ra E d 

Eeri $ 7 (Hy 
PEI 
RX ( 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


SKETCHES OF THE DEBATES AND PROCEEDING 


OF THE 


TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS. 


BLAIR AND RIVES, EDITORS. 


SECOND SESSION--VOLUME IX. 


CITY OF WASHINGTON: 


PRINTED AT THE GLOBE OFFICE, FOR THE EDITORS. 


1841. 


@. 


CON 


LOTE CONG... ZND SESS. 


BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


WEEKLY—~— 


SSIONAE GLOBE. 


THRUSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1840. 


CONGRESS. 


Monpay, December 7, 1840. 

This being the day set apart by ihe Constitution 
forthe meeting of Congress, the following Senators 
appeared in their seats: f 

Messrs. ALLEN, BENTON, BUCHANAN, CRITTEN” 
DEN, FULTON, Huntincpon, Lrxn, LUMPKIN, Por- 
TER, Paentiss, Smite of la, STURGEON, TAPPAN, 
Wart, Wnranr, Youna. : 

At 12 o'clock, the Secrerany, in the absence of 
the presiding officer, called the Senate to order, and 
there being no quorum present, 

On motion ef Mr, Wnricut, the Senate adjourn- 
ed until to-morrow at 12 o'clock. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

At 12 o’clock, the Sraaxmr called the House to 
order, ` . 

The Crerx then called the roll. by States, when 
the following gentlemen answered to their namcs, 
viz: $ 

Marwe.—Messrs. Hagh J. Anåerson, Nathan 
Clifford, Benjamin Randall, and Albert Smith. 

New Hampsuine.— Messrs. Charles G. Ather- 
ton, Ira-A. Eastman, and Jared W.. Williams. 

Massacrusetrs.—Messrs. Jobn Quincy Adams, 
Osmyn Baker, Levi Lincola, William Parmenter, 
and Henry Williams. 

Ruope Istanp.—Messrs. Robert B. Cranston and 
Joseph L. Tillinghast. 

. Connecricur.—Messrs. Thomas B, Osborne and 
Joseph Trumbull. 

‘VVermont.--Messrs. Horace Everett, Hiland 
Hall, William Slade, and John Smith. 

New Yors.—Messrs. David P. Brewster, Amasa 
Dana, Nehemiah H. Karl, John Ely, John Fine, 
Francis Granger, Augustus C. Hand, ‘Thomas B. 
Jackson, Charles Johnston, Nathaniel Jones, Gou- 
verneur Kemble, James Monroe, Luther C, Peck, 
John H, Prentiss, David Russell, Theron R. Strong, 
and Peter J. Wagner. 

New Jarsey.—Messrs. Joseph F. Randolph and 
Peter D. Vroom. : 

Pennsyivania.—Messrs. William Beatty, James 
Cooper, Edward Davies, Toseph Fornance, Thomas 
Henry, Enos Hock, George M. Keim, Isaac Leet, 
Samuel W. Morris, George McCulloch, William 
Simonton, George W. Toland, and David D. 
‘Wagener. 

Maryiann.—Mr. Daniel Jenifer. 

Virainia.—-Messrs. Robert Craig, Georze W. 
Hopkins, Robt. M. T. Hunter, Speaker, William 
Lucas, Green B. Samuels, Lewis Stecurod, and 
John: Taliaferro, 

Nosta Carorivaw—Messrs. Kenneth Rayner 
and Lewis Williams. 

Sourn Carouina.—Mr. Thomas D., Sampter. 

Kentucny.—Messis. Lian Boyd, Wilis Green, 
Richard Hawes, and Joseph R. Underwood, 

Pennessen.—Mess’s. John Bell, Salinas W. 
Blackwell, John W. Crockett, Cave Juknson, Abras 
ham McClellan, Harvey BE Watterson, aud Chris- 
topher H. Willams, 

Onio.—Messrs. Wiliam Key Bond, Alexander 
Duncan, Patrick G. Goode, Joha Hastings, Daniel 
P Leadbetter, Samson Mason, Wiliam Medill, 
Calvary Morris, Isaac Parrish, Joseph Ridgway, 
and George Sweney. 

INDIANA Messrs. Jolm W. Davis, George H. 
Profit, James Rariden, and Thomas Smuh. 

Ininors.~-Mr. Zadok Casey, 

Missouri.—-Mr. John Miller. 


The following gentlemen eleeted to fill the va- 
cancies occasioned by the resignation and death of 
former members, were then announced and seve- 
rally took the usual oath; viz: 


Mr. Cartes MeCuurg, of Pennsylvania. 
Ropert C: Winturor, of Massachusetts. - 
Jeremran Morrow, of Ohio. Bite 
Henry 8. Lanz, of Indiana, 

Wituiam W. Boarpman, of Connecticut, 
Nicuoras B. Dou, of New York. 
Joun B. Txompson, of Kentucky. 

The Speaxer then counted the House, and there 

being no quorum, ‘ 

At ten minutes past twelve, on motion of Mr. 

Lewis WILLIAMS, l 

Tae Heuse adjourned, 


SENATE, 
Tusspay, December 8, 1840. 

At 12 o'clock, the Hon, W. R. Kine, President 
pro tempore, called the Senate to order, and it being 
ascertained that there was not a quorum present, 

On motion of Mr. Smarr of Indiana, the Senate 
adjourned until to-morrow at 12 o’clock. 

In addition to those whose names were given 
yesterday, we noticed the follewiag Senators in at- 
tendance: Messrs. Oray of Kentucky, Kina, 
Mersicx, NORVELL, and ROBINSON. 

JIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

After the journal cf yesterday had been read, 
and it appearing therefrom that the House had ad- 
journed for want of a quorum, 

The Speaxer directed the Clerk to call over the 


names of the absentees; which being done, the fol- | 


lowing gentlemen responded, viz: 
From Massacuusmrrs.—Messrs, 
Briggs and William B. Calhoun. 
Connecticur.—Messrs. Truman Smith and 
Thomas W. Wiliams, 
Vermont.— Myr. Isaac Fletcher. 
New Yoar.—Mcssrs. Daniel D. Barnard, Thomas 
C. Crittenden, John C. Clark, Millard Fillmore, Seth 
M. Gates, Gouverneur Kemble, Meredith Mallory, 


George N. 


Richard P. Marvin, Charles F. Mitchell, Tames | 


De La Montanya, end Edward Rodgers. 

New Jersey.—Mr. Joseph Kille. 

Ponnsyivania.— Messrs. John Davis, John Gale 
braith, James Gerry, Albert G. Marchand, Charles 
Naylor, Pe'er Newhard, and John Sergeant. 

Marycanp.—Messrs. Solomon Hillen, Francis 
Thomas, and Philip F. Thomas. 

Vinoita.—Andrew Beirne, John Hill, and Jo- 
seph Johnson. 

Norvn Carotiwa —Messrs. William Montgo- 
mery asd Charles Shepard. 

Sourn Canouna —-Messrs. Sampzon H. Buller 
and John K. Griffia, 

Kunrocky.—Ivessts. Landaf W. Andrews,Gar- 
ret Davis, Philip Triplett, and John White. 

Tennnssen.--Messts. Aaron V. Brown, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell; Meredith P. Gentry, and Hop- 
kins L, Turney. : 

On1o.—-Mesers. Jonathan Taylor and John B. 


‘Weller. 


Louisiana —Mr. Thomas W. Chinn. 

Inpiana.—Messrs. John Carr and Wiliam W., 
Wick. 

MississipPi ~My, Albert G. Brown. 

Inninors.—-Mr. Jobn T. Stuart. 

ALABAMA Mir, Reuben Chapman, 

Missourr.— Mr. John Jameson. 

Arnansase-Mr, Edward Cross. 

Micntcan.—Mr. Isaac B. Crary. 

Fuorpa-—Mr. Charies Downing. 

Mr. Dona, Delegate from Iowa, and Mr. Dory, 
Delegate from Wiskonsin, were then duly quali- 
fisd, and took their seats. 


There being now a quorum, 


‘part of this House, to‘join such committe 
‘be appointed.cn the'part of: the Senate; 


‘him that-a qttotum. of the'two Houses. isabseni-" 
| bled; and that Congress is now ready to receive: 
: any communication he.may‘be pleased to‘ make. ° 


Resolved, That a committee’be? appointe 


n 
the- President: of: the United ‘States, and informa 


Whereupon, Mr. Tatsarerro and Mr. Gave 


_Jounson were appointed the said committee on 
the part of the House. =! : 


Mr. Tatiarerno also offered the following: 
_ Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate, 
informing that body that a quorum. of’ the: House 
of Representatives is’ assembled, and that 
House is ready to proceed to business,- : 
ABOLITION OF SLAVERY: : E 
Mr. Apims gave notice that he'would ‘on tos 
morrow move to rescind the 21st rule of the Honse’ 
adoptedon the 28th of January last; which is: as 
follows: ; jie my 
“No petition, memorial, resolution, or other pa~ 
per praying the abolition of slavery. in the District 
of Columbia, or any State or Territory, or’. the 
slave trade between the States or Territories of the 
United States, in which it now exists, shal! en 
ceived by this House, or entertained’ in’ any. way: 
whatever.” i f S 
Mr. Casey observed, that he had just.learned 
there was no quorum present. in the Senate; and; 


-as there would probably be ‘none to-day, he would 


move that the House adjourn, `. 
‘And, at half-past twelve, p.m... 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, December 9, 1840s . ; . 
The Senate wascalled to order by ` the Hon. Wi 
R. Kine, President pro tempore, when the following 
Senators appeared in their places: ae 
MAINE, 


Mr. RUGGLES: x 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: peat 

Mr. HUBBARD, Mr. Preece, 
MASSACHUSETTS, 

Mr. Davis. 


Mr. PRENTISS, 
CONNECTICUT: 
Mr. HUNTINGTON, ; 
RHODE ISLAND; 
Mr. DIXON: 
NEW, YORK. 


VERMONT. 


Mr. Knicnr, 
Mr, Waicur. 


NEW JERSEY. 
Mr. Wate. eee 


: PENNSYLVANIA o 0008 
My. BUCHANAN, Mr. STURGBÖN: 
Pee DELAWARE. ooo o 
Mr. CLAYTON. 0 0 
oo MARYLAND. 
Mr. MERRICK. ; 
. GEORGIA, 
Mr. Loumexin. : 
ALABAMA, 
Mr. Kins, Bir. CLAY: 
KENTUCKY, 


Mr. CLAY, Mr. CRITTENDEN: 


OHIO, 
Mr. ALLEN, Mr. Tarran. 
INDIANA: 
Mr. Sirs. 
ILLINOIS, 
Bir. ROBINSON, Mr. Youna. 
MISSISSIPPI 
Mr. HENDERSON, 
MISSOURI. 
Mr. BENTON, Mr. Linw. 
ARKANSAS. ©, 
Mr. Sevier, Mr. FULTON. 
MICHIGAN, ` 


Mr. NORVELL, Mr, Porters 3.0% * 


The Hon. Wium P, Mazeum -elected:iby: the 
Legislature of North Caroling a Benator: foomy the 
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other States, alike due to thé genius’ and” disfinc- 
tive character of our Government and to the prin- 
ciples by. which it is directed; a faithful observance, 
in the management of oar foreign relations, of the 
practice of speaking plainly, dealing justly, and 
requiring truth and justice in. return, as the best 
conservatives of the péace: of nations; a strict. im- 
“partiality in our manifestations.of friendship, in 
. the commercial privileges we concede, and. those 
we require-from others: these, accompanied by a 


State, for the unexpired term occasioned by the fe- 
Signation ef the Hon.-Beprorp Baowy, appeared, - 
was qualified, and. took his seat in the Senate. - 
“Mr. FULTON submitted ‘the following resolu- 
tion, which was. considered and agreed to: 
_Resolued, That-a message be. Sent-to the House 
of Representatives, informing that body that a 
quorum of the Senate is assembled,- and that they || 
are ready.to proceed to business. : 


A-message was-received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, sjating-that a quorum of that body 
was assembled, and ‘were ready to proceed to 
pusiness. © . ene et ee z 

A message was also received from. the House of 
Representatives, stating that they had passed the 
following joint resolution: l 


Resolved, That a, committee be appointed on the ` 


partof this House, to join such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait on 
the President of the United States, and inform 
_ him thata quorum of the two Houses is assem- 
bled, and that Congress is now ready receive any 
communication he may be pleased to make. 
teg And that Mr. Tatiarmrro and Mr. Cave Jonn- 
SON were appointed the said committee on the 
part of the House, 

On motion of. Mr. WRIGHT the message of 
the House was concurred in; whereupon Messrs. 
Wrieut and Huntincpon were appointed the com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. LUMPKIN offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That each Senator be supplied during 
the present session with three such newspapers 
printed in any of the States as he may choose; pro- 
vided the same be furnished at the usual rate for 
the annual charge for such newspapers; and pro- 
uided that, if any Senator shall choose to take any 
ee other than daily papers, he shall be 
supplied with as many such papers as shall not ex- 
cced the price of three daily papers. ; 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana offered the following 
resolution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the 34th rule of the Senate be so 
far suspended that the -presiding officer of the Se- 
nate shall appoint, for the present session, the mem- 
bers of all the standing committees, with the excep- 
tion of the chairmanof the Committee on Com- 
merce; and that the Senate shall, previously to such 
appointment, elect by ballot, the chairman of that 
committee, 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, stating that it had passed a resolution 
for the election of two Chaplains of different deno- 
minations, to officiate alternately in either branch 
of Congress during the present session, and asking 
the concurrence of the Senate therein. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Joint Committee ap- 
pointed te wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that a quorum of the two 
Houses had assembled, and were ready to receive 


any communications he might be pleased to make, 
reported that they had performed that duty, and 
that the President had replied that he would im- 


mediately make a communication to them in 
writing. 
MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. 

The following message from the President of the 
United States was received by Mr. Van Buren, his 
Private Secretary: 

Fellow-citizens of the Senate F 
and House of Representatives: 

Our devont gratitude is dae to the Supreme Be- 
ing for having graciously continued to our beloved 
country, through the vicissitudes of another year, 
the iuvaluable blessings of health, plenty, and 
peace. Seldom has this favored land been soge- 
nerally exempted from the ravages of disease, or 
the labor of the husbandmar more amply reward- 
ed; and never before have our relations with other 
countries been placed on a more favorable basis 
than that which they so‘happily occupy at this criti- 
cal conjuncture in the affairs of the world. A ri- 
gid and persevering abstinence from all interfer- 


pnee withthe domestic and political relations of 


disposition as prompt to” maintain, in every emer- 
gency, our own rights, as we rea-from principle 
averse to the invasion of those offothers, have given 
to our country and Government a standing in 
the great family of nations, of which we have just 
cause tobe proud, and ‘the advantages of which 
are experienced by our citizens throughout every 


portion of the earth to which their enterprising 
and adventurous spirit may carry them. Few, if 


any, remain insensible to the value of our friend- 


ship, or ignorant of the terms on which it can be 
acquired, and by which it can alone be pre- 
served. : 

A series of questions of long standing, diffinult 
in their adjustment, and important in their conse- 
quences, in which the rights of our citizens and 
the honor of the country were deeply involved, 
have, inthe course of a few years, (ihe most of 
them during the succesful administration of my 
immediate predecessor,) been brought to a satis- 
factory conclusion; and the most important of those 
remaining are, lam happy to believe, in a fair 
way -of being speedily and satisfactorily ad- 
justed, 

With all the powers of the world our relations 
are those of honorable peace. Since your adjourn- 
ment, nothing serious has occurred to interrupt 
or threaten this desirable harmony. If clouds have 
lowered above the other hemisphere, they have not 
cast their portentous shadows upon our happy 
shores. Bound by no entangling alliances, yet 
linked by a common nature and interest withthe 
other nations of mankind, our aspirations are for 
the preservation of peace, in whose solid and civil- 
izing triumphs all may participate with a generous 
emulation. Yet it behooves us to be prepared for 
any event, and to be always ready to maintain hose 
just and enlightened principles of national inter- 
course, for which this Government has ever con- 
tended. In the shock of contending empires, it is 
only by assuming a resolute bearing, and clothing 
themselves with defensive armor, that neutral na- 
tions can maintain their independent rights. 

The excitement which grew out of the territorial 
controversy between the United States and Great 
Britain having in a great measure subsided, it is 
hoped that a favorable period is approaching for 

ts final settlement. Both Governments must now 
be convinced of the dangers with which the ques- 
tion is fraught; and it must be their desire, as it is 
heir interest, that this perpetual cause of irritation 
should be removed as. speedily as practicable. In 
my last jannual message you were informed that 
the proposition tor a commission of exploration and 
survey promised by Great Britain had been re- 
ceived, and that a counter project, including also a 
provision for the certain and final adjustment of 
the limits in dispute, was then before the British 
Government for its consideration. The answer of 
that Government, acccmpanied by additional 
propositions of its own, was received, through 
its minister here, since your separation. These 
were promptly considered; such as were 
deemed cerrect in principle, and consistent 
with a due regard to the just rights of the 


United States and of the State of Maine, concurred 


in; and the reasons for dissenting from the residue, 


with an additional suggestion on our part, commu- 


nicated by the Secretary of State to Mr. Fox. That 


Minister, not feeling himseif sufficiently instructed 


upon some of the points raised in the discussion, 


felt it to be his duty to refer the matter to his own 
Government for its further decision. 
been for some time under its advisement, a speedy 
answer may be confidently expected. 
character of the points still in difference, and the 
undoubted disposition of both parties to bring the 
matter to an early conclusion, I look with entire 
confidence to'a prompt and satisfactory termina- 
tion of the negotiation. Three commissioners were 


Having now 


From the 


appointed shortly after the adjournment of Cons 
gress, under the act of the last session providing 
for the exploration and survey of the line which 
separates the States of Maine and New Hampshire 
from the British Provinces; they have been ac- 
tively employed until their progress was interrupted 
by the inclemency of the season, and will resume 
their labors as soon as practicable in the ensuing 
year. . 

It is understood that their respective examina- 
tions will throw new light upon the subject in cons 
troversy, and serve to remove any- erroneons im- 
pressions which may have been made elsewhere 
prejadicial to the rights of the United States, It 
was, among other reasons, with a. view of prevent- 
ing the embarrassments which, in our peculiar sys- 
tem of government, impede and complicate nego- 
tiations involving the territorial rights of a State, 
that I thought it my dnty, as vou have been in- 
formed on a previous cecasion, to propose to the 
British Government, through its Minister at 
Washington, that early steps should be taken to 
adjust the points of difference on the line of 
boundary from the entrance of Lake Superior to 
the most northwestern point of the Lake of the 
Woods, by the arbitration of a friendly power, in 
conformity with the seventh article of the treaty of 
Ghent." No answer has yet been returned by the 
British Government to this proposition. ` 

With Austria, France, Prussia, Russia, and, the 
remaining powers of Europe, I am happy toin- 
forma you our relations eontinue to be of the most 
friendly character. ‘With Belgium, a treaty of 
commerce and navigation, based upon liberal prin- 
ciples of reciprocity and equality, was concluded in 
March last, and having been ratified by the Bel- 
gian Government, will be duly laid before the Se- 
nate. Itis a subject of congratulation that it pro- 
vides for the satisfactory acjustment of a long 
standing question of controversy, thus removing the 
only obstacle which could obstruct the friendly and 
mutually advantageous intercourse between the 
two nations. A messenger has been despatched 
with the Hanoverian treaty to Berlin, where, ac- 
cording to stipulation, the ratifications are to be 
exchanged. Iam happy to announce to you that; 
after many delays and difficulties, a treaty of com- 
merce and navigation between the United States 
and Portugal, was conc'uded and signed at Lisbon 
on the 26th of August last, by the plenipotentiaries 
of the two Governments. Its stipulations are 
founded upon those principles of mutual liberality 
and advantage which the United States have al- 
ways sought to make the basis of their intercourse 
with foreign powers; and it is hoped they will tend 
to foster and strengthen the commercial intercourse 
of the two countries. 

Under the appropriation of the last session of 

Congress, an agent has been sent to Germany, for 
the purpose of promoting the interests of our to- 
bacco trade, _ 
, The commissioners appinted under the conven» 
tion for the adjustment ef claims of citizens of 
the United States upon Mexico having met and 
organized at Washington, in August last, the pa- 
pers in the possession of the Government, relating 
to those claims, were communicated to the board. 
The claims not embraced by that convention are 
now the subject of negotiation between the two 
Governments, through the medium of our Minister 
at Mexico. 

Nothing has occurred to disturb the harmony of 
our relations with the different Governments of 
South America. I regret, however; to be obliged 
to inform you that the claims of our citizens upon 
the late Republic of Colombia have not yet been 
satisfied by the separate Governments into which it 
has been resolved. 

The Charge d'Affaires at Brazil having expressed 
the intention of his Government not to prolong the 
treaty of 1828, it will cease to be obligatory upon 
either party on the 12ih day, of December, 1841, ` 
when the extensive commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and that vast empire will 
no longer be regulated by express stipulations, 

It affords me pleasure to communicate to you 
that the Government of Chili has entered into an ` 
agreement to indemnify the claimants in the case 
of the Macedonian, for American property seized 
in 1819; and to add, that information has also been 


eraan 
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received which justifies the hope of an early- ad- 
justment of the remaining claims upon that Govern- 
ment. 

The commissioners appointed in pursuance of 
the convention between the United States and 
Texas, for marking the boundary between them, 
have, according to the last report received from our 
commissioner, surveyed and established the 
whole extent of boundary north along the 
western bank of the Sabine river, from its en- 
trance into the Gulf of Mexico to the thirty-se- 
cond degree of north latitude. The commission 
adjourned on the 16th of June last, to reassemble 
on the Ist of November, for the purpose of esta- 
blishing accurately the intersection of the thirty- 
second degree of latitude with the western bank of 
the Sabine, and the meridian line thence to Red 
river. Itis presumed that the work will be con- 
cluded in the present season. 

The present sound condition of their finances, 
and the success with which embarrassments in re- 
gard to them, at times apparently insurmountable, 
have been overcome, are matters upon which the 
people and the Government of the United States 
may well congratulate themselves. An overflow- 
ing Treasury, however it may be regarded as an 
evidence of public prosperity, is seldom conducive 
to the permanent welfare of any people; and ex- 
perience has demonstrated its imcompatibility with 
the salutary action of political institutions like 
those of the United States. Our safest reliance for 
financial efficiency and independence has, on the 
contrary, been found to exist in ample resources 
unencumbered with debt; and, in this respect, the 
Federal Government occupies a singularly fortn- 
nate and truly enviable position. 

When I entered upon the discharge of my ofi- 
cial duties in March, 1837, the act for the distri- 
bution of the surplus revenue was in a course 
ofrapid execution. Nearly twenty-eight miliions 
of dollars of. the public moneys were, in pursuance 
of its provisions, deposited with the States in 
the months of January, April, and July, of that 
year. In May there occurred a general sus- 
pension of specie payments by the banks, includicg, 
with very few exceptions, those in which the pub- 
lic moneys were deposited, and upon whose 
fidelity the Government had unfortunately made 
itself dependent for the rcvenues which had been 

` collected from the peeple, and were indispensable 
to the publie service. This suspension, and the 
excesses in banking and commerce out of which 
it arose, and which were greatly aggrava‘ed by its 
occurrence, made, to a great extent, unavailable 
the principal part of the public money then on 
hand; suspended the collection of many millions 
accruing on merchants’ bonds, and greatly reduced 
the revenne arising from customs and the public 
lands. These effects have continued to operate, in 
various degrees, to the present period; and, ia addi- 
tion to the decrease in the revenue thus produced, 
two and a half millions of duties have been relin- 
quished by two biennial reduetions under the act 
of 1833, and probably a; mich more upon the im- 
portation of iron for railroads, by special legisla- 
tion. 

Whilst such has been our condition for the 
last four years in relation to revenue, we have, 
during the same period, been subjected to an un- 
avoldable continuance of large extraordinary ex- 
penses necessarily growing out of past transac- 
tions, and which could not be immediately ar- 
tested without great prejudice to the publie inte- 
ret, Of these, the charge upon the Trea ury, in 
consequence of the Cherokee treaty alone, without 
adveriing to others arising out of Indian treaties, 
has already excecded five millions of dollars; that 
for the prosecution of measures for the removal of 
the Seminole Indians, which were found in pro- 
gress, has been nearly fourteen milions; and the 
public buildings have required the unusual sum of 
nearly three millions. 

It affords me, however, great pleasure to be able 
to say, that, from the commencement of this pe- 
riod to the present day, every demand upon the 
Government, at home or abroad, has been prompt- 
ly met. This has been done, not only without ere- 
ating a permanent debt, or a resort to additional 
taxation in any form, but in the midst of a steadily- 
progressive reduction of existing burdens npon the 
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people, leaving still a considerable ba'ance of {| vor of additional loane; ‘by capitalists: who 


available funds which will remain in the Treasury 
atthe end of the year. The small amcunt of 
Treasury notes, not exceeding four and a half mil- 
lions of dollars, still outstanding, and less by twen- 


ty-three millions than the United States have in de- 


posite with the States, is composed of such only as 
are not yet due, or have net been presented for 
payment. They may be redeemed out of the ac- 
cruing revenue, if the expenditures do not exceed 
the amount within which they may, it is thought, 
be kept without prejudice to the public interest, and 
the revenue shall prove to be as large as may justly 
be anticipated. `, 

Among the reflections arising from the contem- 
plation of these ciroumstances, one, not the least 
gratifying, is thé consciousness that the Govern- 
ment had the resolution and the ability to adhere, 
in every emergency, to the sacred obligations of 
law; to execute ail its contracts according to the 
requirements of the Constitution, and thus to pre- 
sent, when most needed, a rallying point by which 
the business of the whole country might be brought 
back to a safe and unvarying standard—a result 
vitally important as well to the interests as to the 
morals of the people. There can surely now be 
no difference of opinicn in regard to the in- 
calculable evils that would have arisen “if the 
Government, at that critical moment, had suf- 
fered itself to be deterred from. upholding 
the only true standard of value, either by 
the pressure of adverse circumstances or the 
violence of unmerited denunciation. The manner 
in which the people sustained the performance of 
this duty was highly honorable to their fortitude 
and patriotism. It cannot failto stimulate their 
agents to adhere, under all cireumstances, to the 
line of duty; and to satisfy them of the safety with 
which a course really right, and demanded by a fi- 
nancial crisis, may, in a community like ours, be 
pursued, however apparently severe its immediate 
operation. ` A 

The policy of the Federal Government, in extin- 
guishing as rapidly as possible the nation4l debt, 
and, subsequently, in resisting every temptation to 
create a new one, deserves to be regarded in the 
same favcrable light. Among the many objections 
to a national debt, the certain tendency of public 
securities to concentrate ultimately in the coffers of 
foreign stockholders, is one which is every day 
gathering strength. Already have the resources of 
many of the States, and the future industry of their 
cittzens, been indefinitely mortgaged to the subjects 
of European Governments, to the amount of twelve 
millions annually, to pay the constantly accruing 
interest on borrowed money—a sum exceeding half 
the ordinary revenues of the whole United Siates. 
The pretext which this relation affords to foreigners 
to scrutinize the management of our domestic af- 
fairs, if not actually to intermeddle with them, 
presents a subject for earnest attention, not to say 
of serious alarm. Fortunately, the Federal Go- 
vernment, with the exception of an obligation en- 
tered into in behalf of the District of Columbia, 
which must soon be discharged, is wholly exempt 
from any such embarrassment. I: is also, as is be- 
lieved, the only Governmeat which, having fully 
and faithfully paid all its ereditors, kas also reliev- 
ed itself entirely from debt. To maintain a dis- 
tinction so desirable, and so honarable to ourna- 
tional chara-ter, should be an object of earnostso!i- | 
citude. Never should a free people, if it be possible to 
avoid it, expose themselves to the necessity of hav- 
ing to treat of the peace, the honor, or the safety of 
the Republic, with the Governments of foreign 
creditors, who, however well disposed they may be 
to cultivate with us in, general. friendly relations, 
are nevertheless, by the law of their own. condi- 
tion, made hostile to the success. and permanency 
of political institutions like ours. Most humiliat- 
ing may be the embarrassments consequent upon 
such a condition. Another objection, scarcely less 
formidable, to the commencement of a new debt, 
is its inevitable tendency to increase in magnitude, 
and to foster national extravagance. He has been 
an unprofitable observer of events, who needs at 


this day to be admonished of the difficulties which 
a Government, habitually dependent on loans to 
sustain its ordinary expenditures, has to éneonnter 
n resisting the Influences constantly exeried in fa- 


ro 


; respect 


themselvés by Government securities. for üü 
much exceeding the money they actually ad anc 
a prolific source of individual aggrandizéméen 
in all borrowing countries; by stockholders, whi 
seek their gains in the rise and fall of publie stocks 
and by the selfish importunities of ‘applicants fo 
appropriations for works avowedly for th 
modation of the public, but the‘real obj : 
which are, too frequently, the ‘advancement ôf pri- 
vate interests, The known necessity which so ma- 
ny of the States will be under to impose tares for ” 
the payment of the interest on their debts, furnish: 
es an addidona! and very cogent reason why’ the’ 
Federal Government should refrain from creating 
a national debt, by which the people would be ex. 
posed to double taxation fora similar object, ` We 
possess within ourselves. ample resources for every. 
emergency; and we may be quite: sure that our 
citizens, in no future exigency, will be unwilling’ 
to supply the Government with all the means 
asked for the defence of the country. In‘ time of 
peace there can, at all events, be no’ justification © 
for the creation of a permanent debt by the Federal © 
Government. Its limited range of “constitutional ’ 
duties may certainly, under such circumstances, bé” 
performed without such a resort. It has, it is seen, | 
been avoided during four years of greater ‘fiscal 
difficulties than have existed in a similar period 
since the adoption of the Constitution, and‘one 
also remarkable for the occurrence of extraordi- 
nary causes of expenditures, f z Ee 
But to accomplish so desirable an object; two 
things are indispensable: first, that thé action ef the 
Federal Government be kept within the bounda: : 
ries prescribed by its founders, and, secondly, that“ 
all appropriations for objects. admitted to. be con- 
stitutional, and the expenditure of them also, be” 
subjected to a standard of rigid but well considered : 
and practical economy. The first depends chiefly“ 
on the people themselves, the opinions they form of . 
the true construction of: the Constitution, and thè: 
confidence they repose in the political sentiments | 
of those they select as their representatives in the ` 
Federal Legislature; the second resis upon the’ 


| &delity with which their more immediate repre: 
| sentatives, and other public functionaries, dis- 


charg: the trusts committed to them. ‘The duty’ 
ef economizing the expenses of the public service“ 
is admitted on all hands; yet there are few subjects’ 
upon which there exists a wider difference’ of: 
opinion than is constantly manifested in regard 
to the fidelity with which that duty is dis.” 
charged. Neither diversity of sentiment, nor 
even mutual recriminations, upon a` point in’ 
to which the public mind is so 
justly sensitive, can well beentirely avoided; and 
least so at periods of great political excitement. 
An intelligent people, however, seldom fail to°ar-. 
rive, inthe end, at correct conciusions in such’a 
matier. Practical economy in the management of 
public affairs can have no adverse influence to cons ` 
tend with more powerful than a large. surplus Teve-:. 
nue; and the unusually’ large appropriations ‘for- 
1837 may, withoutdoubt, independently-of ‘the exe 
traordinary requisitions for the public service grow- 
ing out of the'state of cur Indian relations, be, in 
no incensiderable degree, traced to this source: 
The sudden and rapid distribution of the large sur- 
pius then in the Treasury, and the equally sudden 


and unprecedentedly severe revulsion in the com.” 


merce and business of the country, pointing wit 
unerring certainty toa great and protracted reduc- 
tion of the revenue, strengthened the propriety of 
the earliest practicable reduction of the public ex- 
penditures. ` : i 
But, to change a system operating upon so large 
a surface, and applicable to such numerous and dis | 
versified interests and objects, was more than the ` 
work of a day. The attention of every depart 
ment of the Government was immediately, and in ; 
good faith, directed to that end; and has been. so” 
continzed to the present moment. The estimates 
aud appropriations for the year 1838 - (the first over 
which I had any control) were somewhat dimiais 
ed. The expenditures: of 1839. were redu 
millions of dollars. Those of 1840, exclusive o 
disbursements for publie debt and trust claims, will” 
probabiy not exceed twefity-two and a half millions; 
bejng between two and three infllions less than those 
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of the preceding year, and nine or ten_zillions less 
than those of 1837, Nor has it been found -neces- 
gary, in order to produce this result, to.resort to the 
power conferred by Congress, of postponing cer- 
tain Glasses of the public-works, except by-defer- 
ring expenditures fora short period upon 2 limited 
portion of’ them; and which postponement ` termi- 
nated some time since,-at the moment. the Trea- 
sury Department, by. further receipts from the. in- 
debted-banks, became fully assured of its ability to 
meet them without prejudice to the public service 
in other respegts. Causes are in operation which 


will, it is believed, justify a still further reduction, . 


without injury‘to any important national. interest. 
The expenses of sustaining thé troops employed in 
Florida ‘havé'’been gradually and greatly reduced, 
through the persevering efforts of the War Depart- 
mentjand a reasonable hope may beentertained that 
the necessity for military operations in that quarter 
will soon cease. The removal of the Indians from 
within our settled borders is nearly completed. The 
pension list, one of the heaviest charges upon the 
Treasury, is rapidly diminishing by death. The 
most costly of our public buildings are either 
finished, or nearly so; and we may, I think, safely 
promise ourselves a continued exemption from bor- 
der difficulties, ae 

The available balance in the Treasury on the 
first. of January next, is estimated at one million 
anda half of dollars. This sum, with the ex- 
pected receipts from all sources during the next 
year, will, it is believed, be sufficient to enable the 
Government to meet every engagement, and leave 
a suitable balange in the Treasury at the end of the 
year, if the remedial measures connected with the 
customs and the public. lands, heretofore recom- 
metided, shall be adopted, and the new appropria- 
tions by Congress shall not- carry the expenditures 
beyond the official estimates. 

The new system established by Congress for. the 
safekeeping of the public. money, prescribing the 
kind of currency to be received for the pub- 
lic revenue, and providing additional guards and 
securities against losses, has now been several 
months.in operation. Although it might be prema- 
ture, upon an experience of such limited duration, 
to form a definite opinion in regard to the extent of 
its influences in correcting many evils under which 
the Federal Government and the country have hi- 
therto suffered, especially those that have grown 
out of banking expansions, a depreciated currency, 
and official defalcations, yet it is but right to say 
that nothing has occurred in the practical opera- 
tion of the system to weaken in the slightest degree, 
but much to strengthen the confident anticipations 
of its friends. The grounds of these have been 
heretofore so fully explained, as to require no reca- 
pitulation. In respect to the facility and conve- 
nience it affords in condueting the public service, 
and the ability of the Government to discharge 
through its agency every duty attendant on the col- 
lection, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
money with promptitude and success, I can say 
with confidence that the apprehensions ot those who 
telt it to be their duty to oppose its adoption, have 
proved to be unfounded. On the contrary, this 
branch of the fiscal affairs of the Government has 
been, and it is believed may always be, thus car- 
ried on with every desirable facility and security. 
A few changes and improvements in the details of 
the system, without affecting any principles involv- 
ed in it, will be submitted to you by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and will, 1 am sure, reccive at 
your hands that attention to which they may, on 
examination, be found to be entitled. 

Thave deemed this brief summary of our fiscal 
affairs necessary to the due performance of a duty 
specially enjoined upon me by the Constitution. It 
will serve, also, to illustrate more fully the princi- 
ples by which I have been guided in reference io 
two contested points in our public policy, which 
were earliest in their development, and have been 
more important in their consequences, than any that 
have arisen under our complicated. and difficult, 
yet admirable, system of Government: I allude to 
a national debt, and a national bank. It was in 
these that the political contests by which the coun- 
try has been agitated ever since the adoption of the 
Constitution, in & great measure, originated; and 


| 
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- there is too much reason to apprehend that the con- 


flictirg interests and opposing principles thus mar- 
shalled, will continue, as heretofore, to produce 
similar, if not aggravated, consequences. 

Coming into office the declared enemy of both, 


I have earnestly endeavored to prevent a resort to, 


either, f . 

‘The consideration that a large public debt affords 
an apology, and produces, in some degree, a neces- 
sity also, for resorting toa system and extent of 
taxation which is not only oppressive throughout, 
bat likewise eo apt to lead, in the end, to the com- 
mission of that most odious of all offences against 
the principles of Republican goverament—ihe pros- 
titation of political power, conferred for the general 
benefit, to the aggrandizement of particular classes, 
and the gratification of individual cupidity—is 
alone sufficient, independently of the weighty ob- 
jections which have already been urged, to render 
its creation aud existence the sources of bitter and 
unappeasable discord. If we add to this, its inevi- 
table tendency to produce and foster extravagant 
expenditures of the public money, by which a 
necessity is created for new loans and new 
burdens on the people; and, finally, if we 
refer to the examples of every Government which 
has existed, for proof how seldom it is that the 
system, when once adopted and implanted. in 
the policy-of a country, has failed to expand itself, 
until publie credit was. exhausted, and the people 
were no longer able to endure its increasing 
weight, itseems impossible to resist the conclu- 
sion, that no benefits resulting from its career, no 
extent of conquest, no accession of wealth to par- 
ticular classes; nor any, nor all is combined ad- 
vantages, can counterbalance its ultimate but cer- 
tain results—a splendid Government, and an im- 
poverished people. 

If a National Bank was, as is undeniable, re- 
pudiated by the framers of the Constitution as 
incompatible with the rights of the States and the 
liberties of the people; if, from the beginning, it 
has been regarded by large portions of our citizens 
as coming in direct collision with that great and 
vital améndment of the Constitution, which de- 
clares that all powers not conferred by that instru- 
ment on the General: Government are reserved to 
the States and tothe people; if it has been viewed 
by them as the first great step in the march of lati- 
tudinous construction, which, unchecked, would 
render that sacred instrument of as little value as 
an unwritten Constitution, dependent, as it would 
alone be, for its meaning, on the interested inter- 
pretation of a dominant party, and afferding no se- 
curity to the rights of the minority; if such is unde- 
niably the case, what rational grounds could have 


been conceived for anticipating aught but deter-. 


mined opposition to such an institation at the pre- 
sent day. 

Coulda different result have been expected, when 
the consequences which have flowed -from its cre- 
ation, and particularly from its struggles to 
perpetuate its existence, had confirmed, in so 
striking a manner, the apprehensions of its earli- 
est opponents; when it had been so clearly 
demonstrated that a concentrated money-power, 
wielding so vasta capital, and combining such in- 
calculable means of influence, may, in those pe- 
culiar conjunctures to which this Government is 
unavoidably exposed, prove an overmateh for the 
political power of the peeple themselves; when the 
trce character of its capacity to reguiate, according 
to its will and its interests, and the interests of its 
favorites, the value and preduction of the labor 
and property of every man in this extended coun- 
try, had. been so fully and fearfully developed; 
when it was notorious that all classes of this great 
community had, by means of the power and influ- 
ence it thus pessesses, been infected to madness 
with a spirit of heedless speculation; when it had 
been seen that, secure in the support of the combi- 
nation of influences by which it was surrounded, it 
could violate its charter, and set the laws at defi- 
ance with impunity; and when, too, it had become 
most apparent that to believe that such an eccumu- 
lation cf powers can ever be granted without the 
certainty of being abused, was to indulge in a fatal 
delusion? 


To avoid the necessity of 3 permanent debt, and 
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en 
its inevitable consequences, I have advocated, and 
endeavored to carry into effect, the policy of con- 
finisg the appropriations fer the public service 
to such objects only as are clearly within the 
constitutional authority of the Federal Govern- 
ment; of excluding from its expenses those impro- 
vident and unzutnorized grants of public morey 
for works of internal improvement, which were 
go wisely arrested by the constitutional interpo- 
sition of my predeeessor, and which, if they bad 
not been so checked, would long before this 
time have involved the finances of the Ge- 
neral Government in embarrassments far greater 
than those which are now experienced by any of 
the States, of limiting all our expenditures to that 
simple, unostentatious, and economical administra- 


| tion of public affairs, which is alone consistent 


with the characier of our institutions; of collecting 
annually from the customs, and the sales of public 
lands, a revenue fully adequate to defray all the ex- 
penses thus iacurred, but, under no pretence what- 
soever, to impose taxes upon the people to a greater 
amount than was actuaily necessary to the public 
service, conducted upon the principles I have stated. 

In lieu of a national bank, or a dependence upon 
banks cf any description, for the management of 
our fiscal affairs, I recommended the adoption of 
the system which is now in successful operation. 
That system affords every requisite facility for the 
transaction of the pecuniary concerns. of the Go- 
vernment; will, it is confidently anticipated, pro- 
duce in other’ respects many of the benefits which 
have been from time to “tume expected -from the 
ereation of a national bank, but which have never 
been realized; avoid the manifold evils inseparable 
from such an institution; diminish, to a greater ex- 
tent than could be accomplished by any other mea- 
sure of reform, the patronage of the Federal Go- 
vernment—a wise policy in all Governments, but 
more especialy so in one like ours, which works 
well only in prosortion as it is made to rely for its 
support upon the unbiassed and unadulterated opi- 
nions of its constituents; de away, forever, all de- 
pendence on corporate bodies, either in the raising, 

‘collecting, safekeeping, or disbursing the public 
revenues, and place the Government equally above 
the temptation of fostering a dangerous and uncon- 
stitulional institution at home, or the’ neceszity of 
adapting its policy to the views and interests of a 
still more formidable money-povwer abroad. 

It is by adopting and carrying out these princi- 
ples, under circumstances the most arduous and 
discouraging, that the attempt has been made, thus 
far successfully, to demonstrate to the people of the 
United States thata National Bank at allttmes;and 
a national debt, except it be incurred at a period 
when the honor and safety of the nation demand 
the temporary sacrifice of a policy, which should 
only be abandoned in such exigencies, are not 
merely unnecessary, bu: in direct and deadly hos- 
tility to the principles of their Government, and to 
their own permanent welfare, 

The progress made in the developement of these 
positions, appears in the preceding sketch of the 
past history and present state of the financial con- 
cerns of the Federal Government. The facts there 
stated fully authorize the assertion, that all the pure 
poses for which this Government was instituted 
have been accomplished durirg four years of great- 
er pecuniary embarrassment than were ever before 
experienced in time of peace, and in the face of op- 
position as formidable as any that was ever before 
arrayed against the policy cf an Administration; 
that this has been done when the ordinary revenues 
of the Government were generally decreasing, as 
well from the operation of the laws, as the condi- 
tion of the country; without the creation of a per- 
manent public debt, or incurring any liability, other 
than such as the ordinary resources of the Govern- 
ment will speedily discharge, and without the 
agency of a National Bank. 

If this view of the preeeedings of the Govern- 
ment, for the period it embraces, be warranted by 
the facts as ihey are known to exist; if the army 
and navy have been sustained to the full extent 
autherized by law, and which Congress deemed suf- . 
ficient for the defence of the country and the 
protection of its rights and its honor; if its civil and. 
diplomatic service has been equally sustained; if 


. ample provision has been made for. the adminis- 
tration of justice and the execution of the laws; if 
the claims upon public gratitude in behalf of the 
soldiers of, tie Revolution have been promply met 
and faithfully. discharged; if there have been no 

failures in. defraying the very large expenditures 
-growing out of that long continued and salutary 


“policy of peacefully removing the ladians tore- | 


gions of comparative safety and prosperity; if the 
public faith has at ail times, and every where been 
most scrupulously maintained by a prompt dis- 
charge of the numerous, extended, and diversified 
claims on the Treasury; if all these great and per- 
manent objects, with many others that might be 
stated, have, for a series of years, marked by pecu- 
liar obstacles and diffivulties, been successfully ac- 
complished without a resort to a permanent debt, 
or the aid of a national bank, have we nota right 
to expect that a policy, the object of which has 
been to sustain the public service independently of 
cither of these fruitful sources of discord, will re- 
ceive the final sanction of a people whose un- 
biassed and fairly elicited judgment upon public 
affairs is never ultimately wreng? 

That embarrassments in the pecuniary ctn- 
cerns of individuals, of unexampled extent and 
duration, have recently ezisted in this, asia other 
commercial nations, is undoubtedly true. To sup- 
pose it necessary. now to trace these reverses to 
their sources, would be a reflection on the intelli- 
gence of my fellow-citizens. Whatever may have 
been the obscurity in which the subject was in- 
volved during the earlier stages of the revulsion, 
there cannot now be many by whom the whole 
question is not fully understood. 

Not deeming it wiihin the constituticnal powers 
of the General Government to repair private loss- 
es sustained by reverses in business having no con- 
nection with the public service, either by d:reci ap- 
propriations from the Treasury, or by special legis- 
Jation designed to secure exclusive privileges and 
immunities to individuals or classes in preference to, 
aid at the expense of, the great majority necessari- 
ly debarred from any participation in them, no 
attempt to do so has been either made, recom- 
mended, or encouraged, by the present Execu- 
tive.. 

It is believed, however, that the great purposes 
for the atlainurent of which the Federal Govern- 
ment was instituted have not been lost sight of. In- 
trusted only with certain limitei powers, cautious» 
ly enumerated, distinctly specified, and defined with 
a precision and clearness which wouid seem to de- 
fy misconstruction, it has been my constant aim 
to confine myseif within the limits so clearly mark- 
ed out, and so carefully guarded. Having always 
been of opinion that the best preservative of the 
union of the States is to he found ina total absti- 
nence from the exercise of all doubtful powers on 
the part of the Federal Government, rather then in 
attempts to assume them by a loose construction 
of the Constitution, or an ingenious perversion of 
its words, I have endeavored to avoid recommend- 
ing any measure which } had reason to apprehend 
would, in the opinion even of a considerable mi- 
nority'of my fetlow-citizeas, by regarded as trench. 
ing en the rights of the States, cr the provisions of 
the hallowed instrament of our Union. Viewing 
the aggregate powers of the Federal Government as 
a voluntary concession of ihe States, it seemed to 
mea that such only should be exercised as were at 

ne time Intended io be given. 

I have been strengihed, toc, in the proprie- 
ty fof this course, by the onvicticn that all ef- 
frts to. go beyond this, tend only to produce 
dissatisfaction and dist to excite joalou- 
sies, aud to provoke resistance, Instead of ad- 
ing strength to {the Federal Government, even 
when successful, they must ever prove a source ef 
incurable weakness, by alienating a portion of 
those whose adhesion is indispensable to the great 
aggregate of united sirengih, aud whose voluntary 
aiiachment is, in my estimation, far more esiential 
to the efficiency of a Government strong in the best 
of all possible sirength—ihe confidence and atiash- 
ment of all those who make up lis constituent 
elements. i 

Thus believing, it has been my purpose to secure 
to the whole people, and to every member of the 
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confederacy, by general, salutary, and equal laws 
alone, ‘the benefit of those Republican institutions 
which it was the end and aim of the Constitution to 
establish, and the impartial influence of which is, in 
my judgment, indispensable to their preserva- 
tion. I eannot. bring myself to believe that the 
lasting happiness of the people, the prosperity of the 
States, or tha permanency of their Union, can be 
maintained by giving reference or priority to any 
class of citizens in the distribution of benefits or 
privileges, or by the adoption of measures which 
enrich one portion of the Union at the expense of 
another; nor can I see in the interference of the Fede- 
ral Government with the local legislation and re- 
served rights of the States, a remedy for present, 
or a security against future, dangers. 

The first, and assuredly not the least, important 
step towards relieving tse country from the ccn- 
dition into which it had been plunged by excesses 
in trade, banking, and credits of all kinds, was 
to place the business transactions of the Go- 
vernment itself on a solid basis; giviag and receiv- 
ing in all cases value for value, and nei her coun- 
tenancing nor encouraging in others that delusive 
system of credits from which it has been found so 
difficult to escape, and which has left nothing be- 
hind it but the wrecks that mark its fatal career. 

That the financial affairs of the Government are 
now, and have been during the whole period of 
these widespreading difficulties, conducted with a 
strict and inyariable regard to this great fundamen- 
tal principle, and that by the asszamption and main- 
tenance of the stand thus taken on the very 
threshold of the approaching crisis, more than by 
any other cause or causes whatever, the commu- 
nity at large has been shielded from the incaleula- 
ble evils of a general and indefisile suspension of 
specie payments, and a consequent annihilation, 
for the whole period it might have lasted, of a just 
and invariable standard of value, will, it is be- 
lieved, at this period, scarcely be questioned. 

A steady adherence, cn the part of the Govern- 
ment, to the policy which has produced such salu- 
tary resulis, aided by judicious State legislation, 
and, what is not less important, by the industry, 
enterprise, perseverance, and economy of the Ame- 
rican people, cannot fail to raise the whole coun- 
try, at an early period, to a state of solid and en- 
during prosperity, not subject to be again over- 
thrown by the suspension of banks or the explo- 
sion of a bloated credit system, It is for the peo- 
ple, and their representatives, to decide whether 
or not the permanent welfare of the country 
(which all geod citizens equally desire, however 
widely they may differ as to the means of its ac- 
complishment) shail be in this way secured; or 
whether the management of the pecuniary con- 
cerns of the Government, and, by consequence, 
to agreat extent, thgse of individuals also, shall be 
carried back to a condition of things which fostered 
those contractions and expansions of the currency, 
and those rectsless abuses of credit, from the bale- 


{ul effects of which the country has so deedly suf- 
fered-——a return that can promise, in the end, no 

etter resulls than to reproduce the embarrassments 
the Government has experienced; and to remove 


` from the snoulders of the present, to those of fresh 


victims, the bitter freits of that spirit of speculative 
enterprise to which our countrymea are so liable, 
end upon which the lessons of experience are so 
unavailing, The choice is en important one, and I 
sincerely hope that it may be wisely made. 

A report from the Secretary of War, presenting 
a detailed view of the effairs of that department, 
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y have made great progress; and the 
icipated from a continuance 
he last season, a part cf 
yed in removing Indians 
frem erior to the territory assigned them in 
the Westa duty which they have performed effi- 
ciently, and with praiseworthy humanity; and that 


portion of them which has:béen sta joned iny F 
rida continued active -operations there throughout 
the heats of summer... oS y ee 
The policy of. the United States m regard tothe 
Indians, of which a suceimet account, :19 given 
in my message of 1838, and of the: wisdom: and 
expediency of which I am -fully satisfied, has 
been continued in active operation throughout the 
whole period of my administration : Since; the 
spring of 1837, more than forty thousand: Indians 
have been removed to. their new homes. west, of: the 
Mississippi; and I am. happy to add that all ac- 
counts concur in representing the result of -this 
measure as eminently beneficial to ihat-people...’ 
The emigration of the Seminoles alone has, been 
attended with serious difficulty, and occasioned 
bloodshed, hostilities having been commenced: by 
the Indians- in Florida, under the apprehension’ that 
they would be compelled, by force, to comply with 
their treaty stipulations. The execution of. the 
treaty of Payne’s Landing, signed -in 1832, but. not 
ratified until 1834, was postponed, at the solicita- 
tion of the Indians, until 1836, when they again.te- 
newed their agreement to remove peaceably to their 
new homesin the West. In the face of this.solemu 
and renewed compact, they proke their faith, and 
commenced hostilities by. the massacre of Major 
Dade’s command, the murder of their agent, Gene- 
ral Thompson, and other acts of cruel treachery. 
When this alarming and unexpected. intelligence 
reached the seat of Government, every effort ap- 
pears to have been made to. reinforce General 
Clinch, who-commanded the troops then in Florida. 
General Eustis was despatched with reinforcements 
from Charleston, troops were called out from Ala- 
bama, Tennessee, and Georgia, and General Scott 
was sent to take the command, with: ample: powers 
and ample means. At the first alarm, General 
Gaines organized a force at, New Orleans, and, 
without waiting for orders, Janded in Florida, 
where he delivered over the troops he had brought 
ith him to General Scott. oo ciao d 
Gon Call was subsequently appointed to conduct 
a summer campaign, and, at ‘the: close. of ity was 
replaced by General Jesup. These crenis an 
changes took place under the administration of my 
predecessor, Notwithstanding the exertions of the 
experienced officers who had command there for 
eighteen months, on entering, upon the administra- — 
tion of the Government I found the ‘Territory of 
Florida a prey to Indian atrociues. _A. strenuous 
effort was immediately made to bring: these hostili» 
ties to a close; and the army, under General Jesup, 
was reinforced until it amounted to ten thousand 
men, and furnished with abundant supplies of-eve- 
ry description. In this campaign a great number 


of the enemy were captured and destroyed; : but:the 


de The 
character of the contest only was change: 
Indians, having been defeated in every engagement, 


dispersed in small bands throughout the country, 


rising, formidable and: ruth- 
and became. an enterp: 2 erik and saio 


less banditti. General Taylor, 
General Jesup, used his best_ exertions: to. subdue 
them, and was seconded in his efforts by the officers 


under his command; but he, toos failed elie 


erritory {rom their depredations. 
ee deal aed cruel treachery, they ee he truce 
made with them by General Macomb, who was 
sent from Washington for.the purpose of carrying 
into effect ihe expressed wishes of Congress, and 
have continued their devastations ever since. Genes 
ral Armistead, who was in Florida when. General 
Taylor left the army, by permission, assumed: the 
command, and, after active summer operations, 


was met by propositions for peace; and, from the 


s A an at 
unate coincidence of the arrival in. Florida, a 
fortunate c Ee Ee peaks 


i i } delegation 
the same period, of a deleg em 
noles who ae happily settled west of the Missis- 
sippi, and are now anxious to persuade their coun- 
trymen to join them there, hopes. were for’ some 
time entertained that the Indians migat be induce 
to ieave the Territory Wi 


thout farther difficulty. 
These hopes have prove 


and :hos- 
tilities bave been renewed throughoul.t 


he whole 
f the Territory. That this co endured 
2 long is to be attributed to causes boyat 


the control of the Government... 


als have had the command of -ta rao Re 
ae and soldiers have alike d mgued them 


stilities; ‘the: almost- insurmounta- 


éd, have all: been designated; bat,’ the 
pproptiation not proving sufficient, conditional ar- 
Ye mly have: been made for their acqui- 
‘for Congress to decide whether those 
“purchases. shall be sanctioned, and the 
‘Intentions of the law. carried into full 
zv- The navy, as will appear from the accompany- 
‘Ing report of the Secretary, has been usefully and 
honorably employed in the protection of our com- 
‘merce and citizens in the Mediterranean, the Pa- 
‘cific, on the coast of Brazil, and in the Gulf of 
‘Mexico. A small. squadron, consisting of the 
frigate Constellation and’ the .sloop-of-war Bos- 
ton, -under Commodore Kearney, is now on 
iis: way: tothe China and Indian seas, for 
the’ purpose. of: attending to our interests in 
that-quarter; and: Commander Aulick, in the 
Sloop-of-war ‘Yorktown, has been instructed to 
‘visit the Sandwich and Socie.y islands, the coasts 
of New. Zealand and Japan, together with other 
ports’and islands frequented by our whale-ships, 
tör the purpose of ‘giving them countenance and 
protection, should they be required. Other smaller 
vessels have been, and still are, employed in prose- 
~ cuting the surveys of the coast of the United States, 
“directed by ‘various acts of Congress; and those 
which have been completed will shortly be laid be- 
fore you. : : 
~ The Exploring expedition, at the latest date, was 
“preparing to leave the Bay of Islands, New Zea- 
Jand, in further prosecution of objects which have 
thus far been successfully accomplished. The dis- 
` covery of a new continent, which was first seen in 
‘latitude 66° 2" south, Jongitude 1540 27 east, and 
afterwards in tatitude 66° 31/ south, longitude 153° 
40° east, by Lientenanis. Wilkes and Hudson, for 
an extentof eighteen hundred miles, but on which 
they were prevented from landing by. vast bodies 
of ice which encompassed it, is one of the honora- 
ble results of the enterprise. Lieutenant Wilkes 
bears testimony to the zeal and good conduct of his 
officers and men; and it is bul justice to that officer 
to'state that he appears to have performed the du- 
ties assigned to -him with an ardor, ability, and 
perseverance, which give every assurance of an 
honorable issue to the undertaking. 
“The: report of: the Postmaster General, herewith 
transmitted, will exhibit the service ‘of that. De- 
partment the past year, and its present condition. 
The transportation has been maintained during the 
yearto the full extent authorized’ by the existing 
laws; some improvements have. been effected, 
which the public interest seemed urgently to de- 
mand, but not involving any material additional 
expenditure; the contractors have generally per- 
formed their engagements with fidelity; the post- 
masters, with few exceptions, have rendered their 
accounts and paid their quarterly balances with 
promptitude; and the whole -service of the Depart- 


ment has maintained: the efficiency for which jt | 


has for several years been distinguished, 


- The acts of Congress establishing new mail | 


Youtes, and. requiring more expensive services cn 
others, and the increasing “wants of the country 
have, for three years past, carried the expenditures 
something beyond the .acéruing revenues; the ex- 
cess having: been met, until the past year, by the 
surplus which had previously accumulated, That 
surplus having been exhausted, and the anticipated 
increase in the revenue not’ having been realized 
owing to the depression in the commercial. business 
of the country, the finances of the department er- 
hibit a smail deficiency at the close of the last 
fiseal year. Its resources, however, are ample; and 
the reduced rates of compensation for ihe transpor- 
iation service, which may beexpected on the future 
lettings, from the general reduction of prices, with 


5. presented by the natureòf the coun- 
he ‘climate, and the wily- character : of the 


marine hospitals on the rivers and - 
was authorized to- select and cause : 


have-éxisted during the past year, it is a gratifying 
‘yesult thatthe revenue has -not: declined, as com- 
“pared with the preceding. year, but, on the contra- 


“ry, exhibits a small increase; the circumstances re- 


ferred to having had no other effect than to check 


the expected income. - : 
>. Ir will be seen that the Postmaster. General sug- 
gests certain improvements in the’ establishment, 
designed to reduce ‘the weight of the mails, 
cheapen the transportation, ensure greater regu- 
larity in the service, and secure a considerable re- 
duction in the rates of letter postage—an object 


highly desirable. The subject is one of general in- - 


terest to the community, and 1s respectfully recom- 
mended to your consideration. 

The suppression of the African slave trade has 
received the continued attention of the Government. 
The brig Dolphin and schooner Grampus have been 
employed during the last season on the coast of Af- 
rica, for the purpose of preventing such portions of 
that tradé as was said to be prosecuted under the 
Amefican flag. After cruising off those parts of 
the coast most usually resorted to by slavers,’ until 
the commencement of the rainy season, these ves- 
vessels returned to the United States for supplies, 
and have since been despatched on a similar ser- 
vice. ; 

- From the reports of the commanding officers, it 
appears that the trade is now principally carried on 
under Portuguese colors; and they express the opi- 
nion that the apprehension of their presence on the 
slave coast kas, in a great degree, arrested the pros- 
titution of the American flag to this inhuman pur- 
pose. It is hoped that, by continuing to maintain 
this force in that quarter, and by the exertions of the 
officers in command, much will be done to put a stop 
to whatever portion of this traffic may have been car- 
ried on under the American flag,and to prevent its use 
in a trade which, while it violates the laws, is equally 
an outrage on the rights of others and the feelings 
of humanity. The efforts of the several Govern- 
ments who are anxiously seeking to suppress this 
trafic must, however, be directed against the facili- 
ties afforded by what are now recognised as legiti- 
mate commercial pursuits, before that object can 
be fully accomplished. Supplies of provisions, 
water-casks, merchandise, and articles connected 
with the prosecution of the slave-trade, are, it is 
understood, freely carried by vessels of different 
nations to the slave factories; and the effects of the 
factors are transported openly from one slave sta- 
tion to another, without interruption or punishment 
by either of the nations to which they belong, en- 
gaged in the commerce of that region. I submit 
to your judgments whether thgs Government, hav- 
ing been the first to prohibit, by adequate penaliies, 
the slave trade—the first to declare it piracy— 
should not be the first, also, to forbid to its citizens 
all trade with the slave factories on the coastof 
Africa; giving an example to all nations in this 
respest, which, if fairly followed, cannot fail to 

produce the most effective results in breaking u p 
those dens of iniquity. 

= M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, December 5, 1840. 

The message having been read, 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, 

Ordered, That the message and accompanying 
documents be printed; and that five thousand cc. 
pies of the message, and fifteen hundred copies of 
the message and accompanying documents be 
priuted for the use of the Senate. , 

The PRESIDENT communicated a letter from 
‘the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanied by his 
annnal report on the finances, which was ordered to 
be printed. 

REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 
ON THE STATE OF THE FINANCES, 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
. December 7, 1840. 


<The. undersigned respectfully submits to Con- 


gress the following report on the finances: 
He has great pleasure in announcing that dur- 


ing-the present year the expenditures have been 


“still farther reduced; and, though the revenue has 
not proved so large as usual, all the public engage. 
ments have been met with promptitude. ; 
I. The receipts and means for 1840, exclusive of 
trusts and the Post Office has been as follows: 
The available balance in the Treasury on the let 
of January, 1840, is computed to 
have bee - - - $2,246,749 00 
The data on which this conclu- 
sion rests, connected. with the actual 
receip's and expenditares in 1839, 
and with the unavailable condition 
of a portion ef the public funds, 
may be seen in the statements an- 
nexed. 
During the first three quarters of 
the present year the nett re- A 
ipts from customs 
merè - $10,689,884 78 
During the same pe- 
riod the receipts 
from lands were - 2,630,217 25 
Miscellaneous re- : 
ceipts for the same 


time - - 77,660 98 
Estimated receipts 

for the fourth 
` quarter from ‘all i 

these sources - 3,800,000 00 


These makegthe aggregate of ordi- 7 
nary receipts for the year - 17,197,763 Of 
Add the estimated : 
receipts of princi- 
pal and interest 
in -1840, out of 
what was due 
from former depo- 
site banks, but not 
available on the 
ist of January 
last. - - 
Add also the estima- 
ted receipts from 
the fourth bond of 
the United States 
Bank = - 
D>. from the issue of 
Treasury notes in- 
stead of others re- 
deemed - - 


$850,000 00 


t 


2,500,000 00 


5,440,000 09 


Aggregate from these 
additicnal sources - 


8,790,000 00 
This will make the total means in 
1840, as ascertained and es'ima- 
ted . - - $28,234,512 01 


It is proper to remark, that about $700,000 ot 
the sums computed to be received within the years 
from-the banks above described, have not yet been 
ascertained to be paid; and if, contrary to expecta- 
tion, there should be a failure to pay any part of 
them until next year, it will make a difference to 
that ex‘ent in the preceding results. 

IL. The expenditutes for 1840, exclusive of trusts 
and the Post Office, have been as follows: 

For the first three quarters: ¢ivil, di- 

plomatic, and miscel/aneous ~ $4,118,248. 64 
For the same tine, military - 8,750,784 52 
For the same time, naval - - 4,620,316 35 
Estimates by this Department 

(though higher by the others) for 

all expenses during the fourh 

quarter - - - - 5,000,000 00 

These make the agzrezate of cur- 
Tent expenses for the whole year 22,489,349 5I 
Add for funded debt and interest for 
that of the cities of the District of 

Columbia during the year, ascer- 

tained and estimated - - 
Redemption of Treasnry notes, in- 

cluding principal and interest, as- 

cerlained during the first three 

quarters - - 7 3 
Estimate of notes that will be re- 

deemed in the fourth quartier -~ 425,000 00 


100,000 00 


is. will make the aggregate of pay- 
"ments or expenditures of all kinds 26,643,656 12 
"Leaving an available balance of 
~> money in the Treasury on the 31st 
December, 1840, computed to be 1,590,855 89 


` $28,934,512 01 


Te funds on hand, considered not available for 
public purposes, at the commencement as well as 
close of the present year, are described particularly 
in the statement annexed. 


Previous to the close of the year, should Congress’ 


pass any new appropriations which may be imme- 
diately expended, an additional charge to that ex- 
tent will thus be imposed on 1840; and if amount- 
ing to any considerable sum, it might prudently be 
accompanied by some provision of new means suf- 
ficient for its payment. 

Ill. The condition of the publies debt next de- 
mands consideration. 

An exhibit of the particulars of it, whether 
funded or unfunded, and of the payments made 
within the year on account of both, is annexed. 

Probably none of the former kind of debt exists 
which is due, except what has been forgotten, or 


the evidence of it mislaid; as all ever claimed, 


whether incurred in the Revolution, or since, has 
been promptly discharged. It is fortunate that no 
new debt of a permanent character has been rc- 
cently created by the General Government; and 

` the undersigned, for reasons formerly explained, 
which need not be here repeated, has uniformly 
consideréd itsound policy never to incur one in 
time of peace. But it will berecolleeted that Con- 
gress, by an act passedin May, 1836, engaged, 
under special conditions, to make payment of a 
debt due from the cities of the Disirict of Co- 
lumbia to certain individuals abroad. 

The principal amounted of $1,500,000, and was 
to be paid in yearly instatments of $60,000 
each, beginning the Ist of January, 1841.. But 
the interest was payable quarterly, and, during the 
last four years, has been regularly discharged by 
the Treasury. 

Within the past year, notice has been received 
from the agent of the creditors that payment of the 
first and subsequent instalments of the principal is 
desired to be made, when due, with punctuality. 
To insure a compliance with that wish, it will be 
necessary, besides meeting the interest quarterly, 
to advance $60,000 of the principal at the com- 
mencement of the ensuing year; and the residue 
must be paid, in like amounts, annually hereafter, 
till the whole is discharged. 

The canal stocks, assigned to secure these pay- 
ments, can, by the terms of the agreement, be sold 
to aid in reimbursing them. But, in the first in- 
stance, the money is to be taken from the Treasu- 
ry, under existing Jaws, which appropriate sufti- 
cient to discharge all outstanding debts; and a sale, 
if able to be made afierwards, must probably be at 
a great sacrifice. Congress may therefore, in its 
wisdom, think farther legislation on the subject 
expedient, 

_. This is all the funded debt not due, and like- 
wise all of it not paid, except, as before explained, 
the inconsiderable portions never yet demanded. 

In respect to the unfunded debt: such small 
parts as were created previous to 1837, and still 
remain unsatisfied, must, it is presumed, be in 
that condition from some accident, which has pre- 
vented a request to be made for payment. 

_ Nor has any of it, which was incurred since, 
fallen due, wishout being discharged whenever 
claimed, 

The whole balance of the four emissions of Trea- 
sury notes made since October, 1837, which was 

outstanding on the Ist instant, amounted only to 
$4,433,823. This is but $1,675,488 more than at 

' the close of 1839, notwithstanding the great decline 
in our revenue since, andthe unexpectedly large 
expenditures of old appropriations connected with 
the Florida war, and the further adjustment of 
claims in behalf of Indians. 

Had these events not happened, lesseven than 
that amount of netes would have been issued, and 
the ‘Treasury might, with ease, have redeemed 

_ within the year all that were outstanding. 
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It could have done the same, also, with most of 
them, had Congress, at the last session, passed the 
declaratory act concerning the tariff, modified the 
system of drawbacks to correspond with the exist- 
ing duties, and adopted the propositions made for 
graduating the price of the public lands, as well as 
forming new land districts. 

It must be gratifying to learn, however, that, 
though incommoded by the failure of those mea- 
sures, and the unexpected circumstances before 
enumerated, the Department has been enabled, by 
other means under its control, to redeem every note 
presented, and to pay, with punctuality, all debts 
that have fallen due. 

The credit of the General Government has thus 
thus been preserved so high, that, instead of sacri- 
ficing its securities at large discounts, as in this and 
foreign nations some have been compelled to do 
with public stocks, the Treasury notes have conti- 
nued at par during the year, though never bearing 
an interest higher than 52-5 per cent. and sub- 
ject even to the stoppage of that, after sixty days’ 
notice. ; 

In fine, on a review of the whole subject, our 
situation respecting a public debt of any kind will 
bs found a most favored one. Regarded as an in- 
dication either of the good state of the national 
credit, or the ample resources of the General Go- 
vernment, or the discreet legislation relative to its 
fiscal concerns, it will be difficult to discover many 
eras more prosperous in these respects, whether in 
the annals of this or any other country. 

IV. The exports and imports within the year 
ending September 30, 1840, exhibit several striking 
peculiarities. While the foreign commerce of the 
country constitutes the chief basis of the revenue 
of the General Government, and is indicative of 
the extent of cur surplus prodace, the statistical re- 
turns in relation to the subject must excite constant 
attention among statesmen and political economists, 
as wellas merchants. 

The exports during the year are computed to 
have been $131,571,950. This amount is 
quite $10,543,534 more than in 1839, notwithstand- 
ing the reduced price of some of our great staples, 
and is larger than ever existed before in our his- 
tory. 

Of the whole exports, only $17,809,333 were of 
foreign origin. This left those of domestic origin 
at $113,762,617, being $6,845,937 more than in 
any previous year. 


The imports during 1840 were about $104,805,891. 
This shows the great falling off from the previous 
year of $57,236,241. It furnishes, likewise, the 
principa ‘explanation of the extraordinary diminu- 
tion which has occurred in (he revenue from cus- 
toms; a diminution, however, which has been 
caused, in part, by evasions of the laws, new judi- 
cial constructions left uncorrected, and the pay- 
ment of too large sums for bounties and drawbacks, 
under an omission in the existing tariff to reduce 
them in a ratio equal to the reduction going on in 
the duties. 


The difference between our exports and i-nports 
has usually been in favor of the latter. Several 
years ago it ranged that wey about seven millions 
of dollars annually; but, of late, the average has 
risen to near twenty millions annually; the excess 
of imports having been, in 1836 even, $61,316,995, 
and in 1839 $41,063,716. But during 1840, the 
extraordinary occurrence of a reverse in this state 
of things has taken place. Such a circumstance as 
the exports at all exceeding the imports, is believed 
to have happened previously only six times since 
the Constitution was adopted; and then, never to an 
extent beyond $7,916,831. Now, however, with- 
out any inflation, and in some importaat articles 
under a contraction of prices, the excess of ex- 
ports is not only more than ever was known before, 
bur quite threefold greater, being computed to equal 
$26,766,059. 

This excess having failed to produce the usual 
corresponding increase of imports, but, on the con- 
trary, having been accompanied by a diminution 
never previously equalled in amount, except under 
the influence of the embargo in 1808, the whole 
matter furnishes another proof of the hazardous 
finctuations in the chief source of our present reye- 


SR O 


nue, which Congress has been requested so-répeate 
‘edly to guardagainst by some permanent provision, 
| It is also a strong illustration of the probability 
of.the conjecture expressed in the last annual: re- 
port, tiit the country had become alarmingly in- 
debted abroad; in. part on ordinary. mercantile 
credit, but chiefly on stocks of corporations and 
States. eet, 

To meet what would soon. be due for- interest 
alone, it was then supposed would require- twelve 
or thirteen millions of the exports; aid: which, in 
that event, would of course furnish ne -returns in 
imports. The same result must follow yearly, till 
the old stocks are redeemed, unless new ones can, 
for some time longer, be sold; andthe diffcul- 
ty be thus deferred, though merely at the. ex- 
pense of increasing the whole ultimate indebted- 
ness. 3 

But it is a source of great satisfaction to witness 
the indications which the unprecedented amount-of 
exports, during the last four years, has given of the 
continued prorperity of the country.” : 

Notwithstanding some depressions in particular 
branches of business, or in particular places, the 
general prosperity has been such as to create a 
large surplus of products, and to enable us.to-send 
abroad immense and increased valaes of them, 
however great the complaints have been as to low 
prices. i 

These official records are some of the most au- 
thentic tests of truth, amidst contradictory. conjec- 
tures on topics like these. They show that we have 
been able to spare, in exports of domestic produc- 
tions during the last four years, quite $408,894,743 
in value; while in no previous term of that length, 
since the adoption of the Constitution, have they 
exceeded $359,447,622. Except in the last. two 
series of four years, they have never gone beyond 
$239,576,749; or, not two-thirds as bigh as from 
1837 to 1840. The whole tonnage of the country 
has also advanced within the four. years past, 
more than 20,000 tons. ... toe 

Seldom, indeed, if ever, has the navigating inte- 
rest, one of the great exponents of our wealth and 
increased commerce, been so prosperous as with- 
in the last twelve months. 

It is true that a portion of the increase in exports 
may be attributable to some alteration in the ha- 
bits of the community, not connected with additional 
wealth. j : 

The disposition in families to rely less on: their 
own resources, and obtain more by means. of mer- 
cantile exchanges abroad as well as at home, 
has, without doubt, grown more rapidly of late 
years than formerly, and tended to augment both 
the imports and exports beyond what the real in- 
crease in the amount of products would indicate. 
Yet the great excess of exports during the last few 
years, over those of previous times, cannot all have 
arisen from these circumstances. Granting, how- 
ever, that some of it has; the consequences. to that 
extent, and in another view of the subject, are not 
so well calculated to excite gratification. The in- 
creased dependence which.the change of habits, in 
selling and buying so. much more of. what:is con- 
sumed, has occasioned between different. countries 
and those engaged in different avocations, as well 
as the increased credit thus demanded through 
many new ramifications, and the greater subjec- 
tion thus produced of almost every pursuit to the 
evils attendant on fluctuations in prices, on bank 
expansions, and revulsions in commerce, have pro- 
bably exercised an influence on the events of the 
last four years not inconsiderable nor salutary. 
Combined with other causes, they must certainly 
have tended to effect a wide and unfavorable alte- 
ration in public manners; and may, in time, inflict 
an injury on the morals and. character of the na- 
tion, which will more than counterbalance all the 
gains in wealth. ; , 

V. The estimates of the receipts and expendi- 
tures for 1841 next demand attention, : 

The actual receipts and expenditures in that year 
can, of course, be so regulated by Congress, 
through new legislation, as to reach nearly any 
amount it may deem proper. But the undersigned 
can neither increase nor diminish them). though a 
duty is developed on him, in respect to, the subject, 
while at the head of the Treasury, which be now 


8 


"-uproceeds to: perform—of presenting ‘some opinion 
eoneerning the amounts to which; under: the exist- 
ing laws, and the-calls of the different departments, 
they arelikely to attain. cae 
He: will farther suggest any gen” 
which-appear to-him expedient, as well as any new 
means deemed nécessary to meet all: the: burdens, 
which, it is apprehended, may be inipezed, - 
The estimates for the ordinary .yeveipts. and ex- 
penditures'in the ensuing year: difèr some millions 
‘from: what will be actually receiv®l and expended 
in the present one. . So , 
It is-caleulated; however, that-the difference will 
` be'what is:always most desirable,——some. increase 
ofthe receipts, and a further diminution of the ex- 
“penditures. ae 
The- estimates for. the latter, in the present year, 


were made less than these of 1839; and the results 
have cotresponded. Indeed; it is a cause of much 
gratification that the expectations heretofore che- 
rished, of materially reducing the public burdens, 
have been verifiva to so great an extent. Thus, 
the ‘expenses of 1838 fell below those of 1837; 
while the expenses of 1839, notwithstanding the 
continuance of the Florida war, were. nearly eight 
millions below. those of 1838; and it is expected 
that the expenses of 1840 will be from two to three 
millions still lower, or quite ten millions less than 
those of 1838. 
They would have been nearly twelve millions 
“Tess; had: not that war continued, and unusually 
large payments been made to Indians, under old 
appropriations. 
` {tis believed that the ordinary expenses of 1841 
ought to fall some millions below these in 1840; 
as. the pensions have diminished by deaths, 
fewer Indians remain to be removed, several ex- 
pensive public buildings have been mostly finished, 
and ‘hostilities with the Seminoles must be nearer to 
a close, 

More details concerning the estimates for the 
next year will be proper, and will illustrate the cor- 
reciness of some of the preceding results. 

_ It may be stated, from the. best data in posses- 
sion of this Department, that'the receipts, under the 
existing laws, will probably be as follows: 


From customs A $19,000,000 
-Fror lands è s 7 3,500,000 
From miscellaneous s ; 80,090 
Add the expecied balance in the 

‘Treasury, available on the Ist of 

January next . r i 1,580,855 


The aggregate of ordinary means for 
the next year would then be - 24,160,855 
There will be nothing more, either of 
principal. or interest, due from 
banks, which is likely to be made 
available, except about . š 
A power will exist, under the act of 
3lst March, 1840, to issue Lreasu- 
ry notes till a year from ils passage 
expires, but not to make the whole 
emission outstanding at any one 
time exceed five millions of dollars, 
This will furnish additional means, 
equal to the computed amount 
which can be issued at the close of 
the present year, being about > + 342,618 


Rett 


220,000 


Hence, there may be added, from 
these several sources, so. much asto - 
make the whole means for the next 
year E REE aa toy gat 7 

On-the other hand, ‘the expenditures eae 
for 1841 for ordinary purposes, if 
Congress make no :redietion in ‘the 
appropriations requested by the dif- 
ferent departments, are estimated 
at . ' i 


. . 


19,250,000 
This would leave a balance in the | 
‘Treasury, at the close of the year, 
equal to + fo” 


. > 


5,473 473 


But ceriain payments must also bé 
made on account of the funded and 
unfunded debt, unless Congress au- 
thorize contracts to be formed for 


ait: F , Nnt 
- e 


zhanges ji © 
- For the redemption of Treasury notes, 
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Ser eee aetna 


extending the time of their pay- 
- ‘ment. Thus, there will be re- 
quired— . 
On aécount of the funded debt, chiefly 
for the cities of this Disirict - $149,200 
if all the others be issued which can 
-be under the present law, as then 
, the amount returned within A. D. 


1841 will probably not exceed . 4,560,000 


$4 649,200 


Estimated balance in the Treasury at 
the close of the next year, after all 
payments whatever . $824,273 
Thus it will be seen that if the whole of these 

charges, both ordinary and extraordinary, should be 

required to ke extinguished in 1841, the estimated 
means will be sufficient for that purpose, but may 
not, besides, leave so large a balance ia the Trea- 
sury as is convenient and useful. The best mede 
of obviating any difficulty which might arise frem 
that circumstance will soon be considered by itself. 

For some further general view of the grounds of 
the estimate of the expenditures for 1241, it will be 
necessary to advert a few moments to the new and 
old appropriations from which those expenditures 

are to be made. í 
The new ones, proposed by the diferent De- 

partmenis for the service of 1841, amount to 

$16,621,520 28. 

Viz: Civil, diplomatic, and miccella- 


neous . . . + $3,450,740 13 
Military . ; . + 7,725,440 94 
Naval g . ; + 5,445,339 21 


Besides these, certain permanent appropriations 
under existing laws will become chargeable on the 
Treasury during the next year, in sums as fol- 
lows: 

For ordinary purposes. 


Military ; r x . $864,000 
For other purposes. 
Pablic debt, including interest and 
first instalment for the District 
of Columbia z z : 149,200 
Redeeming Treasury notes . 3 4,500,000 


These would make the new charges, for ordina- 
ry purposes, under both new and permanent appro- 
priations, amount to $17,485,520 28. But, in- 
eluding the public debtand the redemption of 
Treasury notes, these charges would be $22,134,- 
720 28. 

It will be perceived, therefore, that the aggregate 
of actual expenditures during 1841 has been com- 
puted to be $1,764,480 higher than the estimated 
amount of new and permanent appropriations. 
This is done not only because some small over- 
sights have doubtiess occurred. in the latter, and 
unavoidable. omissions, as will be seen by the 
notes, but some new private bills, granting money, 
may be passed by Congress, and a greater propor- 
tion of the outstanding appropriations at the end of 
1840 (though reduced as much as three or four 
milions less than at the end of 1839) may be ex- 
pended in 1841, than will be@eft unexpended of the 
new charges impssed, These last two items ate 
usually computed to equal each other. The De- 
partments calculate that $6,66!,123 of the old ap- 
propriations will be required to complete the par- 
poses originally contemplated by them. 

They propose cnly to apply about $3,749,994 of 
them to the service of the ensuing year, without re- 
appropriation; and the residue, emounting to 
$138,878, it is expected will go to the surplus fund 
They esumate the whole of them at the close of the 
yéar to be $10,549,905. 

VI. A few more explanations of other grounds 
for the estimates of receipts and expenditures for 
the next year may be useful, . l 

Tt will be noticed that the estima'es for both dre 
founded principally on the existing Jaws. Saould 
Congress, therefore, alter the tariff, so as to in- 
crease or reduce the duties, the expected amount of 
receipis must of course be varied in that propor- 
ione 

So it must be if Congress makes any essential 


change in ‘fespect to the public lands, and either | 


‘minution in our ex: 


passes a graduation bill, and ereates new land dis- 
tricts in which surveys are ready fer large sales, as 
this would increase the immediate receipts; or if, 
on the other hard, it should distribute the proceeds 
of the sales among the States, as that would dimi- 
nish the revenue applieable to the purposes of the 
General Government, and render a resort to new 


‘taxation, an increased tariff, or a loan, indispensa- 


ble, to the extent of the distribution. 

The estimates of the receipts from-customs have 
been lessened somewhat, because the importaticn 
of certain articles paying a duty will, in 1841, be 
partially postponed to 1842, in consequence of the 


` great reduction in the tariff on them which will 


take place in the latter year under the existing 
laws. 

- So have they been on account of the greater pro- 
portionate bounties and drawbacks which are now 
returzed on several articles, and some beneficial 
operation anticipated from the Independent Trea 
sury in checking speculaiion. 

Oa the contrary, tte revulsions in business 
which have occurred since the middle of 1839, and 
deeply affected the revenue of some other countries 
as well as our own, and the protracted suspeasion 
of specie payments by many of the kanks, which 
has continued over a large part of the United States 
since Octebcr in that year, will probably terminate 
soon, by the salutary reaction of great commercial 
principles; and that event must be accompanied by 
a considerable inerease of imports and duties. 
The amount of the latter, therefore, has been esti- 
mated higher than the actual receipts in the pre. 
sent year, but not so high as they were in 1839 by 
about two millions, nor so high es many anticipate 
they willbe. Butif the banks do not speedily ye- 
sume, it is to be feared that the estima’e will prove 
larger, instead of smaller, than events will verify. 

Tie revenue from lands must continue to be 
lower under the present laws thin might otherwise 
be expected, because that portion of the vast sales 
in 1835 and 1836 which were made to speculators, 
must for some years longer come into the market 
in competition with the Government; and the emi- 
gration to Texas, as well as the continuance of the 
suspéns'on of specie payments by the banks over 
much of the West and Southwest, is likely to ope- 
rate injuriously somewhat longer, though probably 
with a force much diminished. | 

In respect tothe estimates for expenditures, it 
need only be observed here, that any considerable 
addition made by Congress to the new appropria- 
tions called for, would require'a prevision of fèr- 
ther means to meet them, corresponding in amount; 
and any dimination in thos appropriations would 
also reduce, ina similar manner, the amount of 
means otherwise necessary. 

Vil. -Itis proper to advert next to the best mode 
of avoiding any inequality between the anticipated 
receip's and expendituies, either in 1841 or 1842. 

It has already been shown that the whole amount- 
of reveipts in 1841 will probably be sufficient to 
discharge all ordinary expenditures, and those parts 
of the outstanding debt, funded cr unfunded, 
which may become due, But the preservation of 
a svitable balanee in the Treasury may require 
more than what will probably be left after satisfy- 
ing olber purposes. The raising of any sum for 
that object in 1841 could, however, be obviated by 
authorizing a contract to be made, under proper 
restrictions, exte g the period of payment for a 

ortion of the temporary Habilliies failing due in 
that year, Yet, in the opinion of the undersigned, 
the best mode of providing for this case woald b2, 
without either an extension of this kind, or a loan, 
ora furtherissue of Sreasury notes, or a change 
in the tarif, but merely by Irs-ening the appropri- 
ations for the service of 1841 below the estimates, 
or by passing such declaratory clauses as to the 
present tarif, and such acts as to the public lands, 
as have heretofure been urged on the consideration 
of Congress, a : 

The argaments in favor of some further di- 
! i : ditures, and the general 
items in which the reduction is considered most 
compatible with the public interests, were so folly 
exhibited in the last two annual reports as to rendet 
& repetition of them unvecessary. 

It was then believed that the laws could be alter- 
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elso as to admit of safely curtailing the appropri- 


cations at once, to such an extent that the expendi- 


‘tures need nct exceed, in the aggregate, seventeen 
or eighteen millions yearly. After more of the 
pensions tefmina‘e, and the removal of the Iadians 
is completed, they could be beneficially contracted 
‘to even less than that amount. Such a reduction 


“as is first adverted to seems, therefore, proper to be 


adopted-now, since it could be effected without the 
probability of injury to any useful national esta- 
blishment, would promote public fregality, and su- 
persede the necessity either of higher tariffs, direct 
taxes, or permanent debts. 

If that-be uot done, the secondary measures. be- 
fore suggested, zuch as a declaratory act to enforce 


‘the present tariff, a suitable modificaticn of the 


drawbacks and bounties; and the passage of bills 
graduating the price of public lands, as well as 
creating s:me new districts fer the sa'e of them, 
would be likely, if taking effect early, to yield a 
suitable supply in the course of the year. 

It will be observed, however, that though, under 
either of these arrangements, enough might bs ob- 
tained within the whole of 1841 for the objects 
contemplated, yet not a due or sufficient proportion 
in the first quarter; because by that time ail the 
measures are not likely to go iato full operation, 
nor much of the anticipated increase to happen io 
the actual receipts of duties wader existing laws. 
Unusually heavy expenses wi'l also fall on that 
quarter in the next year. In addition to a full por- 
tion of most of the current expenses, andthe whole 
pension payments for the first half of the yezr, and 
one-third of a million, or more, for all the annual 
fishing bounties, there will be imposedon it most 
of the charges for the whole year connected with 
the session of Congress and private bills, a+ well as 
large payments for taking the census, and for the 
firs! instalment of the debt of this District; several 
of them as early even as the first day of January. 

From these circumstances, and the considerations 


“that all which is due from the banks may nct 


‘ 


be then paid, and that the balance in the Trea- 
sury, under the policy adopted by Congress of late 
years, will of necessity be small, while the fluc- 
tuations and inequalities are very great between 
the receipts and expendi‘ures in different porticns 
of the year, to whith we are constantly exposed 
from causes that have on former occasions been 
explained at length, it must be obvious that entire 
safety requires a conditional pewer to be scasona- 


ply conferred on the Executive to obiain at any _ 


time with 1841 such subsidiery means as may be 
needed for a few moths, and as may be sufficient 
toenable the T:easury punctually to discharge, 
during that year, all the liabilities imposed by Con- 
gress. 

There is another contingency under the existing 
laws, as to duties, which requires attention, with a 
view to be properly prepared for it; though legis- 
lation concerning the subject is not necessary so 
early asin the cther case, because ihe event on 
which it depends caanot actually happen till the 
year 1842. 

Thus the progressive reduction of the present ta- 
riff, which has been going cn since, 1833, will, after 
December, 1841, take effect to a mach larger ex- 
tent than heretofore. Nearly two millions and a 
half of dollars wil! then be deducted at once. 

On the ist of July afierwards, at least two mii- 
lions and a half more of duties willbe removed; 
making an aggregate, in six months, of quite five 
millions, If the imports 
much from ‘hose in 1838, this would leave an in- 
come fiom ihem, not probably exceeding ten or 
eleven millions of dollais yearly. it wili therefore 
be necessary to make ecriesponding reducions in 
the expenditures of 1842, or sezsunably provide 
otherwise, in some permancal marner, to supply 
any wants likely to happen from this cause. 

Should Congress conclude that such reduction in 
the expenditures cannot properly be made, and that 
the imports for 1842 will not increas? beyond those 
in 1838, tre amount of the deficency would, in 
those event, probably differ but hitie from five 
millions, Such a deficiency would, uncer there 
circumstanc’s, be likely to become permanent, and 
may be considered the first cf that character which 
will occur under the tariff act of 1833. 


then should not differ - 


The idea that such a. deficiency in time of peace 
ought to be supplied by issues of Treasury notes, 
or by a loan, has never been entertained by the 
undersigned. Nor can it be countenanced by any 
sound principles either of finance cr political ece- 
nomy. The isquiry then recurs, what other mode 
would be more cligible? When we possessed an 
extraordinary surplus, it was considered prudent by 
Congress to make deposites with the States, with a 
view to be returned in an exigency, rather than to 
invest a periion of it safely and productively, so as | 
to be realized in suchan event. It wouid therefore 
be cozsistent with that arrangement to recall, in 
1842, such part of the surplus as may be then 
needéd. 

That course, however, appea’s not very likely to 
be adopted, since the former power given to this 
Department to recall these deposites has been taken 
away by Congress. | 

Another procticabie mode would be to resort to | 
direct taxes. But this is so unsuited to the general | 
habits, and so uncongenial to the opinions ef most | 
of our population, that its adoption is not to be an- | 
ticipated. Some other permanent resource must | 
then be looked to. The choice will probably rest 
between the large reduction of expenditures, with | 
the other accompanying measures before specified, | 
and some extensive modification of the present ta- | 
rif. Explanations have heretofore been given by 
the undersigned in favor of the former course; and 
it would probably prove sufficient to meet the emer- 
géncy, if the reduction be pushed vigorously, and 
especia'ly if the imports after 1841 shall exeeed | 
those in 1838, which is regarded as probable. | 

But Congress may net coiacide wih him in opi- | 
nion on these points, an3, for covering the contin- 
gency, may consider the adoption of some perma- | 
nent change in the tarif as preferable, and as not | 
too early at the present session, to give fuil notice 
of its character, before goirg into cperstion, in or- | 
der that the different interesis most affected by it į 
shall have time to becsme gradually adjusted to its 
provisions, 

In that event, it might be supposed that the un- 


‘dersigned had avoided due responsibility, and a į 


timely discharge of daty, if he were not prepared 
to offer some views concerning the details, as well 
as general principles, which he deems applicable to | 
such a change. He bas therefore examined the 
subject, and is ready to present the resulis at any 
moment either [louse of Congress shall express a | 
wish to that effect. But he refrains from submit: | 
ting them without a special request, because some | 
doubt exist’, ander circumstances which can be | 
properly appreciate, as to the delicacy of his dis- 
cussing a measure at this time, which ihe Legista- 
ture may not consider it nevessary to acton till a 
new Congress assembles, H 
VHI The mede of keeping the publie money | 
recently established by Congress, has thus far an- | 
swered the expectations of this Departmeat. i 
The numerous labors, perplexitics, and delays of | 
putting a new system into operation, have been i 
mosily overcome, and no losses whatever are 
known to bave oceurred under it. 
Some of the provisions in the law are deemed 
objectionable in their details, and are respec'fuily | 
i 
| 
| 
| 


recommended to Congress for revision. But they | 
are not supposed to affect in the slightest degree | 
any principle involved in the measure. i 

‘Thus, the ordinary clerks authorized ere nume- 
rous encugh, yet a principal one is needed at Nex 
York city, with such compensation as is usual ata 
place of so large and important business. 

On fuli inquiry, it has been found also that na , 
site could probably be purchased for the crectio® of | 
an cffice at St. Louis, which would be more suite- 
ble than a lot now owned by the United States; ; 
and it may be, under a further examination which 
is in progress, that no new building could be erect- 
ed on that site, which would prove more ceonoml- 
cal and canven’ent, than one which ean be 
chased already erecied. A suitable change in the 
appropriation on that subject is therefore respect- 
fully recommended 

A provision is needed likewise in case of vacan- 
cies, from any cause whatever, in the cffices of re- 
ceivers general and treasurers. One has formerly 
been asked in relation to collectors of tne customs, 


“principal. 


in cases of removals and expirations of the terms 
of office, to prevent an interregnum in the dis- 
charg: of the duties. This might properly -be 
adopied as to them, and extended to receivers gene- 
ral and the Treasurer of the United States, as well 
as of the Mint and its branches, in all. instances 
whatever of vacancy or temporary inability of the 
Perhaps the least objectionable mode to 
effect this object would be, to direct that the chief 
clerk of all these cfficers should, in such eases, and 
where no other legal prevision now exists, be au- 
thorized and required to discharge these duties, at 
the risk and under the responsibility of the princi- 
pa! and his securities, till the vacancy is filled, or 
the-disability removed. 

In consequence of some defects in the phraseo- 
logy of the penal parts of ihe act,2 new clause 
extenting them to all disbursing officers of every 
character under the Genea! Government would be 
judicious. A further provision also, respecting 
the places of ceposite, by disbursing officers, of 
meney act inthe Treasury, but drawn out and 
put into their hands for making payments, appears 
necessary. 

The keeping cf such money is now regulated by 
the act of 34 of March, 1809; and if it is intended 
to bring it within the operation of the late law as 
to money in the Treasury, it seems proper to do so 
by an explicit eneciment. 

The seciien requiring disbursing offizers to sell 
their drafts for specie alone, though certain pro. 
portions of paper are allowed to be received for all 
public dues, appears not to be in symmetry with 
those ether provisicns. The general inflaerce of 
the present system is believed to have been thus 
far salutary. The true standard of valae bas been. 
rendered mere familiar, confidence has been in- 
creased in uts slabiilty, prices have gracually risen, 
business improved, and exchanges altered greatly 
for the beiter, 

If something has been or may ke lost in conve- 
nience, (which is not unlikely,) by the increasing 
disuse of a paper currency for public payments, | 
much more will probably be gained by the cir- 
cumstances before enumerated, as well as by the 
greater security in the use of specie, the more 
stable value impaiicd by the present system to pro- 
perty and labor, and the strong check established 
by it, not only against defalcations, bat against 
bank cxpansicns, excessive speculations, and com- 
mercial fluctuations. 

Even any inconvenience attending this change 
in the currency used, if found particularly embar- 
rassing, can be overcome hereafter, ard the sys- 
term stil! maintained, should Congress feel disposed 
to adopt the measure which was suggested for that 
purpose by the undersigned in September, 1837. 

Soch a measure would often furnish every ade 
vantage of a circulating mediam, easy of transpor- 
tation, of the h'g 


rest Possible credit, and ai the 
same time requiring an equal amount of specie to 
be employed, (thongh in deposile,) and without 
subjecting any cf the fiscal affairs of the Govern- 
mert to that legal dependence on corporations for 
thelr management, which is so objectionable in 
many respects, as never to have been attempted in 
the management of any of its oiher affairs, civil or 
military. 

The iopies of the condition of the banks of the 
ion; the siata of the currency; the proper places 
ite for the public funds, and other matters 
y connected with ihem, have engressed 
e portion of the annual reports from 
or several years. 
ng of the meney in the Treasury 


lezal pr 
this tine further to discuss these m 
sub eral remarks which wil 
the e commupicauon. 

IX. Some miscellanequs topics connected with 
the fnanees deserve a brief notice. ` 

‘The various measures heretofore recommended 
to Congress by the undersigned, and which have 
not yet been finally acted on, are agam respectful- 
ly recalled to its attention. f : 

Without reeapitalating them, it will be found, on 
a reference to former reperts, that many 6f the sub- 


s, than to 
be found at 


“10 


-Jeets possess much importance in a fiscal view; 
:every year’s. experience has strengthened the con- 
-Viction of the usefulness of early aetion upon 
them. o oon ee ay i 
“Tt affords:me pleasure to state that; since the last 
„sesion, the Neapolitan Government, under its trea- 
ty of: indemnity, has paid promptly another instal- 
ment, which this Department hasbeen enabled to 
have remitted. home early, and distributed among. 


the claimants. 


.. "Phe situation of the General Land Office, and 


: its operations within the year, will be submitted se- 
-parately in. a few days, i é 
~ Bix old land. districts have been recently diseonh- 
‘tinued, under the act cf June 12, 1840. It is. be- 
- lieved that some others might economically and use- 
fully be abolished by Congress, though not coming 
within the provisions of that law. 
Office at Greensburg,| Louisiana. One district in 
„Indiana, including the capital of the State, is 
thought, from its peculiar position, to require spe- 
cial legislation to exempt it from the operation of 
the late act. ‘ . 
< This occasion is taken, also, to renew the recom- 
mendations, before presented by this Department to 
Congress and the appropriate committees, for the 
discontinuance of certain officers now employed -in 
the collection of duties, whose further services, it 
has been believed, could be safely dispensed with, 
‘in consequence of the reduction in business of late 
years at the different places where they are station- 
ed. They include some collectors and naval offi- 
cers, and several surveyors, amounting in all to 
eighteen, but whose offices cannot be abolished 
without new legislation. 
__ All the subordinate cusiom-house officers, which 
it is competent for this Department, without such 
legislation, to dispense with, and whose situation 
was in other respects similar, have already been 
discontinued, inciuding, within two years, more 
than fifty officers, and, besides those, five vessels and 
boats, with nearly one hundred men, in the cutter 
Service. In about forty other cases, the compensz- 
-tion of officers and light-house keepers has deen re- 
duced. , 

X., In closing this last annual report of the un- 
.dersigned, it may be expected that he would ad- 
vert, for a moment, to the general character of 
some of our financial operations during the period 
of his connection with the Treasury Depattment. 

Though employed in different Executive offices 
nearly ten years, he has been connected with the 
Treasury only from six to seven of them. 

During this term there has occurred much to 
evince the great fiscal power, as well as prosperity 
ofthe Union. Some reverses have, at times, over- 
taken the rashness displayed by parts of the com- 
munity in certain branches business, and have ex- 
„tended their adverse influences to the revenue de- 
pendent upon them. But the period and the coun- 
try, asa whole, have been almost unexampled in 
prosperous developments. 

Thus, in respect to our receipts. Notwithstand- 
ing the unusual revulsions in imports on two ceca- 
sions, so sensibly lessening the revenue; notwith- 
standing any losses sustained in those crises, by the 
Government, through offfcers, banks, or merchants; 
and notwithstanding the bienvial reduction in the 
duties, which has by law been constantly going 
on, as well as the remission of several milions 
to railroal corporations, and under new judicial 
constructions; yet our condition has been so 
flourishing, as to yield a revenue daring that 
time sufficient, after all those deductions, te ac- 
complish the following important results, 
enabled the Treasury to meet the current expendi- 
tures of the Government, as well as the extraordi- 
‘nary ones by Indian wars, treaties, and other costly 
measures, and, without imposing any new taxes, 
or higher tariff, and withoutany new funded debt 
whatever, bul extinguishing considerable remains 
of the old one, and paying the interest on that as- 
sumed for thisjDistrict,to save the unprecedented sur- 
plus of more than twenty-eight millions of dol- 
lars, and deposite the same with the States for 
safe keeping till needed by the General Govern- 
ment. 

Tce only permanent aid in effecting this, beyond 
the receipts from crdinary sourees, has teen the 


and 


Such isthe. 


It has- 


| 


| 


| debt due from the United States Bank, of about eight 


millions, and the Treasury notes now outstanding, 
equal to nearly four and a half millions. Bat dar- 
ing that period, a sum not far from the first amount 
has been applied to the discharge of the principal 
and interest of the old funded debt; so that; to- 


-wards the payment of all other expenses, only be- 


tween four and five millions, beyond what was 
temporary, and what has already beer refunded or 


- adjusted, have been received from any extraneous 


source whatever. f 
It follows, therefore, that the current revenue, 
notwithstanding all reductions, has been adequate 


-to defray both the ordinary and extraordinary de- 


mands, and, afier taking from what is deposited 
with the States, sufficient to extinguish every kind 
of indebtedness created on account of the General 


‘Government during the same period, to leave on 


hand the large-balance of nearly twenty-four mil- 
lions. . 

Itis true that. the available sums in the Treasury 
atthe commencement and close of the period in 
question will probably prove different in amount; 
but if made equal, a surplus would. still be left, 
which is likely to exceed sevenfeen or eighteen mil- 
lions of dollars. 

Beside this recorded evidence cf the prosperity 
of the country and the fiscal ability of the General 
Government in those years, it is gratifying, amidst 
many misapprehensions concerning the subject, to 
reflect on another circumstance connected with our 
financial operations, which has also become matter 
of history. It is this: Though destitute of the aid 
ofa United States Bank asa fiscal agent during that 
period, and baffled by various unremedied imper- 
fections in the laws connected with the finances, as 
well as embarrassed by two suspensions of specie 
payments by many of the State banks—ore still 


continuing; yet the Treasury has been able to make , 


its vast collections, transfers, and payments, with 
promptitude, and in most cases with. specie or its 
equivalent. 

Some correct judgment can be formed of the ex- 
tent and difficulty of these operations, when it is 
recollected that the whole sums which have thus 
been collected, without deducting fractions, added 


„to those sums which have been paid over chiefly 


by another class of (ffivers, have exceeded 
the extraordinary aggregate of $360 000,000, 


„and been dispersed over a territory of nearly 


two million square miles in extent. It is, more- 
over, ascertained that the whole losses within 
the same time by defaults, large and smail, and 
ia ail kinds of offices, will probably not equal 
half of one per cent. on that amount; and how- 
ever official delinquencies may, in some cases, 
have inevitably been aggravated by the unpre- 
cedented speculations of the times, and by 
gteat revulsions and failures among banks 
and individuals, those losses will not be one-fourth 
so large, in proportion to the amounts collected and 
paid, as in some previous terms, when the system 
under a United States Bank was in full operation. 

A few words may be proper as to the expendi- 
tures Curing the same period. Though they were 
of necessity augmented by some of the circum- 
stances before mentioned, two Indian treaties only, 
out of a large number, having already involved us 
in the expense of nearly twenty-three millions of 
dollars; yet the aggregate of all has been much re- 
duced since the influences of those causes and ihe 
impulses of an overflowing Treasury have dimi- 
nished. The expenditures have fallen yearly since 
1837, till they are now only tweaty-two anda half 
m lions independent of any debt and trusts, and 
are supposed to be in progre:s to a still lower 
amount. 

The undersigned has earnestly urged a more rapid 
reduction. He has has considered the great safe- 
guard aginst a too splendid central government, 
which would constantly threaten to overshadow all 
State independence, and attract the ambition of most 
of the friends of State Rights from humb‘er paths of 
frugality and principle into the dazzling vortex of 
higher patronage, honors, and emoluments. While 
the sumulants to excesses shall continue to lessen, 
nothing will be necesssary to insure the further sue- 
cess of an economieal policy, but perseverance in 
Telrenchments, wherever they are practicable withe 


i 


out injury to the pnblic interests. The removals of 
Indians being mostly finished, and the chief 
causes of frontier wars extinguished, unless new 
objects of expenditure be selected, or & great en- 
largement given to some already existing, the 
whole amount must, of necessity, contract hereafter 
very rapidly. The same result will be forther 
promoted by the deaths ,of pensioners, increasing 
through advanced age, and the completion of many 
‘public works, as well as by persisting in a firm po- 
licy to avoid the wasteful expense of unnecessary - 
foreiga collisions, and to refrain from those lavish 
expenditures for certain domestic objects, over 
which the jurisdiction of the General Government 
is often questionable, and which always open the 
widest door to extravagance, favoritism, and cor- 
ruption. : : 

One of the greatest evils to the public service, as 
well as to the security of private business, during a 
part of the above period, has consisted in the fluc. 
tuations to which both have been subjected. 

With only asingle year intervening, and with- 
out any material change in the tariff, or any what- 
ever in the price of the public lands, we have seen 
the revenue from ordinary sources suddenly vary 
from nearly fifty millions annually to eighteen; and, 
on two occasions since, vibrate to the extraordi- 
nary extent of nearly eight and eleven millions 
yearly. 

The transactions of individuals upon which our 
revenue depends, must, of course, have undergone 
an unusual change at the same time. 

The imports fell within two years, in the case 
first referred to, from near one hundred and ninety 
millions to one hundred and fourteen; and in the 
single year just passed, fell almost sixty millions. 
Sach inflations and contractions must be destruc- 
tive of all confidence in calculations for the future, 
while the causes of them shall continue to operate 
unremedied. 

‘What were those causes? 

They will be found to have been chiefly connect- 
ed with the abuses of banking. On the occasion 
first referred to, they were the superabundance 
of a fictitious medium of circulation, with the at- 
tendant overtrading and speculations in 1836, and 
the consequent suspensions of specie payments in 
1837, as well as the disasters and scarcity of any 
medium till the latter part of A. D. 1838. Then 
another expansion commenced, extending into 
1839, and accompanied by another inereaze in im- 
ports of nearly fifty millions, which ended again in 
the contractions by banks, suspensions, and com- 
mercial reverses, which have suddenly reduced the 
imports of 1840 more than one-third, and in many 
places augmented seriously the embarrassments be- 
fore existing from similar vacillations in the paper 
currency. : 

How far some imprudences abroad, at the same 
time, similar to these, though in a country enjoying 
any advantages which can result from a National 
Bank, may have augmented the evils here, by 
means of ihe intimate moneyed relations between 
us, need not now be discussed, though probably 
their influence was Jarge and unfavorable. 

The causes first named were, likewise, in full 
operation here in 1816 and 1817, and were suc- 
ceeded by many of the same depluiable conse- 
quences in 1819 and 1820. One followed the 
other as inevitably as the ebb of the tide succeeds 
its flood. 

Tae great principies of trade can never be long 
viclated with impunity; and any fictitious or unna- 
tural excess of credit soon ends in revulsions, as the 
essence of legitimate commerce consists in an ex- 
change cf values for each other, or of values for 
what truly represen's values, and can be readily 
converted into them. 

Ail business otherwise becomes a mere game of 
hazard; speculation must enter into every affair of 
life; riches and poverty will be »dependent on the 
merest bubbles; prices will change oftener than the 
wind; regularity in receipts and expenditures be 
impossible; estimates for the future, whether in 
public or private matters, become mere conjectures; 
tariffs require yearly alteration to meet the fluctua- 
tions of business; and the community be kept un- 
der the constant excitement and depression of the 
hot and cold fits of a violent fever, 


- pushed so as to trespass On ground really doubtful 


. pursue such a course, it will mitigate and check the 


: powers, and by forced constructions in favor of 


-aggravate rather than diminish existing evils, and 


- either to State rights or the people, and certainly 


~ refused rather than confided to the General Go- 
‘ vernment by the people and the States that formed 


- can, without question, be exercised further than has 


‘exercise of ifs express powers. 


‘of abuses, in order to correct smaller ones, must 


of expediency alone, weli be dixzountenanced. 
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The first remedy sought in 1816, by the esta- 
blishment of a National Bank, was supposed, during 
a few ensuing years, to have aggravated those evils; 
and the next remedy, adopted in 1824 by.a high ta- 
riff, did not prevent. the low prices and bankrupt- 
cies of 1825, which covered the country with 
wrecks and ruin. 

Undoubtedly, the best relief on such occasions is 
to bé found in removing the cause of the discase. 
So far as regards the General Government, this | 
was attempted in 1837, and since, by gradually 
withdrawing from the use of banks and their pa- 
per in its fiscal operations, so as neither to stimu- 
late nor ccniract their issues by other influences 
than ordinary business; and by urging on those, 
who might find their employment sometimes useful, 
a closer regard in doing it, to the safe and sober in- 
fluences of the universal laws of trade, as well as 
an infl-xible adherence to the constitutional stan- 
dard of valve. 

While the General Government thall continue to 


evils which others produce, and which they alone, 
under the limitations in the Constitution, are able 
entirely to remove. At all event”, it will faithfally 
perform a momentous duty, and exhibit a useful 
example for imitation. 

In a period of peace and comparative exemption 
from public debt, ss well as from serious difficulty 
in financial operations, it would hardly seem pro- 
per to attempt more by assumptions of doubtful 


measures by no means certain, if adopted, not to 


not to produce others of a character still more dan- 
gerous. Much less can it be considered respeciful 


not competent, in the opinion of the undersigned, 
to exercise such powers by creating moneyed cor- 
porations among them, which many of their num- 
ber have repeatedly denounced as unconstitutional, 
and the authority to establish which was originally 


it. Bat some other powers expressly conferred 
yet been done by Congress, and in such a manner 
as to produce very beneficial consequences upon 
the currency. Still, it is hoped they will never be 


under the Constitution, and prevent the States 
from continuing to exercise all the legitimate au- 
thority they now possess as te banks and debts, 
however much it may be regretted that public 
opinion has not yet run with more strength against 
the abuses of beth, and led to their prompt correc. | 
tion. It is not proposed at this time to go into the 
consideration of farther details on these points. 
But the danger to be guarded against now, seems 
to be rather of an opposite character from that of 
overaction by the General Government in the 
On the con- 
trary, apprehensions exist that it may not con- 
tinue firm in the support of all which has al- 
ready been acsomplished in connection with the cur- 
rency. If it should not, and should thus not aid 
to correct in any degree the rashness of many to 
force something like a formidable steam power 
into all kinds of business, without due guards to 
prevent cons'ant and fatal explosions, myriads of 
individuals, as well as some corporations and 
States, are likely to be overwhelmed in still wider 
ruin, and will ere long probably look to no escape 
except the application of the sponge of a general 
bankrupt law to all private liabilities, and the un- 
constitutional assumption of the pablic ones by the 
General Governs ent, so asto tax oppressively 
those poitions of the community who have any 
thing left to pay fer the losses and follies of the 
rest. 

A remedy which has been adverted to by sone, | 
and which consists in the creation of more credit, 
to cure the mischief of an existing excess of credit, 
or the formation of larger banks wih like power 


usually aggravate the evil; and therefore, where it 
is free from constitutional objections, may, ia point 


A plan of free banking, adopted by the States, | 


properly guarded and secured by provisions-simi- 
lar to those recommended by the undersigned. as 
long ago as 1836, with such others as reflection 
and experience may sanction, appears far prefera- 
ble. But, independent of that, no changes in the 
present system, as to banks, seem worthy of strenu- 
ous exertions, except those whose direct object shall 
be to make safer, to restriet, control, and regulate 
better the institutions that already exist rather than 
to incorporate more. Above all, should public 
efforts be directed to strengthen the certainty of 
prompt specie payments as to all notes out, and of 
a nearer approach to uniformity in the amount of 
issues in similar sta‘es of trade; and of specie on 
hand, iusiead of multiplying them for speculation 
or cupidity, and thus keeping up a. succession of 
expansions and contracticns, which will only in- 
flame the existing disorders, and render the continu- 
ance of great flactuations in all publicas weil as 
private affairs uuaveidable, endless, and ruinous, 
With much respect, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

To the Pausipznt of the Senate of the U. S. ` 


DEATH OF HON. JOHN S. SPENCE. 

Mr. MERRICK rose and addressed the Senate 
as follows: 

Mr. Presipenr: Like all other human enjoy- 
ments, the gratification of meeting and interchang- 
ing our mutual congratulations sgain on this occa- 
sion, is not unmixed with painful and melancholy 
reflection. To mein an especial manner are the 
circumstances under which I row rise to address 
you afflicting. Yonder vacant seat, sir, explains 
the cause. My most excellent and estimable col- 
league, the honorable Jouw 8. Spence, who 
for the last several years filled that chair with 
honor to himself, and advantage to his coun- 
try, is no more. He closed his useful and 
valuable life in the latter part of the month of 
October last, at his residence, in Worcester county, 
Maryland, surrounded by his amiable and interest- 
ing family, and at peace with God and man. He 
was, it will be remembered, in languid health dur- 
ing great part of our last session, and was often 
detained from his place here by that cause, which 
finally obliged him to leave the seat of Governmen!, 
and retire to his own home some time before 
the edjournment. From the disease which then 
afflicted him he never perfecily recovered; though 
there was occasional relief from suffering, there 
was no effectual cure, and he has now left these 
and all sublunary scenes forever. He bas at dif- 
ferent periods of his life filled many of the most 
importantand honorabie trusts in the gift of the 
pecple of his State, always posse:sirg, always 
deserving their entire confidence. His course 
through life was much mere of the useful than 
brilliant oider; pessessed of & very large stock 
of sterling worth and virtue, there was about 
him nothing of ostentatious dispiay. Ever content 
with the consciousness cf doing his duty weil and 
faithfully, he was careless of all other rewards. 
None knew him who did not honor and esteem 
him; andall who knew bim will join with me in 
sayirg that he has left no purer man beb'nd him. 


Mr. MERRICK then offered the following reso- 
lutions, which were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the members of the Senate, from 
a sincere desire of showing every matk of respect 
due to the memory of the honorable Jonn S. 
Spence, late a member thereof, will go info mourn- 
ing, by wearing crape on the ieft arm for thirty 
days. : 


Resolved, That as an additional mark of respect |! 
l 


for the memory of the honorable Joun S. Spence, 
the Senate do now adjourn. 
The Senate then adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,» : 
Wepwespay, Dec. 9, 1840. hoe 

After the Journal had been read, a 

Mr. RUSSELL offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the daily. hour to ‘which this 
House stand adjourned, be 12 o'clock; meridian, 
until otherwise ordered. i ; 

Resolved, That the Clerk cause the members of 
this House to be furnished, during the. present ges- 
sion, with such newspapers as they: may. respec- 
tively direct, the expense for eacb member not to 
exceed at the rate of three daily papers per annum: 

Which resolutions were adopted. : 

ABOLITION OF SLAVES 

Mr. ADAMS, in pursuance of notice given on 
yesterday, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the standing role of this House, 
No. 21, adopted on the 28:h of January last, in, the 
following words: 

“No petition, memorial, resolution, or. other pa- 
per praying the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia, or any State or Territory, or the . 
slave trade between the States or Territories of. the 
United States, in which it now exists, shall be. 1e- 
ceived by this House, or entertained in’ any way 
whatever,” be, and the same is hereby rescinded. 

Mr. JENIFER moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. ` 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman from 
Maryland that the gentleman: from Massachusetts 

was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ADAMS, after scme preliminary remarks, 
which were imperfectly heard by the Reporter, 
hoped the gentleman from Maryland would not 
press the motion to lay on the table, as it was not 
his intention to debate the resolution at that 
time. 

Mr. JENIFER said, that as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts had no intention of debating the re- . 
solution, he would withdraw his motion to lay on 
the table. : : 

Mr. ADAMS, after stating his reasons for offer- 
ing the resolution at so early a. period of. the. ses- 
sion, observed that he was not willing the rele in 
question should remain in force for a single hour 
longer, as, in his opinion, it was a direct viola- 
tion of the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. BANKS did not rise for. the purpose of dis- 
cussing the resolution, but of expressing his regret 
that the gentleman from Massachuseits had thought 
proper to offerit. It would be recollected that at 
the last session the subject bad been disposed of -by 
a resolution solemnly ratified by the House; but 
as the gentleman was desirous of again agitating 
it, he Mr. B. was anxicus to meet the question by 
a direct vote. He therefore moved to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. 

And the question being on the motion to lay on 
the table, tO anes 

Messrs. BANKS and ADAMS simultaneously 
demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS begged leave to. ask 
the gentleman from Virginia to withdraw for the 
present bis motion to lay. on the table.: On-so; im! 
portant a subject, he was desirous of the opinion of 
the whole House, whereas there were not-now more 
than two-thirds of the members in their seats. He 
was extremely averse to having any paitial expres- 
sion of opinion cn the subject, acd therefore sug- 
gested a postponement of the resolution until that 
day week. 

After the resolution had been again read by the 
CLERK, 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS further suggested to 
the gentleman from Virginia, that the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Cost Jonnson,] on whose 
motion the rule in question had been adopted, was 
not now in his place. Under these circumstances, 
he theught it no more than fair that the subject 


| shouid be postponed, in order that the House 


might have an opportunity of hearing what the 


| gentleman from Maryland might have to say in de- 
| fence cf the rule. 


Mr. ADAMS bad not the sightest objection to 
the subject being, for the present, laid on the table, 
as beisg on the table it might be called up heres 
after, when there shouid be a full House. He was 
perfectly willing to hear what the gentleman from 
Marylasd, whe had the honor of moving the adope 
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tion of ‘the rule, might have to say in defence of it, 


provided the House would hear what he (Mr. A.) . 


might have to zay in reply. , 

‘Fhe yeas and nays en the motion to lay on the 
table were then ordered, and being taken, resulted 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Bell, Blackwell, Bond, Boyd, Aaron V, Brown, Samp- 
son H. Butler, William O. Butler, William B. Campbell, Chap- 
man, Chinn, Clifford, Crockett, Cross, John Davis, John W. Da- 
vis,G. Davis,Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Earl, Eastman,Galbraith, 
Gentry, Gerry, Goggin,Green, Habersham, Jno. Hastings, Hawes, 
Hill of Va. Hill of. N. C. Hiilen, Hook, Jameson, Jenifer, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbet- 
ter, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McClure, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Morrow, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, Rayner, Samuels, Shepard, Albert 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sum- 
ter, Sweeney, Taliaferro, Philip F. Thomas, Juhn B. Thomp- 
son, David D, Wagener, Watterson, Weller, John White, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and Christopher 
H. Williams—&2, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Baker, Barnard, Beatty, Boardman, 
Biewster, Briggs, Calhoun, Casey, Chittenden, Clark, James 
Cooper, Cranston, Edward Davies, Doe, Doig, Everett, + ilmore, 
Fletcher, Gates, Goode, Granger, Hiland Hall, Augustus C. 
Hand, Thomas Henry, Hopkins, Jackson, Charles Johnston, 
Lane, Lincoln, MeCultoch, Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Michell, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Osborne, Parmenter, Peck, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Ser- 
geant, Simonton, Slade, Juhn Smith, Truman Smith, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, Petar J. Wagner, Henry 
Williams, and Winthrop—68, 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

After the vote was announced, 

Mr. BEIRNE stated that the Clerk had just 
passed his name, when he entered the hall; and as 
it was contrary to the rules for bim to vote at that 
time, he asked permission of the House that his 
name might be recorded on the important vote just 
taken. 

G:neral consent being necessary for that pur- 
pose, ard some members objecting, 

Mr. BEIRNE withdrew his request. 

Mr. TOLAND moved that the House adjourn. 
But the motion was not agreed to. 

A message was received’ from the Senate by 
their Seerelary, informing the House that a quo- 
rum of the Senate had assembled, and was ready 

o proceed to bu: iness. 

Also, that the Senate had concurred jn the reso- 
Jution of the House, for the appointment of a 
Joint Committee of both Houses to wait upon the 
Presidest of the United States, for the purpose of 
informing him that the two [Touses had assembled, 
and were ready lo reccive any communication he 
might be pleased to make. 

Also, that Messrs. Wricur and ETunrixncron had 
been chcsen to constitute the committee on the part 
of the Senate. : 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, it was 

Resclved, That two Chaplains, of different deno- 
minations, be elected by Cungress—one by each 
House—to serve during the present session, who 
shall interchange weekly. 

Tne SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
Annual Message of the President of the United 
States; 

* Which having been read, 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, it was 

Resolved, That the Message of the President of 
the United States be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the Sate of the Union, and that fifteen 
‘thousand copies thereof with the accompanying do- 
evments, and five thousand copies thereof, without 
the acecmnpanying cocuments, be printed for the use 
of tne members of the Hause. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

The House adjourned, 


IN SENATE, 
Taurspay, December 10, 1840. 

Wir. Catnoun, Mr. Roane, Mr. Wessten, Mr, 
Wars, and Mi. ‘arumapor, appeared in their 
places this morning. 

Bir. MANGUM presenied the credentials of the 
Hor. Wituiam R. Granam, elected by the Gencral 
Assembly of the State of North Carolins, a Sena- 
tor for the unexpired term occasioned by the resig- 
nation of the Elon. ROBERT STRANGE. 

Mr. GRAHAM was then qualified and took his 
seatin the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT communicated the creden- 
uals of the Hon, Wirum P. Manaum, eleeted by 
the Legislature of North Carolina, a Senator from 
that Siate, forthe unexpired term occasioned by the 


resignation of the Hon. Breprorp Brown; and 
also, for the term-ofsix years from the 4:h of. March 
next. : 

Mr. SEVIER presented the credentials of- the 
Hon. W. 8. Futon, elected by the General As- 
sembly of Arkansas, a Senator from that State for 
six years, from the 4th of March next. 


On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, the Senate 


then, in accordance with their resolution of yester- 
day, proceeced to the election of a Chairman of 
the Committee on Commerce; and the votes hav- 
ing been counted, the result was declared to be 
as follows: . 


Whole number of ballots - - 32 
Mr. Kine received - ~ - 29 
Mr. Davs - - - “ - 3 


Mr. Kone was accordingly declared to be elected, 
‘The PRESIDENT then announced the folowing 
as the 
COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE. 


COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
Mr. Bucuanan, Chairman. 

Mr. Cray, of Kentucky, Mr. Roawn, 

CALHOUN, , ALLEN. 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 
Mr. Wricat, Chairman. 

Mr. WEBSTER, Mr. BENTON, 

NICHLAS, Hossarp, 
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 
Mr. Kise, Chairman. 

Mr. Davis, Mr. Rocers, 

NORVELL; Movrow. 
COMMITTEE ON MANUFACTURES. 
Mr. Lumrgin, Chairman. 

Mr. PRESTON, Mr. BUCHANAN, 

Kwicur, ALLEN. 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE. 
Mr. Meuron, Chairman. 

Mr. Dixon, Mr. STURGEON, 
Linn, : Sura of Conn. 

COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS. 
Mr. Benton, Chairman. 

Mr. Preston, Mr. Pierce, 
WALL, NICHOLAS, 

COMMITTEE ON THE MILITIA, 
Mr. Cray ot Alabama, Chairman. 

Mr. Smvrn of Indiana, Mr. Futron, 

ANDERSON, Maneoum. 
COMMITTEE ON NAVAL AFFARS, 
Mr, Wi.ttams, Chairman. 

Mr, Sourtarp, Mr. TALLMADOE, 

CUTHBERT, Tarran. 
COMMITTEE (ON PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. Wager, Chairman. 

Mr. FULTON, Mr. Prentiss, 
Cray of Alabama, ‘Norveu. 
COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. Linx, Chairman. : 

Mr. SEVIER, Mr. Movron, 

CLAYTON, HUSTINGTON. 
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
Mr. Sevier, Chairman. 

Mr. Linn, Mr. PHELPS, 
WTE, LUMPKIN. 

COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS. 

Mr. Husgarp, Chairman. 

Mr. Youra, Bir. WILLIAMS, 
MERRICK, estineron, 
COMMITTEE ON REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Myr. Sarta of Cenn. Chairman. 

Mr. ETURGRON, Mr. Granam, 

CRITTENDEN, ROBINSON. 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Mr. WALL, Chairman, 

Mr. Crayrox, Mr. ANDERSON, 
CRITTENDEN, Emma of Ia. 

COMMITTEE ON POST OFFICE AND POST ROADS. 

Ady. Ropinson, Chairman. 

Mr. Lomexin, tir. Waicart, 

FULTON, HENDERSON. 
COMMITTEE ON ROADS AND CANALS, 
Bir. Yousa, Chairman. 

Mr. PHELPS, Bir. HENDERSON, 

Maxom, Smita of Ia. 
COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS. 
Mr. Pierce, Chairman, 

Mr. PRENTISS, fdr. Wans, 

Roane, ‘Huntinerow, 


COMMITTEE ON THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. Merrick, Chairman. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN, Mr. MANGUM, 
Sourwarp, CLAYTON. 
COMMITTEE ON PATENTS AND THE PATENT OFFISE, 
Mr. Srurakon, Chairman. 
Mr. Davis, Mr. Prentiss, 

` Rerrnson, Porter. 

COMMITTEE ON THE PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

Mr. Boiron, Chairman. 
Mr. MERRICK, Mr. Smita of Conn. 
ON THE CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE SENATE, 
Mr. Kwicut of Conn. Chairman. 
Mr. FULTON, Mr. PORTER. 
COMMITTEE ON ENGROSSED BILLS. 
Mr. Henpenson, Chairman, 

Mr. PORTER, Bir. PEELPS. 

Mr. WALL submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committed of three members be 
appointed, who, tegether with a like number to be 
appointed by the House of Representatives, shall 
direet the expenditure of all moneys appropriated 
to purchase books for the Library of Congress. 

The resolution was considered and sgreed to; and 
Messrs. Watt, Preston, aud Tappan appointed ihe 
committee on the part of the Senaie. 

Mr. NORVELL presenied the petition of An- 
thony Ten Eyck and oiber citizens of Detroit, for 
the passage of a general bankrupt law; which was 
referred to the Commi tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. NORVELL gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce bills of the following 
titles: f 

A bill granting to the State of Michigan a quan- 
lity of land to aid said Siate in the construction of 
a canal around the Falls of Ste Marie; 

A bill supplementary to aa act to abolish impri- 
sonment for debt in certain cases; 

A bill to create an additional land office in the 
State of Michigan, and for other purposes; 

A bill to aushorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to procure steam-vessels for the revenue service; 

A bill authorizing the erection of certain light- 
houses and light-boats, and the establishment of 
certain buoys and beacon lights; 

A bill to amend and continue in foree the acts to 
incorporate the inhabitants of the city of Wash- 
ing!on. : 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that atas early a 
day as the attendance of the Senators would enable 
him, he would ask leave to introduce a bill for a 
permanent prospective pre-emption law in favor 
of the hardy and industrious settlers upon our pub- 
lic lands—the log cabin men. As the session was 
a short one, he was desirous of taking the earliest 
Opportunity of asking leave to introduce this mea- 
sure in favor of tae tenanis of log cabins, and he 
wished the vote on granting leave to bea test voie 
On the merits of the proposition, 

Mr, FULTON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bilin řelation to donations of land to certain 
persons in the State of Arkansas; 

A bill to quiet the titles of certain land claimants 
in the States of Missouri and Arkansas, and for 
other purposes; 

A bul to settie the title to certain tracts of land 
in the State of Aikensas; 

A Lill to authorize the inhabitants of township 
eight norih, range thirty-two west, in ihe Siate of 
furl S, lo entera section of land in lieu of the 
sixieenth section in said township, upon condition 


tbat the same is surrendered to the United States 


ip ten scouts, of range cre east, in the State 
of Arkansas, to enter cne-hal! section of land for 
school purpeses; 

A viil for the relief of George W., Paschal; 

A biil tor the relies of James Smith of Arkansas; 

A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost tzeir improvemenis in consequence of 
atreaty between the United States and the Choctaw 
Indians. 

A bill allowing drawback upen foreign mercbar- 
dise experted in the original packages to Chihuahua 
and- Santa Fe, in Mexico, j 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama gave notice that te- 
morrow he would ask leave to introduce the follow» 
ing bills: l 
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- be printed. 


. usage of the House, 
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A bill providing for the reduction and graduation 
of the price of the public lands; 

A bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama the 
two per cent. fund reserved by the act for ber ad- 
mission into the Union, to be applied to the making 
of a road or roads leading to said State; 

A bill to establish an additional land district in 
the State of Alabama; 

A bill for the relief of William Jones; 

A bill supplementary toan act enfitled “An act 
to amend anact for the appointment of commis- 
sionets to acjast the claims to reservations of land 
under the 14th article of the treaty of 1830 with 
the Choctaw Indians; 

A bill for the relief of certain settlers on the 
public lands, who were deprived of the benefits of 
the act granting pre-emption rights, which was ap- 
proved on the 19th of June, 1834; 


A bill to grant other lands to the inhabitants of 


townships deprived of the 16:2 section by Indian 
reservations; 

A bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a certain reservation in the 
State of Alabama. 


Mr. LINN gave .notice that to-morrow he. 


would ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of certain companies of Mis- 
souri volunteers; 

A bill to continue ia force the “Act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims ia Missouri,” 
approved July 19,1832; and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved March 2, 1833; 

A bill to authorize the issue of a patent to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased. 

Mr. LUMPKIN gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 


. Avery, Saltmarsh and Company. 


Mr. PORTER gave notice that to-morrow he 


: would ask leave to introduce a bill supplementary 


tò an act to provide for the acjustment of titles to 


‘Jand in-the town of Detroit and Territory of 
: Michighn, and for other purpores. 


Mr. PRENTISS gave notice that, to-morrow, he 


; would ask leave to introduce the following bilis: 


A billto establish a Board of Commissioners to 
hear and determine claims against the United 
States; 

A bil for the relief of Lemuel White; 

A bill for the relict of David Waller; 

A bill for the relief cf Margaret Barnes; 

A bili for the relief of Ebenezer Swan; 

A bill for the relief of Joab Scety. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky it was 

Resolved, Toat when the Senate adjourn, it ad- 
journ to meet on Monday next, 

Mr. MERRICK gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce s bill to authorize the 
transfer to the State of Maryland of the stock in 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal stanging in the 


© name of the United States, upon certain condi- 


tions. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trurspay, Dee. 10, 1840. 

As soon as the journal had been read, 

Mr. STANLY, after some remarks in relation 

tothe expense of printing, ete. moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which, en yesterday, the following 
resolution, cffered by Mr. ATHERTON, was adopted, 
for the purpose of submitting an amendment re- 
ducing the number of copies: 
’ Resolved, That the Message of the President of 
the United States be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the siate of the Union, and that ff- 
teen thousand copies thereof with the accompany- 
ing documents, and five thousand copies thereof 
without the accompanying documents, be printed 
for the use of the members of the House. 

Mr. ATHERTON said that he found, on refer- 
ring to the journal of 1838-9, that fifteen thousand 
of the Message with, and five thousand withont, 
tne accompanying documents, had been ordered to 
In introducing the resolution, he did 
not know it was a departure from the former 
Last year a mistake was 
committed, and there was not a sufficient supply 
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rinted, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said the documents were 
of more importance than the message without the 
documents, and were sought for as conveying more 
information. Mr. T. thought that, at the last ses- 
sion, the usual rule was departed from, and a 
large number of the President’s Message was print- 
ed without the documents. The reason was asked 
by his constituents, who were desirous of seeing the 
documents as well as the message. 

Mr. CUSHING said the consideration suggested 
by the gentleman from North Carolina was a seri- 
ous one. For his part he could not say what the 
maximum expenses of the printing would be, nor 
did he know the character of the documents; and 
such being the case, he heped the motion to recon- 
sider wonld prevail, in order that he and other 
gentlemen, who were not present when the resolu- 
tion was adopted, might have an opportunity of 
giving their views. 

Mr. C: demanded ihe yeas and nays; whic’, be- 
ing ordered, were—yeas 89, nays 90. 

So the motion was not agreed 10. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Ordered, That the several Standing Commiittees 
be now appointed, 2czording to the standing rules 
and orders of the House. 

With a view of affording the Speaker time for 
appointing the Standing Committees, on motion of 
Mr. BRIGGS, it was 

Resclued, That when this House adjourn, it ad- 
journ to meet again on Monday next. 

Mr. ADAMS offered the following resolution; 
which was read for inforraativa: 

Resolved, Trat a sciect committee of five mem- 
bers be appointed, with liberty to send for persons 
and papers, to ascertain and report to this House 
whether the printed House document of the last 
session, No. 185, hes been falsified; materially dif- 
fering from the manuscript document transmitted 
by the President of the United States; and if so, by 
whom the said falsification was made. 

Mr. A. after an explanation of the nature of the 
document, (which is a translatiogfrom the Spanish 
of the papers relating to the Africen negroes of the 
Amistad, ohsesved that bis object in offering the re- 
solution was, first, that justice might be cone to the 
President of the United Stuies, and to the cficer 
employed as translater in the State Department; 
and, second, that it might, if possivic, te ascertains- | 
ei by whom the fraud had beea perpetrated, if it | 

| 


of the Message, with the accompanying documents, 
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shonid prove to be a franc, and not a biunder, He 
then went on to argue that this erroneous translation 
would have a very impertant bearing on the case 
of the negrces in question, whose trial would come 
on inthe Supreme Court in January, inasmuch as 
the fradulent translation of the passport would 
make them out as slaves, whereas the proper trans- 
lation would show that they were free men. 

Mr. A. after reading copious extracts from a 
pamphlet on the subject by Judge W. Jay, of New 
York, concluded by expressing a hope that the reso- 
lution would be adopted ferthwith. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution; and it was agreed to, as foilows— 
ayes 87, noes 46. 

On motion of Mr. CRANSTON, it was 

Resolved, That all petitions and memo:ials pre- 
sented to this House at the last session of Con- 
gress, and referred to the several standing com- 
mittees, on which no report was made, or in rela- 
tion to which bills were reported which were lost in 
either House, mey be again referred to the same 
committees, at the pleasure of the members by 
whom they were respectively presented, on being 
handed, or a list thereof presented, to the Clerk. 

Mr. DUNCAN gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day of the session, 
ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the natura- 
lization jaws. | 

Mr. HAND gave notice that to-morrow, (or the 
earliest opportunity,) he should ask leave to intro- 
duce a biil establishicg a uniform system of natu- 
yalization, and repealing all the present laws on 
that subject, similar to the one heretofore intro- 
dxced by him. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS gave notice that, on 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day during the pre- i 


sent session, he would ask leave to introduce a oul - 
to repeal “An act, entitled. ‘an act to. providefor 
the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and “disburse. 

ment of the public revenue,” approved July .4, . 


| 1940. 


On motion of Mr. JENIFER, | Í 
Resolved, that a Select Committe on the Tobacco 
Trade be appointed by the Spranza, ` ie 
Mr. TILLINGHAST submitted the following, . 
which lies over one day: ` ese 
Resclved, That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury ‘re: | 
port to this House how tar, and in what manner, 
the act pessed at the last session, entitled “An det to 
provide for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public revenue,” has bren 
carried into execution; whether any buildings, addi- 
tions to, of alterations in, buildings therein autho- 
rized or required, have been commenced; at what: 
cost, or contracts therefor made, or orders there- 


for given, and the terms and conditions. of 
such contracts and orders; what nombeér. of 
clerks, special agents, and other. officers, 


agents, or servants, have been aad now are: em- ` 
ployed under the provisions of said act, or for aid 
in cartsing the same into effect, ard Where, and 
from what times, and at what compensaticns; , 
whether each and every of she cfficers who are theres 
in required to give bond have given bond, and the 
sym, sureties, and time of delivery of each bond; and 
who, if any, have not given bond; whether, in the 
collection, or keeping, or transfer, or disbarse- 
ment of the public revenve, or any portion 
thereof, since said ect has been in force; any ` 
bank have been reorfed to; and, if so, what 
bank or banks, to what extent and in what manner, 
and what propositions have been made, if any, to 
any bank therefor; and setting forth, also, in. what 
specific manner, whetker gold or silver, or no‘es or. 
certificates, or other and what evidences of depo- 
site ex credit, all or ény of the revenue has been: 
collected or actually passed from the hands of the 
person or persons from whom the same was due, 
to the hands of the officer or cficers cha’ged with ` 
the immediate collection thereof, since said ect has’ 
been in foree; distinguishing, as nearly as may be,” 
how much has been. so collected and paid in 
each specific matter or medium of paymen’; ` 
also, tetting forta how, and in what places 
or Gffices, and under what actual and pe 
sonal custody or keeping, all-and any and each pora. 
tion of the revenue, moners, and assurances, cr 
evidences of debt or ob'igation, have been kept 


| during said time; and how, and by what ageneirs 


and sid, and what forms and precess, and ca what | 
terms, conditions, and eest of exchange or transfér, 
and in what specific matter, whether gold and silver, 
ornotes or certificates, or other and what evi- 
dences, all, and any portions thereof, have been in 
said time disbursed and transferred. 

The SPEAKER laid betore the House—. ; 

1. A communication from the Solicitor of tke 
Treasury, in reply to a resolution adopted ‘by the 
House of Representatives on the 30ih of April, ° 


. 1840, asking whether there was any failure on the 


part of the United States in the fulfilment of a 
contract entered isto. on: the 29th day: of July, 
1834, by. the commissioners on the part of the 
United States for building a custom-house in the 
city of New York. 

9, The annual report of the Clerk of the House 
in relation to the contingent fund. 

3. A eammunication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, enclosing statements showing the expendi. 
tures on account of the contingent expenses of the 
offices of the Secretary of the Navy ard the Navy 
Commissioners from the 30th day of September, 
1839, to the 30.h day of September, 1840, prepared 
and transmitted in accordance with the provisions 
of the act of Congress, approved 9ih May, 1836. 

All of which, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, were 
laid upon the table, aad ordered to be printed. 

The folowing message was transmitted to the 
House by tha President of the United States: 

7 Wasninaton, Dec. 7, 1840, 

Sir: I herewith transmit a letter from the Secéres 
tary of the Navy, in relation to the Navy Pension 
fund, to which the atiention of Congress is invited, 
and recommend an immediate appropriation of 
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$151,352 39 to meet the payment of: pensions be- 
coming due on and after the Ist of January, 1841. 
M. VAN BUREN. 
Hon. R. M. T. HUNTER, 
Speaker of House-of Representatives. 
The Hon. HENRY M. BRECKENRIDGE of 


Pennsylvania, elected to supply the vacancy occa- . 


sioned by the resignation of the Hon. RICHARD 
Bibote, appeared, was qualified, and took his seat. 
On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 
The House adjourned, to meet again on Mon- 
cay next, 


IN SENATE, 
Monay, December 14, 1840. 


Mr. ANDERSON, Mr. PRESTON, Mr. 
‘SOUTHARD, and Mr. WILLIAMS, appeared in 
their places in the Senate this morning. 


The PRESIDENT submitted a communication 
from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting state- 
ments of the expenditures of the contingent fund 
by the officers of the Navy and the Board of Navy 
Commissioners; 


Also,a communication from the Secretary of 
State, ransmittiog statements of the expenditures 
of the contisgent fund of that Department; 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting a statement of the expenditures 
of the contingent fund of that Department; 


Also,a communication from the Treasurer of the 
United Siates, transmitting copies of his accounts 
for the first, second, and third quarters of the year 
1840; 
which were severally 
ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR also presented a communication 
from the Secretary ef War, transmitting a report 
from the Ordnance Burean, relative to the claim of 
Daniel Pettibone; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition ef Rufas 
and Chambers Lane, owners of a vessel wrecked 
while employed in the cod fishery, and asking that 
a fishing bounty might be allowed them; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition 
of the Secretary of the Peace Scciety of New York; 
which with a memorial presented at the last ses- 
sion, were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, 

Mr. MERRICK. presented the memorial of the 
several banking institutions of the District, praying 
for a renewal of their,several charters; 

Also, the memorial of the Howard Iastitution of 
the city of Washington; 
which were severally referred to the Committee on 
the Dis'rict of Columbia. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the petition and 
papers of Eliza Causin, now on fife, were referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Clams; the 
petition and papers of John Carter to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia; and the petition 
and papers of James Williams to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Oa motion by Mr. CALHOUN, the petition and 
papers of John De Treville, now on file, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. ROANE, the petition and pa- 
pers of the heirs of Everard Meade, and the heirs 
of Dr. C. Geiftia, were referred to the Commitee 
on Revolutionary Claims; and the petition and pa- 
pers of Joe] Parks and of Catharine Parks and cf 
Catharine White, were referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. . 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Jefferson county, N. Y. praying the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt law; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr, W. also presented the memorial of Hannzh 
F. Perrine, widow of Dr. Henry Perrine; which 
was referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 


Also, the petition of Hannah Lefferts; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 


Mr. WHITE. presented the memorial of the 


laid on the table and 
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Mount Carmel tand New Albany Railroad Com- 
pany; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Also, the petition of Robert Arheart; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana~gave. notice that to- 
morrow he would ask leave to introduce bills of 
the following titles: ` : 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Col. Francis Vigo; 


A bill to regulate the land offices in the’ State of © 


Indiana, and for other purposes; 

A bill-to authoriz: the Mount Carmel and New 
Albany Railroad Company to enter on a credit a 
quantity of land, to aid the company in the con- 
struction of a railroad from New Albany, in the 
State of Indiana, to Mount Carmel, in the State of 
Illinois, and for other purposes. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the following 
resolution, which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed: 

Resalved, That the Secretary of the Treazary be 
directed to communicate to the Senate statements 
showing the quantity of land reported by the re- 
gisters and receivers of the several land offices, in 
pursuance of the resolution of the Senate of the 
25th April, 1828, to have been unsold in their re- 
spective districts on the 30th day of June, 1828, 
after having been offered at the minimum price per 
acre, discriminating between the several Jand dis- 
tricts; what proportion of the land so unsoid on that 
day consis‘ed of first rate land, and what was na- 
fit for cultivation, accurding to the reports of the 
said officers; what was their estimate of the ave- 
rage value per acre of the said unsold land; 
and what part of the said land so remainiag 
unsold on the 30th Jane, 1823, aforesaid, has been 
since sold, and at what price, discriminating be- 
tween the amount sold in each cfthe dis'ricts. 
And the Secretary is further directed to cause pa- 
railel columas to be prepared, exhibiting in one 
connected view the quantity of land unsold on the 
day aforesaid in each district, the amount since 
sold, the value as aggessed or estimated by the said 
officers, and the prices at which the lands have 
since actuaily vold; and the aggregate value of the 
land as assessed, and the aggregate amount of the 
sales made since the 30ih June, 1828, in each land 
istrict, , 

Mr. CLAY also presented the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the act entitled “An act to pro- 
vide for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, ard 
disbursement of the public revenue,” ought to be 
forthwith repealed; and that the Committee on Fi- 
nance be instructed to reporta bill accordingly. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved thatso much of the Pre- 
sidenl’s message as relates to the finances of the 
country: be referred to the Committee on Fi. 
nance. ; 

Mr. WESTER hoped that the resolution might 
be permitted to lie on the table for a day or twe, Tae 
part of the message referred to relates to a subject 
of high importance, and it might be useful at an 
early period of the session for gentlemen to express 
their Gpinions on that imporiant subject. It was 
his opinion that some notice ought to ba taken of it 
by those who differ from the opinioas of the Presi- 
dent, and that they should express their opinion st 
an early day; but a few days he desired for its con- 
sideration., Again, another docnment—the annu- 
al report of the Secretary of the Treasury—bad 

| but tins morning been laid upon the table, and 
therefore, ‘f the gentleman (Mr. Wricnt] wouldcon- 
sent, ho should desire that the reso'ution shonld be 
withdrawn, and renewed again on Wednesday. 
ir. WRIGHT could not see what necessity ex- 
isted for adopting the suggestion of the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts, as the mere reference 
of the message to a committee of this body could 
interpose no cbstacle to the discussion of any and 
every part of it. He was but pursuing the usual 
course; and as he considered it his daty to make 
and press the motion, he could act consent to with- 
draw it. But it was in the hands of the Senate. 
and to the decision of the Senate he should leave it, 

Mr. WEBSTER then moved that the motion be 
postponed until Wednesday next; which was car- 
ried—~ayes 20, noes 19. 


Oa motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the Annual Re. 


nance. : 
On motion by Mr. BENTON, so much of the 

| Presidents message as relates to military affairs 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, so much of 
the President’s Message as relates to foreign affairs 
was referred to ihe Committ: on Foreign Rela- 
tions. ; 

Oa motion by Mr. FULTON, so much of the 
President’s message as relates to the public lands, 
was referred to the Committce cn the Public 
Lands. 

On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, so much of the 
President’s message as relates to naval affairs, was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, so much of the 
_President’s message as relates to commerce, was 
‘referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motiun by Mr. WALL, so much of the Pre- 
sident’s message as relates to the judiciary, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, so much of the 
Presidents message as relates to Indian affaiis, was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

Agreeably to the notice given when the Senate 
was last in session, Mr. BENTON rose to ask 
leave to bring in a bill for the establishment of a 
permanent prospective pre-emption law in favor of 
settlers on the public lands, and prefaced his mo- 

ion for the leave he was about to ask, with some 
remarks upon the character of the bill he proposed 
to introduce, the appropria‘eness of the present time 
for bringing it forward, the general utility of the 
pre-emption system, and the public expectation to 
see it now permanently established. He said that 
the pre-emption laws heretofore passed were tem- 
porary in their duration, and retrospective in their 
operation: they wete only made to include settlers . 
up to a limited day, and to remain in force for a 
limited period The latest act of this kind was 
passed on the 30:h day of June last, and only in 
cluded the settlers to that day. The subsequen 
settlers received no benefit from that act: they 
were now without protection from law; and it was 
unjust and unequal to make any distinction between 
the settlers kefcre and vince that day. All were 
equally entitled to legislative protection, and so 
would be all fature setilers; aad instead of extend- 
ing this protection from time to time, by temporary 
and limited jaws, it was just and proper to provide 
for all cases at once, the future as well as the ex- 
isting cases, by establishing a ‘permanent prospec- 
live pre-emption system, to operate regularly and 
uniformly in all time to come, 

This, said Mr. B. has always been the object of 
the friends of the pre-emption laws; they always 
looked to a permanent system; and considered the 
temporary acts which were passed as merely step- 
ping-stones and entering- wedges to the main object. 
This has been constantly expressed, and sometimes 
altemp:ed; and the auspicious moment for a suc- 
cessful effort, so long desired, seems now to have 
arrived, All parties are now in faver of the poucy 
which Jeads to the permanent pre-emptive system. 
The summer of 1840, and the Presidential canvass 
which bas just terminated, has produced, or deve- 
loped, a unanimity of sentiment on this desirable 
point. The actual President (Mr. Van Buren) has 
long been in favor of this policy, and has so ex- 
pres:ed himself ia repeated messages to Congress; 
the President eject (General Harrison) is represent- 
ed to be favorable to it also, and has had the benc- 
fit of that representation in the late Presidential 
canvas.; the Democracy are the known advocates 
of pre-emptions, and fought them up, in many hard 
contested actions, to victory and porularity; the Fe- 
deralists, long their enemy, have now seen the error 
of their ways, and have become the foremost sup- 
porters of the policy they had opposed, Tae poor 
man, and his synonyme, the log-cabin: have become 
the absorbing objects, and the burning themes, of 
their love and eloquence, They celebrate them in all 
forms, and wear the sign of the cabin in every article 
of dress and furniture. Now the cabin, the poor 
man, and the preemption, go together; and he that 


Joves one, must love the other. The triple affec- 
tions go together; and in these affections the Fede- 
ralists of 1840 have shown themselves ‘to be most 
deeply immersed. The gentlemen of this party 
have betaken themselves to the love of log cabins, 
and all their paraphernalia, with the fury and in- 
continence of a sudden and romantic affection. 
They build them with their own hands, and piously 
dedicate them—they sing, dance, drink, and speak 
in them—they attend them day and night—they de- 
corate them: with appropriate trappings, with 
gourds, cocn skins, buck horns, beaver traps, and 
whatever else denotes the real cabin of the poor 
man, and the pre-emptioner—they devote them- 
selves to the service of these rude edifices with a 
zeal unknown to the dégeneracy of modern times. 
Like Pygmalion, they become madly enamored of 
the work of their own hands, and deliver up their 
lives to the enjoyment of its contemplation. 

Mr. B. said it would be inexcusable in ihe friends 
of the pre-emption system not to take advantage of 
this favorable conjunction of parties and cireum- 
stances, to press the interests of the real inhabi- 
ants of the log cabins—the frontier men of the 
new States and Territories—-whose enterprise lays 
open the wilderness, whose courage protects the in- 
fant settlements, and whose labor reflec’s value up- 
on the national domain. This is the man whose 
toil demands our protection. He builds a cabin, 
not in the city, but in the woods; not with music 
and feasting, and crowded help, but solitary and 
alone, and with privation of every thing which 
could give joy to the task.. He proceeds upon 
hope !—-upon the hope that the rude tenement which 
he builds may be his own! that the secluded spot 
which he has selected may become his! that no 
heartless speculator may come to 10b him of both! 
In a word, he hopes that a pre-emption law may be 
passed! Now, said Mr. B. let us help this lonely 
and meritorious man: let us help bim to build his 
jog cabin: let us give courage to his heart, strength 
to his arm, and comfort to his spirit, by securing to 
him the pre-emptive right to the soil on which he 
builds, It isall he asks; and while our great cities 
—even this metropolis, and all the capitals and 
commercial emporiums of a)l the States—still retain 
the evidences of Federal love for log cabins; while 
these erections, so lately putup, still retain their 
unusual position in public squares, and on mag- 
nificent streets, side by side with the splendid man- 
sion which no longer disdains its humble compa- 
nion: while all this stiil exists, and siill salutes our 
eyes, and while the proud architects of these city 
cabins are still here, on this floor, to legislate 
among us, let us extend our regard to the cabin in 
the woods, and grant to its inhabitant the only fa- 
vor which he solicits—that of protection from the 
speculator, in the house which he has built, in the 
field which he has cleared, and in the soil which he 
cultivates. 

Mr. B, thenjoffered his bill, which was read as 
follows: 


A BILL. to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the pub- 
lic lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the 
same, and raise.a log cabin thereon. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of ths United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That from and afier the passege of this 
act, every head of a family, every widow, and 
every single man over the age of eighteen years, 
whe shall make a settlement on any of the public 
lands to which the Indian title has been, or shall 
be, extinguished, whether the same be surveyed or 
not, or who may have settled on such Jand since 
the 30th day of June, 1840, and who shall inhabit 
and improve the same, and raise a log cabin 
thereon, shall be entitled to a pre-emption in the 
purchase of one quarter section, to be paid for at 
the minimum price of such land at the time of 
paying for the same. 

_ BEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That where the 

improvement and the settlement shall be on differ- 

ent quarter sections, the settler shall make choice 
of the quarter he wiil take, provided it can be done 


without prejudice to the rights of others. 


Sec. 3. “ind be it further enacted, That where the 
quantity of one hundred and sixty acres cannot be 
obtained in one entire quarter section, the deficien- 
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ground. > 

Sec. 4. find be it further enacted, That in the 
execution of this act, and in making up the quanti- 
ty of one hundred and sixty acres where the same 
cannot be had entire, the entries may be made in 
tracts of eighty acres, or forty acres, or in fractions; 
and where the fraction shall be more than the 
quantity required to complete the pre-emption,.the 
excess shall be paid for, and the pre-emptive right 


‘shall extend to the whole fraction. 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That where two 
or more persons shail have settled on the same 
quarter section, the same shall be divided between 
them, and the deficiency made up to each out of 
contiguous vacant ground: but no wilful intruder 
on the known rights of another shall be entitled to 
any benefit under this section. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, All legal re- 
servations of public lands for any purpose what- 
ever shall be exempted from the operation of this 
act, so that no right of pre-emption shail accrue on 


any such reserves. 

Sec 7. And be it further enacted, That all ques- 
tions in relation to pre-emption claims, or between 
claimants to the same quarter section, shall be set- 
tled summarily and definitively by the Register and 
Receiver of the district, under the instructions of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Odice. 

The bil! having been read, 

Mr-BENTON said asthe session was a short 
one and did not afford time for the courtesy usually 
extended upon the introdaction of bi‘ls, he hoped 
it would be waived in the present instance, and tnat 
each Senator would vote upon the ques‘ion of its 
second reading in accordance with his opinion of 
the merits of the bil; and he would ask the yeas 
and nays upon ordering it toa second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD wished to look into the bill be 
fore he was called upon to vote either for or agains 
it, and hoped that the Senator from Missoui 
would permit itto be postponed until to-morrow, and 
printed; which was agreed to, and the bill ordered tc 
be printed 

Mr. PRENTISS, agreeably to notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Lemuel White; 

A bill for the relief of David Waller: 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes; 

A bill for the relicf of Ebenezer Swan; and 

A bill for the relief of Joab Seely; 
which were severally read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. P. also, on leave, introJueced a bill to esia- 
blish a Board of Commissioners to hear and deter- 
mine claims against the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce 

A bill granting to the State of Michigan a quan- 
tity or land to aid said State in the construction of 
a canal around the Falis-of Ste Maria; and 

A bill to create an additional land cfice in the 
State of Michigan, and for other purposes; 
which were severally read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Publie Lands. 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to procure steam-vessels for the revenue service; 
and 

A bill authorizing the erection of certain Lght- 
houses and light-boats, and the establishment of 
certain buoys and beacon-lighis; 
which were severally read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce; and 

A bill supplementary to an act to abolish impri- 
sonment for debt in certain cases; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. ; 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, agreeably to notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the following 
bulls: 

A bill providing for the reduction and graduation 
of the price of the public lands; 

A bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama the 
two per cent. fund reserved by the act fer her ad- 
mission into the Union, to be apptied to the making 
of a road or roads leading to said Sia'e; 

A bill to establish an additional land district in 


the State of Alabama 
A 


cy may be made up outof any contiguous vacant 


A bill for the relief of William Jones; 
A bill for the relief of certain settlers on the pu! 
lie lands, who were deprived. of the benefits of the ~ 
act granting pre-emption rights, which was approved - 
on the 19:h of June, 1834; nage eget 
A bill to grant other lands to the inhabitants of ` 
townships deprived of the 16th section ‘by Indian 
reservations; AG 
A bill to relinquish ‘the reversionary interest of” 
the United States to a certain reservation in the: © 
State of Alabama; i a 
which were severally read twice and referred to the © 
Committee on Public Lands. AD cna nen 
Mr. CLAY also, on leave, introduced a bill sup: ` 
plementary to an act entitled “An act to amend an 
act for the appointment of commissioners to adjust 
the claims to reservations of land under the 14th 
article of the treaty of 1830 withthe Choctaw The 
dians; which was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. : 
Mr. LUMPKIN, in pursuance of previous. no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh and Company; ` 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Pye 
Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing bills: ; i 
A bill in relation to donations of land 10 certain 
persons in the State of Arkansas; TNES 
A bill to quiet the tiles of certain land claimants 
in the States of Misscuri and Arkansas, and. for: 
other purposes; ae 
A bill to settle the title to certain tracts of land. 
in the State of Arkansas; pov 
A bill to authorize the inhabitants of township 
eizht north, range thirty-two west, in the State of 
Arkansas, to enter a section of laad in lieu of. the’ 


sixteenth section in said township, upon condition. `` 


that the same is surrendered to the United States, 
for military purposes; wae es ie 

A bill authorizing the inhab‘tants of fractio 
township ten south, cf range one east, in the State’: 
of Arkansas, to enter one ha'f section of land for” 
school purposes; 

A bill for the relief of James Smith of Ar 
kansas; 

A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan-:: 
sas, who lost their improvements in consequence of. 
a treaty between the United States and the Choctaw 
Indians; Pe 
which were severa'ly read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, BP 

Mr. F. also, on leave, introduced a bill allowing 
drawback upon foreign merchandise exported in 
the original packages to Chihuahua and Sante Fe, 
in Mexico; which was read twicz, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a bil for the relief of George W. Paschal; - 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- ~- 
tee on Claims. hae 


Mr. PORTER, in pursuance of. previcus notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introcuce a bill supe: 


plementary to an act to provide for the adjustment”: ` 


of titles to land in the town of Detroit and Terri- 


| tory of Michigan, atid for other purposes; which 


was read twice, and appropriately referred. 

Mr. MERRICK, in parsuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained Jeave to introduce a bill to 
authorize the transfer to the Sta‘e of Maryland of 
the stock in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal stand- 
ing in the name of the United States, upon certain: 
conditions; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committce on ihe District of Colombia. 

Oa moticn by Mr. WALL, the papers in the eases 
of Thomas Haskirs and R£iph Haskins, of Thomas: 
L. Winthrop, and of William B. Rathbone, were 
referred to the Committee cn the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, the petition and 
papers of P, Ord were withdrawn from the files of 
the Senate. 2 

On motion by Mr. YOUNG, the memorials of 
the inhabitants of townships 44 and 46 N. range © 
1E. of the principal meridian in the State of Hue, 


nois in relation to the claim of the Polish exiles, be > 


taken from the files of the Senate and referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. ; 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of effizen 
of Missouri, praying for the establishment of a meil 


16 
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route from Jefferson city to the county seat of Ben- 
ton in said State; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee.on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Oa motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the petition and 
papers of Peter H. Cueen, now on file, were refer- 
red to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE gave notice that to-morow. he 
would.ask leave to introduce a bill for the equali- 
zation of the pay of the officers of the staff and line 
of the army. 

Mr. TAPPAN gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill to limit the 
tenure of office of the judges of the Federal courts 
of the United States. 

Mr. CALHOUN gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of John De Treville. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That ihe Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the Jaws as to miligate or wholly abolish 
the imprisonment of witnesses in criminal cases. 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the follow ing resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate, if not 
incompatible with the public interests, any eorre- 
spondence which may have taken place between 
this Government and that of Great Britain, relative 
to the Northeastern boundary, not heretofore com- 
municated to the Senate. Also, on like condition, 
any correspondence had with the Governor of 
Maine on the same subject, not heretofore commu- 
nicated. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which wereseverally considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for the abandonment of Rock 
Island, in the State of Illinois, as a military post. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a marine hospital, for the accommodation 
of sick and disabled boalmen and indigent pas-en- 
gers navigating the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, at 
the city of Cairo, in the State of Illinois, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing ports of entry and delivery, or ports of des 
live.y, at the cities of Cairo, Alton, and Chicsgo, 
in the Siate of Illinois. 


Resolved, Toat the Committee on Commerce be 
instrac‘ed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing an extension of credit to the State of Minois 
on duty bonds already given, or hereafter to be exe- 
cuted, on the importation of railroad iron into that 
Sate. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expedi ency of making 
specific appropriation for the improvement of the 
Rock river and Des Moines Rapides of the Mirsis- 
sippi river, to as to make said river navigable for 
steamboats at all seasons of the year, when the na- 
vigation is not obstructed by ice. 

ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 

The Senate then proereded to the election of 
Chaplain, and the ballots having *been counted, 
the PRESIDENT announce: the following as the 
result: 

Whole number of ballots 

For Rev. Mr. Cooxman, 

Rev. Mr. THORNT N, 

Rev. Mr. Saw, 4 
So Mr. Cookman was declared tobe duly elected. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, December 14, 1840, 

The journal being read— 

The names of the f following gentlemen, appointed 
by the Speaxer io constitute the several Standing 
Committees of the House, were announced: 

i COMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS, 
Mr. Rives, 


i Mr. Botts, 
gpinete, Randall, 

edill, P. F. Thomas, of Md. 
Brown of Tenn. Rariden, 


Smith of Conn, 


COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS. 
Mr. J. W. Jones of Ya, Mr. Cooper of Geo. 


Evans, Masoa of Ohio, 
Vanderpoel, “Saltonstall, 
Connor, Hubbard. 
Atherton, e 

COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS, - 

Mr. Russell, Mr. Gentry, 

Dawson, Hill of N. C. 
Banks, Galbraith, 
Giddings, Mallory. 


Williams of N, H. 


COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 
Mr. Curtis, Mr. Parris, 


Hilen, Botts, 
Burke, Miller, 
Toland, Winthrop» 
Habersham, 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. Morrow, Mr. Garland, 


Lincoln, Thompson of Miss. 
Crary, Casey, 

White of Ky. Chapman. 

Fisher, 


COMMUTES ON POST OFFICE AND POST ROADS. 


Mr. McKay, Mr. Jos. L. Witliams, 
Hopkins, A. G. Brown, 
Briggs, Reynolds, 
Marvin, Thompson of Ky. 
Leadbetter, 


COMMITTEE FOR TIIE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. Wm. Cost Juhnson, Mr. Graham, 


C. H. Williams, Cranston, 

Beirne, Hawkins, 

Clark, McCarty. 

Davee, 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY. 

Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Stanly, 

liefman, 8. H. Butler, 

Turney, Trumbull, 

Samuel:, Starkweather. 

Barnard, 

COMMITTEE ON REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS, 
Mr. Randolph, Mr. Ey, 

Wal, Swearingen, 

Taliaferro, Jomes, 


Paimenter, Natheniel Jenss. 


Montgomery, 

COMMITTER ON PUBLIC EXPENDITURES, 
Mr. Bond, r. Greene, 

Duncan, McClure, 

Crockett, Baker, 

Watterson, Breckenridge. 

McCulloch, 

COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 
Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Cross, 

Dellet, Warren, 

Wick, Vroom, 

Wm. S. Hastings, Boardman. 


Jameson, 
COMMITTEE ON MANUFACTURES, 


Mr. Adams, Mr. Dromgcole, 
Nisbet, Mitchell, 
Stade, Eastman, 


Tillinghast, John Davis of Penn. 
Worthington, 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, 

Mr. Dete-ry, Mr. Shaw, H 
McClellan, Doig, 
Smith of Vermort, Hook, 
Hammond, Ridgway. 


(COMMITTEE ON INDIAN ATTAIRRS, 


Mr. Evans, 


M.. Doe, 


mr, Saltonstall, 


Mr. Be} Wir. Hant, 
Denis Wiliams, J. W. Davis of Ta. 
Alord, Parrish, 
Chinn, Ryall. 
Lucas, 
c9? MITT EE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS. 
Mr. W. Thompson, jr. Mr. Monroe, 
Miller, Sumter, 
Coles, Goggin, 
Kembje, W. O. Butler, 
J. W. Allen, 
COMMITTEE ON THE MILITIA. 
Mr. Keim, Mr. Rogers cf N. Y. 
Carter, Triplett, 
Griffin, - Wagner of N, H. 
Wagener of Pa, Jackson. 


Goode, 


COMMITTEE ON NAVAL AFFAIRS, 
Mr. Francis. Thomas, Mr. Shepard, 


Reed, Naylor, 
Grinnell, Dickerson, 
Andetson, Montanya. 
Profit, 


COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 


Mr. Pickens, Mr. Everett, 

Cushing, Ciiford, 
Dromgoole, Leet, 
Granger, Fine, 
Tawes, 

COMMITTEE ON THE TERRITORIES. 

Mr. Pope, Mr. Garret Davis of Ky 
Jenifer, Cooper of Pa, 
Campbell of Tenn. Morgan, 

Stuart, Dana. 
Brewster, 
COMMITTEE ON REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS, 

Mr. Taliaferro, Mr. Brockway, 

Carr, Taylor, 
Andrews, Hand, 
Steenrod, Peck. 


Edw’d Davies of Pa. } 
COMMITTEE ON INVALID PENSIONS. í 
Mr. S. Williams of Ky. Mr. S. W. Morris of Pa. : 


Morris of Ohio, Palen, 
Chittenden, Sweney, 
Doan, Edwards. 
Strong, 


COMMITTEE ON ROADS AND CANALS. 


Mr. Ogie; Mr. Blackwell, 
Carroll, Underwood, 
Hill of Virginia, Smith of Maize, 
Smith of Virginia, Crabb. 


Rayner, 
COMMITTEE ON PATENTS, 

Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Newhard, 
Beatty, Paynter. 
Prentiss, 

ON PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 

Mr. Petrikin, Mr. Hastir gs of Ohio, 


Leonaid, Osborne. 

Kein, 

ON REVISAL AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 
Mr. Peck, Mr. Kille, 

Parrish, Coorer of N. J. 

James, 


COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS. - 
Mr. Jos. Johnson of Va. Mr. Fioyd, 
C Johnston of N. Y. Andrews, 
Marchand, 
COMMITTEE ON MILEAGE. 
Mr. Williams of Ct. Mr. Henry, 
Wiliams of Mass. Kempshall. 
J. Alen of N. Y. 


COMMITTEE ON EPPENDITURES D THE DEPART- 
MENT OF STA’ 

Mr. Uurderwood, Mr. Lowell, 

Bynnm, Trumbull, 

Crabb, 
COMMITTER ON EXPENDITURES IN THE TREASURY 

DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. Warren, 

Atherton, Jones of N. Y. 
Osborne, 


ON EXPENDITURES IN THE WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Mir. Holmes, 

Chapman, Cooper of Pa. 
Wagner of N. Y. 

ON EXPENDITURES IN TIE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. Green, 

Vanderpoel, Gerry. 

S menten, 


ON EXPENDITURES IN POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT: 
Mr. Marvin, Mr. Davis of Ky. 

Boyd, Lane. 

Lowell, 

ON EXPENDITURES ON TITE PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

Mr. Stanly, r. Henry, 

Fornance, Earle. 

Gates, 


The SPEAKER also announced th: fol'owing 


Select Committees, under resolutions adopte] on 
Thursday last: 


ON THE TOBACCO TRADE. 


Mr. Jenifer, Mr. Grinnell, 
Coles, Triplett, 
Sergeant, Parrish, 
Dawson, Miner, 


Carroll, 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1840. 


BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


WEEKLY 


Continued from No. 1. 


FOR INQUIRY INTO THE ALLEGED FALSIFICATION 
OF PUBLIC DOCUMENT No. 185 OF LAST SESSION 


RELATIVE TO THE APRICANS TAKEN ON BOARD 
THE AMISTAD: 
Mr. Adams, Mr. Medill, 
McKay, Dennis. 
Barnard, 


Mr. WINTHROP of Ma:sachusetis stated that, 
on examining the list of yeas and nays on the vote 
taken, last week, on the motion of Mr. Stanty to 
reconsider the vote by which the resolution of Mr. 
ATHERTON, for the printing of the usua! number of 
copies of the President’s Annual Message had been 
adopted, he discovered that his name was omitted. 

Mr. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS stated that he also 
was present, and voted in the affirmative, when the 
question on the motion to reconsider was taken, but 
his name was not recorded. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. WINTHROP moved that the yeas given by 
Mr. J. L. Wintrsms and himself, on Thur: day last, 
or the question of reconsidering the vote for print- 
ing certain extra copies of the President's Message, 
be now entered upon the journal, it appearing that 
the same was omitted at the time. 

Mr. PETRIKEN was inclined to question the pro- 
priety of permitting members to have their votes in- 
serted on the journal at so long a time after the de- 
cision had been announced. He thought members 
ought to remain in their places, and listen whether 
their names had been omitted or not, so as to have 
the error rectified at the time. ` . 

After some debate on the propriety of permitting 
the votes to be recorded, in which Messrs. STAN- 
LY, TILLINGHAST, WISE, LEWIS WiL- 
LIAMS, and CUSHING, participated, the motion 
to insert was agreed to by the fullowing vote: yeas 
_ 200, nays 3. 

The SPEAKER then stated that the a.ldition just 
made of two votes in the affirmative, would reverse 
the decision of Wednerday last, by which the me- 
iton of Mr. Sranty to reconsider tke resolution of 
Mr. Arserton, was rejected. That resolution 
was, therefore, reconsidered, and.its merits conse- 
quently open to debate. 

Mr. STANLY then moved to amend the reso- 

, lution by inserting 15,000 of the Presideut’s mes- 
sage. without, and 5 600 wilh, the accompanying 
documents. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired whether the order to 
print had been executed. 

The SPEAKER replied that it hsd not. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, by way of compromise, 
moved farther to amend by substituting 5,000 of 
the message with, and 5,000 without, the accompa- 
nying documents. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to. the amendment, and decided in the negative. 

The question being then on the amendment of 
Mr. STANLY; 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the amendment 
by substituting 10,000 with, and 5,000 without, the 
documents. 

Mr. BEATTY thereupon called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and, aeng taken, were 
—yeas 110, nays 96, as follows 

YEAS—Messsr’, Judson Allen, Ree 
ton, Banks, Barnard, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, 
Boyd, Breckenridge, Briggs, Albert G Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Builer, Willam O. Baler, 
Calhoun, Carr, Carroli, Clifford, Coler, Connor; 
William R. Cooper, Craig, Crans 40D, Crary, Crock- 
eit, Cross , Dana, Davee, Dennis, Dickerson, Duan, 
Doe, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Ey erett, 
Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Fornance, Gaibra ith, Gar 
land, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, John Pasi i 
Hawkins, Hil of Virginia, Hil of North Caroli- 
na, Hilen, Hubbard, Jackson, James, Jameson, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemp- 
shall, Kile, Lane, Leet, Leonard, Lowel, Lucas, 


` McGarty, Mek Han, McClure, MeCalloch, Mar- 


chand, Medill, Miller, Michell, Montanya, Mont- 
gomery, Samuel W. Morris, Ogle, Parmenter, Par- 


a 


riz, Paynter, Pope, Prentiss, Reed, Reynolds, Ridg- 
way, Edward Rogers, Ryall, Saltonstall, Samuels, 
Shaw, Siade, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Strong, 
Stuart, Jacob Phompson, Tillisghast, Toland, Un- 
derweod, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Peter J. 
Wagner, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthington— 
110. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Baker, Beil, Boardman, Botts, Brews- 
ter, Brockway, Wm. B. Campbell, Carier, Casy, 
Chapman, Chi iinn, Chittenden, Clark, Mark A. 
Cooper, Crabb, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies, 
John Davis, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Daw- 
son, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Fillmore, Floyd, 
Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, William S. 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, George W. Hopkins, 
Hant, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, 
William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Leadbetter, 
Lincoln, McKay, Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Mon- 
roe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Newhard, Osborne, 
Palen, Parrish, Peck, Petrikin, Pickens, Profit, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Rives, Rus- 
seli, Shepard, Simonton, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Stark weather, Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, ‘Fali- 
aferro, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, 
John B. Thompson, Friplett, Turney, Warren, 
John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, and Wise—96. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The ee being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Sranty as amended, it was decided in 
the affi: mative. 

And the question then being on the adeption ‘of 
the resolution as amended, it was agreed to withou 
a count, 

So ten thousand copies of the President’s mes- 
sage with, and five thousand copies without, the 
accompanying documents, were ordered to be print- 
ed 


è DEATH OF MR. ANDERSON OF KENTUCKY. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Kentucky rose and an- 
nounced to the House that Simzon Hf. Anderson, his 
predecessor in this Congress from the Filth Dis‘rict 
in Kentucky, had departed this life, at his residence 
ia Garrard county, since the last session. Mr. T. 
remarked that his death was a ee calamity, be- 
cause the ccuntry, in the morning of his life, and 
as his career of usefulness upon a 
just commenced, had been deprived of one of 
her most promising sons. Ia the councils cf his 
native State, he had rendered services to that 
State, and achieved for himselfan enviable reputa- 
tion; without opposition, and by the undivided suf- 
frage of his district, he had been returned a member 


for tois Congress. His bearing as agentleman was a 


new theatre had |} 


true evidence of the moral worth and integrity ef | 


purpose that characterized the man. His 
vices here had not fully manifested to this body the 
rich attainments and hich order of intellect that, 


eombined with his private virtue, had secured to |} 


hi winot only public confidence at home, but also 
that ad and attachment which all the bette 
sýmpatai ies of social life ever accord to meritan 
worl. The bar ef which he was a membe 
an ornament, in his native State, regret his untime is 
death; his district [veis the loss. Allied with the 
blood of the State, he has left a young family to 
mourn the sad bereavement of a kind parent and 
an affectionate husband. Mr. T. presented the 
following resolutions as a token of condolence to 
that family, and as the last kind office and tribute 
of respect we can pay to the memory of one who 
yet lives in the cherished remembrances and affce- 


i 
> 
a 


rand 


brief ser- | 


` the Heuse will sympathize with me. 
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tions of his friends, his relatives, and of the 
State of which he was a favorite niid andon 
whom she rested high and proud hopes of’ futtre 
usefulness and eminence. There is allotted to. but 
few a better and brighter fortune than seemed | to 
await him. The sentiment that “they whom ‘the 
gods love die young” was a tender delusion of 
heathen superstition, in this instance, he trusted, 
but exemplified and adopted by a wise and myste- 
rious dispensation of the Christian’s- Providence, 
Te malediction, “May you die from home,” was 
an imprecation he had no enemy : malevolent 
enough to utter, and he now reposes as he lived 
and died, surrounded by his household and friends. 


Resolved, That this House with deep regret have 
heard the announcement of the death of Simeon H. 
ANDERSON, of Kentucky, late a member of this Çon- 
gres, 

7 Resolced, That to testify their regard for the dè- 
ceased, and as an evidence of the sympathy they 
feel, and hereby tender to his surviving relatives, 
they will wear crape on the left arm for’thirty days. 

Resolved, As a further testimony of respect for 
rhe deceased, that when this House adjourn to-day, 

t adjourn to to-morrow. 


DEATH OF MR. RAMSEY, OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr. LEET then rose, and addrezsed the House 
as follows: 

Mr. Spmsxer: In accordance with a practice 
whica has been sanctioned by long usage, I rise to 
discharge a painful duty; in doing which I feel sure 
I rise, sir, to 
announce the death of Wittram Srerrerr RAM- 
say, who was a distinguished member of the Penne » 
sylvania delegation, and represented. the Cumber- 
a district. He died suddenly in October last, in 

ne city of Baltimore, somewhat remote ‘from the 
te sm of his near relatives, but where, however, 
there were not wanting friends to show appropriate 
marks of respect to his memory. His death wag 
not less sudden than melancholy. From early in- 
fancy he was afflicted with feeble health, bart a 
week constitution. | 

Elaving been called by the people of his dis» 
trict to serve them in the National Legislature of 
his native country, and desirous to execute the 
trust reposed in him, he struggled through the last 
unusually arduous end exeiting sesion, in the dis- 
charge of bis duties, in a manner alike honorable 
to himself, gratifying to his friends, and ` satisfac- 
tory to bis constituents.’ At the close of the session, 
ke fonnd bis constitution rapidly yielding to the 
raveges of agonfirmed consumption; and. during © 
the recess of Congress, in tne youth of ‘his days, 
with the fairest earthly prospects before him; (could 
he have lived to realizo them,) and at a time when 
one would thiak he might be | buoyant: with 
hope, he sunk a victim to gloomy. melancholy, 
leaving numerous devoted - friends: to: Jament his 
premature snd deplorable death. T have never 
been able to feel fully the propriety of. panegyric 
on cecasion: like this—it. exiles little or no. in- 
teres where the subject of itis unknown, and can- 
not reach fis ear, nor enhance his character in the 
esteem of those who: knew his goodness, his talents, 
and his virtues, may be indulged, however, in 
simply saying, that Mi. RAMSEY; as a man, was libe- 
ral and kind; and, as a friend, was true and faithful: 
he enjoyed the advantages of an accomplished 
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“ducation received in this country, and he visited 
some of the most famous places in Europe 
in the anxious pursuit of knowledge, and for 
the improvement of his health. Some time after his 
return, from Europe, he was in 1838 elected to the 
26ih Congress, and in 1840 wasagain returned by a 
generous. and enlightened constituency to the 27th 
Congress, But, alas! he is now no more—he died 
a high minded and honorable man. 

„Without making further remarks, I ask the 
House to-pay the qustomary tribute of respect to 
the memory of a deceased member, by adopting the 
resolutions which I hold in my hand, and now send 
to the Chair. 


Resolved, That. the members of this House will 
testify their respect for the memory of Winuuam 
Srmererr Ramsey, by wearing crape on the left 
‘arm for thirty days, 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

i, The above resolutions were then adopted, 

And the House adjourned until to-morrow at 12 

o'clock, 


IN SENATE, 

: Turspay, December 15, 1840.' 

The PRESIDENT submitted a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, enclosing a 
communication from F. R, Hassler, the superin- 

. tendent of the coast survey and the construction of 
weights and measures, showing the progress mace 
therein; which was laid on the table. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ty, in compliance with the actfor the relief of insol- 
vent debtors; which was referred to the Committee 
on. the Judiciary. 

“ Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Wal- 
ter Loomis and Abel Gay; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 
_. Also, the petition of General Joseph M. Hernan- 
dez; which was referred to the Cominitiee on 
Claims. 

Also, the petition of Gad Humphreys; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Also, the petition of Philip Weaddeman; which © 


‘was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petinion of Malachi Hagan, which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of John J. Bulow, 
deceased; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD also offered the following reso- 
lution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 

instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing a pension to Jchn McNeil for wounds received 
during the last war. 
- Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
William W. Chew, Secretary of Legation at St. 
Petersburg; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. ANDERSON presented the petition of Cle- 


ments, Bryan and Company; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of De 
Forest Manice; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. ` 

Mr. PRESTON presented the.petition of Charles 
Howe; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. FULTON presented the memorial òf mem- 
bers of the Legislature of Arkansas, praying for 
the establishment of a mail route in the counties of 
Monroe, Francis, and J ackson; which was referred 


to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. ' 


_Mr. ROANE presented the petition of the Editor 
of the Farmer's Register, praying for the reduction 
of postage ‘on periodicals; whieh was referred to 
the Committee on the Pest Office and Post Roads. 

, Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
citizens of Madison county, Alabama, ‘praying for 
the establishment of a mail route; which was re- 


ferred to the Commigee Sn the Post Office and Post 
Roads. | 


Also, the petition of George ‘Turnley, of Cher | 
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rokee county, Alabama; which was referred fo the 
Committee on the Public Lands. =. i 

Mr. C. also gave notice that, on to-morrow, he 
wou?d ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the Selma and Tennessee Railroad Company. 

On motion by Mr. FULTON, so much of the 
President’s annual message as relates to the Post. 
Office and post roads was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. ` 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the petitions of 
Thankful Reynolds, of the widow of John Vance, 
of Huldab Tucker, of Samuel Collins, of Lucy 
Eaton, widow of John Bennett, of John R. Mid- 
winter, and of Joseph Bassett, now on the files of 
the Senate, were referred tò the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the petition and pa- 
pars of Francis A. Dickins, now on file, were re- 
ferred to the Committe on the Judiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of inhabi- 
tants of the counties of Lake, Henry, and Boone, 
for a mail route; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. TALLMADGE pressnted the petition of the 
heirs of Henry Eckford; which was referred tu the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred 

The bill for the relief of George W. Paschal; and 

Toe bill to establish a Board of Commissioners 
to hear and determine claims against the United 
States; 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. NORVELL, from’ the Committee on the 
Public lands, to which was referred 

A bill granting to the State of Michigan a quan- 
tity of land to aid said Siate in the construction of 
a canal around the Falls of Ste Marie; and 

A bill to create an addi:ional land office in the 
State of Michigan, and for other purposes; : 
reported the same without amendment. l 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from ihe Committe 
on the Public Lands, to which were referred 

A bill to relingish to the State of Alabama the 
two per cent. fund reserved by the act for her ad- 
mission into the Union, to be applied to the making 
of a road or roads leading to said State; 

A bill to establish an additional land district in 
the State of Alabama; 

A bill for the relief of William Jones; 

A bill for the relief of certain settlers on the pub- 
lic lands, who were deprived of the benefits of the 
act granting pre-emption rights, which was ap- 
proved on the 19 h of June, 1834; 

A bill to graut other lands to the inhabitants of 
townships deprived of the 16th section by Indian 
reservations; andj 

A bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a certain reservation in the 
State of Alabama; 
severally reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which were referred 

A bill in relation to donations of land to certain 
persons in the State of Arkansas; 

A bill to quiet the titles of certain land claimants 
in the States of Missouri and Arkansas, and for 
other purposes; 

A bill to settle the title to certain tracts of land 
in the State of Arkansas; 

A bill to authorize the inhabitants of township 
eight north, range thirty-two west, in the State of 
Arkansas, to enter a section of land in lieu of the 
sixteenth section in said township, upon condition 
that the same is surrendered to the United States 
for military purposes; 

A bill authorizing the inhabitants of fractional 
township ten south, of range one east, in the State 
of Arkansas, to enter one half section of land for 
school purposes; 

A bill for the relief of James Smith 
kansas; and 

A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost their improvements in consequence 
of a treaty between the United States and th: 
Chectaw- Indians; 
severally reported the same without amendment, 


Mr. SEVIER gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce © ~ 


of Ar- 
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A bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; 
A bill for the relief of Ricuard T. Banks; 
A bill making appropriations for the removal of 
theraft in Red River; 

A bill to authorize the Legislature of the State 
of Arkansas to sell the lands heretofore appropria- 
ted for the use of schools in that State; and 

A bill to revive the. act entitled “An act to enas 
ble claimants to lands within the limits.of Missouri 
and the Territory of Arkansas, to institute proceed. 
ings to try the validity of their. claims,” approved 
the 26:h of May, 1824, and an act amending the 
same, and extending the provision: of said act to 


claimants to lands within the States of Louisiana 


and Mississippi. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce 

A bill for the relief of James Walker; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Colin Bishop; 
which were severally read twice, and referred te 
the Committee on the Post Office and Roads, 

Mr. C. also, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Jubal B. Hancock; which was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. : 

Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to refund to Noah 
Miller and others part of the proceeds of the sale of 
the British sloop Mary and cargo, which were cap- 
tured by them, and libelled and sold for the benefit 
of the United States; which, with accompanying docu- 
ments, was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. DAVIS gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the Plumb Island Bridge Company. 

Mr. CALHOUN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of Jchn De Treville, de- 


j ceased; which was read twice, and referred to the 


Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, in pursuance of previous no- 


tice, asked and obtained leave to introducea bill to . 


provide for the settlement of the claim of the State 
of Maine for the services of her militia; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Mi- 
litary Affairs, f 

Mr. W. also, on leave, introduced a bill to regu- 
late the pay andj emoluments of pursers of the 
navy; and 

A bill to regulate and establish the navy ration; 
which was severally read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana, ia pursuance of previ-. 


ous notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Col. 
Francis Vigo; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, a bill to regulate the land offices in the 
State of Indiana, and for other purposes; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, ° 

Also, a bill to authorize the Mount Carmel 
and New Albany Railroad Company to enter on a 
credit a quantity of land, to aid the company in 
the construction of a railroad from New Albany, in 
the State of Indiana, to Mowat Carmel, in the State 
of Ilinois, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. i 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
authorizing the President of the United States to 
cause ceriain surveys to be made; which was read 
twice, and referred to tke Committee on the Publie 
Lands. ‘ 

Mr. TAPPAN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lation, propcsing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, so as to limit the term of 
office of the judges of the supreme and inferior 


courts thereof. 


Mr. ANDERSON gave notice that to-morrow 
he would ask leave to introduce. a bill to amend an 
act entitled “An act to authorize the State of Ten- 


nessee to issue grants and perfect titles to certain ~: 


lands therein described, and to settle the claims to 
the vacant and unappropriated lands within the 


į Same,” passed the 18ih day of April, 1806, 


e ag teas ue Sb 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ee A 
Mr. HUBBARD, in pursuance Cof previous no- || ten years: the quantity so offered and remainine U done? There was an eap ip aE EE al previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the settlement of the claims cf New Hampshire 
against the United States; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. HENDERSON, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and ubtained leave to introduce a bill 
to confirm the survey and location of claims for 
lands in the State of Mississippi, east of Pearl river 
and south of the 3lst degree of north Jatitude; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. MERRICK, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce 

A bill for the legal representatives of William 
Sanford, deceased; 5 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Robert White; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal repre- 
sentatives of Joseph Morris, deceased; 
which were severally read twicc, and referred to 
the Commities on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ark leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 

` the heirs of Francis Newman. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, the documents 
in relation to the better security of ‘the lives of pas- 
sengers on board of steam vescels, now on file, 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill making 
appropriations for the completion of certain roads 
in the State of Arkansas; which was read twice, 

and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

. Mr. F. gave notice that, to-morrow, he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill to perfect the titles to 
lands. south of the Arkansas river, held under the 
New Madrid locations, and pre-emption rights un- 
der the act of 1814; and 

A bill for the relief of William A. Dixon. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Cray 6f Kentucky, was taken up for conside- 
ration, viz: 

Resolved, That the peat of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate statements 
showing the quantity of land ‘repoti by the Fa 
gisters and receivers of the several land offices, 
pursuance of the resolution of the Senate of "he 
25th April, 1828, to have been unsold in their re- 
spective disiriets on the 30th day of June, 1628, 
after having been offered at the minimum price per 
aere, discriminating between the several land dis- 
tricts; what proportion of the Jand so unsold on that 
day consisted of first rate land, and what was un- 
fit for cultivation, according to the reports of the 
said officers; what was their estimate of the ave- 
rage valne per acre of the said unsold land; and 

` what part of the said land sfo remaining unsold 
on the 30th June, 1828, aforesaid, has been since 
‘sold, and at what price, discriminating between the 
amount sold in each of the disthicis. And the Se- 
eretary is further directed to cause parallel co- 
lumns to be prepared, exhibiting in one connected 
view the quantity of land unsold on the day afore- 
said in each district, the amount since sold, the 
value as assessed or estimated by the said officers, 
and the prices at which the lands have since acm- 
ally sold; and the aggregate valve of the land as 
assessed, and the aggregate amount of the sales 
made since the 30th June, 1823, in each land dis- 
trier. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama cffered the following 
amendments: 

Resolved further, That said Secretary caure to be 
exhibited in the report ion i, such alterations 
asmay have been made in the several land dis- 
triets embraced by said reporis made pursuant to 
the said resolution. of the Senate of ‘the 25h of 
April, 1828—showin eg ia what instanees, and to 
what extent, said distiie's have been en larged or d- 
‘minished since the said 30:h day of Jar ne, 1828; 
and also what new lands, then embraced by said 

` several districts, have sińce been sold. 


Resolved further, That said Se -cretary cause to be 
communicated statements showing in Separate co- 

- Jumns the quantity of public land. which has been 
offered for sale at pablic auction, and has remain- 
ed unsold atthe minimum price, in each State and 
“Territory for a period of five years, : and less than | 


ten years; the quantity so offered and rénisaining 


unsold for ten years and less than fifteen years; the 
quentity so offered and remaining unsoid for fif- 
teen years and less than twenty years; the quantity 
so offered and remaining unsold for more than 
twenty and less than thirty years; and the quantity 
which has been so offered and has remained unsold 
for more than thirty years: showing the aggregate 
at the foot of each column, aud the general aggre- 
gate of all the lands which have been offered, and 
have remained unsold for five years and upwards, 
up to the latest returns. 


The amenïments were agreed to; anq ine reso- 
lution, as amended, was adopted. 
REPEAL OF THE INDEPENDENT TREA- 


SURY LAW. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterd ay by 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, was taken vp for consi- 
deration, viz: 

Resolved, That the actentitled “An act to pro- 
vide for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public revenue,” ought to be 


| forthwith repealed; and that the Commitee on Fi- 


nance be instructed to report a bill accordingly. 
Mr. CLAY said it was no part of his purpose, in 
offering his resolution, to invite or pa:take in an 
argument on any question that might arise out of 
the great measure to which the resolution relates. 
It was, then, no purpose on bis part to enter into 
any argument. He would as lief argue to a con- 
victed criminal, with a rope round his neek, and 
the eart about to leave his body, to prove to him 
that his conviction was according to law and jus- 
tice, as to prove that this Sub-Treasury measure 
ought to be abandoned, He had brought forward 
the resolution in the shape in which he had pre- 
sented it to the Senate, because he thought it was 
his duty so to do. The ordinary course “ot legisla- 
tion—the usual practice, he was aware, in repeal- 
iag existing jlaws—-was to move a ae of ins 
struction, addressed to a committer, and directi z 
an inquiry iuto the expediency of ibe measure, 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to repea! the mea- 
sare which it was wished to got rid of. But there 
were cecasicns when that ordinary form, he pre- 
sumed, might, and ought to be dispensed with, i 
they looked for examples to ihe only period which 
bears any analogy to that which exists at this mo- 
ment—he meant the period of 1800, when Jeffer- 
son came into power, but under circumstances far 
different, and in a contest more equal and of doubt- 
ful issue than that which has brought the present 
men into power—if they looked back to that pe- 
riod, and saw the alien law, not limited and tem- 
poral, tut of permanent daration—eould they not 
suppose that it would have been idle and ridiculous 
to move a resclution of inquiry as to the expe- 
dieney of repealing that most odious measure? But 
respecting this Sub-Treas sury, about which they had 
had about three years and three months’ a¢gument 
—a period longer than the Jast war with Great Bri- 
tain, and half as great as the wer of the Revolu- 
tion—under thee circumstances, discussion of the 
measure would seem to be unnecessary and mis- 
ple 2ecd; it was sufficient for him to say that the na- 
tien wills the repeal of the measure—the ration de- 
erces the repeal of the measure—the nation com- 
mands the repeal of the measure—and the repre- 
sentatives of nineteen States were sent there jir- 
struc’ed to repeal it. They might dispute about 
what was or was not involve di in the issue of the Lite 
Presidential coutests they might contend tha: that 
contest affirmed this or that prnciple or measure, 
and they might dispute about ithe “knew it was the 
reciice of gentemen to whom it was his for- 
tune to be opposed i in that Senate, after elections, to 
contend that this election sanctions this or puts 
down ihat measure, and that election demonstrates 
shat the people are in faver of this and cppored to 
that measure, whether Sub-Treasury or a United 
States Bank, and there might be a controversy 
abont the mater; but on one point it was Pmpossi- 
ble there could te diversity of opinion, either here 
or elsewhere; and that is, that this nation, by one of 
the most tremendoxs majorities ever given in our 
nation’s annals, whatever else it may have decided, 
has decided against this Sub-Treasury measure. 
“And when the nation speaks—when the nation 


je the nation commands, what is to þe 


nation? 


į be very successful. 


donet- ‘There was “no” hecessily 

the ferm of referring ‘to a commitlée to ing 

the expediency cf doing what the publie se 
required. What Senator would stand there in hid 
piace and say he opposed himself to ‘the. will ‘of ihe 


He, for one, bad hoped thai the President of th 
United States, in the message which he-had edim: 
municated at the commencement of the 's 
wiih a magnanimity which would have becoming, 
would have announced the fact of this will of the’ 
nation, and recommended a- conformity to’ 
it. Let him not be misunderstood. He would: 
not ark the President—no, he had too ‘much 
personal respect for him; he had too ‘mtich: 
pare for human nature, to ask the Presi- 

lent io come here and say to Congress, “E have’ 
bee wrong all this time; the measure which have 
urged upon you for ade ption. is one that was found- 
ed in error.” Ne; it would be ‘unmanly; he (Mr. 
Cray) could not expect it at his bands; but he ‘did’ 
expect the President would have said what the fact 
was; that he would have admitted that the nation 
had decided against his favorite measure; and that 
he would have recommended submission to the will 
of the nation; but least of all did he expect a ‘re- 
commendation and improvement; and that the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury should concur in the recom- 
mendation of amendment and improvement of a - 
measure against which the nation had’ decided, 
which beth “the Executive and the Secretary knew: 
Bot if they disregard the will of the nation prior to 
the 4h of March next, they knew well” that. it 

would not endure longer than a Congress could .. 
convene, and a new President could*act on the 
measure. 

But a word as to the effect of a repeal of this 
measure. What is the effect of the operation of 
the present Sub-Treasury system? It was said to 
Tois was announced in ‘thé 
message, and repeated in the report of the Seere- 

tary of the Treasury. He should, however, have 
been pleased if those documents had gone into de- 
tails respecting the operation of this measure, 
showing how it had altered the business and the 
relations of the country, and the’ receipts ‘and ‘dis 
bursements of the revenue. Bat so far, it was said 
it hed satisfied all’ their expectations, and was in 
successful operation. Now he(Mr. Ctay,) thanked 
God he was far removed from any one of te Res 
ceivers General—nay he wished he was farther re- 
moved; but he should be gladto know where’ had 
been its succes:ful operation. - Perhaps the Senator 
from New Hampshire [Mr. Hussard] might com- 
municate the information. He should be glad to 
learn how it had succes-fully operated, from that 
illustrious Senator who had ably and elequently de- 


fended the Secretary of the ‘Freasury on all 
cefasions; ang he must say that it was a 
most ungrateful return for those services 


to treat him as he had been treated at & recent 
election for Gnited States Senator for the Siate of 
New Hampshire. He should be glad, however, 
to learn from him [Mr Hloprarp] and from the 
gentleman who was at thehcadof the Committee 
ca Finance, in detail, what had been the “opera- 
tion of this Sab- Treasury system—how it was 
acting—how it was working —how it was varying 
the financial and commercial and manufacturing 
iffairs of the country. He would tell them what 
be understood it to bes thoug gh. he ras separated 
from many of these Recsivers General. He-un- 
destos that there was “not the Shghtest diference 
ag aoe *, from what, before the 4ibof Faly 

z a sy sem in operation. He understood 
ihat now, as then, the notes of all the specie pay- 
iag banks ¥ were received by tle collector and trans- 
faced : He understood 


ihe process 8 vA merchant of New York 
has a large sum to pay—say $100; well, he 
; a cheek to a specie paying - bank—he 


pays no money, bat, the echeck is endorsed 
specie—2 and he gives : ‘another check with no 
endorsement whatever; both are carried to the bank, 


eng 


and are earried to the eredit—trne, not of the Go. 


-verament——but of the Receiver General in his pri- 


vate account, as a ‘private transaction. “Well, they 
all knew, whatever might be endorsed on the cheek 
for $100 or §200, that they were both cash paper, 


bò 


convertible into specie, and this was the usage prior 
to the 4’h of July last; and the paper of no bank 
which did-not pay specie was received by the col- 
lector of the public revenue, but the paper of banks 
paying specie was. Itis now received, and it was 
so received before the 4th of July, taking New 
York asan example for illustration.’ The reve- 
nue, when collected by the collector, was paid into 
the bank to the account of Jesse Hoyt—to his pri- 
vate account, over which the Government bad no 
control—and now he passed it over to P£al or 
Saul Allen, who had also an account with the 
bank, over which the Government had no control 
or direction. Well, then, the whole revenue of the 
United States, amounting to nineteen. millions, ac- 
@ording to the estimates of ihe current and 
the next year, but thirteen millions as ac- 
tually received during the present year— 
the whole revenue of the United States, at some 
time or other, passed through the hands and was 
kept in the custody of private individuals who stood 
credited for the amount on the books of some bank 
or banks to which they had resort. Well then, if 
he were not mistaken, it was very clear the opera- 
tion of the system so far, had been exceedingly 
limited, and in the event of a repeal, which was 
proposed in that resolution, the result would be that 
the administration of the Treasury Department 
will revert back to the state of things prior to the 
4th of July, or rather it will continue the ssme state 
of things which yet existed, without interfering with 
the financial affairs of the Government. He hoped 
for another result, should he succeed in obtaining 
a concurrence with his resolution—he hoped 
that an account would be opened, as in olden 
times, as in safe times, and in times of regular ad- 
ministration of the Government, with the Treasu- 
rer of the United States. But he contended that, 
whatever inconveniences could result from a repeal 
of the measure, that was no consideration for 
them. Their duty was marked ont by the public 
Opinion, and, for one, he was disposed to obey its in- 
struction which, to nineteen States of this Union, 
had been given. 

He would not enter further into a discussion of 
the subject; he would content himcelf with those 
observations, and he was not disposed to urge 
others toa general expression of opinion; but if 
they could doubt—-if they wanted further time to 
consider whether they were acting here as trustees 
of a great community, or were giving a mere ex- 
pression of their own opinions—if, indeed, they 
wanted time for any purpose, he shonld bë the last 
to deny a request so reasonable as that. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he came from one of the 
nineteen States alluded to by the Senator from 
Kentucky, and he was happy to say to that Sena- 
tor that he rejoiced to find it was the disposition of 
the party about to come into power to make pre- 
cisely the issue tendered by this resolution. Ee 
thanked that Senator, therefore—as he would have 
done yesterday when the resolution was presented, 
had it been proper—for presenting that proposition 
to them. Hecould say to that Senator, that for 
one—and perhaps he could say it with more pro- 
priety than any other member of that body—he did 
not desire further to discuss that measure 
either before the Senate or the country; he 
could only say, that when the Senate was 
called upon to act upon the proposition, he 
was desirous that it should be with an understand- 
ing of what it is, anf that the Senate might be as 
full as may be, consistent with the attendance] of 
members in the city. To-day he did not désire to 
act upon it, for one Senator now in town, was sick 
and not able to be in his places; and another left 
town after the last adjournment of the Senate prior 
to yesterday, with the confident expectation of re- 
turning last evening, who had not yet resumed his 
seat; but if there was a disposition in the Senate to 
ast upon the resolution, and make an expression 
which would not mislead the public mind, he should 
desire that expression te be made now, and upon 
thisresolution. It would bea work of supererogation, 
in a short session like this, to pass the resolution, 
and instruct a committee to report a bill for the 
proposed repeal, without any expectation that the 
bill would meet the approbation of the Senate 
Hence he wished that all the members in attend. 
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ance might be present when the vote should be 
taken. But he could not excuse himself if he al- 
lowed the opportunity to pass without some slight 
reference to the remarks of the Seriator by whom 
the resolution had been introduced. That Senator 
had become deeply impressed with the result of the 
late election; and on the point whether it was or 
was Rot a full and free and fair. expression of the 
poptlar will, he (Mr. Wrierrt) did not stand there 
to express an opinion. Hle would merely call to 
the honorable Senator’s mind that they had just 
passed throagh the first election under this Govern- 
ment, when principles. on the part of the domi- 
nant party were not declared, when measures 
were not avowed, and when men stood before the 
country, not to proclaim to the people their prin- 
ciples and measures, bat to apologize for saying 
nothing in reference to their measures or the policy 
which they proposed to adopt. That being the 
case, the Senate would pardon him for calling their 
attention to the fact, that he, and other Senators 
who had sat there with him from 1832 and 1833 
to the present time, had seen election afterelection, 
when it was the fashion of candidates and of par- 
ties to avow their principles, and had heard the ho- 
norable Senetor, with an ingenuity which cannot 
be surpassed, parry the issue his (Mr. Wricut’s) 
friends had made, and contend, almost with suc- 
cess, that nothing was prejudged by the popular 
voice in those popular elections. Take the 
very measure which it was now proposed to repeal, 
and what was the judgment of the people, and 
what was the public expression at the Congressi mal 
elections of 1833 and 1839? Then, if ever, a 
distinct issue or proposition was presented to the 
people of this country. That was the issue that 
was pending during the war of more than three 
years’ duration, of which the honorable Senator 
had spoken—that was the only point in controversy; 
and what was the result? There was a popular 
branch of the National Legislature unfavorable to 
this measure in 1837 and 1838, and was returned 
in its place in 1838 and 1839, favorable to it; and 
it was adopted in pursuance of a pronunciation of 
the will of the people of this country, pending the 
controversy as to the measure itself, That po- 
pular mind may have changed—it may be 
different now; butit it be, and if the pronuncia- 
tion of the popular opinion has been against 
the Independent Treasury, of what measure, as a 
substitute, has it been ın favor? Has the pronun- 
ciation of the late election declared the popular 
voice of the country to be in favor of a National 
Bank? ‘Will the Senator contend that it was 30, 
and will his party zssame it? Or has it declared 
in favor of the policy of another political party, and 
a return to the system of State bank deposites? 
Would the honorable Senator admit that? He 
(Mr. Wricur) did net say the honorable Senator 
would admit either or both; but he had a right to 
ask the question. 

But the Senator says the result-of the late elec. 
tion has been a triumphant pronunciation against 
this measure. How is it ascertained? By what 
declaration of policy or principle on the part of that 
party which has become predominant? Why, 
he should suppose—and he made the re- 
mark without intending disrespect any where 
—if the result of the late election could be claimed 
as proving any thing, it was to prove that they 
were to take down the splendid edifice in which 
he then stood, and erect a log cabin in its place— 
that instead of the rich draperies and valuable 
pictures before them, they were to hang around 
their chamber coon skins, cat skins, and other 
trophies of the chase. But the Senator does not 
claim such to be our duties, resulting from the 
late expression of the popular will. No, such is 
not, and has not been, the result of the pronun- 
Ciation of the will of the freemen of this country; 
and yet, could they not prove such conclusions 
with double force and double testimony over that 
which the honorable Senator seeks now to esta- 
blish—the condemnation of the Sub-Treasury 
measure? And yet they were called upon to 
be silent, to submit, and to obey this foregone 
decree. Against the popular. pronunciation 
made at the late elections, he should not intention- 
ally utter one word—the decision of the people he 
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should respeet; for they were yet, thank God; the 
highest tribunal known to our country and her in- 
stitutions. When.the powers which that election 
has brought into existence shall constitutionally 
take their places, he should be one of i those who, 
whether as a private citizen or in the high position 
in which he then stood, would be found ready to 
render a constitutional submission; but he was not 
ready to adınit that, in rendering its verdict, the 


‘popular voice had pronounced its decision against 


this measure; or if it had, that it had decided in fa- 
vor of any other measure in its place. What, then, 
was the argument of the gentleman in favor of 
this precipitate repeal? Was it that the measure 
was doing mischief to the country, and was work- 
ing evil to the people? He (Mr. Whiens) 
did not understand him to say so. It was 
that it was not carried out in its terms and 
spirit—that the law was not observed, but that it 
was Violated by the officers appointed under it, 
Well, the honorable Senator might be right, for 
he (Mr. Wricut) had not that acquaintance with 
banking institutions which would enable him to 
pronounce on the fact. If that were so, however, 
did it follow that the law must be repealed, be- 
cause the law was not observed? And should they 
expect from the honorable Senator that mode of 
getting rid ofa salutary law which was not exe- 
cuted? Should not, rather, an inquiry be insti- 
tuted to ascertain whether the officers did discharge 
their duty? He knew not what the fact might 
be any where, but he confessed it would have 
pleased him better if the honorable gentleman had 
consented to take Philadelvhia. instead of New 
York, as an example; dnd he knew the New York 
banks were specie paying banks; and he knew it 
was the constructive duty of the Receiver General 
to receive threc-fourths of the revenue there in the 
notes of specie paying banks; but does the Phila- 
delphia Receiver General take checks upon non- 
specie paying banks? And if the Receiver General 
of New York, instead of compelling the merchants 
to bring specie to his vaults, takes a certified check 
that is payable in specie, and presents it for pay- 
ment himself, is the law violated, or is the commu- 
nity injured?) What, then, is the argument? 
Why, that there had been but little saln- 
tary influence from the practical operation 
of this law, and. therefore it was -better to 
repeal it. ‘Repeal it for what? To take the: reve- 
nues out of the reach of Congress, and place them 
again where they had virtually been since the sus- 
pension of the banks in 1837, until the passage of 
the law—in the bands of the Executive? Will it be 
better to put them exciusively in Executive hands, 
or to keep them within the power and provisions 
of a law, even if it does not suit the Senator, until 
a bettersystem can be devised? What is the course 
of wisdom, and what has been the popular voice 


in the matter? But he was going further than he . 


had intended, and therefore he should suspend fur- 
ther remark. He did not desire to foreclose the 
debate by a motion to postpone now, but when 
the Senate came to act upon this resolution, he de- 
sired that the decision should be the sense of the 
Senate, and of as full a Senate as the attendance of 
members of the Senate in the city would permit. 
For the present he would only ask that the vote be 
taken by ayes and noes. 

_Mr. CLAY was not particularly desirous to 
press this measure until Senators were on the floor, 
and he should have great pleasure to concur in any 
reasonable suggestion of the Senator from New 
York. But while he was up, he would ask the 
gentleman from New York, who charged upon the 
party which had obtained the predominance, that 
they had no known principles, whether that gen- 
tleman. desired to know his (Mr. Ciay’s) princi- 
ples, or the principles of the friends with whom he 
was associated? Did he desire to know their opi- 
nions with respect to this Sab-Treasury measure? 
Why, had they not been battling, with the whole 
country coming to their aid, against this identical 
measure? Had the Senator any difficulty in guess- 
ing that the party coming into power, when it 
assumed the reins of government, would put aside 
i The Senator told them that at one 
time an apparent popular expression in favor of the 
measure, in 1838 and 1839—that a popular majorie 
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ty sanctioned the measure—and that it was finally 
carried in the popular branch of Congress. He 
hoped the honerable Senator would relieve him 
from the necessity of looking into the New Jersey 
affair.. He need not enter into the consideration of 
the composition of the majority in the other House 
‘when the Sub-Treasury was passed; but who 
amongst them, who had attended to the progress of 
“events duriag the election of 1840, could doubt that 
the public opinion was against i? The honorable 
Senator had called upon them to declare what 
would be their measures after this Sub-Treasury 
„was destroyed? Whether it would be a Bank of 
‘the United States, or whether it would be a system 
in connection with the local banks? Why, suffi- 
cient for the day is the evil thereof; they had, now 
‘nothing but the Sub-Treasury to handle, and that 
was sufficient for them. Let them remove that out 
of the way, and then those coming into power 
would bring forward their measures, and then it 
. would be time for the distinguished Senator from 

New York to be heard. 

The Senator from New York said, the party 
coming in were coming without principles, and 
they would be at liberty to adopt any measure 

` they pleased. But did not the gentleman know 
that the party coming in were opposed tọ the Sub- 
Treasury? Did he not know that they were in fa- 
vor of a sound and safe regulation of the currency, 
` as far as it can be done consistently with the Con- 
stitution of the United States? Did he not know 
that they were for economy, and against the extra- 
_vagance of the downfallen Administration? Did 
he not know they were for retrenchment, and that 
they were opposed to the extent and alarming 
magnitude, and fearful usurpation and abuse of 
Executive power? And therefore, the gentleman 
could not reprove them for a want of principle. 
` After some other remarks, he said he found he was 
precipitated into the discussion beyond what he had 
. Intended; but in reference to the observations ef the 
, Senator from New York, he said he saw no neces- 
sity for much delay. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had supposed that the 
party about to c\me into power would have been 
content with their decisive victory, and that the 
business of the session would be allowed to go on 
quietly, without calling up any of the exciting 
topics that entered into the late canvass, or antici- 
. pating the measures belonging properly to the com- 

ing administration. The country has just passed 
through one of the most agitating canvasscs it ever 
has, and it is time it should have repose; and he, 
for one, had determined, if it'should not, it would 
_ not be his fault. Without adverting to the past, 
he had made up his mind to wait and form no opi- 
nion till General Harrison had assumed his high 
and responsible office, and developed the principles 
and policy on which he intended to administer the 
Government, in an official and responsible form. 
If he shoul, in good faith, by practice as well as 
profession, adopt the course which the Senator 
_ from Kentucky [Mr. Ctar] has assured us he 
would; if his administration shall be one of re- 
trenchment and economy, deep and thorough, for 
_ they are both much needed; if it shall be op- 
_ posed to a national debt, funded or unfunded; 
if against the improper extension of Executive 
power, and shall be opposed to the use of its pa- 
tronage as the means of rewarding mere partisan 
Service; and if, finally, as intimated in the canvass 
_ by the distinguished Senator from Massachusetts, 
_ {Mr. Wessren,] it should be conducted on the good 
old but much derided doctrines of Jefferson, it 
should not only have his approbation, but his cor- 
dial and cheerful suppcrt, notwithstanding his ob- 
Jections to the means by which his election was se- 
. cured. But be would rather have these declara- 
tions officially from General Harrison himself, than 
from the honorable Senator, however high his au- 
thority might be considered. I (said Mr. C.) ne- 
ver have played, and never intend to play, the game 
of in and out in polities. It is unsuited to the na- 
ture of our Government, and unbecoming those in- 
vested with the high and sacred trust of ad- 
wminisiering it. His ‘course was immovably 
made up. He would give the ecming Adm- 
nistration his support in all measures. which his 
~ Judgment approved, and opposition to all which it 
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disapproved; and, if he was found in systematic 
opposition, it would be because of systematic de- 
parture from the principles and policy which he be- 
lieved to be essential to the prosperity and liberty of 
the Union. 

With these views, he could not, with the Senator 
from New York, regard with pleasure the introduc- 
tion of this resolution. On the contrary, he regard- 
ed it with regret, because it was calculated to keep 
up the excitement of the late canvass, and prevent 
the repose which naturally follows the deep agita- 
tion through which the country has just passed, 
and which is necessary to that calm review, with- 
out which it is impossible to cerrect past errors, 
and turn them to profitable account in future. Let 
the people have an interval of eight or nine 
months, from the end of this session to the com- 
mencement of the next,to think over calmly and 
deliberately the past, andthe course that ought to be 
taken hereafter, and much profit will result to the 
country. Viewed in this light, he not only re- 
gretted the introduction of the resolution, 
but the ground on which the Senator puts the 
repeal of the measure contemplated. He 
assumes the ground that the people had de- 
cided against the Sub-Treasury in the late electi n. 
He (Mr. Catuoun) doubted the fact. The 
election decided nothing but that General 
Harrison should be elected President for the rext 
term; and he entered his solemn protest against the 
attempt to make any other inference the basis of 
our official action; and in doing so, he but took 
the grovnd taken by the Senator and those with 
whom he actcd, when it was attempted to construe 
ina similar manner a former election to have 
decided against the renewal of the charter of the 
United States Bank, and in favor of certain mea- 
sures to which he was opposed. He (Mr. Car- 
HOUN) regarded every attempt at such in- 
ference to te dangerous and unconstitutional. 
No one had a higher regard for the voice of the 
people than he had; but he could only recognise it 
in his official acts, when pronounced through its 
proper organ, ani on the subject, and to the ex- 
tent only, which the Constitution made it binding. 
Thus thinking, he bowed in obedience to their 
voice, uttered in the late election, that General 
Harrison should be the next President, but to that 
extent only could he here, in his place as Senator, 
recognise it. 

It is not only against the genius of our system 
to extend it farther, but idle to attempt to extend it 
to the measure the Senator has. Whois there that 
does not know that in the late canvass the great 
issue—who should be President—depended on a 
thousand others, direct and indirect, of which the 
Sub-Treasury was but one? Who does not remem- 
ber that the imputed extravagance of the Adminis- 
tration, the report of one of the Secretaries on the 
militia question, Hooe’s case, and innumerable 
other objections, were made to the present incum- 
bent, as well as countless numbers urged in favor 
of his opponents, in addition to his objection to the 
Sub-Treasury?) They must all have been supposed 
to influence the result, or surely they would not 
have been so zealously and incessantly urged by 
those who advocated the claims of the successful 
candidate. How, then, can gentlemen now turn 
round, and tell us that there was but a single ques- 
lion at issue, and that question the Sub-Treasury? 

But he, Mr. C. desired to speak with perfect 
candor. Though he by no means considered it 
certain, yet there was reason to fear thal a majorily 
of the community was opposed to that bighly im- 
portant measure. If such should turn out to be 
the fact, he would regret it profoundly; but are gen- 
tlemen certain that there is a majority in favor of 
any alternative measure that can be presented, 
and that there is not a majonty in its favor, 
against any such alternative?’ That is the point. 
Let me tell gentlemsn, when they come to the real 
question—not only whether the Sub ‘Treasury shall 
be repealed, but what shall be substituted, they 
will not find so easy a victory as they expect. That 
is the question which you must meet, and it will be 
in vain toatiempt to elude it. As to one of the 
only two possible alternatives—he referred to the 
repudiated and condemned pet bank system—which 
the gentleman had so justly denounced so far back 
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as 1834, on the question of the removat-of the de- 
posites, as the most fallacious, rickety, and corrupt 
system which could be adopted, which they prophe- 
sied, and truly prophesied, would explode and blow 
up its authors, he took it for granted that there was 
no danger of that being imposed on the country by 
the coming administration, He trusted that would 
not-be the result of all the late agitation, and the 
decided victory they had ‘achieved. out 

As to the other alternative—a National Bank— 
he would not go intothat now. It will be time 
enough, after General Harrison comes in, and re- 
commends it to our adoption, if, with his constitu- 
tional objections, he ever should, But come when ~ 
that time might, if it ever should, he should stand 
up and resist it every. faculty, and’ all the 
energy with which nature had bestowed on 
him; for, as he lived, he believed the day on which 
a National Bank shall be established, with a ca- 
pital of fifty or a hundred millions, and twenty 
years’ duration, and with power and privileges 
sufficient to control the currency and business of 
the country, would be the end of our liberty, and 
would as effectually create a sovereign power, as 
if.General Harrison were elected President for 
life, with the right of succession in his descend- 
ants, and even more so. 

To either of these, the much abnsed Sub-Trea- 
sury will be found to be the only alternative. Con- 
demned and vilified as it was, the country, if it 
desired to preserve its free institutions, must 
come to il; nor was it less for the advantage of the 
banks themselves, than the country, that it should. 
Yes, for the banks; he knew what he said; he 
weighed every word. He regarded those the 
greatest enemies, in reality, to the banks, however 
kind their intention, who would force them again 
into aunion with the Government, against the 
deep conviction of the injustice, impolicy and 
unconstitutionality of such union, of a powerful 
and determined party, not much inferior 
in numbers than their opponents, if tested even by 
the late’ election; for, however strong the vote of 
the electoral college, the popular vote in favor of 
General Harrison did not much exceed one bun- 
dred thousand out of upwards of two, millions of 
votes. If, against the fixed opinion of this powerful 
and resolute party, the coming Administration 
should force a reunion: between bank and Govèrn- 
ment, they would, at the same time, force them 
into the political arena of party conflict, which 
could not fail to overthrow the whole system in its 
convulsive movements. He warned the banks, and 
those interested in them, against the fatal tendency 
of their indiscreet friends, who would, under such 
circumstances, force the reunion. He was no 
enemy to the existing banks, while he had no con- 
fidence in the system as it existed in this country 
and Great Britain. He believed that banks of issue 
and circulation were founded ona mistake, and 
must run down, by their own inherent defects, 
against every effort to stay their descent, and had 
long thought so; but he made no war on them, and 
never kad, They were running down of thems 
selves, according to his impression, too fast 
for the good of ‘the country, and: his 
policy was to retard, and net accclerate 
their descent. Ele acted on the same principle 
in 1834, when the deposites were removed; 
and in obedience to it, urged a course, which, if it 
had been adopted, would baye saved the country 
and banks from the disasters which have since fol- 
lowed. On the same principle he acted at the ex- 
tra session in 1837, and had ever since, in: advo» 
cating the separation of the Government from the 
banks, as the only means of extrieating them from 
polities, and leaving them quietly to be reformed or 
run out, under the action of an: enlightened and 
calm public opinion. He was, and ever had been, 
averse to all sudden and forced measures in reference 
to the currency, even as applied to our system, as 
bad as he believed it to be. , 

In addition to the supposed condemnation of the 
Sub-Treasury by the people at the late election, 
the Senator urged: another reason for its repeal, 
that it would: make no practical change.. He 
says that the: practice under the existing law is, 
in reality, ihe same as it was before its pas- 
sage, and would be after the repeal, If so, why, 
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then, -this, haste to repeal it? Why agitate 
the country, so anxiously seeking repose, on 
a. subject acknowledged by him to be wholly 
immaterial? Why not allow the measure to go on 
guietly until he and his party come into power, and 
then they could act deliberately on the subject, and 
not only repeal a measure they consider so obnox- 
ious, but also present their substitute, so as to af- 
ford the community a fair opportunity of deciding 
between them? But be the practice under it what 
itmay, the difference between the two states of 

things, that which now exists.and that which would 
ifthe measure proposed by. this resolution shcala 

be adopted, is far, very far, from being so immate- 

Tial as the Senator. seems to suppose. The Sub- 

Treasury, as established by law, be it wise or not, 

§,,at all events, legal and constitutional, No one 

can deny that; but should. the Senator’s resolution 

sueceed, and the act be repealed, he would restore 
the state of things which he, and those with whem 
` he has acted, have contended, for these three years, 

„to be illegal and unconstitutional, and which placed 

the control over the public money wholly nader the 

discretion of the Executive! Is that nothing? 
As to the practice, if it be such as the Senator 
supposes, he (Mr. CALHOUN) held it directly contra- 

Ty to law, and that the officer who had dared to 
, Practise it, deserved punishment and expulsion 

from office. If the Senator desired to pursue the 

Subject, and would move a resolution to ascertain 

the facts, it should have his support. He would be 
. the last to protect any officer, high or low, in the 
_ Violation of law. 

- He-had said more than he intended when he rose, 
but would not take his seat without aga n entreat- 
ing the gentlemen on fhe other side not to force 
ona controversy at this time. The people of the 
United States had elected General Harrison, 
whether by proper cr improper means, was not a 
question for him. He acquiesced in the decision, 
aad wished to see the excitement, which sccompa- 
nied the. contest, subside. He was prepared to 
give his administration a fair trial, as he would 
any oiher constitutionally elected by the people. 
He should watch it with a vigilant eye, but with 
no diepdsition to oppose, unless his measuresshould 
force him into opposition, in defence of what he 
belicved to be the welfare and liberty of the 
country. 

‘Mr. ANDERSON said that, occupying the po- 
sition which he did, after what had fallen from the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, he felt it to be 
his duty to express-his entire dissent from the views 
which had been urged upon the Senate ia support 
of the proposition now under consideration. Ee 
said that he regretted exceedingly that the Sena’or 
had deemed it proper to bring up anew the exciting 
questions which had so recently agitated the coun- 
try» . In this he concurred with the honorable Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, and believed that the pub- 


lic -mind needed repose, at least for a sport period; 
aud he could not but express his astonishment that 
aby attempt should now be made which wouid ne- 
cessarily pass in review the events of the last can- 
vass. Sir, said he, I do not express this regret be- 
cause of the position which I may be supposed to 
hold in relation to that question, and coming, as I 
do, from aState which has cast its culfrage for 
General Harrison. A more suitable time will ar- 
tive, when this whole subject would properly come 
under the administrative action of the President 
elect; but now it must bring up a discussion of 
events utterly unprofitable to the public welfare, 
and about which a wide difference of opinion has 
surely obtained, if I understand rightiy the true 
gronod upon which the gentleman has based his 
ptopusition to repeal the Independent Treasury 
act... The gentleman said ther the recent cleetion 
of General Harrison was an implied instruction to 
Senators coming from the uineieen States which 
had supported him, to repeal that measure. Sir, I 
deny that this inference is just; and a strang ob- 
jection to the resolution propozed by the honorable 
gentleman i, tbat it. is not supported by such an 
issue in the late canvass as io make it conclusive. 
I deny. that the Independeat Treasury was the in- 
daciag cause to the success of General Harrison, 
it was not the exclusive issue. Fojlowi ng, sir, the 
example set by older Senators of hath parties, J 
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mingled among the people in this contest, and 
knew that other quéstions Aad a much more powerful 
effect—questions which were made to go home tò 
their hopes and their fears—and that they did not 
consider this as the great issue upon which they 
were to decide.. The extraordinary pressure of the 


` times, some peculiar circumstances, and the mili- 


tary services of General Harrison, advancing 
in the lead of the mass of questions, had 
a most powerful agency in producing the re- 
suk! Who, sir, can forget that his military 
pretensions were urged, with great ardor and 
elequence upon this floor by tha gentleman from 
South Carolina, who usually sits opposite to me— 
and by the gentleman from Kentueky, who sits to 
my right op the other side of the house. And can 
we fail to advert to the very fountain from-which 
sprang all their success—their convention at Harris- 
burg? There they solemnly resclved that they would 
make no formal declaration of their cpinions—no, sir, 
none. The thing was to be left to the individaal 
skill and judgment of their partisans; and now, 
after the close of the contest, the first step to be 
taken is an absolute demand, upon this flocr, that 
Congress shall declare, in effect, that such was the 
issue made and decided before the people. The very 
avowal of the Senator fiom Kentucky, when pressed 
by the Senator from New York upon the subject of 
the United States Bank, as the antagonist measure 
to the Independent Treasury, that “sufficient for 
the day is the evil thereof,” is mysterious, but egui- 
valent to the declaration that the Independent Trea» 
sury was the great exclusive issue before the peo- 
ple. I utterly deny this inference. There were nu- 
merous issues, and a combination cf causes, which 
it is unnecessary to repeat. 

T trust that I would be among the last men deli- 
berately to aitemapt, in a representative capacity, to 
disobey the instructions of my constituents, Bat, 
sir, ho instructions, such as insisted upon, kave 
been made; and the honorable gentleman will find, 
when he submits the true issue of a United States 
Bank as the antagonist of the Independent Treasu- 
ry, the decision of the people will in all probability 
be against the former. Then, and not till then, 
shall we have the true issue, and the true result, 

Mr. HUBBARD roie and ssid: Mr. Przsi- 
DentT:—I cannot deny, when I read the reou- 
tion in the morning’s paper, which had been of- 
fered on yesterday by the Senator from Kentucky, 
that I was somewhat surprised. I little anticipated 
any such movement dur'ng this short session of 
Congress. Thad supposed that the repeal of the 
Independent Treasury act weuld be attempted un- 
der the next Administration, bat I had not even 
imazined that it would then be urged without pre- 
senting some substitute; and I must confess that I 
did not look for such a proposition from any quar- 
ter during tbe continuance of the present Adminis- 
tration, Itis, however, before us; and it presents 
a distinct question. 'Fhe resolution proposes to in- 
struct the Committee on Finance to report a bill pro- 
viding for the immediate ‘repeal of the Sub-Trea- 
sury acl; it is presented to the same Senate; it pro- 
peses to bring the subject before the very Congress 
which, but a few months past, enacted this very 
measure. Sir, I could not have believed that 
any member of this body would urge upen the Se- 
nate the repeal of this measure which had been 
adopted after so much debate, afterso much reflec- 
tion, and after so much consideration. But, I 
again say, that the proposition has been present- 
ed; let us now meet if manfally, and with a 
determination to review the whole ground. I ean. 
hot say, with the Senator from South Carolina, 
that I regret that this proposition has been brousht 
forward, ‘I can say that I did not anticipate in I 
can assure the Sepator from Kentucky, before vs 
as it is, it cannot silently be disposed of. It must, 
and T irast it will, be debated, and fally debated. 
Let the whole ground which kas heretofore been 
occupied in arsument, be re-examined; and let it 
be made to appear, if it can be, that onr positions 
are untenable, and that our arguments are falla- 
cious, and that the measure itself ought fo be aban- 
doned, If ali that can be shown, thes, for one, | 
shall be prepared to vote for its Tepea!; but until 


that can be done, T willsustain the measure, essen- | 


ually connected, as I believe it to be, with the best 


interests of the country, with what little ability I 
possess. What are the reasons, Mr. President, 
which have induced the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky to offer his resolution? He says that 
the result of the late election is an expression of 
the deliberate judgment of the American people 
in relation to thismeasure. That they have spoken, 
in language too plain to be misunderstood, 
their utter condemration of this Sub-Treasury 
system. That they have demanded at our hands 
its immediate repeal. Sir, I utterly deny the fact, 
and I stand here saying that no man has the right 
to make any such deductions from the result of the 
recent Presidential election. ‘The declaration is 
unwarranted, in my judgment,from the facts known 
to have existed during that. canvass. What right 
has the Senator to say that any such issue was 
made up before the American people? Where is 
the evidence of it? Who ever heard from the party 
newspapers of the day, that the new dynasty in. 
tended arepeal of the Sub-Treasury, and that an 
appeal was ever made to the people, urging upon 
them the propriety of changing the present Admi- 
nistration, so as effectually to put down “this bill 
of abominations,” as they were pleased to call it, 


| Others may have seen such avowals, but if they 


existed, they wholly escaped my observation. No 
declaration was made by the great Convention at 
Harrisburg against this Sub-Treasury policy, which 
had been in operation for years before. No such 
manifesto has been published since by any conven 
tion opposed to the present Administration. This 
was not the issue made up before the American 
people. . 

It may have been intended—it was certainly not 
avowed—and until this resolution was offered, who 
has ever heard that it was the purpose of the Oppo- 
sition to bring about a repeal of the Sub-Freasuty, 
Without, at the same time, presenting some other 
measure in its stead? 

Mr. President, I well recollect that'soon after the 
Convention at Harrisburg, and just before the 
spring elections in Virginia, a document was sent 
forth under the authority of an executive commit- 
tee. And was the Administration assailed in that 
document for its Independent Tieasury operations? 
No, sir; the Administration was attacked for: its 
alleged wastefulness, its profligacy and corruption, 
in relation to the public expenditures. “It was at- 
tacked for attempting to pales upon the country a 
Standing army of two hundred thousand militia. It 
was the expenses of the Administration, and Mr. 
Poinet’s militia report, which constituted the 
grounds of attack in the document to which I have 
referred; and they constituted the great bur 
den of the Opposition song in my country, 
from the clese of the late session ef Congress, 
Butil the Cay of election. Had the direct’ proposi- 
tion been submitied to the American ‘people, “Will 
you continue the Independent Treasury system as 
itis, or will you go back to the State bank deposite 
system as it was in 1836?” what think you, sit, 
would have been their decision? For one, I enter- 
tain nodoubt, if the people could have been left to 
the exercise of their sober judgement, that they 


` would have returned a clear verdict in favor of 


this great measure of the present Administration. 


| And just so would it have been had the question 


been a Bank of the United States or a continuance 
ofthe present sysiem. But no such issue was 
made, and, of consequence, no such decision has 
been given as has teen alleged. No such infere 
ence can fairly be drawn from the result of the late 
election. 

The Senator from Kentucky says, unless the ree 
peal of this act now takes place, that, as soon as & 
Congress can be assembled after the 4:h of March 
next, they will not fail to accomplish the work. 
Be it so. I rejoice at this distinct declaration 
of the Senator. Idid not believe that it would 
even be attempted without going further. The 
declaration of hostility to this great measure has 
gone forth, and I rejoice at it; and time will show 
whether the Senator from Kentucky is right in his 
calculations as to the state of popular opinion—of 
public sentiment with referene> “to this ‘measure. 
In my own State, I know full well that it is held ia 
high commendation; and if it be true, as alleged, 
that the’ résult of the late elections is to be regard- 


ed as a test of the popularity of this measure, the 
Senator himself will, and must admit, that the peo- 
ple of New Hampshire have expressed a most 
undoubted . opinion in its favor, for the majo- 
rity in thatState, friendly to this Administration, is 
one hundred per cent. greater now than it. wasat 
the last contested election in 1838. 

I cannot doubt, no member of this Senate, no 
citizen of this country, has aright to doubt, that 
the Independent Treasury act which passed at the 
last session of Congress, and which is now the 
law of the land, and in successful operation, is to 
be made the subject of attack by the next adminis- 
tration. This purpose is avowed distinctly by the 
Senator from Kentucky. And although we are 
without any official promulgation of this intent 
from him who has been elected to preside over this 
nation, yet it comes to usin no questionable shape. 
It is avowed by the very man whom the President 
elect has recently declared (if I read the journals 
of ihe times correctly) is more worthy of the place 
than himself. It is, therefore, fair to infer that the 

_ Senator speaks like one having authority. I shall 
not be here; but able and efficient friends will be 
ready to take care of this great measure. Let all 
prepare for the contest. Then, and not till then- 
will this battle be fought with any prospect of suc 
cess. The present movement cannot succeed, in 
my judgment. ‘ 

The Senator from Kentucky says that there is 
no practical difference in the management of our 
fiscal concerns under the Sub-Treasury system, 
and under that system which existed anterior to 
the coming in of this Administration. It may be 
so; but, if the fact be as stated, those charged with 
the execution of the law are greatly in fault, and 
should be held answerable for any departure from 
the line of their official duty. But, sir, I greatly mis- 
take the sequel of the times—I greatly misjudge the 
indications of popular feeling, if there is nof an 
increasing sentiment favorable to this Sub-Treasury 
policy. And if the new Administration design no- 
thing more than the repeal of this measure, their 
anticipated security in the confidence and support of 
the community will fail them. The Senator has 
appealed to me for information as to the manner of 
execuling this Treasury scheme. Mr. President, I 
may not live quite as remote from one of these Re- 
ceivers Generel as the Senator himself, and, unlike 
him, I have no wish to live more remote. One 
thing I believe as much as I believe in my exist- 
ence—that he who is charged with the execution of 
this act at Boston does not disregard its provisions 
in practice. I know him well: and, knowing him 
as I do, I. should be slow to believe that the Re- 
ceiver General at that point fails to carry into full 
effect the letter of the: Independent Treasury act. 
If he does, sir, I can assure the Senator from Ken- 


tucky the fact is unknown to me. The known 
fidelity of that officer is a sure guarantee 
that his whole duty will be performed. 


The Senator from Kentucky has seen fit 
to allude to a recent election in my own State— 
why, or wherefore, I cannot tell. Its connection 
‘with the question before us I do not readily discover. 
‘What it has to do with the adoption of his resola- 
tion Iam unable tosec. Bat, sir, if the Senator 
has adverted to that cceurrence—to the result of 
that election—in the belief that it has led toany in- 
terruption of the friendly relations which have 
hitherto existed between the distinguished individual 
who now presides over the fiseal department of our 
Government and myself, he is entirely mistaken, He 
has spoken of my‘readiness on all cecasions to defend 
that officer and his measures—and he has been 
pleased to add that I have defended him “with great 
ability and with great eicquence.” Sir, it has been 
my fortune, since I have been a member of this Se- 
nate, to bear aitacks frequently made upon the 
Becretary ‘of the Treasury by the Senator and his 
friends. Against those attacks I have defended 
him, and successfally defended him ; but my suc- 
cess. was to be attributed to the merit of the de- 
fence, and not to any particular ability 
of his defender. It is true that, for a long time, 
there has been kept up an unreserved intimacy 
between that off eer and myself; anda more faith- 
ful, intelligent, and industrious officer, has not been 
connected with the Government during its continu- 


.no more taxes from the people, either directly 
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ance. The administration of fhe department 
over which he bas so long and so ably presided 
in the worst of times; the difficulties and discou- 
ragement which he has experienced in the perform- 
ance of his official duties, and which he has so 
triumphantly overeome; the present state and 
condition of that Department, show to the world 
that the attacks which have been so gratuitously 
made upon that officer, are without founda‘ion. 
It is true, sir, that an election has recently been 
made by the Legislature of our native Slate, and 
that election has resulted in elevating to the office 
of United States Senator the individual to whom I 
have referred. The people of my State had given 
a triumphant vote in favor of Mr. Van Buren’s ad- 
ministration. That administration had been defeated 
by the decision of the American people. No man had 
been more devoted to, or identified with, the Admi- 
nistration, than the individual now at the head of 
the Treasury Department. No manin the coun- 
try is better prepared to defend the measures and 
to carry out the policy of that Administration than 
the Secretary himself. And from the avowal 
which has been made on this floor this day, it must 
be matter of gratulation and pride to the people of 
my own State and of the country; that he will be 
here ready to meet the Senator from Kentucky, 
face to face, in defending his favorite measure 
against the assaults of its enemies. Sir, I have no 
cause to complain, neither of the successful candi- 
date nor of my own people. I know full well the 
considerations which induced the result—considera- 
tions honorable to my own State and satisfactory to 
myself. And if I should never discover any other 
evidence of the ingratitude of the Secretary, or of 
the defection of my own people, I should not be 
disturbed by any private griefs. The Senator will 
find it somewhat difficult to satisfy my mind that I 
have been defeated by my friends, and tbat the re- 
sult of that election has tended, in the slightest de- 
gree, to lessen me in the estimation of the people of 
my native State. 

Mr. ALLEN then moved to amend the resolu- 
lion, by striking out all after the word “resolved,” 
and insert the following: 

“That the financial policy established at the origin 
of this Government, by the first acts of its legisla- 
tion, and especially by the 30th section of the ‘Act 
to regulate the collection of duties, &c.’ approved 
by President Washington, July 31st, 1789, and by 
the 4th section of the ‘Act to establish the Trea- 
sury Department, &c.’ approved by President 
Washington, September 21, 1789, was ia strict con- 
formity to the fundamental principles of the Consti- 
tation. 

“Resolved, That, by a long series of subsequent 
acts tending to the great detriment of the public 
welfare, that policy had been departed from, and 
was, by the ‘Act to provide for the collection, safe- 
keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
revenue,’ approved. by President Van Buren, July 
4, 1840, fully restored, and ought to be adhered to; 
and therefore i 

“Resolved, Tnat the Government ought to collect | 


or indirectly, than are absolutely necessary to an 
economical administration of its affairs. 

“Resolved, That the taxes paid by the peeple 
ought not to be lent out by the Government to in- 
dividuals or to corporations. . 

“Resolved, That the taxes so paid by the people 
ought not to be placed by the Government in the 
custody of agents who are not made by the Consti- 
tution and the laws responsible to tke people. 

ti Resolved, That in the transacticn of its own af- 
fairs, the Government ought to receive and to ten- 
der in payment as money, nothing but that which 
is made a legal tender by the Constitution.” 

On motion by Mr. WEBSTER, the resolution 
was laid on the table, and the substitute was ore 
dered to be printed. 

And the Senate adjourred. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, December 15, 1840. 
After the journal had been read, 
Mr. JONES, from the Committee of Ways and 


Means, on leave introduced a bill making an ap- 


for the year 1841; which was read twice a 


propriation in part for the support of Government 


red to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. i bai fb REESE 
On motion of Mr. JONES, the House then re< 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the: 
state of the Union, Mr. Bricas in the Chairyand 
took up the above-bill. ; At aE 
Mr. CUSHING said he had occasion, a few days’ 
ago, to cecompany a friend-a messenger fromrone- 
of the electoral colleges—to the’: Treasury: Depart 
ment, who went there to settle his accounts, as-pro=. 
vided for under a regulation of Congress:: ‘Eis’ 
friend was informed by the First Auditor that no” 
payment could be made until an ‘appropriation 
should be made by Congress. ` Mr. C. -wond ins: 
quire whether now would not be the time to-make: 
an amendment to the bill for this object. wih 
Mr. J. W. JONES said he bad had no interview 
with the Secretary of the Treasury on the subject. 
He could not see why any portion of the aufount 
could be appropriated to that object; the subjects 
mentioned in the bill being wholly distinet. < 1< 
Mr. CUSHING then moved to amend the bill by 
adding thereto an additional ‘section’ providing:for. 
the payment of the messengers who may convey to. 
the seat of Government the electoral votes given in 
the several States for President and Vice President 
of the United States. : CoA Wu] 
Mr. J. W. JONES suggested to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts whether it would not be'proper 
to have the amount specified in the detailed state”! 
ments furnished by the Secretary of the: Treasury, 
at $12,000, in place of $20,000, ‘to pay the'ex« 
penses of bringing to the seat of Government-the 
votes for President and Vice President of the United 
States. ayua EA 
Mr. CUSHING acquiesced in the suggestion. . 
The question then being on the amendment to 
the bill, it was agreed to, without a count, i 
Mr. JONES, in reply to an objection made by 
Mr. Sranuy to the item of $100,000 for stationery, 
remarked that the committee, in filling up the blank - 
with the sum in question, had not inserted the whole» 


‘amount estimated by the Clerk of the’ House, 


which was $150,000. They therefore imagined 
there would be no difficulty, at this period of: the 
session, 1n obtaining an appropriation of $100,000 
for that object, being but one-half the amount. ape 
propriated at tle last session of Congress, and more 
especially as the contingent fund of the House was 
now entirely exhausted. f sane . 

On motion of Mr. J. the committee then rose, and 
reported the bill, as amended, to the House.. 

The amendment was then concurred in, and the 
bil!, as amended, read a third time, and passed. > ` 

Mr. BRIGGS called the attention of the House 
to an error he had discovered in document No. 3, 
being the annual estimate of the Secretary of: the 
Treasury of ths Treasury. He was desirous that 
the error should be corrected before the copies or- 
dered by the House should be printed. : 

After some debate, of a desultory character, as 
to whether the error originated in the Treasury De- 
partment or with the printer, the Clerk. was direct- 
ed to have the proper correction made. aBa 

Mr. PETRIKIN, at his request, was excused 
from acting as a member of the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. Bare 

Mr. HAND, in pursuance of notice givet on 
Thursday last, asked and obtained leave’ to “intro. 
duce a bill to establish a uniform rule of naturaliza- 
tion, and to repeal all acts heretofore passed on-that 
subject; which was read twice. Skee A 

Mr. H. then moved that the bill be referred’ to 
the Committee of the Whole, and printed. -° 

An the question being first on the reference, 

Mr. BARNARD demanded the yeas: and nays; 
which were ordered, and,being taken, Were, yeas 
96, nays 99. i it 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Athere 
ton, Banks, Beirne, Blackwell, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Carr, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Connor, Mark. A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana,. Daves, John 
Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Dunean, Earl; East- 
man, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fioyd, Fornance, Gal- 
braith, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Jobn 
Hastings, Micajah T. Hawkins, Jobn Hill of NG.. 
Hook, David Hubbard, Jackson, Joseph Johuson, 
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Cave Jehnson, Nathaniel Jones, Jobn W. Jones, 
Keim, Kille, Leadbeuer, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, 
Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel 
W. Morris, Newhard, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, 
Peirikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rives, Ed- 
ward Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Strong, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Philip F. 
Thomas, Turney, -Vanderpoe!, Vroom, David D. 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W, 
Wiltiams, Henry Williams, and Wortbiagton—96, 
. NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford. John W. Allen, 
Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Sell, Boardman, Briggs, 
Brockway, Sampson H: Buller, William O. But. 
ler, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carroll, Car- 
ter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockett; Cartis, Cushing, John 
W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Dennis, Bellet, 
Edward, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fletcher, Gar- 
land, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, William S.. 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hopkins, 
Hiram P. Hunt, Francis James, Charles J ohnston, 
Kempshall, Lane, Lincoln, McCarty, McClure, 
McKay, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Mor- 
row, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, 
Pope, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
< Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Shepard, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, John B. Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L, 
Williams, Christopher H, W illiams, Winthrop,asd 
Wise—99, 

So the motion was disagreed to, 

Mr. EVERETT then moved a reference to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, as the more appro- 

` priate committee for so important a subject. 

Mr, BEATTY was also of opinion that a bill 
affecting the interests of so great a portion of the 
community, ought to be referred to the J adiciary 

- Committee. 

The question being then put, it was decided in 
the affirmative, aud the bill so referred. 

The question then being taken on tke motion to 
print, it was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House what machines, tools, or 
implements, if any, belonging to the United States, 
or used in the construction or repair of the harbors 
or. piers, or otber public works on the great North- 
ern. or Western. Jakes, or the waters connected 
therewith, have been sold since the first day of 
January, 1840; and the cost of such machines, 
implements, and tools, respectively, and the price 
tor which they were respectively vold, and the au- 
thority by which such sales were made, 

On motion of Mr. PARRIS, the House then 
proceeded to execute the order of Tuesday last 
for the clection of Chaplain. 

Mr. PARRIS nominated the Rev. Tiros. C. 
BRAXTON. 

Mr. CRAIG nominated the Rev. L. R. Rexse. 

Mr. HAND nominated the Rev. Josnua Barus, 

Mr. BARNARD nominated the Rev. J. N. 
DANFORTH, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut nominated the 
Rev. Perer H. Saw. 

Mr. N. JONES nominated the Rey. O. B. 
Brown. 

Messrs. Parris, Orat, 


and Hanp,were appointed 
` tellers. 


Whole number of votes given, 186 
Necessary to a choice, 94 
Mr. Braxton received, 76 
Bates sé 61 
REESE s 30 
Danrorrn “ l4 
‘Suaw s 4 
Brown ., “ 1 
There being no choice, 
Mr. BARNARD. withdrew the name of My. 
DANFORTH. : 
Mr. MONROE moved -that the rale be sus- 


pended, and that the House vote by ballot, 
Bat objcetion being made, f 
Mr. M, withdrew bis motion. 


> 
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The House again proceeded to vote for theelection 


of a Chaplain: 


Whole number of votes given - 170 

Necessary to a choice 86 
Mr. Braxton received oes 101 
Bates E 53 
Reese ss 16 


Mr. Baaxton having received a majority of all 
the votes given, was declared duly elected. 

Mr. DUNCAN gave notice that he woald, on 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day of the session, 
introduce a bill fixing upon a particular day for 
choosing electors for President and Vice President 
throughout the several States in the Union, and 
also upon a day for holding elections for mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives of the United 
States. 

On motion of Mr. REED, the President’s mes. 
sage relative to the Navy Pension fund, (submit. 
ted several days since) was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 7 

Mr. CROCKETT gave notice that he would, on 
{c-morrow, of on some subsequent day, when it 
should be order, ask leave of the House to intro- 
duce a bill to amend an act entitled “An actto au- 
thorize the State of Tennessece to issue- granis and 
perfect titles to certain lands therein described, and 
to seltle the claims to the vacant and unappropri- 
ated lands within the same,” passed 18ih April, 
1606. ` 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications: + 

1. From the Treasury Department, transmilting 
copies of the Treasurer’s accounts for the first, se~- 
cond, and third quarters of the year 1839. 

2. From the Treasury Deyartment, transmitting 
& statement of the accounts which have remained 
unsettled, or on which balances appear to have 
been due more than three years prior to the 36ih 
8 ptember, 1840, on the books of the Fourth Au- 
ditor of the Treasury. 

3. From the War Department, in compliance 
with the resolation adopted by the House on the Tih 
of July, in the following words: “Resolved, That 
the Secretary of War report to this House, on the 
first day of the next session of Congress, the 
amount of expenditure in suppressing Indian hosti- 
lites in Florida, showing distinctly the various 
items of expenditure.” 

4. From the Treasury Department, in obedience 
to the Sih section of the act entitled “An act for the 
relief of certain in-olvent debtors of the United 
States,” approved 2d March, 1831. 

5. From the War Department, transmitting state- 
ments of the expenditures of the centingent fund of 
the War Department, and offices and bureans at- 
tached thereto, during the fiscal year ending the 30th 
of September last, 

6. From the Treasury Department, transmitting 
a report made by Professor Hassler, superintend- 
ent of the coast survey, and of the work for the fa- 
brication of standard weights and measures, show- 
ing the progress made during the present year jn 
those works respectively. S 

7. From the Treasury Department, transmitting 
the s'atement of expenditures for contingencies of 
ihat Department, and the several offices attacked 
thereto, for the year ending September last. 

All of which communications were severally laid 
upon the tabie, and ordered to be printed. 

8. An account of the receipts ard expenditures of 
the United States for the year 1839. 

Mr. RUSSELL offered the following resolution: 


Resclved, That the Committee on Claims be av- 


thorized to employ a clerk at the rate of $4 for | 


each day’s service, under the appointment of the 
committee. i 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON proposed to amend 
the resolution by adding the following: 

“And that the Committee for the District of Co- 
Iumbia be also allowed a clerk, when said commit. 
tee may think one necessary, at the same price 
per diem.” 

The question was then taken upon ihe amend- 
ment, and lost, 

The question then recurred upon the resolution. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and’ 
nays; which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 80, 
nays 65. x 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Banks, Bell, Boardman, Brockway, 
William O. Butler, Calhoun, Carroll, Chinn, Chit- 
tenden, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Cranston, 
Crockett, Cushing, Dana, Davee, John W. Davis, 
Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dellet, Doig, Everett, Fiil- 
more, Fisher, Galbraith, Giddings, Goode, Gran- 
ger, Grinnell, Habersham, Hal!, Hand, Wm, S, 
Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hunt, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, 
Wm. Cost Johnson, Kemble, Kempsball, Leonard, 
Lincoln, MeCarty, McClure, Mallory, Monroe, 
Morgan, Nisbet, Osborne, Randall, Jos. F. Ran- 
dolph, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, She- 
pard, Simonton, Slade, Albert Smith, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, John White, 
Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, 
and Wise—80. 

NAYS—Mersrs. Anderson, Baker, Beatty, 
Beirne, Blackwell, Aaron V. Brown, Sampson H. 
Butler, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Connor, 
Crabb, Craig, John Davis, Doan, Donean, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Garland, Gerry, Griffin, 
Hawkins, Hillen, Hopkins, Jackson, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Keim, Kille, Lane, Leadbetter, 
McCiellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, 
Monianya, Montgomery, Newhard, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, Shaw, John Smith, Strong, 
Sumter, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, D. D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Henry Williams, and Lewis 
Williams— 65, 

So the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 

Resolved, That the Pc stmaster General be direct- 
ed to lay hefere the House a list of all curtaitiments 
in the transportation of the mail, made since the 
adjournment of Congress, with the date when such 
curiailments were made, and the time when they 
took effect; and theamount of the reduction of the 
compensation on each. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Se- 
nafe concurring,) That a Joint Committee be ap- 
pointed, to consist of three members of the.House, 
and such anumber of the Senate as may by the 
Senate be appointed, to direct the expenditure of 
money appropriated to the Library of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be di- 
rected to prepare and report to this House a bill 
prescribing the notice to be given by the claimant, 
in case of a contested election, and regulating the 
manner of taking testimony therein, and authenti- 
eating the same. : 

Mr. ADAMS offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be communicated to this 
House, to far as may be compatible with the pub- 
lic interest, copies of all documents in the Depart- 
ment of State, showing the origin of any political 
relations between the United States and the empire 
of China—the first appointment of a consul to re- 
side at or near Canton—whether such consul, or 
any other subsequently appoisted, hag ever been 
received or recognised jn that capacity, ard the 
present relations between the Government of the 
United States and that of the Celeatial Empire. 

This resolution was read; bat, before any ques- 
tion had been put thereon, ~~ 

On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, i 

The Honce adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, December 16, 1840. 

The Hon. R. M. JOHNSON, President of the 
Senate, Mr. MOUTON, and Mr. PHELPS, ap- 
peared in their places this morning. . 

The PRESIDENT submitted a communication 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting the report 
of a board of officers appointed in accordance with 
a resolution of the Senate for the- examination of 
Colt’s fire-arms; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed, ` 

Mr. WRIGHT asked the indulgence of the Se- 
nate so far as to enable him to make a motion pre 
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vious to the presentation of petitions. An appro- 
priation bi'l] was. received from the House yester- 
day, containing, among other items, an appropria- 
tion for the payment of the special messengers that 
are daily arriving with the votes of the electoral 
colleges of the respective States. Hie hoped that 
the bill would be now taken up with a view to ils 
reference. 

The proposition was agreed to, and the bill mak- 
ing appropriations in part for the support of the 
Government for the year 1841 was taken up, read 
a fiest and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. ROANE, the petition and pa- 
pers of Richard Harris, now on file, were referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. KUNG presented a joint memorial of the 
General Assembly of the State of Alabama, asking 
for the establishment of an additional land district 
in that State in the section acquired from the Che- 
rokees; which was read, and laid upon the table. 

Mr. K. also presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of Alabama, praying permission to en- 
ter a section of land for school purpeses, in lieu of 
one which is covered by an Indian reservation; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented additional do- 
cuments ‘in relation to the claim of Colin Bishop; 
which was refered to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, 

.Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of a number 
of the citizens ot Cook, Dupage, and Kane coun- 
ties; and the petilion of a number of the citizens of 
Lake, Mchenry, and Winnebago counties, in the 
State of Illinois, praying for the establishment of 
mail routes; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Pest Roads. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Richard 
Patten; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. ; 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the petition 
of Zadock Smith; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the documents now on 
file in relation to the claim of the beirs of Madame 
De Lusser; and the petition and papers of Albin 
Michel, were referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

On motion by. Mr. WHITE, the petition and 
papers of Hannah Lightfoot was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. ROANE, the petition of 
Richard Harris, now on file, were referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG gave notice that, to-morrow, ke 
would ask leave to introduce 

A bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to Jo- 
seph Compo; 

A bill fer the relic’ of Joseph Compo; and 

A bill for the relic? of Francis Laventare, Ebe- 
nezer Childs, and Linus Thompson. 

Mr. SEVIER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce 

A bill to authorize the Legislature of the State 
of Arkansas to sell the lands heretofore appropri- 
ated for the use of schools in that State; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Publie Lands; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Marphy; and 

A bill for the relief of R-chard T. Banks; 
which were severally read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Indian A fairs; 

A bill to revive the act entitled “An act to ena- 
bie claimants to lands within the limits of Missouri 
and the Territory of Arkansas to institute proceed- 
ings to try the validity of their claims,” approved 
the 26h of May, 1824, and an act amending the 
same, and extending the provisions of said act to 
claimants to lands within the S.atcs of Louisiana 
aud Mississippi; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims; and 

A bill making appropriations for the removal of 
th2. raft in Red River; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on’ Commerce. 

Mr. ANDERSON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and cb:ained leave to introduce a bill to 
amend an act entitled “An. act to authorize the 
State of Pennessce to issuc grants and perfect titles 
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to certain lands therein described, and to settle the 
claims to the vacant and unappropriated lands with- 
in the same,” passed the 18th day of April, 1806; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
iee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. MERRICK, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for ike relief of the heirs of Francis Newman; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KING gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the 
corporate authorities of the city. of Mobile; and 

A bill for the benefit of certain railroads therein 
named. : 

Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of previcus notice, 
asked and cbtained leave to introduce a bill to per- 
fect the titles to lands south of the Arkansas river, 
held under the New Madrid locations, and pre- 
emption rights under the act of 1814; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands; and 

A bill for the relief of William A. Dixon. 

Mr. RUGGLES, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a Dill 
for the relief of Charles M. Keller and Henry 
Stone; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, by unanimous censent, in- 
troduced a joint resolution proposing an amend- 
ment to the Constitution cf the United States, li- 
miting the President of the United States to one 
terin; which was read, and ordered to. a second 
reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, in pursuance of previ- 
ous notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill for the benefit of the Selma and Tennessee 
Railroad Company; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. PRENTISS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tier, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
authorizing the payment of invalid pensions in cer- 
tain cases; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the bill making appropria- 
tions in part for the support of Goversment for the 
year 1841, reported the same without amendment. 

At Mr. W’s suggestion, the bill was, by unani- 
mous consent, read a second and third time, and 
passed. - 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to whica was referred a bill to 
authorize the Mount Carmel and New Albany Rail- 
road Company to enter ona credit a quantity of 
land, to aid the company in the construction of a 
railroad from New Albany, in the Siate of Indi- 
ana, to Mount Carmel], in the State of IHinois, and 
for other purposes, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. LUNN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill gor the 
relief of ecriain companies of Missouri voluntecrs; 
which was read twiee, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Afairs. 

Mr. L. gave notice that to-morrow he would ask 
leave to introduce bills of the following tiules: 

A bill for the relief of Gregoire Larpy, or his le- 
gal representatives; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava; 

A bil for the relief of Sebastian Butcher; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas P. Lepes; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

A bill confirming the claim of the heirs of Joseph 
Thompson, sr. deceased, to a certain tract of land 
in Missouri; 

A bill fer the relief of the representatives of 
Pierre Bonhomine; 

A bill for the relief of Joshua Kennedy, acsigne; 
of Cornelius McCurtin; and 

A bill to confirm to George Tucker, his heirs ot 
assignees, a certain tract of land in Alabama. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Commitee on Re 
volutionary Claims, to which was referred the peli 
tion upon the subject, reported a bill for the relief ot 
the representaiives of Joha H. Stone, deceased; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Jadi- 


ciary, to which was refefred a bill supplementary. 
to an act to provide for the adjustment of. titles to. 
land in the town of Detroit and Territory. of Michi- 
gan, and for other purposes, reported the same with 
an amendment. BE e 
Mr. W. also, from the same committee, reported: 
A bill for the relief o% William P. Rathbone; © . 
A bill to amend an act entitled “An act more: 
effectually to provide for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and for other pur- 
poses; and i s a 
A bill to prevent the counterfeiting of any foreign’ 
copper, gold, silver, or other coin, and to prevent 
the bringing into the United States, or uttering, any 
counterfeit foreign copper, gold, silver, or. other 
coin; 
which were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading. : 
Mr. PORTER, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of certain companies of Michigan. militia, 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee ou Military Affairs. : , 
Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred 
A bill to regulate the pay of pursers in the navy; 
and ; ; 
A bill to establish the navy ratien; 
severally reported the same without amendment. ` 
Mr. MERRICK submitted the following tor con- 
sideration: 7 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to communicate to the Senate a statement 
showing the quantity, of public land. sold in each 
year since the year- 1828, which bad been in mar- 
ket subject to private entry for the respective pe- 
riods of five, ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five and 
thirty, or more years; the amounts for which the 
game has been sold; and also showing in parallel 
columns the quantity of public lands sold in each 
of said years, which had not been subject to pri- 
vate entry for five or more years, and the amount 
received for the same. Also, a report showing the 
total quantity of public land ceded. to éach cf the 
respective States within which they lie, for colleges, 
academies, schools, or other purposes, distinguish- 
ing between the quantities of public land so ceded 
for each particular purpose. MASE nde oe 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following 
resolution, which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ex- 
tending the time fer completing the census in those 
States or Districts in which the same has been pre- 
vented by the prevalence of disease, or other un- 
controllable causes, = 
Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed. to: : 
Kesoloed, That the Commitiee.on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the exped‘ency of allowing 
to James I. Relfe compensation for his services in 
removing intruders from the military reservation 
attached to Fort Leaveaworith. 
Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was covsidered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to cause to be prepared and communicated 
to the Senate, tables of the rates of exchange, 
foreign and domestic, and of ihe prices of bank 
notes and of specie, on er near the first day in 
each month, at New York and Philadelphia, dur- 
ing the year 1838, 1859, and 1840; and tbat he ac- 


eompsny ihe same with a synopsis of the ratesof 
exchange, foreign and domestic, and tbe prices of 


bank notes and specie, at New York and Pailadel- 
phia, in previous years, so far asthe last can be 
done frum the materials now in. the Treasury De- 
partment, e : 
Mr. LINN submitted the following resolation; 
which was considered and agreed. to: H 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instrus'ed to inquire into.the expediency of ex- 
tending the time, either specially or generaily, for 
receiving the census returns for the fif h census of 
the United States. : 
Mr. WALL submitted the following resolutions, 
which were considered and agreed to, K 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce. be 
instructed to inguire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the removal. et certain ob: 


26 


structions in the navigation of the river Passaic, 
and of Newark bay, in the State of New Jersey. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the removal of the cbsiruc- 
tions in the navigation of the sound or kill Van 
Kull, and in the Raritan, or Prince’s bay, between 
the port of Perth Amboy, in the State of New Jer- 
sey, and the port of New York, in the State of New 
York, mentioned in the report of Captains Kearney, 
John D. Sloat, and M. C. Perry, to the Secretary of 
the Navy, dated December 9, 1837. 

> FINANCES OF THE COUNTRY. 

The resolution submitted by Mr.: Wricnt on 
Monday last, to refer so much of the President’s 
message as relates to the finances of the country to 
the Committee on Finance, which had been. post- 
poned on the motion of Mr. Wexsrxr, coming up 
for consideration, 

Mr. WERSTER, pursuant to his intimation on 
Monday, when the refereace of so much of the Pre- 
sident’s message as relates‘ to the finances of the 
country to the Finance Committee was postponed 
until Wednesday, rose to state his views on that 
subject. He said, though he was induced to make 
some remarks on the President’s message, especially 
at this early period of the session, he had no wish to 
bring ona prolonged and angry orexciting discussion 
On topies which the messege contained; but, as the 
message of the President, which had been laid be- 
fore them, contained an elaborate and plausible de- 
Jence of the whole course of the Administration on 
the subject of the finances and the currency of the 
country—as it dealt with the topics of banks and 
banking excesses, of trade and commerce and spe- 
culation, with State debts, and the dangers to be 
apprehended from that source, and the Sub-Trea- 
sury, or the Independent Treasury, as it was some- 
times called, he wished to make a few observa- 
tions. But he proposed, on the present occasion, 
to deal with some of these topics. So far as they 
may be supposed to affect the merits and character 
of the Administration, they had, as he understood 
it, been passed upon by the country, and he had 
now no. disposition to reargue them, or any of 
them; nor did he wish to enter into an inquiry as to 
-what might be supposed to be approved or disap- 
proved by the result of the election which they had 
so recently witnessed, tur his purpose, especially on 
the present ozcasion; it was enough for him that it 
was the disposition of the country to change the Ad- 
ministration. All he proposed to do was to make 
some remarks on that part of the message respect- 
ing the finances of the country, and to speak of the 
present state of things in regard to that important 
branch of the public service with no recurrence to 
the past, with no speculation for the fature; yet he 
supposed a proper forecast, a proper disposition to 
provide for what is before us, in all questions in re- 
lation to the revenue and finances of the country, 
connected itself with all inquiries and observations 
ofthat sort, Now, with this view, he wished to 
make a few remarks upon the message, and it 
seemed necessary to premise them with a few pre- 
liminary observations; but they should be very 
short. 

Now it appeared to him that an’ unfounded im- 
pression, an erroneous senliment, both as to mat- 
ters of opinion and of fact, might be communi- 
cated to the peopie by the message before 
them. In this peint of view he wished to make a 
remark on what it contained, or on part of what 
it contained. On the eighth page of the message, 
which represents that the great distinctive princi- 
ples or differences characterizing public men in 
this country, is that some have had a constant ob- 
jection, from the foundation of our Government, to 
make and maintain a public debt, and that others 
had hadacontrary object. Now this was an un- 
founded imputation en those who in past time had 
administered the Government of this country. He 
says: 

EI have deemed this brief summary of cur fiscal 
affairs necessary to the due performance of a duty 
specially enjoined upon me by the Constitution. 
H will serve, also, to illustrate more fully the prin- 
ciples by which Ihave been guided in reference to 
two contested points in our public policy, whieh 
were earliest in their development, and have been 


that have arisen under cur complicated and dif- 
cult, yet admitable, system of Government: Ial- 
lude to a national debt, and a national: bank. It 
was in these that the political contests by which the 
country has been agitated ever since the adoption 
of the Constitution, in a great- measure, originated; 
and there is too much reason to apprehend that the 
conflicting interests and opposing principles thus 


‘marshalled, will continue, as.heretofore, to produce 


similar, if not aggravated, consequences.” 

Abont a National Bank he (Mr. W.) would say 
nothing at present, but there they were officially 
told that what had been, and what was likely to be, 
the great contested question in this country, was 
whether there shall or shall not be a national debt. 
Now he submitted to the good sense and candor of 
that body, whether any party ever did exist; or 
does now exist, to whom it could be fairly impuied 
as an object per se, as a thing desirabie, to create a 
national debt. Sikce the Declaration of our Inde- 
pendence, in ail time past, what was our 
history? The first national debt was contracted 
in Holland daring the war, by John Adams. Did 
any man doubt the propriety of that, in the then 
circumstances of the country? Was there any Se- 
nator that doubted the propriety of obtaining that 
loan? Then, again, there was ths debt contracted 
for the pay due to the Revolutionary army after 
our Government was esiablished, by the Conti- 
nental Congress: there were also the debts contract- 
ed during the progress of the war, by the States, for 
carrying on the war; and provision was made to 
pay these debte, because they were debts coatracted 
in the progress of the Revolution. Could any 
man oppose that, or say there was any thing ua- 
reasonable or improvident in obtaining loans to 
enable the Government to carry on the late war 
with Great Britain? Now contrast one party with 
another in the history of our Government, and he 
could not but think it singularly unfortunate that 
so much of what looks like imputation should be 
contained in this message which comes from the 
head of an Administration, which Administration, 
so far as he knew, was the first that ever existed 
under this Government, that had begun a national 
debt in a time of profound peace. 

But to proceed to the actual state of the finances 
of the country. The message, though it does not 
call the obligations of the country a permanent 
debt, while speaking in earnest terms against. the 
commencement of a public debt, does admit ont- 
standing Treasury notes, beariag interest, to the 
amount of four and a half millions of dollars; and 
he thought, connected with this, there were other 
important and leading truths, very useful to be 
considered by thote who would judge wisely, and 
who would look to the future providently in regard 
to the finances of the country. And the first truth, 
in point of importance, he thought, was that, for 
some years past, the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment had greatly exceeded the income of the Go- 
vernment. He was not then about to argue the 
question whether the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment had been extravagant or not;. whether 
they had been reasonable or unreasonable. 
He looked at the subject in a financial point 
of view, and he there stated that their 
experience of the result of the administration 
of the Government and the action of Congress 
for the last four years, showed that the expendi- 
ture- of the Goverument exceeded, at the rate of 
at least seven millions of dollars a year, the in- 
come of the Goveyament; and this might be easily 
domenstrated. They knew that from the cem- 
mencement of January, 1837, there was in the 
Treasury, reserved by the deposite act, six millions 
of doliars. The intention was to reserve five mil- 
lions, but the Secretary of the Treasury made his 
computation somewhat in advance—he, therefore, 
did not ascertain exactly what would be iv, and it 
turned out that there was something about six mil- 
lions of dollars in the Treasury about the Ist of 
January, 1837. Then eveats occurred which led 
Congress, in September of 1837, to, passa law to 
repeal or qualify the law of June, called the depo- 
Site act, to retzin or bring back to the Treasury the 
fourth instalment of the deposites to the States, 
amounting to nine millions of dollars. They also 
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found, by a communication now before them, that 
the amount of stock belonging to the United States 
in the Bank of the United States, and for which 
bonds were giveato the Treasury by the President 
of the Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania, - 
and which bonds have been since paid, was eight 
millions of dollars, which from that source had 
been received into the Treasury. Now these were 
pre-existing funds, some of which had accrued to 
Government since January, 1837; and they might 
add the sums he had already mentioned, as being 
now outstanding on Treasury notes bearing inte- 
rest, and thus make an aggregate of twenty-seven 
and a half millions of dollars expended in the 
course of these three and a half or four years, ex- 
cepting, of course, what may remain in the Trea~ 
sary atthe end of that term. That, then, was 
nearly at the rate of eight millions of dollars per 
annum expended beyond the income; and whata 
condition of things was that. Suppose it should 
goon Ly the succeeding Administration, or suppose 
it shoald have continued to go on by the present, 
if it had remained in power; did not every body 
see a great and vast debt immediately before. 
them? But is this all—is this all? He 
was inclined to think that in one respect it was 
not all; he was inclined to think that the Treasury 
had not duly distinguished, in one important 
branch of its administration, what may bè called 
Treasury funds, or United States funds proper, and 
trust fund set apart by treaties by precise treaty 
stipulations, for the benefit of certain Indian tribes, 
He thought the Treasury had taken to its own ace 
count, as an income of Government, what did pro- 
perly belong to another account; what did properly 
belong to a trust fund, which Government had sti- 
pulated by treaties to invest in stock, sometimes 
under ils own guarantee, for the benefit of Indian 
tribes. Tris made it necessary to look a little 
iato the trust fund provided for the Indians by cer- 
tain treaties, for at least there were several of 
them. He should recur to one or two of ‘the most 
important, and simply ‘state how matters stand 
by the evidence contained in documents communi- 
cated to Congress. Now, by recurring to official 
reports from the Departments to Congress, they 
found there was invested in State stocks, for va- 
rious tribes, from the year 1833 to the year 1837, 
by the War Department, the sum of $1,820,763 16, 
Now he did not complaia of this investment. He 
observed that there a premism paid on these stocks 
of $47,441 76; bat he observed that Indiana, Ken- 
tucky, and New York stocks were purchased at a 
discount of half percent. Alabama and Arkansas 
stocks were purchased at par; Missouri stock 
was purchased at 3 44-100 premium; Maryland 
stock at from 3 to 15} premium; and Michigan 
stock at 8 per cent. premium. Now, he supposed 
it was very probable that the difference in 
these rates might arise from the difference in the 
rate of interest, for some of them were at 5 per cent. 
and some at six. He saw that New York were at 
five, and he blieved Maryland were at six. 

They found, also, that there was invested in State 
stocks up to April 11th, 1838, for the Chickacaws, 
by the Treasury Department, the sum of 
$1,994,141 03. The premium paid for these stocks 
was $34,537 51. The United States received 
from this tribe from the sales of their lands, to 
Ist January, 1838, $2,498,000 06; stock and 
premium $2,028,678 54; leaving uninvested 
$369,321 52, which, Mr. Woodbury says, “has 
become mixed up in the general fund” of the 
United States. It may be, for he thought he had 
Somewhere heard that $94,000 more had been in- 
vested. He believed the treaties with the Indians 
stipulated that the proceeds of their lands, of what- 
soever amount, should be invested in permanent 
stock, bearing interest of not less than 5 per cent. 
and to be perpetually held for the use of the (ndians. 
Wow it appeared that instead of keeping a sepa- 
rate account of this trust fund, the proceeds of 
these sales were all passed in the general receipts 
and accounts of the Treasury; and that expended 
in the purchase cf stock, for the purpose. of this 
investment, was charged on the other side of the 
account. This isa matter of acedunt, and of book- 
keeping, which may or may not be thought correct 
he should have supposed that it would have. been 


ie earar 
miore just and proper to have kept a separate ac- 
count of that trast fund, as every man who is a 
trustee, if he means to administer his trust 
accurately and properly, would do; but he sup- 
posed that was not a matter of paramount impor- 
fanee—it was a matter of acounts, and of 
bovk-keeping; but if these things be, as he gathered 
from these documents, there was this sum of bs- 
tween $300,060 and 400,000 not invested, which re- 
mained under the stipulations to be invested. And 
then as to the rate at which these sams or stocks 
were purchased by the Treasury Department. Ala- 
bama bonds purchased the 3ist of March, 1836, 
were purchased ata premium of four anda half 
per cent.; other Alabama bonds purchased immedi- 
ately afterwards, in the language of the Secretary's 
report, purchased at a premium of four per cent.; 
others the 7ih of May, 1836, at three and a half per 
cent, premium; others purchared on the 29ih of 
March, 1837, at one per cent. discount; Tennessee 
bonds wese purchased at par; Ohio bonds at above 
eleven per cent. advance; part of the Maryland 
bonds at three per cent. discount, and part at above 
fourteen per cent. advance. He did notsee the 
time stated at which this last purchase of Maryland 
bonds was made. This was made by the Treasury 
Department, but then as to the others 

Mr. WRIGHT inquired what documents the hoe 
norable Senator alluded to. 

Mr. WEBSTER replied, Document 2, of 1839, 
„and Document 4, of 1836. He then resumed: 
It would seem, then, that oy the several treaties, the 
dates of which he found in the documents, and all 
he believed in 1837 and 1838, they had stipulated 
to inves! the money promised to be paid for land, 
in stocks—permasent stocks bearing interest, and 
some of them under their own guarantee. Here, 
then, the United Statesstood indebted to these Indian 
tribes the whole amount which they promised to 
give for the Jand of the Indians, which they had 
ceded to the United States and passed over under 
our land law, and a large portion of which he sup- 

_ posed, had been disposed of—at any rate they had 
obtained the land and promised theve tribes the 
sums contracted with them, and which they had 
promised to invest ia permanent stock, but which 
they had not done; and instead of making appro- 
priations at any time heretofore to buy this stock, 
the Treasury Department had contented itself with 
making such an appropriation as would defray the 
annual accruing interest that the United States was 
debtor to the tribes. Now the vale for $2,580,- 
100 had actually been furnished, and this wasa debt 
to all intents and purposes and was to be added to 
whatever else of debt existed against the Govern- 
ment. Hedid not mean tosay it was a debt that 
was to be paid to-morrow or the nextday, but itwas 
adebt which the Government was bound to pro- 
vide fer in some reasonable time: it wasa debt 
contracted in 1837 and °38, and Government was 

at this moment under the obligation to raise money 
and buy the stock and kold it for the use of 
thel ndians. Large quantities of the lands of 
eight tribes have been sold, and the money has been 
carried to the Treasury, and audited as national 
income to the United Siates, instead of being in- 
vested for the use of the tribes, leaving this heavy 
charge ‘still to be borne by the Treasury. The 
balance of the proceeds of the sales of the lands 
of the Winnebagoes alone, amounts, ashe under- 
stood the accounts, to $1,100,000. No part of this 
bas been invesied; the Treasury credits it as so 
much money received on general account, and 
leaves the means of raising the money to full the 
treaty by buying the stoeks, to the next Administra- 
tion.. Now, if this be so, there is another sum of 
$300,000, also, as he believed, due to the Scaw 
of the Mississippi, under the treaty of September, 
1437, which has not been invested, according to 
the stipulation ofthe treaty. And,if this too be so, 
the result of all this is, that, to the outstanding debt 
on account of Treasury notes in the first place, 
must be added this Indian debt, a proper provision 
for which ought, in all fairness, and in good faith, 
to be made in a reasonable time. And that there 
were other dcbis outstanding which must soon be 
provided for, he supposed noboby would doubt. 
here was the debicn account of public works 
and other contracts; there 
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were unpaid expenses | 
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growing out of the operations of the army in Flori- 
da, and Indian depredations on the Southern and 
Southwestern frontier, and he suppofed that no- 
body doubted that these were to be provided for; 
and also cther great amounts of unliquidated debts 
and cjaims, on accountof which they might ex- 
pect large demands. He understood, then, that 
there was a debt existing over this country in 
various shapes, some for borrowed money, some 
of which had grown out of stipulations by treaty,and 
some unliquidated demands growing out of a great 
variety of sources, amounting to a great amount, 
all of which was to be provided for. Now he 
agreed with all that was said in the message, of the 
great impolicy in a time of peace of commencing 
a public debt; bat it did seem to him extraordi- 
nary and inappropriate to admonish others in that 
strain against commencing a public debt with 
these facis presented to their view, because he 
supposed nobody would act on that asa point of 
principle, but of expediency; and there was no 
difference as to the form of the existing debt, 
whether it assumed the shape of stock fora term of 
a few years, or Treasury notes renewable or ex- 
pected to be renewed from time to time as they be- 
came due; or if there was a difference on the point 
of expediency, then he differed much from those 
who acted on the present system, as to which was 
the most expedient; for the Treasury note system 
was not the cheapest system to borrow money. 
Now this existence of a debt was as old as the Ad- 
ministration itself; this Treasury note debt began 
when the Administration began. From the. first 
session, called in September, and from the date of 
the first bill authorizing the issue of Treasury 
notes, in September, 1837, down to the present 
time, there has been no moment when the Govern- 
ment has not beea in debt for borrowed money; and 
if he understood either the message or the report of 
the Secretary to the Treasury, itis not now expect- 
ed that this debt can be paid, if then, earlier than 
Mareh, 1842; because, if he understood the re- 
commendati: n of the Secretary of the Treasury— 
whatever soft words be used—~he sum and sub- 
siance of it was, there must be a new issue of 
Treasury notes, to enable the Government to be 
free from embarrassment this time next year. Now 
he must confess that he thought the scope and ten- 
dency of the remarks in the message, in this parti- 
cular, go to produce an erroneous impression in the 
public mind. Here were a series of strong obser- 
vations run out throughout many pages a ainsta 
public debt—against the commencement of a pub- 
lic debt; and reasons were given to show that when 
a nationa! debt was once commenced, iis inevitable 
tendency was to increase in magnitude. All this 
might be very true of the debt already began and 
exis'ing now, and under such circumstances of the 
country as may induce the ivar that it may soon be 
a large one. ut what was to be the result cf this 
impression? They knew there were large outstand- 
ing items to be charged—they knew there were 
these sums, which they would be called upon 
ta pay under the Indian stipulations; and there 
were others which would not be brought togsther, 
and presented in the aggregate as a charge o0? the 
Governmen', for some months to come. Wasit 
intended then to forestall public opinion, and oat 
of what will appear, when collected and summed up 
hereafter, to be a large public debt, composed of 
charges for which the existing Government is lia- 
ble, to make it stand as a public debt te the ac- 
count of the Government posterior to the 4th of 
March, 1841? He hoped there was no sach inten- 
tion; he did not impute such intention; but he said 
the scope and tendency, the general drift of the 
message was that way. But so far as he wascon- 
eermed, he should take special and good eare to 
prevent such aresult. He should recommend, un- 
doubiedly, that a new set of books be opened —tnat 
there should be what merchants call a “rest?— 
that what had been contracted and stipulated, and 
what had been collected—what kad been received 
and expended to March, 1841, should stand 
against each other; and afier that period that the 
balance, if favorable, should be called the sem ac- 
cumulated by the providence of the Administration, 
and should be passed to its credit; „but if the result 
were otherwise, and there were a debt, then, in all 


fairness, the-Adminis tration should still stand-on 
i's merits, and the debt should be denominated the 
debt of 1841, whether it stood in Treasury. notes, 
or in any other shape, making it the: duty of Gó- 
vernment to provide for it. Ee a 

In one or two other respects ‘he’ thought the mës- 
sage was Calculated to produce quite-an erroneous 
impression. It would be found stated on the fifth 
page, in as mitigating a phrase as can be,—oF, për- ` 
haps, he should say mit'gated,—that this outstand- 
ing debt of four and a half millions of dollars is 
not vet dae. Why, they all knew that; but’ then 
again it is said that this four and a half millions, 
after all, does not amount to so much, by twenty- 
three millions, as the United States have in deposite, 
with the Slates. Now he asked the Senate, and ife 
he could he would ask the President himself, whe- 
ther he meant to recommend Congress to withdraw 
that deposite from the States, or part of it, to meet 
this outstanding debt, and as a fund out of which 
he meant to recommend the discharge of any 
charge on the Treasury? He (Mr. Wesster) 
found no recommendation of such a course; ‘why 
then the connection? The four and a half m ilions, 
says the President, is less, by twenty-three millions, 
than the sum which the United States have in de- 
posite with the States. Tnere is nothing in that 
remark, unless he meant to refer to that as a’ fund 
out of which the four and a half millions were to 
be paid. Why put them together unless he means 
the deposites as a fund out of which the four anda 
half millions are to be paid; and if he means: to 
intimate tha‘, does he recommend it? The Séére- 
lary of the Treasury, too, treats this sum in depo- 
site with the States in the same way; he speaks of 
it as money in the Treasury. Look at his report, 
and at the tables in his report. Why, he makes 
outa statement which includes the 28,000,000 in 
deposite to the States. - Now, what can be the 
uve of that form in the Treasury accounts? When 
an officer of a Department of the Government 
makes cut his accounts, and presents a statement 
of the condition of the Treasury, and the means of 
the Treasury, he (Mr. Wester) supposed he 
would confine himself to a statement of the suras 
already in the Treasury, or hkely to accrue 
to the Treasury under existing laws. But 
this sum of twenty-eight millions, which had 
passed to the States under the law of 1836, no 
more could go to the Treasury than anyother 
sum in the hinds of the State. He (the Se- 
eretary of the Treasury) knew it could not—he 
knew an act of Congress was as necessary to pro- 
duce that fund as to produce direct taxes, or the 
receipts of the cusiom-house. This was not under 
the power of the ‘Treasury to use it for its own pur- 
poses, than as directed by law. What was the 
purpose, then-—for purpose he presumed there must 
be—in presenting this twenty-three millions as a 
fund of the Treasury, as though the Treasury De- 
partment could exercise power over it? For what 
purpose was this sum mentioned in a statement, 
made to ascertain what the Government owes, and 
the means of payment, or partpayment? Was this 
referred to as a means of payment, unless it-was 
meant to say that Congress may pass a law for its 
recai? Uniil that was done, it was well known 
that it was no more available to the Treasury than 
were new duties at the custom-heuse before a law 
was passed for their collection; and it could not be 
made to defray any charge on the Government, 
until Congress exerciced this power. Hedid hope— 
he had desired for years to see, and he hoped he 
one day should sce, a mode of stating these’Trea- 
sary gecounts, giving the plain facts and state- 
menis, and leaving much less to guesses about the 
fuiure, and mach less—he would not say attempts 
to conseal and mystify—but of forfas and phrases, 
the result of which was to mystify. 

Again: though the Secretary pretty clearly inti- 
mates that there must be a present or immed-ate 
resort to Treasury notes, the result of his delibera- 
tions 1s, that if Congress wish to avoid the neces- 
sity of either a resort to the custom-hcuse or of new 
loans, he has a remedy in reserv’; and that is tere- 
duce the expenditures of the Government below 
the. estimates—below his own estimates! Why 
this was pretty much like a case which happened 
last year, Ween they were ioh) that the estimates 


? 
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had been reduced to the lowest possible scale, and 
yet that they had kept within that scale. 

But there was anotber remark on. the sixth page 
of the message, which he thought deserved a pass- 
ing notice. The President says, to’ accomplish the 
great object of keeping the expenditures within the 
income, two things are indispensable: “First, that 
the action of the. Federal Government be kept 
within the boundaries peeseribed. by its founders,” 
Well, now he supposed that this duty of keeping 
the action of the Federal Government within the 
bounds of the Constitution, was an absolute duty; 
not of terms and circumstances, and conditions, 
but always peremptory—always mandatory. What 
was the inference to bedrawn? If they wished io 


i keep. down the expenditures, and the Treasury was 


low—if they wished then to keep within the Con- 


- Stitution, whatifit were fall? Would they transcend 


the Constitution? There was no one limit to their 
duty in this respect, whether the Treasury were 
full or empty, they were notto be tempted to ex- 
ceed the bounds ifthe Treasury were full—they 
were not to be deterred from coming up to it by 


, an empty Treasury. 


Again, there was another imporlant omission, as 
it struck him, in the message, to which he wished 
to call attention. The President says that, in addi- 
tion to a decrease in the revenue, “two and a half 
millions of duties have been relinquished by two 
biennial reductions under the act of 1833.” Be it 
so; bat did the President—did they not all know 
that there was he/ore them, within a year, a much 
greater relinquishmeat—if that was the proper 
phrase—of duties, and, within a year anda half, a 
still greater, and last? Did they not see, therefore, 


. from the existence of the debt already contracted, 


in some form or another, against the Government, 
and from these certain reductions of duties—if the 
ław should remain unaltered, and nothing should be 
done about it—did they not see that a case was be- 
fore the country which would require all the wis- 
dom of Congress, and some effort, to enable it to 
discharge a good deal of its obligations? But he 
Saw no recommendation of any increase of duties 
on articles of luxury, such as silks and wines, nor 
any proposition in any other way made to provide 
for these demands on the Treasury now before 
them, and some of them near at hand. Here, then, 
the result of the whole is, that the Presidents expe- 
rience for the four years of his administration has 
shown him that the revenues of the Government 
are not adequate to its expenditures—his 
experience. has shown him the necessily 
of expending seven millions a year beyond the in- 
come; that the county is running right into the 
jaws of debt, and that there is no prospect of in- 
creasing the revenue whatever, no means of reduce 
tion pointed out, and yet the message contains an 
earnest, an ardent, and a general admonition not to 
create. a public debt. Now he (Mr. Weasrer) 
knew not, of course, what was expected to be done 
to meet the contingencies which must arise, as the 
Secretary says, in the first quarter of the next 
year, but he supposed the suggestion would be fol- 
lowed, authorizing the emission of Treasury notes, 
He (Mr. Wessrer) would much have preferred, 
himself, that other provision should have been 
made; especially, as he had often said to the Se- 
nate, that a tax should be Jaid on French silks and 
French wines; but, if no hing of this sort were done, 
the ime was coming when provision mast be made 
He hoped these liabilities 
would te provided for fairly and fully daring this 


- session of Congress; he, for one, should deprecate, 


as very incoavenient and expensive, the being dri- 
ven to an extra session of Goagress, and he hoped 
those having the power at this time would make 
such reasonable provision as that that necessity 
would be obviated, 

w Mr, WRIGHT said there was a single topie 
touched by the Senator from Massachusetts, and 
butone, on which he desired further informatioa 
before he atiempted the reply which his remarks 
eailed for. Lf it was perfeeily agreeable to the Se- 
nator, therefore, he wished that the further conside- 
ratioun of the subject might the postposed umil to- 
morrow. If, however, it was the pleasure of the 
Senate to take the vete to-day, he would proceed 
with his remarks, 
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Mr. WEBSTER and the Senate gexerally ac- 
quiesced in the postponement, 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


$ Wepnsspay, December 16, 1840. 


After the journal had been read, 

Mr. ADAMS asked the consent of the House to 
permit him to call up for consideraticn the follow- 
ing resolution, submitted by him on last evening, 
and on which, owing to a simultaneous motion to 
adjourn, no action was had: 

Resolved, That the President of the-United States 
be requested to cause to be communicated to this 
House, so far as may be compatible with the public 
interest, copies of all documents in the Department 
of State, showing the origin of any political rela- 
tions between the United States and the empire of 
China—the first appointment of a consul to reside 
at or near Canton—whether ‘such consul, or any 
other subsequently appointed, has ever been re- 
ceived or recognised in that capacity, and the pre- 
sent relations between the Government of the Uni- 
ted States and that of the Celestial Empire. 

Objection being made, the resolution was not 
considered. ` 

Petitions and memorials were then presented by 

Messrs. EVANS, RANDALL, PARRIS, and 
CLIFFORD, of Maine. 

Messrs. EASTMAN and ATHERTON, of New 
Hampzshire. 

[Mr. ATHERTON presented the petition of Richard 
Perry for a pension; referred to Committee on In- 
valid Pensions.] 

Messrs. WINTHROP, PARMENTER, LIN- 
COLN, ADAMS, CUSHING, and BAKER, of 
Massachusetts. 

Messrs. TILLINGHAST and CRANSTON, of 
Rhode Island. 

Messrs, SMITH, BOARDMAN, and TRUM- 
BULL, of Connecticut. 

Mr. SMITH, of Vermont. 

(Mr. Smirna presented the petition of Dr. Hall; 
referred to Committee of Claims: the petition of T, 
W. Gebbs and others for an alteration of mail 
route; referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads: the petition of A. B. Haswell in 
behalf of himself and others, heirs of Anthony Has- 
well, praying that the fine and costs which was paid 
by him. after conviction on an indictment under the 
sedition Jaw, be paid to them; referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Jndiciary.} 

Messrs, FILLMORE, CURTIS, GRANGER, 
BARNARD, ELY. HOFFMAN, WAGNER, 
BREWSTER, MALLORY, RUSSELL, GRIN- 
NELL, MONROE, PRENTISS, PECK, and 
STRONG, of New York. 

(Mr. Prewriss presented the petition of Rufas 
Henry, of the city of New York, who was an. Ar- 
lificer in the service during the late war with 
Great Britain, praying to be placed on the list of 
invalid pensioners. Of Ruth Taylor, widow of Samy- 
el Taylor, a Revolutionary pensionsr, and Dorothy 
Wolibur, widow of Abraham Wolibur, a Revolu- 
tionary pensioner, praying the bencfits of the act of 
July, 1838.] 

[Mr. P. J. Wacanenr presented the petition of 
William J. Stilwell, praying for a pension forin- 
venting in 1796 the “sentre board” or “ship keel,” 
now in common use in river and coasting vessels: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce.] 

(Mr. Sraonc presented the petition of sundry 


inhabitants of the county of Wayne, in the State | 


of New York, for an appropriation for the improve- 
meat of the harbor at Pulteneyville on Lake Oa- 
tario; which was referred tc the Committee on Com- 
merece. 

{On motion of Mr. ErronG, the petition of 
Ebenezer P erce, for half payasa soldier, from 
December, 1783, to May 1818, now on file, was re- 
ferred t the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Messrs. MARCHAND, PAYNTER, HOOK, 
BEATTY, HENRY, and WAGENER, of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Messrs JOHNSON, DENNIS, and CARROLL, 
of Maryland. 3 

Messrs. HOPKINS, TALIAFERRO, RIVES, 
and HUNTER, of Virginia, 


` [Mr. Hopkins presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Albemarle county, Va. praying for the 
establishment of a post route from Charlottesviile 
to Harrisonburg; the petition of citizens of Nelson 
county, praying for the establishment of a post 
route from Mount Hovel to Staunton, in Augusta; 
memorial of A. Sammons, of Tennessee, praying 
Congress for relief as one of the securities of a de- 
faulting postmaster; memorial of Asa and Jabez 
L. White, of Connecticut, praying to be released 
from their contract for carrying the United States 
mail; memorial of J. F. Caldwell, of Virginia, 
praying for relief under sundry contracts with the 
Post Office Department for the transportation of the 
United States mail; memorial of Eimund Ruffin, 
of Virginia, for equalizing the postage on newspa- 
pers, etc: all referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads.] 

Messrs. DAWSON and COOPER, of Georgia. 

Messrs. ANDREWS, GREEN, and J. B. 
THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 

Messrs. J. L. WILLIAMS, W. B. CAMP- 
BELL, and C. H. WILLIAMS, of Tennessee, 

Mr. GOODE, of Ohio. 

Messrs. RARIDEN, WICK, and DAVIS, of 
Indiana. 

[Mr. Davis presented the petitions of C. de la 
Halilandiere, John Johnson, Sarah Leslie, James 
McCutcheon, Hannah Preble, John Wilson, and 
John M. Wilson; all of which were severally re- 
ferred to the appropriate committees.] 

Messrs. CASEY and REYNOLDS, of Illinois. 

[Mr. Reywxons presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Jackson county, Ilinois, stating that a 
considerable quantity of low land in said county is 
inundated annually with the waters from the Mis- 
sissippi and other streams, so that said land is en- 
lirely useless to the United S ates Government ard 
the citizeis. The water remaining stagnant, causes 
much sickness in the neighborhood. Much of said 
land has been in market for upwards of one fourth 
of a century. The petitioners pray a grant of said 
land to a company, toenable said company to re- 
claim the same, and thereby to render the neigh- 
borhood healthy. Said petition was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands.) 

[Mr. Caszy presented the petition of Jeremiah 
Fields of Ilinois, praying the correction of. an er- 
roneous land entry; which, on his motion, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Also, the petition of John H. Murphy and Thos. 
McKibbin of Vermillion county, Illinois, praying 
relief in case of a mail contract: referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads.] 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi asked leave to 
offer a resolution directing the Committee on the 
Jadiciary to inguire into the expediency of re- 
porting a bill prohibiting the admission of the evi- 
dence of colored persons on trial by court martials. 

Objection being made, the-resolution was not 
received. 

Messrs. CRABBE, CHAPMAN, and DEL- 
LET, of Alabama. © i 

Mr. MILLER, ofMissouri, 

Mr. CROSS, of Arkansas. 

Mr. DOTY, of Wiskonsin. 

The several States having now been called, 

The SPEAKER stated that the next business in 
order was the resolution of the genileman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams] calling for informa- 
tion information ia respect to our 

COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH CHINA. 

The resolution having been again read, (see 
above,) 

Mr. ADAMS, afier some remarks showing the 
importance of ascertainiag what are the true po- 
lizal and commercial relations between this Go- 
verument and China, observed it was highly desi- 
rable in the present critical state of affairs with the 
laiter country, that we should know whether our 
Consul had been recognised by it ornot. He 
wished to know the exact fooling on which we 
stand. Mr. A. in adverting to some documents 
presented at the last session, said he believed it 
appeared from one of them, that when our Consul 
was about to present a memorial from American 
citizens at Canton, he was directed by the autho- 
nities to palce the name of the Emperor of China 
two inches higher than the name of the President of 
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the United States, This he thought was the true 
ground of war now raging between Great Britain 
and China—<this placing the name “two inches 
higher””—this boasted superiority above every na- 
tion on earth. % 

But, continued Mr. A. I hope to see the day 
when this boasted claim to superiority shall cease, 
and that at least ihe name of the President of the 
United States shall be written on a parallel line with 
that of the head of the Celestial Empire. Mr. A. 
said that in offering the resolution he was actuated 
by no motive but a desire for information as to 
what was passing between the United States and 
China at this time, and whether any officer, repre- 
senting the interests of this country, had been re- 
cognised by that power. 

Mr. CUSHING was glad that his colleague bad 
introduced the resolution calling for information on 
so important a subject. He thought, however, 
that information not less valuable might be ob- 
tained from the filesof the Navy Department, and 
hoped an amendment would be accepted to em- 
brace that Department. He therefore proposed to 
amend the resolution by adding “State or other 
Departments.” 


This amendment was accepted by Mr. ADAMS, 
and the resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved to reconsider the 
vote by which, on yesterday, the bill introduced 
by Mr. Hann, for establishing a uniform rule of 
naturalizalion, was referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 


At the suggestion of several members, Mr. D. 
consented that the motion should lie over until to- 
morrow. 


Mr. LINCOLN submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which were agreed to: 

Kesotved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to this House, what ‘subordinate 
custom-house officers have been dispensed with with- 
in the period of two years” past, to which he refers in 
his late report on the state of the finances; and what 
had been the rate of compensation previously paid 
to these officers for their services. And, also, what 
additional number of custom-house oflicers have 
been appointed, or employed, within the same pe- 
riod, in the several collection districts in the United 
States, and at what rates of compensation, with 
the dates of their appointment and employment, 
respectively. Also, in what cases, and to what ex- 
tent, “the compensation of officers and light-house 
keepers has been reduced,” And, alco, in what 
cases (if any) the compensation to any officers in 
his Departmeni employed in the collection of the 
customs, or olherwise, has been inereased. And that 
he present the required information in such tabu- 
lar form as to exhibit the comparative number 
of officers, and the amount of their compen- 
sation in each co'lection district, at the com- 
mencement and close of the said period of two 
years next preceding the date of the said annual 
report on the finances, and also the relative cost of 
collecting the revenue from customs to the amount 
of revenue collected each of the last two years, 
compared with the cost of collection and the 
amount collected annually since the 4:h day of 
March, 1825. Andthathe also inform this House 
what officers “now employed in the collection of 
duties, whose further services, it has been believed, 
could be safely dispensed with, in consequence of 
the reduction of late years at the different places 
where they are stationed, may be discontinued, 
whose offices cannot be dispensed with without new 
legislation.” 

_ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform this House under what superin- 
tendence the custom houses in New York and Bos- 
ton, respectively, are being constructed; the num- 
ber and names of the commissioners employed to 
superintend the construction of said custom-houses; 
the time they have been so employed; and the com- 
pensation paid to each, 

Mr. DELLET submitted the following resola- 
tion, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be in 
structed to inquire into. the expediency of extend- 
ing the time for completing the census in those 
States or districts where the same has been pre- 
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‘or disbursement of the public revenue, or any por- 


vented by sickness, or other causes. which the offi- 
cers having that duty in charge could not control. 

Mr. DELLET gave notice of his intention 
either to morrow, or on some subsequent day of 
the session, to ask leave to introduce 

A bill to relinquish to Alabama the two per 
cent. fund reserved by the act of her admission into 
the Union, to be applied to the making of a road or 
roads leading to the Sia‘e; 

A bill for the relief of the Selma and Tennessee 
Railroad Company; and 

A bili making appropriations for completing the 
improvements of the harbor of Mobile. 

Mr. PETRIKIN submitted the following reso- 
tion, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 


V collected or actually passed from the hands of: the. 


ducing the fees and emoiuments of district attorneys 
of the United States, or of directing such fees and 
emoluments beyond a limited amount to be paid 
int) the Treasury. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, on leave, introduced a hill to 
provide for the settlement of the claim of the State 
of Maine for the services of her militia; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee en’ Mili 
tary Affairs. . 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia submitted the following 
resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 
cate to this ITouse, at as early a day as may be 
convenient to the Department, a list of the reserva- 
tions under the Creek treaty of March, 1832, which 
remain unsold, together with the valuations the: eof, 
made under the authority of Governor Carroll, for- 
mer agent, and the names of the persons making 
such valuations, the time at which the same were 
made, and the remarks of said valuations in each 
case. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to 
this Howe what progress has been made in the 
settlement of the conflicting claims for Creek re- 
servations betwixt J. C. Watson and Co. and oiher 
claimants; at which time a special commission was 
appointed to adjudicate the same; who is the per- 
son appointed; whether he has received his per 
diem pay; and at what rate since his appointment, 
and at what time his duties under said commission 
will probably be brought to a close. 


Mr. CUSHING submitted the following, which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the exped ency of 
making farther provision by law fer the trial of 
crimes in the district courts of the United Slates, 
Also, further provision for the institution of civil 
and admiralty powers in said courts. 

Mr. TILLINGHASP caled up for considera- 
tion the following resolution, submitted by him on 
the 10 h inst, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to this House how far, and in what manner, 
the act passed at the last session, entitled “An act 
to provide for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, . 
and disbursemeat of the public revenue,” has 
been carried into execution; whether any build- 
ings, additions to, or alleratiens in, buildings 
therein authorized or required, have been com- 
menced; at what cost, or contracts therefor made, 
or orders therefor given, and ihe terms and condi- 
tions of such contracts and orders; what number 
of elerks, special agents, and other officers, 
agents, or servants, have been and now are em- 
ployed under the previsions cf said act, or for aid 
in carrying the same into effect, and where, and 
from what times, and at what compensations; 
whether each and every of the officers who are 
therein required to give bond have given bond, and 
the sum, suretes, and time of delivery of each 
bond; and who, if any, have not given bond; 
whether, in the collection, or keeping, or transfer, 


tion thereof, since said act has been in force, any 
bank. has been resorted to; and, if se, what 
bank or banks, to what extent, andin what manner, 
and what propositions have been made, if any, to 


any bank therefor; and setting forth, also, in what 
specific manner, whether geld or silver, or notes or 
cerlificates, or other and what evidences of depo- 
site or credit, all or any of the revenue has been 


person or persons from. whom the same was.-due,. 
to the hands of the officer or officers charged; with 
the immediate collection thereof, since said act. 
has been in force, distinguishing, as nearly: ag 
may be, how much has been so collected :and., - 
paid in each specific matter or medium of pay- 
ment; also, setting forth how, and in what places: 
or offices, and under what actual ahd’ pet: 
sonal custody or keeping, alland any and each'por- ` 
“tion of the revenue, moneys, and assurances, Ot- 
evidences of debt or obligation, have been: kept 
during said time; and how and by what agencies 
and aid, and what forms and proce:s, and on what 
terms, conditions, and cost of exchange or transfer, 
and in what specific matter, whether gold and silve 
or notes or certificates, or other and what e¥ 
dences, all, and any portions thereof, have-beea in 
said time disbursed and transferred. oe 

Mr. VANDERPOEL saw no benefit which. 
could possibly be derived frm the adoption of the 
resolution. All the effect it would have would be 
to furnish the clerks in the Treasury Department 
with employment for the whole winter. -Without 
meaning any disrespect to the gentleman, he (Mr: 
V.) considered the resolution was offered in the: in-: 
quisitorial spirit of a true Yankee, and was just 
what might have been expected from such a quat- 
ter. The whole was supererogatory, and he did 
not believe the information, if obtained, would, 
have the least influence on the gentleman in the 
vote he might give.. He would repeat, that the, ine 
formation sought was unnecessary, and imposing a 
superfluous labor on the Department, and if it was 
now pressed, he would feel bound to vote against it. 

Mr. TILLINGELAST advocated the resolation 
and contended that the informaticn sought for was 
highly desirable. In the course of his remarks, 
Mr. T. alluded to the resolution recently intro- 
duced for the repeal of the Independent Treasury 
law, on which question, he urged, the recent elece 
tions of the who!e body of Whigs had turned. . 

Mr. DUNCAN denied that the Whig elections 
had turned upon that principle. The Jaw in gues- 
tion bad not been made the issue. No pledge had 
been given by the Whigs, from their candidate for 
the Presidency downwards, for it was well known 
throughout the country that when interrogated ias 
to his principles, he refused to give any answer 
whatever. r ' is 

Mr. MORGAN thought the issue had been made 
at least in the district of Cincinnati, where the peo- 
ple had elected one Pendleton in the place of that 
gentleman. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he denied it, 
and he could maintain it. i 

The question being on the adopjion of the reso- 
luticn, ; 

Mr. GAT PRAIA mayid to lay it on the table. 

Mr. TOLAND moved a call of the House. . 

Mr. GALBRAITH then withdrew bis motion. 

Mr. BEATTY renewed it. 

Mr. TOLAND persisted in his motion for a call 
of the House; and, on the question being put, there 
was no quorum. 

Oa motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

The House then adjourned. 


Vo 


It was notso, 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 17, 1840. 


The PRESIDENT submitied a report from the 
Secretary of the Senate, in ecmpliance with the 
provisions of the act of May 9, 1836, of the ex- 
penditures made from the contingent fond of the 
Senate for the year ending December 7; 1840; 
which was laid upon the table, and ordered to be 

rinted. : . 

Mr. HUBBARD presented a document in rela- 
tion to the claim of Loomis and Gay; which was 
refi rred io the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of Gurdon 
S. Hubbard and others; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Oa motion by Mr. KNIGHT, the petition of a 
number of merchants and navigators of Proy- 
dener, Rhode Island, now on file, was referrel-te 
the Committee on Commerce. ` 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition 
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of E. P. Skinner; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

© Oa motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the petition 

and papers now on file of Francis A, Harrison, 

were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
` and. Post Roads. f 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing bills; 

A bill to continue in force the “Act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri,” 
approved July 19, 1832; and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved March 2, 1833; 

A bill to authorize the issue of a patent to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
Heceased; Boo” 

#& bill-for the relief of Gregvire Sarpy, or his le- 
gal representatives; 

bill for the relief of the heirs ‘of Miguel 
Eslava; : 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher; 
` A Dill for the relief of Thomas P. Copes; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

A biil confirming the claim of the heirs of Joseph 
Thompsen, sr. deceased, toa certain tract of land 
in Missouri; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Pierre Bonhomme; 

A bill for the relief of Joshua Kennedy, assignee 
of Cornelius McCurtin; and 

A bill to confirm to George Tucker, his heirs or 
assignees, a certain tract of land in Alabama. 

These bills were severally read twice, and re- 
„ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

: Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill fer the 
reiief of the Plumb Island Bridge and Turnpike 
Company; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, 

Mr, DAVIS gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill for the reef of Joshua È. Nourse; 

A bull to increase the compensation of certain of- 
ficers of the revenue service; and 

A bill for the relief of Thomas L, Winthrop and 
others, directors of an aszociation called the New 
England Mississippi Land Com pany. 

Mr. PRESTON prevented the memorial of the 
executors of De Thomas Cooper, praying that a 
certain sum o“ money exacted as,a fine under the 

‘sedition law may be refunded. 

Mr. P. gave notice that to-morrow he would ask 
leave to bring in a bill for the relief of the legal 
Tepresentstives of Thomas Cooper, deceased, and 

A bill for the relief of Col, George Croghan, 


Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he would | 
ask leave to introduce a bill to establish a new land 


district in the State of Missouri, 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred * 

A bill authorizing the payment of invalid pin- 
sions in certain cases; j 

A. bill for the relief of L-mnel White; 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes; and 

A bill for the relief of David Waller; 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. P. also gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of John 
McLoud. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which the petition on the sabject had been re- 


ferred, reported a bill for the relief of Hannah | 


Laightor; which was read, and ordercd to a second 
reading 

Mr. W. in yursnance of previous notice, asked 
and obtained Jeave to introduce a biil for the relief 
of Mary Pretiyman; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensiors, 
to which was referred petitions on the subject, re- 
ported , 

. A bill for the relief of Samuel Collins; and 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett 
which were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading. : 

Mr. P. gave notice that tommorrow he would ask 
leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of John S. Billings; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Crapin; 
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A bill for:the relief of Mary Neal, widow of Sas 
muel Neal - 

A bill for the relief of Tyler Spafford; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Allen; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Snow, widow of Jo- 
nas Snow; 

A bill for the relief of Margaret. Jamison, widow 
of Samuel Jamison; . 

A bill for the relief of William Rand; and 

A bill for the relief of John McClanahan. 

Mr. P. ia pursuance of previous notice, asked 
and cbtained leave to introduce “a bill for the or- 
ganization of a company of Sappers, Miners, and 
Pontoniers.” 


Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred memo- 
rials on the subject, reported a bill for the exten- 
sion of the charters of the Banks of the District; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading.” 


Mr. KING, in pursaance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of the corporate authorities of the city of 
Mobile; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


- Mr. MOUTON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of George de Passau of Lou- 
isiana; 

A bili for the relief of Charles Morgan of Lou- 
isiana; 

A bill for the relief of Charles 
isiana; 

A biil to confirm claim to lands ia the District 
between the Rio Hundo and Sabize rivers; 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the Oua- 
chita land district, in the State of Louisiana; 

A bill confirming certain land claimsin Lou- 
isiana; 

A biil for the relief of Jean Baptiste Grainger; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame De 
Lusser, and their legal representatives; 

A bill for the relicfof Juan Belgar; 

A bill for therelief of the legal heirs and repre- 
sentatives of William Conway; 

A bili for the relief of Pierre Babin; 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Greenburg Land District, State of Louisiana; 

A bill for the relief of Joha Compton, assignee 
of Ganigues Fiaujac; 

A bill for the relief of Jean Baptist Comear; 

A bill confirming the claim of John Baptiste 
Lecompte to a taci of land in Louisiana; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Therese Malette, widow of Gaspard Pheole, 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance to previous no- 
tics, asked and cbrained leave to introduce 

A bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to 
Joseph Campau for a tract of land in Michigan; 
and 

A bill for the relief of Joscph Campau; 
which were severally read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims, 

Mr. N. also, on leave, introduced 

A bill for the relief of Francis Laventure, Ebe- 
nezer Childs, and Linus Thompsos; which was 
read twice, and referred to, the Commit'es on Pab- 
lie Lands. 

Mr. N. gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for tke improvement 
of eertain harboys on the lakes, 

Mr. YOUNG eave notice that to-morrow he 
weuld ask leave to introduce a di!l for the relief of 
Isabella Hil, widow, and John Hil, Elzabeh 
Fill, and Samuel Hill, children aud minor heirs at 
law of Samuel Hill, deceased. 

Mr. FULTON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to in‘roduce a bill to authorize the 
Legislature of the State of Arkansas to sell the 
lands heretofore appropriated for the nse of schools 
in that Siate. j 

Mr. WHITE submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to inform the Senate whether instructions have 
ately been given by that Department to the super- 
intendents of harbors and rivers for the construc- 
tion and improvement of which appropriations 
have been heretofore made, end which are yet un- 


Morgan of Lou- 


‘finished; and te the superintendenis of the Cumber 
land road -for the sale of machinery, implements 
“and materials used in the construction of said 


works; and by what. authority such sales were 
ordered; togeth:r with a comparative statement of 
the aggregate cost of the same, and of the proceeds 
of the sales; and whether such sales were made in 
contemplation of an abandonment of the further 
improvement of said works. 

r. FULTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instracied to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the erection of a marine hose 
pital at the towa of Napoleon, on the Mississippi 
river. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolation, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for additional compensation 
to the registers and receivers of the several land 
offices of the United States in cases where their 
annual compensation, including the per cent. al- 
lowed on the sales of the publie lands, shall not in 
the who'e amount to the sum of one thousand dol- 
lars. 

The bill for the establishment of a permanent 
prospective pre-emption law, was. taken up, and 
the call for the yeas and nays on ordering it to a 
second reading being withdrawn, it was read a 
second time, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

’ FINANCES OF THE COUNTRY. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Wrianr on 
Monday last, to refer so much of the President’s 
message as relates to the finances-of the country 
to the Committee on Finanze, which had been post- 
poned on the moion of Mr. WEBSTER, coming up 
for consideration, 

Mr. WRIGHT said the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Weasrrer,) had felt it tobe his 
duty to open this. discussion upon the message of 
the President, pending a simple motion to refer the 
portions of it to which he had alluded, to the appro- 
priate Commitice of the Senate, under the appre- 
hension expressed by him that the publication and 
distribution of the statements and views of the 
President might produce erroneous impressions 
upon the miads of the people of the country, A 
similar apprehension entertained by Mr. Waricur 
as to the remarks of the Senator, moved him to 
make this reply to that gentleman. A belief that 
his remarks were calculated to give errcneous im- 
pressions as to the message, and the fiscal condition 
of the country at the present time, made it his duty 
to notice some of the positions: and arguments of 
the honorable Senator, and to correct, as far as he 
might be able, the errors of fact and conclusion, 
which seemed to him to have been committed. 
This he intended te do as briefly as possible; and 
in the discussion he should endeavor to imitate the 
courtesy which had so clearly distinguished the lan- 
guage and manner of tke honorable Sengtor. 

Tse Senator first referred to page eight of the 
message, where the President speaks of a National 
Debi and a National Bank. The Senator did not, 
at that time, consider it within his object to make 
any remarks in reference to the President’s obser- 
vations as to a Bank; bat it was to the views ex- 
pressed in the message on the subjec! of a national 
debt to which his attention. was directed, and to 
which his attention was directed with that po‘ntand 
foree wh'ch always characterize the Senators mind, 
and he might perhaps say, on this occasion, the in. 
genuity which sometimes characterizes his argue 
ments. Efe had asked if the President supposed, 
or if any bedy supposed, that there was a pariy in 
this country friendiy to a national debt, per se, He 
(Mr. Wnicut) did not. believe that position met 
the President’s remarks at all, for he did not un- 
derstand ihe President as offering his views and 
urging his reasons against the contraction and per- 
petuation of a national debt on the ground that 
it was a debt to be contracted for the single 
and sole love of the debt for itself. ‘He under- 
stood the President as taking other and higher 
ground, and as exdeavoriag to impress upon his 
countrymen, on the occasion. which called. forth 


that message, the evils of debt under any cir- 
cumstances, however, under whatever circum- 
stances, and for whatever consideration contract- 
ed,ani attempting to convince them that it should 
be avoided at- all times and upon all oc- 
casions, and for all considerations, when the 
safety and honor of the nation will permit. Such 
he understood to be the drift and purport of the 
message upon this very important topic. Yet he 
(Mr. W.) was prepared to go farther than the Pre- 
sident had gone, and say what he kad not said. 
He would say, not that there is a political party in 
this country in favor of, a national debt, per se; 
but that there are interests in this country so in fa- 
vor of a national debt—interests which ever had, 
do now, and.ever will favor the existence and per- 
petuation of a national debt, per sz, for itself,for the 
advantages they derive from it. He believed those 
interests existed in every civilized country—he be- 
lieved they were ever active—and he believed they 
constituted an influence, against which it was one 
of the prominent objects of the President to 
warn Congress and the country. What are 
those interests which naturally favor a nation- 
al debt, per se; a national debt for itself, and for 
the benefit to be derived from its existence? Re- 
tired capitalists, men who have withdrawn from 
business, with a capital which they wish to pre- 
serve for themselves and their families, constitute 
one such interest, Such persons naturally desire 
a permanent and safe investment for their money; 
aud it is most rational that they should vastly pre- 
fer their country as their debtors, if it be of good 
standing and credit, to any other. Look at Eng- 
land. What supports and perpetuates the aris- 
tocracy of wealth there but the British national 
debt? It rests upor the debt, and could not be sus- 
tained without it, and the indebtedness of the csun- 
try is its strength end power. Mr. W. said hespcke 
not of this interest, as now existing in this country, 
in censure; it was as natural as existence its.4f; it 
must grow up in every prosperous community; 
will ever exist in some jorm, and can only be 
curbed and controlled by a people and Govern- 
ment free from debt. 

But was there not another interest, and an 
important one in every commercial commu- 
nity, which was benefited by, and therefore 
was in favor of the existence of a national 
debt for itself? He spoke of that great interest 
connected with foreign commerce, and desirous of 
a medium of convenient remittance between its own 
and foreign countries. Why, he had seen frequently 
the utility of a national debt pressed upon the 
country for this cause; and quite recently articles 
had appeared in the public newspapers—and arti- 
cles written with great ability—stating that since 
the extinguishment of our debt, fluctnations 
in our paper system had been more frequent 
and more deleterious, and contending that the cx- 
istence of a national debt, and its influence on com- 
mercial transactions, were necessary to give that 
system stability. But a year ago, a proposition 
was deliberately put forth of that character, recom- 
mending that this country should create.a debt, not 
singly to furnish these commercial accommodations, 
bat urging that these would be necessary incidental 
benefits, while other great objects, valuable in the 
mind of the writer, were supposed to warrant the 
contraction of the proposed debt of hundreds of 
millions. These were not all. 

There was a third interest, which embraced 
that class of enterprising; acute persons, who 
seek a living, and their fortunes, by dealing in 
stocks—-the class of brokers. They, as a class 
of men, must be attached to a national debt 
per se, for nothing could be more desirable in 
the stock market than an. abundance of na 
tional stocks and securities, and that abundance of 
customers, seeking investments and a market, 
which a full supply of superior stocks would never 
fail to present to that department of trade. Such 
securities, too, must have a tendency to keep the 
prices of socks more stable, and thus render the 
profits of the broker more certain, and his calling 
more safe, if not more lucrative. 

A farther interest, having the same natural ten- 
dency, was the money incorporations of the coun- 
try, authorized to deal in stocks and exchange, or 
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practically so dealing, with or without authority. 
These institutions, more naturally than the brokers, 
must favor the existence of a national debt, per se, 
inasmuch as the profits of their business would be 
equally involved, while their own stability would 
be much more esseatially promoted. He did not 
enumerate this interest with any political reference. 
It was an existing interest in our country, and in 
every commercial country in the world; and it 
would, most likely, continue to exist, so long as 
trade and commerce existed. Properly restrained, 
it was a healthful interest to trade and commerce, 
while, without restraint, it was a fearful interest. 
It was always active, and at times powerful 
beyond the careless estimate of a confiding people. 
Yet it was an interest which a people free from 
debt need not fear, but from which any people 
loaded with debt, publie or private, had every 
thing to apprehend. It was a corporate interest, 
representing no feeling to which human beings are 
sueceptible, and destitute, from its nature, of all 
human sympathies. 

There was still another interest which should be, 
in his judgment, in favor of a national debt 
per se. He referred to the men and interests in the 
country which favored the establishment and pre- 
servation of a National Bank as an institution 
to regulate our currency and eredit. He did not 
speak of this interest as that of a political party 
in the country, or as connected with any existing 
political party. His object was to follow the 
course of argument of the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts, and take a financial view of the 
topics under discussion; and he believed in his 
heart that every man wha desired the establish- 
ment and perpetuation of a National Bank in the 
United States, should desire, as the only safe and 
secure foundation for such an institution, a perma- 
nent national debt. In his opinion, that was the 
only safe corner stone, the cniy secure defence, for 
a Wational Bank in this country. It was not his 
object, upon the present occasion, to question the 

atriotism, or purity of purpose, of avy friend of a 

atiunal Bank. He would not, if he could avoid 
it, make this discussion political, much less par- 
tisan. 

He bad looked at our own history, and found 
that a national debt had been the apology, and, as 
he thought, the controlling cause, of our two former 
National Banks; and he believed further, that the 
existence and continuance of the debt had given to 
both the mort of the permanency and stability 
which they had manifested to the country, as mo- 
ney institutions controlling our currency and 
credit. 7 

He had also referred himself to the pecuniary in- 
stitutions of England, and became equally satisfied 
that the National Bank there could not sustain 
itself for an hour, with its conceded power over the 
paper system of that commercial country, if discon- 
nected from the British national debt. The capital 
of the bank consists of the debt, and the country is 
its debtor for the credititcommands. How, then, is 
the country to get rid of the bank but by the pay- 
ment of the debt, and how caa the debtor, though 
the proudest Government in the world, control the 
ereditor, while these embarrassing relations exist? 
It cannot be done, and hence the Bank of England 
must be as enduring as the debt of England. 

So here. So every where. Whena Govern- 
ment is in debt, and requires a permanent credit 
beyond its means of payment, it may require a Go- 
vernment bank to manage and regulate its fiscal 
affairs; to extend credit when its necessities require, 
andso regulate private business as to make that ex- 
tension safe and profitable to itself. 

He mast then repeat, that, in his judgment, every 
man and every interest, in this country, favorable 
te a National Bank should be also favorable toa 
national debt,as the only safe foundation upon 
which such a superstructure can be erected with 
any reasonable promise of permanency. 

He must conclude, therefore, that there were 
in this country interests, strong, powerfal, and ac- 
tive interests, in favor of a national debt ner se; 
that these interests have favored, do new favor, 
and will continue to favor the contraction and per- 
petuation of a national debt for the advantages 
which they may derive from it, and that the Presi- 


dent was wise ia- warning his. countrymen. against, 
their influence in this direction. , Other. interests. 
might be added to the enumeration, but these. wera: 
sufficient to clucidate the argument, and ‘show the; 
danger to be constantly apprehended. `. ae 

The honorable Senator, if Mr. Wmanr had wae 
derstood him correctly; admitted that the views. 
of the President, as expressed in his message, wpon, 
the subject of a national debt, were correct and 
sound, but seemed to question his. right to give 
them to his countrymen, beeause, ashe contended, 
they were contrary to the practice of the Adininis- 
tration, and of the President as its head. 

To prove this position, he asserts thatthe pre- . 
sent is the first Administration, under our instity 
tions, which has begun agnational debt in tim 
peace. The assertion is true; and yet i 
presentation of the point intended to be 
Is it calculated to do ju8tice to the President or to. 
his admipistration? Why did not the Senator tell 
us that the administration of General Jackson was 
the first, under our institutions, which ever paid a 
national deu? It would have been as trae; and 
yet the assertion, presented in this way, would have 
been calculated to do injustice to every Adminis. 
tration preceding that of General Jackson. The 
fact is that no Administration, prior to- that of Mr. 
Van Buren, bad ever existed, under our Constitu- 
tion, which could begin a national debt, because 
every preceding Administration had found. a.na- 
tional debtin existence. Such a debt was contract- 
ed daring the war of the Revolution, before. our 
present Government was formed,and was first finally 
extinguished during the administration of General 
Jackson; and yet he believed he was safe in saying 
that every Administration had borrowed money, 
and thus added to the existing debt, and had made 
payments towards its extinguishment.. While, 
therefore, it was true that no Administration, prior 
to that of Mr. Van Baren, had begun a debt, either 
in atime of pearce or war, and that no Administra- 
tion, prior to that of Génera! Jackson, had paid off 
and extinguished our national debt, it was also true 
that all Administrations, as weil in peace as war, 
had borrowed money, contracted debts, and paid 
debts. The simpic assertion of the Senator, then, 
that Mr. Van Buren’s was the first Administration 
which had begun a debt in time of peace, did not, 
in his judgment—and he pronounced the opinion 
with deference—present fairly to the country’ the 
President, or his administration. 

It might be proper here to remark, that if the 
subsequent positions of the Senator were sound, ‘no 


` debt had been begun under Mr, Van Buren’s ad- 


ministration, because a national dett had not 
ceased to exist. ‘That which had been treated as 
oar national debt in our Jaws and in our fiscal ae- 
couals, was extinguished during the adminis‘ration 
of General Jackson; but if the items of Indian and 
other claims referred to by the Senator, are ‘to. be 
set down as items of national: debt, then hes our 
national debt never been paid, and the administra- 
tion of Mr, Van Buren cannot have “begun” such 
a debt. 

The true and fair question is, however, why 
and under what circamstarces has avy portion of 
debt been contracted under this Administration? 

It would not be necessary for him, Mr. W. said, 
to spend much time in answering this inquiry, as 
mosi of the Senators present were members of the 
body in 1837, and would retain personal recollee- 
tioss of the whole matter. All would remember 
tha! Congress was convened extraordinarily, for 
the single purpose of supplying th: Treasury ‘and 
enabling it to preserve the public faith and honor; 
that this call was not made at a time of ssarcity or 
want in the public funds, but when. our revenues 
were most abundant, when we had milions on de- 
posite with the banks, and millions due from them; 
that their inability to pay the drafis cf the Trea- 


| sarer, in conformity with the laws of Congress, 


created the want and compsled the eail of Con- 
gress; and that the same inability of the banks 
compelled us, by the admission of all, to borrow 
money upon the credit of the people to keep the 
National Treasury in operation. 

This new debt was not, then, contracted, or, in 
the language of the Senator, “began,” because the 
extravagance of the Administration had expended”. 
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our stbstance. No, but because. our trustees—be- 
catise those with whom the money of the people 
had been placed for safe keeping, could. not pay 
upon demand according to our laws—because our 
millions upon millions were without ovr control, in 
the keeping of banking institutions, and the credit 
of the people was resorted to to sustain the faith 
and honor of the country. What was the extent 
of the power then conferred upon the Administra- 
tion to contract adebt? If his recollection served 
him, it was $10,000,080. And what were our 
dues from the banks alone?. If ke was not mista- 
ken, some thirteen or fourteen million cf dollars; 
and beyond that, one of the prominent and worthy 
objects of the joan was to extend indulgence upon 
duty bonds to the merchfnts cf the country, who 

fre egually distressed with the publie treasury 
from fife revulsions of the time. Under such cir- 
cumstances it was that the present Administration 
“began a debt in time of peace.” s 

The next positionof the henorable Senator is 
that the administration of Mr. Van Buren has ex- 
pended much more money annually than the 
accruing revenue. That he (Mr. Wricur) be- 
lieved to be true; bet he did not proposed 
to fcllow the Senator at all in the data given 
toprove the position; he would say what he 
was sure would not be controverted, that the Ad- 
mini-tration had expended, year by year, jast so 
much and no mere money than Congress had ap- 
propriated and ordered to be expended—that every 
year the appropriations of Congress had exceeded 
by millions the estimates of expenditure presented 
to iv by the Executive Depariments—and that it 
was a matter for Congress to provide the means to 
meet the expendituresitself directed. Bat it would 
not have been unjust to that Administration if the 
honorable Senator had said, in passing, that during 
every year of its existence, the mass of the public 
expendiiu-es had been materially and rapidly re- 
duced. Te expenditures of 1838 were showa by 
the Presidents message and the Secretary’s report, 
the two documents to which the Senator had refer- 
red in this discussion, to be less than of 1837. 
Those of 1839 were some six millions less; those 
for 1840 had been from two to three millions less 
than those for 1839, and the estimates for 1841 
were materially less than those for any preceding 
year. This, then, was both sides of the book—it 
was the present Administration as it is, in refer- 
ence to expenditures. During its term, those expen- 
ditures had been undergoing a rapid reduction, 
from the commencement of its four years to the 
present hour. This was a just ard entire view of 
the matter. 

The next position taken by the honcrable Sena- 
tor was the mcst material one in his argument, and 
without which Mr. W. might not have felt himself 
called upon to make this reply. The Senator did 
not even assert his point; bat, in a manner mest 
courteous, expressed his opinion that the President 
had made a variety of mistakes and omissions in 
his statement of the present national debt, as given 
in his message; that the country is, in fact, more in 
debt than the President and Secretary of the Trea- 
sury have represented itio be; and that, without his 
correction of these mistakes, these excesses of debt 
might be charged over to the coming Administration, 
and the present might retire under sppearances more 
favorable then the facts would warrant. 

To examine these opinions and apprehensions of 
the honorable Senator, and to try them by the fue! 
shonid now be his aim. and court, and was the 
purpose wh'ch bad principally induced him to ap- 
pear before the Senate upon the present occasion’ 

It wasadmiited that the President had referred 
to the balance of outstanding Treasury notes truly. 
He had stated that the amount unredeemed did not 
exceed four and a half millions of dollars, but tae 
complaint was that he had represented that as 
the whole debt of the country at the present time, 
and as the amount which would constitute the 
whole debt at the time when he should hard over 
the administradon of its affairs to his suecessor. 
Now, how had the Senator sought to show that the 
President had been mistaken? By referring to what 
was called the trust fands; and principally, and he 
believed entirely, to those portions of those funds 
which appertain to the Indians, In reference to the 


Indian trust funds, he said not that the fact was so, 
but that, on examination, ke was inclined to be- 
believe that portions of them had been actually 
expended for the ordinary uses of the Treasury, and 
were now a debt resting upon the country; that the 
moneys stipulated by Indian treaties to be invested 
had not been all invested, but that some hundreds 
of thousands of dollars of those moneys had been 
paid out and expended, and were now a debi 
against the Treasury. He (Mr. Wricut). had 
taken as much pains to obtain information upon 
these points as the tine which had elapsed since the 
Senator’s remarks were made would permit; and 
as he designed to state the facis fairly, plainly, and 
truly, as far.as he was able, and as the various 
Indian treaties varied in their provisions as to the 
trusts constitnted under them, and conferred upon 
the Unitcd States, he would be compelled to speak 
of certain treaties and certain trusts separately, 
each by itself, to make himself understood, and to 
enable others to understand the facts. He would 
refer, then, in the first place, to the treaty with the 
Chickasaw Indians, as that treaty was peculiar, and 
the trust constituted and assumed was novel in 
cur dealings with the Tadian tribes. In this case, 
the United Sates had become the voluntary trustee 
of the Chickasaws, and had stipulated to sell 
their lands as the publie domain of the United States 
issold, to deductsimply the expenses of the treaty, of 
the survey and sale of the lands, and such other 
expenses as might be incurred for account of the 
Indians, not including any commissions or other 
compensation to the trastee, and to account to them 
for all the moneys which shall remain unexpended. 
In other words, the treaty binds the United States 
to sell the lands of these Indians to the best advan- 
tsge, to account{to them for the whole proceeds, 
and to manage such of their cash funds as shall 
remain in the hands of the Government, without 
charge for trouble or responsibility. 

Upon inquiry at the Treasury Departmen’, he 
learned that a law of Congress had placed the prin- 
cipal part of the money to be received under this 
treaty in charge ef the head of that department, for 
the purpose of investment; that small portions ke- 
longing to Chichasaw orphans and to certain 
members of the tribe denominated “incompe- 
tent Chickasiws,” remained in charge of the 
Secretary of War; that of the money in 
charge of the Secretary of the Treasury, all has 
been invested, over and above the portion con- 
sumedin expenses in conformity with the treaty, 
which there has been time to invest since the re- 
ceip's; that the money is mostly paid in at the 
Pontioc land office, in the State of Misissiapi, 
and some lime is required to get the resuros of 
sales, and to bring the moncy into the Treasury; 
that there may be now from $20,000 to $30,600 of 
these funds in the land offices, in transitu, and in 
the Treasury, but that no portions of them have 
been expended for the general ures of the Treasu- 
ry, and that iavestments are invariab'y made as 
soon as the sum accumulated is suficient to au- 
thorize a negotiation for stocks. The honorable 
Senator will sce, therefore, that his conjecture that 
some ihree or four hundred thousand dollars of 


these funds had bsen expended is mistaken, and 
that no addition to the publie debt is to te sought 
in this quarter. 

Whether cr not there were small sums arising 
under this treaty in the care of the War Depart- 
ment, and not yet invested, hedid not know, as time 
had not allowed him to call upon the head of that 
Department for the informaticn. Sil te supposed 
ths information immaterial for this argument, as 
money in the charge of the War Department could 
not bein the Treasury, and therefore could not be 
reached by awarrant upon the Treasury, or ex- 
pended in the ordinary calls upon i. 

It was proper here to remark fariher that the 
only Indian money ia the charge of the Sceretary 
ofthe Treasury fer investment is the portion of the 
Chickasaw fund before pointed cat. All those 
genes arising under other treaties, are, by ihe 
reaties, committed to the charge of the Secretary of 
War, and Congress has’ not yet transferred their 
custody to the Treasury: 

Investments of Indian moneys, to large amounts, 
had been made boih under the direction of the Seç- 


retary of War-and the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and accounts of the transactions had been Jaid be- 
fore Congress. The honorable Senator had referred 
to them, and had spoken of the prices in some cases 


-paid for stccks, in a manner to give the impression 


that he suspected the investments had not been pru- 
dently and cautiously made.. Mr. Wricut believed 
all the investments had been confined to stocks of 
the States, a description of security which he felt 
sure that Senasor would not willingly depreciate or 
disparage, and ifhe would refer to the dates of the 
respective investments, and to the prices current of 
the stocks in the principal markets of the country, 
at the several periods, little ground would be dis- 
covered for complaint upon this point. ; 

He would now pass to another elass of refer- 
ences made by thg honorable Senator, and where, 
in the opinion of Mr. Wriant, he approximated 
more nearly to the discovery of a debt, techninally 
speaking, which is not noticed by the President. 
He alluded to the Senator’s reference to several 
Indian treaties in a group, viz:" 


One with the Ottawas and Chippewas, $200,000 
“ Osages, p 69,120 

“6 Nelawares, 46,080 

t Sioux of Mississippi, 300,000 

K Sacsand Foxesof Mississippi, 200,000 

“ Sacs and Foxes of Missouri, 157,400 

se Winnebagoes, 1,100,000 

“ Creeks, 350,000 

“ Saways, 157,500 
$2,580,100 


These treaties severally stipulate that the sums 
above named shall be invested by the United States 
for the benefit of the- several tribes of Indians 
named, and he believed it to be true that, as yet, 
none of the sums had been invested, but that Con- 
gress had preferred to appropriate annually the in- 
terest upon them, as a part of the current annual 
expenses of the country. All of the treaties except 
one, that with the Delawares, had been concluded 
since the commencement of the year 1837, and his 
information was that,in all the caser, very few 
sales of the lands, ceded by the respective treaties, 
had yet been made; not enough, in many cases, to 
cover the expenses of the treaties, and in none sufti- 
cient to bring into the Treasury any considerable 
portion ef the capital required to be invest: d. 

Another reason exists for the non-investment of 
these sums, which has its foundation ia the Consti- 
tution of the country. It is that Congress has 
neither provided nor appropriated the money re- 
quired to make the investment; and withott an 
appropriation by law, neither the Secretary of the 
Treasury, nor the President, can take ‘money from 
the ‘Treasury for these or any other purposes. The 
treaties create the liability against the United States 
for the $2,580,100, but it is not a debt within the 
law, and cannot be noticed as such by the fircal 
officer, until Congress recognise it, and provide for 
it by the proper constitutional apnrepriation. . The 
treaties are the acts of the President and Senate, 
the treaty making power of the country, but Con- 
gress end the President, the Jaw making power, 
can alone pay money even under a treaty. If then 
every acre of the land ceded by the Indians, and 
purchased by and for the benefit of the United’ 

tates under these several treaties, were to be sold 
to-morrow, and the money paid into the Treasury, 
neither the Secretary of War, nor the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury, nor any other person, could legally, 
or constitutionally, invest one dollar of it, or 
pay it out under gny provision of the treaties, until 
Congress shall have appropriated it by law, and di- 
rected its application. In these cases, as he had 
before said, the lands had not been sold, the money 
had not come into the Treasury, and Congress had 
preferred rather to appropriate the annual interest, 
than to borrow the money in advance, for the sin- 
gle purpose of funding it. 

He cheerfully admitted that the amount was a 
debt, as far as the treaty-making power. could im- 
pose a debt upon the country; but it. was nota li- 
ability upon the Treasury, within ike laws of Con- 
gress, and could not, therefore, be recognised as a 
debt by the Secretary of the Treasury, ia presenting 
the state of the Treasury, its means and Habilities, 
to Congress. The Government was bound to pay 
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the interest upon. these sums to the Indians, or for- 
feit its faith, pledged through the treaty-making 
power, or it was bound to invest the principle so 
that the Indians might receive the interest from 
other debtors. Congress had exercised its option, 
and prefeired to appropriate the interest simply, 
and wait the sale of the lands to realize the capital 
to be invested. 

(Here Mr. Wensrer inquired, Where did Con- 
gress get the option?”] f 

Mr. Waicur asked, does it not follow, from the 
very nature of the transactions between the par- 
ties? The Indians sell and convey their lands to 
the United States, and surrender the title and pos- 
session together, upon the faith of treaty stipula- 
tions. In consideration of the lands sold, the 
United States agree to hold certain portions of the 
purchase mozey, and invest them for the Indians. 
The United States alone are trusted, and the receipt 
by the Indians of the annual interest upon the sums 
to be invested is a good compliance with the con- 
tract to them. Would it not be a perfect technical 
compliance, if the Government were, by way of 
investment, to issue to the Indians its own stocks? 
And ean it be material, so long as the United States 
choose to remain the debtors, whether this form be 
gone through with, or the treaty be left as the evi- 
dence of liability, and Congress annually appro- 
priate the interest on the money as it would upon 
the stocks? It seemed to him that the inquiry of 
the Senator raised a distixction without a difference 
of interest on either side, and questioned the right 
of Congress to its option in a case where the option 
could not but exist from the nature of the 
transactions. The most the Indians can claim is 
the liability of the Uni'ed Sta‘es for the interest and 
principal of their money. ‘That they have by the 
solemnity of treaty stipulations, while the money is 
not invested. Whenit shall be, they may have se- 
eurities of a less desirable character, but in con- 
formity with their contract. Tae only question, 
then, which could inflaence Congress, in its option, 
was the interest of this Government and the con- 
venience of iis Treasury. 

Could it be wise for Congress, in the fulfilment 
of treaties of this character, and with such parties, 
and at a time when there wa» not a surplus of mo- 
ney in the Treasury, to have direcied loans upon 
the credit of the people for the payment of debts, 
the payment of which was not a matter of feeling 
or interest with the creditor, and for the eventual 
payment of which an ample fund had been pro- 
vided by the terms of the contract which made the 
debt? Could loans have been made at a rate of 
interest less than that stipulated to be paid to the 
Yodians? That will nct be pretended. 

- Where, then, is the cause of complaint, or of 
fault? Itis simply in the assumption that here is 
a debt not mentioned by the President, and still 
a.debt against the public Treasury and the people 
of the country, 

Is this so, in the sense in which the complaint 
has been preferred by the honorable Senator 
against the message of the President? Mr. 
Wricut had admitted that there was a liability to 
pay, and an ample fund in the lands ceded by the 
Indian treaties to make the payment, and had at- 
tempted to show that Congress had acted wisely in 
appropriating the interest upon the money merely, 
until the sale of the lands should bring into the 
Treasury interest and principal, and thus enable 
the investment to be made without the contraction 
of a permanent debt. 


. Was there any thing in all this new or singular, , 


or peculiar to this Administration? How long had 
this Government been making treaties with the In- 
dians for the purchase of their land, and contract- 
ing obligations with them? And if these are items 
of the public debt, why not their annuities for the 
purchase of the same land:, which are cf a large 
amount? They are debts in the nature of -invest- 
ments, but they are never reported as part of the 
public debt of the country. Neither are to be 


found in any report heretofore made from the fi- 
nancial department of the Government, under any 
Administration which kas ever existed, as items of 
our pablic debt. They are not so by the law, and 
they have never been so treated in practice. He 
had in his possession a document which he had ob- 
tained for another purpose, and which contained a 
schedule of the entire Indian treaties up to last 
year. He should think—for hz had not taken the 
trouble to couut them—that there were several hun- 
dreds, and on casting his eye over them this morn- 
ing, he found they commenced, at the latest, as 
early a3 1790, and bad been made constantly, if 
not strictly annually, up to this time. 

The practice of s ipulating 1o invest sums of ca- 
pital, though not new in the administration of cur 
Indian affairs, had greatly increased within the 
last few years. He had had occasion to beccme 
personally acquainted with an old case. Here- 
ferred to the deposite, by the Seneca Indians of 
New York, of the sum of £100,000 with the Uni- 
ted States, being part of the consideration money 
for their possessory title to their reservations under 
the stipulation on the part ef this Government, as 
he was informed and believes, that they should re- 
ceive six per cent. interest upon their capital so 
loaned. He spoke from recollection, and would 
not be confident, but his impression was that the 
contract was entered into in 1806. He could far- 
ther inform the Senator, that, during the adminis- 
tration of John Quincy Adams, this money had 
been invested in the three per cent. stocks of the 
United States, then outstanding, and that Congress, 
while he was a member «f the other branch, as he 
now recollected and believed, appropria'ed the 
other $3,600, or about that sum, fo make up to the 
Indians the interest to whieh they were entitled. 
This was an old case, and he spoke from memory 
in regard to it; but from it the honorable Senator 
could see that, if we were now togo back to the 
commencement of our Indian relations and bring 
up anew account of public debt, we should be 
compelled to look far behind the time of Mr. Van 
Buren, as well as to begin an entire new calcula- 
tion of debt. If the honorable S-nator would look 
for the investment of this Seneca fund of $100,000, 
he thought he would Jovk in vain, and yet i: had 
never appeared in any statement from the Treasu- 
ry,asan itemof our publicdebt. Aa estimate 
for the interest would be found in every annual esti- 
mate of expendi‘ure since the redemption of the 
Government stock in which the last investment was 
made, but the capital was not mentioned, because 
ithad not been reappropriated fora different in- 
vestment. Still the Senator would not be disposed 
to charge this $100,000 to the present Administra- 
tion, as a debt contracted by it, and to be unjustly 
palmed off upon iis successors. 

Yet this was but a fair sample of the policy of 
going back into these Indian relations to find an 
existing debt, not disclosed, against the present 
Administration. If we adopt the idea, we must go 
back, not to 1806, but to 1790, and bring up the 
account through all the Administrations which 
have existed under our Constitution, and then solve 


the question, whether that Administration is to be | 


most censured for contracting debt, which has suc- 
ceeded in extinguishing most Indian title to the 
public domain of the country, or whether the debts 
so contracted have been and are considered as 
resting upon a sure fund for thric redemption in 
the lands purchased, while the treaties are, in every 
other respect, benéficial to the country, to its popu- 
lation and prosperity, and to its Treasury. 

He believed the last and th: present Administra- 
tions had extinguished more Indian titles, and 
brought more of the public lants into the market, 
and within the reach of settlement, than any other 
two, if not more than all preceding Administra- 
tions; and, as a necessary consequence, the amounts 
of purchase money paid, and agreed to be paid, in 
the shape of annuities, investments, and otherwise, 
would be greater than under previcus Administra- 
tions. But what had hitherto been the estimate 


| 


placed by the country upon such policy successfully 
prosecuted?) Had we been in the habit of setting 
down these purchases of Indian lands as bad: and 
losing bargains? As imposing burdens upon the 
Treasury, and debts upon the country? Or asime 
proving the public revenues, and strengthening the 
Treasury, while they enriched the country? Had 
it ever been supposed that the lands purchased 
were not much more than sufficient to pay the 
debts contracted? 

If, however, this movement was the indication 
of a change of policy by the coming Administra- 
tion in regard to the lands; ifthe tund thiis.pro- 
vided to pay these debts is to be separated from 
the debts; if the lands, or their proceeds, are to be 
given away, and the liabilities incurred under the 
Indian treaties are to be left unpaid upon the hands 
of this Government, then indeed the amounts dae 
to the Ind'ans, as well in annuities as investments, 
cr otherwise, may justly be counted as debts, as 
permanent, enduring debts, only to be paid by taxe 
ation upon the people. He would tell the Senator, 
however, that that Administration, and that party, 
which shall adopt this new policy, and give away 
the lands without discharging these obligations in- 
curred for their purchase, will be the Administra- 
tion and the party which will charge these sums 
upon the people as debts, and which must bear the 
responsibility of the act. 

The honorable Senator proposes to have a new 
set of books opened, to protect the next Administra. 
tion from the debts and liabilities incurred by this; 
to establish what he calls “a rest” between them. 
Mr. Waicut would go with him to do this; but he 
should insist that the accounts be fairly stated, and 
the books fairly kept; that when the Senator had 
charged the administration of Mr. Van Buren with 
the debis due to the Indians, he should credit it with 
the lands which formed the consideration for the 
debts. In this way, the account would present the 
whole truth, and he did not fear the responsibility 
of balancing the book so kept. 

He was aware that one most expensive treaty 
had been made, not by this, but the last Adminis« 
tration, without profit to this Government, He re- 
ferred to the last treaty with the Cherokecs, for the 
extinguishment of their title to their lands, ‘These 
lands were principally in the State of Geurgia, and 
the Indian title was extinguished for the benefit of 
that State, and not of the National Treasury. Yet 
this treaty was but a late fulfilment of an obliga- 
tion resting upon this Government in favor of that 
State, and almost as cld as the Government itself; 
an obligation entered into to acquire its title to a 
large portion of the public domain, and upon which, 
therefore, the moneys paid and payable under that 
treaty are justly chargeable, and from the proceeds 
of which they should be reimbursed to the public 
Treasury. 

Still, this treaty being included, the proceeds of 
the public lands would clear all former Adminis- 
trations, as well as the present, from any responsi- 
bility fur debts contracted under Indian treaties. 
Let the new set of books, then, show both sides of 
the account, and contain a full and fair statement 
of the whole matier, and we shall not rear that this ` 
or any other Administration has run the country in 
debt by the extinguisbment of the Indian title to our 
immense public domain. Let the proceeds of the 
lands stand against the moneys paid and the liabi» 
lities incurred, and see if these have been bad and 
unprofitable and losing bargains, 

Is this to be charged at this. day, and from that 
quarter? How long is it since we heard a very 
different account of there Indian contracts? Since 
he had been honored with a seat kere, the charge 
had been made in this chamber, and repeated much 
more loudly and widely out of it, tbat our Indian 
policy was a swindlitg policy; tha: we were pur- 
chasing their lands‘fur a song, and driving them to 
the ends of the earth for a resting p'ace. Then, the 
charge was that we wele making cruel bargains 
with the ignorant savages, the poor Indians! Now, 
it is that this Administration has been loading the 
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country with debt by making these same bargains. 
Ii will not do, said Mr. W.; it is too soon to make 
this short turn, and wholly change the character of 
tae Complaints growing out of our Indian reiations. 
The facts will not sustain the last position. The 
Dargains, as a whole, have been prefitable, vastly 
profitable, to the public treasury, and the lands yet 
unsold constitute a fund a hundred foid more than 
sufficient to discharge every remaining. liability. 
So much for this mede of showing the President 
in error in his statement of our public debt, 
- The-kcnorable Senator proceeded to enumerate 
oiher heads, under which he did not assert, but ex- 
ressed his suspicion that there were existing debts. 
He did. not attempt to enumerate items of debi, 
_ and it was impossible for Mr. Wrienr to conjec- 
ture what the items were, or for what the debts 
were. suspected to have been contracted. The 
heads enumerated were, debis for the public works, 
debts for the Fiorida war, debts for Indian depreda~ 
tions at the north, and deb:s fer other things. 


Well, now as tothe debts for public works; there 
might be such, but he (Mr. Waicur) did not know 
what they were—he did nct know that there were 
any. He was <ure it could not be possible that the 
Senator intended simy ly to inform us that there were 
public works commenced which it was the interest 
of the country to prosecute, and that money was 
to bė appropriated for them. And if there was a 
debt for public works, olher than sucha prospective 
obligation, he was iznorantof ii. Jf that description 
of account was to be ovened, he would akandon the 
discussion with the single remark that the hot ora- 
ble Senator would be fortanate if he found the new 
Administration clear of obligations of th u character, 
either at its ecmmencement cr its close. 

What was the debt growing cut of the Florida 
wai? He (Mr. Waicur) was ignorant of it, unless 


it consisted of-claims for lossessustaine ! by citizens 


in consequence of that war; and did any man sup- 
pose tha: the President of the United States, or the 
Secretary of the Treasury, was authorized to present 
those claims to the country zs a part of its public 
debt? Are they so, in fact? They nave been pre- 
sented year after year, and session afier session, to 
the Congress of the United States, and a Congress 
has not yet been found to recognise a dollar of 
them. And were the executive officers, in the face 
of this action of Congress, 10 deciaie them public 
debts, to staite their ammount, ava call upon Con- 
gress for provision for iheir paymen'? The siigh- 
est reficction would convince the Sena’ or that such 
was a very uncertain and dangerous way to make 
up an amount of debt, It woul be nothing short 
of Execuilve usurpation of a fearfel character. 

Then the debts for Indian deprecalions at the 
Norih—as, if be undersiccs the Gesator carreeily, 
this was one of his heads of enameration—he knew 
nothing of them—he knew not what or where they 
wefe? 

But there were “debts for other thiags:” yes; 
why did not the honorable Senator bring in the five 
millions for French spotiations pievi-us to the 
year 1890? That was as mucha d-btas the ethers, 
It was a claim not recognised by Congress. The 
honorable Senator believed itwasa debi; he (Mr. 
Wricnrt) did not. Why not call up the pension 
list? That:s a debt which we must pay unul the 
gallant old soldiers are no more. It was jast as 
properly presented as the Indian arnuines. Why 
not present the claims of the heirs of the Jate Ro- 
beri Fulton? Many supposed thal ajust debt. The 
Mead claim? Many thought similarly of that. 
In short, why not present the tea thousand claims 
which their Secretary told him would, ina day or 
two, be invenioried, under a resoixtion of the Se 
nate of the last session? There are ten thousand 
claims.on the files cf the two Houses of Congress, 
and are they debis, to be charged to tbe administra- 
tion of Mr. Van Buren? Was this to be done be 
fore Congress had recognised their justice, or made 
them debts at all? He boped not, and ke believed 
not. hae 

Again, the honorable Senator said, if he (Mr. 
Wrriant) understcod him aright, that the Secreiary 
of the Treasury bad authoriz:d the assumption that 
this Adminisiration was to tsrow a balance of deb 
on the next, by the a ‘100 that he did not antici 


| Treasury for the present year, row upon cur ta 


pate the paymentof the outstanding Treasury notes 
previous to March, 1842. | f 

Mr. WEBSTER observed that he was not con- 
scious of having stated that. 

Mr. WRIGHT did not wish to misrepresent the 
Senator, kut he hed so uncersiood him, and so read 
h's rémarks, published in the Intelligencer of this 
morning. He woald, however, refer to the 7th 
page of the annual report of the Secretary of the 


bles, to prove that such was not his anticipation, 
but that he expecied the revenues of 1841 would 
meet the expenses of that year, redeem the whole 
outstanding balance of four and a half -milions of 
Treasury notes, and leave in the Treasury, in mo- 
ney, on the Ist of January, 1842, the sum of 
$824,273: 

The siatement of the Secretary is as follows: 

“More deiails concerning the estimates of the 
next year will be proper, and will illustrate the 
correctness of some of the preceding resnlis 

It may be stated, from the best data in possession 
of this Department, that the receipts, under the ex- 
isting laws, will probably be as follows: 
Fronm cusioms - - - $19,000,000 
From Jands - > - ~ 3,500,000 
From mizcetlaneous ~ . > 80,000 
Add the expected balance in the Tie- 

sury, available on the Ist of Janu- 

ary next - > - 


8 


1,586,855 
The aggtegaie of ordinary means for 

the next year would then be 
There will be noting more, either of 

principal or interest, due from 

banks, which is likely to be made 

available, «xcept about = 
A powcr wil exist, under the act of 


24,160,855 


3ist March, 1840, to issue Trea- ji 


sory Notes till a year frm its pas- 
sage expires, bat not to make the 
whole emission outstanding at any 
one time exceed five millions of 
dollars. i 
This will furnish additional means, 
equai to the computedamount which 
can be issued at ihe close of the pre- 
sent year, being about > 


s 


Fleret, there may be added, from 
theses several sonrces, 20 much as fo 
make the whole means for the 
reri year -~ - - 
On the other hand, the expendilures 
for J41, for ordinary purpeges, if 
Congress make no redaction in the 
R lations requested by tha dif 
ferent depariiments, are estimated at 


24,723,473 


19 250,000 


This won'd leave x balance in the Trea- 
sury, at the clove of the year, equal 
to - - a % 


6 


5,473,473 
But certain payments must also be | 
made cn secount of 
and unfunded debi, unless Congress 
authorize contracts to he formed for 
extendig the time of their pay- 
ment. Thus, there will be required, 
On account of the funded debt, chief- 


ly for the cities of this Distriet «= $149 200 
For the rdempiion of Treazury notes, 
if al the others be issued which can 
be under the present law; as then 
the amount returned. within A. D. 
1841 will probably not exceed = 4,500,060 
$4,649,200 


Estimated balance ia the Treasury st 
the close of the next year, atter ail 
payments whatever - = $824 273” 
It was not then supposed by the Secretary, that 

this debt of fourand a half millions was to be 

larewn over to 1842. He expressly anticipated 
its paymeniin 1841. He would now pass very 
briefly to other topic. 


i Nationa! Legislature. 


| sent the public will and choice. 


22),000 | 


342:618 $ 


ire funded H 


The honorable Senator complained that -the 
President, in his message, and the Secretary, in i 


his report, had made reference to the money 
on deposi'e with the States, and called, with 
earnestness, to know whether the President, or 
the Secretary, had recommended the withdraw- 
alof that money, or any part of it He (Mr. 
Wricnt) fonnd no such recommendation, and 
for the best of all reasons, in his judgment— 
there was no necessity for it; the revenue of the 
year 1841 was expecied to be equal to the expendi- 
tures of 1841, including the redemption of four and 
ahalf millions of Treasury notes. The deposite 
with the States was referred to as an item of pro- 
perty, belonging to this Government, but was not 
mentioned as in the power of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, or of the President. It was in the 
hands of Congress, an accumulation of former 
years, when taxation was heavier than at the 
present time, and was referred to, to show that there 
was no cause for ineressed taxation upon the 
people; that the Government, as such, was pose 
sessed of means to discharge every existing liabili- 
ty, and to present a balance of some seventeen or 
elghteen millions, for ihe future di position of the 
This certainly could be no 
justcause of complaint. The President and the 
Secretary had been in the exercise of most respon- 
sible trusts. They were about to surrender them 
to others, who would seem more dircetly to repre- 
It was their duty 
to present a true and full account of the public 
preperty and the public interests, as they supposed 
them to exist, and surely a reference to an interest 
of some twenty-eight millions of safely invested 


‘ money could net be considered singular or censu- 
; rable. 


The honorable Senator had seen fit further to 
complain that the President had not recommended a 
modification of the tariff and an increase of taxation. 
Why should he have done so? The calculations 
and representations of the responsible officer, 
charged with that duty, showed that more re- 
venue was not required for the contemplated ser- 
vice of the coming year. Why then should the 
President have recommended measures for an in- 
crease of revenue? l 


If ther: had been a just anticipation of a defi- 
ciency of means to meet ihe wants of the Treasury, 
it would have been incumbent upon him, as it 
would upon the Secretary, to have pointed out the 


| mode, and recommended the measures, to supply 


that deficiency. Such did not appear to be their 
anticipations, and their communications to Con- 


| gress had been made to couform to their sense of 


their public duties. It might have been very un- 
charitable in him, but when the Senator was ine 
dalging in his remarks upea this point, he could 
not but feel that the gentle was impressed with 
the exceedingly difficult question, the many knotty 
poinis, which the adjastment of the tariff is likely 
to present to the coming Administration; and that 
it was the manifest intcrest of the now dominant 
party in the country that poor defeated Mr. Van 
Buren should come in and make an effort to settle 
it in advance. It could noi fail tc be seen that por- 
tions of that triumphant party would complain of 
any thing which any wan conld recommend upon 
this subject, and the Senator might kindly suppose 
that complaints could not now harm the President. 
So far from reciprocating these feelings, Mr. W. 
r>joiced that it had not been found necessary for 
the present President to touch this vexed question. 
And he could not be mistaken in supposing that it 
would have been indecorous in him, after the tre- 
mendous defeat he had experienced at the late elec- 
tions, to have reached afier disputed topics, with a 
view to their final and pe-manent adjustment by 
himself or his friends. He was taking leave of his 
responsible postion, and Mr. W. rejoiced to be- 
lieve he was doing, what he believed it was alone 
proper for him to do, cenfining himself strictly to 
the discharge of those duties which his short re- 
maining official term icquired at his hands. In re- 
ference to the adjustment of the tariff he had done 
as he should have done—he had left the whole 
matter to those who are to come after hun, and 
who should be, as they claim te be, the more imme- 
diate and ecceptable representatives of the popular 
will, and he (Mr. W.) did not speak untruly 
when he said bis most’ ardent wish was tha 
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they might be able to adjast that difficult 
question happily for the country, and satisfactorily 
to every interest involved. 

A single word more, and he would close. The 
bonorable Senator concluded with a remark which 
manifested a disposition to say that the friends of 
this Administration were, or were to be made, re- 
sponsible for the necessity of an extra session of 
Congress, if a convention of the new. Congress 
should be ordered by the new President. Now he 
(Mr. Wricut) was one of those who should do 
every thing in his power to obviate any such ne- 
cessity; and to accomplish that object with the 
greatest certainty, he should use bis utmost endea- 
vors to keep the appropriations of this session 
within the anticipated means of the year 1841. He 
believed the estimates supplied ail the necessary 
wants, and he intended to adhere to them strictly. 
Having done so, he should cheerfully leave it to 
those who have been placed in power by a iri- 
umphant expression of the populargvoice, to call a 
Congress when they pleased,t and to recommend 
such measures as they pleased. : 

Mr. Wricut having concluded, 3 

Mr. WEBSTER said he shou!d detain the Se- 
nate but a short time in answer to some ef the ho- 
norable member's remarks, a$ he had really not 
met the argument of Mr. Wi yesterday. To begin 
with the subject of Indian freatics. ‘The honora- 
ble member had said that the fund arising from the 
gale of the Chickasaw lands-had all been invested 
to within some forty or fifty: thouSand dollars. Mr. 
W. had founded what he had safd in relation to this 
fund on the returns furnished fo the Senate; and, 
according to that document, te balance uninvested 
amounted to $360,000; but. Wad added that he had 
heard that $90,000 had beenfinvested since the date 
of the returns. Mr. W. haf made no complaint of 
the mode in which this fġfd had been invested, 
so far as it had been invested; and, if 
the whole of it had been invested, so much 
the better. Batin regard to the two and a half 
millions of the fund belonging to the Wianebagoes 
and other tribes, and which, aceording to the 
treaty, was to be invested for the benefit of those 
tribes, Mr. W. asked of the Senate whether Mr. 
Wricar had fairly met the force of the argument 
he had advanced, (if it had any force to be mei?) 
Mr. W. had not complained of the treaty, nor had 
he charged ihe Admunistration with any extrava- 
gance or want of providence is entering into it— 
that was not the point; the point was, that this 
amount constiluied a debt, for the paymeut of 
which it was incumbent on the Government to pro- 
vide; and tha’, as such, it ought to be kept before 
the view of Congress. Toe honcrable member ad- 
mitted that it was a debt, but contended that 
it was notto be reckoned in as a portion of the 
public national debt. If, by this, the honora- 
ble member meant to say that this amount 
formed no part of the debt arising from borrowed 
money, unquestionably he was right; but still it 
was a national debt; the nation owed this money; 
and it entered necessarily, as one important item 
or element, into a statement of the financial condi- 
tion cf ihe Government. The honorable member 
had asked, if this were so, why such a statement 
ought not, in like manner, to inelude the Indian 
annuities? ‘They were included, in effect. Did 
not the annual report from the Department state 
the amount cf those annuities as part of the expen- 
ditures for which Congress was to provide? Are 
they not always in the estimates? So the member 

` atked why the pensions were not to be included? 
The same answer might be made. The amount 
of that expenditure also was annually laid before 
Coagress, and it was provided for as other demands 
on the Government. Mr. W. had not complained 
of this amount of two and a half millions of Ind an 
debt; he himself nad never opposed these treaties; 
all he had contended for was, that, as an amount 
to be provided for, it was as much a pert of the 
public debt as if it had consisted of borrowed mi- 
ney; it was a demand which Congress was bound 
to meet, In any general view, therefore, of the 
liabilities of the Government, was there one ele- 
ment of tbose liabilities which could with more 
truth and justice be inserted than this? 
Mr. W. had said that he commended the argu- 
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ment of the Presiict-t in opposition te a national 
deb!; and he should be quite unwilling to have it 
suppused that any thing he said could be wrested 
(he did not charge that it had been intentionally so 
wrested) to favor the idea of a public debt at all. 
But he must still insist that the language employed 
by the President on the 8:h page of his message did 
refer to past political contesis in this country, and 
did hold out the idea that, from the beginning of the 
Government, in the political contests which had agi- 
tated the country, there had been some men or seme 
parties who were in favor of the creation and ma- 
nufacture of a public debt, as part of their policy; 
and this he (Mr. W.) had denied. The idea in the 
message was not that there were certain great inte- 
rests in the country which were always, from the na. 
ture of things, in favor of such a deb’, on accrunt 
of the advantages derivable from it to themselves, 
as the honorable membcr has argued to-day. If 
the President had stated this, s it had now been 
stated in the speech of the honorable memter, no- 
body could have taken any exception to it, But 
that was not the point. The point of objection was, 
that the message charged this fondness for a na’io.- 
al debt upon some one of the parties who had en- 
gaged in the past political strifes of the country, 
and had represented it as a broad and general 
ground of distixetion between parties; that one was 
the advecate of a national debt as of itself a good, 
and the other the opponent of the existence of a 
debte This he regarded as an imputation wholly 
unfounded, and it was on this ground that he had 
objected to that portion of the Executive communi- 
cation. No facts in our history warranted the al- 
legation. It was mere assumption. 

Mr. W. proceed*d to say that he had, when be- 
fore up, omitted one important item in stating the 
amount of expenditures under the existing Admi- 
nistration beyond ihe xcereing revenue, which 
ousht to be brought to the publie view. T he (Vr. 
W.) was inerrcr, the hon rable member would 
put hira right. fn March, 1836, a law had passed 
postponing the payment of certain revenue bonds 
in consequence of the great fire at New York, for 
three, four, and five years. The great mass of 
these had fallen due, and had been received into 
the Treasury siace the present Administration had 
come into power. The total amount was about 
six millions of doilars. This being so, then the 
whole amount of expenditure, over and above the 
accruing reveuue,would amount to thirty-four mil- 
lions, or thereabouts, aud wonld thus sive an au- 
nual excess of expenditures over receipts ol eight 
and ahalf millions a year; and he insisted, again, 
thal, looking at the matter in a purely financial 
yiew—looking at the comparacive proportion of 
liabilities and of means to discharge them, when 
the President found an excess cf the former conti- 
nuing for four years, atthe rate of eight and a haf 
millions per annum, and did not particularize any 
one branch of expenditure ia which a considerable 
practical deduction could be made, (uniess so far 
ac itmight take place in the pension list by the 
gradual decease of the pensioners;) and when he 
propesed ho new measure as a means of Yeplen- 
ishing the exhausted Treasury, the quesiton for 
Congress and for the nation io consider was, 
whether this was a course safe to be puisued in 
relation to our fiscal concerns? Was it wise, pro- 
vident, and statesmanlike? 

There was one point in which (Mr. W. said) the 
honorabie member from New York had entirely 
misapprehended him. He (Mr. Warenr) had said 
that Mr. W. appeared io desire to avoid as a eriti- 
cal and delicate subject, the questien of the tariff, 
or, rather, had complained that this Administration 
had not taken it up. Now he (Mr. W.) had 
net said a word about the tariff, foriher then to 
state that another great reduction was immediately 


_appreaching in the rate of duties, of which the 


messaze took no notice whatever, while it did not 
fail to refer to two other reductions which had here- 
tofore taken piace. What he (Mr. W ) had said 
on the subject of imposing new duties for revenae, 
had reference solely io silks and wines. This had 
been a delicate poiat with him atno time. He had 
for a long period been always desirous to lay such 
a duly on silks and wines; and it did appear to bim 
ihe strangest thing imaginable—the strangest phase 
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of the existing system cf revenue—that we should 
import so many millions of dollars’ worth of silks 
and wines entirely free of duty, at.the very time 
when the Government: had been compelled; by 
temporary loans, to keep itself in constant debt 
for four years past. So far from considering this 
as a matter of any delicacy, had the Senate the 
constitutional power of originating revenue bills, 
the very first thing he should move, in his place, 
would be to lay a tax on both these art.clesof luxury. 

Were Mr. W. to draw an infererce from: ‘the 
speech of the honorable member, it would’ be” that 
it rather seemed to be his own opinion, and certain- 
ly seemed also to be that of the President, that it 
would be wiser to withdraw the whole or a partof 
the money deposited with the States than. today 
taxes on silks and wines. In this opinion Mri W. 
did not at all concur. ` HM the question were: be- 
tween such a withdrawal and the imposition ‘of 
such a tix, he should without hesitation’ say, lay 
the tax, and leave the money with the Sites where 
it was. He was greatly mistaken if sucha prefe- 
rence did not meet the public approbation. “He 
was for taxing this enormous amount of twenty-or 
thirty millions of foreign predscts imported ina 
single year, and a!l consumed in the country, and 
consumed, as articles of luxury, by the rich alone, 
and leaving the deposites in possession of the States 
with whom they had been pire d. - hgh 

Mr. W. said he telieved he had now noticed so 
much of the hozorable Se iator’s speech as requited 
a reply; and he would resume his seat with ‘again 
repeating that it had been no part of bis purpose to 
ascribe either extravegance ‘or the opposite virtue 
to the Administration in the purchase of Indian 
lands, or other transactions. That was not his ob- 
ject, or his poiat. He only wished to present a 
true financial view of the conditicn of our affairs, 
and to show that our national debt was much 
gieater and more serious than a hasty reader of 
the Presidenv’s message might be led, from its peru- 
sa’, to conclude; and, however warmiy it admo- 
nished the country against a national debt, yet 
these admonitions were all uttered at a moment 
when a national debt had already been begun, and 
begun in time of peace. PA 

Mr. W. having resumed his seat, 

Mr. WRIGHT said he ros to make a very few 
explanations, and would detain tke Senate but a 
few minutes, i 

He thought the Senator in error as to his addi- 
tional six millions of mexns wlich had been ex- 
pended during the term of the present Administra- 
tion, arising from deferred merghants’ bonds. He 
spoke from recollection, and would not be confi- 
dent, bet the only general suspension of bonds 
which he recollected, took place uader the act of 
Congress of the 16:b of October, 1837, pasted at 
the extra session of that year, and that was a sus- 
pension for but nine months, and could only have 
operated upon bends faliing due in that year. 

Ia reference to the Senator’s remark as to: the 
Presideni’s anticipation of a further diminution of 
the expenses of the Government, he preferred that 
the President should speak for himself. The Sena- 
tor said that he assigned no other cau e for. the ex- 
pectation than the diminution of the pension roll by 
death. What the President did say was: 

“Causes are in cperation which will, it is be- 
lieved, justify a stil further reduction, without in- 
jury to any important national interest, The ex- 
penses of sustaining the troops employed in Flo- 
rida have been gradually asd greatly reduced, 
through the persevering eiforis of the War Depart- 
ment; and a reasonable hope may be entertained 
that the necessity for military operations- iu that 
quarter will soon cease. The removal of ‘the In- 
dians from within our settled borders :s‘nearly come 
pleted. The pension list, one of the ‘heaviest 
charges upon the Treasury, is rapidly diminishing 
by death. The most costly of our public buildings 
are either finished of nearly so; and we may, I 
think, safely promise ourselves a continued exemp- 
tion from border difficulties.” | 5 ee 

His principal object in rising at this time, was 
to make a correction of an error into which. the 
Senator had fallen in his first remarks, in reference 
to the manner of keeping the accounts of the trust 
funds at the Treasury Department. -He had ine 
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tended to make the correction before; but not have 
ing noted it on his brief, it had been forgotten, He 
was expressly authorized to say ‘that separate and 
distinct accounts of all trust funds were kept at the 
Department, with ail the accuracy and care which 
characterized the keeping of any accounts there. 
The books containing these accounts were regularly 
brought up, and the statement of any such account 
could be regularly and accurately made from them 
but the state of these accounts was not, as. mattei 
of course, commurffcated to Congress with the Se: 
cretary’s financial report. Such communicaiions 

` were always made when called for, and not other- 
wise. The Senator would see, therefore, that his 
idea—that these accounts, and the moneys in the 
Treasury to their credit, had become intermingled 
with the general affairs of the Treasury, £o that it 
was difficult to tell how the trust funds did actually: 
stand—was a mistaken one. There was no conf u- 
sion upon the subject at the Department. 

After a few remarks from Mr. WEB wER— 

Mr. Waiaur said he wished to add a single re 
mark which he had omitted when last up. The Se- 
nator complained that the sams which were stipu- 
lated, by the Indian treaties, to be invested for the 
Indians, did not appear in the annual estimates of 
the Secretary ofthe Treasury. He said the Indian 
annuities were annually estimated for, and there- 
fore. were made to appear to Congress yearly as 
claims which must be paid. Mr. Waicur thought 
it was a perfect answer to the suggestion to say that 
the interest upon the sums stipulated to be invested, 
and not invested, was annually estimated for, as 
the Senator would fiad by examining the estimates 
for the Indian Deparment, and thise:timate showed 
the liability as fully as an estimate of the principal 
woulddo, The estimate is for the annual interest 
upon a sum named and stipulated by treaty to be 
invested. Is it possible to specify the liability more 
distinctly or plainly? Are our liabilities for the 
annuities more fully exhibited in the estimates? Le 
could not see that they were. 

Another single remark would contenthim. The 
Senator seemed to suppose it dvubtf ul, from the 
message of the President, and the remarks of him- 
self, whether they did not both favor a recall of the 
moneys on deposite with the States, rather than the 
impositions of duties upon “wines and silks.” Of 
the opinion of the President vpou this subject, he 
could say nothing, because the President had er- 
pressed no opinion; and for himself, he could say 
that he had ncither given, nor intended to five, any 
opinion upon this point. He would not ceriainly 
favor a recall of the money deposited with the 
States, until th: Treasury wanted money, and 
when that state of facts should be shown, and he 
should be asked for a vote, cither to recall those 
moneys, or to impose a daiy upon wines and silks, 
he should not be found unprepared, or reluctant, to 
make the decision. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Wricut; which was agreed to. 

And the Senate adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 17, 1840. 
The Hon. JOHN MOORE, member elect from 
he State of Louisiana, in the place of Rice Gan- 
LAND, resigned, was duly qualified, and took his 


Seat. 
NATURALIZATION LAWS. ž 

The SPEAKER announced the first business in 
order to be the bill introduced by Mr. HAND, on 
Thursday last, to establish a uniform rale of natu- 
ralization, and to repeal the laws now in existence 
on that subject. 

Mr. STANLY called for the reading of the bill. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the bill was at 
the printer’s, and, if there were no objection, it 
might be passed over for the present. 

The SPEAKER then, in accordance with the 
rule, resumed the call on the States and Territories 
for petitions and memorials, commencing with the 
Territory of Iowa, 

Petitions and memorials were then presented by 

Mr. CARR of Indiana. 

Messrs. J. W, ALLEN, DUNCAN , and TAY- 
LOR, of Ohios . 

Mr. CARTER of Tennessee, 


Messrs. GARLAND and GOGGIN of Virginia. . 
[Mr. Goce of Virginia présented the petition 


of Dr. Wm. B. Vaughn, of Bedford county, relat- 


ing to his newly invented self-moving locomotive 
engine, applicable to railroads, asking the aid of 
Congrezs.] 

Mr. KIEM of Pennsy!vania. i 

[Mr. Kiem of Pennsyivania presented “the peti- 
tion of Conrad Her!z, a soldier of the Revolution, 
asking an addition to his pension; referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensicns: sevem peti- 
tions of similar tenor from nearly five hundred cit- 
zens of Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying the 
establishment of a mail route in said county; re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads ] 

Messrs, BREWSTER, CLARK, HOFFMAN, 
FLOYD, GATES, and MONROE, of New York. 

{Mr. FLoyn presented the petition of citizens of 
Oneida county, for the establishment of a post route 
from Clinton to Reme. 

Messrs. SALTONSTALL and PARMENTER, 
of Massachusetts. 

[Mr. Parmenter presented petitions of Esther 
Carter, for Revolutionary claims; Sarah T., 
Pratt, for pension; Anna Swinnerton, for pension; 
Francis Bush and cthers of Chelemford, Massa- 
chusetts, in favor of a general bankrapt law; Jona- 
than Morse avd others of Methuen, for the same 
object; all of which were referred to the appro- 
priate committees.] 

Mr. MILLER, of Missouri. 


(Mr. Mitter, of Missouri, presented a petition 
signed by R. Hopkins, John P. Pool, and others, 
asking the establishment of a post road from 
Springfield, in Green county; by Robert Patter- 
son, in said county; by Isham P. Pools and Henry 
F. Ormsbey, in Pulaski county; thence to the 
town of Caledonia, in Washington county, in said 
State. Referred to the Commiitee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads.J 

The SPEAKER then resumed the call on the 
States for reports, and there being none, 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Tir- 
Linanast on the 10th of December, and partially 
considered on yesterday, was then taken in order: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to this House how far, and in what manner, 
the act passed at the last session, entitled “An act 
to provide for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public revenue,” has been 
cartied into execution; whether any buildings, 
additions to, ov alterations in, buildings therein au- 
thorized or required, have been commenced; at 
what cost, or contracts therefor made, or orders 
therefor given, and the terms and conditions of 
such contracts and orders; what number of clerks, 
Special agents, and other cflicers, genis or rer- 
vanis, have been and now are employed under the 
provisicns of said act, or for aid in carrying the 
same into effect, and where, and from what times, 
and at what compensations; whether each and 
every of the cflicers who are therein required 
to give bond have given bond, and the sum, 
sureties, and time of delivery of each bond; 
and who, if any, have not given bond; whether, 
in the collection, cr keeping, or transfer, or 
disbursement of the public Teverue, or any por- 
tion thereof, since said act has been in force, any 
bank has been resorted to; and, if so, what bank 
or banks, to what extent, and in what manner, and 
what propositions have been made, if any, to any 
bank therefor; and 
cific manner, whether gold er silver, cr notes or 
certificates, or other and what evidences of depo- 
site or credit, all or any of the revenue bas been 
collected or actually passed from the hands of the 
person or persons from whom the same was due, 
io the hands of the officer or officers charged with 
the immediate collection thereof, since raid act has 
been in force, distinguishing, as nearly as may be, 
how much has been so collected end paid in each 
spec'fic matter or medium of payment; also, set- 
ting forth how, and in what places or offices, and 
under what actual and personal custody or keep- 
ing, all and any and each portion of the revenue, 
moneys, and assurances, or evidences of debt or 
obligation, have been kept during said time; and 
how and by what agencies and aid, and what 


setting forth, also, in what spe- 


forms and process, and on what terms, conditions, 
, and cost of exchange or transfer, and in what spe- 
cific matter, whether gold and silver, or notes or 
certificates, or other and what evidences, all, and 
any portions thereof, have been in said time dis- 
bursed and transferred. ; 

The question pending was on the motion of Mr. 
Beatty to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST demanded tha yeas and 
nays, 

The motion to lay on the table was then with- 
drawn. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. RANDOLPH offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the CLerg of this House pay to 
John B. Ayerigg, John P. B. Maxwell, William 
Halstead, Charles C. Stratton, and Thomas Jones 
Yorke, the same compensation per diem and mile- 
age that is allowed to members of Congress, com- 
puting the per diem from the commencement of the 
last session until the 16:h day of July last. 

After some remarks from Mr. VANDERPOEL 
as to whether a joint resolution was not the proper 
form ; 

Mr. TURNEY moved a reference of the resolu- 
tion to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL wished the motion of re- 
ference to the Committee of Claims might prevail. 
He hoped that course would be taken, as in case 
should be compelled to vote now, he must state his 
reasons for voting against the resolution. 

Mr. HOFFMAN hoped the resdlution would be 
adopted forthwith. He contended that the money 
oughtto be paid promptly; otherwise, in cases of 
contcsied election which might hereafter occur, 
the candidates would be afraid to proceed to the 
seatof Government, 

Mr, RANDOLPH demanded the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded, and thereby cut off the 
motion of reference. 

The main question on the resolution was then 
ordered. 

The question then recurring on its adoption, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL demanded the yeas and 
ae which were ordered, and about to be taken, 
when l 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved to lay the resolution 
on the table, and on the motion demanded the yeas 
and nays; which being ordered, resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 127,as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V- 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Carr, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Coles, Connor, Crary, Cross, Davee, John 
Davis, Doan, Doig, Ear), Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hill 
of North Carolina, Jackson, Jameson, Cave John- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Leadbetter, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Medill, Newhard, 
Parrish, Parris, Petrikin, Reynolds, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thos. Smith, 
Stark weather, Strong, Sweney, Philip P. Thomas, 
Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watter- 
son, and Jarcd W. Williams—59, 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Jobn W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, 
Bond, Botts, Breckenridge, Briggs, Brockway, 
Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, Calhoun, 
Willam B. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Clark, 
J. Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crans- 
ton, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, E. Davies, J. 
cha W. Davis, G. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Den- 
nis, Delet, Doe, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fill- 
more, Fisher, Galbraith, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Granger, Green, Grinnell, Haber- 
sham, Hall, William S. Hastings, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hillen, Hoffman, 
Hook, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kempshall, Lane, Leet, Leonard, 
Lincoln, McCarty, McClure, Marchand, Marvin, 
Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Montgome- 
ty, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, N. aylor, Nisbet, Ogle, 
Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Paynter, Peck, Pickens, 
Profit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 


Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
Sumier, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson, 
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John B. Thompson, Tillinghas', Toland, Triplett, 


Trumbull, Underwood, Feter J. Wagner, Warren, 
John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, and Wise—127. 

So the motion to lay on the table was negatived. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution, the yeas and nays were ordered, and the 
Clerk proceed in the cal of the roll until he came 
toname of x 

Mr. WISE, who asked the House to excuse him 
from voting, on the ground that neither be nor the 
House had yet heard the evidence on which the ia- 
dividuals whose names appeared in the resolution 
had been refused their seats. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman was not in 
order, as the request could be reczived only by ge- 
neral consent. 

Mr. WISE then gave notice that be would re- 
fuse to vote until he had heard the testimony by 
which the claimants to the seats were rejected. 

The Cierk then proceeded in the call of the roll; 
after which, 

Mr. LEADBETTER wished also to be excused 
from voting, on the groand that the appropriation 
of mosey in this matter was unconstitutional. Mr. 
L. however, subs-quently withdrew his request, 

The result of the vote wasthen announced, as 
follows—yeas 118, nays 67. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Beil, Boardman, 
Bond, Bots, Breckenridge, Briggs, Brockway, 
Sampson H. Butler, William O. Bniler, Calhoun, 
William PB. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Clark, 
James Coop:r, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, 
Cranston, Creckett, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Da- 
vies, John W. Davis, Garret Dav.s, Dawson, De- 
berry, Dennis, Dellet, Doe, Edwards, Evans, Eve- 
rett, Fillmore, Galbraith, Gates, Gentry, Giddin:s, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Grin- 
nell, Habersham, Hall, William S. Fastings, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Hih of Vitginia, Hoff- 
man, James, Charles Johnston, Kempsball, Lane, 
Leonard, Lincoln, McCarty, McClure, Mallory, 
Marchand, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Mon'gomery, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
Morrow, Naylor, Nisbet, Oz'e, Osborne, Palen, 
Parmenter, Peck, Pope, Profit, Randal!, Randolph, 
Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Traman 
Smith, Stanly, Sinart, Sumter, Swenev, Jacob 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Triplett, Trumbu?!l, Peter J. Wagner, War- 
ren, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, and Winthrop—118. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Aa- 
ron V. Brown, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Coles, Connor, Crary, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
Doan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Garland, Gerry, Griffin, Hand, Hill of 
North Carolina, Hook, Hopkins, Jackson, Jame- 
son, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kem- 
ble, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Medill, 
Miller, Parrish, Parris, Paynter, Peirikia, Pren- 
tiss, Reynolds, Rives, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Strong, Philip F. Thomas, Turney, Underwood, 
Vanderpoel; Waterson, and Jared W, Wiliams 

So the resolution was adop‘ed. 

Mr. ADAMS rose to ask the consent of the 
House to give the use of the hall to the “National 
Institution for the promotion of the Arts and Sci- 
ences,” formed last year in this city. The Secre- 
tary of War was its ex officio presiding officer, and 

` he had been yequested by the society to deliver an 
address before them on the 4th of Janvaty next. 
Mr. A. hoped therefore that the use of the hall 
would be given on the evening in question, for that 
purpose. He then made a motion to that effect. 

Mr. PICKENS rose to object to the use of the 
hall being granted for any such purpese. He had 
embraced, the p.esent opportuntity of giving his 
views on the subject, because he had no sub- 
stantial objection to the object proposed by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. In his opi- 
nion, the hall ovght to be used for no other 


purpose than that for which it was designed. 


He even objected to the use of the ball being given 
for preaching, in the manner in which it had been 
sometimes conducted. if the privilege were given 
to one society, 1t might, on the same principle, be 
extended to other societies of conflicting views. 
Besides, if the request of the gentleman from Mat- 
sachusetts should be granted in this instance, it 
would be establishing a precedent in which the use 
of the hall could be claimed by sccieties, the prin- 
ciples of which were at war with the peace and 
safeiy of the Union. 

He fully concurred in the views presented by 
the eitizens of this District on the subject, and 
trusted the request would not be granted. 

After some remarks from Mr. SYANLY, 

Mr. ADAMS adverted to the fact that the use of 
the hall had, time efer time, been granted to va- 
rious societies, avd hoped that in the present case 
the rule would not be departed from. But the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina had carried his objec- 
tion still farther, and wished to abolish preaching 
in the House. Thai, however, was not now the 
question, but if it should be brought uphe, Mr. A. 
would give his reasons why the practice of preach- 
ing onght to be continued, Mr. A. 1 made some 
humorous alinsions to the ‘secieties” of which, 
said he, thé gentleman from South Caro‘ina ap- 
pears to have so much horror. 

The questicn being on the motion to grant leave, 

Mr. PICKENS demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WISE said he would not have said a word 
if the yeas and nays had not been called for. He 
should be g!ad to allow the use of the hall to any 
seciety that was decent and not dangerous fo the 


‘country. Mr. W. said this wasthe people's House 


for all proper purpeses, but whenever any improper 
society should ask for the use of it, he would be 
among the first torefuse it, fn the present instance, 
he hoped the request would be complied with. 

Mr. DAWSON observed that it was known he 
had been a uniform oppeser of motions to grant the 
use of the hall for such purposes. If the use of 
the building were granted to the National Institute, 
every other society in the country would be entitled 
to the same privilege; and if they should apply, on 
what ground could they be refused? He was for re- 
restricting the use of the hall to the legislative business 
of the country. The building was erected for that 
and no other purpose. There weie 247 members on 
the floor, who fully ceeupied it, whereas, in case 
the lecture should be delivered, perhaps 1,500 per- 
sons would wish to be present. {Ze thought, tbere- 
fore, in point of convenience only, the churches 
and other buildings in the city would be far pre- 
ferable, Ele hoped the application would be re- 
jected. 

Mr. CRAIG did not think the House would be 
bound to grant the use of the hall to «ny society, 
merely because it had extended the privilege to 
some of a proper character. 

Mr. COOPER agreed with the gentleman from 
Virginia that this was the House of the people; but 
the people, in ercciing it, had decided to what pur- 
pose it was to be devoted, viz: as a hall of legisla- 
tion. He therefore considered they kad no autho- 
rity togrant the request now made, and should 
vote against it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi desired to know 
at whose expense the lights were furnished, when 
the use of the hall was granted for such purposes. 
If the expense did not exceed a single cent, it in- 
volved the same principle as if it were a thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. WISE thought if the Secreiary of War 
gave light to the House by his lecture, it was no 
more than fair that the House should in return 
fernish light to him and his hearers, His maxim 
was, “light for light.” : 

The question on the motion was then taken by 
yeas and nays, and resulted as follows—yeas 88, 
nays 84, 

YEAS—Messrs, Adams, John W. Allen, Bar- 
nard, Beatty, Bell, Boardman, Bord, Botts, Breck- 
enridge, Briggs, Brceckway, Carr, Carter, Casey, 
Clark, James Cooper, William R. Cooper, Craig, 
Crockett, Cushing, Edward Davies, Deberry, Den- 
nis, Dellen, Duncan, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Fletcher, Galbraith, Garland, Gentry, Giddings, 


Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Grinnell, 
Hand, Wiliam S. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, 
Hook, Hunt, Jackson; James, Keim, Kemble, 
Kempshall, Kille,Leet, Lincoln, McClure, Marvin, 
Mason, Miller, Montanya, Calvary Morris, Mor- 
row, Ozle, Parmenter, Paynter, Peck, Proffit, Ran- 
dolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russel), 
Saltonstall, Simenton, Albert Smith, Truman Smith. 
Sianly, Starkweather, Stuart, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, 
John Whi'e, Lewis Williams, Winthrop, and 
Wise—88. : : 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Baker, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaton 
V. Brown, Sampson H. Butler, Wm. O. Butler, 
Calhoun, Carroll, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
nor, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Cranston. Crary, 
Dana, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, 
D:ckerson, Doe, Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Floyd, 
Gates, Giffin, Habersham, Hammond, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hall of North Carolina, Hopkins, Jame: 
son, Charles Johasten, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, Lane, Leadbeiter, Lowell, Lucas, McClel- 
lan, McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Mont- 
gomery, Morgan, Samuel W, Morris, Nisbet, Ov 
borne, Palen, Parrish, Pariis, Petrikin, Pickens, 
Reynolds, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Strong, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, J hn B. Thomdson, Triplett, 
Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Watterson, Wick; 
Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, Jo- 
seph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Wiliams 
—84. 

So leave was granted. 

Mr. BOTTS, on leave, submitted the following 
resolation: f 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be in- 
structed to report by what authority the sum of 
$1,180 59 was paid to Charles J. Ingersoll, esq. for 
his expensrs in taking testimony, etc. in the con- 
tested clection with Charles Naylor, esq. pending 
the last session of Congress, and out of what fund 
such amount was paid, as reported in document No. 
7 to this Hou e 

Mr. MEDILL moved to amend, by including 
the expenses in the cases of Mersrs. Aycrigg and 
his cojleegzes from New Jersey, and also Mr. 
Naylor. i 

Mr. BOTTS accepted Mr. Mepis proposi- 
tion. j 
At tke suggestion of Mr. McKay, the resolution 
was further modified by substituting the Committee 
of Accounts for the Clerk. / 

After some conversation as to the details of the 
resolution, 

Mr. BOTTS withdrew his acceptance of the mo 
difications proposed, and adhered to the resolution 
as originally proposed. 

Mr. MEDILL wished to have some information 
in relation to the witnesses who were examined on 
the part of Mr. NAYLOR, ; ` 

Mr. NAYLOR replied that the bills in favor of 
his witnesses were not paid. They were passed by 
the Committee on Accounts, and the money ten- 
dered to him by the Clerk ;out believing such a pay- 
ment would be illegal, it was refused. 

After some further conversation of a desultory 
character, the amendment of Mr. Menit was 
withdrawn. 

The question was then taken on the resolution of 
Mr. Borrs, and it was agreed to. 

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

Mr. MONROE gave notice of a bill to abolish 
imprisonment for debt in certain cases. 

Mr. BREWSTER gave notice ofa bill making 
appropriations for the improvement of certain hare 
bors on the Norihern and Northwestern Lakes. 

Mr. BARNARD moved the following resolution, 
whieh was read and laid on the fable one day, un- 
der the rule, and ordered .to be printed: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury do 
make to ths House a report to the following effect, 
viz: 

1. A statement showing the aggregate revenie 
which accrued to the Government from customs, 
from lands, and under the head of what is usualiv- 
denominated “miscellaneous,” in the years 1837, 
1838, 1839, and 1840, estimating for the last quar- 
ter of the latter year; and showing also the aggrea 


gate expenditures during the same years, éstimat- 
ing for the last quarter of 1846, excluding all paj- 
ments on account of ihe redemption of Treasury 
notes, and also al! payments on account of trust 
funds, except so far as such funds have failed to 
produce the fall amount of interest or annuity 
actualy paid on eccount of them. The statement 
to show ihe general balance beiween such revenue 
and expenditures for the whole period, 

2. A statement showing the sources from which 
money has been derived to-the Treasury, within 
the four years above mentioned, and the. amount 
from each source, with the aggregates estimating 
for amounts received or receivable in the last quar- 
ær of 1840. Tais statement to include the sum 
actually received ia the Treasury after setting 
apart the original amount for deposite with 
the States under the depesite act of 1836; the 
amount of the fourth instalment of deposite money 
under that act which was finally retained in the 
Treasury; the amount of trust or indemnity funds 
(if any) reseived and not invested; the amount of 
Treasury notes which will be outstanding on the 
lst of January, 1841, with the interest accrued on 
them; the amount received cn old duty bonds, the 
payment of which had been postponed; the amount 
received on bonds for the sale of the stock of the 
United States in the late Bank of the United States; 
and the amount received from various banks which 
suspended in 1837. This staicement to show how 
much, if any, of these moneys remain, or will be in 
the Treasury on the Ist day of January, 1841. 

3. A statement (as far as the same is known, or 
can be readily ascertained) showing in what cases, 
if any, and to what extent and pecuniary amount, 
public works have been or will be carried on, or 
services rendered in behalf of the Government, 
under appropriations of the present year, or of past 
years, durng the year 1840, (except under the Post 
Office D-partment,) in regard to which any special 
agreement or understanding whatever exists that 
the payment therefor should not be galled for, and 
should not be made in the year 1840, or until after 
the 4th day of March, 1841. 

4. A staiement showing what will be the pro- 
bable amount out of the new and permanent 
appropriations, as exhibited in the estimates of the 
Secretary of the ih and 8h December instant, 
for the year 1841, which will remain unexpended 
or uncalled for at the clese of the year 1841. 

5 A statement showing the amounts which will 
be required to purchase stock, or make invest- 
ments, for or in behalf of Indians or Indian tribes, 
pursuant to any treaty er oiher stipulation other 
than such as may have been estima’ed fer by the 
Secretary in his report of the 7h December in- 
stant. 

6. A statement showing more particularly than 
appears from his report of the Tih December in- 
stant, how much the expenses of 1841 will fall be- 
low those cf 1840, on accountof each of the fol- 
lowing particulars, namely: because “the pensions 
have diminished by death;”” because “fewer Indians 
remain. to be removed;” because “several expen- 
sive public buildings have been mostly fiaished;? 
and because ‘hostilities with the Seminoles must 
be nearer to a close.” 


7. Astatement showing the amount of claims 
now pending in the Department, growing out of the 
Florida war, or relations with Indiars, or other- 
wise, whether such claims have been considered or 
passed upon or not, with the probable or proximate 
amount, in the aggregate, of such elaims which 
will become a charge upon the Treasury, as nearly 
as the Secre‘ary is able to ascertain or to judge 
thereof, with the means he has, or ean readily 


command, 
Mr. HUNT of New York offered the follow. 
ing: 


Joist resolution proposing an amendment to the 
Constitwion of the United Statics, and limiting 
the term of office of the President of the United 
States. 

Feesolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
ef the Untied States of Ameria in Cengress assem- 
bled, (two thirds of both Houses deeming it neces- 
sary,) Tat the following artiele be proposed to 
the Legisiainres ofthe several States, as an amend- 
meat to the Constitution of the United Siates, which 
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article, when ratified by three-fonrths of the said 
Legislature, to be valid, to.ali intents and pur- 
poses, as part ofthe said Constitaticn, viz: 

“The President of the United States shall hold 
his office but for one term of foor years, and shall 
be incligib'e thereafter.” 

Referred tothe Commitice of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, ard ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. MARCHAND, it was 

Reselv.d, That the Committte on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of placing the name of Samuel Neely cn the list of 
invalid pensioners, and that the accompanying pa- 
pers be referied to said committee. 

On m tion of Mr. TOLAND, it was 

Resclved, That Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to this House any report or 
o her official communication made to him since the 
lst of May last by the collector of the port of 
Philscelphia, or any other person, in relation to 
the condition of the eustom-hou:e building at said 
port. 

On motion of Mr. HENRY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be, and they are hereby, instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of making immediate provision for 
issuing land serip to States for military bounty 
land warrants in all cases where warrants are out- 
standing for services in the late or Revolutionary 
war, or to make such other provision as the com- 
mittee nay deem most expedient. 

On motion of Mr, HAMMOND, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publis Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of per- 
mitting Abbot Green and George Schnable, of 
Penusylvania, to apply the money they have depo- 
sited with the Treasurer of the United States for 
the purpose of paying for lands which they might 
purchase from the United States at priva'e entry, in 
payment for lands which they may heresfter pur- 
chase at public sales. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON ingiired if the se- 
lect committee appointed last session on the subject 
of a national foundry was considered as so far in 
existence as to be authorized to submit their report 
at this session. 

Mr. JOHNSON made a statement of circum- 
stances which tock place at the last session, which 


j induced him to believe the committee was con- 


tinued over to the present session. 

The SPEAKER answered that the committee 
was discharged by the adjournment of the last ses- 
sion, and could not now report. 

Mr. JOHNSON then moved that the committee 
be revived; which was ordered by the House. 

Mr. BOTTS moved the following: 

1. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed. to report to this House the amount of 
Treasury notes and drafts that have been issued 
and drawn since the 1st of January, 1840, with the 
respective dates at which such notes and drafis 
have been issued and drawn; together with the 
names of the persons to whom or in whose favor 
and for whose benefit such drafts have been drawn, 
and the zervics, consideration, or object for which 
they have been drawn. 

2. Reolved, That he be directed to report at 
what time or times, and what am. unt of Treasury 
notes, if any, have been deposited wih any of the 
banks, and, if any, which ef such banks, and at 
what time; what amount, and what deseriptica of 
funds, if any, were received from the banks in 
which such deposites wers made; and whether said 
money was left in deposite in said banks, or trans- 
ferred to the Independent or Sub-Treasury as di- 
rected by law, acd at what time the interest. com- 
menced on the notes thus deposited. 

The SPEAKER was aboat to pat the question 
on these resolutions, when it was objected to, bes 
cause they should lie on the table one day for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. BOTTS moved to suspend the rules for the 
Purpose of considering the resolutions at this time, 
and cailed for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. They were taken, and resulied—for the 
Suspension 80; against it, 60, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Andrews, Bell, Board- 
man, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Broekway, Calhoun, 
Wm. B, Campbell, Carter, Casey, Clark, James 
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Coeper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett. Curtis, Cushing, 
Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Doe, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, Garland, Gates, 
Giddinzs, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Grin- 
hell, Habersham, Wm. S. Hastings, Henry, Hill! 
of Virginia, James, Charles Johnston, Wm. Cest 
Johnson, Lane, Lincoln, Lucas, Marvin, Mason, 
Morgan, Calvary Morris, Morrow, Ogle, Palen, 
Peek, Pepe, Proffit, Randal!, Randolph, Rariden, 
Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Rusieli, Saltonstall, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, S:uart, Sumter, 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, P. J. Wagner, John White, L. 
Williams, C. H. Williams, Winthrop, and Wise 
—80. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Atherton, Linn Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Aaron V. Brown, Albsrt G. Brown, Wm. 
O. Butler, Cart, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, 
Crary, John Ww. Davis, Doig, Duncan, Earl, 
Floyd, Griffin, Hand, Hawkins, Hillen, Jackson, 
Jameson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kille, Leet, 
Leonard, Lowell, McCiellan, MeClare, McCul- 
loch, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Montanya, Par- 
rish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Rey- 
nolds, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Sta:k- 
weather, Strong, Swearingen, Sweney, Philip F. 
Thomas, John B. Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, 
Vroom, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, and Henry Williams—60. ` 

Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

On motion cf Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, it 
was . 
Ordered, That the bill and accompanying report 
in relation to illegal and fraudulent sales of the 
public lands in the mining districts of Wiskonsin, 
be printed, i 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of paying 
Wm. Cunningham, of North Carolina, for services 
rendered to the United States as wagon-master, 
when the Government was preparing to remove 
the Cherokee Indians, a 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to send to this House a copy of the corre- 
spondence between him and the Treasurer of the 
United States, and between the Treasurer and any 
of his clerks, relative to the actual operation of the 
Sub-Treasury bill, asit passed the Senate of the 
United States. 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, it was 

- Resolved, That the Postmaster General be die 
rected to place such books and papers in his De- 
partment as are not wanted for immediate use, in the 
fire-proof vaults of the Treasury building. 

This resolution was read, and disagreed to. 

SALARY OF CHAPLAINS, 

Mr. COOP#R of Georgia, under the aotice 
heretofore given, asked leave to introduce a bill to 
repeal the laws now in force fixing the salary of 
the Chaplain, 

Some objection being made to granting leave 
Naas the bill, it was read’ throughout to the 

ouse. 

Mr. REED called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, ard, being taken, the vote stood: 
For granting leave, 21, against it, 140, as follows: 

YEAS—Messts, Boyd, Aaroa V. Brown, Carr, 
Mark A. Ceoper, John Davis, John W.. Davis, 
Dawson, Edwards, Griffin, Hillof North Carolina, 
Habbarl, James, Jameson, Jenifer, Nathaniel 
Jones, McKay, Mitchell, Mon‘gomery, Petrikin, 
Sumer, and Turney—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
dersen, Atherton, Banks, Baker, Barnard, Beatty, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boardman, Bond, Brew- 
ster, Briggs, Brockway, Albert G. Brown, Calhoun, 
Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Clark, Clifford, 
Connor, James Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cranston, 
Crary, Crockett, Dana, Thomas Devee, Edward 
Davies, Garret Davis, Deberry, Dennis, Dickerson, 
Deilet, Doe, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Evans, Everett, 
Fil more, Fine, Fisker, Floyd, Garland, Gates, 
Gery, Giddings, Goggin,Goode, Grahzm, Granger, 
Green, Hammoud, Hand, Wiliam S. Hastings, 
tawes, Hawkins, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hilen, 
Hoffman, Hopkins, Hant, Jackson, Charles John- 


SS eee 
ston, Wm, Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Joha W. 
Jone:, Keim, Kemb’e, Kille, Lane, Lee, Leonard, 
Lincoln; Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, McClure, 
Marchand, Marvin, Mason, Montanya, Naylor, 
Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Parris, Payn- 
ter, Peck, Pope, Profit, Randall, Randolph, Rari- 
den, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, 
Russell, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Simon‘on, Slade, 
John Smith, Truman Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, 
Strong, Stuart, Taha'erro, Taylor, Pailip F. 
Thomas, Wadly Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van- 
derpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Peter J. 
Wagner, John White, Jared W. Williams, Thos. 
W. Williams, Heory Willams, Lewis Wiliams, 
Joseph L. Wiliams, Christopher H. Wiliams, 
Winthrop, and Wise—140. 

So leave was refused. ; 

Mr. COOPER then asked leave to introduce a 
resolution directing an inquiry into the expediency 
of repealing the law now in force fixing ihe salary 
of the Chaplains to Congress. 

The resolution was read, aud 

Mr. C. explained the object cf the inguiry he 
proposed. 

Objection was mads to granting leave, and so 
the matter rests. 

Mr. DAWSON moved the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
is hereby, requested to communicate to this Houte 
the number of claims which nave been presented 
to that Depariment for horses, &c. lost in the seve- 
ral campaigns in Florida against the Seminole In 
dians; how many have been allowed and paid; and 
the reasons why the others have not been paid. 
And that the Secretary of War be also requested to 
recommend such amendments to the laws regulat- 
ing such claims as he may deem hecessary to se- 
canre to the soldiers a remuneration for the losses 
thus sustained in the service of the country. 

This resolution, under the rules, was laid over 
one day. 

Mr. DAWSON asked the unanimous consent ef 
the House to consider it at inis time, which was re- 
fused. 

Mr. TURNEY then moved to suspend the rales, 
but twe-thirds not vo'ing therefor, the rules were 
not suspended. 

Oa motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was 

Resolved, That tre President inform this icuse 
what appropriations of money at the fast session of 
Congress were expznded by him; des'gnatinz to 
what particular objects such appropriations were 
made, and the specified sums suspended; and what 
sums continued to be so suspended at the coin- 
mencement of the present session, and their objects 
respectively. j 

Mr. WELLER movedian adjournmeni, which 
was not carried, 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a resoluticn proposing 
the following amendment to the rales: 

“All the States and Territories shall be called for 
resolutions on cach alternate Monday during each 
session; and, if necessary to secure this object on 
said days, ail resolutions which shall give rise to 
debate shail lie over for one day, aud on the next 
subsequent day appropriated to reso'utions; ard 
after all the Stairs and Territories sha'l have been 
ealled through, the resolutions so lying over «hall 
come up in the order in which they were respeeiive- 
ly offered.” 

Mr. A. moved to suspend the rule to consider the 
resolution at this time; which motion to suspend 
was not carried, and the reso’ution was laid over. 


Mr. CROCKETT, under the rotice given by 
him some days ago, asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill to amend an act to authorize the 
State of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect ti- 
tles to the Jands therein des -ribed, and to settle the 
claims to the vacant and unappr-priated lands 
within the same; which was twice read, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNGON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
instructed to inquire into the exnediency of paying 
John G. Bibb for a horse and other property lost in 
the Florida war. ‘ i 

-On motion of Mr. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS, it 
was 
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Resolved, That the Committee cn the Post Office 
rn Post Roads inquire into the expedieacy of es 
tablisniog a direst coatinuous mail roa’¢ from Ash- 
ville, North Carolina, to Tussaicosa, Alabama, 
via the counties of Cocke, Sevier, Glount, Mon- 
roo, McMinn, an! Biadley, Teanss-ee; the coun- 
ties of Cass, and Murray, Georgia; asd the coun- 
ues of Benion and St. Clair, Alabama. 

On motionof Mr. GOODE. it was 

Resolved That ihe Secretary of the Treasury be 
required lorepoit to this House whether any, and, 
if any, what, part of the surptas, or addinonal secs 
lions, or paris of sections, (lying along and adjoin- 
ing the alernete sections on the Miami Canal, in 
the State of Ohio, and withheld from sale at the 
same time, the said allernaie seciicns being within 
them,) bzs been scld vince the first day of January, 
A. D. 1836; also, that he state to whom said jands 
have been sold, at what land office, at what time, 
at what price, ard whether the patents have been 
issued for the said ands, and, if not, whether it is 
the intention of said Department to istue said pa- 


the order of said Department or noi; aad that he 
furnish copies of all instructions, given by the dif- 
ferent Commissioners of the Gereral Land Office 
from time to time, 1e f ng from 
sale of landa on the ront: of ts> said Miami Canal, 
and on the Auglaiz> 7, in the Sate of Ohio, as 
alternate sections on said cana}: and all the corrce 
spondence of said Dopariz u ihe efficers of 
the land cfiice where said Janus may have been 
sold, and tha correspondence of the said Depart- 
ment wihall others on the subject of said addi- 
tional sections, or the sala troch and that he also 
furnish this Hou-s with s copy of the order or rate 


of ihe Department of tue la day of Janu 
relative to the manner in which jands 


Resolved, That ihe Secretary ci 
to lay before this House, 2° as 


H 

i 
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| Road in Orio, Indiana, and iiissis, during 
year 1840. Also, conics of all corresponcence 
during the same time between the Deparment and 
tha Saperintemdent of public works on the lake bor- 
der of Ohio, Tudiana, Michigan, [tine's, ant Wis- 
konsin. Also, copies of correspondence and orders 
to suspend operations on the pablic works and sell 
the publie property 2nd machinery, iv s 
given. 

i 


sen basbecn 


CUMBSRLAND ROAD. 
Mr. RARIDEN moved the folowing: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pablis Lands 
be instructed te inquire into the expedienry of sete 


western termination, to he constructe! iu acontings 
ous line from East to West, and of distributing the 
residue of the saii proceeds among the several 


Sates upon the priacizle of whatis ealed Mr. 
Clay’s lavd bill, lakirg the census of 1840 as the 
basis of the distribution. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. | 

Or this motion the yeas acd nays were ordered; 
but before taking, 
A motion to adjourn was made and prevailed. 
$ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fray, Dec. 18, 1340. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. JONES, from the Commiitez cn Ways and 
Means, on kave, introduced a bill making appro- 
priation for ihe paymen. ef Revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United States for ihe year 
1841. 

The bill was read a first and second tims, when 

Mr. J. moved tbat ii be referred to a Commitee 
of the Whole on the siate of the Union. 

Mr. ADAMS desired to know whether, iz that 
bill, any provision hag bees made for ihe payment 
of navy pensions. 

Mr. JONES replied that there bad not, as that 


tents, and whether said sales were in pursaanee cf | 
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subject had been referred to the Committee on: Na- 
val A Tais. - ` 

Mr ADAMS said that as payment to the payal 
peusioners would have to be made on the’ first. of 
January, be hoped the Commit ee on Naval Affairs 
would make a speedy report. bode met : 

Mr. REED observed that since the subject had 
been referred to the committee, its ‘chairman: had 
not been present. f ; 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the committee would not 
wait for the chairman. ‘There was but a short pe- 
riod intervenisg between now and the time when 
the money wontd be due. Besides, there was a 
special rec mmendation submitted to the House by 
the President en the subject, Hoe trasted, theres 
fore, that speedy action would be had, and that the 
faith of the n-tion pledged to these pensioners 
would not be endangered ty the fact that the chair- 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs was ab- 
sent from his post. 

Tre question on the reference of the bill to the 
Commi:tea of the Whole on the state of the Union 
was then taken and decided in the affirmative. So 
the bili was reiexred, and, with the accompanying ° 
decnments, ordered to be printed, 

On motion of Mr. JONES, the Committee’ on 
Waysand Means were suthorized to employ a 
clerk at the rate of $4 per day. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky gave notice that be 
would, at some future day, esk leave to invodace 
a bil io limit the compensation and emoluments 
of rict attorneys, marshals, clerks, collectors of 
ports, and cther cfiicers of the United States; and 
to regulate the fee bil and cosis to be taxed in 
suits in the United States courts. 

Mr. EVANS, on leave, presented a petition nu- 
merously signed by citizens of Portland, Maine, on 
the subject of the colonial trade; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Foreign Adfirs. 

Me. WM. COST JOHNSON moved that when 
the House adjourned, it adjourn to Monday next. 
Rir, J. observed inai some time wold be required 
tu repar and replace? the seats, which had been da- 
miged by ine fai of the chandelier. He hoped, 
therefore, Uist ibe motion. woald be concurred in. ~ 

The quentin being taken, it was decided ia the 
affirmative. : 

Mr: JOHNSON then moved that the House do 
adjourn; which motion was also agreed fo. 

And the House adjourned to Monday next. 


ist 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, December 21, 1841. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, Mr. SMITA cf Connecticut, 
and Mr. WALKER, appeared in their places this 
morning. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a document in 
relation to the cixims of the representatives of Col. 
Francis Vige; wineh was re’erred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claus, 

Mr. WHITE presented the peiition of Wiliam 
Po'k; which was referred io the Committee on 
Ciaims. f 

On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, tha petition and 
papers of Jacab Pennell, now on file, were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce; and the petition 
and papers of Richard B. Mason were referred to 
the Committee on Naval Afairs. i i 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Jerry Hi- 
nant; which was ieferred to the Commiltee on Fi- 
nance. + 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of the 
President aud Directors of the Grand Guif Rail- 
road Company, praying for a remission of ‘duties 
on certain railroad icon imported; which was rafer- 
red tc the Comuiittee on Finance. — 

Oa metion by Mr. W. the petition and papers 
of John Hutchins and others, now on file, were 
referred fo the Committee on the Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the petition and pë- 
pers of Catharine Haywocd, aud of Catharine 
Howard, were taken from tke files and referred to 

mittee on Pensions. 
Ne pale moved that Jobn Bauer have leave 
to withdraw bis petition acd papers; which was 
greed t0. : 
cee motion by Mr. T. 
papers of Daniel Steenro 
to the Committee on Cag 


the petition and 
were relerred 


» bitants ot townships deprived of the 1Gih section 
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Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition of a large 
number of citizens of New: York, praying the pas- 
sage of uniform laws on the subject of bankruptey; 
which was referred tothe Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. LINN presented an additional document in 
relation to the claim of the Missouri volunteers; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. ANDERSON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to author.ze the Legislature of the State of Arkansas 
to sell the lands heretofore appropriated for the use 
of schools in that State; which was read twice, and 
referred to the C. mmiitee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, to which was referred the re- 
solution to inquire into the propriety of addiiional 
compensation to registers and receivers in certain 
cases, mace an unfavorable report thereon; and the 
committee were discharged from its farther conside- 
ration. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill to amend an act entitled “An 
act to authorize the State of Tennessee to issue 
grants and perfect titles to certain lands therein de- 
scribed, and to settle the claims to the vacant and. 
unappropriated lands within the same,” passed the 
18th day of of April, 1806, which was read twice, 
and referred to the Commitiee on the Public Lands, 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred a bill to grant other lands to the inha- 


A bill for the relief of John Carter; which were 
severally read, and ordered toa second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill making appropria- 
tions for the removal of the raft in Red river, re- 
ported the same without amendment, and asked 
that it might be made the order of the day for 
Thursday next; which was agreed to. 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to procure steam vessels for the reve- 
hue service, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred 

The bill allowing drawback npon foreign mer- 
chandise exported in the original packages to Chi- 
huahua and Sante Fe, in Mexico; 

The bill for the relief of the Piumb Island Bridge 
Company; and 

The bill for the relief of Noah Miller and others; 
severally reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. CALHOUN gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill tocede the pub- 
lie lands to the States in which they lie, upon certain 
conditions. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill to make new 
provisions respecting navy pensions, and making 
further provisions in relation to navy pensioners 
reported the same without amendment, and asked 
that it might mightbe made the spezial order of 
the day for Wedn: sday next; which was agreed to. 

Mr. FULTON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Henry Wilson. 

Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained Jeave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Thomas L. Winthrop and others, directors 
of an association called the New England Mississip- 
pi Land Company; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Joshua E. Nourse; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill to increase the compensation of cer- 
tain officers of the revenue cutters while serving in 
the navy of the United States; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which the subject had been referred, re- 
ported a bill to extend the time for taking the sixth 
census; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. : 


Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a Dill 
for the improvement of certain harbors on the 
Northern and Northwestern lakes; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petitions of John 
Jordan, Frederick Seigle, William Ramsey, John 
H. Piatt, and Mcses Elder, which were severally 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
James McCrory; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the petition and 
papers of Isaac Bronson were withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. H. the petition and papers of 
Moses and Harriet Strong, and of Hugh Stewart, 
were withdrawn from the files of the S:nate. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the bill reviving 
and extending the charters of the banking institu- 
tons of the District was taken up, and Mr. T. 
moved an amendment thereto; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. T. said this bill proposed to revive the char- 
ters of a number of banks in the District of Co- 
lambia, which charters were not then before them. 
He understcad the charters were alike, and there- 
fore he moved the printing of the charter of the 
Bank of the Metropolis only, with the various amend- 
ments thereto, for the use of the Senate. 


by Indian reservations, asked to be discharged 
from i's further consideration, as there was a gene- 
ral bill on the subject already on the calendar. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill for the establishment of a per- 
manent prospective pre-emption law, reported the 
same wilhout amendment, and asked that it might 
be made the order of the day for Monday next; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; and 

A bill for the relief of Richard T. Banks; 
severally reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
C'aims, to which was referred the petition of James 
W lliams, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mit ce on the Judiciary; which was agreed to. 

Mr. H, from the same committee, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of Charles Howe; which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
various memoria's had been referred, reported the 
following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph M. Hernandez; 

A bill for the relief of Gad Humphreys; 

A bill for the relief of Malachi Hagan; 

A bill for the relief of John J. Bulow; 

A bill for the relief of Clemens, Bryan, and 
Company; and 

A bill for the relief of John Moore. 

These bills were severally read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of Joab Seely, reported the same without amend. 
ment,” 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill for the reduction and graduation of 
the price cf the public lands, reported the same 
with an amendment; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Nathaniel Pr; er. 

Mr. PRENTISS, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of John MeLeod; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the petition and 
papers of Abraham White, ard of Mary Brush, 
were referred to.the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. M. from th Mmittee on the District of 
Columbia, reported abil for the relief of the How- 
ard Institution of the: city of Washington; and” 


ing the charter, as it had been already printed, and 
the Senator could ‘see it at the Clerics table. He 
hoped, therefore, the honorable Senator would 


withdraw his propésition. ` 


Mr. KING could not see the hecassity of print- | 


Mr. TAPPAN said he had not been able to find 
the charters in any of the documents printed for the 
use of the Senate; but if the Senator from Alabama 
had a copy, and would lend it to him, he would be 
salisfied; for otherwise he knew not where to pro- 
cure one. te. 

The question was then taken on the printing, 
and agreed to, 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the peti- 
tions of Jobn Piper and Anthony Gale, now on 
file, were referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. MOUTON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow. 
ing bills: 

A bill for the relief of George de Passau of Lou- 
isiama; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Loui- 
siana; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Loui- 
siana; 

A bill to confirm claim to lands in the district 
between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers; 

A bill to confirm certain Jand claims in the Oua- 
ch'ta land district, in the State of Louisiana; 

A bill confirming certain land claims in Lou- 
isiana; 

A bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Grainger; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame De 
Lusser, and their legal representatives; 

A bill for the relief of Juan Belgar; : 

A bill for the relief of the legal heirs and repre- 
sentatives of William Conway; 

A bill for the relief of Pierre Babin; 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 


. Greenburg Land District, State of Louisiana; 


A bill for the relief of John Compton, assignee 
of Ganigues Flaujac; 

A bill for the relief of Jean Baptist Comeau; 

A bil confirming the claim of John Baptiste 
Lecompte to a tract of land in Louisiana; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Therese Maleite, widow of Gaspard Phiole. 

These bills were severally read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WALKER submi'ted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire inte the expediency of granting 
farther time for payment to the deposite banks in 
the city of Natchez, in the State of Mississippi. 

Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to inform the Senate what sales of pub- 
lic lands have been made in the State of Michigan, 
north of the line dividing townships twelve and 
thirteen north, and west of the line dividing ranges 
two and three, west of the principal meridian. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed te: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be requested to send to the Senate all the docu- 
ments and papers relating to the reports of the 
different boards of commissioners acting under the 
act for the final adjustment of claims to lands in 
the State of Louisiana, approved February 6, 1835, 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary cause the chande- 
lier suspended in tke Senate chamber to be re- 
moved as soon as it can conveniently be done, 

The resolution submitted some days since call- 
ing on the President for information relative to the 
Northeastern boundary, was taken up; and on mo- 
tion by Mr. BUCHANAN: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. PRESTON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Tho- 
mas Ccoper, deceased; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. P. also, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Gen. John E. Wool and Gen. George 
Croghan; which was read twice, and referred to the 


‘Commitee on Military affairs, 


On motion of Mr. KING, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill supplementary to an 
act io abolish imprisonment for debt in Certain 
cases, Í 


i 
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Mr. KING said, that he had received a letter 
from an unfortunate debtor in New York in rela- 
tion to the subject-matter of this bill. The laws of 
New York, prior to the last session of her Legisla- 
ture, had recognised a distinction between resident 
and non-resident debtors. The resident debtors 
were exempted from imprisonment for debt in cer- 

-tain cases. The non-resident debtors were still 
subject to it. At the last session of the Legislature 
of New York, the discrimination’ was repealed, 
and both classes of debtors placed on the same 
footing. But the act of Congress of 1839, to abo- 

- lish imprisonment for debt in certain cases, having 

passed before the act passed by New York last win- 
ter, was not applicable to non-residents of that 

State. The provisions of the present bill would 

extend the benefit of the law of 1839 to that class 
of debtors. He trusted that no objection would 
be made to its passage at once. 

Mr. WALL begged leave to return his thanks 
to his honorable friend from Alabama, for bringing 
this bill before the Senate at this time; and he hoped 
that his motion would be unanimously sustained. 
He fully concurred with him in the propriety, and 
he might add the justice and necessity of the imme- 
diate action of the Senate. He believed that there 
would be but one opinion among Senaters upon 
the merits of the bill. The original bill was in- 
tended to conform the practice of the courts of the 
United States, in respect to the imprisonment of 
the body, to that of the several States in which 
they sit. The construction which that Jaw had re- 
ceived in thoge courts, confined its remedial opera- 
tion to the cases where a State had abolished im- 
prisonment for debt previous to the passage of the 
law. This defect in the iaw was presented to the 
notice of the Senate, at the last session -by his ho- 
norable friend from Michigan, [Mr. NorveLL,] 
who introduced the present bill. It received the 
sanction of the Judiciary Committee, and passed 
this body unanimously, and was sent to the Heuse 
of Representatives early during the last session, 
where it remained unacted on at their adjourn- 
ment. As soon asthe committees of the Senate 
were organized at the present scssion, the same 
bill was, on the motion of the same Senator, refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary, which, at 
the earliest moment practicable, reported it to the 
Senate, and recommendedits passage. He had 
been induced to make these remarks in the hope that 


this bill might attract the attention of those clse- - 


where, who could prevent it from remaining 
among the unfinished business of the present ses- 
sion. 

Mr. NORVELL said that, in addition to the 
‘reasons assigned by the honorable Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. Kine] in favor of the immediate 
passage of this supplemental bill, he would observe, 
that in one or two States, besides New York, cer- 
tainly in one other, laws had been passed abolish- 
ing imprisonment for debt within their respective 
limits, subsequently to the passage cf the act to 
which the present bill was a supplement. The citi- 
zens of those States were, therefore, by the con- 
struction of the Federal ccurts, excluded from the 
benefit of the act of Congress of 1839, conforming 
the laws of the United Siaies, in reference to non- 
imprisonment for debt, to the Jaws of the several 
States in force at the time of its passage. His he- 
norable friend from New Jersey [Mr. Watt] had 
‘done him the justice to ascribe to him the credit, if 
it were any, of first calling the at ention of the Se- 
nate to the defects of the act of 1839, and of propos- 
ing the remedy which the present bill presented. 
He was glad that the Senator from Alabama had 
thus early moved the consideration of a bili so hn- 


mane in its objects, and concluded by the ex” 


pression of a hope that the Senste would immedi- 
ately pass it and send it to the other House. 

The bill-was accordingly taken up, and consi- 
dered as in committee of the whole, end ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

The joint resolution proposing to amend the Con- 
stitution of the United Staies to limit the tenure of 
the judges of the federal courts was taken up, and, 
on motion of Mr. TAPPAN, made the order of 
the day for the first Monday in January, a 

Te bill to establish a Board of Coimmissi€ners 


- 


to hear and determine claims against the United 


States was taken up and made the special order for 
Monday next, 

The biil granting to the State of Michigan a 
quantity of land to aid said State in the construe- 
tion of a canal around the Falls of Ste Marie was 
taken up and made the specia! order for Tuesday 
next, 

The biil to create an additional land office in the 
State of Michigan, and for other purposes, being 
taken up, 

Mr. NORVELL explained the necessity of its 
passage, and hoped it would be acted on without | 
delay. 

Mr. PRESTON wished a postponement of the 
bill until the Senator’s colleague [Mr. PORTER] was 
in his seat, and also te enable the Senaie to acquire 
the information requisite to act undersiandingly on 
the subject. 

Mr. NORVELL said that all. the information 
necessary was already before the Senate, and pre- 
sumed that his colleague could have no objection | 
to immediate action on the bill. If, however, he 
[Mr. Porter] wished its postponement, Mr. N. 
would not press the matter at present. 

Mr. PORTER (who had just come in) express- 
iuga wish that the bill might be passed over, it 
was accordingly donc. 

The bil for the relief of George W. Paschall; 

The bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama 
the two per cent. fund reserved by the act for her 
admission into the Union, to be applied to the 
making of a road or roads leading to said State; 

The bill to establish an additional Jand district 
in State of Alabama; : 

The bill for the relief of William Jones; 

The bill forthe relief of certain settlers on the 
public lands, who were deprived of the benefits of 
the act granting pre-emption rights, which was ap- 
proved on the 19:h of June, 1834; 

The biil to grant other lands to the inhabitants cf 
townships deprived of the 16ih section by Indian 
reservaiions; i 

The bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a certain reservation in the 
State of Alabama; 

The bill in relation to donations of land to cer- 
tain personsin the State of Arkansas; 

The bill to quiet the titles of certain land claim- 
ants in the States of Missouri and Arkansas, and 
for cther purposes; 

The bill to settle the title to certain tracts of land 
in the State of Arkansas; 

Tae bill to authorize the inhabitants of township 
eight north, range thirty two west, in the State of 
Arkanzas, to enter a section of land in lieu of the 
sixteenth section in said township, upon condition 
that the same be surrendered to the United States 
for military purposes; 

The bill authorizing the inhabitants of fractional | 
township ten south, of range one east, in the State 
of Arkansas, to enter one half scction of land for 
school purposes; 

The bill for the relief of James Smith of Arkar- 
sas; and 

The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Ar- 
kansas, who lost their improvements in conse- 
quence of a treaty between the United States and 
the Choctaw indians; 
were severally considered as in committee of the 
whole, and were ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The Senate then went into Executive business; || 
and afterwards 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 21, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: 

1. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a statement of the funds of the Chicka- | 
saw Indians, as required by the act of 20th April, 
1836. f 

Oa motion of Mr. BELL, referred to the Com 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 
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.2. From the Commissioner of the Public Build- 
ings, transmitting copies of all the contracts-made | 


in his cffice from the Ist December, 1839, to the 
14th December, 1840. ge 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, referred to the 
Committee on the Public Buildings, and ordered 
to be printed. | 2 ade ee 

3. From the Secretary of the Territory of Wis- 
konsan, transmitting two copies of the laws’ of 
said Territory, passed at the last two ‘sessions of ` 
the Legislature thereof, ye 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, referred to the 
Committee on the Territories. 

4, From the Clerk of the House, as follows: 
Hon R. M. T. HUNTER, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Syr: In pursuance of the following resolution of 
the House, dated December 17, 1840: “Resolved, 
That the Clerk of this Hvuse be instructed to re~ 
port by wnat authority the sum of eleven hundred 
and eighty dollars and fifty cents was paid to 
CHARLES JARED INGERSOLL, esq. for his expenses 
in taking testimony, &c. in the contested election 
with CHARLES NAYLOR, esq. pending at the last 
session of Congress; and out of what fond such 
amount was paid, as reported in document Ne. 7 
to this House,” I beg leave to report that, on the 
20th July last, a paper was handed the accounting 
Clerk of this office, containing a list of the wit- 
nesses in the contested case of NAYLOR and Inarr- 
SoLL, together with the number of days: such wit- 
ness*s had been in attendance. On the face of 
this paper is an order signed “J. Jounson, Chair- 
man of Accounts,” “that the witnesses above 
named be paid two dollars per diem ” 

In virtue of this order E paid Mr. Incersoun 
$1,128 for 564 days, at $2 per day, for the pur- 
pose of paying the said witnesses. At the begin- 
ning of the session Mr. INGeRsoLi returned the re- 
ceipts of the individuals paid, and $11.50 in: 
money, stating that that amount had been over- 
paid. In casting up the receipts I find them to 
amount to - - ` - $1,116 50 
Add the amountieturned by Mr. [narre > 

11 50 
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Making - - x ~ $1,128 00 

The amount paid to Mr. Inaersouy. All of which 
is respectfully submitted. 

HUGH A. GARLAND. 
NATURALIZATION LAWS. ` 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana, in pursuance of notice, 
moved a reconsideration of the vote by which the 
bill iniroducsd by Mr. Hann for establishing a 
uniform rule of naturalization, had teen referred to 
the Judiciary Committee. 

The question being on the reconsideration, 

Mr. DAVIS moved the previous question; which 
was ordered. 

A member from North Carolina moved a call of 
the House. - 

The SPEAKER informed him that after the 
previous question had been ordered, it was too late 
to move for a call of the House. 

The main question on the motioa to reconsider 
wasthen ordered, and taken by yeas and nays, as 
follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Blackweil, Boyd, Brewster, Albert 
G. Brown, Carr, Clifford, Connor, M. A. Cooper, 
William R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, 
Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dickerson, 
Doan, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hock, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Joues, Keim, Kille, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, Me- 
Cletlan, McClure, McCulloch, Mallory, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgemery, Samuel 
W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, 


| Paynter, Prentiss, Reynolds, Edward Rogers, Ryall, 


Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoe!, Vroom, 
David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, J. 
W. Williams, and Henry Williams—90._ f 
NAY3—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, An- . 
drews, Bell, Boardman, Bond, Botts, Breckenridge, 
Briggs, Sampson H. Butler, Calhoun, Wm. B: 7 
Campbell, Carrol, Carter, Casey, Chittenden, ` 
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Clark, Coles, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, 
Crockett, Edward Davies, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dellet, Doe, Evans, Everett, Garland, Gates, 
Gentry, Giddings; Goggin, Goode, Granger, Griffin, 
Grinnell, Hall, William S. Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hofman, Hunt, James, 
Jenifer, Charles Johnston, William Cost Jobnson, 
Kempshalt, Lane, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Mor- 
tis, Naylor, Nisbet, Osborne, Peck, Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Shepard, Simonton, Slade, Staniy, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, John B. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
ball, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Jobn 
White, T, W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Wiliams, Winikrop, 
and Wise—93. 

So the House refused to reconsider, 

Mr. BOT TS, after som? brief preliminary ye- 
marks, asked ieave to submit the following reso- 
lution: 

Recolved, That the Committee on Accounts be 
instructed to report to this House by what autho- 
rity, and at what time, and on whose application 
it was ord red ‘and paid, they directed the Clerk 
of this House to pay the sum of $1,123 to Charles 
J. Ingersoll, as compensatioa to witnesses, &c. ex- 
amined in the contested election between the said 
Charles J. Ingersoll and Charies Naylor. 

Mr. MEDILL said he was notin his place when 
the report was made, being absent on a speeial 
eommiitee. He hoped, therefore, that ihe genije- 
man from Virginia would witadraw bis resoluiion 
for the present io permit him to make a motion in 
relation to it. 

Mr. BOTTS desired first 10 ascertain the sub- 
ject intended to be embraced by the motion. 

Mr. MEDILL said thatin case the resolution 
should be withdrawn, he intended to submit a 
motion recommitting ths report of the Clerk, aud di- 
recting dim to report 

“By what authcriy, on what vouchers, and 
through whom, he paid to E. Bulkley the 
sum of $500; t Bayre Newcombe the sum of 
$416; and to George Lowrey the sam of #104, for 
services rendered by them in taking depositions in 
the case of the costested election between Messrs. 
Ingersoll and Naylor, as reported in Document No. 
7; by what authority, and on what vouchers, he 
sent to Mr. Naylor money to pay his witnesses in 
the said contest, and which that gentleman says he 
returned; whether the said vouchers give the names 
and time of attendance +f the said witnesses, in 
whose hand writing it was filed, and what has he- 
come of the same.” 


Mr. M. said his reason for making the motion 
would be found in the report of the Clerk in rela- 
tion to the contingent expenses. He was nol 
aware that Mr. InaersoLy was any more interested 
in the payment of those expenses than Mr. Nayton. 
A certain sum had been paid to the commissioner 
at Poiladelphia, also to the door keeper, &c. Now 
he could not see that the commissioner was the 
commissioner of Mr. Iscersont any more than of 
Mr. Naytor, or that the expenses incurred for 
door keeper, &e applied to one of these centest- 
ants any more than the other. And yet the gentle- 
man (Mr. Naytor) had stated that he never touch- 
ela dollar of the money. Ji appeared that a spe. 
cific sum of money had been sent to that gentleman 
for the payment of his witnesses. Now, how could 
the Clerk have ascertained the exact amount of 
money for the payment cf these witnesses, unless a 
statement of the amount had been first forwarded 
to the office of the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, He (Mr. M.) understood that such 
‘was the fact, and that it was in the hand writing of 
the gentleman hira-eif. Whzt motive, alse, had 
influenced that gentleman in returning a portion of 
the money and not the whole, he was unable to say. 
He hoped the report wouid be recom mitied, as, if 
the House was to have a statement of the expenses, 
it ought to be full and complete. 

Mr. NAYLOR explained that in his remarks, 
the other day, he was merely answering a question 
put to bim as to whether his witnesses had been 
paid or uot. His answer on that occasion was 
that they had not, burt that he had offered to pay 
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them himself, believing they had no right to receive | 
it from the Commitiee on Accoants. He kad ne- 
ver underiaken to deny thai expenses bad been jn- 
curred for commissioner, door keeper, &c. Ia re- : 
lation to the accounts appearing in his hand writ- 
ing, Mr. N. was understood to say that his wit- 
nesses had refused to receive their compensation 
from him, urging that, as they had beea summoned 
by Congress, they had a right to be paid by Con- 
gress. Under such circumstarces, he could do no 
less than to certify to the number of days his wit- 
nesses had been engaged. Mr. N. said that when 
the chairman of the Committee on Accounts had 
intimated to him, at the last session, thatMr. In- 
GERS“LL’s money for the payment of witnesses had 
been allowed, he expressed bis as onishment, and 
declared it to be an outrage and illegal. Inasmuch, 
there‘ore, as he had never denied that expenses had 
been incurred, during the investigation of the caie, 
in which both coniestanis were ineluded, he did 
see why he should be subjected to rebuke. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested to the gentleman from 
Virginia a modification of his resol ition as fol 
lows: 

Resolved, That a!lthe papers in re’ation to mo- 
ney paid for witnesses, and the expense of taking 
testimony in the case of NAYLOR snd INGERSOLL, be 
referred to the Commitee on Public Expenditures, 
with directions to inquire how much money hay 
been paid in said case, to whom, for what, and by 
what authority said money was paid: also, fur- 
ther to inquire whether there is any existing law 
authorizing money to be paid in sais case. 

Mr BOTTS was desirous that this subject should | 
be probed to the bottom, as it was eviden: there ! 
was faultsomewhere. But with regard io ihe pro- | 
position of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. MEDILL} | 
he must decline it, inasmuch as the Clerk, in the | 
report, had stated the fact that the money was paid | 
under the authority of the Committee on Accounts, 
And in relation to the propmition of ihe gentio- | 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Bricss.] he must | 
a'so decline it, for the reason that he wished to af | 
ford to the Committee on Accounts an opportunity 
of defending thrm:elves if they ehrse. He thought | 
it would be unjust to discuss ihe matier withoa! 
affording the committee such an opportunity. 

The question then being on the resolution, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend by adding the 
words previously suggested. 

| 
i 


Mr. UNDER WOOD had seen the origin of difi- 
culties like these, and four or five years ago he had 
predicted what hid now taken place Ithe cases 
of Gisham and Newiand of North Carobna, he 
believed the precedent was established of paying 
both the contestants fora seat. Tt was alse car- 
ried out in the case of Moore and Leicher, against 
whch he (Mr. {Unperwo:p) had voted, as 
he had.also done in the case cf his New 
Jersey friends the other day. Now, in his opinion, 
this practice of paying the expenses in contested 
elections, of both the contestants, was establishing, 
a precedent by which the ten thousand witnesses 
who might be examined before justices of the 
peace in contested elections, would have to be 
paid from ons end of the country to the other. 
He was in favor of the proposition of the gentle- 
ma from Massachusettsio refer the whole subject 
to a committee, but it did not go quite far enongh, 
He though the committee ought to be directed to 
inquire as to the legality of paying contestants to 
seais here. 

Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON would not baye tron- 
bled the House with a single word on the sabject, 


Accounts. But the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Navtor] had directed his eje towards him, 
and referred to conversation whieh the gentleman 
aileged had taken p'ace between them previous to 
the adjournment of the last Congress. Mr-J then 
proceeded to state that he had not the mest distant 
recollection of ever having heard eny thing from 
that gentlemen of the character he said had taken 
place; all he knew in relation to the matter was 
from the accounts present-d to the committee by 
the genleman from Pennsylvania. The commit- 
tee, on a reference to the rule, agreed to pass the 
accounts without reference to party or other censi- H 


had not reference been made to the Commitice on r 


derations; and the accounts of beth gentlemen 
were passed. : 

In passing the resolxtion, be believed the com- 
mittee had followed the invariable rule in such 
cases; and when the proper time came, they would 
be ready to go into the matier. i 

Mr. NAYLOR was perfectly sure that the con- 
versation in question took place with a member of 
the Committee on Accounts, and that he Lad ex- 
pressed hi: opinion in regard to the illegality of the 
payment to Mr. Ingersoll’s wiinesses; bit he pers 
haps was in error in siying it was the gentleman 
frem Virginia (Mr. Jounson] to whom he bad 
made the remarks; he believed he might have been 
mistaken in that respect. 

Afer some brief remarks from Messie. BOTTS 
and ANDREWS, 

Mr. WISE said he was sorry that this great 
contest between the two gentlemen from Pennsy]- 
vania, had at last dwindled down toa mete little 
shabby matier of accounts. He hoped no foreign 
issue wouid be involved in the inquiry. For his 
part, he argued that they ought not to pay for two 
seats in the House, as a seat was not worth double 
price. The principle of paying double price was 
established iong before the case of Graham and 
Newland; and if we mean to follow the example, it 
would have the effect of offering a bounty to con- 
test the seats. He had risen, however, to call the 
attention of the House to ene point, viz: what 
right had they to make either Mr. Nayztor cr Mr. 
INGERSOLL a trustee for the payment of these wit- 
nesses? Where was the authority for making those 
geniiemen the trustees for A, B, or ©? He would 
like lo have the inquiry go farther, and require the 
gentlemen to go inw aa account with Government, 
and show that they had paid these witnesses; for if 
they had not, the parties could recover the amount 
from Government in any court of justice. He 
hoped the matter would be investigaied, as, if the 
Committee on Accounts had paid away money 
wrongfully, they would be allowed an opportunity 
of aceouniing for it, He hoped this would lead to 
some rule or law on the subject. 

Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON begged leave to say 
that, as a member of ihe Commiitee on Accounts, 
he believed they had not paid away money either 
nepligently or uniawfully. ‘The payment had been 
made in strict conformity with the 131st rule of the 


. House, as follows: 


“The rate for paying witnesses summoned to ap- 
pear before this House, or either of its committees, 
shall be as follows: For each day a witness shall 
attend, the sum of two dollars; for ezeh mile he 
shall travel, in going from or coming to the place 
of examination, the sum of ten cents each way,” 
ete. 


Mr. WISE wished to inquire if that rule autho- 
rized the payment of ihe money. 

Mr. J. JOHNSON would inform the gentleman 
that he must propound the question elsewhere. 
The commi:tee passed the accounts as presented, 
in accordance with the rule, and the receipts were 
now on fi'e. 

Mr. BOLTS desired to know if that rule autho- 
rized the Committee on Accounts to pay any thing 
without the order of the House, 

Mr. J. JOHNSON, in reply, read the 97:h rule 
of the House, viz: 

“it shail be the daty of the Committee on Ac- 
counts to superintend and control the expenditures 
of the contingent fund of the House of Representa: 
tives, and to auditan:l settle all acenunts which 
may be charged thereon, &.” 

Here, said Mr. J. is the authority, and the com- 
mittee will with great pleasure report on ell the 
facts as far as they can, They have acted in con- 
formity with the practice of the House ever since 
we have had a Government. Mr. J. concluded by 
observing that these objections were all a mere mai- 
ler of smoke, withoat the least shadow of sub- 
siance. 3 

Mr. SMITH of Maine wished to know if this 
were not petition day. 

Mr. CUSHING wished to say afew works. 

Mr. SMITH. “O, there has been exough said; 
let us have the previous question.” 

Mr. CUSHING said he should be very brief in 
wha; he kad to say. 
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“Mr. SMITH. Well, I will allow the gentleman 
five minutes, if he will promise to move the pre- 
vious question at the end of that time. 

Mr. CUSHING promised, and procecded to ar- 
gue that the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Un- 
DERWOOD,] was wrong in stating that the case of 
Newland and Graham was the first case of con- 
tested eilesiion where payment had been made. 
The first case was that of Elisha Potter, Senator 
from Rhode Island, in 1834. An act was passed 
by the Senate for the payment of the money, and it 
was concurred in by ithe House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said the case of Newland 
and Graham was the first care where money had 
been taken from the contingent fund of the House. 

Mr. CUSHING said that was a mere matter of 
argument; the question was, the fact of payment, 
and that was settled so far as precedent w.:s con- 
cerned. As regarded the question of principle, the 
right of contest was the right, not of a member 
himself, but of his constituents. It was not right 
for the House to shut out bis constituents. It was 
in that view of the matter that he voted in the case 
of Newland and Graham, Moore and Letener, the 
Mississippi case, and also in another case at the 
presen: session. Mr. C. then moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. BOTTS consented to modify his reselut on 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the Commiitee on Acccunts be in- 
siructed to report by what authority they authorized 
the Clerk of this House to pay the sum of 
$2160 50 to Charles J. Ingersoll and others, for 
taking testimony and for other expenses incurred in 
the contested elec‘ion. 

Mr. BRIGGS then withdrew his amendment, 

The call for the previous question was then se- 
conded, and the main question on the resolution or- 
‘dered and decided in the affirmative. So the reso- 
lution was adopted. 

Mr. MEDILL then moved to recomimit the re- 
port of the Clerk with the instructions previously 

` noticed; which motion was agreed to, and the report 
recommittted acccrdingly. 
PRESENTATION OF FETITIONS. 

The States and Territories were then eailed, and 

` petitions were presented by 

Messrs. SMITH and CLIFFORD, of Maine. 

[Mr. Smira asked and obiained leave to intro» 
duce a bill entitled “A bill in addition to an act to 
regulate the pay of the navy of the United States,” 
approved March 3, 1835: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. ] 

Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS, of New Hampshire. 

(Mr. Witttams presented the petition of John 
Hicks, to be placed on the list of invalid pensions.] 

Messrs. H. WILLIAMS, SALTONSTALL, 
ADAMS, LINCOLN, and CUSHING, ot Massa- 
chusetts, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, of Rhode Island. 

(Mr. Tittincuasr presented the petition of Da- 
vid Melvill, of Newport, Rhode Isiand, adminis- 
trator of Benjamin Fry, deceased, for certain al- 
lowances to be credited to said Fry. Also, present- 
ed anew the petition of Lieut. Stephen Cornell, of 
the 1€venue cutter service, for pay as lieutenant in 
the United States naval service while serving in 
that capacity in Florida; which was pending at the 
last session, and was again referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs.] 

Messrs. WILLIAMS, BOARDMAN, OS- 
BORNE, and SMITH, of Connecticat. 

{Mr. Wituiams presented the petition of Betsy 
Beebe, asking that the same relief may be extend- 
ed to her which is provided in every case of the 
widows of those who have been wounded in the 
service of the country. Aiso, the petition of Da- 
niel Penharlow, praying that his name may be 
placed on the pension roll for wounds received 
while in the :ervice of the United States during the 
late war.] 

Messrs. SLADE, EVERETT, and SMITH, of 
Vermont. 

Messrs. ALLEN, DANA, KEMPSHALL, 
CURTIS, GRANGER, BARNARD, GRIN- 
NELL, HUNT, CHITTENDEN, MARVIN, 
RUSSELL, STRONG, HAND, MONROE, 
HOFFMAN, and GATES, of New York. 5 

[On motion of Mr. 


HAND, tae petition of the | 


TOLAND, NAYLOR, 


heirs of Mary Addonis and accompanying paper 
were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. Also, the petition and papers of Ama- 
ble Mority to the Commiitee’on Revolutionary 
Clsims. Also, petition and papers of J-seph S. 
Thomas, to the Committee of Claims. Atso, peti- 
tions and papers in cates of the children of Mary 
Addonis and childien of Joseph Plumb, were re- 
committed to the Commitee on Revolutionary 
| Pensions. Also, the petitions and papers of John 
Wilson were referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. Also referred additional papers in case 
of Levi M Roberts ] 

[r. Hunt presented a memorial from citizens 
of West Troy and Wraterviiet, Albany county, 
New York, asking the passage of a bankrupt law; 
referred to the Commitiee on the Judiciary.} 

[Mr. Srrona presented a p:tition of sundry 
eitizens of Seville county, New York, praying the 
passage of a general banurept iaw; referred to the 
Committee oa the Judiciary.) 

(Mir. Kempsuat. presented the petition of 
Henry O. R-iliy and 167 other citizens cf Monrce 
county, New Yok, praying for the enactment of a 
general bavkrunt law. j 

(Mr. Curtis laid before the House a commu- 
nication from the Fifth Auditor to the Chairman of 

the Committee on Commerce, in relation to light- 
houses. 

Atso, a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in relation to the purchase of a sma!l 
piece of janl to complete the site of the custom- 
house in New York. 

Mr. C. presented the memorial of Samuel B 
Gaston, cf New York, end many other inhabi- 
iants of that ciy, praying for the passage of a 
b:nkrupt law } 

(Mr Granaer presented the petition of citie 

zens of Ontario county, in the State ef New York, 
in favor of a gencral backrupt law] 

{Mr Curranpe x presen‘ed the petitions of in- 
habitants of Jefferson county, for a pust route from 
Carthage to Adams; and from inhabitants of Jef- 
ferson county, for a ship canal around the Falls of 
Niagara ] 

Mr. BARNARD presented the petitions of citi- 
zens of the State of New Yorx, complaining of im- 
) preper and exira-judicial conduct of Augustus 
! Conkling, one of the judges of the United States for 
the District of New York. 


[Mr. B. said that this, like all other cases of a 
similar description, was of great delicacy; and, at 
his request, the petitions were read, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Messrs. WAGENER, LEET, GALBRAITH, 
McCLURE, and DAVIES, 
of Pennsylvania. 

{Mr. Torann said, that in the absence of his 
colleague from the city, [Mr. Serarant ] to whom 
the duty had been assigned, he had been requested 
to lay before the House the proceedings of nume- 
rous persons interested in claims for -French spolja- 
tions prior to 1800, held at the Exenange, in Phila- 
delpaia, on the 24th of November last. Mr.T. 
expressed a strong desire that this Congress woald 
not rise without passing a law for the relief of those 
claimants, the justice of whose claims had been 
so generally admitted, and which had been so c:u* 
elly and unjustly delayed. 

Te proceedings were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Torann also presented tke petition of 
Margaret C. Meade, widow and executrix of Rich- 
ard W. Meade, praying for the adjustment of the 
claims of her deceased husband ] 

Messrs, JOHNSON and JENIFER, of Mary- 
land. 

Messrs. JOHNSON, WISE, and HUNTER, o 
Virginia. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, of North Carolina. 

Mr. GRIFFIN, of South Carolina. 

Mr. DAWSON, of Georgia. 

Messrs. TRIPLETT, BUTLER, UNDER- 
WOOD, POPE, BOYD, and DAVIS, of Ken- 
tucky. 

(Mr. Taiecer? presented the memcrial of a meet- 
ing of Tobacco Planters of Daviess county, Ken- 
tucky. „Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Da- 
viess county interested in the cultivation of tobacco.] 
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‘Messrs. CAMPBELL „BROWN, and GENTRY, 
of Tennessee, 

Messrs. DOAN, GIDDINGS, 
Ohie. 

_ Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana. 

Messrs. RARIDEN, LANE, and CARR, ‘of In- 
diana. 

[Mr. Carr: presented the petition of John Hogg 
of Indiana, praying a pension; also, the petition of 
Michael Seas, praying his name may be reinstated 
on the pension toli: referred to the Committee on 
Revointionary Pensions.] 

[Mr. Ranipen presented the petition of the eiti- 
zens of Lagrange and Nobie counties, in the State 
of Indiava, fora post route from Bronson’s Prae 
rie, on the Chicago read, in Michigan, via Barn- 
sides Mills, Union Mills , Prentiss’s and Coeran's 
Mills, to the post office at Kindlesville. 

Oa motion of Mr. Rarinen, all the petitions for 
new mail routes presented by him at the last ses- 
sion, and not acted upon, were recommitted to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. .} 

Messrs. BROWN and THOMPSON, of Mis- 
sissippi. 

_Massrz. STEWART and REYNOLDS, of Ii- 
nois, 

[Mr. RRYNOLDS presented the petition of Mr. 
Dadley W, Duncan of William county, Hinois, 
praying a change of entry of land, a mistake hav~ 
ing ke:n made in the first purchase: referred to ihe 
Committee on the Public Lands] 

{Mr. Stuart presented the foiiowing petitions: 
Of Jobn R. Faikest, praying a pension for the ser- 
v.ces of his father in ile war of the Revolution. 

Of sunlry aifigens cf Dlinois, praying the esta: 
blishment ef a daily mail from Terre klante to 
Peoria, anda tieweekiy mail from that. piace to 
Rock Island. j 

Of Latter Day Saints, commonly known as Mor- 
mons, for the redress of ceriain grievances Com- 
raited agains? them in the S:ate of Missouri.) 

STEAMBOAT DISASTERS. 

Mr UNDERWOOD presented five petitions, to 
wit: From Henrietta Hope and 56 others, ladies 
of Baltimore; from Emily G. Fulton and 67 others, 
ladies of Baltimore; from John Coates. and 62 
others, of Chillicothe, Ohio; from Seth Lockwood 
and 130 otters, of New York; and from Capi, Geo. 
Guyther and 158 others, passengers on board the 
steamboat Coiamhia, praying Congress to act upon 
the bills reported to the select committee at the last 
session to prevent steamboat disasters. 

Mr. U. said that after the bills to guard against 
steamboat disasters bd been reported by himself 
during the last session, he had requested Mr. Raub 
and Dr. Vantyne to ascertain the number of 
steamboat disasters which had occurred within the 
last ten years, their nature, and the destruction of 
life and property on board; from which document 
it appears (as Mr. U. informed the House) that 
the whole number of disasters which Dr. V. had 
ben eble to cbizia information concerning was 
185; thatthe number of lives lost was 1,733; the 
number of wounded was 379: of these, there were 
killed by explosions, collisions, and fires, on the 
Mississippi and its ‘ributaries, 991, and. wounded 
260; on sea and tide-water, deaths from the same 
causes 368, wounded 94; on the lakes, deaths from 
the same causes 85, wounded 4. 

Mr. U. stated that the information, as faras it 
went, was no doubt acenrate; bat it did not em- 
b:ace, as the letter showed upon its face, the extent 
of the mischief, Tt was, bowever, an important 
document, ard ‘he hoped the House would’ print it, 
For himceit, he feit under. obligations to: its author 
for the diligence and talent manifested in its prepa- 
ration. 

A select committee was raised, on the motion of 
Mr. U. to whom the five petitions, the letter of Dr. 
Vantyne, and the report and bills of the select com- 
mittee at the last session on the subject of sieam- 
boat disasters, were referred, and the letter of Dr. 
Vantyne was “ordered to be printed. 

Whilst petitions were being presented— 

Mr. BREWSTER, in pars suance of notie? here- 
tofore given, asked leave to introduce a bill for the 
improvement of certain harbors. 

Objection was made-to granting leave te intro- 
duce this bill. 


and ore ‘of 
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And, on the question of leave, Mr. FILLMORE 
called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

It was thea suggested that leave could not pe 
given while petitions were being presented, to in- 
troduce a bill; and as there was considerable op- 


position. to the introduction of the bill at this. 


time— 

‘Mr. BREWSTER withdrew his application 
until the States shouid be called for resolutions, 
when it would be in order to make the motion. 

During the presentation of petitions, the follow- 
ing notices for leave to introduce bills were given, 
viz: ` 

By Mr. MONTGOMERY: Of a bill to change 
the mode of disposing of the publie Jands. 

By Mr. STANLY: Of a bill to provide for the 
payment of the fourth instalment to the State: as 
soon as the public debt is paid, and to release the 
States from all obligation to return the three instal- 
ments already paid. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi: Of a bill 
to revive the ac's of 1837, °38, for appointing 
commissioners to adjust. certain claims under the 
Mth article of the Choctaw treaty of 1830. 

By Mr. CROSS, of Arkansas: Of a bill making 
an appropriation to complete the removal of the 
raft of Red river, and for other purposes. 

Also, of à bill to confer upon the District Court 
of the United States for the State of Arkansas, Cir- 
cuit Court jurisdiction in certain cases. 

By Mr. BARNARD: Of a bill for a uniform sys- 
tem of bankruptey. 

Also, of a bill making an appropriation for the 
improvement of the navigation of the Hudson 
river, 

By Mr. LANE: Of a bill to confirm to the State 
of Indiana the lands selecied by said State for the 
continuation of that portion of the Wabash and 
Erie Canal that lies between the mouth of the Tip- 
pecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for other 
purposes. 

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

Mr. MONROE, under the notice heretofore 
given, obtaincd leave to introdace a bill entitled 
“An act to abolish imprisonment for debt in 
certain cases; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. M. remarked that the subject was one of 
much importance, and he hoped the House would 
take speedy action upon it forthe benefit of the 
South. 

Mr. CRABB den‘ed that the bill was moregfor 
the benefit of the South than the North. 

Mr. MONROK said he had as much respect for 
the Sonth as any body; and that he held a letter in 
his hand stating the fact that some of the citizens 
from the gentleman’s district were now confined in 
the New York jail. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, under the notice here- 
tofore given, obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
regulate the forms and modes of proceeding in 
the courts of the United State, to regulate the fee 
bills, and to limit the emoluments of certain offi- 
cers; which was read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DELLET, under notice heretofore given, 
obtained Jeave to introduce a bill to complete the 
improvements in the harbor of Mobile; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. WILLAMS of Connecticut, 

Resolved, That the papers on file, relating to the 
petition of Eunice Clark, praying to be allowed the 
arrearages of pension of which her late husband 
was deprived by being wrongfully stricken from 
the pension roll, be now referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, 

On motion of Mr, GRINNELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
directed to inquire into the expediency and practi- 
cability of erecting a light-house on!Southeast point 
of Coreysfort reef, on the coast of Florida. 

On motion of Mr. E. DAVIES, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General hereby is 
required to inform this House whether Ralph Jack- 
son isa contractor for carrying the mail in the 
State of Illinois; who are his sureties, or wha is 
responsible to the Department. for any failure cn 
his part to fulfil bis contract, 


On motion of Mr. GATES, i . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be direeted to inquire into the propriety 
of increasing the pension of widow Lydia Hoord. 

On motion of Mr. TRUMAN SMITH of 
Connecticut, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be directed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting to Ebenezer Johnson a pension for 
services rendered by him during the war of the Re- 
volution. $ 

On motion of Mr. GALERAITH, 

Resolved, That the Committe on Revolutionary 
Pensions inquire into the expediency of extending 
the act of Congress of the 7:h of July, 1838, enti- 
ued “An act granting half pay and pensions to 
certain widows,” for another period of five years; 
and, also, into the expediency of extending the pro- 
visions of the act of 7th June, 1832, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the act forthe relief of cer- 
tain remaining officers and soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion,” so as to grant pensions to these who served 
at any time previous to the treaty of Fort Gren- 
ville, in August, 1795; and that said commuitee 
report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Maine, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be directed to inquire into the propriety 
of placing the name of Joseph Veazie upon the 
roll of Revolutionary pensioners. 

Oa motion of Mr. EVERETT, / 

Resolved, That the Committee an Invalid Per- 
sions be instracted to inquire into the expediency 
of granting a pension to Beriott Wright, a soldier 
in the late war with Great Britain, and that his 
papers on file be referred therewith. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, 

R solved, That the Committee on Revolationary 
Pensions be directed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting to Jemima Brisbee, widow cf Elisha 
Brisbee, an increase of the pension allowed to her 
by the Pension Office, for the services of her hus- 
band during the war of the Revolution, in con- 
formity to evidence now on file in said office. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

Resolved, That the President of the United Stetes 
be requested to communicate to this House, (if not 
in his opinion incompatible with the public inte- 
rest,) all the correspondence between this Govern- 
ment and that of Great Britain, or the officers and 
agents of either, or the officers and acents of this 
Government with the President or any of its De- 
partmen's, which has not heretofore been commu- 
nicated to this Housc, on the subject of the out- 
rage of burning the Caroline on the Niagara fron- 
tier; and whether there is any prospect of compen- 
sation being made to the owner of said boat for 
the loss thereof; and also wkether any communica- 
tions have beea made to this Government in regard 
to the arrest and imprisonment of McLeod, 
by the authorities of the State of New York, for 
being concerned in said outrage; and if so, that he 
communicate a copy thereof to this House. 

On motion of Mr. SMITEL of Maine, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
placing upon the roll of iavalid pensions the name 
of Daniel Cuore, of Portland, Me. 

On motion of Mr. GRINNELL, 

Reeolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of enter- 
ing into negotiations with the British Government, 
for the purpose of erecting a light-house on the 
Little Isaacs, and of placing such buoys on the 
Bahama banks, as may diminish the danger of this 
difficult navigation. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted the following reso. 
lution, which was referred to the Committee of the 
‘Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed: Š 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled, (two-thirds 
of both Houses deeming it necessary,) That the fol- 
lowing article be proposed to the Legislatures of 
ihe several States, as an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, which article, when 
ratifiel by three-fourths. of the said Legislatures, 
to be valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of 
the said Constitution: 2 


“The six years’ term of service prescribed iñ 


-the Censtitution for United States Senators, andthe 


two years?’ term for which members of the House 
of Representatives are to be chosen, shall com- 
mence on the first day of December instead of the 
fourth day of March. 

“Those Senators and Representatives who shall 
be in office when this amendment shall be adopted 
asa partof the Constitution, shall hold their of. 
fices respectively until the first day of December 
next after the fourth day of March when their 
offises would expire had this amendment not been 
made.” 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Torspay, December 22, 1840. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of Daniel 
Pettibone; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the petitions and 
papers of Samuel Jamison, Jobn S. Billings, Samu- 
el Crapin, John McClanahan, the widow of Samu- 
el Ailen, the widow of Jenas Snow, and of Mary 
Neal, now on the files of the Senate, were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. i 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a letier from a 
number of citizens of Philadelphia, who are large- 
ly interested in the Agricultural Bank of Natchez, 
praying for an extension of time for the payment 
of ths debts due to the Government; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. HENDERSON gave notice that to-morrow 
he would ask leave to introduce a joint resolution 
to authorize the Seeretary of the Treasury to ex- 
tend further indulgence to the late deposite banks. 

Mr. DIXON presented a document in relation to 
the claim of Edward Wade; which was referred to 
the Commiltee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following 
resolution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instrucied to inquire into: the 
expediency of making a just allowance to Stokes 
and Pardom, mail contractors on the route from 
Tuscaloosa to Courtland, Alabama, for the period 
between ‘the first of March and the first of June, 
1839, during which one third of their compensation 
has been withheld. 

Mr. C. also presented documents in relation to 
the claim above alluded to, which were referred to 
the same commitiee. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of a 
nomber of mechanics engaged on the arsenal in 
Worth Carolina; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, ' 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a copy of the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting in Philadelphia, numerously 
attended, and which asked for the favorable action 
of Congress in relation to the claim for French spo- 
lations prior to 1800; which was laid on the tabie, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous notice, ask- 
ed and obtained leave to introduce a bill for creat- 
ing a new land district in the State of Missouri, 
and for changing the boundaries of the Southwestand 
Western land distict in said State; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Commitiee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. HENDERSON, in purswance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of certain railroad companies therein 
named; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the petition of 
Fiancis Gehon, and the petition of James M, Mor- 
gap; now on file, were referred to the Committee 
on Claims. i 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Thomas 
Ciark; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the documents ini re- 
lation to the claim of the Nantueket Steamboat 
Company, now on file, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Po-t Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of 
Henry Simpsen; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, 


SRA 


ae ae i 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


45 


On mouen by Mr. S. the petition of John C. 
Reynolds, new on file, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Afairs. 

Mr. CALHOUN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of the representatives of Captain 
John Williams, late of North Carolina; which was 
twice read, and referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

Mr. C. also, on leave, introduced a bill to cede 
the public lands within the limits of the new States 
on certain conditions therein named; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. as 

THE CHARTER OF TEE CITY GF WASHINGTON. 

Mr. NORVELL, pursuant tő notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduceA bill to amend and 
continue in force an act for the incorporation of the 
city of Washington. The ill was read twice, and 
Mr. N. moved its reference toa select committee. 

Mr. MERRICK objec'ed to such a reference. 

True, a bill of a similar character had been so re- 
ferred the last session of Congress, to which he had 
consented, because, at that late period of the ses- 
sion, he did not think it possible that the Committee 
on the District o` Columbia could give it such at- 
tention as it required to mature it; but now, at the 
commencement of a session, he hoped this bill 
would be referred to the appropriate committee— 
that on the District of Colurabia. 
_ Mr. NORVELL, after some remarks on the con- 
stitution of the present Committee on the District of 
Columbia, said his wish was to place the bill in the 
bads of a committee that would be favorable to its 
objects. It was his misfortune, at the last session, 
in reporting this bill from the select éommittee to 
which it had been referred, to have overlooked an 
omission of the copying clerk, which had since been 
made the foundation of an accusation against kim 
and other Senators who composed that committee. 
He desired, therefore, the reference of this bill to a 
select committee, that he might have an opportunity 
to set himself right on that point. 

Mr. MERRICK said the Senator from Michi- 
gan would have ample opportunity to set himself 
right, and to explain this omission in the bill of last 
session, whenever the bill came up for discussion 
before this body. He did not kaow how that Se- 
nator could undertake to assume that the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia was hostile to a 
new charter, for there had been no evidence to jus- 
tify the assumption. The ‘committee of the last 
session-pand the committee of this session was 
composed of nearly the same members— if’ he re- 
collected right, were in favor of a remodification of 
the charter, but there was not time to enable them 
to obtain the necessary information on which to 
report a bill; and he hoped now there was to be no 
party organization in reference to the charter for 
this part of the District of Columbia. It was true 
that the present standing commitiee consisted ex- 
clusively of Whigs, which was a proof that the 
gentleman who appointed them had confidence in 
those appointed, that they would do their 
duty fairly aad faithfully; and he kaew of no rea- 


‘son now why there should be such a gratui- 


tous assumption that the committee was hostile 
to the measure, and that therefore it should not 
have its appropriate reference. He wow'd act on 
every question on its merits, and he would not in- 


-quire to what party the memorialists might belong 


Mr. NORVELL had no intention to prolong the 
discussion. In reference to the remarks of the Se- 
hater from Maryland, that he should disregard par- 
ty influence, and did not look at party distmetions, 
he (Mr. NorveLL) was not solicitous to proclaim 
sentiments of thar character, It was well known 
there were certain principles on which parties in 
this country were divided, and it was not for kim 
to admit thathe had no party bias: he had a de- 
cided party bias, and whenever questions were pre- 
sented to him in which the distinctive party princi- 
ples were involved, it would govern hisaction. If 
it had not been so—if it had not been that there 
were party distinctions—he and the honorable gen: 
tleman from Maryland might not have occupied 
their present positions. He asked for the ayes and 
noes on the guestion of reference. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama heped the gentleman 


from Michigan would be gratified, when certain 
facts were known, which had intervened between 
this and the last session: he thought it was due to 
that gentleman that a select committee should be 
appointed. It was manifestly the leading motive 
of the friends of the bill at the last session to ex- 
tend the right of suffrage to many who had before 
been deprived of it: the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed; but, in th? copying, one or two clauses had 
been accidentally omitted, and the omission was 
only discovered when it was too late to rec- 
tify the error, unless by unanimous consent, 
which was not obtained, as a gentleman on 
the other side objected. Under these circum- 
stances he (Mr. Cray) moved to lay the. bill 
on the table with au intimation that at the 
present session it would be brought up again. But 
what use bad bees made of this? Why it had 
been published through this Union, that he and his 
friends had attempted to introduce into a bill re- 
specting the District of Columbia, the principle of 
Abolition. Yes, the false and slanderous charge had 
been copied into every dirty party shect, and in his 
State especially, i: had been imputed to him—falscly 
and slanderously imputed to him—and not only to 
him, but the same accusation had becn made ge- 
nerally against his coileague and the friends of 
universal snffrage who voted with him. He 
hoped that this bill would be committed to a spe- 
cial commitice, not only because it was according 
to an established parliamentary principle that a 
bill shonld be referred to a committee, a majority 
of which, at least, was favorable. to its principle, 
but that at all events he and his friends might be 
permitted to do themselves justice, in view of the 
accusations of those who had so foully slandered 
them. 

Mr. MERRICK disclaimed any hostility to the 
extension of the right ef suffrage; and if any ac- 
eusation had been made zgainst the gentieman from 
Alabama and his friend from Michigan of any in- 
tention to doany thing to affect the peculiar inte- 
rests of the South, it was unjust, and without foun- 
dation; and he (Mr. Merrick) gave the gentlemen 
his testimony that they were free from any just 
ground of imputation. He then argued against 
the reference to a select committee, and denied that 
it was the practice to refer bills to committees that 
were known to be favorable to their principle, on 
the petition of the memoralisis. He was of opi- 
nion that this bill should go the usualstanding com- 
fnittee for this District, for there were many mat- 
ters to be regulaied with which they, from their 
position, were the most likely to be acquainted; 
there were many matters that would enter into the 
consideration of this bill which ought not to be over- 
looked in framing a new chatter; it was very im- 
portant that there should be a redistribution of 
the representative power amovg the wards cf the 
city according to the population of the different 
parts of the city, and thcre were a great many 
other subjects properly appertaining to the com- 
mittee cf this District, and therefore he hop:d 
the select committee would not be appointed. 

Mr. PRESTON opposed the special reference, 
and argued that the bill ought to be referred to the 
Standing committee for the District. He thought 
the question of an extension of the right of suffrage 
was one of great importance, and one that required 
the profoundest consideration. In his own State he 
had expressed his opinion that it was a great want 
of policy to restrict the right of suffrage, except as 
to color: in a slaveholding State, where one-half 
the working classes were struck out, it scemed to 
him to be an odious distinciion among the whites, 
and he desiredto disfranchize noone. In this prin- 
ciple he aequiesceed—this principle he advocated, 
buthe had yet,as a Senator, to be convinced 
whether his Svuth Carolina doctrine was applica- 
ble to the District of Columbia. He would ask 
the people here what they desire, and look to what 
extent it would affect their institutions, their habits, 
their prejadices, and their dispositions; ke preferred 
therefore that this matter should go to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SOUTHARD also advocated the reference 
of the bill to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. On the abstract question of human rights, 
his opinions ceuld not be mistaken; but they must 


recollect they were legislating for this District, 
which was without representation; and they should 

look a litle further. They must consider who it was 

here that had a right to vole, and what was their re- 

sidence here, what was their interest here, and how. 
it would affect the great insutations of the South; 

and a hundred other questions they must ask them- 

selves, before they decided on a measure of this im- 

portance. The Senator might get a special com- 

mit’ee, that would arrive ata conclusion with won- 

derful rapidity; bat he assured him that if it weré 

referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 

lumbia, that committee would reflect and examine, 

and then decide according to their best-judgments 

respecting the interesis to be affected. - 

Mr. HUBBARD said, it occurred to him it was 
unnecessary to discuss the merits of ihe bill which 
the committee appointed at the Jast session report- 
ed. That subject was not now before them, but it 
might be weil for the Senate to consider what was 
the precise question which they had to determine. 
He had a perfect recollection of the whole history 
of-this affair, and he woul] undertake to relate in 
It was in consequence of certain resolutions and 
memorials presented to this House in the month of 
February, 1840, by the Senators from Ohio, in ré- 
lation to this very matter, which were referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia—a 
committee which was constituted nearly as at pre- 
sent—and on which, as late as the 5th of June, no 
report had been made; that other memorials were 
presented by the Senator from Michigan, and ‘a 
special committee was appointed, of which the Se- 
nator from Michigan [Mr. NorveLL] was the chair- 
man. Now he [Mr. Husearp] as the chairman of 
the Committee on Claims would be glad to be reliev- 
ed from the consideration of many claims, by their 
reference to a select committee; and he believed the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Crirrenpen,] and the 
Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Murerck,] assented 
to, 1f they did not recommend, the appointment of a 
select committee on this subject The very reason 
why a bill should be kept before a standing com- 
mittee which had if in its care, would induce him 
w desire that this bill should again go to a select 
committee, which had had it in its consideration, 
He thought it was not too much to ask for this. 
The select committee, of which the Senator from 
Michigan was the head, had had the memorial, on 
which ihis bill was based, in their care; they had 
made a report thereon, and he did think the subject 
should be kept where it was last seision. 

Mr. MERRICK replica. 

Mr. KING had listencd attentively to the re« 
maiks of the Senators, and he was surprised to 
find so much importance attached to the refereace 
of this Hill to either a select or a standing commit- 
te. They had heard of party and party legisla- 
tien fer this District, which bad no potitical influ- 
erce or power; but when he appointed the standing 
committee for this District it was certainly with no 
manifestation of party feeling, for the members of 
the committee were all of the polidcal party ad- 
verse to that to which he belonged. In the appoint- 
ment of that committee he never thought of party, 
and he beleved there was not a Senator in that 
chamber that would believe it to be either right or 
proper to legislate for the District on party princi- 
ples. But the members of the S.lect Committee 
who had charge of this subject at the last session, 
had been held up to public indignation because 
a mistake had been made by a clerk in co- 
pyiog the bill, and they had been charged with 
the prom ‘tion of this as a political game for a poli- 
tical purpose: but it wes a base accusation, znd it 
eame frum a base source. Every gentleman that 
knew him, well knew that no consideration could in- 
duce him to depart from the course he believed to be 
the correct one from any political consideration; and 
yet they bad been thus arraigned for politica! pur- 
poses; and his friend [Mr. Norvext] had been cen 
sured for reporting a charter which it was asserted 
contained provisions deleterious in Ahemselves, in 
consequence of the accidental omissions which had 
been mentioned. 

Now he cared but liltle whether this bill was re. 
ferred to the Cemmittee on the District of Colum- 
bia or to a select committee. If he alone were to 
decide, he would say, let it go to the Committee on 
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the District of Columbia—it was their business to 
examine and guard the interests of the District, and 
he had no doubt they wouid do the duty whieh they 
owed to their country, which they owed to them- 
selves, and which they owed particularly to the 
District. He would be perfectly satisfied that the 
eharter shouid be left to them; but his friends, whe 
had been subject to censure, however, thoyght they 
owed it to themselves to have this subject again 
brought under their control, that they might presen 
it iu the shape which they had intended it should 
have originally assumed. There was ancther 
reason why there should be no delay. The charter 
of the city had already expired, and memorials had 
been presented urging its renewal, and the exten. 
sion of the right of suffrage; and he hoped ‘such a 
charter would be granted as would be beneficial to 
the District, giving its inhabitants all the rights 
that properly belonged tc them. The great political 
contest of the country was over, and there was 
no, object in attributing to Senators principles 
which they did not hold; and if the standing com- 
mittee would take it up at an early day, and 
promptly act upon the bill, be hoped bis friend 
[Mr. Norve.t} would withdraw his propositson. 
He hoped they should not make any thirg like a 
party con'eston a subject into which it ought not 
to enter. 


Mr. NORVELL said, in explanation of his own 
course on this bill, that about five handred citizens 
of this District, many of whom did not pessess the 
right of suffrage, had petitioned Congress for the 
enactment of a new charter, which petitions 
were refered to the Committee on the District; 
but as several months had elapsed without 
those memorials being acted upon, a commit- 
tee of citizens waited. upon him, and requested 
that he would present ancther memorial, and 
move its reference to a select committee; aud 
in pursuance of that and repeated requests 
subsequently, he had made the propositien which 
he submitted at the last session, and not because 
he desired to take upon himself the labor of 
such a committee, and of examining ihe subject 
so fully as woald be necessary to enable him to 
prepare and perfect the measures for he had 
enough to do on two other important committees of 
which he was a member. Ile repeated, be acicd 
in pursuance of the desire of those whom the com- 
mittee was appointed to represent, mest of whom 
were divesed ot the right of suffrage; and in do- 
ing so, had he done any thiug but justice to those 
citizens? He was also desirous to say that he was 
unwilling to allow the statement to remain an- 
contradicted, that be was, or ever had besn, 
hostile to the interests cf aay class of citizens of the 
city of Weshington or of the Souths so far from 
being hostile to the Dietriet, be had taken his seat 
but fora very few days, the first session he set 
there, before he expressed his desire to give these 
people a Represemiative, or a Delegate, similar to 
the Territories, cn the avowed principle that it was 
necessary to induce ihe two Houses to pay proper 
attention io their interests. And at the same time, 
hg seconded, to the exient of his ability, resolutions 
respecting the peculiar interests of the South, 
and going the full length with the Southera 
gentlemen, in regard to the disposition which they 
had thought proper to make of the applications to 
the Senate io interfere with those interests. 
Having been particularly acquainted for thirty 
years with a large poriisn of 
of this District, be had not supposed that 
now he should be charged with hostility to their ia- 
lerests. But what was the fact? Why, sir, in a for- 
mal and ably written commuuication, which had 
been sent to the people of the United Slates, 
in the shape cf an appeal from the people 
of this District, an attack bad been made cn 
the select committee, of which he had the honor 
io be the chairman. In this documeni, it was al- 
leged that this subject was not introdaced into the 
Senate until alter the municipal election in Jone 
last, and it was in consequence of the result of ihat 
election that it had becn intrcduccd. Now, was ihat 
the fac? Was it not introduced early in the ses- 
sion, and bad it not been before the committee four 
months previous to the municipal election? Again, 
it was alleged that the omissions were intentional 


the people- 


omissions, and that the seket committee and the 


majority cf that bedy had aimed a vital blow at’ 


the most serious and essential interests of this part 
of the country. Under these cirenmstanees it 
was that he felt it to be his peculiar duty to propose 
the recommittal of this bill to the select commit- 
tee. Senators over the way seemed to think that 
only one description of citizens in this city possess- 
ed any rights. Admitting the class opposed to the 
extension of the elective franchise to be here the 
majority, had the minority no rights? Were they 
to be treated as slaves, to have no voice in the af- 
fairs of the city, and their complain's to be disre- 
garded? He hoped not. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped his friend from 
Michigan would now withdraw his motion of re- 
ference to a select committee. 

Mr. NORVELL consented, and then the bill was 
referred to the standing Committee on the Di:trict 
of Columbia. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Georgetown, asking for an amendment of 
their charter so as te extend the elective franchise. 

Mr. MERRICK, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
authorizing the granting letters testamentary and 
of administration to aliens in the District of Co- 
lumbia; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee 02 Claims, 


‘which memorials on the subject had been referred, 


reported 

A bill for the relief of Philip Weademan; and 

A bill for the relief of Welter Loomis and Abe} 
Gay; 
whieh were respectively read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Com} +: on Private 
Land Claims, te which were refe: eg 

A bill to continue in force the “Act for the final 
adjustment of private land elaims in Missouri,” 
approved July 19, 1832; and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved March 2, 1833; 

A bill to authorize the issue of a patent to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased; 


A bill for the relief of Gregoire Sarpy, or his le-- 


gal representatives; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava; 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher; 

A bill for the relef of Thomas P. Copes, 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Eogy; 

A bill confirming the claira of the heirs cf Jo 
seph Thompson, sr. deceased, to a certain tract uf 
land ia Missonri; 

A bil for the reliefof the representatives of 
Pierre Bonhomme; 

A bill for the relief of Joshaa 
ssignze of Cornelius McCurtin; and 

A bill to confirm to George ‘Tucker, his beirs or 
assignees, a certain tract of lend in Alabama; 
reported the same without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that they do pass. 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which had been referred a bill to 
authorize the Legislature of the State of Ar- 
kansas lo sell the lands heretofore appropriated for 
the use of schools in thatSiate, reported:he same 
without amendment, and in favor of its passage. 

Mr. F. in pursuance of previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bil! for the re- 
iet of Henry Wilson; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. PIERCE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
equalize the pay of the army and for other purpo- 
ses; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. $ 

Mr. PRENTISS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and ubtained leave to introduce a bili in 
addition to the act to promote the progress of the 
ureful arts; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Commitee on Patents and the Patent Office, 

Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Adam 
Stewart. 

Mr. ANDERSON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for 


Kennedy, as- 


the allowance of invalid pensions to certain Chero- 
kee warriors under the 14th article of the treaty of 


1835. z 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee en Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred a bill for the re- 
lief of Francis Laventure, Ebenezer Childs, and 
Linas Thompson, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. KING gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the le- 
gal representatives of Aaron Vail, deceased, late 
consul at L'Orient, 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following engrossed bills were then taken up 
on their third reading, read a third ume, and 
passed: PONOA. 

The bill amendatery of the act abolishing impri- 
sonment for debt. 

The bill for the relief of George W. Paschall. 

The bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama 
the two yer cent. fend reserved by the act for her 
admission into the Union, to be applied to the mak- 
ing of a road or roads leading to said State. 

The bill to establish an additional land district in 
the S:ate of Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of William Jones.’ 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers on the 
lic lands, who were deprived of the benefits of the 
act granting pre-emption rights, which was approved 
on the 19th of June, 1834. 

The bill to grant other lands to the inhabitants of 
townships deprived of the 16th section by Indian 
reservations, 

The bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a certain reservation in the 
State of Alabama. 

Tine bill in relation to donations of land to certain 
persons in the State of Arkansas. 

The bill to quiet the ti:les of certain land claimants 
in the States of Missouri and Arkansas, and for 
other purposes. 

The bill to settle the title to certain tracts of land 
in the S.ate of Arkansas. 

The bill to authorize the inhabitants of township 
eisht north, range thirty-two west, in the State of 
Arkansas, to enter a section of laud in lieu of the 
sixteenth section in said township, upon condition 
that the same be surrendered to the United States 
for military purposes. , 

The bill authorizing the inhabitants of fractional 
township teu south, of range one east, in the Staie 
of Arkansas, to enter one half section of land for 
school purposes. 

The bill for the relief? of James Smith*of Ar 
kansas. 

Fhe bill forthe relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost their improvements in ecnsequence of 
a treaty between the United States and the Choctaw 
Indians. 

Mr. PORTER submitted the followirg resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to transmit to the Senaie any informa- 
tion in bis possession relative to the survey directed 
by the act of the 12th of June, 1838, entitled “An 
act to ascertain and designate the boundary line 
between the State of Michigan and Territory of 
Wiskonsan.” 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following resolu: 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That ihe Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the “expediency of inter- 
dieting by law tae allowance of salvage to the offie 
cers and crews of revenue cutters and of pubiic 
armed vessels employed by the Government in af- 
fording relief to merchant vessels during the ingle- 
ment seasons or at other times, 

The resolution subdmitied yesterday by Mr. Nór- 
VELL, in re’ation to the removal of the chandelier, 
was iaken up, and after some remarks from Mt. 
N. and Mr. TAPPAN, was laid on the table. 

And the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tozspay, Dec. 22,1840. 
The SPEAKER laid befcre the Housé the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: 
1. From the Secretary of the Navy, in answer to 
a recolution of the Blouse of the 11th of May last, 


communicating a statemen! of the officers of the 
navy on leave or furlough, including passed mid- 
shipmen; showing the cause of their absence, the 
time of its expiration, &c. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

2. From the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
report of the Commissioner of Pensions, containing 
information relative to pensioners, applying for a 
pension, or an increase of fen-ion, required to be 
laid annually before Congress by the act of May 
29, 1830. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, laid upon the 
table, and crdered to be printed, 

3. From the Clerk of the House, as follows: 
Hon. R. M. T., Huerer, 

Speaker of the House of Representatizes U. S.: 

Sir: In obedience to the further order of the 


House, passed Dezember 21, 1840, “ihat said re- | 


port be recommitted to the Clerk, with instructions 
further to report by what authority, on what vouch- 


ers, and through whom, he paid to C. Bulkley the | 


sum of $500; to Bayse Newcomb the sum of $416; 
and to George Lowrey the sum cf $104, for ser- 
vices rendered by them in taking depositions in the 
case of the contested election between Messrs. Fn- 
gersoll and Naylor, as reported in Document No 7; 
by what authority, and oa what vouchers, be sent 
to Mr. Naylor money to pay his witnesses in the 
gaid contest, and which that gentleman says he re- 
turned; whether the said vouchers give the names 
and time of attendance of the said witnesses, in 
whose handwriting it was filed, and what has be- 


come of the same,” I beg leave to report that the | 


account presented by C. Bulkley for services as 
clerk, &c. amounted to §869 50. On the face of 
this account was an order, signed by the Chairman 
of Accounts, to pay $500 to said Bulkley. The 
account presented by Bayse Neweomb for ser- 
vices as commissioner, &¢. amounted to $520. 
By a similar order written on the face of ithe 
paper, I was directed to pay $416. 

‘The account of George Lowrey, as door-keeper, 
amounting to $104—not beirg reduced by the com- 
mitlee—was directed to be paid by a verbal order. 
Tn like manner the sum allowed for payment of 
witnesses in behalf cf Mz. Naylor, amouaiing to 
$780, was also directed to be paid by a verbal 


order, which is the usual mode practised by the | 


committees when accounts are clear and andispu- 
ted. 

The veuchers give the names and times of at 
tendance of the witnesses; but having no acquaint 
ance with the handwriting in which they are drawn, 
1 herewith communicate the original papers (Nos. 
366 and 356) fur the use of the House. 

The various sums above mentioned, together 
with one other of $104, for Peter Lewis, were enr- 
closed in separate drafts to the Hon. Charles Nay- 
lor, Philadelphia, to be pid out to the respective 
claimants, as will appear from the letter of the ac- 
counting clerk, herewiin communicated and mark- 
ed A. ; 

In Mr. Naylor's answer to this letter, he returned 
$780 76, the sum allowed for witnesses, and also 
the draft for $104 in favor of Peter Lewis, stating 
that he did not feel authorized to receive and pay 
out thé same, as will more fully appear from his 
letter, a copy of which is herewith communicated, 
and marked B. 

The sum of $11 50, returned by Mr. Ingersoll, 
as stated in my former report,and $824 76, returne 
ed by Mr. Naylor, have been credited to the 
tingent fund of this House. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HUGH A. GARLAND, 
Clerk Hou: e of Reps. U. S. 


.Mr. FLOYD moved a reference of the report to 
the Committee on Accounts. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut objected to any such 
refesence, and moved a reference to the Commitee 
on Public Expenditures. 

After some brief remarks from Mr. FLOYD in 
defence of his motion, the question of reference to 
ihe Commitiee on Accounis being first in order, 
was pul, and decided in the affirmative. 

Petitions were then presented by— 

Mr. CROSS, of Arkansas. . 

Messrs. CRABB and DELLET, of Alabama. 


cone | 
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| far as that member was concerned, as to fixing a 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, of Kentucky. 

Mr. DEBERRY, of North Carolina. 

Mr. RIVES, of Virginia. 

Mr. DENNIS, of Maryland. 

Mesrs. BREWSTER, HOFFMAN, CURTIS, 
VANDERPOEL, LEONARD, GRINNELL,and 
WAGNER, oi New York. 

[Mr. Wacner preseuied the petition of Daniel 
Cady, and two hundred and fifty-two others, inhabi- 
tants of Falton county, New York, praying for a 
law to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy.] 

Mr. REED, of Massachusetts. 

The SPEAKER then announced reports from 
committees to be in order. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of the owners 
of bounty land warrants granted for military servi- 


ces in the army of the United S:ates in the late war | 


between the United States and Great Britain; which 
was committed to the Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill granting a right of pre-emption to cer- 
tain lots in the town of Perrysburg, in the State of 
Ohio; which was commitied to the Committee of 
the Who'e, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported a bill to revive 
and continue the corporate existence of the banks 
in the District of Columbia; which was referred to 
the Committee of the, Whole, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an adverse report on the pe- 
tition ef Vincent Vass, praying for bounty lands. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committee, 


reported a bill to authorize the payment of seven Í 
years’ half pay, due cn account of tha death cf Lieut. | 


Jonathan Dye, an officer in the Virginia continen- 
ial Jiae, and who was killed in the battle of Bran- 
dywine; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS, from the Committee 


on Naval Affairs, reported a bil entitled “An act | 


concerning navy pensions and half pay;” which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for there- 
lief of James Deatley; which was referred to the 
Committee of tha Whole, and ordered to be printed. 

ir. ANDREWS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a biij for the relief of Daniel Starry; which 
was committed to the Commitiee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be printed, 


Mr. HAND, from the same committee, made an | 
unfavorable report on the peiition of John Grigsby | 


fora Pension. 
On motion of STANLY, 


Resolved, That the report made by the Committee | 
on Expenditures on the Public Buildings, relatiug : 
to the branch mint at Charlotte, North Carolina, ; 


be printed. 


Mr. RIVES of Virginia moved that the report of || 


the Committee of Elections, on the subject of the 
contested election case of Sfessrs. Naytor and In- 


GERSOLL, made at the jast sessicn, be now 
aken up. It was not his intention to en- 
er into a debate on the subject at that 


ime, but his object in calling it ap was that the 
House might fix upon some time when it would be 
convenient to go into the merits of the case, 

Mr. CRABB objected. 

Mr. RIVES said, the motion being a privileged 
one, he had aright io make it. He was, however, 
surprised at the objeciion of the gentleman from 
Alabama, inssmuch as he had stated most distincily 
that he hed no intention of debating the subject at 
thai time. 

Afr. FILLMORE hoped that when the subject 
was taken up, it would not be done until it was 
convenient for the parties interested to address the 
Howse on the subject. He did not know when it 
would be convenient for them to attend. Moreo- 
ver, the sitting member was notin his seat, 
` Mr. RIVES said he had seen the sitting member 


. that morning previous {to his making the motion, 


and he presumed there would be no difficulty, so 
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time. 

Mr. RIVES observed. that the sitting number 
was now in his seat, so that the objection of the 
gentleman from New York no longer existed. Phe 
day foran examination of the case could there: 
fore be now fixed, and if agreeable, he would pro- 
pose that it would be the order of the day fot: to- 
morrow. Bat if that would not suit the sitting 
member, he hoped the gentleman would say what: 
day wonld be convenient. A 

Mr. NAYLOR had no objection to any course < 
the House might think proper to take on the sub- 
ject. He was. willing to leave the matter in the 
hands of the House. ; 

After scme further remarks from Mr. FILL- 
MORE in favor of a postponement of the subject 
until after the holidays, 

Mr. RIVES modified his motion so as to make 
the report the order of the day for the first Tues- 
day in January. i 

The motirn. as medified, was then agreed to. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. . 

Resolutions then being in order, > 

The SPEAKER stated that the following reso- 
lution offered by Mr. Raren, on Thursday last, 
would come up first: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
te instructed to inquire into the expediency of set- 
ting apart threehurd:ed thousand dollars. per an- 
num of the proceeds of the public lands for the 
continuation of ihe Cumberland Road in Ohio to its 
western termination, to be constructed in a continu: 
ous line from East to West, and of distributing the 
residue of the said precseds among the several 
Siates upon the principle of what is called Mr. 
Clay’s land Dill, taking the census of 1840 as the 
basig of the distribution. 

The question pending wes th. motion of Mr. 
Flusparp to Jay the resolution oa the table, and on 
which the yeas and nays bad been crdered. 

he yeas and nays were then taken, and result- 
ed as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Alford, Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Burke, Sampson 
H. Butler, Wil iam O. Bader, Wm. B. Campbell, 
Carroll, Clifford, Coles, Connor, M. A. Cooper, 


| Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Davee, 


Edward Davies, John Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, 
Exstnan, Ey, Fine, Fisher, Fietcher, Floyd, Gal- 
braith, Garland, Gerry, Goggin, Griffin, Haber- 
sham, Hand, Hawes, Hav kins, Hill of Virginia, 
Hill of North Carolina, Hilien, Hopkins, Jackson, 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Joues, Jobn W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kille, Lewis, Lowell, McCarty, McClellan, Me- 
Ciure, McCalioch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Monianya, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Parmenter, Paynter, Pickens, 
Prealiss, Rayner, Rives, ‘Edward Rogers, Ryall, 
Shaw, Shepard, Jobn Smith, Starkweather, Strong, 
Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, F. Thomas, 
Waddy Taompsos, Jacob Taompson, Farney, 
Vauiderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Warren, 
Watterson, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Wise 
— 105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Barnard, 
Boardman, Bond, Boris, Breckenridge, Briggs, 
Brockway, Calacun, Carr, Carter, Casey, Clark, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushiog, Dana, Joha 
W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dennis, Doe, Everett, 
Fillmore, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, Granger, Green, 
Hammond, Witham S. Hastings, John Hastings, 
Henry, Haat, James, Charles Jobnsten, William 
Cost Jenson, Kernpshal!, Lane, Leonard, Lincoln, 


| Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Meore, Mor- 


gan, Calvary Morris, Morrow, Naylor, Ogle, O:- 
horne, Palen, Parrish, Peek, Pope, Proffit, Randall, 
Rariden, Reed, R-yno.ds, . Ridgway, Saltonatall, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Saith, Taomas Smith, 
Sanly, Stuart, Swearingen, Tillinghast, Triplett, 
Trambull, Peter J. Wagner, Jobn White, Wick, 
T. W. Williams, and Winthrop—81. ; 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Wir. PROFFIT asked leave tə submit the follo w= 
ing resolution: f 

Resolved, That tha Committee of Ways and 
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nine orate tn a 


Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 

“of reporting a bill providing for the expenditure of 
$150 000 in each of the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois; duriag the year 1841, on the Cumber- 
land read. 

Mr. P. then, ina very animated manner, fore- 
told the direful consequences which he had alleged 
would ensue, in case the House should not make 
the appropriation. He declared that the eight 
States of the Northwestern Territory would unite, 
and in their indignation would make their way into 

~ the hall to obtain their rights, by force. He could 
not conceive why the people of that part of the 
Union thould be treated so. The South got appro- 
priations for its Dismal Swamps and cvery thing 
-= else; so also did the North; but as for his people, 
and those of the other Northwestern States, they 
© could obtain nothing. Why, said he, are the peo- 

- ple of the West to be thus trampled upon? Mr. P. 
also discoursed on the grievances of the Western 
people arising from other causes. He then touched 
upon nullification, the tariff question, etc. and cou~ 
cluded by giving the House a solemn warning, that 
in case the resolution should be rejected, the people 
of the Northwest would rise in their might, 
when their indignation would be an all-consuming 
blaze, without a particle of smoke, which shouid 
destroy all that was not right. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON, in the course of 
some very humorous remarks in reply to the mem- 
ber from Indiana, suggested to him thatthe true 
and only reason why the Cumberland road had not 
been completed, was that it had been begun at the 
wrong end. ‘The right end was in Maryland, be- 
tween Rockville and Fredericktown; and until the 
road should be commenced in that quarter, the gen- 
Neman, with all the people of the West at his heels, 
would never be able to obtain an appropriation. 
Mr. J. concluded by asking the gentleman to ac- 
cept a mod fication of the resolution, appropriating 
$80,000 for that portion of the Cumberland road 
in the Siate of Maryland between Rockville and 
the Monocacy. 

Mr. PROFFIT, after a brief rejoinder, accepied 
the modification. 

_ Mr. HUPBARD was afraid the genileman from 
Tndiana was going the wrong way to work in order 
to obtain money tor his State. Mir. EL said that so 
far as his own district was concerned, he was sure 
that nothing could be obtained by threats. HH the 
gentleman and his people wanted money, let them 
open a trade with the Southwest, when, if they 
made fair bargains, there would be no objection to 
taking their pork and whiskey fcr produce. Tast, 
in his opinion, would be a far more effectual mode 
than bringing on a great army to enter the hall for 
the purpose of obtaining what they wanted by 
force. He would repeat, let the gentleman’s con- 
stituents open a trade, and, so far as his district 
was concerned, he was sure they would be ready to 
swap with them. 

The question being on the resolution as mocfied, 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to lay it on the table; on 
which motion the yeas and nays wore demanded 
and ordered: 

Mr. HUBBARD then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. WISE renewed it. 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded ihe yeas and nays; 
ra werejordered, and being taken, were as fol- 
ows: 


Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Botts, Boyd, 
Aaron V, Brown, Alvert G. Brown, Barke, Samp- 
son H. Batler, William O. Butler, Willian B. 
Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Clifford, Colès, Connor, 
Mark A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crabb, 
Craig, Davies, John Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Del- 
let; Doig, Earl, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, 
Garland, Gerry, Goggin, Griffin, Habersham, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Joseph 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lewis, Lowell, 
McCarty, McClellan, McClure, McCulloch, Me- 
Kay, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, Samuel W. 
Morris, Nisbet, Parmenter, Parris, Pickens, Pren- 
tiss, Rayner, Rives, Edward Rodgers, Ryall, Shaw, 
Shepard, John Smith, Stanly, Suong, Samer, Ta- 
lizferro, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 


YEAS—-Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Atherton, 


'Fumey, Vauderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, 
Warren, Watterson, Jared W. Williams, Henry 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wihiams, 
and Wise—94. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- f 


crews, Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Bond, Brew- 
ster, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Carr, Casey, 


Chittenden, Clark, Cranston, Crockett, Cress, | 


Curtis, Cushing, Dana, John W. Davis, Garret 
Davis, Dennis, Doan, Doe, Duncan, Edwards, 
Everett, Fillmore, Galbraith, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goode, Granger, Green, Hammond, William S. 
Hastings, John Hastings, Henry, Hook, Hunt, 
James, Jamescn, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wil- 
liam Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lane, Lincoln, 
Marvin, Mason, Medill, Mitchell, Monroe, Mer- 
gan, Calvary Morris, Morrow, Naylor, Newhard, 
Ozle, Osborne, Palen, Parrish, Paynter, Peck,Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Rariden, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Rassell, Salenstall, Simonton, Truman Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, Tay- 
lor, John B Thompson, Ti linghast, Toland, Trip- 


lett, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, Weller, John. 


Whie, Wick, Thomas W. Williams, and Win- 
throp—92 
So the resolution was laid on the table. 


The resolution offered on the 17th instant by | 


Mr. Curisrorner Moraan, calling upon the Post 
Master General to furnish a statement of the 
amount expended by the Department for the 
services of special agents, was taken up and agreed 


"The resolution of Mr. Borrs, calling for infor- 


: mation in relation to Treasury notes and drafts, 


was also taken up and agreed to. f 
The resolution of Mr. Dawson, calling for infor- 


mation relative to the loss of horses in the Florida | 


war, was next taken up, and with a modification 


by Mr. J. W. Davis, soas toinclude the Back | 


Hawk war, agreed to. 

Mr. BARNARD then called up the resolution 
offered by him, requirirg information relative to 
the aggregate revenue accruing from customs, 
Jand, &c. &c.; and the question being on ihe adop- 
tion of the same, 

Mr. BARNARD, with a view of addressing the 
House upon it on to-morrow, moved an adjourn- 
ment, which was carried. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, December 23, 1840. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Nathan 
Ranney; which was referred to the Committee oa 
Commerce. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of John 
Ward and others; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Dr. 
Samuel White; which was referred to tho Commit- 
tee-on Pensions. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of Sarah 
Buzzard; which was referred to the Committee cn 
Reolutionary Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which memorials on the subject had been refer- 
red, reported the following bilis: 

A. bill for the relief of Daniel Steenro?; 

A bill for the relief of James M. Morgan; 

A bill for the relief of Francis Gehon; 

A bill for the relief of James H. Relfe. 

These bills were severally read, and ordered toa 
second reading. ; 

Mr. H. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of the administrator of 
George Simpson, asked to be discharged from ils 
further consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Commitee on Finance; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that to-merrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill to lay a tax on 
bank notes and other paper intended for circula- 
tion in-the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ANDERSON, in pursuance of previous nc- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for the allowanee of invalid pensions to 
certain Cherokee warriors under the 14th article of 
the treaty of 1835; which wes read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ROANE, in pursuance of previous notice, 


asked and obtained leave to intrcduce a bill to au- 
thoriz: the payment of equitable commissions to 
the agents or attorneys of persons in whose favor 
awards bave been made under three several treaties 
between the United States and certain foreign pow- 
ers, which awards have been retained in the Trea- 
sury in payment of debts due to the United States; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. . , , 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance cf previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relisf of the legal representatives of Nathaniel 
Pryor, deceased; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Oa motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the peti- 
tion and papers of George Whitman, now on file, 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committce on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the biil for the relief 
of Jabal B. Hancock, reported the same with an 
amendment. 

Mr. HENDERSON, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
joint resolution for the relief of the sufferers at 
Natchez by the tornado of May 7, 1840; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pa- 
tents, to which was referred the bill in addition to 
the act to promote the progress of the useful arts, 
reported the zame without amendment. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred a memo- 
rial on the subject, reported a Dill for the relief of 
Charles M. Keller and Henry Stone; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. ANDERSON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for the allowance of invalid pensiens to 
certain Cherokee warriors under the 14th article of 
the treaty of 1825; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KING, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
rclief of the legal representatives of Aaron Vail, 
deceased, late consul at L’Orient; which was read 
twice, and, with an accompanying document, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. l 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama gave notice tħat to- 
morrow he would ask leave to introduce 

A bill to amend an act entitled “An act to grant 
certain relingnished and unappropriated lands to 
the State of Alabama, fur the purpose of improv- 
ing the navigation of the Tennessee, Coosa, Ca- 
hawba and Biack Warrior rivers,” approved May 
23, 1828, and the several acts supplementary and 
amendatory thereto. 

A biil making additional appropriation for com- 
pleting the improvements in Mobile harbor; and 

A bill providing for the payment of certain 
claims of the State of Alabama, 

Mr. NICHOLAS gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to iniroduce a bill to authorize the 
Legislature of Louisiana to sell the lands hereto- 
fore appropriated for the use of schools within that 
State. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the petitions of 
Jacob Graham and John Pritchett, now on file, 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and the petition of Caspar Weaver was referred 
to the Commitee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. LUMPKIN gave notice that to-morrow he ” 
would ask Icave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
J. M. Strader. 

Mr. WALKER submilted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of Stste be directed 
to communicate to the Senate the returns of the 
census of this year, so far as received into his office, 
giving only the aggregate of the population in each 
State or Territory, designating the number of 
whites, of free persons of color, and all other per. 
sons, in three separate columns, and stating how 
far the returns are incomplete in any State or Ter- 


ritory. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost their improvements in consequence 
of a treaty between the United States and th? 
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Chectaw Indians; A bill to amend an act entitled 
“An act more effectually to provide for the panisk- 
ment of certain crimesagainst the United Statesaad 
for other purposes; ; 

A bill to prevent the counterfeiting any foreign 
copper, gold, silver, or other coin, and to prevent 
the bringing into the United States, or uttering any 
counterfeit foreign copper, gold, silver, or other 
coin; A 
were considered as in committee of the wode, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third yeading. 


PURSERS IN THE NAVY. : , 
The bill establishing the pay and emolusients of 
pursers in the navy being taken up, £ 


Mr. WILLIAMS explained the provisions of 
this bill. He said it wasintroduced at the last ses- 
sion, and passed the Senate, but was left with the 
unfinished business of the other House, and was 
now again introduced, with tke intention to fix and 
determine the compensation to pursers. As now 
established, their compensation was forty dollars a 
month, together with certain privileges and per- 
quisites, which were deemed to be extravavant. 
One great source of profit to pursers was on arti- 
cles furnished to 'sailors—whose wages were 
scarcely sufficient to indnee men to enter the ser- 
vice-—which amcunted to eight or ten dollars per 
man. Now as there were from one thou- 
sand io twelve hundred persons in a seventy- 
four, and the purser received from each person 
from eight to ten dollars on ‘articles furnished, 
which came outof the wages of the poor sailer, 
this compensation was deemed extravagant, and it 
was the wish of Government that it should be 
abolished, in justice to the sailor, and a 
reasonable and proper compensation substi- 
tuted; and with this object, this bill had 
been introduced. Besides this bill, there had 
b:en others of a similar character prepared during 
previous sessions, but this differed from them in 
. tbis respect; they proposed a compensation to the 

purser something less than was proposed by this 

measure: this matter of difference, however, had 
been determined upon for the perpore of s-curing 
to the service the be:t men, by giving them a fair 
compensation, and as some equivalent for the Joss 
of the perquisites of which this bill would deprive 
them, which amounted to the exhorbitant cum of 
25 per cent. on necessaries, and 50 per cest. on 
what were called luxuries, in which were included 
tea and coffee and sugar. Of the rate of remunera- 
tion, he further observed that it was necessary to 
pay with some liberality the pursers of our navy, 
inasmuch as they were exposed to risks by losses 
„On the property entrusted to them, for the security 
of which they were compelled to give bends, on en- 
tering the service, tothe amount of $25,000. They 
were bound to accoun: critically to the Department 
for the property in their care, and Senators would 
recollect that during a single cruise, it not unfre- 
-quently happened that property of the value of half 
a million of dollars passed through their hands. It 
was important, there ore, that Government should 
give such compensation as would secure the ser. 
vices of faithfal and responsible and efficient men, 
while at the same tim- something was done io 
relieve the sailors from the oppressive exactions 
to which they were subjected, which was certainly 

a great evil, both to the service and to the country. 

This the present bill was intended to effect, but it 
would call for a greater sum than heretofore from 
the Treasury. 

Mr. HUBBARD did not intend then to say any 
thing in opposition to the bill; but it proposed to 
fix the salaries of the pursers, and to pay them 
from the Treasury, thereby effecting an entire 

., change in the system, they having been hitherto paid 
in part by certain perquisites: If it went into 

Operation it wonld impose a very severe tax on the 

Treasury; and therefore, especially as the Senate 

was not fully attended, he hoped it would-be laid 


on the table. Whether the salaries were, or were 
not risht, he did not intend to discuss; bat he 
hoped the S:nate would not, duriag this se:sion, 
undertake to pass a bill effecting secha change, 
and especially as it would impose so severe a tax 
‘on the Treasury, which it was so little abie to bear; 


he, therefore, moved to lay it on the table, and they. 


could take it up on some future day, if the Scna- 
tor from Maine desired it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS had no objection to a post- 
ponement, but he objected to the summary dispo- 
sition of it, which the Senator from New Ramp- 
shire suggested. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he would call it up again 
on a future day, if the Senator desired it; but on 
mature reflection he hoped the Senator would not 
make such a request. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped so too. There wére 
some provisions in this bill—which, however, he 
had notbeen able to examinecarefully—to which he 
had insurmountable objections; he objected to the 
Government becoming a merchant, and going into 
the market to buy articles, for the purpose of selling 
them out again to the sailors. He was opposed to 
such jobbing; and he believed much of which eom- 
piaint was made could be gotrid of, by compelling the 
pursers to exhibit their iavoices and allowing them 
a moderate per centage of profit on the cost of. the 
articles. 
table,.and never called up again. 

Mr. WILLIAMS defended the bill, and said 
that, under its provisions, Government could no 
more occupy ite postion of a merchant than at 
present; and this be i. usieated by details of the 
prevailing practice. Aiier a few otber observas 
tions, the bili, by consent, was jaid on the table for 
the present, i Å 

f NAVY PENSIONS. ; > 

The bili to make new provisions respecting navy 
pensions, and making further provisigny’ in rela- 
tion to navy pensioners, being taken up, 

Mr. WILLIAMS explained the necessity for 
the passage of this bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN inquired whether he under- 
stood correctly that it was proposed to charge the 
naval pensions on the Tieasury, and that the old 
fund created by deductions from seamen’s wages 

Vas to ceas-. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said the fand which had 
hitherto supplied the pensions of seamen was creat- 
ed by the sale of prizes taken by our ships of war, 
and that systera was adopted as early as the year 
1800. But in 1815 further appropriat ons were 
requisite, and an addition was made thereto; but 
the contributions from seamen’s wages were appro- 
priated to ‘he defrayal of hospital charges. The 
pensions were extended from time to time, first 
from the original objects for which they were in- 
tended to the widows of officers killed in active ser- 
vice, cr who had died of wounds receive: in service, 
and then to the widows of seamen who died under 
Similar circumstances. ‘Taese additions went on, 
and increased until pensions were given to the 
widows and children of officers and seamen dying 
in the service, whether wounded or not. The 
fund, however, was equal to the claims made upon 
it up to 1837; but in Mareh of that year, Congress 
passed alaw extending the pensicns to widows 
back to the time of the decease of their husbands, and 
many went so far back as forty years; one instance 
he mentioned. He said in the year 1800, a sailing 
master, who had originally gone out as a sailor, 
was taken from the merchant service, and in the 
course of two or three weeks after, the ship inio 
which he was taken was lost. The widow of that 
man has now established her c'aim to a pension 
since the last session of Congress—the law being 
imperative, and the Secretary of the Navy hav- 
ing no discretionary, power—-and she has taken 
from the Treasury ten thousand dollars for ar- 
rearages of pensions since the year 1800. And, 
again, there were officersin the highest. command 
in the navy, who have had pensions fer disabilities 


He hoped the bill would be laid upon the _ 
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received thirty or forty years ago; there were men 
now Commanding vess:ls in the navy, and receive 
ing their full pay, who, in addition, are in “the re- 
ceipt of pensions of twenty dollars per month from 
the pension fund for total disabiliy. All these 
charges have exhausted the fund, and it was ne- 
sessary to mike provision for the pensions due on 
the lat of January. : j 

Mr. CALHOUN inquired whether these‘ enor- 
mous peis:ons were to be taken from the Trea- 
sury. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said this bill was intended to 
cut off all pensions except for disabilities and for 
the widows and children of officers and men killed 


or dying of wounds received in the line of their: 


duty, 

Mr. CALHOUN asked what was the anioant of 
the pension hat. 

Mr. WILLIAMS replied that the whole of the pens 
sicns now amounted to $120,000, but he believed by 
this bill it would be from 33,009 to 840,009. This 
bill would no! repeal the old law relating to the erea- 
tion of the fund, for it would be necessary, if we 
should have another war; but, by its provisions, 
pens'ons hereafter would not be given but for disa- 
bilities, nd for five years to the widows and ehil- 
dren under sixteen of persons killed in battle or dy- 
ing of wounds received in the discharge of their du- 
ty; and it cut off all the pensions now established 
—such as pensions to the widows and children of 
men dying a natural death, though they belong to 
ths navy. Ñ a'so provides that the pensions to be 
even should on's commence from the time the 
proof was comple‘ely established io the claim; and 
that no person employed by Government, and re- 
ceiving pay for his services in such employment, 
stould be entitled to a pension. 

Mr. WRIGHT hoped this bill would not pro- 
gress further at the present time. It was a dill of 
great impertance, and required the most serious 
aitention of the Senate; and as it was of the same 
class as the bill just disposed of, he moved ‘thatit 
be laid on the table. He was anxious to. go as far 
as he could go to restrain improvident legislation; 
and on this subject th re appeared to him to have 
bien much improvident legislation, If they were 
ty put the.e pensions en a new basis; and. make 
them chargeable to the Treasury, ke hoped it would 
be on some day set apart for the purpose, when 
they coult come prepared to go into the discussion 
of the whole of these pension lists. 

After a few words from Mr. WILLIAMS and 
Mr. WRIGHT, the bill was made the special ordér 
for the first Monday in January. 1 
PENSION TO HANNAH LEIGHTON, \ 

The bil granting a pension to Hannah Leighton 
being taken up, 

Mr. PIERCE stated the object of this bill, and 
the claims of the applicant on the bounty of the 
Government. 

Mr. WRIGHT said this was a case which ap- 
pealed rather to their sympathies than to any estz- 
blished principie. He awarded to the Commitee 
on Pensions, trom whom it came, his thanks, and 
he said they deserved the thanks of the country, for 
their faithfulness and attention to their duties, and 
therefore it gave him pain.to oppose them on this 
cecasion; but he considered this bill was estab. ish- 
ing a precsdent for the extension of the pension 
list that would be fearful and dangerous, and there- 
fore he could not allow it to pass in silence. 

Mr. PIERCE raid this subject was discussed at 
some length at the last session, and it would be re- 
collected that the applicant for this pension wasthe 
widow of the first officer who fell in the war of the 
Revolution; aad under the peculiar circumstances 
of the case, the committee, had yecommeaded the 
granting of this pension, thongh differing from the 
usual principh=—that of actual service for six 
months—the husband of this poor weman having 
fallen in the first engagement. 

Mr. KUNG recollected the care well, and-kne v 


‘it bad been pressed on Congress, becaase it was a 


a 
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strong case, and one that appealed to their sympa- 
thies to depart fiom the fixed rule. of Congress; but 
if they departed from that rule in one case, where 
were they to siop? He kad. before felt compelled 


to oppose it, and should do so again, from a sense : 


of what he conceived to be right. 
Mr. CALHOUN said the statements made this 


day respecting the naval pensions, afforded them a 


striking lesson how they created new precedents. 
Plunder, and. not pension, was the proper word to 
apply to many of the sums claimed as navy pen- 
sions; and in this class, if they once went beyond 
the rigid rule of justice, they would open the way to 
a similar squandering of the public money. He 
was of opinion that the last man that fell in the Re- 
volution was equally meritorious with the first; and 
he regretted that the. committee had brought . for- 
ward this proposition, while he awarded to them 
the praise to which the faithful discharge of their 
duties had entitled them. He hoped that the 
Senate would not yield to their feelings of hu- 
manity, but adhere to a strict rule of justice; and 
hat he might have an opportunity to record his 
vote, he called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PIERCE said, as this bill had been fally 
debated at the last session, and passed by a large ma~ 
jority on ayes and noes, he had hoped it would 
have not been deemed necessary to have 
called for them now. The force of the remark of the 
Senator from South Carolina, [M4r. Catyoon,] 
that they ought to adhere to a line of rigid justice, 
he did not comprehend. What had Congress done 
from time to time? Why, tbey bad extended the 
pension law, as would be weil remembered, to in- 
clude the widows of such Revolutionary soldiers as 
were married priorto the expiration of their last 
term of service. In 1833 it was extended to the 
widows of such soldiers as married prior to 1794, 
and now it was known almost to every one in that 
chamber,'that it included the cases of the widows of 
soldiers who had seen no service, if their names 
had been enrolled for six months. In his judgment, 
ifthe rule of rigid justice had been adhered to, 
pensions would have been given to the widows of 
all those who fell upon the field of battle during the 
Revolution, rather than to those who entered the 
army near the close of the war, and who had not 
seen more than six months’ ‘service, and 
who, consequently, had not been acquainted 
with the sufferings and the deprivations of 
those who participated in the conflict from the 
beginning. Who could say that rigid justice would 
not afford relief to this poor widow sooner than to 
those to whom it was granted under the law of 
1836 and 1838? She was in indigent. cireum- 
stances: (he case was a strony one, and appealed 
10 their justice, to their feelings of humanity, and 
he heped the smailsum proposed to be given to 
her by the bill would not be withheld. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he considered the pension 
list no more than a great system of charity, and he 
maintained that the pension to men for six months’ 
service Was au imposition, and to assume the name 
of pension was a fraud on the public. jt weni 
under the name of charity, but its true name was 
plunder. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he had been laboring 
under the impression that this bill bad passe 
through both Houses of Congress at the last ses- 
sion, but he found he was mistaken. It was vain 
to tell him that this case was the same as every 
other case—it. was vain tote}l him that this could 
be tortured into a precedent which could be abused. 
It was a case that stood by itself—it was differ- 
ent morally, socially, and in every other point, as 
this was an application in favor of the widow of 
the first man that fell in the Revoludon, when 
there was no regularly organized Government. 
That man, stirred by hisown patriotism, without a 
country, he might almost say, went forward to 
make and create, and then to defend that country. 
Should he then be told that this case would not 
be distinguished both in the hearts and reasons of 
men, from the case. of others under an organized 
Government? Sucha statement would not reach 
his understanding, nor his feelings. He hoped this 
bill would. be passed, and that this nation would 
not longer remain under the reproach of refusing 
@ piece of bread to maintain this poor widow of a 


Revolutionary officer, who received his death wound 
under such circumstances. He, too, weuld call 
for the ayes and noes, that he might record his 
vote; and if there were abuses, let those that com- 
mit them take the responsibility. 

Mr. CALHOUN said this happened to be the 
first case, and . the Senator had said it was distin- 
guished from the last. Now- it would be recol- 
lected that the last case—the man killed by the last 
gun that was fired in the war of indepéndence, was 
the gallant Col, John Laurens, who was then 
acting.asa volunteer, and who had rendered im- 
portant diplomatic services to his country while in 
Europe; and he believed his family was now in a 
helpless condition. Now he asked if the case of 
the last man was not as strong as the ease of the 
firs? Was not the case of the man who went gal- 


lantly through from the beginning to the end of the - 


contest, and who bore the brunt of the battle, as 
good as that of the man who feil at the onset? 
And if they were to go over the cases between those 
extremes, they would find a thousand instances not 
much less strong, and all, it would be admitted, 
making a strong appeal to their feclings. But the Se- 


nator said this could not be drawn into a precedent. 


Did he forget the naval pensions, of which they 
had this day heard? If this bill were passed, at a 
future day others would come in, and this case 
would be appealed to, to show that at such a time, 
and by such a vote, the Senate had given a pension 
to the widow of an officer who fell in the Revolu- 
tion, and Congress would naturally give to all who 
fell under similar circumstances. He was glad 
the ayes and noes had beer called, for he wished to 
record his vote; the public had been plundered 
long enough, and he hoped the system would be 
brought toa termination. 


Mr. WEBSTER said, as there were some Se- 
nators present who were not here last year, he 
would relate the circumstances of this case, but he 
should neither adorn nor illustrate it. All ‘readers 
of our history know that on the evening of the 18th 
of April, 1775, the British army left Boston to pro- 
ceed to Concord, where the colonial stores were col- 
lected, to seize those stores. That was the com- 
mencement of the war. On the morning of. the 
19m, this intelligencé had been communicated to 
aconsiderable distance by the use of torches, tar 
barrels, and other signals, and before noon of the 
19:h April, Isaac Davis, an interesting young 
man, of between cighiecn and nineteen years of 
age, the husband of the applicant, who was 
then the eaptain of a militia company, was on 
his way to protect the Colonial stores. Before 
tae British troops could arrive at Concord, they 
sent forward a party to take possession of two 
bridges on the Concord river, which were situated 
three or four miles apart; and, at an early hour, 
this intention was known for many miles round, 
and Isaac Davis, with his company, were soon 
under armsand on their march. They arrived at 
Concord by a road that led to the lower of these 
bridges, and there, on the right and on the left, 
were seen other collections of the militia of Massa- 
chusetts; but there was no organization amongst 
them. Davis, with his company, however, kept 
on his course, according to his own sense 
cf prepriety; before he reached the bridge, ad- 
monitory snouls were given to the militia not to 
approach, and as the admonition was disregarded, 
the British fired and several men fell. Davis then 
pressed forward, and as he approached the bridge 
the British again fired, and he fell; but in the con- 
test that ensued the British were driven back to 
Boston. His widow, after his death, was married 
to another person, and acquired the name of Leigh- 
ton. She was now ninety years of age, was poor and 
penniless, and her case presented two questions for 
the consideration of the Senate—whether, on the 
one hand, the passage of this bill for the relief of 
this poor old woman would be a plundering of the 
Government 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped the Senator from Mas- 
sacbusetts did not intend to convey the impression 
that he had so characterized it. 

_ Mr. WEBSTER did not say the Senator from 
South Carolina had so characterized it, but he had 
said that many of the pensions granted for alleged 


services during the late war were a plundering of 
the Government. 

Mr. CALHOUN said there were some excep- 
tions. 

Mr. WEBSTER hoped there were many excep- 
ticas, Now what was the danger of this case be. 
coming a precedent?’ Were there many such cases? 
Could there be another such a case? There could 
not be preeisely such another cave; and yet, as the 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Pierce] had 
said, they had acknowledged the claim of the 
widows of men who had served but six months, 
and who consequently furnished a less strong case 
than this. He thought it a strong case; there was no 
case like it. He had received communications 
from as honorable and as high-minded men as were 
in Massachusetis, requesting him to interest him- 
self in the case ef this poor womar; and he hoped 
something would now be done for her by Con- 

ress. 

Mr. WRIGHT hoped he might be indulged in a 
few remarks on the subject then before the Senate; 
and he owed it to himself to say, however much 
le-s sensible he might appear to be to the sympa- 
thies of the human heart than other Senators who 
had preceded him, it was with great embar- 
rassment and pain that he opposed a case of 
this kind; and were it not that he saw in it the 
introduction into their legis'ation of a princi- 
ple of fearful extent, he should not be heard in ep- 
position; but under that consciousness he had op- 
posed it before, and he felt bound to do so again. 
But he begged permission to say'a few words in ex- 
planation. He did not question at all the right of 
the present Committee on Pensions to introdace a 
new principle into the pension system; he had no 
doubt that this case had appealed to the strongest 
feelings of their hearts, and that they had been in- 
duced by their sympathies to present it to the 
Senate; but he desired to say that it was 
presented here on a principle new to him in the 
pension sytem. What had been the basis assumed 
asthe basis of pensions hitherto? Length of 
service. Upon what principle was the law of 1818 
based? If his memory served him right, it was ser- 
vice inthe regular army, and for ‘at least nine 
months. Upen what hypothesis were pensions 
based then? He could not say positively, for 
be was not in the Congress at that time, but“he had 
always supposed onthe. hypothesis that the time 
of a man had been consumed in the service 
of his country, and that he had never been re- 
munerated for that service, cr that he had been 
paid in continental paper which was worth nothing; 
and at that late day, that was the manner in which 
it was proposed to compensate him for the early 
service of his life in the perils of that war. That 
he supposed to be the predication of the pension act 
of 1818. They passed on then, so far as his me- 
mory served him, without any important ad- 
dition to that act until the year 1828, and 
then they passed a very important law pension- 
ing a certain class of officers of the Revolution. 
And on what ground? Why, they had been pa- 
triotic enough to peril their lives in the service of 
their country. Yes: and he (Mr. WriguT) was act- 
ing at the time that law was passed—it was as a 
commutation of a promise held out to them by. the 
old Congress, which bad either not been fulfilled 
or not equivalently fulfilled; on that he knew the 
action of Congress was based, or of the other branch 
of it, of which he was a member when the law of 
1828 was passed. In 1832 again, a much more broad 
and comprehensive pension act was passed, but 
he (Mr. Wricar) was not then a member of Con- 
gress. But what was its peculiar characteristic? 
First to shorten the term of service from nine to six 
months, and to comprehend the militia, as well as 
the regular army. These, according to his recol- 
lection, were the features of that law—a term of 
service, sacrifices, and loss of time, which had not 
been compensated for, was the predication of that 
law. Well, then, so far, pensions were confined to 
persons who had performed service; and they had 
not then departed from thst principle either in favor 
of widows or heirs. In 1836, another pension law 
was passed, and a most significant and important 
law it was. He was a member of this body at 
the time, and he felt it to be a just reproach ups 
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‘on himself when he said, that when thatlaw was | 


passed, he was not fully aware of the extent of 
its provisions—he then was derelict of his duty; 
but what was the principles of that law?- It re- 
tained, to his understanding, the same predication; 


it extended pensions ts the widows of officers and | 


‘soldiers of the Revolution, who were the wives 
of such officers and soldiers at the time when 
they performed service—to widows who bad them- 
selves sustained sacrifices, and injuries produced in 
their families, by the taking away the head of the 


family into the military se: vice of the country. So | 


far, then, though they had gone a step beyond the 
individuals who had performed the service, they 
had retained the broad basis on which the pension 
system was founded. It was in 1836 that that law 
was passed; and in 1838 they passed another most 
essential measure, as they had seen in its operation 
on the Treasury, for he thought he was not 
mistaken when he said it had taken four 
millions of dollars from the ‘Treasury, or had add- 
ed that much to the expenses of the Government. 
‘Vhese laws were passed when they had an over- 
flowing ‘Treasury, impelling them on to an over- 
flowing expenditure. This, then, was a brief re- 
‘view of what he understood to be the general pen- 
sion laws which had been passed; he knew, as the 
honorable chairman of the commitice said, that 
particular laws had passed, but be asked if 
this proposed law did not contain a princi- 
ple entirely new? From the fact stated by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, the time was 
nothing, at the most but twenty-four hours; but it 
was the Service of the life of a gallant and patriotic 
officer. “But he was not the first man that fell, fer 
the Senator from Massachusetts told them that five 
` or six freemen of this country fell before the wea- 
pon was aimed at the life of this officer, Could 
they, then, pension his widow, and not the widows 
of those other men? . Could ihey make such a cis- 
tinction? Yes, and the next day, ond the next, the 
patriots of that period rushed to the baitle field; and 
should they say that the widow of the man who 
fell on the firs: day of that contest should havea 
pension for her life, and that the widows of those 
who served in that patrictic struggle for a longer 
period, and then fell, should have no compensation? 
Could men make this disticction? Could iheir sym- 
pathies induce them to yield to this claim, and not 
yield to the othe:rs?’ He had spoken in admiration 
of the committee, and that admiration made it 
most reluctant duty to oppose them; but to what 
extent the principle might be carried, if they open- 
ed the deor, he could not say;and therefore, he felt 
impelled to guard against unforeseen evils, 
had appreheuded? when the law of 1838 was passed, 
the millions on millions that had been taken from 
the Treasury in that short period? No man, he 
ventured to say. Who could say now, if they 
adopted the principle thatthe living widows of 
other gallant spirits who rushed to the battle field on 
the first day of the Revolution, would not claim to 
be pensioned for life; and not only pensioned for 
life, but, as in this case, for some years back. 

Mr. BENTON. Nine years back. 

Mr. WRIGHT continued: To what extent the 
principle would lead, he could not conceive. if 
this bill were to become a law of Congress— 
if this case were to prevail, who could stand 

_up and protect his sympathies against grant- 
ing similar pensions to the widows of those 
who. fell at Lexington before the fall. of this 
Officer? It was views of this sort that impelled him 
a year ago, and which would impel bim now, to 

` Oppose this bill, appealing as foreibly as it did, with 
an irrésistible force, to their sympathies and their 
feelings of humanity. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he voted for the passage 

of this bill last session, and he intended to vote for 

it again; and while he avowed that intention, he 


took the opportunity to say that it was kis purpose | 


on. all occasions to watch the expenditures of the 
Government, and to vote for no measure for 
which he could not vote with a strict sinse 
of justice. It was said to be a new prin- 
ciple in cur law to grant peasions to widows 
of men who had reodered service to their coun: 
‘try; but he affirmed that it ‘was an oid national . 
principle, ang not only in our system, but in every 


Who ! 


} 
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other country he believed; ceriainly in all those 
civilize] countries with which he was acquninied, 
Why, ifan officer of ourarmy went to the batte fields 
of Fiorida, and served bat a single day, what was 
the consequence? Why his widow received a pen- 
sion. The death of a husband, immoilated in the 
service of his county, had in it a- sufficient 
justification for the grant. This was the uni- 
versal rule which pervaded the civilized world; 
he was not certain that in this country 
itought to be confined to this single case. Right 
or wrong, Congress had provided that the widows 
of Revolutionary soldiers, who were married when 
their husbands were in the service of the country, 
stould be pensioned, and with strong rea on; but 
they had gone further, aad granted a pension to 
every lady who had married a Revolutionary sol- 
dier np to 1794. He was pretty much of the 
opinion with the Senater from New York in 
regard to that, bat as ithad been made, he was 
not disposed to quarrel with it. Bat how could 
he justify himself if he said that the widows of 
those who came forward to serve their country in 
the hour of its utmost need should not be entitled, 
by fsuch meritorious service, to a pension, when 
the widows of those who served but six months, 
and those wo married prior to 94, were so pro- 
vided fon? Could they say that those who sacrificed 
their all, should not be provided for, while those 
who came in when the ‘danger was nearly at an 
end were now drawing pensions from the 


country; and who, perhaps, were reaping 
advantages in civil life by the glory which 
their military service gave them? Should, 


then, the women who were the partners of 
our soldiers at a time when they were caled upon 
to sustain privation and sufferings in their country’s 
defence, be denied assistance and compensation? 


If so, there would be ‘neither justice, nor equality, j 


norrightin the denial. Now, as to the burden on 
the ‘treasury, he could not think it would be very 
great. The claims went back to °83: that was fifty- 
seven years ago; the period of marriage in this 
country, he believed, was about twenty, and 
that would make avy lady now living seventy- 
seven years of age, and there could not be many 
such. He confessed, with his principios and feet- 
ings, he could not give bis vote against this old la- 
day’s claim,and he did not fear that it would be set- 
ting a bad precedent; and he conid not conceive how 
any of his married friends could refuse to provide 
for this poor old widow, who had peculiar ctaias 
on thera for protecticn. 

The qazstion was then taken on ordering the biil 
to b> engrossed, and decided in the affivmative, 
yeas 23, nays 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Anderson, Bachxnan, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dixon, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Knight, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentios, Preston, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Smita of Indiana, Siurgeon, Tall- 
madge, Walker, Wall, Webs:er, White, and Wi- 
liams—29. 

NAYS—Mezars. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mangum, Roane, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, 
and Wrigh'—13. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, Dec. 23, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Post Office Department, in 
compliance with the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 15th instant, ansmitting a 
list of all the curtailmenis in the transportation of 


tee mail, made since the close of the first session cf 


the present Congress, with the da‘es when such 
curtailments were made, ihe time when they took 
effect, and the amount cf each. 

On motion of Mr, EVERETT, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Petitions were then presented by— 

Mr. SHAW, of New Hampshire. 

Messrs. SALTONSTALL and WINTHROP, 
of Massachusetts, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, of Rhode Island. 

Mr. SLADE, of Vermont. 

Mr. FLOYD, of New York. 


Mr. JAMES, of Pennsylvania, asked leave ‘to 
present a petition from an ‘Anti-Slavery Society in 
his State; and, as the shorter way of stating its‘con- 
tents, proceeded to read the petition. ; > 
_ Mr. W. COST JOHNSON objected to the read- 
ing. q PERS Vs 

Mr. JAMES persisted, and, having read: the pe- 
tition through, sent it to the Speaker that he might 
decide as to whether it came wnder the rule ‘relating 
to Abolition papers, 2 ot 7 

The SPEAKER decided that the petition- was 
embraced by the rule. 

Mr. JAMES then moved a suspension of the 
rule in order that the petition might be received. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON moved to lay the 
motion to suspend on the table. : 

Mr. SLAD å asked forth? reading of-the peti- 
tion, in order that he might know. on what he was 
required to vote. g : : 

‘fhe SPEAKER said that a statement of its ¢on- 
tents had aiready been made by the member from 
Pennsylvania; and the rule under which the peti- 
tion came prohibited its reading. ee Eg 

The question being on the motion to lay the:mo- 
tion to suspend on the table, ee 

Mr. COST JOHNSON demanded the yeas. and 
nays; but on cbserving that the House, was not 
full, witadrew the call. p 

Mr. ADAMS renewed it, and the yeas and nays 
being ordered, were taken and resulted as fol- 
lows: : ae a 
YEAS—Messrs. Julius C. Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, 
Blackwell, Bond, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert Q. 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Carroll; Car- 
ter, Chinn, Clifford, Connor, Cooper, Crabb, 
Craig, Crockett, Cross, Cartis, Dana, Joha . Davis, 
Jobn W. Davis, Garret Davis, Deberry, Doe, Doig, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, “ine, F:sher, Galbraith, Gar- 
land, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Green, Griffin, Ham- 
mond, Hawes, John Hill of Va. Jc hn Hill of N.C. 
Hilen, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, Jeni- 
ter, Joseph Johnson, William Cost Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kille, Lane, McCarty, McClellan, Mee 
Clore, McKay, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, 
Moore, Pickens, Pope, Rayner, Reynolds, Rives, 
Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
Sumter, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Francis Thomas, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Joba B. 
Thomp:on, Triplett, Underwood, Vanderpoel, War- 
ren, Watterson, John White, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, Thomas W. Williams. Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, and Wise—99. 

NAYS—Adams, Barnard, Beatty, Boardman, 
Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Carr, Casey, Chitien- 
den, Clark, Cranston, Cushing, Davee, E. Davies, 
Edwards, Fillmore, Fletcher, Floyd, Giddings, 

ranger, Hastings, Henry, Hunt, Jackson, James, 
Kempshall, Leet, Lincoin, Lowell,. McCulloch, 
Mallory, Marvin, forgan, C. Morris, Palen, Payn- 
ter, Peck, Profit, Rariden, Reed, Rusvell, Salton- 
stall, Simonton, Slade, John Smith, Truman Smith, 
Tillinghast, Toland, ‘frumbail, Pe'er J. Wagner, 
and Winthrop—53. j 

Mr. JONES cf Virginia, on leave, reported from 
the Committee on Ways and Means a bill mak- 
ing appropriation for thecurrent and contingent 
expenses of the : 

INDIAN DEPARTMENT, : 
and for fulfilling the various treaty stipulations 
with Indian tribes. ` 

Mr. BARNARD wished to inquire ihe amount 

required for the Indian: Depari- 


ment, 
Mr. JONES replied that it was-g700,000. 
The above bill was read twics, and on motion 
of Mr. JONES, was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and, with the 
accompanying documents, ordered to be printed. 
Mr. JONES, on leave, reported from the same 
commiitee a bill making appropriations for the 
NAVAL SERVICE, 
for the year 1841; which was read twice, referred 
to a Committce. of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 
Petiticns were further presented by— 
Messrs. TAYLOR, WELLER, and GIDDINGS, 


of Ohio. ; 


52. 
grrr retin nt r 
— 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, of Virginia. 

Mr. CHINN, of Louis‘ana. 

Mr. CASEY, of Ilinois, 

Mr. DOTY, of Wiskonsan. ` 

Mr. DOWNING, of Florida. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee of Elections, 
offered a. resolution proposing to pay. to Jamcs 
Carlisle additional compensation for services ren- 
dered as clerk to the Committee of Elections. 

Objection being made, the resolution lies ever, 
under the rule. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Jeremiah 
Field; which was committed to the Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported— 

‘A bill for the relief of John Wilkinson’s heirs at 
law; : 

A bill for the relief of John Home; 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer A. Lester; 

A bill for the relief of James Cox; 

A bill for the relief of Nicholas Hedges; 

A; bill for the relief of Garre: Vieit; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. P. Rathbone; 

A bill for txe relief of Caauncey Calhoun; 
Which were severally referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported— 

A biil for the relief of Benjamin C Roberts; 
and 

A bill for the relief of Sylvester Phelps, and the 
heirs or legal representatives of Charles Landon, 
deceased; 

Which were severally referred to the Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. CASEY presented joint resolutions of the 
Legislature o: Hlinois, on the subject of the public 
lands, 

During the presentation of petitions and reports, 
leave was given to introduce the following resolu- 
tions: 

On motion of Mr. PROFFIT, 

Resolved, ‘hat so much of the resolution of this 
House, adopted on the 17th December, 1840, as 
calls for all the correspondence between the War 
Department and the superintendents of the Cum- 
berland road, &c. be hereby rescinded; and the said 


Department is required to furnish only copies of the | 


orders (if any such have been given) to suspend 
operations on the public works, on the Jake borders 
of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Wiskonsan, 
anton the Camberland road in Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illincis; and also copies of orders to sell the ma- 
chinery, tools, implements, &c. used on said works, 
and belongi:g to the United Sta’es. 

On motion of Mr. BLACK WELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be, and they are hereby, instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of establishing a port 
route from Cleveland, Tennessee, to Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, to intersect the route from Knoxvilic, 
Tennessee, to Cleveland, Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. McCLELLAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Baile- 
ings and G ounds inqure whether the failing of the 
chandelier in the halt cf the House was caused by 
a defect ia workmanship and consiruction; and 
also whether any money has been paid by ihe Clerk, 
and, if not, whether any onght to be paid, to the 
constructor of the chandelier. 

On motion of Mr, WELLER, . 

Resolved, That the Sceretary of the Treasury be 
required to report to this House whether any, 
and if any, what part or surplus, or additional see- 
tions or parts of sections, (lying along and adjoin- 
ing, and within the line of alternate sections on the 
Miami canal in the State of Ohio, and withheld 
from sale at the same time.) have been sold since Ist 
January, 1830, to the Ist January, 1839. Also, 
that he state to whom said lands were soid, at what 
office, and at what time, and at what price; and 
that he furnish copies of all instructions given by 
the different Commissioners of the General Land 
Office, from time to time, relating to withholding 


from sale lands on the route of the said Miami 
ganal 7 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 
Revolved, That the President of the United States 

be requested to communicate to this House, if com- 

patible with the public interest, copies of all cor- 
respondence between this Government and the Go- 
vernment of Great Britain, relative te any proceed- 
ing on the part of that Government, which may 
have a tendency to interrupt our commerce with 

China. i i ; 

Mr. ADAMS offered the following resoiution, 
which, under the rule, lies over one day: 

Resclved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to report to this House the names of all the 
posimasters throvghout the Usion who have been 
removed from office since the 31 day of March, 
1829, with tbe names of the persons appointed in 
their places, underscoring the names of all those 
removed for official delinquency or misdemeanor, 
and specifying the nature thereof, the complaint 
upoa which the removal was made, the evidence 
in support of such complaint, and whether the offi- 
cer removed was made acquainted with the com- 
plaint, confronted with his accuser, or allowed to 
be heard in his defence. 

On motion of Mr, A. V. BROWN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of granting a pension to John Everly, of 
Giles county, Tennessee, for his Revolutionary 
services. 


On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 3 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of fur- 
nishing to each of the State Legislaturesa copy 
of the printed documents of both Houses—and of 
the Register of Debates, and of all other pnblica- 
tions made by order of either House, if a sufficient 
number of copies remain on hand. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, 

Resolved. That the Committee on Commerce in- 
quire into the expediency of appropriating a sum 


| of money for clearing out the obstructions to navi- 


gation in the Providence river, at and near Provi- 
dence, and at and near Pawtucket, bota or either. 

On molion of Mr. CRANSTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of erecting 
a spindle on a stinken rock near the centre of Nar- 
ragansett bay, on the west of Providence island. 

On motion of Mr. HENRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be, and are hereby, instructed to ingnire into the 
exp: diency of csiabiishing a national armory on 
the Westera waters west of the Alleghany moun- 
tains, and to report by bill or otherwise, as may be 
deemed most expedient; and that all memorials and 
papers on file in the Clerk’s office in relation to this 
subject, be placed in the hands of said committee. 

On motion of Mr. LEADBETTER, 

Resolved, That the papers on file in favor of the 
claims of ihe heirs of Jacob Thomas, be referred 
to the Committee on Private- Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. McCLURE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be, and are hereby direc'ed to inquire into 
the propriety of reporting a bill for the reliet of the 
heirs and lagal representatives of Captain John 
Smi:h, deceased, late of Cumberland county, Penn. 
whos: petition aud papers were mislaid and lost by 
the said committee at a former session of Congress, 
afier it had been determined to report in favor of 
hisclaims as an officer of the army of the Revo- 
lution. 

. Mr. REYNOLDS presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of Ilinois, remonstrating against the 
mode and price of disposing of the public land ly- 
ing within the States recently admitted into the 
Union; which he moved should be referred to the 

tommittee on Public Lands, with the following in- 
structions: : 

“To report a bill to grant prospective pre-emp- 
tions to settlers on the public lands, and to reduce 


_ the price to settlers according to the value of said 


lands.” 
The motion giving rise to debate, was, under the 
rule, laid over. : j 
-REVENUE LAWS, 
Mr. ADAMS, aftersome explanatory remarks 
showing under what circumstance House bill No, 


r 


100, providing for the more faithful execution of 
the laws relating to the collection of duties on im- 
ports, had been lest at the last.session for want of 
time, moved to refer it to the Committe on Manu- 


_ factures. 


Mr. PICKENS objectcd to the bill being taken 
up otherwise than in its regular order on the ca- 
jendar. 

Mr. WISE wished to ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts if that was the revenue bill ‘intro- 
duced by him at the last session, and on which the 
Senate added, by way of amendment, fourteen 
sections imposing a new tariff. re 

Mr. ADAMS explained that it was; but bis view 
in moving a reference to the Committee on Manu- 
fectares was not to have them report the whole of 
the bill, as amended by the Senate, but the bill as 
iti was originally reported from the committee, 
So far as he was concerned, it was not his wish 
thata revenue bil) should be reported, but a bill 
only for the suppression of fraud. Mr. A. then al- 
Inded to a meeting of certain merchants in New 
York city in relation to the tariff, with a view of 
showing in what manner they had taunted the 
House, and insinuated how members of the House 
were to be managed with “champagne and mo- 
ney.” Mr. A. said, the proceedings of the meet- 
ing had been reported in one of the New York pa- 
pers, and .were of a character derogatory to the 
dignity of the House, Mr. A. asked who were 
these New York merchants who thus showed their 
estimate of the standing of the House? He believed 
there was not a native of New York among them, 
but that they were of the class of foreigners for 
whom the bill of last session was intended to ap- 
ply. They were the particular allies of the gentle- 
man from South Carclina, but he, Mr. A. did not 
like the character of such allies. 

Mr. A. then submitted his motion of reference 
to the Committee on Manufactures. 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion could be 
entertained only by a suspension of the rales. 


Mr. STANLY moved a suspension of the rules, 
for the purpose of enabling the motion of reference 
to be submitted. 


Mr. WISE, before he voted, wished to have a 
little more information on the subject. The bill 
introduced by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
at the last session was a bill to prevent frauds on 
the revenue. Its object was not to disturb the tariff 
question or interfere with the compromise bill. It 
did not propose the imposition of a new tariff, but 
simply to enforce the laws on the existing tariff. 
As such, the bill passed the House, and although 
he considered the bill arbitrary in many of its pro- 
visions, he yet made no serious opposition to it. 
It went to the Senate, where, under the specious 
tille of “a bill fe prevent {rauds on the revenue,” 
a number of additional sections were added, laying 
on a new tariff, disturbing the compromise act, and 
imposing on certa'n articles on additional duty of 
from 25 to 50 per cent. That bill, with the addi- 
tion of fourteen sections, had never passed the House, 
but was referred to a commiltiee. 


Mr. W. then vindicated the merchants of 
New York from the charge alluded to by Mr. 
Apams. He, too, saw the reported proceedings of 
tae meeting of merchants in that city; but he would 
inform the gentiemsn and the House that the re- 
port was nothing but a caricature of the proceed- 
ings, published in the New York Herald. He was 
authorized to say that there was net a word of truth 
in the representations there made, and it was with 
deep regret that the merchants of New York bad 
seen the “caricature” of their proceedings go forth, 
representing them as using such lapguage in rela- 
tion to the character and standing of the House. 
As one instance showing how much reliance was 
to be placed on the caricature report of the Herald, 
Mr. W. referred toit as saying that the gentleman 
from Massachusets [Mr. A.] introduced this bill at 
the last session when there were but four members 
present. The whole report was of a similar cha- 
racter, entirely false, and relating words which had 
never been utlered at that meeting. Mr. W. re- 
ferred to a letter received from one of the merchants 
who composed the meeting, (Mr. Jeffries) explain- 
ing the matter, and said he was sure that if the 


geatleman from Massachusetts had seen it, he 
would n t have made the remarks he had. 

As for the merchants of New York being the 
“allies” of the gentleman from South Carolina, he, 
Mr. W. would assert that the South stood in need 
of no alies.. On that question the Soush would 
stand alone on its own strength, and by that means 
they would secure more firmly the faith of the 
country. 
tion might be left where it was in 1832; but when 
jtshould be disturbed, Jet the question be raised 
fairly, and not insidiously included in a bill by its 
title purporting to be oaly a bill for preventing 
frauds on therevenue. Tne present Dill, with the 
additional sections of the Senate, was not the bill of 
Jast session. Moreover, he believed that the bill 
had died at the last session, and that in order to re- 
vive the subject again, it must be introduced de 
Novo. 

Mr. MONROE arose amidst much confusion, 
and expressed a desire to say a few words on the 
subject. Alter stating his fear of ever coming in 
contact with the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Apams,] he observed that he would giadly, 
on all occasions, leave him alone, except when he 
said any thing calculated to injure the reputation of 
the high minded merchanis of New York. Mr. 
M. then proceeded to describe the character of the 
meeting held in that cily,and contended that the 
persons who atiended it were as honorable and high 
minded as the gentleman himse:f. The report of the 
Herald, falsifying and caricaturing tue proceedings, 
had excited fec!ings of the deepest morufication, in 
proot whereof he begged leave to have read by the 
Clerk a letter he had received on last night from 
Mr. Jeffries, one of the speakers of that mecting, 
and whose remarks had been caricatured by the 
Herald. 

The letter of Mr. J. was accordingly read by the 
Clerk, denying the remarks impx'ed to him in the 
Herald, and expre sing his regret tbat it hat b - 
come necessary thusto correct the erroncous impres- 
sion which had gene abroad. 

_ Mr, CUSHING begged leave to ask whether the 
writer of the letter was an American cil. zen or a 
foreigner. 

Mr. MONROE was inclined to the belief that 
the writer was not an American citizen, but a 
Scotchman, who, he doubted not, was one of the 
most respectab!e importing merchants in New 
York. ; 

Afier some further debate in which Messrs. 
PICKENS, WISE, STANLY, ANDREWS, 
TILLINGHAST, and CUSHING, parncipated, 

The question on the motion of Mr. STANLY 
to suspend the. rules was put, and decidedby yeas 
and nays as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
derson, Andrews, Aikerton, Baker, Beatty, Board- 
man, Bond, Breckenridge, Brewster, Briggs, Brock- 
way, Barke, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carr, 
Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, 
Clifford, William R. Cooper, Cranston, Crcekeit, 
Cushing, Dana, Edward Davies, John Davis, John 
W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dickerson, Dellet, Doe, 
Doig, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Fernance, Galbraita, Gentry, 
Gerry, Giddings, Granger, William S. Hastings, 
John Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hillea, Ilock, 
Hunt, Jackson, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, 
Joseph Johnson, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave Jobn- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kempshall, 
Joseph Kille, Lane, Lest, Leonard, Liacoin, 
McCarty, McClure, McCulloca, Mallory, Mar 
chand, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Mon- 
tanya, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Mor- 
row, Naylor, Newhard, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Par- 
menter, Paynter, Peck, Pope, Prentiss, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Shaw, Simonton, Stade, Albert 
Smith, John Smitb, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stark- 
weather, Stuart, Swearingen, Taylor, Francis 
Thomas, Tillinghast, Toland, Turney, Underwood, 
Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Peter J. Wag- 
ner, Watterson, Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. 
Wiliams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Jo- 
seph l. Williams, and Winthrop—131. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Juison Allen, Banks, 
Beirne, Blackwell, Aaron V. Brown, Sampson H. 


aig 


All they asked was that the tariff ques- - 


Butler, William O. Butler, Coles, Connor, Mark 
A. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cross, Curtis, Dawson, 
Deberry, Fisher, Garland, Goggin, Griffin, Hul 
of Va. Hill of N.C. Hubbard, John W. Jones, 
Leadbetter, McClellan, McKay, Miller, Nisbet, 
Parris, P-ckens, Proffit, Rayner, Rives, Sh-pard, 
Thomas Smith, Sumter,Taliaferro, Waddy Thomp- 
son, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, War- 
ren, John White, aad Wise—45. 

So there being two-thirds voting in the affirna - 


tive, the rules were suspended. 


Mr. ADAMS then submitted his motion to refer 
to the Committce on Manufactures. . 

Mr. WISE, after some further remarks, moved 
to refer the bill to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

The question being first on the motion of Mr. 
Apams to refer to the Committee oa Manufactures, 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the previous question, 
whieh was seconded by the House. ` 

The main question on the motion was then or- 
dered, and taken by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Boardman, Bond, Brewster, Brigzs, 
Brockway, William B Campbell, Carr, Carroll, 
Casey, Chittenden,Clark,Cranston, Cushing, B. Da- 
vies, John Davis, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, 
Doe, Doig, Earl, Edwards, Everett, Fijlmore, 
Fleicher, Fornance, Galbraith, ‘entry, Gerry, 
Granger, Hammond, Hand, Wm. S. Hastings, 
Joha Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hook, Jackson, 
James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wm. Cost John- 
son, Natbanie! Jones, Keim, Kemble, K: mpsha!l, 
Kille, Lane, Leet, Leonard, Linco'n, McCarty, 
McCulloch, Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, 
Medill, Mitchel}, Monroe, Moore, Morgan, Samuel 
W. Morris, Morrow, Naylor, Newhard, Ogle, 
Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Paynter, Peck, Pcpe, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Rdgway, 
Edward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Siment:n, 
Siade, A‘bert Smith, John Sath, Traman Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, Stiuart, 
Swearingen, Taylor, Francis Thomas, John B. 


Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- ` 


bull, Underwood, David D. Wagener, Peter J. 
Wagner, John White, Henry Wiliams, Lewis 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Winthrop— 


169. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, An- 
derson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G Brown, Barke, 
Wm. O. Butler, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Mar« A. 
Cooper, Win. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cress, 
Dana, Dawson, Deberry, Deilet, Doan, Duncan, 
Eastman, Fisher, Floyd, Garland, Goggin, Hill 
of North Carolina, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Lowell, McCicllan, Mce- 
Clure, McKay, Montanya, Nisbet, Pickens, Pren- 
tiss, Rayner, Reynolds, Rives, Shaw, Shepard, 
Strong, Sumter, Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson, 
Vancerpoel, Warren, Watterson, Wick, Jared W. 
Wiliams, end Wise—60. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on Ma- 
nufactures. 

Mr. WISE inquired whether it was in order to 
instruct the committee to strike out all af erjthe 44th 
section of the bill, and move an ameaodment 
thereto. 

The SPEAKER said it was not. 

Mr. WISE then moved a suspension of the rule. 

But before any question was taken thereon, 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the select 
commitee, appointed during the Jast session, on 
steamboat disasters, was discharged, and ancther 
on the same subject ordered to be appointed. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the communication 
from the Po t Office Depaitment, in respect to trans- 
portation of the mails, &c. was referred to the Com- 
‘mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion of BRIGGS, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuorspay, December 24, 1840. 

Mr, MOUTON presented the petition of the 
branch pilots of the city of New Orle.ns; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also the petition of Abner Bradley; which was 


Feferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


_Also the petition of Pierre Dolet; which was 


referred to the Committee on Private “Land ~ 


Ciaims. aa. 
Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of the 


heirs of Robert Fulton; which was referred to tbe’ 


Committee on Claims. 


' Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of J T. 
Nevius; which was referred to the Committee: on 


Naval Affairs. e i 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the petition 
of James Simpson’s heirs, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, and the petition 
of James Paxton, was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. ak a 

On motion by Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the me- 
morial and resolotions of the Legislature of the 
State of Alabama for the cession to that State of 
the Muscle Shoals Canal, was referred to the 
Commiuce on Roads and Canals; the resolutions 
of the Legisiature of Alabama for the relinquish- 
ment to that State of the unappropriated public 
lands lying within her limits, was referred te the 
Committee on Publie Lands; the re-olutions of the 
Legislature of Alabama in relation to the claim of 
that State for advances to mil:tia volunteers, in the 
wars with Fiorida and Creek Indians, was referred 
to the Committee on Claims; and the memorial of 
citizens of Alabama for the erection of lights and 
light-houses, was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. er 

Mr. CLAY, in pursuance ef previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to intreduce a bill to 
amend an act entitled “An act to'grant. certain res 
linquished and unappropriated fands to thé State 
of Alabama, for the purpose of improving the navi- 
gation of the Tennexssce, Coosa, Cahawba, and 
Biack Warrior rivers,” approved May 23, 1828, 
and the several acts supplementary and amendato- 
ry thereto; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committ-e on Roa?s and Canals. ; 

Mr. C. also, on leave, introduced a bill making 
additional appropriations for completing the im- 


provements in Mobile harbor; which was read 


twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. C. also, on leave, introduced a bill provid- 
ing for the payment of certain claims of the State of 
Alabama; which was twice read and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. f 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
meree, to which waè referred the bill authorizing 
the President to cause certain surveys to be made, 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian Afe 
fairs, reported a bill for the reiief of Joha C., Rey- 


nolds; which was read and ordered to a sscond 


reading. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the ‘further 
ecnsideration of the petition of John Pritchett, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the petition of James 


Williams, made aa adverse report thereon, and 


asked to be discharged from its further considera- 
tion. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, the petition and pas 
pers of E. Shaler, now on file, were referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was yeicired the pet:tion of Garry Hinaas, 
asked to be discharged from its further considera- 
tion, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Indan Affairs; which was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. KING, the Commitice on 
Commerce was discharged from the further consi- 
deraiion of the memorial of the Legislature of H- 
linois, praying an ex'ensioa of time for the pay- 
ment of duty bonds, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the Committe on 
the Judiciary was discharged from the father con- 
sideration of the petition of George Whitman. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reperted a bilt for the relief of Thomas 
Hawkins and Ralph Haskins; which was read, 
and ordered to.a second reading. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 


which was referred the bill for the relief of the ler 


d 


$ 


gal representatives of Thomas Cooper, deceased, 

reported the same with an amendment. . 
Mr: W., also, from the same committer, to which 

was referred the memorial of Francis A. Dickins, 


the . District of Columbia and Territories of the 
United, States, in certain eases; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to provide for the better secu- 
rity of the lives and passengers on board of vessels 
propelled in whole or in part by steam; which was 
| read, and ordered to a second realing. 

Mr, LUMPKIN, ia pursuance of previons no- 
uce, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
; for the relief of J. M. Strader; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill for the relief of the 
7 legal representatives of Aaron Vail, deceased, late 
$ consul at L'Orient, reported the same without 
+ amendment, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, in pursuance of previous 
| notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
| for the relief of Richard Higgins, jt- which was 
read twice, and referred to the Commiitee on Pri- 
; vate Land Claims. 

< _ Mr. ©. also presented the memorial cf citizens of 
| Georgetown, praying for a recharter of the Farm- 
ers and Mechanics Bank; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred 

_A bill for the relief of George de Passau of Loui- 
siana; 
A bill for the relief cf Charles Morgan of Loui- 
siana; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Lovi- 
siana; 
___ A bill to confirm claim to lands in the district be- 
tween the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers; 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the Oua- 

chita land district, in the S:ate of Louisiana. 

A bill confirming certain land claims in Loui- 

siana; 
A bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Grange; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame De 
Lusser, and their legal representatives; 

A bill for the relief of Juan Belgar; 

A bill tor the relief of the Jegal heirs and repre- 
| sentatives of William Conway; 

A bill for the relief of Pie: re Babin; 

A bill to confirm certain laud claims in the 
Greenburg Land District, State of Louisiana; 

| _A bill for the relief of John Compton, assignee 

of Ganigues Flavjac; $ 

A bili for the relief of Jean Baptist Comeav; 

A bill confirming tbe claim of John Baptiste 
Lecompte to a tract of land in Louisiana; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Therese Malette, widow of Gaspard Phicle, 
reported the same without amendment. 

BILLS PASSED. 

A bill granting a pension to Hannah Leighton; 

A bill to amend an act entitled “An act more 
effectually to provide for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and for other pur- 
poses; and 

A bill to prevent the counterfeiting any foreign 
copper, gold, siver, or other coin, aud to prevent 
the bringing into the United States, or uttering any 


coin; were severally read a third time and passedy 


A are a 
A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkeh- 
sas, wio lost their improvements in consequenge of 


a treaty- between the United States and thea 
taw Indians, coming up on its third reading 
Mr. PHELPS made some inquir to the 


] hoc- 
l 
purport of the bill, and the legality of the title of 
H 


5 


the settlers to the land in question, 
Mr. SEVIER said he was sorry his friend from 
+ Vermont objected to: the passage of this Jog cabin 
| bill-—a bill which bad passed this House or the 
< other branch of Congress almost yearly for the last 
thirteen years, but it so happened that it never had 
passed both Houses in the one year. When he 
had the honor of a seatin the other branch of Cor- 
gres, this bill had passed without a dissen tin 


a ee ee ear 


reported a bill to provide for taking ‘evidence in’ 


counterfeit foreign copper, gold, Silver, or other. 


voice, but had not been acied on in the Senate: and 
for several years past it had been presenied in the 
Senate, received its favorable consideration, was 
passed and sent to the House, but failed in being 


acted on in. that body. As the Senator, however, | 


desired information, he wouid endeavor to af- 
ford it; though necessarily he would have to 
go back for a space of thirteen or . fourteen 
years for that purpose. When Arkansas was a 


Territory, it was deemed expedient by those who | 


then had the control of the Government of this na- 
tion, to lop off a large porticn of the most fertile of 
her soil—five of her best counties were severed 
from her by force, to give them to the Cherokees, 
for the purpose of carrying out the policy of this 
Government in relation to the Indians. They took 
by violent hands the improvements of the seitiers— 
they took private property ana applied it to a pub- 
lic purpose, and had made no remuneration there- 
for, and every year since that period had these 


claims. been presented here, and we were asked to | 


pay back to the settlers an equivalent for the 
property they had keen unjastiy deprived of. He 
repeated that these outrages had been rerpetraied 
with a view to carry out the Indian policy of the Gc- 
vernment, and Congress had recognised their jas- 
tice again and again. He said they had heard 
much in that chamber of the excitement respect- 
ing the Northeastern boundary, and the question 
of jurisdiction over the valley :of the Aroostook 
and tke pine hills of Maine: why, sir, Arkansas, 
by the transactions to which he alluded, had been 
despoiled of territ. ry of more value than the whole 
Siate cf Maine—a fertile belt of country 40 miles 
wide and 390 long, had been forcibly ‘taken from 
her, and this to prevent difficulties with the Indians. 
The settlers had been. pladered of their improve- 
ments, and they were called upon to make 
some compensation for them. Many of the 
settlers has resisted the villanous aitempt to 
Geprive them of their property without an 
equivaient, and to these had been granted 320 
acres of land. Those who had quietly submitted 
to the Government had received nothing; and it 
was for their relief that this bill provided. It gave 
thera bat 160 acres of land, whereas the former 
class received 320; so that the naked question was, 
will you give to those who ob-yed and submitted to 
your laws, the one-half of that which yeu gave to 
those who resisted them—nobly and successfully 
resisted them. He trusted they would pass the 
kil: it was but a scanty measure of justice, which 
had been long deferred 

Mr. PHELPS said the Senator had not an- 
swered his inquiry. He was not doubting the po- 
licy or the propriety of indemnifying the owners of 
property that was taken for the public use, bat he 
wished to know what right those settlers kad to the 
property taken for the public use. 

Mr. SEVIER explained. 

Mr. PHELPS was aware they were setilers 
wihin the boundary of Arkansas, but he wished 
to learn what tide they had to the land on which 
their improvements were locatod? If they had a 
Tight to it, it was destroyed by the act of Govern- 
ment, and they were entitled to compensation; bat 
if they had taken possession and introduced im- 
provements without title, he then said they kad 
no claim, more than a mere pre-emption rigkt. 
Mr. BENTON said, as this was a subject with 
Avhich, from his long connection wiih this body, he 


“had some acquaintance, and as come honcrable 


Senators appearcd not to be familizr with it, he 
begged leave to say a few words, He would be- 
gin at the beginning. About sixteen or eighiesn 
years ago, when Mr. Conway was the delegate 
from Arkansas, though it was immaterial who the 
delegate mighi be, Congress defined the bounda- 
ries of what that- Sate was to be, separating 
what was intended to constitute the State of 
Arkansas, from the vast wilderness that was 
beyond it it was marked out with 
reference to the {ature size of the State, to 
make it correspond with oiher States, and alco 
forthe purpose of including the great salt springs 
which are now in the possession of the Cherokees 
of the West, and on the boundary line of the State 
of Arkansas. The act, then, was passed, the boun- 
dary of the Territory was defined, and under the | 


; producing and 


& special li 


- administration of the second Mr. Adams, a treaty 


was made with the Cherokees, by which this act 
was repealed, by which an act of Congress was 
bowed down, and bowed down by the treaty mak. 
iag poser! Tais extension of the treaty mak- 
ing power was an outrage on the Constitution of the 
country; it was an outrage on a law of Congress, and 
it wos an outrage on the people of Arkansxs. He 
(Mr. Benton) was then on the Commitee of In- 


| dian Affairs—he was the Chairman of thar’ Com- 
| mittee—and he fought that treaty on every ground 


—on the ground that it wasa violation of the trea- 
ty-making power—on the ground that it was under- 
taking te repeal an act of Congress—and on the 


ground that an agent of the Seeretary of War was 


acting with the Indians in overturning the rights of 


;| the people of that country-—that it was doing a thing 


that was new to the treaty-making power—that 
it was extending thet power—and that it was an 
outrage on the settlers in Arkansas, and the doing 
them an essential wrong; and sn one other ground, 
that on this subject Congress had already passed. He 
(Mr. Bexvon) was then in the minority and in the 
opposition, as he might be again, and he was borne 
down, and the Constitution of the country was 
borne down, and the interests of Arkansas were 


| borne down; that outrage on the country, as well 


as on the lrgislation of Congress, was perpetrated. 
He fought it long, but he was borne down; and 
the boundaries of Arkansas were contracted forty 
miles for three hundred miles in length. That 
outrage was perpetrated ona defenceless Territory, 
but it was perpetrated on an organized Govern- 
ment, and it was done by men who sat on the same 
chairs as thosé who made the treaty, and who were 
sensible of the outrage they committed on the peo- 
ple who were left forty miles cutside the Ter- 
ritory. Bat contemporaneousiy with this irea- 
ty, an act waa passed to give to these scttlers double 
the usual pre-smption right, and not merely asa 
pre-emption, but as a compensation for the outrage 
committed upon them, ard for what they had lost, 
and as an inducement to them to break up their 
homes and remove forty miles from ihe Indians, to 
save a war. They were then offered 320 acres of 
land instead of 160; and now, after a lapse of Gf- 
teen or sixteen years, were they to have but half of 
that which those who did the wrong assigned 
to them? He was for the bill as it was introduced; 
and he should give it his support. 

After a few remarks from Mr, PRESTON, the 
bill was read a third time and passed. 

TAX ON BANK NOTES, 

Mr. BENTON bxpught forward his promised 
motion for leave to bripg inva bill to tax the cireu- 
lation of banks and bakers, and of all corpora- 
tions, companies or individuals which issved paper 
currency. He said ndthing was more reasonable 
than to require the mo eyed in’erest which was 
employed in banking, and especially in that branch 
of banking which was dedicated tò the profitable 
business of converting lampblack and rags into 
money, to contribute to the support of the Govern- 
ment. It was a large interest, very able, and very 


| Proper, to pay taxes, ard which paid nothing. It 


was an interest which possessed many privileges 
over the rest of the ecmmunily by law; which. 
usurped many others which the laws did not grant; 
which, in fact, set the laws and the Government at 
defiance whenever it pleased; and which, in addi- 
tion to all these privileges and advantages, was en- 
tirely exempt from Federal taxation. While the- 
laboring classes were all taxed; 
while these meritorious classes, with their small in- 


i comes, were taxed in their comforts and necessa- 
; Ties—ia their salt, iron, sugar, blankets, hats, coats 


and shoes, and so many other articles—the bank- 


! ing interest, which dealt in hundreds of miliens, 


which manufactured and monopolized money, 
which put up and pat down prices, and held the 
whole country subject to its power, and tributary to 
its wealth, paid nothing. This was wrong in itself, 
and unjust to the rest of the community. It wag 
an error or mistake in Government which he had 
long intended to bring to ike notice of the Senate 
and the country; and he jadged the present. con- 
juncture to be a proper time for doing it. Revenue 
is wanted. A general revision of. the tariff-is 
about to take place. An adjustmeat of the taxes 


as 
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for a long period is about to be made. This is the 
time to bring forward the banking interest to bear 
their share of the public burdens, and the more so 
as they are now in the fact of proving themselves 
to be a great burthen on the public, and the public 
mind is beginning to consider whether there ts. any 
way to make them amenable to law and govern- 
ment. 

In other counties, Mr. B. said, the banking inte- 
rest. was subject to taxation. He knew of no 
country in which banking was tolerated, except 
our own, in which it was not taxed. In Great 
Britain—that country from which we borrow the 
banking system—the banking interest pays its fair 
and full proportion of the public taxes: it pays at 
present near four millions of dollars. It paid in 
1836 the sum of $3,725,400: in 1837 it paid 
$3,594,300. These were the last years for which 
he had seen the datai's of the British taxation, and 
the amounts he had stated comprehended the bank 
tax upon the whole United Kingdom: upon Scot- 
land and Ireland, as well as upon England and 
Wales. It was a handsome item in the budget of 
British taxation, and was levied on two branches 
of the banking business: on the circu’ation, and on 
bills of exchange. In the bill whick he intended to 
bring forward, the circulation alone was proposed 
10 be taxed; and, in that respect, the paper system 
would still remain more favored here than it was 
in Great Britaia. 

In our own country, Mr. B. said, the banking in- 
terest had formerly been taxed, and that in all its 
branches: in its circulation, its discounts, and its 
bills of exchange. This was during the late war 
with Great Britain; and though the banking busi- 
ness was thea small compared to what itis now, 
yet the product of the tax was considerabie, and 
well worth the gathering: it was about $500,000 per 
annum. At the endof the war this tax was abo- 
lished; while most of the war taxes, laid at the 
same time, for the same purpose, and for the same 
period, were continued in force: among them the 
tax on salt, and other necessaries of life. By a 
perversion of every principle of righteous taxation, 
the tax on banks was abolished, and that on salt 
was continued. This has remained the case for 
twenty-five years, and it is time to reverse the pro- 
ceeding. Itis time to make the banks pay, and to 
let sait go free. 

Mr. B. next stated the manner of levying the 
bank tax at present in Great Britain, which he said 
was done with great facility and simplicity. It 
was a levy of a fixed sum on the average circula- 
tion of the year, which the bank was required to 
give in for taxation like any other property, and 
the amount collected by a distress warrant if not 
paid. This simple and obvious meihod of making 
the levy, had been adopted in 1815, and had been 
followed ever since. Before that time it was effected 
through the instrumenta ity of a stamp duty; a stamp 
being required for each note, but with the privilege 
of compounding for a gross sum. Ia 1815 the op- 
tion of compounding was dropped: a gross amount 
was fixed by law as the taxup°n every million of the 
circulation; and this change ia the mode of collec- 
tion has operated so beneficially that, though tem- 
porary at first, it has been made permanent. The 
amount fixed was at the rate of £3,500 for every 
million. This was for the cireulation only: a sepa- 
rate, and much heavier tax was laid upon bills of 
exchange, to be collected by a stamp daty without 
the privilege of composit'on. 

Mr. B. here read, from a recent history of the 
Bank of England, a brief account of the taxation 
of the circulation of that insutution for the last 
fifty years—from 1790 to the presen: time. It was 
at that time that her circulation begun to be taxed, 
because at that time only did she begin to have a 
circulation which displaced tse specie of the coun- 
try. .She then began to issue notes under ten 
pounds, having been first chartered with the privi- 
lege of issuing none less than one hundred pounds. 
It was a century—from 1694 to 1790—before she 
got down to £5. and afterwards to £2, and to £1, 
and from that lime the specie basis was displaced, 
the currency convulsed, and the banks suspending 
and breaking. The Government indemnified itself, 
in a small degree, forthe mischiefs of the pestiferous 
currency which it had authorized; and the extract 


which he was about to read was the history of the 
taxation on the Bank of Engiand notes which, com- 
mencing at the small composition of £12 000 per 
annum,now amounts toa large proportion of the 
near four millions of doilars which the paper system 
pays annually to the British Treasury. He read: 

“The Bank, till lately, has always bern particu- 
larly favored in the compsition which they paid 
for stamp duties. In 1791, they paid a composi- 
tion of £12,000 per annam, in lieu of all stamps, 
either on bill or notes. In 1799, on an increase 
ot the stamp duly, their composition was advanced 
to £20,000, and an addition of £4,000 for notes 
issued under £5, raised the whoie to £24,006. Tn 
1804, an addition of nor less than 50 per cent. was 
made to the stamp duty; but, although the Bank 
circulation of notes under £5 had increased from 
oneanda-half to four and a half millions, the 
whole composition was only raised from £24,000 
to £32,000. In 1808, there was a further increase 
of 33 per cent. to the stamp duty, at which time 
the composition was raised from £32,000 to 
£42,000. 

“In both these instanecs, the increase was not in 
propoition even to the inerease of duty; and no 
allowance whatever was made for the imerease in 
the amount of the Bank circulation. 

‘Tt was not till the session of 1815, on a farther 
increase of the stamp duty, that the new principle 
was established, and the Bank compelled to pay a 
composition in some proportion to the amount of 
their circulation. The composition is now fixed as 
follow:: Upon the average circulation of the pre- 
ceding year, the Bank is to pay at the rate of 
£3,500 per million, on their aggregate circulation, 
without reference to the different classes aad value 
of their notes. The estadlishynent of this’ princi- 
ple, it is calculated, caused a saving to the public, 
in the years 1815 and 1916, of £70,000. By the 
neglect of this principle, which ought io have been 
adopied in 1799, Mr. Rizardo estimated the public 
to have been losers, and tas Bank consequently 
gainsrs, of no less a sum than half a million.” 

Mr. B. remarked briefly upoa the «quity of this 
tax, the simplicity of its levy since 1815, ard its 
large product. He deemed it the proper model to 
be followed in the United States, unless we should 
go on the principle of copying all that was evil, 
and rejecting ali that was good in the British paper 
system. We borrowed the banking system from 
the English, with all its foreign viccs, and then 
added others of our own toit, England has sup- 
pressed the pestilence of notes under £5 (near §25;) 
we retain small notes down to a dollar, and thence 
to the fractional parts of a dollar. She has taxed 
all notes; and those under £5 she taxed hi: hest 
while she had them; we, on the contrary, lax none. 
The additional tax of £4,000 on the notes under 
£5 rested on the fair principle of taxing highest 
that which was most profitable to the owner, and 
most jnjarious to the country. The small notes 
fell within that category, and therefore paid highest. 

Having thus shown that bank circulaticn was 
now taxed in Great Britain, and had been for fifty 
years, he proceeded to show that it had also been 
taxed in the United States. This was in the year 
1813. In the month of August of that year, a 
stamp-act was passed, applicable to banks and to 
bankers, and taxing them in the three great branches 
ef their business, to wit: the circulation, the dis- 
counts, and the bills of exchange. On the cireula- 
tion, the tax commenced at one cent on a one dol- 
lar note, and rose gradually to fifty dollars on notes 
excceding one thousand dollars, with the privilege 
of compounding for a gross sum in lieu of the 
duty. On the discounts, the inx began at five cents 
on notes discounted fer one hundred dollars, and 
rose gradually to five dollars on notes of eight 
thousand dollars and upwards. Oa bills of ex- 
change, it began at five cents on b-lis of fifty dol- 
lars, and rose to five dollars on those of tight thou- 
sand do Jars and upwards, 

Such was the tax, continued Mr. B. which the 
moneyed interest, employed in banking, was re- 
quired to pay in 1813, and which it continued to 
pay until 1817. In that year the banks were re- 
leased from taxation, while taxes were continued 
upon all the comforts and necessaries of life. 
Taxes are now continued upon articles of prime 


remanence e: 


necessity—upon salt even-——-and the question witk. 
now go before ihe Senate and country, whether the 
banking interest, which has now grown so: rich and: 
powerful—hich monopolizes the money. of the; 
country—beards the Government—makes. distress. 
or prosperiiy when it pleasss—the question is:now 
come whether this interest shall continue tobe ex 
empt from tax, while every thing else hasto. pay. =. 

Mr. B. said he did not know. how. the: banking 
interest of the present day would relish a: proposi- 
tion to make them contribute to the support. of the 
Government. He did not know how they would: 
take it; but he did know how a banker of the old: 
sencol——oue who paid on sight, according to ‘his 
promise, and never broke a promise to the holder 
of his notes—he did know how suck a banker 
viewsd the act of 1813; and he would exhibit his 
behaviour to the Senate; he spoke of the late 
Sreruun Girarp of Philadelphia; and he would. 
let him speak for himself by reading some passages. 
from a petition which he presented to Congress.the 
year after the tax on bank notes was laid. 

Mr. B. read: : 

“That your memorialist has established a bank 
in the city of Philadelphia, upon the foundation of 
his owa individual fortune and eredit, and for his 
own exclusive emolument, and that he is willing 
most cheerfally to contribute, in common with his 
fellow-citizens throughout the United States, a full 
proportion of the taxes which have been imposed: 
for the support of the National Government, ac» 
cording to the profits of his occupation and the va~ 
lue of his estate; but a construction has been given 
to the acts of Congress- laying duties on notes of 
banks, &2. from which great difficullies have oc- 
curred, and great inequalities daily produced to the 
disadvantage of his bank, that were not, it is confi- 
dently believed, within the contemplation of the 
Legislature.” 

x * * it % 3 

That it has been officially declared, however, 
hat the second section of the act of Congress does 
not authorize a composition with an individaal 
banker, because it speaks only of banks and compa- 
nies, (not of banker and bankers,) and because it 
speaks only of dividends (not of profits) made-to 
the s‘ockholders, and that hence an individual 
banker, acting upon a capital of one million of dol- 
lars, and issuing bank notes to the amountof one 
million of dollars, is subjected to: the: prompt : pay» | 
ment of a duty amounting to ten thousand: dollars, 
while an incorporated bank, or even a company of 
two or three bankers, acting pon the same amount 
of capital, and issuing the same amount of bank 
notes, willonly be liabie, periodicaily, to the payment 
ofa daty amounting to one thousand five hundred 
dollars, upon tie customary annual dividend of ten 
per cent,” 

* * x # + 

“And your memorialist having submitted these 
considerations to the wisdom ef Congress, respect» 
fully prays, that the act of Congress may be so 
amended as to permit the Secretary of the Treasury 
to enter into a composition for the stamp duty, in 
the case of private bankers, as well as in the case 
of corporations and companies, or so as to-render 
the duty equal in its operations upon every denomi 
nation of bankers.” ‘ 

Mr. B. had read these passages from Mr. Gis 
rard’s petition to Congress in 1814, first; for the 
purpose of showing the readiness with which a 
banker of the old school paid the taxes which the 
Government imposed upon his business; and, next, 
to show the very considerable amount of that tax 
which on the circulation alone emounted ‘to. ten 
thousand dollars on the million. All this, with the 
additional tax on the discounts, and onthe bills of 
exchange, Mr. Girard was entirely willing to pay, 
provided ali paid alike. All he asked was equality 
of taxation, and that he might have the benefit of 
the same compusition which was allowed to incor- 
porated banks. This’ was a reasonable request, 
and was immediately granted by Congress. 

Mr. B. having vindicated his bill on British ‘and 
American precedent, as well on reason and princi- 
ple; went on to’ state 118 details, and to show’ the 

rebable amount of the tax it would produce. He 
stated that he proposed a tax of one per centom per 
annum on the notes of twenty dollars and upwards; 


56 


of two per cent, on the notes of fivedollars, and un- | annually iscreasing, would gradually -bear down 


dèr twenty; and four percent. on the notes under 
five dollars, This he beld to b+ a more moderate 
tax than thatimposed upon the banking interest by 
the act of 1813, f..r while it taxed tha circulation a 
litle higher than was done by that act, yet it taxed 
nothing. but the circulation. The discounts and 
the bills of exchange were not included. He justi- 


fied the higher tax placed cn the small bills for the - 


same reason’. which cecasioned them to be more 
highly taxed in Great B-itain when notes under £5 
were tolerated there, to w.t: because those small 
notes were more profitable to the makers than the 
large ones, and therefore couid afford to pay higher, 
and were more injurious to the country, and there- 
fore ought to pay higher, 

To collect ‘his tax, Mr. B. said thathis bill fol- 
lowed the plan that had prevailed ia England since 
the year 1815, that is, to require the banks, and 
other corporations, aud the individuals and com- 
panies which issued paper money, to give in to the 
clerk of the Usited States district court the average 
of the circulation for the first three quariers of the 
year, and an estimate of the fourth quarter; upon 
which the marshal of the district should make the 
collection, under the instructions of the Secrezary 
of the Treasury. He held this to be a cheap, efli- 
cient, and simple method of collecting the tax. It 
avoided all the objestions which applied to a stamp 
duty; objections so great that, both ia England 
and America, while the stamp daty was nomirally 
imposed, a composition so moderate was permitted 
that the duty was always compounded for a gross 
sum. 

The product of the tax waz the point to which 
Mr. B. next adverted. He said the product would 
be considerable, and well worth the collection. Oa 
the present circulation of about one hundred mil- 
lions, of which more then half might be assumed 
to be under twenty dollars, and therefore paying 
the higher tax, the produet would not be less than 
a million anda ha!f of dollars. But the paper sys- 
tem is now ina state of depression: it has been 
vastly contracted within a vear past to make “dis. 
tress” for the election of 1840, and will soon swell 
out again to make plunder for speculators, In 
1837, the circulation was one hundred and forty 
millions; it will doubtless expand to that amount 
again in the course of the year; itis time fer the 
new expansion to begin; and when the Constitu- 
tional ‘Treasury is abolished, and all check over the 
issue of bank paper removed, the cirea'ation wiil 
probably amountto two handed miliens of dol- 
lars. The prodvct of the bank tax would then be 
about three millions of dollars; a respectable sum 
in itself, very near'y equal to the sales of the pub- 
lic lands, and sufficient to admit the suppression of 
taxes on many articles of comfort and necessity. 

Having made this exposition of his bill as a re- 
venue measure—as a measure purely and simply 
intended to raise revenue from the moneyed inte- 
rest employed in banking, Mr. B. said there was 
an additional feature in the bill which ke had not 
yet mentioned, and which he should now proceed 
to develope. It was in an annual progressive in- 
crease of the tax on small notes—hose nuder the 
size of twenty dollars—which he had inserted in 
the bill; and the motive for which inercase he 
would now state. The biil, as already explained 
to the Senate, proposes a higher tax on the small 
notes than on the large ones. This was done on 
the fair revenue principle hefore Stated, and which 
was acted upon in Exgiand when the circulation of 
small notes was admitted there. Bat in addition to 
this higher tax on such ro’es, an annual increase is 
proposed to be added to jt until the whole 
tax amounts to twelve per Cent. per annum. 
This increase was jot intended solely for 
revenue, but parily to effect the gra?ual 
suppression of these notes. This was the mo- 
tive for the increase; and the bill was so drawn 
as to present this add tional tax as a separate 
clause, and as claimiag fiom the Senate a distinct 
and separare consideration. The provision was, 
that notes of five doHarsand under twenty, should 
pay one per centum per annum additional tax, and 
those under five dollars should pay two per centum 
per annum additional, until the tax on each 
amounted to twelve per cent, This additional tax, 


these notes, and pat an end to. their circulation at 


“the ead of some years, in ihe mean time supplying 


revenue. - This was the character and object of the 
second part of the bill; and as it was the first time 


‘that a measure of this kind had been brought 


before’ the Senate, he felt it to. be incumbent 
upon him to vindicate his proposition, and to 
anticipate and obviate some of . the objections 
which might. be made to it. At the head of these 
objections stood the question of constitationality— 
a question which should be well considered at the 
proposal of every new measure. It might be. ob- 
jected that the taxing power could not be used for 
an inciden‘al purpose; that itmust be confined to 
its direct object. Before answering this objection, 
Mr. B. would say that there were five classes of 
politicians in the United States, and very nume- 
rous classes too, who could not u-e it—who were 
precluded by thei: principles from using it. These 
were, first, all those who admitted the right of Can- 
gress to reguiate the currency generally; for- as 
there wasno specified mode of regulating if, it re- 
sulted of course that Congress should use any one 
of ils ac'ual powers for that parpose which would 
accomplish the object. - Secondly, all those who 
held jt constitutional to chartera National Bank to 
regulate the currency; for it was clear that if 
Congress, in the exercise of an implied power, 
could invest a company of individuals with the 
power of regulating the currency, it might regulate 
the same currency itself by the exercise of an ex- 
press power. Thirdly, ail those who deemed it 
constitutional to lay duties for the direct purpose of 
protection; for if it was consii:wional to banish 
foreign products in that way, it was still more 
clearly so to use the same power for the suppression 
of a domestic nuisance. Fourthly, all those who 
held it constitational to lay duties with a view to 
incidental protection; for if an incidental ohjeet 
can be allowed in one case, it may in another. 
fifthty, all those who held it constitutional to lay 
prohibitory duties; for prohibition was the same, 
whether it applied to one object, or another. Mr 
B. said, these five classes of politicians were pre- 
cluded from making the question of constitutionali- 
ty to the second part of his bill; and he believed 
these five classes would comprehend nearly the 
whole of the politicians in the Union; be 
believed that almost every politician would 
fall into one or the other of these classes, and not 
few would fall into the whole of them; all such he 
held to be etonned hy their prinrip'ss from object- 
teks his proporcd me Bat there may be 
others, he szid, not ineluded in these classes, and 
therefure not estopped by their established princi- 
ples; and to whom a reply upon the merits is due. 
That rep'y is as brief as it js obvious, namely, that 
where the Constitution requies a thing to be done, 
and has not specified the mode of doing it, Con- 
gress may exercise any one of its grantcd powers 
for the purpose which is adequate to the object. 
This is the principle, and now for its application: 
The Constitution requires the gold and silver cur- 
rency to be preserved; the small notes destroy 
that curreney, and substitute for it a base paper 
money. The Constiution requires gold and silver 
to be the only legal tender in payment cf debts; 
the small notes destroy that tender, and make 
base paper a forced tender jn payment of every 
every debt. Here, then, are two 
of the Constitution op-rated by these smal! no‘es; 
here are two consttutional requisitions defeat- 
ed by these sm:ll notes; here is a two-fold duty 
devolvei upon the Congress—first, to prevent 
these infractions, end second, to comply with these 
Tequisitions; and no way is pointed out for doing it. 
Tae obvious course then is, to use any remedy that 
a granted power will afford for the purpore. The 
taxing power will do this. {twill kill the small 
notes, which are killing the Constitution; and it is 
absurd to think of waiting for an express power to 
put down these destroyers of the Constitution; for 
the framers of that instrument never foresaw the 
evil; they never fosesaw the existence of a then- 
sand banks, and tea thousand individuals, alt 
issuing small paper money, and refusing to pay it 
when they pleased; and a great political party sus- 
taining them in their conduct. These are things 
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infractions fof | 


not foreseen by the framers of the Cons‘itution; 
they are evils against which specific remedies can- 
not be directed; they are evils which must coniiaue 
unless a remedy can be found in the incidental ex- 
ercise of a granted power; and to deny this, is to 
say that the Constitution cannot be used to save 
itself. : i 
Mr. B. said that neither the idea of his bill, nor 
the argument in favor of it, was original with him, 
They had both been used by others long since, and 
especially by Mr. Gallata ten years ago. Mr. 
Gallatin, in his essay on currency, in the year 
1830, had proposed this method of putting down 
small notes; and in an elaborate argument, had 
vindicated its constitutionality, clearly showing that 
it avoided the Hamiltonian, and came within the 
Jeffersonian construction of the Constitution. His 
argument is too extended to be quoted in fall here; 
but some passages from it will show his opinion, 
and exhibit a part of his reasoning. He says: 
“We have already adverted to the provisions o 
the Constitution, which declare that no State shall 
either coin money, emit bills of credit, make any 
thing but gold and silver coins a tender in payment 
of debts, or pass any law impairing the obligation 
of contracts, and which vest in Congress the exclu- 
sive power to coin money, and to regulate the value 
thereof, and of foreign coin. It was obviously the 
object of the Union to consolidate the United States 
into one nation, so far as regarded all their rela- 
tions with foreign countries, and that the internal 
powers of the General Government should be ap- 
plied only to objects necessary for that purpose, or 
to these few which were deemed essential to the 
prosperity of the country, and to the general con- 
venience of the people of the several States. 
Amongst the objects thus selected, were the power 
to regulate commerce among the several States, 
aud the control over the monetary system of the 
country.” 4 
* # * % * * à 
“Congress has the power to lay stamp duties on 
notes, on bank notes, and on any description of 
bank notes. That power has already been exer- 
cised; and the duties may be laid to such an 
amount, and in such a manner; as may be necessa- 
ry to effect tha object inten-ed. This object is not 
merely to provide generally for the general welfare, 
but to carry into effect, in conformity with ths last 
paragraph of the eighth section of the first article, 
those several and express provisions of the Consti- 
tution which vest in Congre:s exclusively the con- 
trol over the monetary system of the United States, 
and more particularly tho e wich imply the ne- 
cessity of a uniformenriency. The exercise of 
the power for that object is tree of any constitu- 
tional objection, provided the duties thas laid shall 
be uniform, and applied to the Bank of the United 
States, as well as to the State banks. The 
act of laying and collecting the duties, which 
is expressly granted, is alone sufficient to 
effect the object. As no appropriation of mo- 
ney. is wanted for that purpose, the exercise 
of power which is required, is purely that of lay- 
ing duties; and itis notlisble to the objection, that 
to assert that the authority to lay taxes implies 
that of appropriating the proceeds is a forced con- 
struction. it is equally free of any objection de- 
rivet from any presumed meaning ot the words “ge- 
neral welfare,” since the power to lay duties will, 
in this instance, be exercised, in order to carry into 
effect several express provisions of the Censtitution, 
having the same orject in view. Congress may, 
if it deems proper, lay a stamp daty on small notes, 
whieh will put an end to their circulation, It may 
lay such a daty on all bank noes, as world con- 
vert all the banks in‘o banks of discount and de- 
posite only, «nnibilate the paper currency, and 
rendera Bank of the United S ates unnecessary in 
teference to thst object, But if’ this last measure 
should be deemed Peroicious, or prove impractica- 
ble, Congress must resort to olher and milder 
means of resulating the eurreacy of the country. 
The Bank of the United S ates, as has already been 
shown, was established for that express purpose.” 


, Mr. B. would not go farther into the constitu- 
tional question, as it concerned the second part of 
his bill, at present. He held what had- been said 
by himself, and quoted from Mr. Gallatin, to be 


sufficient on that head; sufficient, at all events, to 
warrant the introduction of his bill. The other 
part of it—that which related to révenue—was free 
from all constitutional question, and presented no- 
thing but a question of expediency. It presented 
the simple question whether the moneyed interest 
employed in banking ought to be made to contri- 
bute to the support of the Government; and to that 
question he expected a general answer in the affir- 
mative. To the expediency of suppressiag the 
small notes under twenty dollars, he should also 
expect an affirmative answer from the majority of 
the Senate and the people. He himself should 
be for suppressing all under one hundred 
dollars; but the public mind was not yet 
ripe for so strong a measure. The small notes 
under twenty dollars were the great evil at pre- 
sent. They were a pestilence, a nuisance, anda 
curse tothe country. They dreve specie out of 
the country, and made safe banking imposible. 
They threw the losses, when banks stopped pay- 
ment, upon those who had no benefit from banks 
when they were going on: they threw all the losses 
upon the laboring and small dealing part of the 
community. They promoted crime and immorali- 
ty; forthe counterfeiting, and passing counterfeit 
paper, fell almost entirely upon the small notes. 


They banished silver; for how could a silver dollar , 


circulate against a one dollar note? They ba- 
nished gold; for how could an eagle circolate 
against a ten dollar, or a half eagle against a 
five dollar bill? They were injurious to every in- 
terest, except the banking interest, and to them 
they were the source of enormous, but most un- 
due pr. fit. 

Mr. B. submitted his bill, with the declaration 
that it was one of the measure; for the protection 
of the constitutional currency, and the restriction 
of the paper system, which went to the foundation 
of partie:; that it concerned the great question of 
the age—that of the currency—on which Jefferson 
and Hamilton divided fifty years ago, and on 
which Democracy and Federalism must continue 
to divide until the question of mastery and perma- 
nent supremacy was decided between the banks 
and the people. 

At the request of Mr. PRESTON, the bill was 
then read. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said it was not usual, nor 
in accordance with the courtesy generally extended 
to Senators, on asking leave to introduceta bill,’ to 
make objections; but this bill was of stich a che- 
racter, that, with the views he entertained, it 
seemed to him it was not properly admisrib'e 
There was a provision in the Constitutidn which 
provided that all bills for the raising ofire 
should originate in the House of Representatives, 
though the Senate might make amendmentg thereto. 
Now what was this bill? [i was a bill by which it 
was intended to lay a tax upon all bank notes 
issued by any banking incorporation in this coun- 
uy. It was not confined to any distriet or terri- 
tory, but it was a bill to lay a tax, in the form of a 
daty, to be assessed and paid into the Treasury of 
the United States, and thus forming a part of 
the receipts and the money of the Government, 
and to be expended as such. Now if he understood 
the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benron] aright, 
that Senator considered ita part of their obligations 
to compel, these corporations to pay a po:tion of 
that which justly goes into the Treasury ia the 
shape of revenue; and if so, it was not within the 
powers conferred upon them by the Constitu‘ion; 
and could they, ther, permit the introduction of a 
bill containing such a provision? He had no in- 
tention to reply to the rema:ks of the Senator from 
Missouri on the merits of the bill; with the views 
he entertained he did not consider the Senate could 
constivutionally receive the bill, and therefore he 
should attempt no reply. Some years ago it was a 
question there whether, indced,the Senate could re- 
duce a rate of duty propased to be imposed by a 
bill which had come up fromthe othen House; but 
on that subject he had’ now nothing to say, nor 
should he say a word on the merits of this bi!l; he 
merely felt it to be his duty to state the views he 
had on the question of its reception, and therefore, 
on the question of granting leave, he called for the 
ayes and noes, 
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Mr. BENTON said the objection-of the Senator 
from Connecticut [Mr. Huntineron] was a very 
fair one; it was one which he had ‘anticipated, for 
he should have sat there for twenty years to very 
litle purpose, if he had not foreseen it. He re- 
peated, it was a fair objection, and it was entitled 
to the grave consideration -of the Senate. Bat in 
the twenty years that he had sat there, he had seen 
the thing done, and thatin a pece of Jegislation 
which they deemed the most sacred of all the legis- 
lation they bad ever done; he alluded to the com- 
promise act of 1833, which origina‘ed in the Se- 
nate, and to that part in which they raised the duty 
on coarse woollens from five to fifty per cent. 
That bill was entertained by this body, it was car- 
ried through this body, and was perfected by this 
body. 

Mr. WEBSTER. No, no, no; not perfected. 

Mr. BENTON repeated that it was perfected 
by this body. He knew well what hesaid. It 
was perfected by this body; it was discussed and 
amended inthis body; afterward ađop'ed as an 
amendment in the House of Representatives, 
and then was seni up again to this hoase, and 
passed asa House bill. That bill, afer being 
entertuined by this body, and perfected by this bo- 
dy, or discussed until they were satisfied with i', 
was taken asan amendment by the other House, 
passed there, and sent here, and then passed here. 
Thus it began here—was discussed h»re—amended 
here—perfected here—but not passed till adopted 
and sent up by the House. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama would suggest the pro- 
priety of raising no question of this kind on the bili 
until it was printed; the discussion could come 
up more properly when the bill was about to bave 
its secend reading, or on the question whether it 
should be read a second time. 

Independently of the question raised by the ho- 
norabie Senator from Conrecticu', he believed 
there was another grave constitutional question to 
be determined, namely: whether they had the pow- 
er to regulate State bank institutions at all. If 
they could raise a tax to the amount proposed, they 
could lay a tax to any ether amoun!—io an amount 
that would be a total prohibition of a system of 
bankirg which they had had from the foundation 
of this Government. Let the bill be printed, and 
then let the question come up when they were ac- 
quainted with its provisions. 

Mr. WEBSTER asked what could be a clearer 
case than this? The very head and ttle of the bill 
showed that it was intended thereby to lay a tax, 
and the Constutation said that all soch bls sheuid 
originate in the House of Representatives. The 
case of the compromise act was different; the gene- 
ral scope of that act was not to raise, but to reduce 
taxes; but even then it was thought that it hada 
very doubtful right there. But he was surprised to 
hear any gentleman asking leave to introduce such 
a bill as this. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to lay the question of 
reception on the table, and that the bill be printed. 
He hoped no question would be taken on the bill 
until they had had an opportunity to read it. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped the gentleman 
would withdraw his motion for a moment. He 
was about to remark that the suggestion of 
the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Cray,] that 
they should jet this bill take the usual curse, 
and that the objections should be conusi*ered 
at another stage, seemed to bim to be one that ought 
not to be indulged in by the Senate. The provisions 
of the Constuution were directly opposed to the 
Senate’s right to entertain this bill at sll, and he 
thought the Senate oughtto meet it at once. Why, 
then, a motion for postponemeni? Had not every 
bedy heard the bill read? And were they not sa- 
tisfied that in its very terms it proposed to lay 
a tax which should be paid, as a part of the 
revenue, into the Treasury? If this were 
so, be thought the motion ought to be disposed 
of; that the question ought to be settied; and he 
thought the Senate was as ready now as it would 
be at any other time, even if the bill were printed. 
They knew what it contained, and if they had not 
the right to entertain this bill, which in its letter and 
spirit was a bill to raise revenue, he would like to 
know why it was there for a moment? It could 
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net properly be there; and therefore he hoped the: 
qaestion would be taken, and that tho yeas and 
noes would be ordered. i 

Mr. CALHOUN saidit was uadonb‘edly true. 
the Senate could not originate a biil to faise a re- 
venue by taxation; and at another period, onano- `- 
ther measure, when he presided over the: Senate, 
the question was raised, whether, as they had dot. 
the power to originate bills to raise reventc, they LE 
could reduce taxation; he everruled the objection’ 
and the Senate contirmed his decision, and the 
compromise bill was passed under that decision, 
But in its progress,as aa amendment was made 
in favor of course woollens, and as the ‘question 
had arisen as to the right of the Senate, the other 
House adopizd the amendment as its own, to obvi- ` 
ate any informality. He argued that the question. 
should be decided by the Chair, whether ‘this bill 
was admissible, 

Mr. KING did not agree with the Senator 
from South Carolina, that ths question ` called 
for the decision of the Chair It. was for. 
the Senate to decide whether this proposition 
should be entertained; and there could be no ageney : 
in the matter until the Senate had decided whether 
the bill should be received. He would take that 
occasion to say that he was not prepared to receive 
it because it was in dire.t contradiction to the pro 
visions of the Constitution. He would say, 
further, that if it came frem the other Howse,’ 
it would fiad but little favor wiih him; bat.it was 
then sufficient for him to say, that it was’ in 
direct conflict with the Constitution; and the Senate, 
knowing what. its provisions were, should now 
come to a derision. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, the motion was to reecive ` 
this bill. He conceived it was the daty of the 
Cra, if the bill was in conflict with the Consti- 
tution, to say so. 

Mr. PIERCE had not had the fortane.to hear 
the bi'l read atlergh, but he syppored the idea 
of rejecting the propasition to receive a -bill 
was somewhat extraordinary. Hs did not, at 
present, understand its provisions and, therefore 
he was gratified with the motion of his colleague, 
[Mr. Hvpearn,] which would settle no principle 
in regerd to it, he motion merely going to the extent 
of laying it on the table, that they might have it 
printed, to give to those of them whe had not hsard 
the bill raad at length an opportunity to read it. | 
After what he had heard, he ceneurred with ihe 
opinions expressed, but be preferred read ng the 
bill for h mself. As no principle was involved, he 
hoped the simple mo ion of reception and printe 
ing would be adopted, and with that invention he 
would make the motion. $ ; 

Mr. WEBSTER hoped the ayes and noes would 
be taken thereon, ; . 

Tae PRESIDENT stated the question before the 
Senate, and 


Mr. SEVIER rose to make an appeal to the 
other side of the hous~: he thought the course pur- 
sued on the other side was a strange one, and 
therefore he hoped fer their indulgence to allow the 
bill to be printed. What did they propose to gain 
by the course they were taking? D -ubtless their 
object was to defeat the bill, if it were introduced 
atall, and why not then iatrcduce it and defeat it 
on iis merits. 

Mr. WEBSTER wished to say that his object 
was not to defeat the bill—he heped, himself, to 
consider it; bat he did not permit himself to enter- 
tain aa opinion on its merits when it was a: consti- 
tutional question that was before them. a 

As to the question of printing, be thought it was 
at present sufficient that they had heard the bill 
read; the bill wes entitled a bill for the laying 
a tax on the issues of banks, and it proceeded 
to lay that tax; but if Senators were not 
salisfied, they could have it read again, but he 
wished the Senate to give not the slightest degree 
of countenance to a measure which the Constitu. 
tion expressly prohibited.. Now, the motion to lay 
the bill on the table, implied a doubt whether it was 
not rightly there; he had no doubt it was wrongly 
there altogether, and they ought not to take the 
slightest incipient step on such a bill. It- had 
been -read, and it was clearly for the laying of a 
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tax; and it was clear that such a bill was not within 


their constitutional power. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said no principle what- 
ever was involved in the motion of his friend from 
New Hampshire—they neither voted on, ihe adop- 
tion nor the rejection of the bill. He hoped the 
Senate would adopt the motion, allow the bill to te 
printed, and that they would have another opportu- 
nity to vole on its merits. Not doubting that the 
Senate would give them that opportunity, he 
would now renew his motion to Jay the motion 
of the Senator from Missouri on the tab'e, and that 
the bill be printed. _ f 

Mr. WEBSTER hoped the question would be 
determined by the ayes and nozs, which were or- 
dered. / 

After a few words from Mr. CALHOUN, Mr. 
CLAY of Alabama, and Mr. WEB3TER, the vote 
was taken on the motion to lay jt on the table, and 
it was determined in the negative-—ayes 18, noes 22, 
as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, {en on, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Norvell, Pierce, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wal, 
and Wright—18, 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Davis, Dixon, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
King, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Nieholas, 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Rugzles, 
Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, and Webster—22, 

Mr. BENTON then said he had accomplished 
the main, though not the whole of his objects in in- 
troducing the bill. One object was to bring the 
question before the country—that he bad accom- 
plished, and therefore he would now withdraw his 
motion for ljeave to introduce the bill, 

Mr. WEBSTER said the Senator could not 
withdraw it without the consent of the Senate. 

On this question a point ef crder arose, which 
led to an animated debate, in which Messrs. 
WEBSTER, TAPPAN, CLAY of Alabama, 
PIERCE, CALHOUN, KING, CRITTENDEN, 
HUNTINGTON, PRESTON, SEVIER, MER- 
RICK, PH&LPS, snd others took part, a report 
of which will be given hereafter. 

It was then resolved, on the motion of Mr. 
PRESTON, that when the Senate adjourn, it do 
adjourn to meet again on M: nday next. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuursvay, December 24, 1840. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communication’: 
1. From the President of the United States, in 
compliance with a resolution of the House of the 
17th inst. asking ‘“‘what appropriations of money 


at the last sersion of Congress were expended by ° 


him; designating to what particular objects such 
appropriations were made, and the specified sums 
suspended; and what sums continued to be sc sus- 
pended at the commencement ef the present session, 
and their objects respcctivelw.” 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

2. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
milting a report, in compliance with a resolution 
of the House of the 17th inst. relative to a cor- 
respondence between himself and the Treasurer of 
the United States, in respect to the operations of the 
Independent Treasury.. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS, laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

3. From the Post Office Department, in snswer 
to a resolution of th: Honse, submitted a few days 
since, inquiring “whether Ralph Jackson is a con- 
tractor for carrying the mailin the State of Hie 
nois,” &e ; from which communication it appears 
that Ralph Jackson does not hold any contract un- 
der the Department for carrying the mail. 

On motion of. Mr, GIDDINGS, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. : 

4. A report from the Clerk of the House, on the 
sale of damaged’and useless paper. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND, laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordeied to be printed. 

The following Senate bills were severally read a 


‘first and second time, and referred to the appropri- 


ate. committees: 
The bill amendatory of the act abolishing im- 
prisonmentfordebt. | : 
‘The biil in relation to donations. of land to cer- 


“tain persons in the State of Arkansas. 


The bill to quiet the titles of certain land claim 


ants in the States of Missouri and Arkansas, and. 


for other purposes. ios 

The bill to settle the tide to certain tracts of 
Jand in the State of Arkansas. 

The bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama 
the two per cent. fund reserved by the act. for her 
admission into the Union, to be applied to the mak- 
ing of a road or roads leading to said State. 

The bill to establish an additional land district in 
the State of Alabama. ~ 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers on the 
public Jands, who were deprived of the benefits of 
the act granting pre-emption rights, which was ap- 
proved on the 18th of June, 1834. 

The bill to grant other lands to the inhabitants of 


townships deprived of the 16h section by Indian 


reservations, 

The bill to authorize thr inhnbitants of township 
eight north, range thirty-two west, in the State of 
Arkansas, to enter a section of Jand in lieu of the 
sixteent section ia said township, upon econditicn 
that the same be surrendered to the United States 
for m.litary purposes. 

The bill authorizing the inhabitants cf fractional 
township ten south, of range one east, in the State 
of Arkansas, to enter one-half section of land for 
school purposes, 

The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Ar- 
Kansas, who lost their improvements in conse- 
quence of a treaty betwecn the United States and 
the Choctaw Indians. 

The bill to relinquish the reversionary interest 
of the United States to a certain reservation in the 
State of Alabama, 

The bill for the relief of James Smith of Are 
kansas. i 

The bill for the relief of George W. Paschal. 

The bill for the relief of William Jones. 

THE PUBLIC LANDS, 

The next business in order was the metion or 
REYNOLDS of Illinois to refer a memorial from 
the Legislature of shat State to the Committee on 
Publie Lands, with the following instructions: 

“To report a bill to grant prospective pre-emp- 
tions to settlers on the public lands, and to reduce 
the price to settlers according to the value of said 
lands.” 

Mr. REYNOLDS advocated bis motion at some 
lengih, and dwelt upon the injustice dowe to the 
new States by the present land sysiem. 

His remarks will appear hereafter. 

Mr. PICKENS regretted exceedingly that his 
friend from Illinois had thougat proper, at this 
time, to bring forward such a subject. We were 
how at the commencement of a short session, with 
many other matters pressing upon us, and, in his 
opinion it was not the proper period for agitating 
a subject of the most vital interest to the Union. 
From what he had heard from the gentleman from 
Indians the other day, and from what had been 
manifested from other quarters of the House, he 
was convinced that no question in future that might 
be brought ap before Congress would be more agi- 
tating, or of a greater interest than the disposinon 
of these public lands. For his part, when he came 
to legislate on this subject, he would, as he did on 
all other subjects: he would legislate neither for 
the inhabitants of log cabins, nor for the occupants 
of palaces; but he wonld legislate for the justice 
and honor of hiscountry. This, however, was not 
the proper time for legislating on so important a 
subject, and he could not but regret its introduction 
at this period of a short session. The proper time 
would be at the next Congress, which would 
bring a new set of Representatives. 

The question on the adjustment of the tariff 
would be also then brought up, when there would 
be time to mature some measure which should 
do justice to both the individuals, as well as to all 
States. He confessed that, in prospect of the next 
census, he considered the question of the public 
lands a very different question from what it was 


twenty years ago, when they had to legislate but 
fora few States, and fora small band of citizens, 
who had’gone forth to seek a living in the wilderness, 


‘and to erect their habitations in the forests of the 


West. The subject, of the Western lands was to 
this Government our colonial system, and his de-° 
sire was, when the subject should come up, to 
place these people ina different situation than that 
in which they had been for the last ten. years, and 
to set free our colonies. He wanted some fixed 
principle-in relation to these lands, not as a money 
or tar.ff question, but as a question of polities. He 
was interested in the prosperity and freedom of the 
West, and if we ever had another pre-emption bill, 
he would prefer that it should be one fixing thelaw 
in advance. A general prospective pre-emption 
law, would be far more preferable than one extend- 
ing only to two or three years. The latter, in his 
opinion, was unjuzt and unwise legislation. This 
was the reason why he had opposed pre-emption and 
graduation laws previously introduced,because they 
were made after the case had occurred,and no system 
could be wise which was thus exposed to the ope- 
ration of so much partiality. He would propose 
that this subject should come up at the next Con- 
gress, when they might fix on some system that 
would do credit to the Government as well as to 
the citizens concerned. He would not say what 
he might be forced to do, but if the prediction of 
the gentleman of Indiana [Mr. Prorrir] should 
be verified, and the people of ‘the West came to 
demand what they called justice, he would then 
consider what justice was, and do his duty to his 
own Sta‘e as well as to them. 

He would prefer that they would legislate on 
some general system, for it was not right to be 
guided by local interests, asit was impossible for 
him to know what might be the principal interest 
in this or that question which might arise. He de- 
sired to lop off every braneh of corrupt Executive 
patronage which had crept into the land system 
during the last ten or fifteen years. He believed a 
graduation system might be necessary asa matter 
of justice to the rights of the States, but be would 
advocate some general system, founded on enlight- 
ened and statesmanlike views, which woulddo hc- 
nor to the country, and not upon this colonial sys- 
tem of the last few years. . ` Si 

Mr. P. concluded by expressing a hope . that the 
whole subject would be suffered to rest until the 
next Congress, and that his friend from Illinois 
would not press his motion of instructions. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON moved to amend 
the instructions submitted by Mr. Reynonps, by 
substituting the following: 

“To refer to the Committee on Public Lands, 
with instructions to report a bill to have the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the public domain divided 
among the States in an equitable ratio, to. be used 
by the States for internal improvements, education, 
or any other purpose, as may te deemed wise by 
the several States receiving said distribution.” 

Mr. JOHNSON then advocated his amendment 
at some length; after which, 

Mr. HUBBARD took the floor to reply to some 
of the statements of Mr. Jonson; and, in so do- 
ing, proposed to illustrate the accuracy of his own 
position by reference to statical facts, having rele- 
rence to the value of waste lands in Alabama, &ec. 

Mr. H. had not preceeded far, when he said that 
this was a more important subject—that the discus- 
sicn had been sprung suddenly on the House—that 
he should like time for consideration—and that if 
any member would move an adjournment, he 
would yield the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, then moved 
that when the House adjourn, it will adjourn over 
to Monday; which was agreed to, 

_ An adjournment was then moved, and the quese 
tion was taken by yeas and nays, and decided in 
the negative: Yeas 59, nays 94, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to postpone the 
subject until the second Tuesday in January next; 
which he afterwards withdrew. i 


And another motion was made to adjourn, which 


prevailed And the House adjourned unt! Mone 
ay. 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay. December 28, 1840. 
The PRESIDENT presented a memorial from 


_ the Legislative council of the Territory of Iowa, 


asking for the construction of a road and perma- 
nent bridge on Big Cedar creek, and a mil tary 
road from Dubuque to the Missouri line; which, 
en motion of Mr. NORVELL, was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, from the same, asking fer an an.e¢ndmen 
of the o-ganic law of said Territory; which, on 


motion of Mr. NORVELL, was referred to the | 


Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a communication from the Department of 
State, transmitting an abstract of returas, showing 
the number of seamen registered in each collection 
district in the Union during the year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1840; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

[The total number of seamen registered in 1840, 
as above, was 8,091, viz: native, 7,591; natura- 
lized, 140.] 


Also, acommunicsation from the Treasury De- | 


partment, in answer to a resolulion of the Senat: of 
the 21st inst. that the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to inform the Senate what sales of pub- 
lic lands have been made in the State of Michigan, 
north of the line dividing townships twelve and 
thirteen north, and west of the line dividing ranges 
two and three, west of the principal meridian; 
which, on motion by Mr. NORVELL, was laid on 
the table, ard ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a memorial of 
citizens of Cherokee county, Alabama, praying for 
a modification of the pre-emption law; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of ci- 
lizens of Waterloo, IN. Y. praying the enactment 


of a general bankrupt law; which was referred to | 


the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PORTER presented: the petition of Ross 
Wilkins and others, praying the passage of a gere- 
ral bankrupt law; which was referred io the Cum- 


- mittee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Maltry 
Gelston, executor of David Gelston; whieh was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the memorial of 
citizens of Mississippi, asking for the establish. 
ment of an additional Jand district in said State; 
which was referred to the Committze on Public 
Lands. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the petition of 
Hester Hill was withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate. 

On motion by Mr. WALKER, the petition and 


papers of Joseph Vidal, now on fi'e, were referred | 


to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WALKER aiso gave notice that to-morrow 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill relative to 
the two-per cent. fund of the Slate of Mississippi. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of George 
Taylor for indemnity for French spoliations prior 
to 1800; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON also presented the petition of 
Col. Robert P. Wainwright; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pen :ior®, 

Mr. MANGUM presented the memorial of the 
Council of the City c£ Washington, remonstrating 
Against the transfer of the steck held in the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal to the State of Maryland; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 


| and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred, a bill to re- 
vive the act entitled “An act to enable claimants 
to lands within the limits of Missouri andthe ‘Fer- 
ritory of Arkansas to institute proceedings to try the 


validity of their `elaims,” approved the 26ih of | 


May, 1824, and an act amending the same, and 
extending the provisions of said act to claimants to 


. lands within the States. of Louisiana and Missis- 


sippi; reported the same without amendment. 
Mr. PHEL?S, from the Committee on Indian 


. Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of Nathaniel Pryor, reported the same with an. 


amendment. 
Mr. HUBBARD, l 
Claims, to which was referred the bill for the relief 


from the. Committee. on | 


wen 


of Ephraim D. Dixon, reported the same without 
amendment, g 
Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred > 


the bil for the relief of John M. Strader, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. GRAHAM presented the petition of me- 
chanics who we:e employed on the arsenal in North 
Carolina;. which wes referred to the Committee oa 
Ciaims. 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, the peti:ions of 
citizens of Washington for a renewal and remodi- 
fication of the charter of said city, now on file, 
were referred io the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, 

Mr. NICHOLAS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
authorizing the Legislature of Lonisiana to sell the 
lands heretofore appropriated for the use of schoo!s 
in that Siate; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

TAXI: G BANK NOTES. 

Mr. BEN'PON said waen the Senate was last in 
ses-ion, be asked leave to introduce a bill to tax 
paper issues, to which it was objected that ii was 
not constitutional to introduce such a bill in this 
body, and he had therefore asked and obtained 
leave to withdraw it. But he now wished to give 
notice to the Senate, and to the country, that he 
should offer that bill in the form cf an amendment 
to the first revenue bill to which it was applicable; 
and in the mean time he would ask leave to have 
the bill prinied as an amendment. He had struck 
out the title of the bill, and simply wished that it 
might be prinied and laid on the table, that any 
gentleman who desired to turn his atten‘icn to the sub- 
ject, might have the opportunity to do so, and that 
gentlemen might not be taken by surprise. 

The PRESIDENT having stated the question 
to the Senate, 

Mr. KiNG said he presumed it was not necessa- 
ry lo state to the Cuain thet the subjectmater to 
which it was intended to «fer this bili as an amend- 
ment, was not yet betore ihe Senate, and therefore 
itc.uid not be received in that form. It had been 
usual to receive and print amendments as a eour- 
tezy to Senators, but never before the proposition 
to which the am-ndment was desired to be mace 
had been introduced. He thought the Senator 
from Missouri was not now in order, but that he 
would have to wait until the revenue bili to which 
it would have to be attached, came up. He (Mr. 
Kise) had no wish to prevent the bill going before 
the coantry, bat he desired that they shou!d ad- 
here to what was regular and proper in their forms 
of proceeding. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that the subject 
was with the Senate for decision. 

Mr. BENTON ca‘d perhaps he could relieve the 
Senate. His object was to give notice to the Se- 
nate and to the country that he should pursue this 
subject, and at his earliest convenience; that being 
done, if gentlemen would look at the subject, he 
had no desire to have the amendment printed, 
though he had been anxions to avoid taking them 
by surprise. However, he would not now press 
his moticn. a 

COMMERCIAL RECIPROCITY. * 


f 
i 
Mr. DAVIS presented a memoria! from inbhbi- 


tants of Newburyport, Mass. praying for the repeal 
or modification of the actof 29ih May, 1830, regu- 
Jating commercial intercourse between the United 
States and certain British colonies, and moved that 
it be referred to the Commitee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. He spoke in support of the prayer of the 
memorial, but was inaudible at the Reporters’ 
desk. 

Mr. WEBSTER had net been aware that his 
cslleague was about to present a memorial on this 
most important subject; but he desired to say that if 
it should go to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
he hoped the committee would consider tho- 
roughly aad carefully the whole extent, and all the 


- consequences of that system of policy which they 


had been for some years in the habit of calliag the 
reciprocity system. He (Mr. WEBTER) was not 
then” prepared to express any opinion whether, 
when the reciprocity treaty expired, it should be re- 
newed, hor on other matters in connection therewith; 


fi'teen or twenty, if not twenty-five years, many-of x 


| which were entirely destitute of ali the essential. 


principles of reciprocity. $ : 
Mr. DAVIS had looked at this subject for some. 

time as one which was entitled to ail the considera- 

tion which his colleagae thought it deserved—for 


| some years he had seen the development of facts of. > 


a striking character. Buta few years ago memo- 
rials were presented in this chamber, from mer- 
chants of Baltimore, setting forh the unequal ad-* 
vantages Which they enjoyed in the transhipment 
of tobaceo to Germany, as one result of-a treaty, 
to which he now referred, as a sample of ih? trea- 
ties of reciprocity. which, instead of affording re~ 
ciprocal advantages, drove the Baltimore merchants 
entirely ontof the rade. He could point out ma- 
ny more such re<ults in the operation of these trea- 
ues, to show the necessity of an examination ofa ` 
system, as suggested by his. collesgue, which. was 
of very doubtful policy, as regarded the interests 
of this country. 

At the requect of Mr. CALHOUN, the memeo-: 
rial was read. pi 

Mr. BUCHANAN then said, certainly ‘this wass 
avery important subject; it wasa request to change 
that policy of the country which they had been ei« 
deayoring to carry into effect with all foreign na- 
tions since the year 1815. That it was disastrous 
in some respects, particularly in regard to our 
commerce wih some of the Hanse Towns, 
there could be no doub; but why refer it to: 
the Commiltce on Foreiga Relations? It was 
a sabjret peculiarly relaiing to the commerce 
and navigation of the country; and the question 
was, how have these treaties of reciprceity opera- 
ted on those two great interests, which in that 
body were exclusively committed to the Commit-. 
tee on Commerce? lt was not a subject connected 
with their foreign relations, excep: incidentally; 
and he moved, therefore, that it be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, which was its appro- 
priste reference. 

Mr. DAVIS had moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, because it referred to 
a conventional jagreement of the treaty-making 
power between the British Colonies and the United 
States. Hf, however, it would more appropriately 
go to the Committee on Commerce, he was williag 
that it should go thee. 

Mr. CALHOUN said it appeared to him that, in 
the first instance, it should be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and, after that committee had 
repor ed, it might be proper to refer their report to 
the Committee cn Foreign Relations, his was 
the old subject, which the Government had so long 
found it difficult to manage satisfactorily, and he 
apprehended it never would be managed satisfacto= 
rily. If the difficulties could be overcome, he 
should rejoice; for there was no man on that floor 
who tock a deeper interest than he did in the pros: 
perity, navigation and commerce of jthe country. 

Mr. DAVIS was satisfied to withdraw his motion, 
and let it go to the Commitee on Commerce, 

After a few words from Mr. MERRICK, 

Mr. KNIGH P said, whatever committee this 
memorial might be referred to, he hoped the atten- 
tion of the committee would be drawn to the ope- 
ration of these reaties, and particularly to. tae ar- 
rangemənt in regard to the West India trade, and 
the effect on the trade and navigation of the 


country, So far es he was informed; this ar- 
rangement had beea favorable to the Bri- 
tish navigation, and injurious to our owa. He 


believed it to be a fact, now ascertain d, that the 
British tonnage had greatly increased, and that our 
tonnage in this trade of the Colonies had dimi- 
nished. In olden times we used to import mo- 
lasses, ram, salt, sugar, and other commodities, 
from the West Indies in one own vessels; but under | 
the arrangement}, large quantities of these articles 
are brought in British vessels, and mueh from the 
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Northern: colonies where they are not grown or 
manufactured clearly giving to the British'an advat- 
tage which we do. not possess. He wished the com- 
mittee also to inquire whether the existing arrange- 
ment. is reciprocal in its provisions aad opera- 
tions: He understood that the British vessels are 
now allowed to carry certain goods, wares, and 
merchandize from this country to the West Indies, 
which ours are not permitted to carry, and in this 
particular a decided. preference is given to the Bri- 
teh navizater over our own. These are some of 
the points which it is desirable should be investi- 
gated by the committee. Discriminating duties, 
also, in favor of the Colonies, should not escape 
the attention of the committee. 

Mr. KING said he would greatly prefer that it 
should go to the Commitee on Foreign Relations, 
especia'ly if the Committee on Commerce was to 
be merely aconduit through which it should pass to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. He was not 

. unwilling to take any labor that might be necessa- 
rily impos:d upon him in the public service, as 
the chairman of the Committee on Commerce; but 
as our foreign relations required a re-examination, 
it would be better that this subject should now go 
to the commiitee to which it must ultimately go, 

Mr. BUCHANAN trusted that it would not go 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. The 
question was, whether it was advisable to renew 
our treaty with Great Britain—whether, when 
this treaty shall expire, “it shall be renewed 

again? These Newburyport merchants say it 
ought not, in their opinion, and who was to decide 
that qu>tion? [t would bs necessary to take a ge- 
neraland broad view of the effect of this treaty 
on the commerce of the countty; and to decide 
that important question, it should be referred 
to a committee acquainted wth the subject. 
How could the Commitee on Foreiga Relations 
determine a question respecting the effect produced 
on their commerce? If it were seut to them, it 
would be .ent tOo a committee, the members cf 
which were suppoted not to have entered into its 
consideration at all, while the Committee on Cim- 
merce, during the entire session, were in the daily 
consideration of questions exclusively connected 
with it, and theref re he agaia hoped tt would go 
to ths Committee on Commerce. But he had ano- 
ther remark. If this subject was to be investigated 
as h ought, andas is importance required that it 
shoald:be, it could not po-sible be done s3 as to 
make a-sausfac:ory report atthe present session. 
They woakt have to go back Nrough a wari ty 
of sources to aszerta:n what fleet iLe.e recip: ocity 
treaties had had on our commeres, and this infor- 
mation coald not be collected in the six weeks or 
two months the Congress would be in session. 
And then the country must havetime to reflect on 

it after it was coltected, and ig the expectation that 
this memorial was to besent to a committee, the 
members of which were not conversant with the 
subject, he had no hesitation in saying that it was 
idle and vain te suppose they could accomp'ish 
any thing this session. He thought the Committee 
on Commerce might be in posession of informa- 
tion on this subject, and might, therefore, be able 
to make a report at the present session, though he 
much doui ted; but he was satisfied nothing could 
grow o»t of the reference to the Committe on Fo- 
reign Relations. 

The Senate then divided-on the question of re- 
ference to the Committee on Commerce, whi’ h was 
decided in the afirmative by a voteof 19 to 9; 
gnd the memorial was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, wh ch was considered and agreed ti: 

Reselv.d, Treat the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to pay the cuifit to 
Commodore Porter, not provided for when he was 
appointed Minister, resident at Constantinople. 

> Mr. NORVELL submitted the following mo- 
tion} which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation to enabl2 the President of 
the United States to negotiate for the extinction of 
the Indian titles to the ùnpurchased lands lying in 
the upper peninsula of ‘the State of Michigan. 


| 
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Mr. CLAY of Alabama sabmitted the follow- 
ing motion, which was considered and agreed to: 
` Résclved;: That the Comimittee on the Judiciary 
be instrucied to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by-law for the appointment of a Marshal 
and District Attorney for the Middle District of 
Alabama. : 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana submitted the following 
resolution, which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate a copy. of the cor- 
respondence between the Department and the Go- 
vernor ef the Siate of Indiana relative to the lands 
granted in that S'a'e by the act of March 2, 1827, 
for that part of the Wabash and Erie Canal which 
lies between the mouth cf the Tippecanve river and 
the line of the State of Ohio, which could not be 
set off to the State of Indiana in the adjustment 
that took place in 1829 and 1830, in consequence of 
the Indian title thereto net being then extinguished. 
And that he also report what quantity of land the 
State of Indiana is stl entitled to, under sxid act, 
for that portion of said canal, and what portion of 
the same has been granted to individuals as Indian 
reservations by treaty with the Miamies. 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was e nsidered and agreed to: 

Resolved, Tnat the Committe: on the Judiciary 
be instrucjyed to inquire into the expediency of as- 
signing the present district judge of the United 
States for the State of Missisippi to one of the dis- 
tricts of said State, and af appointing a separate 
judge for the remaining district. 

The followi-g bills were cons dered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whoie, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading: 

A bill granting a pension to Lemuel White. 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow 
of Elijah Barres. 

A bi'l granting a penzi n to David Waller: 

A bill for the re'ief cf Samuej Collins, 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Basseit. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Richard T. Banks of the State of Arkansas. 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of War to ad- 
just and psy to Beajamin Murphy, of Arkansas, 
the value of his corn, cattle, and hogs, takea by 
the Cherokes Indians in the month of Dec. 1928 

A bill for the relef of Joab Seely. 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pro-are steam vessels for tae reveaue service. 

A bill sowing dawhask on frreigen mere han- 
dise exported in ths e ieina sermos to Chhaa- 
hua and San‘a Fe, in Mexico. 

A bill to amend an act entitled “An art to anihe- 
riz: the State of Tennessee to issue grants and per- 
fect tides to certain lands therein deserihed, and to 
settle the claims to the vacant and unapsropriaved 
lands within the same,” passed the 18h day of 
April, 18/6 

A bili for the relief of William P. Rathbone. 

A bill feriher to amen the act entitled “An act 
to provide for taking the six:h- census er enumera- 
tion of the inhabitar's of the Uaited States,” ap- 
proved Mirch 3, 1839. 

The bill making an anpropriation to cemplete 
the removal of the raft of Red river, and for other 
purpos’s, was taken ep, as in Committee of the 
Whole, and, afier some remarks by Mr. KING, 
showing the propriety and necessity of its passage, 
it was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 

The bil to establish a Board of Commissioners 
to hear and examine claims against the United 
States, was taken up, as in Committee of. the 
Whole, and ordered te be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill to revive the charters of the banks of the 
D'striet of Columbia, being taken up— 

Mr. TAPPAN thought they ought to wait until 
they had received some papers that were ordered to 
be printed on the subject. 

Mr. MERRICK would be glad, then, if Senators 
who were desirous to enter into the diseassion of 
this.bill, would agree to fix an early day for that 
purpose. f 

Mr. TAPPAN would agree with the Senator 
from Maryland in the appointment of an early day, 
when the papers to. which he referred were re» 
ceived, : : 


` The Dill tó- establish a permanent prospective 
pre emption systém in favor of settlers on the pub- 
lic lands who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise å log cabin thereon, coming up in order, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said. he had the honor 
to report that bill, and he was anxious to have: it 
disposed of; but he wished to take no advantage of 
Senators, there being several absent from their 
seats, and therefore he would consent to pass it by. 
informally. It was a bill on which he wished to 
have a full Senate, that they might allshow their 
hands on the question of its passage.  ; 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said, then it- would be de- 
sireble to assign a particular day for the bill. ` 

Mr. CLAY replied, that a particular day had 
been named, and it came up this morning asa 
special order; but as the Senate was not full, be 
was willing it should be - passed informally, and it 
could be then taken up to-morrow, or any subie- 
quent convenient day. f 

After-a few remarks from Messrs. MERRICK, 
HUBBARD, WRIGHT, and others, the bill was 
passed. by informally. 

A bill for the benefit of the Selma and Tennes- 
sez Railroad Company being taken up as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole— 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said this bill had passed 
at previous sessions of Congress, and therefore it 
would not be necessary that he should enter into 
an explanation of its provisions, unless it were 
desired by some gentlemen on that floor. 


Mr. BENTON wished to have some further ex- 
planation on one or two points. He wished to 
know what progress had been made in the con- 
struction of this road, what probability there was 
of its speedy completion, and whether there was an 
ad: quacy of means with those e: gaged init. He 
had a decided objection to see the United States 
forcing on any of these works, unless. it were such 
as conid be carried speedily through—he had ro idea 
that the United States should take the laboring oar 
for the carrviag onany of these works, or contribut- 
ing where the work was not going on prosperously, 
and where the means of those engaged in it were 
inadequate to its completion; andhe wished, there- 
fore, the Senator from Alabama would inform him 
what was the state of the road, whether it-was in 
a state of progression, whether there was a proba- 
bility of its termination, what were the means of 
those engaged in it, and whether they were ade» 
quate to its cuceessful accomplishment, 


Mr. CLAY conid only repeat what he had said 
on o her occasions, that there was no sort of ques- 
tion in regard to the adequacy of the means of the 
company, for much the greater portion of the 
stock was taken by men of capital and respecta- 
bility in the S'ate of Alabama; nor could there be 
adoubt of the rapid advance of the work. The 
track was laid oat, the whole of it was surveyed, 
and much of it was graded; and from the com- 
mencement at the Alabama river, there were exta- 
vations and embankments comp’eted from 30 to 40 
mites; avd the road then entered a valley where 
neither by excavation nor embankment was neces. 
sary for some 69 or 70 miles. Of the importance 
of the work, he observed that this road was the con- 
necting link between North Alabama and the 
bay of Mobile; and between the Tennessee river 
and the waters of the bay of Mobile; and let this 
road be opened, and it would open an important 
means of commercial transit, both to the State of 
Alabama and the Siate of Tennestee; it wou'd 
likewire afford the means of defence of that part 
of our coast, by the rapid conveyance of men and 
munitionsof warin any emergency. it was well 
known that the meansof defence of Mobile and New 
Orleans must always come from the upper country 
and this company was willing to undertake the re- 
sponsibility of conveying men and munitions of 
war at all times, free of all charge, to the vulnera- 
ble points. He hoped the gentleman was now sa- 
tisfied. The work hitherto, under the pecu- 
liar circumstances of the times, had progress- 
ed less rapidly than could have been desired, but 
still it had progressed, and would be completed. 
This biil proposed to make no denation—it merely 
gave a pre-emption right. The land wag of but lit- 
tle value; and it was but right that this company 
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should have the advantage of whatever increased 
value they, by their enterprise, gave to the land. 
Mr. BENTON inquired whether the work was 
actually going on. 
Mr. CLAY replied in the affirmative; and the bill 
was then ordered to be engressed for athird reading. 
Afier a short Executive session, f 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, December 28, 1840. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine, on leave, presented the 
petition of J. B. Glover and others, of New York, 
praying for the passage of a bankrapt law; which 
was referred to the Commitee on the Judiciary. 

The following bi'ls from the Senate were then 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
appropriate committees, v.7: 

An act granting a pension to Hannah Leighton. 
« An act to amend an act entitled “An act more 
effectually to provide for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and for other pur- 
poses. 

An act to prevent the counterfeiting any foreign 
copper, gold, silver, cr other coin, and to prevent 
the bringing into the United. States, or uttering any 
counterfeit foreign copper, gold, silver, or ether 
coin. 

An act for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan 


sas, who lost their improvements in consequence of | 


a treaty between the Uni:ed $ ates and the Choc- 
taw Indians. 

An act supplementary to “An act to provide for 
the adjustment of titles to land in the u wn of De- 
troit, and Territory of Michigan, and for other pur- 
poses,” passed April 21, 1806. 

f : PUBLIC LANDS. 

The SPEAKER announced that the next busi- 
_ ness in order, was the motion of Mr. Reynotps otf 
Illinois, to refer a memorial from the Legislature of 
‘that State to the Committee on Public Lands, with 
the following instructions: 

“To report a bill to grant prospective pre-emp: 
tions to settlers on the public lands, and to reducy 
ihe price to settlers according to the value of saif 
lands.” 

The question pending was on the followin} 
amendment, submitted by Mr. W. Cosr JOHNSON 

“T'o refer to the Committee on Public Lands 
` with instructions to report a bill to have the pro 
ceeds of the sale of ihe public domain divide) 
among the States in an equitable ratio, to be use! 
by the States for internal improvements, education, 
or any other purpose, as may be deemed wise by 
the several States receiving said distribution.” 

Mr. HUBBARD, being entitled to the floor, 


was about ta resume his remarks, when he gave | 


way to 

Mr. CHINN, who moved to Jay the whole sub- 
ject on the table; but after some conversation, with- 
drew it, and moved a postponement of the subject 
until Teesday week. 


Mr. ALFORD renewed the motion to lay on the | 
table; and the yeas and nays being demanded, were | 


ordered, and resuited as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. AdMns, Alford, Anderson, Lien 
Banks, Barn.rd, Beirne, Bell, Bond, Sampson H. 
Butler, Calhoun, Chinn, Chittenden, Cole, Con- 
nor, Cranston, Cushing, Garret Davis, Dawson, 
Fillmore, Ficyd, Fornance, Gartan t, Gates, Gid- 
dings Granger, Griffin, Habersham, Hawes, Hill 
of North Carolina, Hopkins, Hunt, Jaeksoh, Jc- 
sep Jvhnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kemble, McKay, 
Mallory, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, Par- 
menter, Paynter, Peck, Pickens, Randall, Reed, 
Saltonstall, Shepard, Slade, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, Truman S.nith, Starkweather, Taliaferro, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Warren, Jokn White, and Win- 
throp—58. 

NAYS—Messrs.{Judson Allen, Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Beatty, Black, Blackwell, Boardman, Bayd, 
Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Burke, Wm. B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, 
Clifford, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Curtis, Dana, E. Dz- 
vies, Deberry, Dellen Doan, Doe, Doig, Duncan, 
Earl, Eastman, Ewards, Kiy, Everett, 
Fisher, Galbraith, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, 
Hand, John Hastings, Henry, Hilen, Hook. Hube 
bard, James, Jameson, Gharles Jolinston, William 


Fine, © 


Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Keim, Kempshall, 


Kille, Lane, Leadbetier, Leet, Leonard, Lowel,’ 


Lucas, McCiellan, Marchand, Marvin, Mascn, 
Medill. Miller, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Mor- 
gan, Morrow, Newhard, Palen, Parrish, Pope, 
Prentiss, Preffit, Randolph, Rariden, Reynolds, 
Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Ruzsell, Ryall, Simon- 
ton, Taomas Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, Strong, 
Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, F. Thomas, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, John R. 
Toompson, Tlinghast, Toland, Underwood, Peter 
J. Wagner, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, Henry Williams, Lexis Williams, Jo- 
seph L, Williams, and Chistopher H. Williams 
—Iiil. 

So the House refused to lay on table. 

The question then recurring on the motion of 
Mr. Cuinn to postpone all further consideration of 
the subject uali! Tuesday week, 

The SPEAKER suggested thaton that day the 
Pennsylvania contested election case would come 
up as the special order; whereon, 

Mr. CHINN modified his motion so as to read 
“next Wednesday week;” also that it be made the 
special order for that day. 

Mr. REYNOLDS opposed the motion to post- 
pone. He thought gentiemen could act upon the 
subject as well now as any other time If it were 
postponed until a later period of the session, the 
cry would then arice, that there was not time to 


' consider it. 


Mr. HUBBARD demanded the previous ques- 
tion, but there was no second. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
postpone until Wednesday week, it was taken and 
decided ia the affirmative. 

The question then being on the latter branch of 
the motion, making the subject the speciai order for 
Wednesday week, was taken, and decided “in the 
negstive. , so 

So the further consideration of the: subjéct is post- 
poned until next Wednesday week, pn Avhich day 
it will come up in its order. ý 

NAVY PENSIONS, f 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS askedfthe House to 
go into Committee cf the Whole on the bill reported 
by him from the Cemmittee on Naval Affairs last 
week, making appropriation for the payment of 
navy pensions. He reminded the House that the 
money would become due cn the first of January, 
so that promptaction on the bill was absolutely ne- 
essary. 

Mr. T then moved that the House go in‘o Com- 
milter of the Whole, for the purpose of taking up 
the bill. 

Mr. PROFFIT obj-cted. 

Mr. THOMAS explained the urgency of the 
bill, after which ihe objrction war withdrawn. 

The Heuse then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
McKay in tae chair,) and took up the above bill, 
which was rezad by the Clerk, as follows: 

A BILL concerning navy pensions and bh- lf-pay. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House f Represen- 
tatives of the Uniled States of America in Congress 
assem'led, That the sum of ene hundred and fifty- 
one thousand three hundred and fifty-two dollars 
and thirty-cige eens, be, ard the same is hereby, 
appropriated, to be paid cut of any monev in the 
Treavury not otherwise ap° ropriated, for he pay- 
ment of pensions and half-pay chargeable on the 
navy pension fund. 

At the request of Mr, THOMAS, the Clerk then 
read the faliowing document from the Secretary of 
the Navy, which had been forwarded by the Presi- 
dent, in compliasce with a resolution of the Honse: 

Wasnincron, December 7, 1840. 

Sia: I herewith transmit a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, in relation to the navy pension 
fund, to which the attention of Congress is invited, 
and recommend an immediate appropriation of 
$151,352 39, 1o meet the payment of pensions be. 
coming due on and after the Lst of January. 1841. 

` M. VAN BUREN. 
Hon. R. M. T. HUNTER, 
Speaker «f thé House of Representatives. 
Navy Department, December 1, 1840. 
Sin: I have the honor to state that the whole 
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„amount of money now on ‘hand to pay navy: pen- 


sioners, is $18 647 61; and that there will beree: 
quired in addition thereto, for that parpose, for the 
ensuing year-—184i—the sum of $151,352 ‘39; of 
which the sum of $51,476 73. will *be° wanted -to 
meet claims for pensions becoming die on the Ist 
day of January next. wb tpt 
The stocks at- present owned by the. navy pen- 
sion fund are: RT Sy en a 


City of Cincinnati five percent. ~> - $100,000 
City of Washingion five psr cent. = © + < 33,339 
Bank of Washington -~ -= - -~ : = 14 000: 
Union Bank of Georgetown - - - 11,400 

Nominal value -~ - - - $158,739 


All these stocks have greatly depreciated in 
value, and some of them are now altogether une 
saleable. The-stock of the city of Cingimnati, 
standing highest, has been advertised. to be"sold at 
auction on the 15th of this month, (December,).for - 
the purpose, in the first place, of reimbursing. the 
Bank of America the sum of fifty thousand dollars 
advanced to tre fand on a deposite of the said 
stock, to meet the payment of pensions which be- 
came due cn the Ist of Jaly last, and afterwards 
to meet, as taras it may suffice, the payments fall- 
ing due on the 1st of January next. $ 

To liquidate these and other claims becoming 
due in the year 1841, and at the same time to. pre- 
vent the great sacrifice which must ensue if the 
steeks belonging to the fund be sold at this time, I 
have the honor to request that you will be: pleased 
to callthe attention of Congréss to the subject at 
the commencement of its approaching session, and 
to recommend an immediate appropriation of the 
above named sum of $151 352 39 in aid of. the 
fund; the deficiency in its means of satisfying the 
just claims of pensioners, which by the act of Con- 
gress of 23d April, 1800, the public faith was 

ledzed to supply, having o¢curred. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
J K. PAULDING. 
To the Pausipznt of the United States. 


Mr. F. THOMAS then made a briefexplanation 
of the acts relating to the bill. He explained that, 
by the act of 1800, pensions were granted to sea- 
men, officers, and marines in the naval service who 
had been disabled; and that, by the 9:h section, a ° 
peculiar modeof paying these pensions was ‘pro- 
vided; the fund was to be derived not from the 
yeceral revenue of the Government, but from the 
sale of that portion of the piizes to which the 
United States might become entitled. He ex- 
plained also that, by the 9th section, the faith of 
the United States was pledged, in the event of the 
exhaustion of the fund, to make good the deficit. 
The Secretary of the Navy stated that this specific 
fand had been so far exhausted as to be reduced to 
a very small amount in stocks, most of which 
were now unsaleable, and he applied to Congress 
to make this appropriation for the purpoie of sav- 
ing those stocks from sacrifice, 

Mr. T. then proceeded to reply to an objection 
which, he said, he anticipated would be made by 
the gentleman from Mas:achusetts, (Mr. ADAMS.) 
Tere was a comrariety of opinion ia the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, and might be, Mr. T: sup- 
posed, in this House, as to the construction of the 
law of 3d March, 1837, under which this pension 
fund of 1800 had been exhausted. It would be 
seen that Congresz, by the act of 1800, had given 
pensions to officers, ccamen, and marines disabled; 
and, as he had said, by the ninth section, the faith 
of the Government was pledged to make good any 
deficiency in the fund if it should become. ex- 
hausted. By the Jaw of 1837, and. by other 
laws which it was not necessary for him to refer 
te, another class of persons had ‘been authorized 
to apply for these pensions other than tose con- 
templated by the original act; and their pensions 
were to commence from the time when the jocident 
oceurred which gave origin to the pensions. Under 
this act, Mr. T. explained that arrearages had been 
allowed of twenty or thirty years. He anticipated 
that the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. Apams] 
would assume the ground that the Scereiary had 
erred in giving tbat construction to the law of 1837. 
He anticipated the gentleman would say that Gon 
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: gress gave a pledge to make good any deficiency in 


> the fund im the -event of that fund being. applied 
“x80lely to pensioners contemplated under-the law of 
1800, to-wit, to oflicers, seamen, and. marines, 
vactnally disabled “in the public service. - Now, it 
‘seemed tohin (Mr. T:) that wha‘ever might be the 
construction given to the act, the bill before the 
“eommittee ought to. become a law, even if the Se- 
‘eretary of the Navy had committed an error. If 
‘the ‘fund was exhausted, the Government stood 
“bound to reimburse it. The Commitiee on Naval 
“Affairs intended, before the close of the session, to 
bring in-a bill tə repeal the act of 1837, aod jn- 
tended to incorporate in it certain provisions dimi- 
: v nishing the number of-persons entitled to make 
-these claims upon the Government. The simple 
question now was, whether the Government,. in 
virtue of its plighted faith, would now make good 
a deficiency in the pension fund of 1800; that fund 
having been exhausted under what some gentlemen 
might suppote to be a misconstruction of the act 
of 1837, $ 

Mr. ADAMS desired to know if the sum em- 
braced in the present bill was included in the esti- 

` mate for the year. ; 

Mr. THOMAS said, that so far ashe wasin- 
formed, he believed not. 

Mr. ADAMS then complained that the recom- 
mendation from the President was, that Congress 
should not exceed the estimates, and yet one week 
afterwards the House was urged to make an ap- 
propriation not included in the estimates, Mr. A. 
then went on to contend that the Secretary of the 
Navy, under the act of 1837, had no authority to 
make use of the. specific fund set apart for the 
payment of pensioners under the act of 1800. 

. Also, that by this act the. Treasury: of the United 
States had been saddled with a national debt, and 
for the payment of which they were called upon to 
make an appropriation notin the estimates. Mr. 
A. then proceeded to show that ia 1837 the amount 
of the specific fund was $1,200,000, the interest 
from which, he contended, was suflisient to meet 
the demands upon it. He wished to know what 
. had become of this money. Why, it appeared from 
_ the letter of the Secretary that it had been exhaust- 
ed not for the payment of the pensioners, for 
whom it had been set apari, but for the widows, 
Orphans, and perhaps the aunts cf persous who 
might have been in ihe service. After some fur- 
ther remarks, Mr. A. wenton to charge ihe Ad- 
ministration with a want of econuniy in thus 
“wasting” so mech money, sacrediy ret apart, as 
he contended, for anther specifie purpose. Le 
wisbed to know how the act of 1837 originated, and 
by whom it was passed throng the House. He 
desired to examine who kat invoduced the mea- 
sure, and to see whether was 2 Whig or an Admi- 
nistration “eecnomist.” 
. Mr. A. then, at much lergth, gave bis views in 
relation to the investment of Goveoment money in 
Siate stocks and bonds, and contended. that the 
Secretary of the Navy had no anthority for making 
such investments, Hie contended that the invest- 
meni of money in State stecks by the Govern- 
ment, was in fact assuming the State debis, 

Mr. F. THOMAS declining to reply, owing to 
the necessity of a speedy passage of the bill, 

The committee thea rose and reported the bill to 
the House, without amendment. 

Mr. REED made some brief remarks in defence 
of the Secretary of tne Navy, who, in his opinion, 
was fien blamed when the fault lay in the law. 
He had risen, however, more particularly to reqnest 
that the House would cie jong afford him an op- 
.. portunity of speaking upon the affairs uf the navy— 
. & privilege be had ofien wisked during the last Ses- 
¿ sion, but never had, 

Afier some remarks from Mr. WISE, who took 
the same general view of ihe case ag Mr. ADams, 
and, among other matters, complained of the delay 
in bringing this subject before the House, 

Mr. THOMAS (chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs) said that he had designed to suffer 
this bill to pass without any comment on bis part, 

for be bad not felt himself celled upon to reply to 
the remarks of. the honorable gentleman irom 
y Massachuscits-on the general policy of the Admi- 
Ristration, ‘particularly as he, as. well as the hono- 
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‘rable gentleman from Virgiaia who bad just res" 
sumed his seat, bad commenced their speeches by 


declaring that i was their purpose to vote for the 
bit.. He was anxious to have it pass the House 
this day and go to the Senate, that the little rem- 
nantof this fund might be saved, and the demands 
of the Government to pay the existing pensions 
might be met in time; (for which parpose one 
hundred and fifty thousand do!lars would be want- 
ing on the first.of January next.) But he could 
not sit still and hear such extraordinary charges 
advanced «gainst the Secretary of the Navy with- 
out making some reply. If there ever was an offi- 
cer of Government whose conduct was not only 
unworthy of blame, but deserved the highest praise 
for his fidelity, the Sceretary was that officer. No 
sooner did he find himself in office, than his atten- 
tion was immediately turned to this pension law 
of 1837; and at the very next session he failed not 
to warn Congress that if the law was suffered to 
remain as it stood, the navy pension fund would 
shortly be absorbed in its application to an object 
for which that fund had never been originally 
created. In the Senate, this warning took effect, 
and the law was repealed; but the bill of repeal 
was lost in the House; why, Mr. T. could not say. 
They all knew how time was often wasted in that 
body by inelevant and latitudinous dizcus:ion. 
He did not find tault with this, because he believed 
that, upon the whole, the countcy was benefited by 
it. The Committee on Naval Affairs had reported 
a bill to put a stop to this waste and misapplica- 
tion of the fund, but it never had been acted upon. 
Thus much on the delay which had taken place. 

Now as to the actual opcration of the law of 
1837. 
fund had not been exhausted through the legitimate 
interpreiation of that Jaw. The genticman from- 
Virginia had fallen into most strange mistakes, in 
bis apprehension of the subject, to confute whieh 
it would be only necessary to look atthe law. [Mr. 
T. here quoted the act of 1837.] From this it ap- 
peated that there were two classes of pensioners 
contemplated: 1, the widows and children of offi- 
cers, seamen, or marines, who had died in the pub- 
lic service; and 2, persons who had been personally 
sisabled by weunds or injeries received in such 
service. Ta both cases the law was not prospective 
mereiy, bni retrospective also. It nut only granted 
pensions in fuluro, but required that the pension 
sh wld be reckoned back to the death cf the ofcer, 
seaman, or marine, and to the date of the disability 
incurred, In this manner there had been paid in a 
single vear, to 92 invalids, the sum of $78 0090, to 
&5 widows the sum of $121,000, and to 129 chil- 
dren $129,000. 

Here was a gross sum of 4329 600 paid as ar- 
rears, besides the annual pensions which were to be 
provided for, 

Mr. WISE here explained, and insisted that, 


even according to Mr. T’s own showing, there | 


ought to. be a large balance stil! left in the hands of 
the Department. 

Mr. THOMAS said he had only stated the 
result cf the operation of the law gr a period of 
six months from the 31 of March to the 30th of 
Scplember, 1837. The law had continued in force 
to this day. 

Mr. WISE again interposed, and referr.d toa 
report which stated the gro-s amount of arrears at 
about $300,000; and inguired how much it had 
been since increased? 

Mr. THOMAS said he held in his hand another 
account from the Navy Department, giving the 
particulars of another amount paid in the form of 
arrearages, exceediag $800 000. If gentlemen 
would lock fully into the subject, instead of laking 
partial views, they woald find that every dclar of 
the fand was accounted for. ; . 

Mr. WISE Aecording to that; there ought to 
be no balance atall left, bat tke Secretary reporis 
a balance. ` 

Mr. THOMAS said there was about $i58 000 
left still, on the first of December Jast, Bat whence 
Gid this law which had led to sech arernlt ema- 
nak? . Who authorized this application of the pen- 
sion fund? It was not the Seereiary of the Navy 


or the Commissioner of Pensions, but the two 


Houses of Congress. Who were the authors of the 


He wished the House to ses whether the | 


j he thought best. 


tili? It had been reported to the Senate by the 
honorable Mr. Resinsow of Illinois, and sent to the 
Committee on Naval-Affairs, of which Mr. Sova. 
ARD was a member, and he had reported the bill to 


-the Senate, by whom ithad been passed without a 


division. . The Senate bill, coming into the House, 
had been referred to the Commitee on Naval Af- 
fairs in the House. Mr. T. read the names of 
this committee, among which that of Mr. Wiss 
was one. The bill had been ordered to. its third 
reading without a division, and passed by the 
House without amendment. ë 

Mr. WISE explaincd, stating that, though his 
name appeared on the Naval Committee, he was 
not responsible for the bill. He was at that time 
bat nominally one of the commiitee—his attention 
was directed elsewhere—he had other fish to fry— 
and could no longer attend to the business of that 
committee, (of which he had previously been an 
active memher,) being appointed on another oc- 
casion whieh occupied his time and thoughts. 

Mr. THOMAS had not the least suspicion as to 
that gentleman’s course in relation to the bill. The 
responsibility rested on the whole House: Con- 
gress passed the law, and ordered the Secretary to 
administer it. That cfficer had warned them how 
it would operate and was operating. And was he 
then to be arraigned for carrying out an act which 
was the law of the land? j 
` Mr. REED (also a member of the Naval Com- 
mittee) kere made some explanation which was to- 
tally inaudible to the Reporter. 

Mr. THOMAS, then resuming, observed that he 
concurred fully with such part of the remarks of 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Abams) as related to the policy of leaving in the 
hands of Heads of Departments the discretionary 
power of buying and selling on public account 
stocks of any description. He had raised his fee- 
ble voice against such a practice many years ago. 
But while the authority remained, he trusted that 
parties accused, as the Secretary of the Navy had 
been, would be tied by the law as itstood. That, 


| if ke had for his acts the express authority of law, 


he would be acquitted. And if such authority 
were in iisslf wrong, Congress would withdraw it, 


_ bet not unjustly charge the fault of the law on the 


officer who execuied i!, Now, as the navy pension 
fund originated from prize-money taken ‘in time of 
war, and as the United States had had neither war 
nor prizes for some years, he inferred that, as the 
Secretary would violate his duty should he let the 
fund lie idle ia his hands, the investment of it in 
s.ock had been made some filtcen years ago. 

Mr. ADAMS here interposed to say that those 
investments had all takea place since 1837, and 
never before. 

Mr. THOMAS, resuming, said that he referred 
to the capital of the fund. It was the in‘erest 
Which had been invested; and in thus vesting it, the 
Secretary had but followed the course of his pre- 
decessors. The law itself provided that the Secre- 
tary might vest the interest of the fund in any way 
[Mr. T. here quoted the law.] 
The present Secretary could, however, have had 
but a smail sum to invest in any way. Whether 
the investment had been prudently made or not, 
Mr. 'T. would not now express an opinion; he ra- 
ther supposed, however, that it would Fe admi'ted 
to te betier to place the money in State stocks, ras 
ther than in those of any private corporation. The 
fault, if any, was in Congress, in not Jaying down 
a rule specifying in what stock the interest of this 
fund should be invested. As to the sale of the 
stocks which had been purchased, it was an opera- 
tion indispensable to meet the engagements of the 
Government. Mr. T. observed, in conclusion, that 
he had not attempted to go into a reply to the speech 
of the honorable gentleman frem Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Apams,] nor did he feel bound to do so. -He 
was notin the same situation with that gentleman, 
haviag a speech prepared for delivery at a former 
session, 


Mr. MONROE said the Congress cf 1837 had 
disposed of a fund over which they had no controls 
and it was the duty of the representatives to replace 
the fund, repeal the act of 1837, acknowledge the 
debt, and pay the interest; and that interest would 
pay the pensioners annually. 
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Mr. ANDERSON of Maine followed; but owing 
to the customary loud conversation near the Re- 
porters? desk,. not one word ina dozen could be 
heard with distinctness. 

Mr. SHEPARD moved to amend the bill, by 

adding the following, to come in as an additional 
section: i 

Sec. 2. Aad be it further enacted, That the act of 
March 3, 1837, entitled, An act for the more equi- 
table administration of the navy pension fund, be 
repealed. ` f 

Mr. REED objected to the amendment. He 
thought its adoption at this time would be too pre- 
cipitate. 
tion before the law should be repealed. 

After some brief remarks from Mr. TILLING- 
HAST, l 

Mr. PECK demanded ihe previous question, 
which was seconded by the House. 


The main question was then ordered, and, being 


put, first on the amendment, resulted as follows: 

© YEAS—Messrs, Anderson, Atherton, Banks, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwel', Boyd, Brewster, Burke, 
Sampson H. Butler, Wiliam O. Butler, Wm. 
B. Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, 
Connor; William R. Gooper, Crabb, Dana, John 
W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Doig, 
Duncan, Ear), Eastman, Ely? Everett, Fine, Fisher, 
Floyd, Galbraith, Garland, Gerry, Giddings, Grif- 
fin, Hand, Hawes, Hill of North Carolina, Hub- 
bard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Leadbetter, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Montanya, Parris, Pickens, Pope, 
Prentiss, Reynolds, Jas. Rogers, Ryall, Shaw, Albert 
Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, F. Tho- 
mas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thouipson, Turney, 
Underwood, Vroom, Watterson, Henry Williams, 
Lewis Williams, and Christopher H. Williams 
—8L. 

NAYS—Messsrs.. Adams, Judson Allen, Bar- 
nard, Beatty, Boardman, Calhoun, Carter, Chit- 
` tenden, Clark, Cranston, Edward Davies, John 
“Davis, Dellet, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, Gates, 
Goggin, Goode, Granger, Graves, Green, Haber- 
_ sham, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hillen, Hook, 
James, Kempshall, Kille, Lane, Leet, Lincoln, 
McCarty, McCulloch, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Naylor, Newhard, Os- 

borne, Palen, Paynter, Peck, Randall, Rariden, 

- Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Traman Smith, Tho- 
mas Smith, Stanly, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, Tillixghast, Toland, ‘Triplett, Trumbull, Peter 
J. Wagner, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, and Wise—70. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurring on ordering the bill, 
as amended, to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was put, and decided in the affirmative. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. WATTERSON, 
£ The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
TUESDAY, December 29, 1840. 

DEATH OF HON. FELIX GRUNDY. 
Immediately after the reading of the journal, 
Mr. ANDERSON rose and addressed the Senate 

as follows: 

Me. Presipent: By the last mail, I received 
from Nashville the sad intelligence of the death of 
my esteemed friend and distinguished colleague, 
and I rise to announce the event to the Senate. 
He died at Nashville on the 19ih instant. I 
have no words adequate to express my deep regret 
for this great public loss. I will not indulge, upon 
this oceasion, in mere expressions of privaie grief, 
though I might find pardon and sympathy in the 
bosoms of many of his personal and endeared 
friends who surround me. They will feel 
with me that they have lost a friend who 
“merited their esteem, and in whose ‘social 


He wished a full and careful examina- | 


| 63 


qualities the kindness of the heart was ever, 


conspicuous, aad never, for a moment, extin- 
guished by party contests: But, sir, in bringing 
this melancholy event to the notice of the Senate, I 
am reminded not only of the claims of private 
friendship—of the loss which I feel that I have 
suffered in his death—but: that I am about to ask 
the action of this body in reference to a man who 
was one of the Patriots and State:men of this 
land—a man of whom it may be said, traly, that 
he was the artificer of hisown fortunes, and wore 
those honors meekly, which his fidelity and talents 
had wonin many a well contested field of mental 
action. 

His loss is a public misfortune; and it will sink 
deep and lastingly into the bosoms of his country- 
men. 

He was born in 1777, in the county of Berkley, in 
the Old Dominion, that mother of patriots and 
great statesmen. His father emigrated in 1780 to 
Kentucky. At an early period he was left an or- 
phan, guided and cherished by a mother on whom 
misfortune had castits deepest shadows. He was 
liberally educated at the Academy of Bardstown, 
Kentucky, then under the superintendence of Dr. 
PrirstLy, and passed his scholastic days in hono- 
rable rivalry with such men as Rowan, Pops, and 
Davis. } 

He studied law with that eminent civilian and 
ardent patriot, Gorey Nicnonas. In selecting the 
legal profession, he consulted his natural taste and 
cast of mind; and when he came to the bar, he 
soon acquired the confidence and patronage of the 
public. In 1799, when a convention was called in 
Kentucky to revise the Constitution, he was chosen 
as a member of that body from the county of 
Washington; and was afterwards elected to the 
Legislature of that State, and was the author of 
what is denominated the cireuit court system, by 
which justice was brought nearer to the hands and 
the doors of the people. 

He was subsequently elected to the Legislature of 
Kentucky. He continued in that station from 
1802 until 1806, when he was made one of the 
Supreme Judges of the State, and, at the transfer of 
Judge Topp to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, he was made Chief Justice. In 1808 he 
resigned that office, emisrated to Tennessee, and 
engaged in the practice of the law. The samesuc- 


„cess followed his efforts there. The populsr confi- 


dence was early bestowed upon him, and when our 
difficulties with Great Britain excited the appre- 
kension that they could not be amicably ad- 
justed, his patriotism, his zeal, his wisdom, and his 
talent, pointed him out as the man peculiarly quali- 
fied with whom to entrust such bigh interests—and 
I believe he was elected without opposition from 
the Nashville district, a member of the Con- 
gress of 1811 and 1812. He was placed dur- 
ing that memorable period, by the distinguished Se- 
nator {rom Kentucky, then Speaker of the House, 
upon the Committee of Foreign Relations, which was 
composed of some of the ablest men ofthe nation. It 
was with such men that he was rated, and it was 
then that he first beeame known tothe whole coun- 
try, and equally distinguished for his wisdom in coun- 
cil, his untiring zeal, and his powerful and inspiring 
eloquence. It was the meridian of bis life, and the 
fire of his youth had not subsided; that gentler, per- 
haps not less lofty strain of eloquence to which 
we have listened herein his latter days, marked 
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then his efforts, but they bad also an added strength, 
and energy, and point, that gave toall he said the 
highest feree. ` PO 

After his retirement from his position there, he was 
elected to the Legislature of Tentiessee,; and con- 
tinued to act a valuable and distinguished part ‘in 
the councils of his adopted State. . In 1829, 
he was elected a member of this body. da 
this station he continued until 1837, when he’ re- 
signed his seat—and was afterwards called 
to the cabinet by the present President, and was 
again returned to the Senate at the commencement 
of this Congress. 

Of his action here I need not speak. Of one 
thing, I think I am certain—he has left no enemy 
in this body, and many warm, very warm and de- 
voted friends, who will long cherish his memory. 
That gentle but mighty spirit, that could move so 
powerfully upon others, has itself been finally acted 
upon by the Giver of all good; and we are per 
mitted to cherish the belief that it now rests in the 
bosom of our Heavenly Father. He was aware 
of the immediate change that was about to trans- 
late him from time to eternity. He contemplated 
it with calmness and Christian resignation, in the 
humble hope that he would be numbered among 
the spirits of the redeemed made perfect. Religion 
had smoothed his path, and made his dying bed 
soft and gentle to his heart as the downy pillow. 

We shall hear his voice no more, but we will 
cherish his inemory—for his was a spirit ever 
kind, noble, and bland as asummer’s morning, 
His eluguence charmed and delighted; eften con- 
founded, but never repelled the admiration of his 
adversary. His friends—his State—his: whole 
country, will deplore his death asa pubtic eala- 
mity. History will attest that his life has been 
closed through a long path of toil, of patriotism, of 
honor, and of fame. : . 

Mr. A. then offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the members of the Senate, from 
a sincere desire of showing cvery mark of respect 
due to the memory of the honorable Frirx Gronpy, 
late a member thereof, will go into mourning, by 
wearing crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That as an additional mark of respect 
fer the memory of the bonorable Frtix GRUNDY, 
the Senate do now adjourn. : 

Mr. BENTON rose and said, that among the 
number of Senators now preseut, to whom a long 
and friendly intercourse with our deceased brother 
Senator would give the right of seconding the mo- 
t-on to confer honors upon his memory, he claimed 
to be one, and that on acccunt of a friendly inter- 
course between them long before their meeting in 
this chamber. Judge Gnrunpy, after having at- 
tained the highest professional advancement in the 
State of his tirst adeption—after having at an early 
age become Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Kentucky—after having earned the highest distinc- 
tions of the bar and of the Legislative body, amidst 
the brilliant competition of genius and talent which 
illustrated that young Siaic—after achieving all this, 
at thatearly age, when many are just commencing 
the serious business of life, he removed to the State 
of Tennessee, there to recommence his distinguished 
professional career. This was in the year 1806. 
My law licease, said:Mr. B. was just then signed. 
I was then. a briefless young lawyer at the Nash- 
ville bar, and quickly had occasion to experience, 
in the conduct of the distinguished new comer; the 
generous rand brotherly feeling which leads the 
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‘elder members of the profession to lend a helping } 
hand to the younger. To bear lightly on the errors 
of inexpericnce—to aid with advice—to extol what 

Was praiseworthy—to encourage every honorable’ 

. ¢ffort—was his conduct to me as well as to all 
other beginners in the arduous career of the law. 

: Thus commenced: our acquaintance, in the exer- 

-cise of personal and. political friendship, thirty: 
four .years ago; and the friendly intercourse then 
; began, has been continued upon a higher and dif- 
ferent theatre until death has closed the door upon 
the progress of his meritorous and eventfal iif. 

These circumstances give me a right, among 
the many “who. are here and could so jasily 
claim it—they give me a right to appear 
as the second to the motion which has just 
been made. The Senator from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Anperson,] the last colleague of the de- 
ceased, has well portrayed the character of Judge 
Grunpy—bas well presented the leading events of 
his distinguished life, the high order of his talents, 
the benevolence of his heart, and the amenity of 

“his manners. He has sketched the outline, with a 
friendly and a just hand, ef these events and quali- 
ties. To fill up that outline, and to give the details 
of that pic'ure which he has so beautifully pre- 
sented, would reqnire a time and an opportunity 

_ which the present sudden and melancholy ceca- 
sion does not pre.ent. He has done all which the 
. occasion permits. He has presented the picture 
ofa good man, and of a great man, rising to emi- 
nence by the exercise of virtue and talents, and 
dispensing private happiness in the family and 
social circle, while discharging the highest duties 
of. the jurist, the statesman, and the pa- 
triot. He bas done more: he has be'n able 
to present—the life of our deceased friend en- 
‘abled him to present it—he has been able to 
crown the picture which he has drawn, with tha 
feature without which all human character 
would be imperfect; he has been able to pre- 

sent hit as a Christian. To this, said Mr. B. I 
can have nothing mere, on this occasion, to add; 
and, therefore, fulfil my purpose in rising, by se- 
conding the motion which has been made to bestow 
our last honors on the memory of our deceased 
brother Scnater, Jedge Gaunny. 


The resolutions were then unanimously 
and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Ture pay, Dec. 29, 1840. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved a reconsideration of the 
vo'e by which, on yesterday, the H: use had passed 
the bill making appropriation for the payment of 
; NAVY PENSIONS, 
and which contained an amendment repealing the 
act of 1837. : 

Mr. REED, after some “preliminary remarks, 
moved a postponement of the subject until Tuesday 
next, in order that the bili might be printed, and an 
opportunity afforded to members to examine it. 

Mr. F. THOMAS hoped that the motion to post- 
pone would not be pressed, as the money appro- 
priated in the bill would become due on the first of 
January. 

Mr. ADAMS contended that the amendment re- 
pealing the act of 1837 was an inconsistency; for 
while the Dill itself appropriated money to pry 
pensions under that act, the amendment took away 
the authority for paying them. 

Mr. REED, at the suggestion of several mem- 
bers, withdrew the motion to postpone. 

Mre TILLINGHAST made some brief remarks 
in relation to certain specific abuses which he ale 
` leged existed in the navy pension sysiem. 


adopted, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. PICKENS said he had but a. word to say. 
He thought, on yesterday, that he agreed with the 
gentleman from Massachusetts in respect to this 


| Jaw, and thought that be was following his friend 


from New York, [Mr. Mowroe,} who so eloquent- 
ly spoke of the trust fund being seized upon, which 
was set aside for specific purposes. He thought 
he was following these gentlemen for the repeal of 
the law; for it seemed unjust, and-as he conceived, 
ought to be repealed. Now that act ¿s repealed, 
(said Mr. P.) we find gentlemen who denounced 
this law, speaking against its repeal. He could not 
understand this system of legislation. If there 
were specific cases of injustice, as stated by the 
gentleman from Rhode Island, (Mr. TiLLINGHAST,] 
let the chairman of the Committeeon Naval Af 
fairs bring in a bill to obviate them, and he 
would cheerfully vote for it. He believed that, to 
preserve the navy, we must preserve its honor. 

The law, as stated by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts and the gentleman from New York, was 
unjust, and Mr. P, was for its repeal. It was by 
passing such laws that we struck at the honor of 
the navy, and the House did right in purging the 
Statute book of the unjust law. 

In case the House should refuse to reconsider the 
vote, he hoped the chairman of the Naval Com- 
mittee would bring in a bill which would cover the 
whole matter, and do justice to widows and orphans. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL, after a review of the 
origin of the navy pension laws, contended that 
the law of 1837 ovght not to be repealed without 
proper notice being given to the persons receiving 
pensions under it. If the House thought proper to 
adopt a measure of this kind, he thought at least 
six month» notice ought to be,given, as otherwise it 
would canse great inconvenience. 

Mr. SHEPARD then took the floor, and was 
proceeding to vindicate his amendment, when 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
their Secretary, who presented a series of resolu- 
tions adopted by that body, announcing the decease 
of the Hon. FeLix Grunpy, a Senator from Ten- 
nessee, and paying a tribute of respect tohis me- 
mory. 

The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. A. V. BROWN of Tennessee rose, and in 
avery impressive manner pronounced the follow- 
ing eulogium: 


Mr. Speaker: The painfal annunciation which 
we have just heard, makes it proper that I should 
submit to the House the resolutions which I now 
send to your table. 


It is true that the deceased, at the time of his 
death, was nota member of this House: but he 
was once a member of it; and the deep and inde. 
lible impress of his talents and patriotism, whilst 
he was here, the lapse of nearly thirty years has 
not been able to efface. What record in our ar- 
chives does not tell of his great and invaluable ser- 
vices, in 1812, °13, and 14, when we declared and 
prosecuted with success “the second war of inde- 
pendence,” against the proudest and strong- 
est nation in the world? The bold and 
thrilling eloquence with which he urged this 
body to declare that war, and the readi- 
ness with which he voted for all the supplies, both 
of men and money, necessary to its prosecution, 
identificd Mr. Gruxpy with the most illustrious 
patriots of that eventful period. 

Were these his only services, a Nation’s grati- 
tude might still challenge at our hands, as well as 
from the body of which he wasa member, some 
tribute of respect te the memory of one who was, 
at that period, so wise in council and so eminent in 
debate. ; . 

His public career commenced more than forty 
years ago, in the convention for revising the Con- 
stitution of Kentucky.. He was then but twenty- 
one or two years of age; but exhibited, during the 


a 


at eek renner Se 


deliberations of that body, unerring evidence of 
his future usefulness and eminence, 
- He was afterwards, for six years, adis'inguished 
and useful member of the Legislature of that State; 
losing nothing, by comparison, with any of those 
eminent Jawyers and statesmen of which Kentucky 
has always. been.so prolific. y ard 
Tn 1806, he was olected one of the judges of 


"the Supreme Court of that State, and was soon af- 


ter appointed its Chief Justice, and discharged its 
duties with industry, impartiality, and distinguished 
ability, é 

In the winter of 18078, he removed to Ten- 
nessee, and for several years devoted himself ex- 
clusively to the practice of his profession, in which 
he had but few equals, and certainly no superiors. 
To say this of any one who came in forensic col- 
lision with such men as Jonn Dickrnson, Judge 
Haywoop, Jenxin Wuiresipe, Judge OVERTON, 
and in later years with Judge Crass and Winuam 
L. Brows, is no ordinary praise. In criminal ju- 
risprudence, even these claimed no competitorship 
with him; but he stood out in advance of all others, 
unrivalled as an able, eloquent, and successful ad- 
vocate. i 

He served in the Legislature of Tennessee, be- 
ginning in 1819, about the same length of time he 
had done in that of Kentucky——placing on her 
Statute book some of her most valuable laws, and 
giving to her legislation, by his preceptsand exam- 
ple, much of that moral tone and liberality of prin- 
ciple which now distinguishes it. 

In 1829, Mr. Gaunpy was elected to the United 
States Senate, and commenced his labors in that 
body with the administration of General Jackson. 
What his services to the country have been since 
then, either asa Senator or Attorney General, is 
too fresh in the recollection of all to need to be re- 
peated on the present occasion. But the “future 
history of this country (when that history can be 
written unbiasred by the party prejudices of the 
day) cannot fail to award to Mr. Grunpr the 
highest meed of praise, of having been a safe and 
discreet Counsellor, an eloquent and efficient Sena- 
tor, and an undoubted Patriot. 

The loss of such a man, at any time, must be 
felt by the nation. At such a moment as the pre- 
sent, when America stands in need of all the talents 
and all the patriotism of a'l her most gifted sons 
his loss must be deeply felt, and deeply mourned? 
To bis own State, that he so dearly loved, which 
had honored him so often, and whose recent confi» 
dence in him I know he was anxious to repay by 
the most devoted zeal anå fideliily--to Tennessee, 
his loss must be almost irreparable. Bat, O God ! 
what must it be to his bereaved family! Toher, who 
has been the wife of his bosom from youth to old 
age—from the days of his poverty to those of 
wealth and of fame !—to her, whom we (looking to- 
ward Mr. Turney) so lately saw watching by his 
side, with such conjugal affection, and such Chris- 
tian hope !—what to her must be his loss! What 
to his children! But I forbear: I have no right to 
conduct you into “this house of mourning,” whose 
agonized inmates must look to no earthly source 
for consolation in this sad hour of their bereave. 
ment and sorrow. ; = 

Mr. BROWN thea sent to the Chair the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved, unanimously, That as a testimony of 


respect for the memory of the Hon. Fenix Gronpy, 
late a member of the Senate of the United States, 
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this House will go into mourning, and wear crape 
for thirty days. 

Resolved, Thatas a further mark of respect for 
the memory of the deceased, this House do now 
adjourn. 

The resolutions were adopted; and 

The House adjourned. 


Nore.—From the notice of the remarks of Mr. 
Tituinauast, in relation to the navy pensions on 
Friday, it may be inferred that he was opposed to 
the existing Jaw of 1837, and for its repeal. Such 
was not his inteniion. On the contrary, he op- 
posed the repeal, and spoke against entertaining 
the section for its repeal as an amendment to the 
appropriation bill under consideration; considering 
it both irregular and unjust. He said if there were 
any specific abuse, as some gentlemen alleged, that 
could be traced to that law, rather than to otber 
and specific legislation or to misconstruction, still 
this furnished no ground for a repeal of the whole 
law in this summary mode, providing no substitute, 
whereby the bread would instantly, without notice 
or preparation, be taken from the mouth of the des. 
titute widow and the orphan child of the gallant 
men whose fund we had taken as trustees, and 
were bound to administer for the purposes so dear 
to their hearts. He referred to specific instances of 
hardship and cruelty, as well as as gross injustice 
and impolicy, which the repeal would produce, and 
it was to these that Mr. Pickens alluded in his re- 
ply. He contended for a reconsideration of the 
vote by whic the. House had repealed the act of 
1837; having personally requested one or tro 
friends, who ‘had voted in the mejorily to move a 
reconsideration; and in the beginning and end of 
his remarks, maintained that the act of 1837 was 
a portion of a system honorable to the country, 
and due tothe navy, and ought not to be repealed; 
but if the imperfections or abuses existed, they 
should be considered ia the shapa of a separate bill 
for their correction, which I was led! to believe the 
Committee on Naval Affairs wou'd ere long re- 
port. 


IN SENATE, 
Wenbnespay, December 36, 1840. 

The PRESIDENT srbmitted a communication 
from the Department of Siate, in answer toa reso- 
lution of the Senate of 231 inst. directing the 
Secretary of Ssate to communicate to the Senate 
the returns of the census of this y re- 
ceived into his office, giving only the i 
the population in each Siate or T y £ 
nating the number oi whites, of free persons of co~ 
lor,and all other persons, in three separate columns, 
and stating how far the returns are incomplete in 
any State or Territory; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment in answer to a resolution of the Senate of 
the 21st inst. requesting the Secretary of the Tiea- 
sury to scnd tọ the Senate all the decumenis and 
papers relating to the reports of the ciferent boards 
of commissioners actiug under act for the 
final adjustment of claims tolinds in the State of 
Louisiana, approved Febraary 6, 1835; whieh v 
refefred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of John- 
son K. Rogers; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 


tion of the heirs of Silas Deane; which was 
to the Committee on Revointinnary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH, the petition and 
papers of Warbam Kingsley, now on file, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of James 
Williams; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. Ne 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, the petition-and pa- 


ders of Hannah Smith, now on file, were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of John 

andis, praying that Congress may purchase cer- 
tain pictures; which was referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of a 
large number of citizens of Onondaga county, N. 
Y. praying for the passage cf a general bankrupt 
jaw; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the petition of 
John Polbemus, now on file, was referred to the 
Commiiter on Claims. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 
Fost Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
the bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh and Co. 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Com nittee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of the corporate authorities of the city cf Mobile, 
reported the same without amendment. 

Aftersome remarks by Mr. B. and on his mo- 
tion, the bill, by unanimous consent, was considered 
asin eommittee of the whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. B. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bil! making compensation to the State 
of Maine for the services of her militia, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. B. from the same committee, to which 
was referred ihe bill for the relief ef certain com- 
panies of Michigan militia, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committes on Private 
Land Claims, te which was referred the petition of 
the beilrsof Madam De Lasser, reported a bill for 
their relief; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, reported 
the bill for the relief of Miguel Eslava without 
amendment. 

Mr. L. also, from the same commities, to which 
was referred the petition of the legal representa- 
tives of Pierre Bonhomme, reported a bill for their 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mre PHELPS, from the Committee on Indian 
Pairs, to which was referred the peiilion of John 
Maxwell, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PHIELPS, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill for the relief of Gurdon S. Hab- 
bard, Robert A. Kinsey, and others; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Oa motion by Mr. PIERCE, the bill for the 
equalization of the pay of the army was taken up, 
and Mr. P. from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
having submitted an amendment thercio, the bill, 
as amended, was ordered to be printed. 

Rr. ROBINSON, from the Cow mittee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
a memorial from citizens of Missovri, praying for 
a change in ine mode of carrying the mail ona esr- 
taia ronte, asked to be discharged from its further 
considerat-cn; which was agreed to, 

Bir. R. from ‘he same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief ef Francis A. Harrison; whieh was 


read, and ordered to a second reeding. 
Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which were referred certain resolutions of the 


x 
islature of Alabama, reported a bill horizing 
the settlenient and payment of certain ¢ 
the State of Alabama; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, also, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bii for the relief of Joseph Pax- 
ton; which was read, and ordered io a second 
reading. 

Mr. H, also, from the same committse, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
memnorists of John Pritchett and Thomas C. Hur- 
dick, which was agreed ta. i 

Mr. BENTON gave nolice ihat, on some conye- 


ims of 
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nient day, where there was a general attendance of 
Senators, he would ask leave to introduce a bill to: 
abolish the salt tax, and repeal the fishing bounties. 

Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill-for the 
relief of Samuel Norris and Frederick Saugrain, 
of Arkansas; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Publie Lands. 3 

UNIFORM BANBRUPT LAW. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to which was referred various me: 
morialson the subject, reported. a bill for the-e3- 
tablishiment of a uniform system of bankruptey 
throughout the United States; which was read, and 
order to a second reading. š 

Mr. C, said this bill was similar in substance 
with the bill which passed the Senate at the last 
session. As prompt action on the bill was desira- 
bie, he wished to make such disposition of itas 
would enable the Senate to dispose of it at its ear- 
liest convenience. The bill was then, on motion 
by Mr. C. made the order of the day for the 7th of 
January. ; 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Pab- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill to cede 
tke public lands within the limits of the new States: 
on certain conditions therein named, reported the 
same without amendment. 

Mr. NICHOLAS gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a Dill to authorize 
experiments to be made on the application of steam 
to harbor defence, 

Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask Jeave to introduce a bill for the relief of Enoch 
Evans: - 

Mr. WALKER, in pursuaace of previous notice 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 'to ra= 
linquish to the State of Mississippi the two per 
cent.;whieh accrued wpon her admission into the 
Union; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. W. from the Committee on Public Lands, 
to whieh was referred 

A biil for creating a new land district in the 
Siate of Missouri, and for changing ths bounda- 
ries of the Southwest and Western land district in 
gaid State; 

A bill to authorize the Legislature of Louisiana 
to sell the lands heretofore appropriated for the use 
of schools wiihin that State; 

A bill to authorize the Legislature of Tennessee 
to sell the lands heretofore appropriated for the use 
of schools within that State; E 

A bill to confirm the survey and location of 
claims for lands in the State of Mississippi, east of 
Pearl river and south of the 3ist degree of north 
atitude; 
reported the same without amendment. 


Mr, TALLMADGE submitied the following re- 
solntion For consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury res 
port io the Senate a list of the drafts drawn by the 
Veeasury Department, or by its order, that-~be 
tween the 28h day of February, 1339, and the 41h 
day of July last, aud also since the 4ih day of July 
last—have teen protested for non-pay mat, or that 
naye been presented for payment, and remain wp 
paid; exhibiting, in a tabular form, the date of sue’ 
draft; the names cf the payees; the names and of- 
fice of the dawee; the place where payable; the 
time when payable; the: amount; the ins when 
presented; and the time when protested” 

CHARTER OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, 

Mr. MERRICK submitted a motion directing 
the Secretary of the Senale-to-cause the Lill to 
amend and continue in forte the acts to ineorpe~ 
rate the inhabitants of the’ city of Washington, 
which was some days-since referred to the Commit- 
tee on ths Pistrict of Columbia to be published in 
the daily newspapers of the city. His object in 
making the motion was to give the citizens who 
were so mùch interested in the matter an opportu. 
nity of examining ihe bill, and enable them to sige 
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“gest such amendments to the committee as they 

“ might deem useful or expedient. 

After some remarks from Mr. KING, Mr. 
MERRICK modified his motion, so as to hava the 
bill printed for the use of the Senate. 

The bill is in the following words: 

A BILL to amend and continue in force the act to 
incorporate the inhabitants of the city of Wash- 
ington. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the inhabitants of the city of Wash- 
ington shall continue to be a body politic and cor- 
porate, by the name of “the Mayor, Board of Alder- 
man, and Board of Common Council of the city 
of Washington,” to be elected by ballot as herein- 
after directed; aud by their corporate name, may 
sue and be used, implead and be impleaded, grant, 
receive, and do all other acts, as natura! persons, 
and may purchase and hold real, personal, and 
mixed property, or dispose of the same for the be- 
nefit of the city; and may have and use a cily seal, 
and break and alter the same at pleasure. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pre- 
sent boards of aldermen and common council skall, 
before the last Monday in May next, divide the 
city into a number of wards not fewer than six, 
and not exceeding ten, in such manner, and with 
sach manner, and with such bounds and limits, as 
to secure to each, as near es may be, an equal num- 
ber of the inhabitants of said city. 

Sec. 3. And de it further enacted, Bhat an elce- 
tion shall be held on the first Monday in June next 
for mayor of the said city, to serve for two years 
from the Monday next ensuing his election; and 
that a similar election for said officer shall be held 
on the first Monday in June in every second year 
thereafter, at the same time and places designated 
for holding the elections for the two boards, to serve 
for the same period, and until a suecessor shall be 
chosen. The commissioners hereinafter mention- 
ed, shail make ont duplicate certificates of the 
election of mayor, and shall retain one to the 
board of aldermen, and the other to the board of 
common council, on the Monday next ensuing the 
election, and the person having the greatest num- 
ber of votes shall be mayor. Batin case two or 
more persons, highest in vole, shall have an equal 
number of votes, then it shall be lawful for the 
board of aldermen and the board of common 
council to proceed forthwith, by ballot, in joint 
meting, to determine the choice between such per- 
sons, and to elect one of the same to be mayor. 
‘The mayor shall, on the Monday next ensuing his 
election, before he enters on the duties of his cffice, 
in the presence of the boards of aldermen and com- 
mon council, take an cath or affirmation, to be ad- 
ministered by a justice of the peace, “Iawfaily te 
execute the dutics of his office, to the best of his 
skill and judgment, without favor or partia- 
lity.” He shall, ex officio, have and exer- 
cise all the powers, authority, and järisdic- 
tion of a justice of the peace for the 
county of Washington, within the said county, 
He shall nominate, and, with the consent of the 
board of aldermen, appoint to all offices under the 
corporation, except commissioners of election, and 
may remove any such officer from office at his will 
and pleasure. Hie shall appoint persons to fill up 
all vacancies which may occur during the recess of 
the board of aldermen, to hold such appoistments 
tothe end of the then ensuing session. Fle may 
convene the two boards when, in his opinion, the 
public goed may reqnire it; and he shall lay before 
them, from time io time, in writing, sach recern- 
mendations of measures or alterations in the laws 
of the corporation as he may deem necessary and 
proper. Eie U reesive for bis services, annu- 
ally, a just and nable compensation, to be al- 
lowed and fixed by the two boards, which shall 
neither be inezeased ner diminished de "Ing DIS eon- 
tnuance in office. Any persan, who is a free 
white male citizen of the Uniicd Stat , Who shall 
have attsined the age of twenty-five ye 3, and who 
shall have resided in the city twa years immediately 
preceding his election, shall be eligible to the office 


of mayor. Ja case of the refusal of any person to 
accept the office of mayor upon his election thereto, 
orof his ceath, resignation, inability, or removal 


from the city, the said boards shall assemble and 
elect another in his place, to serve for the remain- 
der of the term, or during such inability. 

See. 4.\And be it further enacted, That the board 
of aldermen shall be composed of a number of 
members equal to the number of wards into which 
the city may be divided, one of whom shall be 
elected by the qualified votersin each ward, to re- 
side therein at the time of his election, and to serve 
for two years from the Monday next ensuing his 
election. The first election for aldermen shall be 
held on the first Monday in June next, and on the 
same dey in the same month every second year 
thereafter. The board of commsn council shall 
consist of two members from each ward, to be cho- 
sen by the qualified voters in each, so reside therein 
at the time of their election, and to serve for one 
year from the Monday next ensuing their election. 
Tne first election for members ef the board of 
common council shall be held on the first Monday 
in June next, and on the same day in the same 
month every year thereafier. Any free white male 
citizen of the United States, who shall have attained 
the age of twenty-one years, and resided in the city 
one year immediately preceding his election, shail 
be eligible to the board of aldermen or the board of 
common council. A majority of each board shall 
be necessary to form a quorum to do business, but 
a less number may adjourn from day to day; they 
may compel the attendance of absent members, in 
such manner, and under such penalties, and allow 
such compensation for the attendance of the 


members, as trey may by law provide. Each 
board shall appoint its own president, who 
shall preside during its sessions, and who 
shalt he entitled to vote on ail questions; 


they shall settle their rules of proeeedings, appoint 
their own officers, regulate their respective comren- 
sations, and remove them at pleasure, and may, 
with the concurrence of three-fourths of the whole, 
expel any member for disorderly behavior or mal- 
conduct in office, but not a second time for the 
same offence. Each board shall keep a journal of 
its proceedings, and the yeas and nays shall be en- 
tered therein at the request of any member; and 
their deliberations shall be public. All ordinances 
or acis, passed by the two boards, shall be sent to 
the mayor for his approbation, and when approved 
by him, shall be obligatory as such; but, if the 
mayor sha!l not approve of any crdinance or ac, 
so sent to him, he shall return the same within five 
days, with his reasons therefor in writing; and, if 
two thir’s of both boards, on reconsideration there- 
of, agree te pass the same, it shall be ia force in 
like manner as if he bad approved it; but, if the 
two boards shall, by their adjournment, prevent its 
return, the same shall not be obligatory. Each 
board shall meet at the council chamber en the se- 
cond Monday in June next, at ten o'clock in the 
morning, for the despatch of business, and at the 
same hour on the second Monday in June in every 
year thereafter; and at such oiher times as the two 
boards may, by law, direct. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That there shall 
be elected in and for each ward, by the qualified 
voters resident therein, on the first Monlay in 
June next, and on the same day in the same month 
every fourth year thereafter, one justice of the 
peace, to serve for four years from the Monday 
next ensuing his election. Any free white male 
citizen of the United States, who shall have attain- 
ed the aga of twenty-five years, and resided in the 


; city one year immedia‘ely preceding his election, 
i shall be eligible to the office of jastice of the 


peace. 
Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That one con- 
stable in and for each ward shail be elected by the 
qualified voters resident therein, on the first Mon- 
day in June next, and on the same day in the same 
month every year thereafter, to serve for one year 
from the Monday ensuing bis election. Any free 
white male citizen of the United States, who shall 
have attained the age of twenty-one years, and re- 
sided in ihe city one year immediately preceding 
his election, shall be eligible to the office of ecn- 
stabie,. In case of the resignation, inability, death, 
or removal from the city, of any justice of the 
peace or constable, during the term for which he 
may be elected, the vacancy shall be filled by a 


new election in the ward in which such vacaney 
may occur, tobe held within ten days from the 
time of its oecurrence. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That every 
free white male citizen of the United States, who 
shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, 
and shall have resided in the city of Washington 
one year immediately preceding the election, shall 
be entitled to vote for mayor, members of the board 
of aldermen, and common council, justices of the 
peace, and constables, and for every other officer 
authorized to be chcsen at any popular election un- 
der this charter. The declaration of one credible 
witness, under cath or affirmation, as to the citizen- 
ship or residence required as aforesaid, shall, in any 
ease where objection is made to the reception of a 
vole, be deemed and taken to be sufficient proof 
to entitle any citizen to vote at elections, 

Sec. 8. And be itfuthir enacted, That all elections 
shall be held under the superintendence of three 
commissioners in each ward, to be appointed by the 
two boards, in joint meeting, at Jeast ten days pre- 
vious to the day of each election; and it shall be the 
duty of the commissioners, so appointed, to give at 
least five days’ previous notice of the place in each 
ward were such elections are to be held. The said 
commissioners shall, before they receive any bal- 
lot, severally take an oath or affirmation, to be ad- 
ministered by some justice of the peace for the 
county of Washington, “truly asd faithfully to re- 
ceive and return the votes of such persons as are 
by law entitled to vote for mayor, members of the 
board of aldermen and board of common council, 
justice of the peace and constables, in their respec- 
tive wards, according to the best of their judgment 
and understanding, and not knowingly to receive 
cr return the vote of any person who is not legally 
entitled to the same.” In a'l elections, under this 
act, the polls shall be opened at nine o’clock in the 
morning, and be closed at seven o’clock in the 
evening of the same day. Immediately on closing 
the polls, and before they separate, the said com- 
missioners for each ward, or a majority of them, 
shall count the ballots, and make out, under their 
hands and seals, a correct return of the persons hav- 
ing the greatest number of legal votes, respectively, 
together with the number of votes given to each per- 
son voted for; and the person having the greatest 
number of votes, respectively, shall be duly elected; 
and, in all cases of an equality of votes, the com- 
missioners shall decide the choice by lots. The 
said returns shall be delivered to the mayor on the 
day succeeding the election, who shall cause the 
result of the election to be pablished in some news- 
paper printed in the city of Washington. A du- 
plicate return shall, together with a list of the persons 
who voted at such election, also be made, on the 
day succeeding the election, to the register of the 
city, who shall preserve and record the same; and 
ehall, within two days thereafter, notify the several 
persons, so returned, of their election, And each 
board shall judge of the legality of the elections, 
returns, and qualifications, of itsown members, and 
shall supply vacancies in its own body, by caus- 
ing elections to be held to fill the same, and ap- 
roint commissioners to hold the same; and such 
commissioners shall give, at least, five days? pre- 
vious public notice of the time and place of hold- 
ing public elections. Each of the members of 
either board shall, before entering on the duties of 
his office, take an oath or affirmation “faithfully to 
execute the duties of his cffice, to the best of his 
knowledge and ability,” which oath or afirma- 
tion shall be administered by the mayor or 
some justice for the peace of the county of 
Washington. The said commissioners shall, 
also, make out duplicate returns of the persons 
receiving the highest number of votes for juas- 
tices of the peace- and constables, and transmit 
the same to the mayor, by whom they shall respec- 
tively be commissioned. ` In case of an equal num- 
ber of votes for any two or more candidates for 
Jastices or constables, the commissioners shall de- 
cide the choice by lots. -In case of the death, resig- 
nation, or inability to serve, of any commissioner 
of election, it shall be lawful for the mayor to 
make an appointment, in writing, to fill such va- 
cancy, which appointment shall be returned to the 
register, with the return of such election. And in 


case mt a ee a two beards shall neglect to appoint com- 
missioners to hold the election in any ward, the 
electors present at the place of holding the election 
in such ward at the time when such election 
should commence, to the number of ten or more, 
may proceed, viva vece, to elect three commissioners 
to hold such election, who shali be sworn and pro- 
ceed in all respects as if they had been appointed by 
the two boards aforesaid. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the cor- 
poration aforesaid shall have full power and au- 
thority to lay and collect a poll-tax upon every free 
white male citizen of the age of twenty-one years 
or upward, not exezeding one dollar per annum; 
and to lay and collect taxes upon the real and per- 
sonal property within the said city: Provided, That 
no tax shall be laid upon real property at a higher 
rate than three quarters of one per centum on the 
assessment valuation thereof, except for the special 
purposes hereinafter provided; and that no tax shall | 
be laid upon the wearing apparel, or necessary nl 
and implements used in carrying on the trade or 
occupation ot any person, nor shall the same be 
subject to distress and sale for any tax; and, after 
providing for all objects of a general nature, the 
taxes raised oa the assessable property in each 
ward shall be expended therein, and in no other, 
to establish a board of health, with compe- 
tent authority to enforce its regulations, and to es- 
tablish such other regulations as may be necessary 
to prevent the introduction of contagious diseases, 
and for the preservation of the health of the city; 
to prevent and remove nuisances; to establish night 
watches or patrols, and erect lamps in the streets; 
to preserve the navigation of the Potomac and 
Anacostia rivers adjsining the city; to erect, repair, 
and regulate public wharves, and to deepen creeks, 
docks, and basins; to regulate the manner of erect- 
ing, and the rates of wharfage at private wharves; 
to regulate the stationing, anchorage, and mooring 
of vessels; to provide for licensing, taxing, and 
regulating auctions, retailers, ordinaties, and ta- 
verns, hackney carriages, wagons, carts, and drays, 
pawnbrokers, venders of lottery tickets, money 
changers, and hawkers, and pedlars; to provide for 
licensing, taxing, regalaling, or restraining theatri- 
cal or public shows and amusements, to restrain or 
prohibit tippling-houses, lotteries, and all kinds of 
gaming; to regulate and estab] ish marke's; to erect 
and repair bridges; to open and keep in repair 
streets, avenues, lanes  alieys, drains, and sewers, 
agreeably to the plan of the city; to supply the city 
with water; to provide for the safekeepi ng of the 
standard weights and measures as fixed by Con- 
gress, and for the regulation of all Ma and 
measures used in the city; to regulate the sweeping 
of chimneys, and to fix the rates cr fees therefor; to 
provide for the prevention and ex'inguish- 
ment of fires; to regulate the size of bricks 
te be made or used, and provide for the inspection 
of lumber and other building materiais to be sold 
in, the city; to regulate, with the approbation of 
the President of the United Stat:s, the manner of 
erecting and the materials to be used in the eree- 
tion of houses; to regulate the inspection of tobacco, 
flour, butter, and lard, in casks or boxes, and salted 
provision’; to regulate | the guaging of casks and 
liquors, the storage of gunpowder, “and all naval 
and military stores not ihe property of the United 
States, and the weight and quality of bread; to im- 
pose and appropriate fines, penalties, and forfeitures, 
for the breach of their laws or ordinanecs; and to 
provide for the appointment of inspectors, coustables, 
andsuch other officers as may be necessary to exe- 
ente the laws of the corporation. 

Src. 10. And be it further enacted, That the said 
corporation shall have full power and authority to 
lay taxes on particular wards, parts, er seciions of 
the city, for their particular local improvements; 
and, upon application of the owners of more than 
one-half of the property upon any portionef a 
street, lo cause the curb stones to be set, and the 
footways to be paved, on such portion of a street, 
and to lay a tax on such property to the amount of 
the expense thereof; Provided, That such tax shall 
not exceed three dollars per front foot; and, upon 
a like application, to cause the carriage way of any 
portion of a street to be paved, or lamps to be 
erected thereon, and light the same, and lay 
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a tax not exceeding the wliole expense thereof, 
in due proportion, on the lots fronting on such 
portion of a street; and also to impoze an 
addition or interest on the amounts of any 
such taxes, not exceeding ten per centum per an- 
num, when the same shall not have been paid 
within thirty days after the same shall have be- 
come due. Thesaid corporation shall also have 
power and authority to previde for the establish- 
ment and superintendence of public schools, and to 
endow the same; to establish and erect hospitals or 
pest-houses, watch and work houses, houses of 
correction, penitentiary, and other public buildings, 
and to lay "and collect taxes for the expenses there- 
of; to regulate party or other walls and fences, and 
to determine by whom the same shall be kept in 
repair; to cause new alleys to be opened through 
the squares, and to extend thoze already laid out, 
upon the application of the owners of more than 
one-half the property in each squares: Provided, 
That the damages which may accrue thereby to 
any individual or individuals shall be first ascer- 
tained by a jury, to besummoned and empanelled 
by the marshal of the District of Columbia (and it 
is hereby made his duty to summon and empanel 
the same, in all such cases, upon application to 
him, in writing, by the mayor of the city,) and such 
damages to be paid by the corporation; the amount 
thereof, and the expenses accruing, shal! be levied 
in due proportion upon the individuals whose pro- 
perty on such square shall be benefited thereby, 
and collected as other taxes are; to occupy and 
improve for public purposes, by and with the 
consent of the President of the United States, any 
part of the public and open spaces and squares 
in said city, not interfering with any private 
righis; to regulate the admeasurement and Weight 
by which all articles brought into the city for 
sale shall be disposed of; to provide for the ap- 
pointment of appraisers and measurers of builders’ 
work and materials, and also of wood, coal, grain, 
and lumber; to restrain and prohibit the nigh'ly and 
other disorderly meetings of slaves, free negroes 
and mulattoes, by imprisonment, not "exceeding six 
months for any one offence; and to punish ‘such 
slaves by whipping, not exceeding forty stripes, 
or by imprisonment ‘not exceeding six months for 
any one ‘offence; and to punish free negro2s and 
mulaitoes, by penalties not exceeding twenty dol- 
lars for any one offence; andin case of mability of 
any such free negro or mulaito.to pay any such 
penalty and cost therein, to cause him, or_her,to 
be confined to Jabor for any time not exceeding six 
calender months; to cause all vagrants, idiers, or 
disorderly persons, all persons of evil life or iil 
fame, and allsuchas have no visible means of 
support, or are likely to become chargeable to the 
corporation as paupers, or are found begging or 
drunk in or about the street, or loitering in or 
abont tippling-houses, or who can show no reason- 
able cause of business or employ me ntin the city, 
ani all suspicious persons who have no fixed place 
of residence, or who canot give a good account 
of themselyes, all eaves-droppers and night- 
walkers, na who shall be guilty of open pro- 
fanity or grossiy indecent language or behavior 
| patiieiy in the streets, all pablic prostitutes and 
such as lead a notoriously lewd or lascivious 
course of life, and allsuch as keep public gam- 
ing-tables ot gaming-houses, fo give security 
for their good behavior, and to indemnify the city 
against any charge {or thei ir support; and in case 
of their refusal or inability to give sush seaurity, 
to cause them to be confined to labor until such se- 
curity shall be given, not exceeding however one 
year ata time; but if they shall be found gain of- 
fending, the like proceedings may be again had; 
and from time to time, so often as may be negessa- 
ry to enforce the departure of such vagrants and 
paupers as may come into the city to reside, unless 
they shall give ample security that they will not be 
come chargeable on the corporation for their sup- 
port; to provide for the binding ont, as apprentices, 
of poor orphan children, and theehildren of drunk- 
ards, vagrants, and paupers; to prescribe the terms 
and conditions upon which free negroes and mu 
lattoes may reside in the city; to take care of, and 
regulate, burial grounds; to provide fer ihe regis- 
fering of births, deaths, and marriages; to punish 


ee aa 
corporeally any colored servant or slave, for a 
breach of any of their laws or ordinances, unless: 
the owner or holder of such servant or slave shall 
pay the fine in such cases provided; and. to pass'all 
laws which shall be deemed necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution the powers vested by” 
this act in the said corporation or its officers. 

Sec. 11. nd beit further enacted; That the mar- 

shal of the. District of Columbia shall receive and 
safely keep within the jail for the county of Wash- 
ington, at the expense of the said corporation, all 
persons committed thereto, under or by anthority. of 
the provisions of this act. And in all cases when 
suit shall be br ought before a justice of the peace, 
for the recovery cf any fine or penalty arising: or 
incurred for a breach cf any law or ordinance of 
ihe corporation, execution shall and may be issued 
as in all other cases of smali debts. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That real pro- 
perty, whether improved or un improved, in the city 
of Washington, on which two or more years? taxes 
shall have remained due and unpaid, or on which 
any special tax, imposed by virtue of authority of 
the provisions of this act, shall have remained 
unpaid for two or more years after the same 
shall have become due, or so much thereof, not 
less than a loi, (when the property upon which the 
tax has accrued is not less than that “quantity,) as 
may be necessary to pay any such taxes, with all 
legal costs and charges arising thereon, may be sold 
at public sale to satisfy the corpora'ion therefor: 
Provided, That public notice of the time and plece 
of the sale of all rezi property, for taxes due the 
corporation of the city of Washington, shall be 
given in all cases hereafter, by advertisement in- 
serted in some newspaper published in said city, 
once in each week, for at least twelve successive 
weeks, in which advertisements shall be stated the 
number of the square or squarss, the number of 
the lot or lots, (if the square has been divided into 
lots,) the name or names of the person or persons 
to whom the same may be assessed on the 
books of the corporation at the time of such 
advertisement, the amount of the tax due on 
each square or lot, the period for which the 
same shall be due, and the aggregate amount 
of taxes due on all real property assessed, in 
the name of the same person or persons; "but 
when a whole square is assessed to ine same person 
or persons, though divided into lots, it may be as- 
sessed and advertised as if the same was not di- 

vided. And no sale of real property for taxes 
he reafter made, shall be ‘mpe zired or void by rea- 
sou of such property not being assessed or adver- 
tised in the name or names of the lawful owner or 
owners thereof: Provided, ‘Tae same shail be ad- 
vertised as above dirceted, or by reason of the 
amount of taxes dus therepn not being correctly 
stated. he parehaser or pure! hasers of any such 
properly shall pay, at the time of such sale, the 
edie of the taxes due on the property so pur- 
nased by hina, her, or them, espectively, with the 
ei of the expenses of "sales and he, ske, or 
they, shall pay the residue ef the purchase money, 
within ten days a after the expan? of two years 
trom the dey of eale, to the collector of taxes, or 
other officer “of the ec poration authorized to receive 
thes me; and the amcunt of said resi lue shall be 
placed i in the city treasary, ere it shall remain, 
subject to the order cf the original propiietor or 
' Er oy their l eatativery 
sers shall reecivea tite 
noo lo's so sold and 
purchased, under the andor the mayor and ihe 
seal of the eciporalion, y nich shall be deemed good 


and valid inlaw and equity: Provided, never 
That if, within two years from the day of any 
suck sale, or before such purchaser or purcic~ 


sers shall have paid t the res.dae of the purchase 

mony, as aforesaid, the proprietor or pro- 
prietors of any property whieh svali have been sold 
as afore’ aid, his, her, or their heirs, agents, or iega 

representatives, shall repay tu such purchaser or 
purchasers the moneys paid for the taxes and ex- 
peases ax aforesaid, together with the per centum 
per annpm, as interest thereon, or make a tender 
thereof, or shall deposite the same in the hands of 
the mayor of the city, cr other oficer of the corpo- 
ration appointed to receive the same, for the use of 


such-purchaser or purchasers, and subject to the 
order: of his; her, or their heirs or legal representa- 
tives, of which such purchaser or purchasers, bis, 
her, or their heirs or legal representatives, shall be 
immediately informed, by notice in some newspa- 
per. printed in the city of Washington, or other- 
wise, he, she, or they, shall be reinstated in his, 
her, or. their original right and title, as if no such 
sale.had been made.. And if any such purchaser 
shall fail to pay the residue of the purchase money, 
as aforesaid, within the time required by this sec- 
tion, for any property so purchased by him, he shall 
pay ten per centum for annum as interest thereon, 
and in. addition to such residue, to be eompuied 
from the expiration of the two years, as aforesaid, 
until the actual payment of such residue, and the 
receiving of a conveyance from the corporation; 
and the said interest shall alike be subject to the 
order of the original proprietor or proprietors, 
as the residue of the purchase money, as afore- 
said: Provided, also, That no sales shall be made, 
in pursnancs of this section, of any improved 
teal property, where there is personal property 
of sufficient value to pay the said taxes; and that 
minors, mortgagees, or others, having equitable or 
real property, which property shall be sold for 
taxes, as aforesaid, shall be allowed one year after 
such minors coming to, or being of, full age, or 
after such mortgagees and others, having equitable 
interests, obtaining possession of, ¢ decree for, 
the sale of such property, to redeem the property 
so şold from the purchaser or purehagers, his, her, 
or. their assignees, or paying the amount ol pur- 
chase money so paid therefor, with ten per ceniura 
interest thereon, as aforesaid, and all the taxes that 
have been paid thereon by the purchaser, or his as- 
signs, between the day of sale and the period of 
such redemption, with the ten per ecentum interest 
on the amount of such taxes, and also the full 
value of the improvements which may have been 
made or erected on, such property, by the purcha- 
ser, or his assigns, while the same was in his, her, 
or their possession: Ang provided, morcover, That 
where the estate of the tenant in detauh, as for 
years or for life or lives, shall he sufticient to defray 
the taxes chargeable thereupon, such estate only 
shall be liable to be sold mider the provisions of 
this act. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, Phat it shall 
be lawful for the collector or other eflicer (duly au- 
thorized) to postpone, after such advertivernent, the 
sale of any property advertised according to the 
provisions of the foregoing section, to any future 
day, for the want of bidders, he giving publie no- 
tee of such postponement, and the sale made at 
such postponed time shall be equally valid as if 
made on the day stated in the advertisement. 

Src. 14. And be tt further enacted, “that the per- 
son or persons appointed to collvet aay tax imposed 
by. virtue of the powers granted by this set, shall 
have authority to collect the same by distress and 
sale of the goods and chattels of the persons charge- 
able. therewith; bat no such sale shall be made 
unless ten days? previous notice thereof be given in 
some newspaper printed ia the city of Washington. 
And the provisions of the acts of assembly of 
Maryland now in force inthe county of Wash- 
ington, relating to the right of replevying personal 
properly taken in exeention for public taxes, shall 
apply to all cases of personal property taken by 
distress to satisfy taxes imposcd by vietue of this 
act. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, 
eases of saies of real property for t 
said corporation, when such sale s} 
been made according to law and voi 
lawful for the said corporation on the appii 
cation of the purchaser er o'her person entis 
ued under him, torefund and pay to sueh persen 
or persons the amount p ihem, on ac- 
count of such purei a equent 
taxes accrued and paid cu the said property, and 
to re-assess the amount of taxes so refanded on the 
property on which the same shali have accrued, 
which shall be collected in the manner as provided 
by law for the collection of other ta: at any 
time after the first day of Jannary nest, after the 
same shall be so re-assessed. ` 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
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‘be lawful for the said corporation where there shall } 


be a number of lots assessed to the same person or 
persons, to sell one or more of such lots for the 
taxes and expenses due on the whole; and aiso to 
provide for the sale of any part of a lot for the taxes 
and expenses due on the said lot or other lots as- 
sessed to the same person as may appear expe- 
dient, according to such rules and regulations as 
the said corporation may prescribe. 

Sec. 17. And be tt further enacted, That the levy 
court of the county of Washington, in the District 
of Columbia, shall not possess the power of assess- 
ing any tax on property in the city of Washington; 
nor shall the corporation of the said city be obliged 
to contribule in any manner toward the expenses or 
expenditures of said court, except for the one half 
part of the expenses incurred on account of the 
orphans’ court, the office of the coroner, the jail of 
the said county, and the cpening and repairing of 
roads in the county of Washington, east of Rock 
creek, leading directly to the city of Washington, 
but the said corporation shall have the sole coatrol 
and management of the bridge ever Rock creek at 
the termination of K street north; and shall be 
chargeable with the expense of keeping the same in 
repair and rebuilding it when necessary. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, ‘That the clerk 
of the cireuit court and the register of wills for the 
county of Washington, respectively, shall farnish 
tue register of the city or other cicer of the corpo- 
ration appointed to receive the sams, on or about 
the first Monday in Jarnary and July m every 
year, correct lists of the transfers of real property 
in the cty during the next preceding half year, so 
faras ean be asceriained by the reeords in their re- 
spective offices; and the said corporation shall 
make to the said clerk and register of wills suck 
compensaiion therefor as shail be agreed on between 
the respective :partics, not exceeding six cents for 
each transfer on such lists. 

Sec. 19. And be itfurther enacted, That the Com- 
missioner of the Pablic Buildinos, or other person 
appointed to superintend the Uniied States disburse- 
ments in the city ef Washington, shall reimburse 
to the said corporation a just preportion of any ex- 
pense which may hereafter ke incurred in laying 
open, paving, or etherwize improving any of the 
streets er avennes in front of, or adjoining to, or 
which may pass throngh or between any of the 
public squares or reservations, which proportion 
shall be determined by a comparison of the length 
of the front or fronts of the said squares or re- 
servations of the United States on any such street 
or avenue, with the whole exient of the two 
^ and he shail cause the curb stones 


sides theres! 
to beset, and footways to be paved, on the side 
or sides of any such street or avenne when- 
ever the ssid corporation shall, by law, direct such 
improvements lo be made by the proprietors of 
the lots on the opposite side of any such street or 
avenue, or adjacent to any such square or reserva- 
tion; and he shall cause the footways to be paved, 
and the curo-stones to be set, in front of any lot or 
lots belonging to the United States, when the like 
improvements shall be ordered by the corporation 
in front of the lots adjoining, or squaret adjacent 
thereto; and he shall defray the expenses dirscted 
by this section ovt of any moneys arisivg from the 
sale of lots in the city ef Washington belonging to 
ihe United Siaies, and from no other fund. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That the may- 
or, the members of the beard of aidermen, and ihe 
members of the board of common council, and the 
other officers of the corporation, in cflice at this 
tims, shall and may continueas such until the se- 
cond Menday in June next. 

Sec. 2). And be tt further enscled, That the cor- 
poration ef the city of Washingion shall not have 
power to contract any debt for which the property | 
ef the citizens shall be mortgaged or held in lien, 
or the public property pledged (or the payment of 
the same, without a previous sanction thereof by 
the votes of two-thirds ef the legalized voters of 
the city of Washington, to be ascertained by an 
advertised poll, by ballot, to be holden at the usual 
places of holding elections for city officers. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That the cor- 
poration shall have no power to issue, or authorize 
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1 which shall pass asa currency in the District of 
| Columbia or elsewhere. 

Sec. 23. And be if further enacted, That this act 
shali continue in force for and during the term of 
ten years, and no-longer; but Congress may, at 
any time, aiter, modify, amend, or repeal, the same. 
Aad all acts, or parts of acts, ordinances, or paris 
of ordinances, inconsistent with any of the provi- 
sions of this act, are hereby repealed. 

BILLS PASSED. 

A bili granting a pension to Lemuel White; 

Å bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow 
of Elijah Barnes; 

A bill granting a pension to David Waller; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Collins; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Richard T. Banks, of the State of Arkansas; 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of War to ad- 
just and pay to Benjamin Murphy, of Arkansas, 
the value of his corn, cattle, and hogs, taken by 
the Cherokee Indians in the month of December, 
1828; 

A bill for the relief of Joab Seely; 

A bill io authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to procure steam vessels for the revenue ser- 
Vice; 

A bill allowing drawback on foreign merchandise 
exported in the original packages to Chihuahua and 
Santa Fe, in Mexico; i 

A bill to amendan act entitled “An act to au- 
thorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants and 
perfect titles to certain lands therein described, and 
to settle the claims to the vacant and unappropri- 
ated Jands within thesame,” passed the 18th day 
i of April, 1806; 

A bill for the relief of William P. Rathbone; 

A biil farther toamend the act entitled “An act 
to provide for taking the sixth census or enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of the United States,” ap- 
prove l March 3, 1839; ; 

A bill making an appropriation to complete 
the removal of the raft of Red river, and for other 
purposes; and 

A biil for the benefit of the Selma and Tennes- 
see Railroad Company; ; 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. 

The bill to establish a Board of Commissioners 
to hear anf examine claims against the United 
States, comine vp omits third reading— 

Mr. CAGE COUN said he did not rise to oppose 
this bill, though, as he understood it, it was one of 
the most pernicighs acts ever passed; he had ex- 
pressed his view of its character on former occa- 
sions, and he would now content himself with ask- 
ing that the question upon it be taken by the ayes 
and noes. i/ 

The ayes and noes baving been ordered, 

Mr. HENDERSON concurred with the Senator 
from South Carolina that this was a pernicious bill, 
and he expressed his intention to vote against it. 

Mr. MANGUM said, bad as was the biil in it- 
self, it also involved a profound change in the 
practice on private claims; and as there were some 
| Senators who were not on the floor during the dis- 
cuesions on this subject at previous sessions, he 
asked the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hus- 
BARD] to permit this bill to lie on the table, to give 
the new Senators an opportunity to become ac- 
quainted with it. The subject was an important 
one; it involved a principle which profoundly af- 
feeted the rights of the Government and the rights 
of individnals; and though it had been much dis- 
cussed at previous sessions, for the reason he had 
given, he koped, fer the present, it would he laid 
on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD was about to make the same 
motion when the Senator from South Carolina 
rose, who had uniformly been opposed to it from 
ihe commencement. The Senator from South Ca- 
rolina viewed it ina different light than he (Mr. 
Huprarp) did, and that opinion he IMr. CaLnoun] 
had expressed heretofore, as he had done this day; 
but his (Mr. Hupsarp’s) opinion was, that if ıt 
should pase, as it had dotie at the two lastsessions, 
it would be found in its operation to be a great 
saving to the Government, and also to the honest 
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claimant, and that it would be found to be opposed 
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to those claims which had no right in themselves 
to be granted. He was aware of the necessity for 
some general legislation of this kind, and he was 
sure that if the Senator from South Carolina had 
served as a member of the committee with bim, 

(Mr. Hozsarp,) he would have come toa different 
conclusion than he had done. Being desirous that 
itshould lie on the table until jt could be exa- 
mined by the new Senalors,and its object ascertain- 
RA he would renew the motion to effect that ob- 


je Mr. HUNTINGTON also desired that it should 
be laid on the table, as he was desirous to examine 
the bill. 

Mr. LUNN said this bill had passed at the last 
three or four sessions, if he recollected right, when 
it was fully diszussed, besides being four times re- 
ported on—twice by the Commiitee on C! laims, end 
twice by the Judic:ary Committee; he was there- 
fore surprised to find the gentleman (Mr. CaLnoun] 
objecting to itagain,as he had done year afier year, 
and especially as that honorable Senator bad not 
offered any measure as a substituie. He (Mr. 
Linn) would vote for any measure that would do 
more justice to the private claimant, for no system 
could, by any possibility, be worse than the pre- 
sent. Of this he was convinced by their legisla- 
tion; and he regretted that honorabie Senators had 
not seen the distress of the widows and children 
of land claimants, occasioned by the delay in the 
disposal of their claims; for he was sare, if they had, 
they would give to this subject that disposal which 
would lead toa speedier determination of private 
claims, while a due regard was not only paid to 
the rights of the citizen, but to tae nation at larze. 
He was understood to say that from 1,500 to 2,000 
bills of this description were reported in the House 

of Representatives during the last session; and he 
had himself reported a bill six years ago, which 
had not been asied on yet. He did nut charge 
neglect of duty on any one; buthe was satisfied 
that, in the first place, this body was two large and 
too ‘transient, and in the next place, that it was 
too political. "The questions involved in these claims 
were sometimes of an abstruse character, and it 
required time to acquire such a knowledge of and 
acquaintance with them as was necessary; but 
how often did it follow, that, when this knowledge 
was obtained, Senators, who held the doctrine of 
the right of instruction, resigned their seats, and 
others came in who had to pursue the same course 
of inquiry? For his part, his profession, as well 
as his habits of thought, led him to look at and 
regard individual suffering; but the other side ap- 
peared to act like the soldier on the field of batile, 
who treads on friends or foes in the pursuit of his 
object. The Senator from South Carolina might 
purste his course of opposition; he (Mr. Linn) 
should pursue a different course. 


Mr. CALHOUN had no intention to de- 
bate this question when he called for the ayes 
and noes; and he submitted to gentlemen cp- 
posite, whether it was proper tbat this bill 
should be laid on the table, afler a debate on one 
side only. If gentlemen were desirous of a discus- 
sion, he (Mr. CaLuoun) was prepared to go inio it. 
He was convinced that the system proposed by this 
bill was not ouly worse than the existing system, 
bat infiaitely worse—4that it was the worst that 
could be devised. Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. Lins] had expressed his surprise that he (Mr. 
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Caunoun) nad proposed no y as a subsiitate. 
Now, had he not again anc in made prop“ si- 


tions in that cbamber,znd ha the Senator irem 
Ohio [Mr. Tarran] proposed tł 
adopt seme such rule as wa 
bodies, to regulate cases of 
pula limitation to the:e applic 
the evil of exis Ran 
decided a hundred times, and yet they migh 
newed from time to time. Now there ought not 10 
be this perpetual renewal of these claims; but 
claim twice presented and twice rejecied should not 
have another hearing, unless on the allegation 
of -new testimony that was believed to be im- 
portant to the eave. He bad made propos'tions 
on other occasions to remedy these evils, and to 
facilitate the disposal of the increasing business 
from the new States, which would have diminish- 
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ed the private business at least one-third, if the 
proposition had been adopted. Now, without go- 
ing into the merits of the present bili, he desired to 
eall the attention of the Senate to the fact that it 
proposed to create two commissioners, with power 
vastly superior to that held by the Judges of the 
Supreme Court—two men who, though members 
of Cengress were not to be permitted to be solici- 
tors before them, yet, as the board would be held 
herein Washington, and as the commissioners 
were to be removable by the Executive at any mo- 
ment, an improper influence might be brought to 
kear upon them, and they would not be indepen- 
dent men. Again; there was no proposed limita- 
tion of the cases of which they were to dispose. 
Now such a tribunal never was known in this or 
any cther country. Hilde cided against the United 
States, iis decision was final; but if against the 


claimant, the door remained open to petition 
again and again, and the resuit would be 


that the claims would be renewed perpetually, 
as they had been hitherto. They would have, 
too, the claims for the five millions of French 
spoliations of forty years’ standing, if there 
were no limitation fo the powers of these com- 
missioners; and, therefore, he was opposed to this 
bil oa principle; he was opposed to it on the prin 
ciple of expediency; he was cppozed to it in every 
view in which it could be presented. But 
he did not now wish to go into a discussion of the 
bill; he was disposed to let it go without remark, 
bui he could not cousent to do so if gentlemen rose 
there, one after another, to make speeches for the 
purpose of forestalling public opinion. 

Mr. HUBBARD was disposed, too, to let the bill 
go, for he hadheard precisely the same arguments 
urged the last three years that were urged by the 
Senator from Souih Caroline; notwithstanding 
which, the bil had received ine tag e action of 
several past sessions. Jie was very willing that 
every Senator should bave an opportunity to cx- 
amine the subject; and if no other gentleman dc- 
sired to make furer remarks, he would again 
move that this bill be laid on the table. 

Mr. LINN did not racolleet any such proposition 
of the Senator from South Carolina for a better 
system; andhe then discussed some of the details of 
the existing practice, and again expressed his opi- 
nion that this body was too political for the proper 
disposal of ihe business arising out of these private 
claims. When the Treasury was Pall, wh: re was 
felt to be less obstruction than when Use fonatain 
was dried up, when there appeared to be not only 
an unwillingness io examine them, buta desire to 
let trem go over to the next session, or to seme fu- 
tute time. He was not sure thai tie was in order 
in making these remarks; and therefore, he would 
not longer continue the discussion. 

Mr. CALHOUN repeated that ke had contem- 
plated a general rule by which no petition, after 
two rejections, couid be in or 

Mr. MANGUM did not wish to be 
by asking for time, as ha a prec 
nion against this bill. tHe desi 
measure, because it pr 
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on previous occasions were sixteen in number.” If 
it were passed, they would adopt a measure which 
overthrew much of the legitimate power andj juris: 
diction of Congress, and gave it to. two commis- 
sioners, with an extension of power not only: over 
ihis country, but to Europe, and Asia, and Africa, 
to procure testimony. The expense of this proce- 
dure would be of great magnitude, and after ‘all, - 
the honorable Senator told them they” had - the 
power to revise the commissioners’ proceedings! 
But if they were ultimately to come. to this body, 
a committee would still be necessary to’ examine 
the testimony in the several cases, for he supposed 
the Senate would not be disposed to take itin the 
rough; and, therefore, he hoped a bill would not 
be passed to appoint commissioners ‘to do that 
which a committce must do over again. If some 
gentlemen would take up Jess time with their 
speeches about log cabins and other things of as 
liule value, the Senate would be able to: dis- 
pose of more real business, and this or any other 
board would be unnecessary. 

Mr. LENN rose amidst cries of “Question, y 
“Guaestion;” and after a few words of remonstrance 
against a long postponement of the bill ‘as caleula- 
ted to delay it to the end of the session, when it 
would share the fate which it had met on other oc- 
casions, he suggested to the Senate the propriety of 
allowing the vill to pass informally. 

Afier a few words from Mr, MANGUM, the 
bili was laid on the table. 

Oa motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the bill to confirm 
to the S:ate of Indiana the land selected. by her for 
that portion of the Wabash and Erie canal whiéh 
Hes between the mouth of the Tippecanoe river and 
Terre Haute, aud for other purposes, was taken up. 

Mr. TAPPAN opposed the passage of this bill. 
He said thar in the first section of this bill, it was 
proposed to enact: “That there be, and there hereby 
is, confirmed to the Siate of Indiana, the land se 
lected by her, under the provisions of the act of 
second of March, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
seven, entiiled, ‘An act to grast a certaia quantity 
of land to the State of Indiana, for the purpose of 
aiding the State in opening a casal to connect ‘the 
waters of the Wabash with those of Lake Erie,’ 
for that portion of the canal between the mouth 
of the Tippecanoe river and Tetre Haute, as return- 
ed by said State to the Secretary of the Treasury.” 
This was in fact a preposition to grant to the State 
of Tndians 144,000 acres of land; but to this he did 
nut rise lo object, if the grani were made specifical- 
l the constraction of a canal between the 
sentioned; buike objected to the passage of 
t in the form in which it was pre sented. He 
then preceeded to review the grounds on which this 
bill was urged upon the atiention of Congress, and 
the history i of legislation respec: ing this canal. He 
said, during the "last session of Congress they had 
a repor esented to the Senate from the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals, which placed ‘this claim 
on the ground of a similar grant having been made 
i - of Ohio to complete the canal from the 
ime of Indiana to Leke Erie. Now the 
: the law of 7 granted land to 
ato open a canal to connect 
A ih those of Lake 
the Siate of In- 
1 of January, 
h of the Tippe- 
rveyed and select- 
to the foot of the 
ef 1527 granted to 
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bat for seme reason 
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tory of Michagan respecting the boundary line be- 
tween them; and while that dispute continued, the 
State of Ohio delayed the constructioa of the canal 
within that State. She made no location for the 
canal until the Sth of April, 1836, when the loca- 
tion was made trom the line of Indiana to Mau- 
mee Bay. An application was accordingly made 
to Congress for the land selected, and Congress 
made the grant as desired; but now the State of 
Indiana came in and claimed the right to make an 
extension of ‘her canal, ninety miles, from the 


-mouth of the Tippecanoe river, and asked fora 


grant of two hundred and forty thousand acres of 
land for that purpose, which was double the 
quaniity originally set down, and the mak- 
ing of a new location from the mouth of Tip- 
pecanoe river to Terre Haute; and this was 


claimed under the law of 1827, which was entirely | 


complied witb on the completion of the agreement 
with the State of Ohio. Now, as he had before in~- 
timated, he had no objection to grant to the State 
of Indiana this quantity of land, but he contended 
that the grant ought not to be made under the law 
of 1827, when all the rights and privileges granted 
by that law had been received and enjoyed by her. 
It might be said, and he presumed it would be 
said, by the Senator from Indiana, that that State 
had the right to locate her canal to navigable wa- 
ter; and so she had; and she did so when 
she located the caual to the mouth of the 
Tippecanoe river, at that point of the Wa- 
bash. Now, assuming these to be the facte, 
he thought it would be better to make a distinct 
grant to the State of Indiana, to aid her in this pro- 
posed canal extension; and he therefore moved that 
this bill be referred back tw the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, with instructions to report a 
grant of the requisite land for that purpose. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana defended the bill at 
great length, and read to the Senate the report 
which he made during the last session, as the Chair- 
man of the Committee on Roadsand Canals, in 
which the facts on which he relied were embodied 
in a compact form. 

Mr. TAPPAN rose to reply, but yielded to a 


motion for adjournment. 


And the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, December 30, 1840. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the investment in the stocks 
of the several States of this Union of funds held 
by the Government of the United States, in trust, 
is, tọ the amount of the sums so invested and of 
the interest thereon, au assumption by the United 
States of the debis of the said several States, in 
the event of their failure punetually to pay the 
same. 

2. Resolved, That the purchase, by authority of 
any Executive Department of the Government of 
the United States, of the bonds of any of the States 
ofthis Union, at their nominal value or with a pre- 
mium thereon, and the subsequent sale of the same 
bonds at a discount,is an unwarrantable and waste- 
fal dilapidation of public fands. 

3. Resolved, That it is the duty of the Exeeutive 
Government of the Uniied States to require of the 
Government of each and every State of this Union 
in whose stocks investments of the public moneys 
held in trast by the Government of the United 
States have been made, punctual payment, in spe- 
cie or its equivalent, of the interest stipnlated in 
the. said stocks, and repayment of the prinetpal, 
as sooon as possible by the terras of the contracts 
upon which such stocks have severally been is- 
sued. 

4. Resolved, That the further investment of any 
public fands of the United States in stocke of the 
several States ought forthwith to be prohibited by 
law; and that the Committee of Ways and Means 
be jastrueted to report a Dill for that parpoce. 

Objection being made, they were not received. 

Mr. ADAMS then asked that the resolutions 
might be prinied for the information of the House; 
which was agreed to, 

‘The next business in order was the motion of 
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Mr. Gippins to reconsider the vote by which, on 
Monday, the House had passed the bill making gp- 
propriation for the payment of $ é 

; NAVY PENSIONS, £ 
with an amendment repealing the act of 1837. 

Mr. SHEPARD, the mover of the amesidment, 
being entitled to the floor, resumed his“ remarks 
from yesterday in vindication thereof, and in reply 
to the various objections which had been urged 
against it. j ae 

Mr. S. said he was aware that the position 
he had assumed was unpopular, and that any en- 
deavor to lop off abuses of this Government would 
always excite the hostility of those who received 
its benefit, and also the opposition of those who 
think that the strength of the Government, her pe- 
culiar interests, and classes depended upon it. 
Your have (said Mr. S.) done me the honor, Mr. 
Speaker, to place me upon the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs; and I must either do what is right, or 
be faithless to my trust. I shall not hesitate to 
pursue the former, 

Mr, S. was not surprised that a”motion had been 
made on yesterday to reconsider the vote by which 
the amendment which he had offered had been 
adopted, and, after giving the reasons of gentlemen 
for supporting sucha motion, he stated that the 
true question before the House was, whether the 
act of 1837 was right or wrong—whether they were 
called upon to repeal it or not; and, if gentlemen 
woald give their attention, he would state his 
opinion upon the subject. In 1800 the’navy was 
in its infancy, or, rather, there was no navy at all. 
Congress passed the act of that year, to encourage 
persons to enter the service, and offered to them 
the highest rewards of human ambition. The act 
provided that “the money accruing from the sale 
of prizes, shall be, and remain foxever, a fund for 
the payment of pensions and half-pay, should the 
same be hereafter granted, to the officers, seamen, 
and marines, who may be entitle to receive the 
samc” and “every officer, seaman, or marine, dis- 
abled in the line of his duty, shall be entitled to re- 
ceive, for life, or during disability, a pension.” 

This was the origin of the pension fund, and he 
asked gentlemen to consider upon it. The fund 
was lo be given to such officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines, who were disabled in the cause of their 
country, and Congress had pledged its faith to pre- 
serve it. But Congress had violated the most so- 
lemn engagements in regard to it. 

The act of 1837 specified that pensions should 
be given to widows and children of those who died 
in the service. Now this act was entirely different 
from others on the subject. It provided, not for 
those who had gallantly fought and bled for their 
country, but for those who had died. A man 
might have been a drunkard, a drone; but if he 
died, his wife and children would be benefited by 
this act. Mr. S. contended that the act of 1837 
was a violation of the faith of the Government, 
and those who passed the act acted in violation of 
their duty. 

Mr. S. asked the House to go to the merits of the 
act of 1837. They all knew how many warrants 
had been obtained by persons for the army and na- 
vy. Ayoung man, said Mr. S. receives his com- 
mission, visits foreign countries, and draws his 
compensation. He remains in the service but a 
short time before he cries for pay! pay! pay! He 
remains in the nevy ten or fifteen years, and does 
nothing to merit the gratitude of the country, per- 
haps because there has been nothing to do. He 
diez, and his widow and children receive ‘the mo- 
ney of the Government. 

Mr. &. would take another case, which was told 
tobim yesterday. An old soldier, by hard usage 
and dissipation, has destroyed his constitution. He 
enters the navy, and in a year or two dies. Under 
the act of 1837, the widow and children of this old 
hulk receive from this Government pensions. He 
had not rendered service to the country; and by 
granting a pension in such cases, rank injustice was 
done to the men who look prizes during the war; 
and this is the act for which we have heard jamen- 
tations in this Efouse, 

Previous to the act of 1837, the navy pension 
fund amounted to 1,100,000, and the interest on 
it was more than suficient to meet the demands 
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upon it befere the 3d of March of that year. The 
passage of this act increased the pensions to 
$48,000 annually; but its retrospective bearing not 
only consumed the interest, but swallowed up the 
additional sum of $329,000! Can any man won- 
der, then, that the navy pension fund is gone? ; 

As to the purchase and sale of stocks upon wh'ch 
the gentleman [Mr. Apams] had commented with 
severity, what better could have been done? At 
the time the money was invested,stocks were above 
par; and if the Secretary had not so invested the 
money, there would have been great complaint 
about discrediting the States. . 

What is the true rule on this subjecit? (asked Mr. 
8.) Gentlemen shall not have the vantage ground 
of me, by saying that they are the friends of the navy. 
I am a friend of the navy, sir, and a discreet one, I 
hope. The true rule on this subject was laid down 
in the act of 1800—that those who had suffered in 
the service of their country should be remunerated 
for it. The act of 1800 made a distinction be- 
tween the brave and the eowardly—the act of 1837 
destroyed it. 

Mr. S. noticed another objection which had been 
made by several gentlemen. They had said that 
the widows and orphans had received pensions 
under the act of 1837; and one gentleman had made 
a piteous appeal, and said that, as the children had 
been sent to school, the widows expected the pen- 
sion, The amount of such an argument is this 
they had received annually, for four years, $48,000 
for their back pensions. They had received this 
much, which they ought not to have received; and 
now we are told that, because we have given for 
four years, they ought now to receive the money ! 
The money belonged to gallant tars, and now we 
are asked to convey it—to give it away. Was that 
a sensible argument? 

Whenever an assault is made on the Treasury laws, 
(said Mr. S.) there is always an excuse for it. ‘It is 
wrong to suffer harpies to prey upon the Treasury; 
itis all wrong! It is the principle against which I 
contend. What do we see? Rome went to war, 
and robbed the neighboring nations of their Jand. 
Those who fought the batiles—the plebians— 
thought they were entiled to an equal por- 


tion of the land, when the haughty patri- 
cians denounced them as agrarians. How 
is it in England? All the emoluments of 


Government go to. particular individuals, and 
those who oppose such a state of things are called 
mobocrats, On one hand, in this country, three are 
banking institutions, and, on another, domestic in- 
dustry, to be protected. If connec’ed with the ar- 
my or navy, the principle is all the same, as far as 
the public crib was concerned. Let every man de- 
pend on his own exertions and his own industry. 

Mr. S. said he had now finished what he had in- 
tended to say. The honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Anams] had used the word 
dishonorable in connection with this matter. Mr. 
S. uadersiood him to say that the House had acted 
dishonorably in adopting his amendment; but a 
friend had suggested that he had applied the epi- 
thet to him. ~ 


Mr. ADAMS said he had made no such applica- 
tion of the term, 

Mr. SHEPARD said he would be the last man 
in this House to speak harshly of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. He had heard many things 
fall from him which excited his feelings. He knew 
his power, his wit, and far-reaching points. He 
wished the honorable gentleman would be more 
charitable. In the angry contests which occur on 
this floor, Mr. A. could threw oil on the waters of 
strife. When States ars arrayed against each other 
—when genticmen are mad, and know not what 
they do—that gentlemen could seize the opportunity 
of coming in as a mediator—as a link between 
Washington and the present generation. 

4 Mr. WADDY THOMPSON then took the 
oor. 


Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS requested that the 
gentleman from South Carolina would yield the 
floor a moment, that a letter on the subject before 
us might be read. He then sent to the Clerk’s ta- 


ule the fellowing letter from the Seeretary of the 
ayy: i 
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Navy DEPARTMENT, 
December 28, 1840. 

Sin: In reply to your inquiry of this morning, I 
have the honor to inform you that the stock of the 
city of Cincinnati, lately belonging to the navy 
pension fund, was sold according to advertisement 
on the 15th instant, the sale being indispensably 
necessary to enable the Department to meet, in part, 
the payment of pensions falling due on the Ist 
January next. 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. K. PAULDING. 
Hon. Francis Tuomas, 

Chairman of Naval Committee, House of Reps. 

Mr. THOMAS said that it would be proper for 
him further to say, that this letter was not submitted 
in the expectation that it would induce the House 
to reconsider the vote under discussion. It would 
be seen, by referring to the communication from 
the Navy Department dated the 1st of December, 
and sent to Congress by the President, that there 
were at this time, in stocks owned by the navy pen- 
sion fund, $158,739; of these stccks, $100,000 were 
of city of Cincinnati 5 per cent. This last named 
stock was then advertised to be sold at auction, on 
the 15th of this month, to reimburse the Bank of 
America the sum of fifty thousand dollars, ad- 
vanced to pay the pensions due in July last, and 
afterwards to meet the payment of pensions due on 
the first of January, 1841. The letter now read 
from the Secretary informs us that this Cincinnati 
stock has actually been sold—at what price, Mr. T. 
did not know. 

Mr. ANDERSON of Maine interposed to say 
that the stock had been sold for $62,000. 

Mr. THOMAS resumed. Be it so: it is not 
material for my purpose whether the stock 
was sold at par or below par. If it sold for 
the sum mentioned by the gentleman from Maine, 
add that to the $18,647 6l cash in hand on the 
first of December, and we have about $80 000, out 
of which is to be paid the sum of $51,476 73 due to 
pensioners on the first of January next: and there 
will be abalance of Jess than $30,000 to be ap- 
plied to the payment of pensions for the year 1841. 

The pensions for 1841, if the act of 1837 is not 
repealed, will, we are informed, be about $103,000. 
If the bill before us be passed in its present form, 
making an appropriation of $151,476, by adding 
that sum to the $30,000 of surplus from the sale of 
stock, we shall have provided a fund of $181,476 
to make good the deficiency in the pension fund. 
Now, what is the amount of that deficiency? The 
whole amount of steck unsold is, in nominal va- 
Jue, $58,739. The annual charge upon the pen- 
sion fund will be $103,000, if the act of 1837 is 
not repealed; and if that act is repealed, then the 
annual charge on the pension fund will be $58,000, 
according to the statements from the Navy Depart- 
ment. He hoped that the act would be repealed, 
and that we should have to provide only the last 
named sum in each year to pay these pensions. 
To produce an annual income to that amount, we 
must appropriate at least one million of dol- 
lars to be invested, if we propose in that 
way to make good the deficiency in the fund. 
The small surplus which will be left out of the 
appropriation now proposed, will afford very li- 
mited means to make such an investment. If, 
instead of making such an investment to create a 
capital in p'ace of that which Congress has misap- 
plied, we intend to pay the navy pensioners who 
are to be on the pension roll, whether the law of 1837 
is or is not repealed, by an annual epprepriation, 
still it seemed to him that there was no necessity 
for reconsidering the vote ef the House to reduce 
the appropriation in this bill. A large proportion 
of it would be expended next year. The balance 
would be unexpanded on the first of January, 1841, 
and would serve to pay the firs! half year of pen- 
sions due on the first day of July, 1842. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. T. expreszed 
the hope that the House would not reconsider. It 
would be much better for all who desired to get rid 
of the obnoxious law of 1837 in the form we have 
now undertaken to do it; and as to other questions 
connected with the pensions, they can be rightly 
disposed of when another bill, which the Naval 


Committee is prepared to report, comes before the 
House. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON contended that the 
trust fund under the law of 1800 ought not to have 
been touched. Congress had no right to touch the 
money sacredly appropriated to a class of men who 
had dearly earned it with toiland blood. As, how- 
eyer, it had been taken, he trusted that no time 
wouid be lost in refunding it. . 

Messrs. ANDERSON, MONROE, EVERETT, 
REED, and NAYLOR, severally gave their views, 
a notice of which will appear hereafter; when 

Mr. JAMESON moved the previous question on 
the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to adjourn, which motion 
prevaiied. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, December 31, 1840. 

The PRESIDENT submitied a communication 
from the War Department, transmitting a report 
from the Chief Engineer, relative to a site fora 
fortification on Lake Champlain; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of Scott 
Campbell; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of the 
president and managers of the Philadciphia and 
Norristown Railroad Company, praying for a re- 
mission of duty on certain railroad iron; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the petition and pa- 
pers of Danie! Pettibone, now on file, were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of James Ben- 
nett, and the petition of William White, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration thereo 
which was egieed to. 

Mr. LUNN presented the petition of Adam D. 
Stewart; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition cf 
Stephen Simpson, executor of George Simpson, 
deceased; which was referred to tke Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented two memorials, re- 
monstrating against a repeal of the fishing boun- 
ties. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the petition and 
papers of Wm. Dickinson were referred to the 
Committee cn the Judiciary; and the petition and 
papers of Alley, Staunton and Company, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Ezra 
St. Jobn; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill for the erec- 
tion of light-houses, and the placing of light beats, 
etc. reported the same with sundry amendments. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of certain companies of Missouri volunteers, re- 
ported the same wih amen imenis. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of John R. Midwia- 
ter; which was agreed to. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill increasing the com- 
peusation of cerizin ofticers of revenue cutters, re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. K. also, from the same commiitee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Jacob Pennell, and others, 
owners of the Eliza of Brunswick; and 

A bill Gxing the compensation of the collector 
of the port of St. Louis; which were read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Reyneil 
Coates and Walter R. Johnson; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. from the sams ecmmittee, made en nn- 
favorable report on the petition of Wm. S. Nevius. 

On motion by Mr. STURGEON, the petition 
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and papers of Mr. Knowles, now on file, were re» 
ferred to the Committee on Patents.’ 

Mr. NICHOLAS, in parsuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
authorize experiments to be made on the applica- 
tion of steam to harbor defence; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
bill for the relief of the Steamboat Company of 
Nantucket, reported the same without amend- 
ment. j 

Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a joint resolution to autho» 
rize the adoption ef measures for the occupation 
and settlement of the Territory of Oregon. 

Mr. SEVIER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
amend an act entitled “An act supplementary to 
the act to amend the judicial system of the United 

tates;” which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reperted a bill for the relief 
of Caspar W. Weaver; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

And also, the bill authorizing the granting of 
letters testamentary to aliens in the District of Co- 
lumbia, without amendment. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill making 
compensation to the State of New Hampshire for 
the services ef her militia, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for 
the relief of Isabella HUH and others; which was- 
read iwica, and rererred. 
te KUNG gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce à bill for the relief of John 
Scott. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
TALLMADGE was considered and agreed to. 

The bill for ihe relief of the corporate authorities 
of the city of Mobile, was read a third time, and 
passed, 

The bill to create an additional land office in the 
State of Michigan, and for other purposes, was 
iaken up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. NORVELL said that the bil proposed to 
stablish a new land distriet north ef the Grand 
river, in the Stale of Michics The lufotmation 
for which his colleague had called, upon this eub- 
j ad been received 


ed. It amounted simply to 
iis: that in that portion of the present district 
which the bill was intended to establish as a new 
district, only between two and three hundred acres 
of the public lands had been sold. This new land 
office was designed to induce perscrs lo go into 
king purchases, 
ion which it 
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had done his duty in bring- 

He believed it was: Ye- 
the Siate: bet it was for 
) it as they thought proper. 
si session a vote of two to 


Mr. PORTER spoke at some length in opposi- 
i ae pa i i, as unaccessary and 


3 

unasked ter by the peopie 
Mr. NORVELL re bat hbis coleague was 
ashamed to ask for the object contemplated in this 
bill. He, himself, was ashamed of making appii- 
caucon for nothing which weuld promote the in- 
terest of kis Staue. The bill was not fo go inte 
ctuntilthe fourth of July next; aad thea, if 
his recollection served bim correctly, it wouid be at 
resident to postpone iis opera- 
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Thal, at least, was the intention; 
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thoug 


passed ai the last session. stat 
land districts where few orno lands kad been sold, 
were no unusual ‘Whey were ret without fre- 
quent precedents, ‘The present bil had met the 


approbation of the Gen Bul if 
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his colleage desired its defeat, he could move to 
lay it on the table, or indefinitely to postpone it. 

After some further remarks from Mr. PORTER, 
(which, like his former remarks, were totally inau- 
dible)— 2 

Me ALLEN hoped the bill would be read. 
Scarcely a word uttered by the Senators engaged in 
its disenssion had been heard in that part of the 
chamber, and they had no knowledge whatever of 
its provisions, - | 

` Tbe bill was accordingly read. 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed, and decided in the negative—ayes 
16, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. "Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Wright, and Young—16. 

_NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
King, Knight, Lumpkin, Mangum, Merrick, 
Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rugeles, 
Sevier, Tallmadge, Webster, and Williams—29, 

The bill to revive and continue the acts incorpo- 
rating the Banks of the District of Columbia was 
taken up, and, after some remarks by Messrs, 
MERRICK, TAPPAN, and CLAY of Alabama, 
was made the order of the day,for the 8th of Janu- 
ary next. } 

The bill granting a portion of land in the State 
of Indiana for the extension of the Wabash canal, 
which was partially discussed yesterday, being again 
in order, j 

Mr. TAPPAN rose to reply to the remarks of 
the Senator from Indiana. He said this claim was 
advocated on two grounds: first, tat the State of 
Indiana ought to be allowed, by the law of 1927, 
to correct the location of her cabal, the present ter- 
minus not being sufficiently low for river naviga- 
tion; and the other was, that Congress having al- 
lowed to the State of Ohio the privilege of extend- 
ing her canal from the first location from the foot 
of the rapids of the Maumee to Maumee bay, and 
having given to Ohio the land on each side of the 
canal, of two and a half miles, as by the act of 
1827, the same right to extend the location of the 
canal, and the same grant of adjoining land, ought 
to be ceded to the State of Indiana. Now, he 
did not agree with the Senator from Indiana 
in either of these positions, though he agreed with 
him that Congress might properly make a grant of 
the land for the extension of the canal for ninety 
miles, from Tippecanoe river to Terre Haute, if it 
could be shown to be expedient so to extend that 
canal; but he did not believe the act of 1827 would 
bear the construction which the Senator from In- 
diana gave to it. When it was found that Con- 
gress had sold some of the land within the five 
miles originally granted, and Congress had made 
up to the State of Indiana the quantity thus taken, 
he believed there was an end of that grant: it was 
a grant made and executed between the Govern- 
ment of the United States and the State of Indiana, 
and then there was an end of it; and the State of 
Indiana had now no right to claim under the act 
of 1827. Ther as to the claim that a similar 
grant had been made to the State of Obio, he re- 
ferred to a document of the third session of the 
twenty-fifth Congress, containing a number of pa- 
pers concerning this claim—to the opinions 
of the Attorney General, and of the Commission- 
er of the Land Office, and the present Solici- 
tor of the ‘Treasury; the whole of which, he said, 
were given on a misconception of the faete 
Mr. Birchard alone understanding them, whose 
Opinion, therefore, necessarily differed from these 
which had been referred to by the Senator from 
Indiana. In support of this assertion, which he 
apprehended some gentlemen might consider a 
Strung-one, he entered wih some minuteness of 
detail into the progression of the work, and the au- 
thority by which it was accomplished, to show that 
it was erroneously alleged that there was more 
than one location of the canal in the State of Ohio 
which was made by the only competent authority 
of the State; and consequently the argument of the 
Senator from Indiana, founded on a change from 
an original linc, and an extension of the canal, be- 
yond the limits of Stansbury’s Survey, was not well 
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founded. That which was called an extension to 
the Maumee bay, was in fact an original location; 
and yet on this singular error, the Senator from 
Indiana based the report which he presented to 
Congress during the last session. Oa this branch 
of the subject he (Mr. Tarran) desired to be per- 
fectiy understood, for the gentleman from Indiana 
had expressed great surprise that a Senator from 
Ohio skouid undertake to oppose this bill. Why, 
Ohio was interested in this work; for the extension 
of this canal would increase the business on the 
canals of Ohio, and for this reason he was in favor 
of the graut of the Jand, but he wished it to bea 
direct and honest grani—he was unwilling that the 
Senate should be imposed upon by any statement 
that was not true. The hypothesis was, that land 
had been granted for an extension of the canal to 
the State of Ohio, and therefore a similar grant 
ought to be made to the Siate of Indiana. Now 
there had been no such grant to Ohio; he conceded 
that Government had been liberal to the State of 
Ohio; but whenever that State asked for any thing, 
it was asked for openly, fairly, and honorably, and 
not because cessions had been made to sister States. 
If the Senator from Indiana would bring in a bill 
to grant this land, he (Mr. Tappan) would give it 
his support; otherwise he must press his motion to 
refer back this bill to the committee, with instruc- 
tions to report 2 grant. 

Mr. SMITH said the Senator from Obio was 
mistaken as to the ground he (Mr. Smitu) had 
taken; he denied that he had addnced grants of 
land to the State of Ohio as a reason why this grant 
suould be made to the State of Indiana; he had 
merely introduced that reference to show ihat this 
grant would not be the creation of a precedent— 
such precedents having been -already created. 
He proceeded at some length to defend his original 
arguments, and to sustain his array of facts; after 


which, 
Mr. TAPPAW briefly rejoined. 
The motion to recommit was negatived, and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
After a short Executive session, 
The Senate adjourned until Monday next. 


Wasuincron Crry, Jan, 1, 1841. 

Messrs. Buain and Rives: In the Globe of yes- 
terday, you report the proceedings in the Senate 
upon a bill to give certain lands to the State of In- 
diana, in which report the remarks made by me 
are strangely misreprezented. { said ‘the bill was, 
in substance, agrant of 288,000 acres of land to 
aid the State in making a canal from the mouth of 
Tippecanoe river to Terre Haute, under. the 
pretence of an extension of the Wabash and 
Maumee canal from the former to the lat- 
ter point, under the authority of the act of 
1827, ‘and because a similar grant of Jand had 
been made to the State of Ohio, upon her 
extending the north end of the canal from the 
foot of the Maumee rapids to Maamee bay: 
that I was not opposed to a grant being made 
to Indiana of the land asked for, if it were 
made as a direct grant; but I was opposed to this 
bill, for it placed the claim of Indiana upon 
false positions. The first position was, that 
they had a right to extend their canal from 
the mouth of Tippecanoe river to Terre Haute, 
when in fact they bad located their canal from the 
cast line of the State to the Tippecanoe, in 1829, 
and had received from the United States all 
the land they claimed under the act of 1827, 
in the year 1830—that I did not believe the act 
of 1827 admitted the construction now attempted 
to be given it; for if Indiana, in 1836, was permit- 
ted to extend their canal 90 miley, and claim 
288,000 acres of land to make it, she might go on 
extending it, from time to time, to the mouth of the 
Wabash. I believed the act allowed of but 
one location, which had been made in 1829. 
That the second position was still more untena- 
ble; it assumed thatthe State of Okio first located 
her part of the canal from the Indiana line to the 
foot ef the Maumee rapids, selected and received 
her land under this location, and years afterwards 
extended her location from the foot of the rapids to 
Maumee bay, and made a new selection of land 
upon this extension, and received it from the 


United States. Now the fact was, that when 
Indiana ceded to Ohio the land in Ohio, which, 


by the act of 1827, had been given to make 


the Maumee part of the canal, no location of 
that part of the canal had ever been made. Stans- 
bury’s survey, which, as to the Wabash part of 
the canal, had been adopted as the line of canal in 
Indiana, was never recognised by the State of 
Ohio, and that butone lecation of the canal had 
ever been made by Ohio, and that was made by 
the board of public works ia 1836, and extended 
from the line of Indiana to the Maumee bay.” 
This is the substance of what I said. 

Your Reporter mistakes the quantity of land. 

“ He did not object to the grané of land if made 
specifically to aid in constructing the canal, but to 
the form of the grant,” instead of “but to thishe did 
not rise to object.” 

Tnstead of “from the boundary line of Indiana to 
Lake Erie,” say, from the foot of the rapids of 
the Maumee to Maumee bay. , 

Instead of “the grant was confirmed to the foct 
cf the Maumee rapids,” say, iccated her canal from 
the State line fo the mouth of Tippecanoe river, 
and selected and reccived her lands in 1830 accord- 
irg to such location. 

The words “an application was accordingly 
made to Congress for the land selected, and 
Congress made the grant as desired,” are not mine. 
l expressed no such idea. ` 

The words “which was double the quantity ori- 
ginally set down,” arc uone of my using. 

Unfortunately for me, your Reporters have made 
me utter more nonsense than I am willing to father. 

Yours, BENJ. TAPPAN. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tnvugspay, December 31, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
Jowing communications: 

l. From the President of the United States, trans- 
miiting a report from the Secretary of State, in 
compliance with a resolution of the House of the 
23d instant, calling upon him to communicate, ‘if 
compatible with the public interests, copies of all 
the correspondence between this Government and 
the Government of Great Britain, relative to any 
proceeding on the part of that Government which 
may havea tendency to interrupt our commerce 
with China. 

2. From the Secretary of State, in compliance 
with the provisions of the act. of March, 1799, 
communicating “an abstract Of all the returns 
made to that Department by the collectors of the 
customs, pursuant to the act of the 28ih of May, 
1796, for the relief and protection of American 
seamen, showing, to far as said yeturns have been 
received, the number of seamen registered in each 
port of entry in the United States during the year 
commencind on the Ist of October of the last, and 
ending on the 30th of September of the present 
year.” 

3. From the Treasury Department, in reply to 
the resolution of the House of the 17th instant, 
respectiag the condition of the custom-house build- 
ings at Philadelphia. 

4. From the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a report from the Secretary of State with 
accompanying papers, in answer to a resolution of 
the House, calling for information relative to the 

BURNING OF THE STEAMBOAT CAROLINE, 

The bove communications were severally re- 
ferred, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, the following letter from J. C, Rives, on 
the subject of the printieg: 

Guops Ornice, Wasicron, 
December 30, 1840. 

Sir: It is known to you, and to the oiher mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives, that Francis 
P, Blairand myrelf were elected printers to the 
House in January last. Under this election, I ex- 
pected that eli the printing for the House during 
the Twety-sixih Cougress, would be sent to us to 
execute; and as I superintend that branch of our 
business, I engaged men, and provided materials 
sufficient todo it with at least the customary de- ` 
spaich. I was informed yesterday that the Clerk 
ofthe House had sent a very large report to the 
Stationer of ibe Houte, to be printed by him, and 
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that the Stationer was actually printing it, or hav- 
ing it printed. 

Since I received this information, I have turned 
to the Clerk’s account of the expenditure of the 
contingent fund for the last year, where I find that 
he has paid cther persons for printizcg which I 
think should have been executed by the Printers to 
the Hoase. 

The persons engaged by me to work on Con- 
gressional documents exclusively, have not had 
more than three or four days’ constant employment 
since the commencement cf this session. Toere 
has been some work for them every day, but not 
enough to employ them the whole day. They are 
engaged by the week, and we have to pay them, 
whether they work or not. Now, if the Clerk of 
the House has the power to have the Congress 
printing executed at other offices, when there has 
been no failure at our office ia executing it prompt- 
ly, I desire to know it as soon as possible, so that I 
may either reduce our forec, or make some arrange- 
ment with the Clerk to get enough of it to keep our 
hands employed. ‘The prices now paid to us by 
the Efouse of Representatives are so low, that we 
must sink money, unless we can keep the hands 
which we have engaged to do iis printing, con- 
stantly employed; and upon some kinds of printing 
we sink money, even when ail our hands are era- 
ployed upon it. 

The Clerk of the House and myseif have had a 
controversy about the binding of the documents, 
which I wish to bring before the House. 

Soon after the adjournment of Congress, in July 
last, the Clerk sent word to me to deliver the docu- 
ments which we had priated for the House, toS. D. 
Langtree, to bind. IT refused to do it. It has been 
the invariable custom, ever since I became ac- 
quainted with the manner of executing the Con- 
gress printing, which is now thirteen years, for the 
Printer to bind all the documents that he prints for 
Congress. Whenever a Printer has been elected 
during that time, he has as invariably fitted ap a 
bindery, as he has a printing office. I had pur- 
chased a great part of the materials for the binding, 
and had engaged workmen to do it, and had folded a 
great quantity of the work, before the Cierk sent 
me word that he wished the documents handed 
over to Mr. Langtree to be bound. Whe corres- 
pondence between the Clerk and myself, which I 
presume he has on file, will fully explain our con- 
yoversy about the binding. [ wish Congress to 


decide between us as soou as possible, as itis ne- | 


ceszary that the binding should be forwarded. 
Respectfully, 
JOHN ©. RIVES. 
Hon. R; M. T, HUNTER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Mr. ADAMS said he would take that cceasion io 
inquire whether a report of the Committee on the 


Printing of the House had been made at the last | 


session; and if so, whether it had been printed. 

Air. DAVIS of Indiana said there were two re. 
ports on that subject, which had been laid bs- 
fore the House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had never bien able to get 
asightof the reports, although very anxious so to 
do. Neither himself nor other members could pro- 
cure copies of the documents ordered io be priated 
at the last session, being more than five or 
months ago. This letter, however, from Mes 
Blair and Rives, explained it, t appeared that 
the delay was all owing to this contiove:sy between 

hem and the Clerk of the House. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved to refer the 
letter to the Com nitiee on Accounts; but tas me- 
tion was subsequently wiihdrawn. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved the followin 

Resolved, That a select commies be s 
and that the letter of J. ©. Rives, just read, 
ferred to that committee. 

Mr. MORGAN offered an amendment instraet- 
ing the committee lo inquire ss to whether 
Clerk was interested in the contract with Langtree 
and O'Sulivan for faraishing stationery to; this 
House. 

Mr. REED submitted an additional amendment 
instracting the eommities to extend the inquiry toe 
the lithographing and engraving of maps, 

After some debate ofa desultory character, the 
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amendments were withdrawn. The resolution of 

Mr. DAVIS was then agreed to; and,on motion of 

Mr. ADAMS, the letter ordered to be printed. 
COLLECTION OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, reporied a bill from the 
Committee on Manufactures, entitled “A bill to 
insure the more faithful execution of the laws re- 
lating to the collection of duties on imports,” 
which was read a first and second tme, and or- 
dered to be printed. i 

Mr. BARNARD asked the consent of the House 
to introduce a bill (of whieh intention he had given 
previous notice) on the subject of bankrapicy. 

Objection beicg made, leave was not granted. 

NAVY PENSIONS. 

The next business in order was the motion of 
Mr. Gappinas to reconsider the vote by which the 
bili making appropriation for the payment of navy 
pensions had been passed, cen aining an amend- 
ment repealing the act of 1837. 

The previous guestion, on the reconsideration, 
having been demanded by Mr. JAMESON, 

Mr. ADAMS endeavored to prevail oa him to 
withdraw it. 

Mr. JAMESON was willing to oblige the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts ss soon as any member 
of the House, but could not, consistent with his du- 
ty, withdraw the call. 

The call for the previous question was then se- 
conded, and the main question, on the moien to 
reconsider, ordered to be put; and, being put, it 
was decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Méessrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Bond, Briggs, 
Brockway, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Clark, Cranston, Curtis, Cusbing, Edward Davies, 
John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Delict, Doe, Ed- 
wards, Everett, Gates, Giddings, Granger, Henry, 
Hani, James, Charies Juhnsion, Kemypshall. Lene, 
Leet, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Miichel, 
Mouaroe, loore, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Meor- 
row, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Peck, 
Profit, Randall, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Ed- 
ward Rodgers, Russell, Saliensiall, Slade, ‘Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Til- 
lisghast, Toland, Friplett, Trumball, John White‘ 
Thomas W. Willams, aud Wisthrop—69. 

NAYS—Mecssrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, 
Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Wiliam B. 
Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Clifloid, Connor, 
William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Dasa, 
Jobn Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Dun- 
cau, Earl, Eastman, Bly, Fise, Fisher, 
Floyd, Pornance, Galbrailh, Garland, 
Goode, Griffin, Fiabersham, Hand, Jehn 
Hiil of Virginia, Hill of North Carols 
Holmes, Hook, Hopki 
Jameson, Josepa Jol 
thaviel Jones, Keim, Ki 
Lowell, Bucas, MeCiellan, 
Marchand, Medul 
W. Morris, i 


Paynter, Pope, Prentiss, Reynold 


Lyi 
rr 


h, Parris, 
aes R 


Steen 
Thoin 


Jacob T homps 
David D. W 


wW. Wili 
Joseph L. Wu 
Na ms—i68. 
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roliva. 
Mr. PICKENS caid he expected the genileman 
from North Carolina [Mr. SranLY] would object 


to such doctrines. But, said Mr. P. let the reply 
of the Secretary of State be published, and then 
see whether the virtue, and patriotism, and intelli- 
gence of the people of this country will object to its 
spirit or doctrines; and if they do, then we are no 
longer an independent people. 

The motion to print was then agreed. to. 

Ata subsequent stage of the proceedings, = 

Mr. ALFORD moved a reconsideration of. the 
vole by which the above motion had been agreed 
to, and called for the reading of the documents, 
which. were read accordingly, as follows: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I herewith transmit to the House of Representa- 
lives a report from the Secretary of State, with ac- 
companying papers, in answer to iheir resolution 


of the 21st instant. 
M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasnincron, Dec. 28, 1840. 
DEPARTMENT OF Stare, 
Washington, Dec. 28, 1840. 

Sia: The Secretary of State, to whom has been 
referred the resolution of the House of Represen- 
ialives, dated the 21st instant, requesting the Presi- 
dent “to communicate to that House (it not in his 
opinion incompatible with the public interest): all 
the correspondence between this Government and 
that of Great Britain, or the officers or agents of 
either, or the officers and egents of this Govern- 
ment with the President or any of its Departments, 
which has not heretofore been communicated to 
that House, on the subject of the ourtage of burn- 
ing the Caroline on the Niagara frontier; and whe- 
ther there is any prospect of compensation being 
made to the owner of said beat for the loss thereof; 
and, also, whether any communications have been 
raade to this Government in regard to the arrest 
and imprisonment of —— MeLeod, by the autho- 
i of the State of New York, for being concert- 
ed in said outrage; and, if so, that he ecmmunicate 
a copy thereof to that House,” has the honor to re- 
port io the President, in answer to that resolution, 
tre accompanying papers. 

Respectfully submitted. 


To the Presinenr of the U. States, 
My. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth t 
Lucation.or ‘rug UNITED ES, 
London, July 2, 1839. ` 


4 x * 

{ regret to say that no answer has yet been given 
to my note in the care of the “Caroline.” F have 
med it prepec under the circumstances to 
> saviect without fariber instructions from 
sent. fit is the wish of the Governs 


ment that I should do so, I pray to be informed of 
it, and the degree cf urgency that I am to 
adopt. 


Mre Forsyik to Air. Stevenson.—Ea'ract. 
DEPARTMENT OF Stave, 
on, Lih September, 1839. 
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Mr. Fow to Mr. Forsyth. 

Woasniscron, December 13, 1840. 
: Lam informed by his Excellency the Li 
wemor of the. Provinee of Upper Cant 
Alexander MeLeod, a Eruish suk 
ie deputy skerid of the Nikawa distrie 
r Canada, was arrested at Lewis'on, in’ 
inte of New York, on the 12th oflast month, on’ 
a pretended charge of murder and arson, as havin 
aged in the capture and destrnetion of the 
piratical steamboat “Caroline,” in the month of 
December, 1837, Altera tedious and vexatious 


da 
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examination, Mr. McLeod was committed for trial, 
and he is now imprisoned in Lockport jail. l 

I feel it my duty tocallupon the Government of 
the United States to take prompt and effectual 
‘steps for the liberation of Mr. McLeod. It is well 
Known that the destruction of the steamboat 
“Caroline” was a public act of persons in her Ma- 
jesty’s service, obeying the order of their superior 
authorities. That aet, therefore, according to the 
usages of nations, can only bethe subject of dis- 
cussion between the two National Governments: 
Tt cannot justly be made the ground of legal pro- 
ceedings in ihe United States against the individu- 
als concerned, who were bound to obey the au- 
thorities appointed by their own Government. 

I may add that I believe it is quite notorious that 
Mr. McLeod was not one of the party engaged in 
the destruction of the steamboat “Caroline;” aad 
that the pretended charge upon which he has been 
imprisoned rests only upon the perjured testimo- 
ny of certain Canadian outlaws and their abettors, 
who, unfortunately for the peace of that neighbor- 
hood, are still permitted by the authorities of the 
State of New York to infest the Canadian frontier. 

The question, however, of whether Mr. McLeod 
was or was not concerned in the destruction of the 
“Caroline,” is beside the purpose of the present 
communication, That act was the public act of 
persous obeying the constituted authorities of her 
Majesty’s Province. The National Government 
of the United States thought themselves called upon 
ta remonstrate against it; and a remonstrance 
which tbe President did accordingly address to her 
Majesty’s Government, is still, I believe, a pending 
subject of diplomatic discussion between her Ma 
jesty’s Government and the United States Legation 
in London. I (eel, therefore, justified in expecting 
that the President’s Government will see the justice 
and the necessity of causing the present immediate 
release of Mr. McLeod, as wellas of taking such 
Steps. as may be requisite for preventing others of 
her Majesty’s subjects from being persecuted oj 
molested in the United States in a similar manne: 
for the future. 

It appears that Mr. McLeod was arrested on tht 
12th ultimo; that after the examination of wit 
nesses, he was finally committed for trial on tht 
18th, and placed in confinement in the jail of Lock 
port, awaiting the assizes, which will be held there 
in February next. As the case is naturally occa 
sioning a great degree of excitement and indigna 
tion within the British frontier, I earnestly hope 
that it may be in your power to give me an early 
and satisfactory unswer.to the present representa: 
ion, : 

I avail myself of this occasion to kenew to you 
the assurance of my distinguished consideration. 

H. 8. FOX, 
Hon. Jonn Forsyth, &e. &e. 


Mr, Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
DEPARTMENT of STATE, 
Washington, December 26, 1840. 

Sra: I have the honor to acknowledge, and have 
laid before the Pressdent, your letter of the 13:h 
instant, touching the arrest and imprisonment of 
Alexander McLeod, a British subject, and late 
Deputy Sheriff of the Niagara Disirict, in Uppet 
Canada, on a charge of murder and arson, as hav 
ing been engaged in the capture and destruction ol 
the steamboat “Caroline,” in the month of De 
cember, 1837, in respect to which you state that 
you feel it your duty to call upon the Government 
of the Uniied Sta'es to take prompt and effectua, 
sieps for the liberation of Mr. McLeod, and ta 
prevent others of the subjecis of her Majesiy, the 
Qeen of Great Britain, from being persecuted oi 
molested in a similar manner, for the future. 

This demand, with the grounds upon which itis 
mace, has been duly considered by the Presiden’, 
with a sincere desire to give to it such a reply as 
will not only manifest a proper regard fer the cha 
racter and rights of ihe Uniied States, bat, at the 
same time, tend to preserve the amicable relations 
which, sv advantageously for both, subsist. between 
this country and England, Of the reality of this 
disposition, and of the uniformity wih which 1 
has been evinced in :he many delicate end dificul 
questions which have arisen between the two coun 


tries in the last few years, no one can be more con- 
vinced than yourself. It is then with unfeigned 
regret that the President finds himself unable te 
recognise the validity of a demand, a complianes 
with which you deem ‘so material to the preserva 
tion of the good understanding which has bees 
hitherto manifested between the two countries. 

The jurisdiction of the several States which con 
stitute the Union is, within its appropriated sphera 
perfectly independent of the Federal Government 
The offence with which Mr. MeLeod is charged 
was committed within the territory, and against tht 
laws and citizens of the State of New York, andis 
one that comes clearly within the competency of he 
tribunals. It does, not, therefore present an occa: 
sion where, under the Constitution and Jaws of the 
Unicn, the interposition called for would be pro: 
per, or for which a warrant can be found 
in th? powers with which the Federal Executive is 
invested. Nor would the circumstances to which 
you bave referred, or the reasons you have urged, 
Justify the exertion of such a power, if it ex 
isted. The transaction out of which the question 
arises, presents the case of a most unjustifiable in- 
vasion, in time of peace, of a portion of the territory 
of the United States, by a band of armed men front 
the adjacent territory cf Canada, the forcible cap 
ture by them within our own waters, and the subse 
qnent destruction of a steamboat, the property of a 
citizen of the Uniled States, and the murder of one 
or more American citizens. If arrested at the time, 
the offenders might unquestionably have been 
brought to justice by the judicial authorities of the 
State within whose acknowledged territory these 
crimes were committed; and their subsequent vo 
luntary entrance within that territory, places them 
in the same situation. The President is not 
aware of any principle of international law, or 
indeed of reason or justice, which entitles such of: 
fenders to impunity before the legal tribunals, 
when coming voluntarily within their independent 
and undoubted jurisdiction, because they acted in 
obedience to their superior authorities, or because 
their acts have become the subject of diplomatic 
discussion between the twoGovernments. These 
methods of redress, the legal prosecution of the of. 
fenders, and the application of their Government 
for satisfaction, are independent of each other, and 
may be separately and simultaneously pursued, 
The avowal or justification of the outrage by the 
British authorities, might be a ground of complaint 
with the Government of the United States, distinel 
from the violation of the territory and laws of the 
State of New York. The application of the Go: 
verament of the Union to that of Great Britain, for 
the redress of an authorized outrage of the peace, 
dignity, and rights of the United States, cannot 
deprive the State of New York of her undoubted 
right of vindicating, through the exercise of -het 
judicial power, the property and lives of her citi: 
zens. You have very properly regarded the al- 
leged absence of Mr. McLeod from the scene ol 
the offence at the tine when it was committed, ai 
not material to the decision of the present question 
That isa matter to be decided by legal evidence; 
and the sincere desire of the President is, that it 
may be satisfactorily established. If the de 
struction of the Caroline was a public act of per 
sons in her Majesty’s service, obeying the order ol 
their superior authorities, this fact has not been be: 
fore communicated to the Governmest of the United 
States by a person authorized to make the admis. 
sien; and it will be for the esurt which has taken 
cognizance of the offence with which Mr. McLeod 
is charged, to decide upon its validity when legally 
established before it. 

The President deems this to be a proper occasion 
to remind the Government of her Britannic Ma- 
jes'y that the case of the “Caroline” has been lorg 
since brought to tbe attention of ker Majesty’s 
principal Secretary of Siate for Foreign Affairs, 
whe, up to this day, has not communicated its de- 

ision thereupon. H is hoped that the Government 
of her Majesty will perecive the importance of no 
longer leaving the Government of the United 
States uninformed of its views and intentions upon 
asubjeet which has naturally produced much ex- 
asperation, and which kas led to such grave cons2- 
quences, 


+ 


I avail myself of nis en o renew ls you 

rance of my distinguished consideration. 
moon 7OSNS'OHN FORSYTH. 
H. S. Fox, esq. &c. &e. &e. : 

The documents accompanying the President's 

message, in relation to the ` 

BURNING OF THE STEAMBOAT CAROLINE, 
having been read, and the question being on the re~ 
consideration of the vote by which 5,000 extra co- 
pies had been ordered to be printed, - 

Mr. ALFORD said he was happy that he had 
moved the reconsideration, and that he was now sa- 
tisfied, having heard the papers read, that they 
they ought to be printed. He was satisfied that the 
auswer of Mr. Forsyth was a good State Rights 
paper; and he should think that his instincts of jus- 
tice were blunted by party spirit, if he were capa- 
ble of doing injustice to that officer under any cir» 
cumstances. He (Mr. A.) hoped that the party 
strife which had just passed had not blunted the in- 
stinels of justice of the great Whig party of the 
United States, nor of the State Rights party, of 
which he had lived an humble member, and of 
which he hoped to die a member. He was satis- 
fied that the rights of the Empire State of New 
York had been vindicated by the Secretary of State 
in an able and dignified manner; and he was sorry 
to say that this was the only paper coming from 
that Department that he could commend in that 
light. 

As regarded his sympathy towards the Northeas- 
tern territory, he, as a Southern man, had not 
more than he ought to have; but he did know 
that the Lion of England had been growling for his 
prey on that Northeastern boundary long ago. As 
an American citizen, he felt humbled at the reflec- 
tion that, under tke administration of Martin Van 
Buren, the Eag'e of his country had cowered under 
the Liun of England; he felt humbled that a coun- 
try which, even in the days of the Revolution, was 
strong enough to defend its rights, should now per- 
mit the Queen of England to deprive them of every 
thing. Aggression after aggression had been com- 
mitted, and it would continue to be so so long as 
the head of the Executive Government failed to de- 
fend the dostrines contained in this document. 

Mr. A. then withdrew the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. STANLY renewed it. ae 

Mr. HOLMES of South Carolina said he was 
quite delighted with this debate; not, however, be- 
cause the incidental question of State rights had 
been introduced, for that was about the same thing 
as the Constitution, which every man construed 
according to his own taste. But he was delighted 
because the gentleman from Georgia had given his 
approval to at least one act of the Administration. 
Te was glad that one member of the opposite party 
had the generosity to acknowledge them in the 
right for once. The gentleman had, however, 
touched on the very imporiant subject of the North- 
eastern boundary. He had said that the Lion of 
England had growled, while we paid no regard to 
it, ete. Now he (Mr. H.) wished to know whe- 
ther the remarks made by that gentleman were to 
be considered ominous of the future action of the 
new Administration? Were we not to judge, from 
the remarks made by one of its friends, that we 
were to be precipitated into a conflict with this 
mighty power, prepared and armed at every point, 
and that, too, for a line of demarcation? If they 
were to rush into the conflict—if the South was to 
be prostrated, he was thankful that gentlemen had 
shown their hands, that tke South might know that 
ore of the resuits attending the triumph of this 
great party, was a question of territorial war, 

Mr. ALFORD replied to these remarks, and 
said that he had not spoken in behalf of the coming 
Adminisiration. He had it not in his eye or his 
mind at the time he spoke; he. knew nothing of its 
secrets nor its intentions. He had had no confe- 
rence with its friends, nor had his advice ever been 
asked. He spoke for himself-—he spoke the senti- 
merits of his own heart, when he said that the Lion 
of England had growled for its prey on the North- 
eastern boundary. Whatever might be the opinion 
of the genlieman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Hotmes,] be (Mr. A.) would express his belief 
that, if ever the issue of which the gentleman spoke 
did come, the State ef South Carolina would be 
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seen in the first.ranks, gallantly defending the ho- 
nor, and maintaining the rights of the nation. This 
much he could say—he being one of the first born 
of nullification out of South Carolina—that South 
Carolina would be the last to hide her head, if the 
country should ever be engaged in a war with Bri- 
tain. His own wish was, that we never might have 
war with her on this or any other question, if it 
could be honorably avoided. 

For the part which he had taken in the recent 
victorious struggle, he claimed no honor distinct 
from his colleagues and his country; and in charac- 
terizing as he had done the communication of Mr. 
Forsyth, he (Mr. A ) had done only that which a 
sense of justice dictated. 

Mr. CUSHING, after some preliminary re- 
marks in relation to the great importance of the 
subject involved in the documents, called particu- 
lar attention to the fact, that this was the first time 
it had been officially avowed that the outrage on 
the Caroline was authorized by the Government of 
Great Britain. You will perceive, said Mr. C. 
that Mr. Pox says: 

“Tt is weil kaown that the destruction of the 
steamboat Caroline wasa public act of persons 
in her Majesty’s service, obeying the order of their 
superior authorities.” 

He (Mr. C.) denied that the fact, that the out- 
rage being perpetrated under the authority of the 
British authorities, had been “well known,” as al- 
leged by Mr. Fox. Two years ego, Lord Palmer- 
sion was asked that question, but it had never 
been avowed until the present time. Therefore, 
he would repeat that the assertion as to the fact 
now avowed being “well known,” was, in point of 
fact, untrue. This had been very properly noticed 
by the Secretary of Siate in his reply to Mr. Fox, 
as follows: 

“If the destruction of the Caroline was a public 
act of persons in her Majesty’s service, obeying the 
order of their superior authorities, this fact has not 
been before communicated to the Government of 
the United States.” 

The fact of this avowal, however, gave the sub- 
ject an importance which it did not before possess. 
Mr, C. then proceeded to show that as the autho- 
rities of the Colonial Provinces had punished 
American citizens engaged in piratical acts on their 
coast, by a parity of reasoning the Siate of New 
York had the same right to punish persons engaged 
in piratical acts within her waters. 

Mr. C. then entered into a vindication of the 
friends of General Harrison, and complained that 
while at-one time they were charged with being the 
allies and tools of Great Britain, they were now 
charged with a design to involve the country in 
war with that power. Fic denied both the charges. 

Mr. DUNCAN demanded of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusminc] when and 
where the Administration had charged the Whigs 
with being the “tools of Great Britain.” Let the 
member lay his finger upon the place where it had 
been asserted by any paper, or present, if he could, 
any such extract to the House. The Whig party 
had not been charged by the Van Buren press with 
being the “tools” of Great Britain; but they had 
been charged with being under the influence of the 
moneyed aristocracy of that country—under the 
influence of British gold. And, said Mr. D. I 
would advise gentlemen, before they engage insuch 
debates as these, first to clear themselves trom that 
charge. Let the gentleman from Massachusetis 
pause before making such a charge against the De- 
mocratic party, and clear his own party from the 
jast charge of acting under the influcace of the 
moneyed aristocracy of Great Britain. Mr. D. 
here desired the Clerk to read an extract from a 
paper he held in his hand; but 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
subject on which the gentleman was speaking was 
not in order on a motion to reconsider the printing 
of documents. 

Mr. DUNCAN was perfectly willing to speak in 
order; but if he was out of order in showing the 
falsity of a cuarge against the Administration, why 
was not the gentleman who made that charze 
called to order? Mr. D. said the charge against 
the Democratic pariy having been made, and he 
having denied it, hs was now about to prove that 


the Whigs and the institutions of the country were 
governed and managed by the moneyed aristocracy 
of England. f 

After some conversation of a desulicry cha- 
racter, 

Mr. STANLY withdrew his motion to reconsi-, 
der. So the question was no longer before the 
House. 

REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS. 

The following bills from the Senate were twice 
read, and referred as follows : 

An act granting a pension to Lemuel White ; 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

An act for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow 
of Elijah Barnes; to the Committee on Revola- 
tionary Pensions. 

An act granting a pension to David Walter; to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

An act for the relief Samuel Collins; to the 
Commitice on Revolutionary Pensions. 

An act for the relief Joseph Bassett ; to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to procure steam vessels for the revenue ser- 
vice; to the Committee on Commerce. 

An act for the relief of Joab Seeley ; to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

An act for the relief William P. Rathbone; to 
the Committee of Claims. 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Richard T. Banks; to the Committee of Ciaims. 

An act to pay Ben Murphy, of Arkansas, for 
corn, catile, &e.; to the Committee of Claims, 

An act making an appropriation for the removal 
of the raft in Red river; to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

An act to amend the act to authorize the State of 
Tennessee to issue grants to lands and settle claims 
to vacant lands, passed 18:h of April, 1806; to the 
Committee on Publie Lands. 

An act for the benefit of the Selma and Tennes- 
see Railroad Company; to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

An act, further to amend the act to provide for 
taking the sixth census or enumeration of the in- 
habitants of the United States; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

An act allowing drawback on foreign merchan- 
dise exported in the original package to Chihuahua 
to Santa Fe, in Mexico; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, with instructions to inquire into the pro- 
priety of extending the same privilege to the ex- 
portations to the adjoining dominions of Great 
Britain. 

An act for the relief of the corporate authorities 
of Mobile; to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

SCHOOLS FOR INDIANS. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio asked leave to move a re- 
solution which was read at the Clerk’s tabie; and 
no objection being made, the resolution was intro- 
duced, and it was agreed to, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House in what manner that part of 
the 20th article of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw nation, made at Dancing 
Rabbit Creek, and dated September 27, 1830, has 
been executed, which stipulates that “for the bene- 
fitand advantage of the Choctaw people, and to 
improve their condition, thers shall be educated 
under the direction of the President and at the ex- 
pense of the United States, forly Cheeiaw youths 
for twenty years.” 

And that he communicate copies of all such re- 
gulations as may have been adopted, of orders is 
sued, and correspondence had, relating to the exe- 
cution of that ulation, and state what amount 
of moncy has been appropriated, and what amount 
expended on acecunt thereof; what agent or agents 
have been employed, their names, number, and | 
compensation; whether an academy or other school 
has been established for the education of the Choe- 
taw youthr, and at what time and place; whether 
teachers have bren employed, and the names, pum- | 
ber, and compensation of each; what namber of 
the Choctaw youths, or other persons, if any, have 
been received into, or educated at, such school, and 
at what cost per scholar; what buildings, if any, 
have been erected for the accommodation of such 
school, and at what cost; and what branches cf 

a 


learning have been taught there; and how many. 
pupils have graduated, and in what term of time 
after their admission; and what is the present num- 
ber of teachers and pupils belonging to the school. 

And that he be required to make a similar report 
and statement in regard to the execution of so much 
of the same article of said treaty as provides that 
“fifty thousand ‘dollars, viz: twenty-five hundred 
dollars annually, shall be given for the support of 
three teachers of schools for twenty years.” 

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS, : 

The States and Territories were then called for 

etitions. They were presenied by 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 

Mr. DOWNING, of Florida. 

Mr. CRARY, of Mibhigan. 

Mr. JAMESON, of Missouri. 

{Mr. Jameson presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Missouri on the subject of . the 
northern boundary of that State. Also, the memo- 
rial from same on the subject of the swamp lands; 
and also, the petition of Wm. Turney for an ad- 
ditional pension. The two last of which were re- 
‘ferred to the appropriate committees, and the first 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed.] 

Messrs. CRABB and DILLET, of Alabama. 

Messrs CASEY and REYNOLDS, of Illinois. 

{Mr. Ruynotps presented the petition. of 121 
ciijzens of Williamson county, Hilinois, praying 
for a change of the mail ronte from Golconda to: 
Frankfortin said State, so as to pass Marion, the 
county seat of said Williamson county: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.} 

Messrs. LANE, CARR, and DAVIS, of Ins 
diana. 

[Mr. Carr presented the petition of Alexander 
Chambers, of Indiana, asking a pension: referred. 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.] 

Messrs. SWENEY, STARK WEATHER, 
WELLER, MASON, and MEDILL, of Ohio. 

Mr, TURNEY, of Tennessee. 

[Mr. Turney presented the petition of Samuel 
Parnel, of Tennessee, Jate a volunteer in Florida, 
praying an investigation into the causes of the 
great delay to pay for the horses lost in Florida: 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
tobe printed] 

Messrs. UNDERWOOD, GREEN, TRIP- 
LETT, and BUTLER, of Kentucky. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, of Georgia. 

Messrs. THOMPSON, BUTLER, and PICK- 
ENS, of South Carclina. 

Mr. DEBERRY, of North Carolina. 

Messrs. BEATTY, HENRY, KEIM, TO- 
LAND, and FORNANCES, of Pennsylvania. 

[Mr. Kem presented the petitions of Margaret 
Giencer, Maria E. Fox, and Susanna Mellon, pen- 
sioners under the act of 7th July, 1838, praying. a 
ceniinuance of pension, Also, the petition of 
Philip Auspach, asking for arrears of pension. ] 

[Mr. Torann remarked that he was desirous of 
presenting a memorial of the Anti-slavery Society 
of Eastern Pennsylvania, which prayed for achange 
cr amendment of the Constitution of the United | 
States, regarding the toleration of slavery. He 
did not conceive, inasmuch as it asked for an alte- 
ration ia the fundamental law of the land, that it 
came withia the rule of the House prohibiting the 
reception of pelitioas upon the subject of slavery; 
that the Speaker, however, might think different- 
ly; and that, for the purpose of ascertaining his 
orinicn, he would send him the memorial to exa- 
mine at his seat. Bir. T. also remarked, that if 
the Speakur decided that tae memorial came under 
the rule, he should feel it his duty to take an ap- 

nen). ; 
p Toe Geraner exained the memorial, and ob- 
served ihat be was not surprised at the doubts of 
the i en, thai he feit it, however, to be his 
daty te ibat it did come within the class ex- 
cluded by the rule; but that he had no objection to 
the appeal which Mr. T. said he would take. 
BAr. Torann then took the appeal—the question 
was pat, ani the Speakxa’s decision was affirmed 
without a division | 

Messrs. MONTANYA, JACKSON, BREW- 
STER, KEMPSHALL, ALLEN, HAND, ELY, 
MITCHELL, MORGAN, MONROE, CHIT. 
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TENDEN, RUSSELL, FILLMORE, PECK, and 
GRANGER, of New York. 

(Mr. Hano presented a memorial of 86 citizens 
of Plattsburgh, New York, praying the passage of 
a general bankrupt law; referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. Also,a memorial of Elkanah 
Watson, setting forth the advantage to the United 
States of a railroad for military and other purposes 
between Port Kent, on Lake Champlain, and Og- 
densburgh, &e. &c. Also, on his motion, the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged 
fromthe further consideration. of the petition of 
Hugh Malloy; and the same was referred to’ the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. Also; the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged 
from the consideration of the petition of John 
Arheart; and the same was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims.] 

(Mr. Barwsrer presented the memorial of Geo. 
H. McWhorter and several hundred other citizens 
of Owego co. N. Y. in relation to the piers and 
mole at Oswego: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered that the memorial be 
printed. ] ‘ 

[Mr. Jackson presented the memorial of Capt. 
Noah Mason, keeper of the light-house at Sands 
Point, N. Y. asking compensation for moneys ex- 
pended by him in improving the property belong- 
ing to the United States at that place.] 

[Mr. Moraan presented the petition of Willet 
Lounsbury, Hiram Rathbun, and 54 other citizens 
of Cayuga co, N. Y. fora general bankrupt law. 
The petition of G. S. Murphy , Isaac Sclover, and 71 
other citizens of the same, for the same. The pe- 
tition of Thomas Y. How, jr. for the issuing of a 
patent, and for other relief ] 

_ Mr. EASTMAN, of New Hampshire. 

Mr. RANDALL, cf Maine. 

Mr. SLADE, of Vermont. 

Mr. BOARDMAN, of Connecticut. 

Mr. CRANSTON, of Rhode Island. 

Messrs. BRIGGS, CUSHING, PARMENTER, 
REED, SALTONSTALL, ADAMS, and CAL- 
HOUN, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. ADAMS presented a letter, which he con- 
sidered ìn the nature of a petition, from a Mr. At- 
tree, of New York, who considered his character 
as a Reporter and a man injuriously assailed by 
the treading, in the Fouse of Representatives, by 
Mr. Monnow, of New York, of a letier from Mr. 
Jaffray of that city, in which a report made by said 
Aliree was represented as a burlesque of a speech 
delivered by Mr. Jaffray at a certain meeting held 
in New York, and by the remarks of Mr. Monnez 
and Mr. Wisg thereon. Mr, A. said he did not 
know the individual, nor did he know he bad ever 
seen him, ualess it might have been once, when he 
was engaged in reporting a lecture which Mr. A. 
had delivered (on any thing bnt polities) shortly 
before the commencement of tbe present session; 
but he presented*’and would ask for the reading of 
the letter as an act of justice to the person con- 
cerned. 

Borne remarks fell fram Mr. A. which related to 
the part Mr. Mowrow had iaken in the debate on 
the bill reyorted by Mr. A. for the prevention of 
frauds on the revenue. 

T'he leiter having been read— 

Mr. MONROE of New York expre 
> and regret that the houoral 
sachaseris bad- thought iip 
matter Hke this before that s 
communication, as pablis 


d Bis sur- 
nileman fram 
w to bring a 
sembly. 
kieorald, h 


egn 
fi 


contain something personal to nhascif and the ho- 
norable genteman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise.) 
He had carefully examined it teosee whether the 
writer, inany partof if, had taken exception to 
the course of the honorable Mr. Wise and himself 
in what they hed said, a few days since, in rela- 
tion tothe report cf Adc. Jafiray’s speech, and he did 
not so understand the writer. In wbai Mr. BL had 
said, ia the spur of the moment, he had had no inten- 
tion to callin question the qualidcations of Mr. 
Atiree as a Reporter, or the accuracy of the Herald; 
buf ke had, on a perusal of his repori of Mr, Jat- 
fray’s speech on the neesssity of the merchants of 
New York employing an agent at Washington, i 


been led at once to conclude that it must have been 
a burlesque of the speech actually delivered; for he 
could not believe that any one, who wished, as 
Mr. Jaffray did, to prevent the passage of a law 
in Congress, could ever beso- blind to his own 
interests. as to make such a speech as that given 
as his in the New York Herald. 

But further: Mr. Jaffray had himself published, 
in that very paper, a letter or card, positively de- 
nying the correctness of the report, and represent- 
ing it as a caricature of his remarks; which card 
had been published in the Herald, withont editorial 
comment. or remark, to his knowledge. Hence 
Mr. M. concluded, of course, as any man would 
naturally conclude, that the report was admitted by 
the editor to have been, as it was charged to be, a 
mere playfal burlesque. Mr. M. said he was not 
there to defend Mr. Jaffray, nor was he there to as- 
sail any man. When the report of Mr. Jaffray’s 
letter had been read, he perceived that it had more 
effect in the House than he couid have thought it 
atall likely to have; and apprehending that the 
character of the great body of the merchants of 
New York might possibly be injuriously affected by 
the impression it produced, and from the comments 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] 
on the proceedings of the meeting at which it had 
been delivered, Mr. M. as in duty bound, had risen 
in their defence, and had endeavored to show that 
they were in no wise justly implicated. As to this 
Mr. Attree, Mr. M. had no doubt he was ene of 
the best reporters in this country. He had said no- 
thing agaiust his capacity or character, but he had 
henestly supposed the report wasa burlesque. He 


repeated that he had not risen ta defend Mr. Jaffray ` 


or to at'aci the editor or teporter of the Herald, 
but merely to perform a duty to his constituents, by 
preventing misapprehension on this floor. As an 
evidence of the total contempt in whieh this whole 
matter was regarded in New York, in all the letters 
he had received from that city, not a word was said 
in any one of them about it. In fact, it was too 
ridiculous an affair for Mr. M. to have any thing 
further to do with, and he washed his hands of it. 

Mr. ADAMS said that, if the gentleman from 
New Yerk [Mr. Moyne] had alluded to him as 
intending, in any remarks be had submitted, to in- 
jure the character of the merchants of New York— 

Mr. MONROE prompily interposed to disavow 
any such idea; he was fully aware that the honora- 
ble gentleman from Massachusetts wou'd be one of 
the very lastmen unjastly to assail the reputation of 
so respectable a bedy of men, or of any other class 
of citizens throughout this country. 

Mr. ADAMS said this was sufficient for him. 
No mau cherished a higher respect for the mer- 
chants of New York than he did; those, especially, 
who were in a proper sense American merchants. 
But the meeting, calling itself a meeting of the 
merchants of New York, consisted of a very diffe- 
rent description of persons; being composed, chiefly, 
of Scotehmen and Yorkshire clothier:, the very 
men against whose frauds the bill he had introduced 
was aimed. As to the remarks of Mr. Jaffray on 
bunself, he should say nothing, save to that por- 
tion of them which charged him with “having been 
closeted for two hours with the Collector of New 
York” woea Mr. A. was coming on to Congress— 
ich be plead guiliy; he had been closeted wiih 
that oflicer, though not quite for two hours. He had 
gone at the request of the Collector, who, hearing of 
his being in the eity, had sent a note to him to cee 
him atthe custom-housc; end in that conversution 
the Collector had expressed a very strong desire that 
teat portion of the bill to prevent frauds cn the re- 
veunc, which Mr. A. had tormeily reperied to this 
Mouse, should be reperted again. With Mr, Hoy 
orwith Mr. Benjamin F. Buver, Mr. A. conid cigim 
kule political sympaihy; but he had gone as he was 
requested; and (here it was stated to him ihat the 


fraads cemp'ained of were going on still, and ihat 
the Was as necessary now as it had ever been; 


and the Collector had 
whoever he might! he, 
tary of the Treasury entertained the same desire 
for th passage of the bill. Aad Mr. A. would do 
both these cficers cf Government the justice to say 


observed that his 
wold find itso. 


tbat he believed, in this matter, they were disposed | 
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to discharge their public duty with fidelity; and he 


was willing, in this thing, to.give to the proper 
wishes of the Treasury Department all the sup- 
port in that House he was able. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON moved that so 
much of the President's message as relates to mili- 
tary affairs be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. oN ee 

Mr. ADAMS objected.. He said that the prae- 
tice for some years had been for the House to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and for some friend ef the President then 
to portion out the President’s message among the 
appropriate committees, by which means the whole 
of that document came under the consideration of 
the House. It was a good practice, and presented 
the only mode by which the House could get full 
possession of every part of the message. But, 
within the last few years, examples had crept in 
which he hoped, for all future times, would stand 
as warnings and not as admonitions, of not con- 
sidering the message in Commitiee of the Whole, 
but of individual gentlemen picking out particular 
subjects in it, and having them referred to their 
own commitiees. This practice was not only 
irregular, but highly inexpedient and injurious, 
producing witer confusion in the legislation of the 
House. It prevented the House trom getting the 
whole message under its discussion; and that 
which it did discuss was discussed under expo- 
sure, every moment, to the previous question, 
by which free discussion and full and ripe consi- 
deration was prevented. Here a gentleman wanted 
one particular portion of the message referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs: but as Mr, A. 
considered the portions of the message on that sub- 
ject as highly important, he desired the whole mes- 
sage should first be considered in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; and he felt the 
rather anxious on this point becavse the gentleman 
ai the head of the military committee at the last 
session had proposed to add some 1,500 or 1,600 
men to the standing army of the United States. If the 
House did go into Committee of the Whole, Mr. 
A. should very probably deliver sentiments on seve 
eral of the subjects it contained very different from 
those expressed by the President. He hoped the 
gentleman would change his motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON consented, in pursuance of 
this suggestion, to change his motion for one to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the President's 
message, and make it the special order on Monday 
next. He denied, expressly, that the bill to which 
ihe honorable gentleman had alluded as introduced 
last session did propose to augment, by a single 
officer or man, the standing army of the United 
States; but its object was to protect a frontier ex- 
posed to the utmost dangers from savage depreda- 
tion and massacre. 

The motion, requiring twc-thirds, was not agreed 
to. 
Whereupon Mr THOMPSON gave notice that 
he should renew his motion on Monday next. 

THE NEW JERSEY ELECTION. 

While petitions were being presented to-day, 
Mr. GARRET DAVIS, of Kentucky, asked leave 
to move the following resolution, which was read 
and objected to: ; 

Whereas the majority of this House, about the 
close of the last session of Congress, did decide that 
Peter D. Vroom, Pailemon Dickerson, William R. 
Cooper, Daniel B. Ryall, and Joseph Kille, were 
“estitied to occupy as members of the House of 
tepresentatives the five contested seats from the 
State of New Jersey;” and said majority, with the 
exception of the members on the Committee of 
Elections, had bad no opportunity of examining 
the testimony relating to said contested seats, and 
yet recused to permi:said testimony to be read to 
the House, and proceeded to adjadge and decide 
the right to said scats in utier ignorance of the 
merits of the contest; therefore, ; 

Be it resolved, Taat the aforesaid decision of the 
majority of this House ought to be rescinded, set 
aside, and held for naught. 

Resolved, That this House will, in conformity to 
all precedent, to the decency, dignity, and justice 
ofsuch proceedings, and to the sanction of their 
oaths and their duty as judges of the case, thorough- 
ly exemine the testimony, taken by its order, in 
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relation to the conflicting claims to said seats, and 


will then impartially decide the right of the said 
Peter D. Vroom, Philemon Dickerson, Wm. R. 
Cooper, Daniel B. Ryall, and Joseph Kille, of the 
one part, and of John B. Aycrigg, Charles ©. 
Stratton, J. B. Maxwell, William Halstead, and 
T. Jones Yorke, of the other part, to them. 

Mr. RANDOLPH gave notice of a. bill to deter- 
mine by law the day for the annual meeting of 
Congress. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, all the memorials 
and other papers on file in relation to French spo- 
liatioas previous to 1800, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs; and he gave notice that 
he should call the attention of the House to this sub- 
ject on Thursday, the 7th of January next. 

Mr. GRAVES obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of Mary Hunter; which was twice 
read, and committed for to-morrow. 

Mr. LANE obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
confirm to the State of Indiana the land selected by 


© her for that portion of the Wabash and Erie Canal 


which lies between the mouth of the Tippecance 
river and Terre Haute, and for other purposes; 
which bill was twice read, and referred to the Com- 
miltee on the Judiciary. 

The following resolutions were introduced on 
leave during the presentation of petitions, and were 
agreed to by the House: 

By Mr. MOORE: 

Resolved, That the letter of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, dated July 10, 1840, transmitting the re- 
port of the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
in relation to the claims filed in the land office at 
Opelousas, under the act of 6h February, 1835, for 
the final adjustment of claims to land in the State 
of Louisiana, with all the dccuments, be referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. BEIRNE: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Ofics 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a post rou'e from Pales- 
tine, in the county of Greenbrier, Virginia, to the 
Red Sulphur Spring, in Monroe county, in said 
State. 

By Mr. POPE: 

Resolved, That the Csmmittee on the Post Oflice 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency and justice of establishing a post route 
from Springfield to Maxville, in Washington coun- 
ty, Kentueky, and from Maxville to Harrodsburg, 
in Mercer, and of providing by law for havisg the 
mail carried on said route as formerly. 

By Mr. A. V. BROWN: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of granting pensions to Rowland Ledbetter, 
Aleathea Allen, widow of Daniel Allen, and Corne- 
lius Webb. 

On motion of Mr. TRIPLETT, 

The House adjourned over till Monday next. 


IN SENATE, 
Mownpay, January 4, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the memo- 

rialof the Council ard House of Representatives 
of the Territory of Iowa, praying an act to autho- 
rize the survey and estimate for a canal from 
Towa City to some poiat on the Cedar River, in 
said Territory; which was referred to the Coramit- 
tee on Roads and Canals, 
* Also, the memorial of the Council and House of 
Representatives of the Territory of lowa, praying 
an appropriation for the improvement ef certain 
roads; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Also, the'memoryial of the Council and House of 
Representatives of the Territory of Iowa, praying 
an appropriation for the improvement of the Terri- 
torial road in said Territory; which was referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also,‘a report from the Secretary of Stats, with 
the names and compensations of the clerks em- 
ployed in that office; which waslaid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Navy, 
with a statement of the expenditures of the contin- 
gent fund of that Department. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the 


Treasury, transmitting a report of the Commis- 
sioner of the Generali Land Office, containing a 
statement of its operations during parts of the year 
1839 and 1840; which was laid on the tabie and 
ordered to be printed. f 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of David Pat- 
ney; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of one 
hundred and seventy citizens of Michigan, praying 
the passage of a general bankrupt law; which, as 
a bill on the subject had been already reported, was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. N. presented the petition of citizensof Ma- 
comb county, Michigan, praying for the imposition 
of a duty on foreign silks; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. N. also presented the petition of citizens of 
Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the improvement cf 
the harbor of Pori Sheldon. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, praying for a discontinuance 
of the spirit portion of the navy ration, and the sub- 
stimtion of healthful beverages therefor; which 
wes referred ta the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 


Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of two citi- ~- 


zens of Ohio, praying the passage of a general 
bankrupt law; which was laid en the table. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of Wil- 
liam C. Anderson; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr, NICHOLAS presented the” petition of the 
New Orleans and Carrollton Railroad Company; 
which was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. PORTER presented tho petition of the Se- 
ciety of Friends in the Biais of Michigan, praying 
the abolition of slavery and the siave trade in the 
Distrist of Columbia and the Territories of the 
Tnited States, 

Qn motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the mo- 
tion of reception way lait on the table. T 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition 
of Walker Kinkle and Carothers; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Reuben E. 
Gentry and others; which was referred to the Com- 
mitteeon Indian Affairs, 

Mr. CLAY of Kenincky presented two petitions 
in favor of abolishing the spirit portion of ine navy 
ration, and the subsiiiution of healthful beverages 
therefor; which were referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition ef the heirs 
of Dr. William Ramsey, of Lieutenant Enoch 


K. Withers, of Captain John Hawkins, of Dr. 
William Rumney, of Lieutenant Jos. Blackwell, of 
Jchn and Henry Banks; which were severally re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of How- 
land Dyer; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. R. also presented the p 
Macrey, of George W. Jones, of Rabert Roberts, 
and of Caleb Fiddy; which were severally referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition 
liam Depeyster and Henry A. Cruger; WA 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. NICHOLAS, ihe petition and 
papers of Estevan Plauche, new on file, was re- 
ferred to the Comralifee on Private Land Ciaims. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the pettion and pa- 
pers of Samnel Mackay vere permitted to be with- 
drawn from the filesef the Senate. 

Mr, SMITH, from the Committee on the Jadi- 
ciary, to which was referred the memorial of the 
Legislative Council of the Territory of Iowa, pray- 
ing a change in the organic law of said Perritorr, 
made an adverse report thereon; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, frem the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher and 
and the heirs and legal represeniatives of Bartholo- 
mew Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Campan; and 


of Wil- 


A 


a 


ions of Fontaine. 


The bill for the relief of Joseph Kennedy; ~~ 
reported the same without amendment. i 

Mr. KING, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to intredace a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of. John Scott; 
which was read twice, and referred to thé Com- 
tee on Indian Affairs, Fh : 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Thos. 
S. Clarke, made an adverse report thereon; which: 
was ordered to be printed. f 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on’ the’ Li- 
brary, to which was referred the petition of John 
Landis, made an unfevorable report thereon, and 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tien, which was considered, and agreed to: 

Reselzed, That the Secretery of the Treasury be 
directed to inform the Senate what amount of mo- 
ney, being a balance found to their credit on the 
books of the branch of the Bank of the United 
States at Washington city, was paid into the. Trea- 
sury by the surviving commis:ioners under the act 
for the seitlement of the Mississippi land claims, 
and the correspondence in relation thereto. ` 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and adopted: ~ . 

Resolued, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to inform the Senate, whether any ‘experi- 
ments have been made or authorized by him. to as- 
certain the fitness of American water rolled hemp 
for the use of the navy-—what progress has been 
made in such experiments, if any—the prospect of 
succeeding in the atlempt—aad whether any special 
legislation in relation to contracts fer supplying the 
navy with bemp would be necessary to the full and 
satixfactory decision of the question of the fitness 
or unfitness of American water rolled hemp for the 
use of the navy of the United States. 

The bill to confirm to the “State of Indiana the 
land selected by her for that portion of the Wabash 
and Erie Canal which lie: between the mouth of 
the Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for 
other purposes, was read a third time and passed. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 

relief of Clemens, Bryan and Company, was taken 
up and considered as in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the bill making 
compensation to the Sia'e of Maine for the services 
of her militia, was taken vp and considered as in 
committees of the whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the bill making 
compensation to the State of Rew Hampshire for 
the services of her militia, was taken up and con- 
sidered a3 in committee of the whole, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The bill for the relief of the Plumb Island 
Bridge and Turnpike Company 

The bill to refund to Noah Miller and others, a 
part of the procecds of the sale of the British 
slop Mary, and cargo, which were. captured by 
them, and libelled and sold for the benefit of the 
United States; 

The bill for the relief of John Moore; 

{be bl in addition ta an act for the relief of 
Welter Loomis and Abel Gay, were severally con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

GENERAL PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION 
LAW. : 

3 s> a permanent prospective 
pre-emption em, in favor of settlers on the 
public lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the 
same, ard raise a log eabin thereon, being the spe- 
cial order of the day, was fakea up, and 

LAY, of Alabama, addressed the Senae 
ail in explanation, and in favor of its provi- 
sions. He was followed by 

Mr. BENTON, whe also sooke at some length in 
faver of the meastre. 

After some remarks by Messrs. PRENTISS and 
MANGUM, Mr. M. offered to amend by inserting 
the word “white,” so as to confine the benefils of 
the bill to white persons, which was adopted—ayes 
37, nay 1, as follows: 


TS 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Ben‘on, Ba- 


chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Ken- 
tacky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Fulton, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Manguin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Preston, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Stargeon, 
Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
and Young-—~37. 

NAY—Mr. Porter—1. 

Mr. MANGUM then moved to amend, by ex- 
cepting aliens from the provisions of the bill, 
which was advocated by Messrs. MANGUM and 
CLAY. of Kentucky, aad oppesed by Messrs. BU- 
CHANAN, CLAY of Alabama, and BENTON; 
and the question on its adoption being taken, it 
was decided in the negative—ayes 12, nays 30, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Huntington, Knight, 
Mangum, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, and Rug- 
gles—12, 

WAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hender- 
son, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Moutan, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Perter, Roane, Rubin- 
son, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, 
Wall, Williams, Wright and Young—30. 

Mr. TAPPAN then moved to amend, by pro- 
viding that no person should be permiited to avail 
himself of the benefits of the bill more than once; 
which was agreed to without a division. 

The bill was then informally passed over, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, January 4, 1841. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
_ lowing communications, which were severally laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed, viz: 


1. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report from the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral Land Office, relative to the operations of that 
office during parts of the years 1839 and 1840, 

2. From the Comptroller of the Treasury, in 

“obodience to the act of 3d of March, 1809, “fur- 
ther to amend the several acts for the adjustment 
and regulation of the Treasury, War, and Navy 

we Deparimenis and of the act of 34 March, 1817, 
“Ato, provide for the prompt seidement of publie ac- 
counts, transmitting a list of the balances standing 
on the books of the revenne, which have remained 
unsettled by collectors of the customs and vihers, 
which have been due more than three years prior 

to the 30th of September, 1839. 

3. From the Secretary of the Navy, transrit- 
ting, in obedience to the act of Sil March, 1839, an 
abstract. of disbursements under the bead of Gen- 
tingent Expenses of tie Naval Establishment, as 
settled- znd allowed at the office of the Fourth 
Auditor of the Treasury, from the Ist cay of 
October, 1839, to the 30.h of September, 1840, in- 
clusively. 

4. From the Secretary of State, transmitting a 
list of the clerks employed in bis Departuient dur- 
ing the past year, and the compensation cf each. 

5. From the Secretary of War, vansmitting, in 
obedience to the modifed resolution of the House 

of Representatives of the 234 of December last, a 
reportof the Chief Engince, and of thy © leonel 
of Topographical Engincers, relative to the gus- 


pension of operations atthe public works on the | 


borders of the Western Jakes anden the Cuamber- 
land Road. 

6. A letter from the Clerk of the Rouse, 
lows: 

To the honorable the House of Representalives of the 

United States: 

I was not in my seat when a 
Rives, one of the Prinie:s to the 
sentatives, was laid b:for Hou 
from a repo:t of the pro 
that that letter had becn refe 
will merely state, that I bave seni ne f 
Stationer of the House, to be printed by him,” nor 
any other document, that could be claimed by the 
poblic Printer; that the “other persons paid for 
printing,” as found in my report in the contingent 


as fol- 


tier from I. C. 
tonse of Repre- 
As ! fears 


k 
¥. 


% 
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fund, were so paid, under an order of the House, 
directing me tobave the printing done, before a 
a public Printer was elected; and that, by a special 
written agreement made by Messrs, Blair and 
Rives, documents of the last session, sufficient for 
the usecf the members, were all to have been 
bound and delivered by them, at the beginning of 
present session. 

I learn, further, from a report of the proceedings 
of the House, that to the motion of reference, an 
amendment was offered, instructing the committee 
to “inquire whether the Clerk was interested in the 
contract with Langtree and O'Sullivan, and the con- 
tracts with Langtree.” Regarding this as an inti- 
mation that I have, by indirect and covert means, 
appropriated tomy own use a portion of the public 
funds entrusted to my care, I cannot let it pass 
without notice. 

Had the amendment been adopted, and inquiry 
made, I should have regarded it as an act of kind- 
ness; but having been introduced and then with- 
drawn, it might seem that I shrunk from the in- 
vestigation. 

Whena similar charge was made against me at 
the last session, I immediately asked an investiga- 
tion. A select committee was appointed with full 
powers to send for persons and papers, and to “in- 
quire into all matters of frauds, all considerations 
of economy, and all otber matters and things, in 
relation to contracts made by the Clerk of the 
House.” 

I was early informed by a member of that com- 
mittee, that they considered ine charge of fraud as 
altegether frivolous, and would proceed to investi- 
gate the other subjects referred to them. 

l have no knowledge of the cause why they did 
not report at the last session. I hope it will be 
their pleasure to do so the present session, and 
make known the results cf their inquiry as to all 
the matters referred to them. 

But since the question cf fraud and underhand 
interest hus again been revived—thrown ont as an 
intimation, and left to work its insidious influence 
on the the public mind, uncontradicted, i here 
assert, that I have not now, nor have I ever had, 
the remotest interest in any contracts made in my 
oficial eapzcity; and that not a solitary stiver has 
ever come into my pockets as an inducement, or 
in consequence of such contracts. 

All my official acts have been epen and above- 
board, and I am willing shall be known of all men. 

No member of your honorable body has a higher 
sense than Ihave, of the duties cf a public offi- 
cor, and T would seorn a secret purleming of the 
Treasury by indirection and subterfuge, as much 
as | would an open and direct embezzlement. 

I therefore ask your honorable body to cause 
inquiry to be made by a committee, whether the in- 
timation of my being interested with Messrs, 
Langtree and O'Sullivan, 8. D. Langtree, or any 
one ele, in any contract made ia my official capa- 
city, or in any manner whatever, be true er false. 

AIL of which is respeetfally submitted. 

HUGH A. GARLAND, 
Clerk House of Representatives, 

[onn C. Rives hes read the above letter of the 
Clerk ef the House of Representatives; and as the 
subject is new before a feommittee of the House, 
he deems it improper, or impolitic. for him to say 
more ai this tima, than that it is his earnest desire 
tat tie Committe should proceed wiih the inves- 
Ngation as sson as possible, sud decide who is in 
the wrong, the C’erk or bimself. He would here 
beg leave to add, with dve deference, that he still 
has more cocfidence in his ewn exes, than he has in 
the Cierk’s Jetter.] 

Mr. MORGAN moved that it be laid upon the 
table and printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, thought the proper 
eourse would be to refer the communication of the 
Clerk to the same Select Committee who have un- 
ter consideration the leiter of Mr. Rives. Mr. D. 
e a motion to that effect. 
it. MORGAN saw no necessity for referring it 
toa Select Committee. He hoped it would be laid 
en the table. 

Mr. JAMES GARLAND hoped the gentleman _ 
from New York would withdraw the motion to lay * 
on the table. 


He (Mr. G.) was in favor of an in- | 


vestigation. From an amendment offered on a 
previous day, an impression was likely to exist in 
the public mind that the Clerk had been interested 
in the contracts; but if there was no foundation for 
such a charge, as a matter of justice it ought to be 
made known, and the impression removed. He 
hoped, therefore, that the communication of the 
Clerk would be referred, so that if there was n 
ground for the implication, it might be made mani- 
fest. 

The motion to lay on the table having. prece- 
dence, was first put, and decided in the negative. 

The question on the motion of Mr. DAVIS was 
then put, and it was agreed to.. So the communi- 
cation was referred, and ordered to be printed. 

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS. 

The Siates and Territories were then called for 
petitions. They were presented by 

Messrs. ANDERSON, PARRIS, and CLIF- 
FORD, of Maine. 

[Mr. Cuirrorp presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Trafton and others, of Sbhapleigh, Maine, 
praying for the passage of a bankrupt law. 

Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS, of New Hampshire. 

Messrs. ADAMS, LINCOLN, BRIGGS, and 
REED, of Massachusetts, 

Messrs. TRUMBULL and BOARDMAN, of 
Connecticut. 

Mesers. FLOYD, STRONG, PRENTISS, 
HAND, FILLMORE. HUNT, MORGAN, MON. 
ROE, BARNARD, MARVIN, HUNT, DANA, 
EARL, MONTANYA, LEONARD, aad CHIT- 
TENDEN, of New York. 

[Mr. Srrowa presented a petition of sundry in- 
habitants of Seneca co, N. Y, praying the passage 
of a general bankrupt law: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Fudiciary.] 

[Mr. Eart presented a petition of O. B. Brack- 
ett, and other citizens of the county of Onondaga, 
in the State of New York, praying to have Con- 
gress enact a bankrupt law: referred to the Com- 
mitiee on the Judiciary.] 

[Mr. Hunt presented the memorial 633 citizens 
of Troy, N. Y. asking the passage of a bankrupt 
law: referred to the Judiciary Committee. Also, 
the memorial of 172 citizens of the city of New 
York, asking the passage of a bankrupt law: re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee.] 

{Mr. Leonard presented the petition of Hugh 
Stewart, praying to be indemnified for losses sus- 
tained by him under a contract for macadamizing 
the Pennsylvania avenue. ] 

(Mr. Montanya presented petitions from citizens 
of New York and Brooklyn, praying the passage 
of a general baakropt law.] 

Mestrs. GALBRAITH, NAYLOR, WAGE- 
NER, TOLAND, and MeCULLOCH, of Penasyl- 
vania. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON, of Maryland. 

Messrs. BEIRNE, SAMUELS, GOGGIN, and 
McCARTY, of Virginia. 

[Mr. Geours presented the petition of John Mar- 
chison, of the county of Campbell, in Virginia, 
praying compensation for revolutionary services: 
referred to the Coramities on Revolutionary Claims. | 

Mr. SHEPARD, of North Caroling, 

Mr. PICKENS, of South Carolina. 

Mr. DAWSON, of Georgia. 

Mr. TURNEY, of Tennessee. 

Messrs. MORRIS, GOODE, PARRISH, WEL- 
LER, and GIDDINGS, of Ohio. 

Mr. CHINN, of Louisiana, 

Messrs. RARIDEN, LANE, PROFFIT, CARR, 
and DAVIS, of Indiana. 

[Mr. Davis presented the petition of Elizabeth 
Davis, widow of Charles B. Davis, of this city 
praying compensation for property destroyed by the 
British during the last war, in the City of Wash- 
ington. ] l 
Messrs. STEWART and REYNOLDS, of Illi- 
nois. 

Mr. JAMESON, of Missouri. 

Mr. CRARY, of Michigan. 

Mr. DOWNING, of Florida. 

Mr. DOTY, of Wiskensan,. 

During the presentation of petitions, Mr. HUB- 
BARD asked leave to introduce a bill making it 
the duty of the President and the heads of the seve~ 
ral departments, to remove from office any persons 
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who may make false estimates for the erection of 
public: works, ete. 

Objection being made, leave was not granted. 

Mr. CROSS, of Arkansss, also asked Jeave to 
introduce a bill, entitled “An act making appro- 
priations to improve the Red river, and for other 
purposes.” 

Objection being made, leave was not granted, 

Mr. REYNOLDS submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the memorial of the General As- 
sembly of the State of Illinois, whichis now on 
file in this House, praying for a bounty in land to 
the troops engaged in the late war with Great Bri- 
tain, be refet red the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

NAVAL DEPOT IN RHODE ISLAND. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST offered the following pre- 
amble and resolutions, which were read for infor- 
mation: 

Whereas examinations and surveys have here!o- 
fore been made in the Narragansett bay, in Rhode 
Island, with a view to military and naval esta- 
blishments, and reports have been made to the 
Navy Department, and communicated to Congress, 
containing evidence of the fitness and advantages 
of a place upon the waters of that bay for a naval 
depot— 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled, That the 
Secretary of the Navy, as soon as may be, cause 
such further examinations and surveys to be made 
as in his opinion are necessary for ascertaining the 
fitness and relative advantages or disadvantages of 
a place in the said Narragansett bay for a naval 
establishment, yard, and depot, on shore, and the 
best location therefor in said bay, with estimates of 
probable expense; and that said estimates, and the 
reports of said examinations and surveys, when 
made, and all such evidence as is now, or may then 
be, in possession of his Department, as to such fit- 
ness or advantages or disadvantages, be by the Se- 
cretary communicated to Congress as soon as may 
be, with such views and opinions as he may deem 
important. 

Resolved further, That for carrying this resolu- 
tion into effect, there be now appropriated, and 
there is hereby appropriated, a sum not exceeding 


one thousand dollars, cut of any moneys in the - 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Objection being made, they were not received. 

The several committees were then called on for 
reports, of which an account wiil be found al the 
cose of the proceedings. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, from the Committec on 
the National Library, presented the following, 
which was agreed to: f 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That one copy of the catalogue ot the 
Library of Congress be presented to each of ihe 
incorporated Universities, Colleges, Athenæums, 
Historical Societies, and American Antiquarian 
Society in the United States, not exceeding 300 in 
number. 

NEGROES OF THE AMISTAD. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the select committee ap- 
pointed to examine and report whether ths docu- 
ments presented to the House on this subject have 
been falsified in the translation from the Spanish, 
made the following report: 

The select committee appointed on the 10th inst. 
with liberty to send for persons and papers, to as- 
certain and report to the House whether the print- 
ed House dccument of the last session, No. 185, 
has been falsified, materially differing from the 
manuscript document transmitted by the President 
ofthe United States, and if so, by whom the said 
falsification was made, respectfully report— 

That a material alteration has becn made from 
the manuscript transmitted-by the President to the 
House, by the substitution in the printed document 
ofthe word sound for the word ladino, in the ma- 
nuscript, in the translation, at page 48 of the print- 
ed document, of a paper purporting to bea pass- 
port for 49 slaves, belonging to J. Ruiz, and by the 
substitution of the same word sound for the word 


ladino, in the translation at the 49,h page of the - 


printed document, of a paper purporting to be a 
passport for three slaves belonging to P. Montez. 


| 


That this substitution was in both cases made by 
John H. Trenholm, the proof reader at the office 
of Messrs. Blair and Rives, the Printers of the 
House. 

The committee submit herewith the testimony 
taken by them in performance of the duty assigned 
to them by the House, and in which will be seen 
the reasons adduced by Mr. Trenholm for making 
these alterations. And they have instructed their 
chairman to move that they be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

J, Q. ADAMS. 

The report was laid on the table, and, with the 
accompanying papers, ordered to be printed. 


The following, offered by Mr. BARNARD some 
days azo, came up in order: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury do 
make to this House a report jo the following effect, 
viz: 

1. A statementshowing the aggregate revenue 
which acerued to the Government from customs, 
from lands, and under the head of what is usually 
denominated “miscellaneous,” in the years 1837, 
1838, 1839, and 1840, estimating for the last quar- 
ter of the latter year; and showing also the aggre- 
gate expenditures during the same years, estimat- 
ing for the last qrarter.of 1810, excluding all pay- 
ments on acccunt of the redemption of Treasury 
notes, and a'so all payments on account of trust 
funds, except so far as such funds have feiled to 
produce the full amount of interest or annuity 
actually paid on account of them. The statement 
to show the general balance between sech revenue 
and expenditures for the whole pericd. 

2. A statement showing the sources from which 
money has been derived to the Treasury, within 
the four years above mentioned, and the amount 
from each souree, with the aggregate; estimating 
for amounts received cr receivable in the last quar- 
ter of 1810. This statement to inelude the sum 
actually received in the Treasnry after setting 
apart the orisinal amount for deposite with 
the States under the deposite act of 1836; the 
amount of the fourth instalment of deposite money 
under that act which was finally retained jn the 
Treasury; the amount of trust or indemnity funds 
(if any) received and not invested; the amount of 
Treasury notes which will be outstanding on the 
Ist of January, 1841, with the interest accrued on 
them; the amount received on old duty bends, the 
payment of which had been postponed; the amount 
received on bonds for the sale of the stock of the 
United States in the late Bank of the United States; 
and the amount received from various banks which 
suspended in 1837. This statement to show how 
much, if any, of these moneys remain, or wil! be in 
the Treasury on the 1st day cf January, 1841. 

3. A statement (as far as the same is known, or 
can be readily ascertained) showing in what cases, 
if any, and to what extent ard pecuniary amount, 
public works have been or will be carried on, or 
services rendered in behaif of ihe Government, 
under appropriations of the present year, or of past 
years, during the year 1840, (except uncer the Psst 
Office Depariment,) in regard to which any special 
agreement or understandivg whatever exists thal 
the payment therefor should not be called for, and 
shouid net be made in the year 1849, or uatil after 
the 4th day of March, 1841. 

4. A statement showing what willbe the proba- 
ble amount sut of the new and permanent appre- 
priations, as exhibited in the estimates of the Se- 
cretary of the 7.h and 8h December instant, 
the year 1841, which will remain unexpended or 
uncalled for at the close of the year 1841. 

5. A statement showing the amounts which will 
be required to purchase steck, or make invest- 
ments, for or in behalf of Intians or Indian tribes, 
pursuant to any treaty er other stipulation ether 
than such as may have keen estimated for by the 
Secretary in his report of the 7th December in- 
stant. 

6 A siatement showing more particularly than 
appears from his report of the 7h December jn- 
stant, how much the expenses cf 1841 will fali be- 
low those of 1849, on account of each of the fol- 
lowing particulars, namely: because “the pensions 
bave diminished by death; because “fewer In- 
dians remain to be removed; because “several 


for 


expensive public buildings have been mostly finish- 
ed;” and because “hostilities with the Seminoles 
must be nearer to a close.” 

7. A statement showing the amount of claims 
now pending in the Department, growing ont of 
the Florida war, or relations with Indians, or other- 
wise, whether such claims have been considered. or. 
passed upon or not, with the probable or proximate 
amount, in the aggregate, of such claims which 
will become a charge upon the Treasury, as nearly 
as the Secretary is able to ascertain or to. judge 
thereof, with the means he has, or can readily com- 
mand. 

Mr. B. after making some modifications thereto, 
was proceeding to censure the Secretary ofthe 
Treasury as guilty of deception, &s, when 

Mr. ALBERT SMITA moved that the House 
proceed to the orders of the day; which motion was 
agreed to. 

So the House proceeded to the orders of the day, 
being the consideration of business on the Speak- 
ER's table. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
followivg message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting additional correspondence in 
relation to the : 

BURNING OF THE CAROLINE. 
To the House of Representatives. of the United States: 

I think proper to communicate to the House of 
Represevtatives in further answer to their resolution 
of the 2Ist ultimo, the correspondence which has 
since occurred between the Secretary of State and 
the British Minister on the same subject. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasnineton, January 2, 1841. 


Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasuineton, December 29, 1840. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your leiter of the 26h instant, in which, 
in reply to a letter which I had addres:ed to you on 
the 13 h, you acquaint me that the President is not 
prepared to comply with my demand for the libera» 
tion of Mr, Alexander McLeod cf Upper Canada, 
now imprisoned at Lockport, in the State of New 
York, on a pretended charge of murder and arson, 
as having been engaged in the destruction of the 
steamboat Caroline, on the 29.h of December, 
1837. 

I learn with deep regret that such is the dec'sion 
of ihe President of ihe United States; and I cannot 
bat foresee the very grave and serious coasequen- 
ees that must ensue, if, besides the injury already 
inflicted upon Mr. MeLeod, of a vexatious and un- 
iust imprisonment, any further harm may be done 
to him ia the progress of this extraordinary pro- 
ceeding. 

I have lost no time in forwarding to her Ma- 
jesty’s Government in England, the correspon- 
dence that has taken place, and I shall await the 
further orders of her Majesty’s Government with 
respect to the important question which that cor- 


| respondence involves. 


But I feel it my duty not to close this communi- 
cation without likewise testifying my vast regret 
and surprise at the expressions which I find re- 
peated in your letter with reference to the destruc- 
tion of the stesmboat Caroline. I had confidently- 
hoped that the first erroneous impressions of the 


| character of that event, imposed upon the m nd of 


the United States Government by partial and ex- 
aggerated representations, would, Jong since, have 
been effaced by a more s:rict and accurate exami- 
nation of the jatt. Such an investigation, must 
even yet, I am Wiilias to believe, lead the United 
States Govern nent tothe same conviction with 
which her Blajesty’s auihorilies on the spet were 
impressed, that the act was one, in the strictest 
sense, of self-defence, rendered absolutely ne- 
cessary by the cireumsiances of the oceczsion, 


for the safety and protection of her Ma- 
jesty’s subjecis, and jastified by the same 
moiives and principles which, upon similar 


and well knowa occasions, have governed the con- 
duct of illustrious oMiccrs of the United States. 
The steamboat Caroline was a hosiile vessel, en- 
gaged in pitatical war against her Majesty’s people; 
hured from her owners for that express purpose, 
and known to be so beyond the possibility of 
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doubt. The place where it was destroyed was no- 
minally, it is trne, within the territory of a friendly 
power; but the friendly power had been deprived, 
through overbearing, piratical violence, of the use 
of its proper authority over that portion of territory. 
The authorities. of New York had not even been 
able to prevent the artillery of the State from. being 
carried off publicly at midday, to be used as instru- 
ments of war against her Majesiy’s subjects. It 
was under such circumstances, which, it is to be 
hoped, will never recur, that the vessel was attacked 
bya party of her Majesty’s people, captured, and 
destroyed. A remonstrance against the act ia 
question has been addressed by the United States to 
to her Majesty’s Government in England. I am 
not authorized to pronounce the decision ef her 
Majesty’s Government upon that remonsirance; 
but [have felt myself bound to record, in the mean 
lime, the above cpinicn, in order 1o protest in the 
most solemn manner against the spirited and loyal 
conduct of her Majesty’s officers and people being 
qualified, through an anfortanate misapprehension, 
as I believe, of the facts, with (he appeile 
outrage or of murder. 

I avail myself cf this occasion to renew te you 
the assurance of my distinguished consideration. 

H. S. FOR. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
DEPARTMENT op Stars, 
Washingion, Dec. 34, 1840. 

Sim: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your note of the 29th inst. in reply io mine of 
the 26th, on the subject of the arresi awi detention 
of Alexander McLeod as one ot the perpetrators of 
the outrage committed in New York whea the 
steamboat Caroline was seized and burnt. 
evidence of that outrage has been presented to her 
Britannic Majesty’s Government, with a demand for 
redress, and of course no discussion of the cir- 
cumstances here, can be either usefal or proper; 
nor can I suppose it to be your de ire to iavite it 
I take leave of this subject with this singie remark, 
that the opinion so strongly exyressed by you en 
the facts and principles invetvert in the demand for 
reparation on her Majesty’s Government by the 
United States, wonld hardly have been bazarded, 
had you been pisseszed ol the carefully coliceted 
testimony which has been presented to your Go- 
vernment in support of thal demand, 

Tavail myself of the occasion to resew to you 
the assurance of my distinguished consiteration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the message, with 
the accompanying documents, be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and that five 
thousand exira copies be printed. 

Mr. F. befere he resumed his seat, wished to 
make a few observations in relation to the com- 
munication from the Minister of Great Briain, 
and in regard to the facts as stated by that faction. 
ary in connection with the outrage upon the steam- 
boat Caroline. 

That boat, said Mr. F. as T am informed on 
good authority, belonged toa man in the city of 
Buffalo named William Wells, who was, and is 
now, considered a very peaceable and respectable 
citizen of that city. Tne boat did not belong to 
the “Patriots,” or the insurgents of Canada, ner 
was itin any way whatever under their eonirol or 
authority. This being the care, he could not con- 
ceive why the appellaiion bestowed upon it by the 
Minister of Great Britain could have besno given. 
There was no reason forit, Yet, said Mr 
has thought proper to call the boat a pi 
sel, in the employ of those persons denominated 
Canadian Patriots, 

Mr. F. then proceeded to state what he main- 
tained were the rcal facis in relation to the burning 
of the Caroline, which were ¢ WS! 

Mr. Weils, at the time the 
occupation of Navy fs 
the Canadian side, was then in the city 
twenty miles aboye. He there ap; 
tom-house authorities for per 
as a ferry boat, from Schlosser acrarc to f 
and. Permission being given, the Caroline com 
menced running, simply as a ferry beat, being to- 
tally unarmed, and having no connection with the 


wa of | 


insurgents. Neither did the boat carry any arms 
or munitions of war of any kiad to those on Navy 
Island, but was engaged merely in the car- 
rying of passengers. After making several 
trips, the boat was at night safely moored 
and seeured within the wharf on the American 
side—not within the “nominal” territory of the 
United States, bat within the undoubted territory of 
this Government; as much so, said Mr F. as this 
hall, in which we are now assembled, is in the terri- 
tory of the United Siates, After being thus safely 
moored at the wharf in out territory, it was left in 
the charge. of a watch, unarmed, and without any 


arms whatever being on board, except a single | 


pocket pispol, not Joaded. Well, while the beat 
was ibus lying within our territory, it was attacked 
m the night by an armed force from Canada, sent, 
as it now appears, by the authority of her Majesty. 
One man was murdered, cihers injured, tne boat 
then fet on fire, turned adrift, and sent over the 
fells. This was the “arson” complained of; this 

lained of. One of our ciii- 


was the “murder”? comp 
zes was ailacked, unarmed, end bad hbis braias 
knocked oal; and there was every reason to believe 
that others were killed, oy so injared as to be unable 
to leave ihs vesvel before it went over the falls 

Now, by the laws of the Sate of New Yi 
said Mr. F. this was murder, and notnir 
marder; and the perpetrators, on being 
ed, would be tried by the laws of that Si 


ae 


crime. ltwasa matter periainiee to the S 
and neither this Government, ner the Exeen ive cr 


the Government, conld } 
vales the Gov 
shbonkd 


ave any conirel over it, 
nt of ftreat Brivat 
sent last 

a treaty stipulations, wak : 
be truly applicable to the case, If so, Mr. 
od to say, the matter migh’ perhaps 
Bat, apart from that, if the 
sted by the powers at home 
British minister here in re- 
Jation to this matter, | r. EF, conerived that the 
necessary consequen of the conviction of Moe- 
Lecd world be us Indeed. 

Bir. P. said he had no doubt bul that McLeod 
would be put upon h's trial, when be sineeraly 
hoped he werld be found innocent. Bat if ke 
shoni? be found guilty, he bad no donbi bet that be 
wouid be execrtted, untess, indeed, a force much 
larger than common shonld be browsht from the 
Canada side to his reserve. i 

Mr. T, concladed by showing that his reason for 
making these remarks was 19 show thst there wasa 
f. i on euterfained by Mr. Fox in regard 
if the case. ` 


ing iy 
shouid 
F. was unde 
be compromise. 
same spirit was manife 
AS Was exnit 3 


M. PICKENS hoped the House woski at once 


ig of the message end doer- 
reference wheat further debate 
¥ He heped 
negotiation pend- 
er gue L Same power, and 
which question was ¢ ng intense interest, not 
onty in that section of the country, bat to the whole 
Union. The excited state of the public mind, and 
a numbar of oiher reasons, induced him to hase 
that the matter would be ited to go to the 
Cummittee on Foreign Affairs with as little cere- 
mony as possible. 
UNDERWOOD did not yise fi 
ins to a reference of the p 
sto the Go 
to the pri 
copies. Ete was 
commiltee, beeans 


couseatto the prin 
ard thei 

to the Somini 
1 


the purpose 
sage and do- 


mitice cn For 
of the five thos 
“a referenco to 


eum 


the 
invelved in the 
ih, 


in 


l the Commitee 

art on those great pris 
sition ef them, which might b 
forth fo the American peo 
by which we Inte 
report should be msde, then th 
Bew Yoik might print as many 
chose. 

_ What are thote principles, asked Mr. U. Why 
itis averred by the British Minister, that iv a time 
of profound peace, an office: of another country, 
by the order of his Government, may commit 
an outrage within our territory, and destroy 


the ruie 
n such a 
leman from 
copies as he 


“a murderer. 


the lives of our citizens, and yet he is not 
amenable to cur laws for murder. This was 
asserted on the principle of international law; and 
if we so considered it, we must necessarily bring it 
within the case laid down by the British Minister. 
But to do that, ıt was necessary that the order 
should come from the supreme executive authority 
of Great Britain to justify the act. But had we 
seen any order to that effect? So far as he was in- 
formed, no such order had been given. On the 
contrary, the gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. 
Cusnina,] observed, a few days ago, that Lord Pal- 
merston has observed sileace to this day on the 
subject. That being the case, we had no right to 
take it for granted that the order for the outrage 
in question had come from the supreme Es:cutive 
authority of Great Britain, 

He, Mr. U. was inclined to think, that if any 
infericr officer of the army or navy, in the service 
of Great Britain, should, without instruction from 
the supreme cxecutive authority, perpetrate such 
ouirages, he would, in every sense of the word, be 
Hie asked the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs to turn their attention to this point, and to 
give an exposition of international law, which 
ought to be spread before the American people for 
examination, witha view to this or any other alter- 
cation which might ocsur between us and that na- 
tion, 

Besides this, there were other questions involved 
in these papers. There was ihe question as to the 
right of jurisdiction between the States and the 
General Government, in relation to matters of this 
hind. On this point he woald be gled to have the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs direet their attention. 


Et 


This transaction bal occurred at a time when 
there were no treaty stipulations between us and 
Great Britain providing for such an oecurrence. 


Now 
treaty stipulations did exist, he was not prepared to 
say thattreaty stipnlations eoali now have an ex 
post facto operation to draw it from the jarisdiction 
of the State of New York to that of the General 
Government, and thereby prevent fhe awhority of 
that State fram panishing the murderer. 

Mr. U. was inclined to deny that the Constitution 
of the United States would jusify a treaty made 
subsequen: to the fact, so as to take away the State 
jurisdiciion, But whatever might grow out of this 
matter, he thought it highly necessary that we 
sbould take a firm and decided stand. It would 
not be preper for us to bully or to threaten Great 
Britain, but neither would it be proper for us to 
tamely submit to aggression, And if the conflict 
did come, he, for one, wonld be for owning the 


as this was a past affair, ocenrring when no 
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mouths of acl streams whose sonree was in our 
territory. e 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, in a very indignant 


manner, pro‘ested against the tone of the letter of 
the British Minister, and asked if it was come to 
this, that we were to crouch to Great Britain. From 
the position of Mr. D. his remarks were mostly in- 
andible to the Reporter. 

Mr. WELLER said, it appeared to him that 
{he subject had bren suffisiently discussed. {fit 
were prolonged, it might, to be sure, afford an op- 
portunity for gentleman to display their patriotism. 
Pai this, in his opinion, was not the proper time. 
sere’cre, hatleving that na goud could result 
further debate, and the House having hada 


speci he patriotism of its members, he, Mr. 
wW. > previous question. 


see 


GRANGER, the motion 
withdrawn. 

ed to say one word in rela- 
exisiedin this matter. He 
Leod would have a fair and 
every advantage which 
York seenred to him. 
| d dispassionate as if 
the morder h itted by a citizen of 
v York on body of another citizen of that 
e. When that trial should iake place, he, Mr. 
Q. hoped the man vould be acquited; batif found 
waiity, he would surely be condemned; and if 
condemned, would most assuredly be executed, 
as due to the sepremacy of the laws of 
the Sate. Aud, said Mr. G. should the 
British Government, in a moment of rashness, 
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commence hostilities for the supposed wrong, 
she would find in the citizens of Western New 
York the same blood asin 1812; she would find 
men who were neither to be bought by British gold, 
nor by British influence, and oaly to be bought by 
their love of country. He for one had no fears 
that this nation would ever crouch to the British 
lion. She would calmiy and dispassionately exe- 
cute the laws of her several States, and it need not 
be feared that either thisGovernment or the States 
would ever quail. : 

Mr. G. then renewed the call for the previous 
question, which was seconded by the House. 

The question then being put on the motion to re- 
fer, was decided in the affirmative. So the mes- 
sage, with the documents, were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, asked that that committee be discharged 
from the future cousideration of the petition ef 
William Glover, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions; which was accord- 
ingly done. 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill to make new provisions 
respecting Navy pensions, and to repeal certain 
acts relating to Navy pensions; which was twice 
read and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ANDERSON said he was directed by the 
Committee on Navel Affairs to ask that this bill 
he made the special order for Monday, the lith 
instant. After some remarks by Mr. FILL- 
MORE, showing that it was at all times in order to 
go‘into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
Union, Mr. Anperson withdrew his request for a 
special order, 

Mr. SHEPARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, moved to discharge that commiitee from 
the petition of the heirs of F. W. Smith, and to re- 
fer it to the Committee on Revolutionary Clai.ns; 
which was ordered by the House. 

Mr. FINE, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, made a detailed report on the case of John 
Morgan, a case of French spoliation prior to 1890. 
The report was committed to the Commitee of 
the Whole House on the bill relating to Freach 
spoliations. 

Mr. PICKENS said he was instrected by the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs to move that the 
House to-day at2 o'clock go into Committee of the 
Whole on the s'ate of the Union on sundry bills 
reported by that committee; 

A bill to regulate the allowance for extra ser- 
vices rendered by Secretarics of Legation and 
Consuls; 

A bill to refund certain duties in the case of the 
French ship Alexandre; and 

A bill concerning tonnage duty on Spanish ves- 
dels. 

The motion of Mr. Pickens was disagreed to. 

Mr. HAWES, from the sama committee, made 
an adverse report on the case of Basil Spalding; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. EDWARD DAVIES, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of Jabez Collins: twice read, and committed. 

Mr. HAND, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Jona Porter; waich was 
twice read, and commited. 

Mr. H. also made an adverse report on the ease 
of Sarah Graves; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. PECK, from the same commitiee, made an 
adverse report on the case of Rineholdt Trougoit; 
laid on the table. os 

On motion of Mr. PECK, the Committee o2 Re- 
volationary Pensions was discharged from the in- 
quiry as io an extension of the pension act of 7th 
July, 1838, for the benefit of widows to another 
period of five years; and, also, to an extension of 
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the actof Tih June, 1832, to those who served at 
any time previous to Wayne’s treaty; and it was 
committed to the Committee of the Whole to 
which bills upon the same subject are committed. 

Mr. STRONG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, moved that the said ecmmittee be 
discharged from the cases of Hannah Sturtevant || 
and John Conking; which was agreed to. 

Mr. S. reported adversely on the cases of Ri- 
chard Perry, Ansa Swinerton, Daniel W. Church, 
and James S. Hall: laid on the table. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committee, 
reported— 

A bill for the relief of Catharine Allen; 

A bill for the relief of Ebenez r Dewey; 

A bill for the relief of Fluidaa Farlow; and 

A bill for the relief of Ellen Turney; 
whieh were read a first and second time, and 
committed. 

Mr. DOAN, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported— 

A biil for the relief of Thomas Collins; and 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Wilson; 

Which were twice read, and committed. 

Mr. DOAN also reported adversely on the eases 
of John Vanslyck, Patrick O'Ferrall, Ebenezer 
Pierce, and Robert Whittel: laid on the table. 

Mr. PALEN, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of David A. Baldwin; which 
was twice read, and commitied. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the same committee, 
reported 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Jackson; 

A bill for the relief of Emanuel Shrope; and 

A bill for the relief of Joseph M. Rhea; 
which were read a first and second time, and com- 
miited. 

Mr. C. also reporied adversely on the cases of 
Samnel Neely and Francis Griffith; laid on the 
table. 

Ona motionof Mr. TILLINGHAST, the Com. 
mittee on the Library was discharged from the re- 
solution directing an inquiry into the propriety of 
fu:nishing printed documents, the Register of De- 
bates, and all other publications by erder of Con- 
gress, to Siate Legislatures. 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi, from a seiect com 
mittee, reported a biil forthe relief of David W. 
Haley; wastwice read, and coumited. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an adverse report on the cases of George 
Gale, Raymond A. Henderson, R. G. Langdon, 
and James Maguire. 

Mr. R. also reperted, without amendment, the 
bills from the Senate for the relicf of Jacob Seeley 
and of William P. Rathbone; those bills were then 
severally commitied. 

Mr. R. also reported 

A bill for the relief of Lieut. Joh: 

A bll for the relief of the jegal repr 
James Maglen 


of Bailey and DeLord; and 

A bili for the relief of the Iegal representatives 
of William D. Cheever. 

Mr. GIDUINGS, from the same commiltee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Benjamin ©. Roberis; 


which was iwice read, and commiited. 
Be G yon the eases of 
Charles E 3 


red adversely on ibe cases cf 
a G. Perkins, James Pe 
and Joseph Perkins; Hen: ; 
Anderson, Jeshua Hilys 
Brazier, David Bartlett, 

homas and Landen ©. Peters, ñ 
naad Charis M. Haly higi 
laid op the taole, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Mew York, from the Comm! 
on Revolutionary Claims, reporied ad 


tioa 


the 


iversely ory 

cases of the representatives of James Purvis, Re- | 

besoa Brown, and John Henry. Laid on the table, 
wee 


[ole 

; laid on 

A bill for the relief of William Bailey, survivor | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Mr. PARMENTER, from the same committee, 
reported adversely on the case of Hannah Ruble. 
Laid on the table. : 

Mr. RANDOLPH, from the same committee, re- 
ported adversely on the cases of Susan Underwood, ` 
P. Kinsolving, Siephen and Richard Livingston, 
and Samuel Jones, Laid on the table. j 

Mr. R. also reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Captain {David Noble; 
which was twice read, and committed. 

Mr. DELLET, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill to relinquish to Wil- 
liam Waller the interest of the United States in a 
certain tract of land therein named. Twice read, 
and committed, 

Mr. D. also reported, without amendment, the 
bill from the Senate for the relief of William Jones; 
which was then committed. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported the bill from the 
Senate for the relief of Hannah Leighton, without 
amendment. The bill was then committed to the. 
Committee of the whole House. 

The motion to print the extra copies lies over. 

The House then adjourned, 


The Select Committee on the Jetter of John C. 
Rives, dated the 31st ult, upon the subject of the 
printing of the House, and a controversy between 
the printers of the House and the Clerk of the 
House, in relation to the binding of the documents, 
reports, end journals of last session, is composed 
of the following memerz: 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, 
Mr. REED, 

Mr. CLIFFORD, 

Mr. MORGAN, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, Javuary 5, 1841. 
The PRESIDENT submitted a communication 


- from the Governor of the State of Missouri, trans- 


miting a copy of a law of that State for the sattle- 
ment of the boundary between Misvouri and Iowa. 

Oa motion by Mr. BENTON, the bill was 
ordered to be piinted, and referred to the Com- 
mi on the Judiciary. 

Also, a coinmanivation ficra the Treasurer of 
the United States with a staternent of the contin- 
g-nt expenses of the Post Office Department; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Navy Depart- 
meni, transmitting sixty copies of the Navy Register 
for 1849; which was laid on the table. 

Mr TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
itizens of the city of New York, praying the 
passage of a general bankrupt law; and 

A similar memorial from citizens of Lockport, 
New York, which, as a bill kas been reported, were 
table. 

Mr. SMITE of Indiana presented resolutions 
of the Legislature of the State of Indiana, instruct- 
ing their Sena‘ors to endeavor to procure the pas- 
sage of a law by Congress to confirm the selection 
of lands along the Wabash and Erie canal made 
by Indiana, in Hea of Indian reservations; which 
wes referred to the Committe ca Roads and 
Canals. 


of the navy ration may be 


wir, NORVELL, the memorial of 
of gan, praying for the imposition of 
aiy on fish isaporied from ihe © now on 
te. was referred to the Commitice cn Commerce. 
Bir, STURGEON gave noiiee that, to moriow, 
cea Mil making a 


he would ask leave to int 


smal! appropriation for the Patent Office. 
Mr. LINN presented the potion of Nathan 
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Ranney; which, as a bill had been already reported 
for his relief, was laid on the table. 

Mr. L. also presented the petition of Littleberry 
| Sublette; which was referred to the Committee on 
Publie Lands. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Hardwick, Vt. praying for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia and Territories of the United States; the mo- 
tion to receive which was, 

On motion by Mr. KING, laid upon the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of New York, praying the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt law; which was laid on 
he table. 

„Mr. W. also presented a memorial numerously 
signed by citizens of New York, remonstrating 
against the passage of a bankrupt Jaw similar in 
its provisions to the one passed at the last session; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of a number 
of settlers on the public lands, praying that pre 
emptions may be granted to lands settled and culti- 
vated by them; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Madame De Lusser, and their legal representa- 
tives; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Richard Higgins, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Public Land; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. L. in pursuance of previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide 
for running and marking the boundary line of a 
tract of land reserved for the half breeds of the 
Sac and Fox tribe of Indians; which was read 
inte and referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 

airs. 

Mr. L. also, on leave, introduced a bill autho- 
rizing the Legislative Council of the Territory of 
Iowa to extend the jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace in said Territory; which,after some remarks 
by Mr.SMITH of Indiana, was laid on the table 
for the present. 

Mr. L. also, on leave, introduced a bill to aid 
the Territory of Lowa in completing a penitentiary 
therein, partly erected; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. L. from the Committee on Agriculture, to 
which was referred the petition of the widow of 
Dr. Henry Perrine, reported a bill for her relief; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. L. the Committee on Agii- 
culture was discharged from so much of the peti- 
tion of Dr. Henry Perrine as related to indemnity 
tor Indian depredations, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill relinquishing 
to the State of Mississippi the two per cent, ac- 
cruing upon her admission into the Union, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petitions of Thomas S. 
Clark, and the petition of Zadoc Smith, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration thereof; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
claim of the heirs of George Simpson, and that it 
be referred to tha Committee on Finance; which 
Was agreed to. à 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
memorials on the subject had been referred, re- 
ported 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James Williams; and 

A. bill for the relief of Adam D. Steuart; which 
were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. GRAHAM, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, askedand obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to cause monuments to be erected to the memory 
of Brigadier General Francis Nash and Brigadier 


General Wiliam Davidson; which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 
cate to the Senate such additional reports as have 
been received since those formerly submitted, in re- 
ference to the construction of the Potomac aque- 
duct; and also, such further information as he may 
have in reference to the kyanizing of timber for the 
use of said aqueduct. : 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for the vacating of the military 
reservation by the United States, of Rock Island in 
the State of Illinois. 

Mr. STURGEON submitted the following resu- 
lution, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be re- 
quired to inquire into the expediency of granting a 
persion to Margaret Miller, Elizabeth Whiteman, 
and Martha Climer, and report by bill or other- 
wise. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to send to the Senate a statement of the number 
and kind of United States troops stationed along 
the Western frontier, from Fort Snelling to Fort 
Jesup, and whether in his opinion a military post 
between Fort Leavenworth and Fort Wayne, on 
the borders of Arkansas, be not important to the 
protection of the State of Missouri, from Indian 
incursion and aggression. 

Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to inform the Senate in what cases the 
payment of undisputed claims, arising under the 
treaty between the United States and the Stock- 
bridge and Munsee Indians, ratified on the 16th 
May, 1840, has, on presentment at the Treasury, 
been suspended or delayed, and the cause or causes 
of such suspension or delay, and particularly that 
he state such cause or causes in respect to two 
claims, of $675 each, in favor of Mead, Kel- 
logg and Co. of Detroit, Michigan, assignees in 
part of Robert Konkapot and Jobn T. Hendricks. 

BILLS ON THEIR THIRD READING. 

The bill for the relief of Clemens, Bryan and 
Company; 

The bill for the relief of the Plumb Island Bridge 
nd Turnpike Company; 

The bill for the relief of John Moore; and 

The bill in addition to an act for the relief of 
Walter Loomis and Abel Gay; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The bill to refuna to Noah Miller, and others, a 
part of the proceeds of the sale of the British 
sloop Mary, and cargo, which were captured by 
them, and libelled and sold for the benefit of tke 
United States, was, after some remarks by Mr. 
TIUBBARD, laid on the table for the present. 

The bill making compensation to the State of 
New Hampshire for the services of her militia, 
coming up on its third reading— 

Mr. CRITTENDEN desired some explanation 
respecting this bill—he desired to know what act 
of hostility had justified the expenditure here 
claimed. 

Mr. PIERCE said he had hoped that this bill was 
to encounter no further opposition, and he trusted 
still that it might find favor even with the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. Carrrennen.] From 1790, 
when the first settlement of that portion of the 
State of New Hampshire known by the name of 
Indian Stream, was made, down to 1832-3, no ques- 
tion of jurisdiction was ever raised—it was exer- 
cised by the State uninterruptedly. Afterwards, 
by arrangement between this Government and 
that of Great Britain, the long pending controversy 
between the two countries, in relation to the North- 
eastern boundary, was submitted to the arbitration of 
the King of the Netherlands, who decided in favor 
of Great Britain; and thus took from New Hamp- 
shire a considerable portion of her territory, over 


which she had exercised unquestioned jurisdiction 
from the earliest history of its settlement. This 
award, it was well known, after considerable time 
had elapsed, was set aside by the United States and 
Great Britain. Whatever doubt might at any 
time have existed in relation to the true boundary 


on that border, in consequence of the imperfect 


geographical knowledge aad inaccuracy of maps of 
that wild and unfrequented country in its early his- 
tory, he felt warranted in asserting that there 
could, with present lights, be no doubt in rela- 
tion to the jurisdiction of New Hampshire. In 
1835, °36, at the period of these difficulties, her 
right there was as clear as it was in the counties of 
Merrimack and Rockingham. 

The state of things in that territory which made 
it necessary for the Executive of New Hampshire 
to call out the military foree, was produced by the 
course pursued by the Federal Government, in its 
negotiations with Great Britain, over which the 
State of New Hampshire could, of course, exercise 
no control. The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
CRITTENDEN] desired to know more-particularly on 
what ground the State claimed this remuneration—. 
if there had been any invasion of, her territory— 
what was the necessity that warranted calling out 
the military force—what was the extent of that 
foree, and what would probably be the expense 
to the General Government, should the bill become 
a law? Now he (Mr. Pirrce) would with great 
pleasure give such information as he possessed 
upon the subject, 

Doubts having been temporarily cast upon the 
question of jurisdiction by the award of the King 
of the Netherlands—the action of the Federal Gov- 
ernment and its negotiations, and the civil authorities 
of the State and Province of Lower Canada came 
in conflict, and bodies of armed men were? 
found opposed to each other in support of the 
judicial process issued by the officers of’ their 
respective Governments. The difficulties on: 
the border were thickening. A deputy of the 
sheriff of the county of Coos attempted to arrest an 
individual in the Indian Stream territory, by the 
name of Tyler, and with the aid of two men, Blan- 
chard and Harvy, succeeded Tyler, however, 
was promptly rescued by force from Smith’s cus- 
tody. Immediately after this, a warrant was issued 
by a person claiming to be a magistrate of Lower 
Canada, in the name of the King of Great Britain 
against the deputy of the sheriff, and Blanchard and 
Harvey, for attempting to execute process there. 
By virtue of this warrant, Banchard was taken 
from hisown dwelling-house bya body of armed 
men, with the avowed purpose of carrying him 
into Canada for trial, on the charge of having 
assisted in serving a writ duly issued by the 
competent authority of the county of Coos. 
Blanchard, in his turn, was rescued by American 
citizens—his neighbors. This assault upon the 
citizens of Indian Stream by armed men, and the 
attempt to extend over it the jurisdiction of Lower 
Canada, was the invasion which, in the judgment of 
the Governor, made it expedient and necessary to 
call out the militia, through whose presence further 
collision was prevented, and the supremacy of the 
State maintained. These were some of the leading 
facts in the case, and the State asked reimburse- 
ment for the expenses incurred, on the ground that 
she was sustaining “the jurisdiction of the State 
and of the United States.” 

Had a regiment of armed men from the pro- 
vinee, instead of the small detachment alluded to, 
marched upon this defenceless territory, and had 
they been met by the militia of the State under the 
order of the Executive, no objection would have 
been raised to this claim. The Governor, perceiy- 
ing the point to which things were rapidly tending, 
sent a military force promptly to the scene, which 
arrested further hostility, and, by their presence, 
probably prevented a general border warfare, 
and the loss, perhaps, of many lives, This boun- 
dary question, so long agitated, was under the ex- 
clusive control of the Federal Government. 

In his judgment, the treaty line should have been 
asserted years ago, and maintained, if necessary, 
with all the power of this country—at all events it 
was the duty of the Federal Government to protect 
the fterritory lying within the limits of New 
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Hampshire, and the rights of the citizens upoa 
that teriitory, from this foreign interference and 
lawless aggression. And since the State found it 
necessary to call out its own military force for the 
purpose, the Federal Government was not the less 
bound to defray the expense. He then referred 
particularly to an elaborate report upon the subject, 
made to the House of Representatives in 1839 by 
Mr. Howarp, Chairman of the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was not satisfied yet that 
there had been any invasion ef the country. There 
had only been some little controversy with tres 
passers who were presuming to act under differ- 
ent authority, and the State of New Hampshire 
had done nothing more than her duty in putting 
an end to the trespass; but she might have done it 
by civil process, and it was the duty of the military 
power to aid the civil power in the service of such 
process. i 

Mr. HUBBARD said, as he understood the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, that gentleman said there had 
been no invasion of the territory. Now, since the 
treaty of peace, the territory in question had always 
been occupied as part of the territory of New 
Hampshire; in fact, since 1790, Hall's stream was 
considered the northwestern branch of the Connec- 
ticut river, and that stream was distinclly marked 
as the boundary line between the provinces of 
Canada and New Hampshire. But, atter the King 
of the Netherlands made his award, the British au- 
thorities in Canada undertook to exercise authority 
between that boundary stream and Indian stream; 
and it was to expel these intruders that the Gover- 
nor of New Hiampshire had found it necessary 
to call out the militia atan expense of $6,000. 
This was necessary to the exercise of jurisdiction 
both by the State and the United States. The 
State of New Hampshire was interrupted in her 
peaceable occupancy of that territory, and it be- 
came necessary, to maintain their jurisdiction, that 
the steps should be taken which were resorted to. 
There was, he beligved, no actual loss of lives in 
the defence of this territory, or of their jurisdiction 
over it, but that would not change the merits of the 
question. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN did not dispute the right of 
New Hampshire to this territory; but there had 
been no invasion—there had been nothing more 
than a resistance to the service of legal process, and 
not by cilizens of Canada alone, but of New Hamp- 
shire herself; for there was but one Canadian who 
presumed to act as a Canadian officer—a Canada 
justice of the pzace, who presumed to issue his wat- 
rant for execution on the territory. Did that, then, 
justify the calling out of the militia, and the mak- 
ing the General Government answerabie for tha ex- 
pense? Fie was glad the anrount was but small; it 
was the principle only which he here wished to be 
settled; his anxiety was to vindicate Amc- 
rican rights and the rights of her territo- 
ries, but it did seem to him that there must 
be some limit fixed to these otherwise unbounded 
rights of the States and the Territories. Here 
there was not a man wih arms in his hands, co far 
as he understood the statement of the honorable 
Senators—there was nothing more than what 
amounted, technically, to a mer? trespass by an 
individual who might have been more cheaply 
punished by the civil power. 

Mr. HUBBARD said it became indispensably 
necessary to call, ou! the military force of New 
Hampshire to maintain her jurisdiction over this 
tract of country, which had been invaded in conse- 
quence of the act of the General Government. 
Who referred that question to the King of the 
Netherlands, by whose award the boundary line of 
the State was disturbed? Was it New Hampshire? 
From the time of the treaty of peace, there had 
been no question about it; bnt this Government 
took the question in hand and referred it to the 
King of the Netherlands to determine where the 
State line ran, and on that subject the King cf the 
Netherlands made his award, aud then the Buitish 
undertook to take possession of that tract cf ccun- 
try. What, then, was New Hampshire to do? 
Was she to permither citizens to become subject 
to British authority? Was she to permit Lord Gos- 
ford to exercise authority over that territory, and to 
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dispose of so muth of the State of New Hamp- | 
shire to the British Government? He (Mr. Hos- 
Bard) should like to kaow what she sheuld have 
done? Here was a large tract of their territory, 
and how were they to get possession of it, if an 
order had been given to march a King’s regiment 
into i? Why, they should have called out their 
militia to expel the invaders, and they would clear- 
ly have been entitled tocome to the General Go- 
vernment for the repayment of the expense incur- 
red. And where, then, was the difference? The 
moment the King of the Netherlands decided upon 
a different boundary line, the British assumed to 
exercise authority ever it, and to deny the avthority 
of New Hampshire. What, then, were they 
todo but that which they had done, and which was 
made necessary to be done, in consequence of 
the act of the General Government; and the only 
difference was, that, because a King’s regiment was 
not ordered upon this territory, and because there 
had been no bloodshed, New Hampshire was not 
to be remunerated for the expense incarred. That 
was not done; but civil jurisdiction was exercised 
over the territory by Great Britain; and to reassert 
their boundary, which was as well defined as 
the road tothe Presidents House, it was found 
necessary to call ont their militia, and since that 
bad been done, they had been in the peaceable 
possession of the territory. Under these circum- 
stances, it was for the Senate to decide whether 
the State of New Hampshire should be reimbursed 
the unavoidable expense which she incurred in con- 
sequence of the act of the General Governmet. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky would like to have some 
further opportunity to examine this case, There were 
one or two questions which suggested themselves to 
his mind: whether there had been an actual invasion 
of this territory by a foreign power was one; and if 
not, was there a threat:ned invasion, or immment 
danger of an invasion? And then there was ano- 
ther qrestion: supposing there was a threatened inva- 
sion, was there time to appiy to the General Go- 
vernment to repel this threatened invasion? for to 
the General Government belonged the decision whe- 
ther there should be peace or war. No case less 
than one of extreme urgency would justify the 
Siate authorities in deciding on a question of a 
threatened invasion, and incurring an expense which 
perhaps the General Government might not think 
proper. It secmed to him (Mr, Cray) that it was 
proper to ascertain all these facis: had there been 
a military isvasion? had there been a threatened in- 
vasion? and if so, what had New Hampshire done 
under the circumstances? Would it not be extenc- 
ing to the State authorities the power of the General 
Government, if there was time to communicate” 


with the General Government, if, without the ecun- 
tenance of the General Government, they under- 
took to engage ina conflict with another power? All 
these matters were worlhy of inquiry; and there- 
fore, he wovld suggest the ipropriety of laying 
the bill for the present on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD, inthe meantime, would refer 
Senators for information to a repsrt made by 
Mr. HOWARD, the Chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations tn the Houss in January, 1239. | 

Mr. CLAY said he would taxe an opportunity 
to examine it. 

The biil was then laid on the table. 


aine for the services of her milida, was read a 
third time and passed. 
GENERAL PROSPECTIVE 

LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers cn the | 
pablic lands, who shail inhabit and cultiva 
same, and raise a log cabin thereon, being the spe 
cial order of the day, was taken up, and amend- 
ments thereio were offered by Messrs. CLAY 
of Alabama, CRITTENDEN, TAPPAN, POR- 
TER, and PRENTISS, which gave tise toan ex- 
tended debate. 

At 4 o'clock, the Senate adjcurned. 


PRE-EMPTION 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspasy, Jan. 5, 1841. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the 
lowing communications, viz: 


fol- 
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1. From the Governor of the State of Missouri, 
transmitting a copy of an act of the General” As- 
sembly of the State of Missouri, entitled ‘An act 
for ascertaining and settling the northern boundary 
line of the State of Missouri.” : 

Referred to the Committee on Territories, and 
ordered to be printed. f 

2. From the Post Office Department, transmit- 
ting, in obedience to the Qd section of an act mak~- 
ing appropriations for the civiland diplomatic ex" 
penses of Government, approved 9th May, 1836r 
a statement of the disbursements made from the 
contingent fand of the Post Office Department from 
the Ist January to the 31st of December, 1840. 

Referred to the Committee on Public Expendic 
tures, and ordered to be printed. 

3. From the Post Office Department, in pursu- 
ance of the 25th seetion of the act of the 2d of 
July, 1836, transmitting a copy of the abstract of 
the offers for carrying the mails, made within the 
year preceding the 1st July, 1840. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS offered a resolution 
making provision for the lunatics in the Wash- 
ington ecunty jail. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said that the 
Committee for the District of Columbia had alrea- 
idy reported a bill upon this subject, and it was 
pow upon the Spraxer’s table. 

Mr. HUBBARD asked whether there was not a 
county police to attend to such matters, as there 
was in other counties... ‘ 

Mr. MORRIS remarked that it was only neces- 
sary to visit the prison, to see that something ought 
to be done. 

Mr. JOHNSON observed that the Committee for 
the District of Columbia had, in the bil to which 
he had just alluded, authorized the marshal for the 
District to send to the Lunatic Asylum in Balti- 


| more, all such persons as are now confined in the 


jails of Washington and-Alexandiia, and all suck 
as may hereafter be committed: as lunatics, at the 
expense of the United States. 

Mr. MORRIS then withdrew his resoluticn. 


PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION. 

The SPEAKER than announced as the specia 
order, the consideration of the following resolution 
reported by the majority ef the Committee o 
Elections, at the last session of Congress, declaring 
Mr. Nayer to have been duly elected as a Repre 
sentative for the third Congressional District o 
Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That Carces Nayton was duly eleet 
eda member of the House ‘of Representatives fo 
the 28ih Congress, from the Thira Congressiona 
Districtin Pennsvivania. 

Mr. MEDILL thought it no more than just tha 
the other claimant, Mr. Incer‘our, should als 


have leave to address the house on the subjeci 
Ele therefore asked leave to submit the followin, 
resolution: 

Resolved, Taat the petitioner, Crarres J. In 

- @ERSOLL, be permitted to appear at the bar, an 
that he, as well as the sitting member, have leav 
to address this House on the subject of the contes: 
ed election from the Third Congressional District 
Pennsylvaniz. 

"Che ques‘ion being then taken on this resolutioz 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS wished to move a rc 
consideration of the vote by whieh the resolutio: 
nad just been agreed to. Lf Mr. INGERSOLL cam 
here as a claimant for the seat in question, he (M1 
WV.) would have no objection to bis being heard & 
the bar. But he wnderstocd that Mr, ĪNGERSOL 
did not claim a right to the seat. That being th 
case, it was 2 question with him whether Mr. In 
GERSOLL had a rightful claim tọ the privileges ac 
corded by the resolution. Mr. W. conciuded b 
moving a reconsideration of the vole jast taken, 

Mr. MEDILL said that by a reference to th 
files of the Elouse, it would be seen that besides p! 
tions from a large portion of citizens of the 3 


Congressional District of Pennsylvania, a petitic 
had been presented by Mr. Incersount himself, Se 
ting forth that he was a candidate at the electio) 
and that if was his firm convietion, if. justi 
were done, that he would be placed in U 
seat now accupied by Mr. Naytor. That matt 
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was referred by the House to the Committee of 
Elections; and a few days before the close of the 
last session, two reports were made from that com- 
mittee—onefrom the majority, and the other from 
the minority. One report stated that the sitting 
member was entitled to his seat, and the other re- 
port set forth that he had been elected by fraud. 
‘ihis committee discharged its duty by presenting 
their views, and by taking all the testimony they 
could in the case. It now, therefore, remained 
with the House to decide which of the reports was 
correct, But, in the face of all this, would the gen- 
tleman undertake to say that Mr. Incersoti had 
withdrawn from his claim? He (Mr. M ) had seen 
nothing whatever which could justify such a belief. 
He had seen nothing in the public press to that ef- 
fect, neither had he heard the least intimation of it 
from any quarter. But, moreover, Mr. INGERSOLL 
was now present in the Louse, ready to claim his 
seat, 

Mr. FILLMORE desired that the latter portion 
of the report of the minority of the commitice might 
be read, It was read accordingly. 

Mr. F. after some preliminary remarks, pro- 
ceeded to argue that any person contesting the 
right of a member to a seat, had a right to be 
heard. He coniended that the right to be heard 
did not result from the fact of a man being a candi- 
date or not, The proper course would be to grant 


Mr. Incersott a hearing, when he presumed he | 


would be able to enlighten them on the subject as 
to whether he considered himself a claimant to the 
seatornot. He (Br. F.) was in favor of granting 
a h aring to Mr. Incersott, on the simple ground 
of his appearing to contest the rigat of the sitting 
member; and it did not make any difference whe- 
ther the contestant made any claim to the seat him- 
self or not. He (Mr. F.) would vote against the 
reconsideration. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped the reso'ution would not be 
reconsidered. He considered it would be manifest 
injustice to refuse a hearing to any man who cam? 
here to contest a scat with a member who might 
be in that seat. In his opinion Mr. Incersone bad 
an undoubted right to urge his claim at the bar of 
he House. 

Mr. MASON was in favor of the resolution, and 
hoped it would not be reconsidered. He was in 
favor of granting every contestant to a seat on that 
floor, a fair hearing. He desired that Mr. Ixaur- 
SOLL might be heard, as he was desirous of know- 
ing whether the gentleman claimed a seat in the 
House by virtue of his election, or whether he ap- 
peared only as counsi for the people of Pennsyl- 
vania, aS contesting the right of tke sitting 
member. 

Mr. CUSHING said he was also in favor of 
hearing the petitioner for the reasons stated by the 
gentleman from Ohio, and also from the reasons 
on which the petition was based. Mr. INGERSOLL, 
in his petition presented to the ELouse,at the last sese 
sion elaimed the seat now occupied by Mr. Nay or. 
That was the record, and the present proceedings 
was but a continuation of that record. The qnes- 
tion was, therefore, what disposition should be 
made of the memorial cf Mi. Incensotn, But 
he, Mr. C. had risen for the purpose of cbjecting to 
the form of the resolution submitied by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, (Mr. Meviti.] That recolution 
asked that “Mr. Incursont should have leave 
to address the House, as well as the sitting 
member.” Now he, Mr. C. contended that Mr. 
Nayon, at the sitting member, was a member 
de facto, and as such he had as much right 
to address the House, as the gentleman from 
Ohio himself, or any other member. In this view 
of the case he considered the adoption of the re- 
solution as implying a doubt on the right of Mr. 
Nay er, and admiiting that he was nct a member 
de facto. He hoped, therefore, that the gentieman 
from Ohio would amend his resolution, so as to 
leave out that portion. 

Mr. MEDILL did not perceive that the resolu- 
tion implied a denial of the right of the sitting mem- 
ber. It merely asked that the petitioner might be 
heard as well as the sitting member. Ii merely 
asked that Mr. INGERSOLL might be placed on the 
same fooling as Mr. Navor, He therefore saw no 


pecessity for amending the resolution as required by | 


the gentleman from Massachusetts. He hoped the 

gentleman would not press it, inasmuch they 

were losing much time, and Mr. INGERSOLL was 
present waiting to be heard. 

Mr. CUSHING said he would press it: for, if 
the words meant nothing, why not omit them; and 
if they did mean any thing, their import was a hard 
one, 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS complained that the 
House, by giving the Committee of Elections 
power to send for persons and papers, had made 
them the prosecutors, instead of the judges; and he 
would always contend that the proceedings of the 
House were improper and irregular. Buthe wished 
to know whether Mr. INGERSOLL intended to ap- 
pear asa claimant to the seat, or as attorney for 
the people. It was with a view of ascertaining 
this fact, that he had moved the reconsideration. 
As, however, many of his friends appeared desi- 
rous he should withdraw, he would do so. Mr. W. 
then withdrew the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. CUSHING renewed it, as he could not con- 
sent to the resolution until the words he objected to 
were stricken out. 

Mr. MEDILL said that in order to save time, 
he would consent to amend the resolution as de- 
sired, 

And there being no objection, the resolution was 
so modified. 

A‘ter some further debate, in which Messrs. 
BARNARD, MEDILL, G. DAVIS, and AL- 
FORD, participated, 

Mr. HUBBARD moved the previous question, 
but withdrew it ar the request of 

Mr. ALFORD, who, after some remarks in re- 
piy to Mr, BARNARD, renewed it. 

Some cebate of a desultory character here arose 
as to whether Mr. Anrorp, having previously spo- 
ken, hada right to the floor to move the previous 
question. 

Mr. TURNEY having obtained the floor, after 
some brief remarks on the propriety of reserving 
the merits of the case until it should be fairly be- 
fore the House, moved the previous question. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON called for the read- 
ing of the memorial of Mr. InaersoLL; which was 
read as follows: : 

To the honorable the Speaker and Members of the 
House cf Representatives of the United States of 
America, in Congress assembled: 

The memorial and petition of Charles J. Ingersoll 
respectfully shows: 

That he was chosen by a majority of the electors 
of the Third Congressional District of the State of 
Pennsylvania, their Representative in and for the 
‘Pwenty-sixth Congress, now in session, and accord- 
ingly so returned as elected by the constitational 
auihorities of the State of Pennsylvania, whose 
certificates, in legal form, here communicated to 
the House of Representatives, and are now among 
its records, certifying that your memorialist and pe- 
titioner is so elected. He had believed, therefore, 
that your honorable House would, before this time, 
without his application, have instituted the proper 
means for ascertaining whether he is entitled to the 
membership, which is claimed also by another per- 
son. Bat inasmuch as he is given to understand 
that a direct application, in the form of a petition, 
from himself, is deemed necesszry to bring the sub- 
ject, without delay, into the consideration of your 
honorable House, your petitioner respectfully re» 
guests that prompt and proper measures may be 
taken by the House of Representatives, to enable 
your petitioner to prove his right to membership as 
Representative of the people of the Taird Con- 
sressional District of Pennsylvania in the presen} 
Congress, and that no other person is elected from 
that district to this Congress. 

C. J. INGERSOLL. 

Wacsuineron, January 23, 1840. 

The call for the previons question was then se- 
conded, and the main question—being on the re- 
consideration—ordered to be put. 

Mr. BARNARD demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and being taken, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Andrews, Barnard, 
Bell, Breckenridge, Brockway, Chittenden, Crans- 
ton, Edward Davies, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Doe, 


Edward, Evans, Everett, Gentry, Giddings, Gran- 
ger, Green, Grinnell, John Hastings, Henry, 
Charles Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kemp- 
shall, King, Lane, Marvin, Morgan, Nisbet, Os- 
borne, Peck, Proffit, Randall, Saltonstall, Slade, 
Stanly, John B. Thompson, John White, T. W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, and Christopher H. 
Wiliams—42, A 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Black, 
Blackwe'l, Boardman, Bond, Brewster, Briggs, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Samp- 
son H. Butler, Wm. B. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, 
Carter, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, 
William R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Cush- 
ing, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, 
Deberry, Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Griffin, Habersham, Hand, Hawes, Hill 
of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, 
Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson;James, 
Joseph Johnson, Cave Jobnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W, Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, Mc- 
Clellan, McCulloch, MeKay, Meredith Mallory, 
Francis Mallory, Marchand, Mason, Medill, Mon- 
tanye, Moore, Samuel W, Morris, Calvary Mor- 
ris, Morrow, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Par- 
ris, Paynter, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Ran- 
dolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reynolds, Ridgway, Ed- 
ward Rogers, James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels,Shaw, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith,. Truman 
Sm.th, Steenrod, S rong, Stuart, Sumter, Swearin- 
gen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, Philip F. Thos 
mas, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trip- 
Jett, Turney, Underwood, David D. Wagener, 
Weller, Wick, J.W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, and Worthington 
—139. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution of Mr. MEDILL had been 
agreed te. 

The SPEAKER then directed the Sergeant-at- 
Arms to apprise Mr. Incznsouu that he might ap- 
pear al the bar of the House. 

Mr. INGERSOLL then presented himself at the bar, 
Whereupon, 

The SPEAKER informed him that in pursuance 
of an order of the House, he (Mr. I.) was permit- 
ted to state his reasons for claiming a seatin the 
House, as a representative from the third Con- 
gressional district of Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Inaersonn then proceeded to recapitulate 
the facts on which he based his right to the Seat, 
and entered into a detailed account of the circum. 
stances altenning the perpetration of the alleged 
frauds, the bribery of witnesses, etc, 

Without concluding, Mr. I. gave way for a mo- 
tion to adjourn; and at afew minutes past three 
o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Weonespay, January 6, 1941. 

The PRESIDENT submitted a message from 
the President of the United States, in further reply 
to the resolution of the Senate of 30ih December, 
1839; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 


jhe printed, . 


Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Richard 
Elliott; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. l 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of pilots 
of the port of New York, praying a repeal of the 
law of 1837; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, 

Mr. PHELPS presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Vermont, instructing their Senators 
to endeaver to procure the passage of alaw recom- 
mending an amendment of the Constitution of the 
United Sates, restricting the eligibility of the Presi- 
dent toa single term; which was laid on the table, 
aad ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the petitions of the heirs 
of Collin Bishop; Joseph’ Cooper and Gray By- 
num, administrators of Sarshal Cooper; Francis 
Wood; Joshua Freeman; Francis Ray, Anteine 
Fay, Jeseph Reese, and John B. Denayor; Joseph 
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Boggs; Jesse Watkins, James Turner, and Benja- 
min Caton, of Missouri; David Magill; Joseph 
Ray; John O'Bannon; William Munce aad Joseph 
Woolkill; Francis Wood, Joseph Wood, and others; 
A. Groom; David M. Quilley, administrator of 
William Head; Robert A. and John G. Heath; 
Elisha Todd and Francis Cooper; John Turner; 
citizens of Clay county, Mo.; which were all re- 
ferred to the Commitiee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Prentice 
F. Bonney; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, the petition and 
papers of Maj. R. L. Baker, now on file, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. LUNN, the petition and pa- 
pers of De Mansur, now on file, were referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. ANDERSON, the petitions 
and papers now on file of Andrew Johnson and of 
Samuel Love, were referred to the Commitiee on 
Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented eight memorials 
numerously signed by merchants and citizens of 
Philadelphia, praying for the abolition of the spirit 
portion of the navy ration, and the substitution 
therefor of tea or coffee; which were referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the memorial of 
the Chamber of Commerce of New Orleans, pray- 
ing the passage of a general bankrupt law; which 
was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the petition of 
George W. Robinson; which wes referred to the 
Commiitee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of 
citizens of New Jersey, praying the passage of 
a general bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. STURGEON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill te 
make certain appropriations to the Pateni Office; 
which was twice read and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Patents and the Patent Office. 
© Mr. NICHOLAS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to authorize the issue of patents for certain entries 
of puble lands; which was read twice and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Madame De Lusser and their 
legal representatives, reporied the same with an 
amendment. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill confirming the claim of the heirs of Pierre 
Dolet, deceased, to a tract of land in Louiziana; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that when the bill 
establishing a general bankrupt law was taken up, 
he would move to amend it by subjecting banks 
and money corporations to the operation of the 
bill, and the compulsory provisions of the bill. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Prettyman was 
considered as in ccmmiltee of the whole, and of- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. * F 

The bill for the benefit of the Howard Institution 
of the city of Washingion was taken up as in cóm- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. TAPPAN inquired from the chairman of 
the Committee on the District of Columbia whether 
this was the same bill as passed the Senate the last 
session. 

Mr. MERRICK. The same. 

Mr. TAPPAN would call for the ayes and noes 
therecn. 

Several Senators asked for some explanation of 
the bill. 

Mr. MERRICK said the memorial to the Se- 
nate from respectable inhabitants of the District, 
set forth the objects of this bill—which were of a 
parely benevolent character—and therefore he 
would ask that it might be read. 

The Secretary having read the memorial, 


Mr. TAPPAN said he questioned not that th? in- 
stitution which it was proposed to establish in this 
city, for which aid was sought by this bill, was a 
very meritorious and a very charitab'’e institution; 
but he had yet to learn that they had any more 
power, or authority, or right, to grant the public 
property to maintain a charitable institution in the 
city of Washington, than they had to support a si- 
milar institution in the city of New York, New Or- 
leans, or any other city cr town of the United States. 
Because this was the seat of Government, because 
Congress sits here, and the public offices were here, 
were they to put themselves in the place of the in- 
habitants, and, by their liberality, afford the city 
the means of performing acts of charity, which in 


all other places were accomplished by the means | 


and tke private charities of the cit'zens 
themselves? If the chairman of the Conim ‘tice 
on the District would give some further explana- 
tion, he (Mr Tarran) should be glad to hear it, for 
at present be had Jearn-d nothing that was satis- 
factory. He was not aware that they were under 
any obliga‘ion to support the poor of this District, 
more than their general obtigation to do good to 
the poor all over the country. 

Mr. MERRICK had hoped the memorial itself 
would have been satisfactory. The gentleman 
from Ohio admitted that the object of the institution 
was praiseworthy and commendable, and highly 
beneficial to the conntry, but he doubted the right 
of Congress to give the aid contemplated by the 
bill, and he argued that Congress had no more 
right to provide for the poor and the indigent here, 
than in any other part of the country, Now it 
seemed to him (Mr. Merrick) that the Senator 
from Ohio had not given a correct construction of 
the powers of Congress. New York had a Go- 
vernment of her own, whese duty it was to take 
cate of the local interests of the people of that 
State, while the people of the District of Co- 
lumbia looked to Congress as their exclusive 
legislators; there was no power except that which 
resides here, and unless that power was exercised, 
the people of the District were eut off entirely. The 
members of Congress were the exclusive ralers of 
the District, and to Congress must the people of 
the District look for the exercise of sovercign pow- 
er. Wasit right and proper, then, that the people 
of the District should be completely disfranchised 
and cut off from all political rights which were en- 
joyed by the people generally, and that Corgress 
should be less beneficent than the Legislatures of 
other States? The authority of Coner:ss over this 
people was special and more compreicnsive than 


over the other people of the States; Congre-s cecu- | 


pied the place of a local Legislature; and they 


not asked to apply the national money to aid the 


people of the Distric:—~they were not asked to take | 


the money of the people of N-w York, or cf Alary- 
land, or of Ohio, but they were asked to givsto the 
people of the District a portion of ihe property which 


belonged to them, wh'ch Congress obtained by. 


grant from the owners of the soi!, for the purpose 


of being applied to the premotion of the welfare | 


SEL 


of ths people of the D'strict. What consideration 
had the recple of the United States ever given for 
this vast amount of property? This spot was se- 
lected asthe seat of the Federal Government— 
choice was made of this piace because it was con- 
venient, and the preprietors of the soil ceded to 
Congress the territory, and now all that was asked, 
was to give them back a small portion for a highly 
beneficent object, cf that which was as much the 
property of the people of the District as the land 
within a State was the property of the pzapie of 
the State. 

Mr. HUBBARD had been much surprised at the 
argument of the Senator from Maryland. Did 
they owe any thing to the District? If they did, 
he should like to see the amount stated, that he 
might ascertain the amount of balance due 
from the Government to the District of Co- 
lumbia. He knew not what right they had 
to take the property of the Government and 
convey it for the benefit of any portion of the peo- 
ple. He had yet to learn that they bad the power, 
or. if they had the power, that there would be a 
propriety in exercising that power. True they 
were the exclusive Legislature of the District; but 


> 
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were they then to provide for the support of the 
poor? Was such power conferred upon- then? 
They had given corporate and municipal powers 
to the several cities of the District, acd beyond that 
they could notgo, With reference to the account 
between Government and the District, which had 
been often alluded to, he repeated that he ‘should 
lke to see it stated. The Senator from Mary- 
land was greatly in error if he supposed if 
the value of the property was taken into 
account, there would be a balance in favor 
of the c'ty. What wou'd this property have 
been worth, if the National Government had 
not been located here? Jf this land were taken as 
now proposed, it would be the taking of the na- 
tienal property and giving it to the city, and he 


| (Mr. Huspanp) denied that they kad such power. 


They might a3 well take from the national fand 
and appropriate it to the use of the State of New 
Hampshire as to take this property for the use of 
this institution; and with these views be should 
vole egainst the bul. 

Mr, MERRICK had merely’ adveried to the 
manner Congress had acquired the title to the Dis- 
trict, to show that there was a peculiar relation 
existing beiween Congress and the people of the 
District. As to the matter of account, of which 
the Senator from New Hampshire bad spoken, he 
had no intention to enter into a diseussion, They 
were net now asked for auy thing fromthe Na- 
tional Treasnry; they were merely asked for that 
which was placed at their disposal for the benefit 
of the people. 

Mr. SEVIER had veted agsinst this bill at the 
Jast session, and he should vote against it again; 
but he wished te ask the chairman of the Com- 
mittee cn the District how maoy lots Government 
held in this city, ard what was their valve, 

Mr. MERRICK said it was irapossibie that he 
coud row answer the qnestion so unexpectedly 
proposed; originally, belf the property of the city 
was ceded to the Government, but how much the 
Government still held he could not tell. 

Mr. SEVIER asked how it had bren disposed 


of. 

Mr. MERRICK explained. A good deal of it 
had been disposed of for college: and schools, and 
a good deal for the improvement of the streets and 
public squares. When a street was paved, the 
Cor missioner of the Publie Baildings was bound 
to pave that part which passed along a public 
square, and for this parpo:e a good deal of the 
public lots ned been á y corpo. 
ration levy of im 
proving tke ro end 
habitatioys. 

Mr. SEVIER saidif the Senator from Mary- 
land would intrcdusze a bill to cede ail the lots to 


sosed of, the ¢i 
Q expe 
ike siores 


the corporate authorities, for the purpore of giving 
o each citizen alot for the site of a “iog cabin,” 
he (Mr. Sevier) wouid vote for it. 

Each white person, 
White or black, or between the 


Mr. BUS8ARD. 
Mr SEVIER. 


ia 
the land inthis city to the add a prospec: 
tive pre-emption clause for the benefit of those 
wh> were tocome hereafier in the vacant lots, he 
would vote forit, andke believed many of those 
with whom he usually acted would vote foc it too. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the Senator from Arkan- 
sas would yet becume one of the “log cabm” party. 

After a few other words from Mr. SEVIER and 
Mr. MERRICK, 

Mr. WALKER said he had voted for this bil 
at the last session with gr«at pleasure, and should 
do sc again now. ‘The bill granted a small vacant 
lot of the publie grounds in Washington to the 
Howard Institute of this city, an Institule esta- 
blisked by private fonds for the most noble and 
charitable purpores—the employment of the poor, 
especially of the female poor, the widow and the 
orphen, and the alleviation of human misery. This 
grant was not without precedent. One of the 
New England Siates and one of the Western States 
had received from Congress large grants of the 
public domain for similar institutions and for pub- 
lic charity within the limits of those States. These 
were grants, not of a small lot of ground, as in this 


86 


CONGRESSIONAL. GLOBE. 


case, but of whole townships wr peblic land, || thirty days from the commencement of the session. 


greater in extent than the entire District of 
Columbia. And was human misery less in this 

District than in New England or the West, that 
they should refuse to alleviate it here, by all the 

proper means within the power of this Government? 
If the Legislature of this Government could not 
make this grant, no other could; for no other pos-` 
sessed apy power in this District. Was this Dis- 
trict, then, to be the only portion of this Union where 
public charity was to receive no legislative aid or 
encouragement? Elere, under their own cyes, and 
in their daily walks to this Capitol, should they be- 

hold so much of human misery, aad, folding their 
arms in ca!lous apathy, say to the poor of this Dis- 
trict, “You are strangers to us—you are not our 

constituents, and we will refuse you even a small 

lot of the public ground upon which to ereet that 

asylum, for the construction of which, charitable 

individuals had raised the funds?” He would give 

no such vote; and if he did, he could not but feel 

that he was responsible for at least a portion of that 

distress which exists in this District. 

The ayes and noes were then taken, and the 
question was decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Clayton, Dixon, 
Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvel!, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robinson, Sevier, Smith 
of Indiana, Soutuard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Walik- 
er, Wall, White, Williams, and Youog—Q9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Alaba- 
ma, Hubbard, Pierce, Smith of Connecticut, and 
Tappan—7. - 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, 

Mr. SEVIER gave notice that he would, to-mor- 
row, ask leave to introduce a bill to cede the public 
lands within the District of Columbia to settlers 
thereon. 


GENERAL EROSERCTIVE PRE-EMPTION 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption sysiem, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
yaise a log cabin thereon, being the specia! order of 
the day, was taken up, and, a substitete therefor be- 
ing submitted by Mr. Prentiss, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky addressed the Senate at 
length in opposition to the bill, and was followed by 
Messrs. WRIGHT and LUNN in reply. 

At 4 o'clock, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weonespay, January 6, 1841. 

Mr. J. W. JONES, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill making appropriations for the 

SUPPORT OF THE ARMY FOR THE YEAR ISH. 

It was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and, with 
the accompanying documents, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill entitled “An act regulating the taking 
of testimony in cases of contested * election, and 
for other purposes;” which was read twice, referred 
to the Committee of Elections, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the Chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, at what time the 
bill for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
Government would be reported by the commit- 
tee. 

Mı. JONES of Virginia caid that the bill would 
be. reported in the course of a few days. 

Mr. ADAMS remarked that he made the inqui- 
ry because the rules of the House required that i: 
should be reported within the first thirty days of the 
session. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia replied that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts bad mistaken the provi- 

-ston of the rule to which he referred. ‘Phat rule 
made it the duty of the Committee of Ways and 
Means to report the general appropriation bills— 
for the civil and diplomatie expensss of the Go- 
vernment; forthe army; for the navy; and for the 
Indian Department, and Indian annuities, within 
thirty days after their appointment, and not within 


He would inform the honorable gentleman that the 
bill would be reported within the time prescribed 
by the rule of the House. 

Mr. CHINN gave noiice that he would, at an 
early day, ask leave to introduce a bill, entitled 
“An act to revivean act entitled an act to autho- 
rize the inhabitants of the State of Louisiana to en~ 
ter the back lands;” 

Also, a billentitled “An act to unite the South 
Eastern Jand district, and that of the Greensburgh 
district, in the State of Louisiana, and for other 
purposes.” f 

Messrs. DOE, CHINN, SMITH of Indiana, 
RARIDEN and GRINNELL, on leave, severally 
presented petitions; which were appropriately re- 
ferred. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, in pursuance 
of notice heretofore given, introduced “a bill to 
revive aud continue in force for a limited time, an 
act approved on the 3d day of March, 1837, enti- 
titled ‘An act for the appointment of commissioners 
to adjust the claims to reservations of land under 
the 14th article of the treaty of 1830, with the 
Choctaw Indians;” and also an act approved on the 
22d day of February, 1838, entitled “An act to 
amend an act entitled ‘An act for the appcintment 
of commissioners to adjust the claims to reserva- 
tions of lands under the {4th article of the treaty of 
1830 with the Choctaw Indians;?” which bill was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, gave notice that he 
would offer the following amendment to the Army 
Bill when it should come up for consideration: 

“Sec. —. And that the sum of three hundred 
thousand dollars be appropriated for the continu- 
ance of the Cumberland Road through the States 
of Indiana, Ohio, and Mlinois, to be disbursed 
equally among said States, and to be subjected to 
all the restrictions and limitations of former appro- 
priations.” 

On motion of Mr. D. the amendment was order- 
ed to be printed. 

Mr. LEONARD, from the Committee on Par- 
lic Buildings, to whom had been referred a resolu- 
tion of the TLouse, directing an inquiry as to the 
cause of the 

FALLING OF THE CHANDELIERS, 
made a report thereon. 

The report was read, and after exeulpating the 
contractor from all blame, concludes as follows: 

“Upon inquiry, the Committee find that no mo- 
ney has been paid by the Clerk to the constructors. 
The remaining materials of the chandelier are 
valued at $400, which Messrs. Hooper and Go. 
are willing to take back. In view of all the cir- 
cuyestances, the committee have come to the con- 
clusion to recommend to the House a strict com- 
pliance with the contract before referred te, by di- 
recting the Clerk to pay over to Messrs. Heoper 
and Co, such balance as may be coming to them, 
after deducting the $400 aforesaid. All of which 
is respectfwiy submitied.” 

The report wys concurred in, and ordered to be 
printed. : 

LUNATICS IN THE DISTRICT OF CO- 
i ; LUMBIA. 
Onimotion of Mr, W. C. JOHNSON, the House 


went intosCommittee of the Whole on the state of if 


the Union, (Mr. L. Witurams in the chair,) cn the! 

bill reported by the Committee for the District of 

Columbia, on the 22d of December, as follows: 

A BILL making temporary provision fur lunatics 
in the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted. by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the marshal for the District of Co- 
lurbia be, and he is hereby, sutherized to send to 
the lunatic asylum, in Baltimore, ali such lanatic 
persons as are now confined in the jails of Wash- 
ington and Alexandria counties, and sll such as 
may hereafter be considered as lunaties, by order 
of the circuit or criminal courts; and that he pay 
the expenses of their removal, and of their main- 
tenance in said asylum, and he allowed for the 
same in the settlement of his accounts at the Trea- 
sury of the United States. 


re 


Mr. CUSHING did not understand why the 
Corporation of Washington could not take care of 
their cwn poor. If the lunatics were paupers, 
why were they confined in the common jail? There 
was an alms house in the city, in which they could 
be confined. : 

Mr. JOHNSON would answer the question of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts.. The reason 
why the corporate authorities did not place these 
maniacs among the paupers, was because of the 
imminent peril that would thereby be occasioned. 
There were now twelve lunatics in prison with 
commen criminals. The lunatic asylum in Balti- 
more was willing to receive the lunatics at moderate 
prices. Common sympathy, said Mr. J. called for 
relief. 

Mr. CUSHING said he had understood that 
those lunatics were without the common necessa~ 
ries of life, and were obliged to lie upon the prison 
floor. Mr. C. had been told that the circumstances 
of the case called on the House for relief. If this 
bill was the only mode of affording relief, he would 
perhaps be willing to stretch a point; but he de- 
sired to know whose fault it was that the evil ex- 
isted. 

Mr. JOHNSON said that the corporation of 
this city gave two dollars per week for the sup- 
port of these lunatics, and that was all it could af- 
ford. Butin the restoration of their health, their 
minds mightbe restored. This was a higher mo- 
tive than dollars and cents, and this was the motive 
which had induced the committee to- report the 
bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to amend the bill, by 
adding the following: 

“ Provided, That it shall be done at the expense 
of the city authorities.’’ ` 

Mr. HUBBARD said that, in his opinion, this 
was a Subject which should be left to the autho- 
rities of the city. The people’s representatives 
were not there to regulate the poor houses of the 
District; and it seemed to him that, if the provi- 
sions of the bill were carried out, all the poor of 
surrounding country would come here to profit 
by it. : 

"Mt. JOHNSON said the bill was not intended for 
paupers, but for lunatics. 

Mr. HUBBARD replied that there could be no 
difference between them, in the principle of ex- 

ense. 

Mr. JOHNSON remarked that the counties took 
care of paupers, and the States of lunaties. Con- 
gress was the local legislature of the District, and 
Mr. J. asked whether it would not act its part. 
The expenses would be trifling in comparison to 
the comfort which would be bestowed. He trusted 
that the gentleman from Alabama would withdraw 
his amendment. 


Mr. REED, after some remarke, in which he ob- 
served, that from some cause or other the greatest 
number of lunatics were assembled in this city, 
said he hoped the amendment would not be agreed 
to by the House. As, however, the subject of cha- 
rity had been introduced, he begged to make a few 
remerks. Mr. R. then ina very earnest manner 
adverted to the fact that the Marshal of this Dis- 
trict had an annnal salary of ten thousand dollars, 
while the persons in the jail were in the most 
wretched condition, lying upon straw, and subject 
to many other privations. He, Mr. R. believed 
that, before the cession of the District, the State of 
Maryland allowed fifteen shillings as the price of 
board for each individual. He trusted the com- 
mittee would take this subject under consideration, 
and sce whether they could not provide by law 
much better living and accommodation for these 
esiminals, even though it shoald be at a reduction 
of the salary of the Marshal, who, it appeared, 
lived two miles off, and, while deriving a great 
profit, employed ancther person fo perform the du- 
ties. He (Mr. R.) was in favor of the bill now 
introduced; for the wretched accommodation in the 
jail was sufficient to make a man a lunatic, whether 
he was previously so or not. He hoped the amend- 
ment would not be adopted. í 

After some brier remarks from Messrs. HUB- 
BARD and VANDERPOEL, ` 

The question was taken on the. amendment of 
Mr. HUBBARD, and it was rejected. 


The committee then rose, aad reported the bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD then moved to lay it on the ta- 
ble, and called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Boyd, Burke, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
nor, Crabb, Cross, Dana, John Davis, Doan, Doig, 
Earl, Eastman, Griffin, Hand, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hill of North Carolina, Hubbard, Jameson, Jos. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kille, 
Lucas, McCulloch, McKay, Miller, Saue Ww. 
Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Paynter, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Thos. Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Taylor, Jacob 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Turney, David D. 
Wagener, Watterson, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
and Henry Williams—55. 

‘NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Bond, 
Brewster, Briggs, Sampson H. Butler, William O. 
Butler, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carroll, 
Carter, Casey, Chittenden, Cushing, Davee, John 
W. Davis, G. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, 
Dellet, Doe, Ely, Evans, Evereit, Fillmore, Fisher, 
Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Grinnell, 
John Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hillen, 
Hoffman, Hook, Jackson, James, Chas. Jobnston, 
William Cost Johnson, Keim, Kempshall, Lane, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, 
McCarty, F. Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, 
Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Morrow, Nay- 
lor, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Peck, Pope, 
Randall, Kariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, E. 
Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Shepard, Slade, John 
Smith, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Swearingen, 
Philip P. Thomas, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Warren, 
Weiler, John White, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Winthrop, and Worthington—107. 

So the House refused to lay on the table. 

After an amendation of the bill, by limiting its 
operation to lunatics who were paupers, it was 
read a third time; and the question being on its 
passage, 

Mr, L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

Some debate of a desultory character then arose, 
in relation to the length of time the bill was to be 
in operation. 

Mr. COST JOHNSON explained that the object 
of the bill was to make a temporary provision only, 
and that it was the intention of the Committee for 
the District, on a proper occasion, to introduce a 
bill for the erection of a building in this city for 
Junatics. Mr. J. then moved the previous ques- 
ion, which was seconded by the House. The 
main question on the passage of the bill was then 
ordered; and being taken by yeas and nays, resulted 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messsrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Boardman, Bond, Briggs, William 
O. Butler, Calhoun, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chinn, 
Cushing, Davee, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Doe, 
Evans, Everett, Floyd, Galbraith, Giddings, Goode, 
Graham, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Hiil of Virgisia, 
Hillen, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, 
William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lane, Leet, 
Lincoln, Mecarty, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Naylor, Nis- 
bet, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Pope, Randall, 
Reed, Ridgway, Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, John 
Smith, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Toland, 
Triplett, Jonn White, Thomas W. Williams, 
Lewis. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher 
H. Williams, and Winthrop—72. 


NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, Chittenden, Clifford, Connor, Crabb, Crary, 
Cross, Dana, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dick- 
erson, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Fill- 
more, Fine, Garland, Goggin, Griffin, Hand, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Hill of North Carolina, 
Hubbard, Joseph Johnson, Cave Jackson, Natha- 
niel Jones, Keim, Kembie, Kille, Lucas, McCul- 
loch, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Mon- 
tanya, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, 
Paynter, Peck, Prentiss, Reynolds, Jas, Rogers, 
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Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Slade, Albert 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Swearingen, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Un- 
derwood, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Wor- 
thington—82. 

So the bill was rejected, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to recommit itfor the 
purpose of incorporating certain amendments, 
limiting the operation of the bill to two years, etc. 

This montion was entertained; but without 
taking any question thereon, the House proceeded 
to the special order ofthe day, being the 
PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION 

CASE, 
between Messrs. Naytor and INGERSOLL. 

Mr. INGERSOLL appeared at the bar of the 
House, and concluded his remarks from yesterday 
in support of his claim to the seat now occupied 
by Mr. NAYLOR. 

The House then adjourned. 


Wore.—On the motion to reconsider the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Mxpint on yesterday, Mr. Joun Has- 
Tincs voted in the negalive, and not in the afirma- 
tive. 

IN SENATE, 
Tuunrspay, January 7, 1841. 

Tne PRESIDENT submitted a message from 
the President of the United States,tjtransmitting a 
report from the Secretary of War, containing a list 
of the soldiers engaged in the last war with Great 
Britain, who are entitied to bounty land; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered lo be printed. 

Also, a report from the Postmaster General, with 
a list of the number and compensation of the clerks 
engaged in his Department; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, transmitting a statement furnished by the bank- 
ing incorporations of the District of Columbia, 
showing their condition on the Ist of January, 
1841; which was laid on the table, and orderec to 
be printed. 

Also,a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury in answer to a resolution of the Senate of 
the 4th inst. relative to the settlement of the Mis- 
sissippi land claims; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 
<Mr. LINN presented the memorial of the heirs 
and legal representatives of Major General Dupor- 
tail, of Brigadier General Armand and Capt. De 
La Colombe, praying bounty land for Revolutiona- 
ry services; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of Jesse 
Carpenter; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Pablic Lands. 

On motion by Mr. NICHOLAS, the petition 
and papers of the West Feliciana Railroad Com- 
pany, now on file, were referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the petition of 
Pamela Allen, reported a bill for her relief; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of John McCloud, reported the same with an 
amendment, 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill for the relief of Samuel Crapin; 
which was read, and ordered to a segond reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the House bill 
making provision for navy pensions, and in rela- 
tion to half pay, reported the same with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the memorials of citizens of 
Michigan, praying for the imposition of a duty on 
fish brought from Canada, asked that the commit- 
tee might be discharged from their further conside- 
ration, and that the memorialists have leave to 
withdraw their papers. Mr. K. stated asa reason 
for this motion, thatthe Senate had no power by 
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the Constitution to enact a bill imposing duties. 
The motion was agreed to. ` 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Luke 
Bonney, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration; which was agreed to.. 

On motion by Mr. H. the petition of Thecdore - 
Brightwell was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred memorials for the ex- 
tension of time to the deposite banks of Natchez 
for payment of money into the Treasury of the 
United States, reported a joint resolution autho- 
rizing the Secretary of the Treasury to extend fur- 
ther indu'gence to certain of the late deposite banks; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred a bill to authorize the payment 
of equitable commissions to the agents or atiorneys 
of persons in whose favor awards have been made 
under three several treaties between the United 
States and certain foreign powers, which awards 
have been retained in the Treasury in payment of 
debts due to the United States, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Mary Saow, 
reported a bill for her relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Jacob Park and the heirs of Abraham 
White; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TAPPAN submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resclu:d, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate, at as early 
a period as practicable, in a detailed and tabular 
form, all the information in the power of his De- 
partment in answer to the following questions: 

1. What amount has the Federal Government 
lost, from its organization to this time, by the em- 
ployment of banks, by the use of bank paper, or 
by its connections in any wise with banks, includ- 
ing the depreciation of bank paper. 

2. What amount the people of the United States 
have lost, from the commencement of the Govern- 
ment to this time, by the failure and the suspension 
of banks, and by the depreciation of bank paper, 
by the loss and destruction of bank notes, and by 
the existence of banks and the use of bank paper 
generally. 

3. What have the people and Government of the 
United States paid, directly and indirectly, to the 
aggregate banks of the United States, for the use 
of those institutions annually for the last ten years. 

4. What proportion of the stock of the several 
banks of the United States is at this time owned by 


foreigners, 
: BILLS PASSED. 

The joint resolution to present to universities and 
incorporate colleges, copies of the Catalogue of the 
Library of Congress. 

T'he bill for the relief of Mary Prettyman; and . 

Phe bill for the benefit of the Howard Institute 
of the city of Washington; were severally read a 
third time and passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph M. Hernandez; 

The bill for the relief or Gad Humphreys, of the 
Territory of Florido; : 

The bill for the relief of Molachi Hogan, of the 
Territory of Florida; 
were severally considered as in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. r 

"The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John J. Bulow, jr. deceased, being taken up— 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would ask of the 
chairman of the Committee on Claims, whether 
the committee were in favor of making compensa- 
tion for all the losses of individuals occasioned by 
the war in Florida. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that question had not been 
presented to the consideration of the committee. [fit 
should be presented to that committee, so far ashe 
was concerned, he was decidedly opposed to any 
| such principle. 
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Mr. BUCHANAN said be woald to-morrow un- 
deriake to show that the bl$ which had just been 
ordered to a third reading, involved that principle, 
and, ifit passed, would be the means of taking 
millions of money from the public Treasury. 

Mr. HUBBARD would with pleasure listen to 
the Senator’s views on the subject at his eariiest 
convenience. i 

Some further conversat'on enmed as to the 
principles involved in these bil's, in whica Messrs. 
WRIGHT JHUBBARD, and KING, participated; 
when, by equal consent, the bill under considera- 
tion was informally passed over, with the under- 
standing that it and the others for claims in Florida, 
would be discussed to-morrow. 


The bill to continue in force the act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Mussoari, ap- 
proved Sih July, 1832, and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved 2 March, 1833; and 

The bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to the 
heirs or legai representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased; were severally considered as in commit- 
tee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

‘The bill to establish a permanent prospeciive pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who shail inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log cabin thereon, being the special order of 
the day, was taken up, the question being on the 
substitute therefor submitted by Mr. PRENTISS, 

After a slight modification of the subsitie by 
Mr. PRENTISS, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON addressed the Senate in 
favor of the substitute, and in opposition to va- 
rious propositions of the-bill, and was followed by 

Mr. HUBBARD, who submitted his views at 
length in favor of the principle of the bill, and in 
opposition to the amendment. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. GRAHAM 
and PRESTON, whose remarks were principally 
contined to the relative powers of the General and 
State Governments on the subject of naturalization 
and citizenation. 

Mr. ANDERSON rose with the purpose of sub- 
mitting his views on the bill; but it being late in 
the afternoon, he yielded to a motion for adjourn- 
ment; 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 7, 1841, 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. LEET asked and obtained leave to with- 
draw the petition of the heirs of Capt. Richard 
Dollarear, late of the Revolutionary army, and the 
accompanying documents, 

The SPEAKER. thea announced, as the special 
order, the consideration of the report of the Com- 
mitiee of Elections relative to the 


CONTESTED PRA Ne ELECTION 
ASE 


between Messrs. NAYLOR and INGERSOLL, 

Mr, FILLMORE, after alluding to the indisposi- 
tion of Mr. Nayzor, moved a postponement of the 
case until to-morrow. 

Mr. MONROE objected, on the ground that to- 
morrow was the day ior the consideration of pri- 
vate bills. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had no objection to mo- 
dify his motion so as to insert Monday. 

After some debate. of a conversational character, 
the motion was agreed to, and the further conside- 
ration of the subject postponed until Monday 
next. 


LUNATICS IN THE DISTRICT OF CO- 
LUMBIA. 

The next business was the motion of Mr. FrLL- 
MORE to. reconsider the vote by which the bill mak- 
ing temporary provisions for lunatics in the Dis. 
trict had been rejected. 

After some brief remarks from Mr. TILLING. 
HAST, 

Mr. MARVIN moved the previcus question, 
which was seconded, 

The maia question onthe reconsideration was 
then ordered to be put, whereon 

Mr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays, 


which were ordered, ‘and being taken, resulted as | 
follows: - 

YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Barnard, Goardman, Bond, Brews'er. 

’ a > z ? 4 
Briggs, Brockway, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Ceszy, 
Caisn, Cranston, Curis, Cashing, D 
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ana, Davee, 
Edward Davies, John W. Days, Garrett Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Doe, Doig, Edwards, 
Ely, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, Galbraith, Gid- 
dings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hook, | 
James, Charles Johasion, William Cost Johnson, 
Kempshall, King, Lane, Leet, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Francis Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, 
Morgan, Morrow, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, Par- 
menter, Peck, Randall, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, 
Edward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 
Slade, John Smith, Traman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thomp- 
son, John B. Thompson, Tilliaghast, 'Toand, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Warren, Weller, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher Ii, Williams, Win- 
throp, and Wise—95. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Banks, Blackwell, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Clif- 
ford, Connor, Crabb, Crary, John Davis, Dicker- 
son, Doan, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Floyd, Griffin, 
Hand, John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of 
North Carolina, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Keim, Kille, Lucas, McClellan, 
McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, 
Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Parrish, Paynter, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, Ryall, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpocl, 
Watterson, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
and Worthington—62. | 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved to recommit the 
bill toa Committee of ihe Whole on the state of the 
Union, which was agreed to-—ayes 95, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved a suspension of 
the rules for the purpose of going at that time into 
committee on the bill. 

And the rules being suspended, 

The House thsn resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole en the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Liscouw in the chair,) and took up the bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE offered an amendment limiting 
the operation of the act to March 3, 1843, which 
was agreed to. 

The following amendment was also offered and 
agreed to: 

“They being paupers of the said District of Co- 
Jumbia, their support being legally chargeable 
thereto.” 

A debate then followed, relative to the propriety 
of defraying the expense for the support of the lu- 
naties out of the public treasury, in which Messrs. 
HAND, WADDY THOMPSON, WM, COST 
JOHNSON, FILLMORE, DAWSON, BRIGGS, 
and ALFORD, participated. The debate will be 
noticed hereafter. 

On motion, the commitice then rose and reported 
the bill, as amended, to the House. | 

The amendments were concurred in, and the bill 
read a third time; and the question being on its 
passage, was laken by yeasand nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, 
John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Board- | 
man, Bond, Brewster, Briges, Brockway, Sampson 
H. Batler, William O. Butler, Calhoun, William 
B. Campbelli, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chit- 
tenden, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Thomas Davee, 
Edward Davies, John W. Davis, Garrett Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Doe, Doig, Edwards, 
Ely, Everett, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, 
Galbraith, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Graves, Green, Grinnell, John Hastings, Henry, 
Fill of Virginia, Hofman, Holmes, Hook, Hant, 
James, Charles Jobnston, Wm. Cost Jobnson, | 
Kembie, Kemrshall, King, Lane, Leet, Lincoln, 
Loweil, Meredith Mallory, Francis Mallory, | 
Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Morgan, Morrow, Ox 
borne, Palen, Parmenter, Peek, Pore, Randall, 
Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Ro. | 
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gers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Slade, John 
Smith, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Sumter, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Warren, Weller, John ‚White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Win. 
thron, and Wise—110. 

NAYS—Mecsrs. Atherton, Banks, Black, Black- 
wel], Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
Clifford, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Crary, Cross, John 
Davis, Doane, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Garland, 
Grifin, Hand, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, Kile, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCalloch, Medill, Montanya, Montgomery, S. 
W. Morris, Panish, Parris, Paynter, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, James Rogers, Ryall, Shaw, Snepard, 
Steenrod, Strong, Swearengen, Taylor, Jacob 
Thompson, John B. Taompson, Turney, Watter- 
son, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
and John T. H. Wortbington.— 69. 

So the bill was passed, and sent to the Senate for 
its coucurrence. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications: 

1. From the Secretary of the Treasusy, trans- 
mitting copies of statements rendered by the incor- 
porated banks of the Disirict of Columbia, showing 
the state of their affairs at the close of the year 
1840. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

2. From the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting, 
for the use of the members of the House, 245 co- 
pies of the Navy Register for 1841. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

3. From the Postmaster General, transmitting a 
statement of the number of clerks employed in the 
Post Offise Department during the year 1840, with 
the names and salaries, in obedience to the act of 
April 20, 1818. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

4. From the Postmaster General, transmitting, 
in compliance with the resolution of the House of 
the 22d ultimo, a statement of ihe expenditures of 
the Post Office Department for regular and- tempo- 
rary special agents, with their names, &e. from 
the first day of July, 1839, to the 30th day of No- 
vember, 1840. 

Referred to the Committee on the Expenditures 
of the Post Office Department. 

5. From the Treasurer of the United States, 
transmitting the quarterly aecounts of the Trea- 
surer for the service of the Post Office Department 
for the years 1837, 1838, 1839, each year ending 
on the 30th of June. 

Referred tothe Committee on the Expenditures 
of the Post Office Department, and ordered to be 


printed. 
BILLS FROM THE SENATE. 

The following Senate bills were read a first 
and second time, and sppropriately referred, viz: 

An act to provide for the settlement of claims of 
the State of Maine for the services of her militia; 

An act to confiim to the State of Indiana the 
land selected by her for that portion of the Wabash 
and Erie Canal which lies between the mouth of 
the Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for 
other purposes; 

An act for the relief of the Plumb Island Bridge 
and Turnpike Company; 

An act for the relief of Clemens, Bryan and 
Company; 

An act for the relief of John Moore; 

An act for the relief of John Carter; 

An act in addition to an ast for the relief of 
Walter Loomis and Abel Gay. 

Mr. CUSHING moved to suspend the rules, 
that the House might go into Committee of the 
Whole on the bill reported at the last session of 
Congress, entitled, “A bill to provide for the satis- 
faction of claims due to certain American citizens 
for spoliations committed off their commerce prior 
to the 31st day of Jaly, 1801.” 

On the question being taken, there were—ayes 
55, noes 73. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD also moved a suspension 

fihe rules for the purpose of taking up a bill, re 
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ported last session, for satisfying the claims of sol- 
diers who served during the last war, to bounty 
lands; but the motion was not seconded by the 
House. 

The SPEAKER then called for 

_ REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Gom- 
merce, reported . 

A bi!] to authorize and provide for the purchase 
of a lot of land adjoining the Custom House in the 
city of New York; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of J. Porter Felt, decased; which were severally 
read a first and second time, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. ‘ 

Mr. WELLER, from the same committee, pre- 
sented an adverse report on the petition of Wm. J. 
Stillwell. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of George A. 
Slaughter; which was read a first and second time, 
and committed. 

Mr. GARLAND, from the same committee, re- 
ported without amendment Senate bill No, 15, en- 
titled “An act to relinquish the interest of the Uni- 
ted States to a certain tract of land in the State of 
Alabama;” which was read a first and second time, 
and committed. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, from the same 
committee, reported without amendment Senate 
bill No. 12, entitled “An act to establish an addi- 
tional land district in the State of Alabama;” 

Also, without amendment, Senate bill No. 11, 
entitled “An. act to relinquish to the State of Ala- 
bama the two per cent. fund reserved by the act 
for ber admission into the Union, to be applied to 
the making of a road or roads leading to said 
State;” which were severally read a first and se- 
cond time, and committed. 

Mr.C. H. WILLIAMS, from the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, reported a bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the benefit of the Northern 
Liberty Fire Company; which was read a first and 
second time, and committed. 

Mr. DEBERRY, from the Committee on Agri- 
culture, reported a Dill for the relief of Mrs. Anne 
F. Perrine and her children; which was read a first 
and second time, and committed. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill providing for the 
payment of the State of Maine for services of her 
militia; which was read a first and second time, 
and commi'ted. 

Mr. MONROE, from the same commiitée, re- 
ported a bill to found a military asylum for the re- 
lief and support of invalid soldiers of the army of 
the United States; which was read a first and se- 
cond time, and committed. 


On motion of Mr. CLIFFORD, the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the(petition of Ann E. Bro- 
nough. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Revolutiona- 
ry Pensions, reported the follewing bills: 
© A bil for the relief of Michael Seas; and 

A bill for the relief of John Lybrook; 
which were twice read, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and made the order 
of the day for to-morrow. 


Mr. C. also, from the same committee, asked jto 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of the heirs of Lieutenant Joseph Holli- 
day, and that said petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. And, also, that 
said committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Christopher Lambert, 
and that said petition be referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. ; 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions were discharged from 
the further consideration of the petitions of Han- 
nah Waldo, Abigail Rives, Juliet. Onron, Thomas 
Hall, Margaret Askins, Pegey Duncan, C. B. 
Chandler, Abigail Allen, and Joshua Bill; and the 
petitions were ordered to Jie upon the table. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 


Beriah Wright; which was read a first and second 
time, and committed. 

Mr. C, also, made adverse reports on the peti- 
tions of Jared Gossage, 

Mr. PALEN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Levi Colmus; which 
read a first and second time and committed. 

Mr. PALEN made adverse reporis on the peti- 
tions of Richard Cottriall, Benjamin Dales, Peter 
Sky, Josiah Hunt, James K. Scorge, and Rufus 
Henry. 

Oa motion of Mr. J. W. DAVIS, 

The House adjourned. 


Nore.—From the low tone in which Mr. Reed 
spoke on yesterday, his remarks were partially 
misconceived. Mr. R. said that the income or the 
emoluments of the office of marshal of this 
District was said to be ten thousand dollars, 
and that it was said the persons in jail were in the 
most wretched condition; and, said Mr. R. I be- 
lieve it. The income or emoluments of office, 
said Mr. R. arise from fees, and the profit of 
boarding prisoners for about $2 50 per week. 

Mr. R. felt bound, as an act of humanity, to 
make provision for the poor lunatics in this Dis- 
trict. They assembled here from all paris of the 
country, and the District was not able to support 
them. He was, therefore, in favor of supporting 
these national lunatics from the national treasury. 


IN SENATE, 
Frmay, January 8, 1841. 

The PRESIDENT submitted a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
report from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, showing what portions of the public lards 
have been subjected to entry at privaic vale for five 
years, and less than ten years; fur ten years and 
less than fifteen; for fi‘teen and less than twenty; 
for twenty and less than twenty-five; for twenty- 
five and less than thirty; for thirty and less than 
thirty-five; and for thirty-five and uowards, desig- 
nating the States, Territories, and land districts in 
which said lands are situate, and what quantity of 
land has been entered after ithad been subject to 
entry at private sale thirty-five years and upwards, 
and within what years, and within what land dis- 
tricts said lands were entered. The communica. 
tion was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Alse, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting a report of the Second Auditor, 
of the expenditures of the contingent fund of that 
officc; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, a letter from the Governor of Iowa, trans- 
mitting memorials of the Territorial Council for va- 
rious objects; which were appropriately referred. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of Jonas 
Johnston; which was referred to the Commitice cn 
Pensions. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of inha- 
bitants of the District of Columbia, praying the es- 
tablishment of a systera of national education in 
said District; which was referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr, BENTON presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Samus, McRoepertrs, elected by the Legizla- 
ture of Illinois a Senator from that State for six 
years from the 4th of March next; which were read, 
and ordered on file. 

Mr. WALL presented the memorial of Dr. Solo- 
mon Andrews, praying that a padlock invented 
and patenied by him may be adopted for the use of 
the Government for the security of mail bags, &c. 
which was referred to the Commiitee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from 
citizens of Maine, for the enactment of a general 
bankrupt Jaw; and 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial of the 
same import from citizens of Kent county, Michi- 
gan. Toese memorials, es a bill has been reported 
on the subject, were Jaid on the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial purporting 
to be signed by one hundred and twenty merchants 
and mercantile firms of thecity of New York, re- 
monstrating against the passage of a bankrupt law; 


which was laid oa the table, and ordered: to be 
printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of New York, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of any bankrapt law that did not. include 
banks in its provisions. Mr. C. took occasion to 
say that his own opinions on this subject remained 
unchanged, though he presented the memorial with 
pleasure. The memorial was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial of Charles 
Morgan; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WESSTER presented the petition of Das 
niel W. Coxe; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also gave notice that he would ask leave 
to-morrow to introduce a bil for the relief of 
Enoch Bildwin. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of inhabi- 
tants of Weston, Mo. asking for a pre emption to 
the site of their village; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Pa- 
tents and the Patent Office, to which was referred 
the bill making certain appropriations for the Pa- 
tent Office, reported the same, wilhout amendment, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which was referred the memcrial 
of citizens of Cherokee county, Ala. reported a bill 
explanatory of an act supplementary to an act en- 
titled, An act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers 
on the public lands, approved June 22, 1838. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the bill for the relict of cer- 
tain railroad companies therein named, reported the 
same, with amendments. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGEIT, the Committee on 
Finance, to which was referred the memorial of 
the Mobile and New Oceans Rairoad Company; 
the Alabama, Flerida, ard Grargia Railroad Com- 
pany; the Grand Gulf ailroad and Banking Com- 
pany; the Norristown and Valley Railroad Compa- 
ny; and the New Orleans and Carrollton Railread 
Company, were discharged from their further con~ 
sideration, the cases being provided for in the fore- 
going bill. , 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the petition. and pa- 
pers of Loyal Hopkins, now on file, were referred 
to the Committee on Claims. . 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claimg, to which was referred the petition of Ezra 
Sı. John, ani the petition of Ann F. Perrine, made 
adverse reports thereon, : 

Me. H. also, n the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of William Polk, made 
an adverse report thereon, on the ground of the in- 
st ficiency of evidence. 

Cn motion by Mr. WHITE, the report was laid 
on the table to give an opportunity to procure the 
proper evidence. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, fro 
val Affairs, to whic 
the subject, reported a 
legal representatives of Elenry Eskfoid, deceased; 
which was read, and oi to a second reading. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petidon of Richard B. 
Mason. 


2 the Committee on Na- 
< 


ferred the memorialon 
bill for the relief of the 


OREGON TERRITORY., 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked leave to introduce a joint resolution to au- 
theorize the adoption cf measures for the ceeupation 
and settlement of the Territory of Oregon, and for 
extending certain portions of the laws of the United 
States over the same. 

Mr. LINN said that when this bill was up at the 
last sessioa for discussion, both his political friends 
and opponents pressed him to forbear urging it dur- 
ing the negotiaticns with the British Government 
for the adjustment of another qnestion, from a 
fear of embarrassing its settlement. his was not 
at the time convincing to him, but it was snfficient 
for him that it was the advice of gentlemen of ex- 
perience, and he had acted in ac-ordance with it. 
His opinion was that it would ba better to put the 
whole of their claims on Great Britain together, 
and see what could be done with them; but he 
never expected that they would be amicably ad- 


90 
:justed>.. The history of the British Government 
afforded him satisfactory evidence on this 
subject. He believed that every one there 
- would be numbered with: the dead before 
- the British Government would amicably set- 
fle a question of this nature. If his memory 
served him correctly, England, pending the nego- 
tiations at Ghent, had been willing to purchase that 
territory; he did not mean to say there was any for- 
, mal offer made, but, finding that no such arrange- 
ment could be entered into, she had, step by step, 
made progress in territorial encroachment, until she 
presented to the world a claim of great importance 
where she had not even the shadow of right; and 
such would be the case at every point of the con- 
test with Great Britain. The British had extended 
their possessions, step by step, from tha extreme 
branch of Columbia river to the Pacific ocean. 
By a letter which he had recently received, he 
learned that the Hudson Bay Company was 
introducing emigranis from Great Britain by 
Cape Horn; they brought shepherds and 
placed them on farms; they had erected British 
forts on the Territory of Oregon, and had pushed 
their establishments on the south to California, 
and on the east to the Rocky mountains; and by an 
act of Parliament, a portion of the criminal law of 
Great Britain was extended up to the very confines 
of the States of Arkansas. and Missouri. 
we have a just right and claim to that property, he 
was not the man to say it should be abandoned to 
any power on earth. He was prepared and wil- 
ling to go into a discussion of the whole subject 
here involved. He had been censured by many 
gentlemen from all parts of the Union for not hav- 
ing pressed this question before, when he delayed 
it because, on the suggestion of others, he was not 
willing to introduce a new element pending the 
question relative to the Northeastern boundary. 
He would not occupy the time of thé body 
urther on this occasion; but should the Senate grant 
or the introduction of the joint resolution, he 
would embrace the opportunity when it came up 
tor consideration, to submit his views more in de- 
tail. 

Leave being granted, the joint resolution was in- 
troduced, read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to a select committee of five, consisting of 
Messrs. Linn, Wanker, Preston, Pierce, and 


SEVIER, 
THE PATENT OFFICE. 

On motion by Mr. STURGEON, the bill making 
certain appropriations for the Patent Office was 
taken up and considered as in committee of the 
whole, 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped these appropriations 
would be stopped. This Patent Office was grow- 
ing up into a new department of the Government 
—a Home Department. We had made an appro- 
priation of $90,000 for the erection of a Patent Of- 
fice, and there had been constructed a magnificent 
palace, with splendid galleries, at an expense of 
some hundreds ef thousands of dollars. Ee was 
utterly opposed to this creating a new department 
ia this Government, and more especially by indirec- 
tion, as in the present instance, where those who 
were designed by law to be merely superintendents 
of the Patent Office were assuming a superintend- 
ence over the entire agriculture and mechanics of 
the country. 

Mr. TAPPAN inquired whether the $750 pre- 
posed to be appropriated for a library was to pur- 
chase books for the officers in the Patent Office. 

Mr. STURGEON said it was for the purchase of 
scientific books, which were necessary to enable the 
officers to carry on the business of the cffice, 

Mr. TAPPAN objected to an appropriation for 
the purchase of books to enable the head of that 
department to qualify himself for the discharge of 
the duties of the office to which he had been ap- 
pointed. It had now become too common with the 
heads of departments to have separate and valua- 

le libraries, and it was time it should be stopped. 
_He moved that the section in question be struck out 
of the bill. ; 

Mr. PRENTISS explained the necessity of the 
appropriation; it was to enable the officer to learn 
whether what were offered as new and useful in- 
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Now, if- 
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ventions were really new, as on the determination 
of that fact would rest the grantof a patent. 
Books were published periodically, containing de- 
scriptions of all new patented articles here and in 
Europe, and it was of the greatest importance that 
the cfficers should have these books as works of 
reference. 3 

Mr. PRESTON also defended the appropriation; 
but suggested a variation of the phraseology of the 
section of the bill to obviate mistake. He was ih- 
clined to believe if the object was to purchase ma- 
terials to enable the officer to form a correct judg- 
ment on the articles for which patents were desired, 
that it should be agreed to. 

Mr. PRENTISS moved as an amendment the 
following words as a substitute for the words in the 
scetion: “for the purchase of such scientific books 
as are necessary for the Patent Office, $750.” 

Mr. TAPPAN thereupon withdrew his motion. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to strike out that part 
of the bill making an appropriation for the collec- 
tion of agricultural statistics, &c. He knew not 
what that had to do with a Patent Office., He ob- 
jected to this gradual and almost imperceptible 
growth of expenditures by indirect means; they 
had seen enough of these things; and he moved 
to strike out the appropriation of $1000 for that 
purpose, and he called for the ayes and noes on the 
question. 

The ayes and noes were ordered. 

Mr. STURGEON said by striking out this sec- 
tion, they would strike out the vital part of the bill. 
The service which thissum was intended to re- 
munerate, had already been rendered. 

Mr. CALHOUN said no officer had the right to 
go beyond the appropriations, and he hoped the 
section would be struck out, ax a warning to offi- 
cers not to go beyond the appropriations in future. 

Mr. MANGUM said the design of the Patent 
Office was for the preservation of the patents of the 
country, and he was unwilling that the power 
which had been exercised here should be allowed 
thus to creep upon them, and to cover other 
ground than that originally designed. He could 
not approve of agreat show being thus prepared, 
by indirection, at the public expense. 

At the request of Mr. STURGEON, a letter was 
read from the Commissioner of Patents, in which 
he urged the necessity for these appropriations. 

Mr. SEVIER concurred in the suggestions of 
the Senator from South Caroiina, [Mr. Catnoun,] 
that this should be puta stop to; but as they had 
got the articles, he thought they should be paid for 
and they could prevent its recurrence in future. 

Mr. WEBSTER, to guard against misappre- 
hension, explained that one item of expenditure 
was for the publication of a digestof the patents; 
and thé books to which allusion was made, were 
periodicals on the subject of inventions which were 
necessary to the proper discharge of the duties of 
the Patent Office. The expenditures for agricultu- 
ral statistics he would not continue, though he 
had no doubt of their constitutional righ to do so. 
They had a constitutional right, he had no doubt, 
to expend money in procuring information on the 
subject of agriculture; the products of agriculture 
were articles that were interchanged between the 
various parts of the Union,and consequently it must 
be as important a part of their duty to inform them- 
selves by agricultural statistics, as it was to acq aint 
themselves respecting cotton planting, sugar mak- 
ing, and all other articies of commerce in the coun- 
try. But it did not seem to him that this had any 
relation to the Patent Office, and they had no right 
to make any appropriations for duties which were 
not prescribed by law. 

Mr. CALHOUN differed from the Senator from 
Massachusetts in toto respecting their constitu- 
tional rightto make these appropriations. And as 
to some of these appropriations, he considered they 
were an imposition and an insult on the Senate. 
They had been told that this Patent Office was to 
be a Patent Office, and that it would cost but 
$90,000, and under this consideration he had given 
a reluctant vote for it; and from that period, it had 
gone on in utter contempt of Congress until the ex- 
penditures had amounted to nearly half a million 
of dollars. Engineers and architects came there 
with estimates of public buildings, and then the 


actual expenditures exceeded the estimates one, 
two, three, and often four times. They were 
treated like children by these architects and en- 
gineers, and he thoughi it was the duty of the Presi- 
dent of the United States to dismiss any officer who 
dared to do this. . 

After a few words from Messrs. STURGEON, 
KING,and WEBSTER, . 

Mr. RUGGLES explained that the original es- 
mates were framed on plans for the construction of 
a brick edifice, but the other branch of Congress 
had amended the bill when it was before them, for 
the cons’ruction of a stone edifice, giving the Ex- 
ecutive department authority to cause the construc- 
tion of a building that should correspond with the 
other pablic offices. . . 

Mr. STURGEON asked that the bill might be 
passed over, to afford an opportunity to procure in- 
formation on some of the points objected to by Se- 
nators. 

The bill was then informally passed over. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the petition 
and papers of Daniel Piatt, now on file, were refer- 
red to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the bill for the pu- 
nishment of certain crimes against the United 
States and for other purposes, was considered as in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading. 

The bill ftom the House of Representatives mak- 
ing temporary provision for lunatics in the District 
of Columbia, was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The bill froma the House authorizing the enrol- 
ment or register of the schooner Amistad, was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

BILLS PASSED. ` . 

The bill to continue in force the act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri, ap- 
proved 9:h July, 1832, and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved 2d March, 1833; and 

The bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased; 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

The biil for the relief of Joseph M. Hernandez; 

The bill for the relief of Gad Humphreys, of the 
Territory of Florida; f i 

The bill for the relief of Malachi Hagan, of the 
Territory of Florida; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of John J. 
Bulow; i 

The bill for the relief of James Williams; and 

The bill for the relief of Philip Weademan; 
were, 

On motion by. Mr. HUBBARD, postponed to, 
and made the order of the day for Wednesday 
next, $ 


PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who:shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log cabin thereon, being the special order of 
the day, was taken up, the question being on the 
substitute therefor submitted by Mr. Prentiss. 

Mr. ANDERSON submitted his views at length 
in Opposition to the substitute, and in favor of the 
bill. 

Mr. MANGUM said, as there were several Se- 
nators, himself among the number, who wished to 
submit their views in relation to this bill, he would 
ask its friends to postpone the further discussion of 
it until Monday next; which being agreed to, the 
bill was informally passed over. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he was in favor of a 
pre-emption law, but it must. be on certain terms 
and conditions; and, to show what those terms and 
cenditions were, he would submit the following 
proposition, which he would offer when the bill was 
again taken up, and which he asked might be or- 
dered to be printed. 

Resolved, That the bill be recommitted to the 
committee that reported it, with instructions to re- 
port amendments thereto, to the following effect: 

1. To distribute the proceeds of the sales of the 
public Jands among the several States of the Union 
in just and equitable proportions. 

2. To grant to actual bona fide settlers upon the 
public lands the right of pre-emption to any quan- 
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tity thereof, not exceeding one half section, or 320 


acres, including the place of settlement, at the 
minimum price of $1 25 per acre; with such pro- 
visions as shall limit this right of settlement and 
pre-emption to actual bona fide settlers whose es- 
tate, at the time of settlement, shall not exceed the 
value of $1,000; and, furthermore, with such pro 
visions as shall effectually exclude the wealthier 
speculators from ali benefit under this law, and 
shall prevent them from interfering with, or parti- 
cipating in, the privilege and right of settlement 
and pre-emption, which are hereby granted and in- 
tended for the sole advantage of the needy and 
honest settlers and cultivators of the soil. 


Mr. LUNN then gave notice that he should move 
an amendment to the amendment of the Senator 
from Kentucky, forthe purpose of appropriating 
the proceeds derived from the sale of the public 
lands, to increase the national defences. Ee hoped 
both his amendment and that of the Senator from 
Kentucky would be voted down; but he would 
move as often as this question came up, to apply the 
money to the protection of their frontier, both 
maratime and inland, from aggression in all future 
time. , 

Mr BENTON said the proposition of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky was based on the one which 
there was no difficulty in comprehending. But 
the Senate and the country, from the first of the 
present session, had been told of the existence of a 
national debt which that Senator and his friends 
affirmed did exist, but which he (Mr. Benton) and 
his friends denied. The Senator bad his thanks 
nevertheless, for coming forward with this proposi- 
tion so openly: it was an intimation of the policy 
of the new Administration—of their intention to 
add to the national expenditures, to restrict the in- 
come of the country, and then to have recourse to 
a high tariff. He deemed this the opening up of 
the whole policy of the new Administration, and 
he was not willing to vote on it now, if they could 
decide against it by forty to one; he wished that 
policy to be laid open to the view of the people of 
the United States, and he only rose now to thank 
the gentleman for his declarations of yesterday 
and to-day—of yesterday, in favor of a Na- 
tional Bank, and to-day, on the subject of 
the land revenue, by which three or four millions 
would be diverted from the national income, and 
would have to be made up by loans and taxes. He 
(Mr. B) again thanked the Senator-—they should 
now have a fair contest and no ‘bush whacking.” 
They (Mr. Bunton and his friends) would go to the 
contest with the opposite gentlemen, and they should 
see whether a national debt should be created, but 
which the Senators on the other side said did now 
exist, which he (Mr. Brenton) denied, and they 
should see whether so layge a sum should be with- 
drawn from the public revenue. He once more 
thanked the honorable Senator, and promised him 
that he would be met in the coming contest. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN had intended nothing more 
on this occasion than to give gentlemen no- 
tice that such a motion would be made, and 
he had not supposed that it would now be 
debated. ‘The honorable Senator from Mis- 
souri was perfecily welcome to all he could 
derive from it. Ele (Mr. Crirrenpen) had 
always looked upon himself as too humble an indi- 
_vidualto have any great importance attached to 
any movement of his, aud perhaps for that reason 
he had always been prompt and ready—perhaps 
too prompt, on some occasions—to express his opi- 
nions, whatever they might be. ‘They were al- 
ways such ashe believed to be right, and therefore 
he was always ready to maintain them, in any 
contest. Tne proposition which he had just 
offered, was a plain proposition; he had no 
secret on this subject; what he was for he 
was for always, and was always ready .to pro- 
claim. He bad received the thanks of the Senator 
-from Missouri, but he feared he was reaping a re- 
ward far beyond his merits. The question of a 
distribution of (he public lands among the States 
was no new question; it had onee received the 
sanction of both branches of Congress, and the 
circumstances connected with the defeat of that 
bill were notorious; but the States continued to 
cling to that measure. The Legislature of his own 


State had given him instructions on that question; 
and he had no doubtif his opinions on that sub- 
ject were less firm, he should consider those in- 
structions imperative. But he would not now de- 
bate the question; he would content himself with 
simply giving notice to gentlemen of his proposi- 
tion, and the debate could follow when the proposi- 
tion came up for consideration. 

Mr. BENTON repeated the expression of his 
thanks, if the Senator from Kentucky would ac- 
cept them, for the notice he had given them. Yet, 
for one, he (Mr. Benton) wanted no notice to be 
prepared to meet such a proposition. Thegentlemen 
opposite had intimated their intention to detect and 
expose to the country, after the 4th of March next, 
a debt of twenty-seven and a half million of dol- 
Jars, and they had been calling upon the support- 
ers of the present Administration to tax French 
wine and sifks—tkey had heard too often here these 
propositions for the purpose of making up a deficient 
revenue—it was a proposition to disturb the course 
of business and commerce, for the purpose 
of supplying a deficiency in the revenue which 
could not endure a moment’s delay. It was 
to no purpose that the estimates were confined 
within the appropriations for the year; the gentle- 
men still said. they must have taxes to create an 
income, and if they were not gratified, the present 
Administration was to take the odiur—should he 
limit himself to the word ediumi—to the odium 
of having rendered it necessary to call an 
extra session of Congresss immediately. And 
while they were met with the threatened odium of 
an extra session of Congress to supply a deficient 
revenue, here came a proposition to take off 
three and half millions on which reliance was 
placed to carry on the Government. He again 
thanked the Senator for showing his hand so 
openly, and for the intimation that the new Ad- 
ministration was to commence at once the crea- 
tion of a nalional debt, by subtracting from 
the revenue, with the re-establishment of that state 
of things by which the commerce of the country 
was loaded down by taxation; and that was to be 


ercise an infinenee all over the country. He 
would tell that honorable Senator that a new 
National Bank could not be created without a Na- 
tional Debt, whose stock must be sold to make the 
capital for the Bank; he would tell the Senator 
from Kentucky he could not move an inch towards 
a new National Bank without the creation ofa Na- 
tional Debt. Hehoped, however, that his friends 
would put off measures of this kind to that called 
session of which they had been notified on ‘hat 
floor; for he informed gentlemen if they diverted the 
land revenue, and went beyond thecurreat income, 
they would have to come together, which he (Mr. 
Benton) should do all hə could to prevent, and 
he should do that by doing all he could to prevent 
the expenditures exceeding the estimates—hy pre- 
venting the appropriations going beyond the current 
revenue. Letthe new Administration call Con- 
gress together to make good the deficiency in the 
revenue oceasioned by their own extravagant ex- 
penditures, and he (Mr. Bunrow) would thank them 
for the day on which they issued their proclama- 
tion. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN weuld extend his claim to 
the gratitude of the Senator from Missouri, by the 
farther avowal that he should be in favor of such 
an additional imposition of duties as will supply an 
adequate revenueto the Government. 

Mr. CALHOUN said it was evident this de- 
bate would take a wide range, and would bring the 
whole subject of the public lands before the Seaate; 
he rose to give notice that he would move, as an 
amendment to the amendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky, a billto cede the public lands within 
the limits of the new States cn certain conditions 
therein meutioned. 

[This bill will be found in another column, ap- 
pended to the report made by Mr. Norvett.] 


The amendment proposed by Mr. CRITTENDEN 
was then ordered to be printed. 


The Senate then went into Executive session, 


| and, after half an hour spent therein, the doors 


were again opened. 


followed up by the establishment of a Bank, to ex- | 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: i 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
causing to be procured and submitted to the Senate, 
copies of the debates in the British Parliament, 
prior to the year 1820, in relation to the North- 
eastern boundary of the United States, and copies 
of land titles emanating from the British Govern- 
ment repugnant in the calls of said titles to the 
boundary now claimed by said Government. 

Mr- PRESTON objecied to the adoption of the 
esolution, as presenting us in the aspect of regu- 
lating our proceedings by British legis‘ation. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN would suggest whether it 
might not be possible that these debates made 
against our claim to the territory in dispute, and, if 
so, would it not, instead of strengthening, weaken 
the position we at present occupied in relation to 
the matter? 

Mr. WALKER said, the resolution was one of 
inquiry only, the propriety of which would be de- 
cided on by the appropriate committee. If that 
committee, upon mature deliberation, conceived 
the inquiry to be important, it would be made; and 
in sub witting this resolution, he desired only to call 
their attention to the subject. Mr. W. said,’ he 
had read one of these debates of the British Parlia- 
ment, and conceived it tu be ofthe utmost impor- 
tance, and that it ought to be published in an offi- 
cial form for the information of the people of Eng- 
land, of the people of the British provinces, of thejpeo- 
ple of the United States, aud of the civilized world. 
In that debate, the boundary line, as now claimed 
by Great Britain,was distinotly repudiated by both 
branches of the British Parliament, and by both 
parties, the Opposition and the Ministry, in a de~- 
bate, too, cotemporaneous with the treaty of 1783. 
Mr. W. also believe that land titles had emanated 
from the British Government, directly contradictory 
in the calls of those titles, to the boundary now 
claimed by England, and he thought the whole sub- 
ject of sufficient importance to claim the attention 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations. _ 

Mr. WEBSTER «said he agreed wiih the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi [Mr. WALKER] asto the impor- 
tance of these decuments in shedding light on the 
true intent and meaning of the treaty of 1783, in 
relation to the boundary between the United 
Siates and the British Proviness. It clear- 
ly established, in his mind, that the trea- 
ty pursued the old boundary, as established by 
the charter of the colony of Massachusetts, and that 
the northwest corner of Nova Scotia was the start- 
ing point. ‘There was also an important admission 
made by the then Lord Chancellor to the attacks of 
some of the Opposition members of Parliament. 
They denounced the treaty as granting a large ter- 
ritory to this country, the possession of which was 
necessary lo the convenience and safety of their 
Canadian provinces. To this it was replied by the 
Lord Chancellor that there was nothing of grant on 
either side, but they had taken the boundaries as 
they had been previously established, and that no 
treaty could have been made upon any other terms. 
Throughout the whole of these debates, indeed, 
there is a broad admission by all parties of what 
this country has always claimed as the boundary 
between this country and the British Provinces. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said thatas this resolution 
was one of mere inquiry, it might appear discour- 
teous towards his friend from Mississippi [Mr 
Wa ver] to oppose its adoption, and he should do 
so with great reluctance, If it were pressed, he 
would, therefore, probably vote for it, although it 
appeared to him to be a singular duty to imsose on 
the Committee of Foreign Relations. Ungues- 
tionably the debate in the British Parliament, to 
which it referred, was one of great importance, It 
proved that short’y after the original treaty was 
concluded, British statesmen of all parties agreed 
that the line designated by it included within the 
limits of the United States the territory now in 
dispute between the two Governments. Bat why 
should the Senate be made ‘he instrument of com- 
manicating this debate to the public? Such a 
course was unprecedented, so far as his knowledge 
extended. This was information proper for the 
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public, and it might be communicated, like all such 
information, through the agency of the publie 
press. He thought this would be the best and 
most appropriate course; ard unless his impres- 
sions should change, he would act upon this opi- 
nion, as a member of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, should the resolution be adopted. 

He was glad of the present opportunity of say- 
ing a few words on another branch of the subject. 
It had been expected by some persons that the re- 
port of Messrs. Mudge and Featherstonhaugh 
would be noticed by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. That report was a tissue of sophistry 
from first to last, which might be easily exposed; 
but so far as his information exteaded, it had never 
been officially recozni-ed by the British Govern. 
ment. In this state of the case he did not believe 
it ought to be made.the subject of any report from 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, and therefore 
he had never called the attention of the committee 
to it. Besides, it was well understood that nego- 
liations were now pending, ard were nearly brought 
to a happy conclusion, for referring the final deci- 
sion of this question to commissioners mutvaliy 
chosen by the two Governments, with such aa ulti- 
mate provision, in case of their disagreement, as 
must settle the question. Under these circam- 
stances, he thought it would be improper for the 
Senate to interfere. 

Mr. ALLEN said he was opposed to the adop- 
tion of this resolution. What was its object? To 
procure testimony in support of our claim to the 
territory embrac-d by the limits of Maine. He 
was opposed to this. So long as we debated, so 
long as we gave opportunity for cavil on this sub- 
ject, so long would Great Britain protract its settle. 
ment. There is a point at which this matter must 
stop; where we must put cur foot, and say, this ad- 
mits of no further discussien, ‘The British Go: 
vernment have just as much rightio Jay claim to 
the District of Columbia as any spot claimed 
by the United States. Suppose that Goverument 
should lay claim to this territory upon which we 
are now holding our deliberations, and we shou'd 
undertake to argue the matier, and to hant np do- 
cumentary testimony to estabiish our claim, and 
we should pursue this course for a series of years, 
why, we should soon be as much at sea as we are 
at present in regard to the Northeastern boundary 
line, The great faultin this matter was in per- 
mitting it to be a subject of controversy, We 
should have pleced ourselves on the line, as called 
for by the treaty of 1783, and we shoald have said 
to Great Britain, you cannot be serioas or honest in 
attempting to make it a subject of diseassicn. 
Moot this question of title, and go in quest 
of evidence to support it, and ycu postpone its set 
tlement iniefinitely. So long as yoa keep the ques- 
tion open, Great Britain will use the argument that 
She is nearer to this territory than we are; at least 
her effective power, which she is constantly in- 
creasing, is nearer. Mr. A. said he considered this 
question as settled, so far as this boly was con- 
cerned. It was setiled by a unanimous vote of the 
Senate, who, though rent by the diversities ef politi- 
cal feeling, excited by a contest which had raged 
through the course of twelve years, yet on this 
subject they had gone shoulder to shoulder, 
and, by a unanimous vote, bad said this qucstion, 
so far as we are concerned, is setued end deter- 
mined; and there he was disposed to leave it. Mr. 
A. said there were troublesahead. It was evident, 
from the conduct of her Minister on a recent ecca- 
sion, that Great Brition, so far froma wish to have 
this affair promptly and amicably settled, was en- 
deavoring to get up other questions of embroil- 
ment. He hoped the Senate would not again 
open this subject of the Northeastern boundary. We 
had ‘already decided, by a unanimous vote, that 
our claim was right, and we will, if necessary, sup- 
port it. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said the motion was to 
adopt a resolution to print certain debates of the 
British Parliament in relation tothe boundary be- 
tween the Sta'es and the British provinces. What 
was the present condition of the boundary question? 
It is the subject of negotiation, The diplomats are 
now acting on it and acting on‘ it, as he was in- 
formed, in a spirit worthy of the enlightened Go- 


vernments interested in the question, and the libe- 
tal and benevolent spirit of the age in which we 
live. Why then should we interfere? If the di- 
plomats want these papers to enl ghten them on 
the subject of their deliberations, they undoubted- 
ly can have access to them in the libraries of this 
country orof Europe. He would say, without in- 
tending to cast reflections any where, that since 
1815, the Executive action of the Government on 
this question had been much impaired by ex- 
traneous action. He referred to the report 
recently made by Messrs. Mudge and Feather- 
stonhaugh as not having been adopted by the 
British Government; and sail that it had been ably 
answered by a gen:leman of this country, (Mr. 
Gallatin,) whose information on this subject was 
unsurpassed, if equalled, by any one on this conti- 
nent. Mr. C, referred to the recent cor espondence 
between the Secretary of State and the British Mi- 
nister, in reference to MeLeod, and said that ihe 
language used by Mr. Fox was such as should not 
have been used without instructions from his Go- 
vernment. He understood thai tke whole corre- 
spondence on the part of that Minister was 
without instructions, and he was not going 
to put himself in a passion on account of 
language vsed by a Minister under cuch circum: 
stances. The affair of the Carotine was cne of 
much delicacy; and it remains to be szen whether 
the order by the British authorities to capture the 
vesse: was nct intenled to be limited to the waters 
over which they had jurisdiction, which might have 
been justifiable, but ber capture aad destruction 
at Fort Schlosser, on cur own sh re, was another 
and a very different matter. He wished this ques- 
ticn to rest at present where the Constitution bad 
piacnd it, in the hands of the Executive. Should 
it fail to be settled by negotiaticn, and was brought 
before us for cur action, that course would be 
pursued which wes dictated atike by the ho- 
nar and interest of oar eimsiry. And if col 
lsion should vofortanately ensue, he would not 
be hindmost in the defence of American rights, who, 
befi re that collision comes, is the most ecol, and 
the most open to reason, He coneluded by ex- 
pressing his opinion that the idea of the probability 
of a rupture with Great Britaia was entirely un- 
founded. 

Mr. WALKER said, whatever opinions others 
might entertain in regard to this boandary contro- 
versy, there was one in which kad bored that 
all would concur; and the . that if war must 
come, we shold have done all in oar rower to 
demonstrate, beth to friends asd f es, that the right 
of the case wus with ns,and not with Great Britain, 
Mr. W. said that before any confliet ar Ss, he was 
in favor of demonsvatirg those rights; not by bold 
assertion or declamaticn; noi by unmeaning me- 
nace, in edvance, perhaps, of any real necessily; 
but by the publieation of imperant documents, ia an 
authentic form, © staining the undesiable proof of 
the justice of ali cur claims, as conceded at one 
time by cur opponents, This was a document that 
ought to ba known to every citizen of the Union, 
and Mr, W. was especially desirous that it skou!d 
be in the hands of all his constitnents, that when 
Uf ever) they should bee upon to expend their 
blood and treasne in mainiainins the jast claims of 
asister Sate, they might know that those claims 
had been acknowledved by both parties and bo:h 
houses of the British Parliament in 1783. Mir. 
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W. said he was also d s that this impertant 
debate might be published in an offiedal form, in 


whica it might reach the people of Canada; for ke 
(Mr. W.) krew, from travelling theongh Upper 
and Lower Canada last summer, that the authen- 
ticity of this debate was Genied there thronghout 
both Provinces, and that much delusion prevailed, 
which might, in part, be dissipated by this publica-~ 


tion. As, however, it was now late, Mr. W. 
would move fer the present to lay the resolution on 
the table. 


The resolution was accordingly laid on the table. 
And the Senate adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fr'pay, January 8, 1841, 
Mr. EVERETT asked the general consent of 
e House, to intreduce the following resolution: 
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t Resolved, That the Committee on Revolationa- 
ry Peasions be instructed to inquire into the expe 
diency of continuing, for the term of five years, 
the pensions allowed under the “acı granting half 
pay and persions to certain widows,” passed J uly 


7, 1838. 


Objection being made, 

Mr. EVERETT moved to suspend the rules, 
and thereon called for the yeas and neas. 

After some conversation between Messrs. TA- 
LIAFERO, GALBRAITH, and EVERETT, 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered, and resulted— 
yeas 99, nays 53—not two-thirds—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, J W. Allen, Andrews, 
Atherton, Baker, Beirne, Blackwell, Boardman, 
Bond, Breckenridge, Briggs, Brockway, Burke, 
Calhoun, Carr, Chinn, Chittenden, Clifford, Cran. 
ston, Croekett, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Thomas 
Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, Garrett Davis, 
Dellet, Earl, Edwards, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fill- 
more, Fornance, Galbraith, Gentry, Giddings, a4 
Goode, Granger, Hall, Hand, Henry, Hill of 
Va, Hook, James, C. Johnston, Joseph Johnson, W., 
C. Johnzon, Kempshall, Lane, Leonard, Lincoin, 
Lowell, McCulloch, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, 
Monroe, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Peck, Pope, Prentiss, Randall, Rariden, 
Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, 
Ryall, Saltonstall, Sergeant,; Shaw, Slade, Albert 
Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanly, Steen- 
rod, Strong, Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
Trurabuil, David D. Wagener, Weller, John 
White, Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Chris‘o- 
pher H. Williams, and Winthrop—99. 

NAYS—Me-srs. Banks, Black, Boyd, Aaron 
V. Brown, Albert G Brown, Sampson H. Butler, 
Carroll, Casey, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Cross, 
Joha W. Davis, Dawson, Dckerson, Fisher, 
Floyd, Garland, Green, Griffin, Habersham, 
Hawes, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Cave Joha- 
sop, John W. Jones, Kille, Leadbetter, Lewis, 
Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Francis Mallory, 
Miler, Montanya, Montgomery, Pickens, Samu- 
els, Shepard, Sumter, Swearingen, Taliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, John B. 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, 
Warren, Watterson, and Lewis Williams—53. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. POPE gave notice that be would, on tó- 
morrow, or on some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill toeatend the pravisions of an act 
supplementary to an act for the relief of certain 
surviving officers and scldiers of the Revolution, 
approved the 7:h day of June, 1832. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which wes referred Senate bill, No 23. 
enliied “An act to authorize the inhabitants of 
township cight north, range thirty-two west, in the 
State of Arkansas, to enter a section of land, in 
lieu of the sixteenth section in said township, upon 
condition that the same is surrendered to the United 
States, for military purposes,” made a report 
thereon, with a recommendation that it do not 

ass. 

Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS, from the Committee 
of Claims, made an unfavorable report upon the 
petition of the widow of Herbert Lacroix, de- 
ceased; which report was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. CARR, the Committee on 
Revolationary Pensions was discharged from the 
further considetation of the petition of Joseph Me- 
Millen. 

Mr. C. MORRIS, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Mary and Elizabeth Odell; which was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. M. a'so reporied 

A bill for the relief of John E. Wright; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Justice; and 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Ealer, accompanied 
by a reportin each case; which bills were several- 
ly read a first and second time, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole on the stale of the Union. 

STEAMBOAT DISASTERS. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Select Commit- 
tee on the subject, to whom had been referred the 
petition of John Coates and others, relating to 
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steamboat disasters, and the means of their preven- 
tion; and likewise the report and bills submitted at 
the last session by the Select Committee to whom 
the petition of Samuel Raub, jr. relative to his selt- 
acting safety valves, was referred, reported that 
they had adopted the report, and the bills submitted 
by the Select Committee during the last session, as 
follows: 

A bill to provide for purchasing the patent for 
Raub’s self-acting safety-valve; 

A bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to employ persons to construct apparatus 
with a view to extinguish fires on board steam- 
boats, and to test its utility. 

A bill to amend the act entitled “An act to pro- 
vide for the better security of the lives of passen- 
gers on board of vessels propelled in whole or in 
part by steam,” approved July 7, 1838, and for 
other purposes. 

The committee recommended ihe adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the bills herewith presented shall 
be considered on the ———, and made the special or- 
der on that and each succeeding day until disposed 
of. 

After some debate of a desultory character the 
blank was filled by inserting “25th day of January 
instant;” and the resolution, as amended, was then 
adopted. 

THE AMISTAD. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill entitled “An act to authorize 
the enrolment or register of the schooner Amistad.” 
It was read twice; when 

Mr. CURTIS explained that the Amistad was 
condemned, and afterwards sold by the Marshal, 
under an order of the District Court, for the sal- 
vage. But the individual who purchased the ves- 
sel, after becoming in possession of her, discovered 
that she, haviag been built abroad, could not be en- 
rolled. An act of Congre:s, therefore, became ne- 
cessary; and he (Mr. C.) hoped the bill would be 
passed forthwith, as she was now waiting to go 
out, 

Mr. PICKENS objected to the passage of the 
bill at this time. A case in relation to the vessel in 


“question was now pending in the Supreme Court of 


the United States; and he hoped the bill would not 
be puton its third reading until the decision of that 
Court should have been made. 

Mr. CURTIS explained that the passage of the 


pill could in no way affect any proceedings of the 


Superior Court. The procecdings in the sale of the 
véssel had been all regular. The vessel was con- 
demned and ordered to be sold under an order of 
the District Court, and was purchased by the pre- 
sent ewner. He (Mr. C.) hoped that no objection 
would be made to.the passage of the bill, as it was 
nothing more than an act of justice to the pur- 
chaser. 

Mr. PICKENS still objecting, 

Mr. CURTIS moved a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose of putting the bill on its third read- 
ing; which motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 


PRIVATEER PENSION FUND. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL submitted the following, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary cf the Navy be dis 
rected to communicate to this House what amount 
of money was received by the United States under 
the act of June 26, 1812, and the act of February 
13, 1813, providing that two per cent. of the nett 
amount of prize money arising from captures made 
by the private armed vessels of the United States be 
set apart as a pension fund,’as set forth in said acts. 
Also,to report whether the same, or any and what part 
thereof, was invested; and if so, in what stocks or 
seaurities; and at what prices the said investments, 
and also the sales thereof, were made. And also to 
report when the said pension fund became exhaust- 
ed, and how much of the same, or the proceeds 
arising therefrom, was paid to persons other than 
those for whose use-the said fund was pledged by 
the said acts, and under and by virtue of subse- 
quent acts, 

JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT. 

Mr. CRABB submitted the following, which was 
agreed to; 
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Resolved, That the Commitiee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire and report whether it be 
legal for justices of the Supreme Court of the 
United States to reside out of the limits of the cir- 
cuit court to which they are respectively assigned; 
and, if it be legal, to inquire into the expediency cf 
prohibiting by statute such residence, 

On motion of Mr. WINTHROP, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
the same provision for the payment of the arrears 
of their salaries to the clerks in the custom-house 
at Baston, which has been already made in bebalf 
of the clerks in the custom-howzes at New York and 
Philadeiphkia. 

Mr. WADDY TH 
lowing: 

Recolved, Taat the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to communicate to this House the proceed- 
ingsef the Naval Courts Martial for the trial of 


MPEON submitted the fol- 


-Commander Joseph Smoot, and Lieatenants Joseph 


Stallings and J ©. Sharpe. 

Mr. KEMBLE proposed to add the following: 

Aiso, all copies of the General orders in the 
cases of Lieutenants Sharpe and Stallings; exhibit- 
ing the reasons for confirming the decision of the 
court martial in the one case, and modifying it in 
the other. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the resolu- 
tion as modified was then adopted. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to communicate to this House the whole 
amount of public lands belonging to the United 
States, designating the amount in each State and 
Territory; the amount purchased in each year, and 
under each Administration; the amount of payment 
therefor; the amount surveyed, that has been of- 
fered at public sale and not sold; the amount sold 
in each year at public sale, and the amount sold at 
private sale; the amountof cash received in each 
year for lands; the amount of land given to each 
State and Territory, for all and every purpose; 
with the amount of cash paid each State out of the 
sales of public lands within her Territory. 

Objection being made, it was laid over one day, 
under tke rule. 

Petitions were presented, on leave, by Messrs. 
GRINNELL, W. C. JOHNSON, PARMENTER, 
DOAN, SAUTONSTPALL, and STRONG. 

{Mr. Srrone presented a petition of inhabitants 
of Senecacounty, New York, praying for the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt Jaw; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Jadiciary.] 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, the bill entitled 
“A bill to pay the fourth instalment to the States,” 
was ordered to be printed. 

The bill for the relief of John J. Roane, a elerk 
in the Patent Office, ws then taken up, the ques- 
tion being on its patsage. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. WISE and 
HOPKINS, as to the merits of the bill, 

Mr. HOPKINS called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, ard were as follows: 

YRAS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Boardman, 
Calhoun, Cerr, Chinn, Conner, Craig, Cranston, 
Crary, Garland, Francis Mallory, Marchand, Ma- 
son, Reynolds, Ridgway, Taomas Smith, Talia- 
ferro, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen> 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, Black, Black- 
well, Bond, Boyd, Breckenridge, Brewster, Briggs, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Drown, Burke, Samp- 
son H. Bater, Wm. O. Butler, Wm. B. Campbell, 
Carroll, Casey, Chittenden, Clifford, Coles, Crabb, 
Oress,Cushing, Dana, Edward Davies, John Davis, 
Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Doan, Doe, 
Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, Evans, 
Evereit, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, 
Galbraith, Gates, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Gras 
ham, Granger, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, Haber- 
sham, Hall, Hand, John Hastings, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Henry, HUI of Virginia, Hil of North Caro- 
lina, Hoffman, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Hunt, 
Jaekson, James, Jameson, Charles Johnston, Jo- 
seph Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Cavé John- 
son, Kemble, Kempshall, Kile, King, Leovard, 
Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, 


McKay, Marvin, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Mont- 
gomery, Morgan, Morrow, Newhard, Nisbet, Os- 
borne, Palen, Parmenter, Paynter, Rariden, Ray- 
ner, Edward Rogers, Jas. Rogers, Russell, Ryall, 
Saltonstall, Samuels, Snaw, Shepard, Slade, Albert’ 
Smith, John Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, Steene 
rod, Sweney, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trip- 
lett, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, Warren, Wat-. 
terson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Tho- 
mas W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, and Winthrop—14Q. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Tucker was then 
taken up, and ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to adjourn. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demand» _ 
ed; and being ordered, were taken, and resulted as 
follows: Yeas 19—nays 116. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit. 
tee of the Whole (Mr. Briacs in the Chair,) and 
after some time spent therein, reported 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Adams and 
Company, and others; and 

The bill for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard, and 
others; the former without amendment, and on the 
latter asking leave to sit again. 

The House then adjourned. 


ed 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, January 9, 1841, 

Mr. LINCOLN on leave, introduced the follow. 
ing resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish to this House a statement of 
the quantity of the public lands claimed to be pui- 
chased by pre-emption, under the several acts of 
Congress granting pre-emption to settlers on the 
public lands, distinguishing those under the act of 
Congress passed the 22d day of June, 1838, enti- 
tled “an act granting pre-emption rights to settlers 
on the public lands,” and also under “the act 
supplemental to the act” aforesaid, passed on the 
lst day of June, 1840. And of the amount of | 
money received into the Treasury, from the res- ` 
pective lands offices in the several land districts ia 
which the public lands are situated. And that he 
also inform the House what number of patents 
to purchasers of the public lands, who have duly 
and legally made entries of the same, and paid 
the purchase meney therefor, are suspended by 
reason cf the operation of .the aforementioned 
acts, and upon what cause, and for what time, such 
patents are to be withheld, and whether, in any 
event, the United States are made liable to refund 
to the persons who are permitted to make such 
entries, the purchase money paid therefor. 

Mr. GIDDING asked leave tosubmit the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That hereafter the daily hour of meet- 
ing of the Fouse be 11 o’clock, a. m, 

Objection being made the, resolution was not re- 
ceived. 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Ways and 
Means, reported a bill entitled “An act authoriz- 
ing the issue of Treasury notes; waich was read 
twice, when, 

Mr. STANLY called for the readisg of the 
bill. 

It was then read as follows: 

Bz it enacted by the Senate and House af Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assem™led, That the President of the United States 
is hereby authorized to cause Treasury notes to be 
issued for such sum or sums, as the exigencies of 
the Government may require; but not. exceeding 
the sum of five millions of dollars, of this emission 
outstanding at any one time—to be reimbursed in the 
last quarter of the year, if the condition of the 
Treasury will permit it—and to be issued under 
the limitations and other previzions contained in 
the act entitled “An act to authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day of Oc- 
tober, 1837; and as modified by an act entitled 
“An act additional to the act on the subject of Trea- 
sury notes,” approved the 3ist day of March; 1840, 
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except that this law shall expire in one year from 
and after its pasage. , 

The bill wasihen referred toa Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and, with 
the accompanying documents, ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. W. O. BUTLER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the benefit of 
Littlejohn Wilkins, John Lynch, William P. Ford, 
and Alexander H. Patrick; which was read a first 
and second time, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. EDWARDS, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Ran- 
dolph Carter; which was read a first and second 
tume, and committed. 

Mr. STANLY, from the Committee on Expen- 
ditures on the Public Buildings, reported the fol- 
lowing resolutions, which were adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures 
on the Pablic Buildings have power to send for 
persons and papers. ` : 

Resolved, That neitherthe President of the United 
States, nor any other officer of the General Govern- 
ment, shall issue certificates or due bills, or other 
evidences of debt or contract, without authority of 
aw. 


Mr. ADAMS called up for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution, offered by him on the 23d De- 
eember last: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direct- 
ted to report to this House the names of all the 
postmasters throughout the Union who have been 
removed from-oflice since the 34 day of March 
1829, with the names of the persons appointed in 
their places; underscoring the names of all those 
removed for official delinquency or misdemeanor, 
and specifying the nature thereof, the complaint 
upon which the removal was made, the evidence 
in support of such complaint, and whether the offi- 
cer removed was made acquainted with the com- 
plaint, confronted with his aceuser, or allowed to 
be heard in his defence. 

Mr. HOPKINS submitted the following amend- 
ment: 

1. Resolved, That the power of removing officers 
is vested in the President of the United States. 

2. Resolved, That this power was conferred to 
enable him, the Executive, “to take care that the 
‘laws are faithfully executed,” and cannot be exer- 
cised arbitrarily or capriciously, without an abuse 
of power, tyrannical in its operation, corrupting in its 
tendency, and ccnverting a remedy for unworthi- 
ness and misconduct into a terrible engine of Exe- 
cutive power. 

3. Resolved, That the patronage of the Executive 
department has increased to an alarming extent, 
and ought to be restricted and diminished so far ag 
is compatible with a safe and faithful execution 
of the laws. 

4. Resolved, That it is the right of the representa- 
tives of the people to examire into all abuses and 
usurpations which may be apprehended to exist in 
any of the Executive departments, in order that 
they may te corrected and prevented, if possible, 
by legislation; and in flagrant and wanton cases, 
exposed and punished. 

5. Resolved, That the power of appointment and 
of removal from office, vested in*the Exe cative, may 
be greatly abused; and its exercise ought, there- 
fore, to be watched and strictly guarded, so as, if 
possible, ‘to prevent the power and patronage o 
the Executive from being brought into conflici with 
the freedom of elections,” 

6 Resolved, That the representatives of the peo- 
ple have a right to inquire into the causes for whish 
any Executive officer has been removed or die- 
missed from office by the Executive. 

T. Resolved, That, in prosecuting such inquiry, 
the,Fouse of Representatives has a right to call 
for, and have furnished to it, all official documents, 
papers, and letters, relating to the removal of such 
officer, which may be on file among the records of 
anv of the Executive Departments. 

8. Resolved, That a Select Committee be ap- 
pointed, whose duty it shall be to inqaire and report 
a bill imposing such restrictions upon Executive 
patronage as may be consistent with the foregoing 
resolutions, and compatible with the Constitution 


of the United States, and so as wore effectually to 
guard against abuse and corruption in the exercise 
of the power of removal from, and appointment to, 


office. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, after some brief re- 
marks in relation to the short time now remaining 
of the present session, moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS contended that the amendment 
was incongruous with the original propesition. He 
wished to know if the gentleman from Virginia in- 
tended, by his amendment, to crush the resolution. 
He (Mr. A.) did not believe the amendment was 
in order. 

Mr. HOPKINS disavowed any intenticn to 
crush the resolation by his amendment, The 
amendment was intended to aet prospectively, and 
to prevent the occurrence of such alleged abuses in 
fature. 

After some further remarks from Mr. ADAMS, 
in which he made his objection a p: int of order, 
and which took precedence of the motion to lay on 
the table, 

The SPEAKER decided that the amendment 
was in order. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed from that decision. 

Mr. BANKS, believing that no good was likely 
to arise from discussion, whether the amendment 
was in order or not, moved to lay the appeal on the 
table. 

Mr. ADAMS, on this motion, demanded the 
yeas and nays, which being ordered, were taken, 
and resulted as follows: yeas 95, neas 80. 

So the appeal was laid on the table. 

The question then recurring on the motion to lay 
the whole subject on the table, the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and taken as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron 
V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 


Butler, Wi'l'am O. Butler, Carr, Carroll, Clifford, 


Coles, Connor, William R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, 
Dana, John Davis, Joan W. Davis, Dickerson, 
Doan, Doig, Earl, Eestman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, 
Fioyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Hand, John Hast- 
ings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Hook, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnsen, Cave 
Johnson, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Lowell, Lu- 
cas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, 
Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, 
James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Swearingen, Sweney, Turney, Vanderpocl, David 
D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Wil- 
hams, andTienry Williams—84. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Briggs, 
Brockway, Calhoun, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, 
Cranston, Creckeit, Cartis, Cushing, Edward Da- 
vies, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Delet, Doe, 
Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, Gar- 
land, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Green, Griffin, Habersham, Hall, 
Hawes, Henry, Hill of Va. Hoffman, Holmes, 
Hopkins, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, 
King, Lane, Lincoln, Francis Mallory, Marvin, 
Mason, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Monis, Mor- 
row, Nisbet, Palen, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Randall, 
Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, S-rgeant, She- 
pard, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Sumter, Ta- 
laferro, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, John 
B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Tolend, Trambull, 
Underwood, Warren, John White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, and Wise— 
92. f 


So the House refused to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr, 
Hopkins, the latter said he would have no ob- 
jeetion to vote for the resolniion, provided the gen- 
tleman from Massachksetts would incorporate the 
amendment. 

Mr. ADAMS declined, on the ground of the 
amendment being of an entirely different nature to 
the resolution; the latter complaining of no abuses, 
but merely calling for facts, while the former inyoly- 


„èd a set of principles in relation to the exercise of 


Executive power, ete.. 

The morning hour having now expired, the 
amendment was ordered to be printed, when the 
House proceeded to the orders of the day, being 
the consideration of private bills. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury of 
the United States inform this House what six land 
districts have been discontinued under the act of 
June 12, 1840, and when they were respectively 
discontinued: also, what salaries or other emolu- 
ments were paid the officers of such districts be- 
tween the 12th of June aforesaid and the disconti- 
nuance of such districts—specifying the sums paid 
to each individual. And that the Secretary also 
report the amount of revenue that was paid to 
each receiver of such districts hetween the time of 
their discontinuance and the said 12th day of June, 


1840. . 
PRIVATE BILLS. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Tucker, of Ar- 
kansas, which was on yesterday ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time, was read a third 
time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Adams and 
Company, and others, reported yesterday by the 
Committee of the Whole, was next taken up; and 
after some debate, in which-Messrs. SALTON- 
STALL, DAWSON, WINTHROP, HOLMES, 
C. JOHNSON, W. THOMPSON, HABER. 
SHAM, and EVANS participated, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, the House re- 
solved itself intoa Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Brigas in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Nathaniel Goddard and others, owners of the 

hip Ariadne and her cargo. 

After. some debate thereon, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, January 11, 1841. 

The transaction of the morning business occu 
pied the Senate until near the hour of 1, p. m. 7 

Various petitions and memorials were presented 
by Messrs. TALLMADGE, BUCHANAN, WEB- 
STER, WALL, WHITE, PORTER, SEVIER, 
and STURGEON. 

Mr. ANDERSON presented the credentials of 
Mr, Nicnoxton, the newly appointed Senator from 
Tennessee, to supply the vacancy occasioned by 
the decease of the late Fenix Gruspy. Mr. 
NICHOLSON appeared, was qualified, and took 
his seat. 

Sundry bills werethen Intreduced and read the 
first time. By Mr. WALL, for the relief of Lieut. 
Jobn E. Bispham. After a short explanation by 
Mr. Watt, the bill was read the third time, and 
passed. 

On Jeave, two several bills were introduced by 
Mr. SEVIER, and laid upon the table. 

Mr. CLAY presented the certificate -of the au- 
thorities of the State of Kentucky of the re-election 
cf Joun J. Crirrenven to a seat in the Senate; 
which was read, and placed on file. 

Mr. GRAHAM asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill to abolish the port of delivery in the 
office of the surveyor of the customs at Currituck, 
Worth Carolina. j 

Mr. LINN submitted a resolntion, which was 
adopted, giving certain instructions to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Several reports of little magnitude, adverse to the 
allowance of certain private claims, were taken up, 
and agreed to. 

The bill for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

The unfinished business of Friday, the 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPYION LAW. 

This bill being again in order, 

The PRESIDENT stated the question to be on 


the motion of the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 

CritreNnDEn] to recommit the bill with’ instrac- 

tions. i 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said; when he offered his 
motion, he did not intend to‘delay the bill, and he 
would now leave gentlemen to dispose of it as they 
thought proper. : i ; 

Mr. BENTON looked upon the proposition of 
the Senator from Kentueky, if adopted, as going 
to destroy the bill—not directly; but by loading it 
dewn with incongruous matter.» There was a lati- 
tude usually allowed to Senators in their amendmen’s 
of measures brought before them, and when it was 
desired to destroy the whole'bill, it was customary 
tomove tostrike out all but the enacting clause, 
and to substitute other matter instead; but to in- 
clude in a bill incongruous matter that was entirely 
foreiga toits object, whatever might be the object 

` of the mover, was direcily to defeat the measure. 
He knew it was also a fair and parliamentary 
practice, where Senators approved cf part of a bill, 
and disapproved of other paris, to move to strike 
out the objectionable matter; but what was the pro- 
position then made? There was a bill to grant pre- 
emptions, which they had done for forty years under 
this Gevernment—a question which was notonly 
free from constitutional difficulties, but one, the bene- 
fils of which had been tested by experience—and 
for the first time, a gentleman who was hostile to 
the bill, offers a proposition to amend, not by 
striking out all after the enacting clause, for that 
would be parliamentary, but to amend by adding 
to ita scheme for the distribution of the public 
land revenue! Could any thing be more incopgiu- 
ous than this? The distribution of the land reve- 
nue brought up a question of the gravest kind—it 
involved a constitutional question of great impor- 
tance—it would originate the inquiry whether the 
land revenue was not as much the revenue of the 
Government, when it came into the Treasury, as 
every dojlar paid by the merchant on the importa- 
tion of his goods; and then came up the considera- 
tion of the distribution of the revenue of the coun- 
try at all; and that, if they had the right, whether it 
would be expedient to do it at any time, especially 
at the present time. Then would follow the whole 
question of their financial system, the income and 
the expenditnres of the Government, ard the ingui- 
ry whether it was possible for the Government to 
get along with the current payments without 
the land revenue; and then, if the Government 
could not get along without the land revenue, how 
was the deficiency to be supplied—whether by 
loans or taxes? Here, then, were questions of the 
greatest moment; some of them believed to be un- 
constitutional, and others mischievous, and all in- 
volving a vast mass of expenditure, which would 
bear heavily on the country. Now he repeated 
that it was contrary to all legislation—contrary to 
all customary rule of proceeding, thus to bring in 
a foreign and overpowering and overshadowing 
subject at such a time to sink and destroy an ordi- 
nary measure of legislation, as it passed along, 
He held that this ought not to be the mode in 
which an enemy of the bill should attack it; the 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] was 
the enemy of the pre-emption bill; and let him then 
attack it fairly—let him attack it in the front—let 
him give his reasons against it; but let him not, by 
this side movement, bury it under incongruous 
matter—let him not destroy it by a side blow, as 
the measure was passing along. Such a proposi- 
tion as that by the Senator from Kentucky does 
not belong to the legislation of the Senate—it does 
not belong to the legislation of any body, and he 
(Mr. Benton) denounced it as contrary to all fair 
legislation, wherever legislation was known. 


This distribution policy commenced some years 
ago, and he then denounced it; he told them that if 
they commenced a division of the surplus, it would 
be but a little time before they divided that which 
was not the surplus, In cne of his speeches, 
to which he had not thought it necessary to refer, 
he had told them thatif the States once began to lick 
that blood, they would live on no other food from 
that time forth—if they began to look to the Fede- 
ral Government for money, they would come in 
and take from that Government the means of its 
own support; and now had they not proved the 
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truth of his prediction? He had told them then 
that to distribute among the States what was called 
the surplus, which was then placed in the banks, 
would be either to make the deposite banks close 
their vaults, or to ruin their debtors; and he had told 
them, also, that it must be done to the exhaustion 
of the Treasury; but nothing would do, for the 
books called it “surplus.” He told them if they 
took that first step, it would be the first plunge 
downward, from which there was neither retreat nor 
halt; and had they not now a proposition, in four 
short years from the time of his prediction, to ab- 
stract from the current income of the Government 
a sum of four millions of dollars per annum, at a 
moment when the Secretary of the Treasury show- 
ed them, in his report, that it was as much as could 
be done to make the annual outgoings and in- 
comings balance each other—at.a time, too, when 
gentlemen on the other side proclaimed a debt of 
twenty-seven millions of dollars which they in- 
tended to detect at their called session? What, 
then, were to be their feelings? Were they to 
look on and see the Federal Government strip- 
ped of every shilling of its revenues? Were 
they to see the States, when they foand themeelves 
in want of money, seize the means of the Federal 
Government, and tell it to take care of itsel{?. Had 
itcome to this? He denounced it as one of the 
most outrageous propositions that was ever made 
under our form of Government. Here was a pro- 
position to withdraw one fourth part of the reve- 
nue in a time of difficulty, and at a period when 
one party was proclaiming a hidden, a secret debt 
of twenty-seven millions, and the gentleman who 
made the enermous proposition did not tell them 
what substitute he had to propose. Why did not 
the gentleman go on with his instructions, and di- 
rect the Finance Committee to borrow four mil- 
lion of dollars, or to issue four millions of Trea- 
sury notes, or to impose four millions of taxes to 
supply the place of the abstracted land revenue? 
And let him observe, they could not deceive others 
if they deceived themselves. 


said: “We cannot congtitutionally borrow money or 
raise money fades, to divide among the States; 
but one thingie can do, we can take the money 
we find in theiGreasury, give it to the States, and 


impose a tax,fenborrow, or strike ‘Treasury notes 
to supply the place of that which we give away.” 
And yet this Yas the proposition of the gentleman 


from Kentucky: qualify it as he pleased, defend 
it or shrink from its defence, as he pleased, it came 
to this: “here is a marked proposition to raise reve- 
nue by loan or tax for distribution among the 
States.” In the mind of every candid man it was 
the same as a proposition to lay a tax for distribu- 
tion among the States in the first instance. 

The gentleman from Kentucky, in kis amend- 
ment, proposed 320 acres of land to the pre-emp- 
tioners, as part of the distribution bill, But he 
(Mr. Benton) was not to be caught by titles. Now 
here was a proposition to give 320 acres of land! 
Would the Senator from Kentucky vote for 160? 
No: he would contend that it was too much; but if 
he would not give 160 acres, he would give 320, 
Was it to be supposed that this kindness overmuch 
would impose upon any body? The friends of the 
bill did not ask 320 acres, because they would have 
expected double the opposi'ion from the other side 
of the House; and yet here was a proposition to 
add to the bill as much as to double what its friends 
proposed to give. And from whom did it come? 
From the enemies of the bill. And for what pur- 
pose? Why, to destroy the bill. And what then? 
‘Why, to show to the settlers that they voted for 320 
acres, and that his (Mr. Bex ton’s) side of the House 
voted against the proposition. He had seen such 
legislation as this before, and he had laid it open 
to the public; and be had not seen a man occupy- 
ing a real “log cabin” that could be found to be ta- 
ken in by it. No, it took the inhabitants of the 
city “log cabins’’—the silk stockings and kid glove 
gentlemen—to be deceived by it. ‘This proposition 
would deceive no one that dwelt in a real log ca- 
bin; and he was not surprised that the gentleman 
hesitated to defend his proposition. Jt was an 
enormous proposition—it was an unparliamentary 


‘one—it was a hostile, deadly hostile one; and he 


If they deceived’ 
themselves they could not deceive others when they’ 
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(Mr. Benron) had denounced it as such the mo- 
ment it came in, and he should continue. to do so; 
and he should meet his constituents and tell them he 
voted against the 320 acre proposition, as part of 
the distribution bill, knowing the intention of its 
mover was to destroy the 160 acre proposition, 
which was then pending. 

Mr. MANGUM spoke at length in opposition: to 
the pre emption policy. 

Mr. LINN defended the bill. He said that this 
Government had been settled on the pre-emptive 
system from the beginning; and he wished to keep 
the beginning, the middle, and the end together. In 
allusion to the epithets applied by some gentlemen 
to the settlers, of “land stealers” and “squatters,” 
and of the opinions of others in contradietion of his 
Statement, that a small civil force, and an enforce- 
ment of the laws, would preserve the publie land 
from encroachment, he said that it was a scriptural 
injunction to man to possess the earth, and reple- 
nish it; but if it were “land stealing,” this was a. 
nation of land stealers from the beginning, for they 
had either stulen it or cheated the Indians out of it; 
and therefore the appellation would apply equally 
to their forefathers. That the movement of the 
people would be onward, he again asserted; and he 
denied that the laws were a eufficient safeguard’ of 
thé public lands. Jurors could not be found to 
convict in such cases, which were uniformly decided 
against the Government, at an expense of many 
thousand dollars. Would they, then, send an army 
to destroy the ‘“squatter:? If he had an enemy in 
the world, (and he believed he had not many,) he 
would wish bim no greater infliction than the scor- 
pion stingings of conscience, with which the execution 
of such a commission would be succeeded. It was 
not unusual by legislation, to heal breaches in the 
law. Charters were sometimes violated, and legis- 
lation was resor'ed to to heal the breach. Here, 
then, was a breach of the law by the settlers, and 
they were asked to pass this bill, to heal that 
breach. 

Mr. CALHOUN wished to move an amendment 
to the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky. 
He hoped now the debate would take the widest 
range, and embrace all the subjects in connection 
with the great land question. He desired to state 
his views thereon, and he should occupy the Senate 
perhaps sn hour. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama interposed, and re- 
quested the Senator from South Carolina to put his 
amendment into shape, so that it could be printed, 
and to give way for a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. CALHOLN assented, and his amendment 
was ordered to be printed. Its object was to strike 
out all after the enacting clause, and to substitute 
his “bill to cede the public lands to the States in 
which they lie, on certain conditions,” : 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OR REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, January 1}, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

The SPEAKER announced that the first business 
in order was the consideration of the report of the 
Committee of Elections relative to the 

PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION CASE, 
between Messrs, INGERSOLL and NAYLOR. 

Mr. NAYLOR being entitled to the floor, pro- 
ceeded to reply to the remarks of Mr. INGERSOLL. 
After speaking for two hours and a half, he gave 


way to 

Mr. SERGEANT, who moved that the House 
do adjourn. 

At the request of Mr. J. W. JONES, the motion 
was withdrawn. 

Mr. JONES, by general consent, reported from 
the Committee of Ways and Means a bill entitled 
An act making appropriations for the civil and di- 
ptomatic expenses of Government for the year 
1841; which was read twice, referred to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, end or- 
dered to be printed. 

Tae House then adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Tusrspay, January 12, 1841. 
The business of the morning opened in the pre- 
sentation of petitions by Messrs, NORVELL, 
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PIERCE, WALL, FULTON, HUBBARD, ard 
BENTON. 

Sundry bills were introduced by Messrs. RUG- 
GLES, SEVIER, CLAY of Alabama, PHELPS, 
YOUNG, &e. 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill for the continu- 
ance of the Cumberland road through the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, which, on motion, was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. TAPPAN made a few remarks in reference 
to the improper practice which had prevailed in the 
Senate in reference to private claims, to remedy 
which in fature, he moved an amendment of the 
joint rules. The amendment was ordered to be 
printed. 

THE GENERAL ORDERS were then taken 
up, when the following bills were passed, and or- 
dered engrossed for a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of John E. Bispham was 
read the third time and passed. 

The bill confirming the claim of the heirs of Jos, 
Thompson, sr. deceased, to a tract of land in Mis- 
souri, was ordered engrossed, and read the third 
time. s 

The following bills were similarly disposed of: 

For the relief of Joseph Bogy. 

For the relief of Thomas B. Copes. 

Confirming to George Tucker, bis heirs or as- 
signs,-a certain tract of iend in Alabama. 

To authorize the Legislature of the State of Ar- 
kansas to sell the lands heretofore appropriated for 
the use of schools in that State. 

For the relief of Francis Laventure, Ebenezer 
Childs, and Linus Thompson. 

To perfect the titles to lands south of the Arkan- 

as river, held under New Madrid locations and 
pre-emption rights under the act of 1814. 

For the relief of Daniel Steinrod. 

For the relief of Jemes M. Morgan. 

For the relief of Francis Gehon. 

For the relief of James TI. Relfe. 

For the relief of Jubal B. Hancock. 

In addition to an act to promote the progress of 
the useful arts. 

For the relief of Charles M. Keller and Henry 
Stone. 

For the relief of John C. Reynolds. 

For the relief of Thomas Haskins and Ralph 
Haskins. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, : 

When the special order, the 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PREEMPTION LAW, 
was again under consideration, 

Mr. CALHOUN having the floor, proceeded, in 
that usually lucid, clear, forcible, and statesmanlike 
manner with which he meets all questions of such 
grave public import, to present his views upon the 
subject under discussion. Fle took a rapid glance 
at the present conditicn of the country, its past le- 
gislation upon the subject of the publ e lands, the 
little hitherto effected by that legislation, and the 
necesssity that now demanded of Congress the 
speedy, the final, and the preper and appropriate 
settlement of this great national subject, so as to 
meet the interests and the wants of the country. 
He met the unsound and fallacious objections of 
the opponents of the bill, by pointing to the present 
actual situation and condition of the land revenue 
of the Union, and gave a condensed statistical re- 
ference to the prominent fac’s which the public re- 
cords so fully exhibited, and whieh should be cor- 
rectly understood by that body, and by the people, 
that a barrier might be erected to prevent the dan- 
ger which threatened the nation, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN replied to Mr. CALHOUN, 
and eccupied the Senate for about two hours. 
He referred io the aordinary course pursued to- 
wards him by the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Benton J and by the gentiemsn from Sou h Caro- | 
lina, [Mr. Catnoun,] the former having considered 
his proposition as mos! extravrdinary and enormous; 
and the other as idle, ridiculous, avd foolish, 

Mr. ©. tock a general view of the whole snb- 
ject of the preemption bil, and defeaded with 
much ingenn'ty and skill bis pioposed substitute 
and amenment. ' 

Mr. BENTON again adverted to the argu- 


ments adduced by the enemies of the measure un- | 


der discussion, and particularly to the attempted 
defence of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Critrenpen.] His arguments were all enforced 
with his kaown ability,and his usual bold and com- 
manding eloquence. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rejoined, and 

Mr. BENTON again replied, and thedebate was 
continued between them until the hour of adjourn- 
ment, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Torspay, January 12, 1841. 

The first business in order was the consideration 
of the report of the Committee of Elections relative 
to the 
PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION 

CASE 
between Messrs. NAYLOR and INGERSOLL. 

Mr. NAYLOR being entitled to the floor, was 
about to resume his remarks, when 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented the petition 
of two stone cutters, lately employed on the public 
buildings, complaining of their exclusion from 
work thereon, and protesting “against a system of 
favoritism which at present operates so much to 
their detriment; which petition was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings. 

Mr. GREEN asked leave to submita resolution 
directing the Committee on Ways and Means to 
consider the expediency of reporting a bill imposing 
a tariff en wines, spirits, and other luxuries, for 
the purpose of meeting demands upon the Govern- 
ment. 

Objection being made, the resolution was not re- 
ceived. 

Mr. CAMPBELL asked leave to offer the fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved, That the Spzaxer of this House be re- 
quested to issue a subpena duces tecum to Samuel 
Hart, esq. prothonotary of the court of common 
p'gas for the city county of Philadelphia, di- 


clock, p. m. on Friday, 
ection returns and othe 


ending be- 
tween C. J. INGERSOLL and Cran YLOR, from 
thé said Congressional district.  " 

Objection being made, it was not ived. 

Mr..NAYLOR here observed, tha if it should 
be the pleasure of the House, he would have no 
objection’ to waive a continuation of his remarks 
until the expiration of the morning hour. 

And such being the understanding, 

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, to which had been referred the Senate bill 
amendatory of the act abolishing imprisonment for 
debt in certain cases, reported the same without 
amexdment, as follows: 

Beit enacted, §c. That the act entitled “An act to 
abolish imprisonment for debt in certain cases,” 
approved February 28, 1839, shall be so construed 
as to abolish imprisonment for debt on precess is- 
sning out of any court of the United States, in all 
cases whatever where, by the Jaws of any State, 
imprisonment for debt has been, or shall hereafter 
be, abolished. 

Mr. S. after some explanatory remarks, showing 
the necessity of the amendment to the original act, 
whereby its applica'ion would extend to non-resi- 
dents ot the State of New York, hoped the bill 
would be passed forthwith. 


Mr. ADAMS urged some constitutional objec- 
tions to the bill mits present form. He did not 
krow what laws the States might hereafter adopt, 
by which, whatever they might be, Congress would 
be bound to abide. He therefore moved to amend, 
by striking out the words, “or shall be hereafter.” 

After some brief remarks from Messts. MON- 
ROE, THOMPSON, and FILLMORE, 

Mr. HUBBARD said, when it should be in order, 
ke would offer a further amendment, so as to com- 
pel every man to make a surrender of his property 
before his release. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr, 


Apams, the discussion was further continued by 
Messrs) BARNARD, FILLMORE, VANDER- 
POEL, and POPE, involving split-hair distinctions 
in matters of law; when 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved to recommit the bill 
with the following instructions: 

“To report a bill to ‘abolish imprisonment for 
debt under process issuing from the courts of the 
United States in all cases except where the judg- 
ment shall be against an officer of the United 
States for a defalcation in his office.” 

After some further explanation from Mr. SER- 
GEANT in relation to the peculiar powers of the 
judiciary of the United States, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded by the House, thereby 
cutting off the motion to recommit, and bring the 
House toa direct vote on the amendment of Mr. 
ADAMS. 

The main question on the amendment was then 
ordered, and taken by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Banks, Baker, Boardman, Calhoun, Casey, 
Garret Davis, Dromgoole, Everett, Fillmore, Gal- 
braith, Gates, Habersham, Hopkins, Charles John- 
ston, Kemble, McKay, Marvin, Osborne, Par- 
menter, Peck, Randall, Reed, Saltonstall, Traman 
Smith, Underwood, Peier J. Wagner, Thomas W. 
Williams, and Lewis Williams—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Barnard, Beatty, 
Bond, Boyd, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, John 
Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, 
Chittenden, Clifford, Connor, Crabb, Cranston, 
Crary, Crockett, Curtis, Dana, Edward Davies, 
John W. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, 
Dellet, Doan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Evans, Fletcher, 
Floyd, Fornance, Garland, Gentry, Giddings, Gog- 
gin, Goode, Granger, Green, Griffin, Hall, Hand, 
Hawkins, Henry, Hill of Virginis, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hoffman, Hook, Hunt, James, Jameson, 
Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, John W. Jones, Kemp- 
shall, Kille, King, Lane, Leadbetter, Leet, Leo- 
nard, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McCulloch, 
F. Mallory, Marchand, Mason, Medill, Monroe, 
Montanya, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, S. W, 
Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Palen, Parris, Pope, Rari- 
den, Reynolds, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Samuels, 
Sergeant, Simonton, Siade, Albert Smith, Stanly, 
Starkweather, Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, Tay- 
lor, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Triplett, Vanderpoel, David D. 
Wagener, John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Winthrop, and Wise—110. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. SERGEANT, fromthe Committee on the 
Judciary, reported back to the House, without 
amendment, the following Senate bills, viz: 

An act to prevent the counterfeiting of any fo 
reign copper, gold, silver, or other cvin, and to pre~ 
vent the bringing into the United Staies, or uttering 
any counterfeit foreign copper, gold, silver, or 
other coin; 

An act to confirm to the State of Indiana the 
land selected by her for that portion of the Wabhsh 
and Erie canal, which lies between the mouth of 
the Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for 
other purposes; and 

An act to amend an actentitled “An act more 
effectually to provide for the punishment of cer- 
tain crimes against the United Siates, and for other 
purposes;”? 
which bills were severally read, and referred toa 
Committee of the whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary were discharged from the con- 
sideration of the following Senate bills, viz: 

An act in addition to a “for the relief of 
Walter Loomis and Abel i . 

An act for the relief of Jolin Moore; and 

An act for the relicf of Clements, Bryan, and 
Company; 
which bills were transferred to the Committee of 
Claims, 

Also, from the farther consideration of an act 
for the relief of John Carter, which was transferred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee on the 
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Judiciary, reported “An act further to amend the 
act entitled an act to provide for taking the sixth 
census or enumeration ef the inhabitants of the 
United States,” approved March 3, 1839, with an 
amendment. The amendment was concurred in, 

_ and the bill read a third time, and p assed. 

"Mr. CAMPBELL then renewed his attempt to 
introduce his resolution, previously noticed; but ob- 
jection being made, 

Mr. C. moved a suspersion of the rules; the 
motion was negatived. 

Mr. NAYLOR then took the floor, and tesumed 
his remarks in reply to Mr. Inaersonn. After 
speaking for some time, without concluding, he 
gave way for a motion to adjourn. 

And the House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
. Wepnespay, January 13, 1841. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, announcing that it had passed the 
bill from the Senate supplementary to an act to 
abolish imprisonment for debt in certain cases. 

The PRESIDENT submitted a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the names and com- 
pensation of the clerks in his Department, and 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, in compliance with the following resolution, 
submitted by Mr. Benton on the 16th December 
last: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed tocause to be prepared and communicated 
tothe Senate, tables of the rates of exchange, 
foreign and domestic, and of the prices of bank 
notes and of specie, on ornear the first day in 
each month, at New York and Philadelphia, dur- 
ing the year 1838, 1839, and 1840; and that he 
accompany thesame with a synopsis of the rates 
of exchange, foreign and domestic,and the prices of 
bank notes and specie, at New York and Philadel- 
phia, in previous years,so far as the last can be 
done from the materials now in the Treasury De- 
partment. 

The communications were laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MERRICK presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Jonn Leens Kerr, elected by the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Maryland, a Senator from that 
State, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of the Hon. Jonn S. Spence. 

Mr. KERR appeared, was qualified, and took 
hist seat. 

Mr. BENTON called the attention of Senators 
to a report which wasto be found in volume eight 
of the Executive documents of last session, which 
was calculated to throw considerable light on the 
subject now under discussion by the Senate. He 
alluded to a'report by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury of the amount of land purchased by this Go- 
vernment from the Indians, and the money paid 
therefor. It appeared from this document that the 
amount of land to which the Indian title has been 
extinguished, is four hundred and forty-two mil- 
lions of acres, and the amount paid therefor eighty- 
two millions of dollars. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the memorial of the 
corporate authorities of the city of St. Louis, pray- 
ing a reimbursement of moneys expended on their 
harbor, was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

On motion by Mr. ROBINSON, the petition and 
papers of Neil Moore and Company, now on file, 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the petition of 
Howland Dyer, was discharged from its further 
consideration; and it was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. . 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petitions of Joha Vance, 


and the petition of E. Shaler, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, to which 
were referred petitions on the subject, reported 

A bill for the relief of John McClanahan; 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Jamison; and 

A bill for the relief of Mary Neal, widow of Sa- 
muel Neal; 
which were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading. . 

Mr. P. also, from the Committee on Military A f- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
the heirs of Daniel Pettibone; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred the bill to 
authorize the erection of monuments to Brigadier 
General Nash and Brigadier General William Da- 
vidson, reported the same without amendment. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Tar- 
PAN, in relation to the rules, was taken up, and dis- 
cussed by Messrs. HUBBARD, PIERCE, LINN, 
TAPPAN, and HUNTINGTON, and, on motion 
of the Jatter, was laid on the table. 

BILLS PASSED. i 

The bill for the relief of John C. Reynolds; 

The bill for the relief of Francis Laventure, 
Ebenezer Childs, and Linus Thompson; 

The bill for the relief of Francis Gehon; 

The bill for the relief of James H. Relfe; 

The bill confirming to George Tucker, his heirs 
or assigns, a certain tract of land in Alabama; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Steenrod; 

The bill for the relief or Thomas Haskins and 
Ralph Haskins; 

The bill in addition to an act to promote the pro- 
gress of the useful arts; 

The bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
Henry Stone; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

The bill for ihe relief of Thomas P. Copes; 

The bill for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock; 

` The bill for the relief of James M. Morgan; 

The bill authorizing the Legislatures of Louisia- 
na, Tennessee, and Arkansas, to sell the lands here- 
tofore appropriated for the use of schools in those 
States; 

The bill to perfect the titles to lands south of the 
Arkansas river, held under New Madrid locations 
and pre-emption rights, under the act of 1814; and 

The joint resolution to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to extend further indulgence to cer- 
tain of the late deposte banks; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. PHELPS submitted a resolution directing 
the Secretary of the Senate to pay, out of the con- 
tingent fund, to the widow ef the late Stephen 
Haight, Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, the sum 
of five hundred dollars for the purpose of defray- 
ing the expenses incidental to his illness, and the 
removal of the body to Vermont. for interment; 
and, also, to pay the widow the amount of salary 
aceruing for ihe residue of the term for which he 
was elecied. 

The resolution, after some remarks in explana- 


tion by Mr. WRIGHT and Mr. PHELPS, was | 


adopted. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill tọ establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pub- 
lie lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log cabin thereon, being the special or- 
der of the day, was taken up, the question being on 
the amendment offered by Mr. Catnoun to the mo- 
tion to recommit the bill made by Mr, Crirren- 
DEN. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted his views at much 
length in opposition to the amendment. 

Mr. SEVIER said be wished to submita few re- 
marks to the Senate on the question now before 
them, and though he would not occupy much of 
their time, he would endeavor to hold a looking- 


glass to some of the gentlemen who ‘had. been’so 

loudly boasting of their friendship and. generosity 

to the new States. : ; 
At the instance of several Senators, Mr. S. here. 

gave way for a motion to. postpone the further coit- 

sideration of the subject until to-morrow. ; 
The Senate then went into the consideration of 

Executive business, a, 
And then adjourned. 


emeen eean . 


HOUSE. OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnuspay, January 13, 1841. 

The first business in order was the consideration 
of the report of the Committee of Elections rela- 
tive to the ` 

PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION CASE, 
betwsen Messrs, NAYLOR and INGERSOLL. 

Mr. NAYLOR being entitled to the floor, was 
about to resume his remarks, when 

Mr. GREEN asked him to give way for a few 
moments to enable him to again submit the resolu» 
tion which he offered on yesterday, and to: which 
objection had been made, directing the Committee 
of Ways and Means to consider the expediency of 
reporting a bill imposing a tariff on wines, milks, 
and other luxuries, for the purpose of meeting de- 
mands upon the Government. a tend 

Mr. NAYLOR said he gave way to half a do- 
zen applications yesterday, but could notpursue a 
similar course to-day, as he had a desire to get 
through the matter now before the House. 

Mr. N. then resumed his remarks, and spoke 
for some hours in reply to the arguments of Mr. 
IncERSOLL. Without concluding, at three o’clock, 
Mr. N. gave way to a motion to adjourn, ; 

The motion to adjourn was, however, with- 
drawn, to permit the following Senate: bills to be 
taken up; which were severally read a first and 
second time, and appropriately referred: | 

An act to continue in force the act for the. final 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri, ap- 
proved 9th July, 1832, and the act. supplemental 
thereto, approved 2d March, 1833; na 

An act to authorize the issuing of a patent to. the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Revard, 
deceased; : 

An act fot the relief of Mary Prettyman; 

An act for the benefit of the Howard Institu- 
tion of the city of Washington; 

An act to refund to Noah Miller and others a 
part of the proceeds of the sale of the British sloop 
Mary and cargo, which were captured by them and 
labelled and sold for the benefit of the United 
States; 

An act confirming the claim of the heirs of Jo- 
seph Thompson, jr. deceased, to a track of land. in 
Missouri; 

An act for the relief of Lieutenant John E. 
Bispham; 

An act for the punishment of certain crimes 
agaiast the United States, and for other purposes; 

An act to authorize the accounting cfficers of the 
Treasury to settle the accounts of Francis Gehon, 
late marshal of Wiskonsaa; 

An act for the relief of James H. Relfe; 

An act for the relief of John ©.: Reynolds, 
late disbursing agent of the Indian Department; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Haskins‘and 
Ralph Haskins; : 

A resolution to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to extend further indulgence to certain of 
the late deposite banks; 

An act for the relief of Francis Laventure, Ebe» 
nezer Childs, and Linus Thompson; ar 

An act confirming to George. Tucker, his heirs 
or assigns, a certain tract of land in Alabama; 

An act for the relief of Thomas P. Copes; 

An aet for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

An act for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
Henry Stone; . 

An aċt to perfect the title to lands south of the 

rkarsas. river, held under New Madrid loca- 
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tions- and. pre-emption rights under the act of. 
1814; . - 

An act to authorize the Legislatures of the States 
of Arkansas, Louisiana, and Tennessee, to sell the 
lands heretofore appropriated ‘for the use of schools 
in those States; : . 

An act fortke reliefof Jubal B. Hancock; 

An act in addition to an act to promote the pro- 
gress of the useful arts; 

- An.act for the relief of Daniel Steenrod; and 

An act for the relief of James M. Morgan. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: ; 

1. From the Post Office Depariment, in compli- 
ance with the second section of the act of July. 2, 
1836, to reorganize the Post Office Department, 
enclosing estimates for the service of that Departe 
ment for the year commencing July 1, 1841. 

Referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. ; 

2. From the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
in obedience to the act of the last session of Con- 
gress, requiring him “to make to Congress annu 
ally, at the commencement of the year, a report of 
the manner in which all appropriations for the 
public buildings and grounds have been applied.” 

Referred to. the Committee on Expenditures on 
the Pablic Buildings. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked that his colleague, Mr. 
W. S, Hasrinas, be excused from serving on the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, in conse- 
quence of ill health; which request was agreed tu. 

Mr. CRABB presented the petition of a large 
number of the citizens of Pickens county, Ala- 
bama, for the establishment of a mail route from 
the town of Bridgeville, via the town of Fairfield in 
said ‘county, to: the town of Macon, in the county 
of Noxubee, Mississippi; referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

IMPORTED MANUFACTURED SILK. 

Mr. ADAMS, after some introductory remarks 
on the importance of early action on the House 
bill, No. 311, for laying a duty on imported ma- 
nufactured silks, hoped it would be made the spe- 
cial order for that day fortnight. 

Mr.JONES of Virginia said he would be very glad 
to give his assent to the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, especially as it was a 
measure that proposed to bring money into the pub- 
lic Treasury; but the process would be entirely too 
slow to answer any plactical purposes at the pre- 
sent session. Besides, as he (Mr: J.) had already 
introduced a bill providing fer a more speedy ope- 
ration, (the Treasury Note bill,) he boped the bill 
referred to by the gentleman from Masgachasetts 
would not be taken up until the oiher measnre had 
been before the House. 

Mr. J. observed that several subjects had already 
beed made tke special! order for certain days; and if 
the bill now referred to by the genileman from 
Massachusetts should also be made the special or- 
der, and took up much time, as it undoubtedly 
would, he (Mr. J.) did not know when an opportu- 
nity would be afforded for considering the Treasury 
note bill, the pension bill, and other important 
measures requiring early action. He hoped, there- 
fore, that gentleman would not press his request. 

Mr. ADAMS observed that the bill he held in 
his hand was intended to devise means for repay- 
ing the proposed loan of Treasury notes; and as at 
this very time very large importations were making 
in the port of New York, he thought it highly ne- 
cesary that the bill should be entered upon without 

elay, 

Mr. JONES again adverted to the delay which 
must neces:arily arise from the consideration of 
such a bill, and he was sare, if the gentleman from 
Massachusetis would reflect upon the condition of 
the ‘Treasury, at the present moment, he would see 
the ‘necessity of postponing the bill. It was highly 
important that a temporary suppiy should be made 
So as to enable the Treasury to meet the demands 
upon it during the present quarter; not bat that the 
aceruing tevenue would enable the department to 
meet the demands against it during the year, but it 
would not enable it to meet them in time. 

Mr. J. referred to the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury in order to show the inequality of 
receipts and expenditures during the present year, 


which would make it necessary that a temporary 
provision should be made to enable the Treasury 
to meet demands upon it which would be made be- 
fore the funds appropriated to meet.them should 
have been received. The report stated that unu- 
sually heavy expenses would fall due during the 
first-quarter of the present year. “In. addition to 
a full portion of the current expenses, and the whole 
pension payments for the first half of the year, and 
one-third of a million or more for all the annual 
fishing bounties, there will be imposed on it most of 
the charges for the whole year, connected with the 
session of Congress and private bills, as well as 
large payments for taking the census, and for the 
first instalment of the debt of this District, ete.” 

Mr. J. also referred to the folowing communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, laid on 
their tables this morning, as a further reason why 
no delay should take place in reference to the 
Treasury Noie bill. : 

Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
December 21, 1840. 

Sim: I perceive that a new appropriation bill has 
parsed at this session for sums exceeding $400,000, 
considerable portions of which will probably be 
called from the Treasury during the present year. 

Another appropriation bill appears to have been 
reported, with a view to its immediate passage, 
which is supposed to be nearly double the amount 
of the other, and an addition proposed to it, on ac- 
count of navy pensions, of a sum between $150,000 
and $200,000, entirely new in its character. Much 
of this addition, if made, is likely to be drawn for 
the present month, as it may be needed on or be- 
fore the Ist day of January, and probably some 
portions of the original bill as reported. These 
new charges on the present year are of such magni- 
tude as (with the cireumstances hereafter specified, 
and others referred to in the second, tenth, and 
eleventh pages of my recent annual report) to ren- 
der it proper, in the opinion of the undersigned, 
that he should repeat the recommendation contain- 
ed in that report—that they be accompanied by 
some early provision of additional means to meet 
the whole of them with promptitude. 

The letters annexed, just received, show likewise 
some recent decisions of the courts, that appear to 
require the refunding of more duties from the 
Treasury, to a considerable amount. 

Another communication is also annexed, which 
reached the Department to-day, and shows the ex- 
traordinary drawbacks about to be demanded in a 
siugle case, on refined sugars, extending probably 
to 75,000 or $80,000; a sum nearly equal to half 
of the nett revenue often collected in a week in the 
whole Union. 

To meet calls like these, in addition to those first 
specified by the new appropriations, will probably 
much reduce the balance heretofore anticipated at 
the close uf the year. 

Under these cireumstanecs, coupled with those 
referred to in my annual report rendering some pro- 
vision proper, not only to cover ordinary contin- 
gencies and fluctuations, but especially to provide 
adequate means for meeting seasonably the large 
charges then explained to be imposed on the first 
quarter of the year 1841, and several of them as 
soon asthe Ist of January, the hopeis entertained 
that some such temporary provision will be made 
at the earliest day practicable. 

Looking to the security aud kigh standing of our 
national credit, it was deemed prudent, when that 
report was prepared, thatit be done by the com- 
mencement of the year; and the occurrences since 
tend strongly to confirm the opinion then expressed, 
and are, therefore, now promptly and respect- 
fully submitted to the consideration of the Commit- 
tees of Ways and Means and on Finanee in the 
two Honses. 

_The amount of means authorized might judi- 
ciously extend to the five or six millions which have 
usually been kept on hand in former years, as a 
balance to cover all contingencies and fluctuations, 
and it might be used as a substitute for that ba- 
lance whenever the public wants should require 
during the year, and be all reimbursed before ‘its 
close, if the revenue increases in the latter part of 
the year as is anticipated in the annual report. 

My opinion, formerly expressed, on the most 


convenient and economical mode of making such 
a temporary provision, remains unchanged in fa- 
vor of an issue of Treasury notes, to be redeemed 
out of the revenue received before the end of the 
year, and to be provided for’ either by an amend- 
ment te some appropriate bill, or by a separate act 
of Congress. Respectfully, 
LEVI. WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

To Hon. J. W. Jones, l 

Chairman Committee of Ways and Means, H, R. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
. Compiroller’s Office, December 17, 1840. 

Sır: The Circuit Court of the United States 
for the district of Maryland having, at the No- 
vember term, 1840, declared ‘‘soda ash” to be ex- 
empt from duty, I have to inform you, that] have 
directed to be refunded the duties paid under pro- 
test on that article as carbonate of soda. 

I beg to request your instructions on the matter 
presented in the enclosed copies of letters from the, 
district attorney and collector of the customs a 
Boston, in relation to recent decisions of the United 
States court in that city. If those decisions are ac- 
quiesced in by the department, (and I know not, 
afier the expressed opinion of the district attorney, 
how they can be resisted,) the free admission of 
“gunny cloth” may materially interfere with, if not 
totally destroy, the domestic manufacture of cotton 
bagging. ‘The honorable Mr. Clay, of the Senate, 
having, during the last session of Congress, called 
the particular attention of the department to -this 
subject, I have thought ıt proper to submit it, in its 
present position, to your special notice. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, i 

J. N. BARKER, Comptroller. 
Hon. Levi Woopsury, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Comptroiler’s Office, December 18, 1840. 

Sir: By a communication from the collector at 
New York, dated the 13th instant, a copy of which 
is herewith enclosed, it appears that the article 
worsted plush is added to the list of goods (hereto- 
fore paying goods under the construction of law. by 
this department) exempted from duty by the deci- 
sions ef the United States courts. 

Before instructing the collector to refund duties 
paid under protest on this article, I have thought it 
proper, as in former cases, to submit the subject for 
your decition and sanction. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
J. N. BARKER, 
Hon. Levi Woopzury, Comptroller. 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Cusvom-vousz, New York, 
December 18, 1840. 

Sir: The Messrs. Woolsey made an entry of re- 
fined sugar to-day, the bounty on which will be 
between seventy and eighty thousand dollars, if 
the vessel by which itis to be exported has sufi- 
cient capacity to take it all. 

I have before called your attention to the im- 
portant factof the refiners having an advantage in 
this respect which I am quite sure the policy of the 
Government did not intend to confer, though Con- 
gress, by its legislation, has conferred it. 

To illustrate the proposition, I will make. be- 
low the calculation of duty on 100 pounds of 
sugar imported, costing, in a foreign port, four and 
a half cents, 

100 pounds, at two and a half cents per 
pound duty, 

Deduct, under compromise act, forty per 
cent, 


42 50 


1 50 
Add eight per cent. on cost, say $4 50, 36 
Actual duty on 100 pounds brown sugar, $1 86 


The bounty, or drawback, on refined sugar, is 
five cents per pound, and has been so since . 1829; 
at which time the duty on importation of raw su- 
gar was three cents per pound, or three dollars the 
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hundred pounds; which now is but $1 86 the hun- 
dred pounds: making a difference in the duty, be- 
tween now and 1829, when the present bounty was 
fixed, of one dollar and fourteen cents on a hun- 
dred pounds. 

The quantity imported into this district the three 
first quarters of this year was thirty-seven million 
six hundred and twelve thousand six hundred and 
twenty-three pounds, (say 37,612,623 pounds;) the 
difference on the doties upon which, at this time, 
compared with the duty in 1829, when the present 
bounty was increased, amounts to $428,783 90. 

As the refiners were willing to do business upon 
the basis the law placed that business in 1829, it 
seems to me that Congress ought now to interfere. 

f Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. HOYT, Collector. 
Hon. Levi Woopszury, . 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
January 7, 1841. 

Sım: I enelose, for. the consideration of your 
committee, the copy of another letter from the col- 
lectọr of New York, concerning the large and un- 
expected amount of drawbacks paid and paying at 
that port. Other large drawbacks of this kind are 
demanded at Boston occasionally. 

Coupling these payments with ethers before de- 
tailed to the committee, for refunding duties under 
recent judicia! decisions, with the great demands 
fer fishing bounties, the debt of this District, the 
census, pensions, Florida war, &c. (most of them 
referred to in the tenth and eleventh pages of my 
annual report,) and I do not see how itis possible 
to preserve the public faith in respect to them, and 
the other large current expenses of an ordinary 
character, without the additional. means desired in 
that report to be furnished at an early day. 

As more than a month has transpired since this 
was first desired and explained, any further delay 
will place the Deparment in daily jeopardy of not 
being able, at certain points, to raise available 
means sufficient to meet the public engagements at 
those points. 

I trust, therefore, that the committee will excuse 
me for urging the speediest action possible on this 
important subject. Respectfully, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
l Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Joun W. Jones, 
Chairman of Committee of Ways and Means. 


Custom-Housr, New York, Jan. 5, 1841. 
Sm: I am glad to learn that the question of 
bounty on refined sugar has been submitted to a 
committee of Congress. ; f 
We paid the Messrs. Woolsey to-day another 
bounty of over $25,000; and one will mature in a 
few days for three times the amount. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HOYT, Collector. 
Hon. Levi Woopzury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


After some remarks from Mr. CUSHING, in 
which he discussed the propriety of making provi- 
sion for the coming Administration, the motion for 
making the bill of Mr. Apams the special order 
for the 27th instant, having been made, the yeas 
and nays were demanded, and, being ordered, re- 
culted a3 follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Atherton, Boardman, Botts, Briggs, Cal- 
houn, Carter, Casey, Connor, Crabb, Cranston, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, John Davis, Garrelt 
Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Edwards, Fillmore, Gal- 
braith, Granger, Graves, Grinnell, Hawes, Hoff- 
man, James, Jenifer, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kemp- 
shall, Lineoln, McKay, Francis Mallory, Marvin, 
Mason, Monroe, Morgan, Morrow, Naylor, Os- 
borne, Peck, Pope, Randall, Reed, Ridgway, Ras- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Stanly, Taliaferro, Trllinghast, 
Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, John 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Wiathrop—64. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Linn Banks, Black, Blackwell, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Burke; Bynum, 


John Campbell, Carr, Chapman, Clifford, William 
R. Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dana, Dickerson, Doan, 
Doig, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Garland, 
Goggin, Grabam, Hand, John Hastings, Hill of 
Virginia, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, John W. 
Jones, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lucas, Mere- 
dith Mallory, Medill, Paynter, Pickens, Reynolds, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Strong, 


Sumter, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 


Vanderpoel, Watterson, and Wise—52. 
And there being no quorum, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, January 14, 1841. 
The PRESIDENT submitted a report from the 


Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to the follow- 


ing resolution submitted by Mr. TaLLMaDGE on tle 

31st December last: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to the Senate a list of the drafts drawn. by the 
‘Treasury Department, or by its order, that—be- 
tween the 98th day of February, 1839, and the 4th 
day of July last, and also since the 4th day of July 
last—have been protested for non-payment, or that 
have been presented for payment, and remain un- 
paid; exhibiting in a tabular form, the date of such 
draft, the names of the payees, the names and of- 
fice of the drawees; the place where payable; the 
time when payable; the amount; the time when 
presented, and the time when protested. 

The report was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial of inhabi- 
tants of Wood county, Ohio, praying the passage 
of ageneral bankrupt law. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial 
of citizens of New York for the same purpose. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from ci- 
tizens of Washington county, New York, for the 
same purpose. 

These memorials, as a bill had already been re- 
ported in concurrence with the prayer of the peti» 
tioners, were laid on the table. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of inhabi- 
tants of Indiana, praying the establishment a mail 
route; which was referred to the Commitee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 
RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 

ALABAMA ADVERSE TO A PROTECTIVE TARIFF. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the following 
joint resolutions of the Legislature of Alabama; 
which were read: 

Preamble and Resolutions of the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Alabama, responsive to cer- 
tain resolutions of the State of Connecticut in 
favor of the protective policy. 

Certain resolutions of the State of Connecticut 
have been communicated by the Governor of this 
State to this General Assembly, agreeably to a re- 
quest contained in said resolutions which express 
sentiments in favor of what they designate “the 
protective policy of our Government,” and contain 
a request to the Senators and Representatives in 
Congress from said States, to resist, by all constitu- 
tional means, every attempt to destroy or impair 
said policy, and to use their exertions to procure 
the passage of such laws as will effectually protect 
the labor of this country from the policy and legis- 
lation of foreign Governments; the said resolu- 
tions further signify, that it is the wish of our sister 
State to obtain from us an expression of our senti- 
ments on the subject to which her said resolutions 
relate. 

It becomes us in courtesy, under such circum- 
stances to make answers,which we proceed respect- 
fully to do, as follows: 

We presume we properly comprehend the State 
of Connecticat as intending, by the words “protec- 
tive policy of our Government,” in her aforesaid 
resolutions, a protective tariff; and by the words 
“labor of this country,” the manufacturing labor cf 
this country, So understanding our sister State, 
we cannot forbear expressing our surprise and re- 
gret to find that she should feel it incumbent on her 
to press this fruitful source of discord and distrac- 
tion upon the attention of Alabama and the South, 
at this time—two years in advance of the ex- 
piration of that “compromise” which has, for a pe- 


riod, allayed the fierce and angry passions to -which 
“the” protective policy had heretofore. given rise.. 
But as she has thought proper to call upon. us.for 
our sentiments on this subject, we proceed .to 
give them fully embodied in the following resolu- 
tions—-the principles of which, we would. kindly, : 
but firmly, admonish our sister. Connecticut that 
we are determined to maintain at every hazard: o. 
Be it therefore resolved unanimously, by. the... 
Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Alabama in General Assembly convened, : That 
the Government of the United States was esta- 
blished in order to forma more perfect union, es- 
tablish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, proyide 
for the common defence, and promote the general 
welfare, to, and among the several separate and 
sovereign States of this Union, and to secure the bles 
sings of liberty to we and our children as citizens of 
said States. ; 
Sec. 2. Resolved unanimously, That said Go- 
vernment never can establish justice, insure do- 
mestic tranquillity, or promote the general welfare. 
of this widely extended Union, and the diversified 
interests and pursuits thereof, especially in view. 
of their peculiar relations aforesaid, by enacting. 
Jaws to foster, promote, and protect the industry: 
and occupations of one pertion of the. States. or 
people, to the disparagement, injury, and expense 


of another. 


Sec. 3. Resolved unanimously, That a-tariff for: 
the protection of manufactures always was, and 
always must remain, obnoxious. to the objections 
set forth in the foregoing resolution; and that. cons 
sequently, every such measure always has been, 
and ever will be, in our estimation, unwise, unjust, 
and unconstitutional. i 

Sec. 4. Resolved unanimously, That in the so- 


lemn and deliberate opinion of this General As- - 


sembly, a successful attempt to reestablish the 
“protective policy,” while it cannot fail to alienate 
the feelings of one portion of our happy Union 
from another, and provoke fierce political animosi- 
ties between the North and the South, ultimately .. 
and irresistibly tends to a dissolution of the Federal 
compact between those States, aud that in view of 
such consequences, we earnestly and affectionately 
dissuade our Northern brethren from any such at- 
tempt. eae 
`r Sec. 5. Resolved unanimously, That the Go- 
vernor of this State be requested to forward a copy 
of the foregoing preamble and resolutions to the 
Governor of the State of Connecticut, and the 
Governors of each of the other States, and also 
copies 10 each of our Senators and Representatives, 
the former of whom are instructed, and the latter 
requested, to use all honorable and proper means 
to sustain the principles therein set forth. 
J. L. F. COTTRELL, 
President of the Senate. 
R. A. BAKER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The resolutions were laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be prinied. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the memorial 
of the American Peace Society of 
praying that a special joint committee of Congress 
may be appointed to report on the various memo- 
rials from peace societies presented at the last and 
present sessions of Congress. 7 


Mr. C. said that whilst every man must concur 
in the object of the petitioners, every one must see 
the difficulty attending it. The memorial asks for” 
a special committee, and he was already so much’ 
involved in the business of the session, that he was 
afraid to ask for it. If any other Senator, hows 
ever, felta disposition to make the motion, he 
would most cheerfully vote for it, The memorial 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a similar memorial, 
which was disposed of in the same manner. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial from citizens 
of Albany county, N. Y. praying for the passage of 
a bankrupt law, with certain designated provisions; 
which was laid on the table, snd ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of mer- 
chants and other citizens of New York, remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of a bankrupt law at the 
present'session; which was ordered to be printed. 
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Mr. W. also presented a memorial from manu- 
facturers, merchants, mechanics, and other persons 
of New York, presenting in detail the provisions of 
a bankrupt law, which they think would be a pro: 
per one; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the memorial of eiti- 
zens of Bucksport, Maine, remonstrating against the 
repeal of the fishing bounties and allowances; which 
wastead: = f 

Mr. BENTON gave notice thatin a few days he 
would make an effort to bring this question before 
the Senate, when he would show that two-thirds of 
thése fishing bounties were a palpable violation of 
the Constitution of the United States. There is at 
present before Congress a proposition to borrow 
money by issuing Treasury notes, a portion of 
which must go to the paymen# of these fishing 
bounties. He repeated that he wou'd conclusively 
demonstrate that to the amount of two-thirds of 
these allowances they were a naked bounty from 
the Treasury, and of course unconstitutional. _ 

Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial trom the 
heirs and legal representatives of the Chevolier de 
Repentigny, by C. E. Violet, their attorney; and a 
memorial from Agnes Slacke. The former me- 
morial claims for the memorialists, citizens of 
France, jointly with Agnes Slacke, of Ireland, a 
tract of land at the Sault Ste. Marie, in the Siate of 
Michigan, “six leagues on the portage by six leagues 
in depth on the river separating the two lakes.” This 
land (said Mr. Norve.) is alleged to have been 
granted as a concession, in 1750, by the French 
Canadian authorities, to Captain de Bonne and the 
Chevalier de Repentigny, for the purpose of esta- 
blishing thereon a seignory. The grant is further 
stated to have been ratified by the King of France 
in 1751, Agnes Slacke derives her claim to a 
moiety of this concession from sales or grants made 
by Captain de Bonne. Mr. Norveut said that he 
had presented these memorials by request. He 
considered them as important to the claimants, im- 
portant in their consequences to the State of Michi- 
gan, and important to the United States. He 
therefore moved that they be printed, and, with the 
papers which accompanied them, referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. He would” 
ask the particular attention of that committee to 
the subject, with as speedy action and as early a 
decision on it as mght be consistent with their con- 
venience. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr, CLAY, of Alabama, the pe- 
tition and papers of Joshua Kennedy, as assignee 
of Laurendine, and of the heirs of Joshua Kenne- 
dy, now on file, were referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee ou 
Pensions, reported a biil for the relief of Huldah 
Tucker; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr, WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill for the relief of Wiliam Rand; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. PRENTISS, the Commitice 
on Pensions, to which was referred the memorial 
of Robert P. Wainwright, was discharged from its 
further consideration, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petitions of Richard El- 
hot, of Isaac Hilton, of Catherine Howard, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred the 
Howse bill making temporary provision for luna- 
tics in the District of Columbia, reported the same 
with an amendment. ; 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill for regulating cóm- 
mercial intercourse between the port of Cayenne, 
in the colony of: French Guiana, and to remit cer- 
tain duties; and -~ 

The bill authorizing the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to refund duties collected on the French ship 
Alexandre; 
reported the same without amendment, 

Mr. LINN, from the Select Committee to which 


was referred the joint resolution to authorize the 
adoption of méasures for the occupation and set- 
tlement of the Territory of Oregon, and for ex- 
tending certain portions of the laws of the United 
States over the same, reported the same without 
amendment. j 

The joint resolution directing the transfer to the 
Siate of Maryland of the stock in tke Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal, standing in the -name of the 
United States, upon certain conditions, was then ta- 
ken up. í 

Mr. MANGUM said, as ihis matter was of much 
Importance tothe citizens of the District, who had 
no representative here, and as a remonstrance 
against the passage of the Dill, which be had pre- 
sented some days since, had not yet returned from 
the printer, he hoped the further consideration of 
the bill would be postponed for a few days. 

Mr. MERRICK urged the immediate actioa of 
the Senate as necessary to enable the Legislature of 
Maryland, who had the subject at this moment un- 
der consideration, to enable them to act under- 
standingly. The stock at present was of no value, 
and Congress having in their wisdom determined 
to make no further appropriations to complete the 
work, their holding on to the stock only operated 
to deter Maryland from making efforts to complete 
the canal to Cumberland. As to the memorial of 
the corporate authorities of Washington, it was 
only remonstrating against the United States dis- 
posing of their own property, with which they 
had no more right to interfere than the citizens of 
any other portions of the Republic. 

Mr. WALKER said several years since he had 
introduced a bill, somewhat similar to that now 
pending for the relinquishment of our stock in the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to the State of Mary- 
land. He had done this after a conference with a 
distinguished patriot, [Governor Kent,} then a 
Senator from Maryland, but now called to a 
higher and better world. At that time, he (Mr. 
Warxer) had called upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury to report what dividends the Government 
of the United States had received from its stock in 
all these canals, namely, this canal, the Chesa- 
peake and Delaware Canal, the Dismal Swamp 
Canal, and the Ohio Canal at Louisville. The re- 
port then made showed that these stocks, with the 
exception of the last, had never yielded any divi- 
dend; that they had no market price, and in all 
probability never would yield any dividend, espe- 
cially this stock in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. 
Under these circumstances, Mr. Warrer said he 
was in favor of dissolving this unprofitable part- 
nership between this Government and this com- 
pany, by the surrender of this stock to the State of 
Maryland. Mr. Warrer said whcever would 
read the early debates and reporis on this subject 
in both Houses of Congress, could not fail to ob- 
serve, that this Government had originally intended 
to proceed, part passu with the State of Maryland, 
in subscriptions to this canal, considering it as a 
great national wok, terminating in this District, 
This design was now abandoned, most happily, te- 
gether with the whole internal improvement syg- 
tem by Congress; but, in ihe mean time, ihe 
State of Maryland, relying on the continued co- 
operation of this Government in the construction 
of this canal, had proceeded and expended enor- 
mous sums towards the completion of this great 
work; and whilsthe (Mr. Waker) would not, 
even under these circumstances, vo'e to appropri- 
ate more money to this cr any ether similar ob- 
ject of internal improvement by ihis Government, 
yet he thought it a mere act of jus'ice to surrender 
this stock, (not without an equivalent,) but for the 
fall equivalent provided in tbis bill, namely: the 
use of this canal forever, free of all toll, for tha 
transportation of the troops and munitions of war 
of this Government; and upon similar terms Mr. 
Waker was willing to surrender to ihe States in 
which they were located, all the stock he'd by this 
Government in all other canals, and thus to com- 
plete the divorce between this Government and the 
whole internal improvement system. In relation 
to, the stock held by this Government in the Lou- 
isville canal, Mr. WaLrxer desired to cede our 
stock in that canal to the State of Kentucky, so as 
to be made anxiliary to the great ebject of ren- 


dering that canal free of all toll, and thus Te- 
move that heayy taxation which was now im- 
posed on those who travelled or transported 
products on the Ohio river. In relation to the op- 
position on the part of this city to this transfer, 
Mr. W. said he regretted it. “The completion of 
this canal by Maryland would be of vast import- 
ance to this city, and she ought te sapport this bill 
as facilitating the completion of this work; and as 
to the idea that Maryland might, by obtaining the 
control of this stock, abandon the canal to this city, 
by carrying the canal from a point out of this Dis- 
trict to Baltimore, it was delusive. Now, Mr. 
W. said, a survey for Maryland, by the accom- 
plished head of our Topographical Bureau, had 
been made, by which it was demonstrated that all 
other routes for a cross cut from ibis canal to Balti- 
more had been found impracticable, except through 
this city. Mr. W. said that this bill had passed 
the Senate at the last session by a large majority, 
and. he hoped it would now be permitted to pass 
without delay. : 

On motion of Mr. CLAY by Alabama, the 
for taking up the special order having arrived 
joint resolution was laid on the table. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pub- 
lie lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log cabin thereon, being the special or- 
der of the day, was taken up, the question being 
on the amendment offered by Mr. Catnoun to the 
motion to recommit the bill made by Mr, CRITTEN- 
DEN. 

Mr. SEVIER addressed the Senate at length in 
favor of the amendment submitted by Mr. CaL- 
Houx, and of the original bill, and in opposition to 
the substitule proposed by Mr. CRITTENDEN. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana followed in opposition 
to Mr. Carnoun’s amendment, and spoke for 
about an hour, when, without concluding, he yield- 
ed to a motion for adjournment. 

And the Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, January 14, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

The SPEAKER stated that the first business in 
order was the motion of Mr. Apams to make House 
bill No. 311, providing for a duty on 

FOREIGN MANUFACTURED SILK, 
the special order of the day for the 27th instan 
(The question on this motion had been put on las 
evening, but no quorum voted.) 

Mr. ADAMS moved a call of the House, bu 
there was no second, 

The question then being on the motion to make 
the bill the special order, 

Mr. THOMPSON asked for the reading of the 
bill, and it was read accordingly. i 

Mr. WISE desired to know. if it would require 
two-thirds to make it the special order. 

The SPEAKER said it would. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Apams, and decided by yeas and hays, as fol- 
lows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Beatty, Boardman, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, 
Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, 
Chinn, Chittenden, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, John Davis, John W. 
Davis, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Doe, Ed- 
wards, Everett, Fillmore, Fornance, Galbraith, 
Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Goode, Granger, Green, 
Hall, Henry, Charles Johnston, Lane, Lincoln, 
McCarty, McCiure, MeCulloch, McKay, Francis 
Mallory, Mason, Moore, Morrow, Osborne, Par- 
menter, Paynter, Peck, Randall, Rariden, Reed, 
Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Ser- 
geant, Simonton, John Smith, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Stuart, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Trumbull, David D. Wagener, Peter J. 
Wagner, John White, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Wiliams, Win- 
throp, and John T. H. Worthington.—78. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Atherton, Banks, Black- 
well, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Batler, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Chapman, 
Clifford, William R. Cooper, Crary, Dana, Daw- 
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son, Dickerson, Doane, Dromgoole, Earl, East- 
man, Fine, Fisker, Garland, Goggin, Griffin, 
Hammond, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of Va. 
Hubbard, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Kille, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montgomery, Nisbet, Parrish, Pickens, 
‘Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, James Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, Vanderpoel, Watterson, Weller, Jared 
W. Williams, and Wise—65. 

Sothere not being two-thirds, the motion was 
not agreed to. 

The report of the Committee of Elections rela- 
tive to the 

` PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION, 
then coming up as the special order, and Mr. Nay- 
lor being entitled to the floor, i 

Mr. RIVES, chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, asked the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
to give way a moment in order to afford him (Mr. 
R.) an opportunity of renewing the following motion 
ineffectually made some days ago by the former 
chairman of that committee, Mr. CAMPBELL: 

Resolved, That the Speaxer of this House be re- 
quested to issue a subpena duces tecumto Samuel 
Hart, esq. prothonotary of the court of common 
pleas for the city and county. of Philadelphia, di- 
recting the said Samuel Hart, esq. te appear per- 
sonally, or by deputy, before this House, at one 
o’clock, p. m. on Monday the 18th instant,with the 
election returns and other papers on file in his of- 
fice, relating to the Congressional election in the 
Third Congressional District in the State of Penn- 
sylvania in 1838, there to be examined in evidence 
in the case of contested election now pending be- 
tween C. J. Inazrsont and Craries Naytor, from 
the said Congressional district. 

Mr. STANLY objected to the floor being given 
by Mr. NAYLOR. 

Mr. RIVES hoped the gentleman from North 
Carolina would not object, as it was important that 
the papers required by the resolution should be had 
in season, 

Mr. STANLY persisted. 

[It will be recollected that it was Mr. CAMPBELL, 
of South Carolina, the chairman of the Committee 
of Elections, at the last session, who,a few days 
ago, attempted, on two occasions, to introduce the 
above resolution, Mr. C. being, as we are inform» 
ed, in favor of the majority report. Both times ob- 
jection was made by Messrs. STANLY, WILLIAMS, 
and other opposition members, who, it appears, 
have no desire that Hart should appear with the 
election returns, although they were called for by 
Mr. CAMPBELL, who, it appears, is in favor of Mr, 
Naytor. If the Whigs objected to the motion of 
one in favor of the majority report, it was hardly 
to be expected they would give way to the motion 
when made by a signer of the minority report.] 

Mr. NAYLOR said he had not the slightest ob- 
jection to the passage of that resolution; but inas- 
much as the House had twice refused to entertain 
it, he did not deem it very. respectful to again 
press it. 

Mr. RIVES explained that it was a mistake to 
say that any vote had been taken on the resolation, 
for it had not yet been received. 

Mr. NAYLOR persisted in his refusal, and was 
about to proceed, when 

Mr. JONES of Virginia hoped the gentleman 
would yield tse floor for one moment only, just to 
enable him to move that the Treasury note bill be 
made the special order for Monday next. Mir. J. 
observed that the condition of the Treasury was 
one which required immediate relief. The motion 
would take but a moment; and he trusted the gen- 
teman would permit it to be made. 

Mr. NAYLOR said if he gave way for one, he 
must for a dozen; so he must decline, 

Mr. N. then proceeded with his remarks in an- 
swer te Mr. INGERSOLL, 

After speaking until after three o’clock, Mr. N. 
concluded, and resumed his seat. 

Mr. GREEN oi Kentucky then asked leave to 
submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the ex- 

edigncy and necessity of laying such duties, for 


the purposes of revenue, upon wines and silks, and 
such other articles of luxury imported into the Uni- 
ted States, as will meet the necessary expenditures 
of the Government, and pay of the debt already 
incurred by the issue of Treasury notes, and all 
such other debts as may be owing by the Govern- 
ment of the United States; and that said commtttee 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to adjourn; but, 
after some conversation, the motion was with 
drawn. 

The question then being on the resolation of Mr. 
GREEN, 

Objection was made to its reception; whereupon, 

Mr. GREEN moved a suspetsion of the rules, 
and demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. WISE rose to a question of order. He de- 
sired to know if the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Nayior] was not entitled to the floor. 

The SPEAKER informed him that Mr. N. had 
concluded his remarks. 

Mr. RIVES presumed that the consideration of 
the contested election case would still go on as the 
special order. 

The SPEAKER said certainly it would, and the 
other claimant (Mr. InerrsoLL) was entitled to the 
floor; the resolution of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, therefore, could only be entertained by a 
suspension of the rales. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia wished to inquire of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, whether the bill re- 
ported by the Committee on Manufactures, for 
imposing a duty on foreign silks, did not cover this 
resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS replied that it would cover only a 
part of the resolution, namely, so far as related to 
silks. 

The SPEAKER had observed ihat it was not 
in order to debate that question. 

Mr. WISE did not wish to speak out of order, 
but would merely observe, that although the bill re- 
ported from the Commitiee on Manufacture» re- 
ferred only to silks, yet it wes open to amend- 
ment and might thus be made to cover the whole 
ground, 

The question on the motion to suspend the rules 
was then put, and decided in the negative as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W, Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Bond, Botts, 
Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, William B. Camp- 
bell, Carroll, Garter, Casey, Chittenden, Crabb, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Da- 
vies, John Davis, Garret Dav.s, Edwards, Eve- 
rett, Fillmore, Fornance, Galbraith, Gates, Goode, 
Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, 
Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, James, Charles Johnston, 
Kempshall, King, Lane, Leet, Lincoln, McCul- 
loch, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Morgan, Morrow, 
Naylor, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Randall, Rayner, 
Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Warren, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and Win- 
threp—80. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, By- 
num, Carr, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, 
William R. Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dana, John 
W. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, Doan, 
Doig, Earl, Easiman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Goggin, 
Graham, Griffin, Hammond, John Hastings, Hill 
of Virginia, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, 
Josedh Johnsen, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kilie, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lowel, Lucas, 
McClellan, MeClure, McKay, Francis Mallory, 
Marchand, Medill, Montanya, Samuel W. Mortis, 
WNewhard, Nisbet, Parmenter, Pickens, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Rives, Edvard Rogers, James Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Biong, Sumier, Taliaferro, 
Francis Thomas, Pailip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Farmey, Vanderpeel, David D. Wagener, 
Wrelics, aud Wise—86. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. ‘ 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, then asked the permis- 


i Joba Hastings, 


sion of Mr. InaersoLL to. permit him to offer`a 
resolution, making the Treasury note bill the spe~ 
cial order for Monday next, and for each suceeed- 
ing day until it shall be finally disposed of.: -= 

And Mr. INGERSOLL assenting, ; 

Mr. JONES submitted the motion. =.: : 

Mr. BARNARD movedto amend the motion as 
follows: : PE 

That the Committee of the Whole on the State 
the Union be discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the bill in relation to Treasury notes, 
and that the subject of making provision for: the 
wants. of the Treasury he referred back to the 
Committee of Ways and Means with instructions- 

1. To bring in a bill authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to borrow ten millions of dollars on 
the credit of the Government, and to issue bonds 
or scrip therefor. Š : 

2. To bring ina bill imposing additional reve- 
nue on wines, silks, linens, spices, and other arti- 
cles, being luxuries, imported into the United States, 
but in such manner as not to conflict with the 
principles, policy, and spirit of the act. of 2d 
March, 1833, commonly called the “compro- 
mise act.” : : 

The SPEAKER decided that the amendment 
could not be received, as a motion to make a bill 
the special order did not open the merits of such. 
bill. no 

Mr. BARNARD discented from the opinion of 
the Cuar, but did not appeal from the deeision. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia then demanded the yeas 
and nays on his motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. DAWSON wished to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means 
whether the money required by the Treasury Note 
bill was wanted for immediate use. 

Mr. JONES replied that a considerable propor- 
tion of the money would be required to meet de 
mands upon the Treasury during the first quarter 
of the present year. A large portion was also re- 
quired to pay pensions which would fall due after 
the 4thof March. Likewise to meet other demands 
which would fall due between this time and that 
period. ; A 
: In reply to a further question ‘by Mr. Dawson, 
Mr. JONES observed that it was. proposed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to make provision 
for all the wants of the Government during: the 
present year up to the first of January next. And 
for himself, judging from the report of the Sécre- 
tary, he believed that the means for the year would 

ə sufficient to meet the expenditares. But, owing 
to the incquality of receipts and expenditures at 
different portions of the year, it was essentially ne- 
cessary that a temporary provision should be made 
to enable the Treasury to meet demands upon it 
during the present quarter, and to transport money 
to remote quarters where it would be immediately 
required after the adjournment of Congress. 

Mr. BARNARD wished to know what was the 
motion before the House. . 

The SPEAKER said it was the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Jones] to make the 
Treasury note bill ihe special erder for Monday 
next, which motion would require a vote of two- 
thirds. 

After some debate of a conversational character 
between Messis. BARNARD, BRIGGS, and 
others, the question was taken on the motion of 
Mr. Jongs, and it was decided in the afirmative- 
by yeas and nays, as follows: f 


YEAS—Messrs. John W. Alev, Atherton, 
Baaks, Barnard, Beatty, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. ‘Butler, 
Wm. O. Butler, Bynum, Joba. Campbell, Carr, 
Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
nor, William R. Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dana, 
John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dickerson, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Esstman, Ely, Fill- 
more, Fine, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, 
Griffin, Grionell, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Hoffman, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Habbard, Jameson, Jenifer, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, 
King, Leedbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClelian, MeCiure, McCulloch, MeKay, Mar- 
chand, Marvin, Medill, Miller, Monroe, Mon- 
tanya, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, 
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Osborne, Parmenter, Peck, Pickens, Prentiss, Rey- 
nolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Sal- 
tonstal], Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Thomas Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Siuart, Sumter, 
Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, John B. Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, 
David D. Wagener, Weller, Henry Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Winthrop, and Wise—108. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Andrews, 
Baker, Boardman, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Cal- 
houn, Carter, Chittenden, Crabb, Cranston, Cush- 
ing; Edward Davies, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Ed- 
wards, Everett, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Green, 
Henry, Hill of Virginia, James, Charles John- 
ston, Kempshall, Lane, Lincoln, Francis Mallory, 
Morrow, Naylor, Palen, Randall, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, Russell, Simonton, Slade, Stanly, Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Underwood, 
Warren, John White, and Thomas W. Wil- 
Hams—-52. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, on leave, reported a bill to establish a 

UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY 
throughout the United States; which was read 
twice, referred to a Committee of the Whole on 
the State of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BARNARD then moved that the bill be 
made the special order for this day fortnight; pend- 
ing which motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
© : n Paray, January 15, 1841. 

Mr. {HUNTINGTON presented the credentials 
ofthe Hon. THOS. CLAYTON, appointed by the 
Legislature of the States of Delaware a Senator 
from that State for six years from the 4th of March 
next; which were read, and placed on file. 

The PRESIDENT submitted the credentials of 
the Hon. RICHARD H. BAYARD, appointed by 
the Legislature of the State of Delaware a Sena- 
tor from that State for six years from the 4th of 
aren 1839, which were read, and placed on 
ile. 

Mr. YOUNG presented joint resolutions from 
the Legislature of Illinois, praying, legislative ac- 
tion by Congress in regard to the remission of du- 
lies on railroad iron imported by that State; which 
were referred tothe Committee on Finance, 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of Al- 
den Partridge, praying the abolition of the Military 
Academy at West Point; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, aad ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. IT. also presented another memorial from the 
same gentleman, proposing a plan of national edu- 
cation, to be supported by a distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands for that pur- 
pose; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Publie Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial of the 
American Peace Society; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of John M. 
oo, and Jerome Loring; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. WALL. presented a memorial of eiti- 
zens of New York, praying the passage of a gene- 
val bankrupt law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of St. Louis, praying the passage of a general 
bankrupt law. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial of merchants and 
mechanics, asking, if Congress deem it neeessary to 
pass a bankrupt law, that banks and oiher money 
incorporations may be included therein. 

Mr. B. also presented two memorials of mer- 
chants, manufacturers, and others, designating 
certain. provisions which they deem important to 
be incorporated in any bankrupt law that may be 
passed. 

These memorials were ail ordered to be printed, 
and: laid on the table.. 

On motion by Mr. ROBINSON, the petition 
and papers of Peters, Moore and Cempany, now 
on file, were referred tothe. Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, 

On motion by Mr. DIXON the petition and pa- 


pers of Caleb Mitchell were permitted to be witk- 
drawn from the files of the Senate. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Commitiee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of D. G. Skin- 
ner; which was read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. ` 

‘On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the petition of M. 
M. Quackenboss, now on file, wasreferred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary; and the petition of 


` Enoch Hidden was referred to the Committee on 


Naval Affairs. 

‘Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill for the re- 
lief cf Samuel Norris and Frederick Saugrain of 
Arkansas, reported the same without amendment. 

The billto regulate the land offices in Indiana 
and for other purposes, was read a third time, and 

assed. 

: UNIFORM BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved that the Senate now 
take up the bill to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy. 

Mr. KING asked the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky whether he made the motion for the pur- 
dose of submitting an amendment to the bill, or for 
the purpose of discussion by the Senate, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN replied, that the latter was 
his object, and he called for the ayes and noes on 
the motion. 

Mr. BENTON said he considered this a motion 
which would go to the destruction of the pre-emp- 
tion bill, and if it were adopted, he should consider 
the pre-emption bill voted down for this session. 
The adoption of a motion of that magnitude, at 
this short sesssion, would be equivalent to a decla- 
ration that the Senate would not again touch the 
pre-emption bill this session, and therefore he 
Should vote against it. 

Mr. WALKER was not willing that any Sena- 
tor, whether friend or foe, should create an issue 
for him, or dictate his course here on this subject. 
He was in favor of a pre-emption law; he was also 
in favor of the cession bill; but much as he favored 
both, he knew there was no bill ever introduced 
into this body, in regard to a speedy action on 
which his constituents were so unanimous, as on 
the bankrupt bill. In the State of Missis- 
sippi, all parties, Whigs and Demoerats, credi- 
tors as+well as debtors, solvent or insolvent, 
were in favor of the passage of the bank- 
rupt bill. If there was a single individual there 
that was opposed to it, he had not the honor of his 
acquaintance. Under these circumstances, he 
should feel it to be his duty to vole to take up the 
bankrupt bill; and he would go further, and say 
that if either the pre-emption bill or the bankrupt 
bill was to be delayed iniis passage fer want of 
time at the present session, he should undoubtedly 
prefer that the former should be delayed rather than 
the latter, for there was more unanimity in his 
State in favor of speedy action upon the latter, and 
more earnestness about itsimmediate passage; and 
for this reason he should vote for its being taken 
up. As the ayes and noes had been called on 
the motion made for that purpose, he had thought 
it proper to make these remarks. 

Mr. KING was surprised at the course taken 
in regard tothe bill which had been so Jong under 
discussion; if the motion now made should prevail, 
it would prevent final action on the pre-emption 
bill, although ithad been discussed day after day, 
for so many days, and the discussion was now 
coming to aclose. And yet when the bill was in 
that stage, a new subject was urged upon the Se- 
nate, which could not be passed at the present ses- 
sion without a discussion of some days. Were 
Senaters then, inthis state of affairs, in favor of 
throwing aside a measure already matured for 
tinal action, and every thing else, for a bill which 
would engage their attention so long? 

Mr. WALKER. Yes, I am; for the Bank- 
rupt bill having passed at the last session through 
the Senate, after several months’ debaie, might now 
be carried immediately through this body, and 
is no injurious delay as to the pre-emption 

ilk. 

Mr. KING observed, the Senate had taken up 
a subject of great importance; it had been diseussed 


with the calmness and with the minnteness which 


its importance required; and now, at the close of 
the discussion, it was tobe thrown aside, and final 
action was to be avoided, that they might take up 
another subject that would consume much of the 
remaining time of the session. If the Senator 
from Mississippi was friendly, as he said he was, 
to both these measures, he (Mr. Kina) should con- 
ceive he would first pass one of them, take up the 
other, and pass that too as soon as possible; but 
the course pursued by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi would. appear to betray but little friendship 
for the pre-emption bill, if, by voting for the motion 
of the Senator from Kentucky, he should give it 
the go-by. 

Mr. WALKER said he intended to give what he 
knew would be the vote of his constituents, if they 
were on that floor; and notwithstanding the surprise 
of the honorable Senator from Alabama, he should 
persist in his intention to vote for taking up the 
bankrupt bill, whenever a motion was made to 
take it up, and to give it the precedence of all other 
bills on the calendar. His constituents were more 
deeply interested in the immediate passage of the 
bankrupt bill then any other. ‘They were in favor 
of a pre-emption bill, and so was he; they were in 
favor of the cession bill, and so was “he: but they 
were more deeply interested in passing the bank- 
rupt bill at the present session. 

Mr. BENTON. But one is ripe for final action. 

Mr. WALKER. And so is the other, and had 
already passed the Senate at the last session, - and 
he hoped could now pass the Senate without delay; 
and it seemed as though the debate on the pre-emp- 
tion bill would be interminable. 

Mr. YOUNG said it was known at the last ses- 
sion that he was in favor of the bankrupt bill, but 
he was not willing to give it precedence of all other 
bills. He was willing to give -it preecdence of 
all other business after the disposal of that which 
had been so long under discussion. 

Mr. BENTON said the graduation bill was the 
next in order after the pre-emption bill; and as they 
had been discussed together, it was desirable that 
they should be disposed of together. But if they 
were to be thrown aside, and killed by a side blow, 
it was perfectly immaterial whether the blow came 
from friend or foe; death was death, come the blow 
whence it might, To throw, then, those bills. by, 
after they had had a full discussion—for the discus- 
sion had gone to both—and to take up one of the 
magnitude of the bankrupt bill, on which several 
Senators would have something to say, was to 
throw them by altogether, and to kill them by a 
side blow. 

Mr. LUMPKIN should vote against postponing 
the bills already discussed, to give precedence to 
the bankrupt bill; but he had no hesitation in say- 
ing that the Senate had abundance of time to act, 
and to act deliberately, on every subject then be- 
fore the Senate. He should thus vote, because one 
important measure was ready for decision; and 
he acted on this principle, that when he had many 
things to do, he would do one thing at a time; and 
he would do the most important first. 

Mr. WALKER had not made the motion then 
before the Senate, nor was he aware that the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky was about to make it; but it 
having been made, he should give such a vote as 
his constituents would give if they were on this 
floor, He knew his constituents preferred imme- 
diate action on the bankrupt bill, and that delay, as 
to the passage of that bill, would be more inju- 
rious to them than delay as to any other mea- 
sure; but he should not have made any remarks, if 
the proposition of compromise suggested by the 
Senator from Kentucky, to take up the bankrapt 
bill immediately after the pre-emption bill, had not 
been rejected by the opponents of the bankrupt bill, 
and a disposition manifested to prevent any action 
on that bill at this session. He said he had no 
fear that his constituents would misapprehend his 
cour-e on this subject, or that any Sena‘or.on this 
flcor could induce any one citizen of Mississippi to 
believe that he was faking a conrse hostile to the 
pre-emption system. Phe first act ever introduced 
by hina into the S-nate, immediately after taking 
his seat, was a bill containing a prospeetive pre- 
emption clanse, and be had accompanied that bill 
with an elaborate report in its favor. At every 
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subsequent session he had introduced a prospective 
bill, and in 1837 such a principle had received the 
assentof a majority of the Senate. He hoped both 
the pre-emption and bankrupt bili would pass at 
the present session; but the pre-emption bill would 
benefit his constituents as: much if passed a few 
months hence, as now; but if action were delayed 
much longer on the bankrupt bill, it would be of 
little use to debtor or creditor in the State of Mis- 
sissippi. 

Mr. BENTON observed that the graduation bill 
was the next in order. 

Mr. WALKER said that would be death to the 
bankrupt bill, and therefore he felt bound to vote 
for the proposition of the Senator from Kentucky, 
though he should prefer such a modification of the 
motion as would give it precedence after the dispo- 
sal of the bill which was ready to be disposed.of, 
and that bill were pressed to an immediate vote? 

Mr. HUBBARD was opposed, as was well 
known, to the bankrupt bill—he had never receiv- 
ed even the first memorial from his own State for 
such a bill—but, from the last remark of the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, it would appear they were to 
have but one measure during the present session, 
and that measure was to be the bankrupt bill. Now 
he (Mr. Hussard) was in favor of both the pre- 
emption and graduation bills, and he sustained. them 
in consonance with resolutions from his own State; 
and to him it appeared that they ought to act on 
the bill before them, (the pre-emption bill.) Atthe 
last session of Congress the Senate passed a bank- 
rupt bill, and the House to which it was then sent 
for consideration had it now again under conside- 
ration; but what was the course adopted with it 
there (in the House of Representatives?) Why, it 
was even refused a consideration—it was not even 
referred to a committee—-by a majority of seven- 
teen. What would be its fate now, he (Mr. Hus- 
BARD) knew not, but it would be an economy of 
time to wait for the action of the other House upon 
that bill, and therefore he hoped that the pre-emp- 
tion bill would not be posjponed. E 

Mr. WALKER endeavored to discharge his du- 
ty to his constituents, but he would agree to make 
the bankrupt bill the special order next after the 
pre-emption bill, if that compromise were assented 
to, and ne other business then taken up tili the 
bankrupt bill was pasted. 

Mr. BUBBARD said that would not be in order. 

Mr. KING said it could not be made the special 
order next after the pre-emption bill; it could only 
be got at by postponing the other special orders. 

Mr. NORVELL was in favor of both bills; and 
as the question now stood, he felt himself placed in 
a predicament, for he did not wish his vote to be 
misunderstood, and therefore if the bankrupt bill 
` could be made the special order next after the pre- 
emption bill, he should be glad that arrangement 
were made. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN did not understand why 
sbould not be made the special order next after the 
pre-emption bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN said gentlemen might get at 
the bankrupt bill in one of two ways. It might be 
done by moving to discharge it from the special or- 
ders and put it on the general orders, and then it 
could be taken up at any time. The other mode 
was, to wait until one o'clock and then move the 
postponement of all special and general orders, 
to take up this bill. These were the only parlia- 
-mentary modes of reaching it. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN perfectly understood his 
position; he understood that a majority of the Se- 
nate had the right to make what order they pleased. 

After some other observations from several Se- 
nators, ` 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he did not wish to em- 
barrass any of the friends of the bill, and with the 
consent of the Senate, he would now withdraw his 
motion, but gave notice that he would r-new it, 
and persist in it, as soon as the measure under con- 
sideration was disposed of. 

Mr. KING. That is right. 

Mr. BENTON. That is parliamentary. 

The motion was then, by unanimous consent, 
withdrawn. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION BILL. 

Fhe bill to establish a permanent prospective 


pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the put- 
lie lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log cabin thereon, being the special or- 
der of the day, was taken up; the question being 
on the amendment offered by Mr. CaLnoun to the 
motion to recommit the bill made by Mr. Crirren- 


| DEN. : 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana resumed and continued 


his remarks in opposition to the amendment of 
Mr. Catnoun, and in favor of the distribution bill. 
BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. MERRICK then moved that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed, and that 
the Senate take up the bill for the re-charter of the 
Banks in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said if it was important 
to get the bill to which the honorable Senator from 
Maryland referred, before the other branch of 
Congress, it was much more important—it was all 
important, to act definitely as soon as possible on 
the bill the gentleman desired to postpone. He 
was sorry that the gentleman should think it ne- 
cessary to occupy so much of the time of the 
Senate with motions to advance some and to thurst 
aside other measures. After some other observa- 
tions he moveito Jay the metion cf the Senator 
from Maryland on the table. 

Mr. MERRICK ealled for the ayes and noes 
thereon, which were ordered; and the motion of the 
Senator from Alabama was decided in the affirma- 
tive—ayes 25, noes 15, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, Hubbard, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, Norvell, 
Pierce, Porter, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wail, 
Williams, and Wright 25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Ky. Clayton, Criten- 
den, Huntington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, Southard, 
Pallmadge, and White—15. 

Mr. SOUTBARD then rose, and addressed: the 
Senate in opposition to the amendment proposed 
by Mr, Catnoun; but before concluding, gave way 
to a motion for adjourament, 

Axd the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frivay, January 15, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

The SPEAKER announced that the first business 
in order was tke motion to make the bill to esta- 
blish 
A UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY, 
the special order for the 28th of the present month, 
and on which the yeas and neys had been ordered; 
and pending which motion, the House had ad- 
journed. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and were, 
yeas-57, nays 96, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, 
Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Bond, Brewster, 
Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, Chit- 
tenden, Cranston, Cushing, Edward Davies, Daw- 
son, Delet, Edwards, Galbraith, Gates, Gid- 
dings, Goode, Granger, Grinnell, Hand, Henry, 
Hoffman, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, 
King, Lincoln, Meredith Mallory, Mason, Mon- 
roe, Morgan, Naylor, Nishet, Osborne, Peck, 
Randall, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Sal 
tonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Strong, Stuart, Jacob 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, David D. Wage- 
ner, T. W. Williams, and Winthrop—57. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Hanks, 
Beatty, Biack, Biackweil, Botts, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, John Camp- 
bell, Carroll, Casey, Clifford, Connor, W. R, Coop. 
er, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Deberry, Dickerson, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Easiman, Ely. Fine, 
Fisher, Garland, Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Griffin, 
Habersham, John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Fill of North Carolina, Hopkins, Hubbard, 
Jameson, Cave Jonson, Nathaniel Jones, Kile, 
Lane, Leadbetier, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, Me- 
Carty, McCleilan, McClure, MeCulloch, McKay 
Francis Mallory, Marchand, Miller, Monianys, 
Mon'gomery, Morris, Parrish, Paynter, Pickens, 
Pope, Prentiss, Profit, Rariden, Rayner, Rey- 
-nolds, Rives, James Rogers, Russell, Samuels, 


Shaw, Shepard, Tromas Smith, Steenrod, Sweatin: 
gen, Sweney, Taliaferro, F.. Thomas, . Philip’ F. 
Thomas, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, “Warten, 
Watterson, Weller, J. W. Williams, Henry Wik 
liams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and 
Wise—96. : n 

So the House refused to make 
order for the 28th instant. : 

Mr. INGERSOLL was then about to pr 
when 

Mr. RIVES hoped the gentleman would “yield 
the floor for one moment, in order that he might'of- 
fer the following resolution, calling for .papers:ton- 
nected with the case: f 

Resolved, That the Seeaxer of this House be re- 
quested to issue a subpena duces tecum to Samuel 
Hart, esq. prothonotary of the court of common 
pleas far the city and county of Philadelphia, ‘di- 
recting the said Samuel Hart, esq. to appear per- 
soaally, or by deputy, before this House, at one 
o’alock, p.m. on Monday, the 18th instant, with 
he election returns and other papers on file in his 
office, relating to the Congressional electien in the 
Third Congressional District in the State of Penn 
sylvania in 1838, there to be examined in evidence 
in the case of contested election now pending be- 
tween C. J, Incersoit and Caries NAYLOR, from 
the said Congressional District. , 

Mr. WISE objecting, l ; 
Mr. RIVES said if the gentleman from Pennsyk 
vania would give him the floor, he would ‘move a ` 

suspension of the rules, : oo Ra raat 

The SPEAKER. observed that if any; membei 
objected, the gentleman from Pennsylvania could 
not yieid the floor. 

Mr. RIVES was again about to urge his request, 
when 

Mr. WISE called him to order. 

Mr. INGERSOLL then proceeded in his reply 
to the arguments of Mr. Nayncr, and having cor 
eluded ata quarter past two o’clock, 

Mr. NAYLOR made a brief rejoinder, after 
which, the question pending being on the resolution 
reported by the mejority of the Committee of 
Elections, declaring Mr. Nayzor to have been duly 
elected— ao. 

Mr. JAMESON believing that no good would 
arise from further discussion, moved the previous 
question. es 

Mr. MEDILL, a memher of the Committee ot 
Elections, hoped the gentleman would withdraw 
the call forthe previous question, as he wished to 
offer—(The confusion which prevailed prevented 
the Reporter from hearing the remainder of the 
sentence.) 

Mr. WISE hoped the Committee of Elections 
would be permitted to say any thing they thought 
proper on the suljeet. f 

Mr. JAMESON said he regretted that his sense 
of duty would not permit him to withdraw the call 
for the previous question; for if the committee were 
permitted to give their views, other members would 
wish to reply, and there would be no knowing 
where the discussion and excitement would. end. 
He therefore persisted in his demand for the pre- 
vious question. 

The call for the previous question was then se- 
corded by the House, and the main question, on 
agreeing to the resoluuon of the committee, ordered 
to be put. 

Mr. FILLMORE, after observing that but few 
members ware in their seats, moved a call of, the 
House. facia 

The SPEAKER said that a motion fora call ot 
the House could not be entertained after the pre- 
vious question had been ordered. ; 

Atthe request of several members, the resolu- 
tion was read, as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That Cuantms Nayior was duly elect 
ed a member of the House of Representatives for 
the Twenty-sixth Congress,rom the Third Congres- 
sional District of Pennsylvania. 

There not being a full attendance of members, 
snd it not being in order to move a call of the 
House, ° 

Mr. VANDERPOEL thought that, as this was 
an impoytan! question, the better plan would. be to 
adjourn, and take the vole in the morning, when 
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there might be a full House... He therefore made 
that motion. ee 

Mr. WISE asked if the time when the. motion 
was made (half past two) would be entered on the 
journal. : : 

The SREAKER szid it would. 

The question was then. taken on the motion to 
adjourn, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Beatty, Black, Black- 
well, Brewster, Barke, Clifford, Coles, Wm. R. 
Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, Dickerson, 
Doan, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Everett, Fine, 
Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, John 
Hastings, Hawes, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, 
Hubbard, Jameson, Keim, Kille,Lead better, Leonard, 
Lowell, Marchand, Medill, Montgomery, S. W. 
Morris, Parrish, Parmenter, Prentiss, Reynolds, 
Rives, Rogers, Shaw, Thomas Smith, Strong, Tay- 
lor, P. F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van- 
derpoel, David D. Wagener, Jared W. Wiliams, 
Henry Wiliams, and Christopher H. Wiliams 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Banks, Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Bond, 
Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Aaron V. Brown, Samp- 
son H. Butler, John Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, 
Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Connor, Crabb, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Da- 
vies, Jobn Davis, John W. Davis, Garrett Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, {Doe, Edwards, Evans, 
Fillmore, Fisher, Garland, Goggin, Goode, Gra- 
ham, Granger, Graves, Griffin, Habersham, Haw- 
kins, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, James, Jenifer, 
Chas, Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Wm. Cost John- 
son, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Kempshall, 
King, Lane, Lincoln, Lucas, McClellan, McClure, 
McCulloch, McKay, Francis Mallory, Marvin, 
Miller, Monroe, Moore, Morgan, Nisbet, Palen, 
Paynter, Peck, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, James Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sa- 
muels, Sergeant, Albert Smith, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Steenrod, Stuart, Sumter, Taliaferro, Fran- 
cis Thomas, Waddy Thompson, John B. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood ; 
Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Weller, John White, T. 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, and Wise—111. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution, 

Mr. FILLMORE observed, it was highly desira- 
ble that there should be a full attendance before the 
vote was taken, ard he hoped the House would 
consent to a call. 

The SPEAKER said that sucha motion could 
beentertained only by general consent, as it wasnot 
permitted by the rules. 

And there being no objection, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that there be a call ot 
the House; which motion was seconded, and a call 
ordered. 

‘Lhe Crsax ealled the roll; when 194 memben 
answered to their names. 

The doors were then closed,and the Clerk direct. 
ed to call the names of the absentecs. 

Mr. MASON moved that all further proceed- 
ings in the call be dispensed with, and on that mc- 
tion 

Mr. ATHERTON demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and being taken were 

YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Alford, Joha 
W. Allen, Andrews, Banks, Baker, Barnard, Bell, 
Blackwell, Boardman, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, 
Sampson H. Butler, Calhoun, John Campbell, 
Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, 
Coles, Connor, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, 
Crary, Crockett, Curtis, Cashing, John W. Davis, 
Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellert, Doan, Doe, Ed- 
wards, Evans, Fillmore, Fisher, Gentry, Goggin, 
Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grin, Grin. 
nell, Habersham, Hall, Henry, Hill of Virginia, 
Hill ef North Carolina, Hoffman, Hubbard, Finat, 
Jenifer, Charles. Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Wil 
liam Cost Johnson, Cave Johnsen, Kempshall, 
King, Lane, Lincoln, Francis Mallory, Marvin, 
Mason, Monroe, Moore, Moryan, Samuel W, 
Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Paynter, 
Peck, Pickens, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Salton stall, 
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Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Albert Smith, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Sumpter, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Trip- 
lett, Trambull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, 
Warren, Watterson, John White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. ‘Williams, Winthrop, and Wise— 
115, 

NAYS—Messts. Atherton, Beatty, Boyd, 
Brewster; Aaron V. Brown, Burke, William O. 
Butler, Bynum, Clifford, W.R.. Cooper, Cross, Dana, 
Thomas Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, 
Dickerson, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Everett, 
Fine, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Goode, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hillen, Hop- 
kins, James, Jameson, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McClure, McCulloch, 
McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Newhard, 
Parrish, Parmenter, Prentiss, Reynelds, Rives, 
James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, (Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip 
F. Thomas, Jacob Th»mpson, Toland, Turney, 
Vanderpoel, Weller, Jared W. Williams, and 
Henry Williams—66. 

So all further proceedings in the call were dis- 
pensed with. 

The resolution was again read; after which 

Mr. TAYLOR of Ohio moved to adjourn, bat 
the motion was negatived by tellers as follows: 
ayes 86, noes 106. 

Mr. WATTERSON moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and 
nays, 

Mr. WISE desired to know whether, in case the 
motion to lay on the table should prevail, the sitting 
member, Mr. Nayior, would not remain in his 
Seat. 

The SPEAKER said that would be the effect of 
the motion, should it prevail. 

Mr. JENIFER wished to know whether, this 
being a privileged question, it could not be again 
called up at any time. 

‘The SPEAKER said it could. 

The motion to lay on the table was then with- 
drawn. 

The question was then taken on 
and decided in the affirmative by 
asifollows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, J. W. Allen, 
Andrews, Banks, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, 
Bend, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, S. H. Butler, W. 
O. Butler, Calhoun, John Campbell, William B. 
Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chinn, 
Chittenden, James Cooper.’ Crabb, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies, John 
W. Davis, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Del- 
let, Doe, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Fisher, Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grin- 
nell, Habersham, Hal, Wm. S. Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, 
Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Jobnston, 
William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lane, 
Lincoln, Francis Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Mon- 
roe, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Morrow, 
Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Randall, 
Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Thomas. Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
Sumter, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, John B. 
Thompson, Tiilmghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, P. J. Wagner, Warren, J. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, J oseph L. 
Williams, Christopher H. Wiliams, Winthrop, 
and Wise—— 116. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Beatty, Blackwell, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Bynum, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Wm. R. Cooper, 
Crary, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Dickerson, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Griffin, Ham- 
mond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, - 
Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Jobn W. Jones, 
Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McClure, McCulloch, McKay, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, 
Sam uel W, Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 


the resolution, 
neas and nays, 


Paynter, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rives, Edw. Rogers, 
James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Swearingen, 
Taylor, Franeis Thomas, Philip F, Thomas, Jacob 
‘Thompson, Turney, Vanperpoel, D. D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Jared W., Williams, and Henry 
Williams—85. i 

So Mr. NAYLOR was declared to have been duly 
elected, and, as such, entiiled to a seat until the 
close of the present Congress. : 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
SATURDAY, January 16, 1841. 

Mr. YOUNG presented two petitions of citizens 
of Illinois and Iowa, praying the establishment of 
certain mail routes; which were referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Arkansas, praying for an appropria- 
tion for the improvement of the Washitta river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. S. algo presented the memorial of the same 
body, praying that inspectors of steamboats may 
be appointed for the rivers of the State of Arkan- 
sas; which was referred tofthe Committee on Com- 
merce. ` 

Mr. FULTON presented the’ memorial of the 
Legislature of Arkansas, asking that lands may be 
appropriated in lieu of those in the neighborhood of 
the salt springs owned by the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, 

Mr. F. also presented a memorial from the same 
bedy, in favor of the passage of a bill ceding the 
public lands to the States in which they lie, on cer- 
tain conditions. The conditions are similar to 
those prescribed by the amendment of Mr.-Car- 
HOUN, now under discussion. The memorial was. 
read, and ordered to be printed. í 

Mr. MOUTON presented the memorial of the 
Red River Railroad Company, praying a remission 
of duties on railroad iron; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN presenied the memorial of 
citizens of Luzerne county, Pa. praying the pas- 
sage ofa general bankrupt law; which, as a bill has 
been reported, was laid on the table, AN 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of ci- 
tizens of Jackson county, Michigan, praying the 
passage of a general bankrupt law; which was laid 
upon the table. f 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of New York, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of a bankrupt law; which was laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. : 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of Isaac 
Garrison; which was referred to the Committee o) 
Claims. i 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief 
of Jesse Carpenter; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill respecting the heirs of Ag- 
nes Dundas; which was read, and ordered to a se~ 
cond reading. Te 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the memorial of M. 
M. Quackenboss, reported a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to make an arrangement 
or eompromise with any of the sureties on bonds 
given to the United States by Samuel Swartwout, 
late collsctor of the customs for the port of New 
York; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Roadsand Canals, to which was referred the bill 
for the relief of the Eagle Railroad and Lumber 
Company, reported the same with an amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads . 
and Canals, to which was referred the bill for the 
continuation of the Cumberland road in the States 
of Ohio, Indiana and illinois, reported the same 
withont amendment. < f 


On motion by Mr. ROANE, the petition and pa-.. 
pers of Gen. Thomas Nelson, now on file, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Ciaims; 
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and the petition and papers of E. B. Sanders were 
permitted to be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary; to which was referred the bill to amend the 
act entitled “An act supplementary to the act enti- 
tled ‘An act to amend the judicial system of the 
United States,’ ” reported the same without amend- 
ment. - 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky submitted the follow- 
ing resolutions, which were considered and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate the plan of 
a permanent change in the tariff, the details and 
general principles of which he states, in his annual 
report of the 7th ultimo, he has considered, and on 
which he is ready to report, at any moment either 
House of Congress might express a wish to that 
effect. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
also directed to report, as soon as practicable, a 
pian of assessing the value of goods, wares, and 
merchandise in the ports of the United States in- 
stead of foreign countries. 

Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the registering and enrolment of 
such foreign ships as shall be sold to American ci- 
tizens under the order or decree of any court of 
the United States, made on process of law, though 
the same may not have been built in the U. Siates. 

Mr. TAPPAN submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration, which lays over: 

Resolved, That the Senate will proceed, on Mon- 
day next, at one o’clock, to elect a Sergeant-at- 
Arms in the place of Stephen Haight, esq. de- 
ceaced. 


SUGAR AND RUM DRAWBACKS, AND TISING 
BOUNTIES AND ALLOWANCES. 


Mr. BENTON rose to submit a resolution in re- 
lation to drawbaeks on exported refined sugar and 
rum, manufactured out of foreign materials, and 
in relation to the fishing bounties and allowances; 
and as it was a subject on which he had heretofore 
moved, and that frequently, without effect, he said 
he felt it to be incumbent upon him to give some 
reasons to the Senate for again venturing to trouble 
them with it. Undismayed by former miscar- 
riages, he would go on with his efforts, whether ste~- 
rile or successful, until the evils were cured, or un- 
til his Senatorial service ceased; and he felt very 
certain of making out a case for legislative inter- 
terence, whether he succeeded in procuring it or 
not. - His resolution embraced three points of 
abuse, and he would take them up singly, in order 
to present his remarks with more distinctness and 
precision. , 

He began with the sugar drawback, He said 
it was now twelve years since our erroneous legis- 
lation began on that point, and he had the fate or 
fortune at that time to point-out the error and to 
predict its consequences. This was in the year 
1828, when the drawback on exported refined su- 
gar, without any increase of duty on the foreign ar- 
ticle out of which it was manufactured, was in- 
creased twenty per cent; that is to say, was raised 
from four cents to five cents a pound, the duty on im- 
ported brown sugar remaining at three cents a 
pound. ‘To this increase he then objected, on the 
ground that it would restore more duty, in the 
shape of drawback, than had been paid on the im- 
ported sugar; that this excess of duty would be a 
naked bounty out of the Treasury of a manufac- 
tured article, and that the consequence would be a 
great increase in the importation of foreign sugar, 
to the prejudice of the heme production, and a 
great increase in the amount of drawback paid, to 
the injury of the Treasury.. These were the objec- 
tions which he made to the act of 1828, and the 
proof of their correctness was quickly forthcoming. 
The increase in the imports of brown sugar neariy 
doubled in five years; it rose from 50,000,000 of 
pounds to 90,000,000. The increase in the draw- 
backs exceeded all calculation: it-rose in three 
years from about $2,000 (to be precise, $2,045) to 
$84,230! Such wes the fruit of the first error 
committed in 1828, 
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The second error was committed seven years 
ago; it was committed in the famous com- 
promise act of 1833. That act provided for a re- 
duction of duties on all. imported articles, to be 
made periodically, and to be brought downin 1842 


to an ad valorem of 20 per centum, but it made no, 


provision for a corresponding reduction of draw- 
backs, when the imported article was exported in 
a manufactured or altered shape. Looking upon 
this defect as an oversight in the framers of the 
bill, he ventured to propose an amendment to re- 
mety the omission, when the bill was before the 
He submitted an amendment; it was 
voted upon by the Senate, and rejected. The com- 
promise bill then went into operation, and gave in- 
creased vigor to the error of 1828. It increased the 
sugar importations in six years from near one 
hundred millions to near two hundred millions of 
pounds; and it increased the drawback from about 
$30,000 to upwards of $600,000. The amount paid 
in 1840 was $611,000; with an indication of inordi- 
nate increase—the amount of $75,000,being already 
drawn by a single refiner (Woolsey) at a single city 
(New York) in the first ten days of the present year. 
As the sugar duty is now reduced 40 per cent. under 
the compromise act, and the drawback was already 
too high by 20 per cent. under the act of 1828, it fol- 
lows that six-tenths of all the drawback on refined 
sugar exported last year, was a naked bounty of 
the Treasury, in flagrant violation of the Constitu- 
tion, to the great enrichment of a few individuals, 

and to the deep injury of the Treasury. Justice to 
the Constitution and the Treasury requires this 
evil to be stopped; it has certainly reached a point 
high enough to arrest the attention of the Legisla- 
ture, and to command a remedy. If it has not, it 
will by next year, when the drawback will become 
nearly aliclear bounty—when near two millions of 
dollars will be required to pay it—when the whole 
sugar revenue of the Union will be iuadequate to 
the payment—and when moneys must be borrowed, 
or raised by other taxes, to meet the demand. 

The nest article he would mention was that of 
the rum drawback. It was small, in comparison 
to the drawback on sugar, but was still an evil de- 
serving of legislative interposition. The error in 
this article began in the compromise act, ani had 
been running on since its passage. The amend- 
ment which he then offered, and which he had re- 
ferred to, was intended to embrace the rum, as well 
as the sugar drawback. It was rejected by the Se- 
nate; and consequently, as the duty on molasses 
went down, and the drawback remained stationery, 
a part of the drawback became clear bounty, and 
stimulated the distiller to earn more of it. The 
drawback on exported rum has, therefore, increased 
ten or twenty fold: it has risen from one or two 
thousand dollars to $22.000. The molasses duty 
being reduced about 40 per centum, it resulted that 
four-tenths of this drawback was a naked bounty 
out of the Treasury; and to that extent was a viola- 
tion of the Constitution, as well asa pecuniary loss. 
Afler 1842, if nothing is done, four-fifths of this 
rum drawback will be naked bounty. 


The third and last article which he took up was 
the fishing bounties and allowances. The erro- 
neous legislation on this point commenced, he said, 
in the year 1830, when the duty on salt was reduced 
one-half (by two annual reductions) end no corre- 
sponding reduction made in the fishing botaties and 
allowances founded upon that duty; and was con- 
tinued by the compromise act which provided for 
further periodical reductions of the salt tax with- 
out any corresponding reduction of the fishing 
bounties and allowances. He had attempted to 
expose this error, and to correct it, on both these 
occasions, but without success. No diminution of 
the fishing bounties and allowances could be ¢ffect- 
ed; consequently, they have beea rising while the 
duty has been going down. The duty on salt has 
sunk about two-thirds, say from 20 cents per 
bushel to about six; the fishing bounties have risen 
about -one-third, that is to say, from about 
$220,000 to about $330,000. Two-thirds of 
this sem cesses to be founded on the salt duty, 
consequently becomes a bounty act of the Treasury; 
and, like the excess in the sugar and rum draw- 
backs, becomes to that extent a gratuity from the 
Treasury, and an infraction of the Constitution. 


For ten years the Treasury has been paying this 
gratuity to the cod fisheries, beginning at aboat 
$100 000 of gratuity, and reaching last year about 
$220,000 of gratuity. ‘This year it<will: be still 
larger; and in 1842, when the compromise: has 
reduced the salt tax to an ad valorem of twenty per. 
cent. the amount paid will bestill increased; and 
nearly the whole will be a naked gratuity; and the 
salt tax not sufficient to pay it. The tax, on our 
average importations of about one million. of dol- 
lars’ worth, will be only $200,000; while the boun- 
ties and allowances, increasing as for some-years 
past (and tbe temptation to increase becomes 
stronger every day) will be about $400,000. 
The spectacle will then be presented of aa 
entire nation taxed in its salt for the sake of 
presenting the amount to few thousand fisher- 
men, and the product of the tax hot being sufficient, 
other taxes must make up the deficiency. f 

He said he had been raising his voice “solitary . 
aad alone” for years past, to wake up the Senate 
and the country to the errors of our legislation in 
relation to the three points to which he now called 
attention—the sugar drawback, the rum drawback, 
and the fishing bounties and allowances. He had 
been raising his voice solitarily to this effect: he had 
been standing almost alone up to the present time: 
but at last other voices had come to his. assistance. 
The collector of the port at New York, (Mr. 
Hoyt,) pours into the Treasury Department a.con- 
tinued succession of letters to show tha alarm» 
ing amounts ‘of the sugar drawbacks, and 
the rapidity of their increase; the Secretary. of 
the Treasury, (Mr. Woodbury,) both in his annnal 
report on the finances, and in a late recommenda- 
tion for the issue of five or six millions of Treasu- 
sury notes, hascalled the attention of Congress both 
to the sugar drawbacks and the fishing bounties 
and allowances; and has earnestly called for some - 
legislative action to protect the Treasury from their 
heavy drains. The drains were indeed heavy, and 
might well make the Secretary begin to ery out. 
They were near a million of dollars last year, will 
probably be near two millions next year, and tbree 
the year after if not arrested. Two-thirds of what 
is now drawn, is unjustly and unconstitutionally 
drawn; as the duties increase this proportion in- 
creaser, andfwill soon be three-fourths or four- 
fifths. ‘Mr. Benton then submitted his resolu- 
tion, as follows: ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing 
the drawbacks on refined sugar and ram, manufac- 
tured out of foreign materials, and exported,in pro- 
portion to the reduction which has taken place, and 
will take place,under existing laws,in the duties on 
imported sugar and molasses; also of reducing the 
fishing bounties and allowances in proportion: to 
the reduction which has taken place, and shall take 
place, under existing Jaws, in the duty on imported 
salt. 

The resolution was considered and agreed to. 

The following bills were considered as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading: 

The bill supplementary to an act entitled “An 
act to encourage the introdvetion, and promote the 
cultivation, of tropical plants,” approved seventh 
July, 1838. 

The bill to confirm the survey and location of 
claims for lands in the State of Mississippi, east of 
the Pearl river, and south of the thirty-first degree 
of norih latitude. ee 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log cabin thereon, being the special order of 
the day, was taken up, the question being on the 
amendment offered by Mr. Catnoun to the motion 
to recommit the bill mane by Mr. CRITTENDEN, 

Mr. SOUTHARD resumed and concluded the re- 
marks commenced yesterday in opposition to Mr. 
CaLyoun’s amendment, and in favor of that of Mr. 
CRITTENDEN. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then rose, and expressed 
his intention of submitting some remarks, but 
yielded to a géneral wish for adjournment, ` 

And the Senate adjourned, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

>- Sapunpay, January 16, 1841. : 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina asked leave 
to offer the following resolution: 

_- Resolved, That Charles J. Ingersoll be paid the 
mileage. and per diem. of a member of Congress up 
to the time that the case of the contested. election 
between'himself and Cuaries Naytor, from the 
Third Congressional District of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, was decided by the House. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved a suspension of the 
rules, and thereupon called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut suggested to the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina the introduction of a 
clause providing for a deduction from the per diem 
allowance and mileage paid last session to Mr. In- 
gersoll for witnesses and taking testimony. If such 
a clause should] be inserted, he, Mr. S. would vote 
for the resolution. 

But the yeas and nays having been ordered, 
were then taken, and resulted—yeas 55, nays 85, 
as follows: 

YEAS—~Messrs. Alford, Atherton, Brewster, 
Briggs, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, John Campbell, 
Carroll, Chinn, Chord; William R. Cooper, Craig, 
Crockett, Dana, John W. Davis, Dawson, Doig, 
Earl, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, Gerry, 
Hammond, Joseph Johnson, Kille, Lowell, Me- 
Clure, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, Montgome- 
ry, Nisbet, Parrish, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Shaw, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swea- 
ringen, Sweney, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Vanderpoel, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, and Worthington—55, 

: NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Banks, Ba- 
ker, Barnard, Blackwell, Boardman, Bond, Botts, 
Breckenridge, Brockway, Calhoun, Carr, Carter, 
Casey, Chittenden, Connor, Cranston, Cushing, 
Edward Davies, Garre:t Davis, Deberry, Dellet, 
Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Garland, 
Gates, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Granger, Green, 
Griffin, Grinnell, Hall, Henry, Hill of N. C. Hop- 
kins, Hubbard, James, Charles Johaston, Cave 
Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lucas, McCarty, Me- 
Clellan, McKay, F. Mallory, Marvin, Mason, 
Morgan, C. Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Peck, Prof- 
fit, Randall, Kariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Samuels, Sergeant, Simonton, John 
Smith, Truman Smith, Thos. Smith, Stuart, Tay- 
lor, Waddy Thompson, John B., Thompson, Tib 
linghast, Toland, Trambull, Turney, Watterson, 
Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, Winthrop, and Wise—85. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked leave to introduce a reso- 
lation calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury 
for information as to what particular appropriations 
that. officer is of opinion may be dispensed with 
during the present year. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. PROFFIT moved a suspension of the rules; 
which motion was negatived. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee of Elections, 
on leave, reported a resolution authorizing the pay- 
ment to Mr. Carlisle, clerk of the committee, an 
extra compensation of $2 per day for the great la- 
bor he was compelled to perform at the last ses- 
sion. 

On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, the reso- 
lution was laid on the table. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back to the House, without amendment, 
Senate bills entitled 

An act for the relief of Charles M. Keller a n 
Henry Stone; and 

An act for the relief of Lieutenant Juhn E. 
Cispham; 

‘which were severally read a first and second time, 
and committed to a Committee of ihe Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. GIDDINGS, the Commitee 
of Claims was discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the petitions of George Fisher, William 
B. Whitehead, James Pennoyer, S. B. Tuck, Dr. F. 
Weedan, Lavina York, George W. Walton, 
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and William Clendening; which reports were or- 
dered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. J.W. WILLIAMS, from the Committee 
of Claims, made an unfavorable report on the ps- 
tition of Dallam and Hamburg; which was ordered 


. to lie upon the table. 


Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back to the House without amend- 
meat, Senate bill entitled “An act to refund to 
Noah Miller and others a part of the proceeds of the 
sale of the British sloop Mary and cargo, which 
were captured by them, and libelled and so!d for 
the benefit of the United States; which bill was 
read a first and second time, and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on the State of the 
Union. 

Mr. WINTHROP, from the same committee, 
reported 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Eldridge; 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the ship Lex- 
ington, of Nantucket; and 

A bill for the relief of the schconer Joseph, of 
Wareham; 
which were severally read a first and second time, 
and committed toa Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill to amend an act to ex- 
tend the limits of the port of New Orleans, passed 
on the 9th day of February, 1837; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole. i 

Mr. H. also made an unfavorable report on 
the memorial of merchants and ship owners of 
Richmond and Petersburg, in the State of Virginia, 
in favor of a marine hospital at City Point; which 
report was ordered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the following resolution, which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the 
annual report of the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office, together with the maps, be printed 
for the use of the House: Provided, The same 
plates can beused, upon which the same mps 
farnished the Senate have been printed, and with- 
vut any additional expense for engraving. 

Mr. CRARY, from the same committee, reported 
a bill to amend an act entitled “An act to antho- 
rize the State of Tennessee to issue grants and 
perfect titles to certain lands therein described, and 
to settle the claims to the vacant and unappro- 
priated lands within the same,” pasved the 18th day 
of April, 1806. 

After some remarks by Messrs. CAVE -JJOHN- 
SON, WISE, MONTGOMERY, and LEWIS 
WILLIAMS, the bill, with certain amendments, 
by general consent, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS, from the Select Com- 
mittee appointed on the 31st December ultimo, to 
which was referred the letter from Jonn C. Rives, 
one of the firm of Brai & Rives, &c. made the 
following report: 

The Select Committee to which was referred 
the letter of John C. Rives, one of the Printers to 
this House, dated the 31st ultimo, and the memo- 
rial of Hugh A. Garland, Clerk to this House, 
dated the 4th instant, both communications refer- 
ring to a controversy between the parties as to the 
powers of the Clerk to control the binding of Con- 
gressional documents and the printing of the spe- 
cial orders of the House, have given to the subject 
that attention which it seemed to demand, and now 
ask leave to report: 

In the first paragraph of Mr. Rives’s letter, com- 
plaint is made that the Clerk had not sent ali the 
piinting ordered by the House to Blair and Rives, 
as Printers to this body. The Clerk, under some 
examples to be found in the practice of this body 
within the last few years, felt anthorized to con- 
tract with others than the Printers elect to this 
House, for such items of printing as were ordered 
by the special act of this body. Under this prac- 
tice the Clerk felt himself at liberty to give to Mr. 
Langtree the printing of an index to the reports 
and documents ordered to be prepared.in the year 
1837, but which was not ready for the press until 
the last season. tis fo the printing of this docu- 
ment that Mr. Rives refers in the first part of 


his letter. The committee have examined, for both, 
the law and the precedents to justify this transfer of 
printing to others than the public Printers; and af- 
ter proper investigation, are compelled to the con- 
clusion.that all the printing to be exeeuted by the 
order of the House, of right belongs to the Printers 
elected by it; and that no special order of the House 
to the Clerk to have executed a particular item: of 
printing, can in any manner vitiate the claim of the 
public Printer to execute such work. For example, 
if, by the contract between this House and the 
public Printers, the House has the right to de 
mand the execution of such work of its: Prin- 
ters, they (the Printers) are in return entitled 
to receive it, if they desire it: and that such obliga. 
tion does rest upon the Printers, is manifest from 
the fact that the condition of their bond (given for 
the faithful performance of their duty) expressly 
declares that “if they shall well and faithfully exe- 
cute all the printing, &c.”—which shows conclu: 
sively their obligation to perform all such service 
and also shows, in the estimation of the committee 
the right to receive all the printing ordered by thi 
House. The committee, however, beg leav; 
to state, that as the printing of the index ree 
ferredto, isina state of forwardness at the office- 
of Mr. Langtree, it should remain to be completed 
by him, according to the terms of the contract made | 
by the Clerk with Mr. L. for the execution of that 
work, The committee have made this suggestion 
without compromitting the principle which’ they 
have laid down, as to the claim of the public Printer 
to do all the printing, because the committee are 
not advised thet ever that dceument has been or- 
dered to be printed. DEN 

Upon the subject of binding the committee have 
searched in vain for any legal provision in relation 
to the matter. Until within the last twelve or four- 
teen years, little or no binding had been ordered by, 
or was executed for, Congress; and during that pe- 
riod it has always been executed either directly or 
indirectly by the Printers to the House, as appears 
both by testimony given to the committee, and 
the archives of. the Clerk’s office. 

Your committee do not assume the position that 
binding constitutes any part of the business‘of -a 
printer, or that itis even germain: to that avoca- 
tion; in fact, it is in evidence before us, that print- 
ing and binding are distinct. and separate branches 
of business; and usual pursued as such. Notwith- 
Standing, your committee are of opinion the prac- 
tice which has obtained for the last twelve years 
should be adhered to, until Congressional legisla- 
tion shall specifically assign this duty to some ex- 
ecutive officer of the House, or provide for its ex- 
ecution in such mode or manner as may be 
thought most expedient. In order to show that the 
binding has been considered as a perquisite to the 
public printing, it is only necessary to refer to: the 
reports made at the last séssion of Congress by a 
select committee, and the debate connected with 
them. 

The following conclusions are submitted as th 
result of the deliberations of the committee: `` * 

First. That there is nothing in the character of 
the controversy, or the evidence submitted, to im- 
ply censure upon either of the parties, but seems to 
have been the result of a misapprehension of- ‘the 
legitimate sphere of their respective duties. 

Second. That, by existing laws, all the printing 
ordered by the House should be executed by the 
public Printer. 

Third. That, in accordance with the usage of 
the Jast twelve years, in the absence of any legal 
provisionz, the binding of such documents as 
he may print should be executed by the public 
Printer as an incident to the printing. 

The committee ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

Respectfully submitted. 
JNO. W. DAVIS, Chairman. 

The report was laid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed. ae 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
following communications, viz: . 

1. From the First Coraptroiler of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in compliance with.the. provisions ‘of 


‘the act of Congress, passec the 3d March; 1809, 


Furst. A statement of sach officers as have not 
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rendered their accounts within the year, or have 
balances unaccounted for, advanced one year prior 
to the 30th September, 1840. Second. A statement 
of accounts in his office which have remained un- 
settled, cr on which balances appear to have been 
due more than three years prior to the 30th Sep- 
tember, 1840. Third. An abstract of money ad- 
vanced prior to the 3d of March, 1809, on the 
books of the late Accountant of the War Depart- 
ment, and which remained to be accounied for on 
the books of his office on the 30th of September, 
1840. 

2, From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report in answer to a resolution of the 
House of the 16th of December ultimo, as to what 
subordinate custom-house officers have been dis- 
pensed with within the period of two years last 
past, and what had been the rate of compensation 
previously paid to such officers for their services, 
and also relative to the erection of custem-houses 
in New York and Boston.. 

3. From the First Comptroller of the Treasury, 
transmitting a stalement of balances on the bocks 
of the Register of the Treasury which have remain- 
ed unsettled for three years prior to the 30th Sep- 
tember, 1840, made in obedience to the act passed 
3d March, 1817. . 

4. From the Secretary of War, transmitting, in 
compliance with the fifth section of the act of the 
3d of March, 1809, a report of the Third Auditor, 
showing the expenditure of the appropriation for 
the contingent expenses of the military establish- 
ment during the year 1840. 

5. From the Secretary of the Navy, transmi!- 
ting, in compliance with the ninth section of the 
act of 20th April, 1818, a statement showing the 
names of the clerks employed during the year 1840 
in the offices of the Secretary of the Navy and the 
Navy Commissioners respectively, the time cach 
chi was actually employed, and the sum paid to 
each. 

The above communications were severally laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The Senate bill entitled, “An act supplementary 
to the act entitled, An act for the discontinuance of 
the office of surveyor general in the several dis- 
tricts, so soon as the surveys therein can be com- 
pleted, for abolishing land offices under certain cir- 
cumstances, and for other purposes,” approved June 
12, 1840, was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the private bills on the ca- 
lendar. 

After some time spent therein, the following 
bills now reported, with an amendment, striking 
out the enacting clause. 

A bill for the relief of Nothaniel Goddard and 
others. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
səntatives of Don Carlos de Villemont. 

A bill for the relief of Jeremiah Smith. 

Also, the following bills, without amendment: 

A bill toincorporate the Washington City Bene- 
volent, Society. 

A bill for the relief of Sarah H. B. Stith and 
children, 

A bill for the relief of W. B. Winston. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones and others. 

A bill for the relief of Thompson Hutchinson. 

. A bill for the relief of Esther Parrott. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Job Halsey. 

Without coming to any decision thereon, 

The following bills, reported without amend- 
ment, were then taken up by the Fouse, and order- 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading: 

A bill for the relief of W. B. Winston. 

A bill for the relief Elizabeth Jones and others. 

A bill for the relief Thompson [Hutchison. 

A bill for the relief of Esther Parrot. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of Don Carlos de Villemont was next 
taken up, and the amendment of the commitiee, 
striking out the enacting clause, concurred m. 

The guestion then beirg on agieeing with the 
amendment of the committfee, striking out the 

_ enacting clause of the bill for- the relief of Natha- 
niel Goddard and others,the yess and nays were or- 
dered, when the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monnay, January 18, 1841. 


The PRESIDENT submitted a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, communicating 
a report from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, in reply to a resolution submitted some 
time since by Mr. Cray of Kentucky, in relation to 
the sales of the public lands, which have been for 
several designated periods of time liable to sale at 
public entry; which waslaid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY subsequently moved that one thou- 
sand additional copies should be printed; which, 
after some remarks by Messrs. WALKER, KING, 
and CLAY of Kentucky, was agreed to. 

AMERICAN WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 

The PRESIDENT also submitted-a report from 
the Secretary of the Navy in reply to a resolution 
submitted by Mr. Bewron, some days since, in re- 
lation to the use of American water-rotted hemp 
in the navy of the United States. 

Mr. BENTON moved that the report be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on NavalA ffairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN expressed his gratification 
that the Senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton) had 
intreduced this subject to the attention of the Se- 
nate and the country. Fle himself, a number of 
years ago, had procured some hemp to be water- 
rotted in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, the 
place of his residence, and to be sent to the navy 
yard in Philadelphia. After trial, it was found to 
be fully equal, if not superior, to the best Russian 
hemp. The process of water-rotting had, however, 
been abandoned, in that county, in consequence 
chiefly of an impression that it was unhealthy. 

Mr. Myerle had written him several letters on 
this important subject. That gentleman, with a 
perseverance and energy whieh deserved all praise, 
had introduced extensively in Kentucky the process 
of water-rotting. He bad conquered the prejudi- 
ces which heretofore existed against it, and 
had, as he states, demonstrated that it was 
not unhealthy. This wasa most expensive ope- 
ration, in which he had risked his all; and he had 
thus rendered great service to his country. Why 
should we be dependent upon foreign nations for 
the article of water-rotted hemp, which is essential 
both to our navy, and to our merchant service? Mr. 
Myerle had demonstrated that our countrymen 
could supply this article in abundance. He had 
sent Mr. B. a specimen of his hemp, which had 
been submitted to those who were judges of the 
article, and had been pronounced equal to the best 
Russia hemp. 

After Mr. Myerle had embarked his all in this 
business, it would be highly unjust to deprive him 
of the benefit of his exertions. The Navy De- 
partment, according to the existing laws, would be 
bound to grant the contract for American water rot- 
ted hemp to the lowest bidder, It might thus happen, 
and Mr. Myerle was apprehensive it would happen, 
that sorae individual, taking advantage of the know- 
ledge acquired by his toils and exertions, might un- 
derbid him a trifling amount, and thus impose 
upon him ali the labor and expense of introducing 
the process of water-rotting hemp, whilst all the 
advantages would result to another. He thought it 
was no more than strict justice that the Department 
should be authorized to contract with Mr. Myerle 
for a reasonable quantity of hemp at a fair price, 
without advertising for other bidders. . 

He was glad that the Senator from Misscuri had 
moved in this business, asit could not be under bet- 
ter auspices. 

The motion to printand refer was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial of citizens 
of New York, remonstrating against the passage of 
any bankrupt law which does not contain a provi- 
sion including banks; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Perrysburg, Ohio, in favor of the passage 
of ageneral bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial of 
citizens of Connectieut, praying the passage of a 
general bankrapt law; which was laid on the ta~- 
ble. 


Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee. on Com- 
merce, to which was referred. the memorials. of. the 
branch pilots of New York and New Orleans; fe» 
ported a bill to repeal an act concerning ‘pilots; ap- 
proved March 2, 1837; which was read, and order-.. 
ed to a second reading. . f TEE 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Joint Commilttee.on the 
Library, reported a joint resolution for the relief of 
Langtree and O'Sullivan; which was read, andor- 
dered to a second reading. Y 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commeree, 
to which was referred the petitions of Caleb Eddy 
and George W.Jcnes, made unfavorable reports 
thereon. After some remarks from Mr. KNIGHT 
and Mr. KING, the report was laid on the table. 

Mc. WHITE gave notice that. to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for 
satisfying outsianding claims to military bounty 
land warrants. 

Mr. PIERCE gave notice that to-morrow. he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill relating to judi- 
cial courts for the district of New Hampshire. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the memorial: of 
numerous shipmasters and others in the port of 
New Orleans, praying a slight modification of the 
laws relating to pilots, passed March 2, 1837; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered: to..-be 
prinied. : 

The resolution submitted on Saturday last.. by 
Mr. Tarran to go into an election of Sergeant-at- 
Arms, was, on Mr. T’s motion, laid on the table... 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was considered.and agreed to? 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
furnish the Senate with a statement, showing in 
tabular form the lands, the titles for which were 
closed under the relief laws of 3lst March, 1830, 
and 25th February, 1831, giving the numbers of 
acres in each district which were sold at and under 
$5 per acre; from $5 to $10 per acre; from $10 to 
$15; from $15 to $20; from $20 to $30; from $30 
to $40; from $40 to $50; from $50 to 60; from $60 
to $70; from $70 to $80; from $80 to $90; from $90 
to $100; and $100 and upwards per acre; the 
amounts paid onsuch sales respectively and for- 
feited; the rates at which such sales were closed per 
acre; also, the gross amount of lands patented. un- 
der each of these two laws in each district} the 
amounts in gross for whic. they were originally 
sold, the gross amounts paid on them and forfeited; 
and the gross amounts finally received for them. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill supplementary to an act entitled “An 
act to encourage the introduction, and promote the 
cnllivation, of tropical plants,” approved seventh 
July, 1838; and 

The bll to confirm the survey and location of 
claims for lands in the State of Mississippi, east of 
the Pearl river, and south of the thirty-first degrees 
of north latitude; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief Gregoire Sarpy, or his 
legal representatives, was considered as in commit+ 
tee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill making certain appropriations for the 
Patent Office was taken up,and after being ex- 
plained by Mr. STURGEON, . 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to strike out an appro- 
priation for collecting agricultural statistics, which 
he advocated at some length. The motion was op- 
posed by Mr. STURGEON, Mr, WALKER, and 
Mr. PRENTISS; and, it being one o’clock, on mo- 
tion by Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, the further 
consideration of the bill was postponed : until to~ 
morrow. a 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PREEMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor ofsettlers on the pub- 
lic lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log-cabin, thereon, being the special 
order of the day, was taken up, the question being 
op the amendment offered by Mr. Catuoun to the 
motion to recommit the bill made by Mr. CRITTEN= 
DEN. z 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama addressed the Senate at 
much length in favor of the original bill and the 
amendment of Mr. Catnoun, and in opposition to 
the substitute proposed by Mr. CRITTENDEN: 
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On motion by Mr. WHITE, who intimated his 
intention ‘of speaking on the subject, the bill was 
informally passed over; and 

On motion. by Mr. SEVIER, ~ 
™: The Senate went into Executive session. 

E And then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, January 18, 1841. 

Mr. CHINN, on leave, in pursuance of notice 
heretofore given, introduced two bills, viz: 

A. bill to revive an act entitled “An act to autho- 
rive the inhabitants of the State of Louisiana to en- 
ter the back lands;” and . . 

A bill to unite the southeastern land district, and 
that of the district west. of Pearl river, and east 
of the Island of New Orleans; and to form a new 
district thereof, and for other purposes; ; 
which were severally read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The special order of the day being the conside- 
ration of the ys 


eS 
` TREASURY NOTE BILL, 4 ¥ 
On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the ouse te 
solved itself into a Commiitee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Apams ia the chair,) and 
took up said bill; which was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
is hereby authorized to cause Treasury notes to be 
issued for such sum or sums as the exigencies of 
the Government may require, tut not exceeding 
the sum of five millions of dollars of this emission 
outstanding at any one time—to be reimbursed in 
the last quarter of the year, if the condition of the 
Treasury will permit jt—and to be issued under 
the limitations and other provisions contained in 
the act entitled “An act to authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day of Oc- 
tober, 1837, and as mcdified by an act entitled 
“An act additional to the act on the subject of Trea- 
sury notes,” approved the 31st day of March, 1840, 
except that tbis law shall expire in one year from 
and after its passage. 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, said: 

I propose, Mr. Chairman, very briefly, to assign 
to the committee the reasons which appear to me 
to render the passage of this bill necessary and 
proper; and if itshall appear that the means asked 
are really required to enable the Government punc- 
tually to meet its numerous pecuniary obligations, 
and to maintain, unbroken, its faith, it would ap- 
pear to me, that no other reason need be assigned 
to entitle it to the favorable consideration of the 
committee. And, however we may differ among 
ourselves as to the mode in which relief should be 
furnished, it is, I am sure, an object which is very 
near the heart of every representative of the people, 
to save the Government of his own choice from the 
degradation into which it must necessarily sink, 
should that relief, which is really necessary, be 
withheld. 

A careful examination of the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury upon the state of the finances, 
submitted to Congress at the commencement of its 
present session, must, I think, satisfy every one, that 
this measure is not rendered necessary, and conie~ 
quently is not intended to provide for any perma- 
nent deficiency which is expected to exist in the re- 
venue of the Government at the close of the year, 
for if he be right in his estimates of receipts for the 
year, and the appropriations be kept within the es- 
limates submitted, the receipts for 1841 will be suf- 
ficient to discharge as well all ordinary expenditures, 
as those parts of the outstanding debt, funded cr un- 
funded, which may become due. But it is intend- 
ed'so to use the credit of the Government as to an- 
ticipate, and that for a short time only, the revenue 
of the Government; for it must be obvious, that 
thrown, as the receipts and expenditures are, most 
unequally, upon different periods of the year, 
while the receipts for the whole year may be amply 
sufficient, they may not, and probably will not, be 
realized in time to meet the liabilities as they are 
expected to arise. It is not common that the Go- 
vernment realizes its heaviest receipis until the 
third quarter of the year; produced priacipally by 


the fall importations of woolens, on which cash 
duties are paid, which are immediately available. 

The revenue for the first quarter of the year, ex- 
clusive of the balance in the Treasury on the first 
day of January, 1841, is estimated at $3,500,000. 
The liabilities of the Government during the same 
period are estimated at $5,430,000, as will more 
fully appear by reference to the following state- 
ment of receipts and expenditures for the first quar- 
ter of 1841, zog 


A. 
Estimates for the first quarter of 1841, ending March 3ist. 
1. RECEIPTS. 

From duties, considering the large drawbacks and refunding 
under new judicial decisions, unless the law is speedily 
amended, not over - - - - - $3,000,000 

From sales of lands, unless the banks resume specie 


payments immediately, not over - - - 450,000 
From miscellaneous sources, and from indebted 
banks, if further time isgiven to those in Natchez, 
andthe United States Bank pays its balance, as ex- 
pected, to a special object, and not for general pur- 
poses, about - - - ` - . 50,000 
$3,500,000 
2. EXPENDITURES. 
Ordinary ones, including pensions, session of Con- 
gress, and usual number of privateacts - - $4,500,000 
District cebt to Holland, principal first instalment 
and interest - : : - - - 80,000 
Fishing bounties, either out of the Treasury, or re- 
served from theaccruingrevenue - ` - 300,000 
Most of the expenses for taking the census - - 550,000 
$5,430,000 


So that if an available balance be kept in the 
Treasury, and the receipts for the first quarter of 
the year be realized, they will not be sufficient to 
meet the expenditures by one million nine hundred 
and thirty thousand dollars; aud when you shall 
have applied the whole of the estimated balance in 
the Treasury on the first dav of January, eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, if it were all available, and 
could ke so applied, there would still be a defi- 
ciency of three hundred and twenty-nine thousand 
one hundred and forty-five doliars. But it is not 
all available, and cannot, therefore, be so applied. 
I say it is not all available, because one hundred 
and eighty thousand dollars due from the bank at 
Natchez, and included in the estimated balance, has 
not, as was expected, been paid; snd not more than 
five or six hundred thousand dollars of the balance 
is in the eastern portion of the Union, where it 
could be made available in time to mest the heavy 
demands which have been already adverted to, and 
where three-fourths of the expenditures are re- 
quired. The balance is in the land offices to the 
West, in the mints, and other smaller depositories, 
some Seventy or eighty in number, scattered over 
the whole country. I might also add that the con- 
Struction given to the tariff laws by the courts of 
the United States, which almost daily cause heavy 
amounts of duties to be refunded, and the draw- 
backs on refined sugars, and other articles, have 
contributed in no small degree to lessen the receipts 
from duties on foreign importations. But as no je- 
gislation could correct the mischief in time to afford 
fron relief, the committee have reported this 

ill. 

I have, Mr. Chairman, as I promised, very 
briefly presented to you a statement of the estima- 
ted liabilities of the Treasury for the first quarter of 
the year, with its means for meeting those liabilities, 
from whieh I think it must manifestly appear that 
temporary provision at any rate is required at the 
hands of Congress. I have also pointed the committee 
to some of the causes which produce that deficiency. 
I am aware, sir, that it may be argued, that this 
this deficiency is not temporary merely, but per- 
manent; and sonsc quently thet provision should be 
made not for a tempotary, but for a permanent 
deficiency in the Treasury. If such an assump- 
tion be well fouaded, the conglusion I admit would 
follow. Butis the position, that the deficiency is 
permanent, a sound one? And in deciding the 
question, we should look to the most authentic 
sources of information within our reach. Now, sir, 
to whom should?Congress and the country look for 
information upon this important subjeci? Why, 
it would seem to me, to that officer whose station 
opens to him every avenue of information; and 
Whose duty charges him with the general super- 
intendence and management of the financial af- 


fairs of the country—the Secretary of the Treasu- 


ry. Hence itis, that he is required to submit es- 
timates both of the revenue and expenditures of 
the Government. He has hitherto been looked to, 
and properly I think, to furnish Congress informa- 
tion upon all subjects relating to the finances. 
This duty he has performed at the commencement 
of the present session of Congress. I beg leave to 
refer to his annual report. (Document Number 
three, page seven)—he says: neat 


“It may be stated, from the best data in possession of this 
Department, that the receipts, under the existing laws, will pre- 
bably be as follows: : 

From customs, - 4 - ` $19,000,000 

From lands, - 500; 

From miscellaneous, - . - e 80, 

Add the expected balance in the Treagnry availa- 
ble on the 1st January next, . - - 1,580,855 


The aggregate of ordinary means for the next 
year would then be, - - - -o 

There will be nothing more, either of principel 
or interest, due from banks, which is likely to be 
made available, except about . e 

A power will exist, under the act of 3ist March, 
1840, to issue Treasury notes till a year from its 
passage expires, but notto make the whole emis- 
sion outstanding atany one time exceed five mil- 
lions of dollars. 

This will furnish additional means, equal to the 
computed amount which can be issued at the close 
of the present year, being about ` - - 


$24,160,858 


220,000. 


342,618 
Hence, there may be added from these’ several 
sources so much asto make the whole means for the - 
next year : - - À + + 24,723,473 
On the other hand, the expenditures for 1841, for 
ordinary purposes, if Congress make no reduction 
in the appropriations requested by the. different De- 


partments, are estimated at 19,250,000 


This would leave a balance in the Treasury at z 
the close ofthe year equal to oy - 5,473,473 


But certain payments must also be made on. ac- 
count of the funded and unfunded debt, unless Con- 
gress authorize contracts to be formed for extending ` 
the time of their payment. 'Thus there will be re- 
quired: 

On account of the funded debt, chiefiy for the ci- 
ties ofthis District - - + . 

For the redemption of Treasury notes, if all the 
others be issued, which can be under the present 
law, as then the amount returned within A. D, 1841, 
will probably not exceed ` . - ‘ 


149,200 


4,500,000 


$4,649,200 


Estimated balance in the Treasury at- the close of 
the next year, after all payments whatever + $824,273 


I think, sir, that I must have succeeded in de- 
monstrating, from data which is authentic, and the 
best within my reach: i 

ist. That the resources of the Government for 
the year are not only sufficient to meet its liabilities 
for the year, including the redemption of $4,500,000 
of Treasury notes now outstanding, and the pay- 
ment of that portion of the public debt, funded and 
unfunded, which will fall due; but that thére will 
be a balance in the Treasury at the end of ihe year, 
of $824,273. 

2d. That such are the inequalities between the 
receipts and expenditures as to. render temporary 
relief necessary in the first quarter of the year; and 
itis to guard the Treasury against these inequali- 
ties and fluctuations between the receipts and ex- 
penditures, that the present measure has been in~ 
troduced. . 

That some measure calculated to obviate the dif- 
ficulties arising from these causes was to have been 
expected, appears to me almost too obvious to re- 
quire comment. I will refer the committee to 
pages 2, 10, and 11 of the Secretary’s report; and I 
do this as an act of justice to a faithful publie of- 
ficer. The Secretary says: 


“Previous to the close of the year, should Congress pass any 
new appropriations which may be immediately expended, an ad- 
ditional charge to that extent Will thus be imposed on 1840; and 
if amounting to any considerable sum, it might prudently beac- 
companied by some provision of new means sufficient for its 
payment.” 

Again he says: 

“It will be observed, however, that though, under either of 
these arrangements, euough might be obtained, within the whole 
of 1841, for the objects contemplated, yet not a due or sufficient 
proportion in the first quarter; because by that time all the mea- 
sures are not likely to go into full operation, nor much of the an- 
ticipated increase to happen in the actual receipts of duties un- 
der existing laws. Unusually heavy expenses will also fall on 
that quarter in the next year. In addition to a full portion 
of most of the current” ex enses, and the whole. pension 
payments for the first half of the year, and one-third ef a mil- 
lion or more for all the annual fishing bounties, there: will. be 
imposed on it most of the charges for the whole year connected 
with the session of Congress and private bills, as well as large 
payments for taking the census, and for the first instalment of 
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the debt of this District; several of them as early even as the 
first day of January. 

“From these circumstances, and the considerations that all 
which is due from the banks may not be then paid, and that the 
balance in the Treasury, under the policy adopted by Congress 
of late years, will of necessity be small, while the fluctuations 
and inequalities are very great between the receipts and exper- 
ditures.in different portions of the year, to which we are con- 
stantly exposed from causes that have on former occasions 
been ‘explained at length, it must be obvious that entire safety 
requires a conditional power to be seasonably conferred on the 
Executive to obtain at any time within 1841 such subsidiary 
means as inay be needed for a few months, and as may be sufii- 
cient to enable the Treasury punctually to discharge, during 
that year, all the liabilities imposed by Congress.” 

I am aware, sir, that we may be told the esti- 
mates are not to be relied upon; that those of the 
last year greatly exceeded the revenue of the year; 
but still they are mere estimates, based upon data 
which has hitherto furnished the rule that has go- 
verned the course both of the Secretary ard of Con- 
gress; and from which I am not disposed to depart, 
unless I shall be satisfied that they are founded in 
error. And fortunate indeed will he be who will 
be enabled to make a tolerably near approach to 
exaciness in these times of derangement in the mo- 
netary affairs of the country, when embarrassment 
seems to bave spread almost over the whole land, 
and when revulsion succeeds revulsion in such ra- 
pid succession. 

It is known to every gentleman, that the foreign 
commerce of the country constitutes the chief basis 
of the revenue of the General Government; and, 
with a knowledge of this fact, who can be at a loss 
for an explanation of the extraordinary diminution 
which has occurred in the revenue from customs 
during the last year? Who could have anticipated 
a falling off in the imports of more than fifty-seven 
millions of dollars?—the imports in 1839 (if I am 
right in my recollection) rising to more than 
$160,000,000, and sinking in 1840 to less than 
$105,000,000. We also know that the principal 
sources of our present revenue are sensibly affect- 
ed by fluctuations, not only in commercial prospe- 
rity, but in the crops and in the banking policy and 
credit systems, both of our own country and of 
foreign nations; and the influence of these causes 
seems to become yearly more changeable and un- 
cerlain in its extent. Let those gentlemen who 
rely upon this ground of objection turn their atten- 
tion to the year 1816—a time of profound peace— 
when there was a falling off in the regular receipts 
from duties from nine millions of dollars, in one 
quarter, to only three in the next; and in the sales 
of the public lands, trom twenty-four millions of 
dollars, in 1836, or an amount over half of all re- 
ceived in the previous foriy years, to Jess than 
three millions in 1838. In Michigan, alone, the 
sale of the public lands, in 1836, exceeded five mil- 
lions of dollars. ‘They fell in 1838- to $154,284; 
and in Mississippi, where, in 1835 and 1836, they 
exceeded three millions each year, they fell in 1838 
to only $96,636. These extraordinary fluctuations 
result, in part, from the vacillating character of 
the sources from which our revenue is derived. 
But most of them are evils inseparable from the 
periodical contractions and expansions incident to 
the present defective system of banking, in a coun- 
try so full of enterprise as ours, with such freedom 
in pursuits, such facilities of intercourse, and such 
strong temptations to rash speculation. I refer to 
these facts for the purpose of showing how difficult 
itis for any man, with even the best means of in- 
formation before him, to arrive at any thing like 
exactness, under the circumstances in which the 
country is placed. 

But, sir, I will not anticipate objections. If the 
estimates are to be regarded, it appears to me, that 
with a sufficiency of accruing revenue during the 
year to meet the current expenses of the year, there 
will certainly be a deficiency to meet them during 
the firet quarter, and possibly for a longer period; 
certainly for a longer period, unless timely provi- 
sion be made by Congress; aad the question arises, 
as to what is tbe best mode of farnishing the relief 
required. I know, sir, that much diversity of opi» 
niongexists among the members of this Flouse on 
this subject. I know that ithas been soon all previous 
occasions, when similar measures have been intro- 
duced.. The friends of the measure, regarding the 
deficiency in the Treasury as merely temporary, 
propose to anticipate for a short time only, the re- 
venue of the Government, which cannot be received 


in time to mee! its liabilities as they may arise. 
Gentlemen standing opposed tous, regarding the 
deficiency not as temporary, but permanent, will in 
all probability propose on this occasion, what has 
been before proposed in similar cases—to make per- 
manent provision for it by contracting a loan; and 
thus, in ail probability, lay the foundation for a per- 
manent national debt: I need scarce say to you, 
sir, that Iam opposed to a permanent national debt, 
unless demanded by circumstances of overruling 
necessity. Whether the deficiency now to be pro- 
vided for, be temporary or permanent, must be 
judged of by us from the best information within 
our reach; that a deficiency exists has, I think, 
been clearly shown. by the documents referred to; 
and that it is temporary merely, we have the autho- 
rity of the Secretary of the Treasury, whose report 
points us distinctly to the means deemed by him 
sufficient to meet all the charges upon the Treasury 
during the year; and in this view of the question 
we are called upon to determine whether it would 
be best to issue Treasury notes or negotiate a loan; 
the one mode will afford prompt and speedy relief, 
the other may not; one is certain, the other uncer- 
tain; the one is within our grasp, the other beyond 
our control. 

But it has been shown, that in whatever form 
the relief asked for may be furnished, such is the 
condition of the Treasury as to require that it 
should be speedily provided; such are the pressing 
demands upon it at this time, and so large the 
amount to be provided by the 4th of March, when 
more than $1,000,000 for pensions will be payable, 
that if there was a certainty of procuring the 
amount by a loan, the delay to which the officer 
charged with the subject would be subjected in 
giving notice, advertising, receiving sealed propo- 
sals, and negotiating the lean, would, in all probabi- 
lity, postpone it 10 a period too remote to meet the 
exigency against which it is inteaded to guard. In 
the face of these difficulties, itdoes appear to me 
both wise and politic, to adopt the measure pro- 
posed, which has hitherto proved effectual to furnish 
in the most convenient form, and in the speediest 
possible manner, the contemplated relief. 

But is it certain that a loan could be negotiated 
atall? To my mind it appears exceedingly doubt- 
ful. Now, sir, let it be borne in mind, that frem 
the most authentic data, the deficiency to be pro- 
vided for, is temporary merely, and not permanent: 
it is expected to be reimbursed at the close of the 
present year; andif this be so, there certainly can 
exist no sufficient reason why we should borrow 
for a longer period, since it would impose upon the 
Government the obligation of paying interest upon 
a debt, which its wants would not require. The 
question then recurs, could you be likely to nego- 
tiale a loan for so short a period? The capi- 
talist, I presume, in making his investments 
of money, would look first to the secnrity of 
the investment itself; and, secondly, to the time 
for which itis to continne—and hence that an in- 
vesiment in Government securities extending 
through a series of years, would perhaps be more 
desirable than any other; but the fact, that it 
would be redeemed within a year, would strip 
from it all its attractions, since the capitalist to 
whom the Government would look to take the 
loan, would, in all probability, have to sell out 
his stock in the funds, or draw in, his money se- 
cured by trust deeds and mortgages: forI presume 
that no judicious capitalist would ever keep a very 
large amount of money locked up idle in his desk, 
when it could be judiciously invested. And what 
prudent man would be willing to change these se- 
curities for such a contingency as this? It were 
idle to expect it. 

Again, can you certainly rely upon procurisg 
the amount required, by a loan, upon reasonable 
terms, at a time when the people are in debt, 
the States of this Union in debt, acd nations are in 
debt? 

The next resort would be to the banks. Should 
ed to procure it from thatquarter. Remember we 
may possibly want $5,000,000, and that in specie, 
or its equivalent, convertible paper, if there be 
any such thing. Why, sir, we know that the 
banks are now, as they have been for nearly three 


years, unable to redeem their own notes in specie, | 


And although the time is at hand, when by the enact- 
ments of the Legislatures of States, they are ree 
quired to resume specie payments, the sirong:pro=: 
bability is, that they will either not resume,, or if 
they do, tha! it will be followed very. quickly by: 
another suspension. At any rate it would, in the. 
present crippled condition ef the banks, be a very. 
unsafe reliance. sp Ache Stns 

Bat pass this bill and it opperates directly to-re-’ 
lieve the banks. It will furnish, in the form of 
Treasury notes, to the extent of the issue under it, 
a substitute for specie. These notes will soon find 
their way to our Atlantic cities, and be received at 
the custom-houses in payment of duties. They 
will also find their way to the West, and go into 
the land offices in payment for the public lands; and 
so far from operating injuriously to the banks, 
the effect will beto sustain and relieve ihem. 

In the remarks which I have now. submitted, I 
have endeavored to present the subject before: the: 
committee, in a financial view alone, apart from 
those exciting political topics so often introduced 
into the debates in this House. 

The means provided by the bill now under con- 
sideration are considered amply sufficient to enable 
the Government to meet punctually all its liabilities. 
durivg the year; and I have only farther to express 
the hope that those into whose hands the admini- 
stration of the Government must shortly pass, may. 
be enabled so to direct the ship of State as to pre- 
serve, in their purity, our. Republican institutions, 
advance the prosperity of our common .country,: 
and promote the happiness of its citizeas. p 

Mr. BARNARD then took the floor in opposi« 
tion to the b:ll. He submitted the following amend- 
ment; but on a question arising as to its being in: 
order, it was, for the present, withdrawn. 

Resolxed, That the Commitiee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union be discharged from the fur-: 
ther consideration of the bill in relation to Trea- 
sury notes, and that the subject of making provi- 
sion for the wants of the Treasury be referred back 
to the Committee of the Ways and Means with in- 
structions— : 

1. To bring in a bill authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to borrow ten millions of dollars: . 
on the credit of the Government, and to issue bonds 
or scrip therefor. tn EEY 

2. To bring in a bill imposing additional: reve- 
nue on wines, silks, linens, spices, and other arti-.. 
cies, being luxuries, imported into the United States, 
but in such manner as not to conflict with the 
principles, policy, and spirit of the act of 2d March, 
1833, commonly called the “compromise act.” 

Without concluding, Mr. B. gave way to a mo- 
tion that the committee risc; which motion pre- 
vailed, 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, Jarfuary 19, 1841. 

Mr. BAYARD appeared, was qualified, and took 
his seat in the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a re- 
port from the Secretary of the Treasury in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate in relation to . 
the land granted to the Siate of Indiana for the 
Wabash and Erie Canal; which was laid on-the 


table. 
REVISION OF THE TARIFF. 

The PRESIDENT also submitted the following 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury in part re- 
ply to a resolution of the Senate of the 16th inst? 

Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
January 18, 1841. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the- following 
report, in compliance with the first branch of a re- 
solution, which passed the Senate on the 16th inst. 
in these worde: i i 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to communicate to the Senate, the plan 
of a permanent change in the tariff, the details and 
general prineip'es of which, he states in his an- 
nual report of the 7ih ultimo, he has considered, 
and on which he is ready to report at any moment 
either House of Congress might express a wish t 
that effect.” EE 

Foreseeing in my annual repori of December, 
1839, that the subject of a revision of the present 
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tarif. might be safely postponed, I then stated, that 
it: was not my intention to examine it at that time, 
being “a topic involving considerations of so difi- 
cult and agitating a character.” But as some of 
the: Committee on Manufactures afterwards ex- 
pressed a wish fora plan of such a revision to be 
prepared by the session of 1840 and 1841, and as 
the large reduction which isto take place in the du- 
ties at the close of this year, and of June 1842, 
appeared in the view of many to render sucha re- 
vision imperative, as a fiscal measure, before those 
times arrived, I deemed it a duty, for these and the 
reasons mentioned in my last annual report, to 
mate the preparations expected, so ihat a system 
might be in readiness for the consideration of the 
commitiee or Congress, should it appear to them 
that the public mterests required action on the sub- 
ject at the present session. 

A call being now made for it by the Senate, and 
supposing, from the language used, and the ad- 
vanced period of the session, that an early reply is 
desired, I submit, without material alteration, the 
plan referred to, with its “details and general prin- 
ciples:”” 

It is believed that the reduction in the duties on 
imposts, which, by the existing tariff, will take 

>- place in the year 1842, cannot vary much from five 
millions of dollars. For reasons assigned in the 
last two annual reporis on the finances, the expec- 
tations of the undersigned are, that if the expendi- 
tures are properly and seasonably diminished, it 
will not be necessary to raise all this amount by 
taxation in any form. But should Congress think 
differently, and conclude to obiain it by revising 
thé present laws 1 relation to daties, it is believed 
that certain facts and principles are highly impor- 
tant for consideration, in deciding what kind of a 
revision is competent and most appropriate. In 
stating these facts and principles, with a view to 
explain the plan called for by the resolution, all 
possible brevity, consistent with the importance of 
the subject, will be employed. 

The chief legislation, which now exists in force, 
bearing on this inquiry, is contained in an act pa:sed 
March 24, 1833. ‘fhat act is supposed to have 
been, not an ordinary measure of legislation, but 
the result of a compromise between certain great and 
conflicting interests on the difficulties then involved 
in the agitating matter of the tariff. T[fence, though 
the act was in the form of a law, and therefore 
liable, in a proper case, to any future modification 
or repeal of its provisions, it is understood that the 
parties mest concerned, contemplated thereby a 
permanent. arrangement of the leading principles 
that should afterwards control the whole sub- 
ject, The importance of the emergency which 
occasioned the passage of the law—the distin- 
guished iadividuals who participated more im- 
mediately in adjusting its provisions, and the 
salutary influence of their operation up to the pre- 
sent time, in imparting a degree of stability to our 
manufacturing enterprise, sought in vain through 
the previous fluctuations of legislation, have pro- 
bably contributed to strengthen this impression. 

But however that fact may have becn, and sub- 
ject to subsequent alterations, as all laws must pro- 
perly be considered, yet, to change the limitations 
in this one, so peculiarly situated, and to do it 
against the wishes of persons most interested, © 
without the apology of some public exigency or ne- 
cessity of State, would surely seem to be unneces- 
sard and, at least, of doubtful propriety. 

Hence, at this period of peace abroad, of tran- 
quillity at home, of great exemption from pablic. 
debt, and of unquestionable ability to raise ample 
revenue without enercaching upon the plain im- 
port of the compromise, the undersigned cannot 
hesitate, while considering what would be the most 
appropriate revision of the tariff for the wants of 
1842,.to recommend one which shall not violate 
the stipulations contained in that compromise. 
What, then, are those stipulations or restrictions? 

1. The first seems to be, that a reduction, by in- 
stalments, of the: former rate of datiez, when ex 
ceeding twenty per cent. should forthwith com- 
mence and continue uninterrupted unil Jaly 1st, 
1842; so that when that period arrived, no duties 
whatever should exceed twenty per cent. The 
leading section of the act is explicit upon this | 


point. Hence, to defer or repeal, as some have 


-proposed, the two reductions now remaining, and 


which are to take affect in 1842, weuld keep ma- 
ny duties higher than twenty per cent. and thus be 
in direct Violation of this general provision. But 
if these last reductions should createa deficiency in 
the revenue, the 6:h section of the act would allow 
it to be supplied in a different way. Because this 
section provides, that in such an event, nothing 
contained in the law shall prevent “altering the 
rates of duty on articles, which, by the aforesaid 
acts of 14th July, 1832, are subject to a less duty 
than twenty per cent.” 

2. It will be seen, however, that this provision 
contains a second restriction, by limiting any revi- 
sion made before 1842, for an increase ot the tariff, 
to only such articles as pay Jess duty than twenty 
per cent.. 

3. The next and third restriction on a revision is, 
that though one may be made before 1842, for pur- 
poses of revenue, if, when increasing the duties, it 
be confined to articles paying less than twenty per 
cent. yetit should nol raise the tariff on those above 
that rate, even for revenue, much less probably for 
any. other purpose. The close of the 6th section 
seems to be express, that the duty on artieles pay- 
ing a less rate than twenty per cent. if changed be- 
fore 1842, shall be altered ‘in such manner as not 
to exceed that rate.” 

What would be deemed the proper disposition of 
this limitation, if a duty of twenty per cent. on all 
imports weuld not yield sufficient for the legitimate 
purposes of revenue, must be settled when the case 
shall arise. Butit is believed that, with proper 
economy, there is no likelihood of sach a case ever 
occurring in a period of peace. 

4. Another restriction, supposed to have been in- 
tended, is, that if a revision be made to operate af- 
ter June 30th, 1842, instead of before, still, as a ge- 
neral rule, aone of the duties shall be then raised 
above twenty per cent. Thus, the close of the 
Sth section provides that ‘fall imports on which 
the Ist section of this act may operate, and 
all articles now admitted to entry free from 
duty, or paying a less rate of duty than twenty per 
cent. ad valorem, before the said 30th of June, 1842, 
from and alter that day, may be admitted to entry 
subject to such duty not exceeding twenty per cent. 
ad valorem as shall be provided by law.” A change 
could then be made at pleasure from tweaty per 
cent. downwards tc entire freedom from any im- 
post, but no increase was to be permitted to go 
above that rate. 

Indeed, the inference would seem to be that the 
compromise was intended to prevent any duties 
from being assessed, even after 1842, exclusively 
for the purpose of distribution, or protection, 
whether below or above twenty per cent. in amount. 
Because a clause in the 3d section provides, that 
after 1842 ‘duties shall be laid for the purpose of 
raising such revenue as may be necessary to an eco- 
nomieal administration of the Government,” but is 
silent as to recognising or sanctioning an authority 
to do it for any other purpose. The raising such a 
revenue was tke great object of granting any pow- 
er in the Constitation to lay taxes and imposts. 
And it would be dificult to find, in a limited grant 
of powers, like what is contained in that insiru- 
ment for laying imposts, a warrant to impose 
them for other and distinct objects, and 
especially, if the operation of such a mea- 
sure, apparentiy under an assumed authority, 
and on a subject so delicate and momentous to 
mankind as taxation, should tend to enrich parti- 
cular classes or sections, at the expease of others, 
In truth the tariffis as much a system of taxation as 
aland tax, a stamp tax, ora direct tax of any kind; 
and is chiefly distinguishable from them by being 
more subtle and less obnoxious in iis form. The 
confining of all duties, hereafter, to alow rate, was, 
therefore, desirable to the great mass of the people, 
because it was confining taxes to a low rate. k 
was further supposed, without doubt, that though 
comparatively low, they would yield, with the 
other ordinary receipts, an ample supply of revenue 
for such an “economical administration’? as is 
comtemplated by this section of the act. It is also 
probable, that many sound principles of political 
economy anda mutual desire to arrange perma- 


nently the tariff controversy, united to persuade 
Congress, not only to reduce the duties lower, but 
to provide that they should always be kept lower. 
It must-have been foreseen, that this would avoid 
the useless vacillation, if not folly, of first dimi- 
nishing: all the duties to twenty per cent. by 1842, 
with a. view afterwards of again immediately 
raising them above it. It was obviour, too, 
that by keeping the imposts more reduced, 
the tariff would operate more advantageously to 
free trade, and the procurement of reciprocal fa- 
vors abroad. By confining, in substance, any fu- 
ture change to purposes of revenue alone, and 
within twenty per cent. instead of a wide range of 
thirty, fifty, eighty, and even more, at times, pre- 
viously in practice, and frequently for protection, 
it would likewise impart greater permanency and 
prosperity even to manufacturing, and, with that, 
to all other descriptions of industry. It is well 
known, from recent experience, that such stability 
in our system of duties would be better for the ma- 
nufacturer, as well as the merchant, and the com- 
munity at large, than even a higher rate exposed. to 
constant changes, becouse in the former case intel- 
ligence and foresight could make more accurate 
calculations for the future. A more uniform thrift, 
a more regular reward to industry, and a higher 
tone of moral feeling, would every where take the 
place of constant fluctuations, mere gambling spe- 
culations, and a dangerous overaction from renewed 
hopes of high profits—often so very fallacious. 
Business and the currency would then be steady, 
and be regulated, as they should be, rather by 
the great laws of trade, than by banks or politi- 
cians. Nor is this permanency injurious to the la- 
borer and artisan any more than to others; as all 
trades and regions of this country are open to en- 
terprise, and a Jarger share here, than abroad, of 
the income in any one branch of business must, 
and should, uniformly go to wages rather than 
capital, or the workman will, under our free insti- 
tuuions, quit it for more lucrative employment, On 
the contrary, if an unusually large share go to him, 
for a time, in any particular pursuit or place, others 
will soon rash in, participate, and reduce it by 
competition even below the average. Uniformity 
and steadiness are, therefore, not injurious to any, 
though engaged in labor or manufactures, but use- 
ful to all, except the mere speculating classes. 

Two other restrictions exist in the 3d section of 
the compromise act, which seems to have been in- 
tended more especially for the benefit of the manu- 
facturers and of the revenue. 

5. One is, that, after June, 1842, “all duties on 
imports shall be collected in ready money, and all 
credits now allowed by law in the payment of duties, 
shall be, and are hereby, abolished.” This was 
regarded at that time, asa change likely to be very 
favorable to the manufacturing class, by making 
the twenty per cent. in cash operate, virtually, as a 
higher protection than twenty per cent. on a credit 
as.now, of three and six months, without interest. 
In point of fact it was, also, a provision, prophetic 
as to evils to come, under an excessive credit sys- 
tem, and will be possessed of much importance in 
curing them, and in securing the Government, and 
through it, the community at large, against losses 
by caedit to merchants for duties, and by defaults 
of collectors, district attorneys, and marshals, 
caused by indulgence from them in collecting bonds 
for duties. After June, 1842, the importers of goods 
will, in this respect, stand on the same foundation 
with the purchases of publiclands. While no com- 
plaint can then be made by either, of faver or dis- 
crimination, the revenue will thus be rendered much 
safer, and public and private morality improved by 
the removal of cne great source of speculation and 
bankruptcy. 

6. The other restraint requires the duty, after 
1842, to be imposed on the value of the merchan- 
dise “atthe portwhere the same shall be entered.” 
This will render the twenty per cent. still more im- 
portant to both the manufacturers and the reve- 
nue, by being more secure against frauds and eva- 
sions, and being another virtual increase of duty on 
the same articles; as the latter are usually worth 
much more here than abroad. Whether the va- 
lue of them here being not uniform at. different 
ports, would, if taken as the guide in assessing the 
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daty, be justly.open to any constitutional objection, 
it isnot deemed appropriate on this occasion to 
discuss. From these various consideration the fol- 
lowing deductions are made: 

That the present tariff laws should be as little 
disturbed by any revision as possible, consistent 
with the public wants, and an adherence to sound 
principles; that changes should be made chiefly, if 
not solely, for’ purposes of revenue; that these 
changes, when raising the duty, whether operating 
before or after July 1, 1842, should, asa general 
rule, be confined to articles not paying a duty as 
high as twenty per cent; that except in extreme 
cases, it should never raise them above that rate; 
and, lastly, that the existing provisions for the pay- 
ment of duties in cash, and the assessment of them 
on the value of the merchandise at the port of entry 
after 1842, are too important to be disregarded. 


A principle deemed useful in carrying out these 
views, is this: In raising the sum needed, if it does 
not become necessary to subject all free articles to 
a duty, or to one as high as.iwenty per cent. and a 
discrimination can therefore be indulged within the 
restrictions of the compromise act, it is doubtless a 
sound axiom to select for highest taxation articles 
of luxury, rather than of necessity. Under similar 
cireumstances it is, also, not only competent, but 
expedient, to select such of the former as compete 
most with similar articles of American growth or 
manufacture, though not to raise the duty on them 
above the limitation of twenty per cent. And 
another discrimination, sometimes useful, might be 
to select those articles, in certain cases, for an in- 
creased impost, not usually exceeding the same 
limitation, which may be proper for coun- 
tervailing injurious imposts, placed on our 
own productions by any foreign power. The 
broad and well settled ground on which these 
distinctions rest, cannot require on this oc- 
casion much detailed illustration. For the luxu- 
ries of life are enjoyed by the few, rather than 
the many—the rich instead of the poor—and their 
use tends rather to effeminancy and pleasure, than 
to what invigorates or makes useful. In aform of 
Government like ours, these principles apply with pe 
culiar force, as an excessive indulgence in luxuries 
always operate as a bane to republican manners,and, 
in time ,to republican principles. On the contrary, 
articles of universal use, and considered as the 
necessaries of life, are beneficial to all, and are to 
be cheapened as much as possible to promote the 
comforts of all. Sowhat is American, may well 
be supposed entitled to receive, within the limi- 
tations stipulated, more incidental favor than what 
is foreign, because obtained with more readiness and 
certainty as'well as being more safe and independent 
inits use. Nor can any other country complain 
with justice, if we counteract its high taxation on any 
of our products, by imposing some corresponding 
impost on theirs; and however unprofitable such 
conflicts usually prove to all concerned, yet when 
such a measure becomes convenient for our own 
fiscal purposes, or is required by proper self respect, 
and is kept within due restrictions as to the amount 
of duty, it is believed to be entirely justifiable. 
The present tariff is, in many of these respects, an 
anomaly. Being designed to get rd of revenue 
when it was too abundant, and to diminish a sup- 
posed protection to manufactures, deemed unrea- 
sonably high, as well as to establish certain general 
rules for keeping all duties lower in future, it some- 
times omitted to make useful discriminations, and, 
as a system, does not sufficiently discountenance 
luxuries or favor the necessaries of life. Indeed, 
the former have already become free in many cases, 
and in others will be taxed lightly, under the reduc- 
tion now in progress; while the latter, though at the 
expense of the consumer, however poor, will in al- 
most every instance, bear as high, if not higher 
burden, than the greatest superfluity. In proposing 
a plan to raise the sum desired, one cardinal object 
is, therefore, to obtain the money in a manner that 
shall not proiong’ any improprieties or incongruities 
in principle: and anotheris, to do it, and still preserve 
faithfully the limitations and stipulations of the com- 
promise as before explained. To furnish some data 
for practical legislation,which may accomplish these 
designs harmoniously, two tabular statements have 
been prepared, which will next be briefly explained. 


The first one gives the names and value of all free 
articles imported into the United States in A. D. 
1838, after deducting such of them as were ex- 
ported. (See A.) Taking the imports of that year 
asa guide, and perhaps nearer an average, for some 
timé to come, fhan any other, though probably too 
low, and the value of all the free articles, (exclud- 
ing, of course, specie, and the amount of others 
re-exported,) would be about $38,161,583. A duty 
on these, indiscriminately, of fifteen per cent. would 
yield a nett revenue not far from the five millions 
that may be needed in 1842. But this would em- 
brace several articles which, under the principles 
before suggested, might judiciously be left free, or 
at a lower rate of duty than fifteen per cent. 
Another mode of raising the same} amount of 
revenue, would, therefore, be preferable, if it 
could be accomplished without including. those 
articles. Suppose, then, that there should be 
selected from the free articles those which may 
be regarded most as luxuries, though not, in 
every respeot, belonging exclusively to that class. 
Such are teas, coffee, and silks. Should we then 
add to them others, conflicting with similar Ame- 
rican productions, such as worste?s, linens, &c. and 
the aggregate, deducting the amount re-exported, 
would be $29,026,448. (See the second table, B.) 
A duty ef twenty per cent. on those, after paying 
the expenses of collection, would yield about the 
same amount of five millions. This seems to con- 
tain the general data for the most eligible and un- 
exceptionable revision. If a less sum than five 
millions should prove to be needed, as it is pre- 
sumed will be the case under the diminished expen- 
ditures and increased importations, anticipated and 
explained in the recetit. annual report on the 
finances, as well as from the further augmentation 
of revenue likely to happen from the new mode of 
assessing the value of merchandise, any suitable 
modifications can be made in these details, without 
departing from the principles believed to be the 
most appropriate to govern the subject. 

So some articles of luxury not now free, but pay~ 
ing a less duty than fifteen or twenty per cent. 
might very properly be taxed to that extent; and 
some necessaries of life so situated, might be made 
free or be taxed lower, instead of them. Among 
the former may be mentioned wines, though when 
any of them cannot at present be made to pay an 
additional duty without violating some treaty sti- 
pulation, they should, of course, be exempted 
during the period agreed upon. Where any arti- 
cles appear, also, to require an increased impost 
merely as a countervailing measure, such an one 
could be imposed without materially changing the 
general result as to revenue, if the increase was not 
made otherwise exceptionable, by exceeding the limi- 
tations in the compromise. Nor will difficulty pro- 
bably exist, in any event, in permitting what is so 
very desirable, that some of the articles of necessi- 
ty, which, by the present laws, will, after 1842, 
still pay a duty of 20 per cent. should be then ex- 
empted from all, or a part ofit. But whatever 
plan may, in the end, be approved, it is apprehend- 
ed that enough has been stated to explain the de- 
tails of the one now offered, as well as the limita- 
tions and principles which ought, in the opinien of 
the undersigned, to govern all legislation on the 
subject. Nothing further will, therefore, be added 
as to any measure to be adopted for relief in 1842, 
except that half the amount of increased duty should 
be made to accrue only from the Ist of January 
in that year, end the residue commence the Ist of 
July after, as those are the periods when the great 
future reductions begin, which the new duties are 
intended to supply. 

In connection with a permanent revision of the 
tariff, if made in the manner here recommended, it 
would be proper, under a plan of cash duties for 
all imports, to enlarge the liberty now enjoyed for 
depositing goods for a time in public stores. Fn- 
deed, the warehousing system, which exists insome 
ether countries, might, in that event, be usefully 
revised, and, so far as the new circumstances re- 
quired, be adopted here. 

As the higher class of daties, which exist under the 
present laws, will be reduced in 1842, so as virtu- 
ally not toexceed an impost of twenty per cent. on 
the valueof the merchandise imported, it might 


also be expedient to provide for the assessment of 
the whole of them afterwards on the ad valorem 
principle. At the same time, if not done previously, 
some of the large drawbacks and bounties, now 
allowed, could be regulated with more justice, and 
with much benefit to the revenue, by reducing them 
soas to correspond in their proportions with ‘the 
reduced duties. PRS 

Some other -particulars might be suggested in 
connection with a general and permanent révision 
of the tariff. But they are not of such a character 
as to occur readily to all familiar with the subject, 
and after the length to which this report has al- 
ready extended, it is not deemed necessary to pro- 
lon it further, by an enumeration and explanation 
of them. i 

The other branch of the resolution in respect to 
the new mode of valuing the imports will be an- 
swered at the earliest day practicable. 

Respectfully, ; f 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. R. M. Jonnson, 
President of the Senate of the United States.. 


7 


Value of Merchandise, “free of duty,” consumed ‘in: 
1838. ý 


Articles for the use of the United States $3,316 
Philcsophical apparatus, specially im- ieee 
ported for Philosophical: societies, ARNT 
colleges, schools, &c. - >: 91 629° 
Books, maps, and charts for do - 21,394" 
Statuary, busts, casts, &c. for do, - 3,086 
Paintings, etchings, and engravings -~ 5,768 
Botany, specimens of - - 7,209 
Antimony, regulus cf - . 3,346 
Spelier or zine - ~ - 68,525 
Burrstones unwrought - - 27,999 
Brims‘one and sulphur - . 37,446 
Bark of the cork tree - - 3,467 
Clay unwrought - - - 4,421 
Rags of all kinds - “. ~ 465,448 
Furs undressed - - 300,045. 
Hides and skias - - - 1,940,325. 
Plai:ter of Paris - eat 131,876 
Barilla - - - - 82,196 
Wood, dye - - 2 Pan a ES 
manufactured - - 282,702 
Animals for breed -~ . - 265337 
All other - ~ - 150,218 
Pewter, old -~ - - - 923 
Tin, in pigs and bars -~ - > 128,995 
in plais and sheets - - 983,543 
Brass, in pigs and bars - - 38,006 
old - - - 1,696 
Copper, in pigs and bars s - 812,170 
in plats and sheets for sheathing -'- 526,792 
old - - - 78,590 
Bullion, gold - - - 230,694 
silver - - - 390,343. 
Specie, gold . . - 10,703,926 
silver ° - - 3,387,048 
Teas - - " - 2,559,246 
Cofice - - ` <= 7,138,010 
Cocoa - - - = 
Fruits, almonds - - - 47,299 
currants - - - 22,117. 
prunes - ~ - 7,996 
figs - - - 33,453 
raisins - - - 462,117 
Spice, mace - - - 7,032 
nutmegs = - œ 51.207 
cinnamon - - - 26,406 
cloves - - - 21,989 
pepper - - - 
pimento - - = >) 118,657 
cassia - - - 23 219 
ginger - - > 1,735 
Camphor - G s 
Siiks, lace veils, shawls, shades, &e. - 156,034 
other manufactures of - ~ 17,897,343 
Silk and worsted goods ` - - 1,520 154 
Camlets of camel’s hair, &c. ~ 89,032 
Worsted stuff goods : = 3,873,941 
Linens, bleached and unbleached, &c. 3,098,557 
Ticklenburgs, osnaburgs, and burlaps 333,024 
Sheetings, brown and white - 148,554 
Belting cloths - - - “26,528 
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Wool costing less than 8 cis per lb. -~ 438,669 
Quicksilver 7 : + 56,746 
Opium - - z - 67,073 
Crude salt petre - - - 119,606 
All other articles = > - = 3,854,966 


$52,967,250 
Deduct excess of exports our imports: 


On dye wood - - 15,533 
- . €0¢0a - ~ 52,946 
camphor - = 15,183 
Excess in value on pepper 9,994 —— 93,656 
a $52 873 594 
Deduct specie - =- 14,712,011 


Balance consumed 


B. 
Selection of certain free articles consumed in 1838. 


Silk, and manufactures of -~ - $7,897,343 
Silk and worsted, - - - 1,520,154 
Worsted stuffs, - - - 3,878,941 
Linens, bleached, &e. - - - 3,098,557 
Ticklenburgs, &c. . - - 333,024 
Sheetings, ~“ - - - 148,554 
Bolting Cloths, - - ” 26,528 
Wool, under 8 cents per lb. - - 438,669 
Crude Saltpetre, ~ - ~ 119,606 
Animals, not for breed, - - 150,219 
Furs, undressed, - - - 300,045 
Coffee, - - š - 7,138,010 
Tea, - - : 7 - 2,559,246 
Copper, in pigs, - - 812,170 
sheeting, - - ~ 526,792 

old >» - - - 78,590 
$29,026,448 


The report was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

. Mr. LUMPKIN presented resolutions of the Le- 

gislature cf the State of Georgia in relation to the 
id ea ot the Creek Indians in 1836, and 
asking compensation therefor. 

Also, resolutions of the same body in relation to 
the claim of Dennis Hills. 

The resolutions were severally referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. LUMPKIN also presented various resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Georgia, asking for the 
establishment of mail routes from Dahlonega to 
Blairsville; from Brunswick,.Ga. to Tallahassee or 
Chattahoochie, in Florida; from Lafayette to the 
county seat in Dade county; from Clarkesville, 
Ga. to Ashville, N. C.; from Irwinsville to Pender- 
ton; from Augusta to Carnesville; from Newman, 
Ga. to Lafayette, Ala. ‘The resolutions were ri~ 
ferred to the Cowmitiee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. YOUNG presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Illinois, instructing their Senators and re- 
questing their Representatives to use their exertions 
to prevent the repeal of the Independent Treasury 
law; and to vote against all bills having for their 
object:the establishment of a National Bank. The 
resolutions were read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the petition of 
Mark Burnham, representative cf Robert Rogers, 
deceased; which was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Baltimore, praying an appropriation by 
Congress for the construction of a fortress on Sol- 
Jer’s Point Fiats; which was read, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion by Mr. ANDERSON, the papers in 
relation to the claim of Clemens, Bryan and Com- 
pany, were permitted to be withdrawn from. the 
files of the Senate. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the memorial of ship 
owners and others interested in the navigation of 
Long Island Sound, praying for the erection of a 
lightboaton Execution Rock; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

. Mr. KING presented the memorial of the Mobile 
and New Orleans Railroad Company, praying for 


~ $38,161,583 


an extension of time for the payment of duties on 
imported railroad iron; which, as a bill has been 
already reported on this subject, was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. PORTER presented a petition of citizens of 
Michigan, praying the passage ofa general bank- 
rupt law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, to which the memorial on 
the subject was referred, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of John De Tre- 
ville, deceased; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading, 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which a memorial oa the subject had 
been referred, reported a bill directing warrants to 
issue for the bounty land due on account of the ser- 
vices of Major General Duportail, Brigadier Gene- 


ral Armand, and Major De La Colombe; which. 


was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WHITE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to pro- 
vide for satisfying outstanding claims to bounty 
lands for military services during the Jate war with 
Great Britain; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. SEVIER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce in a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Samuel Mackey; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr. PIERCE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill in re- 
lation to the judicial courts of the District of New 
Hampshire; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Jadiciary. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the bill from 
House making temporary provision for lunatics in 
the District of Columbia was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and after being amended, was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. LUMPKIN, the bill for the 
relief of Avery, Saltmarsh and Company, was ta- 
ken up as in committee of the whole, and ordered 
to be engrossed for # third reading. 

On motion by Mr. KING, the bill regulating 
commercial intercourse between the port of Cay- 
enne, in French Guiana, and for the remission of 
certain duties; and . 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to refund the duties collected on the 
French ship Alexandre; were severally considered 
asin committee of the whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Oa motion by Mr. NORVELL, the bill autho- 
rizing tke President of the United S'a'es to causs 
surveys of the Jakes and lake coasts to be made, 
was considered as in committee of the whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for the settlement of the claims of the 
State of New Hampshire against the United States; 
and 

The bill for the relief of Gregoire Sarpy or his 
legal representatives, were severally read a th‘rd 
time, and passed, 

On motion by Mr. KNIGHT, the report of the 
Committee on Commerce, adverse to the petition of 
Caled Eddy, was taken up; and after some remarks 
by Mr. KNIGHT and Mr. KING, the report was 
recommitted. 

Ona motion by Mr. STURGEON, the bill to 
make certain appropriations for the Patent Office 
was taken up; and the question being on the 
amendment proposed by Mr. CaLnoun to strike out 
the appropriation for the collec ion of agricultural 
statistics, it was decided in the negalive—ayes 14, 
nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, 
of Alabama, Crittenden, Graham, Hubbard, King, 
Mangum, Preston, Roane, Sevier, Smith of In- 
diana, and Tappan—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Ciay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Fulton, Huntington, Knight, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Robinson, Ruggles, Stur- 
geov, Tallmadge, Walker, White, and Young—23. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 

ird reading. 


PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PREEMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log cabin thereon, being the special order of 
the day, was taken up, the question being on the 
amendment offered by Mr. Catyoun to the motion 
to recommit the bill made by Mr. CRITTENDEN. 

Mr. WHITE addressed the Senate at great 
jJength in opposition to the amendment of Mr. 
CaLnoun and in favor of that of Mr. Crir- 
TENDEN. l 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. CALHOUN (proposng a cession of 
the public lands to the Statesin which they lie on 
certain conditions) and decided in the negative— 
ayes 18, noes 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, Norvell, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticat, Tappan, Walker, 
and Young—18. 

NAYS—Messis. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Bayard, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Hubbard, 
Huntington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, 
Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, 
Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, White,“ and Wright 
—22, 

The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Cairrenvsn, (to recommit the bill, with in- 
structions to report a bill to distribute the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands among the several 
States,) and decided in the negative—yeas 17, nays 
24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Huntington, Ker, 
Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Prentiss, Rug- 
gles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, and 
White—17. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Preston, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wright, 
and Young—24. 


The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Prentiss as a substitute to the original bill: 
“strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert 
the following: That every actual settler on any 
of the public lands to which the Indian title has 
been extinguished, except such as are hereinafter re- 
served, being the head of a family, or over twenty- 
one years of age, who was in possession and a 
housekeeper, by personal residence thereon, at the 
time of the passing of this act and for four months 
next preceding, shall be entitled to a pre-emption in 
the purchase of the land so settled upon, not ex- 
ceeding one quarter-section, at the minimum price 
now established by law”—-and d-cided in the nega- 
tive—ayes 17, nays"25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Hun- 
tington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, 
Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, and Southard—17+ 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, Tap- 
pan, Walker, White, Wright, and Young—25. 


Several Senators then called for the question on 
ee the bl to be engrossed for a third reading; 
when 

Mr. HUNTINGTON rose and said he had seve- 
ral amendments to offer, which, if it was the wish 
of the Senate, he was prepared to submitand have 
a vote taken on them, and he would promise not to 
ee the Senate long by his remarks in favor of 
them. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the friends of the 
bill were willing and anxicus to take the vote to 
day. The subject had been before the Senaté since 
the commencement of the session, and had been 
discussed to the almost entire exclusion of all other 
business. He thought farther procrastination of 
the debate could lead to no useful results, and 
hoped the question would be disposed of | this 
evening. 
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Several Serators coincided audibly in these re- 
marks; but . . 

Mr. MERRICK moved an adjournment, which 
was carried, ayes 21, nays 19. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, January 19, 1841. : 
After the journal had been read, the following 
l SENATE BILLS 
were severally a first and second time, and referred 
tothe Committee on Public Lands, viz: 

The bill supp’ementary to an act entitled “An 
act to encourage the introduction, and promote the 
cultivation, of tropical plants,” approved 7ih July, 
1838; and l 

The bill to confirm the survey and location of 
claims for lands in the State of Mississippi, east of 
the Pearl river, and south of the thirty-first degree 
of north latitude. f 

Mr. FRANCIS MALLORY, on leave, offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directcd 
to furnish this House with a comparative view of 
the average cost of the army proper for each indi- 
vidual, taking the aggregate of the officers, profes- 
sors of the military academy, cadets, and enlisted 
men in the service of the United States for the 
years 1837, 1838, 1839, and 1840, for subsistence 
to soldiers, clothing, quartermasters’.and medical 
stores, and other articles embraced under the gene- 
ral character of supplies for the army not fixed by 
law; adopting as the plan of his report a communi- 
cation to the House of Representatives from the 
Secretary of War, of March 5, 1822. is 

Mr. REYNOLDS offered the tollowing resolu- 
tion; which was read for information: 

Resolved, That from and afier next Saturday, 
the House of Representatives will meet at lH 
o'clock of each day to the end of the session. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. REYNOLDS said he would try a vote upon 
it, and for that purpose moved to suspend the 
rule. 

Mr. DAVIS of Pennsylvania called for the yeas 
and nays; which were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules; and it was decided in the nega- 


tive. 

Mr. WATTERSON asked leave to submit a 
resolution having reference to the subject of pension 
agencies. 

But leave was not granted. 

{Mr. WeLver presented the peiition of George 
Watt and 149 other citizens of Preble county, 
Ohio, praying an appropriation to the national 
road; which, on motion, was referred to the Com- 
‘mittee of Ways and Means.] $ 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The SPEAKER then announced the first busi- 
ness in order to be the consideration of the bill au- 
thorizing a further issue of Treasury notes; and the 
House having resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole upon the bill, 

The SPEAKER requested Mr. Apams to take 
the chair; but. à 

Mr. ADAMS asked to be excused, as he had 
some important business to transact in the course 
of the day. 

Mr. DAWSON was then requested to take the 
chair; but he was likewise excused, in consequence 
of a great. press of private correspondence. 

Mr. BANKS was then named, but also asked to 
be excused, as he must necessarily be absent for a 
portion of the day, for the purpose of attending to 
some business in which many of his constituents 
were deeply interested. 

Mr. CASEY then took the chair; and the com- 
mittee resumed the further consideration of the bill 
before the House. f 

Mr. BARNARD, being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed his remarks in opposition to the bill. In the 


, 


course of his speech, he sontended that the present 
Adminis'ration was bound to furnish all the means 
necessary to meet the outstanding liabilities of the 
Government. In his opinion, the sum asked for in 
the present Lill would not be near sufficient. He 
objected to the issue of Treasury notes as unconsti- 
tutional, and was in favor of a direct loan. He 
also contended that in case the present Administra 
tion failed to make the ample provision which he 
deemed necessary, then the whole responsibility of 
calling an extra session ef Congress would devolve 
upon it. Mr. B. concluded by moving to strike 
out the enacting clause of the bill, observing that if 
the motion should prevail, and be reported to the 
House, he would then immediately move the acop- 
tion of the resolution which he sent to the Crare on 
yesterday. - : 

Mr. EVANS then took the floor on the sameside, 
at concluded at half past three o’clcck. 


Mr. BELL followed, but gave way to a motion 
that the committee rise; which motion prevailed. 

So the committee rose, and reported progress; 
and, 

On‘motion of Mr. LINCOLN, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury be 
directed to inform this House, whether the patents 
for lands, which have issued from the office of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Oflice, since the 
passing of the act of the 25th April, 1812, entitled 
“an act for the establishment of a General Land 
Office, in the Department of the Treasury,” have 
in all cases, in satisfaction of military land war- 
rants, or otherwise, been issued, in conformity with 
the requisitions in the eighth section of said act, “in 
the name of the United States,” and been counter- 
signed by the Commissioner of said office;” and if 
these requirements have been omitted or departed 
from-—in what particular, at what time, and under 
what authority the omission or variance has been 
authorized: and that he transmit, with his answer 
thereto, an exemplied copy of the form of patents 
which are now issued from said office, with the 
manner of their authentication. 

At the request of Mr. CLIFFORD, the report 
from the Select Committee—to which was referred 
the Jetter of John C. Rives, one of the Printers to 
this House, dated the 31st ultimo, and the memo- 
rial of Hugh A. Garland, Clerk of the House, 
dated the 4th instant, both communications refer- 
ring to a controversy between the parties as to the 
powers of the Clerk to control the binding of Con- 
gressional documents and the printing of the spe- 
cial orders of the Flouse—was recommitted to that 
committee, for the purpose of making a verbal 
correction. 

Several petitions were presented by Messrs. 
ATHERTON and HOFFMAN. 

Mr. STANLY submitted the following as an 
amendment to the Treasury note bill, which was 
ordered to be printed. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-. 


tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That from and atfier the day of 

on the importation of articles hereafter 
mentioned, there shall be levied, collected, and 
paid the following duties, that is to say: 

On al! manufactures of silk, or of which silk 
shall be a component part, coming from beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope, twenty per cent. ad va- 
lorem, 

On all manufactures of silk, or of which silk 
shall be a component part, coming from this 
side of the Cape cf Good Hope, ten per cent. ad 
valorem. 

On all wines, except the wines of France, twenty 
per cent. ad valorem. : 

On all wines of France, as soon as the treaty 
with France will allow, a duty of twenty per cent. 
ad valorem. 

On all bleached and unbleached linens, table 
linen, linen napkins, and linen cambrics, twenty 
per cent. ad valorem. 

The foregoing duties b:irg in accordance with 


en 


oe aie and the spirit of the act of March 2d, 
And be it further enacted, That all laws inédùsist 

ent with this act are hereby repealed. i 
The House then adjourned. ` 


IN SENATE, 
Weonespay, January 20,1841. 

The PRESIDENT submitted a message from 
the President of the United States, in reply to a re~ 
solution of the Senate of the 20th July last; which 
was laid on the table. ; ; 

The PRESIDENT also submitted a report. from 
the Secretary of War, with a statement of the ¢on- 
tracts entered into by that Department during the 
year 1840; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial’ of a 
number of citizens of New. York, remonstrating 
against the passage of any bankrupt law during 
the present session; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON presented two memorials nume- 
rously signed by mechanics, merchants, and others 
of New York, praying that if any bankrupt law 
shall be passed by Congress, that banks, and other 
money corporations, may be included; which 
were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. - 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial. of the 
watchmen and assistant watchmen of the Execu- 
tive Departments, praying extra compensation; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Con~ 
tingent Expenses of the Senate. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on ihe 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
the memorial of Solomon Andrews, asking that his 
padlock may be substituted for those now in the 
public use, reported that, as the Postmaster Gene- 
ral had ample powers over this subject, they asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject, without expressing any opinion on the 
merits of the invention; which was agreed to. ` 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
the memorial of Siokes and Purdon, made an ad- 
verse report thereon, and asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration; which was agreed . 


to. : 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill in re- 
lation to the judicial courts of the district of New 
Hampshire, reported the same without amendment, 
and said he was instructed to ask that the bill should 
be taken up at the present time. ` . 
On Mr. SMITH’S motion the bill was then taken 
up, and considered as in committee of the whole, - 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on. Pen-. 
sions, to which was referred the memorial on the 
subject, reported a bill for the relief of John Me- 
Niel; was read, and ordered to a second reading. 


On motion by Mr. CLAYTON, the bill for ths 
relief of the heirs of Agnes Dun-das, was taken 
up and considered as in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the bill. to autho- 
rize the Secretary of the Treasury to make an 
arrangement or compromise with any of the 
sureties on bonds given to the United States 
by Samuel Swartwout, late collector .of ‘the cus- 
toms for the port of New York, was taken up and 
considered as in committee of the whele, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Francis Newman, was taken 
up, and considered as in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by WALKER, the bill. to relinquish 
to the State of Mississippi the two ‘per cent. fund 
accruing by the act’ for the admission “of ‘said 
Sate into. the Union, was taken up as. in com- 
mittee of the whole, and ordered. to be engrossad 
for a third reading. ` 
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` .. BILLS PASSED. 

The bill from the House, making temporary pro- 
vision for lunatics in the District ot Columbia, was 
taken up. : ; 

Messrs. WRIGHT, SMITH. of Connecticut, 
HENDERSON, and CALHOUN opposed its-pas- 
sage on the ground of the want of power under the 
Constitation to appropriate moneys from tbe Fede- 
ral Treasury for local purposes. It was advocated 
by Messrs. .TAPPAN, MERRICK, KING, 
LUMPKIN, and WALKER, who denied that 
there was any constitutional question involved, 
and averred that justice and humanity Joud!y called 
for its passage. The.question being taken on its 
passage, it was decided in the aflirmative—ayes 41, 
noes 6, as follews: 

YEAS~— Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Bayard. "Benton, 
Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Fulton, Graham, Hun- 
tington, Ker, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, Nor- 
vell, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith cf. Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wail, 
White, Williams, and Young—41. 

NAYS-——Messrs. Calhoun, Flenderson, Hubbard, 
Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, and Wright—6. 

The billto make certain appropriations for the 
Patent Office; 

The bill authorizing the President of the United 
‘States to cause surveys of the lakes and lake coasts 
to be made; 

The bill for the relief of Avcry, Saltmarsh and 
Company; 

The bill regulating commercial intercourse be- 
tween the port of Cayenne, in French Guiana, and 
for the remission of certain duties; and 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to refund the duties collected on the French ship 
Alexandre, were severally read a third time and 
passed. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the 
public lauds, who shall inhabit and. cultivate the 
same, and raise a log cabin thereon, being the spe- 
cial order of the day, was taken up. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON submitted ceveral amend- 
ments, which will be mere particularly designated 
when the debate to which they gave rise will be 
published, some of which were in substance as fol-. 
lows: 

Strike out the word “cighieen,” and insert 
“twenty-one,” so as to confine the provisions of the 
bill to persons, heads of familics, of twenty-one of 
age and upwards. 

Upon this question the ayes and noes were de- 
manded, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 

t Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Phelps, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Sou:hard, Webster, 
White, and Williams—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulion, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, Norvell, Por- 
ter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Wright, 
and Young—24. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The result of the 
vote is ayes 24, noes 24: my vote is No: so the 
amendment is lost, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON then moved to amend 
the bill so as to limit its operation to two years. 

Mr. MERRICK moved an adjournment. 

The ayes and noes on adjournment being de- 
manded, it was determined in the negative—ayes 
23, noes 24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Grahim, Hubbard, 
Hantington, Ker, Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Porter, Prentis”, Preston, Roane, Rag- 
gies, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
‘Webster, and White—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aller, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay. of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, 
King, Linn, . Mangum, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Norvell, Pierce,- Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Con- 


necticut, Sturgeon, Tappan; Walker, Wall, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—24. p 

The question then recurneg on Mr. HUNTING- 
Ton’s motion, it was decided in the negalive—ayes 
18 noes 23, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Ciayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Hunting- 
ton, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Prentiss, 
Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, and Tallmadge—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicho- 
las, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of Counecticet, Siurgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wall, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—28. 

Upon Mr. TALLMADGE’S suggestion, and by 
general consent, the word “white” was striken out 
of the bill, as free persons of colorgare allowed to 
hold property in all the States of the Union. 

The amendments of the committee of the whole 
being concurred in by the Senate, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN ssid he wished now to re- 
new the proposition, which was voted down incom- 
mittee—to recommit the bill with instructions to 
report a bill to distribute the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands among the several States. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama and Mr. BENTON 
suggested that the motion to recommit would be 
perfectly in order after the bill was engrossed, and 
hoped the Senator froin Kentucky would take that 
conrse, and permit them to have the vote upon en- 
grossment this evening. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved an adjournment, 
and a division being called for, it was negatived— 
ayes 21, noes 23. ` 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—ayes 30, noes 17, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Ni- 
icholas, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Ro- 
binson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, 
Wall, White, Williams, Wright, and Young—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Huntingdon, 
Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Prentiss, 
Preston. Roane, Ruggles, and Southard—17. 


ah 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, January 20, 1841. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition of the officers 
and members of the American Peace Society, pray- 
ing Congress to take measures fer convening a 
Congress of Nations for the purpose ot settling the 
principles of international law, and of organizing 
a Court of Nations to examine and decide upon ail 
disputes that may arise betweca two or more con- 
tending nations, and thus settle international quar- 
rels without resort to war; which petition was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. E. also presented a petition of inhabitants 
of the town of Bucksport, in the Siate of Maine, 
praying for reform in the administration of the 
Government. 

Mr. JONES of New York presented a petition 
of a portion of the inhabitants of Orange county, 
New York, and of Sussex county, New Jersey, for 
a post route from Unionville, New York, along 
tae “Clove road,” to Deckertown, New Jersey, and 
from the latter place along the “Drowned Land 
road,” back to Unionville. Also, a petition of in- 
kabitanis of Wantage, New Jersey, for a post 
route from Unionville, New York, to Deckertown, 
New Jersey, on the “Clove road” route; which pe- 
tition was reicrred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. PECK asked leave to introduce a resolution, 
which was read for informaticn, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House, the number of treaties and 
amended treaties held and concluded with, or pro- 
posed to, the New York Indians, or any portion of 
them, since the 1:t day of January, 1834, and to 


wh'eh the United States were a party, and the place 


where‘such treaties and amended treaties were ne- 
eotiated and concladed, respectively, and when, 
and the name of the person or persons representing 
the United States therein: And a'so, the names of 
all other persons (if any) who now are, or at any 
have becn a pariy to, or interested in said treaties 
or amended treaties, or any of them; together with 
a detailed account of all expenditures, whether: in 
money or ctherwise, connected therewith; specify- 
ing particularly the several items of such expendi- 
tures, and by whom, and to whom, and when the 
same were made, and on what account, re- 
spectively: And whether the Ogden Land 
Company, or any member or agent of 
said company, have defrayed, or at any time, did 
agree to defray aay portion of such expenditure; 


“and if so, what portion, aed when, and to whom. 


And that the Secretary of War also communicate 
to this House copies of all contracts or agreements 
between the United States and said land company, 
or any member thereof, and in any manner con- 


-nected with, or relating to, said treaties, or amend- 


ed treaties, or any portion of any of them. And 
that he alsocommunicate to this House copies of 
all correspondence between the said Secretary or 
any cther officer or agent of the United States and 
the said land company, or any member, attorney, 
or agent thereof, in relation to said treaties or 
amended treaties, or any of them, or in relation to 
the aforesaid expenditures, or any portion of them. 

Objection being made to the introduction of the 
resclution, 

Mr. PECK moved a suspension of the rules; 
but the motion was negatived. 

The House then resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole cn the state of the Union, Mr. Casey 
in the chair, and resumed the consideration of the 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

Mr. BELL being entitled to the floor, resumed his 
remarks. He did not exactly agree with the views 
expressed on yesterday by his friends from New 
York and Maine [Messrs. Evans and Barnarp.] 
For while on the one hand he condemned a sprit of 
mean parsimony in the Government, he would wih 
equal care avoid a system of extravagance. There 
was a proper medium between the two, which was 
ajust system of economy. After adverting to the 
efforts of the present Administration to restrict 
within certain bounds the expenditures, he con- 
tended that this was like a death bed repentance, 
and did not accord with its previous course. 

Mr. B. said the true state of the question was not 
so much the present deficiency in the Treasury, 
but what provision ought to be made to meet the 
deficiency which would arise in 1842. In that 
year it was clearly foresecn that there would arise a 
permanent deficieucy in the revenue, and in his 
opinion it was their duty to discuss that important 
question now. If the friends of the Administration 
should, however, neglect to provide for such an 
emergency, upon them must rest the responsibility 
of an cxtra session. He did not eare-so much 
about the form in which the present deficiency 
should be supplied. As the issue of Treasury 
notes had been fixed upon by the friends of the Ad- 
ministration, he had no objection to-vote for it; but 
if any of his friends should move to amend by sut- 
stituting a loan, he would rather support the mea- 
sure. He was, however, perfectly willing to ac- 
quiesce in any mode which should be supported by 
the majority. 

Mr. B. said, this was the first time for forty 
years thata new Administration, about to come 
into power, had to be restricted in their measures 
for the ensuing three quarters of the year, by the 
acts of the Administration going out of power. 
He then proceeded to contend that the expendi. 
tures of Government ought never to be reduced by 
the omission to carry into effect the appropriations 
made by Congress. After appropriations had been 
made, he urged that -there wasa moral obligation. 
devolving upon the Administration to carry. them 
into effect. Mr. B. then stated his opinion, that 
if all the appropriations authorized- by Congress 
should be applied during the present year, the de- 
ficiency, insiead of being but five. millions, would 
amount to ten or perhaps twelve millions. He 
aigued that if the expenditures were to be cut 


x 
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down, so as to bring them within the limit stated 


by the Sceretary of the Treasury, then the army, 
“navy, and other publie interests, must necessarily 
suffer. ` 

After some further remarks, Mr. B. contended 
that for the last two years the Administration had 
proceeded upon the “staving off” system, both as 
regarded the appropriations and expenditures; 
whereas, previous to 1838, the “go ahead” system 
: was pursued. ~ 

Mr. B. then proceeded to examine and criticise 


in detail the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, | 


and to argue that a large portion of the balances 
referred to were due to the former unexpended ap- 
propriations. 

At this stage an incidental discussion arose be- 
tween Mr. B. and Messrs. EVANS and WISE, 
as to the trus meaning of the Secretary in his re- 
marks relating to the unexpended appropriations, 
&e. Itappeared that each gentleman had taken 
different views of the subject. Having, however, 
come to an understanding, ; 

Mr. B. proceeded, and endeavored to show that 
the actual demands against the Government in the 
year would far exceed that estimated by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. He then reviewed the means 
proposed by the Secretary for mecting the demands, 
and argued that a good part of’ them consisted in 
the mere speculations of that officer, and he believ- 
ed not more than one half would be good for cash. 

He contended that even the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means himself did not 
rely upon the means referred to by the Secretary; 
for tke introduction uf the present bill proved that, 
notwithstanding the alleged means, good care was 
taken to get five millions of Treasury notes for 
the present quarter. 

Mr. B. then: proceeded, at some length, to consi- 
der the merits of the various measures suggested 
by the Secretary for meeting the deficiency which 
would arise in 1842. While on this head, he com- 
plained that the Whigs were the subjects of incon- 
sistent charges from their opponents. For while 
at one time they were charged with being the tools 
of Britain, and acting under British influence, in 
the next breath thsy were accused of raising a 
high tariff as a commercial retaliatory measure 
upon the same country. 

Mr. B. also adverted to various other topics; and 
having concluded at a few minutes past three, 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON took the floor, but 
gave way to a motion that the committee rise, 
which motion prevailed. 

So the committee rose and reported progress, 

Petitions, on leave, were presented by Messrs. 
DELLET, WARREN, RARIDEN, BELL, WiL- 
LIAMS of Connecticut, TRUMBULL, DOE, and 
REYNOLDS. 

(Mr. Riywoxps presented the memorial of the 
General Assembly of the State of Hlinois, praying 
for a remission of the duty on railroad iron per- 
chased for the State of Illinois.] 

Several other gentlemen asked leave to present 
petitions; but 

Mr. ADAMS would object, unless petitions were 
called for by States. 

On motion of Mr. LUNCOLN, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, January 21, 1841. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Elizabeth 
Colburn; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial of eiti- 
zens of Washtenaw county, Michigan, praying the 
passage of a general bankrupt law; which was er- 
dered to be laid upon the table. 

On motion by Mr. STURGEON, the petition and 
papers of Hannah M. Baldwin, now on file, were 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the memorial of Lot 
Stricklin; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. : 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
Thomas Owen, praying that the duties -on certain 
goods destroyed by fire may be refunded; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of: Captain J. 


-Threekmorton; which was referred to the Com- 
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mittee on Claims. 5 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Afairs, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of the heirs and legal representatives of Samuel 
Mackey, reporied the same without amendment. 

On motion by Mr. S. the bill was then considered 
asin committee of the whole, and after being ex- 
plained and advocated by him, it was ordered to 
be engrossed fora third reading. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Co'umbia, reported a bill to extend the 
charter of the Bank of Alexandria. 

On motion of Mr. M. the bill was then taken up 
and considered as in committee of the who'e, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of Enoch 
Hidden, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Robert P. Wainright, made 
an adverse report thereon, and asked to be dis- 
chaged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the petition of Robert 
Arheart, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill from the House to 
authorize the enrolment and registering of the 
schooner Amistad, reported the same. without 
amendment. ` 

Mr. K. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill to abolish the port, of delivery, and 
the office of surveyor of the customs at Currituck 
Inlet, North Carolina, reported the same without 
amendment. 

On motion by Mr. K. the bi'l was then consi- 
dered as in committe of the whole, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Howland. Dyer, made an adverse report thereon, 
and asked to be discharged from its further consi- 
deration; which was agreed to. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill to relinquish to the State of Mississippi 
the two per cent fund according to theact for the 
admission of said S:ate into the Union; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Agnes Dun- 
das; 

The bill for the relief of, the heirs of Francis 
Newman; 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to make an arrangement or compromise with 
any of the sureties on bonds given to the United 
States by Samuel Swartwoul, late collector of ‘the 
customs for the port of New York; 
were severally read a third time and, passed. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION SLAW, 

The bill to establish a permanent- prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of seftlers on the pub- 
lic lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate‘the same, 
and raise a log-cabin thereon, was takén up, asd 
having been read through, the question’being on its 
passage— $ fa 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then submitted the propo- 
sition which was negatived when dhe bill was as 
in committee of the whole—to! reéommit the bill, 
with instructions to report a bilk for the distribution 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public lauds 
among the States, 

Mr. C. said he wished to have a full vote of the 
Senate on this proposition, and, as there were some 
Senators now absent who would be here ina few 
days, he would move that the further consideration 
of the subject be postponed until Monday. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he was very reluc- 
tant to refuse any proposition in the nature of an ap- 
peal to postpone, if he thought that any change in 
the result would be produced by it. But if the ab- 
sent Senators from Virginia aud Massachusetts 
were both here, in his opinion, no change would be 
produced by their votes. The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts might indeed vote for the proposition cf 
the Senator from Kentucky; but the Senator elected 


from Virginia has again and again voted against 


the proposition heretofore, and he believéd oncon- 
stitutional grounds. The friends of the: pre-emp- 
tion bill were anxious for its passage, as a measure 
of good to the new States, and beneficial to the 
whole Republic; and in his opinion, a further post 
ponement of the bill would endanger its passage, 
from a want of time to consider it inthe other 
House. For himsel, therefore, he. was-opposed.to, 
and would vote against, any further postponement 
of the bill. : ME Epo 
After some further remarks from Mr. CRIT- 
TENDEN, 
Mr. BENTON said the friends of the pre-emp- 
tion bill had ever been desirous to keep it separate 
from the other propositions, that they might all 
have a separate consideration on their respective 
meritz; but gentlemen opposite were endeavoring 


| to load it down with matter that was foreign to'it, 


and that would have the effect of overshadowing 
it. Te bill had already been delayed in its passage 
about one entire month by those propositions to 
cede the public lands on the one side, and to divide 
our land revenue on the other; and a new debate 
had sprung up and then another, to overshadow the 
pre-emption bill entirely. Now he. held it to 
be unparliamentary to bring on important proposi- . 
tions of this kind, to override a measure that was 
under discussion; and he held that each of these 
prc positions should be made to rest on its own 
merits. All fair legislation would require this; and 
he denounced such a practice as had «here 
been resorted to, as unparliamentary; ‘ahd he 
held it to be much more so to push aside the pre~ 
sent Dill, or to delay it by such propositions, 
for the purpose of gelting up a new measure, 
or to delay it for the purpose of getting new mem- 
bers to vote upon it. Suppose he were to ask gen> 
tlemen to wait on any particular measure until Sr 
nators, who might be detained by sickness, either of 
themselves or in their families, should arrive, 
would he be deemed by them to be in order, or 
would such a course be considered parliamentary? 
The whole would at once be declared to be unpar- 
liamentary. But what was the history ‘of these 
measures relating to the public land? The first bill 
ever brought into the Senate on the subject was 
fourteen years ago. That bill contained the. three 
principles (which were stated as well in the titlé as 
in the body of the bill) of graduation of ‘the, price, . 
the right of pre-emption, and the cession of the 
remainder, after acertain period, to the States in 
which it lay. He (Mr. Benton) brought in the bill 
himself, and the three principles—graduation, pre- 
emption, and cession, were all there; but what was 
the result? Why cna consultation among the friends’ 
of the bill, it was deemed more wise to separate 
the qeustion of cession from those of graduation 
and pre-emption, and to allow that question lo be 
brought in as a separate measure, and not to over-. 
shadow a small proposition with one of greater 
magnitude, and therefore they cast it off. But 
they afterwards found that they could get along 
with pre-emption much better when it was not con- 
nected with graduation, and they therefore made 
another separation. And what had been the result? 
Why, since they had made these divisions of ‘the 
original measure, which he (Mr. Benton) 
brought in in the year 1826, they bad passed 
three or four pre-emption laws, not ‘one of 
which would have passed if the propositions’ had 
all been kept together. The whole three questions 
which were brought in to close and. wind up the `. 
whole land system between the Federal Govern 
ment and the States, it was deemed at that early 
period essential to separate, and on. that. principle 
the friends of this bill were acting new, and already 
there were two propositions before the Senate—the 
oae for pre-emption and the other for gradua- 
tion, and gentlemen attempted to force on 
the former, which was then under considera» 
tion, a proposition of a totally different charac- 
ter. By the vote of last night, they „saw ` there 
were two to one in its favor, and yet they were not 
satisfied with having delayed ita month on its pas- 
sage, but they sought to lay it over still further, 
and for whai? For the purpose of waiting until 
other Senators could come, whose voles in ‘oppo- 
sition would not change the result, Oo what then 
was theirt proposition for delay based? Could not — 
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the genilemen go on with their distribution bill as a 
separate measure? Was it not absurd to sap- 
pose that the Kentucky bill to divide the land 
Tevenue could not. get along unless they detained 
the pre-emption pill? When the friends of the 
bilt saw such absurdities, it became them to speak 
out like-men. 

They had heard much said there against pre- 
emption and graduation—these two measures had 
béen presented to the Senate and to the country as 
the most odious and intolerable of all schemes; epi- 
thets had been applied to them, and arguments 
brought to oppose them, as the most odious encr- 
mities; he asked then to be permitted to show that 
- these “enormilies” had not been thought unfit for the 

legislative action of that Senate on previous occa- 

sions, and that they had not always been deemed 
so opprobrious. He then read to the Senate 

a- proposition which had been made four 

years since by Mr. Cray of Kentucky, 

‘which contained the principles of graduation and 
pre-emplion—graduation as low as fifty cents per 
vacre,and pre-emption to 150 acree—and was that bill 
the “total destruction of our beautiful land system?” 
‘Was that bill odious and abominable? And was 
the country called upon to revolt against that 
bil} Where was the difference between that bill 
and the bill then before them? And yet the proposition 
which was now denounced as Jeading to the “total 
destruction of our beautiful land system,” as going 
„to debauch the population of the States, was once 
deemed wholesome legislation. Let the gentlemen 
opposite bring their proposilion forward as an inde- 
pendent one, and not attempt by it to overlay one 
of less: importance. He bad voted for tne se- 
cond proposition to amend, by striking out the 
jnstructions of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
and inserting the bill reported by the Senator from 
Michigan, [Mr. Norve t,] but he had done so 
Yor the purpose of using that measure as a 
hammer to knock the oth r one in the head, 
and with no idea of overlaying the pre-emption 
bill with either ofthem. He was willing to defeat 
the distribution with the cession bill, and then he 
should have been ready to lay aside that also; but 
he was not willing to have the pre-emption 
pill laid aside. He hoped they should have 
the ayes and noes on the question of postpone- 
ment. He was desirous to bring this matter 
to a close, but he was satisfied that, to use a re- 
mark of the Senator from Alabama (Mr. Cray] 
last night, no pre-emption bill could be passed 
but by candlelight, and he therefore notified the 
messengers to have the lamps in preparation. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone, and cecided in the negative—ayes 18, 
noes 28, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Huntington, 
Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Preston, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
and White—18. 

WAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Ba- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicho- 
las, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Roaxe, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—28. 

The question then recurring on the motion to re- 
commit, Mr. CRITTENDEN addreszed the Senate 
at much length, reviewing in detail the measures 
of the present Administration. : 

Mr. WRIGHT followed in reply, and was sue- 
ceeded in the debate by Mr. WEBSTER, who was 
followed by Mr. BENTON, and at 5 o’clock 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
|- Suurspay, January 21, 1841. 

On moton oi Mr. CARR, the rules were sus- 
pended for one hour, for the purpose of calling for 
petitions by States. 

Petitions were then presented by 

Mr. BURKE, of New Hampshire. 

[Mr. Burke. presented the memorial of Alden 
Partridge, President of the University at Norwich, 
Vermont, in relation to the Military Academy at 
West Point, and ptaying that young men educated 


at other military institutions, be admitted on equal 
terms with the yourg men educated at West Point. 
Also, the memorial of Alden Partridge, praying 
Congress to take measures with a view to the esta- 
blishment of a general system of education for the 
youth of the Republic.] 

Messrs. BRIGGS, PARMENTER, LINCOLN, 
WILLIAMS, CALHOUN, and ADAMS, of Mas: 
sachusetts. ; 

Mr. ADAMS presented and moved the refer- 
ence of a petition, asking the. abslition of slavery 
in this District, and in the Terri’ories; also, that no 
new Territory, tolerating slavery, may be admit 
ted into the Union. 

Mr. CONNOR moved to lay that portion of the 
pennon which came under the standing rale on the 
table. 

Mr. ADAMS asked how that was to be done, for 
the petition must then necessarily be cutin two. 

Mr. WARREN observed that, if the petitioners 
thought proper to atiach objectionable matter, not 
receivable by the House, to their petition, they 
onght not to complain if the whuJe was rejected. 
He was therefore in favor of the rejection of the 
whole. 

That portion of the petition coming under the 
rule, having been laid on the table sub silentio, 

Mr. BLACK moved to reconsider the vote, for 
the purpose, incase it should be reconsidered, of 
moving the rejection cf the whole, as he contended 
that no part of it ought to have been received. 

On that motion, Mr. ADAMS demanded the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. WISE rose to a point of order. He desired 
to know whether any portion of that petition could 
be received under the rule, The latter portion, re- 
lating to the admission of new Territories into the 
Union which tolerated slavery, was, in his opinion, 
as much within the spirit of the rule as the former 
portion of the petition; and he, (Mr. W.) had his 
attention been called to it at the time, would have 
combaied the dicision of the Speaker, by which 
the latter portion was received. His point of order 
was, that as the whole of the petition came under 
the rule, a motion to lay on the table a part of it 
could not be entertained. 

After some debate of a conversational eharacter, 
the rule relating to the rejection of abolition papers 
was read, as follows: 

‘No petition, memorial, resolution, or other pa- 


per, praying the abolition of slavery in the District. 


of Columbia, or any State or Territory, or the slave 
trade between the States or Territories of the United 
States in which it now exists, shall be received by 
this Howe, or entertained in any way whatever.” 

Mr. WISE again urged his point of order, and 
contended that the whole cf the petition evidently 
came within the spirit of the rule. He conceived 
that the object of the rule was to dispose of all pa- 
pers tainted with this abominable heresy. 

The question then being taken on the motion of 
Mr. Buacx to reconsider the vote by which a par- 


tion of the petition had been laid on the table,itwas | 


decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Andrews, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd,Aaron V. Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, John Campbell, Car- 
roll, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coler, Connor, 
William R, Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crockett, Cress, 
Joha Davis, John W. Davis, Garrett Davis, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Dennis, Dellen, Earl, Eastman, 


Fisher, Galbraith, Garland, Geatry, Goggin, Gra- |} 


ham, Graves, Griffin, Hammond, Hawkins, Hill of 
Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph Jobnson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kihe, King, Lane, Leadbetter, Leet, Leo- 
nard, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McClure, 
McKay, Marchand, Miiler, Montgomery, Moore, 
Samuel W. Morris, Parish, Pope, Prentiss, Rey- 
no:ds, Rhett, Rives, Jas. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Albert Smith, Taomas Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, 
Stuart, Swearingen, Swency, Taliaferro, Philip F., 
Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
John B. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Vroom, 
Warren, Waiterson, Weller, John White, Jared 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 


“Rams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and Wor- 


thington—103, 


p 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Baker, Boardman, 
Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Casey, Chittenden, 
Cranston, Edward Davies, Doe, Edwards, Evans, 
Fillmore, Gates, Giddings, Granger, Hall, Henry, 
Haunt, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, Lin- 
coln, Meredith Mallory, Marvin, Calvary Morris, 
Morrow, Osborne, ‚Palen, Parmenter, Peck, Ran- 
dall, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, Simonton, Truman . Smith, Stark- 
weather, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Peter J. 
Wagner, Thomas W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
and Winthrop—5l. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. BLACK here rose and was about to sub- 
mit his motion for rejecting the whole of the me- 
morial, when 

Mr. ADAMS wished to make an observation. 

Mr. WISE, I claim the floor. 

Mr. BLACK. As the vote was reconsidered on 
my motion. Iam entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ADAMS. No, sir, I claim the floor. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
gentleman from Virginia had the floor. 

Mr. ADAMS. Bat I have the floor on a point of 
order which I desire to make. 

The SPEAKER then decided that as the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts rose to a point of order, 
he of course was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to say that as the 
vote to lay on the table had been reconsidered, 
his motion of reference of the whole subject would 
necessarily come up again for consideration. 

Mr. WISE again roce to ciaim the floor. 

Mr. ADAMS persisted in his claim to it, and 
was proceeding, when 

Mr. WISE, in a very loud tone, said he cared 
not what the gentleman from Massachusetts claim- 
ed, for he (Mr. W.) claimed the floor, and wished 
to inquire of the Cuar what it was that had been 
laid on the table, the vote on which has just been 
reconsidered. 

The SPEAKER informed him that it was that 
portion of the petition coming within the rules; and 
the question then pending was on the motion pre- 
viously made to lay it on the table. 

Afier some farther debate of a conversational 
character, and which, owing to the confusion which 
prevailed, could not be distinctly heard— 

Mr. CONNOR explained; that when the petition 
was presented by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, he (Mr. C.) was just taking his seat, and 
moved to lay on the table that portion which came 
within the rule; but he was afterwards convinced 
that the whole of the petition came within the rule, 
and he therefore now withdrew his motion to lay a 
part only on the table. 

Mr. BLACK having succeeded in getting the 


| floor, asked whether it would not now be in order 


for him to move the rejection of the whole of the 
petition. ; 

Mr. WISE. No, foritis already rejected under 
the rule. 

Mr. BLACK . said it was a mistake, for the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts to refer 
was still pending, and a motion had been made by 
some one to Jay a portion of the petition on the 
table, he cared not by whom, but— 

Mr. WISE. But the motion cannot be made, 
for it is already laid on the table, under the rule, 

Mr. BLACK wished to explain, when 

Mr. WISE persisted in urging his point of order, 
that the petition had already been laid on the table, 
under the standing rule of the House. 

Mr. BLACK said he wished to move tke rejec- 
tion of the whole of the petition, on the ground that 
a certain portion of it had been decided by the 
Speaker as not coming within the rale. If it should 
be permitted that petitions should be received, a 
part of which came within the rule and a part of 
which did not come within the rule, that would be 
nothing less than a fraud upon the House. He was, 
therefore, for rejecting the whole. 

Mr. WISE could not see how a motion to reject 
the whole could be in order; for one portion of the 
petition had already been rejected by the decision of 
the Chair. But he (Mr. W.) contended that no 
part of it ought to have been received. After some 
further remarks, Mr. W. said if the gentleman from 
Georgia would alter his motion so as to embrace 


only that part of the petition which the Speaker had 
decided could be received, he would go with him. 

Mr. ADAMS here rese, and in the course of 
some remarks, the whole of which the uproar did 
not..permit the Reporter to hear, denounced the 
standing rule of the House prohibiting the reception 
of Abolition papers, as an infamous and unconsti- 
tutional rule. 

Mr. GRAIG rose to a point of order. He con- 
tended that the question as it then stood was not 
debatable. 

Mr. ADAMS. No: only on ene side. 

Mr. CRAIG said the question, as it now stood, 
was precisely the same as if no vote had been 
taken on the original motion of Mr. Apams. 

Many members here attempted to speak at once, 
and much confusion prevailed. 

After order had been restored, 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
debate was not in order except on that portion of 
the petition which he conceived did not come with- 
in the rule. 

After some brief remarks from Messrs. WISE 
and BLACK— 

Mr. ADAMS again took the floor and said he 
had presented the whole of the petition, and so 
long as he had a voice in the House, he would con- 
tinue to present them. Mr. A. was proceeding to 
make some remarks in relation to the observations 
of Mr. Wise that “he would have combated the 
decision of the SreaKER, had his attention been 
called to the petition when presented,” when 

Mr. WISE called the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts to order for a disorderly expression. Mr. 
W. then stated what he understood the member to 
charge, viz: that he, Mr. W. had said he would 
have dictated to the Speaker. Such wag not the 
fact; as every gentleman on the floor knew that he 
had said no such thing. ~ ; 

Mr. ADAMS explained that he had not made 
such a charge. What he said was in relation to 
what the member from Virginia did, and not what 
the member said he would bave done. 

Mr. WISE denied that he ever said ne would 
have dictated to the Speaker, or that such was his 
intention. Mr. W. made some further observations 
which could not be distinét!y heard. 

Mr. ADAMS explained that the gentleman from 
Virginia had mistook his meaning. What he (Mr. 
A.) had reference to was the manner in which that 
gentleman usually addressed the Speaker. 

Mr. WISE said he regretted nothing so much a 
personal quarrel with the venerable gentleman 
trom Massachusetts; but he must be permitted to 
say that there was no man in the House more capa- 
ble of exhibiting dictatorial feelings than that gentle- 
man; aad he was now setting an example for the 
younger members, 

The SPEAKER, in reply to a questien from 
Mr. BLACK, decided that a motion to reject 
could apply only toso much of the petition as had 
been decided did not come under the rule. 

From this decision Mr. BLACK took an ap- 
peal, and contended that the petition could not 
be separated, for it was one and the same thing. 

Mr. B. then commenced reading the petition with 
a view of proving his proposition. 

Mr. ADAMS desired to inquire of the geutle- 
man whether it was in order to read that which 
the House had determined it would not receive. 

Mr. BLACK said he was reading the petiticn 
with a view of showing that the Speaker bad 
committed an unintentional error in not rejecting 
the whole. ; 

The SPEAKER observed that the reading of 
that portion of the petition which came within the 
rule, could not be read but by general consent. 

Mr. ADAMS said ihat unless the whole subject 
should be thrown open to debate, he would odj-ct. 
í The SPEAKER then remarked that, as objec- 
tion had been made, the gentleman from Georgia 
would not be in order in reading the petition. 

After some debate on this point between Messrs. 
BLACK, WISE, and CRAIG, the noise was so 
great that several members rose to order. 

Mr. WINTHROP ealled for order all over. 

Mr. BLACK again contended that one portion 
of the petition could not be rejected without the 
other; and- if one part was. received, so must the 
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other be. Besides, if this practice was to be adopt- 
ed, then thousands of petitions might be introduced 
into the House like so many fire brands, in defiance 
of any resoiution that might be adopted. 

The hour having now expired, the House pro- 
ceeded to the orders of the cay. 

And the bill authorizing the issue of 

TREASURY NOTES, 
being the special order, the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, Mr. Casey in the Chair, and resumed the 
consideration thereof. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON being entitled te 
the floor, proceeded at some length to criticise the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, and to give 
his views in relation. to the contemplated means of 
meeting any deficiency in the revenue. 

Mr. RHETT followed, and was about to show 
that there was uo need either cf a loan, or the im- 
position of a tariff on wines, silks, etc. as contended 
by some; but that the present biil would afford am- 
ple means for relieving the Treasury; when 

A motion that the committee rise, was made, and 
prevailed. 

So the committee rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Faipay, January 22, 1841. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the 
following reports: 

A report of the Secretary of War, made agree- 
ably to law, accompanied by statements of the ex- 
penditures for that Department during the year 
1840; and the balances rema‘ning in the Treasury 
at the close of the year. 

A report of the Secretary of War, exhibiting 
the numb-rof clerks in that Department during 
the year 1840, and the sum paid each. 

A report of the Secretary of War, made in com- 
pliance witha resolution of the Senate, sbowing 
the number and kind of United States troops sta- 
tioned on the Western frontier, from Fort Snelling 
to Fort Jesup. 

A report of the Secretary of the Navy, made 
agreeably to law, exhibiting a statement of the 
contracts made by the Commissioners of the Navy 
during the year 1840. 

The reports were severally laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
to George Johnson a pension, for a disability in- 
curred by him during the last war, while in the mi- 
litary service of the United States, and in the line of 
hi: daty. ; 

The resolution was agreed to; and the papers 
connected with the case were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial of ci- 
tizens of Claiberne county, Mississippi, praying 
the passage of a general bankrupt law; which was 
laid on the tabte. 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Eesolved, Thdt the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire in'o the expediency of 
abolishing imprisonment for debt within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of Capt. J. 
Throckmorton, reported a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Peter H. Greene, re- 
ported a bill for his relief, which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading, 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
io which was committed the petition of Caleb Eddy, 
reported a bill for his relief; which was read, and 


ordered to a second reading. 


The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of Samuel Mackey; 

The bill to extend the chatter of the Bank of 
Alexandria; and 


The bill to abolish the port of delivery and the: 


„ALT 


office of surveyor of the customs, at Currituck In 
let, North Carolina, es 
were severally read a third time, and passed... 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the - bill for the 
relief of Dsniel G. Skinner of Alabama was taken 
up, and considered as in committee. of the’whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third réading:~ 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. ; 

The following bills were taken up and considered 
as in committee of the whole, and ordered .:to. be 
engrossed for a third reading: SEEE 

The bill to provide for taking evidence in the 
District of Columbia and in the Territories-of* the 
United States, in certain cases. i 

The bill for the relief of the executor of Thomas 
Cooper, deceased. j 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Aaron Vail, deceased, late consul at: L'Orient. 

The bill to confirm claims to landsin the district 
between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers. : 

The bill for the relief of Charles Morgan, of 
Louisiana. z 

The bill for the relief of Charles Morgan. 

The bill to confirm certain Jand claims’ in: the 
Ouachita land district, in the State of Louisiana, 
being taken up, was, on motion by Mr. MOUTON, 
amended by adding to it : 

The bill confirming certain land claims in: Loui- 
siaha; end noun 

The bill to confirm certain Jand. claims in the 
Greensburg land district, State of Louisiana; and 
was then ordered to be engrossed for a'third« read. 


ing. : i 

The bill for the relief of Juan Belgar was taken 
up, and after a debate in which Messrs. MOUTON, 
LINN, and KING, advocated the bill, and Mr. 
CLAY, of Kentucky, opposed. acting on it at pre: 
sent, the bill was jaid on the table. : 
PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW, 

"Fhe bill to establish a permanent prospective pre: 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a leg cabin. thereon, was taken up, and hav- 
ing been read through, the question being on the 
motion of Mr. Carrrenpgn to recommit. the bill. 
with instructions to report a bill for the distributior 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public land: 
among the States, BE ag Pty Segal 

Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the- Senate, . a 
length, answering fully. and satisfactorily the 
charges of extravagance against the present Admi! 
mis‘ration made yesterday by Mr. CRITTENDEN. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN replied at length; and af 
ter some further remarks from Messrs. BUCHA 
NAN and CRITTENDEN, À 

Mr. CALHOUN obtained the floor, and afie 
some remarks on the subject of. Executive an 
party responsibility for extravagance in expendi 
ture, he announced bis intention of discussing thi 
subject before them—the distribution bill in.con 
nection with the protective system—but many Bs 
nators requesting him to yield to a motion for ad 
journment, he assented, 

And tae Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, January 22, 1841. 

Mr. BLACK inquired whether the first busines 
in order was not the appeal which . he took fron 
the decision of the Cain on yesterday, (who de 
cided “that so much of the petition as prays tha 
no new State may be admitted into the Union, th 
Constitution of which may tolerate slavery, di 
not come within the prohibition of the rule, an 
that, therefore, that part of the petition has bee! 
received,”) ; BA . 

The SPEAKER replying in. the negative, 

Mr. BLACK moved to suspend the rules, í 
order that the unfinished business of the mornin 
hour of yesterday might be disposed of, 

Mr. J. W. JONES hoped that the motion woul 
not prevail, and that the House would proceed t 
tke consideration. of the special order, viz: th 
Treasury note bill. 

Mr. BLACK then submitted his motion in. wri 
ing, that the morning hour be appropriated to th 
disposition of the appeal which he. took on yeste: 
day from.the decision of the Cmam relative to th 
reception of certain petitions then presented... 

Mr. ADAMS said that he understood this to P 
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a motion to resume the presentation of petitions. 

He had a bundle of petitions, and wanted to get rid 

of them; and he knew that that was the case with 

the:gentlemah [Mr. Carr] who asked to present pe- 

-titions yesterday, to which he (Mr. A) objected, 
` because petitions were not called for in order. 

The question was taken on the motion to sus- 
pend the rules, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. J. W. JONES then moved that the House 
go into Committee of the Whole on the Treasury 
Note biil- 

Mr.:RUSSELL said that as this was the day 
appropriated by the rules to the consideration of 
private. business, he would move to suspend the 
special order until Monday next, for the purpose 
of taking up the private calendar. 

But the motion of Mr. JONES having prece- 
dence, the question was taken thereon by yeas and 
nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron 
V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 
O. Butler, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Connor, William R. Cooper, 
Crabb, Crary, Cross, John Davis, John W. Davis, 
Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Ear!, Eastman, 
Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, 
Gerry, Graham, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Hillen, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hubbard, Joseph Johnson. Cave Jchnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Meredith Mallory, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel 
W. Morris; Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Pickens, Reynolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, 

. F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Vanderpoel, 
Vroom, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry 
Williams, Lewis Williams, and Wise—104. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Barnard, 
Bond, Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbell, Chinn, Chit- 
tenden, James Cooper, Cranston, Creckett, Cartis, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, Garrett Davis, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dennis, Everett, Fillmore, Garland, 
Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Granger, Green, 
Habersham, Hall, Henry, Hill of Va. Hoffman, 
Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wm. 
Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lane, Lincoln, 
McCarty, Francis Mallory, Marvin, Monroe, 
Moore, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Osborne, Peck, 
Pope, Proffit, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tripi; Trumbull, Warren, and Jonh Whkite— 


So the House determined to resolve itfelf/into a 

Committee of the Whole on the La 
TREASURY NOTE BILL, Y 

and accordingly resumed the consideration thereof, 

(Mr. Cassy inthe chair ) 

Mr. RHETT being entitled to the floor, resumed 
his remarks from yesterday, in which he had com- 
menced an argument to show that neither a loan 
of ten millions, nor a new tarif on silks, ete. would 
be necessary; but that the present bill would fur- 
nish ample means for relieving the Treasury. 

Mr. R. proceeded to controvert the arguments of 
Mr. Evans, in relation to the amount of expendi- 
tures chargeable on the present year. He adverted 
to the item referred to by Mr. E. of two and a half 
millions chargeable upon 1841, for the forces in 
Florida. Now, he, Mr. R. contended that the 
charge had not yet arisen, nor would it arise, un- 
less Congress should pass the bill, authorizing the 
enlistment of 1500 mounted men and 500 foot. 

Mr. EVANS explainetl that this charge had al- 
ready been incurred, and was designed chiefly for 
the pay of two-thousand militia, called into the re- 
gular. service in Florida, under the law authorizing 
the acceptance of the services of militia for three 
months.’ These men, he- urged, had been thus en- 
gaged from three-mionths:to three months, and it 
was for the payment of forces already taken into 
the service that the money was due. 

Mr. RHETT was. understood. to maintain that 

here was nothing in the estimdles-to show that 


these militia were now in the service, and for all-he 
or the gentleman knew, they might have been dis- 
panded. Mr. R. contended that, however that 
might be, the item for the Florida war was not ne- 
cessarily a portion of the expenditure for the pre- 
sint year. For, as the present Administration 
went out of power on the 4th of March, it was not 
certain that the next Administration would conti- 
nue that. war. So thus it did not necessarily fol- 
low that this item should be charged upon the ex- 
penditures of 1841, as urged by the member from 
Maine. 

Mr. R. then proceeded to vindicate the Secretary 
of the Treasury in the views that officer had taken 
in respect to the appropriations for the present 
year, and the unexpended balances of former ap- 
propriations. : : 

As regarded an assertion that a million of 
dollars for the Post Office would be chargeable on 
the expenditures of 1841, Mr. R. contended that 
such would not be the fact. He read extracts from 
the report of the Postmaster General, to show that 
although the Department might eecassonally re- 
quire a temporary assistance, yet, upon the whole, 
it was capable of maintaining itself from its own 
resources. 

Having adverted to the great amounts set down 
in the estimates for the Florida war, the navy pen- 
sion fund, ete. which could not be strictly charge- 
able to the expenditures until actually required, and 
passed upon by Congress, Mr. R. next proceeded to re- 
view the means calculated upon by the Secretary of 
the Treasury for meeting the engagements of Go- 
vernment for the present year, and which he main- 
tained would te mrst ample. 

Mr. R. said he could not help but notice the 
inconsistency of the opponents of the present Ad- 
ministration. For when he- first took his seat on 
that floor, the cry of those gentlemen was “retrench- 
ment,” “retrenckment,” and they were blaming the 
Administration for alleged extravagance. But 
how was it now? Why, they had turned round and 
were at this time loud in their denunciations against 
the Administration for meanness and parsimony. 
He, Mr. R. if he did not mistake the signs of the 
times, thought he foresaw, as soon as the new Ad- 
ministration should come into power, that the coun- 
try would be deluged with a full ude of extrava- 
gance. 

Mr. R. after some further remarks in relation to 
the course he anticipated the next Administration 
would pursue, proceeded to combat the idea enter- 
tained by some, that a tax upon luxuries would 
not diminish their consumption. He admitted, 
however, that a tax upon necessaries would have 
that effect, as the case of the poor English laborer 
proved, when at least two-thirds of his hard earn- 
inss were taken by taxalion. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON said, if the gentleman 
referred to his remarks on yesterday, he would ex- 
plain what he meant. It was that wines and silks, 
being articles of luxury, were consumed by the 
rich; and, so faras they were concerned, an ad- 
vance of price would furnish an additional recom- 
mendation for their use, instead of diminishing the 
consumption. 

Mr. RHETT preceeded, and went into a lorg 
argument to show how injuriously a tariff on silk 
would affect the commerce between the Eastern 
Siates and France. He contended that if this 
commerce shall be interrupted in any degree, it 
must necessarily operate injuriously upon the 
South; for, if the French people could not send 
their silks in return for the millions of the raw ma- 
terial of cotton imported by them from this coun- 
try, how could itdo otherwise than affect the in- 
terests of the cotton growers. Ifa duty should be 
laid upon the French silks, how could they pay for 
the seventeen millions of exported cotton? By 
placing a duty on silks, would any gentleman un- 
denake to say that it would not diminish the value 
of cotton? © 

A tax upen imports would always effects the 
exports of a country, and if the views of those gen- 
tlemen in favor of laying a tariff on silk should be 
carried out, the effect must necessarily be to ‘reduce 
the price of that staple by which the commerce was 
carried on. For it would be admitted by all, that 
cotton was,-in fact, the earrency with which the 


whole commerce of this country was carried on; 
and ifa tex should be laid on what that cotton 
brought into the country, .it must necessarily de- 
range the prices of it? > F 

Mr. R. then proceeded to argue that, in the first 
place, there existed no necessity for raising any ad- 
ditional means; and if there did, there was no neces- 
sity for raising it on this particular article, silk. 

Until yesterday he had been utterly at loss to con- 
ceive why this project of laying a daty on silk had 
been introduc'd. But from the remarks of an 
honorable Senator he now comprehended the drift. 
It appeared that the revenue from this source was 
to supply the deficiency which would arise ,from 
the contemplated distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands. Here the mystery was explained. 
He now understood it well, and in that case there 
would be a necessity for some such measure. But 
in the present condition of the Treasury, there was 
no eall for it. 

Mr. R. then gave, at some length, his views in 
relation to the compromise act, its intent and cha- 
racter. He controverted the argument assumed 
yesterday by his colleague from South Carolina, 
(Mr. W. 'Fuempson,] that that act was a perma- 
nent arragemen‘'—a settled principle of action be- 
yond the day assigned by the Hmitation on the face 
of it. Once, indeed—taking his views rather from 
the speeches of honorable gentlemen than from a 
close scrutiny of the act itself—he had been under 
the impression that it was permanent. Such, how- 
ever, was rot his opinion now. So far from re- 
garding it as fixing a permanent and illimitable 
principle, he declared his conviction that it did not 
live one day beyond the Gih of March, 1842; and 
that, after that day, not a single dollar could be 
collected from customs under its provisions. He 
believed the law to be unconstitutional, and he did 
not regard it as binding upon him. These views 
Mr. R. discu:sed at great length. 

In conclusion, he expressed the opinion that the 
tariff question ought not to be touched now—that it 
should lie over to the next session of Congress, 
when there ought to be a general re-medelling of 
duties. The proper coure was, to let the in-com- 
ing administration take up that question, and give 
us their project in regard to it, if they had any. 
Sufficient means would, in the interim, be found 
in the Treasury to answer all their purposes during 
the year 1841. 

He dec'ared his intention to give a fair and ho- 
nest chance to the administration of General Har- 
rison. No man had ever heard him (Mr. R.) speak 
speak disrespecifully of that gentleman. And he 
now avowed that if General Harrison, in the course 
of policy he might mark out, should stand upon 
the great Repubiican principles of 98 and 99, he 
(Mr. R.) would give him his hearty support. But 
if he trod in the path of the Federalists’ of 
89-—if he advocated a National Bank—the throw- 
ing open of the public purse to extravagant expen- 
ditures—and the consolidation of this Government 
in its several branches—he (Mr. R.) would oppose 
his administration, feeble as his opposition might 
be, to the utmost extent of his power. 

Mr. NISBET was not'prepared to say whether 
or not he would vote forthe bill now before. the 
House. He did not know whether the necessity 
for the measure was as pressing and urgent as has 
been represented. But there were other questions 
besides this. The tarif bad been alluded to. Now, 
he (Mr. N.) was not the advocate of a tariff for 
protection; if he were, he would belie his consti- 
tuents who senthim here. He had heard from 
his infancy that it was unjust in its character and 
destructive to the permanency of the Confederacy, 
and he hoped he would never change his opinion 
in regard to that subject. 

Mr. N. contended that the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. R.] in relation 
to protective duties, was quite foreign to the sub- 
ject under debate, and had not been called out by 
any remarks previously made. Mr. N. then pro- 
ceeded to argue that unless the proposed duty on 
silks amounted to a prohibition of that article, then 
the argument of the gentleman amounted to noth- 
ing. And the question was, whether the. proposed 
duty of 20 per cent. would amount to a prohibi- 
tion, But, for his part, he disclaimed all prohibi- 


tory. duties, and if, when he came to vote on the 
imposition of any duties, he imagined they would 
operate as. such, he would vote against them. 

Mr. N. remarked that there was a particular kind 
of .cotton imported for this country by the French, 
and from which they manufactured their rich laces 
and muslins so extensively used here. .So that in 
case of a tariff on silk, we should, in those articles, 
consume an equal portion of our own cotton manu- 
factured by the French themselves. 

Mr. N. went on to say that there were 
but three sources of revenue; Firs', the public 
lands; second, from direct taxation; and third, by 
imposts on importations. -As for the publie lands, 
it appeared very litle reliance was to be placed on 
that source, for all classes of politicians were ma- 
king propositions for yielding the proceeds to the 
States. These lands were. nothing but a bone of 
contention—a political football, bandied about 
first by one party and than the other. 

As for direct taxation, the recorded wisdom of 
ages had proved that no plan was more odious or 
more unequal in its operation. The public mind 
disowned it, and the sympathies of the Unicn were 
against it, 

Then the raising of revenue from imports was 
by far the more reasonable, and he hoped that the 
coming Administration would announce now, 
through their accredited organs, that if money 
should be wanted, they would raise it through the 
provisions of the compromise act. 

After a very glowing appeal m behalf of the 
poorer classes of this country, and the justice of tax 
ing the rich in all cases where taxes were required at 
all, Mr. N., recapitulated the three points of his 
speech, viz: first, that he would vote for no reve- 
nue but what the wants of the Government re- 
quired. Second, that the fact of the Government 
wanting money being conceded, they had better 
raise it under the provisions of the compromise act 
of 1833; and third, when they Jaid any impests, 
let them be so light as not materially to affect the 
importations, and not to exceed the wants of the 
Government. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi next obtained 
the floor, but, without proceeding, he gave way to 
a motion that the committee rise, which pre- 
vailed. 

So the committee rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit agair. 

Mr. EVERETT offered the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before the House a statement of the 
different articles imported which are now subject 
to duty at a less rate than twenty per cent. ad va- 
lorem, the value of such articles, and the rate per 
cent. and amount of said duties, based on the im- 
ports of 1838. 

Before any question was taken cn the resolution, 

Mr. GRIFFIN moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. CARR called for the yeas and nays. 

But they were not ordered. 

And the House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 


Sarurpay, January 23, 1841. j 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of the 
Board of Underwriters of the city of New York, re- 
monstrating against the repeal of the. pilot law of 
1837; which, asa bill has been reported, was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Wayne county, New York, praying for the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt law; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of citizens 
of New York, remonstrating against the passage of 
a general bankrupt law; which was ordered to be 
printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. W. also presented two memorials of citizens 
of New York, praying that-if Congress deem it ex- 
pedieat to pass any general bankrupt law, banks 
and trading incorporations may be included therein; 
which were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. ae f 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on the Con- 
tingent Expenses, to which was referred the me- 
morial of the watchman of the Executive Depart- 
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ments, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a joint resolution authorizmg 


sets of the standard weights and. measures tobe- 


furnished tothe War Departmest; which was read, 
and on motion of Mr. N. it was read a second time, 
considered as in committee of the whole, and or- 
edred to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Commi'tee oun Commerce, 
reported a bill for the relief of Robert Roberts; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the memorial 
of Isaac Welborn; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, 

Mr. WEBSTER prezented two memorials, from 
citizens cf Obio, and from citizens of Mississippi, 
praying the passage of a general bankrupt law; 
which were Jaid on the table, 

Mr. DIXON presented a memorial of persons 
engaged in ravigation by steam vessels, praving 
for a ‘modification of the law of July 7, 1833; 
which was ordered to be printed, and laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. WHITE presented resolutions of the Le- 
gistature of Indiana in favor of restricting the eli- 
gibility of the Executive to a single term; whieh 
were read, ordered to be printed, and laid upon the 
tab'e. 


On motion by Mr. ROANE, the papers in the | 


case of Mrs. Vance were permitted to be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senat>. 
MINERAL LANDS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. WALKER said he had received from the ` 


War Department the report of Dc. King, the 
agent of the United States for the Lead Mines. 
This was a report of great research and uncommon 
ability. It related to the manner of disposing 
of oor mineral laads, and to the development of the 
resourecs cf the mineral region. This subject had 
heretofcre been referred by the Senate to the Com- 
mittee on Pablie Lands, and he had reported a bill 
for the sale of these lands, which had received the 
sanction of the Senate. The subject was one of 
the greatest interest. The mineral region of Mis- 
souri and of the Northwest,was already ascertained 
to exceed the entire area of the great State of Penn- 
sylvania; and by the more recent explorations of 
these most talented geologists, Dr. Owen and Col. 
Nicolet, in addition to those of Dr. King, this 
entire mineral region was believed to exceed the su- 
perficies of the two largest States of the Union. 
I: was the most fertile in soil, as well as the 
richest and most extensive mineral region in the 
world. Among other valuab!e minerais jin this 
great region, were iron, lead, copper and zinc. 
In lead, the quantity produced hai avg- 
mented from 335,000 pounds in 1823, to 
33,000,000 of poundsiin 1839; worth, at New York, 
$1.569,600. We had thus risen in less than a 
quarter ofa century, from nothing to the third on 
the list of the nations which produced lead; and at 
the same ratio of ausmeniaticn, we should, in 
twenty years, stand at the head of the list, when 
it was hoped we might, as we now- do, not only 
supply oar own market, but that lead would be- 
come alarge article of export. As to copper, the 
importance was sti!l greater. Our imports of còp- 
per in 1839 amounted to within a small fraction of 
$2,000,000. When we considered copper, not on- 
ly as a coin for small change, but its many valua- 

le uses in manufsctures, the importance of the 
subject would be perceived. To specify no others, 
the ameunt of copper used in boilers on steam 
cars, and for steamboats on the lakes, rivers and 
ocean, was very great, and increasing every day; 
and transportation by steam upon the land, 
and navigation by steam on the water, toa 
great extent, depended on the use of this valuable 
mineral. As connected with steam vessels for the 
navy, the subject was one of the highest national 
importance, conn:c'ed intimately with the honor 
and defence of the country... The copper region of 
the United Siates was believed to be richer and 
more extensive than in any other part of the world. 
The mining and smelting of this mineral in our 
country had but recently commenced, but under 
such circumstances as to promise the most auspi- 


cious results. The development of cur mineral fe- j 


i dering on the Rio del Norte. 


sources in this whole great region, depended chiefy: 
upon improvements—first in mining, secondly in- 
smelting, and thirdly in the manner’ of disposing of 
the mineral lands; and it was to this Jast subject o 
that he desired to call the attention of. ‘the Senate, 
and upon which very much depended,:and which: > 
he hoped would be finally adjusted at the next:ses<:- 
sion, after full and mature deliberation. Mr- 
Wa cer said he would only at present move the 
printing of th's valsable report, and of five hune 
dred additional copies for the use of the Senate, 

Mr. LINN expressed the pleasure ke felt atthe 
introduction of the document. {t was certainly a 
matter of vast importance to the country generally 
to have the mineral lands disposed of, and the 
sooner it was effected the better, So long as these 
jands remained the property ofthe Government, 
litle woutd be realized from them. He consi- 
dered it the worst policy in the world for the Go- 
vernmeni to hold on for the mere purpose of ob- 
taining a trifling rent. If they were put up for 
sale, individual enterpiise and capital would go to 
work in devoloping the mighty resources’ of the 
West. The people of the Eastern and Middle sec- ` 
tions of this country did not appear to have any 
adequate idea cf the great magnitude of the mineral ..“ 
wealth cf the West. Why (said Mre L.). the 
mineral region of copper, lead, zinc, manganese, 
ete. extends from [ale Superior -until it falls off 
into the lower altitudes of a portion of the States. - 
of Illinois, Missouri, and the Territory of Wiskon-..., 
san and Iowa, where the vast Coal fields and salt: : 
formations commence from the banks of the Ohio 
to the foot of the spurs of the Rocky Mountains, 
where you again ascend from this great basin into. 
the Ozark chainof hiils. It again commences on. 
the boiders of the Mississippi and Missouri, taking 
as uthwestern direction, enabling you to trace the’. 
chain through the country of the Keoways, and a 
portion of the country occupied by the wandering 
Ceamanches, where it unites with the mountains bor - 
Throughout this vast 
extent are scattered mineral wealth, inexhaustible in 
quantity, whole mountains of iron ore, etc. At this. 
time, England is the greatest lead country in the 
world, producing annually 100,000,000. pounds, 
while the rest of Europe did not produce more than 
50,000,000. In seventeen years the United States had 
raised from 6,000,000 to 30,000,000. What, with. 
such boundless resources, might not be anticipated 
in seventeen more? He left for those to answer 
who could form a proper estimate of this region of 
country. 

Mr. WALKER said he would, atthe next ses- 
sion, most cheerfully cc-cperate with his friend, 
he Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Linn] in ‘devising: 
a system forthe sale of the mineral lands, and he- 
most heartily concurred with that Senator in the 
opinion that these lands should be sold, and not 
leased, and that in the sale the development of the 
mineral region was ves ly more important than the 
revenue from the sales; for as to leasing, the nett 
revenue was little or nothing. The lands must be 
in the hands, not of lessees, but of proprictors, in 
order to augment the amount of mineral. In the 
hands of lessees, we should have little morejthan 
those scrapings of the surface of the soil called 
diggings, which had so extensively prevailed in this 
region, the power of steam and of the accompany- 
ing and improved machinery, never having been 
employed here, as Mr. W. believed, but in a single ~~ 
instance. r ice 

The motion to print was then agreed to. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy com- 
municate to the Senate a statement of the cost of 
building, in materials and labor respectively, of the 
ships of the line Columbus, Ohio, Delaware, and 
North Carolina; the frigates United States, Consti- 
tution, Potomac, and Brandywine; the sloops of 
war John Adams, Boston, Lexington, Vincennes, 
Warren, Natchez, Falmouth, Fairfield, Vandalia, 
St. Louis, and Concerd; the brigs Porpoise, Dol 
phin, Pioneer, and Consort; the schooners’ Grai- 
pus, Shark, Enterprise, and Boxer, and the steam- 


‘ship Falton; and the periods at which those vessels - 


were respectively built. Also, the number of times 
each of those vessels have been repaired; where sq: 


120: 


repaired, and the cost of repairing each, both in 
materialis and labor. Also, the first cost of the 
schooners Pilot and Active, the cost of repairs of 
ihe same, and the sums for which the- said schoo- 
ners were sold. Also, the cost of the several navy 
and dock yards, including the sites, the cost of the 
buildings and fixtures at each, and the repairs of 


the same. 
BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were read a third time and 

assed: 

The bill to provide for taking evidence in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and in the Territories of the United 
States, ia certain cases. 

The biil for the relief of the executor of Thomas 
Cooper, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of the legal repre- 


sentatives of Aaron Vail, deceased, late consul at } 


L'Orient. - 

The bill to confirm claims to lands in the district 
between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers. 

The biil for the relief of Charles Morgan, of 
Louisiana. 

The bill for the relief of Charles Morgan. 

The bill confirming certain land claims in 
Louisiana. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pub- 
lic lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log cabin thereon, was taking up, and 
having been read through, the question being on 
the motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN to recommit the 
bill, with instructions to report a bill for the distri- 
bution of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands among the States. 

Mr. CALHOUN addressed the Senale at much 
length on the distribution bill, the tariff policy, &c. 
and was replied to by Mr. WEBSTER, 

After some further remarks by Messrs. CAL- 
HOUN and WEBSTER, 

Mr. ALLEN obtained the floor, but yielded to a 
motion for adjournment, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, January 23, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, and 
proceed to the special order of the day. 

Mr. FILLMORE. hoped the gentleman would 
give way, to enable him to report a bill from the 
Committee of Elections, regulating the taking testi- 
mony in cases of contested elections, and for other 
purposes. 

w Mr. JONES said he would do so, provided the 
bill would not take up the morning hour, 

Mr. CARR would object, unless all shou!d have 
an opportunity of presenting their petitions. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the bill was a matter of 
vast importance, and would prove highly benefi- 
cial hereafter; and therefore he hoped no objection 
would be made to its consideration. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to suspend the rule; 
but the motion did not prevail. 

Mr. RUSSELL remarked that, as this was the 
day set apart for the consideration of private busi- 
ness, he hoped there would not be a solitary objec- 
tion to pustponing the bill before the House until 
Monday, and preceed now to the reception of pe- 
titions. 

The objection not being withdrawn, 

Mr. RUSSELL ealled for the yeas and nays; but 

The motion of: Mr. Jones having precedence, 
the queation was taken thereon, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casry 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
bill authorizing the issue of 

í TREASURY NOTES. 

“Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, being entitled 
to the floor, after some preliminary remarks, pro- 
ceeded to say that he should support the preseat 
measure before ihe committee, and oppose all 
others, He believed the sum asked for by the bill 
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‘would be more than sufficient Yo meet the waats of 
the Treasury. } ies 

After shzwing the fallacy. $f the constitutional 
objections raised by some gentleman toAhe issue of 
Treasury notes, he went on ito show how much 
more beneficial their issue would Be to our own 
people, whereas a loan would benefit foreign capi- 
talists. In reply to the objections in relation to the 
notes being bills of credit, he quoted the definition 
of Chief Justice. Marshall of a bill of credit, and 
showed that the objection could not apply. - These 
notes now asked for, were not intended as money, 
but merely to raise money. And if Congress had 
not the power to issue them, neitherhad it the power 
to issue bonds or script. 

Having satisfied hisowa mind of the constitu. 
tionally of this measure, Mr. T. {proceeded to say 
that it had been clearly demonstrated by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] on yester- 
day, that five millions would be enough, and even 
more than would be wanted. » 

But he could not help being amused at the dif- 
ferent conclusions to which gentlemen of the Oppo- 
sition had come. 

In the first place, the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Barnarp] had put down the anticipated de- 
ficiency at about seven or eight millions of dollars. 
Next came the gentleman from Maine, who ar- 
rived at a different conclusion. Then followed 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. BELL,] who 
prophesied that the deficiency would be ten, twelve, 
or very like fifteen millions. For his own part he 
was unwilling to go into the various calculations 
of the gentlemen, although he could not but be 
amused at their various conclusions. 

Last year the Secretary of the Treasury deviated 
only two millions in the amount of the estimates; 
and considering the fluctuation of trade and other 
causes, that was tolerably accurate. And if the Sz- 
cretary should deviate bat two millions, in his esti- 
mates for the coming year, than the means now 
asked for, would afford ample means for carrying 
on the Government. 

But here was the grand secret. Here was the 
main spring of this movement for higher expendi- 
tures. Gentlemen of the Opposition were desirous 
of coming toa sudden conclusion that an extra 
session must be called. This was the secret spring 
of action on this matter. 

The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Bett} had 
a wonderful talent for figures; but on referring to 
the speech of the gentleman in 1837, when advo- 
cating a deposite of the surplus revenue with the 
States, he stated that there was no question but that 
atthe endof the year, the surplus revenue would 
amount to between ten and twelve millions of dol- 
lars. But now look at his quo animo. At that 
time the gentleman was desirous to make the sur- 
plus revenue appear as large as possible; but now 
it was his aim to make it appear as small as possi- 
ble. 

As regarded the calculations of the gentleman 


that there would be a deficiency of between ten and | 


fifteen millions at the the enlof the present year, 
he Mr. T. believed them all uncertain. They de- 
pended on a variety of causes beyond the reach of 
human foresight, such as the fluctuations in trade, 
commerce, and other matters, when no one could 
foresee the result. 

Mr. T. then recapitulated the statements of the 
Secretary cf the Treasury in relation to the receipts 
and expenditures for the present year, and said that 
were the present Administration to continue in 
power, so well satisfied was he of those estimates 
in the report, thathe would not go for more than 
three millions instead of five millions of Treasury 
notes. But, as an adverse Administration was 
about to come into power, he was willing to give 
them two millions more than was necessary. 


Mr. T. next proceeded to notice the glaring in- 
consistency of the Opposition in their charges 
against the Administration within the space of the 
last twelve months only. For, said he, the party 
with whom I act are now charged with “mean par- 
simony;” not more than one year ago, on this floor, 
we were charged with reckless extravagance, and 
the cry was echoed and re-echoed from one end of 
the country to the other. 

He was willing to admit that, in his own opinion, 


the expenditures of the Government before that 
time had been too large; but what he always con- 
tended for was, that the Congress of the United 
States ought to be treated precisely as a father ought 
to treat a spoiled boy at college. -And what was 
that way? Why, to cut down the supplies. 

Now the supplies were cut down by the necessa- 
ry operations of trade; and during the whole reign 
of the present Administration, ihe taxes had been 
taken off the people. But now, under the operation 
of thet system, there was no money in the Trea- 
sury. Were they, however, to blame the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury? Certainly not; for, on the 
contrary, that officer deserved the thanks of the 
people. 

Mr. T. asa further and most striking illustra- 
tion of his charge of inconsistency, adverted to the 
outpouring of Mr. Oaix, last summer, in relation 
to the furniture of the President's House. That 
document, said Mr. T. was circulated through Mis- 
sissippi, and to the remotest part of this Union; and 
according to it, the furniture was “gorgeous,” 
“regal,” “princely,” etc, and far too good for any 
Republican. But we were now told by the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Barnarp] in substance, 
that the furniture of this same White House was 
unfit for the place, unsuitable for a gentleman, and 
that it ought to be sold, and new furniture of 
American manufacture purchased in its stead ! 

Now, continued Mr. T. would the country sub- 
mit to such inconsisteacy? Would the peo- 
ple suffer the gentleman to blow hot and cold 
in the same§breath? Last year this furniture was 
cried down from one end of the country to the 
other, as “regal,” “splendid,” etc. and too rich for 
any Democratic citizen in this country; but now 
the same party were about to take a man from his 
log cabin, and sell out the same rich furniture as 
unsuitable for a gentleman, and to refit. the whole. 

Mr. T. then exprsed, with some severity, the 
unfound:d charges in relation to the Choctaw In- 
dians. He was surprised at the charge that the 
payment of these Indians had been postponed for 
the purpose of meeting the expenditures of 1841. 
The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. BELL] might 
rest assured that full justice would be done to the 
Choctaws. But there was another fact in relation 
to the payment of these Indians, When paid, they 
were not to be paid in money, but in land. So 
the argument of the gentleman amounted to no- 
thing. : 

A more extended report of the remarks of Mr. 
Tuomeson is in course of preparation. ; 


Mr. LANE said that he did not intend to argue 
the question before the House as a Harrison man 
ora Van Buren man, but as a man who had a 
country to serve. He tock it for granted that there 
was a deficit in the Treasury, and there must con- 
linue to be, unless some remedy should be adopted 
to supply it. He regarded the deficit not tempora- 
ry, but permanent, and was opposed to the expe- 
dient of Treasury notes, which he considered to 
be bills of credit, and interdicted by the Con- 
stitution. But even if it were constitutional 
to issue them, it would be better to resort to a di- 
rect loan to supply the deficit; which, in his opi- 
nión, was caused by the paralyzing influence of the 
Independent Treasury. 

Mr. L. replied at some length to the remarks 
of Mr. Tuompson, expressing his opinion that 
a Bank of the United States was constitu- 
tional, and said that whenever an oppertu- 
nity should be presented, he would vote for one. 
He would vote in favor of distributing the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands among the ‘several 
Siates, and also vote for levying duties on imposts 
for the purpose of revenue, but not for proteetion, 
although he believed Congress had the constitutional 
power to do so. 

Mr. L. concluded by saying that what was right 
to be done, ought to be done openly and directly, 
and not indirectly and covertly; and he was, there- 
ee in favor of raising ten millions by a direct 
oan. 

Mr DUNCAN then obtained the floor, and was 
proceeding in his remarks; when, : 

On motion, the committee rose, reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again. i 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the House now 
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read for information as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before the House a statemeat of the | 
different articles imported which are now subject |: 
to duty at a less rate then twenty per cent. ad vie | 
lorem, the value of such articles, and the rate yer | 
cent. and amount of said duties, based on the im- | 
port of 1838. : ; i 

Objection being made, 

Mr. EVERETT called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House adjourn, and | 
thereupon called for the yeas and navs; which were ; 
ordered, and were—yeas 41, nays 47. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
EVERETT, 

But, finding itself without a quorum, 

The House adjourned. 


take up his resolution, which,-on yesterday, was | 
i 
i 


IN SENATE. 
{Mownpay, January 25, 1841. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the following report 
and resolutions of the Legislature of South Caro- 
lina upon Federal relations; which were read: 

In tHe House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 18, 1840. 

The Committee on Federal Relations, to whom 
was referred so much of the message of his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, No. 1, as relates to the elec- 
tion of President of the United States, in the con- 
struction of the Constitution, and the future arrange- 
ments as to the tariff of duties on imports, have 
had the same under consideration, and the subject 
may be divided and considered under the following 
heads: : 

Ist. The propriety of South Carolina uniting in ; 
the election of President and Vice President, espe- 
cially when, by so doing, she will give expression 
to her true principles. 

Qd. The causes which have led to the overthrow 
of the administration of Mr. Van Buren, whose po- 
licy and avowed principles of action are in accord- 
ance with the doctrines maintained by this State. 
This head will properly embrace an inquiry into 
the pecuniary embarrassments which have induced | 
the psople to lend a willing ear to those misrepre- - 
gentations which have contributed to the success of , 
the Opposition. The policy and constitutionality of ; 
a bank, chartered by the United States: The causes | 
of that combination of the different elements, which | 
united to produce a change of administration: 
This discordant character of those elements: The 
security which the avowed policy of the Adminis- 
tration afforded to the peculiar interests and institu- . 
tions of the South;. and the strange delusion which 
has distracied so many of the Southern States, 
and led them to unite and make common cause | 
with parties, whose avowed principles are at war | 
with the best interests of the South: And; lastly, | 
the confident expectation, that a development of ! 
the inconsistent interests and views of this coali- | 
tion, will in the end vindicate the wisdom and po- | 
liey of the Democratic Administration. * 

3d. The growing corruption of our Federal 
elections. 

4th. The resolutions from Connecticut, relating | 
to a tariff of protection. 

Upon the first matter, your committee concur 
with his Excellency, that every State in the Union 
is bound to unite in the Federal elections, without 
regard to the fact, whether the successful candidate 
agrees with us or not, for candidates can always, 
be.found, whose principles and character wiil well 
merit such ao expression of approval; and the con- 
duct.of the State, at the present session, has illus- 
trated the propriety of such a course. f 

Second. The complicated difficulties which em- | 
barrass our monetary affairs, arise from the per- 
version of banks to parposes wholly incompatible | 
with a sound circulation, and an utter disre- | 
gard to the elementary principles of banking. No . 
idea is more fallacious than the: belief that an 
abundant circulating medium increases the real 
value of property. The kindly fruits of the earth, 
and human labor, bestowed in* adopting. materials 
in their original state to the use of man, are the | 
only sources of wealth; and trade, or commerce, 
consists simply in exchange of them, Barter. is 


i 


rendered more convenient by fixing on some one 
article of exchange as an universal property, ex- 
changeable for every other, and this is called mo- 
ney. Gold and silver have, by general consent, 
become that. universal property, so that he who 
has it, may exchange it for whatever other proper- 
ty he wants. Thus, if aman has anox to spare, 
and wants a horse, he sells hisox for gold or silver, 
and then he exchanges that for a horse. 
trade and the use of money. It is clear then, that 
money must be itself valuable. It cos's labor to 
procure it. Itis useful for furniture and the arts. 
So that money only facilitates barter, by being ex- 
changeable for all articles. No more money then 
is needed, than is sufficient for that purpose, and to 
thus facilitate all the exchanges of a community. 
Wherever a country has more money than its ex- 
changes require, it will find its way abroad, to be 
exchanged for other property. A bank nute is 
not money: it has no value. Money can be used 
—you can convert a dollar into a silver spoon 
—~but you can make nothing out of a five dollar 
bill. Like every other promissory note, its va- 
lue depends upon the fact, that the bank which 
made it has the ability to redeem its promise, by 
exchanging it for coin when required. It follows, 
then, an increase of bank paper is not an increase 
of money, and when more is used than the bank 
has means to redeem, the bills become depreciated, 


It is not rue, than an abundance of paper money 


raises the value of proparty. Itis a mere decep- 
tion. It only makes paper money cheap. The 
actual exchanges of a country require a given 
amcuat of money; and when banks issue their pa- 
per only on real transactions, founded on an actual 
exchange of property, there will be no redundance 
of cireniation, and property will retain its natural 
value; hut when the banks lend their notes on mere 


accommodation paper, they are not represented by | 


actual value, and thus swell the circulation, and 
give a fictitious value to property. This caused all 
the derangement of our circulating medium. 
Banks loaned money, or rather their promises to 
pay money, when no real exchange had taken 
place, and consequentiy their notes being more 
abundant than the actual business of the country 
required, depreciated exactly in the ratio of the sur- 
pus. Men supposed they were richer because 
they received more for their property in these 
notes, Suppose bank notes to be ten per cent. be- 
low gold and silver, and two men cach have a 
thousand bushels of wheat to sei]; one sells bis for 
a dollar a bushel, and gets bank notes in payment; 
the other sells his for ninety cents and gets specie. 
I: is clear, the first has made no better bargain than 
the last, for he who get nine hundred dollars in 
specie, can exchange it for a thousand dollars in 
bank paper, and he who got a thousand 
dollars in paper, ean exchange it for no more 
than nine hundred in specie. When banks ex- 
change or loan their own notes for notes of per- 
sons who gave them merely to raise money, and 
not for actual property transferred, they render 
the circulation redundant. All loans to Govern- 
ment and corporations for speculative operations; 
all loans for the purchase of fixed proveriy, as dis- 
tinguished from mercantile property prompily exe 
changeable, unless confined to such small portions 


esmay be redeemed by the income or produce, | 


tend to increase the liabilities of a banif beyond its 
available means, and consequently lead directly to 
the suspension of specie payments, even supposing 


the banks to be perfectly bonest, and their loans | 


perfectly secure. The Pennsylvania Bank of the 
United States suspended cn Sth October, 1839, and 
most of the banks South and West did the same. 
The statement of the situation of the banks on Ist 
January, 1840, will prove that this geaeral suspen- 
sion ean be traced to a total disregard of the princi- 
ples of safe banking, and the most unjustifiable use 
made of the bank capital. On that day the whole 
bank capital of the Union was $358,442 692, of 
which but $33,155 was in coin; yet their immedi- 
ate liabilities were, for their circulation, $106,968,- 
572; deposites $75,696,857; making an aggregate 
of $182,665,429. Itisnot astonishing, then, that 
they suspended specie payments when they owed 
$149,560,274 more than their specie; yet the pub- 
lie owed the banks at that time $462,896,523, If 


This is | 


' ple will resist it. 


the publie had paid their debt, the banks would- 
have had ample means to have redeemed their cir- 

culation and deposites. . But no small part of this 

enormous debt due to the banks. was for. loans to’. 
Governments and to corporations, who were trying. 
experiments, and individuals who borrowed money 

to buy property on ‘speculation, at prices swelled . 
out of all proportion by these very loans, which 
augmented the circulation beyond the exchanges, ` 
and thus gave a ficlitieus value, not by making. 
property dear, but money cheap. These fictitious . 
values have given way, but the notes of the bor 

rowers from the banks must be paid in specie or- 
its equivalent, Hence that pecuniary embarrass. | 


| ment, which, by being felsely ascribed to the mea- 


sures of the General Government, enabled the old.’ 
adversaries of Democracy, under the new disguise 
of Whigs, to delude the debter portion of the com- 
munity into the belief that a change of Administra- 
tion would restore that redundant paper circulation 
which swelled. the nominal price of property, and 


i enable them to extricate themselves from their em- 


barrassmenis. They are promised a United States 
Bank; a measure, which, if it was pessible to. carry 
it into effect, would not fail to bring every State ine 
stitution and all their debtors to immediate bank- 
ruptey. But a short time is necessary to expose this 
imposition, and bring down. upon its authors the 
bitter denunciations of its vietims. There are but 
two modes of creating a United States Bank, . The 
first isa new subscription, which wouid, if taken 
from the specie capital of the present banks, about’ 
$33,000,000, effectually destroy their ability to con- 
tinue specie payments. The next is, by a species 
of Jegislative galvanism, to resuscitate the old 
Bank, give it a Federal charier, and consti- 
tute it to the depository of the public revenue, 
under some guaranice to be furnished by its 
foreign stockholders, for the sa’ety of the public 
moneys. This necessarily supposes the resumption , 
of specie payments by that Bank, and her con- 
trol over all State banks. This measure will give. 
the control of all ihe revenue of the Union to the 
foreign holders of that steek, and thus perpetuaie 
the Federal dynasty who have so successfully 
employed the means placed in their hands. It. 
would enable the wealthy capitalists to bring the 
property of the debtors of the State banks to: ihe 
hammer, at depreciated prices, and thus swell the. 
fortunes of the rich at the expense of the public. 
Sach an institution is so utterly at variance with 
the whole nature and provisions of the Constitulion, 
that it is to be hoped the representatives of the peo- 
Itis clear that the new dynasty 
must stand or fall on the bank question. If there 
is created a United States Bank, the Independent 
Treasuty will be abandoned, and the people must 
at the next election decide on the justice.ot its fate. 
If no such bank is created, the only alternative is 
to deporite the revenue in the State banks,a measure 
repudiated by a majority of both the great Federal 
and Democratic parties, or to centinue the very 
measure of Mr. Van Baren’s administration, in op- 
pssition to which was railied the celebrated coali- 
tion called the Whig party; a preceeding. which 
would at once place in bold relief the flagrant in- 
justice done to that statesman. While your com- 
mittee duly appreciate the value of banks, when 
properly conduc'ed, they consider any connection 
between them and Government, except in the crdi- 
nary course of dealing as customers, of the most 
sinister consequences, and incomistent with the 
purity and independence of boh. The true objects. 
of tanks should be known, as on their conduct dẹ- 


pends the future weifare of our who'e country; and 


of deposite for money; diuo 
means of payments, by checks in lieu of count- 
ing; 3d. By requiring a smaller amount of coin to 
conduct exchanges, by dispensing witha partof 
their specie, and substituting their bills, when, by 
judicious management, the credit of the bank is 


preserved unquestioned. The money thus releaved, 
| 2. 
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is actually employed as capital; and by temporary 
loans, gives renewed and reiterated activity to 
trade. The very fact, that they issue bilis exceed- 
ing their money capital; requires that their loans 
should be short, that they may be always ready to 
redeem their circulation as fast, as in the round of 
business, it is brought in. A loan office-only lends 
its actual capital, and as long as the interest is pane- 
tually paid, requices no change of investment. 4. 
They enable commercial men to extend their deal- 
ings beyond their actual capital. Thus if a mer- 
chant has.ten thousand dollars capital to invest in 
an enterprise, he can safely borrow thirty thousand 
dollars, and the bank ean securely loan it if his 
known character for prudence, warrant, that by 
insurance and other precautions, he will not lose, 
if unsuccessful, more than a fourth of the amount 
embarked in the enterprise. Ina word, money is 
only a machine to circulate property, and paper 
costing little or nothing, i1 a cheaper machine, but 
it-always supposes its redemption in coin unque:- 
tionable. These are the legitimate uses of banks. 
They are not designed to loan money to Govern- 
ment, and when employed for that purpose, it isa 
fraud upon the people, and operates asa forced 
loan, if itis made in bills of the bank. Money 
loaned to Government, represents no property, Tt 
is expended in gunpowder; and leaves, when once 
used, nothing behind, any more than the powder 
itself, after itis exploded. But it swells the circu- 
lation, and thes depreciates its value, and when 
carried to a great extent, irads to the measure 
adopted in England, a legalized suspention of specie 
payments, anda ecmpulsory tender of bank pro- 
mises, instead of real, actual money. The prevail- 
ing notion, even among merchants, that banks 
are necessary to facilitale exchanges between the 
States, especially thata United States Bank is so 
necessary, isa fallacy, which is capable of demon- 
Stration to those who will forget their prejudices 
and submit themselves to the guidance cf reason. 
First, then—banks never have been used, and are 
not intended to deal in exchange between nation 
and nation. The quantity of exchange depends on 
the amount of property transmitied, generally speak- 
ing, and bills originate with the merchant. H a 
merchant in Charleston transmits a thousand bales 
of cotton to Liverpool, he has funds to draw upon, 
and the importer who owes for a cargo of English 
goods, seeks that bill to remitin payment. Jtisa 
porper duty of a bank to discount the bilis coming 
to maturity, where its own capital is located. Thus, 
the Bank of England discounts bills payable in 
London; buta bill payable in Charleston, would 
not be discounted at the Bank of England; neither 
should a bill payable in London, be discounted in 
Charleston. ft tends to swell the current of ex- 
change beyond the actual transactions of trade, 
and introduces that species of bilis termed kites, by 
which two paties at each end cf the line, by draw- 
ing and redrawing, use exchange as a species of 
accommodation paper to raise money, not to faciti- 
tate exchange of actual products or merchandise. 
All legitimate exchange is calculated upon the basis 
of specie; the only meney of commerce. There is 
no real difference between the several States of this 
Union, and the several countries of the world, who 
deal together. The value of the hills of the Bank 
of England cr France, does not effect exchanger. 
It is not necessary to the trade between France and 
England, the bills of either kingdom should be eur- 
rent in the cther. They are notso in fact, and ex- 
changes srenotimpeded. Thetrath is, bank paper, 
not convertible at will info specie, is no currency at 
all, but is worse than a delusion. If every State 
permitted no bank paper not redeemable; if sus- 
pension was ceath, as it ought to be every where, a 
United States Bank is altege:her useless, . But even 
a United States Bank would not make ils bills re- 
deemable, except at the branches where they were 
issued.. The former b:nk, to avoid this, even in 
relation to five dollar bills, drew five dollar drafts 
on its branches, whieh, of conree, became payable 
only where accepted. Tae command cf the ex- 
change ofthe country, gave that bank the oppor- 
tunity ef making bills of exchange the svbstituie 
for Iccal discount, thus overburdening the ex- 
changes, enhancing the prices, and thus avoiding 
the restriction on the rate of discounts, and causing 


the- balances of exchange to depend, not on the 
balance of trade, but the balance of kiting. 
When the revolution of 1837 took place, millions 
of the fictitious exchange was brought to light. It 
is not wanted to loan its promises to Government, 
for when Government is under the necessity of 
borrowing, which ought never to be, except under 
temporary emergencies, its own security, by beiag 
taken as an investment, wonld not derange the 
currency, and is the legitimate security for pubtic 
loans. The privilege of having the note: of a 
United Staies Bank, whenever redeemable, receiva- 
ble for duties, would at once enable it to cripple 
the State Banks: they, in turn, must Insist on the 
payment of the four hundred millions due them by 
the people, and in less than two years, the bitter 
fruits of Whig experiments would be tasted. So 
far from making money plenty, it would reduce the 
circulation! of the State banks, and reduce property 
to its value under the hammer. The unfounded 
allegation that Gen. Harrison’s election would 
raise the value of property, is already in part ex- 
posed. He is elected, and yet money remains the 
same; property the same. The more cunning part 
of his advocates, are hoarding their means to buy at 
a sacrifice, the estates of the dupes who united with 
them in clamoring for change. The mild and gra- 
dual effect of the separation of the Government 
from banking, the gradual return to the collection 
of the revenue in money, and the Independent 
Treasury, were efficacious remedies for a dedun- 
dant circulation, The hope that any change of Ad- 
ministration could save one whose obligation, pay- 
able by the laws and Constitution, in specie, is out- 
standing, for property brought at prices swollen by 
speculations and a depreciated circulation, from the 
consequent loss, was too fallacious for an honest 
Democratic Administration to hold out; and the 
propos:] to cripple all the State banks by placing a 
regulator, with chartered privileges, to compel them 
to call in four hundred millions of debts, is the 
most cruel mockery; and the curses of a ruined 
country, deep and lons, too, will fall upon its av- 
thors. The Independent Treasury, and a weil ad- 
vised general bankrupt law, applicable to all deal- 
ers, was the true means of relief. Now, the 
wealthy capitalists alone, have any prospect of pro- 
fiting by this reiterated experiment of a Federal 
rule, which has always ended in disappointment to 
the people. Not only isa United S:ates Bank un- 
necessary, but the idea of its money beirg in fact 
any better than the meney of specie paying banks 
of the States, where its branches are situated, is 
chimerica), except for the unjust monopoly cf being 
receivable in payment of duties, although not re- 
deemable in specie where so psid; a monopoly, the 
fruits of whieh are reaped by foreign stockhelders. 
Such an institution is evidently unconstitutional, 
and the existence of such a bank is only a proof 
how pressing emergencies form an excuse fora de- 
parture from principle, and how readily good men 
slide into the fonl heresy in morals, that “the end 
justifies the means.” 

The constitutional objection to a bank, chartered 
by the United States, has never been fairly met; 
and as human reason is just as clear now as ever it 
was, thetime has arrived when the people will again 
resort to first principles, and test the point by sound 
and connected argument. Let us trace the history 
of this institution from its first embryo. In 1780, 
during the Revolntionary war, the Bank of North 
America was chartered by the continestal Congre:s, 
The inducement was, that the bank was to furnish 
the army 3,000,000 ratione, and 390 hhds. ram, 
and receive in payment bills of exehange on our 
Ministerin Earspe. The subscription or capital 
was to be in gold and silver. Even then so jealous 
were the statesmen of that day, that they required 
“every evening except Sundays, a statement of the 
cash account, ard of notes issued and received, to 
be delivered to the superintendent of the finances of 
America.” The exigences of the conntry were 
the excuse, and the States were requested to carry 
into eff-ct its provisions by State laws. Thus, a 
United Siates Bank was known prior to the Consti- 
tution, and was the subject of the debate in the con- 
vention. This bank took a charter from Pennsyl- 
vania afterwards. The question generally of giving 
jo Congress power to -grant acis of incorporation, 
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‘charters were ever applied for. 


and also to ine-rporate a bank, Mr. Madison says 
was fully considered, and the power refused; and 
now the question arises, has Congress that power? 
As to the srray of great names in favor cf the posi- 
tion, it is enough to say, the present generation are 
endowed with the same intellectual powers as their 
predecessors, and with the same facts before them, 
ean arrive at as wise a conclusion; and the pressure 
of State necessity being removed, they have a 
better prospect of arriving at the conclusions of 
unbiassed reason. The United States, and its Con- 
gress, possess no inherent power or original exist- 
ence, as a body politie, but is supposed solely of 
suck sovereign powers as the States have by the 
Constitution granted. It results that the omission 
togrant isa prohibition to the exercise cf any of 
the powers appertaining to a Government. ‘Phe 
people of the several States, as independent and 
sovereign powers, possessed all the attributes of na- 
tions, and so much and no more of those attributes 
as are in terms sarrendered to it, by the instrument 
which created the United States Government, ap- 
pertains to it, 

It is admitted that the United States is a Go» 
vernment capable of sustaining its existence, and 
not a mere lezgue; but the limits of its authority 
are delineated in the Constitution, without which it 
has no existence, and beyond which it can exercise 
no legitimate authority. Let us then look into this 
instrument fo: the authority to create a body cor- 
porate, and grant to it the monopoly ot having its 
promises to pay incoin received in every quarter of 
the Unicn for the duties and dues of the United 
States, and the use of its revenues to be loaned. 
cut on the promissory notes of individuals, and to 
receive the interest, for the equivalent of paying the 
deposites where required. Power was refused 
when asked in direct terms, and let us apply the 
celebrated rule, “io ask the law-giver what he 
meant,” and it is clear that he did not intend that 
to be implied which he had expressly refused, 
But independent of this refusal, the terms of the 
Constitution cannot be construed to imply such a 
power. It has been inferred from the power “to 
Jay and collect taxes for the general welfare.” "Y'o 
incorporate a bank, lays no tax for any purpose. 
Alexander Fi. milton, the great originator of such 
a bank, told the honest truth as to what it was in- 
tended to be: “It is to be considered that such a 
bank is nota mere matter of private property, but 
a political machine of the greatest importance to 
the State.” Congress has no power to raise 
money to invest in a bank, any more than in 
a whalirg voyage, or any other money 
making business. The term “general welfare” 
is used to designate the object of raising taxes, If 
every thing that will bring money into the public 
purse, is anthorized under tke power to raise 
taxes, then charters to fishing companies, far com: 
panies, and companies for all purposes of trade 
and manufacture, by requiring a bonus, would 
bring money into the public purse. Yet no such 
To exact a bonus 
for a charter is nota tax, but the price of a Govern- 
ment grant of a monopoly; and a monopoly is so 
much taken from the mass.of the people, to be con- 
ferred on a privileged class. The right does not re- 
salt from the power “to borrow money.” A bank 
charter Lorrows no money. It is a fearful stretch 
of construction to imply it is a “necessary and 
proper” way to borrow money, to call into exist- 
ence a ‘corporation to lend it—not to lend its mo- 
ney, bat its promissory notes. The power is to 
borrow money. Now, by the Constitution, Con- 
gress may “eoin money, and regulate the value 
thereof, and of foreign coin.” No other money was 
then known. Paper bills of credit, were never 
known as money, but a substitute for it, Whe 
ever heard of engraving money? Neither is it 
“necessary and proper,” or either, to create a cor- 
poration, to aid in laying and collecting taxes, or 
to create a lender, that Congress may borrow. It 
would apply as well to trust companies, loan offices, 
and whaling companies. These might be taxed, or 
they might lend their notes, or even their money; 


butare they both “necessary and proper?” The 


people may be taxed, and money may be borrowed 
of individuals. The States have the right to pro- 
hibit the cireulation as money of any thing but 
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gold and silver; and yet if Congress have the 
power to incorporate a Bank, they musi protect its 
issues, punish the forgery of them, and taus usurp 
aclear State right, by implication. Every impli- 
cation of a grant is confined to such as are direct 
and both necessary and proper, in the usual and na- 
tural acceptation of the terms, else it leads to un- 
limited power. Every means become in its term 
anend, and thus justifies the use of means still 
more remote, until absolute power is attained; and 
this is pure Federal doctrine. Thus, theUnited States 
may borrow money. To borrow money, it is ne- 
cessary and proper, that there should be an aceu- 
mulation of capital: To accumulate capital we 
must have a bank, with power to engrave bank 
notes. . There can be no bank of limited responsi- 
bility without a charter, and prudent men will not 
unite in a general responsibility; and therefore, 
Congress, having the power to borrow money, has, 
by necessary implication, the power to incorporate 
stockholders with limited responsibility. Thus, the 
charter is the means of creating the bank. The 
bank is the means of collecting the capital, and 
multiplying it thence to ten fold, and this is the 
means of enabling the bank to lend, and the United 
States “to borrow money.” There is no power 
which the most unprincipled ambition might covet, 
which could not be attained by the same course of 
reasoning. Apply it to the power to lay taxes; a 
corporation may be taxed, but to tax we must ere- 
ate it; therefore, under the power to lay taxes, Con- 
gress may create a manufacturing company, and 
impose a tax or bonus. Impressment into the navy, 
and a conscription for the army, are legalized in 
the same way. This is Federalism, now in the 
ascendant. Strict construction is the polar star 
of Democracy, destined again to emerge from its 
eclipse. 

A corporation is a new creation: it isa persen 
not hefore existing, and its creation is an act of 
sovereign power, not delegated. Had it been either 
necessary or proper, it would have been as expressly 
granted as it was positively refused. An idea once 
prevailed that the prohibition, to the States, to emit 
bills of credit, by implication, conferred that power 
on Congress, and so it might create a bank to emit 
paper money. If so, ail bills, of State banks are 
unconstitutional. But, in the first place, a char- 
tered bank is not Congress, and delegated power 
cannot be sub-delegated. But the whole error is 
founded upon a misapprehension of what “bills of 
credit” are. They are promises based on the cre- 
dit of a State, and not notes based on a bank capi- 
tal. This has been decided and admitted. The ar- 
gument chiefly relied upon, by the advocates of a 
national bank, is that of the late Chief Justice Mar- 
shall, venerable for his wisdom and experience; but 
that gift of God which is bestowed upon mankind 
in every age—the power of reason—is still more 
venerable. An individual may be influenced by 
motives, or deluded by the pressure of circum- 
stances; but right reason, when unclouded by pre- 
judice, is more to be relied on than the authority of 
any human being. Great and good men have 
maintained scme monstrous dcctrines. Judge Mar- 
shall’s argument is all condensed in these words: 
“The Government, which has a right to do an act, 
and has imposed on it the duty of performing that 
act, must, according to the dictates of reascn, be 
allowed to select its means,” and any exception 
must be proved. This doctrine leads to the inevi- 
table conclusion that Congress is supreme. It must 
raise an army; conscription is a means; there 
you must show that itis prohibited. It can borrow 
money; therefore it can incorporate companics, and 
grant monopolies, within the States, to obtain a bo- 
nus. It at once breaks down every barrier of the 
Constitution, and makes the United States a conso- 
lidated nation; for of course the States cannot gain- 
say what.ihe United S'ates select as a means. Had 
such a doctrine been uttered by the dying breath 
of Washington, it would be cur daty to challenge 
it, as treason, to the sovereignty of the States. 


Your committee conclude that the encompro- 
mising hostility of the Democratic Administration 
to a National Bank deserves our most eordial ap- 
probation; and that the adoption of that measure, 
as aleading and fundamental principle of the new 
Administration, stamps it indelibly, as in its very 


essence, the legitimate exponent of Federalism, 
and calculated to inflict upon the country lasting 
misery and ruin. 

Your committee consider the Independent Trea- 
sury as strictly in accordance with the Constitu- 
tion, and well calculated to place ihe commerce, 
manufactures, and agriculture of the country upon 
@ permanent and prosperous basis. By withdraw- 
ing from all connection wich trade, it leaves the 
hunking interests to be regulated by the States. 
By collecting the revenue in the coin of the cour- 
try, it neither opposes or fosters these institntions, 
bat leaves them to be estimated by those who deal 
with them. Tf their notes are equal to specie, 
those who possess them have no difficulty in con- 
verting them into money when required for duties. 
IF tbey are not so convertible, then they are not 
equal to money, and the United Siates ought not to 
receive doubtful paper in payment cf debis due to 
the public. There would have been no outery 
against the collection of the revenue in money, but 
from the consciousness that the bills of specie 
peying banks are notas good asspecie. A specie 
paying bank tc-day, may be a suspended bank to- 
morrow. Returns and exhibits have proved no 
escurity. A bank which is guilty of a fraudulent 
issue of paper, beyond its ability to redeem it, will 
hesita‘e little to cover that fraud by false state- 
ments. When we see the largest bank in the Union, 
and once graced with a United States charter, eir- 
culating the bills of an extinct institution, based on 
no capital, what conlidence can be placed in the 
mere integrity of banks, or the fidelity cf their 
statements? Jt then results, that either in the 
United States must guaranty the continuance of the 
solvency of the banke, or the persons who pay the du- 
ties must ascertain it by tne actual exchange of the 
bills for money; a proceeding which can cause no 
difficulty, except where the banks are really not de- 
serving of credit. 

The right to lend money collected as duties or 
taxes, and thus convert it iato notes under any 
guarantee, is in conflict with the letter and spirit of 
the Constitution. 


The next general feature of the administration of 
the present Chief Magistrate, deserving the cordial 
approbation of every slaveholding State, was the 
determined policy early avowed, to withhold his 
sanction to any measure impairing the reserved 
rights of the South, in relation to her slave popula- 
tion. While we feel an abiding confidence in the 
readiness and ability ef our Sate to protect its 
rights by those means which God and Nature have 
accorded to us, and never doubted the noble spirit 
and elevated patriotism of our citizens, to meet any 
emergency, and repel any aggression, and are re- 
solved not to discuss rights which we permit no 
one to question, we must cordia'ly approve that 
faithful. and just adherence to the Constitution, 
which will save our citizens of other States from 
endangering the Union by their folly and fanati- 
cism, and involving themzelves in a conflict that 
will net be abandoned as long as Carolina has on 
faithful citizen left to die in defence of her integrity 
as a State, her interest, or her honor. 

Your committee unite with the Executive in 
amazement at that delusion which could induce 
any Southern S.ate to abandon aa Administration 
which adhered most fai-hfally to the doctrines 


which they have struggled to maintain since 1800, - 


and hazard their interest by coalescing witha party 
to which js allied the Federalists and Abolitionists; 
the advocates of a National Bank, and the perse- 
vering solicitors of a tariff.of protection; and while 
we rejoice to find ourselves associated on the one 
side with Virginia, the very nursery of Democracy 
and State rights, and on the other, by our own off- 
spring, the enlightened people of Alabama, we feel 
no wukindness towards our immediate neighbors, 
and are confident, relying on their general good 
sense aud right feelings, that the moment the de- 
velopment of the true character of the combined 
and allied opponents of Democracy is exposed, they 
will promptly and cheerfuily nite once more with 
us in sustaining a common cause, with a sincerity 
and zal worthy of their elevated character, and 
their devotion to the rights and interests of the 
South. And your committee concur wits his Ex- 
celleney in the belief that the people of every sec- 


tion of the Union, firm in their principis, and rë- 
solved in their purposes, will once more’ fally in’ 
the great cause of Democracy, and reinsiaté in of 
fice its original and unwavering disciples. es 

That the late election for President of the United 
States was corrupt and indecent—wholly unwor- 
thy of a sober and discreet public, and calculated to: 
degrade our country in the eyes of the world; dbser-* | 
vation and rumor, too weil founded, itis believed, 
induces us to lament. The resort to silly pagean-- 
tries, ridiculous emb'ems, and vulgar dissipation, 
was an insult upon the dignity of freemen, and 
could enly proceed from an utter contempt of their 
intelligence, and a readiness to degrade them to the 
level of the servile popelace of transatlantic mo- | 
narchits. That fonds to a vast amount were la- 
vished, was palpable; and when it is recollected 
that the prize io be gained by opposition, was the 
control of the revenues of the Union, the resascita- 
tion of an expiring moneyed institution, whose 
stock is so largely owned abroad, and, above all, 
the delusive hope that there was a magic in change 
that would reiisve men from the losses of improvi- 
dence cr misfortune, there is ereat reason. to con- 
clude that the elective franchise was polluted by 
most extensive bribery and corruption. 

There was a feature too, in the izte election, still 
more odicus. Men high in station, and surrounded 
by the respect of the public, going about the coun - 
try, inflaming the passions, alarming the fears, and 
misleading the judgment of the people, was a spec- 
tacle degrading to the whole country, degrading to; 
usas a moraland high minded people, and can only 
be ascribed to that peculiarity in the human cha- 
racter, which leads men, banded together for a 
common purpose, to do what, as individuals, they 
would revolt at and repudiate. When men of cha- 
racter would assert, in the face of day, that the distri- 
bation of the public treasure, raised by the Represente 
ativas of the people and paid away by anpropria« 
tions made by law, was usurping “the power of the 
purse,” which every one knows i: the power to 
raise money without the consent ef the people; and, 
still more absurd, that they should represent milina 
raen, called out to driil, ten days in the year, asa 
slanding army, we are amazed at the self-compla-, 
cency that did not blush at the deception. No; the 
unpardonable sin of the present Administration 
was, its repudiating a chartered monopoly, to re-- 
ceive and loan the public treasure, and retaining it 
in the Treasury of the United Siates—its gradual 
return to a sound constitutional currency—and its 
resoluticn, not to entangle Government with any 
money dealers or stock-jabbers--but to leave to the 
States to regulate their banking ins‘lintions as they 
deem kest; and upon fhe wisdom and policy of this 
great measure, South Carolina concurs with it, and 
is ready to renew the expression of its sanction and: 
approval. 

This State has only to repeat her objections to a 
tariff for a protection, and when the tariff compro- 
mice ends, she expects a fair adjustment of a new 
tariff for revenue, in name and in fact. The re- 
sult of the election of President has not shaken the 
faith of South Carolina, in her long cherished prin- 
ciples, and your committee recommend the adop- 
tion of these resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Legisla- 
ture, a bank, chartered by the United States, and 
whose notes are made receivable in payment of the 
public due, is contrary to the spirit and intent of 
the Constitution; is not warranted by any express 
grant of power to Congress; and is unnecessar 
and impotitic. è : 

2. Resolved, That the collection of the revenue 
of the United States in gold and silver-coin, is 
strictly constitutional, and well calculated to pre- 
sirve a sound circulating medium; and the keeping 
the public funds in the Treasury of the Uniced 
Siates, instead of entrusting them to the custody 
of any incorporated company, is. in conformity to 
the provisions of the Constitution, and is politie 
and safe. : 

3. Resolved, That the power given to Congress, 
to lay and collect taxes, duties, and imposts, does 
not authorize Congress to collect money, except for 
revenue, and that a tariff to protect the indastry 
cf one portion of the community, al-the expense 
of another, is a violation of the spirit’ and. lets 
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ter of the Constitution of the United States; and 
when such a case occurs, the several States 
will decide for themselves:the mode and measure of 
redress. 

4. Resolved, That the general principles and po- 
licy of the administration of Martin Van Buren, 
are approved by this Legislature, and are well 
calculated to preserve the perpetuity of the Union, 
by an equal and just protection of the rights 
of every section; thus avoiding the necessity of 
any State resorting to her own means of self-de- 
fence, to secure unimpaired her institutions and her 
rights. 


5. Resolved, That this State has seen, with great. 


katisfaction, the steady and consistent adherencé 
of her Seazator, John C. Calhoun, to the well 
Known, avowed, and mature principles of the 
State, and they accord to him their deliberate and 
Strong approval, for vindicating and upholding the 
settled and well known doctrines of the State from 
which he holds his bigh commission. 

G Resolved, That the people of this State have 
cause to congratulate themselves, that the party 
feuds which lately weakened the vigor of its coun- 
sels, have happily ceased, and that South Carelina 
now presents to the enemies of her policy and peace, 
an undivided front; and is prepared, as she is re- 
solved, to repel, by all proper means, every aggres- 
sion upon her rights as a sovereign republic, the 
instant that aggression is attempted. 

7. Resolved, That the Governor be requested 
to transmit copies of the foregoing Report and 
Resolutions, to cur Senators and Representatives 
in Congress, with instructions to su’smit them to 
that body. 

Resolved, That the House do agree to the report. 
Ordered, that it be sent to the Senate for concur- 


rence. 
By order: T. W. GLOWER, C. H. R. 
In tie Senate, December 18, 1340. 
Resolved, ‘Tnat the Senate do agree to the report. 
Ordered, that it be returned the Hcuse of Represen- 


lives. 
By order: WM. E. MARTIN, C.S. 


Oa motion by Mr. PRESTON, the resolutions 
were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of New Orleans, prayiag 
the passage of a general bankrupt Jaw. 

Mr. C, said that while he took pleasure in pre- 
senting this memorial, his own opinions on the 
subject were unchanged He believed that the 
passage of a voluntary bankrupt Jaw by the Fede- 
yal Government, would be unconstitutional; and 
the passage of a law with the involuntary princi- 
ple, impolitic and inexpedicut at the present time, 

The memorial was laid on the tatle, and ordered 
to be prin'ed 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the memorial 
of the Legislature of Alabama, in favor of a law 
for compensation for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which was referred to the Committee on Fo- 
reiga Relations, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a preamble 
and resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky. 
The resolutions were as follows: 

1. Be it resolved, That the General Assembly of 
the State of Kentucky deem a Bank of the United 
States, so constituted and organized as to secure to 
the nation the maintenance of a scund, wholesome, 
and convenien! currency, indispensable to the pros- 
perity of the ccuntry; and that the nation cannot 
dispense with such a Bank, without a certain pros- 
pect of private and public distress. 

2. Be it further resclved, That the public lands of 
the United States are not, of right, the property of 
the particular States in which they lie, nor that of 
the people of such States; and therefore the Cor- 
gress of the United Siates ought not ta cede such 
lands to such Siates, or any of them, or to ap- 
propriate such Jands for any purpose whatever, 
but in behalf and for the benefit of the people of all 
the States. 

3. Resclued, further, That, in the opinion of this 
General Assembly, public policy requires, and the 
interests of the people will be greatly promoted, by 
a just and equitable distribution of the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands to the States respec- 
tively, according to Federal population. 


passage of any bankrupt Jaw that acted retrospec- 


il gislature.of Alabama, praying the removal of the | 


4. Resolved, That copies of the forègoing resolu- H 
tions be forwarded by the Governor to each of our I 
Senators and R:presentatives in the Congress of 
the United States, with a request that they will lay 
the same before each branch of the Naiional Le- 
gislature. l S 

Mr. CLAY said these resolutions were passed in 
one House by a unanimous vete, and in the other 
with bat four dissentients, and expressed, he be- 
lieved, the sentiments of nine-tenths of the people 
of the State. 

On Mr. C’s motion, the resolutions were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY also presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce, remonstrating against the 


tively, (which, in Mr. C’s opinion, was the princi- 
pal merit of a bankrupt law;) which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of 
Lewis Brown and other merchants of Philadelphia, 
praying the reimbursement of a portion of the du- 
ties paid by them on certain articles of hosiery; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Nantucket, for indemnity for- 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of Benja- 
min Brain, praying compensation for Revolutiona- 
ry services; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Baltimore, praaying the passage of an ap- 
propriation for the erection of a fort on Soller’s 
Point Fiats; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the petition and 
papers of William Whitehead, now on file, were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of mer- 
chants and others remonstrating against the passage 
of any bankrupt law at the present session; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of citizens 
of New York, asking, if Congrees deem it 
expedient to pass a bankrupt law, taat banks and 
trading corporations may be included in its provi- 
sions; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of mechanics 

and laborers of New York, asking, if Congress pass 
a bankrupt law, that laborers and mechanics may 
be entitled to the benefit of iis provisions; which 
was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. W. also presented the memorial of the 
Temperance Seciety of New York, praying that 
the spirit portion of the navy ration mzy ke abo- 
lished; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Absalom 
Link, praying confirmation of his title to a tract of 
and. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of the State of Michigan, praying the passage 
of ; general bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. BENTON presented a letter from the Se- 
eretary of War, enclosing a communication from 
the Chief Exgincer, on the creation of a company 
of sappers and miners; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. B. submitted the following resolution; which, 
with accompanying papers, was referred jo the 
Committee on Military Affairs: 

Resolved, That tae Committee on Military Al- 
fairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
taking measures to settle and quiet the tiile of 
claimants to the Pea Patch island in the Delaware 
river. 

Mr. WALL presented the memorial of the Ma- 
rine Insurance Company of the city of New York, 
remonstrating against a repcal of the pilot law of 
1837; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the memorial of citizens 
of Ohio, praying the pas:age of a general bank- 
rupt law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. KING presented joint resolutions of the Le- 


land office at Mardisville to a convenient location 
in the Cherokee purchase; which, as the subject 
hag been passed. upon by this body, was laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. K. also presented resolutions of the same 
body, asking the passage of a law to authorize the 
adjustment cf the claims of Alabama for money 
actually advanced by that State to aid in the prose- 
cution of the Creek war, which, as a bill had been 
already reported, was laid on the table. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of the owners 
and crew of the schooner Twin; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. KING, the bill authorizing 
the settlement and payment of certain claims of 
the State of Alabama was taken up and considered 
asin committee of the whole, and after explana- 
tion by Mr. K. it was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospeclive pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who shali inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log cabin thereon, was taken up, and having 
been read through, the question being on the motion 
of Mr. CRITTENDEN to recommit the bill, with in» 
structions to report a bill for the distribution of the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands among the 
States, 

Mr. ALLEN addressed the Senate at much 
length in favor of the original bill. 

Mr. MANGUM then obtained the floor, but 
yielded it to 

Mr. WALL, upon whose motion the Senate went 
into Executive session, 

And afterwards adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mowpay, January 25, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. CUSHING presented a memorial from 
C. T. James, of Newburyport, Massachusetts, upon 
the subject of steamboat explosions; which was refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. J. W. JONES then moved that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, and 
proceed to the special order. 

Mr. BLACK inquired when the appeal which 
he had taken from the decision of ‘the Chair, in re- 
ference to an Abolition petition, would be in order? 

The CHAIR replied that it would be in order on 
the first petition day, unless some special order 
should interfere. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
following communications, viz: 

1. From the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report, wiih accompanying papers, 
from the Secretary of State, in answer to the reso- 
lution of the House of the 16th of December, 
calling for copies of all documents showing the 
crigin of any political relations between the United 
States and the empire of China: referred to the 
Commitee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. Ta 

2, From the Secretary of War, transmitting, in 
obedience to the act of April 21, 1808, and March 
3, 1809, statemen’s of all contracts which were 
made by that Department during the year 1840: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

3. From the Postmaster General, in compliance 
with the provisions of the act of 2d July,1836, trans- 
mitting, 1. A statement of all such land and water 
mails as have been established or ordered within the 
year preceding the Ist of July, 1840, other than 
those let .to contract under the advertisment of the 
year; 2. A report of all eontrac's made for the 
transportation of the mail within the year aforesaid; 
3. A report of additional allowances made to mail 
contractors within said year; and 4. A’ report of 
all curtailments of mail service and pay ordered 
within the same time: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

4. From the Secretary of War, in compliance 
with the act of May 1, 1820, transmitting a state- 
ment of the second Comptroller, of the appropria- 
tions and expenditures for 1840, and balances re- 


maining in the Treasuryon the 31st of December 
of that year: laid upon the table, and ordered to b 
printed. ; 


5. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, ` 


transmitiing a statement of the contracts made by 
the Commissioners of the Navy during the year 
1840: laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. ; 

6. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
miting, in compliance with the resolution of the 
House of the 19th inst. a report of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, accompanied by 
a statement exhibiling the amount paid into the 
Treasury annually on account of public lands, 
from the opening of the land offices to the end of 
the third quarter of the year 1840, at each land 
office; the aggregate received at each office, and the 
aggregate at all the offices, and by the Treasurer of 
the United States, for the whole period; also, a 
statement of acres of public land entered by pre- 


emption, at each of the land cflices, from the first- 


ot July, 1820, to the date of the latest returns for 
the year 1840, discriminating between those under 
acts of 1838 and 1840, and those under prior acts: 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

7. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the House of the 9th instant, in relation to 
the discontinuance of certain land districts under 
the act of 12th June, 1840: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. , 

8. From the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
statement of the namesof the clerks employed in 
the Department of War in the year 1840, the time 
cach clerk was employed, and the sum paid to each: 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

9. From the President of the United States, as 
follows: 


I transmit herewith to the House of Reptesenta- 
tives of the United States a- report from the Director 
of the Mint, exhibiting the operations of that ir- 
stitution during the year 1840, and I have to invite 
the special attention of Congress to that part of 
the Director’s report in relation to the over-valua- 
tion given to the gold in foreing coins by the act of 
Congress of June 28, 1834, regulating the value of 
of certain foreign gold coin within the Uniied States. 


Applications have been frecuently made at the 
Mint, for copies of medals voted at different times 
by Congress to the officers who distinguished them- 
selves ia the war of the Revolution and in the last 
war, the dies for which are deposited in the Mint; 
and it is submitted to Congress whether authority 
shall be given to the Mint to strike off copies of 
those medals in bronze or other metal, to supply 
those persons making applications for them at a 
cost not to exceed the actual expense of striking 
them off. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuinaron, 22d Jan. 1841. 

On metion of Mr. BRIGGS, that part ef the 
message which relates to the Mint was referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means; and that 
which relates to medals, to the Committee on the 
Library. 


SENATE BILLS. 

The following bills from the Senate were read a 
first and second time, and appropriately referred, 
Wisi 

An act to extend the charter of the Bank of Al- 
exandria, in the city of Alexandria; 

An act for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh, and 
Company; ` 

Anact authorizing the President of the United 
States to cause certain surveys of the lakes and 
lake coasts to be. made; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Francis 
Newman; 

An act for the relief of George Sarpey, or his 
legal representatives; 

An act respecting the heirs of Agnes Dundas; 

An act to relinquish to the State of Mississippi 
the two per cent. fand accruing by the act fer the 
admission of said State into the Union; 

An act to make certain appropriations for the 
Patent Office; 

An act te abolish the port of delivery and the of- 
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fice of the surveyor of the customs at Currituck In- 
1t, in North Ca:olina; A 

An act regulating commercial intercourse with 
the port of Cayenne, in the colony in French Guia- 
na, and to remit certain duties; 

An act to euihorize the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to refund the duties collected on the French ship 
Alexandre; 

An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to make an arrangement or compromise with 
any of the sureties on bonds given to the United 
Siates by Samne! Swartwout, late collector of the 
customs for the port of New York; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Samuel 
Mackay; 

An act relating to the judicial courts in the dis- 
trict of New Hampshire. 

The amendment of the Senate to House bill 
making provision for the lunatics confined in the 
jails in the District of Columbia, was concurred ia 
by the House. The amendment is as follows: 
“Provided said expenses shall not exceed, in the 
whole, 43,000 per annum.” i 

Mr. MARVIN cb:ained leave to present sundry 
petitions, (praying for a bankrupt law,) in behalt 
of his colleague, (Mr. CLarx,) who was confined to 
his room by indisposition. 

The resolution offered by Mr. EVERETT on 
Friday coming up for consideration, Mr. E. said he 
would not press it, as it could now answer no use- 
ful purpose. 

Mr. POPE asked leave to lay upon the table cer- 
tain resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky, 

Mr. CARR said he had the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Indiana on the subjeet of amending 
the Constitution of the United States, so as to re- 
strict the eligibility of the President of the United 
States to a siugie term. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama moved that the 
rules be suspended one hour, for the purpose of pre- 
senting petitions and memorials which would not 
give rise to debate. 

Mr. J. W. JONES again moved that the House 
go into Committee of the Whole; when 

Mr. BANKS asked Mr. Jonus to give way to 
enable him to submit a resolution; which, he said, 
would not occupy one moment. But 

Mr. JONES persisting in his motion, 4 

The question was then taken, and decided in the? 
affirmative. : É 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee 0 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and resumed 
the consideration of the bill authorizing the issue of 


TREASURY NOTES. F 

Mr. DUNCAN being entitled to the fiagr, an- 
nounced that he should, in the course offihe re- 
marks he intended to make, teke the liberty of an- 
swering various charges which gentlemen of the 
Opposition had thought proper to make against the 
Administration, Whether these charges had been 
made in order or not, he would not then undertake 
to decide; but as they had been made, whether in 
order or not, he considered it his right, nay, his 
imperative duty, to reply. 

Mr. D. then proceeded to say that the whole his- 
tory of nations and Governments satisfied him that 
never, since the establisament of civil. iesti- 
tutions, had there existed a Government without 
iwo partics, one desirous for it to possess more 
power, and the other less. He then explained the 
nature of Monarchical, Aristoeratical, and Repub- 
lican forms of Government, the latter of which 
was the form under which we lived, and by which 
the people had the right to make, adjudicate and 
execute their law-, either by themselves or by their 
Representatives. 

In this Republican form of Government the peo- 
ple had a privilege, which was recognised by the 
Constitution, and which could not be wrested from 
them. That privilege was the right of instrmcting 
their Representatives to carry out their will. There- 
fore he contended when any Representative was 
elected, or officer of whatever character cr descrip- 
tion, if he was elected upon any question, or test, 
or measure, or principle, such officer or Represent- 
ative was bound to carry out such question or mea- 
sure cn which he kad been elected. Such was the 
bounden and sacred duty to the people who elected 
him. He was bound, by every principle ef govern- 
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ment and constitutional Jaw, to support that mea~ 
sure for which he had been elected. And when- 
ever any Officer, whether the President or the hum- 
biest individual, had been thuselected, and failed to. 
perform this duty, it was a gross bieach of faith to 
the people. ee i ici 

After some furiher remarks on this head, Mr.: D. 
said his object was to lead to the inquiry whetker, 
at the recent election, any special instruction -had- 
been given by the people through the ballot boxes, 
whether in relation to this or the coming Adminis- 
tration. - 

Mr. D. then proceeded to notice the report-of the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the estimates fur- 
nished by that officer fer the present year. 

Aficr reading the numerous items, Mr. D. said 
it would appear from the report of the Secretary 
that the estimated balance in the Treasury at the 
end of the present year. after making every pay- 
ment, would be $824,273. f : 

But the question had been asked, that as there 
was to be this balance in the Treasury at tke close 
of the year, what necesity was there for the issue 
of these Treasury notes? His answer was, that a 
portion of the receipts referred to by the Secretary 
of the Treasury would not probably be paid’ in, 
such, for instance, as the item for the Bank of 
Natchez. But there was another reason, and that 
was the great inequality of receipts, and the in- 
equality of the expenditures in ihe course .of the 
year. It had been already shown, that, during the 
present quarter, a great amount became due before 
the funds for meeting the demahds'had been paid 
in. It therefore became necessary that a tempora- 
ry provision should be made to enable the Treasu- 
ry to anticipate for a short period its receipts. But 
let gentlemen wait until the endof the year, when 
ihe receip!s and expendiiures should be put toge- 
ther, and they would then see how much reason 
they had for their objections. 

It might also be asked why such an amount of 
Treasury notes had been asked for in the bill. 
His answer was, that considering the great-revul- 
sions of trade, and the fluctuation of money mat- 
ters, it was better to provide a sufficiency at 


once. 


The Secretary of the Treasury informed them, 
that during the last year,the Treasury had met every 
demand which had been made upon it. Now some 
gentleman of the Opposition had thought proper 
to deny this, and to assert that the Government 
had been going on tick. He cou'd, however, 
boldly assert thatsach had nat beea the case, and 
he felt assured that he could prove what he said to 
the satisfaction of the House. 

Mr. D. then alluded to the charges made by Mr. 
Barwarp on this subject, and who bad alleged 
that the werk on the public buildings in: this city 
had been suspended, and the payment of money 
due to the workmen pestponed until- the first of 
April next. 

In order to be satisfied as to the truth of this 
charge, Mr. D. said he had addressed a let'er to’ the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the subject, and a 
bill was read at the Clerk’s table. The answer of 
the Secretary was also read, and stated in sub- 
stanes, that all the work done on the public build- 
ings of this city, during the last year, to the best 
of his knowledge, had been paid for as soon as 
done. But the appropriaticn having been exhaust- 
ed,as a matter of necessity during the present 
month, he believed the Committee on Publie Build- 
ing had received an application from some labor- 
ers to be permitted to go on with their work at 
their own risk, until a further appropriotion should 
be made. The Boardof Commissioners had‘not 
interfered in the cave, and neihtrihey nor.the De~ 
partment had proposed any reduction of wages. 

Thus, said Mr. D. the appropriation haviug run 
out, the laborers themselves, at their own risk, 
during the present month, bave made the applica- 
tion to be permitted to go on with the work. So 
much for the Government going on tick. 

Mr. D. then gave a similar satisfactory explana- 
tion in reply to the objection raised in relation te 
the works at Old Point, both by Mr. Barnarp and 
Mr. Wise... After having read, at the Clerk’s 
desk, a letter from the War Office on the subject 
and whieh placed the matter in its proper-light, 
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‘Mr. D. said it was thus he disposed of the obj-c- 

‘tion of the gentleman from New York, who unfor- 
tunately had gone off half cocked. ‘Phe gentleman 

‘from Virginia had also done the same, although,in 
a general way, ke took fire before he went off. 

Mr. D. then proceeded to. reply to o'her objec- 
tions raised by Mr. Barnar»n in relation to the great 
amount alleged to be owing by the Government. 
He (Mr. D.) denied the correctnezs of the” conclu- 
sions to which that and other members had come; 
and he desired to know if the Opposition’ fancied 
the people would be so fool:sh as to take their bare 
‘words, without facts or figures, against the facts and 
figares of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

If there had been any expression at the ballot 
box against this mode of raising money by Trea- 
sary notes, he (Mr. D.) would acknowledge ihat it 
ought not to be done. So with a National Bank; and 
he would be the last man to support eit’ er against 
the will of the people. But he denied there had 
been any any such expression against the measure 
contemplated by the b.li,and that being the case, 
he considered it the duty of the Democratic party 
to carry out the principles by which they had so 
long been bound. 

Mr. D. then proceeded to make some remarks as 
to the principles of the coming Administration, and 
the sacred duty of all officers, whether high cr low, 
to act faithfully to the people who elected them. 

In the course of his speech, Mr. D. alluded to 
the conduct of General Harrison and the course 
pursued by him ai a certain meeting in Ohio. At 
that public meeting, said Mr. D. you fiad General 
Harrison teiling the assembled thousands that he 
was opposed to a National Bank, on the ground 
taat Congress has not coustitational power to incor- 
porate it. Batin the very same sprech, and before 
the same assembled thousands, he tells them that if 
Congress should think proper to pass such a bill he 
would not veio it. : 

Now said Mr. D, Icok at this. Here on the 
4:h of March next, General Harrison will be sivorn 
inio office. Fe wilt lift up his band and swear be- 
fore God that he wiil faithfully support the Con- 
stitution. Yes, bis lips will press the Holy Evange- 
lists, and be will solemnly declare thai the Consti- 
tunon shall be preserved inviolate. And yet, ac- 
cording to his own words, should Congress see pro- 

arto passa bill, which he believes to be uncon- 
Stitutional, be will net veto it. 

Mr. BOND here rose and desired to know what 
speech his colleague alluded, 

Mr, DUNCAN was understood to say that he 
believed it was the speech at Cleveland. 

Mr. BOND said be would undertake to say, that 
upon the Sab-Treasury bill, General: Harrisoa bad 
declared: before the assembled multitude, that so 
far ashe could he would have that measure re- 
pealed, because he was utterly opposed to rt. 

After some remarics from Mr. DUNCAN in re- 
ply, which were not distinedy heard— 

Mr BOND stated that he would underiake to 
say that General Harrison bad notsaid he would 
not exercise the constitutional power of veto. But 
he had attested over and over again that he would 
hesitate. before he exercised that power on a mere 
question of expediency. Mr. B. bad never heard 
General Harrison say that he woald relinquisa the 
voto power upon what he believed to be agaisst ihe 
Constitution. He (Mr. B.) beleved that hiseol- 
leage was mistaken when ke said that Harrison 
had, at any time, failedto give an expression of 
his opinion to any public measure. He was above 
conceaiment; and if there was any man in the na- 
tion, whose heart was in his hand, it was William 
Henry Harrison. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Yes, his heart is in both hands, 
or he has a heart in each hand, or that his heart 
hasbeen in the hands of a Committee, as! will 
presently show. 

Mr. BOND again asserted that General Harrison 
had fever refused to give his opinion cn any pub- 
lic measure, ° 

Mr. DUNCAN wished to understand from the 
gentleman whether he meant to cay that Harrison 
had ever answered through the newspaper co- 
lumns. . 

Mr. BOND repeated that the General had no 
concealment. 


= oma 

Mr. DUNCAN. Tat is no answer to the ques- 
tion. Task if General Harrison has ever thought 
proper to place his hand to any explanation in the 
newspapers. ? ; 
` Mr. BOND could not say whether the General 
had ever placed hi> hand to such explanation or 
noi; but whenever he had been called on by letter, 
he had, Mir. B. believed, given an answer. | It was 
not to be expected that he would answer every let- 
ter containing the same thing over and over again, 
but he had given an answer in a satisfactory way. 


After some further coversation, which, owing to 
the disorder which prevailed, could not be reported 
with accuracy—Mr, DUNCAN asked Mr. Bonn 
if he could furnish a single document signed by 
Harrison within the last year, either in relation to 
a United States Bank, Abolition, the assumption of 
State debts by the General Government, the distri- 
bation of the public lends, or any such important 
questions, and in which he, General Fiarrison, had 
given a final answer to such questions. Let the 
gent’eman say yes or no. 

Mr. BOND said that when he had such serious 
interrogatories propounded tohim, he took it for 
granted that it was reasonable he should be allowed 
time to make a response. 


Mr. DUNCAN finally proceeded with hisremarks, 
in which he undertook to comment upon the mili- 
tary and other talents of General Harrison in a se- 
vere manner, 

For this Mr. D. was called to order by members 
of the Opposition. He replied, that he would con- 
trive to keep in order, but if he was to be called to 
order for holding up the military glories of Harri- 
son, why were not other members called to order 
when they calicd Van Baren a jackass? 

[Tae remarks of Mr. D. will be given hereafter 
in extenso } 

Without concluding, Mr. D. gave way for a mo- 
lion that the committee rise. 

On the question being taken, no quorum voted; 
and 

The committee rose, and reported that fact to 
the House. f 

Mr. BEATTY moved that the House adjourn. 

The ycas and nays were called for; but they 
were not ordered. 

And then the FLouse adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, January 26, 1844. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a memorial of 
citizens of Indiana, praying Congress to take mea- 
sures for the recognition of the imdependence of 
Hayti, and the establishment of commercial re- 
lations with that Republic, 

Mr. S. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Indiana, praying such an amendment to the Con- 
stitution as to make white freemen the basis of re- 
presentation. 

‘Lhe question of receiving thee memorials, was, 

Oa motion by SEVIER, Jaid on the table. - 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
D. W. Prescott, praying that the duty on certain 
goods destroyed by fire may be ref unded; which 
was referred to toe Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MERRICK presen’ed the following memo- 
rial signed bya large number of the citizens of 
Wrashinston: 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Represen- 
talives: 

Tre undersigned citizens of the United States, in- 
habitants ef the city of Washington, beg Icave 
respectfully to protest egainst the passage, in its 
present shape, of the bill now before the Senate, 
entitled “a bill to amend and continne in force the 
act to incorporate the inhabitants of the City of 
Washington,” Ist. Because it proposes to give the 
right of suffrage to all persons, with no qualifica- 
tion other than a twelve month’s residence, and 
with no protection against fraudulent voting by pre- 
vious registry, and otber snflizient safeguard: 2d. 
Because it propses to make all persons eligible to 
the Mayoralty and to the Boards of Aldermen and 
Common Counci!, without any property qualifica- 
tiog, or other stake or interest in the city than inere 
residence; thus, in an incoporation of property, 
placing the power of taxation, and the property of | 


| 


the fixed and permanent inhabitants of the city, at 
the disposal and mercy of those who have nothing 
themseives, and are ofien mere birds of passage: 
3d. Because it proposes to submit the appoint- 
ment of magistrates, and other police officers, to 
popular election, with no checks on them, no re- 
sponsibility, no power of removal for malconduct 
or delinquency, and no ‘correclive whatever 
of these eonservaters of the peace and order of 
the city, other than what is furnished by the said 
popular election: And because the said bill does 
not contam, as it ought, various powers and provi- 
sions which experience under the existing charter 
has shown to be necessary and proper for the better 
protection of property, ard the better preservation 
of public order. For these reasons, (and for others 
which might be urged, but with which it is not 
necessary to trouble your honorable bodies, as 
these are insuperable and sufficient,) the under- 
signed respectfully pray that the said bill may not 
pass into a law, and that no other may be passed 
which has notthe assent and concurrence of the 
people of Washington, for whose government the 
act is designed, and whose wishes, it is presumed, 
ought therefore to be consulted. 

The memorial was read, and ordered to be 
printed. ` 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Andrew J. 
Johnson and Samuel M. Love; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Robert Fulton; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the bill supplementa- 
ry toanact entitled “An act to amend an act for 
the appointment of commissioners to adjust the 
claims to reservations of land under the treaty of 
1830 with the Choctaw Indians,” was taken up, 
and recommitted to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of a 
number of citizens of Prince Georges county, Ma- 
ryland, engaged in the planting and cultivation of 
tobacco, praying the adoption of measures by the 
General Government for the purpose of relieving 
their staple from the burdensome duties imposed in 
foreign countries. 

Mr. M. accompanied the presentation of the me- 
moriz! with some remarks, which were replied to 
by Mr. CALHOUN, when, without taking the ques- 
tion on its reference, the Senate passed to the con- 
sideration of the special order—the 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
cmption system, in favor of settlers on tbe public 
Jands,who shali inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a !og-cabin thei eon,was taken up, and having 
been read through, the question being on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Crirrenpen to recommit the bill, with 
instructions to report a bill for the distribution of 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 
the Sates. 

Mr. MANGUM addressed the Senate at much 
length in opposition to the bill, and ia favor of the 
recommi'ment. ; 

Mr. BENTON followed, confining bis remarks 
priacipsily to the establisnment. of the fact of 
foreign interference in the recent Presidential elce- 
lion. 

Mr. TALLMADGE replied, and 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tourspay, January 26, 1841. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, on leave, from the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, reported a bill to repeal 
so much of the act entititled “An act to alter and 
amend the several acts imposing duties on im- 
ports,” approved July 14, 1832, as exempts pins 
of foreign manufacture from the payment of dutiés; 
and proposes to subject them, when imported, after 
the first day of April next, to a duty of twenty per 
cent. ad valorem, ; 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole en the 
state of the Union. f 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


127 


Mr. POPE asked the consent of the House to 
present the resolutions of the Legislature of Ken- 
tucky, on the subject of the public lands, etc. 
that they might lie on the table, and be printed. 

Objeetion being made, : 

Mr. POPE moved to suspend the rules for that 
purpose; but the motion was negatived. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Casey in the Chair, and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill aathorizing the 
issue of five millions of 

TREASURY NOTES. 

Mr. DUNCAN being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed his remarks from yesterday in favor of the 
bill, and in reply to the numerous charges of the 
opposition against the financial policy or the Ad- 
ministration. With this view, he took a review 
of the corrupt transactions of the United States 
Bank,and showed how far its supporters were quali- 
fid to act as judges against the present pary in 
power. 

Mr. D. then at some length went into an exami- 
nation of the banking system in general, and the 
exclusive privileges and superior advantages which 
such incorporated institutions possessed over indi- 
viduals. He denied that the banking system was 
the offspring of the Democratic party, avd in proof 
thereof referred to the vote taken at the last session 
on the bill for re-chartering the District Banks. 
‘The record would show that the Democratic party 
in the House refused to grant a renewal of the 
charters with the usual privileges, unless those 
banks would first pay their debts. 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. D. intimated 
that by way of illustrating his arguments in rela- 
tion to the Whigs, he had taken the liberty of call- 
ing upon his poet. 

Several members desired that the poetry might 
be read. 

Mr. DUNCAN said no, it would not do; for were 
he to aitempt to read it there, he would be called to 
order. Besides, the poetry was to be sung. 

A member desired to know if it would be in order 
to have the poetry sung. Ifso, he should desire it. 

Mr. DUNCAN could not oblige the gentleman; 
but they would see the poetry in print, when his 
remarks were published. But he had ne objection 
toinform them that the poctry was set to the tune 
Roslin Castle. 

Before concluding, Mr. D. adverted to a letter 


from Mr, Kelly, which appeared in the National 


Intelligencer some time ago, denying that General 
Harrison had refused to give pledges, ete. Mr, D. 
produced evidence from an authentic source, 
showing that the statements of said letter were not 
true, all which wiil be given when the specch shall 
be published in full. 

“When Mr. Duncan had finished his remarks, 
he read from the Intelligencer the following, as re- 
ported in that paper: 

‘Mr. W. C. Jounson submitted to the Chair 
whether it was in orcer for an individual to charge 
General Harrison with cowardice, who had himseif 
been branded asa coward on this floor?’ 

“This paper was putin his hand a mement before 
he commenced speaking. He had deferred saying 
any thing on the subject until he should finish 
his remarks, expecting that some denial would 
be made, or some correclicn ot the report 
ordered. But that not being done, he 
nounced its author (pointing to Mr. Wm. Cost 
Jonnson,) a base liar, a contemptible puppy, «a 
scoundre/, and an infamous coward, Now, sir, 
said Mr- D. I beard no pait of the matter so re- 
ported, as applied to myself; and I ask the chair- 
man, who was hearer to Mr. Jounson, whether or 
not he heard the member so express himself ? 

“The chairman [Mr. Camppety] responded that 
he heard no such remark. 

“Then, said Mr. D. ifsaid at all it must have 
been mutiered, and not intended to be heard. 


“Myr. Jonsson rose and said he was correctly 
reported. He had made the remark, and justi- 
fied it. He read a part of a speech which purport- 
ed to have been delivered in suppori of the resolu- 
tion which had been intreduced to expel Mr. D. for 
the publication of certain letters, posting erriain 


de- 


members therein named. Mr. J. made some other 
remarks in justification. 


_ b“ Mr. Duncan said that resolution and 
its sapport was founded in base cowardice. 
It was manufactured, as he was informed, 


and had reason to believe, in a caucus; 
and the object was to relieve the members 
posted in the said leiters from disgrace, which they 
had not the courage to relieve themselves from. 
When the resolution was introduced, it was inti- 
mated that the publication of these letters was 
postponed until after the passage of the law against 
dueling. As soon as that intimation was uttered, 
Mr. D. said he pronounced the man who im- 
puted such a motive to bim, a base soundrel 
and a iiar. The member from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Menieg] intimated the same; he, too, 
said Mr. D. I poiuted out instanily, and pre- 


nounced a contemptible scoundrel, and told 
him that the duelling law only operated 
over ten miles squarc; and in ten or tweive 


short days we would be out of these ten miles 
square, and any gentleman who felt himself ag- 
grieved, might call on him: he should be met, 
and have such redress as he might have the 
courage to ask. Mr. D. disclaimed having 
charged General Harrizon with cowardice, in 
any remark he had made; he had presented no fact 
oy statement but what the political history of the 
country and of the last war warranted. and sustain- 
ed. Those who heard him, and those who. might 
read him, could draw their own conclusions. And 
to conclude, once for ail, said Mr. D. E repeat and 
fix vpon the member (Mr. Jonsson] the charge I 
made upon him. He is weleume to make the best 
of it.” 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky next obtained the floor, 
and went into an examination of the estimates sub- 
mitted by the Sec:eiary of the Treasury; contend- 
ing thal, at the close of 1841, there would be a de- 
ficit of ten millions of dollars, and that it was the 
the duty of Congress to make more ample provi- 
sion for the present year than had yet been pro- 
posed. Mr. D. spoke at some length in favor of 
fortifying the country, and increasing the strength 
of the navy, &c. and concluded by expressing his 
that the amendment of Mr, Barxan (to tax wines, 
silks, etc.) was the best means yet proposed for 
raising the necessary revenue to carry on the 
operations of theGovernment for the present year. 

The commi tee then rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Mr. CRASB, on leave, presented the preamble 
and resolutions of the Legislature of the Siate of 
Alabamo, protesting against the revival of a pro- 
teclive tariff, which were laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed, . 

Mr. C. also asked leave to present a memorial 
having reference to claims {cr military services. 

Bat objection being made, 

Mi. C. moved to suspend the rules. 

Pending whieh motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Webnuspay, January 27, 1841 

The VICK PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a ketter from the Secretary of War, transmiitisg 
fifty-two copies of the official Army Register in 
compliance with the resolution of the 13th Decem- 
ber, 1815; which was read. 

Mr. WALKER submited a communication 

from the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to the 
claim of the village cf Carondelet, in Missouri, to 
a tract of land; whieh was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 
t Mr. W. also presented the petition of a number 
of the inhabitants of Noxubee county, Mississippi, 
praying tbat the right of pre-emption to a tract of 
jand may be extended to Christopher Nations, a 
settler on the public jands; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pable Lands. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of a number 
of the citizens of Natchez, Mississippi, praying the 
passage of a general bankrapt law; which was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of a nam- 
berof the citizens of Maine, praying that the fish- 


ing bounties and allowances may not be disconti- . 
nusd; which, with former memorials onthe subject, 
was referred to the Committez on. Finance. - we 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Hannah 
Page, widow of a Revolutionary ‘soldier; which - 
was referred to the Committee,on Pertsions. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of Pni'adelphia, praying the erection 
of ancw custom-house at that place; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, aapi 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of citizens-of 
Philadelphia, praying the erection of a light house 
on Brandywine Shoal; whieh was referred: to: the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of St. Clair county, Michigan, for a 
general baxkrupt law; which was laid on. the 
table. ` 

Mr. SEVIER presente | the memorial of the Ge- 
neral Aszembly.of Arkansas, asking an appropri- 
ation for completing the miiitary road from Mem- 
phis to Litle Rock; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FULTON presented tne memorial of the 
General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, pray- 
ing an appropriation for completing. the road from 
Helena to Cache; which was referred to the Com- 
miitee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. F. also presented a memorial of the same 
body, asking a donation of land to aid the White 
River Tarnpike Company; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. : ; 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the memorial of James 
Allen, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W, alo, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of ‘Fhomas L. Winthrep and 
others, directors of an association cailed the New 
Esgland Mississippi Land Company; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill authorizing the settlement and payment 
of certain claims of the State of Alabama; and 

The bill directing sets of the standard weights 
and measnres to be placed in the War Depart- 
ment; were severally read a third time, ‘and 
passed. f TA ; 

The memorial of a number of citizens of Prince 
Georges county; Maryland, engaged in the planting 
and cultivation of tobacco, praying the adoption of 
measurey by the General Government for the pure 
poss of relicving their staple from. the burdensome 
duties imposed in foreign couatries, which was not 
disposed of yesterday, was tiken up, and Mr. 
MERRICK reptied at considerable length to Mr. 
Catuoun’s remarks yesterday. He was briefly re- 
plicd to by Mr. CALHOUN, who was followed in 
the debate by Messrs. LINN and PRESTON; 
when, without coming to a conclusion, on motion 
by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the special order, the 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

Tie bill to establish a permanent prospective pres 
emption system, in favor of sétilergon the public, 
lands who shall inhabit and eullivate the same, and 
raise a log-cabin thereon, wag taken up, the ques- 
tion being on the motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN to re- 
commit the bil}, with instructions to ‘report a bill 
for the distribution of the ‘proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands among the States. a eg 

Mr. LUMPKIN said ke roge to make but a very 
few remarks, As usual, he felt indisposed to ad- 
dres the Senate, whenever his views were pre- 
sented by others; but apon the present occasion, he 
considered it his daty to speak briefly for himself. 
The subject had, in ils progress, assumed a magni- 
tude, and gathered around it an importance, rarely 
equalled on the floor of the Senate. - The original 
proposition or bill, which gave rise to this discus- 
sion, provided, and was simply intended to secure 
to actual and humble settlers oa the public lands, 
the right of pre-emption to one handred and sixty 
acres of the public land, at the Government price 
of $1 25 per acre. But the various topics of 

iscussion introduced here, had embraccd almost 
the entire range of party measures, and party po- 
lites, known to our country. For himself, he bad 
neither tasie or disposition to enter {upon a. par- 
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tisan. controversy on the floor of the Senate. 
Ripe years, and an abiding sense of the dignity 
of the station which he had the henor to cecupy, 
forbade his entering ona course which might change 
the appropriate sphere of the Senator into that of 
the mere partisan. If he felt himself prepared to 
enter upon the discussion. of all the subjects 
brought into this debate, he should certainly at this 
time forbear from doing so. He felt none of that 
-spirit of party iriumph which we have seen exhi- 
‘bited more than once in this chamber, -since the 
commencement of the present session. No, sir, 
(said Mr: L.) taking the late elections for a test, I 
am-in the minority in my own State, and in the 
Union. Well, if the people will it, be itso, But 
if he was in a majority, he would sound no shouts 
of triumph here; h: would wear his honors with 
becoming modesty. 


Since the commencement of the prezent session, 
an honorable Senator expressed the opinion that he 
considered the Senators from nineteen States in- 
structed to vote for the repeal of the Independent 
Treasury. I suppose, sir, (said Mr. L.) Lam one 
of the Senators included in this count, ard there- 
fore he would take that occasion to state, that he 
had no special instructions whatever. His in- 
structions were embraced in those general obliga- 
tions which devolve on every Senator. His cpi- 
nions remained unchanged upon the subject of the 
Independent Treasury, and every cther important 
measure which had agitated the conntry for several 
years past. And he would add, thathe believed a 
majority of the people of Georgia this day concur- 
red: with him upon all these important measures. 
True, a majority had notconcurred with hinn in se- 
lecting men for office. A majority of the late Le- 
gislature of Georgia were the supporters of General 

` Harrison forthe Presidency. Why did they not 
instruct him (Mr. L.) to vote for the repeal of the 
Independent Treasury, and for the establishment gf 
a National Bank? Such resolations were intro- 
duced into the Legislature of Georgia, but prudence 
was considered the better part of valor. The Elar- 
rison patty, though in a majerity, feared to pass 
them. Therefore, he hoped it would hereafter be 
understood that he was unencumbered with any 
special instructions from his immediate constituent 
body, or from the people of Georgia. Sir, (said 
Mr. L.) I verily believe, this day a large majority 
cf the people of Georgia concur with me in regard 
to.the public measures and policy of the country — 
while they have differed with me in the selection 
of the man to earry out these measures and policy. 
The short tame I remain here, my course upon all 
great measures will remain unchanged, and I shall 
return to my censtinents with a full confidence that 
I have represented the wiskes of a very large ma- 
jority of them. 

As hehad already intimated, he would not de- 
tain the Senate by entering upon any one of the 
great questions which have ijucidentally grown out 
of the diseussion of the policy of the pre-emption 
bill, Eis views had been presented by different Se- 
nators, wi h whom he had voted upon these several 
subjects, and consequently he should not travel over 
tbe same ground, : 


He would anly say, in conclusion, that he had 
always thought, and still thought, that the test pos- 
sible disposition which could be made of the publie 
domain was for the Government to sell it, ata Jair 
price, to actual settlers,in small quantities—in quan- 
tities suited to the wants and abilities of the setilers. 
He had long sinc: been disgusted with the auction 
system; he had witnessed the operations of that 
system. I: secured to capitalisls, moneyed combi- 
nations, and speculators, the whole of the best 
lands, to the exc'usion of honest, humble industry. 
He was pleased with the prospective character of 
this pre-emption bill. It was a call to the poor aad 
needy, but industrious and enterprising, from every 
part of the country, to go forward, cultivate, work, 
multiply, and replenish the earth. 

Sir, (said Mr. L ) I would not only open the door 
to male'cit zens of the United States over twenty- 

“one years of age, but to male and female over and 
under twenty-one years of age; and neither would 
he require that they should be naturalized citizens. 
Actual bona fide settlement and improvement is al! 


that he would require, in addition to the prompt 
payment of the Government price for a smal piece 
of land. This policy would benefit the Govern- 
ment, as well as administer to the wants of humani- 
ty. Itprovides for the poor and the needy, who 
are willing to work and cultivate the soil, whether 
male or female, naturalized citizen or foreigner. 
He had no apprehensions of evil consequences from 
the husbandman. Wo, sir, (said Mr. L.) this fer- 
tile, this highly favored land, has no evil to appre- 
hend from the tiller of the soil. Agricultural pur- 
suits, properly conducted, never fail to make the 
best of citizens. His only hope for the permanent 
prosperity of this country was based upon the virtue, 
intelligence, and industry of our agricultural popu- 
lation. 

Mr. ANDERSON briefly replied to some of the 
remarks of Mr. Manoaum yesterday. 

Mr. WRIGHT then took the floor, and spoke 
until nearly 4 o’elock in opposition to the distribu- 
tion policy; when, wi hout concluding, he yielded 
to a motion for adjournment. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
- Wepnerpay, January 27, 1841. 

The SPEAKER stated the first business in order 
to be the mo:ion made by Mr. CRABB on yester- 
day to suspend the rules, to enable him to present 
a memorial; pending which motion the House had 
adjourned. 

‘The question was taken and decided in the af- 
firmative; and 

Mr. CRABB presented the memorial and reso- 
lutions of the General Assembly of the State of 
Alabama, claiming reimbursement for ceriain large 
advances made by her in carrying on the late war 
with the Creek Indians in Alabama; which were 
referred to the Commiltce on Military Affairs. 

Mr. EASTMAN, on leave, presented additional 
evidence in the case of Mark Burnham; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 


On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House re-“ 


solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
State of the Union, (Mr. Cassy in the chair) and 
resumed the consideration of the bill authorizing 
the issue of es 
TREASURY NOTES. 4 fF 

Mr. POPE being entitled to the floor, said his 
real object in obtaining the floor, was to advise his 
Whig friends notto make any further delay in the 
passage of the bl, It had been conceded by al} 
that tne bill ought to pass, and he therefore saw no 
necessity for discussing subjects which had been 
debated on every stump for the las} four years. 
Mr. P. observed that they had a great deal of pri- 
vate and other business to act upon at the present 
session, and he therefore suggested whether it would 
not, for the presen!, be best to have a cessation of 
hostilities on party questions, and take the question 
at cnce on the passage of the bill. 

Several members here said, “agreed,” “agreed.” 

Bat Mr. WISE and other Opposition members 
intimating that they would claim their right to ad- 
dress the committee, 

Mr. POPE said as that was the case, and his 
Whig friends persisted in continuing the debate, he 
had no alternative but te proceed. 

Mr. P. then took a review of the means reported 
by the Secretary of the Treasury for meeting the 
deman¢s against the Government for the present 
year, and contended that the calculations had been 
made witheut sufficient data. He then gave, in 


detail, his views as to the real amount that was to ! 


be expected from the customs, the public lands, and 
other souices referred to by the Secretary in his re- 
port. : 

In speaking of the tariff question, Mr. P. gave it 
as his opinion that before long the States of the South 
themselves wou d be in favor of a protective tariff 
on tobacco and other articles raised in the South: 
He referred toa memorial, now on iheir tables, 
from the Tobacco Convention, asking for the pro- 
tection of that interest, and in which conventicn 


were men from Maryland, Virginia, Tennessee, 


and Kentucky. i 
Mr. P. was cpposed to the reduction of any o 
the expenditures for the navy or other public works 


He reviewed the growing power of England, her 
daring ambition, tbe increase of her navy by steam 
ships, etc. and contended that our only means of 
securing ourselves was to make liberal appropria- 
tions for the erection of steam batteries, and the 
increase of our naval power. In his opinion, the 
cnly effectual way in which we could speak to 
England, would be through our guns. 

As for British gold, and British influence, the 
only way to counteract that was to arm ourselves 
with a sound currency. 

Mr. P. then at some length urged that the only 
mode of obtaining a sound currency was the re- 
establishment of a National Bank. 

He then went on to tell how the coming Admi- 
nistration would put all those matters to rights, and 
how the currency, under their guidance, would be 
firm, stable, and not liable to depreciation. 

He also gave his views in relation to log cabins 
and log cabin policy, as connected with the distri- 
bution of the proceeds of the public lands. He 
contended that any policy which screwed the mo- 
ney out of the pockets of the laboring man, was a 
bad policy. He desired that the road to a home 
in the Western wilderness might be still kept open 
for the poor. He maintained that a great pertion 
of the Western lands was scarcely worth any 
thing, and the gentlemen who imagined they were 
giving away the public lands by selling them at a 
dollar and a quarter an acre, were much mistaken. 
The fact was, that in many cases the land was not 
worth that price. He therefore objected against 
any system which would increase the price. 

He took the ground that the General Govern- 
ment ought not to look upon the Western lands 
ssa source of revenue, and it was in this view 
that he was in favor of a distribution. 

After speaking for two hours, Mr. P. said he 
was exhausted, and would now give way to bis 
friend, the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisx,] 
who cught not to domplain of his having occupied 


so much time; for he, (Mr. P.) had ence sat and 


listened patiently to a four hours’ speech of the 
gentleman, when scarcely any body else remained 
in the House. 

Mr. WISE then took 

way io. 
Mr. W. COST JOHNEON, who desired to 
make a statement in relation to certan remarks of 
Mr. Duscan in the Globe of last evening. (Mr. 
Dowcan at this time was not in his seat.) 

Mr. J. then read the following extract from House 
report of yesterday: 

“Bat that not being done, he denounced its an- 
thor (pointing to Mr. Wm. Cosr Jounson) a 
base liar, a contemptible puppy, a scoundrel and 
an infamous coward.” 

Now he Mr. J. wished to say that this language 
imputed by the Globe to the member from Ohio 
was not used by him, as every gentleman in the 
House could testify. The statement was entirely 
false. After some further remarks in relation to 
the principles which influenced his own conduct, 
Mr. J. concluded by repeating that the language 
putin the Globe was not used by the gentleman 
from Ohio, and there was no gentleman of any 
party in the House who would rise and say that it 
was used. 


{The Reporter, asan act of justice to himself, 
states that he is inno way responsible for that por- 
tion of the report disciaimed by Mr. Jonnson.] 

Mr. WISE regretted that, on this occasion, he 
felt compelled to take the floor, being physically 
unfit to talk for two or three hours on the bill under 
consideration. If his friends had chosen to vote in 
silence, without condemning the vote which hei nå 
tended to give, he would gladly have said nothing. 
He would, too, much rather have preferred, before 
the debate arose on this question, that his friends 
should have met together as brothers, and recen- 
ciled their differences; and regretted exceedingly to 
differ from any one of them. They had advanced 
cpinions not only for themselves, but for their party; 
and had taken upon themselves to advance opinions 
on this question from which he was obliged to dissent. 
Whether they would be the opinions of the coming 
Administration, remained to be seen. 
fied gentlemen that, as far as his voice was heard— 
in the House, in the forum, on the floor of Con- 


the floor, but gave 


But he noti- -~ 
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Centinued from No. B. 
gress—wherever he had any influesco—he ds 
claimed speaking for the coming Administration. 
If sorte of his friends had differed from him, they 
must not complain if he should express opinions 
different from theirs—especially must they not 
complain when no two of them hal agreed with 
each other; for, if what they said was true, we 
should indeed should have a moiley policy. 

Mr. W. said, from the signs of the times now 
before him, he intended to vote for the bill under 
consideration, to which he intended to offer an 
amendment. He had heretofore voted against the 
issue of Treasury notes; because it was tvo easy a 
means for raising fundsto carry oa the Govern- 
ment, and because it was difficult to conviree tbe 
people that it was a public debt. He conceded the 
constitutional power, but thought it cught to be 
used only in cases of great emergency. To bz 
canlid and plain, he would vote for the bill for 
the reasons, first, asa friend of the coming Admi- 
nistration, to provide it with the means to carry on 
the Government after the 4th of March; secondly, 
because it was the best means to prevent a called 
session of Congress; thirdly, to prevent, during the 
year 1841, the premature revision of the compro- 
mise act, or tariff} and atthe same time prevent 

_the seizure of the proceeds of the sates of the pub- 
lic lands for distribution. : 

Mr. W. noticed a letter, published recently in 
the Richmond Enquirer, under date of Wasbing- 
ton, January 14, 1841, in which it was intimated 
that Mr. Wise was disafiected towards the coming 
Administration, which assertion Mr. W. pro- 
nounced an infamous slander, whether coming from 
friend or foe. 

After spéaking of the vations parties which had 
united to defeat the present Administration, Bir. 
W. avowed himself a plain Repebliean of the 
Madison school, and war i 
House that he wouhi go « 
could, bat told them to mary ths 
for Republican tenets and Republican policy. One 
of the Republican tenets which he would exact 
was, General Harrison shall not be ruled by e party; 
if he should, the country would be misruled; for 
the election of General Harrison wes not a party 
triumph, bat a glorious national triumph, and 
it was the duty of the President elect to be the 
President of the nation and not ofa party, &c. 

Mr. W. was understood to contend for an issne 
of five millions of ‘Treasury notes after the 3ist of 
March; in short, that the coming Adminis ration 
might enjoy thesame benefit under the bill now be- 
fore the committee as the present Administration 
possessed under the act of 1840. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said ke wonld take the 
occasion to state that it was not expected by the 
Secretary of the Treasury that more than one pil- 
jon of dollars would be used before the 4th of 
March; the greater proportion of which would be 
required to pay pensions which will fall due after 
the 34 ef March. it will not, thererore, be re- 
quired to meet liabilities falling upon this Admi- 
nistration, but upon that which is to succeed it; so 
that General Harrisons administration will have 
the full benefit of five millions of collars for one 
year after the 31of March. A similar bill was 
deemed necessary for the present administration 
under like circumstances at the commencement of 
the last year; and Mr. J. eonsidered it just and 
proper now to make a similar provision. 

Mr. WISH, without emeluding his remarks 
gave way for a motion that ihe committee rise 
and 

The committee then rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Mr. EASTMAN gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or as soon thereafter as it might be in or- 
der, ask leave to introduce a bill to exiend for five 
years the act entitled an act granting half-pay and 
pensions to certain widows, approved July 7, 1838. 

Mr. BOARDMAN, on leave, introduced the fol- 
9 wing resolution, which was agreed to: 


he 
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Resclted, "That the Secretary of Siate be directed 
to communicate to this House an abstract of the re- 
tures of the marshal of the District of Connecticut, 
showing 'h: numberof slaves within the said district 
a by the census of 1840. And to ascertain and 
report to this Howse whether the captives taken 
frum the schooner Amistad were included in the 
number cf slaves. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, January 28, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submited a message 
from the President of the United States, transmitting 
the twelfth annual report of the Board of Inspec- 
tors of the Penitentiary of the Disirict of Colom- 
bia; which was referred to the Commiitce cn the 
Diitrict of © lumbia. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a resolution of 
the General Assembly of his State, instructing their 
Senators and Represeniatives “io procure, if pos- 
sible, by their exertions, at as early a day as may 
be ia their power, a repeal of a bill passed at the 
last session of Congress, known as the Independent 
Treasury bill; which was read,and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a report and 
resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of 
Alabama, in relation to the controversy between 
the States of Georgia and Maine, growing out of 
the refusal cf the Jatter State to deliver esriain fu- 
gitives from justice who fled from punishment for 
offences commitied within the jurisdiction of Geor- 
gia; which were read, aad ord red to be printed, 

Mr. TALLY ADGE presented three memori 
of citizens of New York, severaiiy praying the 
pas:age of a bankrupt Jaw; wh ch were Jaid on the 


aly 


| Myr. BE 
Ho W. Tompson, 


‘jal of the Pal 
ion of the elity of 
“a baskrupt law; 
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praying ite] 
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Mir, E. also presciled the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of New York, remon- 
strating against the repeal of the act of March 2, 
1837, concerning pilots; which was ordered to be 
risted. 

Mr. T. also presented the petition of a number 
of merchants and other citizens of New York, 
praying the substitution of tea and coffee for the 
spirit now allowed to the seamen ia the navy ra- 
tion; which wes laid on the table. 

NTON presnted the memorial of Mary 
widow cf Colonel Thompson, tate 
of the United States army; which was referred to 


‘| the Committee on Miary Affairs, and ordered to 
H be printed. 
i ír. TAPPAN presented the memorial of a num- 


ze of a 


+ bank 
enied the petitin of Join 
s referred to the Committce on 
iutionary Claims. . 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of citi- 
zeas of Michigan, praying the passage of a bank- 
rupt law; which was isid on the taie. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial of citizens 
ef Western Michigan, preying an appropriation io 
complete the harbor of 8t. Jesephs; which was re~- 
ferred to the Commitiee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. HUN PINGTON, the petition 
of E. W. and H Smith, no v, now on file, was re- 
il ferred to the Committee on Cjaims. a 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the memorial of Wm. 
A. Slacum, now on fiie, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. PRESTON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to se- 
eure to the authors o° dramatic works their in- 
terest therein; which ke asked might be referred to 
the Commitiee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he had formerly 


intrcdueced a bill on the subject of copy-right, 
| which he would have again presented but from the 
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apprehension there was little prospect of, its p: 
sage at the present session. He would give nolit 
however, that :f he wasa member of. the body 
the next session, he wouid take an early-opport 
nity of pressing the matier upon the attention of t 
Senate. 2 a 
‘She bill was then referred. io RES 
On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the Committ 
on Pensions were instructed to inquire into the pr 
priety of granting a pension to Daniel Peck f 
disabilities incurred during the, last war, while : 
ihe line of his duty. 
Air, H. presented papers in relation to the abot 
which were referred to the Committee on Pensior 
Mr. PIERCE submitted a resolulion instructi 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Ria 
to inquire into the expediency of reducing t 
posiage on letiers and newspapers—the propriety 
which he illustrated and enforced at consideral 
length. The resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resol 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, Thata committee be appointed to jc 
such committee as may be appointed by the Hov 
of Representatives, to ascertain and report a mo 
of examining the votes for President and Vice Pi 
sident of the United States, and of notifying the pi 
sons elected of their election. , 
PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW 
‘Pe bill to establish a permanent prospecti 
pre-emption system, in favor ef settlers on the pt 
lie lands wro shall ishabitand cultivate the san 
an traise a log-cabin thereon, was. taken up; i 
question being on the motion of Mr, CRITTEND. 
lo recominit the bill with instructions to report 
bill for the distributioa of the proceeds of the sa 
of the prblic lands among the Siates. ; 
Mr. WRIGHT resumed and concluded. his 
in oppos tion to the distribution policy. 
CLAY of Kentucky tool the floor: at 
, and, without e-nelading, at balf past 
ame nt. 


Orel 
gave way toa motion for adjo 
Aud the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trorspay, January 28, 1841. 

Mr. HOLMES asked leave to offer a rezolutii 
that so much of the report of the Secretary of 
"Treasury as proposes the rebuilding of the arse 
at Charleston, Soath Carolina, be referred to 
Committee on Military Affairs. i 

Qbjection being made, : 

Wir, HOLMES moved to suspend the rales; | 
the motion was negatived. 

‘ne SPEAKER laid before the House the f 
lowing communications, viz: 

I. A letter from the Postmaster General, tra 
mitting a reportof all fines imposed, and dedi 
tions made from the pay of contractors during 
year ending June 30, 1840. k 

IL A letter from the Postmaster General, tra 
mitting, in obedience to a resolutution of the Ho 
of Representatives, paszed at the last session, & 
of the new post routes named in the petitions a 
resolutions presented at the last session of © 
gress, with the estimate of the probable expense 
putting each of them in operation. an 

IH. A letter from the Postmaster General, trai 
mitting a list of the new post routes in the State 
Biichigan, with an estimate of the ézpense 
putting ikem in operation, which was omitted 
the above list. 

Iv. A letter from the Postmasier General, tra 
mitting, in obedience to a-resolution of the Ho 
of Representatives, a dist of all the post roads 
ihe United States in ‘operation on the 30th Ju 
1840, showing the’ kind of service on each, the 
ceipts of each office for the year ending 30th Ju 
1840, and the annual cost of transportation there 
respectively. Also, diagrams delineating said rou 
and distinguishing them by their different grade: 
service; which list comprises the States-of Mai 


‘New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rb 
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| take up the bill confirming to the State of Indiana 
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Island, . Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 


to it, as having been used, and reiterated. -He 


wonld take this opportunity of saying >t he would j 


Pengsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland. 

Which communicalicns were severally referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

V. A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting, in compliance with the resolution of the Ist of 
February, 1840, 250 copies of the Official Army 
Register for 1841; which was laid on the table. 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

The following bills from the Senate were then 
read a first and second time, and appropriately re- 
ferred, viz: . 

“An act for the relief of Daniel G. Skinner, of 
Alabama. 
© An act to provide for taking evidence in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and in the Territories of the 
United States, in certain cases, 

An act for the relief ot the executor of Thomas 
Cooper, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal represent- 
atives of Aaron Vail, deceased, late consul at 
L'Orient. 

An act to confirm claims to lands in the district 
between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers. 

An act for the relief of Charles Morgan, of Loni- 
siana. : 

An act for the relief of Charles Morgan, 

An act confirming certain land claims in Lonisi- 
ana. 


the House then resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casgy 
in the chair.) and resumed the consideration of jhe 
bill authorizing the issue of five millions of < 
TREASURY NOTES. 
The question pending waz on the metion of Mr. 
aai to strike out the enacting clause,of the 
ill, y 
Mr. WISE being entitled to the floor, was about 
o resume his remarks from yes'erday, when he 
gave way to 

Mr. DUNCAN, who said that in the Globe of 
yesterday morning, which he held in his hand, was 
the following report: 

“ When Mr. Duncan had finished his remarks, 
he read from th@ Intelligencer the following, as re- 
ported in that paper: 

“Mr. W. C. INsoN submitted to the Chair 
whether it was in order for an individual to charge 
General Harrison with cowardice, who had himself 
been branded as a coward on this floor? 

“This paper was put inhishand a moment before 
he commenced speaking. He had deferred saying 
any thing on the subject until he should finish his 
remarks, excepting that some denial would be 
made, or some correction of the report ordered. 
Bat that not being done, he denoureed its author 
(pointing to Mr. Wm. Cost Jonnson,) a base liar, 
a contemptible puppy, a soundrel, and an infamous 
coward,” 

After reading the above, Mr. DUNCAN pro- 
ceeded to say that in the Intelligencer of this morn- 
ing he was astonished to see a positive denial that 
he had used the offensive language in question to the 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Jounson.] Mr. D. 
then stated that he did use every word of the langnege, 
There was, however, one word in it which he was 
not quite certain he used, viz: the word “puppy.” 
He was not quite certain that he used that word, 
but a member now near him was confident that the 
word was used in connection with the others, But 
he, Mr. D. did use the words; it was a correct re- 
port and he could proye it. 

Mr. D. was not disposed now to make a new 
issue out of the matter, but when it came fo sean- 
ning the character of gentlemen here, he might 
present some facts which should set them fair before 
the public. 

Mr. D. continued, that he merely rose to assert 
that the language denied by the gentleman from 
Maryland was used, and he now reiterated it; yes, 
every word of it he reiterated. 

Mr. D. then disclaimed any knowledge of the 
technicalities of the duello, but trusted that when. 
ever Cccasion should call, he would not be deficient 
in courage to meet the man who gave him cause. 

Mr. D. Tepeated that he used every word of the 
language attributed to him in the report of the 
Globe, and that he should publish itang put hisname 

+ e 


On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES of. Virginia, | 


trouble the committee no more with this matter, as 
he had said allhe intended to say. If he should 
have occasion to take any further notice cf the 
ma'ter, it shoald be done ouf of the House, when he 
would address the public through the columns of 
the newspapers. He would be heard there and read 
by the people. 

Mr. D. said that he would further remark, that 
the duelling law of this District had as little terror 
for him as it appeared te have to others. The 
member from Maryland might rest assured that he 
would have nothing to fear from him (Mr. D ) in 
relaion to that law. 

After an ineffectual attempt by Mr. STANLY 
to obtain the floor, 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON sent to the Clerks table 
a letter, which the Reporter to this paper had ađ- 
dressed to him, stating that the remarks ef Mr. 
Duncan were revised by that gentleman previous 
to their going to press. [The unmerited censure 
cast upon the Reporter by several members, in- 
duced him to take that step.] 

The letter having been read, 

Mr. JOHNSON proceeded to make some brief 
retaliatory remarks, in which he contended that 
Mr. Duncan had not relieved ‘himself from the 
charge. 

Mr. DUNCAN said that the remarks in the 
Gl be were precisely what he said. 

Mr. WISE said he would never again yield the 
floor for the purpose of allowing gentlemen to in- 
dulge in per:onalities, and alluded to the passage of 
a certain Jaw of Congress, and the predictions he 
then made in regard to it—the fruits of which the 
Ifouse were! daily witnessing. He again referred 


to the Jeter inthe Richmond Ecquirer, speaking | 


of his opposition to W. C, Rives. Although 
Mr. W’s personal feelings in this matter re- 
mained unchanged, he was, nevertheless, glad that 
Mr. R. was sent back to the Senate of the United 
States, and hoped he would pursue the Republican 
tack of his great patron, Mr. Jefferson. 

Mr. W. recapitulated his reasons why he would 
vote for the Treasury note biil; one of which was 
that it would banish all excuses for a called session. 
If one should be called, nothing would be done; 
the country would be dissatisfied, and the Admini- 
siration blamed. Tris was the case in 1837, 
when two months were consumed in debate, end 
nothing was done; and ifanextra session were to 
be called in 1841, the country would be left where 
it was, except subjected to some additional expense 
of two or three hundred thousand dollars. 

After urging fnrther objections against an extra 
session, Mr. W. said he hoped the majority in the 
House would leave the Whigs the means to carry on 
the Government until December next, and let them 
go home and consult with their constituents on the 
very important measures which he feared would be 
prematurely brought forward at a called session; 
wait the development of events; wait to see the 
importations of the country, and not anticipate 
them; go home and feel the pulse of the people on 
the subject of a bank, the publie lands, ete. 

Mr. W. said he was called on to do that which 
he never expected to do on God’s earth, and gen- 
tlemen must not smile when he had to praisea re- 
port of Levi Woodbury! At all events it was an 
able paper; from the Nazarene, from whom he 


never expected any good. Every gentleman, of- 


ali sides, did justice to the report, made in compliance 
with the resolution of the Senste of the 16th inst. 
calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury to com- 
municate io the Senate the plan of a permanent 
change in the tariff, and its details and general 
principles. Mr. W. remarked that gentlemen would 
find his sentiments precisely in the report of $e 
Secretary, for which he humbly and respecsfully 
thanked him. 

Mr. W. spoke at somei lengih in regard io the 
compromise act and other subjects connected with 
the revenue; but, without concluding, gave way for 
a motion that the committee rise. ` 3 

The committee then rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the House again re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, and 


a grant of land on the Wabash and Erie canal. 
Objection being made. - 
Mr. PROFFIT moved a suspension of the rules 
but no quorum voted, and 
The House then adjourned. 


Mr. Brae will please publish the annexed note 
of Mr. Hunt, (your Reporter,) which I herewith 
enclose yon. F send ita¢an offset to the note upon 
which Mr, Johnson relied to prove that I did-not 
denounce him as reported in last Wednescay’s Globe. 
The enclosed note witl show what Mr. Hunt remem- 
bers of the language used towards Mr. Johnson. 
Mr. Hunt was right in disclaiming responsibility. 
I revised his notes as reported, and inserted what 
he neglected or forgot to insert. I made the report 
correspond with what I said. 

A. DUNCAN, 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 29, 1841. 

Sia: Having, as an act of justice to myself, ad- 
dressed a letter tothe Hon. W. C. Johnson, stat- 
ing that certain ‘reporied proceedings in “the 
“Globe” were revised by you, at your request, 
I now state the language I understood you to use 
to that gentleman, end which would have appeared 
in the report had it not been revised. : 

In the first place you read from the National 
Intelligencer the following: 

“Mr. W. C. Johnson submitted to the Chair 
whether it was in order for an individual to charge 
General Harrison with cowardice, who had himself 
been branded as a coward on this floor.” 

After expressing your astonishment at the above, 
and stating that you heard no such remarks, you 
turned towards Mr. Johnson, and said, in substance, 
that “if the language was used, you bad no hesita- 
tion in denouncing the man who uttered itas guilty 
of a base falsehood, and an infamous liar,” 

I did not hear the terms “contemptible puppy,” 
“scoundrel,” end “infamous coward,” as applied 
to Mr. Johnson, but underst od them as having re- 
ference to what you stated had taken place between 
yeurself and Mr. Menefee, on a former occasion. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

_ WM. HUNT, Reporter to the Globe. 
Hon. ALEXANDER Duncan. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, January 29, 1841. 

Mr. WHITE presented resolutions of the Legis- 
Jature of Indiana in favor of holding the Presiden- 
tial elecion on the same day throughout the Union; 
which were laid on the table, and ordered to be 


printed. 
A NATIONAL BANK. 

Mr. WHITE also presented resolutions of the 
same body in favorof the creation of a National 
Bank. Mr. W. gave his views on the subject at 
considerable lengih, expressing himself strongly in 
favor of the measure recommended, and his confi- 
dence that the Administration about coming into 
power would do its duty in regard to it: The resos 
lutions were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition of citizens 
of Michigan in favor of a general bankrupt law; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a petition of ci- 
tizens of Utica, N. Y. for the passage of a bank- 
tupt Jaw; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of E. W. and 
H. Smith; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. GRAHAM, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill 
directing a survey to ascertain the practicability 
and expense of constructing a passage from Albe- 
marle Sound to the Atlantic Ocean; which, after 
some remarks from Mr. G@. was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. : 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
relief of Greene and Emerson was taken up ard 
considered as in committee of the whole, and, afm 
ter being explained by Mr. H. was ordered to te 
engrossed for a third reading. 
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On motion by Mr. KING, the bill increasing the 
pay of certain officers of revenue cutters, while 
serving in the navy of the United States, was taken 
up, and, after some remarks from Mr. Kyand Mr. 
LINN, it was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. ra 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW: 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlergfon the public 
lands who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a loz cabin thereon, was fakën up, the ques- 
tion being on the motion of My. RrrrendEN to re- 
commit the bill with instractiong to report a bill for 
the distribution of the proeced# of the sales of the 
public lands among the States. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky having cozeladed his 
remarks, 


Mr. TAPPAN rise and addressed the Senate as. 


follows: 

Mr. President: Before I proceed to remark upon 
the extraordinary attack made by the Senator from 
Kentucky upon my colleague and myself, I wish to 
ask that Senator who it is that he tharges with 
‘having mace a proposition to reduce wages.” 

Mr. CLAY said he did not mean to be under- 
stood as saying that any one had made such a pro- 
position. i 

_Mr. TAPPAN. Euch is the language you used, 


s 


sr. 

Mr. CLAY. I did not intend to charge any one 
with more than sustaining in argument a policy, 
the inevitable tendency of which would be to re- 
duce wages; and this was dene by many gentlemen 
whom I do not think Iam called upon to name. I 
do not recollect using the word proposition. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I am satisfied, sir, with this 
exp anation; the Senatoi’s construction of argu- 
ments made by others does not affect me. The 
Senator from. Kentucky on yesterday charged my 
colleague and myself with voting for a proposition, 
the effect of which would be to give away 160,000,- 
000 of acres of land, justly belonging to Ohio, for 
800,000 acres, and ordered us to go home and ac- 
count to our constituents for this gross sacrifice of 
the interests of Ohio. This charge of the Senator 
is not founded in truth, as I shall show; but let me 
not be misunderstood. Ido not say that the Sena- 
tor has intentionally stated a falsehood cn this 
floor; he would not do this, and yet it is strange 
that he, or any other less experienced legisla- 
tor, should so misconceive our vote on that 
occasion as be seems to have done. The case 
was this: tre Senator’s colleague [Mr.CRITTENDEN] 
had moved to recommit the bill with instructions to 
strike out all after the enacting clause and to insert 
what has gained the name of “Mr. Cray’s land 
bill,” upon which the Senator from South Carolina 
nearest to me [Mr. CaLnoun] moved to amend the 
motion of the Senator from Kentucky, by substi- 
tuting his [ Mr: Caruoun’s] bill for disposing of the 
publie lands to the States, so that if the motion to 
recommit should prevail, the plan of the Senator 
from South Carolina should be reported back to us 
instead of the Kentucky Senator’s bill. Now, who 
does not see that the question here, was not whether 
we should agree to adopt either of those projects; 
but it was a mere question of preference, 
and surely an opinion may be given in goed 
faith, that of two plans, one is better than 
another without any intention of adapting either. 
Suchewas this case; of the two plans, I preferred the 
one offered by the Senator from South Carolina, 
and so voted, not with a view of expressing any ap- 
probation of the plan proposed by the Senator from 
South Carolina, but to defeat the motion to refer 
with instructions made by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky on my right. These are the views in which 
my colleague and myself concur, as was expressed 
by him on yesterday, in his reply to the remark of 
the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay;] and I 
think if the question should ever again come up 
while I have the honor of a seat here, I shall conti- 
nue to give thé same preference, notwithstanding 
the denunciation of the Senator from Kentucky. I 
give no opinion upon the abstract merits of the plan 
proposed by the Senator from South Carolina, be- 
cause it is not and has not been before us on the final 
guestion of adopting it; but I will say that I am not 

nelined to make important charges in our land 


sysiem; that system has heretofore worked well, 
and I see no necessity for-a radical change of it. 
Sir, the Senator charges us upon this side with 
“opposing in advance the measures of the next Ad- 
ministration”—with making war upon it; and he 
quotes Shakspeare, “Come on McDuff,” as though 
we were actually in battle array against him. We 
have opposed the Senator’s unconstitutional project 
for distributing amongst the several States the reve- 
nue arising from the public lands, and Senators up- 
on this side have given as their opinión, and 
have demonstrated, that a special session of 
Congress will not be necessary. We have been 
told by Senators on the opposite side that these 
things, with some others, would be supported by 
the next Administration. We have seen and 
heard the Senator from Kentucky when he hasas- 
sured us that his land bill (as he calls it) “would 
pass” when thatgentleman and his friends came 
into power; that unless we repealed the Indepen- 
deat Treasury Dill, the next Administration would 
call an extra session of Congress to repealit. We 
have also heard the Senator describe, in his gra- 
phie way, how the next Administration would 
make a clear sweep of all office holders, with pro- 
bably no exceptions; but we have been ignorant of 
the Senator’s authority to pronounce ex-cathedra 
upon the course to be pursued by General Harri- 
son; and for myself, I confess that having some 
knowledge of Geneial Harrison, I had my doubts 
whether he was to be governed, dictated to, 
and led by the nose by the honorable Senator, 
as he seemed to promise us. He exbibited to 
us no authority for the assumption of the dicta- 
torskip. If the Harrisburg Convention, in 
nominating one of the gentlemen and rejecting the 
other, did secreliy determine that while one should 
be viceroy over the good people of these United 
States, the other should be viceroy over him, how 
were we to know that important faci? You gave 
us no evidence of this. We are excusable then, I 
should think, for opposing such measures as the 
Senator’s land bill, which we think unconstitu- 
tional, without being chargeable with anticipated 
hostility to the next Administration. 

But the Senator bids us go home! and acconnt 
to eur constituents for our conduct here. Go 
home! We obey no such orders... We submit to 
no such dictation. Who gave the Senator from 
Kentucky authority over us? Autocrat of Ken- 
tucky, let him issue his orders there to his obse- 
quious slaves; but with Ohio and her representa- 
tives he has nothing to do. Sir, I repe. with scorn 
this matchless insolence. 

Here Mr. CLAY called Mr. Tarran to order, 
and he sat down. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, after some remarks, 
which we did not hear distinctly, said that it was 
out of order to use the word insolence in the way 
Mr. ‘Tapran had used it. 

Mr. TAPPAN rose, and continued. Sir, I will 
repel insolence and insult, come from what quarter 
they may. 

Mr. CLAY then rose and dec'ared that in what 
he hadsaid, he had not the remotest intention of in- 
sulting the Senators from Chio; that in using the 
words, gohome, &c. he meant no more than to advise 
those Senators to consult their constituents on their 
return home as to their wishes upon this great 
question of disposing of the public lands. 

Mr. TAPPAN then observed: The Senator’s ex- 
planation is satisfactory. From the vehemence of 
his manner, and the loudness of his intonation, I 
thought the Senater in earnest, and that he meant 
what he said. It seems that m thisI was mista- 
ken. I therefore let that pass; Į will not knowingly 
treat any Senator with disrespect; my age and my 
habits lead me to a courteous demeanor towards all 
with whom I have business to transact, and I will 
not willingly deviate from this course; but inso- 
lence and insult I shall not put up with, and Tam 
glad to find that on this occasion nothing of that 
nature was intended. 

Mr. President, having disposed of this maiter, 
(without intending to engage at large in this debate, 
so protracted and interesting,) I will express my 
views on one or two points only. The Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. CLAY] read to us the first 
paragraph of the Sth section, Ist article, of the 


Constitution: “Thé Congress shall have power to 
lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and. excises, 
to pay the debts and provide for the common de~. 
fence and general weifare of the United States; 
and gave us his opinion that this taxing power did. 
not authorize Congress to raise money. for distribu- 
tion amongst the States. I coincide fully. with the 
Senator in this opinion, but does he not perceive: 
that by this sound constrection of the Cope, 
stitution, he concedes to us the whole. mat- 
ter in controversy as to his land bili?’ I know. 
how the Senator thinks to get this power: it is not 


-in this clause, indeed, but he tells us itis contained 


in these words: : 

“The Congress shall have power to dispose of 
and make all needfal rules and regulations respecte’ 
ing the territory or other property belonging to the 
United States,” ; $ 

From the grant of power to dispose of the land, 
he infers the power to dispose of the proceeds ofthe 
land. Congress have, indeed, by this clause, the 
power to dispose of the public land for the. benefit 
of the United States; and it is under this clause 
alone that the constitutionality of all the grants of 
public lands which have been made to the indivi- 
dual States, can be maintained. If we admit, 
(which I do not, however) that by this clause in. 
the Constitution, Congress bas. the unlimited 
power to do whatever it pleases with the terri- 
tory of the United States—that it mie grant the 
whole or any part to some or all of the States, that 
it may give it away to actual, settlers; or, that.it 
may sell and dispose of it for money, making it an 
object of revenue; still, Congress cannot raise reve- 
nue for the purpose of distribution, The public 
lands are sold for money. A part of the revenues 
of this Government are derived from that source. 
Tt matters not whether you raise your revenue 
from the customs, from the sale of your ships, from 
a tax on land, or the sale of your land; when that 
revenue reaches the public Treasury, there. is no. 
ear-mark on it to distinguish the quarter from 
which it came. It is the money of the nation, to 
be used for national purposes, If there is any 
clause in the Constitution wH®h-gives. you au- 
thority to make a distributigg of it amongst the 
States, it is the clause fi oe _ but this, 
says the Senator, sand so say L€ontains no such 
power. Congress is not reqyjred by the Constitu- 
tion to sell the public lands to make the territory: of 
the Union an object of revenue. The manner. os 
disposing of that territory is no where expressed. 
It is implied*only that Congress shall dispose of ‘it, 
for the benefit of the whole, and not select part of 
the Union. Congress have thought best to sell 
their Jand for money; have for more than forty 
years thought that to raise a part of their. ordinary 
revenues by thus disposing of it, was to ‘execute 
their power of disposing of it in the manner best 
calculated to promote the interest cf the nation, I 
will not argue the question whether it might not 
have been as well to have authorized Gon- 
gress to make a division by the States or 
otherwise of the money received for land, 
for we are not making a Constitution; but 
I will say that a power to grant or sell land 
does not carry with it the power to dispose 
of the money received for such land—when 
the land is sold, the power to dispose of it is exe< 
cuted; for the power to dispose of the money you 
must look elsewhere. eee 

As to the bill before the Senate, it varies but lit 
tle from what has become the settled policy of this 
Government—it proposes that instead: of tempo- 
rary lawson this subject, wepass a permanent act, 
permanent as itcan be, to remain until the wis- 
dom and experience of our successors may change 
or repeal it. We should find it dificult to prevent 
people from cecupying.the public land on the ex- 
tensive frontier; there is 2 large class of men 
who have been the pioneers of civilization and set- 
tlement in thiscountry for many years, probably ever 
since the settlement of the country. commenced— 
they are the Daniel Boones who choose to keep a 
little in advance of law and gospel both; they sub= 
sist more by hunting than the labors of agriculture; 
yet they build cabins, and clear and plant. fields, 


| and are always ready to sell their improvements to 
the man who moves on the frontier with his family 


and his stock to make a permanent settlement. It 
is a great advantage to the settler in a new country 
who has a family to provide for, to find a cabin and 
a clearing already made for him, and purchaseable 
at a moderate price; and what injury does the pub- 
lic interest sustain by granting these pioneers the 
exclusive right to purchase the land they occupy? 
Before this privilege was granted to them, it was 
, quite common for mean and sordid men to hunt out 
: the places so occupied, and purchase them at the 
land office, not for the sake of getting better Jand 
than they could find elsewhere, but that they might 
appropriate to themselves the hard earnings of the 
~ poor pioneer for nothing. Protect the poor man by 
a pre-emption right, and he would soon gain money 
enough to pay for his land; or, instead of being a 
prey to the heartless speculator, this latter wou!d 
have to purchase his improvements, since he could 
` not drive him off, and take forcible possession 
of his property. I have said that pre-emption laws, 
instead of being injurious to the public, are 
highly beneficial. They greatly facilitate the 
settlement of your territories, by opening the 
road to your lands to men with families and 
, property, whose habits have not fitted them for 
settling inthe wilderness. These men compose 
the great agricultural population of the West. 
Some men think, sir, that to allow land tobe se- 
lected, the choice tracts to be taken up for the 
» minimem price, is granting a great favor to the 
poor pioneer. I do not think so; the man who 
will take bis axe and his rifle, and go into the 
frontier, forests, or praries; far from roads, from 
mills and schools, and places of worship; far from 
all the comforts and advantages of society, pays 
for thé pre-emption right you give him very dear- 
ly. Yes, sir, the settler, in a new country, pays 
the full value of the best land in the priva- 
tions he enduress in the hardships he encoun- 
ters, and the labor he performs. 

On this matter I must be allowed to speak from 
; experience; and I know that, except in rare in- 
_ Stances, from peculiarly fortunate location, the first 

settler would not be paid for the toil and suffering 
_ he has to endure, jy the gift of a quarter section of 
i jand, I hear Seitors speak of land ina state of 
nature worth from@pn to fifty dollars per acte; I 
have never seen yh land; it is not to be found in 
` any of the fine bottoms of the West: it is an El 
. Dorado, which exists @ly in the fancy. 
It has been proved, I think, that Government 
» does. not get much more than the minimum price 
* for land at the public sales; so that there is nothing 
to balance against this natural and long practised 
., mode of settling your public lands. Iam there- 
į fore’ in favor of this bill—of adopting it into our 
‘| permanent land system. 
. Mr. WRIGHT, who also replied to some re- 
© marks of Mr. C. personal to himself, which were 
. explained by Mr. Cray. 

Mr. LINN also followed in explanation, and also 
_ urged the propriety and necessity of appropriating 
|: money for the purpose of putting the nation in a 
position to mainiain her honor, and defend herself 
from foreign aggressicn, instead of dividing her 
revenues among the States. 
| Mr. TALLMADGE contended that by dividing 
| the money among the States to be devoted to the 
‘© purposes of internal improvement, the best meaus 
. means for national defence was adopted. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had but a very few 
© words to say. The Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
» Cray] in the course of his remarks to day had as- 
» serted that Senators friendly to the present Admin- 
' istration had argued at the last session in favor of 
© the reduction of the wages of labor. When called 
_ Upon by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Tarran] to 
; mention the names of any such Senators, he de- 
» clined to comply with the request, he (Mr. B.) pre- 
sumed from courtesy to those implicated in the 
charge. His speech at the last session in favor of 
the Independent Treasury Bill, so far as related to 
the wages of labor, had been so extensively mis- 
represented, out of this House, that even at 
the risk of having it Suggested that he had made 
an application of the remark of the Senator to 
< himself, he rose to disclaim any such argu- 
< ment. He had never risen in the Senate, he 
- never could rise in the Senate, and use an ar- 
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gument in favor of reducing the wages of the 
poor man’s labor. He was incapable of advocat- 
ing any such proposition. He had disclaimed any 
such argument, over_and over again at the last ses- 
sion, and he should ever disclaim it as. often as it 
might be imputed.: IF the Senator from Kentucky, 
or any other Senator, should at any time think 
proper to examine his speech, and attempt to fix 
such a charge upon him, he shouid at all times be 
prepared to repel it, and prove that no such doc- 
trine was contained in his speech. : 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and said he had but a few 
remarks to make; but a very general wish for ad- 
journment being expressed, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Faway, January 29, 1841. 

Mr. BURKE asked the consent of the House to 
offer a resolution, that the select committee appoint- 
ed at the last session on thé subject of statione- 
ry and the letter of the Cle.k, be reappointed. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. BURKE moved to suspend the rules; but 
the motion was negatived. 

Mr. MORRIS of Ohio asked leave to introduce 
a bill entitied “An act to repeal an act entitled an 
act to provide for the safe-keeping, transfer and 
disbursement of the public money,” approved July 
4, 1840. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. MORRIS moved to suspend the rules, and 
thereupon called for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. : 

Mr. MEDILL inquired of it would be in order to 
call for the reading of the bill. 

The SPEAKER replying in the affirmative, 

Mr. MEDILL said that he would then call for 
the reading of it, as he was very anxious to know 
what substitute his colleague proposed for the law 
now in force, and which was sought to be re- 
peated. 

[The bill was then read. It proposed no substi- 
tute | 

The question was then taken, and resulted—yeas 
79, nays 87, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, An- 


drews, Baker, Boardman, Bond, Botts, Briggs, 


Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, James Cooper, Crabb, 
Cranston, Crockett, Cushing, Edward Davies, 
Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, 
Doe, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, James Garland, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Granger, Green, Grin- 
nell, Hall, Hawes, Henry; Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Charles Johnston, Kempshall, Lane, . Lincoln, 
McCarty, Francis Mallory, Marvin, Mason, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Mor- 
ris, Osborne, Pope, Profit, Randall, Rariden, 
Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstail, Sergeant, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Jchn B. ‘Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Triplett, Trambuil, Peter J. Wagner, War- 
ten, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—79. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Banks, Blackwell, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Butler, William O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, 
Chapman, Clifford, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Craig, Crary,'Cross, Thomas Daves, John 
Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fietcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, Homes, Hub- 
bard, Jameson, Jenifer, Cave Johnsen, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lutas, McClure, McCulloch, McKay, 
Meredith Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, 
Montanya, Monigomery, Samuel W. Morris, 
Parrish, Parmenter, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thos. 
Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Sweney, Jacob Themp- 
son, Turney, Vroom, Weller, Jared W. Wil- 
ilams, Henry Williams, and Worthington—87, 

So the miles were not suspended. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and resume the consideration of 
the Treasury note bill, 


Mr. DAWSON moved that the special order be 
postponed until Monday next, in order that the 
House might go into a Committee of the Whole on 
private bills. i : 

But tke motion of Mr. Jonzs having precedence, 
the question was taken thereon by yeas aud nays, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Anderson, Banks, 
Beirne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson. H. Butler, 
Wm. O. Butler, Bynum, Jchn Campbell, Carr, 
James Carroll, Zadok Casey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Coles, Connor, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, 
Crary, Cross, Thomas Davee, John Davis, Dicker- 
son, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, East” 
man, Ely, Evans, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Gra- 
ham, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Hub- 
bard, Jameson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Cave John- 
son, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lead- 
better, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, Me- 
Clellan, McClure, McCulloch, McKay, Meredith 
Mallory, Francis Mallory, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, S. W. Morris, 
Parrish, Parmenter, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, John Rogers, Sa- 
muels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vroom, 
Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Wise, and Worthington —110. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Blackwell, Boardman, Bond, Cal- 
houn, Chinn, Chittenden, James Cooper, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cranston, Crockett, Edward Davies, John 
W. Davis, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Den- 
nis, Doe, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, Gates, Gid- 
dings, Granger, Green, Grinnell, Hall, ` Henry, 
Hoffman, Hunt, James, Chas. Johnston, Wm. C. 


-Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lane, Lincoln, Mar- 


vin, Mason, Monroe, Manroe, Moore, Morgan, 
Calvary Merris, Osborne, Peck, Pope, Proflit, Ran- 
dall, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, SaHonstall, 
Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Tramian Smith, Stuart, 
John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner,-Warren, Thomas W. 
Williams, Joseph L. Willigths, and Christopher FL. 
Williams—70. fi f f 
So the: House resolved’ itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state*of the Union, (Mr. Casey 
in the chair,) and regumed the consideration of the 
i TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

Mr. WISE they took the floor, and was about to 

resume! his temgfris, but gave way to 


ma late , who wished to ask the gentleman 
from Virginia, whether the remark made by him 
on yesterday, that there was now a member of this 
House, who was in the Ssuth Carolina Convention, 
and who proposed a dissolution of the Union, was. 
applied to him? 4 : 

Mr. WISE replied in the affirmative, and said 
that such was the impression prevailing in the 
country in 1832; and if the newspapers at that time 
were to be believed, Mr. R. had actually proposed, 
or talked of proposing a dissolution of the Union. 

Mr. RHETT said that the gentleman was en- 
lirely misinformed; neither he nor any other mem- 
ber of the convention of South Carolina ever pro- 
posed a dissolution of the Union, nor was any 
such proposition ever made or discussed in the 
convention. 

Mr. WISE was glad he had made the remark, 
for it had given the gentleman from South Caroli- 
na an opportunity of contradicting it; and hoped, 
so far at least as the South was concerned, that that 
section of the Union would stand vindicated from 
the charge ferever. 

Mr. W. gave his views at some length in rela: 
tion to the public lands, and argued against a dis- 
tribution of the proceeds among the States. Rather 
than do so, he maintained that it wouldbe much 
better to appropriate the money for the defence of the 
Western frontier; or, if they did not choose to do 
that, the lands might be disposed of for the in- 
crease of the navy, the building of steamships, &c. 

He argued with much earnestness against the pa- 
tronage of the Executive over the public lands, 
Which in one year had amounted to: not less than 


twenty-five millions of dollars. He considered it 
dangerous in the extreme, and as absorbing in its 
grasp.even the S:ate power. 

-While speaking on this head, Mr. W. said he 
would suppose that the ghost of Cicero had arisen, 
and was walking in the streets of Rome at mid- 
night. 

He would suppose the shade of the illustrious 
statesman as meeting with an inhabitant of modern 
Rome in the street at night, aod asking him how 
long it would be before day. 

The inhabitant pulls from his pecket a chrono- 
meter, to see the time. 

“Ob! whats that?” says the ghost. 

«It is a chronometer; an instrument invented by 
the Germans for measuring time.” 

“Indeed 1” 

The inhabitant then takes from his pocket an al- 
manack. 

“Oh!” says the ghost, “what’s that?” 

“Jt isan almanac; itis the art of printing, the 
wonderful means of rapidly transmitting human 
thought, and also invented dy the Germans. 

«O! how wonderful!” exclaims the ghost. 

The ghost and the inhabitant then knock at the 
door of several citizens, but they are all asleep, 
and cannot be awakened. : 

The inhabitant then takes from his pocket a pis- 
tol, and fires it. 

The ghest starts and isalmost frightened back 
tohis grave. What's that? says he, in the greatest 
alarm. 

“Why, it isa pistol,” says the inhabitant, “and 
explains the invention of gunpowder; aiso invented 
by the Germans.” ; 

“All invented by the Germans?” says the ghost. 
“and what have the Italians been doing.” 

At that moment a lazy lazzaroni_comes gaping 
up, just awoke from his sleep. “This,” says the 
inhabitant, “is what they have been doing.” 

Mr. W. then applied this imaginary scene to the 
present slate of things, in relation to Executive pa- 
tronage, which, like the Germans, had been ab- 
sorking every thing, while the people, like the laz- 
zaroni, had been gaping the while. 

In concluding, Mr. W. proceeded to say that, if 
he differed from his friends on the present occasion, 
it was an honest difference arising from the convic- 
tion of his own mind that he was right. He had 
expressed himself in this manner because he felt 
bound to put himself right. 

Having spoken against a tariff, and the distribu- 
tion system, it would be asked, what then would he 
do? Why he would say, that constrained against 
his will, he would vote for the issue of these Trea- 
sury notes, aS a-temporary remedy for the present 
year, or at least until the meeting of the next Con- 
gress in December. 

It might be asked, what would he do for the fu- 
ture? Why, he would fold his arms and wait. It 
was possible that he might never come back to that 
House again, and perhaps some of his friends 
would be very glad if he never did come back. He 
had this to say, however, that he could either come 
back or let it alone, just as he pleased. He wished 
it understood, though, that he was a candidate until 
he should say publicly that he was not. As to 
whether he returned or not, that would all depend 
upon private considerations. But if not, then his 
friends might depend that he would, at home, fol- 
low out the same great principles on which he had 
acted here. : 

As regarded the compromise act, that, in his Opi- 
nion, ought to be left alene, until an actual and not 
an artificial necessity should arise. The tariff 
question ouglit not to be touched on account of a 
temporary deficiency. i 

Mr. W. then proceeded to state how, in hisyounger 
days, he had. voted for General Jackson, and how he 
had split from-him when that person, in bis opinion, 
failed to. support the. principles on which he was 

- elected. He had said, that although General Jackson 
was master of millions, he (Mr. W.) was master 
of himself. Thishe would say again in relation to 


General Harrison. : 

Mr: W. then contended that the proper means of 
sustaining the Treasury was to ‘husband. their re- 
sources at this time. Let there be no distribution, 
no giving away; for there could be no such thing 
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as giving away from a beggar. The Treasury was | 


-in a state of beggary; it was empty, and there was 
nothing to give away. Let them be honest. and 


pay their debts before they thought of giving any” 


thing away. The common law would permit no 
will to be executed before the debts were first paid. 
Let them pay, then, all their honest debts before 
they talked of a distribution of the public lands. 
The next means of relieving the Treasury was 
to push a vigorous system of reduction. His friend 
from Maine, {Mr. Evans] who in other matters 
was as clear sighted a man as any in the House, 


. could not see, the other day, how they were to get 


a supply by reducing the expenditures. Why; that 
old philosopher, Benjamin Franklin, proved that 
“a penny saved was a penny got,” and he was sur- 
prised that his friend from Maine could not com- 
prebend it. 

But it was contended that there could be no re- 
duction. This was not so. There could be a re- 
duction, and a great reduction, too. He had said 
this before the election, and he again asserted it 
now. There could be avery great reduction, and 
that reduction ought to be pushed rigorously. 

Mr. W. then noticed, as one means of reduc- 
tion, a reformation among the office holders. He 
urged that office holders ought no longer to be per- 
mitted or expected to take part in politics. They 
ought, said he, to be compelled to remain at their 
desks, with their heads upon their business, and 
the pen in their hands, and to be required to 
mind that business, If this plan shonld be 
adopted, and’ every neglect, in point of time, 
or other inattention, however small, punished wiih 
instant dismissal, then the Government would be 
benefited to a great degreecven in this matter. 
Here alone would be a great saving. But, said 
Mr. W. let the abominable system of proscription 
for political opinion be abolished. For his part he 
did not like this constant changing of office holders 
for opinion’s sake, by which men were frequently 
brought in who were not capable of performing the 
duties. If a man was found to be competent, and 
minded his business, why not let him remain, in- 
stead of having these constant removalr, by which 
the Government was put to a great expense by the 
appointment of incompetent persons. He had al- 
ways denounced this system of proscription, and 
would they, after condemning its practice by the 
Loco Focos, be guilty of it themselves? 

Mr. W. concluded by expressing his opinion that 
a National Bank wouid be the only effectual means 
of preserving a sound currency, and his belief that 
General Harrison would be his own President and 
act for himself. 

Mr. HUBBARD then obtained the floor, but 
gave way fora motion that the committee rise; 
and 

~ On thejquestion being taken, there were—ayes 45, 
noes 72, no quorum voting. 

The committee then rose and reported that fact 
to the House. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a call of the House, 
but it was not ordered. 

-Mr. RIVES said, that since the vote had been 
counted, a sufficient numbers of members had 
come in to constitute a quorum. i 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, the House again 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, 
and resumed the consideration of the bill autho- 
rizing the issue of Treasury notes. 


Mr. HUBBARD then commenced his remarks 
in favor of the bill, and in reply to several gentle- 
men on the opposite side who had preceded bim; 
but, without concluding, gave way for a motion 
that the committee rise; and i 

On that question a division was called for, when 
there appeared—ayes 19, noes 20—no quorum. 

The committee then rose and reported that fact 
to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to offer the following 
resoluticn, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the instructors of the pupils of the 
asylum for the deaf and dumb and the education 
of the blind, be authorized to exhibit the progress 
of their said pupils in this Hall for one hour and a 


half oa Monday morning next, before the meeting | 


of. the House, 


_ Mt. VANDERPOEL moved that the House ad~ 
journ; and thereupon e 
Mr. ANDREWS called for the yeas and navs; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 51, nays 22,' 
So the House adjourned. pare wens 


ie 


Nors.—Mr. Bearry was inthe House, but 
notin his seat, when his name was’ called onthe 
motionof Mr. Jones of Virginia, to go into°Com- 
mittee-cf the Whole. If Mr. B. bad been presen 
he would have voted in the affirmative. cast 


` 


at IN SENATE, 
s Saturpay, January 30, 1841., : 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the credentials of. 
the Hon. Wiutiam C. Rives,elected by the General. | 
Assembly of the State of Virginia a Senator from, 
that State for six years from the 4th of March, 
1839; which was read. , : 

Mr. RIVES then appeared, was, qualified, and 
took bis seat in the Senate. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the credentials of the,- 
Hon. James F. Simmons, elected by the Legisla- 4 
ture of the State of Rhode Island a Senator from 
that State for six years from the 4th of March next; 
which were read, and ordered to be placed on file, 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a message 
from the President of the United States, showing the 
necessity of a further appropriation for the comple» 
tion of the preparatory survey and exploration of 
the Northeastern. boundary of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance 
and ordered to be printed. . 

Also, a communication from the Navy Depart 
ment, with a statement of the appropriations for 
naval service during the year 1840; which was 
jaid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the memorial of citi» 
zens of Maine, remonstrating against the repeal of | 
the fishing bounties; which was referred to. the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the memorial of E- 
Gonon, praying the adoption of a system of. tele- 
graphs to be established between the cities of 
Washingion anl New York; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be: | 
printed. no. aking 

Mr. ALLEN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill'to con- | 
linue in force the first section of an act entitled» 
“An actto extend the time for locating Virginia 
military land warrants, and returning surveys: : 
thereon to the General Land Office, approved July, 
7, 1838; which was read twice, and referred to the | 
Committee on Public Lands. ee A 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, it was ordered that 
Christian Orandorf kave leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. ; ; , = 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred a bill to amend 
an act entitled an actto grant certain relinquished, . 
and unappropriated lands to the State of Alabama, | 
for the purpose of improving the navigation of the | 
Tennessee, Coosa, Cahawba, and Black Warrior = 
rivers, approved May 23, 1828, and the several: | 
acts supplementary and amendatory thereto; res 
ported the same without amendment. 

The bill for the relief Juan Belgar; and o 
The bill for the relief of the legal heirs and re- 
presentatives of William Conway, were severally — 
considered as in committee of the whole, and. after 
being amended, on motion by Mr. MOUTON, 
were ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Langtree 
and O'Sullivan was taken up, and was advocated 
by Messrs. TAPPAN and PRESTON, and op- 
posed by Messrs. CLAY of Alabama and SEVIER; 
but without coming to any conclusion thereon—- 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the Ses 
nate proceeded 10 the consideration of the special 


order— f 
PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PREEMPTION LAW. 
The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
re-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pub-. 
lie lands who shall inhabit andgeultivate the same,’ 
and raise a log-cabin thereon was taken up, the 
question being on the motion of, Mr: CRITTENDEN: | 


-G recommit the bill with instruttions to report-a; 


| 
| 
: 
| 
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bill for the distribution of the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands among the States, 

Mr. CALHOUN, who was entitled to the floor, 
replied at length to the arguments of Messrs. Chay. 
of Kentucky and Wes-Ter, and demonstrated the 
unconstitutionality of the distribution measure, and 
vindicated the measure of cession from the attacks 
qf those gentlemen. 

He was was followed in the debate by Messrs. 
MANGUM and WEBSTER, and replied to those 
gentlemen. 

Mr. YOUNG then took the floor, and after a 
few explanatory remarks, proposed as an amend- 
ment to Mr. CRITTENDEN’s motion to substitute for 
it the bill of Mr. Catuoun, proposing to cede the 
lands to the States within which they lie, upon 
certain conditions, which he hoped would be ordered 
to- be printed, and the further consideration of the 
subject postponed until Monday. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama assented to this course, 
but hoped as the debate on this question had al- 
ready lasted four weeks, that it would be finally 
disposed of on Monday evening. 

And the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satunpay, January 30,1841. © 

Mr. PICKENS, by consent, introduced the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to com- 
municate to this House, if not incompatible with 
the public interest, any information or correspond- 
ence he may have in relation to recent seizures or 


© search of any of our vessels upon the coast of 


Africa, or elsewhere, by British cruisers or autho- 

rities, and the cause of such search or seizure, and 

the authority under which they have been made. 
Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the resolution by 


= adding the following: 


“And also copies of all correspondence between 
the Governments of the United States and Great 
Britain relating to the African slave trade, from 


` the 3d of March, 1837, and of despatches from 


Nathaniel P. Trist, Consul of the United States at 


= Havana, to the Department of State, relating in 


: any way to the said African slave trade.” 


Mr. PICKENS accepted this amendment as a 
‘modification of his resolution. 

And the resolution, thus amended, was adopted, 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, the House con- 


:; curred in the following resolution of the Senate, 
i adopted on the 28th inst. . ; 


Aesolved, That a committee be appointed to join 


| sheh committee as may be appointed on the part of 


the House of Representatives, to ascertain and re- 


a porta mode of examining the votes for Presi- 


dent and Vice-President of the United States, end 


: of notifying the persons elected of their election. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: 
I, From the Treasvry Department, in compli- 


| ance with the resolution of the House of the 17th 


» of December, as to the manner in which the Inde- 


pendent Treasury has been carried into effect. 

Laid on the tabie, and ordered to be printed. 

Ul. From the Navy Department, in obedience to 
the resolution of the House of the 8h inst. calling 
for information in regard to the Navy pension 
fund. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Ill. From the same Department, in accordance 
with the provisicns of the second section of the act 
of Congress of May 1, 1820, entitled “An actin 
addition to the several acts for the establishment 
ofthe Treasury, War, and Navy Departments; 
showing the annual statement of the appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the year 1840, and 
the amount appropriated under each specific head, 
the amount expended under each, and the ba- 
lances remaining in the Treasury on the 3ist of 
December, 1840. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

IV. From the Treasury Department, in com- 
pliance with the resclutions of the House of the 
22d of December, calling upon the Secretary to 
report tothe House the amount of Treasury notes 
and drafts that haye been issued, and drawn since 
the frst of January, 1840, with the respective dates 
at which such notes and drafts have been issued 
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and drawn; together with the names of the persons 
to whom, or in whose favor, and for whose benefit 
such drafts have been drawn, and the service, 
consideration, or object for which they have been 
drawn; also, at what time or times, and what 
amount of Treasury notes, ifany, have been depo- 
sited with any of the banks; and if any,which of such 
banks, and at what time; what amount and what 
description of funds, if any, were received from 
the banks in which such deposites were made, and 
whether said money was left in deposile ia said 
banks, or transferred to the Independent or Sub- 
Treasury, as directed by law, and at what time the 
interest commenced on the notes thus deposited. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

V. From the State Department, in compliance 
with the resolution of the House of the 27th instant, 
relative to the census returns from the Marshal of 
the district of Connecticut. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

VI. From the President of the United States, as 
follows: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States: 

In compliance with the act of Congress of the 34 
of March, 1829, I herewith transmit to Congress 
the twelfth annual report of the Board of Inspectors 
of the Penitentiary of the District of Columbia. 

M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasmnarton, January 29, 1841. . 

Referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

VII. Another message from the President, viz: 
To the House of Representatives: 

By the report of the Secretary of State, herewith 
communicated, and the accompanying papers, it 
appears that an additional appropriation is necessa- 
ry, if it should be the pleasure of Congress that the 
preparatory exploration and survey of the North- 
eastern boundary of the United States should be 


completed. 
M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasuineron, Jan. 29, 1841. 

Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

VHI, From the Navy Department, in compli- 
ance with a recent resolution of the House of Re- 
presentatives, transmitting copies of naval. courts 
martial in the cases of Commodore Smoot and 
Lieutenants Sharpe and Stallings. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The following bill and resolution from the Se- 
nate were then read a firstand second time, viz: 

An act authorizing the settlement and payment 
of certain claims of the State of Alabama: referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

A revolution authorizing sets of the standard 


weighis and measures to be furnished to the War | 
Department: referred to the Committee on Military,’ 


Affairs. k 
TREASURY NOTE BILL. .. 8 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Virginia, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Who'e“on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Cassy in the cbair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill autho- 
rizing the issue of five millions of dollars in Trea- 
sury notes. 

Mr. HUBBARD being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed his remarks from yesterday in favor of the 
bill. He went cn to show that in the course of the 
debaie, there was no necessity for going into the 
merits of tbe last election and other matiers. The 
only question was on the merits of the bili then be- 
fore the committee, and to that alone ought the de- 
bate to be confined. But inasmuch as members on 
the other side had goneinto the merits of other 
subjects, he would consider himself as justified in 
slightly noticirgthem. He then gave his views on 
the subject of the distribution of the public lands 
and taxation, both direct and indirect. 

Mr. H. then showed the great ‘profits that a Na- 
tional Bank must derive from the keeping of the 
public deposites, The enemies of the Sub-Treasu- 
Ty system had urged that, by that scheme, Govern- ` 
ment would keep all the money. But would nota 
National Bank keep all the profits from the use of 
the immense amount of the public money? Certain- 
ly it would: That being the case, the bank, if es- 
tablished ought to be required to pay a proper bonus, 


so that the people might have the worth of their 
money. i 

In regard to the false charge of the Oppostion, 
that this Administration wished to reduce the 
price of labor, Mr. H. said this was in conformity 
with the old rule cf the Oppesiiion, in charging the 
Administration with what they were aiming to do 
themselves.. He then argued that the enormous 
expendilures he anticipated would, be made when 
General Harrison came into power, would be a 
sure means of reducing the price of labor. 

Speaking of the’ proposed loan, advocated by 
some gentleman on the other side, Mr. H. declared 
that the State of Alabama would not accept a loan 
which would make her condition worse than it 
was befure. Besides, the present distressed con- 
dition in the money market in France and England, 
rendered it extremely doubtful whether a loan 
could be obtained, if authorized. 

After some further remarks in relation to the 
public lands, Mr. H. alluded to the specie circular 
of the late President Jackson, He showed that if 
that circular had not becn issued, the whole public 
domain would have been swept away by worthless 
bank paper, and then the Opposition party would 
have blamed the Executive for permitting it. 

Mr. JENIFER next obtained the floor, and 
spoke against the issue of Treasury notes, and in 
favor of a loan. 

After some remarks in relation to the arguments 
urged by Mr. Wis against an extra session, Mr. 
J. proceeded to contend that if Gen. Harrison 
should call an extra session at the earliest practica- 
ble period, he would be carrying out the principles 
on which he was elected. If an extra session 
should be called cnly to repeal the Sub-Treasury 
law, that would be of itself a sufficient reason. 

Mr. J. went on to express his regret that in the 
three days’ speech of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Wiss] that gentleman bad not assumed a sin- 
gle position which could be sanctioned by his political 
friends. 

Mr. J. then proceeded at some length to contro- 
vert the conclusions drawn by Mr. W. in relation 
to the effects of a tariff on foreign wines, silks, ete. 
He (Mr. J.) argued that this course ought to be 
pursued by us as a matter. of self-defence, and that 
to act upon this principle would be sound policy. 
If France had the right to lay restrictive duties on 
American goods, then we had the same right to lay. 
an impost on her wines and silks; for he contended 
that the introduction of silks here was a benefit to 
Ffance, and an injury to the cotion planter. 

/ Mr. J. then went into the merits of the tobacco 
interest, and referred at great length to the policy of 


“this country and France in relation to it, 


Mr. VANDERPOEL next obtained the floor, 
but yielded it to 

Mr. CUSHING, who made a brief explanation, 
to the effect that the views of the North on the tariff 
question were conciliatory. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL was then about to proceed, 
when, at the solicitation of his friends, he again 
yielded the floor; and a motion was made that the 
commiltee rose. 

A division being called, no quorum voted. 

The commitice then rose, and reported that fact 
to the House. 

A motion was then made to adjourn, and it was 
decided in the affimative, as follows; yeas 53, 
nays 29. 
~ So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 1, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a report 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting abstracts 
of the general retarns of the militia of the United 
States, and of their arms, accoutrements, and am- 
munition for the year 1839; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

The following are the numbers of the militia in 
the respective States and Territories, as given in 
the Adjutant General’s return: 


Maine z 3 z :46 338 
New Hampshire . i 28,762 
Massachusetts . ‘ 3 90,857 
Vermont 3 5 26,307 
Rhode Island ‘ ‘ 4,491 


Connecticut : 3 ‘ 43176 
New York . a . 162,172 
New- Jersey : 7 . 39,171 
Pennsylvania. 3 Pa 202 281 
Delaware $ és ; 9,229 
Maryland : ; 46,864 
Virginia . : 105,522 
North Carolina . $ S 65 218 
South Carolina . . x 48 817 
- Georgia F . 57,312 
Alabama ` . 7 44 332 
Louisiana $ 3 . 14,808 
Mississippi ‘ S . 36,084 
‘Tennessee é A 7 60,932 
Kentucky . . . 82 335 
Ohio. aan ; . 146 428 
Indiana > š $ 53.913 
Illinois . 7 : . 27,386 
Missouri ‘ x 34,856 
Arkansas A 2,028 
Michigan . . 5,476 
Fiorida Territory . f 827 
Wiskonsan A s 5,223 

lowa . R $ 
District of Columbia. 1,249 
Total h 1,492 444 


Also, a communication from the Governor of 
Towa, transmitting resolutions of the Legislative 
Council on various subjects; which were referred to 
the appropriate committees. : 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial very nu- 
merously signed by merchants of Charleston, re- 

.monstrating against the passage of a bankrupt 
law; which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Oneida county, remonstraling against the 
passage of any bankrapt law which will be retro- 
active in its operation; which was lid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial signed by a 
very large number of the merchants and business 
men of the city of Albany, against the passage of a 
bankrupt law similar to that of the last session; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
citizens of the borough and county of Erie, asking 
an appropriation to complete the construction of the 
harbor at that place. Mr. B. adverted to the great 
importance of this harbor, in case difficulties should 
arise with our neighbor on the northern side of the 
lakes, and said that without further appropriations 
were made to complete it, all that had been hereto- 
fore spent would. have been spent in vain. Hp 
asked that the memorial might be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Commitee on Commerce. 

Mr. KING remarked that the Committee on 
Commerce had already taken this subject into con- 
sideration, and would report the result of their de- 
liberations at an early day. The memorial was 
then referred and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of the State of Delaware in favor of a dis- 
tribution of the proceeds cf the sales of the public 
lands among’ the States. Mr. CLAYTON and 
Mr. BAYARD submitted som: remarks in con- 
nection with this subject, in the course of which 
Mr. B. intimated his intention at the next session 
to submit a motion to expunge the expunging reso- 
lation. 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG presented memorials of citizens of 
Greene and Scott counties, Ilinois, praying the 
establishment of certain post routes; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


Mr. Y. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
St. Louis, asking for aid in the construction of the 
Mount Carmel ard New Albany Railroad Compa- 
ny, which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the memorial 
of citizens of Logan county, Ohio, asking for the 
recognition of Hayti and the establishment of di- 
plomatic relations therewith. Mr. C. said as no- 
thing could be done With this subject atthe present 


session, if indeed any thing ought to be done at all 


The resolutions were laid on the table and - 
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he weuld move that the memoria! should be laid on 
the table; which was agreed to. 

Mr. STURGEON said he held in his hand reso- 
lutions passed by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
instructing his colleague and himself to vote for a 
distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands among the States agreeably to their ratio 
of representation. He should obey the general 
tenor of the resolutions, and vote for the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. CRIT- 
TENDEN] to the bill now before the Senate. 

Although he was not among those who had im- 
plicit faith in legislative instructions, nor would he 
yield them implicit obedience, yet while he held a 
seatin the Senate of the United States, he should 
feel disposed to conform in his vote to the wishes of 
the people of the State which he had the honor in 
part to represent; and as he was inclined to believe 
that a majority of the people ef the State ef Penn- 
sylvania may be at this time in favor of a distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
he was disposed to take the resolutions of the Legis- 
lature as collateral evidence, and collateral evi- 
dence alone, of the fact. He should cast his vote 
accordingly. 

The resolutions were read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN prerented the memorial of a 
number of citizens of Pennsylvania, asking that 
a duty may be imposed on foreign silk, for the 
protection of the American silk grower. Mr. B. 
said he was entirely favorable to the object of the 
memorialists, but as he had stated at the last ses- 
sion, the Senate had no power to originate a reve- 
nue bill. The memorial was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. GRAHAM presented a memorial of eili- 
zens of Orange county in favor of a bankrupt law; 
which was read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. MOUTON presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Louisiana in favor of the passage of a 
general bankrupt law, which were read, and cr- 
dered to be printed. . 

On motion by Mr. MOUTON, the petition and 
papers of the heirs of Peter Waiker, and the papers 
of the heirs of Antonio Gras, were referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WHITE presented memorials of citizens of 
Indiana, Iilinois, and lowa, praying the esta- 
blishment of mail routes; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. NORVELL presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Michigan, in favor of the passage 
of a bil! making appropriations for the completion 
of all lake harburs commenced by the Government 


of the United States; which were read, referred, 


to the Commitice on Commerce, and crdered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the memorial of William A. 
Whitehead, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill directing a survey to 
ascertain the practicability and expense of con- 
strueting a passage from Albemarle Sound to the 
Atlantic Ocean, reported the same with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial asking for the erection 
of a new custom house at Philadelphia, moved to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. 

On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, the motion 
to discharge the committee was laid on the table. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for the relief of Juan Belgar; and 

The bill for the relief of the legal heirs and re- 
presertatives of William Conway, 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the relief of Pierre Babin, 

The bill for the relief of George De Passau, of 
Louisiana, > z 

The bill .for the relief of John Compton, as- 
signee and representative of Garrigues Flavjac, 

The bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau, 

The bill confirming the claim of Jean Baptiste 


` Comeau to.a iract of land in Louisiana, and 


H "Phe bill for the relief of. the legal representative 


IE 


of Therese Malette, widow of Gaspard Phiole,..: 
were severally considered as in committee of th 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a thir 
reading. : , ; 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre 
emption system, in favor of settlers onthe publi 
lands, who shali inhabit and cultivate the same, ant 
raise a leg cabin thereon, was taken up, the question 
being on the motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN to recommi 
the bill, with instructions to reporta bill for the distri 
bution-of the proceeds of the sales of the public land: 
among the States, which Mr. Youne had on Satur: 
day proposed to amend by a motion to substitute 
for it the bill of Mr. Catnoun, proposing to cedi 
the lands to the States within which they lie, upor 
certain conditions. 

Mr. YOUNG addressed the Senate at length ir 
favor of his motion, and in defence of the pre-emp 
tive policy. 

Mr. FULTON followed on the same side, whi 
advocated the cession bill asa measure of justic 
due to sovereign States. 

Mr. HUBBARD then obtained the floor, but, i 
being late, yielded to a motion for adjournment.’ 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSS OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mownpay, February 1, 1841. . 

Afier the journal was read, f 

The Hon. HINES HOLT, of Georgia, elected te 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation © 
the Hon. W. T. Corauirr, appeared, was qualified 
and tock his seat. 

MILEAGE. 

The SPEAKER stated that a member fron 
Kentucky, Mr. S. Wituiams, who was confined ti 
his room by indisposition, had presented to him az 
account for short mileage ata previous Congress 
He did not feel authorized to issue a warrant fo. 
the payment of the account, as it related to a tim 
when the chair was not occupied by the present in 
cumbent. Such cases as this had formerly beer 
adjusted by the Committee of Accounts; but sinc 
the creation of the Committee on Mileage, tha 
committee considered its duties on the subject a 
superseded. The present Committee.on Mileag: 
did not conceive that it could go behind the- presen 
Congress; and the Sreaxgr said he was: left th: 
only alternative of submitting the matter to thi 
House for their disposal. 

Mr. WISE moved that. the Spzaxer settle anı 
adjast the account. But, ; 

After some remarks by Messrs. SMITH o 
Maine, JOHNSON,of Virginia, THOMPSON o 
South Carolina, MORGAN, WILLIAMS of Con 
pecticut, and WHITE of Kentucky, i 

` On motion of’ Mr. GRINNELL, the subject wa 
laid upon thefable. 

‘ #REASURY NOTE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the Hous: 
resotvefi itself into a Committee of the Whole ò 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Casey in the chair,’ 
and resumed the consideration of the bill autho 
rizing the issue of Treasury notes. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL being entitled to the floor. 
observed that there was no member of the commit 
tee who had the least doubt but that the bill woulc 
pass; and yet, although there was an immediate ne. 
cessity for its passege, honorable gentlemen, hac 
selected it as a mark at which to commence a sori 
of fire against the Administration. At sucha time, 
when the ‘Treasury was in immediate want of relief, 
he would leave it to their own consciences to say 
how magnanimous was such conduct. * 

Mr. V. then proceeded to notice the unfounded 
charges of the Opposition in relation to the report 
| of the Secretary of the Treasury.. A gentleman 

from Maine [Mr. Evans] bad contended that the 
Secretary had given no previous intimation that the 
Treasury would require relief. Such was not the 
ease. At the last session of Congress, the Secreta: 
ry had again and again called the attention of. Con: 
gress to the fact, and asked the adoption of suck 
measures as would afford relief. But no attentior 
; was paid to the warning; a deaf ear was tarned tc 
“every remonstrance, and the Secretary: had -to gc 
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through the year as wejlashe could. Such chargss, 
therefore, were unfair and unjast. ` ; 

As a matter of justice to the Secretary, Mr. V. 
read the following extract from the annual report, 
to show that the attention of Congress had been 
again called to the matter at the commencement of 
the present session: 

. “It will be observed, however, that thovgh, un 

der either of these arrangements, enough might be 
obtained within the whole of 1841 for the objects 
contemplated, yet not a due or sufficient preportisn 
in the first quarter; because by that time ail the 
measures are noi likely to go into full operation, 
nor much of the anticipated increase to happen in 
the actual receipts of duties under existing laws. 
Unusually heavy expenses wiil also fall on that 
quarter in the next year. In addition to a full por- 
tion of most of the current expenses, and the 
whole pension payments for the first half of the 
year, and one-third of a million, or more, for all 
the annual fishing bounties, there wil! be imposed 
on it most of the charges for the whole year con- 
nected with the seasion of Congress and private 
bills, as weli as large payments for taking the cen- 
sus, and for the first instalment of the debt of this 
District; several of them as early even as the first 
day of January. 

“From these circumstances, and the considera- 
tions that all which is dae from the banks may not 
be then paid, and that the balance in the Treasury, 
under the policy adopted by Congress of late years, 
will of necessity be small, while the flactuations 
and inequalities are very great between the receipts 
and expenditares in different portions of the year, 
to which we are constantly exposed from causes 
that have on former occasions been explained at 
length, it must be obvious that entire safety re- 
quires a conditional power to be seasonably confer- 
red on the Executive to obtain at any time within 
1841 such subsidiary means as may be needed for 
a few months, and as may be suficient to cnable 
the Treasury punetually to discharge, during that 
year, all the liabilities imposed by Conaress.” 

How, then, could the gentleman say that no inti- 
mation had been given that ihe Ereasury woald re 
quire relief? 

Mr. V. then preceeded to notice the glaring in- 
consistencies of those members of the Opposition 
who bad spoken on the bill. One contended that 
the amount asked for was extravagant, while 
another would contend that it was not enongh. 
What answer could be given when such inzonsis- 
tencies were exhibited—when hot and cold were 
blown ia the same breath, 

After some further remarks on this head, Mr. 
V. observed that a gentleman from Tennessee had 
pronounced the Administration as a “niggardly” 
Administration. Also, that the Administration 
coming into power was the first one that had to de- 
pend on the Administration going out for its suste- 
nance during the year. As for the charge of being 
“niggardly,” said Mr. V. we are tco deeply i 
pressed with the wants of ths coming Ad- 


miuitration to be niggardly. But however 
large might be the sum appropriated, it 
would not be near sufficiest to satisfy the 
swarm of lean, lank, ravenous especiants, tho 


were hastening onwards. But although it was es- 
sential that a supply to the coming Administration 
should be made with liberality, yet it would not do 
to act with prodigality. When young men come 
into possession of their esta‘es, it was proper that 
they should be restrained in the spending of their 
money at first, otherwise they would run into ex- 
travagant expenditures, which would soon prove 
ruinous. f 

So, while some gentlemen were denouncing the 
present Administration for extravagance, here was 
the gentleman from Tennessee complaining that 
the appropriations were “nigeardly.? It wasa 
great pity, observed Mr. V. that the gentlemen cid 
not take the precaution to examine each ether’s 
briefs, before they commenced the attack, and were 
guilty of such discrepancies, and palméd them 
upon the House. 

‘The great end aimed at by. all was to show there 
Was a great debt, although they all traveiled by 
different roads to attain that end. He (Mr. V. 
was at first embarrassed to know what could be the 


| 


object of those gentlemen, in their great anxiety to | 
show the exisience ofadebt. But he generally 
found it thé case that our wishes go hand in hand 
with our anxieties; and he now saw clearly the ob- 
jects simed at in the atiempt to prove the existence 
ef a debt, viz: a National Bank, and an extra ses- 
sion. Gentlemen we!l knew that they could never 
snceeed in establishing a National Bank, unless 
Government should put its shoulder to the wheel; 
so there must be a national stockholder and a na- 
tional debt. : 

As for exnecticg to fill up the capital of such an 
institution from the capitalists of the United States, 
it was fallacious. The distress in the money mar- 
ket forbade the idea. Where was the capital to be 
procured? Would foreign eapitalisis come for- 
ward? No: for the suspensions, the revalsions, and 
reverses, presented a spectacle that would destroy 
the confidence of such men. Besides, what in- 
ducersent could foreign capitalists have to invest 
n the stocks of an institution under the control of 
irresponsible individuals, when they could purchase 
stocks of the States, where the faith of the States 
was pledged for their redemption. 


But if they could get a national debt, and a char- j 


ter for a National Bank from Congress, the diffi- 
cuity would beat an end. Here was the grand 
ecret, 

Tn the course of his remarks, Mr. V. observed 
that it had been gravely determined than an exira 
cession must be called. ‘Phe dominant party could 
not wait the due ecurse of time before they eame 
iato the fnll fruition of their power, but all the vi- 
sions whieh, fer the last sig er eight momh , bad 
been dancing befure them, must be realized without 
delay. The sub-Treasury law was to be repealed, 
and the money of the people taken from under the 
power of the law and placed under the control of 
the dominant party. 

After adverting to the warnings of Mr. Wisr 
on the subject of calling an extra session, Mr. V. 
observed that if he were acting merely as a party 
man, he ecu'd desire nothing better than an extra 
a, for novhing could be more adverse to the 
party coraing iuto power. He then proceeded to 
t they weonld have to expect from the 

isappointed, who woxld be by far more numerous 

than the eppeinted. Also how gentleman would 
be compelled to show their hinds, for then they 
could no longer play General Mum. ‘Po call an 
extra session some five or six weeks after General 
Harrison had been summoned from his log cabin 
into a palace, would be to that party anevent, by 
no means pleasant in its consequences, 

Mr. V. then showed how the non-committaliem 
of General Harrison previous to his election could 
then be keptup no longer. He asked how eould 
it be expecied that the Northern Whig who hed 
voted for Harrison as a friend to Abolition, would 
agree with the Southern Whig who had voted for 
him under a eentrary impression, 

But now it did not appear to b2 understeod by the 


Opposition, what the principles of General Harri- 
son were, for gentlemen of the same kidney were 
all quarreding on the subject. 


After some other remarks, Mr. V, went en to 
examine some cf the grounds that geatlemen of the 
Opposition had taken to prove that the Government 
was in debt. 


The gentleman from New York [Mr. Ban- 
Nard] bad assumed a position that the amount 
cf indebtedness was forty millions; oth-r gentle- 
men had each come to different conclusions. 
Now he (Mr. V.) could not account for such 
strenge inconsistencies, other than by supposing 
the existence of an hallucination of mind on 
this subject. He trusted, however, to show, that 
tis debt had no other founZation than in the ima- 
gination of those gentlem-n. But he started with 
this proposition, viz. that it was net enough to 
show we owed a national debt, but that a debt was 
chargeable upon the vear for which they new pro- 
posed to make provision. 


In December, 1841, the Opposition would 
have the whole Government in their possession, 
with all its resources, and then they would be able 
to make provision for themselves. But until then 
it was the duty of the present Administration to 


i 


make suitable provision.. That was a duty they 
owed to the country. 

Now, if the items referred to by gentlemen as 
composing the debt, were not chargeable in 1841, 
why then sas it not preposterous to ask the present 
Administration to make provision for debts not yet 
due? : 

Mr. V. then went into an examination of the va- 
rious items by which Mr. Barwarp had contrived 
to make out his imaginary deb: of forty millions. I 


| regret to say, said Mr. V. that my colleague is a 


much beter poet than arithmetician; but fet us cee 
how he undzrtakes to make out a debt of forty mil- 
lions chargeable upon the year 1841. 

Tn the first place, that gentleman bad charged 
the whole prineipal of the debt assumed by. Con- 
gress for the District of Columbia to certain citizens 
abroad, amsuating to one million and a half of 
dollars. Now, what did the Secretary say on this 
subject: 

“But it will be recollected that Congress, by an 
act passed in May, 1836, engaged, under ‘special 
conditions, to make payment of a debt due from the 
cities of the Distriet of Columbia to certain indivi- 
duals abroad, : 

“The principal amounted to 41,500,000, and was 
to be paid ia yearly instalments of $60,000 each, 
beginning the Ist of January, 1841. But the in- 
terest was payable quarterly, and, during the last 
four years, has been regularly discharged by the 
Treasury. 

“Witkin the present year, notice has been received 
from the agent of the ereditors that payment of the 
first and subsequent instalments of the principal is 
desired to be waite, when due, with punctuality. 
‘fo insure a compliance with that wish, it will be 
necessary, besides meeting the interest quarterly, to 
advance $60,000 of the principal at the commence- 
ment of the ensying year; and the residue must be 
paid, in like amounts, annually hereafter, till the 
whole is discharged.” 

Now here it appeared that but $60,000, with the 
interest, wou'd be required for the present year for 
that debt, and yet the gentleman from New York 
had set down the wholesum, viz: a million anda half, 
as chargeable upon this year. 

This was the first specimen, end he would show 
that it was the same throughout the whole esti- 
mates, 

Mr. V. then, at greatlength, went into an exami- 
vation of other items, en vhich Mr. Barnwarp had 
relied to make out his debt of forty millions, all of 
which he showed were without foundation. 

He then, with keen sarcasm, replied to the loose 
charges mace by Messrs. Pxtt, Tuompson, Evans, 
and others against the Secretary -of the Treasury; 
and having coneladed his remarks, 


Mr. TRIPLETT then obtained the floor. 

A motion was made that the committee tise, 
which prevailed; and the committes Tose, reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted the following, which 
he desired might betead for information: : 

Whereas, ihe bill of this House, (No. 298,) enti- 
tled “An act to authcrize the issuing of Treasury 
notes,” was taken up in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, on the 18th day- 
of January last, and haz been made under discus- 
sion to this time: 

And whereas, much of the indispensable public 
business is yet to be aeted on; therefore, 
` Resolved, That said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of said bill, from 
and after the 24 day of February inst. at 3 o’clock, 
p.m. unless the same shall be reported to the 
House before that time; and that said bill, with 
such amendments, if any, as shall have been 
adopted in said committee, shall be then taken up 
in the House, and be the special o:der until finally 
disposed of; reserving to said ecommittee the right, 
according to the rules of the House, to report the 
Same sooner if the discussion shal! terminate. —_ 

Objection being made to the reception to the re- 
solution, 

Mr FILLMORE moved a suspension of the 
rues. s 

The SPEAKER informed Mr. FILLMORE that, 
as his resolution had reference to the disposition of 
the special order, which was the subject actuali 
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before the House, it did not require a suspension of 
the rules to consider it. i 
Mr. FILLMORE said he supposed, then, that | 
his proposition was received. | 
The SPEAKER replied that it was. f 
Mr. SMITH of Maine asked the consent of the 
House to take up Senate bill authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to apply the amount due on 
certa n centracts, entered into with the War De- 
partment, and Peter H. Green and Green and 
Emerson, to the extinguishment of a demand due 
to the United States from William King and Peter 
H. Green, and refer it to the Committee of Claims. 
Mr. PECK objected to the motion, on the ground 
that, should it prevail, it would be giving the bill a 
preference over others which were entitled to pri- 
ority. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, | 
Tuespay, February 2, 1841. ! 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted resolutions, 
adopted! at a meeting of the citizens of St. Josephs, 
Florida, in favor of the admission of Florida iuto 
the Union; which were referred to the Commitice 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALL presented a memorial of shipmas- 
ters and others engaged in commerce in the cily of 
New York, against the repeal of the pilot law of 
1837; which was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a document, contair- 
ing answers to certain queries prepaunded to the 
Collector of Poitland on the subject of fishiog 
bounties and allowances; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. PORTER presented a resolation of the Le- 
gislature of Michigan, relative to the completion 
of lake harbors; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. RUGGLES pres:nted the petition of inhabi- 
tants of Freeport, Maine, praying tbe prohibition of | 
ths domestic slave trade; the petition of the same | 
that no new State be admitied into the Union whose | 
constitution tolerates slavery; the peitien of the 
same praying the aboliiioa of slavery and the slave 
trade in the Territory of Florida, and the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

On motion by Mr. FOLTON, the motion to re- 
ceive the above was laid on the table. j 

Mr. R. also presented a petition of inhabitants of | 
Freeport, praying the recognition of Hay ti, and the | 
establishment of commercial relations therewith, 
which was laid on the table. i 

Mr. TAPPAN presented ihe petition of the mem- | 
bers of the bar of the State of Ohio, praying an al- | 
teration of the place of holding the summer term of 
the circuit and district courts of the United States 
for the district of Ohio; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. . i 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, George W. i 
Jones was permitted to withdraw his petition and | 
papers on the files of the Senate. . 

COUNTING THE ELECTORAL VOTES. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Joint Committee ap- | 
pointed on the subject of counting the electoral | 
ee reported the following resolation, which was 
read: 

Resolved, That the two Houses will assemble in 
the Chamber of the House of Representatives on | 
Wednesday, the 10ih- inst. at twelve o’clock, and 
the President of the Senate shail be the presiding 
officer; that one person be appointed a teller on the 
part of the Senate, and two on the part of the 
House of Representatives, to make a list of the 
votes as they shali be declared; that the result shall 
be delivered to the President of the Senate who 
shall announce the state of the vote and the persons | 
elected to the two Houses’ assemb'ed as aforesaid, | 
which shall be deemed a declaration of the persons 
elected President and Vice President of the United 
States, and, together with a list of votes, be entered 
on the journals of the two Houses, 

Tne resolution was agreed to, and the Vice Pee- 
SIDENT was directed to appciat the teller on the pari 
of the Senate, and ; 

Mr. PRESTON was accordingly appointed. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pab- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill to authorize. 


the selection of school lands in lieu of those grant- 
ed to the half-breeds of Sac and Fox Indians, and 

A bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, and 
Jobn Hill, Elizabeth Hill, and Samuel Hill, chil- 
dren and minor heirsat law of Samvel Hill, de- 
ceased, reported the same withoutariendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which Was feferred a resolution of the Legisia- 
tare of Georgia, in favor of the settlement of the 
claims of her citizens for depredations by the hos- 
tile Creek Indians; and 

A memorial of the same body urging the py- 

ent of the claim of Dennis Hills, asked to be cis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, on 
the ground of there being no evidence in support of 
the claims. The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. H. also, feom the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of Richard Harrisand Nimrod Farrow, 
and 

The memorial of T. G. Bradford. Of the latter 
claim Mr. H. said there wes much. equity in it, 
but the construction by the Attorney General 
brought it withia the prohibition of the aet of 
March, 1839. The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Robert El. Sanders; which wes read, and order- 
ed to a second reading. 

The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Porter, was taken up, and, after some modifi- 
cations, agreed to, 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for the reii-f of Picrre Babis; 

“Tre bill for the rei-f of George de Pasay, of 
Louisiana; 

Tae biil for the relief of John Compton, as- 
signee and representative of Garrigues Fiaujac; 

‘he bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau; 

The bill confirming the claim of Jean Baptiste 
Comeau to a tract of land in Louisiana; and 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Therese Malette, widow of Gaspaid Phiole, 
were several'y read a third time, and. passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
he following bills were taken up and con- 
sid:red as ia committee of the whole, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third rea ling: ‘ 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Nathaniel Pryor, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Ephraim D. Dickson. 

The b:ll for the relief of J. M. Strader. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame 
De Luster. 

The bill for the relief of Gurdon S. Hubbard, Ro- 
bert A. Kinzie, and others, 

The bill for the relief of Francis A. Harrison. 

‘The bill for the relief of Joseph Paxton. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Pierre Bonhomme. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Wilson; and 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Colin Bishop. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the 
public lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the 
same, and raise a log cabin thereon, was taken up, 
the question being as follows: 

Mr.. CRITTENDEN] had submitted the fol- 


lowing motion: 


Resolved, That the bill be recommitted to the Committee on 
Public Lands, with instructions to report amendments thereto, 
to the fellowing effect: 

1. To distribute the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the several States of the Union, in just and equitable 
proportions. 

2. To grant toactual bona fide settlers upon the public lands 
the right of pre-emption to any quantity thereof, not exceeding 
one half section of 320 acres, including the place of settlement, 
atthe minimum price of $1 25 peracre, with such provisions 
as shail limit this right of settiement and pre-emption to actual 
bona fide settlers, whose estates. at the time of settlement, shall 
noi exceed the value of $1,000; and, furthermore, with such 
provisions as shall effectually exclude the wealthier speculators 
from all-benefit under this law, and shall prevent them from in- 
terfering with, or participating in, the privilege and right of set- 


 tlemeat and pre-emption, which are hereby granted and intend. 


ed fvr the sole advantage of the needy and honest settlers and 
cultivators of the soil. ye 


Mr. YOUNG had moved to amend Mr. Crim- 
TENDEN’s motion by substituting the following: 


A provision to dispose of the public lands within the hmitsor 
the new States, to the following effect: = ~ =< 

_ That all the public lands within the’ States of Alabama, Mia: 
sissippi, Louisiana}Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, 
and Michigan, with the exceptions of the sites of fortifications, 
navy and dock yards, arsenals, magazines, and all uther public 
buildings, shali; after the thirtieth day of June, eighteen-hundrad. 
and forty-tw6, tie disposed of to the States within thédimits af 
which they are respectively situated, they having previously. 
complied with the following conditions: ee) 

First. That ihe said States shall severally pass ‘acts, to be 
irrevocable, that they will monthly, as the sales of the said lands 
shall progress, pay into the Treasury of the United States, al the 
most convenient plates of deposite, and to such officer as may” 
be appointed to receive the same, sixty-five per cent; on the 
gross amount of the sales of suck lands, including, under sales, 
grants, and donatiens by the States, estimating the lands at the 
selling price at the time of the grantor donation, on or before 
the first day of February of each succeeding year. cs, 

Secondly, That the minimum price, as now fixed by law, shall 
remain unichaoged until the hired day of June aforesaid: Bul, 
after that peridd, the. price may be reduced by the States re- 
spectively, according to the following scale: all lands heretofore 
offered ar public sale, and then remaining unsold ten years or 
upward, preceding the thirtieth day of June aforesaid, may bë 
reduced by said Siatés to a price not less than one dollar pér 
acre; and all lands that may have been offered at public sale, 
and remaining unsold fifteen years. or upward, preteding thé - 
sard thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and forty-two, may 
thereafier be reduced by said States toa price notJess than 
seventy-five cents per acre; and all lands that may have been of- 
fered at public sule, and remaining unsold twenty years or ùp. 
ward, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred 
and forty-two, raay then be reduced by said Siates to a price not 
less than fifty cents per acre; and all lands that may have been 
offered at public sale, and remaining unsold twenty-five years of 
upward, preceding the said thittieth day of June, éighteen hun- 
dred and forty-two, may thereafter be reduced by said States to 
a price not Jess than twenty-five cents per acre; and all lands that 
may have been offered at public sale, and remaining unsold 
thirty yearsor upward, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, shall be ceded immediately to 
the Statesin whichsaid Jands are situate: Provided, That all 
lands which shall remain unsold after having been offered at 
public sale. for ten years, end which do not come under thé 
above provisions, shal! be subject to ii rovisious of pre-empre 
lon, gradnauion, and disposition aforesaid, at the respective 
periods of ten, fiftcen, twenty, Gwerty-five, and thirty years, 
after said sale, commencing from the expiration of ten years 
after the same hai} been offered at pubtic sale. ; 

‘Lhirdly. That the lauds shall be subject to the same legal sub- 
divisions in the saleand survey as is now provided by law, res 
serving for cach township and fractional township the sixteenttt 
section, or the substitute, for ths use of schools, as heretofore proe 
vided by law; and the land not yet offered for sale, shall be first 
offered by the State at public auction, exceptin cases of pre: 
emption, and be sold for cash only, in the manner now provided 
by Jaw. And any landnow or hereafter remaining unsold after 
the same shall have been offered at sale at public auction, shall 
be subject to entry for cash only, according: to the graduation 
which may be fixed by the States respectively, under the provi- 
sions of this act; and that the acte of Congress which may bein 
force atthe time of assenting to this act shall remain uachanged, 
except as moilified by this act, unless with the assent of Con-” 
gress: Provided, That any of saidlands may, after they shall 
have become subject to private entry, be sold at the option of 
the purchaser, in quarter quarter sections, without any limita: 
tion whatever, 

Fourth. This disposition ofthe public lands, together with 
the portion of the salesto be retained by the States respective. 
ly, under the provisions of this act,shall bein full of the five per 
cent. fund, or any part thereof, not already accrued to any Btate; 
and the said State shall be exclusively Hable for all charges 
that may hereafter arise from the surveys, sales, and manage- 
mentofthe public lands, and extinguishment of Indian tide 
within the Hmisof said States, respectively. 

Fifth. That, en a failure to comply with any of the above 
conditions, or a violation of the same, on the part of any of the 
said States, the cession herein made to the State failing to com- 
ply with or violating said conditions, shall be thercby rendered 
null and void; and all grants or titles thereafter made by said 
State, for any portion of the public Janis within the limits, of 
the same, ceded by this act, shall be, and are hereby declaredto 
be, nnil and v ‘id, and of no effect whatever, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, upon every reduc- 
tion in the-prices of said lands, which shall take place by the 
graduating process of this bill, the Legislatures of the ‘several 
States in which the lands are situated shall, at their discretion, 
have power to grant tothe respective occupants or settlers up. 
on any of said lands, rights of pre-emption at such graduated or 
reduced prices; which rights shall extend to a perivd of ninety 
days from and after the dates at which the respective gradua- 
tions shall take place; and any lands not taken up by the respec- 
tive occupants or settlers within that period, shall be liable to 
be entered or purchased by any other person, until. the next 
graduation or reduction in price shall take place, when. itshall, 
if not previously purchased, be again subject to the tight of pre- 
emption for ninety days, as before; and so on, from time to 
time, as said reductions shall take place. : 


Suc. 3. Ancdbe it further enacted, That whenever the. Pre- 
sident of the United States shall be officially notified. that any. 
of the States aforesaid has passed an act in compliance with 
the above conditions, it shall be his duty, after the “thirtieth day 
of June aforesaid, or forthwith after the passage of sald act, 1f, 
passed subsequent to that period, to adoptsuch measures as he 
shall think proper to close the land offices, including the survey- 
ing department, within the limits of said State; and that the 
commissions of all officers co..nected therewith shall expire on 
a day to be fixe by him, but which day shall not be beyond six | 
months after the thirtieth day o’ June aforesaid, or, if subse- 
quent thereto, from the day he received the official notification. 
of the passage of said act. 

Src. 4. And be it furthér enacted, That on such notification 
being made, tbe said State shall be relieved from all com- 
pacts, acts, or-ordinances, Impasing restrictions on the right of 
said State to tax any lands by her authority subsequent to the 
sale thereof, ceded by this, act; and ail raps, titles, recorde, 
books, documents, and papers, in the General Land Office at 
Washington, relative to said lands, or duplicates therecf, where 
the originals cannot properly be transferred, shall be subject to, 
the order and disposition of the Executive of said State, in 
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such manner as the Legislature of said States may respectively 
appoint. 

Tia. 5. And beit further enacted, That all lands of the United 
States within the limits of the State of Tennessee, with the ex- 


ceptions enumerated in the first section of this act, shall be, and- 


the same are hereby, ceded to said State. : 

Sec. 6. Andbe it further .enacted, That the sixty-five per 
cent. of ihe proceeds of the sales, hereby secured to be paid to 
the Uned States, shall be set apart and exclusively applied to 
the gradual increase of the navy, and the creetion of such forti- 
fications for the general defence of the country, as Congross 
may by law hereafter order and direct. 


Mr, HUBBARD, who was entitled to the floor, 
spoke at much length in opposition to the amend- 
ment of Mr, Crirrenpen and the distribution po- 
liey. 

Mr. H. was followed in the debate by Messrs. 
CALHOUN, WEBSTER, BENTON, CLAY of 
Alabama, PIERCE, HENDERSON, RIVES 
ROANE, PORTER, and CRITTENDEN. Messrs. 
PIERCE and ROANE siated that they would vote 
for Mr. Youna’s amendment merely because they 
preferred itto that of Mr. CRITTENDEN, but that 
they were opposed to the passage of either of them. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Younc's 
amendment, and it was decided in the negative— 
ayes 20, noes 31, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King. Linn, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, Norvell, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, 
and Young—20, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Buchanan, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, 
Henderson, Hubbard, Huntington, Ker, Knight, 
Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Wall, 
Webster, White, Williams, and Wright—31. 

The question was then taken on Mr. CRITTEN- 
DEN’s motion to recommit with instructions, and 
needed in the negative—ayes 22, nays 29, as fol 

ows: 
- YHAS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Buchanan, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Gra- 
ham, Huntington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, 
Paelps, Prentiss, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard; Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Webster, and White— 
2 


NAYS—Messr:, Alien, Anderson, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Clay ef Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Nicholson, Norvell, Pieree, Porter, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Tappan, Walkir, Wall, Wiliams, Wright, and 
Young-—29 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 31, 
nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs, Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, Hlub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
Webster, White, Williams, Wright, and Young— 
31. 


WAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, 

untington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, 

helps, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Ruggles, 
and Southard—19. 

So ihe bill was passed, and ordered to be sent to 
the House for concurrence. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then moved that the Se- 
nate take up’the bill to-eitablish a uniform system 
of bankruptcy. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had voted against the 
bankrupt bill at the last session, and might proba- 
bly feel compelled to do so at the present; never- 

_Aheless, if the friends of the measure insisted on its 
being taken up, he would interpose no obstacle in 
their way. Bat we were now within four weeks 
of the termination of the session; the bankrupt bill 
would- give rise to an extended discussion, 
and it could not be passed in time to give it 
the least chance of passing in the other House. 
He -therefore appealed fo the friends of the 
bill whether it was proper to set aside all the 
pressing business-of the session in order to discuss a 
. measure which there wasno probability of passing ; 
, Or whether it would not: be. beiter to postpone the 


| sioner of the General Land Office. 


consideration of the bankrupt bill until the spe- 
cial session, which it was generally understood was 
to be called, and to devote themselyes to the eon- 
sideration and perfecting of the many bills now on 
their calendar, and to pass those measures which 
the public exigencies demanded. 

Mr. CALHOUN here moved an adjournment, 
and after some discussion, the motion prevailed. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, February 2, 1841. 

Mr. SERGEANT asked the permission of the 
House to present the resolutions of the Legislature 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania relative to 
the public lands and the revenue of the United 
States, and moved that they be Jaid upon the table, 
and printed. 

Mr. FORNANCE moved to amend the motion 
by adding the following: 

Resolved, That the resolutions be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and thatsaid com 
mittee be insiructed to inquire into the expediency 
of revising the whole tariff. And further, that said 
committee inquire whether it will be necessary to 
increase the tariff in order to raise sufficient reve- 
nue to meet the probable expenses of Government 
for the year 1841. i 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said that as the motion 
could only be entertained by general consent, he 
felt constrained to object, as there was business of 
great imporlance now pending before the House. 

Mr. SERGEANT inquired what disposition had 
been made of the resolutions? 

Tae SPEAKER replied that thzy could only bs 
received by general consent. 

Mr. SERGEANT then moved to suspend the 
rules. 

The SPEAKER said there was already a motion 
to suspend the rules pending, for the purpose of re- 
ceiving the resolution introduced on yesterday by 
Mr. Fitimore; and that, when that question was 
taken, then the motion of Mr. Sergeant would be 
in order. 

Mr. LINCOLN asked leave to present a resolu- 
tion from the Committee on Public Lands, rescind- 
ing the resolution of the House passed on the 16.h 
of January, authorizing the printing of tea thousand 
extra copies of the annual report of the Commis- 
Mr. L. said 
he was authorized by the committee to say that 
their impression, at that time, was that the coloring 
of the maps would cost but three cents each—in 
all but{two or three hundred dollara; that it was now 
ascertained that the cost of coloring would amount 
to $6 240, 

The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the resolution of the House, of 
the 16th of January last, directing the printing of 
10,000 extra maps cf the annual report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office be ar- 
rested in its furtber execution,—so far that no 
more maps may be printed under the resolution, 
and no more of the maps already printed, be colored 
or painted: 

And, on the question being‘taken, the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr, FILLMORE moved that the following re» 

solutron, offered by him on yesterday, be now taken 
up: 
Whereas, the bill of this House, (No. 298,) en- 
titled “An act to authorize the issuing of Treasury 
notes,” was takea up in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, on the 18th day 
of January last, and has been made under discas- 
sion to this time: 

And whereas, much of the indispensable public 
business is yet to acted on; therefore, 

Resolved, That said committee be discharged 
from the further. consideration of said bill, from 
and after the 3d day of February inst. at 3 o’clock, 
p. m. unless the same shall be reported to the 
House before that time; and that said bill, with 
such amendments, if any, as shall have been 
adopted in said committee, shall be then taken up 
in. the House, and be the special order until finally 
disposed of; reserving to ssid committee the right, 
according to the rules of the Housé, to report the 
Same sooner if the discussion shall terminate. | 


The SPEAKER here stated that he had received 
this resolution yesterday, under the impression that 
it did not require a suspension of the rules to en. 
tertain it; that upea more mature reflection he 
found he had erred, and that it was necessary to 
suspend the rules to receive and act upon it, 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved a suspension of 
the rules; and - 

The question was about being taken, when, 

Mr. CRABB called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 127, nays 
40, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Axadrews, Atherton, Banks, Blackwell, Boardman, 
Bond, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, 
Sampson H. Butler, William O. Buller, Carr, Car- 
roll, Casey, Clark, Clifford, William R. Cooper, 
Craig, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Davee, Edward 
Davies, John Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, 
Dickerson, Doan, Doe, Doig, Earl, Eastman, 
Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Galbraith, 
Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Griffin, 
Grinnell, Hall, Hand, Hawkins, Henry, Hill of 
North Carolina, Hillen, Hopkins, Jackson, James, 
Jameson, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kemp- 
shall, Kille, Lane, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Lucas, McCarty, McClelian, McClure, Meredith 
Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, 
Montanya, Montgomery, Moore, Calvary Morris, 
Morrow, Osborne, Palen, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Peck, Prentiss, Profit, Randall, Rariden, 

eed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Jas. 
Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Samuels, Simonton, 
Slade, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Stuart, Sweney, Taliaferro, Philip F. Thc- 
mas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, To- 
land, Tarney, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Wat- 
terson, Edward D. White, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Thomas W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Wil- 
liams— 127, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Beirne, Black, 
Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Chittenden, Coles, 
James Cooper, Crabb, Dawson, Dennis, Dellet, 
Dromgoole, Fornance, Gates, Graham, Green, 
Habersham, Hawes, Hubbard, ‘Hunt, Jenifer, 
King, Francis Mallory, Monroe, Morgan, Nisbet, 
Pickens, Rives, Sergeant, Shepard, Truman Smith, . 
Sumter, Triplett, Warren, Weller, John White, and 
Lewis Williams—~40. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The question .was then taken on the resolution, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. JONES moved that the House go into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and resume the consideration of the special order. 

Mr. SERGEANT hoped that some disposition 
would first be made of the resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania. 7 
. The SPEAKER again said that it required the 
general consent of the House. 

Mr. SERGEANT then moved to suspend the 
rules, and thereupog’called for the yeas and nays; 
but a 

Mr, JONES off Virginia withdrawing his objec- 
tion, hey were not ordered. 

Thé question,was taken, and the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania were ordered to lie 
upon fhe table and be printed. 

. YREASURY NOTE BILL. 
r JOES, an was then taken on the motion of 


Mr. JONES, and decided in the affirmative. 

So tke House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casey 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the, 
bill authorizing the issue of five millions of dollars 
in Treasury notes. 

Mr. TRIPLETT being entitled to the floor, was 
about to commence his remarks, but gave way to 

Mr. CURTIS, who submited the following, . 
which he gave notice he should, when it would be 
in order to do so, move as an amendment to ihe 
bill under consideration: 

SECTION 2. Andbe it further enacted, That when- 
ever proof shall be exhibited, to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, of the loss or de- 
struction of any Treasury note issued under the 
authority of any act of Congress, itshall be law- 
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ful for the said Secretary, upon receiving bond, 


with sufficient security, to indemnify the United 
States against any other claim cn account of the 
Treasury note alleged to be so lost or destroy ea, wo 
pay the amount due on such note, tə the person 
who had lost, or in whose possession it had been 
destroyed. 

Mr.. CURTIS remarked that this section was an 
exact transcript of the law of 1819, authorizing the 
payment, in certain cases, on account of Tieasury 
notes, which have been lost or destroyed. 

Mr. TRIPLETT then spoke at some length in 
reply to the remarks of Mr. VANDESPOEL on yes- 
terday. After some preliminary observations, Mr. 
T. proceeded to assure the committee that, under 
the administration of General Harrison, 

No trifler or deceiver 
Would be appointed a receiver. 

Also, under the same Administration, gentlemen 

might be assured that 
No man addicted to grabbin’ 
Would be permitted to enter the log cabin. 

Mr. T. said he would deny that there was a soli- 
tary Whig member in the House, or out of it, who 
desired a called session, unless they should be 
driven to it by imperative necessity. He 
then went on toshow what, in his opinion, was 
the’ actual stateof the Treasury, and that the esti- 
mates of the Secretary of the Treasury were not 
correct. Hecontended that the deficiency was not 
temporary, but permanent. ? 

In the course of his remarks on protective duties 
on foreiga luxuries, Mr. T. alluded to the tobacco in- 
terest. Hie called attention to the fact that while our 
cotton was taxed in England but 334 per cent. the 
tax on tobacco was eight hundred per cent. This, 
he contended, was enough to arouse the blood 
of any man of the tobacco growing States. The 
States of Greece once poured out their forces in a 
body upon Troy to avenge a single individual; 
and ancient} Rome once rosé in arms on account of 
a single citizen; but here were a million and a half 
of our citizens interested in the tobacco question, 
and no attention was paid to their wrongs. 

Mr. T. concluded by replying in detail to the 
arguments of Mr. Wise on that subject. 

Mr. COLES of Virginia then obtained the floor, 
and after some preliminary remarks in relation to 
the anticipated measnres of the coming Adminis- 
tration, saidhe would vote for the bill because he 
believed the wants of the country required it. 

Mr. C. adverted to the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and vindicated the same frcm the 
unfounded attacks made upon it. The expendi- 
tures of the year, it was true, were founded on the 


7 report of the Secretary; but gentlemen need raise 


no objection on that account, for the whole appro- 
priations, with the cxeeption of about a million, 
were under the control of Congress. These appro- 


. priations they had the power to regulate as they 
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might think proper. 

After showimg that, if the appropriations were 
kept within proper bounds, there would be suffi- 
cient means to meet every demand during’ the year, 
Mr. C. explained that the notes required now were 
merely for a temporary assistance to the Treasury, 
to enable it to anticipate the receipts; and that a per- 
manent deficiency, as some gentlemen endeavored 
to make out, would not necessarily be the cate. 

He then defended the emission of Treasury notes 
as in strict conformity to the Constitution. 

But this mode of raising money had been object- 
ed to because it was the easiest mode. He then 
showed that this objeetion amounted to no more 
than an objection to dealing at the nearest store. 

He considered that five millions of these notes, 
under presen! circumstances, were amply sufficient 
to cover the inequalities now existing between the 
receipts and expenditures; and at the end of the 
year, unless he was grossly deceived, there would 
be a sufficient amount in the Treasury to redeem 
them. : 

Mr. C. then, at some length, exposed the. falla- 
cious arguments of those gentlemen who had at- 
tempted to prove the existence of a national debt. 
They wouid find that there was no debt ‘authorized 
by law; and if there was to be a debt, it ‘must de- 
pend on the future action of Congress. 


Mr. ©. then spoke at some,length in relation to- 


the tobacco interest of this country, and the neces- 
sity of the protection of that interest. j 
The remark of Mr. C. will appear heteafter. 
Mr. BLACK said, that he would not have risen 
to speak on the subject, if the merits of the bill had 
been kept before the House; in relation to the 
adoption of which, he presumed no man doubted 
the necessity. But there were other topics connect- 
ed with this subject, and bad grown out of it. They 
were important to the people who sent him here. 
He did not, however, speak so much asa Represen- 
tative, as one of the sovereign people of Georgia. 


- His representative ‘capacity was ,fast expiring, 


and, in a few days more, all the trapp'ngs of of- 
fice would be taken from him. He would then go 
back to Georgia and mingle with the peopie who 
sent him here. But while here, he had the double 
right to speak, not only in his representative capa- 
city, but as one of the peeple. 

Mr. B. after some remarks in relation to his own 
State, alluded to a pictorial representation of him- 
self, and some of his colleagues from Georgia, 
which was exhibiting, and for sale in the stores on 
theavenue. The idea sought to be conveyed by 
that pictorial representation, Mr. B. pronounced as 
a base slander, both in its conception and exe- 
cution. 

He then alluded to the remarks of Mr. VANDER- 
POBL on yesterday, avd said that, alihongh that 
speech gave him great pleasure, yet there was one 
portion of it for which he had to express his re- 
gret. The gentleman had thought proper to inti- 
mate that as so much had been said about the in~ 
terests of the South, he supposed that New York 
and Pennsylvania would, after a while, be consi- 
deredas mere colonies, 

But, Mr. B. said what would all the vaunted com- 
merce of the North and East bs without our South- 
ern product—our cotton. If it were not for the 
cotton of the South, how could the North freight 
their ships. Would ibey load them with onions, 
apples, and wooden nutmegs? No, if it were not 
for the cotton, their boested commerce would fall at 
once. Mr. B. merely referred to this as an answer 
to what the gentleman from New York had said; 
but he thought it was impolitie and useless to insti- 
tute such comparisons. 

After adverting to the singular discrepancies be- 
tween the statements of Messrs. Barwarp, Evans, 
BELL, and others of the Opposition, who had un- 
dertaken to abuse the Admistration as extravagant, 
Mr. B. said he would take his ground on this 
broad fact, which he commended to the especial 
notice of Southern men. He asserted that since 
Mr. Van Buren bad been in power, he had, witha 
decreasing revenue, and aa increasing country, re- 
duced the expenditures of the Government nearly 
ten millions of dollars. 

Mr. B. then proceeded to prove this by reference 
to authentic documents: after which, ina very se- 
vere manner, he animadverted on the conduct of 
those gentlemen who had charged the Administra- 
tion with extravagance. 

He showed that the extraordinary expenditares 
of the Florida war, the public buildings, the remo- 
val of the Indians, the pensions, had all been 
charged upon the present Administration as ordi- 
nary expenses; and yet, notwithstanding all these 
disadvantages, Mr. Van Buren had managed to re- 
duce the expenditures nearly ten millions of dollars. 

Mr. B. then gave his views on the tariff, a Na- 
tional Bank, and other subjects broached by the 
speakers of the Opposijion. And having con- 
cluded, 

A motion was then made that the committee 
rise; which prevailed. 

But no quorum voting, the committee rose and 
reported that fact to the House. f 

Mr. ALFORD moved that the House again go 
into a committee of the whole. 

Mr. ADAMS asked that the House be counted 
to see whether a quorum was present; and 

On counting the House, the SPEAKER declared 
that there were sixty members present. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the House now ad- 
journ. 

On that question, the yeas and nays were called; 
which were ordered, and were: Yeas 27, nays 26. 

So the House adjourned. 


The committee appointed on Saturday last to as- 
certain and report a mode of examining and count- 
ing the votes for President and Vice President of: 
the United States, consists, on the part of “the 
House, of Mr. Cusmna, Mr. Jones of. Virginia, 
Mr. Grancer, Mr. Dawson, and Mr. ATHERTON} 
on the part of the Senate, of Mr. Pazston, Mr. Huss 
BARD, and Mr. HUNTINGTON. ` a 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpwrspay, February 3, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a message 
from the President of the United States in-compli- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate in relation to 
the survey, to ascertain and designate the boundary 
line between the State of Michigan and the Terri-. 
tory of Wiskonsan; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Commissioner of Patents, 
showing the operations of the Patent Office during 
the year 1849; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a remonstrance froma 
large number of citizens of Seneca, New York, in 
opposition to the passage of a bankrupt law; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of the pilots ` 
of the port of New York, praying fora repeal of 
the pilot law of 1837; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. : ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented eleven memorials 
of saddlers and harness makers of Philadelphia, 
praying the imposition of a duty on foreign sad- 
dlery and herness; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the memorial of cer- 
tain manufacturers and mechanics of the United 
States, praying the passage of a law for the securi- 
ty of the rights of the proprietors of designs aad 
patent; which was ordered to be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. j 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition of thirty-four 
citizens of Perry county, Ohio, praying the passage 
of a general bankrupt law; which was laid dn the 


able. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee ou 
the Judiciary, reported a ‘bill to alter‘the placè of 
holding one of the terms of the Circuit and District: 
Courts in Ohio; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. f 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill granting 
to the county of Johnson, in the Territory of lowa, 
the right of pre-emption to a tract of land for a 
seat of justice for said county, and repeating the 
second section of an act, approved the 3d March, 
1839, entitled “An act making a donation of land 


to the Territory of lowa, for the purpose of erect- 
¥ , 


ing public buildings thereon,” reported the same 
withont amendment, 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims, to which was referred a bill 
for the relief of the representatives of Captain Wil- 
liam Williams, lave of the State of North Carolina, 
deceased, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office, reported a bill to authorize the Post- 
raaster General to settle the claims of William 
Neil and Co. which was read, and ordered to'a sé- 
sond reading. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill grant- 
ing a pre-emption right to Eaech Evans; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pri»: 
vate Land Claims. x i 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire the expediency of granting a 
pension to the widow of the late Captain Davis of 
the 3d artillery, who died tin consequence of sick? 
ness and exposure in his endeavors to perform duty 
in the late gallant expedition of Lieutenant.Colonel 
Harney, through the Everglades in Florida. 

The resolution was agreed to, and, with accom- 
panying documents, referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. , . 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads was in» 
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structed to inquire ito the expediency of establish- 


ing a mail route from Bridgeville, by way of Fair- 
field, in Picken: e unty, Alabama, to Macon, in 
Noxubee county, Mississippi. f 

„Mi. ROBINSON said he was instructed by the 
Committee on- the. Post Office and Post Roads to 
move that 2500 copies of the report of Mr. Piitt up- 
on the administration of the post offices in the dif- 
ferent kingdoms of Europe, be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

This motion gave rise to an extended debate, in 
which. Messrs. ROBINSON, TAPPAN, CRIT- 
TENDEN, BUCHANAN, PRESTON, LINN, 
HUNTINGTON, SMITH of Connecticut, CAL- 
HOUN, KNIGHT, and LUMPKIN, participated. 
The controverted point in the discussion was-the 
authority of the Postmaster General to depute an 
agent to Europe, which was answered by the pro- 
duction of a resolution of the Senate requiring him 
to collect information which could not otherwise be 
procured. Most of the Senators bore strong testi- 
mony to the ability and valve of the report of Mr. 
Plitt, and the faithfulness with which he had per- 
formed the duties confided tohim. The resolution 
to print was agreed to. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

The bill for the relief of the egal representatives 
of Nathaniel Pryor, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Ephraim D. Dickson. 

The bill for the reiief of J. M. Strader. 

The bill for the relicf of the heirs of Madame 
De Lusser. i 

The bill for the relief of Gurdon S. Hubbard, Ro- 
bert A Kinzie, and others. 

The bill forthe relief of Francis A. Harrison. 

The bill for the relef of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava. 

Tie bill for the relief ot the legal representatives 
of Pierre Bonhomme. ~ 

The bill for the relief of Henry Wilson, and 

Tag bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Colia Bishop. 

Oa motion by Mr. PRENTISS, the bill for the 
relief of John McNeil was taken up, considered as 
in committee of the whole, and ordered to be cn- 
grossed for a third reading. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved that the considera- 
tion of the special orders be postponcd, znd that 
the Senate proceed to consider the bill establishing 
a uniform system of bankruptey, which, after 
some discussion, was agreed to, with an understand- 
ing that it would be taken up to morrow at one 
o'clock. £ 

On motion by Mr. KING, the Senate went into 
the consideration of Executive business, 

And then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wennespay, February 3, 1841. 

Mr. CUSHING said he was instructed by the 
joint committee appointed to examine the votes for 
President and Vice President of the United States, 

-and to notify the peisons elected of their election, 
to ask that the House concur in the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the two houses will assemble ia 
the chamber of the Flouse of Representatives on 
Wednesday, the 10th of February, at 12 o’clock, 
andthe President of the Senate shall be presiding 
officer; that one person be appointed a teller on 
the part of the Senate, and two on the pari of the 
House of Representatives, to make a list of the 
votes as they shall be declared; that the result shall 
be declared to the President of the Senare, who 
shall announce the slate of the vote, and the per- 
sons elected, to the two Houses as aforesaid, which 
shall be deemed a declaration of the persons elect- 
ed. President and Vice President of the United 
States, ‘and, together with a lis: of votes, be entered 
on the journals of the two Houses. 

‘The-resolution was concurred in. 

Mr: LEET asked leave to present, and have re- 

_ ferred, the memorial of B:nediet Reynolds, of 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, praying fora 
pension. Objections being made, leave was not 
granted, 


Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
resolve itself into Commiitee of the Whole on the 
State of the Union, and resume the consideration 
of the. special order. 

. Mr. STEENROD moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, taken on yesterday, by which the following 
resolution was adopted: i 

Whereas, the bill of this House, (No. 298,) en- 
titled “An act to authcrize the issuing of Treasury 
notes,” was taken up in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, on the.18th day 
of January last, and has been made under discus- 
sien to this time: 

And whereas, much of the indispensable public 
business is yet to be acted on; therefore, 

Resolved, That said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of said bill, fromand 
afier the 21 day of February mst. at 3 o'clock, p. 
m. unless the same shall be reported to the House 
before that time; and that said bill, with such 
amendments, if any, as shall have been adopted in 
said committee, shall be then taken up in the 
House, and be the special order until finally disposed 
of; reserving to said committee the right, accord- 
ing to the rules of the House, to report the same 
sooner if the discussion shall terminate. 


Mr. WISE said be hoped a vote on the motion 
to reconsider would be taken, as he had an amend- 
ment to propose, so as to put the coming Adminis- 
tration oa precisely the same footing as the present 
Admistration, in regard to the issue of Treasury 
notes; and he hoped the motion would prevail, 
simply for the purpose of allowing his amendment 
to be intreduced. Phe subsance of th: amend- 
ment was this: give the succeeding Administration 
the power, in case there were five millions outstand- 
ing on the 4th of March, to issue five millions 
thereafter. : 

After some conversation between Messrs. PECK 
and L. WILLIAMS, the amendment was then 
read, as follows: 

Provided, That in case the Treasury notes out- 
standing and unredeemed, issued under former 
laws of Congress, added to the amount of such 
notes issued under the act and actually expended, 
or issued to meet payments due and payable before 
the 4:h day of March next, shall, on the 4th day 
of March next, exceed the sum of five millions of 
dollars, then the President of the United States 
shall be, and he is hereby authorized to issue, by 
virtue of the provisions of this act, such further 
amount of the said notes as will make the whole 
amount issued under tbis act and applicable to 
payments falling due affer the 4d day of March 
next, the full sum of five millions of dollars. 

The question then recurring on the motion to re- 
consider, 

Mr. DAWSON raiscda question of order. It 
was this: whether the resolation adopted on yester- 
day had not become the rule ef the House? If that 
was the case, then the House could not change the 
order, 

Mr. PECK inquired whether a majority could re- 
consider or postpone it. 

Tac SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WATTERSTON moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded. 

The question then recurred on the main question; 
whereupon, 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were-—yeas 96, nays 53, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Atherton, Banks, Bond, Boyd, Sampson H. 
Butler, Calhoun, John Campbell, Carroll, Casey, 
Chittenden, Clifford, Wiiliam R. Cooper, Craig, 
Crockeit, Cross, Curtis, John Davis, Dawson, De- 
berry, Dennis, Doan, Doig, Eesiman, Fine, 
Fisher, Fornance, Galbraith, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, 
Goggin, Granger, Green, Griffin, Habersham, John 
Hastings, Hawes, Holmes, Jackson, Jameson, 
Charles Johnston, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lane, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, McCleilan, Francis Mal- 
lory, Marchand, Mason, Medill, Miler, Monroe, 
Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Petrikin, Pickens, 
Prentiss, Rariden, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rives, Ed- 
ward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Sergeant, 
Shepaid, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, 


Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Philip F, 


Thomas, John B. Thompson, Triplett, Peter J.. 


Wagner, Warren, Watterson, Weller, Edward 


D. White, Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Wik 


liams, Lewis Williams, and Wise-—96. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Baker, Beatty, Board- 
man, Brewster, A. V. Brown, Carr, Chinn, Clark, 
Connor, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Cush- 
ing, Edward Davies, Dickerson, Doe, Dromgoole, 
Earl, Everett, Giddings, Hall, Hawkins, Henry, 
Hill of N. C. James, Joseph Johnson, Kempshail, 
Lincoln, Meredith Mallory, Montanya, Moore, 
Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Parmenter, Paynter, 
Peck, Proffit, Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Tru-, 
man Smith, Starkweather, Sweney, Toland, Tur- 
ney, Vroom, John White, Henry Williams, Jo- 


‘seph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Williams 


— 53. 

So the rules were suspended, 

The resolation of Mr. FILLMORE being now 
before the House, . 

Mr. WISE moved to amend the same by strik- 
ing out all after the word “Resolved,” and inserting 
in liew thereof the following: 

“That after three o'clock the debate on the bill 
shall cease, and the committee shal! proceed to vote 
on the various amendment submitted, and te be 
submitted, and then report the bill; with the amend. 
ments agreed to by the committee, to the House.” 

After some remarks by Messrs. WISE and 
BRIGGS, ` 

Mr. STEENROD, in reply to a question from 
Mr. Cusuina, said he did not move for the recon- 
sideration for the purpose ef reopening the debate, 
but merely to enable his colleague [Mr. Wise] to 
submit his amendment. : 

The question was then stated on agreeing to Mr. 
Wisn’s amendment to Mr. Fittmorg’s resolution; 
when 

Mr. TURNEY called for the previous question. 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the resolution do 
lie upon the table. 

At this stage of the proceedings, and before any 
qiestion was taken, 

Mr, FILLMORE inquired whether it would be 
in order for him to withdraw his resolution. -~ 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative; and 

Mr. FILLMORE then withdrew his resolution. 

Mr. BLACK asked whether it would be in order 
to move that both resolutions be laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER replied that one of them had 
been withdrawn. 

Mr. MORGAN inquired whether it would now 
be in order to move to go into a committee of the 
whole. 

The SPEAKER said that a motion to that effect 
had already been made. 

The question was about being taken on the mo- 
tion to go into Committee of the Whole, when 

Mr. STEENROD called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 92, nays 81, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messsrs. Adams, Alford, Andrews, Ba- 
ker, Beatty, Beil, Black, Boardman, Brewster, 
Briggs, Bynum, Calhoun, John Campbell, Carr, 
Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Connor, James 
Cooper, Crabb, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Garrett 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Doe, 
Dromgoole, Everett, Fillmore, Gates, Gentry, Gog- 
gin, Graham, Granger, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, 
Habersham, Hiland Hall, Hawes, Thomas Henry, 
Hines Holt, Francis James, D. Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston, Kemble, Kempshall, King, Lane, Lewis, 
Lincoln, McCarty, Meredith: Mallory, Francis 
Maliory, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Calvary Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, 
Peck, Profit, Randall, Rariden, Reed, Jas. Rogers, 
Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, John Be 
Thompson, Triplett, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, 
Warren, Watierson, John White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher 
H. Williams—92, 

NAYS—Messrs, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Atherton, Banks, Blackwell, Bond, Boyd, Aaron 
V. Brown, Sampson H. Batler, Carroll, Chapman, 


Clifford, William R. Cooper, Craig, Cranston, 


Cross, Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, Doan, 
Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
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Galbraith, Garland, Giddings, Hawkins, Hill of 
North Carolina, Holmes, Hopkins, Jackson, Jame- 
son, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. 
| Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McClure, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Ridgway, Rives, Edward Rogers, Sa- 
muels, Shepard, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swear- 
ingen, Sweney, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Ja- 
cob Thompson, Turney, Vroom, Weller, Jared W. 
Williams, Henry Williams, and Wise—81. ` 
Mr. WISE rose to a point of order. He said 
that the House had, by a vote of two-thirds, adopt- 
ed the resolution of the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Fintmore,] and pat it upon the journal. To- 
day a motion was made to reconsider the resolu- 
tion. It was reconsidered; it was part of the ques- 
tion before the House, and was subject to. amend- 
# ment. The Spwaxer decided that the genileman 
| from New York had the right to withdraw it. 
a The SPEAKER reminded Mr. W. that he should 
- have made his point of order before the vote was 
declared. 
Mr. WISE said he was compelled to appeal from 


after the committee came into the House, he woul 
present his point of order. io 
TREASURY NOTE BILL. ae 

The House then went into a Committee ofthe 
Whole on the state of the Union, and resumed the 
consideration of the bill authorizing the issue of five 
milions of dollars in Treasury notes. 

Mr. WELLER being entitled to the floor, spoke 
at some length in favor of the bill, and in reply to 
the objections urged against it. 

Afier explaining the circumstances under which 
; the Secretary of the Treasury asked for this tèm- 

' porary aid, Mr. W. proceeded to notice the falla- 
cious arguments of the Opposition in attempting to 
prove the existence of a national debt. 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. W. observed 
that before the election, thecry was that the Admi- 
nistration was ‘extravagant;” and abuse without 
end was poured out upon it. But now the cry was 
suddenly changed, and our ears were assailed by 
the charge of “mean parsimony.” By way of il- 
lustration, Mr. W. alluded to the elaborate speech 
of Mr. Ogle in relation to the President's furniture, 
which speech had furnished a theme for all the 
small beer politicians in denouncing the Adminis- 
tration for extravagance.. Now, however, the 
charge had been entirely reversed, and the Admi- 
nistration, instead of being extravagant, was 
abused for “mean, niggardly parsimony.” 

Mr. W. then gave his views at some length.on 
the pre-emption bill, the distribution, and gradua- 
tion system, &e. He afterwards commented upon 
the conflicting conclusions to which members of 
the Oppositicn had come, as to the measures pro- 
per to be adopted. He contended that this want of 
unanimity was conclusive evidence that General 

- Harrison had not come out and ann unced himself 
and his polities. If that individual had, as was 
contended, announced himself, how was it that his 
supporters differed so widely in their views? Mr. 

W. made some further remarks, which will be given 
` hereafter in full, 

Mr. BRACKENRIDGE then took the floor in 
Opposition to the mode of relieving the Treasury by 
the issue of these notes, and in favor of a loan. 
He denied that it was the wish of the Whig party 
to have an extra session of Congress. Besides, that 
did not come within their province. It was not for 
them to say whether there should be an extra ses- 
sion or not. ‘That was the province of the Presi- 
dent; and as Mr. Van Buren had once called an 

< extra session, why should not General Harrisen, if 
he saw fit, be allowed the same privilege? Bat he, 
Mr. B. hoped there would be no reason for calling 
an extra session. It would all depend, however, 
< on the amount of means appropriated. He consi- 
` dered five millions as by far too little, and that at 
< least ten millions ought to be provided. 

-Mr. MONROE said, he would take up, but fif- 
teen minutes of the time, inasmuch as he ‘intended 
to confine his remarks to the merits of. the bill, in- 

stead of discussing matters having no connection 


i 


the decision of the Chair; and gave notice that, . 


with it, He had no doubt but that twenty millions 
of dollars could be raised on Government bonds at 
five per cent. in a short period. But that would 
notsuitthe views of the Administration, for they 
had so greata repugnance to any thing which bore 
the appearance of a debt. 

After some further remarks in favor of relieving 
the Treasury by means of a loan, Mr. M. pro- 
ceeded to define his positicn, and, in the course of 
his remarks on that head, touched upon the tariff 
question and the compromise act. He gave itas 
his opinion that the Southern members could not 
be brought to agree on any bill for a tarif, He 
would venture to say that if he should give any 
Southern mana week to prepare a tariff biil, no 
other Scuthern man could be found who would 
agree to it 

A member here asked Mr. M. whether the 
Northern members could agree. i 

Mr. MONROE said, yes they could; and therr 
being able to agree was owing to iheir common 
school system. The education Northern men re- 
ceived in their common schools, taught them com- 
mon sense, 

Mr. M. was then procecding in defining his posi- 


r tion, when . 


Mr. WISE asked him if he had received his 
practical education in the common schools. 

Mr. MONROE said, no; for he had remained 
too long in the South to have much practical edu- 
cation. 

Mr. WISE said he had the advantege over some, 
for he was so fortunate as to get his education in 
the North. 

Mr. MONROE said the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had the advantage of him, if he was so for- 
tunate as to get an education any where. 

After some farther remarks of a humorous cha- 
racter, Mr. M. contended that although there might 
be enough for the present wants of Government, 
yet due consideration ovght to be had to the siate 
of our army and navy. It was well known that 
we were not in a condition to meeta hostile force; 
and Congress would not do its duty, unless it made 
a sufficient appropriation for placing the army and 
navy on a proper footing. 

Mr. ALFERD regretted the nevessity for his 
rising to lake partin tbe debate, but when he saw 
the conduct of his friends in attempting to stamp the 
coming Administration with features it ought not to 
bear, be could not remain silent in his seat. He 
felt it his duty to rise and say a few words on the 
subject, because he differed honestly from his 
friends, and had his suspicions as to the course they 
thought proper to pursue. Yes, he would assure 
them that he ever would act as.an honest man; and 
they might be assured that, so long as the patriotic 
citizens of bis State honored bim with a seat on that 
floor, he would ep-ak out his sentiments, and, £o 
far as he was able, do thera justice. 

Mr. A. said he rezret'ed the introduction of so 
many topics having no manner of wonsection with 
the bill, which he did not care much wheth r it 
pasted orno’. Bat as his vote would not turn the 
scale either way, for the sake of consistency he 
might give it against the bill. At the same time, 
however, he must express his opinion that the pre- 
sent state of the Treasury imperatively demanded 
that something shoald be done. 

Bathe would repeat, that the bill before them 
had been nearly los t sight of in the debate; for no 
soonér was it introduced, than the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Barnanp] gave notice of his inten- 
tion, after moving to strike out the enacting clause, 
to introduce an amendment laying a tax on foreign 
wines, silks, and other articles, 

It was to this fact that his attention had been 
fixed, and his fears aroused. Here were suddenly 
developed the plans of the high tariff party of the 
North; and ail the fine spun arguments in favor of 
that dreadful system had been retailed on the floor, 
no doubt long ago prepared in the closet, and 
spun and wove in the elegant manufactures of the 
North. It was this scheme ofa high tariff in dis- 
guise, which he complained of, and be thought he 
saw itat the first movement of the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Barnarp ] 

He, Mr. A. believed that coming events cast 


their shadows before, and he thought he conld see 


in this movement of the high tarif: men‘of the: 
North, a design to build up the manufacturing inë 
terests at the sacrifice of the rights of the South.: 
His friends must permit him to give his: honest 
opinions, for honest he would be in spiteof: any 
man or apy party. No party ever had power-to 

crush his opinions. - DEEE 

Mr. A. then proceedéd to show that a tariff of 
pro‘ection for the manufactures would not be the less 
sensibly felt because it was sought to be introduced 
under the plausible and specious pretence ofa ta» 
riff for raising révenue. He believed he could ` 
foresee, under this plausible pretext, a design to in- 
troduce measures for a high tariff of protection, 
and one of the most oppressive character that ‘the 
South could possibly bear. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to argue that the attempts 
of Mesers. BARNARD, Evans, BELL, and others, to 
swell the expenditures of Government, were to fur» 
nish a pretext for a high tariff. The object of those 
gentlemen was to make the expenditures of Go: 
vernment as high as possible, that there might be a 
plausible pretext for a high tariff. ; 

But why should the tariff question be agitated 
before there is any necessity for it? This, in ‘his 
opinion, was decidedly the worst feature ‘in the 
whole business. Why did gentlemen expend such | 
mighty labor in altempting to prove the existence 
of an enormous debt, in order that the American 
people might be persuaded that a high and mighty 
tariff was necessary? eae 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Barwarp]: 
had attempted to prove the existence of a necessity 
for forty millions, and that it will be necessary to 
raise this forty milliuns by a tarif. But he, Mr. A. 
would ask that gentleman,whether he really believed 
himselfin his own ca'culation? Was the gentle- — 
man really in earnest? Was that a proper calcula- 
tion for the economical administration of General 
Harrison? The compromise act declared that no 
more tariff should. be laid than was sufficient- to 
meet the necessities of Government; but here the 
high tariff men were marking out an enormous Go- 
vernment debt for the purpose of raising an al- 
mighty tariff. 

la reply toa quastion from Mr. W. Thompson, 
Mr. A. said he condemned the past extravagance 
ofthe present Administration, but now the election 
had been decided, he was not the man to fight a 
dead corpse. He was sure his friends wou'd not 
Suspect bim of not being friendly to General Har. 
rison, I will (said Mr. A.) sustain him to the 
death, and do my duty to the South, notwithstand. 
ing all the scowling of my Northern friends, Yes, 
I will support Harrison. I supported him when 
he had but few other supporters, and I will 
support him now. Were I to do otherwise, it 
„would be unjust and unkind towards my constitu. 
ents, these noble fellows of Georgia, who took the 
lead. and went ahead in this business. 

After some farther remarks of the above nature 
Mr. A. again adverted to the strange calculations 
ef bis Northern friends, who had attempted to 
prove the existence of a great national debt'as a 


| pretext for a hich tarif. He begged them to make 


their calculations over again, and see if they were 
not a little mistaken. 

It was his firm belief that there was no necessity 
for any tariff at all at this time for raising revenue. 
Where, then, was the cause for the labored are 
guments of gentlemen to show this- necessity for 
raising forty millions. Was the necessity founded 
in fact? No, it was not. The whole of it-was 
founded on the manufaeturing interest of the North: 
Was not that the real and plain truth? Had not 
the whole scheme, and the arguments, been spun, 
wore, reeled, and dyed in the elegant manufacto- 
ries of the North? Yes, they might depend 
upon it, that this whole scheme of showing 
an enormous debt, was of Northern. manufacture. 
The texture was beautifal, but he would warn his 
Southern friends to take heed in time, and not suf- 
fer themselves to be caught in its fine-spun web.. 
As for himself, they might rest assured that -he 
wouid never be forced into the ranks of the enemy. 
Although he respected his Northern friends, and 
gave them credit for honest motives, yet he could 
not surrender his judgment in. matters where he: 
clearly foresaw the interests of the South must Sue: 
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fer. He object was to stand up and to act for the 
South, the fairest portion of the world, which was 
once blooming like the garden of Eden before its 
fields were destroyed by the oppressive tariff Jaw. 
Mr. A. then went on to show that this forty mil- 
lions was wanted by the North for building their 
lighthouses, harbors, fortifications, ete. Not how- 
ever that he was against a proper display of de- 
fence, for he believed that the only way of pre 
venting hostilities was to make a show of fight. 
He knew that from experiense; for he had been 
saved many a drabbing by an apparent willingness 
to-fight. ; 
-. Mr. A, then alluded to a former speech on the 
Canadian border troubles, and said that now, as 
well as then, he would urge a proper dis- 


play of determination on our part to repel 
the aggression of the British dion. [If we 
did tbat, there would be no fear; and it 


ever the British lion of Queen Victoria should 
come roaring to the Falls of Niagara, he would 
there find the American Eagle sitting in majesty, 
at the sight of which, he would cast himself down 
that mighty cataract, howling in despair. 

Mr. A. again repeated his warning to his friends 
of the South in relation to the tariff web, which 
was thus weaving to catch them. ‘They might de- 
pend that this proposition for a tariff on wines and 
silks at this time was a ruinous thing. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to contend that it was 
perfectly just and reasonable to afford the present 
Administration a)l the assistance it required. As for 
the calculations of gentlemen to show how much 
was owing, they amounted to nothing, for their 
could beno premises on which to found such cal- 
culations, Time only could show how much was 
owing. The chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means had asked only for five millions, and 
the Administration contended that this was all they 
needed. But there was some difference between 
this five millions, and the forty millions sought to 
be made out by the gentleman from New Yok (Mr. 
BARNARD.) 


He (Mr. A.) must be permitted to say, that he 
did believe this movement on the part of his 
Northern friends, was all a boax to forestall the 
coming Administration, and to say that Wan Buren 
went out of pewer with a debtof forty millions, to 
show the necessity for a high tariff. 


The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. BELL] had 
contended that this forty millions must be paid im- 
mediately by a tax on wines and silks. Now the 
honorable chairman of the Indian Committee 
spoke like one having authority; yes, just as 
if the robes of office were already hanging 
from his shoulders. As to that, he (Mr. A.) 
had not the smallest objection, for he hoped 
his friend would get an office. And, continued 
Mr. A. all who are in favor of that will say “ay.” 
[laughter] But according to the statement of that 
gentleman, and that of the gentleman from New 
York together, the amount required for the coming 
Administration was swelled to a hundred and twenty 
millions!’ Great God! said Mr. A. what a state of 
things! and all to show the necessity of a mighty 
tariff. : 

He then proceeded to express his opinion that 
this deseription of things had been meaningly and 
purposely brought about by the gentleman from 
New York; there could be no question of it, He 
called on his colleagues from Georgia now to re- 
member what he had told them, when this proposi- 
tion of the gentleman [Mr. Barnarp] was first in- 
troduced. He had told them that this would open 
the discussion, and what would be the consequences 
of it, 


After some further remarks, Mr. A. drew a glow- 
ing picture as to what must be the consequences of 
this.tariff measure to the South. Here was a sum 
of a hundred and twenty millions sought to be 
proved as required by the coming Administration, 
and the means of raising it was to place a tax upon 
luxuries. He appealed to the tariff men of 1828, 
who laid a tax vpon the poor man’s salt, his sugar 
and molasses, and-who ground his constituents into 
the dust, as: to whether they were now sincere in 
their proposition to tax luxuries. If they were now 
sincere, he would go with them in what was right; 
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bat he must tell them that he looked upon them 
with á suspicious eye. f ; 

Aficr giving bis views in detail on the policy 
pursued towards towards the South in relation to 
the tariff, Mr. A. said that it was not his intention 
to exempt silk from taxation; but this was the 
wrong time; it was bad policy to introduce the sub- 
ject now. 

The movers in this matter knew very well that 
the scheme could not be pushed through at the pre- 
sent session, and if it could, it would net afford re- 
lief in time. What then was the object? Why 
it was to forestall public opinion—to show the 
overwhelming necessity of a high tariff, and to 
bring it down upon them at the called session. 
This was true as Holy Writ. 

Mr. A. proceeded to argne that the proper course 
would be to leave the tariff question until the regular 
session of Congress, when the people of the South 
would come up to it like men, and object to no 
reasonable plan for raising revenus to meet the 
wants of the Government. 

He then referred to the plan ror a distribu'ion of 
the public lands, and maintained that it was only a 
gilded bait. It was a plan to abstract some mil- 
lions from the revenue. It was a secret pulling of 
the wires by the tariff men before General Harri- 
son came into power. 

As to the wants of Government, it was his opi- 
nion that the present duties en imports would be 
amply suflicient to meet the wants of the coming 
Adininistration; fot the election of Harrison had 
infused life and confidence every where, and from 
all appearances there would be no lack of means. 

After adverting to several other topics, Mr. A. 
concluded by warning his friends against a called 
session, Ho reminded them that a called sesion 
was the cause of the downfall of Mr. Van Buren, 
and he feared such a course would have the same 
effect on the fortune of General Harrison. 


IN SENATE, 
Trourspay, February 4, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a communi- 
cation from the Secretary of the Treasury, in reply 
to a resolution of the Senate requiring a plan of 
home valuation on goods imported, instead of va- 
luation in foreign countries; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of forty-two 
citizens of Brown county, Ohio, praying the pas- 
sage of a bankrapt law, including banks; which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, exhibiting the 
exports and imports of sugar during the year end- 
isg the 30th September, 1840; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed, i 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial 
from citizens ef Camden, Scuth Carolina, praying 
the passage of a general bankrupt law; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial of 
Geo. Edmund P, Gaines, submitting a system of 
national defence; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. T. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Albany, remonstrating against the passage of the 
bankrupt bill; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill confirming the claim 
of the heirs of Antonio Gras to a tract of land in 
Louisiana; which was read, and ordered to a second 


i reading. 


Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Thankful 
Reynolds; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Wir. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the bill grant- 
ing a pre-emption right to Enoch Evans, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. KING, in pursuance of previous notice, 


| asked and obtained leave to introduduce a bill to 
| authorize Alexander Pope to iatreduce materials 


for three iron steamboats free of duty; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. : 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval 


ras err ee 


Affairs; to which was referred the communication 


of the Seerotary of. the Treasury on the subject of . 


American water rotied hemp, reported a joint re- 
solutisn on the subject; which was read, and ordered 
ato second reading. _ 

Mr. ANDERSON gave notice that to-morrow 


he would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief © 


of Langtree and Jenkins. f 

The bili for the relief of John MacNeil was read 
a third time and passed. i 

On motion by Mr. KING, the memorial. of 
Samuel H. Thompson, now on file, was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The CHAI then announced the general orders. 

Mr. SPUREON asked that they might be post- 
poned, for the urpose of taking up tae Dill for the 
relief of Eliza Causin, daughter and heir of John 


` H. Stone, deceased. 


Mr. RUGGLES moved that all the orders be 
postponed, for the purpose of taking up the bill for 
ihe better security of the lives of passengers on 
board of vessels propelled in whole or in part by 
steam. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped that neither of these 
bills would be taken up, but that they would go at 
once into the consideration of the bankrupt bill. 

Mr. KING said he did not think it was in order 
to take up a special order until 1 o'clock, He re- 


: gretted that so much of the time of the Senate was 


consumed in motions to give preference to some 
bills, and tale them out of their places on the ca- 
lendar. He hoped the Senate would proceed to 
the consideration of the general orders as they stood 
on the calendar. > 

The question was then taken on the motion of 


STURGEON, and lost. 


The Chair then again resumed the general 
orders. 
Mr. RUGGLES asked that the question might 


| betaken on his motion, which was done, and it 
| was negatived, 


The general orders were then taken up, and the 
bill for the relief Reynell Coates and Walter R. 
Johnson was considered as in committee of the 


| whole, 

| Mr. WILLIAMS, after explaining the merits of 
i the bill, offered an amendment for the relief of 
| William MeMurtrie. 


Mr. KING opposed the amendment, and it was 
Jost. 


Mr. KUNG then moved to amend by striking ont | 
| the amount charged for outfits; which was agreed 
to, and the bill, as amended, ordered tobe engrossed ` 


for a third reading. 
CHARTER OF WASHINGTON. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred the bill 
to amend and continue in forc: ihe act to incorpo- 
rate the inhabitants of the city- of Washington, 
reported the same with the following amendment: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
sert— 


That the act entitled “An act to incorporate the : 


inhabitants of the city of Washington, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia,” approved May the filteenth, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty, and the 
act entitled “An act supplementary to the act to in- 
corporate the inhabitants of the city of Washing» 
ton,” passed the twenty-sixth of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-four, be, and the same 
are hereby, continued in force for the period of 
twenty years from the passage of this act, except 
so far as the same may oe inconsistent with, or re- 
pealed by, the following provisions, or by any act 
hereafter to be passed by Congress. 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and required, wiihin two months from the passage 


of this act, to select and appoint three discreet and - 
! sensible men, inhabitants of said city of Washing- 
| ton, as commissioners, whose duty it shall be to lay 
off and divide said city into six wards, in such man- - 


ner, and with such bounds and limits, as to secure 


to each ward, as near as may be, an equal number, 
of inhabitants, and as may be otherwise most con- 


venient to the inhabitants of said city. The said 


commissioners to have the said wards plainly and. 


distinctly marked and designated upon a plat of 
said city, which they are to have prepared for the 
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purpose, and to submit said plat and their proceed- 
ing to the President of the United States for his ap- 
proval; and the same, when so approved by hin, 
are to be delivered to the mayor of said city, 
to be by him filed away and preserved among 
the archives of said city. And should the said 
proceedings of the commissioners aforesaid not be 
approved, he will report the same, with his objec- 
tions, to Congress, al its next regular session; and, 
in that event, the operation of this act shall be sus- 
pended until the further action of Congress upon 
the subject; and the said commissioners shail be al- 
lowed and paid out cf any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, a compensation for 
their services, to be fixed by the President, but not 
to exceed the sum of six dollars each per day, for 
every day tbey shall be actually employed in 
the performance of the duty hereby required of 
them. 

“Suc. 3. And be tt enacted, That the Board of Alder- 
men for said city shall, after the expiration of terms 
for which the existing members were chosen, con- 
sist of two members from each of said six wards, so 
as aforesaid to be laid off and ascertained, said 
members to be residents in, and chosen from each 
ward, by the qualified voters in each ward respec- 
tively, at the time and ia the manner now pre- 
scribed by law; and the Board of Common Council 
shall in like manner, after the expiration of the 
terms for which the existing members were chosen, 
consist of three members, to be resident in and 
chosen from each of said six wards respectively, 
by the qualified voters therein, at the times and in 
the manner now provided by law. 

Suc. 4. And be it enacted, That any free white 
male cijizen of the United States above the age of 
twenty-one years, who shall have resided ana had 
his domicil in the said City of Washington for one 
whole year immediately preceding any election for 


` Mayor, Aldermen, or Commen Councilmen, and 


who shall have given in his name to the Register of 
the said City at least twelve months before the eleg- 
tion at which he shall offer to vote, to be entered 
upon the registry of the inhabitants of said City, 
which it is hereby made the duty of said Register 
to keep for that purpose, and who shall have 
paid all taxes lawfally assessed to or upon, and 
payable by him, shall be entitled to vote at such 
election; and the neglect or failure of the. corpos 
rate authorities of said city to levy or assess to er 
upon any citizen a poll tax or other tax, shall not 
operate to deprive such citizen of his right of voting 
at any election in said city. 

Ssc. 5. And be it enacted, That so much of the 
acts hereby continued as require any property 
qualification whatever for the «flisers of mayor, 
alderman or common councilman, be, and thesame 
is hereby, repealed; but the persons who may here- 
after be chosen for either of those offices, shall re- 
spectively bein all other respects qualified as the 
existing laws require. 

Sec. 6. And be it enac'ed, That the corporate au-, 
thorities of said city of Washington shall have 
full power to levy and collect a poll tax from every 
free white male inhabitant of said city, of the age 
of twenty-one years or upwards, not exceeding in 
amount one dollar in any one year. 

The amendment was ordered to be printed. 

THE BANKRUPT BILL. 


The bill to establish a uniform system of bank- - 


ruptcy throughout the United States being taken up,’ 
Mr. CRITTENDEN rose to explain its'provi- 
sions, but he said he had no intention to enter into 
an elaborate argument on the subject, for, if a te- 
bate were to follow, it would amount to a rejection 
of the bill at this late period ofthe session. The 
bill had been fully debated at the last session, when 
it was passed, and a protracted debate now was, 
, therefore, unnecessary, as he presumed the opi- 
nions of the Senators were in no respect changed. 
, The bill was, in its main features, the same as the 
, bill on which they had heretofore acted; and, after 
_ calling the attention of the Senate to a report made 
: by commissioners eppointed by-the British Crown, 
» who consisted of commi sicners in the bankruptcy 
and insolvent courts, he left the measure to the dis- 
posal of the Senate. 
:MrSBENTON rose to make a motion which 
= would go to test one principal feature in this bill; 
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it was in relation tothe manner in which certifi- 
cates should be granted to debtors when discharged 
from their debts. Tue bill before them provided 
that the certificate should be decreed and allowed 


by the court which declared the debtor a bank-. 


rupt without the coneurrence of the creditors, 
which differed in that respect from the English 
bankrupt law, and from all bills which had hitherto 
been. brought into Congress on that subject, by 
which the assent of a portion of the creditors was 
always required. Now on this point he proposed 
to test the Senate, whether they shovld introduce 
such an innovation as this bill proposed, and allow 
Judges to decree. and allow a certificate on a case 
made out almost ex parte, and without the consent 
of the creditors. Elis motion was to strike out the 
fourth section, and to insert the forty-secoud and 
forty-third sections of the bankrupt bill, which was 
matured in the Senate in 1827, which, if adopted, 
would make this essential differeace in this bill, 
that instead of the bankrupt being discharged by 
the act of the judge without the consent of the 
creditors, he should not be discharged unlesson cer- 
tain conditions, the principal on2 of which was, 
that two-thirds of his creditors, in number and 
amount, should sign the certificate. Wih respect 
to the precise number he was not particular, but he 
was desirous that some certain number of the 
creditors should assent thereto. Fle believed this 
power was due to the creditor; it was a power 
which Congress should not undertake to 
take away; indeed, it was one of the great 
fundamental principles of the bankrupt bill, 
which had not hitherto, either in this couutry 
orin England been departed from, that {the credi- 
tors should control the issuing of the certificate, 
and he (Mr. Benton) looked upon it that, under 
our Constitution, which prohibited them from im- 
pairing the obligation of contracts, they ought not 
deprive the creditor of the just right he had exer- 
cised in such eases under similar laws. What 
could be objected to such a provision? Would 
it be said that the creditors would be hard hearted, 
andthat, therefore, they would withho'd the certis 
ficate from a poor debtor who had become so by 
misfortune, or improvidence even? Such an ar- 
gument was contradicted by experience, which 
taught them that where there was fairness on the 
part of the debtor towards the creditors, there was 
zlmost uniformly generosity to the impoverished 
and honest debtor on the part of the creditors. It 
had been the practice for the debtor and the credi- 
tors to meet together, and where the debtor showed 
himself to be honestly inde*ted, end unable to meet 
his engagements, he was released; and he (Mr, BEN- 
ton) held then that there was nothing in the argu- 
ment that creditors were heard hearted, to object 
to the substitute which he offered. He therefore 
moved to strike out the fourth section, and insert 
the sections he had mentioned. 

The Secretary having read the sections proposed 
to be introduecd— * 

Mr. HUNTINGTON conewrred with his fiiend, 
the Senator from Kentucky, that if this bill was to 
be debated section by section, it must be obvious it 
could not be passed. His own State (Connecticut) 
had very litte interest in this bill, yet he must be 


permitted to say that he had several cbjections to 
the amendment of the Senator from Missouri. It 


was a perfect anomaly in all judicial proceedings to 
require in such cases not only the intervention of a 
court, but also of two-thirds of the creditors. By 
the fourth section of this bill, which it was now 
proposed to strike out, there was ample security 
provided for the bona fide creditor; the question of 
fraud was determinable by a court, and why should 
the consent of two-thirds of the creditors be re- 
quired, when a court had determined the debter en- 
titled to his discharge? He could- not see why 
this peculiar privilege should be given to ereditors 
in this case, more than in any other, when they had 
the opportunity to bring the debtors before a proper 
tribunal. He saw no reason whatever to place 
such power in the hands of creditors. He objected 
to vest creditors with the power to interpose an un- 
just refusal to the discharge of honest debtors; he 
had also ether objections; but as the measure had 
been fully debated at the last session, he would not 


now detain the Senate, 


X% 


‘from Missouri had 


Mr. HUBBARD had considered: this bill, and. 
had prepared a motion which he bad intended. to; 
submit to the Senate, bat he presumed the Senator. 
given to it the consideration: 
which it demanded, and, therefore, he should not 
interfere. with the honorable Senator’s amendment. 
The honorable gentleman from Connecticut said a. 
perfect anomaly was involved in that amendment; 
Now, what was the proceeding to which the amend- 
ment referred? A bankrupt was about to be dis- 
charged from his liabilities to his creditors, andthe 
bankrupt was allowed to take his.own time, and to 
make his own preparation, and to make the decla- 
ration when it suited his own convenience, and i 
the creditors interposed, the Senator from Connece 
ticut said it was an anomaly! Fipa 

Now, in every bankrapt system with which he 
[Mr. Hurzarp] was acquainted, it was incorpo- 
rated; and why should it not be so now? Had not 
every gentleman’s experience warranted him in 
making the declaration, that where -there was. one 
creditor that refused to discharge a debtor, there 
were ten dishonest debtors that sought to impose upon 
an honest creditor? He was willing and desirous to 
give security to the honest debtor, but ke would not 
lose sight of the honest creditor, His State, (New. 
Elampshire,) would, perhaps, be as live affected 
by a bankrupt bill, as any other—as yet neither he 
nor his colleague had received a single memorial ' 
or remons'rauce on the sabject—but when. they 
were legislating in this matter, he hoped they: 
would preceed with due care, and not palm a one-' 
sided bill on the community, and neglect to pay a 
due regard to the interes's of creditors. Of what 
earthly benefit was this fourth section to the eredi-~ 
tors? What carthly protection would it afford 
them? The whole bill from the first to the last was 
a bill for the exclusive benefit of the debtor, and it 
did net regard, as he viewed it, the interest of the 
ereditor. He rejoiced that the honorable Senator 
from Missouri had brought forward his proposition, 
and he (Mr. Hussin) should call for the ayes 
and noes thereon; bnt he trusted, in saying what he 
had now said, he should not be aceused of being: 
unmindful of the unfortunate debtor. n 

Mr. NORVELL hoped the amendmeut would 
not be adopted. He would rather see no: bankrupt 
bill pass,ihan a bill with such a clause as that pro- 
posd by the Senator from Missouri. The section of. ` 
the Constitution to which the Seaator from Mise? 
souri referred, prohibited the States impairing the 
obligation of contracts, and did not militate against 
their power to pass the bill as it- was. introduced. 
Fle regretted to see gentlemen so much behind the 
age in which they lived in reference to subjects of 
this kind; if they kept equal pace with the people, 
they should at once do what justice, and merey, and 
humanity called upon them to do. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said the bill provided that 
if the creditors dissented, it should arrest the judge’s 
granting a certificate, and the matter was to be put 
upon trial; and if it were then determined that the 
debtor was a tona fide bankrupt, the juge should 
grant the certificate, without the concurrence of 
the creditors. Bul it was pow. proposed so to alter 
itas to make the consent of ihe creditors indispen- 
sable in all cases, Now the mischievous conses 
quences of such power being vested in the credi- 
tors was shown in the report of the British come - 
missioners, to whick he had before referred, and to 
an extract from that report he begged to call the ats 
tention of the Smate. Having read the extracto« 

Mr. WRIGHT suggested a modificstion of. the | 
amendment of the Senator from Missouri; his 
impression was that a majority of the creditors was 
safficient,and he hoped his friend would substitute a 
majority for two-thirds, on whose consent. the. cer- 
tificate should be granted. If he understood: the 
gueshon then before ihe Senate, it was. à vëry iii- 
portant one. The State Legislatures, by thé. Con- 
stitution, could not cancel the obligation of con- 
tracts, and the question presented to the Senate 
was, on what condition they would do it? Should 
it be- entirely without the “eoneurrence or ac- 
ticn of the creditors? And if so upon 
what principle would .they- proceed. Why 
was the appeal made to them now? If he une 
derstood it, it was that a man may have a great 
many creditors; and may compound with all but 


i 
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one; and that that one. might bə incorrigible. 
But were they prepared to go farther than to say 
that the deblor should be discharged, when he se- 


cured the good will of his creditors in number and- 


valu? If he could not procure the consent of a 
majority, equity would appear to be strong on the 
side of the creditors. He, however, only rose to 
suggest a modification of the amendment, which he 
wished the Senator from Mi sonri to adopt. 

Mr. BANTON accepted the modification. 

Mr. MERRICK was in favor of the exercise of 
the power which Congress possessed to pass an uni- 
form. bankrupt law, but there were now but about 
three weeks remaining of the session, and there- 
fore, whatever labor they might underiake in re- 
rerence to this bill, it would do no good, for the 
measure could not be matured. If the bill passed 
the Senate it could not pass the other branch of 
Congress, and therefore he looked upon the time 
which would be consumed in a discussion upon 
this bill as so much valuable time lost, to the ob- 
struction of other measures which might be ma- 
tured. and passed. He had, therefore, risen to 
move—and he did itin no spirit of hostility to the 
bankrapt bill; but to avoid an unnecessary, con- 
sumption of time-—that the whole subject be laid 
on the table. 

: Mr. NORVELL called for the ayes and noes 
thereon, 

Mr. WRIGHT suggested a change of the mo- 
tion to one of indefinite postponement. But if the 
Senator from Maryland persisted in hia motion, he 
should desire permission to say a few words in ex- 
planation of the vote he should give, and other 
Senators might desire the same privilege. 

Mr. MERRICK withdrew his motion, to meet 

the wishes of the Senator from New York. 
n Mr. WRIGHT then explained that he should 
vote for an indefinite postponement, because there 
was no reasonable hope that they could pasa 
bankrupt bill during the present session; there was 
not time to do so, for he knew that some days 
would be required before they coull come toa 
conclusion upon it in this body. When the bill 
was before them last year, he labored to make it 
as perfect as the Senate would consent that it 
should be, and his daty to himself would require 
that he should try again to make it still racre pert- 
fect; batat this period of the session he would pre- 
fer an indefinite postponement. 

Mr. WHITE, after afew words respecting the 


“near approach of the close of the session, and the 


paucity of business yet received from the other 
ranch of Congress, said he felt inclined to vote 
for the motion of the Senator fram Maryland, 
(Mr. Merricx] but he should prefer a postpone- 
ment to a day certain. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped the Senate would do one 
of two things; etther lay the bill on the table or go 
on with it on its merits. Taey were then wasting 
their time with a divcussion about what motion 
should be made. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucty:-hoped the Senate wonld 


go on with the bill, and discharge its duty to the 
country, without reference to the other branch of 
Congress. ` 

Mr. PRESTON did not think the bill could pass; 
jt should not pass by his vote, for he should go 
against it. There was now much anxiety in the 
country respecting this measure, and, if it were 
postponed indefinitely, that agitation would con- 
tinue. He was ready to vote against the bill; but, 
as several gentlemen were anxious to take the vote 
upon it, he hoped it would be such a vote as would 
quiet the matter with the public. 

Mr. BUCHANAN could not, as at present ad- 
vised, vote forthe bill. A few days ago he had 
said he was willing to give it a fair trial, and he 
was not prepared, at the present stage, to vote for 
laying it on the table; he could wait a day or two, 
but he bad not the most distant expectation that it 
would be passed. In the course of a day or two, 
he thought the friends of the bill would be satisfied 
it could not pass, and, thererore, he would suffer 
them. to go on. 

Mr. MERRICK said, as there appeared to be a 
diversity of opinion amongst Senziors, he would not 
persist.in bis motion. 


Mr. BAYARD expressed himself to be opposed | 
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to the bill, but he was not willing to vote to lay it 
on the table. i 

The question was then taken on Mr. BENTON’ 

_motion as modified on the suggesticn of Mr. 

Wricut, and vegatived by the following vote— 
ayes 18, noes 23. 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Fulton, Habbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Sev:er, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, and Wright— 
18 ` 


NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Bates, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Clay of Kenwucky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Dixon, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Knight, 
Mangum, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, 
Norvell, Porter, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, Smith of 
Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, 
White and Williams—23, 

Mr. HUBBARD then moved that the Dill be 
recommi'ted to the Committee onthe Judiciary, 
with ins:ructions to incorporate in it the follow- 
ing provision, viz: 

First, Proper and suitable provisions to em- 
brace all banks and all other trading incorporations 
in its prospective operation. 

Second. Proper and suitable provisions to give 
the creditors of every bankrupt an opportunity to 
choose the assignee of the estate, and only autho- 
rizing the judge to appoint, when the credilors 
omit to do so: 

Third Proper and suitable provisions to secure to 
every bankrupt, when the commission of bank- 
ruptcy issues upon the application of creditors, a 
right toapply to the judge in concurrence with a 
majority in number and iutereat of his creditors, to 
supersede the commission, and to give authority to 
the judge to grant the applicatien. 

Fourth. Proper and suitable provisions to au- 
thorize the judge, or cout, in bankrupicy, in case 
any bankrupt shail, pending the proceedings, offer 
a composition to his creditors which shall be ac- 
cepted by three-fourths in amount of them, to 
compel the acceptance of the composition by the 
remaining fourth in amount of the creditors, or ra- 
ther to accept it for them, and discharge him. 

Fifth. To strike out from the bill all provisions 
which secure preferences to any class of creditors 
in any one State, which are not equally preferred 
by the lawsof all the States, and all voluntary pre- 
ferences by the bankrupt in all cases. 

Sixth. Proper and suitable provisions to pun- 
ish, as felony, any intentional concealment, or 
withholding of any part of his assets from his as- 
signees by any bankrupt, or the conniving at any 
fictitious claims against his estate. 

Mr. WALKER thought the course of the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire a most extraordinary 
one. While professing he has no intention to de- 
lay action on this bill, he submits a motion, which, 
ifsuccessfu!, will most effectually produce that re- 
sult. Did not every Senator knnw that a recom- 
mitment of this bill must inevitably postpone the 

‘action of this body upon it until so late a period 
that will place it beyond the reach of the ac‘ion of 
the House? Why not propose these amend- 
ments separately, and have a vote taken upon 
them? In the present position of the ques- 
tion, the friends of some of the provisions 
proposed by the Senator from New Hampshire 
were embarrassed. He himself was in favor of 
the amendment proposing to include banks 
in the provisions of the bill. He had voted for it 
last session and he would again vote for it; but if 
the friends of the banks were in a majority on this 
floor, and refused to subject them to the operations 
of thislaw, he was not willing that his constitu- 
ents should be deprived of the benefits of the bill 
on that account. He should vote against re- 
poe as endangering the passage of the 

ill. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he had not made the mo- 
tion to delay the bill, but because after mature re- 
flection, he though the provisions he had submitted 
should be incorporated in any bill passed by Con- 
gress on the subject of bankreptcy, and he thought 
it was not possible there was a majority in that 
body who were opposed to the second of these prc- 
posed amendments—that of giving the creditors a 
voice in the selection of the assignee of the bank- 


rupt. He could have proposed these amendments 
separately, bat was of opinion that a recommittal 
of the bill was the shortest mode of accomplishing 
his purpose. | ; 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he was also 
opposed.to the recommitment of the bill’ as 
unnecessarily cclaying the action of the See 
nate uponit. He was in favor of some of the 
provisions proposed by the Senator from New 
Hampshire,’ but he. was most decidedly ‘opposed 
to that designated by the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi. He would never ‘consent that his 
State, or the institutions of his State, should be 
placed under a commission of bankruptey. He 
was opposed to the bill in its present shape, and 
would vote against it, bat was willing that its 
friends should have it in their power to make such 
amendments as might render it les objectionable to 
him and those who thought with him, ` 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he hoped the friends 
of the bill would vote, not talk. Heneed not remind 
them that to delay its passage by debate would as 
inevitably defeat it as if there wasan express vote 
of the Senate to that effect. i 

Mr. CALHOUN said he should vote for recom- 
mitment, but he was opposed to the proposition to 
include incorporations. He had spoken, and voted 
agaiastitat thelast session, and he held the same 
opinions now. : 

Mr. BENTON said he was in favor of recom- 
mitment, and in favor of including incorporations. 
He was in favor of it thirteen years since, when a 
bankrupt bill was under consideration in this body, 
and he had seen nothing since to induce him to 
change his opinion. He had then voted for it in com- 
pany with about a dozen other Senators. Among 
those who had voted in opposition to him was the 
present President of the Uniled States. That 
distinguished gentleman has since changed 
his opinion, The bank suspension of 1837, 
which was so readily followed by every bank in the 
Union, and its concomitant evils, had convinced 
him of the necessity of bringing these institutions 
under the operations of law. So late as October of 
last year, he had expressed his sentiments on this 
subject, in a letter, with a clearness and a candor 
characteristic of theman, He (Mr. Benton) would 
read this, as better than any thing he could say on 
the subject; and he.was sure it would be listened to 
by the Senate with more pleasure than any remarks 
of his own. Mr. Benrow then read an extract from 
the letter of President Van Buren, in the following 
words: : 

“Jt would constitute no objection with me if cor- 
porations wete, in a proper form, embraced by the 
provisions of such a bill. An attempt was made at 
the close of the discussions on the bankrupt bill of 
1827, in the Senate, to include banking corporations, 
by inserting after the word bankers, in the descrip- 
tion of the persons who were made subject to the 
provisions of the bill, the words “or any banking 
incorporation.” Assuming that the effect of this 
amendment, if it prevailed, would be to make the 
members of such corporations liable, in their indi- 
vidual capacities, to the penalties denounced by 
the law for acts, in respect to which their charters 
made them personally irresponsible, I opposed it as 
an unauthorized interference with State laws. I 
could not now approve a bill containing provisions 
liable to such an objection. ‘The disastrous state of 
things produced by the general suspension of specie 
payments by the banks in 1837,presented forconside- 
ration, in a form which could not with propriety be 
disregarded, the. question whether the power of Con- 
gress over the subject of bankruptey might not be 
brought to bear upon these institutions in a man- 
ner which would stear clear of that difficulty. Upon 
a careful examination of the subject, in all its bear- 
ings, I was induced to believe that this might be 
done in a form which, while it affcrded relief to the 
creditors of those institutions, and advanced the pub- 
lic interests, would be neither liable to the objection 
referred to, nor encroach in any other way upon the 
rights of the States or transcend the authority of the 
Federal Government. A provision'in a bankrupt 


all banks, after a specified delay in the payment of 


cause their affairs.to be wound up and their effects 
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to be applied to the payment of their debts, would, 
in, my judgment, be a measure of that character. 
Its object and effect would only be to compel them 
to discharge the. obligations they incurred, and the 
liabilities they were under according to the State 
laws, by giving to their creditors for this purpese a 
remedy which Congress alone can effectually con- 
fer. The contracts between individuals are also 
made under the sanction of the lawsof the Siates 
and regulated by them. Those having claims un- 
der these contracts may resort to the State courts to 
enforce them, as itis also competent for the credi- 
tors of banks to do. The object of a bankrupt law 
would be to furnish the creditor an additional 
remedy to compel debiors of one description, to do 
what, under the laws of the State, it is their duty 
todo. The proposed provision in regard to banks 
would proceed, although in a modified form, upon 
the same principle and to the same end,without de- 
priving the corporation or its members of any rights 
or immunities secured to them by the State laws. 
Entertaining these views, I brought the subject to 
the notice of Congress during the suspension of 
specie payments by the banks, in 1837. If they 
ate correct, it would seem difficult to conceive 
on what ground the exemption of the banks 
from the provisions of such a law could be sus- 
tained by those who insist on its application to 
other classes of our citizens. Equal and exact 
justice, the only proper basis. of legislation, re- 
quires that laws should extend to, and operate 
upon all who are fairly within the range of the 
same policy. Corporations, though artificial bodies, 
are composed of men, are managed by them, and, 
like private dealings, have for their main objects 
the personal advantage of the corporations. The 
principle which demands their exclusion from the 
operation of a bankrupt law on the ground of inex- 
pediency, claims for that portion of our citizens 
whose property is thus invested, privileges and ex- 
emptions denied to others. It proposes to secure to 
them as creditors all the advantages of such a law, 
without making them liable under it as debtors. Oa 
what principle, I ask, can so marked a preference 
to one portion of the people over the other be justi- 
fied? Punctuality on the part of incorporated 
banks to fulfil their engagements, is of more impor- 
tance to the community than that of any individual 
traders; and their failure in perfoming their duty is 
attended with much more injurious consequences. 
If, then, there be no good reason for the distinction 
on the ground of public interests, most assuredly 
there can be none on that of claims to favor. The 
privileges which the laws already give to those in- 
stitutions, and the limited liability of those who in- 
yest property in them, furnish, on the contrary, the 
strongest reasons against the exemption which is 
claimed in their behalf. 


«Whilst on every dollar so invested the stock- 
holder has a right to loan two, and sometimes three 
times the amount, and whilst he is shielded from 
all personal responsio in case of the failure of 
the bank to comply with its engagements, no por- 
tion of the property of any other class of the com- 
munity has such artificial value given to it by law 
nor is it protected, in like manner, from the hazards 
of business; but on the contrary, every dollar they 
possess is held subject to the claims of their credi- 
tors. These desirable privileges were granted under 
the expectations of advantages and facilities to the 
public to be derived from these iastitutions, not one 
of which can be realized if they fail to redeem their 
bills in specie when demanded. ‘Whatever may be 
thought of their usefulness under other circum- 
stances, all must admit that, if they cease to per- 
form this important function, they are the sources 
of great mischief. The reasons, therefore, for giv- 


ing to the bill bolders and. other creditors, whose . 


confidence has been in some measure obtained 
under a sort of legislative guarantee, full and 
prompt. remedies against them, in case-of failure to 
perferm their engagements, are stronger than in 
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eases of ordinary debtors. Should a bankruptlaw 
be passed which did not embrace corporations, hav- 
ing the right as creditors to avail themselves of. its 
advantages, individuals who failed in personally 
performing their contracts with them might, by 
their interference, be arrested in their business, and 
have their property at once transferred to assignees. 
More than this, they might be involved in acts of 
bankruptey by the failure of the banks themselves 
to fulfil their promises to them, or to others, on 
whose punctuality their own depended. The injus- 
tice of the distinction ia this view of the subject be- 
comes strikingly clear, and I am wholly at a loss 
to know on what ground it could be upheld. This 
is not a mere speculation upon remote impossible 
contingencies. Had there been a bankrupt law in 
existence for the last three or four years, thousands 
of our fellow-citizens would have been subjected to 
its provisions by reason of the delays any difficul- 
ties they experienced in realizing the demands due 
to them, resulting indirectly from the suspension of 
payments by the banks, whilst against the banks 
themselves they, and their debtors who held their 
notes or other obligations, would have been compa- 
ratively remediless. 

“The States have certainly not been sparing in 
bestowing upon these institutions special privileges, 
and it has not been heard, as matter of complaint, 
that they have been too vigorous in enforcing a 
strict compliance with the conditions on which the 
grants were made. It isnot easy to comprehend 
the extent to which this principle might be carried 
in exempting traders as well as bankers from re- 
sponsibility to this remedy for a non-performance 
of their engagements, and in enlarging the sphere 
of legislative privileges. The State Legislatures 
have been in the constant habit of incorporating 
manufacturing, and, in some forms, commercial 
companies also, each of whom become traders of 
the first class. If these companies, in addition 
to the particular advantages and personal im- 
munities secured to them, are also to have 
their effects exempted from liability under 
bankrupt laws, the efficacy and value of 
the constitutional provision on the subject of 
bankruptcy may be effectually superseded, whilst 
those who are not possessed of sufficient influence 
to become the participants of legislative favor, 
would remain subject to the utmost rigor of the 
laws that may be passed under it. While I would 
carefully abstain from interfering with the rights of 
these corporations, derived from State authority, I 
would not add to their privileges by exempting 
them altogether from the operation of a general 
bankrupt law, when such exemption would, in 
many cases, operate injariously upon individuals 
subject to its provisions. The corporations them- 
selves act, in my judgment, most unwisely, when 
thay insist upon an exempyion which could not fail 
to mark yet more distinctly the line of separation 
between their affairs and those of the community 
at large, and to give still greater prominence to the 
superior advantages they enjoy over the rest of 
their fellow-citizens.” 

Mr. Benton said he adopted these remarks as 
a part of bis argument on this subject, and on this 
occasion he should say but little in addition. As 
for the apprehension that the rights of the States 
would be affected by the adoption of such an 
amendment, he said it would be to the advantage 
of the States not to setup a claim to rights where 
they have none. They have no right to destroy 
the currency of the Constitution. They have no 
right to make any thing but gold and silver a legal 
tender in the payment of debts. They can neither 
do this themgelves, nor can they allow others to do 
so. Nor do they do this. No State gives any such 
power to these incorporations, but in many of the 
States it is provided in the charters granted by 
them that a refusal to meet their engagements on 
the part of the banks, works a forfeiture of their 
charters. And by aprovision bring ing banks under 
the operation of this law, we are co-operating with 


the States in their efforts to preserve a sound cur- 
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rency. As banks we have nothing to do. wi 
them, as bankrupts we seize them. -He:alluded: 
the great number of incorporations in :some of tl 
States. In Massachusetts there were upwards: 
a thousand, embracing every species of -busine 
of which the mind of man was capable. “The: 
companies comprised some ten, some twent 
some one hundred persons. Here is an immense pr 
portion of our population. which will be exem 
from the operations of this law, and what will! 
the result of this. condition of things? Why m 
will go into our Legislatures, and get. acts of inoc 
poration for every species of business, even f 
growing corn, ia order to shield themselves fro 
the operation of law. And is the Senate prepar 
to establish privileged classes in this country, to 
exempt from the operation of laws, and that cle 
whose means would enable them to spend mu 
of their time in attendance upon the Legislatur 
in furthering their interests? Are we to establi 
a privileged order in this country, as in Gre 
Britain, where a peer of the realm is r 
liable to arrest? . What have we seen of the 
banking incorporations within the last “fo 
years? We have seen two - suspensions, ¢ 
comprising all the banks of the- Union, a 
another embracing more than one-half the ban 
of the Union. We have seen them- holdi 
their Congresses, and debating whether they wot 
pay their debts or not, and whenever there wa: 
propositiou to pay there was a great deal of holdi 
back, but there was no difficulty at all in getti 
them to agree to a continuance of the suspensii 
Even at this moment we know that nearly all 
banks in the Western country have held a conv 
tion, and have separated without fixing upon ¿ 
time for a resumption of payment. The banks 
law would be the best means of correcting this e 
If when an insolvent institution failed to fulfilher 
gagements, affairs were taken out of the ha 
of her directors, and placed in commission for 
benefit of her creditors, her neighbors would ti 
care how they would follow her example. Susp 
sions ia this country would become a familiar o 
ration. We have had two, and we will have 
third whenever it suits the interests or the politi 
designs ef those concerned in these institutic 
He instanced the case of the Bank of the Un 
S:ates, two-thirds of whose stock was owned 
foreigners. This institution was above the re 
of law, and violated her obligations with impu: 


_ while she had her remedy against those indebte 


This foreign institution can crush 
finances either in peace or war, as it r 
suit the designs of har owners, The ba 
of this country have been strong enough 
unwise enough heretofore to defeat every e 
to infuse strength into the system; and what 
been the consequence? They were losing the « 
fidence of the country. There was scarcely on 
them whose stock was not below par, and som 
them at 50 per cent. depreciation. They were 
ting down in their tracks, and would do sot 
there was some measure adopted which would 
able the public to distinguish between the sol 
aud insolvent institutions. Mr. Benton conch 
by observing that he considered the adoption of 
motion to include incorporations, as a mea 
alike essential to the welfare of the public, and 
existence of the solvent bahks themselves. 
_ A motion was now made for adjournment; wh 
‘after some opposition, Avas carried, 

. And the Senate adjourned. 


' HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
k ay, February 4, 1841. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, 
itself into a Committee of 


her. 


: EASURY NOTE BILL. 

Mr. SHEPARD, being entitled to the floor 
pressed his great reluctance to take part in th 
cussion; but as doctrines had been advanei 


146 


dangerous tendency, he felt constrained to express 
his opinions on the various topics which had been 
discuzsed. 


““Mr.-8, then entered into a review of the tariff. 


question, showing the advantages which the manu- 
facturing ‘interests of the North derived from the 
existing law io relation to importations, while the 
planting States paid a heavy tax on the arucles 
which they received in exchange for their staple 
commodities. He endeavored to demonstrate that 
the.mavufacturing interest was the favorite child 
of the Government, and had the superior advan- 
‘tage of the home as well as of the foreign market 
He.also-contended that the restrictive principle was 
the malaria: of commerce, and, when taken off, 
everything flourished. 

After some remarks in relation to. the tobacco 
interest of this country, Mr. S. proceeded to notice 
the proposed scheme. fur a distribution of the pio- 
ceeds of the public lands. 

-It had been avowed by persons in antMority that 
the.deficiency inthe revenue arising from the dis- 
tribution, was to be supplied bya tax on wines 


and silks. ‘This was to prepare the way fer a dis- 
tribution, But the public lands were the common 


property cf the whole people, and if the public 
lands could be divided, then any other propery 
belonging to the General Government misht also 
be divided. The General Government was ap- 
poinied for national purpeses, and when Congress 
bad power to dispose of the publie lands, it was 
for national and not for local parposes. 

„Mr. S. then proceeded to show the inconvis'eney 
ofthe supporters of the distribution scheme. He 
referred to Pennsylvania as an instance of itsef- 
fects. That Slate would receive, as her share of 
the public lands, about three hundred thousand 
dollars.: But, on the other hand, Pennsyivania 
would be taxed to the amount of three hunsred 
thousand dollars. What would be gained then? 
It.would be: giving with one hand, and taking 
back: with the other. But, said Mr. S. here comes 
the grand argument that the rich will be taxed, 
and not the poor, Weil, let that be admitted; but 
why not let Pennsylvania tax the rich herself? She 
could do it much more effectually than we, and at 
much less expense. No advantage could be 
gained then by this giving away and taking back 
system. Besides, it would convert the General 
Government into a tax gatherer for the Svates, and 
would tend to the ultimate destruction of its pow- 
ers. This would rot be all, for whom the system 
of giving away should be once commenced, there 
would be no knowing when it wouldend. The 
great contest of parties in Congress would then 
be, which should give away most to the people. 
It would not stop here, for the next step would be 


10 give away the money ont ofthe State Treasu-. 


ries. 

Bat was this the time for giving away? [Let any 
tan: Jook at the advancing steps over the world of 
our rival, Great Britain, and then Jet him answer 
the question.. Look at that power, not satisfied 
with Asia, but gelling possession of, or controlling, 
one of the richest empires of the world. And how 
was she doing this? Why, by her immense navy. 
Yet, in the face of all this, a proposition was made 
to give away our public Jand:; to dissipate our 
strength for the mere purpose of carrying out the 
patty objects cf party. Although he did not appre- 
hend. an immediate war, yet the day when 
we might be precipitated into hostilities with that 
great power no man could tell. Economist as he 
was, therefore, he would earnestly urge the condi- 
tion of our navy on the atiention of Congress. For 
he was convinced that if our navy remained as it 

Was, we could not long remain as a great nation. 

The remarks of Mr. S. will be given in extenso 
hereafter. 

Mr. JAMES GARLAND then gave his views 
on the various topics which had been introduced in- 
to the debate... As for the bill itself, he thought he 
should, allhougt reluctantly, vote in its favor. 

After speaking atsome length in relation to the 
tariff question, Mr.'G. expressed hisdisapprcbation 
of’ these petty strugglea of party, when the signs cf 
the times showed that there was an. absolute neces- 
sity fora concentration ofall our strength, He 
here alluded to the daring ambition of Great Bri- 
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tain, and the precautions necessary to. be observed 
by us to prevent aggression from so formidable a 
rival. He saw the danger in the distance, and, for 
one, raised his voice in favor of preparation. 

Mr. ADAMS then obtained the flor, and ex- 
pressed his intention to- vote for the bill. lt was 
not for him, at that time, to discuss the means by 
which the Treasury had been brought into its pre- 
sent condition; but, asthe deficiency did exist, he 
was willing to supply it, not from any pariy consi- 
derations, but because he held it right that the Go- 
verament should have means to pay its deb’s. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to argue that the means 
of repaying these Treasury notes, with interest 
thereon, ought to have been provided for by the 
bill. This, however, had always been omitted; 
and when Treasury notes were asked for, the 
means of repaying them had always been neglect- 
ed. It bad been putoff from time to time, and it 
was against that omission he now rais<d bis voice. 
He would never, so far as he wase rned, issue 
notes in any form, whether shinplast honds, or 
otherwise, without providing means of payisg 
them. He would never issue a single dollar 
without providing means for paying that doilar. 
As regarded the mode cf relieving the Treasury at 
the present time, be would net say bui thal, in 
case they had the majority in both Efouses, he 
would not have preferred a reguiar loan. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to condem the course pur- 
sned by some members in diseussing the measures 
of the coming Administration beforehand, when it 
could not possibly be known what course General 
Harrison would think proper to pursue. Gentlemen 
had been discussing the sobject of an extra 
session, a National Bank, the pubtie Jasds, and oher 
measures, when they did not keow the opinion of 
the President elect. What, he world ask, was ihe 
use of debating on the propriety of calhng an ex- 
tra session, when they could not tell whether Gen. 
Harrison would thiak prepr to call one or 
no:? The President wss authorized to convene 
Covgress, when he should deem it expedjieot. 
Itali depended upon his opinion; therefore what 
manner of good could result from a discussion at 
this time, on such a measure, when they had no 
means of knowing what the views of the President 
would be? Bat the House had been doing what 
was done in private life: they had been settliig the 
affairs of the nation; they had been talking about 
the next Administration, the new cabinet, and so on; 
in fact, they had all been cabine: makers. ‘That 
being the case, however, he was rather surprised 
that cabinet makers should have shown go liitle 
mercy to the manufacturers of the North. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to notice a newspaper ru- 
mor to the effect that Mr. Wise was to be the lead- 
er of the Whig party in the House under the new 
Administration. 

This drew out Mr, WISH in repeated explan 
tions, and the debate merged into cf an anplea- 
sant character, involving the merilis of the anti- 
duelling law, ete. 

Mr. WISE replied at some length to the remarks 
of Mr. Avams, so far as they concerned him per- 
sonally. : 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON then obtained the 
floor, and pending his remarks the commiitee 
rase, 

Oa motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

‘The House adjourned, 


“> 


Norg.—Ia the remarks of Mr. Germs on the to- 
bacco question, be is repre-eated as urging the ne- 
cessity of the proiecuon of that interest, He advo- 
cated the propriety of continuing our negotiations, 
and endeavored to demonstrate the absurdity and 
evil consequences of atiempiing to protect that in- 
terest by countervailing duties. 


IN SENATE, 
Frrpay, February 5, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT subsitied a report 
from the Secretary of War, containing the ac- 
counts of disbursements among ihe indians for the 
year ending 30ih September, 1340; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary ef War, trans- 
miiting additional reports in reference to the con- 


struetion of the Potomac aqueduct; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented memorials from citi- 
zens of Wayne, Ottawe, and Oakland counties, of 
the Siate of Michigan, praying the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; which were laid on the 
table. , 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Wiskons:n, relative io harbors; whic 
was referred io the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition of citizens of 
Illinois and Towa, praying the establishment of a 
mail route; whieh was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Reads, 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a Jetter from the Board 
of Commissioners of Pilots of the city of New 
York, transmitting a copy of the laws of New 
York on the subject cf pilots; which was laid on 
ihe iable, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Wiskon*an, in favor of a railroad 
from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi river. 

Also, a memorial of ihe same body, relative to 
2 survey of the public lands north of the Wiskon- 
san river. 

Also, a memorial from the same body, relative 
to the improvement of certain rivers in Wiskonsan 
Territory. 

Tre memorials were severally ordered to be 
printed, and appropriatcly referred. ` 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial of the Legisla- 
tars of Missouri, asking that a portion of swamp 
jands, which have been returned as not worth the 
expense of survey, may be transferred to the State; 
whien was ordered be printed and referred to the 
Committee on tbe Pabtic Lands. 

Also, memoriaicf the same body relative to 
the sale of fractional seciion-; whieh was referred 
to the Committee on the Pahlic Lands. 

Mr. L. also presented the petition of Richard 
Philips; and 

The memorial of the heirs of Joseph Decille, se- 
veyally praying the confirmation of titles to tracts 
of land; which were referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WHITE, in pursnance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to au- 
thorize John E. Metcalie and others to locate cer- 
tain pre-emption claims fo Jands in the Sate of In- 
diana; which w:s read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, 

Mr. HUBBARD, from ihe Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of Isaac Gar- 
rason, asked to be discharged from its farther con- 
sideration. Me. H. said it was not intended by 
this motion to prejudice the claim hereafter, but 
merely because there was an insufficiency of evi- 
dence at present to avihorize the committee to bring 
in abill. The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Commites on Naval Affairs 
be directed to inquire into the expedisney of caus- 
ing to be built a steam frigate under the so'e diree- 
lion of the Americnna naval constructor, Foster 
Rhodes 

Mr. W. also submitted the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, Tintihe Presideat of the United States 
be reqnesied tc communicate to the Senate, if not 
deemed incompatible with the publie interest, the 
correspondence, if any, between the Sate Depsrt. 
meat and the representatives of any foreign Go- 
vernment relative to ibe negroes taken on board the 
L’Amisiad, which hes cecuried since that trans- 
mitted with bis message of the 21s: March, 1840, 

Mr. WALL submitted the fullowing resolution, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to furnish a copy ef the reports made on 
Colts improved repeating fire arms ia October and 
December, 1849, by a Foard of navy officers ap- 
pointed for their examination, 

Also, That the Secreiary of War be directed to 
furnish a evpy of the report made in Jaly, 1840, 
by aboard of army eficers, on the repeating fire 
arms manufactured by Mighill Nutting. 

BILLS PASSED. 
The biil for the relief of Reynell Coates an 
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Walter R. Johnson, was read a third time and` 


passed. 

The bill-for the relief of Joseph Paxson was taken 
up on its third reading, - 

And after a debate, in which Messrs. YOUNG, 
KING, and CALHOUN participated, it was read 
a third time and passed. 

Mr. MERRICK then moved that the Senate 
would postpone the orders of the day, and take up 
the joint resolution directing the transfer to the 
State of Maryland of the stock in the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal, standing in the name of the United 
States, upon certain conditions. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped the Senator would not press 
the consideration of this resolution at the present 
time. This devoting the morning hour to favorite 
measures to the exclusion of private claims, over- 
riding’all the bills on the calendar, was a prac- 
tice to which he was not willing to submit. 

Some time was consumed in repeatedly taking 
the question in order to ascertain the sense of the 
Senate, when it was finally determined in favor of 
taking up the joint resolution. 

So the resolution was taken up and considered 
as in committee of the whole; and, after a discus- 
sion, in which Messrs. MERRICK, CLAYTON, 
HUBBARD, WRIGHT, YOUNG, TAP?AN, 
SEVIER, PHELPS, HUNTINGTON, BAY- 
ARD, BUCHANAN, KNIGHT, and CLAY of 
Kentucky, participated, it was amended so es to 
make the consent of the cities of the District neces- 
sary to the tranefer of their respective portions of 
the stock, and was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned until Mon- 
day next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, February 5, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. LINCOLN submitted the following pream- 
ble and resolution: 

Whereas the bill of this House, (No. 598,) en- 
titled “An act to authorize the issuing of Treasury 
notes,” was taken up in the Committee cf the 
Whole House on the state of the Union on the 18th 
day of January last, and has been under discussion 
to this ime; and whereas much of the indispensa- 
ble public business is yet to be acted on; there- 
fore 

Resolved, That after three o’cleck to-day; ihe de- 
bate on this bill shall cease, and the committee shall 
proceed io vote on the various amendments sub- 
mitted, and to be submitted, and then report the 
bill, with the am:ndments agreed to by the com- 
mittee, to the House. 

Objection being made to the reeeption of the reso- 
lution, > 

Mr. LINCOLN moved a suspension of the rules, 
and thereupon called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 112, nays 26, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, John W. Alien, 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Black- 
well, Brewster, Briggs, Aaroa V. Brown, Sampson 
H. Butler, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, 
Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Chian, Clark, 
Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Cranston, Crockett, Edward Davies, John 
Davis, Deberry, Dickerson, Doane, Earl, Hast- 
man, Ely, Fine, Fisker, Galbraith, Giddings, Goede, 
Grinnell, Hand, William 8. Hastings, John Hast- 
ings, Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Holt, Hopkins, 
Jackson, James, Jameson, Char'es Johnston, Jos. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Jonn W. Jones, Kemble, 
Kempshall, Kille, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McCiure, Meredith 
Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, Miller, Mit- 
chell, Montanya, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Morrow, Parmenter,Petrikin, Prof- 
fit, Randall, Rariden, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rives, Ed- 
ward Rogers, Russell, Saltonsiall, Samuels, Ser- 
geant, Simonton, John Smith, Taomas Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Sirong, Stuart, Swearin- 
gen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Toland, Tarney, Vroom, Peter J. 
Wagener, Weller, Edward D. White, Jared W., 
Williams, Henry Williams, and -Christopher H. 
Williams—115. 


NAYS—Messrs. Boardman, Calhoun, Chitten- 
den, James Cooper, Crabb; Garrett Davis, Daw- 
son, Dennis, Deilet, Dromgoole, Everett, Gentry, 
Goggin, Granger, Green, Grifin, Hall, Honi, 
Jenifer, Francis Mallory, Monroe, Peck, Pickens, 
Rayner, Triplett, Warren, John White, and Lewis 
Williams—29. i 

So the rules were suspended, 

At the request of several gentlemen, 

Mr. LINCOLN modified his resolution, so as to 
extend the time to seven o’clock, and called for the 
previous question, which was seconded. 

The question now being on the main question, 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays, 
but they were not ordered. k 

The question was then taken on the resolttion, 
and decided in the affirmative. A 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. $ 


On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 


House resolved itself into a Committee of thé 
Whole on the Union, (Mr. Casey in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill authoriz- 
ing the issue of Treasury notes, the question being 
on the motion of Br. Barnard to strike out the 


j enacting clause. 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON beiag entitled to the 
floor, resumed his remarks from yesterday. He 
said he had, from the commencement, been op- 
posed to the entire debate, because he thought he 
saw, from the beginning, that no good could arise. 
He contended that it was the design of the present 
party in power to throw the responsibility of every 
important measure on the coming’ Administration. 
It was his firm conviction that the present party in 
power had no intention of aciing definitely upon 
any great question of the day. 

Atter some further remarks, Mr. J. said he did 
not feel disposed to go into a debate on the merits 
of the bill before the committee, for the reason that 


| he had previously given his views against the sys- 


tem of Treasury notes. He had gone against it 
because he viewed the whole as clearly unconstitu- 
tional; and more especially as the Constitution 
pointed distinctly to other modes of meeting the exi- 
gencies of Government. 

Mr. J. then proceeded briefly to notice the pro- 
position of Mr, Barwarp, in relation toa tarif 
on wines, silks, ete. He considered it as wise po- 
licy, and were he assured that the House was in 
a proper spirit to hear an argument on that sub- 
ject, he would deem it hiv duty to make one. As 
a matter of justice to the gentlenan from New 
York, he (Mr. J.) would say, ikat the impression 
of some Southern gentlemen thatthe proposition 
had been prepared in the dark, was erroneous, 
He wouid stale that the proposition was made on 
the responsibility of the gentleman [Mr. Barnard] 
alone, without any secret preparation on the part 
of his Northern friends. 

Mr. J. then proceeded to give his views in rela- 
tion to various matters, which bad been incidental- 
ly introduced into the debate. 

During the remarks of Rir. J. several members 
rose in explanation of what they had said in rela- 
tion to the compromise act, etc. 

Mr. CUSHING referred to what he had said on 
Saturday last in explanation of the views of his 
State on the subject of a protective tariff, ete. 

Mr. LINCOLN said: That explanation of the 
gentleman may do for his own constituents, but I 
wish it to be distinctly understood that it does not 
apply to mine. 

Mr. RAYNER followed, and observed that his 
only apology for entering into the debate was, that 
he seldom occupied the time of the House; for he 
considered silence a great virtue. 

fr, R. then proceeded to say that he should vote 
against the issue of Treasury notes, but in favor of 
the proposition of Mr. Barnarp to lay a tariff on 
wines, silks, é&c. and also in faver of the proposi- 
tion fora loan. He viewed the Treasury note sys- 
tem as a means only of protracting the day of pay- 
ment, and, at some length, went on to show the su- 
perior advantages which, in his opinion, would be 
derived from a direct joan. 

He then argued that the deficit in the Treasury 
was a permanent, and not a mere temporary one; 
and, if Congress made all the appropriations which 


| were absolutely necessary for the support of Go- 


eeraa ee, 
vernment, that deficit would- not be less than ten - 
millions. : choke 
Mr. R. then proceeded ‘to criticise the report of - 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and to contend: that ` 
the latter had proved himself more of a knave than? 
a fool. He contended that. the report was deceit: 
ful, and merely got up just as the Secretary: was” 
‘going out of office, to make a show of économy.! =: 

Mr. R. next adverted to the subject of an-extya | 
session, the Florida war, the pension list, the coi! 
promise act, the tobacco interest, ete. CA of kia 

He next argued in favor of an increase of out“ 
naval force, the building of steam ships, ete, so ` 
that we might be prepared for-any aggression from 

“Great Britaia. But in order to do that we must 
| have money, and to raise money it would bè ne- 
cessary to adopt the proposition of Mr. BARNARD. 

Mr. R. then proceeded to give his views infa- 
vor of a distribution of the proceeds of -the public 
lands. In the course of his remarks. on this head, 
he expressed his astonishment at the course taken 
by Mr. Wiss in oppesing the distribution” system 
as an absurdity. He (Mr. R.) had always always 
considered that the principle of a distribution was 
one of the cardinal points of Whig doctrine. 

Alluding to the arguments of Mr. Wise against 
an extra session, Mr. R., desired to know if that 
gentleman was willing to permit the Sub Treasury 
law to remain in operation until the next. regular 
session. He was surprised. at the expressions of 
that gentleman against the calling of an extra sès- 
sion. But should an extra session be called, the gen 
tleman might be assured that his [Mr. 'W’s } speech 
would be taken as a text book for every Loco Foca 
in the House. The gentleman had: said’ that’ an 
extra session would be imprudent under the present 
state of excitement of the public mind. He (Mr. 
R.) was sorry the gigantic mindof the gentleman 
had come to that eoncleasion. 

Mr. REYNOLDS assured the committee thatthe 
distance between two ends of his rod on this sub- 
ject would ke very short indeed. Yes, they might 
be assured that his song on this bill would be very 
short indeed. He hoped his humble self would be 
permitted, however, to say a few words in dissent 
from the remarks of his friend who. had just sat 
down. 

Mr. R. after some humorous observations in re- 
ply to Mr. RAYNER, in respect to the Florida war 
and the late New Jersey contested election case, al- 
luded to the proscription which, it was said, would 
distinguish the coming Administration, and maiti- 

i tained that it was right; for, said he, if my friend 
was about torstablish a Catholic church, would be 
put a Presbyterian or a Mormon at the head of it? 
Certainly not. ` 

Asto Trearury notes, Mr. R. said be would 
rather vote for ten millions than for five; but as the 
chairman of the Commiitee of Ways and Means— 
divested of all party spirit—had come to the con: 
clusion that the amount provided fer by the bill 
would be sufficient, he would vote for it, although, 
as he had sa‘d, he would prefer voting tor a larger 
sum. Mr. R. said gentlemen seemed to think it a 
dishonor net to bave an oyerflewing Treasury, 
but he would always prefer a depletion to a sur- 
ples. It was no dishonor to have a weak Treasu- 
ry and a strong and powerful people. ‘The money 
was in the people’s pockets, and with it they were 
exerting their industrial energies; and it was far bet- 
ter for them to have the money than pile it up in 
the Treasury. As to the State of Ilinois, she 
had this year produced immense. crops of wheat 
and corn, and such bad been the case all over the 
West. The country, he said, wasdoing better than 
it had heretofore done. We heard, it is: true, a 
great cry for relief, but it came from those who 
would ‘not work; from: those who sit be- 
fore store doors on boxes, and, when it is hot 
weather, move into the shade, and in coid weather 
bask in the sunshine. These were the men 
who were continualiy eryiog out for “charge!” 

And are we (said Mr. R.) to be terrified with a 
few Treasury notes? No, sir! Our honor and cha- 
racter are pledged for their redemption; and they may 
be redeemed sooner, perhaps, than the holders 
wish. In our county, our pre-emption men and 
squatters, as they are here called, seek with great 
| avidity after them; they are as good as gold dast, 
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Then we cannot hesitate to issue Treasury notes. 


Mr. R. then entered into a defence of Levi 


Woodbury, from the charges that had been 
made against him as to. his course during 
the suspension of 1837, insisting that- because he 
obeyed his oath to support the laws of the land, he 
was condemned for doing what he'could not avoid. 
Mr. R. also referred to the allusion of his friend 
from New York, [Mr. Barnarn,] as to the report of 
the Seeretary of the Treasury: being characterized 


` -by fraud, and said that the country would justify 


the report, as it showed wherein our prosperity con- 
sisted, viz: in the exportations of the country, and 
the energies of the people. : 

Mr... remarked that a great deal had been said 
about public Jands; and he thought it his duty to 
say that he would do his utmost to get through the 
House the pre-emption bill, just passed by the Se- 
nate. If it was a subject of which the people knew 
Nothing, he would have no objection to a debate 
upon it; but as it had been up for forty years, he 
did not. consider discussion necessary. Demo- 
crats, he knew, would vote for it like a book. 
For himself, he went for the log cabin men, be- 
cause they gofer the countty both in war and in 
peace. Let it be understoad (said Mr. R.) that it 
is for the honest poor man we legislate, and if I 
were to indulge in legislation for the rich especial- 
ly, I would not dare go home to my constituents. 
Notwithstanding all that had been ‘said upon the 
subject, the object of Government isa revenue from 
the public lands, and we needed it more now than 
at any other time. The pre-emption system, in his 
opinion, was the most reasonable course ever pur- 
sued; the man who put his family on the land, and 
cultivated, it, ought to be preferred—because, by 
so doing, he comes nearer an actual settler than by 
any other mode, Asa widow, even, could settle on 
the public land, let her do it as a pre-emption 
lady. She might get ahusband, and become a 
married lady by doing so. There had also been a 
talk that aliens ought not to purchase the land, 
Now in our country (said Mr. R) we go 
on a more liberal system than people do in 
any part of the world. Aliens settle on the land, 
and by our laws can transmit itto their children. 
Aliens, too, voted at the elections in Illinois, Un- 
der the Constitution of the United States, and the 
Constitution of Ilinois, they had a right to vote. 
In that State such had been the practice for twenty 
years past. The Constitution of [llinois provided 
that in all elections, male white inhabitants above 
the age of twenty-one years, who had resided six 
months fin the State, were qualified electors. The 
Constitution of the United States had these remar- 
kable words: ‘The House of Representatives 
shall be composed of members chosen every se- 
cond year by the prope of theseveral States, and 
the electors in each State shall have the qualifica- 
tions requisite for electors of the most numerous branch 
of the State Legislature.” 

Mr. R. after some explanation as to the intention 
of the framers of the Constitution of the United 
States in respect to this passage, concluded by say- 
ing that there was no power in the General Govern- 
ment which said that a State shall not regulate its 
own Government. 

Mr. STEENROD said that he was desirous 
of addressing the House on the various topies which 
had been introduced into this discussion; but as his 
colleague [Mr. Mattory] had recently taken his 
seat, and had evinced a disposition to address the 
commitiee, he would, with. pleasure, yield the floor 
to him, as the limited time now remaining, before 
the bill would be taken out of commitiee, would 
at eat them both to occupy the floor. 

. MALLORY, after some brief remarks by 
way of apology for obtruding himself upon the 
eommittee at that Jate hour, observed that his main 
object. in rising was to notice the remarks of the 
gentlemen from North Carolina avd Maryland 
{Messrs. Rayner and Jenirer] in relation to the 
course pursued by his honorable colleague from 
Virginia, [Mr. Wise.] 

The gentleman from Maryland, in his speech a 
few days ago, had said that the remarks of the gen- 
Ueman from Virginia [Mr, Wise] were none of 


them in unison with the doctrines of his Whig 
friends. ` ; l 
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Now, observed Mr. M. I do notintend to be read 


out of school by the gentleman from Maryland; 


but I take this cecasion to say that, with one ex- 
ception, I fully approve, endo se, and intend widely 
to circulate, the speech of my honorable colleague, 
(Mr. Wise] ; 

Yes, said Mr. M. the gronnd on which my hono- 
rab'e colleague has placed himself is the ground on 
which we Harrison men, in Virginia, intend to 
rally. When I entered the Harrison party I did 
not intend to compromise my principles; and I 
will further say, that if those principles on which 
Land my honorable colleague [Mr. Wise] have 
taken our stand, are not to be the principles of the 
administration of General Harrison, then I say 
that we and the people of Virginia have been gross- 
ly deceived. 

The doctrines laid down in the speech of my ho- 
nerable. colleague are doctrines which I will main- 
tain, and by which I will stand or fall. 

But the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Rayner] has said that the remarks of my callezgue 
are “ominous,” etc. Now I ask that gentleman to 
say what are the principles avowed by my col- 
league in his speech which he has not always avow- 
ed? I beg to assure the gentleman that the pirinci- 
ples of my colleague are the principles of the 
Whigs of Virginia, if they are not the principles of 
the Whigs in North Carolina. 

But what, said Mr. M. has my colleague ad- 
vanced that is contrary to the principles of the 
coming Administration? 

Is a National Bank to be one of the leading 
measures of the coming Administration? And did 
not General Harrison say that he would not resort 


toa National Bank if it were not absolutely neces-. 


sary? My colleagne said the same thing. 

Is it the tariff question to which the gentleman 
alludes? Well, I understood General Harrison to 
avow that he was in favor of standing by the com- 
promise; and *my colieague ssid the same thing. 
Also, in regard to internal improvement, he took 
the same ground, 

I will repeat, therefore, said Mr. M. that if the 
principles avowed by my colieague are not to be 
the principles of the approaching administration of 
General Harrison, then we are ourselves greatly de- 
ceived, and we have deceived others. 

Bat the gentleman from North Carolina said he 
was pained and surprised at the course of my col- 
eague in his remarks on the measures.of the com- 
ing Administration; also that he thought my col- 
league might have waited atleast until General 
Harrison should have arrived in this city. Now, 
said Mr. M. why did not other gentlemen, who 
spoke before him, adopt the same plan? I will un- 
dertake to say that my colleague would have waited 
until the arrival of General Harrison, if other 
gent'emen had thought proper todo the same. But 
such had not been the case. Other gentlemen had 
given their views without reserve, and he and his 
colleague were not going to permit public opinion 
to be pre-judged, even if the indications did come 
from a high quarter. 

Mr. M. then proceeded to notice the subject of 
an extra session. The brief time remaining for 
him to speak would not allow him -to ester into a 
regular argument, but he would fire a few shots at 
random. For his part, he was opposed to a called 
session. He was opposed ta it on the “jet alone” 
principle. It wowd be extremely injudicious and 
unwise in the present state of public feeling to 
think of such a measure. The body politie was 
sick, buthe did noi believe itlabored under any seri- 
ous organic disease. It was sick, however, and it 
wanted rest in order to recover from its recent fe- 
ver and excitement, In its present feverish siate it 
would be extremely imprudent to add additional 
excitement. The proper way fer its recovery toa 
proper and healthy tone, would be to svoid all 
stimulation. Let it be left alone fora while, and 
it would restore itself. He believed the elements 
of prosperity were still to be found in the country, 
and if allowed time, would soon settle down into 
order. But for his part he was unwilling to reagi- 
tate them so soon by a called session. He was un- 
willing to pass through another summer of politi- 
cal turmoil. They wanied rest, and if they ex- 
pectedto do wel), they mast haye it. 
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How could the advocates of a called session ex- 
pect that General Harrison, immediately on coming 
into power, should, without proper time for ex- 
amination and reflection, precipitate himself into 
great measures. No: the proper plan would be to 
allow General Harrison time to look around him, 
and to examine into the true state ef affairs before . 
he acted. Above all, he (Mr. M.) was against 
placing General Harrison in a condition where he 
would be compelled to commit himself to tue scheme 
of any man. 

But he (Mr. M.) would call the attention of the 
committee to one striking inconsistency. The gen- 
tleman from North Carolina had been speaking 
earnestly about economy, but the first step he had 
advocated was a cailed session, which would take 
three or four hundred thousand dollars from the 
public Treasury ! 

He Mr. M. did not believe a ealled session was - 
necessary. He believed that when General Harri- 
son came into power he would act on the plan of 
reform and retrenchment. And if gentlemen. who 
had, for the last two or three years been talking 
about reform and retrenchment, would now act 
upon that system themselves, there would be no 
necessity for incurring the expense of a called ses- 
sion. 

But much had been said about the deficiency in 
the Treasury at this time. Several gentlemen had 
given their ideas on the subject, but from the differ- 
ent results to which they arrive, it was obvious 
that none of them could tell what the real deficiency _ 
was. For instance, one gentleman had set it down 
at seven millions, while another had come to the 
conclusion that it was forty millions. Now, here 
was a differeace betweentwo gentleman only, of 
thirty-three millions. 

It was, therefore, evident that the real deficiency 
in the Treasury could not be now ascertained. Of 
whatearthly use could it be, then, to have a called 
session for the purpose of raising a loan, when it 
could not be known what amount they would re- 
quire. How was it possible that in the short period 
elapsing between the time General Harrison came 
into power, and the expected session, that the real 
condition of the matier could be examined, so as to 
ascertain what would be necessary? 

In the present state of affairs, he was opposed to 
a loan, for he believed that, should one be autho- 
rized, it would remain a permanent debt upon the 
Government for years to come. He was in favor 
of the present bill, although at the last Congress he 
had voted against the issue of Treasury notes. At f 
the last Congress, when they were asked, he was 
against them, because he believed they were in- 
tended for a circulation. But now, when the pre- 
sent Administration was going out of power, he 
would vote for them as a temporary expedient, and 
as a temporary expedient alone, 

He (Mr. M.) was opposed to a called session for 
any purpose whatever, either for raising revenue, 
or aay thing else, H- believed a called session 
would inevitably precipitate them into the great 
questions of a National Bank, the tariff, and other 
matters. Now he was averse to this. He wished 
the people of this country to have proper time for 
reflection, before they acted on so important a 
question as a revision of the tariff. ` 

I would advise you, said Mr. M. instead of Joan- 
ing the banks money, by laying taxes on the peo- 
ple, to study retrenchment and reform. I would 
say to General Harrison, study this book, (the Blue 
Book.) { would advise him to study the speeches 
ofthe gentlemen from Ohio, (Bond?s,) Pennsyl- 


| vania,(Ogle’s)and Vermont, which inculcate reform. 


But gentlemen had now nothing to say about 
retrenchment and reform. The cry was now “imo- 
ney !” “money!” “money!” Yes gentlemen must 
have “money,” and to get meney, they must raise 
the taxes. 

So, from present indications, notwithstanding all 
the past ery of retrenchment and reform, it was 
evident that nothing was to be saved by the change. 
All they had gained, it appeared by the turn of the 
political wheel, was to put out one set of charla- 
tans, and put in another ser, 

Mr. M. then proceeded to say that if the success 
of North Carolina was to be used as an argument 


for consolidation, much ashe mourned over his 


es 
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good old State of Virginia, he would prefer the 
good old mother with all her faults. 

The gentleman, said Mr. M. has talked about 
the “abstractions” of my colleague. But I will 
tell that gentleman, that if it be an abstraction to 
oppese a high tariff—if it be an abstraction to op- 
pose a distribution of the public lands, when in the 
very language of the gentleman, the Treasury is 
empty, then I tell the gentleman that I also am an 
abstractionist. 

Bat, continued Mr. M. I wish the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Jenirrr] to understand, that I do 
not intend to be read out of church by him notwith- 
standing. I labored as ardently in the cause of 
General Harrison as that gentleman did, and I in- 
tend to support the adminisiration of General Har- 
rison as far as Į can. Butif-that Administration 
shall not square with the promises and pledges 
which I conceive it has given to the country, why 
then I cannot go with that Administration. But I 
will also say, that if the coming Administration 
should even pursue a course contrary to my ex- 
pectations, I shall not regret that I have lent my 
aid in the elevation of General Harrison. For if 
his election accomplish nothing else, it has had the 


effect of breaking down party trammels with usin. 


the South; and henceforward, we shall be able to 
meet, not on men, but on great principles. 

He, Mr. M. could net but admire the 
eulogium which the gentleman [Mr. Rayner] 
had passed upon tke gentleman from South 
Carolina. He had, however, talked a good 
deal about star gazing, and about people shaking 
their heads against a lamp post. But he, Mr. M. 
would tell the genileman, that there were more 
times for star gazing than one. He would ask the 
gentleman not to look too much to the bright hori- 
zon before him, and in looking at the wants of the 
President elect, not toforget “home.” Let him look 
at the storm ahead; the storm which would certain- 
ly grow out of this discussion at home. And when 
that storm should burst upon them, it would sweep 
away from the ocean many a gallant bark that 
now sailed proudly before the breeze. 

Mr. M. then proceeded to say that he had no 
fears for the coming Administration of General 
Harrison. He believed that great man would 
draw around him persons of talent, who would aid 
him in ascertaining the true state of tbe country, 
and men who would be able to make a true expo- 
sition of its affairs. He had not the least doubt, 
neither, but that General Harrison would have 
ample means to carry on the Government, if he 
should, as he, Mr. M. had no doubt, carry on a 
system of retrenchment and reform. A great sav- 
ing could beeffected by a different administration 
of the various departments. In the collection of 
the revenue alone, he believed that from five to 
eight hundred thousand dollars a year might be 


saved by a proper administration of the Treasury ` 


Department. 

Also in the administration of the War Depart- 
ment he believed almost enough could be saved to 
pay t he expenses of the Fiorida war. 

Do. wn with your internal improvement, said Mr. 
M.— down with your distribution, (for I think the 
President elect isnot in favor ef carrying on internal 
improvement at the expense of the General Go- 
vernment,) pursue a system of retrenchment, and 
then I think there can be no doubt that General 
Harrison will soon save money enough to pay all 
the debts of this Government. 

But, said Mr. M. I protest in advance against 
any man, or any set of men, undertaking to commit 
General Harrison to any political scheme. Gene- 
ral Harrison was elected on the “one term” princi- 
ple; but if that principle is to result in this, that the 
President, instead of acting for the public good, is 
to be used to bolster up the schemes of one, why, 
I had almost said, he had better be President for 
life. 

Mr. M. went on to say that he found fault with 
no Whig in the House for expressing himself in re- 
jation to internal improvements, the tariff, or Na- 
tional Bank or other measures. He was willing 
to hear all that gentlemen might have to say, and 
expected to be heard in return, without being pro- 
seribed for so doing. ; 

But what did they see? Why, his colleague [Mr. 


Wiser] the other day had given his views on these 
great measures; had avowed his opinions; when 
lo! gentlemen rose aud expressed. their suspicions 
that he was about to quit the party. This was 
wrong. Let every man express his opinions, with- 
out thereby subjecting himself to the suspicion, that 
by so doing he was about to leave the party. 

Mr. JENIFER here made an explanation to the 
effect that he had said nothing about Mr. Wise 
being about to desert his party. 

Mr. WISE asked whether the gentleman from 
Maryland had any distrust of him. 

Mr. JENIFER made some reply, which could 
not be heard. 

Mr. WISE. Well, then, E suppose the gentle- 
man takes it for granted that the party will go with 
him, when at the same time, who knows what the 
measures cf General Harrison will be. Were there 
not some gentleman making principles’ for General 
Harrison before he came into power? But when 
it was not known what the principles of the coming 
administration would be, how could it be said that 
he was about to desert his party? He (Mr. W.) 
did not take the gentleman from Maryland as the 
administration. 

After some further explanations between him- 
self and Mr. JENIFER, 

Mr. WISE observed that had it not been for 
other gentlemen expressing their views, what they 
would do, etc. he would never have said a word, 
But as every member on the floor, who had pre- 
viously spoken, had given his views in relation to 
the coming Administration, he thought it was as 
fair for one as for another. And as others had ad- 
ministered their little nostrams for the cure of the 
disease, he, although not a regular physician, 
thought he would do so too. 

Mr. MALLORY then resumed his remarks, and 
observed thatat the very outset he had been taunted 
by the gentleman from Maryland as not being 
one of the party. They had also been taunted the 
other day with not having common schools in Vir- 
ginia. But if they had not common schools, 
they had schools in Virginia which enabled 
them to understand signs, as well as other pec- 
ple. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Monror] had talked also about the ‘‘abstrac- 
tions” of Virginia. Now he would tell that 
gentleman, that with all their ‘“abstractiors,” 
they bad common sense enough to get a steamboat 
below a bridge before they built it up. Mr. M. 
here related an amusing anecdote, where some 
common szhvol people of the North built a bridge 
in such a way as to prevent their getting outa 
steamboat; (a member at the Reporter’s elbow sug- 
gested that it was similar to the mason who built 
his leg in a chimney.) 

Mr. M. after some further remarks in relation 
to the tariff, etc. observed that as the time for d's- 
charging the committee from the bill was now at 
hand, he mrst conclude. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that some of his 
friends had regretted this manifestation of differ- 
ence of opinion among members of the Whig par- 
ty on this floor. Now, for his part, he was rejoiced 
atit. It must come at some time, and the sooner 
the better. Let us know what our friends thik of 
il, (said Mr. U.) let them consider it, and be pre- 
pared for future events. But if the separation 
comes, let us part like friends—let us not attempt 
to bind ourselves together by a rope of sand, for 
that will not bind us together as firmly as we 
ought te be. 

In relation to the propriety of a called session, 
Mr. U. asked, who had been authorized to speak 
for General Harrison? Had any one? No! Thea 
who brought it forward? Who endorsed it for the 
Whig party? It was, in his opinion, the mere ex- 
pression of gentlemen as to the propriety of such a 
measure. It remained for General Harrison, when 
he should be inducted into office, to ascertain whe- 
ther this or that object could be accomplished by an 
extra session. 

Mr U. considered the intimation of a called ses- 
sion as utterly premature. It ougbt to be decided 
when ail the elections shall have taken place. Gen. 
Harrison could then judge, from the elements of 
Congress, what could or could not be done, Mr. 
U. said that if he were the President of the United 


States, and could see that a National Bank could” 
be established, the Sub-Treasury law repealed, the 
proceeds of the public lands distributed, the tariff: 
revised, &c. and had an assurance to that effect, he 
would convene Congress instantly to-act on that. : 
emergency. . a ive 
{Mr. Smitu of Indiana here read from the: Con-: 
stitution of the United States that part which ‘says 
that the President “may, on ex@aordinary ocea- < 
sions, convene both Houses, or either of them,” and: 
asked Mr. U. whether the “emergency” cortem<' 
plated by the Constitution depended on the prepon- =: 
d-rance of one or other of the political parties of 
the country.] : 
Mr. U. said he would answer what constituted - 
an emergency. Any matter of great. public con-: 
cern in the affairs of the nation, was an emergency... 
Suppose the President wished war to be declared, 
and desired Congress to act upon the subject.’ 
Suppose one Congress will not act upon it, and the 
next would. Ought it not lo be taken into view: 
whether he would call Congress together or ‘not? 
The present emergency (he said) grew out of a de~: - 
preciated bank currency, the want of a uniform 
currency, and the embarrassed condition in which 
the States were placed. Andin acting upon this, 
emergency, the President ought to take into consi- 
deration the elements which would constitute the 
next Congress. tn eee 
Mr. SMITH of Maine said, that the gentleman ` 
from Kentucky had well characterized the Whig’ 
party as being held together by a rope of sand. He ``’ 
could not have give a more happy illustration. Mr. 
S ina humorous manner, was alluding to the beau- 
tiful specimens of cohesion of the Federal party in 
Maine and Massachusetts, when 
The CHAIR announced that the hour of seven 
having arrived, further debate would (not be in 
order. : 
The question first in order was on the motion of 
Mr. Barxan to strike out the enacting clause. © - 
Which, being taken, was decided in the nega- 
tive—Ayes 55, noes 107. i 


Mr. WISE now offered his amendment, viz: 

Provided, That in case the Treasury notes out- | 
standing and unredeemed, issued under former 
laws of Congress, added to the amount’ of such: 
notes issued under the act and actually expended, :. 
or issued to meet payments due and payable before 
the 4th day of March next, shall, on the 4th day. 
of March next, exceed the sum of five millions. of 
dollars, then the President of the United States 
shali be, and he is hereby authorized to issue, by- 
virtue of the provisiong of this act, such further 
amount of the said notes as will make the whole 
amount issued under this act and applicable to 
payments falling due after the 4d day of March 
next, the full sum of five millions of dollars. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
affirmative; ayes 90, noes 57. 

The Amendment submitted by Mr. JENIFER on 
Saturday last, and which he gave notice he would: 
offer at the proper time, at his request was then 
read as follows: 

Be it enacted, Yc. That the President of the 
United States is authorized to raise by loan such 
sum or sums as the exigencies of the Government 
may require, but not toexceed ten millions: of dol- 
lars, at an interest not more than six per centum per 
annum, to be reimbursed at any time after twelve 
months, whenever the condition of the Treasury: 
will permit. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
not now in order, as the gentleman on Saturday had ` 
merely signified his intention to offer it. 

The amendment of Mr. Corrs was next read 
as follows: ‘ 

SECTION 2. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever proof shall be exhibited,-to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, of the loss or de- 
struction of any Treasury note issued under the 
authority of any ‘act of Congress, it shall be law- 
ful for the said Secretary, upon receiving bond, 
with sufficient security to indemnify the United 
States against any other claim on account of the. 


fat 


‘Treasury note alleged to be so lost or destroyed, to 


pay the amount due on such note, to the person: 
who had lost, or in whose possession it had been 
destroyed. ~ a? OE 
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On the question being taken, the amendment was 
négatived—veas 78, noes 82. 

Mr. GREEN (as Mr. Sranty was absent) moved 
that the amendment of that gentleman be now 

taken up, which motion prevailed. It was then read 
as follows: : 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the. United States of America in Congress 
assembled, ‘That from and after the day 
of ‘on the importation of articles hereafter 
mentioned, there shall be levied, collected, and 
paid the following duties, that is to say: 

On all manufactures of silk, or of which silk 
shall be a component part, coming from beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope, twenty per ceat. ad valo- 
„TEM. . 

On all manufactures of silk, or of which silk 
shall be a component part, coming from this side 
of the Cape of Good Hope, ten per cent.’ ad va- 
lorem. 

On all wines, except the wines of France, twenty 
per cent. ad valorem. 

On all wines of France, as soon as the treaty 
with France will allow, a duty of twenty per cent. 
ad valorem. 

On ali bleached and unbleached linens, table 
linen, linen napkins, and linen cambrics, twenty 
per cent. ad valorem. 

The foregoing dutics being in accordance with 
the terms and the spirit of the act of March 2], 
1833. i 

And be tt further enacted, Thatall laws inconsis- 
tent with this act are hereby repealed. 

Mr. ‘WISE submitted whether the amendment 
was in order, ` 

The CHATR decided that it was. ; 

Mr. BEATTY appealed from the decision of the 
Chair; bat. before the question was taken, “Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the House?” 

Mr. GREEN withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia offered the following 
as. an amendment, which was rejected without a 
count: 

Provided, That it shall not be lawful for any 
officer of the Government to tender or propose to 
pay any Treasury note or votes thus authorized to 
be issued, to any person having demands against 
the Government, or to pay the same, unless asked 
for or desired by the creditor. 


Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the commit- 
tee now rise, end report the biil as amended to the 
House; which motion prevailed, and 


The committee rose, and reported to the House 
the bi'l as amended; which, on motion of Mr. 
CRABB, was read as foilows: 


A BILL to authoriz: the issuing of Treasury notes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
is hereby authorized to cause Treasury notes to be 
issued for such sum or sums as the exigencies of 
the Government may require; but not exceeding the 
sum of five millions of dollars of this emission, out- 
standing at any one time, to be reimbursed in the 
Jast quarters of the year, if the condition of the 
Treasury will permit it, aud to be issued under the 
limitations and other provisions contained in the 
act entitled “An act to authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day of Octo- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, 
and as modified by an act entitled “An act addi- 
tional to the act on the subject of Treasury notes,” 
approved the thirty-first day of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty, except that this law 
shall. expire in one year from and after its passage. 


Provided, That in case the Treasury notes out- 
standing and. unredeemed, issued under former 
laws of Cotigress, added to the amountof such 
notes issued under-this act and actually expended, 
or issued ‘to meet payments due and payable before 
the 4th day of Maren next, shall, on the 4ih day 
of March next, exceed the sum of five millions of 
dollars, then the -Presidsnt of the United States 
shall be, and be is hereby authorized to issue, by 
vittue of the provisions of this*act, such further 
amount of the said notes as will make the whole 
amount issued under this act and applicable to 
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payments falling due after the 4th day of March 
next, the full sum of five millions of dollars. 
Mr. JAMESON moved the previous question; 


| which was secorided. 


And the question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment, 
Mr. PROFFIT called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—Yeas 111, nays 79. 

YEAS-—-Messrs. Alford, John W. Ailen, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Black- 
well, Bond, Boyd, Breckenridge, Brewster, Briggs, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Wm. O. Batler, 
John Campbell, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clif- 
ford, Coles, Wm. R. Cooper, Davee, John Davis, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Fisher, Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Gentry, 
Gerry, Griffin, Hand, John Hastings, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hillen, Holmes, Hubbard, Jackson, 
Jameson, Chas. Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, 
Leadbetter, Leet. Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McClure, McCulloch, Meredith Mal- 
lory, Francis Mallory, Marchand, Miller, Mon- 
tanya, Montgomery, S. W. Morris, Mcrrow, 
Naylor, Newhard, Parmenter, Pickens, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Edward Rogers, 
James Rogers, Samuels, Sergeant, Shaw, Shepard, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swear- 
ingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, Philip F. Tho- 
mas, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Underwood, Peter 
J. Wagner, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Henry Williams, and Wise ~—109. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Barnard, 
Boardman, Brockway, Aaron V. Brown, Carr, 
Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Coanor, James Cooper, 
Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Cur 
tis, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Doe, 
Dromgoole, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Gates, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Graves, Green, Habersham, Hall, Henry, Hill of 
North Carolina, Holt, Hunt, James, Jenifer, 
Kempsball, King, Lane, Linco'n, McCarty, Mar- 
vir, Mason, Medill, Monroe, Moore, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, Paynter, Peck, 
Pope, Proflit, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Saltonstall, Simonton, Truman Smith, Waddy 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Toland, Trumbull, 
Turney, Warren, Edward D. White, Joha White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and Chris- 
topher H. Williams—79. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The question ihen recurred on engrossing the bill 
for a third reading. 

he yeas and nays being called for, were ordered, 
and resulted—Yeas 126, nays 69. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Biack- 
well, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Buter, William O. 
Butler, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casy, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coies, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crary, Thomas 
Davee, John Davis, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Evans, Fine, Fisher, Fornance, 
Galbraith, Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Griffin, Hail, 
Hand, Jobn Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North 
Carolina, idillen, Holmes, Hubbard, Hunt, Jack- 
son, Jamesen, Jenifer, Charles Johnston Joseph 
Johanson, Cave Johnson, Joha W. Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lew- 
is, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCiure, 
McCniloch, Meredith Mallory, Francis Mallory, 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montaaya,Mon‘gomery, 
Samuel W. Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Parmen- 
ter, Paynter, Pickens, Prentiss, Randail, Reed, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Edward Ro- 
gers, James Rogers, Samuels, Sergeant, Shaw, 
Slade, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Starkweaiher, Steenrod, Strong, Samter, Swear- 
ingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Taylor, Pbilip F. 
Taomas, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, 
Vroom, Peer J. Wagner, Watterson, Weller, 
Edward D. While, Jared W. Williams, Thomas 
W. Williams, Henry Willians, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Wiliams, and Wise—125. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, 
Boardman, Bond, Breckenridge, Briggs, Brock- 
way, Calhoun, William B. Campbel!, Chinn, 


Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Crass'on, Crockett, 
Curtis, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, 
Doe, Dromgoole, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, 
Gates, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Gran- 
ger, Graver, Green, Hawes, Henry, Holt, James, 
Wiliam ‘Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lane, 
MeCarty, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Osborne, Peck, 
Pope, Proffit, Rariden, Rayner, Saltonstall, Si- 
monton, Truman Smith, Stuart, Waddy Thomp- 
son, John B» Thompson, Toland, Trumbull, Un- 
derwood, Warren, John While, and Christo- 
pher H. Williams— 69. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. s 

The previous question was then moved and se- 
conded, and the bill read a third time, and passed: 

On motion of Mr. LEET, at 8 o'clock, p.m. 

The House adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, Fsbruury 6, 1841. 

Mr. RAYNER, on leave, presented the resolu- 
tions of the General Assembly of the State of North 
Carolina, on the subject of the public domain and 
the reopening of Roanoke Inlet; which were laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. ; 

Mr. RUSSELL asked leave to submit the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the execution of the order of this 
House, made on the 8th day of January last, order- 
ing bills Nos. 484, 485, and 486, to be made the 
special order for the 25th day of January (then) in- 
stant, and then take precedence of all other busi- 
ness until they are disposed of, be postponed . until 
Tuesday next, and that, after the morning hour, the 
House will this day proceed to the consideration of 
private bills, to the passage of which no objection 
shall be made. 

[The bills aliuded to in the above are a3 follows: 

A bill to provide for purchasing the patent for 
Raub’s safety valve. 

A bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to employ persons to construct apparatus 
with a view to-extinguish fires on beard steamboats, 


and to test its utility; and 

A bill to amend an act entitled “An act to pro- 
vide for the better security of the lives of passen- 
gers on board of vessels propelled im whole or 
part by steam, and for other purposes,” approved 
July 7, 1838.) 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON cffered the following as 
a modification; but it was not accepted: 

Resclued, Taat next Tharsday, after the hour of 
three, and until Friday until three o’clock, be set 
apart for the bills and business of the District of 
Columbia. 

Objection being made to the reception of the re- 
solution, 

i RUSSELL moved a suspension of the 
rules, 

And on that question the yeas and nays were or- 
dered, and were—yéas 110, nays 54, as follows: 

YSAS—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, Andrews, 
Banks, Baker, Black, Boardman, Bend, Boyd, 
Breckenridge, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, 
William O. Butler, Calhoun, Jobn Campbell, 
Carr, Carrol, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark; 
James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Cranston, 
Crary, Crockett, Cross, Davee, Edward Davies, 
John Davis, Deberry, Dickerson, Edwards, Ely, 
Everett, Fillmore, Galbraith, Gentry, Gerry, Gid- 
dings, Goggin, Graham, Granger, Grinnell, Hall, 
Wom. S. Hastings, Henry, Hillen, Hunt, Jackson, 
James, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Kemble, 
Kempshal!, Lane, Leet, Lewis, Lincoln, MeCarty, 
McCulloch, Meredith Mallory, Marvin, Mason, 
Miteheli, Monroe, Montanya, Moore, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, 
Peck, Profit, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Russell, Sergeant. Simonton, Slade, Atbert Smith, 
Truman Smith, Strong, Stuart, Swearingep,: Swe- 
ney, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Juha B. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Tram- 
bull, Underwood, Vroom, P. J. Wagner, Warren, 
Watterson, Wick, Jared. W, Wiliams, Thomas W, 
Williams, Henry Wiliams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams; and Winthrop-—110. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Atherton, Beatty, 
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Beirne, Brockway, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
S. H. Butler, Casey, Clifford, Wm. R. Ccoper, 
Crabb, Dellet, Goah, Berl, Eastman, Fine, Fletcher, 
Griffin, Hand, Hill of North Carolina, Hopk ns, 
Hubbard, Jameson, Wiliiam Cost Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Kille, Leadbetter, Leo- 
nard, Lowell, Lveas, McClellan, Marchand, Me- 
dill, Miller, Montgomery, Newhard, Paynter, Pe- 
trikin, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rhett, Edward Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Sumter, Taylor, Torney, Weller, John White, and 
Lewis Williams~-54. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The previous question wes thea moved and se- 
conded; and 

Oa the main question being ordered, 

Mr. SMITH of Maine called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and resulied—ycas 122, 
nays 52, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Banks, Baker, arnard, Rell, Black, Board- 


man, Bond, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Broc kway, ! 


Aaron V. Brown, Wiliam O. Buiter, Ca'koun, 
Jokn Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carter, 
Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, 
Mark A.Cooper, Craig, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, 
Cross, Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Dennis, Doe, Edwards, Ely, Everett, 
Fillmore, Galbraith, Garland, Gates, Gentry, 
Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Gran- 
ger, Grinnell, Hall, William S. Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, Hunt, Jackson, James, Charles Johnston, 
Joseph age Wm. Cost Johneon, Kemile, 
Kempshall, Kile, Lane, Leet, Lewis, Lincoln, 
McCarty, McCulloch, Meredith Mallory, Marvin, 
Mason, Monrce, Montanya, Moore, Morgan, C. 
Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, 
Parmenter, Peck, Profit, Randall, Rariden, Reed, 
Ridgway, Russel}, Sergeant, Simonton, Siade, Al- 
bert Smith, Truman Smith, Strong, Stuart, Talia. 
ferro, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Trninbuil, Underwood, Vroom, Peter J. 
Wagner, Warren, Watterson, Edward D. White, 
John White, Wick, Jared W. Williaxzas, Thomas 
W. Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
lams, ©. H. Williams, and Winth: p12. 
NAYS—Messrs, Alford , Atherion, Beatty, Beirne, 
Blackwell, Burke, Bynum, Crapman, Clifford, 
Connor, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Dellet, Doig, 


Earl, Eastman, Fine, Fietcher, Griffin, Habersham, | 


Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hillen, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, 
Jameson, Cave Johnson, Leadbetter, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, McCiellan, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montgomery, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Thos. 
Smith, Starkweather, Sumter, Swearingen, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Weller, and Lewis Williams 
52, 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. ANDREWS, from the Committee on Ac- 
counts, offered a resolution auihoriziag that com- 
mittee to allow the pay of ail such members of the 
House as were unavoidably detained by the late 
storm, on their way to the scat of Goverment; and 
who, in cons:quence, were prevented from taking 
their seats at the commencement of the ses- 
sion, 

- Objection bheing made to its reception, 

Mr. ANDREWS moved to suspend the rules; 
but the motion was not sustained by the House. 


Mr. JOHN CAMPBELL, on leave, presented 
the redort of the Committee on Federal Relations 
of the Flouse of Representatives of South Caro- 
lina, on so much of the Governor’s m-s‘age as re- 
lates to the election of President of the United 
States, the construction of the Constitwion, and 
the future arrangements as to the tariff of duties 
on imports; which was laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, also on leave, presented 
the resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky, in 
relation to the United States Bank and the public 
domain; which were laid upon the table. 

Mr. HAND submitted a resolution, that all peti- 
tionsand papers, the presentation of which were 
not objected to by the rules of the Housé, be re- 
ferred to the appropriate committees, by the mem- 


bers presenting them endorsing their names 


thereon. 


Mr. H. moved to suspend the rules, but the me- 


ton did not prevail. 
PUBLIC LANDS IN TENNESSEE. 

The SPHAKER then stated the first business in 
order to b2 the bill reported from the Committee on 
the Public Lands on the 16h of Janvary, to amend 
an act entilled “An act to authorize the State of 
Tennessee to issue grants and perfect bilis to cer- 
tain lands therein described, and to settle the claims 
to the vacan: and unappropriated lands Within the 
same, passed the 18:h day of April, 1806.” The 
question was on the motion of Mr. L. WiLu'ams to 
commit the bill to the Committee ofthe Whole on 
the state of the Union; and pending the same, the 
morning hour had expired. 

Mr. CROCKETT said he would not make the 
speech which he intended to have made, as he was 
sure every member understood the subject, and 
time was precious. Mr. C. then moved the pre- 
vious question; which was ordered and put, viz: 
“Shall tbe main question be now put?” and passed 
in the affirmative, 

The SPEAKER then decided that the main 
question was, shall the bill be engrossed and read a 
third time? 

Mr. MONTGOMERY appealed from the deci- 
sion, on the ground that the main question was that 
the bili be “committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS asked to be excused from 
voting on the question, and was proceeding to state 
his reasons why he ought to be excused, 

When several gentlemen called him to order, on 
the ground that the previous question cat off de- 
bate. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS said he would then make 
a motion that would not be out of order; and that 
was, that the bill be laid upon the table; and there- 
upon called for ike yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—Yeas 39, nays 137, as follows: 

YHAS—Mersrs, Adams, Brockway, Bynum, 
John Campbell, Carroll, Chittenden, Connor, 
Deberry, Dromgoole, Evans, Filimore, Gates, 
Gogein, Graham, Griffin, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill 
of North Carolina, Hilen, Hopkins, Jackson, 
Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, William Cost 
Johnson, Lane, Leadbetter, McCarty, Meredith 
Mallory, Montgomery, Morgan, Palen, Feck, 
Simonton, Taliaferro, Fhilip F. Thomas, Tilling- 


bast, Underwood, Lewis Williams, and Win- 
throp—39. 
WAYS—Messrs. Alford, Andrews, Atherten, 


Bants, Barnard, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, 
Boarcman, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert Q. Browa, Burke, William O But- 
ler, Wiliam B. Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Clark, Clifford, James Cooper, Mark 
A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, 
Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Cress, Cushing, Davee, 
EdwardDavies, John Davis. Garrett Davis, Dick- 
erson, Doe, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Gentry, Gerry, 
Goode, Habersham, Hail, Hand, Jchn Hastings, 
Henry, Jiolt, Hubbard, Hunt, James, Jameson, 
Jenifer, Cave Johnson, Kempshall, Kille, Kiss, 
Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, 
McCiellar, McCulloch, Marchand, Marvin, Ma- 
son, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, 
Moore, Morrow, Newhard, Nisbet, Parmenter, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Profi, Rariden, 
Reynoids, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Samuels, 
Sergeant, Shaw, Slede, Albert Smith, Fohn Smitb, 
Thomas Smith, Siarkweather, Steenrod, Stuart, 
Sweney, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thomp- 
son, Toland, Triplett, Turney, Vroom, Peter J. 
Wagner, Warren, Watterson, Weiler, Edward D. 


White, John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, | 


Thomas W. Wiliams, Henry Williams, Joseph 
L. Wiliams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise 
137. 


So the Fiouse refused to lay the bill upon the 


table. : ‘ 
The question then recurred on the engrossment 
of the hij; and being put, passed in the affirmative. 


Mr. L. WILLIAMS then moved that the bill be 
read a third time on Monday; but the motion did 
not prevail. 


= 


Mr. LINCOLN hen spoke a at length on th 
rits of the bill; but, before he had concluded; he 
morning hour had expired, and the House. then 
took up the following = 
SENATE BILLS: | EURI Sel 
Which were reada first and second. time, and 


appropriately referred, viz: ; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives : 
of Colin Bishop; 

An act for the relief of Ephraim D. ‘Diekson;. 

An act for the relief of the legal Tepresentatives 
cf Pierre Bonhomme; : 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslaw; 

An act for the relief of Juan Belgar; 

An actfor the relief of the legal heirs and repre: 
sentatives of William Conway; 

An act for the relief of Pierre Babin; : 

An act for the relief of George De Passani of 


| Louisiana; 


An act for the relief of John Compton, assigtice’ 


| and representative of Ganigues Flaujac; 


An act for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau; 

Anact confiirming the claim of Jean Baptiste 
Lecompte to a tract of land in Louisiani; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Therese Malette, widow of Gaspard Phiole; 

An act for the relief of Henry Wilson; - 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Nathaniel Pryor, deceased; : oe 

An act for the relief of :J. M. Strader; lo 

An act for the relief the heits of Madame De 
Lusser; 

An act for the relief of Gurdon &. Hubbard, 
Robert A. Kinzie, and others; 

An act for the relief of Francis A. Harrison; 

An act forthe relief of Joseph Paxton; 

An act for the relief of Reynell Coats. and Wal- 
ter R. Johnson; 

An act for the relief John McNeil; and | 

An act authorizing the. Secretary of the Treasu. 
ry to apply the amount due on certain contracts: 
entered into with the War Department, and Peter. 
H. Green, and Green and Emerson, to the, extin- 
guishment of a demand due to the United States 
from William King and Peter H, Green., 

The engrossed. bill entitled “An act to. incorpo. 
rate the Washington city Benevolent Society,” was 
read a third time, passed, and sent te the Senate:for 


| goncurrence. 


The biil for the relief of Sarah B. Stith and her 
children was read a third time; and, being objected. 
to, was laid aside under the resolution adopted 
to- -day. 

Ths engrossed bill tor the relief. of. William By 
Winston was read a third time, passed, and sent to 
the Senate for concurrence.. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Elizabeth. 
Jones and others was read a third time; but being 
objected to, was laid over under the resolution. 

‘The bill for the relief of Thomas Hutchinson 
was a'so read a third time; but being objected to, 
was similarly disposed of. 

The bill for the relief of Esther Parrott was read 
a third time, passed, and sent to the Senate for 
concurrence. 

The bill for the relief of Don Carlos de Villes 
mont, reported from the Committee of. the Whole 
on the 16th of January, with the enacting words 
stricken oul, coming up for consideration, the 
House concurred therein; and so the bill was-16+ 

jected. 
; Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON asked leave to re 
fer a memorial to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs; but 

Mr. CARR objected, on the (ground that the same 
privilege was not given to others. 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

On motion of Mr, RUSSELL, the House re- 
solved itself into a Commitee of the Whole on 
the siate of the Union (Mr. Briacs in the chair) on 
private bil’s. 

The bills for the relief of Job Halsey and David 
W. Siceth were then read; but being objected to,’ 

Mr. Le WILLIAMS moved that the Conimitiee 
risg, so as to put it in the power of the House to 
pass. bills,. and not leave the business at. the mercy 
of any member who might choose to object, as was 


the case under the resolution adopted this morning. 


[52 i. 

‘Phe question. was then taken—-ayes 16—noes 87; 
10 quorum. 

“Mr. ANDREWS said that, as there was no quo- 
‘um, he would move that that fact. be reported to 
he House. : 

The question was again taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 24, noes 111. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. STEENROD said it was evident no busi- 
ness could be done under the resolution which had 
been adopted this morning. He would, therefore, 
move that the committee rise, to enable fhe 
House so to amend the rules as to transact the bu- 
siness of the country. j f 

- The question was then taken—yeas 62, nays 55, 
no quorum. 

The question was again taken by tellers, who 
reported—yeas 63, nays 54, no quorum voting. 

On motion of Mr. STEENROD, 

The committee then rose, and reported that fact 
to the House. 

Mr. RUSSELL moved a call of the House. 

Tellers were called for and appointed, who re- 
ported—yeas 52, nays 80. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved that the House 
adjourn, but withdrew the motion. 

The House then again went into a Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. DAWSON then moved that the committee 
rise; in order that the House might repeal the resc- 
Jution adopted this morning. 

The question was then taken and resulted—ayes 
106, noes 35. 

The committee then rose, and reported that they 
had made no progress. 

Mr. WISE then moved to rescind the resolu- 


ion, 

Mr. EVERETT moved an adjournment. 

The question was then and negatived—yeas 42, 
nays 107. 


Mr. RARIDEN then moved to suspend the rnles, 
go as to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
bill to confirm certain lands to the State of Indiana, 
for the continuation of the Wabash and Erie Ca- 
nal, 

The motion to suspend was negatived. 

The motion of Mr. Wiss to rescind the order of 
this morning recurred. 

Mr. RARIDEN moved to adjourn; but subse 
quently withdrew his motion, 

Mr. CURTIS then moved to adjourn; and the 
question was taken by yeas and nays, and nega- 
tived— Yeas 56, nays 86. 

The question again recurred on the motion of 
Mr. WISE to rescind the order adopted this morn- 
ing, which puts it into the power of a single mem- 
ber so {to object to a bill, as to prevent all action 
upon it for the day; and passed in the affirmative. 

So the order was rescinded. 

The question that the engrossed bill for the relief 
of Sarah B. Stith and her children do pass, again 


came up. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved the previous ques- 
tion; but withdrew to enable 

Mr. PROFFIT to move an amendment. 

The SPEAKER said that the bill was not open 
to amendment on its passage. 

The previous question was then moved and or- 
dered, and the main question taken on the paszage 
of the {bill by yeas and nays—Yeas 33, nays §6; 
ho quorum voted. 

The House then adjourned, 


t 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 8, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submited a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitiing a 
statement of the contracts entered into by that De- 
partment daring the year 1840; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petilion of citizens 
of Michigan, praying the construction of a harbor 
at New Buffalo; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of citizens 
of Cass county, Michigan, in favor of the passage 
re general bankrapt law; which was laid on the 

€. 
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: Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial nume- 
rously signed by mechanics, traders and merchants 
of Philadelphia, remonstrating against the passage 
of the bankrupt bill now before the Senate; which 
was laid cn the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr PRESTON presented a memorial of persons 
engaged on the publie buildings, asking compen- 
sation for lost time, occasioned by a suspension of 


operations thereon; which was referred io ihe Coma | 


mittee on Public Buildings. : 

Mr. WHITE presented the memorial of citizens 
of Laporte, Indiana, in favor of the passage of a 
geveral bankrupt Jaw; which was laid on the table. 

Also, the memerial of citizens of Tippecanoe 
county, Indiana, praying the establishment of a 
mail route; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WALL presented a memorial of fifty-seven 
women of Pennsylvania, praying an alteration of the 
laws of the United States in relation to slavery; the 
motion to receive which, was, 

On motion by Mr. FULTON, laid on the table. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial of citizens of 
Nlinois and Wiskonsan, praying the establishment 
of a post route; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Hancock county, Maine, remonstrating 
against the repeal of the salt duties and fishing 
bounties and allowances; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. STURGEON presented four memorials, 
praying the construction of a lighthouse on Bran- 
dywine Shoal; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. WALL presented the memorial of Daniel 
Raub in relation to his safety valve for steamboil- 
ers; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York on 
the subject of a bankrupt law. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Onandaga county, N. Y. remonstrating 
against the execution of the treaty with the Seneca 
Indians; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial of a num- 
ber o/ citizens of Michigan, praying the enactment 
of a bankrupt law; whch was laid on the table. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of 
George W. Trippe; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the memorial of 
a number of citizens of Mississippi, praying the 
enac'ment of a bankrupt law; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Wiskonsan, praying the enactment 
of alaw defining the Western boundary of said 
Territory; which was ordered to be printed. 

The joint resolution authorizing the transfer to 
the State of Maryland of the stock in the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio canal standing in the name of the 
United States, upon certain conditions, was read a 
third time, and passed, 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the bill 
to alter the place of holding one of the terms of 
the District Court of Ohio was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted an amendment, 
proposing to attach Arkansas to the eighth circuit, 
and Kentucky to the ninth district; which, after a 
discussion, in which Messrz. CRITTENDEN, 
KING, ALLEN, SEVIER, CLAY of Alabama, 
WALKER, and MOUTON, participated, was 
agreed to, and the bill, as amended, was ordered to 
be engrossed. i 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the bili for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Daniel Pettibone was considered 
as in commiitee of the whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. i 

The following bills from the House of Representa- 
tives were taken up, read a first and second time, 
and referred, viz: ; 

The bill authorizing the issue of Treasury notes, 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Tne bill to incorporate the Washington City Be- 
nevolent Society, to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. í m 


The bill for the relief of William B. Winston 


and 

The bill for the relief of Esther Parrott, to the 
Committee on Pensions. sete 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following 
resolution, which was ngréed to: 

"Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instrieted to inquire into the expediency of at- 
tathing the Cherokee territory lying in Alabama to 
the Coosa land district, and the removal of the land 
office to some point within the territory so attached. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
procuring a sufficient number of the most ap- 
proved repeating fire-arms to supply the troops ope- 
rating against the Indians ia Florida. 

BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. MERRICK moved that the Senate post- 

pone the orders of the day, for the purpose of tak- 
ing up the bill to revive and continue in force the 
act to incorporate the banks of the District of Go- 
lumbia. 
Mr. TAPPAN said there was but a few minutes 
of the morning hour unexpired, when the special 
order would be taken up as a matter of course. 
He would therefore leave it to the Senator whether 
it was worth while to take up the Dill for the few 
minutes that was left for its consideration. 

Mr.MERRICK persisting in his motion, 

Mr. TAPPAN said. there was another reason 
why the bill should not be taken up at this time. 
A resolution had been adopted some time since by 
the Senate, calling on the Secretary of the Trea- 
surp for information in relation to the losses sus- 
tained by the Government by the failure of banks 
and the depreciation of their notes; and he thought 
that information was necessary to enable them to 
act understandingly on a bill to charter these insti- 
tutions. 

Mr. ALLEN also opposed taking up the bill un- 
til the information called for by a resolution of the 
Senate was before them. i 

Mr. BENTON said thatin a few minutes the 
hour would arrive when the bankrupt bill would 
come up for discussion, and he apprehended gen- 
tlemen did not ask that this bill should be taken up 
to the exclusion of the bankrupt bill. On Thurs- 
day last the Senate determined to take up the bank- 
rupt bill and to go on with it; it was so taken up, 
and some progress was made in it. Some action 
was had upon it, and the Senate arrived at the 
question whether banking institutions should be in- 
cluded withia its provisions. Now, did gentlemen 
wish toget rid of that by a side biow? Shall the 
banking institutions cbey the law of the land, and 
pay their debts? was the simple question that was 
to come up before them. And what had taken 
place within the last few days, since the last ad- 
journment of the Senate? He supposed they had 
all heard the news; and he supposed all who did 
him the honor to listen to what he said on- Thurs- 
day, recollected that he had anticipated this 
event, but he had not anticipated that it 
would take place quite so soon. He had ex- 
pected that it would take place in the course 
of thesummer if a “called session” did not keep 
a certain thing alive; but the third suspension 
is here, and in time to have the case laid before 
the General Assembly, now in session, and in time, 
too, to furnish an excuse for a called session, for all 
the ordinary excuses had well nigh disappeared. It 
may now be said that a called session is necessary, 
to take into consideration the condition of the 
banks and the currency—to devise means to create 
a new Bank, the dead corpse of the oid one lying 
before them, though be (Mr. Benton) should think 
the fact would produce a different result. He 
shouid have supposea it wouid the rather have led 
to the conclusion that it was necessary to apply a 
bankrupt law to them, and not that a bankrupt law 
should be enacied to extend to trading incorpora- 
tions, and not to banks. They ought to go on, and 
show to the people of the United States who was 
in favor of having the laws obeyed— who was in fa- 
vor ofhaving banking incorpcraticns made subor- - 
dinate to law and government. They. should go 
on, too, and show the people, by their action, that 


there Was no occasion for despair, but that there 
was still power in the law io regulate the banks, 
yea, even a fifty million monster. He wished this 
debate to go on; and therefore he was against 
taking up another subject; he was for going on 
from the point at which they stopped, and he hoped 
the Senators who should go into the debate, would 
present it in this point of view, that whenever the 
sountry got tired of the existing state of things— 
when they wanted laty to govern—they had. their 
fefnedy in a bankrupt law—in a bankrupt law 
which had the support of a Dallas twenty-five 
Years agd, of a Crawford and a Macon, and even 
of our President. They would see that there was 
noreason to despair if they made these banking 
incorporations submit to law and government, 
by the exercise of their constitutional authority. 
‘With these views he objected to the taking up of 
the bill to re-charter the District Banks. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped the bill would not be 
taken up. 

The questi6n was then taken, when the molion 
was negatived—ayes 18, noes 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentacky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Graham, Knight, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, 

. Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Webster, and 
White—18. 

WAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Crittenden, Fulton, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Roane, Robinson, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—27. 

THE BANKRUPT BILL. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then moved that the special 
order be taken up, being the bill to establish a uni- 
fori system of bankruptcy throughout the United 

tates. : 

Mr. HUBBARD believed, in offering his resolu- 
tion at the last discussion of this bill, that he was 
misunderstood, and he now explained that all he 
wished by asking for a divisign of the question on 
his resolation, was that he, and others also, might 
have the opportunity to vote on each separate pro- 
position. ‘This, he apprehended, would expedite 
instead of delaying the action of the Senate, as anti- 
cipated by the Senator fiom Mississippi. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped no objection would 
be offered io that course, for he thought they could 
be more rapidly disposed of separately than collec- 
tively. 

Mr. HUBBARD asked for the ayes and noes on 
the resolution; and as he did not wish to embarrass 
Senators with the 6h resolution, he would withdraw 


at. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped the question 
would first be taken on the recommitment, as the 
disposal of that question might also dispose of the 
instructions: He then intimated that he should 
vote against the recommitment, but he was ready, 
in the mean time, to hear any proposition that gen- 
tlemen might have to make. 

Mr. WRIGHT begged it might be understood, 
that if the Senate refused to recommit, all the in- 
structions, as instructions, would fall with it, and 
no vote could be taken upon them. He wished the 
Senate to bear this in mind. j 

The question was then taken, and the motion to 
sons was negatived—ayes 16, noes 30, as fol- 
ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Hubbard, King, Lian, Lumpkin, Pierce, 
Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Wall, and Wright—16- 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Fulton, 
Graham, Henderson, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, Nervell, Paelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Presion, Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, 
Webster, White, Williams and Young—30. 

Mr. HUBBARD then moved an amendment to 
the first section of the bill, the purport of which was 
to include banking and trading inco: porations with- 
in its provisions, and he called for ihe ayes and 
noes thereon. 

Mr. BUCHANAN inquired wheteer the Senator 
from New Hampshire did not intend to fix some 
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particular time for the commencement of the ope- 
ration of that provision. 

Mr. HUBBARD had intended to fix a time 
when the bill should take effect, if his amendment 
were adopted, otherwise such a motion would be 
upnecessary. - x% 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama had given an-intimation 
a few days ago that he should vote‘against includ- 
ing banking incorporations in the bifls-he bad made 
a motion to strikte out a clause to that‘effect, at the 
last session, and on referting to the Constitutions 
of the old States, he was confirmed in the determi- 
nation to which he had coms. He then read ex- 
tracts from the Constitution of Alabama to 
show that banks were established by the sove- 
eign authority of the State—in some of which, 
in fact, the State held capital—and therefore 
he contended that he, as a Senator from 
Alabama, could not consent to vote to extend 
such a provisioh of this bill to such State incor- 
porations, as the State would necessarily be affected 
by such an enactment. He was opposed in every 
point of view to the intermeddling in State institu- 
tions in the manner proposed, or to their assuming 
powers which did not belong to them. 

The Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] had 
given them, the other day, as part of his argument, 
a long extract from a letter written by the present 
Chief Magistrate of this Union, to some committee, 
during the last summer. In return, he (Mr.Ciay) pro- 
posed to read, as rather more orthodox, the remarks of 
Senator Van Buren, which he thought would be 
found to contain the better argument. The extract 
to which he referred was as follows: 

«Mr. Van Buren did not think that any great 
difficulty existed in this question. To him the mat- 
ter was Glear; but his impressions had been opposed 
by sevéral Senators, and he would protract the de- 
bate but a moment, to give, very briefly, his views 
of the matter. It certainly appeared tó him, that 
one moment’s refiection would decide gentlemen 
against the amendment proposed by his f riend from 
South Carolina. It had been said formerly, and on 
various occasions, that the States had no right to 
grant bank charters, and that the banking privilege 
belonged exclusively to the Federal Government. 
No direct attempt, however, had hitherto been made 
to deprive the States of that power which they had 
long exercised unmolested. But now the attempt 
was to be made (if not in an open and unequivo- 
cal mauner,at least in an indirect way,) to strip 
the States of the power of chartering banks. At 
any rate, if it were contended that this provision 
did not go so far, it could not be denied that it in- 
terfered in the regulation which State Governments 
might have adopted for the government of those in- 
stitations, which was an odious exercise of power 
not granted by the Constitution. This amendment 
has this extent: It directs the States as to the mar- 
ner in which they shall exercise their sovereignty in 
this particular, and points out what penalty shall 
be inflicted in case the charters granted by the 
States are violated. In fact, it points out what the 
privileges granted to the incorporations chall be, by 
dictating the forfeiture, and directing what the 
companies may, and what they may not do. All 
tbis has hitherto been done by the States. They 
bave assumed the direction of these matters as a 
right, which they doubtless have. And, in inciud- 
ing this subject of corporations in the bill now be- 
fore the Senate, it will be taken entirely from the 
States, and subjected to the power of the bankrupt 
system. Tis was never done, and never attempt- 
ed in any country on the face of the globe. Ia 
England, such a provision was never dreamed oi- 
nor did he believe that, when the Constitation was 
framed, such an attribute was imagined by those 
who authorized the establishement of a bankrupt 
system, He did not accede to the opinion, that the 
system had power over all chartered institutions. 
By the very nature of their association, they were, 
in some réspeets, exempted from its operation, and 
nosuch power was ever contemplated, or was, at 
this moment, under the most extended construction, 
enjoyed by the General Government.” 

Thns it would be seen Senator Van Bures took 
views which were now entertained by some Sena- 
tors then on that floor on the same sabject, against 
the proposition, on constitutional grounds. It was 
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clear to himi (Mr. Car) that if Congress could'as- 
sume such power over the banking institutions of 
the States, it could do that which would amount to 
a forfeiture of their rights; if it could do that, it 
could tax their emissions, and thereby: assume a - 
power which the party with which he acted had- 
ever disclaimed. Ih Alabama therë was atoms’ 
pact between thése institutions and the State, and ° 
Alabama had particularly reserved to herself alt- 
power to control this matter. A suspension of 
specie payments, by sucha clause, wouid subject 
the banks to the operation of the bankrupt law, 
and this was a mater which the States alone 
should control, and for which the State Legisla-: 
tures should inflict the penalty which, under the 
circumstances of the case, might bejust andequi- — 
table. The State banks had been sanctioned by 
the Executive of this Government, where they 
were made the depositories of its treasures, and 
Congress could, on no principle, say they should 
be put down, without the delegation of express 
power. For sucha proposition as that now made, 
he was not prepared, nor did he believe the people, 
whom he in part represented, were prepared for it, 
and therefore he should vote against the amend- 


ment. 

Mr. HUBBARD agreed so to modify his amend- 
ment, as to make it take effect on the 1st of Janu- 
ary, 1842. He then said it had bzen contended, 
and properly contended, that Congress possessed: ° 
the power to pass a bill to establish a uniform sys- 
tem of bankruptcy, and that it might be passed for 
the relief of the debtor, as well as for the benefit of” 
the creditor; now it struck him that no natural per- 
sons should be included,more than the artificial. ft 
was not every State that became stockholders in 
the banks, but did it make any difference whether 
it was tbe State or a member of the State that held 
the stock? So far as his knowledge extended, 
where the Stale was the stockholder, things were 
managed as bad as they could be, and with less 
cate and security to the public than where - 
the institutions were composed of indivi» 
duals exclusively. . Bat where was the dif-: 
ference? Take Alabama; her Constitution gave 
her the power to establish banks; but did it say that 
she should hold the steek in all future time? Did 
it provide that it should never b> surrendered and 
become the property of individuals in any future’ 
time? ‘ 

Mr. BENTON. If any body will buy it. 

Mr. HUBBARD. Yes, if any body would bay 
it. He took it that it should be handed over at the 
pleasure of the State,and when so transferred thatit. 
should become the preperty of individuals. He 
asked whether the events of the last few years had 
not shown it to bs high time that the banks should 
be brought within some such provision? There 
was not a solvent and sound institution im the State 
in which he lived but would desire such a pro- 
vision, for it would go effectually to secure 
the credit and to give efficiency and value to 
institutions of this kind. ‘These incorporations had 
peculiar privileges conferred upon them—they 
could make their bills current as money, and then, 
they could suspend when they pleased; and it 
struck him that the holdersof their notes should 
havea remedy, by making these incorporations 
subject to the operation of a bill of this sort. Now 
what cecurity hed the holders of their notes? If 
sach a provision as this had been heretofore in ope- 
ration, would the bill holders have sustained the. 
losses to which they had been compelled to submit 
by the failure of the banks to redeem their paper? 
He waz willing and desirous that this. bill should 
be made ascomprehensive as possible; he wished 
to relieve the. unfortunate debtor, and also to se- 
cure the rights of the honest creditor, and there 
were no more unfortenate debtors in the land than 
than those who were obliged te take the paper of 
the banks; and with these views, he had made his 
proposition. 

Mr. SEVIER was astonished that the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. 
Hussard] was not broader than it was, and that it 
was not thereby provided that the indebted States 
should be put up at aucticn. Why did not the Se- 
nator earry out: his principle, and sell the Stafes 
when they failed to pay their dividends? He (Mr. 
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themselves, without further appeal to State legisla- 


SEVIER) was opposed. to all such projects; and as 
Jong as he was there, offend whosever it may—Mr. 
Van Buren or any one else—he would vote against 
them. . His friend from Alabama [Mr. Cray] had 
read a provision of the Constitution of that State 
in justification of his vote; the Constitution of the 
State.of Arkansas contained a similar provision; 
and. if the banks suspended, it was for the State to 
interfere with the agents acting under her autherity, 
What right had they, sitting in that Senate chamber, 
as the servants of the States, to criticise the house- 
hold of their. masters at home? He was opposed 
to all such projects,and. so long as he remained 
there uniustructed, he should continue to vote 
against them. Besides, the country was now some- 
what embarrassed, and if ever there was a time 
for the exercise of forbearance and charity, this 
was the time fcr the exercise of those virtues. 

Mr. HENDERSON was glad to hear the lan- 
guage which had just fallen from the Senator from 
Arkansas. This was a question of power and of 
constitutional right; if it were a question of expe- 
diency, he might vote for including banks within 
the provision of the Senator from New Hampshire; 
but he could see, no more than could the Se- 
nator from Arkansas, the authority they pos- 
sessed to include the banks, which were but an 
emanation from or a scintillation cf the Siates, sent 
forth te be recalled at pleasure. If they could in- 
terfere with any portion of the sovereignty of the 
States, they could interfere with a!l their sovereignty. 
Why, he might ask, with the Senator from Arkan- 
8as, were not the Slates themselves included in this 
bil? for they got inio debt. If they could include 
the incorporations of the States, why could they 
not include the States themselves? Why, in his 
opinion, there could not be a greater arrogation of 
power than would be arsumed by the Congress of 
the United States, if this amendment should be 
adopted. It would be to give this Government sù- 
preme dominion over the States, and to take it from 
the people in their sovereign capacity. He object- 
ed, then, to this proposition, as a simple question of 
power. 

Mr. WRIGHT spoke at some length, a report of 
which will be given hereafter. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut followed, and 
contended for the right of Congress to extend 
a bankrupt law to bankiog isstiutions. He a 
rgued that, if the exercise of the sovereign pow- 
er of a State in the incorporation of these in- 
stitutions. excluded, them ‘rom the operations 
of this law, the exercise of similar sovereign 
power would exclude trading orporations also, 
The whole beneficial operation of the law on 
trade and commerce will be thwarted by the action 
of the State Legislatures, So far as the Sta‘es may 
choose to give charters of incerporation to their 
citizens, teey are entirely exempt from its operation. 
A state, if itthinks proper, may incorporate al! its 
citizens. There is a general law of incorporation 
in the State of Connecticut, by which every citizen 
of the State may be incorporated, and of course, if 
the doctrine contended for by some gentlemen be 
correct, will be exempt from the operations of this 
law. He held that a State had no right to divest 
itselfof its sovereignty inthis manner, if the effect of 
doing so would be to create privileged classes in the 
community. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose not to protract the debate, 
mor to enter at larze into the a:uzment up- 
on the point immediately in discussion, but 
to reply to a rematk of the Senator from New 
York, who had adduced the only argumeat ia fa- 
vor of including incorporations which had the sem- 
blance of plausibility. The Sevator says that if 
we.have the power io pass a law, operative upon 
natural persons, in their individual capacity as 


citizens of a Sate, he can see no reason to 
prevent. our including those persons associ- 
ated. in. companes with corporate powers 


granted by State Legislatures. He can sce no 
reason to exempt an artificial body from the cpe- 
ration of a law to.which the natural body is sub- 
ject. Now the very fact of this body being of 
Stale creation, is the reason why it should be ex: 
empt from the operation. of our Jaws. This Go- 
vernment cannot -ecnirol or. interfere with the 
States in their appropriate spheres of action; nor 


can the States interrupt or interfere with the opera- 
tions of the Federal Government in its legitimate 
sphere. If a State Legislature incorporates banks, 
we cannot touch them. And in relation to the 
United States Bank, the court below has decided 
that it could not be interfered with by State autho- 
rity. He would not go into this argument, but un- 
der every view in which he had contemplated it, he 
considered it the boldest assumption of power ever 
proposed to be conferred upon the Federal Go- 
vernment. If. we can overrule State legislation in 
regard to incorporations, what act of a State can 
be considered sacred from our interference? The 
very basis of the argument is that the States are 
not capabie of doing their duty, and we, patriotic 
we, step in and do it for them. The Senator from 
Arkansas had not, in his opinion, pushed the argu- 
too far, when he said if you placed the incorporated 
companies of a State under a commission of bark- 
rupley, you might next attempt to place the State 
herself in the same position. This whole argument 
was in face of the fact that England had never 
attempted to extend her bankrupt laws over incor- 
porations. 

He then en‘ered into the question of the expedi- 
ency of this measure. ‘To include these incorpora- 
tions in a bankrupt bill, would be to place four- 
fifths of the business men of the country in a com- 
mission of bankruptey. The banks have now 
owing to them from the community, at least five 
hundred millions of dollars; and to subject them to 
a bankrupt law would subject every man who owed 
them to the same process, and your commiss'oners 
ef insolvency would have half the property of the 
Union in their hands. Pabiie fecling would yebe} 
against this state of things, and your law would be 
impotent. : 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitteda few re- 
marks in reply to the Senator from New York, Every 
Stale had a right to deal with her institutions as she 
thought proper. The Senator said that New York 
had placed ber banks under the operation of a bank. 
rupt law. Tis she had a perfect right to do; but 
did not every Senator perceive the difference be- 
tween the Siate doing this herself and the Federal 
Government assuming the power to do it? But 
suppose we incorporate this amendment into the 
bill, and it is attempted to be enforced upon the 
banks of New York, will there not be a conflict of 
jurisdiction between the Siate and United States 
Commissioners of Insolvency, and, if so, which 
will prevail? Ifthe course pursued by New York 
in this matter be beneficial, let it be imitated by 
other States; bat it is no argument for this Govern- 
ment lo assume the power of placing the property 
of a State in the hands of a commissioner of 
the Federal Government. He then, at some 
length described the connection between the State 
and the banks of Alabama. He hoped gentlemen 
would look to the consequences of this doctrine; and 
if it was attempted to be carried out, he thought it 
very probable they wouid soon hear from the States 
who were interested. 

Mr. WRIGHT had but a few remarks to make 
in repiy. As to the ecnnection of the State of 
Alabama with her bauks, he would ask if the State 
acknowledged herseif bound to pay the notes, and 
other liabilities of the banks? Ifshe did not, he 
could not see the force of the Senator’s argument, 
Then, asto the argument of the Senator from South 
Caolina. He says that within their respective 
spheres the jurisdiction of the Federal and State 
Governments must not conflict with each other, and 
instances the decision of the Supreme Court in the 
caze of McCulloch, to show that the States have no 
powerover a company chartered by the Federal 
Government. Now this decision of the Supreme 
Court was no law to him. It presupposed the 
Federal Government had power to charter a bank- 
ing incorporation, which he denied. But suppose the 
decision correct, what did it amcunt to. Oaly that 
a law of Congress, constitutionally passed, 1s su- 
perior to the law of a State; and the Senator 
Says, ergo, this Government cannot tax corporate 
property created by the State. Is the Senator 
wiling to say that ail property which might 
be covered by acis of incorporation shall be 
exempt from taxation? New York has passed a 
law by. which all religious societies may incorporate 


tion. - She has power to pass, giving to mechanics, 
to farmers, and to every class who may apply for 
it, the same privileges, and thus to cover all the 
property of the State by acts of incorporation, and 
thus take it out of the reach of the taxing power 
of this Government. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had not. advanced an ap- 
gument, but merely laid down a principle, that each 
Government was supreme in its proper sphere. 
Asto the right of this Government to. charter a 
National Bank, the Senator knew his opinions; 
they were the same as his own. The reag 
question in this case, was, when the two par- 
ties have rights, and their exercise becomes in- 
compatible, which must give way; and he had no 
hesitation in saying, in the case supposed by the Se- 
nator from New York, the taxing power of the Ge- 
neral Government would be paramount. The 
mere fact thatin England, whence we have de- 
rived this law, its form and its language, it is never 
applied to incorporations, should be conclusive 
with us. He repeated, what he had before said, 
that he considered it the boldest assumption uyon 
the rights of the States ever attempted by the Fede- 
ral Government. 

Mr. HENDERSON rose, but yielded to a mo- 
tion for adjournment, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, February 8, 1841, 


Mr. JONES said, as there was buta short time 
of the session now remaining, he was induced to 
submit a motion that the Hlouse go into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the State of the Union, for 
the purpose of taking up the 

PENSION BILL. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON remarked that he 
had received a communication from the Secretary 
of War, in relation tô a pacification about being 
made, or already made, with the Seminole Indians. 
The communication was such as, in his opinicn, 
required the immediate action of the House; and 
he would ask that it be read, 

Mr. ADAMS said, that this was the day set apart 
for the presentation of petitions. As three or four 
weeks had elapsed since gentlemen had an oppor- 
tunity of presenting petitions to the House, and as 
this would be the last day on which they would 
have an opportunity of doing so, he hoped that at 
least one day would be devoted to the petitions 
of the people of the United States. Mr. A. said 
thathe had, in his drawer, a hundred petitions, 
and thatnine- tenths of those that came north of 
Mason and Dixon’s line, would be excluded under 
the 21st rule of the House. 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Jones to go into Committee of the Whole; 
but befure any action was taken thereon, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS called for the reading of 
the ccmmunication from the Secretary of War; 
which was read as fellows: 

Waa DEPARTMENT, Feb. 6, 1841. 

fm: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for 
the consideration of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, a copy of a communication to the Adju- 
tant General from Gen. Armistead, commanding 
the army in Florida, asking a remittance of 
$100,000 to enable him to comply with his pro- 
mises to the hostile Indians in Florida, in the event 
of their surrendering themselves for emigration. 
In the present temper of the Indians, and from the 
fact that a number have already come in at the 
various posts and surrendered their arms, there is 
reason fo hope that Gen. Armistead’s promises 
will induce them to come in and give themselves 
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| up for removal to the West.. The course adopted 
by the General bas, therefore, met the approbation 


of the Department, both as a measure of economy | 


‘and humanity, as the indacement held out by him 
is calculated to end this protracted contest at much 
. Jess expense of blood and treasure than to continue 
the war another month. 

The Department has, however, no money under 
its control, applicable to the object, and respectfully 


recommend that an appropriation of the amount | 


named by Gen. Armistead ($100,000) be asked of 
Congress for that purpose. 
Very respectfully, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. Wappy Tompson, 
Chairman of Committee on Military Afairs, 
House of Represeniatives. 


HEADQUARTERS, Army of Florida, 
Tampa, January 16, 1841. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I have just 
arrived from Pease Creek and Panta Russa. I 
visited those pleces for the purpose of meeting a 
party of the Seminoles and inducing them to come 
in, 
I did not succeed in obtaining an interview with 
those chiefs; but several of their people came to 
see me, accompanied by twoof the delegation from 
Arkansas. 
return in eight days with a part, if not the whele, 
of their peopie, and embark on board ihe steam- 
boat which I shall dispaten to meet them, 

I have promised the two chiefs each five thou- 
sand dollars, and agreed to pay every warrior who 


They united in saying that they would | 


comes in thirty doilars, and give him a rifle, blan- : 


ket and clothing, To tulfil this and other 
promises which I have made to the Indians, 
I trast there will be no delay in forward. 
ing to me or Captain Page the necessary 
sum of money; of in ordering Captain Arm- 
s‘rong to raport to me, with tke funds committed 
to him, fer the purpose of facilitating the emigra- 
tion. 

Thirty or forty Indians are expected here in a 
few daysfrom the head of the Withlaeccchie. They 
desired an escort to protect them from the Micka- 
sukies, which was accordirgly furnished. 

A considerable number cf the Tallahassees are 
now in at various points. I shall concentrate them 
here as soon as practicable. I respectfally enclose 
herewith a report from Lieut. Col. Leomis, com- 
manding at Fort Clinch, where Echo-emathla, 
chief of the ‘Tallahassees, has doubtless arrived 
ere this, Tam, sir, &. 

W. K. ARMISTEAD, 
Brig. Gen, Commanding in Florida. 
Hoa. J. R. Poser, 
Secretary of War. 

P. S. $100,000 will probably be required for the 

objects mentioned in this letter. 


Mr. W. THOMPSON said he would now ask, 
with the general consent of the House, that he 


might be allowed to present a bill relating to that ! 


object, and move that the Houte resolve itself into 
a Committee of the Whole for the purpose of con- 
sidering it. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia suggested that when 
the House shouid go into Commitice of the Whole, 
and take up the pension bill, the proposition of Mr. 
THomeson could be offered es an amendment 
toit 

Mr. PROFFIT was about making an appeal to 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Joxzs,] and to 
the House, as this was the last day on which any 
thing could be done on “the bill to confirm to the 
State ef Indiana the land selected for that portion 
of the Wabash and Erie canal, which lies betweea 
the mouth of Tippecanoe river and ‘Terre Haute, 
and for other purposes: when 

The question on going into a committee of the 
Whole was again stated; and thereupon 

Mr. ADAMS csiled for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. ‘ 

Mr. W. THOMPSON inquired whether the ques- 
tion was on bis motion or on that of the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Jones | 


Tne SPEAKER replied, on the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. PICKENS asked whether the House, after 
going into a Committee of the Whole, could not 
take up any subject they chose. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

The qnestion was then taken, and resulted—y eas 
92, nays 92, - 

There being a tie, the SPEAKER voted in the 
afirmative. ; 

So the rules were suspended. 

The House then resolved itself into'a Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. Crizrorp in the chair,) and 
took up the following bill, reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means on the 18:h of Decem- 
ber Jast, viz: 

A BILL making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of revolutionary and other pensions of the 
United States, for the year eighteen hundred 
and forty-one. ` 
Beit enacted by the Senate aud House of Representa» 

tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the foliowing sums be, and the 
same are hereby appropriated, in addition to 
former appropriations, to be paid outef any money 
in the Treasury nor other vise appropriated, for the 
pensioners of the United States, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-one: 

For the revolationary pensions under the act of 
the eighteenth of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and eighteen, three hundred and fourteen 
thousand dollars; 

For the payment of invalid pensions, one 
hundred and seventy thousand dollars; 

For pensions to widows and orphans under the 
act of the fourth of Juiy, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-six, four hundred and forty- 
eight theusand two hundred and forty-ore dollars; 

For five years’ pensions to widows under the act 
of the seventh of July, one thousand cight hundred 


and thirty eight, one hundred and sixty-sight 
thousand three handred and fourteen dollars; 

For half pay pensions, payable through the 
offices of the Second and Third Auditors, five 
thousand dollars; 

For airearages, payable throuzh the Second 
Auditors cflice six hundred dollars; 

For atreareges, payable through the Taird 
Auditors’ effice one thousand dollars. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON then offered to 
amend the bill, by adding the following: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That one hun- 
dred thousand dollars be, and the same is herety, 
appropriated, to be expended under the direction 
of the Secretary of War, for the benefit of such of 
the Seminole chiefs and warriors as may surren- 
der for emigration. 

Mr. PETRUKIN desired to know whether that 
amendment was in order. 

Afier some discussion of a conversational cha- 
racter, the CHAIR decided that the amendment 
was in order. : 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON observed that it 
would be uunecesstry ior him to say any thing in 
relation to the exp&iieney of adopting the amend- 
raent, inasmuch as tbe facis furaished by the Secre- 
tary would make that apparent to all. He then 
proceeded to say that Iie had said long ago that we 


would never be able tond ihat disastrous. war in 
any way but by negotiation, It was foolish to at- 
tempt to fight or to drivelof thedndians, under such 
eireumstanees, When wà could buy them cf at a 
much less expense. \ í 

After some further remarks, Mr. T. alluded to 
the growing power and amiition of Great Britain, 
and the extremely delicate pesition in_ which we 
were placed in relation to that power. Looking at 
all this, he observed the man mast be silly ito sup- 
pose that she would sufer McLeod, one of her 
citizens, to be executed by us for obeying theavow- 
ed order of his Government. Mr. T. then alluded 
to the facilities of Great Britain in the Westin- 
dies, ete. for annoying us in case of a war, and 
wondered at the supinene:s of Southern gentlemen 
on the subject. 

I: might be said, however, that we should lose | 
our dignity by thus ending the war by negotiation. 
That was out of the question, for our dignity was 
gone already. But it would be recollected that we 


had not been conflicting with Indians only, but. with; 
nature. Wehadbeen struggling against theelis- 
mate, swamps, marshes, and. other inaécessible 
places. He ‘then referred to the unsuccessful: 
struggle of England in the Maroon war for‘eigbty 
years, under similar circumstances, - and. “which 
was at last ended by negotiation, Mr. T: concluded 


“by expressing his belief that this was the important 


crisis for an advantageous termination -of the war 
in Florida. ; 

Mr. PROFFIT understood that the sum required 
by the amendment was to perfect an agreement that 
had been made for terminating that war. If so,he 
would vote for it, as it was enough forhim to know 
that it was recommended by the party now in pows 
er. Under these circamstances, he would vote for 
it, although it had been a million. f y 

Mr. P. then complained of the peculiar tone re- 
cently assumed in the debates, on. all appropria- 
tions, with relation to the growing powers of Great., 
Britaia. But why was Great Britain selected in 
preference to other countries? Why was nothing 
said about.France? The latter country might send 
her seventy-four gun ships to batter down forts:in 
South America—she might extend her power in 
Africa, and do other things, without a word being 
said. But it appeared that Great Britain alone had: 
been selected as the theme for declamation. Now 
if gentlemen were for war, why did. they not pro- 
pose it, and not talk about it. All the difference 
between them and Great Britain was, that while 
they talked, Great Britain acted. That was all the 
difference. g - 

Mr. W. THOMPSON saidif the gentlemen alluded 
to him, he was the last man on that floor to go to 
wat; nor would he do it unless forced into it. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he believed it. But at this 
lime, when there was not a speck of war, what 
use was there for gentlemen to make such speeches 
about Great Britain and hergrowing power? Great 
Britain was not arming? She was merely main- 
taining her position as a great nation, and why did. 
not we follow her examp'e? He also objecied to 
our anticipating the action of the courts in New 
York in relation to the case of McLecd. 

Mr. P. hoped this.question of war would not: be, 
canvassed in this way, for if suffered it would lead 
to inerminable debate. Let us, said Mr. P.-confiae 
the dekate to the subject of the Florida war, and pot 
by these war speeches sanction the idea that the 
American Congress is secretly harboring the spirit 
of war, when it has not the courage to declare it. 

Mr. PETRIKIN could not go for the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina, He, 
Mr. P. wished to act with proper caution ia these 
matters. He did not wish those scenes to. be enact- 
ed over again, when the Indians had been furnish- 
ed with blankets, powder, ball, and oiher things, 
and had then turned round and massacred men, 
women and children. 

Mr, P. was not in favor of countenancing 
the usurpation of power by ery general officer. 
Where had General Armis'ead the power to give 
h s pledge to the Indians, on the part of this Go- 
vernmen!? Were we, by the adoption of this 
amendment, to sanction this usurpation ef powei? 
Mr. P. proceeded to say that, although he was a 
party man, his perly did not teach him to act con- 
trary to the principles of right. His party did not 
teach him subornation of perjury. Besides, he 
had another objection. Proper time ought to be 
allowed for an inquiry into this matter. He, for 
one, was notin favor of voting away a hundred 
thousand dollars, without a report from a commit- 
tee to show the why and wherefore. ; ; 

Mr. GEDDINGS then took the floor, and, at 
great length, went into an investigation of the 
causes, history, eie. of the Florida war. 9: 

r. G. in the course of his remarks, which he 
said were already written out, commented largely 
on the Abolition question, the kidnapping of ne- 
groes, ete. as having a powerful agency in the cause 
of the hostilities in Fiorida. 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER followed; and was 
makiag some very keen remarks on the subject of 
kidnapping, and how the sympathies of Abolition 
gendemen were affected by circumstances, when, 
at the request of several members, he gave way-to 
a motion that the committee rise.. That: motion, 
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prevailing, the committee. rose and reported pro- 
tess, 

è Mr. ALBERT SMITH moved the House do 
adjourn. ë : 

‘Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays; 
which. were ordered. 

The motion to adjourn was then withdrawn. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, from the Committee on 
Ways and Means, reported a bill making appropri- 
ations for'certain fortifieations for the present year; 
which was read twice, referred to a. Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EASTMAN. of New Hampshire, after 
some difficulty in obtaining the floor, on leave in- 
troduced a bill to extend for five years the act, ap- 
proved July 7, 1838, granting half pay and pen- 
sions to certain widows. ; 

After some appropriate remarks from Mr. E. 
the bill was read twice, committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. J. L. WILLIAMS of Ten- 
nessee, it was 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on the J udiciary 
inquire into the expediency of so changing and ad- 
justing the circuits of the United States courts as 
to distribute and equalize, as far as practicable, the 
labor of the judges. 

The House then adjourned. 


Nore.—The Senate bill providing for a settle- 
ment of the claims of New Hampshire, was, some 
time ago, real twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, February 9, 1841. 


The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a message 
from the Pesident of the United States, transmit- 
ting a report of the Commissioners for the explora- 
tion and survey of the Northeastern boundary, 
with reference to a further appropriation for the 
completion of the duty assigned to them. The 
message was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
showing the quantity of public land ceded to cach 
of the respective States for certain specified pur- 
poses; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. : 

Mr. PIERCE presented certified copies of pa- 
pers in the Pension Office, in support of the claims 
of Margaret Miller and Elizateth Whitman to 
pensions; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the Committee on 
Pensions was instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to Molly Luther, widow 
of a Revolutionary soldier. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the joint memorial of 
the General Assembly of Illincis, praying the esta- 
blishment of a Marine Hospital at the city of Cai- 
re; which was referred to ths Committee on Corm- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial of 
citizens of Warren county, Mississippi, in favor of 
the passage of a general bankrupt law; which was 
laid on the table, 

Mr. GRAHAM presented a memorial of Mur- 
ray and Spencer; which referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to waich was referred the bill for therelief of 
Langtree and Jenkins, reporied the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. CLAY of A'abama, from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, to which a resoluiion on the sub- 
ject was yesterday referred, reported a billto annex 
the Cherokee territory, in the State of Alabama, to 
the Coosa land district, and the removal of the land 
office of said district. 

Oa motion of Mr. C. the bill was then reconai- 
dered as in committee of the whoie, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, the bill further sup- 
plementary to. an act entitled “An act to establish 
the judicial courts of the United States,” passed the 
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24th of September, 1789, was taken up and consi- 


-dered as in committee of the whole, and ordered to 


be engrossed for a third reading. 

_ Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill 
authorizing the States to tax any lands within their 
limits sold by the United States; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill fer the relief cf De 
Peyster and Croger; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

The Dill to alter one of the terms of the circuit 
court of the District of Ohio, and for other purposes; 
and 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Daniel Pet- 
tibone, deceased, were severally read a third time 
and passed. 
° ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the relief of Jacob Pennell and others, 
owners of the Eliza of Brunswick; 

The bill for the relief of the Steamboat Company 
of Nantucket; 

The bill for the relief of Caspar W. Wever; 
and 

The bill for the relief of certain companies of 
Missouri volunteers; were severally considered as 
in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The bill to revive the act entitled “An act to en- 
able the claimants to land within the limits of Mis- 
souri and Territory of Arkansas to institute pro- 
ceedings to try the validity of their claims,” ap- 
proved the 26:h of May, 1824, and an act amend- 
ing the same, and extending the provisions of said 
acts to claimants to land within the States of Lou- 
isiana and Mississippi, was taken up on motion by 
Mr. 


amended was discussed by Messrs. KING, LINN; 
SEVIER, and BAYARD, and was then ordered fo 
be engrossed for a third reading. \ Š 
THE BANKRUPT LAW. \ f 

The bill to establish a uniform system of bank- 
rupicy throughout the Unired States was ta up, 
as In committee of the whole 

Mr. HENDERSON resumed the debate, and re- 
viewed the operation of the law as proposed by the 
Senator from New Hampshire, if adopted, on 
banking and other incorporations, and the power of 
Congress so farto exiend such a provision. If 
this bill could made to inelude one incorporation, 
he argued that it could be extended to all incorpo- 
rations; and, consequently, a township, a city, a 
county, or a State, and, in short, any thing that had 
a corporate existence, could be embraced; but he 
denied that such power existed in that body. 

Mr. WALKER did not intend to have taken 


part in this discussion; bat after the course which | 


this debate has taken, and after the doctrines had 
been expressed which he had heard promulgated 
during that debate, he could not abstain from some 
remark. The constitutional question which was 
here involved, was of the highest importance—it 
struck atthe very existenee of our institutions— 
and if the doctrine which had been there promul- 
gated, could be sustained as the constitutional views 
of that bedy, it would be attended with calamitous 
consequences. What was it? It was that a State, 
by the grant of a charter to her citizens, can ex- 
empt them frem the operation of the powers grant. 
ed by the Constitution to the United States. That 
was the question, and it was one of solemn import; 
for if a State, by granting a charter to any number 
of her citizens, can exempt them from the operation 
of the powers granted to th's Government, she can 
exempt all her citizens from the operation of that 
power. And ifshecan exempt her citizens from 
the operation of one power of this Government, 
she can exempt them from ‘the operation of 
all its powers, and thereby nuliify and over- 
throw the Government itself. That was the 
question. It was that a number of individuals 
of a State, by obtaining an act of incorporation as 
a bank, can override, by that legislative authority, 
all the granted powers of this Government. And 
this must be admitted to be a question of solemn 
import. Power was vested in Congress to establish 


LINN, who proposed several amendments |} 
thereto, which were agreed to; and the bill as’ 


a uniform system of bankruptey; and over whom 
was it to operate? The citizens of every State of 
the Upion. And what was asked on the other 
side? Why, that a certain number of citizens, by 
obtaining a charter of incorporation from the State 
Legislature, may rise up and exempi themselves 
from the operation of the granted powers of this 
Government. He (Mr. Watner) was ready to 
defend the just rights of the Stafes on any occasion, - 
buthe should not assist them in their attempt to 
usurp the rights granted by the Constitution, and 
by every State of the Union, to this Government! 
This power, then, of the General Government, 
being undeniable, he would ask whether a State 
could exempt her citizens from the operation of 
this power in any mode; for if she could do it by 
the grant of charters of incorporation, she could 
do it in any other mode. 

And again, bankers were individuals who were 
engaged in trade; there were banks that were in- 
corporated and banks that were not incorporated; 
and a bankrupt law was to be passed to operate on 
all the people of the Union; the powers given to 
Congress were to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy; but if the doctrine here proclaimed 
were to be admitted, the law would not operate 
with entire uniformity throughout the Union, as it 
would be stopped on the very threshold of those 
States that thus assumed the power to exempt their 
citizens from the operation of the law. Now hede- 
nied that the States possessed any such power to 
exempt their citizens from the operation of th's or 
any other power vested in this Government. The 
powers so vested in this Government were supreme, 
any thing in any State laws to the contrary not- 
withstanding; and he called upon Senators to consi- 
der the importance of the question whether any and 
every State, by granting to all and any of her citi- 
zens—for if she could exempt one she could ex- 
empt . all—charters of incorporation could thus 
override the powers of the General Government. 
Now he found there were many powers granted by 
the Constitution to this Government, and could the 
States at their pleasure exempt their citizens from 
the operation of all these powers? Take, for in- 
Stance, the taxing power.. Were. corporations ex- 
empted from the operation of the taxing power of 
this Government? Were individuals exempted 
from it by receiving charters of incorporation? if 
so, this Government has no taxing power, or it is 
destroyed at the will and pleasure of the States, for 
they had only to cover their citizens by a State 
charter of incorporation. But who would venture 
to assert that the States had such power? And was 
not the bankrupt power as clearly delegated to Con- 
gress as this taxing power? or was one power 
granted to Congress a sovereign power, and the 
other a limited power. No; the bankrupt power 
was just as clearly delegated as any other. But 
again: this Government has the right to collect du- 
lies on imports; but may not the States grant char- 
ters of incorporation to wholesale importers; and 
will those charters exempt them from paying the 
duties on their importations within the limits of the 
State? If charters of incorporation could exempt 
bankrupts from the operation of the power of this 
Government, might not importing companies, by 
similar charters, be exempt from the operation of 
the Jaw levying duties on impoits. Take again 
the powers of the Government to levy war. Now 
they knew that, in many States, there were incor- 
porated volunteer companies; and if this Govern- 
ment could not apply its powers to those corps, 
because they were incorporated, this Government: 
has no power to make war, for these chartered 
companies were not subject to this Government. 
They might take up ether cases in succession, 
and they might strike out all the powers vested in 
Congress; for the sections of the Constitntion 
conferring such powers, were but so many 
dead letters: if these charters were so many 
exemptions from the operation of the powers 
of this Government. He then proceeded to 
reply to the arguments of the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Catsoun] of the previous day, and 
he contended that the township commissioners, &e 
to whem that honorable Senator had referred, were 
but quasi corporations for the transaction of publie 
and not private business—that they were not be- 
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yond the control of the. repealing power of the 
State, and were in fact; and in the language of the 
best American authorities. quasi officers, as much 
as a constable, a sheriff, or a county board of po- 


lice, for the transaction for the- Siate of its 
local business within its legitimate sphere. 
The distinction, then, was clear between 


“Gorporaiions for public and corporaticns for 


private purposes, the one being for the trans- 
action of the business of the States, and the other 
of individuals unconnected with the sovereignty of 
the States. Buta plea was here set up that private 
incorporations for the transaction of private busi- 
ness under a contract with State Legislatures, 
should be exempt from the powers of this Govern- 
ment. Here then were exemptions claimed for 
incorporations that were not the agents of the 
States; that were not subject to the repealing 
power of the States, but were corporations of pri- 
vate individuals for the transaction of private basi- 
hess, without exercising any of the power of sove- 
reign authority of the States. They were en- 
gaged in private pursuits, and now they came in 
and asked, on account of an engagement with the 
States for the transection of their own private 
business, to be exempt from the powers of 
this Government. The gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina, yesterday, had cited a case in which it was 
decided that they could not tax branches of the 
Bank of the Union; but if that honorable Senator 
would look again at that decision, he would find 
that it was decided on the ground that the bank was 
a public corporation—the fiscal agent of the Go- 
vernment—and that all its branches were equally 
the agents of the Government; and on that ground 
alone was the exemption proncunced. If it had 
been a private corporation, it would have been sub- 
ject to the taxing power. The decision, then, went 
to show that they might tax banks, so long as they 
were private incorporated companies, chartered for 
private gain and emolument; and that a public cor- 


poration which was the fiscal agentof the Government | 


was beyond the taxing power. But were these 
trading bank incorporations the fiscal agents of the 
Government of this Union? Were they the officers 
of the Government? Did they transact its fiscal 
business? If so, how dared they assert that their 
-charters were beyond the repealing power and the 
control of the Government|that made them? What! 
was the fiscal agent beyond the power that created 
it? There never was such an agency established 
on earth: the authority that made it could recall or 
change its powersat pleasure; and, as the banks were 
not the agents of the Government, they were not ex- 
empt from the taxing power of the State or of the Ge- 
neral Government. A case had occurred in Rhode 
Island in which the Supreme Court had decided that 
the State did possess this taxing power, and if the 
State did, why did not the General Government? 
And if these private incorporations were subject to 
the taxing power, could any good reason be given 
why they were not subject to the bankrupt power? 
But they had been told they must not touch State 
banks, or banks of which the State was proprietor 
in whole or in part. Now, if gentlemen wished to 
exempt State banks from the operation of the sec- 
tion under discussion, let them move an amend- 
ment for that purpose; but he denied, so far as the 
question of power was concerned, that a bank was 
exempt because it had a State as a partner. Why 
had not the same tribunal to which the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina had referred—the Su- 
preme Court of the Union—decided that when a 
State becomes a ‘partner in a bank or other incor- 
poration, it lays down its sovereignty and has no 
more power, as a member of that corporation, than 
the humblest individual? It was not then,jo he 
viewed as a State, but asa co-partner, nor other- 
wise thanas an individual partner; andifa State 
becomes a banking company, itis clearly unconsti- 
tutional; for a State has not the authority to emit 
bills of credit. He pronounced, then, that the 
power claimed to exempt these chartered com. 
panies from the operation of the power of 
the General Government, was an unjustifiable 
assumption of power, which was not pes- 
sessed by a potentate of France or Russia, 
Now, if there ever was a period when this bankrupt 


power ought to be applied to the banks, it was now, 


when the explosions around them were like the re- 
port of artillery on the battle-field, where searcely 
had the sound of one ceased to reverberaie on the 
ear before they had another and another in quick 
and quicker succession, and they were surrounded 
with the wrecks and fragments of banking institu- 
tions. When the banks ceased to answer the ob- 
ject for which they were created, they ought 
to be subject, like any other insolvent trad- 
ing company, to the bankrupt power of the 
‘Union; or if an exemption should exist at all, 
it ought to be in favor of the unfortunate private 
trader, and not of the banking company which was 
invested with so many exclusive privileges. If 
there were any of these banking companies that were 
more mismanaged than others, it was those whic 
were owned in whole or in part by the States— 
they were more corrupt and corrupting, for they 
both corrapted States and individuals; and had they 
not seen a report in regard to one of these banks 
which was owned by one of the States of the Union, 
by which loans to the amount of $700,000 had been 
made to the State Legislature to which it was re- 
sponsible—yes, it had‘ been found upon exami- 
hation—upon an opening of “the secrets of 
the prison house,” that the members of thesLe- 
gislature stood indebted to that bank to the 
amount of $700,000, and yet it was asked that 
the S:ate Legislature should possess the power to 
apply to-that bank the operation of a bankrupt law ! 
Why, this was a reason why that Legislature was 
not the proper depository of such power.. It would 
be, in fact, the debtors applying a bankrupt law to 
the creditors. And what had they seen in his na- 
tive State (Pennsylvania) but a few days ago? 
Why, the State borrowing 400,000 dollars from 
a bank which in a few days’ afterwards ex- 
ploded; and yet that Legislature was to pos- 
“sess the power to apply a bankrupt. law to 
that incorpora-ion. Now, he would say to the 
gentlemen that were friends of the banks, that if 
they wished to save the system from total annihi- 
lation, they must take a new latitude and change 
the point of their compass, for they could only be 
sustained by the public contiderce. Now they 
could suspend at pleasure, and sst the State Legis- 
latures at defiance; and it became the people of the 
States to apply an appropriate remedy. They had 
recently bzen told that the Bank of England re- 
quired twenty-six years to resume; and what was 
that but to inform the people of this Union that a 


certain bank must have the some period 
to resume as its great prototype? He 
waS not aware that any other power could 


prevent suspension, except the powers to be 
possessed by a bankrupt law; and this would ope- 
rate on the instincts of these incorporations whose 
sole object was money-making. Wish such a law 
in exisience, they would not dare to flvod the coun- 
try with millions on miilions of their paper money, 
for they would know that there existed a decree, 
which was fixed and irrevocable, which would fol- 
low and punish every abuse of power. Afier a 
few other observations, the honorable gentleman 
concluded with a brief recapitulation of the argu- 
ments he had adduced in the course of his ad- 
dress. 


Mr. CALHOUN said the Senator from Missis- 
sippi had misapprehended his argument ona pre- 
ceding day. The question was not whether a State 
can exempt individual citizens from the operation 
of the powers of this Government, but whether, 
when the State has exercised its acknow- 
ledged powers, this Government can exercise 
powers destructive of the aeknowledged pow- 
ers of the Sates, and consequently all the 
remarks of the Senator from Mississippi, funded 
on that misapprebension, fell to the ground. He 
(Mr. Cary ux). had no doubt the General Go- 
vernment might tax individeals composing iscor- 
porations, and the corporations themselves; for, ac- 
cording to his estimate of the taxing power, it was 
to get money and not to destroy, for destruction 
would defeat its own objeet. With respect to the 
decision cf the Supreme Court, he had no hesita- 
tion to express the opinion that it was wrong. 


He believed the State had the right to levy the tax, 
and he believed the Senator from Mississippi 
i was wreng in supposing the decision was founde 


on the assumption that the bank was a publie and 
not a private corporation. Be that as it might, his 
(Mr. Catoun’s) memory could not be mistaken 
on the point that the taxing power was treated as 
a power to destroy; but he thought it was ‘the re- 
verse of that. But to proceed to another point. 
The Senator from Mississippi had placed his ar- 
gument,as he (Mr. Catnoun) understood it; on, 
the ground that the bankrupt power was an abso- 
lute power, ` f ; 


He (Mr. CaLHoun) understood it might exiend to 
all cases of debtor and creditor, and that was what 
he understeod .by absolute power. 
was a technical term,and he concurred with the Se-, 
nator from New York,[Mr. Wrieat,] and with the. 
Senator from New Jersey,[Mr. Watt,] who made 
a report on the subject last year, that it was limite 

‘ed to creditors and not to debtors, and that such had 
been the basis of all bankrupt laws heretofore con- 
sidered or proposed for adoption, and consequently 
that it was destructiveof voluatary bankruptcies, 
which were treated as mere insolvencies. Now 
what was the difference between public and private 
corporations? The one was said to be an incorpo- 
tion for individual and special interest; but were 


not all created for a public purpose, or under the ` 


plea of a public purpose? It would be a gross 
abuse of power to confer such privileges, unless it 
were to promote soms public object; and the peo- 
ple of the United States believed these private in- 
corporations were useful in promoting trade, and 
navigation, and commerce, and so forth. If such, 
then, were the object, what possible difference could 
it make whether the interests were separate or 
otherwise? 

After a few other observations he defended the 
right of the States to exercise authority over the 
banks of the States, and to insist upon forfeitures 
for suspension; and he inquired whether it had 
come to this, that Congress was to interfere because 
the State Legislatures were too indolent or too 
corrupt to doit. He was of opinion that it was 
not for Congress to undertake it He then stated 
varions grounds on which he opposed this proposi- 
tion. He opposed it as leading to a breaking up of a 
system in which the debts and credit of the country 
were concentrated, because it would force ona uni» 
versal settlement allover the land, and because they 
could notdo it withouta violation of the Constitution; 
and also because, if they adopted this proposition, 
they would geta principle which would include 
every township in New England. For these and 
other reasons, he opposed this proposition. 


Mr. WALKER. Tue Senator from South Caro- 
lina admits the power of this Government to tax 
these institutions, but denies the power of includ- 
ing them within the compulsory provisions of a 
bankrupt law. Now is not.the power as expressly 
granted in the Constitution in the. one case as in 
the oiher? The Senator contends for their exemp- 
tion cn the ground that they are established for 
public purposes. But the banks themselves 
claim that they were established for private 
purposes, and deny the power of the State 
to revcke or annul their charters. The case 
of MacCulloch, in 9th Wheaton, expressly de- 
cided that the Bank of the United States was 
exempt from taxation by a State, because she was 
a fiscal agent of the General Government. In re- 
ply to the argument that banks in whole or in part 
owned by States, were State agents, he would say 
that if the officers of thes: banks were elected and 
paid by the State, snd the Siate were responsible 
tor their issues, then they might, with s¢me plausi- 
bility, ask to be exempted from the operations of a 
bankrupt law. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, the cfficers of the 
State bank of Alabama were elected by the Le- 
gislature of the State, and they were as much the 
egents of the Siale, as the township officers were 
of the Statesin New England. Before Congress 
can apply the compulsory provisions of a bank- 
rapt Jaw to these institutions, they must first deny 
the power of the Slates to incorporate banks, 
They should come out beldly and adveeate an ex- 
clusive metallic currency. He should not go with 
them in that, ashe would not go for the present 
proposition. The Senator from Mississtppi had 
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atluded.to the lamentable condition of the banks of 
Alabama. .He was not willing that this Govern- 
ment should interfere in the affairs of his State, 
and especially those which were within the exclu- 
sive province of his State, What was the purport 
of this whole matter, but saying that the States 
were either unable or unwilling to manage their own 
affairs. The Senator alludes to the deplorable con- 
_ dition of these banks, and speaks of this Govern- 
“ment as the only power which can correct the evil. 
He, (Mr. Cray) for one, would be glad to see the 
Federal Government attend to its own affairs, and 
“attend to them successfully. He thought the ques- 
tion had assumed no new shape since the brief dis- 
cussion of yesterday, nor, indeed, since the last ses- 
sion, when he had moved to strike banks from 
the bill. As to the taxing power of this Govern- 
ment, he held it to be strictly limited to revenue 
purposes. Because the tanks in Mississippi, or in 
Alabama, or in any other State, were in a bad con- 
dition, was with him no argument in favor of our 
travelling oat of our constitutional sphere to apply 
@ corrective. 

Mr. SEVIER, having obtained the floor, said it 
must be apparent to every Senator that there was 
not the remotest chance of this bill passing Con- 
gress at the present session; and to prevent a fur- 
ther waste of the time of the Senate, he moved to 
lay the bill on the table. | 

Before the question was taken, a motion for ad- 
journment was made, which prevailed; 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, February 9, 1841. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
resolve itself-into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and proceed to the censidera- 
tion of the bill making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of Revolutionary and other pensioners of the 
United States for the year 1841.” 

The SPEAKER informed Mr, Jonrs that this 
was the day set aside for the consideration of the 
bills relating to steamboat disasters, eie. 


Mr, JONES would iben ask that the special or- | 
der be postponed until Thursday nex, because | 


all the important appropriation bills had yet to be 
acted upon. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD szid that if Thursday 
should be set aside for the special order, he weuld 
have no objection to its postpcnement until that 
day. ` 

The question was then taken on postponing the 
special order, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the special order was postponed until Thurs- 
day next, 

Mr. ©. JOHNSON submitted the following re- 
solation: 


Resolved, That on and after to morrow, the daily | 


hour of meeting of this House shall be elevea 
o’clock, until otherwise ordered. 

Objection being made to the reception of the re 
solution, 

Oa mctionof Mr. C. JOHNSON, the rules were 
suspended; and 

The question was taken on the passage of the 
revolution, and decided in the affirmative. 

The House then, on the motion of Mr. JONES 
of Virginia, reselved itself into a Con:mittee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cire- | 


PORD in the chair) and resumed the consideration 
of the 
PENSION BILL. 
The question pending was on ine amendment of- 
fired hy Mr, Wappy Tnomrson on yesterday, ap- 
propriating $100,C00 for the benefit o 3 
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gration. 

Mir MARK A. COOPER being entitled to the 
floor, resumed his remarks from yerierday, in reply 
to Mr. GIDDINGS: 

The latter having, at great length, allemp'ed to 
show that the origin of the Ferida war was atri- 


Io the course of the remarks of My. C. allusion 
was made to the dispuie between Georgia and 


; such Semi- j 
nole chiefs and warriorsas may surrender for emi- | 


Maine, in relation to the alleged kidnapping of cer- 


tain negroes. 


Mr. EVANS of Maine made several explana- 
tions on thatsubject, which will appear when the 
debate shall be written eut. 

Mr. COOPER was proceeding to comment upon 
that subject, when he was called to order by the 
-Cuar on the ground of irrelevancy. 

Mr. BLACK observed that his colleague was 
merely -replying to what the gentleman from Obio 
[Mr. Gippines] had advanced yesterday; and inas- 
much as that gentleman had been permitied to go 
on making charges, he (Mr. B.) cculd not con- 
ceive how his colleague could be out of order in re- 
plying to those charges. The gentleman from Ohio 
was permitted to make an anti-slavery speech on 
yesterday; and if the Chair decided that his col- 
league [Mr. Cooper] was notin order in replying 


to it, he (Mr. B.) would take an appeal from that | 


decision. 

The CHAIR observed that as the gentleman was 
referring to negro stealing in Ohio, and alluding to 
the object, etc. of those engaged, he had thought it 
his duty to call him to account for irrelevancy. 

Mr. ADAMS said, yes; and in addition to that 
the gentleman from Georgia has made a pointed 
personal allusion to him; and he desired the gen- 
tleman might be permitted to go on, in order that 
he, Mr. A. might have an opportunity of answer- 
ing him. 

Mr. WISE desired to know if the gentleman 
from Georgia was not replying tothe remarks of 
the gentleman from Ohio on yesterday, on the 
subject of negro stealing. If so, was he not in 
order? 

Mr. COOPER said, he had no notes of his own, 
and his remarks were founded on the notes he had 
taken of the written speech cf the gentleman from 
Ohio; so that he was confining himself strictly to 
what had been said by that gentieman, and for. 
which he had not been called to order by the 
CHAIR 

After some further explanations, 

Mr. BLACK took an appeal from the decision 
of the CnaR. 

And the question being taken on the appeal, the 
decision of the Crain was not sustained. 

Mr. COOPER then resumed His remarks, and 
proceeded at great length to show that the conclu- 
sions drawn by the gentleman‘from Ohio, in rela- 
tion to the causes of the Fiorida war, were erronea 
ous. Mr. C. also, atysome length, defended the 
State of Georgia from, esrtain charges preferred 
against her by the Abolitionists. 

Ar, BLACK said iat when he finished his 
speech the other day, hej did not think he would be 
calied up so soon again :to address the committee. 
But he would be derelicitto his duty, vet only asa 
Representative of Georgja, but as a citizen of the 
South, were he to permit: the extraordinary speech 
made by the gentleman‘of Okio to pass by in 
silence. 

Mr. B. then procseded to reply to Mr. Gippines 
to show how those, the burden of whose song is 
“human rights and human liberty,” in relation to 
Soulhern slaves, treat the free negroes who are 
residents cf the non-siaveholding States. At Mr. 
B’s request, many extracts were read from the Phi- 
lanthrepist, containing an article written by 
Mr. Jay, showing that, by the Jaws of Ohio, 
and many other of the free States, negroes were 
excluded from the elective franchise, the right of 
peition, from servingin the militia, from partici- 
patin= in the adminis:ration of justice, and that im- 
pediments were thrown into their way to debar 
them from the advantages of education, the enjoy 
ment ef religion, locomoiion, &c. and the opinion 
of the writer [Mr. Jay] was that “Ohio stood pre- 
emisent for her wickedness against this class of her 
population.” 

DIr. B. was procesding in his remarks, when he 
was called to order by several gentlemen, on the 
groand cf trrelevancy ia debate. 

Mr. BYNUM heped the gentleman from Geor- 
gia would be permitted to proceed. We had lis. 
tened (said Mr. B.) the better part of the whole of 
yesterday to the speech of the ge:lileman from 
Ohio [Mr. Gippinas] against the slaveholders of 
the South and their institutions, which was caleu- 
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lated to do incurable injury to that portion of the 
Union. . It was (said Mr. B.) the duty of every 
Represantative from the South promptly to meet 
his assailants on that subject. If the gentleman 
from Georgia should be arrested in delivering his 
sentimenis upon this vital and all-important sub- 
ject, Mr. B. said that he himself, as a small portion 
of the South, would claim to be heard. It was a 
subject, beyond every other, in which the Southern 
people possessed the deepest interest, and one about 
which they had been more deceived, in his opinion, 
than about any other upon the face of the earth; 
and, to be undeceived, it was only necessary for 
them to do justice to themselves in this matter, 
Well might gentlemen be afraid of the truth, as to 
the position of parties, going forth from this place. 

Mr. BLACK again resumed his remarks, and 
was proeeding further to reply to Mr. Grppinas, 
when 

Mr. RAYNER said, the discussion had gone far 
enough, and, in his opinion, it was only calculated 
to please a esrtain class of men in this House. Bee 
sides, the pension bill was before the committee, 
and the gentleman [Mr. Brack] was discussing 
Abolition. 

Mr. BYNUM said he knew whom the remarks 
of his colleague [Mr. Rayner] were intended to 
reach; but he would say, well might certain gen- 
tlemen: from the South wince, for this was, and 
ever must be, a tender subject to them. They were 
anxious (said Mr. B.) to arrest any discussion that 
would let the truth go to the South, and their posi- 
tion was becoming more evident, . 

Mr. BLACK resumed his remarks; and after fre- 
queat interrup‘ions, said he held in bishand a por- 
tion of an ancient book, He meant the Bible it- 
self. Now, sir, (remarked Mr. B.) call me to or- 
der withthe Bible in my hand. Lintend to read 
from the 7th chapter of Matthew, Ist, 24, 3d, 4th, 
and Sia verses. Mur. B. accordingly read as fol- 
lows: 

“1, Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

«2, For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall 
be judged; and with what measure ye mete, it shall 
be measured to you again. 

“3. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in 
thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that 
is in thine own eye? l 

“4, Or kow wilt thou say to thy brother, let me 
pull out the mote out of thine eye; and behold, a 
beam is in thine own eye. 

“5. Thou hypecrite, [Mr. B. pointed to Mr. Gio- 
DING:) first east owt the beam out of thine own 
eye; and then shalt thou see elearly to cast out the 
mote out of thy brother's eye.” 

Mr. B. contended that this passage of Seripture 
was applicable to Mr. Gippines. We of the South 
(said Mr. B.) say we have no mote in our eye, 
neither on the subject of slavery orany other sub- 
ject. I cali upon the gentleman, in the language of 
Holy Writ, “Thou hypecrite, first cast out the beam 
out of thine own eye; and then thou shalt see clearly 
to cast out the mote of thy brother’s eye,” 

Mr. B. then concluded his remarks; not, how- 
ever, without frequent interruptions on the ground 
of-irrelevancy. 

[The remarks ef Mr. B. are in a course of pre- 
paration, and will be given hereafter. ] 

Mr. DOWNING of Florida, in a very animated 
manner, defended his constituents from the charges 
brouzht against them by Mr. Gippinas, of stealing 
negroes from the Indians; etc. He, Mr, D. denied 
that the gentleman from Ohio had subsiantiated his 
charges by a single proof, 

Alluding to the ground taken by Mr. Gippines 
on the Abolition question, Mr. D, observed that, if 
ihe Whigs of the South imagined that individual 
who game by the cars this morning, sanctioned 
those principles, they would have said to him, “be- 
gone forever.” He, Mr. D. hoped it would not be 
understood by the country that the gentleman from 
Ohio was the representative, or the mouth piece on 
this subject of that great man (Harrison) who 
came from the same State. The gentleman cught 
to recollect that there were men of the Whig 
party acting with him on other: subjects, who in 
this matter would not torch him with a pair of 
tongs. 

Mr. D. coneluded by urging the immediate ap. 
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propriation of the sum required by the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana then obtained the floor, 
put gave way to a motion that the committee rise. 
On the question being taken, no quorum voted. 

The committee then rose, and reported that fact 
to the House. 

A motion to adjourn was then made, and decided 
in the negative-—yeas 27, nays 62. 

‘A call of the House was thea simulteneously de- 
manded by several members. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine renewed the motion to 
adjourn, which prevailed. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepxespay, February 10, 1841. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the reading of 
the journal was dispensed with. 

A message wasreceived from the House of Re- 
presentatives, announcing that the House was 
ready to receive the Senate, and to prozeed to 
count the votes for President and Vice President of 
the United States, in conformity with the Constitu- 
tion, and in pursuance of the joint resolution on 
‘that subject. 

On motion by Mr. KNIGHT, the Senzte pro- 
ceeded to the hail of the House of Representa- 
tives, preceded by their Secretary and Sergeant-at- 
Arms. 

After the votes had been counted, the Senators 
returned to the Senate chamber, where the follew- 
ing resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of one member be 
appointed by the Senate to join a committee of 
two members to be appointed by the House 
of Representatives, to wait on Wittiam Henry 
Harrison, of Ohio, and inform him that he has 
been constitutionally elected by the electors of the 
several States President of the United States for 
four years from. the 4th day of March, 1841. 
` Mr. PRESTON was appointed on the part of 
the Senate. 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate do 
cause Joun Tyuen of Virginia to be notified that 
he has been duly elected Vice Presitent of the 
United States for four years from the 4th of March, 
1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the War Department, far- 
nishing information from the Colonel of Ordnance, 
-in relation to the National Armories, 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to ap- 

’ point trustees for the investment of the Smithsonian 
fund. 

And the Seaate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, February 10, 1841. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, by leave, presented the 
resolutions of the Legislature ef Bhode Island, in 
favor of designating the same day throughout the 
United States for the ehcice of electors ‘of Presi- 
dent and Vice President; which were laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLARK, by leave, presented a petition of 
John Randall and Charles York, sureties of Silas 
Holmes, deceased, late collector of the customs ia 
the nineteenth collection district in the State of New 
York, praying to be released from all liabilities as 
sureties aforesaid; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Jadiciary. 

Mr. LEET asked leave to present and have re- 
ferred, the petitions of Benedict Reynolds and Wil- 
liam Stephenson, of Washington county, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Objection being made, they could not be reecived 
according to the “rules. 

Mr. ANDREWS submitted the following, which 
was read for information: 

Resolved, That at three o’cleck to-morrow the 
debate upon the bill No. 529, making appropriation 
for the payment of Revoluiionary and other pen- 
sioners of the United States for the year 1841, in 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, shall cease, and that the Committee shall, 
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at that time, “proceed to-vote upon said bill and 
such amendments as may be offered thereto; “and 
ha!l then report said bill, and such amendments an 
way have been agreed to by the committee, to the 
House. 

Objection being made to the reception of the re- 
solution, 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a suspension of the 
rules, and thereupon called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas.114, nays 11. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The resolution was then modified, so as to read 
“twelve o'clock to-morrow ” 

Mr. ANDREWS moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and 

The main question was then put, and decided in 
the affirmative. 

So the resolution was agreed to, 

Mr. BANKS asked leave to submit the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Port Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Gordon- 
ville, Orange county, to Madison Court House, Vir- 
ginia. 

Objection being made to the reception of the 
resolution, 

Mr. BANKS moved to suspend the rules; but 
the motion was negatived. 

Mr. LEET moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the morning hour of this day be 
appropriated to the presentation and reception of 
petitions. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. LEET moved a suspension of the rule, 

Mr. CARR wished to offer an amendment to the 
resolution, but 

The SPEAKER informed him that the resolu- 
tion was not open to amieadment. 

Mr. CARR. said it was his intention to move 
that the call commence with Lowa. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and decided in the negative. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Reperts from committees were then called for, 
when 

Mr. CRARY, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported Senate bill with amendments, en- 
titled “An act to authorize the Legislatures of the 
States of Arkansas, Louisiana, and Tennessee, to 
scll the lands heretofore appropriated for the use of 
schools in those States,” 

Mr. PECK moved to refer the bill, wita the 
amendments, to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. TURNEY hoped that the motion would not 
prevail, as it would defeat the measure. He de- 
sired that the bill be now taken vp and passed; 

nd could see no reason why it should be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. GiIDDINGS here asked the consent of the 
House to permit him to ailede to a matter personal 
to himself. He wished to call aitention to an ari- 
cle in the National Iniellizencer of this morning, 
and said that the character of his constitven's re- 
quired it. 

Bir. TURNEY objected, on the groand that there 
was another subject before ihe cusr. 


Mr. BRIGGS moved that Mr. Gippixes have 


leave to proceed. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So leave was granted. 

The article referred to by Mr. Guopinas was 
then read, as follows: 

“Mr. Tuomesoz of South Carelina would appeal 
to the honorable member from Georgia to say whe- 
ther it was prudent or proper, in this discussion of 
a topie (however imaroperly dragged into this de- 

bate) upon which every Southern man should only 
feel asa Southern man, to be proveking tb is fami- 
ly quarrel between Soat thern Whig gs and Seutbern 
Democrats; and whether it is just to regard the very 
obscurest ef the cbscwe members of the Whig party 
as an exponent cf the feelings and opinions of that 
party on this subject. Weuld i not be better, 
more fair, and rore just to waif ope short mont h 
and hear the distin: gnishe d bead of that party speak 
for himself? Mr. T. would pledge himself that 
Gen. Harrison will so speak and act upon the sab- 
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. shal, 
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ject of. Abolition. as. to. satisfy. even. the member 
from Georgia, and to seal forever his lips; except in 

raise.” 

Mr. GIDDINGS said that he took the first occa- 
(after the member from South | Carolina -[Mr. 
Tuomrson] had taken his ceat,) to notice thit sab- 
jeet. This he would not do, were the. bearing of 
that gentleman’s remarks confined to himself: sole- 
ly; but representing, as.he (Mr. G.) did, a constitu- 
ency as numerous and distinguished for their. md- 
ral excellence as those represented by any other 
member, he could not pass by this. matter in silence. 
The words (said Mr, G.) to whieh I allude, are 
printed in italics, aad I suppose they ‘are intended 
as a direct personal insult. 

In reply toa remark of Mr. Aurorp, which was 
not heard by the Reporter, 

Mr. G. said that it was related of a veteran mar- 
who had grown old in theservice of his 
country, and who had fought a hundred battles, 
that he happened to offend a young and fiery cffi- 
cer, who spat in bis face for the purpose of insult 
ing him. The General, taking his bandker- 
chief from his pocket, and wipmg his- face, 
remarked: “Ifl could wash ‘your blood. from 
my soul as easily as I can this: spittle from: my 
face, you should net jive another day.” 

I will (remarked Mr. G.) say to the ‘member 
from South Carolina [Mr. Fuompson] that I claim 
no siation superior to the most humble, nor infe- 
rior to the most exalted. In representing what J 
believe to be the views of my people, and what I 
deem their interests, and the interesis of the North, 
I made the remarks I did; and, in answer 
to which, the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
Coorer] made allusicn to my district, and 
the vote given at the late Presidential election. In 
reply to this, the gentleman from South Carolina 
took it upon himself publicly to assign me a sta» 
tion, “the very obseurest of the obscure members of the 
Whig party.” I say to the member, that at the 
North we bavea different mode of punishing in- 
sults from what exists at the South. With us, the 
man who wantonly assails another, is punished 
by public sentiment. To thatsentiment I appeal. 
It will do justice both to the member and myself. 

Mr. THOMPSON said that if the member from 
Ohio had understood him as reflecting upon’ his 
constituents, he (Mr. T.) was very sure no other 
member had. Mr. T. sat for hours listening to the 
coarse insul's of the member from Ohio upon ‘the 
whole Sonth. He would not say that he had 
writhed under those insult; on the contrary, they 
had produced no such efféct; and, if he had been 
in the place of the member from Georgia, 


(Mr. Coopmr,] he should have treated the 
remarks cf the member from Ohio. with a 
sovereign, profound, and silent contempt. He 


had sesa the almost universal disapprobation 
of the course of that member amongst the 
new members from the non-slaveholding States 
—a disapprobation almost as general and as 8 rong 
as that of the members trora the South. As to the 
estimation in wh ch he (Mr. T.) beld that member, 
this was a matter of taste; and Mr. 'T. believed 
that if an issue on the whole subject were presented 
to the Wonse, the opinion which he had expressed 
wou'd be sustained. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia said he only wanted 
to disclaim one thing on a point on which Mr. 


| THompson’s were predicated concerning the gentle- 
> to) 


man {rom Ohio; and that is, said Mr. C- that I 
never did, in word, deed, or thought, charge upon 
the Whigs, as a party, that whieh the genteman 
says I dd. 


| ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRE- 


SIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.: 
Tris being the day specially set apart by a joint 
resolution for the two Houses to convene in joint 
meeting at twelve o'clock, for the purpose of open- 
ing and ccunting the el lectoral votes given by the 
se veral States for President and Vice President of 
the United States, and the hour of 12 o'clock having 
arrived, ` 
On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, it was 
Ordered, That the Clerk inform the Senate that 
the House i is now ready to receive the Senate, and 
to proceed in opening the certificates, and in counte 
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‘ing the votes, of the Electors for President and Vice 
` President of the United States. 

The Clerk have delivered the said message, 

The Senate attended in the Hall of the House; 

the President of the Senate was invited to a seat pro- 
vided fot. him on the right of the Speaker, which 
he occupiéc; and the Senators having taken the | 
seats set apart for their accommodation, 
_. The Vick Presipzenr of the United States, in 
presence of the two Houses of Congress, proceeded 
to open the certificates of the Electors of President 
and Vice President of the United States, beginning 
‘with those of the State of Maine, snd ending with 
the State of Michigan; and the tetors, Mr. Pres- 
TON on the part of the Senate, and Mr. Cusnina 
and Mr. Joun W. Jones on the part of the House, 
having read, counted, and registered the same, 
making duplicate lists thereof, and the lists being 
compared, they were delivered to the Vice Presi 
DENT. of the United States, and are as follows: 


STATEMENT of the votes for President and Vice 
President of the United States for four years from 
4th March, 1841. ~ 


3 For President. | Vice President. 
= ses 
& | g s 
Sg o ad 2 Er š 
m t ake Em 2 
ga S| g8 | afzal § 
3g Stat Di =e EIS EIS S| 8 
ag ça £5 | as | BBR ESS 
Sm es | g2 [ge oMpoide 
3 g PS |BSleSlsoMs 
3 S S A Rt 5O P 
S 3 3 = |a [a [8 
3 im te z i {3 jE 
ka > 2 KBA 
10\Maine, ~ 30 - 10 
7\New Hampshire, - T SPT 
14|Massachusetts, H ~ 14 
4)Rhode Island, 4 - 4 
§|Connecticut, 8 m 8 
7|Vermont, 7 - 7 
42 New York, 42 ~ 42 
8i New Jersey, 8 - 8 
30) Pennsylvania, 30 - 30 
3/Delaware, 3 as 3 
10|Maryland, 10 - 10 
23) Virginia, = 23 e a+ | 
15/North Carolina, 15 - 15 
1}/South Carolina, - ou -]} -jN 
11/Georgia, ll -= 1l 
I Kentucky, 15 - 15 
15 Tennessee, 15 = 15 
21[Ohio, 21 - 2l 
ölLouisiana, 5 ©- 5 
4|Mississippi, 4 - 4 
9jindiann, 9 9 
Silinoie, z 5 -j 5 
TAlabama, ~ z -| 7 
4|Missours, - 4 -| 4 
3) Arkansas, - 3 -| 3 
3iMichigan, 3 - 3 
294/Whole No, of votes 234 60 1234/48) 11] 1 
1d8[Mainrity. = 
RECAPITULATION,. 
For President, 
Wainnram Henry Warsrson, of Ohio - - Qu 
Martin Van Buren, of New York - ws - 6 
RH 
For Vice President. 
Jonn Tyrsr, of Virginia se Bt 
Ricnarp M. JOHNSON, of Kentucky -~ ` - » 48 
Lurrreton W, Tazewer, of Virginia - - - u 
James K. Pork, of Tennessee - - ` . ` 1 
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The PRESIDENT of the Senate then announced 
the state of the vote to the two Houses of Gongress 
in joint meeting assembled, and declared that Wil- 
liam Henry Harrison of Ohio, having a majrrity of 
the whole number of electoral votes, is duly elected 
President of the United States for four years, com- 

_mencing with the fourth day of March next, 1841; 
and that Jobn Tyler of Virginia, haviog a majority 
of the whole number of electoral votes, is duly 
elected Vice President of the United States for four 
years, commencing with the fourth day of March 
next, 1841. 

-The joint meeting of the two Houses of Congress 
was then dissolved, and the Senate returned to its 
chamber. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Joint Committee ap- 
pointed to ascertain and report a mode for aseer- 
taing the votes for President and Vice President of 
the United States, and of certifying the persons 
elected of their’ election, presenting the following 
in continuation of their report: 
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Resolved, That a committee of one member of the 
Senate, to be appointed by that body to join 
a committee of two members of the House of 
Representatives, to be. appointed by that House, 
to wait on Wimouam Henry Harrison of 
Ohio, and to notify him that he has been duly 
elected President of the United States for four 
years, commencing with the 4th day of March, 
1841. . í 

The resolution was then adopted nem. con. 

The House then adjourned until L1.o’clock to- 
morrow morning. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, February 11, 1841. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of a 
number of the citizens of Lancaster county, Pa. 
praying the establishment of a mail route; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Oflice 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the memorial of the 
New Orleans and Nashville Railread Company, 
praying an extension of time for the payment 
of duties on railroad iron; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGEIT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the memorial of the General 
Assembly of Ilinois, of the Red river Railroad 
Company, and ef the New Orleans and Nashville 
Railroad Company, moved to amend the bill for 
relef certain railroad companies therein named, 
by including the above named companies within its 
provisions; which was agreed to; and the bill, as 
amended, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial of 215 
citizens of Ohio, praying for the recognition cf the 
independence of Hayti; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi-’ 
nance, to which was referred the House bill, au- 
thoriziag the issue of Treasury notes, reported the 
same without amendment,and gave notice, jn com- 
pliance with theinstructions of the committee, that 
he would to-morrow, at one o’clock, ask the Senate 
to take it up for consideration. 

Mr. FIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Lot Strick- 
lin, and the petition of Thomas Quantrill, asked 
to be discharged from-the further consideration 
thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TAPPAN presenied a petition of 214 citi- 
zens of Ohio, praying that the seat of the General 
Government may be removed from Washington to 
Cincinnati. Mr. T. said as there was not time to act 
upon this subject at the present session, he would 
move to lay it upon the table. 

On motion by Mr. ROANE, it was ordered, 
that Nicholas Pool have leave to withdraw his pe- 
tition and papers. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Frederick Seigle; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill for the relief of the 
owners of the British brig Despatch, made an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Linn, in relation to repeating fire arms, was 
agreed to. 


BILLS PASSED, 

The bill for the relief of Jacob Pennell and others, 
owners of the Eliza of Brunswick; 

The bill for the relief of the Steamboat Company 
of Nantucket; 

The bili for the relief of Caspar W. Weaver; 

The bill for the relief of certain companies of 
Missouri volunteers; and 

The bill to revive the act entitled “An act to en- 
able the claimants to land within the limits of Mis- 
souri and Territory of Arkansas to institute pro- 
ceedings to try the validity of their claims,” ap- 
proved the 26th of May, 1824, and an act amend- 
ing the same, and extending the provisions of said 
acts to claimants to land within the States of Lou- 
isiana and Mississippi; : 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judicia- | 


ry, to which the subject was referred, reported a 
bil for ascertaining and settling the Southern boun- 
dary line of the Territory of Iowa; which, after 
some remarks by Messrs. LUNN, SMITH of Indi- 
ana, ANDERSON, and WALL, was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. ` 

Mr. CRITTENDEN gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to prevent 
the interference of certain Federal officers in elec- 
tions. . 

Mr. HUBBARD from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of De Forest Manise; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Oneida county, remonstrating against the 
passage of any bankrupt Jaw which may be retro- 
active in its operations; which was laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Georgetown, and of that portion of the 
county of Washington west of Rock Creek, asking 
for a retrocession of that part of the District of 
Columbia to the State of Maryland; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Joint Committee ap- 
pointed to wait on Witt1am Henry Harrison, of 
Ohio, and inform him that he has been constitu- 
tionally elected by the electors of the several States 
President of the United States for four years from 
the 4th day of March, 1841, reported that they had 
performed the duty assigned them, and that Gen. 
Harrison said in reply, 

“That he receives this manifestation of tbe confi- 
dence of his countrymen with profound gratitude, 
and that he will earnestly devote himself to the 
discharge of the duties it imposes, so as, according 
to his best abilities, to promote the honor and wel- 
fare of the country.” . 

Mr. PRENTISS submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the act entitled “An act grantirg 
half pay and pensions to certain widows, approved 


| July 7, 1838,” ought not to be construed to deprive 


any widow of ils benefits, in consequence of her 
having married after the decease of the husband 
for whose service, she may claim to be allowed a 
pension or annuity under said act, provided she 
was a widow at the lime the same was passed; and 
that the Committee on Pensions be instructed to re- 
port a bill to that effect. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The following bills were severally taken up, con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading: 

The bill to authorize the granting letters testa- 
mentary and of administration to aliens in the Dis- 
triet of Columbia. 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 
the heirs and legal representatives of Bartholomew 
Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom. 

The bill authorizing a patent to be issued to Jo- 
seph Campau for a certain tract of land in the 
State of Michigan. 

The bill confirming to Joseph Kennedy, assignee 
of Cornelius McCurtin, his tile to an island in the 
Tensaw river, in the State of Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame De 
Lusser, and their legal representatives. 

The bill for the relief of Adam D. Steuart. 

The bill confirming the claim of the heirs and le- 
gal representatives of Pierre Dolet, deceased, to a 
tract of land in Louisiana. 

THE BANKRUPT BILL. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptey throughout the United States, being 
taken up as in committee of the whole— 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut said he wished to 
say a few words n the bill generally, and there- 
fore he should be glad if the Senator from Ar- 
kansas [Mr. Sevier] would withdraw his motion 
to lay the bjfl on the table. 

Mr. BENTON said he toc wished to say some- 
thing onghe bill. ` 
‘ Mr. SEVIER consented to withdraw his mo- 

ion. 
_ Mr. SMITH of Connecticut proceeded to speak 
in reply to the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Catnoun } He denied that the bankrupt law could 
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be made to extend to the New England corporate 
bodies, to which the Senator from South Caro- 


ina had alluded, whose constitution and 
powers he explained and elucidated. They 
were public corporations, acting as publie 


functionaries for the carrying out cf the de- 
signs of the Government, some of them with li- 
mited legislative authority, and therefore they 
could neither be taxed nor made subject to a bank- 
ruptlaw. Again, he denied the existence of the 
distinction which had been attempted to be drawn 
between the banks which were State property and 
the banks which were individual property. The 
court had decided that if a State mingled with indi- 
viduals and participated with them in the ordinary 
business of individuals, it was, in effect, a dispen- 
sation with its public character, and the assump- 
tion of that of an individual. To form a currency 
was an attribute of sovereignty; and would any 
one say that because these banks wete State pro- 
perty, they were of a governmental character? 
The creation of a currency this Government had 
taken to itself; the States had surrendered the 
power, and the States cannot exercise that power 
if they would. But if they could, such power 
would be political in its nature, and its exer- 
cise would require a political organization 
by authority of the people. The true charac- 
ter of banks had been lost sight of in this 
argument; if it had been borne in mind, no gentle- 
man would say that they ought to be excluded from 
the operation of this bill, for they were neither of a 
publie nor of a civil and municipal character. If 
banks could be excladed on the ground of their 
public character, for the same reason might some 
incorporated mercantile firms be excladed, as might 
also other classes of corporated persons, whose bu- 
siness required legislative regulation. There were 
turnpike roads, and ferries, and markets, and grist 
mills, and various others, that were regulated by le- 
gislative authority, because they were connected 
with the public interest; they were as much under 
legislative control as banks; and could any one 
say because they were regulated and controlled by 
legislative authority for the public interest, they 
were excluded from the operation of a bankrupt 
Jaw of a publie character. He again dissented 
fromthe Senator from South Carolina, who said 
these banks could not be included in the operation 
of a bankrupt law, inasmuch as they were 
not traders; and he contended that they, as traders 
in-commercial paper, were as much within the obli- 
gations of the law as any other class of traders. 
But he objected to this bill as inexpedient, and as 
objectionable in its character. It was, in fact, an 
ex post facto law. He was aware the Supreme 
Court of the United States had decided that a pro- 
hibited ex post facto law was in its character of a 
criminal law only; but he (Mr. Smitu) contend- 
ed that it was equally uneonstitutional in respect to 
civil as to criminal transactions; and what was this 
bankrupt bill but an ex post facto law, intended to 
operate on past mercantile and trading trans- 


actions, and on contracts under which pro- 
perty was parted with, without reference 
to such an enactment, which would be as 


unjust as to charge, by legislative enactment, 
the rate of interest on leans made antecedently? 
Wow such a law should only operate, as in chan- 
cery practice, on contracts made and unfulfiled, for 
the reason that the contract was defective, and 
could not be carried out. Bat he thought such a 
law was objectionable also, as it would place the 
honest trader at the mercy cf the dishonest; as it 
would put the goods of the prudent and industrious 
creditor in the hands of the improvident and ex- 
travagant, who would thereby be encouraged to 
ron into debt; and for these and other various rea- 
sons which he gave, ha objected te the passage ‘of 
this bill. 


At the close of his remarks, the Senate went into 


` Executive session. : 
And then adjourned. . 


“FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1841. 
WEEKLY — 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 11, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, Mr. STANLY 
was excused from serving on the Committee on 
Expenditures on the Public Buildings. ` 

It appeared by the reading of the journal this 
raorning, that Mr. Cusnine and Mr. Wise were ap- 
pointed on the part of this House of the joint com- 
mittee to wait on General Wittiam Henry HARRI- 
son and notify him of his election as President of 
the United States. Mr. Parsron is of the commit- 
tee on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. EVERETT, by leave, presented the resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Vermont, in relation to 
the late New Jersey contested election case; which 
were laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and resume the consideration of the Pen- 
sion bill. 

The SPEAKER said there were two conflicting 
orders before the House, vý: the steamboat bills, 
and the resolution adopted yesterday, on motion of 
Mr. Anprews, that, at twelve o’clock to-day, the 
debate on the Pension bill shall cease, and that the 
Committee of the Whole shall, at that time, pro- 
ceed to vote upon said bill, and such amendments 
as may be offered thereto; and shall. then report 
said bill, and such amendments as may have been 
agreed to by the committee, to the House. The 
SPEAKER said ‘that the only way to dispose of 
these orders would be by devoting the morning hour 
to the consideration of the steamboat bills. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to postpone the considera- 
tion of the steamboat bills until to-morrow, at 12 
o'clock. 

Mr. GALBRAITH wovld prefer Monday next. 

Mr. MORGAN suggested Tuesday, the 16: 
inst. Monday being petition day. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the consideration of the steamboat bills was 
postponed until Tuesday next. 


. PENSION BILL. 

On the motion ef Mr. BRIGGS, the House then 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Crirronp in the 
Chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the payment of Revolu- 
tionary and other pensioners’ of the United Siates 
for the year 1841. The question pending was the 
amendment to the bill, offered by Mr. Toompson 
of South Carolina, to appropriate one hundred 
thousand dollars, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of War, for the benefit of such 
of the Seminole chiefs and warriors as may surren- 
der for emigration. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana being entitled to the 
floor, observed, that in the few remarks he had to 
make, he should not go ont of his way to travel 
over the ground occupied by many cther gentle- 
men. Neither would he make any attack upon 
the member from Ohio, [Mr. Gropixes.] He 
would endeavor to confine himself to the business 
before the committee. 

The question was on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Tuome. 
son] to the pension bill. He, Mr. 8, regretted that 
the passage of that bill should be delayed a single 


moment, as it was due to the country that itshould | 


pass immediately. But, inasmuch as the amend- 
ment had been introduced, he deemed it his duty to 
say a few words in opposition to it. 

‘After some further remarks, Mr. S. proceeded to 
say that he believed the Fiorida war origiuated on 
justifiable grounds, but whether that war bad been 
prosecuted so vigorously as jt ought to have been, 
be would not then pretend to discuss. He had un- 


_ derstood that it had. been the object of the Govern- 


meni to bring the war to a close ina way honora- 
ble to a warlike power. Bat now, ia the last 
days of the present Administration, a proposition 
is made by one of the opposite party to buy out 
those Indians. He, Mr.S. believed it the duty of 
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the Government to bring these Indians. to an: un- 
conditional submission, and not to bring the’ war to - 
a close by giving them money, ammunition, &¢.: He” 
did not think this couse proper for ending the wat, 
and more especially as all the obloquy ‘would be” 
thrown upon the present Administration. i 

‘Mr. S. then alluded to the remarks of Mr: W. 
Tuompson in introducing the amendment, and re- 
minded thatgentleman that, in the coming Adminis- 
tration, they would have a hero—a war king—at 
the headof it, under whose direction, if report was 
trae, there could be no difficulty in bringing these 
Indians to unconditional submission. eae 

Mr.S. after expressing atsome length his opinion 
that there was no danger of a war with Great 
Britain, as anticipated by the member from South 
Carolina, went on to say that he wanted the war in 
Florida ended},but ended in an honorable way. 
Rather than it Should be ‘terminated in any other 
way, he was willing to entail it upon the coming 
Administration, and if they chose to fight it out, 
then let them have all the glory. But if they should: 
think proper to buy the Indians out, then: Jet them 
have all the infamy. , i 

But if the Indians were already “coming in” so 
fast, where~vas the necessity for buying them out.. 

After some remarls in reply to the speech of Mr. 
Prorrit on a former day, Mr.S. concluded by sub- 
mitting the following amendment: 

‘Provided, That money hereby appropriated shall ` 
be charged and considered as advanced payment 
on the part of the United States to the Seminoles 
under the provisions of the treaty held at Payne’s 
Landing on the 9th day of May, 1832.” 

Mr. BRIGGS was surprised at the course taken 
by the gentleman from Indiana. The proposition 
for thus ending the war came from the Secretary of 
War himself, and it fell upon his (Mr. B’s) ears 
with full satisfaction. x h, 

The hour of twelve having arrived, the CHAIR 
announced that the discussion, in pursuance of the 
resolution adopted yesterday, must terminate. 

Mr. B. concluded by sending to the Clerk’s table 
the following letters, which were read for informa- 
tion: 

“Hap QUARTERS Army or THE Souru, 
“Tampa, January 26, 1841. 

«Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have 
now within the chain of sentinels at this post 150 
Indians. Ten of that number are of the Mickasu- 
kies, and the balance of the Tallahassee tribe. 
This I view in a favorable light, as their principal 
chief, Echo-Emathla is with them, and they have 
stated that their object in coming in is for the pur- 
pose of emigrating. “Runners of the Mickasukie 
tribe have been sent out from Forts Clinch and No, 
4, who have reported that they could bring in fifty 
or sixty of their band. They are daily expected 
here. 

“Should this result prove favorable, it will bea 
leading feature in terminating this war, particular- 
ly as it is combined with the arrival yesterday of a 
party of Seminoles, from Pease creek, under charge 
of my Aid-de-Camp, Lieutenant L. A. Armistead, 
6th infantry. 

“Jt is much to be feared that it will take some 
time before any others in that portion of the coun- 
try will be induced to come in, notwithstanding 
every exertion on my part has been made to induce 
them to do so; but I shall still continue to negotiate 
with hopes of success. 

“So far as it relates to the Tallabassees, appear- 
ances are favorable, provided no. disappointment 
oceurs from the promises and stipulations which 
I have make them, and whieh I trast will be com- 
plied with on the part of the Government. These 
stipulations were detailed in my communication to 
the Department on the 16th inst. and I am con- 
vinced that, had money ‘been furnished me at an 
early period, this war would have been termi- 
nated, asthese people. have but little faith in pro- 
mises. : 

“Thave just concluded a talk with Echo-Emathla, 
the Chief of the Tallahassees, who says that the 


162 


remainder of his people will be in in two or three 
weeks-—many of them are in Middle Florida. He 
has sent runners out to them witha talk, whieh 
will, no doubt,induce them to meet him at this post 
in twenty days. 

“I have despatched in a steamboat my Assistant 
Adjutant General to Key Biscayne to conduct to 
his post the thirty-two Indians captured by Lieu- 
fenant Colonel Harney in the Everglades. On 


their arrival I shall ship them with those now here, | 


making in the whole 180, for their new homrs in 
Arkansas, on the 15th proximo, 

“Enclosed. I transmit reports from Lt. Col. 

„Clarke and Lit. Col. Loomis. 
: “Lam, sir, &e. 
; sW. K. ARMISTEAD, 

. “Brigadier Gen. Com. Army in Florida. 
“Hon. J.R. Poinserr, Secretary of War. 

‘“Endorsed.— Respectfully transmitted to the Hon. 
Wappy Tuumpson, jr. for his information, and 
thatof the Committee on Military Affairs, by bis 
obedient servant, J. R. POINSETT.” 

“War Department, Feb. 10,1841. ` 

“At Fort Breoke, Tampa Bay, there are now in 
30 Indians. At Fort Clinch, onthe Withlacoschee, 
Echo-Emathla has come in with 41 Tallahassee 
Indians, and at Fort Annutalaga Tiger Tail wiih 
33. Colonel Clark’s command, which lefi Tampa 
a short time since for the. Withlacoochec to escort 
in a party of Indians, is expected to return to Tampa 
cn the 20th of January. Col. Clarke has with him 
32 Indians, mostly Tuilahassees and several Micka- 
sukies. 

“The steamer T. Salmon left Tampa on the 19th 
instant for Key Biscayne for 30 Indians, (Spanish 
Indians,) the women and children cf the party 
captured by Col, Harney:a short time since. 

“At Fort Amistead, eleven Indians are in. At 
Peace’s Creck several families are expected to 
meet a conveyance sent thereto convey them to 
Tampa. Eory Indians have come in at Fort 
King, and 4.at No. 4 near Cedar Keys, and 19 
more have since gone ia to Fort Clinch. 

“In all there are now at the different posts 240 
Indians to be brought together at Tampa Bay as 
soon as pracucable, under sufficient escorts fer 
emigration to Arkansas in the early part of Febru- 
ary. Of the 60 Indians at Fort Clinch, 40 are war- 
riors, and of the whole 240, probably 80 or 90 are 
Warriors, ; 

“By letters from Cedar Keys, it appears 72 In- 
dians have gone in recently to Fort King. Rumor 
says Col. Reily came on with a party of 40 or 50, 
who have passes, and they went into Fort King 
with him. By good information I have heard Col. 
Fiarney has a second time captured 12 Indians. 

“By a letter received from Mr. Hernandez, a 
member of ihe Legislative Council of Florida, it 
appears that Gol. Harney has fallen in with the In- 
dians a third time, and has captured 115. 

“If these rumors are true, and they are at least 
extremely probabie, there are nearly 500 Indians 
who have surrendered, and are ready for emigpe- 
tion. More Indians have been killed by the ora- 
rations ia Florida during the past eight months 
than for two years before. 

CHARLES McCORMICK, 
“Asst. Surg. U. S. Army.” 

The question then being on the amendment of 
Mr. Smira to the amendment of Mr. ‘T'nomrzon, 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina wished to 
submit the following as a further amendment: 

“Src. 2. Be it further enacted, That one hundred 
thousand doilars be, and the same is hereby appro- 
priated, to be expended under the directicn of the 
Secrelary ef War, fer the removal, subsistence, 
and ben<fit of sach of the Semino'e Indian chiefs 
and. warriors as may surrender for emigration. 

“Rec. 3, Be itfuriher enacted, That no rifles, or 
arms.ofany kind, shalt be delivered to said Indians 
until they reach the western bank of the Missis- 
sippi river.” 

Mr. W. THOMPSON modified his amendment 
so as to include the above. 

The question then being on the amendment of 
Mr. Smrru, it was put and decided in the negative 

‘Khe question then béing on the amendment of 
Mir. Tuomeson, as modified, it was agreed to. 

Afier the rejection of two proposed amendments 


= 


` order, 
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by Messrs. Crass and Cave Jomnson, as not in 


On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill as amended to the 
House. : 

And the question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment, > 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose to inguire of the Chair 
whether the amendment reported was in order. 

The CHAIR said it was not for him to decide 
as lo the competency of the Commitice of the 
Whole as to their amendments. The Hosse could 
however vote such amendments down, if it thought 
proper. 

Mr. WARREN, afier some introductory re- 
marks, expressed bimself in favor of the arend- 
ment, and said that, in his opinion, $100,006 only 
Was necessary to put an end to the war and secure 
the peace of the people. He could not see how 
the honor and dignity of the nation could, in the 
least degree, be compromitted by appropriating the 
money for the purpose specified. Mr. W. having 
concluded his remarks, 

Mr. JAMESON moved the previons question, 
which was ordered; and, 

The question now being on agreeing to 
amendment, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE thereupon called for the 


p 


the 


yeas-and nays, which were ordered, aad were— | 


yeas 158, nays 14, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, 
John W. ‘Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Baker, Barnard, Beatty, Blackweil, Bond, 
Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Albert G. 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Bynuw, Cal- 
houn, John Campbell, Wiliam B. Campbell, Carr, 
Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chisn, Chit- 
tenden, Clark, Clifford, Connor, W: R. Cooper, 
Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, Cushirg, John Davis, 
Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, 
Doe, Doig, Earl, Eastrnan, Edwards, Ely, Evans, 


Everett, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Galbraith, Gates, | 


Gentry, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, 
Griffin, Grianell, Habersham, Elal!, John Hast: 
ngs, Hawer Hawkins, Hill off North Carolina, 
Hillen, Holt, Hopkins, Hunt, Jackson, James, 
Jameson Charles Johnston, Willem Cost John- 
son, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W, 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kempshall, Kille, King, 
Lane, Leadbetter, Lewi», Lincoln, Lucas, Me- 
Carty, McClure, McCulloch, MeKay, Meredith 
Mallory, Francis Mallory, Marvin, Samscn Ma- 
son, Medill, Miller, Monroe, Mergan Morrow, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Peck, Pope, Proflit, Randall, Rariden, 
Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, 
Samuels, Sergeant, Shaw, Simonton, S'ade, 
Albert Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, S-uart, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Swency, Taliaferro, Philip 
F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thomson, 
John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Foland, Trip- 
lett, Underwood, Vroom, Wagener, Wagner, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, Wick, J. W. Wii- 
liams, T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, 
Wise, and Worthington—158. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, William O. Builer, 
Mark A. Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dromgoole, Dan- 
can, Fornance, Moore, Petrikin, Reynolds, Rives, 
Thomas Smith, and Tarney—14. 

The bill, as amended, was tsen ordered toa 


third reading, and was read by the Clerk, ss fol- | 


lows: 

A BILL making appropriations for the payment of 
Revolutionary and other pensions of the United 
States, for the year eighteen hundred and forty- 
one, and for other purposes. 


Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Representa- | 


tives of the Untied States of America in Congress as- 


sembled, That the fol'owing sums be, and te sarae | 


are hereby appropriated, in addition to former ap- 
propriations, to be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for tha pen- 


sioners of the United States, for ihe year one thor- | 


sand eight huedred and forty-one; 


For the Revolutionary pensicns under the act of | 


the eighteenth of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighteen, three handred and fourteen thou- 
sand dollars; : 


For the payment of invalid pensions, one hun- 
dred and seventy thousand dollars; 

Fer pensions to ‘widows and orphans under 
the act of the fourth cf July, one thousand 
eight hundred and. thirty-six, four hundred and 
forty-eight thousand two hundred and forty one 
dollars; 

For five years’ pensions to widows under the 
act of the seventh of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-eight, one hundred and sixty- 
eight thousand three hundred and fourteen dol- 
lars; 

For half pay pensions, payable through the of- 
fices of the Second and Taird Auditors, five thou- 
sand dollars; ` : 

For arrearages, payable through the Second Au- 
ditor’s Cffice, six hundred dollars; 

For arreareges, payable through the Third Au- 
diter’s office, one teousand dollars, 

Sec 2. Be it further. enacted, That one hun- 
dred thousand doliars be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated, to be expended under the direction of 
the Secretary of War, for the removal, subsiste 
ence, and benefit of such of the Seminole In- 
dian chiefs and warriors as may surrender for emi- 
gration. 

Sec. 3. Be id further enacted, That no rifles, or 
arms of any kind, shall be delivered to said In- 
dians until they reach the western bank of the 
Mississippi river. 

The queston now being on the passage of the 
bill, 

Mr. JAMESON moved the previous question; 
which was ordered. 

And on the question being taken, it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the bill was passed. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION 
BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House 
resoived itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Beru in the chair,) and 
took up the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic «xpenses of the Governmeat 
for the year 1841. 

Some explanations took place between Messrs 
CRABB and JONES, of Virginia, in relation to 
the item eppropriating $35,000 “ror stationery, fuel, 
printing, and all other contingent expenses of the 
Senate; alter which, 

Mr. LINCOLN called upon the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means (Mr, Jones) to 
produce any estimates, if he had any, in relation to 
the following item: 

“For stationery, fuel, printing, and all other con- 
tingent expenses of the House of Representatives, 
$25,000.” f 

Mr. JONES replied that he kad no estimates be- 
yond those which had been furnished by the Clerk 
of the House. f 

Mr. STANLY was understood to ioguire whe- 
ther the stationery for which money was now to be 
appropriated had been purchased. 

Mr. ANDERSON cailed for the estimates refer: 
red to. 

Mr. JONES sent to the Clerk’s table a statement 
from the Clerk, containing the estimates referred to, 
amongst which was the item of $10,000 for the pur- 
chase of stationery for the next Congress, 

Mr. LINCOLN then moved to reduce the above 
sum of $25,000 to $15,000i. e. striking cut the 
$10.000 for stationery for the next Congress. 

Mr. LINCOLN, ‘after stating that the House 
would bear him witness that he had not yielded to 
that senseless ery of economy which denied such 
just appropriations as might be required to carry 
on the various branches ef ihe public business, pro- 
ceeded to comment upon the abuses which had crept 
into this sys'em ot coxtivgeut expenditures. He bae- 
lieved that ail those abuses which had crept into 
the administration of the public trusts of the coun- 
try had their source in abuses under the head of 
coniingencies, 

As cse instance of the mode in which the money 
of the contingent fend had been expended, Mr. L. 
alluded to a request made to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands to print a report of the Commissioner on 
Public Lands, the expense of which, it was aflirmed, 
would not exceed two or three hundred dollars. A 
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few days afterwards, however, an estimate was 
submitted by. tbe Clerk to the chairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means, asking an appro- 
priation of fifteen thousand dollars, 

After specifying other instances, Mr. L. ex- 
pressed his belief that it was time to-inquire whether 
it was necessary to expend $150,000 a year for con- 
tiagent expenses over and above pay and mileage. 
The House had no contro! over these expenditures 
of its contingent funds. Tbe Committee of Ac- 
counts had no control over them; the bills were paid 
and receipted before they were laid before the com- 
mittee, and when it was too late. to do any thing in 
regard to them. Hence it followed that whenever 
the Clerk of this House, without control or account- 
ability, saw fit to apply the fnnås, the House had 
nothing to do but to ratify and sanction his acts. 
There ought, in Mr. L.’s opinion, to be some com- 
mittee appointed which should have charge of these 
matters before the expenditures were made. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York addressed the 
committee at much length on the subject of the 
tabuses which had crept into this branch of the 
public expenditures, and of the gross impositions 
hat had been practised in the form ef enormous 
prices paid for paper; of contracts made with sub- 
agents; of lithography, &c. declaring his own free- 
dom from responsibility in these matters, as a mem- 
ber of the Committee of Accounts, by reason of 
the peculiar constitution of that committee. 

Mr. J. animadverted upon the conduct of the 
Clerk in not attending personally to the purchase of 
stationery and other articles. Mr. J. contended 
that if the Clerk had so acted, instead of employing 
Mr. Langtree, a saving of ten thousand dollars a 
year might have been made to Government in the 
single article of stationery alone. If the Clerk 
had gone himself to Philadelphia or New York, 
and charged his expenses, that would have com- 
ported with the spirit of the joint resolution. Bat 
when Mr. Langtree was employed as a sub-agent, 
he assumed the character of a stationer, and went 
to New York, where, as such, he procured paper at 
the wholesale prices, and resold it to Congress at an 
immense profit. Now, observed Mr. J. if the 
Clerk had gone himself, with the money in his 
hand, he might have procured the paper at the same 
prices, and without subjecting the Government to 
the cee charge cf .Mr. Langiree, or his 

rofit. 
P He (Mr. J.) objected against the employment of 
any third person by the Clerk. It was a viola- 
tion of every principle of our Government for an 
agent thus to delegate his power to a third person. 

After a recapitulation of what had been done by 
the Committee on Accounts on this subject at the 
last session, Mr. J. proceeded to particularize some 
of the articles on which the sub-agent of the Clerk, 
Mr. Langtree, derived his profit, and which profit 
would have been a gain to the Government had 
the Clerk performed the duty himself. Mr. J. 
said that the letter paper was charged at $6 50 per 
ream, when a better article could be purchased for 
cash for 44 50 per ream. 

There was another most extraordinary circum~ 
stance attending this matier. Ele (Mr. J.) under- 
strood that the paper manfacturers were always 
ready to furnish ruled paper when required, at an 
additional price of fifty cents perream. But under 
this sub-agency system, we were not only charged 

_ $6 50 per ream for paper, which could be bought 
at $4 50, but we were charged $1 25 more per ream 
forruling ! : 

Mr. J. then proceeded to state that a thousand 
reams of paper had been brought to the House and 
stowed away, more than would be wanted at the 
present Congress. The whole amount was eigh- 
teen hundred reams, only eight hundred of which 
was required. He had been informed that the ex- 
cuseof Mr. Langtree was, that hs (Mr. L ) had 
misunderstood the order of the Clerk, mistaking 
eight hundred for eighteen hundred reams. Mir. J. 
here made some severe comments on this mode of 
doing business, first paying an enormous price for 
paper, and then in addition to that, losing the inte- 
rest on the money by receiving paper which would 
not be required for a year to come. N 

The Clerk had no right to, order stationery for 
the next Congress. If he was permitted to do if, 


. 


why then he had the same right to order it fora 
half a century ahead. . 

After adverting what appeared to him the 
extraordinary high “bills of theyClerk for his ex- 
penses while at New York in atending to the sale 
of damaged staticnety, MrJ. proceeded to no- 
tice the several impositions.practised upon the Go 
vernment in relation tä litiographing, and as an in 
stance of such abuses, ‘Yientioned a case, where the 
House had been charged a-high amount for litho- 
graphing, when not a single-sheet of it had ever 
pemn received, the whole having been consumed by 

re. 

Mr. PROFFIT stated that, on a calculation 
made by him, he found that the stationery bill for 
this session alone was about $25,000, which was at 
the rate of $103 for every member of the House. 
He was satisfied that $20 would pay the stationery 
bill of every gentleman this year, and he hoped 
that some member, better skilled in these things, 
would make an estimate and submit it to the ac- 
tion of the committee. 

Mr. UNDER WOOD said that some years ago 
he was on a committee appointed to investigate 
into the stationery accounts of the House; and, af- 
ter a minute examination, the commiitee had come 
to the conclusion that there was but one remedy, 
and that was to pursue the course suggested by the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Prorrit.] He (Mr. 
U.) bad intended to suggest to the committee a pro- 
position that “in lieu of stationery and newspa- 
pers, each member of Congress should be allowed 
g— annually.” The committee could fill us the 
Diank with any sum that might be computed to be 
proper. ‘This was the only remedy. The same 
complaints had been made year after yeer, and 
would continue to be made until the end of time 
unless some such plan as this were adopted. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia gave to the committee 
such information as had been in possession of the 
Committee of Ways and Means in regard to these 
estimates, and stated that the estimates of the 
Clerk had been reduced, in the committee, $25,000 
below the amount contained in those which had 
been read at the Clerk’s table. The committee had 
supposed that the amount now asked for was about 
the proper sum, and in that they had leoked witha 
proper eye to economy—an object which he was 
as desirous.to promote, when it could be properly 
done, as any other gentleman. Mr.J. then replied 
to certain portions of the argument of Mr. Jony- 
stoN, contending that blame, if blame there was, 
should rest ia the proper quarter, and that it did 
not belong where the gentleman had laid it. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia also replied to the 
remarks of Mr. Jounston of New York. He said 
that the Committee of Accounts had taken pains to 
examine into the subject; and, afier receiving let- 
ters from various stationers, had come to the con- 
clusion that the price paid by Government was a 
just equivalent; and they also found that there had 
been an absolute reduction in the price. So far 
from being deceived in the purchase of the paper, 
the committee came to the conclusion that it had 
been purchased upon the best terms. 

After some remarks by Messrs. JOHNSON of 
Virginia, JOHNSTON of New York, LINCOLN, 
and GRINNELL, 

Mr. GRAHAM said, that the sam of $100,000 
bad already been appropriated for these specific 
ebjects. Economy and charity ought to begin at 
home; and Mr. G. moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the whole item of $25,000, 
as the only way of putting an end to the abuses 
which were undoubtedly practised. 


Mr. EVERETT said, there were two modes at 
present bv which the extravagance in the finances 
of the House could be arrested. Tne first was to 
adopt the proposition of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Granam.] He (Mr. E ) had put 
a questicn to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Jounsron,] in regard to the amount of stationery 
now on hand. He (Mr. E) believed there was 
enough to carry them through this season, and for 
the commencement of the next. 

Another mode within the power of the House 
was to bring in a resolution to proceed in the elec- 
tion of Clerk. It wasa course which every de- 
partment took, where it was found that persons 


in charge of funds bad misapplied. them. This, ` 
he would do, were it not for the late. period of the 
session. J = f GE 
But he disapproved of making: general laws: in 
an appropriation bill. = hits i 
Mr. MORGAN said he believed. that there was 
much more stationery on hand than. would. be re- 


quired for the next Congress. If the appropriation... 


should be made, the Clerk would make ‘another. 


journey. to New York. Mr. M. was of opinion:..- 


that the fact could be established, that the Clerk: - 
made a charge of $200 for his journey to New.: 
York, about the time when he delivered his speech 
at Castle Garden. Mr. M. was epposed to giving 
further power to the present Clerk, because he had 
no confidence that that officer would do justice to 
the House, or make its purchases with economy; 
and jhe gave notice that he would, at the proper 
time, offer the following amendment; tae 
“And in the future delivery of stationery of 
every description to members of the’ House, the 
postmaster shall keep an account of the articles de- 
livered to each member, with the prices thereof; 
and the Clerk of the House shall insert in his an- 
nual report of the contiugeat expenses, the aggre- 
gate amount of the value of stationery received by 
the members respectively.” ; 
Mr. FLOYD, a member of the Committee of . 
Accounts, went into some statements relative to 
the action of that committee, and insisted that the 
contract for stationery, made by the present Clerk, 
was better and far more economical. for the Go» 


‘yernment than the practice which prevailed before 


he came into office. Besides, stationers who had 
been consulted upon’ this subject, had expressed 
their opinion that the prices paid for the stationery 
were very reasonable. t 

Asto the motion to strike out the appropriation, 
he (Mr. F.) had no objection to it, and supposed 
that the Clerk had not. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS, after some remarks, said 
he understood that Mr. Ames of Springfield, Mas- 
sachusetts, would have furnished paper of as good 
a quality as that purchased by the Clerk, at half 


tice. 
Mr. BURKE said that Mr. Ames’s testimony be- 
fore the commitiee was of an entirely different 
character from that stated. nee 1 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS inquired of Mr, BurKE at 
what price Mr. Ames offered to dispose of his pa- 


er. ; 
j Mr. BURKE said he'did not know exactly, bat 
he was confident Mr. Ames had placed no such 
price as one-half. Mr. B, further remarked that 
there were several samples, made by different pa- 
per makers, submitted to Mr. Ames. Some sam- 
ples he offered to supply at fifty cents less per ream; 
others he rated higher than the price paid by. the 
Clerk. ‘ 


Mr. L. WILLIAMS. supported at some length 
the motion of Mr. GRAHAM. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST also expressed his desire 
to vote for the amendment of Mr. GRAHAM, 
though he did not wish to vote against the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Lincoty.] ` 

Mr. LINCOLN here said that his only object 
in submitting his motion was to bring the matter to 
the consideration of the House, and, that being 
done, he would now accept the amendment of Mr. 
Granam as a modification of his own. l 

And the question being on the amendment as 
modified— i 

Mr. TILLINGHAST then gave notice of bis 
intention, if the amendment failed, to offer the fol- 
lowing: . E 

“And nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to authorize or sanction any contract for statione- 
ry or other articles of merchandise for the use of 
the ensuing Congress, by any officer of the present 
Congress, to an amount exceeding in the whole two 
thousand dollars.” i 

Mr. ADAMS sent to the Clerk’s table a letter 
from Mr. W. J. Stone of this city, relative to the 
prices paid:for lithography. 

The letter (Mr. A. said) was rather collateral to 
the question; he had had it in his possession for 
three months, but had had no opportunity of pre- 
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.< senting it; and (he was understood to- add) hs des- 


pairéd of doing any good by presenting it. 

The letter was then read, as follows: 

Wasnineaton, December, 1840. 

Sir: I perceive by aresolution of the House, 
offered by Mr. Davis of Indiana, that: 5,000 copies 
of Mr. Owen’s. geological report is likely to be or- 
dered to be printed with the maps properly en- 
graved. ‘There is no doubt that an effort will be 
made to alter the resolution, so as to have the maps 
lithographed instead of engraved. The House, is 
laboring under a mistake as to the relative price of 
lithographing and engraving. ‘It appears on exa- 

- mination of Mr. P. Haas’s accounts in the Treasury, 
that-he has charged the House 50 per cent. more 
for lithographing than I have charged for engraving. 
This should not be'so. Lithography, as executed 
by -him,. is not. worth one-half what engraving is, 
. consequently he has been receiving four prices for 
his work. Could a committee who fare somewhat 
conversant with such matters be appeinted to in- 
vestigate the subject, it wculd cause but little delay 
or trouble to obtain facts that would enable the 
House to act knowingly. As things are at present, 
through misrepresentation, Congress are deprived 
of the advantage of having their work done pro- 
perly. Ifthe Clerk would receive proposals from 
competen' engravers, this difficulty would be obym 
ated. ‘The proposals should specify the time in 
which the work was required to be furnished, and 
asample deposited of the style required, otherwise 
a favorite might have werk executed by very in- 
different workmen at a low price, and make a great 
profit to the entire exclusion of skilfal workmen. 
Besides, the work might be sent to a foreign coun- 
try to be executed, as hag already been the case. 
If the House would employ me to furnish the maps 
for Mr. Qwen’s report, I will do so for 50 per cent. 
less than Mr. P. Haas has heretofore charged the 
House for lithography, which is my usual price for 
work accompanying documents. Should Congress 
deem the subject of sufficient importance to appoint 
a committee, it would be well to examine the ac- 
counts for engraving done for the Senate. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
Hon. J. Q. Apams, W. J. STONE. 
House of Representaves, 


Mr. BYNUM said he should vote to strike out 
the whole of the appropriation for stationery, not 
because he thought it proper, but because he 

- thought it necessary to bring gentlemen back to a 
proper sense of what was due from them as Repre- 
sentatives.on that floor, and to the great interests 
of the people of this country. He thought nothing 
less than meeting this question in this way, by 

| stopping all appropriations, and consequently the 
wheels of Government, and throwing the responsi- 
bility upon those gentlemen at once who were em- 
barrassing almost every measure that was brought 
forward by either party, by an ostentatious parade 
of a boastful economy, and a most indiscriminate 
censure of every public officer. Why, sir, said 
Mr. B. do gentlemen not know, from the very na- 
ture of things, that as long as you have a Govern. 
ment, you must have officers, for itis of such that 
Governments consist; and can gentlemen expect 
that Governments can be sustained and carried on 
in all their operations without expense or money, 
and those officers. are to serve without pay for their 
services? Such an idea appeared to hima preposterous 
absurdity—yet one might well infer this, from the 
tenor of the remarks of gentlemen and their course 
on this floor, Gentlemen ought to recollect, that 
in a short month, they would have an opportunity 
of trying how far it was practicable to carry on this 
Government without either officers or money 

They should recollect too, that they shouid be tried 
by the-same rule which they lai] down for the 
trial of others. He was not prepared to say how 
far the conduct of the Clerk of the House had 
been proper or improper; upon that subject we had 
contradictory “evidence from the members of the 
same committee, who professed to know mest about 
it; in favor of fact, there were two to one in favor of 
the proper conduct of the Clerk of the House—yet 
it appeared that the House was was called upon, 
and by those too- who appeared to know the least 
about it, to cast an unmerited. censure upor the 


Clerk, and this too upon the most insuficient évi- 


dence of hearsay. Now, this was the princi- 


pal subject that he had risen to notice, and 
against. the course pursued in relation to 
it, he entered his most solemn protest— 


a course that had been adopted during this and the 
last Administration against the public officers of 
evety department of the Government; which, in 
bis judgment, was as wejust (he would not say dis- 
honorable) as-it-was illiberal and unstatesman- 
like. Sir, said he, what was that course that had 
become of late so much in practice in this House? 
It was that the most inexperienced of the members, 
who had not been in their seats long enough to be- 
come acquainted with the most ordinary modes of 
the transaction of business, either by the officers 
of the House or the heads of the Departments, 
had attempted to make themselves leaders of 
their respective parties, by arraigning and de- 
nouncing every officer in your Government for 
corruption, misstatement, malfeasance, &c. arising, 
nine times ont of ten, out of their own want of ex- 
perience upoa those subjects, and their ina- 
bility to understand them. Sach has been emphati- 
cally the case pursued in this louse for the last sex 
veral years, by which your old, experienced, gray- 
haired men, have been thrown entirely in the 
back grounds, or they have been  wofully 
derelict and negligent in their duty to their. con- 
stituents; and some of your best public ofi- 
cers have been condemned by the public with- 
outa hearing, and before being called on even 
for the slightest explanation, which might have 
been the fullest justification of their statements and 
conduct: and thus have gone abroad many of the 
most unfounded and unjust imputations against the 
best of men, without a contradiction. Ete puti:to 
the candor of gentlemen, if such a course was fair? 
Was it honorable? Was it just or statesmanlike? 
Would it not be revisited on gentlemen with retri- 
butive justice? and, if so, could they, with any 
grace, complain? 

Again, he contended that it was a practice both 
unsta’esmanlike and unparliarmentary—of recent 
date, adopted to effect party purposes. Herercrore, 
it had been the case when the conduct of an officer 
was impeached or assailed, a special committee 
was appointed to examine into, and report the fact 
to the House, or an explanation called for by the 
House from the accused, before either condemna- 
tion or denunciation by the members of this body, 
by whom he wasto be tried. But how different now, 
when condemnation and denunciation always pre- 
cedes either trial, explanation in!justification, or de- 
fence; and conviction is entered upon some second or 
third handed hearsay? For instance, your Clerk is 
ordered to supply materials for stationery t0 this 
Honse. It is presumable that he dues it at as rea- 
sonable a rate as the nature of the case admits of. 
After it is done, some “Yankee nutmeg maker,” pera 
haps, writes to some tnemb>r of the House that had 
he been applied to, or elected Clerk to the House, 
he would have furnished these materials at a much 
cheaper rate than your present C'erk has furnished 
them. Without doubting this statement—without 
calling on your Clerk for any explanation—with- 
out calling cn a committee to report the facts to 
the House, you call up your Clerk, with a charac- 
ter heretofore unimpeached and unimpeachable, 
and upon such evidence denounce, censure, and 
convict him. Sir, against the adoption of such a 
course against any officer, I protest, as being crue’, 
unjast, and tyrannical. it was a practice repug- 
nant to every principle of liberty, and could only 
be tolerated by usurpers and tyrants. 

Mr. EVANS contended that this fand (the esti- 
mates for which had already been reduced $25,000 
by the Commitiee of Ways and Means) was not 
more than sufficient to meet the demands that would 
be made uponit; and he repudiated, with much 
animation, the charges which the House made 
against itself in the shape of corruption and 
plunder. 

He did sot say there might nothave been individual 
instances of abuse. Ifany man has been guilty of that, 
it was his own matter. But he did not believe that 
the unjust appropriations of stationery amounted, 
in along session, to more than three thousand dol- 
lars. His experience was that there was no such 
waste, and plundering, and extravagance as they 


were charging themselves with. He was opposed 
to striking out the appropriation; it was no more 
than was necessary. The estimate, as he had 
stated, had ,already been reduced $25,000 in the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and that, he 
thought, was what the Secretary of the Treasury 
would eall a very ‘vigorous reduction.” It gen- 
tlemen were willing to dispense with stationery al- 
tegether, so was he—vastly more willing than he 
was to receive $20 for his share, or to put a law 
upon the statute book denouncing themselves, 

Mr. MONROE thanked the genlleman from 
Maine [Mr. Evans] for his speech; it contained 
precisely his own sentiments, though much better 
expressed. The gentleman deserved the thanks of 
this House for the manner in which he had vindi- 
cated his character and dignity. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied to Mr. Evans, ex: 
plaining and vindicating his own course, and con- 
tending that that gentleman’s argument amounted 
only to this—let us not put this thing on the statute 
books; if we are guilty of these offences, let not the 
eyeof any man see it. He could assure the gen- 
leman that the people were not ignorant of these 
matters—that they were turning their attention to 
them, {t was a mistake to suppose that these 
things were too trifling to demand attention. 
Nothing could be so which involved ‘an abuse of 
the people’s money. He denied that he had said or 
done any thing calculated to reflect upon any 
man. He had denounced no one asa plunderer. 
He had merely suggested to the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Prorrir] a way by which the abuse 
could be remedied. i 

The question was discussed further by Messrs. 
TILLINGHAST, EVERETT, and LINCOLN, 

Mr. LINCOLN said that, on sudsequent exami- 
nation, hefound that his original motion was the 
proper one; and again modified his proposition so 
as to reduce the item from $25,000 to $15,000, (i.e. 
striking out all that was applicable to the next ses- 
sion of Congress.) 

And the question being taken, the amendment, 
thus modified, was agreed to. 

So the item was reduced from $25,000 to $15,000- 

Mr. CURTIS then moved that the committee 
rise. 

The motion having prevailed, the committee 
rose, reported progress, and obtained leave to sit 
again. ` 

Mr. BURKE offered the following resolution: 

Resclved, That the special committee, appointed 
by order of the House at the last session on the 
subject. of stationery, and the memorial of the 
Clerk, be re-appointed. 

Mr. STANLY said he had something to say in 
relation to the doings. of the committee proposed 
to be revived, and which he shonld take an oppor- 
tunity of saying when the resolution came up for 
consideration. 

And the House adjourned till to-morrow at 11 
o’cloc’s. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 12 . 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the ereden- 
tials of the Honorable WILLIAM R. KING, 
elected by the General Assembly of the State of 
Alabama a Senator of that State for six years from 
the 4th of March next, when his present term will 
expire; which were read. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Mary 
Robinson, praying fora special act of Congress for 
her relief; which was referred to ihs Committee on 
P.ivate Land Claims. ; 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of Nathan 
Thayer; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pa‘ents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of Jacob 
Baker and others, in favor of the. passage of 
a general bankrupt law; which wes laid on the 
table. 

r. W. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Kosciusko county, Indiana, praying for the esta- 
blishment ofa mail route; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 

Mr. PORTER presented two memorials from 
citizens of Michigan for the establishment of post 
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routes; which were severally referred . to. the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. P. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Michigan, praying the passage of a general bank- 
rupt law; which waslaid on the table. 

Mr. NORVELT, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bill au- 
thorizing the States to tax any lands within their 
limits sold by the United States, reported the same 
without amendment, and with are commendation in 
favor of its passage. s 

Cn motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, the papers in 
the case of Samuel R. Slaymaker, and the bill for 
his relief passed by the Senate at the last session, 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

The House bill making appropriation for the re- 
lief of Revolutionary and other pensioners, was 
reada first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Prentiss, was taken up for consideration, and, 
after a discussion, in which Messrs. PRENTISS, 
KING, HUBBARD, WHITE,SEVIER, SOUTH- 
ARD, KNIGHT, and CLAYTON, participated, 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. KING gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave.to introduce a bill for the relief of Ann 
E. Clitherell. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed: 

The bill toauthorize the granting letters testa- 
mentary and of administration to aliens in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. : . 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 
the heirs and legal representative of Bartholomew 
Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peler Bloom. 

The bill authorizing a patent to be issued to Jo- 
seph Campau for a certain tract of land in the State 
of Michigan. 

The bill confirming to Joseph Kennedy, assignee 
of Cornelius McCurtin, his title to an island in the 
Tensaw river, in the State of Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame De 
Lusser and their legal representatives. 

The bill for the relief of Adam D. Steuart. 

The bill confirming the claim of the heirs and 
legal representatives of Pierre Dolet, deceased, to a 
tract of land in Louisiana. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the bill to authorize 
the issue of Treasury no’es was taken up and con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole, and the 
question being on ordering itto a third reading, 

Mr. BENTON said, he was willing to borrow 
money for the use of the Government, but not to 
authorize it to make paper money; and he would 
therefore call for the ayes and noes, which were - 
accordingly ordered. 

_ The question was then taken on ordering the bill 
to a third reading, and decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 29, nays 9, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Dixon, Ful- 
ton, Graham, Hubbard, Ker, King, Knight, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, Norvell, Porter, 
Rives, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
Tallmadge, Wall, Webster, Williams, Wright, 
and Young—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Henderson, Manzum, 
Smith of Connecticut, ard White—9. 

Mr. HUBBARD then moved that the bill be put 
upon its passage; and no objeciion being made, it 
was so ordered; and the yeas and nays being or- 
dered, and the question about to be. taken, Mr. 
CLAY of Kentucky assigned his reasons for voting 
against the bill, and was replied to by Mr. 
WRIGHT, and a debate ensued, in which Messrs. 
BENTON, CALHOUN, PRESTON, DIXON, 
HUBBARD, KNIGHT, HENDERSON, WHITE, 
and SMITH of Indiana participated, when the ques- 
tion was taken on the passage of the bill, and de- 
cided in the affirmative—ayes 28, nays 8, as fol- 
lows: 3 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Dixon, Ful'on, Graham, Hub- 
bard, Ker, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Nichol- 
son, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Rives, Roane, Ro- 


binson, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, Wall, 
Webster, Williams, Wright, and Young—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Henderson, Mangum, Preston, and 
White—8. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted to the Se- 
nate a message from the President of the United 
States, in reply to the resolution of the Senate of 
the 5th instant, requesting him to communicate to 
the Senate,ifnot deemed incompatible with the pub‘ic 
interest,the correspondence, if any, between the State 
Department and the representatives of any foreign 
Government relative to the negroes taken on board 
the L’Amistad, which has occured since that trans. 
mitted with his message of the 21st March, 1840. 

The message was ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, in reply toa resolutionof the Senate in rela- 
tion to the losses sustained by the Government from 
the use of bank paper; which was ordered to be 
printed, with 20,000 extra copies. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, in relation to the value of foreign coins; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

The Senate then adjourned to Monday next, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 12, 1840, 


After the journal had been read, i 
Mr. CUSHING, from the Joint Committee ap- 


pointed on the part of the House to wait on WiL- 
Liam Henry Harrison, of Ohio, and inform him 
of his election to the Presidency of the United 
States, reported: That the committee bad waited on 
the President elect, and informed h'm of the result 
of the vote; when he replied, that he received this 
manifestation of the confidence of bis countrymen 
with profound gratitude, and that he would ear- 
nestly devote himself to the discharge of the duties 
imposed on him, by endeavoring to promote the 
union and welfare of the country, according to his 
best abilities. 


Mr. BURKE, in pursuance of notice, offered 
by following resolution: 

Resolved, That the special committee appointed 
the order of the House, at the last session, on the 
subject of stationery, and the memorial of the 
Clerk, be reappointed. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. BURKE moved a suspension of the rules, 
andon that motion demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and being taken, the motion 
was negalived. 

Mr. JONES ef Virginia then moved that the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, for the purpose of re- 
suming the consideration of the 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed, and being ordered, were—yeas 65, nays 84. 

So the House refused to go into committee. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 

The first business in order was the Senate bill 
(reported from the Committee on the Public Lands 
by Mr. Crary, on Wednesday, with several amend- 
ments) entitled, “An act to authorize the Legisla- 
tures of the States of Arkansas, Louisiana, and 
‘Teanessce, to sell lands heretofore appropriated for 
the use of schools in those States.” The question 
pending was on the motion of Mr. Peck to commit 


the bill, with the amendments, to the Committee of | 


the {Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PECK modified the motion, so that the bill, 
as amended, be printed and laid upon the table for 
the present, for the purpose of giving members an | 
opportunity of examining it; which was agreed to, 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bili from 
the Senate, entitled “An act for the relief of cer- 
tain settlers on the public lands, who were deprived 
of the benefits of the act granting pre-emption 
rights, which was approved on the 19th of Jane, 
1834,” reported the same without amendment: laid 
on the table. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled “An 
aet supplementary to an act entitled, ‘An act to en- 
courage the introduction and prov ote the cultiva- 
tion of tropical plants, approved 7th July, 1838,” | 


reported ‘the same, without amendment; ‘ahd t 
bil was read a third time, and passed. ` f 
Mr. CASEY, from the same committee, to which . 
was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled “An. 
act supplementary to the act entitled, ‘An act for 
the discontinuance of the office of Surveyor Gene. 
ral in the several districts, so soon as the surveys. 
therein can be completed; for abolishing land ‘of: 
fices under certain circumstances; and: for. other 
purposes,” approved June 12, 1840,” reported* the 
same, with an amendment: referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole Heuse on ‘the state of the 
Union. ae cae 
Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the same com~ 
mittee, to which was referred. the bill from the’ Se- 
nate, entitled “An act to relinquish to the State. of 
Mississippi the two per cent. fund accruing by the 
act for the admission of said State into the Union,” 


reported the same without amendment. h 

Before the question was decided, the hour al- 
lowed for reports expired. i aoe 

‘And then, on motion of Mr, FILLMORE, the 
rules were suspended so as to continue to receive 
reports from committees; and the bill reported ‘by 
Mr. Tuompson of Mississippi again coming before 
the House, it was committed to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. i 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on. tht 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bill from 
the Senate, entitled “An act for the benefit ‘of the - 
Selma and Tennessee railroad,” reported ihe same 
With sundry amendments; which was committed to 
the whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JOS, L. WILLIAMS, from the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, to which was 
referred the petition of sundry citizens of Maples- 
ville, Bibb county, Alabama, praying compensa- 
tion sufficient to secure the services of a postmaster 
to periorm the extraordinary duties required at that 
office, made an unfavcrable report thereon: laid on 
the table. iui = 

Mr. JOS. L. WILLIAMS, from the same com- 
mittee, made an unfavorable report upon the peii- 
tion of Samuel Quarles: laid on the table.. j 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled 
“An act for the relief of Avery, Salunarsh and 
Company,” reported the same without amendment: 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, made an un- 
favorable report on the petition of Alen Sammons, 
of the State of Tennessee: laid on the table. 

Mr. McKAY, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill from the Senate, enti- 
tled “An act for the relief of Francis A. Harrison,” 
reported the same without amendment: committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House. 

On moticn of Mr. McK. the same committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of John Prack; and the petition was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. McCARTY, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill making an 
appropriation for the Island Fire Company; which 
was read a first and second time, committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to'be 
printed. : 

Mr. McC. from the same committee, reported a 
bill to provide for the sale of the real estate of ine 
fanis, in certain cases; which was read a first and 
second iimg, and committed toa Committee of the 
Whole Hvuse, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McC. from the some committee, reported a 
bill to provide for the arrest and detention. of, and 
demand of fugitives from jastice; which was read: 
referred to the Commitice on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. ; y 

Mr. WILLIAM COST JOHNSON, from the 
same committee, reported a bill for the relief of 
Caspar W. Weaver; which was read a first and 
second time, committed. to a Committee of the 
Whole Houze, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BEIRNE,. from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill from the Senate, en 
titled “An act to extend the charler of the Bank of 
Alexandria, in the city of Alexandria,” reported 
the same without amendment: committed toa Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. ; 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the same committee, to 


1660 


which was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled 
“An act for the relief of John Carter,” reported the 
game without amendment: committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House. : 

Mr. SAMUELS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciaty, to which was referred the petition of Wil- 
liam J. Roberts, made a report thereon, accompa- 
nied by a bill for the relief of William J. Roberts 
and William Detherage; which bill was read a first 
and second time, committed to a Committee of the 
Whole Heuse, and the bill and report ordered to 
be printed. ; 

` ‘Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, submitted the following 
REPORT. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the petition of Charles Holt, report: 

That in the month of September, 1799, petition- 
er, at the circuit court, in the State of Connecticut, 
was indicted and found guilty of having printed 
and published what was alleged to bea libel against 
Mr. John Adams, the then President of the United 
States, the alleged libel was in the following words, 
to wit: “The officers of the new corps met in Dan- 
bury, and assigned the stations for each in which to 
enlist soldiers as recruits. The newspapers also 
announce that the President has directed the addi- 
tional regiments to be organized. In so seriousa 
crisis, I trust that a few remarks will not be amiss. 
A question arises, where are these recruits fora 
standing army to be found? Among our sprightly 
and eaterprising young farmers, who, by industry 
and economy, may grow rich, become fathers of 
families, and men of great respectability as hus- 
bandmen in the immense regions which are culti- 
vating in the West? No: they are ready in thrir 
places to do military duty at the risk of life, in or- 
der to ward off invasion, or to crush intestine tu- 
muits. Butthey will never give their leave to the 
Prussian military disciptine, or devote their 
valor to promote the views of ambition, or to op- 
press their country and posterity with a standing 
army. They will never be the companions of the 
refuse of mankind, taken from gaols and brothels, 
from Tyburn and Nes gate; they will never spend 
their best days in armies and vice, in order to glite 
ter in regimentals, wear a sword, and lounge in 
idleness as drones, pitied and penniless. The best 
comment upon the recruiting service and address to 
the manly feelings of American youth, is the ap- 

‘pointment of Alexander Hamilton to command 
our army after the affair of crim. cen. Itsprelude 
to our President’s advice to the young men of Phi- 
ladelphia, to study virtue and science, is an instance 
of human fallibility and inconsistency. Are we 
young officers and soldiers to learn virtue of Gene- 
ral Hamilton, or, like their General, are they to be 
found in the bed of adultery? This is a serious con- 
sideration for statesmen, for the army, for fathers, 
brothers, husbands, and sons. Officers in recruiting 
services are generally successful; but soldiers are 
nol very fit for service under seventeen or eighteen 
years; such may serve John Quincy Adams 
when he is Jord protector of the United States, but 
cannot defend us in the present case in actual ser- 
vice, especially on the frontiers aad among the fe- 
male Indians. Officers are not always moral or 
eareful to provide for the first of their amours. 
This must enforce the obligation for the sake of 
morality, to discourage standing armies in the na- 
tion. No men are treated with less respect and de- 
ference at this time than those whe are paradiag in 
regimentals, and recruiting in our country towns 
and cities. The people consider them as useless 
and burdensome, as idle and dissipated, and 
they are too noble to forsake honorable industry 
to feed upon the vitals of their conntry,to extend court 
influence, or to be ellured and bribed into silence. 
‘When “they are not preferred in promotions, ne- 
glected military men generally become foes to that 
cause which neglects to employ them, and the enor- 
mous number whe are now soliciting, if they be- 
come unfriendly to eur Executive, will vive an al- 
most totai change to the next electi n, unless com- 
missiens and pay are bestowed on them. The peo- 
pie, see and feel this in every part of the conn- 
try. Out war advocates are, therefore, anxious for 
hostilities. The war and election being over, these 
officers and soldiers will be sold and secrified on 
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some forlorn hope, for our folly in not immediately 
petitioning for a stop to the further progress in rais- 
ing a standing army. General Hamilton was mar- 
ried to the daughter of General Schuyler of New 
York, sister of Mrs. Church. Mrs. Church, then 
called Carter, was co-contractor in the late army, 
with Col. Woodsworth, both of whom made great 
fortunes by the war; and the son of Mrs. ©. is 
about to marry the daughter of Mr. Bingham of 
Philadelphia, the Federal Senator. Thus are our 
advocates for war connected and allied tcgether. 
Are our sons to fight battles that a certain class of 
men may reap the spoil, or enlarge their power and 
fortunes upon our destruction? Such, my fellow- 
citizens of Connecticut, are part of the facts which 
itis the duty of every man to present for your con- 
sideration, before you permit your sons to enter into 


wars, which may destroy both you and them. | 


Scarcely removed from the distresses of one war— 
burdened with taxes—paying heavy charges to sup- 
port your executive, legislative, judicial and eccle- 
siastical system, you are to be upon your guard. 
Your prisons are crowded—lawyeis are severe and 
the clergy exact. Information is exclided from 
you, by feitered presses, and you cannot be too 
steadf-st in the defence of your Government and 
Coustitution which were earned with blood, and se- 
cured by wisdom. Who are to fight these batiles? 
The exempts in our list, whose occupations in cle- 
rical and civil capacities excuse them from services, 
or those who, by rancor, have excited war on the 
part of the French Republic against the United 
States? Some want a war that the public may be 
diverted from our examination into their proceed- 
ings. Others to make fortunes upon the public 
spoil ” 

The court deemed the publication above recited, 
libellous, and under the second section of the act, 
commonly called the sedition Jaw, passed the 4h 
July, 1798, which section is as follows, to wit: 

“And be it further enacted, That if any person 
shall write, print, utter or publish, or sha!l cause or 
procure to be writien, printed, uttered or published, 
or shall knowingly and wilfully assist or aid in 
writing, printing, uttering or publishing any fal:e, 
scandalous and malicious writing or writings 
against the Government ef the United States, or 
either House of the Congress of the United States, 
or of the President of the United States, with in- 
tent to defame the said Government, or either House 
of the said Congress, or the President, or to bring 
them or either of them into contempt or disrespect,or 
to excite against them, or either or any of them the 
hatred of the good people of the United Siates, &c. 
then such person being thereof convicted, before 
any court of the United States having jurisdiction 
thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
two thousand dollars, and by imprisonment not ex- 
ceeding two years ” 

Upon this indictment, Charlest Holt was con- 
victed and sentenced by the court to be imprisoned 
for three months; to pay a fine of two hundred 
dollars, and the cost of the prosecution, taxed at 
twenty-nine dollars, and to stand committed until 
the fine and cost were paid, which were paid as 
appears by the exemplification of the record of 
the said trial and proceedings now on file in this 
House. 

The committee are of opinion that the sum above 
recited was unconstiutional, null, aed void, passed 
under a mistaken exercise of undelegated power; 
and that the mistake ought to be corrected by re- 
turning the fine ro obiained, with interest thereon, 
to said petitioner. The committee do not deem it 
necessary to discuss at length the character of that 
law, or to assign all the reasons, however demon- 
strative, that bave iadveed the convietion of its un- 
constitationality, No question connected with the 
liberty of the press ever excitec a more universal and 
mtense interest—ever received so acuie, able, long 
continued, and elaborate investigation—was ever 
more generally onderstoo4, cr so conclusively set- 
tled by the concurring opinions of all parties after 
the heated political contesi bad passed away. All 
that remains now to be dose by the Re- 
presen'atives of the people who condemned this 
act of their agents as unauthorized and transcend- 
ing their grant of power, to place beyond question, 
doubt, or cavil, that mandate of the Constitution 


prohibiting Congress from abridging the liberty of 
the press, and. to discharge an honest, just, moral, 
and honorable obligation, is to refund from the 
Treasury the fine thus illegally and wrongfully ob- 
tained from one of their citizens; for. which purpose 
the committee herewith report a bill. 

The report was accompanied by a bill; which 
was read twice, committed to a Committee of the 
Whole, and the bill and report ordered to be 
printed. =, . . 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the same committee, 
to which was referred the petition of John Jobn- 
sion, made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which bill waš read a first and second 
time, committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and the biil and report ordereå to be printed. 

Mr. T. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Henry J. Defrees and 
Stephen Jermy, made a report thereon, accompa- 
nied by a bill for their relief, which was read a 
firstand second lime, committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the report, ordered to ` 
be printed. 

Mr. HOFFMAN, from the same Commit- 
tee, to whieh was referred the bill from the Se- 
nate, entitled “An to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to make an arrangement or compro- 
mise with any of the sureties on bonds given to the 
United States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector 
of customs for the port of New York,” reported 
the same without amendment. 


FOURTH INSTALMENT OF DEPOSITES. 
Mr. STANLY, in conformity with notice here- 
tofore given, on the 21st of December last, asked 
leave to introduce a biil providing forthe payment 
of the fourth instalment to the States, according to 
the acts of June, 1836, and October, 1837, when 
the public debt is paid, and to release the States 
from all obligation to pay either of the instalments. 
Oa the question of granting leave, the yeas and 
nays were demanded, and were, yeas 66, nays 83, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Jno. W. Allen, Baker, 
Boardman, Brockway, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Clark, James Cooper, Cranston, Edward Davies, 
Garret Davis, Deberry, Deller, Edwards, Everett, 
Fillmore, Gates, Giddings, Goode, Graves, Grin- 
nell, Hall, Henry, Hoffman, James, Charles John- 
ston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lane, 


` Lincoln, McCarty, Fiancis Mallery, Mason, Mont- 
‘gomery, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Mor- 
‘Yow, 


Osborne, Peck, Randall, Rariden, Reed, 
Ridgway, Russell, Simonton, ? Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Un- 
derwood, Edward D. White, Lewis Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Winthrop—66. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Black, Bovd, Aaron V. Brown, William O. 
Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carroll, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R. 
Cooper, Crabb, Crary, Cross, John Davis, Doan, 
Dromgoole, Dasean, Eal, Eastman, Ely, Fisher, 
Floyd, Gerry, Goggin, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hubbard, 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nath. 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, Me- 
Clellan, McCulloch, McKay, Meredith Mallory, . 
Montanya, Samvel W. Morris, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Reynolds, Rives, Ed- 
ward Rogers, James Rogers, Satnuels,Shaw,Albert 
Smith, Thomas Smih, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Sweney, P. F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, and Henry Wilhams—83. 

So the Hogse refused to grant leave. 

On moticn of Mr. NATHANIEL JONES, the 
Commitee on Revolutionary Claims was dis- 
charged from the farther consideration of the peti- 
tien of the heirs of Edward Pannell, and the petition 
was laid on the table. f 

Mr. NATHANIEL JONES, frora the Commit- 
tee on Revoiutionary Claims, made unfavorabe 
reports upon the petitions of Sally C. Wenwood 
and Eliza S. Wenwocd,.the heirs of Sarlton Wood- 
son; and Nicholas Murray and others, heirs of 
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James Murray; which reports were ordered to lie 
upon the table, and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. NATHANIEL JONES, the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of the heirs of F. W. Smith, late a licutenant 
in the army; and the same was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ELY, from the Committee on Revoluiiona- 
ry Claims, to which was referred the petition of the 
representatives of Lieut. Rignol Hillary, made a 
report thereon, accompanied by a bill for their re- 


lief; which was read twice, committed to a Com- ` 


mittee of the Whole House, and ardercd to be 
prin‘ed. 

Mr. ELY, from the same committie, to which 
was referred Ihe petition of the representatives of 
Nathaniel Irish, made a report thereon, accompa- 
nied by a bill for their relief, read. twice, commit- 
ted toa Committee of the Whoie House, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. ELY, from the same ecmmitiee, made un- 
favorable reports upon the petitions cf Marcus 
Brown, the heirs of Capt. Joseph Michaux, and 
Nathan Williams: laid upon the table. 

Oa motion of Mr. ELY, the same committee 
were discharged from the further consideration of 
the petitions of Margaret Chapen avd George 
Frisbie; and said petitions were Jaid on the table. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the same committee, 
made unfavorable reports upon the petitions of tke 
heirs of Jonathan Snowden, Catharine Telfair, 
daughter of Captain Isaiah Wool, and the heirs 
of Wood Jones; which reports were laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, the same 
committee were discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Thomas Keates; and 
the same was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the same committee, 
to which was referred the petition of the keirs of 
Colonel Thomas Knowiton, made a report thereon, 
accompanied by a bill to authorize the payment of 
the seven years’ half pay, due on account of the 
services of Thomas Knowlton, deceased, in the 
war of the Revolution: read twice, and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. HALL, from the same commitice, made an 
unfavarable report tipon the petition of the heirs of 
Ephraim Bowen; whch report was committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. HALL, from the same committee, made un- 
favorable reports in the cases of Edward R. Lau- 
rens, administrator of Thomas Ruiledge; of Henry 
Hobson, legatee of Joseph Hobson, deceased; of 
the heirs of John Godeli, deceased; of the heirs of 
Robert Vance, deceased; of the heirs of Dr. 
Charles Taylor; of the heirs of Augustin Wiilett; 
which reports were severally ordered to lie on the 
tale. x 
Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the same commit- 
tee, made unfavorable reports in the cases of the 
heirs of Richard Chenowe:h, deceased; on the peti- 
tion of the heirs of Samuel J. Axton; on the petition 
of Humphrey Willard; on the petition of Josiah 
Briscoe; which reports were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Revolutionary 
Committee, made a report upon the petition of the 
heirs of Richard Shubriek, accompanied by a bill 
for their relief; which bill was read twice and com- 
milled to a Committes of the Whole House, 

On motion of TRIPLET F, the same committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of John Maddox; and the same was 
referred to the Commitiee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. 

On moiion of Mr. CALHOUN, the Committee 
on Private Land Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of the heirs 
of Major General Doportail, Brigadier General 
Armand, and Major De la Combe; and the same 
were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

Mr. CALHOUN, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, made a report upon the petition 
of Obed P. Lacey, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; read twice and committed, k 


Mr. VROOM, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill from the Senate, en- 
titled “an act to continue in force the act for the 
the final adjustment of private land claims in Mis- 
souri, approved 9th July, 1832, and the act sup- 
plementary thereto, approved 23 March, 1833,” 
reported the same without amendment: com- 
mitted. f 

Mr. JAMESON, from the same committee, to 
was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled “an 
act for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau,” re- 
poried the same without amendment: committed, 

Mr. J, from the same Committee, made a report 
upon the petition of James Fort Mause in the right 
of his house, reperted a bill to confirm Margaret 
Adniaide Muse in her claim to a certain tract of 
land in the State of Lowisiana; read twice and com- 
mitted. 


Mr. DELLETT, from the same committee, 
made a report upon the petition of Valerain Al- 
laine, accompanied by a bill for his relief: read 
twice, and comm tted. 

Oa motion of Mr. DELLETT, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Samuel Norris and Frede- 
rick Sangrain, and that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. D. from the same committee, reported back, 
without amendment, S-nate bill entitled ‘An act 
confirming to George Tucker, his heirs or assigns, 
a certain tract of land in Alabama: committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. D. also reported back to the House, Senate 
bill entitled “An act for the relief of Chas. Mor- 
gan of Louisiana, without amendment: committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. BOARDMAN, from the same committee, 
made an unfavorab.c report upon the petition of 
Narcissa Carmouch; which report was ordered to 
lie upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. BOARDMAN, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Private Land 
Ciaims be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Robert Graham, and that the 
petitionerhave leave to withdraw the same. 

Mr. CROSS, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the patition of Jacob Thomas, made 
an unfavorable report thereon; which report was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. C. from the sams committee, also reporied 
baek to the House, without amendment, Senate bill 
entitled “An act to authorize the issuing of a pa- 
tent to the heirs or legal representatives of Fran- 
cis Rivaad, deceased: committed to Committee of 
the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. WICK, 

Ordered, Tnat the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be discharged from the furtber considera- 
tion of the petition of Peter Randon, and that it 
be laid upon the table. 

On reports be'ng called from the Committee on 
Manufactures, 

Mr. ADAMS, after some brief remarks in rela- 
lation to the bill heretofore reported by that com- 
mittee for preventing frauds ia the collection of the 
rerenue, moved tha: said bill be made the special 
order for the 22d instant. 

On the question being taken, it was decided in 
the negative, as followa—yeas 66, nays 59, not 
two-thirds. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
to which was referred Senate bill entitled “An act 
for the relief of ihe legal representatives of Nathan 
Pryor, deceased, be discharged from the fnrther 
consideration thereof, and that if be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, to which was referred the Senate bill entitled 
€ An act for the relief of Gardon S. Hubbard, Ro- 
bert E. Kinzie, and others, reported the same wiih- 
out amendment. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Commitee on Military 
Affairs, made reports adverse to the following pe- 
titions, viz: Of Mrs. Frances Barr, for compensa. 
tion for the services of her husband in the late 
war; of Mrs. Frances P. Gardiner, the wife of 
Captain G. W. Gardiner, for the renewal of pen- 


sion; of Mrs, Rosanna McConn, for five years’ 


half pay, ete. on account of the. services <of ‘her: 
husband, ‘a. soldier of the late war with: Great 
Britain; which reports were laid on tke table, and: - 
ordered to be printed. -- i Ea Gears s a 

Mr. G. also, from the same commites, made a 
report adverse to the petition‘of Henry Rogers and: 
Wiiliam Rogers, asking the passage of. anvact.of 
Congress to enable them to surrender a ‘military 
land warrant, and to receive half pay for. their 
father’s services; laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. ; fe ce 

Mr. G alto asked that the committee ‘be “dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the me- 
moal cf Elkanah Watson, setting forth the: ad- 
vantages to the United States of a railroad for mie 
litary purposes from Port Kent, on Lake Chami- 
plain, to Ogdensburg, in New York. Committee 
discharged. : : i 

Mr. G. also reported a bill for the relief of Gene- 
ral Daniel Parker. Laid on the table, ordered to . 
be printed, and made ‘the order of the day for to- 
morrow, 

On motion of Mr. SUMTER, | pits 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs, 
to which was referred the petition of Gonom. and 
Monrose, in relation to the system of telegraphs, 
be discharged from the further consideration thereof; 
and that it be laid upon the table. . : 

Mr. KEMBLE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which the subject was referred, made a 
report, eccompanied by a, bill to authorize-the én- 
listment of boys in the army of the United’ States; 
which was read a first and second time, and ¢om- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. K. also reported a joint resolution fer print- 
ing map of Northwest Territory; which was read 
a first and second time and committed. E 

Mr. K. also reported a bill, accompanied by a 
report, to reimburse the State cf Vermont for ser- 
vices of her militia; read twice and committed, 

Mr. K. also reported a bill to authorize the en- 
listment of militia in Florida for one year; which 
was twice read and committed. 

Mr. W. 0. BUTTLER presented additional tes- 
timony in tke cases of Sasan Foster, Rebecca Mc-. 
Pherson, and Martha Conly; which - was referred. 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. < 

Mr. B. also reported a bill appropriating $10,000 
for the repair of the buildings, and the purchase 
of additional ground at the Newport barracks, in 
the State of Kentucky; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. MONTANYA, from the Committee cn Na- 
val Affairs, made an unfavorable report upon the 
petition of Mary B. Babson, daughter of Nathaniel 
Harriden; laid on the table, ; 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, made a 
report upon the petition of Jeseph Morrell, accom- 
panied by a bill for his relief; read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. DICKERSON, from the same committee, 
made unfavorable repopts upon the petitions of Sa- 
rah A. Bacon, widows of Federick A. Bseon; Jas. 
Barrou, and James Jackson of England; laid on 
the table. 

Bir. REED, from the same committee, made a 


‘report upen the petition of James Glynn and 


others, accompanied by a bill for their relief; read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. BROCKWAY, from the same commitiee, 
madea report upon the petitionof Mary Ripley, 
widow of Jabes Ripley, accompanied by a bill; read 
twice and committed. ee 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on Foreign 
Ailairs, to which was referred the bill from the Se- 
nate entitled “An act to regulate commercial ~in- 
tereourse with the port of Cayenne, in the colony 
of French Guiana, and to remit certain duties,” 
reported the same, without amendment: commitied 
to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. : 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, it was 

Resolved, That the President of the. United States 
be requested, if ia his judgment not incompatible 
with the public service, to communicate to this 
House the documents and other information in 
possession of the Executive, regarding the claims 
of the United States on the Government of Hayti; 

Mr. C H, WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
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Foreign Affairs, made an unfavorable report upon 
the petition of Alexander Scott; which was laid 
on the table. : à 

Mr. PICKENS, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, Senate bill entitled, 
č An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to refund the duties collected on the French ship 
Alexandre:” committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. . 

Mr. CLIFFORD, from the same committee, re- 

ported a bill “making farther provision for the ex- 
ploration and survey of that part of the Northeast- 
ern boundary line of the United States which sepa- 
rates the States of Maine and New Hampshire from 
the British Provinces:” read twice, and committed 
toa Committee of the Whole House. 
ı Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on the 
Territories, made a report, asking leave to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of the citizens of Jacksonville, East Florida, 
for a renewal of their city charter: laid on the ta- 
bie. 

Also, a report from the same committee, asking 
` leave to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of J. H. Bronson, E. B. Gould, 
and Joseph S. Sanchez, for changing the place of 
holding criminal courts: laid on the table. 

Also, a bilfauthorizing the Legislative Council 
of Florida to change the time of meeling of the 
council: read twice, and committed. 

Also, a bill authorizing the adjustment of losses 
sustained by citizens of Florida in 1814, by the 
United States troops: read twice, and committed. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, to which was referred 
Senate bills of the following titles, viz: 

. An act granting a pension to Lemuel White; 

An act for the relief of Samuel Collins; 

An act for the relief of David Waller; 

_-An act for the relief of Joseph Bassett; 

An act for the relief of Many Brettyman; 
reported the same without amendment; which said 
bills were severally committed. 

Mr. T. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill from the Senate entitled “An act 
for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow of Elijah 
Barnes, reported the same with amendments: com- 
mitted. 

Mr. BROCKWAY, from the same committee, 
to which was referred the petition of Phillis Talton, 
made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill for 
her relief: read twice, and committed. 

Mr. TALISFERRO, from the same committee, 
made unfavorable reports upon the petitions 
of Polly Downing, Mary Adams, Mary Pike, 
Rewland Ledbetter, William Auglea, Ebenezer 
Johnson, Conrad Widrig, John Latham, Samuel 
Edgecomb, Thomas Butman, Matthew Boughton, 
Margaret Glencer, and Edward Brooks: laid on 
the table, 

Mr. HAND, from the same committee, reported 
bills for the relief of Elizabeth Bishop, Nathan 
Baldwin, and Mary Reed, formerly widow of 
Francis Ryan, accompanied by a report in each 
ease; which bills were read twice, and com- 
mitted, 

Mr. H. from the same committee, reported 
adversely upon the petitions of Mary Hitchcock, 
Daniel McCarty, John Clark, and John B. Fulks: 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. H. the same committee were 
discharged from the farther consideration of the 
petitions of Jemima Bisbe, John Grigsby, and 
Squire Ferris, and they were laidon the table. 

Mr. EDWARD DAVIS, from the same com- 
mittee, reported bills for the relief of Samuel 
Patch, and the heirs of Joseph Plumb, accompa- 
nied by a report in each case; which bills were 
read twice, and commiited. 

Mr, PECK, from the same committee, reperied 
bills granting an increase cf pension to Lydia 
Hoard, and granting a pension to Sarah Decker, 
accompanied by. a report in each case; which bil's 
were read: twice, and committed. 

Mr. PECK, from the same commitiee, reported 
adversely. upoa tbe: petitions of Kesiah Ronsom; 
Heary Andrews, widow of Henry Blackshire; and 
Samuel Campbell; which reporis were iaid upon 
the table, 
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On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, the same com- 
mittee were discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petitions of Benjamin Gailop and Wil- 
liam Moore; George W. Kelly; Elizabeth Gibbs; 
Daniel Ingolls; and Hannah Branch; whieh were 
laid on the table. - i 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported the following bills, 
viz: 

A bill for the relief of John Black; 

A bill for the relief of John Hogg; i 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Adams, formerly 
widow of John Greene; 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Woodard; 

A bill for the relief of Mercy Lord; 
which were read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. CARR, the same committee 
were discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of Catherine Vanderbelt; Thomas 
Brows; Barbara Forbes; Thomas Harvey; and 
George S. Hawkins; and the latter petitions were, 
on his motion, referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, leave wf 
given to Rebecca McCann, ard the heirs of David 
Brooks, to withdraw their papers. 

On motion of Mr. OSBORNE, leave was given to 
Susan Ellwood to withdraw her petition. 

On motion of Mr. HAND, leave was given to 
Daniel J. Taylor to withdraw his petition from the 
files of the House. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS, from the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions, reported without amend- 
ment the biil from the Senate, entitled “An act for 
the relief of John McNeil:” committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS, frem the same com- 
mittee, reported bills for the relief of William R. 
Jaynes, Daniel Dunham, and Wilfred Knott, ac- 
companied by a bill in each case, execpt Daniel 
Dunham; which bills were read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS, from the same com- 
miltee, reported adversely upon the petitien of Pe- 
ter Houston; laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. C. M. the same committee 
were discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of Wiliam Cenuingham; laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. STRONG, the same com- 
mittee were discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petitions of Christopher Lambert, Con- 
rad Herty, David Penhailow, and Asa Devrington, 
and the said petitions were laid on the table. 

Mr. S. from the same committee, reported ad- 
versely upon the petitions of Elizabeth Shame, and 
Hugh Neullay; laid on the table. 

Mr. S. from the same committee, reported bills 
for the relief of Daniel Chase, John Hicks, and Sa- 
muel B. Hugo, accompanied by a bill in each case; 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. DOAN, from the same commnittee, made ad- 
verse reports upon the petitions of Philip Avspach, 
Reuben M. Gibbs, Jacob Miller, and William 
Simms; laid on the table. 

On moiion of Mr. D. the same committee were 
discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tion ef John Godfrey; and the petition was laid on 
the table, 

Mr. EDWARDS, from the same commitiee, re- 
ported bills for toe relief of Jonathan Bean, Field- 
iag Pratt, and George Hommell, accompanied by 
a bill in each case; which bills were twice read and 
committed. 

Mr. E. from the same committee, made adverse 
reports upen the petitions of Ellen A. Schennek, 
Coffin Saubora, Peleg Fallman, Moses Archer, and 
Wiltiam Newton; whieh were laid on the table. 

Mr. DOAN, from the same committee, reported 
bills for the relief of Samuel Diey ard Hugh Wal- 
lace Warmley, accompanied by a report in each 
case; which bills were twice read, and committed. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the same committee, 
reported bills for the relief of John Piper and Wil- 
liam Butterfield, accompanied by billsin each case; 
whicà bills were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports upon the petitions of Deantha 'Thom- 


son, widow of William Thomson, and Gideon A. 
Perry: laid on the table... 
Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the Committee on 


Invalid Pensions, made unfavorable reports upon 


the petitions of Jeremiah Wright, Palmer Branch, 
John Aston, John Johnson, Nathaniel Davis, John 
Spear, and James Bailey; which reports were or- 
dered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. C. also made a report upon the ‘petition of 
Benjamin Hunt, accompanied by a bill for his re» 
lief; which was read twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. CHITTENDEN, the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Mary 
Davenport; and it was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. S. W. MORRIS, from the same committee, 
reported sundry bills, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Neil Shannon; 

A bill for the relief of Levi M. Roberts; 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Westlake; and 

A bill for the relief of Lyman M. Cooke; 
accompanied by a report in each case; which bills 
were severally read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. : 

Mr. 8S. W. MORRIS also made unfavorable re- 
ports upon the petitions of Elisha Plumb, John 
Steer, George Miller, William Parker, a Senaca 
Indian, Robert Marshall, Benjamin Walker, and 
Betsy D. Buskirk; which reports were ordered to 
lie upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. S. W. MORRIS, the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitien of Robert 
Acheart, and the petition was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to which was referred Senate 
bill entitied “An act making apprepriation to com- 
plete the removal of the raft of Red river, and for 
other purposes, reported the same without amend- 
ment; which was committed to the Committee of 
ihe Whale. 

Mr. HOPKINS, (in behalf of Mr. James Gar- 
LAND, who is confined by sickness,) from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, reported a bill to continue 
in force the first section of an act entitled “An act 
to extend the time for loeating Virginia military 
land warrants, and returning surveys thereon to 
the General Land Office,” approved July 7, 1838; 
which bill was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Oa motion of Mr. GALBRAITH, the Commit- 
tee of the Whole was discharged from the conside- 
ration of the bill making an appropriation for the 
improvement of the navigation of the Alleghany 
river, betwren Pittsburg and Olean, and the bill re- 
ferred to a Comumitiee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported back Senate bill entitled “An act in addi- 
tion to an act to promote the progress of the useful 
aris,” without amendment; which was committed 
to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. B. also reported Senate bill, without amend- 
ment, entitled “An act to make certain appropria» 
tions for the Patent Office; which was committed 
to a Committes of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. ; 

Mr, B. also madea report on the petition of 
John Pettibone, accompanied by a bill to extend 
the patent heretofore granted io Daniel Pettibone; 
which was read twice, and commiit:d to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. LEONARD, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds, made a report upon the 
petition of Hagh Stewart, accompanied by a bill 
for bisreliel; which was read twice, and committed 
toa Committee of the Whole. 

Oa motion of Mr. L. the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Greunds was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Samuel 
Atch'sson, and it was referred to the Committee for 
the District of Colamb‘a. 

On monon of Mr. L the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of A. W. D.nham, and it was laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. L. from the same commtttee, reported a join 
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resolution for the relief of Masterton and Smith, 
contractors for the marble work on the General 
Post Office Building, and for other purposes; which 
was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-moorow. 

Mr. L, by leave, presented a petition of Jacob 
Kerr, praying remuneration in land or money for 
the loss of sundry bounty land warrants of which 
he has been defrauded by the dishonesty of a Go- 
vernment agent; which petition was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. T. W. WILLIAMS, from the Committee 
on Mileage, reported a bill to establish a more uni- 
form rule of computing mileage and per diem com- 
pensation of members of Congress; which was 
read twice, and commiited to a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of ihe Union. 

Mr, CLIFFORD, (in behalf Mr. Jous W, Da- 
vis, who is confined by sickness,) from the Select 
Committee,to which was referred a letter from John 
C. Rives, one of the printers to the House, dated 
the 3lst ultimo, and the memorial of Hugh A. 
Garland, Clerk of the House, dated the 4th instant, 
(both communications referring to a controversy 
between the parties, as to the power of the Clerk to 
control the binding of Congressional documents, 
and the printing of the special orders of the Hlouse,) 
made a report thereon, which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, reported a bill regulating the taking testimo- 
ny in cases of contested elections, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, from the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means, reported a bill to provide for the 
support of the Military Academy for the year 
1841; which was read twice, and committed to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means was discharged from 
the furtherconsideration of the petition of the city 
council of St. Louis, asking an appropriation 
for the improvement of the harbor of the 
city of St Louis: of the petition of the inha- 
bitants of Preble county, Ohio, in relation to the 
Cumberland read; and ef the petition of the Mo- 
bile and New Orleans Railroad Company; which 
were severally laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the same 
commitiee was discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the papers in relation to an appropria- 
tion for the purchase of a site and erection of an 
arsenal at Charleston, South Carolina, which pa- 
pers were Jaid upon the table. 

‘On motion of Mr. COOPER of Georgia, the same 
committee was discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the petition of Asa Armington, and it 
was laid upon the table. : 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill for the relief of 
Ephraim W. Burr and A. P. Smita of Rhode 
Island; which was read twice, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. H. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of C. de la Flailandiere; which was laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. JARED W. WILLIAMS, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, to which* was referred the peti- 
tion of Pearson Cogswell, late marshal of the dis- 
trict of New Hampshire, made a report ‘thereon, 
accompanied by a bill; which was read* twice, and 
commiited to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which was 
teferred the bill from the Senate entitled “An act 
for the relief of Daniel Q. Skinner of Alabama,” 
reported the same without amendment; which was 
commitied to a Commitiee of the Whole. 


. Mr. RUSSELL, from the same commiitee, to | 


which was referred Senate bills entited “An ect 
‘for tbe relief of Ephraim D. Dickson,” reported the 
same without amendment; which was commited to 
a Commitice of twe Whole. 

Mr. R. from the same committee, to which were 
referred Senate bilis entitled “An act for the relief 
of James H. Relfe,” and “An act for tbe relief of 


Clements, Bryan and Company,” reported the same 
5 ie 
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with amendments; which were severally committed | 


to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. R. from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bill entitled “An act for the relief 
of John C. Reynolds, late disbursing agent of the 
Indian Department,” made an adverse report there- 
on; and the bill was comńitted to a Committe: of 
the Whole. . . 

Mr. R. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the Senate bill entilled “An act to autho- 
rize the Secretary of War to adjust and pay to Ben- 
jamin Murphy, of Arkansas, the value of his cors, 
cattle, and hogs, taken by the Cherokee Indians in 
the month of December, 1828, made an unfavora- 
ble report thereon; and the bill was committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the petition of J. W. Nye, as- 
signee of Peter Bargy, made an unfavorable report 
thereon; which report was laid on the table. 

Mr. D. from the same commiitee, to which was 
referred the Senate bill entitled. “An actin addi- 
tion to an act for the relief ef Walter Loomis and 
Abel Gay, approved July 2, 1836,” made an ad- 
verse report thereon; and the bill was committed to 
a Committes of the Whele. 

Mr. D. from the same committee, reported a bill 
further to continue in force the “Act for the pav- 
ment of horses and other property lost in the mili- 
tary service of the United States,” which was read 
a third time, and passed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the Senate bill entitled “An 
act to authorize the accounting officers of the Trea- 
sury to settle the accounts of Francis Gehon, late 
marshal of Wiskonsan,” made an adverse report 
thereon, and the bill was committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. Œ. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Ann Mason Tutl; which was laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee cn Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill from the Se- 
nate entitled “An act to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to procure steam vessels for the 
revenue service;” reporied the same without 
amendment: committed. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported adversely on the petition of Wm. 
Jones, late Postmaster of the City of Washington: 
laid on the table. 

Mr, TOLAND, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of Rebecca 
Guest, executrix of John Guert, deceased; ac- 
companied by a report; which bill was read twice, 
and committed. 

A message wes received the President. of the 
United States, by Mr. Abrabam Van Buren, his 
private Secretary, notifying that the President did, 
on the 21 of February, instant, approve an enrolled 
pill entitled “An act making temporary provision 
for lunatics in the District of Columbia.” 

The following message, received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States on the 8:h instant, was 
read as follows: 

To the Senate and House of Represesstatives of the 
United Siaies. 

I stransmit herewith the copy of a report from 
the commissioners for the exploration and survey 
of the Northeastern boundary, in addition to the 
documents sent to Congress, with a reference to a 
further appropriation for the completion of the duly 
entrusted to the commission. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, February 8, 1841. 

Ordered, That said message be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. CRABB asked and obtained leave io intro- 
duce a bill to explain “An aet for the relief of 
Jermison and Williamson,” approved March 3, 
1339; read twice and committed. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, on leave, submitied the fol- 
lowing, viz: 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Jack- 
sonville, Alabama, by White Piains, Adrian’s Fer- 
ry, on Tallapoosa river, Alabama Gold Mines, to 
Carrollton, Georgia. Also, of establishing a route 


trom Lowsville, Madisch county, Alabama, 

Trenton, in Jackson county, same State. =” 
And then, at a quarter past 5 p: m. 

adjourned. i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satunpay, February 13, 1841. ` 

After the journal had been read, 0 0’ a 

. On motion of Mr. CLIFFORD, the House’ re- 

solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on’ the 

state of the Union, (Mr. Banxsin the chair). for. 


_ the purpose of considering, during the morning 


hour, the bill making appropriation for completing 
the survey of the Northeastern boundary ‘of the 
United States. ` ie 
It was discovered, however, that the bill had been. 
sent to the printers, and that itcould not be obtain- 
ed in any reasonable time. : Sete 
Mr. EASTMAN of New Hampshire hoped the 
committee would take up the bill recently intro- 
duced by him, extending for five years the act. of 


1838, granting half pay to certain widows and, 


orphans. ; 

Mr. PICKENS moved that the committee rise. 

The question was put, and the committee was 
counted by tellers-—ayes 40, noes 81. 

So the committee refused to rise. j 

The CHAIR here decided that the rules were 
suspended for the special purpose of acting on a 
particular subject, and thatit would not therefore 
be in order to take up any other matters = 

A bill was here furnished by Mr. Cus#ine, of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, which he said’ was 
a copy of the bill reported by the committee, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the Caa ifthis were 
the identical bill reported by the Committce on Fo- 
reign Affairs. 

Mr. CUSHING said ke could answer. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE would not receive his an- 
swer, and demanded that the Cmar or Clerk re- 
spond to the inquicy whether the bill now present- 
ed was the identical bill reported by the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. i 

T'he Clerk answered it was not. 

Mr. CUSHING said it was a true copy. f 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called on the Housenot to 
act upon any bill which was not the bill actually 
reporied to the House, and spoke as to the danger 
which might arise from the practice now proposed 
to be pursued by substituting a bill said to be a copy 
of the bill. i j 

As the true bitil could not be produced, another 
motion was made that the commitice rise. 

And the question being put, a quorum did not 
vote; upon which the committee rose and reported 
that fact. ; : 

The SPEAKER counted the House, and reported 
that a large quorum was present; and the louse 
again resumed its session in Committee of the 
Whole. — ` 

Mr. EVANS admitted that, according to a strict 
adherence to rule or form, the objections taken by 
Mr. DRoMGOOLE were correct; but, in point of fact, 
the House in almost all cases acted upon bills 
which were only transcripts of the originals. Ie 
acted upon printed bilis, the originals being filed. 
away in the Clerk’s cce. : 

Mr. DROMGOOLE explained, and showed that 
the bills upon which the House usually acted were 
equal to the origivals, as they were the official 
printed copiesffrom the originals; the originals them- 
selves, if any doubt arose, being not only within 
reach cf, but in fact within the actual possession 
of, the Tloase, and might be considered a3-actually 
before it. . . : 

The original bill still not being forthcoming—— . 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the com- 
mittee rise. 

The question was taken by tellers, 
peared—ayes 44, noes 82. f 

‘After remarks {rom several gentlemen as to the 
proper course of proceeding— ; 

Mr. SMITH moved that the committee do pro- 
cced to act upon the bill substituted by Mr. Cusn- 
ING. 

The question was put—Ayes 52, noes 50. 

And so the committee determined to act on the 
bill hand: d in: by Mr. CUSHING. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked if there was auy mode 


and there ap- 


_by which it could be ascertained that the bill which 


the House 


à, 
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the committee had. voted to act upon was a tre 
transcript of the original bill. l 

Mr. CUSHING thought it was too late to ask 

that question. The committee had decided to act 
„upon the transcript handed in by him, copy or no 
copy. Mr. C. went on to explain the provisions 
of the bill, and stated ` that it was identical, in sub- 
stance, with tbe original, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. moved to amend the bill 
by reducing the appropriation from $75,000 to 

37,500. l 
4 Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out $37,500, and inserting $20,000. 

Some discussion foliowed, directed mainly. to the 
proper extent of the appropriation, ia which Messrs. 
ALBERT SMITH, UNDERWOOD, CUSHING, 

‘HAWES, PETRIKIN, PICKENS, TILLING- 
HAST, and VANDERPOEL (the latter of whom 
suggested a compromise of $50,000) participated. 

Mr. PROFFIT was proceeding to make some 
remarks, when, the bour having elapsed, the Chair- 
yaan announced the fact; and the committee there- 
upon rose, (without action,) and reported progress 
BURNING OF THE CAROLINE AND THE 

i CASE OF McLEOD. 

Mr. PICKENS, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, made the following report, which was or- 
deréd to be printed: 

The Commiftee on Foreign Affairs, to whom was 
referred the Message of the President, transmitting 
a correspondénce with the British Minister in rela- 
tion to the burning of the steamboat Caroline, and 
the demand made for the liberation of Mr. Ajexan- 
der McLeod, respectfully report: 

It appears. that the steamboat “Caroline” was 
seized and destroyed in the month of December, 
1837.. The committee are induced to believe that 
the facts of the case are as follows: The boat was 
owned by, and in possession of, a citizen of New 
York. She was cleared from the City of Buffalo, 
and, on the morning of the 29th of December, 
1837, she left the port of Buffalo, bound for Schlos- 
ser, upon the Amcrican side of the Niagara river, 
and within the territory of the United States. The 
original intention seemed to be, to run the boat be- 
tween Buffalo and Schlosser, or, perhaps, from 
Black Roek dam to Schk sser, and, should it seem 
profitable, it was intended to run ber alio to Navy 
Island,‘and touch at Grand Estand and Tenawand.. 
Her owner was Mi. Wells, said to be a respectable 
citizen of Buffalo, and it is obvious, his intention in 
putting up the boat was one of speculation and 
profit entirely. The excitement upon that portien 
of the frontrer, at this period, had collected a great 
many in thé neighborhood—sohie from euriosity— 
some from idleness—and ot>ers /rom taking an in- 
tercst in the unusual and extraordinary esllection of 
adventurous men gathered together at teat time on 
Navy Island. Navy Island was ‘“‘nominally” in the 
British “territory.” 

The owner of the Caroline took advantage of 
these circumstances to make some money with his 
boat, by running her, as a ferry boat, over to Navy 
Island. All these facts appear from testimony 

-regularly taken, (see H. R. Doc. No. 302, page 46 
and 39, 2d Session, 25 h Congress,) and the com- 
mittee know of no legal evidence to contradict 
them. ‘There is no proof that any arms or mu- 
nitions of war were carried in the boat, except, 
perhaps, one small six pounder field-piece belonging 
to a passewger, Tee principal object was to run 
the boat as a ferry beat from Schlosser, on the Ame- 
rican side, to Navy Island, on the Biitish side. Ft 
is believed that, even in war, a neutral power has 
the right to rade in contraband articles, subject, of 
course, to seizure and confiseation, if taken within 
the jarisdiction of cither of the contending parties. 
Whit is contraband of war is nat always certain. 
Treaty stipulations frequently include some arti- 
cles, and exclude others recognised in the law of 
nations. ‘Trading in contraband articles is no ex- 
cuse for invading ihe territory and soil of a neutral 
and independent power, whose private citizens may 
choose to run-the hazards of sneh a trade. In this 
instance there were no two foreign powers engaged 
in war; but all concerned in the outbreak or excite- 
ment within the British jurisdiction, claimed to be 
British subjects, in resistance of the authorities of 


Canada, a province of the British empire. Even 
: i 
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claimed to be subjects of the same empire with 


| no power cn earth could rightfally invade it. 


admitting, then, that the Carcline was engaged in 
contraband trade, yet it was with citizens who 


those who were styled the legitimate officers of the 
Province. Abstracily speaking, how was a private 
citizen to decide who were right and who wrong in 
these local disputes? And which portion of citizens 
of the same province must our citizens refuse to 
have any communication with? But the boat was 
merely used for one day as a ferry boat; and on the 
night of the day she commenced running, she was 
seiz*d while moored at the wharf in Schlosser, and 
burnt. Several men Were assassinated; certainly 
one, who fell dead upon the doek: Now the insi- 
nuation of the British Minister, that Schlosser was 
“nominally” within the territory of the United 
States, may well be retorted, as we can with equal 
truth say that Navy Island was “nominally” within 
the “territory” of the British Government; for at the 
period to which we allude. the people collected there 
had as effectually defied Canada authorities as 
any portion of our people had disregarded ours. 
Yet British authority thought proper to pass by 
Navy Island, then in its “nominal” territory, and 
in the plenitude of its power, to cast the ægis of 
British jurisdiction over American soil. This was 
truly extending over us that kind guardianship 
which they had not the ability at that time to 
extend to a portion of their own territory, and 
which recommends itself to us, fullas much from 
its assumption as from its love of right or law. 
The British Minister is pleased also to call the 
Caroline a “piratical steamboat.” The loose epi- 
thets of any one, no matter how high in place, 
cannot make that piracy which the law of nations 
does not receguise as such. Pirates are freebooiers, 
enemies of the human race; and eminent jurists de- 
scribe them as ravaging every sea and coast with 
no flag and no home. Piracy comes under the con- 
urrecnt jurisdiction of all nations. Even in the 
worst point of view that it can be considered, those 
reonected with the steamboat Caroline were but 
aiders and abettors of others engaged in rebellion. 
And the committee are totally at a loss to know 
upon what authority rebellicn is recognised as pi- 
racy. Sach confounding of terms is resting the 
case upon epithets, instead of sound law or facts. 
But even supposing it to be a ‘piratical boat,” as 
the Minister asserts it to be; yet the moment it 
touched our soil it fell nnder our sovereignty, and 


There is no doctrine more consecrated in English 
history, than that every human being whe touches 
the soil of Great Britain is immediately covered by 
British law. Suppose one of her vessels were cat 
from the banks of the Thames and burnt by 
Frenchmen, and British citizens were assas- 
sinated at night, and the French Minister were 
to avow that they acted under the orders 
of his Government, and that the vessel was 
“piratical,? and the citizens murdered were 
oulaws—then there is not an Englishman whose 
heart would not beat high to avenge the wrong, and 
vindicate the rights of his country. The law 
there is the law here. And there is no internation- 
allaw consistent with the separate independence of 
nations, that sanctions the pursuits of even pirates 
to murder and arson over the soil and jurisdiction 
of one cf the States of this Confederacy. No 
greater wrong can be done to a country than inva: 
sion of soil. Hf it can be done with impunity al 
one point, and on one oecasion, it can be done at 
ancther, and the nation that submits to it, finally 
sinks down into drivelling imbeeility. Ifa repre- 
sentation ofthe state of things at Schlosser, and 
the conduct of those who had control of the Caro- 
line, had first been made to the proper authorities 
of New York, or of the United States, then there 
would have been some show at least of respect for 
our sovereignty and independence, end a disposi- 
tion fo treat us as an equal. But in this ease, as if 
to treat our authorities with contempt, there was no 
preliminary demand or representation made. 

It was hoped that the outrage was perpetrated by 
a party in sudden heat and excitement, upon their 
own responsibily. But the British Minister now 
avows that “the act was the public act of persons 
obeying the constituted authorities of her Majesty ’s 
Province,” and again affirms that “it was a public | 


act of persons in her Majesty’s service, obeying 
the orders of their superior authorities.” 

Ií this had been the first and only point of colli- 
sion with Great Britain it might not have excited 
such interest, but there isan assumption in most of 
our intercourse with that great power, revolting to 
the pride and spirit of independence iu a free peo- 
ple. If it be her desire to preserve peace, her true 
policy would be to do justice, and show that courte- 
sy to equals which she has always demanded from 
others. The committee do not desite to press 
views on this part of the subject, particularly as a 
demand has been made by our Government upon 
the Government of Great Britain for explanation 
as to the cutrage committed, the answer to which 
it is hoped will prove satisfactory. 

As to the other points presented in the demand 
made by the British Minister for the “liberation” 
of Alexander McLeod, the committee believe the 
facts of the case to be, that the steamboat was 
seized and burnt as stated before, and that a citi- 
zen or citizens of New York were murdered in the 
affray. And there were reasons to induce a belief 
that McLeod was particeps criminis. He was at 
first arrested, and upon various testimony being 
taken, was then discharged. He was afterwards 
arrested a second time. Upon the evidence then 
presented, he was imprisoned to await his trial. 
There was no invasion of British territory to seize 
or take him.. Bat upon his being voluntarily with- 
in our territory, he was arrested as any cilizen of 
the United States, charged with a similar offence, 
mighthave been. We know of no law of nations 
that would exempt a man from arrest and impri- 
sonment for offences charged to be committed 
against the “peace and dignity” of a State, because 
he is a subject of Great Britain, or because he com. 
mitted the crime at the instigation or under the au- 
thority of British Provincial officers; much Jess do 
we know ot any Jaw that would justify the Presi- 
dent to deliver him up without trial, at the demand 
and upen the assertion as to facts, of any agent of 
the British Government. If we bad been at open 
war with Great Britain, and McLeod had commit- 
ted the offences charged, then he might have fallen 
under the rules and regulations of war, and been 
trealed as a prisoner of the United States Govern- 
ment, and would have been subject to the laws of 
nations in war. But asthe alleged criminal acts, 
in which McLecd is charged to be implicated, were 
committed in profound peace, itis a crime, as far 
as he may be concerned, solely against the ‘peace 
and dignity” of the State of New York, and her 
criminal jurisdiction is complete and exclusive. If 
the crimes committed be such as to make a man 
hostis humani genus—-an ouilaw—a pirate, in the 
legal acceptaiion of the term, then under the law of 
nations, the United States courts and tribunals 
would have jurisdiction. But the offence charged 
in this case, commitied as it wasin time of peace, 
as far is this individual was concerned, was one 
purely egainst the lew loci, and coming exclusively 
within the criminal jurisdiction of the tribunals of 
New York, : 

The Minister, in his letter of the 13th December, 
1840, says: “it is quite notorious that Mr. McLeod 
was not one of the party engaged in the destruction 
of the steamboat Caroline; and that the pretended 
charge upon which he has been imprisoned rests 
only upon the perjured testimony of certain Cana- 
dians, outlews and their abettors,” &e. This may 
perchance all be so; but it would be asking a great 
deal to require an American court to yield jurisdic- 
tion, and surrender up à prisoner charged with of- 
fences against the law, upon the mere ipse dixit of 
any man, no matter how high in authority.. Whe- 
ther McLeod be guilty or not guilty, is the very 
poiat upon which an American jury alone have a 
right to decide. Jurisdiction in State tribunsls over 
criminal cases, and trial by a jury of the venue, are 
essential points in American jurispradence. And 
itis a tutal misapprehension as to the nature of 
our system, to suppose that there is any right in the 
Federal Executive to arrest the verdict of the one, 
or thwart the jurisdiction of the other. If such a 
power existed, and were exercised, it would effec- 
tually overthrow, and upon a. vital point, the sepä- 
rate sovereignty and independence of these States. 
The Federal Executive might be clothed with 
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power to deliver up. fugitives from justice for of- 
fences committed against a foreign State, but even 
then it might not be obligatory to do so, unless it 
were made matter of treaty stipulation. This duty 
and right in an Executive has generally been con- 
sidered as dormant, until made binding by treaty 
arrangement. But when the matter is reversed, 


and demand is made, not of fugitives from justice | 


for offences committed agaiost a foreign power, 
but for the liberation of a man charged with of- 
fences against the peace and dignity of one of our 


own taes, then itis, that the demand becomes ` 


preposterous in the extreme. The fact the offences 
were commiited under the sanction of provincial 
authorities does not alter the case, unless we were 
ina state of war. In such cases as the present, 
the power to deliver up could not be conferred 
upon the Federal Executive by treaty stipulation. 
It could only be conferred in those cases over which 
jurisdict ion is cleariy delegated by the Federal Con- 
stitutionc Such, for instance, as treason, which is 

an c fene against the conjoined sovereignty of the 
Sia‘es, as defined in the Constitution. Over all 
cases except those defined in the Constitution, and 
those coming clearly under the Jaws of nationz, the 
States have exclusive jurisdiction, and the trial and 
punishment for offences against them, are incident 
to their separate sovereignty. It is not pretended 
in this ease that there is any treaty stipulation under 
which the demand is made;and the Federal Execu- 
tive, under our system, has no power but what is 
conferred by the Constitution, or by special law of 
Congress. In the former it is declared that ‘the 
Executive power is vested in a Prevident of the 
United States,” and that power is then to be pointed 
outand defined by special laws passed from time 
to time, imposing such duties asare thought proper 
and expedient by Congress. 

Your committee deem it dangerous for the Ex- 
ecutive to exercise any power over a subject-matter 
not conferred by treaty or by law; and to exercise 
it in any case in conflict with Siate jurisdiction, 
would be worsé than dangerous; it would be usur- 
pation. 


But your committee forbear to press these points 
further at present, and they would not have said as 
much on such clear qnestions of internaticnal law, 
but that in this case, the demand for liberation has 
been made by the accredited agent of a great pow- 
er, and under circumstances of peculiar aggrava- 
tion and excitement. 

We have‘ other points of difference with Great 
Britain, which add interest to every question that 
arises between us at present. Neither our North- 
eastern or Norihwestern boundaries are yet settled 
withher, and the subjectis not entirely free from 
difficulty. She has recently seized our vessels and 
exercised a power involving’ the right of search, un- 
der the pretext of suppressing the foreign slave 
trade, which, if persevered in, will sweep our com- 
merce from the coast cf Africa, asd which is in- 
compatible with our rights as a maritime power. 
She bas recently, in her intercourse with us, re- 
fased indemnity and denied our rights to property, 
on a subject-matter vitai to neay one half the States 
of this Confederacy, and which, considering her 
military position at Bermuda and her growing 
power in the West Indies, is of the last imporiance 
to our national independence. 

All these subjects make every. question be- 
tween us, at this peculiar juncture, of the deepest 
interest. 

Besides this, we are both permanently destined 
to have, perhaps, the most extensive commerce 
of mcdern nations. Our flags’ float side by side, 
over every sea, and bay, and islet of the known 
gleba. 

She moves steadily upon her objects with an 
ambition that knows no bounds. And wherever 
she has had a conflict of interest she has rarely 
yielded to any power. 

At this moment she presents to the civilized 
world the spectacle of the greatest miliatary and 
commercial power in combination ever known. 

From her vast possessions. in every quarter cf 
the globe, and her peculier commercial system, she 
has been made the reservoir Of the wealih of na- 
tions. 
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Her internal resources, skill, labor, and machi- 
nery, with her capital, are-beyond calculation. 
Her natural position, being about midway the 
coast cf Evrope, gives her great control over the 
outlets and currents of commerce. 

Her military occupation of Gibraltar, Malta, 
the Ionian islands, and recently of St. Jean d’Acre, 
give her ascendency on the Mediterranean and the 
Levant, while St. Helena and the Cape of ~Good 
Hope give her possession over the currents of trade 
along those extensive coasts, Then Bombay, Cal- 
cutta, and ber immense possessions in the Bast In- 
dies, together with her recent movements in the 
China seas and islands, enable her to extend her 
power over those vast regions that have slumbered 
for ages in solitary and enervated magnificence. 
She possesses Falkland island but to control the 
commerce that passes around Cape Horn—while 
Trinidad gives her all she desires in the Caribbean 
sea. Halifax at one point, and Bermuda at another, 
stand cut in great force over our own coast from 
one extremity to the other. 

Her positions all ever the world are at this mo- 
ment, in a military point of view, equal to a mil- 
lion of men under arms. Her continual conflicts 
in the mighty regions of the Hast, only enable her 
officers to become skilful and to improve in the art 
of war, while her great armies and extensive fleets 
draw their support from the immense countries 
seized and occupied. In the present juncture of 
affairs, no statesman can overlook these things. 
Steam power has recently brought us so near to- 
gether, that in the event of any future conflict, 
war with its effects will be precipitated upon 
with mach more rapidity than formeriy. 

Avarice and ambition are the ruling passions of 
modern times, and it is vain to shut our eyes to the 
state of things around us. It remains to be seen 
what effect steam power is to have upon changivg 
and modifying the whole art of defence and war. 
It may be a great engine for again levelling man- 
kind, and reducing every thing to a contest of 
mere physical force. In that event it might be 
difficult to conjecture what system of national ds- 
fence will stand the test of time and experience. 

We havea deep stake in peace, and fondly 
hope the repose of the world will not be distarbed. 
We have certainly not the least desire for any 
rupture. Firmaess, and a wise preparation, will 
long preserve us from sach a eatasirophe. Bat 
while no temptation should ever prompt us to do 
injustice on the one hand, so no consideration, on 
ihe other hand, should ever induce us to submit 
to permanent wrong from any power on earth, no 
matter what the consequenecs may be. 


Your committee would conclude by expressing a 


firm belief that all our points of d:ficulty may be 
honorably and amicably adjusted, and that harmo- 
ny may long be preserved by both Governments 
pursuinga liberal and generous poliey, congenial to 
the interests and feelings of both people, and com- 
patible with the spirit and genius of an enlightened 
age. 

Mr PICKENS moved that the report be Jaid on 
the table end printed. 

‘Mr. EVERETT suggested the propriety of col- 
lecting and printing together, in one parsphiet, ail 
the documenis upon the subj ct. - 

Mr. HAWES objected to the reception of the 
report, waless it was ia order to make it. 

The SPEAKER said ihe report could not be re- 
ceived unless by consent of a'l parties. 

Mr. HAWES then objecied. 

Several members suggested that it was now loo 
late to make the objection, as tie report was actu- 
ally before the House, and motions bad been made 
and entcyiained respecting it. 

The SPEAKER here decided that the objection 
should have been made when Mr. Pickens pro- 
posed to submit the report; that, mot hearing any 
objection, he had received the report, aud proposi- 
tions were entertained respecting it; and that it was 
pow too late to raise the oljection. 

The reading of the report was called for, and it 
was reat accordirgly. 

Mr. EVERE PT renewed bis proposition to in- 
elude ja the printing all the documents upon the 
subject, a list of which he furnished. 

Mr. GRANGER. rose and moved a division of 
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the question—first, on-the motion to lay on the 
table; and then, on the motion to print. 
And the motion to print-being debatable— í 
Mr. GRANGER said that he considered this re- 
port, if acted upon and adopted by. the House, as 
spproaching very nearly, in its consequences, to a 
declaration of war, if the British Government 
should desire’so to considerit. He would take 
occasion to say, as a member of the Committee ‘on 
Foreign Affairs, that the report did not receive his 
assent. And he felt constrained to detain’ the - 
House for a few moments whilst he assigned, very 
briefly, his reasons for this conclusion. ` 
What (continued Mr. G.) was the position of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs when they en- 
tered upon the consideration of this question? My 
colleague [Mr. Firtmore] had called upon the 
State Department for the correspondence which had 
taken place in relation to the demand for the libè- 
ration of McLeod. That matter, and that alone, 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
Itis not my purpose to censure the conduct of this 
Administration; for, so far as my judgment can 
now determine, I approve fully the course they 
have taken. ‘That opinion may, upon further re- 
flection, be changed; bat, as at present advised, I 
consider the course of Mr. Forsyth to have been ` 
such as was due to his high official station and dué 
to the character and dignity of this nation. : But, 
so considering, and representing a section of coun- 
try deeply interested in this qugstion, and as ready 
to meet its cansequences as the people of any ‘other 
section of this Union, I still dissent from the te- 
port. . `: 
What doesit embrace? A. report upon matters 
referred to the Commitee of Foreign Affairs? No; 
notbing, as I have stated, was referred to that com- 
rnittee bat the correspondence in relation to the de- 
mand for the liberation of McLeod. Does that 
committee act upon a call ot the Executive of this 
nation, made upon this House, to place before the 
country and the world the condition of things be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain? No. 
The Executive, mindful, as we are bound to believe, 
of the honor of the country, as well as of the cha- 
racter of his own administration, has not thought 
proper to callupon either House of Congress for 
advice in regard to our relations with Great Bri- 
tain. What, then, is the position of that commiltee? 
Traveljing beyond the record, they come forward 
and present (by the votes of a bare majority, I will 
say, if in order) a reportwhich, to say the least of it, 
is not pacific in jts character, and which is based 
upon complaints against the Brilish Government, 
not one of which has been referred to that com- 
mittee. When, cr by whom, have the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs been called on to consider sei- 
zures upon the high seas, or this alleged right of 
search? whieh, I agree with the committee, is one 
which this nation is not likely to tolerate in the 
manner in which itis now exercised. When, or 
by whom, were the other matters of controversy 
which that report embraces referred to the Com: 
mitte on Foreign Affairs, that they might makere- 
port opon them? And, if so, what have they re- 
ported? Have they seat here a document setting 
forth the alleged grievances of this country, com- 
plainiag of injastice done cn the part of Great Bri- 
tain, and calling for the action of this House upon 
those maters? Eas the chairman of the Commit- 
we of Ways and Means came forward to say. that 
he is prepzred to recommend appropriations to put 
ihe country in a proper state of defence to meet the 
emergency which such a report as this may create? 
Is your Commitee on Military Affairs ready to rê- 
sommend the defences which should be provided 
if such a report is to go forth to the world, under 
the sanction of this House? Has your Committee 
on Naval Affairs sent m requisitions to put your 
ships ia commission, that you may be prepared to 
mecton the high seas the power you have before 
metand crippled? No. There has been no such 
recommendation. And the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, without recommending any action, without 
even coming to any conclusion, as it seems to me, 
except that Great Britain is the greatest power on 
earth, and. we the humblest, bring here a report 
calculated to inflame the whole nation; and to let 
jt go forth to the world that we are making an iz 
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sue with Great Britain, which we voluntarily tender || them, so far as that part of the motion was affected. to involve the intéresis and the liberties of the peo- 
to her, and which, in my opinion, she has a right Mr. GRINNELL having assented, ple. 


to take up en the instant. 
But, Mr. Speaker, there are considerations con- 


nected with the. honor and dignity of the State of - 


New York, and,with the administration of justice 
within her borders, that demand our attention. On 
a former occasion I stated on this floor that the per- 
- son whose life was in jeopardy would receive at 
the hands of a jury of New York the same fair and 


impartial trial which would be secured to any citi- ` 


zen of that State who might be arraigned for a vi- 
olation of its laws; but I. mourn now to say that, 
from present indications, there is an excitement on 
the western border of New York, growirg out of 
the arrest of this man, and of his liberation for the 
moment, which is already sufficiently great to make 
those who regard the lives and the liberties of the 
people of this country pause before they act. By 
this time, I suppose, the grand jury of Niagara 
county has closed its investigation. The current 
rumor through the newspapers of the day is, that 
McLeod has been indicted. The people of that 


section have been greatly incensed by recent trans-- 


actions there. Send forth this paper to the world, 
recommending nothing, and being nothing buta 
detailed account of grievances against the British 
Government, with a few hits at what may be pre- 
sumed to be the arrogance of her course; and no 
man can answer for the consequences upon the life 
of this man. I felt it to be my duty to endeavor to 
postpone this question until the trial should have 
passed. I believed that the power of this country 
could never be exercised with a higher glory to 
itself, than when showing to the world that whilst 
it took the position which its honor demanded, still 
that the humblest. individual of this or any other 
country, whose foot was upon our. soil, should be 
shielded by the mild, the just, and the impartial 
operation of ils laws. I do not think that, without 
any call from the Execulive, without any thing 
having been laid before the Committee en Fo- 
reign Affairs but the papers relating to the libera- 
tion of this man—I say I do not think that the 
honor or dignity of this nation required that we 
should send forth a declaration, not only of the prow- 
ess of Great Britain and of our humility, but of our 
, ¥eadiness to meether at any moment, when no neces- 
sity existed torsuch a threat;and when the voice of 
this House, speaking potentially to the nation, 
might be considered as a watchword by which 
every man on the Norihern frontier was to guide 
himself in hurrying on to execution this suspected 
foreigner. If he should be tried and found guilty, 
Jet the penalty of the Jaw be exacted; and let the 
people on the frontier of New York, and the people 
throughout the widest extremities of this land, be 
prepared to meet the consequences. When those 
consequences shall present themselves, not only 
will the State of New York be ready to meet them, 
but I feel sure that a patriotic fecliug, which super- 
sedes all local questions and merges all political 
differences, will rally this whole nation to the rescue. 
It will then be time erough to act; but, in the name 
of justice, Jet us not anticipate that event by in- 
flaming the public mind, and adding to the horrors 
of war the consciousness that we have interfered 
with the impartial operation of our laws or trifled 
with their supremacy. 
Some conversation teok place between Messrs. 
ADAMS, PICKENS, and GRINNELL, which 
resulted in a motion by 


Mr. GRINNELL to amend the motion of Mr. 
Pickens, (which was, that ihe report be laid on 
the table and printed, as above siated,) so as to lay 
on the table the whole subjeci; that was to say, the 
report and the motion to’ print the report, &e. and 
on that motion Mr, G. asked tor the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. PICKENS inquired of the Sprarer whether 
that motion closed the debate? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Some conversation ensued between various mem- 
Hg when a division’ of the question was called 

or, $ A 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested to Mr. GRINNELL that 
as he (Mr. B) supposgd no one wanted the yeas 
and nays on'the mopon io lay the report on the 
table, it would sayé' time to withdraw the call for 


The question was takes, and the motion to lay 
the report cn the table prevailed without a division. 

So the report was laid on the table. 

The question then recurred, and was taken, on 
the second part of the motion of Mr. GRINNELL— 
to lay the motion to print the report on the table— 
and it was decided in the negative—Yeas 77, 
nays 110. ; 

So the motion to print the report, &c. was not laid 
on the table. 

- And the question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Evererr— : 

Mr. PICKENS szid he had a few remarks to 
make in reply to the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. GRANGER] 


That gentleman (continued Mr. P.) has deliver- 
ed a regular set speech, prepared tor the cecasion, 
with tones as regular as if they had issued from a 
bagpipe. Hewas the very last gentleman here, 
judging from the sentiments he expressed a few 
weeks ago, who, I should have supposed, would 
have found his patriotism and his valor oozing out 
so soon from the palms of his hands. His speech, 
in my opinion, is worthy of attention. His speaks 
as one clothed with authority, and I regret very 
much the course he has thought proper to pursue. 


Mr. Speaker, I will declare to you and to this 
House that, so far from this report being the war 
report, as the gentleman from New York has cha- 
racterized it, itis essentially the reverse. To speak 
our sentiments plainly and fearlessly before the 
world—to declare that we know our rights and dare 
maintain them—~—must, in my Judgment, have a ten- 
dency directly the reverse of that which the gentle- 
man seems to anticipate. 


He has spoken of this report in two points of 
view. In the first place he asserts that the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs have travelled out of the 
record. ‘The subject-matter in relation to the “Ca- 
roline” and to the demand for the liberation of 
McLeod, I consider as having been actually and in 
fact referred to that committee. They could not 
separate the two cases so as to present them in an 
intelligible point of view to the country. And does 
he say that that part of the report is beyond the record? 
Other matters have been mentioned as merely as 
incidental, by way of i:lustrating the interest thrown 
around this question, and with no intention to 
arouse any hostile feeling in this or any other coun- 
try. I deny the imputation, thrown out by the 
gentleman from New York, that the report has ar- 
rayed the strength of Great Britain aud proclaimed 
ourown weakness, or, as he terms it, our own hu- 
mility before the world. It does no such thing. I 
challenge the gentleman to lay his finger, if he can, 
upon a single sentence which, even by inference, 
proclaims our weakness oy imbecility. I thought it 
was proper to present, the precise conditicn of 
things to the country; and I will here take occa- 
sion to say that the report was written by myself, 
without consultation with any human being, save 
the committee to whom it was presented. In draw- 
iog it up, I looked over the whole subject matier; I 
looked at the geat interests involved; I looked at 
the yosition in which you, Mr. Speaker, and this 
House, had’placed the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
before the nation and the world, and I felt it to be 
a duty which I owed to this House and to my coun- 
try to utter freely and without reserve the sentiments 
we eniertained. 

The gentieman tells us that the Executive has 
called for no action; that it is due to the Executive 
branch of the Government that this House should 
wait until it hears from that quarter. Sir, I take 
the reverse of that position; I say that we were cen- 
stituted, under the Federal Constitution, as a co-or- 
dinate and independent branch of this Government; 
that this House is, in the contemplation of that 
Constitution, the peculiar guardian of the interests 
and the rights of this Confederacy; and that when 
any subject-matier is legitimately brought before it, 
itis not only our right, but it is our duty to the Consti- 
tution and to the country to proclaim our sentiments 
upon it. T repel the idea that we are to look to the 
Executive branch of this Government for dictation 
or counsel upon any question that may be supposed 


But, Mr. Speaker, my principal object in reply- 
ing to the remarks of the gentleman from New 
York is to declare, as I have already done, that 
this, so far from being a war report, is of a pre- 
cisely contrary character. I had hoped that the 
vote might have been taken silently; that the re- 
port might have been laid on the table and printed; 
that there should have been no panic; that no dis. 
cussion should have sprung up; that no excitement 
calcniated to arouse the people of this country by 
false appeals to their patriotism and their honor, 
should have been manifested here. But the Com- 
micee on Foreign Affairs bave thought that it was 
proper to present to the people the exact questions 
at issue between us and a great and powerful na~ 
tion. We thought—or, at all events, so far as I 
am concerned, I thought, that the people in every 
part of the United States, and of every party, had, 
for the last two years, been too much absorbed in 
the political conflicts of the day. I thought it was 
right that the country should understand, in an au- 
thentic form, the points at issue between us and 
Great Britain, and, under these circumstances, [ 
presented this report, acting, as I do on all other 
occasions, under a conscientious sense of my duty. 
Yes—I was resolved to do my duty, leaving the 
consequences to God. These are the principles 
upon which I have been taught to act. And wher 
I hear from certain quarters appeals to the honor, 
the patriotism, and the valor of the people of this 
land—when I hear indirect annunciations made 
that the accredited heads of this Government have 
heretofore neglected their duty and slept on the 
rights of the country—I have a right to expect that 
those gentlemen who make such appeals and such 
annunciations will themselves come forward on 
occasions of importance, and vindicate the senti- 
ments which they have previously uttered. 


As to the allegation that this report will have the 
effect of exciting the people on the border, I say I 
should rather think its tendency would be the re- 
verse. The people there have been greatly excited; 
meetings of an angry, unnecessary, and an un- 
called for character have taken place, and recom- 
mendations were made, I will say, of unjustifiable 
meetings in this very case in relation to McLeod. 
These things have been done, and why? Because 
the people have felt themselves wounded—they 
have been led to believe that this Government was 
neglecting their interests. They are under the be- 
hef, whether right or wrong, that we have too long 
trifled and dallied with their rights and feelings; and 
if we prove to them that this is not true—that this 
Government is disposed to attend to their interests 
—to avenge their wrongs, and, if necessary, to 
vindicate their rights, they will once more look 
here for that protection which the Constitution has 
pledged to them. Such a course-will produce quiet, 
will allay excitement, and will produce repose and 
contentment on that extensive frontier; for it will 
satisfy the people that their rights will not suffer in 
the hands of those who hold-the reins of Govern- 
ment kere. I will not go into any of those delicate 
maiters referred to in the report with a view to ex- 
cite any feeling; but I here declare that its sole ob- 
ject was to call public attention to those questions 
—!0 prepare the people for the issues which might 
uitmately present themselves; to hold up to them 
the necessity of going into an enlightened system 
of national defence suited to the exigencies of the 
times—snited to the improvements of the age, not 
only with reference to Great Britain particularly, 
but with reference to our rights and position as a 
free and independent people among the family of 
nations. I think that these things have been too 
long neglected, and it was with a view to callatten- 
tion to them and to the great questions in which the 
people ef this Confederacy are so deeply interested 
that this report wasmade. It was with no view to the 
excitement of a war feeling. Far be it from me. 
The section of the country from which I come is 
directly interested in the preservation of peace, 
and we should be the last people to be urged into an 
unnecessary or an unjustifiable war. I do not be- 
lieve there is any danger of war, if we do our du- 
ty here, as the guardians of the public honor and 
the public liberty—if we show to the world we are 
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prepared to assert our rights. But, rely upon it, if 
you take the advice which indirectly has been 


. given by the gentleman from New York—if you 


proclaim semi-officially from your seats here that 
these matters are not to be presented in their true 
light. to the People, then there will be danger ef a 
conflict: for itis not inthe nature of man—it is not 


in the nature of a nation like this, when it seesa | 


rival power contending for the ascendency of the 
world, to speak language of submission or the lan- 
guage of avoidance, to say the least of ite A great 
people like this cannot, under such circumstances, 
forbear; and they would be pressed upon every 
point, until at last an appeal to arms and to the 
God of battles became inevitable. 

It is to avoid these consequences—it is for 
the purpose of letting the people know the true 
condition of things and the real state of the issue— 
that this report has been presented. I ask no action 
upon it; I desire to say nothing that can be con- 


“strued into an intimation or threat. that war is to 


follow. I believe the contrary; and conscientious- 
ly viewing the matter in all ifs bearings, I present- 
ed this report upon my sole and entire responsibili- 
ty, except, as I have said, so faras I had the aid 
and consultation of a majority of the Committee 
of Foreign Affairs; yes, a bare majority, as the 
gentleman from New York has told. And itis 
with regret and pain.that Icontempla’e the faet 
that it is only a majority report. I had hoped that 
upon the que-tion of our foreign relations there 
were no parties in this country, and that we should 
haye met the issue, whatever it may be, asa united 
and free people ought to meet it. 

Mr. ADAMS obtained the floor, but yielded itto 

Mr. GRANGER, who said: If the House will 
listen to my bag-pipe a few moments longer,I shall 
fee] exceedingly obliged; and if its musie is not so 
loud as that of my friead from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Pickens] it is only because I cannot fill my 
bags with as much wind as he can blow into his, 
Sir, I speak by no authority other than that of a 
Representative of the people of the State of New 
York. My own course would have been to suffer 
this report to pass by in silence, leaving to the ho- 
norable gentleman from South Carolina all the ho- 
nor of its authorship; for I have no doubt, and ne- 
ver havehad a doubt from the moment when he 
first read it, that every sentence, every word in it 


- was his own, I have, down to this time, supposed 


that it was as much my right on this floor, and the 
right of any other member, to speak my own opi- 
nions without fear of dictation, as it was the right 
of the gentleman from South Carolina to utter his, 
I only declare that the opinions I have expressed 
are solely and exclusively my own, without con- 
Sultation with any one. I should not have called 
for the reading of the report. I had supposed, un- 
til the gentleman from South Carclina taught me 


better, that the Executive Departments of this na- ` 


tion conducted the negotiations upon all delicate 
matters between us and foreign Governments. I 
had supposed that at any rate for the last twelve 
years the Executive of the United States had: 
claimed some little authority in all matters connect- 
ed with our foreign relations; and I should have 
supposed that a party which had permitted our ar- 
my to fall into disgrace—which had suffered our 
navy to run down to a state of even acknowledged 
dilapidation—and which had permitted the whole 
border-country to be left defenceless, would be the 
last upon earth to present such a document as this. 
I trust that the Administration which isabontto come 
into power, though it may not manifest quite so hot 
a courage as breathes through this report, will show 
upon the high seas, upon the border, and, if need 
be, in the tented field, more power to resist the ag- 
gressious of a foreign foe than the gentleman and 
his friends have exhibited. If it doesnot, it will 
disappoint the hopes cf the pe. ple of this country, 
and I, for one, want none of it. Let pieparation 
be made. Let the unfortunate man now in ecn- 
finement be tried according to the laws of the State 
of New York, unbiassed by the action of this 
House, and let the nation calmly await the is:ne, 

The gentleman says that my courage has sud- 
denly “oozed out from the palms of my hands,” 
T acknowledge that life has forme many charms: 
probably no man c'ings to it with greater tenacity 
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than I do, or is more closely bound by all the en- 
joyments of the present life and responsibilities of 
the future. I never speak of my courage, nor pro- 
fess to have been “born insensible to fear.” AM I 
have te say is, that when the Jaws of my own 
State and of the nation shall have been executed, 
and consequences are to be met, all differences of 
opinion between the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina and myself upon tais and all other questions 
will be buried in our love of country, and we will 
be found, shoulder to shoulder, battling in the com- 
mon cause. 

Mr. ADAMS addressed the House at considera: 
ble length. He expressed himself desirous, for the 
sake of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Pickens,] who had declared himself to be the sole 
author of this report, that the gentleman should 
have an opportunity of examining it coolly and 
impartially, with reference to the opinions not of 
one party alone, but of both parties. 

Mr. PICKENS was here understood to disavow 
all party considerations in the ma'ter. 

Mr. ADAMS disclaimed any intention to cast 
censure on the gentleman. All he wished was, 
that the report might be recommitted, in order that 
the gentlemen might see whether both patties in the 
Committee of Foreign Affairs could not come here 
with a report receiving their unanimous sanction, or, 
at all events, with a report not sanctioned by aclose 
party vote, as this had been. If this was not done, 
it would, inthe eye of the country, of the werld, 
and of posterity, appear to be the policy of a de- 
feated enemy in war abandoning a tenement and 
setting fire to it upon their retreat, 

After alluding to the criticisms of Mr. Pickens 


„on the party views here in reference ‘to the coniro- 


versy with Great Britain, and to the general una- 
nimity of opinion which he (Mr. A.) contended 
had prevailed here on that subject, (with one or 
two exceptions, whick he enumerated,) Mr. A. al- 
luded to the ground taken that this was a concilia- 
tory report. The people, Mr. A. thouzbt, would 
form avery diferent estimate of it. What was 
the dissertation on the ambition and the grasping 
spirit of Great Britain? Were such charges gene- 
rally received by nations as being of a friendly 
character? Suppose the chargzs to be true, was it 
conciliatory or courteous to array them here? It 
was something of the ccuriesy and conciliation 
which Captain Fiuellen (in one of the plays of the 
great dramatist) showed to Ancient Pistol, when he 
said to him, “Got pless you, Ancieat Pistol, you 
scurvy, lousy knave, Got pless you.” He wished, 
therefore, that the report should be recommitted, 
and that all those parts which related to the general 
policy of Great Britain, and to her ambiticus cha. 
racter and power, migat be lefi out. And, as to 
the question of right or wrong, which, after all, 
was to be the basis of our comroversy with Great 
Britain, if we were to press it to a war, he wished 
a report on the subject itself, based on the corre- 
spondence here, that we.might see whether, under 
the laws of nations, we cowl maintain the position 
we had assumed in regard to the Caroline. And 
this point Mr. A. argued with much force, urging 
upon the House not to put itself in the wrong by 
any undue act ef its own. If we were ts go to 
war with Great Britain, it should be as a united 
people. He believed that.a war would be one of 
the greatest misfortunes that could befall the coun- 
try; and he confessed that it was with no small de- 
gree of anxiety that he entertained fears that it 
would come to that inevitable result. Me Jooked to 
it with apprehension and pain, but not without con- 
fidence that, if we went inta a war, weshonld come 
oat with glory and honor, as we had already come 
out of two wars. 

Mr. EVERETT followed at great length, and 
the general points of his argament were as fol- 
lows: 

Fie felt an embarrassment, he said, ia speaking 
on this subject, owing to the factthat it was being 
debated with open doors; and he had ssid many 
things in committee which he could not say here, 
but which he would say if the doors were closed. 
What was the positionof the House? One Ad- 
ministration. was about to go ont of power, and 
another to come in—and the one going out (in 20 


days) was taking measures to corspromit the one | 
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coming in—and to prescribe the course it. should 
follow, or at least to embarrass-it. If he knew., 
himself, he had never viewed this as a party ques- 
tion: it was one. which involved all-parties. His ` 
own opinion was, that-no action on the part of.this 
House was necessary, this Correspondence. having. 
been communicated in answer to a. call made by.-, 
one of its members. It was the peculiar duty of. 
the Executive to conduct these matters, and it‘was-. 
not for this House to interfere. unless there was 
some remissness on the part of the Executive. k 

He was desirous that. the report should be. rez 
committed, and that the committee should make a 
Specific report on the subject matter which had been 
referred to it. : 

Mr. E. then asked what was the state of the 
question as it now stood, and what were the grounds 
taken by the British Government, &e. and proceed- 
ed to read the following statement of facts as. ga- 
thered from. the official documents: 

The facts material to the subject submitted ‘to 
the committe are, that, cn the night of the 29th 
December, 1837, a detachment of the British forces 
stationed at Chippewa, in the Province of Upper 
Canada, crossed the Niagara to Schlosser, in the 
State of New York, and there made a hostile ate 
tack on the steamboat Caroline, the property of an 
American citizen, killed and wounded a number of 
American citizens, captured the boat, towed her in- 
to the current, set her on fire, and sent her in flames 
over the fails. ; ; 

On tbe 5th January, 1838, the Secretary of State 
communicated to Mr. Fox, the British Minister, a. - 
copy of the evidence furnished to the Department 
of this “extraordinary outrage, committed Srom her 
Britannic Majesty’s Province of Upper Canada on tle 
persons and pioperty of citizens of the United 
States, within the jurisdiction of the State of New - 
York;” and stating that “it would necessarily form 
the subject of a demand for redress upon her Ma- 
jesty’s Government.” i 

On the 6:h February, Mr. Fox communicated to 
the Secretary of State a despatch from Sir Francis. 
Head, Lieutenant Governor of Upper, Canada, con- 
taining the distinct avowals, that the Caroline was 
destroyed by order of Colonel McNabb, command- 
ing the militia in her Majesty’s service, and that 
he (Sir Francis) approved the act.. ©. -, 2 

On the 22d May Mr. Stephenson presented ihe 
subject to the consideration of her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment. After referring to those avowals, Fe 
said that, ‘ander such circumstances, it was not to 
have been expected that the whole proceeding could 
be regarded by the Government of the United 
States in any other light than as a manifestact of 
hostile and daring aggression upon its rights and sove- 
reignty, utterly inconsistent with all the principles 
of national law, and twholely irreconcilable. with: the 
wholly and peaceful relations of the two countries: 
that ‘Tie case, then, is one of open, undisguised, and 
unwarrantable hostility’? tie concludes by ex- 
pressing the confident expectation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States that the whole. proceed- 
ing will not only be disavowed and disapproved, 
bat that such redress as the nature of the case ob- 
viowly requires will be promptly made.” To this ; 
our Government waits the final answer of the Bri- 
tish Government. 

On the 13:h November last, Alexander McLeod 
a British subject, was arrested and imprisoned by 
the authorities of the State of New York, on a 
charge of arson and murder, as having beenen- 
gaged in the capture and destruction of the Caro- 
line. 

On the 12th December, the British Minister 
made a demand on the President for the release of 
MeLeod, on the ground that the destruction of the 
Caroline was a public act of persons tn her Jfajesty’s 
service, cheying the orders of their superis authorities, 
aad that the act, cceording to the usages of nations, 
can only be ihe subject cf discussion between the 
two national Governments. 

To this demand the Secretary of Siate has re. 
plied that the President has po power under the 
Constitution and Jaws of the Union to interpcse 
between MeLecd and the constituted authorities of 
the State ef New York—and that ¢ the President is 
not aware of any principle of international law, or 
indeed of reason or justice, which entitles such 
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offenders to’ impunity before the legal tribunals, 
when coming voluntarily within their independent 
and undoubted jurisdiction, because they acted in 
obedience to their superior authorities, or because 
their acts have become the subject of diplomatic 
discussion between the two Governments.” And 
that, “if the destruction of the Caroline was a pub- 
lic act of persons in her Majesty’s service, obeying 
the orders. of their superior authorities, this fact 
has not been before communicated to the Govern- 
ment of the United States by a person authorized to 
make the admission; and it will be for the court 
which has: cognizance of the offence with which 
Mr. McLeod is charged, to decide on its validity 
“when legally established before it.” 

The British Minister, expressing his regret 
at the decision, has referred the subject to his 
Government. 

From these premises, Mr. E. after expressly 
disclaiming any intention to say who was right or 
who. was wrong, and arguing as to what might be 
the course of the British Government, drew the 
conclusion that the diplomatie discussion on the 
subject was not closed, inasmuch as Mr. Fox had 
referred himself to kis Government for instructions; 
that as yet, therefore, no definite issue had been 
made up, and that it would be time enough to act 
when the British Minister had received the reply 
of his Government. ; 

Mr. E. deprecated the excitement which had 
been manifested on the border, declaring that it 
ought to receive no countenance from any one. He 
regarded any action on the part of this House as 
improper, so long as negotiations were pending; 
and hoped that the report would be recommitted to 
the committee with instructions to report semething 
‘of the following character: . 

“It appearing that the reciprocal complaints re- 
ferred to in the correspondence submitted on the 
subjectis of diplomatic discussion between the Go- 
vernmenis of the two countries, the committee bav- 
ing entire confidence that the rights and honor of 
the United States will be sustained by the Execn- 
tive, and entertaining the hope that the controversy 
will be brought to a satisfactory termination, are of 
the opinion that no action of this House is, at this 
time, necessary, ‘They, therefore, ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the sub- 
ject.” 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and. said, that, in tthe 

course of the debate, he had been anticipated by 
other gentlemen in much that he intended to say. 
_ The question was of as much, if not more, im- 
portance to his section of country than to any 
other; and he desired to express his opinions in re- 
lation to the vote he had just given in favor of the 
motion to lay on the table, coupled with a motion 
to print. 

I may (continued Mr. F ) have mistaken the pur- 
port of this report; I have only heard i: read once 
at the Clerk’s table, and I bave had no opportunily 
to examine its contents. The gentleman from 
South Carolina says it is conciliatory; that it will 
add nothing to the exasperated feeling already ex- 
isting on the frontier, I believe that he thinks his 
report will have that effect; but I auch fear, from 
what other gentlemen of the commitree say, that 
he is mistaken. I voted in tavor of ‘aying the 
motion to prist on the table because I thought the 
effect would not be such as the gentleman antici- 
pated, and J wanted the report laid on the table that 
I might bave time to took into it, and see if my 
original impressions should be confirmet. Tf, upon 
examination, I had found that it was not calculated 
to produce the results I apprehended, no man would 
vote (or its printing more Ireely than I would. The 
House, bowever, has refused to lay the motion to 
print on the table, and bas thought proper to deside 
hat the report shall be published. 

Having, as I hare stated, only heard the report 
once read, and juiging from whet others say cf it, 
I concur in the op:nion of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr. Apass,] that the subject should be 
recommiited to the Committee on Foreign. Alfairs. 
Thad hoped from the committee a caim, deliberate, 
and dignified report in the case of the burning of 
the “Caroline” and the arrest of McLeod; that it 
would have been limited to that matter alone, (in- 
stead of embracing, as it apparently does, all our 


(Pierson manner aeaaaee ennnen e 
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subjects of controversy with Great Britain,) and 


that it would have set the country right with re- -j 


ference to the facis in that case. I may be mista- 
ken as regards some of those facts; and upon a 
careful examination of the testimony, subsequent 
to the time when I last submitted a few remarks on 
this case, I observe I was mistaken in some of the 
facts connected with that transaction.. As I was 
not present on the occasion, all the knowledge I 
have I derive from the newspapers and from public 
documents, as others may, and probably do. Bat 
upon this question, which, as I have said, is one of 
vital importazce to that partof the country where 
I reside, we must recollect,ia the first place, that 
there is a judicial qnestion depending. And I was 
in hopes that in this report, exciting and inflamma- 
tory in its character as I now think it is, nothing 
would have been said, and that so far as 
this House was concerned, nothing would 
have been dene, caleulated to increase the ex- 
excitement which already exisis. I confess I have 
heard with regret and shame the reports from that 
part of the country in regard to the treatment of 
this individual, who is so soon to be put upon his 
trial for murder. I cannot for any consideration 
countenance for a moment the idea that the laws of 
this country are to be basely trampled on by any 
authority whatsoever. J cannot countenance the 
idea that the judiciary of the country shall for a 
moment be overawed, directed, or controlled, by 
any other authority than that of the laws them- 
selves, And, whilst I say this, I am also unwilling 
tu countenance any thing there, or to do any thing 
here, which may tend to such results. I hope that 
we may have been misinformed as to the nature 
of the proceedings there; I am unwilling to believe 
that, in a community of citizens such as that, and 
with many of whom I am well acquainted, and 
who are highly respectable and intelligent, such 
things have occurred. Isay, I hope we have been 
misinformed; I trust we bave. Ihave seen differen 
statements of those transactions, and some of 
them have been of an exculpatory character, But 
one thing, at all events, shouid be borne in mind 
by all whose duty requires them to act on this sub- 
ject here. ‘Phere is a great state of excitement on 
that frontier, which might by possibility lead to an 
outbreak. My objection to the printivg of the re- 
port was, that it was calculated to inflame the pub- 
lic mind; and I was governed in that vote by three 
reasons. In the first place, I did not wish that any 
thing should be done here which might have a ten- 
dency to do injustice to the individual who is soon 
to be tried by the laws of the State of New York. I 
desire that the Jaw should have iis free action; that 
no excitement should be raised against Mcleod 
which might prevent a fair and impartial trial, In 
the second place, I do not desire that any action on 
the part of this House should compromise or con- 
trol the Executive of this nation in the negotiations 
now pending between the Government of the United 
States and the Government cf Great Britain. I 
have all confidence in the incoming Administration. 
If this controversy can be amicabiy and honorably 
settled between the two Governments, I desire that 
itshould. But there is a third asd very strong rea- 
son in my mind against any thing being done to 
exasperale the public mind on the subject. of war 
with Great Britain. H is this: for three or four 
years £ have used all the exertions in my power to 
induce ths Administration, which is responsible to 
the country, to provide some means of defence on 
eur Northera frontier. Batall my efforts were in 
vain. And yet ine gentleman from South Carolina 
[Mr. Picxmns] now tells us that the course to be 
pursued to avoid a war wih Great Britain is, to 
stand up to her—to threaten her—to take a high 
stand; and that, he says, willaverta war. I may 
have been mistaken in the meaning. I know that 
those were not his words. Bat I would submit to 
him that the best way to avoida war with Great 
Britain, is to show that we are prepared to mee 
her, if there is io be war; because reasonable pre- 
narations for defence are beiter than gasconadiag. 
Mr. Finumere then alluded to the defenceless 
condition of the Northera frontier. He. desired, 
and believed the whole country desired, that we 
should yield nothing to the demands of Great Bri- 
tain, to which she was not fairly entitled. But, at 


*the same time, he regarded t asrather the act of a 
madman to precipitate the country into war before 
be was prepared for it, than the act of a states. 
man. In his section of country, the people would 
yield nothing fo Great Britain, to which she was 
not justly entitled; or they would yield it only with 
the last drop of their blood. But he did not wish 
prematurely to be drawn into war; he did not wish 
to invite Great Britain to invade our defenceless 
coast. The true plan was to prepare for war if 
we had yet to come to it, but to do nothing in the 
way of bragging. H it did come, gentlemen would 
not find his (Mr. F’s) people shrinking from their 
just share of responsibility. All they had—their pro- 
perty, their lives, every thing—they were willing to 
devote, if need be, to the service and honor of their 
country. But, was it not the part of wisdom and 
prudence, before we made a declaration of war, to - 
prepare for it? This was all he desired; and if 
this report was calculated to stir up a war feeling, 
without corresponding preparation being made to 
meet the consequences, he, for one, was opposed to 
it. He did not not wish the country to be dis- 
graced by defeat. When she must go to war, he 
desired to see her prepared for it; he desired to see 
her placed in a situation which would enable her 
to bid defiance to the power of any Government on 
earth. 

Mir. F. then alluded to the fortification bill re- 
ported from tae Committee of Ways and Means 
the other day by its chairman, [Mr. Jones.] That 
bill contained appropriations tc the amoant of near- 
ly half a million of dollars, (though that, be be- 
lieved, was only about half of the amount usually 
appropriated for such purposes) and yet there was 
not a solitary fortification on the Northern frontier 
to which any part of that money was to be applied. 
Was this the way in which we should prepare 
for war? Did the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Pickens] who presented the report, desire to 
declare war against England before the new Ad- 
ministration came into power? If so, he (Mr. F.) 
would oppose it. He was for war,if necessary, 
but not before we were prepared for it. He wished, 
therefore, that the gentleman from South Carolina 
would permit the report to be recommitted to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and that that com- 
mittee might be instructed to confine themselves to 
the subject originally referred to them, and to that 
alone. For his own part, he trusted and he be- 
lieved that the right of this matter-was with the 
American people; and it ought at all hazards to be 
maintained. But he was unwilling at the close of 
a session, and when the present Administration had 
but something like two weeks to remain in power, 
to precipitate the nation into war without any pre- 
paration on our part to meetit. and it was for 
this reason mainly that he objected to the report. 
Bat, as he said before, he might be mistaken in its 
contents. He hoped he was; for he was at all 
times prepared to go with him who went furthest in 
maintaining the honor of the nation and punishing 
insult or ageression. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved the previous ques- 
tion; it was seconded, and the main question was 
ordered. 

The main question was, first, on Mr. EVERETT’S 
proposition to add to the printing of the report all 
the documents heretofore presented to Congress on 
the subject. This question was decided by yeas 
and nsys, and passed in the negative, as follows: 

YHRAS—Messrs. Adams, Jokn W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, Briggs, 
Calhoun, John Campbell, Casey, Crabb, Curtis, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dennis, Dicker- 
son, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Gates, Granger, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, 
Hall, Hawes, Heary, Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Charles Johnston, Kempshall, King, Lane, Lin- 
coin, McCarty, Marvin, Monroe, Morgan, Mor- 
row, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Peck, 
Pope, Profit, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Edward Rogers, Russell, Simonton, Truman - 
Smith, Stanly, Staart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thomp- 
son, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Warren, Edward 
D. White, John White, Thomas W. Williams, 


Lewis Williams, and Winthrop—73. 
NAYS—Messrs, Judson Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
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ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, 
Brewster, Aaron-V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, Sam’! H, Buller, Carr, Carroll, Caapman, 
Chittenden, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, 
William R, Cooper, Cranston, Crary, Davee, Ed- 
ward Davies, John Davis, John W. Davis, Daw- 
son, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Dancan, Earl, East- 
man, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornauce, Gal- 
braith, Gerry, Graham, Griffin, Hand, John Hast- 
ings, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Joseph Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Johu. W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, K:lle, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, MeCul'cch, 
McKay; Meredith Mallory, Mason, Medili, Miller, 
Montanya, Samael W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, 
Parish, Petrikin, Pickens, Rives, James Rogers, 
Samuels, Saaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, ‘Thomas “Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Suong, Sumter, Philip F. Thomas, Turney, Van- 
derpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Weller, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wiliams, Jo- 
seph L. Williams, C. H, Williams, and Worthing- 
ton—100. 


And so the House refused to print the papers re- 
lating to the subject. 

The question then recurred on printing the report 
of the committee. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said at this stage he would 
make a motion that had precedence of the previous 
question. Fle moved to fay the motion to print on 
the table. He did so that there might be an oppor- 
tunity, before the report was ordered to be printed, 
to alter some particular expressions and one or two 
statements, which, with deference to ihe gentleman 


` from South Carolina, he would, if his motion pre- 


vailed, point out for his consideration. If the alte- 
rations were made, he should have no objection to 
the printing. i 

The SPEAKER said the previous question had 
been ordered on the whole, and it wastoo Jate, afier 
one part of the question had been taken, to move 
to lay on the table. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST said he differed from the 
Chair, as this was not a divided question, but a 
separate question on each motion. However, he 
would not ironble the House with an appeal, 

The question was then put by yeas and nays, 
and carried—yeas 103, nays 63, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Judson Alien, Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, 
Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V, Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, John Campbell, Carr, 
Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Connor, Mark 
A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Davee, John 
Davis, Jcha W. Davis, Dickerson, Dellett, D:an, 
Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, 
Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, 
Griffin, Hand, John Hastings, Hopkias, Hub- 
bard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Nat&ghiel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Kille, Lane, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Low- 
ell, Lucas, McClellan, McClure, McCulloch, Me- 
Kay, Meredith Mallory, Medill, Miller, Montanya, 
S. W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thos. 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Sirong, Philip F. 
Thomas, Turney, Vanderpcel, Vroom, David D. 
Wagener, Weller, Wic'r, Jared W. Wilhams, 
Henry Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Wor- 
thington ~-103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, Briggs, 
Calhoun, Chittenden, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
Edward Davies, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deber y 
Dennis, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Gates, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hail, 
Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, Chas. Johnston, 
Kempshall, King, Lincoin, MeCarty, Marvis, 
Mason, Morgan, Nisbet, Osborne, Paien, Peck, 
Proffit, Randall, Raridea, Reed, Russell, Simonton, 
Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Triplett, Trumbull, Uaderwood,. Warren, 
Edward D. White, John Whiie, Thomas W, Wil- 


--liams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 


and Winthrop—68. 


| : 


So the report was ordered to be 
on motion ; 


printed, and then 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 15, 1841. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, he had received a me- 
morial from Parkesburg, in the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, which he would now take leave to present. 
It was signed by a number of respectable ‘citizens 
of Pennsylvania, and stated, in strong terms, the 
defenceless condition of our maritime cities on the 
seaboard, and the impending danger of a foreign 
war; and urged Congress to make appropriations 
for the'armament of our fortifications, the building 
of floating batteries for the defence of cur harbors, 
and the construction of twenty of the first class of 
sieam frigates; and as many more smaller steam 
vessels, 

The memorial was ordered to be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial of a number 
of captains, pilots, and engineers, of the city of 
Pittsburg, remonstrating against the passage of 
any law by Congress, compelling the use of Raub’s 
safety valves; which was laid oa the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of ci- 
zens of Oneida county, remonstrating against the 
passage of any bankrupt law retroactive in its pro- 
visions; which was laid on the table, and crdered 
to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of James A. 
Macdonald, praying for an increase of pension; 
and, also, a memorial of a large number of citizens 
of the county of Saratoga, uniting in the prayer of 
the petitioner; which were referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. LINN said at the last and present sessions of 
Congres:,memorials had been presented from persons 
who termed themselves Mormons or Latter Day 
Saints, complaining of the State of Missouri, and ex- 
tracts from these memoriais kad been published and 
widely circulated, which were calculated to injure the 
character of the State which be had the honor im part 
to represent, in the minds of those who were not 
acquainted with the facts. He heid in ‘his band a 
transcript of all the legal proceedings which had 
been had in this case, and in order that the Senate 
and the country might be acquainted with the facts, 
he would present them to the Senate, and move 
for their printing. ‘The document was accordingly 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PORTER presented resolutions passed by 
the Legislature of Michigan respecting ihe boundary 
line between that State and the Territory of Wis 
konsan; which were laid on the table and ordered 
to be priated. 

Mr. P. also presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislative Assembly cf Wiskonsan, praying that 
the right of pre-emption may be exiended to sottiers 
on tae, lands reserved for the Roek river and 
Milwaukie cana’; which was referred to the Com- 
miitee on Public Lands. 

Rr. P. also presented a memorial of the same 
body, asking authori'y to dispose of the sixteenth 


sections, for the parpose of creating a school fund; | 


which was referred 10 the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. P. also presented the memorial of the same 
body, praying that the right of pre-emption may be 
extended to setilers on ihe mineral land; which 
was referred te the Committee on the Publie Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the memorial of 
the Presbytery of Buffalo, praying that the treaty 
with the Seneca Indians may net be eatried into ef- 
fect; which was referted to the. Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, 

Mr. STURGEON presented two memorials, 
signed by eight or nine hundred citizens of Paila- 
delphia, praying an appropriation for the ercetion 
of anew custom house ia Philedelphia; which, 
the subject had been reported upon, were laid upon 
the table. 


& 


Mr. LINN presented the petition of Eleazer | 


McCoy; which was referred to the Committe on 
Pensions. . 
Mr. L: also pre:ented a memorial of several 


hundred citizens of St. Louis, praying a repeal of 
the naturalization laws; which was referred to- the. 
Committee on the Judiciary. if SRS 
Mr. L. also presented the petition of ‘Welcome 
A. Robbins and Thaddeus Robbins; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private: Land: 
Claims. i Saige 
Mr. NICHOLAS presented a joint resolution: of: 
the Legislature of Lousiana, in favor: of placing : 
buoys at the several passes of the Mississippi ri~“ 
ver; which was referred to the Committee on Com: >` 
merce and ordered to be printed, : i 
Mr. N. also presented the memorial of the Mexi- 
can Gulf Railway Company, praying the right of 
way through the publie lands; which was referred ` 
tə the Committee on Pnblie Lands. : 
Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of Jere- 
miah Bartlett; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. ` 
Mr. KING, in pursuance of previous notice, - 
a:ked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for. the 
relief of Catharine B. Clitherall; Which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Claims; 
On motion by Mr, HUNTINGTON, the papers 
in the ease of Ezekiel Jones were permitted to be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate. - * 
On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the pas 
pers in the case of Abel Pennington were permit: 


ed to be withdrawn from the files of the Senate. 


The bill from the House to amend ‘an act enti. 
ted “An act to authorize the State ‘of Terinessee 
to issue grants and perfect titles to cectain. lands 
therein described, and to settle the claims to the 
vacant and unappropriated lands within the same,” 
passed the 18h day of April, 1806, was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. i 

The bill from the House to cont'nue in force the 
act for the payment of horses and other property 
Jost in the military service of the United S ates, 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. ` 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canais, to whom the subject had been: 
referred, reported a bi!l to confirm to that Sate the 
lands selected by her, in lieu of the lands covered. 
by reservation in the treaties of 1837 and 1839 
with the Miami Indians. The bill was ‘ordered to 
a second reading; and the report and accompany- 
ing dccuments, on his motion, were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred the 
bill for the incorporation of the Washington City 
Benevolent Society, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to wich a memorial on the subject was 
referred, reported a bill for the relief of General 
Isaac Welloora, of Alabama; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from the 
corporate awhorities of the city cf Baltimore, pray- 
ing an appropraticon for the erection of a fortress 
on Soliers’: Point Fiats; to which Mr. M, called 
the particular attention of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which he moved its reference.. 

idr. LINN said nearly every harbor in the coun- 
try was in a similar position with that of Balti- 
more; and he thonght it would be berer to amend 
the motion of the Senater from Maryland, by re- 
ferring, in connection with bis memorial, the whole 
subject of our fortifications and defences to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. Iot only our sea- 
coast, but our whole Western frontier, and whole 
line of lakes, were completely defenceless. «We 
have beea for days and weeks discussing the pro- 
priety of giving away five millions of- our revenue, 
when fifty m s could be profitably, and he would 
say economically, spent on our navy and fortifica- 
tions. 

Alter some remarks from Mr. MERRICK, 

Mr. PRESTON said that an eariy period they 
would have to address themselves to a full conside- 
ration of the entire subject of our national defences, 
and to incur some expefise thereon; and they would 
have to come to the subject with moie liberality 
than they had hitherto done. The whole system of 


| naval warfare, and of coast defence, must undergo 


176. 


a radical revolution, the details of which would 
afford matter for serious consideration. It was 
matter ef notoriety, that gigantic strides had been 
taken by England and the European powers in 
progressive improvements, both of the land and 
naval mode of warfare. Steam vessels had been 
increased, sieam batteries had been introduced, 
and the science of. throwing shells horizontally had 
been brought-to great perfection, and therefore it 
became necessary that Congress should direct its 
attention to the subject that pace might be kept 
with foreign powers. In consequence of the ad- 
vance- made by the French and Russian Govern- 
ments, British officers and British statesmen were 
engaged in newspaper and pamphlet discussions on 
this important subject, and propositions had al- 
ready been made to the British Government to 
effect a profound change in the English system; 
and as in England great resulls were expected to be 
produced, it was the duty of statesmen here to mark 
those results, and to profit by them. He suggested 


the appointment of a special committee to take 


charge of the matter, for it was with him a question 
to what existing committee it could with propriety 
be referred, or to what department it belonged. The 
system to which resort must be had would be an 
entire new one, including both naval and military 
operations, but belonging exclusively to neither of 
those departments; and therefore, he should prefer 
the appointment of a new committee, charged with 
the special duty of investigating and reporting on 
this weighty matter, as well as on the general con- 
dition of the old system. 
After some other observations, the memorial was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the bill making appropri- 
_ ations for the payment of Revolutionary and other 
pensioners, reported the same without amend- 
menti f , 
Mr. W. said as prompt action on the bill was of 
much importance, he would ask the consent of the 
Senate to take it up and dispose of it at the present 
time; which being agreed to, the bill was considered 
as in committee of the whole. 

This bill was debated at some length by Messrs 
SEVIER, LINN, PRESTON, PIERCE, BEN- 
TON, BUCHANAN, FULTON, CALHOUN, 
ANDEREON, and others, principally on a motion 
by Mr. SEVIER to strike out an appropriation of 
$100,000 for the seitlement and transportation of 
the Seminoles, and thereby to effecta termination 
of the Florida war. Mr. S&VIER condemned this 
mode of purchasing peace with a handful of savages 


‘as impolitic, and as a temptation offered to the other | 


Indian tribes to engage in a murderous and harass- 
ing war, for the purpose of procuring largesses 
from the Government. Ultimately, the ayes and 
noes were taken on the question of striking out; and 
they resulted as follows: ayes 6, noes 36, 

Besides the cash appropriation of 85,000 each to 
two chiefs, and $30 to each warrior, to be paid out 
of the above mentioned sum of $100,000, on their 
surrendeting for transportation, they were likewise 
to be furnished with a blanket and a gun on their 
arrival west of the Mississippi. 

Mr. SEVIER suggested an amendment, so as te 
segure their transportation west of the Siate of 
Arkansas before they wee furnished with fire 
arms; but ultimately it was so amended, in accord- 
ance with the spirit and inteation of the entire pro- 
ceeding, as to limit the delivery to the Indians of 
these articles on their anival at their new heme. 

The amendments of the committee were coucar- 
red in by the Senate; and, f ; 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the bill was read 
a third time, and passed. 

Tne Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
| /.° Morpay, February 15, I84L 

The SPEAKER stated the first business in order 
to be the bill reported from the Committee on the 
Public Linds on the Gth of Jannary, to amend an 
act entitled ‘An act to authorize the State of Fen- 
nessee to issue grants and perfec: titles to certain 
lands therein described, and to settle the claims to 
the vacant and unappropriated lands with the same, 
passed the 18th day of April, 1806.” 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The motion of Mr. Turney was pending to sus- 
pend the rules for the purpose of taking the ques- 
-tion on the passage of the bill. f 
The yeas and nays were then taken on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, and decided in the af- 
firmative—yeas 94, nays 34. 
So the rules were suspended. 
Mr. JAMESON moved the previous question; 
which was seconded. . 
Andon the question, “Shall the main question 
be now put?” it was decided in the effirmative— 
-ayes 113, noes 51. i 
The question now being on the main question, 
Mr. L. WILLIAMS thereupon called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were—~yeas 
136, nays 45, as follows: : 
YEAS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Builer, 
William B. Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cran- 
ston, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, John Da- 
; vis, John W. Davis, Garrett Davis, Doan, Doig, 
' Dromyoole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Everett, Fine, 
| Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gentry, 
| Gerry, Giddings, Green, Hall, Hammond, Hand, 
| Jehn Hastings, Henry, Hillen, Hubbard, Hunt, 
| Jackson, James, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Na- 
i thaniel Jones, Kemble, Kille, Lane, Leadbetter, 
! Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, 
i McClellan, McCulloch, Meredith Mallory, Mar- 


vin, Mason, Medill, Miller, Monroe, Montanya, 


Moore, Calvary Morris, Morrow, Naylor, New- 
hard, Nisbet, Osborne, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Proftit, 
Rariden,Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Edward Ro- 
gers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, 
Slade, Albert Smith, John Smith, Truman Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jonn B. Thompson, Toland, Triplett, 
Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, Warren, Watterson, 
Weller, Edward D. White, John White, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, Hen- 
i ryáWiliams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 
| Williams, Winthrop, and Wise—136. 

: WAYS—Messrs. Adams, Baker, Boardman, 
l Briggs, - Brockway, Bynum, Chittenden, Connor, 
| Mark A. Cooper, Edward Davies, Dawson, De- 
| berry, Dennis, Doe, Edwards, Gates, Goggin, 
| Graham, Griffin, Habersham, Hawes, Hawkins, 
| Hill of North Carolina, Charles Johnston, Jo- 
| seph Johnson, William Cost Johnson, John W. 
Junes, Keim, Kempshall, King, McClure, Me- 
| Kay, Montgomery, Morgan, Samvel W. Morris, 
i Palen, Reed, Shepard, Stanly, Taliaferro, Tiling- 
| hast, Underwood, Lewis Williams, and Wor- 
| ihingion—45. 

| So'the bill was passed. 

| Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
| resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
| 

j 


| stateof the Union, and take up the 

! CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIA- 
H TION BILL. 

; On the question being taken to suspend the rules 
, for that purpose, it was decided in the affirmativa— 
; yeas 140, nays 33. 

_ So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. BELL in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government for the year 
1841. 

Mr, EVANS offered the following amendment, 
to come in after the 15:h line: 

“And the accounting officers aro directed, in the 
setilement of the accounts of the contingent ex- 
penses of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
to eredit the paymeat madein pursuance cf the re- 
: solutions of the Senate of the 19:h July, 1840, and 
_ the resolution of the House of Representatives of 
| the Qts: July, 1840.” ~ 

Which amendment (afier some conversation) 
| was agreed to. 
, Mr. TILLINGHAST offered the following 
| amendment: - 

“And nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to authorize or sanction any contract for stationery 


= 


or other articles for the use of the next Congress by 
any officer of the present Congress, to an amount 
exceeding, in the whole, $2,000.” 

After a few remarks from Messrs. TILLING- 
HAST and LINCOLN, the amendment was agreed 
to. : 

Mr. ANDREWS moved to strike out the fol- 
lowing: j 

“For salary of the Secretary to sign patents for 
public lands, per aet of March second, eighteen 
hundred and thirty three, fifteen hundred col- 
lars.” $ 

Mr. JONES of Virginia hoped the gentleman 
would not persist in his motion. It would be re. 
collected that the very large number of patents, 
generally from seventy to eighty thousand a year, 
rendered it absolutely necessary that the duty 
should be preferred by a Secretary. Every gentle- 
man must know that the time of the President was 
eccupied so much in more important business, that 
it would be impessible for him to attend to this la- 
borious duty. 

Mr. LINCOLN asked leave to call the atten- 
tion of the committee to a few important facts. 
Mr. L. then proceeded to state that the law re- 
lating to the issuing@of land patents had not been 
complied with; and that there hai not been, since 
1836, a, patent issued which was valid. The law 
required that the name. of the President of the 
United States should be affixed to each patent, but 
the Secretary, instead of writing the name of the 
President, as his attorney, had, contrary to law, 
signed his own name. He, Mr. L. admitted that 
the duty was now too laborious for the President 
to attend personally, and would oppose the motion 
tostrike out. But it was the intention of the Jaw 
that the Secretary should do what an attorney did, 
viz: not sign his own name, but the name of the 
principal under whom, and for whom, he wes 
acting. 

Mr. L. also adverted to a similar non-compliance 
with the statute by the Commissioner of the Land 
Office, so that he was fully convinced that not one 
of the patents granted for the last four years would 
stand the test of judicial scrutiny. In consideration 
of these facts, he gave notice that at the first oppor- 
tunity he would introduce a bill for giving legal 
sanction to these patents. f 

Mr. L. then alluded to a controversy now pend- 
ing between the Commissioner and Recorder of the 
General Land Office. He did not know that those 
gentlemen, although so close together, were on 
speaking -terms, from the lengthy correspondence 
which had taken place between them, and which 
had been presented to the Committee on Public 
Lands. He (Mr. L.) was sure that if the time con: 
sumed in this correspondence between persons in 
the same building, had been devoied to the patents, 
there wenld not have been at this time so many 
thousands in an unprepared state. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, in repii a question 
by Mr. Anprews, called that gentleman’s attention 
to the fact that this office had been provided for by 
an act subsequent to that of 1833, namely, by an 
act passed in July, 1836. 

Mr. ANDREWS then moved that the phrase- 
ology of the item be changed, so as to give the cor- 
rect date of the act; which amendment was agreed 
to. a 

And the question recurring on the motion to strike 
oul— $ 

The amendment was discussed by Messrs. AN- 
DREWS, ADAMS, JONES of Virginia, LIN- 
COLN, A. SMITH, CRARY, and MaSON of 
Ohio. After which, 

Mr. ANDREWS, to save the time which, he 
said, he foresaw would be consumed if the debate 
wenton, withdrew the amendment, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved to amend the item 
“fox compensation to the clerks ia the office of the 
Fifth Auditor, $9,800,” by reducing the amount to 
$8,800. 

A very long debate followed in which Messrs. 
VANDERPOEL, MORGAN, GRAVES, JONES 
of Va. EVANS, A. SMITH, MONROE, UN- 
DERWOOD, WISH, PETRIKIN, TILLUNG- 
HAST, L. WILLIAMS, STANLY, PROFFIT, 
W. THOMPSON, HUBBARD, and. DAVIS of t 
Kentucky, participated. 
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Mr. VANDERPOEL withdrew the amendment. 
- Mr. STANLY moved to strike out the item “‘for 
compensation to the Solicitor of the Treasury, three 
thousand five hundred dollars,” : 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved to strike a thousand 
dollars from the appropriation for clerks in the 
office of the Fifth Auditor of the Treasury, and as 
a reason for it stated that he had, that morning, 
been informed that there was a vacancy in one of 
the clerkships of the office of the Fifth Auditor, 
(Mr. Pleasanton;) that the proposed appropriation, 
which he wanted to reduce, covered the salary of 
this clerk, ($1,000;) that he unders‘ood Mr. Plea~ 
sonton declined to fill up the vacancy till after the 
fourth ef March. Now, he, Mr. V. thought if he 
could dispense with the services of this clerk during 
the session of Congress, when the business of all 
the Departments was more pressing, he could get 


along without such clerk after the fourth of March. | 


For that reason, he moved to strike out $1,000 
fiom the proposed appropriation. i 
Here Messrs. STANLY, GRAVES, PROFFIT, 
and others severally attacked Mr. VANDERPOEL 
. for so suddenly becoming a reformer. f 


Mr. VANDERPOEL said, when benade his 
proposition to reduce the appfopriatigh for the 
Fifth Auditor of $1,000, he surely did got intend to 
disturb the equanimity of the jgentl¢man on the 
other side, nor did he intend, therePy, to assume 
the character of reformer-masterigeneral. He had 
never been ambitious to secure iy honors of that 
office. It seemed that gentlemen doubted his (Mr. 

V's) right to propose any reform or reduction in 

any quarter; that they ran away with the idea, that 

the glory of this great and patriotic work belonged 
` exclusively to themselves. Sir, (said Mr. V.) 
we mean to try the sincerity of your preach- 
ings and profe:sions for the last two years, 
“Harrison and reform” were the watchwords 
with which you entered upon and carried 
through the great contest which bas just terminated, 
and now we mean to try whether you are willing 
to practise according to your promise and profes- 
sions. The speech ofthe gentleman from Indi- 
ana [Mr. Prorrit] was pretty strorg evidence how 
the bulk of the dominant party intended to go upon 
propositions to reduce salaries, and enormous in- 
comes from certain offices. He had already, in 
advance, applied the sponge of ridicule to a propo- 
sition in the bill, to reduce, to a fixed amount, the 
. emoluments of district attorneys, marshals, and 
clerks ofcourts. Gentlemen, said Mr. V. this will 
not do. You must not refuse todo good, because 
the proposition originates on our side of the House. 

You say, “wait till General Harrison gets into 

power, and then we will’accomplish these works of 

reform.” No. We will not rely upon your promises. 

You will then have more magnificent objects to ac- 

complish, Yeur attentions will then be engrossed 

with the making a huge National Bank,with the dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the publiclands, with the 
repeal of the Sub- 1 reasury law, and the modifica- 
tion, if not the increase of the tariff. We are 
afraid that these little matters of “reduction” will 
then be beneath your notice. The immense in- 
comes of some of your collectors, posimasters, dis- 
. trict attorneys and marsbals, which, before the late 

- election, had so long disturbed your slumbers, will 
not then, we fear, receive from you even a passing 
notice. You tell us that our patriotism comes too 
- late; that we ought to have made these movements 
©- when we had the power. ‘Yo this, we answer, that 
- itis never too late to do good. Besides, we have 

no reason to suppose, when we recollect how loud 

and deep have been your curses against our al- 
leged ‘‘spoils” system, that the reductions we pro- 
pose will not operate chiefly upon our own friends, 
: the present incumbents of the offices. You have 
preached too constantly, and too emphatically, 
from this text, to juslify on our part the apprehen+ 


sion that “furn out” is now to be the order of the 
day. ' 

We say now is the tims, the accepted time, for 
doing the good work. We are convened here, 
during a sort of interregnum, when one Adminis- 
tration is about going out, and another is about to 
come in, just before the gain of the victors is cor- 
summated by actual possession, and now is the time 
for doing good. You shall not escape responsibi- 
lity by urging the plea that it will be time enough 
to begin the werk cf reform, after you shall have 
actually entered upon the possession of your new 
estate. We mean to hold you to the maxim thal 
the present time is always the best time for doiog 
good. 

The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Stan- 
Ly] had referred to the course he (Mr. V.) had 
taken last year, upon thé proposition made by that 
gentleman to strike out the appropriation of an 
outfit for Mr. Throop, as Charge to Naples. He 
had opposed the motion of that gentleman, and he 
gloriedinit. If Mr. Throop, as naval officer at 
New York, had neglected his duty—if that neglect 
had been established by an investigation wholly ex 
parte as to him, it was no good reason, to his mind, 
for withholding the compen ation belonging to him 
in another office, to which he had been constitu- 
tionally appcinied. If he had violated his duty as 
naval officer, (which he was by no means prepared 
to admit,) take the course prescribed by the Consti- 
tution——impeach him; but, in the name of justice 
and the Constitution, do not atlempt to exercise 
your impeaching power in this oppressive and un- 
constitutional manner. 

After some brief remarks from Messrs. A. 
SMITH, UNDERWOOD, HUBBARD, and oth- 
ers, Mr. VANDERPOEL, at the suggestion of his 
friends, withdrew the amendment, ` 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike out the item “for 
compensation to the Solicitor of the Treasury, 
$3,500,” and made some remarks thereon, the pur- 
port of which will be ascertained by the replies of 
Messrs. VANDERPOEL and WELLER. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said that he had not now 
for the first time on this floor been charged with 
having been a Federalist. Though that note had 
so often been struck by others, who had honored 
him with their notice, he had never before deigned 
to make any reply to it, because of a lesson he had 
been taught when very young—never to speak of 
himself when he could possibly avoid doing so. 
His own course in early lite had so little connec- 
tion with our deliberatiens here, that he surely could 
not, gratuitously, allude to it, without incurring the 
imputation of egotism; but the charge of the gea- 
teman from North Carolina [Mr. Sranty] must 
plead his apology for now breaking the silence in 
regard to himself which he generally preferred 
maintaining. If (said Mr. V.) the friends 
and family of the member who now ad- 
dresses you were, originally, tainted with the 
sin of Federalism, and if his own young 
mind had in his early youth received the impress 
of those principles; if he had afterwards, with 
more matured judgment, come to the conclusion, 
that the principles of Federalism were opposed to 
the best interesis of the people, had repudiated his 
first notions, and labored for fourteen long years 
(double the period that the Patriarch labored for 
his wife) in the good old cause of Democracy, he 
was willing, if Democracy were the test of politi- 
cal orthodoxy, to compete for the honor of the true 
feith, with a gentleman who persisted and persisted 


i in his Federalism against the Ights and the evi- 


dences that had now become so palpable and acca- 
mulated. 

He, Mr. V. if ever obnoxious to the charge of 
Federalism (which he much doubted) was surely 
not an ‘old Federalist.” He never attained his ma- 
jority till some time after a memorable event in the 
political history of the State to which he belong- 
ed. He alluded to the address of forty arrogant 


| leaders of the Federal party, sometimes gistin- 


guished ès forty “high minded. gentlemen; 
at other times mora familiarly, if not: ag 
propriately designated as the “forty thieves,” a 
address by which they proclaimed ithe: di: 
solution of the Federal. party, and it was in oi 
der here to remark, that all the survivors of thes 
‘high minded”. gentlemen, with, as he believed, bu 
a single exception, had returned: to their first love 
and were most ardent and genuine British Baw 
Whigs of 1840. The first vote he ever gave wa 
for Mr. Clinton fir Governor; and if that consti 
tuted him a Federalist, then were some of the mos 
prominent. actors in the ranks of the New Yor 
Democracy Federalists, He would go further, an 
say that if, from the days of his minority, unifort 
opposition to a high protective tariff—to a Nations 
Bank—+to a latitudinarian construction of the Cor 
stitution—contituted ‘the antipodes: of Federalisn 
then had he never been a Federal’st, but had a 
ways been a Democrat. r, 

[Mr. Sranuy remarked, he did not reproach M 
V. for having been a Federalist, but had compl 
mented him with showing some good traits in cor 
sequence of it. ; ; 

Mr. V. said, that the gentleman from: Nort 
Carolina bad also stated, that be, Mr. Vo hac 
in a speech made some days ago '©n. the Tre: 
sury Note bill, complimented, iw bigh. terms, th 
speech of the gentleman from Virginia [M 
Wiss] on the same subject, and had rather ir 
sinuated, that he had thus spoken in praise of thi 
gentleman’s speech, for the purpose of catchin 


him. 

Mr. STANLY explained, and said that he ha 
insinuated nothing of the kind; that it was noth 
pactice to “insinuate,” but always to state ver 
plainly what he meant. 

Mr. VAN DERPOELsaid be it so: then he wou] 
in anticipation repel the inference, that in the prais 
he had expressed of that gentleman’s speech, h 
wasor could have been actuated by the hope c 
“catching” him, Fle was not aware that he had ir 
dulgedin any thing like fulsome panegyric in regar 
to that gentleman’s speech. He had said, and woul 
here repeat, that those portions of his speech whic 
related to the subjects of distribution, tariff, an 
the proposition to impose immediate duties on silk 
and wines, were unanswerable, and yet unanswe! 
ed; thatthey were distinguished by great power an 
ability, and that his argument against distributio 
was more crgent and complete, than was that of a 
eminent Senator at the other end of the Capito 
(Mr. Catnoun,] distinguished as he was for clos 
logic and power of condensation. Now this wa 
what he thought of that gentleman’s speech, and h 
had not expressed his sense of it on a former oce: 
sion with the vain hope of “catching” him. H 
knew his subject too well to have been capable « 
indulging any such idle hope. Could he ever hav 
entertained it, he would first have suffered no litt] 
embarrassment in his own mind as to the most el 
gible means to attain his object—whether the ca 
o’nine-tails, or more emollient means would b 
most available. A moment’s reflection—the mer 
recollection of that gentleman’s high spirit, woul 
teach him that the first of the above alternative 
would be worse than useless. Here, then, woul 
have been a puzzler at the outset. But, suppos 
this preliminary difficulty to have been overcome; th 
next question he would have mooted in his min 
would have been, wheiher, after getting him 
we had any guarantee that we could keep him, o 
thathe would prove tọ be worth any thing to us 
whether it might notturn outibat we had caught ; 
Tartar. Mr. V. said, that he and the gentlema 
from Virginia [Mr. Wise] entered Congress tc 
gether in December, 1833, and from that day h 
had watched, with mo little interest, his briliiar 
and erratic. career. You and I, Mr. Chairmai 
(Mr. Beri] weil recollect the maiden effort of tk 
gentleman on this floor, upon the great question 
the removal of the public deposites. You and 


| sat together during that protracted session, and ca) 


178 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


saree 


dor requires me to say that, with my knowledge of 


. your great ability; I thought you a little too taci- 


(s 


Tarn for the times. 


‘Tsay, sir, that we heard this 
first.and most extraordinary and characteristic ef- 
fott-of the distinguished gentleman from Virginia. 
‘He. and I, sir, were both young men, and were for 
-weeks competitors for the floor. 
ceeded in getting it. . The- fact that -he was 
-elecied a Jackson man, and was a young man 
-of genius and great promise, had. preceded: his 
advent here. I had leamed too, that he 
had manifested. some little rebellious’ symptoms, 
-and therefore waited for his speech with an anxiety 
commingled with somewhat of fear. He delivered 
it, sir; and such a speech-!! > There was never any 
‘thing like it “in the heavens above, or in the earth 
beneath, or in the waters under the earth.” It was 
truly sui generis, Atits close, it would have been 
very difficult to state an account of profit and loss 
to:either party. Both were well belabored; ene re- 
ceived a box aside the ear, while the other was 
-Saluied with a kick or a thump in the body, He 
had, then, known the gentleman from Virginia too 
-long and too well to be weak enough ever to at- 
tempt to “catch” him, at least without first well de- 
. liberating as to the best means to be employed, and 
the value of the end to be attained. 

After Mr. V. had concluded his remarks, he said 
he owed an explanation to the gentleman from 
North Caro'ina, [Mr. Srana] It had been whis- 

: pered that he had ailuded to that gentleman as 
seeking office. Mr. V. said he had no right to say; 
he had never heard from any quarter, that that gen- 
tleman was seeking office. When he spoke abont 


~ Office seekers, he had merely drawn a fancy sketch, 


and did not, at the time, think it would give um- 


-brage. He had no evidence, direct or hearsay, that 


“that gentleman wanted or sovght office—much less 
the office of Solicitor of the Treasury. : 

After some remarks from Messrs. MORGAN, 
WISE, and others, ae 
_ Mr. WELLER said he had not risen to partici- 
pate in the irrelevant debate now going on, but 
simply to say a word in relation to a remark made 
by the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Stan- 
Ly.] He said he regretted very much that that 
gentleman had seen proper to assail a public of- 
ficer, and denounce him as an “incompetent 
wretch,” when he admitied that he had no per- 
sonal acquaintance with him, and his only fault 
seemed to be that-he bad franked speeches or docu- 
ments Into North Carolina, Mr. W. said he was 
personally acquainied with the Solicitor of the 
‘Sreasury, (Mr. Burchard) and knew him to be as 
high minded and honorable aman as any member 
on this flor, 

Mr. STANLY said, having no acquaintance 
with the Solicitor, he made the remark in general 
terms, and did not assail him personatly. 

Mr. WELLER continued. The gentleman from 
North Carolina had spoken of the conduct of the 
Solicitor, and said he hoped such ‘incompecent 
wretches” would not be retained in office by the 
next Administration, Ifthe remark was not ap- 
plied personally to the Solicitor, then, sir, (said Mr. 
W.) I confess I do not understand the gentleman 
from Norb Carolina. f 

Mr. STANLY replied that he said the Solicitor 
had franked speeches of incompetent wretches inio 
North Carolina. This, said he, was my expression, 

Mr. WELLER resumed. He had perhaps mis- 
understood the gentleman. If (said Mr. W.) we 
have to appoint a committee to investigate the sub- 
ject of franking, no doubt it: would be found 
that many honorable gentlemen on this floor 
had used the fraaking privilege toa much greater 
extent than this officer. He said he had no doubt 
many abuses of this privilege had been comn itted 
by gentlemen on this floor, who were at the time 
receiving eight dollars per day from the. pubiic 
‘Treasury. Ido not (said Mr. W.) complain of 
gentlemen for franking speeches, &c. to their con- 
stitnents; for] have, said he, exercised the right 
freely myse:f, and shall continue to do it as long as 
Į havea seat héré; bur, sir, the law confers on the 
Solicitor the same privilege, and he has a right to 
frank what documents ke pleares, either into the 
gentleman’s State or any where else, 

The Whig Executive Committee, composed of 


He at length suc- 


members of Congress, remained here during the 


whole of last summer, and franked speeches and cir- | 


culars and addresses ali over the country. The 
State, said Mr. W. which I have the honor in part 
to represent, was literally shingled over with them. 


If the documents sent by the Solicitor, about which ` 


the gentleman from North Carolina complains, 
were of a lower characier.than those sent out by 


the Executive Committee, then, said Mr. W. they ` 


must have been ditty stuff indeed. But, said Mr. 
W. if the gentleman from North Carolina can 
show that this. officer has neglected the duties en- 
joined upon ‘him by ‘law, then, sir, L would 
be the last manon this floor to defend him. If, 
however, said he, he has at all times dis- 
charged his official duties faithfully, then, sir, 
if he has seen proper, in his leisure hours, to 
frank a few documents, gentlemen have no 
right to complain—surely they will not claim 
the right to dictate the manner in which he shall 
spend his leisure time, or the sort of documents he 
shall send out, when he sees proper to exercise the 
franking privilege which the law confers on him. 

Mr. W. said he had simply risen to remove the 
impression which the rematks of the gentleman 
from North Carolina were calculated to make on 
those who were unacquainted with Mr. Burchard. 
He (Mr. W.) knew that man well; and a more ef- 
ficient public officer could not be found, nor a more 
honorable and upright man. Thus much (said Mr. 
W.) I have felt it necessary to say,in justice to an 
officer who comes from my own State, and whose 
character at home is above suspicion in every re- 
spect, 

Mr. WISE, afier some preliminary remarks, 
observed thatfif deviating a little from both par- 
ties, and acting on an independant ground, was 
“erratic,” that in tbe language of the gentleman 
from New York, [Mir. Vanperpozs,] he was 
“erratic.” 

Mr. W. went on to say that he feared a great 
many of the Whig party who had hitherto been 
crying against the “spoils” system wilh so much 
eamestness, were now going for the ‘ spoils” them- 
selves. But he took this opportumty to give them 
notice, that ifsuch should prove the case, he would 
lash them as he had done others. He stood now 
as he had always stood. He stood precisely the 
same as he did before the election, and at the elec- 
tion. He was a Whig then, and a Whig now, 
aod he would take the occasion to say that neither 
sugar norsalt could catch him in acting contrary to 
his conscience. 

After some further remarks, Mr, W., went on to 
say that it was time for the Whig party to go back 
to the good old principles, and to takea fresh start; 
bat wheuever they stepped aside, either to the right 
or to the left, they might be assured that they would 
find him “erratic.” 

All who know bim, knew that it was not for 
men, but principles for which he went. He hoped 
that General Hanison when in power, would act 
for himself, and not suffer himself to be led into 
measures, for the benefit of sections only; but that 
he would be a second Washiagton, and act for the 
whole country. 

Mr. W. after some observations on the tyranny 
of party drill, said he would give notice thatif they 
(his Whig friends).attempied to bring down upon 
nim the tyranny of party, he would resist it, as he 
had before resisted it in the time of Jackson. And 
on the other hand, continued he, so long as I hold a 
seat on this floor, I give notice that it they offer 
me a “principality” even, they cannot catch me. 
So long as I am a member of Congress, they will 
not appoint me to office. Task for nothing, and I 
will take nothing. Further, whether in Congress 
or out of Congress, I will not beg for office; nor 
will I ask my friends to beg forme. Iam free, 
and will continue to be free. {am now where I 
have always stood, and where I shall continue to 
stand. I tell youl can go with neither party con- 
trary to the dictates of my conscience. I will be 
free as air; free as the eagle, soaring. above the 
trammels of party; and like the eagle I will look 
down upon you independent and alone. 
~ Mr. W. proceeded to say that he would not, in 
the political wars of the country, be drilled in. the 
political camp as they were in the military camp. 


He wished here to say, also, that all the castiga- 
tions of a Whig “Editor at Richmond would not 
drive him into drill.” 

If, continued Mr. W. I fight, I shall fight after 
the fashion of the old fellow at. Yorktown, who, 
with along, old fashioned fowling piece, a cow’s 
horn fall of powder, anda broad brimmed hat, 
kept loading and firing, bringing down at- every 
discharge one of the enemy, and being under 
neither drili sergeant nor captain. 

Seeing the bravery of the old fellow, one would 
step up to him and aceost him: 

“I say my friend, what company do you belong 
to?” 

“Be quiet, you bother me; don’t you see I am 
busy?” 

Presently another would address the old fellow 
with— . i 

“Hallow, there, to what regiment do you belong?” 

“Don’t bother me; I belong to no company, nor 
regiment neither; I am fighlung against the British, 
and on my own hook.” ; 

Mr. W. then proceeded to explain that. he was 
precisely in the same position with the old man at 
Yorktown, viz: fighting in the political battle,jon 
his own hook. He neither belonged to any of their 
little companics, or to the regular army. But still 
he was ready to fight the enemy and to do battle 
with the red coats, like the old man at Yorktown, 
with an honest heart and without bounty. If, 
however, gentlemen would join his “erratic” ar- 
my, he then would become a regular. Did gentle- 
men understand him now? He begged to assure 
them he was stilla Whig, and would fight against 
the British, taking as good aim as any of them. 

Mr. JENIFER here took the floor and expressed 
his intention to reply. 

Mr. ANDREWS rose to a point of order. He 
hoped the Cua:r would not suffer the debate to take 
any longer such a course. 

The CHAIR said, the whole debate had been 
“erratic,” but as the gentleman from Virginia had 
risen to make a personal explanation, he con- 
ceived the usual courtesy observed on such occa- 
Song; warranied the Cmar in permitting it thus 
ar. ; 

Mr. JENIFER then proceeded, but spoke in so 
low a tone that he could not be heard but at inter- 
vals. He was understood to allude tothe recent 
course of Mr. Wise and his colleague [Mr. Mar- 
Lory ] He also made some observations in rela- 
tion of certain gentlemen taking the “back traek.” 

Mr. WISE said, as the gentleman from Mary- 
land appeared to be the drill sergeant of the party, 
he would ask him if he had found out the opinions 
of all his Whig friends on the floor. Would. the 
gentleman be kind enough to tell him whether he 
had ascertained the opinions of any of his Whig 
friends, except his (Mr. W’s) and the genileman 
from the Norfolk district [Mr. Mautory?] 

Mr, JENIFER said he possessed no more infor- 
mation as to the opinions of his Whig friends than 
the gentleman himself, 

Mr. ANDREWS called both the gentlemen from ` 
Maryland and Virginia to order, on the ground of 
irrelevancy. 

Mr. GRAVES hoped that the debate would pro- 
ceed, until the position of Mr. Wise should be ful- 
ly understood. 

The CHAIR hoped the good sense of the gentle- 
men would enable them to see that the debate had 
assumed an improper latiintude. 

After some discussion of a conversational cha- 
racter on the point order, 

Mr. JENIFER, on leave, resumed his remarks. 
He proceeded to say that the commanding attitude 
that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wiser] held 
through the country, rendered it highly important 
that his true position should be known. The gen- 
tleman, in his recent three days? speech, not- 
withstanding the doctrines advanced, had still 
avowed that. he was. a Whig. But - he, 
Mr. J. wouid tell the gentleman that when an in- 
dividual avowed certain doctrines, it was not for 
that individual to say whether he was a Whig or 
not. It was for the country to determine, after the 
avowal of those doctrines, what.he was. 

After some further remarks, Mr. J. in reply to á 
question from Mr. Wisg, said, I ask the gentleman 


to lay his finger upon any one portion cf his three 


days’ speech, which was not satisfactory to the Ad- 
ministration party now in power. : 

Mr. WISE replied that when the speech should 
have been printed, he would then show many 
points where no Loco Foco would agree with 
him. 

Mr. JENIFER understood the gentleman to 
have said that he had pleased some of both par- 
ties. Now he desired to know how the gentleman 
did stand, or whether he wasina state of be- 
tweenity. 

Mr. WISE said he did not stand in a state of be- 
tweenity: he was a Whig. But he did not choose 

` to be driven out of the ranks by gentlemen who as- 
sumed to speak for the coming Administration, ba- 
fore they knew what the measures of that Admi- 
nistration would be. Perhaps, when the measures 
of that Administration should be made known, he 
would have as much power to unchurch certain 
gentlemen, as they supposed themselves to pos- 
Sess. 

Mr. W. then proreeded to denounce the idea of 
having so many “little Hatrrisons” in the House, 
dictating and speaking for the coming Administra- 
tion, when it could not be known what the mea- 
sures of that Administration would be. He (Mr. 
W.) had been dragged into this discussion by the 
remarks on his course by the Whig papers on one 
hand, and the Loco Foco papers on the other. He 


wished merely to assert that the friends of General 


Harrison weie not all of one mind as to the mea- 
sures proper to be pursued; and this being the case, 
he denounced the idea of any one section setting 
themselves up as the party. Mr. W. concluded by 
again asking Mr, Jeniren if he bad sounded all his 
Whig friends. 

Mr. JENIFER said he did not speak for either 
General Harrison, or any body besides h'mself, on 
that floor, Mr. J. then proce:ded to notice the fol- 

` lowing remark of Mr, Wise, viz: “that if any man 
attempted to bring down the tyranny of party on 
him, he should be lashed, ete.” Now he, Mr. J. 
desired to know if the gentleman meant to say that 
any party drill had been attempted to be exercised 
against him here. If so, let him point 1t out. 

Mr. WISH, (across.) I point it ont now; I re- 
fer to you. 

Mr. JENIFER said the gentleman in tke course 
of bis remarks, had intimated that he was resolved 
to fight on his own hook. But he would remind 
him, that people were sometimes hung on their own 
hook. Mr. J. then went on to argue that the 
course taken by Mr. Wise was calculated to bring 
distrust upon the coming Administration. í 

After some explanation from Mr. WISE, in 
which he disclaimed any design to bring distrust 
upon the coming Adminictration, or that he had 
made any chirge against it, 

Mr. JENIFER said he was happy to hear that 
the gentleman disavowed charging any thing 
azainst the coming Administration, But at the 
same lime, he would ask that gentleman whether 
it would not be more manly to make direct charges 
than to pursue the course he had? Mr. J. was un- 
derstood further to say, that if the gentleman did 
not distrust the coming Administration, why was 
all this ery about the danger of a high protective 
tariff? When the gentleman spoke about the 
“spoils,” the “lash,” ets. what did he: mean, if he 
did not distrust the Administration? Why this de- 
nunciation, if there was no objeci? When the gen- 
tleman said he could not support the coming Ad- 

ministration unless it should agree with his views, 

‘did he go beyond any other Whig? The gentle- 
man had thought proper to make a speech in ad- 
vance, to show the ruinons effects of an extra ses- 
sion, and the danger of adopting measurés when 
the Representatives came fresh from the people, 
under the influence of triumphant feelings. He, 
Mr. J. considered that it was safer to legislate when 
the Representatives came fresh trom the people. 

Mr. WISE here rose to explain. 

Mr. ANDREWS called him to order. In his 
opinion, the debate ought not to. be suffered to pro- 
ceed any further, : 

Several members called Mr. Anprews to order, 
on the ground that he had called’ Mr. Wiss to or- 
der before that gentleman had said any thing. 


“came into power. 


_ Administration differed in their views on certain’, 
matters. But for doing this, said Mr. W. the gen- 


_ the way. 


wishes to.go to Europe to attend to the tobacco in- 


Mr. WISE said he bad risen to make a sWeep-! 
ing declaration, viz: that the gentleman from Ma-:: 
ryland bad not stated correctly a single position he}: 
(Mr. W,) had taken the other day. ji 

Mr. ANDREWS. There! he. has said some- 
thing now, and I call him to order on the ground of: 
jrrelevancy. i 

After some conversation on the point of order, ` 

Mr. WISE, on leave, proceeded, and, denied. 
that he had ever said he anticipated all would be 
wrong in the coming Administration, as c‘arged.. 
by the gentleman from Maryland. He said no 
such thing. On the contrary, he believed that all 
would be right. 

After some. further remarks, Mr. W. said, he 
did say, however, that some gentlemen were trying 
to swerve the Administration from its course, and 
he meant the gent!eman from ‘Maryland as one of 
them, for, continued Mr. W. every mute goes to 
makes a macs. 

Mr. W. went on to say, that as he had found 
gentlemen actively engaged in manufacturing pub- 
fic opinion in advance, as the sentiments of the 
Whig party, he thought it high time that he should 
speak, lest his silence might be construed into ac- 
quiescence. And when. certain sentiments were 
held forth, in relation to the tariff, the distribution 
system, &c. he had taken the liberty of saying that, 
as one of the Whig party, they were not his senti- 
ments. : 

After some further observations as to his views on 
the tariff question, Mr. W. expressed his repugnance: 
toany set of Whigs undértaking to manufacture: 
public opinion, before the vew Administration’ 


But said, Mr. W. the gentleman from Maryland: 
has said that it would be a little more manly for me 
to come out, etc. Now, all I have to say is, that 
the gentleman is about thirty years older than Lam, 
yet he cannot teach me manliness. Mr. W., said 
if the gentleman would lop off a little of his Fede- 
ralism, he would go with him as far as he could, 
but in the first place it would be necessary to see 
how far they could go, as he expected to go with: 
the gentleman in a variety of matters. 

Mr. W. thën stated that he was in favor of eco- 
nomy and retrenchment in the expenses of Go- 
vernment; against appropriations for internalim- 
provements, etc. 

Mr. JENIFER was understood to say that he 
differed. 

After some further explanation between the gen- 
tlemen as to their views, 

Mr. WISE said, but the gentleman contends that 
„because I do not go for a distribution and a tariff, 
that Tam no Whig. 

Mr. JENIFER. I said no such thing. I said 
(the remainder of the sentence was not 


heard.) 

Mr, WISE. Well, that is precisely the same 
thing, It amounts to this, that unless { vote for a 
tariff on Juxuriss, Iam no Whig. Butmy con- 
stituents will see my politics on that. subject 
when my speech is printed. Mr. W, went 
on to say that if other gentlemen had.not 
defined their position, and spoke for the 
coming Administration, he wou'd not have. 
said a word. He wished merely to have: 
it understood, that the friends of the coming’ 


iteman from Maryland has taken me in hand, with 
my colleague from the Norfolk district. There are 
some whose intellects are ‘so dull that they cannot 
understand; while there are others who wild not un- 
derstaid: But my friend from. Maryland is, I 
know, an intelligent: gentlemen, and T cannot sap- 
pose that he is one of those who are not willing to 
understand. I bope I am not in the way of my 
friend from Maryland, and that.it is his wih to 
put me out of the way. . I hope itis neither the ob- 
ject of. that gentlemen, nor others, to put me out of 


Now, said Mr. W. in order that my friend from 
Marvland may understand me foliy, I will tell him 
that I do not intend to stand in his way; and if he 


terest, I assure that J do not want to go. If any. 
er of my Whig. friends supposes that I am iw 


‘his or their way, they may dispel their fears, for I, 
assure them Ishall be in the way of none of thera. 1 


. Mr. W. then proceeded to say, that neither h 
nor his.constituents shuld ever be brought, unde 
the dril of party. ‘The gentleman, from Ma 


thought proper to be very witty, and’ to. say, th 
“it sometimes happened that gen'lemen who fough 


on their own hook, were hung on their own hook.” 
Now, he, Mr. W. would say, in reply, that some @ 


_gentlemen were never hung at all. 4 
The gentleman from Maryland hds also said tha 
he speaks for nobody. but himself. He said; how. 


ever, almost in the same breath, that if I took the < 
ground I did against- a protective tariff, ete. T dif- ` 
fered from all the Whig party, with the exception | 


of the gentleman from the Norfolk District. Now, 


here he has undertaken to speak for all the Whigs ` 


but two and a half; for my colleague from the Nor 

folk District counts one, and L and my friend from 

Maryland compose the remaining one and a half, 
But, continued Mr. W. I tell the gentleman from 


Maryland that onthe question of the distribution : 
and the tariff, he has found more than two’ and a | 


half. Where is the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 


Aurorp?] Did he not give his views the other day & 
in sufficiently plain terms for the gentleman? Now, 3} 
although my friend from Maryland took meto task 4 
‘on the score of “manliness,” I take it for granted ‘$ 


that he will admit the gentleman from Georgia to 
be a whole man, ae aa 


But, said Mr.. W. the gentleman from Maryland 
has asked me where is the tyranny of party?’ Why, 
there it is, (pointing to Mr. Jenrrmn;) there is the 
drill sergeant himself. He took me into his hands, 
and one of my best friends from Kentucky [Mr- 
Graves] undertook to help. ` ne 

Mr, GRAVES explained. 

Mr. WISE went on to say that he would ‘make 
gentlemen understand him before he had done. He 
had said that he would not be brought under party 
drill, and whenever it should be attempted, he 
would ‘resist it. It had now been atiempted, 
and he now resisted it. The party fdrill had ál- 
ready commenced, but he would not submit to it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Tennessee made some ob- 


servations in relation to impatations on the Whig ` 


arty. 
: Mr. WISE said he had made no imputations, on 
the Whig party. He would further say, that he 


acknowledged no gentleman there as the Whig - 


party. o 
After some further diseussion of a conversational 
character, pi 
Mr. WISE went on to say that he did not ac- 
knowledge the gentleman from Maryland: [Mr. 
Jeniper] as the Whig party. And (said Mr: W.) 
I tell the gentleman trom Maryland that if his ty- 
ranny is all I have to resist, I can soon overcome it, 
Mr. W. proceeded to say that none other of his 
Whig friends had attempted to subject him to party 
drill, but that the Whig papers had attempted it. 
But, said Mr. W. even if it were my design: to 
separate from the party, it would be a question 
with me whether honesty lies.on the side. of, these 
in power, or on the side of those out of power. But 
I wish it to be understood at home and elsewhere, 


. that I spurn the attempt to unecburch me, whether 


insidiously or openly, directly or indirectly. [fany 
one is to hold the-sword over my head, the General 
himself shall do it, but no drili sergeant. shall. 

Mr. JENIFER was understcod to ask if there 
was any thing personal intznded, by the above re- 
marks. Le 

Mr. WISE disclaimed any personal allusion in 
applying theterm ‘drill sergeant;” but, said he, I 
will tell the gentleman frem Maryland, ‘that if he 
attempts to whip me.iato the ranks, he will find me 
as difficult to drive as ‘the-Irishman’s pig! The gen- 
ileman will no doubt remember the story. f 

An Insbman was attempting to drive an obsti- 
meat and: Pat,” said a friend, “where. is it 

: self is a going ” 
eas ie AY fear,” said the driver, “it’s to 
Gork'T am going, sure; but for the blood o’ye spake 


“soft; or the pig will hear!” 


Afier an application of the above-to his pglitieal 
course, and the absurdity of any attempt. to drive 


j land. 
{Mr. Jexiret] had, in the course of bis speech, 


pa 
a 


octet ramen ate ene eI 


a MAASE I tenes ose et 


Hh SED Ne Sa Ge etait nO, 


bim, Mr. W. said his position was based on high 


principles, and not men; and on those principles he 
was ready to stand or fall. / 
Mr. WISE addressed the committee at great 


` Jength in regard to his position; after which, 


Mr. STANLY withdrew the motion to strike 
oat. 
Mr. JENIFER renewed it; and proceeded to re» 


: ply to the remarks of Mr. Wise; and had spoken 


for a few minutes, 
When Mr. ANDREWS insisted on the point of 


order, that the whole debate, being irrelevant, was 


out of order. 

And the CHAIR decided it to be so. 

Mr. GRAVES hoped the gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. Jenirex}] would be allowed to go on, 
‘until the House thoroughly understood the position 
of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisx.] 

After some conversation, Mr. WELLER moved 
that the gentleman from Maryland have leave to 
proceed. $ 

Mir. ANDREWS asked for tellers, that it might 
be seen who were in favor of going on with the 
business of the country, and who in favor of con- 
tinuing this irrelevant and useless debate. 

But the call for tellers was not seconded. 

And the question being taken, leave to proceed 
was granied without a division. 

Mr. JENIFER. then proceeded, yielding the floor 
to occasional explanations from Mr. Wise. Mr. 
Jaxer having closed — 

Mr. WISE took the floor, and, leave having been 
given to him to proceed, replied to Mr. JENIFER. 
Mr, Wiss having concluded— 

Mr. GRAVES next addressed the committee, 
and was followed by Mr. POPE and Mr. AN- 
DREWS, until half past six o'clock, when the com- 
mittee rose. 

And then, at the instance of Mr. LINCOLN, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the re- 
port from the Secretary of the Secretary of the 
form in which patents for the public lands have 
been executed. The report was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, to the end that 
the committee may inquire into the legality of the 
patents heretofore issued, and, if they are found de- 

lective, to report a bill to legalize them. 

And then the House adjourned. 

While the House was in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of pensions during the year 1841, and pro- 
viding for the expense of removing such Seminole 
Indians as may be disposed to emigrate to the 

West, was received from the Senate with anim- 
material amendment, which the Honse immediately 
considered and agreed to. 

And so the bill has passed both Houses of Con- 


gress. 


IN SENATE, 
Tusspay, February 16, 1841. 

Mr. CUTHBERT appeared and took his seat in 
the Senate this morning. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a report 
from the Secretary of War in reply to a resolution 
of the Senate of the 17th December last, respecting 
the sale of machinery engaged in the construction 
of roads and harbors; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented several 
memorials from citizens of Florida, remonstrating 
against the cession of any portion of that Territory 
to the Seminoles; which were severally referred to 
the Cemmittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of citizens 
of Arkansas, praying the establishment of a post 
toute; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial of David 
Robb; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
. Public Lands, to which was referred the bill from 
the House to amend an act entitled “An act to au 
thorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants and 
perfect titles to certain lands therein described, and 
to setile the claims to the vacant and unappropria- 
ted lands within the same;” reporred the same with- 
out amendment, PP ae te ee 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. W. said as the bill was nearly the same as 


that passed at previous seszions—-the only difer- 
_ence being that it was less favorable to the State of 
Tennessee than the former bill-she hoped the Se- 
hate would now order it to a third reading. 


Mr. GRAHAM wished to look into the bill be- 
fore its passage, and hoped it would be postponed 
until to-morrow, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested that it might 


be ordered to a thitd reading to-day, and as the 
question on its passage would not come up until to- 


morrow, the Senator in the meanwhile could ex- 


amine the bill. 


Mr. GRAHAM said, he was informed by a 
friend near him, [Mr. Huwrinevon,] that the bill 
could not then be amended; and he would there- 
fore prefer ,that its further consideration should 
be postponed until tomorrow; which was accord- 
ingly ordered. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of William G. 
Cheever, asked to be discharged from their further 
consideratien; which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill giving authority to the Secretary ofthe Trea- 
sury to audit and settle the accounts between the 
United States and David Gelston, formerly collec- 
tor of the port of New York; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. H. also from the committee, to which was 
referred the bill for the relief of Caroline E. CE- 
therall, widow of Dr. George C. Clitherall, late a 
surgeon on the army of the Revolution, reported 
the same, without amendment. 

Mr. SMITA, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Daniel Piatt, deceased; which was read, 
and oidered to a second reading. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill making 
appropriations to complete certain military roads 
leading to the frontier posts bordering on Texas 
and the Indian Territory, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Esther John- 
son, widow of Col. Jonas Johnson of North Caroli- 
na, deceased; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
lation for consideration: $ 

Resolved, That the map of the country west of 
the Mississippi, made under the direction of the 
War Department by J. N. Nicollet, esq. and the 
report in reference to the same, be printed for the 
use of Congress, under the direction of the chief of 
the Corps of Topographical Engineers, and that 
two hundred copies thereof be delivered to the War 
Department, and to the bureau of Topographical 
Engineers, for distribution, and three hundred ad- 
ditional copies for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Waxker said the report of Mr. Nicollet 
and accompanying map of the region of the Up- 
per Mississippi, prepared under the direction of 
Congress, and the supervision of the Department of 
War, would be found among the most accurate, 
scientific, interesting, and instructive, ever made in 
this country. It commences at the city of St, 
Louis, as its southeastern peint of departure, and 
terminates at our northern boundary, east of the 
Rocky Mountains, extending from the 39th to the 
49th parallel of north latitude, and from 90 to 100 
of longitude west of Greenwich. Stretching from 
near Lake Superior on the east to the great western 
bend of the Missouri river on the west, and em- 
bracing the entire basin of the Upper Mississippi, 
it included a region more extensive than several of 
the largest States of the Union. It was a region 
most salubrious, and unsurpassed in beauty and 
fertility. In mineral wealth, it was unequalled in 
tbe world, and was interspersed with timber and 
prairie lands, and many hundred lakes, both fresh 
and sak, that might well challeng? a comparison 
with those of any other country. This survey em- 
braces 245 geographical positions, deduced from 
more than ten thousand. astronomical observations. 
An enlarged system of barometrical observa- 
tions had been: carried on for several years, in 


which Mr. Nicollet had been aided by many ! 


scientific Zentlethan; and by these means, the topo- 
graphical features of the whole region, and its ab- 
solute elevation above the sea, will be represented 
with the greatest accuracy. The report will repre- 
sent the geology and botany of this vast region, its 
vegetable and mineral resources. The report and 
map will be highly honorable to their unassuming 
but able and scientific author—to the country by 
‘whom he has been employed, and to the Secretary 
of War, who, with so much zeal and energy, 
has pressed forward this important work. The 
rivers Mississippi and Missouri, for several thou- 
sand miles, are surveyed and delineated with the 
greatest accuracy— vith all their physical features 
and incidents—their banks, their hills and valleys, 
their channels, shoals, and sand bars, with the 
velocity of current and depth ofgwater. To the 
emigrant, the farmer, the merchant and navigator 
—to the topographer and geographer—the botanist, 
the mineralogist and geologist—-to the scholar and 
statesman, and to the whole country, this wasa 
work of the highest importance. To the Ameri- 
can patriot also, whose love of the Union embraced 
his whole country and all its parts, this report and 
survey would afford abundant materials for de- 
lightful contemplation and animated hopes, in 
marking the onward progress of this great 
nation. He would here, in this hitherto 
almost unexplored region of the West, be- 
behold a country larger than any empire in 
Europe, save one, where, in a very few years, there 
will be three new States, among the largest and 
most fertile in the Union—Wiskontan, Iowa, 
and another embracing the beautiful Fountain 
lake near our northern boundary, delineat- 
ed on this map, where the great Mississippi 
commences its southern course to the Gulf. As 
a mere money question, the publication of this 
map and report would be most important ia aid of 
the final settlement of the great subject of selling 
our mineral lands, heretofore referred by the Se- 
nate to the Committee on Public Lands, and would, 
he hoped, be decided upon at the next session. 
Unless important improvements in mining and 
smelting were introduced, and the utmost facilities 
afforded in the acquisition of these lands, there was 
some reasen to fear that lead, when the tariff 
reached its minimum in 1842, could not be brought 
from the West to the East in successful competition 
with foreign lead; a result, that by due attention to 
mining and smelting, and utmost facilities in ob- 
taining these lands, might be prevented, and thus 
there three great States, that must soon emerge 
frora territorial pupilage, mighthave no inducement 
presented to support the high tariff policy. In this 
point of view, the question became one of the 
highest importance to the South, as well as. the 
North; and Mr. W. hoped there would, there- 
fore, be no objection from any quarter to printing 
this map and report. ‘ 

Mr. BENTON, in a few remarks, concurred in 
the views of Mr. Wauxer as to the great value of 
the work, and the propriety of its publication. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolation, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of confirming William Triplett of Missouri in his 
claim to a tract of land. 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion-for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Senate will, on Thursday next, 
at one o’cléck, proceed to the election of a publie 
Printer for the Senate, for the Twenty-seventh Con- 

ress. 
° Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion tor consideration: 

Resolved, That the forty-seventh rule be so far 
suspended as that ladies introduced by Senators, 
may, for the residue of the present session, be ad~ 
mitted to the privileged seats within the Senate. 

On motion by Mr, WILLIAMS, the joint reso- 
lution to anthorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
make contracis and advances for American water- 
rotied hemp for a limited time, was taken up, con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill granting a pension to Pamella Allen, 


widow of the late Samuel Allen, a soldier of the 
Revolution; and 

The bill to authorize the payment of equitable 
commissions to the agents or attorneys of persons 
in whose favor awards have been made under four 
several treaties between the United States and cer- 
tain foreign powers; which awards have been re- 

_ tained in the Treasury in payment of debts due the 
United States; were severally considered as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of bank- 
ruptcy was taken up—the question being oa Mr. 
Hoszarp's motion to amend by including incorpo- 
rated companies within its provisions. : 

Mr. TAPPAN, Mr. NICHOLAS, Mr. LINN, 
ani Mr. CALHOUN, severally addressed the Se- 
nate on the amendment; and, 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tusspay, February 16, 1841. 


Mr. FILLMORE asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to enable him to submit a reselution 
requiring the Committee on Military Affairs to re- 
port a bill making appropriations for the defence 


of the 
NORTHEASTERN FRONTIER. 

Objection being made, 

Mr- FILLMORE moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. CARR moved a call of the House. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON said he could save the 
time of the House, by stating that this matter was 
now before the Military Committee, and that, in a 
day or two, they would present a general system of 
defence. He did not believe the business would 
be at all expedited by the adoption of the resolution 
of the gentleman from New York. 

The question was taken on a cail of the House, 
and resulied—ayes 36, noes 54: no quorum voting. 

The question was about being again taken, when 

Mr. MORGAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 62, nays 70. 

So the House refused a call of the House. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. FiLLmorm to suspend the rales, by yeas and 
nays, as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Joba W. Ailen, An- 
derson, Andrews, Atherton, Baker, Barnard, Beat- 
ty, Bell, Boardman, Boyd, Briggs, Brockway, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, 
Carr, ‘Carroll, Casey, Chittenden, Clifford, Wil- 
liam R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cranston, Crary, 
Cross, Edward Davies, John Davis, John W. Da- 
vis, Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, Doan, Doe, 
Eastman, Edwards, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fill- 
more, Fine, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gates, 
Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Granger, Graver, Grin- 
nell, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, John Hast- 
ings, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, Jackson, 
James, Jameson, Charles Johnston, Joseph John- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kempshali, 
Kille, King, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, 
Lowell, MeCariy, McClure, McCalloch, Meredith 
Mallory, Marvin, Medill, Miller, Mitche!!, Mon- 
roe, Montanya, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Naylor, 
Palen, Parrish, Paynter, Peck, Proff’, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Edward Rogers, Russell, Shaw, Simonton, Slade, 
Traman Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Stuart, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Philip F. Tho- 
mas, Tillinghast, Toland, David D. Wagener, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, John White, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Worthington 
—127. 

NAYS—Messrs. Banks, Beirne, Biackwel!, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, John Camp- 
bell, Chapman, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Den- 
nis, Dromgoole, Earl, Graham, Griffin, Hawkins, 
Hüllen, Hepkins, Hubbard, Lewis, Lucas, Mc- 
Clellan, McKay, Montgomery, Petrikin, Pickens, 
Rhett, Samuels, Thomas Smith, Sumter, Waddy 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Thompson, Turney, Underwood, and Joseph L. 
Wiliams—34, 


So the rules were suspended. ~ 


The question was then taken on the reception of- 


the resolution, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 
79, noes 58. . 

And on the question, Shall the main question be 
now put? 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia moved to lay the reso- 
lation on the table; but 

Mr. FILLMORE having modified his resolution, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs ke instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reporting a bill making the necessary appropria- 
tions for fortifications, naval armaments, and other 
necessary preparations to place the country ina 
proper state of defence, 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia withdrew his mo- 
tion. 

The main question was tken taken, and decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

CIVIL, AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and resume the consideration of 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER said that a special order (the 
steamboat bills) had been assigned for this day. 

Mr. JONES moved to postpone the special order 
until Monday next; and, 

On ‘the question being taken, it passed in the af- 
firmative. 

So the special order was postponed until Monday 

next. : 
The House then resolved itself into a-‘Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Bett in the chair) and resumed the consideration 
of the bill making appropriation for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1841. 

The question was taken on the motion, made by 
Mr. Jenirer on yesterday, to strike out the item 
“for compensation to the Solicitor of the Treasury, 
three thousand dollars,” and decided in the nega- 
tive. 

After the atoption of some incidental amend- 
ments, 

Mr. LEONARD moved to strike out three in 
liné 334, and insert two, and in live 327 strike out 
eight hundred and seven, and insert three hundred 
and sjzly. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. McCARTY moved further to amend the 
same section, by inserting in line 336, after the 
word repairs, thirty thousand, (to be appropriated 
for the repair of the Potomac Bridge, that being 
the amount estimated to be necessary for the en- 
gineer,) So as to read, 

“Fer compensation to two assistants to the Com- 
missioner, as superintendent of the Potomac 
bridge, at one dollar and fifty cents per day, in- 
cluding oil for Jamps, fuel, and repairs, thirty-one 
thousand, three hundred and sixty dollars.” 

After some remarks by Messrs. McCARTY, 
REED, BARNARD, W. ©. JOHNSON, MON- 


ROE, and GRAHAM, 


The question was taken on agreeing to the 
amendment—ayes 65, noes 40—no quorum. 

The question was again taken, but still no quo- 
rum voting, 

On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, the com- 
mittee rose aad reported that fact to the House. 
But 

It having been ascertained by the SPEAKER 
that a quorum was how present, 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole; and 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
amendment, and decided jn the affirmative. 

Mir. BARNARD moved to amend the amend- 
ment, as follows: 

“That so much of this sum as shall be applied 
for repairs, shall be under the direction of the Se- 
cretary of War.” 

Which amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FLOYD moved that the entire clause, ab 


amended, be stricken . out; but the motion did not 
prevail. 3 


item: ; i 
“For compensation $to the officers: and clerk of 


Mr. GREEN moved to strike out the following 


the Branch Mint at Charlotte, six thousand dollars,* - 


After some remarks by Messrs. GREEN, Må- 
SON, GRAHAM, HUBBARD, CONNOR, ‘and. 


GRAVES, and before the question was taken, 


The committee rose, reported progress, and asked’ - 


leave to sit again; and then, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespar, February 17, 1841, 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the credentials of the 
Hon, Georcr Evans, elected by the Legislature of 
Maine a Senator of that State in the Senate ofthe 
United States for six years from the 4th of March 
next; which were read, and ordered to be placed:on 
file. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a commu- 


nication from the Secretary of the Navy, transe.. 


mitting a report of a board of officers directed to 
make experiments with Colt’s repeating fire arms. 


Mr. WALL moved that it be laid upon the 


table and printed; which was amended upon motion: : 


by Mr. WILLIAMS to include a report made ata 
former session on the repeating fire arms of 
Mighill Nuttig; and the motion as amended was 
agreed fo. xs 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a report and 
joint resolutions of the Legislature of his State re- 
lative to the continuance of the Cumberland road; 
which, after some remarks from Mr. S. were laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, from the Commit 
lee on Revolutionary Claims, to which a memorial 
on the subject had been referred, reported a bill au- 
thorizing a settlement of the accounts of Silas 
Deane; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading, and the report aad documents ordered t 
be printed. ‘ 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Post |` 


Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
bil! for the relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker, report- 
ed the same without amendment. 3 

On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, the bill was 
then taken up and considered as in committee of 
the whole; and, after being explained by Mr. B. 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the 
Pablic Lands, to which a memorial on the subject 
had been referred, reported a bill granting the 
Mexican Gulf Railway Company the right of way 
through the public lands; «hich was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial remonstrat- 
ing against the repeal of the Independent Treasury 
law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. A. also presented the memorial of 107 citi- 
zens of Perry county, Obio, remonstrating against 
the passage of the bankrupt law; which was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
Sarah Van Duzer; which was re erred to the: Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a memorial, which he 
said was the first of the kind from his State, of 20 
citizens of Chicut county, Arkansas, in favor of the 


- passage of a bankrupt law; which was laid on the 


table, and ordered to be printed. : 

Mr. KING presented the petition of the Presi- 
dent and Directors of the Mobile and New Orleans 
Railroad Company, praying that the duty on cer- 
tain railroad iron may not be collected until there is 


an opportunity of laying it on the road; which, as 


a bill had been reported- on the subject, he would 
ask might be laidon the table. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Ju- 
dic'ary, reported a bill to declare the rights of the 
children of the citizens of the United States born 
abroad; which was- read, and ordered to a second 
reading. : : 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Joint Committee on 


the Library, to which the bill to appoint trustees for. + 


for the investment of the Smithsonian fand had been 
referred, reported a bill to incorporate the National 
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esteem 


ceansiereiaio 


reaver 


such as universally pervaded this nation. 
certain that the persons who had, under the opera- 


> an alleviation of their condition. 


: Yate to their serious disadvantage. It might 


Tastitiition for the Promotion of Scieti¢e it the Dir- 
trict of Columbia; and i 2 5 

A bill to invest the proceeds of the Smithsonian 
fund, and to establish the Smishsonian Institution; 
which, after some remarks from Mr. P. were seve- 
rally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Miti- 
tary Affairs, to.which was referred the memorial 
of the widow of Lieutenant Colonel: Alexander 
R. Thompson, made an adverse report thereon} 
which was ordered to be printed. Pith 

Mr..N. from the same committee, made an adverse 
report on the peution of sundry mechanics engaged 
in the constraction of the United States Arvenal at 
Fayettville, North Carohna; which was ordered to 
be prmted. f 

Mr. NICHOLAS submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be directed to: inquire into the expediency of caus- 


ing such a survey, exploration, report and map of 


the Southwestern seciion of the United’ States, 


‘West of the Mississippi, as has recently been made 


under the direction of the War Department and 
Mr. Nicollet in the Northwest. : 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented a petition 


from citizens of Rome, Oneida county, New York, 


praying that the Congress of the United States 
would, by a resolution of that body, declare it 10 
be the opinion of this people that thé British Go- 
vernment, by reducieg our citizens, whom they 
captured in arms during the late revolutionary 
movements of the Canadas, to the condition of 
common felons,have departed from thathumane 
course towards prisoners which they have professed 
to bein. accordance with their principles, and have 
violated the beat policy of civilized nations; and 
that it is regarded as a severity not necessary 


; to the case, and the exercise of a cruelty uncalled 
i for; which was read. 


Mr. NORV ELL said that it struck him, on hear- 
ing the memorial read, that the proper disposition 
of it would be to transmit it to the Prezident of the 
United Stajes. Whatever indiscretions might have 


| attended the participation of a portion of our fel- 


low-citizens on the Northern frontier in the move- 
ments in Canada for the assertion of her liber- 
ty and independence, he had no doubt that 


they had been governed by the purest of mo- 


tives—-by a holy sympathy with the oppressed, 
anda sincere devotion to the cause of freedom, 
It was 


tion of the British law, and the deerees‘of the Bri- 
lsh tribunals, been sentenced to banishment, and 
to hard labor in chains, in Van Dieman’s Land, 
were suft-ring extreme hardship and severe punish- 
ment, he object of the memorial was to procure 
But he felt 
strong apprehensions, that the concluding pray- 
or of that memorial, asking Congress to express, by 
resolution, certain abstract opinions in reference to 
the punishment and discipline to which those per- 
sons had been and were still subjected, might opo» 

ro- 
duce additional irritation on the part of the Brih 
Government, and tend to rivet the ċhains which 


; had already been fastened upon the unfortanate in- 


dividuals in whose behalf the memorialists had 
made their present application. Unless, therefore, 
we were prepared to engage in a war with Great 
Britain on this subject, which he, for one, did not 
deprecate, it would be the best course which could 
be adopted on this occasion, to send the memorial 
to the President, in order that he might adopt such 


; Measures as, in his judgment, would, by negotia- 


tion, tend the most effectually to attain the- object 
which the memorialists had in view. He moved 
the reference of the paper to the President, 

Mr. PRESTON deprecated any interference with 
the internal political affairs of a foreign Govern- 
ment; and he regretted the manifestations of the 
last year or two past in some par's of this country, 
which itseemed to him had a tendency to endanger 
the existing relations of this nation with the power 
to which he alluded, and to transfer the legitimate 
exercise of the constitutional right of this Govern- 
ment to the hands of an unauthorized and irrespon- 
pible combination. With regard to the dispute on 


: duced in the Senator from South Carolina. 


-out Northeastern: boundary, there-had ‘been danger: 
"of cur being dragged into a dangercus collision with 
the British power, and much difficulty’ had; been 
‘experienced by the action ef a State. Legisla- 
tūre; and- he ventured to say that no one who 
Shad a due consideration for the interests ahd the re 
“lations in which we stood to that Government, 
would te disposed in this case to interfere and en- 


danger the repose of this country. Tne relations 
of this country on her frontier, were becoming 
mere and more exciting; exasperation and temper 
were got up, which exposed us to dangerous peri’; 


night lead to aw interruption of the relations: be- 
ween this country and Great Britain. No one 
ould be more deeply impressed with the evils of 
ach a calamity: than he was—evils to ourselves, 
vils, calamitous evils, to our country, and also to 
ivil hberty. It should be the duty of this Govern- 


:'ment to restrain all interference with the affairs of 


nat Government; and especially to restrain, cau- 
iously and religiously, all interference with the 
nternal political relations of that Government. 


The men to whose cases the memorial referred, 
- were charged with political crimes, and they were 


‘not without precedent for the exercise of a humane 


interference between nations in cases of crime; but 
‘this’ was not such a case. 
; circumstances of recent occurrence that rendered it 


And besides, there were 


necessary fur us to take a wise and cautious course. 
Only a few-days since he was informed an inter- 
ference had takén place on the part-of Great Bri- 


- tain, in the form of a remonstrance,on a subject 


which was calculated to produce great excitement; 
and he trusted that no department of our Govern- 
ment would do any thing that was likely to justify 
such an interference. If this Government interfered 


: on the ground of humanity, in the case of the Ca- 


nadians, might not the British Government inter- 
fere, on the same ground with this Government in 
the cae of those (the Amistad negroes) recently 
thrown on our shores? The unauthorized colec- 


‘tion of people on our Northern frontier, and 


the resolutions which they bad passed, had already, 
to some extent, exposed us to censure, but he trast- 
ed the Senate in its action would manifest a tem- 
per and a wisdom becoming its character and its 


: position, and he would move that, without printing, 


the memorial, be laid on the table. 

Mr. NORVELL asked the Senator from Sou'h 
Carolina to withdraw his motion to lay the memo- 
rial on the table for one moment. He had already 
expressed his fears that a compliance with the 
prayer of the memorialists, in the manner sug- 
gested by them, might aggravate, instead of alle- 
viating, the condition of the persons whose un- 
happy fae bad called forth their application. 
Bat he woald remind the Senator from Sonth 
Carol.na, that tho-e unfortunate individuals were 
American citizens. Their case bore no resem- 
blance to the case of the Amistad negroes. In re- 
ference to these, he considered the interference of 
the British Government to be wholly unjustifiable. 
That was an interference which every Ameri- 
can should condemn. Fie had read the corre- 


: spondence of the British Minister with the Secretary 


cf State with the same feelings which it had pro- 
But 
if the President, by an informal representation, 


| such as had heretofore been made to the authori- 


“es at Toronto, could mitigate the situation of 
of our own fellow-citizens in Van Dieman’s 
Land, he thought that such a representation 
ought to be made. It was not at all ia- 
compatible with the principle of _non-inter- 
tsrvention on the part of one nation with the 
domestic affairs of another, to which he most 
cordially subscribed; but, on the contrary, it was 
a proceccing which was demanded by all the 
considerations of hamanity that could appeal with 
just effect to the better feelings of our nature. 

The memorial was then laid on the table. 

The special order (the bankrupt bill) was then 
called for, but Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped the 
Senate would devote a few minutes to the conside- 
ration of a bill which had been postponed yester- 
day at the suggestion of the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. Gaanam.] He alluded to the bill 
from the House to amend an act entitled “An act 


nd he, for one, deprecated any interposition that | 


‘toauthorize-the State‘of: ce to issue grants 
and perfect titles to certainlands therein ceseribed, f 
“and to settle the claims to 
“‘priated lands within the same.” y 


- Stead of twelve and a half cents. 


he vacant and unappro- 


: The bill was accordingly taken up, and Mr. 
‘GRAHAM proposed to amed it by increasing 


othe minimum price from #12 cents to $I 25 per 
‘acre, and extending the time tø three years, the pro- 
“priety of which he enforced at some length. 


Mr. ANDERSON said tHat he would reply very 


‘briefly to what had been said by the Senator from 
North Carolina, because he was unwilling to con- 
: Same, unnecessarily, the precious lime of the Se- 
“mate, and only desired to state the facts in this case, 
“believing that they were unanswerable in support 
of this bill. 
: ments: the one was to extend the time for the tinal 


The Ssnator had moved two amend- 


location of the outstanding warrants for bree years 
instead of one, and the other was to fix the price of 
the lands at one dollar and twenty-five cents, in- 
To both these 
amendments he objected; because, in the first place, 
they were not demanded by the circumstances of 
the case; and, secondly, because, if they should be 
adopted, the whole bill would be defeated. He 
said that after fifteen years cf dificult struggling in 
the House of Representatives, justice and sound 
policy had fisaliy prevailed, and now, for the first 
time,a bll for the ultimate disposition of these 
lands, upon proper principles, had passed 
that body. Sir, said he, if we amend this 
bill, we putan end to the measure for this 
session. ft cannot now again repass in. the 
other end of this Capitol; acd no men can tell 
how long it may be, before we shall be to near, es 
we now are, to a successful and equitable adjust- 
ment of this protracted question. The Senator 
from North Carolina seemed to apprehend that 
some injustice might be done to the Revolutionary 
claimants of that State. But, sir, said he, the facis 
will satisfy every impartial man, that in the dispe~ 
sition of these jands the State of Worth Carolina 
has no more interest than any cther one of the 
States of this Union. The fRevolutionary claims 
of Norih Carolina were to be provided for, accord. 
ing to the terms of her cession, and the act of 
compromise of eighteen hundred and six, by the 
United States. Sir, they were provided for, and 
North Carolina declared herself, by a formal act, 
to have the r'ght of presuming upon a deiault of 
heirs, and of claimants, and finished at one broed 
sweep her Revolutionary demands upon Tennessee. 
They were conceded, and ste received that rich le- 
gacy for her University, which completed ih 
of more than four miilions three hund:ed thousand 
acres of land she had received, in conformity wilh 
the cession and compromise ac’s.’ As far as she is 
concerned, sir, there cannot be the slightest siedow 
of objection to the passage of this bill, She has 
had all she ever asked—and I speak not in the spi- 
rit of unkindness to our ancisat mojher, when I say 
she bas had all she had a right to demand—ani, so 
far from thinking of a limitation of seven years 
against her, as suggcsted by her henorable Senator, 
she has had more than forty years within which to 
prepare and mature her claims; and now, when 
she has no more left, is it reasonable to ask us 
to wait, because åt is possible there may be one 
or two behind? But we say, upon the best kind of 
evidence, her own act appropriating the last remains 


ef the Revolutionary claims to her own use, thet no 


more ewist. If there are, she has done an act of 
injustice to her own citizens, and it is neither fit 
nor proper that she should now interfere between 
us and ours, Fer I learn, sir, that there are but 
a few thousand acres of warrants issued upon cera 
lificates of interference, which remain unsatished 
and these are exclusively owned by citizens of Ten. 
nessee. If there be a citizen of North Carolina 
holding any such claim, itis not known. Those 
warrants are now being satisfied, ‘Phe claimants 
I am informed, are daily locating them in the dis- 
trict. Besides all this, those claimants are within 
th: limits mostly of that section; and itis unreason« 
able to suppose that their Representatives would be 
williug to do an act of injustice to any of their im- 
mediate constituents, or that they are any less dis- 
posed to consult their interests than we are. 

In addition to all this, we have the testimony of 


the whole Tennessee delegation, in 1832, that the 
expenses of survey of these lands would not be re- 
imbursed by their sale. Among that delegation is 
. to be feund the name of my respected predecessor, 
who had much knowledge of this subject, as one 
of the early settlers of Tennessee. In connection 
with this testimony, may be found, appended to the 


report of the committee of the House of Repre-: 


sentatives, in that year, who examined fully the 
whole subject, the statements of the principal sur- 
veyors, who were intimately acquainted with the 
lands, and who agreed precisely with the views 
there presented. They fix the highest average price 
at twelve and a half cents. 

Sir, said he, itis not my purpose to protract this 
discussion, and I therefore content myself with re- 
capitulating the facts, which must, I think, impress 
the Senate with the policy of pas ing this bill. It 
appears’ by. tbe legislative action of North Caro- 
lina, and other equally high evidence, that all 
her claims, and the claims of her cizens 
have been satisfied by the selection of up- 
wards of four millions, three hundred thou- 
sand aeres of land of the best quality in the 
the State, and that all outstanding warrants, which 
are alone predicated. upon certificates of interfer- 
ence, now amounting to only a few thousand 
acres, are also being daily satisfied, atthe will of 
the holders, and will be allowed a further extension 
‘of twelve months by this bill within which to be lo- 
cated, from the date of the action of the Legisla- 
ture of Tennessee. To these facts you have the 
patient submission of Tennessee for more than for- 
ty years, and surely, surely it will be admitted she 
ought now to be released from a longer postpone- 
ment. We know, also, if one single amendment 
shall prevail, that it puts an end for this session to 
this bill—that it never can travel through the de- 
lays and heavy forms of the House of Reprerenta- 
tives. We know, too, that it is substantially 
the same bill which həd repeatedly passed 
this body, and now, for the first time after 
fifteen years, has passed the other House, 
In regard to the proposition to change the price 
from twelve and a half cents to one dollar 
and twenty-five cents, we havea mass of teti- 
mony that it would be utierly unjust, and would 
place the lands at a higher standard than they ate 
intrinsically worth, after having undergone the se- 
lections of more than four millions of acres, by. 
men who were the most capable and skilful judges 
of soil. 

With these brief remarks in answer to the hono- 
rable Senator from North Carolina, he would 
cheerfully submit the case to the decision of the 
Senate, perfectly confident that they would re- 
lease the State of Tenne.see from the burden un- 
der which she bad Jong labored. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, as anxious as he 
was to save the time of the Senate, he mast add 
one or two remarks to those made by the Senator 
from Tennessee [Mr. AnpErson] in reply to the 
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Gransm ] The 
first remark he had to make was, that he thought 
the question ought to be considered settled by 
the: former action of this body. He said 
bilis had been passed by the Senate at three 
several sessions of Congress—one of them 
since the commencement of the present s:ssivn— 
which were decidedly more favorable to the inte- 
rests of ‘Tennessee than the one sentus by the House, 
and now under consideration. Those bills had 
passed, too, with unu-val unanimity, bat for want 
of time, or not having been reached on the calen- 
dar of tte House, they had failed. He thought, 
under such circumstances, there ought to be no 
hesitation in the immediate passage of this bill. 

He remarked thatthe amendments wh’ch were 
proposed by the Senator from North Carolina, if de- 
sirable at all, were not of sufficient importance to 
authorize us to jeopard the bill, by sending it back 
to the House. We all know (said Mr. C.) how 
difficult itis to get a measure through that branch 
of Congress, at almost any time—but, more espe- 
cially, at this late period of the session. If it 
should be sent back, which wou'd be the necessa- 
ry consequence of any amendment, however slight, 
it would, in all probability, be referred to a 
gomiitiee; and, when reported back, it would, 
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very likely, be. committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House. If it took this course. it 
was very improbable, that it would be taken 
up, or acted on at all, during the session. Ic 
was time, he thought, that this question 
about the remnants of the public lands in Ten- 
nessee was settled. The Legislature and the 
people of that Sta’e had been appealing to Con- 
gress on the subject for a long time, to his personal 
knowledge, for the last twelve years; and we are as 
well prepared to act definitively now, as we shall 
be at any future time. 


The first of the amendments proposed by 
the Senator from North Carolina was to extend the 
lime from one to tbree years, for claimants under 
the State of North Carolina to present their c'aims. 
He begged to remind the Senate that, as the bill 
now stecd, those claimants were allowed one year 
for that purpose—not frem the passage of this act, 
but from the passage ofa law by the Legis.ature 
of Tennessee, accepting the terms proposed in the 
bill. Hence, claimants would have, in all proba- 
bility, eighteen months’ indulgence, or more—if the 
Legislature should not.meet till the ordinary time. 
But, if it osly allowed twelve months from the 
passage of this act, what more could be required on 
any principle of justice or fairness? It would be 
recollected, that it was now more than half a cen- 
tury (fifty-one years) since the territory, now 
constituting the State of Tennessee, was ceded to 
the United States by North Carolina. During all 
this time, thore claimants had the opportunity of 
presenting ther evidences of title, and obtaining 
their rights. Although offices for entry had not been 
open the whole of that period continuously, 
they had been opened from time to time—indul- 
gence has been liberally granted—and claimants 
have bad abundant opportunity to secure their 
rights by the exercise of the most ordinary dili- 
gence. There certainly could be no well founded 
complaint, then, that the further time allowed by 
the present bill was too short. 


Fa 


an 


2 


As regarded the other amendment proposed by 
the Senator from North Carolina—to allow such 
claimants as did not avail themselves of the privi- 
lege of locating their claims within the time al- 
lowed, one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, 
instead of the 124 cents fixed by the bill— 
he thought it as inexpedient as the former. 
The land remaining subject to entry was, on all 
hands, agreed to be of very little value—very 
little of it worth as much as 124 cents per acre. 
If claimants had postponed their applications, or 
neglected to establish their claims, untd those more 
_viligant and attentive to their interests had taken 
up,and preoccupied all the valuable land, it was their 
own fault—ihey had no right to compiain. If they 
were now to locate, or enter this inferior refuse 
land, they could not sell it for mere than an 
average of 124 cenis per acre — consequently 
it would be unjust to pay them $1 25, as proposed. 
The provision of the bill was jast and liberal, as it 
stood, when it gave them till twelve months after 
the passage of the act by Tennessee to make their 
entries and locations; and if they even failed to do 
that, it still gave them its estima‘ed value in money. 
He thought this ought, in all conscience, to be 
satisfactory; and he earnestly hoped the Senate 
would not agree to either of the amendments pro- 
posed, nor jeopard this bill, so important to Tennes- 
see, by sending it back to the House. 


Mı. NICHOL ON said he desired to. make a 
single remark upon the amendments, in reply to the 
Sena‘or from North Carolina, [Mr. Granam ] Af- 
ter this measure, in substantially the same shape, 
had received the sanction of the Senate on three 
different occasions, and each time by decided ma- 
jorities, he would not undertake to discuss its me- 
tits. The motion of his friend from North Carolina 
[Mr. Granam] ia reference to striking out twelve 
and a half cents and inserting $1 25 as the com- 

ensation to holders of land warrants, presented a 
question in which Tennessee had no more interest 
than any other State. The bil fixes the price of 
the land at twelve and a half cents, and provides 
that if the holders of. warrants shali decline for a 
year to take lands, they shall receive a compensa- 


tion in money of twelve and a half cents per acre, 
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‘This compensation must be paid out of the Fede- . 
ral Treasury, and now itis proposed ‚that after the 
‘lands have only. bronghtinto the Treasury twelve 
and a half cen:s per acre, the holders of warranis. 
shall receive out of it $1.95 per acre. He said it 
was for the Senators from all the States to deters... 
mine whether they could sanction sucha provisio 
It was clear, continued Mr. N. that if the-lan 
are only worth 124 cents an acre, as is abundantly. 
shown by the evidence, then the warrant holders. 
will not go. forward to take the lands, if you pros, 
vide that in lieu of the lands they may claim a com-.. 
pensation of $1 25 per acre. As to the value of 
the lands, Mr. N.: said he held in his hand the, 
evidence on which the Senate had so often fixed 
the price at 124. cents. He would. not read it to 
the Senate, but would merely remark that it was 
fuil and conclusive. ; _ ; ; 
Mr. N. said he apprehended that the Senator, 
from North Carolina was laboring under a mistake 
as to the character of the outstanding claims pro- 
vided for in the bill, He seemed to suppoce- 


| that there were Revolutionary soldiers wh), still, 


held warran's that were not satisfied, In this he, 
thought the Senator was mistaken. > His informas, 
tion was, that the State.of North Carolina, under.a, 

law of the State already referred to in the. debate, 

had taken the lists of. soldiers entitled to lands, and 

had issued warranis for all, whether living or dead, : 
whose: names were.upon the lists,and whose c'aims 

did not appear to have been previously satisfied. 

Those warrants were issued in the name of her: 

university, and every one of them had been sats~ 

fied. S> that, in fact, he did not-believe that there 

was a soldier or the descendant of a soldier whose 

claim for lands had not been satisfied. The class of. 

cases which remained unsatisfied were cer:ificaies of 

interference, and possibly certificates issued before. 

he year 1800, to persons wha paid specified amounts 

into the treasury of North Carolina, and received: 
certificates to be paid in Weatern lands. Tais bill 

gives to these claimants one year, in addition to the 

forty they have now had, to have their claims satis- 

fied out of the lands. 

As tothe merits of the bill, Mr. N. said he 
would not trouble the Senate, after they bad so re- 
peatedly determined in its favor. I: wasa measure 
in which the State of Tennessee was greatly inte- 
rested, which she had urged upon Congress year 
after year for more than fourteen years, and he 
hoped that its final passage would not now be en- 
dangered by any amendment which would make it 
necessary to send it back to the other House. 

The question was then taken où the ameadments, 
and they were disagieed to. ; 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. ANDERSON moved that it have its third 
reading now; which being acceded to, the bill was 
read a third time, and passed—ayes 29, noes 3, as 
follows: f 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benien, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Falton, Hender- 
son, Hubbard, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Nicholson, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane; 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Surgeon, Teppan, Wall, White, William», Wright, 
and Young—29. 

NAYS—Me:strs. 
ard-—3. 


Graham, Mangum, and South- 


BILLS PASSED. 


The joint resolution to authorize the Secretary of 
the Navy to make contracts and advances for Ames 
rican water-rotted homp for a limited time; 

The bill granting a pension to Pamela Allen, 
widow of the lite Samuel Allen, a-soldier of the 
Revolution; and f 

The bill to aathoriz2 the payment of eqiia'de 
commissions to the agents or attorneys of persons 
in whose favor awards have. been made under four 
several treaties between the United States and cer- 
tain foreign powers, which awards have been re- 
ed in the Treasury in payment of debts due the 


taine 
United States, were severally read a third ume, 


and passed. 
On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the Senate went 
into Executive session, : 
- And then adjourned. 


184 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weonespay, February 17, 1841. 

Mr. LANE mored that the House take up the 
bill to confirm to the State of Indiana the land sè- 
lected for that portion of ‘the Wabash and Erie 
Cana!, which lies between the mouth of the Tip- 
peeance river and Terre Flaute, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Objection being made, ` 

Mr. LANE moved a suspension of the rules; 
which was seconded. 

And on the question being taken, there appeared 
—ayes 90, noes 54—not two thirds. i 

So the rules were not suspended. 

‘DEFECTIVE LAND PATENTS. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on Pab- 
lic Lands, asked leave to introduce the following 
bill, viz: 
; A BILL to confirm land patents. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That all patents for public lands, which 
have been issued from ihe General Land Office 
since the passing of the act, entitled “An act for the 
establishment of a General Land Office in the de- 
partment of the Treasury,” passed on the 25th day 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
in the name of the President of the United Siates, 
instead of being “in the name of the United States,” 
as prescribed in the eighth section of said act; and 
all patents for public lands, which have been issued 
from the said General-Land Office since the passing 
of the act entitled ‘‘An act to reorganize the Gene- 
ral Land Office,” passed the fourth day of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and which 
have been countersigned by the Recorder of the 
Genera! Land Office, or other person acting in his 
stead, instead of being countersigned by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, as prescribed 
in the act of the tweaty-fifth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve; and ail patents 
which have been issued from said General Land Of- 
fice since the passing of the act entitled “An act pre- 
scribing the mode by which patents for public lands 
shall be signed and execu'‘ed,” passed the second day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
three,and which have been subscribed by a secretary 
duly appointed, pursuant to the provisions of said 
act, with the printed or written , name of the Presi- 


dent prefixed to the personal signature of such se- ` 


cretary, in the execution of such patents, notwith- 
standing the name of the President may not have 
been written personally by the secretary, shall be 
deemed, takea, and held, good and valid patents in 
Jaw, and shall have all the force and effect to pass 
from the United S:ates to the patentee or patentees 
named in such pa‘ents, respectively, their heirs, ex- 
ecutors, administraters, and assigns, the lands de- 
scribed therein, as though, in each and all the re- 
Spects before enumerated, the patents, in their form 
aad manner of execution, had conformed to the re- 
quirements of law. 


Src. 2. And be if further enacted, That from and 
after the passing of this act, it shall be the duty of 
the Recorder cf ihe General Land Office, in addi- 
tion to the duties now required of him by law, to coun- 
tersign all patents issued from said office, instead of 
the same bzing countersigned by the Commissioner, 
as required by the eighth section of the act entitled 
“Anact for the establishment of a General Land 
Office in the Department of the Treasury,” passed 
the twenty-fifth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve. 

Objection beizg made, 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the rales were 
suspended. 

The bill was then read a first and second time, 

And, after some remarks by Messrs. LIN- 
COLN, PETRIKIN, CRARY, CRABB and 
GRAVES, . 

The question was then stated, Shall the bill be 
read a third time? when 

Mr. CRABB moved that the bill be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary; but at the re- 
quest of 

Mr. CASEY withdrew his motion; and, by gene- 
ral consent, : 

The further consideration of the bill was post- 
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_ poned until to-morrow, and it was ordered to be | 


printed. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Bett in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the biil making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Government for the year 1841. The 
question pending was the motion of Mr. GREEN to 
strike out all the items of appropriation having re- 
ference to the Branch Mints of North Carolina, 
Georgia and New Orleans, and the expenditures 
connected therewith. 

Mr. BYNUM, being entitled to the floor, com- 
menced his remarks by saying that he had deter- 
mined to remain a silent spectator in the House for 
at least one session. His peculiar situation, and 
the recent development of events, had induced him 
to adhere to that resolution. But since he had at- 
tended to the debates in the House, such had been 
the extrasrdinay, unprovoked, unjust course pur- 
sued by certain gentlemen, thal, to remain longer 
silent, when he bad an opportunity of speaking, 
would, ia his opinion, be a. dereliction of duty—an 
act of treachery, if not treason, to the portion of 
country of which he was the representative on the 
floor of Congress. ra 

Mr. B. said the immediate proposition before 
the House was to s'rikte out a small appropriation 
for the continuation of the mints south,of the Po- 
tomac. It was not thé amouat ofmoney that 


. added consequence to the motion—tbat was insig- 


nificant within itse f. Had that been the case, ke 
would have been the last man in she House io open 
his mouth; but he thought he, perceived in this mo- 
tion of the gentleman fro Kentucky, [Mr. 
Green,] (although Mr. B. did not know it was 
even Mr. G’s intention,) an insidious design, an 
insidious atiempt, to strike down the only prospects 
which the country had for a permanent, constitu: 
tional, and stable currency fer the people of the 
country. 

Particularly and emphatically (said Mr. B.) did 
this proposition affect, most sensibly and deeply, 
the portion of the people of the country whose re- 
presentative he was. He alluded to the great grow- 
ing, agricultural, planting, and producing interests, 
which, if he had not mistaken the signs of the 
times, were now prostrated at the feet of the non- 
productive, non-laboring, non-sgriculturaljportion 
of the ccuntry. 

Mr. B. after some remarks in regard to the de- 
sign of the framers of the Constitution, said there 
was acertain fowl, which, when chased from the 
fields, set up the cry of “caw! caw !!? with as much 
meaning and regularity as the notes of Opposition 
gentlemen in their ery of profligacy! correption! 
extravagance! as applied to the present Administra- 
tion. 

Mr. B. then demonstrated the means which were 
at the disposition of these who complained so much 
of the extravagance of the Administration to 
correct the abuse, and referred to the 
political complexion of several standing commit- 
tees of the House. Upon the Committee on Ex- 
penditures in the Department of Stats, there were 
three Whigs and two Demoerats. On the Com- 
mittee on the Expenditures in the Depariment of 
the Treasury, three Whigs and two Democrats. 
Oa the Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- 
ment of War, three Whigs and two Democrats. 
On the Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- 
ment of the Navy, three Whigs and two Demo- 
crats. On the Committee en Expenditures in the 
Department of the Post Office, three Whigs 
and two Democrats. On tbe Committee on 
Expenditures on the Public Buildings, three 
Whigs and two Democrats. The chairman 
of each of the committees was a Whig; and Mr. 
B. contended that if all the charges of profligacy 
and corruption bad been true, there was every op- 
portunity for those who made them to call the com- 
mittees together, and make investigation, and es- 
tablish their position. 

Mr. B. illnstrated the dangerous tendency of a 
Bank of the United States, and showed wherein 
the operations of banking institutions generally 
acted upon the productive interests of the country, 


Te 


depressing labor and supporting the non -producers 
at the expense of the laboring portion of the 
country. 

Mr. B. in tbe course of his remarks, incidentally 
alluded to several other subjects, and proved con- 


| elusively, from the report of the Secretary of the 


Treasury, made in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, that the people had paid a tax to the 
banks, since the organization of the Government, 
sufficient to carry cn its operations, viz. 


Losses by bank failures - - $108,885,721 
Losses by suspensions of spreie pay- 

ments by banks, and consequent 

depreciation of their notes - 95,000,000 
Loss by destruction of bank notes, by 

accidents - - - 7,121,332 
Losses by counterfeit bank notes, be- 

yond losses by coin - - 4,444,444 


Losses by ñuctuations in bank ceur- 
rency affecting prices, extrava~ 
gance in living, sacrifices of pro- 
perty, and by only a part of the 
other incidents to the banking sys- 
tem, not computed above, atleast 150,000,000 


Making, in all - - $365,451 ,497 

Mr. B. replied to the remarks of several gentle- 
men who had preceded him; and coneluded by ex- 
pressing the opinion, that should the Independent 
Treasury law be repealed, (which he would consider 
tantamount to a repeal of the Constitution,) a Na- 
tional Bank would be erected upon its ruins, and 
wield us sceptre over the country, and make its 
power perpetual 

(The remarks of Mr. B. are in a course of 
preparation, and will be given hereafter.] 

Mr. TILLINGHAST advocated the amendment. 
He considered the Mint at Philadelphia sufficient 
for ail practical parposes, and that these branch 
mints, at sueh distant portions of the Republic, 
were a useless expense. 

Mr. WILLIAMS cf North Carolina opposed 
the amendment. He was in favor of giving 
the branch mints a fair trial, befcre aboli-hing 
them. 

Mr. HABERSHAM akon opposed the amend- 
ment, and replied with much force to the objections 
raised by Mr. TILLINGHAST. - ar x, 

Mr. EVERETT cbjected to the proposition to 
stike out, for so long as the law authorizing these 
mints existed, the House was bound to make the 
appropriation. If gentlemen objected to them, the 
proper course was to repeal the law, 

- Mr. COOPER of Georgia said that he would add 
a few remarks to those made by his colieague from 
Habersham county. 

I find, Mr, Chairman, (said Mr. C.) the esta- 
blishment of these branch mints to have been a 
part of your policy for several years. The motion 
to strike out involves a change. To justify this 
change, it should be shown or admitted by the friends 
of the policy, that the reasons for creating them were 
unfounded, or that those reasons have failed to 
operate. What were those reasons? The gentle- 
man from Vermont has intimated to you, ashe did 
last session, that one reason was to protect the la- 
boring classes in the gold region. This I do not 
agree to; for, with equal propriety, the same might 
be assigned as a reason for establishing the princi- 
pal Mint at Philadelphia, which was established. be- 
fore the discovery of gold in North Csrolina and 
Georgia. 

Again: foreign gold is mot taxed by this law to 
enhance the value of our gold, but competes fairly 
at the Mint with the domestic. Therefore, the idea 
of protection is misapplied here. The presumption 
is that the objects of the Jaw were to diffuse a me- 
tallic currency amongst the mass of the peop'e, and 
to give to those States which produced the gold the 
full benefits of that product, free of the taxation in- 
cident to an exportation to a foreign market. This, 
sir, is carrying out the principle: of free trade on 
terms of equality. : 

But establish your Mint exclusively at Philadel- 
phia, and what is the effec? T'he entire product of 
gold in Georgia, North. Carolina, Alabama, and 
Tennessee, will be shipped to Philadelphia, just as 
cotton, rice, or tobacco is to New York or Europ 


before it will become available as money. This 
nvolves the cost of discounts, commissions, INSU- 
rance, and freight; so that a man in Georgia, after 
possessing himself of the specifie metal, will not be 
permitted to. count it out as money, until he shall sub- 
mit to all these items of cost. This, too, will be 
by the operation of your laws. And to what end? 
Why, sir, that your Government agents at Phila- 
delphia may have the benefit cf the deposite and 
coinage óf his money—a benefit which heretofore 
has been worth to your bank agencies hundreds of 
thousands. 

The cost of a branch mint, therefore, of $6,000 
a year, is a tax for protection, (you say,) though the 
man who buys pays no more for the coin; and yet 
the tax which would be paid by the producer of the 
gold, for the benefit of your Philadelphia agencies, 
by which he receives less, is no protection to your 
great city and its United States Bank. This, sir, 
is a fair specimen of Bank logic, and is based on 
the universal assumption that whatever is given, €r 
loaned, or paid to the Bank, is rightfully bestowed. 

You will perceive, therefore, that the reference 
of this motion to a United States Bank policy, by the 
gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Bynum,] is 
exceedingly appropriate. All the active operations 
of that institution were, and will be, on Govern- 
ment funds and private deposites. Tie former are 
of specie, (Georgia and North Carolina gold, for 
instance,) or bank notes commanding specic. The 
amount involved in th? operations of the branch 
mints is worth contending for, being from half to a 
million of dollars annually in United States gold, 
besides foreign coin. This will form an important 
item in the specie exhibit of your Bank. 

Another basis of the active operations of such a 
Bank has been, and will be, cotten, rice, and to- 
bacco. By these it has controlled, and will con- 
trol, the foreign exchanges. By the gold products 
and other deposites of your Government, it will 
control your domestic exchanges, and realize 
thereon what profits it may deem prudent. 

So far, then, as profits are lo be derived from the 
natural products, whether of cotton, rice, tobacco 
or gold, as a medium of exchanges, foreign or do- 
mestic, it is, by the policy of this law, heid to be 
just and fair that those profits should fall into the 
hands of the laborers, meichanis, or monical insti- 
tations of that people whose soil and climate, work 
and labor, care and diligence, produce those com- 
modities. This is the principle of the existing law, 
and yet gentlemen say this is protection. Yes, sir, 
it is protection—protection to free trade and equal 
rights; that is all; and for that only your Govern» 
ment was formed. 

Another item of expense, sir, I would here men» 
tion, by no means the leas’, which would be visited 
on those hardy yeomanry who dig gold, if you dis- 
pense with your branch minis. It is the exchange 
of pure gold for bank bills which wear out, or burn 
up, or prove worthless by bank suspensions 
or bank breakages. A great safeguard and facility 
to the inhabitants where gold is produced, arising 
from its coinage in their vicinity, is an easy, cheap, 
and certain and safe currency for domestic use. 

And now, as the location of your coinage brings 
advantages and facilities to those amongst whom it 
takes place, in realising it in money free of cost, 
in the facilities of currency, &c. it becomes a ques- 
tion not of protection but of alternative right and 
choice, in whose favor you will decide—the people 
who dig the gold, or the bankers, brokers, and mer- 
chants of Philadelphia. By establishing your 
branch mints, you have determined, according to 
equity and justice, to distribute a portion of these 
benefits to the gold diggers; and now the proposition 
is to reassume the little you have yielded, and that 
before you have fairly tested your policy of giving 
up. And why? Itis answerd: Ist. For economy. 
2d. For reform im Executive patronage, to dimi- 
nish the chances of corruption. I, sir, am for re- 
form, whenever it can be effected. But what will 
be the nature of the reform in this case? As I have 
shown, it will be from bad to worse, both in princi- 
ple and in practice. Ia principle, because it will 
require the producer of goll, at the price of taxa- 
tion, to convert it into paper money, which will be 
Jess sound and safe because of this very act of ta- 
king his gold to deposite in a bank in Philadelphia, 
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instead of permitting it to circulate in his own 
neighborhood. 

Experience proves this, sir; for, prior to establish- 
ing your branch mints, the people in that part of 
my S'aie were confined to paper currency almost 
entirely; and, notwithstanding they daily handled 
the precions metals, they were compelled to give it 
for paper, as if paper was really the thing of value. 

Since the operation of the mint, the gold is used 
as coin, being convertible without cost. And even 
last sammer, in the midst of suspension, that part 
of Georgia was supplied with specie change. 

But this reform will be from bad to worse in 
practice, too—since, to rid yourself of these braach 
mints and their officers, all of whom you have pre- 
sumed would be corrupted, you will throw your 
funds on deposite in some vasi reservoir—a bank 
vault, for instance, (I believe the mover of this is 
for repealing the Sub-Treasury, for creating a 
United States Bank, and for restoring the deposites,) 
where, by the facility of expansions, one million 
may become three, for the benefit of your great 
city and its favorite bank—which, with ils officers 
and dependants, you never suspect of of corruption. 

This, sic, will be the practical reformation. É 
would have Georgians and Georgia Representa- 
tives to look toit. This product of Georgia will 
be one item in the basis cf issne, and the cotton, 
rice, and tobacco, another. In deficiency of these, 
the State stocks wiil be invoked to aid them 

If, sir, this argument of “economy” is to prevail, 
let it be examined, and it proves too much or too 
little. Jt proves too much, because you can coin 
all your gold and silver cheaper far at Charlote 
and Dahlonega, or either, than at Philadelphia. 
Therefore, the principal Mint shou'd be abolished. 
Sell your property at Philadelphia, give us the use 
of the proceeds, and we will do all your coinage 
free of expense. 

Again: Coinage is a dead expense any way 
you may manage, and dces not pay for itself. By 
the same argument, you would coin nowhere; since, 
on a score of dollars and cents, you wouid find it 
cheaper t» let other nations or individuals coin. 

Again: Ii you abolish these offices because they 
are an expense, what will become of the thousand 
and one offices, judicial, civil, financial, and milita- 
ry, whish bring you in no money annually? 

Sir, this argament will not do. I now preeeed 


to show that, so far as the policy you set ont with 


is just and true, instead of being disappointed, you 
may expect all your reasonable hopes to bere- 
alized. 

First, then, my colleague who sits on my right 
{Mr. Hort] now suggests to me that, by intelli- 
gence received last night, it appears ‘that by very 
receat discoveries there are developments making 
in the gold region of Georgia never before antici- 
pated.” This, in part, I witnessrd last summer, 
And here I read from the document of the House, 
giving a report of the operations of the miat, to 
show this committee what it seems unapprized of, 
to wit: For the three years during which the branch 
mints have been operating, the two at Dahlonega 
and Charlstte bave coined nearly two-thirds of all 
the United States gold coined in the Union during 
that time—the entire amount of Ametican gold 
coined being from $420,000 to $459,000, of which 
those two branches have coined about $230,000. 
And of the $170,000 American gold coined at Phi- 
ladelphia last year, ninety odd thousand was the 
product of Georgia. 

Now, sir, but for the high exchanges produced 
by bank suspensions, and the operation of an order 
at the Mint forbidding less sums than $100 to be 
coined at the brauches, $80,000 of that $90,000 
would have been coined at Dahlonega. Add this 
to what it did coin, say $126,000, and you would 
have had over $200,000 coined at that branch. 

As to the product of gold and its prospects. Ta 
1837, the year before these branches were in ope- 
ration, the tetal of United States gold was 


been near half a million. And at Dahlonega in 
particular, it is decidedly incressing. 

Now, sir, I beg to estimate an increase for the 
next year, founded on the presumption that the 
banks will not again suspend, for if they do, bul- 
lion will be shipped as exchanges tise,instead of be- 
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$282,000. Since thattime the annual average has | 


—————— 
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ing coined at home. Here is the estimate: $125,000 
present product. This wall be increased 25 per 
cent by increase of labor, new developments, and 
increased facilities. In round sum, $31,000. . One 
half of what went to Pailadelphia to be. coined 
will be coined at home, say $45,000, making the 
total coinage at Dahlonega $201,000 in the year 
next ensuing. ; 

This is liable to be diminished by the general or- 
der from the principal Mint, and the limitation. of 
the current deposite at Dahlonega to be used to 
forward the operations (here. % 

Now, sir, in the failure of any of reasons of your 
policy, or with no disappointed hopes, it remains to 
see who wili abrogate the measure. Tne party 
which adopted it cannot; and those who have 
dcelined to support it heretofore, I presume, will not 
now do it. ; 

If it should be done, I for one will look’ after the 
gold produced in Georgia, till it finds its stop- 
ping place in the vaults of a United States 
Bank; and I will then reckon up the cost of putting 
and keeping it thsre, and call on someone l0.. 
tell me who pays the cost and who divides the profits. 

About the same time too, if in life, E will watch 
the course cur cotton will take, and inquire into 
the results which thereby will fall on the planters 
as well as the reasons that will have goveroed its 
course in irade. f 

After some explanations from Mr. TILLING- 
HAST, 

Mr. STA@LY made some brief remarks, and 
e-ncluded by sending an amendment to. the desk,” 
which amendment the Carr decided war not in 
order. 

Mr. GRAVES followed, and also made some 
brief remarks. 

Mr. DAWSON, after some observations in rela- 
tion to the wide latitude the debate had taken, op- 
posed the proposition to strike out the appropriation 
for branch mints, and exposed the fallacy of the ar- 
guments wged in favor of it. It had been said 
that these branch mints did not pay their expenses; 
but would gentlemen of the North say that their 
nui-erous custom houses and ports of entry paid 
their expenses? No, they could not. But the cus- 
tom houses, like the branch mints, were erected for 
the convenience of the country, and noi solely in 
consideratio y of deliars and cents. Mr. D. went . 
on to show that the same argument would apply to 
post offices and other institutions, established, not 
for profit, but for the convenience of the people. 
Ta conclusion be submitted to his friends all round 
whether they thought steam enough had not been 
let off, and whether they had not better take the 
question at once. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON made an explanation as 
to the vote he should give. He considered that 
Corgress onght not to scatter the institutions for 
coining money all over the Union, merely because 
it had the power to do it, He was in favor of 
having but one mint for coining the gold of the 
country, unless that gold should be found in‘greater 
quantity. 


After some temarks from Mr, GRAHAM, the 


‘question on striking out the clause in question was 


taken by tellers, and decided in the negative-—Ayes 
53, noes 73. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, the committee. 
then rose and reported progress. 

Tne House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuoraspay, February 18, 1841. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the following resc» 
lutions, passed by the Legislature of the State of 
Maine; which were read: 

RESOLVES IN RELATION TO THE CURRENCY. 

1. Resolved, That the policy of this country, in 
pubiic and private financial matters, has always 
been to mainiain a mixed money of paper and 
metals, the latter. forming the basis of the former; 
thai bank paper, convertible into specie at the plea- 
sure of the holder, is a safe and convenient cur- 
rency; and any change of policy tending to substi- 
tute an entire metallic currency, would be injurious 
in its effects, and impracticable in its execution. 

2, Resolved, That for theinterest of the whole com- 
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munity; as-well'as for the- pårposes of -the."Trea=-{ 


suty} itis essential that the nation should possess a 
currency of“ uniform value, credit and use, 
wherever it may circulate; that the Constitution has 
entrusted Congress exclusively with the power of 
creating and regulating a currency of this descrip- 
tion; and that measures should be. taken by Con- 
gress in execution ofthis: power, to retieve the 
country from the evils and ernbarrassments of the 
present ¢eranged.condition of the currency, by es- 
tablishing one equally. useful to the people and to 
the Government, and of uniform value and credit 
in every State in the Unisn. z 

3. Resolved; That the act of Congressin relation 
to the collection, keeping, and disbursement of the 
public money, approved on the fourth day of July 
last, commonly denominated the Independent or 
Sub-Treasury act, was uncalled for by the people, 
and is against the genius of our free institutions, 
tending to substituie a metallic for our present mixed 
currency, and ought forthwith to be repealed. 

4. Resolved, That if the alternative is necessarily 
presented of à National Bank, with all the restric- 
tions that a people jealous of their liberties would 
requite in such an institution, and the existing 
Sub-Treasury ‘system, we are in favor of the for- 
mer, and opposed to the latter. 

5. Resélved, That we deprecate a national debt, 
and direct taxation in time of peace, to provide 
means to defray the ordinary expenditures of the 
General Government; that there should be a revi- 
sion and adjustment of the tariff, so as gt once to 
furnish a revenue equal to the necs expendi- 
tures, and to encourage and protect American in- 
dustry. 

6. Resolved, That a bill providing for a just and 
equal distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands among the several States, commends itself to 
our consideration as an act of justice dae alike to 
all, and ought to. pass into a law. 

T. Resolved, That the Hov. Reve WiLuuams, 
previous to his election to the Senate of the United 
States, having declared and published that it is the 
duty of the elected to carry into effect the. will of 
his constituents, if he is instructed what that will 
is, or resign bis trust, we, tt erefore, hereby instruct 
him that the foregoing resolutions express the will 
of his constituents. 


8. Resolved, That our Senators and Representa- 
tives in Congress be requested to vote for any bill 
or proposition now before Congress calculated to 
carry into effect the principles contained in the 
foregoins resolutions, and to introduce and support 
such measures as sha'l accomplish the same object, 
if not now bere Congress. 

9. Resolved, That the Governor be requested to 
transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to each 
of our Senators and Repiesentatives in Congress 
from this State. 

The resolut ons were then, on motion by Mr. 
WILLIAMS, laid on the tab'e and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. MOUTON presented a memorial of Kohn, 
Daron and Ccmpany, praying that the duty on 
certain silks may be refunded; which'was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BENTON presented, at the request of the 
Delegate from lowa, a preamb'e and resolutions 
unanimously adopted by citizens of the county of 
Dubuque, claiming a right of pre-emption denied 
them by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office; which was referred to the Committce on the 
Putlic Lancs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. al:o presented a memorial from Gen. T. 
S. Jesup, stating that, by an error in the printing 
of a certain document, much injury had been done 
him, and praying such redress as Congress, in its 
wisdom, may think proper to aecord; which was 
referred to the Commitice on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee. en Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of E 
Gonon, submitted a report accompanied by a bill 
to authorize the Secretary of War to cause. experi- 
ments to be made in a system sf telegraphs; which 
was read and ordered. to a second reading, and the 
report ordered to be printed. ` 

The resolution submitted on Tuesday by Mr. 


Norveut to admit ladies to the privileged sca’s on 
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the floor of the Senate, was laid on the table—Ayes 
Q1, noes 29. ; 

The resolution. submitted on Tuesday by Mr. 
HUBBARD, relative to the- eleetian of Printer, was 
taken up, and Mr. HUBBARD briefiy gave the 
reasons for its adoption. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought the Congress to 
come into existence afier the 4th of March next, 
would be as competent to elect a printer for itseif 
as the present body was to electa printer forit. But 
as the ostensible object was to carry out what was 


supposed to be a compulsory and obligatory act of - 


Congress, he thought it became necessary to con- 
sider what that act was, and the practice of this 
and the other branch of Congress under it. The 
act was in the form of a joint resolution of the 
two Houses, which, sanctioned by the President, 
had the force of law. He then quoted the origi- 
nal resolution of 1819, and traced the action of 
Congress under it to the present time, and showed 
that in the Senate, in every instance, the printer 
had been elected at the close of the preceding ses- 


followed until 1833, when a motion was made in the 
House of Representatives to Jay it on the table, and 
next to postpone it; and subscquentiy it was treated 
as.a dead Jetter, by the House, for it refused to be go- 
verned by it. And now ther? were three things that 
were worthy of consideration: First, was the resolu- 
tion compulsory? If that question were answered in 
the nagative, the next question was, was it necessary 
now to appoint a printer; and if not, was it expe- 
dient to doso? The resolution was originally in- 
tended to have the force of law, and it was intended 


it should have ihe means of causing its work to be 
done, and that the printer shou'd have authority 
for doing it. The Jaw then was intended to be ob- 
ligatory; but one branch of Congress had violated 
it, and now they were not bound to act under it; in 
his judgment there was nothing compulsory in that 
law as it stood, with the praclice of the House of 
Representatives under it. And if not compulsory, 
was there any necessity to act under it? Tiere 


for the period intervening between this day and the 
4h of March; and it was known that the Senate 
would meet on that day, when such provision could 
be made as the Senate might deem requisite. Was 
it then expedien'? On the 4th of March the politi- 


and if the Senate, in a fortnight from this date, 
should reverse the act of the present Senate, if this 
resolution should be acted upon, by the exercise of 


printer for itself, there would be raised a ery of 
proscription, and a demand would be made for 
compensation for the loss of the appointment. 
Now, ke, for one, and he spoke only for one, 
ssould not, at any future period, consider this 
election (if an election should take place,) 
as inter’ering with the appointmect of one 
by the next Senate, and he hoped one of the first 
acts of that body would be to reinstate itsel€ in its 
constitutional rights, and appoint a printer for 
itself. He should, therefore, move that the consi- 
deration of this resolution be postponed until the 
4th of March next. 

Mr. HUBBARD desire 1 to answer the objections 
of the Senator from Connecticut, who had cecupied 
the principal part of the morning hour in mak- 
ing his objections known, but, in justice to the Se- 
nator from Missouri (Mr. Benton} who intended 
to address the Senate on the Bankrupt bill, he 
conld not now have the opportunity to doso. It 
was, however, his intention to take an early oppor- 
tanity to answer the honorable Senator fully, and, 
therefore, he should now ask the Senate to stnke 
out the word “Thursday,” the day on which he 
‘had proposed that the election should take place, 
leaving the biank to be fillei up herea‘ter, for he 
apprehended they were to have a long debate npon 
the resolution, and next to lay the reso'ution on the 
table, which he promised he would call upon again 
to-morrow. 

The Senate concurred, and then proceeded wiih 
the debate on 

THE BANKRUPT BILL. 
Mr. BENTON being intitled to the floor, ad- 


sion; and in the House thr same course had been’ 


with this object, that when Congress got tegether | 


was no necessity, for they had a printer appointed __ 


cal complexion of that body would be changed, | 


its constitutional rizht ia the appointment of a | 


| 


nantes 
dressed the Senate for two hours. in favor. of the- 
proposition to include banking institutions within 
the operation of a bankrupt law. 

Mr. -CLAY of Alabama. next rose, and taid he 
proposed to makea few remarks, but, at the ree 
guest of Mr. MANGUM, gave way to a preposi- 
tion for an adjournment, 

And the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 18, 1841. 
On motion of Mr. DAVIES, of Pennsylvania, it 
was ordered that henceforth the House will toke. 
a daily recess from half-past two to four o'clock, 


p m. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved to suspend the 
rules, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, with 


| a view to proceed with the consideration of the bill 


making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government for the year 
1841. a 

Mr. STANLY requested Mr. Jonzs to give way, 
to enable him to offer the following amendment, 
moved by him on yesterday: 

“And be it further enacted, That the Seeretary of 


; the Treasury be directed to ins'itute an inquiry into 


the operations of the. branch mints at Charlotte, 
Dahlonega, and New Orleans, and to inform the 
House of Representatives, early in the month of 
December next, whether these mints have answered 
the purpose of their creation; what amount of gold 
and silver has been coined at each of these branches. 
And the said Secretary is further directed to inform 
this House whether the Mint at Philadelphia is not 
competent to do all the coinage. necessary for the 
purposes of the country; and whether future opera- 
tions at the branch mints may not be dispensed 
wiih, without injury to the public service. And 
also, whether it be not practicable to dispose of the 
present costly buildings ard machinery, without 
any considerable loss to the Government. And it 
shall also be the duty of the S-cretary to communi- 


' cate such other and further information in relation 


to the branch mints as may, in his opinion, tend to 


| enlighten Ccngress in deciding the question of their 
; Continuance or discontinuance,” 


Mr. JONES said the proposition of the honora- 
ble member had been decided by the Chair to be 
out of order, when offered by him as an amend- 
ment to the bill, and that it must have been obvious 
at the time, that in addition to the fact that it was 
out of order, gentlemen were preparing to dehate it; 
and that at this late peri d of the session, with most 
of the appropria‘ion bil’s to act on, he could not 
consent that any business should take precedence of 
those bills. 

The House then resolved itsself into a Commit- 
tee of the Who'e on the state of Union, (Mr. BELL 
in the chair,) and resumed tre consideration of the 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. GREEN, after some remarks, moved to 
strike cut the following item: 

“For compensatirn to the officers and clerk of 
the branch mint at Dahlonega, Georgia, six thou- 
sand dollars.” 

Mr. ALFORD oppored the motion. It seemed 
tohim suicidal. He honed gentlemen would not 
urge their persecuting measures; for, if the mint 
should be continued, ın place of British gold, we 
should have American gold. The internal re- 
sources of Georgia had begun to be developed by 
the operation of the Government; and he hoped 
they would not be nipped in the bud. He there- 
fore trusted that the gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Green] would withdraw his motion. 


After some explanations by Messrs. NESBIT, 


ALFORD, and COOPER, 
Mr. BLACK having been detained from his seat 


by indisposition at the time Mr. Neser said his 


Speech, aked leave now to propound a question 
to his honorable colleague, Has he said, (remarked 
Br. B ) directly or indireetly, that I have m:srepre= 
sented him in factor in substance, in my printed 
speech, published in the Globe in reply to the speech 
he had delivered ou the Treasury note bill? 

Mr, NESBIT replied, that if his. colleague had 
been in h's seat, where he ought to have been, he 
wouly hsve heard what he did say. He had said 


ees 


. league did not comport with his professions. 


© thatthe gentleman’ speech: was calculated to mis- 
lead public. opinion: asto what he (Mr. N.) had : 


said, and as. to his position on the tariff question. 
Mr. BLACK denied that he had done his col- 


| league any injustice. He had inserted in his speech 
a written explanation handed him by that gentle- 


man as'to-his course, and then had shown that, in 
his opinion, the measures advoca‘ed by his col: 
@- 
sidés, Mr. Nessir’s speechis not printed as it was 
delivered. Hehad omitted to print many material 
things that he ut'tered on the floor, and one of the 
most materiai of them was, that there was a change 
of opinion in the State of Georgia relative to the 
tariff, which he attribu‘ed to “ihe events of the last 
summer.” I assert that he did utter these identical 
words; and I now ask him, distinctly, whether he 
does or does not deny that he used these words? 

Mr. NESBIT said, he would not submit to any 
farther catechism. 

Mr, BLACK. So far from misrepresenting him, 
I have traly stated him in all essential particulars; 
and no man can say that the printed speech, bad 
as it is, is the speech which was delivered. here. 
To the spoken. speech I replied, and I deny that I 
have done bim any injustice. 

Mi: STEENROD then addressed the committee. 
He alluded to the fairness and liberality of the 
Chair in conducting the deba‘e; and also to the 
patty excitement which existed during the late 
Presidential canvass.. He had hoped, now that the 
election was over, and the excitement had.subsided, 
that certain gentlemen weuld have come to Con- 
gress to carry out the principles of economy and 


reform.to which they had professed such ardent. 


attachment. before the people; but ke doubted 
whether these professions of economy and reform 
corresponded with the principles which the same 
gentleman here sustained. 

Mr. S. then adveried to the several propositions, 
1. For an extra session of Congress; 2. The dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
landsamong the States; and 3. An increase of the 
expenditures for the public service: and said be 
deemed these proposilions as questionable eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. S. then stated the policy of the Gov-rnment 
to be a reduced revenue anda limited expendi- 
ture, and demonstrated that this was the policy 
established under the preceding and present Admi- 
nistrations, and. referred to the compromise act of 
1833, and-the distribution act of 1836, as establish- 
ing this policy. He also referred to the high con- 
sideration given to. those acts by the country, as 
well as-by the representatives of the people. Al- 
though gentlemen had avowed their disposition to 
adhere to this policy, (sail Mr. S.) still the princi- 
ples they contend for are ealculated to undermine it. 

Mr. S. then adverted to the oft repeated charges 
against the past and present Administrations, of 
neglecting the public service—the army, the navy, 
fortifications, &c.—and showed, by a reference to 
documents, that a liberal policy had been pursued 
towards those interests; that the vessels of the navy 
and the naval force had been nearly doubled, the 
naval stores increased, the apprentice system adopt- 
ed in the navy, and the navy yards considerably 
improved. Under the acts of 1832, 1836, and 
1838, large appropriations had been made for forti- 
fications, and for erecting new furts and repairing 
old ones. 

Mr. S. then replied te the remarks of Mr. 
Graves in relation to the increase of the number of 
officers of the Government, and animadverted in 
detail upon the subject, showing that such measure 
had been rendered necessary by the growing neces- 
sities of our extended country. 

Mr. S. feared, from what he had recently wit- 
nessed in the House, that the. past policy was to be 


abandoned, and that the powers of the Government | 


were to be increased beyond what was warranted 
by the Constitution; and, in connection with this 
subject, referred to the disposition here manifested 
to seize on the money power, the taxing power, 
anii the appointing power of the Executive, to in- 
crease the strength of the Government beyond what 
was warranted by the Constitution, 

Mr. S. concluded his remarks by referring to his 
past opposition to the incoming President, and his 
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reasons for it; and expressed-the fervent hope that 
General Harrison would administer the Govern- 
ment in accordance with its past policy. 

After some fur-ber remarks by Messrs. GRA VES, 
WARREN, and COOPER of Georgia, 


- And it now being half past two o’clock, 


The House, in pursuance of the order of toś 
day, took a recess until four o’clock. 


[EVENING Sxssion.] 

After the recess, . 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON beirg entitled to 
the ficor, but declining to speak, l 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
GREEN to strike out the appropriation for the 
branch mint in Georgia, and it was decided-in the 
negative. 

On motion of Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, the bill 
was amended, by the insertion of an item appro- 
priating $3,000- for carrying into effect the act 
passed on the 8ih instant, making temporary pro- 
visions for lunatics in the District of Colamb‘a. 
Mr. J. explained that the above. amendment was 
necessary, owing tothe bill in question being so 
vaguely worded, that it could not. be carried into 
effect, 

Mr. HUNT moved to strike out the following 
proviso: 

Provided, however, That the distriet attorneys of 
the United States, in and for the s-veral districts, 
the clerks and marshals respectively of the same, 
shall render an account quarter yearly, each and 
every year hereafter, to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, of all fees, emoluments, and receipts, of 
every nameand nature whatever by: them respec- 
tively received, by virtué of their said offices; which 
account shall be rendered upon cath or affirmation, 
and shall be in such form, and supported by such 
preofs as the Secretary of the Treasury, in his 


judgment, may prescribe for the purpose of en- 


foreing the previsoes hereinafter named, that is 10 
lay: Ifit shall appear ihat the salaries, fees, emo- 
suments, receipts, and earnings, of any of the said 
attcrneys, shall exceed the sum of dollars, 
then such attorneys shail pay such excess itto the 
Treasury of the United States for general purposes 


‘of the Government; and if the salaries, fees, emc- 


Inments, or earnings, of any of said clerks, shall 
exceed doliars, then the excess shall, in 
like manuer, be paid mto the Treasury for the 
purposes afcreeaid; and if the salaries, earnings, 
fees, and emoluments, of any of the said marshals, 
shall exceed the sum of dollars, then such 
excess shall also be paid into the Treasury for pur- 
poses aforesaid. 

Mr. HUNT said be intendednta gocd faith, 
to cary out a system of retrenchneh aad reform, 
but it would be a system to benefit te people snd 
lighten their burdens. This proviso proposed no 
such relief, but to Jeave the fees as high and oner- 
cus as ever, taking to the Government the larger 
portion of them to replenish its bankrupt and ex- 
hausted Treasury. It proposed taxing the poor 
and unfortunate, these least able to bear burdens 
for itsown support. The true remedy was a fee 
bill properly framed, and if no one else would 
bring forward such a bill, he would himself move 
in the subject at the earliest opportusity which pro- 
mised any action. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said, he had no desire 
to resort to any measure by which the officers of 
Government should not receive a full equivalent 
for services performed. But he was. not aware, 
until an advanced period of the last session, that 
the emoluments of these officers were a tenth part 
of what they really were. It was not the intention 
of the committee to in:erfere with the regular sala- 
ties awarded to these cfficers by Jaw, but merely to 
limit the amount received in the shape of perqui- 
sites. i ` 

Mr. J. proceeded to say that, from a statement of 
facts presented in relation to the fees of thore ffi- 
cers, it would sppear that the amount received by 
them for personal services, was enormous. What 
would the gentleman think of a single clerk, in the 
Southern District of New York, receiving fees, in 
the course of one year, to the amount of above 
nineteen thousand dollars? What wocld he think of 
a District Attorney, in the State of New York, re- 


ceiving above twenty eight theusand: dolla 
num in the shape of fees? Also, ofa céertaim:mar- 
shal of a District in Mississippi, reesiving tgh 
seven thousand dollars pet annum ‘and vpwards? =! è 

Shall I be told by the gentlemen from’ New York, 
said Mr. J. that he is anxious for retrenchment and 
reform, and yet be told that this system does not-re= + 
quire the pruniog knife? 3 “Pp EA 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi objected to-his coms: - 
stituents being relieved from the extortionate fees 
ofthe marshal in any such way as that ‘proposed 
in the bill, For instead. of-relieving the. unforiu- 
nate debtors, it would be merely placing the fees: 
in the public Treasury, instead-of leaving them in ` 
the hands of the marshal, He wished the fees res.. 
duced so that the poor debiors, and not the Govern: 
ment, shou'd have the benefit of the reduction. 

Mr. EVANS contended that the proviso. could... 
not be properly admitted into the bill before the 
committee, and when a proposition should be made © 
for filling up the blanks, he would make that as a 
point of order. He then endeavored to show: that 
the fees did not amount toso much as was sup- 
posed, there being many déductions, etc. 5 

Afier some remarks from Mr. BRIGGS, in: 
which he urged the impropriety of attempting to: 
act on so intricate a subject at this late period `of 
the session, eTA 

Mr. STANLY took the floor, and moved to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bil; which... 
motion took precedence of the motion” previously 
pending. fe at aa ee 

Mr. S. after advocating at some length the ‘ne: 
cessity for a National Bank, a duty. on wines and). 
silks, distribution of the proceeds of the public. 
lands, &c: spoke in re‘ation to the fourth instal- 
ment, and said that it ought to be pa‘d to the States, 
for they were undoubtedly entitled to it. i 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON considered himself . 
under no obligation to vote to pay the fourth ins 
stalment. He had voted for the law alluded.to, ag 
a depo.ie act only, f 
Mr. PICKENS said it was a deposite act on its 
face. 7 . 

Mr. STANLY replied that it was a distribution: 
bill, notwithstanding it was entitled “An act tọ res 
gulate the public deposites;” and it was so called to 
avoid O!d Hickory’s veto upon it. ` fy i 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that, according to his; 
recollection—fur he was in Congress when the act. 
was passed—it was modified expressly to meet the’ 
views of General Jackson. Its character was a 
distribution bill, but the bill underwent a modif’ a- 
tion so as toaveid the President’s veto. Mr. U.’ 
remarked that he had voted for itasa distribution 
bill. 

Mr. PICKENS said the gea'leman was mistaken, — 
The bill was on'y so modifizd as to give the Secre: 
tary of the Treasury ihe power to recall from the 
States such rateable proportions of the ceposites as 
might be required Dy the necessities of the Trea- 


sury. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON then alluded to the origin 
of the bill; and said that it was discussed in the mess. 
to which he at that time belonged, and every mem- 
ber of it was of the opinion that it was, bona fide, a 
deposite bill. Such was the intention of the author 
of the measure; and Mr. T. could not have voted 
for it under any other circumstances. 

Mr. STANLY having concluded his remarks, 

Tae committee rose, reported progress, and asked 
leave tosivagain. | 

Mr. EASTMAN thea moved that the House’ 
again resolve itself into a commiture of the Whole 
on the state of ihe Union, on the “bill to extend for ` 
five years the act, approved July 7, 1838, granting 
half pay and pensions to widew..” © : 

And pending the métion, : 

On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, at 9 o'clock, 


‘m. . 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, - 
Fripay, February 19, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted to the Ses 
nate a letter from the honorable John Tyler, Vice- 
President of the United States elect, noufying his- 
receipt, by special messenger, of. the official notifi-. - 


| cation of his election; which was read, — : 


igs 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented two memorials of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying the imposition of 
a duty on foreign silks; which. were laid on the 
table. ` 

Mr. CLAYTON presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Delaware in favor of an alteration 
of the Constitution, so as to make the President in- 
eligible for a second term; which were read, and 
ordered to. be printed. f 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the House bill making fur- 
ther appropriation for the payment of horses lost in 
the military service of the United States, reported 
the same without amendment. 


Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
James McCrory; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. s 

The bill for the relief Samuel R. Slaymaker was 
read a third time and passed. ; 

ELECTION OF PRINTER. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution to elect a Pxiblic Printer for the 
27th Congress, fhe motion pending being that made 
by Mr. Hunviner.n to postpone its further consi- 
deration until the 4th of March next; when 

Mr. HUBBARD, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate ds follows: 


Mr. Presipgnt: When I presented the resolu- 
tien, (now before“the Senate,) merely designating 
the time for proceeding to the election of a Public 
Printer, little indeed did I suppose that it would 
meet with any opposition. I knew well the exist- 
ing statatory provision upon the subject. {knew 
well what had been the uniform, the invariable, 

. practice of this body with reference to this matter. 
I knew well the history connected with the intro- 
duction and. the passage. of the resolution of 
March 1819; and, with a knowledge of these 
facts, I could not have anticipated the slightest ob- 
jection to the adoption of the resolution now before 
us: but so itis. The Senator from Conneciicut, 
at this late day, interposes his, objections to the 
Senate proceeding to the election. He denies that 
the joint resolutions of 1819 and of 1829 were obli- 
gatory in their character, or were in accordance wit 
the provision of the Constitution which secures to 
this and to the other House the right to choose 
their own officers. He denies that there is any 
necessity, or that there would be any expediency, 
in proceeding to the election. at this time. I pur- 
pose to notice these objections. The Senator, in 
the course of- his remarks, observed that the Senate 
which would assemble here on the fourth of March 
would be competent to elect their own printer, 
And has that fact any thing to do with the ques- 
tion? Have I denied the competency or the abili- 
ty of that Senate? Have I wtered one word 
in disparagement of that body? No, sir. And 
why the Senator has alluded to that matter 
Tam unable to comprehend. If the obligation 
rests upon this Senate, under the resolutions of 
1819 and 1829, to elect a Printer to execute the 
public printing for the next Congress, we shoul 
not hesitate to meet and to perform the obligation 
—if no such obligation is imposed upon ue, the next 
Senate will have to perform that duty. The Sena- 
tor remarked that ihe mover (alluding ie myself) of 
the resolution would not be a member of the next 
Senate, and that he could have no particular inte- 
est in the question: whether an election of Printer 
were to take place now or then must be matter of 
no moment to him. Sir, it is true that I shall not be 
a member of the next Senate; end why the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut has taken occasion to allude 
to the fact, I cannot well understand. What 
earthly connectfon has it with the question pending 
before the Senate? If the Senator supposes that I 
have brought furward this resolution for the pur- 
pore of enabling me to gratify any feeling of re- 
sentment, he ig utterly mistaken. Heis litle ac- 
quainted with me if he thinks thus. I could not 
be controlled by any considerations of that sort. 
No, sir.. I have. brought forward the resolution 
because I regarded it as the imperative cuty of the 
Senate under the laws of Congress now to act upon 
the subject—to elect a Printer before the close of the 


session to execute the public printing for the next 
Congress. 

This, and this alone, has. induced me to offer the 
resolution before us. Those charged. with the 
execution of the public printing at this time and 
their predecessors have alike, since I have been in 
Congress, treated me with civility. I bear towards 
none ot them any ill will whatever. The Senator 
has alluded to the present state of popular senti- 
ment, and said that it would be an outrage upon that 
feeling to have a Printer for the Senate whose po- 
litical principles were not in accordance with those 
of the majority of the body. And hence he infers 
that no election should be made watil the organiza- 
tion of the new Senate. My answer to this is, that 
we are bound to execute the law, and that neither 
‘the Senator nor myself have at any time witnessed 
such an indication of popujar sentiment as would 
go to nullify the provisions cf existing statutes. 
True, the political character of this body willina 


short time be changed, and those now in the mino- 


rity will become the majority of the body, True 
itis that the recent election of the country has put 
out this, and will put in another Administration. 
But does it follow necessarily that hereafter the 
law is to be abrogated? Is that to bethe policy of 
the coming-in Administration? Are the clear and 
positive enactments of Congress to be put at defi- 
ance? Is there hereafter to be a practical dis- 
regard of the injunctions of statutory law? The 
Senator is doing great injustice to the virtue 
and intelligence of the country to infer from the 
result of recent elections that any such feeling or 
sentiment has been made manifest. Far otherwise the 
people know the acts and enactments of thee pub- 
lic servants. They know their tenor, their force. 
They acknowledge their obligation, and submit to 
their direction. They would not, if they could, 
make the slightest movement to set at nought 
the authority of Congress. No, sit, there has 
been no such indication of publice seatiment; 
so far from it, the predominant feeling ren- 
ning through this country is respect for, and 
submission to, public law and to public autho- 
rity. The Senator bas said that he did not regard 
the resolutions of 1819 and of 1829 as obligatory 
upon him; and he gave notice that he would him- 
self, should the Senate now proceed to an elec- 
tion of printer under those resoluti. ns, on the orga- 
nization of the new Senate, move t proceed to an 
election in total dissegard of the present proceed- 
ings. Sir, let it be done; and if done it will be 
done upon the responsibility of the Senator and 
his friends. Let it be done, and let the country 
know why and wherefore it was done. And, sir, 
I greatly misjudge if the Senator would not find an 
indication of popalar feeling, as the effec! of such 
a proceeding, entirely different from what ke anti- 
cipates. No, sir, the Senator will not aid in that 
act, which, if done, cannot fail to call down upon 
its authors popular indignation. TI think the Sena- 
tor will take no part in any such preceeding. 

Mr. President: It may be well for us to look into 
the history of the legislation of Congress in relation 
tothis matter. We cannot fail to receive much 
valuable information from such a retrospect. An- 
terior to 1819 there was no Public Printer elected 
by the two Houses of Congress. The printing was 
done by contrasts, under the supervision of the Se- 
eretary of the Senate and of the Clerk of the House. 
These contracts were almost universally, from the 
commencement of the Government to 1819, exe- 
cuted by persons who were the lowest bidders for 
the work. The persons employed were the mere 
agents of the Houses to execute the printing for 
Congress in aceordasce with their bids, and under 
the supervision of known officers of Congress. 
It may be said, with truth, that anterior to 1819, 
the public printing was-all matter of contract. 
There were, then, f-r the first thirty years of our 
existence under our Constitution, no such officers 
known to the Government as Publie Printers. 
During that time the Senate had its Secretary, 
its Sergeant-at-Arms, its Doorkeeper; and the 
House had its Speaker, its Sergeant-at-Arms, and 
its Doorkeeper—officers known and acknowledged: 
but the idea of a Printer to execute. the printing of 
Congress being an officer of Congress, was never en- 


tertained by any one previous to 1819, nor subse- 
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been able to` ascertain from our legislative history.. 
No, sir—before 1819 they were, and subsequent to 
1819 they should be, regarded only as the agents of 
Congress, to execute, agreeably to the provisions of 
existing law, the public printing. It may be just as 
well said, that the printer employed to do the work 
for any branch of the Executive Department of 
our Government is thereby attached to and made 
an afficer of that branch, as to say that the person 
emp!cyed to execute the printing of the legislative 
branch of the Goverament is an officer of that 
branch. 

But, sir, what was the necessity for the joint reso- 
lution of 1819-—-and whence did it originate? On the 
fourth of December, 1818, Mr. Wilson, then a 
member of the Senate from the State of New Jer- 
sey, introduced into the Senate the following reso- 
lution: 

“Resolved, That a joint committee of the two Houses of 
Congress be appointed to consider and report whether any, 
and if any, what further provisions by law are necessary to 
insure despatch, ‘accuracy, and neainess in the printing done 
by order of the two Houses respectively; and they have leave 
to report by bill.” 

This resolution passed the Senate, and was, on 
the 8th of the same month, agreed to on the part of 
the House with an amendment. Previously Con- 
gress had experienced much embarrassment in 
procuring the printing to be executed. It was 
neither done with despatch, with neatness,nor with 
accuracy; and the history of the times shows that 
there was great complaint; and the action of the 
two Houses in 1819, upon the resolution, shows 
that they considered it necessary and_ proper to 
make a change in the mode thenin existence for 
procuring the public printing to be done. There 
was then no doubt expressed as to the power of 
Congress to regulate this whole matter. There was 
then no intimation that, by the adoption of some 
generalregulation touching this subject, Congress 
would be encroaching upon the rights of others. 
There was then no opinion avowed that one Con- 
gress could not prescribe the mode and manner of 
executing the public printing, which might be re- 
quired by future Congresses; that one Congress 
could not designate and appoint a printer to exe» 
cute the public. printing, agreeably to ihe provisions 
of existing law, for the next succeeding Congress. 
These mighty discoveries have been made recently, 
in more modern days. The commiltee on the part 
of the Senate to consider the resolution above re- 
ferred to, consisted of the mover, Mr. Wilson of 
New Jersey, Mr. Lacock of Pennsylvania, and 
Mr. Burrill of Rhode Island; and oa the part of 
the House, by Mr. Pitkin of Connecticut, Mr. 
Rogers of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Litle of Mary- 
land. 

The character of that joint committee is a suffi- 
cient guarantee that they would not presume to report 
upon a subject which was not clearly within their 
jarisdiction. The distinguished character of the 
chairman on the part of the House must be known 
to the Senator from Connecticut. And I would 
socher distrust my own judgment, than for a mo- 
ment to believe that sach men as Pitkin and Bur- 
rill would recommend the adoption of a measure 
unwarranted by the Constitution, Sir, such an 
idea would have, at that time, bien treated with 
ridicule. It would have been regarded az prepos- 
lerous, that Congress could not, by law, prescribe 
the mode of executing the public printing to be 
done thereafter, and the prices to be paid therefor, 
and that they could not have appointed an agent to 
execute that work for the ensuing Congress. It 
does not seem, even at this day, to be questioned 
but that the Congress of 1819 had the power to 
prescribe the mode and manner for executing all 
the public printing, and for fixing the rate of com- 
pensation; for it is now said that, although all this 
was rightfully done, yet it was not ia the power of 
that Congress to appoint. an agent—a printer for 
execuling the printing for the then next Congress; 
that the exercise of such a power was unauthorized 
by the Constitution, and in violation of the rights 
‘of the subsequent Congress. 

Let us look into this question, and see whether 
this be a fair and legitimate view of the subject. 
The joint committee of Congress, herein before 
named, sebmitted the following report: 

“That regarding the subject committed to them as connected 


quent to that period until 1833 or 1835,as far as I have’ 
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with the convenience of the members, the information of the 
community, the economy oftime and money, and the character 
of the country; they have given it all the consideration which 
their other engagements permitted. . a ah, 

“Under all circumstances, the committee have deemed it their 
duty to recommend that a tariff of prices for every kind of print- 
ing required to be done for Congress, be fixed by a joint resolu- 
tion of the two Houses, to continue in force for two years; and 
that before the close of the present session, each House make 
choice by ballot of a printer, to execute its own work during the 
next Congress. The prices should be adequate to the employ- 
ment ofsufficient capital and workmen to perform the work ex- 
péditiousl), and to ensure such care and attention asshall give it 
such a degree of accuracy and elegance as shall not dishoror the 
literature and typography of the conntry. “With former con- 
tracts beiore us, and with the professional knowledge which 
may be called in aid, no difficulty would occur in forming the 
tariff alluded to on principles at once liberal to the printer and 
advantageous to Congress; and im the selection of its printer, 
each House would doubtless take especial care to choose a man 
of capacity, probity, and responsibility. In addition to the bond 
and security to be required of them for the faithful performance 
of their obligations, a provision might be added, that in case of 
any unreasonable delay, another person might be employed to 
do the work at such a price as the Secretary or the Clerk might 
be able to get it done for, and that the Public Printer shouid, 
respectively, be responsible for any difference between the sum 
alowed them, and that which it might be necessary to give 

im.” 

Here, then, we have the report of this commit- 
tee; and there is no escape from it—there is no 
chance for cavil or for misrepresentation. They 
distinctly recommend in their report that each 
House, before the close of the present session, 
(1819,) make choice by ballot of a Printer to ex- 
ecute its own work during the next Congress. 

They regard, in their report, most clearly, as they 
well might, the Pablic Printer asthe mere mecha- 
nical instrument to execute the public printing for 
Congress agreeably to the mode which should be 
directed by law. In perfect accordance with the 
spirit and letter of the report, the joint resolution of 
„March, 1819, was introduced, and, after debate, 
adopted—a resolution not merely of the Senate, but 
a resolution which was passed with all the forms 
and sanctions of law. It passed the Senate, it 
passed the House, and was approved by the Presi- 
dent; and unless it was in violation of the Consti- 
tation, it was as binding, as obligatory upon sub. 
sequent Congresses as any act upon the statute 
book. j 
so long wasit to be respected and observed, And 
what was this 1esolution, which’ is now -discovered 
to have been passed in disregard of: the Constitu- 
tion, and in violation . of the rights of the succeed- 
ing Congress? AsI have before said, the resolu- 

` tion which was adopted March 3, 1819, contained 
provisions directing the mode and manner of exe- 
cuting the public printing, and fixed the compensa- 
tion to be paid therefor, and that part of the joint 
resolution is now considered as obligatory. I have 
omitted to extract all that part of the resolution, 
and have only subjoined what I regard as material 

' to the question before the Senate. It declares: 

. _ “That as soon ag this resolution shall have been approved 
by the President of the United States, each House shall proceed 
to ballot for.a Printer to execute its work during the next Con- 
gress; and the person having the greatest. number of votes shall 
be considered duly elected, and shall give bond, with sureties, to 
the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, respectively, for the prompt, accu- 
rate, and neat execution of the work.’? i 

Nothing-could be more distinctly stated—noihing 
could more clearly define the duty of a Congress 

- about to terminate. It imposed upon it the obliga- 
tion to elect by ballot a Printer to execute printing 
for the next Congress, - 

Ithas been questioned whether this resolution 
required that the Congress about to. terminate 
should elect a Printer for the next Congress; but is 
theré any room for a doubt?) As soon “as the 
resolution shall have been approved. by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, each. Hovse shall pro- 

; ceed to ballot for a Printer for the next Congress.” 

“ What resolution was to be approved? . Clearly, the 

- resolution which the Congress then in session was 
competent to pass. Tnat Congress was about to 
terminate. It had passed a resolution, with all the 

- forms and sanctions of law, directing-the mode-and 

. manner for executing the publie printing, and for 


fixing the rate of compensation; and it required: 


~ that as soon as the resolution shall be approved, 
each House shall proceed to the election of Printer 
to execute the public printing. It is idle to sup- 
pose that the then President of the United States 
could then approve of any resolution except it 
Were passed by that Congress. The resolution 


Was passed by both Houses of Congress, and was 


So long as it existed as the law of the land,- 


. Duf Green 


approved by the President on tke third of March, 
1815, and in the eveniag of that same day the two 
Houses proceeded to the election of a Printer to 
execute the printing for the next Congress, accord- 
ing to the existing provisions of law. 

The report of the joint committee, and the joint 
resolution of Congress, alike express that the pur- 
pose was to correct an existing evil in the mode of 
executing the public printing; and if there could 
possibly be any room for doubt as to the terms of 
the joint resolution itself, would it not be fair ard 
even conclusive to refer to the action of Congress 
upon the adoption cf that resolution? Many of 
those who were the active members of Congress in 
1819, at the time of the adoption of the joint reso- 
lution, were also members of the subsequent Con- 
gress, and must have perfectly well understood the 
whole object and character of the resolution; and 
if there could have been any conceivable objec- 
tion in a constitutional point of view, it would 
have been then urged. But so far from it, history 
gives evidence Ihat. from that time to the present 
there has not been the slightest departure from the 
letter of the joint resolution. It appears that on 
the 34 of March, 1819, both Houses of Congress, 
in pursuance of the joint resolution of the same 
date, proceeded to the election of Public Printer to 
execute the public printing agreeably to the 
provisions of the said joint resolution. Gales 
and Seaton were elected; and on the third of 
March, 1821, in exact conformity to the 
joint resolution, each House proceeded to elect 
a Public Printer for the next Congress. 
Again Gales and Seaton were elec'ed; and on 
February.7, 1823, in obedience to the joint resolu- 
tion of 1819, each House egain elected a Public 
Printer for the next Congress. Gales and Seaton 
were elected; and in. 1825, each House, in obe- 
dionce to the joint resolution of 1819, elected Gales 
and Seaton Public Printers for the succeeding Con- 
gress., From 1819 to the close of the 18th Con- 


_ gress (in 1825) there was not the least diversity of 


opinion as 10 the obligatory character of the joint 
resolution of 1819. Certain the fact is, that both 
Houses of Congress, up to that time, faithfully car- 
tied out, as. far-as they could, that resolution; 
and during the whole of that period, from 1819 to 
1825, I have not been able to find the expression 
of an opinion against the constitutional power 
of Congress to pass the joint resolution of 1819. 
But this is not all. From. that period to this there 
has not been any departure in practice from the 
resolution of 1819. In 1827 the Senate elected 
the. Pablie Printer for the next 
Congress. And it so turns out, upon examina- 
tion, that in no instance since the adoption of the 
joint resolution of 1819, has the Senate of the 
United States doubted its obligatory character—in 
no.instanee have they disregarded i's provisiens; and 
shall it now be said that this resolution is not obli- 
gatory? Shall it now be said that the Senate may 
or may not observe the directions of that resolution, 
according to its own will and pleasure? Has it 
not received a construction, by-the invariable use 
of the Senate, which we-are not at liberty to disre- 
gard? Is it not our bounden duty to go back to the 


‘period of its adoption, and trace the action of the 


Senate from that time to the present, -and judge 
whether, in its origin, as well as in its execution, 
any question has been raised as to its Linding and 
obligatory force? i 

In 1829, Congress, by the same forms and sanc- 
tions of law, passed a resolution amendatory of the 


- resolution of 1819. But it should be borne in mind 


that it does not repeal any of the provisions of that 
‘resolution, save those’ which are inconsistent with 


the resolution of 1829; and what- are they? 


Merely changing the result of the election from 
a plurality to a majority of votes; and also pro- 
viding that the election should be held within thirty 
days previous to the termination of every Congress. 
The mode and the manner of executing the public 
printing, and the prices paid therefor, are not at all 
affected by- the amendatory resolution of 1829. 
They remain unchanged to this day; and by all 
parties have been, from that time to this, Te- 


‘garded as obligatory. That is, if a Printer ‘shall- 


be elected to-day, in pursuance of the joint resolu. 
tion of 1829, he. is tp execute the: publio printing 
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according to the mode, and for the same compensa- 
tion, prescribed by the resolution of 1819. In or- 
der that there may bea perfect understanding of 
this whole matter, I have subjoined an exact copy 
of the resolution of 1829. 1 have done this that 
the people may understand this subject, and be able 
to judge whether the next Senate has the power to 
set at nought the act of the present’ Congress, and 
to nullify the law of the land.. ‘The resolution is as 
follows: : 

“Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That, 
within thirty days before the adjournment: of every Congress, 
each House shall proceed to vote for a Printer to execute its 
work for and during the succeeding Congress, and the. péeréon. ` 
having the majority of all the votes given shall be considered. 
duly elected; and that so muctrof the resolution, approved: the 
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred ‘and nine- 
teen, entitled “A resolution directing the manner ‘in which. the 
printing of Congiess shal! be executed, fixing the prices thereof, 
and providing for the appomtment of a Printer or. Printers,” 


asis altered by this resolution, be, and the same is hereby, te= 
scinded.’’ : 


Such has been the legislation of Congress, and F 
have stated that the uniform usage, the invaria- 
ble practice of the Senate has been to carry out 
that legislation. Not only have those reselu- 
tions received the sanction of the Senate by their 
conforming to their requirements, but in 1835 the 
ques'icn was distinctly presented to the Senate. 
The subject was fully considered and fully debated. 
Aud, sir, what was the result?) Every political 
friend of the Senator from Connecticut so voted ‘as 
to give an obligatory and binding force to the reso- 
lutions of 1819 and of 1829. Iam aware that my 
own political friends at that time tock a different 
view of the matter; but the result of that contro- 
versy was, as Į have stated, that the vote of the 
majority of the Senate went to sanction the resolu- 
tions of 1819 and of 1829. And that majority.was . 
madé up by gentlemen now members of) this Se- . 
nate, who are among the political associates:and ` 
frends of the Senator’ from Connegticat;.and.the 
result of that controversy was to elect Gales:and 
Seaton as Public Printers for the then next Con- 


gress. 


It is true, that after the 18th ballot, Mr. Warren 
moved to postpone the further balloting to the: 
next session of Congress, and he and his friends 
voted for the motion; but the friends of the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut, being in the majority, voted 
agairst the motion. And I infer from this fact, 
that a construction has been solemaly given to. the 
joint resolutions of 1819 and of 1829 which: we 
are notat liberty now to disregard. And, sir,.we 
have not only the resoljutions-themselves, which 
every man who will read must admit arein terms 
imperative, but we have the invariable practic 
the Senate, from 1819 to the present day,’ in ‘sffict 
conformity to the letter of those resolutions; and 
we have also the solemn, deliberate decision of the 
Senate in 1835, when the direct question was pre- 
sented, that the resolutions were obligatory, that 
the Senate conid not disregard them, and the-elec- 
tion took place accordingly; and ‘the subsequent. 
Congress acquiesced in that election, although atthe 
commencement of the second session of that Congress 
the majority of the Senate was politically opposed 'to 
the Public Printers. Yet their election was never, 
questioned—ihe party then in power acquiesced- 
they considered the question settled by the previous 
decision of the Senate, and they acquiesced, with- 


-out a complaint, to the execution of the ‘public 
| printing, through the whole of that. Congress, com- 


mencing in March, 1835, and. ending in March, 
1837, by Gales and Seaton, Aud will the Senator’ 
from Connecticut, after all. this history, undertake - 
to say that the joint resointions of 1819-and: of 


1829 are not to be regarded as obligatory? I'sbould 


like, after what has taken place, to see some of the 
frients of the Senator undertake to. set aside'any 


election which may now take place in .obedience:to 


the resolutions of 1819 and 1829. No, sir.: Tt-may- 
be well to deal out this language of menace.. 
It is one thing to say, and another ‘thing: : 


to induce me to believe for a moment that the Se 
nator himself will be found amorg those w 
to nullity any proceeding of the Senate-which 


‘that the resolutions of 1819 and of 1829 were con- 
. stitutional and obligatory. l have shown what has 
` hitherto. been the action of th:Senate; and how has 

it. been in the House? Flas there been, at any 

“time, any voie, any decision of the House, that the 

resolution of 1819 was not obligatory upon that 
: body? No, sir; I challeage the Senator to bring 

forward any such record. It is true, that, since 

1835, the resolution has been practically disregarded 

by. the House; andthe Senator from Coanecticat, 

if correctly understoed, contends, that, inasmuch‘as 
‘the’ House of Representatives:have not observed the 
sesolutions of 1819 and of 1829, they are no longer 
binding upon the Senate. A strange argument indeed! 

“Because the House of Representatives violate the 
«Jaw, itis a justification of the Senate to do the 
~ game. This may be good morality with the Senator, 
_ but it ‘does not satisfy my mind. Tae only ques- 

tiens are, whether the resolutions be or be not ob- 
~ Jigatory—-whether they are or are not constitu- 
tional; not whether this or that man—this or that 

“body of men—have practically disregarded them. 

- Mr. President, I hoid that the resolutions are bind- 
: ing, aud sure lam thatthe Senator so regarded 

thën in 1533. We were then both members of the 
House of Representatives; and on the 15th day of 

- February, 1833, ‘after thirteen unsuccessfal ballots 
for Public Printer, a motion was made by Mr. 
Boon of Indiana to postpone further proceedings 
until the s:cond day of March ensuing, within the 
period of the Congress. And the Senator voted 
against the motion, I voted for it. If the Senator 
- had then believed, as he now professes to believe, 

that the resolutions were uncons‘itutional, is it not 

‘Singular that he should have then voted for an 

election in violation of that same Constitution? 

And the result of the fourteenth ballot se- 
«ured the election of his friends, Gales and 
Seaton. In my jadgment, Congress was then 
bound, as it is now bound, to elect. a Printer to 
‘execute the public printing for the next Con- 
gress. On the 9th of February, 1835, Mr. McKin- 
ley, now one of the Judges of our Supreme Court, 
moved that “the House will, on Thursday next, 
proceed to the election of Printer for the House of 
Representatives of the next Congress, viva voce 
I voted to carry into effect that resolution. But, 
mark it, Mr. President, it was ultimately defeated 
by the political friends of the Senator from Con- 
necticut; and this was the first interruption of the 
practice of the House under the joint resolutions of 
1819. and 1829, of electing a Printer for the suc- 
‘ceeding Congress. It so happened that the resolu- 
‘tion was not again reached daring that session. 

From that time the House of Representatives, I 

freely admit, have not, at the close of one Con- 

gress, elected a printer for the succeeding Congress. 
` But, on examination, it will be found to be owing 
to the press of business, and not to any avowed 
“doubt of the binding force of the resolutions of 

‘1819 and 1829, As evidence that I am correct in 

my view of the sentiment and feeling of the House, 

I subjoin the following extracts from a speech 

made in 1835, by Mr. Evans of Maine, a distin- 

‘guished member of the Elouse, and soon to become 
-a member of this body: 


s 


_ Mr. Evans moved the following amendment: Strike out 
‘viva voce; and insert, ‘under the authority of the joint resolu- 
tion, approved March 3, 1819.’ 
©The amendment having been read, 
“Mr. Evans said it eeemed obvious to him that, if the resolu- 
tion proposed by the gentleman from Alabama ought to pass at 
< all, it should pass in the shape Mr. E. proposed. If. not, he 
would inguire of the honorable mover, by aud under what au- 
thority the Ifouse could undertake to go into the election ef 
Printer at ail for the next-Congress?: There was none except 
that derived from the resotution of 1819, as »mended by the joint 
resolution of the 5th of February, 1829.. Now, the very intro- 
duction of the resolution by the honorable member from Alaba- 
ma recognised the force of those resolutions. It was by virtue 
of those two joint resolutions alone that one Congress had the 
right to appoint a Printer for the succeeding one, and the 
~. phraseology proposed by Mr. E. was the only phraseology that 
could consistently be used. He begged leave, also, to remind. 
the House that such was the phraseology adopted ever since 
~ the former joint resolution was adopted. The motion had al- 
` ways been made and agreed to, that onsuch a day the House 
would proceed to the election of Printer under the authority of 
¿the joint resolution of the 3d March, 1819; and to entitle the 
House to do'so on the present occasion, the same phraseology 
must be madd use of, rate 
„` “Gentlemen had seid, on a former occasion, when this sub- 
„gectcame-up incidentally for considerati:.n, that the resolution 


"of, 1819 was temporary m its nature, and limited to two years. | 


“> Awan aaswer-to that, hé could-only say that it was never con- 
Supidened no, neither by the. then,.nor by the succeeding - Con- 
gress, each of whom regarded it as binding upon themselves, 


and upon the succeeding Congress. Even so lately as 1829, 
the journals of the Hous: show this, wherein it was stated that : 
the ‘House proceeded to the election of Printer in obedience to 
-the joint resolution of 1819; and this. was. the phraseology for- 


several yeats after the adoption of that resolution. Then if 
that is resolution be in force, and had not been repealed, we 
derived the only authority we hadto choose a Printer for the 
next session from these two resolutions. i . 

“the next question that came up for consideration was, 
whether the Printer was ain officer of the House, or not. . Mr. 


|; E. would not go inte this at any length; but it was enough for 


the justification of his own vote to say that he did not consider 
the Printer an officer within the meaning of that clause in the 
Constitution giving each House the right to appoint its officers, 
any more than the person who supplied the House with sta- 
tionery, or fuel, or furniture. In Mr. E’s judgment, it stood up- 
on thesame principle.” ‘He thought they would be incurring 
great hazard by repealing the joint resolution, or altering the 
present mode in any way at this late hour. At present he he- 
lieved the-existing mode the best. At all events, he wag not as- 
sured that a better could be devised.” : 

I tully concur in opinion with the honorable 


gentleman,- from whose speech in 1835 I have 
made such liberal quotations; and it isa little re- 
markable that in the debate of the House of Repre- 
sentatives which has taken place upon the subject 


of the joint resolations of 1819 and of 1829, andin 


the debate which has: taken place in the Senate 
heretofore upon this same question, nota political 
friend of the Senator from Connecticut has ever 
contended that the passage of those resolutions was 
unauthorized by the Constitution—that they were 
not obligatory in their character. No, sir, their 
doctrine, as avowed, as expressed, has been en- 
tirely a different doctrine. I have, Mr. President, 
nothing further to say with reference to the consti- 
tutionatity, and with reference to the force and ob- 
ligation, of the joint resolutions of 1819-and of 
1829. They have been transcribed, and are incor-~ 
porated in my speech. The action of both Houses 
under the resolution of 1819, up to 1829, has been 
uniform; and the action of the Senate bas been alike 
uniform up even to this day. I have placed this re- 
cord before the people, and I have shown the deli- 


- berate decision of the Senate on this very question 


in 1835, and the acquiescence in that decision; and 
with all these facts I am willing to leave this mat- 
ter to our masters. And notwithstanding what the 
Senator says about the state of popular opinion, I 
greatly misjudge if he will not find, now and here- 
after, opinion and duty co-operating to sustain the 
law and the authority of our Government. 


The Senator says that there is no necessity, at > 


this time, for the passage of the resolution which I 
have had the honor to offer to the Senate, inasmuch 
as the new Senate wil] assemb'e here in a very few 
days; and that our Public Printer, now in office, 
will continue tothe 4:i of March, at which time 
the new Senate will be.in session. Suppose the 
fact to be as stated by the Senator, does it exone- 
rate us from the performance of our duty in obe- 
dience to the resolutions of 1819 and of 1829? No, 
sir. Those resolutions being imperative, we are 
bound now to proceed to the election, whether there 
be, or be not, any absolute necessity to make. the 
appointment. But even if the law was not impe- 
rative, I should differ altogether with the Senator 
from Connecticut as to the necessity of making the 
election at this time. We have had experience 
upon this matter. At the commencement of the 
24th Congress, there was an election of Printer for 
the House; and. was he able to: perform the ser- 
vice required? No, sir. Being unprepared for such 
an important, for such a responsiole, for. such an 
expensive undertaking, he was at once obliged to 
give over the public printing to others. And sup- 
pose that, on the 4th of March next, the Senate 
should elect Mr. Ritchie, of Richmond, or some 
one not having been employed to execute the pub- 
lic printing, would they be prepared to enter at 
once upon the service? No, sir. It requires 
time, labor, and a great outlay, to be prepared 
to execute the work, So said the joint com- 
mitte> in 1819; and to insure “despatch, accu- 
acy,. and neatness,” in conducting the public 
printing, they recommended an election of one 
Congress for the service of another; and so 
has every suceeeding one done. There would 
then be, locking merely to the necessity. of the 
ease, a fitness to select the Public Printer now to 


-execute the printing for the next Congress,- - trust 
cit wili be done; and all that the Senator has said 


upon she inexpedieney of proceeding to the elec- 


dion, has already: been..answered. Ifthe lawen- 


joins upon us the duty to make the election, it 


should be done. If there is no positive and expli- 
citlaw of requirement, then I say, necessi y, conve- 
nience; and economy, demand that we should now 
proceed to the election; and it should be done. In 
bringing forward the resolution, I did what I felt 
to‘be my. duty. I did it unsolicited and unadvised, 
I have now. submitted the considerations which in. 
duced me to offer the resolution, and I leave the 
‘matter to the Senate to dispose of according to their 
judgment and discretion. i 

: Mr: HUNTINGTON replied -that there was no 
differencé between the Senator and himself as to 
the facts—indeed, there could be none, as the res 
cord spoke the truth. The practice, he admitted, 
under the resolution of 1819, had been to appoint 
a Printer prior to the next Congress, in order that 
sufficient time might be given the person appointed 
to make all the necessary arrangements; but now 
no such necessity existed. The resolution was 
nothing more than a tacit understanding between 
the two bodies, one of which had since virtually 
annulled it, having never acted under it since 
1833. Was it, therefore, to be considered binding 
on the Senate? In the tew remarks made by hin 


“the other day, he contended that the resolution was 


not compulsory; and he bad then asked if it was 
necessary, expedient, or just, for an Administration 
going out of power to palm an obnoxious individual 
on a majority that was coming into power. He 
had shown that it was not. necessary, because the 
present Printer would act until the 4th of March, 
Was it then expedient or jast to appoint a Printer, 
when the moral certainty was that the dominant 
party, acting under its constitutional right, would 
annul tLat appointment the next Congress? These 
were the grounds he had taken, and he certainly 
did not think them untenable. The Senator had 
referred to the journals of the House, with a view, 
as he supposed, to fx the charge of inconsistency 
upon him. Now he was not in the habit of referring 
to journals to loek for the votes of Senators; but 
since his vote on that occasion had been alluded to, 
he would beg leave to show. from the record how 
the case stood. On the llth February, 1833, a 
motion was made to go into the election of Printer, 
(the Senator and himself were then members of the 
other branch,) but no election was he!d until. the 
14th of that month, when ten ballots were had with- 
out a choice: being effected. On the 15th a motion 
was again. made to preceed to the election, when 
Mr. Hall of North Carolina (he believed it was) 
moved. to posipone the election until the first Thars- 
day in the next session, Mr. Williams, of the 
same State, moved to lay that motion on the table, 
and Mr. Hall withdrew it. Mr. Boon then moved 
to postpone it until the 2d March; on which motion 
the yeas and nays were demanded, and it was de- 
cided in the negative, the. Senator (Mr; Hupgarp) 
voting for the:postponement, and himself against 
it. The ground on which I acted: (said Mr. H.) 
was, that if the election were to take place, it was 


- better to hold it at once. than. to: postpene it until 


within one day of the close -of the’ session. Now 
if the Senator then considered the joint resolution 
obligatory, why did he vole to. postpone it? If 
there was any inconsistency, the Senator is certain- 
ly more justly chargeable with it than I am, 

Mr. SEVIER said he was: not & little amused 
with the observations of the two Senators, each 
busy in endeavoring to show he had voted right on 
former-occasions. The amount of the matter was, 
that they intended to elect their Printer if they 
could, and the other party, he presumed, would 
prevent it if it could. {twasa question of power 
altogether; and as they had the power then, they 
meant to exercise it, for it would not be very long 
that they should retain it. When in the ar 
cendency, he made it a rale. to take care vf 
the interests of his political friends, and would vote 
for Blair and. Rives, and elect them if he could. 
Whenever the power was lost, he submitted like a 
man with the best grace imaginable. ` 


Mr. HENDERSON was understood to say, in 
effect, thatif the election was not indispensable at 
this time to the interests of the Senate, it would be 
improper to proceed with ite Nothing appeared to 
him more absurd than that the: Senate was bound 
by the joint resolution of 1819. The’right was 


‘inherent in both bodies to choose their officers, in- 


dependent of any resolution, and it was wrong to 
suppose that one body was to be bound by the 
proceedings of the other. 

Mr. MANGUM had hoped this matter would 
not have been pressed. He reminded the Senate 


that en previous occasions, when these elections” 


had been made, they were not made by a majority 
of one political complexion for their successors of 
: a different politica party: nowever, if the resolu- 
tion had always been treated in good faith, he 
should not stand there to justify their violation; but 
having. been disregarded by one. branch of Con- 
gress, he should consider them abrogated on this 


occasion. Yet he did not stand there to impugn 


the House for what it had done; for his opinion 
was, that the officers of the House should. either 
represent the opinions of that body, or, at least, not 
conflict with them, Suppose a rule were adopted 
to appoint the committess in advance—the commit- 
tees, in his opinion, in every legislative body, 
should represent the opinions of that body—and 
would then their successors be bound to retain 
comimittees of their predecessors’ appointmen:? 
And so ia respect to their Frinter, who, it had been 
decided, was an ollicer of the House, and therefore 
they possessed the constitutional right to make or 
unmake, to retainor to remove. He h:d no doubt 
the resolution of 1819.was passed with the motive 
which had been mentioned—that the person ap- 
pointed might lay in printing materials and make 
preparation to discharge his duties; but now they 
were not likely to be subjected to any incon- 

. venience of that sort; but if they were, he would 
rather submit toit than that this election should 
now take place, for he shou!d consider it as en ont- 
Tage on the recent demonstrations of putlic senti- 
ment, and on the body so soon to come there. 
Viewing it in this light, he could only say for one, 
in a spirit of candor, that if gentlemen pressed this 
Motion, and went into an election, which, having 
the power, they could do, as soon as a body arrived 
there of a different opinion, and he were in the 
dominant party, he should not only feel it to be his 
right, but his duty, to seek to make a change. He 
made this declaration that there might be no out- 
lays for materials, for he should move a reversal 
of the appointment, and the election of such a 
one as might be in accordance with the deliberate 
will of the Senate hereafter to assemble, or, at all 
events, of one who would not be obnoxious to the 
‘whole of them. 

Mr. SEVIER said he had never known an in- 
stance of any party being in power that did not 
exercise that power for its own benefit; and it 
wasin vain to tell him now to pursue a different 
course. Efe thought there was no analogy be- 
tween the appointment of Committees and cf Pub- 
lic Printer—the latter contracted to do the work at 
a given price, for which hs entered into bonds. 
The Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Mancum] 
had said he would conceive it a party outrage to 
select a Printer adverse to the Senator’s principles, 
Wow it was well known that this had always been 
done. He might advert to the time when Gales 
and Seaton and also Duff Green were Printers; and 
had not each of those Printers in turn been elected 
at the close of sessions when their party would not 
be in power in the succeeding Congress, and had 
any thing been said or done in the premises? The 
Senator now gives us notice that when he comes 
into power, he. shall annul our choice; in. other 
words, that he will expunge and draw black Lines 
against our Printer. Sir, said Mr. S. I hardly 
think he will do that, as many of his own party 
were 80 averse to that measure, particularly my 
friend from Delaware, [Mr. Bayarn,] who has 
pledged himself for every year he remains in the 
body: to bring forward his measure to expunge the 
great expunger. That Senator at least will not 
lend his aid to expunge, though our Printer may be 
against his political creed. 

Mr. BAYARD said that if a person were ap- 
pointed who had indulged in the most unmeasured 
detraciion and abuse of the party soon. to be the 
majority, however unpalatable his removal might 
be, he would perform it. But was the resolution of 
1819-obligatory on this body?- In. order to settle 
that question, it-was necessary to ascertain the re- 
lation in which the Printer stood to this body. He 
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contended that the Printer was an officer of the Se- | 
! nate to multiply copies of their documents by his: 


types and presses, which must be done by clerks if 
the art of printing had not been discovered. And 
next, what was the tenure of the officel—for that was 
as much an essence of the office as the duties to be 
performed. The coustitutional tenure of all offices 


was “at will and pleasure,” and no law of Con- | 


gress could change the character of the Constitu- 
tion. Well, then, in the third place, was it wise in 
the present majority to. exereise the mere power. 
they possessed to force on the Senate for the next 
Congress an individual that was so highly ob- 
noxicus!o them?. Was it expedient to doit? It cer- 
iainly was not; for the Senate might rely that they 
(the future majority) would never submit to what 
the present majority had no right to impose on 
them. Would the Senate, then, exercise a power 
which must be nugatory in its results, and force a 
spy into the camp? If they did, he did not say 
they would hang him, but he assured the Senate 
they would get rid of him. 

Mr. LINN callcd the attention of the Senate to 
the fact that this day was set apart for: the resolu- 
tion of the Senator from Kentucky for the repeal of 
the Independent Treasury ac:, and he hoped it was 
not intended by this discussion to slide over that 
and the bankrupt bill, which was a measure of 
much greater importance He would also remind 
them that atthis stage of the session there were 
thirteen special orders of the utmost consequence, to 
be disposed of, b-side a great amount of other busi- 
ness, and, therefore, he wished this question to be 
speedily disposed of. 

Mr. PRENTISS said his intention was to vote 
for the postponement. If the resolution of 1819 
were of force, he, for ons, vould carry it out, but 
he did net so regard it. He thought the Prioter 
was an officer of the Senate within the sense of the 
Cu nstitution. 

Mr. DIXON deemed this too important a ques- 
tion on which to give a silent vote; and he therefore 
gave his reasons at length for opposing the appoint- 
ment of a Printer at the present session. He said 
there was no doubt that the printer for the Senate 
is exclusively an officer of the Senate. He is ap- 
pointed by the Senate; all his Jabors are prescribed 
aud directed by them, and for them only. Besides, 
he hoids his office at the wiil and pleasure of the 
Senate, for they can remove him when they please. 
If that does not constitute him an officer of the Se- 
nate, nothing can make any man an officer of the 
body. ‘Fhe power to make the appointment is de- 
rived from the Constitution. Ft is conferred on the 
Senate alone. Itis nota power to be divided or 
exercised in conjunction with any other brat ch of 
the Government, or to be compromitted by any con- 
venticnal arrangements. The provision of the Con- 
Stitution that the Senate shall choose their officers; 
well. comports with that familiar principle recog- 
nised in conferring agency and delegating power. 
Governments appoint their officers, principals 
appoint their agents, and masters appoint their ser- 
vants.. But it is said the Senate have qualified this 
excinsive power, and, by joint legislation, have 
changed the mode of exercising it. That by a 
joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress, 
adopted in 1819, it has been provided that each 
House shall elect its printer for the next Con- 
gress; whereby it becomes the duty of the Senate 
to elect a printer at this time—not for the present, 
but for the next C ingress. It would seem strange 
that a joint resolution should be passed for the re- 
gulation of that which could only be the subject of 
individual control. Bat there were reasons then 
existing for that joint resolution, which afterwards 
ceased; which reasons probably prevented any 
thorough consideration of the constitutional ob- 
jections. ‘The saving of expense of printing, as 
well as the better execution of the work, was con- 
templated by. the joint arrangement; and another 
consideration was the want of any printing esta- 
blishment here at that time, (in 1819,) with saffi- 
cient machinery and extent of means to perform 
the work required, without the allowance of 
long time to prepare for it. But the cther House 
were doubtless disappointed in their anticipation 
of benefits from that jointresclution—for it is now 
said that since it has been disregarded in the other 


-appointed a printer for the next Congress, 


- gress,” &c. 


House, better and. more economical arrangements 
have been made; and the House. have no 
formed to the provisions of the joint. resolution 
since 1835. Now why have they not conformedto- 
it? One answer is, that the reasons which had given 
rise to it had. ceased; and hence. the rule should 


was, the resolution was deemed unconstilutional;: 
was not binding, and of course required no. formal 
legislation to repeal it. Therefore, from: 1835, it 
has been set aside in that branch of the Legislature; 
which amounts, as far as they can, affect. it, toa 
complete abrogation of the resolution. . There is 
no power now to enforce its execution, and of 
course it has become a dead letter, It is true, sir, 
thatthe Senate continued to practise upon that 
joint resolution Jong after it was . discontinued-and 
violated in the other House. But when the Senate’s 
action was in conformity with it in 1835, the reso- 
lution had not then been discontinued in the House.. 
There was, at that time, some reasons, therefore, 
why the Senate should adhere to it; and they then 
Bot is 
that any reason why they should do. the same- now, 
afer the resolution has been five years discontinued 
in the other. House, not only from the consideration 
that it had ceased to be useful, but from the higher 
consideration that it was unconstitutional? <o .= 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he had pot intend- 
ed to saya word upon this occasion; but senti- 
ments and purposes so extraordinary. had.-been 
avowed by gentlemen..on the other. side, that he 
could no longer remain silent.: Perhaps the:-most 
singular. notion of all that had: been uttered fell 
from the Senator from RkoJe Island, [Mr. Dix. 
on,] who had just taken his seat. That gentleman 
maintains that the law which governs the election 
of Public Printer, is virtually repealed; and how? 
Why, simply by the non-user of one branch 
of Congress! Is not this extraordinary doc~ 
trine indeed? Both Houses unite in passing a 
law, according to all the forms of the Constitution; 


cease. “But doubtless the more satisfactory reason 
it 


„even the approval of the Executive has been sought 


and obtained; and the gentleman sagely maintains 
the idea, that because one branch of Congress: dis- 
regards it, or does not carry it out in practicefor a 
few years, it is, in. effect, repealed!. Mre; Cy said 
this was certainly .an entirely nevel, mode, of 
repeal.. He had always before supposed ‘that: it 
required the same power, and the same forms, to 
repeal a law, that it did to make it. Why, accord- 
ing to this doctrine, sir, we may soon be. without 
law altogether. It did seem to him to be most as- 
tonishing doctrine. 

Sir, said Mr. C. how stands the matter? On 
the 3d of March, 1819, a joint resolution passed, 
“directing the manner in which the printing of 
Congress shall be executed, fixisg the prices there- 
of, and providing for the appointment of a printer 
or printers.” This resolution required the election 
of a printer or printers for the then ensuing Congress, 
before the adjournment. Toheelection accordingly 
took place, and had been made biennially thereaf- 
ter, afew days before the close of every Congress, 
for the succeeding one, up to the 5th of February, 
1829, when another joint resolaton was approved 
by the Exccative, amendatory to that of 1819. 
This last reso’ution is. imperative, ‘uhat, within 
thirty days before the adjournment of every Con- 
gress, cach House shall proceed to vole fora printere 
to execute its werk for and during the succeeding. Con, 
This is, the only chang or qualifica- 
tion which has been made in the law, of 1819, 
since its enactment. Both resolutions were. regu- 
larly passed through each House of - Congress, and 
were approved by the President—tecame, and.now 
remain, the law of the land. . Yet, sir, what do we 
now hear from gentlemen of the. other. side? 
Why, they not only protest against an-election of a 
Printer to the Senate, pursuant -to -this law, but 
they admonish us of the consequent s if we 
proceed to make one. . Yes, sir; almost every gen« 
tleman of the Opposition. who has spoken upon the 
subject—ameunting to some four or fivehas 
threatened us with the expulsion of whomsoeve, 
we may elect, so. socn.as they get into power 
Such is the very commendable and modest course 
of the:party.which claims all the decency, and: all 
the morality and learning, and boasts of its devcs 
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tion to the supremacy of the law. Notwithstand- 
ing the undeniable existence of the law, and though 
we may elect a Printer in strict accordance with 
its provisions, they tell us they will turn him 
out, whenever they get the power. Mr. C. said he 
had often heard the remark—proverb it might be 
called—of “feeling might, and forgetting right? 
This was supposed to be the case. with~some who 
were in power; but the gentlemen on the cther side 
go beyond this; they feel their might in anticipa- 
.tion; they cannot wait till they get into power; they 
` warn us that they will inflict the penalty of expul- 
sion against our Printer, if we go on to execute the 
Jaw of the land, iu conformity with invariable cus- 
tom ‘since its enactment. On the 3d of next 
month, twenty-two years will have elapsed since 
the passage of the law of 1819; and, during all 
‘that time, no matter what party has had the ma- 
jority, the Senate has uniformly elected its Printer, 
at the same period, for the succeeding Congress 

Mr. C. asked, on what ground is it that gentle- 
men have given us the nodest intimations with 
which we have been favored on this occasion? 
Why, they assumed that because the Constitution 
gives to each House the power to choose its own 
Officers, they cannot unite in passing a law for the 

“appointment of any person, in advance, to perform 
merely mechanical daties—duties which presuppose 
the necessity of laying in materia's, and making 
preparation for the performance of duties, be‘ore 
their commencement. Mr. C. denied that the Print- 
er of either House was necessarily to be regarded 
as an officer,in the Constitutional sense of that 

. term. The Constitution had reference to the pre- 
siding officers of the two Houses—the Secretary, 
Clerks, Deorkeepers, and such as were charged 

swith the performance of duties immediately 
within the rooms we occupy.. The most that 
could be said of the Prister was, Mr. C. con- 
tended, that he was a quasi officer, but no more 

"our officer than the man who drives a cart in the 
transportation of our decuments, books, and pa- 
pers. Upon any other view of the Constitution, he 
said, you might make every individual, who did 

- any other mechanical duty, or rendered any other 
service beyond these walls to facilitate our besi- 

. ness, an officer. If the law as it stood was objec- 
tionable, why did not those who so regarded it bring 
in a proposition for its repeal or modification? Was 
it not strange, afler the operation cf the existing 

` law for twenty-two years, with the acquiescence of 

- all parties, under the various changes which had 

taken place within that period, and without even a 
“motion to inquire into the expediency of its repeal 
or modification, that we should now hear it boldly 
declared by gentlemen that it must not be carried 
into execution; and that if it be executed, they will 
treat it asa nullily? Yes, (ssid Mr. C ) gentlemen 
plainly tell us that they will disregard the law, and 
trample it under their fect, when it is not likely to 
be executed to their taste, and minister to their 

` views. 

And on what ground did they object to its execu- 
tion? Why, simply because ihe person who, it was 
supposed, would be appointed, happened to be cb- 
noxious to certain honorable gentlemen. And 
would not the person, that the gentlemen on the 
opposite side would appoint, probably be equally 
‘obnoxious to a large minority? Gentlemen had 
alluded to the character of the paper which is pub- 
lished by the present Printers to the Senate, and 
were pleased to denounce it for what they termed 
jis slander and abuse, which. had been sent forth in 
its columns, Now, he cared not wh‘ch of the politi- 
cal papers they took, published in this city on their 
side, he ventured to say, as much slander and 
abuse—ay, and as infamous libels, to adopt the lan- 
guage used by one of the gentlemen—could be found 

7 io their columns, within the last six months, as had 

ever been published to the world through those of 
any other paper. Even the paper which had been 
held up by the party to which the gentleman be- 

Jonged as the model of decency, had ccntained, 

during the last summer and fall, some of the most 
nefarious falsehocd: and Jibels which had ever dise 
graced the colamns of any pariy paper. He 
thought the: doctrines advanced came with a bad 
grace from ‘those who complained so much of the 
expunging operation, which hed been alluded to in 
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the debate. It accorded very badly with their 


“hoasted deference and respect for law and order, 


when, in defiance of law, and the uniform practice 
under it for so many years, they declared their pre- 
determination to displace the person that might 
now be appointed—nolens volens—right or wrong— 
because, forsooth, he was politically obnoxious. 
Well, sir, if gentlemen think proper to pursue such 
a course, let them do it, when they possess the 
power they anticipate; for one, said Mr. C. no 
threat of such a character shall deter me from the 
performance of a duty imposed by the law of ihe 
land. 

Mr. MERRICK did not conceive himself bound 
by the joint resclution of 1819. The right of 
Congress to appoiat its own officers was an inhe- 
rent right, and could not be restricted by any reso- 
Jution whatever. In the present case the Senator 
from Arkansas had stated the principles on which 
he and his party were acting—it was a question of 
party power, and the avowal had been frank and 
honorable on the part of that Senator. But as the 
Senator said he was determined to elect his Printer 
when he had the power, he (Mr. M.) hoped he 
would be excused for exercising the same privilege 
when the next came into power, and permit the 
Senate to select its own officers. 

Mr. MANGUM again addressed the Senate, de- 
nying that the resolution of 1319 was considered in 
the light of a compulsory law, but as a mere tacit 
understanding of the two branches of the National 
Legisia'ure. The Constituticn was exceedingly 
clear on this right of Cengress, and no resolution 
or law could so act as to deprive it of that right. 
Mr. M. alluded to a case on the Executive journal, 
where, owing, as it was thought, to the too frequent 
appointmenis by the Executive of persons from 
the old States to fill offices in the new, there had 
been a resolation passed by the Senate refusing to 
ratify in any case where therule was departed from. 
It was thought wrong in principle to make appoint- 
ments from oldStates when good material was to b2 
found in the new, and he (Mr. M.) had always so 
considered it. No one would venture to say, how- 
ever, that the Executive right Was restricted by the 
passage of the resolution. ft was cousidered a mere 
indication of the public feeling. Gen. Jackson, who 
was then President, was unwilling to make appoint- 
ments while that resolution remained, and finally 
refused to do so until it was rescinded. The Pre- 
sident had the right on his side. The resolution 
was rescinded, (said Mr. M.) and I voted for it, 
In the present case, if the rule bad been acquiesced 
in by both Houses, then there could be no cause 
for cavil; but the right of Congress to select its own 
officers cannot even be restricted, much less abro- 
gated. It was a question now of political power, 
and not having tasted any thing of the kind for 
some years, he felt disposed to exercise a litile in 
this case. Without meaning to be persenal, he 
affirmed that the appointment of certain indivi- 
duals to the office of Pablie Printer would be odious 
to the country, and highly offensive to the body. 
He would not be understood as being favorab‘e to 
a general proscription; on the contrary, he avowed 
that where an officer in his ministerial capacity had 
not abused his office or his trust, nor prostituted his 
(ffice to political purposes, had not improperly in- 
terfered in the elective franchise, and was honest 
and capable, he would set his face against his re- 
moval. He considered that a contrary course 
would be opening the door to the corrupt followers 
of all parties to demaud their reward; that it would 
be dangerous to our institutions and subversive of 
public liberty. Gentlemen said they had the power 
now, and would exercise it. Where is the neces- 
sity of doing so, on the very eve of its departure 
from them, when there was a moral certainty that 
their appointment would be annulled cn the next 
meeting of Congress? 

The question being about to be put— 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said that he had honed 
this resolution would not have been pressed. He 
had hoped at this late hour of the session it wouid 
pot have been attempted by an expiring Admini- 
stration to force the Senate into an election of Print- 
ers who were to act, not for those at present in 
power, but for the suceeediug Administraiion. He 
protested against the doetrine laid dowa by the 


i 
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Senatcr from Arkansas [Mr. Sever] that those in 
power were determined to use their power as long 
as they could, leaving it to their successors to do the 
same. Especially when it was known that the in- 


dividuals to be appointed were so utterly odious to ` ;> 


those who were in a few days to succeed to the 
possession of the Government, that, if they were 
going to act like men and fearlessly discharge their 
duty, it was impossible they could allow such per- 
sons to remain in office for one single moment. I 
will now say, ‘exclaimed Mr. ©. that so far as] 
kuow the sentiments of my friends, there is not 
one of us who is not firmly and irrevocably de- 
-termined, if the election is rescindable, to re- 
scind it. ; 

Mr. SEVIER expressed surprise at the remarks 
which had falien from the Senator from Kentucky, 
Wasit not perfectly well known that a party go- 
ing out of power, in making appointments to office 
never inquired whether the persens appointed would 
be agreeable or not to the party coming into power? 
In the House of Representatives, just before the 
political change which brought General Jackson 
into power, Gales and Seaton had been appoin'ed 
Public Printers, and when the dominant party came 
in, these gentlemen were suffered to remain in cf- 
fic2 for two years longer. 

[Mr. Banron. We submitted to it] 

Were not nominations sent ia by Mr. Adams to 
the very last hour of his term? ‘The nomination of 
Mr. Burton of North Carolina, for the appointment 
of Governor of Arkansas, had been sent in by the 
Senator from Kentucky, who was at that time Se- 
cretary of State. Bat this, with al} the other nomi- 
nations, was laid on the table by the opposite party, 
who then had a majority in the Senate. Was the 
measure now proposed such a new and unprece- 
denied thing that the Senator need be surprised at 
its being pressed at this time? At the close of the 
ierm of tay elder Adams, had not nominations been 
made by him of judges at midnight on the third of 
March, and did not the Senate confirm the nomi- 
nations? Some of the judges so appointed were in 
office to thishour. Was there any thing strange that 
it was proposed by those going out of power to elect 
their Printer while they were able todo it? He 
was really amnsed to ste two old and experienced 
Senators, like the gentleman from New Hampshire 
and the gentleman from Kentucky, cajoling and 
coquetting about a thing that every body could un- 
derstand. He was not fer mincing matters in that 
way. What he had before stated were facts, 
which had since been avowed by every body but 
the Senator from Kentucky, and he had adduced a 
case in point, where a nomination had come in, at 
the last hcur, from the Senator himself. He did 
not complain of this.. He had thought at the time 
the nomination tə be a very good one; and, so far 
as he was concerned, he would have heen very 
willing to have the individual named as Governor 


of Arkansas, but that nomination, together with all 
cthers similarly made, had been laid on the table. 
The Senator had told them about the party com- 
ing into power turning out Mr. Blair, (he supposed 
he was the man to be chosen—Mr. S. should vote 
for him,) if he should be appointed, the first mo- 
ment they had the power to də it. Well, and were 
they to be deterred by threats like these? Wot at 
all. He expected they would turn him out; and 
not him enly, but whomsoever else they pleased. 
He cared nothing for this; he spoke not on bis own 
account; for happily he never had held any office 
other than that the people had given him, and 
therefore, he could speak with the greater freedom. 
If, indeed, there happened to be in any office of this 
Government a man who had never in his life 
displeased the Whigs, he supposed he might be left 
to stand as a solitary monument of Whig forbear- 
ance. But as for the other party, they expected to 
be turned out, from one end of the country to the 
other. And, for one, he should disown them if 
they whimpered under it; he was very sure he 
should not. So far from it, he would furnish the 
gentlemen with the names of all who held office in 
his district. They might turn them out, every man, 
and they would hear no complaint. You have got 
the power, (cried Mr. S.) and I expect you will use 
it You have got some hungry friends there, who 
have been eagerly waiting these twelve years, and 
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now you may provide fur them. Ishould, were I 
in like circumstances. I ana notto be gulled by 
this talk about forbearance. For these fourteen 
years past all parties on all sides have exercised 
power as long as they had it; and I expect they 
will continue todo so always. Turn out Blair if 
youchoose. We will elect him, and then you may 
turn him out as fast as you like. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. I have but one or 
two words to say in reply to the remaiks of the 
Senator from Arkansas. That gentleman has 
entirely misquoted the expression used by me some 
days since. WhatI said then [say now—that, in 
my judgment, every man who is not faithful, capa- 
ble, and honest, and who bas not abstained from 
using the power he derives from the possession of 
office to interfere with the fieedom of elections, 
ought to be expelled from the office he has abused: 
I never said that all ought to be turned out who 
had displeased the Whigs. What will be done by 
the new Administration I do not know: butI ex- 
press my own opinion openly, in the face of the 
world. The Senator referred to the appointment 
of. what were styled ‘the midnight judges” in the 
time of the elder Adams: but that was not like this 
case. Those appointments were made to fill ex- 
isting vacancies: it was a case where cflices had 
been created by law and were not filled. Mr. 
Adams had a constitutional right to nominate per- 
sons to fillthem. But does not the Senator know 
that very act of appointing those judges in the last 
moment of an expiring Administration produced 
one universal burst of indignation throughout the 
country; and that one amongst the earliest measures 
of Mr. Jefferson’s administration was a motion made 
by a distinguished and illustrious Senator from my 
own Statė, now no more, to repeal that act? And 
what was the case under the younger Adams? I 
have no recollection of any nominations made by 
him to fill existing vacancies. I recollect as one 
the case’ of my colleague, [Mr. CRITTENDEN,] who 
was nominated as a Judge of the Supreme Court, 
-to-dill the vacahcy occasioned by the death of Judge 
Trimble; it was so with the nomination of the Go- 
vernor of Arkansas, and with all the other nomina- 
tions referred to by the Senator. To: carry on the 
machine of Government, it was the duty of the Pre- 
sident to nominate, whenever a vacancy occurred, 
But is that this case? Here is an office filled; and 
the Senator who proposes an election is himself 
going out of his seat in the Senate on the 31 of 
March next. I presume it will be sustained by ma- 
ny gentlemen in a precisely similar situation. Here 
is an election to be held, not to filla vacancy, for 
there is no vacancy, bat to anticipate now a va- 
eancy, which will not occur till a future and a dis- 
tantday. For what? for what? I put it to the can- 
dor of gentlemen—can they think that this is right? 
Of all the delicate relations which can subsist be- 
tween a public body like this and any of its offi- 
cers, that which it sustains to the printer of its do- 
euments is the most delicate. That is not at all like 
the cases referred to. Here has been a revolution, 
agreat civil revolution—peaceful, it is trae—but 
still a revolution; and now, jast at the last moment, 
when a repudiated Administration still holds pos- 
session of power, they propose, not for their own 
accommodation—for before the appointment takes 
practical effect they will be no longer in power— 
but simply because they have the naked power to 
do it, to force upon the succeeding administraticn an 


individual known to be abhorent to all the feelings of § 


their hearts, insomuch that nothing can be con- 
ceived more unacceptable to them than his oecupa- 
tion of that office. And this at the moment we are 
told, that all party animotities should cease, that 
we should forget that we have been opponents, and 
should part like brothers. Gentlemen who have 
held the Government for twelve long years, in this 
last agonized moment of departing power, make 
this attempt to force upon us, against all our feel- 
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ings, this their special favorite, their cherished pam- 
pered Government organ! It is under these cir- 
cumstances that I tell them, in my own name, and 
as far as I am acquainted with their sentiments, in 
the name of all my friends around me, that we 
should regard ourselves as recreant to our duty if 
we did not, the first moment we possess the power, 
turn him out, and put in his place a man more ac- 
ceptable to those who will then occuy these seats. 
And now, I give this timely notice to the gentle- 
man who presses this measure, to the individual 
proposed, and to all concerned, that no claims for 
damages may arise hereafter. 

Mr. KER gave his reasons for the vote he should 
give, at some length, and said that, having no ac- 
counts to settle for any past inconsistent vetes in 
relation to this matter, as some gentlemen seemed 
to have, he should record his vote, first, in favor 
of the amendment of his friend from Connecticut, 
to postpone the further consideration of the resolu- 
tion till the 4th day of March next, and then, if it 
became necessary, against the resolution itself; 
and, at the proper time, when, in his judgment, the 
convenience of this body, and justice and propriety, 
as they regard the rights of the new Senators soon 
to come in, shall require an election of a Printer, 
he should freely cast his vote for that individual 
on whom he might think proper to bestow his pre- 
ference. 

Mr. NORVELL said that he did not rise to par- 
ticipate in the debate or the merits of the question 
before the Senate. That branch of the subject had 
been exhausted. He rose to say, that the indica- 
tions which had appeared in the remarks of Sena- 
tors on the other side, in the progress of the pro- 
ceedings this morning, afforded a presage of their 
conduct, when they might come iato the adminis- 
tration, ia relation to the principle which they had 
so often and so long denounced, that “‘to the victors 
belong the spoils of office.” He had heard enough 
to satisfy him that they would act upon that maxim. 
He trusted that they would, as their friends had 
done in every State in which they had obtained a 
temporary ascendency, make a general change. 
He hope that they would sweep, as with a torna- 
do, every political opponent, every Democratic Re- 
publican, from office, from Maine to Georgia. 
They would thus demonstrate the insincerity of 
their professions. They would only carry out their 
practices, wherever they had obtained power, in 
opposition to their declarations when out-of power, 

Mr. PRESTON. Ihope not. I hope and be- 
lieve no such thing. It may do very well as com.. 
ing from that quarter; it is natural enough that they 
should hope we shall follow their example; but I 
have heard no such determination avowed; no 
such sentiment even hinted at. I protest against 
it; it is not Whig doctrine; the Administration 
coming into power reject and repupiate the infa- 
mous maxim that to the victors belong the spoils. 
The spoils?—whiat spoils? The spoils of our com- 
mon country? The spoils of our brethren and 
fellow-citizens?. Is the country a vanquished 
country? God forbid, I should as soon think of 
making spoil out of the possessions of. my own 
family. ‘Too long have we seen the principle acted 
upon all over the country; we come into power 
repudiating it from the very bottom of our hearts. 

Mr. Norvett. I hope so. 

The gentleman hopes so; just now he hoped not, 
Whatever bis hopes or his fears. may. be, our course 


| is independent of them, and will be shaped on far 


higher principles than those he has ascribed to us. 
Can any man object to the sentiment which the po- 
tential voice of my honorable friend from Kentuck 

—a voice that is the echo of patriotism and honor, 
has just made to ring through this hall? Why 


| shonid any one object to the doctrine that aman 


who is not. honest, nor capable, and who has 
prostituted the.power of his office to subserve 
the. purposes of party, and to interfere with 
the freedom of . elections, should ‘be turned 
out of the office he has abused? Is there 
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any thing in principles of justice or policy, any 
thing in the highest code of morals, to forbid 
this? Is this sweeping the land like a tornado? Is 
this practising on the principle-that to the victors 
belong the spoils? Did not the distinguished. per- 
son, who is to be advanced to the head of the Go- 
vernment, expressly take ground -against such a 
sentiment in a bill he introduced into Congress? 
Do not his sentiments stand recorded against it? 
We practise on a principle like that? No, sir, no; 
this system of proscription is itself to be proscribed. 
I stand os that ground: and so help me God, I will, 
so far as I am concerned, act upon it. = 1 believe 
those who are to be at the head of the Government 
have put themselve3 upon the same ground... ‘They. 
come into power, not to divide the spoils ofthe 
country among the members of a faction. “When. 
that principle is avowed and followed, we cease 
from that moment to be a Government and a-peo- 
ple: we pass into a conquered nation, and acon- 
quering faction, that seizes the power and the forms 
of Government only for the gratification of cupidi- 
ty and revenge. Never have I read in all the 
pages of political profligacy a sentiment se detesta~ 
ble as that the Senator has ascribed tous. Machia- 
vel himself never conceived so foul a maxim, or 
dared to avow it. The author of ‘The Prince” 
would blush to utter such a thought. o.oo, 
There ir, at the bottom. of all this, a principle 
which has entered, in some sort, into the action. of 
this Government: I mean the principle that public 
offices are not trusts held for the benefit of ‘the ‘pea-. 
ple, but mere mercenary rewards for political par- 
tisans, and that in bestowing them our eyeis to be 
directed only to the salary which aceompanies them. 
I reject the principle. I protest against it. I regard 
Office as a sacred trust, and the salary attached to 
the office as a mere incidental thing. I hold that, 
in appointing a man to office, it is not the interests 
of the man that are to be looked at, but those of 
the party for whose benefit the trust is conferred, 
namely, the people. I hold the opposite to be a 
mort dangerous principle, and, for one, I tell gen- 
tlemen in advance that I will oppose: the principle 
wherever I mest it. F shall resist and:denounce all 
giving of office as a political reward, or turning out 
of office for mere political opinion. -I admit that it 
may often be a very delicate task to decide in what 
case an in-Jividual holding office has acted impro- 
perly in the expression of his political opinions; 
when he has and when he has not transcended the 
line of his duty in mingling in the party strifes of 
the day. But I hold it to be a Whig doctrine, the 
doctrine on which General Harrison, as President 
of the United States, means te stand, that for mere: 
political op ‘nion no man is to be- proscribed,- -=-= 
In the present case, I would apply the doctrine 
avowed by the Senator from Kentucky, that when 
a man has abused the power derived from his of- 
fice, he should be turned ont of office. ` : 


And here let me say what I believe. It will be 
asked, in reference te those who hold office, whe- 
ther they have used the power of these offices for 
party purposes; if they have not, and are honest, 
capable, and faithful, they will not be disturbed. 

[Here several voices on the other side of the Se- 
nate were heard to say: “There is no such case— 
there never will be.”] 

I admit it may be difficult to decide. Alas for. 
poor, frail, fallen human nature! -Ir is hard to. 
judge a political opponent as we ourselves would be. 
judged. The strong feelings of the heart will steal. 
in.and bias the judgment, in a greater or à. less de-, 
gree. All that can be asked is, that we put our. 
selves on a sense of duty—that we endeavor to act 
justly; and then, when a man is shown tous to have. 
flagitiously departed from his duty as a public. of: 
ficer, and made himself a busy and-a-noisy parti- 
san, punish him by removing him. from ofice. “Ds. 
do not, however, precend toset upa standard: of., 


-conduct for my party. I know there: will be- mis- 


takes; mistakes will happen to the most upright, 
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Alf belaim is, that we shall act on principle, “not 
from passion. 

‘In the present case, the individual now employ- 
ed as'Printer to the Senate may be, on many ac- 
counts, peculiarly disagreeable to those who are 
soon to be a‘majority here; and letit be remember- 
ed that he isnot an cfficer of the Government at 
large, employed as a general servant of the public 
atlarge, but that he is our officer, to do our busi- 
ness. This is not-a-question of spoils; but it isa 
question whether we shall have for our own special 
agent a person agreeable to us. The question is, 
whether.a majority of to-day, who are to bẹ a mi- 
nority to-morrow, shall fix upon us a man who is 
known by them to be peculiarly disagreeable to us 
or whom he is appointed to ect? That is the 
fuestion; and I should think it is a question easily 
answered. I repudiate, as I have said, all idea of 
turniig a man out for mere opinion’s sake. Let 
nota hair of any man’s head be touched, say J, for 
the political notions which may lurk under it. 
Never, till he falls within the rule laid down by 
Jefferson—a rule which has now been avowed by: 
a voice which, as I believe, but embodies the will 
of the whole country—never let a finger be laid 
upon him. Ihere pledge myself never, in any 
case where my will or action may be concerned, to 
indulge in one jot or tittle of that most abominable 
principle charged upon us by the Senator from 
Michigan, that men are to be punished for opi- 
nion’s sake—that to the victors belong the spoils. 


Mr ANDERSON said, he rose for the purpose 
of throwing off the imputation which the gentle- 
man who had just taken his seat had chosen to cast, 
as he. understood him, upon the Republican party. 
He had but a word or two to make in reply; and 
he did this because, for himself, he was unwilling to 
have attributed to him, by implication or otherwise, 
sentiments he never enteriained. For his part he 
never wasan advocate of the policy of pro eripiion— 
and he held now the cpivions upon this subject he 
had always cherished. He was gratified to hear 
the gentleman from South Carolina say that he, 
too, was opposed to proscription, and that the pre- 
sent dominant party would enter upon their power 
in’ that spirit,and would carry eut no violence 
upon the publio feeling and sympathy of the coun 
try. He was pleased to hear him announce his 
opinion to be that honesty and capacity constituted 
the great and leading qualifications for office. He 
trusted that the ‘opposite party would remember 
these declarations, and would fairly abide by them. 
He understood the gentleman to impute to the Re- 
publican party the policy of Machiavel—and to 
make it as a charge upon the whole party, as had 
been often done before, that a solitary individual, 
then a member of this body, had declared in his 
Place, that to the victors belong the spo'ls.” For 
one, he repelled this imputation. He was neither 
an admirer of the maxims of Machiavel, nor the 
system of policy of Walpole, nor Richelieu; nor did 
he, for himself, nor did the party with which he had 
acted, as he believed, recognise the doctrine that 
to the victors belong the spoils. Ih was the desia- 
ration, he said, of a solitary individual, and had 
found no adoption with others, nor was it de- 
signed, as he always supposed, and understood, to 
be taken np in the literal and odious sense in 
which our political opponents have interpreted 
it for the publie ear, He did not pretend to under- 
stand the origin of the term, or the exact sense in 
which it was designed to be received; but he could 
well imagine that it might have grown out 
of the cla:sie recollections of the early read- 
ings of the speaker, and he might have re- 
ferred to if in the sense in which the spolia 
opima were bestowed upon that gallant Re- 
nian who was, as the victor, and distinguished by 
peculiar valor and prowess, under their ancient 
enstoms, entitled to what they esteemed the most 
honorable reward. For himself, he utterly rejected 
tie lmputations wich had been cast out; and he de- 
nied the pretended charge as to spoils, as being ap- 
plicable to those with whom he acted, to be true to 


any greaier extent, or in any other sense, than might - 


be ascribed to their opponents; and he would repeat 
that he was pleased to hear the gentleman de- 
nounce proscription, and he trusted that be 


he and his friends would abide by it, As to the 
$ å 
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question ‘before us'for the election of a Printer, he 
would say, if it was right. in eighteen hundred and 
thirty-five, when their opponents acted under the 


_existing regulation, and elecied their friends as 


Printers in advance, at the ciose of one Congress, 
for thenext, itis equally right now; and with this 
fact before him, and the usage ofthis body, he 
should vote for the resolution. — 

Mr. BENTON was happy to hear that gentlemen 
opposite disavowed a spirit of proscription; but the 
time was coming when action was to follow words. 
He assured the Senate that the doctrine, “to the 
victors belong. the spoils,” had never been known 
in Missouri except by rumor, and that during the 
administrations of General Jackson and Mr. Van 
Baren, the best offices had been held by persons 
who were in opposition to the Presidents under 
whom they served, and who expressed their senti- 
ments as freely as any body else. The post office 
of St. Louis was in the hards of a gentleman 
belonging to the Opposition party for four 
years under one of those Administrations, and 
when his period of service expired, instead of be- 
ing turned out, he was positively reappointed. 
Another held office eleven years under General 
Jackson and Mr. Van Buren, at the expiration of 
which time only was another person appoint- 
ed; and he [Mr. Benton] could assure honora 
ble Senators that when be had been applied to 
respecting the removal of persons from office 
by those who desired the appointments, his invari- 
able reply, whether by letter or word of mouth, 
was, “show me misconduct and then I will inter- 
fere.” There were several cases of re-appoint- 
ments by General Jackson in St. Louis of persons 
who were epposed to him in politics. In one case the 
incumbent died in his office, and then a person of 
different political principles was appointed. He 
could go onto give instance after instance, but he 
would mention but one. An Oppesition gentle- 
man holding an appointment in the Land Office, 
was found to be in default to the amount of a few 
thousand dollars—he came to him (Mr. Benton) 
and explained his position, and satisfied him 
ihat the money would be replaced promptly. He 
(Mr. Benton) wrole to the Secretary to ex- 
excuse the officer. He was excused— the mo- 
ney was put up,and he remained in his office 
until his time was out, and a gentleman of different 
politics was then put in, and occupied it for the four 
years succeding. This was the way they had act- 
ed. He denied that any officer had been removed,ex- 
cept for cause; and ifhonorable Senators would look 
at the removals, they would find as many on bne 
sidein politics, asthe other. And he would also 
say, that during the twelve years of Democratic 
administration, in the S ate of Missouri there had 
not been a dollarjost by a disburser of the public 
money to the Federal Government, and there had 
been from twenty to thirty millions disbursed 
there; nor was there a set of officers that were 
more entitled to the confdence of the country. He 
spoke for his own State, alone—other gentlemen 
could speak for theirs; and as gentlemen had un- 
dertaken to gain so much reputation in advance 
for the incoming Administration, he could not con- 
clude without saying, that the new Administration, 
on this subject, had only to copy after the old one; 
and if they did not do it, they should hear from 
him from the place which he then cecupied. 


Mr. NORVELL observed that the maxim, that 
“to the victors belonged the spoils of office,” was 
no maxim of his creation. It originated, years 
ago, in the East,in Massachusetts. It was quoted, 
in this body, by a distinguished Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Marcy.] And, when announced by 
him, ithad been made the subject of bitter vitupe- 
ration ever since by the party to which the honora- 
ble Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] 
belonged. But, profligate as the maxim might 
have been, that party had adopted and carried it 
out in every quarierin which they had obtained 
power. He believed that the new Federal Admi- 
nistration of this Government would follow the ex- 
ample. He had that day heard enough to satisfy 
him of that fact. Ifan honest, capable, and faith- 
ful Democrat could be found, who had taken no part 
in elections, such a man might be saved! This was 
the principle announced to the Senate this morn- 


‘new Administration ! 


ing. Why, sir, who that was worthy of office 
would be left’ in. office on this principle? Public 
officers might, forsooth, entertain feelings and opi- 
nions in their own hearts with impunity; but if 
they breathed them to others, they at once came 
under the proscriptive principle laid down for the 
The “spoils of victory” 
maxim was merciful compared with this despotism 
over the mind, proposed as the rule of action for 
the triumphant party coming into power. When, 
in an under tone, he had, while the Senator 
from South Carolina was. upon the floor, said 
that he “hoped so,” he meant that he hoped that 
the Senator would adhere to his promise, that he 
would denounce the spoi's maxim here and here- 
after, come from what quarter it might. We shall 
see. The Senator had alluded to the bill brought in 
the session before the last by the Senator from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Critrenpen] to prevent office 
holders from interfering in elections. He had said 
that that bill contained the doctrine of his party. 
The honorable gentleman was mistaken. Upon 
the final vote on that bill, only five of his Whig 
friends voted for it. The others retired from the 
vote. Again, sir, for twelve years, that party had 
been engagedin denunciations, loud and deep, of 
the practice of appointing members of Congress to 
office. And what have we seen even in anticipa- 
tion of their possession of power? Several mem- 
bers of Congress have already been announced as 
Cabinet appointments determined upon, and others 
rumored as probable appointments for diplomatic 
stations! These things manifest the sincerity of 
the professions of the party coming into power on 
the subject. ! 


Mr. BUCHANAN said that the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Cray] first, and after him the Se- 
nator from South Carolina, [Mr. Pareston,] had 
so clearly pointed ont what would be the course 
of the next Administration in regard to removals 
from office, that doubt or difficul y on this question 
could no longer embarrass the public mind. This 
distinet annunciation of Whig principles, proceed- 
ing,as it did, from such commanding authority, 
would instantly relieve the anxious minds of a 
very large number of office holders. According to 
the avowal of the two distinguished Senators, the 
inquiries respecting each man now in office would 
be, was he honest?—was he capable?—-was he faith- 
fulj—and had he abused his official trustin pro- 
moting the re-election of Mr. Van Buren? If his 
past conduct had been such as would enable hint 
to endure the application of these ‘several tesis 
without injury; then he would be retained. On the 
other hand, if it should be established that any of- 
ficer was either dishonest, or unfaithful, or incapa- 
ble, er had brought the influence of his office into 
collision with the freedom of elections, we should 
be very captions, indeed, if we were to complain 
of his removal. ; 

A suspicious man might, until this auspi- 
cious day, have apprehended that an extensive 
latitude would te taken in construing what was 
meant by the abuse of office for e‘ectioneering pur- 
poses; but the Senator from South Carolina had 
also been clear and explicit upon this subject. He 
had declared, in the strongest terms, that an office 
holder, Jike all other citizens, had a right to express 
his opinion and to give bis vote according to the 
dictates of his own judgment; and if he had cone 
fined himself to the exercise of these constitutional 
priveleges, he would be in no danger of removal. 
To use his own strong languege, he had proclaimed 
it to be a cardinal doctrine of the Whig faith, that 
proscriplion must be proscribed. 

This liberal doctrine would save from proserip- 
tion all our foreign ministers and other diplomatie 
agents who had been absent from the country dur- 
ing the late struggle: but he (Mec. B.) could hardly 
expect so much generosity even from the Whigs. 
These were essentially political offices, and we 
could not complain if they should be filled by indi- 
viduals enjoying the entire confidence of the new 
Administration. He would not, therefore, hold his 
friends on this side of the House to such a strict 
construction of their pwn principle as would pre- 
vent them from making any changes in our diplo- 
matic corps. There was, however, another nume- . 


rous class of foreign agents, (he referred to our 


consuls,) which, he rejoiced to say, would all be 
protected from proscription, both by the letter and 
spirit of the rule. He had himself received some 
letters from individuals of this class, expressing 
strong apprehensions lest they might be removed 
from office; and he had not ventured to give any of 
them much encouragement. He could now teil 
them that they might dismiss their fears—nay, that 
they might even dispel their doub:s—if they had 
had been honest, faithful, and capable. From their 
residence abroad, and from the purely commercial 
nature of their duties, it was almost impossible that 
they could have abused their official trusts in pro- 
moting the re-election of Mr. Van Buren. These 
useful public servants, then, who were seaitered 
over every civilized country on the face of the 
earth, and who had been engaged in iheir appropri- 
ate duty of aiding and protecting our foreign com- 
merce, would all be safe under the tolerant sway 
of thenew Whig Administration. 

There was another class of officers, if offic-rs 
they might be called—he meant the clerks in the 
different Depariments—who would sleep sounder 
to-night than they had done since the result of ihe 
Presidential election was known. ‘Their condition 
was most dependent and piiab'e; and many 
mothers, wives, and daughters, had spent anxious 
days and sleepless nights in dread, lest their sons, 
or husbands, or fathers, might be removed from 
office, and their families be thus deprived of the 
means of subsistence. Let them now cheer up 
and restin perfect seeunty. All was safe. The 
disfranchisement of these clerks would prove to be 
their best security. Trey could not by possibility 
have voted for Mr, Van Buren, and the expression 
of their opinion in favor of bis re-election would 
never cause their removal. Nobody ever heard of 
a mere clerk’s appointment, in this disfranchised 
District, being abused and brought into confi ct 
with the freedom of elections, Sneh an idea would 
be ridiculous.’ Now he must coafess that he him- 
self had hitherto entertained an apprehension lest 
such cleiks as had expressed their opinion in favor 
of the re-election of Mr. Van Buren, and against 
that of General Harrison, might be removed for 
this cause; but he was now happy thus publicly to 
acknowledge his mistake. T 

By the multitude of ofice-holders throughout the 
Union, ‘‘the potential voice” of the two Senators 
would be heard with delight. For his own part, he 
had.been chiefy anxious about the fate ofa worhy 
and respectable widow lady, who was postmaster 
in the city where he resided. Gentlemen might 
smile, but postmaster was the word; and an excel- 
lent postmaster she was. This lady was the only 
relic which remained of the olden time, when no 
rule existed to prevent ladies from being appointed 
postmasters. Her last companion had been a re- 
spectable lady wh» was postmaster at Georgetown; 
buteven this companion had recently deserted her, 
and got married. She was, therefore, left solitary 
and alone, being the only female in the United 
States who now held a post office whose emolu- 
ments exceeded one thousand dollars, and who, 
under the lawof 1836, had received her appointment 
from the President and Senate. Even this old lady 
became apprebensive, from the Whig movements 
around her, that she might not be permitted to 
serve. out her term cf office. He had-told her 
not to be uneasy— that General Harison had 
too much gallantry to remove her, what- 
ever might be the fate of other effice-holders. 
These, assurances he had venter:d to give ou the 
merit of her own claims, which he had thought 
would constitute an exception frim what he then 
believed wouid be the geseral rule. Sbe micht 
now rest doubly satisfied that she was in no dan- 
ger, because there would be no proseription for 
mere opinion’s sake any where, and nobody woald 
pretend that this old lady had ever entered the field, 
armed with ber official influence, either to defend 
Mr. Van Buren or to attack Gen. Harrison. 

Tt was greatly to be r- gre'ted that the two Sena- 
tors had not, at an earlier per'ot, more distineily 
avowed their horrer of proscription, This might 
have saved their friends in different portions of the 
Union from much unnecessary trouble and exp nee. 
Thegeneral, though mistaken imorcs-ion in hisState, 
had been that the political iriends of Mr. Van Bu- 
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ren would be removed, and that the Whigs, who 
had borne the heat and burden of the contes’, would 
be rewarded with their places. ‘Fhis erroneous ia- 
pression was not conficed to Pennsylvania, bet had 
certainly extended io New York, as he had secent- 
ly received a letter froma town in thal State, and 
that not a very large une either, informing him that 
there were twenty applicants for the post office 


there—all straggling to obtain subscribers, and all . 


ready to rush to Washington to attend the inaugu- 
ration. These gentiemen could not have known 
that the system of rewards and puni-hments was 
abolished forever, and that we were now soon to be 
blessed with a political millenium. 

The virtue of the Senators would be violently 
assailed; and if it were capable of yielding to im- 
poriunity, we might dread the result. When Gene- 
ral Jackson first csme into power, the applicants 
for office were more numerous than he had ever 
expected to witness; but, from what he had heard, 
the rush for office here on the fourth of March next, 
would greatly surpass any thing which had ever 
been seen before. Numerous as had been the indi- 
viduals anxious to obtain office on the accession of 
General Jackson, he would venture to predict that 
there would be, in the city of Washisgton, on the 
day cof General Harrison’s inauguration, at least 
double that number of patriotic Whigs, ready to 
rush into the service of thcir country, and seize 
upon official stations. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Huntina- 
TON’s motion to postpone, and nega ived—yeas 19, 
nays 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Graham, Henderson, Huntingtcn, 
Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Ruggles, Southard, Tailmadg:, Webster, and 
White—19. 

NAYsS—Mersrs, Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay ef Alatama, Cu hbert, Fui- 
ton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Reane, Se- 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Wall, Williams, Wrizht, and Young—26. 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and it was passed in the following words: 

Resolved, That the Senate will, on Saturday next, 
at one o’clock, proceed to the election of a Public 
Printer for the Senate for the Twenty-seventh Con- 
gress. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky then moved to take up 
his resoiution for the repeal of the Independent 
Treasury bill; which was agreed to—ayes 23, noes 
22, as foliows: 

YHAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Graham, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, Huntington, Ker, Knight, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, 
Sou'hard, Tallmadge, Webster, White, and Wright 
—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Calhoun 
Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Lina, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, Norvell, 
Pierce, Reane, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and Young—22. 

Mr. CLAY cf Kentucky said he had no inten- 
tion of pressing a vote on the resolution to-night, 
and would therefore move an adjournment. 

Several Senators expressed a wish that the ques- 
tion misht be disposed of this evening, but the mo- 
tion for adjournment was  carried—-ayes 22, 
noes 12, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, Februrry 19, 13414. 

As scon as the joarnal had brea read, 

Mr. HOLMES cf South Caroling rose, and ob- 
serv-d that as he had not the honor of kearins the 
speech of the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Sraxiy] on last evening, he desired to ask that 
gentleman a question. (Mr. Sranty had aitacked 
in a very unceremonious way the report and resolu- 
tiers of the Committee on Federal Relations ia the 
Logislature of South Carolina, and which were 
recently presented to the House ) 

Mr. STANLY objected to it, unless an ospor- 


u nity should be afforded to all other gentleman” 


who might wish to explain. 


a a EEE 
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Mr. HOLMES was understood to appeal to the. 
courtesy of the gentleman from North Carolina to, | 
withdraw his objeciion. He (Mr. H.) did norin: 
tend to enter into any argument on the subject, - 
but merely to ask a simple courteous question... 

Mr. STANLY persisted in his objection, and.” 
desired the gentleman to wait until, the House 
should go again into Committee of the: Whole, 
when any remark he might wish to make would 
be in order. : 

Some discussion of a conversational characler 
here arose, during which Mr. CAMPBELL of 
S>uth Carolina rove, and hoped his colleague (Mr. 
Homes] would net notice any remarks the gen- 
Heman from North Carolina [Mr. STANLY] had 
made against their Siate. For, however puissant 
the member from North Carolina might deem bhim- 
self, he, Mr. C. would assure him that his arm was 
ioo short to reach South Carolina. Mr. G, hoped. 

hat his colleague [Mr. Hotmes]} would never no- 
tire any thing the member might say egainst South. 
Carolina, but to adopt the course he, Mr. C. had 
resolved to do, viz: to treat the member, whenever 
he spoke against that Siate, with silent contempt. ` 

Mr. STANLY rose, and holding out his arm,” 
said it was long enovgh to reach any gentleman in 
tie House, or words to that eff ct. É 

Much confusion here arose, with considerable 
laughter, and it was with some diflisuliy that the 
Curar succeeded in restoring order, eines 

T'he SPEAKER stated that the question. before. 
‘he House was the motion made by Mr, Eastman 
last night, (and during the pendency of. which the 
House adj-urned,) to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of going into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and taking up the bill to 
extend, for five years, the act approved July 7, 
1838, “granting half-pay and pensions to certain 
widows.” : 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON ssked Mr. East. 
men to withdraw his motion, toenab'e him to re-s 
porta bil from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
in conformity with the resolution of the House of. 
the 17h instant, instructing that committee to` re- 
port a bill making the necessary appropriations for 
fortifications, naval armaments, and other necessa-_ 
ry preparations to place the country ia a ‘proper 
siate of defence. 

But Mr. EASTMAN refusing, ; 
The question was then taken by yeas and. nays, 
on suspending the roles, and it was decided in the 

affirmative—yeas 106, nays 42. 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whels on the state of the Union, (Mr. Evans, 
in the chair,) on said bill; which was read, as 
follows: 


A BILL to extend, for five years, the act approved 
July seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 
“granting half pay and pensions to certain wis 
dows. . 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the “Act granting half-pay 
and pensions to certain widows, approved July. 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, be, and 
the same is hereby, extended and declared to be in 
full force for aad during the term of five years 
from and afier the fourth. day of March, eighteen 
uundred and forty-one; and the widows alreadly pen- 
sioned under said act, shall receive for ani during 
said five years, the same annuity or pension that 
they now receive by virtue of said act. ; 

Sec 2. And be ii further enacted, That the mar- 
riage of the widow, after the death ofhet husband, 
for whose services she claims a pension under said 
act, sball ke no bar to the claim of such: widow 
to the benefit of said act, she being: a widow at 
the time she makes application for such p.nsicn, 

Suc. 3. And bz it further enacted, That the widows 
of such officers and soldiers as have died since the 
passage of said act, or,shall hereafter die, and the 
widows of such cflicers and soldiers as have died 
since the passage of the act of Jaly fourth, eigh- 
teen hund.ed thirty-six, granticg half pay to wi- 
dows and orphans in cettain cases, shall be entitled 
to pensions under said acs respectively, they be- 
ing otherwise. enlithd thereto, and widows at the 
time application for a pension is made. pra 

' Mr. EASTMAN biiefy recapitolated: the:pra; 
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visions of the bill; and concluded by saying that the 
question of pensions for Revolutionary services 
‘was well understood by the country, and it was not 
necessary to go into a history of the subject at the 
present time. He therefore hoped the bill would 
be passed without debate. 

After some remarks by Messrs. HAND, STAN- 
LY, and MORGAN, 

Mr. PROFEIT moved that the committee rise 
and report the bill to the House; but the motion was 
not seconded. ; 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out the 
first two sections, after the enacting clause, and 
insert as follows: ` 

“That the widows of such officers and soldiers 
as have died since the passage of the act entitled 
sAn act granting half-pay and pensions to certain 
widows,” approved July 7, 1838, or shall hereafter 
die, and the widows of such officers and soldiers as 
have died since the passage of the act of July 4, 
1836, granting haif-pay to widows or orphans in 
certain cases, shall be entitled to pensions under 
said acts respectively, they being otherwise entitled 
therete; and a second marriage shall be no bar to 
granting a pension to any widow of a Revolution- 
ary officer or soldier, she being a widow at the time 
of her application.” 

Mr. PECK submitted the following amendment: 

“Strike out, in section 1, last line, the words ‘that 
they now receive,’ and insert ‘to which they were 
now entitled?” 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
MONROE, TILLINGHAST. PETRIKIN, W. 
‘THOMPSON, REED, and JONES of Virginia. 

Mr. PICKENS protested against the passage of 
the bill, involving so great an amount of money, 
without proper estimates. Where were the docu- 
ments on whieh they were to found their legisla- 
tion? He hoped the committee would not act on 
such loose estimates. Could gentleman be aware 
of the consequences which would arise from this 
large system of pensions. Were they prepared at 
this late period of the session to go blindfolded into 
a ineasure, drawing upwards of two millions and 
ahbalf from the Treasury. For his part he would 
not act upon so important asubject, without proper 
and correct information. 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. P. alluded to 
the speech of Mr. Sranzy on last evening, and inti- 
mated that he, Mr. P.would have to excercise proper 
caution, or he would have the misfortune to draw 
down upon himselfithe anger of that vindictive gen- 
teman. And for fear of falling under that gentle- 
man’s puny arm, he would refrain from saying 
what he intended. Alluding to the 
of Mr. Sranzy on the resolutions of the Legislature 
of South Carolina, Mr. P. intimated that the mem- 
ber had shot his dreaded arrows at South Carolina 
with about as much effect as the savage who let 
fy his arrows atthe sun. Tbe member had bran- 
dished his battle-axe like Richard, and strode over 
the whole country, dealing vengeance around. The 
course of the member forcibly reminded him of the 
nursery rhyme: 

“Who shot cock robin? 
J, said the sparrow, 
With my bow and arrow, 
Tshot cock robin.” 

Mr. STANLY replied, and in the course of his 
remarks, expressed his conviction that his “pigmy 
arm” was strong enough to kill a dozen such cock 
robins as Mr. PICKENS. 

After some remarks by Mr. BRIGGS, 

The question was taken on agreeing to the 
amendment submitted by Mr. Pecs, and decided 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, after calling the attention 
of the committee to the nature of the amendment 
which he had submitted, gave way to 

Mr. HAND, to propos? an amendment viz: in 
the eighth line, first section, after the words “alrea- 
dy pensioned” the words “or that may hereafter 
be pensioned;” and 

‘The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. DAVIES of Pennsylvania expressed him- 
self briefly in favor of the bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved te insert afier the 
words “such officers and soldiers,” the words “of 
jhe Reyolution; "which amendment was adopted. 
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attack |; 


The question was then taken, by tellers, on’ Mr. 
Unperwoop’s amendment, and decided in the ne- 
gative—ayes 61, noes 89. f 

Mr. HOPKINS submitted the following amend- 
ment, viz: 

“Be it enacted, That the provisions of the act 
approved 7th June, 1832, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to the act for the relief of certain surviving 
officers and soldiers of the Revolution,” be and the 
same are-hereby extended so as to embrace all those 
officers and soldiers, spies, and rangers, who, 
under one or more engagements, shall have served 
fora termof three months or upwards in the wars 
against the Indian tribes at any time previous to 
the treaty of Greenville, in the year 1795; and on 
application at the proper Department, and proof 
thereof, they shall be entitled to have their names 
placed on the pension roll.” . 

Messrs. HOPKINS, HAND, JOHNSON of Vir- 
gini: and HALL, severally addressed the commit- 


tee; and 

The question on the amendment was put, and 
negatived—ayes 43, noes 83 

Mr. CRABB offered the following amendment; 
which was adopted: 

Sec. —. And be if further enacted, That the act 
entitled “An act directing the transfer of money 
unclaimed by certain pensieners, and authoriz ng 
the payment of the same at the Treasury of the 
United States,” approved April 6, 1838, be, and 
the same is bereby, repealed. - 

Mr. GRAVES submitted the following amend- 
ment, which was read, as follows: 

Be it further enacted, That the widows and chil- 
dren of officers of the army and navy of the United 
States, who may have died of wounds received in 
the service of the country, but who may have left 
the service previously to their death, shall be enti- 
tled to the same pension as though they had been in 
the service at the time of their death. 

Mr. GRAVES briefly advocated the amendment, 
and Mr. HAND opposed it. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and dec:ded in the negative. 


follows: 

Be tt further enacted, That Mary Barney, widow 
of Commodore Barney, shall receive during her 
life, the same pension which she has been in the 
receipt of up to the discontinuance of her late pen- 
sion. 

The question was then taken, but no quorum 
voting, 

And it being now half past 2 o’clock, 

The House took a recess until 4 o'clock, p. m. 


Mr. EVANS, who was in the chair this morning 
during the debate between Messrs. Pickens and 
Stawzy, on leave recapitulated the ciscumstances 
under which the debate took place, with a view of 
correcting any misunderstanding between the par- 
ties. He, Mr. E. had not called the genileman 
from South Carolina to order, because he un- 
derstood him as referring to the arguments 
of the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
STaNLY,) and as intending no personal application. 
This the gentleman from South Carolma had of 
course a rightto do, as tbe arguments of every 
gentleman wereopen to a‘tack. But he, Mr, E. 
believed that the gentleman from North Carolina 
had misconceived the object of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, and appeared to have understood 
the language as intended to apply personally, in- 
stead of to the argument. 

Mr. E. then appealed to Mr. Pickens, whether 
he had not taken a correct view of the case. 

Mr. PICKENS on being thus appealed to, said, 
in substance, that he had indulged in ridicule freely, 
but within the limits of parliamentary usage, and 
he had no hesitation in saying that the ridicnle was 
intended to apply solely to the arguments of the 
gentleman. 

On a similar appeal being made by Mr. EVANS 
to Mr. Sranty, the latter observed, in substance, 
that, at the time, he was disposed to think the strong 
language of the gentleman from South Carolina 
as something more than ridicule; but as the gentle- 
man had disclaimed any personal allusion, he [Mr. 
S.] was willing to take the remarks as they were 


Mr. GRAVES submitted another amendment, as * 


intended, and -wished his language in reply to be 


understood in like manner. 
[Evenina Sxssion.] 

After the recess— 

The bill for extending the act granting pensions 
to certain widows and orphans, being under consi- 
deration in Commmittee of the Whcele, 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Graves, and it was agreed to. 

Mr, EASTMAN submitted a further amend- 
ment merely to prevent a misconception as to the 
meaning of a portion of the bill, which amendment 
was concurred in. 

There being no farther amendments propesed, 
the committee rose and reported the bill, as amend- 
ed to the Eicuse, i 

And the question being on agreeing with the 
several amendments by the Committee of the 
Whole, was put and decided in the 2firmative. 

So the amendments were concurred in. 

The bill as amended, was then ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

And the bill having been read a third time, 

The question recurred upon its passage. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and being taken were as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, Ander- 
son, Andrews, Atherton, Baker, Beatty, Black- 
well, Boardman, Briggs, Brockway, Burke, Car- 
roll, Casey, Crinn, Chittenden, Clifford, William 
R. Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, Davee, Edward 
Davies, John Davis, Garrett Davis, Dickerson, 
Doan, Doe, Ear), Exstman, Edwards, Ely, Evans, 
Everett, Fillmore, Fine, Floyd, Fornance, Gal- 
braith, Gates, Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 
Granger, Graves, Hail, Hammond, Hand, Jeha 
Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, 
Hunt, James, Keim, Kempshall, Kile, Lane, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, Mc- 
Carty, McClellan, McClure, McCualloch,M.Mallory, 
Mason, Medill, Monroe, Montanya, Moore, Nay- 
lor, Newhard, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Peck, Randall, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, 
Ridgway; Edward Rogers, Russell, Sergeant, 
Shaw, Simonton, John Smith, Truman Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, John B. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trombull, Van- 
derpoel, David D. Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, 
Weller, John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Thomas W. Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, and Christopher H. Williams— 112. 


WAYS-—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, 
Banks, Beirne, Bleck, Brewster, Sampzon H. 
Butler, Connor, Mark A. Cocper, Crabb, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Dromgoole, Fisher, Gentry, Haber- 
sham, Hawkins, Holt, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jack- 
son, Jameson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Lucas, McKay, F. Mallory, Miller, Morrow, Nisbet, 
Pickens, Rhett, Rives, James Rogers, Samuels, 
Shepard, Stanly, Sumter, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, Underwood, and Warren—42, 

So the bill passed. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana asked the general con- 
sent of the House to permit him to lay before the 
House a number of joint resolutions and memorials 
which he had been for a long time receiving from 
his Legislature on a variety of subjects. 

It was objected to by Mr. RUSSELL of New 
York. 

Mr. SMITH then moved to suspend the rules 
for leave, but was ruled out of order by the 
SPEAKER. f 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
House then resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whoie on the state of the Union, and resumed the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government 
for 1841. 

The question pending was ox the motion of Mr. 
a to strike out the enacting clause of the 

ill. 

Mr. RHETT being entitled to the floor, spoke at 
great length. His remarks will appear hereafter. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. next obtained the floor; but 
gave way fora motion that the committee rise; 
which prevailed. 
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The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
following communications, viz: > 

L A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House, of the 19th ult. statements showing a com- 
parative view of the average cost of the army 
proper, for each individual, taking the aggregate of 
the officers, professors of the Military Academy, 
cadets, and enlisted men in the cervice of the 
United States for the year 1837, 1838, 1839, and 
1840, for subsistnce to soltiers, clothing, and 
quartermasters and medical stores, and other ar- 
ticles embraced under the general character of sup- 
plies for the army not fixed by law, &c. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

IL. A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting in obedience to a resolution of the House 
passed the 25th of May, 1840, reports ofthe Pay- 
master General, Adjutant General, Commissary 
General of Subsistence,and Quartermaster General, 
together with documents in relation to the claims 
of the Territory of Iowa for the expenses of a 
pottion of the militia of said Territory, called into 
service during the autuma of 1839. 

g Referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
‘airs. 

IE. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting the annual report of the Colonel of Ord- 
nance, with a statement showing the expenses of 
the national armories, and of the arms, &c. made 
therein during the year ending Sept. 30, 1840. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

IV. A letter from the Commissioner of Patents, 
tsansmitting, in obedience to the act “fto promote 
the useful arts,” his annual report. 

Referred to the Committee on Patents. 

And then, al ten minutes past 7 o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, February 20, 1841. 


The VICE PRESIDENT submitied a report 
from the Secretary of War, in compliance. with a 
resolution of the Senate of the 24 instant, in rela- 
tion to the suspension of payments under treaty 
with the Stockbridge and Munsee Indians; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY ef Alabama presented a memorial 
of citizens of Morgan- county, Alabama, praying 
the passage of a general bankrupt law; which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of a number 
of the citizens of Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa, pray» 
ing the establishment of a mail route; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial of a 
number of the citizens of Maine, praying the en- 
actment of a bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the memorial of Susan 
Dougherty; which was referred to the Commi'tec on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. ANDERSON submitted the followieg reso- 
lution, which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 
cate to the Senate the number of claims filed before 
the Board of Commissioners under the Cherokee 
treaty of 1835, °6, fer compensation under said 
treaty for reservations taken by the claimants or 
their ancestors, under the Cherokee treaties of 1817 
and 1819; the names cf the claimants, and the 
amount claimed for each reservation; the number 
of reservolian claims allowed by the Board; the 
amounts severally awarded, the aggregate thereof, 
and the names of the claimants to whom awarded; 
the number.of reservation claims rejected by the 
Board; the amoants severally claimed, the aggre- 
gate thereof, and the names of the claimants. Also, 
the number of reservations registered for under said 
treaties of 1817 and 1819.. That he also communi- 
cate how much of the three hundred thousand dol- 
jars appropriated under the third supplemental arti- 
cle of the treaty of 1835, °6, for the satisfaction of 
reservation claims, has been applied to that object, 
and how much of said fund remains unexpended; 
whether, in his opinion, any, and what, reservation 


or other claims rejected by the Board of Commis- 


sioners are, from the evidence on file, within the 
equity of the provisions of the treaty of 1835, ’6. 

Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following motion; 
which was considered and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State inform the 

: Senate what progress has been made in the comple- 
ion of the census of 1840; whether the work, or 
any part of it, has yet been placed in the hands of 
the printer to Congress, as required by the laws; 
and whether the printed abstracts may be expected 
to be laid before Congress during its present ses- 
sion. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolutions, 
which were considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Har- 
risonville, south, to Charlottesville, on the south 
side of Merriderine river, fifteen miles above the 
Harmony mission, in the State of Missouri. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of extending the mait route from Little 
Osage along the western line of the State of Mis- 
suri, so as to intersect the route terminating at 
Clemmons’s office in Jasper county, fifty-five miles. 

The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. PHELPs, wasconsidered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform the Senate whether any money 
has been paid from the Treasury of the United 
States to any person whose nam> is included ina 
list of balances standing on the books of the Trea- 


sury, which have remained unsettled by receivers . 


of public moneys more than three years prior to 
the 30th September, 1839; and if any money has 
been paid to any such receivers, to whom, with the 
amount and date of each payment; and, also, when 
the sums constituting.such balances against any re- 
ceiver were severally received by him, if there be 
such information, and if not, when such balances 
were reported against such receivers upon the books 
of that Department. 

Mr. NORVELL moved to take up the resolu: 
tion relative to the admission of ladies to the privi- 
leged seats on the door of the Senate, which was 
laid on the table on Thursday. The motion weas 
disagreed to—ayes 17, noes 26. 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the biil authorizing the erection 
of certain light-houses and light-boats, and the es- 
tablishment of certain buoys and beacon lights, and 
after various amendments had been adopted, it was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the House bill further to con- 
tinue in force the act for the payment of horses and 
other property lcst in the military service of the 
United States; and it was ordered to a third read- 
ing, and then read a third time, and passed. 

The House bill to extend for five years the act, 
approved July. 7, 1838, grantivg half” pay and pen- 
sions to certain widows, was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee cn Pensions. 

The bill to provide for the allowance of invalid 
pensions to certain Cherokee warriors, under the 
provisions of the fourteenth article of the treaty of 
1835; end 

The bill for the relief of Jobn McLeod; were 
severally considered as in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

The Honse bill concerning navy pensions and 
half pay, was taken up, and after various amend- 
ments had been adopted, it was, on motion of Mr. 
WALKER, laid on the table for the present. 

The Senate then, in pursuance to the order of 
yesterday, proceeded to the 

ELECTION OF PRINTER. 

Mr. MANGUM announced his intention of not 
voting. 

The ballots having been counted, the VICE 
PRESIDENT announced the result as fullows: 

For Bua and RIVES, 26 

F. P. BLAR, 1 

So Brain and Rives were declared to be duly 
elected Printers of the Senate for the 27th Con- 
gress, 


(Mr. Nicuotson (Dem.) and Mr. Bares (Fed.) 
were absent when the vote was taken] = 2. iux 
REPEAL OF THE INDEPENDENT. TREASURY: 9.) 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Crayjof Ken» 
tucky for the repeal of the Independent Treasury ` 
law, with the amendment proposed by. AZLEN, Was 
taken up, and Mr. CLAY addressed thé Senate in 
favor of its adoption. 4 j pees 

_ Mr. ALLEN, after a few aut explana- 
tion of the motion he was about. to make, moved 
to lay the whole subject on the table,“but withdrew 
it at the request of i 

Mr. CLAY, who briefly replied to Mr. ALLEN. 

Mr. WILLIAMS and Mr. WALKER followed, 
assigning their reasons for the votes they were about 
to give. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, that the yeas and nays 
having been ordered, and as the resolutions of his 
State, which it bceame his duty to present -to the 
Senate a few days since, had reference to the ques- 
tion to be voted upon, he deemed it his duty to say 
something before recording the vote which he should 
give. The resolution now under consideration, in- 
structs the Committee on Finance to bring in a bill 
to repeal the act passed last year, called the Inde- 
pendent Treasury bill; and it wall be recollected 
that one of the resolutions passed by the Legisla- 
ture of Maine, now in session, declares, “that the 
act of Congress in relation to the collection, keep- 
ing, and disbursing the pudlie money, approved on 
the 4th of July Jast, commonly denominated the 
Independent, or Sub Treasury act; was uncalled 
for by the people, and is against the genius of our 
free institutions, tending to substitute a metallic for 
our. present mixed currency, and ought forthwith 
to be repealed;” and another resolution 1s, “that the 
honorable Revel Williams, previous to his election 
to the Senate of the United States, having declared 
and published that it is the duty of the elected to 
carry into effect the will of bis constituents, if. he 
is instructed what that will is, or resign his trust 
we, therefore, hereby instruct him that the forego- 
ing resolutions express the will of his constituents.” 
Intending to obey the instructions of the .Legisla- 
ture, when given as such, or resign his trust, Mr. 
W. said the question was, whether or not the reso- 
lutions of his State were instructions. to. him how 
he should vote upon. this or any other of the -sub- 
jects named in the resolutions. Some one should 
be responsible to the people for every vote given by 
a Senator upon this floor, and that responsibility 
should not be uncertain, or the subject of contest be- 
tween the Senator and the Legislature, if it 
should happen that the vote should | prove 
wrong or adverse to the public good. A, 
Senator must be held responsible to his. con- 
stituents and to his country for all votes: may 
give, valess he can say and prove that he gives the 
vote under the instructions of his Legislature, and 
in such case the vote so given is, virtually, not his 
vo'e, but the vote of the Legislature; £ which case 
the responsibility attending it is upon tbe Legisla- 
ture, and they are responsible to the people for it, 
and not the Senator. In this view of the case, 
Mr. W. said he could not regard the resolutions of 
his Legislatare as instructing him how to vote upon 
this or any of the subjects named in them, and he 
was confirmed in this be`ief that they were not such 
instructions as would change the responsibility of 
the votes be might give, from himself to the Legisia- 
ture, by the opinion of those in whose judgment he 
had great confidence. If, said Mr. W. the Legis- 
lature of his State desired kim to. vote for. ot 
against any measure, it was only for them.to. say 
so, in terms not liable to dispute or question, and 
he would cbgy or resign. - He only wished the in- 
structions to be in such language as would autho- 
rize him to say, now and bereafter, that the votes he 
should give under instructions, were: the votes di- 
rected by his Legislature, and for which they, and not 
he, were responsible to their common masters. — 

Are the resolutions of the Legislature of Maine, 
then, to be regarded: as such instructions as would 
make the Legislature. responsible to the people of 
Maine for any consequences which may result 
from the adoption of the various measures they 
recommend? Did the majority of the Legislature 
which passed the resolutions contemplate orin; 


|] tend tc assume any sucy responsibility?’ He thought 
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not, »bécause iú terms they are not such, and he 
had seen in the reports of the proceedings of that 
Legislature, while the resolutions were “under con- 
sideration, that the same majority which passed 
them,-refused, by a vete, taken by ayes and noes, 
to adopt an amendment then proposed to precele 
the words ‘the honorable” in these words: “believ- 
ing the doctrines of instructions to be founded in 
sound sense’ and enlightened reason, and holding 
firmly to the opinion that it is the duty of the elected 
to obey the will of the electors, or eise to resign the 
trust confided to his care.” Again, if the majority 
jatended to-instract, and to male themselves re- 
sponsible for-votes given in conformity with the 
resolutions, why did they not do itin terms not 
liable to misconception or dispute? Why “instrost 
him that the foregoing resolutions express the will of 
his constituents,” and nothing more? Suppose (said 
Mr. W.) his vote should be given in accorda- ce 
with what the Legislature declare to be the will of 
his. constituents, and it should prove that such was 
not the will of his constituents, or that ruinous con- 
sequences should result from such a vote; and upon 
being called to account for thus voting, he should 
attempt to screen himself from the responsibility of 
the vote, and cast it upon the Legislature of his 
State, could he do i? Might not the majority well 
say that by the resolutions they meant to instruct 
him what they considered and held to be the will 
of his constituents, and then leave him te act upon 
his own responsibility? and that they had no idea 
of responsibility further than to express their cpi- 
nion of the will of hi: constituents? 

But, con'inued Mr. W. it ma; be said that, al- 
though the Legislature had not instructed, or in- 
tended to instruct him, in such manner as to make 
them responsible for the votes he might give pursu- 
ant to their reaolutions, still it was his duty to obey 
or resign, in consequence of his answers to certain 
questions published near the time of his first elce- 
tion to the Senate, and alluded toin the resolutions. 
Is this so? To determine this point, the question 
and answer should both be considered, and they 
are these. Question—“fs it the right of the people, 
through their Representatives, to instruct their pub- 
lic servants, ani! direct their action upon all mgt 
ters of general interest; and is it, or is it not, the 
imperative duty of such puble servants to obey 
such instructions, or give up the trusts confided to 
them?” -Answer—“I regard the elected as the 
egent of the electors: By the election, a confi- 
cence isreposedia the agent, and he is to act, 
inthe absence of instructions, according to- his 
besi judgment and discretion, when instructed, he 
is to vote the will of his constituents, if he can con- 
scientiously—if not, to resign his trust, and th«reby 
put itin the power of tho:e who gave him power, 
to cause their will to be obeyed.” Taking the 
question ahd answer together, is there any thing 
in them to. change or enlarge the doctrine of jn- 
structions asxgeuerally received and understoo:t? 
What is there in this answer beyond admiting the 
right of the Legislature čo instruct their public 
agents, and direct th-ir action upon all matters of 
general interest, and the duty of the agent, when 
thus instructed and directed, to obey or re sign? 

For himself, he would sav that nothing more 
was intended, and that he could not see how others 
could fairy make any think more of it, Mr, W. 
added that the Legislature of his Siate were now 
in session, and would have ample oppertuaity io 
instruct him and direct his action upon any sud- 
jects of general interest they might chocse, before 
any action could be had by Congress upon such 
subjects; and if they shall take the responsibility 
of the votes which they may direct him to give, he 
should promptly obey or resign, 

Mr SEVIER then cb:ained the flour, and re- 
newed the motion to jay the resolution on the table, 


giving noticehe would not withdraw it for friend : 


or foe, 


‘The question was then teken on laying the reso- 
lution on the table, and decided in the affirmative— 
as es:27, noes 25,-as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Anderson, Benton, Ba- 
csanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fuiton, Hubbard, King, Line, Lumpkin, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Se- 


vier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wall, Willi.ms, Wright, and Young—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bates, Clay of Ken- 
tacky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Hen- 
derson, Huntington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 


Rives, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tall-j 


madge, Webster, and White—25. © 


Mr. LINN then moved that the Senate proceed 
tothe consideration of bills connected with the | 


Territories, and, after a few remarks from Mr. 
BUCHANAN in favor of the motion, it was 
agreed to. 

BAr. MERRICK gave notice that on Monday he 
would ask the Senate to take up the bill for the re- 
charter of the banks of the District, 

The bill to provide for running and marking the 
northern boundary line of a tract of land reserved 
for the half-breeds of the Sac and Fox tribes of In- 
dians; and 

The bill granting to the county of Johnson, in 
the Territory of lowa, the right of pre-emption to 
a tract of land for a seat of justice for said coun- 
ty; and repealing the second section of an act, ap- 
proved the 3d day of March, 1639, entitled “An 
act making a doaation of land to the Territory of 
Iowa, for the purpose of erecting public buildings 
thereon; 
were severally considered as in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The Senate then went into Executive session. 

And then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, February 20, 1841. 

As soon as the joarnal had been read, 

Mr. SMITEL of Indiana moved to amend the 
journal, as follows: 

“Mr. Smit of Indiana asked the general con- 
sent of the House to allowhim to lay before the 
House, and have printed, a number of joint resolu- 
tions which had been accumulating on his hands 
from his Legislature. 

“Tt being objected to by Mr. RUSSELL, 

“Mr, Smirn then moved to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of leave; which was ruled out of order 
by the CHAIR. 

“Mr. Jonn W. Jongs having obtzined the floor, 
moved that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mit'ee of the Whole on the state of the Union.” 

Mr. SMITH said ke wished his motion to ap- 
pear on tie journal, that he had attempted, as he 
had frequently attempted, to obtain the floor for 
that purpese. He thought it due to his Siate, and 
especially to himself, as they were in his opinion 
intended for himself and others of his colleagues 
who act here politically with him. 

Mr. CRABB and Mr. LINCOLN objected to the 
placing of this motion on ‘he journal, on the ground 
that it was unysual, and if indulged in, would swell 
it to an enormous siz?. 

Mr. SMITH replied, though it was unusual, 
and p rhaps improper, he could have it appear on 
the journal! by calling for the ayes and noes; but he 
said, as the time of the House was precious, and 
the session far spent, he would withdraw the pro- 
position fo amend; but gave notice that he wonld 
take every opportunity to introduce them, and he 
hoped the House would afford that opportunity. 

Mr. RUSSELL said that as this was one of the 
days sets apart for the consideration of private bills, 
he would move that the day be devoied to the pur- 
Dose. 

The SPEAKER suggested that a suspension of 
the rules was necessary. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved a suspension of 
the rules. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia hoped that the mction 
wouid not prevail, as there were but a few days of 
the session now remaining in which to transact the 


{| public business. 


The question was nen tagen—yeas 79, nays 68, 
not two thirds 

So the rules were not suspended. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House 
then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Lixcoty in the 


chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriation for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year 1841. 
The question pending being the motion of Mr. 
Sran.y to strike out the enacting clause— 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, being entitled to the floor, 
observed, alter some intreductory remarks, that 
his object was to call the attention of the House 
and the country to abuses which ought to and might 
b2 corrected to a great extent, if Congress would 
act properly on the subject now before them; and 
after saying that he had some amendments which 
he intended to offer, alluded to the waste of time by 
members of the Houses, in raising useless questions 
of order and calling the yeas and nays, as one of 
these abuses. He also r: ferred to the fact that the 
postmaster of the city of New York received, in 
addition to his salary, by perquisites from box rent 
and branch post offices, the sum of twenty-six thou- 
sand dollars per annum—one thousand dollars 
snore than the salary of the President of the United 
States; In relation to custom houses, Mr. U. 
would not speak of those in Charleston, Boston, 
New Orleans, Philadelphia, and other cities, but 
would merely point to the custom-house of New 
York, end by that, gentiemen might make their 
estimates in respect to those of other cities of 
the Unico. It appeared from documentary 
evidence that the collector of the customs, the 
naval officer, and the surveyor of the port, received 
$14,000 each from the condemnation of a single 
importation; and the collector, in addition to his 
salary, eic. in one year, amassed the enormous sum 
of thirty-nine thonsand dollars! 

Mr. U. after some sugg¢stions respecting the cus- 
toms, said that in no po:sible way could the re- 
venue for the coming year amount to any thing 
like what was estimated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and for that reason, Mr. U. said we 
ought to husband our resources, so far, at least, as 
this Congres was concerned, because he appre- 
hended there would be a deficit in the Treasury. 
He would not go into a discussion of the tariff, 
duties on wines and silks, ete.; that would be pre- 
mature; and in effect, remarked that the duties on 
all the articles that entered into the consumption of 
the people ought to be so equalized as to make the 
burdens of Government fall equally upon all. ` 

Mr. U. expressed his opinion that, to accomplish 
the objects ior which this Government was esta- 
blished, it was necessary to diminish the number 
of Representatives in the House to one-half—to a 
business standard; and after illustrating his argu- 
ment, said that, as the Heuse was now constituted, 
it was impossible to transact the public business 
wiih any degree of expedition. 

Mr. U. said the presumed conduct of the next 
Administration, and a number of important ques- 
tions—the public lands, internal improvements, as 
well as the tariff, kad been made the subjects of 
discussion in the House. It had been said by a 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Duncan} that the dead 
march would be played over Genera! Harrison and 
the Whig pariy in 1844. That was Lochiel’s 
warning; and, said Mr. U. it ought to come to pass 
unless the Whig party adhere to the principles 
which they promalgated before the election, Butif 
you will carry out the principles which brought 
you isto power—if you will make an In- 
dependent Treasury in fact, let Congress ap- 
poiat the Secretary of the Treasury, and amend 
the Constitution so as to appoint the Postmaster 
General in the same way. If you allow them to 
be independent men, requiring them to look into 
laws, and not to the White Hoase, fora definition 
of their duties, your administration will be glorious. 

Mr. U. said, he would belong to a party so long 
as it fought for principle; but so soon as they should 
scramble for the spoils, he was off. He never be- 
longed to such a party, and never would. But he 
believed the coming Administration would adhere 
to its policy, and carry out the great principles for 
which its friends had contended. 


Mr. U. was in favor of a distribution of the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and for a 
National Bank. If that could not be established, 
he wonld agree so to amend the Sub-Treasury law, 
that every man might there deposite a silver- dollar, 
and receive a Government bill in return for it. Mr. 


‘U. contended it was the bounden duty of Govern- 
ment to furnish the people with such a currency as 
could be used for the purposes of exchange; and 
concluded his remarks (of which this is necessarily 
but a brief sketch) by adverting to the subject of 
the public lands. 

Mr. SERGEANT said he had a few words to 
say on the question before the Caa; for it appear- 
ed, according to the course of gentlemen, that the 
good old-fashioned rale of speaking to the sabject 
before them was to be exploded. ` 

Mr. &. then proceeded to reply to some of the ar- 
guments of the last speaker in relation to a reduc- 
tion of the number of members, etc. 

Without concluding, Mr. S. gave way to a mo- 
tion that the committee rise; which motion pre- 
vailed. 

So the committee rose, and reported progress. 

A motion was then made to adjourn until Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 76, 
nays 60. 

And, at twenty minutes to four o’clock, the House 
adjourned. 


. IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 22, 1841. 

Mr. WHITE presented resolutions passed by 
the Legislature of the State of Indiana in favor of 
adistribution of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands, and in favor of supporting the Gene- 
ral Government by duties on imports, and not by 
direct taxation. The resolutions were read, laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the memori- 
al of citizens of East Tennessee, praying the impo- 
sition of duty on foreign silks, and cf counter- 
vailing duties; which was laid on the table. 
` Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of Levi 
Owen, and others, of lilinois, praying the opinion 
of Congress as to the true meaning and construc- 
tion of the Constitution,touching the right of property 
in slaves, the right of the States to issue bills of 
credit, and the power of Congress to create a Na- 
tional Bank. | 

‘Mr. Y. vouched for the great respectability of 
the memorialisis, though their opinions might, 
to some, appear singular. The memorial was laid 
on the teble. 

Mr-CRITTENDEN presented a memorial of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, in favor of a general 
bankrupt law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented two memorials of ci- 
tizens of the county of Erie, State of New York, 


and the memorial of citizens of the town of Alex- | 


ander, in the same State, remonstrating against the 
yatifcation and execution of the late treaty with the 
Seneca Indians; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. P. also presented the petition of John Pope; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Mississippi, asking that a River 
Land District may be established in that State; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition. of Joseph 
Shoemaker; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. j 

On motion by Mr. KING, the Committee on 
Commerce was discharged from the further consi- 
dération of the memorial of the Legis'a ure of Lou- 
isiana, respecting the placing of buoys at the mouths 
of the Mississippi—a bill havicg been already 
passed on this subject. 


BILLS PASSED. 

The bill to authorize the Legislative Council of 
the Territory of Iowa to increase the jurisdiction of 
justices cf the peace in civil cases; 

The bill to provide for running and making the 
northern boundary line of a tract of land reserved 
for the half-breeds of the Sac and Fox tribes of In- 
dians; 

The bill granting to the county of Johnson, in 


the Teiritory of Towa, the right of pre-emption fo | 


a tract of land fora seat of justice in said coun- 
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ty; and repealing tlie second section of an act, ap- 
proved the 31 day of March, 1839, entitled “An 
act making a donation of land to the Territory of 
Iowa, for the purpose of erecting public buildings 
thereon; 

The bill to provide for the allowance of invalid 
pensions to ceriain Cherokee warriors, under the 


-provisions cf the fourteenth article of the treaty of 


1835; and 

The bill for the relief of John McLeod; were se- 
verally read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked leave to introduce 
a bill to prevent the interference of certain federal 
officers in elections, and explained and advocated 
the propriety of the bil, concluding with a wish 
that a test vote might be made on granting leave, 

He was followed in the debate by Messrs. NOR- 
VELL, WRIGHT, CLAY of Kentucky, CAL- 
HOUN, BUCHANAN, CUTHBERT, and PRES- 

ON. 

At the close ef Mr. Presron’s remarks much 
noise was mede in one of the galleries by the 
stamping of feet and clapping of hands. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama demanded that the gal- 
lery should be cleared. : 

Mr. ANDERSON also insisted. that the gallery 
should be cleared. 

Several other Senators joined in the request. 

Mr. CLAY: Spare the ladies—they bave not 
sioned. I hope they may be suffered to remain. 

Mr. ANDERSON said the noise proceeded from 
the eastern gallery; and he or his friends had no 
wish to disturb the ladies. : . 

The eastern gallery was then cleared; and 

Mr. CALHOUN having made some remarks on 
the bil!, the question was taken cn granting leave 
to introduce it, and it was decided in the negative 
—ayes 14, noes 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Graham, Flenderson, Han- 
tington, Mangum, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Southard, and Tailmadge—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Cathoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Norvell, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—26. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted the follow- 
ing letter to the Senate: 

“Wasuinoron, Fub. 22, 1841. 
«Fion, R. M, Jounson, 
Vice President of the United States: 

“Sip: It is the object of this letter to make known 
to the Senate the resignation of my seat as one of 
the Senators from Massachusetts, having already 
informed the Executive of that State that from this 
day my place would be vacant. 

“In retiring from a situation in which s^ con- 
siderable a part of my life has been passed, I hope 
I may be permitted to .exp:ess my high respect for 
the body of which I have been a member, the inte- 
rest I shall ever feel in the preservation of its cha- 
racter and dignity, and my cordial wishes for the 
health and happiness of all those with whom I have 
been associaied. 

“With much personal regard, I have the honor 
to be your obedient servant, 

D. WEBSTER ” 


When the letier had been read, 

Mr. CUTHBERT and Mr. WRIGHT simulta- 
neously rose, but the former gentleman obiaining the 
floor, expressed his regret that the Senator from 
Massachusetts was not present to exp'ain or retract 
certain opinions heretofore expressed by him cn a 
subject of vital interest to the Southern section cf 
the Union. 

An animated debate followed, in which Messrs. 
CLAY of Kentucky, PRESTON, CUTHBERT, 
and RIVES, patticipsted, and which was termi- 
nated by a successful motion for adjournment. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 22, 1841. 
Mr. LANE moved a suspension of the rules: for 
the purpose of taking up the bill from the Senate, 


-the bill making furiher provision ‘forthe expenses 


| wholly unsafe to reduce the amount, and he could 


} peuple nor the avthorities of Maine have ever asked Ț 


-the performance of its constitutional obligations to” 


confirming to the State of indiana certain lands for 
canal purposes. eh ; = ie 

At-the susgestion of Mr. CLIFFORD, 
` Mr. LANE modified his motion so as.to inelade 


of an exp'oration and survey of:a portion of the 
Northeastern boundary line, « POE Ma 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, chairman: of: the :Com- 
mittee of ‘Ways and Means, expressed bis: willing 
ness that one hour should be devoted to these bills; 
after which time he should. feel bound to insist on 
the further execution of the special order onthe 
general appropriation bill. : 

NATIONAL DEFENCES. - 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, chairman. of: the 
Committee on Military Affairs, (Mr. Lane having 
given way for that purpose,) reported a bill,- in 
compliance with the “instructions of the House, 
making appropriations for certain fortifications of- 
the United States generally for the year 1841, and 
for armament of fortifications; also, for raising: 
company of sappers, miners, and pontoniers, and. 
appropriating $500,000 for steam ships’ cf. war. 
The amount proposed by the bill to be appropriated 
s $1,678,000. a 

Tne bill was read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, it was com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and ordered to be printed. 00° 5 E07 

The question was then taken on: thé motion’ to 
suspend the rules; which was decided ‘in : the affir- 
ma ive; and EADE SN E 

The Elouse resolved itself into a’ Committee of ` 
the Whole on the state of the Union—Mr. Banks j 
in the chair—and proceeded to the cousideration of # 
the bill entit'ed “An act to confirm to the State of 
Indiana the land selected by her for that portion of @ 
the Wabash and Erie canal which lies. between 4 
the mouth of the Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, 
and for other purposes.” : 
INDIANA CANAL LANDS AND NORTHEASTER. \ 

BOUNDARY OF THE UNITED STATES.. > f 

At the instance. of Mr. PROFFIT, the report of 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate “on 
on the subject was read; and the bill was then. laid 
aside to be reported to the Houses os ; 

The committee then proceeded to the. considera- 
tion of the ‘bill to. make farther provision for, the 
expenses of an exploration and survey of that 
part of the Northeastern boundary line of the -Unie 
ted States which separates the States of Maine and 
New Hampshire from the British Provinces.” 

When this biil was under consideration on the 
13th instant, a motion was made by Mr, UNDER- 3 
woop to amend it by striking out $75,000, the 4 
amount proposed to be appropriated, and inserting | 
$37,500. Mr. Perrikin, on the same'day, moved 


to reduce the appropriation to $12,000... i 

Mr. PROFFIT said he believed he was entitled 
to the floor when the bill was up before. Since 
that time he had paid some attention to the bill, 
and was convinced that the sum contemplated to | 
be appropriated was necessary for the purpose. 
He, therefore, should withdraw opposition m every 
shape, and he would vote for the bill. He bad as- 
certained that there were three lines to be run iny 
s‘ead of one. i = 

Mr. CLIFFORD expressed the hope* that he | 
might have the attention of the committee fora 
few minutes, while he made a brief explanation. of 
the necessity of ihe appropriation asked: for, in the | 
bill under consideration. He believed it would be 3 


not doubt that all would concur with him when the 
facts of the case were fuliy understood. Before he 
atempied to explain the estimates. which had- been 
submitted by the commissioners, he. desired to 
make one or two. remarks. in reference to the posi- 
tion which the State be in part represenied, occu. 
pied in regard to.this survey and exploration: He | 
wished to remind the committee that neither the | 


this Government to. iistitute it and be did not | 
know. as it would be going too fey tosay it was not | 
desired by, his State at the umeit was first recom | 
meuded, or. when, that recommenda ion re@ived. ` 
the sanction of Congress. At that time the Egecti. 
tive of Maine was pressing upon this Government : 


protect the Siate against invasion from & foreign 
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foe. If the wishes of the State had been consulted, 
a military occupation of the territory in dis- 
pute, under the authority of the United 
States, in all probability would have re> 
moved the necessity which may now be sup- 
posed to exist, to take any steps to counte- 
Tact the influence of the ex parte exploration of 
British agents. But, sir, what answer did the ac- 
tion of Congress instituting this survey give to the 
authorities of Maine, as a reply to the demand to 
repel the invaders from its soil? It amounts to this, 
in my estimation: England is a great and haughty 
power; if the request made should be immediately 
granted, there is danger that the peaceful relations 
between the two countries may be interrupted; it 
has become important to institute a counter survey, 
to be made the basis of another effort (fruitless he 
feared it would be) to convince Lord Palmerston 
of the preposterous character of the British claim. 
This survey is not necessary to convince the people 
of Maine of their rights; they understand them full 
well; nor is it necessary to enable this Government 
to judge of the rightful character of their claim un- 
der the treaty of 1783. Every branch of this Govern- 
ment, over and over again, and inthe most solema 
manner, has admitted the right of the State to the 
whole territory in dispute. No objection, however, 
was made to the proposed survey; none will be by 
any member from Maine, unless it should be con- 
verted into an excuse for unreasonable delay in 
removing the British trcops quartered upon the 
soil, and within the jurisdiction of the State. Mr. 
C. said, he did not desire any extravagance in this 
er any other branch of the public service. All he 
desired was, that the amount should be sufficient 
to insure the completion of the work during the 
next season. Negotiation is at a stand for the want 
of the information expected from commission. 
Let the survey be compleeted—to that he would 
not object. It ought to be made; but let. it be well 
and quickly done. Last year’s appropriation is 
now exhausted, and but little, comparatively, has 
been accomplished. The commissioners, in pur- 
suance of that duty, have estimated the expense 
to complete the survey, basing the calculation 
upon the actual cost per mile of the last year’s 
work. It is said to be extravagant—doubtless gen- 
tlemen think so—but does any one know,and can it 
be demonstrated, that a less sum will be sufficient 
to ensure the accomplishment of the object in 
view, without unnecessary delay? He would ap- 
peal to the committee if it is not more reasonable 
to believe that if any considerable reduction should 
be made from the estimates submitted, the ef- 
fect of it will be to throw the whole matter over 
another year, and to invite an application 
at the next session of Congress for a new apprc- 
priation. He thought so, and he feared such would 
be the result, Itis true the sum is large, but the 
service to be performed is far greater than gentle- 
men seem to suppose, and much more expensive 
than an ordinary survey of courses and distances; 
the commissioners are required to make a barome- 
trical survey to ascertain the altitude of all the prin- 
cipal elevations on the different routes, and, as he 
supposed, their latitude and longitude. There are 
three lines to be explored, each extending through 
a wilderness, or rather a dense forest, the distance 
of two or three hundred miles. One of these lines 
or routes, called the meridian line, extends from the 
monument marked on the map, to the northwest 
angle of Nova Scotia, and the other two extend 
quite across the State from west to east, being the 
true north line, and the one recently surveyed by 
the British agents. As every member of the com- 
mittee must perceive, it requires three companies to 
prosecute the work, and as he (Mr. ©.) understood, 
of forty men toa company. The necessity of so 
large a force is easily explained, on account of the 
distance from settlements, and the difficulty of 
transporting provisions and the necessary imple- 
ments to prosecute the work. Mr. C. made some 
further explanations as to the extraordinary cha- 
racter of the report of Messrs, Featherstonangh 
and Mudge, and concluded by remarking that, as 
the members ıh all side of the House informed him 
they were ready to vote the whole amount asked 


: for, he would not pursue the subject at this time. 


Mr. PETRIKIN said that any member of the 
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committee bad been challenged to show that the 
appropriation asked for by tbis bill was not too 
large. Now, Mr. P. would state, that two distinet 
lines were run between Texas and the United 
States, and only $10,000 were appropriated for that 
purpose. The distance was about three times 
greater than that part of the Northeastern bounda- 
ry line of the United States which separates the 
States of Maine and Hampshire from the British 
Provinces. He said thatthe reason for this small ap- 
pro priation was obvious. Men had been taken from 
the woods, and were acquainted with the country; 
while, on the other hand, gentlemen had been taken 
from colleges, who knew nothing. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was rejected. 

And the question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was also rejected. 

On motion of Mr. JAMESON, the committee 
then rose, and reported the bills to the House. 

The question was then taken, Shall the bill to 
confirm certain lands to the State of Indiana be 
read a third time? and passed in the affirmative. 

The bill was read a third time; and the question 
being put, Shall the bill pass? 

It was passed in the affirmative. 

The question was about being taken on engross- 
ing, for a third reading, the bill to make further pro- 
vision for the expenses of an exploration aud sur- 
vey of a portion of the Northeastern boundary line, 
when 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the words $75,000 
in the third line be stricken out, and that $20,000 be 
inserted in lieu thereof, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved 650,000. 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL moved that $37,500 
be inserted. 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous question; 
which being seconded, was put and carried, and 

The main question was then put, . 

1. On striking out $75,000 and mserting 850,000. 

2. On strikiag out $75,000 and inserting $37,500. 

2. On striking out $75,000, and inserting $20,000. 

All of which amendments were severally re- 
jected. 

. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
was read a third time. 

And the question was then stated, Shall the bill 
pass? when 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to re-commit the bill to 
a Select Committee, with instructions to iaquire 
how many French cooks, pots of currant jelly, and 
Sweet meats, were required for the commissioners 
to conduct the survey. 

Pending which motion, f 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded, put, and carried; and 

The main question was then put, and passed n 
the affirmative. 

So the bill was passed. 

STEAMBOAT EXPLOSIONS, 

Mr. PETRIKIN inquired of the Spraxer whether 
there was not å special order for this day? 

The SPEAKER replied that a special order—. 
the steamboat bills—had, on the 16h instant, by a 
vote of two-thirds, been further postponed until 
this day. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the spe- 
cial orde: was postponed until Monday next, and 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Unios—-Mr, BELL 
in the Chair-——and resumed the consideration of the 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL, 

Tne question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Stanvy to strike out the enacting clause, 

Mr. SERGEANT resumed his remarks, and 
conciuded at one o'clock, 

Mr. STANLY then withdrew the motion to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill, stating 
that he did so at the earnest request of gentlemen 
of both sides. He had made the motion in the first 
instance, in order that he might have an opportu- 
nity of making his speech. He was Satisfied, if 
others were. If other gentlemen desired to speak, 
they could renew the motion. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Hurt to strike ont the following proviso: 


“Provided, however, That the district attorneys of the United 
States, in and for the several districts, the clerks and Marshals, 
respectively, of the same, shall render ati account quarter year- 


ly, each and every year hereafter, to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, Of all fees, emoluments, and receipts, of every name and 
nature whatever, by them respectively received by virtue of 
their said offices; which account shall be rendered upon oath or 
affirmation, and shall be in such form, and supported by such 
proofs as the Secretary ofthe Treasury in his judgment may 
prescribe for the purpose of enforcing the provisoes hereinafter 
named, that isto say: if itshall appear that the salaries, fees, 
emoluments, receipts and earnings, of any of the said attorneys, 
shall exceed the sum of dotlars, then such attorneys shal - 
pay such excess into the Treasury of the United States for gene- 
ral purposes of the Government; and if the salaries, fees, emolu- 
ments, or earnings, of any of said clerks shall exceed ---—- 
dollars, then the excess shall, in like manner, be paid into the 
Treasury for the purposes aforesaid; and if the salaries, earnings, 
fees, and emoluments, of any of the said marshals shall exceed 
the sum of dollars, then such excess shall also be’ paid 
into the Treasury for purposes aforesaid.” 

Mr. CUSHING then obtained the floor, but 
yielded it momentarily, for purposes of explana- 
tion, to 

Messrs. STANLY, RHETT, and RIVES. 
(These explanations had reference to some facts 
stated by Mr. Branky in his speech on Thursday 
evening last. ] 

Mr. RIVES requested the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetis to let him have the floor for a few mo- 
ments, to notice the charge of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Stanty,] “that Abolitionists 
were in the caucus that prepared the Atherton reso- 
lutions.” 

Mr. CUSHING consented; and 

Mr. RIVES was about to proceed; when 

Mr. THOMPSON ef South Carolina and Mr. 
PECK objected. . 

Mr. RIVES insisted that he had the floor, and as 
the etatement of the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Stanny,] was in conflict with the ac- 
count he had given during his canvass for Congress 
two years ago, he hoped to have the attention of 
the committee for a few moments. 

Mr. R. said he went into that caucus, but not 
with Abolitionists. There was not any wan in it 
who wished Congress to interfere with slavery. He 
would not go into an examination ef the opinions 
of the member from Ohio, [Mr. Duncan,] but he 
felt it his duty to say here, what he had said at 
home, “that the gentleman from Ohio had no agency 
in preparing the resolutions alluded to, nor washe in 
the caucus.” 

Mr. STANLY insisted that he was, and that he 
ceuld prove it by respectable members of the party 
to which Mr. R. belonged. 

Mr. RIVES said the gentleman’s informant was 
mistaken; that the same thing had been said, and 
perhaps founded on the same evidence, in his dis- 
ict, which caused him to inquire into the’ matter 
when he came to the last session of Congress, and 
he bad not met with a man who had any recollec- 
tion of seeing the member from Ohio in caucus, 
and that the member himself had authorized him 
to say tbat he was not there. 

Mr. CUSHING then renewed the motion to 
strike out the enacting clause, but after- some re- 
marks on the impropriety of attempting reform at 
the present session, withdrew it. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Honr to strike out the proviso in relation to district 
attorneys, marshals, &¢. (as above stated.) 

Mr. HUNT took the floor, but yielded it for the 
moment to 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, who desired to 
submit an amendment; but, it not being in order 
then to do so, he gave notice that he would move it 
at the proper time. 

Mr. HUNT then addressed the committee strictly 
With reference to the immediate motion submitted 
by him—explaining certain particulars in which 
his former remarks had been misunderstood; and 
expressing himself ready lo enter upon a system of 
retrenchment and reform whenever the moment 
arrived at which, from the composition of the 
House, any efficient action could be had. 

Mr. REED entered into a history of this matter, 
and of the various efforts that had been made to 
provide a remedy for what he considered an evil 
which ought to be corrected. The fees were exor. 
bitant and should be reduced. : 

Mr. G. DAVIS submitted the following amend- 
ment to tbe amendment: 

“After the word districts, in the 416th line, insert ‘shall ren- 
der an account quarter yearly, each and every year hereafter, to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, of all fees; commissions, and 
other emoluments, of every name and nature whatever, accrus 
ing to thera, directly or indirectly, in consequence of any sep 
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vice pertaining to their office rendered for the Government of 
the United- States; and no district attorney shall be entitled to 
be paid, or to retain as compensation for all such services so 
rendered the Government of the United States, asum exceed- 
ing $ , in any one year, including his salary, and all other 
emoluments arising directly or indirectly from his office, and,’ 
“Also amend said clause by striking out these words: ‘If It 
shall appear that the salaries, fees, emoluments, receipts, and 
earnings, of any of the said attorneys shall exceed the sum of 
dollars, then such attorneys shall pay such excess into 
the Treasury of the United States for the general puiposes of 
the Government.’ And before the words salaries, fees, &c. in- 
gort the word nett, , 
“And at the end of the proviso proposed to be stricken out, 
add: ‘And that in all cases where the fees, emoluments, receipts, 
` and earnings of any clerk of any District or Circuit Court of the 
United States, or of both together, where they may be blended 
and united in the same individual, shall in any year exceed the 
sum of $—~., such District Court may allow to the Clerk there- 
of, and such Circuit Court may allow to the Clerk thereof, a rea- 
sonable compensation for as many deputies as may have been 
necessary, in addition to his own attention and labor, to have ena- 
bled him to perform the duties of his office in any one year. 
And the Circuit Court that may sitia any district, or, if there be 
no such Circuit Court, then the District Court thereof, may al- 
low to any Marshal of any District of the United States the like 
reasonable compensation for as many deputies as may have 
been necessary to have enabled him to perform the duties of 
his office in any one year in which hisemoln ments, earnings, and 
receipts shall have exceeded the sum of $—; and also the rea- 
sonable travelling expenses of such Marshal and his deputies, 
actually incurred in the execution of their official duties; which 
several allowance for deputies, andthe expenses of any Marshal 
‘or Deputy Marshal, so made by any Court, shall be forthwith 
certified to the Treasury of the United States.” 


Mr. D. explained to the committee the effect of 
his proposition, and submitted some general re- 
marks in regard to the reform and retrenchment 
-which they had undertaken to carry out. He had 
not convluded when, the hour of 2% having ar- 
rived, 

The House took a recess. until 4 o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky resumed his remarks 
in support of his amendment. He spoke at some 
length ia favor of reducing the salaries of all offi- 
cers in the employ of Government. Whea that 
thall be the case, he contended that the Executive 
would no longer be annoyed, as under the present 
system of high salaries. Ifthe salaries were not 
higher than a fair compensation, then individuals 
would no longer aspire to office, for it would hold 
out no inducement. Mr, D. went on to show, that 
by this plan tke influence of the Executive would 
be lessened, and concluded by slightly modifying 
his amendment. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL agreed that this subject 
required attention, and that there were many abuses 
in the system which called loudly for reform. He 
submitted, however, whether at this late period of 
the session there was time for the investigation ef 
so important a matter. Only a few days remained 
ofthe session, and there weie now no less than 
five appropriation bills to be acted upon. He 
hoped, therefore, that the appropriation bills would 
be first passed, and the present subject be post- 
poned until there should be a more favorable op- 
portunity for doing it justice. 

Mr WADDY THOMPSON hoped, that in 
case he could not vote for the proviso, he 
should not be accused cf being opposed to retrench- 
ment and reform. If the system were an evil, it 
appeared tohim an irremediable evil. Mr. W. 
proceeded to contend that alihough in two or 


three places the fees of United States district at- 


tornies, etc. might be too large, yet in the majority 
of cases in various parts of the country, the com- 
pensation was hardly sufficient to ensure the ser- 
vices of competent men. The consequence was, 
that, in numerous instances, none but third-rate 
Jawyers could be procured to act for the Govern- 
ment. It was. absurd and unjust to reduce the 
fees of a whole class merely because one or two 
might receive a liberal sum. The fee bill did 
undoubtedly require some alterations, but yet he 
did not hesitate to say that the fees in the majority of 
cases in other parts ofthe Union, were not suffi- 
cient to ensure the services of competent men. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio followed, and concluded 
by raising a point of order as to whether the provi- 
so in qvestion could, under the rules, be inserted in 
an appropriation bill. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL contended that the provi- 
80, according to the previous practice of the House, 
was strictly in order. He referred to various in- 
stances to skow that, when crying abuses existed, 


Congress had always correcied those abuses in an 
appropriation bill. Mr. V. also gave his views 
at some length onthe merits of the question in- 
volved in the proviso. 


The point of order raised by Mr. Mason still” 


pending, 

The CHAIR observed that he could not decide 
that the proviso should be strieken from the Dill, 
because the committee only bad the power, and 
could strike out the proviso as improperly reported 
if they thought proper. Were the Cair to de- 
cide that it should be stricken out on the ground 
that it was improperly reported, it would bea 
usurpation of power. He mast therefore leave it 
for the action of the committee. 

The committee then acquiesced in the decision 
of the CHAIR. 


The question then being on the amendment of 
Mr. Davis to the motion of Mr. Hunt to strike out 
the proviso, 


Messrs. GRINNELL, VANDERPOEL, and 
MONROE, gave their views. 


Mr. FLOYD said that he had not intended to ad- 
dress the committee upon this provision of the bill 
for reducing the fees of district attorneys, and 
should not do so now, were he not an ardent ad- 
mirer of the principles of ‘economy and reform,” 
which appeared to be deserted by these who had 
professed for them the highest regard. We have 
been told (said Mr. F.) that the party which hes 
lately triumphed had inscribed, in the ample folds 
of its banner, “economy and reform;” and he sup- 
posed, when he came to attend this session of Con 
gress, that those who had preached so loud ‘and so 
long on that subject would make some attempt to 
practise, after election, what they had preached be- 
fore the election. We have been told, too, that the 
present Administration has been condemned for iis 
extravagance; and where is the member on this 
floor, of the Opposition party, who can rise in his 
piace and say thathe did not give circulation to 
speeches, delivered here at the last session, de- 
noancing the Administration as profligate and ex- 
travagani? And yet we have reached the 17th page 
of tne general appropriation biil, and the first 
dollar is not yet stricken out by any move 
from any member of this great “economy and re- 
form” party. An honorable member has told us 
that the reform called for by the recent election is 
a general reform, and nol a trifling picayune busi- 
ness. So be it. Let him apply his general re- 
form to this bill, and reduce the expenses of the 
Government. Another has told us that they wiil 
begin the work when they have the power. Sir, 
said Mr. F. they have the power now—let them 
try ; and if any one has the courage to make the 
attempt, my word for it, he will find enough here 
to help him carry it through. Now is the time to 
commence the gocd werk, before the offices are 
filled with their friends; now, when they can es- 
cape the odium of reducing salaries after appoint- 
ments are made. Will they be more willing to ap- 
ply the pruning knife when their political friends 
are in possession of the offices? Why, sir, it is 
but a day or two since, that my honorable co}league 
from the Columbia District [Mr. VANDERPOEL] at- 
tempted to strike out an appropriation of $1,000 
fora clerk in the Fifth Auditor’s office; but, al- 
though tke clerkship is vacant, and has been for 
some time, he got no aid from the economy and re- 
form party; they shrank from abolishing a single 
solitary vacant clerkship; and if they cannot spare 
one clerk from so large a bureau as this, where, I 
ask, are they to carry out their principles of reform? 
They have told the peeple that the expenses of the 
Government were too great. Ihave no doubt that 
mary believed them, and have decreed a reduction 
of expenditures. Let gendemen now redeem their 
pledges to the people. Let ihem begin somewhere; 
and they will find those here who will aid them in 
carrying out the principles of economy and reform 
on the most enlarged and liberal scale. 


Mr. EVANS rose to a question of order. The 
amendment proposed to alter the fees allowed by the 
exisiing law, and was, to that extent, a repeal of the 
law. The proviso, as reported in the bill, did not 
alter the charge for fees, but this amendment did. 
He considered it irregular and unusual, and put it 


to the Chair whether the proposition to. amend 
could be admitted. 


The CHAIR observed that if this were an origi- 


nal proposition to insert such a proviso inthe bill, . 


he would have no hesitation in ruling it out of or- 
der. Bat though the proviso in the bill was irregu- 


lar, yet the Chair could have no control. overit 


inasmuch as it had been reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and entertained by the 
House. Therefore, the proviso being in he bill. 
it was. competent to amend or perfect the same, 
although it might go to change an existing Jaw. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, in pursuance ` 


of notice given, then submitted his amendment, as 
follows: 

Strike out, in the eighteenth and. ninetéenth 
pages of the Dill, that part relating to the district 
attorneys, clerks, and marshals, respectively, and 
insert: 

“That hereafter, in lieu of all fees, emoluments, and receipts, 
now allowed, it shall and may be lawful for the United States 
clerks, attorneys, counsel, and marshals, in the district and cir. 
Cult Courts ofthe United States in the several States, to demand 
and receive the same fees that now are, or hereafter may be, 
allowed by the laws of the said States respectively where said 
courts are held, to the clerks, attorneys and counsel, and ‘she- 
riffs, in the highest courts of. the said States in which like. ser- 
vices are rendered; and no other fees or emoluments, except 
that the marshals shall receive in full, for summoning all the 


jurors for any one court, thirty dollars; and shall receive, for’ 


every day’s actual attendance at any court, five dollars per day; 
and for any services, including the compensation for mileage, 
performed by said officers in the discharge of their official duty, 
for which no compensation: is. provided by the Jaws 0f sali 
States, respectively, the said officers may receive such fees jaa 
are now allowed by Jaw according to the existing usage’ and 


practice of said courts of the Untted States; and. every: district - 


attorney, except the district attorney of the southern district. of 
New York, shall receive, in addition to the above fees, a salary 
of two hundred dollars per annum.” 

Afier some incidental remarks by Messrs. 


HAND, FILLMORE, J. THOMPSON, UNDER- 


WOOD, CURTIS, JONES of Virginia, BROWN 


of Mississippi, and WELLER, 

The question was taken on agreeing to the 
amendment, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 
67, noes 66. ee 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to: amend ‘thé 


amendment first adopted, by adding thereto the foli . 


lowing: ; 
ind provided also, That in addition to the ac- 
count now required to be rendered by every collec 


lor of customs, naval officer, and surveyor of ports, _ 


every such collector, naval officer, and surveyor 
shall, each and every year hereafier, rendera quar- 
ter yearly account under oath to the Secretary of 
the Treasury in such form as said Secretary shall 
prescribe, for tae purpose of giving full effect to 
this proviso, of all sums of money by them respec- 
tively received. or collected for. fines, penalties, or 
forfeitures, or for seizure of goods, wares, or Mers 


chandise; or on account of suits. instituted for- 


frauds against the revenue laws; or for rent and 
storage of goods, wares, or. merchandise, be- 
yond the renis paid by the collector or other. 
such officer; and if from such accounting 
it shall appear that the account received 
in any one year, by any collector, naval of- 
ficer, or Surveyor, an account of fines and penal- 
ties, or forfeitures, and on account of any seizures 
made or suits instituted for frauds or evasions of 
the revenue laws, and for rents and storage as 
aforesaid, shall, in the aggregate, exceed the sum 
of two thousand dollars, such excess shall be paid 


e 


into the Treasury for the use of the United States. 


And no such coliector shall hereafter, under. any 
pretence whatever, have, or receive, or retain -for 
himseif, in the aggregate, more than six thousand 
dollars per year, including commissions for storage, 
and any other commissions or salaries as now.al- 
lowed and limited by law. No such naval officer 
shall, on any pretence, in the aggregate, haye; or 
receive, or retain for himself, more than five thou- 
sand dollars per year, including commissions and 
salaries as aforesaid:—no such surveyor: shall, in 
the aggregate, have or receive, or retain, more (han 
four thousand five hundred doilars per year, includ- 
ing commissions and salaries as now allowed and. 
limited by law. ; 

The CHAIR decided. the amendment out of or- 
der. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved that the committee 
rise; but the motion did not prevail. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON appealed from the decision 


of the CHAIR: 
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The CRAIR said thata similar proposition—to 
reduce contingent salaries—-was, at the last session 
of Congress, ru'ed out of order. 

Mr. UNDER WOOD inquired if the appeal was 
debatable? _ ; 

The CHAIR said he would not refuse to hear 
any suggestions on the subject. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then asked the Cuar to 
point to any particular rule which prohibited such 
amendm: nts. 

The CHAIR remarked that his decision was 
based upon the 50th rule, which is as follows: 

“Wo motion or proposition on a subject different 
from that under consideration shall be admitted un- 
der color of amendment. No bill or resolution 
shall, at any time, be amended, by annexing there- 
to, or incorporating therewith, any other bill or re- 
solution pending before the committee.” 

Several precedents were then read in support of 
the decision of the CHAIR. 

Mr. CASEY asked Mr. Jounson to withdraw his 
appeal. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD «taid he had some impor- 
tant amendments to offer to the bill under conside- 
ration, and that if the decision of the Crair should 
be sustained, they would be cut off. He believed, 
however, that there was nothing in the rales of the 
House which would prevent his amendments from 
being offered. Mr. U. contended that he had uni- 
formly seen the rules of the House bent to the cir- 
cumstances of the times, and proceeded, at some 
length, to contrast the decision of the CHa with 
the provisions on the statute book; but, without 
concluding, gave way for a motion that the com- 
mittee rise; which prevailed—and 
_ ‘The committee then rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again, 
= Mr. GALBRAITH submitted the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That from and after one o’clock to-mor- 
row, all debate in Committee of the Whole on 
House bill No 601 (the general appropriation bill) 
shall cease; and after said period, the committee 
shall proceed to vote on any amendments that may 
be. offered thereto, and report the same to the 
House. > 

Mr. G. moved a suspension of the rules, for the 
purpose of considering the resolution at this time, 
But, pending the motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
d Tuxspay, February 23, 1841. 
Mr. ANDERSON presented the petition of Sa- 
muel Martin, submitting a plan for a National 


Bank. 

`- Mr. BUCHANAN said that in 1836 he had pre- 
sented the documents of Charles F. Sibbald, asking 
indemnity for property destroyed by the United 
States. These documents were now on file, and 
he asked that they might be again re‘erred to the 
Committee on Claims; which was agreed to. 

` Mr. PRENTISS presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Chatauque county, and citizens of the towns 
of Colius and Branct, in the State of New York, 
remonstrating against the removal of that portion 
of the Seneca nation who refused their assent to 
th? treaty; which were severally ordered to be laid 
on the table and printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of J. Epes 
Cowan, praying the confirmation of his title toa 
tract of land; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of a nam- 
ber of the citizens of the States of Indiana, Hlinois, 
and Iowa, praying the establishment of a mail 
route; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. KiNG presented the petition of a number of 
the citizens of Marengo county, Alabama, praying 
the enactment of a bankrupt law; which was laid 
on the table. 

Mr, SOUTHARD presented the memorial of citi- 
gens of Princeton, New Jersey, in favor of a bank- 
rupt law; which was laid on the tab‘e, and ordered 
to be printed. ; 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That there be paid, out of the contin- 
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gent fund of the Senate, to each of the messengers 


of the Senate and office of the Secretary of the 
Senate, three dollars per day der annum; and to 
the assistant messenger of the cfiice of Secretary of 
the Senate, and laborers of the Senate, two doliars 
per day per annum, in lieu of all other allowances 
whatever. ; i 

Mr. KING thought the system proposed by the 
resolntion was much tetter than the one at present 
pursued, but, ihat it might have proper considera- 
tion, be hoped it would be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Contingent Expenses of the Senate; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked the unanimous ccnsent 
of the Senate to introduce i 

A billto amend the act entitled “An act to 
amend the act approved May 13, 1800, entitled 
‘An act to amend an act entilled ‘An act to esta- 
blish the judicial courts of the United States.” 

Leave was granted, and the bill was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of James McDo- 
nald; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Publie Lands, to which was referred the bill 
to’ continue in force the first section of an act en- 
tiled “An act to extend the time for locating Vir» 
ginia military land warrants, and returning surveys 
thereon, to the General Land Office, approved Ju- 
ly 7, 1838.” 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, made an adverse report on the petition «f 
David Green; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the 
Pablic Buildings, to which was referred the peti- 
tion of a number of the stonecutters employed on 
the new Treasury building, reported a bill for their 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 


reading. 
GENERAL ORDERS. 

The following bills were taken up, and consi- 
dered as in commiltee of the whole, and ordered to 
be engrossed fora third reading: 

The bill for the relief of certain railroad compa- 
nies therein named, 

The bill to authorize the issue of patents to cer- 
tain entries of the public lands. 

The bill for the relief of the legal represenatives 
of John Scott. 

The bill. explanatory of an act supplemental to 
an act entitled “An act to grant pre-emption rights 
to settlers on the pnblic Iands;” approved June 22, 
1838. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Henry Eckford, deceased. 

Tae bill for the relief of Samuel Crapin. 

The bill in favor of Mary Snow. 

The bill from the House making furth2y provi- 
sions for the expenses of the exploration and sur- 
vey of the boundary line between Maine and New 
Hampshire, and the British Provinces, was taken 
up on its first reading. 


Mr. WILLIAMS explained the objects of the 
bill, and hoped that the Senate would unanimously 
agree to consider it at the present time, without re- 
ferring it to a committee. 

No objection being made, the bill was considered 
as in committee of the whole, went through its va- 
rious stages, finally passed, and wants but the sig- 
nature of the President to become a Jaw. 


BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill to revive and continue 
the corporate ex'stence of the banks of the District 
of Columbia; and after a debate, in which Messrs. 
CLAY of Alabama, WRIGHT, MERRICK, 
BENTON, and TAPPAN, participated, and the 
adoption of amendments proposed by Messrs. 
CLAY of Alabama and WRIGHT, the bill as- 
sumed the following shape: 

A BILL to revive and continue the corporate existence of the 
; banks in the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the charters of the Farmers and Mechanics Bank of George- 
town, the Bank of Metropolis, Patriotic Bank of Washington, 
and Bank of Washington, inthe city of Washington, and the 
Farmers Bank of Alexandria, and Bank of Potomac, in the town 
of Alexandria, be, and the same aie hereby, revived as they 


existed on the third day of July last, and extended to the fourth 
day of March, eighteen hundred and forty-three ; : 


Provided The said banks shall each for itself redeem all ita - 
notes and specie liabilities in specie when demanded from and 
after the passage of this act. and throughout the whole period 
for which the said several charters are hereby extended, And 
inthe event that any ove or more of said banks shall decline to 
meet its liabilities in specie as aforesaid, or having commenced 
to pay specie, shall, hereafter, during the period aforesaid cease 
or fail to do so, any bank so declining, ceasing, or failing to 
pay inspecie, shall, ipso facto, forfeit its charter, and shall pro. 
ceed to wind up its concerns under the provisions of the law 
passed on the 3d of July, 1840, entitled ‘‘An act to continue the 
corporate existence of certain banks in the District of Columbia 
for certain purposes,” which said act is hereby made applica ~ 
ble in all its provisions to every of said banks failing as afore- 
said, for the period of two years from the date of any such 
failure or neglect to pay m specie. And any attempt by the 
officers of any of said banks so as above said forfeiting its char- 
ter, after any such forfeiture, to exercise any of the banking pri- 
vileges conferred by this act, shall subject such officers toall the 
penalties of illegal banking. F 

suc. 2 And be it further enacted, That neither of the said 
banks shall, by virtue of any thing ia this act contained, be autho- 
rized to issue or pay out any note, Dill, check, or draft of an. 
bank company, incorporation, association, or individual, whic! 
said note, bill, check, or draft, shall not be payable and paid on 
demand in specie at the place where it. is made payable; and 
any Violation of this restriction shall be, ipse facto, a forfei- 
ture of all the rights, powers, and privileges conterred. by this 
act in the manner specified in the first section thereof as toa 
failure of specie payments. 

Provided, That nothing contained in this section shall pro- 
hibit either of said banks irom receiving the paper of any non- 


specie paying bank or special deposite, and returning the same 
to the depositor. / 

Mr. TAPPAN then offered a substitute for the 
whole bill, snd spoke at great length in opposition 
to the present banking system; and without còn- 
cluding his remarks, yielded to a motion to post- 

ene its further consideration until to-morrow. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business. 

And then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Torspay, February 23, 1841. 

The SPEAKER stated the first business before 
the House to be the motion of Mr. GALBRAITH to 
suspend the rules to enable him to offer the follow-. 
ing resolution, and pending which motion last night 
the House had adjourned, viz: 

Resolved, That from and after one o’clock to- 
morrow, all debate in Committee of the Whole on 
House bill No. 601 shall cease, and after said pe- 
riod the committee shall proceed to vote on any 
amendments that may be offered thereto, and re- 
port the same to the House. 

Mr. GALBRAITH then modified his resolution, 
at the suggestion of a number of friends, so as to 
read “four o’clock this day.” 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested to Mr. GALBRAITH 
to delay the lime one hoar longer, so that the bill 
in relation to taking testimony in cases of contested 
elections might be taken up. ` i 

Mr. RIVES concurred in the suggestion of the 
geitleman from New York. The matter was ims 
portant, and he understood that it was probable 
several cases of contested election would be brought 
before the next Congress. 

At the suggestion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

Mr. GALBRAITH further modified his resolu- 
tion by substituting “five o’clock this day.” 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

The resolution, as amended, was again read. 

Mr. GALBRAITH moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded, put, and carried. 

The question now recuring on the adoption of 
the resolulion, 

Mr. PECK called for the yeas and nays; but they 
were not ordered. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Aud so the debate on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of Government for the year 
1841. wiil cease this day at 5 o’elock. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virgina, the House 
resolved itself intoa Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Beru in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the bill making ap- 
propriation for the civil and dip'omatie expenses of 
the Government fcr the year 1841. 

The pending question was on the appeal taken 
by Mr. Cava Jonsson from the decision of the 
Chair jast evening, that the following amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman was nct in order, 
on the ground, first, that the subject was entirely 
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different from that under consideration; and se- 
condly, that the amendment related to a class of 
offizers for whom no appropriation was made in the 
bill. . 

And provided also, That in addition to the account now re- 
quired to be rendered by every collector of customs, naval ofii- 
cer, and surveyor of ports, every such collector, naval officer, 
and surveyor, shall, each and every year hereafter, render a 
quarter yearly account under oath to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury in such form as said Secretary shall prescribe, for the 
purpose of giving fall effect tothis proviso, of all sumsof mo- 
ney by them respectively received or collected for fines, penal- 
ties, or forfeitures, or for seizure of goods, wates, or merchan- 
dise; or on account of suits instituted for frauds against the 
revenue laws; or for rent and storage of goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, beyond the rents paid by the collector or other such 
officer; andif from such accounting ic shali appear that the 
account received in any one year, by any collector, naval offi- 
cer, or surveyor, on account of fines and penalties, or forfeit- 
ures, and on account of any seizures made or suits instituted 
for frauds or evasions of the revenue laws, and for rents and 
storage as aforesaid; shall, in the aggregate, exceed the sum of 
two thousand dollars, such excess shall be paid into the Trea- 
sury for the use of the United States. And no such collector 
shall hereafter, under any pretence whatever, have, or receive, 
or retain for himself, in the aggregate, more than six thousand 
dollars per year, including commissions for storage, and any 
Other commissions or salaries as now allowed and limited by 
law. No such naval officer shall, on any pretence, in the ag- 
gregate, have or receive, or retain for himself, more than five 
thousand dollars per year, including commissions and salaries 
as aforesaid: no such surveyor shall, in the aggregate, have or 
receive, or retain, more than four thousand five hundred dollars 
per year, including cummissions and salaries as now allowed 
and limited by law. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana rose and moved to re- 
consider the vote taken last evening on the propo 
sition of Mr. Toompson of Mississippi. 

The CHAIRMAN said thatit was not in order 
to move to recovsider a vote in committee; the ques- 
tion would ¿gain come up in the House. 

And the questioa recurring, “Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of tac com- 
miitee?” 

The question of order was debated at considera- 
ble length by Messrs. ATHERTON, CLIFFOFD, 
TILLINGHAST, BANKS, UNDERWOOD, 
WINTHROP, and EVERETT. 

After which the CHAIRMAN stated briefly the 
grounds. of his decision. 

Mr, TILLINGHAST said, if the gentleman 
from Maine would direct his mind, with that dis- 
crimination of which he was so capable, to the 
Gistinction between this point and that upon the 
proviso which had been sustained, he believed he 
would be satisfied that the present decision of the 
Chair was correct. That proviso was reported to 
the House by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
was received by the House as part of the report, 
was a partof the bill committed to the Committee 
of the. Whole by the House, and was, therefore, 
of itself a subject-matter on which the House had 
directed this committee. to act and report. The 
committee, therefore, could not, of it own autho- 
rity, discharge itself on this subject-matter on the 
ground that the House erred in referring it to them. 


Besides, that proviso pertained to the appropriation” 


of $325,000 fer the support of the judiciary, to 
which it was attached as a condition, relating to 


offices of the judiciary, and in effect con- 
ditionally reducing that identical appropria- 
tion. But he had understood the Chair that 


even that proviso, if it had been originally 
moved in the Committee of the Whole, 
would have been ruled-out of order. The amend- 
ment now proposed did not relate to any appropri- 
ation in the biil; it related tothe collectors; it went 
into a branch of the Government which was rot 
in anywise a subject of the bill, and for which no 
proposition for an appropriation was before the 
committee. It did not pertain at all tothe subject- 
matter of the proviso itself, or to its substitute, to 
which the gentleman said it was an addition. True, 
it might becalfed an addition in point of locality 
and position in the bill, bat not otherwise. On 
looking it over at the fable, he found no provision 
in it in regard toany judicial offcer. Here, then, 
was the express rule that no propesition on a sub- 
ject different from that under consideration should 
be admitted as an amendment. On what ground 
could the committee disregard this rule, and pro- 
ceed to the consideration of a subject not commit- 
ted tothem? Additions of this sort had, it is true, 
been made in former bills, in a few instances 
remembered as aberrations, but they had been 
made either by general consent, expressly dis- 
pensing with ihe rule,or in the Senate, where 


the rule did notexist. No decision of the House 
could be shown, upon the point of order ‘raised, 
sanctioning such an amendment as in order wken 
objected to. He believed the decision of the Chair 
was conformabie both to the words of the rule and 
to.all former constructions of: it, and should there- 
fore support it. 

And the question being then put, “Shall the de- 
cision of the Chair stand asthe judgment of the 
committee?” it was decided in the affirmative with- 
outa division, 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 

“Provided further, That the district attorneys for the Uni- 
ted States in and for the severai districts, the clerks and 
marshals respectively of the same, shall render an account quar- 
ter yearly, each and every year hereafter, to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, of all fees, emoluments, and receipts of every 
name and nature whatever by them respectively received by 
virtue of said offices; which account shail be rendered upon 
oath or aflirmation, and shall be in such form, and supported 
by such proofs as the Secretary ofthe Treasury in his judgment 
may prescribe for the purpose of enforcing the provisions here- 
inafter named: that is to say, if it shall appear that the salaries, 
fees, and emoluments, receipts, and earnings of any of the said at 
torneys shai] exceed the sum of $4,500, then such attorneys shall 
pay such excess into the Treasury of the United States for ge- 
neral purposes of Government. And if the salaries, fees,emo- 
uments or earnings of any of the said clerks or marshals shall 
exceed $3,500, then the excess shallin like manner be paid into 
the Treasury for the purposes aforesaid. And if the salaries, 
earnings, fees, and emoluments of any of the said marshals 
shall exceed the sum of $5,000, then such excess shall also be 
paid into the Treasury for the purposes aforesaid.” 


Mr. CUSHING inquired of the Cuar whether 
this proposition was not substantially the same as 
that struck out last evening? 

After a few moments’ consideration, the CHAIR- 
MAN said that he had not had time to examine the 
proposition minutely, but, from looking at it, he 
thought he saw that it was a proposition to insert 
as an amendment to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi, [Mr. Tn mpson] engrafted 
on the bill lastevening, that portion of tae original 
proviso which was struck out, almost in the very 
terms of the proviso. If that was so, it was not 
in order. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then effered the follow- 
ing amendment to the amendment: 

Provided, That the fees and emoluments retained 
by the district attorneys, marshals, and clerks, shall 
in no case, excced, for the district attorney and 
marshal, or either of them, the sum of $6,000; and 
those for each of the clerks shall not exceed, in any 
case, $4.500; the surplus of fees and emoluments 
to be paid mto the public ‘Treasury, under such 
rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, subject to the disposi- 
tion of Congress, 

Mr. HUNT submitted that this was precisely the 
same proposition in principle as the proposition 
struck out last night, which was, fixing a mazi- 
mum. 

The amendment was debated by Messrs. CAVE 
JOHNSON, EVANS, WISE, CURTIS, VAN- 
DERPOEL, STANLY, GRANGER, GRAVES, 
and CUSHING. 

The latter observed that, during the debate, he 
had been much edified at the exhibition of such 
new born zeal of the Administration going out of 
power, to reduce the salaries of these officers. It 
was a sudden convervion—a conversion in the very 
agonies of death. Mr. C. went on to contend that, 
du ing the last twelve years, the Administraticn 
had made no effort for the reform now proposed, 
but now their successors were about to be carried 
into power, this attempt was made. Mr. ©. also 
contended that under the present and last Adminis- 
trations, the burdens of the people, instead of being 
diminished, had been increased. He then pro: 
ceeded to say that Mr. Van Buren had expended 
$23,000,000 during his term, of the surplus reve- 
nue of the fourth instalment, not distributed among 
the people. Yes, all this, in addition to the ordi- 
nary revenue of Government, had been devoured, 
destroyed, burnt up, by this Administration. After 
some further remarks, complaining that this mea- 
sure of reform had not been introduced until the 
dying throes of the Administration, Mr. C. con- 
cluded by appealing to members of both parties to 
suspend all further debate of a party character, and 
proceed at once to the merits of the Dill before 
them. ` 


« After some remarks from Mr. CRARY in favor 

of commencing reform at the present time, without 
waiting for another opportunity, on 

Mr. GENTRY took the floor, and: made-som 
very violent remarks against the party mow. in 
power, for not commencing this reform -at.an ear- 
lier period. fee 

Mr. ALFORD was surprised to hear his. Whig 
friends talk in the way they did. His object in 
rising was to urge upon them not to reserve the 
work of reform until General Harrison. should 
come into power, but to do it now. This was the 
proper time to do the deed. He hoped his friends 
would not think because he deemed. this an. im- 
proper time to touch the tariff, that he considered it 
ton soon to commence reform. It was always too 
soon to do wrong, but never too soon to commence 
doing right. : l 

After some furiher remarks in relation to the im- 
propriety of wasting time in party recriminations, 
gow that the batile had been won, Mr. A. again 
urged that now was the accepted time~now was 
the day of salvation. He would tell. his. friends, 
that after making thousands of stump speeches 
through the country about “reform,” it ill became 
them ts refuse to commence that reform whenever. 
they had the power. $ 

At the late canvass there were three candidates, 
viz: Harrison, Tyler, and Reform.. They. had 
elected two of the candidates, Harrison and Tyler, 
and it was their duty to bring up the third, ©." =: 

Bat, (continued Mr. A) gentlemen’ say ‘they 
will not commence now. Why not? What ex- 
case could they have ia not carrying out their pro- 
mises whenever an opportunity sheuld offer? These 
Loco Focos, as they are called, and I think very 
properly too, althongh they do repent at the 
last moment, like the thief cn the Cross, yet as they 
do not repent, I call on my friends to embrace the 
Opportunity and co-operate wih them, whatever 
may be their motive, in the correction of these 
abuses. No matter what may be the motive, now 
these Loco Fecos are ready to go for reform, al- 
though at the last hour, I say go with them.. Do 
good whenever you ean. f 7 

After drawing a contrast between the high’ sala- 
ries of the United States District Attorneys, Mai- ` 
shals, ete. and those of the high officers of the-G@o- 
verament, Mr. A. asked his friends what excuse 
they could possibly have for refusing io reduce the 
salaries of these attorneys. Fora long time past 
the Whigs have been condemning the extrava- 
gance of the Loco Focos, and bawling aboat “re. 
form, reform,” on evcry stump; and now when 
they had a chance to commence that reform, 
they were anxious to put it off until another 
opportunity. They had been constantly teaz- 
ing the Loco-Focos about retrenchment, and 
now those sinners repented, the Whig re- 
formers refused to co-operate with them. Mr. 
A. continued his remarks at some length, censuring 
his Whig friends for their indisposition to show 
their faith by their works, now that the opportuni- 
ty was afforded. He warned them that the people 
would never consider it a good reason for opposing 
measures of retrenchment, that those measnres ori~ 
ginated with the party now going out of power. 
Neither would the people hold them blameless for 
violating their promises, upon the pretence . that 
those who cailed on them for -the performance, be- 
longed to an expiring Administration, He hinted 
that the real motive of the Whigs, who opposed 
a limitation of the excessive salaries. which, the 
pressure of the times had produced, was that cer- 
tain genticomen, belonging to the incoming Admi» 
nistration, were casting their eyes towards them, 
and looked to enjoy them. But, saidMr. A. I tell 
the gentlemen who have opposed this reform, that 
if no one canbe found in the North who will ac- 
cept the office there, at the limited salary of $6,000 
a year, I shall be glad of it, for then there will be 
some chance fora Nullifier of Georgia to come in 
for the appoistment. 

Mr. A. concluded by saying, that with all his pre- 
judices against the present Administration. yet now 
they proposed reform, although at the last hour 
of their existence, he was ready and willing to co- 
operate with them. And he wonld say to. his 
friends in the words of Shakspeare, j 
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“ay on Macduff, 
Andad behe who first cries hold! enough.” 


< Mr. STEENROD asked Mr. Toomrson when he 
(Mr. T.) introduced his bill to reduce the salaries 
of the marshals and district attorneys. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi said, in an- 
swer to the question propounded to him hy the 
honorable gentleman from Virginia, he had to say 
that, when he came here last session, being fully 
apprized of the enormous sums (as the gentleman 
from Obio will have it) received by the marshals 
and clerks of the courts of the United States for 
their services, he, at a very early period of the last 
session, introduced a bill, the object of which was 
to remedy the evils now complained of, and which 
contained the identical principles of the proviso he 
had offered on iast night. This bill was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary; and onr several 
occasions he sought interviews with some of the 
members of that committee, and urged upon them 
to report the bill back to this House. At last, it 
was reported, and placed upon the calendar of this 
House; but it was at so late a period of the ses- 
sion, that it was impossible to reach and act upon 
it, Among all his political friends with whom 
he had consulted as to that bill, he never heard one 
of them object to its principles, propriety, Or po- 
licy. The course of remarks which had been in- 
duiged in during this debate, made it proper for 
him to make this statement. 


Bat, while he was up, he thoagt it proper to make 
one or two remarks further. Gentlemen ask, whence 
this new-born zeal for reform? So far as he was 
concerned himself, all who have observed his course 
in this House will bear him witness that it was by 
no means a new feeling or anew line of conduct. 
He had always been prepared to vote for every 
thing which savored of reform, whenever it came 
up, and wherever it could be reached. The ques- 
tion was now up in order, and he hoped the prac- 
tice of gentiemen would square with their often re- 
peated professions. Fe hoped that a great princi- 
ple was not to be lost and friuered away by techni- 
cal questions of order. But the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Gewrry,] who has just taken his 
seat, has been pleased to denominate the Demo- 
cratic party as an expiring party, in the last 
gasp. He would tell that gentleman, he 
shoots wide the mark in supposing the Demo- 
cratic party a dying party. He, no doubt, would 
be glad to have it so. He, no doubt would 
rejoice in his heart, firmly to believe its truth. 
But he would tell him, lay not the flattering unction 
to his soul; the spirit of Democracy is not dead— 
itis not down; and like Banquo’s ghost, it will not 
down at his bidding. Bui, in some shape or 
other, he wiil have to speak to if, either as 
“a spirit of health or a goblin damned;” and 
if he did poi mistake, it would bear to him 
no joyful tidings cf quiet and repose. it is 
true the people have, in iheir sovereign pleasure, 
taken the offices of the country out of their hands 
and given them to the Whig party. We have been 
defeated afe not overthrown. We have lost power, 
butour principles the principles of the people. And 
if the incoming Administration shall fail to carry 
out those great principles, gentlemen will find, to 
their great discomfiture, that after this supposed 
deaih, will come the resurrection and the judgment, 


when righteousness, justice, and truth, will prove 


triumphant. 
But the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. GENTRY] 


likens the Democratie party to condemned criminals | 


under the gallows, ina condition oi infamy, and 


are now making the confessions which are extorted i 


from them by a guilty conscience. This, sir, is not 
an orginal idea with the gentleman; it is but the 
echo of what has been said by another greater man 
in Israel in the other end of the Capitol. He pro- 
tested against the application of any such terms to 
the party to wbich he belooged. ‘Phey were un- 
jusiand unmeriied, and found no justification’ in his 
opinion, in the feelings of the people. But should 
the gentleman seek to apply the infamy he speaks 
of to the individual members of the Democratie 
party— 

Here the CHAIR interposed, and said he did not 
puderstand the gentleman from ‘Tennessee as in- 
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tending his remarks to be be taken in any personal 
sense whatever. à 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had not a word more 
to say, if that was his intention, and would not 
longer detain the committee, 

Mr. MORGAN moved to amend the amendment 
by inseiting a proviso that all the fees over $6,000 
received by district attorneys, marshals, ete. for the 
last twelve years should be refunded, butsubsequent- 
ly withdrew it, with the remark (as the Reporter 
understood) that, as he supposed very little 
could be obtained from the gentlemen who had 
held these offices during that time, he would not 
press it. f 

Mr. Moraan then moved to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting after the word “service” the 
words “exclusive of clerk bire.” 

Which motion was rejected. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Cave Jonxson; and, by ayes 98, noes 48, it 
was agreed to. 

The House then took a recess until 4 o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 
At 4 o'clock, Mr. BELL, the chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
resumed the chair, and called the committee to 


order. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the question before 
ihe committee was now on the motion of Mr, Hust 
to strike out the entire proviso. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked if the amendments 


| were not in lieu of ths motion to strike out the pro- 


viso. 

The CHAIR answered no; that the amendments 
had been made under the law of Parliament, which 
permitted a proposition to be amended so as to make 
it as perfect as possible before the question be put 
on striking it out altogether. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON took the floor and spoke 
upon the subject of reform generally, and as to his 
own course in particular, in relation to that subject, 
during the ten years he had served in Congress. 

Mr. GRAVES, Mr. GENTRY, and Mr. C. H. 
WILLIAMS, made frequent explanations during 
Mr. Jonnson’s speech. 

Mr. J. had not concluded at 5 o'clock, when, 
under the order of this morning, the debate was 
arrested, and the committee commenced to vote. 

The question was then put on striking out the 
entire proviso, as amended on the motions of Mr. 
Tompson of Mississippi aad Mr. Cave Jonnson. 
The House was counted by tellers, and there ap- 
peared for striking out 57, against iv 113. 

And so the proviso, as amended, stands. 

e Namerous other amendments were offered to the 
bill, some of which elicited interesting explana- 
tions. A full report is in course of preparation. 
At half past nine o'clock, on motion of Mr. 
JONES of Virginia, the bi, as amended, was re- 
ported to the House. 

Whereon, 

Mr. WISE moved the previous question on the 
bill and amendments. 

But, pending that motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, February 24, 1841. 

Mr. PIERCE presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of New Hampshire in favor of a law fixing 
the election of electors for President and Vice 
President of the United Siaies on the same day 
throughout the Union; which were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be prinied. 

Mr. BATES presented resolutions of the Legis- 

lature of Massachuseits in relation to claims for 
French spoliations prior to 1800, and recommend- 
ing the passage of the bill now before Congress 
making indemnity therefor; which were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Havre de Grace, praying an appropriation 
for deepening the channel at the mouth of tbe har- 
bor; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved that the Senate would 
take up the bili for the relief of Joseph M. Her- 
nandez, and made a strong appeal to the Senate in 


behalf of the claimant; but at the suggestion of 
Mr. WRIGHT, on account of the thinness of the 
Senate, Mr. HUBBARD withdrew his motion, and 
gave notice that he would renew the motion to- 
morrow at half past twelve o'clock, 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the Se- 
nate took up the bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, 
widow, and John Hill, Elizabeth Hill, and Samuel 
Hil, children and minor heirs at law of Samuel 
Hill, deceased; and it was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the bill for the relief of 
Charles F. Sibbald, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Thomas M. 
Iset; which was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Contingent Expenses: 

Resolved, Tnat there be allowed to Rebert Peale, 
for extra dutics as assistant doorkeeper, daring the 
past session of Congress, and for the performance 
of the duties of Sergeant-at-Arms during a part of 
the last and the present session, the same amount 
that wes allowed to John Shackford for similar ser- 
vices, by a resolution of the Senate of the Ist of 
March, 1833? 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The bill for the relief of Sarah M. Charlton, a 
Cherokee Indian, and others; 

The bill for the relief of Garry Hinant; 

The bill for the relief of Jacques Bon and Alex- 
ander Coleman; 

The bill for the relief of John McClanahan; 
and 

The bill granting a pension to Margaret Jami- 
son; were severally considered as in committee 
of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The Hause bill for the relief of Mary Tucker, 
was considered as in committee of the whole, and 
ordered to a third reading; and on motion by Mr. 
CLAY of Alabama, it was read a third time and 


passed. 
BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

The Senate then took up the bill to revive and 
continue the corporate existence of the banks of the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. TAPPAN concluded his remarks, and the 
question was taken on his amendment, and it was 
disagreed to—ayes 2, noes 33. i 

Mr. CLAY of Albama then offered the fellow- 
ing amendment to the bill: 

And provided, further, that nothing herein con- 
tained shall be so contrued as to prevent said 
banks, or either of them, from paying deposites 
heretofore made in said banks, or either of them, 
in the kind of funds in which said deposites were 
made. 

Afier some remarks by Mr. WRIGHT and 
Mr. CLAY, the amendment was agreed to. : 

Mr. ALLEN then offered an amendment, mak- 
ing the steckholders liable for the debis of the bank; 
which was disagreed to—ayes 18, noes 19. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading—ayes 28, noes 13. 

The Senate then went into Executive session, 

And afterwards adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weonesnpay, February 24, 1841. ; 

Mr. ANDREWS asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to present a resolution from the Com- 
mittee of Accounts, directing the payment of the 
per diem to such members as were prevented from 
reaching Washington at the commencement of the 
present session, in consequence of the storm which 
prevailed about that time. 

Objection being made, 

Mi; ANDREWS moved a suspension of the 
rules, 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion of the 
gentleman fiom Kentucky could not be then en- 
ier!ained, inasmuch as the motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Wisx,] made last evening for 
the previons question on the amendments adopted 
by the Committee of the Whole to the : 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL, 

Was then pending. 

The question was then taken on seconding the 
motion of Mr. Wisg, and resulted: Ayes 75— 
noes 21, 

But no quorum voting, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a call of the House, 
and thereupon called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and resulted: Yeas 106—nays 42. 

So a call of the House was ordered. 

The Clerk was proceeding in the call, when 

Mr. MORGAN moved that all further proceed- 
ings therein be dispensed with; and on that motion, 
Mr. ANDERSON cal'ed for the yeas and nays; 
but f i 

Mr. MORGAN having withdrawn his motion, 
The yeas and nays were not ordered, 

The Clerk resumed the call. 

Mr. EVANS moved that all further . proceedings 
therein be dispensed with; on which motion, 

Mr. ANDREWS called for the yeas and nays; 
bat they were not ordered. 

The call baving been concluded, the names of 
the absentees were then called; and it appeared 
that 189 members answered to their names. 

The names of the absentees were about being 
again called, when, 

On motion of Mr. CLIFFORD, all further pro- 
ceedings in the call were dispensed with. 

The motion for the previous question was se- 
conded, and the main question ordered to be put. 

The question now recur:ed on agreeing to the 
amendments to the general appropriation bill, 
adopted in the Committee of the Whole. 

Several of the amendments were then agreed to 
seriatim. : 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
appropriating $30,000 for the repair of the Poto- 
mac Bridge, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
115, nays 75. 

On thé proviso relating to the reduction of the 
fees and emoluments of United States Distret At- 
tornies, Marsballs, etc. as amended by Messrs. Ja- 
cos Tu-mpson and Cave Jonnson, 

Mr. GRANGER called for a division of the 
question, 

And the SPEAKER decided that it was divi- 


sible. 

Mr. WISE appealed from the decision; but on 
the question being taken, the decision of the SPEAK- 
ER was affirmed. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
onthe first branch, being the amendment of Mr. 
Jacos Tuompson, of Mississippi: 

“That hereafter, in lieu of all fees, emoluments, and receipts, 
now allowed, it shall and may be lawful for the United States 
clerks, attorneys, counsel, and marshals, in the district and cir- 
cuit courts ofthe United States in theseveral States, to demand 
and receive the same fees that nuw are, or herealter may be, 
allowed by the Jaws of the gaid States respectively where said 
courts are held, to the clerks, attorneys, arid counsel, and she- 
riffs, in the highest courts of the said States in which like ser- 
vices are rendered: and no other fees or emoluments, except 
that the marshals shall receive in full, for summonig all the 
jurors for any one court, thirty dollars: and shall receive, for 
every day’s actual attendance at any court, five dollars per day; 
and for any services, including the compensation for mileage, 
performed by said officers ia the discharge of their official duty, 
for which no compensation is provided by the laws of said 
States, respectively, the said officers may receive such fees as 
are now allowed by law according to the existing usage and 
practice of said courts,of the United States; and every district 
attorney, except the district attorney of the southern district 
of New York, shall receive, in addition to the above fees, a sa- 
lary of two hundred dollars per annum.” 

And resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Ander- 
son, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bell, Blackwel!, Boardman, Boyd, Brew- 
ster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Bailer, William O. Bater, 
William B. Campbell, Carr, Cascy, Chapman, 
Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Clifford, Coles, Connor, 
Mark A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crabb, 
Crary, Crockett, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Edward 
Davies, John Davis, John W. Davis, Garrett Da- 
vis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dickerson, Del- 
let, Doan, Doe, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, East- 
man, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Gates, Genty, 
Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, 
Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, 
William S. Hastings, John Hastings, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Hunt, Jackson, Charles John- 
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ston, Joseph Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kempshall, Kille, King, Lane, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, Me- 
Carty, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Meredith 
Mallory, Francis Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Me- 
dill, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Montgomery, 
Moore, ° Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Morrow, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Osborne, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Peck, Pickens, Prentiss, Profit, Ran- 
dolph, Rayner, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Ed- 
ward Rogers, Russell, Samuels, Sergeant, Shaw, 
Shepard, Simonton, John Smith, Truman Smith, 
Thomas Smiih, Stanly, Starkweather, S:eenrod, 
Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, Philip 
F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Trumbull, Tur- 
ney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, 
Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Weller, Edward D. 
White, John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Thomas W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, and 
Wise— 176. 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Barnard, 
Calhoun, Cranston, Evans, Goode, James, Jame- 
son, Miller, Calvary Morris, Randall, Saltonstall, 
Albert Smith, Toland, and Christopher H. Wil- 
liams-—16. 

So this branch of the proviso was concurred in. 

The question then recurring on agreeing to the 
second branch, being the amendment of Mr. Cave 
Jounson, viz: 


Provided, That the fees and emoluments returned by the dis- 
trict attorneys, marshals, and clerks, shall in no case exceed 
for the district attorneys. or marshals, or either of them, the sum 
of six thousand dollars; and those for each of the clerks shall not 
exceed in any case four thousand five hundred doilars—the 
surplus of fees and emoluments to be paid into the public Trea- 
sury, under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, subject tothe disposition of 
Congress. 

And it was decided in the affirmative, by yeas 
and nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Ander- 
son, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beaty, 
Beirne, Blackwell, Boardman, Boyd, Brewster, 
Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Butler, William O. Butler, Calaoum, William B. 
Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Chf- 
ford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Crass, Edward 
Davies, Jobn Davis, John W. Davis, Garrett Da- 
vis, Deberry, Dennis, Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Gerry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Green, Griffa, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Hill of 
Virginia, Hoimes, Hopkins, Jackscn, Jameson, 
Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Nat. Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kile, Lane, Lezdbetter, 
Leet, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCul- 
loch, McKay, Meredith Mallory, Francis Mallory, 
Mason, Medill, Milter, Montanya, Montgomery, 
Naylor, Newhard, Osborne, Parrish, Parmenier, 
Parris, Paynter, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynelds, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, Rysli, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, Simonten, John Smith, Thos, Smith, 
Stanly, Starkweather, Steerrod, Strong, Stvait, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Philip 
F. Thomas, Jacob Tr-mpson, Jeha B. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Trambuil, Turney, Underwood, 
Vand-rpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Peter J. 
Wagner, Weller, J. White, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
ilams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise 
—~138. 

NAYS—Messrs. Jchn W. Allen, Barnard, 
Bell, Brockway, Albert G. Brown, John Camp- 
bell, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Curtis, Cusbing, 
Dawson, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gen- 
try, Granger, Grinnell, Habersham, Hammond, 
William S. Hastings, Huot, James, Wm. Cost 
Jobnson, Kemble, Kempshall, Kirg, Leonard, 
Lincoln, Marvin, Mitchell, Monrce, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Morrow, Nisbet, Péck, Randolph, Rayner, 
Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Slade, 
Albert Smith, Troman Smith, Waddy Thompson, 
Toland, Warren, Edward D. White, Thomas W. 
Williams, and Winthrep—s3. 

So the proviso, as amended, was agreed to. 

On the amendment “for the payment of ar- 
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rearages for completing the custom house at New 
York, $34,321 21,” the yeas and nays were de- 
manded by Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, and being: or- 
dered, were taken, and resulted as follows: eae? 
YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Baker, Bell, Boardman, Brewster, Aaron Va: 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, William O. Butler, Cal- 
houn, John Campbell, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Clark, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies; ° 
John Davis, Garet Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dennis, Doe, Earl, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Floyd; 
Formance, Galbraith, Gentry, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell, W. S. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, 
Holmes, Hunt, Jackson, Charles Johnston, Joseph 
Johnson, Nath. Jones, Kemble, Kempshall, King, 
Lane, Lincoln, McCarty, Meredith Mallory, Mar- 
vin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Moore, 
Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Morrow, Newhard, 
Osborne, Parmenter, Paynter, Proffit, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Edward 
Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Truman. 
Smith, Swart, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Trumbul!, Vanderpoel, Edward D. White, . 
John White, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph Li 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Win- 
throp—89. ` 
NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, Sampson 
H. Batler, W. B. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Chap» 
man, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cooper,- 
Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Crary, Crockett, Jobn 
W. Davis, Dellet, Doan,. Dromgoole,.. Duncan, 
Eastman, Fisher, Garland, Gerry, Goggin, Godde, 
Graham, Giffin, Hammond, John Hastings, Haw- 
kins, HiH of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, 
Jameson, J. W. Jones, Kille, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, 
Francis Mallory, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, 
Nisbet, Parrish, Parris, Reynolds, Rives, Ryall, 
Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, John Smith, ‘Thomas 
Smih, Stanly, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sumier, Swearingen, Taliaferro, P. F. Thomas, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Underwood, 
Vroom, David D. Wagener, Warren, Weller, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
Lewis Williams, and Wise—88. : 
So the amendment was concurred in. ; 
The yeas and nays were ako taken on agreeing 
to the following amendment: BA es 
“For furniture for the custom house, New York, 
48,000.” 
And the amendment was rejected, as follows: 
YHAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Baker, Bell, Boardman, Brewster, Brockway, John 
Campbell, Carroll, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Wil- 
liam R. Cooper, Cranston, Crockeit, Curtis, Cush- 
ing, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dickerson, Doe, Earl, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, William S. 
Hastings, Holmes, Hunt, Jackson, James, Charles 
Johnston, Nathaniel Jones, Kemble, Kempshall, 
King, Leonard, L ncoln, MeCartv, Meredith Mal- 
lory, Marvin, Mason, Miichel!, Monroe, Morgan, 
Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pickens, Randa'l, Randolph, 
Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Salton- 
stall. Sergeant, Albert Smith, Treman Smith, Stus 
ari, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Vanderpoel, 
Peter J. Wagner, Edward D. White, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and 
Winthrop—75. ve, 
NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Anderson, Andrews, , 
Atheiton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Albert Q. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Wil- 
liam O. Baller, William B. Campbell, Carr, Ca- 
sey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor; Mark’ A. 
Cooper, Crabb, Edward Davies, John Davis, John 
W. Davis, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole,.Dancan, 
Eastman, Fisher, Floyd, Fornanee, “Galbraith, 
Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Griffin, 
Hammond, Hawes, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hopkios, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Lane, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Lewis, Lowe'l, Lucas, McClellan, McCaul- 
loch, McKay, Francis Mallory, Medill, Miller, 
Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Newhard, 
Nisbet, Parrish, Parris, Paynter, Prentiss, Rariden, _ 
Reynolds, Rives, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, 
Jon Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Taliaferro, 
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Philip) F. Thomas; Jacob Thompson, John: B. 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vroom, Warren, 
Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
liams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
and Wise—100. ' 

The question was then taken on the following 
an endment, viz: 

“For furniture for the President’s House, of 


American manufacture, so far as may be practica- . 


ble and expedient, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the President, in addition to the avails of 
the sales of decayed furniture, the sum of 
$6,000; l i 

And decided in the affirmative—yeas 90, nays 
86, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, John W. Alen, 
Bell, Boardman, Brockway, Sampson H. Batler, 
Calhoun, Carroll, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Cran- 
ston, Cross, Edward Davies, Garrett Davis, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Dennis, Dickerson, Dellet, Doe, 
Earl, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, Galbraith, 
Gentry, Giddings, Granger, Graves, Grinnell, Ha- 
bersham, Hammond, Wm. S. ‘Hastings, John 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill 
Holmes, James, Chas. Johnston, Kemble, Kemp- 
shall, King, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lincoln, MeCar- 
ty, Meredith Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, 
Moore, Morrow, Naylor, Nisbet, Osborne, Parmen- 
ier, Peck, Pickens, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, Rives, Edward Rogers, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Sergeant, Simonton, Albert Smith, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Sumter, Philip F. Thomas, 
Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, 
Underwood, Peier J. Wagner, Warren, Edward 
D. White, John White, Wick, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, and Winthrop—go. 

NAYS—Messis, aruru, mnaerson, 


Andrews, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, 


Boyd, Brewster, 


Aaron V. Brown, Burke, W. O. Buller, W. B, Camp- | 


bell, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
nor, Mark A. Cooper, Wm, R. Cooper, Crabb, 
Crary, John Davis, John W, Davis, Doan, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Eastman, Floyd, Garland, Gerry, 
Goggin, Gocde, Graham, Green, Griffin, Hand, 
Hawkins, Hopkins, Jackson, Jameson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Lane, Leet, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, 
McKay, Francis Mallory, Medill, Miller, Mont- 
gomery, S. W. Morris, Newhard, Palen, Parrish, 
Parris, Paynter, Prentiss, Reynolds, Ryall, Sa- 
muels, Shaw, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Taliaferro, Jacob 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Turney, Vroom, 
David D. Wagener, Weller, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—86. 

The next amendment was then read, as fol- 
lows: : 

“For annual repair of the President's House, 
gardener’s salary, horse and cart, labcrers and 
tools, and for amount due F, Masi and Company 
for repairs on furniture, $2,628 ” 

The question was about being taken, when 

Mr. MEDILL called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. But ; 

Before the question was taken, it being now half 
past two o'clock, 

The House took a recess until four o’clock. 


[EVENING SESSION. ] 

Afier the recess, 

The Sesarer resurned the chair, 
but few members present, 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER said that as the previoas quer- 
tion was pending on the amendments adopted by 
the Commitiee of the Whole to the civil and : iplo- 
matic appropriation bill, a motion for a cali of the 
House was not in erder. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Well, then, I move to ad- 
journ. 

On that motion, Mr. BANKS demanded the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered, and resulted, yeas 
4, nays 108. 

So the House refused to adjourn; but no quorum 
voted. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, What are we to do then? 
We have no quorum; the Hlouse refuses to ad- 
journ, and a call of the House is not in order. 


and there being 


of Vireinia, 


Several other members having now arrived, the 
Speaker decided that a quorum was present. 

The question pending being on the following 
amendment: . 

“For annual repair of the Presidents House, 
gardener’s salary, herse and cart, laborers and 
tools, and for amount due F. Masi and Company 
for repairs on furniture, $2,628: it was agreed to 
—yeas 112, nays 49. 

After the adoption of several other amendments, 
without a division, 

The amendment appropriating $3 000 for com- 
pleting the court-house at Alexandria, was coa- 
curred in as follows: yeas 105, nays 7. 

The nextamendment was then read as follows: 

“For payment to the stonecutters and the other 
workmen on the new Treasury building, of the 
sums allowed them by the commissioners appoint- 
ed by the President of the United States to super- 
intend the prosecution of the work, etc. in fulfil- 
ment of the resolution of Congress of 20th July, 
1840, $12,923, and it was agreed to—yeas 109, 
nays 60. 

The question then recurring on agreeing with 
the Committee of the Whole in their amendment 
striking out the appropriation for “a Minister to 
Mexico, and inserting an appropriation for a 
Charge only;” 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON wished to know 
whether the Committee on Foreign Affairs had 
seconded this amendment, striking off the Minister 
to Mexico. 

Great confusion here arose, owing to many mem- 
bers attempting to speaking at once. 

Mr. MONROE, in a very loud tone, propounded 
a question to the Speaker as to the effect of a re- 
jection of the amendment. 

The noise prevailing was so great that the re- 
sponse of the SPEAKER was not heard. 

But several members now calling on Mr. Mon- 
ROE to sit down, and not ask such simple ques- 
tions, 

Mr. MONROE insisted on his right to ask any 
question he might think proper, before he was called 
upon to vote, 

Mr. WISE. Well, then, will the SPEAKER please 
to tell me how to spell apple pie? 

After some remarks from Mr. STANLY, in 
which he asked to be excused from voting, 

Mr. GRAVES took the floor, and was proceed- 
ing with some remarks, when 

Mr. WISE said he insisted on having order, and 
requested the gentleman to take his seat, 

Mr. GRAVES said, well, then, let him state his 
point of order for the decision of the Cuar, but I 
will not take my seat at his [Mr Wisr’s] com- 
mand, 

Mr. WISE. Well, I submit my point of order, 
which is, whether a gentleman has a right, for the 
purpose of evading the previou- question, to — 

Loud cries of “order,” “sit down,” etc. arose 
from various parts of the hall. 

Mr. WISE. It’s of no use; gentlemen may 
call “order” as much as they please; I cannot be 
put down on my own point of order. 

Mr. GRAVES. What is the point of order? 

Mr. WISE. Hear it, and do not eall upon me 
to sit down before you know whatitis. The point 
of order is, whether a gentleman can, to evade the 
previous question, ask to be excused from voting, 
and then give his reasons? 

The SPEAKER said it was obvious that such a 
course was not in order. 

Mr. GRAVES desired to know if, under the con- 
sideration of a bill making appropriation for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
1841, the gentleman from Virginia was in order in 
asking the Speaker “to please to tell him how to 
spell apple pie?” 

Afier some further diseussion of a conversational 
character, the question was taken on agreeing to 
the amendment of the Committee of the Whole, 
and decided in the negative, as follows: 

Y#AS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert 
G. Brown, Burke, Bynum, Carr, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford; Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, 
Crary, John Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, 
Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
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Earl, Eastman, Fine, Fioyd, Fornanee, Galbraith, 
Ga‘es, Gerry, Goggin, Hammond, Hand, John 
Hastings, Hawkias, Hill of North Carolina, Hop- 
kins, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Meredith 
Mallory, Francis Mal!ory, Medill, Miller, Mon- 
tanya, Montgomery, Samuel. W. Morris, New- 
hard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, John Smith, Thos. Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweney, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob Taompson, Turney, Underwood, 
Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Weller, 
Jared W. Williams, Henry Wiliams, Lewis Wil 
liams, and Wise—86, 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, John W, Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, Brock- 
way, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, 
Calhoun, John Campbel', William B. Campbell, 
Carroll, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Cranston, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, Garrett Davis, Dawson- 
Dennis, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Filmore, Gar, 
land, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Graves, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, 
Hall, William S. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill 
cf Virginia, Hoffman, Holmes, Hoit, Hunt, 
James, Charles Jchnston, William Cost Johnson, 
Kemble, Kempshall, King, Lane, Lect, Lewis, 
Lincoln, Lowell, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Moa- 
ree, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pickens, Proffit, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Rhett, 
Ridgway, Russel), Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Albert Smi:h, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Sum- 
ter, Taliaferro, John B Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, 
Edward D. White, John White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, and Winthrop—101. 

So the Ffonse refused to strike out the appropria- 
tion for a Minister to Mexico. f 

The question was then taken on the following 
amendment of Mr. Uxnrrwoop: 

After the word dollars in the 535th line, page 23, 
insert the following proviso: 

Provided, however, that in addition te returns 
now required to be rendered by postmasters, it shall 
be the duty of the postmasters at New York, Bor- 
ton, Philadelphia, Baltimore, ani New Orleans, 


“and the other several cities of the Union, each and 


every year hereafter, to render a 
account to the Postmaster General, under oath, in 
such form as the latter shall prescribe for the pu.- 
pose of giving full effect to this pr viso, of all emo- 
luments or sums, by them respectively received for 
boxes or pigeon holes, or other receptacles for let- 
ters or papers, and by them charged for to indivi- 
duals; or for the delivery of letters or papers at or 
from any place in either of the said Cities, other 
than the actual post office of such city, and of all 
emoluments, receipts, and profits, that have come 
to their hands by reason of keeping branch offices 
in either of said cities; andif from such accounting it 
shall appear that the nett amount received by 
either of the postmasters at either of such cities 
for such boxes and pigeon holes, and other recepta- 
cles for letters and papers, and for delivering let- 
ters or papers at or from any place,in either of 
said cities, other than said post office, and by rea- 
son of keeping a branch post office in either of said 
cities, shall, in the aggregate, exceed the sum of 
three thousand dollars in any one year, such excess 
shall be paid to the Postmaster General for the use 
and purposes of the Post Office Department; and 
no postmaster sha!l hereafter, under any pretence 
whatever, have or receive, or retain for himself, 
in the aggregate, more than five thousand dollars 
per year, including salaries or commissions now 
allowed and limited by law. 

Tne amendment was agreed to, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrz, Alford, Judson Allen, John W. 
Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Banks, Baker, Beatty, 
Beirne, Biackwell, Boardman, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert GŒ. Brown, Barke, Wils- 
liam O. Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, William R.. 
Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Cif. 
ford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, Cushing, Johan 


quarter yearly 


Davis, John W.. Davis, Garrett Davis, Dawson, 
Deherry, Dennis, Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Everett, Fillmore, 
Fine, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Gates, 
Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, 
Green, -Griffia, Habersham, Hall, Hammond, 
Hand, William S. Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Henry. Hill of Virginia, Hill of N. C. Hopkins, 
Hunt, Jackson, James, Jameson, Charles Johnston, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemp- 
shall, Kille, King, Lane, Leadbetter, Leet, Leo- 
nard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCualloch, 
McKay, F. Mallory, Mason, Miller, Montgomery, 
Moore, Morgan, Samuel. W. Morris, Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, Par- 
menter, Parris, Paynter, Peck, Pickens, Prentiss, 
Randolph, Raridev, Rayver, Reynolds, Rives, 
E. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, John Smith, 
Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanly, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumpter, 
Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Philip F. Tho- 
mas, Jacob Thompson, J. B. Thompson, Turney, 
Uunderwood, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. 
Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Weller, 
Edward D. White, John White, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Wiiliams, Jo- 
seph L. Williams, Winthrep, and Wise—152. 

NAYS—Messrs Barnard, John Campbell, 
Chinn, Chittenden, Edward Davies, Evans, M. 
Mallory, Marvin, Palen, Sergeant, Toland, and 
Christopher H. Williams—12. 

The amendment of Mr. Jacop Trompson, ap- 
propriating $10,000 for continuing a survey of the 
Gulf of Mexico, was also agreed to—yeas 97, 
nays 84. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to a 
third reading, and, being read a third time by its 
title, was passed. : 

The House then adjourned. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana, when his name was 
called on an amendment to the civil and diplomaiic 
appropriation bill, appropriating $6,000 for furnish- 
ing the President’s House, arose and said: On yes- 
terday, when the amendment was proposed in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, he was unavoidably absent, 
and he asked the Cmar for information whether 
the amendment was reported by a responsible com- 
mittee having that matter in charge, or whether it 
was proposed on the responsibility of a single 
member? He said he desired this information, for 
upon it depended the vote he felt bound to give. 
The Srzaren saidit was notin order to give any 
explanation, but many voices cried out that tke 
amendment was proposed by a single member. If 
so, Mr. S. said he did not deem it required, and 
should vote against it. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 25, 1841. 

The bill from the House, making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Go- 
vernment for the year 1841, was taken up, read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which a memorial on the subject 
was referred, reported a bill to grant the right of 
pre-emption to settlers upon the Dabuque claim, in 
the Territory of Iowa, which was read, aud order- 
ed to a second reading; and on motion by Mr. W. 
and by unanimous consent, it was considered as in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Maine, praying that measures may be 
taken for a Congress of Nations; which was laid 
on the iable. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill to revive and continue the corporate ex- 
istence of the banks of the District of Columbia; 

The bill for the relief of Isabella Hili, widow, 
and John Hill, El zabeth Hil), and Samuel Hill, 
children and minor he:rs at law of Samuel Hill, 
deceased; 

The bill for the relief of Sarah M. Chariton, a 
Cherokee Indian, and others; 

The bill for the relief of Garry Hinant; 
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The bill for the relief of Jacques. Bon and Alex- 
ander Coleman; 

The bill for the relief of John McClanahan; 
an 

The bill granting a pension to Margaret Jami- 
son; were severally read a third time, and passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The following bills were taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The billfor the relief of Mary Neal, widow of 
Samuel Neal, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Huldah Tucker. 

The bill granting pension to William Rand. 

The bill for the relielf of Converse and Rees. 

The bill for the relief of Samnel Norris and 
Frederick Saugrain of Arkansas. 

The bill for the relief of Jesse Carpenter. 

The bill to cause monuments to be erected in 
honor of Brigadier General Francis Nash and 
Brigadier General William Davidson, being taken 


up, 

Mr. GRAHAM advocated its passage at some 
length. 

Mr. KING regretted that, from a sense of duty, 
he was compelled to oppose this bill. Resolutions 
to erect monuments to the memory of. the brave of- 
ficers who fell in our Revolutionary contest, 
were numerous in the journals of the Con- 
gress of the Confederation. They were deem- 


ed appropriate tributes of respect for the dis-` 


tinguished services of the deceased; but up to this 
day not a single monument has been erected—not 
even to Washington. No one felt more deeply the 
obligations we were under to the illustrious men of 
our Revointion. To them we owe every thing; to 
their exertions are we indebted even for the right to 
our seats in this ha!!. But he hoped, when we en- 
tered into this subject, it would not be in isolated 
cases, but to consider it generally--to take up the 
numerous revolutions that have been passed in 
cases similar to tnose of Generals Nash and Da- 
vidson, who he knew were brave and worthy 
officers, but not more brave and worthy than 
many others who fought and fell in the Revolution. 
As there was not time at this advanced period of 
the session to do justice to this subject, he would 
move to lay the bill on the table. 

After a few remarks from Mr. GRAHAM, the 
bill was laid on the table. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
relief of Joseph M- Hernandez was taken up, read 
a third time, and passed. 

The bili to revive and continue in force, for a 
limited time, an act approved on the third day of 
March, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, entitled 
“An act for the appointment of commissioners to 
adjust the claims to reservations of land, under the 
fourteenth article of the treaty of eighteen hun- 


ddre and thirty, with the Choctaw Jndians;” | 


also, an act approved on the 
second day of February, eigh:een hundred 
and thirty-eight, entitled “An act to amend 
an act entitled ‘an act for the appointment of 
commissioners to adjust the claims to reserva- 
tions of land, under the fourteenth artic'e of 
treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, with the 
Choctaw Indians,” was taken up and debated at 
much ‘ength by Messrs. SEVIER, HENDERSON, 
LINN, and WALKER; and after being amended, 
on motion by Mr. SEVIER, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The Senate went into Executive session. 

And then adjourned. 


and, twenty- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 25, 1841. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama asked that, by 
general consent, the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
to consider Senate bill No. ]2, “to establish a Jand 
office in the State of Alabama, for the lands ac- 
quired by the late treaty with the Cherokees ” 

Mr. C. said, that as he should be obliged to move 
a suspension of the rules to take up this bill, if any 
objection should be made, he would ask the indal- 
gence of the House to state that this territory, for 
the sale of which this biil was intended to provide, 


had been-acquired ‘more than five years age. “The 
Legislature of Alabama had, at every session. since, 
memorialized Congress to establish -a Jand district 
for the sale of the lands, and a bill had. passed: the 
Senate, and one had been reported from: the Com- 
mitiee on Public Lands in this House, at each ses« 
sion of Congress since; but (said Mr. ‘C ) owing to 
the state of the public business, he had: failed. in: 
every effort to have the subject acted on, and the. 
bill had regularly failed for want of time only.: He 
had made frequent motions to take up this mea« 
sure, So important to his constituents, and, indeed, 
to the country, and had watched, week after week, 
te get the floor at ihis session, and this was the- first 
time he had succeeded. 


Mr. C. said that the settlers on the public lands 
in the Cherokee country were anxious to have an 
opportunity to enter their laods, which they could 
net do, unless a new land office was established, or. 
the territory annexed to other districts.. He be- 
lieved there were some two millions of acres of pubs 
lic land in the territory, one half of which, he pre- 
sumed, would sell, and a considerable portion of it 
at an early day; so that he could inform gentlemen 
who were apprehensive that the accruing revenues 
of the country would fall short of the current ex- 
penses of the year, that he believed the passage of 
this bill would bring into the Treasury nearly a 
million of dollars. Mr. ©. said that as he troubled 
the House but seldom, he hoped no objection 
would be made to his motion. : 

But objection being made, ae 


Mr. CHAPMAN moved a suspension of the 
rules; whereupon, ‘ 


Mr. GRAVES called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr CRABB said he hoped he should be pèrmit- 
ted (although no debate wes allowable) to make a 
suggestion io his colleague (Mr. Cuapman] who 
had made the motion to suspend the rules. It was 
this: that he would amend bis motion so as to go 
into Committee of the Whole upon another bill on 
the same subj-ct of the Cherokee lands, at the same 
time with the bill to create a new land district. It 
was a bill which had passed the Senate since the 
one on which the gentleman proposed to act, and- 
provided for an attachment of the Cherokee territo- 
ry to two existing land districts, instead of creating 
a new land district. It had passed the ‘Senate, in 
accordance with instructions from the Legislature 
of Alabama, and he desired the Committee of the 
Whole to have before it, at the same time, both 
bills, so as to determine between them. 


To this suggesticn, Mr. Cuapman acceded. 
Mr. C. further modified his moticn, at the request 
of Mr. Cniny, so as to take up, at the same time, 
the bill to establish a new land district in the State ` 
of Louisiana. 

Mr. CHAPMAN said that, as he could assure 
the House he would consume as little time as pos- 
sible, not intending to enter isto any debate, he 
would, in order that his motion might prevail, ask 
for a suspension of the rules for one hour only. 

The question was then taken, and resulted 
yes 64, nays 89. 3 

So the rales were not suspended. 

On motion of Mr. JONES ef Virginia, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the State of the Union, (Mr. KcKay 
in the chair,) and took up the bill making appro- 
pria‘ions for the i 


NAVAL SERVICE FOR THE YEAR 1841. 
The bill having been read, ; : 
Mr. SALTONSTALL moved to amend the fol- 

lowing section, viz: “for increase, repairs, arma- 
ment, and equipment of the navy, and ‘wear and 
tear of vessels in commission, $1,425,000," by 
striking out that amount, and incerting’in lieu 
thereof $2,000,060. : 

A discussion on the amendment arose, in which 
Messrs. SALTONSTALL, JONES of Virginia, 
EVANS, TILLINGHAST, REED, and PROF- 
FIT, participated. 

Waen, the hour of two and a half o’el ock having 
arrived, 

The House took its usual recess, 
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After the recess, 

The consideration of the 

© NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL 
was resumed, in Committee of the Whole, the 
question pending being on the amendment moved 
by Mr. SALTONSTALL, to amend the following 
section, viz: “for increase, repairs, armament, and 
equipment of the navy, and wear and tear of ves- 
sels in commission, $1 425,000,” by striking out 
that amount, and inserting in lieu thereof $2,000,000. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana being entitled to the 
floor, addressed the committee, at some length, 
against the amendment. His remarks will be given 
hereafier. 
` The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
MASON, COOPER of Georgia, and WISE, when 

Mr. MALLORY moved further to amend, as 
follows: 

“$500,000 of which sum shall be expended in 
building and equipping war steamers of medium 
size.” A 

After some remarks from Messrs. HOFFMAN, 
‘WISE, CUSHING, VANDRRPOEL, and AL- 
BERT SMITH, 

On motion of the latter, the commitee rose, 

And, at a few minutes before eight o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Friary, February 26, 1841. 

DEATH OF THE HON. P. P. BARBOUR. 

Mr. ROANE submitted the following letter, 
which was read: 

Wasuixaron, Feb. 26, 1841. 

Str: As one of the Senators of the State of Vir- 
ginia, of which cur lamented brother, Judge Bar- 
BouR, was so distinguished a citizen, I enclose you 
a copy of the funeral ceremonies which have been 
determined upon. ; 

Tam, sir, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 


R. B. TANEY. 

Hon. Wm. H. Roane, 

Senate Chamber. 

Order of ihe funeral ceremonies attending the removal 
of the remains of the Hon. P. P. KargouR, late 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

The Judges of the Supreme Court, with its of- 
ficers, and the Judges of the Courts of the District, 
with the members of the bar, will assemble at 2 
o’clock to-day at Mrs. Turner's, (Pennsylvania 
avenue,) and thence attend the remains of the de- 
ceased to the room of the Supresie Court, where 
` the usual services will be performed by the Chap- 
lains of Congress; and where 

Tue PRESIDENT, 
The Heads of the Departments, 
The Senators and Representatives in Congress, 
The Members of the foreign Legations, 

And citizens and strangers, are r quested to attend; 

after which, the procession will move in the above 

order to the steamboat wharf, where the remains of 
the deceased will be embarked with proper attend- 
ants, in order to be conveyed to his country seat in 

Orange county, Virginia, for interment. 

The documents having been read, 

Mr. ROANE addressed the Senate in the fol- 
lowing words: 


Mr. Parsibent: I ask a moment of the precious 
ume of the Senate: I will not abuse it—for already 
had the mournful intelligence, now officially an- 
noune d to us, reached every member of this body; 
and already had the heart of every individual in 
this community been touch-d by that pure and ex- 
alted feeling which is ever awakened, when the pa- 

„triot hears that his country has suddenly lost, and 
that forever, one of its benefactors. 

Mr, President, had I the talent and the matrial, 
which I bave not, to offer a just tribute to the 
memory of the distinguished Judge, whese fu- 
neral we are now invited to attend, I should deem 
it inappropriate to‘do soon the present occasion. 


That task Ishall leave in other and abler hands. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
But knowing, as I do, the exemplary virtues of the 
deceased, in all the social and domestic relations of 
life; knowing, as I do, the exalted estimation in 
which his virtues, talents, and patriotism were held 
in hisnative State, which I have the honor in part 
to represent; and knowing, as docs every member 
of this body, his long, faithful, and valuable public 
services within the walls of this building, I feel my- 
self authorized to ask the Senate to adopt the reso- 
lution I now offer: 


Resolved unanimously, That in testimony of their 
respect for the memory of the honorable Pasture P, 
Barzour, late Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, the Senate will adjourn 
this day at two o’clock, for the purpose of attending 
the funeral of the deceased. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. KKIGHT presented the memorial of Amey 
Babbitt; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama gave notice that to-mor- 

row he would ask leave to introduce a bill to remo- 
dify the judicial circuits of the United States, 
- Mr. WHITE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Wm. R. Davis; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which a memorial of citizens of 
Ilinois upon the subject had been referred, report- 
eda bill concerning anact granting lands to cer- 
tain ex les from Poland; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading, 

Oa motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
relief of Charles F. Sibbald was coasidered as in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be en- 
grosted for a third reading. 

The bili for creating a new land district in the 
State of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries 
of the southwestern and western land districts in 
said State; and 

The bill for the relief of Jesse Carpenter, were 
considered as in committee of the whole, and or- 
dered to bz engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of the Eagle Railroad and 
Lumber Company was taken up, 

Mr. BENTON thought, at this advanced period 
of the session, we had not time to investigate the 
affairs of railroad companies. He hoped, there- 
fore, that all bills ia relation to them would be 
passed over. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama assented, on the under- 
standing that the raie should apply generally. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in the States of Onio, Indiana, and Illinois, was 
thea taken up. 

Mr. KING hoped the bill would be also passed 
over, 

Mr. YOUNG said he had no expectation of being 
able to pass this biil the present session; but he 
gave notice that it was by no means the intention 
of the friends of this work to abandon it, 
luded to the sales of the implements engaged in the 
improvements on the lakes and Western waters, as 
evjdence of an intention to refuse appropriations to 
the West for the purposes of internal improve- 
ment, while large sums were appropriated to works 
on the seaboard. If they had the constitutional 
right under the power to regulate commerce with 
foreign nations, to vote money for the improve- 
ment of harbors on tbe seacoast; under the power 
to regulate commerce between the States, they had 
the nght to make appropriations for the improve- 
meat of the channels of the commerce of the 
West. He called on the representatives of the 
West to rally in defence of their interests, and to 
see that appropriations for improvements in the 
Worth and the South, the East and the West, went 
hand in hand. 


Mr. KING said the Senator from Hlino‘’s had 
taken occasion to speak of improvements and har- 
bers, ard had made the extraordinary assertion 
that the West was neglected and abandoned. Why, 
four-fifths. of the expenditures for harbors and im- 


‘provements had been made for the West. . 


Mr. YOUNG. Not of late. 


He al-. 


Mr. KING. Why, of late, none had been 


“made, and for the reason that they had not the mo- 


ney to make any. But the Senator called upon the 
West to rally in defence of itself: why, the West 
had been their favorite child. . He (Mr. Kina) was 
a Southwestern man, and he had hitherto shown 
that he was in favor of giving every facility to the 
West that could properly be given to her. “Look at 
her harbors, and they would find some of them made 
where nature never intended they should be; in 
this they had gone beyond the bounds of prudence, 
and it was from an anxie:y to foster the West. 
They had aided in speculations of companies, and 
then to give value to their lands they had given 
them harbors. With regard to these roads, he 
hoped the Senator from Hlinois would bring the 
subject forward, and if those who are coming into 
power are willing to take up these internal improve- 
ments, let them do so; he (Mr. Kina) had felt it to 
be his duty to oppose every appropriation of the 
kind on constitutional grounds, and he should con- 
tinue todo so. And he protested against any at- 
tempt to produce sectional prejudices. He asked 
the honorable Senator where were the expenditures 
for the South and the Southwest? Where were the 
expenditures for the East? Had New Hampshire 
got them? 

Mr. HUBBARD. Not a dollar. 

Mr. KING would not further detain the Senate. 

Mr. YOUNG said, in reference to the condition 
of the Treasury, that with the resources of this 
great country, it weighed with him as nothing. 
Former appropriations were made when they were 
ten times more in debt than they are at present; 
and yet they had found means to pay the national 
debt. The public debt ought not to operate as an 
objection, nor ought the works already commenced 
on that account to beallo wed to fall nto dilapidation. 
But he had risen to say that he had no sectional 
prejudice: he was willing to promote the interests 
of the West and the South, the East and the North; 
but he wished them to go hand in hand. Let 
them all go together. However, under existing 
circumstances, he was willing that the bill skould 
be passed over. 

The biil was accordingly passed over, 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

The bill for the relief of Mary Neal, widow of 
Samuel Neal, deceased; 

The bill for the relef of Huldah Tucker; 

The bill granting a pension to William Rand; 

The bill for the relief of Converse and Rees; 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Norris, and 
Frederick Saugrain of Arkansas; and 

The biil for the relief of Charles F. Sibbald. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT BILL. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order—the bill to establish a uniform 
system of bankruptcy—the question being on the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Hozzarp, to include 
incorporated companies within its provisons. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama spoke at length in op- 
position to the amendment, and in reply to the re- 
marks of Mr. Benton. : ` 

The Senate then adjourned to carry into effect 
the resolation to attend the funeral of the Hon. 
Parure P. BARBOUR. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Farpay, February 26, 1841. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, the rules were 
suspended, to enable him to submit the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be 
instructed to allow the pay of all such members of 
this House as may have been unavoidably de- 
lained on their way to the seat of Government at 
the commencement of this session, by the storm 
which occurred about that time; they having left 
their respective places of abode in sufficient time to 
have reached the Capitol in time to have taken 
their seats on the first day of the session. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said, that there was a rule 
of the House which prevented those whom this re- 
solution was designed to benefit from voting for 
the resolution. He referred to the 25th rule, 
which provided, that “no member shall vote on any 
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question in the event of which he is immediately 
interested,” etc. 

The SPEAKER stated that, in his opinion, the 
rule did not apply to the case now before the 
House. 

The question being on the passage of the resolu- 
tion 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The Cuerx was proceeding in the call, when 

Mr. CRABB asked to be excused from voting. 

The SPEAKER said, thatthe gentleman should 
have asked leave before the call was-commenced. 

Mr. CRABB replied that he did arise for that 
purpose. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked Mr. Crass his reasons for 
making that request. 

Mr. CRABB remarked that he was one of those 
who left their homes jn time to arrive here before 
the commencement of the session, but he had been 
detained on the way by the storm. He believed 
that the rule of the House, referred to by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, excluded him from voting, 
although the Spraxer had decided otherwise. 

The question was then taken on excusing Mr. 
Crane from voting, and decided in the negative 
—ayes 51, noes 94. 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and passed in the affirmative-—yeas 100, nays 48. 

DEATH OF JUDGE BARBOUR. 
Mr. BANKS laid the following letter before the 


House: 
Wasurnatron, Feb. 26, 1841. 
Sir: As the Representative of the district in which 
our. lamented brother, Judge Barsour, resided, I 
enclose you a copy of the funeral ceremonies which 
have been determined upon. 
I am, sir, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. B. TANEY. 
Hon. Linn BANKS, 
House of Representatives. 


Order of the funeral ceremonies altending the removal 
of the remains of the Hon. P. P. Bangor, late 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States: 

The Judges of the Supreme Court, with its ofi- 
cers, and the Judges of the Courts of the District, 
with the members of the bar, will assemble at two 
o'clock to-day, at Mrs. Turner’s (Pennsylvania 
avenue,) and thence attend the remains of the de- 
ceased, to the room of the Supreme Court, where 
the usual services will be performed by the Chap- 
Jains of Congress; and where the President, the 
Heads of the Departments, the Senators and Re- 
presentatives in Congress, the members of the Fo- 
reign Legations, and citizens and strangers, are re- 
quested toattend. After which the procession will 
move, in the above order, to the steamboat wharf, 
where the remains of the deceased will be embark- 
ed, with proper attendants, in order to be conveyed 
to his country seat, in Orange county, Virginia, for 
interment. 

Mr. BANKS. arose and said: 

Mr. Speaxer: I do not rise for the purpose of 
interrupting the business of the House, but to an- 
nounce the death of the Hon. Paine P. BARBOUR, 
late a Judge of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. In the performance of this painful duty, 
(said Mr. B.) no language which I possess is ade- 
quate to portray the virtues, talents, and the dis- 
tinguished public services of the individual whose 
loss we are now called upon to deplore. In all his 
relations, whether in public or in private, he stood 
pre-eminent for his high honor, and his incorrupii- 
ble integrity. Whether in the halls of legislation, 
or engaged in expounding the laws of his own State, 
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] or of the Union, he was always prompt, impartial, 
and able. In 1812, when war was declared against 
Great Britain—the second Declaration of Inde- 
pendence-—when the political horizon was darken- 
ed oer with portentous clouds—Judge Barsoor 
was elected a member of the Legislature of Virgi- 
nia from his native county of Orange. He served 
his constituents at this important crisis of our histo- 
ry with distinguished ability in sustaining the inte- 
rest, the honor, and the glory of his country., In 
the month of May, 1814, he was elected a member 
of the House of Representatives of the United 
States, and served from that time, without inter- 
mission, and with the entire approbation of hiscon- 
stituents, until 1825. During that eventful period, 
he was the Speaker of this House from December, 
1821, to March, 1823. In 1825he was elected by the 
Legislature of Virginia, a Judge of the General 
Court of that State; the duties of which station he 
discharged with great ability and to the satisfaction 
of all parties interested. 

In 1827, Judge Barzour was called upon by 
some of his old friends in the Congressional Dis- 
trict in which he resided, to become a candidate for 
Congress. He promptly obeyed the call, and forth- 
with resigned his judicial station, and was again 
elected to Congress without opposition. He served 
until the end of the first session of the 21st Con- 
gress, in 1830, when he was appointed a judge of 
the federal ccurt ior the Eastern district of Vir- 
ginia. He continued to discharge the duties of 
that office until 1836; at which time he received 
the appointment of Associate Justice of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, 

Judge Barsour wasa me.nber of the Convention 
which assembled in Virginia in 1829, to amend 
the Constitution of that State, and was president of 
the Convention, which contained some of the most 
distinguished men of Virginia, among whom were 
Judge Marsuati, James MADISON, James Mon- 
rox, Wm. B. Gites, LirrLeron W. Tazewetu, 
and others of distinguished abilities. 

I have attempted, Mr. Speaker, to give a brief 
epitome of the public stations voluntarily bestowed 
upon Pamir P. Bargour by his countrymen. I 
say voluntarily, because he was one of those high- 
minded and honorable men who never sought office. 
His high and commanding talents and virtues made 
him one of Virginia’s most distingui hed sons. In 
the discharge of all the high duties devolved upon 
him, his course was marked with great ability; 
and, above all, his motives of action were never 
suspected. He was connected with a nume- 
rous train of friends and relatives, and be- 
loved by all. If he bad an enemy on earth, he did 
not know it. No man stood higher than Judge 
and ennobling virtues. No language can describe 
band, father, and fiiend, and a humane master. 

I can only say, in conclusion, that his sudden 
death admonishes us all of the sacred volume, 
which d.clares that “in the midst of life we are in 
death.” 

I move you, Mr. Spzaxer, that the House adopt 
the following resolution: 


Barzour for his purity of character, and his high | 


them. He was a kind, tender, and affectionate hus- 
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Resolved, That the House have learned with deep 
sensibility the decedse of the Hon. Pari’ P: 
Bargour, for many years a. member, and. late 
Speaker of the House of Representatives ‘of the 
United Siates, and at the time of his death an-as- 
sociate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, which melancholy event took place sud- 
denly in the city of Washington on the 34th of 
February, instant; and that, as a mark of there- 
spect entertained for the memory of the deceased, 
this House will adjourn at two o'clock this day, for 
the pnrpose of attending the funeral of the de- 
cease, and will at four o’clock of the same day re- 
assemble in the hall of the House for the despach 
of the public business. . AA 

Mr. WISE, after cordially uniting in the senti- 
ments just uttered, expressed his regret that Mr. 
Banxs had not consulted with his colleagues before 
he offered his resolution. With all due respect, 
Mr. Wise said he could not vote for it, for. the 
reason that a mightier man ‘han Judge BARBOUR 
had fallen, and whose death was not even: an= 
nounced to the House. He meant the illustrious 
father of the judiciary, Jonn Marsnaut. He 
would ask his colleague to withdraw ‘the -reso!u- 
tion, and not compel bith to vote against it. 

Mr. BANKS said it so happened ‘that, at’ the 
time Judge Marswaun died, Congress was ‘not ia 
session, nor was the Supreme Court in session;.be~ 
sides, the event took place in another city. The 
Supreme Court was now in session, and the Se- 
nate had adopted a similar resolution unani- 
mously. Mr. B. paid a high compliment to the 
talents and virtues of Chief Justice Marsmatt, and 
said there was no man to whose memory he would 
more cheerfully pay a tribute of respect. Mr. B. 
remarked that when the death of the Hon. Wm. 
Wirt was announced to this body, although he 
was at that time a private citizen, the House, on 
motion of the venerable gentleman from: Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Apams,] adjourned. Mr. B. stated 
that he had consulted with several of his colleagues, 
put having just received the communication from 
the Chief Justice, it had not been in his-power to 
consult with Mr. Wiss. He hoped this éxplana- 
tion would be satisfactory. 

Tne resolution was then adopted. 

DEFECTIVE LAND PATENTS. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, by general con- 
sent the House took up the following Dill, intro- 
duced by him on the 17th instant, viz: 

A BILL to confirm land patents. - 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
entatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That all patents for public lands, which 
have been issued from the General Land Office 
since the passing of the act, entitled ‘‘An act for 
the establishment of a General Land Office in the 
department of the Treasury,” passed on the 25th 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
in the name of the President of the United States, 
instead of being ‘‘in the name of the United States,” 
as prescribed in the eighth section of said act; and 
all patents for public lands, which have been issued 
from the said General Land Dffce since the passing 
of the act entitled “An act to eorganize the Gene- 
ral Land Office,” passed the fourthday of Jaly; one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and whieh 
bave been countersigned by the Recorder of the 
General Land Office, or other person acting: in’ his 
stead, instead of being countersigned by. the Com- 
missioner of the Gen. ral Land Office, as prescribed 
in the act of the twenty-fifth day of April, one 
thousand eight handred and twelve; and.all patents 
which have. been issued from said teneral Land Of- 
fice since the passing of the act entitled ‘‘An act pre- 
scribing the mode by which patents for public lands 
shall be signed and executed,” passed the second day 
ef March, one thousand eight hundred and. thirty- 
three,and which have been subscribed by a secretary 
duly appointed, pursuant to the provisions of said 
act, with the printed or written name of the Presi- 
dent prefixed to the personal signature of such se 
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eretary, in the execution of such patents, notwith- 
standing the name of the President may not have 
been written personally by the secretary, shall be 
deemed, taken, and held good and valid patents in 
law, and shall have all the force and effect to pass 
from the United States to the patentee or patentees 
named in such patents, respectively, their heirs, ex- 
ecutors, administrators, and assigns, the lands de- 
scribed therein, as though, in each and all the re- 
spects before enumerated, the patents, in their form 
and manner of execution, had conformed to the re- 
quiremenis of law. f 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the passing of this. act, it shall de the duty of 
the Recorder of the General Land Office, in addi- 
tion to the duties new required of him by law, to 
countersign all patents issued from said. office, in- 
stead of the same being countersigned by the Com. 
missioner, as required by the eighth section of the 
act entitled “An act for the establishment of a 
General Land Office in the Department of the 
Treasury,” passed the twenty-fifth day of April, 
‘one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

The bill was then engrossed for a third reading, 
and ‘was read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
House resolved itself into a Commitiee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. McKay in 
the chair,) aud resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the 

NAVAL SERVICE FOR THE YEAR 1841, 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
SALTONSTALL, to strike out $1,425,000 “for increase, 
repair, armament, and equipment of the navy, and 
wear and tear of vessels in commission,” and in- 
sert $2,000,000; and the amendment to the amend- 
ment, submitted by Mr. Matuory, as follows: 
“$500,000 of which sum shall be expended in 
paling and equipping war steamers of medium 
‘Ze. 

Mr. MARVIN, being entitled to the floor, spoke 
‘at some length in favor of the amendments pend- 


ing. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL followed, and replied to 
the objections which had been urged against his 
amendment. He said if the gentleman [Mt. Man- 
Lory] who had moved the additional amendment 
on last evening, would alter it so as to insert 
$400,000, instead of $500,000, he (Mr. S.) would 
accept it as a modification of his own. 

‘Mr. MALLORY acceding to the request, his 
amendment was accepted by Mr. SALTONSTALL asa 
modification. : 

The hour of two having arrived, the House, in 
pursuance of the resolution of Mr. Banks, ad- 
journed until 4 o'clock. 


[EVENING SESSION. ] 

At four o’clock, p. m, the ‘House met. 

After some debate of a conversational charac- 
as to the propriety of ordering a ball of the 
House, A 

On motim of Mrs JÔNES of Virginia, the 
House resolved itsel’ into a Committee of the 
Whole on the State of the Union, (Mr. McKay in 
thé chair,) and resymed the consideration of the 


2 NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question pending was on the modified amend- 
ment of Mr. SALToNSTALL, to strike out “$1,495, - 
006 for increase, repair, armanent, and equipment 
of the navyyand wear and tear of vessels in com- 
mission,” and insert “2 400,000, ef which sum 
$400,000 shall be expended in building and equip- 
ping war steamers of medium size.” 

Mr. WELLER being entitled to the floor, made 
some remarks expressive of his regret that mem- 
bers of both parties did, at this late period of the 
session, think proper to spin out the debates of a 
party character to such a length. He alluded more 
especially to the prevalence of that evil after gen- 
tlemen had been to dinner, and mentioned some 
‘anstances, when, on the previous evening, the 
House had heard a display of eloquence which 
could not have been displayed before dinner. 

Mr. W. then proceeded to reply to the speech of 
his colleague [Mr. Mason] on yesterday. That 
gentleman, said Mr. W: toid us there was no mo- 
ney in the Treasury, and then, in the same breath, 


said he was willing to vote large sums for the 
navy. ` 

Mr. W. went on to shew, ina very forcible man- 
ner, that the charges of his colleague and other 
members in relation to a neglect of the navy, were 
without foundation, He showed that the navy 
had been materially increasedjsince 1829, and that 
since that period the active force of cur navy had 
been doubled. After some further remarks, which 
will appear hereafter, Mr. W. said that having 
given facts to show that the charges of gentlemen 
were erroneous, he would make an appeal to all 
parties to allow the question to be taken at once, 

Mr. FLOYD said he wished to state very briefly 
his objections to this proposition of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. SALTONSTALL] to increase 
the appropriations for the naval service, half a 
million of dollars beyond the amount deemed suffi- 
cient by the Secretary of the Navy, and which had 
been reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. He regretted that the’ propriety or impro- 
priety of this amendment could not have been dis- 
cussed upon its merits without the disparaging re- 
marks upon the present condition of the navy, in 
which some gentleman had indulged, and which 
they had appeared to consider necessary in urging this 
amendment upon the committee. He would not 
proclaim his attachment to this proud arm of our 
national defence, nor would he build a man of 
straw, to show his prowess in demolishing him, by 
supposing that there was a man upon this floor 
opposed to the navy. Upon other subjects we 
may have sectional feelings of interest or may 
be influenced by State pride~one may boast of his 
Bunker hill—another of the plains of Saratoga— 
another of Yorktown—but all, all, glory in the 
achievements of our navy, and all here, he had no 
doubt, were ready and willing to make such liberal 
appropriations as would sustain its honor and its 
efficiency. 

But he would bring to this and every other sub- 
ject under the control of Congress the same wise 
and prudent principles which are applicable to the 
ordinary affairs of life—and those principles re- 
quired that in making this appropriation, regard 
should be had to other and equally urgent 
claims upon the public Treasury, and to the pro- 
bable amount of revenue for the coming year. 
Mr. F. asked if those who urged this increase of 
half a million, were aware that the bill already 
appropriated five millions aud a quarter for the 
naval service? And was this a niggardly appro- 
priation? Was it not libera), considering that it 
amounted to one quarter of the whole estimated re- 
venue for the current year, and considering, too, 
the other duties which this Government is bound 
to discharge? This amount is deemed sufficient by 
the officers of the Government, who have the best 
means of forming an opinion upon this subject, 
ard Mr. F. believed that with economy and good 
discretion in its disbursement, it would be found am- 
ple to sustain the Naval Department in all its neces- 
sary operations, and give a respectable increase to 
our naval force. 

Sir, said Mr. F. notwithstanding the reflections 
which have been cast upon our navy, i insist that it 
has performed every duty which has been required 
of it, and has answered every beneficial object of 
its establishment. Onr commerce has been pro- 
tected on every sea. In the single instance of insult 
to our seamen which has occurred in many years, 
and that by a barborous people, chastisement was 
promptly and effectually administered, and redress 
demanded and -obtained; and at this moment the 
lightest shallop that dare venture her frail sides 
upon the mountain wave may fold her wings in 
safety in every port of the civilized world under 
the simple protection of the stars and stripes. 
` I deny, said Mr. F. that cur flag has been 
insulted again and again for want of an «ficient 
maritime force, as has been alleged by the honora- 
ble member from Maine [Mr. Smita] We have 
heard rumors, it is true, recently, of detention of 
several vessels by British cruisers on the coast of 
Africa, but we have heard but one side of the 
Story. These matters are proper subjecis of inqui- 
ry by our Government; and if these detentions 
were without excuse, they are proper subjects for a 
demand for redress. But there may be palliating 
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circumstances. These vessels may have been 
found under suspicious circumstances, though, in 
fact, driving a legal traffic. It should be remem- 
bered that the detentions complained of were made 
upon the African coast by the vessels of England 
stationed there for the suppression of the slave 
trade—a most honorable undertaking, in which I 
hope she may be eminently successful. She has 
reaped profit enough from her unjust aggressions 
in other parts of the world to enable her to be hu- 
mane where she can gather nothing by conquest. 
Africa offers nothing to her rapacity but flesh and 
blood, of which she has already more than she car 
well take care of; and, therefore, affords a proper 
field for the exhib'tion of a national virtue, because 
there is no temptation to be unjust. 

Complaint has also been made that, during the 
recent difficulties between Great Britain and China, 
our nation wast not properly represented, nor 
our eommerce protected in the Chinese seas by 
our vessels of war. Why,sir, do not gentlemen 
know that representations were made heie by those 
interested in the Chinese trade, that it was inex- 
pedient to send a fleet there; that American inte- 
rests there were in no danger; that our merchant- 
men were profiting by the troubles between Eng- 
land and China; and that an armed force theré 
might do more harm than good, by exciting the jea- 
lousy or suspicions of that peculiar people? Sir, 
said Mr. F. gentlemen are mistaken. Our flag is 
known, and is respected wherever a vessel 
can float in the known world, and it is re- 
lated of the late Sultan that before he knew any 
thing else of America, he acknowledged he had 
“heard of a fellow with a blue jacket who had 
flogged John Bull on the ocean.” 

Our present navy consists of sixty-eight sail, of 
which thirty-six are now in commission. Will 
any otie say that this is not enough for a peace es- 
tablishment? The Secretary of the Navy informs 
us that it has been found sufficient for all the pur- 
poses of a navy in time of peace; and the sum of 
six hundred thousand dollars of the naval appro- 
priation of last year remains unexpended because 
it was considered unnecessary. 

Gentlemen have compared our navy with that of 
Great Britain. Sir, it is not to be expected, nor is 
it desirable, that our navy should equal that of 
Great Britain. We have no colonies to keep in 
awe—we have no negotiations which it is necessary 
to conduct under the influence of a large fieet-—we 
have no entangling alliances to guard, nor are we 
surrounded by ambitious States, ever ready to take 
advantage of any moment of apparent weakness. 
The material of which our naval force must be 
composed, is now employed in more profitable 
avocations than the public service. Our navy 
must grow with a necessity for anavy. Napo- 
leon’s wars made Napoleon’s ‘marshals; and when 
the naval service offers the proper inducements, in 
the shape of pay or of honor, a force can be ga- 
thered from your coasters, your fishing vessels, and 
your merchantmen, such: as the world has never 
yet seen for bravery, enterprise, and every quality 
which can ensure the honor and safety of our coun- 
try. In a young and peaceful nation like ours, 
where every avenue of business is more inviting 
than the publie service, it is not surprising that 
the naval spirit should fall somewhat to decay. 
What inducement has a man of ability and enter- 
prise who can earn his bread in any other way, to 
embark for a three years’ voyage in a man of war, 
to leave behind nearly all the attachments of life, 
to endure, as Dr. Johnson says, all the privations 
of a prison, with the additional risk of being 
drowned. But the naval spirit “is not dead, it 
sieepeth;” and the first gun which shall boom across 
the water, will awake it, refreshed and invigorated, 
“like a strong man torun a race.” 

Another reason has been urged, said Mr. F. why 
this amendment should pass, and that is the pre- 
sent state of our foreign relations and the possi- 
bility or probability of a war. He considered this 
ectitled to less consideration than, any other which 
had een mentioned. It was conceded that we were 
inno dacser of collision with any power except 
England, an1 he would imagine no such extremi- 
ty of folly inthe Year 1841, as it would be on the 
partof Great Broin to declare. war against the 
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United States. What is and has been the national 
policy of Great Britain? Why, sir, tə talk of 
glory and to fight for gain—and surely there is 
nothing in this country which can excite her 
cipidiy; which would pay the cost of tak- 
ing. What must be the inevitable, to say nothing 
öf the probable, consequences of suchia war? 
Sir, put down thece.tain and immediate loss 
of her North American Colonies—the destruc- 
tion of her manufactures, by cutting off the 
supply of the raw material which gives her opera- 
tives employment, the destraction of the best mar- 
ket for her manufactured articles; add to this, that 
she suspends, perhaps extinguishes, a debt due to 
her citizens, it is said, of some two hundred mil- 
lions of dollars. Besides, sir, has she no unsettled 
questions with her European neighbors; or, if there 
are none, may they not be raised when her neigh- 
bors think a favorable opportunity occurs for a suc- 
cessful nogotiation? Is not France almost ‘sick of 
acalm?” is she not her “natural enemy!” and does 
she not now possess the abandant means, as she ever 
has had the inclination, for an encounter wiih Eng- 
land? Has not Russia, in her eastern progress, alrea- 
dy reached the confines of the British possessions? 
But, aside from all these coilateral considerations, 
what can England gain by a war with ns? No- 
thing, sir, nothing. The utmost she can do is, the 
destruction, perhaps, at the onset, of some maritime 
towns, which would not weaken eur ability by the 
strength of a single man, or the valuc of a single 
dollar; as to conquering a foot of American soil, 
no man in his senses ever thinks of it. Sir, said 
Mr. F. I have but glanced ata few of the conside- 
rations which, in my opinion, show that we are in 
no davger of a war with. Europe; and all 
these things she knows, as well as we do; 
she knows our strength aud oar resources; she 
knows that awar begun is not to be ended ina 
day; she hashad a “taste of our gifts” in the Re- 
volution, and again in the jast war; and within the 
last few years, she has seen a specimen of the 
stuff of which American militia are composed, 
which will not sufer by a comparison with Bunker 
Hill or the San Jacinto, Tallude to that most un- 
fortunate occurrence, the battie at Windmill Point. 

Let me add, Mr. F continned, that in my opi- 
nion there is not, and has not been, any cause 
for collision between the two countries. The cor- 
respondence between the two Governments on the 
questions at issue, which has been carried on both 
here. and at London, is, in my opinion, in all re- 
specis creditable to the present Administration. 
And notwithstanding the cdium which a reckless 
party has sought to heap upon the Execative for 
pusillanimity,{or cowering before the British lion, I 
was pleased to hear my honorable colleague, [Mr. 
Granaer,} but a day or twoago, express his appro- 
bation of the negotiations as conducted by this Go- 
vernment. On this subject all has been done which 
the honor of the country’required; and I shall be 


contentif the coming Administration do as weil. | 


Again, it is argued that the report of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, lately made to the House, is 
calculated to produce dissatisfaction on the part of 
the English Government. I have read that report, 
and I approve of it—it speaks out boldly in terms 
worthy of the nation, and will, I doubt not, fad a 
hearty response in the bosom ef every patriot in 
the country, and especially among those on the 
Northern frontier, who feel the deepest intcrest in 
the questions discussed in that report. The lan- 
guage of that report, said Mr. F. falls far behind, 
in spirit and force, the language of the public press 
on the frontier, where the public mind has been 
most excited on this subject. True it is, sir, that 
much of that excitement has been created by politi- 
cal demagogues for the basest party purposes, and 
when the debate took place here on the motion to 
print that report, and my honorable colleagues 
from Erie and Ontario objected to the violence of 
its language, it occurred to me that those whoee 
friends had rode into power upon the whirlwind, 
already began to tremble, lest, now that they are 
about to assume the reins of Government, they 
should be unable to direct the storm. 

Ishall mention, continued Mr. F. but one other 
reason why I shall vote against this increase of the 
naval appropriation. Iam not disposed to trea: 


the recent election as if it had not taken place. 
The people were told that the expenses of the Go- 
vernment were too great; and if the gentlemen of 
the successful party have forgotten the pledges of 
retrenchment they made before the election, I have 
not; and [ assure them that so far as my vote is 
concerned, both in this Congress and the next, 
“the economy they teach I will execute, and it 
shall go hard, but I will better the instruction.” 

Mr. JONES cf Virginia observed that after the 
able speech cf the gentleman who had preceded 
him, it would be hardly necessary for him to say a 
word. He would, nevertheless, submit a few facts 
by way of correcting the erroneous impression 
which was likely to be made on the public mind, 
by the remarks of gentlemen who considered the 
navy had been neglected. After noticing the va- 
rious and contradictory statements which had been 
given by members of the Opposition in relation to 
the condition of our navy, Mr. J. referred to au- 
thentic documents to show what was the actual 
condition of that branch of the public defence, and 
that it was noć in the “ruinous and dilapidated” 
condition as was represented. 

Mr. J. then read from official documents to show 
tyat we had now twenty-six vessels in commission, 
and that these twenty-six were so arranged as to 
afford an effectual protection to the commerce of 
the country. 

After showing the great and gradual increase of 
the navy for the last fifteen years, Mr. J. said he 
referred to those facts to show that much had been 
done to strengthen this arm of our national defence, 
and that a larger amount of money had been ap- 
propriated than was thought necessary to be used. 

He then calied attention to the preparations made 
by the Navy Department so as to put itin the 
power of Government, in case of emergency, to 
bring into service almost any amount of vessels 
that might be required. 

Gentlemen appeared to have lost sight of the faet 
that contracts had been entered into by the Depart- 
ment for frame-limbers of a great namber of ves- 
sels, which frame-timbers were seasoning and be- 
ing prepared in a proper shape, ready to be put to- 
gether when required. From the document ap- 
pended to the report, it would be seen that contracts 
had been made for frame-timbers for 

15 ships of the line, 

18 frigates, 

15 slcops of war, 

9 steamers, 

9 brigs and schocners, 
besides copper, iron, &c. 

Here, then, was the wood seasoning and being 
prepared in a proper shape, ready for putung toge- 
ther this great foree, whenever an emergency might 
arise. 

Mr. J. then read from the report to show what 
number of the above were acinally complete and 
required nothing more than putting together. This, 
in addition to the increase of the navy during the 
last ten years, would exhibit a state of preparation 
which certainly couid not have been borne in mind 
by the gentlemen who had addressed the committee. 

Mr. PICKENS said it was his intention to vote 
in the first instance for the amendment of the gen- 
Ueman from Virginia [Mr. Mattory] and then to 
have voted against the amendment. of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mir. BALTONSTALL;} as 
amended. He had intended to do that because, at 
this time, he felt it his duty to go agaixst all fur- 
ther appropriations than $1,425,000, as reported in 
the bill. 

The CHAIR observed that there was but one 
amendment then pending, that of the gentleman 
from Virginia, having been accepted by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, as a modification. 

Mr. PICKENS said he would then vote against 
the whole proposition to amend, as he considered 
$1,400,000 amply sufficient for all practical pur- 
poses, at the prevent time. He protesied against 
any action being had with a view to acontingency, 
or any legislation being based on the expectation 
of a war. 
the sum proposed by the amendment would be a 
mere bagatelle; instead of such a paltry amount, 
they would want millions; and he, in such a state 


` of things, would be ready to vote for ten millions, 


If that were the real aspect of things, | 


uistead of $1,425,000. . But, at present, be.did not 
desire any thing to be done which looked towards 
war. There was no necessity. for it, | osco 

Mr. J. went on to say that when the proper time 
should arrive for a revision of the tariff, he: ther 
would pledze himself to go with gentlemen of the 
North for such a tax as should be amply sufficient 
for every want of the country, But let gentlemen 
want until the time should arrive, for he protésted 
against this legislation by piecemeal. At this late 
period of the session, now that four days only .re~ 
mained, we were not prepared to do justice to the 
subject referred to by the mover of the amendment. 
But if any thing should occur, which might lead to 
a war, he trusted that an extra session would. be 
called, and that then, whea the case should.actually 
exist, they would act like a free people. But at 
present he would raise bis voice against any le- 
gislation looking towards a war. hy 

Mr. HAWES, after some remarks, offered. the 
following amendment: - i : 

“Previded, That the Secretary of the Navy may, if 
he may deemit expedient, disburse two hundred thou- 
sand dollars of said sum in the construction of two 
steam ships of such size as will pass the outer bar 
of the Mississippi; said ships to be built at Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, and Louisville, Kentucky; and said 
steam ships to be built by contract, or otherwise, 
as said Secretary may order.” ; f 

Alter some remarks from. Messrs. WICK, 
PROFFIT, and SMITH of Indiana, foe 

The amendment was then modified at the sugges- 
tion of Messrs. GRAVES, W. C. JOHNSON, and 
PROFFIT, as follows: l : 

“Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy may, 
if he may deem it expedient, disburse two hundred. 
thousand dollars of said sum in the construction of 
two steam ships of such size as will pass the outer 
bar of the Mississippi; said ships to be built at Cm- 
cinnati, Ohio, at Louisville, Kentucky, or Coving» 
ton, Kentucky, or New Albany, Indiana, or Padu- 
cah, Kentucky, or any other place or places on the 
Ohio or Mississippi rivers, if he believes the public 
service will thereby be promoted; said steamships 
to be built by contract or otherwise, as the said Se- 
cretary may order.” f het a 

After some remarks by Messrs. WM. :COST' 
JOHNSON, PROFFIT, THOMPSON of Miisise 
sippi, MALLORY, W. THOMPSON, ‘GRAVES, 
and BRECKENRIDGE, t 

The question was taken on the. amendment, and 
disagreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted the following amend- 
ment: 

“And in case the Government of Great Britain 
shall build any naval armaments for any of the 
iakes or rivers separating the United Siates from 
the Canadas, then it shall be the duty of this Go- 
vernment to build vessels on our side of at least a 
corresponding size; and so much of the money 
hereby appropriated as may be necessary, shail be 
applied to that object.” 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. RIVES submitted the following; which was 
also ruled out of order: i 

“Provided, however, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall bave authority to employ an amount 
out of said sum, not exceeding $10,000, in testing 
the utility of the inventions of Messrs. Hunteriand 
Hobdy for propelling steam vessels.” F 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. SALTONSTALL, aS modified by Mr. MALLORY, 
as follows: AT G 

“For increase, repair, armament, and equipment 
of the navy, and wear and tear of vessels in com 
mission, $2 000,000; $500,000 of which -sum:shall 
be expended in building and equipping warsteamers 
of medium size,” and. decided“ in ihe negative-— 
ayes 62, nees 67. eles AT 

The item “for medicines and surgical instru- 
ments, hospita! stores, and other expenses on ac- 
count of the sick. $30,000,” having been read, 

Mr, UNDERWOOD moved to amend the item, 
by adding: i f 

“For payment of debts contracted in the pur- 
chase of sites for the erection of mazine hospitals, 
under theactof March 3, 1837, to those individuals 
who have actually conveyed their property tothe 
United States, dollars.” ete 
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After some remarks by Messrs. GRAVES, UN- 
DERWGOD, and MALLORY, 

The CHAIR decided the amendment oùt of or- 
d 


er. 
‘Mr. GRAVES appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. 

“Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama moved that the 
committee rise; but the motion did not prevail. 

The question was about to be taken, Shall the 
decision of the Cnam stand as the judgment of the 
House? when 

Mr. GRAVES withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved that the committee rise; 
but no quorum voting, 

The question was taken by tellers, who reported 
ayes 25, noes 94: no quorum. 

On motion of Mr. GRAVES, the committee rose 
and reported that fact to the House. 

Mr. MONROE then moved a call of the House, 
and 

The question was taken by tellers, who. reported 
wmayes 34, noes 75. 

No quorum voting, and the House refusing to 
have a eall, 

Mr. BEATTY moved that the Honse adjourn; 

And the question being taken, there appeared— 
yeas 39, nays 92, 

A quorum being now present, the House again 
went back into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. GRAVES then. offered the following asa 
modification of Mr. UnpeRwoon’s amendment. 

“And that the sum of thirty-eight theusand dol- 
lars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, be, 
and are hereby appropriated, out of which the Se- 
cretary of the Navy is authorized to pay for such 
of the sites, selected on the Western waters for 
marine hospitals, as have been deeded to the Go- 
yomen, wilh the approval of the Secretary of 

ar. 


_The CHAIR decided the amendment to be out 
of order, for the reason that the 50th rule declares 
that ‘no motion or proposition on a subject differ- 
ent from that under consideration shall be admitted 
under color of amendment,” etc. 


Mr. GRAVES appealed from the decision of the 
Cram, 

The question was then taken, “Shall the decision 
of the Cmar stand as the judgment of the House? 
and decided in the affirmative—ayes 97, noes 13— 
no quorum voting. 

Mr. GRAVES moved that that fact be reported 
to the House; but 

A quorum now appearing, 

Mr. GRAVES withdrew his motion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD offered the following amend- 

ment: ’ 
“For the purchase of Raub’s Self-acting Safety 
Valves, to be applied to the boilers of the steam- 
ships heretofore authorized to be built, if in the opi- 
nion of the President such valves should be deemed 
useful.” 

The amendment was disagreed tc. 

The following item was then read: 

“The improvement and necessary repairs of the 
navy yard at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, $15,- 
000.” 

Mr. SALTONSTALL moved to strike out 
$15,000 and insert $25,000; but the motion was ne- 
gatived. 

The next item was read, as follows: 

“For imprevement and necessary repairs of the 
navy yard at Charlestown, Massachusetts, $25,200.” 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved to amend by striking 
out all after the word Massachusetts, and inserting 
“and for the erection of barracks, $55,200.” 


Mr. H. gave notice that, if this motion should 
prevail, he would move to amend similarly all the 
items for the several navy yards; but 

After some remarks by Messrs. JONES of Vir- 
ginia, SALTONSTALL, DOWNING, and REED, 

Mr. HOFFMAN withdrew his amendment for 
the present. 

__ Mr. SALTONSTALL moved to amend by strik- 
ing out $25,200 in the same item, and inserting 
$42,000, 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
disagreed to. 

. The next item being read, viz: 
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“For improvement and necessary repairs of ihe 
navy yard at Brooklyn, New York, $46,800.” 
Mr. SALTONSTALL moved to strike out 


4 $46,800 and insert $78,000; but the amendment 


was negatived. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL farther moved to strike 
out $5,400 “for the improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Philadelphia, Pennsylva- 
nia,” and insert $9,000; but the amendment was 
negatived. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL also moved to strike out 
$6,600 for the improvement and necessary repairs 
of the navy yard at Washington, District of Co- 
lumbia, and insert $11,000; and this was likewise 
negatived. 

Mr. MALLORY moved to amend the item “for 
improvement and necessary repairs of the navy 
yard at Gosport, Virginia,” by striking out $29,400, 
and inserting $49,000. 

After some remarks by Messrs. MALLORY and 
JONES of Virginia, 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. DOWNING then moved to amend the item 
“for improvement and necessary repairs of the 
navy yard near Pensacola, Florida,” by striking 
out $12,000, and inserting $20,000. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
disagreed to. . 

Mr. HOFFMAN offered the following: 

“For the purchase of a site and to commence the 
erection of barracks at Brooklyn, New York, 
$30,000. 

“For the purchase of a site and to commence 
the erection of barracks at Charlestown, Massa- 
chusetts, $30 000. 

“For the purchase of a site and the erection of 
barracks at Gosport, Virginia, $30,000. 

“To commence the erection of barracks at Pen- 
sacola, Florida, $10,000.” 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. REED moved to strike out $1,500 for ne- 
cessary repairs of the hospital building at Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, and insert $5,000, but the 
amendment was decided out of order- 

Mr. SALTONSTALL moved to amend the bill 
by inserting after the seventy-ninth line, as fol- 
lows: 

“To commence the erection of barracks in Pen- 
sacola, Florida, $10,000.” 

The CHAIR having decided the amendment out 
of erder, 

Mr. SALTONSTALL appealed from his deci- 
sion; but 

The question being taken, the decision of the 
Cuasr was sustained by the House. 

Mr. MALLORY offered the following amend- 
ment: 

And be it further enacted, That the duties hereto- 
fore discharged by the Commissioners of the Navy 
shall be apportioned as follows, viz: 

The first division shall comprehend whatever re- 
lates to the construction, repairs, equipment, and 
preservation of vessels of war, and the officer pre- 
siding over its administration shall have attached 
to his bureau, to aid him in the performance of 
his duties— 

A chief naval constructor; 

An engineer qualified to superintend the opera- 
tions of steam; and 

A draughtsman. 

The second division shall comprehend the con- 
struction, repairs, and preservation of all buildings 
on shore belonging to the navy, or used for naval 
purposes, and generally the superintendence of na- 
vy yards, hospitals, magazines, and other appen- 
dages to a naval station. This officer shall have 
placed under his direction— 

A captain in the navy, as inspector of ordnance; 

A commander, and two lieutenants and assist- 
ants; 

A commander having charge of charts and in- 
struments for hydrographical purposes; 

A lieutenant, and two passed midshipmen; 

A civil engineer; and 

A draughtsman. ` 

The third division shall comprise the purchase, 
manufacture, collection, and distribution of all 
provisions, clothing, and materials of every de- 
scription required for the use of the navy. The 


officer charged with this division shall have placed 
under his direction— 

A surgeon to superintend the purchase of medi- 
cines, hospital stores, and surgical instruments, and 
to perform such other duties, in connection with 
the medical branch of the service, as may be re- 
quired of him by the Department; and two assist- 
ant surgeons to aid him in their performance; 

One purser for contracts, and correspondence, for 
slop-clothing, and provisions. 

And be it further enacted, That so much of an act 
approved February 7, 1815, entitled “An act to 
alter and amend the several acis for establishing a 
Navy Department, by adding thereto a Board of 
Commissioners,” as comes within the meaning of 
this act, and is contrary thereto, be, aud the same is 
hereby, repealed. . 

The CHAIR decided that under the 76th rule of 
the House, the amendment was not in order. 

Mr. MALLORY appealed from the decision of 
the Cuar; and 

On tbe question being taken, Shall the decision 
of the Cra stand as the judgment of the House? 
It was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the com- 
mittee then rose, and reported the bill to the House. 

The question was then stated, Shall the bill be 
engrossed and read a third time? when 

Mr. EVANS moved various amendments. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired of the CHAIR, 
whether it was in order to offer a series of amend- 
ments at one time? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not in order 
to offer more than one amendment at a time, and 
that the amendments offered were not in order, 

From this decision, Mr. EVANS appealed; and 
pending the question on said appeal, 

On motionof Mr. HOFFMAN, at ten o'clock, 


m. 
The House adjourned. 


hei 


IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, February 27, 1841. 

The bill from the House making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year 1841, was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. aed 

On motion by Mr. STURGEON, one thousand 
extra copies of the annual report of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents were ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the Senate took up 
the “‘billto declare the rights of the children of the 
citizens of the United States born abroad;” and, 
after being considered, it was ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, reported a bill fer the relief of the 
administrator of William A. Slacum; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. RUGGLES, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
granting copy-rights to inventors of designs, &c. 
which was read twice ånd referred to the Commit- 
tee on Ratents and the Patent Office. f 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from a citi- 
zen of New Jersey, praying Congress “to adopt 
measures for securing an equitable and adequate 
market for American wheat.” Mr. ‘I. said that 
the memorial now presented was one of great value 
and importance; it contained an examination and 
expose of the present capacity of the six North- 
western S'ates to grow wheat, and the probable in- 
crease of the wheat culture, the want of a foreign 
market for the already surplus production, and 
the consequence of continuing the existing restric- 
tions of foreign Governments upon the introduc- 
tion into their dominions of foreign wheat. It 
also examines the nature, and exposes the effect, of 
the British corn laws upon the revenue of that Go. 
vernment, as well asits effect upon their people, 
showing conclusively that the existence of those 
laws is alike detrimental te the interests of both 
countries. Mr. T, did not expect any action’ upon — 
this important subject at thislate period of the-ses- 
sion; he would, however, move that it be referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture, and ‘printed; 
which was agreed to. Se 

Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following resolu- 


tions of the Legislature of the State of Delaware, 


sage 


which were laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed: i 

Ìn tue QENERAL ÅSSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF 
Detawars—January session, 1841. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 


of the State of Delaware in General Assembly met, | 


That the cession by the States of Virginia and Ma- 
ryland of the territory of the District of Columbia, 
their grants of money to facilitate the erection of 
suitable buildings and fortifications for the accom- 
modation and security of. the President, Congress, 
and the several Departments of the Government, 
and the generous donation of lands by the proprie- 
tors of the soil upon which the city of Washington 
was laid out, and its plan projected, to the United 
States, was highly beneficial, and merited a kind, 
liberal, aud generous consideration in return. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Legislature, 
the refusal by a majority of Congress to recharter 
the banks of the District of Columbia, was unwise 
and oppressive. 

Resolved, That this Legislature are unwilling to 
believe, with the citizens of Washington and 
Georgetown, that their only chance for good go- 
vernment and prosperty, resis in a retrocession of 
the territory ceded to the United States to the State 
of Maryland, but confidently hope the next, if not 
the present Congress, will grant them ample redress 
of all their grievances. 

Resolved, That the people of the District of Co- 
lumbia ought to be represented in the Congress of 
the United States, and that measures should be ta- 
ken, as soon as conveniently may be, to bring about 
such a just and desirable end. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions be signed 
by the Speaker of the Senate, and the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and transmitted to 
our Senators and Representatives in Congress, to 
be laid before their respective Houses. 

R. HOUSTON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
CHARLES POLK, 
Speaker of the Senate. 


Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to communicate to the Senate a report of the ex- 
periments made upon the bomb cannon invented by 
John Cochran, in conformity with the joint reso- 
lution of April 25, 1840. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Commiitce on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expedieacy 
of appropriating a sufficient sum for defraying the 
expenses of the employment of a special agent to 
procure information as to mining and smelting 
lead, copper, and other ores. 

Mr. WALL, frem the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred a bill toamend the act 
entitled “An act to amend the act approved May 
13, 1800, entitled ‘An act to amend an act entitled 
‘An act to establish the judicial courts of the United 
States, ” reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. W. said he would take that occasion to say 

that it was the unanimous opinion of the Commit- 
ted on the Judiciary that no such defect existed in 
the law as that which this bill was iniended to 
remedy. 
- Mr. BUCHANAN concurred in opinion with 
the Judiciary Committee; but the highly respecta- 
ble judges of the court in Pennsylvania thought 
otherwise; and the consequence was, that ali the 
criminal business in the circuit courts was pre- 
vented. In this state of things, it was highiy ne- 
cessary that the bill should pass; and he hoped the 
Senate would indulge him by acting upon itat that 
time. 

After a few remarks from Mr. CLAYTON, con- 


curring in the remarks of Mr. WALL, the bill- 


as ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the Se- 
nate took up, as in committee of the whole; the 
bill to reorganize the judicial cireni!$ of the United 
States. 3 é 

Mr. S. said his object in moving fo take“up the 
bill was to have it amended so as th copiform the 
circuits and the duties of the judges 


the state of 
the business of the country, by an equalization of 
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the business and duties. Atthe time the bill was 
introduced and reported to the Senate, he had little 


hopes of seeing it become a law, as there were at. 


that time many difficulties to encounter in the ad- 
justment of the matter, the most of which he con- 
ceived were. removed by a recent melancholy 
event—he alluded to the decease of Judge Bar- 
bour. That distinguished judge having been re- 
moved by Providence, the way was now clear 
to do that which would long since have been done, 
but for the locality of the jadges. As the circuits 
were now arranged, six judges were located east 
of the mountains in the Atlantic States, and the other 
threcin the West and Southwest. A most unequal 
and unjust imposition of duties was imposed upon 
the latter judges. He believed this to be the accepted 
and propitious time to do complete justice on the 
subject. He understcod that the judges had agreed 
to an arrangement which would give four circuits 
to the West and Southwest, and leave five in the 
East; so that the West and Southwest would have 
the services of an additional judge. This ar- 
rangement he believed to be necessary to a due ad- 
ministration of justice, as well as to a just equali- 
zation of the laborious duties of the three Western 
judges, with those rendered by the judges of the 
Atlantic. He would cnly premise this much in 
anticipation of the amendment which the Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. Clay] was ready to propose. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then offered the follow- 
ing amendment, explaining the reasons which in- 
duced him to offer it: 

“That hereafter the eastern and western dis- 
tricts of Pennsylvania and the district of New Jer- 
sey, and the district of Delaware shall form the 
third circuit; the district of Maryland and the east- 
ern district. of Virginia shall form the fourth cir- 
cuit; the district of North Carolina, the eastern aud 
western districts of South Carolina, and the district 
of Georgia shall form the fifth circuit; the southern 
district of Alabama, and the Eastern distreit of Lou- 
siana shall form the sixth circuii; the southern dis- 
iriet of Mississippi, the eastern and middle dis- 
tricts of Tennessee, shall form the eight circuit; 
and the distriet of Arkansas, the district of Mis- 
souri, and the district of Kentucky shall form the 
ninth circuit. 

“Sec, 2. And be it further enacied, That the cir- 
cuit court for the district of Arkansas, shall be 
holden on the fourth Monday of April, and the 
fourth Monday of October in each and every year; 
and it shall be the duty of the associate justice of 
the Supreme Court allotted to the ninth circuit, to 
preside at the spring term of the eireuit court for 
the district of Arkansas; and the associate justice 
of the Sapreme Court allotted to the eighth circuit, 
to preside at the spring term of the circuit court, 
for the southern district of Mississippi, which shall 
be holden on the second Monday in December.” 

Mr. ROANE said, he could not reconcile it to 
himself to permit this question to be taken, without 
offering a word or two on the subject. Ifhe under- 
siood aright the amendment just offered and read to 
the Senate, its object and effect is to abolish, to ob- 
literate from existence, the ancient judicial circuit 
composed cf the States of Virginia and North 
Carolina! Never was ke taken more by surprise 
than now! Without the time and the means of 
giving due consideration to the reasons we have 
just beard in favor of this measure, and without 
the possibility of any express knowledge of the 
wishes of these two long associated old States in re- 
gard to this proposed severance, I but yield to the 
impulse of the moment in rising in my place, and 
entering my solemn and earnest protest against the 
proceeding. I protest against it, sir, because at this 
last hurried moment of an expiring session of Con- 
gress, it is impossible that such a changé as this 


- can be made with that deliberation which a due re- 


gard to the wants and interests of all the parts of 
the Union requires at our hands. I protest against 
ii, sir, because if a general change is required so as 
to equalize the labors of all the judges, J cannot see 
why this particular circuit isto be made the point 
of departure, and thereby cut in twain, merged into 
two other circuits, and thus blotted ont from her old 
position on the judicial map of the Union. 

Mr. President, these are two of the old Atlantic 
‘States of the good “old Thirteen.” They embrace 


a long extent of seaboard, and from their local po- 
sition, and long standing judicial connection, are 
certainly entitled to consideration, The reasons: 
assigned for this measure are, first, the long travel- 
of some of the judges of the West and Southwest: 
to their courts, and second, the heavy dockets they : 
find in them. The first is caused by the extensive. 
territory and sparse population of those Siates, and - 
must soon be obviated by the strong stream of im- 
migration which is rapidly filling up our wilder- 
ness. And as regards the second reason, if there 
is now but little business in the circuit proposed to 
be abolished, I am very thankful for it, as it indi» 
cates two things: that our citizens are free from 
debt, and that our country is at peace with foreign 
nations. If there be, as is alleged, an unusual 
crowd of business at this time in the courts of the 
Western and Southwestern States, no man deplores 
more than I do the state of indebtedness which it- 
indicates. But that state of things cannot always 
be. The deranged state of the currency, and the 
rage for speculation and wealth, which has caused 
this heavy mass of litigation in these courts, cannot 
always be; ner can peace a ways exist. And it 
should be borne in mind that, in time of war, when 
some of those courts would feel no consequent. ac- 
cession of business, the circuit proposed to ‘be 
sponged would, from its local position, necessarily 
have thrown into its courts maritime and admiralty 
business. But, sir, it isnot to the precise quantum 
of court business to which I icok in this mater; 
for that cannot be kept equalized amongst the cir- 
cuits, except by a legislation too frequent for the 
necessary permanency of any system. It is to the 
local position of this cirenit—it is to the section of 
the Union in which it stands—it is to the position 
it has so long and so honorably oecupied on the ja- 
dicial map of the country, that I look. And, sir, 
it is the causes which come before the Supreme 
Cour', no matter where originating, involving ber 
dearest constitutional rignvs, mat add to my feeling 
on this subject. But, Mr. President, if a new 
arrangement of the judicial circuits is neces. 
sary to equalize the labors of the judges, why 
not, let me ask, add to this old circuit her sister 
S mth Carolina, or her beloved daughter Kentucky, 
or her respected neighbor Tennessee, and thus ob-. 
viate the evil complained of,and at the same time pre- 
serve this old circuit andi's homogeneous character. 
I am certain, sir, that there is no reasonable ex- 
pansion of this cireuit which the public weal may 
demand, to which it would not cheerfully yield. 
But, sir, whilst it is at this moment submitting, in 
mournful resignation, to the late heavy dispensa- 
tion of Providence, which has suddenly deprived it 
and the country of an eminent jurist and judge, I 
do hope that this body will pause before it avails 
itself of that dispensation as a reason for striking 
from existence a circuit almost coeval with our ju- 
dicial system, and which, to say the least, has never 
yet impared its strenth, er disturbed its symmetry. I 
have thought these hasty remargs due to my posi- 
tion here on the present occasion; and however 
ihey may be received, and whatever may be the 
fate of the proposed measure, I feel that in making 
them I have done my duty. i 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, for the last few 
years there had been more or less said about thë 
inequality of the duties of the members of the Su- 
preme Court; and in 1837, as would be recollected, 
he submitted a resolution calling upon the Sere- 
tary of State to furnish information respecting ‘the 
number cf suits tried, and the number of miles’ 
travelled by each judge, with a view to ae equali- 
zation of the labors of the judges. ‘The return of 
the Secretary was then in bis hand, and it showed 
that the West and the Southwest furnished much 
the greatest part of the business of the Union; but 
there had been difficulties in the way of any altera- 
tion of the different circuits, and the proposition 
made for that purpose was voied down. Buta 
late melancholy and deplorable event which had 
oceurred, (the death of Judge Barbeur,) had ob- 
viated the difficulties that were previously in the 
way, if the Senate thought proper now to act, and 
there would now be no violation of good faith with. 
the judges. And what objection could be opposed 
to the proposition now before the Senate? Because 
a State had heretofore had, should a State always 


ara 


have a. jadgė appointed from, and resident within, 
her limits? “He felt for Virginia as much venera- 
tion as apy other honorable Senator, and he was as 
ready to see that she had a jast participation in all 
that was enjoyed by the other States; but did they 
not know that Virginia had had had a judge of the 
Supreme Court almost for the lastforty years, when 
associated with North Carolina? Really, com- 
plaint from Virginia came now with a very bad 
grace; it would come with a better grace from 
North Carolina, which, during the period he had 
mentioned, had not been represented in that 
court. But this was a question in which the 
public interest was involved; it was a question how 
the circuits could be best arranged, so as to promote 
-a proper discharge of judicial duties, and how the 
public interests cou'd be best taken care of and 
best despatched. The arrangement now proposed 
was to add Virginia to the circuit in which the Chief 
Justice resided, and to add North Carolina to the 
circuit in which Judge Wayne resided. And what 
was the objection, unless it was that one Siate 
should always have a judge? This was no valid 
objection. if any claim existed, it was that of 
North Carolina. But the present judge of the cir- 
cuit to which North Carolina was now proposed to 
be added, was fully competent to the performance 
of the additional duties that would devolve upon 
him; and when he should resign, or his seat should 
be vacated in any other way, North Carolina would 
then be entitled to consideration. But there was 
no cbjection; and he hoped they would not pass 
over the auspicious moment which then presented 
itself to equalize the duties of these judges. He 
then referred to the report on his table, to which he 

before referred, to show that there should be some 

modification of. the circuits. The honorable Sena- 

tor read largely from the returns of judicial busi- 

ness on the circuits, by which it appeared that the 

business of the other circuits was very inconside- 

rable, as compared with those of the Southera and 

Southwestern circuits, and he invited the attention 

of the Senate to the stale of the business, that they 

might see how impracticable it was that the judges 

of those circuits should do justice to themselves 

and to the country. The amount of busine.s was 

to great to be despatched by the judges to whom it 

was assigned; and should they then, by a refe- 

rence to any supposed claim of any. parti- 

cular State or individual, and in disregard 

of those who were so nearly interested, refuse to 

equalize the amount of labor which the judges 

should bear? He trusted they would not; and he 

hoped they would put the court on a footing, in 

special reference to the public interest, against all 
other interests and considerations whatever. Vir- 

ginia had no claim which should operate to the re- 
jection of this proposition. He had said that she 
had had one judge for the Jast forty years; but he 
had not stated the whole trath, for she bad not on- 
ly had the Chief Justice, but one of the Associate 
Judges also. He was not disposed to do injustice 
to any one; and he was satisfied no injustice would 
be done by the adoption of this measure. It was 
an arrangement which met the approbation of all 
the judges on the bench, and he was of opinion it 
should receive the acquiescence of the Senate. He 
hoped the Senate would adopt the amendment he 
had proposed. 

Mr. CLAYTON suggested a modification of an 
amendment by which Delaware would be ineluded 
in the fourth district; which was accepted by Mr. 
Cray. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON supported the proposed 
change in the arrangement of the circuits as con- 
ducive to the public interests, and contended that 
every other State had as good a right as Viginia 
to a judge to reside within their limits. 

Mr. KING rose to say that if the Senate should 
debate this bill, they might as well lay it on the ia- 
ble; for unless it was sent to the other branch of 
Congress to day, it could not be sent at all, without 
a‘suspension of the rules, in which the other House 
must concur, . He (Mr. Kine) was in favor of the 
bill, and he entreated gentlemen who might like- 
wise be favorable to the measure, not to consume 
the time with a. lengthened debate, for they might 
jastas well vote it down at once. 

Mr. MANGUM said in a. short time the West 


weuld require more judicial aid, and he supported 
this proposiion because he was unwilling to. see 
the bench of the Supreme Court increased in nam- 
ber. In times of peace, the business of the court, 
in hisown State, could be despatched in two or 
three days; in times of war, the business would be 
increase, but, when it became necessary, it would 
be easy to detail more force to that part of the coun- 
try. But in order to keep down the number of. 
Judges in the Supreme Court, it became necessary 
to re-arrange the circuits. 

Mr. ROANE. Itis said by the friends of this 
bill that it cannot pass for wantof time, if it is to 
be debated! Sir, í assure those gentlemen that I 
would not defeat the most obnoxicus measure by 
mere debate, for that purpose only. He had but 
discharged what he felt to bs his duty in rising in 
the first instance, and prompily entering his protest 
as one of the Representatives of Virginia against 
this sudden and unexpected attempt to pat that old 
Commonwealth out of that position in our judicial 
system which she kad so honorably maintained 
from its foundation. And, sir, Į shouid not have 
risen again, but for remarks which have fallen 
from two or three Senators. In reference to that 
of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay] that he 
hoped and believed thai Virginia, in any desire 
she might fecl to remain in her judicial po- 
sitisn, would not be actuated by any considera- 
tion of office; he had cordially to thank the Sena- 
tor for the justice he docs his native State in this 
respect. 
honorable Senator, that Virginia has been as little 
actuated by low considerations of office, as any 
other State in the Union, and been at all times as 
prompt and ready as any one of them to sacrifice 
all selfish considerations on the altar of the public 
good; and, for myself, I solemnly declare that no 
consideration of the kind moves me in the course 
I have taken on this sudden emergency. My heart 
tells me that if I was a North Carolinian, my feel- 
ing and conduct would be the same that I now 
manifest. 

The Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Cray] has ad- 
vetted to the same subject in another aspect—and 
urges that Virginia has had the judge of that cir- 
cuit for a continuous period of more than forty 
years, and also, that on one cecasion two judges of 
the Supreme Court were residing within her limits 
atthe same time. True, sir, for more than forty 
years the judge of that circuit has resided in the 
State of Virginia, but let it be borne in mind that 
during that entire period there were but two judges. 
Had there been during that long time many judges 
appointed, and all of them taken from Virginia, I 
do nol know that, in such a case, complainis«f the 
fact could be properly urged except from her asso- 
ciate sister, North Carolina. Sir, ihe very distin- 
guished late Chief Justice of the United Siates, who 
all admit to have been one of ths brightest orna- 
ments to the bench and the country, was a resi- 
dent judge of Virginia for more than thirty-tfive of 
the forty year.! His distinguished successor, whose 
sudden death we are now mourning, resided in Vir- 
ginia during the balance ofthat period; and never have 
I heard, nor do I believe there ever existed, a mur- 
wur of complaintin North Carclina or elsewhere, 
that these two eminent judges happened to be na- 
tives and residents of Virginiz. itis also true, as 
the Senator alleges, that two Judges of the Su- 
preme Court did reside at the same time in Virgi- 
nia. Yes, sir, Judge Washington, who presided in 
the circuit Immediately north of us, resided on the 
northern margin of Virginia; but, sir, he was thus 
most conveniently situated to attend to the duties 
of the circuit assigned to him, and he did attend to 
them faithfully; and I am perfectly ceriain that no 
human being would have torn him from the vene- 
rated shades of Mount Vernon, which he had inke- 
rited from his immortal relative and namesake, 
merely that he should reside within the territorial 
limits of his judicial circuit. 

Bat, sir, Lam asked by the Senator frem Con- 
necticut, [Mr. Huntineton,] if it be possible that 
any consideration of office could operate in tbe 
aversion to the proposed change. ‘ihe gentle and 
inoffensive manner in which the inquiry is made, 
induces me, as far as I am concerned, to answer 
most frankly and sincerely, no, I will not retort 


No man knows batter than dees that, 


the question, whether with that Senator any con- 
sideration of ofice c#nnected with this subject 
weighs with bim or any of bis friends in this sud- 
den and hurried attempt to strike Virginia from 
her old and natural positien. If I was to ask it, I 
hope I should receive the same prompt and frank 
answer in the negative. 

Mr. President, it only remains for me to say, 
that if this amendment is adopted, as I believe it 
will be, Virginia will part with great reluctance 
from her old and long associated sister North 
Carolina, between whom and her there is a pe- 


culiar identity of interests, habits, manners, 
and feeling, growing out of their common 
birth and kind neighborship. I also say that 


she will be ready to extend the paternal em- 
brace to her highly respected Northera neigh- 
bor, Maryland, in the fullest confidence that they 
will get along most harmonicusly together, and en- 
joy anable and impartial adminisirahon of law and 
justice. But, Mr. President, without any the slightest 
disrespect whatever to Maryland or any other 
State, for I love them all, I cannot forbear to ex- 
press a feeling that I have. It is, that if this thing 
is to be done, if the public good demands, and Con- 
gress wills that Virginia shall be pushed out of her 
old piace, that she may be shoved on the South, 
or towards her “beloved West,” beyond the Alle- 
ganies, now as easily crossed as the Potomac, and 
daily becoming more accessible to her. 

Mr. SEVIER sent to the Secretary’s desk, to be 
read, a letter which he had received from Judge 
Craton on the subject, and in favor of this arrange- 
ment. 

The Secretary having read the letter, 

Mr, MANGUM asked if he were to understand 
that Virginia and North Carolina were to be se- 
parated. 

The PRESIDENT replied in the affimative. 

Mr. MANGUM said he had not so under- 
stood it. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON arose amidst a cry of 
“question,” and he gave way to 

Mr. ROANE, who called for the ayes and noes 
on the amendment. 

Mr. GRAHAM inquired whether the proposed 
change would occasion any conflict in the times of 
holding the courts. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama. said no conflict could 
arise, as the judges had the arrangement and regu- 
lation of their own circuits, and as in this measure 
the judges had concurred. 


Mr. BEN TON was opposed to the amendment, 
and he would state sume of his reasons. Some 
years ago, when the judicial circuits were increased, 
he showed his anxety to have an equalization of 
the circuits for the West; that desire had increased, 
and continued to increase, and could not be pre- 
venied increasing by any action on this bill. They 
nad two Territories in the Northwest almost ready 
to be admitted into the Union; they might 
expect to hear their taps at the door of the 
Senate Chamber very soon, cemanding admis- 
sion; the South, too, had a Territory almost ready 
for admission into the Union; and if there was to 
be any change now, he should desire to see two 
new circuiis for the West. Hie was in favor of in- 
cieasing the number of judges in the Union; he 
to sec as many as there were ia Great Britain. He 
desired to see atleast as many judges to take cog- 
nizance over 1,500 miles square, to take cogni- 
zance over the laws and the Constitution of the 
United States, and the laws and the Constitutions of 
the several States, as there were in England to take 
cognizance over a territory in extent not more than 
equal to one of our large States. He wasin favor. of 
seeing twelve judges of the Supreme Court. But 
the condition of the dockets he looked upon as acci- 
dental, and the gantum cf business, he was of opi- 
nion, should not betaken exclusively as the rule 
to govern them, He looked upon the circuit 
judges—for all were cirevit judges—in a two 
fold character; they had power to act as judges 
of their cireuits, consisting of one, two, or three 
States, and as judges here of the whole Union;-and 
therefore he should be opposed to sinking Virgi- 
ginia and North Carolina from the judicial map 
of the country. He was in favor of the dif- 
ferent sections of this Union being represented on 
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the bench of the Supreme Court for the highest 
function were the duties they were called up- 
on to discharge here: they had to pass judg- 
ment on the laws of the Union, and of the 
States of the Union, and whatever was their 
decision, no matter who were the parties— 
and one case was now depending—the case of the 
Africans—of great interest to this country—the 
decision became binding and obligatory all over 
the Union. And by whom were these cases de- 
cided? Not by the district judges, but by all the 
judges of the Union, at the metropolis of the 
Union; and he was not willing to strike Vir- 
ginia out of the judicial map of the counry. 
He now spoke as a citizen of the Union, in- 
terested in the construction of the Constitution of 
the Union, of the laws of Congress, and of the 
State laws, the whole of which came before the 
judges of the Supreme Court: he felt desirous 
that to determine these weighty matters, there 
should be an ample number, and that they 
should be brought from every great section cf the 
country. Could they dismiss such States as North 
Carolina and Virginia, great as they were in ex- 
tent and Revolutionary in their character, and be- 
longing as they did to the original thirteen? Could 
they have the different sections of the Union repre- 
sented on the bench uf the Supreme Court when 
two such States were struck from the map. And 
if it were done, how long did they think it would 
lasi? He would answer the question bimself— 
from the 4th of March tothe 17th of May, which 
he understood was the day fixed upon for the meet- 
ing of the extra session. He was opposed then to 
this amendment, on important grounds, leaving en- 
tirely outof view the quantum of business the 
judges might at one time time or another perform. 
The West needs more circuits—ihe bench of the 
Supreme Court needs twelve judges, and so far as 
his jadgment went, they ought not ‘to be put off 
with nine. He should therefore join the Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. Roane] who had spoken 
against the proposition, Western man as he was. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said: As he intended to vote 
in favor of this amendment, proposed by his frierd 
from Alabama, [Mr. Ciay,] he should briefly state 
the reasons which had brought his mind to this 
conclusion. So far from intending any hostility to 
the “Old Dominion,” he felt great pleasure in de- 
claring thatshe had always justly enjoyed a very 
high and elevated character in the Confederacy, 
aud that character, in his estimation, had never 
stood higher than at the present moment. He 
would much rather add to her laurels than pluck a 
single feather from her proud plume. His support 
of the present amendment must not, therefore, be 
construed into hostility to Virginia. He had never, 
in his life, felt more strongly convinced of the pro- 
priety of any vote which he intended to give, than 
upon the present occasion. The question was 
within a very narrow compass. It was simply this: 
Shall we prolong the existence of a judicial circuit 
eastof the mountains which is notat ali required 
to transact the judicial business of the country; or 
shall we abolish it, and in its stead establish a new 
circuit in the Southwestern portion of the Union, 
where it is so much wanted that it is now physical- 
ly impossible for the circuit Judge there: to transact 
one-half the business, or even personally to attend 
all the courts appointed by law to be held. This 
was most certainly the true state of the case; and 
under such circumstances, he did not believe that 
the people of Virginia, merely for the sake of ob- 
taining the appointment of an unnecessary judge, 
would deprive their fellow-citizens of the South- 
western States of a court which was absolutely in- 
dispensable to their best interesis. 

The present number of Judges on the bench of 
the Supreme Court was already greater than he 
could have desired. Nine was too large a number 
ifitcould have been avoided. He would not go 
into the general question at ihe present momen’, 
bathe believed he was fortified in this opinion by 
all experience. Tt might become absolutely neces- 
sary to increase this number; and. in that event, 
putin no other, should he ever give his consent 
to it. The question, then, with him, would be, did 
the transaction of the necessary business of the 

ourts absolutely require an increase of the number 


of the judicial circuits? If it did, he might then 
feel himself constrained to add to the number of the 
judges. Fortunately, no such necessity ai present 
existed, nor would it, he believed, for many years to 
come, in case the present amendment should prevail. 
The fifteen States east of the Alleghany Mountains 
had now six of the nine judges, whilst the 
eleven Western and Southwestern States had only 
three. The business in the three Southern 
Atlantic circuits was notoriously inadequate for the 
employment of the judges. Maryland and Dela- 
ware constituted the present circuit of the Chief 
Justice; and he had expressed his entire willingness 
to hold the cireuit courts in Virginia, should this 
be required by Congress. He would experience 
no difficalty whatever in transacting the cirenit 
court business of these three States; and even with 
this addition, a great portion of his time would be 
unemployed. The same might be said of Judge 
Wayne, whose present circuit consisted of South 
Carolina and Georgia. He was willing to hold the 
circuit courts in North Carolina, and could do it 
without! inconvenience. Indeed, there wes compa- 
ratively but very litle circuit court business in any 
of the Atlantic States south of Maryland. The 
judges of the Supreme Court themselves were con- 
vinced of the propriety of abolishing the Virginia 
and North Carolina circuit, and giving the new 
judge to the West; and, in contemplation of this 
change, they had made the arrangement proposed 
by the present amendment, which would enable 
nine judges conveniently to transact all the judicial 
business of the country. 

What utility, then, was there in continuing the 
Virginia circuit? The public interest did not de- 
mand it—the public good did not require it 
Nothing could be said in its favor, unless it might 
be the question which had been asked by his friend 
from Virginia, [Mr. Roane,] Would you blot out 
ofexisience the ancient cirenit of Virginia and 
North Carolina? Tanswer, yes, if ime and expe- 
rience had shown its existence to be unnecessary, 
and even prejudicial to the public welfare, by pre- 
venting another portion of the Union from obtain- 
ing a judge, where such a judge was impeiatively 
required. ìt ought not sureiy to wound the feelings 
of the people of the Old Dominion, to be united to 
Maryland and Delaware for judicial purposes, 
when such an union was necessary to promote the 
public welfare. ‘This was nota question of pride, 
but of principle. He might say the same of North 
Carolina. 

Placed in. similar cireumstances, he might pro- 
bably have acted as his friend from Virginia [Mr. 
Roane] had done. Our feelings were naturally 
very strong for our respective States, and these 
feelings were highly honorable. it was, however, 
his duty to decide this question impartially, and he 
had never felt less hesitation in deciding any ques- 
tion than the present. 

The inscrutable decree of an all-wise Providence 
had created a vacancy on the bench cf the Su- 
preme Court, by the death of a judge whose loss 
we all deplored. This enabled us to abolish a cir- 
cuit wholly unnecessary in this portion of the 
Union, and create a circuit in the Southwest, where 
a new circuit was indispensable, without increasing 
the number of the Supreme Court judges. He 
thought it wise to embrace this opportunity. If 
you once appointed a judge for the Virginia cir- 
cuit the case was hopeless. You could not then 
break up hiseircuit and ask him to transfer his resi- 
gence to the far West. No judge wonld ever be 
transferred by Congress, against his will, from the 
East to the West. Who would have thought of 
making such an attempt in regard io Chief Justice 
Marshal! or Judge Barbour, although the business 
in their cireuit was comparatively so trifling? It 
would have been cruelasweilasunjust. The pre- 
sent, therefore, was the propitious moment when 
such an arrangement could be made, and when the 
public might be accommodated without doing in- 
jastice to any human being. een 

He need scarcely repeat, that in the vole’ which 
he propesed to give, he intended no disparagement 
to Virsinta or North Carolina. “Fhe whole coun- 
try ought to fee! grateful to Virginia for the distin- 
guished luminaries which she bad furnished to the 
bench of the Supreme Court; but as five circuits on. 
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our Eastern maritime frontier were, in his opinion, - 
abundantly sufficient to transact all the judicial bu-. 
ness, be would not prolong the existence.of the 
sixth, merely for the purpose of enabling Virginia ` 
to furnish another judge to the Union. : ` 

He was sorry to entertain buta feeble hape of 
the passage of the b:ll.. Its. friends ought -to have 
first tried it in the other House, and if it had passed - 
there, he presumed there would have ‘been but lite. 
tle difficulty here. If we should pass it, of which 
he entertained no doubt, he feared it never would 
be touched by the other House. ` ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN said as he intended to, vote 
for the bill, he would very briefly express the rea~ 
‘sons which actuated him. So far from having any 
desire to act in opposition to the “Old Dominion,” 
he thought that State very justly occupied a very 
high and elevated character in this Confederacy; 
and she always should enjoy it, as she deserved. to 
do so. He would not take a feather from her 
plume, nor depreciate her character and her-stand- 
ing; and therefore his support of this amendment 
must Bot be construed into hostility to that State. 
He believed that nine judges of the Sapreme Court 
constituted as great a number as could conveniently 
discharge the judicial business of the country; but 
when the necessity arose, he should not be unwil- 
ling to increase the number. They knew that for 
years past six circuits had been wholly - un- 
necessary to despatch the business of. twelve or 
thirteen States. .Why not, then, amend the sys- 
tem? The reason hitherto was palpable. . Who. 
would have ventured to interfere with.the venera- 
ble judge lately deceased? Who would have pro- 
posed to send him to the Wesi? for while the judge 
was in existence, he would always have sympa- 
thizing friends. But a mysterious Providence had. 
enabled them to make such alterations as were ne- 


-eessary here, and to add judicial aid to the South- 


west. They could well spare a judge from the 
East; and who could imagine that Pennsylvania 
and Delaware constituted a sufficient circuit to give 
the judges of the United States adequate employ- 
ment? The business had ever been. very small; 
yet who would ever have thought, during 
the lifetime of Judge Marshall, ef extending 
his duties. But now the difficulties in the way. of 
this proposed change were removed, and he could: 
see in it nothing but what was correct and proper. 
Let the circuit be abolished, and add a circuit judge 
to the Southwest, and he believed it would be many 
years to come before it would be necessary to ing 
crease the number of the judges of the Supreme 
Court. In the vote he proposed to give, he in- 
tended no disparagement of Virginia or North 
Carolina. The country onght to be grateful. to 
Virginia for the distinguished luminaries she had 
sent to the bench; but five circuits on the maritime 
frontier of the country were amply sufficient to do 
al! the business. hese bad been his impressions 
for years past; yet he had little idea that the bill 
would pass) He thought its friends had done 
wrong in not introducing it into the other House; 
and if it passed there, it might pass here. How- 
ever, itshould have his vote. 

Mr. WALKER spoke in favor of the bill, con- 
tending that to refuse to pass it was virtually deny- 
ing to the Southwest her full participation in, the 
blessings of the jadicial system, observing at, the 
same time that he conceived it peculiarly due to the 
State of Mississippi. er 

Mr. RIVES said that he should vote for the 
vill. He felt himself snfe in following the lead. of 
the distinguished Senator from Penasylvania _[Mr. 
Bucwawan.] whose former position a5 à member of 
the Judiciary Commitice justly gave his. opinion 
great weight on this subject. He had therefore 
made up his mind to voie for the proposition be- 
fore the Senate. It seemed just, and right, and pro- 
per; and he did not see how the rights of the State 
of Virginia were to be considered as involved in 
the maiter. He wished to actin a national spirit; 
and he thought this was an oecasion which ought 
to be improved in reference to the West and South- 
west, without any inconvenient increase of the 
judges. : 4 

Mr. BENTON saig, since he- had last addressed 
the Senate, a few moments ago, he had been in- 


- formed that the number of judges in England was: 
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greater than he had stated. They had been twelve 
in number for several centuries, bu! within the 
last few years they had been increased to fifteen. 

Tbe vote was then taken on the amendment, 
which was adopted—-ayes 34, noes 13, as. follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Bates, Bayard, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Clay: of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, 
Huntington, Kerr, King, Knight, Linn, Mangum, 
Merrick, Mouton, Nicholson, Norvell, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Prestow, Rives, Robinson, Rug- 
gles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tall!- 
madge, Walker, end Williams—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Gra- 
ham, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Pierce, Roane, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wail, ard 
Wrght—13., 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana then submitted another 
amendment, which was also adopted. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and the 
amendments adopted as in committee of the whole, 
were concurred in, and the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill was subsequently read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Koads, reported a joint resolu- 
tion authorizing the Postmaster General to make 
contracts for carrying the mail coastwise between 
Mobile and New Orleans; which was read, and cr- 
dered to asecond reading. ; 


Mr. WILLIAMS submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Senate will, on this and each 
succeeding day of the present session, take a recess 
from half past two o'clock to four o’clock, p. m. 


The adoption of the resolution was advc cated by 
Messrs. WRIGHT and WILLIAMS; and, the 
question on its passage being taken, it was decided 
in the negative—ayes 21, noes 26, 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the House bill making 
appropriations for the civiland diplomatic expenses 
of the Government forjthe year 1841, reported 
eee with sundry emendments; which were 
read. 


Messrs, ANDERSON, TAPPAN, KNIGHT, 
and HENDERSON, severally gave notice of 
amendments which they intended to propose when 
the bill came up for consideration; which amend- 
ments, with those of the committee, were ordered 


to be printed. 
BILLS PASSED. 

Tie bill for creating a new land district in the 
State of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries 
of the southwestern and western land districts in 
said State; 

The bill for the relief of Jesse Carpenter; and 

The bill to amend the act entitled “An act to 
amend the act approved May 13, 1800, entitled 
‘An act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to esta- 
blish the judicial courts of the United States,’ ” were 
severally read a third time, and passed. 

The bill to declare the rights of the children of 
the citizens of the United States born abroad, was, 
on motion by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, laid on the 
table. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness; and in about an hour the doors were again 
opened. 


The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to payto William J. Parham, and 
others, for attending as wimesses to establish the 
Claims ofthe stone cutters under the resolution of 
Rist July, 1840, was considered as in committee of 
the whole, and on the question of engrossment, it 
be decided in the negative. So the resolution was 
ost. 


Mr. HUBBARD moved that when the Senate 
adjourn, it adjourn to meet at 7 o'clock this 
evening. 

This motion was strongly urged by Messrs. 
HUBBARD and WRIGHT, but before the ques- 
tion was taken, a motion was made for adjourn- 
meat, which was earried—ayes 17, noes 15. 

And the Senate adjourned 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarorpay, February 27, 1841. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
rules in relation to the order of business were sus- 
pended, and the House proceeded to the considera- 

ion.of the bill making appropriations for the 
NAVAL SERVICE FOR THE YEAR 1841. 

The question recurred on the appeal of Mr. 
Evans from the decision of the Caain, which was 
pending vesferday when the House adjourned, 

Mr. EVANS withdrew his appea’; and moved 
to amend the bill by striking from the 13th line 
thereof the words, one million four hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars, and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: “two million dollars; four 
hundred thousand dollars cf which sum shall be 
expended in building and equipping war steamers 
of medium size.” 

The question was taken on agreeing to the 
amendment, and decided in the aflirmative—jeas 
94, nays 80. 

The bill was read a third time; 

And the question being stated on its passage, 

Mr. WELLER moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, put, and carried, and the bill 
was passed, and is as follows: a 


A BILL making appropriations for the naval service for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-one 

Beit enucted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, 
That the following sums be appropriated, in addition to the un- 
expended balances of former appropriations, out of any unap- 
propriated money in the Treasury, for the naval service, for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, viz: 

For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers, and sea- 
hen, two million three hundred and thirty-five thousand dol- 
ars; 

For pay of superintendents, naval constructors, and all the 
civil establishments at the several yards, forty thousand dol- 
lars; 

For provisions, five hundred thousand dollars; 

For increase, repair, armament, and equipment of the navy, 
and wearand tear of vessels in commission, two million dol 
lars; four hundred thousand of which sum shall be expended 
in building and equipping war steamers of medium size; 

For medicines and surgical instruments, hospital stores, and 
other expenses on account of the sick, thirty thousand dollars; 

For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard at 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, fifteen thousand dollars; 

For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard at 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, twenty-five thonsand two hundred 
dollars; 

For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard at 
Brooklyn, New York, forty-six thousand eight hundred dollars; 

For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard at 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, five thousand four hundred dollars; 

For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard at 
Washington, District of Columbia, six thousand six hundred 
dollars; 

For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard at 
Gosport, Virginia, twenty-nine thousand four hundred dollars; 

For improvement and necessary repairs of the navy yard 
near Pensacola, Florida, twelve thousand dollars; 

For defraying the expenses that may acerue for the following 
purposes, viz: For the freight and transportation of materials 
and stores of every description; for wharfage and dockage; sto- 
rage and rent; travelling expenses of officers, and transportation 
of seamen; house rent to pursers, when duly authorized; for 
funeral expenses; for commissions, clerk hire, office rent, sta- 
tionery, and fuel to navy agents; for premiums and incidental 
expenses of recruiting; for apprehending deserters; for compen- 
sation to judges advocate; for per diem allowance to persons at- 
tending courts martial and courts of inquiry, or other 
services authorized by law; for printing aad station- 
ery of every description, and for working the litho- 
graphic press; for books, maps, charts, mathematical 
and nautical instruments, chronometers, models, and draw- 
ings: for the purchase and repair of fire engines and machinery; 
for the repalr of steam engines in navy yards; for the purchase 
and maintenance. of oxen and horses, and for carts, timber 
wheels, and workmen’s tools of every description; for postage 
of letterson public service; for pilotage and towing ships of 
war; for taxes and assessments on public property; for assist- 
ance rendered to vessels in distress; for incidental labor at navy 
yards, not applicable to any other appropriation; for coal and 
other fuel, and for candles and oil, for the use of navy yards and 
shore stations, and for no other object or purpose whatever, four 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars; 

For contingent expenses for objects not hereinbefore enume- 
rated, three thousand dollars; 

For_necessary repairs of the hospital building at Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, one thousand five hundred dollars; 

Por necessary repairs of the hospital building at Brooklyn, 
New York, three thousand dollars; 

For necessary repairs of the hospital building at Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, two thousand dollars; 

For necessary repairs of the hospital building at Pensacola, 
Florida, one thousand five hundred collars; 

For pay of officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
privates, and servants, serving on shore, and subsistence of offi- 
cers of the marine corps, one hundred and seventy-six thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-seven dollars; 

For provisions for the non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
Privates, and servantsand washerwomen serving on shore, forty- 
five thousand and fifty-four dollars; - 

à ror clothing, forty-three thousand six hundred and sixty-two 
lollars; 

F For ‘Fuel, sixteen thonsand two hundred and seventy-four 
oars; 

For keeping -barracks in repair, and for rent of temporary 
barracks at New York, six thousand dollars; 


For transportation of officers, non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, and expenses of recruiting, eight thou- 
sand dollars; 


For medicines, hospital supplies, surgical instruments, pay - 


of matron and hospital stewards, four thousand one hundred and 
forty dollars; i i 

For military stores, pay of armerers, keeping arms in repair, 
accoutrements, ordnance stores, flags, drums, fifes, and other 
instruments, two thousand three hundred dollars; 

For contingent expenses of said corps, viz: for freight, 
ferriage, toll, wharfage, and cartage; for per diem allowance for 
attending courts-martial and courts of inquiry, compensation to 
judges-advocate, house rent where there are no public quarters 
assigned, per diem allowance to enlisted men on constant labor, 
expenses of burying deceased marines, printing, stationery, for- 
age, postage on public letters, expenses in pursuit of deserters, 
candles and oil, straw, barrack-furniture, bed-sacks, spades, 
axes, shovels, picks, carpenter’s tools, and for keeping a horse 
for the messenger, seventeen thousand nine hundred and eighty 
dollars, 


Om motion of Mr. JONES, of Virginia, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cusnina in the 
chair,) and took up the bill making appropriations 
for the 

SUPPORT OF THE ARMY FOR THE YEAR 1841. 

The bill was read; when 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana offerred the following 
amendment, to come in after the 91st line, viz: 

“For the continuance of the Cumberland road 
through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
$300,000, to be subjected to all the restrictions and 
limitations of former appropriations.” 

Mr. JONES of Virginia suggesied that the 
amendment was not in order, being a subject differ- 
ent from that under debate. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana said, that if the gentle- 
man from Virginia would waive his point of order, 
he would be satisfied to have the vote taken upon 
the amendment without debate. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
in order. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY appealed from the deci- 
sion; and 

On the question being taken, Shall the decision 
of the Cuar stand as the judgment of the House? 
It was decided in the affirmative—ayes 85, nays 54. 

The question on the amendment was then taken, 
by tellers, and rejected—ayes 77, noes 84. 

Mr. HUNT moved to amend by inserting 
$100,000 for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Hudsen river, the money to be expended under 
the direction of the Secre‘ary of War. 

The amendment being ruled out of order by the 
Cuair, 

Mr. HUNT took an appeal, but the decision 
of the Cuair was sustained. 

Mr. MOORE moved to amend, by inserting af- 
ter the 49th Jine, an appropriation of $40,000 for 
removing obstructions in Red River; which amend- 
ment was likewise decided by the Cuarr to be out 
of order. 

Mr. GRINNELL moved to amend, by ins2rting 
$7,500-for the purchase or manufacture of repeat- 
ing fire arms, under the direction of the Secretary 
of War. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON moved further to 
amend by substituting $20,000, and inserting the 
word “Colts” before the word “repeating.” 

After some discussion between Messrs. WAD- 
DY THOMPSON and SMITH of Maine, the 
former modified his amendment by striking out the 
word “Colts.” 

After some debate of rather a discursive charac- 
ter on a point of order, the question was taken on 
the amendment of Mr. Txompson to the amend- 
ment, and it was rejected. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Grinne ct, and it was also rejected. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia then moved the follow- 
ing amendment from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to come in after the end of the bil: 

“For preventing and suppressing hostilities in 
Florida, to be expended under the direction of the 
Secretary of War, conformably to the acts of Con- 
gress of the 19th of March, 1836, and the acts 
therein referred to, viz: for forage, for freight or 
transportation of military supplies of every deserip- 
tion, from the places of purchase to Florida; for the 
purchase of wagons and harness, of boats and 
lighters, and other vessels; of herses, mules, and 
oxen, to keep up the trains; of tools, leather, and 
other materials for repairs; for transportation witb- 
in Florida, including the line of steamboats and 
other vessels for service in the rivers, and on the 


coasts, and the expenses of maintaining the several 
steamboats and transport schooners connected with 
the operations of the army; for bire of mechanics, 
mule drivers, teamsters, and other assistants, in- 
cluding ‘their subsistence; for miscellaneous and 
contingent charges, and for arrearages in 1840, one 
million: sixty-one thousand eight hundred and six- 
teen dollars.” 

Mr. EVANS moved to strike out the sum jn the 
amendment, and to insert $1,666,906 30. 

Mr. JONES made some remarks in explanation, 
after whic 

Mr. MASON gave his views. 

The hour of two and a half o’clock having ar- 
rived, the House tock its usual recess. 


[EVENING SE<SION.] 

After the recess, the question being on the amend- 
ment of Mr. EVANS, 

Mr, DOWNING addressed the committee at some 
length on the subject of the military operations in 
Florida. 

Mr. DAWSON then suggested to Mr. Evans 
the propriety of increasing the sum, by adding 
$250,000 due to Georgia. 

Mr. CRABB made a similar suggestion on the 
part of Alabama. 

After some explanations from Messrs. DOWN- 
ING, EVANS, JONES, MORGAN, GRAVES, 
and DAWSON, 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Evans, and it was rejected—ayes 73, noes 76. 

The question thdn recurring on the section pro- 
posed by the Committee of Ways and Means, it 
was agreed to. 

Mr. CRABB then referred to the services of the 
Alabama militia. The State had paid them 
$130,000, and presented her claim here; but as it 
still remained before the Committee of Claims, he 
desired to submit an amendment to this bill. 

The CHAIR inquired whether there was a stand- 
ing law for these expenditures. 

Mr. CRABB said there had been, but there was 
some irregularity in the vouchers, and therefore he 
wished the claim settled cn principles of equity and 
justice. 

Mr. JONES inguired for the law. 

Mr. CRABB said there was a general law for 
the payment of militia, when called into the service 
of the United States, at $8 a month. 

Mr. LINCOLN said there was no other aw 
than that under which the milina of Massachusetts 
and otber S'ates had been paid. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST objected to the amend- 
ment as being for past services, while the appropti- 
ations in the bill were future f 

The CHAIR pronounced the amendment out of 


order. 

Mr. CRABB thereupon withdrew it. 

The committee then rose, and the bill was report- 
ed to the House. 

And the questien being on concurring in the 
amendments reported to the bill-— 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved the previous guestion. 

The call was sustained—ayes 93, noes 85. 

The previous question was then put and carried, 
and the main question being on the amendment, 
(viz: the new section for the Florida war,) it was 
agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to its third reading. It 
was read a third time; when 

Mr. HUBBARD moved the previous question. 

Which was seconded, put, and carried, and the 
bill was passed. h 

The whole amount appropriated in the bill is 
$5,275,919. 

Mr. JONES moved to suspend the rales to go 
into Committee of the Whele on the state of the 
Union, with a view to take up the General Indian 
Appropriation Bill, but at the suggestion of Mr. 
Beit he suspended the motion till Mr. B. had re- 
ported the followed bills from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, viz: 

A bill to defray the expense of delegations of 
Seminole Indians west of the Mississippi to Flori- 
da, and for other purposes. 

‘A bill making appropriations for the temporary 
support cf certain destitute Kickapoo Indians, and 
jo defray the expenses of removing and subsisting 
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for a limited time the Swan creek and Black river 
Indians of Michigan. 

These bills were read and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole cn the state of the Union. 

THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. JONES then renewed his motion, which was 
agreed to, and the House went into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Drom- 
GOoLE in the chair,) and took up the Indian appro- 
priation bill, which was read throughout by the 
Clerk fer information. 

The bill was taken up by items. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL moved 
amendment: 


the following 


$5,000.” 

After some remarks for Mr. S. in support of his 
amendment, 

Mr. JONES opposed the amendment, on the 
ground that the whole amount of presents to the 
Indians was limited to $5,000. Though this item 
has been introduced into previous bills, from year 
to year, it had been inadvertently done. The law, 
when rigidly examined, would be found not to war- 
rant the annual appropriation. 

Mr. RARIDEN explained: the withholding of 
the money would not injure the Indians, as the 
money ultimately feil into the hands of agents and 
sub-agents; and the Indians were more injured than 
benefited by the practice. 

Mr. EVERETT considered the act as distribu- 
ting $5,000 annually. It was so intended at the 
time, andhad been so understood ever since. The 
bili made permanent provision for the Indian De- 
partment. 

Mr. PROFFIT inquired whether any law allowed 
part of the annuities te be paid to the Indians in 
goods? 

Mr. JONES said this was according to each 
treaty; the payments were variously made. 

Mr. PROFFIT said the law was daily violated; 
he had condue’ed Indians under one of the treaties, 
and knew that more than half the annuity of the 
Pottawatamies was forced on them in good», al- 
though the treaty specified that they should be paid 
in gold and silver. Mr. P. made other statements 
in which he contended that the Department had 
not acted up to the treaties. 

Mr JONES asked Mr. Prorrit to specify a par 
ticular treaty. 

Mr. PROFFIT said that, in 1837, the treaty 
with the Pottawatamies promised gold and silver, 
and was paid, by forec, in goods, charged at enor- 
mous prices. 

Mr. JONES said at the proper time he would 


convince Mr. P. that he was mistaken. He denied 
that the Jaw for presents was intended to operate 
annually. 

Mr. EVERETT insisted on an opposite con- 
struction. . 

Mr. SALTONSTALL confirmed the view of 
Mr. Everett, intimating thatthe provisions of that 
law were permanent. 

Mr. JONES would not yield, and the amend- 
ment was negatived. 

Mr. DODGE, Delagate from Towa, moved to in- 
sert an item of $800 for the hire of a clerk for the 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs north of the Mis- 
souri river. ‘ 

Mr. JONES objected on the groand that there 
was no law for it. 

Mr. DODGE mentioned the need of the appro- 
priation, but it was rejected. 

Mr. JONES moved to reduce the items for the 
Choctaws from $50,950 to $44,950; which was 
agreed to: to reduce the item for the Omahas from 
$2,440 to $1,140: to increase the item for the Ot- 
foes and Missourias from $3,140 to $5,640; all of 
which were agreed to. 

The bill having been gone through with, was 
iaid aside to be reported to the House, and the 
committee took up the bill to defray the expenses 
of the delegation of the Seminole Indians west of 
the Mississippi. 

No amendments being offered to the bill, the 
committee next took up the bill for the relief of cer- 
tain Kickapoo Indians and Black River Indians of 
Missouri; which was in like manner laid aside. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD made an effort to get the 


“For presents fur Indians under the same act, | 


. Senate bill for removing the raft in Red river taken’ 


| charged from the consideration of thè 


up, but without success. 

Mr. JONES moved that 
which prevailing, 

The committee rose accordingly, and the bills 
considered in committee were reported to the House, 
the amendments concurred in, the billsread a third 
time, passed, and sent to the Senate. ; EELT 

Mr RUSSELL made an effort to get the hour öf 
meeting changed to 10 o'clock, ard to set apart 
two hours on Monday and Tuesday for private’ 
bills. The motion requiring two-thirds of the 
House. tellers were called, and the vote stood— 
ayes 91, noes 34. The rules were suspended to re- 
ceive the motion. It was received and read. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to amend it by strik- 
ing out the clause respecting private bills; on which 
motion tellers were called, and the vote stood-—ayes 
86, noes 92. 

So the amendment was negatived. 

The question being then put on the resoiution, 
no quorum voted; when 

Mr. WISE moved to adjourn; which prevailing, 

The House adjourned. 


the: committee ` rise; 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March 1, 1841. 

Mr. BATES presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Rurus Croats, elected by the Legislature of 
the State of Massachusetts a Senator from that 
State for the unexpired terin occasioned by the: re 
signation of the Hon. Danie. WEBSTER. ‘ 

Mr. CHOATE appeared, was qualified, and 
took his seat. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Navy in reply to 
a resolution of the Senate of the 28th ultin o; which 
was Jaid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the memorialof the muni- 
cipal authorities of St. Louis, praying an appropri- 


ation for the improvement of their harbor; which - 


was referred to the Cammittee on Commerce. . 

Mr. NORVELL presented two memorials of citi- 
zens of Michigan, praying the passage ef a general’ 
bankrupt law; which were laid upon the table. ? - 

Mr. HUBBARD said he had some days. since’ 
mentioned that no memorials had been presented’ 
from New Hampshire on the subject of a general 
bankrupt law. Since the adjournment of the Se- 
nate on Satarday, he had received a memorial from’ 
the county of Coos on the subject. It appeared 
that a circular, printed in New York, had been re- 
ceived a! Lancaster, in that county, and requesting 
the postmaster at that place to use bis exertions to 
procure signatures to it. Instead of this, a remon- 
strance had been drawn up against the passage of 
any bankrupt law, which was signed by many tes 
spectable citizens, Mr. FI. then presented the me- 
morial; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Chatauque county, New York, remonstrat- 


| ing against the passage of a bankrupt law; which 


was laid on the table. 

On motion by Mr. FULTON, the papers: of 
of William J. Parham were permitted to be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate. i 

Mr. SEVIER, from tbe Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of citi- 
zens of East Florida, remonstrating against the 
cessicn of any portion of their Territory to thé 
Seminole Indians, asked to be discharged from the 
farther consideration therecf; which was agreéd to. 

Mr. HUBBARD said the only subject undis- 
posed of by that committee was a bill which had 
been referred to it for the relief of William R. 
Davis, which he was instructed to report without 
amendment. à ; 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred memorials remon- 
strating against the execution of the treaty with the 
Seneca Indians, said as no appropation would be 
asked at the present session to carry the treaty into 
effect, he had been instructed by the committee to 


| ask to be discharged from their further considera- 


tion; which was agreed to. : 
RELATIONS WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 
Mr. BUCHANAN’said he was instructed by the 
Committee on Foreign Relations to move to.be dis: 
resolation 
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which had been referred to that committee, “re- ` 


questing the President to communicate to the Se- 
nate, if not incompatible with the public interest, 
any correspondence which may have taken place 
between this Government and that of Great Britain 
relative to the Northeastern boundary, not hereto- 
fore communicated to the Senate.” 

He wold state, with as much brevity as possi- 
ble, the reasons which had induced the committee 
to believe that it would be inexpedient, at the pre- 
sent moment, to publish the correspondence to 
which the recolution referred. 

It would be. recollected by Senators who had 
directed their attention to this subject, that 
in consequence of the correspondence alrea- 
dy published tetween the two Governments, 
and to which he need not particularly refer, 
it became the duty of Great Britain to submit 
to. our Government the projet of a convention for 
the settlement of this long disputed boundary 
question. This duty had been performed by the 
British Government in the month of May, 1839. 
The President did not approve of this proposed 
convention, chiefly because it contained no ulti- 
malte provisicn which must inevitably and finally 
determine the controversy between the two coun- 
tries. Indeed, from its character, it was quite pro- 
bable that, had it been adopted, it would not have 
produccd this result so much to be desired. And 
the President was firmly convinced, considering the 
long delay—the high state of mutual irritation ex- 
isting along the border, and the imminent dan- 
ger of actual collision, that the interest? of both 
parties imperatively demanded the adoption of such 
treaty stipulations as must necessarily make an 
end of the question. The British Government 
had since unequivocally coincided with the Presi- 
dent in these sentiments, and the two Governments 
had already agreed upon the essential points of a 
convention based upon these principles, and alike 
advantageous and honorable to both. There were 
still some provisions of this convention, of com- 
paratively minor importance, and involving detail 
rather than privciple, which had not yet been 
agreed upon; but if it were the sincere desire of 
both parties, as he believed it was, to arrive at an 
amicable conclusion, the negotiation must soon be 
successfully terminated. Under these peculiar cir- 
cumstances, the committee believed that it could do 
no good to either pariy, whilst it might be embar- 
rassing lo both Governments, to publish to the 
world the correspondence and the different projets 
and counter projets of treaties which had passed be- 
tween them. 

Mr. B said that his official position in the Sena‘e 
had afforded him free access to all this correspon- 
dence. He had cxamined it with care, and would 
now frankly state the impression which it had made 
on his mind. Although he would not pretend to 
say that ihere were no omens of war in the conduct 
of the British Government on our Northern fron- 
tier, yet this he should assert, with much confi- 
dence; that in the negotiation itself relative to our 
Northeastern boundary, nothing bad occurred in- 
consistent with the sincere and anxious desire which 
had always been professed by that Government to 
preserve the psace which now so happily subsisted 
between the two countrivs, and to bring the ques- 
tion to a fual and satisfactory conclusion. Proba- 
bly this expression might be too strong, and he 
ought to have qualified the general termis he had 
used, by excepling the delays we had expe- 
rienced from the tardy movements of the British 
Government at every stage in the progress of the 
negotiation. Stil he felt himself justified in using, 
at the present moment, the language of the Presi- 
dent in his message at the commencement of 
the session; tbat, “frora the character of the 
points still in difference, and the undoubted disposi- 
tion of both parties to bring the matter to an early 
conelusion, I look with entire confidence to a 
prompt and satisfactory termination of the negotia- 
tion.” He had reason to believe that such were 
still the anticipations of the President in regard to 
the Northeastern boundary question. 

Mr. B. said. that on the present occasion he 
should purposely refrain frora the expression of 
any Opinion in regard tothe case of the steamboat 
Caroline. This was rendered unnecessary by the 


a 


fact that all the correspondence in relation to this 
subject, of any general importance, had already 
been published,.and each Senator had the same 
means of forming an opinion whish he himself en- 
joyed. There was no truth whatever in the rumor 
now so current, that there had been an angry cor- 
respondenee between the British Minister and the 
Secretary of State since the date of the last corre- 
spondence between them, now before the public. 
There was no foundation for this ramer. It was 
true that, since that time, a single note, bearing 
upon this subject, had been addressed by Mr. Fox 
to Mr. Forsyth, which the latter had answered; bat 
this note and answer were of so little importance, 
that he, Mr. B. did not deem it necessary to call 
for their publication, and their tone was far from 
being of an angry character. 

Mr. CLAY of Ky. said, the most important point 
related to the adjustment of the Northeastera boun- 
dary, and in order to produce a definite settlement 
of that question, there had been proposals made 
for its reference to arbitration, as had been stated 
by the chairman, and the principles which should 
regulate a matter of that nature had been agreed 
to, with the exception of some comparatively ur- 
importan! point. With respect to the case of the 
Caroline, there had been some delay; and the Go- 
vernment had not reecived any satisfactory answer 
as to the fact whether that capture within our juris- 
diction was by order of the Government of Great 
Britain. As to the case of McLeod, he was not 
very well informed about it. Whether there had 
been any communication between the Executive 
and the Governor of New York, he knew not; but 
his opinion was, that there ought to have been 
a request from the Secretary of Siate to the Go- 
vernment of New York, if they persevered in trying 
this man, that he be brought to a place where he 
can have a fair and impartial trial; and whatever 
should be the result of that trial, that his personal 
safety should be put beyond all question. But 
without any such request, a sense of propriety 
would prompt the Government of New York to 
take that course without suggestion. from any 
quarter. He [Mr. Cray] was in hopes the man 
would have a fair trial; and he hoped, as he al- 
ways did, that the result of the evidence of that 
trial would be such as would satisfy the jury of the 
country of the innocence of the man, and that he 
wonld be acquitted. With respect to the captures 
on the coast of Africa, he took it that satisfactory 
explanations could be made, for the Government of 
Great Britain should understand ihat this country 
will not submit to the risht of search, which was 
the cause of the last war. But the general cha- 
racter of our relations was such that, and from 
what he had beard aad seen out of doors rather 
than from what had occurred in this and the ‘other 
branch of Congress, his cpinion was that they 
would not require any special mission whatever, 
The ordinary minister accredited to Great Britain, 
would be quite competent to the discharge of all 
the special duties that would devolve upon him, 
He would ad further that in reference to the state 
of the relations between this country and Great Bri- 
tain, he had not begun to think of the possibility of 
any immediate war with Great Britain. But 
while he said this, he hoped he would not be un- 
derstood as saying that he hoped to avoid any pre- 
paration which might be necessary in the event of 
the assertion of our rights, or any pretensions, what- 
ever quarter they might come from abroad. No; he 
looked upen the condition of our navy and the 
want of steam batteries, and the absence cf all 
those floating means of defence, as matters of just 
and deep concernment; and he did kope they 
would have a very early and constant attention, 
that the country might be prepared for any possi- 
ble emergency. He would close by repeating the 
expression of his hope, that there would be no im- 
mediate cause of war; and he believed both Go- 
vernments were animated by a desire to preserve 
peace, which was so essential to the happiness of 
both. 

The question was then taken on discharging the 
committee from the further consideration of the sub- 
ject, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. CUTHBERT rose and stated his purpose 


i} lo be to place before the Senate the proofs in rela- 


tion to the sentiments of Mr. Wensrer in regard 
to the constitutional power of the Government over 
the transportation of slaves from one State to 
another. 

Mr. PHELPS interposed a point of order, which 
was. subsequently withdrawn, and a debate arose 
in which Messrs. CUTHBERT, PHELPS, KING, 
PRESTON, CLAY of Kentucky, RIVES, BU- 
CHANAN, WALKER, and WRIGHT, partici- 
pated; at the conclusion of which, 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate ad- 
journed to meet again 5 o'clock this evening. 


. [Evenina Sxsston.] 
THE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On the motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate 
took up, asin committee of the whole, the bill 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of ihe Government for the year 1841. 

Mr. WRIGHT said the first question in order 
would be on the amendments proposed by the com- 
mittee, and he hoped they would be acted on in their 
order. He then briefly explained the first amend- 
ment, which proposed to limit the fees of certain 
officers of the United States courts. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana opposed the introduc- 
tion of fee bills into an appropriation bill: it was a 
subject, he thought, which required more delibera- 
tion than they were then able to bestow upon it. 

Mr. PHELPS also advocated the passage of the 
ustal appropriation bill, and the postponement of 
this question to a future occasion. He was of 
opinion many officers were too highly compensated; 
but then, within forty-eight hours of the close of 
the session, they could not give the subject the con- 
sideration it required. 


Mr. BENTON was in favor of the limitation 
proposed to be placed on these fees and salaries. 
He was opposed to the whole idea of making for- 
tunes out of the public service. He was willing to 
allow to every person employed by the Government 
a fair compensation for his service; he was willing 
to give the person employed by the year, as well 
as the day laborer, a fair and liberal remuneration 
for his time and service; but he scouted the whole 
idea of making fortunes out of offices. It is not 
for that purpose, said he, that offices were created. 
They were created for the public good, and not for 
individual emolument; and those who wanted for- 
tunes should look for them ¢lsewhere—should 
look for them in their own exertions, and 
in the pursuits of trade and business. No good 
had resulted to the public from these great salaries; 
on the contrary, the greatest defaleations had hap- 
pened where the fees and salaries were greatest. 
The idea of getting rich suddenly too often led to 
speculations and adventures, which ended in the 
application of the public moneys to private uses} 
Fair and reasonable compensation was all that 
ought to be allowed. Besides the inherent objec- 
tion to extravagant salaries, and their tendency to 
lead officers into speculations and the use of the 
public money, there was another objection to them, 
arising from their tendency to increase the thirst for 
office, and to bring improper characters to apply for 
them. When a fortune is to follow office, the desire 
for il isincreased. The most avaricious become the 
most clamorous. They devote themselves to its 
acquisition. They enter the field for the candi- 
date from whom they expect reward. They spare 
no means, fair or foul, to elect him. If they suc- 
ceed in the election, they go and demand a reward, 
as if they had been working for wages, and become 
dissatisfied if they do not get il, There is enough 
in the honors of office, and in the attractions of a 
reasonable salary, to bring sufficient heat and strife 
intoour elections. There is no necessity for add- 
ing to these inducements by settiag up fortunes to 
reward the exertions of political adventurers. 
There is no necessity to whet the appetites, or to 
stimulate the passions, or to increase ihe exertions 
of the office seeking corps. They are numerous 
enough, ardent enough, zealous enough in elec- 
tions, and importunate enough afier elections are 
over, without requiring the prize of a fortune to be 
added to the honors and ordinary emoluments of - 
office. Such fees and salaries as those mentioned— 
twenly—forty—sixty—eighty thousand dollars— 
ought to be curtailed. They excite cupidity for 
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office, lead to extravagance, are contrary to the 
frugal character of our Government, and tend to 
beget a sordid aud mercenary spirit in our elections. 
The land office emoluments had ail been limited in 
the new States; the custom-house, marshals, and 
others should be limited in the old States. 

Mr. B. said the present was a suitable occasion 
to fulfil a promise which he had made a few days 
ago, in replying to some very disinterested and pa- 
trietic sentiments delivered by the Senator from 
South Carolina, on the opposite side of the cham- 
ber [Mr. Pauston.] That Senator had then deli- 
vered very excellent sentiments in relation to re- 
movals from office—had denounced the spoiis 
doctrine—had declared that proscription was itself 
to be proscribed—that henceforth there were to be 
no removals for cpinion’s sake—no faithful officer 
turned outto make room for a political fiiend—no 
changes excepi for misconduct—and that the new 
Administration, in allthis, would the reverse cf 
the present and the last passed. I took occasion 
upon the instant, (said Mr. B.) to correct that Se- 
nator, so far as the State of Missouri was con- 
cerned; and to let him know that proscription for 
opinion’s sake had never been practised by the 
passed or present Administration in that State— 
that no removals had been made there except for 
cause—that many political opponents had been re- 
appointed to the offices which they had fillec—that 
tne spoils doctrine had never been practised npon 
there—that this was known to every body in Mis- 
souri, and should be known to every bedy here; 
and that he would take a suitable occasion to verify 
this statement by a reference to established facts. 
That occasion bas now arrived, and I proceed to 
the fulfilment of my promise. 

Premising that all the appointments made in 
M.ssouri daring Mr. Adams’s admininistration 
were from the ranks of his own political friends, 
and that most of those previously in office were cf 
the Same political character, I proceed to show, 
by facis, what was the conduct of the Jackson and 
Van Buren administrations with respect to them. 
I begin with the Indian Department—a large sub- 
ject of Federal Execulive patronage in that State. 
At the head of that department was General Wol- 
liam Clark. He was the Superinteudent of Indian 
Affairs, stationed at St. Louis, strong in the Oppo- 
sition, and alorost tke last act of his life was to 
vote the whole Opposition ticket. He was not only 
not removed by General Jackson, but at the re-or- 
ganization of the Indian Department in 1834, 
when he was legislated out of office, he was re-ap- 
pointed by General Jackson, and remained in of- 
fice till his death, about two years ago. After his 
desth, the vacancy was filled by a gentleman of 
our polities, (Major Pilcher,) not for political ser- 
vices in the elections, but for pre-eminent fitness 
for the station. He had had nothisg todo with 
the great political contest which terminated in Ge- 
neral Jackson’s election. He happened to be, 
during that period, some thousands of miles be- 
yond the verge of civilization, engaged jn the ardu- 
ous pursuits of the fur trade; and the first news 
he received of General Jackson’s election was 
about a year after the event, and through London 
newspapers, which had reached the head of the 
Columbia river, where he then was, by the way of 
Hudson’s bay. He bas keid ihe place two years, 
and is betier fitted for it than acy man in America. 
I have known him for thirty years, and know what 
I say to be true. He is fitted for the i 
every Way—in judgment—in experience—iv kn 
ledge of the Indians and of the traders—ina t ej 
confidence in kim—in his qèiet and firm tempera- 
ment—in his age avd habits—-in his punciaal at- 
tention to every duty—in his faithful application, 
and accounting for every dollar that goes to his 
hand. 

Mr. John Dougherty, Indian agent on the Mis- 
souri, salary $1,800. He was a native of Ken- 
tucky, appointed by Mr. Adams, thoroughly in 
opposition, and complaint made against him for 
improper interference in an election, and was on 
the point of being dismissed by the Secretary at 
‘War, (Mr. Eaton) when, at my instance, the or- 
der was suspended until the complaint could be 
examined, and was ascertained to be unfounded. 
He served until 1834, when he was legislated out 
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of Gffize ai the reorganization of the agencies. He 
was then re-appointed by President Jackson, served 
out the term of four years, was then re-appointed 
by President Van Buren, and resigned in 1839. 
Tie is now a member of the General Assembly of 
Missouri, and is as decidedly opposed to our party 
as any man in the State. 

Major Taliaferro, Indian agent on the Upper 
Mississippi, salary $1,300 per annum. Not only 
was ke not removed, but when legislated ont of 
office in 1834, with other agents, he was re-ap- 
pointed by General Jackson, at an increase} sala- 
ry, served his term of four years, was re-appoint- 
ed by Mr. Van Buren, and held the place till he 
chose to resign. He was entirely opposed to us in 
polities. 

Mr. P. L. Choutean; he was appointed agent to 
the Osages by General Jackson, though of opposi- 
tion politics, remained in office till 1834, when, at 
the reorganization of the agencies, his place was 
reduced to a sub-ageney, and he declined to hold it 
any longer. 

Mr. J. V. Hamilton; he was oppointed succes- 
sor to Major Dougherty in 1839, in the recess of 
Congress, and without the knowledge of the Mis- 
souri delegation. They would have cbjected to it 
if they had known it, but the appointment begin 
made, they left it to run its course. He is now in 
office, andin opposition to us. 

These, sir, are the principal appointments of the 
Indian Department in Misseuri, and from this 
statement it is seen that, so far from being 
proscribed for opinion’s sake, the Opposition 
nearly monopolized the Indian offices during the 
administrations of General Jackson and Mr. Van 
Buren. F 

I now proceed to the Land Offices, another con- 
siderable subject of Federal patronage in Missouri. 
In this branch of the public service, the head of 
the business, and one who hat much patronage, 
was appointed by Genera Jack: on, and served out 
a term of four years. This was Mr. Elias Ləng- 
ham, Surveyor General. He was not re-appointed, 
and that for good eause, 

Major Christy, Register of the Land Office at St. 
Louis; he was twice re-appointed by General 
Jackson, and died in his office in the year 1837. 

General Praite, Receiver of Public Moneys at 
St. Louis, served out his term of four years, 
and was thensucecded by a gentleman of different 
politics. 

Mr. John Hays, Receiver of Public Moneys at 
Cape Girardeau, was re-appoinied by Gereral 
Jackson, and saved from removal upon my inter- 
position, at one time when he was deficient tem- 
poratily in making a deposiie of public money. 

Mr, Guild, a gentleman of opposition polities, 
was appointed successor to Mr. Hays, and served 
out four years. 

In the Post Office Department, in Missouri, no 
removals have been made that I know of, cxcept 
for cause. A majority of the post offices are now 
held by the Oppesition, while they are tuemselves 
a minority of the State. The post office at St. Louis, 
the best office in the gift of the President in Mis- 
gouri, wes heid eleven years and a half, under the 
Jackson and Van Burea administrations, by Mr. 
Wilson P. Hunt, a gentleman decidedly opposed 
to us in politics. Ele held the office near twenty 
years in all, of which more than half the time was 
under the Administrations to which he was op- 
posed. ffe was not only not removed, but was re- 
appointed by General Jackson in 1836, when legis- 
lated outof office by the new post cfice law. He 
served out the four years term under this appoint 
ment, and was succeeded in July last by Mr. 
Thomas Watson, a gentieman of cur political 
party. Of the twelve years which this im- 
portant appointment was in our gift, eleven and 
ahalf of itsaw it oceupied by a gentleman op- 
posed to us in politics, and only half a year has it 
been occupied by one of our own partly. ‘The pre- 
sent incumbent (Mr. Watson) was for twenty-five 
years postmaster at the most considerable tewn in 
‘North Carolina, (Newbern;) he understands his 
duties, and performs them correctly. No man can 
impeach his conduct, publie or private, or attribute 
to him aught that is wrong in word or deed. He 
has been a consistent Democrat forty years; a quiet, 


courieous, inoffensive: man, of whom every one- 
willspeak well, except those who want his ‘office. 

Thus, sir, stands the account: of proscription ‘int 
Missouri, many of the best offices in the State be- 
ing in the hands of the Opposition daring ‘their own : 
pleasure, or until the expiration of their terms; and’ 
some of them ten and eleven years out of twelve.’ 
Certainly there were some removals; but they. were” 
few in number, tell nearly equally upon both par-: 
ties, and were always for cause. Of three land” 
officers removed, two were on our own side; of two 
marshals removed, one was on our own side; of 
two district attorneys either removed or not res 
appointed, it was one and on ‘of each political party. 
In no case that I knew of, was there an instance of 
removal for the purpose of making room for a po- 
litical triend, but for the purpose of getting rid of 
an improper officer. For myself, my uniform an- 
swer to all those who applied to have others re« 
moved, was that tey must show misconduct.’ When 
that was not done, I refused to recommend the re- 
moval; and this is known to the whole State of 
Missouri. ; 

Mr. B. said he could give other instances. of: po- 
litical opponents retained in office in Missouri, but 
he had mentioned enough to comply with his pro- 
mise, and to show, by face's, that proscription for 
opinion’s sake had never been practised in that 
State—-that it was a prac‘ice unknown there——and. 
must originate with the new Administration, if it gets 
there at all. During the twelve years which the De- 
mocracy have borne sway,.no appointments, or re- 
movals, have been made in Missouri, except for the 
public service; and he was proud to be able to say that 
they had been good appointments, and had pro- 
moted the public service. He looked with pride 
and satisfaction upon the conduct of the public of- 
ficers in that State for twelve years past. . It was 
an example to the whole Union. Great was the 
amount of public money collected and disbursed 
there-—grealer, perhaps, than al any point in. the 
Union, execpt New York. The receipts of many 
land offices centred there; a geat number of dis- 
bursing officers and gents received their supplies 
of money there; vast sums had been. transferred 
from that point to New York; it was probable that 
twenty or thirty millions had been collected and 
distributed from that point in the last twelve years; 
and nothing had been Jost to the Government. He 
believed there were no losses in all that time. . All 
was well there; and if the new Administration 
practises on the professions which the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. Preston] has made, they will 
have no removals to make in that State. They 
can make none without violating those profersions, 
and without commencing and introducing that sys- 
tem of proscription which we have avoided, and 
which they have denounced. 

Mr. B. said that he felt himself at liberty to speak 
freely and disinterestedly on this subjcet. He had 
no relations in office to dread the removing. power. 
During the twenty years thathe had beea in Con- 
gress, no relation of his bad been appointed to 
ofice. Hehad uniformly discouraged and disceun- 
tenanced applications fer office, on the part of his 
relations. He had suffered no one of them to be 
appointed. Friends he had, in office, there, who 
are worthy of their places, and who ennot be ire- 
moved without a violation of the principles which’ 
the Senator from South Carolina has proclaimed. 


profe 
Jackson and Van Buren administrations. ‘ 

Alter a few words from Messrs. PHELPS, 
WALKER, and HENDERSON, the amendment of 
the committee was adopted. i 

And the amendment to the same clause, limiting 
the remuneration, by fees, of district attorneys, 
marshals, and clerks, after being debated by Messrs. 
WALKER, SEVIER, and W RIGHT, was also 
agreed to, ; 

The next in. order, was an amendment of the 
committee to the clause limiting the receipts of 
postmasters to $5,000 per annum, in the following 
terms: “Including salary, comroissions, boxes, and 
all fees, perquisites, and emoluments, of any namé 
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or character whatsoever, and for any service what- 
Soever.” 

. Mr. SOUTHARD objected to any interference 
with the arrangements of postmasters to acecmmo- 
date individuals with boxes; by the use of boxes, 
indtviduals received their letters without detention; 
and so Jong as the postmasters afforded this accom- 
modation, at a small remuneration for the extra 
trouble undertaken, and the expense of the boxes, 
he was opposed to any interference by the Govern- 
ment with such arrangement. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained to the Senator from 
New Jersey the clause under discussion. The 
clanse provided that three thousand dollars per 


annum shculd be paid to the postmaster for the. 


accommodation of the public with boxes, which, 
ad/ed to the salary of $2,000, made the total of 
$5,000 per annum, which, he conceive d, was a 
Sufficient remuneration for any postmaster, 

Mr. BUCHANAN said the question was whether 
$5,000 was not a sufficient remuneration for a 
postmaster. That point being settled, he pro- 
ceeded to show that the use of boxes was advanta- 
geous, and a saving of trouble to the postmasters; 
and if the clause were adopted, he doubted not the 
number of boxes would be increased, and the sum 
paid for them reduced, for he never expected any 
surplus trom this sourse to come to the public 
Treasury, and hence a larger number of business 
men would be benefited. 

Mr. TALLMADGE opposed the clause at some 
length; and in the course of his remarks, he inti- 
mated that the subject was not understood by hono- 
rable Senators, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said when they gave the 
postmaster of New York $5,000 per annum, they 
gave him as much as they gave the Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Couit, whose qualifications must 
necessarily be of a much higher order. Why, they 
only gave $6,000 per annum to the heads of De- 
partments here. He thought he understood this 
malter per(ecily, and he trusted the Senate under- 
stood it, and that they would give the gentlemen 
who had been preaching “retrenchment” and “re- 
form” so long, a proper start. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. WHITE, 
PRESTON, LINN, and others. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, with a resolution for the suspension 
of the 16tb joint rule, by which no bill could be re- 
ceived by one branch of Congress from the other 

during the last three days of the session, to which 
` the assent of the Senate was asked. 

On the motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate 
concurred, and the navy appropriation and other 
bills were received and referred. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a letter from the President elect, informing the 
Senate that he will be ready to take the oath pre- 
seribed by the Constitution previously to eniering 
on a discharge of his official duties, and at such 
place as the Senate may think proper to designate; 
which was read. 

On motion by Mr. PRESTON the Vice Presi- 
DENT was directed to appoint a committee of three 
Senators to make the necessary arrangements for 
the reception and inauguration of the President 
elect, and to apprise him of the same; and Mr. 
‘Pazsron, Mr. Bavaro, and Mr. Warta, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The Senate adjournsd a few minutes past nine 
o'clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monnay, March 1, 1841. 

Mr. RUSSELL modified the resolution offered 
by him on Saturday, as follows: 

Resolved, That hereafter the daily hour of meet- 
ing of this House shall be ten o'clock, a. m. and 
to-morrow, the time, from ten to twelve o’clock at 
noon, Shall be devoted to the consideration of pri- 
vate bills from the Senate, in their regular order, in 
Committee of the Whole House; and on Wednes- 
day next, the time from ten o'clock to twelve at 
noon, Shall be devoted to the consideration of pri- 
vate bills from the Senate on the Speaker’s table, 
if such length of time shall be required for that 
purpose. 

The question being taken on the adoption of the 
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resolution, it passed in the affirmative—ayes 111, 
noes 38. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to present certain resolutions from 
the Legislature of the State of Rhode Island, and 
that they be printed. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved a suspension of 
the rules in relation to the order of business: but the 
motion did not prevail. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
now resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER stated that there was a special 
order for to-day—(the steamboat bills ) 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the spe- 
cial order was postponed until to-morrow, 

The House then, on the motion of Mr. J. re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 


the state of the Union, (Mr. Dawson in the’chair) . 


and took up the bill making appropriations for 
certain tof 
FORTIFICATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE 
YEAR 1841, fF 
The bill having been read, i 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina moved to 
Strike out the words “thirty-five thousand” for re- 
pairs of Fort Independence, and insert in lieu 
thereof $90,000. 

After some remarks from Mr. T. in support of 
his amendment, in whch he contended thatit was 
our imperative duty to provide for a more effectual 
defence, 

Mr. JONES resisted the amendment. The bill 
submitted was intended to appropriate for the old 
works of the country which needed repair, and for 
the continuance of works now in progress. There 
was another targe class of works which could not 
come into this bill. He admitted the importance 
ef a work at the outlet at Lake Champlain; but 
as there was no law for it, it could not, under the 
rules of the House, be appropriated for. Ti was 
not in order to graft the provisions of other bills 
upon the general appropriation bill for fortifications. 
There were now unexpended appropriations to the 
amount of nearly a million of dollars. The 
amount at last session was $712,897; at the present 
session $439 500; making in sll $1,152.397, of 
which $926,000 remained unexpended. 

Mr. THOMPSON appealed to Mr. J. fo take 
up the bill from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
which covered the entire ground of the present bill, 
and added other works necessary. 

Mr. JONES said that the bill appropriated 
$1,700,000 to fortifications; could it be expected 
such a bill should get through without protracted 
debate? It must cut off all other business. To the 
present bill no serious objection would be made. 
Let this pass, and then let the gentleman bring up 
his bill. The appropriations in this bill were suf- 
ficient to keep the works gwing till the middle of 
the following year; it had not reduced the estimates 
of the Department one dollar. 

Mr. J. inquired if this amendment, being an item 
contained in another bill before the Honse, was in 
order? 

The CHAIR decided that it was; it did not pro- 
pose to engraft another bill on this bill. 

Mr. HUNT made some remarks in favor of 
laying aside the present bill, and taking up ihat 
from tho Military Committee. 

After some remarks from Mr, FILLMORE, 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew the amendment. 


Mr. CROSS moved to amend by inserting an ap- 
Ppropriation of $50,000 for Fort Wayne, but the 
Cna decided that it would not be then in order. 


Mr. SMITH of Maine moved to amend the bill 
by inserting $6,600 for Forts Preble and Scammel, 
in Portland harbor, Mr. S. referred to the report 
from the Department, showing that these works were 
going to ruin for want of a small appropriation, 
and he appealed to the justice of the House in 
favor of his amendment. The Committee of Ways 
and Means had taken good care of Boston harbor 
and the Gulf of Mexico, but seemed to have for- 
gotten that the whole cost of Maine was exposed, 
while Halifax, the only northern depotof the Bri- 
tish navy, was within a day’s sail of every part of it. 


Our fishermen were continually insulted. Here he 
yielded the floor at the request of 

Mr. THOMPSON, who said he would state a 
fact that would supersede the gentleman’s speech. 
This sum had been appropriated at the last session, 
and remained unexpended., : 

Mr. SMITH said that that statement would ap- 
ply to many items of the bill as wellas the item for 
Portland harbor. ; 

Mr. JONES explained. The application of this. 
mcney had only been suspended. The appropria- 
tion was still binding, as much soas if now passed 
over again, 

Mr. SMITH warmly urged the defenceless state 
of the coast of Maine, on which, though two hun- 
dred and fifty miles in length, not a single gun was 
mounted. The State last year cleared 140,000 tons 
of shipping from those undefended ports of hers. 
Her commerce employed 6,000 men. Pertland alone 


f owned 46000 tons of shipping, and her imports 


were $192,000. True, there was a small appro- 
priation made last year, but he was Opposed to 
leaving its expenditure to the mere discretion of the 
President. The chairman said this bill was for 
old works. Well, if so, there were few works in 
the country older than those of Portland harbor. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said, he was not opposed 
to defence by fortification, but it was utterly useless 
to erect new ones, and then leave them unarmed. 
Scarce one was at this moment fully equipped with 
ordnance. If gentlemen would incorporate a provi- 
sion for arming the foris, Mr. J. would go as far 
as he that went furthest in supporting such a mea- 
sure. Here were $400,000 asked to repair forts al- 
ready built. He would glance fora moment at ` 
the present supply of ordnance in the country. He 
here went into a statement showing that, for forts 
already completed, 1,178 cannon ‘were needed, 
while those under construction would need 2,578; 
all these were absolutely requisite to render the 
present bill of the least possible utility, 782 more 
would be needed for forts building and repairing, 
and 3,506 for works prc jected by the Board of En- 
gineers; besides 5,283 to complete the defences of 
our coast, Ele made these statements on the au- 
thority of the War Department. How many 
cannon did we now possess? The fact would as- 
tonish every man, We had but 30 battering can- 
non, 42 pounders; 60 in depot, 42 pounders; 38 
more under contract. Of other pieces, we had 
but 144, He then adverted to the improvements 
in gunnery in the throwing of kollow shot, and the 
adoption and perfection of this improvement by 
foreign nations. As to shells and balls, we stood 
in immediate need of 3,020,941 more than we now 
possessed. By the use of these hollow shot, fortifi- 
cations had been in a few hours blown up and de~ 
stroyed which had defied whole navies for centu~ 
res. Mr. J. urged the propriety and necessity of 
placing our entire coastin a state ef defence. He 
was the Jast man to desire a state of war; but he 
held that the best way to avoid collision with Eng- 
land was to be prepared to meet her; and so with 
all foreign powers. He would urge this necessity 
even were the peaee of the world the most pro- 
found; how much more pressing was it under cir- 
cumstances like the present. It was due to the na- 
tional honor to sustain the Executive in negotia- 
tions under our intricate relations, with a foreign 
power, 

Mr. J. concluded by moving to lay aside the bill 
now before the committee, to take up the bill from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, with a view to 
move an amendment to it empowering the Presi- 
dent of the United States to purchase a site for a 


foundry, and to enter into contracts for the requi- 
site ordnance. 


Mr. PICKENS rose for the purpose of disabusing 
the minds of the committee in relation to a rumor 
which he was astonished to find was in existence, 
in relation to the case of McLeod. When he 
came into the hall, to his great astonishment he 
found that a rumor was in circulation, and had 
been alluded to in debate, thatan angry correspond-. 
ence had taken place between Mr. Forsyth and 
Mr. Fox, in relation to the imprisonment: -of 
McLeod. It was with pleasure, therefore, he 
stated that he received information from. the most 


authentic source, that there was no foundation for 
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such a rumor. There had been no correspondence 
calculated in any way to produce any more diffi- 
culty than previously existed. It was true that cor- 
respondence had taken place, but it wasso unimpor- 
tant as not to be deemed necessary to communicate 
it to either branch of Congress. He conceived it 
highly important that this explanation should be 
received, as he hoped the committee would not 
legislate under a false impression. No correspon- 
detice had taken place which was calculated to 
vary the position of ihe parties since the correspon- 
dence which had last been presented to the House. 
These false rumors bad been alluded to from seve- 
ral quarters of the House, and were calculated to 
produce unsound legislation. d 

Mr. P. then proceeded to say that he hoped the 
bill reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means would be adopted speedily. 

The general system of fortification demanded by 
gentlemen, required a practical knowledge before 
all its bearings could be known; and he would take 
occasion to say, that when the next Administration 
came into power, let them propose a general sys- 
temasa whole—a system of defence for all the 
poinis of the country; and if it should be a system 
that his judgment could approve, he would pledge 
himself that he would not stop to ask what was the 
miserable amount of revenue that might be de- 
rived from a tax on wines or silks, but he would 
cheerfully vote an amount equal to the whole pro- 
ceeds of wines and silks imported, if the next Ad- 
ministration should deem it requisite and proper 
for the defence of the country by any new contin- 
gency. 

Mr. P. went on to contend that no system of 
land fortification could posssbly answer, unless it 
should be connected at various points with the navy. 
It would be utterly impossible 10 protect our exten- 
sive coast, unless a proper connection was had 
with a naval force. 
points, which can protect and sustain your naval 
defences, suited to our extensive coast of 2,000 
miles. It is steam batteries and steamships that 
can give you defence suited to the improvements of 
the age. 

Mr. P. contended that our present system of for- 
tifications was utterly unsuitable for the present 
wants of the country. The system had been par- 
tially brought from France in 1816, and, since the 
introduction of steam power, was to a great extent 
inapplicable to our extensive territory and sparse 
population. 

In answer to a question from Mr. Monror, as 
to what was the system brought from France, 

Mr. PICKENS explained its nature, and said it 
was principally carried through by General Ber- 
nard, distinguished in France and in this country; 
and again urged that it was a system, now, 
since the introduction of steam power, as totally 
inapplicable for the defence of a country with such 
an extensive coast as ours. Mr. P. then said how 
he would connect the land fortifications with the 
naval force. He would, he said, establish points at 
the following places, where the forts could co-ope- 
rate with the navy; he would take a central point 
between the St. Croix and Cape Cod; and then 
New York and the mouth of the Chesapeake be- 
tween Cape Cod and Cape Hatteras; and then be- 
tween Hatteras and Cape Florida, he would fortify 
Charleston and the mouth of the Savannah river; 
and then between Cape Florida and the Sabine he 
would fortify Pensacola aud the mouths of the Mis- 
sippi; he would have all these points well fortified 
to protect and sustain an efficient system of naval 
defences suited to your extensive sea-coast and 
commerce. As to the interior points of fortifica- 
tion, and those of smaller grades, he would discard 
them—he looked upon them as behind the age. 

But, said Mr. P. any other system of fortification 
confined exclusively to land, will prove a miserable 
failure. 

In answer to another interrogatory, Mr. P. ob 
served that it would be folly to think that England 
would ever think of invading us again from the 
Canadas. England could have no object in at“ 
tempting a permanent invasion on that frontier. 
The case now and at the last war in 1812, was 
widely different. In 1812 that portion of the coun- 
try on the lake frontier was thinly populated, and 


Take central and leading ` 


had but little connection with the Atlantic cilies. 
Owing lo its defenceless position, the consequence 
was that the British formed their plan of invasion 
of the lake coast, with a view to connect a military 
cordon through the interior to New Orleans, and 


lantic States. They had some prospects of succeed- 
ing at that period—hence the invasion was there. 
But now the case was widely different. That part 
of the country was now densely populated, and 
with a population, too, decidedly warlike and 
spirited to the highest degree, so that now 
it would be madness on the part of Great Bri- 
tain io attempt an invasion in that quarter. 
She could gain nothing by it; but the danger 
would be the reverse, and the invasion would be 
from this country upon Canada if a rupture should 
take place, which he trusted would not oceur; and 
he believed it would not. What I mean to say, 
continued Mr. P. is, let the next Administration, 
when it comes into power, propose a proper system 
of fortification—a system embracing the improve- 
ments of the age, and calculated to meet the wants 
of the country—and I will go with them to the 
utmost. I will not only go for a tax on 
wines and silks, but I will most cordially, when 
the proper time shall arrive, give them my support, 
if any serious difficulty should arise to call for it. 
I will, then, at a proper time, vote for all they may 
want. But I hold that this is not the proper time, 
and I protest against this system, of legislating by 
piecemeal, and without proper information, and 
unconnected with a system as a whole, suited to 
the wants of the country. If any serious difficulty 
should arise between us and a foreign power, (which 
he hoped would not be the case,) let the Adminis- 
tration call Congress together, and we will meet 
the issues as a free people ought. Let those who 
are to execute laws, and conduct negotiations in 
the future, take that course that patriotism may 
dictate, and there can be no difficulty. 

After some remarks from Messrs. TILLING- 
HAST and CUSHING, 

Mr. ANDERSON said he proposed to offer an 
amendment to the amendment of his colleague in 
the following words: For the repair of forts at 
Wiscasset, Damariscolti, Castine, and Eastport, 
the sum of three thousand dollars each, unless his 
colleague would accept this amendment as a modi- 
fication of his own, providing an appropriation for 
the repair of Forts Preble and Scammel. 


as to include the first named works, 

Mr. ANDERSON remarked that he went with 
pleasure for the amendment as it now stood, and only 
regretted that he was prevented by the rules of the 
House from including in his amendment an appro- 
priation for the commencement of a fortification 
greatly more important than any he had named, 
and one which had received the most favorable re- 
commendation from the Corps of Engineers and 
the Department of War; he alluded to a fortifica- 
tion at the mouth of Penobscot river, opposite 
Bucksport. Mr. A said he had now in his drawer 
an amendment appropriating fifty thousand dol- 
lars for the commencement of this important work, 
which he intended to offer should the motion 
of the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 


reported by him, prevaii; and in reference to that 
bill, Mr. A. could not refrain from expressing his 
surprise, that this necessary work should have 
been omitted. Mr. A. read from the report of the 
War Department, upon the national defences, com- 


tance of this work, and an estimate of ils cost from 
the corps of engineers; and in the table appended 
to that report, Mr. A. showed that it was not only 
in the table of works to be first commenced, but the 
very first in that class, and he was astonished that 
the committee, who professed to be governed by the 


should have wholly omitted this work. Mr, A. 
went into some particulars, showing the great im- 
portance of this fortification, as affording a refuge 
in time of war for the extension and growing com- 
merce of Penobscot Bay and River, a commerce 
increasing with rapid strides,and which promises 
to surpass that of any other section of the State. 


cut off the Valley of the Mississippi from the At- | 


fairs, to lay aside the present bili and takeup that | 


municaied at the last session, showing the impor- | 


Mr. SMITH having so modified his proposition | 


recommendation and estimates of the Department, | 


The bill reported by the Military Committee is 
singular in other respects, and anxious as he was 
to provice for the national defences, he should feel 
compelled, by a sense of daty to the State he 
had the konor in part to prepresent, to vote against 
it, unless considerably amended. Nearly ‘three . 
hundred thousand dollars are appropriated in ‘that 
bill for the harbor of Boston, and the pitiful sum of ` 
twenty-five thousand dollars for the whole State‘of 
Maine—a State having three hundred miles of sea 
coast, and which is now utterly defenceless.: His 
colleague had well and truly described the defence- 
less condition of our maritime and interior frontier, 
and he hoped that when the fortification bill, re- 
ported by the Military Committee, should come up, 
the amendment he should offer would receive the 
favorable consideration of the House. Mr. A. said 
he went in opposition to many of his friends, for 
the proposed increase to the naval appropriation, 
and he did so the more willingly, as it contained a 
provision for the building of steam vessels of a me- i 
dium size, which, in case of war, may, in some 
small degree, supply the want of iand fortifications, 
of which his own State was so totally destitute, 
and he was desirous to suppert any reasonable and 
equal proposition for a general system of frontier 
and maritime defences. 

Mr. A. desired to say more in relation to this 
subject—a subject in which his own constituents, 
and the whole State, were deeply interested, but 
would not at this la'e period of the session further 
detain the committee. = ee 

Mr. VANDERPOEL opposed the idea of laying 
aside the regular bill from the committee, under the 
sanction of the Departments, and taking up ano- 
ther from a different committee, proposing larger, 
much larger, appropriations for a magnificent sys- 
tem of fortification. He was as much awake to 
the necessity for defence as any man: but other 
considerations were to be looked at. Here doctors 
disagreed: some held that the immense sums we 
had spent on these forts were thrown away: that, 
n spite of all the millions appropriated, the coun- 
try was defenceless, and a single frigate might cap- 
ture the city of New York! Instead of a new 
system for forts, his plan was entirely different. 
Every few days we had a war humbug to authorize 
the picking of the people’s pockets. This. very 
morning he had heard about a most angry. corre- 
spondence between Mr. Fox and Mr, Forsyth. 

His plan was to appropriate only for forts alrea- 
dy begun, and then to appoint a commission tore- 
port on the point whether these forts were or were 
not worthy of being relied on. 

Mr. THOMPSON replied that this very thing 
had been done. In May, 1840, a most luminous 
report had beep rendered by some of the. ablest 
military men in this country or in any other, going 
to show that the new inventions in gunaery and 
steam navigation rendered works like those now 
proposed by the Military Cemmittee more needed 
than ever. He trusted ke should hear no more cf 
these wild and unfounded assertions by men unat 
quainted with military science. : 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he was a man of 
peace, and professed not to “speak of war in the 
presence of Hannibal.” But he must object to a 
magnificent bill at a time when gentlemen were 
proclaiming that the country was exhausted, and on 
the brink of ruin. Mr. V. here went back to the 
history of the distribution bill, when gentlemen, in- 
stead of applying our surplus to the defence of the 
country, divided it among the States. But: now, 
when they saw the country was fainting, and al- 
most dying, gentlemen’s patriotism was vivid ‘as the 
lightning. He was glad, however, to find that the 
fears of war were disclaimed on every side.: Why, 
then, tax a people ground down by the mal-admi- 
nistration of these dreadful Locos? | He. protested 
against it, and washed his hands of it, 

Mr. FILLMORE, in the course of his remarks, 
asked the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, [Mr. Prcxens] whether his declaration this 
morning, that there was no foundation for the ru- 
mor about an angry correspondence on the subject 
of McLeod, was nol inconsistent with what the 
gentleman had told him a few minutes previous. 

Mr. PICKENS explained that what he had first 


said in private conversation to the gentleman, was 
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owing to the rumor prevailing when he (Mr. P.) 
‘came into the hall. But subsequently he despatch- 
ed a messenger for information, and it was on that 
subsequent information that he had made the pub- 
lic statement to the House. : 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
FILLMORE, MONROE, and POPE, until half 
past two o’clock, when the House took its usual re- 
cess. 


[EVENING sEssion.] 

After the recess, 

Mr. POPE resumed and concluded his remarks. 

Mr. HAND followed, and at some length spoke 
in, favor of substituting the bill from the Military 
Committee for that from the Committee of Ways 
and Means. A full report of his remarks will be 
given hereafter. 

After some remarks from Mr. JAMESON, 

Mr. STARK WEATHER took the floor, and in 
some sarcastic remarks, which convulsed the hall 
with laughter, denounced the idea of any fear of a 
war, now that an ‘eternai hero” was coming into 
power. The Reporter icok fuil notes, which will 
be written out as early as practicable. 

After inserting additional items of appropriation, 
the committee rose and reported it to the House, 
with three small amendments, which were agreed 
to, and the bill was forthwith passed under the 
operation of the previous question. 

An effort was then made to take up the bill from 
the Senate to continue the corporate existence of 
the banks of the District of Columbia; pending 
which 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, March 2, 1841. 
> Mr. WALL presented the credentials of the 
Hon. JACOB W. MILLER, elected by the Legis- 
lature of New Jersey a Senator from that State for 
six years from the 4th of March next; which were 
read, and ordered on file. 

On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the farther 
consideration of all subjects heretofore referred to 
them and unacted on. 

Similar motions were made by Mr. WALKER, 
of the Committee on Public Lands; by Mr, 
WRIGHT, of the Commities on Finance; by Mr. 
YOUNG, of the Committee on Roads and Caua’s; 
and by Mr. LUMPKIN, of the Committee on Ma- 
nufactures; which were agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON submitted a communication from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting a report from 
the Board of Ordnance Officers who have recently 
visited Europe for objects connected with their pro- 
fession; which was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on Contin- 
gent Expenses, to which the subject had been re- 
ferred, reported the resolution allowing additional 
compensation to the assistant doorkeeper, and to the 
messengers, pages, and Jaborers of the Senate, and 
of the office of the Secretary of the Senate, which he 
asked the unanimous consent of the Senate to con- 
sider at the present time. 

Objection being made, the resolution lays over 
one day. 

Mr. YOUNG moved that a document in relation 
to certain citizens of Ilinois of the sect called Mor- 
mons, be printed, and made some remarks in ex- 
planation of his motion, and, after some remarks 
in reply by Mr. LINN, who denied the jurisdiction 
of Congress in this matter, and by Messrs. KING 
and WALKER on the impropriety of discussing 
this matter atall, on motion by the latter, the mo- 
tion to print was laid on the table—ayes 22, nces 
12. 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved that the Senate go 
into the consideration of the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill, and urged the necessity, from 
the little time left, to act upon it at once. The mo- 
tion was withdrawn at the request of 

Mr. BENTON, for the purpose of making a re- 
port from the Committee on Military Affairs, which 
he said would take but a few minutes. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorials on the 


subject of a fortification at Sollers Point Flats, 
made a report, which he asked might be printed. 

In reply toa question of Mr. Preston, Mr. B. 
said the report concluded with a resolution request- 
ing the views of the Administration about coming 
Into power on the subject of a general plan of de- 
fence of the country. The resolution was pre- 
cisely similar in its terms io those which had been 
formerly passed on the subject. 

Mr. PRESTON wished to offer an amendment 
to the resolution, but was informed by the Cuairn 
that it was not in order, the report not now being 
before the Senate. 

Mr. P. then said, that on the question of printing, 
he would take occasion to express some opinions 
on this subject, aud then proceeded at considera- 
ble length, in the course of bis remarks, alluding 
to the defenceless condition of the country, and 
charging the present and preceding Administra- 
tions with culpable neglect on this subject. 

Mr. HUBBARD and Mr. BENTON rose simul- 
taneously, but the Paxsipent gave the floor to the 
Senator from New Hampshire, who moved to lay 
the moticn on the table. 

Mr. BENTON assured honorable gentlemen he 
was not going lo lay the foundation for an extra 
session by talking ont this day, and defeating the 
appropriation bills—by making speeches to the gal- 
leries, or to any body else—but as fo the statements 
of the Senator on the other side [Mr. Preston] he 
gave them as peremptory a contradiction as the 
rules of parliamentary order would allow; and 
when the proper time came, he would furnish bis 
proofs. 

Mc. PRESTON, much exeited, rese while Mr. 
Benton was speaking, and called for ihe proofs of 
the Senator from Misseuri; and said speeches ad- 
dressed to the galleries came not exclusively from 
his side of the Senate Chamber. 

Mr. BENTON reiterated his intention not to 
consume the day by addresses to the galleries, but 
he assured the Senator from South Carolina the 
proofs should be forthcoming at the proper time. 

The Senator from South Carolina and the Sena- 
ter from Missouri, continued ihe reiteration of 
similar observations, and much excitement exis‘ed 
in the Senate Chamber, from every part of which 
were heard cries of “order, order.” Ultimately 
the Sevators resumed their seats, and the motion 
was laid on the table, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER said he had nothing more to sa 
on the subject just disposed of, than to inform the 
Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Presron,] that 
when the army bill came before the Senate, he 
would give him an opportuniiy of acting out his 
opinions. ffe would not ask him for a speech on 
that occasion, but would be satisfied with his vote. 
Mr. S. said his object now was to report back, 
without amendment, the following bills from the 
House, which had been referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, viz: 
< An act making an appropriation to defray the 
expenses of a delegate of the Seminoie Indians 
west of the Mississippi river to Florida, and for 
other purposes. 

An act making an appropriation for the tempo- 
rary support of certain destitute Kickapoo Indians, 
and to defray the expense of subsisting and re- 
moving the Swan ercek and Black river Indians 
of Michigan. 

Mr. WRIGHT then inquired if it was in order 
to move to take up the bill making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Go- 
vernment for the year 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT answered in the affir- 
mative. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Then I make that motion, and 
I give notice that I will not withdraw it. 

The bill above named was then taken up, and 
the question being on the amendments proposed by 


the Commuitice on Finance, they were concurred in | 


without opposition. é 
Mr. HENDERSON then propssed an ameng- 
ment relative to the compensation of%oflicers indhe 
federal courts, which was opposed by /Mr. 
WRIGHT, and disagreed to—Ayes 5 oes #4. 
The amendments next in order were thase/offered 
by Mr. Anpesson, the first of which profosed to 


È 


make it obligatory on every collector of customs; 
naval officer, and surveyor, to render a quarterly 
account of all sums of money received or collected 
for fines, penalfies, forfeitures, or seizures of goods, 
or on account of suils instituted for frauds against 
the revenue laws, &c. &c. and to limit the remu- 
neration of the collector to $6,000, the naval of- 
ficer to $5,060, and the surveyor to $4,500. : 

Mr. PRENTISS spoke in favor of the amend- 
ment. i f 

Mr. CALHOUN said he always heard the Se- 
nator from Vermont with the greatest attention, 
and he responded to every word that Senator had 
now uttered. He (Mr. Carwoun) should be glad 
to see this Government brought back to its original 
simplicity; and he trusted the time had now come 
to bring these officers down. If they wished to al- 
lay the excitement of their Presidential contests, 
this was the time, and this the way to do il; for so 
long as these tempting prizes were put in the wheel,. 
the excitement would continue. Gentlemen oppo- 
site had intimated a disposition to put the country 
iu a postare of defence, in which he concurred, and 
he should be glad to see it done systematically; and 
he begged to call the attention of honorable gentle- 
men to the fact, that every collar they saved from 
these officers would be so much added to their 
means to put the country ina state of defence. 
But, at ihe same time, he tock occasion to say, he 
should not enter into any scheme of defence, nn- 
less some general principles were settled by emi- 
nent military and naval officers: when this was 
done, he was prepared, and should be on all occa- 
sions, to advance. in a course of systematic policy, 
and to place this country where it ought to stand 
among the nations of the earth. 


Mr. ANDERSON said, that he should. be grati- 
ned, under proper cirenmstances, to enter into 
the discussion of the whole subject, but the time 
of the Senate was precious, and be would confine 
himself strictly to a very brief statement of the ob- 
jects of the amendment. He had conferred with 
several of his friends im relation to that part of it 
which comprehended fines, penalties, and forfeit- 
ures, and, with a view to obviate any reasonable 
objection, he had struck it out altogether, although 
he believed that it would be proper to modify the 
existing laws even in that respect. The main ob- 
ject of the amendment was, to curtail the vast sa- 
laries now received by the collectors, naval officers, 
and surveyors, and to put into practical operation 
the law of 1822. This, he said, was bul carrying 
out the purpose contemplated by that; and had 
beea suggested by the recent developments in New 
York, in regard to the late collector of that port. 
There was but a single item in this which 
was not to be found, in truth, within the 
intention of the act of 1822. The terms of limi- 
tation used in that were designe] to cover the 
whole salary of those officers, as then fixed; but it 
seems that there has been a material departure from 
the objecis expressed in the law, and in conformity 
with the principle laid down in a recent decision of 
one of the circuit courts of the United States, the 
collector of New York claims a large sum of pub- 
lic money. This amendment, he said, gave the 
mostampl3 salaries to the officers referred to, and 
provides against impositions, such as have been 
practised upon the Government heretofore. There 
was but a single item, as he had stated, that of 
storage, which was not comprehended by the act of 
1822. The manner in which that bad. been’ made 
a source of large income, particularly in the city of 
New York, was highly reprehensible, and this 
amendment in that regard, is intended to remedy 
the evil by subjecting it to legal regulation. He 
said, ¿Ñe trusted that the amendments would meet 
with’the general support of Senators as the means 
ofteform. SS 
“In conclusion, he would ask for the ayes and 


noes on his amendment. 


Tae amendment was then adopted—ayes 40, 
noes 0, as follows: : 

YEAS—Meirsrs, Allen, Anderson,: Bates, Bay- 
ard, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Choate, Clay. of 
Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, .Cuthbert, 
Dixon, Fulton, Graham, Hubbard, King, Knight, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Mangum, Merrick, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
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ton, Roane, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of India- 
na, Southard, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—40. 

Three other amendments, proposed by Mr. AN- 
DERSON, were also adopted; the first providing 
that all stores hereafter rented by the coilector, na- 
val officer, or surveyor, shall be on public ac- 
coun}; the second, that false swearing by either of 
the above mentioned officers, on taking the oath at 
the rendition of his accounts, shall be deemed per- 
jury, and be prosecuted as such; and the last, that 
all laws inconsistent with the fifth, sixth, and 
seventh sections of this act, should be thereby re- 
pealed. 

Mr. TAPPAN next submitted his amendment, 
providing that the Librarian of Congress should be 
authorized to employ aa additional assistant at a 
yearly compensation of $1,150, commencing De- 
cember 1, 1841, which was agreed to, and the 
amount here granted was deducted from the sum 
of $4,085, appropriated as contingent and other ex- 
penses of the library. 

Mr. KNIGHT withdrew an amendment which 
he had offered; his object, he said, having been ac- 
complished in an amendment of the Committee on 
Finance, which had been adopted. 

The bill was then reporied to the Senate, and the 
amendments were concurred in, and the bill as 
amended was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported the bill making appropriations for 
the improvement of the harbors on the Northern 
and Northwestern lakes, with various amendments: 
the report accompanying the bill was ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the Senate 
then proceeded to the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year 1841. ` 

The amendments of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, which augmented the appropriations for 
the several navy yards to the estimates of the Navy 
Department; which were agreed to. 

Mr. WALL proposed as an amendment an ap- 
propriation of $10,000 to maintain, under the con- 
trol of the Secretary of the Navy, two of Francis’s 
lifeboats, to be stationed at Rockaway, N. Y. and 
Long Branch, N. J. which was agreed to—ayes 18, 
noes 17, 

Mr. TALLMADGE proposed an amendment 
appropriating $3,000 for house-rent for the com- 
mandants of the navy yards at Philadelphia and 
Brooklyn; which was disagreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON proposed an amendment appro- 
priating a sum of money for defraying the expenses 
of transporting to Washington the objects of natu- 
ralhistory collected by the Exploring Expedition. 

After some remarks from Mr. SEVIER in op- 
position, and Messrs. WALKER and TAPPAN 
in favor of the amendment— 


Mr. KING would go so far as to vote an ap- 
propriation to transmit these articles to this city 
if they were to be placed in the Patent Office, but 
he would go no further, if it were intended after- 
wards to appoint acommittee to attend to them, or 
to erect a place in which they should be kept. 

Mr. PRESTON said there wasa large room in 
the Patent Office which that Department would 
not require for some years, and he therefore thought 
that would be the proper plan in which these things 
should be preserved until some arrangement could 
be made by which they could be made beneficial to 
the country. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, in matters of this descrip- 
tion, which were likely to mvolve other expendi- 
tures, great caution was necessary, and he should 
vote against the amendment. 

Mr. LINN thought it was possible to exercise 
too much caution; he should desire to see an ana- 
tomy, as it were, of this great country, thus collect- 
ed, and he believed the Patent Office was the pro- 
per place, which had been contemplated when that 
puilding was erected. 


The amendment was then adopted—ayes 23, 


noes 16. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and the 
amendments made as in committee of the whole 
were concurred in, except one offered by Mr. Wat 
making an appropriation of $10,000 for the esta- 


blishment of life boats atf{Rockaway, in the State 
of New York, and at Long Branch, in the State of 
New Jersey. f 

Mr. HENDERSON then moved an amendment 
to the amendment of the Senator from New Jersey, 
for the purpose of increasing the number of sta- 
tions from 2 to 9, at various points of the exten- 
sive seaboard of this country, and the appropria- 
tion from $10,000 to $50,000. 

Mr. NORVELL offered an additional amend- 
ment for the establishment of various similar esta- 
blishments on the lakes. 

Mr. SEVIER likewise submitted an amendment 
for the establishment of life-boat stations on nu- 
merous points of the Ohio river. 

Mr. WALL said it was obvious these amend- 
ments were offered for the purpose of destroying 
the bill; and if the honorable Senator thought the 
lives of our sailors were worthy of the proposed 
appropriations for the trial of such an experiment, 
they wonld vote for the reconsideration of the 
amendment. He had offered the amendment in 
good faith; for he deemed the safety of the lives of 
our seamen required it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN reminded the Senate that 
their sand was almost run, and that to-morrow, 
without a suspension of the rules, no appropriation 
bili couid be sent to the President. They could 
not, by any possibility, do much more busine:s; but 
if they passed much time in debate, they could not 
do that. When he was in Congress some years 
ago, it was understood that nothing should be in- 
troduced into an appropriation bill beyond that 
which was necessary to carry into effect existing 
systems, and that nothing new should be intro- 
duced. He hoped nothing would would be added 
to this bill beyond that principle, and that the Se- 
nator from New Jersey would withdraw his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WALL defended his amendment, and said 
he was influenced by no local feeling in offering it. 

Mr. KING hoped the Senator from New Jersey 
would withdraw his amendment, that the Senate 
might proceed with its business. 

Mr. HENDERSON consented to withdraw his 
amendment, but 

Mr. WALL refused to withdraw the amend ment 
which he had proposed; and he asked for the ayes 
and noes thereon. 

The amendment was negatived—ayes 12, noe: 


The bill was then ordered to be engressed, and 
read a third time. 

Qn the motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill 
making appropriations for civil and diplomatic 
services of the year, was read a third time and 

assed. : 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of certain Indians, after being considered as in 
committee of the whole, was ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read a third time, as was also the bill 
making appropriations to defray the expenses of a 
delegation of Seminole Indians from Arkansas to 
Florida-in attempting to effect a pacification of the 
of the Florida Indians; and the bills were passed. 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the army for the year 1841, was taken up as in 
committee of the whole, and several amendments 
were made thereto,on the motion of Mr. BEN- 


-TON—one for an additional appropriation of 


$25,000 for the purchase of a site, and the build- 
irg of an arsenal at Charleston, S. C. and ano- 
ther adding $60,000 to the sum of $300,000 men- 
tioned in the bill as the appropriation for armories, 
He said $360,000 was the usual appropriation, and 
$300,000 only had been inserted in the bill, on the 
mistaken supposition that there was a surplus of 
$60,000 in the Tieasury. 

Mr. SEVIER moved an appropriation to com- 
plete certain military roads, and he hoped he should 
have the support of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Presron,] who had manifested such a 
desire to put the country ina proper state of de- 
fence. 

The amendment was debated by Messrs. SE- 
VIER, CALHOUN, LINN, ANDERSON, FUL- 
TON, WRIGHT, LUMPKIN, and WALKER, 
and was then negatived—ayes 18, noes 22. 

Another amendment, offered by Mr. SEVIER, 


making an appropriation of $25,000 for the. re- ` 
moval of the raft on Red river, was adopted. 

Mr. KING proposed an appropriation of $20,000 
for a marine hospital at Mobile; which. was 
not adopted. 23 7 

Mr. PORTER proposed an. appropriation’ of 
$6,000 10 defray the expense of surveying and de+ 
signating the boundary line between Michigan and 
Wiskonsan; which was debated by Messrs, 
WRIGHT, LINN, KING, CLAY of Alabama, 
and PORTER, and was opposed on the ground cn 
which some previous amendments had been reject- 
edit it was not a proper appendage to the army 

ill. 

The bills considered in committee of the whole, 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. WRIGHT reported from the Committee on 
Finance, without amendment, an act making ap. 
propriations for certain fortifications, which was 
considered as in committee of the whole, read.a 
third time, and passed; and l 

The Senate then took a recess until 5 o’clock, 


IN SENATE, 
Torspay, March 2, 1844. 
[Evening Sxssion.] 

On motion by Mr. ROBINSON, the Committee 
en the Post Office and Post Reads, was discharged 
from the consideration of all subjects heretofore re- 
ferred to them, and unacted on. aaa 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the army for the year 1841, was then taken up, 
the question being on agreeing to an appropriation 
for running the boundary line between Michigan 
and Wiskonsan; which was agreed to, and the bill 
ordered to be engressed for a third reading. 

The motion of Mr. WALKER to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill making appropriations for 
the current and contingent expenses of the Indian 
Department for the year 1841 was ordered to be 
engrossed, was then taken up. 

This proposition gave rise toan animated debate; 
the contested point being the provision to set apart 
the country west of the 19th degree of longitude’in 
perpetuity for Indian settlement, Mr. SEVIER, . 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama, and Mr. KING; in the 
affirmative, on the ground of the impropriety cf 
confining the location of these Indians to the fron- 
tier of Arkansas and Missouri, and Mr. WALK- 
ER, Mr. TAPPAN, Mr. WHITE, Mr. ALLEN, 
Mr. BENTON, Mr. YOUNG,and Mr. WRIGHT, 
in the negative. The reconsideration was carried 
—ayes 31, noes 12, and the provision was stricken 
out. 

Mr. SEVIER then moved to reconsider the ap- 
propriations for Indian treaties. In his opinión, 
there was no propriety of making treaties forthe 
removal of the Indians, when you had not a foot 
of soil to put them on when you had removed 
them, l 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. WHITE moved to amend by adding $5,000 
for the expenses of the Miami treaty in November 
last, which was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a ‘letter 
from the Secrelary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
communication from the Register of the Treasury, 
in relation to the annual statement of commerce 
and navigation; which was laid on the table, and 
two thousand extra copies of the annual statement 
ordered to be printed. abi 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: a s 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate, 
at the commencement of the next session of Con- 
gress, a comparative statement of ‘the condition of 
the public defences by land and water, and of all 
the preparations and means of defence, on the first 
day of January, 1829, and’on the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1841; together with a comparative statement 
of the actual and anthorized strength of the army 
of the United States’on the same days. 

Mr. PRESTON objected to its consideration, and 
it lies over. 

The bill making appropriation for the ‘current 
and ecntingent expenses of the Indian Department, 
and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Indian 
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tribes, tor the year 1841, was read a third time, and |] Senate are due and are hereby tendered to RicHaRD On the question beieg taken, there were—ayes 
passed. M. Jounson, the President of the Senate, for the || 47, noes 20. 


The VICE PRESIDENT then rose, and ad- 
dressed the Senate as follows: 

Yesterday I intimated to the Senate that J should, 
some time during the session of this day, feel it my 
duty to retire from my seat, for the purpose of giv- 
ing the Senate an opportunity of selecting a pre- 
siding officer, for the convenience of organization 
on the 4th of March; and I have selected this mc- 
ment for that purpose, and to separate the official 
ties which have existed between myself and the 
members of this body for the last four years. 1 
have much doubted the propriety of making any 
remarks on this occasion. What I say, therefore, 
shall be very brief, because the time would not per- 
mit, nor would it be proper for me to give utter- 
ance to all that my feelings suggest. 

In taking my leave of the members of this body, 
language is inadequate to express the feelings which 
agitate my bosom. I have been associated with a 
very great majority of the members of the Senate, 
not only here during the last four years, but for 
many years, in the councils. of our common coun- 
try; and it has been my great happiness, during that 
period, whatever diversity of opinion or sentiment 
has existed between me and my political friends 
on minor points, or between me and those from 
whom I differ on points of greater magnitude, to 
know that my personal relations with them have 
ever been kind and tender. I was elected to the 
place I occupy by an equal vote of the Electoral 
College, and by a majority of the votes of the Se- 
nate, after having served my country for the term 
of thirty-two years—two years iu my native State 
as a member of its Legislature, and thirty years in 
the Congress of the United States, esther as a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives or as a mem- 
ber of the Senate; and in the discharge of the la- 
bors and toils which devolved upon me in this chair 
—humble as was the atlerpt.to discharge them 
faithfully—my station has been rendered pleasant 
and agreeable: and I must not omit to say that 
whatever momentary aritation or excitement in de- 
bate may have interrupted the harmony and quiet 
and order of the body, | can declare, with truth 
‘and with candor, that such has been the generous, 
the magnanimous course of the individual mem- 
bers of the body, and particularly such has been 
their indulgence towards me, who never studied 
the rules of order technically, that my sta- 
tion here has been rendered pleasant and 
agreeable. And if, in the discharge of my 
official duties, I have ever failed to gain your 
approbation or to meet your acquiescence in the 
course I have pursued, it has always arisen, not 
from any want of inclination, but from a want of 
ability on my part to have formed them better. It 
has been my constant endeavor to act wih perfect 
impartiality towards the members of this body. I 
viewed each Senator as the representative of a 
sovereign and independent State, and as entitled to 
equal consideration from me. The place from 
whieh I am about to retire, will be occupied by a 
distinguished; citizen of Virginia, who has been 
called by the voice of the people to this station; 
and I should not do justice to myself if 1 did not 
say that I retire from it w.thout the least dissatis- 
faction; for, humble as have been my services to 
my country, | have deen devoted to the great radi- 
cal and fundamental principle of submission to 
the voice of the people when constitutionally ex- 
pressed. 

I now return to you, one and all, my grateful 
acknowledgments for the kindness and friendship 
which have always been extended towards me, and 
wish you ali well, whatever destiny may attend 
you. And when I am far distant from you—as 
time must separate us ali evcn here, not to speak 
of hereafter—as long as Í shail have my recollec- 
tion to. remember the associations which I have bad 
with this body, I shall always be animated by the 
sentiment of Kindness and friendship with which I 
take my final leave of the Senate. 

The Vice Presipenr having retired, and the 
chair being occupied by Mr. HUBBARD, 

Mr. MANGUM submited the following resolu- 
tion for the consideration of the Senate: 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of the 


dignity. and impartiality with which he has presided 
over its deliberations. be 

The resolution having been read by the Secre- 
tary, . 

Mr. MANGUM said: T do not know, sir, that it 
will be out of place in me to rize in this Senate, on 
this occasion, to notice the conduct of our presiding 
officer, for I have had the honor of a personal ac- 
quaintance with that gentleman for many years 
past; and though it has been my misfortune, during 
a great portion of that time, to take different views 
on great political questions, I apprehend that I, in 
common with the great portion of the body of the 
people of the United States, can entertain but one 
sentiment respecting the kindness and excellence of 
his personal character; for his kindness, his genero- 
sity, his magnanimity, have placed him high in the 
estimation of every good man, without respect to 
political distinctions. JI but give vent to my unaf- 
fected feelings of respect on this occasion, yet I 
shouid not have arisen and obtruded myself in ad- 
vance of others, but for the consideration that it 
would proceed witha better grace from one who 
has taken different views, but whose private opi- 
nion of that distinguished man has never been im- 
paired. 1 therefore move the unanimous adeption 
of the resolution. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said: I rise, sir, with 
peculiar satisfaction to second the motion of my 
friend near me. Perhaps that motion should have 
proceeded from myself, as one of the represenia- 
tives of the State from which that gentleman comes. 
I should most undoubtedly have made such a mo- 
tion, if it had not been made by the Senator from 
North Carolina; but I am happy that my friend 
has thought proper to offer this resolution. Sir, 
without meaning to refer at all to those great ques- 
tions of national policy on which it is my mi-for- 
tune to differ from the Vice Presipent, who has 
just retired from the chair, I bear a willing testi- 
mony to his worth. He possesses that which I 
consider as one of the best qualities of our nature— 
an excellence of heart, and a kindness of disposi- 
tion and of feeling towards all our common race. 
And in relation to the station he has filled, I can 
bear, as I do, with equal pleasure, this further tes- 
timony, that, on all occasions, he has evinced a per- 
fect impartiality; and I have been able to judge, in 
the discharge of his duties, a quality amongst the 
first, if mot the very first, to be possessed 
by the presiding officer of any deliberative body. 
Sir, he has been distinguished, both in the field and 
the cabmet of his country; and wherever he has 
been known, he has been esteemed and beloved for 
his patriotism, for his worth, and for his kindness 
of heart; and I hope, in the retirement which he is 
about to enter, he may continue to enjoy that fe- 
licity which should be ever felt and experienced by 
those who, whatever may have been their errors of 
judgment—and errors of jadgment ail must have 
made more or less—have the consciousness of hav- 
ing discharged, according to their best judgment, 
their duty to their country. i 

The resolution was then unanimously agreed to. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business, 

And, at aboat 12 o’clock, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Toxspay, March 2, 1841. 

Mr. DOTY of Wiskonsan asked leave to intro- 
duce the following resolution; which was objected 
to: 

Resolved, That the hours frora twelve to half 
past two o'clock be set apart for the consideration 
of Territorial business. 

Mi, TILLINGHAST, on leave, presented reso- 
lations of the State of Rhode Island, on tbe subject 
of the public lands; which were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRAVES, also ou leave, presented certain 
papers, (the nature of which could not be ascer- 
tained by the Reporter,) which were referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER stated that there was a motion 
pending for a a call of the House. 


So a cald of the House was ordered. 

The Cierx then called the roll, and one hundred 
and forty members having answered to their 
names, and a quorum being present, i 

All further proceedings in the call were dis- 


` pensed with. 


The question now recurred on the motion made 
yesterday by Mr. W. C. Jonson, that the rules pre- 
scribing the order of business be suspended, to enable 
him tosubmit a motion that the House proceed to the. 
consideration of the bili from the Senate, entitled 
“An act to revive and continue the corporate ex- 
istence of the banks in the District of Columbia.” 

On that motion the yeas and nays were’ ordered, 
and resulted—yeas 74, nays 71. 

There not being two-thirds, the rules were not 
suspended. 

‘Lhe House then, in pursuance of the resolution 
adopted yesterday, resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. Bricas in the chair,) and took 
up the following 

SENATE BILLS: 

An act granting a pension to Lemuel White; 

An act for the relief of William P. Rathbone; 

An act granting a pension to Hannah Leighton; 

An act for the relief of Jacob Seeley; 

An oct for the relief of William Jones; 

An act for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
Henry Stone; : 

An act fer the relief of Lieutenant John E, Bis- 

ham; 
F An act for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh, and 
Co.; 

An act for the relief of John Carter; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

An act for the relief of J2an Baptiste Comeau; 

An act for the relief of Francis H. Harrison; 
and 
An act for the relief of the heirs of Miguel Es- 
lava. ‘ 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
enacting clause of the last named bill.. 

After some remarks by Messrs. C. JOHNSON, 
MOORE, RARIDEN, BRECKENRIDGE,LEAD- | 
BETTER, DILLET, SMITH of Maine, POPE, 
WISE, DOWNING, and CRABB, the question 
was taken on striking out the enacting clause, and 
decided in the affirmative. 

The committe then rose and reported the bills, 
with various amendments, to the House. A 
The act for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava, and the act for the relief of Francis A. 
Harrison, were laid aside till to-morrow, and the 
others were severally read a third time and passed. 
After the bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh 

and Co. had passed, 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the vote on its 
passage be reconsidered. 

No action was taken on the motion. 
come up to-morrow, . 7 

On motion of Mr. VANDERPOEL, the House 
then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wiss in the thair,) 
and took up the bill providing for. the support of 
the Military Academy fer the year 1841. 

After the bill had been read through, 

Mr. ANDREWS moved to strike out the enact- 
ing clause; which motion was rejected. 

The bill was then read by clauses, and there 
being no ameadment offered, it was laid aside to be 
reported. 

Mr. EVANS moved that the committee take up 
the bill making appropriation for surveys, and other 
purposes; which motion was agreed to} 

The bill was then taken up, and numerous 
amendments offered; pending the consideration. of 
which, the hour having arrived, the House took 
its usual recess. 


Tt will 


{Evewine Sxssion.] 

After the recess— 

The House resumed its session in Committee of 
the Whole, and after some time spent. therein, the 
committee rose and reported D 

The bill making appropriation ‘for the support of 
the Military Academy at West Point for 1841, 
without amendment. : 
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“Also the bill making appropriation for surveys 
and other purposes, without coming to any resolu- 
tion thereon, 


The above bill making appropriation for the sup- ` 


port of the Military Academy at West. Point was 


then, after some debate, which will. be noticed - 


hereafter, read a third time, passed, and-sent to the 
Senate. : i : 
The House then went into Committee of the 
‘Whole, and considered the amendments of the Se- 
nate to the bill making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of Government for 1841. 


FEES OF NEW YORK COLLECTOR. 

The question being on agreejng to ag amend- 
ment of the Senate to the general approprjation bill, 
restricting the allowances of the} Collegior of the 
Customs at New York, ; f 

Mr. WISE said. that the InvestigafingCommit- 
tee appointed some years since, discovered that the 
Collector of.the port of New York received im- 
mense sums from storage, in aadijon to his regu- 
lar salary; and, in consequence ofa report made 
by that committee; the salary of the collector was 
restricted in 1839 to $4,000. That officer had then 
admitted that he made a profit of 7 per cent. on the 
protest money retained in his hands. He had been 
ordered by the Department to pay. over these mo- 


$ fd 


neys to the Government, but he had positively re- ` 


fused to do so, replying to the Secretary of the 
Treasury that “he intended, when he should go out 
of office, to have his accounts settled according to 
Shrewsbury clock.” This same collector had now 


resigned; but he was not a defaulter; oh no! there y 


was now a more refined phrase in use—he “re- 
tained the fees,” (which amounted to the moderate 
liule sum of $140,000.) Yet every other charge he 
had made in the settlement of his account, had 
been allowed by the Department. What should 
have been done with such a man, when he 
refused to pay ever moneys belonging either 
to the merchants of New York, or to the Govern- 
ment of the United States? He ought to have 
been “expunged.” The Government ought to have 
clipped his official head off his shoulders, and said, 
“so much for Hoyt.” Instead of this, the Govern- 
ment might cry, ‘so much for our $140,000.” 

Mr. VANDERPOEL observed, he was compel- 
led to say a few words in reply; and what he said, 
should be on his. responsibility as a member. 
A great many vague and erroneous rumors were in 
circulation about this affair of Mr. Hoyt, and he 
would now state it ashe bad understood it to be 
from the best authority. He would state, in the 
first place, that the balance retained in Mr. Hoyt’s 
hands was only $40,000, and the greater part of 
this was for official fees received by him. It had 


formerly been thought that the bill fixing the salary + 


of .the collector, cut off all fees for entries, per- 
mits, etc.; and under this impression, the predeces- 
sors of Mr, Hoyt had paid over these fees to the 
department. Bat Mr. Hoyt, on further examina- 
tion, had come to the conclusion that the law. did 
not forbid him to receive these fees; and, in this 
opinion, he claimed to be supported by a decision of 
Judge Story, establishing a legal distinction between 
“emoluments” and “fees:” and as the law cut off 
only “emoluments,” he msisted that “fees” did not 
come under its:provisions, The Treasury resisted 
this interpretation of the collector, and sued Mr. 
Hoyt for the amount of fees in his hands. The 
matter had been. submitted to the President, who, 
after a personal examination of the question, had 
decided against the collector, and ordered him to 
be sued; he and his. sureties had been prosecuted 
accordingly, and Mr.. Hoyt had been ordered to 
deposite the balance in. court, to abide the issue of 
the suit. On this the. collector, seeing what was 
coming, resigned, and had not paid over the money 
as ordered. Mr. V. said he-was personally ac- 
quainted with Mr. Hoyt’s. bail, and believe} them 
to be worth more than five times- as much as the 


-of his brother Senators. 


amount claimed by the Government to be due 
from him. He believed and hoped, too, that Mr. 


Hoyt ‘himself was able-to pay it. . 


Mr. Hoyt had offered. to discharge. the du- 
ties of the office till a successor should be 
appointed, but the President had refused the offer, 
and nominated a successor, and the Senate had 
confirmed the nomination. Mr. Hoyt was the po- 
litical and personal friend of the President; but the 
latter would not, it seems, treated him more leni- 
ently than he had,treated others who retained mo- 
ney under circumstances somewhat similar. 

He would add one word on the subject of fees. 
The collector had been in the habit of receiving, 
as was said by many, and believed, from $10,000 
to $15,000, in the shape of storage, and nearly 
$15,000 more in the form of fees.. The fees had 
been excluded by the amendment adopted in the 
Senate, but the storage had been always conceded, 
as a perquisite of the collector’s office at New 
York; but the Senate’s amendment proposed 
to cut that off also. There were no public stores 
in New York. The collector, therefore, hired 
buildings on his own account, and on all goods 
stored there he charged importers for storage. 
The section in the act of 1839, to which the genlè- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Wisk] referred, as cutting 
off storage,had no more to do with that subject than 
a text from the Heidelberg Catechism. But the 
effect of the Senaters. amendment, which. would 
soon:be read, was to cut off all fees, and leave the 
collector to his salary of $4,000, and his storage to 
the extent of $2,000 more, now put together in one 
sum of $6,000. In addition to this, the collector got 
one-sixth of all seizures, fines, and forfeitures; 
which seemed a necessary incentive to vigilance in 
preventing frauds and abuses. : 

Mr. MORGAN observed that his colleague had 
defended the New York collector. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he had not; he had 
merely stated the facts, and not by way of defence. 

Mr. MORGAN gave itas his opinion that, in- 
stad of being a defaulter only to. the amount of 
$40,000, it would turn out, when the facts were 
fully investigated, as they soon would be, that this 
man was a larger defaulter than Price. The 
claims of Mr. Hoyt were understood to be over 
$200,000, under the pretext of a guarantee for his 
responsibilities for seizures. Mr. M. suspected he 
would be found treading in the footsteps of his pre- 
decessor. 

The committee having concurred in the amend- 
-ments of the Senate, the bill, as amended, was re- 
ported to the House. 

The amendments were then concurred in by the 
House, and the Clerk directed to apprise the Se- 
nate of that fact. 

After the disposal of motions relative to private 
business, an account of which will be given here- 
after, 

At ten minutes before 10 o’clock, 

On motion of Mr. BEATTY, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
. Wepwzspary, March 3, 1841. 


The Senate was called to order by the Secretary, 
and proceeded -to ballot for a President pro tem- 
pore, and the: votes being counted, the following 
was declared to’ be the result: 

Whole number of votes . 30 
Mr. Kine received. 
Mr. Sournarp =. ï 9 
Scattering . : 4 5 

Mr. KING, having received a majority of the 
whole number of votes, was declared to be duly 
elected; and having been conducted to the chair by 


oo it 


me we 
. 


-Mr. Benron and Mr. Catuoux, in a`- short 


and pertinent address, expressed his grateful sense 
of the manifestation of the kindness and confidence 
It had been his fortune to 
preside over that body, as President pro tempore, for 


several years: how he had discharged't 
that station was known ‘to every Sena 


charge faithfully the duties of the station to which 


they had called him. : : 
He must be permitted to say that he had wit- 


- nessed on several occasions at the close of the seks 


sions of Congress, a degree of excitement. which 
did not, in his opinion, comport with the. grave 


‘duties of the Senate, and which was calculated to’ 


impair the weight of their deliberations, and was 
not calculated to facilitate the despatch of their busi- 
ness. He trusted that spirit would be banished 
for the residue of the session, and that they. should 
be actuated by that spirit of kindness and courtesy, 
and of self as well as personal respect, which ought 
to charactenz2 the deliberations of that body, con- 
sisting of the representatives of great, ‘of sove- 
reign, and.of independent States. But if, unfor- _ 
tunately, there should be any departure from strict 
order, he should teel it his duty to check it instantly; 
it was. an obligation which he felt rested upon ‘him 
to do so, but at thé same time, she should, do it 
in no spirit of unkindness. He trusted, however, he 
should have no occasion to exercise the power 
with which they had inves'ed him, and that they 
should part as they had met, with sentiments of 
good feeling and kind fellowship. Pee 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, the 
Committee! -on Revolutionary Claims was dis- 
charged from thefurther consideration of all the 
subjects heretofore referred to them, and unact- 
ed on, Sa 

Similar motions were made by Mr. PIERCE, | 
from the Committee on Military Affairs, and Mr. . 
NORVELL, fiom the Committee on Commerce: 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Milita- . 
ry Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of » 
Major General Jesup, reported that, in the opinion | 
of the committee, the prayer of the memorialist 
was reasonable, thatit ought to be granted, and it 
would be accomplished by the printing of the memo- 
rial, which he accordingly moved, and the motion 
was agreed to. : f 


Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Pa- 
tents, to which was referred the memorial of Ha- 
zard Knowles, asked to be discharged from its fur- 
ther consideration, and that the memorialist. have 
leave to withdraw his papers; which way agreed to, 

The following resolution submitted some days 
since by Mr. Henperson, was considered and 
agreed to. f 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to farnish the Senate, as soon as convenient, either 
at this or the next session of Congress, with the best 
information he may obtain of the practicability of 
establishing a foundry and manufactory of arms 
on the banks of the Mississippi river, between St. 
Louis, in Missouri, and Memphis, in ‘Tennessee, 
giving his opinion as, to the site most practicable, 
with his reason thefefor, predicated on: thead- 
vantage and stability of the river bank, its: con- 
venient supply of ore, fuel, healthfuiness:of: the . 
locality, and other considerations promotive of the 
objects of suck an establishment, + 

The following resolution submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Benton, was considered and agreed to: >. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 


| be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate, 


at the commencement of the next session of Con- 
gress, a comparative statement..of the condition of 
the public defences by land and water, and of all 
the preparations and means of defence, on the first 
day of January, 1829, and on the first day of 
January, 1841; together with a comparative state- 
ment of the actualand authorized strength of the 
army of the United States on the same days. 

The. resolution submitted by Mr. Kyiant, from 
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the Senate, ‘allowing ‘additional compensation to 


the assistant’ doorkeeper, and tothe messengers, - 
pages, and laborers of the Senate, and of the office 


of the Secretary of me Senate, was taken mp: for 
consideration, =: 

The resolation was opposed by Mr. HENDER- 
SON, and advocated by Messrs. FULTON, NOR- 


VELL, PORTER, and: CLAY of Alabama, and 


was agreed to—ayes 29; noes 6. 


The bill to' provide for the, support of the Military 


Academy for the year.1841, was taken up. 

Mr. WALKER. proposed an amendment appro- 
priating $20,000. for the continuation of the military 
and geographical surveys west of the Mississippi; 
which was agreed, to, and the bill was ordered to.a 
third reading. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from. the Committee cn Pa- 
tents, to which was referred the bill for promoting 
the progress of useful arts by securing the right of 
invention and copy-right to proprietors of new de- 


signs for manufactures for a limited time, reported’ 


the same without amendment, aud it was laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the House bill 
concerning navy pensions and half” pay was taken 
up, and the amendments of the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs having been concurred in, 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the bill so as 
. to provide for the widows of those who have died 

-or may die in the service; which was rejected, and 
the bill was ordered toa third reading. 

The bill to provide for the support of the Military 
Academy for the year 1841, was read a third time, 
and passed.. 

On: motion by Mr. PIERCE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded jto the consideration of the Howse bill to ex- 
tend, 1òr five years, the act approved July 7, 1838, 
granting half pay and pensions to certain widows. 

Mr. P. proposed an amendment to the bill, which 
would embrace within ‘its ' provisions those em- 
braced in the law of 1836; which Mr. P. advo- 


cated at some length. He was followed in the de- 


bate, in which the policy of the pension system was 
discussed, and in which Messrs, WALKER, 
HUNTINGTON, SMITH of Connecticut, BEN- 
TON, PRESTON, CALHOUN, BATES, MER- 
RICK, WRIGHT, and BUCHANAN, partici- 
pated, "and the bill was ordered to be laid on the 
table. 

‘The bill concerning navy pensions and half pay 
coming up on its passage, 

Mr. WALKER moved a reconsideration of the 
vote bo which it was ordered to a third reading, for 
the purpose of proposing an amendment in relation 
to the widows of: those” who. have died or may die 
in the service. 

The motion to reconsider was tost—ayes 17, noes 
23; and the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, stating several provisions, 
which, in their opinion, should be incorporated in 
any bankrupt bill that might pass the Senate: the 
memorial was then laid on the table. 

The Senate then took a recess until 5 o’clock. 

[Evenine Session. ] 

Ms. TALLMADGE presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of New York in relation to the disposi- 
tion of the public jands; which were laid en the ta- 
ble, and ordered to. be printed. 

` Mr. WRIGHT? said, as there was no business 
before the Senate, he would submit the. following 
resolution which was considered and agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House 
of Representatives that the Senate, having finished 
the-legislative business. before them, are ready to 
adjourn. 

Ona:motion by Mr. TAPPAN, 

Ordered, That a joint committee bë appointed to 
wainton. the President of the United States, and 
notify him that, unless he have other communica- 
tions to make to the two Houses of Congress, they 
are ready to adjourn. 


Mr TAPPAN and Mr. WRIGHT were ap- - 


pointed said committee on the part of the Senate. 
Fhe bill making. compensation to the State of 

Maine for the: services of her militia, came back 

irom the House with an amendment, appropriating 


‘the. Committee on. the Contingent Expenditures of . 
Sen 


LINN, 


$208,000 to the State. of Georgia;. for expenses | ie 


curred on account of militia called out to protect 
her inhabitants against Indian aggression. 
The bill was taken up, and the question being 
on concurring in the amendment of the House, 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to amend the 


amendment, authorizing the auditing and settle- | 
ment of the claim of. Alabama for-expenditures in- 
eatred in calling out her militia for Similar pur- 


poses. 


= Mr. C. urged with. much earnestness the justice 
of this claim, and the propriety of providing for its 


auditing and: settlement. . He was followed by 
Messrs. SOUTHAKD, MANGUM, PRESTON, 
BAYARD, | SEVIER, MERRICK, 
WRIGHT, and PIERCE, when 

i Mr. MANGUM moved io lay the whole subject 
on the table.” 


Mr. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and nays, í 


and the motion was withdrawn. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Cray of Alabama, and decided 
in the negative—ayes 14, noes 14; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. 

Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Sturgeon, Tall- 
madge, Walker—14. 
: NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Choate, Henderson, 
Huntington, Porter, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tappan, Wall, White, Wil- 
liams, Wright—14, 

Mr. PIERCE then proposed an amendment ap- 
propriating $6,000 in payment of the claim of New 
Hampshire for services of her militia; which was 
negatived—ayes 14, noes 16. 

The question then coming up on agreeing to the 
amendment of the House in relation to the claim 
of Georgia, Mr. CUTHBERT addressed the Se- 
nate in support of the motion, and submitted a let- 
ter from the Secretary of War in favor of the 
claim, and the amendment was concurred in—yeas 
27, noes 3. The bill was then. passed. 

Mr. TAPPAN having obtained the floor, said 
that the joint committee appointed to wait on. the 
President of the United States, and inform him 
that the two Houses of Congress were. ready to 
close the presrnt session by adjournment, reported 
that they had performed the duty assigned them, 
that the President informed them-he had no further 
communication to make, and expressed his warm 
wishes for the welfare and happiness of the mem- 
bers, and their safe return to their families. 

_ Mr. TAPPAN then moved that the Senate ad- 
journ. 

Previous to putting the question, the PRESIDENT 
pro tem. in a few brief and pertinent remarks, took 
leave of the Senate, and the motion being carried 
in the affirmative, 

The Senate adjourned sine die. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepvespay, March 3, 1841. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked leave to submit the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk be authorized to pro- 
cure from the respective publishers, and furnish 
such members of the House of Representatives as 
have not received them under former orders, the 
following books, and pay forthe same out of the 
contingent fund of the House, being such, in part, 
as have been supplied to members of the Jast and 
preceding Congresses, viz: the Congressional do- 
cuments compiled by order of Congress, entitled 
State Papers, the Register of Debates, Eiliot’s De- 
bates Contested Elections, and the Land Laws and 
opinions compiled by order of the Senate; but no- 
thing herein contained shall be construed to autho- 
rize the reprinting of either of the above works, 
© Objection being made, 

Mr. MITCHELL moved a suspension of he 
rules prescribing the order of business. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays— 


„yeas 72, nays 58—not two-thirds. 


So the rules were not suspended. 
~ The House then took up the Senate bill entitled 
“An act for the relief of Francis A. Harrison,” 
which was laid aside on yesterday. 
. Mr. HOPKINS having explained btiefly the 
principles: involved in. the bill, 


Anderson, Benton, Clay of. 


‘therein, wholly consumed. 


‘motion did not prevail. 


Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved that it be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. BOYD said he hoped that the gentleman 
would not press his motion until.an explanation 
could be made on the-other side. It is rue, Mr. 
Speaker, (remarked Mr. B.) as is stated by the 
genileman from Virginia, [Mr. Hopxins,] that the 
Committee cn the Post Office and Post Roads have. 


reported against the passage of the -bill on your: 


table; but itis also true (and I state it as an- offset, 
to the committee’s report,) that.the.bill has. passed 
the Senate twice, and that, too, as I understand, 
without one dissenting voice. - 

Mr. Harrison, the Postmaster at Paducah, Ken- 
tucky, (said Mr. B.) swears that a certain amount . 
of money in his possession, belonging to the Post 
Office Department, was consumed by- fire, under 
cireumstances which rendered it utterly impossible 
for him or any body else to save it, A number of 
respeciable citizens of the town state, in a. memo- 
rial accompanying the bill, that the post office was 
kept in an eligible place, and in a suitable house 
near the centre of a front row of buildings in said 
town; the whole of which row of buildings was, 
together with all the principal part of the town, — 
and nearly every species of property contained 
The fire was at the 
dead hour of the night, and the destruction of pro- 
perty was immense. 

The honesty and private worth of Mr. Harrison ` 
is also fully. proved, but on this point, I myself 
can bear testimony..I have known that man ever 
since I was.three feet hig, and, sir, from that time 
up, I have never heard him.charged with a dis- 
honorable act. But, sir, nobody seems to doubt . 
the truth of Mr. Harrison’s statement. ‘The com- 
mittee do nət assume that there is any reason to - 
doubt on that point. But they reported against. the 
bill because they were of opinion that there existed 
no precedent in our previous legislation, involving 
the principle assumed in the bill. Now, sir, on this. 
point I beg leave to call the attentiono’ gentlemen . 
to a case directly in point. I allude to the case of 
J.D. Hay, in 1814. He was postmaster at Vin- 
cennes, Indiana, and lostabout the same amount of 
post office money by fire which Mr. Harrison 


did. Mr. H. took an oath as to the circum. 
stances and amonnt of the loss, His neigh. . 
bors bore testimony, in like’ manner, to. 


his good character, and Congress relieved him 

from the payment of the money. Now, sir, 

if it was right to relieve Mr. Hay then, I appeal to 

gentlemen to say if itis not also right to relieve’ 

Mr. Harrison now. There are other cases, said | 
Mr. B. and a great number of them, which might. 
be cited, having a strong bearing as precedents to 
justify the passage of this bill. But, sir, L will not 
detain the House to give them in detail- I know 
that, to ensure the destruction of a measure at this 
late ’ period of the session, it is only necessary to, 
make a long speech about it. That the ends. of 
justice will be met by the adoption of this méasure, _ 
there can be no doubt; and I do hope. gentlemen 
will withdraw their opposition, and that the “bill 
will be passed. 

After some remarks by Mr. ADAMS in favor of, X 
and by Mr. CONNOR in opposition to, the bill;’ 

The question. was taken on the motion of Mr. ; 
L. WILLIAMS, and decided in the affirmative— : 
ayes 85, noes 62. 

So the bill was laid upon the table. 

The question now recurredon agreeing with the 
amendment of the Committee of the Whole, to ` 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill entitled 
“An act for therelief of Miguel Eslava.” - E 

After some remarks by “Mr. RARIDEN, the . 
House refused to concur in the amentdment. and: 
the bill was then read a third time and- passed 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the House took... 
up Senate bill entitled “An act respecting the heirs | 
of Agnes Dundas,” also, 

Oa motion of Mr. CURTIS, Senate bill to abo- 
lish the office of Surveyor of the Customs of. Curri- | 
tack Inlet, North Carolina; which bills were. Seyen: 
rally read a third time, and passed. i 

Mr. CRABB moved a suspension of the 
for the purpose of taking up the bill to reorg: 
the judicial courts of the United States 


On motion. of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
House then resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, and considered the -amendments of the Se- 
nate to the Naval Appropriation bill. 

And the same having been concurred in, 

Te amendment of the Senate to the bili mak- 
ing appropriation for the support of the Academy 
at West Point, was next considered, and also con- 
curred in. 

The amendments of the Senate to the Army bill 
were then considered, and concurred in. 

The aniendments of the Senate to the bill making 
appropriation for the destitute Kickapoo Indians, 
and for the removal of the Swan Cieek ahd Black 
River Indians of Michigan, were adopted, with the 
exception of that in favor of Clements Bryan, and 
Co. - On this amendment a debate arose, which had 
not terminated when the House took its usual re- 
cess. ; 


Evenine SESSION. 

After the recess— 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the Com- 
mittee rose and reported on-the amendments of the 
Senate to. the army, navy, and Indian appropria- 
tion bills, leaving to be considered hereafter the 
amendment relating to Clements, Bryan and Co. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Judiciary Commit- 

tee, on leave, made the following report: 
. “The Committee gn the Judiciary to whom was 
referred sundry memorials from citizens of New 
York, complaining of the official conduct of Al- 
fred Conkling, Judge of the District Court of the 
United States for the Northern District of New 
York, and also a letter from Judge Conkling to the 
Hon. Chistopher Morgan, explanatory of his con- 
duct in the. particular complained of in the memo- 
rial, report: 

“That, having duly considered. the complaint 
and the explanation, they are of opinion that there 
is not ground for the interposition of the power of 
this House. In coming to this conclusion, they 
would not be understood to approve the conduct of 
Judge Conkling, nor even to acquithim of some im- 
propriety in the instance complained of, In say- 
ing to the recognitors, after the verdict. was given, 
(as he admits he did,) 'I extremely reget the small 
respect you have shown for your oaths,’ he was 
making an imputation beyond the line of his duty, 
and inconsistent with the mutual regard by judges 

, and jurors for each other’s rights and feelings which 
is essential to the due administration of justice., 

“But.the committee do not believe that there was 
any corrupt motive on the part of the judge, and 
they think that a single instance of the undue infla 
ence of excitement, though it must be disapproved, 
ought not tobe visited with undue severity. Re- 
peated incidents of the same kind, should- they oc- 
cur, might be deemed characteristic, and as such 
to require a corresponding measure of ‘correction, 
lest. the effect might be to injure, if not to destroy, 
the administration of justice. The proper applica- 
tion of one such occurrence is to let it serve as an 
admonition to guard against the indulgence of tem- 
per, and especially to avoid the imputation of un- 
due motives where they are not legitimate subjects 
of inquiry. : f . 

“The committee, therefore, offer the following 
resolution: 

“Resolved, That the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject.” 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee. on Com- 
merce, made an adverse report upon the petition of 
the Steam Navigation Companies, praying an alte- 
ration of the law of debentures so that drawback of 
duties may bé allowed upon foreign coals exported 
from the United States, and consumed on board of 
steamships on the high seas; which was ordered to 
be printed. - 

-The House then again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. Mr. 
LincoLn was called to the chair of the committee. 

Mr. EVANS moved the consideration of the bill 
to provide for the payment of the militia claims of 
the State of Maine. _ 

Mr. TURNEY called for the consideration of 
the unfinished business of the committee, to wit: 
the amendments of the Senate to’ the. bill making 
an appropriation for the relief of destitute Kickapoo 
Indians, ec. i v j 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


: Mr. WISE insisted that these amendments was 
ihe business actually before the committee without 
a question. > ` 

‘fhe CHAIR assented. 

Mr.GRAVES then claimed that the bill making 
appropriations for surveys and light-houses, which 
was before the committee yesterday, and remained 


. unfinished, took precedence of any thing else. 


Much confusion here arose. as to precedence of. 
business. - A 
The House at length resumed the consideration 


_<f the amendment to the. bill makina appropria- 


tions for the relief of destitute Kickapoo. Indians, 
aad fer the removal of Swan Creek and Black 


_ River Indians. 


The question pending was on a proposition to 
make the amendment of the Senate providing for 
the claim of Bryan, Clements and Co. conform to 
a proposition submitted by the Committee of 
Claims of this House for the settlement of the same 
case. 

Mr. STANLY opposed the amendment of the 
Senate unless the amendment of this House was 
adopted, in which case he would vote for it. 

An animating and exciting debate took place on 
this claim, in which it was advocated by Messrs. 
CLARK, BROWN, of Mississippi, and GAL- 
BRAITH; and opposed by Messrs. TILLING- 
HAST, WISE, GRAHAM, GIDDINGS, and 
RUSSELL. ; 

Mr. LEET said: Mr. Chairman, there is no 
time, at this late hour of the session, to make 
apologies for trespassing upon the attention of the 
committee; therefore, I offer none. It may be per- 
mitted to me, however, to say, that“ I would not 
have risen on this occasion, did I not consider and 
believe the proposition now pending to be fair, and 
such as ought to be adopted; and, furthermore, did 
I not think that it was the determination of those 
honorable gentlemen who are hostile to the mea- 
sure, to defeat its passage by the use of arguments 
which in their estimation may induce honorable 
members to vote in the negative. Why, Mr. 
Chairman, what are we invoked to do? Is it to 
make a direct appropriation of any particular sum 
of money? No. The Senate amendment, now un- 
der discussion, creates a tribunal to which the 
claims of Clements, Bryan, and Co. shall be re- 
ferred, and directs that the claim shall be deter- 
mined according to principles of equity. Without 
intending now to goat any length into the merits 
of this claim, I desire merely to remark that, as I 
understand, the persons named in the amendment 
entered into a contract with the regularly consti- 
tuted agents of tais Government, in the year 1838, 
for furnishing provisions for the Cherokee Indians 
in their march to the west of the Mississippi; that 
in pursuance of that contract, a part of the provi- 
sions were actually furnished, on which a profit was 
made, and then the contract was abrogated by the 
Government agents; in consequence of which, the 
contractors sustained `a heavy loss. The loss was 
the greater, because, in accordance with the terms 
of the contract, a large amount of provisions had 
been purchased. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, does it not appear as clear 
as any thing can be, that the claim of these persons 
is predicated upon a breach of contract on the part 
of the agents of the Governm:nt? 

Mr. WISE here said,’ with the permission of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Lerr,] he 
would ask him a question. Does be know that 
there ever was sucha contract as he speaks.of? 
Did he ever see it himself? 

Mr. LEET proceeded to say, that in reply to the 


-honorable gentleman from Virginia, he would re- 


mark, that he had not seen the contract in question; 
but he had been informed by those in whom he 
could repose full confidence, that such a contract 


: had been entered into; and he would further say, 


thatfrom the information given him, he believed 
such a contract did exist. He believed it, as he 
would feel bound to believe any fact which his 


' honorable friend from Virginia [Mr. Wise] might 


tell him of. 
Mr. WISE then read from the- report of the 


Committee on Private Claims of the House of 
Representatives, a clause stating, in substance, that 


Messrs. Clements, Bryan, and Co. 


the contract wassubject to the approval of Genera 
Scott, and that bonds were required to be given. 

Mr. LEET continued and said: Mr,.Chairman,’ 
suppose; if you choose, that this contract was sub», 
ject to the approval of General Seótt yet still it: 
shows no. reason. wherefore this amendment should. 
not prevail. Were not a patt of the pre far: 
nished? Was not that an approval of th 
Surely it was. i = 3 

I am, said Mr. L. just now again. assured, by a 
‘friend from Tennessee, that there.was a contract, 
and that its requirements were complied with ‘by 
Now, sir, 
this. amendment, as I said before, does not directly 
appropriate money, but imposes upon the Secretary. 
of War the duty of ascertaining aod liquidating 
the damages sustained by ihe claimants, and autho- 
rizes. that the sum ascertained shall be paid out of 
the Treasury. In Pennsylvania, which I have the 
honor in part, in my humble manner, to represent, . 
we are accustomed, in cases of ciaims against the Go- 
vernment, growing out of contracts with individuals, 
and especially when. accounts are.to be carefully 
and patiently examined, to refer the matter to some 
tribunal who may have time for investigation. 
Loco Foco as I am, (as gentlemen of the Opposition 
are wont’ to call me and the party with whom I 
act,) I am entirely willing to. confide the settlement 
and final adjustment of this business to the honora- 
ble gentleman [Mr. BELL] who will, in a.day.or so, 
be the Secretary. of War. Such an arrangement 
would be fair as between individuals; and surely. it 
can’t be unfair as between the Government and an 
individual er individuals. But the honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] says we are as 
competent as any tribunal that can be erected, to 
decide the amount, if any, due to the claimants; 
and therefore, we should not transfer this power. ` 
Doubtless the honorable members of this House in- 
dividually are altogether capable of doing as the. 
gentleman says, but can we, asa House, now do.. 
it? Can we hope now, in the midst of the confu- 
sion and noise of ‘the last hours of the session, sa» 
tisfactorily to ourselves and the country, settle and 
determine thismat'er? Why, sir, at this moment,upon 
the eve of our adjournment without day, anxious as 
every honorable member isto turn his face homeward, 
the apparently vnavoidable confusion would seem 
to me to utterly forbid any attemdt at a patient in» 
vestigation of the amount due these claimants. 
Why, sir, a man can hardly bear himself, though 
he speaks with a stentcrian voice. 

Sufficient has been made manifest to prove, that 
these persons named in the amendments have an 
equitable claim against the Government. I cannot 
see why we should not provide for their getting an 
impartial and patient hearing. | Shall we, sir, say 
to these men, who have been knocking at your door 
for a hearing, Go thy way, itis not now convenient 
to inquire into these accounts -between you and the 
Government? Would that be fair}. I think not. 

‘As regards the technical objection taken by hono- 
rable gentlemen, I will not detain the committee in 
discussing. I look at the justice of the matler, and 
believing the claim to be fair, and ihat the Govern- 
ment cannot be prejudiced by the passage of the 
amendment, I shall therefore cast my vote for it. 

The question was then put on the amendment of 
this House to the amendment.of the Senate—Ayes 
73, noes 91. = ws 

So. the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. a 

Mr. WISE inquired if any one could tell him, 
who were the actual claimants in this case. 

Mr. STANLY said it was useless to contend any 
longer; there were too many claimants; within the 
bar, (laying much emphasis on-the last-words.) 

Mr. WISE made further remarks as to who are 
the owners of the.claim. | ae eon 

Mr. WATTERSON said there were no persons 
whatsoever. concerned in the claim but those whose 
names appeared on. the face of it—Clements, Bry- 
an, & Co. the Co. was intended to cover Gen. Cle- 
ments, the brother of the claimant now here. 

Mr. WISE asked Mr. W. if he asserted this on 
own knowledge, or from information from others? 


‘Mr. WATTERSON. On my own knowledge... 
Mr, WISE then read a portion of the report of 


Cémuiltee of Claims, stating a suspicion of secret 
partners.” i ae 


mént-of the ownership of the claim.- 4 ; 
: Mr. CLARK thought it was a question the 
House had nothing to do, with; the question to be 
decided was as to the justice and equity of the claim. 
“The question was then’ put-to concur: in: the 
amendment of the Senate—ayes 95, noes 52, 
So the amendment was adopted. ae 
“Mr. EVANS then called for the consideration 
of the bill:to- provide for the militia, claims of the 
State of Maine. |. bee l 
>The'question being put on taking up the bill, 
there appeared—ayes 92, noes 33. 
So ‘the bill was taken into consideration by the 
committee. ; 
‘Having been read— 
Mr. DAWSON proposed te amend, by.a provi- 
sion appropriating $208,618 to pay the militia of 
Georgia for services rendered in the Indian war. 
The amendment was adopted. . 
‘Mr; PROFFIT inquired what amount of money 
was requred to pay the militia of Maine; and he 
wished to. know by. what authority the militia were 
called out. . He wished the sum to be paid to be 
limited in the bill, j 
‘Mr. EVANS answered that the accounts were 
not audited, and, consequently, the amount was 
-not'aséeertained. That Maine had paid about $600,- 
000, but did not expect to get, through this bill, over 
$200,000; leaving the State ot Maine to pay out of 
her own Treasury about $400,000. The troops 
were'called out by the Governor of Maine, and not 
by the United States, as the militia of Georgia, Ala- 
bam, Tennessee, and other States, had been called 
out: Mri E: ‘then, with great earnestness, advo- 
cated the bill o $ 
The bill was then, on motion. of Mr. W. 
THOMPSON, amended by restricting the sum to 
‘Mr. ATHERTON then moved an amendment to 
cover the claims of New Hampshire for mitta 
called out at Indian Stream. 
Mr. SMITH of Maine objec'ed to the amendment 
as out of order, for the reason that.a bill was pend: 
ing before the House for the same purpose. 
The CHAIR said it was substantially the same. 
Mr. ATHERTON referred to a note accom- 
panying the rule. 
Mr. SMITA asked if Mr. ATHERTON appealed? 
Mr. ATHERTON appealed, and argued in sup- 
port of the appeal. . 
The ‘question was then taken, and stood: Ayes 
50, nocs 40. No quorum voting. 
Mr. ATHERTON insisted: that the question 
should be taken again. 
Mr. THOMPSON argued in favor of the ap- 


eal. 
Mr. VANDERPOEL took the same ground. 
When the question beiog put, the decision of the 
Cuain was custained—ayes 72, noes 65. 

Mr. LEWIS then moved an amendment to co- 
ver the claim of Alabama for services of militia in 
the late Creek war. .- 

Mr. TRIPLETT inquired if the claim of Ala- 
bama bad been presented and reported on by any 
committee, : 

Mr. LEWIS answered, the claim had not been 
presented or reported on; he had not had an op- 
portunity to present the claim, but the memorial 
had been his possession many weeks. The claim 
he believed to stand upon the same footing as that 
of Georgia, which had just been. voted in. 

Mr. CRABB stated that the claim had been pre- 
sented, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs many weeks ago, but not repurted on. 

“The amendment was adopted—ayes. 68, noes 53. 

Mr. DODGE offered the following amendment, 
vizi; : 

“Bor the payment of the Iowa militia, called into 
service pon an order from the Governor, in ac- 
cordance with.a requisition from the United States 
Marshal, $14,000.” 

Mr. DODGE said that, during the last summer, 
in conformity, witha resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives, the Secretary of War 
had appointed Lient: D: Ruggles, of the United 
States army, to muster the Jowa militia, called in- 


P 


IRE in 


. to. service upon a requisition from the United States 


Mr. BROWN of ‘Tennessee gavea full state- i 


- hereafter arise. 


marshal: That oficer had performed- the duty 
which was thus assigned him, in a most gentleman- 
ly and correct manner, (which Mr. D. knew from 


submitted to this House, and, on Mr. D’s motion, 
referred to: ihe Committee on Mihtary Affairs.. 
That committee had agreed upon a report, which 
they had not, as yet, had an opportunity of present- 
ing to the House, but with which he (Mr. D.) had 
been furnished through the politeness of one of its 
members, [Mr. ALLEN,] and which he would send 


‘to the Chair, that it might be read for information, 
not doubting but that she appropriation would be | 


willingly voted when members heard and fully un- 
derstood the grounds upon which the claim was 
predicated. ; 


The report having been read, 


Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina said that he 
had given his consent privately, that tbe reportshould 
be brought into the House; but, nevertheless, felt 
himself bound to oppose the amendment as setting 
a dangerous precedent in similar cases which migth 
Mr. T. concluded by expressing 
his opinion that no necessity had existed for calling 
out the militia of Towa, and that the Governor, in 
doing so, had acted improperly. 

Mr. WISE strenuously advocated the amend- 
ment, and said he would vote for it, because he 
considered the appropriation asked for to be just 
and proper, and the account presented by the gen- 
tleman from lowa, made out in compliance with 
existing laws. He had always believed that the 
Governor and people of the Territory were right 
in the course which they had pursued in relation to 
her boundary, and conceived that every friend of 
State Rights was bound to stand up for lowa. 

Mr. W. remarked that Iowa had started fair in 
support of State Rights; and he could not see how 
the gentleman from South Carolina, thorough-going 
Nullifier as Mr. was in other days, could oppose 
the amendment; for, if what he had heard was 
true, that gentleman had even patted little children 
on the head because they were nullifiers, Now, 
although he (Mr. W.) was no nullifier, yet he 
patted little *Iowa upon the head for resisting the 
incursions of the armed force of the State of Mis- 
souri. 

Mr. DODGE said that, although he had no dis- 
position to protract this debate, he felt himself 
bound to disabuse the minds of the committee, as 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Tuomr- 
son] had clearly intimated that the authorities in 
Iowa had acted prematurely in this matter, and 
had been the first to call out a wilitary force. 
Such (said Mr. D.) was not the truth., Iowa made 
no display of military force until driven to it by an 
unjust and unholy attempt upon the part of Mis- 
souri to extend her jurisdiction beyond Sallivan’s 
line—the line which Missouri had recognised, by 
the mest solemn acts of legislation upon her own 
part, for upwards of twenty years, as her trne 
northern boundary. f; 

Mr. D. thanked God that Iowa had a Governor 
(Robert Lucas) and a people who would stand up 
for her rights when and wherever assailed. Even 
admitting, as the gentleman from South Carolina 
contended, that the call on the militia was illegal 


‘and improper—which he (Mr. D.) could pever 


do-—still it would be obligatory upon Congress to 
pay the militia of lowa, because they had acted in 
obedience to the orders of the officers whom the 
Government had placed over the people of the 
Territory, and whom they, as law-abiding citizens, 
were bound to obey, 

Sir, (said Mr. D.) this call was made upon us in 
the midst of winter, when the snow upon the ground 
was a foot in depth—-to defend whai? Why, sir, 
your territory, and maintain the boundaries which 
you, the Congress of the United States, had assigned 
to us in our organic act; and, sir, if our Governor 
and people had acted otherwise than they did act, 
it would. have been a dereliction of duty upon 
their part, for which they would have deserved the 
reproach of every true-spirited American. A 
thousand. militiamen of the State of - Missouri 
were marched upon our line for the purpose of 


his own personal knowledge,) and- had made his 
‘report to the Secretary of War, by whom it was 


i collecting taxes from. us, and an aitempt was even 


made to. possess themselves of one of the counties 


-of our Territory. And, sir, instead of being re- 


proached by members of this body, the Governor 
and people of Iowa deserve the thanks. of Congress 
for. the. prompt and manly manner in which they 


_shouldered their muskets to repel an. insolent and 


tyrannical invasion of their dearest rights and of 
the laws of the United States. 

Mr. D. concluded by expressing his sincere hope 
that the House would make the appropriation, 
which, it seemed to him, was demanded by every 
principle of right and justice. ' 

Mr. JAMESON rose to say that whenever the 
question of the boundary line between Missouri 
and Iowa should come up before the House, he 
would pledge himself to show to any disinterested 
person that the right of Missouri to the soil con- 
tended for was as clear as noon-day. He said he 
felt constrained to say this much, lest silence on his 
part might be construed into an acquiescence in the 
views of the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. J. gave notice that if the amendment just 
proposed should be adopted, he would move one to 
pay the militia of Missouri for similar services. > - 

After some remarks by Messrs. POPE, DAVIS 
of Kentucky, and ALLEN of Ohio, in favor of the 
amendment, and by Messrs. CAMPBELL of 
South Carolina, and UNDERWOOD in opposition 
to it, ; S 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was rejected. `- . 

Mr. DOWNING then proposed an amendment 
to cover claims for the: services of militia of 
Florida. ; > 

Mr. JAMESON moved an amendment for the 
benefit of volunteers of Missouri who went to Flo- 
rida some years ago. : i 

The amendments were voted down. . 

Mr. EVANS moved that the committee rise and 
report tbe bills acted on. ee 

Mr. WHITE of Louisiana insisted on moving 
an amendment to refund to Louisiana moneys paid 
by her for her militia serving in the Florida war 
several years ago. f 

The amendment was rejected. 

The bill to refund the duties on the French ship 
Alexandre was then taken up, read, and ordered to- 
be reported to the House. 

The bill of this House concerning tonnage duties 
on Spanish vessels was then taken up, read,.and ` 
ordered to be reported to the House. 

The committee then rose and reported. their pro- 
ceedings. $ i 

The amendment of the Senate to the bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the support of destitute Kick- 
apoo Indians, &c. to which the Committee ot the 
Whole reported their agreement, were then again 
read, and all concurred in, eycept that for the relief 
of Clements, Bryan and Company: on this the yeas 
and nays were taken, and it was carried: yeas 99, 
nays 58. . y 

So the bill was finally passed, with Clements, 
Bryan and Company included in it. 

The bill to provide for the payment of the militia 
claims of- the State of Maine then came up. ; 

j a previous question was then moved and car- 
ried. 

And the question was put. on the amendment 
making provision for the Georgia militia claims. 
It was taken by yeas and nays, and resulted as 
follows: For the amendment 80, against it 69. 

The question was then also put on the amend- 
ment making provision for the militia claims of 
Alabama. It was taken by yeas and nays, and re- 
sulted as follows: For the amendment 41, against it 
110. g 

A motion was made to lay the bill on the table; 
and the question being put, it was decided in the 
negative: ayes 60, noes 73. i 

The question on the third reading of -the bill was 
then patand carried: ayes 92, noes 81. i 

The bill was then read tbe thiid time and 
passed. i pes 


THANKS TO SPEAKER HUNTER. 
Mr. BRIGGS said he respectfully asked the at 
tention of the House for one moment: He rose to: 
offer the usual tribute of respect. to. the “presiding 
officer of this House, For that purpose. he would’ 


x 


end a resolution to the Chair, and he hoped it 
would: receive the cordial and unanimous approba- 
tion of every gentleman present. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be pre- 
sented to the Hon Rossrr M. T. Hunter for the 
able, impartial, and dignified manner in which he 
has discharged the duties of.the Chair during the 
26:h Congress. $ s 

This resolution was read, and, on the question 
being put thereon, (by Mr. Dromaoots, who tem- 
porarily occupied the chair,) it was agreed to, una- 
nimously. ; i 

The rales being suspended for the purpose, the 
usual resolutions of compensation for messengers, 
pages, and watchmen, were moved. 

And the previous question being moved, 

Mr. BARNARD sent the following to the table, 
where it was read, as it might influence the vote on 
the previous question: 

“Resolved, That the Clerk of this Housé be di- 
rected to furnish to such members of the present 
House of Representatives as have not already re- 
ceived them, such books as were fi urnished to the 
members of the last House: provided that this re- 
solution shall not be construed to autaorize the re- 
printing of any of said books.” j 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. KEIM moved to amend, by including. the 
workmen on the public grounds in the list of at- 
tendants for whom extra compensation was asked; 
but the amendment was ruled out of order. 

The previous question was seconded, the main 
question was put, and the resolutions for compensa: 
tion to attendants were adopted. 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole ona bill to. es- 
tablish an additional land office in Alabama for the 
sale of Cherokee lands. The motion’ was refused. 

Mr. REED called for the consideration of the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill concerning 
navy pensions and half-pay. 

Mr. CUSHING objected to the consideration of 
the said amendments, on the ground that the amend- 
ments and bills recently reported from the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union had not 
been definitely acted on, and until they were acted 
on and disposed of, nothing could be taken up by 
the House, unless on a suspension of the rules. 
The SPEAKER decided in favor or Mr. Ruep’s 


motion. 
Mr. CUSHING appealed, and the Speaker’s de- 
cision was affirmed. 
. And the question was put on Mr. Rero’s motion, 
and it was lost. . 
[Nore.—These amendments were not afterwards 
considered or acted upon. The bills did not, there- 
. fore, finally pass—the amendments having remain- 
ed unacted upon.] . 


FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. WISE moved a suspension of the rule to of- 
fer a joint resolution to declare that the franking 
privilge of members of Congress who may not be 
re-elected shall not be cut off by an extra session 
of Congress, but shall extend to the first Monday 
of December after they shall cease to be members. 

“On the question to suspend there were, ayes 89, 
noes 54. i 

There not being two-thirds, the question was 
lost. . ER 

BANKS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. GRAHAM said that he was desirous of do- 
ing an act of justice to the District of Columbia 
by taking up the bill to continue the corporate ex- 
istence of the banks of the District of Columbia; 
with this view he moved to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays-were demanded, and, being 
taken, resulted as follows: yeas 100, nays 59. 

There not being two-thirds, the rules were not 
suspended, nor was the bank bi'l acted upon at all. 

The SPEAKER taid before the House sundry 
communications, viz. . 

CLAIMS ON HAYTI. 
Wasuineton, March 2, 1841. 
To the House of Representatives: 

Į transmit the accompanying report from the 
Secretary of State in relation to- the resoluion of 
the House of Representatives of the 12th ult. on 
the subject of claims of citizens of the United 
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States on the Government of Hayti. The informa- 
tion called for thereby is in the course of prepara- 
tion, and will be, without doubt, communicated. at 
the commencement of ihe next session of Congress. 
l M. VAN BUREN. 
The report of the Secretary of State sets forth 
that itis impracticable to furnish the information 


: called for at the present session of Congress, the 


papers being numerous and scattered through a va- 
riety of documents. . 
OPINIONS OF THE A'TTORNEY GENERAL. 

: Wasncneaton, March 2, 1841. 
To the House of Representatives: . 

I transmit to the House of Representatives a re- 
port from the Attorney General, with the accompa- 
nying documents, in compliance with the request 
contained in the resolution of the 234 of March last. 

M. VAN BUREN. 


Orrics OF THE APTORNEY GENERAL, 
March 1, 1841. 
To the President of the United States: 

Sır: In compliance with the resolution of the 
House of Representatives referred to this office, 
and adopted on the 23d of Marct:, 1840, in the fol- 
lowing words: 

“Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be prepared and 
communicaied to this House at the commence- 
ment of the next session, all the opinions of the At- 
torney General and other officers connected with 
the Executive which give constructiontto the public 
laws not of a temporary character;” 

Ihave the honor to transmit copies of all such 
opinions of the Attorney Generals of the United 
States as I have been able to obtain. Previous to 
the year 1817 no records of such opinions were pre- 
pared. It has, therefore, been necessary to procure 
them, as far as practicable, from the diferent De- 
partments and offices to which they were sent; but 
many which were no doubt given before that period 
are not now to be found. 

i I have the honor, &c. 
H, D. GILPIN. 


List of Altorney Generals of the United States. 

Edmund Randolph of Virginia, appointed Sep- 
tember 26, 1789. ee ire 

William Bradford of Pennsylvania, appointed 
January 27, 1794. 

Charles Lee of Virginia, appointed December 
10, 1795. 

Levi Lincoln of Massachusetts, appointed’ March 
5, 1801. 

Robert Smith of Maryland, appomted March 3, 
1805. ‘ 

John Breckenridge, Kentucky, appointed Au- 
gust 7, 1805. 

Cesar A. Rodney of Delaware, appointed Janu- 
ary 20, 1807. 

William Pinkney of Maryland, appointed De- 
cember 11, 1811. 

Richard Rush of Pennsylvania, appointed Fe- 
buary 10, 1814. 

‘William Wirt of Virginia, appointed December 
16, 1817. 

John M. Berrien of Georgia, appointed March 9, 
1829. 

Roger B. Taney of Maryland, appointed July 20, 
1831. 

Benjamin F. Butler of New York, appointed 
November 15, 1833. ? 

Felix Grundy of Tennessee, appointed Septem- 
ber 1, 1838. i 

Henry D. Gilpin of Pennsylvania, appointed 
January 11, 1840. : 
BRITISH SEIZURES AND SEARCHES AND 

SLAVE TRADE. ; 
; ey Wasuineron, Marck 3, 1841, 
To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit to the House of Representatives, in 
compliance with their resolution of the 30th Janu- 
ary last, a report from the Setretary of State, with 
accompanying documents. 

; M. VAN BUREN. 

The report of the Secretary of State merely com- 
municates copies of papers called for by the House, 
in relation to recent seizures or searches of any of 
our vessels upon the coast of Africa or elsewhere 
by the British cruisers or authorities, and the cause 


a 


of the same, and the authority. :under ‘which-made; 
and of correspondence between: tht Governments of 
the United States: and Great Britain relating to:the 
African slave trade since the 3d March, 1837; as 
well. asof communications from: N:P, Trist, Con- 
sal of the United States at Havana, relating tothe 
African slave trade. The: documents. a1e-exceed> 
ingly numerous, and will make, when printed, a 
large volume. i ae : 

i INDEPENDENT TREASURY. ; «...; 

A letter from the Secretary of the. Treasury, 
transmiltinga large number of additional reports 
and papers, called for by the House on. the 30th 
January last, in relation to the execution of the Tn- 
dependent Treasury law. ; : 

STATE BANKS. ; 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the returns of the State Banks for ‘the 
last year, collected by the Treasury Department 
and furnished the House under a resolution of the 
10:h July, 1832. Two thousand. extra copies of 
this document were ordered to be printed, on mo- 
tion of Mr. JONES of Virginia. on 

From the Treasury Department, accompanied 
with an abstract of the official emoluments and ex- 
penditures of the officers of the customs for the 


year 1840. 3 ; 
CANAL LANDS IN OHIO, 
From the Treasury Department, accompanied by 
a report of the Commissioner ef the General Land 
Office, containing information called: for ‘by the 
House on the 17:h December, 1840, in relation to ` 


_ the sale, since Ist January, 1836, of’ surplus or ad- 


ditional sections or parts of sections, lying along 
and adjoining the alternate sections on the Miami 
canal, in Ohio, and withheld from sale at the same 
time with the said aliernatesections, as being within 
them, showing to whom sold and at what land of- 
fice; at what time and for what price; and whether 
patents have issued, and, if not, whether itis in- 
tended to issue them; with copies of instructions . 
reluting to the withholding lands from sale on the 
route of the canal and.on the Auglaize river, ‘to- - 
gether with the correspondence with the officers of 
the land offices and other persons on the subject: of 


these lands. ; ; 
EMIGRANTS. 90 
From the Department of State, with a statement 
of the number and description of passengers: who 
arrived in the United States, from foreign conn- 
tries, in the year 1840, so far as returns have been 
received at the Department. The returns are in- 
complete; they, however, show that 115,206 per- 
sons came to the United States, by sea, dnring the 
year. We had to take some troubie to ascertain 
this result, as the statement sent to the Touse:is 
not added up. | ' pees ate 
From the Treasury Department, accompanied 
by a statement of contracts made by the Depari- 
ment during the year 1840;a statement of pay- 
ments made at the Treasury during the year 1840, 
an account of miscellaneous claims, fur which ap- 
propriations were not specially made.. These pay- 
ments were all for services rendered on account of 
land claims in Florida, and were paid to—  ~ 
Samuel L. Burritt, a lawyer, for counsel 


and fees . . . «$625 
Thomas Douglas do do . ` 375 
John M. Fontaine; translations . oe 415 


Rosalie B. Reid, clerk to Judge of Eastern 
District, from Ist October to 31st.De- o>: 
cember, 1839 . . . “a 180 

Alexis M. Andrew, clerk to same Judge, ° : 
quarter ending 30th September, 1840 ` 33 

Also, accompanied with the statement of the 
marine hospital fand for theyear 1839—from which 
it appears that there’ were collected, in that year, 
$66,311 83, and expended $122,536 31. 

CANAL LANDS IN OHIO. 

From the Treasury Department, with a report of 
the Commissioner of ‘the General Land Office, un- 
der a call of the House of 234 December last, 
showing what part or surplus or additional sections 
or parts of sections lying along and adjoining and 
within the-line of alternate sections on tre Miami 
canal, in-the State of Ohio, and withheld from sale 
at thesame time, has been sold since the Ist Janu: 
ary, 1830, to Ist January, 1836; to whom sold, at 
what office, and at what price; with copies of all 


insiractions relating to withholding from sale lands ` 


onthe route of said. Miami canal, in the State of 
Ohio, as alternate sections on said canal. 


# HORSES, &c. LOST IN INDIAN WARS. 


< From the War Depariment, with a long report of | 


the ‘Third Auditor, in- answer to a call of the House 
for a statement of ‘the number of claims presented 
for -horsés, &c. lost in the campaigns in Florida 
against the Indians; the number that have been al- 
lowed, and the reasons why the others have not 
been ‘allowed; as also, for similar information in 
relation to’ claims growing out of the Black Hawk 
Indian war. 

From the War Department, with a report from 

the Colonel of Topographical Engineers, furnish- 
| ing information required by the House in relation 
to the’sale of tovis, &c. used on the public works 
on the great Northern and Western lakes. 
MAIL ROUTES. 

‘From the Post Office Department, with a list of 
mail routes in operation on the 30th June,-1840, in 
Virginia; North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wiskon- 
san, Iowa, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alaba- 
ma, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Louisiana, with di- 
agrams delineating said routes, and distinguishing 
them by their different grades of service. A simi- 
Jar report, covering the other Siates, was made to 
the House on the 27th January last. The reports 
show the amount of receipts of each office thereon, 
so faras the same has been ascertained, for the 
year ending 30:h June, 1840, and the annual cost of 
tarnsportation of each. 


` INDIAN SCHOOLS IN KENTUCKY. 

“From the War Department, with a report from 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in answer to a 
call'of the House on the 3ist December last, re- 
specting the fulfilment of stipulations in the Choc- 
taw ireaty, made at Dancing Rabbit Creek, for the 
support of schools; which stipulations, it appears, 
were executed by educating Indian youths at the 
Great Crossings, in Scott county, Kentucky. 


. INDIAN DISBURSEMENTS. 

From the Second Auditor of the Treasury De- 
partment, with copies of such accounts as have 
been rendered by persons. charged with the dis- 
bursement or application of moneys, goods or 
effects -forthe benefit of the Indians, from 1st Oc- 
tober, 1839, to 30th September, 1840; with a list of 
the names of all. persons to whom goods, moneys 
or effects have ‘been delivered within the same 
period—specifyin the. amount. ‘and object, the 
amount. accounted for, and the balance in the hands 
of agents. 

From this statement it appears that— 

The whole amount drawn from the Treasury 
s during the year, and pet in the hands of 
agents, was $2,132,141 32 

Of which there hasbeen accounted for 1,710,433 00 


tee, 


= $421,708 32 


COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 

From: the ‘Treasury Department, accompanied 

with a. letter. from the Register, stating that, owing 
tothe late day at which some of the returns have 
been received, it is impossible to complete the 
statements. of the commerce and navigation of the 
United States for the last year, in time to. be re- 
„ported to Congress at the present session, and 
suggesting that permission be obtained from Con- 
gress that the. statements, when finished, be placed 
in. the hands of the Secretary of the Senate and the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, and printed 
during the recess, 

The suggestion in the letter of the Register was 
agreed to by the House; and, on motion of Mr. J. 
@. ADAMS, ten thousand copies of the documents 
wete. directed to be printed. 

OFFICE INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 

Erom the Post Office Department, accompanied 
by a ‘sjatement of the incidental expenses of the De- 
patiment for the year ending 30th June, 1840. 

From this statement. it appears that there was 

paid during the year as follows: 


Leaving unaccounted for - 


For wrapping paper ` > ous - $17 502 52 
For office furniture <= - 6,256 23 
For advertising ea =`; =- 38,792 24 
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For mail-bags = = = - 43,916 76 
‘For blanks -~ Ea eni ia - 38,857 97 
For locks, keys, and stamps - - iI 57 81 
For depredations and mail agents . -- 19,872 69 
For clerks for offices - a - 214,789 80 
Miscellaneous a - - 49,629 93 

Total- E - $440,775 05 


Resolutions were here introduced fixing the pay 
of the keeper of the stables of the House, the su- 
perintendent of the folding room, and granting pay 
to the postmaster of the House for extra services; 
which, after some modifications and explanations, 
were agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS asked leave to move the following 
resolution: 

“Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be di- 
rected to furnish to such members of the present 
House of Representatives as have not already re- 


ceived them, such books as were furnished to the. 


members of the last House: Provided, That this 
resolution shall not be-construed te authorize the 
reprinting of any ofsaid books.” 

The leave was objected to. 

Mr. EVANS then moved to suspend the rules, 
fo enable him to offer the same; and on suspending 
the rules there were, ayes 114, noes 33. 

There being two-thirds in favor of the motion, 
the rules were suspended. 

The resolution then came fully before the House, 
and the previous question was moved and second- 
ed. And the main question, that is, That the re- 
solution do pass, was put by yeas and nays, and 
resulted as follows: yeas 89, nays 50- 

And so the resolution was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, all committees 
were discharged from the business referred to them. 

The bill reported from the Committee of the 
Whole to refund the duties. improperly collected 
on the French sbip Alexandre, was taken up, read 
the third time, and passed, and returned to the Se- 
na'e. 

On motion by Mr, KEIM, the bill from the Se- 
nate “to amend the act entitled An act to amend 
the act approved May 13, 1800, entitled an act to 
amend an act entitled an act to establish the judi- 
cial courts of the United States,” was taken up, 
ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed, and returned to the Senate. 

The resolution from the Senate to appoint a 
joint committee to wait on the. President of the 
United States, and notify him of the approach- 
ing close of the session of Congress, was taken up, 
read, and agreed to; and Mr. Vannerporn and 
Mr. Bricas were appointed of the committee on the 
part of the House. 

Mr. GRINNELL asked leave to move the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

“Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms be directed 
to settle with the members of Congress for the pre- 
sent session of the 26 h Congress at the rate of $4 
per diem; and in case any member has already re- 
ceived more than at that rate, he be directed to re- 
fund the same to the Sergeant-at-arms, for the use 


: and benefit of the Treasury of the United State 


Mr. DROMGOOLE objected. 

Mr. GRINNELL moved to suspend the rules, 
to enable him to offer the resoluticn. The motion 
was rejected. 

Mr. MALLORY of New York, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, obtained leave to make reports 
(adverse) on the cases of Hopewell Hebb and 
William Palms. 

Mr. KEMBLE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, obtained leave to make a report (adverse) 
on the petition of William Hawkins. 

Mr. LEONARD asked leave to move a resolu- 
tion to aathorize the members having petitions to 


- present to hand them to the Clerk, with their names 


endorsed on the back; and directing the Clerk to 
enter such on the journal as were not excluded by 


any rule of the House; and if any were handed in 


which were exciuded by the rules, to return them 
at- the next-session, 

“It -was-objected to. 

Mr.. UNDERWCOD asked- that the resolution 
from: the Senate in telation to water-rotied hemp be 


: taken up. 


gentleman from Kentucky did not mean to insinu- 
ate that we should hereafter have more oceasion for, 
hemp than heretofore. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD did not 1 mean to. make any, 
such insinuation. . 

Mr.STANLY. Then I do not object. 

Ths. ques'ian was put to. suspend the rules, in- ors 
der to take up that subject, and negatived. 

Mr. CALVARY. MORRIS asked leave to pre- 
sent petitions, which-was objected to. 


Mr. LEET moved to stispend the rules in order p 
‘to move a resolution similar, in all respects, to.that 


which Mr. Leonarp afew minutes before asked 
leave to introduce, to authorize members to hand 
petitions to the Clerk. 


Be e gestion was put, but the rules were not-sus- 


Pe “SNDERWOOD obtained leave to move a 
resolution fixing the pay of Charles W. Steward 
for cleaning the Hall, attending upon the Speaker, 
ece. 

The resolution was agreed to unanimously., 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing letter: 

March 3, 1841. 

Sir: Last evening I received notice of my ap- 
pointment as Judge of the United States for the 
District of New. Jersey. -Therefore I resign my 
seat as one of the Representatives from the State 
of New Jersey in the 26 h Congress. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
PH. ‘DICKERSON. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected to receiving the letter. 

Some conversation took place between the 
SPEAKER and Mr. PROFFIT and other mem- 
bers, when the Speaxen withdrew. the letter from 
before the House. 

THE PERMANENT PRE-EMPTION BILE... 

Mr. CASEY moved that the rules be suspended 
to take up the bill from the Senate to establish a 


system of ‘general permanent pre-emption rights in | 


favor of oecupants of the public lands. 

Mr. EVERETT moved a call of the House. 

Mr. WISE said there was no occasion to call the 
House, as there were more members present. now: 
than could be kept in order. 

Mr. STANLY. Yes; and two hundred and 
forty members of this House find it impossible to 
keep one member, (Mr. Wise,) in order. 


The ayes and nays ‘were taken on call; and there 


appeared for the call 23, against it 114. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, from the joint committee, 
appointed to wait on the President, and inform him 
that, unless he may have further communication. to: 


make to Congress, the two Houses are about to: 


close the present session by an adjournment, re~ 
ported that the committee had discharged the du- 
ties imposed upon them; that the President -an~ 
swered ihathe had no further communication to 
make; and that he wished the members a safe Te- 
turn their homes and familirs 

And then, at 12 o’clock at ‘night, a motion was 
made that the House adjourn. 


And the question being put, it passed in the af- 


firmative. 

A motion to adjourn having been made, the 
Hon. R. M. T. HUNTER, Speaker, rose and 
addressed the House as follows: + 


GENTLEMEN: Itis with the deepest sensibility 
that I rise to return you my grateful acknowledge 


ments forall of your kindness, ere I perform the. 


last official act which is tọ separate so maay of-us,. 
perhaps forever. [fit isno light thing, under any 


circumstaners, to break up long standing . assdcia- 


tions, how much graver must be the emotions with. 
which we part from those wh» met us in confi- 
dence, and take leave of us in kindses:? 


A consciousness cf my own deficiencies fotees 
me to attribute much of the high compliment 
which you have offered me, to that ‘courtesy which 
relieves and-softens our intercourse in the various 
relations of secial and official. life. 
not, at the same time, ascribe it, in part, 
sense of the motives by which I have. been go. 
ed in the discharge of the duties of -my offi: et: AGE 
have not done all hatan ableman would have. ef: 


Mr. STANLY said he had no objection, if the. 


" 
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iheir foundations. But while. this body - shall 
“continue to be what by its framers it was designed 
to be—déliberative in ils character,unbiassed in its 
course, and independent in its action—then may li 
berty be regarded as entrenched in safety behind 
the sacred’ ramparts of the Constitution. 

“While I occupy this chair, Senators, I shallhave 


frequent occasion to invoke your indulgence for. 


“my defects, and your charity for my errors, Tam 
but’ little’skilled in parliamentary law, and have 

‘Been. unused to preside over deliberative assem- 
blies.. All that I can urge in excuse for my defects 
is, that I bring with me to this chair an earnest wish 
to discharge properly its duties, anda fixed deter- 
mination to. preside over your deliberations with 
entire’ impartiality. 


“Mr, CLAY of Kentucky presented the creden- 
tials ‘of the Hon. James P. Mooreneap, elected by 
the Legislature of Kentucky a Senator from that 
State for six years from the 4th of March instant, 
which were read. ` 

” Mr. MOOREHEAD was then qualified, and took 
his seat in the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. KING, the names of the Se- 

nators whose credentials have been heretofore read, 
were called over for the purpose of being qualified, 
and Mr. BATES of Massachusetts, Mr. CLAY- 
TON of Delaware, Mr. FULTON of Arkansas, 
” Mr.BERRIEN of Georgia, Mr. MANGUM of 
“North Carolina, Mr; MAGROBERTS of Illinois, 
‘Mi. SIMMONS of Rhode Island, Mr. WOOD- 
BURY of New Hampshire, Mr. BARROW cf 
Louisiana, Mr. CALHOUN. of South Carolina, 
Mr. WALKER of Mississippi, Mr. MILLER of 
New Jersey, Mr. EVANS of Maine, and Mr. 
WOODBRIDGE of Michigan, severally took the 
-oath prescribed by the Constitution of the United 
States, 

General WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON, 
President of the United States elect, then entered 
the Senate chamber with the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, and was conducted to the seat assigned 
‘for him, immediately in front of the Secretary’s 
table. : : ; 

-` At twelve: o’clock, those assembled on the floor 
of the Senate proceeded to the eastern portico of 
‘the Capitol, in the following order: P 

i The Marshal of the District of Columbia; 

The Supreme Court of the United States; 

The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate; 

‘Phe Committee of Arrangemenis; 

The President elect, the Vice President, and Se- 
cretary of the Senate; 

‘Lhe Members of the Senate; 

The Diplomatic corps; 

The Mayors of Washington, Georgetown, and 
Alexandria, and the other persons admitted to the 
floor of the Senate. : 

On reaching tbe portico, the President elect 
and Chief Justice Taney were conducted to 
seats in front of a large platform erected for 
the purpose, and those who followed in the proces- 
sion having taken their seats, the President elect 
rose and delivered the following 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 

Called from a retirement which [ had supposed 
was to continue for the residue of my life, to fill 
the Chief Executive office of this great and free na- 
tion, I appear before you, fellow-citizens, to take 
the oaths which the Constitution preseribes, as a 
necessary qualification for the performance of its 
duties. And in obedience to a custom coeval with 
our Government, and what I believe to be your ex- 
pectations, I proceed to present to you .a.summary 

. of tha principles which will govern me, in the dis- 
eharge of the duties which I shall be called upon to 
perform. ` f 

It was tbe'remark of a Roman Consul, in an 


early period. of that celebrated Republic, that a | 


most striking contrast was observable in the con- 
duct of .candidates for offices of power and trust, 
before and after obtaining them—they seldom car- 
rying outin the latter case the pledges and promises 
made in the former. - However much the world 


may have improved, in many respects, in the lapse 
of upwards of two thousand years since the remark 
was made by the virtuous and indignant Roman, 
I fear that-a strict examination of the annals of 
some of the modern elective Governments, would 
develope similar instances of violated confidence. 

Although the fiat of the people has gone forth, 
proclaiming me the Chief Magistrate of. this glo- 
rious Union, nothing upon their part remaining to 
be done, it may be thought that a motive may exist 
to keep up the delusion under which they may be 
supposed to have acted in relation to my principles 
and opinions; and perhaps there may be some in 
this assembly who have come here either prepared 
to condemn those I shall now deliver, or, approving 
them, to doubt the sincerity with which they are 
uttered. But the lapse of a few months will con- 
firm or dispel their fears. The outline of principles 
to govern, and measures to be adopted, by an Ad- 
ministration not yet begun, will soon be exchanged 
for immutable history; and I shall stand, either 
exonerated by my countrymen, or classed with the 
mass of these who promised that they might de- 
ceive, and flattered with the intention to betray. 

However strong may be my present purpose to 
realize the expeclations of a magnanimous and 
confiding people, I too well understand the infirmi- 
ties of human nature, and the. dangerous tempta- 
tioas to which I shall be exposed, from the magni. 
tude of the power which it has been the pleasure of 
the people to commit to my hands, not to place my 
chief confidence upon the aid of that Almighty Pow- 
er which has hitherto protected me, and enabled 
me to bring to favorable issues other important, but 
still greatly Inferior trusts, heretofore confided to 
me by my country. : 

The broad foundation upon which our Constitu- 
tions rests, being. the people—a breath. of th-irs 
having made, as a breath can unmake, change, or 
modify it—it can be assigned to none of the great 
divisions of Government but to that of Democra- 
cy. . If such is ils theory, those who are called up» 
on to administer it must recognise, as its leading 
principle, the duty of shaping their measures so as 
to produce the greatest good to the greatest number. 
But, with these broad admissions, if we would 
compare the sovereignty acknowledged to exist in 
the mass of our people with the power claimed by 
other sovereignties, even by those which have been 
considered most purely Democratic, we shall find a 
most essential difference. All others lay claim to 
power limited only by their own will. The majori- 
ty of our citizens, on the contrary, possessa so- 
vereignty with anamount of power precisely equal 
to that which has been granted to them by the par- 
ties ty the national compact, and nothing beyond. 
We admit of no Government by Divine right—be- 
lieving that, so far as power is concagned, the bene- 
ficient Creator has made no distinction amongst 
men, that all are upon an equality, and that the on- 
ly legitimate right to-govern is an express grant of 
power from the governed. The Constitution of 


the United States is the instrument containing this’ 


grant of power to the several departments com- 
posing. the Government. On an examination 
of that instrument, it will be found to contain de- 
clarations of power granted, and of power with- 
held. The latter is also susceptible of division, in- 
to power which the majority had the right to grant, 
but which they did not think proper to intrust to 
their agents, and that which they could not have 
granted, not being possessed by themselves. In 
other words, there are certa'n rights possessed by 
each individual American citizen, which, in his 
compact with the others, he has never surrender- 
ed. Some of them, indezd, he is unable to sur- 
render, being, in the language of our system, una- 
lienable. 

The boasted privilege of a Roman citizen was to 
him a shield only against a petty provincial ruler, 
whilstthe proud democrat of Athens could console 
himself under a sentence of death, for a supposed 
violation of the national faith,wbich no one under- 
stood, and which at. times was the subject of the 
mockery. of all, or of. banishment from his home, 
his family, and his country, with or without an al- 
leged cause; that it was the act, not of a single ty- 
rant, or hated aristocracy, but- of his assembled 


countrymen. Far different isthe power of our soye- 


seen = wats. = 


reignty. It can-iuterfere with no one’s faith, 
prescribe ferms of worship for no one's observance, 
inflict no punishment- but after well ascertained 
guilt, the result of investigation under rules pre- 
scribed by the Constitution itself. These precious 
privileges, and those scarcely less important, of 
giving expression to his thoughts and opinions, 
either by writing or speaking, unrestrained but by 
the liability for injury to others, and: that of a full 
participation in all the advantages which flow from 
the Government, the acknowledged property of all, 
the American citizen derives from no charter granted 
by his fellow man. He claims them because he is 
himself a man, fashioned by the same Almighty 
hand as the rest of his species, and entitled to a full 
share of the blessings with which he has. endowed 
them. 

Notwithstanding the limited sovereignty pos- 
sessed by the people of the United States, and the 
restricted grant of power to the Government which 
they have edopted, enough has been given to ac- 


‘complish all the objects for which it was created. 


It has been found powerful in war, and hitherto, 

justice has been administered, an intimate union 

effected, domestic tranquillity preserved, and per- 
sonal liberty secured to the citizen. As was to be 

expected, however, from the defect of language, 

and the necessarily sententious manner in whieh 

the Constitution is written, disputes have arisen as 

to the amount ef power which it has actually 

granted, or was intended to grant. .This is more 

particularly. the case in relation to that part of the 

instrument which treats of the legislative branch. 

And not only as regards the exercise of powers 
claimed under a general clatse, giving that body 

the authority to pass all laws necessary to carry 

into effect the specified powers, but in relation to 

the latter also, It is, however, consolatory to re- 
flect, that most of the instances of alleged depar- 
ture from the letter or spirit of the Constitution, 

have ultimately received the sanction of a majority . 
of the people. -And the fact, that many of our 

statesmen, most distinguished for talent and patrio- 

tism, have been, at one time or other of their po- 
litical career, on both sides of each of the most 
warmly disputed questions, forces upon us the in- 
ference that the errors,if errors there were, are 

attributable to the intrinsic difficulty, in many in- 

stances, of ascertaining the intentions of the framers 

of the Constitution, rather than the influence of 
any sinister or unpatriotic motive. 

But the great danger to our institutions does not 
appear io me to be in a usurpation, by the Govern- 
ment, of power not granted by the people, but by 
the accumulation, in one of the departments, of 
that which was assigned to others. Limited as are 
the powers which have been granted, still enough 
have been granted to constitute a despotism, if con- 
centiated in one of the departments. This danger 
is greatly heightened, as it has been always obser- 
vable that men are Jess jealous of encroachments 
of one department upon another, than upon their 
own reserved rights. ai 

When the Constitution of the United States first 
came from the hands of the Convention which 
formed it, many of the sternest republicans of the 
day were alarmed at the extent of the power which 
had been granted to the Federal Government, and 
more particularly of that portion which had been 
assigned to the Executive branch. There were in 
it features which appeared not to be in harmony 
with their ideas of a simple representative Demo- 
craey, or Republic. And knowing the tendency of 
power to increase itself, particularly when exer- 
cised by a single individual, predictions were made 
that, at no very remote period, the Government 
would terminate in virtual monarchy. It would 
not become me to say that the fears of these patri- 
ots have been already realized. But, as I sin- 
cerely believe, that the tendency of measures, and 
ef men’s opinions, for some years past, has been in 
that direction, it is, I concenve, strictly proper that 
I should take this occasion to repeat ihe asstrances 
I have heretofore given of my determination to ar- 
rest the progress of that tendency, if it really exists, 
and restore the Government to its pristine health 
and vigor, as far as this can be effected by any 
legitimate exercise of the power placed in my hands, 

I proceed. to state, in as summary a manner as-I 
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can, my opinion of the sources of the evils which 
have been so'extessively complained of, and the 
correctives which may be applied. Some of the 
former are unquestionably to be found in the de- 
fects of the Constitution; others, in my judgment, 
äre attributable toa misconsiruction of some of its 
provisions. Of the former is the eligibility of the 
same individual to a second term of the Presidency. 
The sagacious mind of Mr. Jefferson early saw 
and lamented this error, and attempts have been 
made, hitherto without success, to apply the amen- 
datory power of the States to its correction. 

As, however, one mode of correction is in the 
power of every President, and consequently in 
mine, it would be useless, and perhaps invidious, 
to enumerate the evils of which, in the opinion of 
our ‘fellow-citizens, this error of the sages who 
framed the Constitution may have been the source, 
and the bitter fruits which we are still to gather 
from it, if it continues to disfigure our system. It 
may be observed, however, as a general remark, 
that Republics can commit no greater error than to 
adopt or continue any feature in their systems of 
government which may be calculated to create or 
increase the love of power, in the bosoms of those 
to-whom necessity obliges them to commit the ma- 
nagement of their affairs. And,surely, nothing is 
more likely to prodace such a state of mind than 
the long continuance of an office of high trust. 
Nothing can be more corrupting, nothing more de- 
structive of all those noble feelings which belong 
to the character of a devoted republican patriot. 
When this corrupting passion once takes possession 
of the human mind, like the love of gold, it be- 
comes insatiable. It is the never-dying worm in 
his bosom, grows with his growtb, and strengthens 
with the declining years of its victim. ~ If this is 
irue, it is the part of wisdom for a republic to limit 
the service of that officer, at least, to whom she has 
intrusted the management of her foreign relations, 
the execution of her laws, and the command of her 
armies and navies, to a period so short as to pre- 
vent his forgetting that he is the accountable agent, 
not the principal—the servant, not the master. Un- 
til an amendment of the Constitution can be effect- 
ed, public opinion may secure the desired object. 
I give my aid to it, by renewing the pledge hereto- 
fore given, that, under no circumstances, will I 
consent to serve a second term.” 

But if there is danger to public liberty from the 
acknowledged defects of the Constitution, in the 
want of limit to the continuance of the Executive 
power in the same hands, there is, I apprehend, not 
much less from a misconstruction of that instru- 
ment, as it regards the powers actually given. I 
cannot conceive that, by a fair construction, any or 
either of its provisions would be found to consti- 
tute the President a part of the legislative power. 
It cannot be claimed from the power to recom- 
mend, since, although enjoined as a duty upon 
him, itis a privilege which he holds in common 
with every other citizen. And although there may 
be something more of confidence in the propriety 
of the measures recommended in the one case than 
in the other, in the obligations of ultimate deci- 
sion there can be no difference. In the language 
of the Constitution, “all the legislative powers” 
which it grants “are vested in the Congress of the 
United S'ates.” It would be a solecism in lan- 
guage to say that any portion of these is not in- 
cluded in the whole. 

It may be said, indced, that the Constitution has 
given to the Executive the power to annul the acts 
of the legislative body, by refusing to them his as- 
sent. So & similar power has necessarily resulted 
from that instrument to the Judiciary; and yet the 
Judiciary forms no part of the Legislature. There 
is, it is true, this difference between these grants of 

ower. Tne Executive can put his negative upon 
the acts of the Legislature for other cause than that 
of want of conformity to the Constitution, whilst 
the Judiciary can enly declare void those which 
violate that instrument. Bat the decision of the 
Judiciary is final m such a case, whereas, in every 
instance where the veto of the Executive is applied, 
it may be cvercome by a vote of two-thirds of both 
Hlouses of Congress. The negative upon the acts 
of the Legislative by the Executive authority, and 
that in the hands of one individual, would seem to 


be an incongruity in our system. Like some others 
of a similar character, however, it appears to be 


highly expedient; and if used only with the for- 


bearance, and in the spirit which was intended by 
its authors, it may be productive of great good, and 
be found one of the best safeguards to the Union. 
At the period of the formation of the Constitution, 
the principle does not appear to have enjoyed much 
favor in the State Governments. It existed but in 
two; and in one of these there was a plural Execu- 
tive. If we would search for the motives which 
operated upon the purely patriotic and eńlightened 
assembly which framed the Constitution, for the 
adoption of a provision so apparently repugnant to 
the leading Democratic principle that the majority 
should govern, we must reject the idea that they 
anticipated from it any benefit to the ovdinary 
course of legislation. ‘Fhey knew too well the high 
degree of intelligence which existed among the 
people, and the enlightened character of the State 
Legislatures, not to have the fullest confidence that 
the two bodies elected by them would be worthy 
representatives of such constituents, and, of course, 
that they would require no aid in conceiving and 
maturing the measures which the circumstances of 
the country might require; aad it is preposterous 
to suppose that a thought could for a moment have 
been entertained that the President, placed at the 
capital, in the centre of the country, could betier 
understand the wants and wishes of the people than 
their own immediate representatives, who spend a 
part of every year among them, living with them, 
often laboring with them, and bound to them by the 
triple tie of interest, duty, and affection. ‘To as- 
sist or control Congress, then, in its ordinary legis- 
lation; could not, I conceive, have been the motive 
for conferring the veto power on the President. 
This argumeut acquires additional force from the 
fact of its never having been thus used by the first 
six Presidents; and two of them were members of 
the convention, one presiding over its deliberations, 
and the other having a larger share in consum- 
mating the labors of that august body than any 
other person. But if bills were never returned to 
Congress by either of the Presidents above referred 
to, upon the ground of their being inexpedient, or 
not as well adapted as they might be to the wants 
of the people, the veto was applied upon that of 
want of conformity to the Constitution, or because 
errors had been committed from a too hasty enact- 
ment. 

There is another ground for the adoption of the 
veto principle, which had probably more influence 
in recommending it to the Convention than any 
other. I refer to the security which it gives to the 
just end equitable action of the Legislature upon 
all parts of the Union. It could not but have cc- 
curred to the Convention that, in a country so ex- 
tensive, embracing so great a variety of soil and 
climate, and, consequently, of products, and which, 
from the same causes, must ever exhibit a great 
difference ia the amount of the population of its 
various sections, calling for a great diversity in the 
employments of the people, that the legislation of 
the majority might not always justly regard the 
rights and interests of the minority—and that acts 
of this character might be passed, under an ex- 
press grant by the words of the Constitution, and, 
therefore, not within the competency of the judi- 
ciary to declare void; that, however enlightened and 
patriotic they might suppose, from past experience, 
the members of Congress might be, and however 
largely partaking in the general of the liberal feel- 
ings of the people, it was impossible to expect that 
bodies so constituted should not sometimes be con- 
trolled by local interests and sectional feelings. It 
was proper, therefore, to provide some umpire, 
from whose situation and mode of appointment 
more independence and freedom from such infla- 
ences might beexpected. Sacha one was afforded 
by the Executive Department, constituted by the 
Constitution. A person elected to that hizh office, 
having his constituents in every section, State, and 
subdivision of the Union, must -consider himself 
bound by the most solemn sanc ions to guard, pro- 
tect, and defend the rights of. all, and of every 
portion, great or small, from the injustice and op- 
pression of “the rest. I consider the veto power, 


therefore, given by the Constitution to the Execu- 


tive of the United States solely as a conservative 
power, to be be used only, 
stitution from violation; Qdly, the people from the 
effects of hasty legislation, where ‘their will has 
been prabably disregarded or not well ‘understood; 


and, 3dly, to prevent the effects of combinations: 


viclative of the right of minorities. ‘In reference 
to the second of these objects, I may observe, shat 
I consider it the right and privilege of the people to 
decide disputed points of the Constitution, arising 
from tbe general grant of power to Congress -tó 
carry into effect the powers expressly given. And 
I believe, with Mr. Madison, “that repeated recog- 
nitions, under varied circumstances, in acts of the 
Legislative, Executive, and Judicial branches of 
the Government, accompanied by indications in 
different modes of the concurrence of the general 
will of the nation, as affording to the President suf- 
ficient authority for his considering such disputed 
points as settled.” 

. Upwards of half a century has elapsed since the 
adoption of our present form of Government. It 
would be an object more highly desirable than the 


Ist, tò protect the-Con- © 


gratification of the curiosity of speculative states- ` 


men, if its precise situation could be ascertained, a 
fair exhibit made of the operations of each of its 
Departments, of the powers which they respective- 
ly claim and exercise, of the collisions which 
have occurred between them, or between the whole 
Government and thosé of the States, or: either of 
them. We could then compare our. actual condi- 
tion, after fifty years’ trial of our system, with 
what it wasin the commencementof its operations, 
and ascertain whether the predictions of the pa- 
triots who opposed its adoption, or the confident 
hopes of its advocates, have been best realized, 


The great dread of the former scems to have been, 


that the reserved powers of the States Would be 
absorbed by those of the Federal. Government, 
and a consolidated power established, leaving to 
the States the shadow, only, of that independent 
action for which they had so zealously contended, 
and on the preservation of which they relied as the 
last hope of liberty. Without denying that the 
result to which they looked with so much appre- 
hension isin the way of being realized, itis ob- 
vious that they did not clearly see she mode Of its 
accomplishment. The General Government. has 
seized upon none of the 
States. As far as any open warfare may have 
gone, the State authorities have amply maintained 
their rights. To a casual observer, our system 
presents no appearance of discord between the 
diferent members which compose it. Even the 
addition of many new ones has produced no jar- 
ring. They move in their respective orbits in 
perfect harmony with the central head, and with 
each other. But there is still an’ under current at 


. work, by which, if not seasonably: checked, the 


worst apprehensions of our anti-federal patriots 
will be realized. And not only will the State au- 
thorities be overshadowed by the great increase of 
power in the Executive Department of the General 
Government, but the character of that Govern- 
ment, if not its designation, be essentially and radi- 
cally changed. This state of things has been in 
part effected by causes inherent in the Constiu- 
tion, and in part by the never-failing tendeney, of 
political power to increase itself. By making the 
President the sole distributor ef all the patronage 
of the Government, the framers of the Constitution 
do not appear to have anticipated at how short: a 
period it would become a formidable instrument to 
control the free operations of the State Govern- 
ments. Of trifling importance at first, 1t had, early 
in Mr. Jefferson’s administration, become so 
powerful as to create great alarm ‘in. the mind 
of that patriot, from the potent influence it 
might exert in controlling” the freedom of the 
elective franchise. If such could. have then 
been the effeets of its influence, how much greater 
must be the danger at this time, quadrupled in 
amount, as it certainly is, and more completely un- 
der ihe control of the Executive will, tban their 
construction of their powers allowed, or ‘the 
forbearing characters of all the early Presi 
dents permitted them to make? Bat it is. not 
py the extent of ils patronage alone that the 


Executive’ Department has become dangerous, 


reserved rights of the- 


‘ 


“but by the use which it appears may be made of 
the.appointing power, to bring under its control the 
whole revenue of the country. The Constitution 

- has declared it to be the duty of the President to 

see that the laws are executed; and it makes him 


the Commander-in Chief of, the armies and navy ` 


_of the, United States, 
‘approved writers upon that species of mixed Gô- 
vernment, which, in modern Europe, is termed 
monarchy, in .contradistinction to despotism, is cor- 
Tect, there. was wanting no other addition to. the 
powers‘of our Chief Magistrate to stamp a mo- 
‘harchical character on our Government,but ihe eon- 
tfol of the pubhe finances. And to me it appears 
strange, indeed, that any one should doubt that the 
‘entire control which the President possesses over 
the officers who have the custody of the public 
money, by the power of removal with or without 
cause, does, for all mischievous purposes at least, 
virtually subject the treasure also to his disposal. 
The first Roman Emseror, in his attempt to seize 
the sacred treasure, silenced the opposition of the 
officer’ to whose charge it had been commiited, 
by.a significant allusion to his sword. By a. selec- 
tion. of political instruments for the care of the 


Ifthe opinion of the most. 


public money, a reference to their commissions by - 


a President, would be quite as effectual an argu- 


ment as that of Cæsar to the Roman knight. Iam 
not insensible of the great difficulty that exists in 
„devising a proper plan for the safe keeping and dis- 
bursement of the public revenues, and I know the 
importance which has been attached by men of 
great abilities and patriotism to the divorce, as it is 
called, of the Treasury from the banking institu- 
tions, It is not the divorce which is complained 
of, bat the unhallowed union of the Treasury with 
the Executive Department which has created such 
extensive alarm. To this danger to our Republi- 
can institutions, and that created by the influence 
given to the Executive through the instrumentality 
‘of the Federal officers, I propose to apply all the 
remedies. which may be at my command. It was 
certainly a great error in the framers of the Consti- 
stution, not to have made the cfficer at the head of 
the Treasury Department entirely independent of 
the Executive. He should at least have been re- 
movable only upon the demand of the popular 
branch of the Legislature. I have determined ne- 


ver to remove a Secretary of the Treasury without j 


communicating all the circumstances attending 

_ Steh ‘removal to. both Houses of Congress. The 

~ influence of the Executive in controlling the free- 
dom of. the elective franchise through the medium 
of. the public-offieers can be effectually checked by 
renewing the prohibition published by Mr. Jeffer- 
son, forbidding their interference in elections fur- 
ther than giving their own votes; and their own in- 

. dependence secured by an assurance of perfect im- 
munity, in exercising this sacred privilege of free- 
men. under the dictates of their own unbiased 
judgments. Never, with my consent, shall an of- 
ficer.of the people; compensated for his services 
out of their pockets, become the pliant instrument 
of Executive will. 

There is no. part of the means placed in the 
hands of the Exeeutive which might be used with 
greater effect, for unhallowed purposes, than. the 
control of the public press. The maxim which 
our ancestors: derived from the mother country, 
that “the freedom of the press is the great bulwark 
of civil and religious liberty,” is one of the most 
precious legacies which they have left us. We 
have learned, t10, from our.own as well as the ex- 
perience of other countries, that golden shackles, 
by whomsoever or by whatever pretence imposed, 
are.as fatal to it as the iron bonds. of despotism, 
The presses in the necessary employment of the Go- 


vernment should never be used “to clear the- 


„guilty, or to varnish crimes.” A deeent-and manly 
examination of the acts of the Government should 
be-wot. only tolerated but encouraged. 

Unon-another occasion I have given my opinion, 

me- length, upon the impropriety of Execu- 

te interference in the legislation of Congress, 

That the article-in. the Constitution making it the 

duty of the President to communicate information, 

and authorizing him fo- recommend measures, was 
not intended to make him. the source of legislation, 
and, in particular, that -he ‘should never be looked 


Rirtneennnnrrn 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


to for schemes of finance. It would be very strange, 
indeed, that the Constitution should have strictly 


-forbidden one branch of the Legislature from 


interfering’ in the origination of such bills, and 
that it should be considered proper that an alto- 
gether different department of the Government 
should be permitted to do so. Some of our best 
political maxims and opinions have been, drawn 
from our parent Isle.. There are others, however, 
which cannot be introduced in our system without 
singular incongruity, and the production of much 
mischief., And this I conceive to be one. No mat- 
ter in which of the Houses of Parliament a bill 
may originate, nor by whom introduced, a minis- 
ter, or a member of the opposition, by the fiction of 
law, or rather of constitutional principle, the sove- 
reign issupposed to have prepared it agreeably to 
his will, and then submitted it to Parliament for 
their advice and consent. Now, the very reverse 
is the case here, not only with regard to the princi- 
ple, but the forms prescribed by the Constitution. 
The principle certainly assigns to the only body 
constituted by the Constitution (the legislative 
body,) the power to make laws, and-the forms 
even direct that the enactment should be ascribed 
to them. The Senate, in relation to revenue bills, 
have the right to propose amendments; and so has 
the Executive, by the power given him to return 
them to the House ‘of Representatives, with his ob- 
jections. It is in his power, also, to propose 
amendments to the existing revenue laws, suggest- 
ed by his observations upon their defective or inju- 
rious operation, But the delicate duty of devising 
schemes of revenue should be left where the Con- 
stitution has placed it—with the immediate’ repre- 
sentatives of the people. For similar reasons, the 
mode of keeping the public treasure should be pre- 
seribed by them; and the farther removed it may 
be from the control of the Executive, the more 
wholesome the arrangement, and the more in ac- 
cordance with Republican principle. 

Connected with this subject is the character of 


the currency: The idea of making it exclusively . 


metallic, however well intended, appears to me to 
be fraught with more fatal consequences than any 
other scheme, having no relation to the personal 
rights of the citizen, that has ever been devised. If 
any single scheme could produce the effect of ar- 
resting, at once, that mutation of condition by 
which thousands of our most indigent fellow-citi- 
zens, by their industry and enterprise, are raised to 
the possession of wealth, that is the one. If there 
is one measure better calculated than another- to 
produce that state of things so much deprecated by 
all true republicans, by which the rich are daily 
adding to their hoards, and the poor sinking deeper 
into penury, itis an exclusive metallic currency. 
Or if there is a process by which the character of 
the country for generosity and nobleness of feeling 
may be destroyed by the great increase and neces- 
sary toleration of usury, it is an exclusive metallic 
currency. ` 

Amongst the other duties of a delicate character 
which the. President is called upon’ to perform, is 
the supervision of the government. of the Territo- 
ries of the United States. Those.of them which are 
destined to become members of our great political 
family, are compensated by their rapid progress 
from infancy to manhood, for the partial and tem- 
porary deprivation of their political rights. It is 
in this District, only, where American citizens are 
to be found, who, under a settled system of policy, 
are deprived of many important political privileges, 
without any inspiring hope as to the furure. Their 
only consolation, under circumstances of such de- 
privation, is that of the devoted exterior guards of a 
camp—that their sufferings secure tranquillity and 
safety within... Are there any of their countrymen 


| who would subject: them to greater sacrifices, to 
„any other humiliations than those essentially neces- 


sary to ihe security of the object for which they 
were thus separated from their fellow-citizens? 
Are their rights alone not to be guarantied by the 
application of those great principles, upon . which 
all our Constitutions are founded? Weare told by 


“the greatest of British orators and Statesmen, that, 


at the commencement of the war. of the Revolu- 


tion, the most: stupid men in England. spoke of | 


“their American subjects.” Are there, indeed, 


citizens.of any. of -our States who have dreamed of 
their subjects in the. District of Columbia? Such 
dreams.can never be-realized by any agency of 
mine | nee i : 

The people of the District.of. Columbia are not 
the subjects of the people of the. States, but ‘free 
American citizens. Being ia the. latter condition 
when the Constitution was formed, no words used 
in that instrament could have-been. intended to de- 
prive them of that character. If there is any thing 
in the great.principles of unalienable rights, so em- 
phatically insisted upon in our Declaration of In» 
dependence, they could neither. make, nor the 
United States accept, a surrender of their liberties, 
and become the subjects, in other words, the slaves, 
of their former feilow-citizens. If this be true, 
and it will scarcely be denied by any one who has 
acorrectidea of his own rights as an American 
citizen, the grant to Congress of exclusive jurisdic- 
tion in the District of Columbia, can be inter- 
preted, so far as respects the aggregate people of 
the United States, as meaning nothing more than 
to allow to Congress the controlling power neces- 
sary to afford a free and. safe exercise of the func- 
tions assigned to the General Government by the 
Constitution. In all other respects, the legislation 
of Congress should be adapted to their peculiar po- 
sition and wants, and be conformable with their 
deliberate opinions of their own interesis. 

I have spoken of the necessity of keeping the re- 
spective Departments of the Government, as well 
as all the other authorilies of our country, within 
their appropriate orbits, This is a matter of diffi- 
culty in some cases, as the powers which they re- 
spectively claim are often not defined by very dis- 
tinct lines. Mischievous, however, in their tenden- 
cies, as collisions of this kind may be, those which 
arise between the respective communities, which 
for certain purposes compose one nation, are much 
more so; for no such nation can long exist without 
the careful culture of those feelings of confi- 
dence and . affection which are the effective 
bonds of union between free and confederated 
States. Strong as is the tie of interest, it has 
been often found. ineffectual. Men, blinded 
by their passions, have been known to adopt mea- 
sures for their country in direct opposition, to all the 
suggestions of policy. .The alternative, then, is, 


- to destroy or keep down a bad. passion by creating 


and fostering a good one; and this seems to be the 
corner stone upon which our American political 
architects have reared the fabric of our Govern- 
ment. ‘The cemeat which was to bind it, and per- 
petuate its existence, was the affectionate attach- 
ment between all its members. To insure the con- 
tinuance of this feeling, produced at first bya com- 
munity of dangers, of sufferings and of interests, 
the advantages of each were made accessible to all. 
No participation in “any good, possessed by any 
member of an extensive confederacy, except in do- 
mestic government, was withheld frouy the citizen 
of any. other member. By a process. attended 
with no difficulty, no delay, no. expense but.that of 
removal, the citizen of one might become the citis 
zen of any other, and successively of the whole. 
The lines, too, separating powers to b? exercised 
by the citizens of one Stat from those of another, 
seem to be so distinetly drawn as to leave no room 
fer misunderstanding. The citizens of each State 
unite in their persons all the privileges which that 
character confers, and all that they may claim as 
citizens of the United States; bat in no case can 
the same person, at the same time, act as the citi- 
zen of two separate States, and he is therefore posis 
tively precluded from any interference with the re 
served powers of any State but that of which he is, for 
the time being, a citizen. He may indeed. offer to 
the citizens of other States his advice as to. their 
management, and the form in which it is tendered 
is left to his own discretion and sense of propriety, 
It may be observed, however, that. organized as- 
sociations of citizens, requiring compliance with ° 
their wishes, too much resemble the recommenda: 
tions of Athens to her allies—supported byan arm- 
ed and powerful fleet. It was, indeed, to.thé. ambi- 
tion of the leading States. of Greeee to control the 
domestic concerns of the others, thatthe destruc- 
tion of. that celebrated confederacy, and subse» 
quently of all its:members, is mainly to. be attri» 
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buted. Avd it is owing to the absence of that 
spirit. that the Helvetic confederacy Ras for so ma- 
ny. years been. preserved. Never has there been 


seen in the institutions of the separate members of 


any confederacy more elements. of discord. In the 
principles and forms of government and religon, 
as well asin the circums ances of the several can- 
tons, so marked a discrepance was observable, as 
to promise any thing bat harmony ia their inter- 
course or permanency in their alliance. And yet, 
for ages, neither has been interrupted. Content 
with the positive benefits which their union pro- 
duced, with the independence and safety from fo- 
reign aggression which. it secured, these sagacious 
people. respected the institutions of each other, 
however repugnant to their own principles and pre- 
jadices. 

Our Confederacy, fellow-cit'zens, can only be 
preserved by the same forbearance. Our citizens 
must be content with the exercise of the powers 
with which the Constilu'ion clothes them. The at- 
tempt of those of one State to control the do- 
mestie institutions of another, can only result in 


feelings of distrust and jealousy, the certain hare 


bingers of disunion, violence, civil war, and the 
ultimate destruction of our free institutions, Our 
Confederacy is perfectly illustrated by the terms 
and principles governing a common copartnership. 
There a fund of power is to be exercised under 
the direction of the joint councils of the allied 
members, but that which has been reserved by the 
individual members is intangible to the common 
Government or the individual members composing 
ite. To attempt it finds no support in the principles 
of our Constitution. It should be our consiant 
and earnest endeavor mutually to cultivate a spirit 
of concord and harmony among the various parts 
of our Confederacy. Experience has abundantly 
taught us that the agitation: by citizens of one part 
of the Union of a subject not confided to the Gene- 
ral Government, but exclusively under the guar- 
-dianship of the local authorities, is productive of no 
other consequences than bitterness, alienation, dis- 
cord, and injury to the very cause which is in- 
tended to be advanced. Ofall the great interests 
which appertain to our country, that of union, 
cordial, confiding, fraternal union, is by far the 
most important, since it is the only true and sure 
guarantee of all others. 
"In consequence of the embarrassed state of busi- 
ness and ihe currency, some of the States may 
meet with difficulty in their financial concerns. 
However deeply we may regret any thing impru- 
dent or excessive inthe engagements into which 
States: have enteréd for purposes of their own, it 
does not become us. to disparage the Slate Go- 
vernments, nor to discourage them from making 
proper efforts for their own relief; on the contrary, 
itisour duty to encourage them, to the extent of 
our constitutional authority, to apply their best 
means, and cheerfully to make all necessary sacri- 
fices, and submit to all necessary burdens to fulfil 
their engagements and maintain their credit; for 
the character and credit of the several States form 
part of the character and credit of the whole coun- 
try. ‘The resources of the country are abundant, 
the enterprise and activity of eur people proverbial; 
and we may well hope that wise legislation and 
prudent administration, by the respective Govern- 
ments, each acting within its own sphere, will re- 
store former prosperity. 

Uupleasant and even dangerous as collisions may 
sometimes be, hetween the constituted authorities or 
the citizens of our country, in relation to the lines 
which separate their respective jurisdictions, the 
results can be of no vital injury to our institutions, 
if that ardent patriotism, that devoted attachment 
to liberty, that spirit of moderation and forbear- 
ance, for which cur countrymen were once distin- 
guished, continue to be cherished. If this conti- 
nues to be the ruling passion of our souls, ihe 
weaker feelings of the. mistaken enthusiast will be 
corrected, the Eutopian dreams of the scheming po- 
litician dissipated, and the complicated intrigues of 
the demagogue rendered harmless. The spirit of 
liberty is the sovereign baim for every injury which 
our insti‘utions may receive. On the contrary, no 
care that can be used in the construction of our 
GovernMen, ny uivisivn of powers, no distribution 


of checks in its several departments, will prove ef- 
fectual to keep us a free’ people, if this. spirit is 
suffered to decay—and decay it will, without con- 
stant nurture. To the neglect of this duty, the 
best historians agree in attributing the ruin of ail 
the Republics with whose existence and fall 
their writings have made us acquainted. The 
same causes will ever produce the same ef- 
fects; and as long as the love of power is a-do- 
minant passion of the human bosom, and as long as 
the understandings of men can be warped and 
their affections changed by operaticns upon their 
passions and prejudices, so long will the liberty of 
a people depend en their own constant attention to 
its preservation. The danger to all well established 
free Governments arises from tbe unwillingness of 
the people to believe in its existence, or from the 
influence of designing men, diverting their atten- 
tion from the quarter whence it approaches, to a 
source from which it can never come. This is the 
old trick of those who would usurp. the Govern- 
ment of their country. In the name of Demo- 
cracy they speak, warning the - people against the 
influence of wealth and the danger of aristocracy. 
History, ancient and modern, is full of such ex- 
examples. Cæsar became the master of the Ro- 
man people and the Senate under the pretence of 
supporting the Democratic claims of the former 
against the aristocracy of the latter; Cromweli, in 
the character of protector of the liberties of the peo- 
ple, became the dictator of England; and Bolivar 


possessed himself of unlimited power, with the 
` title of his country’s Liberator. There is, on the 


contrary, no single instance on record of an exten- 
sive and well established Republic being changed 
jnto an aristocracy. The tendencies of all such 
Governments in their decline is to monarchy; and 
the antagonist principle to liberty there is the 
spirit of faction—a spirit which assumes the cha- 
racter, and, in times of great excitement, imposes 
itself upon the people as the genuine spirit of 
freedom, and like the false Christs whose coming 
was foretold by the Saviour, seeks to, and were it 
possible would, impose upon the true and most 
faithful disciples of liberty. It is in periods like this 
that it behooves the people to be most watchful of 
those to whom they have intrusted power. And 
although there is at times much difficulty in dis- 
tinguishing the. false from.tbe true spirit, a calm 
and dispassionate inwestigation will detect the 
counterfeit as well by the character of its operations, 
as the results that are produced. The true spirit of 
liberty, although devoted, persevering, bold, and un- 
compromising in principle, that secured, is mild and 
tolerant and scrupulousas to the means it employs; 


liberty, is harsh, vindictive, and intolerant, and to- 
tally. reckless as to the character of the allies which 
it brings to the aid of its cause. When the genu- 
ine spirit of liberty animates the body of a people 
to a thorough examinaticn of their affairs, it leads 
to the excision of every exerescence which may 
have fastened itself upon any of the Departments 
of the Government, and restores the system to ts 
pristine health and beauty. But the reign of an 
intolerant spirit of party amongst a free people, 
seldom fails to result in a dangerous accession to 
the Executive power introduced and established 
amidst unusual professions of devotion to Deme- 
cracy. 

The foregoing remarks relate almost exclusively 
to matters connected with our domestic concerns. 
It may be proper, however, that I should give 
some indications to my fellow-citizens of my pro- 
posed course of conduct in the management of our 
foreign relations. I assure them, therefore, that it 
is my intention to use every means in my power to 
preserve the friendly intercourse which now so 
happily subsists with every foreign nation; and 
that, alihough, of course, not well informed as to 
the state of any pending negotiations with any of 
them, I see in the personal characters of the Sove- 
reigns, as well as-in the mutual interest. of our 
own and of the Governments with which our rela- 
tions are most intimate, a pleasing guarantee that 
the harmony se important to the interests of their 
subjects, as well as our eitizens, will not be inter- 
rupted by the advancement of any claim, or pre- 
tension gpon their part to which our honor would 


whilst the spirit of party, assuming to be that of © 


not permit us to yield. . Long the -defender -of my ` 
country’s tights in the field, T trust-that: my fellow- 
citizens will not see in my ‘earnest’ desire.to pre- 
serve -peace with foreign’ powers: any: indication 
that their rights will ever be sacrificed; or the-ho- 
nor of the nation tarnished, by any: admission: on 
the part of their Chief Magistrate unwořth 

their former glory. ; Da en ie 

In our intercourse with our Aboriginal neighbors 
the same liberality and justice, which marked the 
course prescribed to me by two of:my illustrious’ 
predecessors. when acting. under their direction in 
the discharge of the duties of Superintendent and 
Commissioner, shall be strictly observed.. Lean 
conceive of no more sublime spectacle—none more 
likely to propitiate an impartial and common Crea- 
tor, than a rigid adherence to the principles of jus- 
tice on the part of a powerful nation in its transac- 
tions with a weaker and uncivilized peopie, whom 
circumstances have placed at its disposal. 

Before concluding, fellow citizens, I must say 
something to you on the subject of the parties at 
this time existing in our country. To me itap- 
pears perfectly clear, that the interest of that coun- 
iry requires that the violence of the spirit by which 
those parties are at this time governed, must be 
greatly mitigated, if not entirely extinguished, or 
consequences will ensue which are appalling to be 
thought of, If parties in a Republic are necessary 
to secure a degree of vigilance. sufficient to keep 
the public functionaries within the bounds of law 
and duty, at. that point their usefulness ends»: Be- 
yond that, they become. destructive of. public vir- 
ture, the parents of a spirit antagonist to that of 
liberty, and, eventually, its inevitable conqueror. 
We have examples of Republics, where the love of 
country and of liberty, at one time, were the domi- 
narit passions of the whole mass of citizens. And 
yet, with the centinuance of the name and forms 
of free Government, not a vestige of these qualities 
remaining in the bosom of any one its citizens. It 
was the beautiful remark of a distingu:shed Eng- 
lish writer that “in the Roman Senate, Octavius 
had a party, and Antony a party, but the Com» 
monwealth had none.” Yet the Senate con- 
tinued to meet in the Temple of Liberty, to talk of 
the sacredness and beauty of the Commonwealth, 
and gaze at the statues,of the elder Brutus and of 
the Curtii and Decii. And the people assembletl 
in the forum, not as in the days of Camillus and 
the Scipios, to cast their free votes for annual ma- 
gistra'es or pass upon the acts of the Senate, but 
to receive from the hands of the leaders of the re- 
spective parties their share of the spoils, and to 
shout for one or the other as those collected in 
Gaul or Egypt and the Lesser Asia, would. furnish 
the larger'dividend. The spirit of liberty had fled, 
and, avoiding the abodes of civilized man, had 
sought protection in the wilds of Scythia or Scan- 
dinavia; and so, under the operation of the same 
causes and influences, it will fly from: our Capitol 
and our forums. A calamity so awful, not only to 
our country but to the world, must be deprecated 
by every patriot; and every tendency to a state of 
things likely to produce it immediately checked. 
Such a tendency has existed—does exist. Always . 
the friend of my countrymen, never their flatterer, 
it becomes my duty to say to them from this. high 
place to which their partiality bas exalted me, that 
there exists in the land a spirit hostile to their best 
interests—hostile to liberty itself. It is a spirit con- 
tracted in its views, selfish in its object. It looks 
to the aggrandisement of a few, evento the de- 
struction of the, interest of the whole. The 
entire remedy is with the psople. ‘Something, 
however, may be effected by the means which 
they have placed in my hands. It is union that 
we want, not of a party for the sake of that party, 
buta union of the whote country for the sake ‘of 
the whole country—for the defence of ils interests 
and its honor against foreign aggression, for the de- 
fence of those principles for which our ‘ancestors so 
gloriously contended. As far as it depends upon 
me, it sball be accomplished. All the influence 
that I possess, shallbe. exerted to prevent the for- 
mation at least of ar Executive party in the hails 
of the legislative body. 1 wish for the support of 
no member of that-body to any measure, of mine 
that does not satisfy his judgment and his sense of 
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duty .to those from whom he holds his appointment; 
nor any:confidence in advance from’ the people, 
but that asked for by Mr. Jefferson, “to give firm- - 
néss and effect to ihe legal administration of their 
affairs.” i j 

‘+. déem the present occasion: sufficiently im- 
portant.and solemn ‘to justify me-in expressing to 
my fellow-citizens a profound reverence for. the 
Christian- religion, and.a thorough conviction that 
sound morals, religious liberty; and a just sense of 

“religious responsibility, are essentially connected 
with all true and lasting happiness; and to that 
good Being who has blessed us by the gifts of 
civil and religious freedom, who watched over and 
prospered the labors of our fathers, and has hith- 
erto presented to us institutions for exceeding in 
excellence those of any other people, letus unite 
in-fervently commending. every interest of our be- 
loved country in all future time. 

The oath of office was then administered to the 
Present or THe Uniten States by Chief Jus- 
tice’ Taney, and the President concluded his inau- 
gural address as follows: 

Fellow-citizens: Being fully invested with thathigh 
office to which the partiality of my countrymen has 
called me, I now take an affectionate leave of you. 
You will bear with you to your homes the remem- 
brance of the pledge l have this day given to diz- 
charge allthe high duties of my exaited station, 
according to the. best of my ability; and I shall 
enter upon their performance with entire confi- 
dence in the support of a just generous people. 

On the conclusion of the address, the members 
of the Senate, preceded by the Vice President, Se- 
cretary, and Sergeant-at-arms, returned to the Se- 
nate chamber. 

Mr. BAYARD submitted. the following resolu 
tion: ao ; 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be pre- 
sented to the Hon. Wintam R. Kine, for the abi- 
‘Tity and impartiality with which he has discharged 
the duties of President pro tem. of the Senate, 

The resolution was considered and agreed to, 
unanimously. 

“Mr. MANGUM submitted the following resolu- 
tion for the consideration of the Senate; which lays 
over one day. 

_ Resolved, That Blair and Rives be dismissed as 
Printers of the Senate for the 27th Congress. 

Tbe Senate then adjourned until to-morrow at 
I2 o'clock. `, - 


— 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, March 5, 1841. 
Mr. MANGUM moved that the following reso- 
lution, which he offered yesterday, be now. taken 


up: 

P Resolved, That Blair and Rives be dismiss d as 
Printers of the Senate for the 27th Congress. 

Mr. ALLEN said, before that motion was pat, 
it appeared to him there was a preliminary ques- 
tion, on'which it became the duly of the Senate to 
pass; that is, whether it wasvin order to-entertain 
that resolution at this time, the Sefiate being in its 
Executive and not in its legislative capacity here. 
That resolution had for its object the undoing of 
that which the Senate did in ils:legislative charac- 
ter; and he therefore desired ‘that the preliminary 
question should be first settled, whether it was com- 
petent for the Senate, ia its character of an Exc- 
cutive Council to the President, (for that was then 
its character, and that alone,) to undo an act which 
it did in its legisiative character, as part of the law- 
making power. He desired to take thepleasure of 
the Senate on the question, whether it is in order 
now to entertan the motion to call this resolution 
up 

Pathe PRESIDENT said the point of order was 
involved in the motion to take up, and would be de- : 
cided by the Senate in the vote on that question. 

Mr. ALLEN then called for the ayes and noes 
on thé motion to take u p the resolution. 

Mr. CLAY of. Kentucky. Agreed. 

The ayés and noes were then ordered. ; 

Mr. CLAY of Kentacky wished to say a single 
word on this question of order. The Senate was 
there organized with its President at its head, and 
it might, therefore, do any thirg which a Senate 


~ 
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can do. The resolution proposed to be rescinded 
related to an officer elected by the Senate, and it 
could ‘no mote be asserted ‘that he was elected in 
their legislative than in their Executive capacity. 
He was elected as was their Doorkeeper, or their 
Sergeant-at-Arms, or any body else. The Senate 
was there, agreeably to the Constitution of the 
country, and it might do any thing which it was 
competent for a Senate to do, and it might appoint 
those officers whose agency was necessary to the 
discharge of the duties of the Senate. 


Mr. ALLEN said, it was difficult tosay whether 
the election of an officer was Executive or legisla- 
live in its character: properly speaking, it was 
neither. Buthere was an act done by the Senate 
whilst acting in its character of a branch of the le- 
gislative body. The proof of that fact was, that 
this body. was required, when sitting on Executive 
business, to sit with closed doors; and the election 
of this Printer took place with open doors. The 
election of this officer took place under circum- 
stances, and under a joint rule of the two Houses 
of Congress, which madeit the duty of the Senate 
of the United States to communicate the fact to 
the House of Representatives, then in session, 
that it had elected A B, or C D, to be the Pub- 
lic Printer for the body; and now when this body, 
asa branch of the National Legislature, acting 
under a joint rule of the two branches of the Go- 
vernment, has elected a public officer, whose du- 
ties are connected with both Houses of Congress— 
when they had done that with open doors, not in their 
Executive but in their legislative character—and, fur- 
thermore, when they had informed the House of Re- 
presentatives of this, could they now, when the 
House was disbanded, annul thisact, and bring the 
House here next year, totally ignorant uf the fact 
who is the Printer tothe Senate? If it were an 
Executive election, why was it not done with closed 
doors, when the rule, under which this body acts, 
requires that all Executive business shall be trans- 
acted with closed doors? He repeated* that, in it- 
self, the act was neither Executive nor legislative; 
and it derived its character of an Executive or le- 
gislative act, from the position the Senate assumed 
at the time the act was done; and that was either 
as to the publicity or secrecy with which the Senate 
sat. This was done asa legislative act, and, as 
such, they informed the other branch of Congress 
of the fact. ‘They had so acted, and it seemed tu 
him they might, with equal propriety, rescind 
every resolution which they had passed in their 
character of a legislative body. And as tothe as- 
sertion that this was a new Senate, he denied 
the fact. The argument so much relied on in this 
discussion, and on which so much logic and rea- 
soning had been wasted in opposition ta the elec- 
tion of these Printers, was untrue. There was no 
such thing as a new Senate known to the Consti- 
tution ef this Republic. They might as well 
speak of anew Supreme Court as of a new Se- 
nate. There was anew House of Represextatives, 
because the entire House expired at the expiration 
of the second year, and beeause the 4ih of March 
terminated the life of. that body. But not so the 
Senate. The Constitution replenishes that body 
every two yesrs, by the election of a class of Sena- 
tors, and thereby gives eternity to the duration of 
the body. There was no new, nor was there any 
old, Senate. The same Senate, therefore, which 
elected Blair and Rives, now, without charge or 
allegation, proposes to rescind the act; but he 
would not go into that. He again said the action 
of the Senate, on this election, was not with closed 
doors; their rules required all Executive action 
should be had with closed doors. This was not so 
had; and the circumstances of the act, which in 
itself was neither necessarily Exeeulive nor legisla- 
tive, compelled them to look to the éharacter they 
assumed at the time they did the act, in order to de- 
cide cn the character of the act itself. He had now 
done with this for the present. 

Mr. WRIGHT, before the question was taken, 
wished to know whether he had correctly under- 
stood the Senator from Kentucky to say that the 
Senate, with its President at its head, was compe- 
tent to do any act which a Senate of the United 
States can do? =. 

Mr. CLAY. Separate from the Houses 


Mr. WRIGHT., That wasa very important qua- 
lification; and it-remained then for the Senate to in- 
quire whether the Senate legisiatively can do any act 
when there is no House of Representatives organized 
and sitting; and when there is. none in existence. It 
seemed to him, then, they must come to the con- 
clusion that their powers there, whatever they 
might be, were those which pertain to the Execu- 
tive action of the Senate as a council of the Presi- 
dent in matiers of appointment. Though. he had 
not had time to examine this question, he asked 
Senators on all sides what had been the uniform 
practice of the Senate on questions of this sort; for 
every four years since the commencement of the 
Government there had been a special session, like 
the present. Had the Senate ever, at any session 
of that character, attempted to appoint even its 
Sergeant-at-arms or its Doorkeeper? . Since he had 
been a member of the body he did not believe they 
ever had; and, within his experience, he knew that, 
alihough the new Senate, if gentlemen were pleased 
to callit so, had had these special sessions, there 
never had been a question that those offices were 
vacant, and to be filled at the commencement of 
a legislative session. What were properly their 
powers, acting as an Executive council, under the 
Constitution? Could they originate any thing? 
Could they do any thing but to advise and consent, 
or dissent, on subjects laid before them by the Presi- 
dent of the United. States—to wit, nominations or 
treaties? And had the Senate ever attempted to do any 
thing else, whether with open or with closed doors? 
for that, he apprehended, was a mere matter of rule 
of the Senate. Well, what were their rules, then? 
He had never heard it pretended that the rules of 
the Senate are not perpetual from Congress to Con- 
gress, unless they were changed by the body. The 
rules were not now changed; and what then were 
they doing?’ Why, they were debating this matter 
in violation of their rules, and by their action were 
assuming to exercise legislative powers. He had 
expected, from the necessity of the case, that the 
very first motion this morning, after the Senate 
was constitutionally organized, would be to com- 
municate to the President that a quorum was pre- 
sent, and that they were ready to receive any com- 
munication from him that he might have to make; 
that they would then assume their Executive 
form, and, if their doors were thrown open, that it 
would be by order of the Senate, without assuming 
any other than an Executive form. These were 
the honest impressions of his mind. 


Mr. CLAYTON admitted, with the Senator from 
New York, [Mr. Wricur,] that the Senate then as- 
sembled there could do no legislative act; they were 
not sitting as the Congress of the United States, but 
on the summons of the President of the United 
States; but, having come there, they could perform 
any act which was necessary to organize that body 
~—they could do any act which a Senate can do, 
which did not require the action of the other House. 
For instance, if their President should be taken in, 
nobody doubted that they could elect a President 
protem.; and if their Secretary should be sick, was 
there any doubt that they had the power to appoint 
another Secretary at their pleasure? These offices, 
beyond all question, were held at the pleasure of 
the Senate, and the officers might be removed at the 
pleasure of the Senate. Itsdid not require the 
concurrence of the other House. It was an aet 
simply of the Senate for its organization. Now 
they found it necessary to go into the election of a 
Printer; but they were told the office was filled. 
With that he did not agree, He believed the act 
performed was‘ a nullity, and not consistent with 
the powers given them by the Constitution to ap- 
point their own officers; and therefore they could 
remove these Printers, and go into the election of 
other Printers. 


He confessed, however, he did not 
the form in which it was presented, and 
he should have liked it better, if it had 
come in another shape; but he would not now 
discuss that. There they were, organized under 
ihe summons of the President of the United States. 
This was not a legislative act which required the 
concurrence of the House of Representatives; it 
was a mere act of this body, and to deny that they 


like 
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had the power to do this act, was to deny that they 
were sitting as the Senate óf the United States. 
Mr. TAPPAN requested that the bond given 
by Messrs. Blair and Rives might be read. ` 
The Secretary accordingly read the bond. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he was scarcely ina . 


condition toarticulate, and. he should economise 
words'as much as possible. But as to the character 
of this bond, what'was it? It was a bond to do the 
duties of the office; butif the Printers went out the 
bond was vacated by the fact. The question was 
not, then, on the propriety of the dismissal of- these 
Printers; that question would come up when the 
resolution came up; but it was a question of order 


raised on the other side of the Senate, (by Mr. AL- 


LEN,) and re-echced on this side (by Mr. Waicnt) 
but not with a perfect coincidence. It was con- 
tended on one side that the Senate was a continuous, 
never-dying body, and on the other side it was said 
there was no House of Representatives. But in 
the true conten«plation of the Constitution, the Se- 
nate, and the House too, were supposed to be in ex- 
istenee; for if the S'ates had discharged their duties 
by the election of members, they were ready to 
form a House. The Senate and tre House were, 
in the contemplation of the Constitutidn, continuous 
bodies; they were not identical in the mem- 
bers that composed them, but he hoped that, 
though ‘theoretically always in existence, the 
acts and measures of the Senate would depend 
on the component members that constitute the 
body. By the Constitution the Senate had power, 
exclusively of the House, or the President, or any 
other authority; to elect its own officers. They 
said that their Printer was an officer; but be should 
not go over the arguments which had been urged 
with so much ability by his friend from Delaware, 
{Mr. Bayarp,] and which stood unanswered to that 
day, that these Printers were officers, and were, in 
fact, performing’ the duties of clerks, using: types 
instead of pens—that they were a part of the ma- 
chinery of the Senate which was requisite to the 
transaction of the duties of the Senate. Sappose 
the Printers were to die, or some other contingency 
should happen which should prevent the execution 
of their work, could not the Senate fill that effice? 
Could they not fill the office of Sergeant-at-Arms, 
which was then vacant? The case was tco clear for 
argament. The Senate then in session could do 
whatever it was competent for a Senate to do. But 
the areumentof the gentleman on the other side 
(Mr. Arten] was this; it is not a legislative func- 
tion to elect a Printer, nor was it Executive. Then 
what was it? Was ita judicial function? It was 
certainly much less a judicial than an Executive 
or a legislative function. Well,if it was neither 
legislative, Executive, nor judicial, he thought the 
argument of the gentleman on the other side ce- 
monstrated that it was not competent in the Senate 
to elect at all. But this hair-splitting, this divi- 
sion and subdivision of the capacities of the Se- 
nate, was not the question, They were a Senate, 
with all the powers of the Senate; they could not 
act, it was true, in their legislative character, but 
they were competent to perform what a Senate 
could do without the co-operation of the other 
House. 

Now let us sze what was done ata somewhat 
analogous period of their history. The Senator 
from New York thought they ought to meet in 
conclave, and pot in the presence of those who 
had done them the honor to attend their debates. 
‘Why, they had always met in open session, and, if 
they went into secret session, it was ona special 
motion. But he would call their attention to whst 
was done on the 9th of March, 1829. He then read 
from the journal of March 9, 1829, when the Se- 
nate were in Executive session, a resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. Benton to purchase Gales and Sea- 
ton’s Register of Debates. On the next day the re- 
solution was, on motion of Mr. Woopsury, laid 
on the table. 

On arriving at the name of Mr. Woopsury in 
the extract, he said he was happy to see that ho- 
norable Senator here, and he hoped, by his vote, 
he would recognise the validity of the proceedings. 
On the next day it was again taken'up, and then 
laid on the table—ayes 25, noes 15, 


There werea variety of other proceedings, run- |) 


Ring from day to day, recognising their power to 
transact the business of the Senate. And could they 
not identify and examine into the character of the 
of individuals to compose that body? He could rights 
refer to numerous instances in which it had been 
done to ascertain the right by which any man was 
sitting there as a Senator. 


assembly. Whatever related to their functions, 
whatever related to their composition, whatever re- 
lated to the discharge of their duties, and whatever 
was necessary to enable them to fulfil them, it was 
competent for them to determine; and whatever of- 
ficers were necessary and important, with all defe- 
rence for the opinion of the Senator. opposite, it 
was competent for the body to proceed to elect. 
He would detain the Senate no longer, for the rea- 
son he had before given—that he had not the pow- 
er of utterance. 


Mr. ALLEN said the Senator from Kentucky 
{Mr. Cray] thought he had placed bim (Mr. AL- 
LEN) inan awkward dilemma. He (Mr. ALLEN) 
bad said that the election of Printer was not, pro- 
perly speaking, either an Executive or a legislative 
act; and the Senator from Kentucky had inquired 
if that was the caze, as it was not a judicial act, 
where the Senate would find power to elect a 
Prin‘er at allt He (Mr. ALLEN) would answer that 
question. The Scnate acted in its legisiative cha- 
racter, in virtue of certain express powers in the 
Constitution; and in its Executive character, in vir- 
tue cf certain other express powers in the Constitu. 
tion; and it acted in its judicial character, as in 
cases of impeachment, in virtue of certain other 
powers. But was it in virtue of either of those 
powers they elected a Printer® It was not in their 
legislative character that they acted, or why did the 
Constitution superadd that the Senate should choose 
its own cfhicers? 

Now, as to the question of the Senator from 
Deleware, (Mr. Bavarn,] if there’ should be a va- 
cancy in the chair by the death of their President— 
which he hoped there never would be—would not 
the Senate, in that case, proceed to elect a President 
protem. of the body? And he bad put the same 
question in regard to their Clerk. Yes, they would 
elect a President pro tem. by virtue of the power 
conferred by the necessity of the case, and justified 
by that necessity. . But, let ihe Senator reverse the 
proposition, and see how it would apply. Because 
the Senate can filla vacancy created by death—and 
fill that vacancy temporarily—it can remove an 
officer elected permanently, and thus creste the ne- 
cessity for a new. appointment! Why, the Senate 
then might remove its President for the purpose of 
filling his place. And they could remove their Se- 
cretary—not because he had violated his trust, but 
for the sole reason that the Senate might thereby 
derive, from the necessity created by themselves, 
the power to fill the vacancy by a pro lem. appoiat- 
ment. Ifthe proposition were good on one side it 
was good on the other. If they could fill a vacancy 
created by death, said the Senatcr, could they not 
turn out a man? If they could, in consequence of 
a vazancy created by death, appoint a temporary 
officer, could they notereate a vacancy and ap- 
point a permanent officer to fill the place? No: 


they could do no such thing. The preposition ` 


would authorize the Senate to displace the Vice- 
Prespent and to make a vacancy, in order that 
they might make a necessity fora new presiding 
officer, avd on that to found the right to create that 
officer. And soin regard to every other. Now, 
he tookit he had ext ted himself from the two 
dilemmas in which enator from Kentucky 
thought he had placed hin. 

Mr. WRIGHT was vcady to admit that any 
suggestions of his might he erude, for the question 
was very pew to him; but ell he was not able to 
see, by the arguments of the gentlemen te his right, 
[Mr. Cray and Mr. Crsyron,] that the difficulties 
in his mind had been removed; nor did he zee that 


thote Senators kad imposed any great difficulties. 


against his position. The honcrab'e Senator frem 
Kentucky had appealed to them with some force, 
and he bad pat questions which he woul! answer, 
Yankee like, by patting. another question :| Was 
this a legislative or an Executive session, for the 


Unquestionably, it was 
| the first, the primary duty of any deliberative 


honorable Senator contended that it was one or the : 


| otber? : 


Mr. CLAY said the session was “Senatorial.” 
Mr. WRIGHT thought. all their. sessions were: 
Senatorial. He had understood the honorable Se=: 
nator to contend that this was not strictly legisla- 
live, that it was not strictly Executive, nor was. 
it judicial; ergo, they could not do this act atali c- 
Mr. CLAY explaized.. He said they were th 
as a Senate, and were competent to perform a 


-act which, as a Senate, irrespective of the other 


branch of Congress, they could, at any time, per- 
form. It was “Senatorial.” l 

Mr. WRIGHT admitted that this was tò him a 
new classification of their powers, and it was one 
which he would not then discuss; but he hoped all 
they did would be “Senatorial,” whether asa legis-. 
lative, or as an Executive council. The powers, he 
apprehended, which were granted to them, were of 
one of two branches; and from the arguments which. | 
he had heard, it seemed to him they had then no 
legislative powers, and yet they were acting on this 
subjectina legislative form. He had before.re- 
ferred to the rules of the Senate, and: he had stated 
what, he supposed, would not be controverted; that, 
those rules were as perfectly binding on that body, . 
as they were on the body which occupied those 
seats a week ago. Now, one of those rules was, 
that, “When acting on confidential or Executive 
business, the Senate shall be cleared of all persons, 
except the Secretary, the Principal or the Eixecu- 
tive Clerk, the Sergeant-at-Arms and Doorkeeper,: 
and the Assistant Doorkeeper. ` Wel, then, 
under their rules, they must assume. to'be act- 
ing legislatively, a position which be under- 
took to show they did not occupy after, 
their organization for Executive purposes. That 
disposed, as a matter of course, of the question 
who of right were members of the body; for. that 
was a question which the Sefate must always ad- 
mit. The Senator from Delaware said, whether in 
an Executive or legislative capacity, they were al- 
ways snbject to, the necessity of exercising their 
powers for self-pro.ection; and hence, if the sick- 
ness or death of their Secretary happened while the 
Senate was exclusively Executive, it was compe- 
tent to appoint a Secretary pro tem. for that Execu- 
tive session, that that would go on the Executive 
journal, which had no: connection with the legisla~ 
tive journal, for it was a journal of their own, 
which had no‘connection with the House of Repre- 
sentatives; and that it was publisbed, or was forever 
sealed, as the Senate, acting as an Executive body, 
should decide; and the Senate, acting as a legisla- 
tive body, was not permitted to make any order on 
the subject. Now, he [Mr. Wricur] tock it, that 
if such a neces:ity were to arise, or if the Secreta- 
ry should so misbehave as io require it, the Bxecus 
tive Senate might pro hac vice appoint a person to diss . 
charge the duties until the time allowed to make a 
permanent appointment. Those were the sngges- 
tions of his mind. Now, his impression was, that 
if the Senate, in its Executive capacity, should 
pass a resolution and order the printing of the Exe- 
cutive session to be done by others, the persons here 
named would not cease to be the Printers in, the 
operation of the law, to Congress. However, he 
did not now desire to detain the Senate with his re- 
flections, which were necessarily crude. 

Mr. PRENTISS, who spoke in a very low tone 
of voice, was understood to argue that the Senate 
now siting could exercise any separate powers 
given to it by- the Constitution, and thar they had: 
the power aud the right to act upon this resolution, 
and to dismiss their Printers. f 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama coresived the. whole 
question turned on one point which had not yet 
been regarded; and honorable gentlemen who pro- 
posed to act on this resolution, it appeared to bim, 
were about to act cn a misapprehension of 
the true nature of the question. | Ona former occa- 
sien, but a few days azo, he (Mr. Cray) had con- 
tended that the Printer was not, in the constitu- 
tional sence of the term, aa. cfficer cf the Senate at 
all; or, at all events, he could only be considered 
as a quasi officer. He did not deny that the Clerk 
or the Seeretary Was liable to be dismissed; but, 
even asa matter of right, or of sound discretion, be 
did nol suppose any officer would be dismissed, 


unless’ he had committed some offence, or had“ 


been guilty of some deep moral dereliction, In 


what position did they then stand? He maintained , 


that they: étood in the ‘attitude of one of two con- 
tracting’ parties. The Printers, who were ‘the other 


patties to the contract, did not perform ministerial, | 


but ‘mechanical duties, and those duties were’ not 
performed withia the walls- of this Capitol, but 
elsewhere. The resolution of .1819, to which he 
would ask the attention of the Senate, was in the 
following terms: 


RESOLUTION directing the manner in which the Printing of 

Congress. shall be executed, fixing the . prices thereof, and 
: “providing for the appointment of a printer or printers. 

‘Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
the printing of Congress, unless when otherwise specially or- 
deved,. shall‘be donë in the following form and manner, viz: 

Bills, as heretofore, with English type, on foolscap paper. 
Rule or table work, in royal octavo size, where it can be 
“brought into that size by any type not smaller than brevier; and 
where itcannot, in such’ form, asto fold conveniently into the 
volume. All other printing with asmall pica type, on royal 
paper, in pages of the same size as those of the last edition 
of the laws of the United States, including the marginal notes. 

And the following prices shall be allowed and-paid for the 
above described work: For the composition of every page of 
pills, one dollar; ofevery page of small pica, plain work, one 
dolar; of every page of small pica, rule work, two dolars; of 
every. page of brevier rule work, three dollars and fifty cents; 
and for a larger form of brevier rule work, in proportion. 

For the press work of bills, including paper, folding, and 

stitching, for fifty copies, 25 conia por page; for 400 copies, 
$1 25 per page; for the press work of tables, other than those in 
the regular octavo form, for 600 copies, including as above, 
$5.50 per form; for the press work of the journals, of 900 co- 
pies, including as above, one dollar per page; for all other print- 
ing, in the octavo form, of 600 copies, including as above, 
se cents per page; and for a larger or smaller number in pro- 
portion. 
-That ag soonas this resolution shall have been approved by 
the President, of the United States, each House shall proceed to 
ballot for a Printer, to execute its work during the next Con- 
gress; and the person having the greatest number of votes shall 
be considered duly elected; and shall give bond, with sureties, 
to the satisfaction of the Secretary ofthe Senate and Clerk of 
the House of Representatives respectively, for the prompt, ac- 
curate, and neat execution of the work; andin case any incon- 
venient delay should be, at any time, experienced by either 
House, in the delivery ofits work, the Secretary and Clerk, 
respectively, may be authorized to employ another Printer to 
execute any portion of the work of the Senate or House, and 
charge the excess, in the account ofsuch Printer, for executing 
such work, above what is herein allowed, to the Printer guilty 
of such negligence and delay: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shall preclude the choice ofthe same Printer by the 

Senate and by the House of Representatives. 

o : H. CLAY, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
JAMES BARBOUR, 
š President of the Senate pro tempore. 

Approved, March 3, 1819, " 

JAMES MONROE. 


This resolution directs the manner and form in 
which the printing shall be done, and the price or 
rite of: remuneration. It goes on to provide that, 
where it shall appear that the. Printer failed in the 
discharge of his duty, the Senate might employ 
some other individual.. Well, then, in what point 
of view were they to consider this resolution? The 
Senate stood as one of two contracting parties; and 
what was the character of all contracts? It re- 
quired two parties to make a contract; and he sub- 
mitled to the Senate whether it did not equally re- 
quire the consent of both parties 10 reseind a con- 
tracte To say, after entering inte a solema con- 
tract, that, without the failure to perform, or con- 
sent. of one, the other party could rescind the con- 
tract, would be as new in law as in morals. To 
test the accuracy of this positon, suppose Blair 
and Rives should refuse to perform the duties 
which, by their bond, they had. covenanted to per; 
form, and wished to be relieved from their obliga- 
tions— could they resign or be relieved without the 
consent of the Senate, or without being liable to 
the damages specified iu their bond? By no means. 
Nor could this be controverted. Andif they could 
not be relieved without the consent of the Senate, 
could the Senate, on the other hand, release itself 
from its part of ihe obligation? He denied that it 
could; and he regretted that the proposition had been 
made. He regretted it, as an indication of other 
things, which might be expected to follow, on which 
he should not now dwell. Here they hada taw in ‘all 
its: forms; it had the approval of the Executive: 
and ‘that law had been revised and reconsider- 
ed ten years afler i's adoption, end Congress passing 
another, which was a simple provision as to the 
ume of: the election of Printer, and fixing it within 


thirty days of the termination of the Congress. He, 


would not detain the Senate by reading it, for it 
was sufficiently familiar. 
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They. had, then, the resolution of 1819, pro- 


‘viding for the election of | Printer— specifying | 


‘the “manner in . which. the printing should be 
‘done, the Kind of type, ‘the size of the page, and 
tae rate of compensation. “It had only been 
changed so far, by the joint. resolution of 
*1829,-asto fix the time of election, as be had 
betore stated, to take place within thirty days of 
the clese of each Congressional term. Now this 
law had been acted upon ever since the passage of 
the resolution of 1819, with perfect uniformity. 
There-had been a Printer to the Senate elected ux- 


der it eleven /imes, notwithstanding the changes of | 


parties, and the consequent changes of power. 
Yet it had never before entered into the head of any 
one that they were thereby violating the Constitu- 
tion, . : 

The fact of an election being required by 
the law, did not change the character of the 
transaction, nor necessarily make the person 
chosen Printer an officer, in the- constitutional 
sense, as seemed to be supposed. Ii was a mere 
circumstance in the manner of making the con- 
tract. The proposition might be stated thus: the 
resolution of 1819 might be considered, as it was 
in effect, the proposals of the Senate for a contract 
for its printing, setting forth the manner ia which 
the work should be done, and the prices to be paid 
for performing it. As might be supposed, a number 
of individuals applied fer the work, and the elec- 
tion was held merely to ascertain and designate the 
individual who should be received as contractor. 
The person so designated, afierwards, pursuant to 
the terms specified in our proposals, executes his 
bond for the faithful performance of his contract, 
under a suitable penalty. Is it not, then, to all 
intents and purposes, a contract, in good faith, and 
in law as inviolable as any other? It is, most in- 
contestably. Blair and Rives could not discharge 
themselves, as all officers may, by resigning. They 
could only be released from their liability by a fall 
and faithful performance of their undertaking, or 
by our consent, as the other contracting party. 
Viewing it, then, as a contract, if, as must be ad- 
mitted by all, Blair and Rives could not discharge 
themselves, by any act of theirs, without our con- 
currence, can we discharge ourselves, without their 
consent? This, sir, is the simple question; and any 
man who has learned the first principle which go- 
verns and determines the nature and obligations of 
a contract, must respond in the negative. 

He should not occupy the time of the 
Senate longer on this point. .He had merely 
risen to show the true character of the transaction; 
and to say that, unless it was intended by the 
party now in power to trample under foot the law 
of the land, and utterly to disregard that moral 
principle which lays at the foundation of all con- 
tracts, whether public or private—he repeated, 
un'ess the dominant party were resolved to tram- 
ple down every principle heretofore sacred in law 
and morals, the Senate could not adopt the resolu- 
tion dismissing Bair and Rives, and setting aside 
a contract which had been made and concluded in 
the most solemn form. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose to say, that, ingiving his 
vote on this oecason, he did not give it on the ques- 
tion of order. He agreed with the Cwaie that it 
was not now fairly before the Senate, and he should 
vo'e against taking up the resolution, because he 
thought it highly incxpedient to do so. But 
if he were overruled, and the Senate should de- 
cide the question of order, and determine to take 


up the resolution, then he should take occasion to, 


express h's opinion thereon. 

Mr. YOUNG asked the Senator from Delaware 
{Mr. Craytow] whether he intended to convey the 
impression that the Secretary of the Senate was 
oniy there by courtesy, and that he might be re- 
moved at any moment? 

Mr. CLAYTON wished to be understood to say 
that every officer was appointed to office during 
pleasure, and could be removed at any moment 
when the Senaie was in session. i 

Mr. YOUNG wished to call the attention of the 
honorabl®@Senator from Delaware to their forty- 
ninth rule, which was ia these words: 

‘*Phe Secretary of the Senate, the Sergeant-at- 
Arms and Doorkeeper, and the Assistant Door- 


keeper, shall be chosen on the second Monday of 
the first session of the twenty-first Congress, and on 
the same day of the first session of every succeeding 


Congress.” $i 

Mr. CLAYTON observed that those officers 
were elected:on a certain day for the convenience 
of the body, bt they: might be removed or dis- 
placed at any time the Senate was in session. 

_ After a few words between Messrs. YOUNG 
and CLAYTON, the question was taken, and de- 
cided in the affirmative—ayes 29, noes 22, as fol- 
lows:, ` et : 

YEAS—Messrs.. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives,. Simmons, Smith 
ef Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge— 29. 

NAYS—Messis. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clav of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Se- 
vier, Smith cf Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wiliams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—22. ` 

So the resolution was taken up for considera- 
tion. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business, and afterwards adjourned. 


, IN_SENATE, 
$} Mownpay, March 8, 1841. 

Mr. MANGU rose on the question. coming up 
on the adoption gf the resolution to -dismiss Blair 
and Rivés as the Printers to the Senate for the 27th 
Congress, and said this subject was so fully dis- 
cussed somé’ weeks past, that he did not think it 
necessaty~“to say a single word on the subject; 
nor did he perceive any necessity on the part of 
his friends. He hoped, therefore, the question would 
be taken on the resolution. ; 

Mr. BENTON called for the reading of the bond 
of Messrs. Blair and Rives. . 

The bond of Messrs. Blair and Rives was read. ‘It 
bore date the 27th February, 1841, and, afier reciting 
the various laws in relation to the printing of Con- 
gress, provided sureties, in the. penalty of forty 
thousand dollars, for the prompt, accurate, and 
neat execution of the work, and was approved by 
the Secretary of the Senate. 

r. BUCHANAN said he did not rise to oppose 
this resointion ia the slightest hope that he should 
prove successful. He bad no doubt execution was 
to be done, and that speedily, on Blair and Rives. 
The decree, the irreversible decree, had gone forth, 
and it must and would be executed. He had a 
few words to say, not with any expectation of ar- 
resting the judgment, because he knew this would 
be vain; but for the purpose of directing the atten- 
tion of the Senate and the country to. tnis extraor- _ 
dinary procecding. He firmly believed that a prin- 
ciple would be established by the adoption of this 
resolution long to be remembered, and: long. to be 
deprecated. 

In the Inaugural Address, which was delivered 
but a few days ago, he found the following senti- 
ment: 

“lt was the remark of a Roman Consul, in an early period 
of that celebrated Republic, that a most striking contrast was 
observable in the conduct of candidates for offices of power 
aud trust, before and after obtaining them—they seldom carry + 
ing out, in the latter case, the pledges and promises made in the 
former. However much the world may have improved, in 
many respects, in the lapse of upwards of two thousand years 
since the remark was made by the virtuous and indignant Ro. 
man, I fear that a strict examination of the annals of some of 


the modern elective governments would develope similar in- 
stances of violated confidence.” 


What was the aspect of the case now before them? 
Did it not illustrate, in the most striking manner, 
the position maintained by the distinguished man, 
now the President of the United States. Hereafter 
he would have no occasion to travel back two thou- 
sand years, for the purpose of citing the authority 
of a Roman consul.to prove that professions. before 
an election, and practices after it, were two-very 
different matters. His own friends.in the Senate 
were about to establish a modern. precedent.on 
this subject, which would cast antiquity into ‘the 
shade. : boop 

This was not merely the case of removing an 
officer, or ‘‘quasi” officer of the Senate, for political 


offences-—-no such thing. If this had been all, al- 
though it would have violated that primary canon 
of the Whig faith; that “proscription must be pro- 
scribed,” he’ should not nave been, in the slightest 
degree, astonished. Indeed, it would then have 
been “nothing more than he had anticipated. Buf 
the~present case was far different. It was an at- 
tempt’ on the part of the Senate to violate as bmd- 
ing a contract as could be entered into by human 
language, lt would present the spectacle before 
the American people of this body disregarding its 
plighted faith, and, in the face of the world, tram- 
pling under foot the vested rights which two Ame- 
rican citizens had acquired under their contract. 
He would not be afraid to leave the decision of this 
question te any judicial tribunal in theland, upona 
mere statement of the facts, against all the argu- 
ments which ingenuity could adduce. on the other 
side. 

Frem the character of the resolution offered by 
the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Maxeum,] 
it might be easily inferred that a military chieftain 
was atthe head of the Government. His resolu- 
tion was in true military style, and its language 
was precise, striking, and much to the point—with- 
outambiguity, and without a single unnecessary 
word, The following was a copy of it: 

Resolved, That Blair and Rives be dismissed as 
Printers to the Senate for the 27th Congress.” 

Short, pointed, and directly to the purpose, it was 
in the true style of Richard the Third: “Off with 
his head! So much for Buckingham.” “If rea- 
sons were as thick as blackberries,” he supposed 
their friends on this side of the House would not 
give us one “upon compulsion:” still less would 
they do so, when they had no reasons to give. The 
resolution, therefore, was an act of mere naked 
power, without any cause being assigned on its 
face for its adoption. There was but. one legiti- 
mate cause which could, by possibility, have been 
assigned; and that had no exisience-in this case. If 
Blair and: Rives ‘had violated any essential stipula- 
tion of their contract, it might probab'y have justi- 
fied the Senate in annulling it altogether, and em- 
ploying other Printers to perform the work. This 
was not, this could not, be pretended. It had ne- 
ver even been insinuated that Blair and Rives had 
not heretofore faithfully performed their duty as 
Printers to the Senate; and this was the best pledge 
which could be given that they would do so here- 
after. Why, then, were they to be dismissed in 
this military style? Why was our own solemn 
contract with them to be forfeited? Was it not 
simply because they were the editors of a political 
newspaper, and dared to publish articles in opposi- 
tion to the party now in power? This had been 
openly avowed as the reason. 

“Off with his head!” Whatsin had poor Mr. 
Rives ever committed, that he should be executed 
with Mr. Blair? It was true that Mr. Rives was a 
partner in the firm, and in this capacity had en- 
tered into the contract; but it was equally certain 
that the duties which he performed were of a mere 
business and mechanical character, and he had 
never given cause of complaint to any. person. 
Why, then, should the political offences of Mr. 
Blair be visited on the head of his unoffending 
partner, and the whole Globe be prostrated for the 
purpose of reaching a single sinner? 

This was, however, no subject to jest about; but 
a question—and he said so with the utmost since- 
rity and solemnity-—involving a principle of greater 
importance to the people of this country than any 
which had been before the Senate of the United 
States-since he. had beena member of the body. 
Shonld Blair and Rives be dismissed from their 
contract, it would be recorded as a precedent, and 
would prove to be the fruitful foundation of many 
evils in our future history. . 

He would state the facts of the case with as 
much clearness and precision as he could. 

Previous to the year 1819, the printing of- Con- 
gress had been executed under contracts en‘ered 
into with the lowest bidders, by the Secretary of 
the Senate and the Clerk-of the House of Representa- 
tives, respectively. Afier long experience, it was 
found to be necessary, for reasons which he should 
not then enumerate, to change this practice, and fix 
the mode of employing Printers by positive law. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Accordingly, on the 3d March, 1819, a joint reso- 
lution was adopted by Congress, and. approved by 
the President of the United States, declaring that 
each House, previous to the termination of every 
Congress, sbonld elect a suitable perton to execute 
its own printing “during the next Congress.” This 
resolution prescribed particularly the manner in 
which the printing should be done, and the prices 
which were to be paid to the Printer. The 
«chief reason for adopting the resolution was clear 
and obvious. It was utterly impossible that any 
new contractor'could be prepared with the necessa- 
ry paper, materials, and workmen to execute pro- 
perly the printing for either House of Congress, 
without some months previous notice; and, there- 
fore, the joint resolution gave him the time for pre- 
paration, which would necessarily elapse between 
the termination of one Congress and the meeting of 
another. The Printer, thus elected, was required 
“to give bond, with sureties, to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary of the Senate, for the prompt, accurate, and 
neat execution of the work.” And what power was 
granted by the resolution to your Secretary over 
this Printer? Why, sir, in case of any inconve- 
nient delay in the delivery of the work, the Secre- 
tary was authorized to empioy another Printer to 
perform any portion of it he thought proper; and, 
if he were obliged to pay an increased piice, he was 
directed to charge this excess in the account against 
the regular Printer. 

There was not one word in this resolution, from 
beginning to end, which gave the least color to the 
idea that th's Printer was an officer of the Senate. 
Throughout the whole of it he was not called an 
officer, nor was his employment alluded to as offi- 
cial, nor was there a single term. used which was 
not in strict accordance with the mechanical na- 


.ture of the work to be performed. Thus, then, stood 


this case. A solemn contract had been entered in- 
to—under the joint resolution of 1819, confirmed as 
it was by the subsequent resolution of 1829—with 
Blair and Rives, who had been duly elected Prin- 
ters to the Senate—their bond, with sureties, had 
been approved by the Secretary—the agreement on 
both sides was perfect and complete, and, by its 
terms was to endure throughout the twenty-seventh 
Congress; and these contractors had thus acquired 
aa absolute right, which ne human power could 
constitutionally divest, to execute our printing and 
receive for their work the stipulated compensation. 
Ten times in uninterrupted succession had the Se- 
nate elected printers under this resolution of 1819, 
and ten times had the Printers thus elected exe- 
cuted the printing “during the next Congress.” 

When the eleventh period of election artived, the 
Senators on this side of the house were seiz d with 
violent constitutional scruples. They denounced 
the joint resojution of 1819 as unconstitutional; and, 
to manifest their abhorrence of its provisions in a 
still more striking light, they resorted to the revolu- 
tionary movement of refusing to vote for Printer, 
and of giving notice that the moment they obtained 
the power they would nullify the election. Accord- 
ing to their opinion, the Congress which had adopt- 
ed the resolution could have known nothing about 
the provisions of the Constitution; and our prede- 
cessors, who, for almost a quarter of a century, and 
in times of the highest party excitement, had car- 
ried it into execution, must have been stupid dolis, 
During the whole of this long period they had been 
violating their oath to support the Constitution; for 
Senators on this side of the house had assured us 
that the jeint resolution of 1819 was so plainly un- 
constiutional, that he who runs might read. No, 
sir, no: this would net do. This mantle was not 
broad enough to cover them. Without intending 
to give offence to any one, Mr. B. said, it would 
have been better, much better, for them to have 
boldly avowed that they were acting upon Rob 
Roy’s ruk: f 

“That they should take who have the power, 
And they should keep who can.” A 

This was their rule of action on Ihe present oe- 
casion. The party to which he belonged had been 
denounced as Leco Focos, Agrarians, Levellers, 
and violatersof vested righis. Should the resolu- 
tion be adopted, all these hard names would, he 
trusted, be at once trans‘erred to their opponents. 

But the resolution of 1819 was unconsitutional ! 


And if it were so, what would bé the ‘consequence? 
It was this: that no constitutional power. existed to 
pass any law under which a binding contract.could 


be made for printing, or for the performance of any. 


other mechanical labor for either. House of Con- 


gress, previous to the meeting pf; that Congress -for., 


which the work. was to be performed... And: why? 
Because, say the Senators, the person who co 
tracts to perform such printing, is thereby at once: 
transformed into an officer of the Senate; and each 
Senate possessing the power under the Constitution 
to choose its own officers, the act of employing - 
such a Printer by a previous Senate is in deroga- 

tion of the constitutional right of choice, which be- 

longs to the succeeding Senate; and is, therefore, 

unconstitutional, null, and void. This had beenthe 

argument! It was difficult to treat it seriously; 

butihe should briefly show that our Printer was not 

an officer of the Senate in the constitutional sense; 

that ifhe were, it would not authorize the violation . 
of this contract; and that no such thing existed, 

under our system of Government, asa previous 

and succeeding Senate; the Senate being a perma- 

nent body. s . 


What argament had been used to prove that the 
firm of Blair and Rives was an officer of the Se- 
nate. He had heard but one; and that was the 
argument of the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. 


Bayarp,] which had afterwards been endorsed by. 


the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray.] ‘The Ses 
nator must have been hard run to obtain it, for he: 
was obliged, for that purpose, to` go back to’ a pe~ 
riod of the world before the art of printing ‘was 
discovered. Tais he believed was about its form. 
“If the’ art of printing had not been discovered, 
our Secretary must have employed a great number 
of amanuenses to make copies of our proceedings, 
but the printers now make such copies by means 
of their type; therefore, the printers may be con- 
sidered as deputies of the Secretary and as officers 
of the Sena e.” This argument assumed the fact, 
that, had the art of printing not been discovered, 


every amanuensis who might have been employed: 


forthe purpose of making copies of our journals 
and proceedings for distribution among the people, 
would necessarily have become an officer of the, 
Senate. 
fetched, he should not have desired. one ' more 
striking to prove the fallacy of the Senator’s 
own argument, than that which he himself had 
thus presented. Was not the idea perfectly 
absurd, that the hundreds of mere copyists whom 
it would have been necessary to hire, had not 
the art of printing been discovered, would each 
one of them have become an oflicer—a deputy 
Secretary of the Senate? In this purely imagina- 


If this illustration had not been so far 


ry case, it would have been stiil more necessary > 


than even at present, to have provided, by contract, 
at a preceding Congress, for procuring a great mim- 
ber cf copyists; and it would then have been still 
more inconvenient te have held that no power exist- 
ed under this Government which would enable 
Congress, at a previous session, to provide copyisis 
for future service. But the bare statement of the 
proposition was sufficient to convince every candid 
and wnpr:judiccd mind, that the mechanic who 
contracted to perform the printing of the body, 
and waggto receive for it the regular wages fixed 
by law, was not one of our officers. Was the 
clock-maker, employed by the year to regulate your 
clock—or the paper-maker, wh» contracted ‘with 
your Secretary to furnish the Senate with s'atione- 
ry, an officer of the body? Cer'ainly not. 


The printing of the Senate was a mere mechani- 
cal work, to be executed by men possessing skill in 
the art, and to be paid for in proportion to” the 
amount of labor actually performed; and we might,. 
wiih equal propriety, cail any other man, who per- 
formed mechanical labor for the Senate, an officer, 
as thus to denominate the Printer. The fact of 
his election by ihe Senate. coald make no differ« 
ence, It was the nature cf the employment, not 
the mode of selection, whieh constituted ihe officer. 
It our Printer were now en officer of the Senate, 
he had been equally se during the long period pre- 
eeding the year.1819, when he was selected by the 
Secretary; and all.the Printers would be so. again, 
who might be employed by the Secretary uncer the 


td fail te perform his duty. 


“Pais joint resolution was conceived in great wis- 
dom.: What was the case before its adoption? Con- 
gress met—printing was immediately required, and 
the Clerk was authorized to employ the Printer; but 
the Printer was not prepared, and could not be pre- 
pared immediately with his paper, materials, and 
hands to perform the work. Great delay and de- 
fects in the execution of the printing were the in- 
evitable consequence; and, if-order to remedy these 
evils, ihe joint resolution was passed. 

But suppose we should admit, for the sake of the 
argument, that Blair and Rives were officers of the 
Senate—would this benefit the Senators in the 
slightest degree? He apprehended not. Could not 
the Sénate enter into a contract with ils own offi- 
cers which would be binding upon it? He should 
be glad to hear any argument to prove that it could 
not. Let us, then, suppose that the joint resolution 
had.declare¢, in specific terms, that the Printers 
elected under it should be officers of the Senate: 
would such a declaration authorize the Senate to 
violate its own solemn contract with these officers? 
This was the position which gentlemen must esta- 
blish, or they must fail in theirargument. The re- 
solution having expressly declared that the persons 
elected should have the printing of the Senate 
throughout the whole of the next Congress, and bav- 
ing required them to give a bond with sureties faith- 
fully to execute the work during that period, could 
the Senate now, by dismissing them, even if they 
were officers, relieve itself from the obligation of 
the contract, which, by its terms, was to continue 
until the termination of the next Congress? No, 
sir; this contract stood frm, and would endure as 
long as the Constitution of the country shall re- 
main in force.. . Nohumas power could rightfully 
annihilate its binding obligation. He would pledge 
his whole fortune that such would be the decision, 
could this plain, simple question be submitted, even 
without a word of argument, to the tribunal now 
in session below us, (the Supreme Court.) Gentle- 
men, therefore, would not gain their point by prov- 
ing, if they could, that Blairand Rives were officers 
of the Senate. 

Senators had contended that one Senate or one 
Congress had no right to elect officers for their suc- 
eessors; and that, therefore, the joint resolution vi- 
olated the Constitution, because it gave the election 
of a Printer for the next Senate to that which had 
expired on the third of March. This was as strange 
a position as any which had been assumed through- 
out'the argument. An old Senate anda new Se- 
nate! “There could be no mew Senate. ‘This was 
the very same body, constitutionally, and in point of 
law, which had assembled on the first day of its 
meeting, in 1789. It had existed without any inter- 
mission, from that day until the present moment, 
and would continue to exist as long as the Govern- 
ment should endure. It was empbatically a per- 
manent body.. Its rules were permanent, and were 
not adopted from Congress to Congress, like thore 
of the House of Representatives. For many years 
after the commencement of the Government, its Se- 
. cfetary was a permanent officer, though our ru'es 
now required that he should be elected at stated in- 
tervals. The Senate always had a President, and 
there were always two-thirds of its actual members 
in existence, and generally a much greater ntumber. 
It would be useless to labor this question. Every 
writer, without exception, who had treated on 
the subject, had declared the Senate to be a 
permanent bedy. Itnever dies; and it was 
the sheet-anchor of the Constitution, on ac- 
count of its permanency, Senators were thus de- 
prived of the poor apology that one Senate had no 
right to bind its successors. Here, thea, we had 
the spectacle presented of the Senate, in all the 
forms of law, but two weeks ago having elected an 
Officer, if Senators would have the firm of Blair 
aad Rives thus called, and now dismissing that 
officer, and annulling their owa solemn contrac’, 
which, by-its express terms, was to endure for two 
years. If such things could be done—if this body 
of high and commanding influence throughout the 
country, could thus sei aside its contracts, and that 
ata period when too strong a disposition already 
existed in the public mind to disregard the faith of 


olution of Congress, in case the elected Printer | 


| 
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‘contracts, Heaven: only could foresee what might 
be the disastrous results. ‘The force of our evil - 


example would be felt throughout the Union; and 


if we sanctioned the principle, that no contract 
could be binding on us, it was one which would be 


. carried out in practice by other legislative bodies. 


Let. him beseech Senators to: pause and reflect 


‘upon the tremendous conséquences which might 


probably result from the adoption of the resolution. 
Once establish the principle that this: body can ex- 
ercise the power of violating a solemn contract, 


` into which they. had deliberately entered, and what 


would become of the country? Did it not at once 
sanction the principle in its fullest extent; which 
had been falsely attributed to the party to which he 
belonged, thata succeeding Legislature hada right 
to repeal the contracts entered into by a preceding 
Legislature. ‘The principle on which this resolu- 
tion was based, would completely justify Governor 
M‘Nutt in his outrageous attempt to annul the bonds 
of the State of Mississippi. The principle which 
lay at the root of both cases was precisely the same, 
and the violation of faith in both cases wouid be 
similar. Blair and Rives, by virtue of a solemn 
contract, had a vested right to perform the printing 
of the Senate for two years, and to receive the 
price fixed by law for their work; and if we could 
now nullify this vested right, and release ourselves 
irom the obligation of our contract, neither Missis- 
sippi nor any other State in the Union was obliged 
to pay itsdebts. If the Senate could not be sued, 
neither could the State be. In this respect, they 
both stood upon the same footing. A regard. for 
public faith, and that alone, could bind either of 
them to the performance of their contracts. 

But did Senators not perceive what a dargerous 
example they would set to us by violating this con- 
tract, and dismissing Blair and Rives from being 
Printers to the Senate? The signs of the times 
plainly indicated that it was their intention to char- 
ter a Bank of the United States, if. they could, at 
the special session. Now, sir, the Democratic Se- 
nators firmly believe that Congress have no power 
under the Constjtution to establish sucha Bank. 
Suppose, then, we should imitate their example, and 
refuse to vote upon the question, at the same time 
declaring to the world our fixed purpose to repeal 
the charter at the very first moment the Democracy 
of the country shall be again triumphant: would 
they not consider this conduct revolutionary? And 
yet it would only be pursuing the very course which 
they have pointed out to us, in refusing to vote at 
the election of Printer, and declaring that they 
would remove Blair and Rives, and deprive 
them of their contract, at the very first 
moment they should attain the majority. Will not 
their conduct settle this principle, if any precedent 
could sanciion such a measure, thal, believing a 
Bank of the United States to be unconstitutional, 
we shall be perfectly justified in refusing to vote on 
the guestion, and in giving notice to the world of 
our fixed determination to repeal the charter the 
very moment we have the power? The one act 
would be no greater violation of pledged faith and 
of vested rights than the other. And if we should 


“pursue this course, no Bank of the United States 


could be established. No capitalist, foreign or do- 
mestic, could be induced to advance his money for 
stock in this Bank, knowing that the charter would 
be repealed as soon as a change should be effected 
in the administration of the Government. 

The Senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton) had, 
some years ago, proposed to repeal the joint resc- 
lution of 1819. This was the only constitutional 
mode of getting clear of it. He was informed 
that at that time the Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. Pazsron) bad earnestly opposed this repeal. 
He thus gave conclusive evidence that he did not 
then consider it a violation of the Constitution. 
What had sixce changed his opinion, he (Mr. B.) 
could only conjecture. But no repeal of it could 
now divest the existing rights of Blair and Rives. 
Neither the power of the Senate, nor of the whole 
Government, nor any human power which ex- 
isted in this land, could violate this contract with- 
out the consent of the parties to be injured by such 
a violation. Just as certain as they had a futuri- 
ty before them, the day would arrive, if Blair and 
Rives. should be deprived of the benefit of their 


contract, when they would be fally indemnified for 


‘every loss which they might sustain. That day 


would speedily come, if under the . Constitution it 
were now in their power to bring a suit against the 
Senate of the United States. 

He had ever held, and trusted he should ever 
hold, that contracts were sacred and inviolable; and 
he hoped that his party feelings might never carry 
him so far as to trample on the rights of any indi- 
vidual- He was, therefore, opposed to doing exe- 
ention on Blair and Rives: 

Mr. BAYARD said, in the course of this debate, 
objections to this proceeding had been placed on 
three grounds. The first was, that thire was no 
power in this body, as now assembled, to. go into 
this business and pass this resolution; it being as- 
sumed that they were there assembled in a particu- 
lar capacity, which precluded the exercise of their 
other functions. The next ground was, that the 
Printer was not an officer of this body. And the 
third, that if he were an officer of the body, a con- 
tract had been made with him, which they had not 
the power to rescind. These were the principal 
grounds. The Senator from Pennsylvania had 
made an addition in relation to the character of 
this body, which seemed to him to go the whole. 
length of the subject—that this was a permanent 
body—the same which came into existence on the 
4th of March, 1789, and had continued from that 
day to this, and must continue in ail time,.as long 
asthe Government endured, and the respective 
State Legislatures shall perform their duty. Now, 
this Senate being so deemed a perpetual body, was 
vested with certain inherent rights. What were 
they? They were either absolute or relative; and, 
whether the one or the other, they belonged to the 
body at all times, and were to be exercised when 
proper circumstances presented themselves. There 
was no such artificial classification, as the Senator 
supposed, cf Legislative, Executive, and Judicial 
functions. It was a body vested with rights wh'ch, 
though they sometimes might be dormant, always 
existed, were to be exercised as soon as a proper case 
was presented. Now,as apart of the absolute 
rights of this body, was the right to judge of the 
election returns and the qualifications of its mem. 
bers. There was no question that this body could 
do this, whenever it was properly assembled; and 
the only question to arise was, whether the 
body was properly assembled, in the proper place, 
and under the proper authority. ` Another absolate 
right was, by a majority of its own number, to. de- 
cide on any ordinary question. Another was, to 
make roles and regulations for its own govern- 
ment. Another was, to expel any member by a 
vote of two-thirds of the body; and another was, to 
elect its own officers, All these rights had no rela- 
tion whatever to any other department of Govern- 
ment: they were inherent and absolute rights, 
which might be exercised when the Senate was 
properly convened, They could not voluntarily 
assemble in the city of Philadelphia: they.could not 
by common consent assemble at any time they 
thought proper, to do this act; but when they were 
assembled, these were inherent and abzolute rights, 
to be exercised beyond all controversy, and beyond 
all dispute. Now, what were the rights of the body? 
Why, they were delegated rights, when a session of 
Congress takes place, and they were acting in a le- 
gislative capacity. What was Congress? It was 
a thing having a definite commencement and con- 
clusion. This must oecur once a year—the Con- 
stitution says on the first Monday in December; but 
if the President thought proper, Congress might as- 
semble whenever occasion shouid arise in which 
they might exercise their functions; and when 
they were assembled in Congress, and these 
inherent and relative rights exist, did that 
prevent the exercise of their absolute and inherent 
rights? Ought they not elect their of cers and turn 
out members that may have misbehaved them- 
selves? Well, then, there were other relative rights. 
The Senate was called the treaty-making power 
and the appointing power. He did not know whe- 
ther the phraseology was correct; but this was when 
properly assembled, whether in session of Congress 
or at any other time wneu ine riouse was notin 
session, and when they could have no session. of 
Congress. He thought it must be apparent .to 
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every one, that this Senate possesses the absolute, | 


inherent right to elect its own efficers, at any time 


‘When lawfully assembled, without reference to any‘ 


other. case, when it might be called on to exercise 
its relative rights. ‘That being true, was the Printer 
an officer‘of the Senate? The Senator from Ala- 


bama said it was not an cffice, nor was the Printer . 


an Officer of the Senate; or that he was not more 
than a quasi officer. He (Mr. Bayard) confessed 
he did not well understand how he could be a quasi 
officer. He had heard of a quasi corporation—a 
body possessing some of the attributes of a corpo- 
ration, but wanting others—-but he had never heard 
of a quasi officer. If there were quasi officers, 
they must be officers with the name, but with- 


out employment——officers having sinecures. 
Now, what was an employment or of- 
fice? He would ` quote: from an autho- 


tity, which was perhaps the ‘best extant. Web- 
ster’s Dictionary thus defines the word officer: “An 
officer is one who executes an office of some kind. 
Office, a particular duty, charge, or trust conferred by 
public authority, and for a public purpose; employ- 
ment taken by commission from Government, and 
those who administer it.” It might also bea duty 
or employment of a private nature. It was an 
- employment, but office was a more dignified name. 
Did any one say the Printer was not an employ- 
ment? If he had no employment, he (Mr. BAY- 
ARD) would agree with the Senator from Alabama, 
(Mr. Cray,] that he was a guasi officer; but if he 
had an employment—if he were entrusted with the 
printing of all their documents,and their confideniial 
documents; too, he thought the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania wouldhavesome difficulty in showing that 
he was not an officer of the Senate. He was employed 
by the Senate; he was paid out of the contingent 
fund; his work was of a confidential character, for 
he had the printing of all their treaties; and yet he 
was no officer of the Senate!’ Why, what did he 
do? Why, by means of his types, precisely what 
their Secretary did. He transeribed—he was a 
copying clerk, and nothing more nor less. By the 
intervention of his types and his press he did what 
their Secretary did with his pen; he transcribed their 
documents aud journals, and furnished them with a 
certain namber of copies. How was he paid? Out 
of the contingent fund, How was he elected? By 
the body. And yetthe Senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Bucuanan) said he was no officer; and the Se- 
nator from Alabama (Mr. Cuay) says-a quasi officer. 


That brought him to the last proposition, which - 
If.it was a contract, he should | 


is, it is a contract. 
be the last man in the Senate to violate it. What 
sort of a contract was it? A contract which car- 
ried in gremio the principle of its dissolation—a 
contract made with.an_ officer. who. holds his office 
at the will ef the Senate. He should like to know 
whether the employment ofany. officer was not a 
contract? It belonged to this elass of contracts— 


“after you have performed the work, I will. pay - 


you.” There was the contract; and in accepting 
an office, which is itself an office at will, the person 
accepted it with this consideration—that he could 
be removed at any moment. It was a parliamen- 
tary Office; and all such were at will. No principle 
was better understood than that all parliamentary 
officers are af will, All were at will. The Speaker 
of the House of Representatives was at will—they 
might remove him. Did not our collectors, dis- 
trict attorneys, and marshals, hold their office for 
a period of years, and yet with a defeasible con- 
dition? 

And what difference did the bond make? Did 
not their Clerk give bond? And yet was he not re- 
movable? This was’ the effect” and operation of 
the bond—simply, inasmuch as they were chargad 
with a very important duty, that they: perform the 
duty with’ fidelity, as long a8 they remäin in office: 
"That-was all. ‘There was the limitation of it. It 
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was in the nature of things, that if an officer holds 


his office at will, the same condition goes with the 


contract.. He takes it, subject to the necessary re- 
striction, What, then, was the contract? We will 
employ you so long as agreeable for us, and pay 
you atacertain rate. And what did the other 
party say? I will do it at this rate—subject to your 
wish or refusal. There was the contract, and the 
whole.contract. . 

The honorable Senator said, this was a most ex- 
traordinary proceeding. He thought not. They 
had full warning in relation to this matter. 
Did we.not tell them then (continued Mr. B.) 
that they were doing what they had no 
right to do, and, the moment we. had the 
power, we should correct it? Did they suppose 
we would suffer a mere partisan to be chosen, and 
thrown on us, for whom we were going to provide 
the means of support? We undertook to show at 
the -time that there was no right to elect in -this 
manner. They would do it; when they had but five 
or six days to remain in power. We gave them 
full warning that we should dismiss their officers 
who hold their office at will. It was an exercise.of 
mere power, and we should submit no lenger than 
we were compelled to.. It was an abuse of power. 
Was it to execute the ‘current. work of. the day that 
he was appointed? By ihe terms of that resolution 
it was a prospective. appointment—it was under- 
taking- to: give them a Printer for the 27th Con- 
gress—to anticipate this matter; and,so for two 
years to come, we should be competed thus to sup- 
port a mere partisan editor; a paper that had been 
extremely wanton in its course, dealing in a foul 
species of detraction, both as to individuals and 
characters and members of the party. 

It was an abuse of power on their part; and tho 
party now in power would use it in correcting this, 
at least, so far as hts vote went. 

Mr. BENTON said there wasa question con- 
nected with this. case which was preliminary to the 
question under discussion, and which he wished to 
puton record. It was. the question of power; and, 
for the purpose of presenting that, and making it 
part of the debate, he offered this as an amend- 
ment to the whole resolution, after the word “ Re- 
solved:” 

“That Blair and Rives having been duly elected 
Printers to the Senate, during the late session cf 
Congress, under the joint resolution of the two 
Houses, providing for the election of- printers in 
Congress, and the Senate having acted with open 
doors and in its legislative character, in making 
the election, it is not now competent for the Senate 
acting alone. in its executive character, to an- 
nul ihe election, and thereby divest the rights which 
Blair and Rives may have acquired from that elec- 
ion, and the contract resulting from it.” 

He intended to lay open the whole ground; and 
he would call for the ayes and noes thereon. 

The ayes and noes were ordered. ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN would say a few words in re: 
ply to the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Bayarp.] 
That Senator had still contended that the Printer 
was an officer of the Senate. He should not again 
argue that question, because he believed he had 
shown conclusively that the Printer: was not such 
an officer. ‘The Senator had compared our Printer 
with the collector of the customs at New York, or 
the Secretary of the Senate here, both of whom 
might be removed at pleasure, and bad contended 
that the cases were parallel. He would not now 
stop to point out the vast difference between them, 
but would confine himseif-to asking the Senator a 
single question. Had not the Senate, ifsuch were 
their pleasure, aright to make a contract with a 
mechanic, be he an officer or not an officer, and 
bind themselves to perform iton their part during 
the period of two years? - And if they had.a right to 
enter into sueh a contract, have they any constitu- 
tional power to nullify it at the end of two weeks, 
by dismissing the officer, against his will, with whom 


| they had thus contracted? 
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Mr: BAYARD said: Unquestionably, ¢ 
might enter into'a contract; but-all the tert, 
contract must be considered. Part-of the: terms of 
this contract: was, that it was defeasible: in: its own 
nature. But ifthe office be held at will, the ingre- 
dient was incorporated into the contract itself; and - 
therefore it was defeasible at any time. beets 

Mr. BUCHANAN continued. This. was- pre- 
cisely as he had understood the Senator. ‘This Se- 
nate, then, had the right to enter into a contract 
with an individual to perform ‘its printing, ‘which, 
by express terms, must continue two years; and 
yet, in the face of this positive stipulation, ‘it 
might annul the contract the very next day;’ bë- 
cause, forsooth, the office was difeasible! That was 
the position to which the Senator was driven; and 
if any Senator, however ingenious “he might: be, 
could define the nature of such acontract, he would 
award to him the meed for his’skill and ingenuity. 

The terms of the contract, under the “joint résolu- 
tion, were as precisely fized.as though each member 
of the Senate had collectively entered into the föl- 
lowing stipulation with these Printers: “You'shatt 
do our printing for two «years; and if you should 
notexecute the work according to: your contrast, 
then our Secretary shall be vested with ‘the power 
to have such’ portions of it done by othérs ashe 
may think proper, charging. you’ with the. differ- 

ence between your contract price, and what he 

may be obliged lo pay.” ‘The Senate had reserved 
no. power whatever to remove the Printer béfore 
the termination of the two years; but. merely ‘ihe 
remedy on his bond, andthe right of punishing 
him for violating his contract, by employing 
another to do the work at his expense. The Eng- 
lish language could not make a more binding con- 
tract npon both parties, and for ‘the purpose of the 
present argument, he cared not whether the Printer 
was considered an officer or not. RUNS eek 

Names were nothing; it was the substance which 
we ought to consider; and even it the Printer were. 
an officer, which he clearly was not; he was one’ or 

a very different character from your ‘Secretary, 

your Sergeant-at-Arms, or your Doorkeeper, who 

were removable at pleasure, These’ officers te- 
quired no capital, engaged in no expensive busi- 
ness, and employed no workmen to enable then: to 
perform their duties. They gave us their personal 
services merely in recording our proceedings, serve 
ing our process, preserving order in the chamber, 
and performing other similar offices, for which they, 
received a certain fixed salary. Not so the Prin» 
ter. He was selected under a resolution of Con» 
gress, directing the manner in which the printing 
should be executed, fixing the prices which he was 
to receive for each item, and essaring to him 
the contract for two years. Lei him puta case to 
the Senator. -vhich might readily occur under this 
resolution. A Printer is chosen by the Senate, who 
resides in Philadelphia, New York, or Boston: 

He invests fifty or a hundred thousand dollars in 
purchasing presses and paper, employing «work~ 
men, and setting up an establishment in this-city, 
for the purpose of enabling him to perform his-con+- 
tract. The new Congress meets; and at the mo- 
ment of their meeting, he is fully prepared t0 ex-. 
ecute our work; but before he can enter upon-if, the: 
Senate dismiss him from employment, and inform 
him that he was but an officer, whose appointment, 
to use the language of the Senator froù Delaware, 
was defeasible at pleasure, and that he mast sib- 
mit to- be ruined without redress.’ Was there any 
Senator who could say that this would not be a 
plain, palpable violation of publie faith, for which 
the Printer could obtain ample redress ünder his con- 
tract, if the Senate could be sued in a court of justice. 
The concluding. clause of the joint resolution de- 
clared, that “each House shail procces to ballot 
for a Printer.” : Todo what? ‘Zo perform the da- 
ties of an office? - No, sit such a word did notoc- 
cur throughout the resolatión; but "to execute its 
work = And “for what period? “During the next 
Congress.” What security did the Senate require 


that the Printer thus appointed: should faitnfully 
perform his contract? “A bond, with sureties, to 
the ‘satisfaction of the Secretary of- the Senate, for 
athe prompt, decurate and neat execution of the 
wwork, not for the performance of any official 
duty. And- yet the Printer was an officer who 
scould be dismissed at pleasure! No, sir, no. Blair 
and. Rives were employed “to execute the work” 
‘of. the Senate during the Twenty-seventh Congress, 
not to perform. any official duties whatever. The 
joint. resolution provided that they should be chosen 
‘before the termination of the 26th.Congress; for, if 
< this were not the case, no Printers could be selected 
-after the meeting of the 27h Congress for either 
House, except Gales and Seaton or Blair and Rives. 
In order to prevent a monopoly in favor of Printers 
< who owned large establishments in this city, it was 
absolutely necessary to afford others the time ne- 
æessary to procure similar establishments before 
their’ duties should commence. But, under 
the doctrine contended for, a Printer elected 
by the Senate from Boston, New York, or 
Richmond, who had prepared himself fully 

“sto execute its work” might be dismissed the first 
day. of the session, and might be informed, in the 
language of the Senator from Delaware: “You 
should not complain, for you accepted this contract 

. ander the implied condition that we could turn 
you out at pleasure.” No, sir; in order to promote 

a competition among printers, this joint resolution 
provided for the creation of an absolute. contract, 
to endure for two years, which the Senate could 
not violate, and on which the Printer might confi- 
dently rely. It did not refer to an office at all, but 
‘placed the. subject on its proper foundation, that of 
the execution work—of mechanical labor—not of 
official duties. It required bond and security to be 
given; and also, that, in ease the Priater did not per- 
form the work in proper time, the Secretary might 
have it performed bo others, at his expense. By- 
the-by, wouid a Printer, thus casually employed by 
the Secretary, also become an officer of the Senate? 

Casting away all the ingenuity used on the other 
side of the question, was not this the simple state- 
ment of the case? I enter into a contract to em- 
ploy a carpenter, during the period of two years, to 
build a house or houses for me, for which | agree to 
pay him a fixed price, according to their measure- 
meni; and I take a bond and security from him for 
the faithful execution of his contract. I stipulate 
with him, that, in case he fails to perform his duty, 
I shall be at liberty to employ another mechanic 
to take his place, and that he shall be answerable 
for all damages. The moment he is prepared to 
enter upon his-work, I turn about and say, I reserv- 
ed, in my. own mind, the power of annulling the 
contraet, and I now annul it. You may go about 
your business. I am above the law, and you cen- 
not recover any damages from me. You shall 
lose the expense and the trouble which you have 
ineyrred in preparing to perform your contract. 
‘What care I for that. 

: The Senate neither had the moral nor the con- 
stitutional power to violate this contract; and, if they 
should do it, Blair and Rives, some day or other, 
before this or. some other tribunal, would obtain an 
ample indemnity for all losses sustained. 

Mr.. CLAY of Kentucky said, when the appoint- 
ment of Blair and Rives took place, about ten or 
twelve days ago, on his side of the house they con- 
sidered it one of the most extraordinary instances 
of the exercise of high-handed power they had 
witnessed during the present session of Congress 
from the other side of the house. By one gentle- 
mana gentleman of great eandor and frankness— 
it was admitted to be an act of power—of pure, 
naked, unqualified power. Well, on that occa- 
sion, they (Mr. Cray and his friends) gave notice 
to the other side of the hoase-—they gave notice to 
the world and to these Printers, that, if they did 

- go into an election under the existing cigcwmstances, 
they (bis side of the house) should, at the earliest 
possible period, correct the procedure by the dis- 
missal of these Printers from officé; and, on the 
Ath day of March, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-one—the very 
day on which the pretended contract commenced— 
his friend near. him (Mr. Maneum) offered the re- 

- solution, ‘according tothe terms of which these 
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men were tobe dismissed, if it. were carried. 
He had:said they considered it one of the most ex- 
traordinary exercises: of /high-handed power; for 
what was it?. Why, when they looked at its cha- 
racter, they would see it to be an attempt, by a de- 
feated party, to continue their power and appoint- 
ments beyond the term of their official power. It 
was an attempt to throw their cast-off clothes on 
us. Andà what sort of soiled clothes were they? 
Such, as if my servant Charles had come into my 
presence with them, I would have driven him from 
my presence for the indignity. 

The case of Mr. Rives had been mentioned, and 
their sympathies were to be excited for him. He 
would describe the case of Mr. Rives by an anec- 
dote. There was a notorious fellow named Tom 
Moore, who, after along course of villany, got 
into jail in England, and while there he instructed 
a jackdaw to saya few sentences. Tom played 
at cards in jail, and continued his tricks there which 
he had practised when out. The jackdaw looked on 
all the time, and, as Tom cheated his companions, 
the jackdaw cried, “Damn it, how he nicks them.” 
Atlast Tom got hung, and the jackdaw got out 
among some birds of his own sort, and they 
were discovered in a farmer’s barn making 
havoc among his corn. The farmer closed the 
door upon them, and Tom Moore’s jackdaw 
flew upon a beam; from which, as the farmer tore 
off successively the heads of the rest, he cried, 
“Damn it, how he nicks them.” This at length at- 
tracted the farmer’s attention, and, looking up, he 
inquired, “Pray, sir, how got you here?” “Bad 
company brought me here,” was the reply of Tom 
Moore’s jackdaw. And as to poor Mr. Rives, it 
was bad company that breught him here. 

Well, now, let them go into the circumstances 
of this case, In 1819, a resolution was passed by 
which each House agreed to appoint its own Prin- 
ter—-to do what the Constitution authorized them 
to de separately. That continued in force till 
1829, when it was so modified thata majority was 
required to consummate an election of Printer. 
Well, this continued in force, or at least continued 
to be respected; but it was, if not unconstitutional, 
at least unnecessary. As far back as °34 or °35, 
the House utterly disregarded this resolution, and, 
instead of putting the appointment «f the Printer 
at the end of the session, they had thrown the ap- 
pointment to the other end, and made it at the com- 
mencement. So the House had done for the last 
four or five sessions; and it was now without a 
Printer, having put off the appointment to the next 
session. But that was not all. The House had 
not only not considered itself bound by the resolu- 
tion, which gentlemen told them was the law of the 
case, but the House had gone on, and, by a resolu- 
tion of the last session, had varied the terms, and 
considerably reduced them. Now, if the House 
was not bound by this resolution, on what princi- 
ple could it be said that the Senate was bound? If 
it was a compact between the two Houses, it was a 
reciprocal obligation; but if the other House was 
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not bound, neither was the Senate bound; 
and they were neither bound, because the 
Constitution, which was paramount to all 


Jaw, gave them the power to elect their own 
officers. But. the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia said this was a contract—a binding, obligatory 
contract, to the execution of which their honor, 
their good faith, their fair dealing,were all pledged. 
And how did he make it out a contract? 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I willanswer the Senator, 
if he will nermit me. 

Mr. CLAY. At the proper time. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I thought you desired an 
answer. 

Mr. CLAY. Ido at the proper time: at my 
time, not at your time. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I awaif your time. 

Mr. CLAY. The argument of his friend [Mr. 
Bayarp] must have satisfied every one that heard it, 
that it was an office. What was the fact? Why, 
this Editor—this senior Editor—had stalked about 
this hall, day after day, having got the entree on the 
express ground that he was an officer of the Senate, 
for he could have got it on no other ground. But 
being regarded as an officer of the Senate by the 
Vice President, who‘had lately vacated his seat, he 


walked about with all the freedom of any other 


person who had the entree of the Senate. Then, as 
to this contract. under this resolution: was it a 
contract because it specified the terms, the fees, and 
the compensation? Why was not that the case with 
district attorneys and marshals? Were not they 
compensated by fees which were specified? 

Mr, BUCHANAN. The time. was not men- 
tioned. K ; 

Mr. CLAY. Time! let me put it to that gen- 
tleman. Suppose.tne party, when it had the power, 
had chosen to appoint a Printer for ten years, run- 
ning through General Harrison’s term and into 
that of his sueccessor, so as to disable us from  sé- 
parating ourselves and disencumbering ourselves 
from the putrid mass, so to be lashed -to our bodies 
and borne by us the whole time—would the con- 
tract have been binding? Or suppose the contract, 
instead of for a term of years, had been for life? 
Now, in all the cases he had mentioned—those of 
an attorney, a marshal, a clerk, or any other of- 
cer—there were duties specified by law and as 
clearly enumerated as by the resolution of 1819. 
Butall these held office, subject to the will of the 
appointing power. Now, in all these cases, „what 
does the contract amount to? To fulfil ihe duties 
while they remained in the employment. Well, 
that is part and parcel of this contract, assuming 
that they are officers, and he thought it had been 
proven by the express terms of the reselution of 29 
and of 19. What did they do? There was an elec- 
tion. Who succeeds? The one having a majority. 
How voted for? By ballot. How declared? In the 
usual mode. ‘The whole ceremony was like that 
this morning, when they proceeded to the election 
of a Sergeant-at-Arms. There was an election by 
ballot—an election by a majority; there was the | 
giving of a bond, the taking of an oath, and the 
performance of official duties; and, if all these did 
not create an effice and make a man an officer, he 
should like the gentleman from Pennsylvania to 
favor him with a definition of an officer. It was 
the common case, then, of an officer. But they had 
been reminded of a passage of that inaugural 
speech delivered the other day, and which he 
trusted the gentlemen would study and profit 
by in all its parts. 

They were reproached with violating some of the 
principles of the ‘party coming inte power, which 
were professed when out of power: How? Why, 
did gentlemen on the other side imagine that the 
party in power were going to consummate the tri- 
umph of proscription by retaining this man, because 
they had protested against proscription when it was 
carried on in this nation without regard*to services 
or character, and when persons were introduced of 
an opposite description and of inferior merits? 
Could gentlemen ‘lay that flattering unction to 
their souls?” Why, if they were to let this man 
remain, it would be the triumph of proscription— 
an absolute triumph. He knew not what the rules 
might be which would be adopted by the Executive 
department of the Government; but he trusted 
they would see none turned out but those who were 
incapable, dishonest, faithless to the Constitution, 
or who had improperly intermeddled with. the elec- 
tions. That was his principle; and on a former oc- 
casion he understood the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania as giving in his adhesion to it. But 
gentlemen seemed — disposed now to put 
themselves in opposition; and, on the first day of 
this session, they rose en masse. But if the gentle- 
men thought they could excite the sympathies of 
the country with such a being as Francis P. Blair, 
let them go out with him to the people, and pro- 
claim the injustice which had been done to him. 
All he (Mr. Cray) would wish was that they (Mr. 
Cray and his political friends) might not be asso- 
ciated with him. If there was no other ground for 
his dismissal, he (Mr. Cray) would go on the ground 
ofinfamy of character of the print and the Printer. 
They might be indicted on that ground. And 
let him tell Senators that, the other day, when the 
late and the present President, in a manner so 
honorable to themselves, were exchanging courte- 
sies with each other—a spectacle with which every 
manly man must be gratified—that. day was fixed 
upon by this Globe, as a foreign minister told him—. 


for he (Mr. Cray) scarcely ever saw the dirty 


-heet-—~that day: this-:man who, against their. pro- 
test, and all propriety, was to be forced upon them, 
selected to issue'a. tirade of abuse and scurrility 
against the President in power. If they re- 
garded the character of the country at home or 
abroad, he‘ought to be dismissed; and he would tell 
them there was searcely one circumstance that had 
done their party more mischief than the retention 
‘of such a man and such a paper as the official. or- 
gan. Now, he said,on the ground of the characterand 
reputation of the man and of the paper, they owed 
itto Christendom—they owed it to themselves— 
they owed it to the purity of the national character, 
to disconnect themselves at once and forever from 
these men. On the ground of the notoriously bad 
character of the print and the Printer, he should in- 
voke the Senate to displace them, and give them 
no longer the sanction of.an official character. 
And what injury would be done them?) They 
were the Printers to the Senate to the 3d of March, 
and they executed all the duties to that time. 
Their new office, from which it was proposed to 
dismiss them, they did not enter until the 4th, and 
they knew that the attempt would be made to dis- 
miss them. They were notified of it; and what inju- 
ry then could happen? As to their bond, he hoped, 
after the passage of this resolution, an order would 
bemade to returh their bond to them. They had 
been put to no expense—they had incurred no out- 
lay. It was but an allempt to prolong their power 
after the termination ofits legitimate exercise, and 
to force on them (the present majority) unaccepta- 
ble, unwelcome Printers, whom they had given 
notice they should attempt to remove as soon as 
they possessed. the powerto doit. The time had 
now come, and he trusted they should avail them- 
selves of it, and bya majority adopt the resolu. 
tion. 


Mr. WALKER said they had been accused of 
being guilty of an abuse of power-in electing a 
Printer for the next Congress. Butif this were an 
abuse of power, it was one which arose out of a 
joint resolution of both Houses of Congress, which 
‘was passed more than twenty years ago, and which 
had been repeatedly acted upon by both Houses, 
and with perfect uniformity in this body. It was 
a strange abuse of terms to call that an abuse. 
They were acting precisely in conformity with the 
jaw of the land; and they were doing what had 
been uniformly done by all their predecessors from 
the period at which this joint resolution was passed 
to the present period. He repeated, then, it was 
an abuse, a gross abuse of language and truth, to 
say this was an abuse of power. But it was asked 
to be considered an abuse of power, because, at the 
period when. they proceeded to this election, a new 
Senate was about to come into power, which would 
be composed of a political majority opposed to the 
majority which went into this election. And here 
again they had to complain of these very Senators 
who now charged this on them (the present mino- 
rity) as an abuse of power. He would refer to the 
journals of the Senate of the 28ih of February, 
1835, but four days before the expiration of. that 
body. And here he would remark, that the ses- 
sion of 1836 had been called the expunging session; 
but he thought that should be changed, and hereafter 
this should be called the expunging session, for here 
this body was to expunge a law of the United 
States—a joint resolution which hadvall the sanc- 
tion of law; they were about to expunge a con- 
contract—yes, this body was aboutto expunge 
both law and. contract. Now, let them see what 
those very gentlemen, who now charged the present 
minority with an abuse of power, did before the 
period arrived when they had to go into a minori- 
ty. They did what they (Mr. Waker and his 
friend) did ten days ago—they elected a Printer. 
Here were-the proceedings on the 28th of February, 
1835. And mark the date—but four days before 
that Senate was to expire. 


Mr. Preston, in pursuance of notice, moved that 
the Senate proceed to. the election of Printer of the 
Senate to the twenty-fourth Congress. 


Mr. Wrieur asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and the question was decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 27, noes 18. Among those vot- 
ing in the affirmative were Messrs. CALHOUN, CLAY 
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of Kentucky, Crayton, Ewine, Mancom, PREN- 
Tiss, PRESTON, SOUTHARD, TYLER, and WEBSTER. 

A motion by Mr. Benton to postpone the elec- 
tion was negatived—Ayes 18, noes 28. 

The Senate then proceeded to the election, and 
after 15 ballotings, Mr. Wricur moved to postpone 
the balloting indefinitely, which was decided in the 
negative. f : i 

The Senate then proceeded again to ballot, and 
on the 18th ballot, Messrs. Gales and- Seaton 
were declared to be elected Printers to the next 
Congress. 

Then the Senators who now charged on them 
(Mr. Wavxer’s side of the House] as an abuse of 
power, the election of a Printer on going into a 
minority, did the very same thing themselves, and 
at a time when they were going into a minority, by 
the election of Gales and Seaton. And what did 
the Democratic majority do? In 1836, having then 
a majority in the Senate of the United States, did 
they come forward and. annul the contract 
and the law of the land? No: they had too 
much regard for the sanctity of the law, to place 
unhallowed hands on a contract which had-~ been 
entered into in pursuance of law;and, though they 
had an absolute majority,they submitted as freemen 
ought, and allowed Gales and Seaton to continue as 
Printers to the Senate, and during their two years 
to derive ali the profits arising therefrom, which 
were enormous. He repeated, they were allowed 
to remain as the Printers to.the Senate, by a majority 
opposed to them in sentiment. He had almost 
said, how dare gentlemen, in the face of this 
fact, and in the face of the country, charge the 
Democratic - members now with an abuse of 
power? ` 


Well, but what were the reasons given? Here 
was a motion ‘to dismiss the Printers, and reasons 
were given. One was the infamy of the Printer. 
What! was that Printer who was charged to be an 
officer of the Senate, and whom they were asked to 
dismiss, on his trial? And were the Senators his 
judges? If so, who were his accusers? What 
were the charges? What was the evidence on 
which those charges were to be supported? For 
one, he (Mr. Waker) challenged gentlemen on the 
other side to the proof. He called for specifica- 
tions, and for proofs, and he appealed to them not 
to condemn unheard. Infamy of character! He 
denied it, and he again called upon gentlemen for 
proofs, Did they not all know, and had they not 
met, year afier year, and during this very year, 
Senators and Representatives opposed to us 
in politics, and one who is now a cabinet minister 
of General Harrison, in social converse with, and 
partaking of the hospitality of, the man who was 
now charged with infamy of character? If he were 
infamous, did that cabinet minister partake of hisin- 
famy—for he was an individual who had known this 
Printer, and his pnvate character well, in Ken- 
tucky during the period of his residence there, 
and more recently in Washington. He (Mr. 
Waker) challenged proof of that character. If 
he was tobe turned out, let him be heard—give 
him the privilege of an American citizen. Let 
him be confronted with his accusers, and let proof 
be’ adduced. Not only did the Senator who 
made this charge reflect on the cabinet minis- 
ter who had partaken of this Printer’s hospi- 
tality; but, when he charged this Printer with 
infamy, did he intend to charge infamy upon 
every Senator opposed to him (Mr. Cray] in poli- 
tics, who, ten days ago, voted for this man as the 
Printer of the Senate. Reasons must be given, and 
this must be the reason. Execution must be done. 
The blood of the first Democratic victim was that 
day to be sprinkled on thataltar; but, instead of being 
rendered infamous, he would be exalted as the first 
martyred victim, under the proscriptive principles 
of the new Administraticn. But, if he could 
not be removed on the ground of infamy of 
character, which he (Mr. Warem) wholly de- 


nied, on what other ground was he to be removed? | 


Why, it was plainly on political and party grounds. 
If he was to be removed because he was 
the head of a party press, and the head of 
another party press was to succeed him, it was 
a direct attack on the liberty of the press. This 
man was to be punished because he had advocated 


ee 


political doctrines: opposed to those of the’majority 
of this body, and a system: of rewards ‘and:pufiish- 
ments was to be adopted.-to’ influence~the S 
A- political editor was tó‘ be? puniske 
a political editor’ whose. doctrinés ‘are’ conso- 
nant- with those of- the  present~’ majority “of 
this Senate was to be rewarded.: Jt- 
most daring, open, and flagrant attack on 
ty of the press. -Tt had but one parallel; ‘an 
was the celebrated case of William Duane, wh ‘ 
1800, during the last expiring days of the dynasty. - 
of the elder Adams when carrying out ‘the’sedi+ 
tion law, was brought up on a charge of libel ‘on. 
that body. That Democratic editor had» òp” ` 
posed the administration. of John’ -Adams—he 
had opposed the violence ‘of “many “of ‘its 
acis and proceedings; and for this he was brought 
up before the Senate. of the United States. And 
when he was called up, the counsel that he pro- 
posed to advocate his cause—the then ‘Mr... Dallas 
and Mr. Cooper—were refused to ‘be heard, 
and he was directed to be prosecuted fór 
a libel on the Senate of the United States. 
But that, the first attack: that was made 
on the liberty of the press, in ` thé“ person’ of 
William Duane, consigned most of- its actors, if 
not to infamy, at. least to expulsion from political 
power; and he (Mr. Waker) warned gentlemen 
that this act, that this bringing:down of the politi- 
cal guillotine on the head of this individual—the 
depriving him, in this summary manner, of his-con- 
tract, without charge, without accuser, without spe- 
cification or accusation, and: without ‘being: héard, 
might. be followed by > similar effects. ° It 
would be in vain to attempt to delude the coun- 
try on this subject: there was not a human being 
that would believe that this was not a political pro- 
scription—that this man was not proscribed and de- 
prived of his office or contract because he was the edi- 
tor cf a free press, and promulgated doctrines that 
were opposed to those of the party inpower. For that, 
in this summary manner, they were to violate both 
law and contract; and, in the language of the sum- 


‘mary resolution of the Senator from North Caro- 


lina, they were to dismiss him from office. Well, ` 
jet it be done; and, though the dismissal might be 
summary, he (Mr. Warrer) said “it might end 
in the dismissal of those whose first act was pre- 
seription. Bee Scot ea AO 
On the motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, ' 
The Senate then adjourned. y - 
ps 


; Turspay, March 9, 1844 
The resolution to dismiss Blair ‘and Rives” as 
Printers to the Senate, being taken up-— 


Mr. HUNTINGTON said, when oe yester- 


day to address the Senate, it was not thig intention 
to discuss, at large, the merits of thf” resolution; 
nor was it now his purpose to do so. - When, a few 
weeks since, they had before the: Senate the resolu- 
tion to.appoint these gentlemen Printers to the Se- 
nate, he improved the opportunity to express his 
views on some of the pcints, incidentally, and’ on 
others more particularly, which were involved. in 
the resolution now before the Senate. It was not his 
purpose to repeat them; and he would not now say. 
one word on the resolution, were it. not that he felt . 
desirous to reply to some of the arguments. that had 
been urged against it—some reply to what had-been 
brought forward; and he asserted (with deference 
to the honorable member to whom he should al- 
lude) what he considered some of the most extra- 
ordinary positions which had been advanced in the 
Senate. And although it was stated by the hono-. 
rable Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bocnanan]. 
who advanced them, that he believed he could: be 
sustained by every judge on the bench below them, 
and by every judge and respectable lawyer im the 
Union, notwithstanding his respect for his (Mr. 
B's] legal attainments and his abilities, he felt al- 
most constrained to say that-he did not believe, 
that out of the Senate these positions would have 
been advanced and attempted to be maintained by 
any respeciable professional lawyer, or that. the 
opinions could be jawfally maintained. He might 
be wrong. He did not profess, and ought not to 
have, entire confidence in his own views, but he 
believed :that-on an analysis of the subject, it 
would be found that the charges against. them 


“Mceessfully maintained, What, were 


That the. 
n. office;-that what he. does: is. merely 
nical. ; that. he: is .employed under contract, 
end not .2s-.an officer, and as such, not subject to 
‘xemoval. er ; 
2. That if he: bean. oficer, it is competent: for 
l to contract with him .as such; that they 
ight, andit: would be a breach of faith 
or. on the:part.of this Senate to pass:this 
ution; for . the: effect.of it would be to break 
plighted ‘faith, and disregard their plighted 


~ 2 These were, the two positions; and it would be 
his-design, to:show that they had no foundation in 
‘principle-or in analogy. : 

The Senator had stated what; he had no doubt, 
was the-conviction.of his own mind to this Senate, 
and ithad-gone forth to the country that a repeal, 
or rather that a removal and dismissal ef these men 
implied in it a,breach of contract; and those who 
sustained, the resolution now. on the table were to 
beheld out. tothe community, as those who, in 
effect, were prepared-to break down the inviola- 
bility, which ought to be thrown around, and by 
the Constitution and. laws of the country is thrown 
around, all legal constitutional contracts. 

_ He (Mr. H.) did not belong to that class of pc- 
litieians who think all is fair in politics; nor to 
another class, who think that the spoils belong to 
the victors; nor yet to another class, who think that 
the.supremacy of the laws, and the solemnity and 
binding obligation of contracts, is not to be main- 
‘tained. . No: his habits, his employment, his busi- 
negsiin jife, had led him at least to the maintenance 
of. -what:he conceived true doctrine; and that was, 
that the laws, the Constitution and- laws, are su- 
preme; and to be maintained; and that lawful con- 
tracts are to.be enforced. When. this was presented, 
. (if-éversach.a, case should eccur,) that a resolu- 
tion’should be passed by either branch of Congress, 
„or both, directing the performance of a. great pub- 
he...work, after a contract had been made, they 
would not find him one that would rise in his place 
„and offer a resolution, that the contract should be 
‘rescinded. 


~ He should not contend that it was not binding, | 


and support a resolulion which, if passed, would 
destroy the obligatory force of the contract. No: 
df this resolution implied in it any thing of the na- 
ture ofa breach of contract-—if its effect was, in 
the slightest degree, to violate the honor and faith 
of the Senate, he would be one of the last, .in this 
body to interfere with its due and free execution. 

But believing, as he did, that there was in this 
act proposed to be done, no interference, in the 
slightest degree, with any contract, expressed or 
implied-—believing it was in the power of this Se- 
nate to pass this resolution, in the legal, constitu- 
tidtial power; and believing, further, that it was re- 
quired, he should come up, and, if there were any 
responsibility iu:voting in favor of it, he should 
take this responsibility, and feel that he was dis- 
chaxging what he not only had a right to do, but 
moa, under the circumstances, was an imperious 

uty. . 

The resolution implied two things: one was— 
that’ this Senate has the right to dismiss its Prin- 
ters; 

And the other was—-that it is expedient to exer- 
else that right. These were the only two points 
involved in the resolution. : 

In relation to the ‘first—whether they had the 
right to pass it (he did not mean merely to vote on 
it) but whether they had the moral right to pass this 

_gesolution—-he proposed, for the-purpose of meeting 

+. thé objections which had been urged against it by 

° :4M@' Senator from Pennsylvania, (and he would con- 
sider it ina very brief manner, for it lay within the 

: cot pass of a nuteshell,) to endeavor to answer 
thi 


Os¢ there had been no joint resolution. The 
io tò elect them did mot purport on its face 
consequence or pursuance of a joint reso- 
asnothing more or less than this: “Re- 


he ap ient of a Printer’—not for two years, 
under the joint resolution of 1819, but “for next 


office of Printer to. this body is in _ 


“nate. 
vulge- confidential communications: made to this 


CONGRESSIONA 


? fess: Suppose there. kad- beew no joint- reso- 
lution:presoribing the duties, the compensation, ihe 
mode of appointment, &c..and they had appointed 
the Printer, could they not have- removed him under 
this resolution? - - cites j 
“Is he-an:officer of the body? H the Senator from 
Pennsylvania.was. right, they: could not have re- 
moved him, if. there had been no joint: resolution; 
because; -he-tells. you, that-he is not.an < fiicer—that 
itis contract made, and we cannot dissolve it by 
our own act. = i PS 
This brought up the question, whether the Prin- 
ter was an officer or not? TheSenator from Penn- 
sylvania-said he was not, but that he was no more 
such than many individuals who performed ser- 
vices for the Senate; and asks, “is. the page 
who waits on us an. officer? Is the person that 
makes our fire, prepares our stationery, or repairs 
the clock, an officer?” And then-asks whether they 
are not as much officers as the Printers to this body? 
They were required to do certain specific acts, and 
so is a printer. -How, then, do you distinguish be- 
tween the two? Did not the intelligent and honora- 
ble Senator perceive the difference; the difference be- 
tween the page that waits on us here, not appointed 


. by the Senate, and the Printer appointed by the 


body? Ifthe Printer was not an officer, he (Mr. 
H.) wanied to know what was an officer? Is our 
Secretary an officer? He took it for granted that 
this would be agreed to by all. Why was he an 
officer? Was it not because he has certain duties 
to perform, and because he is appointed by the 
body to perform these duties? Was not that the 
reason? But the page, and the man that repaired 
their clock, was not appointed by the body; the 
Secretary employs him, and appoints him, but 
not the body itself; he was not, therefore, an officer 
of the body. Ifa Printer was not an officer, they 
had not an officer, except the Vice President, whom 
the Constitution declares an officer; and whom 
you cannot remove, except for misdemeanor, for 
there was not the slightest difference, excepting the 
duties to be performed, between the Printer and 
Secretary. What does the Secretary perform? 
How was he appointed? By the body—to perform 
certain duties necessary to the well being and honor 
of the body. What is your Printer? Does he not 
your printing, instead of writingit oul? Do you 
not require of him the performance of-certain acts? 
What difference is there between the two, except- 
ing that, in the one case, your Secretary does cer- 
tain specified duties, and has an annual salary; the 
Printer doss some others, and has a different 
compensation? But in both casesit was a public 
office—a public appointment, made by the body 
under the Constitution, under which they were 
assembled. 


Was there any mistake in this? Was he mis- 
taken as to the conclusion they must come to, inde- 
pendent of the joint resolution? And could any one 
doubt that when under the joint resolution they de- 
clared they would appoint an officer, whether they 
did appoint an officer? They appointed one yester- 
day, (the Sergeant-at-Arms.) Was he an officer? 
Could they not remove him to-day, just as they 
could the Secretary—just what the President does 
every day he pleases—remove an officer that he 
appoints? Did the fact that his duties are mechani- 
cal make the slightest difference in the case? It 
seemed to him perfectly manifest, that, independent 
of the appointment of Printer under the joint reso- 
lution, there could not be the slightest doubt that 
such a person, appointed to perform such duties by 
this body, was an cfficer. If he was, (and nothing 
else was the case,) no priaciple of parliamentary 


law was better settled than that an officer holds his | 


office at the will of the body appointing him. He 
should not go into an illustration ef this point, for 
he was sure that he should have. the assent of all 
Senators to this—that, as a general rule, the Clerk, 
the Secretary, and officers of Parliament, hold their 

office at the pleasure of the appointing power. 
Another reason why he might be removed. It was 
not only incident to the nature of the office that he 
might be removed, but indispensable, as the case may. 
be, to the due observance of the rights of the Se: 
If their Secretary should think proper to. di- 


body; could they not remove him? . Could they not 


GLOBE. _ 


| pass a resolution:dismissing him, and appeiat:ano- 


ther?’--Suppose:he:insulted them in open Senate. 


|. were they obliged.to keep him in office as Seeretaty} 

Were-they obliged to go through the formality: of 
` proceedings to remove. him, or- could they not get 
|. rid of him at once? 
` Suppose he should abuse their. confidence, and, 
- when a confidential communication was given to 


How was it with the Printer? 


him, should publish it-in his newspaper—was it 
not indispensable, as the case might be, to the pres 
servation of the rights of the Senate, that this per- 
gon should. be dismissed? It. was inherent in the 
very constitution of the body: unless they had- tbe 
power to remove a person whom they appointed as 
a servant, there was an end. to the body—at any 
rate, to the preservation of its honor and dignity. 
He would not enlarge further on this, but would 
assume, if there were no joint resolution on this 
subject, the case would be clear, and then they 
could pass this resolution without the slightest in- 


_ fringement of obligation. 


This brought him to the more important poiat, to 
the able argument of the Senator from Penasylva- 
nia, in which he had said every thing that could be 
said, with that skill and ingenuity that always cha- 
racierized him in debate. What was the resolu- 
tion? He would not now go into the difference be- 
tween the resolution of 1819 and 29. That of 
1819, if any lawyer would examine, he would'see 
that it expended its force at the first appointment. 
He agreed that of 1829 provided that there should 
be an appointment within the last thirty days of the 
session, but it did not say how long he must hold 
it; that of 1819 did—“for two years.” Did it make 
the slightest difference in point of principle whether 
this officer was appointed under the joint resolu- 
tion or without it? It was not the creation of an 
office; the Constitution had prescribed in relation to 
this. The Constitution said they should appoint 
him; and though the joint resolution was merely 
carrying out this principle, it did not make an of+ 
fice—this was what he supposed to be a misappre- 
hension of the Senator from Pennsylvania, as to 
its nature. Was there any thing in the resolution 


pointed without it? So far from it, the resolution, 
even of 1819, did nothing more nor less than this— 
itpointed out in words, specifically, certain duties to 
be performed by the Printers; it directed the mode 
in which it was to be performed—the compensa- 
tion; and then specified the time when to be ap- 
pointed; that wasall. He asked the attention of 
the Senator from Pennsylvania to this view of the 
joint resolution. He (Mr. B.) considered it as cre- 
ating a contract between the two parties. There 
was ne contract in this resolution—nothing in the 
form and nature of a contract—nothing more nor 
less than a declaration that they had certain duties 
to perform, how they should be paid for, and then 
at what time the officer to perform them shall be 
appointed. But did this make him less.an efficer? 
Was there any thing of the nature of a contract 
connected with ii? If any one (which he denied) 


admitted that a contract grew outcf the office, it 


was one which, if the office becomes vacant; or 
the officer be removed, was annulled and the: of- 
ficial bonds with it, which are nothing more ‘nor 
less than a bond for the faithful performance of the 
duties while in office. 

He would illustrate his view of the joint resolu- 
tion. by a case which was so perfectly analogous, 


that the human mind could not distinguish between: 


them. They had what was called a sub-ireasurer; 
and then his duties are pointed out, and the mode and 
time when to be appointed—that was explained by: 
the Constitution of the United States. If he had 
not been appointed by the resolution, he must have 
been by the President of the United States. 

Now, because the duties were pointed out, the 


compensation pointed ot, and because he gives’ 


bond and security, could not the President remove 
him? Was there any doubt about this?. The Trea- 
swer of the United States has certain duties to per- 
form. Who appoints him? The Constitution says 
the President, unless Congress provide some other 
manner. 
Can he be removed at the pleasure of the President? 
Why, has he not entered into a bond to discharge 
the ‘duties faithfully? And jt this Treasurer is such 


which made him less an officer than if he was ape. 


Is the Treasurer an officer? Admitted. 


& 


such could'be discharged, notwithstanding he had 
been appointed, could not the Printer, who is ap- 
pointed’an officer under the joint resolution, point- 
ing out his duties, be removed? Let us take the 
case of the Secretary of the Senate. Suppose, in- 
stead of there being any law on the subject, he was 
appointed by joint resolution, or otherwise—that 
the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of thes 
House of Representatives should perform certain 
duties, pointing them out—he would suppose there 
was a similar joint resolution, only substituting the 
“Secretary” “for the “Printer?-—-that hereafter, the 
Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House 
shall be confined to these duties, to wit: (be 
then specified the duties;) and that he shall 
receive his compensation, $3,000 per year, 
during. the next Congress, and then that 
it proceed, just as this has done, “that on the 
first Thursday of the first session of each Congress 
they shall be appointed.” Suppose that it was in 
the form of-a joint resolution, could they not re- 
move their Secretary if they pleased? Suppose 
we had required bonds of him: cannot we remove 
him because his duties are pointed ont? He 
thought there was no doubt on this subject. Could 
they not do the same with the Printer? He might 
go en and multiply these remarks almost indefi- 
nitely. As to the nature of thisiesolutien, he would 
not now go on into the discussion of it at length. 
He should not inquire whether it was one that could 
not be repealed by either body, without the consent 
of thé President of the United States, but he wish- 
ed to proceed on the principle that it was a law—a 
joint resolution; and then said that there was no- 
thing more in the joint resolution than a declara- 
tion of the duties to be performed, and the compen- 
sation to be paid; and this was the case with any 
officer. ` 

One word more. They had now, in the case of 
their Secretary, without the joint resolution, the du- 
ties marked out for him, impiied by law. Did 
there not attach to every officer of the Senate cer- 
tain duties that he must do? That he must be 
prompt in his attendance here—that he treat this 
body with all due respect anddecorum? Was not 
this implied in the very nature of his office? 

Did the joint resolution add any thing to the na- 
ture of his obligations?) Was he less an officer? 
less subject to removal? If he did not very much 
mistake the nature of the joint resolution—for he 
could not think that any gentleman who voted for 
it supposed that there was any thing more in it than 
the-declaration of what specifie duties should be 
performed—that was all that the joint resolution 
proposed. He was an officer just as much; so 
that the joint resolution and the whole subject. was 
brought within the compass of a single inquiry, 
and ihat was—independent of this joint resolution, 
(if they had merely passed a vote declaring that 
they would appoint a Printer for the next Con- 
gress,) could they not remove him? And if 
they could not, he begged leave to know if there 
was any officer whom, if they chose, they had not 
the power to remove? s 


He would endeavor, as well as he could, to 
compress his remarks within a short compass.’ 
Thegeneral view that he badin relation to this mat- 
ter; considered this Printer as an officer under the 
Constitution; such an officer as, by acknowledged 
parliamentary law, istemovable. The joint resolu- 
tion.did not make the slightest. difference in the 
nature of the office; and in this point of view, he 
was prepared to say that the Senate has the power 
of exercising what was called their right, 
‘of removing or. dismissing these Printers from 
office. 

On the question, whether they should exercise it or 
not, he wished merely to say, that, the manner and 
the circumstances under. which this appointment 
was made, not only justified, butdemanded of them, 


that they should exercise this power; and that was | 


. the principle on which they were prepared to place 
it, independent of other considerations. He-held it 
to.be expedient to make this removal. 

He knew much was said yesterday about “pro- 
scription,” and we were told that the first blood. of 
the first martyr was to be shed on : your. table. 
There was something rather ludicrous in this idea, 


ah Cificer, having specific duties io perform, andas H of these gentlemen being mattyrs under the circum-. 


} stances under which they were appointed. 

He wished to correct what he thought an error. 
‘The Senator from Mississippi had said, when the 
appointment of a Printer was made by the Senate 
in 1834 and 735, it was an appointment by one po- 

litical body, when another, at the next session, 
“would be of a different character. He did not so 
understand it. There never had been an instance 
until the present, of one political party in either 
branch of Congress appointing Printers for the 
body to succeed them, when il was known that at 
the next session there would be a change in the ma- 
jority of the body; he believed not a single one. 
‘He agreed with the Senator from Mississippi, that 
at that session those who were in the minority at 
the commencement, unexpectedly became a ma- 
jority, and the Printer was not removed. Look at 
your journal; do you not find that the same body 
‘that appointed the Printer in the session of 1834- 


They all knew what was the occasion, in some re- 
spects, of the change that took place. A number 
of the members were removed by death. He could 
tell of one; and when he thought of his name, he 
was filled with esteem and respect—he meant his 
predecessor, the late Mr. Smith, who came at the 
commencement of the session, and, before its close, 
the Supreme: Being, in his inscrutable Providence, 
removed ‘him by death. He did not speak of others 
who were thus taken out of the Senate. Thus a 
change was effected in the bodys > 

He repeated, so far as he knew, there never had 
been an officer appointed by. this body, by a politi- 
cal ‘party going out of power, when it was known 
that the succeeding would be of a different charac- 
ter. This was the very first time, ia the history of 
this Government, in which an attempt was made, 
by a defeated party just going out of office, to elect 
a Printer, known to be, or supyosed to be, unac- 
ceptable to the party coming inte power. It was 
known at the time, said at the time; and the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas, whose frankness on all occa- 
sions was worthy of regard, did not hesitdte to 
avow the principle on which they acted. Now, 
was there any obligation resting on them, either to- 
wards Senators or towards the individuals, that 
they should retain them in office? If there was 
any principle of propriety that shou!d induce them 
to continue in office these Printers, personally re- 
pulsive to them—if he thought it ought to be done, 
he would not then vote for this resolution. But he 
could perceive none. He would dismiss the whole 
subject, therefore, with the remark, that on the re- 
quisite examination of it in every point of view, 
he had arrived in his own miad to the result, that 
this body had the power to pass the resolution; and, 
under the circumstances in which they were called 
to act on it, not only was it their right, but their 
duty. 

Mr, KING suggested the following modification 
of the amendment of the Senator from Missouri, 
which Mr. Benton accepted: 


“Resolved, That Messrs. Blair and Rives, baving 


been duly elected Printers to the Senate during the 
late session of Congress, under the joint resolution 
of the two Houses providing for the election of 
Printers to Congress, it isnot competent for the Se- 
nate to annul that election, and thereby divest the 
rights which Blair and Rives may have acquired by 
that election, they having entered into contract to 
execute the printing, and given bond, which has 
been approved, as directed by law.” 


Mr. HENDERSON said, by the amendment . 


it would seem that there was a contract resulting 


from a law, and the objection to the removal of . 


the Prin‘er was predicated on that. Now, he pro+ 
posed to show that there was no contract resulling 
from a law—in other words, he denied that there 
was a law at all. The resolution of 1819 he as- 
sumed to be void. It purported to be a joint reso- 
lation prescribing the form and manner in which 
each House shall elect its own Printer, and pay 
him. Now, if this were necessary, it wasa law. 
Ifit were necessary that they should have the 
‘concurrence of the other House, and the sanction 
ofthe President it was a law; but if it were not 


necessayy, if they had authority by which they | 


could make this appointment—this resolution could 


a 


“add nothing to their origin Bo 


235, appointed the committees at the next session. . 


“confer with the House of Representatives or; wi 


the 


“not be as 


stitution says, “every.order, resolution, or-¥ot 
‘Which the concurrence of. the Senate and . Ho! 
of Representatives may. be. necessary, (ex 

on a question of adjournment,) . shall p 


were right respecting the resolution. which-they..as- 
‘sumed to be a law. . He. denied that :this, inthe 
‘language.of the Constitution, was an “order”. or 
“resolution” that was to be presented, to:the. Presi- - 
dent, or to which the signature of the President 
was requisite. , ee 
Without going into an argument.on that paint, 
after it had been so ably argned, he. would assume 
‘that it was beyond contradiction. He took it; for. 
granted no man would contend, that, tọ empower 
‘the Senate to elect its Printer, it was neeessary..to:: 


the President, or that the Senate should ha’ 
concurrence. And how. steod.:the resolution in its ° 
operation. Had the House regarded it as law}; .,.{t 
was well known that the House had-for : years dis- 
regarded it; it had not been. deemed: obligatory, by 
the House of Representatives, and thePrinters:had ` 
come in on different terms, and under. different 
contracts. ‘This being the case, it was shown to 
be no rule of action for the Senate, as it had not 
been for the House. 


Mr. SMITH of Connecticut said he: showld‘not 
have trespassed on the time of the Senate for aimo- 
ment, if it were not that he had heard decla- 
rations made which he felt bound. briefly: ito 
notice; and he would take the: liberty to. ex- 
press his opinion as to the:soundness of the contract 
claimed to be such on his side of the House, andso 
regarded by himself. There appeared to'be ainetes- 
sity—and that seemed to be conceded on the part. 
of their opponents~—to.enable the Senate to dismiss. 
these Printers, to make them: officers.of :the Senate. 
All seemed to proceed on that ground; ard without . 
that, there seemed to be noclaim ‘on’ their part to.: 
dismiss the Printers, and to declare their con 
tract void. Now, there had been a joint resolution 
giving the appointment of the Printer tothe sepa~ 
rate bodies, under which, for something like twen- 
‘ty years, the two Houses had appointed” their 
Printers. But it was claimed by the-opposite-side : 


“that this had fallen into disuse, and that; therefore, 


it was not binding. He could hardly see: how-it 
could be regarded as. not binding, after twenty years? ` 
observance of it; But it had’ been-said that Blair 
and Rives were admiited on this floor as officers. 
‘Could it be pretended that they were under the cons 
trol of this body as servants? No: but on the‘contra- 
-ry, their contract pointed out what. they should do. 
But he understood there-had been a proposition:te 
employ a Printer in a different way—that the Se- 
cretary should employ the Printer. . Now, ‘if: the 
‘Printer were an officer, he asked whether an officer 
‘could be thus constituted by proxy? Te his- mind: 
it wasclear.it could not be done; and to bimrit'was ~ 


“equally clear that the Printers were not‘ officers. 


“He would ask the indulgence. of the Sénate‘for 
`a few moments on another point. “The dismissal 


of Mr. Blair was advocated on..the other side on 
ground that he was an infamous ‘man. 
If this were so, was it not to be supposed that the 


‘Democratic Senators, who gave: him’ their ‘sup- 


port, knew that as .well.-as “theo cgentieman 


“who made the declaration? ` Could it-be supposed 
“he could have acquired that character without 


every man there knowing it? And if he (Mr. 
Smita) would give his support to an “infamous” 
man, to a cheat, a robber, or a debauchee, must he 
} “infamous”? as the man he supported? 
But, before he was charged with that infamy, the 
‘man who made the charge ought to know: that: 


“there wag iruir im the: accusation. If, then, it was 
meant to’reflect infamy on. the Democratic Senators, ` 
lhe undertook to say that it was. a false; and a vile” - 


‘imputation, But he would ask where he was to 


‘proof ‘tbat their-Printer was regarded as 
“infamous?” “Was -hë to look at. those entertain- 


J ments which had béen alluded to?) Who were the 


, 


men that were found.there, and in intimate social 
communion with the man now denounced as “infa- 
mous?” He- believed this man (Mr. Blair) 
stood as pure and virtuous as any man in the com- 


: munity, and he should not- have had his (Mr. 


Smrri’s) vote if.it had been otherwise. There be- 
ing no objection, then, to his moral character, and 
the-contract being legal and constitutional, he cau- 
tioned: the: Senate how it. proceeded to annul the 
contraet, arid to declare it invalid. 

“The question was ‘then taken on the amendment 
of the Senatorfrom Missouri, and it was negatived 
—ayes. 25, noes 18, as follows: 

“YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, MacRoberts, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury and Wright—-18. 

“NAYS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans,. Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Moorehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—25. 

_ The question then again recurred on the original 
resolution,'on which the ayes and noes were or- 
dered. 
Mr. CALHOUN said: I rise, Mr. President, as 
_the' question is about to be put, to state the grounds 
on which I propose to place my vote. There are 
some questions tooclear to be supported or opposed 


` by argument, and this appears to me to be one of 


that’ description. All that ean be done in such 
cases, is to give a distinct statement of the points 


' javolved, and leave them to force their way by their 
_ own:intrinsic evidence. 


It is that which I propose 
to do in the present instance. 

The first point involved in considering this ques- 
tion is, has the Senate a right to employ persons 
to-do its printing? No one can doubt that. It 
is. admitted on all sides. 


The next is, can it enter into a contract with such’ 


persons.for the purpose? How can that be doubt- 
ed? How else could they be employed, but by 
contract, expressed or implied? It is the only 
mode in which it has ever been done from the foun- 
dation ofthe Government. At first, the mode was 
by-Jetting it out to the highest bidder; but that was 
found to be objectionable. Persons not competent, 


and without adequate means, were in the habit’ 


of bidding for the contract on speculation, and after- 
wards either execute it improperly, or fail to exe- 
cute at all. A change, in consequence, became neces- 
sary in the modeof selecting Printers, which twealy 
years ago terminated in the present; to fix the rate 
‘of. compensation, and leave it to each House to se- 
lect-theic Printers by the vote of a majority. Such 
has been the invariable practice ever since. It is, 
in fact, as far as the present question is involved, 
the same in principle with the original mode. The 
only difference is, that, in. the present, the rate is 
fixed, and the persons selected or designated by 
each House by a vote of the majority; and in the 
original, the lowest bid determined both the rate 
and the persons. The execution, in each case, was 
under contract. 

The next point is, has the Senate made its selec- 
tion to do its printing for the. time specified; and 
have the persons so selected entered into a contract 
to perform it? There, sir, on the table of the Se- 
cretary, lies the bond of Messrs. Blair and Rives, 
duly. executed—signed, sealed, and delivered, with 
adequate security, and a heavy penal sum for the 
faithful execution of the printing; they having 
been. previously selected, in due form, under the 
order of the Senate. Every thing has been done 
orderly,.and according to the invariable practice 
which:has prevailed for the last twenty years, with- 
out being disturbed, or questioned, under all the 
party..changes which have occurred during that 
long: period, until the present time. 

Its this contract, thus made, that this resolution 
proposes to rescind, not directly, but indirectly, by 
dismissing. Blair.and Rives.as Printers to the Se- 
nate, but which would be, in effect, to set aside and 
annul their contraet; and what would that be but a 
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act of power and bad faith on our part? 

Such is the inevitable consequence, from a sim- 
‘ple statement of the points involved. in the ques- 
tion. There can be no escape, but by denying that 
the instrument which they have signed, and by 
which they have bound themselves. to execute the 
printing of the body, is a contract; and to this ex- 
tremity have gentlemen been driven, against the 
plain facts of the case. For this purpose, they dis- 
tinguish between employment and offiée, and insist 
that they are not simply persons employed to do 
the printing of the Senate, but that they are officers 
of the body, appointed under the provisions of the 


plain and palpable violation of contract—a naked 


` Constitution, which authorizes each House to ap- 


point its own officers; and that, as such, they are as 
liable to be dismissed as our Secretary or Door- 
keeper. I do not deny that all public employments 
may be regarded as offices, taking the term in its broad 
sense, and offices as employments; but the distinc- 
tion between them, as far as the question of contract, 
or the right of dismissing at pleasure, is concerned, 
is as broad and plain as the Pennsylvania avenue, 
When the business to be done is to be performed 
by the person employed, it may be either one or 
the other, according to circumstances. If the capi- 
tal and materials belong to the person employ- 
ed, if he hires the workmen, if he runs the risk of 
loss and gain, he is simply an employee, and not 
an Officer; and the engagement between him and 
the public a contract, and not simply a bond 
fer the faithful execution of official duties, as this 
has been represented to be. The reason of the dif- 
ference is obvious. A reciprocal obligation in all 


such cases, either expressed or implied, between | 


the employer and the employee, always exists, un- 
less there is an express stipulation to the contrary; 
and it is on such understanding of mutual obliga- 
tion that the business of the community is almost 
entirely conducted. 

Such is the fact in this case. Blair and Rives 
engaged to do the printing of the Senate at their, 
not our, expense. For this purpose a large capital 
must necessarily be invested in building, printing 
apparatus, and materials, accompanied by a heavy 
outlay in the hire of hands and incidental expenses. 
Theirs is the hazard. If the building or materials 
should be burnt or destroyed; if prices should rise, 
so as to make it a losing concern; the loss is theirs, 
notours. Andisitto be supposed that all this 
hazard would be incurred without the plighted faith, 
on our part, that they should continue to do our print- 
ing, for the time stipulated, provided they should 
faithfully perform their engagements? The con- 
trary supposition would be absurd. I put it to the 
Senators on the opposite side, if, instead of having 
the buildings and printing apparatus, they had 
erected the one and purchased the other, under the 
bond which they have given to execute the print- 
ing, would you not regard the dismissal an act of 
gross injustice—a violation of a fair understanding 
between you and them, which justified the incur- 
ring of such heavy expense on their-part, as ne- 
cessary to the execution of the work? And can it 
make their bond more or less a contract, because 
they happen to have them already in their posses- 
sion? If you reverse it, and suppose the building, 
the printing apparatus, and the expense and risk, 
to be the public’s, and not theirs, and that they had 
been elected to take the general superintendence of 
a public establishment, instead of their own, then, 
indeed, they would be officers in the sense you con- 
tended for, and liable to be dismissed, like other 
efficers, and not mere employees to do the printing 
of the Senate, as they clearly are. Such and so 
wide is the difference between officers, in the proper 
sense, and mere employees, as far as the question 
of rescinding this contract is involved. 

But it has been said that it has been decided that 
they are entitled to be admitted into this chamber 
on the ground that they are officers of the body. 
Bat is there not obviously a marked distinction be- 
tween that and the principle on which the question 
of contract stands? In deciding by the Vice Presi- 
dent the case of the right of admission, it was not 
necessary: to distingnish between an officer and that 
of an employee, the performance of whose duty 
made his presence necessary here, as much so as 
if he superintended a public printing establishment 
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as a salaried officer, and not a private one, at their 
own risk and expense, and even more so in some 
respects. : 

Itis also said that their bond is no more a con- 
tract than that given. by the collector of the customs, 
or any other officer, for the faithful discharge of- 
duty, and which itis admitted does not permit bis | 
dismissal. What has already Beéen said is sufti- 
cient to distinguish between the two cases. But 
suppose the case to be reversed, and that the 
collector, say of the port. of New York, 
instead of being a mere superintendent, to 
collect the revenues of that port, at the 
expense of the public, as is the case, had made 
an arrangement with the Government to collect it 
at his own expense and risk, for a fixed period, at a 
given rate per centum, could he, in that. case, be 
dismissed, so long as he faithfully performed his 
engagement, without viclation of contract? If 
farther illustration of the difference of the two 
cases be necessary, the Post Office Department will 
furnish it. The two classes, officers and employ- 
ees, are both to be found in that branch of service. 
The deputy postmasters are of the former descrip- 
tion, and can be dismissed the service without vio- 
lation of contract; but very different is the case 
with the persons employed to carry the mail. They 
do it at their own expense, and are acknowledged 
to be contractors; and can, as such, only be dis- 
missed, as is acknowledged, in consequence of a 
positive stipulation in their contract to that effect. 

But other grounds are assumed in attempting to 
justify this lawless act of power, as I must regard 
it. We are told that the other House have changed 
the practice under the joint resolution of 1819 and 
1829. I reply, that each House has a right to inter- 
pret for itself; and it is notfor us to say,whether they ` 
adopted the true interpretation or not. One thing, 
however, is certain, that they have never yet dis- 
missed their Printer, or attempted to do so, even 
under circumstances any way similar to the pre- 
sent. But, suppose they had, would that justify 
us in departing from our uniform custom of 
twenty years’ standing, and which, no one can 
doubt, isin conformity to the letter and spirit of 
those resolutions? But, sir, I lay beth resolutions 
out of the question in the view I have taken. I 
do not inquire whether they are constitutional or ` 
not, or whether we have, or have not, conformed 
to them. It is unnecessary as far as the present 
question is concerned, It is sufficient that we 
have a right to employ contractors to do our print- 
ing; that Blair and Rives have been so employed, 
and that they have entered into a written contract, 
with all due solemnities, to perform their duty. If 
the original resolutions be unconstitutional, or if 
there be in what we have done any wantof con- 
formity to them, it is we, and not they, who are 
responsible. So say justice and common honesty, 
as well as self-respect. ; 

But, sir, I have stated the case far stronger 
than is necessary for the side I support. I 
might waive our undoubted right to em- 
ploy persons to do our printing by contract; I 
might admit it to be doubtful whether the bond 
given by Blair and Rives isa contract or not, and 
whether they are in fact officers or merely employ- 
ees, and yet stand on impregnable grounds in 
maintaining that you have no right to pass this re- 
solution. I might rest the question on the simple 
fact that you selected them as Printers, and have 
entered into a written instrument with them that 
they are to. do the printing, and might concede that 
itisa disputed and doubtful point whether they 
are officers in the sense you contend for, or not, 
and yet show conclusively, on the soundest prin- 
ciples, that we have no right to do this act. We 
are one party, and they another, to this transaction— 
we the powerful, and they the weak; and is 
there any rule more’ fundamental, according to the 
code of morals, and the principles of our free po- 
litical system, than that no one has a right to judge 
in his own case? Or that the right of decision, in 
such cases as this,belongs to another and appropriate 
department, and not tous? To assume the re- 


verse, would be to assume that one Legislature had 


the right to set aside contracts entered into by. its 


, predecessors, whenever a question of doubt can be 


raised: no, still stronger, entered into by itself; for 


‘CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


about to set be confined to that. But that is im- 


the Senate is a perpetual body. It is the body 
which authorized this transaction, that now under- 
takes to undo.- Pass this resolution, and you would 
set a precedent, as inconsiderable as is the interest 
involved in this case, which would authorize any 
State to cancel its bonds, to revoke its charters, and 
annul iis contracts, and to make it a question of 
mere expediency—of personal and party like and 
dislike—and not a violation of the eternal princi-. 
ples of justice—whether they should or not adhere 
to their engagements. 

And with whom does so dangerous a measure 

originate? With those who have assumed to be 
ithe protectors of the sanctity of contracts—the 
champions of vested rights and chartered privi- 
leges; who, in their zeal, stigmatized their oppo- 
nents ag loco focos, agrarians, and contemuers of 
plighted faith. And let me ask, at what time is 
such a measure brought forward? At the moment 
when the indebtedness of the country is greater 
than has ever been known; when many of the 
States have thoughtlessly plunged themselves i 
debt almost beyond their ability to meet their en- 
gagements; when the pressure of the times, and the 
example of the non-fulfilment of engagements by the 
great moneyed institutions of the country, have 
done so much to weaken the force of contracts, in 
the estimation of many; and when especially it is 
the duty of all good citizens, and this body in par- 
ticular, which has such just and great influence 
over pubie @pinion, to avoid any act which can, 
by possibility, be interpreted into a disregard of the 
sacred obligation of contracts. It is at such a mo- 
ment that the patty which professes to be the 
special guardian of the public faith, call on us to 
do this dangerous act; and for what purpose? The 
poor, the pitiful one of turning out Printers of one 
political faith, in order to put in others of a differ- 
ent; to put out Blair and Rives to put in Gales 
and Seaton, who, in no respect whatever, either in 
punctuality in the performance of their duty, or 
personal respectability, are their superiors. I can- 
not but express my amazement at ihe step, coming 
from the quarter it does, and with the course 
which, it is understood, the party from 
which, it comes intend to take in reference to 
a leading measure of policy—I refer to a Na- 
tional Bank. It is said, and believed, that 
it will be one of their first measures, and that on 
which they rely to carry through their avowed 
policy. Do you not see that this measure, as in- 
considerable as it is, will furnish ground from 
which to assail such an institution with powerful 
effect? You propose to set aside this contract be- 
cause you believe that the Senate has no constitu- 
tional right to make it. Is there not a large party 
in the country, now accidentally in a minority, 
who believe, and have believed from the beginning, 
that Congress has no right to charter such a bank, 
_ and have ever resisted its establishment in conse- 
quence of such belief? You believe that the in- 
strument signed by Blair and Rives to do yout 
printing is not a contract. Is there not a conside- 
rable portion of the community who believe that a 
bank charter is no contract? That it is a grant 
merely of a public franchise, which can be with- 
drawn at the pleasure of the grantor? If I may 
venture an opinion, I would say it is far more dif- 
ficult to prove that this instrament is net a con- 
act, than that a charter of a bank is one. 

But we are told that we were forewarned not to 
make the appointment of Printers; that we woul 
soon be in a minority; and that if we ventured, in 
spite of such warning, to appoint, that those we 
might select would be dismissed when the majority 
changed. sides. Will not the same warning be 
given when you come to propose a bank charter? 
Will you not be told that it is clearly unconstitu- 
tional; that you have seized-on the accidental 
ascendancy of your party, to foree it on the coun- 
try, against its sober and babitual conviction, both 
as to its expediency and constitutionality; and that, 
if you venture to act under such admonitions, your 
acis will not be respected when you come to be 
again in a minority? 

Thinking, as Ido, in reference to a National 
Bank, 1 would rejoice to see you raising up such 
diffculiies in the way of the establishing one, 
could the effect of thisj pernicious example you are 


by immeasurable evils, unless, as I hope, the sense 
of justice in the public mind should react against 
what you purpose to do. 

As to myself, I, on the present occasion, act 
on the same principles which guided mein 1834, 
on the question of the removal of the deposites 
| by General Jackson. 1 then, and now, believed 
that the Bank had a right to the use of the deposites 
under its charter, andof which it could{not be di- 
vested except on just apprehension that they were 
not safe in its vaults, or for its neglect or mis- 
management as the fiscal agent of the Treasury. 
Thus regarding it, I acted with those whom I now 
Oppose, in opposition to the removal,and that on the 
principle on which I now act. Of the two, I re- 
gard that a less clear case, as clear as I consider 
it, of contract than the present; and this resolution, 
should it pass, a more palpable violation of rights 
sccured by contract, than the measure I then op- 
posed. i 

Mr. KING of Alabama said he was not disposed 
to enter into along argument. The clear, forcible, 
and incontrovertible ground occupied by the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, [Mr. Carnoun,] rendered 
it unnecessary that he should say avy thing. He 
felt that this matter was setiled. He felt that ar- 
gument was of no avail. He felt that an appeal 
to justice, to a sense of propriety, would be disre- 
garded ; that every consideration which ought to 
influence the Senate in the discharge of its duties, 
was to be set aside in this case. Did the Senator 
from Miszissippi [Mr. Henperson] know any thing 
of the history of this Government, when he got up 
here and told them that this must necessarily be an 
office, because the individual executed their print- 
ing? If that Senator would but turn his 
attention to the subject, he would find 
that, uniformly, individuals had been employ- 
ed by contract up to the year 1819. Pre- 
vious to 1815, they were employed by the officers 
of the two Houses, and they entered into bond for 
the faithful execution of the work. The Printers 
were notelected by this or the other House, but the 
Secretary and Clerk caused the printing to be exe- 
cuted for their respective Houses. In 1815, in 
consequence of its being believed that it would 
be more economical and better for the country 
that the officers of the two Houses should be as- 
sociated together in contracting for this work, a 
resolution was adopted which he would read to the 
Senate. [The resolution was read, and directed 
the Secretary of the Senate and Cierk of the House 
of Representatives, immediately after the adjourn 
ment of that and each succeeding Congress, to ad- 
vertise for three weeks successively, in two news- 
papers printed in the District of Columbia, for pro- 
posals for supp!ying the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives for the succeeding Congress with the 
necessary stationery, printing, &c.} 

Well, Mr. President, under that joint reso- 
lution, whieh thus became the law of the 
land, a Mr. DeKrafft became the contractor. 
He was the lowest bidder, and he entered into 
bond to perform the work; but under that contract 
the printing was so badly done, that it became a 
serious subject of complaint in both Heuses. Fhe 
consequence was, that a committee was raised to 
ascertain the true value of the printing, for it had 
been intimated that tbis individual, from his 
anxiety to get the job, had stipulated to take less 
than it was worth, and consequently he could not 
execute it in such a manner as it was important the 
printing for Congress should be executed, and on 
paper of the proper description, without serious 
loss by his contract. At the head of that com- 
mittee was Mr. Wilson, a Senator from the 
State of New Jersey, a practical printer. 
That committee reported, fixing precisely the 
prices to be paid for every species of work neces- 
sary for the printing of the two Houses. In con- 
formity with that report, the resolution of 1819 was 
passed,and then it was they commenced designating 
the individual who should execute the work at the 
prices thus fixed. They had acted en that resolu- 
tion from 1819 to the present time, without varia- 
tion or change. What, he would ask, were the 
Printers of 1812, when Way and Weightman 


possible. It will go far beyond, and be followed j 


were the contractors? . Were they officers of “the 
Senate? No one will venture to make the asser: > 
tion. They were simply contractors, and. if they: ` 
violated their contract, they were liable to have itset 

aside, and suit brought against them for dama-- 
ges. What were the obligations of DeKrafftas.an’. 
officer of the Senate, when he became the con- 

tractor under the resolution. of 1812?) None— 
nobody ever pretended that he occupied any such ~ 
official position. It would have been ridiculous to.” 


' have done so: for, though the work was badly exe- 


cuted, he was held to his contract; while some 
other printer was occasionally employed to do por 
tions of the work, he being compelled to pay the 
difference in the price. He (Mr. Kina) believed 
they had never heard of the Printer being an officer 
of the Senate until a gentleman, now no longer a 
member of this body, took offence at something pub- 
lished in the paper of the then Public Printer, 
when he intimated his intention to bring the.mat- 
ter before the Senate, and to move for the dis- 
missal of the Printer; but that gentleman back- 
ed out, for he knew he could not sustain 
such a procedure. Has it come to this, that 
this Senate, actuated by political or private hos- 
tility, or by individual griefs, should set itself ` 
to work to nullify an agreement with an individual © 
who has done his work faithfully? ~ Was. any Se- 
nator here prepared to say the work was not well 
done? No: political hostility alone actuate] Sena- 
tors, and it was all they could avow. He (Mr. 
Kina) had traced this matter from’ the earliest 
period to the present time, and he could entertain 
no other belief, than that the. Printer was simply 
an employee of the Government; that he was 
like other individuals who contracted to do work, 
and if he failed to execute it, or did not do 
it correctly, he was liable to be prosecuted for 
damages. But, as he had already said, he felt 
that the thing was settled, The fiat had: 
gone forth from headquarters, and those who in 
their secret hearts might regret it, were Lrought to 
do an act of which their judgments disapproved; 
being carried. along by their party predilections to 
perpetrate it. He (Mr. Kina) would not reply— 
his indignant feelings would not permit him to re- 
ply—to the imputation of motive by which. it was 
alleged his side of the House were actuated.. Such - 
imputations were unworthy of the person who. ut- 
tered them—unjust towards his (Mr. .Kixa’s) 
friends, and unworthy of this bedy. What were 
Blair and Rives? The contractors for the public 
printing. Suppose, for a moment, they were every 
thing that Senators in their places here have 
thought proper to denounce them for—suppese 
they were base—suppose they had no charac- 
ter—suppose they did not deserve the eoun- 
tenance or support of this body-—were these 
sufficient grounds on which to set aside: their 
contract, so long as the work was correctly execu- 
ted? What was it to the honorable Senators whe- 
ther those individuals were of good or bad charac- 
ter? He (Mr. Kina) was not there the advocate 
of Blair and Rives; he looked beyond that—he 
looked at the principle involved, and the conse- 
quences which would follow to the country, should 
this resolution be adopted. This act would become 
a precedent, which must forever shut the mouths 
of the Senators who established it. No more shall 
we hear of the Democrats being agrarians—of being 
disposed to break down vested rights; or to violate 
the obligation of contracts; they must be forever 
silenced by their own act. But who is this Mr 
Blair, who has been s0 violently assailed on this 
floor? If his (Mr. Kune’s) recollection served him 
aright, this man Blair resided. years. gone -byin 
the State of Kentucky, where he figured as no in- 
considerable personage. He was then the political 
friend of the Senator from Kentucky; his intimate 
associate; and, if he was not misinformed, his 
confidential correspondent. Was he infamous 
then? He presumed not. - He (Mr. Kina) knew 
nothing of Mr. Blair, except by character, until 
he made his appearance in this city some years 
past. Since that time, he had pecn on terms of 
sogial intercourse with him—had observed his 
conduct in the social and private relations of life; 
and he felt bound to say, that for kindness of heart, 
humanity; and exemplary deportment as a private 


ould, proudiy.compate with the Sena- 
j, or any Senator on this floor-by . 


Printers, men who so conduct themselves as to 
produce harmony and good feeling in this body. 
Admitting it to be correct, and he (Mr. Kine) was 
not disposed to question it, would the man who 
delivered that address, if elected Printer, produce 
this. kindly ‘feeling? He (Mr. Kixa) knew not 
who it was the majority in this body. intended to 
elect. as. Printers; but he knew that gentlemen, 
actuated by political hate, were ranning counter to 
their, declarations; and were about to do what 
they had- denounced in such strong terms. 
The object cannot be mistaken; it is to wreak 
their vengeance on a political foe, and. pro- 
vide fora political friend. His friend and col- 
league had just suggested an idea, which he weuld 
throw out. Let the country hear it, and let the 
Senate’ understand it, Could Blaw and Rives, 
having given bond, resign this appointment, with- 
out the assent of the Senaic? No. The contract 
was made, and they could be held to: their bond, 
and the strict performance of the duties they had 
undertaken. They could not divest themselves of 
their obligations, even if they would; yet: the Se- 
nate, one of the contracting parties, was undertak- 
ing, in. the power of their strength, to annul the 
contract, the ether party refusing to set it 
aside. Mow he did think, and he was in 
the habit of expressing his opinions plainly, 
that this was the most high-handed, aad reek- 
less assumption of power that was ever ex- 
ercised hy any deliberate body under the sun. It 
was a naked excrsise of power, unmindful of jus- 
tice, or of law, or of the sacredness of contracts; 
and if gentlemen could exercise that power under 
such circumstances, it was for them to do it, and 
for the country to understand it, Every man in 
this country who is engaged in executing work: un- 
der contract with the Government, will be. told, in 
language not tobe misunderstood: “Though you do 
your work faithfully, comply with your contract to 
the very k ter, you bave no security for a moment, 
Any individual who possesses weight with the domi- 
nant political party, who is influenced to aet 
against you by party hostility, or private 
griefs, can. procure the abolition of your contract, 
even should it involve you. in rnin.” Let the coun- 
try but understand that as the true state of the ques- 
tion here, and he (Mr. Kina) would cheerfully 
abide its judgment. He (Mr. Kina) bad already 
said, and said truly, that it was not his intention to 
enter at large into this question. The argument 
was all on one side; and all the ingenuity of the 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Huntixaton]} had 
failed to protect his friends from the force of the 
arguments which had been addressed to them by 
Senators cn this side of the house. He (Mr. 
Kine) was willing to gratify the Senator. from Con- 
necticut, and throw aside the joint. resolution 
of 1819, under which elections of Public Print- 
ers had been made for more than twenty years. 
But, set it aside—admit that it has no bind- 
ing foree—does it affect this case? Not in the 
least. Lhe election hac taken place by a Senate com- 
petent tomake it, What mattered it, then, whether. | 
the individual was nated under a joint reso- 
Intion of the two Houses, or by the mere will of- 
the Setiate? The facis that he was legally selected, 
that he has entered:inio the contract, and given the 
necessary bond, which is now. on the table of your. 
Secretary, sull-stare gentlemen in the face. There 
is no escaping from. ikem.: -He . trusted there was 


few words on a collateral point. 


no Senator co . 
majority. whọ authorized the contract, had not the 
power to, do so because that majority was soon to 
be placed in a minority—for upon that ground 
every act of the last session, which the Senate in 
its wisdom had thought proper to perform, might be 


“get aside because it was passed by a majority, the 


political opponents-of the present majority. . But 
he felt.he was, expending his strength in vain, 
‘wearying his lungs for no good; he expected to con- 
‘vince nobody; it was settled; the fiat had gone 
forth, and these men were to be sacrificed. He 
‘warned gentlemen of the result to themselves from 
this exercise of power. - They had the power, and 
‘they would exercise it. But he trusted in God it 
.would open. the eyes of the people, and cause them 
to see what they had to expeet from such a reck- 
less party. He (Mr. Kine) was not one of those 
who, either in public or private life, ever, by indi- 
Tection,accomplished any act. He pursneda straight 
forward course—one sanctioned by his judgment, 
and approved by his conscience; and if this case 
‘were reversed, and a proposition had been made, 
under. like circumstances, to dismiss Gales and 
Seaton in 1837, he would have raised his voice 
against such a wanton violation of the faith of the 
Senate, and of a solemn contract. They (Mr. Kine 
and his friends) were then as much opposed politi- 
cally to those individuals (Gales and. Seaton) as 
the honorable Senators opposite could be to the 
individual now under his trial. Yes; his character 
was on trial, for that was the point on which 
the whole matter was made to urn. He (Mr. 
Blair) was on trial, without the possibility 
of defending himself. An American celti- 
zen, possessing equal rights with his accusers 
and judges, is put on trial, his character branded 
as deep as Senators on the other side could fix it, 
and he,is{denied the privilege, which belongs to every 
freeman in this land of liberty, to be heard in his 
defence. Was this what they had a right to expect 
from the Senate of the United States? Was this 
the promised reform? Was this the high, the libe- 
ral, the manly spirit which was to actuate the Whig 
party? They had recently heard much throughout 
the whole country (should he be permitted to call 
it rant and fustian) about proscription for opinion’s 


sake; and this is the first act of those gentlemen | 


who are exerting their utmost energies in opposi- 
tion to their own professions. Yes, but a few days 
had passed, since they had heard speech after speech 
denouncing proscription. 

‘What a beautiful illustration is this procedure 
of the doctrines then laid down. He was pained 
to see an American Senate enter into this matter in 
this spirit. He had been here long, and his asso- 
ciations were of an intimate character with many 
who entertained different political opinions from 
himself. He could say, and no man could 
gainsay it, that political differences alone had ne- 
ver induced him to cut off social intercourse 
with those he deemed to be gentlemen. He acted 
with them as gentlemen who honestly differed with 
him. He held his opinions, and.was willing they 
should hold theirs. He himself never gave a vote 
for any measure which his judgment did not 
approve; Lut he did not reproach others who 
differed with him. This body (said Mr. Kine) 
has been called the highest tribunal of this country 
-~perhaps of the world. Should the Senate, then, 
to get clear of a political opponent, fritter away 
this high character? Should it induce this people 
to doubt that the Senate of the United States is the 
protector of right, the frowner-down of every thing 
that is wrong? He hoped not. He hoped, for the 
credit of the respective Sidtes, whose sovereignty 
we represent, such an example would not be set. 
He would not further detain the Senate. It had 
not. been his design to have said any thing, but he 


could not repress the feelings of his bosom. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he rose to say a 
r He was perfectly 
aware of the relation in which he stood to the Se- 
nate and to this country. He was aware that he 
was now, as heretofore, to be the object of attack, 


of concerted. attack. He stood now, ashe bad 
Stood heretofore, firm and erect, and ready to. repel. 
-assaults, when worthy of his notice, from whatever: 
quarter they came. eo desig ss : 


would serioùsly contend that the 


~ He had said, in the course of his remarks yester- 
day, that he believed the Globe to be an infamous 
paper, and iis chief editor an infamous man. . He 
said nothing of gentlemen on the other side, who 
‘chose to vote for this editor as Printer to the Senate. 
But by matter of unlawful inference and illogical 
deduction; two or. three had risen and undertaken 
to consider that they partook of the infamy of Blair 
and Rives, if'they be infamous: If any. one.of them 
had appealed to him to say whether he. regarded 
them’ as infamous because he regarded this princi- 
pal editor as infamous, he should promptly have 
said that be had no such views. . But no such ap- 
peal was made to him; and yet the Senator who 
sits in the corner yonder, [Mr. Smitu of Connecti- 
cut,] and who must excuse him. if he (Mr. Cray) 
considered him unworthy of his notice, had gone 
on in a course of general remarks, which were evi- 
dently intended for him, (Mr. C.) He, however,. 
should have said nothing to bim, [Mr. 8;} but a Sena- 
tor, who he supposed considered himself responsible, 
had gone astep further, and had chosen.to class 
him (Mr. Cuay) with Blair, and to consider Blair 
as equal to him in every point of view—in. reputa- 
tion and every thing else. Now, this was alto- 
gether an unparliamentary proceeding. They had 
the right to comment, and in the freest manner, on 
the character and standing of persons nominated 
for office, or who had come before them as these 
men had done. During his long services in the Se- 
nate he did not know that he had spoken of an edi- 
tor, or of his newspaper, unless the matter came 
up before the Senate; and when he spoke of the in- 
famy of this man, he spoke of him in con- 
nection with his daily libels. He scarce- 
ly ever looked at a paper, edited by this 
man, in which his (Mr. Cray’s) name appeared, 
which was not filled with nntruths: and misrepre- 
sentations. ‘Not long ago, this same editor called 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina, John. 
Catiline Calhoun, and it was charged by this very 
editor that it was impossible for him [Mr. Car- 
HOUN] to-speak the truth. And in return, it had 
been said of that editor that he looked like a gal- 
vanized corpse. Now, if they were to take the 
character of this editor from what his present 
friends had said of him, they would find it to be 
infinitely worse than any thing he had said, bad 
as it might be. But he (Mr. Cray) should be . 
unwilling to take the character of his (Mr. 
Blair’s) present friends from what he. had said. of 
those friends, for he considered him a common li- 
beller, and the Globe a libel; and for the Senator 
from Alabama. [Mr. Kina] to undertake to put 
him on an equality with Blair, constrained him to 
say that it was false, untrue, and cowardly. 

Mr. KING rose and said: Mr. President, I have 
no reply to make—none whatever. ’ 

Mr. SMITH rose for the purpose of saying 

but one word in answer to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, It seemed that he (Mr. SmitH) was not 
worthy of that Senater’s notice. 

Mr. CLAY. Not at all. 

Mr. SMITH. But the Senator from Kentucky 
was worthy of his notice. He did not, however, 
design to take a view of those characteristics of the 
honorable Senator on which he (Mr. .Smirx) pre- 
sumed that Senator prided himself; but he was wil- 
ling to admit, if the character of that honorable 
Senator was to be formed from the acts of his pub- 
lic and private life, he. did possess a character far 
more notorious, in some respects, than _ his, 
and a character with which he (Mr. Smits) did not 
desire that his should be compared. That Senator 
pretended to despise him. What was it for? He 
had undertaken to say that he (Mr. Surry) had 
thrown out remarks to him. But why should 
that honorable. Senator take any thing he 
(Mr. Smrru) had said, to himself? Was 
it because he (Mr. Smitu) had repelled as vile 
slanders as ever came from a vile hear? Humble 
as be (Mr. Smirx) might he, he would not descend . 
to the prominent points of the character of that-ho- 
norable Senator, which gave him so much fame. all 
over the world. He (Mr. Smrrz) did. not. belong, 
to those walks. If, however, the Senator thought’ . 
those prominent characteristics of bis -reputatio: 
gave him a distinction of such elevation as to place: 
him (Mr. Surra) beneath his notice, he would uot, - 


in return, call him-“the Senator who sits in the 
corner,” but he would leave him to the people; who, 
four years hence, will show the Senator, as they 
have shown ‘hira heretofore, that they understand 
his reputation and know how to ‘appreciate it. 

Mr: PRESTON regretted that any thing should 
have occurred that should have driven honorable 
Senatorsito do any thing inconsistent with parlia- 
mentary decorum; ard then proceeded at length to 

- speak on the resolution, 

Mr. WRIGHT then obtained the floor, but gave 

way-for a motions to adjourn. 5 


IN SENATE, fa 
Wenpnespay, Mareh 10, 1841, ; 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, containing several commutica- 
tions of an Executive character. 1, # 

The resolution to dismiss Blair and Rives as 
Printers to-the Senate, being taken up— 

Mr. WRIGHT said it was his intention to occupy 
the time of the Senate but for a very few minutes. 
They much more frequently than they were aware 
of, he apprehended, made their conclusions govern 
their reasons, rather than considered well their rea- 
sons, and let them dictate their conclusions. It 
seemed to him that their respected opponents, on 
this. occasion, were governing themselves by this 
perverted rule; and it should be the object of bis 
few remarks to show wherefore he pronounced this 
conclusion. Let them jook at the history of the 
action of this body for the few days of thisextra ses- 
sion. On the day before yesterday a vacancy inthe 
office of Serseant-at-Arms of the Senate was filled: 
a majority of the body decided—and it was not then 
his purpose to complain of that decision—that their 
public duty required that it should be filled. It 
was not exactly contended that any thing in antici- 
pation during this short session required -the filling 
of that office, but that in prospect an extra 
session might be held, and a Sergeant-at-Arms 
might be required, and the proper performance of 
the duty of the body was to fill the office then, and 
it was filled. Now they hada Printer to the Se 
nate, and ke expected the judgment of the body 
was about to be pronounced that they should have 
none, for the form of the proceeding before them 
did not look to filling a vacancy. What was the 
argument in reference to the Sergeant-at-Arms? 
That he should have time to prepare himself for 
the discharge of his duties, in the case of an early 
call of Congress. If that was a good argument 
for the appointment of a Sergeant-at-Arms, could 
they say to-day that they should dismiss their Printer 
and have none, because the Sergeant-at-Arms was 
an office requiring preparation, and that of Printer 
to the body was a place, whether office or not, 
requiring none, It seemed to him. they should 
not; and he did not for a moment suppose. such a 
train of reasoning would be indulged in, and yet 
it was his desire to present to the body the action 
of the body as it had been, and the action as it was 
proposed to be. ‘Why was the law of 1819, 
in the shape of a joint resolution, passed? 
Because, as he had always been informed and be- 
lteved, it was supposed that this business of print- 
ing required time—that types, and presses, and 
hands, and paper, and ink, were to.be accumulated, 
preparatory to the business of Congress; and hence 
‘it was that the expiring Congress named the Printer 
for the succeeding Congress. Now—and they were 
sitting, in his judgment, in a very questionable 
form, to perform any of these acts, but he had no 
further argument te make on that, for it had been 
decided by the Senate—sitting, then, he repeated, 
under cireumstances which rendered the whole very 
questionable, they were called upon to dismiss— 
Call it an officer, if they pleased, or a contractor, if 
they pleased—that agent of the body that was con- 
nected with the public business, in relation to whom, 
in all time past, Congress had supposed time was 
required; and they had decided, in relation to an 
officer about whose dutics Congress had never be- 
fore formed any such judgment in either branch, 
that he should be appointed in advance, and have 
time to prepare for: the discharge of his duties. 
This seemed to. him to: be the position in 
whieh they were placing themselves, and he desired 
to couple this consideration with the fact; as ‘he 


# 


# 


believed it, that- they were then, for the first time, 
within the history of this Government, sitting as 
a Senate alone; no Congress being in session—sit- 
ting uader an extracroinary call to aid an Execu- 
tive in forming his. Administration—they were sit- 
ting with open doors, keeping their journal in the 
form of legislation, and transacting this busiriess, 
which no Senate before had ever been called upon 
io transact. And what had been the justification? 
That the last session of the Senate, which expired 
on the 3d of March, bad been guilty of a usurpa- 


` tion and abuse of power in appointing this Printer. 


And was that so? And was it to be so said in that 
chamber, aad to that body? Why, how long had 
that usurpation continued? Certainly ever sinee 
the passage of the resolution of 1819—twenty 
years he believed. A few days ago was the 
elevenih occasien on which the Senate had thus 
appointed a Printer, and was it now discovered, for 
the first time, and by his respected opponents on that 
side of the Houze, that this was a wsurpa- 
tion? He remembered very well, a few years 
ago tohave seen the same thing done by them; 
andif it was net a usurpation then, it was not a 
asurpation now. He didnot design to discuss the 
question of power—it had been better discussed 
than he wasable to discuss it; he merely desired to 
present to gentlemen the practical effects, and 
what would seem to him to be the. practical deduc- 
tions. Well, then, so much for the manner in which 
a dismissal of officers of the Senate, as- gentle- 
men now chocse to claim them to be, was proposed 
to be made at this extraordinary ‘session, and in 
this extraordinary manner. And now for the time, 
and particularily asit was applicable to the resolu- 
tion on the table. He believed it found its way 
there on the 4th of March. The President had 
completed h's Inaugural Address, and had taken 
the oath of office, but, he believed ihe fact to be, 
that ke had not had time to clear the walls 
of the Capitol on his way to the Presideni’s 
House, when that resolution was laid on the 
fable of the Senate. There was then most 
certainly no:hing lost in point of time. And the 
resolution was—what? To dismiss an officer, say 
gentlemen—an Cflicer of the Senate—and he de- 
sired it to be understood that he did not intend to 
discuss the question whether the Printer was an 
officer or not; for that, too, in the course of this de- 
bate, had been fully and clearly discussed by his 
friends much more ably than he could discuss it 
himself. He cared not whether the Printer be an 
cflicer or a contractor, or what they pleased-—it 
was, he supposed, assumed to be a resolution to 
dismiss a person in the employment of the Govern- 
ment by a competent authority, in the form of law. 
Well, in that Inaugural Address, and ccming 
from one who ought to be the organ of the party in 
power—of the party which had placed him on that 
high elevation, what did he tell them? 

“Tt was the remark of a Roman Consul, in an 
early period of that celebrated Republic, that a 
most striking contrast was observable in the con- 
duet of candidates for offices of power and trust, 
before and after obtaining them—they seldom car- 
rying out, in the latter case, the pledges and pro- 
mises made in the former. However much the 
world may have improved, in many respects, in 
the lapse of upwards of two thousand years since 
the remark was made by the virtuous and indignant 
Roman, I fear that a strist examination of the an- 
nals of some of the modern elective Governments, 
would develope similar instances of violated confi- 
dence.” i 

It would be his duty, by and by, to refer very 
briefly to what were the pledges, before the elec- 
tion, of that distinguished man, on this particular 
point; but he did not propose to do it now. He 
merely desired the Senate to remember that that 
speech was delivered, and that this resolution fol- 
lowed instantly upon it. And now, for the reasoss 
for that removal—because they had seen the man- 
ner of ihe action, and ihe time of the action—and 
he gathered those reasons ashe had heard them 
given there. Was it that those contractors had 
failed—for the same individuals who are now the 
Printers to the Senate have been so for several 
years—had there been a suggestion of any failure 


in the performance of their duties as Printers? He I He would not, on this occasion, go into the argū-. r 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


x 


~ press. 


had heard of none, neither as to the time of acco 
plishing their labor, nor -of the manner of its A 


complishment. Then, as to the performance of 


the trast which they had undertaken to perforin > 


for the United States, fault was nòt found: Well: 
as individuals, as private citizens, perfecily sepe 
rate, in every sense, from their connection with 
political partisan newspaper, had fault been found? 
He had not heard it, He had enjoyed a conside+ 


rable acquaintance with those two individuals for. 
some years, and he owed it to them to say, and “he: 
said it cheerfully, that in private life he found: 
them amiable and estimable men, correct in their ` 


moral deportment, so far as he had ever seen of 
heard, and esteemed by the society in which they 
lived. As connected with their newspaper,:he had 
heard fault enough; he had heard none in any 
other connection; he assumed that none had been 
found. Then, how stood. the matter? They ‘are 


the conducters of apolitical newspaper; and ‘be: 
cause that paper had been conducted offensively to ` 


their opponents, they were to be thus summarily 


dismissed from the piace they held, whether it: beia i 


contract or an office, It was, then, a political ‘re< 
moval, and nothing more nor less. 


It concentrés ` 


itself in that; and no other aspect, ke presumed, : 


wonld be attempted to be given. to it. 
ver, in his life, been in the habit of entering into: 


He had ne“ 7 


discussions as to the mode of conducting the publie ` 


He hoped never’ to indulge in them. He 


knew the press, upon all sides, was conducted witht 


too much Jooseness; he wished it were better, © He 
was. not disposed, on this’ occasion, to make a dis- 
tinction ‘between -the press on one side or the 
other—he merely desired to bring this discussion 
to the point that, for reasons connected with the 
Globe newspaper~-reasons purely and exclusively 
growing out of the angry political strife of the 
day—this dismissal was to take place. There the: 
action was bared; and if he had understood all he 
had heard, it was based on that alone, and had no 
greater extent, Now, having considered the man- 


ner of the act, the time of- the action, and the ren-:. 


sons for it, let them look a little to the political 
parties and their relations. i 
permitted to say, what he-hoped he need not atany.: 


time say, that he did not design to make any res’ 


marks calculated to excite. He did: not- designy: 
nor had he any cceasion to make, any personal 
remarks; but he had the right, aud he believed it 
was his duty, to state what he believed to be the pre+ 
sent history of the country in reference to political 
parties. And he appealed to every member of the 
body, and he appealed with as much confidence to his 
cpponenis as to his political friends, whether. there 


had been any single point in the last heated and”: 
exciting political siraggle more distinctly set forth, 


and more constantly debated be‘ere the country, 
than the point of removals from office for political 
opinion’s sake? Had there been any outery against 
the last Administration, and the one which pre- 
ceded it, more commoniy raised than that of po- 
litica! proscription for epinion’s sake? And how 
long since was it that he heard, in this chamber, 
from a most cloquent Senator, now no longer a 
member of this body, that he bad seen officers of 
the Federal Government whispering their opi- 


nions, because they durst not pronounce them “= 


under that proseriptive Administration? Abd 
while that honorable Senator said this, he: re- 
pudiated and condemned that proseriptive policys 
and he (Mr. Wraicrt) had read io them, from ‘the 
Inaugural address of the Prezident, what he“ seem: 
ed to suppose was to be the practice of-his party. 
He (Mr. Warrant) did not charge on: thé President: 
—he did not believe, in his heart, that the President’ 
had any ageney in this matter.. He did not. intend 
to condemn the President in advance..- He did not 
mean to condemn any man se; but the country had 
a right to expect that he was the exponent of the 
principles and practices of his party. And what 
now 13 that practice? An insiantaneous removal 
of a political opponent. A movement made in 
poini of time, he believed; sooner than any Moves 


ments of sucha character, at any period of the his- ` 


tory of this Government, and a movement, as he: 


had attempted to: show, and as he believed: the 


fact to bè, tö remove merely for political cause. 


And here he must be- 


ménts which connected this movement with the pub- 
lic press. He would only ask Senators to pause 
and. consider how long it had been since their print- 
ing had been performed by any other contractor 
than the. conductor of a partisan newspaper? Cer- 
tainly not since the passage ofthe law of 1819. 
And what were they then declaring?) That if their 
Printers were the conductors of a partisan newspa- 
per, they must “whisper” their opinions, as an 
honorable Senator had said; and that they were 
not to expres them boldly and like freemen; 
that if. “they proclaimed their opinions ir 
their: journal. or newspaper, they must meet 
with dismissal from Congress. Was not that 
the practical condition? And had they not, then, 
the right to turn to their opponents, and ask them 
if they were authorized to expect this as the first 
step of this Administration which was to annihilate 
proscription? He knew the paper spoken of had 
been a warm political paper; he did not know that 
it had been any more so than two others, and the 
only.two other prominent journals in this District. 
And he thought he did know that neither of the per- 
sons connected withthe Globe had ever commit- 
ted, either as editors or as men, so flagrant an 
abuse of the Congress of the country, as another 
editor had. committed in a public and official 
speech, within a few days, in the streets of this 
city. He would not now either read that speech 
or comment upon it; but he mentioned it to show 
that all editors were violent partisans; and that 
whether writing for their newspapers, or in their 
official capacity, they write with a freedom of lan- 
guage sometimes not tolerated by truth. Could 
they. restrain their licentiousness? Should they, 
- siting there in that capacity, try? In his opinion 
they should not. . He had already said he should 
not discuss the question whether the Printer of the 
Senate was an officer of the Senate, or a contractor 
with the Senate; but this he simply would say, that 
the argument of an honorable Senator, made yes- 
terday, based principally on Webster, did not sa- 
tisfy his mind. The honorable Senator had argued 
that an election must produce an officer, and the 
Senator asked if any body had-ever heard of an 
election of a contractor. Well, if the honorable 
Senator would tell him (Mr. Wriaur) how he 
could obtain a contractor for even his private busi- 
ness, Wilhoutan election, be would answer his argu- 
ment. He (Mr. Waianr) knew of no other way; 
and. he considered, so far as the honorable Sena- 
tor’s argument was concerned, that it was enough 
to say that the choosing in this cage, or the election, 
by. the vote of the Senate, was merely the selection 
of aman to perform that duty; and that instead of 
imposing it on their Secretary to elect a contractor, 
as well as to make the contract, the Senate chese 
to designate the :ndividual, leaving their officer to 
make the contract with him. And this appeared 
t bea proper use of the term. Webster said, to 
“elect” was to “pick out, to select from among 
{wo or more-—to select or take for an oflice or em- 
ployment—to choose from among a number—to 
select or manifest preference by vote or designa- 
tion,” And the definition of the word “election” 
in Webster, was, “the act of choosing; choice; the 
act of selecting one or more from others; the act 
of chcosing a person to fillan office or employ: 
ment by any manifestation of preference as by 
ballot, uplifted hands, or viva voee, as the elec- 
tion of a king, a president, ora mayor. 

They might as well elect a man to do a job of 
work as to elect a President of the United States; 
it was only a mode of designating the individual 
whom they would put in charge of certain duties. 
They might designate a person for a certain position, 
and cail him an officer; they might give hima 
commission and rank, as in the case of a purser in 
the navy, mentioned yesterday; in another case, 
they might name the contractor to build their 
house, or a post office, or a patent office, or to do 
their printing, He did not desire, however, to 
protract this discussion; nor was it necessary, for 
this. point had. been argued so much more clearly 
and ably than he could do it, He would, then, 
trouble them no longer than to say that his purpose, 
yesterday. and to-day, had been simply to place be- 
fore this. body this subject as it had presented itself 
io. his own mind, and ‘to call upon them to say 
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whether it was in conformity with what should be j 
undersiood to be the declarations ‘of-the President, 
and whether it was in conformity with the protesta- 
tions of the party, before they reached. power. 

And let him say to those gentlemen, that we 
(the late majority) might have done many things 
wrong, but those gentlemen would be wise not to 
follow. our bad example. And yet we never de- 
nied that we preferred to carry on the Govern- 
ment, when in power, through the agency of our 
political friends, than through that of our oppo- 
nents. ‘They did not repudiate. doctrines of this 
kind; they avowed the doctrines to the extent to 
which they practised them. But what was charged 
upon them? That they avowed them to the whole 
extent. ‘Well, look at their practice; and he feared 
some of the friends of the gentlemen opposite were 
regretting that they had not gone further. He 
(Mr. Wricur) said this in no ill temper. He had 
found several of his acquaintances, on visiting this 
city, were astonished to find such a number of offices 
filled with what they considered “good Whigs.” 
Yes, the prizes were infinitely diminished because 
they had nor pushed this doctrine further. They 
(the late Administration) did net repudiate it; it 
was the other side that did so; and. he begged the 
gentlemen opposite would not lead them into the 
practice of a doctrine which those gentlemen had 
themselves proscribed. 

Mr. MANGUM spoke at length in support of 
his resolution. He denied that it was predicated 
on the sole ground of political opinion; that had its 
influence,but, in addition to that, there was a want 
of personal confidence in the present officers. The 
Printer of the Executive documents of the body 
must necessarily be informed of the progress of the 
most delicate negotiations; and by the infidelity of 
the Printer, these negotiations might be broken off, 
and this nation might be thrown into a war with a 
foreign power. It was necessary, then, that they 
should have an officer in whom they could have 
strict personal confidence, and not one whose pre- 
dilection? were with an opposing party. He had 
no wish to deprive any man of any legal right; bat 
rather than keep in these Printers, he would con- 
sent to pay $100,000, if awarded by a legal tribu- 
nal. The character of the Senate, the dignity cf 
that body, their self-respect, and the public opinion 
of the country, required that these men should walk 
out of office. 

Mr. SEVIER was “not so soft” as to imagine 
that any thing that he or those who acted with him, 
could say on this subject, would prevent the passage 
of this resolution. The thing was fixed, and he consi- 
dered that sometime between this and the first of 
June, Blair and Rives were to be dismissed from 
being Public Printers; and he only rose, and he 
supposed his friends had the same intention, to tear 
the mask off the gentlemen opposite, who were 
about to illustrate their spirit of toleration, of 
which they had said so much to the people. It 
now seemed that their tcleraiion, and kindness, and 
forbearance, of which they had been told during 
the last three or four months, was to turn out, as 
he had ever believed it would turn out—a sheer 
humbug, and he wished it to be seen by the specta- 
tors and the country, that it lasted until the 4th of 
March, and no longer. A friend of his had this 
morning read an extract from the Inaugural ad- 
dress. He (Mr. Sevier) had not had time to read 
the whole of it, buthe should do so on board the 
steamboat on his return home. He, however, lis- 
tened to itand heard much of Rome and Asia Minor, 
and Scandinavia, and the Roman Empire, and he 
know not what, but he should resume the 
discourse at the earliest opportunity. They also 
heard of forbearance and toleration; but who be- 
lieved it? Who of the twenty thousand or. thirty 
thousand persons who heard it—half of whom were 
office seekers—believed, for a moment, that that for- 
bearance and toleration were to be carried out into 
practice? He (Mr. Sevier) had no faith in those 
professions, nor of their retrenchment either. They” 
bad already had one chapter under the head of re- 


who would bave nothing to do but. to fe- 
ceive his salary until the meeting of the next 
Congress; and this was to be. chapter one, under 
the head of reform. Now, he regretted that the 


‘gentlemen did not come forward with-manly bold: 


ness, and say “these men must die, and we will be- 
head them.” : They had the power, and that was 
reason enough. Why, the Senator from Sowh Ca- 
rolina, {Mr.-Presron,} who had addressed them, had 
talked about the joint resolution being a nullity, and 
he had said that of that resolution they bad power 
to disencumber themselves. But did not that Se- 
nator himself, in-1835, and. perbaps. before, too, 
vote to elect Printers for this body before the 4th 
of March? Well, if it was unconstitutional now, 
it was unconstitutional then; and why did not that 
honorable Senator get up in his place and object 
to it? Why did he vote to sustain what was un- 
eonstitutional? Dida change in the body from a 
majority toa minority change the constitutionality 
of thatresoluiion? No: its constitutionality stood 
the same, whether the gentlemen were ina majori- 
ty or minority. Ithad. been very properly said 
tvat this was a permanent bedy, and that the elec- 
tion, whether beforé the 4th of March or after, was 
good and valid. It had been acquiesced in before, 
ashe found, on looking at the ayesand noes. It 
had been the practice for twenty odd years, and no 
one ever disputed it before. Why, in the other 
House, in 1833, Gales and Seaton were elected with 
ninety-nine voies; but, afterwards, a document was 
published, signed by a hundred members, in which 
they stated that they voted for Blair and Rives, and 
yet Blair and Rives lost their election. A new 
election was claimed, on the ground that Gales and 
Seaton had been chosen either by fraud or mis- 
take; and what then was the ery from the “glori- 
ous Whigs?” What did Gales and Seaton say? 
Why, column upon column was written to show 
that what was done by that body was beyond the 
reach of subsequent interference, and the election 
was considered settled, when those Printers had a 
majority against them in that Congress. 

But now, they were told it was indiscreet and 
improper that Blair and Rives shculd be retained, 
because they had confidential printing, and they 
might betray the secrets of the body. Well, if they 
did, remove them, and he would vote forit; but had 
they not hitherto printed confidential documents, and 
was there a man there who could charge them with 
having betrayed their trust? Would they: prefer 
giving the printing to a man to be selected by this 
body, who, unable, to discharge his duties, having 
neither types nor presses, should transfer their con- 
fidential printing to others who were not designated 
by the Senate, and in whom the Senate might not 
have confidence? The thing had already been 
done, and Allen of the Madisonian, when elected 
Printer some time since, was obliged to transfer it 
to Gales and Seaton. 

But one Senator had said that the main object 
was to remove Messrs. Blair and Rives. Well, 
go ahead and do it; all he (Mr. 8p- 
vier) wanted was, that they should boldly avow 
what they do. Let them come forward like men, 
and say it was their will and pleasure—tlet them 
say it boldly, and do it like men; for such reasons 
as were given, contrary to the practice of-years, 
were lost on bim. One Senator would remove- 
Blair and Rives, because, he alleged, they were 
forced on them at the last moment. He had no 
doubt Blair and Rives were unacceptable to those 
gentlemen; but was that new? Were Gales and 
Seaton acceptable to his side of the House in 1833 
and 1835? No: these things were the result of the 
accidents of party warfare, which bad always been, 
and always would be, acted on as long as this was 
a Government. He (Mr. Sevier) was one of those 
who had helped to gag it down on those gentlemen, 
and he would do it again if he had the power. But 
he had risen merely to tell these galleries that 
this cry about toleration was all humbug. They 
had already the whole matter illustrated in two 
chapters—the one headed “Retrenchment,” and the 
other “Reform;” and he wished the gentlemen to 
takedown their false sign, and to put up a true 
one. : 

Mr. WOODBURY observed, that at one time he 
had not expected to take part in this debate. Most 
of whathe afterwards intended. to say, had been 
recently explained. by others. He should, there- 
fore, crowd himself on the attention of the Senate 
for only a few minutes, and on matters: connected 


With bis peculiar position, on what was noi already 
exhausted. The questions before us probably ap- 
peared somewhat different to him, as a new mem- 
ber, than, to those who had occupied a seat here in 
February, and mingled in the excitement and dis- 
cussions which accompanied the election of the 
present Printers. To him some of these questions 
seemed extraordinary... He was summened here to 
a session of the Senate without the House of Rc- 
preseniatives; and, of course, a session for the 
transaction of Eixecutive business merely. This 
body was. a permanent cne; and hence it was sup- 
posed that no new officers were to be elected, if no 
vacancies already existed. But if they did exist, 
he entertained no doubt we could complete the 
organi zation of the body, and fiil those vacancies, 
if the officers were believed to be necessary, or if 
we had any business for them to do; and whether 
such an election was conducted with open or closed 
doors, was not very material, it being an organic 
measure, or, in other words, an act of inherent 
power, or, as denominated by the Senator from 
Delaware, [Mr. Bayarp,] “absolute power.” 
It was neither legislative nor executive, strictly 
speaking; but being one of organization, it 
seemed proper, either to precede any other busi- 
siness, or to be taken up when the necessary ceca- 
sion demanded. But what cid we see? Was the 
office, employment, or contract of a Printer vacant? 
Nothing of the kind. The resolution under con- 
sideration was not then required to organize this 
body, but tended directly to disorganize it. It went 
to create vacancies, instead of filling them. Itas- 
signed no reason whatever for making them, and 
did not even propose to fill them, when made. On 
- its face, therefore, it seemed diso: ganizing, as well 
as out of order, irregular ani unnecessary. 
Most unfortunately, then, we commence our pro- 
ceedings in disorganization. Where they will end, 
remains to be scen. i 
But it has been observed that sometimes, if not 
on this eccasion, it was justifiable to force vacancies, 
and then proceed to new elections. In such cases, 
however, it would seem a proper preliminary, that 
in some report, resolution, or motion, reasons for it 
should at least be assigned, if not proved, in order 
that it might appear on the record why action was 
proposed, and definite notice given of what was to 
be met. If the last election of Printers was con- 
sidered unconstitutional, or, if the incumbents had 
since grossly misbehaved in their official capacity, 
why are not these grounds of removal regularly 
set forth? If, considering the Printers merely offi- 
cers, and in no respect. contractors, it is admitted 
that various grounds might be supposed which 
could be considered sufficient, if duly stated, and 
proved. But unless these were done, the proceed- 
ing looked extraordinary, and new members were 
acting in the dark; and our journal, he feared, 
would appear disereditable. But, aside from this, 
what reasong have been assigned, orally, in favor 
of the resolution? Nobody has -pretended, in this 
- debate, as I understand it, that the election of Blair 
and Rives was unconstitutional. The mover him- 
self [Mr. Mangum] says he will not call it so; and 
if the opposite side, as a party, seriously assumed 


such ground, their acts should correspond, and they - 


would at once proceed to choose successors to the 
present incumbents, instead of offering this resolu- 
tion to remove them. 

The resolution itself, then, recognises them to be 
in office constitutionally. Indeed, they were elect- 
ed at the usual time, in the usual manner, and on 
the usual terms, which have prevailed for nearly 
twenty years in this body. What should impeach 
such an election? The only argument against its 
validity that I have Heard on this cceasion, has 
been, that the other House had recently obtained 
their printing to be done at a less price than was 
provided in the joint resolution of 1819. But it 
would be difficult to prove that the departure from 
the law by one House vitiated its foree with the 
other, which might prefer to adhere to the Jaw; or 
that the members of the other House could not 
procure their printing to be done more economical- 
ly than the law required, if opportunity offered, and 
still not be guilty of any illegality, nor the law 
itself become void. : 

Considering these Printers; therefore, as duly in 
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Office, and, for argument, merely at this moment, 
that no contract exists, but that the present resolution 
proposes lo. dismiss them from office only, the 
question—and, im my view, the first, if not the 
most important quéstion—recurs, Is it intended to 
be done with:or without cause? Which? Its lan- 
guage is silent on that point, and bence the natural 
inference may be, that the removal is contemplated 
to be made without cause. Yetseveral gentlemen, 
in debate, strongly disclaim any such design or 
motive, and detail various reasons for the measure. 
Bat, in the threshold, all of us ought to form ex- 
plicit opinions on this point. It is due to justice, 
frankness, manliness. And if, in truth, any mem- 
ber votes for the removal without cause, then I pre- 
sume the act,in him, is admitted to be an arbi- 
trary act. It is merely sic volo—sic jubeo. 
act which I will not presume ever to cecar, as it 
appears to me one utterly unworthy this dignified 
assembly. It would be sheer caprice and wan- 
tonness; and if not rank injustice, it at least can 
never be vindicated in the high forum of the Ame- 
rican Senate. 

Whatever a collector might do to a tide-waiier, 
in a moment of irritation and displeasure, this 
assembly of ambassadors from the sovereign States 
of our great Union, can never set an example of 
removal without any cause whatever, because so 
derogatory to it, and at the same time so dangerous 
to other legislative assemblies. Over our whole 
‘country, they look up to us for decorum, gravily, 
caution, and wisdom. Beyond all this, if these 
Printers be at the same. time contractors, which I 
shall endeavor to demonstrate hereafter, such a 
removal, without any cause whatever, would not 
only, be arbitrary, and of evil example, but grossly 
illegal. 

In either view, therefore, whether as officers or 
contractors, I understand all the gentlemen on the 
other side who have spoken, admit the existence of 
a cause for the removal, aud thus admit the impro- 
priety of acting without one. Then, what is the 
cause? what its validity? and how is it ascertained 
or tried? : 

The gentleman from North Carolina; who offer- 
ed the resolution, says it is a cause, not solely po- 
litical. The member from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] 
avowed it was a cause touching something infa- 
mous in the management of the public press. 
Others appeared to speak of mere political difference 
of opinion as sufficient to justify the removal. 
Others, who have not yet spoken, are supposed to 
be ready to vote for their dismissal, either for that 
reason alone, or for that, coupled with some indefi- 
nite, undefined incompatibility of temper, difference 
of fashion and appearance, or want of harmony in 
feeling and taste. Now, let me caution gentlemen 
who may, even in common cases, remove from of- 
fice for-a mere difference in political opinions, 
though most on the other side, it is believed, are 
pledged not to remove at all for that cause, that 
they stand on very slippery ground in removal of 
printers fora mere difference in political views. 
In the first place, the sufficiency of this cause in 
ordivary instances is viewed not alike among all 
gentleraen on either side. ButI do not propose to 
discuss that question now. Be it remembered, 
however, that he who votes for this removal for 
that cause alone, and has heretofore censured 
others for removals on account of it, must admit 
that he has done a wrong to others, or is now doing 
ene himself. 

If his course be now right, so was theirs. But 
mach more than this. If such acourse was right 
in relation to officers not Printers, and adopted by 
ordinary tribunals, it by no means follows that it is 
expedient or justifiable in respect to a class of effi- 
cers connected with the public press. Wor shculd 
it ever, in my apprehension, be hastily exercised, 
in the unusual form now proposed, by such a po 
litical tribanal as the Senate, whose doings can be 
communicated to their respective States only to a 
very limited extent, except through a free, boid and 
vigilant press. Isay, then, in this view, that the 
present is a new case in our annals. Grant, then, 
that some gentleman may feel justified elsewhere 
in making, for such a cause, the removal of an 
ordinary officer, it should require grave considera- 
tion in them as Senators, members of a representa- 
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tive body, to drive away from around that body, 
merely for a difference in opinion: in politics, the: 


only watch dogs of their mastéers—the people añd < 


the States. They are the sentinels ‘who’ scrutinize . 
our conduct, and daily report: it in behalf of our: 
constituents—the public. censors, to criticise: 
ly and featlessly—to expose errors or foibles,; anc 
hang up vices, if any, to indignant reprobation. ° 
Again, are we to claim to be ‘above mistakes 
immaculate? Are we alone to-be screened and all 
beside exposed? Are we more holy than other citi- < 
zens? In brief, the effect of such removals, if not . 
revolling to public sentiment and causing a speedy 
and scornful re-action, cannot but tend, however 
well meant,to sap the whole foundations of the liberty 
of the press. It laysthe axe at the root of its indepen- 
dence. It tends to render it craven and cowardly" 
to silence its warnings—to make it fawn around 
power, rather than expose its wrongs or rebuke its 
usurpations. Itis the business and duty of politi- 
eal editors to be vigilant, and indeed censorious, 
where occasion appears to require it. It is their 
fearless vocation. Shall we attempt to unnerye 
them? Can error of opinion be tolerated ‘at all; 
unless reason is lefi free to combat it? And will not ` 
liberty of conscience become also in jeopardy by 
such a course? But, gentlemen exclaim, at least ` 
the Senator from Kentucky. does, these Printers 
are to be removed, not merely for dife: ~ 
rence in political opinion, but for harsh’ rex 
flections on members of this body—for libellous ` 
strictures—that require this kind of punishment, or ` 
justify such retaliatory measures, This opens a ` 
new and wide field for reflection. Real libels are 
a crime, and punishable as such at common law, 
Are we to accuse others of crimes, and punish 
them here in this summary form—without hear- 
ing—without a specification—nolice—a jury— ` 
counsel, or witness? Are we to do all this, also,” 
in our own cases, interested and ex parte? to be. 
accusers, judges, and executioners? This course’ 
has been called military, but is it not going beyond’ ` 
even a drum-head court martial? The humblest” 
citizen, for the smallest offence, is by the Constitu="” 
tion entitled to the benefits of the 6h amendment, ` 
in the following words: “For all criminal: prosect- ` 
tions, the accused shall enjoy the right toa speedy.’ 
and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State’ 
and district wherein the crime shall have been com- ` 
mitted, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation—to be con- 
Fronted with the witnesses against him—to have com- 
pulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor,’ 
and to have the assistence of counsel for his de- 


fence.” Our officers may libel others, or assault .. 


others; and their conduct then, on complaint, 
comes before us for examination, But we should 
not then remove them without specified charges’ 
and a hearing; and will we act differently when our 
own interests or feelings render us less safe and 
proper to judge? These circumstances illustrate 
the importance of ascertaining, as I] have attempt- 
ed, whether these Printers are to be removed with 
or without cause; and if with cause, for what one? 
Is it for a erime, and a crime against us, or for a 
mere difference of opinion? The different conse- 
quences io the parties likewise show the impor’ 
tance of these distinctions. If you had pro- 
posed to remove them without any cause, then the 
act being merely arbitrary, would tend to affix, and: - 
would affix, no stigma or reproach on them; but 
rather it weuld fix them on ourselves, We should 
be considered wanton and tyrannical. Again, if 
you remove them for cause, and thata mere diffe~ 
rence in opinion, it would not, tarnish’ nor brand 
them with any disgrace, because differences of opi- 
nion, under free institutions, are inevitable, and 
often henest. All of us must, therefore, be content 
fo go in and oni before this great people frequenily, 
as we happen to agree with, or differ from, the ma- 
jority, hewever acquired; and. though at times we 
may feel and assail. the temporary delusions, the 
supposed deceptions, and, indeed, the occasional 
tyranny of majorities; no wound is given to our 
characters by retiring to private life. / 
But when majorities seek to expel an individual 
from office for an alledged crime, for what is. de~ 
nounced as infamous, and when that attempt.is 


made by the very body against which. the offence 
Was ‘com thitted, ihe whole scene becomes changed. 
<The individual and the body are both in a new 
attitude, and. considerations spring up that over- 
shadow ail questions of the rights of property and 
Contracts, and all mere differences of political opi- 
nión. The goód naime—the immediate jewel of the 
soul-—is in darger, and the tocsin: of alarm and in- 
quiry ‘cannot be‘sounded too loud, because the deed, 
if ‘done, may affix a foul stain on the victim, which 
will ‘last'and.spread as long and as far as the mighty 
power of the press itself. 

‘Phe party ‘accused may, therefore, in such a case, 
before sentenced to ignominy, well expect full no» 
tice; a deliberate hearing, and witnesses confronted 
against him, if not an impartial tribonal, for trial. 
He may,as in the present instance, have wife, 
children, and friends, the solicitudes of relatives, 
the charitics of neighbors, and all the comforts and 
honest pride of life around him Are these to be 
thus suddenly blasted? Are ruin and dismay to 
overwhelm the whole‘at once by an ex parte con- 
demnation for crime, and this notin a corner, or 
by ‘sonte pie poudre court, unlmnowing and unknown, 
but by one of the highest tribunals in the world, 
so`as to diffuse the fatal poison more quickly. as 
well as injuriously, through all the veins and arte- 
ries of the community? 

Tn the other aspect of the transaction as affects 
ing our own character, it may also be wise to con- 
sider whether a different coarse of proceeding be 
not due to ourselves and the reputation of this dis- 
tinguished:body, as well as of the sovereign Siates 
we represent. A proper self-respect, moderation, 
and, delicacy, seem to require of us unusual cau- 
tion not to do wrong, while complaining of wrong— 
nor to be hasty, where the consequences to others 
are lasting—nor, perhaps, to condemn at all, where 
we ourselves are a party in interest, and the other 
side has been unnotified and unheard. Gentlemen 
may. truly say, that their motives are good and 
their convictions strong. But others, even in this 
body, widely and conscientiously differ from them 
in opinion on the whole case. Is, then, a one- 
sided, ex parte action on the subject either liberal, 
chivalrous, or humane, to say nothing of justice? 
Is it not ina free country, with equal rights and 
wiih the glorious institations of courts and jories, 
an action open inevitably to much criticism and 
suspicion? Can it escape rebuke on both sides of 
the Atlantic? 


Tt is not enough, ina tribunal like this, to be 
like Cæsars wife, pure in intention; but, it may be 
becoming, at least, if not indispensable, to adopt 
a course of acticn entirely above suspicion, Some 
may atk what other step than the present one 
should be adopted, when the majority believe the 
accused to be guilty? I answer, follow the usual 
course of inquiry and trial. The course that finds 
a ready approval in every heart, soul, and head, 
in acouniry of qual and just laws. Give the 
accused notice of the specific charges against him; 
and by all means hear him bfore you strike. Again, as 
to any kindof trial here, in our own case, undoubted- 
ly this Senate may be as safe as any other interested 
tribunal. But if no imperative necessity exists fo 
an immediate and final trial here, and especially 
one which willappear to the accuse! at least as 
possessing some indecorous haste, why not send 
him and his conduct first, as others are sent, to be 
tried by the courts, and under the usual constin- 
tional forms, in order to ascertain guilt or inno- 
cence, 


If individuals here feel aggrieved, as well as the 
majority, they can prosccute also for damages, ke- 
sides indicting, and then the transaction will as- 
sume the ordinary aspect of one under the reign of 
thelaws, and not be exposed to the suspicion of 
one prompted in any degree by passion or preju. 
dice.” “At least, let us know and have specified the 
precise ‘circumstances in which the supposed out- 
rages have been perpetraicd, before we proceed far- 
ther in condemnation, and see if we ourselves can 
agreé whéther they are libels or not. I: is very 
likely to turn out, that, ‘amidst twenty lawyers in 
this “body, who :should ‘scrutinize these particular 
cases, not five of them ‘would agree, independently 
of any political consideration, whether they all 


“were of were not libels. It is unmanly to be too 


sensitive or thin-skinned on these subjects. 

_ Again, the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Cuav] 
says, common fame is enough to condemn the Print- 
‘ers. ‘Would he or I like to be tried by our politi- 
cal enemies, as to political topics, on common fame? 
‘Would we not both be in some danger of the lamp 
“post. or the guillotine? Have we not both been 
clothed over and-over again with what we consi- 
‘dered, and in many caves knew to be, atrocious li- 
bels? Have we been exempt from slanderous at- 
tacks -even in Congress? I expect to continue to 
be assailed with my full proportion of newspaper 
abuse—perhaps even for some of these remarks. 
But far be it from me, on that account, to claim 
any new mode of punishment for libels, or wish to 
revive any exploded old mode,. like a star chamber 
or attainder, or the sedition law.. I would pursue 
no different course than heretofore, and think that, 
if I could not in time live down defamation, I was 
not worth living. Others may take different views 
of such matters: they have a right to. Let such, 
however, go to the laws for protection and redress 
—the old, sturdy, common laws of a free people— 
which, ever since Magna Charta, they are unwil- 
ling to have changed. These are ample to punish 
all ordinary offences. But do not resort to any 
new mode of effecting the object, by summarily 
and unceremoniously dismissing the supposed of- 
fender from office, as if he had committed some 
scandalum magnatum, and was to be punished in 
some absolute monarchical form, which many will 
not hesitate to regard as unworthy the liberality of 
the present age and the justice of so enlightened a 
body as the Senate. 

Some have likened this case to acontempt. Such 
was the suggestion of the gentleman from Connec- 
ticut, [Mr. Huntinaron.] He asks could we not, 
and should we not ourselves punish fora con- 
tempt on the Senate? I feel obliged by the sug- 
gestion. The dectrine of punishing for contempts, 
by either judicial or legislative bodies, in its old and 
unlimited ase, has long been my utter abhorrence. 
It has been, in that use, one of the worst relies of 
the barbarous ages of despotism. In the first place, 
the party which accuses is also the judge. This is 
contrary to all the elements of impartial justice. 
In the next place the punishment by fine and im- 
prisonment may be almost ualimited and wickedly 
oppresssive,. when inflicted, ax it oftenis, under 
the irritation of wounded vanity, or the stings of 
supposed insult. 

Who can read, without horror and detestation 
curdling his blood, the cruel and excessive punish- 
ment of cropped ears—long imprisonment—heavy 
fines—the bavtile and banishment formerly inflicted 
for Jibels and contempt? But even in contempis the 
accused is heard. Not, itis true, before a jury, 
which should be the case generally, but he is. still 
notified and heard—witmesses are examined for and 
against him—specifications filed. Why not then, at 
least, do as much in the present case? When an 
editor, in 1827, was accused of violence commits 
ted within the walls of ‘this building on a messen- 
ger of the. Presidentof the United States, did we 
attempt to try him without sp:cific notice, and a 
fall hearing? 

So shocked were Congress, after impartial inqui- 
ty, at the latitude and wide constructive powers as- 
sumed by courts and legislative bodies on this sub- 
ject of contempt, that they hesitated to punish, 
even though the offence was perpetrated within the 
Capitol, but not in their presence. And afier the 
trial of Judge Peck, who was impeached here for 
oppressive conduct ia the punishment of Lawless 
for a suppesed contempt, though even Lawless was 
notified and heard by the judge, an act of Congress 
was immediately passed, which took away the pow- 
er from courts to punish for such offence, unless 
committed in their actual presence, or in the actual 
obstruction of legal process. 

It provided, expressly, (see act, March 20, 1831,) 


| “that the power of the several courts of the United 


States to issue attachment, and inflict summary 
punishments for coniempts of court, shall not be 
construed to extend to any case, except the misbe- 
havior of: any person or persons én the presence of 
the said courts; or so near thereto asto obstruct 
the administration of justice, the misbehavior of 


any of the officers of the'said courts, in their official 
transactions, and the disobedience or resistance by 
any officer of the said courts,” &c. “to any lawful 
writ,” &e. ia Fane 

Shall we go beyond the limits delibérately imposed 
on courts by ourselves, and punish as contempts, 
or quasi contempts, acts not done in the presence of 
this body, nor. upon our Officers, nor obstracting: 
any of our proceedings? ‘and do it, too, without no- 
tice cr trial of any kind? “Shall we punish fot sup- 
posed libels published a. mile distant, and in the 
usual pursuit of one’s business and profession as 
an editor? ie” > 

Let us see if there be any aggravation in this 
case, or, rather, not much extenuation, We elect- 
ed, to be Public Printers for this body, the editors 
of a public press. Both political parties have 
done this repeatedly before in both Houses. Was 
it ever expected that those elected were thereupon 
to cease to be editors? Suppose they have the zeal 
of partisans, courage, enthusiasm, even. Do we 
dislike or censure those qualities in others, if ex- 
erted in our own behalf, or in our own cause? So 
we elected them when known as editors of a party 
press. Did we require or expect that they were to 
cease to be party editors? Could we, with decency, 
insist that we ourselves, in consequence of our 
votes to them, had indirectly bribed them, and were 
not to be afterwards criticised as freely as others? 
If so, then, I repeat it, we insist on what is utterly 
destructive to all liberty of the press. “Should we 
undertake, by our douceurs or favors, to stifle or 
seduce the press, we disgrace it and ourselves. 
What is an editor good for who will not, after 
elected, as well as before, denounce what he deems 
tergiversation? expose what he believes to be cor- 
rupt coalitions? strip off the mask from what he re- 
gards as political hypocrisy?- shew up the inconsis- 
tencies between the professions and practices of 
those in power, and much more the brazen-faced dif- 
ferences in doctrine before and after an election? 
What is old English liberty worth—that has de- 
scended to us from our sturdy sires—if unlicensed 
printing—first contended for by Milton himself 
cannot be any longer tolerated here? ` Let us have 
no imprimatur before publication—-no previous li- 
cense to be obtained—no censors, with power to 
exclude or veto what is disagreeable to weak 
nerves or bilious temperamerits. No; Punish 
wrong, if you please, when committed in this, ‘as 
in other cases, and in the usual manner; but away 
with bills of attainder, with sedition laws, or pa- 
tronage and dismissals, that are calculated to si- 
lence or terrify, and which, if so used, would make 
us, in a few years, a nation either of mere courtiers 
or slaves, I admire the spirit of Collier, a century 
ago, as described in the book just before me. It 
says: “Fle was under the frown of power. His 
name was already a mark for the invectives of one 
half of the writers of the age.” “What did he do 
under such fearful odds? Succumb anë play the 
spaniel? No: “In the cause of good ‘taste, good 
sense, and good morals, he gave battle to the other 
half,” and he triumphed, even over such men as 
Dryden and Congreve, as well as over all the myr- 
midons of power. Majorities had no fears for him; 
and I should entertain a very different opinion of 
the editorial corps in this country if I could be- 
lieve, for a moment, that the frown of power could 
ever drive the mass of them from their high duties. 
On the other hand, much charity is due to them for 
errors, when happening. ‘Fhey ate obliged to take 
opinions and facts often at second hand. They are 


often misled in their views by others, who know 
better than they do, and are interested to mislead 
them. ‘They are educated with the prejudices and 
failmgs ef other people, and sometimes look with 
' jaundiced eyes. They must, also, of necessity, in 
carelessly, 


writing so much, write at 
hastily, 


times 
and hence 


of all this, gentlemen. in manners, ripe.as scholars, 
with elevated talents, and integrity uiiassailable, 


and evincing justice. and candor even to political 
enemies. AS* conductors of newspapers, they oc- 
cupy-a most important citadel in defence of public 
liberty. They may often prove its palladium. 
Meaning. well, and doing well, in the main, they 
&te: seldom guilty of that express malice, which 
constitutes’ the. essence of crime in defamation. I 
doubt whether half as many real libels occur as is 
usually supposed. But some are inevitable. In 
the well: regulated Commonwealth of Massuchu- 
setts, twenty or morë years ago, the law officers of 
thé State were required to examine the files of a 
few of the Boston’ papers of both political parties, 
during some months, and report their opinion of 
the number of libels contained in them. If my 
memory be net treacherous, the result was some 
twenty to fifty in each paper. Yet, perhaps, these, 
on a fair and full hearing of all the parties, might 
have dwindled down one-half; and most of the 
others have been cases of lidels only from implied 
malice, and from overweening confidence placed in 
the: statements cr opinions of indiscreet, though 
powerful advisers. But some licentiousness, I re- 
peat it, is inevitable. There will, at times, be 
overaction on both political sides, coloring—hy- 
perbole. We might as rationally expect to have 
the wonders of steam without any explosions, as a 

> free press and no libels; to have fire for warmth 
and the arts, without any conflagrations ; or storms 
and tempests to promote vegetation and hea'th, 
without any wrecks or inundations. 

While the Senate shall continue to elect the edi- 
tors of party papers on either side as Printers, they 
might as well expect to see the play of Hamlet 
performed without the character of Hamlet, as to 
see all its members escape criticism and censure by 
their Printers. But wrong is done, at their peril; 
under the laws, and only. under them, and in the 
usual forms only, let excesses be corrected or pun- 
ished. Removing persons from office who are fa- 
vorable to the minority, will only change the ob- 
jects of altack by those who will then become the 
Public Printers. Attacks will then be made by the 
new Printers on the minority. But still, even the 
majority cannot escape from them from other quar- 
ters. It is a delusion, either to expect it, or in any 
way to discourage or prevent free discussion, or, 
as I impute no bad motives, to do acts which are 
likely to possess that tendency. 

But the genileman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Mawevm] assigns a still different reason for re- 
moving the present Printers. Itis a want of per- 
sonal confidence. They may, he says, for an in- 
stance, disclose confidential messages. But have 
they ever done it heretofore? And if they have 
not, and have given a bond not to do it, and takea 
an oath, also, has he a right to urge such an objec- 
tion? Should they ever be guilty, the remedy by 
suit on their bond, or by the revocation of. their 
contract, as broken on their part, would be the ob- 
viously proper remedy. If we now punish them 
beforehand, and in a different way, we convict and 
punish them, not for a crime committed, but for a 
mere suspicion that one may be committed. We 
expel them for a possibility of wrong, and not for 
a wrong itself, What an act- for the greatest con- 
stitutional tribunal of the country! This remark 
recals to my mind the only other consideration 
with which I shall now trouble the Senate on this 
extraordinary resolution. If our employment of 
these persons as Printers involves the duties, obli- 
gations, and rights of a contract, as well, perhaps, 
as an office, it is manifestly not legal to remove 
them on any cause, or for any reason yet stated in 


debate. Nobody contends here, in cases like this, _ 


if amounting to contract, that one party to it can 
remove the other party; or, that this body ean re- 
move a- party toany contract running to the United 
States like this, and properly made, unless that par- 
ty consents, or has first broken it, or has done some 
act incompatible with its terms and character. 

It is. not pretended that any of these have occur- 
red in respect.to Blair and Rives. The only ques- 
tion, then, remaining, is, have they, in this case, 
any rights as contractors, or in the nature of a con- 
uact? In this inquiry, ifthe appointment of these 
Printers under the resolution. of 1819 was uncon- 
stitutional or illegal, as some are supposed to con- 
tend, their contract then, and since entered into, 
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was valid, from the inherent, absolute, and organic 
power-of this body to do all necessary for the due 
transaction of their business, and thus authorize 
their officers to enter into such. contracts for the 

erformance of our necessary printing; and -their 
case. would then be that of a mere contract, nothing 
but a contract, and not of an officer connected with 
it, or created by either the Constitution or the 
laws. : 

Again: whether the resolution of 1819 be consti- 
tutional or not, and whether the Public Printer be 
an officer or not, it can be made manifest thathe is 
a contracter, or has rights and duties under a con- 
tract; for an officer may be also a contracter, and 
may have rights in the nature of a contractor, just 
as much as if he were not an officer. In this case, 
the nature of it, and the facts, show aot only that a 
contract was made, but made ia the usual form, 
and not, as is suggested, without authority in the 
Senate to have it made. 

The resolution of 1819 prescribes how the print- 
ing shall be done, the prices, and when the Printer 
shall be designated or elected by the Senate. All 
these having taken place regularly, and a bond 
duly executed to the United States to comply with 
the provisions of that act, and this having been 
the practice for near a-quarter of a century, are 
we now tobe told thatit is no contract, because 
the Senate, as a body, cannot enter into a Con- 
tract? 

Hew are our laws for erecting public buildings, 
forts, etc.? Do they expressly authorize the 
Piesident or the Departments to enter into contracts 
todo the work? On the contrary, itis merely im- 
plied, in almost every instance, from the nature of 
the case; and the contract is, in almost every in- 
stance, made under the superintendence of the ap- 
propriate Secretaries, or subordinate officers, and in 
the name of ths United States, as both were in this 
case, and not in the name of the Senate or of the 
Departments, or by the President, or heads of De- 
partments, in person. The contracts, on such oc- 
‘casions, are also signed but by one party, 
or are, by a bond of one party, to deliver mate- 
rials, or do work, as here; and referring to a law 
for particulars, or annexing a schedale of them. 
Bat in whichever form, they are in essence equally 
contracts and binding; or all our obligations of this 
kind, from the foundation of the Government, are 
invalid. 

Again: itis said by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Presron,] that there can be no 
contractor or contract where there is an election of 
an individual. But in this instance, the election of 
a particular person to have the contract has been 
substituted for the lowest bidder, formerly in use 
with a view merely to fix who should have the 
contract. This has been done to procure what the 
member from North Carolina [Mr. Manaum] con- 
siders so indispensable—i. e. a Printer who, when 
selected, has the confidence of the body. 

This is the whole amount of the ejection in the 

resent case. Its essence or subsiance—and we 
are now looking beyond forms—is a mere designa- 
tion of the person who, at the time of the election, 
has the confidence or preference of the body to re- 
ceive the contract, instead of the lowest bidder. 
Besides this consideration, several ciasses of ofi- 
cers exist, as before stated, who may be contrac- 
tors, or possess rights, in the nature of a contract, 
as well.as any other person, and still be officers. 

The case of Dartmouth College and Woodward 
—(4 Wheaton Rep. p. 657)—is very ful. on this 
point. It was more familiar to most profes- 
sional gentlemen twenty years ago than now, or 
they never would have insisted, on this occasion, 
that there could be no contract where a person had 
been elected, or was in any sense an officer. I say 
nothing of the correciness of the law of that case as 
to the distinctions between public and private char- 
ers, or as to some other positions. 

But I read from it a few passages, to show how 
much wider a range is there, judicially, given io 
the meaning of contracts, and rights held under 
contracts, than the Senators from Delaware 
or South Carolina have seemed to suppose. 
The case itself arose under that clause in the Con- 
stitution, which bears directly on the present 
discussion, and which provides that no State shal] 
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pass any “aws imp 


“gress itself, or either House, would, it 


tracis.-—(Art. 1, set. 9 ae 
The Confederation took it for granted, that 
‘ie 


retired, elevated and cautious’ positi 
any act impairing the ‘obligation. of contr: 
hence,extended the express prohibition to t 
alone. There was danger from ‘them 
cumstance, expressed by a member, that the 
ber people of America, had seen with regr 
with indignation, thatsudden changes. and législa+ 
tive interference, in cases affecting’ present rights, 
because jobs, in the hands of enterprising and 
fluential speculators.” The clause was introduced 
“to shield themselves and their property from the 
effects of those sudden and strong passions to which 
men are exposed.” (6 Cranch. 87.) -Similar 
dangers, it now seems, may, unexpectedly, arise 
here as with the States; but justice requires 
me to add, that none of the gentlemen on ‘the eppo- 
site side, are understood to claim the right to ‘annul 
contracts in Congress any more than in the States, 
though some of them have, I think, very unforta- ` 
nately, spoken of paying large or small damages, 
if they should annul contracts. They will, how- 
ever, find that if the deplorable violation” once 
takes place, in the flush of victory, and in the hot 
blood of passion, any reparation in damages will 
be but a feeble atonement for violated faith; anda 
stigma will be fixed on the character of the Repub- 
lic, which ages cannotremove. The damning deed 
will be done, The little credit. left of the Sta 
will be lost, and the high. credit of the Un 
prostrated. The De Tocquevilles and Cheva- 
liers may have to write a new warning to 
the advocates of free principles abroad, and a 
new chapter of burning shame to us on the rash- 
ness and reckless injustice ef party madness under 
free institutions. But again it it said, we can re~, 
pair damages. What! we to be lavish of the ped- 
ple’s money to repair the damages we ourselves 
have commited? What justice and economy!) = 

Who, also, are to fix or estimate the damages? 
The party doing the wrong, as the Senate cannot | 
be sued. What an impartial remedy! The'end. 
of such a beginning, under the new Administration, 
can more easily be imagined than seen, |)... i 

What disastrous coming events thus cast their sha- 
dows before! Is this the first act in a drama that is” 
to advance in proscriptive violence, like the tragic 
scenes enacied in the Italian Republics of the mid- 
dle ages? Are our historians and poets, if, unfor- 
tunately, politicians, to be, like Dante, not only 
proscribed, but banished? Is confiscation to fol- 
low in case of contracts and property, and some. 
apology to be offered, by talking of damages cs‘imated. 
by the injuring party now or paid at some. future. 
period, after hope long deferred, and when Victory: 
shall hang in the cther side of thë scales? 

Of one thing, thank God! I feel satisfied—that, - 
however violent causes may increase and inflame 
as they move onward, yet the atrocities of party. 
rage evineed by females in some former Republics 
can never be revived in ours. In the rathless pro- 
scription of triumvirates, none of our fair country- 
women can ever, I trust, under the humanity, sym- 
pathy, and benevolence of Christian education, call 
for the proscribed head of a political opponent, 
aad, in impotent madness, pierce his dead tongue: 
with a bedkin, in revenge for his philippics uttered 
against demagogues, profligates, and usurpers. © -. 

But one moment to tke decision of our highest. 
jadicial tribunal, as to what constitutes a contract, 
rather than to the lexicographers and looser defini- | 
tions proffered on the other side. . 


Yhe decision in the case of Woodward. andthe 
Dartmouth College, was not.thatindentures, mutu-, 
ally signed by two parties, or unsealed agreements 
so signed, aione consiitute contracts, as. some defi-. 
nitions read acem to imply. But. Chief Justice 
Marshall, ia that case, which was a mere. charter 
by a Provincial Governor, to a few. persons, as of- 
ficers of a literary institution, declared, that. “the 
opinion of the court, fer matare deliberation, is, 
that this ig @ contract, the obligation of which cannot 
be impaired withoat violating the Constitation.”. 
(page 650.) . Again: (page 656,) “a grant is. a cone 
tract.” So.aré said to be all the private corpora:. 
tions, such as banks, turnpikes, and - railroads; - 


‘(page 669,) though having officers, and making offi- 
cers; almost without number. And Justice Story 
“adds, in respect “to grants of power to State officers 
Or to: contracts, relative to their offices,” &c. 
(pages..693. and 694.) “When the Legislature 
makes’ contract witha public officer, as in the 
-ease of a. stipulated. salary for his services during 
a limited. period, this, during the limited period, is 
jast as much a contiact within the purview of the 
constitutional provision as a like contract would 
be between two private citizens.” 
-Yet the: Senator from North Carolina contends 
‘that. the Senate, though it constantly appoints ofi- 
cers, and helps to fix their salaries, cannot eater into 
aay contract, or bein any way a party to any 
contract. And the Senator from South Carolina 
[Mr. Preston] is. understood to contend that there 
can be no contract with a person elected. Again, 
Justice Story says: “Many dignities and offices, ex- 
isting at common law, are merely honorary and 
Without profit, and sometimes are onerous. Yeta 
grantto them has never been supposed the less a 
- contract on that account,” (page 699.) 

Bot how much more is such an officer a con- 
tractor, if agrant of privilege to print, etc. is made 
to.him, and the party to be protected as holding 
rights under a contrect, if he possessa private bene- 
ficial interest in the duties attached to the station; 
and if Jarge amounts of property are to beheld, 
procured, and delivered under the contracts as in the 
present case, and for a limited period, and at certain 
prices. The judge adds: also, “in respect to 
franchises, whether corporate or not, which in- 
clude a permanency of profits, such asa right of 
fishing or to hold a ferry, a market ora fair, or to 
erect a turnpike, bank or bridge, there is no pre: 
tence to say the grants of them ate not within the 
Constitution,” (page 699.) That is, there is no 
pretence they are nct contracts, or do not involve 
the rights and duties of a contract. 

‘T quote the remarks to gentlemen on the oiher 
side, that they may callto mind what has been de- 
cided, and said in the highest judicial tribunal of 
the country on points analagous to that in dispute 
here, and how they have differed from their pre- 
sent position, 

Lt will thus be seen, that, in the opinion of such 
a tribunal, officers may be elected or appointed, 
and still have rights under their offices, and under 
grants which are in the nature of a contract, which 
no legislative power can lawfully impair. 

In the same case, it is held, as has been quoted, 
that bank charlers possess a like character of a 
contract; and, in 1833, on the removal of the 
deposites, to which the gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina [Mr. Catuoun] has referred, it was not denied, 
by the then Administration, that the chatter gave 
certain rights in the nature of a contract; but, the 
question was merely concerning the extent and limi- 
tations of the contract. ‘The Opposition, at that 

_ lime, concluded, that the substance of the contract 
prohibited the removal of the deposites, unless first 
ascertained to be unsafe in the vaults of the Bank. 
The Executive. contended there was no such limi- 
tation or qualification, because the charter itself 
expressly provided “that the deposites of the money 
of the United States in places in which-the said 
Bank and the branches thereof may be established, 
shall be made in said Bank or the branches thereof, 
unless the Secretary of the Treasury shall, at any 
time, otherwise order and direct,” &e. (section 
16h.) The Secretary did “otherwise order and di- 
rect,” and, consequently; according to the views cf 
the Executive, conformed to the contract, instead 
of violating it by removing the deposi‘es. 

In the present case, the other indications of a 
contract, beyond all which has yet been stated, are 
decisive. There not only always was a cortract, 
and nothing but a contract, before 1819, but always 
since has there been a contract; not a mere bond to 
perform a naked public trust, as in cases of mere 
officers, but a bond to comply with the paruiculars 

‘of the joint resolution, and thus to furnish certain 
materials, of paper and ink, which equal in value 
neatly half the stipulated price to be paid for the 
whole: work. No such contract or engagement 
exists with most other officers, and none such with 
mere officers. In. this case, the law on the one 
side, and the bond on the other, make it a part of 
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the contract on the one side, that they shall furnish 
these materials during a limited. period, which is 
one of the tests of a coniract by Justice Story, that 
is, for two years, or the next Congress, as well as 
to perform the labor, and provide a fixed capital, 
necessary to do the work promptly, in types, 
presses, etc. This capital equals thirty or forty 
thousand dollars. 

Again: on the other side, it is virtually engaged, 
as a consideration for this bond, that ihey shall 
have the work for a definite time; that they shall 
be paid a stipulated price for the work, during that 
stipulated time. This makes it exactly, through- 
out, one of the cases adduced in the Supreme 
Court, to illustra'e what is a contract, in the case 
of certain officers. Couple these considerations 
with others, before mentioned in this debate, that 
these Printers are designated to furnish the mate- 
tials, and do the duties as a firm, and not as indi- 
viduals, showing the business character of the 
case, that they are proposed in this very resolution 
to be dismissed as a firm, and not Mr. Blair alone— 
who seems alone to be objectionable—that they 
cannot resign without our concent, which is the 
case with no mere officers—that they have given, 
and the law requires them to give, bonds, not to do 
the duties of an officer, but “for the prompt, accu- 
rate, and neat execution of the work.” And the 
whole undertaking comes as clearly, as any case on 
record, within the form, as well as substance, notonly 
of definitions, but of decisions, in respect to contracts. 
Sound common sense, and immemorial usage, 
cannot, in my opinion, justity any other view of 
the subject. No scholastic subtlety can long be- 
wilder ei'her this body or the community as to the 
real essence of the transaction. However party 
feeling may insensibly warp some of us for a time, 
and it may all of us—however sudden irritation 
may have provoked and rendered plausible the ex- 
pression of doubtful opinions—however any Sena- 
tor may, in his zeal to serve others and the public, 
indulge in eloquent indignation at supposed vice— 
and however all this, under human frailty, may 
make some feel power and forget right, without 
any motive existing actually to violate vested 
rights, yet the scrutiny of free discussion and of 
time will dispel ail delusion. All attacks on pri- 
vaie charters and contracts have a revolutionary 
tendency; and one of the sages of °76 is depicted 
as holding np to the world’s abhorrence various 
encroachments, and, among them, a broken char- 
ter, and other lawless acts of ministerial power, 
Reactions will come. Truth must follow afier 
falsehood, and though sometimes slow, yet sure: 
though crushed to earth, she will rise again. The 
people at large are sensitive to injustice and oppres- 
sion, though committed on the humblest individual. 
An emanation from Deity himself is constantly at 
work in the human heart to correct evil, to bring 
back erring man from wrong, and to do justice to 
the aggrieved, however late. 

In closing, allow me to invite you, before you 
vote for the present resolution, to look at a few 
cases of the operations of such a feeling and prin- 
ciple in man, and especially in relation to this for- 
midable class in scciety, composed of those con- 
nected with the public press, 

In our provincial weakness as colonies, a practi- 
cal printer,* once as their agent, stood before the 
assembled power of an English Parliament. Though 
faithful to his arduous trust, he was stigmatised by 
the reckless Wedder burnes of that day asa libeller, 
and guilty of various other high crimes and misde- 
meanors, which it is not necessary here to repeat. 
The petitions he presented were trampled in the 
dast—the prayers of his constituents rejected with 
scorn—and the proscribed and insulted agent was 
driven back across the Atlantic in supposed infa- 
my. He at once devoted all his energies to the 
cause, and did more, perhaps, by his pen, tongue, 
and the press, than any other individual, to prepare 
us for the coming crisis. What was the termination 
of the ouirage? A few years after the same printer 
appeared at the same court as the representa- 
tive of thirteen free, independent, and sovereign 
States, Rumor adds, that, in the same dress, worn 
when he was vilified, he then and there affixed hs 


“Benjamin Franklin, 


name to the-treaty of peace, in which hbis oppo- 
nents virtually. acknowledged the wrongs they had 
inflicted, and the sacred rights we had claimed. 
But nearer home, in this very. body, within the ree 
collection of many of. us, and deeply so of myself, 


a printer from my native State,} when nominated to - 


office, was rejected, principally, itis apprehended, on 
the ground of a supposed libel published some years 
previously. I then believed, and still do, that he 
was imposed on by others as to the facts of the 
case, and that no express malice existed, nor any 
intentional wrong was designed to any one. But 
the blood was up even in this. grave assemblage. 
Reason was, in some degree, blinded and stifled by 
honest indignation, at what was considered licen- 
tiousness of the press; and, without. trial or con- 
viction in thé courts of law, and with a private life 
of great purity, an untiring industry, and singular 
clearness of intellect, he was driven from his sub- 
ordinate office in apparent disgrace. Only one brief 
year afterwards what did we behold of returning 
justice and popular indemnity? This.same printer 
is sent here as the representative of a sovereign 
Siate, to sit and act by the side of those who had 
rejected him, and is soon afterwards exalted still 
further, by his elevation to the chair of its Chief 
Magistracy. 

One other illustration, and I have done. 

In the case of John Wilkes, known wherever 
popular liberty is known, and the- particulars of 
which need not, therefore, be detailed, his papers 
were seized by the minions of power, under a gene- 
ral search-warrant, because he had. caused to be 
printed what were considered libels. The com- 
munity looked to the outrage by such a seizure on 
him and his papers, and his domestic sanctuary, 
rather than to the individual guilt or innocence. 
They regarded the oppression, rather than the cha- 
racter, of the intended vietim of ministerial usur- 
pation. To evince their indignation at the profli- 
gate invasion of his rights, they at once elected 
him to the House of Commons. From that House 
he was expelled (or dismissed, as this resolution 
would term it) by the pliant supporters of that 
ministry. This was a second outrage, not much 
less flagrant than the first, and the people again 
returned him there by acclamation. Yea, more— 
the friends of liberty, of law, and the sacred rights 
of property and domestic exemption from inquisi- 
torial search-warrants, caused the record of his 
expulsion to be expunged. It stands expunged to 
the present day, and I may venture to. predict it 
will continue to stand expunged, till free principles 
themselves shall be expelled from the birthplace of 
our fathers. 

In referring to this case, do I justify the conduct 
of Wilkes, in many respects? er do I undertake 
officially to decide on any general imputations, cast 
in debate, on the present Printers? Far from it. 
This seems to me not to be the proper time or pro- 
per stage in the proceedings for that purpose. They 
will ably vindicate themselves, I have no doubt, 
when notified of any. specific charges and allowed 
to defend themselves against accusations like other 
free citizens in a {ree country, before they are con- 
demned. f 


But Junius justly said of Wilkes, whatever may 
have been his character, it was, ina public view, the 
precedent and the principle, and not his charecter, 
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which was most involved. Like Paine, during the ' 


Revolution, our fathers looked to his politics, rather 
than to his infidelity; and Mr. Jefferson afterwards 
generously protected him for his political rather 
than religious principles. Hence, Junius proceded 
further, and observed as to Wilkes, if ke had vices, 
his very vices pleaded for him in such a case, be- 
cause they were made an apology by others for an 
act of oppression. Thus, (Letter 11th:) * But, let 
Mr. Wilkes’s character be what it may, this at 
least is certain, that cireumstanced as he is, with 
regard to the public, even his vices plead for him. 
The people ot England have too much discernment 
to suffer your Grace to take advantage of the fail- 
ings of a private character to establish a precedent 
by which the public liberty is affected, and whieh 
you may hereafter with equal ease and justification 
employ to the ruin of the best man in the kingdom.” 


T Isaac Hill, 
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Yes, to destroy even. a Wilberforce, a Fox, or a 
Pitt, in the first moments of exultation after some 
party victory; Yes, ic is the principle in which 
lurk the poison and the peril. * And the great un- 
known, with indignant eloquence, added: “The 
laws of England shall not be violated even by your 
holy. zeal to oppress a sinner.” 

-Mr. WALKER said his friend from Arkansas 

had alluded to the fact that, in 1833, Gales and 
‘Seatoniwere declared to be elected, having received, 
according tothe tellers ninety-nine votes, when before 
Congress reassembled a hundred individuals publish- 
ed under their signatures, that they had deposited 
their ballots for Blair and Rives; and in point of 
fact, though the tellers announced the election of 
Gales and Seaton, that Blair and Rives were 
elected. Now this result must have been either 
through fraud or mistake; he believed it was 
through mistake, for he hoped the day would not 
come when there would be a recourse to fraud 
in either of the two Houses of Congress, to 
defeat an election. But whenever it was, Blair 
and Rives were duly elected, and they proposed, in 
consequence uf this fact, that they should be pro- 
claimed the Printers to Congress. But what was the 
ground then taken by the Whig party, and by 
Gales and Seaton in editorial articles, which he 
had before him, and to which he would call the 
attention of the Senate? And these sentiments 
were not only promulgated by the party here at 
that period, but they were reaffirmed by the Whig 
press throughout the ‘Union in articles republished 
from those of Gales and Seaton, who were nowto 
be the Printers on‘the removal of Blair and Rives. 
In an article published in the National Intelli- 
gencer, on the 27th of November, 1833, ia which 
they are giving their reasons why they should be 
considered Printers for the two years, they 
treat it in precisely the same manner that the elec- 
tion of Blairand Rives was now treated; they pro- 
claimed it was a contract. But the following was 
their own language: 

“Passing by other indications of lesser consequence, we ar- 

‘vive atthat contemporaneons one with which we began, from 
Cincinnati, concurring in the scheme of the New Hampshire 
Patriot, the Albany Argus, the New York Standard, &c. Hav- 
ing travelled thus far with us, the reader will probably have 
made up his mind, by this time, that a deliberate plan has been 
formed here, to be attempted if the conspirators dare, and 
which all the organs of the’ lower Cabinet are busily engaged, 
by dirty and despicable arts, endeavering to accomplish, for un- 
doing the election of Printer made at the last session of Con- 

ress. 

“This grand project of the cabal, whose existence and dan- 
gerous influence we exposed to our readers in several numbers 
during the last summer, presents itself in two aspects, the one 
MORAL, the other LEGAL.” 

And here be would call the attention of the Se- 
nate to the denunciation of Gales and Seaton of 
the attempt to remove them as both ‘immoral and 
illegal.’ Such was the charge made by Gales and 
Seaton, in 1833, against that act which was now to 
be accomplished by their friends in this body—an 
act, too, of which the men who denounced it then 
were now to reap the fruit. If this were an immo- 
rality and an illegality, he would turn it over to the 
consciences of gentlemen, when they came to give 
their vote for Gales and Seaton to fill the vacancy 
now to be created. But he would proceed with 
that part of the article which treats it as a contract 
with Gales and Seaton. It is as follows: 

“The reason for thus making the appointment for each Con- 
gress at the close of the preceding session, was of course to 
enable the contractor to prepare the necessary materials to 
enable him to execute so extensive a work; which every man 
of business. knows it will take several months to do. After the 
person elected has given the required bond, the contract be 
tween him and the House which has chosen him is complete, 
and itis only in case of failure in the proper execution of the 
work, orincenvenient delay, that the Secretary or Cierk of 
either House can employ another Printer to do any part of the 


work. Such a thing has in fact never yet occurred, in the 
course of fourteen years practice under the resolation.” 


“On the 3d of March, 1821, just at the close of the Congress 
next after that in which the above measure was first adopted, 
the following resolution was adopted by the House of Repre- 
seutatives: 


“Resolved, That this House will forthwith proceed to ballot 
“for a Printer to execute its work during the next Congress, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the resolution, ‘directing the man- 
ner in which the printing for Congress shail be executed; fixing 
the prices thereof, and providing for the appointment of a Pria- 
ter or Printers,’ passed on the 3d day of March, 1819. 


“Under this resolution, the election was made at the Sixteenth 
Congress, for the Seventeenth, and so continued to be made, 
from Congress. to Congress, until the Twentieth Congroas, 
when, upon the recommendation of the Committee of Re- 


trenchment, the following resolution was passed, -early in Feb- | 
ruary, by both Houses of Congress, and approved by the Presi- 
dent of the United States: 


“A RESOLUTION amendatory of a Joint Resolution passed 
3d March, 1819, 

“Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Sta'es in Congress assembled, That within thirty 
days before ihe. adjournment of every Congress, each House 
shall proceed to vote for a Printer to execute its work for and 
during the succeeding Congress, and the person having the ma- 
jority of all the votes shall be considered duly elected; aad that 
so much of the resolution approved the 3d day of March, 1819, 
entitled ‘A resolution directing the manner in which the print- 
ing for Congress shall be executed, fixing the prices thereof, and 
providing for the appointment of a Printer or Printers, as is 
altered by this resolution, be, and the same is hereby, repealed.” 

The resolution, too, set forth that, in case of the 
non-execution of the work, the work might be 
done by another Printer, and the contractor should 
pay any surplus to thénew Printer that might be 
allowed, as damages for the non-execution of his 
duty. Now let them see what was said on the ef- 
fect of the joint resolution of 1819 and 1829: 

“Thus, and with all these solemn forms and sanctions, was 
consummated the election of Printer, which the Kitchen Cabi- 
net, in all the insolence of power, with matchless presump, 
tion, undertake to order the House of Representatives to set 
aside; which they could no more legally do, the reader will 
perceive, than they could now set aside the election of Mr. 
Adams to the Presidency in 1825, and declare every act dune in 
consequence of it to have been illegal and void !” 


There was the doctrine of the Whig party of 
1833, promulgated by their accredited organ in 
Washington city, and under circumstances less 
strong than those now existing, for there was now 
no allegation that Blair and Rives were chosen by 
fraud. Gales and Seaton then declared that it was 
a solemn contract, and that they could be no more 
dismissed than that Mr. Adams could be dismissed 
from the Presidency by the vote of Congress; and 
yet now they were to reap the fruit of the act 
which they then, in elaborate editorial articles, de- 
nounced as illegal and immoral, and, to use their 
own language, as an act of “matchless impu- 
dence.” That was not his language, but the lan- 
guage of the gentlemen who were to be elected 
Printers by the other side, who were about to do 
the very same act which was then pronouneed to 
be immoral and illegal, and “matchless impu- 
dence.” This joint resolution had been in force 
for twenty-two years, for the first election of Gales 
and Seaton took place on the third of March, 
1819. ‘To this fact let him call the attention of 
this body and the country, and Jet him ask if this 
body was not now to act on this joint resolution. 

The resolution was acted upon at the folowing 
periods: 1819, °21, 23, °25, 27, °29, °31, 733, °35, 
037, °39, and ’41, 

There was not one single gap or intermission in 
this body from the 34 of March, 1819, to this pe- 
riod. There were examples in their favor for twen- 
ty-two years, under all the mutations of party and 
of doctrine that this country had usgdergone, and 
not one example to the contrary; but at this late 
period, this Whig Senate was about to create an 
example for the violation of the resolution of 1819. 
For the first time, a Whig Senate was about to dis- 
miss a Printer appointed nnder that joint resolu- 
tion, for never had either House given them one 
solitary example, during a period of twenty-two 
years, to justify the act that was then about to be 
performed by a Whig majority. And what was 
the ground on which the resolution had been disre- 
garded in the other House? Oa looking at the 
journals, it would be seen that they were twofold. 
One was a dispute in regard to the manner of the 
election—whether it should be by ballét cr vive 
voce, They failed not on the ground that the 
resolution was inoperative, but on the ground 
that it required a vote of two-thirds to take the re- 
solution up for action; and two-thirds could not be 
found to agree upon a day. And when the session 
was hastening to a close, and it was supposed that 
an altempt to act upon this resolution would defeat 
bills that were on their pasSage, and, therefore, 
two-thirds could not be found to support it, this 
non-action of the House of Representatives was to 
constitute ground for the deviation of the Senate 
from its uniform practice from 1819 to 1841! But 
the House of Representatives had set them no such 
evilexample, as that, after an election had been 
consummated, it should be disregardéd and set 
aside, and the contract rescinded. The specified 
grounds on which the contragt could be set aside, 


were a failare to execute the. work, or delay .in its ` 


execution; and they weré not to.interpolate on that 
contract provisions, that were notin it: It was to 
bea contract on one side, as'well as on the-other. 
It was obligatory on Blair and Rives, as one of the 
contracting parties, and on the Senate of the United 
States as the other, and the only other contracting 
party;and yet this Senate, the party entering:into this 
contract with Blair and Rives, were to be the sole 
judges and violaters of that contract—-an example 
for which would not be found in the whole course 
óf jurisprudence, from the commencement. of le- 
gislation down to this time. Blair and Rives could 
neither resign nor. abandon their contract without 
the consent of the Senate; nor release themselves 
from its obligations; and was it ever heard or 
dreamed of, that a contract was binding on one party 
and not on another? This, then, clearly distin- 
guished it from all other cases which had beer men- 
tioned in debate. He, therefore, implored the’ Se- 
nate to maintain the good faith and konor of the 
coantry, in which they had so deep an interest, and 
not, by the violation of this contract, set. an evil 
example to the respective States of the Union, to 
impair that good faith which should ever be held 
inviolate. He would rather that some compro- 
mise should be effected than that this great principle 
should be violated by the Senate of the United 
States. Ee 
Mr. MANGUM read various extracts from the 
Globe of the same period, maintaining, doctrines 
directly the reverse of those contended for by the 
Intelligencer. oe 


Mr. WALKER called the attention of the Senate 
to the fact that that doctrine was repudiated by the 
Democratic party to which it was directed. j 

But one word more. They had designated a 
partnership to be the Printers to the Senate, and he 
wished to inquire whether they could elect a part- 
nership to an office? He proposed that question 
for the consideration of his friends on the other 
side, and be wished them to think well of it before 
they consummated the work which they had now 
begun. Did they elect Blair and Rives, or Gales 
and Seaton, as they did their Secretary, and Ser- 
geant-at-arms, to any office known to the law? 
And if they had designated two individuals as one, 
on what principle did they dismiss both? This 
showed clearly that they were merely designating 
contractors, and not electing officers. g 

On the motion of Mr. PRESTON, the: Senate 
then went into Executive session. \ = 

Tuorspay, March 11, 1841. 

The resolution to dismiss Blair and Rites being 
under consideration— 4 f 

Mr. BERRIEN resumed the debdaté, this day, 
in support of the resolution, The views which he 
expressed at some length, were those of previous 
speakers. The resolution, he said, affirmed two 
things: the first was, that the Senate had power to 
do the act contemplated by that resolution; and se- 
condly, that there was cause for doing it; and these 
involved the position that the Senate, as now as- 
sembled, was invested with its constitutional pow- 
ers to elect its own officers, which included the 
idea that it had the power also of dismissal. They 
were then sitting as a “Senate,” the Printer was an 
officer of the Senate; and partaking of the views 
and feeling of the majority of the people by whom 
the new Administration had been called into. office, 
their organ of communication with the people, who 
was necessarily entrusted with most confidential: 
communications, should not be the editor of a 


` leading political paper of that party which had al- 


ready announced their determined opposition to.the 
existing Administration. It. was “the very. error 
of the moon” to suppose ‘they could tolerate or 
continue these Printers one instant beyond the ac- 
quisition of the power to dismiss them. 

Mr. BENTON said six years ago the Senate 
happened to be engaged in the same busines3 which 
now occupied its: attention, He happened ‘to be 
in connection with the Senate in 1835, when the 
the acival majority of thatday, being just about to 
go into a minority, proposed to bring on the elec- 
tion of Printer for their successors; which was re- 
sisted by the minority, who were then soon to be 
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the’ majority, on the grounds which had been 
adopted by the gonilemen opposite, who had argued 
the'question during this debate. He, (Mr. Benron,) 
on that occasion, asin 1833, submitted a resolution 
to repeal the joint resolution of 1819, which was 
now treated by gentlemen on the other side as a 
nullity. “He had done so, because standing as it did 
on the'statute book, it was clothed with all the forms 
of law. His resolution of 1833, for repealing the 
law of 1819; and remitting to each House of Con- 
gress the election of its own Printer, was referred 
by then existing majority in the Senate (which 
was ‘the same politically as now existed here) to 
A` committee composed wholly of that poli- 
tieal party, consisting of Messrs. Robbins, Poin- 
dexter, and Bibb. That committee retained the 
resolution to the end of the session; they then re- 
ported against it, and they were supported by the 
majority in the Senate. That was in 1833. In 
1835, the same course was taken by him pretty 
early, and again by the same political party in the 
Senate, his resolution was referred; it was 
then ‘referred to the Judiciary Committee, consist- 
ing of five members, four of whom were of the 
same political party as was this day in a majority. 
That resolution was so referred, in opposition to 
his earnest remonstrance, to a committee, with whom 
it might lie long. It was afterwards brought back 
with the decision of the committee against the re- 
peal of the resolution of 1819, and agaiu the Se- 
nate sustained the decision. It was in the latter 
part of the session of 1835, that that resolution was 
brought back, when it was reported to the Se- 
nate by the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
. Przston,}] and thus, by two committees of that 
body, belonging to the political party now predo- 
minant in this body, the propriety of repealing the 
resolution of 1819 was reported against, and those 
reports were acquiesced in by the majority of the 
Senate. The joint resolution, then, which for a 
week past had been treated by the other side as a 
nullity, was adhered to by them in 1833 and 
1835, and adhered to on a proposition be- 
ing made, and coming regularly before the Se- 
nate, to decide the propriety of taking it off the 
statute book. On the 23thof February, 1835, po- 
litical power being about to shift itself on others, 
the election of Printer was brought on. He, (Mr. 
Benton,) and others, made all the resistance to it 
that they could; and he believed they stated their 
objections, if not as strongly, at least as broailly, as 
the gentlemen opposite now do. They urged the 
impropriety of the bringing on an election by gen- 
tlemen who were leaving their seats, and imposing 
ou:their successors an officer of another political 
party, who. might be unacceptable and disagreea- 
ble to them He (Mr. Benton) said he should 
look upon it as. the exercise of mere power, which 
would .not be obligatory on those succes- 
sors, and which they might disregard if they 
would; and, therefore, for one, he undertook to say 
then thathe should disregard it, and that he should 
not submit to the imposition of a Printer of the ad- 
verse political party upon them, but that he should 
move, in his place, at the next session, to sct the 
Printer aside and take another up. Of all this he 
“gave notice in his place; and when gentlemen made 
their. objections to this election, a fortnight ago, and 
said they were not bound by it, but wouid move to 
setit aside when they were competent to doi’, it 
seemed to him they were reading out of his own 


book.: Indeed, he had the book brought, and the | 
language: was. found exactly to correspond. No- | 


thing. could -be more explicit than the statements 
he made on that occasion. Standing in his place, 
he promised: he would make a. motion to set the 
election aside, and to go into an election for them- 
selves: it was all in the book which lay before him, 
but he would not trouble the Senate with reading it. 
He made the pledge; buton the ensuing session 
coming round, was that pledge redeemed? Did he 
move to set the election aside? Did he move to 
supersede Gales and Staton, and so into the elec- 
tion of another person? No; he didnot. Hegave 
the notice, but when the time came round, he ne- 
ver made the movement. Why? For want of 
will within himself? He presumed not. Why 
then? Because the gentlemen elected were per- 
fectly agreeable to him? By no means. 


They were gentlemen of adverse politics, and 
they were far, he assured the Senate, from 
sprinkling him and his party with lavender. . The 
gentlemen were adverse to him in politics, their pa- 
per was disagreeable to him; and yet did he move 
to set their election aside? Did he take a step to 
redeem the pledge he had given? No, not one step; 
and why? Because the body of the Democratic 
party—some might have forgotten it ps a transient 
thing—utterly. retused to go into it. He did not 
know that he founda backer among them; but so 
far he could speak, that his political friends refused 
to go into the election of a Printer, and for the rea- 
sons here given: Messrs. Gales and Seaton had 
entered into a contract, they were the Printers to 
the Senate for two years, and the Democratic party 
permited them to serve out their two years—the 
Democrats being the majority. Twice, then, under 
such circumstances, were adverse printers permit- 
ted to hold their contract—twice, and for two years 
each time, were they permitted to hold it to the end 
of the term. He mentioned this, for the purpose 
of showing how his political friends had acted 
heretofore. He did not quote it to show his own 
consistency, or of doing henor to himself: not at all. 
It was to remind them of whathis friends had done, 
and thereby to do justice both to those present and 
those absent; for the purpose of showing how the 
Democracy had used its power, when, on two 
former occasions, they utterly refused to touch the 
contract of the Printer. It was to bring that fact 
to the minds of Senators, and not to go into any 
argument, that he had risen; and every word 
he had spoken was confirmed by the book 
before him. He did tbis to bring it 
to the knowledge of the Senate and of the country 
—he did it for the purpose of confronting profes- 
sions with practice. The Democratic party had 
been described as the ‘‘spoils party,” the “intole- 
rant party,” “ihe “proscriptive party,” and the 
party which swept every thing away that differed 
from them. Another party had come in which was 
to “proseribe proscription.” That was the profes- 
sion on which the gentlemen had come in; but, 
without going info generalities, take the case now 
before them, and how stood it?) The last gentleman 
who had addressed them, [Mr. Berrien] had sum- 
med up their whole doctrine, when he said they could 
not tolerate for an instant—which was the smallest 
subdivision of time—Printers of adverse polities 
to do their business. . 

Then, while the tolerant, the merciful, the cle- 
ment, the anti-proscriptive Federalists refuse to 
tolerate, for one instant; the intolerant, proscribing, 
tyrannical Democrats were tolerant for four years— 
at two ends of the Capitol, and for two yrars ata 
time, and for two years at the end of that time, had 
they tolerated Gales and Seaton. He would con- 
clude wilh again saying that he had made these ob- 
servations only for the purpose of doing justice to the 
Demecracy—to show them consistent and uniform 
in 1833, and 1835, and in 1841—and in showing 
the Federalists refusing to be bound by a law in 
1841, and treating itas a nullity, which they re- 
fused to repeal in 1833 and 1835; in showing them 
as adhering to the joint resolution of 1819, when 
it is in favor of Gares and Seaton, and trampling 
it underfoot when it isin favor of Buair and 
Rives. 

The yeas and nays were then about being taken, 
when 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said that many Sena- 
tors were absent, being necessarily occupied in pre- 
paration for their departure for their homes; and 
that it should not be taken without some little no- 
tice o the absentees, as they had some business in 
Executive session to transact, he would move that 
the Senate go into Executive session, and at 3 
o’cleck, the question be taken. 

Most of the Senators now appearing in their 
seats, he waived the motion, and the yeas and nays 
were taken, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Moorehead, Porter, 
Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 


: Southard, Talimadge, White, and Wcodbridge—26. 


NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 


houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, MacRoberts, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wood- 
bury, and Wright—18. 

So the resolution to dismiss Blair and Rives as 
Printers of the Senate to the 27th Congress was 
adopted. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky moved the following 
order: 

Ordered, That the official bond taken from Blair 
and Rives,as Printers of the Senate of the 27th 
Congress, be delivered to them by the Secretary of 
the Senate. 

On this Mr. BENTON called the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and the motion was earried by 
a precisely similar vote to that on the above qués- 
ion—yeas 26, nays 18. 

The Senate then went inte Executive session, and 
afterwards adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March 14, 1841. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the following letter of 
Messrs. Blair and Rives, which was read: 

Goze OFFICE, 
Washington, 15th March, 1841. 

On the 12:h inst. the Secretary of the Senate, in 
obedience to a resolution of the Senate, sent to usa 
letter enclosing our bond for executing the printing 
for that body during the 27th Congress; the con- 
tents of which letter we did not know when it was 
handed to us; and on examining its contents, we 
immediately returned it to the Secretary’s office, 
where it was left, with a letter demanding of him 
all the copy that has been ordered to be printed, or 
that may be ordered to be printed, by the Senate, 
during the 27th Congress, 

We now inform the Senate that we are prepared, 
and have been ever since our election, to execute 
any printing that has been ordered; and shall keep 
ourselves prepared to exccute all the printing that 
may be ordered by the Senate during the 27th Con- 
gress; and we hereby respectfully demand the copy 
of all that has been ordered, and all that may be 
ordered during the 27th Congress, as fast as the 
orders shali be made. 

Respectfully, 
BLAIR & RIVES, 
To the Senate of the United States. 

The letter was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON rose and addressed the Senate 
as follows: Itis, 1 am sure, painfully within the 
recollection of the Senate, that a few days since a 
very unpleasant collision oceurred on this floor be- 
tween the Senator from Kentucky aad the Senator 
from Alabama. Any interruption of the habitual 
and characteristic harmony of this body, or the par- 
liamentary decoram of its proceedings, is, under 
any circumstances, deeply to be regretted, but espe- 
cially in the present case, inasmuch as the mani- 
festation of heat occurred between Senators of such 
long and distinguished standing. lt might well be 
supposed that nothing but mistake or accident 
could have led to such a result; and thoroughly 
convinced of this, I rise, Mr. President, to siate 
my conviction of the existence of misappreben- 
sion, and to state succinctly the mode in which it 
occurred. 

On the occasion alluded to, the Senator from 
Kentucky, conceiving that the remarks of the Se- 
nator from Alabama were calculated and intended 
to be injurious to his character, and personaily of- 
fensive, retorted in Janguage of direct affront—lan- 
guage which I am convinced he could not have em- 
ployed, but under a deep sense of injury. In this 
view of the remarks of the Senator fiom Alabama, 
I believe he was mistaken. Indeed I am convinced, 
from information which has casually come to my 
possession, that the Senator from Alabama did not 
intend to be personally offensive. At the bottom of 
this affair, therefore, there is a misapprehension, 
which I announce with pleasure, and in the confi- 
dent belief that, being announced, the honorable 
and distinguished Senators will permit no personal 
difficulty to arrest an adjustment which is earnestly 
demanded by the Senate and ‘the country. 


Mr. CLAY said he shared with the Senator from 
South Caroima [Mr. Preston] in the regret which 


he had manifested, on account of the occurrence 
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disturbing the usual harmony and good feeling 
which prevailed in the. Senate, to which ke had 
alluded; and he bore, with pleasure, testimony to the 
honorable and high minded. feelings which had 
prompted that Senator to make the appeal which 
he had just presented. 

Before he (Mr. C.) proceeded to respond particu- 
larly to that appeal, he wished to submit a few 
general observations to the Senate in regard to 
the privileges of Congressional or Parliamentary 
debate. 7 

Every Senator had the most perfect right to 
speak with the utmost freedom of those who 
were in power; he mignt cenounce them as arbi- 
trary, wicked, and incompetent; and their mea- 
sures. as tyrannical, corrupt, and ruinous to the 
best interests of the country. So it was equally 
the right of every memher to deliver his sentiments 
without reserve on the character of all persons not 
members cf the body, but whose names or cha- 
racters were connected wilh the subject wader debs) 
and all brought before the Senate as candidates fo 
appointment to office. All this a member has a 
right to do under no other responsibility than that 
which his own conscience and public opinion im- 
pose. But while this right was clear and undeniable, 
was essential to the due discharge of official daty, 
and wasin no case to be be restrained, the same jiber- 
ty did not extend to the language of Senators towards 
each other, or in reference. to their motives. In 
speaking to or of each. other, the utmost respect 
and decorum ought ever to be preserved, all per- 
sonality avoided, and especially all imputation of 
improper motives. Under these impressions as to 
the privileges of debate, and guided by these rules, 
Mr. C., had spoken, a few days since, of the elder 
Editer of the Globe newspaper, whom it wss then 
proposed to dismiss from the office ef Printer to the 
Senate. Had not that individual been thus legiti 
mately and directly before the body, he should have 
forborne, as he had always hitherto, in his public 
station, forborne, to say a word iv regard to him or 
the paper which he edits. Notwithstanding ten 
years of the most unparalleled abuse and wanton 
and unscrupulous attacks of himself, Mr, ©. had 
remained silent; and so be should still bave re- 
mained; but when the name of that person was di. 
rectly before the Senate; and his character and 
conduct of a public journal became a legitimate 
subject for its consideration, he had felt it to be his 
right to speak of him in the terms he had done. 
‘When, on the next day, the Senator from Aleb: 
(Mr. Kino) addressed the Senate, he must say that, 
while that. gentleman was speaking, he had thought 
thal there.was, on his part, a.studied, a premeditat- 
ed, and, as he then. believed, a preconcerted design 
to make an” assault upon... him and. bis character. 
And-when the. Senator concluded by ‘instituting. a 
comparison of Mr. C. toa man whom he-had, but 
the day before, declared to be infamous, and- of 
whom he had spoken asa common libeller, and 
of his paper as libellous, he did. not doubt. that his 
object was a personal offence to Mr. ©. It was 
under this impressiof that Mr. C, bad addressed to 
the Chair some remarks which he intended asa 
deliberate offence to. that Senator. 

Butit was due to the Senator from Alabama, as 
well as to himself, to state that he had sinee re- 
ceived satisfactory information, oan which he placed 
implicit reliance, that there had beea no purpose or 
intention on the part of that Senator to offer any 
personal affront to Mr. C. or to cast the slightest 
. dmpwtation on his character or honor, Mr. C. had, 
oa een mistaken ag to the design which he 
“bad. süpposed that Senator. to entertain; and he 

“must have. entirely misapprehended the language 
“employed. Ready, therefore, at all times prompt- 
“ly to repair an injury, as.he hoped-he-ever-should be 

to fepel an indignity, and always taking more plea- 

sure to repair than to. repel, and without any regard 


to the nicety of mere technical forme, to which 
those acquainted with bim well knew he never at- 
tached great importance—under the circumstances 
as thus explained, and with the understanding 
which he now had of the real intentions of that Se- 
nator, it was with infinite pleasure he now de- 
clared every epithet in the jeast derogatory to him, 
to his honor, or to his character, to be withdrawn. 

Mr. KING said: I concur with the Senator from 
Kentucky as to the duty which every Serator owe 
to himself and to the body of which he is a mem- 
ber. He should sindionsly avoid all personalities, 
and keep himself strictly within the rules of order, 
and never depart from decoram in debate, Ihave 
long been a member of the Senate, and I ean fear- 
lessly appeal to my brother Senators 
whether, on any cccasion, I have viclated pre- 
scribed rules, or been guilty of indecerum in de- 
bate. 

The Senator from Kentucky, from whoever he 
received tne information, has not beer misinform- 
ed. That Sesator having, with his characteristic 
frankness, explicitly withdra the injurious ex- 
pressions used by him, I now feel myself at H 
to state, and Ido it in the same spirn of fran 
that nothing which was said by me was int 
be personally offensive to that Senator; nor was it 
my desizn, in any manner, to. derogate from his 
characier as a genileman or manof honor. I make 
this statement with pleasare: for,while [am always 
prepared to defend my bonor when assailed, I care- 
fully avoid attacking others. 

Mr. PRESTON expressed: his sati 
salisfactory termination of the rstanding 
between the Scsaters; and then, of his motion, 

The Senate then went into Exeentive session, and 
when the doors were again opened, 

Mr. WRIGHT was disenssing a me 
ed by Mc. Rives in reia to prin 
ihe Adjutant General end of the Seer 
Senate, in convection with the memori 
Jesup which was ordered to be printed during ihe 
Jast session of Congress, 

The motion was opposed 
and BENTON on the grou 
and irregmiarity of ira 
lative character during ¢ 
Senate; while they expr 
vote for the printing of 
be necessary for the ele 
the motion for it was 

The motion was a t 
ARCHER, and PRESTO 
ayes 20, noes 10. 

` Mr: MERRIC 
wait on the President, and infor 
nate were prepared to adi 
tee had porformed that duy 
communications te make, reported thatthe commit- 
had informed them that he had no further commu- 
nications to make; and expressed to them, and de- 
sired it to be communicated through them fo ‘the 
body, his: wishes for the health and happiness of 
the members of the Senate, and fer their safe retum 
to their homes and families. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, 

-Fhe Senate adjourned sine die, 
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REPORT 
OF THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA 
TIVES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Tn compliance with ihe- “Aci io authorize the appoint- 
ment of additional paymiasters, and for other pur- 
poses,” passed July 4, 1836. 


OFFICS oF THE HoUsE or REPS. 


to say, | 


which requires “the. Secretary of the Senate and 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives, as soon 
as may be afte: the close of. each session of Con- 
gress, to publish astatement of all appropriations 
made during the session; and also a statement of 
the new cffices creaied, and the salaries of each; 
and also a statement of ‘the offices, the salaries of 
which are increased, and the amount of such in- 
crease,” the Clerk. ot the House of Repreventa- 
tives submilis the accompanying statements. 
H. A. GARLAND, 


Cierk House of Representatives. 
Sialement of appropriations madè during the 2d session 
of the 26th Congréss of the United States of Ameri- 
ca, specifying the amount and object of each. 
2p Sesston Q6tH CONGRESSe 
H. R. No. 525. For the support of the Government, 
in port, for the year 1841. © 
For pay and mileage of members of Congress and 
Delegates . ‘ . $250,000 00 
For pay of the officers and clerks of 
{ the Senate and House of Repre- 
snitatives P 7 : 25,000 00 
For stationery, fast, printime, and all 
other incidental and contingent ex- 
penses of the Senate 3 + 25,000 00 
For stationery, fuel, printing, and all 
ether incidental and contingent ex- 
penses of the House of Represen- 
talives : so% $ .  100;000 00 
For the payment of the sums duzi- 
by law to the several messen- od 
gers of the respective States; aso siio l tot 
compensation for conveying tothe 2 00 
seat of Government the vote of the” BS 
electors of the said Siates for. Pre- 
sident and Vice President of the 
United States ; > . 12,000 00 
H.R. 601, Fer the civil and diploma- ; 
tio capenses af the Government for 
the year 1641, 
For pay and oijleage of the members ` 
of Congress and delegates . 111,408 00 
For pay of the officers and clerks of ar 
the Senate and House of Repre- ; 
sentatives . ? 7 ‘ 19,900 00 
For stationery, fuel, pricting, and all ‘ 
other contingent 
35,000 00 
y, fuel 
contingent 
apres : 15,000 00 
ensation to the President 
and Vice President of: the United 
States, the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the Set 
60,000 00 


thirtysix |. . a x 1,500 09 
For clerks and messengers in the of 
fice of the Secretary of Siate 
For the contingent expenses of the 
| 
| 
| 


E 


20,300 00 


Depariment of Staie, including, 
podlisiing and distr buting the 


laws š ; 3 » 25,000 00 
For compil pricting, &c. the Bien- 
: 5 1,900 06 
at aad watchmen 
executive buig- 
1,500 00 
5 : 3,350.00 
i ion to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the Se- 
cretary of tbe Treasury 


oso 16480 00 
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For compensation to the clerks in said i ler : : i 2.000 00 | sary General of Subsistence 4,300 00 
office, :per-act of the twenty-third || For the office of the Seeund Comp- For contingent expenses of said office 3,200 00 
June, eighteen hundred and thirty- ii troller ; k : i 1,506 00 || For compensation of clerks and mes- 
six, entidled “An. act to regulate | For the office of the First Auditor 1,000 00 senger in the office of the Chief 
the deposites of the public mo- || Por the office of the Second Auditor 1,000 00 Engineer . . . . 5,650 00 
ney” Me et š r 3,600 00 || For the office of the Third Auditor 1,060 CO || For contingent expenses of said office 1,500 00 

For e6mipensation to the First Comp- il For the office of the Fourth Auditor 1,346 43 || For compensation to clerk and mes- i 
troller of the Treasury 3 3,500 00 || For the‘ office of the Fifth Auditor 1,086 00 senger in the office of Surgeon Ge- 

For compensation to the clerks and i For the office of the Treasurer of the neral : x y i 1,650 00 
messengers in the office of the First |, United States e : : 2,000 90 || For contingent expenses of said of- 

Comptroller ‘ 5 F 19,300 00 i For the office of the Register of the fice * z 5 $ 550 00 

For compensation {o the Second i Treasury . $ . P 3,000 00 || For compensation of a clerk, at one 
Comptroller : 3 . 13,000 00 |! For the office of the Solicitor of the thousand dollars, under the act of 

For compensation to the clerks and : i Treasrry . . 7 1,500 00 April twenty, eighteen hundred 
messenger in the office of the Se- || For eighty-three thousand pieces cf and eighteen, transferred from the 
cond Comptroller, including the | ment and printing, books, office of the Secretary of War to 
compensation of two clerks trans- i and stationery, advertising, and | the said office of Surgeon General . 1,000 60 
ferred from the office of the Fourth i} contingent expenses of the Gene- For compensation to clerks and mes- 

_ Auditor , i : Sra 12,250 60 | ral Land Office; and for books a senger in the Ordnance office 8,650 00 

For compensation to the First Audi- 7 blanks fer district land offices 24,670 00 || For contingent expenses of said of- 
tor of the Treasury , š 3,000 00 || For compensation of the superi fice Sas 5 š 1550 00 

For compensation to the clerks and I deat and watcha the sov Fer compensation to clerks and mes- 
messengers in the office of the First || _ cast executive buiid x 2,100 00 senger in the cfice of Topographi- 

Auditor. . . + 15,900 00 |) For contingent expenses of the build cal Bureau : . . 2,500 00 

For compensation to the Second Au- i Ing ceeupied by the “Sreasury, i For compensation of a clerk, at one’ 
ditor of the Treasury . : 3,059 60 |  elnding, fre! thousand four hendred dollars, 

For compensation to the clerks and | the departmer j transferred from the office of the 
messengers in the office of the Se- i ships? registers s s A 32.600 00 Secretary of Warto the Pension 
cond Auditor š a tS 17,900 00 | For compensation to the clerks t office, to be transferred from that 

For compensation to the Third Audi- | messengers in the cfe office on the first of March, eigh- 
tor . P 2 3,000 60 eretary of War, Indie teen hundred and forty-one ca 1,170 50 

For compensation to the clerks and : i sengrr in the be For contingent expenses of said office, 1,735 00 
messengers in the office of the | and the eleikshin For corapensation of the superintend- 
Third Anditor : + 29,650 00 | April twentieth, ent and watchmen of the north- 

For compensation to two clerks em- I| and eighteen, transferre west executive building . F 2,250 00 
ployed on claims, under the aet of i from Pension Office on For contingent expens of said 
the eigheenth January, eighteen | March, cighteen hun \| building, including rent of Bounty 

Eyer nema ius 2,409 00 |; 2 forty 13,186 10 | Land office, for labor, fuel, oil, and 

` ! e Fourth Ane |) For contin | repairs, and fi contings neies 
ditor .. k ba x 3,900 00 f cilice of the Se 3,080 00 | of the fire-engiacs ad ay 4,700 00 
For compensa‘ion to tbe clerks and | For hooks, maps, I Bor compensation nee 
messengers in the ofice of the War Department . . 1,000 60 | messengers jn the office of 
Fourth Auditor ‘ š F 16,950 00 For compensation of exira elorks | eretary of the Navy, afier < ` 

For compensation to the Fifth Au- when employe: in ss fies 3,600 00 ing one clerk transferred to the 
ditor - - % ¿ 3,000 G0 For compensation cf the Cora Pension office, per act cf March 

For compensation to the clerks and sioner of Indisu Affairs. . 3,000 00 four, eighteen hundred and forty, 
messengers in the office of the For compensation of the clerks and at sixteen hundred dollars ; 41,250 00 
Fifth Auditor . ote 9,800 00 messenger inthe office of the Cem- For contingent expenses of said office, 3,000 00 

For compensation to two clerks in H missioner of Indian Afairs 16,400 00i} For compensation of the Commis- 
the office of the Fifth Auditor, For contingent expenses of said sioners of the Navy Board - 10,500 00 
according to the act of the office P . k 2,000 00i} Fer compensation of the Secretary 
seventh July, eighteen hnndred For compensation of the Commis- of the Navy Board x A 2,000 00 
and thirty-eight è è 2,000 00 sioner of Pensions k e 2,500 00|! Fur compensation to the clerks and j 

For compensation of the Treasurer For compensation to clerks and mes- messenger of the Navy Board k 8,450 00 

of the Dnited States . r 3,000 00 sengers for the office of the Com- For contingent expenses of said of- 
: be office the by the act of ninth May, eighteen For salary of superintendent and 
Pcs aun ieded Socrates sok i 10,750 00 pone tadini = k 12,400 00|| watchmen of the executive build: 
£ » Regis pensation o sS frans- g a 
the Treasury 5 - 3,080 60 ferred fram tho office of the Share. For eon ttiiger saraa ae 
: 3,06 yr a ihe ce the See gent expenses of said build- 
For compensation to the clerks and tary of War to the office of the ing, including fuel, labor, oil, re- 
messengers in the office of the Re- Ne : Commissioner of Pensions x 2,793 40 pairs of building, engine, and im- 
gister of the Treasury . 24,200 00 For compeusation of one clerk trans- | provements of the grounds x 3,350 90 
For compensation of the Commis- ferred from the Navy Department | For com i a si f 
5 e hi epariment, or compensation to three Assistant 
sioner of the General Land OMe, i| per act March fourth, eighteen han- Postmasters General, per act July 
eae ae Jely, eighteen SA i 7 ired and jorty te ; 1,600 09 three, one thousand eight hundred 
l > a MPIY-SIX . 3,000 00 i| For contingent expenses of said effice 1,500 00; and. thirty-six i ¥ ` 7,500 60 
For compensation of the recorder | For compensation of clerk and mes- For compensati i : 
rco ler, | pm pense & and m ; pensation to clerks and mes- 
a aR and assist- office of ihe Com- g Sengers in the General Post Office 48,600 00 
aoe. aul pashan ia he menen g ral : inca 8 1,500 00|] For salaries of two watchmen . 600 00 
ge omma = ti oiee of or agent expenses of said office 300 00), For topographer and additional elerks 
Lend Office e General rane For cempensalion to cl 1 and mes- | in said office, per acts March three, 
For compensation Sigs Soi . -95,509 00 ii tke ofice of the Adja- ey | one thousand eight bundred and 
of the ‘Treasury ohieitor of ete oe € ma i : 7,856 001; thirty-nine, and May eight, one 
Bocuse En ; 3,500 6 i| For cont t nses of said office 1,600 00 thousand eight hundred and forty, 
mpensalion to. the clerks and |) For compensation of clerks and mes» || and a clerk to keep the appropria- 
nore a office of the Soli- f sen the office of the Quarter- tion aceount ‘ r 4 11,600 00 
en i e aT eo > 3,950 00 f masier General .. r s 7,300 00 For contingent expenses of said office, 
aa NT Te ie ee i For conting t expenses d office 1,000 00 including fuel for the Auditor’s of- 
EPRI Ghee ss an sea i For compensation to clerks and mes- fice, and four thousand doliars for 
a ne Dien > Seereia- i senger in the office of the Paymas- Tent of building occupied by the EF 
For stating and printing the public 000 H Pe oem sili es bi said fice gion an fe com penenies to the Auditor f pad 
accounts, including-a deficiency in i Fo big ite Paes, na i the Post Off e f De 
atma approgeielione yan Tanar or compensation of clerks and mes- x We : : 3,000 00 
eis ne de 806 09 4| > senger in the office of Commissary or compensation to clerks and mes- 
f G ¥, printing, and all other | General of Purchases R s 4,200 00 sengers in said office z 3 55,500 00 
contingent expenses of the Treasu- ||. For contingent expenses of said office. 860 00|; For eleven additional clerks in said 
ry Department, viz: k ofice, per aet of July seven, one 


< For the office of the First Comptrol- 


For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the Gommis+ 


thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
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eight 
For contingent expenses of wid ol- 
fice, including the expense of quar- 


terly books, stationery, printing, 
and pay of laborers . . 

For compensation of the Surveyor 
General, northwest of the Obio . 

For compensation to clerks in his cf- 
fice, per act of ninth of May, one 
thousand eight hundred thirty-six 

For compensation of the Surveyor 
General of IHinois and Missouri . 

For compensation to clerks in his of- 
fice, per act of ninth of May, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
six : 3 : : 

For compensation to the Surveyor 

. General of Arkansas ; r 

For compensation to his clerks, per 

act of ninth May, one thousand 
` eight hundred and thirty-six S 

For compensation ef the Şorveyor 
General of Louisiana." 

For compensation to his. derks, per 
act of ninth, May, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-six é 

For compensation to the Surveyor 
General of Mississippi : 

For compensation to his clerks, per 
actof ninth May, one thousand 


eight hundred and thirty six . 
For compensation to the Surveyor 
General of Alabama : 


For compensation to his clerks, per 
act ninth May, enue thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-six 

For compensation to the Barveyor 
General of Florida. 

For compensation to his clerk, per 


act ninth May, one thousand eight 


hundred and thirty-six à 

For compensation of the Surveyor 
General of Wiskonsan and Iowa, 
per act of June twelve, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty« 
eight ‘ 


For compensation to his clerks, per 


act June twelve, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-eight 5 

For extra clerks and craughtsmen 
in the offices of the Surveyors Ge- 
neral, in addition to the unexpend- 
ed balances of former appropria- 
tions, to be apportioned to them 
according to the exigencies of th 
public service A ‘ 

For extra clerks. inthe offices of the 
Surveyors General to transcribe 
field notes of survey, for ihe pur- 
pose of preserving themat theseat 
of Government, ih addition to. the 

e unexpended balances of. former 
appropriations, viz: 

Office of the Surveyor General north- 
west of thè Ghio . . 

Office of the Surveyor General of i- 
linois and Missouri 


Office of the Surveyor General of ar 5 


Kansas. 
Office of the Surveyor General of 
Louisiana’ . . ; 


For compensation to the Commission » 
er of Public Buildings in Wash- 
ington, per act of. the twenty-first 
of July, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty. ‘ 

For compensation to Commissioner, 
from ihe twenty-first July to the 
thirty-first December, one thousand 

: eight hundred and forty . s 
< For compensation to two assistants 
=. tothe .Com missioner, as. superin- 
tendent of the Potomac bridge, at 
one dollar and: fifty cents: per day, 
including oil for lamps, fuel, and 
repairs... ‘ 

For compensation to the officers and 
clerks of the Mint ©. 

For pay of laborers in the yarious 


13,200 00 


4,700 00 


2,000 00 


6,300 00 
2,000 60 


2,800 00 
2,000 00 


2,500 00 
2,000 00 


1,000 00 
2,000 00 


2,200 00 
2,000 00 


500 00 


1,500 00 


1,600 00 


7,200 60 


4,500 00 


1,500 00 
1,000 00 


3,000 00 


312 00 


31,369 60 
18,900 60 


depariments o! the Mint . ` 

For incidental and contingent ex- 
penses, including the wastage of 

goldsend silver, fuel, materials, 

stationery, water tent, and taxes, 
in addition to the une ‘xpended ba- 
lance of the appropriation of eigh- 
teen hundred and forty . 

For specimens of ores and coins to 
be reserved atthe Mint . . 

For compensation to the officers and 
cierk of the branch Mint at Char- 
lotte, North Carolina p 

For pay cf laborers in the varivus 
departments of the same . 

For wastage of gold, and. for éontin. 
gent expenses “of the same 

For compensation to the cfficers and 
clerk of the branch Mint at Dah- 
lonega, Georgia 

Forpayment of Jaborers in the va- 
rious departments of the same ^ 

For wastage of gold, and for contin- 
gent expenses of the same $ 

Kor compensation to the officers | gad 

lerks of the branch Mint at Ne 

Orleans . : 

For pay of laborer. sin the various 
depariments of thesame . z 

For wastage of gold and siiver, and 
for contingent expenses of the 
same $ 

For compensaiion of the Gover nor, 
Judges, and Secretary, of, Wis- 
kensan Territory . i 

For contingent expenses of the said 
Territory G 

For pay and mileage of the members 
of the Legislative Assembly, pay 
of officers, printing, furniture, sta- 
tionery, fuel, end all incidental 
expenses . : 

For compensation to the Governor, 
Judges, and Secretary of the Fer- 
ritory of lowa . f 

For contingent expenses of said Ter 
ritory ` : 7 

For pay and milcage to the Legisla- 


tive Assembly, pay of officers, 
printing, stationery, fuel, and all 
other incidents] EXPENSES . 5 


For compensation of the Governor, 
Judges, and retary of the Ter- 
ritory of Florida . ; 

For contingent expense of said Ter- 
ritery . š 7 

For pay and mileage of the members 
of the Legi neil of 
Territory, p 

` Council, pri 
stationery, 11 
dental exp 

For compensation of the chi hief jos- 
tice, the associate judges, and dis- 
trict judges of the Un d States . 

For compensaticn of the chief justice 
and associate judges of the District 
of Columbia, and of the judges of 
the criminal and orphans’ courts of 
said District . ‘ . 

Fer carrying into effeei the provi- 
sions of the act, approved on the 
second of February y instant, “Mak- 
ing temporary. provision for lana- 
ties in the District of Columbia” . 

For cum pensation of the Attorney 
General of the United States : 

For compensation of clerk and mes- 
senger in the office of the Attorney 
General. 

For contingent expenses Pat said of- 
fice is 

For compensation to the” reporter of 
decisions of the Supreme Sout. 

For compens:tion te the disiriei at- 
torneys aud marshals, incleding 
those in the several Perris Ores 

For defraying the expenses cf the 
Supreme, Cirenit, and District 


24,000 00 


800 00 
1,000 00 


6,000 60 
3,500 00 
2,500 00 


6,000 00 
2,880 00 
1,000 00 


12,900 00 
22,000 00 


17,109 00 


9,160 00 
350 00 


20,000 00 
9,100 06 

350 00 
20,175 00 


13,500 00 
350 00 


27,125 00 


93,900 00 


12,700 00 


3,000 00 
4,000 00 


1,500 00 
500 60 
1,800 00 


14,450 00 


rams 


Courtsof the United States Sean 


ing the District of Columbia; also. ss 


for jurors and ‘witnesses, in aid of 
ihe funds arising from fines, pe- 
nalties, and forfeitures, incurred in 
the year eighteen hundred and fot- 
ty-one, and preceding years; and 


likewise for defraying the èx- — 


penses of suits in which the United 
. States are concerned, and of prose- 
cutions for offences committed 
against the United States, and for 
the safe-keeping of prisoners 
For tho payment of annuities and 
grants by special acts of Congress 
For survey cf the coast of the United 
States, inclading the compensation 
of the superintendent. and assist- 
ants ; i 
For compensation of the two keepers 
of the public archives in Florida . 
For salaries of registers and receiv- 
ers of land offices where there are 
no sales : 


For expenses in relation to the relief. 


of certain insolvent debtors of the 
United States i 7 
For allowance to the law agent, as- 
sistant counsel, and district attor- 
ney, under the acts providing for 
the settlement of private land 
claims in Fiorida . f E 
For the support and maintenance of 
lighthouses, ‘floating-lights, bea- 
cons, buoys, and stakeages, includ- 
ing the purchase of lamps, oil, 
wicks, buffskins, whiting, and cot- 
ton cloth, transporting oil, .&c. 
keepers’ salaries, repairs, improve- 


ments, and contingent expenses .- 


For the payment of Lugi Persico and 
Horatie Greenough, for statues to 
adorn the two blockings, east frout 
of the Capitol : À 

For payments to the artists engaged 
in executing four historical paint- 
ings for the vacant panels of the 
rotunda of the capitol í r 

For the support and maintenance of 
the penitentiary of the District of 
Columbia : 

To make good a deficiency in’ the 
years eighteen hundred and thirty- 
nine and eighteen hundred and 
forty, in the fund for the relief of 
sick and disabled seamen, as esta- 
blished by the act of third May, 
for ascertaining and marking the 
southern boundary of Iowa Terri- 
iory, under the act of eighteenth 
Jun e eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight 7 ‘ ; . 

For carrying on the work of the new 
custom-house building at Boston =. 

For detraying the cost of extra, work 
on the public warchouse at Balti- 
more : 5 

For payment of atrearages for com- 
pleting the ¢ustom-house, New 
York . . . . 

For the payment of expenses incur- 
red by the collector of New York, 
under the act of seventh of July, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 
to remit the duties upon certain 
goods des troyed by fire at the late 
confiagrati tion in the city of New 


York < ‘ . Pa as 


For ihe payment of certain certifi- 
cates, being the balance of a for- 
mer Rasta earried to the 


surplus fand on the thirty-first 
December, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-eight : 


For furnimre for the Presidents 
House, of American manufacture, 
so far as may be practicable ‘and 


expédient, to be expendéd under” 


the direction of the President, in 


325,000 00 
900 00 


100,000 00 
1,000. 00 


~ 3,500 00 


3,000. 00 


5,000 00 


484,072 00 
8,000 00 


8,000 GO 


8,381 00 


414 86 


100,008 60 
3,000 00 


34,321 21 


700 00 


500 00 


260 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


addition to the avails of the sales 
of decayed furniture, the sum of . 6,000 00 
For annual repairs of the Capitol, 
attending furnaces, water closets, 
lamp-lghting, oil, laborers on Ca- 
pito] grounds, tools, keeping iron 
pipes and wooden fences in order, 
alleuiding at gates, gardener’s sala- 
ry, and for top-dressing delicate 
and valuable plants : - ` 7,582 50 
For annual repairs of the President's 
house, gardener’s Salary, horse and 
cart, laborers and tools, and for 
amount due F; Masi and Compa- ; 
ny for repairs on furniture . 2,628 00 
For completing back buildings, grad- 
` ing grounds, and cutting balance of 
stone for west portico of the new 
‘Treasury building, and paying for 
materials delivered 3 * 11,188 44 
For fluting columns of portico of 
new Patent Office, finishing roof, 
and the cut stone work of said 
building, and paying for materials 


delivered . š . ` 7,550 00 
For enclosing new jail yard, in the 
city of Washington s 5,600 60 


For new General Post Office building 100,000 00 
For completing courthouse, ia the 

city of Alexandria s ; 3,000 00 
For payment to the stone-cutters, and 

the other workmen on the 'Treasu- 

ry building and the new Patent 

Office building, of the sums allow- 

ed them by the Commissioners ape 

pointed by the President of the 

United States, to superintend the 

prosecution of the work in the 

construction of said buildings, in 

fulfilment of a resolution of Con. 

gress of the twentieth of July, 

eighteen hundred and forty 3 12,923 31 
For surveying the publie lands, in i 

addition to the unexpended ba- 

lances of former appropriations, 

to be apportioned to the several 

surveying districts according to the 

exigencies of the public service, 

inclading office-rent and fuel, for 

the year eighteen hundred and for- 

ty-one š ‘ ‘ i 55,000 00 
For retracing certain old surveys in 

the State of Alabama, at a rate 


not exceeding four dollars a mile . 15,000 00 
For surveys in Missouri, in the towns \ 

named in the act of twenty-sixth 

May, eighteen hundred and iwenty~ 

four, in addition to the sum of six 

thousand dollars appropriated for 

the same object by the act of eighth 

April, eighteen hundred and thirty- 

eight 7 r : z 2,000 00 
For surveying five hundred miles of 

detached and unfinished lines in 

Dlirois and Missouri, principally 

in the military distriet, Hinois, az 

a raie not exceeding six dollars a 

mile í ; f - 3,000 00 | 
For salaries of ministers of the United 

States to Great Britain, France, 

Russia, Prossia, Austria and 


Mexico . A p «54,000 06 
For salaries of the secretaries of le- 

gation tothe same places . : 12,000 00 f 
For salary of the minister resident of | 

the United States to Yorkey x 6,000 00 


For salaries of the charges des af- 
faires: to” Portugal, Spzin, Den. 
mark, Sweden, Holland, Belgium, 
Brazil, Chili, Peru, New Grenada, 
Venezuela, Texas, Naples, and : 
Sardinia . $ 7 n 63,060 99 

For salary of a drogoman to the legas 
tion to Turkey 


> -2,500 90 
For contingent expenses of all the 


| 


missions abroad . ; - 80,080 00 
For outfits of ministers to Austria 

and Great Britain, and of charges : i 

des affairs to Venezuela . - 22,500 90 i 


of the Northeastern boundary line 
For zalarics of the consuls of the 

Usited States at London and Pa- 

ris i s . : 4,000 00 
For the relief and protection of Amc- 

rican seamen in foreign countries . 50,000 00 
Fer cierk hire, office rent, stationery, 

and other expenses in the office of 

the American consul at London, 

per act of January. nineteenth, 


eighteen hundred and thirty-six . 2,800 00 
Fer expenses of intercourse with the 

Barbary Powers . ~*~. 7 17,400 00 
For the contingent expenses of ioe 

reign intercourse . . . 30,000 00 
For salary of the principal and two i 


assistant librarians, pay of the mes- 

senger, and for contingent expenses 

of the library 7 5 ‘ 
For the purchase of books for the 

library ia Congress 5 . 5,000 00 
Fer the payment of arrearages incur- 

red in enforcing the neutrality 

laws on ihe northern and north: ; 

western frontier . : . 5,000 60 
And for the continuance of the sur 

vey of the coast of the Guilt of 

Mexiea . : . - 20,000 00 
For the balance, certified as due to 

the agent and commissioners at 

Havana, to procure the archieves 

of Florida, and transmit them to 

this country, and in full 

of the laws upon this sn 
For compens: 

Ch Jute acting Chareé WAL 

faires at Russia, from ihe twenty- 

third of July, eighteer hundred and 

thirty-nine, tithe twenty-first of 

September, cighteean hundred and 
g ence between his 
Searetary of Legation 
e poy ofa Chargë dA faires 

daring that period : . 2,960 00 
For the pay and mileage of the mes: 

bers Gf tae Seuate for the extra 

ession of that body, to be conven- 
edin its Executive capacity on 
the fourth day of March of the 


3,950 00 


6,043 10 


present pear : 13,424 00 | 


for the ingent expenses of the 
Senate for the extra session, inclad- 
ing the pay of messengers, service 
of horses, fuel, stationary, aad all 
other cuntiugent items of the extra 
session ` . . . 3,000 00 
For a hydrographic survey of the 
coasis of the Northeyn and North- 
western lakes of ihe United States, 
to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the President a ‘ 
The Librarian of Congress is autho- 
nzed to employ an additional as- 
sistant, who shall receive a yearly 
compensation of eleven hundred 
ans: filiy dollars , è 1,150 00 
$3,630,459 35 
e of the General Post 
ior the sear eighteen hun- 
d forty-one, in conferaniy 
iet of second Jaly, eighteen 


15,000 00 


mail 


For com 


For ship, 


ters ; . -40,000 00 | 


For wrappisg-pa > ~ + 25,000 09 


For o furnita i s 5,600 00 
X 3 ‘ 36,006 GQ 
se aa - 35.060 00 


i anes - 33,000 00 
` ts, keys and siamps 15,000 00 
For mail depredations and. special 


agentis 0 n ; : - . 22,000 00 
-For clerks for offices 5 - 210,000 00 
For miscetlanesus - - 60,620 00 


H R. 637. For the expenses of an 
exploration and survey of that part 


of tke United States, which sepa- 
rates the Siates of Maine and New 
Hampshire from the British Pro- 


vinces 3 s A í 75,000 00 
= $8 517,079 35 


H. R, 580. For the support of the 


year 1841. 


For the pay of the army . x 
For subsistence of officers. e 
For forage of officers’ horses 7 


For payments in lieu of clothing not 


drawn in kind x x 


For subsistence, exclusive of that of 


officers. x è 


For clothing of the army, camp and 


garrison equipage, cooking uten- 
sils, and hospital furniture E 


For the medical and hospital depart- 


ment Š š 


For the regular supplies furnished by 


the Quartermaster’s Department, 
consisting of fuel, forage, straw, 
stationery, and printing 


For barracks, quarters, and store- 


houses, embracing the repairs and 
enlargement of barracks, quarters, 
store houses and hospitals; the 
erection of temporary canton- 
menis, and of gun-houses for the 
protection of cannon; the purchase 
of tools and materials, and of fur- 
niture for the barrack-rooms; rent 
of quarters for officers, of barracks 
for troops where there are no pub- 
he baildings for their accommoda- 
on, of stere-houses for the safe- 
keeping of subsistence, clothing 
and otner military supplies, and of 
grounds for summer cantonmenis, 
and Gnueampinenis for military 
raciive . à S . 
uspoitation of officers’ bag- 
gage, when travelling on duty 
without troops . . : 


For transportation of troops and snp- 


plics, viz: transportation of the ar- 
my and baggage; freight and ferri- 
ages; purchase or hire of horses, 
mules, oxen, carts, wagons, and 
boais, for purposes of transporta- 
tion; oY garrison use; drayage and 
cartage; hire of teamsters; trans- 
portation of funds for the pay de- 
narimenl; expense of transport ves- 
sels, and of procuring water at such, 
posts as from their situation require 
it; transportation of clothing trom 
the depot at Philadelphia to the sta- 
tions of the troops; of subsistence 
from the places of purchase and 
deiivery under contracts to such 
points as the circumstances of the 
Service may require; of ordnance, 
ordnance stores, and arms from the 
foundries and arsenals to the forti- 
fications snd frontier posts, and of 
lead fiom the mines to the several 
arsenals. 


For the incidental expenses of the 


Quartermasters Department; con- 
sisting of postage on public letters 
and packeis; expenses of ‘courts 
martial and courts ef inguiry,-in- 
cludiag compensation to judge ad- 
vocates, menibers and witnesses; 
extra pay to soldiers under the get 
of March second, eighteen hundred 
and nineicen; expenses of ex press- 
es, snd of the interment of nons 
commissioned oificers nod soldiers; 
hire of laborers; compensation of 


‘clerks in the offices of, the 


quartermasters and assistant quar~ 
termasters, at posts where their 
duties cannot be performed without 
such aid, and of temporary agents 
in charge of dismantied works and 


Army for the 


1,172,028 00 
514,489 00 
114,571 00 


80,030 00 
648,899 00 


505,737 00 
28,000 00 


261,000 00 


160,000 00 


65,000 00 


242,000 00 


in the performance of other duties; 
expenditures necessary to keep the 
two regiments of dragoons com- 
plete, including the purchase of 
= horses to supply the place of those 
which may be lost and become un- 
fit for the service, and the erection 
‘of stables . see cut 
‘For the contingencies of the army 
For extra pay io re-enlisted soldiers, 
“and for the contingent expenses of 
© the recruiting service f $ 
For the current expenses of the ord- 
“wi nance service : i x 
For the armament of fortifications . 
For ordnance, ordnance stores, and 


° 


supplies . ; . : 
‘For the national armories . ; 
For arsenals ‘ 


‘For the purchase of a site and re- 
building the arsenal at Charleston, 
», South Carolina . k . 
For repairs: and improvements and 

new machinery at the Springfield 
armory. : ait z 
For repairs and improvements and 


ry armory : 3 7 
For the expense of preparing draw- 
` ihis of a uniform system of artil- 

lery . : X : 
For the purchase of saltpetre and 

brimstone e è . 
For continuing the barracks, quar- 

ters, &c. at Fort Smith . $ 
For barracks, quarters, &c. at Tur- 

key river . $ ‘ $ 
For continuing the military road on 

the western frontier > i 
For continuing the barracks, quar- 

ters, &c. at Sackett’s Harbor . 
For preventing and suppressing hosti- 
lities in Florida, to be expended 
<> under the direction of the Secre- 

“tary of War, conformably to the 
acts of Congress of the nineteenth 
‘of, March and the second of July 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, 
and the acts therein referred to, viz: 
For forage; for freight or trans- 
portation of military supplies of 
„` every description from the piace of 
+ parchase to Florida; for the pur- 
«chase of wagons and harness, of 
` boats and lighters, and. other ves- 
“sels, of horses, mules, and oxen to 
keep up the trains, of tools, leather, 
and other materials for repairs; 
for transportation within Florida, 
including the hire of steamboats 
and otber vessels for service in the 
rivers, and:on the coasts; and the 
expenses of. maintaining the seve- 
aural: -steamboats and < transport 
schooners, connected with the ope- 
rations of the. army;:. for. hire of 
mechanics; laborers, mule- drivers, 
teamsters and other assistants, in- 
cluding their subsistence; for mis- 
- eellaneeus and contingent charges, 
> and for arrearages in eighteen 
< hundred and forty ‘ 
Fot removing tke raft of Red river 
“Under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of War -` . 

‘thë designating and marking the 
“-botindary line between the State 
“of Michigan and Territory of 
Wiskonsan ; A : . 


new machinery at the Harper’s Fer- > 


ol 


127,000 00 
9,000 00 
48,749 00 


85,000 00 
100,000 00 


80,000 00 


360,000 00 
120,000 00 


25,000 00 
20,000 00 
38,000 00 


3,600 00 
20,000 00 
50,000 00 
15,000 00 
5,000 00 


1,000 00.. 


061,816 00 


75,000 00 


6,000 30 


$6,041,919 00 


and seamen ; $ 
For pay of superientendents, naval 
eonsiructors, and all the civil esta- 
_ blishments at the several yards 
2 Bor provisions . . . 


H: R. 544. For the naval service for the year 1841. 
For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers 
. $2,335,000 00 


40,000 00 
500,000 00 


For inerease, repair, armament, and 
equipment of the navy, and ‘wear 
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and tear of vessels in commission 2,000,000 00 


four hundred thousand dollars of 
which sum shall be expended in 
building and equipping war stea- 
mers of medium size. 


For medicines and surgical instru- 


meats, hospital stores; ‘and other 
- expenses on account of the sick” . 
For improvement and necessary. re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire x 
For improvement and necessary re- 
paiis of the navy yard. at Charles- 
town, Massachusetts A š 
For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Brook- 
lyn, New York . A > 
For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania . i 
For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia 
For improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy yard at Gosport, 
Virginia . a š $ 
For improvement and necessary re- 


pairs of the navy yard near Pen- - 


sacola, Florida .- . r 
-For defraying the expensess that 
may accrue for the following pur- 
poses, viz: For the freight and 
transportation of materials and 
stores of every description; for 
wharfage and dockage, storge and 
rent; travelling expenses of offi- 
cers, and transportation of seamen; 
house rent to pursers, when duly 
authorized; for funeral expenses; 
for commissions, clerk hire, office 
rent, stationery, and fuel to navy 
agents; for premiums and inciden- 
tal expenses of recruiting; for ap- 
apprehending deserters; for com- 
pensation to judges advocate; for 
per diem allowance to persons 
attending courts-martial and courts 
of inquiry; or other services au- 
thorized by law; for printing and 
Stationery of every description, 
and for working the lithographie 
press; for books, maps, charts, 
mathematical and nautical instru- 
ments, chronometers, models, and 
drawings; for the purchase and 
repair of fire engines and machi- 
nery;for the repair of steam-en- 


gines in navy yards; for the pur- 


chase and maintenance of oxen 
and horses, and for carts, timber 
wheels, and workmen’s tools of 
every description; for postage of 
letters on public service; for pilot- 
age and towing ships of war; for 
taxes and assessments on public 
property; for assistance rendered to 
vessels in. distress; for incidental 
labor at navy yards; not applicable 
to any other appropriation; for 
coal.and other fuel, and for candies 
and -oil, for the use of the navy 
yards and shore stalions, and for 
no other objector purpose what- 
ever x : . 
For contingent expenses for objects 
not hereinbefore enumerated 3 
For necessary repairs of the hospital 
building at Charlestown, Massa- 
chuset's x € . 
For necessary repairs of the hospital 
building at Brooklyn; -New York, 
For necessary repairs of the hospital 
building at Norfolk, Virginia 
For necessary repairs of the hospital 
building at Pensacola, Florida. 
For pay of officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, privates, 
and servants serving on shore, 


. 


30,000 00 
25,000 00 
42,000 00 
78,000 00 
9,000 00 
11,000 00 
49,000 00 


20,000 00 


450,000. 00 
3,000 00 


1,500 00 
3,000 00 
2,000 00 
1,500 00 


and ‘subsistence of 
marine corps. ‘ 
For provisions for the non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, privates, 
and servants and washerwomen 
serving on shore . 7 p 
For clothing $ . = 


‘For fuel 


For keeping barracks in repair, and 
for rent of ‘temporary barracks at 
New York TR " 

For transportation of officers, non: 
commissioned officers, . musicians, 
and privates, and expenses of re- 
cruiting 3 ee 

For medicines, hospital supplies, sur- 
gical instruments, pay of matron. 
and hospital stewards... . : 

For military stores, pay of armorers, _ 
keeping arms in repair, accoutre- 
ments, ordnance stores, flags, 
drums, fifes, and. other instru- 
ments . D Er 

For contingent expeùsesofsaid corps, 
viz: for freight, ferriage, toll,wharf-. 
age, and cartage; for per diem al- 
lowance for attending courts-mar- 
lial and courts of inquiry, compen- 
sation to judges-advocate, house 
rent where there are no public 
quarters assigned, per diem allow- 
ance to enlisted men on constant 
labor, expenses of burying deceas- 
ed marines, printing, stationery, 
forage, postage on public letters, 
expenses in pursuit of deserters, 
candles and oil, straw, barrack- 
furniture, bed-sacks, spades, axes, 


shovels, picks, carpenter’s tools, | 
and for keeping a horse for the | 


messenger . . l 
For the purpose of making a satisfac- | 
tory experiment of Lieutenant 
Hunter’s invention to propel. war 
steamers by horizontal wheels that 
will be safe from the balls of an 

enemy . i 
For defraying the expense of trans- 
porting to the city of Washington 
and arranging and preserving the 
collections made by the exploring 
expedition : . . 


officers of the 7 
; 176,927 00 


aeneae 


R61. 


45,034 60 
43,662 00 


16,274 00 


6,000 00 © 


8,000 00 


4,140 00 


4,300 00 


17,980. 00 


1,000. 00 


5,000 00 


$5,926,337 00 
H. R. 612. For certain fortifications of the United 


States for the year 1841. 
For repairs of Fort Independence 
and sea-wall of Castle Island 
For Fort Warren . . . 
For Fort. Adams , : 
For fortifications at New London 
harbor . . . a 
For Fort Schuyler f: i 
For permanent wharves: for Fort 
Columbus, Castle Williams, and. 
South battery, Governor's island, 
For repairs of. sea-wall of Castle 
Williams, ‘and other parts of Go- 
vernor’s island. . x 3 
For repairs of_Forġ Gibson, New 
. York harbor : A š 
For repairs of Fort, Washington 
For Fort Monrce z 
For Fort Calhoun . 
For repairsof Fort Macon . 


For the preservation cf the site of | 


Fort Macon, North Carolina ‘ 
For Fort Sumier . a x 
For repairs of Castle Pinckney . 
For Fert Palaski . z . 
For Sort Pickens . . o A 
Fort Fori Barancas . : ; 
. For Fort Livingston ` i 


For repairs of Fort Mifflin. 2. 
For contingencies of fortifications . 
For incidental expenses attending re- 
pairs of fortifications > : 
For repairs of seawall on Deer. 
Island, Boston harbor $ , 


35,000.00 
45,000 00 
35,000 00 


15,000. 00 
30,000 00 
10,000 00 


10,000 00 


5,000, 00 
15,000 00 
35,000 -00 
10,000 00. 


10,000 00 
1,500 090 


» 
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For repairs of seawall € on Rainsford 


islaad, Boston harbor : 1,000 00 
For continuing sea-wall at St. Au- | 
gustine . Š 15,000 00 | 
For the preservation of the site of 
Fort Johnson 16,600 60 
$485,500 00 


H. R. 676. For the support of the Military Academy 
for the year 1841. 
For pay of officers, cadets, and musi- 


cians K 60,524 00 
For the subsistence of officers and cà- 

dets 40,077 00 | 
For forage of offices’ horses 5,184 00 
For clothing of officers’ servants 420 00 
For defraying the expenses of the 

Board of Visiters at West Point . 2,060 00 
For fuel, forage, siationery, printing, 

transportation, and postage 12,581 45 
For repairs, improvements, and ex- 

penses of buildings, grounds, roads, 

wharves, boats, and fences 7,757 50 
For pay of adjutanv’s and disbursing 

officer's clerks . 950 00 
For increase and expenses of the li- 

brary 1,000 00 
For progress with binding books in- 

jured at the fire in February, eigh- 

teen hundred and thirty-eight, and 

imported stitched . 7 300 00 
For miscellaneous items, and inci- 

dental expenses P 726 25 
For the department of engineering ; 300 00 
For the department of philosophy 887 33 
For the department of chemistry 525 00 
For the department of drawing 275 00 
Fer the department of mathematics 75 00 
For the department of artillery 310 00 
For completing the reconstruction of 

the buildings for the library, engi- 

neer, chemical, and philosophical 

departments, commenced under 

the act of July seven, eighteen 

hundred and thirty-eight. 7,581 37 


For military and geographical sut- 
veys west of the Mississippi river 
To pay a balance certified by the To- 
pographical Burean to be due to 
Lyon and Howard as the balance 
upon a contract for building two 
steam dredging machines upon 
Lake Michigan. 3 à 4,369 D 


20,000 00 


H. R. 529. For the paymentof the 
Revolutionary and oher Pen- 
sioners of the United States, for 
the year 1841 ; . $314,008 N0 

For payment of invalid pensions 107,000 00 

For pensions to widows and orphans 
under the aet of the foarth of Ju- 
ly, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-six 

For five years’ pensions to ‘widows 
under the act of the seventh of 
July one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-eight 

For hallpay pensions, 
through the offices of the Second 
and Third Auditors 

For arrearages, payable through the 


448, 241 í 


165,314 00 


5,000 00 


Second Auditors office 608 00 | 
For arrearages, payable through the | 
Third Auditor’s office : * 4,000 00 | 


End of the Coneressronat. Grose, for the 2d session of the 26th Congress. 


to it will 


} 
‘payable | 
ł 
H 
| 


H. R. 543 For the current and FETTI expenses 
of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling trea- 
iy stipulationswith the various Jadian tribes for the 
year 1841, viz: 


For the pay ef the Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs at St. Lovis, and 
the several Indian agenis, as pro- 
vided by the acts of June thirtieth, 
eighteen huodred and thirty-four, 
and of March third, eighteen hun- 


dred and thirty-seven - 16,560 00 
For the pay of sub-agents authorized 
by the act of June thirtieth, eigh- 
teen handred and. thirty four 13,000 00 
For the pay of interpreters, as au- 
thorized by the same act . F 11,300 00 
For the purchase of provisions for 
Indians, at the distribution of an- 
nuities while on visits of business a4 
with the superintendents and 
agents, and when assembled on 
public business 11,800 00 
For the necessary buildings required 
at the several agencies, and tepals 
thereof. è è 2,000 00 
For postages, renis, stationery, fael | 
for offices, and other contingencies 
of the Indian Department, and for 
transportation and Peete ex- 
penses 36,500 00 
For the salary of one clerk, in the 
ey of the Superintendent of In- 
ian Affairs south of the Missouri 
fiver E 7 1,000 00 
For carrying into effect the stipula- 
tions of certain Indian treaties, and 
the laws connected therewith, viz: 
Bor the Christian Indians 400 00 
For the pine of the Mississippi 35,000 00 
Sor the Ch hip pewas of Saganaw 5,800 00 
| For the Chippewas, Menomonees, 
Winnebagees, and New York In- 
ians . 7 . 1,500 00 
For the Öhippewas;Ollawas; and Pote - 
tawatomies A . a 34,290 00 
For the Checliaws . B 49,950 00 
For the Creeks ‘ > 63,940 00 
For the Chickasaws . 6,000 00 
For the Cherokees * 7,640 06 
For the Delawares 2 10.344 00 
For the Florida Indians 9.610 00 
For the Lowas 7875 00 
For the Kickapoos 5,500 00 
For the Kaskaskias and Peorias 3,000 00 
For the Kanzas à 6,040 00 
For the Miamies y » 52,878 00 
For the Eel Rivers 7 . 1,100 09 
For the Menomonees x 31,830 00 
For the Omahas 1,440 00 
For the Ottowas and Chippew as §2,365 60 
for the Ottees and Missonrias č 640 00 
For the Osages 34.406 00 
For the Ottowas 4,300 00 
For the Pottawatomies : 20,200 GG 
For the Pottawaiomies of Huron 400 00 


For the Potlawatomies of the Prairie 
For the Poitawatowmies of the Wabash 
For ihe Potiawaiomies of Indiana 

For the | 
For the Pa 


For the Qua 


16,000 0 
20,000 


For the Six Nations 4 500 08 
four the Senecas of 5 0v0 0G 
For the Sioux of the 46,516 00 
or the Yancten and i 1,340 00 


For the Sacs and Foxes of the Mis- 


manun 


souri 

For the Sacs and Foxes of the Missis- 
sippi . : a 

For tue Shawnees a 

For the Senecas and Shawnees 

For the Senecas 

For the Wyandots 

For the Weas : ; 

For the Wyandots, Munsees, and 
Delawares 3 ‘ 

For the Winnebagoes : 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, 
That the following sums of money 
be appropriated for the purpose 
of extinguishing the Indian title, 
namely: 

To defray the expenses of holding 
a treaty with the Wyandot Indians, 
in the Staie of Ohio 

To defray the expenses of holding 
treaties with the indian tribes, “for 
the extinguishment of their titles 
to their lands within the limits of 
the State of Michigan 

To defray the expenses of holding a 
treaty with the Sac and Fox, Win- 
nebago and Sioux tribes of Indians, 
for their tide to their land in the 
Territory of lowa 4 

For the expenses of making the treaty 
of twenty-eighth November, eigh- 
deen hundred and forty, with the 
Miamies, and of obtaining their 
assent io the amendments of the 
Senate by its resolution of the 
twenty-fifth February, ie ada 
hundred and forty-one . 

H. R. 684. For defraying the ex- 
pense of a delegation of the Se- 
minole Indians west of the Mis- 
sissippi, and other agents engaged 
man attempt to effect a pacificas 
tion with the hostile portion of that 
tribe in Florida . . 

H. R. 685. For the temporary sup- 
port of certain destitute Kickapoo 
Indians. : 

H. R. 529. For the removal, sub- 
sistence, and benefit of such of the 
Seminole Indian chiefs and wat- 
riors as may surrender for emigra- 
tion : . ° f 


7,870 00 


48,540 00 
7,180 00 
2,060 00 
2.860: 00 
6.940 00 
3,000 00 


1,000 00 
92,860 00 


3,000 00 


5,000 00 


5,000 00 


5,000 C0 


15,000 00 


22,000 00 


100,000 00 


$ 000,968 00 


PRIVATE, 

. 18. Avery, Saltmarsh, and Co. $9,779 00 
30. Joab Sesiy . 20 00 
, 62. Q: M. Keller and H. Stone 227 50 

. 192. Lt Joha E. Bispham . 

RECAPITULATION, 
Civil and diplomatic list ” $8 517,079 35 
Army . 6,041,919 06 
Navy . - 5,926,337 00 
Fortificaiions 485, 500 00 


Military Academy . 

Revolutionary and other pensioners, 
isdian Department, treaties, &c. 
Private > ] : 


165,842 90 

1,044,155 00 

- 1,000,968 b0 

10,055 66 

$23,191,856 91 

Nots.—No new offices created or salaries in- 
creased. 
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Message of the President. 


MES3AGE OF THE PRESIDENT. 


“The following message from the President of the 
` United States was received by Mr. Yan Buren, his 
Private Secretary: 
Feliow-citizens of the Senate 

and House of Representatives : 

Our devout gratitude is due to the Supreme Be- 
| {ng for having graciously continued to our beloved 
: country, through the vicissitudes of another year, 
the iuvaluable blessings of health, plenty, and 
< peace. Seldom has this favored land been soge- 
< perally exempted from the ravages of disease, or 
the labor of the husbandman more amply reward- 
ed; and never before have our relations with other 
countries been placed on a more favorable basis 
than that which they so happily occupy at this criti- 
eal conjuncture in the affairs of the world. A ri- 
< gid and persevering abstinence from all interfer- 
“ence withthe domestic and political relations of 
other’ States, alike due to the genius and distinc- 
tive character of our Government and to the prin- 
< giples by which it is directed; a faithful observance, 
“inthe management of oar foreign relations, of the 
Practice of speaking plainly, dealing justly, and 
requiring truth and justice in return, as the best 
conservatives of the peace of nations; a strict im- 
partiality in our manifestations of friendship, in 
- the commercial privileges we concede, and those 
We tequire from others: these, accompanied by a 
disposition.as prompt to maintain, in every emer- 

cy, our owa rights,as we rea from principle 

érse to the invasion of those uf others, have given 
to our cowntry an} Government a standing ‘in 
ihe great family of nations, of which we have just 
„gause to'be proud, and the advantages of which 
dre experienced by our citizens throughout every 
“portion of the earth tə which their enterprising 
-and adventurous spirit may carry them. Few, if 
auy,remain insensible to the value of our friend- 
- ship, Or ignorant of the terms on which it can be 


Ered. é 

““Meeries of questions of long standing, diffinult 
it their adjustment, and important in their conse- 
quences, in which ths rights of our citizens and 
the honor of the country were deeply involved, 
have, in the course of a few years, (the most of 
daring the succesful administration of my 
ediate predecessor,) been brought to a satis- 
y Coaclusion; and the most important of those 
jing are, Lam happy to believe, in a fair 
f being speedily and satisfactorily ad- 


With all: the. powers of the world our relations 
those of honorable peace. Since your adjourn- 

ment, nothing serious has occurred to interrupt 

or threaten this desirable harmony. If clouds have 
~dowered above the other bemisphere, they have not 

st their portentous shadows upon our happy 
shores. Bound by. no entangling alliances, yet 
‘inked by g common nature’ and interest withthe 
other nations of mankind, our aspirations are for 
op @-preseryation of peace, in whose solid and civil- 


izing triumphs all may participate with a generous 
emulation. Yet it behooves us to be prepared for 
any event, and to be always ready to maintain hose 
just and enlightened principles of national inter- 
course, for which this Government has ever con- 
tended. In the shock of contending empires, it is 
only by assuming a resolute bearing, and clothing 
themselves with defensive armor, that neutral na- 
tions can maintain their independent rights. 


The excitement which grew out of the territorial 
controversy between the United States and Great 
Britain having in a great measure subsided, it is 
hoped that a favorable period is approaching for 

: final settlement. Both Governments must now 
be convinced of the dangers with which the ques- 
tion is fraught; and it must be their desire, as it is 
their interest, that this perpetual cause of irritation 
should be removed as speedily as practicable. In 
my last annual message you were informed that 
the proposition tor a commission of exploration and 
survey promised by Great Britain had been re- 
ceived, and that a counter project, including alco a 
provision for the certain and final adjustment of 
the limits in dispute, was then before the British 
Government for its consideration. The answer of 
that Government, acccmpanied by additional 
propositions of its own, was received, through 
its minister here, singe your separatisn. These 
were promptly ccnsidered; such os were 
deemed correct in principle, ard consistent 
with a due regard to the just rights of the 
United States and of ihe State of Maine, concurred 


in; and the reasons for. disseating from the residue, | 


with an additional suggestion on our part, commu- 
nicated by the Secretary of State to Mr. Fox. Tnat 
Minister, not feeling himself sufficiently instrected 
upon some of the points raised in the discussion, 
felt it to be his daty to refer the matter to his own 
Government for its further decision. Having now 
been for some time under iis advisement, a speedy 
answer may be confidently expected. From the 
character of the points still in difference», and the 
undoubted disposition of both parties to bring the 
matter to an early conclusion, I look with entire 
confidence to a prompt and satisfactory termina- 
tion of the negotiation. Three commissioners were 
appointed shortly after the adjournment of Con- 
gress, under the act of the last session providing 
for the exploration and survey of. the line which 
separates the States of Maine and New Hampshire 
from the British Provinces; they have been ac- 
tively employed until their progress was interrupted 
by the inclemency of the season, and will resume 
their labors as soon as practicable in the ensuing 
year. , 


It is understood that their respective examina- 
ticns will throw new light upon the subject in con- 
troversy, and serve to remove any erroneous im- 
pressions which may have been made elsewhere 
prejudicial to the rights of the United States. It 
was, among ciher reasons, with a view of prevent- 
ing the embarrass nents which, in cur peculiar sys- 
-em of government, impede and complicate nego- 


DIX 


‘Sen. & H. of Repe. 


| tations involving the: territorial rights of a State, 
that I thought it my dnty, as vou have -been in- 
formed on a previous cccasion, to propose to the - 
British Government, through its Minister . at 
Washington, that early steps should be taken to 
adjust the points of difference’ on the:line of 
boundary from the entrance of Lake Superior to 
the most northwestern point of the Lake of the 
Woods, by the arbitration of a friendly power, sin 
conformity with the seventh article of the ‘treaty of 
Ghent. No answer has yet been returned by the 
British Government to this proposition. =. 
With Austria, France, Prussia, Russia, and: the 
remaining powers of Europe, I am happy’ to in- 
forma you our relations continue to be of the most 
friendly character. With Belgium, a treaty. of 
commerce and navigation, based upon liberal prin- 
ciples of reciprocity and equality, was concluded'in 
March last, and having been ratified by the Bel- 
gian Government, will be duly laid. before the Se- 
nate. It isa subject of congratulation that it pros 
vides for the satisfactory adjustment of a long 


| only obstacle which could obstruct the friend! 


standing question of controversy, thus removing the 


mutually. advantageous intercourse betw 
two nations, A messenger has been despatched 
with the Hanoverian treaty to Berlin, where, ac- 


cording to stipulation, the ratifications are. to be 
exchanged. Iam happy to announce to -you that, 
after many delays and difficulties, a treaty of com~ 
merce and navigation between the United States 
and Portugal, was.cone uded. and signed.at Lisbon 
on the 26th of August last, by the plenipotentiaries 
of the two Governments. Its stipnlations are 
founded upon those principles of matuat liberality 
and advantage which the United -States have: al- 
ways sought to make the basis of their intercourse 
with foreign powers; and it is hoped they. will tend 
to foster and strengthen the commercial intercourse | 
of the two countries. ; 
Under the appropriation of the last session of 
Congress, an agent has been sent to Germany, for 


| the purpose of promoting the interests of our to- 


bacco trade. . een 

The commissioners appinted under the conven- 
tion for the adjustment ot. claims. of citizens of 
the United States upon. Mexico. having met:and 
organized at Washington, in August last, : the pa» 
pers-in the possession of the Government, relating 
to those claims, were ccommiunicated.to the board. 
The claims net embraced by that convention are 
now the subject of negotiation between the two 
Governments, through the medium of our Minister 
at Mexico. 
- Nothing has occurred to disturb the harmony of 
our relations with the different. Governments of 
South America. I regret, however, to be obliged 
to inform you tha: the claims of our citizens upon. 
the late Republic of Colombia have not yet been 
satisfied by the separate Governments into which it 
has been resolved. aun tagt 

The Charge d'Affaires at Brazil having expressed 
the intention of his Government not to prolong the 
treaty of 1828, it will cease to be obligatory. upon. 
either party on the 12ih day of December, 1841, 
when the extensive commercial intercourse : be- 
tween ike United States and that vast empire. will 
no longer be regulated by express stipulations. ... “ 

Ii affords me pleasure to communicate 10 you 
that the Government of Chili has entered. into an 
agreement to indemnify the claimants, inthe case 
of the Macedonian, for American property Seized 


{| in 1819; and to add, that information has also been 
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received which justifies the hope of an early ad- 
justment of the remaining claims upoa that Govern- 
ment: oF : ; 

The commissioners appointed in pursuance of 

the convention between the United States and 
Texas, for marking the boundary between them, 
have, according to the last report received from our 
‘eommissiorer, surveyed and 
whole: extent of boundary north along the 
“western bank of the Sabine river, from its en- 
trance into the Gulf of Mexico to the thirty-se- 
cond: degree of north latitude. The commission 
adjourned on the 16th of June last, to reassemble 
on the Ist of November, for the purpose of esta- 
blishing accurately the intersection of the thirty- 
second degree of latitude with the western bank of 
the Sabine, and the meridian line thence to Red 
river. Itis presumed that the work wiil be con- 
cluded in the present season. 

` The present sound condition of their finances, 
and the success with which embarrassments in re- 
gard to them, at times apparently insurmountable, 
have been overcome, are matters upon which the 
people and the Government of the United States 
may well congratulate themselves. An oveifiox- 
ing Treasury, however it may be regarded as an 
evidence of public presperity, is seldom conducive 
to the permanent welfare of any people; and ex: 
perience has demonstrated its imcompatibility with 
the salutary action of political institutions like 
‘those of the United States. Our safest reliance for 
financial efficiency and independence has, on the 
contrary, been found. to exist in ample resources 
unencumbered with debt; and, in this respect, the 
Federal Government cecupies a siegularly fortu- 
nate and truly enviable position, 

, When I entered upon the dicharge of my ofl- 
cial duties in March, 1837, the aet for the ‘listri- 
bution of the surplus revenue was in a ccurse 
ofrapid execution. Nearly twenty-eight millions 
of dollars of the public moneys were, in pursuance 
of its provisions, deposited with the Siates in 
the months of January, April, and July, of. that 
year, In May there occurred a genera! sus- 
pension of specie payments by the banks, including, 
with very few exceptions, those in which the pub- 
lic moneys were deposited, and upon whose 
fidelity ‘the Government had unfor tunately made 
itself dependent for the revenues which bad been 
collected from the people, and were indispensable 
to the public service This suspension, and the 
excesses in banking and commerce out of which 
it arose, and which were greatly aggrava‘ed by its 
occurrence, made, to a great extent, unavailable 
the principal part of the public money then on 
hand; suspended the collection of many. mulions 
accruing on merchants’ bonds, and greatly reduced 
the revenue arising from customs and the public 
lands. These effects have continued to operate, in 
various degrees, to the present period; and, in addi- 
tion to the decreaxe in the revenve thus produced, 
two and a half millions of duties have been relin- 
quished by two biennial reductions under the act 
of 1833, and probably as much more upon the im- 
portation of iron for railroads, by special legisla- 
tion. 

Whilst such has been our condition for the 
last four years in relation to revenue, we have, 
during the same period, been subjected to an un- 
avoidable continuance of large extraordinary ex- 
penses necessarily growing out of past transac- 
tions, and’ which could not be immediately ar- 
tested’ without great prejudice to the public inte- 
reit. Ofthese, the charge upon the Trea ury, in 
consequence of the Cherokee treaty alone, without 
advetting to others ‘arising out of Indian treaties 
has already exceeded five millions of dollars; that 
for the prosecution of measures for the removal of 
the Seminole Indians, which were found in pro- 
gress, has been nearly fourteen millions; and the 
public buildings have required the unvéual sum of 
nearly three millions. 

It affords me, however, great pleasure to be able 
to say, that, from the commencement of this pe. 
riod to the present day, every demand upon the 
Government, at home or abroad, has been prompi- 
ly met. This has been ‘done, not only without cre~ 
atng a permanent debt, or a resort to. additional 
taxation in any form, bat in the midst of a steadily- 


progressiye reduction of existing burdens upon the ` 


established the” 


and to foster national extravagance. 


people, leaving still a considerable ba'ance of 
available funds which will remain in the Treasury 
atthe end of the year. The small amount of 
Treasury notes, not exceeding four and a half mil- 
lions of dollars, still outstanding, and Jess by twen- 
ty-three millions than the United States have in de- 
posite with the Sta’es, is comp sed of such only as 
are not yet due, or have net been presented for 
payment. They may be redeemed out of the ac- 
eruing revenue, if the expenditures do not exceed 
the amount within which they may, it is thought, 
be kept without prejudice to the public interest, and 
the revenue shail prove to be as large as may justly 
be anticipated. f 
Among the reflections arising from the contem- 


plation of these circumstances, one, not the least . 


gratifying, is the consciousness that the Govern- 
ment had the resolution and the ability to adhere, 
in every emergency, to the sacred obligations of 
law; to execute all its contracts according to the 
requirements of the Constitution, and thus to pre- 
sent, when most needed, a rallying point by which 
the kusiness of the whole country might be brought 
back to a safe and unvarying standard—a result 
vitally important as well to the interests as to the 
morals of the people. There can surely now be 
no difference of opinion in regard to the in- 
calculable evils that would have arisen if the 
Government, at that critical moment, had: suf- 
fered itself to be deterred from upholding 
the only true standard of value, either by 
the pressure of adverse circumstances or the 
violence of unmerited denunciation. Tae manner 
in which the pecp'e sustained the performance of 
this duty was highly honorable to their fortitude 
and patriotism. It cannot failto stimulate their 
agents to adhere, under all circumstances, to the 
lne of duty; and to satisfy them of the safety with 
which a course really right, and demanded by a fi- 
nancial crisis, may, in a community like ours, be 
pursued, however apparently severe its immediate 
operation. 

The policy of the Federal Government, in extin- 
guishing as rapidly as possible the national debt, 
and, subsequently, in resisting every temptation.to 
ereate a new one, deserves to be regarded in the 
same favorable light. Among the many objections 


toa national deb/, the certain tendency of public 


securities to concentrate ultimately in the coffers of 
foreign stockholders, is one which is every day 
gathering strength. Already have the resources of 
many ot the States, and the future industry of their 
ci'tzens, been indefisitely mortgaged to the subjects 
of European Governments, to the amount of twelve 
millions-annually, to pay the constantly accruing 
interest on borrowed money—a sum exceeding half 
the ordinary revenues of the whole United States. 
The pretext which:this relation affords to foreigners 
to scrutinize the management of our domestic af- 
fairs, if not actually ‘to intermeddle with them, 
presents a subject for earnest attention, not to say 
of seri@is alarm. Fortunately, the Federal Go- 
vernment, with the exception of an obligatien en- 
tered into in behalf of the District of Columbia, 
which must soon be discharged, is wholly exempt 
from any such embarrassment. I is also, as is be- 
lieved, the only Government which, having fully 
and faithfully paid all its creditors, has also reliev- 
ed itself entirely from debt. To. maintain a dis- 
tinction so desirable, and so honerable to our na- 
tional chara: ter, should be an object of earnost soli- 
citude, Never should a free people, if it be possible to 
avoid it, expose themselves to the necessity of hav- 
ing fo treat of the peace, the honor, or the safety of 
the Republic, with the Governments of foreign 
creditors, who, however well disposed they may be 
to culuvate with us in general friendly relations, 
are nevertheless, by the law of their own econdi- 
tion, made hostile to the success and permanency 
of political institutions like ours. Most humiliat- 
ing may be the embarrassments consequent upon 
such a condition. Atother objection, scarcely less 
formidable, to the commencement of a new deb', 
is its inevitable tendency to increase in magnitude, 
He bas been 
an unprofitable observer of events, who needs at 
this day to be admonished of the difficulties which 
a Government, habitually dependent on loans to. 
sustain its ordinary expenditures, has to encounter 
in resisting the influences constantly exerted’ in fa- 


vor of additional loans; by capitalists, who enrich 
themselyes by Government securities for amounts 
much exceeding the money they actually advance 
—a prolific source of individual aggrandizement 
in all borrowing countries; by stockholders, who 
seek their gains in the rise and fall of public stocks; 
and by the selfish importunities.of applicants for 
appropriations for works avowedly for the accom- 
modation of the public, but the real objects of 
whichrare, too frequently, the advancement of pri- 
vate interests. The known necessity which so ma- 
ny of the S ates will be under to impose taxes for 
the payment of the interest on their debts, furnish- 
es an additional and very cogent reason why the 
Federal Government should refrain from creating 
a national debt, by which the people would be ex. 
posed to double taxation for a similar object. We 
possess within ourselves ample resources for every 
emergency; and we may be quite sure that our 
citizens, in no future exigency, will be unwilling 
to supply the Government with all the means 
asked for the defenceof the country. In time of 
peace there can, at all events, be no justification 
for the creation of a permanent debt by the Federal 
Government. Its limited range of constitutional 
duties may certainly, under such circumstances, be 
performed without such a resort. It has, it is seen, 
been avoided during four years of greater fiscal 
difficulties than have existed in a similar period 
since the adoption of the Constitution, and one 
also remarkable for the occurrence of extraordi- 
nary causes of expenditures. 

But to accomplish so desirable an object, two 
things are indispensable: first, that the action of the 
Federal Government be kept within the bounda- 
ries prescribed by its founders, and, secondly, that — 
all appropriations for objec‘s admitted to be con- 
Stitutional, and the expenditure of them also, be 
subjected to a standard of rigid but well considered 
and practical economy. The first depends chiefly 
on the people themselves, the opinions they form of 
the true construction of the Constiiution, and the 
confidence they repose in the political sentiments 
of those they select as their representatives in the 
Federal Legislature; the second rests upon the 
fdelity with which their more immediate repre. 
sentatives, and other public functionaries, dis- 
charge the trusts committed to them. The duty 
ef economizing the expenses of the public service 
is admitted on all. hands; yet there are few subjects 
upon which there exists a wider d:fference of 
opinion than is constantly manifested in regard 
to the fidelity with which that duty is dis- 
charged. Neither diversity of sentiment, nor 
even mutual recriminations, upon a point in 
respect to which the public mind is so 
justly sensitive, can well be entirely avoided; and 
least so at periods of great political excitement. 
An intelligent people, however, seldom fail to ar- 
rive, in the end, at correct conclusions in such a 
matter. Practical economy in the management of 
public affairs can have no adverse influence to con- 
tend with more powerful than a large surplus reve- 
nue; and the unusually large appropriations for 
1837 may, without doubt, independently of the ex- 
traordinary requisitions for the public service grow- 
ing out of the state of our Indian relations, be, in 
no incensiderable degree, traced to this source. 
The sudden and rapid distribution of the large sur- 
plus then in the Treasury, and the equally sudden 
and unprecedentedly severe revulsion in the com- 
merce and business of the country, pointing with 
unerring certainty to a great and protracted reduc- 
tion of the revenue, strengthened the propriety: of 
the earliest practicable reduction of the public ex- 
penditures. 

But, to change a system operating upon so large 
a surface, and applicable to such numerous and di- 
versified interests and objecis, was more than the 
work of a day. The attention of every depart- 
ment of the Government was immediately, and in 
good faith, directed to that. end; and has been so 
continued to the present moment. The estimates 
and appropriations for the year 1838 (the first over 
which I had any control) were somewhat diminish- 
ed. The expenditures of 1839 were reduced six 
millions of dollars. Those of 1840, exclusive of 


disburséments-for public debt and trust claims, will 


probably not exceed twenty-two and a half millions; 
being between two and.three millions less than those 
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of the preceding year, and nine or ten millions less | 
than those of 1837. Nor has it been found neces- 
sary, in order to produce this result, to resort to the 
power conferred by Congress, of prstponing cer- 
tain classes of the publis works, except by defer- 
ring expenditures fcr a short period upon a limited 
portion of them; and which postponement termi- 
nated some time since, at the moment the Trea- 
sury Department, by further receipts from the in- 
debted banks, became fully assured of its ability to 
meet them without prejudice to the public service 
in other respects. Causes are in operation which 
will, it is believed, justify a still further reduction, 
without injury to any important national interest. 
The expenses of sustaining the troops employed in 
Florida have been gradually and greatly reduced, 
through the persevering efforts of the War Depart- 
ment; and a reasonable hope may beentertained that 
the necessity for military operations ia that quarier 
will soon cease. The removal of the Indians from 
wi'hifi our settled borders is nearly completed. The 
pension list, one of the heaviest charges upon the 
Treasury, is rapidly diminishing by deatb. The 

-most costly of our public buildings are either 
finished, or nearly so; and we may, I think, safely 
promise ourselves a continued exemption from bor- 
der difficulties. 

The available balance in the Treasury on the 
first of January next is estimated at one million 
and a half of dollars. This sum, with the ex- 
pected receipts from all sources during the next 
year, will, it is believed, be sufficient to enable the 
Government to meet every engagement, and leave 

-a Suitable balance in the Treasury at the end of the 
year, if the remedial measures connected with the 
customs and the public lands, heretofore recom- 
mended, shall be adopted, and the new apptopria- 
tions by Congress shall not carry the expenditures 
beyond the official estimates. 

_ The new system established by-Congress for the 
safekeeping of the public money, prescribing the 
kind of currency to be received for the pub- 
lic revenue, and providing additional guards and 
securities against losses, has now been several 
months in operation. Al‘hough it might be prema- 
ture, upon an experience cf such limited duration, 
to form a definite opinion in regard to the extent of 
its influences in correcting many evils under which 
the Federal Government and the country have hi- 
therto suffered, especially thoze that have grown 
out of banking expansions, a depreciated currency, 
and official defaleations, yet itis but right to say 
that nothing has occurred in the practical opera- 
tion of the system to weaken in the slightest degree, 
bnt much to strengthen the confident anticipations 
of its friends. The grounds of these have been 
heretofore so fully explained, as to require no reca- 
pitulation. In respect to the facility and conve- 
nience it affords in conducting the public service, 
and the ability of the Government to discharze 
through its agency every du'y attendant on the col- 
lection, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
money with promptitude and success, I can say 
with confidence that the apprehensions of those who 
teit it to be their duty to oppose its adoption, have 
proved to be unfounded. On the contrary, this 
branch of the fiscal affairs of the Government has 
been, and it is believed may always be, thus car- 
ried on with every desirable facility and security. 
A few changes and improvements in the details of 
the system, without affecting any principles involv- 
ed in it, will be submitted to you by the Secretary 
ofthe Treasury, and will, I am sure, receive at 
your hands that attention to which they may, on 
examination, be found to be entitled. 

“I have deemed this brief summary of our fiscal 
affairs necessary to the due performance of a duty 
specially enjoined upon me by the Constitution. it 
will serve, also, to illustrate more fully the princi- 
ples by which [ have been guided in reference to 
two contested points in our public policy, which 
were earliest in their-development, and have been 
more important in their consequences, than any that 
have arisen under our complicated and difficult, 
yet admirable, system of Government: I allude to, 


a national debt, and a national bank. It was in 
these that the political contests by which the coun- 
try has been agitated ever since the adoption of the 
Constitution, in a great measure, originated; and 


there is tco much reason to apprehend that the con- 
flicticg interesis and opposing-principies thus mar- 
shalled, will continue, as heretofore, to. produce 
similar, if not aggravated, consequences. 

Coming into office the declared enemy of both, 
I have earnestly endeavo.ed to prevent a resort to 
either. 

The consideration that a large public debt affords 
an apology, and produces, in some degree, a neces- 
sity also, for resorting toa system and extent cf 
taxation which is not only oppressive throughout, 
bat likewise so apt to lead, in the end, to the com- 
mission of that most odious of ali offences against 
the principles of Republican government—the pros- 
titation of political power, conferred for the general 
benefit, to the aggrandizement of particular classes, 
and the gratification of individual eupidity—is 
alone sufficient, independently of the weighty ob- 
jrctions which have already been urged, to render 
its creation and existence the sourees of bitter and 
unappeasable discord. If we add to this, its inevi- 
table tendency to produce and foster extravagant 
expenditures of the public money, by which a 
necessity is created for new loans and new 
burdens on the people; and, finally, if we 
refer to the examples of every Government which 
has existed, for pro.f how seldom it is that the 
system, when once adopted and implanted in 
the policy of a country, has failed to expand itself, 


‘until public credit was exhausted, and the people 


were no longer able to endure its increasing 
weight, it seems impossible to tesist the conclu- 
sion, that no benefits resulting from its career, no 
extent of conquest, no accession of wealth to par- 
ticular classes; nor apy, nor all is combined ad- 
vantages, can counterbalance ifs ultimate but cer- 
tain results—a splendid’ Government, and an im- 
poverished people. : 

If a National Bank was, as is undeniable, re- 
pudiated by the framers of the Constitution as 
incompatible with the rights of the States and the 
liberties of the people; if, from the beginning, it 
has been regarded by large portions of our citizens 
as coming in direct collision with that great and 
vital amendment of the Constitution, which 
clares that all powers rot conferred by that instru- 
ment on the General Government are reserved to 
the States and tothe people; if i: bas been viewed 
by them as the first great step in the march of lati- 
tudinons construction, which, unchecked, would 
render that sacred instrument of as little value as 
an unwritten Constitution, dependent, as it would 
alone be, for its meaning, on the interested inter- 
pretation of a dominant party, and afferding no se- 
curity to the rights of the minority; if such is unde- 
niably the case, what rational grounds could have 
been conceived for anticipating aught but déter- 
mined opposition to such an institution at the pre- 
sent day. 

Coulda different result have been expected, when 
the consequences which have flowed from its cre- 
ation, and particularly from its struggles to 
perpetuate its existence, had confirmed, in so 
striking a manner, the apprehensions of its earli- 
est opponents; when it had been so ctearly 
demonstrated that a concentrated money power, 
wielding so vast a capital, and combining such in- 
calculable means of influence, may, in those pe- 
culiar conjunctures to which this Government is 
unavoidably exposed, prove an overmatch for the 
political power of the people themselves; when the 
trve character of its capacity to regulate, according 
to its will and its interests, and the interests of its 
favorites, the value and preduction of the laber 
and property of every man in this extended coun- 
try, had been so fuily and fearfully developed; 
when it was notorious that all classes of this great 
community had, by means of the power and infiu- 
ence it thus p-svesses, bern infected to madness 
wiih a spirit of heedless speculation; when it had 
been seen that, secure in the sapport of the combi- 
nation of inflverces by whieh it was surrounded, it 
could vio'ate its charter, and set the laws at defi- 
ance with impunity; and when, too, it had become 
most apparent that to believe that such an secumn- 
lation cf powers can ever be graated without the 
certainty of being abused, was to indulge in a fatal 


delusion? , 
To avoid the necessity of a permanent debt, and 


Ne 


its Inevitable consequences, have advocated, and 
endeavored to carry into effect, the policy of con- 
finieg the appropriations for the public serviee 
to such objects only as ‘are Yclearly within the 
constitutional authority of the Federal Govern- 
ment; of excluding from its expenses those impro- 
vident and unauthorized grants of public morey 
for works of internal improvement, which were 
so wisely arrested by the constitutional interpo- 
sition of my predeeessor, and which, if they had 
not been so checked, would long before this 
time have involved the finances of the Ge- 
neral Government in embarrassments far greater 
than those which are nov experienced by any of 
the States, of limiting all our expenditures to that 
simple; unostentatious, and economical administra- 
tion of public affairs, which ts alone consistent 
with the character of our institutions; of collecting 
annually from the customs, and the sales of public 
lands, a revenue fully adequate to defray all the ex- 
penses thus incurred, but, under no pretence what- 
soever, to impose taxes upon the people to a greater 
amount than was actually necessary to the public 
service, conduc'ed upon the principles I have stated. 

In lieu of a national bank, or a dependence upon 
banks cf anv description, for the management of 
our fiscal affairs, E recommended the adoption of 
the system which is now in successful operation. 
That system affords every requisite facility for the 
transaction of the pecuniary concerns of the Go- 
vernment; will, it is confidently anticipated, pro- 
duce in other respects many of the benefits which 
have been from time to tame expected from the 
ereation of a nationa! bank, but which have never 
been realized; avoid the manifold evils inseparable 
from such an institution; diminish, to a greater ex- 
tent than could.be accomplished by any other mea- 
sure of reform, the patronage of the Federal Go- 
vernment=a wise policy in all Governments, but 
more especially so in one like ours, which works 
well only in proportion as it is made to rely for its 
support upon the unbiassed and unadulterated opi- 
nions of its constituents; de away, forever, all de- 
pendence on corporate bodies, either in the raising, 
collecting, safekeeping, or disbursing the public. 
revenues, and place the Government equally above 
the temptation of fostering a dangerous and uncon- 
stitutional institution at home, or the necesrity of 
adapting its policy to the views and interests of a 
still more formidable money-power abroad. 

It is by adopting and carrying out these princi- 
ples, under circumstances the most arduous and 
discouraging, thatthe attempt nas been made, thus 
far successfully, to demonstrate to the people of the 
United States thata National Bank at alltimes; and 
a national debt, exceptit be incurred at a period 
when the honor and safety of the nation demand 
the temporary sacrifices of a policy, which should 
only be abandoned in such exigencies, are not 
merely unnecessary, but in direct and deadly hos- 
tility to the principles of their Government, and to 
their own permanent welfare. 

The progress made in the developement of these 
positions, appears in the preceding sketch of the 
past history and present sta'e- of the financial. con- 
cerns of the Federal Government. - The facts there 
stated fully authorize the assertion, that all the pur- 
poses for which this Government was instituted 
have been accomplished durirg four years of great- 
er pecuniary embarrassment than were ever before 
experienced in time of peace. and in the face of op- 
position as formidable as any that was ever before 
arrayed against the policy of an Administration; 
that this has been done when the ordinary revenues 
cf the Government were generally decreasing, as 
well from the operation o° the laws, as the condi- 
tion of the couniry, without the creation of a per- 
manent public debt, or incurring any liability, other 
tban such as the ordinary resources of the Govers- 
ment will speedily disckarge, and without the 
agency of a National Bank. 

If this view of ibe proceedings cf the Govern- 
ment, for the period it embraces, be warranted by 
the facts as hey are known ‘to exist; if the army 
and navy have been sustained to the full extent 
authorized by law, and which Congress deemed suf- 
ficient for ihe defence of the country and the 
protection of its rights and its henor; if its civil and - 
diplomatic service has been equally’ sustained; if 
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ample provision has been made for the adminis- | 


tration of justice and the execution of the laws; if 


the claims upon public gratitude in behalf of the |; 


soldiers of the Revolution have been promply met 
and faithfally discharged; if there have been no 
failures in defraying the very large expenditures 


| 


growing out of that long continued and salutary |; 


policy of peacefully removing ihe Indians tore- 
gions of comparative safety and prosperity; if the 
public faith has at alltimes, and every where been 
most. scrupulously maintained by a, prompt gis- 
charge of ihe numerous, extended, and diversified 
claims on the Treasury; if ail these great and per- 
manent objects, with many otkers that might be 
stated, have, for a series of years, marked by pecu- 
liar obstacles and difficulties, been successfully ac- 
complished without a resort toa permanent debt, 
or the aid of a national bank, have we nota right 
to expect that a policy, the object cf which has 
been to sustain the public service independently of 
either of these fruitful sources of discord, will re- 
ceive the final sanction of a peop'e whose un- 
biassed and fairly elicited judgment upon pablic 
affairs is never ultimately wreng? 

That embarrassments in -he pecuniary ecn- 
cerns of individuals, of unexampied extent and 
duration, have recently exis‘ed in this, as in other 
commercial nations, is undoubtedly true. To sup- 
pose it necessary now io trace these reverses to 
their sources, would be a reflection on the intelli- 
gence of my fellow-citizens. Whatever may have 
been the obscurity in which the subject was in- 
volved during the earlier stages of the revulsion, 
there cannot now be many by whim the whole 
question is not fally understood. 

Not deeming it wishin the constituticnal powers 
of the General Government to repair private loss- 
es sustained by reverses in businesy having no con- 
nection with the public servic», either by direc: ap- 
propriations from the T're..suiy, or by special legis- 
lation designed to secue exclusive privileges and 
immunities to individuals or classes in preference to, 
and at the expense of, the gicat majority neeessari- 
ly debarred from any participation in them, no 
attempt to do so -has been either made, recom- 
mended, or encouraged, by the present Execu- 
tives 

lt is believed, however, that the great purposes 
for the attainmezt of which the Federal Govern- 
ment was instituted have not been Iostsighi of. 1n- 
trusted only with certain limite i powers, cautious- 
ly enumerated, distinetiy specified, and defined with 
a precision and clearness which would seem to de~ 
fy misecnstreetion, it has been my constant aira 
to confine myself within the limits so clearly mark- 
ed ont, and so carefully guarded. Having always 
been of opinion that the best preservative of the 
union of the States is to he found in a total absij- 
nence from the exercise of all doubtful powers on 
the part of the Federal Government, raiber than in 
attempts to assume them by a loose construcion 
of the Constitution, or an ingenious perversion of 
its words, I have endeavored to avoid recommend- 
ing any measure which I had reason io apprehend 
would, in the opinion even of a considerable mi- 
nority of my fellow-citizeas, by regarded as trench- 
ing on the rights of the States, or the provisions of 
the hallowed instrument of our Union, Viewing 
the aggregate powers of the Federa! Goveramentas 
a:voluntary.concession of the States, it seemed to 
me thet such only should be exercised as were at 
the time intended to be given. 


su 


I have been: strengihed, toc, in the proprie- i 


ty ,of this course, by the onviction that all ef. 
fris to. gò beyond this, tend oniy to produce 
dissatisfaction’ and. distrust, 10 excite jalou. 
sies, and to provoke resistance. Instead of adə 
ing strength to jthe Federal Government, even 
when successful, they. must ever prove a seurce ef 
incurable weakness, by alienating a portion of 
those whose adhesion is indispensable to the great 
aggregate of. united strength, and whose voluntary 
attachment is, in my estimation, far more essential 
to the efficiency of a Government strong in the best 
of all possible sirength——ihe confidence and attach. 
ment of all those who make up its constituent 
elements. 

Thus believing, it has been my purpose to seeure 
to the whole people, and to every member of the 


conied-racy, dy general, salutary, and equal laws 
alone, the benetit cf those Republican institutions 
which it was the end aud aim of the Constitution to 
establish, and the impartial influeces of which is, in 
my judgment, indispensable to their preserva- 
tion. f caanct brirg myself to believe that the 
lasting bappiness of the people, the prosperity of the 
States, or the permanency of their Union, can be 
maintained by giving reference or priority to any 
class of citizens in the distribution of. benefits or 
privileges, or by the adoption of measures which 
enrich one portion of the Union at the expense of 
another, nor can I see in the interference of the Fede- 
ral Government with the local legislation and re- 
served righe of the States, a remedy for present, 
or a seculity against future, dangers. 

‘The first, and assuredly not the least, important 
step towards relieving the country from the ccn- 
dition into which it had been plunged by excesses 
in trade, banking, and credits of all kinds, was 
to place the business transactions of the Go- 
vernment itself on a solid basis; giving and receiv- 
ing in all cases value for value, and nei her coun 
tenancing nor encouraging ia- others that delusive 
system ef eredits from whieh it has been found so 
difficult to escape, and whieh has left nothing be- 
hind it but the wrecks that mark its fatal career. 

That the financial affairs of the Government are 
now, and have been during the whole period of 
these widespieading difficulties, conducted with a 
strict and inyariable regard to this great fundamen- 
tal principle, and that by the assumption and main- 
tenance of the stand thus taken on the very 
threshold of the approaching crisis, more than by 
any other cause er causes whatever, the commu- 
nity at large has been shielded from the inczleula- 
ble evils of a general and indefinite suspension of 
Specie payments, and a consequent annihilation, 
for the whole period it might have lasted, cf a just 
and invariable standard of value, will, it is be- 
lieved, at this period, scarcely be questioned, 

A steady adherence, onthe part of the Govern. 
ment, to ihe pclicy which has produced such salue 
tary resulis, aided by judicious State legislation, 
and, what is not less important, by the industry, 
enterprise, perseverance, 2nd economy of the Ame- 
rican people, cannot fail to raise the whole coun- 
try, at an carly period, to a state-of soiid and er- 
during prosperity, not subject to be again over- 
thrown by the suspension of banks or the explo- 
sion of a bloated credi! system. Ik is for the peo- 
ple, and their representatives, to decide whether 
or not the permanent welfare of the country 
(which all geod citizens equaily desire, however 
widely they may differ as to the means of its ace 
complishmeni) shall be in this way secured; or 
whether the management of the pecuniary con- 
ceras of the Government, and, by consequence, 
to a great extent, those of individuals also, shall be 
carried back to a conditicn of things which fosiered 
those contraciions and expansions of the currency, 
and those reckless abuses of credit, from ihe balee 
jul effects of which ihe country has so deedly suf- 
fered—a retum that can promise, in the end, no 
better results than to reproduce the embarrassments 
the Government has experienced; and to remove 
from the shoulders of the present, to those of fresh 
victiras, the bitter frniis of that spirit of speculative 
enterprise to which our countrymen are so liable, 
and upon which the lessons of experience are so 


unavailing. The choice is an important one, and I | 


sincerely hope that it may be wisely made. 


A report from the Secretary of War, presenting ! 


a detailed view of the #ffairs cf that department, 
accompanies this communication. 

The desuitory duties connected with the removal 
of the Indians, in which the army has been con- 
stantly engaged on the Nortkern and Western fron- 
ters, and in Florida, have rendered it impraciiea- 
ble to carry into full effect the pian :ecommended 
by the Seeretary fur improving its discipline. In 
every instance where ihe regiments have been con» 
centrated, they have made great progress; and the 
best resnity may be anticipated from a continuance 
of this system. During the last season, a part of 
the troops have been employed in removing Indians 
frem the ixierior tò the territory assigned them in 
the West—a duty which they have performed effi- 
ciently, and with praiseworthy humanity; and that 


portion of them which has been stationed in Fio- 
rida continued aciive operations there throughout 
the heats of summer. 

The policy of the United States in regard to the 
Indians, of which a sucemet account is given 
in my message of 1838, and of the wisdom and 
expediency ot which I am fully satisfied, has 
been continued in active operation throughout the 
whole period of my administration. Since the 
epring of 1837, more than forty thousand Indians 
have been removed to their new homes west of the 
Mississippi; and I am happy to add that all ace 
counts concur in representing the result of this 
measure as eminently beneficial to that people. 

The emigration of the Seminoles alone has been 
attended with serious difficulty, and cccasioned 
bloodshed, hostilities having been commenced by 
the Indians in Fiorida, under the apprehension that 
they would be compelled, by force, to comply with 
their treaty stipulations. The execution of the 
treaty of Payne’s Landing, signed in 1839, but not 
ratified until 1834, was postponed, at the soliata- 
tion of the Indians, until 1836, when they again re- 
newed their agreement to remove peaceably to their 
new homesin the West. In the face of this solemn 
and renewed compact, they broke their faith, and 
commenced hostilities by the massaere of Major 
Dade’s command, the murder of their agent, Gene- 
ral Thompson, and other acts of cruel treachery. 
When this alarming and unexpected intelligerice 
reached the seat of Government, every effort ap- 
pears to have been made to reinforce General 
Clinch, who commanded the troops then in Florida. 
General Eustis was despatched with reinforcements 
from Charleston, troops were called out from Ala- 
bama, Tennessee, and Georgia, and General Scott 
was sent to take the command, with ample powers 
and ample means. At the first alarm, General 
Gaines organized a force at New Orleans, and, 
without waiting for orders, landed in Fiorida, 
where he delivered over the trcops he had brought 
with him to General Scatt. 

Gov. Call was subsequenily appointed to conduct 
a summer campaign, and, at the close of it, was 
replaced by General Jesup. These events and 
changes took place under the administration of my 
predecessor, Notwithstanding the exertions of the 
experienced officers who had command there for 
eighteen months, on entering upon tie administra- 
tion of the Government I found ihe Territory of 
Florida a prey to Indian atrocities, A strenuous 
effort was inimediately made to bring these hostili 
ties to a close; and the army, onder General Jesup, 
was reinforced until it amounted to ten thousand 
men, and furnished with abundant supplies of eve- 
ry description. In this campaign'a great number 
of ihe enemy were captured and destroyed; but the 
character of the contest only was changed. The 
Indiaas, having been defeated in every engagement, 
dispersed in small bands throughout the country, 
and became an enterprising, formidable, and iuth- 
less banditti. General Taylor, who succeeded 
General Jesup, used his best exertions to subdue 
them, and wax seconded in his efforts by the officers 
under his command; but he, too, failed to protect 
the Territory from their depredations. By an act 
of signal and cruel treachéry, they broke the truce 
made with them by General Macomb, who was 
sent from Washington for the purpose of carrying 
into effect the expressed wishes of Congress, and 
have continued their devastations ever since. Gene- 
ral Armistead, who was in Florida when General 
Taylor left the army, by permission, assumed the 
command, and, after active summer operations, 
was met by propositions for peace; and, from the 
fortunate coincivence of the arrival in Florida, at 
the same period, cf a delegation from the Semi- 
noles who are happily settled weet of the Missis- 
sippi, and are now anxious to persuade their coun- 
trymen to join them there, hopes were for some 
time entertained that the Indians might be induced 
to leave the Territory without further difficulty. 
These hopes have proved fallacious, and hose 
tilities bave been renewed throughout the whole 
of the Territory. That this contest has endured 
to long, is to be attributed to causes beyond 
the control of the Government. Experienced ges 
nerals have had the command of the troops; offi: 
cers and soldiers haye alike distinguished thems 
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selves for their activity, patience, and enduring 
courage; the army has been c:nstanily furnished 
with supplies of every description; and we must 
look for the causes which have so long procrasti- 
nated the issue of the contest, in the vast extent of 
the theatre of hostilities, the almost insurmounta- 
ble obstacles presented by the nature of the coun- 
try, the climate, and the wily character of the 
savages, f 

The sites for marine hospitals on the rivers and 
lakes, which I was auihorizsd to select and cause 
to be purchased, have all been designated, but, the 
appropriation not proving sufficient, conditional ar- 
rangements only have been made for their acqui- 
sition, It is for Congress to decide whether those 
conditional purchases shall he sanctioned, end the 
humane intentions of the law carried into full 
effect. 

. The navy, as will appear from the accompany- 
ing report of the Secretary, has been usefully and 
honorably employed in the protection of our com- 
merce and cilizens jn the Mediterranean, the Pa- 
cific, on the coast of Brazil,and in the Gulf of 
Mexico. A small squadron, consisting of the 
frigate Constellation and the sloop-of-war Bos- 
toh,’ under Commodore Kearney, is now on 


is way to the China and Indian seas, for 


. the purpose of attending to our interests in 
that quarter; and Commander Aulick, in the 
sloop-of-war Yorktown, has heen instracted to 
visit the Sandwich and Socie. y isiands, the coasts 
of New Zealand and Japan, together with other 
ports and islands frequented by our whale-ships, 
for the purpose of giving them courtenance and 
protection, shou'd they be required. Other smaller 
vessels have been, and still are, employed in prose- 
cating the surveys of the coast of the United States, 
directed by various acts of Cungres:; and those 
which have been completed will shortiy be Laid be- 
fore ycu. 

The Exploring expedition, at the latest date, was 
preparing to leave the Bay of Islands, New Zea- 
land, in further prosecution of objects which have 
thus far been successfully accomplished. The dis- 
covery of a new continent, which was first seen in 
latitude 669 2’ south, longitude 154° 27! east, and 


afterwards in tatitude 66° 31’ south, longitude 153° | 


40’ east, by Lieutenan's Wilkes and Hudson, for 
an extent of eighteen hundred miles, but on which 
they were prevented frora landing by vast bodies 
of ice which encompassed it, is one of tbe honora- 
ble results of the enterprise. Lieutenant Wiikes 
bears testimony to the zeal and good conduct of his 
officers and men; and it is bu: jusi:ee to that officer 
to state that he appears to have performed the du- 
ties assigned to him with an ardor, ability, and 
perseverance, which give every assurance of an 
honorable issue to the under aking. 

The report of the Postmaster General, herewith 
transmitted, will exhibit the service of that De- 
partment the past year, and ifs present condition. 
The transportation has been maintained during the 
year to the full extent authorized by the existing 
laws; some improvements have been effected, 
which the public interest seemed urgently to de- 
yhand, but not involving any material additional 
expenditure; the contractors have generally per- 
formed their engagements with fidelity; the post. 
masters, with few exceptions, have rendered their 
accounts and paid their quarterly balances with 
promptitude; and the whole service of the Depart- 


ment has maintained the efficiency for which it | 


has for several years been distinguished. 


The acts of Congress establishing new mail 
routes, and requiring more expensive services on 
others, and the increasing wants of the country, 
have, for three years past, carried the expenditures 
something beyond the accruing revenues; the ex- 
cess having. been met, until the past year, by the 
surplus which had previously accumulaied. That 
surplus having been exhausted, and the anticipated 
increase in the revenue not having been realized, 
owing to. the depression ia the commercial business 
of the country, the finances of the department er- 
hibit a small deficiency at theclese of the last 
fiscal year. Its resonrces, howéver, are ample; and 
the reduced rates of compensation for the transpor- 
tation service, which may be expected on the future 
lettings, from the general reduction of prices, with 
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the increase of revenue that may reasonably be an- 
ticipated from the revival of commercial acivity, 
must soon place the finances of the department in a 
prosperous condition. 

Consid: ring ihe unfavorable circumstances which 
have existed during the past year, ít is a gratifying 
result thatthe revenue bas not declined, as com- 
pared with the preceding year, but, on the contra- 
ry, exhibits a small increase; ihe citeumsiances re- 
ferred to hazing had no other effect than to cheek 
the expected income. 

Tt will be seen that the Postmaster General sug- 
gests certain improvements in the establishment, 
designed to reguce the weight of the mails, 
cheapen the transportation, ensure greater regu- 
Jarity in the service, and secure 2 considerable re- 
duction in the raies of letter postage—aa object 
highly desirable. The subject is ore of general in- 
terest to the community, and 1s respectfully recom- 
mended io your consideration. 

The suppression of the African slave trade has 


` received the continued attention of the Government. 


The brig Dolphin and schooner Grampus bave been 
employed ducing the last season on the coast of Af- 
rica, for the purpose of preventing such poriions of 
that trade as was said t» be prasecnied under the 
American flag. After ersising off there parts of 
the coast most usually rescore to by slavers, until 
the commencement of the lainy seasou, these Vege 
vessels returned to the United States for supplies, 
and have since been despaiched on a similar ser- 
vice. 

From the reports of the commanding officers, it 
appears that the trads is now principal:y carried on 
under Portuguese colors; and ihey express the opi- 
nion that the apprehension of their presence on the 
slave coast has, in a great degree, arrested the pros- 
titution of the American flag to this inhuman pur- 
pose. It is hoped that, by continuing io maintain 
this force in that quarter, and by the exertions of the 
officers in command, much wi lbe done to put a stop 
to whatever portion of this traffic may have been car- 
ried on under tne American flag,and ta prevent its use 
in a trads which, while it violates the laws, is equally 
an outrage on the rights of others and the feelings 
of humanity. The efforis of the several Quvern- 
ments who are anxiously seeking to suppress this 
traffic must, however, be directed azainst the facili- 
lies afforded by what arc now recognised as legiti- 
mate commercial pursuits, before inat object can 
be fully accomplished. Supples of provisions, 
water-casks, merchandise, and articles connected 
with the proseention of the slave-trade, are, it is 
understood, freely carried by vessels of different 
nations to the slave factcries; and the effects of the 
factors are transported cpenly trom one slave sta- 
tion to another, wichout interruption or punishment 
by either of the nations to which they beleng, en- 
gaged in the commerce of that region. I submit 
to your judgments whether this Government, hav- 
ing been the first to prohibit, by adequate penalties, 
the slave trade—ihe first to deciare it piraey— 
should not be the first, alsc, to forbid to its citizens 
all trade with the slave facio:ies on the coastof 
Africa; giving an example to all nations in this 
respeet, which, if fairly followed, cannot fail to 
produce the most. effective resulis in breaking up 
those dens of iniquity. 


M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, December 5, 1840. 

The message having been read, 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, 

Ordered, That the message and accompanying 
documents be printed; and that five thousand co- 
pies of the message, and fifteen hundred copies of 
the message and accompanying documents, be 
priuted for the use of the Senate. 

Tre PRESIDENT commun 


ed a letter from 


` the Sceretary of the Treasury, aéeompanied by his 


annnal report on the finances, which was ordered to 
be printed. 


REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY GF THE TREASURY, | 


ON THE STATE CF TH» FINANCES. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
December 7, 1840. 
The undersigned respectfully submits to Con- 
gress the following report on the finances: 
He has great pleasure in announcing that dur- 
ing the present year the expenditures have been 


stili further reduced; and, though the revenue. bas 
not proved s» large as usual, all the public engage- 
men's have been inet with promptitude, pie 
I. The reecipis and means for 1840, exclusive of 
trusis and the Post Office has bern as follows: °° 
The available balance in the Treasury on the ist 
of January, 1840, is computed to 
have been - e - $2,246,749 00 
The data on which this conclu. 
sion rests, connected with the actual 
receip's and expenditures in 1839, 
and with the unavailable condition 
of a portion ef the putlic fands, - 
may be seen in the statements an- 
nexed, 
During the first three quarters of 
the present year the nett re- 
ceipts from customs , 
were - $10,689,884 78 
During the same pe- 
riod the receipts 
from lands were - 2,620,217 25 
Miscellaneous re- 3 
ecipts for the same 
time - - 
Estimated receipts 
for the fourih 
quarter from ali 
these sources - 


77,660 98 


3,800,000 00 
These makegthe aggregate of ordi- ; 

nary receipts for the year - 17,197,763 01 
Add the estimated 

receip's of princie 

pal avd interest 

in 1840, ont of 

what was dve 

from former depo- 

site banks, but not 

available on the 

Ist of January 

last ° 
Add also the estima- 

ted receipts from 

the fonrth bond of 

the Uniled States 

Bank -~ 
Do. from the issue of 

Treasury notes ia» 

stead of others ree 

deemed - 


$859,000 00 


2,500,000 00 


5,440,000 00 


aramam 


Aggregate from these i : 
additicnal sources - ~ 8,790,000 00 
This wil make the toial means in 
1840, as ascertained and es‘ima- 


ted - - - $28,234,512 01 


It is proper io remark, that about $700,000 o 
the sums compu'ed to be received within the year 
from the banks above described, have not yet been 
ascertained tọ be paid; and if, contrary to expecta- 
ticn, there should be a failure to pay any part of 
them until next year, it will make a difference .to 
that ex’ent in the preceding resolts. 

If. The expenditures for 1840, exclusive of trusts 
and the Post Office, have been as follows: 

For the first three quarters: civil, di- 

plomatic, and miscellaneous -~ $4,118,248 64 
For the same time, military > 8,750,784 52 
For the same time, naval - ~ 4,620,316 35 
Estimates by this Department 

(hough higher by the others) for 

all expenses during the fourth 

quarter ~ > - =- 8,000,000 00 


These make the ageregate of eur- 
rent expences for the whole year 22,489,349 51 
Add for funded debt and interest for 
that of the cities of the District of 
Columbia during the year, ascer- 
tained and estimated = ° 
Redemption of Treasury notes, in- 
cluding principal and interest, as- 
certained during the first three 
quarters - e . 
Estimate of notes that will be re- 
deemed in the fourth quarter 


100,000.60 


a 


3,629,306 Si 
425,000 09 


= 
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This will make.the aggregate of pay- 
ments or expenditures of all kinds 26 643,656 12 
Leaving an available balazce of 
money in the Treasury on the 31st ate S 
December, 1840, computed to be 1,590,855 89 


$28,234,512 01 


The funds on hand, considered not availab'e for 
public purposes, at the commencement as weil as 
close of the present year, are described particularly 
ii the statement annexed. 

Previous to the close of the year, should Congress 
pass any new appropriations which may bs imme- 
diately expended, an additional charge to that ex- 
tent will thus be imposed on 1840; and if amount- 
ing to any considerable sum, it might prudently be 
accompanied by some provision of new means suf- 
ficient for its payment. 

Ill. The condition of the publis debt next de- 
mands consideration. 

An exhibit of the particulars of it, whether 
funded or unfunded, and of the payments made 
withig the year on account of both, is annexed. 

Probably none of the former kind of debt exists 
which is due, except what bas been furgotien, or 
the evidence of it mislaid; as all ever claimed, 
whether incurred in the Revolution, or since, has 
been promptly discharged. Itis fortunate that no 
new debt of a permanent charac'er has been re- 
cently created by the General Government; and 
the undersigned, for reasons formerly explained, 
which need not be here repeated, has uniformly 
considered itsound policy never to incar one in 
time of peace. But it will berecolleeted that Cen- 
gress, by an act passedin May, 1836, engaged, 
under special conditions, to make payment of a 
debt due from the cities of the Disirict of Co- 
lumbia to certain individuals abroad. 

The principal amounted of $1,500,000, and was 
to be paid in yearly instaiments of $60,000 
each, beginning the Ist ef January, 1841. Bat 
the interest was payable quarterly, and, during the 
last four years, has been regularly discharged by 
the Treasury. 

Within the past year, notice has been received 
from the agent of the creditors that payment of the 
first and subsequent instalments of the principal is 
desired to be made, when due, with punciuality. 
To insure acomplance with that wish, it will be 
necessary, besides meeting the interest quarterly, 
to advance $60,000 of the principal at the com- 
mencement of the ensuing year; and the residue 
must be paid, in like amounts, annually hereafter, 
till the whole is discharged. 

The canal stocks, assigned to secure ihese pay- 
ments, can, by the terms of the agreement, be sold 
toaid in reimbursing them. But, in the first in- 
stance, the money is to be taken from the Treasu- 
ry, under existing laws, which appropriate suffi- 
cient to discharge all outstanding debts; and a sale, 
if able to be made afterwards, must probably be at 
a great sacrifice. Congress may therefore, in its 
wisdom, think farther legislation on the subject 
expedient. 

This is alk the funded debt not dee, and Hike- 
wise all of it not paid, except, as before explained, 
the inconsiderable portions never yet demanded. 

In respect. to the unfunded debt: such small 
parts as: were created previous to 1837, and stil! 
remain unsatisfied, must, it is presumed, be in 
that condition from some accident, which has pre- 
vented a request to be made for payment. 

Wor has any of it, which was incurred since, 
fallen due, wihout being discharged whenever 
claimed. . i 

The whole balance of the four emissions of Trea- 
sury notes made since October, 1837, which was 
outstanding on the Ist instant, amounted oniy to 
$4,433,823. This is but $1,675,488 more than at 
the close of 1839, notwithstanding the great decline 
in our revenue since, and the unexpectedly large 
expenditures of old appropriations. connected with 
the Florida war, and the further adjustment of 
claims in behalf of Indians. 

Had these events not happened, less even than 
‘that amount cf netes would have been issued, and 
the Treasury might, with ezse, have redeemed 
within the year all that were outstanding. 


| 


Ii could haye done the same, also, with most of 
them, had Congress, a: the last session, passed the 
declaratory act concerning the tariff, modified the 
system of drawbacks to correspond with the existe 
ing duties, and adopted the propcsitions made for 
graduating tte price of the public jands, as well as 
ferming new land districts. 

It must be gratifying to lear, hov ever, that, 
though insommoded by the failure of those mea- 
sures, ard ihe uneapected cirumsiances before 
esumerated, the Department has been enabled, by 
other means under its control, to redeem every note 
presented, and to pay, with punctuality, ail debts 
that have fallen due. 

The eredit of the General Government has thus 
thus been preserved so high, that, instead of sacri- 
ficing its securities at large discounts, as in this and 
foreign nations some have been compelled to do 
with public stocks, the ‘Treasury notes have conti- 
nued at par during the year, though never bearing 
an interest higher ihan 52-5 per cent. and sub- 
ject even to the stoppage of thai, after sixty days’ 
notice, 

In fine, ona review of the whole subject, our 
situation respecting a public debt of any kind will 
be found a most favored one. Regarded as an in- 
dication either of the good state of the natienal 
credit, or the ample resources of the General Gs- 
vernmenf, or the discreet legislation relative to its 
fiscal ecncerns, it will be difficult to discover many 
eras more prosperous in these respects, whether in 
the annals of this er any other country. 

IV. The exports and imports within the year 
ending September 30, 1840, exbibit several striking 
peculiarities. While the foreign commerce of the 


country conslitutes the chief basis ot the revenue” 


of the General Government, and is indicative of 
the extent of cur surplas produce, the statistical re- 
turas in relation to the subject must excite constant 
attention awong s'atesmen and political economists, 
as well as merchanis, 

The exporis duiing the year are computed to 
have been 131,571,950. This amount is 
quite $10,543 534 more than in 1839, noiwithstand- 
ing the reduced price of some of our great staples, 
and is larger than ever existed before ia cur his- 
tory. ; 

Of the whole exports, only $17,809,333 were of 
foreign origin, This left those of domestic origin 
at $113 762,617, being $6,845,937 more than ia 
any previous year. 

Theimports during 1240 were «bout $104,805,891. 
Tais shows the great falling off from the previous 
year of $57,286,241. It furnishes, likewise, the 
principa Jexplination of the extraordinary diminu- 
tion which has occurred in the revenue from cus- 
toms; a diminution, however, which has been 
caused, in part, by evasions of the laws, new judi- 
cial constructions left uncorrected, and ihe pay- 
ment of too large sams for bounties and drawbacks, 
under an omission in the existing tariff to reduce 
them in a ratio equal to the reduciion going on in 
the duties. : 

The difference between our exports and i aports 
has usually been in favor of the laiter. Several 


years ago itranged that way abont seven millions’ 
D a 


of dollars annually; but, of late, the average has 
risen to near twenty millions annually; the excess 
of imports having been, in 1836 even, $61,316,995, 
and in 1839 $41,063,716. But during 1840, the 
extraordinary oceurrence of a reverse in this state 
of things has taken place. Such a circumstance as 
the exports at all exceeding the imports, is believed 
to bave happened previorsly only six times since 
the Constitwion was adopted; and then, never to an 
extent beyond $7,916 83L. Wow, however, with- 
out any irfl tion, acd in some important articles 
under a contraction of prices, the excess of ex- 
ports is not only moré than ever was known before, 
buy quite threefold grea’er, being computed to equal 
$26,766,059, 

Tris exerss having failed to produce the usual 
corresponding increase of imporis, bet, on the con- 


-trary, having been accompanied by a diminution 


peyer previously equalled in amount, except under 
the influence of the embargo in 1808, the wkole 
matter furnishes another proof of the hazardous 
fluctuations in the chief source of our present reyes 


nue, which Congress has been requested so repeat- 
edly to guard against by some permanent provision. 

It is also a strong illustration of the probability 
of the conjecture expressed inthe Jast annual re- 
port, that the country had become alarmingly in- 
debited abroad; in part on ordinary mercantile 
credit, but chiefly on stocks of corporations and 
States. 

To meet what would soon be due for interest 
alone, it was then supposed would require twelve 
or thirteen millions of the exports; and which, in 
that eveut, would of course furnish ne returns in 
imporis. The same result must follow yearly, till 
the old stocks are redeemed, unless new ones can, 
for some time longer, be sold; and the difficul- 
ty be thus deferred, though merely at the ex- 
pense of increasing the whole ultimate indebted- 
bess, 

But it is a source of great satisfaction to witness 
the indications which the unprecedented amount of 
exports, during the last four years, bas given of the 
continued prorperity of the country. 

Notwithstanding some depressions in particular 
branches of business, or in particular places, the 
general prosperity has been such as to create a 
large surplus of products, and to enable us to send 
abrcad immense and incréased values of them, 
however great the complaints have been as to low 
prices. 

These official records are some of the most au» 
thentic tests of truth, amidst contradictory conjec- 
tures on topics like these. They show that we have 
been able to spare, in exports of domestic produc- 
tions during the last four years, quite $408,894 743 
in value; while in no previous term of that length, 
since the adoption of the Constitution, have thry 
execeded $359,447,622. Except in the last two 
series of four years, they have never gone beyond 
$239,576,749; or, not two-thirds as high as from 
1837 to 1840. The whole tennage of the country 
has also advanced within the four years past, 
more than 20,000 tons. 

Seldom, indeed, if ever, has the navigating inte- 
rest, one of the great exponents of our wealih and 
increased commerce, been so prosperous as with- 
in the last twelve months. 

Tt is true that a portion of the increase in exports 
may be attributable to some alteration in the ha. 
bits of the community, not connected with additional 
wealth. 

The disposition in families to rely less on their 
own resource’, and obtain more by means of mer- 
cantile exchanges abrcad as well as at home, 
has, without doubt, grown more rapidly of late 
years than formerly, and tended to augment both 
the imports and exporis beyond what the real in- 
crease in the amount of products would indicate. 
Yet the great excess of exports during the last few 
years, over those of previous times, cannot all have 
arisen from these cireumstances. Granting, how- 
ever, that some of it has; the consequences to that 
extent, and in another view of the subject, are not 
so well calculated to excite gratification. Thein. 
creased dependence which the change of habits, in 
selling and buying so” much mcre of what is con- 
sumed, has cccasioned between different countries 
and these engaged in different avocations, as well 
as the increased credit thus demanded through 
many new ramifications, and ihe greater subjec- 
tion thus produced of almost every pursuit to the 
evils attendant on fluctuations‘ia prices, on bank 
expansions, and revalsions in commerce have pro- 
bably exercised an influence on the events of the 
last four years not inconsiderable nor salutary. 
Gombined with other causes, they must certainly 
have tended to effect a wide and unfavorable alte- 
ration in public manners; and may, in time, inflict 
an injury on the morals and character of the na- 
tion, which will more than counterbalance all the 
gains in wealth. 

V. The estimates of the receipts and expendi- 
tures for 184] next demand atteation. 

The actual receipts and’expenditures in that year 
can, of course, bz so regulated by Congress, 
through new legislation, as to reach nearly any 
amount it may deem proper. But the undersigned 
can neither increase nor. diminish them; though a 
duty is developed on him, in respect to the subject, 
while at the head of the Treasury, which he now 
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proceeds to perform —-of prerenting some opinicn 
concerning the amounis to which, under the exist- 
ing laws, aad the calis of the diferent department, 
they are likely to attain. 

He will further suggest any genera! changes 
which appear to him expedient, as well as any new 
means deemed necessary to meet all the burdens, 
which, it is apprehended, may be imposed. , 

The estimates f r the ordinary receipts and ex- 
penditures in the ensuing year differ some millions 
from what will be actually received and expended 
in the present one. 

It is calcula'ed, however, that the difference will 
be what is always most desirable,—-some inerease 
of the receipts, and a further diminution-of the ex- 
penditures. 

The estimates for the Jatter, in the present year, 
were made less than those of 1839; and the results 
have corresponded. Indeed, it isa cause of much 
gratification that the expectations heretofore che- 
rished, of materially reducing the public. burdens, 
have been verified to so great an extent. Thus, 
the expenses of 1838 fell below those of 1837; 


. while the expenses of 1839, notwithstanding the 


continuance of the Florida war, were .nearly eight 
millions below those of 1838; and it is expected 
that the expenses of 1840 will be from two to three 
millioas still lower, or quite ten millions less than 
those of 1838. , 

They would have been nearly twelve millions 
less, had not that war continued, and unusually 
large payments been made to Indians, ander old 
appropriativns. 

It is believed that -the ordinary expenses of 1841 
ought to fall some millions below these in 1840; 
as the pensions have dimisished by deaths, 
fewer Indians remain to be removed, several ex- 
pensive public buildings have been masly finished, 
aud hostilities with the Seminoles must be nearer to 
a close. 

. More details concerning the estimates for the 
next year will be proper, and will illustrate the cor- 
rectness of some of the preceding results. 

It may be stated, from. the best data in posses- 
sion of this Department, that the receipts, under the 
existing laws, wiil probably be as follows: 


From customs ‘ st + $19,000,000 
From lands x s i 3,500,000 
From miscellaneous Š , 80,000 
Add the expected balance in the 

Treasury, available on the Ist of 

January next 1,580,855 


The aggregate of ordinary means for 
. the next year would then be 

There will be nothing more, either of 

principal or interest, due from 

: banks, which is likely to be made 

available, except about . n 

A power will exist, under the act of 

3st March, 1840, to issue Treasa- 

: Ty notes till a year from ils passage 

expires, but not to make the whole 

- emission ` outstanding at any. one 

. lime exceed five millions of dollars. 

This will furnish additional means, 

equal to the computed amount 

which can be issued at the close of 

= the present year, being about . 


24 160,855 


220,000 


342,618 
Hence, there may: be added, from 
these several sources, so much as to 
` make the whole means for the next 
year é 4 : 

On-the other. hand, the expenditures 
for 1841 for ordinary purposes, if 
< Congress make no reduction in the | 
appropriations requested by the dif- 
ferent departmenis, are estimated 
at Š i . . 


24,723 473 


19,250,000 
This would leave a balance in the 
- Treasury, at the close of the year, 


equalto . . 3 - -5,473 473 


Bat certain payments must also be 
made on account of the funded and 
. unfunded debt, unless Congress au- 
thorize contracts to be formed for 
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extendirg the time of their pay- 
ment. Tous, there will be re- 
quired— i s g 
On account of :he funded deb!, chis 
foz the cities of this D.siriri 7 
For the redemption of Treasury notes, 
if all the others be issued which can 
be under the present Jaw, as then 
„tbe amount returned within A. D. 
1841 will probably not exceed 3 


$149,200 


4,500,000 
$4 649,200 


Estimated balance in the Treasury at 
the close of the next year, after all 
payments whatever . 


Thus it will be seen that if the whole of these 
charges, both ordinary and extraordinary, should be 
required to beextinguisbed in 1841, the estimated 
means will be sufficient for that purpose, bui may 
not, besides, leave so large a balance in the Trea- 
sury as is convenient and useful. The best mede 
of obviating any difficulty which might arise from 
that circumstarce wil! soon be considered by itself. 

For some further general view of the grounds of 
the estimate cf the expenditures for 1641, it will be 
necessary to adverta few moments to the new and 
old appropriations from which those expenditures 
are to be made. 

The new ones, proposed by the different De- 
partments for the service of 1841, amount to 
$16,621,520 28. 

Viz: Civil, diplomatic, and miscella- 


neous . $3,450,740 13 
Military ; 7,725,440 94 
Naval : 6 7 5,445,339 21 


Besides these, certain permanent appropriations 
under existing laws will become chargeable on the 
Treasury during the next year, in sams as fol- 
lows: 

For ordinary purposes. 
Military . . x , $864,000 
For other purposes. 
Pablic debt, including interest and 
first instalment for the District 

of Columbia a x 149,200 
Redeeming Treasury no'es . 4,500,000 

These would make the new charges, for ordiaa- 
ry purposes, under both new and permanent appro- 
priations, amount to $17,485,520 28. But, in- 
cluding the public debt and the redemption of 
Treasury notes, these charges would be $22,134,- 
72) 28. 

It will be perceived, therefore, that the aggregate 
of actual expenditures during 1841 bas been com- 
puted to be $1,764,480 higher than the estimated 
amount of new and permanent appropriations. 
This is done not only because some small over- 
sights have doubtiess occurred in the latter, and 
unavoidabie omistions, as will be seen by the 
notes, but some new private bills, granting money, 
may be pass d by Congress, anda greater propor- 
tion of the outstanding appropriations at the end of 
1840 (though reduced as much as three or four 
mulions less than at the end of 1839) may be ex- 
pended in 1841, ttan will be left unexpended of the 
new charges impssed. These lastiwo sems are 
usually computed to equal each cther. The De- 
partments calculate that $6,661,123 of the old ap- 
propriations will be required to complete the pur- 
poses originally contemplated by them. 

They propose only to apply about $3,749,904 of 
them to the service of the ensuirg year, without re- 
appropriation; and the residue, amounting to 
$138,578, it is expected wil] go io the surplus fund 
They estimate the whole of them at the close of the 
year to be $10,549,905. : 

VI. A few more explanations of other grounds 
for the estimates of receipts and expenditures for 
the next year may be useful. 

It will be noticed that the estima’es for both are 
founded principally on the existing laws. S.aould 
Congress, therefore, alter the tariff, so as to in- 
crease or reduce the duties, the expected amount of 
receipts must of course be varied in that propor- 
tion. - 

So it must be if Congress makes any essential 
change in respect to the public lands, and either 
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passes a graduation bill, and ereates new land: dis- 
triets in which surveys are ready fer large Sales, ad 
this would increase the immediate . receipts; or ‘if, 
on the other hard, it should distribute the proceeds 
of the szies among the Siates, as that would dimi- 
nish the revenue applicable to the purposes of the 
General Government, and render a resort to new 
taxation, an increased tariff, or a Joan, indispensa- 
ble, to the extent of the distribution. 

The estimates of the receipts from customs have 
been lessened somewhat, because the importation 
of certain articles paying a duty will, in 1841; bs 
partially postponed to 1842, in consequence of the 
great reduction in the tariff en them which wiil 
take place in the latter year under the existiag 
laws. l l 

So have they been on account of the greater pro- 
portionate bounties and drawbacks which are now 
returned on several articles, and some beneficial 
eperation anticipated from the Independent Trea- 
sury in checking speculation. E 

On the contrary, the revulsions in. business 
which have occurred since the middle of 1839, and 
degply affected the revenue of some other countries 
as Well as our own, and the protracted suspeasion 
of specie payments by many of the banks, which 
has continued over a large part of the United States 
since Ocieber in thai year, will probably terminate 
soon, by the salutary reaction of great commercial 
principles; and that event must be accompanied by . 
a considerable increase of imports and duties. 
The amount of the latter, therefore, has been esti- 
mated higher ihan the actual receipts in the pre- 
sent year, but not so high as they were in 1839 by 
about two millions, nor.so high as many anticipate 
they will be. But if the banks do not speedily re- 
sume, itis to be fsared that the estima’e will prove 
larger, instead of smaller, ihan events will verify. 

The revenne from lants must continue to. be 
lower under the present laws thin might otherwise 
be expected, because that portion of the vast. sales 
in 1835 an] 1836 which were made to speculators, 
must for some years longer come into the market 
in competition with the Goveramen!; and the emi- 
gration to Texas, as well as.the continuance of the 
suspension of specie payments by the banks over 
much of ihe West and Southwest, is likely to ope- 
rate injuriously somewhat longer, though probably 
with a force much diminished. 

In respect to the. estimates. for. expenditures, it 
need only be observed here, that any. considerable 
addition mace by Congrers to the new. appropria-. , 
tions called ior, would rc quire a provision of fur- 
ther means to meet them, corresponding in amount; 
and any diminution in thos: appropriations would 
also reduce, in a similar manner, the amount of 
means otherwise necessary. ; 

VII. Itis proper to advert next to the best mode 
of avoiding any inequality between the anticipated 
receipts and expenditures, either in 1841 or 1842, 

It has already been shown that the whole amount 
of receipts ja 1841 will probably be sufficient, to 
discharge all ordinary expenditures, and those parts 
of the outstanding debt, funded or. unfunded, 
which may become due, But the preservation of 
asviteble balanee in the Treasury may require 
more than what will probably be left after satisfy- 
ing other purposes. The raising of any sum for 
that object in 1841 could, however, be obviated by 
authorizing a contract to be made, under proper 
restrictions, extending the period of payment fora 
portion of the temporary liabilities falling due in 
that year. Yet, in the opinion of the undersigned, 
the best mode of providing for this case would be, 
without either an extension of this kind, or a loan, 
ora furtherissue of Treasury notes, or a change 
in the tariff} but merely by les.ening the appropri- 
ations for the service of 1841 below the estimates, 
or by passing sech declaratory clauses as to the 
present tariff, and such acts as to the public lands, 
as have heretofure been urged on the consideration 
of Congress. Pes) 

The arguments in favor of some further di- 


‘minution in our expenditures, and the general 


items in which the reduction is considered most 
compatible with the public interests, were 50 -fally 
exhibited in the last two annual reports as to.render 
a repetition of them unnecessary.. 2 s> : 

It was then believed that the laws could be alter- 
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ations at once, to such an extent that the expendi- 
tires need not exceed, in the aggregate, seventeen 
ighieen millions yearly, After more of the 


is completed, ihéy-could be beneficially contracted 
to eyen less than that amount. Such a ‘reduction 
- agis first adverted to seems, therefore, proper to be 

adopted vow, since ii could be effected without the 
probability of injury to any useful national esta- 
blishment, would promote public fregality, and su- 
wersede the necessity either of higher tariffs, direct 
zizes, Or permanent debts. 

‘Tf that be not done, the secondary measures be- 
fore suggested, such as a declaratory act to enforce 
tie present tariff, a suitable modification of the 
drawbacks and bounties; and the passage of bills 
graduating the price of public lands, as well as 


creating some new districts for the saie of them, | 


would be likely, if taking effect early, to yield a 
suitable supply in the course of the year. 

It will be observed, however, that though, under 
either of these arrangements, enough might be ob- 
tained within the whole of 1841 for the objects 
contemplated, yet not a due or sufficient propostion 
in the first quarter; because by that time all the 
measures are not likely to go into full operation, 
nor much of the anticipated increase to happen in 
the'actual receipts of duties under existing laws. 
Unusually heavy expenses wi'l also fall on that 
quarter in the next year. In addition to a full por- 
tion of most of the current expenses, andthe whole 
pension payments for the first half of the ye-r, and 
one-third of a million, or more, for all the annual 
fishing bounties, there will be imposed on it most 
of the charges for tae whole year connected with 
the session of Congress and private bills, as weil as 


large payments for taking the census, and for the | 


first instalment of the debt of this Distric'; several 
of them as early even as the first day of January. 
From these circumstances, and the considerations 


that all which is due from the banks may nct | 
be then paid, and that the balance in the Trea- | 
‘sury, under the policy adopted by Congress of late | 


years, will of necessity be small, while the fluc- 
tuations and inequalities are very great between 
the receipts and expenditures in different portions 
of the year, to which we are constantly exposed 
from causes that have on ‘former occasions been 
explained at length, it must be obvious that entire 
safety requires a conditional power to be seasona- 
bly conferred on the Executive to obtain at any 
time with 1841 such subsidiary means as may be 
needed for a few moths, and as may be. sufficient 
toenable the Tieasury punctually to discharge, 
during that year, all the liabilities imposed by Con- 

ess; : i 
There is another contingency under the existing 
laws, as to duties, which requires attention, with a 
view to be properly prepared for il; though legis- 
lation concerning the subject is not necessary so 
early asin the other case, because the event on 
which it depends cannot actually happen till the 
year 1842. 

Thus the progressive reduction of the present ta- 
riff; which has been going cn smce‘1833, will, after 
Decémber, 1841, take effect to a much larger ex- 
‘tent than heretofore. 
half of dollars will then be deducted at once. 

_ On the 1st of Joly afterwards, at least two mil- 
lions'and a half more of duties will be removed; 
making an aggregate, in six months, of quite five 
millions. -If the imports then should not differ 
much from those in 1838; this would leave an in- 
come from them, not probably exceeding ten or 
eleven millions of dollars yearly. It will therefore 
be necessary to make corresponding reductions in 
the expenditures of 1842, or seasonably provide 
olherwise, in some permanent manner, to supply 
any wants likely to happen from this cause, 

Should Congress conciude that such reduction in 
the expenditures ¢annot properly be made, and thar 
the imporis for 1842 will not increase beyond thoe 
in 1838, the amount of the defic ency would, in 
those ‘events, probably differ but little from five 
millions. Sech a deficiency would, under these 


circumstances, be likely to become permanent, and | 


‘may be considered the first of that character which 
will occur under the tariff act of 1833. 


ons terminate, and the removal of the Indians | 


Nearly two millions and a 


admit of safely curtailing the approprie |! Thecitlea that sueh a deficiency in time of peace 
ought to be sypplied by issues of Treasury notes, | 
as never been entertained by the | 
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or by a iogn, 
undersigned. Nor can it be countenanced by any 
sound principles either of finance or political ece- 


nomy. The inquiry then recurs, what other. mode 


extracrdinary surplus, it was considered prudent by 
Congress to make deposites with the States, with a 
view to be returned in an exigency, rather than to 
invest a periion of it safely and productively, so as 
to be realiz-d jnsuchan event. It would therefore 
be consis:eat with that arrangement to recall, in 


’ 1842, such part of the surplus as may be then 


needed. 

That course, however, appears not very likely to 
be adopted, since the former power given to this 
Department to recall these deposites has been taken 
away by Congress. 

Another practicable mode would be to resort to 
direct taxes. But this is so uasuited to the general 
habits, and so uncongeniai to the opinions ef most 
of cur population, that its adoption is not to be an- 
ticipated, Some other permanent resource must 
then be locked to. The choice will probably rest 
between the large reduction of expenditares, with 
the other accompanying measures before specified, 
and some extensive modification of the present ta- 
riff. Explanations have heretofore been given by 
the undersigned in fayor of the former course; and 
it would probably prove sufficient to meet the emer- 
gency, if the reduction be pushed vigorously, and 
especially if the imports after 1841 shall exceed 
those in 1838, which is regarded as probable. 

Bat Congress may not coincide wih him in opi- 
nion on these points, and, for covering the contin- 
gency, may consider the adoption of some perma- 
neni change in the tarif as preferable, and as not 
too early at the present session, to give full notice 
of iis character, before going into operation, in or- 
der that the diferent interests most affected ky it 
shall have time to beceme gradually adjusted to its 
provisions. 

In that event, it might be supposed that the un- 
dersigned had avoided due responsibility, and a 
timely discharge of duty, if he were not prepared 
to offer some views concerning the details, as well 
as genera! principles, which he deems applicable to 
such a change. He has therefore examined the 
subjec', and is ready to present the results at any 
moment either House of Congress shall express a 
wish to that effect. But he refrains from submit- 
ting them without a special request, because some 
doubt exist-, under circumstances which can be 
properly appreciates, as to the delicacy of his dis- 
cussing a measure at this time, which the Legisla- 
ture may not consider it nevessary to acton tilla 
new Congress assembles. 

VIIL The mode of keeping the public money 


| recently established by Congress, bas thus far an- 


swered the expectations of this Department. 

The numerous labors, perplexities, and delays of 
putting a new system into operation, have been 
mostly overcome, and no losses whatever are 
known to have occurred under it: 

Some of the provisions in the law are deemed 
objectionable in their details, and are respectfully 
recommended to Congress for revision. But they 
are not supposed to affect in the slightest degree 


i any principle involved in the measure. 


Thus, the ordinary clerks authorized are nume- 


i! rous enough, yet a principal one is needed at Nex 


York city, with such compensation as is usual ata 
place of so large and important business, 

On full inquiry, it has been found also that no 
site could probably be purchased for the erection of 
an cffice at St. Louis, which would be more suita- 
bie than a lot now owned by the United States; 
and it may be, under a further examination which 
is-In progress, that no new building could be erect- 


| ea on that site, which would prove more econcmi- 


caland convenent, than one which can be pur- 
chased already erecied. A suitable change in the 
appropriation on that subject is therefore respect- 


; fully recommended 


, A provision is needed likewise in case of vacan- 
cies, from any cause whatever, in the cffices of re- 
ceivers general and treasurers. One has formerly 


would be more eligible? When we. possessed an | 


been asked in relation to collectors of the customs, | 
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in cases Of removals did expirations of the terms 
ot office, to prevent an interregnum in the dis- 
charge of the duties. This might properly be 
adopted as to them, and extended to receivers gene. 
ral and the Treasurer of the United States, as weil 
as.of the Mint.and. its branches, in all instances 
whatever of vacancy or temporary inability of the 
principal. Perhaps the least objectionable mode to 
effect this object would be, to direct that the chief 
clerk of all these officers should, in such cases, and 
where no other jegal provision now exists, be au- 
thorized and required to discharge these duties, at 
the risk and under the responsibility of the prinei- 
pal and his securities, till the vacancy is filled, or 
the disability removed. 

In consequence of some defects in the pbraseo- 
logy of the penal paris of the act,a new clause 
extending them to all disbursing officers of every 
characier under the General Government would: be 
judicious. A further provision also, respecting 
the places of deposite, by disbursing cfficers, of 
money not in the Treasury, but drawn out and 
put into their hands for making payments, appears 
necessary. ; 

The keeping of such money is now regulated by 
the act of 3d of March, 1809; and if it is intended 
to bring it within the operation of the late law as 
to money in the ‘Treasury, it seems proper io do so 
by an explicit enactment. 

The section requiring disbursing officers to sell 
their drafts for specie alone, though certain pro- 
portions of paper are allowed to'be received for all 
public dues, appears notto be in symmetry with 
those other provisions. The general influence of 
the present system is believed to have been thus 
far salutary. The true standard of value has be2n 
rendered more familiar, conSdence has been ins 
creased in its stability, prices have gradually risen, 
business improved, and exchanges altered greatly 
for the better. 

If something has been or may te lost in conve» 
nience, (which is not unlikely,) by the increasing 
disuse of a paper currency for public payments, 
much more will probably be gained by the cir- 
cumstances before enumerated, as well as by the 
greater security in the use of specie, the more 
Stable value imparted by the present system to pro- 
perty and Jabor, and the strong check established 
by it, not only against defalcations, but against 
bank expansions, excessive speculations, and com- 
mercial fluctuations. . . 

Even any inconvenience attending this change 
in the currency used, if found particularly embar- 
rassing, can be overcome hereafter, and the sys- 
tem still maintained, should Congress feel disposed 
to adopt the measure which was suggested for that 
purpose by the undersigned in September, 1837. 

Such a measure would often furnish every ad- 
vantage of a circulating medium, easy of transpor- 
tation, of the highest possible credit, and at the 
same time requiring an equal amount of specie to 
be employed, (though in deposite,) and without 
subjecting any of the fiscal affairs of the Govern- 
ment to that legal dependence on corporations for 
their management, which is so objectionable: in 
many respects, as never to have been attempted in 
the management of any of its other affairs, civil or 
military. f . 

The topics of the condition of. the banks of the 
Union; the state of the currency; the proper places 
of deposite for the public funds, and other matters 
immediately connected with them, have engrossed 
a considerable portion of the annual reports from 
this Department for several years. 

But the keeping of the money in. the Treasury 
being row separated from ihe banks, and the kind 
of money to be received and paid out fixed by new 
iegal provisions, it is not considered material at 
this time further to discuss these matters, than to. 
submit the general remarks which will be found at. 
the close of this communication. 

IX. Some miscellaneous topics connected with 
the finances deserve a brief notice. 

The various measures heretofore recommended 
to Congress by the undersigned, and which have 
not yet been finaliy acted on, are again respectful- 
ly recalled to its attention. 

Without recapitulatigg them, it will be found, on 
a reference to former reports, that many of the sub- 
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jects-possess-much importance in a fiscal view, and 
every year’s experience has strengthened the con- 
viction of the usefulness of early agtion upon 
` them. i 
Tt affords me pleasure to state that, since the last 
sesion, the Neapolitan Government, under it- trea- 
ty.of indemnity, has paid promptly another instal- 
ment, which this Department has been enabled to 
“have remitted home early, and distributed among 
the claimants. 
The situation of the General Land Office, and 
its operations within the year, will be submitted se- 
parately in a few days. 
. Bix old land districts have been recently discon- 

` tinued, under the act of June 12, 1840. It is be- 
lieved that some others might economically and use- 
fully be abolished by Congress, thou&h not coming 
Within the provisions of that law. Buch is the 
office at_Greensburg,j Louisiana. One district in 
Indiana, including the capital of the State, is 
thought, from its peculiar posilien, io require spe- 
cial legislation to exempt it from the operation cf 
the late act, 

_ This occasion is taken, also, to renew the recom- 
mendations, before presented by this Department to 
Congress and the appropriate commitiees, for the 
discontinuance of certain officers now employed in 
the collection of duties; whose further services, it 
has been believed, could be safcly dispensed with, 

` in consequerce of the reduction in business of late 
years at the different places where they are station- 
ed. They include some collectors aud nava! ofi- 
cers, and several surveyors, amounting in all to 
eighteen, but whose offices. cannot be abolished 
without new legislation. 

All the subordinate custom-house officers, which 
it is compeent for this Department, without such 
legislation, to dispense with, and whose situation 
was in other respects similar, have already been 


discontinued, inctuding. within two years, more - 


than fifty officers, and, besides those, five vessels and 
boats, wiih neatly one hundred men, in the catter 
service. In about forty other cases, ihe compensa- 
tion of officers and light-house keepers has been re- 
duced. ; 

X. In closing this last annual report of the un- 
dersigned, il may be expected that he would ad- 
vert, for a moment, tothe general character of 
some of our financial operatious during the period 
of his connection with the Treasury Department. 

» Though employed in different Executive offices 
nearly ten years, he has been connected with the 
Treasury only from six to seven of them. 

During this term there has occurred much to 
evince the great fiscal power, as well as prosperity 
ofthe Union. Some reverses have, at times, cver- 
taken the rashness displayed by parts of the com- 
munity in- certain branches business, and have ex- 
tended their adverse influences to the revenue de- 
pendent upon them. But the period and the coun- 
try,: as a whole, have been almost unexampled in 
prosperous developments. 

- hus, in respect to our receipts. Notwithstand- 

: ing the unusual revulsions in imports on two ccca- 
sions, so sensibly lessening the. revenue; notwith- 
standing any losses sustained in those crises, by the 
Government, throvgh officers, banks, or merchants; 
and notwithstanding the biennial reduction in the 
duties, which has. by law been constantly going 
on, as well as the remission of several miliions 
to irailroad corporations, and under new judicial 
constructions; yet our condition has been so 
flourishing, as to yield a revenue during that 
time -sufficient, after all those deductions, to ac- 
‘complish the following important results. It has 
enabled the Treasury to meet the current expendi- 
tures of the Government, as well as the extraordi- 
nary ones by Indian wars, treaties, and other costly 
measures, and, without imposing any new taxes, 
or higher tariif, and withoutany new funded debt 
whatever, but extinguishing considerable remains 
of the old one, and paying the interest on that as- 
sumed for this}District,tosave the unprecedented sur- 
plus of more than twenty-eight millions of dol- 
lars, and deposite the same with the States for 
safe keeping till needed by the General Govern- 
ment. ; : 

.The only permanent aid in effecting this, beyond 
the receipts {rom ordinary sources, has Leen the 
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debt due from the United States Bink, of about éighi 
millions, and the Treasury notes now outstanding, 
equal to nearly fonr and a half millions. But dur- 
ing that period, a sum not far from the first amount 
has been applied tothe discharge of the principal 
and interest of the old funded debt; so that, to- 
wards the payment of a!l! other expenses, only be- 
tween four and five millions, beyond what was 
temporary, and what has already been refunded or 
adjusted, have been received from any extraneous 
souree whatever. s 

It follows, therefore, that the current revenue, 
notwithstanding all reduetions, has been adcquate 
to defray both the ordinary and extraordinary de- 
mands, and, afer taking from what is deposited 
with the States, sufficient to extinguish every kind 
of indebtedness created on account of the Genera! 
Government during the same period, to leave on 
hand the large balance of nearly twenty-four mi!- 
lions. 

Itis true that the available su msin the Treasury 
atthe commencement and close of the period in 
question will probably prove different in am cunt; 
but if made equal, a surplus wonld etill be left, 
which is likely to exceed seventeen cr eighteen mil- 
licns of dollars. 

Beside this recorded evidence cf the prosperity 
of the e: uatry and the fiscal ability of the General 
Government in those years, it is gratifying, amidst 
many misapprebensions concerning the subject, to 
reflect on anoiher circumstance connected with our 
financial operations, which bas also become matter 
of history, It is this: Tnouzh destitute of the aid 
ofa United States Bank asa fiscal agent during ‘hai 
period, and baffled by various unremedied imper- 
fections in the Jaws connected wiih the finances, as 
well as embarrassed by two suspensions of specie 
payments by mavy ef the State banks—one sti!l 
continuing; yet the Treasary has been able to make 
its vast collections, trans‘ers, and payments, with 
promptiiude, aud in most cascs with specie cr its 
equivalent. 

Some correct judgment can be formed of the ex- 
tent and difficulty of tbese eperations, when it is 
recolJecied that the whole sums which have thus 
been collected, without deducting fractions, added 
to thore sums which have been paid over chiefly 
by another class of cffvers, bave exceeded 
the extraordinary aggregate of $360 000,060, 
and been dispersed over a territory of nearly 
two million square miles ia extent. It is, more- 
over, ascertained that the whole losses within 
the same time by defaul's, Jarge and small, and 
in al kinds of cifices, will probably not equal 
half of one per cent. on that amonnt; and iow- 


| ever official celinquencies may, in some cases, 


have Inevitably been aggravated by the unpre- 
cedented speculations of ihe times, and by 
great revulsions and failures among banks 
and individuals, thoselosses will not be one-fourih 
so large, in proportion to the amounts collected and 
paid, as in some previous terms, when the system 
under a United States Bank was in full operation. 

A few words may be proper as to the expendi- 
tures during the same period. Though they were 
of necessity. augmented by some of the circum- 
stances before mentioned, two Indian treaties only, 
out of a large number, having already involved us 
in the expense of nearly twenty-three millions of 
dollars; yet the aggregate of all has been much re- 
duced since the influences of those causes ard the 
impulses of an overflowing Treasury have dimi- 
nished. The expenditures have fallen yearly since 
1837, till they are now only twenty-two and a half 
millions independent of any debt and trusts, and 
are supposed to be in progress to a stil! lewer 
amount. 

The undersigned has earnestly urged amore rapid 
reduction. He has has considered the great safe- 
guard against a too splendid central government, 
which would constantly threaten to overshadow all 
State independence, and attract the ambition of most 
of the friends of State Rich's from humbier pahsof 
frugality and principle into the dazzling vortex of 
higher patronage, honors, and emoluments. While 
the stimulants to excesses shall continue to lessen, 
nothing will be necesssary te insure the furiher suc- 
eess ofan economieal policy, but perseverance in 
retrenchments, wherever they are practicable with- 


out injury to the pnblic int T 
Indians being” mostly finished, and, tH 
causes of frontier wars extinguished, unless 
objects of expenditure b> selected; öra g 
largement given to some -already~ existing, the 
whole amount must, of necessity; contract “hereat 
very rapidly. The same result will be- farther 
promoted by the deaths of pensioners, increasing 
through advanced age, and the completion of ‘many 
public works, as well as by persisting in a: firm po~ 
Hey to avoid the wasteful expense of -unnecessaty 
foreign collisions, and to refrain from those lavish 
expenditures for certain domestic objects; over 
which the jurisdiction of the General Government. 
is often questionable, and which always open the 
widest door to extravagance, favoritism, and cor- 
ruption. l 

One of the greatest evils to the publie service, as 
Well as to the security of private business, during a 
part of the above period, has consisted in the fuč- 
tuations to which both have been subjected. * 

With only a single year intervening, and with- 
out any material change in the tariff, or any what- 
ever 1n the price of the public lands, we haye seen 
tne revenue from ordinary sources suddenly vary’ 
from nearly fifty milions annually to eighteen; and,” 
on iwo occasions since, vibrate to the extraordi-: 
nary extent of nearly eight and eleven millions: 
yearly. 

The transaciions of individuals upon which our 
revenue depends, must, of course, have undergone 
an unusual change at the same time. i ae 

The imports fell within two years, in the case 
first referred tc, from near one huiidred and ninety’ 
millions to one bundred and fourteen; and in’ ‘the 
single year jast passed, fell almost sixty millions, 
Such inflations and contractions must be destruc- 
tive ef all confidence in calculations for the future, 
while the causes of them shall continue to operate’ 
unremedied, ae: ee 

What were those causes? Š f 

They wiil be found to have been chiefly connect- 
ed with the abuses of banking. On the ‘occasion 
first referred to, they were the superabundance 
of a fictitious medium of circulation, with the at- 
tendant overtradiug and speculations in 1836, and 
the consequent suspensions of specie payments’ in 
1837, as well as the disasters and scarcity of any 
medium till the laiter part of A. D. 1838. Then 
another expansion commenced, extending into 
1839, and accompanied by another increase in ime 
ports of nearly fifty millions, which ended again. in 
the contractions by banks, suspensions, and: com- 
mercial reverses, which have suddenly reduced the 
imports cf 1840 more than one-third, and in many 
places augmented seriously the embarrassmenis be- 
fore existing from similar vecillations in the paper 
currency. 

Row far some imprudences abroad, al the same 
time, similar to these, though in a country enjoying 
any advantages which can result from a National 
Bank, may have augmented the evils here, by 
means of the intimate moneyed relations between 
us, need noi now be. discussed, though probably 
their induence was large and unfavorable. - 

The causes first named were, likewise, in full 
Operation here in 1816 and 1817, and were sue- 
ceeded by many of the same deplorable conse- 
qvences in 1819 and 1820. One followed the 
other as inevitably as the ebb of the tide succeeds 
its flood. 

The great principles of trade can never be long 
violated with impunity; and any fictitious or unna- 
tural excess of credit scon ends in revulsions, as the 

essence of legitimate ecommerce consists in an exe 
change of values for each other, or of values for 
what truly represen's values, and can- be readily 
converted into them. 

Ail business otherwise becomes a mere game of 
hezard; speculation must enter into every affair of 
life; riches and poverty will be dependent on- the 
merest bubbles; prices will change oftener than the 
wind; regvlar.ty in receipts and expenditures. be 
impossible; esumates for the future, whether: in 
pubiic or private matters, become mere conjectures; 
tariffs require yearly alteration to meet- tbe fuctua- 
tions of business; and the community be kept- une 
der the constant excitement and depression of the 
hot and cold fits of a violent fever, 
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Whe first remedy sought in 1816, by the esta- 
blishment of a National Bask, was supp:sed, during 
a few ensuing years, to have aggravated those evil; 
and the next remedy, adopied in 1824 by a high ta- 
rif, did not.prevent the low prices and bankrupt- 
cies of 1825, which covered the country with 
wrecks and ruin. ; 

Undoubtedly, the: 'sést relief on such occasions is 
to be found in removing the cause of the dissase. 

‘ So far as regards the General Government, this 
was attempted in 1837, and since, by gradually 
withdrawing from the use of banks and their pa- 
per in its fiscal operations, so as neither to stimu- 
late ‘nor ‘c:ntract their issues by other influences 
than ordinary business; and by urging on those, 
who might find their employment sometimes useful, 
a clover regard in doing it, to the safe and sober in- 
fluences of the universal laws of trade, as well as 
an inflexible adherence to the constitutional stan- 
dard of value. , 

Wnile the General Government shall continue to 
pursue such a course, it will mitigate and check the 
evils which others produce, and which they alone, 
under the limitations in the Constitution, are able 
entirely tò remove. At all events, it will faithfully 


perform a momentous duty, and exhibit a useful- 


example for imitation. 

In a period of peace and comparative exemption 
from public debt, as well as from serious difficulty 
in. financial operations, it would hardly seem pro- 
per to attempt more by assumptions of doubtful 
powers, and by forced constructions in favor of 
measures by no means certain, if adopted, not to 
aggravate rather than diminish existing evils, and 
not to prod ce others of a character still more dan- 
gerous. Much less can it be considered respeciful 
either to Sate rights or the people, and certainly 
not competent, in the opinion of the undersigned, 
to exercise such powers by erea'ting moneyed cor- 
porations among them, which many of their num- 
ber have repeatedly denounced as unconstitutional, 
and the authority to establish which was originally 
refused rather than confided to the General Go- 
vernment by the people and the States that formed 
it. But, some other powers expressly conferred 
can, without question, be exercised furter than has 
yet been done by Congress, and in such a manner 
as to produce very beneficial ecnsequences upon 
the currency. Still, it is hoped they will never be 
pushed so.as_ to trespass on ground really doubtful 
under the Constitulion, and prevent the States 
from continuing to exercise all the legitimate au- 
thority they now poisess as to banks and debts, 
however much it may bè regretted that public 
opinion has not yet run with more strength against 
the abuses of both, and led to their prompt corre c- 
tion. It is not proposed at this time to go into the 
consideration of farther details on these points. 
But the danger lo be guarded against now, seems 
to be rather of an opposite character from that of 
overaction by the General Government in the 
exercise of ils express powers, On the con. 
trary, apprehensions exist that it may not con- 
tinue firm in the support of all which has al- 
ready been accomplished in connection with the cur- 
reney If it should not, and should thus not aid 
to correct in any degree the rashness of many to 
force something like a formidable stam power 
into all kinds of business, without due ‘guards to 
prevent cons'ant and fatal explosions, myriads of 
individuals, as well ‘as some corporations and 
BStates,.are likely to be overwhelmed in still wider 
rain, and will ere long probably look to no escape 
except the application of the sponge of a general 
bankrupt law to all private liabilities, and the un- 
constitutional assumption of the public ones by the 
General Governy ent, so asto tax oppressively 
those portions of the community who have any 
thing left to pay for the losses ‘and follies of the 
rest. 

A remedy which has been adverted to by some, 
and which consists in the creation of more credit, 
to cure the mischief of an existing excess of eredit, 
or the formation of larger banks with like power 
of abuses, in order to correct smaller ones, must 
usually aggravate the evil; and therefore, where it 
is free from constitutional objections, may, i1 point 
of expediency alone, well be discountenanced. 

A plan of free banking, adopted by the States, 
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properly guarded and secured by provisions simi- 
lar to those recommended by the undersigned as 
‘long ago as 1836, with such others as reflection 
and experience may sanction, appears far prefera- 
ble. Bat, independent of that, no changes in the 
present sysiem, as to banks, seem wor:hy of strenu- 
ous exertions, except those whose direct « bject shall 
be to make safer, to restrict, control, and reguiate 
better the institutions that already exist rather than 
to incorporate more. Above all, should public 
efforis be directed to strengthen the certainty of 
prompt specie payments as to all notes out, and of 
a nearer approach to uniformity in the amount of 
issues in similar sta’es of trade; and of specie on 
hand, instead of multip!ying them for speculation 
or cupidity, and thus keeping up a succession of 
expansions and contractions, which will only in- 
flame the existing disorders, and render the continu- 


ance of great flactuations in all publicas weil as 


private affairs uvavcidable, endless, and ruinous. 
With much respect, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury, 
To the Presipenr of the Senate of the U. S. 
CE RO RE L: ETES 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 
War Department, 
December 5, 1840. 
Sır: Sinee my report of the Jast year cn the se- 
veral branches of the public service committed to 
my charge, the army has been actively and usefully 


employed in Florida, and on the Northern and 


Western frontiers. 

The design entertained by the Department, of 
keeping the regiments entire, and concen‘rating the 
troeps whenever it is practicable to do so, has been 
persevered in with the most beneficial results. A 
commencement has likewise been made in esta- 
blishing depots for the reception of the recruits of 
each separare regiment, where they may be drilled 
and disciplined before they are sent cf to their re- 
spective stations in garrison orin the fielé. The 
recruit ought never to be sent to join his company 
on service, until he is thoroughly taught the duty 
of the soldier; and this instruction will be better 
given at regimental than at general Cepots. By di- 
viding each regiment into two bodies, in the man 
ner proposed, every important statien in the 
country may be occupied, either as a place cf de- 
pot or a rendezvous of the regiment; and, by a 
proper distribution of the latter, the intermediate 
forts may be temporarily occupied by partial detach- 
ments, without injury to the discipline of the whole 
ecrps. I cannot too strongly urge the adeption of 
this method of distributing our litte army in time 
of peace. To divide it into small permanent de- 
tachments will be to destroy its efficien¢y and: its 
discipline, and, in the event of war, to expose the 
posts to be captured, and the whole regular forces 
of the country to be uselessly sacrificed. Apart 
from that natural and well-grounded jealousy 
justly entertained against the existence of a laige 
standing army in ovr country, sound policy anda 
due regard for economy render vuch an establish- 
ment altcgether unadvisable; and it becomes ne- 
cessary, therefore, to provide other means of de- 
fending our northern and maritime frontiers against 
the dangers to which they would be exposed at the 
commencement of a war. None other cecur to 
me, than those Í bave already recommended, viz: 
Central positions for the regular ferces, from 
which they could move upon any point of attack or 
defence; and such an organization of the volun- 
teer or militia forces as would enable them to 
maintain the posis intrusted to their charge until 
relieved by the regular troops: a system which 
ought tote matured in time of peace. 

For the Western frontiers, posts, garrisoned by 
regular. troops, cannot be dispensed wilh. They 
need not be very large; but they ought to be con- 
structed of fire-proof materials, and ia sucha man- 
ner as to be defensible by a small garrison 
against any number of men not provided with artil- 
lery. A plan which will effect these objects per- 
fectly has been. devised by the Chief Engineer, 


. and been adopted. The quarters for the men ought, 


likewise, to be built-of durable materials, and be per- 
manently furnished with iron single bedsteads, in 


licu of ihe double and treble wooden bunks now in 


use. This change, for obvious reasons, should be 
introduced into all the barracks in the United 
States. iy 


The chief and best position for the concentration 
of troops, independently of the regimental rendez- 
vous, is, for the Northern frontier, near Albany,in the 
State of New York; and near St. Louis, in Missouri, 
for the Western—points from which easy commu. 
nications radiate to every part of those extensive 
lines of defence, and whence troops may be trans- 
ported with certainty and rapidity wherever their 
presence may be required. For the maritime fron- 
tier of the Gulf of Mexico, | would recommend, in 
addition 10 the permanent fortifications pianned for 
its defence, and-now being erected, the establish- 
ment of a depot, somewhere below the falls of the 
Ohio, for armed sea steamvessels. This would 

cem to furnish the best means of bringing the vast 
power of the upper country to the defence of the 
coast, and of using it, when there, in the most ¢ffi- 
cient manner, A certain number of vessels of war 
might be kept in constant readiness, streng enough 
to carry a gocd battery, and light enough to descend 
the river at all seasons, and to cross the bars of the 
Mississippi. These boats ought to be of iron, as 
combining lightness, strength, and durability; and 
might be constructed of the requisite size for about 
fifty thousand dollars each. Materials should be 
collected for the construction of boats to be built of 
wood, and stored until wanted; when, with the vast 
resources in workshops and mechanics along the 
shores of the Ohio, they might be put together in a 
very short time, and a fleet, equipped and manned 
with the hardy boatmen of the Western waters and 
a few able-bodied seamen, might be floated to the 
ocean, fully equal, with the existing and contem- 
plated fortifications, to protect the whole Gulf fron- 
lier. The very able report on the defences of the 
country, made bya board of distinguished officers, 
and submitted to Congress during the last session, 
proves-conclusively the absolute necessity of preserv- 
ing and continuing our system of permanent maritime 
works of defence, and exhibits in the clearest manner 
their superiority over floating batteries of any and 
every description. In thisview of the subject I fully 
concur, and even think that the facility with which 
our coasts and harbors may be approached and 
entered by steam vessels of war renders strong 
permanent works more than ever necessary. The 
projectiles which will be used in fature wars 
will, from their size and description, prove de- 
structive to any wooden battery, and give an im- 
mense advantage to stone walls over any fabrics 
that can’ be penetrated by shells. It may be pro- 
yer hereto remark, that the capture of the casile 
of San Juan de Ulloa, at Vera Cruz, has led many 
persons to suppose that stone revetments might be 
destroyed by shells. This is incorrect. After that 
event, I caused experiments to be made at Old Point 
Comfort, by firing, at point-blank range against a 
stone wail erected tor the purpose; the shells broke 
against it, making very little impression. No 
doubt, therefore, need be entertained of the ability 
of our building materials to resist hollow shot. . I 
do not think, however, that the permanent works 
Should be the oniy defences relied upon, but re- 
gard moveable steam-batteries as essential auxili» 
aries. These eught not, in my. opinion, to 
be large vessels, but of light diaught of water, 
capable of carrying two guns fer throwing 
shells of eight or ten inches diameter, and so 
constructed as to present a small surface to 
the fire of an enemy. These steam-batteries 
should be manned by artillerymen, and be under the 
command of the officer charged with the defence of 
the harbor fortifications, so as to secure harmony of 
action. In order -o test the practicability of mak- 
ing bomb-cannon of the calibre of ten’ inches, the 
Chief of the Ordnance, Colonel Bomford, was sent 
to Boston, where he has conducted a series of ex- 
periments with the most satisfactory results. Ire- 
commend that these guns be adopted into the ser- 
vice, and form part of the armament of our fortifi- 
caticns, and of our steam floating batteries. - Some 
successful experiment have, likewise, been made 
with war rcckets; and a machine constructed for 
preparing them appears to'answer the purpose pet- 
ectly. 
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‘Tie great amount of property vesied by the Go- 
vernment in arms, amounting to severai millions 
of dollars, no less than the risk to the nat:ona! safe- 
ty by adopting any new inventions without being con- 
vneed of their superiority, by long-tried experi- 
ments in the field, has induced me, generaliy, to 
discountenance their introduction into the service.. I 
fear that every attempt to increase the rapidity of 
firing, such as facilitating the loading by opening 
the breech, or by multiplying the chambers of the 


gun, will fail, as they have hitherto done, after in- ` 


volving the Government in great expense. There 
is, however, one improvement, which has been 
fairly tested in the field by the armies of Europe, 
and which presents sa many decided and ascer- 
tained advantages, ihat I am corstrained to recom- 
mend its adoption into our service—{ mean thesub- 
stitution of percussion for flint locks. ‘The altera- 
tion may be made on the muskets now in the arse- 
nals; and measures ought to be adopted to constrect 
all new arms, whether rifles or muskets, with per- 
cussion locks. 

~ Having repeatedly recommended, without effect, 
the establishment of a national foundry; and hav- 
ing reason to fear the most serious consequences to 
the service frem the want of proper regulations to 
govern the contracts with private establishments; 
with your consent, I sent to Europe the board of 
officers who had been for some time employed in 
fixing the patterns, forms, and dimensions of the 
artillery, in order that they might acquire such in- 
formation as would enable the department perma- 
nently to regulate this important branch of the ser- 
vice. I am happy to state that, wherever they 
have been, the national establishments have been 
thrown open to them, and, with praiseworthy libe 
rality, every facility afforded to their researches. 
They have returned home, a‘ter having attained 
all the advantages which were expec'ed from their 
investigations; and the knowledge they have ac- 
quired will be applied to the practical improvement 
of our ordnance. A concise report of their pro- 
ceedings while in Europe is herewith transmitted, 

in connection with that of the officer in charge of 
the Ordnance Depaitment. 

_In the expectation that Congre:s would sanction 
the creation of a corps of sappers and miners, (an 
addition to the army at once necessary and eco- 
nomical,) I sent an cfticer of the engineer corps to 
the school for sappers and miners in France, to ob- 
tain that practical infcrma:ion of the art which is 
not possessed, and cannot be acquired, here. The 
French Government,.with its accustomed liberality 
and kindness,permitied in every instance cur officers 
to attend its schools of practice, and afforded them 
equal means with i's own to pursue their studies 
there, allowing them privileges not generally grunt- 
ed to foreigners; thereby evincing, as the Minisier 
of War is pleased to remark, the friendly disposi- 
tion of his Majesty’s Government towards the United 
States. This feeling, you have authorized me 
to say, is fully reciprocated, and the liber: lity of 
French Government duly appreciated. The offi- 
cers sent ts the school of cavalry at Saumur have 
returned, after a twelvemonth’s instruction, and 
are now employed in a manner which I trust will 
enable the Department very much to improve the 
cavalry service. 

The advantage of separating the staff officers 
from the line of tae army, and the very serious in- 
conrenience to the service from the present system, 
have been before brorght to your view, but cannot 
be too strongly or too frequently urged. The pre- 
sent organization of the army does no: allow a sin- 
‘gle supernumerary office: in a regiment, and the 
companies are rendered inefficient from the ab- 
sence of those officers who are on staff duty. The 
discipline of the troops is most injuriousiy affected 
by this arrangement; and if they are opposed in 
the field to regular forces, such a deficiency would 
prove faial. 

I beg leave to bring to your notize once more the 
expediency of extending the law of March 2, 1837, 
which provides for the enlistment of boys for the 
naval service, so as to embrace the army. and ord- 
nance corps. Its effect would be equally beneficial 
to. the class of people to whom the boys beleng, 
and to the army. H would secure to the sons of the 
former a comfortable subsistence, proper moral re- 
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straint, and a goud practical education, . white it 
wouid provide fsr the army well instructed non- 
commiscioned officers, so difficult to be procured 
by enlistment, and without which an army cannot 
be efficient. a 

Iam happy fo state that experience bas proved 
the correctness of the opinicn formerly advanced, 
that the ineresse and proper organization of the 
staff department would produce a more economi- 
cal administration of its different branches. In. the 
expenditures of the Quartermaste:’s Department, 
especially, a very considerable resuction has been 
made during the last year; in some measure pro- 
duced by the fall of prices, but arising in a moch 
greater degree from the increased efficiency and 
better administration of the department, in conse- 


. quence of the number of officers under the present 


organization bearing a more due relation to the la- 
borious duties and high responsibilities of this im- 
portant. branch of the military service. 

In consequence of the suspension of the applica- 
tion of funds appropriated for the proseention of 
the works under the supervision of the Quarter- 
masters General’s cffice during the season for ac- 
tive operation, little progress has been made in 
them since wy last report. I now recommend that 
the fol'owing works should be recommenced and 
completed as soon as prac:icable: Fort Gibson, Fort 
Wayne, and Fort Smith—ihe two former as soon 
as healiby sites are determined upon. I am not 
perfectly satisfied with the reports in relation to the 
proper position for Fort Gibson; and as it is con- 
teraplated to erect permanent works in the vicinity 
of the old fort, it is important that the site should 
be selec’ed with great care. That on which the 
works cf Fort Wayne were commenced, proved to 
be so very uphealinful that it became necessary to 
abandon it, and to remove the troops to a more 
favorable position. Pursuing that line, small forts 
should be cons'ructed at Spring river and Marais 
de Cygne; and west of it, at the head of the navi- 
gation of the Kansas river, and northwest of Fort 
Leavenworth, at Table Creel, on the Misscuri, 
below the mouth of Platte river. To connect this 
last post with Fort Snelling, a fort ought to be 
constracted at or near the forks of the Des Moines. 
From the information I have received, I believe 
the erection of any works at the western ex'remity 
of Lake Superior to be unneressary; and, fer the 
present, advise that Fort Snelling remain the most 
northern post. 

During your administraticn, nearly forty--ne 
thousand Indians have been added to those already 
residing near the western boundary, while the ad- 
ditional securities to the border States have not 
been commensurate to the additional dangers to 
which such an increase of warlike and di: content- 
ed neighbors exposes them. In the act of placing 
the Indians there, by which the iaterior States are 
so largely beneiited, the Government has contract- 
ed a solemn obligation, not only to defend that peo- 
ple when atlacked, but to anticipate the danger, by 
erecting such works as will ensure their safety, and 
inspire them with confidence in the means employ- 
ed for their protection. 

It affords me great gratification to be able to re- 
port that the Canada frontier has been free from 
any disturbance since I had last the honor to ad- 
dress you on that subject. Your advice to cur 
fellow-citizens on that border appears to have pro- 
duced the most salutary effect, and the excitement 
which existed there has, I am happy to think, en- 
tirely subsided; and no further apprehension need 
be entertained of a violation on their part of our 
neutral obligations. 

Owing to the expenditure of the appropriations 
for fortifications having been suspended, the works 
on this frontier have not been much advanced, but 
they will, itis expected, be completed during the 
next season. In addition to those already autho- 
rized’, I earnestly recommend the erection of bar- 
racks at Spring Wells, near Detroit, and at a posi- 
tion between Buffalo and Black Reck, in the State 
of New York; and also a strong work at the outlet 
of Lake Champlain. — 

On the Northeastern frontier, until the boundary 
question is settled, I would advise that the works 
be confined to the erection of barracks at the 
junction of the Mattawamkeag and Penobscot rie 
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vers. .Darivg the pas: year, ihe works.on the maris - 
time frontier have been carried on slowly, and the 
still remain in an unfinished staté.. In relation i 
the defence of our Atlantic and Gulf coasts,-and of. 
our harbors and dock yards, I beg leave'te refer to 
my report of last year, and to that made. duringake 
last session of Congress, in reply to.a call of the — 
Senate for information on these subjects... Their” 
condition remains unaltered, and the expediency of 
providing for their ccmpletion unchanged. . The 
whole coast from Passamaquoddy bay to the Sa- 
bine river is exposed, on every point not defended 
by nature, to be invaded with impunity; and, in the 
event of war, the expense of attempting to protect 
this long line by troops for one year only, would 
cost more than to erect the works which have been 
planned, and which are deemed sufficient to defend 
the several points of attack along.the whole coast. 
lt is true that aa enemy could retain possession of 
any portion of our territory only for a short period. 
But to defend an unfortified point of attack, or to 
drive an enemy from a position he might- occupy, 
would be attended with great expense of blood and 
treasure; and while I feel confident that the stout - 
arms and brave hearts of our fellow-citizens would 
ultimately prevail, and drive any enemy from our 
soi}, L cannot approve the policy which would exe. 
pose the best and bravest of our artisans and work- 
inemen to encounter, without discipline, and. with- 
out the cover of fortifications, the trained bands of 
mercenary soldiers they would be opposed’ tox 
When we take into consideration the character of 
our people, and sparsesess of the population in proe 
portion to the extent of our soil, itis not wise to rely 
altogether for our defence on numbers and untaught 
valor. The battalions that must fight our battles are 
composed of soliers taken from every class of the 
community, and the issze of every contest must 
neecsvarily deprive the country of some: of its best 
ani werthiest citizens. Every effort ought, there- 
fore, to be made to farnish them the means of pro- 
tection, and to instruct them them to defend them- 
selves, so that the loss we must suffer on such oc- 
casions may be as light as pessible. 

No appro; riation having been made at the last 
session of Congress for the works of internal im- 
provement which were under the superintendence 
of this department, they have, for the most part, 
ecased. I adhere to the opinion expressed in my 
last report, that the system requires to be revised, 
both with regard to the principle upon which such 
improvements ought to be authorized, and the mane 
ner in which they ought to be conducted. 

The reportof the Chief of the Tepographical 
Engineers, submitted to Congress at its last session, 
contains an elaborate statement of the history and 
progress of all the works of internal improvement 
carried on by the orders of Gcvernmens; to which 
I beg leave to refer. It is to be regretted that Con- 
gress neglected, at its last session, to appropriaie 
the small amount asked for clearing away the time 
ber lately accumulated at the Red river raft, which 
cbstracts the navigation of that stream. The ex- 
denditure necessary for this purpose is perfectly le- 
gitimate, as all the necessary supplies for the troops 
stationed at Fort Towson are transported up this 
river; and the measure is recommended by its eco- 
nomy, the additional cost of transportation by land 
for one year, when this navigation is obstructed, 
being greater than the amount required to defray _ 
the necessary expense of removing the drift timber. 
It is recommended that provision be made for the 
employment of a few laborers and a boat for a 
short time every season; and it is believed that ina | 
few years the necessity for such a precaution will 
cease, and this portion of the river remain perma- 
nently open. Í 

The survey spoken of in my last report has been 
completed, and a map constructed, which embraces 
that portion of the territory ofthe United States 
lying between the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, 
from their confluence to cur northern boundary, 
and limited by the parallels of latitude 39 and: 49 
north, and the meridians 90 and 100 west of Green- 
wich. It is based upon numerous astronomical 
observations, (not less than two hundred and forty- 
five,) on actual surveys, and on the best informa- 
tion which the exploring party could procure of 
such small portions of the Indian territory as they 
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means and time. A very extensive series of barce 
metrical: observations were also made, and the 
zealous co operation of men of science, occupying 
stations in the several States, who observed at the 
same-periods of time, bas enabled Mr. Nicolet to 
compare his own with those of others made in dii 
ferent quarters of the Union, and thus accurately 
to determine the relative level cf the whole region 
represented by the mep, as well as its elevation 
above the ocean, thereby indicating the zlimate and 
face of the country., The map will be accompanied 
by’a report calculated to give an accurate know- 
ledge ot that distant country; and it is believed that 
the results of this survey will be useful both to the 
Governinent and to the people, and prove an ac- 
ceptable accession to geography. It will serve, like- 
wise, to exhibit the manner in which future surveys 
of the country are to be made, if, as it is hoped, 
they should be authorized by Congress. It appears 
to be very desirable that those remote regions of 
our country should be known; and the surveys 
ought, in my opinion, to be extended by degrees to 
the sources of the Missouri, and across the Rocky 
mountains to the Pacific ocean. Nor ought that 
portion of our country which is nearer and mòre 
accessible to be neglected. The existing maps do 


not rest on accuraie data. Tse true courses of | 


our great rivers, and the forms of the magnificent 
chain ‘of lakes which stretch along our northern 
border, are yet to be truly defined. The interests 
of the rising commerce of the West require that hy- 
drographic surveys of these inland seas and great 
avenues of trade should be made without delay. A 
small annual appropriation will enable the Go- 
vernment lo efect this important objec:, through 
the agency of the topographical corps, which is 
composed of officers fully capable of performing 
this duty. No survey ofany description should be 
made, in future, without being accompanied with 
astronomical and barometiical observations. In 
this manner a series of pesitions may be deter- 
mined, and the means: gradually furnished of ac- 


quiring a nore perfect knowledge of the geogra- | 


“phy of the country; and thus of constructing an ac- 
curate map of the United Sta'es—objects of vast 
importance to the interests of their navigation and 
commerce. : 

‘The Military Academy has been conducted in a 
manner highly creditable to the superintendent, and 
Satisfactory to this Department. Every effort has 
been made to enforce discipline, and to instil into 
the minds of the cadets a love of order and a high 
sense of their moral and religious duties; and it is 
believed that the standard of discipline, mora‘ity, 
and religion, at this institution, is equal to that of 
any other college or academy in the United States; 
while the mathematical and military studies, as far 
as the theory is concerned, are as complete as those 
tanght in any school in America or Eurcpe. 
Nothing is required to give our young officers 
the same advantages as are afforded to those of 
other countries, but schools of practice, which are 
about to be established, and to which the gradu- 
ates are to be sent for one year after they are 
commissioned, and their des'ination ascertained, in 
order to perfect them in the practical duties of that 
branch of the service to which they may be attech- 
ed. The new library building is nearly completed; 
and the mural towers atiached to it, for the purpose 
of making astronomical observations, and teaching 
pract.cally that important branch of science, are 
well adapted for that object. The professor of 
astronomy was sent to Europ, in order to procure 
some instruments which are needed, acd to ex- 
amine the several great observatories there, accer- 
tain the manner in which they are fitted up, and 
witness their methods of observing. He has re- 
turned with information which cannot fail to be 
highly interesting and useful. 

‘Whenever the condition of the Treasury will 
permit, it is very desirable to erect new barracks 
at West Point. Those at present there are dilapi- 
dated buildings, originally badiy constructed, and 
now in a siate of decay, which renders them asuna 
healthy as they are inconvenient. The concurrent 
testimony of each succeeding board of visiters for. 
several years past shows the necessity of 1enewing 


were prevented fromi examining by the inevitable. 
dangers attending the attempt, or from want of” 


“these buildings. Witka view to spread generaily 
throughout the country a knowledgeof this institu- 
tion, it has been decided to appoint eighteen visiters 
from alternate Sta‘es every year, formieg the re- 
mainder of the hoard from officers of the army and 
navy of the United Siates. ` 

I must again repeat my recommendation that 
two of the present pay masters be appointed assist- 
ant paymasters general, with the rank of lieutenant 
colonel. Thi: very important branch of the ser- 
vice is incomplete under its present organization; 
officers of higher rank are required to super- 
intend the operations of those of the enrps ‘who 
may be on duty in the field. 
of justice to the latter, to allow them a moderate 
per centage on the payments they may make to 
volunteers and militia, to cover the unavo:dable 
losses to which they are exposed from being at 
times compelled to make these payments in a bur- 
ried and informal manner. 

No loss or inconvenience has resulted from erm- 
ploying, during the last season, Indian agents to 
pay the annuities and make the reeu'ar disburse- 
ments to the tribes over whese interests they have 
been appointedto watch. These duties have been 
well and faithfully performed; but, as a sysiem for 
the final disposal of these important and responsible 
duties, the plan resorted to on this oceasion js in- 
complete; and I again recommend a small increase 
of the number cf paymasters, and that this duty be 
permanently assigned to that branch of the military 
service. 

Ta rendering justice to the character of the off- 
cers of the pay department, and to the efficiency 
with which their duties are discharged, I cannot 
forbear to bring to your notice the defects of the 
present system of paying the army, and the evil 
consequences which result frem it. From the re- 
moteness of the posts, the soldiers are paid at long 
intervals, and the guarantee of soldiers’ debts given 
by the regulations to the sutlers, ir deces them to 
give credit to the whole amount allowed; a disposi- 
tion of which the thougktlesssoldier generally avails 
himself to the full extent, and on pay-day has the 
mortification to see nearly his wžole pay c:rried off 
by the suuer. This occasions great discontent; 
while, on the conirary, those soldiers who happen 
Not to be ia debt to the sutler receive Jarre 
amounts, which they too frequently waste in dissi- 
pation; and, until these sums are expended, the 
post presents a scene of alternate drunkenness and 
punishment. The only remedy for these evils will 
be found in the prohibition of credits by the sut- 
lers, and more frequent pay ments tn the troops. 

The officers of the medical staff have maintain- 
ed the high reputation acquired: by their zealous at- 
tention to their duties in garrivon and in the field. 
The very strict examination to which candidates 
for this branch of the service are subjected before 
admission, insures bigh professional attainments 
in those of the lowest rant; and that which the of- 
ficers themselves undergo before promotion, leads 
them to severe application, for it must appear that 
they have not only retained the knowledge ac- 
quired at col'ege, but alse kept pace with the pro- 
gress of medical science, or they cannot be pro- 
moted or retained in the service. It is not surpris- 
ing, therefore, that this branch of she staff con- 
tinues to be distinguished fer professional attain- 
ments and cheerful devotion to their duties. 

The report of the board of medical efficers, ap- 
pointed, by your direction, to ascertain the relative 
advantages of Pittsburgh and Wheeling for the lo- 
cation of a marine hospital on the Upper Ohio, in 
favor of the former, having been approved by you, 
the selections under the law for purchasing sites 
for marine hospitals on the western waters are now 
complete. The amount appropriated for that pur- 
pose not proving sufficient, the officers jutrusted 
with the performance of that duty made condition- 
al arrangements, subject to the ratification of Con- 
gress, I respectfully recommend that such an ap- 
propriation be asked for, as will enable this De- 
partment to. carry into effect the benevolent inten~ 
tions of the law. 

Having, in several instances, found deficient the 
tides to land cn which forts and other public works 
ate erected, measures were adopted to perfect 
them; ang T am happy to report that I found, on 
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all occasions, the State authorities willing to cone 
vey to the United Siates the land whereon such 
works are situated: The Department has not yet 
succeeded in settling the question of the right of 
property in the Peapatch island, net withstanding 
its utmost efforts to do so. This is to be regretted, 
as ils possession is essentially necessary to the de- 
fence of the Delaware. The works to be erected 
there, cannot, from the nature of the soil, be 
thrown up in haste, but will require much time to 
complete them; leaving, in the event of war, the 
approaches to Philadelphia almost entire'y ex. 
posed. è 

A new edition of the Army Reguiations has been 
diawn up, and is about to be published, with such 
amendments and additions as the experience of the 
last four years has dictated. 

It is a subject of great regret to me to be com- 
pelled to ‘state that every effort to terminate the 
contest in Fiorida has, so far, proved unsuccessful. 
On Genera! Taylors retiring from the command of 
the army there, (which he did, by permission, in 
May last,) it devolved upon Brigadier General 
Armistead; who, notwithstanding the advanced 
season, commenced active operations against the 
Todians, and, in many instances, succeeded in break- 
ing up their encampments, destroying their fields 
and crops, and making some few prisoners. In 
order to render the regular forces available for of- 
fensive operations, a brigade of Florida militia was 
raised for the defence of Middle Florida, acd placed 
under the command of Brigadier General Leigh 
Read, of the Territorial militia, with instructions 
to defend the portion of the Territory situated north 
of a line of posts occupied by the regular troops, 
extending from the AUantic, south of St. Avgus- 
tine, intluding two stations east of the St. Johne 
river, Pilatka, Wheelock, Micanopy, Watkahoo- 
tee, Wacasacsa, a post between the last and Fort 
Fanning, and Cedar Keys. 

The troops that were ia the service of the Ter- 
ritery, in virtue of a law of the Legislature of Flo- 
rida, were mustered into that of the United Siates, 
and form pari cf General Read’s brigade, which ` 
has been inereased to twelve hundred mounted and 
five hundred fooimen, and may be raised to fifieen 
hundred mounted end five hundred foot; a force 
which is considered ample for the protection of 
that portion of the Territory assigned to General 
Read’s command. Some depredations having 
been committed in’ the neigborhood cf the Okefe- 
nokee swamp, four corapanies of Georgia militia 
have been mustered into the service of the United 
States, are charged with the defence of the Geor- 
gia frontier. ` 

Certain of the hostilechiefs having signified to 
General Armistead their desire to treat, they were 
invited to meet him at Fort King on the 7th ult. 
and, from the circumstance (deemed fortunate) of 
the presence there of a delegation from the West- 
ern Seminoles, hopes were entertained of termi- 
nating this protracted struggle by the peaceful re- 
moval of the remaining Indians. After some days 
Spent in negotiating, and afer giving reiterated as« 
surances of their desire to emigrate and rejoin 
their brethren west of the Mississippi, the Indians 
suddenly disappeared, without any assignable 
cause for this abrupt rupture of the negotiations. 
Hostilities have, in consequence, been renewed, 
and will be preseeuted vigorously. 

The reaular troops now in Florida amount to 
about 4,500 men, and the militia in ‘service to 
about 2,000. I recommend that authority be given 
the Executive to engage the services of this de- 
seription of troops for a twelvemonth, or during 
the continuance of hostilities in Florida. The 
term of three -months is much too short to ensure 
efficiency; and frequent enlistments are a fruiiful ’ 
source of insubordination, as well as of great ad- 
ditional expense. 

The number of Indians emigrated from the in- 
terior to the West, since the year 1836,. amounts to 
very nearly 41,060, of which about 5,000 were re- 
moved during the past season; and Iam happy to 
add, that the condition of those’ who are settled in 
their new homes continues to be represented t0 us 
as prospercus and happy. The differences which 
unfortunately sprung up between the Western 
Cherckees and the late emigrants of that tribe, up- 
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on their first arrival on the Arkansas, have been 
happily adjusted; and I have accordingly directed 

_ that. their annuities, and other moneys due ta them, 
should be paid, and placed them upon the same 
footing as other emigrant tribes. Fiom the cha- 
racter of this nation, and the advance made by 
many of their number in civilization and in the 
arts of life, itis honed, now that they are removed 
from the evil influences which heretofore beset 
them, their progress in moral culture and -physical 
comfort will be rapid and lasting. Convinced that, 
if any great and general reform is ever to be ef- 
fected among the Indians, it must be by means of 
education, every exertion has been made to pro- 
mote it; not by disjointed effuris, but Ly adopting 
a system intended to embrace the establishment of 
primary schools over the whole Indian territory, 
and of institutions of a higher order at suitable 
points, designated with a view to the convenience 
of the Indians, and of easy access. Fort Coffee, 
on the Arkansas river, which has been abandoned 
as a military post, has been selected for one of 
these establishments. This situation possesses very 
decided advantages; and the system by which it is 
proposed to. improve them has my full approbation. 
For the details of the plan, I refer to the accompa- 
nying report of the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs, and particularly to bis instructions for carry- 
ing it into effect, addressed to the Superintendent 
of the Western Territory. 

While on this subject, it affords me great grati- 
fication to be able to speak in terms of merited 
praise of the Methodist manual labor school in the 
Shawnee country. The laborsot that sect, so dis- 
tinguished for their Christian zeal in the cause of 
Indian. civilization, are likely to be crowned with 
success; and there is reason to bope that the 
high expectations raised by this extensive establish- 
ment will be fully realized under its present pious 
and competent instructors. The Department would 
be happy to promote similar establishments on the 
part of other religious secis, equally zealous, no 
doubt, in spreading the light of the Gospel among 
the Indians, and-equally disposed to advauee their 
moral culiure. It is convinced that, to produce 
durabie beneficial effects by education, it must be 
made practically useful; and that those domestic 
arts which are imparted to cur youth by the ex- 


ample of their parents and associates, and form, | 


asit-were, a partof their nature, mus: be taught 
the Indian in the schools, and instilled into bim by 
education. 

_Perseverance for one or two years longer in the 
policy of removing the Indians from the baneful 
and destructive influences which surround them 
within the Siates and Territories, wil! unite the 


remnants of tribes, still within those limits, to their ! 


brethren in the West; offering, as itis believed, 
the only chance, not only of civilizing the red man, 
but of perpetuating his ex’stence. 

By the accompanying report of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, it will be seen that the. number 
of pensioners of every description now on the 
tolls in all the States and Territories, and in the 
Dis rict of Columbia, (except those paid out of the 
navy pension fand,) amounts to forty-four thousand 
toree hundred and ninety-four; of which two thou- 
gand and seventy-two cases have been admitted 
since the period of the last annual report. The num- 
“per of deaths of pensioners that have cecurred dur- 
ing the last year, and been reported to the Depari- 
ment, is sixleen hundred and five. From the 
number of unclaimed pensions, it is believed that 
any more have died, of whose deecase we have 
no information. The number of invalid pensioners 
is now four thousand two hundred and eighty-nine, 
having increased four hundred and fouiteen since 
1833: this increase is to be attributed, principally, 
to the hardships of the service in Florida. The 
number of Revolutionary pensioners under the act 
of March 18, 1818, has. decreased from above 
twen'y thousand to seven thousand nine hundred 
and forty-seven. Under the act of June 7, 1832, 
thirty-one thousand eight hundred and eight have 
béen admitted on the pénsion roll; of which num- 
ber, twenty-three thousand two hundred and seven 
yet remain. Eleven hundred and eighty-six pen- 
sioners were admitted under the law of May 15, 
1898, for the benefit of officers and soldiers of the 
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continental army who served during the war; only 
six hundred and five are now. borne on the rolis. 
The number of widows pensioned under the act of 
July 4, 1836, is three ihousand four hundred and 
sixty-eight, of. whom two thousand seven hundred 
and sixty survive. Five thousand nine hundred 
and twelve widows have received the benefit of the 
act of Juiy, 1838; but the list is now reduced to 
five thousand five hundred 2nd eighty-sx. All of 
those now on the rolls will be dropped on the 4th 
of March next, when the term of. their pensions 
expires by law. From the number of applications, 
the Commissioner is of opinion that not less than 
fourteen hundred willbe added to the year 1841. 

The total sum drawn from the Treasury during 
the past year, to pay pensions, amounts to two mil- 
lion forty-eight thousand six hundred and sixty- 
three dollars, exclusive of navy pensions. 

_The experience of two years confirms the opi- 
vion I formerly expressed of the vexatious opera- 
tion of the law of the 6th of April, 1838, which 
fixes the short period of eizht months for the re- 
turn to the Treasury of unelaimed pensions. Tne 
intention of the law, no doubt, was to withdraw 
(hat sum from the pension agent; whereas its opera- 
tion, on the conirary, draws that additional amount 
from the Treasury at Washington, while it pro- 
duces disappointment, inconvenience, delay, and 
expense to the poor pensioners 

By the fourteenth article of the Cherokee treaty 
of December 29, 1835, ratified May 23, 1836, it 
was agreed on the part of the United States that 
such warriors of the Cherokee nation as were en- 
gaged on the side of the United States in the last 
war wilh Great Britain and the Southern tribes of 
Indians, and who were wounded in such service, 
sbali be entitled to such pensions as shall be al- 
lowed them by the Congress of the Uaiied States, 
I respee'fully suggest that Congress be asked to act 
upon this section of the treaty. There are not 
many Cherokee warriors who come under that de- 
scription, but they are very destitute; and the good 
faith of the Government is pledged in their favor. 

I cannot forbear bringing to your notice the ex- 
posed contiticn of the important archives of this 
Department. Many of them are kept in small 
buildings, at an inconvenient distance from the 
War Office, and surrounded by combustible maie- 
rials. A plain fire-proof building, capable of con- 
taining a'l these deiached offices, might be con- 
structed for a sum, the interest on which would not 
exceed the amount now required for paying the 
rents of those now occupied for the purpose, 

All waich is respectfully submitted. 

J. R. POINSETT. 
The Presipzenr of the United S:ates. 
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Sra: In the performance of a duty annually de- 
voiving on this Department, Í respectfully submit 
the following report: 

The squadron in the Mediterranean remains the 
game as it was at the date of my last report, and 
consists of the Ohio 74, the Brandywine (first class 
frigate,) and the Cyane sloop of. war—the whole 
under the: command of Commodore Isaac Hull. 
This force has been found fully adequate to the 
protection of our commerce, whieh has remained 
unmolested in that quarter. 

The squadron on the Pacific station is composed 
of the frigate Constitution, the sloop of war Si. 
Louis, and the schooner Shark, under Commodore 
Claxton. Since the date of my last report, the 
schooner Enterprise, then on her way home, and 
the sioops of war Lexington and Falmouth, which 
had been directed to return, have arrived in the 
United S aies, and have been replased by the sioops 
Yorktown and Dale, now on the eve of sailing for 
thé Pacific. The squadron, when joined by these 
vessels, will consist of a frigate of the first c'ass, 
three sloops of war, and a schooner. Commodore 
Claxion bas been directed to despatch the York- 
town.oh a cruise to the Sandwich and Society 
Islands, New Zealand, the coast of Japan, the Gulf 
of Galifornia, and the Ladrone: and Marquesas, 
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for the general protection of: our whaling interests, 
and oiher commercial purposes. oo oao n Sy 

The squadron on the coast of Brazil under Com- 
modore J. B. Nicholson, at the date of my last rer 
port, was composed of the razee Independence, 
and the sloops of war Fairfield and Marion. |. 'Tae, 
two former have returned ‘to the United States, 
Commodore Nicholson having been relieved in, the 
command of that station by Commodore Charles:‘G. 
Ridgely, whose force. now consists of the Potomac, 
first class frigate, the sloops of war Decatur and 
Marion, and the schooner Enterprise. The diffi- 
cul iss between the French Government and that of 
the Argentine Republic still subsisting, and the 
blockade continuing to be rigidly enforced, it has 
been thought expedient to augment this force, aud 
the sloop of war Concord is now on the eve of sail- 
ing for that purpose. , 

Tre squadron employed in the Gulf of Mexico 
and the West Indies, under Commodore William 
B. Shubric¥, at the date of my last report- consisted 
of the frigate Macedonian, and the sloops of .war 
Outario, Erie, Warren, and Levant. The Ontario 
has been ordered to the North for repairs, arid the 
Erie, being found unfit for s:rvice, has been. de- 
tached from the squadron. The remaining vessels, 
with the excaption of the Warren, were directed. to 
leave the staticn during the hurricane months, and 
preced to the North. Commodore Shubrick ac- 
cordingly Jeft Pensacola in July last with the Ma- 
eedonian, Levant, and Erie, and arrived at Boston 
ia August. Thence he proceeded to Eastport, and 
on his return visited the principal poris on the 
coast as far south as Norfolk, where, in conformity 
with his instructions from the Department, he de- 
livered the command of the West India squadron 
to Commodore Jesse Wilkinson, who had been ap- 
pointed to relicve him, and who has proceeded to 
bis station, The command of Commodore Wil-- 
kinson now consists of the Macedonian frigate and 
the sloops of war Levant and Warren, which force 
is deemed sufficient for the protection of. our inte 
rests in tbat quarter in the present state of things. 

Thegfrigate Columbia and corvette John Adams, 
employed ina cruise in the Indian and China Seas, 
under Com. George C. Read, for the protection of 
the commerce of the United States in that quarter, 
have returred home. The frigaie Constellation, 
and sloop of war Boston, have recently sailed for 
Rio de Janeiro, where they will replenish their 
supplies, and receive Captain Lawrence Kearney, 
new in command of the flag ship on the Brazilian 
sation, who will hoist his pendant on board ‘the 
Constellation, as commander of the Eest India 
squadion, and proceed with that vessel and the 
Bosten to carry out kis instructions. 

The Exploring Expedition, as stated in my last 
repoit, wes at Callao, whenze Lieutenant Wilkes 
sailed on the 6th July, 1839. Since that period he 
has visited the Society Islands, Navigator’, Group, 
New Zealand, and various detached islands, with 
whose inhabitants he held the mest amicable inter- 
course, and wiih the ports and harbors of which he 
made himself particularly acquainied...On the 
26:h December, 1839, he left the port of Sydney, 
in New Zealand, and preceeded to penetraie the 
Atlantic sea. On the 19th January following, the 
Vincennes discovered land in latitude 66.2 south, 
longitude 154 27 east, and had soundings in thirty 
fathoms water. The same day the Peacock made 
a similar discovery in latitude 6631, longitude 
153.40, and obtained soundings at a d«pth of three 
hundred and twenty fathoms. Lieutenant Wilkes 
cvasted along this land, and had sight of it at va- 
rious limes for a distance of eighteen hundred 
miles, and has denominated it the Antartic Conti» 
nent. Ttisto be regretied, however, that the vast 
masses of ice, with which it is.every where de- 
fended, prevented a nearer approach ihan fifteen 
miles, and rendered it impossible to land. It is dee 
scribed as presenting one vast mass of snow and 
ice, apparently rising almost perpendicularly from 
the sea, aad will probably forever baffle the efforts. 
of man to explore its interior, or convert it to any. 
usefnl purposes, i KinG 

After repeated aad persevering, efforts to: ap 
proach the coast and effect a` landing, Lientenatit, 
Wilkes, his officers and men, having suffered: ses 
verely from intense cold and the exposures inejs 
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dental to’ this hazardous enterprise, returned to 
Sydney.the 11th of March, 1840, wh:re he was 
joined by the Peacock and Porpoise, the former of 
which bad been in imminent danger from coming 
in contact with an island of ice. Lieutenant 
Wilkes speaks in the highest terms of the condact 
of the officers and crews of the Expedition. At 
the last dates, the 6:h of April, he was at the bay 
of islands, New Zealand, whence he was shortly to 
‘proceed to carry out his ins:ructions. 

The steam frigate Fulton has been employed 
during the past season in experimentitg with Paix- 
han guns and shot, under the direction of Captain 
Perry; and with a view to afford as many. officers 
as possible an opportunity ef becoming acquainted 
with the-practice of gunnery, as largea number of 
supernumeraries have been atiached te her as shs 
could accommodate Tne reports of Captain Per- 
ry present very interesting results, and it is _con- 
templated to continue the experiments for the pur- 
pose of demcnistrating the relative advantages of 
the Paixhan guns and those in ordinary ‘use, as 
well as affording a useful practice to our naval of- 
ficers, by attaching them in sucezssion to this 
vessel. 

The surveys on the Southern coast of the United 
States, directed by the act of the 3d of March, 
1837, have been completed under the superiniend- 
ence of Lieutenant Glynn, and itis expected thit 
the Department will be enabled to-lay before Con- 
gress either at or shortly after the commencement 
of the session, complete charts of all the ports and 
places which have been surveyed. 

The brig Consort, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Powell, is now’ occupied in surveying the 
coast from the bay of Apalachicola to the mouth 


of the Mississippi, as direeted by the act making | 


appropriations for tne naval service,approved July 
20, 1840. 

The sloop of war Preble, Commander Pieese, 
has been employed on the coast of Newfound- 
land and Labrador, during the late fisking season, 
in protecting the rights and interests of American 
citizens engaged in the fisheries. On the te: mina- 
tion of the cruise she returned to Poriland, whence 

- she was ordered to. Boston for examination previ- 
ous to being sent on foreign service, 

The brig Dolphin, Lieutenant Bell, and the 
schooner Grampus, Lieutenant Paine, have been 
employed on the coast of Africa, in the suppres- 
sion of the slave raie. They returned at the 
commencement of the sickly season, ani bave 
since sai.ed in pursuit of the same object. The 
presence of these vessels on the slave c vast, dur- 
‘ing the season in which this disgraceful traffic is 
carried on, will in all probability in a gteat degree 
arrest ils progress, so far as it has been prosecuted 
by the assumption of the American flar, and do 
much to relieve the nation from the unmerited stig- 
ma of participating in a trade equally in vi lation 
of the laws of the United States and the policy of 
their Government. From the report of Lieutexan’s 
Bell and Paine it appears that the traffic in slaves 
is now carried on principaliy under Portugucse co- 
lors, through the medium of slave Stations, as they 
are denomina'ed, established at different points of 
the coast, under the protection of the neighboring 
native chiefs, who furnish the slaves and receive 
in reuri goods manufsctured in Eagland express- 
ly for this purpose. Here the slaves are collected 
until an opportunity offers for the slaver to ap- 
proach the land under cover of night, and receive 
them on board. “Both officers are of opinion that 
SO long as these stations are permitted to exist, and 
this barter carried on, all attempts effectually to ar- 
rest the traffic in slaves will end in administering 
oaly partial remedies, which will but aggravate the 
disease. There can be litle doubt that the num- 
ber of ‘slaves transported from Aitica is now 
greater than it it was previous to the adop‘ion oi 
measures for its prevention and puavishmen', which 
it would seem have served. no oiher purpose than 
to excite the cupidity of unprincipled adven:urers, 
by increasing the valve of slaves, and thus pře- 
senting temptations which overpower all apprehen- 
sion of consequences. 

Darig the past year three small schooners, the 
Flirt, the Wave, and the Otsego, which had teen 


previously procured and employed by the War 


Department, under the act making appropriations 
for suppressing Indian hostilities, approved 34 


March, 1839, having been placed under the direc. ` 


tion of this Department, were employed on ihe 
coast of Florida, under Licutenant McLavghlin. 
That officer lately returned to the North in the Flirt, 
bringing with him the men whose terms of service 
had expired, together with the sick and disabled 
attached to the expedition. He hes since sailed 
with men sufficient to complete the complement of 
all bis vessels, as well as fer boat s:rvice. An 
additional number of marines has alsc been at- 


tached to his command, with a view to operaticns - 


on land against the Indians, as well as the protec- 
tion of the lives and p:operty of the Citizens, and 
the preventicn of the introduction of supplies for 
the use of the enemy. 

The two steam frigates commenced under the 
second section of the act approved 34 March, 
1839, one at New York, the other at Philadelphia, 
have been so far completed that the former will 
be ready for launching in a few days, and the 
Jatter in the ensuing spring, as soon as the Dela- 
ware is free from ice. The engines and boilers 
are also in a course of speedy completion, and 
when finished, will te placed on board, snd the 
vessels prepared for service without delay. 

The apprentice system continues in operation; 
and thus far, its results are highly satisfactory. 
Tht conduct of the young lads is generally ex- 
emplary, and such is their rapid progress in the 
art of seamanship, that by the time they are of 
age forssa service, cur commanders generally pre- 
fer them to older seamen. I take this occasion to 
recommend ikat this system be fostered to ihe ut- 
most extent of which it is susceptible, being fully 
Opinion that it presents one great means of 
of partially, at least, remedying that increasing 
scarcity of competent petty officers and able sea. 
men, which greatly embarrasses the operations of 
the navy, delays the sailing of our public vessels, 
and places the defence cf the honor and interesis 
of the United States under the protection of crews, 
a great portion of which are foreizners. 


This scarcity of seamen for the uses of the navy 
is, I apprehend, owing to the high wages they re- 
ceive in the merchant service, and the comparative- 
ly short periods of their engagements in commer- 
cial voyages; to the absence of an apprentice Sys- 


tem in the mercantile marine; and the discharge of | 


seamen when their terms have expire? on foreign 
stations, where the s:ductions of climate and the 
allurements of pleasure attach them to the soil, and 
whence many of them never return, or return so 
enervated as to be comparatively unfit for active 
service. The inquiries I have instituted result in 
the fact that many of our seanfen are now scattered 
amorg the islands of the Pacific, and on the coast 
of Suath America; and though directions have beea 
given to reclaim them whenever it may be found 
practicable, there can be little doubt that a large 
number are thus. irretrievably lost to their country, 
I have also sufficient reason to believe that the mo- 
dification of the navy ration, which was proposed 
to Congress, but which has not been definitely acted 
on, would, if adopted, contribute materially to at- 
tach our seamen more permanently to the service; 
and Itake this occasion earnesiiy to request that 
the carly attention of Congress may be invited to 
this subject generally, as one of vital importance to 
the well being of the navy. 

The accompanying re portand lettsr from the Com- 
missioner of Pensions,exhibit the number of pension- 
ers, the amouatof their pensions, and the mears now 
remaining at my disposal to meet thore which may 
become due the Ist of January, and Ist of July, 
1841. From these documents it will appear that 
under the operation of the navy pension laws, and 
most especially that of the 3d of March, 1837, the 
navy pension fand, which at tre 
its paysage amounied to upwards of a milion of 
dollars, the annual interest of which was sufficient 
to meet all demands, now consists of one hundred 
thousand dolla:s in Cincinnatti five per cent. stock, 
ercatly deoreciated, fourteen thousand dollars of 
stock of the Bank of Washington, in the same 
situation, thirty-three thousand three hundred and 
thirty-nine dollars five per cent, steek of the city 
of Washington, and eleven thousand four hundred 


% 


pericd of | 


dollars of stock of the Union Bank of Georgetown, 
the latter tutally unsaleable at this time. ` 

By the same statement it appears that the sum of 
one hundred and fifiy-cn2 thousand three bundred 
and fifty-two dollars and thirty-nine cents, will 
be required in the course of the year 1841, to meet 
demands arising out of the present pension list, and 
that consequently, eitheran appropriation of that 
sum, during the present session, must be made, or 
the pensioners will remain unpaid, and the faith of 
the nation, which was pledged to make good 
any deficiency in this fund, remain unredeemed. 

The estimates which accompany this report have 
been prepared with a due regard to economy on 
one hand, and the protection of the honor and inte. 
resis of the United States on the other. The 
number of vessels now in commission is fully equal 
to those employed in preceeding years, and it is be- 
lieved that during the p2st year, neither the persons 
or property of our citizens have any where suffered 
outrage or wrong for want of due attention in af- 
fording the means of protection and redress. g 

It will -kbe perceived that the Board of Nayy 
Commissioners have again presented an estimate 
for additional clerks, wbich I am satisfied are in- 
dispensable to the prompt performance of the du- 
ties of that office, which are daily increasing, and 
which there is no reason to believe will suffer any 
diminution in future. 

Respectfully submitted. 
J. K. PAULDING. 
To the Presipenr of the United States. 
renee 
REPORT FROM THE POSTMASTER GENERAL, 
Post Orrics DEPARTMENT, 
December 7, 1840. 

Sır: I submit a report, showing the service af 
this Department the past year, its present condition, 
and future prospects. 

The extent of the post routes in the United States 
covered by mail service, on the 30:h June last, as 
near as can be ascertained, was 155,739 miles. The 
annual transportation on these routes, at the rate 
existing on the 30th day of June iast, was about 
36,370,776 miles. i 

The annual cost of transportation, estimated at 
the rate of pay existing at the close of the year, was 
$3,296,876, viz: 


Miles, Cost, 
By hor:eand sulkey; ` 12,182,445 $789,668 
By stage and coach, 20,299 278 1,911,855 
By steamboat and railroad, 3,889,053 595,353 


Total, 36,370,776 $3,296 876 


In addition to this service, the mails by steam- 
boats and other vessels, under the Sth’and Gih sec- 
tions of the act of 1825, are estimated to have cost, 
the last year, about $9,000; and there has been paid 
for ship and way letiers, about $26,000. 

The resolu iin of Congress of May 14, 1836, au- 
therized the Postmaster General to extend the term 
of the then existing contiacis for six months, so ag 
to have them terminate on the 30th of June, instead 
of the lastof December. In pursuance of this aus 
thority, the contracts which woulg have expired 
with the present year were extended to the 30th 
June, 1841; in consequence of which, the lettings 
tbat would otherwise have fal'en into the year 1846 
will not take place until the spring of 1841. The 
advertisement for this service has been prepared, 


| and will soon be published. 


‘The new routes, awounting to about sevea hun- 


j dred, established by the act of the Tih July, 1838, 


have been put into operation during the past year, 
and have made considerable addition to the expendi- 
tue for the transportation service. This extension, 
with the belief that the usual increase of revenue 
would not be realized, bas indicated a policy of re- 
trenchment rather than general improvement; but, 
since I took charge of the Department, some im- 
provemen’'s have becn effected on some of the most 
icportant routes which the public interest seemed 
to demand, and where little additional expense was 
incurred, I have also executed contracts for addi- 
tional service on a few’ railroad and steamboat 
routes, where retrenchments could be-made on other 
routes neatly equivalent to the. new liabilities as 
sumed. These changes have given some additional 
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expedition to the great North and South mail, as 
well as to several large mails connecting with 
it at imporiant points. 

The number of contractors in the service during 
the last year was about 2,100. The number who 
had been fined, or had deductions made from their 
pay for delinquencies in the performance of their 
engagements, is 628. The fines and deductions 
during the year, exclusive of the remissions, amount 
to $60,685 60. 

In general, the transpartation service has been 
performed faithfully, and in a commendable spirit 
_ , of energy, perseverance, and devotion to the pub- 
lic interest. The obstacles which, for a time, cc- 
casioned irregularities in the large mail south of 
this city, it is believed, have been removed, 

The number of post offices, on the Ist day of 
July, 1838, was 12,519; the number on the 30th 
day of June, 1839, was 12,780; on the same day 
of the present year, the number was 13,468, show- 
ing an inerease, during the year, of 688. There 
have been established, during the year, 959 post 
offices; and 271 discontinued. The number this 
day is 13,638. There have been, during th: year, 
3,231 postmasters appointed, of whom 959 were 
for new offices. 

The revenue of the Department, for the year 
ending June 30, 1840, as appears from the seitle- 
ment of the accounts of postmasters in the Audi- 
tor’s office, was: 


Letter postage A Š . $4,003,776 07 


Newspapers and pamphlets 535,229 61 
Fines paid to postmasters for viola- 
tions of law k . $ 260 00 


$4,539,265 68 

The expenditures of the Depart- 
ment for the same period were— 
For compensation to postmasters, 
: $1,028,925 92 
For wrapping paper, 

office furniture, ad- 

vertising, mail-bags, 

. mail-locksand keys, 

and stamps, mail 

depredations, and 

special agents, 

blanks, clerks for 

offices, and miscel-. 


laneous . 441,778 96 
For ship, steamboat, 
and way letters . 35,410 81 


For transportation . 3,252,995 16 


4,759,110 85 


Excess of expenditures = * + $219,845 17 

The revenue, as compared with the preceding 
year, shows an increase of $61,651 64, being a 
fraction over one pér cent. 

„The average annual increase of revenue from 
1832 10.1839, inclusive, has been about 10 per 
cent. Butas this period includes the two years 
ending June 30, 1837, of extraordinary augmenta- 
tion of revenue, amounting to 15 per cent. the first 
year, and 2) per cent. the second, 10 per cent, is 
considerably above the ordinary annual increase, 
which may be estimated at about 6 per centum. 
The decline in the revenue, therefore, the past year, 
may be estimated at about 5 per cent. or $225,000. 
Statement of the revenue and expenditures of the Post 

Office Department for the eleven years ending 30th 
-» dune, 1839. 


: Year ending, Revenue. Expenditure. 
June 30, 1829 $1,707,418 42 $1,782,132 57 
: _ 1830 1,850,583 10 1,932,707 95 
1831 1,997,811 54 1,936,122 87 
1832 2,258,570 17 2,266,171 66 
1833 2,617,011 88 2930,414 87 
1834 2,823.749 34 2910 605 08 
1835 2,993,556 66 2,757,350 08 
eS 1836 3,408,323 59 2,841,766 36 
i 1837 4,100,605 43 3,303,423 03 
Saf 1838 4 235,077 97 4,621,837 16 
1839 4,477,614 04 4,654,718 42 


From ‘this tabular statement, it appears that 
while the expenditures of the Department have 
been steadily advancing, with few exceptions, its 
revenues have been very fluctuating, varying from 


amere nominal increase to anadvance of 20 per ` 


cent. in a single year. 

Tne extension of the mail service, and the ad- 
vance in the population and business of the coun- 
try, are the causes of the ordinary increase of the 
revenue. But temporary ard extraordinary cir- 
cumstances ofien coanteract these more permanent 
Sources of increase, so far as to prevent any mate- 
rial advance. This has been the case the past 
year; daring which a combination of causes have 
operated toimpair the revenue of the Department 
to nearly the extent of the average annual in- 
crease. 


But the present unfavorable condition of the 
finances of the Department is not wholly to be at- 
tributed to the decline of the revenue the past year; 
itis, in part, the result of the too sudden and jarze 
extension of the service during the years 1837, 
1838, and 1839, occasioned by the extraordinary 
surplus which accrued in 1836 and 1837. This 
surplus, on the 30th June, 1836, was $641,842. 


The Postmaster General, in his annual report of 
that year, recommended a reduction of the rates of 
postage. Congress did not sanction that measure; 
but, by the act of the 2d July, 1836, established 
about seven hundred new post-routes, which it be- 
came the duty of the Department to put into ope- 
ration. The action on this subject by Congress 
was considered as indicating its desire that the 
surplus which had accrued, and which might ac- 
crue, should be expended in providing additional 
mail accommodations. The causes which had 
produced the above surplus on the 30 h Jane, 1836 
continusd to operate during the remainder of that 
year, and a part of the year 1837; and, as the 
new contracts did not go into operation until after 
the Ist of F.biuary, 1837, the revenue continued 
to excced the expenditure; and,on the 30:h June, 
1837, the surplus amounted to $756,208. During 
the session following, Congress, by the act of the 
7th of July, 1833, established about seven hun- 
dred additional routes, which were to be put in ope- 
ration on the Ist of July, 1839, or before, if the 
revenues of the Department would justify it. The 
second section of the same act provides “that every 
railroad within the limits of the United S'ates that 
now is, or may hereafter be, made, shall be a post- 
route; and the Posimaster Genera! shall eause the 
mailto be transported thereon: Provided, he can 
have it done on reasonable terms, and not pay- 


ing therefor, in any instance, more than 25 per | 


centum over and above what similar transportation 
would costin post coaches.” 

Tae very liberal construction given to this act 
by the Postmaster General, favorable to the in'e- 
rests df the railroad companies, did not satisfy the 
spirit of cupidity which belongs to corporate mo- 
nopolies;and it was found impracticable to obtain 
contracts from several of tke railroad companies. 
And Congress, by the act of 25th January, 1839, 
extended the maximum rate of compensation for 
railroad service to three hundred dollars per mile. 

The new routes established by the act of 7th of 
July, 1838, were mostly put into service in 
1839; and contracts have been made for service on 


the railroads then in existence, and most of those d 


which have since been completed, at rates of com 
pensation, varying from twenty-five to three bun- 
dred per cent. above what had been paid for coach 
servite on the same routes. In England, the ave- 
rage rate of compensation for railroad service is 
about ninety dol'ars per mile; and the highest sum 
paid on the most important routes is one hundred 
and seven dollars per mile; and the e¢ontractors are 
required to convey mails as often, and at such 
times, as may be ordered by the Postmaster Gene- 
ral. Here, with a rate of compensation nearly 
two hundred per cent. higher, it has been fourd 
impracticable, on many of tke routes, to obtain 
that control over the time of the depariure and de- 
livery of the mail, which is so essential to the ser- 
vice, and is exercised on other routes. In addition 
te the compensation paid to the railroad compa- 
nies, there are considerable incidental expenses in- 
curred for travelling agents on the more important 
routes, for conveying the mailto and from the carsat 
the ends of the routes, and for supplying interme- 
diate offices, net on the line of the roads, The sub- 


— 


stitution of railroad for coach service, bas ‘borne 
very heavily on the revenues of the Deparment. 
The new routes established in 1836 and 1838, 
being, many of them, in sections of the country 
where the roads are bad and the settlements sparse, 
have yielded an income bearing buta small propor- 
tion to the expense of the transportation. © <" 
Tais great extension of the service, and the sub- 
stitution of a higher and more ‘expensive for a 
cheaper grade, under the acts of Congress referred 
to, and the improvements oa other routes, which 
the public interests seemed to demand, since 1836, . 
have carried the expenditures of the Department, 
for three successive years, beyond its accruing res 
venue, : 
In the year ending on the 30th June, 
1838, the expenditures were 
The revenue which ascrued was 


$4,621,837 60 
4,235,077 00 


emeena 


Excess of expenditure over the reve- - - a 
nue , : + $386,760 00 


The expenditures in the year ending : 
June 30, 1839, were k - $4,654,718 00 
The revenue which accrued was . 4,477,614 00 


Excess of expenditure - $177,104 00 

The excess of the expenditures for these two 
years was met by the surplus funds which had ac- 
cumulated in 1837, and nearly exhausted all. that 
surplus which was available. 

In the annual report of my predecessor, made in 
December, 1838, he says: “The general: financial 
disasters o! last year have not reduced the revenue, 
as might have been expec‘ed, but have-prevented 
most of the anticipated increase, and thrown the 
Department apon tts surplas, to sustain most of its 
extensions. The indications now are, that there 
will be a slight improvement in the revenue of the 
current fiscal year, over the preceding; but not 
enough to produce any material effect. An ad- 
vance somewhat greater may be reasonably ex- 
pected, next year, but not great enough to meet 
the increasing cost of mail service, and put into 
operation the new routes established at the last ses- 
Sionof Congress. I: will hence be seen that, for 
more than a year to come, the curtailment, rather 
than the extension, of service on routes now in 
operation, is to be expected.” Í 

Tae anticipated increase during the year 1839, 
was real zed, and amounted to 54 per cent. pro- 
ducing $241,560. But the greater increase looked 
for in 1840, has essentially failed; and the quarter 
ending 30th cf September last, exhibits an actual 
declension inthe revenue, as compared. with the 
corresponding quarter of last year,of about 5 per 
cent. This unfavorable result bas been oc 
casioned mainly by the second suspension of 
the banks in a large section of the Union, fel- 
lowed by a general depression of the com- 
mercial interests of the country; which. appears 
to have been apprehended at the close of the last 
year, as the Postmaster General then said: “Itis 
possible that the recent suspension of specie pay- - 
ments by the banks, in a large portion of- the 
Union, may again check the increase in the revenue 
of the Department, so as to make retrenechbments ne- 
cessary; but, in any event, they will be inconside- 
-< rable.” 

But the present apparently unfavorable finan- 
cial condition of the Department need occasion no 
aaxiety. It can be sasiained upon its own re- 
sources, and soon placed in a safe and prospe- 
rous condition. Yet, to afford it temporary relief, 
curtailmenis ofservice, to a limited extent, are heces- 
waiy. Thais has already been commenced, and will 
be continued as far as may be found requisi e to 
place its finances in a sound condition. The eur- 
tailments or suspensions of service will be mada so 
as to occasion as little inconvenience te the public, 
or injustice to the contractors, as such an operation 
will admit of. As periodical retrenchments are 
unavoidable, it deserves consideration, whether it 
would not be wise for Congress to prescribe some 
rule by which all general curta:Iments are to be ef: 
fected, so as to remove executive discretion; and see. 
cure ati equal apportionment: of the reduction of 
service among the different sections of the country, 
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In examining the causes which have placed the 
Department in its prezent condition, we discover 
its resources, and its ability not only to sustain 
itself, but probably, with the aid of some remedial 
legislation, to admit of a prospective reduction of 
the tariff of letter postage, which public sentiment 
seems to demand, 

‘These causes are to be found in the unexampled 
fluctuations since 1834 in the financial interests and 
commercial business of the country. The period 
of unprecedented overaction in trade, from the fall 
of 1834 to the spring of 1837, occasioned en extra- 
ordinary increase ef rey -nue, which produced the 
latge surplus that existed in 1836 and 1837. This 
surplus formed the basis of the great exiension of 
the mail service since 1836, which so far exceeded 
the limits to which it could have been carried by 
the' ordinary increase of revenue, as to ab- 
sorb néarly the whole of this surplus in two 
years. When the reaction came on, which, 
under any circumstances, would have depress- 
ed its revenues, the Depariment had to sus- 
tain itse?f wich an extent of service beyond its na. 
tural limits; which had originated from the extraor- 
inary iherease of iis revenues in 1836 and 1837. 
Bat the unusval incr-ase of revenue over the ex- 
penditures during those two years, was not entire- 
ly owing to the great activity of trade. The csn- 
tracts for transportation, during that period, bad 
mostly been made when. prices were low, and the 
revenue accruing from their performance was re- 
ceived when prices had advanced from fifty to one 
hundred per cent. . The Department, therefore, 
enjoyed the advantages of an excited state of bu. 
siness, without the drawback which, nader other 
circumstances, the advance in prices wouid have 
occasioned, 

On the other hand, the excess of the expenditures 
over the receipts for postages the last three years, 
is not more to be attributed to the depression of the 
revenue from the state of the times, than to the cir- 
cumstance that all the existing contracts were 
made during the high state of prices, and at an 
average advance of about fifty per cent. above 
lhe rate of compensation paid prior to 1236. 

_ Should prices not vary essoniially fiom their 
present siandard, it is reasonab'e to suppose that 
the future lettings can be madeat Breatly reduced 
rates of compensation, This is an imporiaat re- 
source, which, in a lew years, without any re- 
trenchment of service, could hardly fai! of placing 
the finances of the Department in a prosperous 
condition. But ii cannot be made immediately 
available, so thata suspension or curtailment of 
service, to a limited extent, becomes necessary. 

: The restoration of commercial activity, so confi- 
dently anticipated, may reasonably be caleulated 
fo produce a considerable improvement during the 
two last quarters Gf the current frcal year, and a 
much greater increase the next year. 

. With a reasonable expectation of a reduction in 
the expenses of the tra nsporiation, end neaily acer- 
tainty of a considerable inerease in its revenues, the 
future prospects of the Department are highly satis- 
factory. 

The present is a peculiar crisis in its financial af- 
fairs, resulting from the operation of causes which 
Thave endeavored partially to explain, and which 
are not likely, in the same degree at least, again to 
occur, 
~ There ate other ‘causes of a more limited infiu- 
ence which have contribeted to impair the revenue 
the past year. The gréatly enhanced expense of the 
transportation of ihe mail upon railroads is not the 
only way in which they affect the revenues of this 
Depariment. The great facilities which they af- 
ford for the iransmission. of letters and newspapers 
out of the mail, have evidenlly diminished the re 
ceipts from postage. This is proved by the sudden 
falling off of the revenue at points where these fa- 
cilities hive recentiy been provided. Information 
has also been received from the agents of the De- 
pariment, showing that letters, packets, aad news. 
papers, were extensively conveyed out cf the mail 
on the railroad and steamboat lines, and on many 
of the stage and coach routes. So far as these 
practices, so detrimental to the income ofthe De- 
partment, were believed to be in violation of law, 
Pendeavored to suppress: them, regarding it ag my 


| 
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highest duty to enforce the laws. And in respect to 
letters carried by carriers and drivers, these efforts, 
it is ` believed, have been generally effec'ual; but 
there is no prohibition against persons conveying 


letters and packets who may pass over mail routes - 


in the same vehicle Which transports the mail, and 
the railroads afford great facilities for sending let- 
ters in this way. l 

For fifieen years preceding the introduction of 
the new system in England, the postage tax had 
ratber declined, notwithstanding the increasè of 
population and business. This was, by many, 
ascribed to the high rate of the tax, but the better 
and more prevailing opinion attributes it to the 
humerous railroads which have gone into opera- 
tion, 

The practice of carrying newspapers out of the 
mai!, without having secured the privilege in the 
contract, J feund to be so general, that it could not 
be suppressed without great inconvenience to the 
public; and, as the ambiguity of the jaw admitted 
of doubts in regard to the restriction, I concluded 
that I should best discharge my daty by permitting 
these practices to continue, and leave it for Con. 
gress either to remove the prohibition or to make 
the law more explicit for its enforcement. As it ig 
probable that tha enforcement of the: prohibition 
would have the effect of stopping the carrying of 
newspapers on the mail routes, rather than causing 
them to be conveyed in the mail, it would seem 
both just and politic to abolish the restriction en- 
tirely, 


Another source of detriment to the revenue the” 


past year, has been the exercise and abuse of the 
franking privilege to an unprecenied extent. Dur- 
ing the last three quarters, the free matier consti- 
tuted a very jarge portion of the entire mails. As 
the contracts had been made without reference to 
this extraordinary addition to ths bulk and weight 
of the mails, the burden of the transportation was 
thrown upon the contractors. The free matter is 
not only conveyed without compensation, but the 
Department is subjected to the charge of two cents 
for every free letter or sealed packet delivered at 
cilices where the postmastei’s commissions do not 
exceed five hundred dollars per quarter. At some 
offices this allowance to the postmaster has absorb- 
ed his whole quarterly balance. 

The books of the Department furnish no data 
for determining the number cf free packets con- 
veyed in the mail, asa laige portion of them are 
not entered on the post bills, At the post office in 
this city an account was taken of the number and 
weight of free letters and packets during three 
weeks ending the 21 day of May, the 2d day of 
June, and the 7th day of July last. Taere were 
22,038 free letters and packets from the Executive 
Departments; 20 363 free letters {rem members of 
Congres; and 392,268 public documents and other 
franked packets—~making in all 434,669. The 
pubic documents and packe s from Congress, ex- 

lusive of the letters, weighed 32 689 pounds— 
neaily sixteen and a half tons. Taking this as the 
average of the session of . thirty-three weeks, it 
would appear that the free letters and packets sent 
from the office in this city during the late session of 
Congress amoanted to 4,781,359; and the two cents 
allowed to postmasters for the delivery of free 
letters would be $95,627. This is probably ebove 
the average of the session; and the two ceg]s are 
not paid at cflices where the posimaster’s commis- 
sions exceed five hundred dollars per quarter. 

Tt may be estimated that there has bren abstract- 
ed from the revenue the past year, in the allow- 
ance of the two cen.s to postmasters fer the dee 
livery of free jetters and packets, axd the two 
cenis paid for adveriising free letters, the sum of 
$150,000. 

And there are facts that heve come te the 
knowle’ge of the Department, which show 
that great abuses have been practised by those en- 
joying the privileges, in thé highest as well as 
the lowest stations, in covering the correspond- 
ence of others, to the great injury of its re- 
venne, Thisand other abuses of the privilege ap- 
pear to be rapidly increasing, and imperiously de- 
mand a remedy, either by its entire abolition, or 
such restrictions upon it as could be enforced by 
‘the Department, > 


The provision in the ect of 1825, allowiag two 
cents to posimasters on free letters should be abo- 
lished, as it is unreatonable that those 
exclusive privilege should derive a revenue from 
the same. privilege possessed by others. Postmase 
ters might be properly restricted in sending and ree 
ceiving frie letters, to their own officé, It is in the 
nature of all exclusive privileges to run into abuse; 
and hence we find that, of the twelve acts of Con- 
gress relating to the franking privilege of its mem- 
bers and officers, all, with one exception, have 
served to enlarge the right. 

The collection and disbursement of the revenues 
have been conducted with success and convenience 
by the agents of the Department, with litile trouble 
to them, and without charge upon its means. The 
act of the dih July last has occasioned no material 
change in the financial system of this Department, 
except substituting the receivers general for the 
postmasters, at some important points, as the depo- 
sitaries of its funds. But the penal provisions of 
the ac', which make the using or loaning the pub- 
lic moneys a conversion and embezzlement of 
them, and punishable as a criminal offence, are ap- 
plicable to postmasters, and cannot fail of having 
a salutary influence in promoting prompt payment 
of the quarterly balances, of which there has been 
great improvement the last few years, and in pre- 
venting defaleations. . ; 

The revision of the tariff of postage, with the 
view to reduction and convenience, has, for some 
years past, attracted the public attention, and, on 
several occasions, been brought under the conside- 
ration of Congress without any definite action. 
At the second session of the twenty-fifth Congress, 
the House of Representatives adopted resolutions 
cailing on the Postmaster General to stale “what, 
in his opinion, wow d be the effect on the revenues 
of the: Department, of the establishment of the 
following tariff of postages of letters: On letters 
conveycd 80 miles and under, five cents; over 80 
miles and not exceeding 200, ten cents; over 200 
and not exceeding 400, fifteen cents; over 400 
miles, twenty cents; and to siate what other tanff, 
fixing the rates in federal money, and having in 
view the greatesi reduction consistent with the ne- 
cessary means of the Department, if any, in his 
judgment, would be more just than the above. And 
that he also s'ate what alterations, if avy, may be 
made in the present rates of postage on newspa- 
pers, patephle.s, and periodicals, so as to promote 
the circulation of information without detriment to 
the revenues of the Department.” 

I: is supposed that this resolution, in connection 
with the prevailing interest then felt in the success 
of the experiment making in England by what is 
called the penny system, induced the late Postmas- 
ter General to commission George Plitt, esq. one of 
the special agents of this Department, to visit Eu- 
rope for tbe purpose of coilecting such informa: 
tion concerning the new system. in Eoglaad, and 
the mail establizhmen's in other European coun» 
trios, as might condace to the improvement of our 
own system. 

Mr. Plitt left the United States on. this special 
service in June, 1839, and returned in August last. 
The results of his inquiries are con'ained in the re: 
Port prepared by him, which is herewith submitted. 
It contains extensive details tending to show the 
condition and management of the mail establish- 
ment in severai of the most important countries 
in Europe, and many interesting facts and valua- 
ble suggestions for the improvement of the sysiem 
in the United States. Many of the reforms and 
improvements recommeded are deserving of conside» 
ration. It will bė seen that he recommends an 
entire change in our tariff of postage, and to have 
all mail matter taxed by weight; letters not weighing 
over half an ounce to be rated at five cents for any 
distance less than 500 miles, and fen cents over 
that distance; and the same rates for every addition- ` 
al half cunce when prepaid, and double those rates 
when not prepaid. As such a change would give 
great relief, not only to the commercial interest, but 
to the whole community, it is to be regretted that 
neither the present condition nor fature prospecis of 
the establishment seem to justify so great a redac- 
tion in the postage tax. a eae 

It is apparent that so. essential change in the 
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Report of the Postmaster General. 


Sen. & H. of Reps. - 


rates of postage should be made withont great con- 
sideration. The post office establishment is differ- 
ent from any other branch of the public service. It 
is a fundamenial principle in its organization, that 
itis to be sustamed -by its own revenues. This 
principle not only avoids any charge upon the Trea- 
sury, bat serves to limit and regulate the action of 
the Department. Should its expenses, in whole or 
in part, be thrown upon the Treasury, even for a 
single year, it might be difficult to return to the 
present ‘principle; and such are the tempta- 
tions to enlarge the circle of its action, that it would 
not be easy to prescribe any reasonable limit to it. 
And such a change in the principle of the Depart- 
ment, embracing, as it does, such a vast extent of 
private interests, both in number and amount, 
would open a door to extensive abuses, wasteful to 
the public revenue, extending its patronag?, and at 
the same time removing the checks upon it which 
now exist. 
believed that no one will be disposed, either partial- 
ly or temporarily, to throw the Department for its 
support on the National Treasury. 

Any sudden and material reduciion of its reve- 
nue, therefore, would render it necessary to make 
a corresponding curlailment of the mail service, 
which all must see would be attended with the 
most serious incanvenience to the whole commu- 
nity. And asthe present revenue, with the rea- 
sonable increase that may be anticipated, is barely 
sufficient to support the Department with the ex- 
isting service, and such necessary improvements 
and cxteasions as will be required, it is evident 
that there can be no reduction of its. aggregate re- 
venues. f 

The question therefore of the reduction of its rc- 
venues is excluded’ from consideration; and the 
only matter for inquiry is, whether the same 
amount of revenue can be collected with the pro- 
posed or any other reduced rates of pestages? There 
may be cases in every branch of ind:-rect taxation, 
in which the reduction of the tax will increase the 
amount of revenue. But this resalt can only be re- 
alized, when the duty is so ¢xorbitantly high as to 
either occasion gross evasions of the law, or to 
check the business on which the fax falls. And 
although the reduction of the rate of postage would 
Increase correspondence, there is, in my judgment, 
no reason to believe that the addition of revenus 
from that source would equ>l the loss from the re- 


duction of the rates. Tle e cperiment now making 


in England, appears lo atrord little support to a 
contrary opinion, for, if unofficial information can 
be relied upon, the revenue thére has fallen off 
more than 50 percent. or about 840,000 pounds 
sterling, on a revenue of less than 2,000,000. 

Shall we then be forced to the conclusion that 
the present high rates of lster pcesiage are to be 
permanently maintained? 

This would seem to be the case, unless 
there be a change in the system, by which 
the expense of the transportation may be re- 


“duced, the correspondence increased, and the 


postage on newspapers and printed matter be 
equalized and*raised. All these objects are prac- 
ticable, and their united influence. would probably 
admit of a greater reduction in the rates of letter 
postage, than is proposed in the resolution of the 
House of Representatives. : 

Such arefurm in the system, in my judgment, is 
demanded by views of public policy, aud the higher 
considerations of private justice. The institutions 
of this country are based on the principles of jus- 
lice and equal rights, and any legislation, and more 
especially any system of taxation, which is a mani- 
fest violation of those principles, can only be sut- 
tained by the forbearance of public opinion, ia 
subjecting itto. that test by which ail public mea- 
sures must stand or fall. 

A slight examination of our tariff of postage, in 
comparison with the expense of the mail establish- 
ment, is sufficient to show its manifest injusice. 

The quarterly returns of postmasters furnish no 
data for determining the relative preportiens of the 
different kinds of matter conveyed in the mail. 
During one week in the month of June, 1838, an 
account was taken of the number and weight of 
the letters, and the weight of the newspapers and 
other printed matter received to be conveyedjin the 


2 


ees 


Wi:hout enlarging upon this point, itis ‘|| 


mail, at the offices m New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Washington City, and Richmond. The 
tabalar statement confaining these facts is herewith 
submitted. There were some omissions, and, no 
doubt, some inaccuracies in the process, but the re- 
sults are sufficiently correct for the present pur- 
pose. £ ` 

The whole weight was 55,241 pounds; of which 
44 468 pounds censisted of newspapers; 8,837 of 
periodicals and pamphlets; more than five-eighths 
of which being public documents or other free 
packets, deposited in the office at Washington 
city; and the letiers, both taxable and free,amounted 
to only 1,922 pounds, being something Jess than 
four percent. The proportion of printed matier 
received at these offices, and especially during the 
session of Congress, may have been something 
greater than that of the whole mails in the United 
Siates. 

It will net be far from the truth, to estimate the 
printed matter as constituting ninety-five per cent. 
of the whole mails, whilst it pays but about twelve 
percent. of the whole gross revenue, and but about 
eight percent. of the nett revenue, the commis- 
sions {on the postage from newspapers and pam- 
phlets being more than on that from letters. 

In the transportation, constituting the principal 
exdenditure of the establishment, there are three 
main elements of price: 

1. The bulk and weight of the mail. 

2. The expedition with which it is conveyed. 

3. The mede of conveyance when not controlled 
by the bulk and weight of the mail, but in refer- 
ence to accommodating the public travel. 


As the expense of expedition depends mainly on 
the weight of the mail, these two elements of . price 
are, essentially, resolved into one; so that the ex- 
pense of transportaticn depends on the bulk and 
weight of the mail, and the mede of- conveyance, 
where it has reference to the public travel, andis of 
a higher and more expensive grade than the mail’ 
service would require. - 

The services of postmasters depend on the amount 
of mail matter; the number of packets which are re- 
ceived, distributed, or delivered, at their respective 
cfiices, But the letters, being made up into mails, 
require some more labor ihan the newspaper and 
other packages not vent in that form. ; 

Frem this analysis, it is apparent that nearly the 
whole expenditure of the mail establisiment is 
thrown upon coxrespondense; it pays the whole ex- 
pense of the free maiter, the greater portion ef that 
of newsp2pers, periodicals and pamplets, and the 
entire additional expense incurred for accommo- 
dating the public travel. 

With at these burdens, net properly belonging 
to if, thrown upon correspondence, the bigh rate of 
postage on letters cannot be surprising; nor can it 
be reduced, and keep up the present extent of the 
mail service, with the improvements and additions 
which will be required, without some portion of 
those burdens are removed by a change in the sys- 
tem. 

Nothing can be more apparent than the pel- 
pable injustice of our present system of postage 
tariff. 

The objections against a high protective tariffon 
iniportations apply with still more force to our ta- 
riff of postages, both in respect to principie and 
the degree of jujustice. In the former, the whole 
community are indirectly taxed for the benefit of a 
particular class, and the whole interests of the coun- 
try are burdened io relieve a particular interest, but 
the tax being indirect, those on whom it falls may, 
in some way, derive an incidental advantage from 
i. This, at least, is contended by its advocates. 
The postage tariff isa direct tax on one man for 
the benefit of ansther—a direct burden on one class 
for the relief of another ciass. 

What principle of justice or public policy can 
eustain a law which taxes a correspon lent in Néw 
York, who has occasion to senda leiter by mail to 
New Orleans, two hundred and fifty per cent. more 
than the servies is worth, or cesis, to enable a sub- 
seriber in New York ta a newspaper in New Or- 
leans to have itconveyed to him by mail, eighty- 
eight per cent. less than the actual cost of the ser- 
vice? And what adds to this injustice is the fac 


that the mail establishment is a Goverament mono 
poly, which, by prohibiting private posts, . cmpels 
the correspondent to send his letter by the public. 
conveyance. 

Our system of postage tariff was derived from 
England, where postage was a tax for revenue 
analogous to the stamp tax, as, like that, it was a 
taxon business. Here, it is nota tax; butin the- 
nature of freight, or a charge. for the service per- 
formed. -The injustice, therefore, is much greater 
where the postage is levied, not for revenue, but for 
defraying the expense of the mail service. 

The low rates of postage on newspapers and 
other printed matter. originated in considerations of 
public policy, and were designed to promote the 
general dissemination of. intelligence among the 
people. But the reasons fer this policy, if admit- 
ted ever to have been just, have in a great measure 
ceased to exist, When the mail establishment was 
first organized, printing was confined to the large 
cities, and there were few other channels for con- 
veying newspapers but the mails. Now there are 
printing establishments in almost every village; 
and railroads, steamboats, and other lines of com- 
munication, afford cheap and convenient channels 
for conveying newspapers and others publications, 
the greater portion of which are distributed among . 
the people without the agency of the mail. 

With the view to remove many of the growing 
evils of the mail establishment, and secure the re- 
duction of letter postage, I respectfully propose a 
change in the system, on the following bases: 

1. The entire abolition of the franking privilege, 
as an exclusive personal right, with the exception _ 
cf the Executive and the heads of departments. 

2. A limitation by law of the maximum rate of ` 
compensation for all steamboat, railroad, and coach 
service. : 

3. The equalization of postage on newspapers . 
and other printed matter, with an advance of one | 
hundred per cent. f 

4. A revision of the tariff of letter postage, with 
a reduction of twenty-five per cent, i 

The effect of the first of these changes would be 
to greatly diminish the bulk and weight of. the 
mails, and to increase the pestage. Probably two- 
thirds of the mail matter now going free would be 
excluded, and what remained would be charged 
with postage; and the two cents paid for the deli- 
very of free packets would be saved. : 

The newspapers received by printers in exchange 
might be exempted from postage, with a limitation 
by law of the number. Lette:s addressed to a 
postmaster exclusively on the business of his office, 
it might be reasonable to except from the postage © 
tax; and also all letters written by postmasters ex- 
clusively on official business, provided they are un- 
sealed, (except when addressed to another postmas- 
ter or agent of the Department,) so that the office 
of delivery may be enabled to decide whether the 
letter is legaily and properly entitled to go free. 
The postage on letters received by members of 
Congress might be paid from the contingent fund of 
the two Houses, and on those sent by them during 
the session, limited to a certain number daily; or 
such limited number per day, sufficient for their of- 
ficial correspondence, might be permitted to go free 
of postage; and public documents, printed by the order 
of either House of Congress, to possess the privi- 
lege they now do, when sent by a member with his 
certificate that they were public documenis, 

Such a modification of their privilege would re- 
lieve members of Congress from much correspond- 
ence very burde.isome to them, and, in general, of 
very little public utility. It would tend to arrest 
the concentration at the seat of Government of 
those influences which, for some time past, appear. 
to have directed and controlled the polities of the 
country, and to add to that stimulus which aggravates 
political excitemenis. Tne unlimited extent of the 
franking priviege is among the causes which have 
produced the central‘zation’ of political infiuence, 
by enabling it to exert its power, with a view to 
a definite parpose, over the country. 

The effect of the seccnd change would be to re- 
duce the expense of transportation, and on many 
routes to substitute a lower and cheaper grade of 
service, as wagon, sulkey, or korse; in: the place of 
stage or coach service. : 
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The effect of equal.zing and raising the postage 
on newspapers and other printed matter, would be 
to diminish the bulk and weight of the mails, and 
inéfease that branch of the revenue about one hun- 
dred per cent. Ae 

‘The revision of the tariff of letter postage on 
the ‘basis of a reduction of twenty-five per cent. 
would increase correspondence, yet add tittle to the 
bulk or weight of the mails, and the postage on the 
additional letters conveyed would supply, in part, 
the loss to the revenue from the reduction on tue 
rates. 

“The effect. of the whole would be to lighten the 
mails, and render their bulk and weight more uni- 
form; to cheapen the transportation, and secure 
more regularity in the service; and, by reducing 
the tax on correspondence, relieve. the commercial 
interest, and benefit the whole community, _ 

‘The tariff. of postage on newspapers, periodi- 
cals; and pamphlets, is almost as uaequal and un- 
just as the comparative rates of postage upon let- 
tets.and printed matter. This inequality and in- 
justice have arisen from the great changes which 
have taken place in the manufacture of paper, 
whereby the former distinctions as to dimensions 
have been lost, and a corresponding change in the 
forms of: publications introduced. 

All newspapers now pay the same postage, al- 
though some are ten times the dimensions and 
Weight of others. This is not only unjust to those 
who pay the tax, but equally soto the publishers. 
It gives an undue advantage to the large establish- 
ments in the commercial cities over the penny pa- 
pers in the same places, and the country ne wspa- 
pers, which are more removed from sinister infu- 
ences, -and, in general, are the most independent 
channels of sound public epinion. ‘There seems 
no good reason for the difference in postage be- 
tween periodical and non-periodical pamphlets, and 
the distinction, in fact, is often difficult to determine. 
By the present law, all printed matter, except news- 
papers, is taxed by the sheet; and, from the change 
in the forms of publications, the postaze is not and 
cannot be collected with any uniformity, from the 
diffieulty experienced by postmasters in classing 
the various publications. Sixteen pages of octavo 
constitute a sheet, and twenty-four a duodecimo, 
although it is often nearly impracticable to distin- 
guish between them. 


To remove all these difficulties, and establish a 
uniform rate of postage on printed matter, the best 
rule would be to taxit by weight. Butil there should 
be objections to so great a change, newspapers 
could be divided into three classes, according to 
their dimensions, on the plan recommended by the 
late. Postmaster’ General in his annual report in 
1836. To tax other printed matter by weight, itis 
believed, there can be no objection. “Whether the 
other more important reforms which have been re- 
commended be effected or not, the tariff of post- 
age on newspapers and printed matter urgently de- 
woands a radical -1evision. The advance on the 
postage of newspapers and otber printed maiter, 
although regarded as eminently just, is not deemed 
indispensable to the object in view; as a revision 
and equalization of the tariff, taking a common 
sized hewspaper of about 550 square inches as the 
basis, would make a large addition to this branch 
of the revenue of the Department, 

The tariff of letter postage proposed in the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives would ocea- 
sion a reduction in that branch of the revenue, 
without reference to the increase of letters, of from 
twenty to twenty-five. per cent. This reduction, 
therefore, would amount to about $900,000. Thre 
increase of revente, from the modification and re- 
striction of the franking privilege, may be estima- 
ted fat $250,000; and that from an increase of 
correspondence at an equalsum. The saving in 
the transportation cannot well be estimated; but it 
would no doubt amount to several hundred thou- 
sand dollars. The increase of gross revenue from 
postages on newspapers and other printed matter, 
with the advance on the postage as proposed, 
would probably amount to $500,009. Without the 
advance, the revision and equalization might be 
estimated to produce half that sum. 

These changes in the establishment could there- 


‘and judiciously done at such a period. 


fore be made not only with safety to its finances, $} 


bat they could hardly fail of placing them ina 
more flourishing condition. . 

The full benefit of these improvements could 
net be realized under four years; that period being 
requisite to enable all the contracts to be made 
with reference to them. . 


It may be deemed an inauspicious time, when 
the finances of ithe Departmen are low, to revise 
he tariff of postages on the b of a reduction. 
It is believed, however, that.it can be most sately 
It attempt- 
ed when the revenue is rapidly increasing, the new 
tariff would unavoidably be in some degree based 
on a Slate of revenue which would be found to be 
only temporary. But from the present condi- 
ticn of the finances, it would be necessary to post- 
pone the reduced tariff of letter postage until the 
ist of July, 1842. And by the other changes tak- 
ing effect immediately, less retrenchments would 
be required, and the finances of the Department 


“placed in a prosperous condition at the period the 


new tariff was to go into operation. 

These changes in the system, when their benefits 
shall have been fully realized, with such improve- 
menis as will naturally suggest themselves, it is 
confidently believed, will admit of a stiil farther re- 
duction of the rates of Jetter postage, and ulti- 
mately bring them down fifty per cent. 

The great inconvenience in the transaction of its 
business to which, for several years, this Depart- 


“ment has been subjected, forthe want of a public 


building adapted to its uses, and the constant ex- 
posure of its books and papers, will soon be re- 
moved by the completion of the building now erect- 
ing for it. Ihave adopted such measures as were 
within my control to protect the present bailding 
znd public property from fite. The buildiag now 
erecting for the Post Office Department, if the con- 
tractors do not obtain from Congress a further ex- 
tension of the time for the performance of their con- 
tracts, will be fit for occupation in the course of the 
ensuing autumn. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN M. NILES. 
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PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 

Monpay, JANUARY 4, 1841. > 
The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of seitlers on the 
publie lands; who shall inhabit and cultivate the 
same, and raise a log cabin thereon, being the spe~ 

cial order of the day, was taken up. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said a brief exglanation 
of the principles and enaeiments of this bill might, 


perhaps, be proper from him, as he hed reported it 


from the Committee on the Public Lands; but, in 
this era of good fecling towards “log cabins” and 
the tenants of “log cabins,” whieh 
been manifested all over the country, he presumed 
avery brief statement would be sufficient. 
lived, he said, in what might emphatically 


of habitation, and iheir humble occupants; 


country. 


press of the “log cabin” of the wilderness. 

He (Mr. Cuay) cougratulated the great West, 
and more especially the tenents of the “log cabins,” 
and all others, wherever they micht be situated, 
who stood in need, and were desirous to pcssess a 
freehold, on the favorable auspices under which 
this important bill had been introduced. Looking 
to all these favorable indications, and thus sus- 
tained by public sentiment throughout our country, 
he would not permit himself to doubt the success 
of the measure; and he hoped there would not be 
found one solitary opponent of the 
the apparent unanimity. 

He said he might here allude to. the very 


bad recently 


They 
: be called 
the era of good feeling towards those rade places 
for, 
during seme months past, they had bsen the espe- 
cial and constant theme of high praise and eloquent 
! encomium, not only in the region where they were 
| almost exclusively to be fouud, but even in our 
i cilies, and in more refined parts of the 
| Nor, (said Mr. Crsy,) was this 
political diseussions—it bad been made to eater 
into every thing else—even the jewellery worn by 
many of our most fashionable ladies, and the orna- 
menis which decorated their persons, bore the im- 


confined merely to 


bill, to interrupt- 


different state of feeling and sentiment which had 
heretofore prevailed upon the subject under consi- 
deration. On all former oceasions there had been 
strong, decided, und he might almost say vio'ent 
opposition lo every measure intended to protect 
the settlers on the public lands, and favor their in- 
terest. Even during the last se:sion of Congress, 
Senators. would recollect what strong opposition 
was enzountered by the pre-emption Dill then in 
progress, and which ultimately passed both Houses, 
and received the Presidents approval on the Ist 
of June, 1840. It would be recollected that that 
measure passed both Houses, almost by a strict 
party vote—the friends of the present Chief Magis- 
trate supporting it with great unanimity, as one 
of the favorite measures of his Democratic admi- 
nistration, whilst those opposed to him resisted the 
passage of the bill with at least equal unanimity. 
Fie was rejoiced at the apparent change which 
had since occurred. Shortly after the strenuous 
Opposition which the bil! alluded to had encoun- 
tered in both Houses, almost entirely from those 
opposed to the Administration, those same 
gentlemen (the Whigs) bad become the most ar- 
dent in their professions of attachment to “log ca- 
bins” and their occupants. He repeated his con- 
graiulaticns to the meritorious class of citizens 
whose interests were so deeply involved in this 
measure, that, trom the manifestations of the six 
months which preceded the late Presidential elec- 
tion, the Whig party had now become their most 
zealous friends; and that henceforward there would 
be a generous rivalry between the two great politi- 
cal parties which divided the country, in the sup- 
port of the privilege of pre-emption, the reduction 
and graduation of the price of public land, and 
every other measure of liberality to the new States, 
and the humble cultivators of the soil. 


He said he might here take oczasion to re- 
mark that he was no new convert to the policy pro- 
posed by this bill. It was one which he had la- 
bored to advance, at least with earnest zeal and 
persevering assiduity, for the last twelve years, in 
one branch of Congress or the other, except for a 
brief interval of absence; and even then he was not 
wholly inactive. It had long been a favorite policy 
with him, through the medium of pre-emption 
laws, and other kindred measures, if possible, to 
make every freeman a freeholder. In favor of 
such a policy he had often before raised his 
voice, and expressed his strong convictions. But 
heretofore he had been the representative of a 
people who were immediately interested in the 
passage of bills of this description. When he first 
took his seat in the other branch of Congress, a 
considerable district of country, which had been 
settled for some years, was ‘ready to be brought 
into market; aad since that period, other large por- 
tions of the Siate of Alabama had been acquired 
by treaties with the Indian tribes, and almost simul- 
taneously covered wiih a hardy and industrious 
Population. Hence, always heretofore, his con- 
stituents were to be benefited by the passage of 
pre-emption laws, and the support he had given 
them might, perhaps, have rendered him liable to 
the imputation of interested motives—as, although 
he was not personally interested, and never ob- 
tained a pre-emption in his life, he might have 
been supposed to pursue the course he did to in- 
gtatiate himself with his constituents. But now 
he had the good fortune to occupy a very different’ 
position, Every acre of land “in Alabama, not 
owned by individuals, had become the propery of 
the Government; there was no portion of the ter- 
ritory Within that State subject to the claim of any 
Indian tribe. The Indian title to the last remnant 
of their territory had been extinguished several 
years ago; and he believed there was none that 
had not been surveyed for the last twelve or eigh- 
teen months, {t had been settled sull longer, and, 
consequently, was subject to be claimed under the 
pre-emption laws of 1838 and 1840. Hence, so far 
as regarded pre-empticns, all his constituents were 
provided for, and he was now as disinterested as 
any other Senator in that chamber. Alabama had 
no special interest in the bill, except as it embraced 
lands subject, to private entry, communly called re- 
fuse lands. But he was glad to have this opportu- 
nity to give disinterested evidence, as he should by 
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his vote on this occasion, of his approbation of the 
principle and policy of the measure. He was sa- 
tisfied it was the true policy. He had hitherto 
maintained, and he now mainiained with equal 
earnestness, that Government ought to extend fa- 
vor to those who will settle and improve the public 
-lands. He would go further, and say, if the pub- 
lic lands were sold under Our pre-emption laws for 
‘Jess money than when sold at auction, even for 
half price, it would be the policy of this, as it had 
been of every other Government, io confer pecu- 
liar. privileges on those who settle and improve 
them; for thereby the wide-spread domain of the 
United States was rendered productive, and the 
resonrecs of the country enlarged and improved. 
He (Mr. C.) contended that it was not wild and un- 
cultivated land, however extensive, that constituted 
the wealth or strength of a coun‘ry. He contrast- 
ed the present condition of the valley of the Mis- 
sissippi—the great West—with a dense, nu- 
merous, and enlightened population, in a high 
state of improvement and cultivation, yield- 
ing annually the most abundant supplies of 
every thing necessary to the subsistence, com- 
fort, and cnjoyment, of civilized man—with what it 
would have been, had it remained a wilderness 
till the present day. He asked, bow different it was 
now, either in furnishing resources for the support 
of Government, or the men and means fcr the na- 
tional defence, compared with what it would have 
been, if it had remained unsettled, unimproved, 
and uncultivated? Was it not obvious, that it 
would have been beiter to have given away all that 
portion of the public domain to have brousht 
about the present prosperous condition of ‘things, 
than to have retained it til now, if ten or twenty 
times the Government price:€ould’ be realized from 
its sale? He thought theseviéws could not be we'!l 
controverted; and if true ih regard to the settled 
part of the country, was it not equally so as re- 
garded the portion of the public domain which still 
remained unoccupied? If we had derived ali the 
advantages, at which he had hastily glanced, from 
the occupancy and cultivation of one pertion, it 
was fair to presume, that we should derive corre- 
sponding benefits from the improvement and culti- 
vation of another. 

But, (said Mr Cray) io point of fact, there is no 
sacrifice of pecuniary interest on the part of the 
Goverment, even at the time of sale, on the 
pian proposed by this bill—at least none worthy 
of consideration. Fis said it would only be 
necessary for gentlemen to turn their atiention 
to a report made by the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral Land Office, on the 8th of January, 1838, 
with the accompanying table, and to a similar 
statement made by him on the 16h of January 
Jast, to satisfy them of the correctness of this posi- 
tion. The cash system commenced on the Ist of 
July, 1820; the report first alluded to, showed the 
average prices from that time to the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1837; and the last gave the average prices 
from the 221 June, 1838, (when the pre-emption 
law of that year was approved,) up to its date, in 
January lasi—embracieg a period of about nine- 
teen years. ‘he cash system had been in opera- 
tion abcut ten years before the passage of the first 
general pre-emption Jaw—which was on the 29th of 
May, 1830. Let gentlemen examine the average 
prices before the passage of that act, and compare 
them with the average prices since received, and 
they will be satisfied I am corree! in saying the pre- 
emption laws result in no material loss to the Go- 
vernment. Mr. Crary then read from the report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
showing the average prices paid for publie lands, in 
each year, since the commencement of cash sales, 
as fullows: 


‘The average price paid in 1820 was gl 40 per acre. 

0. 1821 1 5) do. 

Do. 1822 123 do. 

Do. 1823 1 30 do. 

Do. 1824 1 27 do. 

Do. 1825 1 35 do. 

Do. 1826 1 33 do. 

Do. 1827 142 do. 

i Do. 1823 126° do. 
Do. 1829 1 26 do. 

Do. 1830 126 ` do. 


Now, (said Mr. Cray) up to the 29th of May, 
1830, there was no general pre-emption law. For 
the two years preceding (1828 and 1829) the ave- 
rage price in each was but $1 26 per aere, and it 
continued the same during ihe year 1830, in only 
the last half of which did that law operate. Here 
was an excess, in two censecuiive years, before 
the passage of the act, of only one cent per acre, 
above the minimum price; and in the following 
year, during half of which the first pre-emption 
law was in operation, the price remained the 
same. : 

Now. (said Mr. Cray.) what has been the re- 
gult under the pre-emption policy? The official re- 
port will answer the question. For the year 1831, 
(during the first half of which the first pre-emption 
law coutinued to operate,) the average price was 
$1 28 per acre—two cents higher than it had been 
either of the three preceding years. 1n 1832, when 
no pre-emption law was in foree, the average price 
was but $1 27 per acre. In 1833, the average 
price was @1 29per acre. In 1834, when anew 
pre-emption law was passed, to continue in foice 
two years, the average price was $1 31 per acre; 
and in 1835, (shrougheut which the same law was 
in force) the average price was $1 27 per acre, 
In 1836, during the last half of which there was no 
pre-emption law, the average price was but $1 25 
per acre; aud again in 1837, (still no pre-emption 
iaw,) the average price was but $1 28 per acre. 

It also appeared (said Mr. C.) from the state- 
ment of the Commissioner, made in January last, 
exhibiting the result of sales from the 22d of June, 
1833, (when another pre-emption law passed,) up 
to the then latest returns, that the average price 
received for nearly seven miliions of aeres, was 
but $1 26 18 100 per acre; and cn the part sold at 
auction, exclusively, ouly $1 23 33-100 per acre. 

Now (said Mr. Cray) is it not arparent that the 
prices reevived for the ten years before the com, 

encement of the pre-emption system, and those 
received for the nine years since, during a long 
portion of which pre-emption Jaws have been in 
operation, are not materially different, if at ail? Do 
not these official statements establish that we re- 
esive as much money from the actual setticr ahd 
cultivator as we would receive from the, specula- 
tor or landmonger? And isnot the question dis- 
tincily presented, whether we wilisell the public 
domain, in small quantities, to men of small ea- 
pital, who will immediately oceupy, improve, and 
render it prodactive, or whether if}. our better po- 
licy to sell at auction to bands of speculators and 
capitalists, in large quantities, to lie idie and un- 
profitable till they can extort the desired profit, 
from those whose necessities compel them to have 
i? Yes, sir; this is the question for our grave 
consideration. And can an American Congress 
hesitate as to the answer we shall give it by our le- 
gislation? He hoped the period when there could 
be any doubt upon this question had gone by, 
and that now a favorable response would come 
from all quarters. 

He said he had omitied to mention one fact con- 
nected with the sales of the public land, which 
was worthy of consideration—that was the greater 
expense incurred by the Government, in sales at 
auction, than in those under ihe pre-emption laws, 
or by private entry.. In the latter, the Government 
way at no expense whatever, beyond the regular 
and established salary and commissions of the 
registers and receivers; while the sales at auction 
involved additional expenses, in the employment 
of aucticneers, exira compensation to registers and 
receivers, and expenditure for additional clerk hire 
—he had not made any precise estimate—but pre- 
bably amounting to at least four or five per 
centum. And this amount of additional expense 
was to be dedacted from the small excess above 
the minimum, which might appear to be gained by 
sales at auction. 

But (said Mr. Cray) suppose the Government 
were to profit even to double the amount of the 
average excess which may be supposed to appear 
by the reports from the General Land Office, to 
which he had referred, would the paltry difference 
of two or three, or even ten cenis an aere, bea 
sufficient inducement with American statesmen to 


jeopard the peace, the safety, and the interest of | 


} 


i 


| would lose infinitely more’ by-such a cou 


the numerous families whieh are annually seltled 
on the public lands? Wo, sir the Govergnient 


paralyzing the energies, and crippling the resources 
of those hardy and enterprising pioneers;than gould 
be compensated by any pecuniary:gaini’ 000, 
Sir, (said Mr. Cray,) money is the smalle 
about the last, consideration, ‘that should enter Mto 
or influence our policy in the manageme 16 
public domaia.. It is a consideration whieh -has 
never controlled the policy of other Governmehis, 
over which it is our pride to beast a superiority. 
It was not the policy of Great Britain, still: less, 
perhaps, of France and Spain, in the disposition ot 
the lands claimed by them at ‘an: earlier period of 
our history. Occupancy, cultivation and improve-< 
ment of the resources of the country, were the 
consideraiions upon which they granted thë lands 
ef the Crown. EELE O PAF 
Nor was money the consideration which induced 
the original States to cede positions of their territory, 
except, perhaps, so far as to aid in the payment of 
national debt, contracted in the war of indepen- 
dence. They had much more exalted purposes in 
view; to put down ‘controversies. about territorial 
limits; to quiet jealousies between the different mém- 
bers of the confederacy; to build up. prosperous 
communities; to create new States, and thereby add 
new stars to the bright constellation of our glorious 
Unicn. These were the bright and’ laudabie 
tives which operated‘ upon all ‘the ‘Stites 
made cessions of territory;.it was appare 
the compacts between those States and the"General 
Gévevnrient,-especiaily in that of Virginia,’ the 


mother of States; and not the sordid. considera- 
tion of making money fer themselves, or the Gene- 
ral Government. aoe 

He further remarked that the biil under con- 


period, than under the present system.) 

This bill, too, was free from the objections which 
had been urged against the other pre-emption laws 
of the last twelve years. It had been urged that, by 
those pre-emption laws, rewards were given to per- 
sons who were trespassers cn the public property, 
who were worthless in character, and who set. the 
law at defiance, by settling upon the public domain, 
with no yore right than they had to seize ‘upon the 
public Treasury, upon our vessels of war, and. our 
forts andarsenals.. Now such was not.the bill ua- 
der consideration. Here the biil was prospective, 
unless it was in respect to those who had become 
setilers since the date of the last pre-emption Jaw. 
The main object of the bill was not to protect. those 
who were called trespassers and violaters of the 
laws, but to say to the hardy cultivator 
of the land, who gave an earnest of being 
a cultivator, that he shoull be. safe. in the 


possession of the fruits of his labor. Nor was 
it confined, as was said by another class of, object 
ors, to the inhabitants of the valley of the Missis 
Heretofore it hac 

-it Was ob: 


sippi, or to the great Weat. 
been urged that the bilis were partial—it 
jected, not only that they were rewarding 
jaters of the Jaw, but that they were confi 
advantages to them and to the ‘settlers. within | the 
limits of the new States and TerritoriespbUE this wa: 
broader in its provisions, and it held out. the same 
inducements to the industrious and’ enterprising ol 
the old States, that it held cut to: the new States 
Now, he regarded this as an important feature in 
this bill, and one whieh, with due deference to thos: 
who differed from him in opinion, it seemed to him 
should silence all objectors, leaving out of view th 
enthusiasm in favor of log cabins, and their cecu 
pants, which had been prevailing for some tim 
past. But by this law the poor man cf the o 
States had it placed within his power, if mdustriot 
and enterprising, to go forward to the new. State. 
with the guarantee held out to him of a title to.th 
land on the payment to the Government of $ 25 pi 
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acre. It seemed to him that by the old States it 
should be regarded with more favor than. by the 
new States. In the new States they had learned by 
experience, and the practice: of enterprise and in- 
dustry, that they could. be independent. There 
were in those Territories few wealthy landlords, 
with crowds of tev-ants around them; but ke should 
be pleased to know what number of freemen there 
were in the older States who were not’ freehoiders, 
but. who were dependent on’ their daily labor for 
the support of themselves and their families. They 
were doubtless very numerous—and to ali such 
this bill held out the promise of relief. 

A citizen of an old State, if he stands in need ofa 
permanent home, to subsist, rear, and educate his 
family, is here guarantied one, if he has the enter- 
prise to seek it. Now was there any objecticn to 
this? It was the principle of a free Government 
that every citizen should have the power of free 
Jocomotion—that every one should have the. right 
to remove from one part to another, and even to | 
abandon his country if he thought proper. Let 
not, then, this be any longer called a new State 
measure, or one that is partial in its operation; ‘it 
was no longer calculated to benefit the new States 
or Territories, but to benefit every one, from one 
end of this wide-spread confederacy to the other, 
and at the same time to be just to the Government; 
it only required that a man should become a culti- 
vator of the soil—that he should place himself on 
any part of the uncullivated lands, and pay to Go- 
vernment the minimum price. 1k was equal in its 
operation—holding out the same boen to citizens 
of the old as well as the new States—and requiring 
the same price from all. 

: This measure, then, not only recommended itxelf 
to the favor of all those who supported the p e-emp- 
tiom projects of the last twelve years, but it assumed 
higher ground: instead cf being partial in its ope- 
ration—instead of being confined to the new States 
and Territories, it cxtended the privilege alike to 
the citizens of all the twenty-six States; while it 
was liberal to the people, it did no injustice to the 
Government; and he trusted it would pass with a 
unanimity with which no other measure ever has 
passed in regard to the public lands. 

He deemed it unnecessary to say more; for he 
did not believe it possible there could be any well 
founded objection to this bill. ` Indeed, in saying as 
much as he had said in explanation of the provi- 
sions which it contained, he had rather adhered to 
form, than spoken from apy conviction: cf the ne- 
eessity of that course; and he should now content 
himself with voting for this bill, without saying 
more in its favor. : 

Mr. BENTON said the two biils standing toge- 
ther on the special orders, in relation to the public 
lands, the one for graduating the price, and the 
other for establishing a permanent pre-emption 
system, were bills upon the same subject, mutually 
connected with each other, and veiy fit and proper 
to be discussed and passed together. Li wouid be 
diffeult to diseuss one without discussing the other; 
and, as it would save time, and be within the rules 
of propriety and order, he should avail himself of 
the discussion of one to speak of both. 

It. would be recollecied, that he had heretofore 
spoken of the sentiments of the present President 
of the United States, (Mr. Van Buren,) as being | 
favorable to the principles of both bills——as having | 
presented his opinions to that effect in officia! mes. 
sages--and he had taken it upon himself to say 
that he was entitled to more eredit for the sent- 
ments he had expressed, and the part he had 
acted on this subject, than any public man in the 
United States; and he, (Mr. Benren,) had said 
these things. with a full knowledge of what he was 
Saying, and with a fell determination to prove 
what be said when the proper opportunity presented 
itself. That opportunity had now arrived. The 
two bills were before the Senate; the discussion 
had commenced upon. them; and the cof- 
cially expressed opinions of the President were 
fit and proper matter to be presented to ihe 
Senate. He would, therefore, present the 
recommendations -of President Van Buren on 
the subject of pre-empiions and graduated prices 
.of the public lands, as he found them in his annual 
messages, and he would afterwards say something j 


in justification cf bis assertion, that Mr. Van Bu- 
ren deserved more credit for his conduct on the 
question of the public lands, and was entitled ‘to 
more gratitude from the cu.tivating and farming 
interest, than any other public man in America. 
The first extract to which he would call the atten- 
tion of the Senate, was from the President’s Mes- 
sage of December, 1837, which was in tke follow- 
ing words: i 
“A large portion of our citizens have seated 
themselves on the public lands, without authority, 
since the passage of the last pre-emption law, and 
now ask the enactment of another to enable them 
to retain the lands occupied, upon payment of the 
minimum Government price. ‘hey ask that which 
has been repeatedly granted before. If the future 
may be judged of by the past, litle harm can be 
done to the interests of thie Treasury by yielding to 
their request. Upon a critical examination, it is 
found that the lands sold at the publie sates, since 
the intreduction of cash payments, in 1820, have 
preduced, on an average, the nett revenue of only 
six cents an acre more than the minimum Govern- 
ment price. There isno reason to suppose that 
future sales will be more productive. The Go- 
vernment, therefore, has no adequate pecuniary in- 
terest to induce it to drive these people from the 
lands they occupy, for the purpose of selling them 
to others.” * * * # # # «A policy 
which should be limited to the mere object of sell- 
ing the lands for the greatest possible sum of 
money, without regard to higher considerations, 
finds but few adzccates. On the contrary, it is 
generally coneeded, that, while the mode of dispo- 
sition adopted by the Government should always 
be a prudent one; yet iis leading object ought to be 
the early settlement and cuitivation of the lands 
sold; and that it should discounienaneé, if it can- 
not prevent, the accumulation of large tracts in the 
same hands, which must, necessarily, retard the 


| growth of the new States, or entail upen them a 


dependent tenantry, and its attendant evils.” 

In the message of December, 1838, he found 
the following passage: 

“Our experience under the act passed at the last 
session, to grant ‘pre-emption rights to settlers on 
the public lands, has as yet been too limited to en- 
able us to pronounce with safety upon the efficacy 
of its provisions to carry oùt the wise and liberal 
policy of the Government in that respect. There 
is, however, the best reason to anticipate favorable 
results from its operation. ‘The recommendations 
formerly submitted te you in respect to a gradu- 
ation of the price of the public lands, remain to be 
finally acted upon. Having found no reason to 
ehange the views then expressed, your attention to 
them is again respectfully requested.” 

‘The message of December, 1839, contained these, 
observations: 

“On a former oecasion yout attention was invited 
to various considerations in support of a pre-emp- 
tion law in behalf of the settlers on the public lands, 
avd also of a law graduating the prices for such 
lands as had Jong been in the market unsold, in 
consequence cf their inferior quality. The execu. 
tion of the act which was passed oa the first sub- 
ject, has been attended with the happicst conse- 
quences, in quieting titles, and securing improve- 
ments to the industrious; and it has also, to a very 
gratifying extent, been exeropt from the frauds 
which were prac'ised under previous pre-emption 
Jaws., Tt has, at the same time, as was anticipated, 
contributed liberally during the present year to the 
receipts of the Treasury. : 

“The passage of a graduation law, with the 
guards before recommended, would also, Lam per- 
suaded, add considerably to ihe revenue for seve- 
tal years, and prove in other respecis just and be- 
neficia!. 

“Your early consideration of the subject is there- 
fore once more éarnestly requesied.” 

And lastly, from the message of December, 1840, 
he made the following quotation: 


“The available balance in the Treasury on the 
Ist of January next, is estimated at one million and 
a half of dollars. This sum, with the expected re- 
ceipts from all seurees during the next year, will, it 
is believed, be suficient to enable the Government’ 
to meet every engagement, and leave a suitable 


balance in ihe Treasury at the end of the. year, if 
the remedial measures connected with the customs 
and the public lands, heretofore recommended, 
shail be adopted, and the new appropriations by 
Congress shall not carry the expenditures beyond 
the official estimates.” a 

Now these were exirects from the four different 
messages from Mr. Van Buren during the four 
years that he had the filled the Presidential chair. 
The extracts spoke for themselves; they showed 
the sentiments of the President; and they showed 
him fo be whata patriot President should be—the 
uncompromisisxg enemy of speculators, and the 
frank and thorough friend of the settlers and cul- 
tivators. The President was for pre-emptions, and 
graduative prices; and these were the two things 
which the speculators abhor, which the good of the 
country required, and what every settler and culti- 
vatcr had been demanding for many years. The 
sentiments of Mr. Van Buren were made clear on 
these two great points. He had spoken for him- 
self, and that not once, cr twice, but four times; 
not in a private conversation, or in~a letter, or in 
electioneering harangues, but officially and pub- 
licly, in his high character of President, and under 
the responsibility of the constitutional injunction to 
recommend to Congress the measures which he 
deemed proper for their consideration. These 
were the sentiments—this the conduct of President 
Van Buren; and forthe manner in which he had 
taken these sentiments up, end expressed them 
the candid manner in which he had taken them ap, 
and tke responsible manner in which he had ex- 
pressed them—he had placed himself at the head 
of the list of the friends of the graduation and pre- 
emption policy, and had entitled himself to the 
gratitude and confidence of all the friends of thece 
measures. 


He accorded this high praise to Mr. Van Buren 
without any reservation, and without any exception 
whatever. He excepted nvbody—not even any 
one from the new States—and least of all did he 
except himself. He (Mr. Benton) and others 
from the new States, who had supported the pre- 
empiion and the graduation policy, had done their 
duty in a good cause, but their merit could not be 
equal tc that of statesmen from the Atlantic States, 
who had renounced unfourded prejudices against 
these important measures, and became their ardent 
supporters, and that against a powerful adverse in- 
terest. This was the ease of Mr. Van Buren. He 
was a member of that Senate when these measures 
had but few friends there, and when the settlers on 
the public lands, the pre-emption bills for their be- 
neft, and the graduation bill, were all accustomed 
to be dencunced, and that by Western men, in 
terms of unmeasured condemnation.’ Mr. Van 
Buren was a member of this body when he, (Mr. 
Bunton,) almost solitary and alone, pleaded the 
cause of the Western pionecr—claimed protection 


' for the meritorious settler—and argued the justice’ 


of reducing the price of the public lands according 
to its reduced quality and value. His solitary 
voice was overpowered at that time, and his bills 
were treated as preposterous, absurd, and imprac- 
ticable measures, and were said`to be repudiated by 
the peopie of the West themselves. This was what 
Mr. Van Buren, in common with other Senators 
from the Atlantic States, was accustomed to hear; 
and it was natural that sach representations, com- 
ing from Western men, should have its influence 
upon a stranger to the West, and prejudice his 
mind against the settlers on the publie lands, and 
against all the measures intended for their relief. 
It was na‘ural that such should be the effect pro- 
duced; and accordingly Mr. Van Buren, with almost 


- the whole bedy of Atlantic Senators, voted against 


pre-emption bills, and graduation bills, during 
the time that he was a Senator on this floor; but 
his mind, though misled, was jast and candid, and 
open to the convietions.of truth; and during the 
four years that he presided over this body—~during 
the four years of his Vice Presidency that he sat in 
the chair of the President of the Senate, and gave 
such punctual attendance and such respectful at- 
tention to their debates—daring these four years 
his prejudices became entirely removed, and he 
became favorable tothe bills which he had for- 
merly opposed. This change took place under the pro- 
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gress of discussion and under circumstances which 
proved that it was as disinterested and as fearless, as 
it was enlightened and equitable. It took place dur- 
ing the progress of anadverse measure—the land re- 
venue distribution bill—a measure calculated to 
enlist all the old States against the settlers, against 
pre-emplions, and against reduced prices of the 
public lands. lı was in the face of this antago- 
nist measure—it was during the progress of this 
adverse bill, so hostile to the settlers and the new 
States, and so well calculated to atray all the old 
States against the new ones—it wasduring the pro- 
gress of this measure which presented so much to 
the hopes of a calculating politician, and when some 
former friends of the new States were faltering and 
going way before it—it was in this crisis that Mr. 
Ven Buren became sensible of the correctness 
of the graduation and pre-emption policy; and from 
that time he only waited the appropriate opportu- 
nity to manifest his sentiments. That opportunity 
presented itself when he became President of the 
United States, and in that character had to discharge 
the constitutional duty of recommending to Con- 
gress the measures which he deemed proper for their 
consideration. In his first annual message, he recom- 
mended the graduation andpre-emption policy: in 
his second message he did the same; in the third 
he repeated the recommendation; and in h.s fourth 
and last, he has adhered to it. This has been his 
conduct in relation to these important measures; 
and upon this statement of facts, as concisely as 
they were correctly stated, he (Mr. BENTON) 
rested the assertion, that Mr. Van Beren stood at 
the head of the list of the meritorious friends of the 
graduation and pre-emption policy, and was enti- 
tled to the gratitude and confidence of all who be- 
lieved, as he did, that that policy was the true 
policy of the country, combining in the highest de- 
gree the interest of the individual with the interest 
of the pablic. 

Having done this justice to Mr. Van Buren, and 
availed himself of the advantage of his arguments 
in favor of the two bills referred to, he (Mr. BeN- 
Tom) would go on to give his own testimony, đe- 
rived from experience, in their favor. It was now 
thirty-one years since he had first been calle? to 
act in a legislative capacity on the subject of pre- 
emptions, and fourteen years since he had first 
moved the graduation policy on this floor; and all 
experince had confirmed him in his opinion in 
favor of the wisdom and justice of both measures. 
As far back as the year 1809, he bad been a mem- 
ber of the General Assembly of the State of Ten- 
nessee—a member of the Senate of that Slate—and 
in that capacity, had given his cordial support to 
the pre-emption policy, extended by that State to 
the settlers on the public lands of the State south of 
the Holston river. He had seen the operation of the 
pre-emption law then passed by the Legislature of 
that State, and he had seen the operation of all the 
pre-emption laws since passed by Congress. He 
had seen all—titerally seen it; for his resi¢ence in 
the West enabled him to see it; and he could truly 
say that the operation of these laws had been equi- 
table and beneficial—good for the individual set- 
tler—good for the public Treasury—good for the 
country. He was, therefore, confirmed in the poti- 
cy by the test of experience, and should continue 
to give it an ardent support. Ee was for the set- 
tler—for the man that went forward amidst every 
danger, under every privation, and against every 
hardship, to build his log cabin in the depth of the 
wilderness, and to provide by his labor and his 
courage for the suppott and defence of his family. 
The soil should go to the cultivators, was his doc- 
trine; the first comer having the. first choice; the 
second comer the second choice; snd so on to the 
end of the list, speculators and general purcha- 
sers taking their choice after the first settlers were 
provided for. Thus, experience had tested the 
benefit of the pre-emption system: it had done the 
same with the graduation principle, for this princi- 
ple had been tried in the State of Tennessee, and 
had worked well there: it had been tried in the 
State of Mississippi, on the Chickasaw lands, and 
by virtue of a clause in their treaty, ratified by the 
Senate of the United States, and had worked well 
there. The graduation principle had worked well 
in both these instances, and tke public mind of all 
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the new Siates, and in ail the Territories, was en- 
tirely in favor of it. It was as necessary in the 
old counties as the pre-emption bill was in the new 
ones; and the current of public opinion was now 
so strong in ils favor, that those who ridiculed it 
when he (Mr. Benton) fist brought it forward, 
now eclipsed him in their zeal for it, and laid hold 
of the graduaticn bill as a passport to popularity, 
and as a ladder to promotion. 

He had pleasure in saying that the public mind 
throughout the Union had shown itself favorable, 
daring the late Presidential canvass, to the policy 
of these two bills: the actual President was known 
to be favorable to them from his public messages 
to Congress; the President elect was argued to be 
so from his past votes in this body; and to neither 
were his sentiments on this point cbjected in any 
part of the Union. Mr. Van Buren received near 
four hundred thousand popular votes more than he 
bad received in 1836; General Harrison received 
more than one hundred thousand above him; and 
that after having voted fora pre-emption anda gra- 
duation bill far mote liberal in their provisions than 
the bills now before the Senate. He voted, in 
1828, fora graduation bill down to 25 cents per 
acre, and fora pre-emptive right o” purchase gra- 
duated down to 5 cents an acre; and had the foll 
benefit of these votes in the new States, without 
the least diminution of public favor in the old ones. 

He (Mr. Benton) bere adverted particularly 
to the provisions of the bill for which Genera! 
Harrison voted in 1828, and which, for the sake of 
precision, on a point so important, we insert entire. 
A BILL to graduate the price of the public lands, 

to make donations thereof to acinual settlers, and 

to cede the refuse to the States ia which they 
lie. 

Be it enacted by the Senate aid Unuse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That so much of the public lands es 
have been offered heretofore at public sale, and 
which may remain unsold en the first Monday of 
November next, and shali then be subject to entry 
at private sale, shall, thereafter, be offered at pri- 
vate sale, in parcels, conformable to sectional di- 
visions and subdivisions, until the sale thereof shail 
be effected, at the following graduation of prices: 
For two years next ensuing the first Monday of 
November, cne thousand eight hundred and twen- 
ty-eight, at one deliar per acre; for two years next 
ensuing the first Monday of November, 1830, at 
seventy-five cents per 2cre; for two years next en- 
suing the first Monday of November, 1832, si 
fifty cents per acre; and fortwo years, from and 
after the first Monday of Nevembcr, 1834, at twen- 
ty-five cents per acre. 

Sec. . And be it further enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawful forany head of a family, young 
man over the age of twenty one years, or widow, 
not having received a donation of land from the 
United States, and wishing to become an actual 
settler on any parcelof publie land authorized by 
thisact to be cold, and not exceeding in quantity 
the amount of one-quarter section, to demand 
and receive from the proper register and receiver, 
as soon as thirty days shall have elapsed after the 
said parcel shall have fallen to either of the gradu- 
ated prices by this act established, a written per- 
mission to settle on the same; and ifthe person zo 
applying shall pay down to the proper receiver the 
sum of seventy-five cents per acre for land offered 
by the first section of this act for one dollar per 
acre; or fifty ceats peracre for land offered at se- 
venty-five cents per acre; or twenty-five cents per 
acre for land offered at @fty cents per acre; or five 
cents per acre for land offered at twenty-five cents 
per acre, and shall forthwith setile thereupon, and 
evitivate the same for five consecutive years, and 
shall be a citizen of the United States at the end of 
that time, the said person, on making proof before 
the proper register and receiver, of such settle- 
ment, cultivation, and citizenship, shall be entitled 
to receive a patent therefor from the United Siates. 
Add if two or more persons, entitled under this act 
tothe privileges of actual settlers, shall apply at 
the same time for the same parcel of land, then the 
register and receiver shall immediately decile the 
right of preference between them, according to the 
equitable circumstances; and, where these are equal, 
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by lot: Provided, always, That no sale, or assign« 
ment af any settlement right shall be valid, and in 
no case shall the patent issue to any person but-the 
setiler himself, if living, or to his heirs or devisees 
if dead. Eeo 

SEC. . And be if further enacted, That the regis- 
ters and receivers, for services done under the 
third section of this act, shall have a right to de- 
mand and take, from the party applying for such 
services, the following fees: For a written permis- 
sion to settle upon a quarter section of land, the 
sum of twenty-five cents cach; for taking the proof 
ef settlement, cultivation, and citizenship, and 
granting the final certificate, the further sum of 
fifty cents each. : 


Mr. BENTON then resumed. He said this was 


` the graduation and pre-emption, and also donation 


bill, which he brought into the Senate in 1823— 
which was amended by that body until it took the 
shape which it now wears, and for which General 
Harrison voted. Ife voted seven times on yeas ` 
and nays, as the journal will show, in majorities, 
ficing the features and details of the bill: be then 
voted in a respectable minority of twenty-one’ in 
favor of ordering the bill to its third reading: and 
he showed himself to be a firm friend to the bill of 
1828, which reduced the price of the public lands 
as low as twenty-five cents per acre, and which 
gave the settlers twenty-five cents advantage in the 
purchase. All this was duly made known to the 
American public during the canvass, and no where 
gave rise to any objection to him. It did not pre- 
vent him from receiving a great majority of the 
voles of the people and of the Siates. It was fair, 
then, to conclude that the people of the United 
States are satisfied with the pre-emption and the | 
graduation policy; and that, iu passing the two bills 
v bofure the Senate, the rare felicity would be 
need of conforming to the sentiments of the 
President, of the President elect, of the pee- 
ple of the new States, and of the people of the old 
States. l 

He (Mr. Benton) had referred to the votes of the 
President elect on the graduation and pre-emption ' 
biil of 1828, in no invidious or unfriendly spirit, 
Ee had done it for the precise purpose which’ he 
had avowed—for the purpose of showing that: the 
new President had gone infinitely farther in sup- 
port of such bills than th» present propositions go; 
and that, for this, he bad received the greatest ap- 
planse in the new Siates, without losing a particle 
of popularity in the old ones. It was for this pur- 
pose that he had quoted the votes of General Har- 
risos; end he conceived that the argument which 
he drew from these votes, and the public ‘satisfac- 
tion with the gentlemen who gave them, was per- 
fectly fair and parliamentary. 

He would conclade what he had to say on this 
subject with recalling to the recollection of the 
Senate the fact that both the pre emption and the 
graduation bills were now preseated as revenue 
measures—that both the President and the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury presented them as such— 
presented them as bills which would accelerate the 
sales of the public lands, and increase the income 
from that branch of the revenue,—while adding to 
ihe strength, wealth, culuvation, and compact set- 
ilement of the S:ates and Territories in which the 
public lands lie. That wasa most material fea- 
ture in the character of those bills at present. It 
shon!d recommend them to all sides of that cham» 
ber—pariicularly to the anti-Demoeratic side, who . 
were calling out for new taxes to defray the. cur- 
rent expenses of the Government, and to pay a 
national debi, which they allege to exist.: ‘To that . 
party these two bills must come as welcome visit- 
ers—as fountains of supply~as the exact thing 
which they want—as a means of augmenting the 
revenue without disturbing any branch of com- 
merce—as most happily combining the interests of 
individuals with the supply of the Treasury, and 
the accommodation of the public. 

Mr. PRENTISS spoke, as was understood, in 
opposition to the bill, but in so low a tone of voice, 
as to be inaudible at the Reporters? desk. . 

Mr. MANGUM rose to make some inquiry res 
specting certain provisions of the bül He said .. 
there was a provision that from and after the pas- 
sage of this ect, every head of a family, ete. should 
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be entitled io certain privileges therein mentioned; 
and he wished to know whether it was intended that 
theré should be a limitation: to colcr, or whether 
blacks were intended to. be included, as well as 
white persons, ; 

What the: precise object of the clause was, to 
which the Senator referred, did not reach the Re- 
porters’ desk; and as the Reporters are not permit 
ted to have the use of any Congressional bill or do- 
cument, it is necessarily left in obseurity. 

He also inquired whether the bill was intended 
to comprebénd aliens as well as free-citizens. It 
appeared to him, sOme of the terms used in the bill 
Were’ exceedingly comprehensive, and yet, indefi- 
nite. He’ wished further to know how long a per- 
son would be required to occupy the public land, 
before he would be entitled to the privileges pro- 
posed by this bill; and he was desirous of being in- 
formed what guard or security theie was that one 
person: would not settle on ten or twelve suc- 
cessive sections of land in the same year. 

He saw no provision respecting the length of oc- 
cupancy, nor any to prevent a setiler entering half 
a dozen or more sections at the’same time; and he 
would be glad if the friends ef this bill woald give 
him the information which he desired before he 
voted on the bill. He further observed that it ap- 
peared to him, if this bill passed it would ‘revolu- 
tionize the whole land system of the country, and 
confer the power-on the register and receiver of the 
district, and the Commissioner of the Land Office 
—higher judicial power than was known to be be- 
stowed to any officers in this country; in truth, the 
whole land would be subject to a centrical system, 
and the existing land system might be dispensed 
with. Fie further complained that the bill would 
be unequal in its operation, and consequently un- 
just towards some portion of our citizens, who 
could not by possibility derive the slightest advan- 
tage from this law. He insinuated that those 
“boys” of cighteen years ef age, who, by this act, 
would be entitled to pre-emption, would be twenty- 
one four years hence; and afier stating that be did 
not prepose to go into a discussion of this bill, con- 
eluded ‘by observing that he was opposed to its 
whole policy. 

He afterwards again rose, and moved the amend- 
ment of `a section to which he had referred, by in- 
iroducing the word “white” before “persons,” 
thereby limiting the right to pre-enrption, so as to 
exclude persons of color. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky called for the ayes and 
noes thereon, which were ordered, and the question 
being taken, it was decided in the afiirmatiye—ayes 
37, nay 1, as follows: ‘ 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Ken 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Fulton, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mangum, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Preston, Roane, Robins n, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith of Coaneciient, Smith of Indiena, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
and Young-- 37. 

NAY—Mr. Porter—1, 

Mr. MANGUM then moved the insertion of the 
werds “being a citizen of the United States” after 
the words “single man,” so as to exclude aliens 
from the right of pre-emption, 

Mr. CALHOUN inquired whether, in point cf 
fact, any but a citizen could hold land; and he was 
informed that aliens could hold land in Chio, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama was also understood to 
say that aliens could hold land in many of the new 
States. “i 

Mr. CALHOUN remaiked that the law in this 
pagticular should conform to the laws ‘of the re- 
spective States. bs ‘es 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said this was no new 
question; but no. bill of - this deseription ever did 
contain a provision like that now proposed to be 
inserted;.and yet no evil was known Jo grow out of 
them. This ought to be Salisfaciory to the Senator 
from South Carolina. 

Mr. CALHOUN said this was with him a ques- 
tion of principle; and he had merely made tke 
inquiry, that he might bave a knowledge of the 
fact.. f l 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said this was a bill of 


: forgot what bad passed in this body. 
| three years since this very question was argued at- 
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great importance; and as he was-of opinion that it 
would require many amendments, he would suggest, 
as it was past three o’cloek, the usual hour of ad- 
journment, that the bill should be p2ssed over. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that we ourselves scon 
Itis not yet 


considerable length, and solemnly decided by the 


: Senate. When the last pre-emption bill was uñ- 


der consideration, in January, . 1838, the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. Merrick] had moved to ex- 
clude foreigners from the benefit of its provisions; 


- and after much debate his motion was negatived. 


From the investigation which then tock place, the 
fact was established, that from the very beginning 
of our land sales, foreigners had always been per- 
mitted to purchase the public lands in the same 
manner as if they were our own citizens. No in- 
convenience had ever, to his knowledge, resulted 
from this practice. No person even now proposed 
to change it. This was the established policy of 
the country. The attempt now made was pot to 
prevent foreiguers from purchasing the public 
lands, but from acquiring the right of pre emption. 
For his own part, he thought that the alien who 
came to this country, traversed the Atlantic States, 
and made a settlement with his family in the wil- 
derness of the far West, ought not to be excluded 
from the privilege of purchasing at the minimum 
price, in preference to all other persons, the small 
tract of land which he had improved, merely be- 
cause he had drawn his first breath in a foreign 
land. In this particular he ought to be placed on 
tbe same footing with our own citizins. 

The uniform practice of selling the public lands 
to foreigners interfere. with no right of any of the 
Statez, no mater whether aliens were permitted to 
purchase lands under their laws or not. The title 
thus acquired by the alien would be good against 
all mankind except the sovereign Siate within 
whose limits the land was sitvaied. If under its 
laws aliens could not kold real estate, the State 
might forfeit it by the common law process of 
escheat. None of the new Sta‘es had ever adopted 
this course. On the contrary, they were all glad 
that emigrants from other countries should pur- 
chase and cultivate these lands. He was, therc- 
fore, prepared, both on principle and on policy, to 
vote against the amendment of the Senator from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Manaum.] 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky suid it was very true 
that this question, as had been observed by the Se- 
nator from Pennsylvania, had been raised some 
years ago; and he also believed, beyond the moun- 
tains, aliens were allowed to hold land, but he also 


believed that there wes some condition required in’ 


almosiall the States—in some of them, a residence 
of two or three years. Now it might be a question 
whether they should extend the privilege except to 
those holding by Stats authority—and aliens who 
hold were nol entit'ed to a vote—bnt he (Mr. 
Cray) was opposed oo principle to the Fropo: tion 
that aliens should be invited from every portion of 
the habitable globe, to take possession of the public 
lands on terms so peeuliarly favorable as were pro- 
posed by this bill. 

Whilst a man is an alen, owing allegiance to 
any foreign power, he ought not to exercise the 
right of franchise in our country; nor ovght either 
the serfs of Russ‘a, or the subjcets of Austria, or of 
England, or France, bound by their aliegiance to a 
foreign potentate, to he allowed, vntil they re- 
nonneed their fealty to their original potentate, to 
enjoy the privileges of American freemen: On this 
question he hoped, neither there nor elsewhere, 
would there be any diversity of opinion, whatever 
there might be of the nesessiy of a greater or less 
ion of the rights of an 
American citizen in the different stages of the na- 
tional progress, in its iafancy and maturiy. There 
was anether poist on which there ought not to be 
any diversity of opinion. - Though it might be the 


. practice of our Government to sell the soul of our 


country alike to aliens as to citizens, there should 
not be extended aa invitation to aliens to come 
and purchase our Jands; aad yet such would be the 
effect of this bi'l, It was a question of sound policy 
whether they would hold out io all, without or 
within this country, these peculiar privileges 


of pre-emptioners. Tle (Mr. Cray) should 
conform his vote to that which be had given 
this question three years ago. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that like the Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray} he would most cordi- 
ally adhere to the vote which he had given on ‘this 
question three years ago. He agreed with the 
Senator, that until a foreigner became a citizen, he 
ought noi to be permitted to exere’se the elective 
franchise. But the present case was fat different. 
What, efter all, was this privilege of pre-emption 
about whieh we had heard co much? Was ita 
gift of the land? -Ne. Was ita sale of the land 
below the ordinary price fixed upon it by the 
Government? Certainly not. What then was ir? - 

We had ascertained by long experience that the 
public lands, from some cause or other, do not 
command at public sale on an average more than 
two or three cents per acre more than the minimum 
price. ‘The reason of this, we may easily conjec. 
ture? ‘Phe baads of speculators who attend these 
sales, combine for the purpose of keeping down the 
price to the minimum standard. They are thus 
enabled to obtain the choice tragts at but one or 
two cents above ore dollar and twenty-five cents per 
acre. Now what is the great privilege which we 
confer by this bill? It is nothing more than this;—~ 
that the man who goes into the wilderness—selects 
a quarter section of Jand—erects his leg cabin 
upon it, and brings it into a state of cultivation, 
shall not be tarned out cf house and home by any 
greedy speculator who may bave cast his longing 
eyes upon it. This spot of land is not offered at 
public sale, but is reserved for the actual settler, 
provided he pays for it in cash at the rate of one dollar 
end twenty-five cents per acre. The Government 
may thus, by possibility, lose one, two or three 
cents on each acre, in securing to this poor man 
his selected home. This is the sum total of the 
benefit to him and the loss to the Treasury; with- 
out bringing into the account the advantage which 
the country derives from having its vacant lands 
settled and cultivated by a brave and hardy popu- 
lation. 

Now, jn regard to aliens. The Senator has ad- 
mitted that, from the origin of the Government un- 
til the present day, they have been permitted to 
purchase the public lands of the West, either at 
public sale er by private entry. This fact isin- 
controvertibie. Then why make an odious distinc- 
tion agains! foreigners in this particular case? If 
you permit them to purchase in every other form, 
why deny to them the privilege of purchasing as 
pre-emptioners. The alien who flies from oppres- 
sion at home, and makes his way into the far West, 
and there fixes his habitation, at the same time 
places his body asa barrier against the attacks of 
the savage foe which your policy has’ collected on 
that frontier. Such aliens thus farnish stronger 
evidence of their fidelity to the country, and of 
their intention to become citizens, than they could 
do by a mere declaration to this effect, under the 
naturalization laws, though, he presumed, such a 
declaration was made by ihem in almost every in- 
s'ance. Aman who merely does this, may change 
his intention before he becomes a citizen; but the 
man who makes a settlement on the public land, 
and purchases it from the Government, thus iden- 
tifies his own fate and that of his family, for weal 
or for wo, with cur Government. “From such 
mea we have nothing to apprehend. And shall we 
suffer even the alien speculator, who has no inten: 
tion of ever becoming a citizen, to purchase the 
humble dwelling of this poor man, and drive him 
out of possession? Such might often be the case, 
ifit were not for your pre-emption laws, For my 
own part, I shall always Imost cheerfully, as long 
as I shall be honored with a seat in the Senate, 
grant this trifling privilege to the actual settler, 
whether he has emigrated from the old to the new 
States, ʻo improve his condition, or has fled from 
oppression in the old world, te live under the pro- 
tection of our Republican iestitutions. 

Mr. BENTON sad there were no resirictions jn 
Missouri upon the acquisition of lands by aliens- 
that it was the policy of the State to encourage emi 
gration, and she had therefore place: foreigners ox 
a level with citizens in what relates to the rights of 
property. i 
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With respect: to the present motion to exclude 
aliens from the benefit of the pre-emption laws, he 
said it was the repetition of a motion which had 
been made two years ago, and which had beer 
then rejected; and he saw no new reasen for bring- 
ing it forward now. It was, in his opinion, an im- 
politic and.an unwise motion, ard the reasons given 
for it were unfounded and unienable. What were 
those reasons? Why, that it gives a right in our 
soil to emigrants from foreign counties, before 
they have abjured allegiance to their native coun 
try, aud encourages the refuse of the European po. 
pulation to come to our country. Now this bull 
could offer induccments to no one to come but such 
as meant to live by their labor, and by the most 
useful and honorable of all pursuifs—that of agri 
culture. To such only could the pre-emptive pri: 
vilege be an indacement to leave their own country 
and remove to the United States; and all such musi 
be most. welcome accessions to cur population. “Fu 
reseive the benefit of the bill, the emigrant mnst ga 
and settle on the public lend—he must clear it and 
cultivate it, built a log cabin upon it, and inbabitit. 
This was a real pledge of fidelity to the country—a 
better one than an oath of abjuration of foreignal- 
Icgiance could give. The settler, under such eir- 
cumstances, became at ogres a meritorious inhabi- 
tant; he attached himsclf to the soil; he began to 
add to the mass of the rational wealth, by adding 
to the mass of the national production; he took h's 
place among the farmers, and from the first mo- 
ment felt his attachment to the country in which he 
was instantly elevated to the class of frecholders; and 
his feelings were communicated tohis children, and 
love of America grew up in their hearts, and pre: 
dominated in their affections. For himself, he (Mr 
Benton) could say that his own experience was 
entirely in favor of the measure. He had seen the 
effect of the pre-emption privilege in Missouri in 
favor of foreign emigrants; it drew a vast many of 
them to the State, and instantly converted them 
into meritorious cultivators of the soil. Germans, 
especially, came in vast numbers, and were con: 
tinuing to arrive, and the country deeply felt the 
benefit of their jabors. hey were tcrming large 
settlements, and towns, and villages, and were jn- 
corporating with the population and becoming part 
ofits mass, The passage of this bill, and its twin 
brother, the graduation bill, by which the inferior 
lands will be reduced in price, will greatly augment 
this emigration; and he (Mr. Benton) should re. 
joice to see it. “Emigrants who came here io dal 
in money, found no restrictions upon their acquis 
tions; alien merchants or bankers may acquire mik 
lions, and carry them away. To this none of the 
gentlemen objecied. Then why should they objecit 
to the acquisition of a few hundred dollars’ worth 
of land by an alien, when he must remain and cul. 
tivate that land for the general good as well as for 
his own individual benefit, for he could not carry it 
away from the country? This was absurd; and he 
(Mr. Benton) was as‘onished to see ihe difference 
which was made between the acqvisiticn of real 
and personal estate. The alien banker or mer 
chant may sequire unlimited millions, and exercise 
vast influence over the policy and elections of the 
country; the solitary cultivator who would work 
his little field in the woeds, having no power to in- 
fluence any body, is objected to as a dangerous cha: 
_racier. This was preposterous, and the objection 
could not hold. The motion to exclude siens had 
been rejected heretofore by a decided vote cf the 
Senaie, and he trusted it would be so rejected 
again. 

The question on adopting the amendment pro: 
posed by Mr. Mancum being taken, it was decided 
in the negative—aycs 12, nays 30, as follow:: 

YEAS-—Mess's. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Huntington, Knight, 
Mangum, Meriek, Prentiss, Preston, and Reg- 
gles—12. 


NAYS —Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Falten, Hene 
derson; Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Fierce, Porter, Roane, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indi 
ana, Sturgeon, Fallmadee, Veppau, Walker, 
Wali, Williams, Wright, and Yeung—30. 
And the Senaie adjourned. 
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Turspay, January 5, 1841. & $ 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama offered the following 
amendment, which was agreed to: a 

And he it further enacted, That, prior to any 3 

being made under the privileges given by this act, 
proof of the settlement and improvement required 
by its provisions shall he made to the satisfaction 
of the register and receiver of the land district in 
which such lands may He, agreeably to the rules 
which may be prescribed by the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office for that purpose; which 
register and receiver shal, each, be extitled to re- 
evive fifty cents for his services therein; and all as- 
signmentsor transfers of the right of pre-emption 
given by this act, prier to the issuance of patents, 
shall be nuli and veid. 
PGMir. TAPPAN proposed to amend the bill by an 
amendment which declared that the settler should 
b- eatitled to the benefits of the pre-emption rigat 
only ones, which was aarce.l to. f 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he had an amend- 
ment to propose, as. proviso, to the last clause, as 
follows: 

“Provided, That no person b 
be estitled to any priv 
or preemption granted by this excent only 
such as shall previons'y have made, in due form of 
law, the declaration of intenti, reqnired by the 
naturalization laws cf the United States, to become 
a etzen of the said United States. 

“And provided further, That no person shall take 
any right or benefit under this act, who shall not 
make oath be‘ore some proper cficer awhorized 
to administer oaths, that lus whole estate was no’, 
a? the time of his s-ttlemen!, worth as much as five 
hundred dolars.” 

He szid he } 
Senate decided th 
tha Senate i 
reigners setiling on our publie jands, of course in- 
tended to become citizens; but it appeared to him 
1t might stili be proper to require of them some 
jegal evidence of that intention. He did not see 
what possible objection there could he to this 

Mr. ANDERSON. ‘There is no objection to the 
first part of the resolution. ` 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Ff, indeed, they were 
going to legisiate on the plan proposed yesterday by 
the honoratle Senator from Pennsylvania, [ 
Bucwanay,] and were net only to welcome all fo- 
reigners, but in our expansive philanthrepy to graut 
them privileges, refused to our own native born ci- 
iizens, then, to be sure, there would be no necessity 
of such a proviso as he proposed; but if Con- 
gress legislated on acy like a principle of na- 
Ucvality, if it proposed to recognise any distincien 
between foreigners and natives, then surely the 
amendment was proper and reasonable. Else, 
what was there to prevent foreigners actually to 
form colenies in the midst of cyr conniry? to avail 
themselves of all the benefits nded by our la 
without the least thong inteation of ever as. 
suming the responsibiliies of American citizens? 
"Phere were already many foreigners of this de- 

ion i ecuntry; there were many mer- 
at cities who were ever ready an 
on the alert to grasp at every privilege our leg 
tion would permit to ther, but who were note 
zens with us, and never intended tobe. Before be 
would grant to a foreigner the privilege pros ided 
by this bill, he would record evidence of the man’s 
intention to become naturalized. Was this too 
much torcquire? The Senate had been told that 
to all those who fled from oppression in the old 
world we were to grant—what? Oar own lands? 
‘Thai was the amount of it. But this w 
was not prepared to do. Lt had been ur 
tion to de this to foreis , be- 
ir breasts as a bulwark fo 
foe upon our frontier. 
made foreign breasts the 
it come to 
asts of fo- 
had 
ple were 


ing an alicn shall 
of seitiement 


od yesterday, when the 
ould be admitted, that 


co 


ge 


ys had to rely ontheb 
reignersfor thei on? No, vo, no. 
not come to that pass. ‘The American | 
not yet redused sv low as to be forced to offer er- 
cevary sowards to strangers and forcigners to 

csetbeir bosoms as & rampart to defend us—against 
whom? Not againsta world in arms would he 


seck such a bulwark for protection, muc 


against a horde of naked savages. This might do. 


to be used in argument; it made a very pretty figure, 


in a speech; but he could not think that gentlemen: 


3 


were quite in earnest when they urged such a .con-; 
sideration as that on the Senate. No, no; we want. 


ed no such equivalent for our lands; what we- chose. 
to grant we would grant freely, and not encumber 
it with a condition of defending us against the In- 
dians on our border. Allhe would require was a 
simple pledge of intention to become one of onr- 
selves; to share the rights and responsibilities of 
American citizens. Could less be asked than thi ? 

As to the second branch of the amendment, viz: 
the requirement of an oath that the estate of the 
applicant for a pre-emption did not exceed: ¢500— 
whatobjection could there be to it? The authors 
of the bill had thrown the “Jog cabin” feature into 
it expressly to show, as he supposed, that the -bill 
was to be enacted for the benefit of the poor mane 
He wan‘ed itio be so in faetand in trath. He 
did not want a law to make rich men richer, but to 
furnish a home to the indastrions man who wanted 
tolive and to work. It was important that there 
should be some limitation to the operation of ‘the 
bili: otherwise, under the pretextot giving a home 


rate in fact for the benefit of the graspingjlant 


from Alabama (Mr. CLAY] was advocating and 
urging the bi!l upon the Senate, he (Mr. CRITTENDEN ) 
received a letter from an old friend and constituent, 
inquiring wits evident anxieiy whether there was 
not a great pre-emption bill to pags this session; the 
letier stated that throughout that country there was 
a great movement amcng the people; men of sub- 
stance wers quitting good houses and settlements, 
and removing, with the hope of getting richer, on 
to rey lands. This was under the idea that now, 
as her 
actual residence and settlement. The writer added 
that he made the inquiry more particularly, be- 
cause there lay near bis presentresidence a piece 
of very good land, and if ke was sure sucha bill 
was {0 pass, he would at once break up ang 
remove to this new tract. The 
thai the removals were very numerous—in fact, 
that thee seemed a general movement through 
| ali that part ef the country. Not only log cabins 


of the best description, bat in sume cases good 
briek houses, were abandoned that their owners 
might avail themselves of the expected pre-amp- 
enrich themselves and their: children. 


tion law to 


use it as an engine to increase their wealth. 

Mr. TACP*N saidif the amendment of the Se- 
na‘or from Kentucky failed, he should propose an 
amendment to remedy the evil by preventing the 
acquisition of 2 pre-emption right, by any person 
who sheuld bs the owner of any land, and should 


qait it to live on the public lands. 

Mr. BUCHANAN could not have supposed that 
the few incidental remarks which he kad made on 
the question which was yesterday decided by: the 
Senate, wou'd have brought out the Senator from 

| Kentucky, [Mr. Crirrenpen] or any other Senator, 
in reply to- He had no right, however, to 
complaia of tèis, and was only sorry that he (Mr. 
B) was now compelled, in self-defence, to make a 
few observations in reply to his remarks. It had 
been his purpose not to utter a single word on. the 
general subject of pre-emptions, which had been so 
often discussed by him before; but to content him- 
olf by merely giving his silent vote in favor of the 


Mr. B. should neither vote for the first ner the 
second clause of the Senators amendment. He 
went against the whole and each of its parts.. In 
relation to the first clause, he held that the foreigner 
who penetrated to the Western frontier of our vast 
éountry, and there seitied upon and enltivated a 
tract of land, presented the clearest proof, and tbat 
hy the m desi 
become a tiize 


nof the United States. How can 


À 


to ihe poor and laboring man, the law would ope» > 


specula'or. By a curious coincidence enough; it- 
had happened yesterday, that while the gentleman. : 


ofore, the pre-emption law would reguire.. 


letter stated 


isive actions, of his intention itos 
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it be contended thst this was no proof of such an 
intention? Tree whole conduct of sach a man 
manifested that he was determined to live and to 
die by the soil. In what other mauner could he 
give stronger proof of his devotion to onrinstitutions 
than to have transferred his home from his native 
country to the far West, and there io have felled 
the forest and erected a dwelling (ke would not say 
-a log cabin; for he had no reason to be remarkably 
partial to that name,) for himself and his family? 
He thus acquired, not the titl: to the tract of land 
which he had selected, but merely the right to pur- 
ehase and pay for it atthe Government price, in 
preference to all other persons. If he should prove 
unable to do this, his labor was all fgrfeiled. Mr. 
B. could assure the Senatcr, that from such aliens 
as these, he need apprehend no danger of foreign 
influence. These pionecr farmers were not the 
men from whom we had any thing to dread. He 
should never consent to destroy the title of sucha 


man, ‘after he had paid for his land, and thus to. 


render all his toils and privations unavailing, 
merely because through negligence he might not 
have gone to a court of justice, and made a formal 
declaration of his intention to become a citizen of 
the United States, before his actual settlement 
commenced. No, never! Tis jadgment and his 
feelings would equally revolt against such an act. 

He (Mr. B.) could not understand the opposi- 
tion which had been manifested in certain quarters 
to foreigners, who had sought a refuge and a home 
in our country. Had they not materially assisted 
in achieving our independence? In the days of 
the Revolution no such jealousy was felt towards 
the brave Irishmen, Frenchmen, and Germans, 
who, side by side with our native citizens, had 
fought the battles of liberty, On the contrary, he 
had no doubt, it was from a grateful sense of 
these services, that it had ever been the settled 
policy of the Government to allow them to pnr- 
chase our vacant lands ucon the same terms with 
American citizens, 

Was there no reason for pursuing the same po- 
licy at the present day? Was it not clearly our 
interest as a nation to permit such emigrants to 
purchase, and possess our vacant lands, and thus 
esiablish a line of defence on our frontier against 
the incursicns of the savage enemy? This wasa 
wise policy which he trusted might never be aban- 
doned: 

But the Senstor [Mr. Crirrenpen] made light 
of the danger from the hordes of savages, which, 
wisely ‘or unwisely, had been collected on our 
Western frontier; and he thought it was degrading 
to American citizens to be proiceted and defended 
by any foreigner not yet naturalized, 

Mr. B. believed that the danger was one which 
might well be apprehended even by the bravest men. 
Some twenty or thiaty theusand Indien warriors, 
he did not recollect the number exactly, now og- 
cupied the country along the Western line of ihe 
States of Missouri, Arkansas, and Louisiana. 
There they were, and there they must remain, or 
the national faith must ba violated. They had 
been almost literally driven to that frontier from 
their native homes in the interior of the States, 
with all the hostile feelings and wounded pride 
which onur conduet towards them naturally 
inspired. At any time, at all times, there was 
danger of a united war being waged hy these 
savages against our frontier settlements. We 
all know that itis the nature cf the Indian to brocd 
over his vengeance, ard to strike the most dreaz- 
ful biow when his enemy least expects it, Was 
it not then clearly ia icy Of the Government to 
inerease the number of inhabitants on that frontier? 
And if-an Irish, a Germen, or a French emigrant 
thought proper to scii , was he (Mr. B.) to 
be censured for having de d that their bosoms 
would become bulwarks the incursions of 
our Savage enemy? TI a 
ways be ready to disin defence of th 
sessions whieh this Government e 
them first to improve and then to purchase. 

Bat the Senator thought it would be degrading to 
Americans to resort to such a defence. Mr. B 
well knew that “the blood of Doaglas eculd pro- 
tect itself.” He knew thar our own citizens conld 
defend their country: but how they conld be 


r 


degraded by fighting in the same ranks with fo- 
reigners,as our Revolutionary forefathers bad done, 
he was utterly ata loss to conceive. This was a 
species of exalted pride which he could not under- 
stand, And this, too, when these foreigners, united 
with our own citizens, were defending their com- 
mon posse:sions and their homes. It was certain 
that such men would become citizens as soon as 
they could under our naturalization laws; but if 
any of them, either ignorantly or from negligence, 
had omitted to make a formal declaration of their 
intention to this effect, he wouid never deprive 
them of their privilege of preemption, and drive 
them from their homes for this reason. He could 
not, therefore, give his support to the first clause 
of the Senators. amendment. On the second 
clause of the amendment, he should say nothing, 
as he did not deem it necessary, and would not, 
thecefore, protract the debate, into which he had 
entered with mech reluctance, 


Mr. CRIVLENDEN woull offer but a few 
words in reply, rather to what the Senator had 
insinnated, than to what he had actually said. 
The gentleman seemed greatly surp'ised that there 
shouid be manifested in certain quarters so great a 
hostility to foreigners. He did not really under- 
stand what the Senator meant. He had not said 
one word derogatory to foreigners; he had neither 
said nor insinuated any thins likeit. It was his 
idea that he Constitution, sy the liberality of its 
provisions, cffered an asylum and protection to 
the oppressed of all countries; bat it was re- 
versing the whole matter, and changing our 
entire altitude, when we offered to grant them 
a pre-emption title to land ameng us that they 
might come and be our bulwark against the In- 
dians. Such a position was against our national 
pride; it was degrading to tell ali the world that we 
would grant them privileges in the hope that they 
would present tbeir breasts as a bulwark to defend 
as from darger. Was this language for Ameri- 
cans? Not that it was degrading to us that foreign- 
ers should mingle with ourown people in defend- 
ing the country from a common evemy—nol at 
all, there was nothing degrading in it, But he 
would not kold this out as atmotive to invi'e them 
to our shores. He would not offer them land for 
being our rampart against our foes. He entertain- 
ed no spirit ef hostility toward them; far from it: 
but he made a dis‘inction between them and our 
own home-born American citizens. Did the Sena- 
tor hold them both alike? Did he feel no greater 
affection, did he acknowledge no greater obligation 
to our own citizens than to foreigners? If not, 
why had we passed naturalization laws? Did 
they recognise no difference between the two? 
Was it not the policy of every Government and 
every nation upon earth to draw such a distine- 
tion? 5 
But it was said by the Senator that actual setle- 
ment on the public lands was better evidence of an 
intention to become an American citizen than any 
forms prezeribed by our natnralization laws; if so, 
wouid it not be better at once to repeal all oar pre- 
sent laws touching naturalization, and substitute 
this “betier evidence?” Would the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania think it good policy to declare that 
if auy forcigner would go upon our publie lands 
and go to work cutting down trees, he should forth- 
with be declared an American citizen? He (Mr. 
Crirranpren) supposed he would hardly advanee 
such a position. 
him that ther 
extreme sensilivencss and such a strong dread of 
interf who 
held a petty interest in some petty bank ameng us, 
when, at the same time, there was nothing at all 
of that feeling at the jidra of granting landed privi- 
teges in our country to foreigners who would not 
even express an intention to become American 
itizens. Tf a foreigner, an slien, could, with his 

gn off, and withont re- 
cording an mtention to become naturalized, obtain 
privileges not granted to cur own native born 
Citizens, did this involve no danger of fo- 
reign influence? It seamed not. The gentle- 
man could view this with perfect composure; 
but let. a foreigner, residing far frem onr 
limits, held a share in one of our banks, and it 


Senate. 


excited at once a mighty alarm! Now, he did not 
hold that the privilege proposed to be conferred by 
this bill, if extendea even to foreigners, would pre- 
sent any just cause of alarm; but he was opposed 
to it on principle. The soil of the United States 
belonged to the citizens of the United States. Did 
it not? It was their own property ont and out. 
The right of holding it had been conferred upon 
citizens, native and naturalized, but it was no part 
ef our policy to grant the same right to foreigners, 
and especially to such as refused even to declare 
thatit was their intention ever to become natu- 
ralized amongst us. He would puta case by way 
of illustration. We possessed a widely extended 
country. It spread from sea to sea, and there was 
a portion of it under the more immediate care of 
his friend from Missouri near him, (Mr. Linn;] he 
meant that part of it which Jay beyond the Rocky 
mountains and round about the mouth of the Colum- 
biariver, a region represented by some gentlemen as 
a terrestrial paradise. Now if the bill should pass in 
its present shape, what should prevent foreigners 
from coming there, erecting their log eabins, claim- 
ing the right to the coil, and selling it to whom 
they pleased? This might certainly be done. As 
to the probability of such a event, there might bea 
difference of opinion. But under the bill it might 
be done. But the gentleman says that this is log 
cabin doctrine. Ah, the gentleman did not under- 
stand what the log cabin doc'rine meant. These 
foreigners who do not intend to become Ame- 
rican cilizens, are not the sort of log cabin 
men we wish to provide for. The bill, indeed, 
makes it a condition that the settler shall 
build a log cabin; but it does not define what sort 
of a iog cabin it shall be. Now, the sort of log ca- 
bin which a gocd Whig or Harrison man would 
put up for his dwelling is one thang, and that log 
eabin which a foreigner would erect as a mere pre- 
text to obtain a color of title is a very different 
thing. Theone must be some thirty or forty feet 
square, and comfortable a! that. The other is a 
hovel, a den just big enough for a man to ereep in 
onall fours. If we adopt the amendment, we 
surely do the foreigner no injustice. The moment 
he sets foot upon our soil we welcome him at once . 
to all the privileges of an American. citizen, pro- 
vided he will simply declare, and put the declara- 
tion on record, that he means to become such. 
This is all we ask. Let him do this, and “without 
money and without price” we give him at once all 
the privileges and advantages cf our own native 
born cilizen. He has at ence the right to acquire 
lands and to engage in all the pursui's conducive 
to his happiness. Where else under the sun ean 
he obtain such rights oa such terms? Nowhere. 
But alt this is not suficient, The gentleman wants 
to go further, and to invest him with these rights 
without his making so much as a declaration that 
it is his purpose to become a citizen. The gentle- 
man fears that his foreign friend may have omitted 
this through mere inadvertence, or from not 
knowing that it is neceseary, but surely, before 
a man gets land by virtue of a pre-emption law, 
he will at least read the law on which he de- 
pends for his title. It might perhaps be complain- 
ed of as a hardship to the foreigner if we withheld 
this right from him daring all the years he is re- 
quired by law to reside within the United States be- 
fore he can cbtain the privilege of naturalization, 
Bat this Edo not propose to do. AH I require is 
the legal evidence that the man intends to become 
an American citizen. Let him give me this, and I 
am willing at onee lo instate him in all the privi- 
leges we ourselves enjoy. This surely is as little 
as we can do in justice to our own citizens. 


Mir, BUCHANAN would say a few words in 
reply. The Senator from Kentucky is a good lo- 
gician, and, uniesshe were closely watched, would 
get the better of his antagonist even in a bad cause. 
His sophistry upon the present occasion consists in 
aitempling to infer from my argnment that I was 
in faver of substituting an actual settlement upona 
tract of the public land for the declaration of in- 
tention required frem every foreigner before he can 
become an American eitizen, It would be very 
easy for the Senator to triumph, if he were permit- 
ted to substiinte his own forced inference, for my 
express declaration to the contrary. With this 
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view, he triumphantly asks if I would be willing to 
change our naturalization laws by rendering a re- 
sidence on our vacant lands equivalent to the de- 
claration of intention which these laws require? 
Now, I ask him in return, have I ever said that I 
would? Have I ever intimated any such inten- 
tion? On the contrary, have I not expressly de- 
clared that I would not grant to any foreigner the 
elective franchise until he had become a natural- 
ized citizen under our laws? Whilst Ishould not, 
with the Senator from Kentucky, deny to the fo- 
reigner the right of the pre emption which he has 
fairly acquired by the dangers and privations en- 
countered in making a settlement on your remote 
frontier, I would not, for this reasan, confer upon 
him the high political privileges of an American 
citizen. The Senators argument, therefore, in 
this particular, fails to the ground. It has no 
foundation, ir any thing which I said, to rest upon. 
The right of pre-emption is one thing; but the high 
privilege of becoming an American citizen is ano- 
ther and entirely different matter. 

And what, after all, is this great privilege of pre- 
emption? To what does it amount? What isits 
intrinsic value? Itis merely a contest between the 
speculator and the actual settler, as to whether the 
former shall be permitted to purchase the spots of 
Jand improved and rendered valuable by the toil of 
the latter. Our experience has Cemonstrated that 
the average excess of the price of the public Jands 
advertised and sold at public sale, in pursuance of 
the President’s proclamation, is not more than two 
or three cents per acre above the fixed price of the 
Government at private sale. 

What, then, is the privilege granted to the set- 
tler who goes into the wilderness, clears away the 
forest, and there establishes his home? Does this 
bill offer such a mana donation? Notat all, Does 
it give him the land as a bounty? No sueh thing. 
The privilege it confers is that he shall not be 
driven from his humble howe by the speculator. 
This mighty privilege is that he shall pay for his 
land the price fixed by law, which may be less, by 
two or three cents per acre, than it would command 
at public sale; and that after he has paid for it, he 
shall hold it. And why, at this late day, for the 
first time in your history, should you make an 
odious distinction, in this small matter, between the 
settler, who had drawn his first breath on the other 
side of the Atlantic, and the American citizen? No 
such distinction had ever existed heretofore, and 
no complaint had ever been uttered by those di- 
rectly interested, that this trifling privilege had been 
conferred upon foreigners. If the Senator had 
carefully read the history of bis country—I mean 
on this particular point—1I myself have not, but 
the fact has been furnished to me by one who has-— 
what would he have found in relation to these now 
despised foreigners? 

{Here Mr. Crrrrenven denied that he had spo- 
ken of them as “despised foreigners.”’] 

Mr. Bucuanan said I know he has not; but if he 
had understood the honorable Senator correctly, he 
had spoken with indignation against using the bo- 
dies of foreigners as a barrier on our frontiers 
against the incursions of the savage foe, and con- 
sidered it a degradation to our own citizens to in- 
voke the aid of such defendere. If the Senator 
had read the history of his country, he would have 
found that the Revolutionary Congress, “in the 


times that tried men’s souls,” bad invited those fo- 


reigners to enlist. under our banners, and had 
offered them not a mere pre-emption right, 
but a bounty in lands, with the privilege of 
at once becoming American citizens. Here Mr. 
B. read the actsof Congress of Augn't lih, and 
August 27, 1776, from the first volume and first 
page of the land laws. These acts manifested the 
estimation in which foreigners, who were willing to 
fight in the cause of independence, were at that 
day held by the Revolutionary Congress. He coud 
not be mistaken in believing that it was far differ- 
ent from the estimate now placed upon them by 
the Senator from Kentucky. Now, said Mr. B.I 
desire to make no politicai capital out of any 
question of this nature. I wish cnly to act towards 
those foreigners who may have settled cr shall set- 
tle upon our public lands, upon the principles of 
eternal and immutable justice. Nothing more. 


Pre-emption Law—Mr. Crittenden. 
From the beginning it has been our policy to per- 
mit foreigners to purchase and settle upon the pub- 
lic lands, and I shall not now, for the first time, 
establish an odious distinction against them, in a 
pre-emption bill. I will not now, at this late day, 
repeal the established policy of the ecuntry, but in 
this particular shall pursue the system adopted by 
the wisdom of our predecessors. 

But the Senator has asked me why I am so wil- 
ling to accord these privileges, and yet am “so 
jealous of foreigners holding a little stock in a pet- 
ty litle bank.” ‘This question I shall endeavor to 
answer. Sir,stid Mr. B. thisis the class of foreigners 
who do produce alarm in my mind,—ihey excite 
my terror. [Mr. Benron: “Yes, the millionaires.”] 
These are not the men who fiy from poverty and 
oppression abroad, and setl'e in our country to 
share in its toils as well as i's advantages. They 
are not the poor pre-emptioners ef the West, who 
have indissolaubly fixed their fate with ours, and 
have no other human hope but to live anddie upon 
our soil. No sir, no. Very far from it. The 
foreign steckholders in our banks have no intention 
of becoming American citizens. Their object is 
to increase their own fortune by the spoils of our 
land, to suck our young life blood for the purpose 
of strengthening and invigorating the desaying ir- 
stitutions of other countries. They seek to ac- 
quire 2 political influence over us, that they may 
tarn it to their own advantace and our destruction. 
Of such a foreign influence I confess that I am 
jealous. I firmly believe that the day on which 
you shall establish a new National Bank in this 
country, with a capital of one hundred millions of 
dollars, and with the power of spreading its 
branches over every portion of the Union,and more 
especially if you shali permit foreigners to hold the 
stock, will be the darkest and most portentous 
which has ever shone upon the Republic. From 
that day we shall most probably forfeit not only 
our liberty but our independence. You will then 
concentrate and fortify a central money power, 
foreign and domestic, in this country, which will 
exarcise a controlling, an overwhelming influence 
over its destinies, Senators themselves may live 
to rue the day when they called such a vast, such 
an irresponsible power, into existence. It is such 
a foreign influence that I dread, and not that of the 
‘dag cabin men” of the far West, (I thought I 
never should have used the expression.) whose for- 
tune and whese fate are neesssarily identified with 
that of the country. It is the foreign millionaire, 
who seeks to control the politics of the country for 
the purpese of promoting his own interest and ir- 
creasing his own fortune, of whom Republicans 
here and every where ought to b: jealous. 

The Senator had said, and he appeared to place 
some stress on the argument, that our vast country 
beyond the Rocky Mountains might be settled by 
foreigners under this law, and they might sell it out 
to every body and any body they thought proper. 
But this country could not be settled under the pre- 
visions of the present bill, until the Indian ttle 
should ba extinguished; and when the Indian title 
shail be extinguished in that region, Congress may 
then establish such laws for its settlement as may 
be suitable to its condition. The Senator bas gone 
far away for this argument. It will bea long time, 
notwithstanding the sanguine expectation of some 
Senators, before this can become a practical ques- 
ion. Before that day, itis probable that boih the 
Senator and myscif will have passed from the the- 
atre of public action. In regard to this remote 
question, which has been invoked as an argument 
to affect ihe present interests and policy cf the 


country, he would answer, in the words of the 


other Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray] ona 
late memorable occasion. When he wasappealed to 
a few days ago to inform the country what he in- 
tended to introduce as a substitute for the Inde- 
pendent Treasury, in case he shouid succeed in 
yepeasirg it, his answer was, “suflicient for the day 
is the evil thereof.” We must not look too far 
ahead, When the time shall arrive for considering 
the Oregon questien, I hope there will be sufficient 
wisdom in Congress to settle it aright. Weare 
yet far on the eastern side of the Rocky Moun- 
tains; and hordes of Indians occupy the interven- 


ing space. 


Senate. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN said of course it must be 
natural for him to desire to escape as s0onas: he - 
could from any contest with the Senator ‘from 
Pennsylvania; it was one in which -of course he 


could hope to gain butlittle. ‘Yet he did notad: 


mit it to have been such very bad logie that. he 
should have imputed to him the sentiment of prea = 
ferring a settlement on the public lands to'a written + * 
declaration before a magistrate as a test on the 
part of a foreigner of an intention to become 
an American citizen. True, it was not said in 
terms that he proposed so to alter the law, but the 
Senator certainly did insist that the one act afford- 
eJ better evidence than the other; and if so, why 
not substitute the one for the other? The Senator 
would not, of course, oppose the obtaining of the best 
evidence; and as he esteemed the eutting down of 
some trees on the public lands, and the erection of 
a log cabin; that thereby a pre-emption right might 
be obtained, as better evidence of Americanism 
than all the forms which our naturalization could 
furnish, why should not the weaker evidence be 
dispensed with, and the stronger established? That 
the difference between the Senator and himself was 
simply this: the Senator was willing to put the 
foreigner who made no declaration of a purpose to 
be naturalized on the same footing with one who 
did—on thefsame footing with one who had actual- 
ly become naturalized, and even with the native- 
born citizen. He (Mr. Carrrexpen) did not. : He 
was ready to give toa foreigner. who should be. 
come a citizen, according to law, all the rights and 
immunities of one born in the land. He would 
allow to one who had signified his intention to be- 
come such, greater consideration than to one who 
bad not. The Senator was for giving every thing 
to a foreigner whe had made no such declaration. 
He knew thatin time of war we did employ fo- 
reigners in our armies; nor was there in this the 
least degradation. He was willing thev should 
mingle with us in patie, but he was not willing to 
invite thern here that they might protect us. Oh, 
no; this was not the bulwark on which he would 
rely for protection, We had other and. stronger 
defence to rely on; and not until we were reduced 
to the last extremity would he consent to teil the- 
world that we Jooked to foreign aid as the bulwark 
of our safety. The Senator was of opinion that . 
our protection against foreigners getting possession . 
of the country beyond the Rocky Mountains was 
the nnextinguished Indian title. Would the hono- 
rable gentleman tell him that all that country was 
actually under the Indian tije? He was not aware 
that such was the fact; he had not till now sup- 
posed that these regions were covered. by even the 
vaguest Indian title. We had heard of some en- 
tire tribes being exterminated by disease and ether. 
causes, and certainly the whole country was not oc- 
cupied by Indians. The gentleman, however, ima- 
gined Indians to be our bulwark against foreigners, 
and in the same breath was for granting to foreign~ 
ers the right of pre-emption. 

The gentleman had told the Senate that this was 
not the sort of foreigninflaence which he feared. 
Neither did he fearit. It was not from fear that 
he had introduced his amendment; but as a matter 
of principle and sound publie policy. The Sena» 
tor, however, was terribly afraid, indeed, of those 
formidable European millionaires who came among 
us only to drain our strength and suck our blood, 
While the Senator was speaking so feclingly on this 
subject, he could not but be reminded. of the 
Spanish proverb: “Many a man who comes 
for wool goes away shorn.” He thought that 
some of these European capitalist could perhaps 
tell him so. The gentleman was much terrified at 
the thought of the millionaire who sat’ in bis 
splendid place in London the owner of some stock 
in an American bank. The Senator seemed to ap- 
prehended that, like an electric rod, this little 
amount of American bank stock might prove the 
conductor to sach amount of foreign influsnce as 
would electrify the whole land, and threaten to 
blow up all our institutions; and yet the honorable 
Senator was going to vote for a bill which would 
place an Englishman, a proud and haughty 
Englishman, who considered that allegiance to 
Queen Victoria was his chief glory, and her autho- 
rity the only one to which a Briton ought to bow). 
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on. the same footing with the native born Ameri- 
can citizen. Of the influence of such men here on 
our.soil the Senator entertained not. the smallest 
apprehension, but seemed, on the contrary, rather 


disposed to cherish and increase it, to fortify it by’ 


privileges, and nurture it with all aids and appli- 
ances: which law could supply. Such men he in- 
yvited. to enter the bosom of our land to become 
lords of the soil; but the man, who, kept at. three 
thousand miles. distant, with all ithe broad ocean 
between him and us, him the Senator feared great- 
ly. Well, he (Mr. Cairrenpey) would not dis- 
pute the matter. Some men were so constituted 
that that. appeared very formidable to them which 
gave other men no uneasiness at all, and one might 
as well dispute about tastes as to argue with men’s 
fears. 

As to the question of a National Bank with a ca- 
pitalof a hundred millions, which the Senator told 
them was to subvert American liberty, and make 
us all the slaves of a great moneyed power, he 
would not now enter: but he might as well tell the 
gentleman at once thathe shou'd rejoice in the 
day, and he believed the day had come, when a 
great and overwhelming majority of the people of 
United States had become satisfied that a Nation- 
al Bank was the only effectual remedy against all 
those sufferings under which they had been groan- 
ing for the last twelve years. He (Mr. Crirren- 
pen) was for a Bank of the United States; notfor a 
Bank witha capital of a hundred millions, go- 
verned by Eaglish millionaires, but a Bank made 
and constituted by the people of the United S:ates, 
owned, regulated, and influenced by themselves; 
but he repeated that he would not now go into 
that subject. The question, and the only question 
at present to be decided was, whether we would put 
the foreigner, who made no declaration of his inten- 
tion to become an American citizen, on the same 
footing with our own cilizens. He required some 
evidence, and he asked for only the smallest modi- 
cum of evidence of the man’s intention to become 
an American citizen. Give him bat this prelimi 
nary requisite, and he was willing at once to in- 
clude that man in all the benefits of the bill. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said the Senator from Ker- 


tucky should not transfer this battle to the west of | 


the Rocky Mountains. With his good leave we 
shall keep for the present on this side of them. 
The present contest was on the Indian frontier, and 
regarded the rights which foreigners ought to ac- 
quire by settling and cultivating lands within the 
limits of our existing Siates and Territories, and 
not beyond the Rocky Mountains. And now, after 
all this discussion, what was the diference between 
the honorable Senator and himself? Why, sir, he 
has come more than half round, He has now be- 
come a good pre-emption man, and js in favor of 
granting the right of pre-emption to ail foreigners, 
provided they have declared their intention to be- 
come citizens, But suppose the case of a poor ig- 
norant foreigner, not acquainted wiih the laws of 
his adopted country, who has gone upon your pub- 
lic Jand, cleared away the forest and erected a home 
for his wife and bis children—I ask, would you de- 
prive such a man of all the bevetils of this bill, 
merely because he had omitted to make a formal 
declaration of his intention to become a citizen? 
I ask the Senator to say whether such a man, for 
such a cause, should forfeit his right to become the 
purchaser of this tract of Jand in preference to any 
hungry land shark who was ready to pounce upon 
it as his prey? The question between us has been 
narrowed down to this peint at last. Now I appeal 
to that gentleman’s own keart, to say wheiher he 
would not decide itin favor of the forcigaer. 1 
know and feel that he would. Je can entertain no 
serious purpose that such a sethier should forfeit 
his right. Lam sure he does not. And what, then, 
is all the mighty difference between us? After all 
our replies, and rejoinders, and surrejoinders, 
the whole argument dwindles duwn to a mere 
question of tweediedum and tweedlede-. 
the Senator make more of i? Heis willing to 
place the foreigner upon the same footing with our 
own citizens, and grant him every right of pre- 
emption which they enjoy, provided he hos gone 
through the form of placirg upon record the decta- 
ration of intention required by our naturalization 


Can 


laws. I go one litile step further, and hold that the 
foreigner, by making his way to the far West, and 
settling upon the public land, manifesis, by actions 
which speak louder than words, even a stronger in- 
tention of becoming an American citizen, than if 
he had merely made the formal declaration re- 
quired; and in such a case, I ask, should he forfeit 
his privilege on account of this omission? Sure I 
am that if the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
were constituted the judge, and this question were 
left to his decision; he would answer, emphatically, 
no! He would never decide that the foreigner who 
has settled on the public Jand since June, 1840, up- 
on the faith of your past legislation, or who shall 
settle upon it hereafter, shall forfeit his privilege of 
pre-emption, and be driven with his wife and chil- 
dren from their home. 

The Senator has done me injustice in another 
respect. I never either said or insinuated that I 
would proclaim to the world that we wanted fo- 
reigners to come and settie amongst us, that they 
might protect us from danger. What I did say 
was, that it had long been the national policy, and 
one which I considered sound and wise, to encou- 
rage the settlement of our frontier as speedily and 
as densely as possible; and if this should be done 
in part by foreigners, then, in the hour of danger, 
their bodies would be our bulwark ayainst a savage 
foe, just as surely as the breasts of our own citi- 
zens. I cannot vole for his amendment, tecause | 
am unwilling that an ignorant man. who may have 
acquired an equitable title to a pre cinption, shall 
forfeit it for want of having gone through a legal 
ferm. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Iam anxious to escape 
from any further participation ia this controversy; 
but, according to the usages of the Senate, as I have 
offered an affirmative proposition, it is necessary 
and proper that I should have the last word, 
The only disingeennons thing which the ho- 
norable Senator has said is contained in his lat 
remark, that E am coming reund, and, if my amend- 
ment prevails, shall voie for the bill. No; I am 
not committed to vote for granting a pre-emption to 
any body. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Idid not say that the Se- 
nator would vote for the bill, for Lam sure he will 
not. I said he would put foreigners on the same 
footing with American citizens, if they would only 
declare their intention to become such. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Yesterday I was in favor 
of confining the benctits of this bill to American 
citizens. The Senate have voted to exiend them 
to foreigners. I now move sn amendment requir- 
ing a simple decluration of an intent to be pani- 
ralized. Tha Senator opposes it, and is for pulling 
those who have no legal or legitimate claim to this 
benefit at our hands on the same feoting with our 
own citizens, and he says the difference between 
us is A mere matter of tweedledum and tweedledec, 
The Senator thinks it hard to make a distinction 
against one foreigner merely because he has omitted 
to mske any declaration of his purpose to become 
a citizen. Why not agree at once that it is a 
shame to make a difference between a foreigner 
and our own citizen simply becauze he has hap- 
pened to be born in another country, and under dif- 
ferent allegianee—a matter over which he had no 
sorl of control? The difference between such a 
man and a native Amcrican is, in the Senator’s es. 
timation, a mere matter of tweedledum and twee- 
dledce, Yet this is the gentleman who is so 
terribly afraid of foreign influenee. He is 
for making no difference between an English- 
man, a Russian, a Frenchman, and an American. 
Now, the honorable Senator may excuse me, while 
I haveall proper respect fur foreigners, if I love 
my own countrymen a litle better than them, and 
if! do make a diference between the foreigner 
who comes and grasps me by the hand, and so- 
lemnly records his declaration to cast in his lot 
with me, to make my county bis ecanty, my Ge- 
verament his Government, and to seek an inheri- 
tance in the soil for himself and his children—and 
the foreigner whois very willing to receive any and 
all the benefits we may have to bestow, but who re- 
fuses to give us the slightest pledge of his desire to 
become one of ourselves, To the gentleman this 
may all be tweedledum and tweedledee—to me, T 
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confe s, it is matter of strong and high American 
feeling. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the 
question was divided so as to be put first upon the 
first part of Mr. Crarrrenpen’s amendment. 

Mr. FORTER inquired whether the mover 
would no: modify itso far as to allow a previous 
declaration made before applying for the pre-emp- 
tion to bea valid fulfilment of the condition pro- 
posed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN assented to the modifica- 
tion proposed by the Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. ALLEN said he should vote against the 
amendment because such a provision would be ut- 
terly useless if incorporated in the bill. The de- 
claration of the intention of an individual to be- 
come a citizen, might be made with great truth; 
the individual might then occupy land, and obtain 
a title thereto, and then with great sincerity change 
his intention. He was opposed to all. distinctions 
of this description, and when a foreigner reached. 
our shores he was willing to take the chain from 
his neck—every link of it. 


Mr. WRIGHT said it seemed to him they were 
making themselves active about a question which 
should not be entertained by them; and as it ap- 
peared to be- the intention to take the question to- 
night, h+ would state his views respecting it. Now, 
afer what was said yesterday about peculiar and 
exclusive privileges, he would ask what was the 
privilege proposed to be conferred by this bill? It 
was, as he understood it, the privilege to the settler 
of paying that price for the land he occupied, which 
the Government had chosen to fix as the mininum 
price of the public lands; and he made these re- 
marks that he might not be misinterpreted or mis- 
understood in what ke designed further to say upon 
thissubject. Was there,then, reason that they should 
change.all their legislation in reference to the public 
Jands? Had not every foreigner, every where, the 
perfect right to go to our land office to purchase 
Jands? and who would inquire whether he was a 
citizen, or intended to make himself one? Who 
would make such an inquiry? Where was the 
law proposing cr authorizing it? Two years ago 
he knew sucha proposition was made here, but it 
was rejected. Why should they make such a dis- 
tinction between the foreigner and the native citi- 
zen, in the purchase of the publie land? Yester- 
day, in the course of the debate, he heard an appre- 
hension expressed that they were about tu violate 
the Jaws of the States, and to force upon them citi- 
zens against their institutions; but could they do 
tba? Wasitia their power to do i? Suppose 
they made a grant or sale of land within a State to 
a foreigner, did it prove that the foreigner could 
hold or transmit that property to another. In his 
own State, (New York,) any foreigner could take 
the tite to iand, but he could not hold it as against 
the Stale; he could net convey it by deed, and he 
could not transfer it by inheritance. His tide was 
good against all the world but—what? That very 
sovereign powcr which, it seemed to him, genue- 
men were endeavoring to protect. The United 
States had yielded to the States all sovereignty over 
this domain by their admission into the Union, and 
they only held the title like a private individual, 
and they had the right to convey in the same man- 
ner; but suppose a foreigner should purchase 
from them, and the law cf the Sae did not 
enable a foreigner to hold, or transmit, the title; 
did their patent override the law of the State? No, 
the foreigner took the titeatbis peril. If he chose 
not to become a citizen what was the contequence? 
Te took title for the benefit of the State, he 
lands would escheat, if he did not quahfy himself 
to hoid and convey. Was it desirable then to the 
Siates, that we should prohibit such purchases? 
So long as the title remained in the General Go- 
vernment, the power of the Siate in which it lay 
did not reach it; but the moment it was conveyed 
to any foreigner, or to any body—-to an infant,a 
femme couverle, or any body else, there was an end 
ot the Federal power, end the question of title was 
with the State, And were they called npon to say 
who should or who should not purchase? The 
Siates have esiablished their own institutions to 
please themselves, and should the Congress atiempt 
to interfere? Was there a State in the Union in 
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which a foreigner cannot take the title 10 land? 
If there were, he knew it not—he never heard of 
such an instance. In England a foreigner can 
take the title to land, but as far as the Government 
is concerned, he takes for its benefit, if it chooses 
to interfere. It was nota question, then, so far as 
Congress was concerned, who shall hold ard con- 
vey land; but the question with which they had 
todo was, who shall be permitted to take the title? 
It was for the benefit of the Treasury they sold 
the land, and when it was sold it fell with- 


in the power and jurisdiction, and was sub- 


ject to the taxation, of the State in which 
it was situated. If the State choose to sły 
that a foreigner may holdand convey, would they 
arrest that regulation? And if the State should 
choose to say a foreigner shall not hold and convey 
real estate within it, they could not say he shall. 
The moment the title wastransferred to a foreigner, 
it was in thé State, if the State choose to avail it- 
self of its technical right. Were they not, then, 
agitating a question which did not belong to their 
legislation, and with which properly they had no 
concern? An intimation was tbrown out yester- 
day, that, to make a foreigner a freeholder, was, in 
substance and effect, to make him a voter. Had 
they power over that? He thought they had not. 
He believed it was in the power of every Siate in 
this Union to prescribe the qualifications of its own 
voters, and even to permit that man ta vote, if its 
people choose, who is not a citizen of the United 
Siates; and he knew of no power in the Congress 
of the United States to control the State in the 
matter, He remembered well the occasion when 
he examined this subject—ihe admission of Michi- 
gan into the Union—and he sought in vain for any 
authority in any branch of this Government to pre- 
seribs who shall or who shail not vote in the 
States. He was sure it would not be found in the 
Constitution, and he denied the existence of any 
such power; and so he denied any authority in 
the Congress of the United States to determine who 
shall hold, convey, or transmit the title to real es- 
tate within the Sates. Tt was enough, then, that 
they offered the land in the market, and to any per- 
son who would pay the money and take the patent; 
and when it was sold it was subject to the State 
ins‘itulions. These had becn bis views since the 
commencement of the debate; and, with them, he 
should vote against the amendment then under 
consideration. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he shruld like to under- 
stand how the amendment stood; for, as he under- 
stood it, the Senator from Kentucky { Mr. Carr- 
TENDEN] by accepting the proposition of the Bena- 
tor from Michigan [Mr. Porrrer] had substantially 
yielded the point in discussion between them. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then said he would prefer 
taking the question on the amendment as he had 
originally presented it. 


Mr. PORTER said he sheuld vote for this 
amendment, because he was anxious to hold out 
to foreigners the additional inducement it would pre- 
Sent to them to become citizens of the United States. 
The declaration of such intention was,in many 
cases inadvertently, but in few desienedly, omiued. 
It surely was the policy of this Government not 
only to encourage, but to stimulate these people, 
by every laudable inducement, to charge their al- 
legiance and become what every free while man 
in the country ought to be—as elector. We did 
not desire to see the soil of Michigan in the per- 
manent posession of foreign subjects, averse to 
taking on themselves the duties and obligations, 
and to enjoying the political immunities and privi 
leges of American citizens. He desired to see 
them become Americans, and when they were so, 
in virtue of the naturalizati-n laws, he world be 
as ready to welcome them toall the rights apper- 
taining fto them as such, as if they had drawn 
their first breath among us. T'he disabilities of 
foreigners in relation to real estate, alluded toby 
the Senator from New York [Mr. Wricnr] as ex- 
isting in that. State, did not obtain in Michigan. 
Foreigners there could take and hold land free 
from all restraints on the power of alienaticn, 
either by deed or by. devise; and in cases of intes- 
tacy, it descended according to gencral laws. It 
wes only the political disabilities of baying no 


voice in elections, and of ineligibility to office, un- 
der which aliens in Michigan labored... Those 
disabilities be wished to sae removed; and because 
such was his desire, he should offer the induce- 
ment presented by this resolution, so far as his 
vote in ils favor would go. 


He then asked the permission of the Senate to 
make a short explanation of the vote he gave yester- 
day en the amendment offered by the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Manoom,] 
which confined the pre-emption right to ‘free 
white persons.” He asked it on acccunt of his 
peculiarly delicate position, he being the only Sena- 
tor who gave a negative vete, and because of the 
unusual precipita:izn with which the question was 
disposed of. 

By his vote on this amendment, he was called 
on to decide, as a Michigan Senator, whether this 
distinction ought to be recognised. It would be 
observed that this was the first instance in which it 
had ever been made in the framing of a pre-emp- 
tion law. Wot cneof the previous acts contained 
it, and the question might, therefore, well be asked 
why it sheuld now ke established. But there was 
not fonnd his objec.ion to thisemendment. He 
was admonished by the tone and character of the 
civil insti'wions of the State he represented, not to 
sanction it. The black man has t ere no political 
power, except for enumeration as the basis of re- 
presentation. He cannot, by any accumniation of 
property, however great in amount, become an 
elec'or or hold an ceffice. But here SIL his disa- 
bilities end. He enjoys al the “civil rights 
conferred by ovr Constitution and laws on the 
white man, without restriction or Hmilation, He 
may take and and hold, as he dees take and hold, 
real and personal estate. He may convey and seil 
it, and direct its desernt by will ant testrment; and 
if he dies intestate, it descends according to the 
laws in force regulating dower, inheritance, and 
the rights of creditors. of deceased persons. In 
short, tie eclor of the skin is no passport to an ex- 
clusive enjoyment of personal liberty cr the rights 
of preperty. The right propesed to be conferred 
by this pre-emption bill, being strictly a civil one, 
ant as no political power can be incident to its cn- 
joyment by the black, he might well bave hesitated 
to be the fiest to create a distinction, and the only 
ene, as to color, in the facilities for the acquisition 
of property, afforded alike to all by the framers of 
our State Constitutions. 

He could well imagine that this question was 
liable to be viewed in different lights by the repre- 
sentatives of different States. Hse was wholly un- 
arqusinted with the domestic deta‘ls which regu- 
Jate the institution of slavery at the Ssuth, but he 
taok it for granted tbat a slave cannot beli lands. 
It would be a strange anomaly if he could. 

[Mr. Manaum here remarked, “No, certainly he 
cannot. ”] 

The absence of this amendment. then, would be 
wholly inoperative as to him, and he could not, 
therefore, be suspected of a wish to connect this 
biil with that subject to the injury of Southern 
rights or Southern feelings, voting, as he wished it 
to be understoad it was his design ta vote, in ac- 
cordanee with what he believed to be the spirit of 
Michigan institutions, Indeed, he covld not feel 
at liberty to vote otherwise. 

The qaestion was now put on the first branch of 
Mr. Critrenpen’s amendment, and deeided, by 
yeays and nays, as follows: aoe 

YEAS—Messs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Graham, Hontingion, Knight, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Ruggles. and Smith of Indiana—l4 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hen- 
dersop, Hobbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norveil, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Smith cf Conneetient, Sinrzeon, Tallmadge, 
Tappan, Walker, Wall, White, Williams, Wright, 
and Young—29, 

The question then recurring on the second branch 
of the amendment, viz: that requiring a declaration 
from the applicant that his whole property was not 
worth over €590-— 

Mr. BENTON expressed his hope thet Mr. 
CRITTENDEN would tot insist upon this, but would 


accept, in lieu of it, the amendment which. “had 
been read. by Mr. Tappan. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN declined doing “so, as “he 
did not consider the latter as- at all covering the 
same ground. ETR 

Mr. TAPPAN then formally moved his amend 
ment, which was to add to the first section a proviso, 
in the following terms: “Provided further, That no- 
person being the. owner of land in any State’ of 
Territory, who shall quit or abandon his residence 
on his own land, to reside on public land: in the 
same State or Territory, shall acquire any right of 
pre-emption under this act.” ; 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped the friends of the 
settler would vote against both propositicns, on the. 
ground that it was entirely a new feature in the 
system, and one wholly unnecessary; for who 
would think of making a speculation on 160 acres 
of wild land? 

The question-being taken on the latter branch of 
Mr. Crirrenpen’s amendment, by yeas and nays, 


r it was rejected, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Graham, Huntingdon, Knight, Mân 
gum, Merrick, Phelps, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, 
Roane, Ruggles—14, a ao 

NAYS —Messrs.-Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicho- 
las, Norvell, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connectient, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tal- 
madge, Tappan, Walker, White, Wright, and 
Young —26. 

And then ths Senate adjourned. 


Wepnespay, January 6, 1841. 
Ta: bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pub- 


lic lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, _. 


and raise a leg cabin thereon, being the- special 
order of she day, was taken up, the question: being on.’ 
thoamendment offered by Mr. Prentiss, of Ver- 
mont, as asubstitute for the whole bill, as fol- 
lows: l 

“Sike out all after the enacting clause, and 
insert ihe following: That every actual settler on 
any of the public lands to which the Indian title 
has been extinguished, except such as are herein- 
after reserved, being the head of a family, or over 
iwenty-one years of age, who was in possession 
and a house-keeper, by personal residence thereon, 
at the time of passing this act, and for four months 
next precediug, shall te entitled toa pre-emption in 
ihe purchase of the land so settled upon, not.exceed~ 
ing ore quarter section, of the minimum price now 
established by law.” 

Mr. TAPPAN urged his amendment to exclude 
from the right te pre-emption such persons as were 
the ewners of land, who should quit or abandon it, 
to reside on the publie land. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested a slight mo- 
dification of the amendment, thus: “being the own- 
ers of land inany State or Territory, who shall 
qit or abandon bis residence on his. own land, 
without selling the same, to reside on public lang,” 
&c. He preferred the introduction of -thcse 
words. . . 

Mr. NORVELL was opposed to all these amend- 
ments, and he demanded the ayes and noes thereon, 
which were ordered. 


Mr. LUNN said the object of the bill should be 
to secure a home fer the pocr laboring man, who 
bas not a home, and if he could see any practical 
way of carrying it out, he should vote fer it. Ne- 
vertheless, be thought he should vote fer the bill as 
it was. The only difficulty with him was as to the 
resul: he did not wish them to pass a law that 
could not be carried out. They could not restrain 
the people from going on the public lands—they 
might as weil a'tempt to restrain the course of the 
winds—and therefcre the law would, in point of 
fact, he a dead letter. If the provision of the gen- 
tleman from Okio could be carried out, he should 
be elad, but he feared it could not. 

Mr. FULTON said it was wrong to encumber 
the bil with amendments of this kind; and he 
should vote against them. Their true policy ‘was 
io serure the improvement cf the publie land, and 
to get every foot of it into cultivation; and tbis bill 
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was intended: to enable the poor but industrious 
man to procure it at one or two cents per acre lower 
than it could be purchased at by others; and could 
this be really a matter of so much moment, as to 
call forth an opposition, when the welfare of the 
poor man would be secured by the trifling sacrifice? 
Now the question in reality was whether an iadi- 
vidual who has improved one quarter section, shall 
go onto improve others, and obtain a pre-emption 
right thereto. -'To.this he (Mr. Fuiton) could see 
no objection, as the setiler might thereby first culti- 
vate a quarter section for himself’, and then others 
for and with the aid of his children, thereby making 
provision for them, and accomplishing what was 
desired by all, the cultivation of the land. 

Mr. Tarpan’s amendment was then adopted by 
the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ben‘on, Buchanan, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, 
Elantington, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mangum, 
Merrick, Phelps, Pierce, Prentiss, Ruggles, Smith 
of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tap- 
pan, Wall, Webster, Williams, and Wrighi—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, Hubbard, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Walker, White, and Young—17, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he should call for 
the ayes and noes cn the question of the adoption 
of the substitute which was proposed for the entire 
bill; which were ordered. 

Mr. PRENTISS said as the bill was prospective 
in its operation, ‘it would hold out an invitation 
not only to our own citizens, but to foreigners, to 
come and take possession of our public lands. 
Now to this he was opposed. This proposition was 
by far too extensive; it would entirely supers=de 
the whole of the present land system; it was at 
variance with public policy, and it was incompati- 
ble with the interests of the country. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky now rose and addressed 
the Senate nearly as follows: 

The amendment now offered by my friend from 
Vermont, by drawing a line between the legislation 
heretofore pursued with relation to pre-emptions, 
and the new, comprehensive, and interminable le- 
gislation proposed by the present bill, opens the 
whole question for discussion; and I avail myself 
of the opportunity thus afforded, to present to the 
Senate some of the general views I have taken of 
this subject, and I invite, in the outset, the serious, 
and, I would say, the solemn attention of the Se- 
nate to the bill before it. Before, however, I pro- 
ceed to examine its provisions, allow me, in pass- 
ing, to notice a most novel and surprising doctrine 
advanced yesterday by the Senator from New 
York, (Mr. Waiant;] not that I purpose to discuss 
at this time the position be assumed, but that Imay 
here enter my public protest against it, lest, should 
I remain silent, it might be thought by any that I 
yield my assent to it. The Senator’s position is, 
that it is competent to a State under the Constitu- 
tion to admit an unnaturalized foreigner to vote in 
our elections. I wage no war against foreigners. I 
respect them when their character entitles them to 
respect. I well know especially the value of the 
German yeomanry; a bet'er set of husbandmen 
does not exist on the face of the earth; honest, in- 
dustrious, economical, admirable judges of the 
soil, the best judges of land in all the country, de- 
votedly attached to their families—that js the cha- 
racter cf our German population as [have become 
acquainted with it in my own immediate neighbor- 
hood. I will not now stop to speak of the charac- 
ter of the gallant Irish, whose virtues, and, I will 
add, whose defects of character (the virtues far 
overbalancing the defecis) are so well known 
throughout the world. Iam not the enemy of fo- 
reigners; but the opinion expressed by the honora- 
ble Senator from New York is one of immense 
practical importance; for, if I am not greatly mis- 
informed, President Van Buren owes the vote of 
one State of this Confederacy, Imean the State of 
Ilinois, to the fact of unnaturalized foreigners 
voting in. oùr late election, and casting their 
vots for him. I will hot, however, enter on 
that subject, and I have adverted to it now, mere- 
ly that no ecne’usion may bedrawn from my silence 
that I approve or tolerate the dactrine ady anced by 


the Senator from New York. I here:publicly ex- 
press an opinion decidedly opposite. I think that 
the exercise of the elective franchise always im- 
plies citizenship, though citizenship dees not imply 
the right to the exercise of the elective franchise. 
I hold that a voter, whose voice may affect or change 
the entire policy of the country, may alter or sub- 
vert the Constitution and laws of the country, is a 
component part of the political power of the country. 
I hold that the power over the subject of naturali- 
zation has been confided by the Constitution exclu- 
sively to the General Government, and that no 
State can constitutionally exercise that power; and 
that, therefore, no State can confer those privileges 
and immunities, or grant those rights which pro- 
ceed from naturalization. This is my opinion, and 
I advance it here merely as a counter-projet to that 
expressed by the Senator from New York. When 
a foreigner has once been naturalized, I regard him 
as a brother, as a member of our political commu- 
nity, and as entitled, with some few constitutional 
exceptions, to all the rights of native born citizens, 
and to the protection and defence of the Govern- 
ment at home and abroad; but until he has re- 
nounced his allegiance to his foreign sovereign, 
and sworn fidelity to onr country, I cannot and will 
not—and I was ulterly amazed to hear the gentle- 
man from New York express a different opinion— 
look upon him as incorporated in our society, and 
authorized, by the exercise of the elective fran- 
chise, to exert an influence in unsettling or chang- 
ing our entire political policy, whilst, as a subject 
of a foreign power, he fies under all his original 
and native obligations. If the contrary doctrine be 
admitted to be a sound one, then, as has been 
shown bya calculation which I have seen, the 
Emperor of Russia, by a proper distribution of 
17,000 of his serfs among the States of this Union 
(if the States would have permitted them to vote) 
might have changed the g'orious, the triumphant 
result of November last, and have continued those 
in power who, by the fuil, decided, and manly ex- 
pression of the public will, have been declared un- 
worthy to be the depositaries of it any longer. 

But it is with another subject that I have risen 
now to deal—the fearful extension now proposed to 
be given to the preemption system. We have 
now had a land system in operation for upwards 
of forty years, Is there any thing in the practical 
effect of this old and long tried system which should 
induce us to repudiate it for a new, untried, and 
wild experiment? What have been its results? It 
commenced about forty years ago, or alittle more, 
in one of the great Western members of the Con- 
federacy, (the Siate of Ohio,) the settlement of 
which took place as much as twenty years later 
than in the case of her sister and neighbor, Ken- 
tucky. And whatis her population now? From 
the returns of the new census it is found to amount 
toa millionand a half of souls—nearly double that 
of my own State, although Kentucky had preceded 
her by such a great length of time. And if we 
then go to Indiana, a still younger sister in the great 
family of States, we shall find that she exhibits a 
population of between six and seven hundred thou- 
snnd, nearly equal to that of a State which was her 
predecessor in the establishment of independent 
State sovereignty by thirty years. I wil! not go 
through the let. All the members of the Senate 
are doubtless familiar with the returns of the late 
census. All these great and astonishing results 
have taken place under that ays'em which we are 
now asked ta change, Ts it wise—is it pradent—is 
it statesmanlike, to reject a plan from which have 
proceeded such glorious fruiis, for an untried, and, 
as I believe, a most hazardous experiment? 


What is the history of these pre-emption laws? 
They arose, I think, in the first instance in the case 
of what is called Symmes’s Grant. John Cleves 
Symmes purchased from the Government a large 
tract of land between the Great and Little Miami 
rivers, in Ohio, including the spot where Ciacinna- 
ti now stands. He was unable to pay for it, but 
finally made a compromise with the Government, 
and took a less amount of land. He had, in the 
mean time,sold out to numerous sub-purckasers, 
who, being innocent third parties, and having pur- 
chased in good faith, were snpposed to have a fair 
title to pre-emption for the improvements they had 


made and the farms they had opened to cultiva- 
tion. Congress, accordingly, granted to them the 
right to purchase from the Government the lands 
they held at the minimum price prescribed by law. 
Then came the cession of Louisiana, many of the 
occupants of which had settled on their farms 
while that Territory belonged to the Spanish and 
the French Governments, under grants freely made, 
while others had entered on their lands with con- 
fidence that, according to the established usages 
and customs of the country, donations of land would 
be obtained, totally unaware of the change of sove- 
reigaty which had passed upon the country without 
consulting them. The question then arose, what 
ought, in equity, to be done in their case? And the 
American Government came to the conclusion that 
all who had thus come into possession of their land 
were equitably entitled to the right of pre-emption, 
which was accordingly extended to them. Next 
came a third cace—that of the Kahokia, Kaskaskia, 
and St. Vincent settlers ın Illinois and Indiana. 
These inhabited French villages were settled in 
some cases more than a eentury ago, and were not 
drawn within the action of our land system till 
about fifty years since. These people, having settled 
under like circumstances to those in. Louisiana, 
were held to have a claim equally equitable, and 
pre emption was granted to them also. Thus the 
system stood till 1830, under General Jackson’s ad- 
ministration. Then, for the first time, was intro- 
duced an entirely new principle, and it is that 
which is contained in the substitute for this bill pro- 
posed by the Senator from Vermont. There is, 
however, a wide difference between what this bill 
proposes and the practice introduced under Gen. 
Jackson’s administration. 


The pre-emption laws, asaltered in 1830, allowed 
a right of pre-emption to all setuers on the public 
lands from a specified day, who should assert their 
rights before the expiration of the law, the opera- 
tion of which was limited to two years. This new 
principle continued to be periodically re-enacted 
till some seven or eight years ago, when it encoun- 
tered a gallant resistance from a friend, who I re- 
gret is not now by my side, but who has passed 
from this place, and, according to public rumor, is 
destined to a more useful, if not higher, sphere than 
even that of a seat in this body, august as it may 
be. Great frauds and abuses were detected in the 
execution of the pre-emption laws, Speculators 
freely used them. Floats especially were found to 
be fraught with iniquity. With the efficient aid of 
my friend, [Mr. Ewive ] we succeeded in arresting 
fora time these pre-emption laws. We succeeded 
in putting an end to special and unlawful privileges, 
We succeeded in restoring the principle of fair 
equality in the disposal of the public lands. But 
those interests, speculative and others, which are al- 
Ways awake, always watchful, always on the alert, 
to get up pre-emption laws, under the coavenient 
and plausible guise of benefiting the poor, made. a 
rally in 1838. We were then told that not less 
than thirty thousand settlers had entered the Terri- 
tory of lowa. The Senate was assured that these 
persons could not be removed trom the publie do- 
main; that all the military force of the Union would 
be insufficient to remove them; and thus, under a 
species of moral duresse, you were induced to pass 
the law of 1838: and it has now been in operation 
for two years. But, not contented with all the vic- 
tories heretofore achieved, not satisfied with pre- 
emption laws restricted ia point of time, and limit- 
ed az to the theatre on which they were to operate, 
gentlemen now come forward with anew and bold- 
er, and more extensive demand. They have sud- 
denly become converts to log cabin doctrine, and, 
under a log cabin profession, they demand the pas- 
sage of a new law, boundless in the space on 
which it is to operate, or restricted only by the 
limits of the public lands themselves, and ilimita- 
ble as to time. Now with regard to the sincerity 
of these gentlemen in their profession of log cabin. 
principies, (though I am very glad to.see that they 
have profited by the very salutary lesson afford- 
ed them within two or three months past,) I like to 
test their profession by their votes. When my col- 
league [Mr. CRITTENDEN] offered an amendment, 
the effect of which would be to confine the opera- 
tion of their bill to real log cabin men, ʻo the verita- 
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ble poor who could make oath that their entire pro- 
perty was not worth more than $500, where did we 
find these new proselytes to log cabin doctrine? 
Were they ready to go with us in thus restrict- 
ing the bill? Were they prepared, by adopting 
this amendment, to shut out from the privileges 
of the bill the rich men—the “barons”—the owners 
of manors—the greedy speculator, and restrict it to 
the hardy settler who sought a home for himself 
and his children? No, sir, no; every man of them 
voted it down. ; 

Let us now pause a moment, and look a little at 
the distinctive provisions of this bill. Heretofore 
pre-emption bills have been retrospective only: this is 
in its operation both retrospective and prospective. 
Heretofore pre-emption bills have been limited as 
totime: this is unlimited in point of time so long 
as there remains a foot of public land for it to ope- 
rateon. Heretofore pre-emption bills were opera- 
tive practically only with reference to some new 
land, recently surveyed and brought into the mar- 
ket: this bill is a proclamation to the whole uni- 
verse, native or foreign, naturalized or unaturalized, 
that the moment the Indian title is extinguished to 
any portion of the land held by the United States, 
they may all rush in and take just as much of it as 
they please, without even wailing for a survey; and 
that all the other surveyed public lands of the 
United States, amounting to about one hundred and 
twenty millions of acres, no matter how long they 
have been in warket, and although they may be 
purchased at the moderate price of one dollar and 
a quarter per acre, are to be subject to the right of 
pre-emption. This, itis obvious, involves a com- 
plete Change in our whole land system; a thorough, 
radical, entire change. It opens at once all the 
public Innds, surveyed and unsurveyed, to the ope- 
ration of a pre-emption law. 


And here let me stop and look for an instant at 
what are said to be the sole advantage granted to 
the pre-emptor by this bill; a point on which there 
exists the greatest possible misconception, either 
on the part of other gentlemen or myself, The 
whole practical difference which this bill is to work 
in our receipts from the public domain is said to be 
some two or three cents per acre only. Here is a mes- 
sage of the President of the United States, sent by 
him to Congress in December, 1837. It is, in ma- 
ny respects, a discreet and sensible paper, so far as 
it treats on the subject of the public lands. The 
President here praises the old land system as it de~ 
serves, He describes those who enter on the pub- 
lic domain, without tide or pretence of title, as 
“trespassers,” “intruders,” and he recommends the 
passage of one more pre-emption law, and one only, 
and after that the adoption of stronger measures 
for the purpose (in his own language) “of prevent- 
ing these intrusions.” The Senator from Missouri 
[Mr. Benton] spoke to us yesterday of the Presi- 
dent as being a capital pre-emptioner now, al- 
though when he was here as a Senator he was de- 
cidedly opposed to the whole system, and although 
when he came into office he talked about “‘trespas- 
sers” and “intruders” on the public lands, and re- 
commended us to adopt measures to put a stop to 
these “intrusions” in future. It would seem that 
the President is an attentive listener to the ad- 
vice of his friends, and always open to con- 
viction. 1 must admit that he has exhibited 
not a little flexibility in yielding to the sugges- 
tions of some of those who have bis ears. I 
will. make my position more general. I think 
that both the Secretary of the Treasury and the 
President have shown remarkable ease in open- 
ing their ears to the counsels of gentlemen 
who are strong advocates for pre-emption laws 
and for the practical appropriation of the pub- 
Jic domain to the benefit of a few. The Secretary 
bas brought down the receipts from the public lands 
to three millions of dollars. They were three mil- 
lions in 1838, and the very next year they rose to 
seven millions. The receipts from this source have 
been subject to great fluctuation; the past year a 
little above three millions. They are now sinking; 
and it seems that the more they sink, the more he 
calls out for pre-emption laws! pre-emption laws! 
graduation laws! to save him from that impending 
ruin in ‘the administration of the public domain, 
which his system is about to inflict. What, sir, is 


it possible that any man—what shall I sa; ?—that 
any man in his senses can be so supremely ridicu- 
lous as to suppose that, by reducing the price of the 
public lands from a dollar and a quarter to twenty- 
five cents, or, in some instances, to 50 cents, you 
will get more money for them? Yet that is the 
principle assumed by the Secretary of the Treasury; 
and it shows the opinion which operates in his mind, 
and in the minds of the friends of graduation and 
pre-emption laws. I will not attempt to describe 
the whole of the consequences of this law. One of 
its effects is to convert the existing cash system into 
a credit system. Do you notsee it? What is the 
fact as to the pre-emption laws heretofore granted? 
They gave the pre-emptioner a credit of two years. 
The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Cray] now 
Jimits his credit to one year; but whether the term 
be one, two, or three years, it changes our land sys- 
tem from a sale for cash to a sale for credit; and 
thus the whole 120 millions of acres of the pubiic 
domain will all pass under this newly revived cre- 
dit system. 

And who are they who propose this change? The 
very men who decry all credit, who clamor for hard 
money, who inveigh against banks, and denounce 
the credit system as the source cf all our woes! 
and yet here, now, under the name of a pre-emp- 
tion law, they propose to revive the whole credit 
system! Canit be doubted that such willbe the 
resuitof the bill? Will any man, who can get his 
land on a credit of one or two years, buy it for 
cash?—especially when he can dispose of his cash 
at a rate of 18 per cent. interest, as pievails in IHi- 
rois and some other new States? 

This is a grave feature in this new experiment, 
and deserves the serious consideration of the Se- 
nate. To what will sucha system lead? Have 
we had no experience on this subjeci?_ When you 
have parted with your land from year to year thus 
on credit, yon will at length have accumulated a 
mass of debtors on whose behalf petition afier pe- 
tition will be presented here, and their inability to 
pay willbe most pathetically set forth, till at last 
your compassion will be moved, and will forgive 
these poor debtors the entire amount of their debt 
and consent to take remuneration for their land in 
some other form of advantage to the public service. 


It is not correct, though it has been said and re- 
peated by some gentlemen here, tbat the sole differ- 
encz effected by the pre-emption law in the price 
you receive for the public land is some two or 
three cents peracre. First, there . is the difference 
of six cents which the President states; and how is 
this made out? The public land is sold either by 
auction or at private sale; but owing to coercion, 
to violence, to combinations, and the open contempt 
of law, (a state of things which has grown with 
the multiplication of pre-emption laws,) the 
preceeds of the auction sales are now much 
less than formerly. I cannot believe with the 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. Linn] that the people 
of the United States are incompetent to protect their 
owa property. I believe that it can be dene, by a 
steady, firm, and upright administration of the Go- 
vernment. I believe that the people of the United 
States are capable of protecting the righis against 
all who assail them, whether from within or from 
without. Assuredly, if the Government cannot 
protect what is its own, it must be very incompe- 
tent to protect usand ours. But, Task, how is the 
six cents excess of sales over the minimum ptice, 
referred to by the President, made up? It is got by 
running an average over the total amount of sales, 
both by auction and by private entry. Now, the 


“amount sold at auction is not one-fourth, ro, I ke- 


lieve, not one-tenth, part of the whole. The Secre- 
tary takes the auction sales, where the lands 
brought from $5 to $20 and acre, and spreads that 
amount of excess over the whole remaining nine- 
tenths of the total amount soid by private entry, 
and then he makes an average, and draws the in- 
ference that the whole gain in selling the public 
lands in the established and customary method 
over what they bring under pre-emption laws 
amounts to but six cents an acre! Is this fan? 
But even this amount of six cents, under a proper 
administration of the system, would cover the 
whole expense of survey andsale. But is that all? 
You are to add two years’ interest on the mini- 
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mum price, which, on a credit of two years, 
amounis to fifteen cents. Ifone year’s credit only 
is given, it will be seven and a half cents, which, 
added to the six cents, makes thirteeriand a half 
cents on every acre of the public domain, which 
would be gained by the continuance of the old 
system. Rie ee 
But more. This bill amounts to a virtual repeal 
of the auction system. That system applies only 
to new lands recently brought into market. But 
of what avail is an auction if you. proclaim to the 
whole world that they may get the land at the mi- 
nimum price if they will only come and settle on 
it, and’ that before survey? The entire ‘existing 
system is superseded by the introduction of this 
“weoden horse,” with all the means of injury with 
which it is fraught. y 


I have now described, but not with all that.force 
in which the circumstances of the case would war- 
rant me, the difference between the old and leng- 
established land system of this country and the new 
and fearful experiment now proposed. Yeu. must 
have seen that the change isto be thorough and radi- 
cal. Now [put it tə the Administration Senators 
in this body—to their candor-—to their patriotism- 
to their sense of justice—is it right, on the close of 
the Administration of a dismissed Ministry, to in- 
tioduce anew and totally different policy in regard 
to one ef the greatest interests of the country? Is 
it right, is it fair, that the policy of the existing 
Administration now passing out of power shall be 
made to lap over on the new Administration with- 
out consulting them or paying the least regard to 
their judgment in the matter? The progress of the 
administration of the American Government has 
developed in the practical operation of our system 
anew feature, and one of the most profound im- 
portance. A different political phenomenon takes 
place here from any thing which exists in Europe. 
In European constitutional Governments, when a 
Ministry is dismissed or goes out of office, the King 
ot the Queen, as the care may be, yields to the 
change of sentiment, and comes round with the 
nation. But herean Administration may be. dis- 
missed and stillremain four months in power. What, 
in such a case, is it their duty to do? I will. tell 
gentlemen what I would do in the like. circum- 
stances. I would institute no new measures of pò- 
licy. I would simply keep the political machine in 
motion. [would greage the wheels and repair and 
preserve all its parts in a state of preparation for the 
performance of those high duties for which the 
whole was constructed; but I would attempt no- 
thing new in the permanent p'licy of the country, 
foreign or domestic. By such a moderate course 
alone can the evils of the anomaly to which I have 
adverted be prevented. I would not ask gentle- 
men to deny themselves a fair exercise of the 
Executive patronage irum now till the 4ih of March 
next, Idonot ask them to do what was done 
when Mr. Adams was expelled from the Presidency 
—I should say, lost his clectios. What did they 
do then? The Senate refused to pass on impor- 
tant Executive nominations till after the 4th of 
March, and then several of them were withdrawn, 
and substitutes sent in by the new President. The 
Senate refused him the constitutional exercise of 
his cfficial right from the time of his lost election 
till he went out of cffice. nis I do not ask. Í 
dare to say General Harrison, when he comes, ‘will 
look at thote whom he finds in office, and, if he 
finds that they are honest and capable and faithful, 
that they have not been noisy and forward: polit 
cians, nor brevght their cflicial influence in con- 
flict with the freedom of elections; if any such 
there ba, Lhepe he will let them stand (:hough I fear 
there will be but few) as monuments of the libe~ 
raliiy of a Whig Administration, acting on patriotic 
principles. Bat if gentlemen expect that General 
Harrison, because they choose to rush on and 
make appointments, with a view to thwart his Ad- 
ministration, will, when he comes here, fear to do 
his duty, either they or Ihave mistaken’ the man. 
Ceneral Harrison means to be the President on the 
4th of March next, which his fellow-citizens have 
elected him to be. And no premature bill, no 
stretching out of the policy cf this into the next 
Administration, is going to restrain bim from look- 

ing at those in office, and deciding for himself 
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Whether they possess the requisite qualifications fur 
the discharge of their official duty. 

But, to come back, i put it to gentlemen whe- 
ther it is right and fair to make this great change in 
‘the land system of the country at such a time? 
Would you like us to do it if conditions were re- 
versed? 

But there are other considerations which admo- 
nish us against legislating on this subject at the 
present time. We have not yet officially received 
‘the results of the census for the last ten years; we 
cannot, therefore, see whether the new States have 

: filled up as rapidly as we could wish, Let us first 
see. what is thenumber of their population; so that 
‘we may judge whether any further stimulant is 
needed to quicken the rate at which their numbers 
increase. I know, indeed, that the result will show 
directly the contrary. From tables which I cauced 
‘to be carefully constructed nine years age, it is 
shown that the population of the new States in- 
creases ata rate vastly over that of the old. Take 
a singie example. The population of Iinois 
doubles itself in six years! What, then, is the 
ground for the adoption of this new system? Poes 
it consist in some notions of charity to the poor? 1 
have formerly adverted to that subject. Where do 
gentlemen get their right to setup eleemesyeary 
laws for the benefit of the poorer portions of the 
community? But if they have, what will be the 
operation of the system in this respeci? lt is pre- 
tended to be for the advantage of widows and or- 
phans, (orphans over eighteen years, however.) Is 
any gentlemen here ignorant of what wiil and 
must, of necessity, be the practical operation oi 
such alaw? Willa widow in Maine travel all the 
way to Missouri that she may receive the boon 
proposed to be given her by this law? Will not its 
benefits be confined to the widows ef the loealin:? 
Tn terms, to be sere, it proposes to confer the p e 
emption on all widows and minors. Bat will not 
the benefit, in fact, be limited to widows avd mi- 
nors residing in the Slates within which the lands 
lie? Surely. That, then, is the extent of your 
charity. 

I am not very well, and I do not feel very much 
encouraged by past experience in opposition to this 
bill. My hope is elsewhere; tboush I woun (ust 
that honorable Senators would at least pauso be fore 
they lake such a leap. 

There are other consequences on which E might 
dwell, We have heard that this bill and another 
‘allied to it are to inerease the revenue; aud I be- 
lieve that one of them was, pro forma, sent to the 
Committee on Finance on that ground. ‘Phe new 
plan is, to increase the resourees of the now iri- 
poverished exchequer; but I have alreaty shown 
that, for the present at le evepre will be 
be diminished instead of cased by tty for the 
amount vested in the publie lands nader this law 
will be on a credit of one or two yeris, and cannot 
come into the ‘Freasury GU the emi of that ti 
And as those disposed to make such invesin 
will avail themseives of the credit, there 
sales to but an inconsiderable amount for c 
aconsequent diminution of the pioeeeds u 
the present year, Therefore, with an exhi 
treasury, wiyh a vast naiional det, asee 
and unascerta‘ned, besides a lage amount 
soon redeemed, of Treasury no 
running on interest, itis now proposed, instead of 
replenishing the empty coffers of Mr. Secretary 
Woodbury, by an imposition at once cf duties on 
luxuries, to increase, Invtcad of removing, the ex- 
isting deficit in cur peean‘ary resources. 

Our jand system hereiovere has been the admire - 

. tion of the world for one of its best and noblest fea- 

tures, viz: the perfect security it gave as to the land 
titles of our new settlements. Noman who kad 

eyes to see the Marks Upon a corner trec, er upon a 

stone standing in a prairie, conid possibly risteke 
the limits of his own traci; and no othec man could 
have color of right to disturb him on the ground of 
his title. Securitp—absolute security in land ti- 
tles—has been one of the highest blessings in the 
new Staes, But are you sure that this wit con- 

tinue tobe the case under your new pre i 
law? . Do butconceiye how it will work 

thata new district of rich and choice lac d aa jast 
been thrown open. The Indian title has been ex- 


ained 
to De 
ouistanding and 


tioguished, but the fresh and fertile lands have not 
yet been surveyed. They are open, however, to 
ihe operation cf this bill; and, in the course of a few 
weeks, may become worth from fificen to twenty 
dollars per sere. You proclaim to all who come 
rushing in torrents upon the new acquisition, crowd- 
ing, contending, scrambling for the fairest spots an 
the best situations, that they shall have a pre- 
emplion. What scenes of confusion, contention, 
heart-burning, ay, of bloodshed, must naturally er- 
sue. When a nation, heretofore esteemed wise and 
prudent in the management of its public domain, 
proclaims to all the world that the first man who 
comes and seizes on it shall have it, who can eal- 
culate, who can conceive the confusion, disorder, 
and mischief which must ensue? Who can esti- 
mate the effects of the broad foundations that will 
be laid for uncertainty, controversy, and litigation 
in land utles? 

Again, this bill must work a vast increase of the 
Executive power; for all disputed pre-empticn 
righis which, according to tho cautiuus policy of 
Vuginia, were referred to the decision of the Ju- 
diciary by caveat, or ejectment, or bill in chancery, 
are now ultimately cast on the Exceutive of the 
Uniied States; for the bill provides they shall be 
setuled “summarily” and definitely by the register 
and receiver of the land district in which tke dis- 
pute arises, these officers to decide under instruc- 
tions from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. So, the dispuiantis put under the register 
and receiver; the register and receiver are under 
the Commissioner; the Commissioner is under the 
Sccretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary is un- 
der the President. Tans, you add immensely to 
ihe mass of Executive power, by drawing within 

s vurtex all the disputed claims through all the 
land districts. Aad now, Task, what right have 
you—and I put tke i inquiry more especiali y to that 
portion of the Seaate who have been in the habit 
of esteeming it as their more peculiar province and 
duty to gua rd snd defend the Constitution ef the 
United Siales, (and who perhaps, have sometimes 
pushed their zeal on that subjeet a little too fan) 
what ri ight have you, and under what principle, 
or provision of the Constitntion, especially of 
ter the clear asd distinct separation in the 
Constitution cfihe Jedicial from the other dr- 
partments of the Government—what right bave 
yeu to give to the register and reeeiver of 
one of your land districts the indisputable judi- 
ciol power to decide a ques ion of title to real estate 
“samy arily”? withont appeal, and without the ie- 
tr rvention of a jury? And then what a temptation do 

eu bol presem to public officers vo situated? Why, 
i Tam risatiy informed, there wes not long since 
asingle pre-emption rishi near the town of Chica- 
g9, the vaine of which was atone time estimated 
as 'high as $200,000; and the right to sueh a proper- 
ty isto be en usted to a register and receiver ab- 
solutely and without appeal! Can there be greater 
danger of cerruption, or, at least, of favoritism? 
‘the power is tremendous. 

Mr. President, [have said much more than I 
in'ended. Eoth your comfort and my own require 
that [should here stop; and I will stop with repeating 
my most anxious entreai iy to those honorable gen- 
temen whem in political sentiment I have the mis- 
fornine Lo oppose, that they will pause before they 
sanction an untried experiment of such encrmous 

magnitude, Tak them to wait for the results of 
the late census; to compare the population of the 
new and the old States, and the relative rate at 
vhich both are inerez sing; and before they part 
wih a land sys em which is at this hour the pride 
and ornament o° the le gzislation of the Cangress of 
the United States, and ‘which has brought to the na- 
tion such rich and invaluable fruit. to panse-—to 
pause !—and if they will not abandon the plan, that 
they will at least con-ent to embark on these new 
experimenis with greater light to guide their course 
than that which they now have, 

Mr. WRIGHT said he had, yesterday, be- 
fore any qucst’on was taken on this bill, offered a 
few remarka to the Senate on one single question, 

and wiih one single purpose, end that was to show 
thai no law which they eould pass could have any 
influence, within cne of the S:atescf the Union, 
upona holder under this Government, of a patent 


for lands, as to the security, or perpetuation, or 
transfer of his title. He attempted to show that 
the State, and not this Government, has the cont:ol 
of that mat ter, and that any alien receiving their 
patent would fake the utle, and thatit would de- 
pend upon the institutions ‘of the Siate whether he 
could hold, and whether he could transmit or trans- 
fer it, and ‘therefore that the amendments then un- 


~j 
der discussion were entirely unnecessary, unknown 
to their legislation, and of no practical utility. 


He 
had then, in istration of the argument he had at- 
tempted to make, referred to the suggestion of the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] 
who had just taken his seat, made on aformer day, 
and in reference to the influence of out legislation 
as to the sale of lands upon the cubject of voting in 
the States; and to that incidental remark of his, the 
honorble Senator fairly and properly, though unex- 
pectedly to him, replied. it was io answer the ho- 
norable Senator’s argument on that point, and not 
to discuss the bill under consideration, thathe now 
threw himself on the indulgence of the Senate. 

There was one part of that Senator's remarks, 
which he should not answer; namely, that the vote 
of one State, at the late election, the gentlemen was 
informed, and suppcsed to be true, was controlled 
by the votes of persons who were not naturalized 
citizens of tie United States. Having no know- 
ledge of the facts, he referred a!l that matter to the 
Senators on that floor, who represented the State to 
which allusion bad been made. He referred also 
the bill, and its provisions, to the Senators from the 
Stztes more immediately interested, and who 
were much more able than he was to discuss it. 
As to the incidental point, one of vast importance 
—no less than the qualifications of voters, and as 
to the question where rests the power to prescribe 
those qualifications—he could not, in justice to 
himself,do le's than make some reply to the remarks 
of the Senator from Kentucky. He admitted, 
however, that he «as led into an error in making 
that simple allusion on the previous day, as he had 
afforded the Senator from Kentucky an opportunity 
to draw this discussion from the point before 
the Legislature, and from the proper question to be 
discus:ed. The question between the Senator from 
Kentucky and himself was, first, where rests the 
right to prescribe the qualifications of voters for 
members of the National Legislature in this coun- 
try, for he chose to confine himself within that 
limit; but if the Senator desired more broad ground, 
he would then ay, for the officers of the State Go- 
vernments, and, by consequence, for the members 
of the National Legislature? 

Has this Government any power whatever over 
those qualifications when prescribed by the States? 
He (Mr. Wriant) said yesterday that, as he un- 
derstood tb bject, the whole power was commit- 
ted to the State, and that no branch ef this Govern- 
ment could, in any way, constitutionally inter- 
fere. if he understood the argument of the 
honorable Senator, and that honorable gentle- 
man would believe him when he said he did 
not intend to misunderstand him, it was that 
the qualification cf naturalization over-rides 
the puwercf the State, and, resting in the hands 
ef this Government, uniil it shall constitute an 
emigrant from a foreign country a citizen, the 
S'atein which he may reside cannot constitute 
him a voter. He believed he stated the argument 
fairly and truly. 

Now he did not propose to go into this 
discussion: it was above his sphere; but he had 
some suggestions to make, which it was his 
duty, at the earliest period, to lay before this body, 
and before his countrymen. What was the ques- 
tioun? It was—in reference to one class—and 
if they went bask to the commencement of our his- 
tory as a coasiitutional Government, a very large 
class—if they looked tothe future, likely to beas 
large a class of the inhabitants of this country, the 
tliers of the soil and the operatives in all the avo- 
cations of busiaess—has this Government the power 
to say whether they shall, or shail not, be the free- 
men of the United States, in the common accepta- 
tion of the term? Whence is that power derived? 
Where did the Senator look for the right of inter- 
ference. Was itin our Constitution? He (Mr. 
Waicur) had carefully examined that instru. 
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ment, and the only word or provision which 
he had been abie to discover was almost one cf 
the first in the instrument itself, and what is it? 
“The House of Representatives shall be composed 
of. members chosen every second year by the peo- 
ple of the several States.” And they knew that, 
up to this hour, no other than the people of the States 
had had any part in the choice of members of that 
House: they had quasi members, in the shape of 
delegates from the Territories, but they had no 
“members” who did not confe there by the choice of 
the people of the States. The Constitution proceeds: 
‘cAnd the the electors in each State shall have the 
qualifications requisite for electors of the most nu- 
merous bracnh of the State Legislature”—and that 
was all there was in the whole instrument on the 
subject. The electors of a member of the House 
of Representatives shall have the qualifications of 
electors of members of the mest numerous branch 
of the State Legislature. Who prescribes these 
qualifications? The Congress of the United 
States? The President of the United State? Any 
power of this Government? No: but the 
people of the States, whose representatives they 
ate. How are they usually presented and defined? 
jo the Constitution of the State. And who was 
prepared to say that the people of a sovereign 
State, forming to themselves a Constitution, can be 
ecstrolied by this body in designating those who 
shall elect their officers? The persons to represent 
them at home, and here? For the argument goes to 
hat. 


He believed it had been an unconsidered po- 
sition of the honorable Senator—it must be a new 
doctrine in this country. He admitted the States 
usually confined the right of voting to citizenship. 
But would it be said the people cf a State, in the 
formation of their Constitution and Government, 
were compelled to do this?) Where was the com- 
pulsion? Suppose they did not do it: or, suppose 
they should say, in the Constitution of the Siate, 
that an alien, with a residence of but one hour, 

_ shall be a voter for the members of the most nu- 
merous branch of the State Legislature; who was 
to correct that decision? Where was that high 
court of appeals which could say that the Constitu- 
tion of a sovereign State was unconstitutional? [Ie 
believed it did not exist in our institutions; but that 
the people, inhabiting a Territory, with a title 
to become a State under this Government, 
were sovereign, and, in a legal sense, as inhabi- 
tants of a State, were without Government, until 
they made one for themselves. If his memory 
served him, they bad had a recent example, in- 
volving this very point; and if be misstated the 
fact, he should be corrected. He believed, 
at the formation of the Constitution for the 
Siate of Michigan, free white inhabitants cf the 
Territory were the persous who formed it, and who 
elected delegates to the Convention as their agents, 
In the Constitution adopted by that Convention, li- 
mitations and qualifications of volers were pre. 
scribed; but all the free white inhabitants of that 
State, at the time of the Convention, were made 
voters within the State, without regard to our na- 
turalization laws. He might be mistaken, but 
such was his impression of the facts. Could any 
body, or any power in this country, say that that 
Constitution was void? Did it conflict with any 
powers delegated to this Government? 


Bat for a moment, and he did not intend to pro- 
tract the discussion, let them look at the condition 
in which a State might be placed, and in which, at 
aceriain period of our history, the States would 
have been placed, if this power had existed in the 
Federal Government, and i's voice could have con- 
trolled the qualifications of voters for officers of 
the State Governments. At one time, during the 
existence of the old alien law, the President of the 
United States was authorized to remove aliens 
from this Union—to order their transporta- 
tion beyond the Territories of the United States. 
At another period, a long residence had been 
required, to enable aliens to be naturalized 
under this Government. By the naturaliga- 
tion law of 95, five years’ residence was the limit; 
but by the Jaw of °98—that period which a most 
distinguished individual of this counuy once, in 


his hearing, in an.ther place, (referring to the House 
of Representatives,) prorncunced hard, unconstita- 
tional times—a residence of FOURTEEN YEARS Was 
required to enable a foreigner to become a citizen. 
Such, then, had been the practical exercise of pow- 
er by this Government, over the matter of citizen- 
ship of the United States. And still no man would 
question that this was but a faint exercise of the 
power, in its plenary existence; this Government 
might repeal all the naturalization laws, and leave 
the foreigner forever unable to become a citizen 
ef the United States, and consequently, according 
to the Senater’s position, from ever becom- 
ing a voler in any State in the Union. Was 
it true that this Government held that power 
over the States, and that the States could not, for 
all practical purposes, citizenize emigrants? It 
was not true. They could prescribe, either in their 
sovercign or legislative capacity, the terms on 
which a man was to hold real estate, not only, but 
to exercise the right of a freeman in voting for 
those who were to exercise the powers of Govern- 
ment over him and his property. At least, he knew 
not of the existence of a power in this ceuntry to 
control the action of the States and the people of 
the States upon these points. He believed such 
power did not exist in fact, asa part of our insti- 
tutions, either State or National. Look at it, and 
look again at those complaints which gave exist- 
ence to this Government, as an independent Go- 
vernment among the nations of the earth; and what 
do we find among the enumeration of grievances? 
Why, that the King obstructed emigration to the 
Provinces, and that the passage of proper naturali- 
zation laws was refused; and did our fatbers of 
the Revolution,those stickiers for Staic sovereignty, 


_ place in the hands of this Government those vital 


powers, which the King possessed, and which the 
King abuse? tf so, be asked for evidence of 
its existence, and fer a record of the grant. 
For they should not forget that they stood 
there with delegated powers simply, and not 
upon original and absolute power. This Govern- 
ment possesses the powers whieh the States and 
the people have granted to it, and none other. 
Every other power of sovereignty and government 
is expressly reserved to the one or the other by the 
terms of the Constitution. But this argument of 
the honorable Senator seemed to him (Mr. Wricn’r) 
to be an argument of convenience, or Lather he 
should say, of necessity. His [Mr. Cray’s] feel- 
ings appeared to be horrified at the idea that the 
foreigner, the citizen, cr subject of another Go- 
vernment, owing, as that honorable Senator ex- 
presses it, allegicnce to a foreign power, should 
come to this country and, by his vote, govern cur 
politics and political institetions. Suppose this 
evil to exist, where was the danger to be feh? And 
where should the remedy rest? Could it be that 
these serfs of Russia, who had been introduced 
into the Senator’s argument, were to place them- 
selves in one of the free States of this Union, to 
control i's elections, its offices, and its affairs, with 
its approbation? To be the destruction of this Go- 
vernment, and not the destruction equally of the 
government of the Blati? 
there may be, where is it firstto befehl? In the 
State where the evil exists. Where then should 
rest the remedy? Ia the hands of the sovereign 
people of that State; and Congress was not 
permitted, in his es‘imation, to presume that the 
people of a State will encourage a policy, in re- 
ference io free voters of this country, that will be 
destructive of our iastilutions, State or National. 
If itshall come to be so, the mstitutions are gone, 
for they rest on that people, the people of the 
States, and noion any distinctive organization of 
this Confederacy, which can preserve them against, 
or without, their action. The members of Con- 
gress are but the delegates of the propie of the States, 
with limited and preseribed powers, noi extending 
to the qualifications of voters in the States. If 
evils were to be apprehended from too great a 
latitude in defining thee qualifications, the ap- 
prehensions must exist with the greatest force in 
the heart of enr sovereignty, among the people 
themselves, and the remedy should rest where the 
evil must be first discovered, and where it would 


If there be danger, and | 


be drawn from the necessities of: the case, for if 
there be danger, the remedy rests where it should. . 
Tie people have the right to prescribe their own 
policy, and to judge cf their own safety. He had 
now said all he intended. to say in reference to the 
power to prescribe the qualification of voters; and 
with a single reply to a very playfal remark-of the 
honorable Senator, he would close. The hotiora- 
ble Senator said that as a defeated party—as a retir- 
ing Administration, it was indecorous and improper. 
in the friends of this Administration to bring forward 
any new measures, or to adopt any new steps of 
policy. Well, that he (Mr. Wriant) believed; 
and he had intended, in his heart, to be Just as mo- 
dest as possible for the short remaining period in 
which his political friends were to hold power in 
that body, if they held it then—to do what he De- 
lieved the interests of the country required should 
be done, and strictly to refrain from doing what he 
gid not believe to be necessary. The bill before 
the Senate—and it was but the opinion of a single 
individual~-he considered as part of a policy adopt- 
ed and pursued by the Congress of the United 
States nearly ever since he had had the honor of a 
seat in that body; or, at mest, it was but a modifi- 
cation of that policy. He viewed it in that light, 
and he entreated the friends of the coming in Ad- 
ministration not to look upon him as attempting to 
tread in the steps of that powerful party. E 
Sappove, however, the honorable Senator’s ex- 
aggerations were real, and that they were attempt 
ing, at this late period of their political power, toin- 
troduce new and improved measures of principle or 
policy, it would seem to him that the opportunity to 
effect a remedy was so near,that that pure and clear 
light, which was to shine, on the 5th of March 
nex’, over all this happy Union, conld prevent any 
great evil; while if, from any metive, proper or 
improper, they should make a sad mistake, as 
political partisans, it must be remembered that all 
partisans did not deeply regret such misfortunes, 
when falling apon their opponents. If, however, 
it should happen that this measure runs. across the 
poliey of the coming Administration, and yet that 
a heavy responsibility may be devalved upon 
those who feel compelled to act in its. repeal, then 
complaint might not only be expected, but received 
with indulgence. In that aspect of the case, he 
could feel no disposition to recriminate upon ‘the 
honorable Senator. Such would have been his 
feelings, and might have been his course, if their 


x 


situations had been changed, 

A word upen another topic. 

The honorable Senator said, that rome years ago, 
when there was a politeal revolution ia the coun- 
try, Unis body, of which he (ir. Wricar) was not 
then a member, refused to consent to the nomina- 
tion of the non-elected President. ‘Phat might be 
so. He (Mr. Wricnr) did not doubt it, for the 
Senator said so; bat his memory enabled him to 
say that thete was a radical difference between 
the two eases. i was not that the men of that day 
acted in violation of the principles which they had 
espoused and advocated, but that the Administra- 
uon, then dismissed, hapoenid to fall iato a mino- 
rity in this and the ether branch of Conxress, not 
during the year of its eypiration, buttwo-years. be- 
fore, and the representation of the people, here and 
in the other end of the Capitol, had been against 
that Administration, for that length of- “time. © 
Sore'y, then, the honcrable Senator would not 
crimisate them for doing what they believed to 
be in conformity with ihe will of their-constituents, 
thus repeatedly expressed, He (Mr. WRIGHT) 
must believe the Senator from .Kentucky would 
not now recriminate on the friends-of the. present 
Administration for doing what they believed to be 
their duty, since they were so scon to yield the Go- 
veraweat to those who, be sincerely hoped, would 
give the country a wiser and better government. 
But if it be improper for them to introduce new 
measures, anda new poliey, wasit generous for the 
Senator to ask them, during the short period which 
remained to them, to undo all that they had done? 
To retrace their steps? To unsetile again their-old 
established aud most: favorite policy? Should. he 
appeal to them to take ground which the new. Ad- 
ministration must eceupy? And yet the complaint 


be most severely felt. An argument, then, cannot | was that they were carrying out that policy which 
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they had deliberately adopted and consistently pur- 
sued, with intentions as sincere and patriotic, and 
motives as pure, he trusted, as the new Adminis- 
tration would adopt its measures. It seemed to 
him, therefore, that the lecture of the honorable 
Senator was ungenerous; for what he asked was, 
that they, by their actions, should take back tke 
prominent measure of the present Administration; 
should undo what they had done; and should re- 
verse tbe policy by which they had been hitherto 
governed. 


Mr. CLAY. I shall offer but a few words in re- 
piy. Among all the charges which at various times 
have been made against me, I had supposed that 
a want of generosily at least was not one of them. 
The gentleman thinks it ungenerogs in me to ask— 
what? That he and his friends here shall obey our 
common masters, the people—that they shall repeal 
the Sub-Treasury law which the people have con- 
demned. Why, sir, in this, I only call upon gen- 
tlemen to conform to their own doctrine, so often, 
so long, and so loudly proclaimed by themselves: 


“that the people are to govern—that the Democracy _ 


must rule—that the Democracy of numbers is the 
`. real and only sovereign——that we are all here as 
servants.of the people—ihat, as Senators, we have 
no original rights—that we are to bow to the ma- 
jesty of the people in all their pleasure.” But now, 
it seems that this Sub-Treasury scheme is their mea- 
sure, and not the measure of the people whom they 
represent—and it is very ungenerous to ask them 
to obey their masters’ will. Why, sir, what is the 
honorable Senatc:? Able, adroit, astute, learned, 
ingenious as he is, is he not the servant of the peo- 
ple of New York—of the 400,000 voters, a majr- 
rity of whom have condemned this law? And 
whose will is to prevail—theirs or his? I have 
asked him to yield to their pleasure. I hope there 
will be no flinching, no shuffling; but that the ho- 
norable Senator will have the goodness to act ac- 
cording to the principles he has so often inculeated 
on us—that he wil! bow to the “Demoersey of 
numbers,” and conform himself to what bis consti- 
“tuents require. "This measure of the Sub-Treasury 
was, as I have undersicod, the one constant theme 
of the gentleman’s eloquence from the shores of the 
Atlantic to the borders of the St. Lawrence—that was 
the issue he continually made—ihat was the issue 
on which his State cast her vote—she has con- 
demned his favorite measurc—and yet now he con- 
siders it ungenerous in me to ask him to. abandon 
what his own constituents condemn! Far from it. 
I am not the counsellor of the honorable Senator 
or his friends; but I wil ieil what I would do. S» 
help me God, on my sacred honor, L would move 
to repeal the Sub-Treasury law. I would not say 
that I bad changed my opinion—my pride of prin- 
ciple would prevent that—but, finding the measure 
not acceptable to my constituents, E would conform 
to their will, Where on the whole face of the 
globe does not public sentiment exact obedience to 
its will? Isitin Russia? No, no. The Autocrat 
himself is bound to yield to its behests, and so in 
fact he has done. Whe? Lask again. In Tar- 
key? No. The Grand Seignior is obliged to sub- 
mit as much as any other despot. We are charged 
with a want of generosity because we have asked 
the Senator to bow to this common law of our na- 
ture—a law that rules the whole eivilized world! 


I have now a few remarks to make on the ques 
tion raised by the honorable Senater respecting the 
elective franchise. Why he has risen fo discuss in 
so elaborate a manner a mere opinion cf mine, 
thrown cut withent argument, I do not kuow. 
He is too acute and practised a Icgician not 


to know that the manner of putting a ques-- 


tion, of itself, often decides st. The Senator 
asks, what right this Federal Government ha: 
to prescribe for a State who shall vete for 
her rule? It bas none—it pretends to none. 
- But this-case of unnaturalized foreigners is an 
exception to the otherwise universal exercise of 
the State sovereignty. The exception applies here. 
An alien is nota citizen of a Staite, nor is he one 
of “the people of a State,” and therefore he is not 
included in the words which the Senator read from 
the Constitution. The question would be more 
correctly slated to'be, what right has any State tc 


perform that process of naturalization which is ex 
clusively confided to the General Government? Bu 
he asks, who has a right to contest the constitu: 
tionality of the Constitution of the State of Michi- 
gan. Isay to him, you have; every man has wha 
lives under the Constitution of this Union. Ifa 
State Constitution declares thai aliens may vote, 
then their votes may affect the composition of the 
House of Representatives, or of the Senate, and so 
eventually the question might come into these bo- 
dies in judging, as they respectively have aright to 
judge, of the qualifications of persons returned ay 
members of the two Houses. ` 


The Senator supposes as a case possible, that 
Congress should refuse to pass any naturalization 
Jaw, and he asks, what is then to be the condition 
of large bodies of emigrants to this country? There 
are two answers to be given to this question: First, 
if Congress should fail to pass naturalization laws, 1 
fails to do its express duty; a duty to which it is 
bound under the Constitution. Congress has passed 
such laws, and I presume it always will. There 
may be a difference as to the time to be pre- 
scribed as a probationary period, but there can be 
no dcubt as the obligation of Congress to fix some 
rule. 


But there is yet another answer. 
fails to make provision on the subject, then the 
right reverts and accrues to each State, exactly 
as it would accrue should Congress neglect to pass 
a uniform bankrupt law. Bat for another clause 
in the Coustitution which declares that no State 
shall pass any law impairing the obligation of con- 
tracts, but for thal, every State would have the 
right. There is no such obstacle in relation te 
naturalization. Ihave no desire to press this mas 
ter; but if the gentleman is very desircus of an 
abstract argument on this point, Lam ready. It is 
not necessary, however, to enter into it; my only 
purpose was to enter a careat against the doctrine 
advanced by him, as being, ia my judgment, not 
constitutional. The right to vote implies citizen. 
ship, necessarily, essentially, althcugh the convers: 
of the proposition does not apply: then comes 
in the State authority; but the State has no au: 
thority to confer the clec:ive franchise on any 
foreigner who is not a constituent portion of 
the people of the State—who is not a member 
of our political ecmmenity—who is not cne ot 
the people of the United States. That incorpora 
tion of aliens into our society is an oflice confided, 
and wisely confided to Congress alene, A State 
may confer any other privileges it pleases—allow fea 
reigners to hold and iransm it lands; but it eaanct 
make a citizen of a {creigner—it cannot make an 
alien my fellow-citizen, without the consent of 
our common Government. Norean it invest bin 
wilh those privileges, the existence and exercise of 
which necessarily imply the existence of citizen. 
ship, E protest against the right of any State, 
by its separate action, to disturb the balance of 
political power between the Siates, or to affect the 
political condition of the people of other States. 

The Senator seems to think it easy, after the 
4h of March next, to get rid of this new pre-emp- 
tion law should in now pass, and he seems delight 
ed, he appears to chuckle at the thcughtihat he hat 
got hold of a little popular measure; and that it 
will be a difficult matter to repeai it. Why, sir, 
I shoald think that after setting land traps for the 
people for these twelve years past and all in vain, 
the Senator and his party would not be so very 
sanguine in their expectations of the success of-a 
Rew one. You have had all these taps for the 
popular favor for a period new of twelve years, 
and what have you got by them? Aboutas much 
#s you are likely to get hereafter: you bave got 
four out of the nine land States! The more traps 
you sel, the fewer States you will eateh. And 
now, ja conclusion, if I might be allowed to give ta 
the gentleman and his friends my sincere, and I 
hope unobtrusive advice, I would remind them all 
that, in the long ren and on the great scale in poli 
ues and in private life, HONESTY îs the best POLICY. 

Mr. WRIGHT said ke would not protract the 
debate. With the argument he was content, as 
the honcrable Senator had not materially. referred 
to it. ` 


If Congress 


In the closing remark of the Senator, that “honesty 
was the best policy. in polities, as in private life,” 
he heartily agreed with him; and however the pasi 
might have been, he earnestly hoped that the 
maxim might be the Senator’s constant rule of 
action in the long and prosperous life he wished 
him. ; s 

To a single position which the honorable and 
learned gentleman had laid down, he must entet 
his earnest dissent; and but for that, and the feat 
that silence on his part might be tortured into as 
sent, he might have felt at liberty to omit this entire 
reply. The position was that a non-user of a 
power, expressly granted to this Government in 
the Constitution, ‘operated to confer that power, 
and the exercise of it, upon the States. To such a 
po-ition he could not assent, nor could he permi 
his silence to be construed as assent to a doctrina 
which seemed to hm so subversive of thé very 
theory of written constitutions. 

As to the remarks of the Senator in re- 
lation to the expression of the people of the 
country at the late elections, on the subject 
of the Independent Treasury measure, lhe had 
nothing to add to what had formerly passed 
between them upon that point. They had then 
differed as to what the verdict of the people, at the 
late elections, had decided upon that point; and it 
was not likely that further discussion between them 
would lessen those differences.. It was enough for 
him to know that a new party was in power; and if 
they repealed that measure, he hoped they would 
replace it by one which would be wiser and better, 
and more acceptable to the people. 

Mr. LINN addressed the Senate at some length 
in reply to Mr. Cray. 

After a few words from Mr. HUBBARD, the 
debate was again adjourned, and the bill was in- 
formally passed over. l 


REMARKS OF MR. ANDERSON, 
OF MAINE, 

In the’ House of Representatives, December 30, 1840 
—Qn the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
thefamendmeént of Mr. Sueprarp, repealing the 
perision act‘of: 1837 had been agreed to. 
tir, ANDERSON of Maine desired to inquire 

of the honofable member from Massachusetts, if 

the bill he intended to offer as an amendment to 
the bill now under consideration, should the vote 
ef yedterday Le reconsidered, was the bill agreed 
upon by the Committee on Naval Affairs yester- 
day. Mr Rexp replied, that it was the bill adopted 
by the committee, with an additional section, ex- 
tending to all the widows and children now on the 
pension list, the same ameunt of pension they 
now receive, for the further period of five years. 

Mr ANDERSON then stated, that the committee 
had unanimously agreed upon a bill, regulating 
and defining the future distribution of navy pen- 
sions, and kad instructed him to improve the first 
opportunity of presenting it to the House, and 
also to ask that il be made the special order for 
some early day in the session—a duty which he 
should not fail to perform at the earliest moment ; 
and he was satisfied, that the protracted discussion 
which this bill and amendment had produced, 
would predispose the House to a prompt considera- 
tion of the measure. 

He bad made ihis inquiry and this statement, in 
order that the House might fully understand the 
true p sition of this case. lt seemed to him, that 
the argument with which the amendment of his 
friend from North Carolina was originally met, 
was at least in a fair way to be entirely removed ; 
for after a three days’ debate upon the expediency 
of repealing his obnoxious law of 1837, which 
was the substance of his amendment, it eculd not 
seriously be contended that the House were acting 
with any incousiderate ha-te, or that members 
could not vole understandingly upon it. Sir, if a 
utbe cf the discussion which this motion has occa- 
sioned, had been bestowed upon this most extraor- 
dipary act of J837, no one will pretend that it 
could have had the slightest chance of passing; and it 
has excited the astonishment of every one fami- 
har with the operation of that act, that, in 
a body where every question. provckes discus- 
sion and debate, a measure sọ important in its con: 
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sequences could have gone through the House 
without question or opposition. I recollect inquir- 
ing of the honorable member from Massachusetts, 
who generally bestows so watchful and vigilant a 
care over every thing connected with the naval 
service, how this most extravagant and ruinous 
bill could have escaped his observation. He gave 
me substantially the same account he has now 
given to the ttouse. I put the same question to 
another distinguished member of the committee 
from the State of Delaware, not now a member of 
the House, and received from hima similar answer. 

The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisz,] also 
a member of the committee, had informed us that 
he was engaged in other inquiries, and knew 
nothing of it. How much good may have resulted 
to the country from his investigations into other 
supposed abuses of the Government, I pretend not 
to say. We have, in that part of the country from 
which I come, a homely maxim; “that an ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound of cure;” and I 
cannot but think it unfortunate for the public inte- 
rests, that these gentlemen who were then on the 
committee, could not have found time to look a 
little more carefully into this measure, emanating 
as it did from their own committee. 

‘Bat, sir, the mischief has been done, and under 
the operation of this law of 1837, entitled an “Act 
for the more equitable administation of the 
navy pension fund” this magnificent fund of nearly 
$1,200,000 has been entirely exhausted, ‘and this 
enormous list of pensions is now to be fastened 
upon the public Treasury, unless this law is now 
repealed, or some other measure adopted which 
shall limit and restrain the bounty of the Govern- 
ment. By the operation of this and other pexsion 
laws, pérsons have been included as beneficiaries 
of this fund, whose claims for pensions rest upon 
the most flimsy and unfounded pretences, Not 
only have you given a retrospective operation to 
this act of 1837, thereby giving to officers now 
in the navy, and to the widows of those deceased, 
many of whom were in effluent circumstances, 
enormous sums, to some of them as much as 
$20,000 at a payment; but you have given to these 
now in service, pensions tor life, and there are 
officers holding a hgh rank in the navy, now re- 
ceiving their full pay, and yet drawing pensions for 
total di-ability—a degree of lavish liberality, to 
which, I wiil venture to say, the legislation of no 
country upon earth can present a parallel. 

In the remarks I made upon the amendment pro- 
posed to be reconsidered a few days since, Lal- 
juded to som? of the abuses which had grown out 
of this law. I have since ascertained, that thirty- 
eight officers, now in service, znd receiving full 
pay, have been placed upon the pension list by the 
operation of that act, and are now receiving both 
pension and pay. ` 

Sir, it is time to stop this gross perversion of the 
public charity, and I trust ihat the facts developed 
by this discussion, will lead to a speedy arrange- 
ment of this whole matter, upon principles of just 
and reasonable economy. I voted yesterday for 
the amendmentof the member from North Caro- 
lina, not because I believed it would remedy the 
folly of the past, or afford any sufficieat protection 
for the future, but because I would not refuse to 
vote forthe repeal of an cbnoxious law, and be- 
cause, in making the first appropriation from the 

- public Treasury to pay these claims, I would couple 
with it something which should evince a determi- 
nation on the part of Congress to retrace its sleps 
in this matter, and return to a sounder and better 
policy. ‘There is a difference of opinion as to the 
operation of the repeal; and thongh some genile- 
men'scem to apprehend shat it will at once strike 
from the pension lists all pensions established under 

il, others entertain a contrary opinion. The Se- 
cretary of the Navy, ia his annual report of last 
year, fully expresses the opinion that it will not 
disturb existing righ’s. Even if it did so, there 
are other laws behind it, which, excepting the re- 
trospective operation, are almost as tad; and the 
repeal of this act of 1837. revives the act of 1834, 
which is neatly as comprehensive and profuse in 
its provisions as the. other, limiting, however, the 
pensions in al! cases to the term of five; years. 
‘The‘only adequate remedy is in the enactment ofa 
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bill which shall limit and define all pensions now 
established, and hereafier granted. Such a bill, 
embodying the’views of the committee, will be pre- 
sented. ‘This bill, with the exception of the sec- 
tioa I have referred to, expresses the unanimous 
sense of the committee, has béen considered with 
great care, and I hc pe will be adopted by the House; 
it is just and liberal to those who have really suf- 
fered in the service of the country, and provides a 
limited gratuity to the families of those who have 
lost their lives in the performance of their duties. 
It, however, gives no pension to those already re- 
ceiving pay from the Government, and limits to a 
reasonable extent the amount of arrearages to which 
the applicants shall be entitled. 

Upon one point, the committee, during the three 
years that | have had the konor to belong to it, have 
been entirely united—and thatis, in condemning the 
provisions of the act of °37. They bave at former 
sessions reported bills providing for its repeal; the 
Senate have also passed bills to the same effect, 
and every gentleman who has spoken on either 
side, during this debate, seems equally hostile to it, 
Why, then, should we hesitate to repeal it, even if 
the process be a little irregular or unusual? 

Mr. A. said he had regretted that thisdebate had 
assumed a parly character, and that g°nuemen had 
undertaken to arraign the policy and conduet of 
the Secretaty of the Navy and the present Admi- 
uistration in connection with this subject. Tt seem- 
ed to him that the course of the Secretary, in rela- 
tion to this matter, bad been not only wholly irre- 
proachable, but highly creditable and praiseworthy. 
From the first entrance of Mr. Paulding upon the 
duties of his office, he had admonished Congress of 
the.effect which the operation of this act of 1837 
was producing upoa the navy pension fund, and 
exrnestiy and unceasingly recommended i's repeal 
—he has repeatedly apprised us that the fund 
was rapidly diminishing, and would be soon 
entirely exhausted, and that a demand would 
be made upon the National Treasury to 
make good the deficiency. So careful has he 
been in the administration of this law, that he has 
sent cases—when for a merely nominal service in 
the navy, large sums would be ab-tracted from the 
fund—to Congress, wita a detailed statement of the 
effect of their admission. These cases, one of 
which is now before me, were referred to the Na- 
val Committee; but that committee, not deeming 
it proper to interfere with the administration of the 
law, declined expressing an opinion, and iheciaim, 
to the amount of ten or twelve thousand dollars, 
has since been established and paid. These sug- 
gesiions and admonitions of the Secretary fell up- 
on reluciantand unwilling ears. Congress failed 
to apply the proper remedy; and now, when we are 
called upon to appropriate $150,000 out of the 
public Treasury, to continue these payments, and 
the subject has forced itself upon the attention of 
Congress, it is neither just or fair to attempt to 
charge the S:cretary with what he bas so earnestly 
and incessantly labored to avert. 

The member from Norh Carolina has given so 
minute and accurate aa account of tthe origin of 
this Navy Pension Fund, thatI do not deem it 
necessary particularly to advertto it. There is 
one point, however, upon which geatlemen -eem 
to be laboring under a strange delusion. They 
seem to imagine that this fund was originally the 
property of those who made the captures, from the 
avails of which it was formed, and that the Go- 
vernmentis now bound to reimburse its entire 
amount. ‘This is a great mistake, and must pro- 
ceed from an entire misecnception of ils origin. 
The amount appropriated to this fand consisted in 
no part of the money belonging to the captors, but 
was the share belonging by law to the Govern- 
ment, and entirely separate and distinct from that 
portion awarded to the officers and crew who 
madethe captures. It was a mere grafbity at 
first, and if ithas been improperly or impro- 
vidently applied and administered, it has not 
been directed to any other branch of the pub- 
lie service. I hope neither to see this fund rein- 
stated, or any other similar one accumulated. If 
pensions or rewatds are properly due to officers of 
the navy, let them be paid direcily out of the pab- 


Al die Treasury, and this wiil afford the surest correc: 


tive of extravagance and abuse. Under ‘the view 
of this'case which some gentleman take; there is 
an ther class of claimants which, in my judgment, 

present much stronger claims upon the liberality: of” 
the Government, than those we are now consider- 

ing; and I was gratified to hear the gentleman’ from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Savronsratt] bring them to 

the notice of the House. The widows and fami- 

lies of those whose personal enterprise and bravery 

in the private armed vessels of the United States 

poured millions into your Treasury, are now en- 

tirely unprovided for, the small fund of two per 

cent upon the amount of prize-money being. long 

since exhausted. Tnere are some thirty of those 

widows, whose husbands fell in battle on board 

there vessels, most of whom are in destitute cir- 

cumstances, and who have been, for several sses« 

sions, entreating you to continue the small pittance 

heretofore granted to them, a few years longer.” 
While ycu have turned a deaf ear to these merito- 

rious petitioners, and while you have doled out 

your eharity with the most parsimonious reluctance 
to the officers and soldiers of the Revolution,:you, 
have not hesitated to bestow extravagant gratuities 

upon those who have been continually receiving 

the most Jiberal allowanees. 

Sir, I repeat, that I am gratified that this subject 
has at length attracted the attention. of . the 
Hou.e; and that whether the vote .of yesterday: 
be reconsidered or not, the whole subject’. of ° 
navy pensions will be considered and: revised 
by the House at an early period of the session. | 

Mr. NAYLOR said that, ever since the com- 
menecment of this debate, he had been endeavor- 
ing to get the floor for aa opportunity of addressing 
the House. When the bill was first introduced, 
he thought he had something to say upon it, but 
all his intended observations had since ‘been. so 
much better given by other gentlemen, that he 
should not now trouble the House with what he 
should otherwise have submitted. Yet, inasmuch 
as he had been a member of the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, he thought it due to himself to explain 
his position in relation to the subject, and thus 
place himself right before both his friends and ene- 
mies. Hehoped the vote of yesterday would: be 
reconsidered. How did the matter at present 
stand? The first section of the bill, which had 
been passed, provided for the payment of pensions 
aceruing wader the law ef 1837, as well as under 
other pension Jaws. It provided over $150,000 
for this purpose. But wat next? After the 
House had wisely enacied this appropriation for 
the express purpose of carrying the provisions of 
the act of 3837 into effect, then it. had im- 
mediately taken another step aad declared “that 
the very jaw it had provided to falfil was a bad 
law in tote, and should be at once repealed! In 
this there was not only a gross inconsis‘ency, but 
there was something else, which the whole history 
of the passage of the act of 1837 would exhibit. 
What was its history? 

The subject of navy peasions had cecupied Con- 
gress almost tha whole of the last session. A bill 
had been passed in the Senate and sent to the House, 
where it had been referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. That commuitee acted on the bill. 
The gentieman from: Maine [Mr. Anpgrson] in 
the eloquent and very sensible speech which he 
had just made, had told the House what the com- 
mittee had done. They had reported a -bill and 
what was its effect? To annihilate the daw’ of 
18377 Notatail; but to continue many ofits pro- 
visions in fuli foree. It went to eontinue the bill 
which had yesterday been repealed.’ “But-was that 

hasty repeal as act of wise and pradent legislation? 
If a man had an inflamed arm, would he, to get 
rid of the inflammation, cut his arm off? “So if 
there existed in the Sta‘e. a defective statute, in 
part sound and wholesome, and in part injurious, 
to get rid of the injurious feature, must a wise Le- 
gislature destroy that which was good and wise, 
and which the justice and the glory of the country 
demanded? The bill which the gentleman from 
Maine had presented as the result of the delibera- 
tions of the Nava! Committee, went to continue so 
much of the act-of 1837 as was sound and whole- 
some, while it cut off oniy that portion of it-which 
was unsound and was injuring the body politic.” 
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And such was the general bistory of the course 
of legislation. No act was perfect at its first en- 
actment: such laws as were perfect, or at all near 
to perfection, had become so by the progressive 
wisdom and emendation of centuries. ‘The law of 
1837 might be very imperfect, but it never would 
be improved by knocking*it on the head. 


PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION BILL. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATE—Concladed. 


<o Wepvespay, January 6, 1841. 4% 

‘The. bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pud- 
lie lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
andraise a log cabin thereon, being the special 
erder of the day, was taken up, the question beint on 
sheamendment offered by Mr. Prentiss, of Ver- 
mont, as a substitute for the whole bill, as fol- 
lows: 

_ “Strike out allafter the enacting clause, and 
insert the following: That every actual settler on 
any of the public lands to which the Indian title 
has been extinguished, except such as are herein- 
after reserved, being the head of a family, or over 
twenty-one years of age, who was in possession 
and a house-keeper, by personal residence thereon, 
at the time of passing this act, and for four months 
“next preceding, shall be entitled to a pre-emption in 
the purchase of the land so settled upon, not excee?- 
ing one quarter section, of the minimum price now 
established by Jaw.” 

Mr. CLAY of Ky. and Mr. WRIGUT kaving 
submitted their views of the subject, as published 
on Tuesday— 

Mr. LINN rose to notice so much of the re. 
marks of the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr, Cray] as referred to what Mr. L. had said 
ona former day, in regard to the application of 
force to carry into effect the prohibitions of a pre- 
emption law. Mr. L. had then expressed the 
opinion that it was physically impossible to remove 
by force those who are usually termed “squa‘ter’” 
from the public domain. He kad offen expressed 
that opinion here and elsewhere. It was a settled 
conclusion of his mind; and ke now put it to the 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Chay] 
whether, were he in the execative chair, he would 
wield the military foree of this Government in an 
endeavor. to dispossess them? He should like tò 
see the man that would avow it, The orders might 
be issued, but the officers of the army never would 
nor could carry them ont. They would, in the first 
place, be incompetent io do it. Oa this subject it 
might be sufficient to advert to what had been said, 
and said so well, the other day by bis friend the 
Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier ] Sach orders 
had once been given, aud the officers attemped 
to remove the seulers in that quarter of the Union, 
and did remove ihen from Lovely’s purchase, 
which had been wrenched fiom the ‘Territo- 
ry of Arkansas by a treaty with some Iribe 
of Indians from an old State, but no sooner had 
the officers turned their backs than the squatters 
again returned upon the lands which ibey claimed. 
Their houses had been burnt; they rebuilt them. 
They were driven off a second time; and a second 
time they came back; and thus they fought it ont, 
until at last the Government gave up the contest, 
and gave each of them 320 acres of land: while 
such of them as had obeyed and gone off the land, 
got, in the end, but 160 acres by a bill which passed 
the Senate a few days since. Now if the power 
of the Government ceuld not enforce its prohibi- 
tion laws in the single State of Arkansas, then a 
feeble and dependant Territory, how was it like'y 
to do it along the whole frenuer from Lake Supe- 
rior to the Sabine river? Before such an operation 
was attempted, you must augment ycur army; for, 
sir, the whole military force of the country, as it 
now stands, would be too weak to accomplish it. 
The idea, to those acquainted with the real state of 
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the case, had in it something ludicrous. It would 
be an amusing spectacle, to be sure, to sce ovr gal- 
Jant and chivalric officers of the United States army 
engaged in driving off women and children, while 
their husbands and fathers were in the thickets be- 
bind, ready to fire upon them with their rifles! 
They would every one be shot down the moment 
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they attempted such a thing; showing, conclusive- 
ly that there is but one step from the sublime to the 
ridiculous. ‘Phe truth was, the law prohibiting such 
settement was practically a dead letter, and so it 
must forever remain. At first, there had been no 
law to restrain our people from settling where they 
would, on unoccupied publie Jand. The first law 
on the subject was passed in 1897, and was made 
against those who claimed lands under the French 
and Spanish grants; and the object was to prevent 
those who bad only inchoate title undersuch grants 
from going on the lands they claimed either to cul- 
tivate or survey, and a mest unjust law. it was. 
Mr. L. would speak with respect of the legislation 
of Congress, but such was his opinion of that law, 
as can be demonstrated in a moment. 

And he now repeated his position, that it was ut 
terly useless to pass Jaws to restrain the American 
people from going forward to settle on the public 
lands. Congress might pass such edicts as often as 
they pleased, but they never could carry out one 
ef them. As to the grant of preemption, there 
were entire districts settled wholiy under such 
grants, which it was an important policy to bring 
into market. They would bring millions of dollars 
into the Treasury for the benefit of General Har- 
rison’s Administration, and, but for our pre-emp- 
tion Jaws, these districts would have been settled 
very geadually. 

The Senator seemed earnestly to deprecate a 
change in our Jandsystem Why, the land syst2m 
of the United States had been a system of change 
from the beginning. Up fo 1820, it was a credit 
system—ihen it was changed to a cash system, 
which was ia its effects a pre-emption system, be- 
cause the payment of a few dollars enablet the 
poor man to take posession of a choice piece of 
land, and, by his labor and exertions, to pay the 
reraainder ef the money, by instalments, in five 
years. This was casdy done by the real cultivators 
of the soil, and it certainly was not for their bene- 
fit that any change was made in the system, but 
almost exclusively for those who bougkt on spe- 
culation. Ia 1839, a new pre-emption law was 


passed, which changed the system again ia many * 


particulars. Mr. L. said he shouid be sorry to see 
thal part of the system which regulated the survey 
of the lands altered in any respect. But as to the 
general principle of pre-emption itself, it was only 
carrying out the original plan of the old thirteen 
States of the Revolw ion—which plaa enabled them 
essentially to batue succesfully with the mightiest 
powerin the wold. This was tha orignal princi- 
ple in regard to our new lands. Virginia had 
her pre-emption laws, and most ef the lands 
ja Kentucky had been solid at but 122 cents an 
acre. By the oldlaws ot Pennsylvania, and, he 
believed, of most of the other Atlantic States, a 
mere nominal sctfl:iment was all that was required. 
The public lands were net then expected to yield 
any amount of money; that was not the object; the 
object was to get them seit'el. Wer would they 
ever yield the Government a dollar but for that 
line of settlers who weut into the wild woods and 
preceded what was falsely called ‘good society.” 
When the second line came forward, they were 
very glad to find the wilderness opened for their 
progress, and some decent leg cabins ready built 
to their hands. The same system, in substance, 
though its form might be slightly modified, must 
Mr. L. defied gentlemen to 
change it. Much as the American people re- 
spected the law, they never weuld consent, for one 
minute, to see their hardy, enterprising fellow-citi- 
zens turned off by a file of soldiers from the land 
that had received ali its value from their toil. 


Ee hoped gentlemen from the East and from the 
Scuth would not forget the circumstances under 
which their own forefuihers had commenced the set- 
tlement of those portions of the Union. He hoped 
they wod not forget, either, the incubus which 
the legislation of Congress had imposed on the set- 
ers of the West by congregating on their frontier 


a vast body of resentful savage warriors, whose- 


presence, power, and angry passions were as a 
smouldering voleano to all white:settlers in their 
vicinity. Those settlers were fully sensible of their 
danger}. and.they wished to fortify and strengthen 
themesives againat it by every mans in their powa 
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er. Toey wanted to see coming in amorg their fo- 
rests new emigrants from all parts of the world. 
It was a matter or comparative indifference to them 
whether these who constituted this valuable acces- 
sion to their security were naturalized American 
citizens or not. ‘The moment the foreigner settled 
by their side, he became a sharer in the commen 
danger; and the consciousness of this, together 
with his hardy and adventurous habits, made him 
at once an efficient soldier. Many years since, the 
Genera! Government adopted a system, a weak 
and unwise sys'em, in Mr. Linn’s apprehension, 
in regard to a certain portion of the public domain 
which contained Jead ore. “In the year 1822 or 
1823, the Government invited, by proclamation, all 
who chose to come there and dig for the mineral, 
that their labor, through a tax upon the lead, might 
constitute a source of revenue to the Government. 
Multitudes of hardy miners from the old world and 
from the new availed themselves of the opportuni- 
ty, and were settled on on the lead lands at the time 
that Black Hawk and his party crossed the Missis- 
sippi with his band of savage followers, and placed 
himself between Galena and the adjacent new set- 
tlements in Hiinois and Wiskensan; and, but for 
the presence and the hardy bravery of these mi- 
ners, the entire frontier would perhaps have been 
laid waste by the tomahawk before the regular ar- 
my could have been concentrated for their protec- 
tim. Yet thesed efenders of ourinfant setilements, 
of the helpless families of the inhabitants of the 
frontier, were “squatters,” were the “intruders and 
trespassers” of whom some gentlemen spoke in such 
injurious language. Their preseace was the means 
of saving millions of money and thousands of 
lives, It became men situated as were the people 
on our Western border to look to all sources for 
an augmentation of theirstrength. Should the In- 
dian tribes who had been collected on the. frontier 
once combine in an attack upon the country of the 
whites, the whole military force of the United 
States could cffer buta feeble resistance to their 
incursions, but would be driven before them like 
chaff before the wind. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky on the left (Mr. CarrrenpEn] had spcken of 
these Indians as a set of poor, naked, half-armed 
savages, and had iasinualed that there was not the 
slightest danger to be apprehended from any thing 
they could do. But wasit not the duty of that 
gentleman to have investigated somewhat further 
the actual state of the facts before he spoke thus 
slightingly of the dangers of an Indian invasion on 
deienceless women and children? Oa the frontier 
of Missouri and Arkansas, chiefly west of Arkan- 
sas, there was at this hour a body of 26,000 Indian 
warriors, prepared at any lime to take the field. 
They were now, it was true, receiving annuities 
under treaties with the United States; but Jet these 
annuities be paid off, and then the only chain 
which bound them to us, or rather which held tack 
their savage thirst of slaughter and revenge, would 
be gone.. What restrained them now? In part the 
receipt of their annuities, and in part the dread of 
the whites. But would this always be sufficient? 
All who knew the Indian nature knew that war 
was their element, their pride, their chief delight. 
Nothing availed to keep Indians quiet but a visible 
force. It was vain to tell them of a force they did 
not see; it must be before their eyer—visible and 
tangible. A people like this, with 26,000 warriors 
on the lines, and many thousands more within strik- 


. ing distance, were they to be restrained by the 1,500 


or 2,000 troops which the Government had on that 
frontier? The idea was prepo:terous. Besides, 
suppose our dispute with Great Britain, or some 
dispute wita another foreign power, should. issue 
in war—had they no access to those Indians? 
And when organized for war, would they not form’ 
the most efficient body of men of the kind ever 
brought into the field? They most assuredly would. 
Those-who doubted this knew little of the matter. 

What had been our paz: experience? All the 
language in which some indulged about Indians 
being cowards was an error, a great error.. Had 
our settlements found them cowards? The (ruth 
was that, man to man, these Indian warriors were 
equal to any troops upon earth, in bravery and de- 
termined resolution: in dexterity, in. facility of 
movement, in wily stratagem, in the power of mes 
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cessful ambuscade, they were superior, far superi- 
or. Exposed to neighbors like these, was it unrea- 
sonable.that the people of Missouri and Arkansas 
were anxious to invite among them all the setilers 
they could gei?—that they should be in favor of 
pre-emption laws?—especially when it was remem- 
bered that those laws did but carry out the great 
and pervading principle on which the entire conti- 
nent had been in the first instance settled? The 
French and Spanish Government asked no money 
from the settlers of their wild lands—all they de- 
manded was inhabitation and cultivation. They 
wanted men—farmers, cultivators of the soil. 
And then, to encourage a spirit of devotion -to the 
public good, they rewarded meritorious services 
by additional laud grants. Many of theircolonies 
had thus been planted. Even asa mere financial 
measure, the present bill would do much toward 
filling the coffers of the coming Administration. 
The new lands on the River Platte district alone, 
when brought into matket, would bring into the 
Treasury a million and a half of dollars. 

There was another point to which the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] had alluded, 
viz: the prospect of increased revenue from the 
lands, by a graduation of their price. Look at the 
so much vaunted land system, and see what had 
been its practical operation. The amount of land 
which a settler could take up was at first 160 acres: 
from this it had teen reduced to 80 acres. Did this 
lessen the land sales? No, it had greatly increased 
them. The principle had been pushed still further, 
and the quantity reduced to 40 acres. And did not 
a similar result follow? Were not the sales in- 
creased? And as this had been the effect of lessen- 
ing the quantity, why should it be doubted that a 
reduction of the price of inferior lands long re 
glected would have the like consequence? The 
Senator seems to think it very unreasonable, ridi 
culous, to hoid such an opinion—it. was his opi- 
nion. He believed that the result, if ever the ex- 
periment.is made, will prove it. Ee considered the 
opposite opinion supremely ridiculous, General 

ariivon was held upin Missouri and elsewhere in 
the West and Southwest as a pre-emption man. 
Votes were claimed for him expressly on that 
ground. He was spoken of by his friends as “a 
log cabin man,” and we were told that he would 
extend his favor to the inhabitants of log cabins all 
over the United States. If left to himself—if per- 
mitted to act from the promptings of his own judg- 
ment, and according to his personal knowledge of 
Western life, it is probable he may; but it seemed 
to him, from what he could gather of his sayings 
and doings, (and they seem something like the inar- 
ticulate whisperings of the ancient prophetic 
shrines,) that it is very hard to conjecture what his 
course inthis or any other respect will be. But 
it had been charged upon Mr. Van Buren that his 
opinions in relation to the public lands hal under- 
gone a change, from the influence of certain indi- 

* viduals that had access to his private ear. What 
had the settlers to expect from Gen. Harrison, after 
the bold avowals that had been made thatday bya 
person that might be considered a power behind the 
throne greater than the throne itself? We shall 
soon see. 

He knew they were under great disadvantages at 
the present time for bringing forward this measure, 

. or any other ofa liberal nature, in regard to the 
public lands. ‘Missouri, Louisiana, Wiskonsan, 
Arkansas, and a few other States and Territories, 
are left to fight this great battle alone, as the new 
States are rapidly becoming old States, in relation 
to the public domain. It is the interest of the old 
States, as they seem to th'nk, to advance the price 
of the. public lands. Pre-emption may suit a 
temporary purposes, by filling the exhausted cof- 
fers of the Governmen!; bat their abiding, perma- 
nent interest, is to hold up these lands, and get a 
high price for them, to go to the immediate filling the 
State treasuries. 

But looking t> this question in an enlarged national 
point of view, it seemed to him thatevery reasonable 
encouragement should be given to the extension of 
our settlements, to aidin the development of our 
resources. Under the invitation of the Govern- 
ment adverted to, the extensive and fertile regions 
in upper Ilinois, Wiskonsan, and lowa, were ra» 
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ridly peopled. The flourishing and popolous towns 
of Ga'ena, Dubuque, and many others, sprung 
into existence like magic, and in afew years the 
wilderness was made to- blossom like a garden. 
Look for one moment at . the results. This people 
dug from the bowels of the earth hidden riches, and 
from that time have increased the preduction of 
Jead until it amounts to fifteen or twenty millions 
of pounds annually; being enough, perhaps, to 
render us independent of foreign powers for this 
important article so necessary to our defence in 
time of war. And, sir, Massachusetts and other 
manufacturing States upon the Atlantic border, 
where labor is cheap, are as much or more inte- 
rested in thus producing national wealth as we are, 
as they furnish manufactured articles in return for 
raw material. His own constituents (he said) 
had also contributed ia this way to the sum of na- 
tional wealth by the annual production of several 
million pounds of lead, much of which has been 
made from the public lands or private property 
acquired under different pre-emptioa Jaws. ‘They 
were now turning their attention, with energy, to 
the cultivation of hemp; and such was the value of 
the article for its fineness, silkiness, and strength, 
that it commanded in the Boston market $20 per 
ton more than Kentucky, and was now beginning 
to be imported into the State of Kentucky for the 
purpose of being wrought into cotton bagging. He 
understood from undoubted authority that is is 
stronger than the best Russian hemp. This hemp 
was raised upon lands ihe title to most of which 
was acquired under the operation of the pre-emp- 
tion laws, or by squatters, who are now awaiting 
the passage of one. This was important for 
the support of na important arm of national de- 
fence, v.z: the navy How was it that Daniel Boon” 
commenced the settlement of Kentucky? There 
were then no such laws as our pre-emption laws, 
taking from the setiler §1 25 per acre for his 
lands; no law to restrain him from the wilderness. 
He roamed and squatted where he pleased, and no 
one knew better than his friend [Mr. CRITTENDEN] 
what had been the results. Driven from Kentucky 


` by injustice, and impelled by his love of danger, 


he sought a lonely spot in Missouri, on the extreme 
fron‘ier of civilization, and squatted on tbe public í 
ands, and contributed to its defence. It seemed 
as if his fearless spirit still hovered over what was 
once his favorite hannt, and pointed his descend- 
ants to the shores of the Western Ocean;, and these 
descendants are now requesting Mr. Linn to use 
his influence to get them appointments in any expe- 
dition fitted cut for the Oregon Territory. It was 
to be regretted that this old man, this bardy and 
adventurous pioneer, could not have lived a few 
years longer to see this broad Union stretching it- 
self from one great ocean to the other. 

Boon was a living type, an impersonation as it 
were, of the spirit which had settled this continent, 


Mr. L. rejoiced to see the same spirit in full force: 


and action to this hour. God forbid he should ever 
see it stopped; but tbat could not be done. The 
whole force of the Goveroment could not stop it, 
be defied them to do it. Looking at the whole 
course of the American Government and nation in 
relation to the public domain and commerce, it 
seemed to him to be governed chiefly by an eye to 
dollars and cents. He saw how his countrymen 
suffered themselves to be kicked about and imposed 
upon; how they permitted their property to be de- 
stroyed upon the ocean and upon the land, and 
their citizens murdered within the very sight ot our 
own shores. He saw their patience, their meek- 
ness, their forbearance; but what was at the bot- 
tom of it at all? The dollars and cents. Whata 
contrast did this exhibit to that prominent and ad- 
mirable feature of the British system of pelicy, 
which was to protect the man, the British subject, 
wherever he might be! Without this, she never 
could have stood so long the enormities. of her sys- 
tem. He thought that, as American citizens, we 
oughtto feel proud while witnessing the march of 
the Anglo-Saxon race in its onward progress for 
the benefit of the human species. He would re- 
joice to see it surmount the rugged tops of the 
Rocky mountains, and, pouring over into the fer- 
tile valleys beyond, furm, by its presence and its 
bravery, an impenetrable barrier against Great 
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Britain on the Norih. Let the free race of Ameri- 
can pioneers go cnward West, carrying their love 
of liberty and all their free and beneficent institu- 
tions with them; and he wouid be the man to en- 
eourage their progress by every means within the 
compass of bis abilicy, even to the utmost verge of 
the continent. When the bill in regard to ‘the 
Oregon Territory should come up, Mr. L. hoped 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] 
might take the same view of! the subject which he 
did, and that he should then enjoy all the benefit of 
his powerfulaid. It was the State from which that 
Senator came, and his own native State, that first 
settled iis lands under the system cf free occupation 
of the public lands. ‘hey came first into the 
great wilderness; their fathers had had the brant 
io bear; and Mr. L. hoped one day to see a 
noble monument erected, if not to these bold 
and enterprising men, at least to the noble-souled 
WOMEN who had followed their husbands into the 
wilderness, and shared their toils and dangers. 
Cheated they had been, and wronged in every prac» 
ticable way, by the petty county court lawyers and 
other reptiles who were ever found haunting the 
precincts of a coart; and now, to this. hour, they 
were pursued by the same class of wretches—heart- 
less speculators—who were every where prowling 
along our frontier, but who were not permitted by 
public opinion to wrong them. These advancing 
pioneers were made of stuff which presented a tre~ 
mendous battery for the protection of the secondary 
class which followed in their foctsteps. They hew- 
ed down the timber; they subdued and extermi- 
nated the beasts of prey; they discovered and de- 
veloped the natural resources of the country; they 
compelled the roving Indian to recede and seek 
more distant hunting-grounds; thay added to the 
national wealth: and would gentlemen forego ad- 
vantages like these for the sake of making some 
five or six cents more anacre for the public lands? 
Why shonld not a pre-emption bill be prospective 
as well as retrospective? If sech a law was fit 
and right to cure a wound afier ii ha? been. made, 
why not adopt a measure which should cause there 
to be no wound? Tilegal combisations of citizens 
for mutual support against pre-emption restrictions 
which they deemed oppressive there, would always 
be on the frontier. An army of 30,000 would be 
vain to suppress them. Why not supersede the 
cause and the temptation? ' 

As to a distribution of the proceeds of the public 
domain among the States, be would give it here as 
his opinicn that, should such a measare ever pree 
vail, the inevitabie wouid be that the lands would 
be heid up from sale fium year to year, until (as 
he had heard suggested by an honorable Senator 
once on that floor) their vaine reached $30 an acre. 
He greatly regretted that, by unwis and mistaken 
legislation, men should be sirougly, irresistibly 
tempted, nay, compelled, to evade the law, and, 
still more, the attempt to enforce sach law by the 
armed troops of the United States. Should a con- 
testof that miserable charzeter ever take place, no 
man who knew the people of the West could doubt 
for a moment how it masi terminate. 

The bill having been ordered to be printed, to- 
gether with all the amendments hitherto adopted, 

Tne Senate adjourned, 


Taurspay, January 7, 1841. j 

The order of tbe day being the bill to establish a 
permanent prospective pre-ciapiion system in favor. 
of settlers on the public lands who shall inhabit. 
and cultivate the same, and raise a log eabin 
thereon; and the question being on the following 
amendment offered by Mr. Prentiss of Vermont, 
as a substitute for the whole bill: f 

“Strike out ali after the enacting clause, and in- 
sert the following: ‘That every actual setiler on any 
of the public lands to which the Indian title has 
been extinguished, except such as are hereinafter re- 
served, being the head of a family, or over twenty- 
one years of age, who was in possession. and a 
housekeeper, by personal residence thereon, at the 
time of the passing of this act and for four months 
next preceding, shall be entitled to a pre-emption in 
the purchase of the land so settled upon, net ex 
ceeding one quarter-section, at the minimum price 
now established by law.” eae 
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Mr. HUNTINGTON addressed the Senate, in 
substance, as follows: $ 
-Itis no part of my present purpose to discuss, at 


` much length, the general subject of the pre-emp- 
law: There are two’ 


tioh laws of the United States. 
reasons: which deter me from such a discussion. 
One is, that the indications are quite apparent that 
asmajority of the Senate will sustain the policy of 
these:laws in some form; and the other is, that the 


: subject has been so often and so recently the topic 


of debate here, that it cannot be expected that 
much, if any thing, which is new or important, ap- 
pertaining to -it, can be suggested. I wish, how- 
ever; to Gall the attention of the Senate—of the 
friends‘as wellas of the opponents of pre-emption 
laws—to the peculiar, and, I think, extraordinary 
provisions contained in the bill before us; provi- 
sions which, when understood, | cannot believe 
willbe adopted by this body. 


That this bill, in its present shape, is an exten- 


sion of. the pre-emption system; that it introduces 
new principles, gives greater faci ities, and holds 
out new encouragements to ‘settlers on the public 
lands, is not denied. Indeed, the latier object is 
apparent on the face of the bill, and avowed in de- 
bate. That it will, in effect, produce ah entire re- 
volution in our whole system relating to the public 
lands; that it is unjust to the States collectively, 
and impolitic, inexpedient, and fraught with serious 
mischief, I have no doubt; and I propose to exa- 
mine. the several sections of the bill with the view 
of sustaining the opinion just expressed. 

The bill is prospective in its operation. It does 
not look merely to the advantage and security of 
the'settler, who has already gone on the public lands, 


` in ‘good faith, and made: his improvements, and 


who is still there, with the iatention of becoming a 
parmanent resident, and a citizen of. the State 
where he:has settled. In this respect it differs from 
former pre-emption laws. ‘They were intended to 
give the industrious and. enterprising setiler the 
fruit of his labor and industry, alrerdy besiowed 
upon the public lands, by allowing him the privi- 
lege of pre-emption. The act of 1838 confined its 
benefits to the actual settler of these lands, who 
was in possessi:n, by personal residence on the 
land, at the time of the passage of this act, and for 
four months next preceding. Security, in the form 
of pre-emption, ror settlements and improvemen!s 
already made, was the design of that and the pre- 
vious acis. “This bill prevides for a new class of 
settlers. Itholds out encouragements to enter upon 
the pabli¢ lands without right or tile. It dedlares 
that the persons described in it“who shall make a 
settlement,” &c. shall be entitled toa priority in 
the purchase. [t invites to unlawful entries upon 
the:public domain. K offers inducements to com. 
mit trespasses upon the propeity of the nation. It 
says'to the settler, in advance, that he shali be se- 
cited: in the pre-emption right to lands to which he 
has ‘not the shadow cf a legal or equitable claim, if 
he‘will enter upon them. Ji is a proclamation by 
the Congress of the United States, proposing not 
merely protection to those’ who are already settlers, 
but containing an invitation to the people of all 
nations to become intruders upon the public lands, 
and offering to secure them in the enjoyment of 
the fruits of their trespass. Why should there be 
such a departure from the principle adopted in for- 
mer pre-emption laws? Why should the legisla- 
tion of Congress be invoked to encourage violations 
of its laws, unlawful entries upon, and continued 
possession of its property? Why should a general 
request be made to settle down upon the best of the 
lands of the United States. Has a law holding 
Sutsuch inducements the sanction of any just or 


“equitable principl.? Or can it be defended on the 


Bround of general expediency or publie policy? 
“Büt to whom 1s this invitation given? Who are 
to be the objects of the bounty of the Government? 
‘Who may claim the benefit of this pre-emption 
law? The answer to these questions may be given 
3 g tohe personal qualifications required 
ler, and the acts which it is necessary for 
orm. By the law of 1838, ke must be 
a family, or over twenty-one years of 
d a housekeeper. He must be an actual 
settler, in possession by personal residence. By the 
Proposed act, the settler must be a white person, 


the head of a family, or a widow, ora single man 
over the age of eighteen years; he must make a 
settlement, inhabit and improve the land, and raise 
a log cabin or other dwelling thereon. To all such, 
from every quarter of the globe, whether aliens or 
citizens,.and without reference to character; whe- 


ther they owe allegiance to this or some other, 


country; whether favorably disposed or hrstile to 
our free institutions; whether gocd or bad inhabi- 
tants; to all, indiscriminately, is the invitation 
given to become freehclders and owners of real 
estate in this country. Is it desiratle that such an 
unlimited offer should be made? Is it good policy 
to encourage’ every description of persons to be- 
come proprietors of our soil, and to remain such 
(when aliens) as long as they please to continue 
the subjects of a foreign power? Does this com- 
port with that policy which seeks to perpetuate our 
free institutions? or with that wisdom which would 
encourage only the honest, the virtuous, the indus- 
trious, to become owners of lands in the nation? 
But this bill is not confined, as was the act of 1838, 
to heads of families and adults. It allows widows, 
and single men over the age of eighteen years, to 
participate in its benefits. It invites the youth of 
eighteen, who is under parental care ani authority, 
whose duties to his parents have notceased, and who 
is legally incompetent to make valid contracts, (ex- 
cept in a few cases,) to become a settler on the 
public lands; to leave the service and protection of 
his father, and select for himself a portion of the 
public property, and obtain a pre-emption right in 
it. Can sucha separation of parent and child be 
deemed expedient? Ought encouragement to be 
given to such a elass of settlers? 

Sach are the personal qualifications of the set- 
tler required by this act. 1 will now eall the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the acts to be done by him to 
secure to him its privileges. It is only necessary 
that he should “make a settlement,” “inhabit and 
improve” the land, “and raise a log cabin or o'her 
dwelling thereon.” This Jamguage is very indefi- 
nite. No clear, precise meaning is given to the 
words settlement, inhabitancy, improvement, log 
cabin, or other dwelling. It is certainly open to 
the construction, even ifit will admit of any other, 
that the slightest improvement, the frailest tene- 
ment, the shortest occupancy, will suffice. The 
bill does not provide whit shall be the nature or 
the extent of the improvement, what the dwelling, 
or how long it shall be inhabited, to confer the pri- 
vileges secured by it, The occupant may improve 
a foot of the land~may cut down a single tree— 
clear away a few bushes—build a rod of fence— 
erect the slightest possible dwelling, not larger than 
is sufficient to contain his person—remain on the 
Jand for a short time only—entering upon it with 
tbe rising sun, and departing from it when it sets, 
and then claim the benefit of pre-emption. He is 
not, by the words of the act, required to make a 
bona fide settlement and improvement. Wholly 
different was the law of 1838 in this respect. That 
provided that the settler should evince the honesty 
of his purpose, the sincerity of his act of settlement, 
the bona fides of his intention, by bis being either 
the head ofa family, or over twenty-one years of 
age, and also a housekeeper, by persona!ly re siding 
on the land at the time, and at least four months 
next preceding the passage of the act. This fuar- 
nished some security that his design was not specu- 
lation in the public lands for bis own benefit, or for 
o hers; not a fraud upon the equity of the pre-emp- 
tion law; not a mere nominal improvement of the 
land and a temporary setilement upon it. Under 
that law, he could not come and go in a night; 
erect a building which would perish in less than a 
week; make a mere show of residence and im- 
provement, and then claim the pre-emption. He 
was to have a family, or be over twenty one 
years of age; a housekeeper; an actual settler, 
and this for at least four months, and down 
to the passage of the act. If this is somewhat 
indefinite, it is much less so than the proposed act. 
It provided some test of honesty and sincerity, 
and, perhaps, practically furnished, in, most cases, 
adequate security that the settlement was made in 
good faith. It° excluded minors: it neither broke 
up, nor held out inducements to céstroy, the rela- 
tion of parent‘and ehild, and its legal consequences, 


It was the housekeeper only for whom provision 
was made, and such a person, it would be expected, 
would have a comfortable dwelling, and the time of 
his residence was required to be four months at least, 
that it might appear that he was not a mere so. 
journer, but that his residence was intended to be 
permanent. The bill under consideration contains 
no such salutary provisions. It opens a wide door 
to fraudulent settlements, and to the perversion of 
that equity on which, it is alleged, all preemption 
laws rest, and by reason of which supposed equity 
sach laws have found advocates and friends. What 
necessity exists for this unusually loose legislation? 
Why should encouragement be given to fraudulent 
settlers? What reason can be urged sufficient to 
justify alaw which, in its operation, will benefit 
mainly the speculator and rich man? Why should 
those who wish to force, more rapidly than hereto- 
fore, the settlement of the new States, and to in- 
crease, in a still greater ratio, their numbers, coun- 
Tnance a project which, so far from securing to 
them an industrious and permanent population, 
holds out. inducements mainly to such as have no 
intention to become citizens an1 residents, but: to 
use the law for the purposes of speculation; and to 
add to their already overgrown wealth? 

The Senate will thus perceive who are the special 
objects of the bounty of the Government, and what 
acts are required of them to entitle them to receive 
it. It will be seen that the class is exceedingly nu- 
merous, and little else than what is tantamount to a 
demand of the boon is required as a preliminary to 
its receipt. But of wht Jand is the settler entitled 
to the pre-emption? To what portions of the pub- 
lie land is he confined? It would seem reasonable 
that his right should extend, in ordinary cases, only 
to that quarter section on which he has settled; 
for his equity arises out of the fact that he has 
settled upon and improved the land, and there erect- 
ed his dwelling. The law of pre-emption is found- 
ed on the assumed principle that it would be 
unjust to take from an honest and meritorious 

sttler the fruits of his industry. To protect him, 
therefore, in the enjoyment of the product of his 
labor is the design. of the law, which gives him 
priority in the purebase.. He should, of course, 
unless strong reasons exist for an exception in par- 
ticular cases, be restricted in the right to the pro- 
perty on which that labor has been bestowed. And 
such was the law of 1838. But in the provisions 
of this bili no such restriction is found. The set. 
tler is entitled “to a pre-emption in the purchase of 
aquantity of the public land not exceeding one 
quarter section, in legal subdivisions,” &c. He 
need not confine himself to any portion of that on 
which he has made a seitlement, provided he can 
find any public land, in any State or Territory, 
which is open to pre-emption. He may traverse 
the whole Western country, select the best quar- 
ter section he can find, which is not pre-occupied 
or reserved, and is the subject of pre-emption, and, 
uader color and by virtue of his settlement on` 
other land, claim the pre-emption right. Nor is 
he expressly limited in his selection to public 
lands to which the Indian title has been extinguish- 
ed, or which have been surveyed. If no survey of 
it has ben made, and perhaps if the Indian title is 
still outstanding, he may settle upon it. The bill 
provides that the settler “who shall make a settle- 
ment on any of the public lands to which the In- 
dian title has been or shall be extinguished,whether 
the same be surveyed not,” shall be entitled, &e, 
The language is not, (as it should be,) to which 
the Indian title shall have been extingnished at the 
time of such settlement. This would confine him 
to such lands. And this was the law of 1838. It 
declared that no right of pre-emption should ac- 
crue to any person or persons in consequence <f 
any settlement or improvement made betore the 
extinguishment of the Indian title to the land on 
which such settlement or improvement was made. 
And the policy and justice of such a limitation is 
too obvious to require argument. It cannot-be 
thought expedient to confer on these settlers or in- 
truders the privilege of going upon your choicest 
lands, which are not subject to sale, and preoceu- 
pying the best quarter sections, and thus acquiring 
the right of pre emption, But this bill may be so 
construed as to give this privilege, provided the Ine 
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dian title shall be extinguished at aay time during 
thé continuance of tha preemption right. 

This bill confers other benefits than those which 
have'been mentioned. It gives the settier liberty 
to make his improvement: and settlement on dif- 
ferent quarter sections, and in such case allows 

- Kim 16 “make choice of the quarter he will take, 

' Or take parts of each in legal subdivisions,” if not 
prejudicial to the »ights of others. What a power 
is here given ! and what opportunity issfforded to 
gain priority in the purchase of the best of the 
public lands! The settler may, if he please, erect 
his dwelling on different quarter sections. He 
may select those which are particularly valuable 
in’quality, or which possess important water pri- 
vileges or other advantages. They may be conti- 
guous to each other in cifferent quarter sections. 
And when the period arrives that bis pre emption 
rightis to be perfected, he may select an entire 
quarter section, or parts of each, shut out all other 
during the time allowed him to make the purchases, 
and thus gain priority as to one entire quarter 
section, or to portions of twe, at his election. Can 
any goed reason be given for such a license as 
this? Why should he be allowed to tete on ad- 
joining quarter sections, and then avail himself of 
the peculiar privileges cf both, to the exclusion 
of other equally meritorious settlers? 

This bill also gives, in one event, the pre-emp- 
tion in more than one hundred and sixty acres. 
For although, in the first section, it provides that 
the setier shall be limited toa quantity not ex: 
ceeding “one quarter section, in legal subdivi- 
sions,” it declares, in the 4th section, that where 
this quantity cennot be had entire, the entries’ may 
be. made in tracts of eighty acres, or forty acres, or 
fractions; and when the fraction shall be more 
than the quantity. required to complete the pre- 
emption, the excess shall be paid for, and the pre- 
emption right shall extend to the whole fraction. 
It will be seen that there is no probibition to set- 
tling on a treet, where the quantity cannot be had 
entire; and ofcourse nothing to prevent, in sach 
cases, an entry in fractions; and, incase of excess, 
aright to more than a quarter section. It would 
be difficult to assign a satisfactory 1eason for con- 
ferring such a privilege. 

Another nnusual, unnecessary, and most extra- 
ordinary privilege is conferred by this bill on the 
settlers on tte public lands. By the law of 1838; 
it-was enacted ihat where more than one person 
bad settled upon any one quarter section, each 
should have an equal share in it, but shou'd have 
no claim to any other land by virtue of that act. 
The policy of this provision is quite obvious: Its 
Justice is equally apparent. By the present bill, if 
two or more persons shall have settled on the same 
quarter section, it shall be divided between them, 
and the deficiency made up to each out of the con- 
tiguous vacant ground, excluding, however, from 
the benefit of this provision, a wilfal intruder on 
the known elaim of another. It will be seen that 
the pre-emption right to what is equivalent to a 
whole quarter section attaches in favor of each set- 
tler, where there is more than one, on the same 
quarter section; and it is fo be remembered that 
there is no prohibition to an amicable settlement 
and improvement, by two or more, of the same. 
I now ask the attention of the Senate to the conse- 
quences which may follow from the adoption of 
this provision, especially when taken in connection 
with other provisions to which I have adverted. 
Any number of individuals may associate toim- 
prove the same quarter section.. The head of a 
family who has several sons over eighteen years of 
age may put them cn such a seetion, and obtain for 
bi.nself, through them, or they may obtain for 
themselves, each, one hundred and sixty acres. 
Combinations of persons, in any numbers, may be 
formed, for the véry purpose of acquiring the prior 
right of purchase of this quantity. Hundreds may 
associate from every natin upon earth, enter upon 
the saie quatter section, erect a building jast saf- 
ficient to held their persons, improve the smallest 
portion of the jand, and for the shortest time, and 
then cach has a lawful claim to what is equal to a 
quarter section. This would indeed give aa in- 
choate right to a very large quantity of the public 
lands, Ii would spread over immense tracis of 


the national domain the beneficial en of pre-emp- 
tion. It wouldlock it up from the enterprise of 
others. It would secure it, fora limited period, from 
the claims of all others, It might, ifeariied to its 
extreme limits, bind most of the valuable lands of the 
U. States, which are subject to the operation of the 
bill, with the strong cord of pre-emption, and which 
no law could break. And will the Senate adopt a 
measure producing sech results? Will they open 
the public Jands to adventurers of any and every 
character from every poriion of the world, and al- 
low them to nniiein making a fraudulent settle- 
ment, and obtain, as the fruits of it, a quarter see: 
tion for each? Do cur Western friends desire such 
privileges to be given, indiserimina‘ely, to those 
who choose to avail themselves of them? Will this 
give to the new States a healihy, sound, industrious, 
and permancnt population? Is this for the benefit 
of the pror man who seeks a home iu the Far 
West, builds his log cabin, improves the ground, 
and in good faith in‘ends to become a permanent 
settler? ` . 
This bill is open, however, to objections even of 
a more serious and important character than any 
which have been mentioned. It may be doubted 
whether the exemption {rom the operation of tie 
bill of lands “reserved and appropriated,” is sufi- 
cently explicit and comprehensive to reach portions 
of the public lands which ought not to.be subject to 
its provisions. I mean such reservations to Indians 
by treaty stipulations as have been since purchased 
of them by the United States, and which, E am in- 
formed, embrace some of the most valuable of our 
lands. Whether all these lands are reserved from 
sale by act of Congress, or by order of the Presi- 
dent, or have been appropriated for some purpese, I 
da not know. I invite the attention of Senators 
who are better acqiaiated with this part of the sub- 
ject than T am, to this provision in the bill, 
The bill does not in fact afford, nor does it even 
profess to afford, any security against settlements 


mide for the sole purpose of benefiting speculatcrs ` 


and rich men. While its passage is urged as be- 
ieg a reasonable and jast provision for bona fide 
setters—as encouraging the growth and prosperity 
of ihe new Sta’es, and thus beneficial to the whole 
Union—its provisions gre not eonfined to such 
persons, nor so drawn asto produce such results. 
If it should become a law, settlers on the public 
lands may avai! themselves of it witheut any in- 
tention of beeomivg permanent residents. Specu- 
lators and men of wealth may employ any number 
of persons to go upon these lands, who shall have 
the qualifications and perform the acts required by 
the bill, and obtain all the benefits of the pre-emp- 
tion system. Mere intruders and rich men, citi- 
zens of other Siates, may combine to give the late 
ter the privileges intended solely for the former, 
and the public lands thus become the prey of the 
speculator instead of being the home of the indus- 
trious settler. No questions are asked as to the in- 
tention and motives’ with which a settlement is 
made; no inquiry is to be instituted with reference 
to the question whether the settler goes upon the 
land for his own benefit or for the benefit 
of another. If he is embraced by the descrip- 
tion in the first section of the bill, the right 
of pre-emption attaches, although he declares 
that his residence is intended to be tempora- 
ry, and to enable ancther to enjoy the benefits 
of the act throùgh such a-setilement. Will the 
Senate addpt such a principle in any pre-emption 
Jaw? Willits incorpera‘ion into our land system 
increase the wealth, tbe population, the resources 
of any of the new States? Will it be jas: to honest 
setilers, or to the States collectively? The framers 
of the act of 1838 provided against the mischief to 
which I have-cailed the attention of the Senate. 
That act required of the person claiming the 
benefit of it, to make oath that he entered up- 
on the land which he claimed in his own right 
and exclusively for his own use and benefit; 
that he had not, directly or indirectly, made any 
agreement or contract in any way or manner with 
any person or persons by which the title he might 
acqur~ from ihe Government of the United States 
sheuld re to the vse or benefit of any one ex- 
cept himseif, or to convey or transfer the land or 


| title to any other person or persons at any subse- 


quent time; making false swearing in the premises ` 
perjury, and working a forfeiture of the nionéy 
paid for the land; and declaring all grants or ‘ 
veyanees made in pursdance of aby such gre 
ment or contract void, ex-ept in the hands of a 
purchaser in good faith, for a valuable contider 
tien, without notice, Such was the guaid thrown 
around tse Government and honest settlers, to’pro= 
tect both against fraudulent sétilements. No such 
protection, nor any other, is afforded by this bil 
If it should pass in its present form, settlemerits 
may be made, not for the use and benefit of thosé 
who make them, but for those who have no other 
iaterest in the land than to make gains by the sale . 
of jtatan advanced price, and who are to be eñ- 
couraged in such speculations by being invested by 
the Government of the United States. with : the 
privilege of pre-emption. Surely such log cabin 
settlers have no peculiar claims upon the bounty or 
to the favor of Congress. cee 
To these objections to the bill is to’ be. added 
another. Every question arising under ‘this act, 
both of law and of fact, touching the construction 
of this law, the proof of -settlement and im- 
provement, and all questions in relation to pfe- 
cmption claims, or between claimants tö the 
same quarter section, are to be settled, saume 
maily and definitely, by the register and receiver 
of the district, agreeably to the rules which may be 
prescribed by and under the direction of the Gom- 
missioner of the General Land Office. No judicial 
tribunal is to hear and determine these questions.: 
No court is to construe and declare the law, 
and no jury is to pass upon the facts. The register 
and receiver are to proceed summarily, and decide 
finally. Ought such a power as this to bè vested 
where this bill proposes to place. it? And ought 
not the rules which are to govern in the determiha- 
tiovof the many and various poin's which will 
necessarily arise under sucha Jaw, to be established 
by Congress? At least, would it not be prudent to 
make some general regulations, which would reach 
most of the cases which would require to be settled? 
Or, shculd not the power to make rales on. the sub- 
jvct Cif given toany Executive eflicer) be vested 
directly in the Secietary of the Treasury, to whose 
depsrtment the administration of the public lands 
belengs, and cn whom, rather than on any other 
individual, the responsibility of passing such regu- 
lations ought to rest? aoa 
This bill also provides for a permanent pre-emp- 
tion system. It is to continue until repealed or 
modified by farther legislation. Itis not, like the 
act of 1838 limited to two years, Itdoes not ex- 
pire by i's own limitation, but it requires the action 
of Congress to repeal it, if it should be ascertained 
by experience to be prodactive of mischief. Why 
should we abandon, in this respect, the path marked 
out by our predecessors? Especially, why should 
we mate such a bill as this, containing so many 
novel provisions, and which is a new and. untried 
experiment in our land system, permanent. as well 
as prospective? po need ts, 
_ I have thus, Mr. President, referred briefly to 
the provisions of the bill now under consideration, 
It is a bill creating a prospective pre-emption sys» 
tem; it encourages intrusions upon the public lands 
in advange, and holds ont inducements to persons 
to become settlers upon the public domain without 
right and against law; it gives the pre-emption 
r ght to minors as weil as adults, to aliens as well as 
citizens, to the subjects of a foreign prince, owing 
bim allegiance, es well as to our native or natura- 
lized citizens; it invites all such, without respect-of 
character or country, to become proprietors of our 
soil; it requires, perhsps, only the form and shape 
of a dwelling to be erected, an improvement of a 
small portion of the land, a residence of a few 
hours only, to entitle the settler to a priority of pur- 
chase; and of land other than the quarter section 
en which he has setiled; and possibly. of land to 
which the Indian tile may not have been exim- 
guished at the time of the settlement; it gives. bit 
the important privilege of selecting portions of ‘two 
quarter sections under certain circumstances, aad 
of more than one hundred and sixty acres ispeci“ 
fied cases; it confers the right of. pre-emption to 
one hundred and sixty acres. on each one of any 
number, however great, who may: kettle on . thg 
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zame quarter section; itis doubifal whether valua- | 


ble jands are exem pied from its operation, to which 
it ought not to apply; it affords no security against 
“fraudulent settlements, but gives to the individual 
‘who.settles, for the benefit and at the instigation of 
the speculator and. the rich man, the same privi- 


leges which are conferred on the bona fide se tler, - 


who enters’ solely for his own benefit, and exclu- 
“Sively in his own right; it refers every question of 
law. and fact, in the constructivn and execution of 
the Jaw, to the register and receiver, to be decided 
summarily and finally by them, under rules esta- 
blishéd by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office; and such.a bill as this isto be made a per- 
manent. law. : 
‘IF. it should become a law, unless I greatly mis- 
take, it will produce some or all of these results: 

It-will operate injuriously upon the interests of 
the honest bona fide settler, whom alone the friends 
of the bill seek to protect. 

‘It will greatly encourage and enrich speculators 
and rich men. 

` ‘Yt will give the selection of the best lands to 
those who-have no interest to become actual resi- 
dents. 
_ It will encourage fraudulent nominal settlers. 

Jt will eventually abolish the sales of lands at 
auction. 

It will convert the system. of cash sales into sales 
upon credit. 

It will greatly reduce the proceeds of the public 
lands, and thus unjustly deprive the Union of the 
full value of its property. 

For such a bill (even were I in favor of any 

pre-emption law) I cannot and shall not vote. And 
now, Mr. President, having adveried to the promi- 
nent features of the bill, and stated my objections 
to its provisions, I have only to add that I shall 
vote for the amendment of my friend from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Prasntiss,] because it reaches and ob- 
viates some of these objections; and when that 
amendment is disposed of, I shall offer other 
amendments, with the view of carrying out more 
fully the design and object: which tbose who are 
the friends of this bill propose to accomplish by 
its passage, viz. tbe encouragement ofuhonest. bona 
fide settlers. on the public lands, by giving them a 
pre-emption right in a quarter section of land on 
which they have settled, 

Mr. HUBBARD addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. Presivent: The immediate question now be- 
fore the Senate involves the ensire rejection of. this 
permanent prospective system, and the substitution 
ofthe ‘proposition submitted by the. Senator from 

‘Vermont... ` 


am; and. I trust ever shall be, in favor of the 
pré-emptive. principle. Is is. just, it is right in it- 
“self, and. deserves our unqualified support. It has 
long commanded the co-operation of pepular feel- 
‘ing and of public sentiment. Viewing this subject 
inthe light I do, I should be faithless to my trust, 
and regardless of my public duty, should I with- 
hold my support from this measure—founded, as I 
believe it to be, upon the great principle of immu- 
table justice-—calculated, as I believe it to be, to ad- 
vance the best interests of the Confederacy, and to 
secure the happiness, the confidence, and well being 
of ‘the settlers of our public domain. 
The immediate question, as I have before stated, 
. ‘befere the Senate, is the. proposi-ion submitted by 
the Senator from Vermont, ‘*To strike out the 
whole bill after the enacting clause, and to substi- 
tafe the following:” i 
hát every-actu: iic la į 
the Indian sitehas been era aaa eet es comin 
inefter reserved, being the head of a family, or over twenty-one 
“years of age, who was: in “possession and a housekeeper, by 
persenal residence thereon; at the time ‘of the passing of this 
act, and for four months next preceding, shall be entitled to a 
pre-emption in the purchase of. the land so settled upon, not 


exceeding one quarter suction, at the minimum price now esta- 
plished ‘by law.” x a 


I differ with the honorable Senator who has just 
resumed his seat, [Mr. Hontineron } I cannot go 
along with. him and. give to this amendment my 
support. : It fails 10 accomplish the object—it 
comes short of the purpose I have in viw. It asa 

‘` serts plainly and: in direct terms the pre-emp- 
tive. policyand so. far it meets my ap 
‘probation--and J rejoiée to find the- hono- 
rable Senators from Vermont and Connecticut 
soming.in aid of this policy. Heretofore, a retro. 
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spective pre-emption bill has experienced much op- 
position on this ficor. But the amendment submit- 
ted by my friend from Vermont is a surrender of 
the principle—a yielding up of all objection to the 
pre-emptive policy. The course pursued by the 
Senator from Vermont augurs well, and was an in- 
dication that a great change in the sentiment of the 
Senate had already taken place in relation to this 
subject. But, as | have remarked, it does not go 
far enough. The time has come when a more de- 
cided measure should be adopted by Congress. We 
have seen, and we must know, the effects which 


have already been produced by the course hitherto: 


pursued. In my judgment, we should now go fur- 
ther-——we should, by our positive legislation, en- 
courage the settlement of our public domain. We 
have hitherto protected the settlements which have 
taken place. We have heretofore said to the kona fide 
settler, you shall not be disturbed in the enjoyment of 
your rights; the land you have occupied—the habi- 
tation you have erected—the home you have made 
for yourself and family, shall be exclusively yours. 
We now prepose by this bill to invite, to encourage 
emigration, and to induce the improvement and 
settlement of our public lands. Heretofore we 
looked back, and by our legislation protected the 
honest settler. By this bill we say to the emi- 
grant, go forward, and you shall be sustained in 
your effortsto occupy, improve, and honestly to 
settle such a portion of the public land as you may 
select, not exceeding the quantity named in the bill. 
This constitutes all the difference between the bill 
as reported by the Committee on. Public Lands 
and the araendment proposed by the Senator from 
Vermont. They both contained and declared the 
pre-emptive principle. They both encouraged 
and sustained the pre-emptive policy. 

The slightest acquaintance with the history of 
our legislation, would lead to the conclusion, that 
the pre-emptive policy had deen, for a long pericd 
of time, the policy of our Government. For more 
than forty years we have recognised this principle. 


The right of preemption was secured to certain 


occupants of the public land as early as 1799—and 
to each head of a family who resided upon and 
eultivated a portion of the publie domain prior to 
26th March, 1804, in the then Territory of Michigan, 
the right of pre-emption to one hundred and sixty 
aeres was expressly provided by the legislation of 
Congress. By the act of 3d March, 1819, any 
person who had settled on and improved any of 
the lands in the Territory of Missouri reserved 
for schools, before the lands were actually sur- 
veyed, shall have a righ: of pre-emption there- 
fo. And so it was in the land districts in the 
other Territories of the United States. It will be 
perceived that a pre-emption right at least to one 
quarter section was secured to every cultivator and 
bona fide occupant of the public land, whether the 
same had been offered at public sale or not. By 
the act of the 29th of May, 1830—an act which 
was passed Within the first session of Congress un- 
der the late Administration—the pre-emptive poli- 
cy is clearly and distinctly declared. It is true 
that by the terms of that act its operation was ex- 
clusively of a retrospective character. It how- 
ever asserted that those who had with good faith 
taken up portions of the public Jand, and had so oc- 
c ipied and so improved them for a prescribed pe~ 
riod of time, as to induce the belief that they de- 
signed to make permanent settlements thereon, 
were protecied, and justly protected in their rights, 

This was the leading provision of the act of May, 
1830. True itis, that act expired by its own limi- 
tation in a single year. But there was no occasion 
for its longer duration. Its object was to protect 


| Settlements which had previously taken place; 


and those whom it was intended to benefit, were 
required to prove. their pre-emption claim within 
the period to. which the act itself was limited. 
But in that act you cannot fail to discover the dis- 
position of the Government tosustain,.and to pro- 
tect the actual settler upon the public Jand.. The 
fecling and the sentiment of the people evinced by 
that act of their public servants was. distinctly ma- 


| nifested. The. adventurous pioneer—the honest 


cceupant. of the publie land—ahe man who had 


| Made far himself and his family a home in the 
- wilderness of the West, was, by the act of May, 


1830, defended and sustained. I cannot but con- 
sider the question then as, settled—the policy estz- 
blished—and the right to pre-emption admitted. 

Sir, would Congress at this day refuse to re-enact 
the provisions cf the law of 1830? Would they 
dare refuse protection to the honest settler. of the 
lands. No, sir, no. The amendment submitted 
by the Senator from Verment shows what are his 
feelings, and it shows full well what is the state of 
popular sentiment touching this subject. Mr. 
President, you cannot stay the march of the. pio- 
neer—you cannot stop the progress of the actual 
settlement of the public lands by any enactments 
of Congress. The Senator from Missouri, [Mr. 
Linx} in‘an able and eloquent speech, has portrayed 
the fruitlessness and folly of every attempt on 
the part of Congress to check the march of the 
intrepid and bona fide explorer of the wilderness 
of the West for a permanent home. He 
has said, and has said most truly, that you 
cannot prevent, with all the force at your 
command, the oecupa’ion of the public domain 
by those who wish to make permanent locations. 
He has, in a masterly manner, given us his views 
upon the general policy of pre-emption laws. I 
would not weaken his argument by any attempt of my 
own to illusirate that policy. I fully and sincerely 
concur with bim in the sentiments expressed by 
him on yesterday. It may, however, be well to 
follow up the legislation of Congress a little further 
inrelation to this matter, as going to show with 
what care, and with what interest, Congress has 
watched over the rights of the actual settlers of. the 
publiclands. In 1834, it was expressly provided, 

“That all persons residing on the public lands, and caltivat- 
ing the same, prior to the year eighteen hundred and twenty- 
nine, and who were deprived of the advantages of the law 
passed on the 29th May, 1830, hy the constructions placed on 
said law by the Secretary of the Treasury, he, and they are 
hereby, authorized to enter at the minimum price of the Go. 
vernment, one quarter section of the publie lands, within said 
land district,” 

Such has been, then, the character of the legisla- 
tion of Congress for nearly half a century. Such 
were the provisions of the law of 1830, and such 
has been the policy of the Government before and 
since that period. T'o protect the bona fide settler— 
to sustain his yights—to secure to him his pre-emp- 
tion—this has been the policy of our Government; 
this should be, and this will be, her future policy; 


| for it is in accordance, in my judgment, with every 


sentiment of fair dealing, of honesty, and of right. 

Let us examine the bill proposed by the commit- 
tee, and see if in terms it does not advocate the 
same policy. Let us consider the amendment of- 
fered to that bill, and see whether the whole differ- 
ence between them is not confined to the operation 
of the two measures. Let us note some of the ob- 
jections urged by the Senator from Connecticut to 
the bill, and see whether those objections have 
been well taken. 

In the first place, Mr. President, there is not a 
shadow of difference in the principle of the bill and 
of the amendment. They both advance and sus- 
tain the right of pre-emp‘ion. 

The bill seeks to establish a “permanent pro- 
spective pre-emptive system,” and as such I give to 
it my unqualified support. The amendment is in- 
tended merely to protect setilements already made. 
And what are the objections urged to this prc-emp- 
tion policy, prospective as it is in its operation. 
It is said that it will produce an entire change in 
our system, touching the public lands. And itis 
said that if this bill passes, it will be an invitation 
to unlawful entries upon the public domain—that 
it will encourage violations of the laws—justify 
intruders upon the public lands, and protect them 
in their trespasses and wrongs. Is this so? That it 
will effect a change in the pre-emption policy, no 
one will deny. That it proposes a prospective sys- 
tem instead of one retrospective in iis operation, all 
willadmit. But, sir, I deny thatany such conse- 
quences can be fairly charged upon this measure, 
should it become the law of the land. The bill before 
us goes to justify entries upon the public domain with 
the bona fide intent of making permanent settlements. 
Some of the very objections urged against this bill 
apply with great force to. the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Vermont. Continue this 
retrospective pre-emption policy, and what is it but 
an invitation to intruders to enterupon the public 
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land? What isit butan invitation to the commit- 
sion of trespasses upon the public domain? The 
amendment of my honorable friend gocs upon the 
ground that persons have, “without right, and with- 
out titie,” entered upon, cultivated, and improved 
in good faith portions of the public land; and 
to quiet all such ia their possessions, to pro- 
tect them in the enjoyment of their rights, 
this retrospective pre-emption policy has been 
from time to time resorted to by Congress. It 
was this consideration which induced the pas- 
sage of the act of May, 1830, to protect these who 
had actually settled upon the public domain prior 
to 1829. It was that same principle which was 
manifested in the amendatory act of 1834. It was 
that same principle which led to the passage of the 
act of 1838; and it was that same kind and bene- 
volent feeling which has induced the Senator from 
Vermont to offer bis amendment to the bill before 
the Senate. The great object of Congress was, in 
passing these various acts of legislation, to do 
what? To protect the occupant—the settler—the 
man who had, without the sanction of law, at a 
time previous, entered upon, and who had continued 
in good faith to improve, portions of the public 


domain. But, sir, how were these men regarded 
anterior to the passage of such pre-emption 
laws? How wee they denounced at the 


time these pre emption laws were under the con- 
sideration of the Senate? They were called tres- 
passers, land pirates, wrong doers, and squatters— 
every odious and cpprobrious term was cast upon 
this porii n of our citizens. This fact must be 
fresh and green in our remembrance. The events 
of the Jast ten years, connected with our legi-lation 
in relation to this very subject, cannot fail to. im- 
press, and dceply to impress, upon our minds, the 
importance of some change in the character ot our 
legislation. We have not hesitated, and we do not 
hesitate, (after applying to our citizens, for such 
acts of setlement upon the public land, the most 
denunciatory language,) to grant unto these same 
citizens protection in the enjoyment of all their se'- 
tlement righis—to secure to them the pre-emption 
of the very land, the occupation cf which has called 
forth every foul epithet which goes to characicrize 
any but the henest ciizen, 

itis in view of these things, Mr. President, and 
with a perfect knowledge of what kas iaken place, 
that I am prepared for an entire change in the pre- 
emption policy. I woul! no longer limit this sys- 
tem to a retrospective operation: I would no longer 
confine the application of this principle to settle- 
ments which have taken place: I would protect them. 
And I would go further: I would throw open the 
door far and wide: I would say to every men who 
desires to become an honest settler upon our public 
land, Take it, occupy and improve it, and make it 
exclusively a permanent home for yourself and your 
family. In advocating this policy, I should be do- 
ingno wreng in a pecuniary point of view tomy own 
Government; and instead cf producing the effects 
which have been described, by way of objection to 
this bill, I should avoid them all. Instead of en- 
couraging trespasses, this bill would prevent them. 
Instead of inviting lawless intruders upon the pub- 
lic lands, without right and without title, tbis 
would justify all entries made with an honest in- 
tent-—with the purpose of making permanet settle- 
ments. This billis an enecuragement ond a pro- 
tection to the citizens of New England who wish 
to emigrate tothe West. The census recently ta- 
ken shows that my own State has added but little 
to her population within the Jast ten years. Some 
of the best and most patriotic portion of New 
Hampshire have within that period settled upon 
portions of the public domain. In my own excar- 
sions through Michigan, Hlin: is, and Wiskonsan, 
I have frequently met with many a nativeson of my 
native State. 
the most valuable portions of those communities— 
distinguished for their subriety, indusiry, and moral 


worth. They have left us, and found an acceptable : 


home in the wilds of the West. To some of them 
yon have already granted protection and relief from 
all apprehensicn that their rights would be dis- 
turbed. To others now residing within some of 
ihe very best sections of IHinois, protection has not as 
yet been extended, because these public lands have 
not as yet been broughtinto market, All are ready 


I need not say that they are among . 


| 


and willing io pay in specie to the Government 
the minimum price per acre fixed for the sale of 
our public lands, 1 know these men well—they 
bave been greatly abused heretofore on the floor 
of this Senate fcr doing that they were au 
thorized todo by the passage of the act of May, 
1830, and the act of 1834. True, there was no 
existing law giving them direct author. ty to enter 
the public land which had not been offered at pub- 
lic sale, but they sonsidered the acts referred to as 
having settled the* policy of the Government. 
Bat notwithstanding all this, anterior to the pas- 
sage of the law of 1838, and while that mea- 
sure was befere us, these men were denounced 
as trespassers and wrong deers for having thus 
entered upon the public lands. I would now, sir, 
establish a permanent prospective pre-empticn. I 


would avoid all this kind «f retrospective legislation ` 


hereafter. I would ask any one to show me the differ- 
engein the twosupposed cases which follow. Suppose, 
sir, that under the encouragement tendered by the 
acts of 1830 and 1834, fifty citizens of the State cf 
New Hampshire should leave their ancient home 
to make a permanent settlement in the West; 
that each should take up, oceuny, and improve in 
good faith cne hundred and sixty zeres of the pub- 
lic domain, and should continue to possess it, with- 
out the authority of law, until Congress, by their 
leg‘slation, should protect them in the erjoyment of 
their setilements by securing to them the right of 
pre-emption. Such a proceeding wonld be to en- 
courage the settlement of the public domain, 
without prejadce to the pubie inere-t. 
Sov ppcse the present bill should become the law of 
the land, and other fifty citizens of my own State, 
with the Jaw in their hands, shonld each take up for 
his exclusive use ove bundredand sixty acres ofpai- 
lie land, and shouid cecopy and improve it in good 
faith, for the purpose of making a permanent st- 
tlement, and should pav into the land office there- 
for the minimum price per acre fixed for the sate 
of the public lands. Where is the difference in 
principle? The retrospective ore-emption law is 
to protect the settler in his occupation. The pro- 
spective pre emption law is lo encourage and pro 

teet thesettier in hiseceupation. It seems to me 
that there is no difference, so faras it respects the 
actual and abstract right of the settler, whether he 
is protected either by a retrospective cr a prospec- 
tye enactment. Bat so ‘aras the merality of the 
two cases is brought in question, there isa wide 
and manifest differences; and itis this very differ- 
ence in the moral character of the cases which jne 
duces me to give my support to the bill before vs. 
I have nodoubt that Congress weuld protect and 
sustain the settler upon the publie land. Taey 
would not dare to drive from the public domain by 
any Coercive measures, the bona fide actual settler, 
under any circumstances. In the one case settle- 
ments are made without sir ct rightand without le- 
gal title. In the other, they are made under the 
authority of our own laws. In the one case the 
rettlersare, in the eye of the law, trespassers. Tn 
the other the settlers are sustained, not only by the 
voice of public opinion, bat by the sanction of pub. 
lie law. Lego then, sir, fer the bili, and against the 
amendment. 


Mr. President, I go for this bill because it is 
prospective in its operation. This is the best mode 
that could be adopted to settle the public lands. 
Secure to the Government the minimam price js 
all Lark, and ail that I expect the Government 
will eyer realize. Instead of abusing thoss as land 
pirates, who engaged in the hazardous enterprise 
of penetrating the wilderness, ï would encourage 
such acts of daring by the positive legislation of 
Congress. I would afford to such adventurous 
spirits, in the outset, the certainty of a geod title to 
the public land they might cecupy, in accordance 
with the provision of the law and at our minimum 
price. I regard this bill as more accepiabie— 
more just in itse'f—tban a bill merely quieting 
past tides upon thesettlements which had been made, 
Pre-emption is a part of ourpublie policy. I: couid 
not be interrupted, and J would not interrupt it if 
Tcould. ‘The thing was right in itself, and those 
bold adveniurous pioneers, who had opened to us 
away tothe Western wilderness, were worthy of 
all encouragement. 


i cen arcana 


_ Mr. President, the first time I visited the West, 
in 1836, there were but few settlements upon the 
norihern line of Ilinois, or upon the southern dine 
of Wiskonsan. When I again visited that coun- 
try, it was truly matter of astonishment to'a man 
who had come from a State which hal been peo 
pled for a century, to witneis with what ‘rapidity 
the sections of country to which I bave referred 
hed been actually sstiled within the preceding two 
years; and these settlements had been made by the 
hardy yeomanry of the country, upon lands which 
had not as yet been brought into market. I ‘was at 
Milwaukie a sbort time after the public sale took 
place in 1839,and knowing that the southern cotnties 
in Wiskonvan had been previously settled, to some 
extent, by emigrations {rom New England, I wasin- 
duced to inquire what had taken place at that sale. 
I was informed that these settlers, who might have 
proved their pre-empticn claims clearly under. the 
act of 1838, chose to attend the public sale, relying 
for their proteeticn and support upon the state of 
public opinion, upon the force of popular sènti- 
ment. The result showed that they did not. look 
in vain to that source for protection and support. 
More than talfa million of dollars, the result of 
that public sale, found its way into the public Trea- 
sury; and nineteen-twentieths of all the receipts 
preceded from those who had been for months in 
the previons occupation of the very tracts offered 
for sale. The sheriff of the county was the ‘agent 
of the settlers; he prociaimed that the tract which 
was offered was in the occupation of A B; 
it was bid off by him at the minimum 
price, and A B was permitted to hold it; and 
thas the sale procceded, until every actual set- 
Her was prutec'ed in his setllement rights; and such 
was the state of public fceling, that not an indivi- 
duci present atempted to interfere with the claims 
of the setter. The whole matter was conducted 
with the uumcst harmony. ‘The sheriff, as the 
agent, kolding in his hand the list and deseription 
of the Jands thus occupied, bid thera off for their 
rightful owners, without the least interruption. The 
actual settler paid into the land office the amount 
required, received the evidences of. payment, and 
in due time will reeeive from our General Land 
Offize the proper patents. All this was accom- 
plished by the moral force of public opinion, the 
puinciple of pre-emption being founded in justice 
and right. ‘the practice necessarily was made to 
conferm to it. No one would have dared, on that 
oceasion, to oppose the rights of the actual cultiva- 
tor. And if the bill before the Senate becomes 
the law of the land, the se‘tler could. at once pay 
for his quarter section, without being put to the .ex- 
pense and logs of time of attending a public land 
sale. There would be, practically, no differencein 
the amount received into the Treasury. The 
United States, under this bill, would get the same 
money they now did for the same quantity of 
land. 


The Senator from Connecticut objects to’ the 
passage of this bi!l, and expresses himself in favor 
of the amendment, because the provisions of the 
bill extend as well to aliens as to citizens. And 
what is there in ‘lhe language of the law of 1838 
(which is retrospective in its character) which con- 
fines the operations of that act exclusively to natt- 
ralized citizens? What was there in the: act of 
May, 1830, which limited its application to native 
or to naturalized citizens? Not any thing.’ The 
acts referred to went to confirm arid’ establish the 
rights of aliens as well as of -ejtizens. . Is- there a 
single line—is there one s'ngle ‘sentiment ‘la our 
whole lant system which goes to exclude foreigners 
and aliens from taking up, possséssing, and hold- 
irg, portions of our puble domain? No, sir. The 
invitation under the general provisions of our land 
system is jast as comprehensive as the invitation 
under the pariicular bill before us. The foreignel 
can now eater any portion of the public land sub 
ject to private entry. Your pre-emption law: 
which have heretofore passed, bave extended to thi 
cases of aliens aswell as of ciizens. All havı 
alike participated ‘in their benefits. In the pre 
emption bills which have been passed by Congress 
we have not required that the cecupani—the heat 
of a family—the cultivator—should be a natura 
lized or a native citizen of the United, Blales 


+ $e" 


ied 


ra 


40 ` APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


2691 CONG. +.: 2ND Sxss. 


We have studiously avoided all such distinctions 
in our legislation upon th's sabject. Aliens and 
citizens are alike entitied to take an3 ho!d our pub- 
lic Jands; they have been alike protected by our 
pre-emption policy; and I am ata loss to find any 
good reason why any difference shouid now be at- 


tempted to be made—I am at a loss to discover any- 


satisfactory reason for saying to the foreigner, you 
may take our lands, subject io private entry, but 
you must be excluded from becoming a prospective 
pre-emptioner; saying to the foreigner, you may 
goon to the public land which has not -been 
brought into the market, and if you cultivate and 
improve it with the intent of making a permanent 
settlement, Congress will, by a retrospective pre- 
emption law, protect and sustain you in your rights; 
but you cannot be permitied, by the authority of 
public law, to take up a quarter section cf the pub- 
lic land with ever so honest a purpose. This isa 
distinction without a difference—this isa kind of 
refinement entirely above my comprehension—this 
seems to me to be so gross an absurdity, that it 
only requires to be stated but to be condemned. 
Mr. President, Y can tolerate no such principle; I 
an disposed to carty ont, as far as I am able, the 
liberal, generous, and just provisions of our gene- 
ral land system. This is but in accordance with 
the practice of many of the Siates of this Union. 
In my own, foreigners may purchase and hold 
lands; but, unless they b. come naturalized citizens, 
they cannot transmit them by deed or by descent, 
but they will escheat tu the S ate. 


. After the able and conclusive argument touch. 
ing this point, of the Senator from New York (Mr. 
Wriowr,| T shall forbear adding any thing farther. 


‘The Senator from Connecticut objects to the de 
tails of the bill reported from the Committee on 
Public Lands, and complains that the terms ofset- 
tlement, the period of occupation, are too vague, 
and too uncertain. Iam free to admi', sir, that 
I would like to sse the reqniremenis of the settler 
more distinctly defined; and I hope yet tosee the bill 
improved in this particular. But, sir, let us not 
lose sight of the immediate question before the Se- 
nate. That question is, shall the whole bill, the good 
and the bad details, the grear prospective principle 

` itself, be stricken ont, and the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Vermont be substituted? 
This, sir, is the question, and to this amendment | 
am utterly opposed, because it does not contain the 
prospective principle. I differ entirely from the 
Senator from Connecticut, with reference to the 
provisions of this bill. It seems to me impossible 
that, under the terms of this bill, a pre-emption 
right can be acquired to more than one hun- 


dred and sixty acres of land, or to any land 
to which the Indian title hus not been extin- 
guished. Ner can I discover how this bill 


canbe’ made to enure to the benefit ot speculators, 
or how the great object of actual settlecaent and ec- 
cupation can be defeated. As far ss my know- 
ledge extends, our pre-emption laws hitherto have 
operated to the exclusive benefit cf the actual and 
honest settler. But again I say, if the bill doesnot 
effectually secure that object, I will agree to any 
amendment which shall locie to the accomplishment 
of such a purpose. The first section of the bill, 
from which I have made the subjoined extract, dis- 
tinctly avows the object of the friends of this mea- 
sure; it distinctly asserts ihe prospective pre emp- 
tive principle: and ihis is the great feature of the 
bill I wish to preserve unimpaired. As it Trespecis 
the details, I stand ready to agree to all such as 
shall practically carry ont the principle. The first 
section declares: 

“That from and after the passage of this act, every white per- 
son, being the head of a family, or wid W, or single man over 
the age of eighteen years, who shall make a settlenient on 
aey ol the public lands to which the Indian title has been or 
Shall be:extinguished, whether the same be surveyed or not, or 
who may have settled on such land since the first day of June, 
eighteen hundred and forty, and who shal! inhabit and improve 
the same, and raise a log cabin or other dwelling thereon, shall 

e entitled to & pre-emption in the purchase of a quantity of the 

public:land, not exceeding one quarter section, in legal sub-divi- 
sions, to be paid for'at the minimum price of such land at the 
pee piyin for T same: Provided, That no person shall 

CDe UMS pre-emptive right more than one time: 
And provided further, That no person being the owner of land 
in any State of Territory, who shal! quit or abandon his resi- 
dence on his own land,to reside on public land in the same Stare 


2r Territory, shall acquire any tight of pre-emption under this 


to the bill from any objeciions which have as yet 
been stated, either by the Senator who moved the 
amendment, cr by the Senator from Connecticut. 
It may be well for us to consider what has. been 
our legislation heretofore in relation to some of the 
objections which are now urged against this bill. 
The third and fourth sections of the act of May, 
1830, contain the precise provisions embodied in 
the sixth and seventh sections of the bill before 
the Senate; and when the Senator from Con- 
necticut, as well as other Senators, object to 
the bill on the ground that every question of Jaw 
and of fact issummarily azd definitively to be settled 
by the register and receiver of the district, I aa- 
swer that such was the law previous to, and has 
been subsequent to, the act of May, 1830. The 
jurisdiction of these pre emption claims has been 
given, and prozerly given, to these officers. They 
are, or should be, men comptent to decide all ques- 
tions which may or cin be submitted, and they can 
have no- interests in the questions involv- 
ed. The bill betore us requires that instruc- 
tions should be prescribed by the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, who is known to act sub- 
ject to the supervision of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. “No evil has arisen under the law as it 
stands. No objections have been made to that par- 
ticular provision of the act of 1830. I am, there- 
fore, not disposed to change the law in this particu- 
lar. 

The sixth section of the bill, in reference to this 
peint, is in the following terms: 

“That, prior to any entries beirg made, under the privileges 
given by this act, proof of the settlement and improvement, re- 
tired hy its provisions, sha} be made to the satisfaction of the 
register and receiver of the land district in which such lan 's 
may lie, agreeably to the rules which may be prescribed by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office for that purpose; 
which register and receiver shall, each, be entitled to receive 
fifty cents for his services therein; and ail assignments, or trans- 


fers of the right of pre-emption. given by this act, prior to the 
issuance of patents, shall be null and void,” 


And it ts an exact transciipt from the act of 
1830. I canuot the efore regard this objection to 
the bill as important. 

Tt is also objected that by the terms of this bill, 
lands reserved by treaty for the use of Indians are 
not exempted from the operations of this measure, 
This objection is not well taken. Nothing can be 
more specific than the provisions of the seventh 
section in reference to this matter. I have tran- 
scribed that section entire, not only as farnishing a 
perfect answer 10 the objection as stated, but also 
to a still farther objection which has been made to 
the bill—that it abolishes cash sales and necessa rily 
extends a credit to the purchasers of cur domain. 
The section declares: 

“That this actshailnot delay the sale of any of the public 
Jand of the United States, beyond the time which has been, or 
may be, appointed for that purpose by the Presidents procla- 
mation; nor shall any of the provisions of this act be available 
to any person, or persons, who shall fail to make the proof and 
payment required before the day appointed for the ecmmence- 
ment of the sales of land, inclnding the tract, or tracts, on which 
the vightof pre-emption is claimed; nor shall the right of pre- 
emption, contemplated by this act, extend to any land which is 
reserved from sale by actof Congress, or by order of the Presi- 


dent, or which may have been appropriated for any purpose 
whatsoever.” 


Here again this section is a literal copy from the 
fourth section of the act of 1830—and it does seem 


to me that these obj-ctions bave not any sufficient 


foundation upon which to rest. In spite of all of 
them, I must go fer the biil. I Support it because 
I believe it to be in accordance with the instructions 
of the Legislature of my own Siate, directing us to 
use our exertions to produce such graduation of 
the prices and limitations of the sales of the public 
lands as will best promote the setilement and ac. 
tual occupancy of the same. 

T support this prospective permanent pre-emption 
system to prevent trespasses and intrusions upon 
the public domain, which have hitherto been the 
subject of so much and so severe animadversion, 

T support this bill because I belieye that it wil} 
advance the actual settlement o” the wilderness of 
tte West. 

I support th's bill becanse it goes to encourage, 
Protect, and sustain the honest emigrant, be be 
whom-he may. É 

I support this bill because it practically. carries 
out the literal and just policy of our general land 
systen. 


I support this bill because it is just in itself.— 
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Ishall not-be deterred from giving my support 4 extending ¿qual privileges and equal benefits to 


all. 

I support this bill because I cannot fail to re- 
gard it as tending to the benefit of an honest and 
meritorious class of our countrymen. 

I have opposed the proposition excluding those 


‘worth over five hundred dollars from participating 


in the benefits of this bill,. I would make no such 
odious discrimination. [ would prevent no man 
who desired to leave the home of his fathers for a 
home in the West, whatever might be his estate or 
his condition ın life, Many a man worth more than 
that sum has left New Hampshire for Michigan; 
and if more choose to take the same road to com- 
fort and independence, they shall have all the aid I 
can give them. 

Believing, as I do, that the settlement of the pub- 
lic domain should be the primary~ object of the 
statesman and of the patriot; and believing, as I do, 
that no more than the minimum price can be ex- 
pected or even desi:ed from the sales of the public 
lands; and believing, as I do, that the bill before us 
is admirably calculated to advance the actual s:t- 
tlement and eccupancy of the. sow trackless forests 
of the West, I go for it. I desire to see it become 
the law of the land: and in my judgment, when- 
ever that time shall come, you will hear no more of 
the lawless intru ters upon the public domain; you 
will find a moving mass of patriotic citizens set- 
tling your outer borders, capable of resisting every 
encroachment, and of sustaining at all times the 
honor and independence of their coustry. 

Mr.. YOUNG of Illinois explained in reference 
to the admission, by that State, of aliens to the pri- 
vilege of voting. Persons of that description 
might, until lately, enjoy the el-ctive franchise in 
Illinois after a residence of only six months, whe- 
ther they had been naturalized or no. And such 
had then been the practice for twenty years. Nay, 
the State had gone still further. When the country 
was settled by its present occupants, they found 
there many French settlers whose fathers had re- 
sided en the soil time cut of mind. And it was fit 
that these pzopte should be secured in the same pri- 
vileges as should be-granted to new comers. There 
was, especially at that time, in thé country a de- 
servedly prominent and popular man by the name 
of Pierre Menard—a man without rep oach, univer- 
sally respected and beloved by all, French and Ame- 
nicans. And, in framirg the Constitution, a provi- 
sion was introduced with a direct reference to his 
case. The qualification required for Governor of 
the State was, that he should have been a citizen of 
the United States for thirty years previous to his 
election; and it was at first provided that the same 
qualification should be requisite in the case of Lieu- 
tenant Governor; but that provisicn had been al- 
tere’, with the express purpose of admitting M. 
Menard, whom the people generally desired tu fill 
that cffice, To be a member of the State Legisla- 
ture, a man must be a citizen; but for the election 
of members of Congress, no such qualification was 
necessary. Tie Constitution of the United States 
recognised the same distinction. The electors of 
President were not required to be citizens of the 
United States—the phrase was, “‘pecple of the 
United States;? but when it spoke of members of 
the House of Representatives, it required them to 
be “citizens.” ' 

One of the first laws passed by the State Legisla- 
ture declared that aliens might take, hold, and 
transmit real estate, and that their widows should 
be entitled to a right of dower. And would the Se- 
nate now, in reference to the privilege of pre- 
emption, insert an odious distinction, which did not 
apply even to the bolding and transmissicn of land? 
He hoped not, The distinction was rejected by 
his State, and he hoped it would not now be esta- 
bished by Congress. 

The Scnator from Kentucky, [Mr. Chay,] who 
had objected to the admission of aliens to vote, and 
who was so much opposed to the present bill, had 
stated that the population of Ulincis had doubled 
itself in six years, Well, if that was true, did that 
haat a a why pre-emption laws should not 

Sf n the contrary, it ason W 
they shonli. Y, ìt was the very reason why 

As to the justice of the measure now proposed, 
he would put itto gentlemen on either polilical side 
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of this body, how it could be refased to his State? 
There were seven millions of pablic lands still 
unsurveyed; they constituted the fairest portion of 
the State; and though they had not been laid cut 
into. sections and quarter-sections, county lines had 
been established by Jaw; and would gentlemen pre- 
vent settlers, entitled by law to vote as all other 
citizens of the State, from going and occupying 
these new counties and filling them up witha har- 
dy agricultural population? {fso, what was to be- 
come of these fair portions of the State, the new, 
fresh, and fertile lands which invited to settlement 
and cultivation? Would gentlemen say that the pec- 
ple of Illinois, or strangers from a distance, should 
not be allowed to occupy counties in the old At- 
lantic States regularly organized by law? And if 
not, why should they desire to say this in referenes 
to similar counties in the new States? Some of 
the members of this body had recently been travel- 
ling in the Rock river country; would they say that 
thesettlers were all guilty of frauds, frads in every 
shape? that they were a set of plunderers and 
land pirates? He was willing to refer to the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wensrer ] Let that 
gentleman tell the Senate what he saw in that 
country, and wkat sort of a populatien he found 
upon the public domain. Was it filled with rich 
speculators? or was it cecupied by the poor, indas- 
trious, enterprising actual settler? He believed 
speculators had had pretty near enough of dealing 
in the wild lands of the West. . 

On the subject of graduating the price of the pub- 
lic lands, the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Crary] 
had used an argument which was fallacious in 
point of fact. He had insisted that it could not be 
good financial policy to hope to get more money 
for the Jands by reducing the price. . He said that 
the Senate had been deceived as to the vast amount 
of poor land, which weuld not bring over twenty- 
five cents an acre, as large quaniitics of this very 
land had since been actually sold at the Govern- 
ment price. This was true, and what had been 
the resul? All who tad been engaged in such 
purchases had been broken up and totally ruined. 
There had come, not long since, a man from Phila- 
delphia who only looked at the maps to ascertain 
what tracts were still vacant, and he had bought 
them up in all directions, in fact, bad swept the 
whole country. Ee purchased at the Government 
price, and he had been ruioed, In 1835 the 
amount sold was between four avd five mill.ons of 
acres; in 1836 it went up to twenty-four millions, 
The same course of things appeared at the same 
period from an assessment of the value of real es- 
tate in New York; the same spirit prevailed every- 
where; and what hed been the issue? Universal 
ruin and desolation. Figures, therefore, while they 
showed a vast apparent increase of the public 
wealth and prosperity, were not always to be re- 
Hed on. 

Let any man go and look at there Western set- 
tlements; let him travel through them «nd mingle 
with the people; let him see what sort of people 
were on this national domain, and who they were 
that were actually benefited by our pre-emption 
laws, and they would szon bave all doubts as to 
the expediency and utility of the system done away. 
Men who went into that region on a pack-horse, 
earrying their worldly all upon his back, had now 
become respectable farmers, and were able to give 
their children a good education. Should not the 
law give a preference to such men as thee over 
mere land speculators? 

But it was said that, if this bill should pass, the 
squatters would rash out upon the lands, even be- 
fore they were surveyed, and take possession of the 
best portions every where. That was true; and 
that was just what every Western man desired to 
see. Let them rush; let them get hold of the best 
and choicest lands; and then, if the speculator 
chose to come after them to purchase on specala- 
tion, let him take up with the refuse that was left. 
Tt was true that in some particular cases the land 
thus obtained bad brought a high price. He knew 
one case where a man had obtained a tract of land 
in exchange for a horse, which he had recen:ly sold 
for $8,000; he had then gene further on, and settled 
again. Did gentlemen wish to pul a stop to this? 
He hoped not; be wanted to see it go on, 
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And then let it be remembered that the new States 
had themselves a direct interest in the passage of 
such a law; and they had a right to insist that some 
such act should pass. Did gentlemen wish to hold 
up vast tracts of wild land from sale, and thus 
keep it from the reach of the taxation of the State? 
Did they really want to cramp and embarrass the 
new States? Every geneman knew tbat the pub- 
lic lands in a Siate, when sold, were exempt from 
State taxation for five years. Did they want to 
keep back the t rmination of this period as Inte as 
possible? There was no injustice in the enactment 
of alawof this knd. If it did go to foster the 
growth and avgment the wealth of the rising States, 
was that a result not to be desired? Very possibly 
the older States might, in some degree, suffer from 
the emigration of their population westward; but 
they showld not endeavor, on that account, to pre- 
vent their poorer citizens from bettering their con- 
dition, and providing a heritage for their cbi'- 
dren. Under this system of pre-emption Illinois 
had already attained a population exceeding that 
of Kentucky, and surpassing by twenty thousand 
that of the O'd Dominion. But would Sena- 
tors from those States prevent the emigration 
of their poorer neighbors? He trusted noi: he 
was sure they never woul} act from such a mo- 
tive. On the contrary, every facility should 
be extended to those honest and enterprising men, 
What more did gentlemen expect to get for this Go 
vernment land? Was not a dollar anda quarter 
enough for an acre of wild Jand? Surely it was. 
But supposing it would bring $10 an acre at auc- 
tion, was that a reason that itshould be held up 
from the reach cf the poor man who wished to cul- 
tivate and improve it? And was he to be con- 
demned to toilall hisdays on a second or third 
rate soil, that the Trezsury might be enriched by 
selling its land to wealthy men? 

Gentlemen suppoved that a reduction of the price 
of the poorer portion of the lands would not lead to 
more sales and a larger consequent receipt of mo- 
ney. He thought they were mistaken. Gradua- 
tion was, in fact, the policy of every Siate that had 
Janis of iis own to sell. Kentucky owned lands 
south of the Tennessee river; had she not gradually 
reduced ber price until iteame down as low as 122 
cents? That was the policy of Ilinois. She had 
sold at $1 25; then at $l: thena! 75 cents; and was 
now selling her land at 50 cents the acre. Were 
the same course pursued in reference to the United 
States lands, many weuld be induced to examine 
with a view to getting a gcod bargain, and the con- 
sequence would be a great increase of the amount 
actually gold. After this had been continued some 
time, and the sales grew slack, then diminish the 
price again; and so on, till notan acre was left un- 
sold. He admitted toa: when poor land lay immeé- 
diately adjacent to good land, ihe owner of the lat- 
tir was hkely to give a better price for it than 
others for convenience sake, because from its situe- 
tion it was worth more to him; but this held only in 
particular cases, and not generally. 

He concluded by expressing his hope that the 
bill would pass. It would be seen that, except ia 
what land was subject to private entry, there could 
be no delay of payment. The moment the land 
on which a pre-emption had been granted was ad- 
vertised for sale, the settler must pay the mo- 
ney for it, or lose his pre-emption. He had no 
doubt that, should the bill pass, more money wou'd 
be brought by it into the Treasury than cou'd be 
obtained in any other mode. The money paid at 
Burlington, ia Towa, on pre-emption lands,had in a 
few weeks amountedto half a m-lion of dollars. 
That Territory had already 40,000 inhabitants, and 
would shorily be apalying to come asa State into 
the Union, ; 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carclina rose and said 
that he kad originally entertaized no design to parti- 
cipate in this discussion. Those whom he repre- 
sented (so far as he had ascertained their wishes) 
were generally opposed to the policy of pre-emp- 
tions; and he himself, coneurring in that opinion, 
had intended to content himself with a silent vote, 
but for certain doctrines which had been advanced 
and facts stated in the progress of the debate. The 
bill would have been far less objectionable to him 
had the amendment prevailed which was offered by 
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the Senator from Kentacky, [Mr.- CHITTENDEN; } 
limiting the bountics which it proposed to confer to 
American citzens, and exclading: unnaturalized 
foreigners. But, in resisting this amendment, the 
distinguished Senator from New. York... [Mr 
Wariant] had contended that any one of the & 

had the right to confer the elective franchise.on fo- 
reigners without naturalization, according 19 the 
laws of the United States, and thus enable them. to 
vote in elections under this Government; and..the 
konorable Senator from Illinois, (Mr. Youna,].who 
has just taken his seat, had stated that this doctrine 
was actually carried out in practice in his. State, 
for that there aliens had voted after a residence of 
six months. It was upon this subject he had risen 
to say a few words. He could not but regard such 
a dociring as directly in the teeth of the. Consti- 
tution of the Unied States. The honorable Senator 
from New York [Mr. Wricut] understands this 
power to belong to a State by reason of the general 
provision in the Constitution that members of the 
House of Representatives and the President are 
directed to be chosen by the people of the several 
States, and that “the electors in each Siate shall 
have the qualifications requisite for electors of the 
most numerous branch of the State Legislature.” 
It was unnecessary for him to remind one. who 
showed himself so familiar with such subjects, of 
the ordinary rale of interpretation, that all. parts :of 
the insttument must be looked to in giving tt acons 
struction, aud that general words were oftentimes 
controlled by particular provisions. The section 
of the Constitution immediately preceding that re- 
ferred to by the Senator from New York was equal- 
ly general in its terms: “All legislative powers 
herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the 
United Srates, which shall consist of a Senate and 
House of Representatives.” If we look no farther 
than this clause, the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives can make Jaws without hindrance or 
concurrence from any other department of the Go- 
vernment. The words are as comprehensive as 
any that our language can afford. But in the sut- 
sequent parts of the Constitution we learn. that 


no act of Congress shall become a. law: unless 


it receive the approbation of the President, ex- 
cept in cases which need not now be mentioned. 
Finding this first and broadest declaration of. the 
Conz‘itution qualified and res'rained by subsequent 
provisions, our surprise will ke the less if we dis- 
cover that that relief on for the support of the 
power in question is subject to a lik? qualifica. 
tion, Let vs, in passing, inquire who are “the 
people of the several States” by whom representa- 
tives, &c. are to be chosen? Who are the people 
of Kentucky, among whom you, sir, reside? Who 
are the people of New York? . Does any one. un- 
derstand them to include unnaturalized aliens, 
owing allegiance to foreign Governments, and 
bound to cleave to them in the event of a contro- 
versy with our own? Bat suppose that by the 
generality of these words they were embraced. 
The Constitution elsewhere, in express terms, gives 
to Congress the power “to establish a uniform rule 
of naturalization,” and Congress has exercised that 
power by prescribing. the rule, From is very 
nature, it cannot be concurrently exercised by the 
General Government and the States. There can: 
not, in the nature of things, be a uniform.rule 
throughout the United S'ates, and yet differentrules 
in different States. But it is asked by the Senator - 
from New York, [Mr. Wriant,] shall. Congress 
prescribe the qualifications of voters in the States? 
By no means. Congress cannot prescribe any 
qualifications fer electors in the States who are na- 
tive born or naturalized citizens; and evenin ihe case 
of aforcigner they cannot preseribe to him quali- 
fications as an elector, properly so called, but 
they prescribe the means by which a disqualifi- 
caticn under which he labors may be removed; and 
such disqualification can be removed by no other 
authority. This construction of the Constitution 
conflicts with po jest rights ef the States; on the 
contrary, the rights of all the others are grossly 
violated by any one of them undertaking to nati- 
ralize aliens in any other mode than that agreed 
upon in the Constitution of the United States. The 
States, by the Constitution, have entered into cef- 


tain stipulations with each other, which . none. of 
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them can in good faith violate. Some of these are 
of a positive character, such as that they wiil de- 
liver up fugitives from justice, and fugitive slaves 
and servants. Others are negative, such as that 
they will abstain from the exercise of powers them- 
selves which they have delegated exclusively to 
the. General Government. To refuse to execute 
the former is a crime. of omission; to attempt the 
exercise of the latter is a crime ef commission; 
both alike injurious to the other States. When, 
therefore, a State admits foreigners to political 
rights, affecting the aciion of this Government, 
without-naturalization, she violates the covenants 
of the Constitution and does injury to her sister 
States. 

Such was his reading of the Constitution. How 
stood the question upon authority? He believed 
that allinterpreters of the Constitution agree that 
the States have alienated exclusive powers of le- 
gislation to this Government in three eases only: 

`- Ist. Where the Constitution, in express terms, 
granted an exclusive authority to the Union. 2d. 
‘Where it granted, in one insiance, an authority to 
the Union, and in another prohibited the States 
from exercising the like authority. And 31. Where 
it granted an authority to the Usion, to which a 
similar authority in the States would be absolutely 
repugnant and contradictory. And it was alitle 
remarkable that all the commentaters on the Cen- 
stitution, from Mr. Madison down—at least as far 
as he was informed—had s-lected this very power 
of naturalization as.an illustration of the third class 
of these cases. In the Constitution of the State 
which he had the bonor in part to represent—and 
but for this fact he would not now have obtruded 
himself on the notice of the Senate—as adopted in 
1776, there is this clause: “Sec 40, That every 
foreigner. who comes to settle in this State, 
having first taken an oath of allegiance to the 
same, may purchase, or by other just means 
hold, acquire, and transfer land or other real 
estate: and, after one year’s residence, shall be 
deemed a frce ciitzen.” Under this section, foreign- 
ers, by taking an oath of allegiance to the Siate 
may. yet acquire, hold, aad transfer land»; but, in 
the fulfilment of her duties to the Union—and he 
trusted she had fulfilled them all—North Carolina, 
by her constituted authorities, both | gislative and 
judicial, had uniformly admitted that, by her adop- 
tion of the Federal Constitution, and the passage of 

` naturalization Jaws by Congress, the latter clause 
of the'section just quoted was abrogated; and that 
foreigners could become citizens on'y according to 
the uniform rule established by Congress. And he 
appealed to honorable Senators if it was just to- 
wards her, and the other States of the Union who 
puta like construction on the Constitution, that 
other members of the Confederacy should adopt a 
different rule of naturalization. When the Con- 
stitution was adopted, it wasdeclared to be intended 
to secure “ihe blessings of liberty to the people of 
the United States and their posterity.” Aliens 
were no parties to it. Buta provision was inserted 
by which Congress might admit them to become 
parties, and to share in its blessings. The Consti 
tution was- brought into existence mainly to regu- 
late our foreign relations. To Congress had been 
given the power to make peace and war with other 
nations; and: there: appeared to be a propriety in 
giving it also the power of determining upon what 
conditions the people of those nations should be 
admitted to share with us in the privilege of de- 
cidiog on the question of peace and war with their 
native countries, 

But the States have agreed by the Constitution 
to distribute their relative power in the other branch 
of.Congress, and in the election of a Chief Magis- 
trate, according to the respretive numbers of their 
people; and, so long as those numbers depend on 

“the natural course of increase, or on the induce. 
ments which wight be held cut for emigration from 
one State of the Union to another, the struggle for 
poweramong themselves was one of fair and ho- 
norable competition... But, sir, I deny that in such 
a Contest, any State has a right to invcke as allies 
unnaturalized foreigners. This is a subject of vast 
magnitude, to which I desire to cal! the special at- 
tention of Congress “and the country. There is 
shortly tobe a new ‘distribution of power, accord- 


ing to the census recently taken of the peop’e of the 
United States. Sir, I protest agzinst aliens being 
enumerated in that census, or, if so enumerated, 
against any State acquiring members of the House 
of Representatives, or votes in the Presidential 
election, by considering aliens, not naturalized, as 
a part ef the people” of such State. This is an 
unconstitutional mode of acquiring power, which, 
if tolerated, would subvert one of the first princi- 
ples of our Confederacy. And, with proper defe- 
rence to the opinions of others, I cannot conceive a 
more gross violation of the Constitution, a more 
clear usurpation of power, than fora State to an- 
nul or dispense with the laws of naturalization, 
and swell its own importance and weight in the 
Unicn by the aid of aliens owing no allegiance to 
this country, but bound by the highest obligations 
to take up arms against it in the event of war with 
their own Sovereign, Sech an injury is the more 
grievous because it operates not so much against 
this Government as against the constitutional rights 
of the co-States of the Confederacy who had not 
expressly provided sanctions to prevent such in- 
fractions. 

He would t:ke occasion to remind the Sena‘e 
that not only personal bravery and adventurous 
spirit, the qualities so much landed by honorable 
Sensors from the West as characterizing those for 
whose benefit this bill was intended—that not only 
these, but the highest degree of virtue and honor, 
might co-exist with a deadly hostility to Republican 
institutions; and he would exhort tham to beware 
how bounties were bestowed on those who c wed no 
allegiance to the Government. 

He had not noticed, in its propsr connection, 
the precedent alluded to by the honorable sente- 
man from New York (Mr. Warianr] of the admis- 
sion of Michigan into the Union with a clause in 
her Constitution allowing foreigners to exercise the 
elective franchise. If he had been ecrreetly in- 
formed in relation to the facts of that ease, he did 
not conceive that it sustained the doctrine con- 
tended for by the Senater from New York. 
As he (Mr. Grausm) had understood, the 
Constitution of Michigan gave the right of 
voting to the inhabitants of that State at the 
lime of its formation; avd the act of Congress 
admitting her into the Union was by imptica- 
tion a special act of naturalization for the then in- 
habitants. He supposed such a law was within 
the power of Congress; and if so, the case of Michi- 
gan was not a precedent for this, to him, new and 
alarming doctrine; if, however, it were otherwise, 
he conld not admit that a single precedent of Con- 
gress could overturn what wes in his opinion 
the true construction of the Constitution—one of its 
most important provisions. We had no fee:ing of 
hostility to foreigners who were disposed to became 
citizens according to the constitutional mode. He 
believed our present regulations onthe subject were 
hospitable and liberai. If they were not enough 
so, he was even willing to hear propositions to make 
them more liberal. He, however,iwas opposed to 
annihilating the uniform rule on the subject of na- 
turalization, and bestowing bountics on those who 
owe no allegiance to our Government. 

Mr. PRESTON had not risen with any wish or 
purpose of proiracting the discussion; but, as this 
ques.ion of power had been deba“‘ed with some 
earnestness, hh would say a few words in relation 
to it. He referred to a period, some years ago, 
when he bad the misforiune to differ on cerzain 
poiats of State power from the opinicn of many of 
his friends, and it was now again his lot in refe- 
rence to the question which had been raised. Af- 
ter mature reflection, his views were quite different 
from those which had been expressed by the two 
gentlemen near him, the Senator {rem Kentucky 
[Mr. Cray] and the Senater from North Carolina 
(Mr. Granam] He did not believe that the Fede- 
ral Government possessed any right uncer the Cen- 
stitution to look into the qualifications of voters in 
any State. No such power was expressed in that 
instrument, and the power would be nhugatory and 
its exercise impossible even if it did exist ‘there 
The State of Michigan had determined that per- 
sons other than naturalized citizens might vote in 


her elections. He held that she had a right so to | 


determine, and that from necessity. The mem- 


bers of the Senate held their seats in that body 
by the election of the States; but, if the princi- 
pie contended for by these gentlemen were to 
be allowed, then, in every case where persons 
had voted within the State who were not enii- 
tled under the Constitution so to do, this 
original vice in the election would pervade the 
whole act, and a Senator so chosen could not take 
bisseat. He held that the Senate had no power to 
go behind the Constitution of a State, and thought 
it would be a dang:rous usurpation should they 
undertake to look into the case of each member at 
the electoral college to sce if those who constituted 
it were or were not duly qualified. The Constitu- 
tion provided no particular qualifications for voters, 
and if it implied such qualifications, it must be by 
a strong necessity indeed. And should a law be 
passed to lay down such qualifications, that law 
would be against the express declaraticn of the 
Constitution which provides that the qualifications 
of persons voting for members of Congress sball 
be according to the State’s own determination with 
respect to voters for the most numerous branch of 
the State Legislature. The whole control over that 
subject was given to the States emphatically. The 
logical proposition of the gentlemen wko held the 
opposite opinion amounted to this: you sha'l in this 
matter imply for the General Government the re- 
peai cf an express delegation of power to a State. 
The States had power to declare who should be 
electors, for the Constitution provided that those 
might vote for electors of President who were 
qualified to vote for the most numerous branch of 
the Legislature. The State declared these qualifi- 
caions, and, therefore, the State had power to de- 
clare who should vote for electors of Fresident, but 
the dcetrine of the gentlemen would go to repeal 
and completely abrogate this power. 


But if the power for which they contended had 
been repo ed in the General Government by ike 
Consti‘ution, it would have been impecssible to exe 
ercise it. Suppose aseat in the House of Repre- 
sentatives to be contested on the express ground 
that persons voted for the sitting member who were 
unnaturalized foreigners; and suppose the sitting 
member should appeal to the Constitution of the 
State which permitted such persons to vote for 
members of Congress, could that House look bc- 
jond the State Constitution? Was it for a committee 
of that House to decide that this ought net to be so, 
and thus to repeal the Constitution of a State? And 
if they once gct b-hind the Constitution, where 
were they to stop? Tt would, in his judgment, be 
wise to confine the elective franchise to citizens 
alone, but, in the absence of sny express prohibi- 
tion, he would not restrict the right of the State by 
implication. Had Congress any right to do it? 
Might it passa law declaring that none but citizens 
of the Unied States should vote for members of the 
State Legislature. He apprehended not. The 
Constitution did not say so, and they could not 
infer the power. If time served, and if this were 
the time. it would be proper to inquire more gene- 
rally into this whole subject. Gentlemen talked of 
a citizen. of the United States; what was a citizen 
of the Usited States? Could any gentleman tell 
him? Cculd they define the idea? Was every citizen 
of a State a citizen of the United States?: Wasa 
citizen of the United States a citizen of ali the 
Sta‘es? Wasa man who was a citzen of the Dis- 
triet of Culembia a citizen of South Carolina? He 
apprehended not. In North Carolina aliens eculd 
hoid and transmit land, by the Constitution of the 
S'ate; in Georgia they held under an express sta- 
tute. The States always modified this matter to 
suit their own pleasure. A man’s holding land did 
not make him a citizen of the United States; and 
a man’s citizenship in the United States did not 
make him a citizen of any one State. The States 
carefully guarded this right of citizenship, and re- 
quired a probationary period of various lengths. 
In South Carolina a man must be a citizen of the 
State befcre he ec uld practise law. On the whole, 
he did not see where the rights of the States over 
citizenship and the exercise of the elective fran- 
chise were abrogated or touched by the Constitution. 
The question, however, did not affect the present 
bill. It mattered not whether a mah. was a citizen 
of the United States or note He could purchase 
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public land. He didit at his own risk. He did it 
under the laws of the State where the lands Jay; 
and though he purchased of the United States, he 
could hold only under the State. Congress: had 
passed no law that all who purchased the land of 
ihe United States should have power to hold it 
within the new States. It had, however, gone 
further than this bill proposed to go. It had not 
only sold, but given land to foreigners, and even to 
those who were subjects of the Autocrat of Russia 
and the King of France. Tracts had been given 
both to Polish and to French settlers, and the. 
States had formerly done the same thing. He 
would not dispute the power to sell to any one; 
whe.her to do so was politie or not, was a diffe- 
rent question. It had been thought good policy to 
give these lands to the Poles and the French 
emigrants, but he greatly doubted this. He did not 
think it good policy to give privileges to foreigners, 
in preference to our own citizens, The present 
bill was a bill of privileges—it was a bill of boun- 
ties to some classes of persons over others. Hie 
was not in favorof giving privileges and making 
grants to foreigners, over the heads of our own ci- 
tizens, in order to induce them to come and reside 
among ús. Congress had had a magnificent co- 
main confided to its Gare, not, indeed, to be ma- 
vaged in the niggardly spirit of a land holder, who 
was determined to make the most of every foot of 
the soil, but to be held as a great and sacred trust; 
for purposes both of finance and of patriotism. To 
view the subject aright, gentlemen ought to look at 
itin both these views. They ought not, on the one 
hand, to forget that the public lacds were a great 
financial trust for the benefit of the whoie Union, 
nor, on the other, that they were the means to be 
employed in building up a glorious empire in the 
West. Considered first in a financial point of 
view, they were a property net to be wantonly 
wasted, or profligately dilajida'ed. As a, trust 
fund 
was io be husbanded with care. They might be 
made to diminish the public burdens, and to ligh‘en 
the load of taxation; but while the General Govern- 
ment was to regard them in tbis light, it must re- 
member that it might not, to secure these objects, 
trample on the rights of the inhabitants of the great 
West, nor on the paramount right of the whole 
people of the United States. He wouid nof waste 
the domain, but would administer it in such a man- 
ner as to afford an inviting outlet to that mass of 
population which was leaving the Atlantic shores 
to seek a more fertile residence in the virgin soil of 
the West. 

‘As to the financial question, the present bill, by 
allowing settlers to select the most fertile tracts and 
advantageous points, certainly would diminish the 
value of the residue which was to be exposed at 
public sale. Lands thus sold at auction brought to 
the Government, upon an average, something over 
$1 25, Trose who went in on the public domain 
wouid fix upon spots not only good in themselves, 
but commanding, to a grealer or less degree, the 
value of the Jands in the vicinity; such, for exam- 
ple, as spots of wood in the midst of a prairie, 
valuable springs in a dry region, water-power 
where water-power was scarce. Such points as 
these were certainly worth greatly over the mini- 
mum price, yet the Dill allowed a pre-emption 
without restriction, knowing that the seizing and 
occupancy ef such favorable situations would be 
the certain and necessary result. The consequence 
was inevitable, that’ the value of the rest of the 
territory would and must be diminished. Means 
would of course be devised of speculating on these 
advantages. They had been already put in prac- 
tice. Every kody who came from the West well 
knew that this was and always would be done. 
Wealthy men would send individuals to setile on 
the land, with an express view to buy up their im- 
provements. Nor was there any thing wrong in 
this. He had himself made such purchases, and 
the settlers from whom he bought immediately went 
on to make new settlements, and openly begged his 
eustom. They were in the habit. of seizing on a 
commanding situation, so as to make the surround- 
ing land of comparatively no value without it, and 
thus contrive to put money in their pocket. 

Extreme cases answered extreme cases. - The 


held for the benefit of ail the States, the land” 


worthy Senator from Missouri on his left (Mr. 
Linn] had said that, if pre-emption and graduation 
were refused, the public lands might be heli up 
antil they should be worth $30 per acre. True, 
this might happen; but then, on the other hand, the 
lands might be given away for nothing at all. The 
Senator said that, if thrown open, the lands would 
bring more money than if held up; and yet that 
they might be held -up until, instead cf bringing 
$1 25, they would bring $30 per acre. Both posi- 
nons certainly could not be true. 

There was no man who rejoiced more at the as- 
tonishing growth of the West, or who wondered 
more at the contemplation of it, than he did. His 
hearv’s most earnest desire had been gratified to 
witness the population of some of these States 
doubling itself in eight or ten years. But what was 
the practical effect of this whole state of things? If 
it was our true policy to build up the West, to 
fos'er by every proper means this young and rising 
empire, was it not cqually ovr policy to cast an eye 
toward the seaboard, and to preserve the old Sta'es 
of the Confederacy? And if so, what right hsd 
our Western brethren, ont of those States’ own pt- 
trimony, to offer a bounty for the purpose of drain- 
ing off their populaticn? What right had the Ge- 
neral Government to draw cff the population and 
resources of South Carolina that the West might 
spring up like the palace of Aladdia, or rise like 
an exhalation? This bill offered to all who would 
leave the worn out soil of Virginia or the Carolinas 
a positive bounty. It held out inducements to the 
young and enterprising to pour over the mountains, 
and build up an empire in the West, beyond even 
the rapidity of Nature. The Atlantic States were 
already drained. The lands cf South Carolina 
were already worn out by long use, while those of 
the West were fresh and new. New Hampshire 
was very much in the same condition. Her pepu- 
lation had forsaken her, and were to be found in the 
West. God forbid he should prevent the efforts of 
the young and the strong to beiter their condition. 
But were not the inducements to emigration already 
softiciently strong without superadding the force of 
rewards and bounties? Yet the privilege proposed 
by this bill was as much a bounty as if it had been 
offered in cash. Fle estimated it in that point of 
view. If the United States should sell Jand in or- 
der to give money, what was it but a system of re- 
wards and punishments?—of rewards to the new 
and risiug States, of punishments to the States 
which were to be devastated and drained. The old 
Staies had as much property in the public lands as 
the new; and yet it was proposed to take from the 
revenue they would bring, and give it as a bounty 
to those who shall go West. The bill would take 
money from him to give it to his neighbor, to in- 
duce him to leave Carolina and go into Arkansas 
cr Missouri. This was not fair; it was unequal; 
it was exclusive. 

Whetter the existing land system was in all re- 
spects correct or not, was a question on which he 
should notenter. Thus far, at least, ithad acted 
regularly and well. It had made Ohio. It had 
made Indiana. It had made I'lincis. It had made 
Missouri. It was making Michigan. It was msking 
Arkansas. It was fast making the West the great 
depository of political power. One census more 
would make the old S:ates but an appendage to the 
new—a mere fringe upon the border of the West- 
ern empire. Was not this encugh? Did Western 
gentlemen ask for more? Would they still insist 
upon hastening the prccess yet more by bills of 
bounty and privilege? He hoped not. If the 
United States title to the land was a grievance, it 
wasa grievance which the new States could not 
remove. No doubt it was held as a grievance that 
the Government should kold up the land at $1 25 
Granting it, however, to be an evil, it could not be 
avery great one where there was so much land of 
the first rate qualitiy. Taere might be some evils 
in the system; but let not the Senate, by one fell 
swoop, tear up and reverse the whole. 

It m ght be because he was passing the meridian 
of life, bat, from whatevercause, he certainly found 
a daily increasing tendency in hs mind to stop in 
past experience, to abide by what had been tried. 
Stare decisis. He was for adhering to that which 


had worked well, and not, in the mere insolence of- 


his cwn reason, for tearing up ‘and overturning © 
what had long been decided by the wisdom of those: 
who had gone before him. He turned frem mere 
theory, however fair and promising, to actual re- 
sults—to the verdict time hadgiven. ‘The proposed: 
plan held out magnificent results, but they were 
results merely in prospect. He preferred to’stand 
on what experience had proved, and was satisfied: 
with the results which proved the system, from” 
which they flowed, to be wise and beneficent. 
As to the distinction’ proposed in the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Kentueky, [Mr. Cart 
TENDEN,] by restricting the pre-emption privi- 
lege to the settler whose property does not ex- 
ceed $500, I am notincliced to adopt it, Tis object 
isto confine the benefitsof the bill to the poor man; 
but we are ali poor. In this country we all have to 
win our way to fortun- by the sweat of our brow. 
The primeval curse rests upen America as upon 
the restof the world. I am not disposed to legis- 
late for the poor. In.this free Republic we are all 
equal before the law, and when we are dispensing- 
the bounties of the Government, I do not think we ” 
have any right to segragate oue class alone as the 
ubjects of our beneficence. If we do it in favor of 
one class, we do it against another class; which ‘is 
utterly abhorrent to the -genius of all our. institu- 
tions. ‘the men who subdue our Western forests 
are a noble race; hardy, daring, full. of genterprise 
and courage., I admire their character. I rejoice 
in their success; but I tLink they have no elaim to” 
exclusive legislation, “While I look at them I must 
also have some regard to my own interests. What 
carries them to the West. A bold and enterpris- 
ing spirit. And who is it they seek to benefi? 
Me or mine. Not atall. They seek to benefit 
themse!ves, and they are right; but they are no 
more entitled to the patronage cf the Government 
thanIem. We both pursue our own interests, 
though in different lines of exertion, Our'stimula-. 
tion is to be found in the high rewards which this 
country holds out to every form of resolute enter ` 
prise. If we employ men to settle the public 
lands, we ought to pay them; but if they go for 
their own advantage, to that advantage they’ 
must look as the reward of. their efforts.’ Ir,’ 
indeed, we have in any case thrown special burdens 
upon them, the case is altered. It is said we have 
aecamulated an Indian foe upon their borders, and 
that this body of settlers present their bosoms as a 
rampart for cur protection; but whetein does their 
situation in this respect differ from that which has 
in succession been the early condition of all who 
setiled this country? Has not our whole wilder» 
ness been opened and settled under the gleam of 
the tomahawk? Did not our first settlers calculate 
on dangers when they penetrated the Western 
wild-? They braved those dangers, and they have 
found their reward. Bat it is said that if we ex- . 
pose them to Indian neighbers, we are bound in 
justice to guard them from the dangér we have 
crea‘ed, Admit it;and have we not guarded them? 
Have we made no military provision for their de- 
fence? When Black Hawk and his band invaded 
the frontier, did we stand with our hands folded 
and suffer their settlements to be ravaged? No; we 
sent them our Generals and our troops. We poured 
out without stint the treasure and the blood ofthe 
natien; and it was but our duty. I regard these 
Western settlers as children of the same common 
Government, as brothers in our great and wide 
family whom it is our pleasure and our pride to” 
cherish and protect. We have sent regiment after 
regiment; we have built fort after fort; and if we 
have exposed them to danger, we have at least ene 
deavored to shield them against it; not ` bul what, 
while I say this, I think that many. gentlemen are 
disposee to overrate thate danger. True, we have 
sent of the Indians from within the States,and some 
of these very settlers have got the richest of the 
land which the Indians left behind them. We have 
congregated their tribes upon our frontier; but how 
are they situated? On the one side are the settle- 
ments of the whites, the very States from which they 
have been expelled, full of an armed and hardy 
population, which is multiplying and. becoming 
more aad more dense from day to day. This is 
on one side offthem, and what is on the other? The 
poundless prairies of the West. A. land! of 
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primeval beauty, covered with herbage and roamed 
by countless multitudes of buffalo and deer, and 
whatever else can celight the eye and tempt the 
footstep, of the hunter.. Are their tendencies to- 
ward us, or toward.tbese vast and inviting hunting 
grounds? Will they be tempted to enter the bounds 
of Missouri and Arkansas, and rush upon the rifles 
of the settlers, and the beyonets of our troops, when 
the Camanchcs.and the Caddoes lie beyond them 
tothe West, whom they may. sweep.before them 
into. the Pacific? Ithink not. I think their native 
tendency lies manifestly westward. Still, with 
their uncertain and malignant temper, it is our duty 
to guard against all possible contingencies, and I 
am. willing and prepared to do it. 

He observed, iu conclasion, that his object in 
rising had only been to speak to the question of 
State rights, and not to discuss the bill. For one, 
he was as much di-posed to trust the regulation of 
the elective franchise to the Siates of this Confe- 
deracy as to the General Government; and he feit 
content to leave the whole subject where the Con- 

“stitution had placed it. 

Mr. ANDERSON of Tennessee rose to address 
the Senate, but yielded toa motion to adjonra | 
which prevailing— : 

. Phe Senate thereupon adjourned. , 7 | 


l Fripay, January 8, 1841. f 

The order of the day being the bill to establish |, 
a permanent prospective pre-emption system in |; 
favor of settlers on the public lands who shall in- 
habit and cultivate the same and raise a log cabin 
thereon; and the question being on the following 
amendment cflered Ly Mr. Prentiss, of Vermont, |! 

` as a substitute for the whole bill: ! 

“Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert 
the following: That every actual settler on any of 
the public lands, to which the Indian title has been 
extinguished, except such as are hereinafter re- 
served, being the head of a family, or over twen- || 
ty-one years of age, who was in possession and a 
housekeeper, by personal residence thereon, at the |} 
time of the passing of this act, and for four months 
next preceding, shall be entitled to a pre-emption 
in. the purchase of the land so settled upon, not 
exceeding one quarter seciion, at the minimum 
price now established by law.” 

Mr ANDERSON addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: o. 

Mir. Presivent: It is always with extreme re- 
luctance that 1 rise to trespass oa the attention of 
ike Senate, but: the great interest which this ques- 
tion has excited, and the deep feeling with which 
it will be received by our countrymen, aud espe- 
cially by those whom I have the honor, in part, to 
represent, will sufficiently justify me in the humble 
attempt I shall make to discharge what I believe 
to-be my duty upen the present occasion. 

The policy of the bili, of which alone I shall 
speak, without intending to rely, at present, upon 
its details, has been repeatedly recognised in the 
legislation of Tennessee, and har again and again 
received the sdhction of Congress in their disposi- 
tion of the public domain. The people of this 
country have always sympathised deeply with that 
hardy, industrious, and enterprising portion of 
their fellow-citizens, who go trom the respective 
States, to seek a solitary home in the great wilder- 
ness of the West, 

Sir, I feel the full weight of such considerations 
pressing upon me, and I -cannot repress the abrupt 
expression of my entire dissent from the views 
presented by gentlemen on the other side cf this 
House. 

H an enlightened foreigner had attended the pro- 
gress of this debate, he would have received the 
impression that this was a mere question. of 
finance... Following, by legitimate inference, the 
line of argument pursued by gentl:men on the 
other side, the question would have risen upon him, 
whether it was not an evil greatly to be appre- 
hended, that onr distant borders would be too soon |! 
oceupied by bold pioneers, and that tke vast wilds, 
which have now a scattered pepulation, might pre- 
maturely be formed into States, under the guidance 
of those industrious. cultivators of the soil. He 
would have listened in vain. to. understand, by this 
discussion, any great statesmanlike objecticns 


| ly, ia the great movement 
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which ought to be interposed against the rapid set- 
tlement of the far West. In vain might he at- 
tempt to trace any fact in-the history of the rise 
and progress of other nations that resembled the 
re trictive policy which so strikingly distinguishes 
the opposition to this measure. It is not to be 
found-in the action of the mother country towards 
us, at any period. It is not to be found in the cc- 
lonial history of the great nations who are now act- 
ing a conspicuous part in the affairs of the world. 
Ii is not to be found in the conduet of Great Bri- 
tain, either towards her present American pro- 
vinces, or her settlements in Asia or Africa. It is 
not to be found in the history of any of the nations 
of the earth whose territcrial extension was great, 
and whose borders needed protection, but on the 
contrary, the solicitude of every wise and patriotic 
Government has been to encourage. the progress of 
their population to their utmost extremities, to 
strengthen and consolidate those distant settlements, 
and teach the emigrant to feel that bis home there, 
however lonely, was sacred. The Roman empire 
planted not only fortresses, but backed them by 
colonies at a vast expense, upon her remote fron- 
tiers To her they were, as they must be to every 


; bation of the world similarly situated, not merely 


the keys of peace and of war, but the shield of de- 
fence. A wise people, looking at the relations of 
things, will appreciate the magnitude of such a po- 
licy by no present security so much as the possibi- 
lity of future danger. The existence of the first is 


_ one of the chief objects of government, as involving 


the whole question of prosperity; and to guard 


i against the latter, one of the grest principles of is 


administrative action. It is with this view, in part, 


: that England now seeks to settle by gratuilies her 


American lands. Texas—but the other day fount- 
ed by our own people—pursuing a wiser policy 


| than ourselves, offers the mst liberal rewards to 


those who will become her extizens, while we, at 
the centre of this great Republic, receiving the 


largest share of the benefits of the public expendi- 


tures, commencing at this point, and spreading 
almost exclusively upon the Northern Atlantie bor- 
ders—we, sir, in the midst of such considera‘ions, 
hear this question delibera'ely treated as one of 


; Mere finance, of pounds, shillings, and pence, 
; and a fit occasion to denounce the poor emi- 
grant, for daring to set his feot upcen the pub- 


lie soil, and that ke should be bold and impu- 
dent enough to erect a cabin to shelter his house- 
less head. 

Sir, I do not look upon this as a mere question 
of finance, but one of a far higher order, affecting 
deeply the happiness and prosperiiy of a mighty 
people, and the multitudes of exiles who will sock 
our land as an asylum from an iron oppression, 
that has risen and strengthened under the feudal 
subjection of a thousand years. I look, too, to this 
measure as only the programme to some system 
which must necessarily, in the end, take the anta- 
gonist position to the proposition heretofore made, 
to distribute among the respective States the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands. Both projects to which 
I refer must mainly stand or fall upon the same 
great principles. This, it is true, is not complete 
in the final disposition of the publie land, and does 
not postpone those vexed questions which must an- 
nually arise here, but it is at least a pioneer 
to some equitable system, which will most sure- 
of things, come 
sooner or later. That other system to which 
I allude, should be framed with a careful re- 
gard to the various interesis involved, and if 
practicable, at least possess the merit of a final ad- 
justment cf the subject. The present system, how- 
ever, which is proposed, ought not to alarm the fears 
of those who look sp-cially to the moneyed con- 
cerns of the country in connectizn with our public 
domain; for I do not entertain a doubt that it will 
rather add to than diminish the revenues of the 
Government. Taat whieh you will receive, and 
that which you will save in the course of fifty 
years, will advance far bevond the paltry millions 
which you can cast into the Treasury, by any nurs- 
ing policy for the benefit of the Siates respectively: 
I refer, sir, to the quantity of land you. will sell, 
and to the'aceumulation of-a massive population, 


upon a vastly extended and exposed frontier, whose 


presence may either-overawe to peace the naturally 
beiligerant savage, or check his bold and bloody 
incursions. f ; > 

I consider this measure, therefore, not likely to 
have any unfavorable financial effect, and as pre- 
senting the means of promoting the progress, and 
providing for the safety of a great nation. 

The bill proposes that every white person being , 
the head of a family, and every white msn over 
the age of eighteen, or widow whe shall make a 
settlement on any public Jand, and who shall inha- 
bit and improve them, and raise a log cabin or 
ohter dwelling thereon, shall be entitled toa pre. 
emption in the purchase of one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, at the minimum price of one dollar 
and twenty-five cents. It was attempted to amend 
this provision, by adding the condition, that theemi- 
grant who was worth more than five hundred dollars. 
should not be entiled to the right of pre- 
emption. A regret was expressed on yesterday 
that it had failed. Nothing, it seems. to me, 
could be more unjust and invidious than such 
a condition, and I rejoice that it has failed. Itis 
the enterprise, the industry, and the safety of the 
emigrant, without distinction of persons, which 
you seek to proiect against the unequal power of 
the speculator; and whether he is worth one dollar 
or five thousand, all those considerations apply 
with undiminished force to him, while he stands 
there as one more to be added to the living rampart, 
which is thus formed for the defence of the whole 
country. 

But, sir, what is thegreat policy of this measure? 
Thi. being settled, for good or for evil, determines 
of course the proper line of our action, Is it such 
as we heard it denounced to be on yesterday? It 
was then denominated a system of “privileges and . 
bounties!”—a system by which our magnificent 
domaia would be exhausted! Sir, what privikge, 
and what bounty? :.The privilege of buying land 
‘at the minimum price at which you have fixed it! 
The privilege and bounty of being preferred to the 
speculator! That privilege and that bounty to the 
you and the adventurous, which alone can make 
your publie domain most valuable! The privilege 
of entering a wilderness seven hundred miles from 
your seatof Government! A privilege, the natu- 
ral result, I might say the necessity, of having cast 
the Indians out of our borders! The privilege of 
assisting to fill your Treasury! This privilege you 
confer upon the undismayed adventurer, who goes 
forth from the land of his birth, and the home of 
his childhood, from friends, and kindred, and who: 
p'an's towns and cities where you would have to 
establish a cordon cf military posts. Sir, let it be 
remembered, these privileges and bounties fall from 
our hand upon the laborer, the farmer, and the 
pioneer, the great producing classes of the commu- 
nity, like summer. showers upon the parched earth! 
They are rare, but welcome. They are our only 
tender mercies cast upon them, like “angels” visiis, 
few and far between!” And shall the humble poor 
l-ok to usin vain? Shall we turn them from our 
door houseless and homeless, acd even forbid them 
to strike the axe, and rear their cabin in our vast and 
unoccupied forests? Has so soon a “change come 
o'er the spirit of the dream?” “but yesterday, and 
they could have stood against the world; now, none 
so poor to do them reverence!” Sir, I confess it 
struck me with peculiar force; it sounded strangely 
in my ears to hear from the other side of this 
Heu:e—from the party with whom we have so re- 
cently contendéd, this bill which so justly and fair- 
ly provides for the poor, the industrious, the enter- 
prising, the great producing classes of the commu- 
nity, denounced most bitterly, as a “bill. of privi- 
l- ges and bounties, of rewards and punishments.” 
I repeat, considering the scenes through which we 
have recently passed, end the quarter from whence 
this came, I was most profoundly astonished. It 
carries with it a practical commentary, which no 
ingenuity can escape, and which requires no elo- 
quence to illustrate or enforce. Sir, how soon has 
it been forgotten that those very, men for whom we 
are now legisiating, belong to that great agricul- 
tural mass who pursue the only unprotected occu- 
palicn in our country? How. soon has itbeen for- 
gotten that they are the. votérs -and the tax- 
payers, from whose bands are received. atl the 
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power, and from the sweat of whose brows flow all ! 
the sweets that luxurious wealih carefully gathers 
up ‘to cherish and inspire its collapsed excitement, 
to please its taste, and gratify its pride. 

But, sir, what sort of privilege is that which you 
give to the humble and unambitious emigrant to 
buy the little spot of earth upon which he seats 
himse.f, when compared with the privileges and 
bounties wi ich you bestow upon more highly favor- 
ed objects cfyour kindness? Thecontrast is strange, 
Marked and peculiarly distinguishing! The histo- 
ry of this country shows that we have just passed 
through a long succession of privileges and boun- 
ties to the manufacturer, of privileges and boun- 
ties to a great National Bank, and of privileges 
and bounties almost every where, except to the 
por and industrious farmer, who asks you to give 
him nothing but protection against the speculator— 
that the cabin which he rears to shelter the wife of 
his bosom, and the pledges of their love; may be sa- 
cred against the world! For that price you have set 
upon it; he only demands of you to let him be the 
purchaser! Toe very thought, however, of privi- 
leges and bounties to the honest and industrious 
cultivator of the soil, rouses up resistance and pro- 
vokes denunciation from those who have very late- 
ly professed to hold his interests very carefully and 
tonderly in the hollow of their hand! And how long, 
sir, will gentlemen pause—or will they pause at 
all under their keen sense of horror at these privi- 
leges of the husbandman, when they shall come to 
erecta vast Bank of the United States, with the 
highest prerogatives, and the largest privileges, or 
else-wnen they shall come to call into existence, as 
the head of a great banking league, some rotten, 
disjointed, prostrate and still sinking: institution, 
whose privileges have been corrupt and boundless, 
* as her power has been abused and uncontrolled? 
All this will not shock the lively sensibilities of 
gentlemen! Toat banker, and that banking in- 
stitution will with ease gather wealth, and 
grasp a thousand landed titles, and even as- 
pire to guide and master the political cur- 
rent of events, and they are advocated upon 
the high public considerations of promoting the ge- 
neral welfare, whi'e the humble laborer, utterly de- 
nounced, seeks but a home, and, “remote and un- 
friended,” pursuing “the noiseless tenor of bis way,” 
he forms; one of the millions on the strength of 
whose arm, and the courage and patriotism of 
whose heart, depends the safety of the Republic. Is 
there nothing of. the public welfare that belongs to 
tre destiny of that man? This one of the million? 
And shall not the voice of kindness be raised here 
to cheer his onward course, and the hand of a wise 
policy be extended to protect his lonely habitation? 

But, sir, this prospective pre-emption, as I have 
stated, was also denounced as a system of rewards 
and punishments, applied between the Atlantic and 
the West. The citizen of the neglected Atlantic 
was described as being left to pursue his obscure 
path unkncwn, and unregarded by the Govein- 
ment, while the man of the far West rioted in the 
pursuit of the wild game of the prairies, and had 
superadded to his pleasures the highest legislative 
rewards. The great landed domain has -been held 
up as ‘that patrimony of the old States of which 
they have been gradually stripped by a similar le» 
gislation, and of which we seemed now to be in the 
attitude of ultimately depriving them, for the bene- 
fit of amore favored region. The bamlets, the 
towns, the cities, ihe vast spreading population of 
the West, has been grouped in graphic pictures to 
impress’ more strikingly upon our minds how we 
have ‘built them by our legislation, and fostered 
them by our patronage. These have been 
called the rewards to the West. In contrast 
with tbis, and over which the sensitive and 
sympathizing can scarcely refram a tear, 
we have the neglected condition of the Ai- 
lantic Sates painted with a fervid pencil and a 
filial hand. Their old fields covered with the growth 
of the pine, their villages decayed, their houses de- 
serted, and their citizens gone. Who, sir, but would 
mourn over desolation like this? would weep to 
witness the infliction of sucha punishment? There 
is nothing, perhaps, which more powerfully appeals 
to the sympathy of the human heart than the nar- | 


tative of the misfortunes of those who have passed | 
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from the highest tide of prosperity to obsure want. 
But that the impression may sink deep and lasting- 
ly, the picture must be just? A mistake in this is 
fatal. It will chill your charity, asd dry your 
tears. How, then, does this work of the imagina- 
tion contrast with all that meets your eye through- 
out the bread Northern Atlantic States? They 
have advanced in their population, augmented their 
commerce, improved and increased their agricul- 
ture, adorned and extended their cities, founded 
new seats of learning, revived those whose decayisg 
Lights were going out, and added witha most unexam- 
pled rapidity to the private wealth of individuals, 
the progtess of the arts and sciences, the building 
of roads, the opening of canals, and the laying of 
railways, until they have extinguished space, and 
almost condensed their cities to a unit. In all this 
the broad hand of prosperity has made its deep 
and indelible impress. ‘This forms a small part of 
the punishments inflicted upon the Atlantic States by 
the disposition of the public lands. 

Bat, Mr. President, let us inquire, for a moment, 
into this sysiem of rewards and punishments, 
which has excited so much denunciation. I do not 
mean to utter any thing unkind, or invidious, or in 
the spirit of complaint, but in the right of rejoicder. 
I may be permitted to contrast the action of this 
Government in regard to the two grand divisions of 
the country—the AUantie, o» the one side, and the 
interior on the other. I think it requires no great 
mental effort to perceive that there is sound philo- 
sophy in the parallel, that this division in the Re- 
public of two great sections has a, necessary exist- 
ence in their natural position. Itis the history of 
all governments, and wherever they have had du- 
rability it has been by the action and reaction of 
balances established by natural causes, and pre- 
served by a skillful administrative policy. In the 
West we have lands. We therefore want men; 
and men and lands constiinte the greatness of our 
position, and from which, as a resource, we may 
build up a flourishing country. In the progress of 
industry this is a necessary consequence. It is not 
more natural in us, therefore, to ask you to do that 
in regard to the public lands which will benefit and 
protect the laboring settler, than it is wise in you 
to grant the demand, beeanse it will, in the end, 
promote a common prosperity. Such, sir, is the 
true “head and front” of the whole system of re- 
wards to the West! But not merely to balance 
this for the past, the present, and through all fature 
time, has it never occurred to you that for all the 
purposes of taxation and expenditure, ours isa 
Northern Atlantic Government, and those States 
are, have been, and most probably will con- 
tinue to be, the great recipients of the mass 
of the public expenditures. The difference 
between us is that we of the interior are tax- 
payers, but not receivers of the great body of the 
appropriations. In the Atlantic they are tax-pay- 
ers and reecivers too, and their industry is actually 
stimulated by that which they consume, because ths 
premium at which they are permitted to do it is 
returned into their hands, cither for the products of 
their soil, or their ski!l in manufactures. Thus the 
system of punishments proceeds. It isin the At- 
lantic States that you have erected your 
most costly palaces and public works; your 
custom-houses, and light-houses; and, added 
to all these, you have improved their harbors. I 
repeat, sir, Ido not speak in the spirit of dissatis- 
faction, but of justice. Our brethren of the North- 
em Atlantic do but enjoy their position, perhaps 
with no greater tendency to the monopoly of ail 
the moneyed favors of the Government than is na- 
tural to man where his stigh‘est caprice has been 
respected, and all bis wishes indulged. These men 
fur whom we ask your proteciion against the spe- 
culator, are both tax-payers and land-buyers at 
yourown pricc—and for all ihis we inflict a punish- 
ment upon the old States, by building our ships 
there when they might be constructed on the wae 
ters of the Mississippi. We purchase there almost 
all our naval and military stores, when they might 
be obtained in the West. In the manufacture of 
fire arms, and all the munitions of war, Tennessee 
and Missouri can offer facilities not to be excelled 
in any part of the world; but in the harshness of 
our severity, we punish our friends and fellow-citi- 


zens of the Atlantic, by the manufacture of” these 
articles within their borders, that their raw mate~ 
rial may be used instead of ours, their skill’ émi- 
ployed, and their provisions consumed. ~-We-have 
punished them by giving to the deaf ahd ‘daub - 
asylum of Connecticut a township of land—and of 
the millions appropriated for the support’ of’ our 
Government, more than: five-sixths are expended 
in the Northern Atlantic States. Above all, ‘we 
punish them by expending every surplus dollar we 
make in their ports. No matter how it comes, 
whether from the teil of the miner or the plough. 
map, the hardy trapper or the trader of Santa Fe, 
the wealthy merchant and the manufacturer of the 
North gather within the year the hard earhings of 
of the whole West. But, sir, I oughtto add that 
other, and that last punishment which we inflict 
upon them, and from which, like the rewards they be- 
stow on us, we all derive a comm benifit: We 
punish them by seeking to improve that proud and 
glorious navy which protects them in war, and 
enriches them in peace. 

This is a hasty review of the punishments inflic’- 
ed upon the Northern Atlantis, peculiarly; and ‘it’ 
must be admitted they are at least gentle and teni 
der. Inretarn, sir, though you may call them by- 
the name of rewards, give to us similar punish- 
ments—so gentle, so kind, so modest, so tender! 
That is, sir, let us have the advantages of our po». 
sition—of land and men—-as yoa have the advan» 
tages of your position; and do not seek to become 
a great land merchant, holding up your merchan- 
dise for higher prices, or fretting over the appre« 
hension of the loss of a few cent. It is notde+ 
manded by your obligations—it is unsuited to the 
greatness of your policy. ` 

Let us hrar no more, then, of “privileges and 
bounties,” of “rewards and punishments,” or of 
the obscurity of the man of the Atlantic, while that 
gilded coach parades yonder city, and that hamb'e 
laborer delves in the soil of the far West, and while 
that banker has been, or is to be, made yet more 
than a millionaire, with potent privileges, ihat 
princes might envy, while that lonely emigrant asks 
leave to pay, from the labor of his hands, the price 
you have fixed upon the little spot of earth where 
he-has reared his log cabin, and placed ia it, as its. 
queen, the wife of his bosom, the partner of his 
peri!s and his toils. i f 

Jn one word, bestow upon the men of the West 
who shall go there, those kind, those gentle, and 
those tender punishments which we bestow upon 
the Northern Adantic. Give us, I repeat, the ad- 
van'ages of our position, as We give to you the ad- 
vantages of yours, and do itnot grudgingly. `` 

Mr. President, I now turn to what was done for 
the French settlers and Polish exiles, as adyerted 
to in the course of this debate. Ibad the laws. br- 
fore me atthe moment they were referred to, but 
I confess my mind took a very different directicn 
from what appeared to be to be the opinion on the 
other side of this House. From the legalargumert 
which was made by one gentleman, I had at first 
inferred that we would have received some addi- 
tional aid in the support of this question.. But, 
sir, I little expected that the charity which induezd 
Senators to vote a township of land, atthe mini- 
mum price, and acredit of tea years to the unfor- 
tunate Polish exiles, would so soon have given way 
when a less gracious deed was to be done to our 
own citizens, mingled it might be with the few. who 
who should seek to escape [rom the oppressions” of 
foreign despotism. In that very vote, which Tnow 
have before me, arethe names of many Senators 
who are now honored by seats upon this floor, and 
gave to that measure their sancion. Id) not, sir, 
mean to find fault with ihat privilege and bounty act, 
nor with the punishment it must have inflicted upon 
the Atlantic, if the position be true, ‘ag taken in 
this debate, that this bill is one of punishments to 
the AtlanticStates! That at required no declara- 
tion of their iatention to become ci izens, nor have 
your land Jaws ever required such a proceeding on 
the part of the pureliasers,of whatever country they 

ight be. Hither the charity to those exiles was wrong 
then, or less charity to our own citizens,and'to fore ‘ga- 
ers generally, the men. of log cabins, is right now! 
There is no escape from this cofclusion!’ As far 
as the question of any declaration of citizenship is 
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involved, the policy of our law, as well as that 
more recent act of this august body, was doubt'ess 
founded upon the very rational presumption that 
foreigners who. seek an asylum in our country 
would come as the natural enemies of tyranny, I 
am not unmindful of what I cay. Tae principle 
which embraces the one completely covers the other, 
Iċ is in vain to refer to poor, unhappy, dismember- 
ed, prostrate, and ruined Poland, rent asunder and 
trampled in the dust. by the Autocrat of Russia, as 
sending forth upon us higher claims, in the persons 
of her exiles, than other emigrants from every op- 
pressive despotism of Europe. Nor do I agree with 
the suggestion made, that emigrant foreigners, who 
find here our outstretched arms, secretly retain their 
early prejudices in favor of kings and princes. 
This might apply to the titled exile, but not to that 
laborer who fled to us for the protection of our 
laws, and the enjoyment of our liberties. He has 
no sympathy with power. The iron of resistance 
and of hatred has entered deep into his heart against 
the titular nobleman before whom he was com 
pelled to bow, and against that king who bad ruled 
im with a despol’s rod. From the moment that 
he set his foot upon your shores, and beheld that 
, glorious banner that waves above the dome of this 
Capitol, his allegiance to the land of his adoption 
entered into his heart, as a fixed principle, faithfully 
and forever; and when he fells the first tree of the 
far West, and treads upon the soil he can proudly 
call his own, an invading foe could only strike 
down the standard cf liberty by passing over his 
dead or dying body. 

Sir, why should not snch men as those, as they 
have for more than forty years, mingle in the pur- 
chase of your lands; and if we could vote a town- 
ship of land to the exiles of Poland, at a credit of 
ten years, and the lowest price, why not Jet our 
own countrymen enter the Jand. for prompt psy- 
meni? Why, too, sir, should we for the first time 
introduce odious exceptions in 1eference to aliens, 
never resorted to in all our legislation upon this 
subject? Sir, the poor cf every land are the same. 
They are the lovers of liberty wherever you find 
them, because they have been made to taste the 
biter cup of degradation. You have nothing to 
fear from such men! Such were the sires of 
that pepulation which filled cur victorious armies 
in the Revolutionary struggle. But, sir, we voted 
Jo the French setWers four townships of lard, at a 
creditof fourteen years, for the minimum price, 
without exacting any condition of naturalization. 
The possession and occupancy of land seems to 
imply in our legislatiun that this act will follow as 
a matter of choice on the part of the individua’, 
Any interposition at this day is obviously unne- 
cessary, when no ‘inconvenience has ever arisen 
from the present stale of our laws, 

: : The importance which kas been given to this 
part of the subject, bas induced me to call ihe at- 
tention of the Senate to the special legislation which 
we have made in those eases, without deeming it 
necessary to al er our general rules, in the slightest 
particular. Sir, Lam fully sensible of what may 
be said for Poland, the country of Kesciusko and 
, of Pulaski-—a country which seemed destined, at 
one period of her history, to take the lead of all the 
continent of Eurcpe in the march of the right of 
suffrage, and the equality of liberty, when her three 
hundred thousand men were ars:mbled on the 
plaios of Warsaw, and the negative of a single in- 
dividual would have decided the power of ber ruler. 
I never can forget she has a hero whose bones 
sleep in this land, consecrated by bis blood; and, 
sir, E should, if I had had the bonor of a seat upon 
this floor then, received the per'shizg exiles from 
her ruin with a generous heart and an open hand. 
But, sir, fo what despotism in Europe can you not 
turn and behold like oppressions, and when the 
vietim who has jong writhed beneath the tyrant’s 
rasp escapes to this happy land, will you begin now 
for the first time, to doukt his sincerity, and to place 
hint ünder hitherto unknown exceptions? 
_ Sir, for.one, in the sense in which all our institu- 
tions haye been a proclamation to the world, and 
in conformity with your. long established policy*if 
the silence of the Jaw in relation toaliens be a like 
proclamatioa, let them come and mingle with our 
people, and partake of the joys and the blessings of 
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liberty. The only impress of despotism they will 
-bring with them, will be that hatred of it which has 
been indelibly stamped upen their hearts. It is 
now too late, with our success and our experience, 
and the past sanctions of our law, to. enter upon 
the first ect of proscription of the foreign emi- 
grant, 

Mr. President, I regretted exceedingly to hear it 
intimated upon this floor, by some of those who be- 
long to the recently triumphant party, that the set- 
tlers upon the public lands ought to be removed by 

Iti; true, sir, that in some sense they are 
trespassers, but without disturbing the public peace. 
By the very act of occupancy which has been here 
denounced, they add to the value of our national 
domain. If the desiga of such settlement was to 
prepare the way for asking the land as a gift, there 
weuld be some plausibility for the denunciation. 
But the first wish and the highest expectation cf the 
settler is to become the purchaser. It is in the very 
philosophy of things, in a country like ours, whose 
free institutions awaken and bear up the spirit cf 
aspiration from the humble hut, as well as the 
lofty palace, that the poor man, surrounded 
by his wife and his children, and animated 
by a holy love of those endeared objects, with 
a pure conscience and a. resolved purpose, 
relying upon his own unassisted arm, should go 
forth to the wilds of the far West to improve 
his fortunes, and confirm his personal independ- 
ence. Ha meets, there, men like himself, who have 
entered upon that new experiment with the same 
ardeat hopes and lively expectations. A common 
lot, and common sufferings, band these settlers to- 
gether, and they love each otber next to those whom 
God hath specially committed to their charge! 
Such, sir, are the men whom it is proposed to drive 
from their homes! Whence, sir, and whither, 
would you march an army? What part of the 
broad territory of the West would it traverse in or- 
der to reach the point of attack? I tell you public 
opinion would drive back your cohorts, and the 
man who should attempt such a measure is not’ so 
high but that same public opinion would drag him 
to the dust with seorn and indignation! My 
friend from Missouri [Mr. Linn] was right—the 
deed can never be done! 

Mr. President, there was another view of this 
subject taken by gentlemen on the other side with 
which Ido not concur. It has been said that there 
was no danger to be apprehended on our extended 
Western frontier. The twenty-six thousand In- 
dian warriors whom our policy has assembled 
there, it has been said, are perfectly harmless, and 
that, instead of directing their arms against us, th: y 
will sweep California This bas been said in an- 
swer to the argument that this bill should pass in 
order to induce emigration to our most remote bor- 
ders. I confess, sir, in this aspect of the subject I 
look upon it as presenting some of the most imposing 
questions which can occupy the attention of the 
American statesman. If we attempt to consider it 
asa subject of finance only, we carry it far below 
the standard to which it advances in the great scale 
of our interests, It is almost, sir, next in magni- 
tude to the question of peace or war. Llook upon 
its failure, if it is to be followed by the prevention 
of setllements on the pubiic lands, as pregnant with 
vastand unknown mischiefs, and its success as 
certainly to be the ultimate means of procuring 
safety and profeciion toa long line of inland and 
undefended frontier, which cannot, in any other 


way, be secured against the invasion of the sa- . 


vage. If, however, the love of money must pre 
vail, I entreat gentlemen to look through the rapid 
and protracted march of events it will produce, and 
when they have subjected the measure to the test of 
practical serutiny, it will be found to be the most 
profitable scheme for the sale of the public lands 
that has ever yet been devised. "When they caleu- 
late the differenec2 between the interest on the 
amount of moneys which would be received under 
the old system, at particular periods, extending for 
more than fifty years, and that sum which would be 
realized by prompt and rapid sales under this law, 
I think it must be séen there would be litle reason 
in a financial aspect to resist its passege. 

Bat as a measure of policy, by which settlements 
will be invited to your most remote borders, along 


which you shall form a living and massive rampart 
of bold and hardy men, its importance can only be 
estimated hy a review of the actual condition of 
our frontier; the relations between us and the hun- 
dred Indian tribes who hover like a storm upon our 
Western horizon, and the great in‘erests of the civi- 
lized world, which in the adjustment of its balances 
may finally precipitate upon us the mightiest power 
of the earth. ‘The proposition is startling and im- 
posing, but not more startling than trne. 

Sir, how is it hat we can assume the fact that 
the Indian tribes are harmless? The history of our 
country, passing from its first settlement through the 
war of the Revolution, and the second war of inde- 
pendence, is replete with contradictary evidence to 
any such supposition. Peace! Peace! Security 
with the Indian! Ivis but adream! He but re- 
poses for a season in the enjoyment of your favors 
until that day shall arrive when he flashes with the 
hope of blood and revenge. The recollection of 
the injuries you have inflicted—the lands you have 
taken—the wounded pride you have humbled, the 
very tribute under which you have placed him, 
keeps the fire of hatred unquenched, and fiercely 
burning in his bosom! He will receive your gifts, 
extend his hand for your annuities, but instead of 
turning his face upon the b'eak passes of the Rocky 
Mountains, and descending upon the coast of Cali- 
fornia, he will patiently await the period, when 
events, guided by the potent hand of his old ally, 
shall call him to the war-path and the battle field. 
He will thea remember, not your bounties, but 
your triumphs, and he will prepare, in a more for- 
midable shape than at any former period, for unit- 
ing his kindred tribes in one solid league against 
your frontier brethren, The annuities which you 
so bountifully bestow upon them exert but a friend- 
ly influence, where no other more powerful agency 
is brought to act upon their councils. Their civi- 
lization too, in which some of them, at least, are 
rapidly advancing, is but the instrament of remov- 
ing the barriers between you and them in your 
more social relaticns, but cannot at its present 
stage bave any influence upon a question of war, 
which is the natural element of the Indian, His 
daily pursuits of the wild game of the forest or the 
prairie, is but the inspiring mimicry of war, and so 
in the midst of peace, the habit (the controlling power 
of man after all) is kept fresh, inspired and vigo. 
rous We have, sir, an illustration of what I say 
in cne of the most memorable and graphic inci- 
dents of Indian history. At the commencement 
of our last war with Great Britain, we were pay- 
ing to the Indian tribes ample annuities. The 
Creek, the most powerful of his kindred, shared 
largely of our bounty, but it had no repress- 
ing feet upon his hostile spirit. That intre- 
pid man, whom jou, Mr. President, met in 
that battle field which has given immortal 
hovor to the living and the dead, joined them 
in their national councils, and turned- their 
love of peace to the fierce spirit of war. It was 
no: the witchery of his eloquence, but, sir, the 
witchery of their passions! Their love of war! 
Their hatred of the border man! He went forth 
as the ally andthe agentof a great power, and 
some kindred spirit of his will be found to act the 
same part, with the consolida'ed Indian tribes, in 
the future drama of the frontier, whenever suffi- 
ciently active and skilful appliances are brought 
home to their prejadices, their habits, and their 
passions, 

Bat, Mr. President, I consider the question of 
danger upon our extended Western frontier, which 
has been treated as uiterly illusory, as having its 
origin in the present progress of international 
events which no skill can avoid, and no human 
arm can stay. I refer, sir, to the relations between 
ourselves and Great Britain. I refer to her inte- 
resis, the position she occupies in the affairs of 
mankind, and the power which sooner or later she 
will be called on to exert. 

I do not wish to be misunderstood. I concur 
most fully in the opinions expressed by my friend 
from Missouri [Mra Lins] in the debate of this 
morning, upon another subject, in which he advert- 
ed to the action of that Government towards. us. 
He expressed his opinion that, fer the present, she 
had no designs of a hostile character; but while this 
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was apparent, she was not the less earnestly engaged 
in pushing her settlements to every point of our paei- 
fic territory, from the waters of the Oregon to Cali- 
fornia; and for the peculiar purposes of her fur 
trade, and other ulterior objects, not yet develeped, 
she had extended her laws to every portion of the 
West, even where we held the right of eminent do- 
main, within the Indian possessions. 
Sir, there is no movement of the British Govern- 
went in regard to ourselves which is not marked 
by a wise and careful locking forward to the fu- 
ture; and no man can have given a profound at- 
tention to her history, without perceiving that her 
position is intrinsically difficult and great. For the 
present, she prefers our friendship, and needs the 
moral countenance of every disinterested people of 
Christendom, It is entirely reasonable to suppose 
that her able statesmen understand Her complicated 
relations, and the intricate line of action she has to 
pursue in the present pressing and maturing affairs 
of the world; and nothing short of a stupid diplo- 
matic blunder, joined to bad temper, could possibly 
involve us now in a war, when itis the obvious in- 
terest and the desire of both to maintain peace. I 
do not mean by this that Great Britain is anxious 
to expedi‘e the adjustment of our differences; but 
the questions which present themselves on the sur- 
face of our intercourse, are not those upon 
which she is disposed, at present, to take on 
amy very high excitement. It is most pro- 
bable she would prefer to leave them open to 
the accession of other causes, until the time 
and the occasion shall be ripe fer her to as- 
sume a very different attitude. Without intending 
to trace the motives of her future action, it is plain 
that, althongh we may have peace with her for ten, 
or perchance fifteen years, which, however, I think, 
pretracts the supposition beyond the probability, we 
may confidently expect that our commerce and na- 
vigation will interpose such rival intere:ts to her 
progress in every quarter of the globe, which is 
made accessible to our ioterprise, that she will then 
be ready to invent the ways and means to hasten 
the conflict. At present she is occupied with 
watching a nearer ard more formidable power—a 
power made so by herself, in the height of her pre: 
judice, and the violence of her passion. The mo- 
ment she stru. k the falchion from the hand of the 
Gaelic Cæsar, and plucked from his brow the iron 
crown of Lombardy, she felt and perceived her er- 
ror, and hastened to adjust herself to the move- 
ments of that other rival dominion, which rose un- 
matched, as that ascendant genius sunk beneath 
the horizon. lt is now more than twenty years 
since thal remarkable event, and the Autocrat of 
Russia, pursuing the unavowed end of a profound 
policy, and with signal success passing onward 
from his frozen region to the East and the South, 
bas transferred the question of the balance of 
power from the old seat of its adjustment in En~ 
rope, to Asia and Africa. In this grand drama, 
England is cast as an actor having the deepest 
stake and greatest agency, and she is preparing to 
play her part with an energy that never tires, and 
a wisdom that never forsakes her. Of her final 
triumph in any great struggle like this with Euro- 
pean nations, I have not the slightest doubt; and if, 
in the progress of events, it shall become necessary, 
she will dictate the terms of peace in the plains of 
Anatolia, and with one foot planted in Egypt, and 
the other in China, flashed with conquest, and pos- 
sessing an empire upon which the tun in bis wide 
career never sets, she will present herself in the full 
panoply of war, not only as she now is, the most 
formidable power of the world—but our most for- 
midable rival of the world. It is in thatattitude of 
things that Í contemplate the rival destinies between 
England and ourselves! It is a conflict that is fixed 
and inevitable, unless the spirit of justice and for- 
bearance, and of kindred feeling, which, Heaven 
send, shall prevail in the mutual councils of these 
nations. And, Mr. President, humble and incon- 
siderable as this measure may be in contrast with 
such mighty events, it can be made to form a great 
and leadivg link in the defence which you wll 
be called on to make in that great contest! 
What, in that event, is to’ prevent England 
„passing from Asia to the Pacific ecast, and crossing 
the Rocky mountains to precipitate an allied army 


of disciplined veterans, and enraged Indians upon 
your Western borders. Sir, it is no impracticable 
undertaking to a power possessing the position and 
the means of Great Britain.. The resources to sup- 
ply an army in the country to be penetrated, are in- 
exaaustible. That movement would be met by a 
correspondent line of action cn the part of the 
British Fur Companies, in order to bring into ree 
quisition, every Indian warrior beyond the Mis- 
sissispi. Let us not forget that Great Britain has 
already ber standard at. the mouth of the 
Oregon, as if the spirit of prophecy was upon her! 
And shall we hesitate upon a line of policy to 
which we are bound, as well from the danger that 
has sprung from our own hand, as by those which 
musi fcllow from the natural course of events? 
Shall we hesitate upon a line of policy, which, if it 
prevailed no where elss, we are solemnly bound to 
establish upon that Western frontier! The Indians 
are in a concentrated body there, by our act, and 
England occupies the Oregon by our connivance! 

Such, sir, is the answer I have to make to those 
who think there is no danger upon cur Western 
frontier, and such are the views I entertain in re- 
gard to this question, and whether considered as 
affecting the private happiness of individuals, or 
the public prosperity of the country, it seems to 
mea wise forecast demands of us the passage of 
this measure. The time will come, I bave no 
doubt, when all individual opinion will give way to 
the progress of events, and I humbly trust, that 
our legislation will be such, that those who come 
after vs will find reason to rejoice that the policy 
we now propose has fulfilled the just and ample 
expectations of its advocates—the poor and the in- 
dustrious befriended, and the publie prosperity pro- 
moted. 


The following remarks were submitted by Mr. 
Prentiss when the above bill was under conside- 
ration on Monday, the 4th instant. 

Mr. PRENTISS said he d.d not intend to enter 
at all into the general policy of pre-emption laws. 
He deemed it altogether unnecessary to do so, br- 
cause that question had been discussed at length, 
and very fully, on former occasions, and every 
member must have made up his mind decisively 
upon it. His object was merely to state, and bring 
distinctly to the notice of the Senate, the main par- 
ticulars which distinguished this bill from all other 
laws which had been passed upon the subject, and 
which, in his opinion, rendered it singularly and 
exceedingly objectionable. 

It was well known that he had not looked npon 
preemption laws with much favor; thathe had 
been opposed to the whole system, and had uni- 
tormly voted against every bill of the kind, believ- 
ing, ashe did, that the system was wrong in prin- 
ciple, unsound in policy, and incompatible with the 
public interest, as wellas with every considera- 
lion of justice. But if he had entertained a difer- 
entopinion,azd had given his assent to the laws 
whieh had beea previously passed, be could not be 
prevailed upoa toyield his support to a mea- 
sure ofso extraordinary a character as the present 
one. 

The first and most essential particular (said Mr. 
P.) which distinguished this bill from all former 
laws was, that it was prospective and permanent, 
holding ont an invitation to persons from all quar- 
ters of the world to settle upon the public lands, 
and toendure for all time to come. The laws here- 
tofore enacted had been entirely retrospective in 
their cperation, confined to cases of past settlement, 
and had professedly held out no encouragement to 
fature intrusions upon the public domain. Mr. P. 
wished to know whether the Senate wes prepared 
to depart from the policy hitherto invariably acted 
upon, and to carry it to the extraordinary extent 
contemplated by this bill. For cne, he must say 
that he was unwilling to make the public lands an 
object of scramble and plunder, not only by our 
own cilizens, but by aliens and foreigners. 

Former laws had been framed in such a way as 
to guard against frauds, and tc effectuate the pro- 
fessed intention of the laws. The act of 1838 de- 


fined what should constitute a settlement. It re- 


quired a possession by personal residence on the | 


fe r 


lang at the time ef passing the act, and fer four | 


i 


months next preceding, ‘The present-bill gave'the 

right of pre emption, generally, to all persons who ` 
should “inhabit and improve thè land, and raise a log - 
cabin thereon,” without specifying, what “should . 
amount toan inhabitancy or improvement, or COn- 
taining any limitation as to the extent of the im- 
provement or the duration of the inbabitancy. The 
bill, in this respect, was extremely vague and inde- 
finite; and it was difficult to perceive what there 
was to preveat any one who should erect a tenipo» 
rary cabin, plant perhaps a rod.or two of ground, 
and camp upon it a week or so, from securing to 
himself a title to the exclusion of all ohers. ‘It 
was obvious that the facilities to fraud would. be 
great; and it required no uncommon discernment 
to see tbat speculators and jobbers, rather. than 
bona side actual settlers, would receive the princi- 
pal benefits of such very liberal legislation. Slight - 
acts of settlement would answer the purpose, and 
nothing would be ezsier than for capitalists, men of 
wea} h, to plant hordes of squatters upon the pub- 

Le lands, one here and another there, and in that 

way monopolize to themselves the choicest and 
most valuable tracts in the whole extent of the ptb- 


He domain. The last pre-emption law which had 


been passed was carefully guarded in this ‘particu. 
lar. It required from. every person claiming the 
benefit of the law an affidavit that he entered upon 
the land exclusively for his own use and benefit, and 
not for the use or benefit of any other person, and 
that he had not agreed. or contracted, directly. or 
indirectly, to convey or transfer it to any: other per- 
son. The present bill contained no provision of 
that sort, or iodeed any security whatever against 
abuses, but left the way cepen and unobstracted to 
the practice «f the most extended fraud and specu- 
lation, It was further to be observed that. there 
was o limitation as to the time of payment for the 
land, and the settler might hold and enjoy his right 
to it not only for many years, under a credit with- 
ont interest, but it might be for an indefinite period 
oftime. The interests of the United States were 
not properly or sufficiently secured in several other, 
respects which might be mentioned, but it was hard- 
ly worth while to go further into details. 

The bill (Mr. P, said) was a measure, in his 
view, of a new and. very extraordinary character. 
It was not only prozpective and permanent, but most 
exiensive in its operation. It covered the whole 
public domain. It extended to lands surveyed and 
unsurveycd. lt exposed the richest portions of 
any and all to be picked and selected, to be seized 
upon and taken up,at the inconsiderable price of a 
dollar and a quarter aa acre, as well to gratify the 
avarice and cupidity of grecdy, rapacious specu- 
lators, as to satisfy the wants of the needy but hard 
laboring and meritorious cultivator. It would su- 
persede and put an end to the whole land system; a 
system almost coevel with the Government, which 
had been in successful operation nearly kalfa cen- 
tury, had been tested and approved by long expe- 
rience, and the beneficial effects of which had been 
seen and felt by all. To a measure of such tre- 
mendous import, involving consequences so much 
at variance with public policy, so seriously affect- 
ing one of the great interests of the country,-Mr. 
P. would repeat, he could not give bis assent. 


Monpay, January 11, 1841. Fj 
The question being upon the insiructions, more 
by Mr. CRITTENDEN, as follows: 


Resolved, That the bill be recommitted to the committee 
that reported it, with instructions to report amendments thereto 
to the following effect: s A 

ist. To distribute the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the several States of the Union in just and equitable pro- 

yoruions. 3 
} 24. To grant to actual bona fide settlers upon the public 
lands the right of pre-emption, to any‘quanulty thereof notex. 
ceeding one half section, or 320 acres, including place of set. 
tlement, atthe minimum price of $1 25 per acre, with such 
provisions ag shall limit this right of settlement and pre-emp: 
tion to actual bona fide settlers whose. estate at the time of set. 
tlement shall rot exceed the value: of $1,000: and further 
with such provisions as shall effectually exclude the wealthie: 
speculators from all benefits under ‘this law, and shall preven 
them from interfering with, or participating in, the privilege: 
and right of settlement and pre-emption which are hereb; 
granted and intended for the sole advantage of the needy an: 
honest settlers and cultivators of the soil, 


-Mr, CRITTENDEN addressed ihe Senate ir 
reference to the instructions he had moved. - Hi 
said hs could deelare, with great candor, that hr 
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had not made the motion’ to recommit with any exe 
pectation of delaying the- Senate’ in. its aciion. on 
the bill; and was-not-a litle surprised at the unex- 
pected effect ofthat. motion on the temper of a 
‘portion. of the Senate. It had not been his wish 
that the iestraetions with which be had accompa- 
nied his motion-should have given rise to so- much 
discussion as had occurred. The proposition was 
a- perfectly plaing one; it spoke for itself. He 
would.consent:io voie for allowing the bona fide set- 
terto have his land at the minimum price, free 
fromthe «interference of the wealthy speculator, 
and therefore he proposed so to amend the bill as 
to:confine.its operation to the man who could make 
oath-that his whole property did not exceed the 
value of $1,000. He would go for a pre-emption 
law-if gentlemen would consent to unite with it 
the distribution principle. 

Mr. BENTON made some remarks in reply, 
which were given in our paper of the 12h instant. 
oMr. MANGUM. of Norh Carolina said he was 
far from ‘concurring with the honorable Senator 
(Mr. Bewron] in the opinion that there was any 
incongruity between the bill under consideration, 
and the proposed amendment; and. far less did he 
‘coneur in the justice or the propriety of denonnc- 
ing the amendment as monstrous, as an unfair 
made of assault, as, in short, an enormity. ‘The 
trath is; (said Mr..M.) there isno one «ho lcoks 
athe various movements. which are made in rela- 
tion:to the public lands, aad the various questions 
which. come up hé.e, that does not perceive that a 
consideration of one of them necessarily and pro- 
perly calls up the consideration of all the rival and 
alternative propositions, — 

Axs:to the pre-emption bill now before the Senate, 
itis impossible to form a just estimate of i', and 
come to right conclusions, unless we consider it m 
connection with all the other measures of its 
friends—unless we consider it (as itis) a part of a 
great system—as an element in the great scheme of 
a definitive and. uliimate disposition of the vast 
public domain of the country. 

“Itds,in wrath, in the language of the honorable 
Senator from: Tennessee, [Mr. ANDERSON, | the first 
step to a final disposition of the public domain, I 
thank the Senator for this explicit and manly 
avowal of the purposes and views of the friends of 
this measure, Te first step to a final disposition 
ofthe public domain! Yes, sir; it is the first step 
in the race where each struggles to be first in the 
great work of squandering and scattering this more 
than princely domain to all the winds of Heaven, 
-byi bestowing itin largesses, by giving it to sche- 
mergand ‘speculators, and inviting to its occupa- 
‘ton -all the ends of the carth, ihe bandit of the Ap- 
penines,; thé mercenary Sviss, the hungry loafer cf 
the ‘cities cf the Old World, the offal of the dis- 
gorged jails, :penitentiaries, and houses of correc- 
tion of ‘foreign countries—all, all are invited by 
this bill to mingle with our American citizens, and 
seize upon the public lands, and appropriate them, 
excluding the old States, whose propeity in com- 
mon with their sisters they are, from any substan- 
tial and equal participation in this common pro- 
petty of them all. 

1 confess, said Mr. BA. that I am at a loss to de- 
termine which is the most objectionable, the prin- 
ciple. or the details of this bill. To me, it seems 
Ahe crudest; the most d:jane, and the least safely 
guarded that Ihave ever known to be introdeced 
ilo.the: Senate. It.being, however, a sort of 
wholesale ‘disposition of this-vast property, without 
equivalent or consideration, the details can be of 
but hte moment, ‘except to exhibit. to..a curious 
observer what vast resakts may be found in: con. 
nciion with the weakest bungling, 

This bill goes to revolutionize the whole sysiem 
of pre-emption itself, as thathas heretofore exist- 
ed; and. in the end to abrogate the whole land SYS 
temy: whicb ‘has been built up-and consolida‘ed 
through a’series of years, by so much.care and la- 
bor, and which bas extorted praise and. eulogiim 
from all sides of this Chamber. Heretofore, when 


settlement had gone in advance of a regular dispo-. 
sition of the public lands, and the hardy pioneers 


Had shown evidence of good citizenship’ by habits 
of honest labor, Congress, out of tenderness-fer the 


citizen, and a serupulous desire that every one 


i 
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should enjoy the availsof his own labor, have over- 
louked the original intrusion, and in a hberal and 
parental spirit given the right of pre-emption, so 
tha: every one might continue to enjoy the humble 
dwelling and other improvements, the result of the 
sweat of his own brow and the work of his hands. 
This was pure bounty, unmixed gratuity, conferred 
by a Government unwilling to repress or thwart 
the energies and enterprise of these hardy men, who 
had sought upon the dark brow of the wilderness a 
resting place for their wives and their children. It 
was a kind of concession to the restless energies of 
this Anglo-American race of ours, which, though 
a lile too unobservant of the rights of others, yet 
had the hearts, the hands, the. wishes, the purposes, 
and the patriotic aspirations of. American citizens 
—~a race that loved their country, loved liberty, 
and were ready to peril all they had in enterprises, 
dangerous or otherwise, in defence of their country. 
It may be that, in any aspect, financial or pcltical, 
the occasional and judicious interposition of Con- 
gress in their behalf was wise, as most indubitably 
it was kind, liberal, and parental. All these cases 
were retrospective, overlooking initiatise error, 
and quieting these hardy pioneers in their homes, 
their tides, and all the fruits cf theirlabor. If this 
legislation was somewhat unjust to the old S:ates, 
yet it was kind, and upon the whole may not have 
been unwise. __ 

But now, for the first time, it is proposed to ho'd 
outstanding lures and temptations to the whole 
world to come and seize upon our public domain. 
To sustain this sweeping prospective measure I 
have heard doctrines avowed more objectionable 
than the measure itself, from which my judgment 
revolts, and whicb, I am con‘ident, could they be 
submitted directly to ihe whole American people, 
would be iadignaniy, if rot contemptuously, re- 
jected. I say this bill invites the whole world, 
aliens as well as citizens, to com? end take posses- 
sionof cur public domain; and how? Under any 


rule? According to any uniform regulation? No, 
no, sir, The bounty is held out to the swiftest foot 


and the strongeit arm; these are to seize, and de- 
fend what has been seized, with al!l the means that 
Ged and Nature have placed in their hands, And 
ail this worst of coafusion and demoralization to 
be sanctioned by this grave body; ay, to be invited, 
solicited by our legislation. 

If we were a weak and feebie nation, physically 
unable to defend our liberties, we might indeed 
holi out inducemeats to foreigners to bring to our 
assistance the pr. tecicn of their physical force. 
But has it come to this: thal we are obliged to in- 
vite foreigners to assist us in the defence of our 
heritage of liberty? To bring amongst us the arts 
of civilization? To exhance our power, either 
moral or physical? Can any one believe that we 
are reduced to a necessity like thar? No, sir. Tae 
friends of this measure would cast back such a 
taunt with seorn and indigna‘ion. What then? 
Canany one doubt that this bilis the first step to- 
wards the squandering and wasting the public do- 
main, so far as the old States are concerned? That 
the new States feel as a fetter, ihat galis their over- 
excited sensibility, the claim of the old Siates to 
land within their limits? Togetri:tof th’s, and to 
make the destrestion of the rights of the old States 
sudden and complete, it is proposed to invest with 
the highest privilege of Americaa freemen foreign- 
ers not naturalized. To give to alien strangers, 
who will come and take, what indisputably belongs 
to all the States in common. And this to as:uage 
a painful sensibility, an over-wrought pride, that 
will concede nothisg to those who have given them 
every thing. Asif not content with the desecra- 
tion of ourrights of property, it is contended that 
these favored aliens shall also exercise the rights of 
suffrage—the highest rights of freemen, and be 
endowed by these States win the elective fran- 
chise, in disregard of Congress and all the co- 
States. ae : 

I mean not (said Me. M.) to go into the argu- 
ment-of this incidental question, momentous and 
alarming as it would be, did we not feel confident 


: that it-willeverbemet by the real people of the 


United States with- a stern and uncompromising 
resistance... The- doctrine is anti-national; itis in- 
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community eadowed with the power of perpetuat- 


ing its institutions. No nation that I know of, 


-that had risen to the dignity of an independent 


community, ever tolerated tne indiscriminate ad- 
missio of foreigners and alien influences to a full 
participation in its elections and its government. 
What is our case? Who effected our Revolution? 
Tae people of the respective States. They had 
formed independent political communities.. These 
States; before the adoption of ihe Federal Constitu- 
lion, did of right exercise the power of determining 
who should be considered citizens and entitled .to 
all the privileges and immunities of ciligens, They 
farther rightfully regulated the terms and condi- 
tions upon which aliens might be adopted in the 
community, with all the rights and privileges of 
free citizens. Who did, and might rightfully do, 
allthis? The people of the States. Who could 
gainsay i? Could the Englishman, the Hollander, 
the Italian, or the Pole? Unquestionably not. 
Who then? ‘None but the people of the States. 

By the adoption of the Constitution, each State 
conferred upon the General Government, as a com- 
mon agent, ali those powers which it could better 
exercise for the benefit of the whole than could the 
States respectively for themselves; reserving to the 
States such as could be best exercised by and for 
themselves. This common agent bad in charge all 
our foreign relations, and had the regulation of all 
our intercourse with foreign powers. This Fede- 
ral Government and these State Governmen's were 
made by and for the people of the United States 
and their posterity. The power of passing uniform 
laws of natnralization of foreigners was conferred 
on the common agent—the Federal Government. 
Tois grant passed the whole power. Such was the 
opinion of the enlighteaed and able contemporane- 
ous writers in the Federalist; such has been ‘the 
uniform opinion of every respectable writer on 
constitutional law, as far as [ know; such has been 
the exposition in a majority of the States, as I sup- 
pose; ccrtainly such has been the exposition in 
Norta Carolina by all its euthorities, judicial 
and legislative. The distribation of political pow- 
er in the States, as wellas the General Government, 
rests upon a right enumeration of the people of the 
respective States. Our whole political scheme 
rests upon it. . It was provident, therefore, that, in 
a matter so immediately affecting the relative 
power of the State, there should be some uniform 
rue regulating accessions. from abroad of aliens, 
withhabits, feelings, and principles often. alien, 
not to say hostile, to the genius and spirit of our 
institutions. Sach a provision is conformable to 
the general sense of mankind in all ages in well- 
regulated political communities. Hence I regard 
the provision in the Constitution of Ilinois as in 
conflict with the Constitution of the United States, 
and of course void, and that a persistance in the 
enumeration of aliens as citizens, so as to affect 
the relations of political power between her and 
the other States, and the permitting of them to ex- 
ercise the elective franchise so as to affect the ac- 
tion of the Government common to all the States, 
would be in bad faith and clearly violatory of their 
common bond. 

The question is not whether Congress can pre- 
seribe the qualifications whieh shall constitute a 
voter in the States. No one contends for any such 
thing, ‘I'he States can each prescribe for itself in 
every respect, except. where inhibited by. the corn- 
ferring of the power on the General Government, 
and those who are empowered to vote for members 
of the most numerous branch of the State Legisla- 
ture may also vote for members of Congress, and 
none others. The only difficulty is, notin the non- 
existenve, but in the application of the remedy, in 
cases where the States shall transcend their con- - 
stitutional authority. Wherever the authorities of 
this Government can reach the case, they can ap- 
ply the remedy. If aliens shall vote for a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives, npon a ques- 
tion of contested election, the House may take ju- 
rsliction and reclify the error. : 

[Here Mr. Wricut of New York, asked what 
will you do in the case of a Senator electedto ‘this 
body by a Legislature in part formed by the votes 
of aliens?] : 


compatible: with the very conception of 2 political | Mr. M. said the only difficulty consisted in ape 
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plying-the remedy. In the case put, great difficulty 
and inconvenience might arise, perhaps insupera- 
ble—and so in many other cases that might be put. 
What would the Senator do in the case where a 
majority of the States should decline or refuse to 
elect Senators to this chamber? In tke latter case 
it would operate at once to the destruction of the 
Government, and yet I know of no semedy. The 
truth is, in our complex political system, much has 


been left, and, of necessity, must have been left, to +f 


the good faith of the States, the authors and cre- 
ators uf our system. And perhaps m every case 
where a practical remedy is not provided, it was 
deemed safe to leave it to the good faith and good 
sense or the parties to the covenant. Bat I have 
turned aside to this incidental question mainly to 
enter my protest against the doctrines avowed; and 
to show that North Carolina, in that good faith 
which bas always characterized her relations with 
this Government, holds that the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution has abrogated her constitu- 
tional provision for the natural zation of aliens, 
and that she may not swell her relative power in 
the Confederacy, either by the enumeration of 
aliens or the permitting of them to exercise the 
elective franchise. 

I said in the outset that I found great difficulty in 
determining, in reference to the present bill, which 
was the more objectionable, its principle or its de- 
tails. In respect to the latter, they have been ex- 
posed by various Senators so fully and clearly that 
“he who runs may read.” When before now has 
it been proposed to hold out temptations and 
rewards to infants who by law owe. alle- 
giance to the headof their family? When before 
now has it been propose’, for the sake of encou- 
raging emigration, to break up domestic relations— 
those primeval bonds of society which it is of so 
much importance to keep sacred and intact? The 
ambition that looks to the highest office in the Re- 
public may have an interest in inviting into the 
melee all infants that, at the end of the next four 
years, may be invested with the rights of suffrage. 
This bill holds out the same benevolent intentions to- 
wards widows. How excellent a virtue is bene- 
volence! And how cheap, too, is the beneficence 
that confers bounties out of cther people’s goods 
and chattels, lands and tenements! But, like the 
witch’s prophecy, while it keeps the promise to the 
ear, it breaks it tothe hope. The whole is mere 
delusion——itis worse—it is imposture, Such wj- 
dowsas reside in the immediate neighborhood of 
the lands to be settled may possibly get the benefits 
of the bill, but the great body. of the destitute 
widows throughout the Union, and especially on 
the Atlantic frontier, will not be benefited a stiver. 

Again, there is another. principle in the bill more 
objectionable. Its operation is extended to land un- 
surveyed. The entire alien population of the globe, 
as well as our citizens, are invited and tempted 
into our national domain before a chain earrier has 
entered upon it. Proclamation is made to all to 
come and seize upon our best spots, and they shall 
keep whatever they take. Has any Government 
in,the world acted upon a principle like this? Must 
it not inevitably lead to riot, blocdshed, and gene- 
ral-confusion? ‘Where have ever such lures been 
held out to alien interlopers, bandits, and scape 
gtaces of foreign lands to come and seize upon 
go rich an inheritance, and hold it by strong 
am, ec at the muzzle of the rifle? All they 
are required. to is te come upon the land, to 
build a log cabin or some~ other dwelling, and 
callita settlement, and the right of pre-emption 
is fixed. How long are they required to occupy? A 
week, ota day, is sufficient; for no specific length 
of time is required by the bill. How many settle- 
ments may be made by the same person? The 
pill as introduced prescribed no Jimitation. A re- 
luctaat limitation to one in the same Siate has been 
imposed by a vote of amendment; yet the same 
person may make the tour of all ‘the frontier bar- 
rier of Slates and Territories, and in each the work 
of a day may secure a quarter section of land in the 
most favored spots at the minimum ptice, and that, 
too, on a credit, to be paid whenever, and only 
whenever, the convenience-of: the enterprising and 
travelled gentleman may seem best to admit of ‘it. 
Whata broadcast waste and squandering of this 
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vast national property! The waste would be a re- 
proach to the age; and the consequent riots, feuds, 
and confusion would mark this measure as an 
epoch in the career of profligate was'efulness of a 
discomfited, defrated, and desperate Administra- 
tion. Trueitis, by an amendment, the same per- 
son shall be entitled to but preemption. But what 
may hinder him from getting one in each avd every 
Where are the guards? 
What check is provided? None, not one! 

_ One of the ameudments declares that a man may 
not move off from a settled home and get a pre- 
emption by going on the public land in the same 
State. What prohibits his doing the thing by go- 
ing into the next State or Territory? or all the other 
Statesand Territories? I:is declared to be for the 
benefit of the poor; and yet a man on a fraction of 
forty acres may not have the benefit, while the 
wealthiest money-holder may avail himself of the 
privilege. Admirable equality. The friends of 
the measure have refused to confine these bounties 
to the poor; worth not mcre than $1,000 or $500, 
and yet the man fixed to a poor spot of little value, 
with his wife and children, sha!l be inbibited, while 
the rich in bank stock, money, or other personal 
estate, shall enjoy it. Thais is one of the beauties 
of a scheme conceived in a spirit of such ardent 
devotion to the interests of the poor and laboring 
man. 

But an. objection yet stronger, if possible, exis:s 
to the mede of adjusting and settling the disputes 
arising from conflicting claims among these settlers. 
The mode proposed in the bil is quite characteristic 
of the principles of the past and the present Admi- 
nistraton which now lies strended. It brings the 
masses of conflicting claims which now must arise 
under this bill within the range of Executive de- 
termination to be despatched summarily and wih 
a sort of military celerity—the Executive agent 
disposing of a complicated and knotty ques‘ion of 
private right with the facility that he would wheel 
a squadron of well-disciplined political troops. Sir, 
it erects a new sort of jadica:ure, with vast and un- 
restrained powers, taking within the scope of its 
jurisdiction vast and complicated interests. 

The regis‘ers and receivers of the land districts, 
subject to the regulation of the head of the land 
office, are to dispose of all the questions of con- 
flicting claim in a summary way. Can any one 
fail to perceive that here is held oat every conceiva- 
ble lure. and temptation to fraud; that the bill 
opens the way to a regular system of corrupiion; 
that these powers will be devolved on men not 
most distinguished generally for ability, and yet 
with duties overtasking the highest ability? Will 
it not tend to corrupt both the Government and its 
dealers? May it not be wielded so as to subjugate 
the entire frontier, from the lakes to the gulf, to the 
will of their politico-judicial masters?? A dozen 
men make a rush for a mill seat or water privilege 
or salt spring, and in case the rifle and bowie knife 
shall fail as judicial ins'ruments lo sett'e the con- 
troversy, then the appeal lies to this other eccentri- 
eal judicial tribunal of the registers and receivers, 
whose judgments are to be final and definitive. 1 
suppose we need not fear that the sword of Bren- 
nus, or the bowie knife, or other extraneous mat- 
ters, will be thrown into the judicial scales. 

But thisis a log catin bill. In its title it pur- 
ports to be especially for the tenants of log cabins. 
Tts friends are friends of the log cabin; it is design- 
ed to confer a bounty on the great bedy of those 
poor men who have no means to better their condi- 
tion but to settle on a little spot of wild land and 
build iheraselves a log cabin. Yes! it is to provide 
a home for the log cabin men, for the poor, hard 
handed, honest, industrious setiler! Admirable be- 
neficence! I am glad to see gentlemen’s sympa- 
thies awakened for this great body of our citizens 
—the greatest, indeed, whether we regard them for 
physical force, devoted patriotism, or for those 
homely, simple, primitive, untainted, and genuine 
virtues so much out of fashion in the saloons of 
the great and powerful. I respect them, I esteem 
them, and I would cherish them to the extentof my 
ability. Yet with what consistency have we seen 
the gentlemen act who hold to’ us this language? 
Will§they consent to a $500 limitation? No, To 
a $1,000 limitation? No, sir. They invite to com- 


_for the poor. “Who can believe, it? Or: who 


. elevate myself to the position of a statesman, 


petition with them, not orly ‘the wealthy 
own country, but the whole world, of every t 
and clime, whether they come in rags or purple 
fine linen. s oe ae 
And yet they talk as if the bill 


wete especially o 


ges 
toneof ° 
its friends described it, [Mr. AnparsoN,] the first- 
step towards a final disposition of the public do» 
main? f . CA “g 
I am not, indeed, disposed, either as a private in- 
dividual or a pubhc mav, to regard the public do- . 
main purely in a financial view. The General 
Government holds, these lands as a trust. | They 
should administer, ‘or rather execute, this trust re- ‘ 
posed in them, justly, but'with liberality. 0 
Iam not fer restricting the system to such rules 
as bind a master in chancery. I would, if. I gould, 


not believe and know that the bill is what -one 


would regard the public domain asa trust, in which |. 
all the States have an equal interest. While lam: 
jast, I would be liberal; but while liberal, would | 
be jut. I ask, what right bas this Federal Go- 
vernment to administer this trust but in such a män- 
ner that it shall inure to the besefit of all the States? | 
Where do gentlemen find their authority?. No- 
where. ee fs 
To judge rightly of this specific measure. 
must consider it in connection with the grady 
bill. And who can doubt that the two’ united will. 
cut deeply into the financial resources of the coun: - 
try?—'hat they will deduct large sums from the fis- 
cal means of this Goverament? What is the first 
step in the practical operation of this bill?’ In the 
first place, all the lands likely to bring a price over 
the minimum established by law will be seized 
on forthwith, not only by our own citizens, but by 
the renegadoes and aliens of the old world. And 
then what remains—what gentleman call the refuse. , 
lands—will be brought under the . auctioneér’s 
hammer on behalf of the Government. Who. will, 
bid. Noone. Whatnext? These lands ha 
been offered, and remaining unsold, the ane 


on. 


„system will be withdrawn from them, and they. 


will then be subjected to the Procrustean. opera- 
tion of the graduation system, descending ra- 
pidly from ¢1 to 50 cents, 25 cents, and 1124 cents, 
and then an unconditional surrender of the residue 
to the States respectively in which they lie. The 
average amount of the auction siles under the prë- 
sent Administration does not much exceed the mi» 
nimum price. Butlet all the lands which in the first 
place would seli at prices greatly exceeding thé 
minimum go off at the minimum; and then apply 
the graduation principle to the residue; is: it not 
plain that the average income from auction: sdleg 
would be greatly below the minimum? s 

Oa this subject my attention has been recently 
drawn to'a very valuable and importast paper, 
which discloses that system of delusion which has 
for many years been played off upon the public. 
mind; such a systemati: scheme of deception and 
imposture as I never could have believed to exis’, 
had it not been proved by official documents. $res 
fer to what has been constantly told us in reference 
to this principle of graduation. I will not detain 
the Senate by going through all the details, though 
they emineutly deserve the most caréful and attepr 
tive consideration, and I hope will have it from those 
more familiar with the subjects than. I arm 
a gross delusion has been practised, as [col 
for years upon the old States, I trast it will b 
rected. Pty beak 

I find that, in pursuance of a resolution adopted 
by the Senate, the head of the land bureau. caused 
returns to be made of all . the public lands. unsold, 
in the respective States and. Territories, accom- 
panied with such other information as was deemed 
useful in forming a. just estimate of the value of 
this great national property. I find that, on the 
30 h of June 1828, there remained in Ohio 2,584,» 
347 acres of public land unsold. The land officers 
estimated the value of this more than two-and a 
half millions of.acres, at $1,747 126, or nearly one 
million and three-quarters of dollars. These:Jands — 
had been offered and in market from seven to- 
twenty-eight years, but little less than the balf.of 
them had been in market twenty years -and.-up- 
wards. They are represented. as ipferior, and to. 
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effect sales the prices ought to be graduated. 
Well, sir, on the 30th of September, 1837, some 
_ nine years thereafier, upwards of two millions of 
- acres of these lands had been sold at the minimum 
of $1 25 per acre, realizing to the Treasury 
$2,726,599—exceeding the estima‘es of the officers, 
who ought to have been well informed, by tke 
um of ¢979,473, or nearly one million of dollars; 
here then remaining on hand nearly five hundred 
housand aeres, the most of which has since been 
old at the Government price. 
-L find similar startling discrepancies between 
the estimated values and the sums actually realized 
frem sales, applying to Indiana, Illinois, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, acd Missouri. 
In the St. Louis land districtof Missouri, I find 
that on the 30th June, 1828, there remained of 
public lands unsold 2,219,496 acres. These lands 
were represented as having beea in market under 
the Spanish Government for forty years, and 
under this Government for ten years. It was 
further represented that they had been so “picked 
and culled” that there did not remain one quarter- 
section of first-rate land. They were valued at 
different prices, but the great mass at 124 cenis per 
acre. The total value was estimated at $333,000, 
or about the third of a million of dollars. : 

‘Well, sir, again. On the 30th September, 1837, 
or abont nine years thereafter, the Treasury had 
realized $711,000 from these lands, a sum exceed- 
ing the estimated value of the whole of them by 
three hundred and seventy. eight thousand dollars, 
and leaving then unsold 1,600,000 acres, much of 
which, but how muchI am unable 10 siate, has 
been since sold at the Government price. 

T bave selected the St. Louis district simply be- 
cause there we find a great bull of intelligence, and 
might have expected more correct information from 
that than almost any other district, and yet from 
that what a startling difference between the esti- 
mates and the facts? I well remember how, nearly 
twenty years ago, these halls were invoked in favor 
of a graduation bill, and how solemnly we were 
assured thatthe lands on which it was intended to 
operate never would bring the minimum price. It 
was argued in reply, andI thought with great ap- 
pearance of truth, that, as the country shou!d come 
to be gradually settled, and lines of communica- 
tion should be opened by turnpikes and railroads, 
or other facililies afforded for the transportation of 
produce, the unsold lands would come by degrees 
to be contiguous to infant settlements, and would 
then go off at the Government price. In a dense 
population, every foot of land fit for cultivation, 
though poor, which yields aay sort of timber, will 
go off at that price, 'n many instances, if for no 
otber:reason than to keep off a.too-near and incon- 
venient settlement. . 

In looking inte the history of our settlements, it 
will be found generally, if not universally, true, 
that, as the country fills with population, the infe- 
rior and refuse lands come to be prized, and go off. 
And so, precisely in proportion as the population 
advances westwardly, and fills each locality, in the 
Same proportion does land once regarded refuse go 
off. And so it will be to the end, excepting only 
those lands covered with irreclaimable swamps, or 
some other obstacle of like difficulty. 

“Buch has been the experience of the old States. 
In my own, in the portion thatl know best, lands 

that had been much worn fifty or eighty years ago 
tarned out and recovered with a new growth, can- 
not be bought any where, there, as low as the Go- 
yernment price. 

_ Sir, the grasping propensities of this Anglo-Ame- 
rican race of ours, with its Anglo Saxon blood 
(said, I believe, sir, to be the greatest land robbers 
in the world,) would give the Government price 
ay, and more, whew the density of population 
threatened too near a propinquity of some isagree- 
able neighbor. 

In Alabama, I find, from this table, the most sin- 
gular and extraordinary results. There the popu- 
lation has filled, and is yet filling. In the Cahaw. 
ba district nearly all the lands have been sold fer 
three, four, and five times the amount of the esti- 
mated value by the land officers in 1828. And so 
it will be to the end. To the base of the Rocky 
Moyntains, and when you shall have scaled their 
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lofty summits, and passed to the western base, so 
it wiil continue to be, until the restless energies of 
our people shali be stayed by the broad Pacific. I 
would invoke the serious attention of Senators, 
more conversant with thesesubdjects than I am, to 
the marked conirast between tae estimates in 1828, 
and the actual results as proved by the sales. I 
will asx their attention to the singular accuracy with 
which the predictions of the opponents of gradua- 
tion have been verified by the resalts. In Ohio 
they have been completely tested and verified. In 
Indiana, not so fully; but the experience is in ara- 
pid process of development, and all the indications 
augur similarresults. In Missouri, the experiment 
is in its initiative process, but so far as it has gone 
it gives the most flattering promise of results equal- 
ly satisfactory. And so of all the rest. 

There is another feature of the bill to which I 
feel no less objection; and which has been animad- 
verted on by the Senator from Kentucky, near me, 
[Mr. Cray.} I think it presents a strong objection 
to the bill. The Government once felt severely 
the inconvenience of the credit system ın reference 
to the sale of our public lands. Its evils will not 
soon be forgotten. This bill revives that credit 
system, and substitutes it, to a great extent, for the 
cash system now existing, It extends credit, pro- 
fessedly, to one entire class of purchasers, and 
practically and substantially to all. A man seizes 
on a tract of land before he pays for it, and is to 
pay for it within a year. How are you to get rid 
of him if he does not pay? When the “Conven- 
tion of the World,” held in London, shall send 
hete allits constituents, how are you to get rid of 
them if they failto pay for their land? Does not 
your bill convert the system of cash payments into 
a system of credit? And what will be the conse- 
quence? We shall have petitioners besieging this 
and the other House of Congress; hosts of sturdy 
beggars, petilioning for a Jong day, then to take a 
part of our dues, and finally to forgive them their 
debt. We have seen all this; and are likely, should 
the bill pass, to see it again, 

We all remember the effect of the national ple- 
thora in 1818 and 1819. You know how your ear 
was vexed with perpetual petitions; until at last 
you were wearied out, and you gave up 334 of 
your demand, and allowed the debtors a long time 
to make up the balance. So it will be here. If a 
man pays you in cash, it will bea matter of vo- 
p luntary liberality. All the better land which might 
sell well atauction will be at once seized upon, and 
credit of necessity ensues. 

Gentlemen complain of the illiberality of the 
old States. They call them Shylocks, and say 
we demand our pound of flesh, and all that. 
I repel such imputations, as far as they are 
directed against me. I participate as largely 
in the pride excited by the progress of our West- 

ern States as the proudest of all our Western men. 
I see with wonder and joy the daily developments 
of that vast portion of our country, and I am 
fully aware that it is ere long to become the cen- 
tre of our political world. My. constituents do 
not demand of me to become a Shylock in 
their name; they rejoice, as I do, in the hourly ex- 
pansion of this great Republic; they exult in the 
extension of its population, bearing with it, in all 
directions, the arts of civilization, the love of liber- 
ty, and an adherence to our invaluable Constitu- 
tion. We are prepared to go as far as gentlemen 
from the West themselves in doing all that can 
with justice be done to give a stimulus to the 
growth of the new States of the Confederacy. But 
really, with, I acknowledge, but a very slight op- 
portunity of forming an opinion, it does seem to 
me that the charge of illiberality is as little sustain- 
ed by facts and reason as any accusation I ever 
Witnessed in my life. What is the relation which 
these States bear te the Government while they yet 
remain in their state of territorial pupilage? Have 
they not all been in succession the firstlings and the 
nurselings of Congres? Have we not dandled 
them upon the knees of patronage, rocked them in 
the eradie of indulgence, and fed them, like petted 
infants, with the money of this Government? If 
any thing, we have indulged them too fondly, till, 
like other pets, they have been in danger of becom- 
img spoiled by over-much kindness. Who can 


deny that the West has ever been treated, here, 
with the utmost liberality? . Never have they asked 
for either public or private aid at our hands and 
been refused. We have given them {ands and mo- 
ney, and we have poured forth the chivalry of the 
old States for their defence in danger. Surely they 
have no just grounds of complaint. Against me 
they certainly have not, for I am ready to lend 
them all the aid in my power toward attaining that 
commanding position which it is their destiny to 
attain. 

But what, I ask, is likely to be the effect of such 
a bill as this upon the older States? The public 
lands constitute a trust fund, to be administered for 
the benefit of all the States, and not, for the sake 
ef throwing into the West a preternatural plethora 
of growth and prosperity, to inflict injustice andin- 
jory upon the rest of the Union. And yet what 
must be the effect of such a bill on the strength and 
prospects of the old States? The enterprising, the 
adventurous young men, will all flee to the West, 
and leave the old States to weakness and decrepi- 
tude, and we are to be left to support the compara- 
tively inert mass which they leave behind. Yet,in 
all that tends to elevate the human character—in 
all that fosters moral and intellectual excellence, 
they might have enjoyed at least equal advantages, 
had they remained at home. Certain it is that 
North Carolina has popred forth into the West and 
Southwestern country a mass of talent and energy 
such as, had it remained there, would have enabled 
my State to lift her head as proudly as any one of 
her sisters in the great family of the Union. And 
ought it not to be the aim of this Government to in- 
fuse an equal degree of health and vigor into every 
portion of this wide Republic? Do our Western 
friends desire to see us impoverished, in order that 
they may be built up and strengthened? I well 
know that, should we be invaded by a foreign foe, 
or our honor or safety threatened with danger, the 
men of the West would be the first to hasten to our 
side. A more chivalrous people does not exist 
upon earih; and generosity is well known as form- 
ing a prominent feature in their character. And 
sure I am that, could they but abstract their minds 
for a moment from the force of that prejudice 
which has grown up witha false system of gdminis- 
tration of-the public lands, the new States would 
be the last to desire, by excessive and unnatural 
stimulus, to withdraw the resources and prostrate 
the strength of their venerable mothers on the At- 
lantic board. - 

I ask the friends of this bill to point out, if they 
can, one single compensation it offers to the old 
States for tempting their populatien, even lads of 
eighteen, to leave their homes and their parents and 
go into the new States. I know of none. I can 
perceive none, unless it be to leave to desolation 
the patrimonial fireside. None, none. 

But we are told by my friend from Missouri 
{Mr. Linn] that it is indispensable that this system 
of pre-emptions should go on, because the Ameri- 
can people cannot be restrained from seizing on the 
lands of the Government, and that all attempts to 
put a stop to it must be vain and idle. I confess I 
was surprised at hearing language like this. I had 
entertained a very different opinion indeed of the 
American people; and my life on it—knowing that 
gentlemen as I do to be brave, prompt, and. reso- 
lute—I am confident that were he President of the 
United States, and should the law be openly resist- 
ed, he could and would enforce its execution. 


[Mr. Linn, (speaking across.) I would resign 
first.] 

Ay, the Senator might resign. The kindliness of 
his heart and his habitual indulgence of the wishes 
of his constituents might induce it. That proves 
nothing. But his energy could arrest what his 
kindness might tolerate. I know very well that, 
when vast throngs of lawless settlers shall have 
been accumulated on the frontier, it would be an 
odious task, and abhorrent to the feelings of every 
American citizen, to attempt to remove them by 
the bayonet. Happily, there never has a human 
being ın the country suffered death in such a strug- 
gle since the foundation of the Government. Bu 
I have no doubt that this enlightened and law 
abiding people, differing as they do from the popu 
lation of any nation under Heaven, woul 
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respect. their own authority loo much to resis 
their own laws. In Earope, indeed, obedience 
must be enforced by â forest of bayonets, and a 
park of artillery, but here, in this free, self-governed 
repubiic, there is no law but may be enforcéd by the 
constable and his staff.’ Among my countrymen, 
a little scrip of parchment in the bands of a plainly 
dressed, unarmed citizen, works like a charm; no 
sooner is it exhibited than the uplifted hand falls 
powerless to the side, and, like genuine descendants 
of ihe Anglo-Saxon race, it is their pride, their 
choice, their glory, to bow to the majesty of thelaws. 
If, indeed, you allow wehle States to be filled up 
by squatters—I beg pardon, I mean by gentlemen 
who think proper to set down cn Jand which does 
not belong to them, and without any pretence of 
title—we may prefer to pass a retrospective pre- 
emption law to pressing our demand and standing 
upon the righ's of the Government. But, for the 
fature, let the President place upon our new lands, 
not his uninformed soldiers, with their bayonets, but 
a corps of his marshals and their tipstaves, and i:t 
the first intruder be brought up and tried. [have 
no doubi that even there a jury of the vicinage 
would convict and punish him. 

[Mr. Linn here shook his head and said, 
“Never; it has been tried, over and over.”] 

Sir, the failure must have resuited from some in- 
‘judicious mode of bringing up thë matter. Let the 
naked questions to the jary, the isolated facts be, 
‘¢wheiher there was intrusion into the lands,” and 
‘whether upon authority from this Government,” 
and all that I dare to put upon it I would put, that 
the verdict. would generally conform to the evi- 
dence, In that case, your judges would do the 
rest, 

But the gentleman. from: Tennessee goes for the 
bill because “the great West must avail herself of 
her natural advantages.” I once acted on that 
principle in bebalf of North Carolina, in the me- 
miorablé matter of ‘the branch mints. That bill 
was to enable North Carolina to “avail herself of 

. het natural advantages.” Mow, I never yet rightly 
understood what that phrase, ‘natural advantages,” 
‘means; and I cannot admit the argument which is 
founded on it till I understand it a little better. And 
the more especially, since that incomprehensible 
abstraction, that oily phrase, betrayed me into one 
of the errors, not to say follies, into which I fear I 
fell when I formerly had the honor of a seat in this 
Chamber. The natural advantages of the West; 
inwhat? In mere contiguity to the public domain? 
Isthat il? They must have the land because they 
are conveniently situated to take possession of it! 
Why, might not ny loafer about New York streets 
plead the same argument? It he not as near to 
the vaults of the banks as our good friends of the 
West are to the publie domain? What ‘peculiar 
right have they, who have already received so 
mach of it as a donation, to take the whole, be- 
cause it is near, while the old States are to get none 
of it, because they are far off? 

There has scarce been a movement on the sub- 
ject of these public lands wihin the last two years 
that has not produced in my mind a melancholy 
foreboding as to the successful working of our sys- 
tem of Government. No one can shut his eyes to 
the fact that these lands are made the subject of a 
mere political game, in which political leaders 
contend for the power of vying with cach other as 
to who shall make the largest gift—who shall ob- 
tain the largest vote, frgm aliens and all. Some 
disposition must be måde of this matter, if we 
would not be subjected to perpetual excitements, I 
haveseen it employed long enoughas a great stake, 
always brought into our parly questions, and £o it 
will continue to be until it can be finally and defi- 
nifely disposed of, and I hope it scon may be. 

“J do pot regard the introduction of the subject of 
distribution as at all incongracus to the present-bill, 

nor do L regard the amendment the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mn. Cannoun] has notified us that 
he will offer, as presenting any incongruity. 

mean not now to discuss either the one or the 
other. I have long since, hovever, had them un- 
der the maturest deliberation that I was capable of 
bestowing on them. | have fixed and satisfactcry 
opinions in regard to both, They are part and 
parcel of this great matter of the public domain. 


~ Sas 
subsidize them 


They all must be considered; they. must be decided. 
These great interests, with ail their disturbing in- 
flveaces, must be withdrawn from the keenly. em- 
bittered and exci‘ing coniests for the highest office 
in the country; or these contests will lose their pu- 
rity, and dignity, and descend to the level of a 
scramble of mere mercenaries—a struggle between 
political janizaries on one side, and the bonest, un- 
disciplined, and generally betrayed people cn the 
other. 

But this is really a log cabin bill—a bill for the 
poor man. I could not but regret to hear these 
party “‘catch-words” introduced into this Chamber, 
and stiil less could I have desired to see chem in- 
troduced, witha sort of flourish of trumpets, iuto 
the title of this bill. But as they have been dragged 
in and pressed forward into prominezce, itmay be 
proper for us all to deal with them. 

I may say, then, that I am pleased to see gentle- 
men on the other side taking lessons on this subject 
of Jog cabins. They have much aptitace, aad 1 
doubt no!, with perseverance, that they may come, 
in time, to a respectable proficiency. They have 
manifested, ou former occasions, a very commen- 
dable alacrity, notto say some sparkles of genius 
— perhaps that is too strong a word, if genius is 
supposed to be conversant with novelty and variety 
—in seizing upon certain “eatek- x ords,” aud say- 
ing or singing them to the same tune, whether 
sleeping or awake, with a spirit of most admirable 
perseverance. Wh. has not heard the euphouious 
sounds of Bank! Bank! Monster! Monster! rap 
and rung again, throughout the whole gamut? 

These specimens inspire me. with fair hopes that 
gentlemen will make very respectable progres: with 
very extraordinary efforts, “Ab ho.te decert” is not 
always an unwise maxim; and E see that genilemen 
are commending to themselves a sedulons study of 
jt, But, as I profess to have made seme progress 
in these log cabin dogrines, I trust gentismen will 
not think me officious in offering then some whole- 
some suggestions that may aid them in their horn 
book. 

Then, first, I will say to gentlemen that one great 
and radical mistake les at the foundation of their 
former essays. The mistake consists in supposing 
that the peopte of these United States can be ruled, 
governed, and subjugated by means of patronage, 
Jargesses, and party organization. Fur instance, a 
bill that sets owt to squander the whole domain, be- 
longing to all, for the benefit ef a few, is not the 
best way to control the grand results of the elec- 
tive franchise, J grant you that, when people are 
cool, they may sit down and chaffer about paliry 
matters of selfish interest. They may be swayed 
to a certain extent. But I would commend to ger- 
tiemen the fact, worthy of all consideration, that 
the great mass of cur people are honest, evthusi- 
astic, devoted to liberty, and devoted to our institu- 
tions. ‘Fo move the mass, you must appeal to their 
high and generous natures, to their patriotism, their 
love of liberty. You must kindle them with ad- 
miration of the glorious 
ments of their fathers—awaken their hatred and 
rouse their indignation against the sappers and mii 
ners of this fair and happy Government—against 
the spoilers—against the impudencs that seeks to 
with their own means—against the 
patty hacks that would harness them, and then ride 
them “booted and spurred.” If there be just cause 
for these appeals, the mass will begin to heave, to 
agitate frightfully and fearfully from the Canadas 
to the Gulf, and from the Atlantic to the base of 
the Rocky Mountains; and what think you would 
be the quieting effect of a little pre-emption bill 
thrown in upon this wild commotion, that egitates, 
and heaves, and shakes the continent? But as the 
minutest gossamer in a gale of wind. 

When the log cabins shall be roused—when the 
high and enthusiastic love of liberty that charac- 
terizes their indwellers shall be strung up to inten- 
gity, then snap go the meshes of party; then pa- 
tronage aŭd largeszes, Whether in lands or money, 
are lost sight of or scorned. And these indwelers, 
too pure; tco incorrupt, too untainted by the artifi- 
cialites of high life to be wrought upin, come as 
the wines or as the “rushing of many waters’ to 
the rescue of their Constitution and their liberty. - 

You cannot here, asin old Rome, gain the people 


revolutionary achieve-- 


. forefathers had all been squatters, 


at pleasure by largesses of corn; “or* mone! 
office; nor will itdo any better-to give them “lan 
No. When they. have risen-up; as of laie; as by 
the sound of the tocsin, to drive from powet Wen. 
who they believed ‘had grossly abused their trusts; 
their force willbe found irresistible, 2° #3 
This log cabin movement is no moredike:thé | 
tle feverish excitements got up by party trick “and 
machinery aad briðery, than mimic theatri¢al. hun: 
der is “like the resistless bolt that leaps“ from the 
cloud, echoes and reverberates throughout the vast 
concave of the heavens, and shakes the solid éarth 
on which we stand. tie Y AGS 
We have seen, for the first time in th's country, 
the attempt made to govern it by the force of pa- 
tronage, of largesses, and party machinery. We 
have seen a band of officials at open war with the. ; 
people by whose breath they had their political 
being. We have seen public opinion” thwarted, | 
scorned, and jeered. We have seen'the most 
strange, sudden, and porientous conjunctions--en+ 
tirely new phenomena in our political almospheré. 
We have reen heaven and earth moved ‘to sustain 
a tottering authority, a crumbling dynasty; but ‘all, 
all in vain, in vain. ; pase 
In such a contest as'this, not all the wealth ofall 
the Cæ:ars would have a pacliclé’ of influence in 
repressing the indignant unbursting energies of the 
popular power. The decree has: gone forth that 
this Government js no- longer to be-edininistered by 
a system of official bribery. The people require a 
just and equal action in the system. ‘They demand 
it. They will get it. And, in this matter ‘of the 
public lands, gentlemea must remember that new | 
States will not always be new; that they-are rapid- 
ly becoming identified in interest with’ the old; and 
I tell my honorable friend (Mr. Linn} that even 
Missouri, before many years, will be found tostand 
side by side with North Carolina cn the land ques-. 4 
tion, as would her gallant population now, ‘upon 
any exigency menacins from abroad the honor, the 
independence, or the integrity, of this our glorious 
Union. ah Se aren 
Mr. LINN said that the remarks of the honor 
ble Senator from North Carolina having. made: 
imperative on him to say something in the way,’ o 
reply, in following the honorable gentleman, ‘he 
would endeavor to be a little more'argumentative:. 
and a little less complimentary. There’ were few 
gentlemen toward whom, personally, Mr. L. che- 
rished a higher degree of esteem. His brilliant’'ta- 
lents, the Senate would all: confess. Tn ‘the *“ré- 
marks submitted by Mr. L. in a previous period-of. 
the debate, he had assumed the position that this 
Government had adopted the pre-emption: system 
from the very beginning; and Mr: L. ‘was ‘in fa~ 
vor of keeping the beginuing, «the middle, and: 
the end in consistency with cach other, and fer | 
preserving a principle on which ‘our country 
itself had becn buit up. He did not forget-our 
origin. It was of the humblest and simplest | 
kind. We had taken pcssession of the coantry 
as though we acted under the command. given in 
the Ist chapter of Genesis— "Increase and multiply. 
and replenish the land and subdue it.”. We wore, 
all land steaiers. The charge lay against the whole | 
Amer'can people. They bad stolen, so to speak, 
or conquered, as others chose to expressit Or, 
cheated the Indians out of it, which was probably | 
nearer the tuth. This general statement would, 
apply as much to our fathers as to ourselves.” On 
this. principle our country had begun=—on this it had 
proceeded and grown, and would ‘continue to grow. 
He defied any one to gainsay this statement, or toy 
prevent the onward progress of our population. As 
they advanced, like a mighty army, t0: subdue the 
wilderness, they were always intadvance of the, 
laws of this Govevernment, snd would always con- 
tinue to be so. In support of this assertion, Mr. L. 
had referred to what had been so well stated by his 
friend from Arkansas, over the way, who had; 
stated facts. going to show -that the whole force of 
the army of the United States would be insufficient, 
effectually to remove that band of settlers who chose 
to'set themselves Gown on the pablic lands. Oar, 
By-what Rey 
must consider an iniquitous treaiy with’ an Indian 
tribe, Congress had taken off a largertract of terri- 
tory, which had formerly been included within: the 
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` bounds of Arkansas, and, in consequonee, all those 
` Who-had-settled upon upon it were ordered tore- 


move; and, as they shcwed no disposition to do se, 
: @ military force had been employed to remove 


the squatters, but the moment the soldiers’? backs 
‘Were turned, the squatters came. back, and so they 
continued to do until, at length, they carried thir 
peint, and received from the Government pre-emp- 
nen rights: What could more plainly show how 
vain must be,the attempt to drive them by military 
force from the entire extent of the public domain? 
‘< Mr. L. had a practical reply in regard to what 
the gentleman from Nerih Carolina (Mr. Man- 
sum] had said about tipsiaves, and the profound 
; regard of all American people forthe majesty of 
the law, Suits had, in a great number of cases, 
been instituted against the settlers as trespassers, 
butas often as the case had gone to a jury, £0 of- 
ten had the verdict regularly and uniformly been 
given against the Government, which had thus in- 
effectually expended many thousand dollars. How 
was this practice ever to be restrained? To do it 
by the constable and his staff had been tried in 
vain, and there remained but one other alternative, 
which was utterly abhorrent from the feeling of 
every American citizen. Could any gentleman 
cherish the belief that the American pesple could 
Stand: tamely by and see their fellow-citizens de- 
stroyed by military force, for the offence of build- 
ing a cabin and cutting down a few trees on a 
tract of wild land belonging to the public? For 
Mr. L.’s part, had he an enemy in the world—and 
he believed he had but very few—he would not 
wish him a greater punishment than thathe shouid 
be the man to issue the order for an attack of this 
description on poor unarmed cultivators of the soil, 
„and their helpless women and children. Sure he 
‘ Was that the scorpion stings of that man’s own con- 
science would be a punishment too heavy for him 
to-bear. To that Mr. L. would be content to leave 
him. Besides, no President could ever get the gal- 
lant officers and soldiers of the American army to 
enforce the law against these people at the point of 
the bayonet. As he had already remarked, this 
band of pioneers preceded the law, and when they 
had opened the wilderness, Government by degrees 
brought the law up to them; and when things had 
reached this point, the settlers prayed for a pre- 
< emption law to heal the breach, and Congress had 
always granted it. What! would the Government 
grantia remedial act to cover the delinquency of 
every petty bank in the United States that violated 
its charter by suspending specie payments, and re- 
fuse a similar act to the thousands of hardy settlers, 
whose only offence was that they had, by their la- 
“bor, given value to the public domain? 
_: Mr. L. would not ramble into general politics, 
< nor attempt a reply to gentlemen who had spoken 
so.warmly about offering bribes to the American 
: people. Efan enormous, if a tremendous bribe 
, ever had been offered to them, it certainly was the 
_ distribution bill; and yet that was an unpopular 
‘ measure in the new States. Mr. L. held in his 
| hand the first law which had ever been passed by 
` Congress to turn men off from the public domain. 
It had been first pointed out by the late Judge 
White, and its object. was to prevent those who 
held inchoate grants from going on to survey the 
: public lands. Congress had admitted the grant of 
; a Spanish Governor to be valid if made before the 
20th. September, 1803, in lower Louisians, or before 
: the 10th March, 1804, in upper Louisiana. It was 
: considered somewhat hard that a grant, if made on 
; the 9th of March, should be valid, and, if by the 
same Governor on the 10th of March, good for no- 
, thing. Cases went up to the Supreme Court, and 
there it was decided that ne grant should be valid 
wntil the land was surveyed. As soon as this was 
known, thesettlers commenced surveying; buthere 


threatening imprisonment to any grantee who 
should ‘go on the land for the purpose of survey: 
This Mr. Le had denominated an iniquitous law, 
pand so he ‘held it to. be; but it proved in effecta 
dead letter. . 

The honorable Senator from North Carolina had 
; said that he would not treat this-question of public 
lands as a mere matter of dollars.and cents, but 


them.: They went into the country and drove of || 


. clehad it been otherwise; and we ought not, there- 


isa law of Congress imposing a fine of $1,000, and 
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would look atit as a.siatesman. if he did so, he 
would take into view all the powerful considera- 
tions which urged men to settle onthe public do- 
main; and; so far from squandering the public 
lands, would go with Mr. L. for applying their en- 


tire proceeds to the support and increase of the H 


navy, and for providing for the public defences of- 


the country. y 


Tuzspay, January 12,1841. & 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the 
public lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the 
same, and raise a log cabin thereon, being the spe- 
cial order of the day, was taken up, the question 
being on the proposition by Mr. CRITTENDEN to re- 
commit the bill, wih instructions to report a bill 
to distribute the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands among the States, which Mr. Catnoun 
offered to amend, by substituting a bill to cede the 
public lands to the States in which they lie, upon 
certain conditions. 

Mr. CALHOUN said: I regard the question of 
the public lands, next to that of the currency, the 
most dangerous and “difficult of all which demand 
the attention of the country and the Government at 
this important juncture of our affairs. I do not 
except a protective tariff, for I cannot believe, after 
what we have experienced, that a measure can 
again be adopted, which has doe more to corrupt 
the morals of the country, public and private, to 
disorder its currency, derange its business, and to 
weaken and endanger its free institutions, than 
any other, except the paper system, with Which it 
is so intimately allied. ; 

In offering the amendment I propose, I do not 
intend to controvert the justice of the eulogium 
which has been se often pronounced on our land 
system, in the course of this discussion. On the 
contrary, I believe that it was admirably adjusted 
to effect its object, when first adopted; but it must 
be borne in mind that a measure, to be perfect, 
must be adapted to circumstances, and that great 
changes have taken place, in the lapse of fifty 
years, since the adoption of our land system. 
At that time, the vast region now covered 
by the new States, which have grown up on the 
public domain, belonged to foreign powers, or 
wes occupied by numerous Indian tribes, with the 
exception of a few sparse sett!ements, on the in- 
considerable tracts to which the title of the Indians 
was at that time extinguished. Since then, a 
mighty change has taken place. Nine States have 
sprung up as if by magic, with a population not 
less, probably, than two-fifths of the old States, and 
destined to surpass them in a few years in num- 
bers, power, and influence. That a change so 
mighty should so derange a system intended for an 
entirely different condition of things as to render 
important changes necessary to adapt it to present 
circumstances, is no more than might have been 
anticipated. It would, indeed, have been a mira- 


fore, to be surprised that the operation of the sys- 
tem should afford daily evidence that it is not only 
deranged, but deeply deranged, and that jts de- 
rangement is followed by a train of evils that 
threaten disaster, unless a timely and efficient res 
medy should be applied. I would ask those who 
think differently, and who believe the system 
still continued to work well, was it no evil, that 
session after session, for the last ten or twelve 
years, Congress should be engaged in angry and 
deeply agitating discussions, growing out of the 
public lands, in which one side should be denounced 
as the friends, and the other as the enemies, of the 
new States? Was the increasing violence of this agi- 
tation, from year to year, and threatening ultimately, 
not only the loss of the public domain, but the 
tranquillity aod peace of the country, noevil? Is 
it well that one-third of the time of Congress is 
consumed in legislating on subjects directly or in- 
directly connected with the publie lands, thereby 
prolonging the sessions proportionally, and adding to 
the expense upwards of $200,000 annually? Is it 
no evil that the Government should own half the 
lands within the limits of nine members of this 
Union, and over which they can exercise no au- 
thority or control}. Is it nothing that the domain 
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of so many States should be under the exclusive 
legisiation and guardianship of this Govern- 
ment, contrary to the’ genius of the Consti- 
tution, which, intending to leave to each 


. State the regulation of its local and pecu- 


liar concerns, delegated to the Union thore only 
in which all had a common interest. If to all 
these be added the vast amount of patronage exer- 
cised by this Government through the mediam of 
the public lands, over the new States, and through 
them, over the whole Union, and the pernicious 
influence thereby brought to bear on all other sub= 
jects of legislation, can it be denied that many and 
great evils result from thesystem as it now ope- 
rates, which call aloud for some speedy and effi- 
cient remedy? 

But why should I look beyond the” question be- 
fore us to prove, by the confession of all, that there 
is some deep disorder in the system? There are 
now three measures before the Senate, each pro- 
posing important changes, and the one, or the other, 
receiving the support of every member of the body; 
even of those who cry out against changes. It is 
too late, then, to deny the diserdered state of the 
system, The disease is admitted, and the only 
question is, what remedy shall be applied. 

I object both to the biil, and the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. 
CrirreNDEN] because, regarded as remedial 
measures, they are both inappropriate and 
inadequate. Neither pre-emption, nor distri 
bulion of the revenue, received from the public 
lands, can have any possible effect in correcting 
the disordered action of the system. I put the 
question, would one or the other contribute in the 
smallest degree to diminish the patronage of the 
Government, or the time consumed on questions 
growing out of the public lands, or shorten the 
duration of the sessions, or withdraw the action of 
the Government over so large a partof the domain of 
the new States, and place them and their representa- 
tives here, on the same independent footing with the 
old States and their representatives, or arrest thean- 
gry and agitating discussions which year after year 
distract our councils and threaten so much mis- 
chief to the country? Far otherwise would be the 
effect. It would but increase the evil, by bringing 
into more decided conflict, the interests of the new 
and old States. Of all the ills that could befall 
them, the former would regard the distribution: ag 
the greatest, while the latter would look on the pié- 
emption system, proposed by the bill, as little short - 
of an open system of plunder, if we may judge 
from the declarations which we have heard in the 
course of the debate. 

As, then, neither can correct the disease, the 
question is, what remedy can? I have given to 
this question the most deliberate and careful exami- 
nation, and have come to the conclusion that there 
is, and can be, no remedy short of cession—-ces- 
sion to the States respectively within which the 
lands are situated. The disease lies in ownership 
and administration; and nothing short of parting 
with both can reach it. Part with them, and you 
will at once take away one-third of the business of 
Congress; shorten its sessions in the same propor- 
tien, with a corresponding saving of expense; lop 
off a large and most dangerous portion of the pa- 
tronage of the Government; arrest these angry and 
agitating discussions, which do so much to alienate 
the good feelings of the different portions of the 
Union, and disturb the general course of legisla~ 
tion, and endanger ultimately the loss of the pub- 
lic domain. Retain them, and they must continue, 
almost without mitigation, apply what palliatives 
you may. It is the all-sufficient and only remedy. 

Thus far would seem clear. I do not see how 
it is possible for any one to doubt that cession would 
reach the evil, and thatit is the only remedy that 
would. If, then, there should beany objection, it can 
only be to the terms or conditions of the cession. If 
these can be so adjusted as to give assurance that 
the Jands shall be as faithfully managed by the 
the States as by this Government, and that all the 
interests involved shall be as well, or better secured 
than under the existing system, all that could be 
desired would be effected, and all objections re» 
moved to the final and quiet settlement of this.great, 


vexed, and dangerous question. In saying all objec: 
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tions, E hold that the right of disposing of them 
as proposed, especially when demanded by high 
considerations of policy, and when it can be done 
without pecuniary loss to the Government, as I 
shall hereafter show, cannot be fairly denied. The 

- Constitution gives to Congress the unlimited right 
of disposing of the public domain, and of course, 
without any other restrictions than what the nature 
of that trust and terms of cession may impose, 
neither of which forbid their cession in the manner 
proposed, 

That the conditions can be so adjusted, I 
cannot doabt. I have carefully examined the 
whole ground, and can perceive no difficulty 
that cannot be surmounted... I feel assured 
that all which is wanting is to atiract the at- 
tention of the Senate to the vast importance of 
doing something that will effectually arrest the 
great and growing evil, resulting from the applica- 
tion of the system, as it exists, to that portion of the 
public domain lying in the new States. That done, 
the intelligence and wisdom of the body will be at 
no loss to adjust the details in such manner as will 
effectually guard every interest, and secure its 
steady and faithful management. 

In the mean time, I have adopted the provisions 
of the bill introduced originally by myself, and 
twice reported on favorably by the Committee on 
Public Lands, as the amendment I intend to offer to 
the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Crirrenpen,] as containing the general out- 
lines of the conditions and. provisions on which the 
lands may be disposed of to the States with safety 
and advantage to the interest of the Government 
and’ the. Union, and great benefit to those States. . 
The details may, no doubt, be greatly improved; 
for which I rely on the intelligence of 
the. body, and critical. examination of the 
committee, should the amendment be adopted 

` and referred. At the present stage, I regard no- 
thing but the great principles on which it rests, and 
its outlines, to be at issne; and I do hope, that all 
who may concur with me on principle, will give 
the amendment their support, whatever imperfec- 
tion they may suppose to exist in its modifications. 
A measure relating to a question so vast and com- 
plicated, can be perfected in its details, however 
sound the principles on which it rests, or correct its 
general outlines, only by the joint consultation and 
counsel. ‘With these remarks, it will not be ne- 
cessary for me, at this stage, to give more than a . 
‘general summary of the provisiorig of the proposed’ 
amendment. f 

Its object is to instruct the com 
amend the bill, as to dispose of all the pyblicJands, 
lying in the States of Alabama, Louisiani 
sippi, Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois, Michigan, 
Ohio, and Indiana, with the exception of sites 
for forts, navy and dock yards, arsenals, ma- 
gazines, and other public buildings; the ces- 
sion not to take place tiil after the 30:h June, 
1842, and then only on the States respectively agree- 
ing to the ci nditions prescribed in the amendment; 
that is, to pass acts irrevocable to adhere to those 
conditions, the most prominent of which is to pay 
. annually, on a day fixed, to the United States, 65 
per-cent. of the gross proceeds of the sales of the 
lands; that the land Jaws, asthey now stand, and 
as proposed to be modified by the amendment, shall 
remain unchanged, except with the consent of Con- 
gress; that the cessien shall be in full of the 5 per 
cent. fund thereafter toiaccrue to those States; that 
they shall be exclusively liable for the cost of sur- 
veys, sales, extinction of Indian titles, and manage- 
ment generally; that the States may, within certain 
prescribed limits, graduaily reduce the price of the 
lands that may remain unsold after having been 
offered for sale ten -years or upwards; may grant, 
for a limited period, the right of pre-emption for 
ninety days to the actual settlers, at- each step in 
the reduction of price; and finally, that if the con- 
ditions of cession be viola‘ed by.a State in. any par- 
ticuiar, all titles or grants to land thereafter sold 
by the State to be null and void—thus giving the 
measure the force and solemnity of a compact, and 
placing the whole under the protection of the courts, 
which would pronounce the titles to be void, if 
made after an infraction of the conditions of the 
‘eession, an: 
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of these various conditions at this time. On a 
question of reference, where the principle only is at 
issge, it is not necessary. It is sufficient to say 
that the Jeading object is to make as little change in 
the land system, as it now exists, as is consistent 
with the object in view, and to adopt such provisions 
as will enforce the faithful performance of the terms 
of cession on the part of the States, with the least 
compensation for their expense and trouble, and 
loss to the Government, in a pecuniary point of 
view, consistent with the arrangement. If it can 
be made to appear that there are reasonab‘e grounds 
to. believe that the States will faithfully comply 
with these conditions and that there will be no 
pecuniary loss to the Government, compared with 
the system as it now «xtands, in consequence of the 
proposed disposition, it would seem difficult to 
conceive what substantial objection there can be 
to the measuie. 

I am thus brought to the great, I might say the 
only question admitting a doubt as to the expedi- 
ency of the measure. Will the States adhere to 
their contract? or, to express it differently, would 
there be danger that the Government would lose 
the land, in consequence of the States refusing to 
comply with the conditions of the cession? And if 
not, will the pecuniary loss to the Government be 
such as to make it inexpedient, even if there be 
full assurance that the terms of cession will not 
be violated? 

Before I enter on the discussion of these impor- 
tant points, it. will be proper to make a few remarks 
on the extent of the interest that would be em- 
braced in the cession. Without it, there would be 
but an imperfect conception of the subject. 

The quantity of public lands lyingin the new 
States, and embraced in ihe amendment, was esti- 
mated to be,on the Ist of January, 1840, about 
160,000,000 of acres. It has been reduced since 
by sales, the exact quantity not known; but it will 
not materially vary the amount. The Indian title 
has been extinguished to nearly the whole, and 
about three-fourths has been surveyed and platted, 
of which'a larger part has been long in the market 
(much, more. than twenty years) and has been 
picked and culled, over and over again, with the 
view of taking all worth having, at the present 
price, even during the great expansion of currency, 

and consequent rise in price, and speculation in 
public lands, in 1835, 36, and 37, If compared 
in quantity to tne remainder of the public domain, 
it will be found to be not equal to one-sixth part of 
the whole. In this respect, itis a far more limited 
measure than that proposed by the Senator from 
Kentucky, to which mine isan amendment. That 
embraces not only the proceeds of the whole public 
domain, exceeding 1,000,000,000 acres, but in- 
clades, in addition, the large sums drawn from the 
duties on imposts, which are annually expended on 
its sales and management, all of which he proposes 
permanently to distribute. Itis also more, limited 
in its application than the or'ginal bill, which em- 
braces all the lands to which the Indian tite is ex- 
tinguished, as well Territories as States, which 
greatly exceeds the quantity lying in the Jatter. 

Having now shown the object and tle character 
with the scope of this measure, I shall next pro- 
ceed to the great, and I must say, in my opinion, 
the only quesion that admits of controvery—will 
the States adhere faithfully to the terms.of the ce:- 
sion? Or, on the contrary, will they violate a com- 
pact solemnly entered into, on just and liberal prin- 
ciples, mutually beneficial to both, and which will 
place them, as to their. domain, on the same inde- 
pendent footing on which the other States stand? 

I would ask, at the outset, is there any thing in 
their history to justify a suspicion of a want of 
good faith? Have they been in the habit of vio- 
lating contracts? If so, point out a-single instance? 
Instead of giving ground to excite svspicion, | ye- 
joice to say their histcry affords many and striking 
examples of exact and faithful compliance with 
their engagements. They all have standing com- 
pacts with the Government, entered into on their 


admission into the Union, which impose important : 


limitations on what otherwise would be their un: 
questioned right as independent members of the 


Union; and, among others, the important one, not 


It is not my intention to go into an investigation } 


“ane actual sale of the public lands for J 


g 


rae 


held by the United States withih their limits, 
also, for the period of five years after sale; the por 
tion held by purchasers. ‘To their honor beit sai 
that in the long period which has elapsed fro’ 
admission of the oldest of these States, the¥é 


not been a single instance of a violation on’ thèit 


part of their plighted faith. With so striking: 


example of fidelity to engagements, with what js- 


tice can it be objected that the States will violate 
their plighted faith to a contract every, way advan: 
tageous to them, as well as the rest of the Union? 


Bat I take higher ground, and put the question, . 


with what propriety can we object to the want of 
faith on the part of the States to their engagement 


What is our Constitution but a compact between, 


the States; and how do we hold seats here butin 
virtue of that compact? And isit for us to. turn: 


round and question the faith on which our system = 


stands, and through which we have. our. political 
existence; and this, too, when it is. notorious that 


the State Governments have adhered with far mote |} 


fidelity than this to the constitutional. comp 
Many and great violations are charged, and tr 
charged to us, while few, very few, can be 
attributed to them, or 


aly 


a 


But, admitting there might be danger.of losing | 


the lands, should they be disposed of asproposeé, 
from the want of good faith “on the part: ofthe 


only of not taxing the vast portion of theifdomain | 


i 
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States, I boldly. assert that the danger of their:being’ -i 


lost is far greater, if the prezent system should:uo- 
fortunately be continued, and that, too, under.cir- 


cumstances vastly more disastrous to the peace and _ 


safety of the Union. What I have asseried comes 
from deep and solemn conviction, resulting -from 
along and careful examination of this vast.and: 
complicated subject. iy 
Those who have not given special  attention’to 
it, and the progress of our land system, can'forin 


no just conception of the danger to which’ the pubs 


lic lands are exposed. The danger is’ two-fold: 


that they will be lost by the mere progress of settle-. 


ment, without payment, in consequence of the vast: 


quantity beyond the wants- of the country, to-‘which 
the Indian title is extinguished; ‘and if thatshould 


not be the case, they will be from the growing còns, 


flict between the old and new States, in onse- 


quence of the rapid increase of the latter, and’ ite ` 


great difference in tbeir respective views of the 


policy proper to be adopted in reference “to‘thém. 
Both causes are operating with powerful effédt; 
and if they do not speedily attract thé ‘attention’ of 
the Government and the country, they will’certainly 
terminate before long, either ‘by their separate” or 
joint actien, in the los3 of the public domain.” No- 
thing but a fall understanding of the causes ‘of dan- 
ger; and the application of prompt and efficient re- 
medy, can prevent it; and what I propose ‘is to pre- 
sent a brief skeich of my views in reference to 


| both. 


As important as it is, few have turned the iteh- 
tion it deserves to the almost miraculous extension 
of our land system. In the comparatively 


time in which it has been in operation, the In jan. 


title has been extinguished, in round nurobers, to 
320,000,000 of acres, of which there-has. peen sold 
81,000,000, and granted away, for yarions put- 

pe 


poses, 12,600,600, leaving in the pussessio 
Government, on the Ist of January, '1840,:926,- 
600,000, a larger portien -of which is surveyed, 
platted, and in the market, showing that.the pro- 
press of extingvishing the: titles of the Indians has 


far outrun the demands of ‘the country for-Govern- ` 


ment lands, as grear asit, has been. In..fact, the 
reality far exceeds the statement, as strong as that 
is; for, of the eighty-one millions. of acres sold, 
upwards of thirty-eight millions were sold in the 
years 1835, 6 and 27, during the great expansion 
of the currency abd rage for speculation in lands, 


of which but a smali portion, perhaps not a third,’ 
was for settlement; and of the residue, a greater. 
pait, say twenty millions, is sull for sale in the . 


hands of large purchasers. Making proper allow= 


ance forthe speculative operations of those years, /. 


daring the period of fifty years, which hi 


from the beginning ot the .Government,-would not 


probably exceed sixty millions of acres, about one, 
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fourth as much as that to which the Indian title is 
now extinguished. < 


_ But numbers can give but a very imperfsct con- 


ception of the vast extent of the region to which 
the Indian title is extinguished, and of which the 
Government. is the sole and exclusive proprietor. 
Yo -ferm a correct idea of its great magnitude, it 
will. be necessary to compare it to portions of the 
Union, the extent of which is familiar to all. To 
enable me to dothat, a friend has furnished me 
with a statement, trom which it appears that if all 
the land now unsold, and to which the Indian title 
is extinguished, was grouped together, it would be 
equal in extent to all New England, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, and a third of North Carolina. But this 
falls far short of the vast extent of the region 
throughout which itlies dispersed—a region equal- 
ling all the old Atlantic States, taking in all Flori- 
da, the States of Alabama and Mississippi, and 
balf of Tennessee. Jnto this vast and unocenpied 
domain, our people, with a multitude of foreigners, 
are pouring yearly in one incessant tide, by thou- 
sands on thousands, seeking new bomes, some with 
the means of purchasing, who select the best lands; 
others with insufficient means, who select their place, 
and settle, with the hope of purchasing in a short 
time; anda large class without means, who set- 
tle on spots, without any fixed intention but to re 
main so long as they are undisturbed, generally on 
tracts of inferior quality having the advantage of 
aspring, with a small portion of mere fertde land, sufti- 
cient for their limited cultivation, but not sufficient 
to induce a purchaser to take it at the Government 
price. This class of s:ttlers has greatly increased, if 


1 am correctly informed, within the last ten or fifteen , 


years, and are rapidly and still increasing, especi- 
ally in the West and Southwestern Slates, where the 
proportion of gvod to inferior land is comparatively 
small, and must cotitinue to increase with accele- 
rated rapidity, to long as the present land system 
remains as it is. 

Those who have bad an opportunity of witnes:- 
ing the effect of such occupaney on tie minds of 
the settlers, will not be ata loss to anticipate the 
consequences: which must follow unless arrested. 
Oecupation long and undisturbed, accompanied by 
improvement, however limited, cannot fail to be 
„associated with, the idea of property, in the 
“soil. It is that; in fact, which constitutes the 
primitive right inland. This will be felt in com- 
mon by all the occupants similarly situated— 
will be sure to create an esprit de corps, ac- 
companied by mutual respect for each others? 
rights, which would not jail to make it dan- 
gerous for any cne to disturb the rights of 
another. This feeling will not be long in 
showing-itseif towards the emigrant intrader, as he 
would be- considered, coming in with the view of 
purchase.. Fle would find n nota httle hazardous 
to enter and purchase a spot held by a mere ogeu- 
pant, or squatter, if you will, and oust him of his 
possession. Ina short lime, no one who regards 
his peace and safciy, will auempt itj and then, the 
feeling, which began with the poorer class, will ex- 
tend rapidly upwards to the more wealthy, until, 


finally, none will look toany other title but eceu” 


pancy and improvement, and all, the rich and pocr, 
will become squatters, with a common interest to 
maintain and defend each other, when the public 
lands will be lost, and cease to be any longer a 
source of revenue, if nothing be done to stop it. 
For the truth of the picture I appeal to the Sena- 
tors: from the new States, especially from 
the Western and Southwestern. We bave thus 
presented the difficult quesiion, what is to be done 
to remedy it? 
` Stig perfectly natural that the first iropression 
should’ be, tò keep out intruders on the pub- 
lic lands.. The lands belong to the people. of 
othe: Union as common property, and it would 
seem contrary to reason and justice, that any 
one should’ be permitted to enter on and appro- 
priate the use of that to himself, without paying 
for it, which belongs to all; and we accordingly find 
nota small portion of the Senate, whe insist on keep- 
. ing out and expelling all intruders as the proper 
‘remedy. Butin this case, like many others, we 
must look beyond mere abstract right. What 


| 
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] scems so plausible would, when tried, prove mr 


` practicable. We need no other proof than the 
fact that no Administration has ever undertaken it, 
even when it would bave been an easy task, com- 
paratively to what it now world be. How is it to 
be döne? By the marshals and their deputie-? Can 
they expel from their homes the vast host of occu- 
pants on the public lands, all hardy and bold men, 
familiar with the use of the most deadly of wea- 
pons? Wonld you employ the army? It would be 
found almost a$ impotent as the civil authority. If 
the whole military’ was employed in this to the ne- 
glect of all other service, there would be more than 
five hundred and fifty square miles for each officer 
and soldier, supposirg your establishment to be full. 
No; were it possible to employ the military in so 
odious a service in this free country, you would 
have to double your force, at a cest greater than the 
annual income from the land; and the work would 
he ever beginning and never ending. If you drive 
them away and destroy their improvements, as suon 
as the force was withdrawn, they would return to 
their poszessian, I bad some experience, while Se- 
cretary at War, of the difficulty cf expelling and 
keeping of intruders; and I found that the message 
which brought intelligence of the withdrawal of 
the force wes immediately followed by that which 
brought information that the intruders bad re- 
turned. 

But the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] 
deems all this as merely imaginary, and asserts 
that intruders may readily be kept-off the public 
lands. 1 will not attempt to reply to his reason for 
this opinion. He an: his political friends will soon 
be in power, with a chief of their own selection, 
and in whose firmness and energy they express 
high confidence. Ta six weeks the tims will come 
round which brings him into power, and we shall 
sce what will follow. Withont pretending to the 
spiritof prophecy, } feel I hazard nothing in pre- 
dieting, ahat what is deemed so easy to be done 
when out of power, will be pronounced impracti- 
cable when in. The S-nator would have too 
much prudence to give the advice, but, if not, the 
President elect will, I conjecture, have too much 
diseretion fo act on it. 

If, however, 1 should be roistzken, and the at- 
tempt should be made to expel the cecupants from 
the public lands, I hazard nothing in predicting 
that the Administration will go out of power with 
ten times the majority. with which it came in, as 
great as that was. The bitterest enemy could not 
give more fatal advice. 

If, then, this powerfal tide of emigration, which 
is flowing in on the public lands, cannot be arrested, 
what ought, or can be dene, to prevent the less of 
the public domain, by the aciion of the causes 
already explained? This isthe difficult question. 
In ans wer I say, we mast do as we are often com- 
peiled to do in our progress throngh life—ac- 
commodate ourselves to circumstances; to mitigate 
evils we cannot overcome, and.retard or lessen 
those we eannot prevent. Such are the laws to 
which beings of our limited powers and control 
over events, must necessarily yield. 

Without, then, undertaking the impossible task 
of arresting the tide of emigration, or expelling the. 
settlers, I would advise the adoption of the most 
judicious and efficient measures of converting them 
into freeholders, with the least sacrifice consistent 
with effecting that object. The first step towards this, 
should be to unite the interest of this Government 
with that of the States within which the lands lie, 
so as to combine the powcr and influence of the 
two for their preservation. Without it, nothing 
can be done. If they should not be united, the 
necessary consequence would be, that the interest 
of the States would be invariably found to be op- 


posed to that of the Government, and its weight 
thrown on the side of the settlers on all questions 
between them, of which we have daily proof in our 
proceedings. In theend, their united power and: 
infleence would prevail. If this indispensable step 
be not taken, ina short time, instead of građa- 
alion and pre emption,.we shall have: a demand 
not to be resisted, for donations and grants to the 
settlers. A leading inducement with him to dispose 
of the lands to the States, was to eflect this impor- 
tant union of interest. tis the only way by which 


‘jfean be accomplished, and to render it sufficiently 


strong to effect the object intended, Iam in favor 
of a liberal compensation to the States, for the ex. 
pense and trouble of their management. 

Bat something more is indispensable to prevent 
the loss of the lands; and. that is, to'hold- out ade-. 
quate inducement to the. seitlers to become free- 
holders by purchasing” the. land. This can be ef- 
fected with the least loss tothe Government, and 
greatest advantage to the-settlers, by-& judicious 
sysiem of graduation and pre-emption; and it. is 
with that view that provisions are made for both in 
the amendment which I intend to offer. It pro- 
vides, that the States may, at their diseretion, re- 
duce the price of all lands which have been offered 
at sale ten years and upwards, to one dollar per 
acre, afier the 30th of June, 1842; and all that may 
be in market for fifteen years and upwards, to 
seventy-five cents per acre, afier the 30-h of June, 
1847; and all that may have been twenty years 
and upwards, to fifty cents per acre, after the 30th 
of June, 1852; and ali that have been twenty-five 
years and upwards, to twenty five cents, after the 
30th of June, 1857; and all that have been thirty 
years and upwards, to twelve cents, after the 30th 
of June, 1862; and all that should remain unsold 
five years thereafter, to'be surrendered to the States; 
with the right, also, at their discretion, to allow pre- 
emption for ninety days to sctilers, at each ‘step-in 
the reduction of the price. It also prevides; that 
all lands, after having been offered for sale in those 
States, shall, at the expiration of ten years from 
the time of being offercd, become subject, in like 
manner, to graduation and pre-emption. 

The object of these provisions is to hold out in- 
decements to the settlers to purchase, by bringing 
the lands, within a reasonable pericd, to a price 
which weuld not only justi’y, but hold out strong 
inducement to them to purchase One great diffi- 
culty in the way of purchasing, as the system now 
stands, is, that the great body of the lands are not 
worth, in reality, the price of $1 25, t which they 


‘are sold by the Government. There appears to be 


a great mistake on this point, which itisi . portant 
to correct. Instead of almost every acre, asis sup- 
posed by some gentlemen in debate, to be worth 
that sum, the reverse position is true, that none was 
worth it bat that which was, at the time, coming in 
demand by purchasers. I rest the assertion on: the 
well established principle that demand and ‘supply 
regulate price, and the fact that an article which is 
in the market at a fixed priee, open to the demand 
of all, and is not taken, is the best proof tbat the 
price is above the market value at the time. It is 
in vain to talk of intrinsic value—a thing wholly 
different from price: There are many things of 
the highest intrinsic value that have no price, as 
air and water, while many of bat small value 
would, from their great scarcity, command a very 
high ene. In the language of business, a thing is 
worth what it will sell for, and no one is willing to 
give more, unless compel'ed by some particular 
reason. The occupants of the public lands. par- 
take of this feeling. They are unwilling to give 
for the inferior lands, which for the most part they 
cecupy, $1 25, when a small-part only of the best 
lands offered for sale would command that; and 
feel that they have something like justice on their 
side in not giving so high a price for their 
possessions. 4 

This feeling must be met; and it is. pro- 
posed to meet it by the provisions for gradu- 
ation and pre-emption which I have just stated; a 
policy so liberal towards a large, though poor class, 
not less honest and patriotic than the rest of the 
community, could not fail to have a happy effect, 
net only in reference .to them, but in a more en- 
larged point of view. One of the most important 
would be the great increase of the number of small 
freeholders, which, in the hour of danger, would 
prove of vast importance, especially in the weakest 
portion of the Union—in the Southwestern States— 
where the provision wouid have th greatest effeet. 
ft would be the class tha! would furnish the bar- 
diest and best soldiers, with the advantage of being 
inured to the climate. Combined and. modified as 
they would be, they cannot but have a powerfal 
weight in inducing the eceupants to purchase. I 
will work a revolution is -his charactere- He will 
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regard himself, on his litle domain, more a free- 


holder than a squatter; and as the price in the de-, 


-scending scale of graduation approaches the price 
that lands such as he occupies would sell for, his 
industry and ecenomy will be exerted to be pre- 
pared with the requisite means to make the pur- 
chase. The liberal character of the policy would 
impress him with deep feelings of respect for the 
justice and care of the Government; and the secu- 
rity it would afford would put an end to the esprit de 
corps, which otherwise would be so strong; and all, 
combined with the influence of the States on the side 
of the Government, would, I feel confident, guard 
effectually against the danger of losing the lands, 
as far as the occupants are concerned, in the only 
way that would be practicable. 

The amendment proposes to leave it to the States 
to graduate and grant pre-emptions or.not, at their 
diseretion, within the limits prescribed. The con- 
ditions of the several States are very different in re- 
ference to the expediency of exercising the right. 
In the uniformly fertile region in the upper portion 
of the great Valley of the Mississippi, it may not 
be necessary to resort to either, or, if so, to a very 
limited extent; while in the Southwestern States, in- 
cluding Arkansas, it would be indispensable; and 
hence the propriety of giving the right, but leaving 
the exercise to the discretion of the States. Each 
State would be the most competent judge whether 
it should be exercised or not, and to what extent. 

Having considered the provisions intended to 
guard against the danger of losing the lands from 
mere occupancy, without payment, I next propose 
to make some some remarks on that of their being 
lost, in consequence of the conflicting policy be- 
tween the new and old States in reference tv them, 
should the present system be continued. To un- 
derstand this danger, we must have a just concep- 
tion of the cause in which it originates, which I will 
endeavor first to explain. 

‘In the nature of things, iffis impossible that 
the ‘new and old States can take the same view 
of the policy proper to be adopted in reference 
to ‘the public domain. Their respective posi- 
tion, interest, and extent cf knowledge in refer- 
ence to it, are wholly different, which cannot 
but bave a correspondent effect on their views. The 
eld States stand in reference to the new some- 
what in the light of an absent owner of 
a. large estate, and not without some of 
his feelings, while the new stand, in some degree, 
in the situation of those who oceupy and work his 
estate, with feelings not a lite akin to those which 
belong to that relation. That such is the case, and 
that it leads to diverse views ofthe policy that 
ought to be adopted, and that, again, to conflict 
between them, the questions now. before us, the 
discussion now going on, the feelings it excites, 
and the yearly and violent agitation of those ques- 
tions for the last eight or ten years,abundantly prove. 
Nor is it less clear that they have increased, and 
must increase with the growth and influence of the 
new States, over the action of the Government, till 
their rapid growth will give them the ascendency, 
when they will decide it in their own way, under 
th? high pretensions and excited feelings of real or 
supposed injustice which must neces-arily grow 

out of along continued and violentconflict. It is, in 
like manner, clear that the evil. originates in the 
ownership and administration by the Government 
f the lands lying in the new States, and constitut- 
ing a larger portion of their Territory. If, to these 
considerations, it be added that the question: grow- 
ing out of this great subject must extend to and cm- 
brace, and influence in their bearings, every other 
question of public policy, as is illustrated by 
the amendment for distributing the proceeds of 
the sales of the lands among the Staves, which, 
in its consequences, takes in the whole circle 
of our legislation, and that it must enter in- 
to and ibfluence all our political siru 
pecially that in which all others are concen- 
trated—the Presidential election—some conception 
may be formed of the distracting influence, the agi- 
tation and danger which must grow out of this 
great question, if not speedily settled. 

If something be pot done, it is not difficult to 
see that the danger from these causes.and that from 
oceupancy must ran together, and that their com- 
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bined forces wiil be altogether irresistible. The oc- 
cupants on the public lands lying within the States 
are voters, with a weight at the polls equal to. the 
most wealthy, and, of course, an equal influence 
over the election of President and Vice President, 
members-of Congress, and State Governments. I 
hazard little in asserting that, if they have not al- 
ready, from their numbers, a decided influence over 
all the elections in many of the new States, they 
will, ina very short peried, from their rapid in- 
crease, if nothing should be done to arrest the evil. 
That influence would be felt here, and move- 
ments would be made to satisfy the demands 
of so numerous and powerful a class, till with their 
growing influence, the proposition will be boldly 
made, to give, as has been stated, the land with- 
out purchase, to which, from the necessity of the 
case, the Government will be compelled to yield, 
in order to avoid the danger of being seized 
and kept in open defiance of its authority. 

Against this, the only ground that can be devised, 
as far as I can see, is theone I have proposed; 
to dispoze of the land to the States—to part with 
ownership and administration, the root of the 
evil—on fair and equitable conditions, with the best 
possible provisions that can be devised to ensure 
the faithful performance of the compact. Tf that, 
with the provisions against the danger from occu- 
paney, cannot prevent the loss of the public lands, 
{ know not what can. I have as strong conficence 
as the nature of the subject will admit, that it will 
when perfected in its details by the wisdom of the 
Senate, prove all sufficient, not only to prevent 
the loss of the public-domain, but toarrest the many 
and growing evils, to which I have alluded, as 
incident to the system as it now exists. 
But, if in that it is possible I shorld err, with 
all the caution I have taken to come fo a 
correct conclusion, I feel assvred I cannot, in 
asserting that the danger would be far less, under 
the amendment Iintend to propose, than it wontd 
be should the system continue as it now stands; 
and that if the public domain is to be |. st, it is far 
better it should be under the former than the latter. 
It would be with far less intermediate hazard, and, 
in the end, with less violence and shock to our pc- 
litical fabric. In the one case we could Jose no- 
thing but the value of the Jand, which F shall pre- 
sently show is far less than usually estimated, while 
in the other no one can estimate what the loss may 
not be. 

Having now, I trast, shown to the satisfaction 
of the Senate, that noching short of disposing of the 
public lands, on just, equitable, and liberal terms, 
can remedy the evils, and guard against the dan- 
gers incident to the system, under existing circum- 
stances, it only remains to consider what would be 
the effects of the measure on the revenue, ecm- 
pared with the present system. Should I be able 
to prove,‘as I hope to do, that even in that respect 
it will bear a highly advantageous comparison, it 
would yield more, and that when most needed, 
now, when the Treasury will require reptenishing, 
every solid objection to iis adoption would, I trast, 
be removed. 

There wasa great and prevaleat mistake as to 


_the trne value of the public lands, as T have just inti- 


mated. They are estimated as if every acre was 
worth $1 25 paid down, without taking into as- 
coant thal only a small quantity cou'd be sold an- 
naally atthat price, and that by far the greater 
portion of the income from the sales can only be 
received through a long series of years, extending 
to avery re sote period. dn estimating. what is 
their true value, we must not forget that time has 
the same effect on value, which distance has on 
macnitnde; and that, as the largest objecis in ihe 
universe dwindle to a point, when removed to 
the distance of the stars—so the greatest value, 
when itean only be realized at remote periods, di- 
mini almost to nothing. It isin consequence 
iference between present and rutare value, 
that a sum paid down is worth twice as muck as 
an equal sam. to be paid sixteen years hence, esti- 
mated at 6 per cent. simple interest, and four times 
as much as a like sum to be paid at the end of thirty- 
two years. I do not take fractions of years into 
the estmate. The principie is familiar t» all who 


are in the habit of calculating (he present value of. 


‘ing the case. 


© would be sufficien 


annuities for a given number of years, and is as 
applicable to regular annual incomes from. land, or. 
any other source, as-it is from: what is usually 
called an annuily. On the same ‘principle, dis- 
counts are made on ‘payments in advance. But 
we arc-in the daily kabit of overlooking “this. plain 
and familiar principle, known . to éyery ‘business: 
man in the manegement of his own‘ affairs, in. esti- 
mating the value of the public domain. - In Gonse- 
quence of such oversight, the 160,000,000 of ‘actes 
lying in the new States have been estimated. to :be 
worth $200,000,000, at $1 25 per acre—a sum 
nearly eight times greater than its real value, sup- 
posing that it would give an annual income ave- 
raging $2,500,000 annually, and admitting every 
acre will be sold at. $1 25—a supposition far 
greater than wil ever be realized. The Committee 
on Public Lands, at the last session, assuming 
these data, proved incontestably that the true prè- 
sent'value did not exceed twenty-six millions:and:a 
half of dollars. They showed, in the: first place, 
that a permanent income forever of $2,500,000. 
would be worth but a fraction more than forty-one 
millions of dollars in hand, as that sum, at six per 
cent. would give an equal income. ‘They: next 
showed; that to derive an income of $2,500,000 
from the hundred and sixty millions of acres in the 
new. States, would exhaust every acre in eighty. - 
years; and that, of course, instead of being.a per- ` 
manent income, it would be one. only. for: that,pe- 
riod, which would reduce its value: to ab: hirty- 
four millions of dollars, which would be its present 
value, if there was no expense attending its sales 
and management, That is, however, far from be- 
Applying the same rule of calcula- 
tion to the annual expense incident to their manage- 
ment, including what would be saved by the Ge- 
vernment, if the cession should be made, as- 
cerinined to be about $550,000 annually, they find 
the present value of the land to be the sum stated, 
(826,500,000.) The resuit, assuming the data to be 
cocreet, is incontrovertible; and that sum ‘would 
constitute the entire amount of the loss under the 
present system, if the lands were really to be given 
away by the proposed cession, as has been most un- 
fairly charged on the other side of the chamber. : 

I propose to apply the same principle:to the same 
lands, to show its present value, under the: operation 
of the measure I intend to propore. ` Should “it be 
adcpied, the whole of the lands in question. would 
be sold, I assume, in twenty-five years from ‘the time 
they become subject to the graduating process— 
which is muck more probable than that the whele 
would be sold in eighty years at the’ present 
price of $1 25 per acre. T next assume that equal. quantities 
would be sold duriag each period of graduation, :Enext assume 
that the portion not yet offered for sale, and. which, according 
tu the amendment, would not be subject to graduation, and 
which is estimated in the report of the Committee.on-Pablic 
Lands, to amount to a little more than 62,000,000: of, actes, 
wouldyieli an average revenue during the ten years, equal in. 
proportion lo what the 160,000,000 acres are estimated to yield. 
Ji is probably much less than what they would, as they will, 
for the first time, be offered forsale; I also estimate that the 
lands that have been offered, and which have not yet run ten 
years, and will of course be held till then at $1 25, will, with 
that which will be sold on the first reduction to $1, average 
$1123. Ihave also estimated the whole period including that 
which isnow in progress towards ten years, and the first pe- 
riod of reduction, as oue period of fifteen years, and that ‘the 
eatire amount sold during the entire period, will only equal the 
average of the other periods of graduation, (five years;) an esti- 
mate greatly under the truth. i : 

Oa these data {have based the calculations which have: been 
made, with great care, and Í find the present value of the lands 


would be more than a third more under my: proposed: amend- 
ment, than under the existing system; and that the. excess 
to pay the 35 per cent. proposed to. be. al- 
lowed fo the new States for their expense and: trouble; leaving 
5 to be received by the Government, equal to the entire 
nt valne of the lands, under the existing -eystem.; ‘Such is 
ast difference between receiving a. smater amount by an- 
nual payments, during halfof a long period apd a much larger 
one in like mannes during double.of the time, nook 
"There are but two of the data-on which, the calculation ia 
based, which can be supposed to have arly, material effect on the 
result, which can possibly prove to. be over estimated; the one, 
that all the lands will be sold: during the period of graduation, 
which, however, is quite as probable, to say the least, as that ail 
will he sold in eighty years at $1. 25; and the other, that equal 
quantities would be -sold during each step of the reduction. 


is patimprobable this may not prove to be the case, and that 
: ny quarities would be sold towards the latter stages of the 

uation, at lo v. prices, than. during the earher. stages, 
at higher prices, which afec: the result. The - other 
other supposition that equal sums would be received at each 
period, would, probably, be much too law; and the truth mey 
probably prove to Be between them, buteven on that assump: 
tion, the present value, under the measnre I propose, would 
greatly exceed that under the present system; so- much 80,as 


-To be quite sufficient to cover the 13 per cent, proposed to.be al 


jowed tothe States for their trouble, above the expense. of mar 
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‘naging the lands, including the saving to the Government. by 
the cession. Ihave assumed that additional allowance, hecause 
it: nearly corresponds io that proposed to he given in the bill for 


distribution, (introduced by the author of the scheme,) to the ` 


new States, above that aliowedto the old. Irefer tothe bill that 

ssed: both Houses, and was vetoed by the President. That al- 
owed 12} per cent. which, for the sake of facility in caleulating, 
T have enlarged to 13 per cent. 

Thave, I trust, now successfully met the only two objections 
which can, in-tmy opinion, be urged with any plausibility 
against the measure Lintend io propose, by proving not cnly 
that there ‘would be reasonable assurance that the States would 
abide by the terms of the cession, but that it was the only mea- 
sure which could-be devised to prevent the almost certain loss 
of the public domain, under the operation of the system, as it 

“now stand, and that, instead of a loss, there would be a clear 
pecuniary gain. if I havesucceeded in doing so, I have done 
all that, ought, according to my conception, to be necessary 
‘to.obtain the supportof the body. But I cannot be ignorant that 
“there are members from the new States who prefer supporting 
this bili to the measure F intend to propose; not that they think 
at better, but because they believe it has the best prospect of 
passing. In this I think they are mistaken. It isnot probable that 
either'can pass the present session, Itisnow but a few weeks to 

~ its termination, and it 13 impossible, in the midst ofthe crowd of 
other business, that any important measure, not indispensable, 
Can get through, especially a system of pre-emption and gradu- 
ation. which has been so long struggling, unsuccessfully, to pass 
both Houses. Bat ifiteannot pass now, there was litle pros- 
pect thatit could the neal four years, against the opposition of 
the Coming, when it could not with the aid of the present and 
late Administrations. 

With this prospect, I putit to my friends from the new 
States, is there not danger in pressing these isolated measures, 
Which cannot settle the vexed and dangeyons questions of the 

ublic lands, and which, at best, can be pressed on grounds on- 

interesting to those States, that they will lose not only a fa- 
vorite measure, but cause the passage of obnoxious to 
them ofjall measures, that of distribution? Task them, can 

-you hope to oppose successfully a measure so seductive to so 
many members of the Union, by a measure so partial in its ope- 
‘radon, and which, so far from‘appealing to the reason or sym- 
pathy oftwoithirds of the States, secures but a reluctant vote 
rom any of them; more from party feelings and associations, 
than any conviction of its jusiice or expediency? Let me tell my 
friends, that if the struggle. is to continue between this bill and 
the acheme of distribution, it is, on their part, a. desperate one. 
Defeat.is cértain; and there is no way: to avoid it, (fit be not 
already too late,) but {to enlarge the issue—to raise it above 
mere local or pecuniary considerations,to the broad and elevated 
ground ofa final séttlement of this deep and agitating question, 
On just and satisfactory principles, and thereby arrest the count: 

` lens evils “rushing through that channel on the country. It is 
only thus that an antagonist of sufficient strength could be 
reared up against the dangerous and corrupting scheme of dis- 
tribution. A measure seductive to maay of the States, unfortu- 
hately overwhelmed by debt, conld only be sucer ssfully opposed 

“by one which would makea powerful appeal to truth, justice, 
and patriotism. Asstrong as may be the appeal tothe necessity 
of embarrassed States, a still stronger may be mae to the higher 
and more commanding considerations of duty and patriotism, 
: Buch an issue, [believe, the measure | propose would tender to 
the country. Tsolemuly helieve ittohe founded on truth, and 
sustained by justice, and high considerations of policy; andall 
ìt needs to ensure it success, iff mistake not, iy the earnest 
‘and determined support of the Statee which not only havet ae 

-Geepest stake, but whose independence and equality, honor 
and pride, aa members of this proud Republic of States, are 
involved, 


‘Having now presented my views of the amendment Tin- 
‘tend to ofer, with a motion to strike out the amendment of the 
Senator from Kentucky, and insert mino, Ishall conclude with 
a: few remarks in reference to the leading feature of his amend- 
meng, the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands among 
the States, ü 


It ia not my intention to enter on the discussion ofa measure 
which Icannot but regard as palpably uncoustitutional, as well 
as dangerousand corrupting in its tendency, Ido not deem it 
necessary, as I expressed my opinion fully on the subject at the 
laat session. intend at this time to make a few remarks, in 
order to show that, viewed under every possible aspect, it must 
be regarded as either foolish, idle, or unjust. 

Tt ja‘admiitted on all sides that the Treasury is embarrassed, 
and that‘no part of the revenue can be withdrawn without mak- 
ing a Corresponding deficit, which must be supplie by taxes 
on the people, in one form or another, and that the withdrawal 
of the revenue from the Jand would cause a deficit w to be sup- 
piled, of not less, probably, than 35,000,000 annually. The 
whole process, then, would consist in giving to the people 
of the several States their proportional share of the five 
millions of the revenue from the lands, to he collected 
back from the people ofthe United States, in the shape ofa tax 
on imports, or some éther snbject, the same amount, Now, 
sir, Task, is it not clear, ifa State ghould receive by its distri- 
butive share a less sum than the people of that State would 
have to pay in taxes to aupply the deficit, it would be, on their 
part, foolish to support the distribution? So, again, if they 
should receive the same amount they paid instead of a less, 
would it not be idle? And if more, would it not he unjust? Can 
any one deny these conclusions? Haw, then, can a scheme, 
which implies the one or the other of these alteratives, (laying 
‘aside all other weighty objections,) have any chance to he 
adopted? Bui two answers can be given. The ane, 
that the States, which would receive more - fram 
the distribution than their people would have ia pay io 
make wp. the deficit, can autvote the others, and are prepared 
oract on the principle of the strong plundering the weak; and 
the other, thata majority of the States want the money to pay 
‘their debis, or to spend in favorite schemes, and prefer shift. 
“Ingthe responsibtbity of taxing to the General Government 10 
assuming it themselves, without regarding whetber their peo- 
ple ‘would contribute more or less than they may receive. They 
are afraid to lay taxes, Jest the people should see the sums ex- 
tracted from their pockets, arid turn them oul;jand to avoid this, 
would-transfer the task to the General Government, because 
mey can take from the people, through the tax on imports, 
without being detected as to the amount, 

1 take the opportanity, before Usitdown, to tender my thanks 
o the honorable: and high minded stiggestion of the Senator 
om Missouri (My. Linn] considering the interior quarter of 


itas a great improvement. 


the Union from which he comes, to set apart the proceeds of u peated for years. 


the lands asa permanent fund for the.navy. : 

[Mr Erny; in an audible voice. The navy and the defences | 
ofthe country. } : 7 i 

I would rejoice to see such a disposition of it, and do hope 
that he will move an amendment to that effect. I would gladly 
receive itas a modification of my amendment, and would regard 
The navy, sir, isthe right arm of 
our defence, and is equally important to every section—the 
North and South, the- East and West, inland and seaboard. 


. When I look at the condition of our country, and the world, I 


feel that too earnest and too early attention cannot be bestowed 
on the arm of defence on which the country must mainly rely, 
not only for sustaining its just weight and influence in the scales 
of nation, but a]so for protection. 

Mr. HUBBARD called for the yeas and noes on 


the adoption of the substitute of the Senator from 


South Carolina. A 


After a few words between Messrs. CRITTEN~ 
DEN, CLAY of Alabama, and MERRICK— / 

The PRESIDENT again stated the question, 
and . ` ï 

The Cier« commenced calling the list, put he 
had not proceeded further than the name af Mr. 
ALLEN, who voted for the subsiitute cf the Senator 
from Sou'h Carolina, when 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rose and observed that he 
had hardly ever felt more surprised than in listen- 
ing to the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
South Carolina. In offering the amendment which 
he himself had proposed, his simple and unobtru- 
sive purpose had been merely to put on record the 
views he entertained, and what he was willing to 
do on this subjectof pre-emgtion. He hid been 
desirous that his views should not be misunderstood 
or perverted, and he had drawn up and offered his 
amendmen! for the purpose of showing that he was 
willing to go for pre-emption, ifit wascombined with 
the just distribution among the States of the preceeds 
of the sales of the public lands. For these two 
measures, if united, he was willing to vote. He 
had heen desirous of putting this on record, and 
that was his whole purpose in offering his amend- 
ment. For the audacily of making such a pro- 
posal, be continued, I—no, not I—bat my pro- 
position itse!f has been denounced in all the 
variety of epithet which the eloquence of the hono- 
norable Senator could supply. [thas been pronounced 
to be “idle, unjust, or foolish.” This was the senten- 
tieus condemnation passed upon by the Senator 
from South Carolina [Mr. CaLaoun.] The Sena- 
tor from Missouri [Mr. Benton] ‘had directed 
against it a storm of epithets yet more ponderous, 
According to the thunder of that geatleman’s elocu- 
tion, the proposition was “enormous!” “monstrous!” 
So monstrous and so enormous was it that I shrank 
from all attempt at defending it, and the honorable 
Senator did net wonder! Now these argumenta- 
tive epithets of the Senator will, I rather imagine, 
make no very great impression on the understand- 
irg of the country or on the Senate. It is not by 
epiihets that either of those gentlemen, high as they 
may telieve themselves to stand, can pet down 
measures in this body. Great as may be their 
power of animadversicn, it is not on that power 
that the fate of this measure is to depend. The 
gentlemen may suppose I’ shrink from the very 
thought of defending my amendment, because T 
do not choose to cccupy an hour or two in debate 
on what? On a measure new to the Senate? Not 
atal. The bill before us is to grant a prospective 
pre-emption on tbe public lands. Did the honora- 
ble Senator expect I was about to take up 
the time of this body in unfolding the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of a measure of 
this kind? To him, at least, all such discus. 
sion must be, in an*eminent degree, flat, stale, 
and unprofitable. Preemption and graduation 
have been abundantly argued, both now and here- 
tcfore; there remains but one more proposition to 
be consi‘ered, which is distribution. Is that tò be 
debated now? Does the gentleman suppoce that I 
aim going to debate that queslion with the vain 
hope of carrying it now? Surely not; and yet, be- 
cause I have abstained from this, Tam accused of 
shrinking from the defence of my amendment. I 
thovght that it would be abusing the patience of 
the Senate f I should attempt such a thing. And 


-though, from the manner of: the honorable Senator 


from. Missouri, my frankness must have surprised 
the Senate, he has multiplied a repetition of his 
thanks for my proposal of a measure perfectly stale 
from repetition, The propositions have been re- 


1 count? 


What is there about them go 
“monstrous?” Is it pre-emption? Is that so atroce 
cious?. It it distribuion? Is that “idie, unjust, or 
foolish?” If it-be, let Congress take the burden of 
these denunciations on themselves. Pre-emption 
laws we have passed again and again, and a bill 
for distribution passed both the Senate and House 
of Representatives by trinmphant majorities, and 
would have been ihe law of the land long ago but 
for a most extracrdinary and anparaileled instance 
of Executive interposition. Was this the measure 
that was so “monstrous,” so ‘‘exormous,” so 
“outrageous,” as to deter any gentleman from even 
an attempt at its defence? 


Bat the honorable genileman from Missouri 
seems to consider this proposition so monstrous and 
So outrageous, as a measure over “cunning,” that 
I will now say a word or two on that point. Itis, 
on my part, no cunning proposal. I have very 
litde of that quality in my composition; it isa thing 
I know notin my public course; to work by cun- 
ning isa thing I leave to older and more practised 
pohticians than myself. It was not my purpose or 
design to do any thing cunning when I offered-the 
amendment to the present bill; I wished, as I have 
said, to put my exact position on record, that all 
might seeit. I do not see any thing so very teun- 
ning” in this. I knew, before Thad said a word, 
that all who will-not yield their unquesticning as- 
sent to depredations on the public lands may caleu- 
late on being denounced here as enemies of those 
hardy and adventurous men who are our precursors 
in subduing the wilderness. I never was their ene- 
my. I am the son of a pre-emptioner, and was 
myself born on a pre-emption; and if I have been 
restrained from going the full length with gentle. 
men on this subject, itis from no enmity towards 
the pre-emptiovers, but from a sense of duty to the 
Union, as one of the trustees to whom has been 
confided the management of their common proper- 
ly. Irejoice to find that there is now a way in 
which I may at once grstify my sympathies with 
the industrious and hardy settler, and at the same 
time do my public duty to al] the States; that I can 
make a compromise between the rights of the settler 
and the rights of the Union. Iam now ready and 
willing to give a pre-emption right of 320 acres - 
of the public land to every real bona fide set- 
tler who is not worth over one thousand dollars, 
I am prepared to protecthim in his -possession 
against the host of rich and grasping speculators 
who, under the pretext of your pre-emption law, 
and under the deceptive mask of an intention to 
settle and improve your lands, are seeking to get 
the public demain into their possession, that they 
may convert it into an engine to enrich themselves, 
Is there any thing in this proposition so very un- 
reasonable—so ‘‘monstrous”——so “enormous’’-—so 
“cunning?” If we are to have a pre-emption at 
all, for whose benefit is it to be granted? Gentle- 
men, in very moving tones, demand our sympathies 
and demand our bounties for the poor and needy. 
This proposition meetis their sympathies and com- 
plies with their demands; it holds out a bounty to 
the poor andthe needy—a larger bounty than the 
gentlemen themselves propose to give; and all it 
asks is a guard that this bounty shall not be 
given to the rich. Is that “monstrous?” What do 
gentlemen desire? What would they have? Do 
ihey want to give pre-emptions to therich? To make 
the rich richer? If not, why do they reject my pre- 
pesition? Mine has the very essence of a pre- 
emplion law; and itis the only sort of a pre-emp- 
tion law that can be honestly vindicated. Few 
men worth over a thousand dollars seek tor them- 
selves a home amongs: the distant wilds of the public 
lands. Very smallindeed is the number whom 
such a restriction will exclude; but it will shut 
out the men who make their wealth out of the put- 
lie plunder. Do gentlemen resist it on that ac- 


I would not occupy a moment of the Senate’s 
time were I not beund to show that Lam not 
ashamed of the measure I have proposed, and 
have no thought of “shrinking” from its defence. 


What objection ean be urged against that part of 
my amendment whieh proposes to. tnite with pre- 
emption the principle of distribution? Tt would be 
idle at this time to repeat the history-of the cession 


i an. 1841. 


26Tu ConG....2np SESS. 


Pre-emption Law—Mr. Crittenden. 
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- Senate. 


to the Union of. the public domain—on which ces- | 
sion rests-the right of the States to a participation | 
These lands were ceded, be it re-. 
membered; in 1784, ata time when the old confe- | 


in its: proceeds. 


deration was the fundamental law of the Union— 
when the Treasury was supplied by requisitions on 


the States, according to the amount of territory in | 
each State; it was ceded with the express purpose . 
that it should be and remain for the common bene- | 
fit of all the States. The proceeds were to bedi- | 


vided according to the quota furnished by. each 
Siate to the expenses of the General Government; 


and how was that quota regulated? According to i 


an estimate of the amount of improved lands in : 


the several States. 


But is that the rule of the | 


States’ contribution now? If the proceeds of the : 


publie lands go into the Treasury, does each State 
get its share now in this proportion? No; not un- 


less the taxes were in exact proportion to the lands | 


in each State. 
have changed the means of taxation. 
cannot change the words of the acts of cession 


This rule has been altered. You | 
But you : 


under which you hold your public lands; and the | 
only way to falfil the intent and meaning of that | 
cession is to. go according to the terms in which it | 
is expressed. ‘The revenue from the publie lands is : 


not like the rest of the revenue under the Constitu- 
tion. Those lands were ceded to us, not under the 


Constitution, but under the Confederation; and the | 


purpose of the cession can only be fulfilled by as 
hear an approximation to the very words of the 
deed as circumstances now render possible. 

But this proposition is very “dangerous.” The 
honorable gentleman from Missouri reminds us 
that when, some years ago, we were about to distri- 
bute the surplus then in the Treasury by depositing 
it with the States, he uttered the prophecy that the 
practice of distribution would notstop there; that if the 


States once began tolap that blood, itwould eventual- | 


ly become their common food; thatthe General Go- 
vernment would be stripped of its revenue; that 
the S.ates would seize upon the money in the Trea- 


sury, and would have the Genera! Government to | 


collect the deficit as it could; in a word, tnat the 
States, having once got the taste of blood, would 


fasten on, the General Government like so many. | 


- vampires, and would drain its veins of the last drop 


of their vitality.. Well: the honorable Senator last | 
up seems to think (and I concur. with him) that we : 


ought to repose the fullest confidence in the good 
faith of the States, and rely without hesitation on 
their fulfilling all their contracts. But what does 
the argument of the Senator from Missouri imply? 
Confidence in the fidelity. of the States? What a 
magnificent compliment has the honorable gentle- 
man paid to the. States of this Confederacy! In 


his opinion, they are so many vampires-—they are - 
to lap the bicod of the Government—they are to . 


feed upon its strength and suck iis veins.. Why, 
what is the General Government? Is it not their 
own offspring? Andis the parental sentiment so 
weakened, so destroyed, so reversed, that the pa- 
rent will devour the child? The States, it seems, 
are not to be trusted; they are a set of vampires; 
they will lap the heart’s blood of the Government, 
“and drain its veins. ‘That is the Senator’s opinion 
of them. I believe no such thing, but he does; and 
we were told all this, yea, and a great deal more. 
The States, if they once get their hands upon this 
money, will apply it to unwise purposes; it will 
corrupt them—destroy their dignity and sense of in- 
dependence! In our pure hands alone there is no 
contamination. 
spendthrifts, tempted by the sight of money, intoxi- 
cated by the touch of their own property corrupted 


The States are a pack of idle | 


by its possession, and Jed into all sorts of folly and : 
mischief; therefore, we, as a sort of wise guaidians, ` 
must keep these our little wards from juvenile in- | 


discretions—must defend them from themselves, by 
keeping their inheritance! 


The States have a right to demand this distribu- ~ 


tion; and if they have, their circumstances render 
it desirable that they should have what is their due. 
They have debis to pay; and under such circum- 
stances, think you that they donot, like private in- 
dividuals, like to receive what is due them? We 
are:their debtors; we owe them this money; and 
they ought to have it. 
it is no argument to say “we need this money; we` 


& 


If it ig their just Tight, then . 


‘ce a a a aie, 


cannot spare i'; our Treasury is at a very low ebb, 
and if we take out this amount to pay. it to them, 
we shall have to lay taxes to make up the defi- 
ciency.” 
for our purposes. We possess ampler modes of 
raising funds than the States do; and, if paying 
your just debts leaves you with a deficit, itis much’ 
easier for you to supply it than for the States to He 
out of their dues. That is my answer to the honc- 
rable Senator, and all he says about the monstrosi- 
ty ef my preposition. ; 

It is said to be “idle” to pay over his money to 
the States if by taxation we must raise an equal 
sum. But that isa fallacy. I have shown that 
the rate of distribution is to be regulated by the 
principles which prevailed under the old Confede- 
ration, and not according to the ratio of taxation 
established by the Federal Constitution. The pria- 
ciple of distribution applying to the proceeds of 
these lands is special and not general; it is re- 
gulated by the terms of the original cession, 


which was made while the Confederation was yet in | 


force; but we have gone very wide from the rule 
then laid down. Give this money to the States, 
and every: man in the State, rich and poor, wili 
share in the benefit. It is their right, and they ought 
to enjoy it. I might stop there, without going into 
any question of consequences. But if, by dis- 
tributing to the States the proceeds of their own 
property, we are driven to taxation to make up the 
deficit, have we not ample means? Are there not 
juxuries on which a very small tax: will be suf- 
cient for this purpose, without reaching the poor 
man at al? Lay your tax on these luxuries of life, 
and you tax the rich only. This you can do if 
your Treasury is in straits. 1 bope, too, that the 
abstraction of this money may operate to bring 
back the Government to a just and economical ad- 
ministration—such an administration as gentlemen 
a.l profess to desire. But how has it been admi- 
nistered during the expiring dynasty? Has the 
little stream of money flowing in from the sale of 
the public lands had any other effect than to in- 
crease the extravagance of the Government? More 
than thirty millions a year has been expended during 
the Van Boren administration. It would'seem that 
this landed revenue, of which the gentleman from 
Missouri talks to us so solemnly, bas done little 
but feed their extravagance. There is nothing, 
rely upon it, that so promotes extravagance in ex- 
penditure as to feel plenty of money in one’s pocket. 
I do not want this Government to have-apy such 
feeling. I wish it to have no money flowing inses- 
sibly into its possession. J want it to have none 
but what it gets by taxation—so that the people 
-may know and feel where the money comes from. 
Give a Government an income independent of tax- 
es, and the people do not feel what they are pay- 
ing. Sucha mode of filling the Government cof- 
fers must be dangerous, I do not desire it to con- 
tinue; andI hold, therefore, that justice and expe- 
diency alike require that this great subject cf the 
public domain shali be settled as soon as possible. 
Give the amplest provision you please to the poor 
bona fide settler; I do not object to it; Tam ready to 
do it, and I will do it freety and cheerfully; but 
while I do this, I would at the same time do justice 
and discharge my duty to the States, by giving 
them their just shares in the proceeds of the whole 
domain, 

I hold this to be greatly preferable to the scheme 
of cession proposed by the Senator from South Ca- 
rolina I was, I confess, greatly surprised by many 
of the demonstrations of that honorable Senator, He 
reduced the value of the one hundred and sixty 
millions of acres of the public land:, lying within 
nine States of this Union, to twenty-six millions of 
dollars! He reverses the position that each acre 
of that land is worth a dollar and a quarter, and 
holds, on the contrary, that not an acre of it is 
worth that price. 

Mr. CALHOUN explained. He had meant to 
be understood that theJands were none of them 
worth a dollar and a quarter cash in hand value; and 
that none were worth that butsuch as could now be 
purchased in market. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The Senator thinks he 
can reduce the total value of the whole. domain to 
its yalue as a sum in hand; and he insists that this 


We have no tight to use their property. 


abahan 


| 


sum, put out at interest, will bring. us: morethay 
the lands will, Why, what is: the. value-of Jand 
covered with the ocean. which no, mancan -draint 
Or what isthe value of land with-no human-being 
to cultivate it or to enjoy the fruit of if? Whatis 
the value in hand, of land so situated? Wet the | - 
Senator concludes’ that, beeause such Jenddis — 
of no value now, we ought to sell it now. for ~ 
nothing. Thatis the substance of his argument. 
What is the selling price of land under the-sea, 
not drained, or land at present inaccessible. to. set. 
lement? No man can get. at the ene or wan‘s:the 
other—and, while things so remain, it has no-pre- 
sent value at all, But would: a: prudent man; or - 
a prudent Government, therefore, part with it: for 
‘nothing? The value of a thing consists in the-use 
of it—that is the value cf land, and that ‘only. 
Its value depends on the demand for it.. Till the 
demand advances, we-mnst content ourselves to 
wait. When it comes to be wanted, then it will 
have its value. pute 

It is disgraceful to witness the manner. in which 
matters are now proceeding—fo see: the: sale of 
valuable lands postponed as’ it has lately beén. 
The sale is advertised to take place in the midst:of 
cold inclement weather,and, when this is complained 
of, the Secretary then writes a most gracious “letter. 
declaring that, though he is in very great-wantof 
money, yet he will condescend to put off the sale 
a little longer. The Treasury wants a: litte mo- 
ney: does not know where to get-it, watil: itis-re- 
solved to get up a pre-emption law: then: Mr, 
Secretary, in all haste advertise the. lands. for 
sale, at a time proper or improper, no matter. Just 
as a spendthrift hastens to sell off a piece of -his 
patrimony to-day to pay for the extravagance. of 
yesterday, and to get what he needs for more: ex- 
travagance to-morrow. . 

The whole basis of the honorable Senator’s ar- 
gument is perfectly idle and visionary. To talk of 
tbe present value of one hundred and sixty millions 
of acres of land, when every body knows that not 


. more than five millions of it are wanted:in a year? 


What demand is there for one hundred and sixty 
milions of acres of land? “What is the:price-such 
a tract will bring if put up to sale? : Had wetnot 
betier husband it and sell it off, little by Jittlej:as: it 
is needed? Can we not hold the property and sell 
it cff for homes to settlers as homes are. needed? 
Can we net keep it for posterity, when they will want 
homes too? This is not a subject to which to apply 
the calculations of annuities. The-land is- not 
wanted now, and therefore there is no groundon 
which to calculate ils value at this moment. 

But this notable scheme of cession is..to:xremove 
ata stroke all our evils. This to put an-end:to 
our angry debates; this to put far away the danger 
of the lands falling into the. hands of the settlers, 
or of the States. No mor: jealousies. are. to. be 
felt between new and old States; no more Execu- 
tive patronage is to be felt in this body or elsewhere; 
ro more landed bribes are to be offered by-ambi- 
tions seekers of the Presidency-—nothirg of all this 
is to be felt any more—all, all isto be at an end; 
and moreover, ihe ccssion is to bring you in more 
money for yourlands! Now, I differ entirely from 
the learned Senator in all these calculations. : E will 
show you how it is he makes the land produce: us 
more money; by calculating, in the first place, what 
the land would fetch, if set up at auction when no 
one wants to buy,and then contrasting this with what 
we are to get for it from the States to whieh we-are 
to cede it. But will this remove one: solitary evil 
of all those he his enumerated} -The States. will 
be our debtors, and they- are: to promise to pay. 
Can the gentleman’s perspicacity see” no possible 
matter of controversy in the interpretation, and ‘in 
the compliance with this contract? Wehave here 
individual States asking us for graduation‘and pre- 
emption laws, and it produces a vast deal of pro- 
longed and angry debate; if we substitute money 
for land, will that diminish the debates? Shall we 
not have all. the angry controversy then we have 
now? And more? Now; the General Government 
acis on individuals itgrants pre-emption to A and 
B, and it has tbem in its power; and yet he says 
there js the utmost danger of resistance, and:of our 
losing the lands; but give up the whole and:take a 
State bond, and then all willbe peace and quiete 
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Senate, 


ness, Why, will there not be as much danger 
when all who might oppose our authority are con- 
solidated inte one, as when we.could deal with them 
as individuals, and take them one at a time? Can we 
-aet on a mass with more effect :han on asingle man? 
Is itso ea’y to deal with States and 10 compel them 
to fulfil theic engagements?. Was it found so in 
the days of the Confederation? -Under the. Confe- 
deration you acted on States—cn States who had 
. made promises; and did the plan work well? Was 
. it perfectly easy to raise the respective quotas of the 
- States, even under the most urgent pressure of the 
„wants: of the continental army, fighting for the 
liberties of us all? No; it was found to be a con- 
test of Government against Government, and it was 
found that Governments are not as likely to pay as 
individuals; and, if they refused, it was much hard- 
er to coerce them. Hence that form of govern- 
ment was changed; and onr Revelutionary fore- 
fathers were so “idle, or unjust, or foolish” as to 
think they gained by the exchange! and the Federal 
Constitution stands a monument of their wisdom to 
this day. But now, forsooth, we are to travel 
back again to the principles of the old exploded 
Confederation! We are to give up the land which 
is ours, and in the sale and management of which 
we have to do with individuals only; and we are 
to convert this vast and wide landed inheritance 
into debts of particular States. I do not distrust 
the honesty of the States, or their good intentions; 
but we know that itis not always convenient to pay 
to-day. Do debtors never ask indulgence as to terms 
or as to time? If we take these State bonds, are 
we perfectly sure they will never become a subject 
:-of controversy? May the States not say the pro- 
gress of graduation is too slow? it keeps our peeple 
waiting too long; give us a modified graduation 
law with shorter periods of reduction, so that we 
may get the land at nine pence the acre so much 
the sooner? His peace-making proposition only 
changes the ground of controversy, it does not re- 
move it, Its whole operation is t> part with all the 
' grounds of controversy we know, and look out fer 
: new sources of discord at present unknown. Shall 
we leave the ground we have so long trod, and with 
every foot of which we are familiar, to plunge 
into a sea of troubles new and untried? Isay no. 
And then we are to purchase all this trouble ata 
price. 
A few years ago the proposition of the honorable 
» Senator was to give up half the public lands. Was 
this fair, to surrender by cession to the use of a few 
‘that which is equally the property of all} To pa- 
 eify.the clamors of nine States, shall we give up 
one-half of 160,000,000 acres of land? Is not such 
a price rather high? And have we a right to pay 
i? I-hold we have not. Tne entire scheme seems 
to me to be one of the wildes!, most wasteful, most 
visionary conceptions that ever entered into the 
brain of a statesman. 

But the object of the scheme is to get rid of Ex 
ecutive patronage. Now, lam notan advocate of 
Executive patronage. But, let me ask, what a vast 
patronage will there not be exerted by giving away, 
in one single act of generosity, an entire moiety of 
the public domain. Seldom, indeed, is one indi- 
vidaal so fortunately pleced as to be able, by a sin- 
gle act of magnificence, to make a presentot eighty 
million acres of Jand--a vast and royal donation, 
to be sure. Yet the honorable Senator, while 
making this pop alar largess of eighty million acres 
of land belonging to the whole Union, is terribly 
opposed to patronage; and he tells us, as one of his 
‘<demonstrations,” that, if we refuse to make this 
gift, nine States will be able to seize and carry off 
the whole property in a body, against the will of 
the other seventeen S'ater. The “demonstration,” 
I confess, does not to me appear to be very lo- 
gical, I do not believe these States wil} ever be 
so unjust, so rapaciovs, so profligate, as to at- 
tempt thus to seize upon the properity of their 
fellow-citizens. But if there is such great and immi- 
nent danger.that these States will thus seize upon 
the lands, if we refuse to cede them, can not ihe 
honorable gentleman suppose, on the same ground 
of reasoning, that the States may tear up the bonds 
if we do cade them? 
terly unprincipled, so impudent, and shameless as 

~- to. seize upon and appropriate to themselves lands 


- lence. 
our losing the whole domain, and we must give-it’ 


If he considers them so ut- 


-which belong to the whole family of confederated 


States, what will there be to restrain them from. va- 
cating their bonds after we have surrendered the 
land into their possession? One part of the gentle- 
man’s argument supposes the States to be alt vir- 
tue and good faith, the other allrapacity and vio- 
There is great danger, imminent danger of 


away before the Siates take it by force; but when 
these entire lands shali be converted into the shape 
of a bond, then these States are to.be all purity, all 
honesty, all fidelity. For my part it seemsto me 
that if we cannot depend on these nine States for 
their fulfilment of their constitutional obligation to 


the Union, we cannot depend on any voluntary en-. 


gagement they may now enter into. 

I apprehend no such danger. I do not call up- 
on the Senate to cede the public domain on any 
such ground. If thatis to be the ground of our 
procedure, I say let the lands go. I will not be one 
to encourage the spoilers. I will never be one to 
say this thing must be done and willbe done. On 
their own heads be it. I will take neither part nor 
lot in the respensibility. 

I repeat that I have no objection whatever to 
consent to pre-emption, provided the rights of all 
the States can be respected. That is all I ask. 
That was all my amendment proposed. I am sen- 
sible that I have occupied too much of the time of 
the Senate, but, challenged and called out as I have 
been as one who had offered a proposition so out- 
rageous, 30 enormous, So monstrous, that I shrank 
from all attempt to defend it, I could not refrain 
from saying a word in explanaticn and reply. The 
whole subject I know is perfectly stale. Not 
a word can be said upon it that has not been better 
said already. Yet, as my proposition was pro- 
nounced an enormity, I wished to show that I did 
not shrink from its avowal and defence. The 
enormity of which I have been guilty is a simple 
act of obedien e to the instructions of my State Le- 
gislature. The plan is before the country, and de- 
nounced as it may be, and outrageous as it has 
been called, it is a plan which has received the pub- 
lic approbation wherever I have been. My own 
State has passed a solemn resolution giving it the 
sea] of her approval. In offering it here, I have 
but obeyed her voice, and no denunciation, how- 
ever loud and swelling, shall turn me aside from 
the course she has marked out for me to pursue. 
She understands her interests; she judges calmly; 
she asks nothing but her plain recorded right, and I 
ask nothing more in her name. 

Mr. BENTON said that a part of the remarks 
of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Carerennen] 
were in reply to a poor speech made by himself 
(Mr. B.) some days before, and were of a nature 
to require some answer from him. He would give 
the answer which the case required; but before an- 
swering the arguments of that Senator, he wished 
to set him right on a couple of small points on 
which be had fallen into error. 

Tne Senator supposes,said Mr. B. that I applied 
the term cunning to him some days ago—that - 
spoke of him as a cunning man; and under this 
supposition, he repulses a term which he feels to 
be injurions. The Senator is certainly right in the 
repulse, if such a term was applied to him; for 
certainly there is nothing in bis character to war- 
reat the application. But Ido not think it was so 
applied. [have no recollection of it. Certain I 
am that’! never thought it, and Tam not apt to 
speak what {T do not think. Cunning is a quality 
which I had never thought of attributing to the 
frank and high minded character of that gentle- 
mav. Qa the contrary, if there was any defectin 
his character, (and what human character can be 
withoutgfsome. alloy?) if there was any litte de- 
fect in his, it was the reverse of cuoning—it 
was the excess of bis amiability—-and the 
obliging facility of his temper. I have thought 
him not quite cunning enoush—not quite 


sharp enough to keep himself out of scrapes’ 


which others contrive; and that, on the pre- 
sent oecasion, he has given evidence of that 
amiable facility by standing father for a very ugly 
child which is no son of his. The Senator appears 
as the present mover of the land distribution bill; 
a measure bad enough at all times, but too bad for 


its own author to move in at the present time, 
when the Treasury is so-nearly empty, and when 
the p:oposition to abstract the land revenue from 
the annual income, and distribute it ameng the 
States, and supply its place by new taxes, is about 
equivalent to a proposition to put an end to the 
Constitution, and to let Congress go on todo what 
it pleases, without a guide to its steps or a restric- 
tion upon its will. I think if the Senator had been 
a little more cunning, he would not have moved 
that bill at this time; anxious as he might have 
been to oblige a friend, I think he shouid have de- 
murred to the time, and begged off until the Trea- 
sury was full. 

Mistaken as the Senator was in the supposition - 
that the term cunning was applied to him, he has 
been equally so in the application of a term of his 
own to this side of the chamber, and doubtless in- 
tended for me—that of older politicians. who could 
give him lessons in cunning. The Senator sup- 
poses that politicians older than himself—giving to 
the phrase a pointed application by asmiling glance 
in this direction—would be masters. of a cunning 
to which younger politicians, himself for example, 
could not pretend. Now granting that there may 
be old politicians who are too cunning for that Se- 
nator, yet I deny that there are any such on this 
side of the chamber; and especially affirm that I 
am not. Itis not on this side, but on his own side 
of the chamber, that he should look for these wily 
elders. There are none of them here. We are 
all his juniors. Between himself and -myself 


he is most respectably my senior.. He was 
here long before me. I remember very well 
to have read with much satisfaction—the 


more, because the speaker was then on my 
own side in politics—the lively speeches of the 
Senator from Kentucky, delivered on this foor, 
long before Missouri was admitted into the Union 
—when I myself was a mere provincial attorney 
in the Territory of Missouri. The gentleman was 
therefore a politician, a distinguished one, of rank 
Senatorial, when I was nothing but a provincial 
attomey! This seles the question of political 
seniority between that Senator and myself. It 
leaves him far ahead of me. I believe can also 
settle it up quickly for all the members on this side 
of the chamber. Immediately before me (pornt- 
ing to Mr. Kine of Alabama) sits the oldest sitting 
member of the House—not the oldest gentleman 
by any means, merely the oldest sitting member. 
The gentleman is not yet married, and it would be 
doubly wrong to wrong him in a question of time. 
The united terms for which he has been elected 
amount to twenty-eight years, six of which remain 
yetto be served. He has been here twenty-two 
years; he is the longest sitting member, He has 
seen many exits and entrances upon the Senatorial 
boards; but he has not been here long enough to 
have seen the first appearance of the Senator from 
Kentucky. That Senator had made his first en- 
trance, and his first exit dlso, before the Senator 
from Alabama had taken his, first seat here. He had 
served out a term, and was gone, before the oldest - 
sitting membet now here, had reached this floor. 

(Mr Crrvrenpen said: I have never been a poli- 
tician since.] ; 

Mr. BENTON continued: It is not on this side, 
but on his own side of the chamber, that the gen- 
tleman’s remark can find its application. He must 
look on bis own side—in his own neighborhoed— 
on his right hand—for a view. of the only Senator 
on his floor to whom his remark can apply. 

Having dispoved of these two small matters, Mr. 
B. wouid “proceedjio larger ones, and first would 
express his regret at having so signally failed in 
almost the only quality in public speaking which 
he aimed at; and thal was intelligibility, He did 
not say perspecuity, for that was a high-quality in 
speaking and in writing, and one to which he did 
not pretend. But intelligibility he did. pretend to. 
He aimed at being intelligible—at being understood 
—at making his hearers comprehend his meaning; 
and in his aim at this quality, meritorious though 
bumble, he greatly regretted having so signally 
failed. The Senator from Ken'ucky is astonished 
at the violent denunciation of a measure which has 
been so long before the country: he is astonished 
at the violent epithets which are lavished. upon the 
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land distribution bill—a bil! for years before the 
Senate, and often recommended by State Legisla- 
tures. He is astonished at this denunciaticn, and 
these epithets; but has wholly failed to understand 
why Tuse them. I endeavored to make myself 
intelligible on this point, and therefore dwelt parti- 
cularly upon the chronology of his movement, 
Bad and indefensible as the distribution of the land 
revenue was at all times—uneonstitulional ard 
mischievous as such a measure must forever be—it 
seemed to me to be stamped with peculiar enormi- 
ty at the present time, and in the preseal circum- 
stances'of the Treasury. In was in respect to this 
time, and these circumstances, that I felt myself 
called upon to speak, and to speak in language 
which the Senator qualifies, perhaps very traly, as 
violent, unexpected, and uncalled for by the occa- 
sion. He understands me as directing all this vio- 
lence against. the measure itself; no part ofitas 
being induced by the time and circumstances under 
which it is moved. Yet, up n these latter points, 
T intended to be full and pointed—explicit and em- 
phatic; and upon these pists Lexpected to hear 
from him; I expected to hear. from him on 
the pointof bringing ferwarda distribution of the land 
revenue ata time when the Treasury needed every 
dollar of the money; and when, if the abstraction 
should be made, an immediate resort must be had to 
loans or taxes to fill the chasm thus made in the 
publ'e income. I expected to be understood on 
these points—to be replied to upon them—and the 
denunciation shown to be unfounded, if unfounded 
it was, which qualified. this condu:t 
flagrant, breach of the Constitution! as much as if 


“we levied taxes, or borrowed money, in the first in- 


stance, and by name, to be distributed among the 
States. I considered this conduct as flagrantly un- 
constitutional—as admitting of no argument—as 
being an exercise of our revenue-raisi2g power, not 
for the Union, but for the ‘States—not to support 
the Federal Government, or to pay its debts, but to 
support. the State Governments, and to pay their 
debts. I relied upon the time and circumstances 
to give this flagrant character to the present move- 
ment in favor of the land bill; and upon these 
points I wished to be understood, and to haVean an- 
swer. The Senator has not answered me: I pre- 
sume he has not understood me—that I have not 
been able to make myself intelligible to him; othe - 
wise he could not have been so entirely silent on 
the main points, while so profuse of answers on 
small ones. 

The Senator lias been dead silent upon the charge 
of flagrant unconstitutionality in creating a defi- 
ciency of revenue by distribution, for the purpose 
of supplying it by taxation. He has not denied 


but that it is equivalent to an original impasition of 


taxes fur thé purpose of distribution. He bas nei- 
ther answered this charge ner denied this proposi- 
tion. Nor has he dene another thing which Tealled 
upon him to do: he has not told us in what man- 
ner he would have the deficiency supplied—whether 
or issues of Treasury notes. 
The gentleman shakes his head at this Jast alterna- 
tive; he seems to eschew the Treasury noles. If 
so, we'shall be together at that point; for a Trea- 
sury note issue is to me worse than loans or taxes. 
The gentleman would not tell his resource--whe- 
ther to borrow or to lay duties; but, without the be- 
nefit of a detlaration from him, I belicve I am suf- 
ficiently acquainted with his alternative. I believe 
T can name it for him. I think I have heard enough 
upon this floor to be-able to name it, lt is a tax 
npon luxuries—tpon silks and wines—np on French 
silks and French wines—which is intended to sup- 
piy the place of the land revenue. This is the re- 
sort and the resource. He hopés to make his tax 
palatable by laying it on luxuries. But let me say 
to the Senator, that, m point of unconstitutionality, 
there is no difference between taxes on Iuxuries and 
on necessaries. The point of expediency is epen 


between them; but in constitutional authority there 


js no difference. It is jast as nuconstitational to 


raising revenue for the Sates, as it “would be to 


‘raise the same revenue by a tax on sugar and salt. 


‘As to the expediency of doing so, ‘that is another 
question, When revenue 15 needed for a constitu- 
tional object, 


as a naked, . 


for the sake of 


a luxury presents itself as a proper 


sabject for taxation; but when it iy not needed, a 
tax upon any thing is unconstitutional. As to 
French wines and French silks, a systematic 
effort has been going of for some time- to 
have them taxed. To. any one who will 
jook at the table of the importationof these 
articles for.a few years past, a reason. may be seen 
for the efforts whith are made out of doors to sub- 
ject them to future duty. -The importations have 
been immense—sufficient to supply the c untry for 


two or three years to come, and the effect of a 


tax would be to enrich present holders, not to re- 
plenish the Treasury. -Present holders of silks 
and wines would add the duty to the price of the 
articles imported free of duty; new importers could 
net contend with them; for they might be under- 
sold, and ruined; and thus a tax upon silks and 
wines, while enriching jadividuals who have been 
accumulating these articles, woul] add but little for 
sometime to the Treasury receipts. The only 
effect would be to enrich individuals, and injure 
commerce, without material immediate benefit. to 
the Treasury. The importations would be diminish- 
ed until the present stocks were sold off; this dimi- 
nution would be an injury to commerce and navi- 
gation—an injury to Southern commerce and ‘to 
Northern navigation. The injury would fall upon 


the South and West-—upon Southern and Western j 


cotton and tobacco. Large quantities of these ar- 
ticles go to France. Nine pounds out of ten of the 
foreign cotton which. she consumes, and four 
pounds out of five of the foreign tobacco which she 
uses, go from the United States; and how does she 
pay for them? Like. other nations—ir her pro- 
ducts; and these products are chiefly silks and 
wines. Diminish the import of these silks and 
wines, and you diminish the export of cotton and 


tobacco, aud besides dry up, or lessen one of the | 


sources for obtaining spec e. For these silks and 
wines, received in return for tobacco and colton, 
are many of them exported from this country—ear- 
ried to foreign countries—to the West Indies, 
Mexico, South America—there to be exchanged 
for specie, or valuable prednetions; and thus be- 
come the means of supplying us with money, while 
giving double employment to cur navigation, 

Mr. B. said it was an easy business to lay taxes; 
it required but litte capacity, ot knowledge, or 
thought, to draw up an act to lay so much per 
centum on the importation of a foreign article; but 
there was something else which was not quite so 
eary—-which required judgment, knowledge, 
thought. It was to trace the workings of that tax 
through its multiplied consequences—through its 
effects on agriculture, on commerce, on navigation, 
and on the present pursuits of individuals. I do 
not profess to be able so to trace the operation of 
our taxes; but E can say that I have the annual 
document of our commerce and navigation for 
twenty years back—that I keep it at my room in 
this city—and that not for show, bat for use. I 
study it from time to time, and endeavor to follow, 
and to understand, the vast subject of our foreign 
commerce, its connection and dependence on arri- 
culture, and the effect of legis'ation in relation to 
it; and I am now ready to say, that let this ques- 
tion of taxing silks and wines—French silks and 
French wines—(for these are the kinds often men- 
tioned, and always intended;) let this question 
come when it may, l sball hold myself ready to 
prove a tax on silks and wines to be a tax on 
Nouthern and Western productions—on Southern 
and Western agriculture—on Southern and Western 
cotion and tobacco. All that bave to say at this time 
1s, that if this tax is to be laid for a necessary and a 
constitutional purpose, the people of the South and 
the West wilt be ready to pay it; but if proposed to 
be laid for an unconstitutional and unnecesary pur- 
pose—for tHe. purpose of raising money, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, to be given to the States, and 
chiefiy to the States which raise no colton or tobac- 
co—then I say that they ought to resist the propo- 
sition ought to oppose the tax by the united voice 
of their delegations in Congress, and should sum- 
mon their brethren in every part of the Union to 
desist from a measure fraught with ruin to the 
Constitution, and injury to the one-half of the 
Union. 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Crirrenpan] 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


agen 


-the power to take 


; 59 
_ Senate. 
is pleased to remember an expression which I used ` 
some days ago, and which wasonly'a repetition of 
what I said four years ago, when the distribution of 
pablic money among the States was first proposed — - 
in this chamber. He remarked ‘upon’ my expres- 
sion that if the States onee begat to lap that blood, © 
they would, in the end, prefer iti toòall other food, 


‘and suck it until the last drop was: drawn away. . 


I certainly. said‘it, ahd not merely a few days ago,- 
but four yeatsago. I used the metaphor, coarse, 
but streng; and I used words in their literal sensé'at 
the same time. I said if the States once’brgan ‘to 
receive supplies of money from the Federal Trea- 
sary, they would goon to supply themselves ‘from 
that source, until the Federal Government was 
stripped of its property and its money, and ‘left ‘in 
the helpless and defenceless ‘condition ‘of the old - 
Confederation, dependent upon the States for its 
support, and destined to die of inanition. =Y said 
then that the deposite with the States was a distri- 
bution—that not a dollar of it would ever come 
back to the Federal Treasury—that fronr dividing 
surplus revenue, we should come to the division of 
that which was net surplus—that the States- would 
take what they wanted, and let the Federal ‘Go- 
vernment supply itself as it could—that the ‘public. 
defences, and all the proper objects of Federal ex- 
penditure, would be stinted and sacrificed, that the 
money might be taken to be divided: among the 
States. This is what I said four years ago; atid: 
short as the time has beén, we have.seen it more 
than realized. The twenty-seven millions depó- 
sited with the States until needed for ‘the uses: of 
the Federal Government, have been needed, are 
now needed, and cannot be had. They are gone 
forever! The public man is not in existence who 
dares to call for it, or any partof it. Even those 
who reproached me for saying it would notbesre- 
turned, cannot venture to ask its return; and if they 
did, they would be told it could not be paid—that 
the Slates, far from being able to refund what they 
had received, were compelled by their- necessi- 
ties to call upon us. for more! ` The “pub: 
lic defences have almost disappeared: from 
public view. I endeavored for some timg to- make 
a stand upon this point; I endeavored to rousé'the” 
Senate and the country'to the necessity of attend- 
ing to the public defences. ` With ‘what ‘effect? 
None, butto make myself an object of deriston ! 
to be literally laughed at, and cried ‘down “ under 
the clamors for distribution! My worthy col- 
league [Dr. Linn] now ventures to mention it 
again, as a proper direction to be given to the pub- 
lic land revenue: he makes the proposition as the 
antagonist of distribution: the friends of ‘distribu- 
tion willoverwhelm his proposition. “Sir, E” saw 
and foretold many evils from. the commencement 
of this distribution policy; but Idid not foresee all 
the evils of it Things bave taken place already 
which my imagination, gloomy as it was, and bod- 
ing evil as it did, could not foresee. 1 did not fcre- 
s-e that, in six short months after the first deposite 
biil passed, a second one should be offered, and not 
oxly offered, but saddled, contrary to all parha- 
mentary rule-—contrary to ail fair legislation-—upon 
a bill ofa totally different character—oapon a forti- 
fication bill, which was actually sunk and Jost'un- 
der the foreign and unnatural. load. I did not 
foresee this in Jane, 1836, when I declaimed 
against the evils of the distribution scheme; but 1 
did see it in January, 1837, when it actually’ hap- 
pened! Neither did I foresee an accusation of 
fraud against the United States for not depositing, 
nine millions mere, when she had nothing to depo- 
site or to use, and was driven to the issue of: Tiea- 
stry notes for her daily support.” Neither: did’ I 
foresee the motion of this day—the motion ‘of the 
Senator from Kentucky to make distribution of the 
land revenue at atime when the Federal ‘Treasury 
was in want of every dollar which the lands, and 
the eastoms, and every other source of revenue 
can bring to it. I did not foresee these things; but 
they have happened. They have come upon us; 
and they confirm me in my original opinion, that 
this distribution policy is the most fatal step ever’ 
yet taken ia our Government. It brings the States 
upon us for their supplies; it makes them look fo us 
for all the money which they want; and they have 
’ what they please. The Union. . 
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kas no Senators or Representatives in Congress; 


these functionaries belong to the States. In every 
question between the States ‘and the Union, the 
delegation of every State must take part with ils 
` own State. Demand what the States please, and 
they must have it. First, Surplus revenue; then 
the public lands; “then current revenue; then 
taxes laid for their. benefit; then loans made 
for them,’ credit stretched for them, and debts 
‘assumed to. sustain them. We must all yote 
the wishes of our States, or give place to those 
who will doit.. There will be none to defend the 
‘Union—none to protect its existence—none to form 
‘a life guard around her. The President is the only 
pori of the legislative power which is elected by the 

nion, and responsible to the whole Union. He 
has a negative voice upon our legislation, and is 
peculiarly bound to exercise that voice when the 
safety of the Union is endangered by the encroach- 
ment of the States. He, and he alone, is the re- 
presentative of the Union. His veto power ba- 
Jances two-thirds of the two Houses; and as the 
representative of the Union, he should use it when 
the Union is endangered. We have had one 
President to do this—one President to prevent the 
passage of a land distribution bill—and to protect 


the property of the Union from the seizure of the: 


States. We have had one to do it; and for doing 
it; we hear him daily denounced by those to whom 
the late elections have transferred all power. We 
have had one President to discharge his duty to the 
Union which elected him; he is denounced for it; 
and according to all that we can see and hear, we 
are net to have another for four years to come 
at least. Sir, the danger is reversed. Formerly 
the States were in danger from the Federal Go- 
vernment; now the Federal. Government is in dan- 
ger from the States. It is nowa moneyed, and not 
apolitical action, which creates the danger. The 
encroachment of the Federal Government upon 
the States was political; that of the Siates upon the 
Federal Government is pecuniary. ‘The S ates go 
for the money, and for the property of the Federal 
Government. They help themselves to i; they 
take what they please. No veto power is now to 
arrest their arm. Twenty-six States fasten them- 
Selves upon the bosom of the Federal Govern- 
ment; they hang themselves upon every vein and 
artery which circulates life-blood through her body. 
How long will it be before they suck her dry, and 
leave her dead? 

Mr. B. touched again upon the public defences. 
He lamented the loss of the twenty-seven millions 
which had gone to the States, and which had been 
to them what a prize drawn in a lottery is to a 
thoughtless young man—the mere incentive to ex- 
travagances, which lead to debt and misery. 
Every State is worse off since she received this 


money. The Union has lost it from the defences, 


and to the States which received it, it has been a 
curse. More than that: it has destroyed all 
thoaghts of national defence! Banished all idea 
of fortifications, armories, foundries, steam ships, 
and the whole armor of defence. The ery for dis- 
tribution stifles the voice of patriotism; and in do- 
ing so, invites the foreign powers to intrude and 
trample upon us. The nation, like the man, 
which will not use its means for defence, invi-es 
aggression. Jt invites insult, depredation, outrage, 
war. This is enough for me to say at this time. 
I will not gire to the general remark en individuat 
application. I have forbome to speak of the boun- 
dary question, so often agitated kere, and which I 
consider as nothing but one link in a chain of 
questions. Though a Senator for twenty years, 
and this question a prominent theme the whole 
„time, I have forborne to speak upon it. -I have sat 
silent, and observant, while all sides of the cham- 
ber were eager to speak out. Why have I done 
- this? Because I had no opinions? Certainly not; 
for I bave never been without a decided opinion. 
Because I was afraid to avow ii? Not at all, I 
-have no reason to be afraid of my countrymen, 
`- and still -less of foreigners. Why, then, not speak 


out? . Because the public mind is net ripe for the: 


reception of-my sentiments ! 
is not ready to hear them ! 

to speak my sentiments:on the English questions 
I will not limit myself to the boundary question— 


because the public ear 


- believe, from any such 


It would be nonsense 
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but speak in the plural; it would be idle for me, in 
the present state of the public mind, to speak out. 
We must-await the progress of events. In the 
mean time, I shall take the liberty to say that Con- 
gress is inviting aggression by neglecting defence, 
and crippling the Unioa by surrendering its money 
and its property to the States. 

We have just had one humiliation, said Mr. B. 
and we do not want another. We have seen what 
ho Government. has experienced before. It was 
believed that the degradation of Governments bad 
reached their lowest point, when acompany of 


English merchants were seen in Asia dethroning | 


princes for the balance of an account, and seizing 
kingdoms in payment of a note of hand. The ima. 
gination of Sheridan and Burke could conceive 
nothing beyond that; the magnificent oriental dra- 
ma of the trial of Warren Hastings could Bre- 
sent nothing beyond it, But we have seen something 
beyond it. We have seen the election of an Ameri- 
can President made a stockjobbing operation on 
the London Exchange. We have seen English 


bankers and money dealers “lurning their attention ` 


to the internal politics of America,” and “trying a 
change of the American Executive,” in order that 
stocks might rise, and themselves pocket per cen- 
tums on the American seaurities which they held! 
We have seen this; and it seems to me that, tohave 
the “change of the American President” converted 
into a stockjobbing operation on the London Ex- 
change, is to reach a point of humiliation which 
no Government has ever seen before. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. The Senator has based 
his whole reply to my remarks on the assumption 
that the States do not possess the right to demand 
of the General Government a distribution of the 
proceeds of their common estate in the public 
lands. I wenton the assumption that they have 
that right. That isnot denied, and has not been 
disproved. ‘True, the money has to pass through 
the Treasury, but still it is their money. This point 
the Senator has not touched; every thing has been 
argued but the principal point in the argument, on 
which all the rest hangs and turns. 


The honorable gentleman, in his concluding re- 
marks, made a very extraordinary assertion in. 
deed. Alluding to the late Presidential election, 
and the influence of foreigners in this country, he 
ascribed the change in the Executive Administra- 
tion of this Government to the bankers and stock- 
jobbers in England and in this country. Can this 
be possible? Sure I am that, if such an influence 
does exist, ithas’ not reached the part of the coun- 
try where I reside; nor can it have Operated where 
the honorable Senator himself lives, as the vole of 
his State for Martin Van Buren conclusive proves, 
It is not at that end of the Union, then; and I am 
Sure it is netin the centre: where, then, is this 


dangerous and irresistible influence which has | 


revolutionized our whole party history? Where, 
I ask, has it been at work? Here are collected 
representatives of every portion of the entire 
Union; to each Senator Í put the question, Was it 
your Sta‘e whose vote has been controlled by the 
trickling, stockjobbing capitalists. of Europe? 
Which of the States is it that lies under this forl 
stigma? Or is it branded on the forehead of the 
whole American people? Is this entire Republic to 
be considered as justly charged with this dishonor? 
Is it true that the two or three. millicns of voters 


who constitute that majority whose votes have. 


brought in a new Administration, have been influ- 
enced, swayed, bought up with foreign money?— 
the meanest and basest cf all influences. Where 
is the evidence that fixes a blot like this to the 


American name? For myself and my constituents, - 
for the noble and beloved State I represent in part: 


on this floor, I put the charge far from me. If 


there has been such an infiuence at work, it has- 


not been among us. No one man of the twenty- 
six thousand majority of votes cast in Kentucky 
for General Harrison has acted, as I in my soul 
: base, unworthy, degrading 
Loth Tam to believe that any free-born 
citizen bas acted’ so unworthily of his 


influence. 
American 


name and his bitthright. And again I ask, where. 


is the proof of-it? Does the Senator believe that 
proof to be found in a correspondence between an 
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they would lead 


agent in the State of Missouri and Some financier- 
ing gentieman in England? 

Mr. BENTON. A director of the Bank of Eng- 
land. NON 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Well; 
Bank of England, with respect ‘to the sale of a 
portion of Missouri stock? Is that what the Sena. 
tor relies on? The agent. here writes to his cor- 
respondent in Eagland as to the influence likely to 
be exerted by public events in this country on the 
price of American stceks, Is there any thing so 
wonderful—any thing so monstrous,” so ‘outs 
rageous” in this? Can any thing be more natural, 
more in course, than such a correspondence on 
such a subject? Suppose,- instead of speaking of 
the price of stocks, he had been writing about the 
probable. price.of cotton, might he not have re. 
ferred to a probable change in our financial system 
as likely to affect that article of trade? Does not every 
body know that the very slightest change in public 
affairs has an effect on the commercial world, and 
immediately affects the state of prices in the mar- 
ket? And why should not this be mentioned in 
regard to stocks as well as any thing else for sale 
in the market? That is all the proof I have heard 
in support of this mighty charge about British 
stockjobbing influence in American elections, 

Mr. BENTON. Not the tenth, not the hundreth 
part of the proof. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. No: I will tell the hono- 
rable Sena'or what has produced. this astounding 
political change. The gentleman shall not escape 
from the argument—from a fact so notorious. Tt 
would indeed be buta melancholy consolation to, 
the gentleman and his friends, to ascribe their de- 
feat to the dishonor of their native. country. Were 
Tin their situation, sooner than cast a stigma like 
this on the land of my nativity, and on so large, so 
vast a majority of my countrymen, I would admit 
that my party had mismanaged public affairs, or 
that at least the people thought they had; or, some- 
how or cther, they had lost the public confidence, 
Never, never since the foundation of the Govern- 
ment, did so many American freemen cast their 
votes with one special and specific understanding 
as to the grounds of their united action. ‘That is 
my opinion. The result of the late election. is not 
the effect of British gold, but the sense of the Ame- 
rican people as-to the management of their public 
affairs, publicly and palpably expressed. Let not 
gentlemen attempt to get out of the position in 
which that. election has placed them, by stigma- 
tizing the people of the United States with corrup- 
tion. No, no: this expression of opinion comes from 
the old genuine Republican stock who set up the Qoe 
vernment: it is a spark from the old Revolutionary 
flint, and it has blown the gentlemen sky high. Let 
them not, now that they have reached theground, and 


- are rubbing their bruised and broken limbs, try to dis- 


guise from themselves the truth as to what hurt 
them. Strange indeed would it be, could the magic 
wand ef British gold be applied to produce sucha 
result, All the natural causes, on that subject, 
seem to point the other way. We might expect 
that Kings and Presidents, who try to be, and to 
live, like Kings, feel a natural sympathy with each 
other. They do not seek to put down the throne 
to raise the cottage. If the real truth could be 
come atin the matter, I verily believe that there 
was more foreign sympathy with the reigning Pre- 
sident than with his plain, humble, Republican op- 
ponent. There is nota State, no, nor a county, 
through this wide Union, that was swayed in its 
late vote by. any influence from the London. Ex- 
change. Gentlemen are sadly puzzled to account 
for the result. Some say, “Ob, it was.all the work 
of British gold! Others say, “It was nothing but 
the senseless ery about lcg cabins and hard cider.” 
All sorts of devices are used to disguise a fact so 
appalling. Some say it was all the effect of coon: 
skins. And one very distinguished, intellectual, 
argumentative Senstor assured us that, if the. prin- 
ciples of the Whig party were to be-carried-out, 
u only to this, that we should pull 
down this magnificent Capitol, ‘the ‘proud hall of 
American legislation, and build in its place a log ca- 
bin hung round with coon-skins |. But the gentlemen 
do- not, or will not, understand. what they. see...’ It is 
ho ery about log cabms of hard cider that has thus 


a director of the 


sm oa i 
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> sheer at log. cabins. 
. visible type, of the power of the people. 
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moved, as one man, almost the whole American 
people. It was something greater, higher, deeper. 
[know that the election of William Henry Harri- 
son is to the politicians-a stumbling block, and to the 
Van Buren men foolishness; but to any unbiassed, 
candid, intelligent observer, it must appear to be 


` the wisdom and. the power of a great people. Icean 


tell the geatlemen that it is not so very politic to 
They are the emblem, the 
Long will 
it continue to be dear to them as’ a remem 3rancer 


© of the fact that they were able, by the peaceiul fiat 


of their will, to take the man they loved from a log 
eabin, and set him in the palace of their dominion. 


i It is the practical, visible, tangible symbol of their 


© power-—which may. God preserve! 


incite Rowse er 


=: grace, and not of election results. 


Think you to 
win their favor by treating it with scorn and derision? 
You forced it on us by your taunts; you laughed at 
our candidate as the inmate of a cabin; and you have 
seen, and you now feel, the effect of your own wit; 
and, if Fam not very much mistaken, you wili 
never need another lesson to teach you the ‘danger 
of sneering at log cabins. The people are coming, 


on the 4th of March, to show you what it is to set . 


your foot upon them. ‘They are bringing the man 
of the log cabin, and they mean to place him in 
yonder ‘White House. You puzzle your heads 
, sadly to account for it; but we will work out the 


© sum for you. 7 


Mr. BENTON rose again immediately after 
Mr. Crirrenpen, and said that he had again 
failed at the point of intelligibility—-had again 
failed in the only quality which he aspired to in 
public speaking—had again failed in the humble 
effort of trying to be understood. The Senator 
from Kentucky mistook him. He had not autri- 
buted the result of the late Presidential election to 
any one cause, much less to the sole interference of 
British bankers. He spoke of the degradation to 
which we were subjected. when these money deal- 
ers had the audacity to interfere in our Presidential 
election .in order to raise the price of their stocks. 
It was the disgrace of the interference of which he 
spoke, and not the effect of the interterence. The Se- 
nator from Kentucky was mistaken in supposing 
that he had attributed the result in every State to 
the interference of the London money dealers. He 
(Mr. B.) knew very well what he had said; and 
what he had said he was able to prove, and meant 
to doit ona proper occasion. He had the evi- 
dence on hand, and that not merely in the Huth 
letters, and in the London bigh Tory papers, but 
in more formal and considerate productions. I 
said that the change of the American. Executive 
had been made a stockjobbing operation on the 
London Exchange—that English money dealers had 
interfered in our election, and interfered for the 
purpose of raising the price of stocks—for the pur- 
pose of enabling them to pocket percentums. This 
is what I said. I was speaking of national dis- 
Doubtless these 
foreigners contributed much to that result; but I 
have never attributed the whole to them. I ascribe 
the: result to many causes; but since the official 
returns have come in, I confess the result is, to 
me, incomprehensible. These returns show the 
Democratic candidate to have been defeated after 
receiving an immense, and almost incredible in- 
crease of votes. Mr. Van Buren received, in 


mS 1840, no less than 370,000 votes more than he re- 


ceived in 1836; he received nearly double as many 
as General Jackson received at either of his elec- 
tions; he would seem to have received. an increase 
as votes equal.to the increase of the who'e voting 
population; he had received all this, and still he is 
defeated! This, sir, is incomprehensible to me. 


| Perhaps the Federal census may throw some light 
f 


<p on the ehigma. ; 


© The question now recurring on the amendment 

l moved by Mr.-Catnoun— 

| Mr. CLAY of-Kentucky reminded the Senate 

‘that the amendment contained a blank which 

should be filled before the vote was taken, ; 

- Mr. CALHOUN said he left the blank to be 
filled by the Senate as it might think proper. If 

the amendment shoujd prevail, the blank might be 

‘ filled afterwards. : 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said there was no need 
. of filling the blank at this moment, i 
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Mr. PRESTON said the proposition was one of 
importance, and he required alittle time to reflect 


before he voted upon it; and he thereupon moved 


that the Senate adjourn.” 
The motion prevailed, and 
The Senate adjourned. ` 


a E 

‘Wepnëspay, January 13, 1841. $ 
The Pre-emption bill coming up as the unfíhished 
business, and the question being on Mr. CALROUN’3 
proposition to strike out Mr. Critrznpen’s amend- 


|.ment, and iasert a provision ceding the public 


lands, on certain conditions, to the States in which 
they lie— É 

Mr. PRESTON expressed his regret that, on his 
account, ihe Senate should have gone tbrough the 
formality of an adjournment, since he had nothing 
to say which would. at all compensate for this de- 
lay. He had intended to offer but a few necessary 
remarks, and he now therefore rose under circum- 
stances somewhat embarrassing. He felt it, how- 
ever, to be a duty which he owed to himself, before 
he gave the vote which he intended to give on this 
measure, to state some reasons why he could not 
yield it his support; more especially as he had for- 
merly felt somewhat inclined to favor some such 
scheme: for he had been ready to embrace almost 
any measure which should divest the Federal Go- 
vernment of the trouble, vexation, embarrassment, 
contests, and particularly of the patronage which 
arose from these public lands lying within the seve- 
ral States? The manasement of them seemed to 
be generally conceded to be very burdensome to 
our legislation, and. he had been very anxious that 
no effert should be omitted to deliver Congress from 
its perpetual exactions; and he still considered it as 
one of our misfortunes to be so often called to dis- 
cuss and decide upon difficult questions connected 
with this intricate subject, and so frequently to ex- 
ercise the powers of the General Government within 
the limits of the States. 

A long course of observation, however, had di- 
minished his apprehensions as to the subject of 
most difficulty, viz: the danger of Executive pa- 
tronage, arising from the possession and manage- 
ment of this extensive domain, Reason and expe- 
rience had long since taught him that all the powers 
which Congress assumed, whether legitimately or 
not, whether constitutional! or otherwise, ultimately 
found their residence in the President of the United 
States, whose person was the great and ultimate de- 
pository of the powers of Government, and most 


especially of all unauthorized and doubtful powers” 


claimed by it. Having resisted all irregular ex- 
ertion of Executive authority with great anxiety, 
and having felt its effects very severely, Mr. P. 
had been extremely desirous to see the prolific 
source of patronage diminished or cut off. When 
he saw, from day to day, so many of the Senators, 
representing new States of the Confederacy, votiag 
habitually with the Executive, and sustaining all 
those measures which he then thought, and the re- 
sult has proved, to be most disastrous, he inferred 
that there was a source of influence in the public 
lands which produced a course so much to be de- 
precated. He perceived that the control of this 
public domain enhanced the powers of Congress, 
and that Congress was disposed to surrender its 
powers to the Executive. 

* He, however, said that the deep and painful 
anxiety he had once experienced on this subject 
had been somewhat diminished. He was happy 
to find that he had been mistaken as to the extent 
of the evil; that, after all, the free spirit of the in- 
habitants of the new States was competent to resist 
this malign influence—of asserting its indepen- 
dence, and this gave a pledge, and furnished a hap- 
py augury of the continuance of our free institu- 
tions. Mr. P. admitted that he had been taught a 
lesson of great value. The landed States, which 
he had once supposed to be bowed and subjugated 
by their condition into a spirit of subserviency to 
the Executive will, had, in the late Presidential 
election, proved that a large majority among them 
were animated by a spirit superior to local and 
temporary influences. Five out of nine of 
these States, embraced in this cession, had ranged 
themselves against the existing Administration, in 
Spite of its patronage, and the open and daring use 


| ing out of it. 


of it for. its purposes, and out of sixty-ihree, ‘hat: 
east forty-two votes for Gerieral Harrison. MiP: 
asked pardon, therefore, of these patriotic new: 
States for the fears which had onee possessed: himi.: 
He here took back the opinion hé had oneé bel 
and expressed. He congratulated the country: 
so favorable an omen for the future, and was now. 
preparéd well to §telieve that the sturdy: indepen." 
dence of our brethren in the West would ever bet 
ready to assert itself when circumstances required. 
Mr. P. said this in no spirit of acrimony: towards“ 
any one, but to explain and vindicate some change 
of opinion which had been mainly founded on” 
these views. -> ' 

He did not desire to be understood as saying that 
he had or could at any time have approved the pro» 
ject of cession now presented to the Senate,’ but ‘he 


had once expressed himself in- favor of surrendet-* ` 


ing in some way to the new States the exclusive’ 
control of the public land within their ‘limits, kop- 
ing thereby to exempt Congress from all further: 
responsibility and anxiety respecting it, and tore- 
lieve those States from the influence of a dangerous 


. patronage. He did not think that, even under ‘the 


powerful action of these motives when operatirig’ 
on bis miad in their fullest force, he could have’ 
voted for the measure proposed: by his colleague.’ 
He certainly could not do so at this time. : 

He was aware that the entire subject of thé äd-: 
ministration of the public domain was now thro: 
open for discussion, but it was-not: his: purpose’ to 
enter at large upon. the subject, not only because 
there was not now time to do itjustice, but becatise 
he had already spoken to the principle of pre-emp- 
tion contained in the bill. 

And now, with regard to the amendment before 
us, let us first lock at the nature of the powers of: 
Congress in controlling the public lands. By an ex- 
press provision in the Constitution, we are autho- 
rized to make such regulations in regard to themas 
Congress shall think proper. This provision re’ 
sulted from the cessions by Virginia and Connecti-- 
cut, and from the subsequent ordinance of ‘the old 
Congress. Undeubiedly these grants did look to 
the power exercised under the Confederation-in: 


esiablishing the rates of contribution of the differ- | 


ent States to the expense of the General Govern: 
ment. Iheldin my hand these deeds. of cession 
and the ordinance to which I have just referred. T 
shall not go fully into the extent of the con'rol 
here authorized, or the duties of Congress grow 
By these deeds it is declared gs 
follows: 


“Deed of Cession of Virginia, March 1, 1784. A 
“That all the lands within the territory so ceded to:thë 


United States, and not received for or appropriated to any ofithe. . 


before-mentioned purposes,” &c. “shall be considered.a com. 
mon fund for the use and benefit of such of the United Staten as 
have become or shall become members of: the Confederation or 
Federal alliance of. the said States, Virginia included, according 
to their usual respective proportions in the general charge and 
expenditure, and shall be faithfully and bona fide disposed of 
for that purpose. and for no other use or purpose whatsoever,” 
“Deed of Cession of Connecticut, Sept. 14, 1786. 
“Allthe right, title, interest. jurisdiction, and claim of the 
State of Connecticut,” &c. “shall be included, released ard 
ceded to the United States,” ‘for the common use and benefit 
of said States, Connecticut inclusive.” ; b 
South Carolina deeded August 9, 1797, “for the benefit of the’ 
said States.” North Carolina deeded “as a further means as 
well of hastening the extinguishment of the debts, as of estas, 
qlishing the harmony of the United. States,” and declared that 
the lands “shall be considered a common fund.’ Geotgia 
deedd on the same conditions. A 
Resolution of Congress, Oct. 10, 1780. Po at 
Resolved, That the unappropriated lands that may be ceded 
or relinquished to the United States, by any particular Statki 


shall be disposed of for the common benefit of the’ United 


States.” z 
What, then, are the powcrs and. duties of. Con- 
gress in reference to this fand? The first thing that 
strikes one is, the cession of Virginia a fund was 
ceded—expressly and emphatically a: fand—to be. 
used in the general charge and expenditure, for the 
use and benefit of all tne States; and thea, by way 
of greater caution and more. explicit declaration, 
adds, “and shall be faithfally and bona fide disposed 
of fer that purpose, and for Ro other use or pur- 
pose whatsoever.” It ismanifest that Virginia had 
in view a money. transaction—the creation of a 
fund to be in the hands of Congress, to be disposed 
of for money purposes, While she ceded the juris- 
diction of the lands, hér object was to enable Cone 
gress to discharge moneyed dues, and effect fiscal 
operations, I contend that this wasa trust fund, 
to be used for the benefit of the United States, on 


a 
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62 


26ra Congest Sess. 


_ APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Pre-emption Law—Mr. Preston. 


Senate. 


certain conditions, and under. restrictions, and that 


our control over it is limited by the nature of the 
traste Here, hen, we havea fund created—a trust 
confided—and the vbjects of both specified, viz: to 
relieve the States from the burdens imposed by the 
Confederation, and each State was to receive the 
bencfit, according to its usual proportion in these 
burdens. 

We must perform in full faith whatever duty 
was ‘confided to us. Yet, considering the whole 
scope of the deed of cession, we carnot conclude 
that, in the administration of this trust, we are to 
regard it exclusively in a money peint of view, as 
mere pounds, shillings, and pence. There are other 
and very high considerations which connot them- 
‘selves with the subject. We must remember that, 
while we act. under trusts from Virginia aud Con- 
necticut and other ceding States, we also act under 
other trusts, of a very comprehensive ratare, from 
all the Statcs, and that each of these trusts must 
be administered in reference to the oth-r, so as not 
to trench upon or be inconsistent with it. If, be- 
cause it is a fiscal trust from Virginia, we act upon 
a calculation of mere pounds, shillings, and pence, 
then we immediately run foul of the other trusts 
which we hold from the whole Union. While we 
Jook that we are faithful to the one, we must see 
that we are not unfaithful to the other; we must 
keep ao eye to the whole, and carry on all our trusts 
together, as harmoniously, with respect to cach 
other, as we can. We must destroy none, bat pro- 
mute all, as far as it shall be possible. Iam aut for 
looking exclusively to the financial aspect of our 
powers, but for remembering that, in the discharge 
of them, there also political relations which must of 
necessity be evolved. No doubt, the first motive 
which Jed to the cession was a political one—the 
States owning no land, seeing that th: vast domains 
of other States might lead to an undue ascendency 
in the Confederacy, therefore proposed a cession 
fox the erection ¢f new States. 

We are entrusted then with a general fund 
which we are bound to adminisier in a spirit at 
once of liberality towards the new States, of just 
economy as regards our Treasury, acd of mere pu- 
licy as regards the general good of eur Union. These 
new members of the Confederacy have been made 
States much more quickly than ever was anticipated; 
they are treated as children, and bave ever been 
treated as favored children. They have grown and 
thriven with vast and unexpected rapidity; they 
are filling up with a teeming population, and are 
fast becoming of thems: Ives a magnificent empire, 
which stands in the presence of the other States, not 
as a child in the presence of ils parents, but as one 
of full growth and proportions, on a footing of en- 
tire equality with the Oi Thirteen, and 

- destined, at no distant day, even to assert superiori- 
ty of them, But, on the other hand, it should 
not be forgotten that while we have been so ful- 
filling the trustireposed in us as to promote and foster 
the well-being of the new States, we hold. a trust 
forall the States of the Confederacy, and held it on 
the ground that this public domain on which these 
new States have sprung up, is a fund—a common 
fund for the use of all the States. What was the 
feelings of Virginia when she madea cession in 
terms so guarded? She states the purposes for 
which she makes the cession, and then she adds 
that it shall be applied to these purposes, and to no 
other. use or purpose whatever. Aud to show the 
spirit of caution in which she proceeded, she would 
not leave it to implication that her own rights were 
of course to be regarded with the rights of a!l her 
sister States, but added the words ‘'Virginia in- 
eluded,” thos making assurance doubly sure. 
There is not on the records of civilized nations a 
more illustrious instance of long-s ghted, wise, and 
devoted patriotism than this very act by. tbe Com- 

-monwealth of Virginia.. She thus dismembered 
herself-of an extent of territory larger than her own 
Tiits, and freely gave it to the wh ole Republic. She 
Deggared herself that she might bestow this munifi- 
céat donation upon the Union at large. And now, 
in her advanced age, when her lands are worn oat, 
and, instead:of being covered with waving hatvests 
of wheat; are covered over with broom-sedge, when 
her finances are embarrassed, and we may almost 
say that in her old age she is actually impove- 


rished, is it right, is it becoming, is it honorable, is 
it grateful to turn round and say to her, you are 
no longer entilled to any share in the benefits of 
this your own donation? Were there no other 
State in the Union which could putin any claim 
to ashare in the proceeds of this public domain, 
surely it is our duty, itis yeur duty, it is my duty 
to stand up for the rights of the Old Dominion, and 
to see that she shall retain some portion in that in- 
heritance, which, with a regal mnnificence, she has 
freely bestowed upon us all. 

In the administration of the public lands, we 
are not to oppress and pinch the West, so as to 
wring out the very last dollar the lands can be 
made to produce; we are not to act the part of a 
miserly landlord. We have not acted in this 
spirit. Never. Oa the contrary, I aver that we 
have acted towards these new States the part of a 
true-hearted and generous parent. We have nur- 
tured, and fed, and clothed them, till they are 
grown to the height and stature of adult strength 
long before they are of age. From being feeble 
and helpless and tottering, they” have become 
stong and rich andable. Bat would I stop here? 
Wot at ali. I wou'd act towards them in the 
same spirit still—a spirit liberal, affectionate, and 
generous. I would foster their growth. and im- 
provement, and promptly defend them from Indian 
aggression; but, at the same time, asa trust.e, I 
would Jook for seme return of profit to the other 
States of the Union. 

Now, in the application of these general princi- 
ples to the amendment which has been proposed by 
my colleague from South Carolina, in the first 
place I inquire whether his is a financial scheme at 
all; and if so, whether it is such an one as, under 
the relations in which we stand, itis just and pro- 
per for us 10 adopt? Tconnot but regard it as it 
respects the cession under which we have received 
these lands. I will not quibble aboutthe terms. 
Virginia did certainly cede these lands to the United 
States,and the equivalent was the securing of ceitain 
rights to herself, together with the iacidentaladvan- 
tages which would grow out of the cession to her- 
selfand her sister States. But was it a sale? 
Was ita financial agreemen!? Did she reserve 
for herself a fund from the proceeds? Was it 
a mere actofcargain and sale? Nothing like it, 
It was a decd ef boundiess liberality; it was a ces- 
sion of all her interests in this vast territory; it was 
an actin which she sacrificed herself and looxed 
only to the good of the country. The present 
amendment purports to bea “cession.” We are 
to give away to the new States the public land. 
But can we give these lands away as Virginia did? 
Is this Territory ours, as it was hers? MNotatell. 
She beld it in fee-simple. She held it in entire 
and ebsolu'e property. It was her own; she 
might do withit what she would, and she chose 
lo give it away. But we cannot giveit. It was 
hers in fee simple; it is ours only in trest. She held 
it in her ows right; we held it in right of others. 
She held it as proprietor, we hold it as trustees for 
all the States. That we have a right to sell the 
land, I nave no doubt; and that, in execution of 
other trusts confided to us, we may, in certain 
cases, give portions of it away, I do not deny; but 
we have no constituti»nal right to destroy the trust: 


that is an act which transcends the power of Con- 
a 


gress. And further, if we part with it under a 
mere colorab'e sale, it is an avoidance of our high 
trust, avd a violation of the Constitution. If we 
gell at all, we raust sell in good faith, for a valu- 
able consideration, end for the benefit of the United 
States. 

What is the consideration reserved in this act of 
cession? It purports to be 65 per cent. on the sales; 
in other words, itis a propo vica te cede 35 per 
cent. of the prcceeds of the public lends to certain 
selected Siates. What consideration for this 35 
per cent? We have been now for fifty years ad- 
ministering this trust, and we have not yet get 
through with it. It is, in fact, continually opening 
upon us. Thire seems something magical about 
it. It grows cn us as we proceed, A. portion of 
the trust estate has been destroyed, and yet, jast as 


‘fast as we have sold and consumed it, it has in- 


creased upon our hands. In proportion as we have 
ascended in our legislation, a-wider horizon has 


-of foreign territory all around us; but with every 


opened. At first, there was a wall of Indians and 


rolling year its limits. have been rolled back.- It js. 


not now bounded by the Miami, nor by the Wa- 
bash, nor by the Mississippi; no, nor by the Rocky 
Mountains. But-my honorable: friend here [Mr. 
Linn] invekes the Senate to extend iis view to the 
mouth of the Columbia river. Wehave not done 
with this trust, nor half done with it: we have built 
up an empire, and yet we are only on the threshold 
of our possessions. To show-how little we have 
yet made byit in a financial view, let me State that, 
from the returns as brought up to a very recent pe- 
riod, our expenses have exceeded our gains. We 
are not yet repaid for the expenses of the trust: we 
zre more than five millions yet in debt: . I speak of 
the whole domain, however derived. The cost and 
charges of managing this property have been $102,- 
000,000. ‘The income from it has been not quite 
$98,000,000. Nor is this difference the only ba- 
lance against us. Thus far, the sales.of the, public 
Jands have not reimbursed the expenses of their ac- 


quisition and preparation for sale. The following 


is the official statement of the account current of 


the United States with their publicilands: 

Statement of the cost in the acquisition and management of 
the public lands, andof the receipts arising from the sale 
thereof, to the 30th September, 1838. 

The whole expenditure under the head of Indian Department, 
from the commencement of the Government to. September 
30, 1838, so far as can be ascertained from the recerds of this 
office, amounts to - - . + $32,047,598 

By the convention of France of the 3d 
April, 1803, the United States paid for 
Louisiana, in stock and money - $15,000,000 

Interest on the stock, up to the time it 
became redeemable . - 8,629,353 


23,529,335 
By the treaty with Spain of the 22d Fe- ` 
bruary, 1819, there was paid for the 
Floridas the sum of ` - 
Interest on the stock, constituted per act 
of 24th May, 1824, to provide for the 
awards of the commissioners under 4 š 
the said treaty, up to the time it was . 

. - 1,489,768 


paid of . - 

The payments to the State of Georgia, on account 
of lands relinquished to the United States, includ- 
ing the value of arms furnished that State, 
amounted to ~ < - - : - 1,250,000 

Amount of Mississippi stock issued under the act of 
3d March, 1815, and redeemed at the Treasury, 
exclusive of the amount received in payment of . 
lands - - 7 5: ` ~ 

There has been paid for salaries and the contingent 
expenses of the General Land Office - . 

For salaries and incidental expenses of 
the severa! land offices, out ofthe pro- 
ceeds of sales, while in tbe hands of 


5,000,000 


the receivers ` . 3,227,989 
For the salaries of the registers and re- 

ceivers, by warrants on the Treasurer 

ef the United States : - 92,903 


m 8,320,842 
For the salaries of surveyers-general and their 
clerks, andof the commissioners for settling land 
claims, &c. . - . 
And for the survey of public lands, - 


1,032,666 
3106,83} 


Cost, including foreign cessions and'expensesof In. ` 
dians, E - ` - . + $73,736,047 
The cost in the acquisition and management of the 
public lands, exclusive of the sums paid for ces- 
sions from foreign Governments, and expenses of 
Indian wars, for which specific appropriations 
were made, ~ - . . . : 


Receipts into the Treasury from the sales of public 
Jands to September 30, 1833, exclusive of receipts 
from lands sold for the benefit of Indians, 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Recistur’s Orrick, February 1, 1839. 
T. L. SMITH, Register. 
Nore.—The records of this office exhibit no specific appro- 
priatious for suppressing indian hostilities until 1836; prior to 
that year, the cost of wars with the Indians was paid out of ap- - 


propriations for the Army generally. The expense of Indian .. 


hostilities from {st January, 1836, to 30th September, 1838, 
amounts to $15,232,868 64. 


This account does not include the heavy dis- ` 


bursements for Indian wars, which, swelled by the 
recent enormous expenses in Florida, may be safe- 
ly set down at forty millions of dollars. With 
this very large balanse standing. against the land 
yet in possession of the United States, if the calcu- 
lation of the value of that residue made by the 


Senator from South Carolina be. correct, the whole | 
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6,489,768 ` 


` 1,832,375 $ 
1,126,609 


25,434,056 | 
102,220,103 @ 


- 497,900,979 


will not reimburse us, much- less the.65 per cent. <i 


which he proposes to re erve. And thus we shall ; 
have squandered not only what Virginia and the. 
other States gave us, but also a ‘large sum of money’ 
contributed by the old States in th: form of taxes © 


upon their citizens before the States now proposed s 
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to be benefited were in existence. , In this most ob- 
vious view of the case, we give out of the Treasu- 
ry, toa few favored States, thirty-five per cent. of 
many millions of dollars colleeted from the other 
States. By this operation, Virginia will not only 
have given her lands but her money also. She 
will have transferred her property and paid a sum 
to those who take it. The quantity of land pro- 
posed to be surrendered by this act of cession is, 
according to the report of the select committee, one 
hundred and fifty-four millions of acres, lying in 
various portions of the nine selected States. Thir- 
ty-five per cent. upon this quantity is upwards of 
fifty millions of acres, certainly a munificent dona- 
tion. The average annual income from the sale of 
public lands for the last twenty years is about five 
millions of dollars. Assuming this ratio, the an- 
nual grantin money to these nine Sta‘es is more 
than a million and a half of dollars. It is equal to 
the civil list of those States. It is the assumption 
of the public debts of those States. It is the dis- 
tribution of the whole nett proceeds of the public 
lands amongst nine Sta‘es. 

It seems to me that the mode of calculation by 
which the mover of this amendment brings down 
the value of the public lands is erroneous; but, 
whatever that value may be, we have no power to 
cast itaway. One thing is certain, that the sales 
yield an income of five millions, and that, in all 
human probability, they will continue to do so for 
the next thirty years. Theirvalue for a sum in 
hand, therefore, is correctly estimated by a very 
obvious process. The annual receipts should 
cover the annual interest, and provide a sinking 
fund for the capital. By this mode of calculation, 
then, allowing the income from the public lands to 
terminate at the end of thirty years, the present 
value in hand would be upwards of fifty millions; 
and the proposition thus reduced results in a dona- 
` tion, in presenti, of seventeen millions of dollars to 
the nine States. 
Senators representing those States is natural. 
There is a grandeur in this munificence which sub- 
dues the imagination, and casts into shade the vast 
donation of Virginia—differing from that, too, in 
this: that, whereas Virginia gave te all the States, 
herself included, this proposition gives to one-third 
of the States, containing less than one-sixth of the 
population. 

That the average of the last twenty years is a 
just, or at least a sufficiently Jow, criterion of the 
proceeds of the public lands for the future, will be 
apparent from the consideraticn of the great in- 
crease of the population, which furnishes the de- 
mand for new lands. The United States now con- 
tain 18,000,000 of inhabitants, an increase at the 
rate of about 700,000 a year. The demand for 
new settlements will increase in a corresponding 
ratio with the population. It may be safely put 
down as increasing atthe rate of four per cent. 
Experience, heretofore, has shown that the rate of 
purchase does not. diminish, as the land has been 
picked and culled; but, on the contrary, those lands 
which have been longest in market are most freely 
sold, in proportion to the quantity in market. Thus, 
lands are more rapidly taken up in Ohio than in Ar- 
kansas, for the obvious reason that a dense popula- 
tion makes inferior land more valuable in the midst 
of it, than more fertile districts in an uninhabited 
country. There js buta million of acres of United 
States land now remaining unsold in Ohio, and 
even this is diminislfing with an accelerated ratio. 
It therefore may be well assumed that from this 
source the United States may enjoy a revenue of 
five millions, until very much the latgest portion 
of the domain within the nine States is disposed of, 
and long before that period Florida, Ioway, and 
Wiskonsan will have brought their contributions 
to the general fund, and extended the period of 
this income to future generations. Reasoning 
upon data known to be correct, in thirty years 
from this time the demand for the public lands will 
be in proportion to a population increasing at the 
Yate of two millions a year. 

But there are other serious objections to this 
amendment, and I invoke the attention of Senators 
from every quarter of the Union to that which I 
am now about to state. The proposed mode of 
disposing of the public lands is altogether and to 


The eagerness manifested by the - 


an enormous extent unequal inits operation. What 
I insist on is, that there shall be at any rate a per- 
fect equality; that there shall not be discrimination 
and bounties in favor of one Siate and against 
another; but here there is a degree of inequality 
which, were there no other objections, would be 
sufficient to compel my decided dissent. It is pro- 
posed to cede the public domain to each of the 
States respectively within whose territorial limits 
they lie. It is given to the States, not to individu- 
als. It is given to them, not as being all the States, 
but as being part only of the States of the Union. 


_ Should it be ceded to all the States, it would bea 


violation of the original cession of the Constitu- 
tion, as the advocates of this measure contend. It 
is to be ceded to the States, not in proportion to 
their contributions to the public burdens, or in pro- 
portion to their size or population, but simply as 
States. And what will be the result, as between 
one of the States and another? Ohio exceds Mis- 
souri in population four to one; aud how does this 
amendment propose to distribate the public lands 
between these two States? The share of Missouri 
is to the share of Ohio as more than twenty-cight 
to one, making the population of Missouri re- 
ceive over the population of Ohio more than 
one hundred to one. Can Ohio stand by and 
see the public domain given away in this pro- 
portion? Nor is this all; for the one million of acres 
which Ohio getsis of lands which have been in 
market for more than forty years, and have been 
picked and culled during all that time, while the 
thirty millions which are given to Missouri consist 
of fresh and fertile lands bat recently surveyed. 
Now let me ask, what will Virginia get? She eon- 
tributes to the public burden six times as much as 
Missouri. Missouri is to get 35 per cent. of thirty 
millions. How much does Virginia get? Nothing. 
This is not thirty millions to one; it is thirty mil- 
lions to nothing. Besides, Ohio has now passed 
her chrysalis condition. She hasnow become one 
of the old States of the Union. A million of acres 
is nothing to her. But this amendment gives her 
her dividend but of one million of old and refuse 
land, while it gives Missouri her dividend of thirty 
millions of new land of the very best quality. 

Let us now look a little at the operation of this 
scheme in its details. I have here the report of the 
learned Committee on Public Lands, made at the 
last session, stating the quantity of public lands 
within the various States. Ohio, it appears, con- 
tains one million of acres of second, third, and 
fourth rate lands, while Arkansas has forty-three 
millions of acres. 

Mr. SEVIER. Yes, and rich. 

Yes, said Mr. P. Arkansas is rich; ard this is 
one or the schemes to make the rich richer, and the 
poor poorer. Arkansas has forty-three times as 
much of the public land as Ohio; at the same time 
Ohio has a million and a half of inhabitants, while 
Arkansas has one hundred thousand. . Thus, one 
hundred thousand people are to be benefited at the 


rate of forty-three millions of acres of land—rich — 


land, as the Senator tells us—while a million and 
a half of people in another State are benefited at 
the rate of one million of refuse land. Arkansas 
is to get two hundred and fifteen acres to each in- 
habitant, and Ohio one-third of one acre! being a 
difference of six hundred and forty-five in favor of 
Arkansas. Each inhabitant of Arkansas, therefore, 


will get six hundred and forty-five times as much || 


as each inhabitant of Ohio. And so of the rest. 
Michigan has thirty-one millions to Ohio’s one mil- 
lion. Yet she has less than one hundred thousand 
inhabitants. The proportions arg enormous. The 
original cession said that the avails of the public do- 
main wereʻto be shared among the States according to 
their severa} portions of the general charge and ex- 
penditure. Yet, here an inhabitant of Arkansas is 
to get six hundred and forty-five times as much as 
an inhabitant of Ohio; or, if you regard the two as 
States, one gets forty-three times as much as the 
other. 

But it does not stop here. New States of the 
Union are selected as beneficiaries: are they, then, 
to be confined to the avails of the land they receive? 
Not at all: after receiving that, they are then 
to come in and be common sharers with the rest of 
the States. 


We aretogive them all their own | 


E 


lands, and a portion in ours besides! Virginia- isto 
get one twenty-sixth part of one-half of these lands, 
and Arkansas, after having got her own thirty-one 
millions, is to share this one. twenty-sixth part with 
Virginia. Ishould really hope, if the: land. mast 
be given away, it will be at some rate more reason- 
ble than this. The entire quantity of lands ré- 
maining unsold within the States enumerated in the 
Senator’s amendment. is 154,000,000. acres: one- 
half of this will bə 77,000,000, one-third is. 50,- 
000,000. And the bill gives these 50,000,000 to 
nine States, the other States to give no portion oft. 

I could run out this illustration yet further: but 
Irefrain. Kx pede, Herculeum. These are suffi- 
cient. : as 

Taese are to me striking views, but they are: not 
the considerations which weigh most heavily upon 
my mind, and which I should be most glad to see 
removed if this amendment is to be adopted, and is 
ever to become a law. In arguing this whole 
question I feel the difficulty of our situation as-ar- 
guing against the wishes and expectations of those 
who are to receive the benefit. The nine. States 
who are to get this magnificent donation have eigh- 
teen Senators amongst those whom I am address- . 
ing, who have, of course, a more direct interest in 
the adoption of the amendment than any of the 
rest of us. This, of itself, presents a powerful mo~ 
tive to secure their support to the measure: and 
this fact alone ought to make us pause before we 
hastily adopt the plan. The benefit to be granted 
is not common to us all, but peculiar to them—it is 
exclusive asto us. They are to be benefited: we are 
to be injured. In alluding to the strength of the 
motive here presented as likely to band together 
eighteen Senators in support of this scheme, I 
mean‘to make no personal or offensive reference to 
those Senators; itis a motivelikely to'act on all. — 
men placed in their circumstances. They. desire, 
very naturally, and very properly, to,bénefit their 
constituents: and, under the pressure of that de- 
sire, with such an opportunity for its gratification, 
the understanding even of the strongest is vefy likely 
to be warped in its conclusions, and seduced to be- 
lieve that the measure is perfectly just and pro- 
per. We must entreat gentlemen so situated, as I 
do now entreat them, to raise their views. from the 
immediate interest of their constituents in’ such a 
cession as is now proposed, to a just administration 
of the sacred trust which has been confided to them 
for the benefit of the entire Union. Is it right—is 
it just—is it generous—to find their own peculiar 
interest in eur lo:s and sacrifice? I throw myself 
upon them, that they will consider this rubject in 
anenlarged point of view. Especially do I wish 
Ohio to do this, who is passing out of her state of 
minority and becoming of ripe age. Will Ohio 
consent thus to squander our common. patrimony? 
I put it to lodiana,who is soon abont to become the 
third State in this Union: and I ask her whether. to 
promote a transient interest to-day, she will be wil- 
ling to sacrifice the permanent and abiding interest 
of to-morrow? and whether she will lend herself to 
the delusion that it is just to deprive the old States 
of the inheritance they have received from our an- 
cestors? : 

The amendment will produce a state of things I 
earnestly deprecate. In the administration of this 
domain something is due to cur past experience. 


We all remember the large amount of debt which 


was once accumulated under the credit system of the 
sale of the public lands; you remember that the 
debtors declared that they could not pay, and would 
not. The very same spirit which prompts men to 
take the land without a legal right prompts them to ` 
stand out for the money they ought to pay for it. 


Circumstances made it difficult, perhaps impossible ., 


for them to pay; and I well recollect the terror with 
which the politicians of that day looked to the 
reeults of such a state of things. I remember with 
what anxiety, not to say terror, Mr. Monroe 
contemplated a debt of nineteen millions owed 
by one section of the Union. Congress 
with dismay at the mass of debt due. from... 
on the Lower Mississippi; and, in conte 
of the mischievous effects arising fron 
dit system, in relation to the public. 
determined to alter your terms of sale; and if y 
wisely decided to sell, in’ future, for cash alone, 
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But if a scattered debt, due from individuals, 
be an evil of so dangerous a character as to ex- 
cite their terrors, how fearful will it become when 
this debt, instead of being dispersed among a num- 
ber of individual settlers, is consolidated into one 
mass, and owed by a ssction which has already, 
from time to time, made claim to an indefeasible 
title in all this land! Can you collect it? Yon 
cannot drive your debtors from the land. ‘Will 
you.call out the force of the country—send your 
army——sell the land under them, and take posses 
sion of it for the United States? It cannot be done. 
To individuals, in such a case, you can afford to 
yield, and make a compromise; but how will you 
stand when you have made States your debtors? 
The amendment establishes the relation of debtor 
and creditor between this Government and entire 
States—-with neighboring, with contiguous States 
with a mass of States, all having one common 
interest in the question, one common character, 
and one common debt. Do you expect from a 
debtor like this to collect your debt by any process? 
The thought is idle. 1 estimate the honor and 
fidelity of the States as much as any man; but 
what have we heard for the last few years, from 
the other side of the Senate, but wild denunciation 
of State. extravagance--State profligacy—-and the 
dear, blessed people to be taxed to pay State debt? 
Suppose there comes a short crop, or an Indian 
war, or any other of the lile contingencies, would 
it not be urged as an excuse for not paying the State 
debi? And would you venture, under such cir- 
cumstances, to call upon them for your money? 
You dare not, Gentlemen have told you, in one 
breath, that you cannot protect your lands from the 
squatters either by your tipstaves or by your sol- 
diers; and in the very next breath they say you can 
force whole States to comply with their contracts 
by. the power of the Judiciary! Your army cannot 
remove a handful cf individuals, and yet you are 
going to drive the States by your Judiciary! You 
cannot turn off a poor squatter, who has no sort of 
tile, or evidence or pretence of title; and yet you 
are, by the most nugatory provisions of this bill, to 
oust, a citizen of a State, having a deed from the 
State in his pocket, and the whole State power in- 
terposed between him and you! Ifa State shall 
declare that they will not pay you, do you expect 
thatindividuals of that State will? God forbid I 
should ever see the day when this com: s tobe tried, 
or that I should contribute to the possibility of su- 
petindaciig it, You place the man between two 

tes. The State tells him to hold his lanc; the 
General Government orders him to give it up. He 
is to be hung by the State if he disobeys the State 
Government; and if he obeys the State, then 
he is to bs hung by the General Govern- 
ment! You never can enforce your contract 5 
the Judiciary is utterly incapable of it. The remedy 
which the amendment provides for the case is ut- 
terly inefficient. It is, that if the States refuse to 
pay, then the deeds made by the States to indivi- 
dualsshall be vacated. Pshaw! Why, as I have 
said, with no deed at all, the seitlers have stood out 
against you, and you have been forced to yield, 
over and over again. Think you that, with a State 
deed to show, and the State authority to shield 


them, they are going to march off their farms at | 


the bidding of your marshal? He would be a bold 
man who would carry a process there. I say, then, 
that there is great danger in your establishing the 
pecuniary relation of debtor and creditor with the 
States. If they cannot pay, what will you do? 
They will resist in masres. They have eighteen 
Senators on this floor; and it is already their boast 
that in ten years from this time they will hold the 
balance of power, and that they will take the land 
upon their own terms. Tne remedy proposed by 
“the amendment is altogether fallacious. It proposes 
to divert a vested right, and to drive a man from 
lands that he has bought and paid for. 

Something of the same kind was once done by 
: Congress, (andthe measure, I admit, was supported 
by myself, among others,) by which the States be- 
came debtors to this Government for a distribution 
of the surplus inthe Treasury. And what has be- 
come. of your debt? - Who asks for it? Who dare 
move such ademand? Have we not, in the very 
face of this debt of twenty-six millions due from 


the States, borrowed money to supply the wants of 
the Government from day to lay? The Secretary 
of the Treasury tells us of these twenty-six millions 
on deposite with the States, and in the same breath 
asks for an issue of five millions of Treasury nates! 
A debt from the States! The States cannot pay it: 
they will not pay it; and we dare not ask the.n for 
it. I would not give you a groat for your whole 
debt. Some difficulty will occur concerning it, and 
you—will forgive them all. Let us not, then, take 
the first step—let us not make debtors of Stats too 
powerfal for your management. A contest will 
arise, and if they are too strong for you, you will 
besubjected to them; and if you are too strong for 
them, it will be yet worse, for they must be sub- 
jected to you. 

On these grounds I am opposed to the scheme of 
the Senator for a cession of the pub'ic lands. I 
trust I shall always be ready to promote the in‘e- 
rest of the new States; but I am nct willing to see 
such an inequality of division among them as that 
one man shalt receive 625 acres of this domain, 
while another man gets but one acre. I cannot 
consent to establish the relation of debtor and cre- 
ditor with the States, and so lose all. 

There is one other objection to the measure, to 
which I shall barely allude. I am strongly im- 
pressed with the idea that, while the Old Dowi- 
nion, in making us the cession of her territory, 
wisely and cautiously provided that the benefit 
should be ratably divided among all the States, 
(and therefore among the Western States wih the 
rest,) yet the main point of view in which that ces- 
sion is to be regarded is as a financial transaction. 
In regard to the proposition for a distribution of 
the proceeds, commonly known as the land bill of 
the distinguished gentleman to my right, (Mr. 
Cray,] I occupied a peculiar position, As an in- 
dependent proposition, I have been against it; but, 
in connection with the surplus revenue, I was for 
it. I was fora distribution of the surplus revenue 
accumulated in the Treasury, and of the proceeds 
of the public lands as forming a part of it. We 
distributed both the landed revenue and that from 
the customs. We have now the subject of the ta- 
riff opened again, or soon to be opened. All ques- 
tions before us in regard to the lands are compli- 
cated with the financial system of the United 
States. IfI had the control of matters, E would 
set down five millions as the income from the pub- 
lic domain, and I would then have a moving scale 
of duties in proportion to the wants of the Govern- 
ment. But this is sca:cely likely to be done. Tae 
tariff, I suppose, willbe fixed, and not moveable, 
with a view to give permanence to our great inte- 
rests. That they will, to a certain extent, be per- 
manent, no man, I think, can doubt. How the 
proceeds of the public lands are to be adjusted is a 
different question, I think they should be adjust- 
ed contemporaneously with the tarif, or else sus- 
pended till the tariff is settled. 

I cannot but regard the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands asa portion, and a very important 
portion, of the publie revenue at all times, but more 
especially now, when thereis a public debt actual- 
ly existing, and a propositioa before Congress to 
increase it. One of the peculiar purposes to which 
the old Congress appropriated the income of the 
public lands was the payment of the national debt. 
We have, at this moment, an acknowledged debt 
of near five millions. The Secretary of the Trea- 
sury demands an increase of five millions to meet 
pressing emergencies; and no one doubts that, 
in deferred payments, in existing charges, 
in unsettled balances, and unadjusied claims, 
there are five milions more outstanding. 
Thus, on the 4h March next, there will bea 
national debt of fifteen millions. This is no time 
to give away any portion of our income, neither to 
all the Staies nor to a portion of them—neither to 
twenty-six Slates nor to nine. 
are to be abstracted from the general Treasury, it 
were manifestly best that they should be. disposed 
of to the States generally. That would be an ap- 
proximation tu justice and equity; but the highest 
justice and equi:y—the most honest and obvious 
performance of our trust—is to apply these funds 
to the payment of ‘the national debt. 

The proposition of the Senator from Missouri, 
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to appropria:e these proceads.to the Navy and the 
public expenses, is conceived in so high a spirit 
that it is well calculated to ealist our sympathies 
and captivate the imagination. I hearti'y concur 
with him in his estimate of the propriety of doing 
some:hing for. the Navy. That important branch 
of the public service has- been too much neglected. 
It merits, at. all times, the highest consideration. 
Iis actual condition exacts our most anxious atten. 
tion. Its glory and its usefulness cannot be too 
highly estimated, and | fear it has fallen into great 
dilapidation. It might be invidious to inquire how 
this diastrous condition has been superinduced, but 
it is due to our most precious recollections—to our 
highest interests—to all that pride and patriotism 
can enforee—that it continue no longer. That 
Administration which shall build up the Navy, re- 
invigorate its energies, and revive and stimulate its 
wonted spirit, will deserve the eternal grati'ude of 
the country. As far as the public purse can contri- 
bute to this, I would not cireumscribe our appro- 
priations to any special fund. If there be any. one 
thing amongst us which may be called, national, it 
is the Navy. I would not limit itto any sum, 
however ample. Its only limitation should be, the 
capacity of our commercial marine to man it, and 
upto that full extent I would enable it to be pre- 
sent with our commerge in the four quariers of the 
world, equipped andsinspirited to protect it and our 
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honor against all opponents, 
, of 


Truagpay, January 16, 1841. 

The bill to jestablish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pub- 
ic lands, wbo shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log cabin thereon, being the special or- 
d-rof the day, was taken up, the question being 
on the preposition by Mr. CrirrenpEn to. recom- 
mit the bil!, with instructions to report a bill to dis- 
tribute the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the States, which Mr. Catnoun offered to 
amend, by substituting a. bill to cede the public 
lands to the States in which they lie, upon certain 
conditions. ; 

Mr. SEVIER said he knew of no political ques- 
tion, except it were a question involving national 
or State honor, or a question of war with a foreign 
power, in which his constituents felt an interest so 
deep and universal, as they do in a just, speedy, 
and final disposition of the public lands. 


Ia the adjustment of this great question, they de- 
sire what is just and liberal, and nothing more; 
and they will never be satisfied, as they ought not 
tə be, with any settlement of it which falls short of 
ample justice and great liberality. Senators from 
the old States have had the pewer, and yet have 
the power, to vote down every reasonable proposi- 
tion upon this subject, as they have frequently done 
from lime to time for the last half century. But, 
thank God, selfishness, and avarice, and injustice, 
like all things else on earth, have a termination! 
Human extortion and annoyance, either individual- 
ly or by States, in the wise dispensations of a mer- 
ciful Providence, cannot last forever! What in- 
fluence a sense of justice, in conflict with pecuniary 
interest, or a knowledge of what the future will 
inevitably bring to pass, may- now have upon the 
minds of Senators representing the old States, will 
be determined by their votes upon the proposition 
now before the Senate. Ten years hence, after the 
next census, should a settlement of this question’ be 
so long deferred, and should we at that time have 
no traitors in our garrison to betray us, it will te 
a matter of slight concern with us, further than to 
have, what would be at all times desirable, the 
friendship, good will, and co-operation of our 
brethren, whether the Senators from the eld States 
ate willing to settle the land question or not We 
shall then have the power, and we shall then exer- 
cise it, too, of disposing of this great question. to 
suit ourselves. And when that settlement takes 
place, we shall hear no more-of this Government 
peddling in town sites and town lots; no more of the 
relationship of federal landlord and tenant, in lead 
mines, salt springs, and Indian reservations; 
no more of penal statutes prohibiting emigration 
and settlement upon the public lands; ho more: of 
suits of trespass or ejectment; nor of-our illustrious 
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enemies of the country, but against our own fiesh 
and blood; and acquiring distinction, not on the 
battle field, but by burning down the dwellings, 
cutting down the crops, and driving into the woods 
to starve, or perish by exposure, unarmed, inoffen- 
sive and harmless citizens of the United States, 
with their helpless families! We shall then hear 
no more of these enormities, nor of the thousand 
other vexations which the frontier settler has had to 
bear, without remedy or redress—without daring to 
complain, lest he should be dendunced as uaman- 
nerly, impudent, impertinent, a bandit or robber 

We shall then have the power, and shall find, when 
that blessed day shall arrive, in politics as in war, 
that a bomb shell or cannon ball flung into the 
camp of the weaker party, will have. the usual 
happy effect of hastening negotiations, and 
of settling rapidly, and to every ‘body’s most 
perfect satisfaction, knotty points of dispute 
between us of long standing. You, sir, bave 
read the history of the last days ef Napoleon. 
Had he been satisfied, in his first reverses, with the 
empire and with France, an heir of his, in all pro- 
bability, this day would be seaied on the throne of 
the French. He wanted more; he wanted pro- 
vinces; and vassals andincome, and in striving to 
retain them, lost all. Profit, sir, by the lessons of 
history; for men and things are the same in every 
age and circle of the globe. Will you, sir, profit 
by these reflections? Will Senators from the old 
States profit by these reflections, and come to a fair 
adjustment of this great interest, in a spirit of 
brotherly love and generous magnanimity, of which 
we hear so much and see so little? If s9, I, for 
one, will promise them a pardon for the past, and 
love and confidence for the future. But, sir, I feel 
no such consolation. I feel that the sordid con- 
siderations of money, money whic they col- 
leet from others. than their own constituents, 
will be found too powerful with them for any pa- 
triotic sacrifices which would give quiet, peace and 
harmony to every member of the Confederacy. 
They now have the power to prevent our emanci- 
pation, and they now calculate that their strength 
will increase in an equal ratio with ours. Toey 
calculate as the West, the Northwest, and South 
give new States tc the Union, that new States will 
become old in interest, and join them as allies in 
plandering the balance. Already they consider 
Onio and Indiana as belonging to them. And 
hence we fiad, with the exceptions of my friend 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Caruoon,] of my friends 
from New Hampshire, and a few other generous, 
lofty spicited Democrats from the old States, who 
have stood by us heretofore, and who stand by us 
now, the old; inveterate and uncompromising ep- 
position to every land measure desired by the new 
Sates. And what are these m:asures, and why 
are they opposed? There are three of them now 
before us. The first, the pre-emption bill; the se- 
cond, the distribution bill; and the third, the ces- 
sion bill. 

The pre-emption bill proposes to authoriz: any 
citizen of the United States to give one doilar and 
twenty-five cents an acre, for one bundred and six- 
ty acres of land, provided he will improve and cul- 
tivate it. The friends of this bill support it with a 
view of protecting the labor of the poor man against 
wealiby land speculators. They allege, and prove 
it by official documents, that land. sold at auction, 
and without a pre-emption right, yields to the Go- 
vernment but two or three cents an acre more than 
the pre-emptioner pays; and as the loss to the Go- 
vernment is so trifling, and as protection to the set- 
tler is so important to him, as well as to the State 
in which he resides, they urge the passage of this 
bill, During the last forty years, we are told, 
and truly, that several pre-emption laws have 
passed, but all of them retrospective, and appli- 
cable only to settlers on the public land, at the 
time, or prior-to the passage of those acts. 
And. such bills of late years have been 
opposed, on the ground, among other reasons, 
of their unconstitutionality; becanse it was said to 
be a law lacking uniformity; because it granted 
privileges only to certain citizens of particular 
States, and not to all the citizens of all the States. 
To obviate this objection, and at the same time to 
save the trouble of constant applications for the 
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passage of such laws; and to save the time and ex- 
pense of Congress in passing such laws; and last- 
ly to obviate the constitutional scruples of very 
conscientious gentlemen, the friends of the mea- 
sure. have proposed this bill, which is of a prospec- 
tive character, extending to the citizeas of all the 
States the same rights: and privileges that former 
pre emption laws conferred to certain citizens of 
particular States. With the single exception of its 
prospective feature, it is precisely the same bill 
which has been passed frequently, at different times, 
for the last thirty or forty. years. 

This is the pre-emption bill, sir. I have given 
you, in a few words, ils length, and depth, and 
breadth, and a few of the reasons which influence 
its friends to support it. Jis pa-sage is opposed by 
gentlemen for sundry reasons, some of which 
are avowed, and some of them concealed; and by 
all of its opponents it is opposed for the same rea- 
sons, whether avowed or concealed. 

One of the maia reasons, though not avowed, 
for opposing the pre-emption hill, is to prevent the 
emigration to, and the settlement and improvement 
of the new States. The wealthy of the old States 
desire to retain their poor citizens among them for 
what they call operatives, (that, I think, is their po- 
lite term for the class I allude to,) for the purpose of 
working on their farms and in their shops and fac- 
tories; and by so doing to keep down the price of 
labour by insreasing the demand for employment. 
They oppose it because they imagine that sucha 
bill is calculated to keep down the price of land in 
the new States, and in that reduction they ima- 
gine emigration will be successfully encourgaged; 
that the poor will then become elevated in condi- 
tion; that laborers will become scarce among them; 
that the price of labor will increase, and that by 
such .a process the value of their real estate will 
be affected and diminished. This wealthy class 
have now, as they ever have had, their representa- 
t'ves in this chamber. 

The politicians of the old States (always except- 
ing my Democratic friends I have before alluded 
10,) oppose this bill because they are jealous of the 
rapid growth of the new States, and fear a loss of 


-political power and consequence; and therefore, 


considering this bill, as they do, as a temptation to 
emigration, and as leading toa Joss of political 
power, they oppose'it. To keep these people on 
their muster roll, that they may be counted in the 
centus, they would sooner sze them in poverty, 
rags, and misery in their country, than rich, happy, 
and prosperous in ours. Their reasons for oppos- 
ing ttis bill are well uaderstood in the new States, 
and thank God, propery appreciated. This is not 
all. Tne old States want the Jand in the new to 
bring the highest possible price, that they may have 
annually more money packed over the mountains, 
to be spent among them on their wharves, light 
houses, buoys, and breakwaters, and the Lord 
knows what; not satisfied in placing on our shcul- 
ders a protective tariff on the necessaries of life for 
their benefit, we must also be saddled with a high 
land tariff, a sort of English corn Jaw, that they 
raay ihrive and fatten at our expense; and, most 
generous souls! when they were kind enough to 
modify the tariff in 1832, to save the Union, a re- 
duction, at that time, of the land revenue, never 
entered into their imaginations, no,never. These, 
Mr. President, are some of the concealed reasons for 
opposing the pre-emption bill. I will now consiler 
a few of those which have been avowed. 

The Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Max- 
aum] objects to the passage of this bill, because, he 
says, pre-emptioners are an unworthy class, a law- 
less bandilti! His idea of the settlers upon the 
public jands in the new States, is that they are a 
sort of North Carolina blue beards, who ave ragged, 
dirty, brawling, browbeating moniters, six feet 
high, whose vocation is robbing, drinking, fighting, 
and terrrifying every peaceable man in the commu- 


nity. 

Mr. MANGUM here rose to explain, and said 
he referred to aliens. ` 

Mr. SEVIER said be had not so understood 
the Senator, but no matter, they are all God’s 
creatures, and a portion of them are his constitu- 
ents. This is the idea he has of them; but now, sir, 
no description on earth is further from the truth than 


the one he has given of them. On the contrary; sir, the 
settlers upon the public lands, constitute: thes best 
part of the population of all the new: States; and 
that is saying a good deal: for them. ‘It is-eaying 
that they constitute the best portion of the population 
of the United States; and that is saying a good deal 
for them. Sir, I never was in Europe, andinever 
intend to be, and therefore am unable to’cortrast 
the settlers upon the public lands; with the ‘better 
part of the population of the old-world: But, sir, 
I have been in North Carolina. 1 was born ‘and 
lived in sight of Buncom); from the door-of-the 
house of my. nativity, though in a different ‘State, 
I could look out and see the high blue mountains 
of that celebrated country. I knew, inthe early 
years of my life, many of its inhabitants. Ihave 
since been in Wilmington, the seapori city ofthat 
State, and have travelled through the turpentine, 
region, which I understand is the best part of the 
State; | have met with her citizens at home and 
abroad, and must willingly bear testimony to their 
worth and virtues. And yet, sir, I assure the Se- 
nator that I should not blush, or dreada compari» 
son of my constituents upon the public Jands, with 
the best his State offers, by any standard of virtue, 
intelligence or worth, which he or others could 
suggest. I have heard a great deal said about the 
settlers upon the public lands. This is not all. T 
have seen written descriptions of the emigrants to 
the new States, and only the other day I met with 
a description of them, which will, I dare say, whether 
he considers it poetry or prose, afford him some 
amusement. if notinstruction. The extract is taken 
from Hall’s Magazine. He says: , 

“First in order, as he isalwaysfirst when speculation is con- 
cerned, comes the hardy, enterprising New Englander. , Of all 
the emigrants to the West, Brother Jonathan alone knows 
where he is going to—the cheapést mode of travel, and what he 
is going'to do when he gels there; he alone. has ‘read the’ pre- 
emption laws, and knows what sum he must take with him; or 
notions in the way of trade, to secure a home in the wilderness. 
Already, before he gets there, he converses fluently about ranges, 
townships, and sections, has ascertained the number ofacresin 
éach subdivision, the amount. reserved for schools, and is ready 
on his arrival to avail himself of hisnew position. ”? ` 


« 


he said “better for worse.” 

Well, now, sir, if the S:nator is ashamed of his 
o'd neighbors and friends, who probably have 
stood by him in many a hard fought political battle, 


I assure the Senator that Tam not. They are a 
good sort of people, and I wish we had. more. of 
them among us. I had expected the Senator 
would back these friends of his, and do something 
for them, give them at least a pre-emption, if, not: 
a donation of land, to support the wife and the 
poor little sickly creatures, as. well as the lean but 
faithful pony. But it seems that I have mistaken 
the man, and I am sorry for it. 

The Senator objects to this bill for another reas 
son. He says that thir bill allows more than one 
pre-emption. Well, suppose it did. Suppose it 
allowedj the settler to pay for every place he 
fourd vacant and unimproved, on which he should 
build a habitation and cultivate; is there any very 
great outrage in that? If a poor man settles upon, 
improves, and pays for one tract of land, and he 
should afterwards sell it, what harm is there in 
letting him settle and improve and pay for aù- 
other quarter section of land? I can well imagine, 
it m gat be to his advantage to pursue such a 
course—I can well imagine, there might be cases 
where it might require, as in the case of the emi- 
grant from North Carolina, I have already ree 
ferred to, some two or three removals, before he 
would find himself in a condition to stick comforta: 
bly. Such an indulgence is calculated to, €n- 
courage industry and enterprise, and. to. im; 
both the state and condition of the -settler;-and, 
at the same time, to get rid, for a valuable consi- 
deration, of that most odious of. all monopolies, a 
monopoly of the public land, by the great non tax- 


66 


Lra Cone.......2np Sess. 


- APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Jah. 184i. 


Pre-emption Law—Mr. Sevier. - 


Senate. 


paying power, the General Givernment. ‘I think 
such indulgence right and proper. But the Senate 
think otherwise, and have already obviated the 
Senator’s objection. He is violently opposed to 
any stich indulgence. He says, “one of our West- 
ern hunters can travel withcut difficulty, the whole 
of ont frontier, from the St. Peters to the Kia- 

michie or Red river, and be able to select, and to 
squat upon, and locate, the very best tract of Jand 
oa the whole route! What unparalleled monstrosity 

He would not only net permit such a fellow, with. 
his flap and leggins on, to have a tract of land, 
even if he could sell bear meat and peltries enough 
to pay for it. Ne; not he. He would not even 
permit him tocamp upon the public lands for a 
single night, lest such abomination would pollvte 
even the soil itself on which he slept. Ie would 
remove him forthwith from the public lands. 
Not however with the militia! Ob, no, sir. Mr. 
Poinsett, you know, Mr. President, gave us some 
trouble about the militia bill, of which, perhaps, 
the honorabie Senaior has heard something—and 
the Senator is rather too smart to be caught tinker- 
ing with men in oniform, He would send a con- 
stable toremove him with his warrant and staff of 
office! Would his consiable succeed? Oa, yes! 
quite likely—quite likely, sir. Friendly persua- 
sien often effects what force would fail to accom- 
plish, and it has been said, that a poor man, in 
any extremities, when forsaken by the wold, can 
safely count upon two friends, two inseparable 
companions, that will never desert him: his dog is 
one, and the constable is the other. 

The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Elonrrxa- 
mon} also objects to the passage of this bill. He 
cannot bear the idea of a poor man having the pri- 
vilege of entering by pre-empticn, a hundred and 
sixty acres of rich land. Becaus.:, tke brute may 
have the audacity to select a spot of land where 
there may be waler privileges !—water privileges ! 
Why, sir, he loses the equanimity of his temper at 
the thought that a pocr devil make sake his thirst 
by drinking from a spring of pure water, or cf 
hiving a tub-mill to grind meal for his family. 
Water privileges! E have heard of this objection 
before, but never heard of it without f:eling as 
though I had swallowed a dose of tartar emetic or 
ipecacuanha. All the Senators who oppose this 
‘bill, represent it as a revival of the credit system Yes, 
sir, credit system ! and upon that hypothesis, they 
have favored us with some learned discourses upon 
the evils of the credit system, Sir, when I heard 
these el qnent harangues, coming from a certain 
quarter of this chamber, I felt something like the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] did, on bis re- 
turn from Richmond, a year or so ago; when he 
wished to express his surprise at something he 
heard in this chamber, he exclaimed, “Where am 
J, Mr, President? Am Iin the Senate chamber, or 
not? Dol see you, Mr. President, or not? Is that 
the chandelier I see there, or not? Is that the pic- 
ture of the father of his country which I sce sus- 
pended over ycu, or noi?” Ele could not have been 
more surprised on that occasion, than I have been 
at the philipics and tirades of certain honorable 
Senators against the credit system—some of them 
the advocates of the reception, for dues to the Go- 
vernment, of the paper cf broken, suspended, and 
nor~- pecic-paying banks—and all of them the ad- 
vocates of depositing the revenues of the General 
Government with the States! The credit system, 
indeed! Sir, ail their fears are without founda- 
tion. We propose to sell no land by this bill, or 
any other, upon credit. We do not propoze to 
part from cur land without the cash. It is true, we 
propose to delay the sales of the lands, to which 
there are pre-emption claims, for twelve months, 
except it shouid be thought advisable to sell the 
land at an earlier day; and of that matter, the 
President of the United States is the sole judge; 
and whenever it is sold, the cash must come. It js 
merely a question between March and May, and 
June aod September. The pre-emption bill may 
hasten, Put, in no event, can it retard the sales; and 
~ whenever. itis sold, to-day, to-morrow, six or 
twelve months hence, the money must be paid 
down or the claim is forfeited, and is subject to be 
gold to any one who will buy it. 

Another objectisn to the passage of the bill Is 
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‘that settlers upom the unsurveyed lands sre placed 
: upon an equal footing with those restdiag upon the 


surveyed lands. These setilers have always been 
upon an equality, and they ought to be upon an 
equality. If the lands are not surveyed, it is our 
fault, and no fault of theirs; and if you are deter- 
mined.to cripple our States in this manner, you have 
only to refuse, as you have the power to do, to 
pass the appropriations to carry on the public sur- 
veys, and -you accomplish your purpose. -Yeu sur- 
vey when and where you please, and are not more 
in the habit of consulting the wishes of the settlers 
upon this than upon any other question—that is to 
say, sir, they are never consulied by you upon any 
subject. 

Sir, Ido not desire to be tedious, and must now 
pass on to the other bills under consideration, which 
are offered as substitutes for the original bill. The 
next bill in order is the distribution bill. Well, 
sir, I am not going to discuss this bill at this time, 
if I ever do. I made a speech against such a pro- 
position twelve months ago, and am not disposed to 
repeat now what I said on that occasion; and espe- 
cially as I have b en anticipated by the Senator 
from Missouri, (Mr. Benton} He, sir, for this 
session at least, has given this bill its death blow—~ 
it has fallen dead under his Herculean blows—be 
has demolished it, killed it, murdered it; and I have 
no disposition to take up the time of the Senate in 
mangling the carcase of the deceased. 

I was glad, however, to find, from the course of 
his remarks, that the Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. Preston | intended to vote against the distri- 
bution bill, because he considered it inexpedient 
and unconstitutional. There is some consolation in 
this, sir; for ata future day we may need his ser- 
vices in resisting # the passage of this identical 
bill. 7 a 

The next bill which is proposed as a substitute, 
is the cession bill. : This bill proposes to cede the 
public lands to the States in which they lie, on cer- 
tain conditions. Taking the cession, as qualified by 
the conditions, and it amounts to little more, if any 
thing, than a transfef of the management from the 
National to the Glate Governments. The Jan 
are now managed?by the General Governmen’, and 
at its sole expense; end if this bill passes, the lands 
hereafter will be managed by the States respectively 
in which‘the lands lie, and at their exclusive ex- 
pense. And as an indemnity to those States for 
their trouble and expense in managing this great 
interest, and as a consideration for the surrender of 
the five per cent. on the sales of land in their limits, 
hereafter accruing, to which they are entided by 
the terms of their admission into the Union, the bill 
proposes to give to the States thirty-five per cent. of 
the gross proceeds of the sales of the land. This is 
the bill—a bill which has been most falsely charac- 
terized as a bill to give away the public lands. It 
is my favorite bill, because it embraces the cession 
clause, by which we get the heavy, crushing, Fede- 
ral foot from off of our necks, and because it puts 
it beyond the power. ofa future Congress to raise 
the price of the public lands, as a fature Congress 
will do, if the growing avarice of the old States 
should continue to increase, and they should kave 
the power to accomplish it, 

It is my favorite bill for other reasons. Etem- 
braces the pre-emption and graduation clauses: of 
the former of these propositions I have already 
spoken; and of the latter, I have but a word or so 
to say, as the subject of graduation is familiar to 
every Senator; and vhat I purpose saying, is elicit- 
ed by a remark made the other day by the Senator 
from Nor:h Carolina, [Mr. Manaum] He oppo- 
zes the graduation principle, because, in the course 
of time, the refuse. lands may bring a dollar anda 
‘quarter an acre, and, therefore, he is unwilling for 
the Government to make sucha sacrifice. He 
states, as a justification for his argument, what is 
doubtless correct, that in 1836, the public lands had 


-brought a great deal more than what. they had 


been estimated at in 1828. No doubt of it, and 
what. was it that did not bring a great deal more in 
1836 than it did in 1828? Will the Senator select 
that year as the proper time to test the value of 
land, or any thing else, in either old or new States? 
Does he not Know that the inflated prices of land, 
and every thing else in 1836, broke the banks, mer- 


- the world? Most certainly. 


chants, and traders, and the United States, if not 

I should select any 
other, than 1836 as the proper time to estimate the 
true value of any thing.. Where is the old State 
that has refuse lands to dispose of, that holds them 
up to any thing lke the prices fo which you held 
up the refuse lands in the new States? No where, 
sir. No Legislature of any State in this Union 
would dare pursue such 2 policy; nor would any 
Senator here, with all his feigned independence, 
dare‘o pursue such a policy, were they but within 
the reach of the citizens of the new States. They 
pursue towards the new States, who are not their 
immediate constituents, a course of policy they 
dare not adopt in regard to their own Slates. 
What acommentary upon that good old rutej of 
“oing as you would Le cone by.” 

My friend from South Carolina (Mr. Catuoun] 
has shown conclusively, I think, that the intrinsic 
value of land, or any thing else, is six per cent. 
upon the sum it yields anuually. He has thrown 
over this subject such a blaze of light, as to carry 
conviction, I think, to every unprejadiced heart. 
He has shown, by an unanswerable argument, that 
it is better for the Government to receive speedily a 
moderate price for their property, than to ho’don 
to it for a great series of years, with the view of 
getting an enhanced price for il; aud yet, with 
these convictions, without even the flimsy apology 
of subserving the financial interest of the United 
States, we find Seaators moving heaven and carth 
to keep quantities of the inferior lands out of mar- 
ket, by holding up the price beyond their value. 
Why is it, then, that such a course is pursued? 
The answer is obvi-us. It is to prevent the settle- 
ment and improvement of the new States, and to 
prevent them from raising a revenue by taxation 
upon their lands. Sir, if the United States, the 
great lasd monopolist, like every honest land holder 
in the State, were to pay the State taxes upon their 
lands, we should have far less grounds of com- 

_ plaint. The Government pays no taxes, nor will 
she suffer the lands to be sold at a fair price, that 
somebody may be induced to purchase them, by 
‘which the States in which they lie may, by taxing 
‘hem, receive a small revenue to support the State 
Governments. f . 

The friends of this bill anticipate many. benefi- 
cial results from its passage.. The reasons which. 
influenced the commivee in reporting this bill, and 
the reasons which influcnced the author of it to 
offer it to our consideration, have been presented 
to the Senate. I shall not repeat or dwell upon 
them. The views of the committee, and of the 
author of the bill, are met and opposed by the ad- 
versaries of the measure! 

They oppose the bill, in the first place, wi h an 
exaggeration of the quantity of land subject to ils 
provisions. The trae quantity, (if there be any 
trath in our official documents,) in all of the new 
States, which is subject to the provisions of the 
cession bill, is one hundred and fifty-four millions 
of acres. Some of the opponents of this bill repre- 
sent the quantity, I think, to be ten hundred mil- 
lions of acres! Now, sir, I care but little what 
the quantity may be; our arguments apply to the 
princip!e, and not to the numer of acres. I should 
not, therefore, netice this bombast at all, but that I 
wish to disabuse the public mind as to the extent of 
our possessions. 

Where do we find these immense possessions, 
amounting, in acres, to numbers which I have not 
mathematical skill to compute? I have no objec- 
tions to go on a trip of pleasure with the Senator 
from South Carolina [ Vir. Preston] to the peaks of 
the Rocky Mountains, on whose elevation he 
perched himself, to be able to begin to form some 
idea of our countless acies, Where are they? 
Are they there? Do we not all know that all the 
country west of Arkansas and Missouri, and south 
of the Missouri river, and east of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, is held in fee by a patent from the President, 
by the Indian tribes; and by treaty, with Mexico. or 
Texas? Do we not sll know that the angle of coun- 
try formed by the Missouri river, Iowa, and the 
Canada line, is either held in like manner by In- 
dian tribes, or else is totally uninhabitable? Do 
we not also know that all the country west of the 
Rocky Mountains is held by Indians, and is claim: d, 
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though unjustly, by a foreign power, and that we 
have not to this day had nerve enough to wrest it 
from him? We all know these things, and yet, 
they would have us and the world believe we have 
as many acres of land as there are grains of sand 
alone the sea shore. 

The adversaries of this bill also exaggerate the 
benefits’ it proposes to confer on the States. The 


Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] states, | 


that my State (yes, sir, he has done her the honor 
to select her for his illustration,) will, by the provi- 
sions of the cession bill, receive forty millions of 
acres of land! Has the Senator ever read the bill? 
T doubt it; for if he had, I am satisfied he would 
never make such a statement in the face of the 
Senate. Ihave already shown that in considera- 
tion of the surrender of her five per cent. to which 
she is now entitled, and for the trouble and expense 
et managing and selling the public lands, that the 
bill. proposes to give her thirty-five per cent.and no 
more, and not the whole of it,as the Senator ar- 
gues. The Senator also misstates the quantity of 
public land in that State. It is alittle over hirty 
instead of forty millions. This thirty-five per 
cent. it will also be observed, she is to receive gra- 
dually throughout the period of eighty. years 
—-and from sales of land in her own limits 
to her own citizens—but, when she defrays 
the annual expenses of managing and settling this 
land, by paying surveyors and land officers and all 
that, and when ske has had deducted her five per 
cent. which she now receives, and which she is 
entitled to receive in virtue of her compact of ad- 
mission into the Union, without expense, she will 
have remaining out of her thirty-five cent. upon 
the gross proceeds of the sales, which the bill pro- 
poses. to give her a trifling sum, not worth a 
week’s debate in the Senate, so far as money is con- 
cerned. Sir, I think if this bill be liable to objec- 
tion, so far as money considerations are involved, 
the bill gives her tco little iastead of too much. 
‘But I am willing, as one of her representatives, to 
receive it, in order to get this land question finally 
disposed of. 

The Senator also opposes this bill because it vio- 
lates the terms of the compact with Virginia and 
Connecticut. He tells us these States ceded their 
lands to the United States to be “disposed of” for 
the common benefit. I have read the Virginia com- 
pact the Senator refers to, but not lately. As his 
objection seems to be founded on the words “dis- 
posed of’ as being incompatible with the word 
“‘cede,?? as used in the bill, I hope the author of the 
bill will accommodate the gentleman, as I think he 
ean do with propriety, by substituting in the bill the 
words ‘‘disposed of ” for the word “cede.” Hither 
term I fancy will be acceptable to the friends of 
the measure. The Senator tells us that the leading 
and only objects of those two States, in making 
the cession, was money. Well, sir, Connecticut at 
least, has long since received, for what was at best 
a doubtful claim, an ample consideration for all 
she ceded. The objżets of these grants being mc- 
ney, as we are now iaformed, he argues, that these 
lands cannot properly be disposed of for the com- 
mon benefit, for any thing else. This construction 
I consider rather too restricted. Congress, I ap- 
prehend, can dispose of these lands for other things 
than money, provided itbe for the common bene- 
fit. Congress certainly have often exercised 
such a disposition of them, and probably will 
do it again, There is no stipulation in the com- 
pact, that I am aware of, requiring those lands 
to be sold at a certain price per acre, nor any 
stipulation, prohibiting Congress from selling 
those lands ata price less than one dollar and a 
quarter an acre. They have full power over the 
subject, and can sell on what terms they choose, 
and either to individuals or to States. I know of 
nothing to the contrary. But whatever force there 
may be in the Senator’s objections, they do not ap- 
ply to this bill, because it goes on the ground that 
the lands shall be sold for cash, and upon the fur- 
ther ground thatthe money accruing under its pro- 
visions shall be paid in the public Treasury for the 
common benefit. x . 

'The Senator. objects, further, to this bill, because 
it establishes, as he alleges, the relationship of 
debtor and creditor between the national and State 


Governments. I am against any such relation- 
ship; and if there be any such obscurity in the bill 
on this point, I hope the author of it will modify it, 
by making it the duty of every purchaser of land 
to deposite the sixty-five per cent. the portion of 
the purchase money coming to the United States, 
with the proper person, to the credit of the United 
States. I do not desire, notwithstanding my confi- 
dence in the integrity of the States, for a dollar of 
Federal money to be placed, even temporarily, in 
the treasuries of the States. Let the bill be so mo- 
dified, if it requires such modification, and then, 
sir, all the evils the Senator has so eloquently paint- 
ed, resulting from such a connection, will be 
avoided—and here is an end to that chapter. 

The next objection to this bill is, that it is 
changing our most admirable land system—and 
that is monstrous! Will you change a system, 
they ask, which has operated so happily for forty 
years? Behold Ohio and Indiana! See what mag- 
nificent communities have grown up under our 
most admirable land system! Yes, sir, Ohio and 
Indiana have grown up with surprising rapidity, 
and so has Russia under the edicts of her absolute 
Emperors, and ihat, too, without the magical bene- 
fits of our admirable land system! Has our land 
system produced the growth of either Ohio er In- 
diana? No, sir; far from it. They would be better 
off, if you had neither lands or land systems in 
the limits of either. And have we not changed 
our land system frequently? We have changed it, 
in reducing the quantity of land authorized to be 
sold. We have changed it from a credit to a cash 
system. We have changed it, by reducing the 
price from two dollars to a dollar and a quarter 
an acre. The distribution bill, which those gentle- 
man advocate, is a proposition to change the land 
system. And have any of these changes checked 
the growth of Ohio or Indiana? No sir. They 
have gone steadily onward—and would have done 
so, if they had never heard of any of your land 
systems. Other States, old States, all things con- 
sidered, have grown up as rapidly as Ohio and Indi- 
ana, where your land system never had a location 
or an existence. We should act with childish su- 
perstition to refuse to make any alterations in our 
system, which experience, or the wants of the com- 
munity, or the condition of things, might point out 
or suggest. And pray, sir, how long since is it 
that those gentlemen manifested such a horror at 
change? Change, change, I had thought, was their 
war cry. I had thought every thing was to be 
changed from head to fooi! I had thought every 
thing was to be changed, that commerce was to be 
revived, that money was to be good and plenty, 
that poverty and hard times were no longer to be 
found in the land, and, in short, that we were to 
have a glorious summer of unbroken. prosperity! 
And do these great reformers, that were to change 
every thiag, expect, now that they have expelled the 
incumbents from office, and are about to seat them- 
selves snugly in their places, to forget their pledges, 
and sit quietly down at their ease? If’ they dream 
of such comfort and composure, they will find 
themselves sadly mistaken. They must let off 
their thirty-pounders, if they have any; they must 
bring forward, and carry it too, some great and 
striking measure, as they have promised, or they 
will be laughed into scorn, ridicule, and contempt! 
If they fail in all this, their days are numbered. If 
such logic as this could have deterred our bold and 
iron nerved ancestors, (and jt was preached 
by a celebrated party of that day,) from 
changing the whole Government, we should 
now, sir, be the humble subjects of her 
Majesty, and not the independent representatives 
of twenty-six States and eighteen millions of free- 
men. I hope some of us, at least, have inherited 


a portion of the inquisitive virtues of our fathers, 


and have courage enough to look things in the 
face as they are, and not be frightened to death by 
sounds and empty shadows. 
change is not an improvement, and fear that the 
late change of our President is of this character. 
The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] tells us 
that-all these land projects are. traps to catch votes; 


and he appeals to the result of the late election as- 


an evidence to show that they had failed in their 
object.~In the North, generally, I doubt if any 


I admit that every” 


candidate would obiain their suffrages who was 
not considered friendly to a protective taruf. In 
the South, notwithstanding the result of the late 
election, I doubt if any candidate could obtain their 
suffrages who was known to be in favor of emanci- 
pating their slaves; and I believe, ia the new 
States, that no candidae could obtain their suf- 
frages who was known to be against graduation of 
the price of the public land: and pre-emption rights, 
or other land measures or substitutes which would 
confer equsl benefits upon that section of the coun- 
try. And how was it in the case of the late elec- 
tion in that quarter? Was not”every stump worn 
smooth by Whig orators in trying to convince the 
people that Gen. Harrison was the real friend of 
the Wesi? Did they not show, from a history of 
his public life, that he had always voted for both 
pre-emption and graduation bills? Did they not 
also show that his competitor had, so late as 1828, 
voted against these measures? Did they not tell us 
that Mr. Van Buren’s professions of friendship for 
those measures, as contained in his messages, were 
hypocritical, and that they were of too modern ori- 
gin for evidence, and that they ought not to be re- 
lied upon? I can appeal, I think, with safety to 
every Western Senalor as a witness to the truth of 
this statement. Sir, Gen. Harrison obtained the 
votes in the West for other reasons doubiless, but 
mainly because he was friendly to these measures. 
And popular in that quarter as he has proved him- 
self to be, he never would have gotten their votes 
if his hostility to those measures had been even 
suspected. 

Mr. President, I have dwelt longer than I had 
intended upon this great question, and have, before 
I conclude, but a single remark to make, and that 
is, that public sentiment in the new States requires 
a change in the disposition of the public lands, and, 
sooner or later, public sentiment in that quarter 
will have itdone. On this subject there is a col- 
lected moral foree which cannot and will not be 
snecessfully resisted. Andis it not your duty to 
respect this public opinion? Is it not our daty to 
promote the peace and happiness, whether it be dis- 
turbed by real or imaginary causes, of every mem- 
ber of our Union? And, ia accomplishing so high 
and so noble a purpose, does it hecome us to stand 
out upon mere trifles? What are a few dollars, 
more or less, to the National Treasury, in compari- 
son to such high and absorbing considerations? 
And after all, is it not our duty, as far asin us 
lies, to make every citizen of every State a free- 
holder, an independent and happy man? What 
speciaele is there so pleasing to a virtuous and 
feeling heart! 4 


January 14 and 15, 1841.4? 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers gh the pub- 
lic lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate'the same, 
and raise a log cabin thereon, being the special 
order of the day, wastaken up, the question being 
on the proposition of Mr. -CRITTENDEN to recom- 
mit the bill, with instructions to report a bill to dis- 
tribute the proceeds of the sales of the dublic lands 
among the States, which Mr. CaLuoun offered to 
amend, by substituting a bill to cede the public 
lands to the States in which they lie, upon certain 
conditions. ; 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said: While the origi- 
nal bill granting pre-emptions to actual settlers was 
the only question before the Senate, I felt no desire 
to say a word upon ii; but since the proposition of 
the Senator from Kentucky, and the amendment to 
that proposition submitted by the Senator. from 
South Carolina, have fairly brought before the Se- 
nate for discussion the whole subject of the. public 
lands, I have come to the conciusion~ that it’ might 
be expected of me to take some part in the debate. 
And, sir, permit. me to say that I enter upon this 
discussion with the more pleasure, because { have 
not the least idea that the question will be settled at 
this session, now half expired, and because I feel 
not only willing. but anxious that my sentiments 
should be fully known by the people of my State 
before the next session of Congress, during. which 
[hope to see the whole subject amicably and finally 


< arranged: for, sir, if I know myself, I desire to re- 


present, on this occasion, and upon all other sub- 
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jects, both the interest and wishes of my State, and 
to those wishes and that interest I will at all times, 
On all questions of expediency, conform my own 
action here, as her representative, with great plea- 
sure. [have ssid that I consider the bill and the 
proposed amendments as bringing the whole- sub- 
ject before the Senate; for, sir, 1 cannot agree with 
the Senator from Missouri that they are incongru- 
ous. [consider them entirely germain, and legiti- 
mately connected, both for argument and legisla- 
tion: The'wholé subject may well be arranged in 
a single bill; and asthe bases of sucha bill must 
include. the principles of one or both of the pro- 
posed “amendments, it is entirely proper that they 
should be discussed with the original proposition. 

Previous to tLe views which [intend to submit 
upon this subject, the ‘Senate will pardon me if I 
notice the closing remarks of the Senator from 
Arkansas, (Mr. Sevier,] who has just taken his 
sekt. ‘Phat Senator, taking, as he generally dces, 
a clear, common sense view of the relation between 
cause and effect, has jest told us that the in-com- 
ing party mast do something to meet the expecta- 
tions of the peoples that it must bring up and sup- 
port new measures; that it must not sit down 
in the seats of: the oft-going. party and fold its 
aras: that the people bave been led to believe that 
new measures were lo be adopted; that the duc- 
trines of the outgoing party were to depart with 
them in ther retirement; that the measures under 
whieh the Government has been administered were 
hostile to the interest of the people; and, says the 
Senator, if there shall be no cbange, the days of 
the in-coming or Harrison party are numbered— 
it will go out at the end of four years by a larger 
majority thdh it came in. I entirely concur with 
‘the Senator in his position, and thank him for the 
honesty and candor of the admission he hss made; 
he bas honestly and conclusively solved the mys- 
tery which surrounded the recent resalt of the poli- 
tical campaign in the minds of some Senators, and 
especially in thatof the honorable Senator from 
Missouri, (Mr. Benron,] who declared, a few days 
ago, thal the result was a mystery he could not un- 
derstand. ‘The Senator from Arkansas perfectly 
understands it, and I concur with him that, if the 
in-coming pany pursuers the same line of general 
policy that was the raling policy of Mr. Van Buren, 
its days will be numbered; its days ought to be num- 
bered. The people have condemned that policy; they 
have willed that those who support itshall no longer 
fill the highest offices within their gift; they have willed 
that a differeat policy shall prevail; tuey bave se- 
lected their agents for the purpose of carrying out 
a different policy; those agents stand pledged to do 
so, and it wonkl be a direct violation of faith to 
the people to refure to conform to their will. It 
would be sucha breach of faith as ought to num- 
ber the days of those who should presume upon 
‘stich a dangerous experiment. I trust, however, 
that there is no cause for alarm from any quarter 
on this subject. k merely notice the remark of the 
Senator to say that I heartily concur with him, and, 
so far as I am concerned, the charge shall have 
no application. 

Another remark of the Senator I must briefly no- 
tice, in which Lam netso fortunate as to concur. 
I understood the Senator fo say that the Senators 
from the old States had uniformly voted down 
every proposition from the new States in which 
they felt any interest. 

{Here Mr. Sevimr rose and said he had made 
several exceptions ] 

So L understood the Senator, bat I do not feel 
disposed to let the remark pass, even with the ex- 
ceptions, as Ido not think it does justice to the 
Senators from the cld States, as they are called. 
How many Senators compose this body; sir? -The 
‘answer is fifty-two; of that number only eighteen 
are: from“ the new Siates, so called. Well, sir, 
does not the Senator consider both the pre-emption 
and graduation bills Western measures? And 
how could the new States, with their eightren mem- 
bers, have passed any bill on either of those sub- 
jects without the votes of Senators from the old 
States? And still these bills have asain and again 
passed the Senate with the votes of Senators from 
the o'd-and new Siates. And, sir, I cannot let the 
occasion pass without doing to Senators from the 


old States justice, so far as my Siate is concerned. 
t have frequently, since I have been a member of 
this body, felt-the kind aid and support of many of 
the Senators from the old States on subjecis of vital 
importance and, deeply interesting to my. State, 
when a most settled opposition had come from Se- 
nators from the Southwestern Siatez, designated as 
new States.. It affords me great pleasure to except 
from this remark the Senator frem Aikansas.. So, 
sir, as one- of the representatives «fone of the new 
States, I claim-no participation in the application 
of the remarks of ‘that Senator. ; 

The Senator fiom Arkansas also intimated that 
the new States would soon be strong enough to 
make their own laws on this subject without the aid 
of the other States of this Union. This be thinks 
may take place by the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty. The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Car- 
noun] also predicated a portion of his remarks upon 
the same hypothesis. Here again I am compelled 
to dissent in toto from the positions assumed by 
those Senators. It seems that the Senators over- 
look a most imporlant fact in order to arrive at 
their conclusions; that is, thatthe Siates are be- 
coming old faster than new; or, in other words, 
that the old States are increasing faster than, the 
new ones. I use the words “old? and “new” in 
their confined accepiation. If the Senatois consi- 
der ali new States that have been, and that may 
be, admitted into the Union since the adoption of 
the Federal Constitution, they are right; but that is 
not the use they desire to make of the term:; they 
reer to States having a border interest in com- 
mon, growing out of their frontier situation, and 
the quantity of publi: lands within their limits. To 
this sense, does it not sirike those Senators that the 
danger 1s the other way? that the old Siates must 
increase in proportion? and that the power to 
control legislation on this subject must ultimate- 
ly, unless settled soon, lie with them? It 
looks so to me, and I have heard no argament 
to shake this view of the case. How. stands 
the case with Ohio? How with Indiana? ay, Indi- 
ana, that buta few years ago was upon the extreme 
frontier. The former no longer claims to be a new 
State; and the latter, so far as the Jand question is 
concerned, can scarcely be said to belong to that 
class of States. Others are following rapidly; and 
ina few years more all the ‘present great States 
m the valley of the Mississippi will be in the very 
centre of the Union of States, and not even 
the Western of the old States, in the sense I am 
discussing the subject. Is it, then, wise in the 
Snators from the extreme frontier of the States 
called the new States, to raise any question 
founded upon local coasiderations exclusively, 
on this great land question? | submit these 
remarks in a spirit of kindness; for these Se- 
nators, one and all, know that I kave ever stood by 
them when the interest of their States was in ques- 
lion. But, sir, I must be pardoned for saying that 
I never hear these local and discriminating ques- 
tions agitated here or elsewhere, when they can pos- 
sibly be avoided, without a deep sense of the im- 
propriety of the course. Let us remember that we 
are brethren of the same family, embarked in the 
same vessel, bound to the same port. Let us never 
forget our motto, “United we stand, divided we 
fal.” We must have confidence in each other. 
Deriving our existence from the same race, united 
together by the same patriotic leve of country, ac- 
knowledging the same Supreme Being, and cherish- 
ing the same free constitutisnal form of govern- 
ment, should we not have full confidenes in. each 
other, and should we not avoid every thing caleu- 
lated to excite angry feelings or engender sectional 
hostilities? It may not become me to lecture older 
Senators on this subject, but I shall rest my defence 
on the importance of the position, and the impres- 
sion it has made on my mind. I will digress no 
further, but take up the subj-ct under consideration, 
as I had originally intended before I was decoped 
from the path by the remarks of the Senator. from 
Arkansas, which I have thought proper to notice. 

‘While we differ upon. many- points. connected 
with the Jand question, we all concur. in. the magni- 
inde of the subject, and its great importance. There 
is another point in which there is a general concur- 
rence, so far as Į have as yet heard an opinion ex- 


pressed, and that is, the propriety, nay, more, the 


necessity, of settling the whole maiter so soon as it 
can be done satisfactorily to all. Upon the magni- 
tude of the subject and its consequent connection 
with the legislation of Congress, and the diversi- 
fied intercsts of the States in all their varieties, the 
Sena’or from South Carolina commented at large; 
and, as I do not desiga’ travelling over the same 
ground that other Senators have oceupied, where T 
concur with them, I shall content myself by read- 
ing an extract from the report of the Committee 
on Public Lands, ts which the bill of the Senator 
from South Carolina had beea committed. This 
extract will show the quantity of the public lands 
over which our legislation extends. And I read 
jt tothe Senate that it may be fresh in the recol- 
lection of Senators when I allude to it im my subse- 
quent remarks. The report says: 

“It appears from the report of the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral Land Office (see Doc. 46, 3.1 Sess, 26th: Cong.) tbat the 
whole quantity in acres of the public domain on the 30th Sep- 
tember, 1833, to which the inilian title was not extinguished, 
amounted to seven hundred and sixty-six millions &n round 
numbers, There were atthe same time, as appears by the 
same report, mthe State and ‘Territories three hundred and 
nineteen millions of acres to which the Indian tie was extin- 
guished; making the whole public ‘domain in the aggregate at 
thactime to be ten hundred and eighty-five millions of acres. 
Bytable marked A, herewith annexed, it appears that, on the 
first of January last, there were in the new States one hundred 
and fifty-four millions of acres to which the Indian tides were 
extinguished, and nine million five hundred thousand, acres.to 
which the Indian title was not extinguished; making in the 
aggregate one hundred and sixty-three milion five hundred 
thousand acres. From this.deduct for disputed ‘grants, many 
of which ars large, to which the right of the Government ma 
not be established, three militons and a half of acres; whieh 
would leave one hundred and sixty millions subject to the ope- 
ranon of this bil, (Mr. Catnoun’s amendment;) being Jess than 
one sixth of the whole public domain,” 

Who can cead the above extract, and not see the 
immense magnitude of the subject under considera- 
lion? I listened te the Senator from Sou h Carcli- 
na, (Mr. CaLHoun,] while portraying the importance 
of this great subject, with the attention due to that 
Senator as well as to myself{—desireus as I was to 
hear the whole argument; and, sir, I had the plea- 
sure of concurring most fully with that Senator up 
to the pvint of his argument where he declared that 
the pre-emption, graduation, and. distribution plans 
ail iell short of the desired object of settling the 
question upon the terms of compromise upon 
which I desire to sce it placed; and urged as the 
only panacea, or remedy for the disease, his amend- 
ment ceding to the States jin which they lie the 
lands within their limits, upon certain terms’ and 
conditions. At this point I was compelled to leave 
the company of the Senator. I could not concur 
with him in either of his positions; and, sir, I con- 
fess that I was surprised to hear the Senator declare 
that his amendment, or bill, was calculated to close 
the whole land question. Why, sir, does not the 
Senator see that it falls greatly short of meeting the 
desired object? Can he shut his eyes to the fact 
that the garment he has made is entirely too small 
for the body he designs to putit on? His bill ap- 
plies to the lands lying in the new States alons—one 
hundred and sixty millions of acres; while the 
whole quantity of the pudlic lands is over ten hun- 
dred millions of acres, as shown by the report 
which I have read. _ 

The great objecis of the Senator, as he has de- 
clared, are to get rid of this agitating question in 
Congress, to withdraw Executive patronage, and, 
finally, to settle the laud question. How will the 
bill of the Senator effect thee desirable results? 
As I bave said, it touches less than one-sixth of the 
public domain; the land system, with all its para- 
pherualia, must still. be kept up; Congress will have 
jast as much legi-lation, and the patronege will be 
about the same as if nosuch bill had been passed. 
Bat, sir, I forbear to push the argument on the Se- 
nator’s bill further at this moment. I shall have 
occasion to examine it in its proper order in the 
course of my remarks. Our land system has been 
justly eulogized by Senators on all sides. of the 
Chamber. When we compare it with the. systems 
of other countries, how high does it stand in the 
comparison; or even contrast it with the manner of 
the disposition of the public lands, by granting 
large tracts, upon credit, to: intividuals or. compa- 
nies, as was first adopted by this Government, and 
how pre-eminent does .our present, system, stand? 
Still it is becoming too great in magnitude, too ex- 
tensive in its demands upon the legislation of Çon- 
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gréss, intimately too much connected with the vå- 
rious. affairs of the nation. There seems to bea 
universal disposition and desire to make changes, 
‘either in the manner of the adminisiration of the 


lands or in the disposition of the funds proceeding , 


from their sales. The debt of the Revolution has 
been extinguished; the lands ceded by the States 
have been liberated from that charge, and a new 
state of the question has beea presented by these 
considerations, : : 

I propose to notice the different propositions that 
have been made for the disposition of these lands, 
an as brief a manner as I can, and show how they 
stand. At the commencement of the last Congress 
of the administration of Mr. Adams, I teok. my 
seat as a member of the House of Representatives. 
At that time the questions of graduation and pre- 
emption were the favorites for discussion. Well, 
sir, pre-emption laws, in some shape, have been 
passed from that day to this; and we now have one 
before us, differing somewhat in character from 
any former law, of which I will speak hercafter. 
Bat, sir, the graduation bills have shared a very 
different fate. . Not a session of Congress has been 
held without discussing or acting upon a gradu. 
ation billin some shape or other. General Jack- 
son came into power on the tide of unbounded pos 
pularity: his friends were devoted to his person, 
and his partisans sustained his measures with great 
unanimity. He was most decidedly in favor of 
graduation: he held it up, as did his adherents in 
the West, as the antagonist measure to the distribu- 
tion principle, as carried cut in Mr. Cuay’s land 
bill; and when the President defeated that bill, he 
proclaimed graduation as the proper measure. 
‘Well, sir, he held the station. for eight years; and 
atthe expira'ion of his term, Mr. Van Buren came 
into power. Like his predecessor, he, too, recom- 
mended graduation; the Secretary of the Treasury 
favored it as a financial measure; his partisans in 
the West held it up to the people as an Administra- 
tion measure. Atthe last session of Congress the 
bill passed the Senate about the same time the pre- 
emption bill did; they went to the Ffouse together; 
the pre-emption bill passed, and the graduation bill 
slepton the table. There was power enough to 
pass the Sub-Trreasury bill and the pre-emption bill, 
but the graduation bill was forgoiten. Thus, sir, 
twelve years, including the administrations of Gene- 
ral Jackson and Mr. Van Buren, have passed 
away, and the graduation bil stands precise'y 
where it did when I came to Congress first, From 
this I am led to believe either that there never was 
any serious intention of passing it by those who 
clamored the loudest for it; that it was merely held 
wp to the gaze of the people as the opposition mea- 
sure to distribution, for the {purpose of defeating 
the latter measure, or the people were opposed to 
it, and the dominant party knew it, and were afraid 
to pass it; and let me say to Senators now, that I 
have nct the least idea itever will pass, unless it 
shall be connected with the pre-emption and distri- 
bution principles, upon terms of compromise of the 
whole subject. 

The objections that are urged against the gradua- 
tion bill are, first, that it unsettles the land policy; 
secondly, it reduces the price of the real. estate of 
the country; thirdly, tse principle. of graduation, 
by the time the lands kave been in market, is arbi- 


trary and unjast; inasmuch as the tables of sales | 


show that lands which have been long in market 
still find purchasers at the minimum price of one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. These ob- 
jections-are entitled to due consideration; and al- 
though I do not expect to live long enough to see a 
graduation law standing upon its own bass, I will 
briefly notice them. As to the first objection, it 


will depend entirdly on a prior question; that is, | 


would the change be for the beter? If so, there 
canbe no objection on that ground; as frequent 
changes have been made, and the land system kas 
been much improved by them. Instance the sut- 
divisions of the tracis; the introduction of. the cash 
for the credit system; ihe reduction- of the price 
from two dollars, which was the minimum, to ong 
dolar and twenty-five cents, the present. minimum. 
The second position is, that it reduces. the price of 


the real estate of the. country. This assumption I || 


think. rather specious. than substantial; it would 


certainly tend to sell the land; and cause it to be 
improved at a much earlier day than it otherwise 
would be; and as the value of the improved land 
depends upon the state of the improvement of the 
ecuatry, it follows that the cultivation and improve- 
ment of these lands at an early day must tend to 
increase rather than diminish the value cf ihe other 
improved lands in the same section of country; at 
least, the ¢ ffect would not be perceptible against 
this view. In the next place, itis contended that 
the principle of graduation by time—that is, the 
length of time lands have been in market—is arbi- 
trary and unjust, because lands that have been 
long in market still find purchasers at the mini- 
mum price. This matter is perfectly plain and 
simple of solution. Lands have an intrinsic and 
arelaive value. A graduation bill by time only 
applies to the intrinsic value cf lands; they are sold 
by their relative value, by which I mean that the 
locality, quality of soil, water privileges, timber, 
and many other qualities, compose the intrinsic va- 
lue of a ptece of land, and for which it reseives an 
early purchaser; while lands wanting any of these 
qualities would be passed by the settler in the first 
instance; but, after the country around becomes 
settled and improved, these lands, thus passed by, 
become relatively valuable in consequence of their 
locality, and not their original intrinsic value; and 
that relative value finds for them purchasers. I 
have no doubt but that at least one half of the 
lands that are now called refuse may in a series of 
years ba forced upon purchasers at the minimum 
price. This-is my view of the matter. It looks 
very plain to me; and yet it bas excited a long de- 
bate to accsunt for the apparent phenomena, how 


-could it be possible that these lands could be infe- 


rior lands, and still find purchasers. There are 


connected with this part of the argument two im-. 


portant questions: First, is it right for the Govern- 
ment to hold up these Jands ata price above their 
intrinsic value, until they are sold by their relative 
value, and thereby avail itself of the industry of 
the porchasers of the surrounding lands to give 
that relative value? Tae other is, should the set- 
tlement of the country be retarded, and the States 
prohibited from taking the lands, until that relative 
value shall have been given to them by the sur- 
rounding improvements? | have heretofore thought 
that both of these questions should be decided in 
the negative, and have vote accordingly; and, as I 
have heard no complaint of my votes, 1 shall in 
this instance take the same course, though I feel 
quite easy about it, and would willingly conform to 
the will of my State by voting either way, or make 
a reasonable compromise of the whole matier to 
secure greater benefits in the final adjustment of the 
land question. 

I come now, Mr. President, to the more impor- 
tant question of pre-emption as embraced by the 
bill before us. As I have already said, laws on 
this subject have been passed from time to tim, 
differing in some particulars from the bill before 
us, which I wili look into as I progress with the ar~ 
gument. 

But, before I give my views upon the question, I 
desire to say a few words in relation to my vote 
sgaiast an amendment to the original bill, which 
excluded foreigners from the benefits of pre-emp- 
tion. Ithas been urged by Senators that the re- 
striction should have been incorporated in the bill; 
they contend that persons who have no interest in 
our Government, and who owe allegiance toa fo- 
reign power, ought not to have the benefits of 
a law which they contend grants exclusive 
privileges. There is much foree in the ar- 
gument, and were there not countervailing consi- 
derations, I should be disposed to go with them; 
but,sir, let it be remembered that, previous to ob- 
taining the benefit of the law, residence, improve- 
ments on and cultivation of the land, are requisite 
on the part of the pre-emptor; this I considered tans 
tamount to a declaration of a bona fide intention 
on the part of the settler to become a citizen of the 
United States; indeed, it is one of the most conclu- 
sive evidences of that intention ‘taat could well be 
conceived of, Still, I voted to require the declara- 
tion to be made in writing before the pre-emption 
shall operate. Icannot-agree with Senators who: 
think there is great danger of this class. of foreiga- 


. gaight ‘be admitted indiscriminately- to enjoy all the righted? 


ers overtuming or injuring. the Governments by — 
their votes or otherwise. Sir, let me tell Sen 
that this is not the class of ‘men from whom danger 
is to. be apprehended. These . are. honest, hard- 
working, industrious men, whosupport themselves 
and families by the sweat of their brows}. men Who 
attend to their own busineis, aud wot the. cong 
of the public; they are not the class: of political 
reigners who hang around your. seaports and. 
suburbs of your large cities, making- polities their 


‘trade, preaching agrarian and loco foco doctrines 


in the daytime, and lighting loco feco: matches and 
rioting at night—tke levellers down, because they 
cannot level up. Men who do. not betake. theni- 
selves to honest callings for a livelihood, and who 
are the enemies of those who do; these are the men 
you may watch; but when you see a foreignertake 
his family into uhe Western country, settle down on 
a piece of wild land, commence his little improve: - 
ment, surrounded and aided by his wife: and ehil- 
dren, you may rest satisfied that you have nothiag 
to fear from him; he is of the useful class of foreign. 
ers that allimately become our best citizens., "The 
spirit that prompts him to acquire property. will in- 
duce him to protect and defend it. The other class 
are not affect-d by pre-emption laws, for they would 
not cultivate.and. improve the new lands if you. 
would give them the privilege free of cost. 
seen many of this class in the West. as w 
the East, and I have never. seen one, ol 
claiming pre-emption privileges. < The other ¢lass 
usually apply for the benefit of our naturalization 
laws, and become citizens at the earliest. period 
possible; they are good members of society, and I 
desire to give them all encouragement I can con- 
sistently with the provisions of the Constitution. , 
During the discussion of this queSfon, the ar- 
gument was pushed further than was called for by 
the provisions of the bill; and new questions were 
started, or rather spreng upon us, one of which, 
being an important one, lam not disposed to let 
pass without a brief notice. It has been contend- 
ed that the States have the power to confer the 
rights of citiz:ns, or, in other words, citizenship, . 
ou foreigners, notwithstanding the Constifation of 
the United States on. that subject. Others -haye 
contended that this can only be done.-in.the ab- 
sence of the exercise of the power of passing na- 
turalization Jaws on the partof Congress, . I heard 
these opinions advanced by distinguished Senators, 
and I confess I thought at the time that both were 
avrong—that those who contended for the first of 
these positions were clearly and wholly mistaken; 
and tha! those who admit. the power. in the ‘States, 
in the absence of the exercise of the power. by. the 
Federal Government, had taken ground that could 
not be maintained. £ supposed the whole power. to 
be exclusive in Congress, and that in no case, un- 
der no circumstances, could the States, or either. of 
them, exercise it; and I find, on consulting a high 
authority, (Story. on the Constituuion,) that I was 
right. I will read to the Senate what that learned 
commentator says on the subject. 3d vol. Com- 
mentaries, chap. 16, he says: pi 


“The propristy of confiding the power to establish: a-uniform 
rule of naturalization to the National Government seems not.to 
have occasionedany doubt or controversy in the convention, For’ 
aught that appears on the journals, it was conceded withoutiod-« 
jection, Under the confederation. the States possessed the sole 
authority to exercise the power, and the dissimilarity of the sys 
tem in different States was generally admitted aga ‘pro’ 
defect, and Jaid the foundation of many delicate ahd hatig ate 
questions. As the free intiabitants of each State weie: entitled 
to all the privileges and immunities of citizens in all the other 
States, it followed that a single State possessed the power of : 
forcing. into every other State, with theenjoyment of every. im- 
munity and privilege, any alien whem it might, choose toincor- 
porate into its own society, however repugnant such admission 
mightbe totheh petity, *convenienceyand. even’ prejudices. Th 
effict, every State possessed the-poiger of natmralizing aliens in 
every other State—a power as. mischievous In ats nature as it 
was indiscreet in its actual’ exercise. Tu one State, residence 
fora shoritime might and did confer the rights of citizenship; 
in others, qualifications-of greater importance -were required. 
An alien, therefore, incapacitated for the possession of certain 
tights by the laws of the latter, might, hy a previous residence 
and naturalization ia the former, aune at pleasure all “their ea- 
lutary regulations for self-protection; and it has been remarked, 
with equal truth and justice, that it was owing to mere casualty 
that the exercise of this power under the Confederation did not 
invote the Union in the most serious embarreassments.’ There 
reat wisdom, therefore, in confiding to the National: Go. 
vernment ihe power to establish a uniform rule of naturaliza. 
tion shtoughout the United States. It is of the deepest interest 
to the whole Union to know who are extitied to enjoy the rights 

{citizens in each State, since they thereby, in’ effect, pee i 
‘titled to the rights of citizens in all the States. 
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citizens at the will of à single State, the Union itself might be 
endangered. by an influx of foreigners hostile to its institutions, 
ignorant of its powers, and incapable of a due estimate of its 
privileges. 

“Jt follows from the very nature of the power that, to be 
useful, it must be exclusive; for a concurrent power in the 
States would bring back all the evils and embarcrassments which 
the uniform rule of the Constitution was designed to remedy. 
And, accordingly, though there was a momentary hesitation, 
when the Constitution first went into operation, whether the 
power might not still be exercised by the States, subject only to 
the control ot Congress, so far as the legislation of the latter ex- 
tended, as the supreme law; yet the power is now firmly esta- 
plished to be exclusive. The Federalista, indeed, introduced 
this very cage as entirely clear, to illustrate the doctrine ofan 
exclusive power by implication, arising from the ‘repugnancy 
of.asimilar power in the States. ‘This power must necessarily 
be exclusive,’ says the author, ‘because. if each State had 
power to prescribe a distinct rule, there could be no uniform 
rule. ? 

The doctrines here laid down by the learned 
commentator are fully sustained by the conclu- 
sive authorities to which he refers, and sustain/ihe 
two positions for which I contend. f 

First. That the power over the subject of natu- 
ralization is vested in Congress, and is denied to 
the States, and is consequently exclusive. And, 
secondly, that no State can create an alien a cili- 
zen of such State, as, by that means, such person 
would in effect become a citizen of every other 
State. 

I have thought proper, Mr. President, to place 
this matter distinctly before the country that it may 
he understood, especially as it has been raised in 
this debate, and d'ferent views have been presented 
by distinguished Senators. 

It will be my purpose, fora few moments, to 
call back the attention of the Senate to the pre-emp- 
tion bill at the point where we leit it. The objec- 
tions to a pre-emption bill, so far as I can under- 
stand them, are, first, that sucha bill encourages 
persons to leave the old States and settle in the 
new. TothisI would say, that surely Senators 
would not deprive their brethren of the privilege of 
bettering their condition in life if they think proper 
todo so. Weare all in pursuit of happiness, and 
if'any portion of the citizens of the old States are 
willing to leave. the homes of their fathers and mi- 
grate to the West in search of a better home, hard 
would be that heart that would prevent them; and 
harder still would be the heart of those who would 
not receive them with open arms. Ours is a com- 
mon country, and Jet us never forget that neither 
our affections for each other nor our love of coun- 
try should be separated by geographical bounda- 
ries or State lines. 

Secondly. It is objected that the principle grants 
exclusive privileges to a class of men who [rush in 
‘advance of civilization and seize upon the public 
property, and it bas even been suggested that they 
might be restrained by the action of the Govern- 
ment. To thisI would say, that legislation should 
always adapt itself to the condition of affairs. We 
must look at things as they are, and not as they 
might be supposed to be, or we legislate for a sup- 
posed and not a real state of things. Tat spirit of 
enterprise aud discovery which is character'stic of 
the Anglo-Saxon race—that spirit that animated the 
Pilgrims, and the first settlers at Jamestown—that 
spirit that prompted a Boon, a Clark, and a Ken- 
ton, to penetrate the Western wilds and encounter 
and overcome the perils that surrounded them—that 
spirit which fired the early settlers of the West, in- 
duced them to leave the peaceful homes of their 
fathers, and brave the savage rifle and tomahawk, 
to‘settle a new country—I say that same spirit is 
impelling cur people onward; the tide that com- 
menced rising and flowing west from the shores of 
the Atlantic is stiil rolling on, and can only be ar- 
rested by the waves of the Pacific. Our people are 
already settling beyond the Rocky Mountains, and 
ina few years more there will be a nation of our 
eilizens in that region. You need not talk of ar- 
resting this spirit; it forms a noble trait in our cha- 
yacter, and it should be provided for. The privi- 
leges granted. are those of selecting, ccecupying, 
cultivating, and paying for at the minimum 
price, a. quarter section of Government Jand, 
Securing to the, settler the fruits of his own in- 
dustry in exclusion of all others. It is said that 
these lands, if sold at public auction, would 
brirg a higher price than: be minimum. This 
may be so in many cases; but here again we 
must look at the matter in its uue light. I consi- 


der the pre-emption laws merely declaratory of the / 


custom or common law of the settlers. If you make 
your public sales, and put up lands thus improved, 
the setiler will become the purchaser at the mini- 
mum price. No one will bid against him; no 
honest man would take from a. poor man the 
improvements he had made on a piece of Jand, and 
no dishonest man would dareto do it. Previous 
to a sale all the setilers in the district have a per- 
fect understanding that each is to have the piece 
of land he lives upon, and they will neither bid 
against each other, nor will any other person risk 
the consequences of taking from any one his im- 
provements by purchasing his lot of land. Sir, 
who could do it? Who would dare to do it? Whose 
conscience would suffer him to do it? And here 
let me answer a position assumed by the Senator 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Maneum;] he spoke of 
the bowie knife and the rifle settling the question 
of pre-emption between the settlers themselves. I 
know the Senator would not make the statement, 
unless he believed that the consequences he fears 
would grow out of such conflicts; but let me assure 
him he is wholly mistaken. One pre-emptor has just 
as much regard for the pre-emption right of another 
as he has for the personal property of his neghbor, 
or as the citizen land holder of the old States has 
for the real estate of others to which he bas no claim 
or title; or, in other words, the occupancy and culti- 
vation of land bya settler secures to him the 
right to purchase that Jand, in exclusion of every 
other settler, as effectually, by the custom of the 
settlers, as if pre-emption laws guarded his claim. 
I may here be asked why pass a preemption law 
then? My aaswer is the same that would be given 
to the passage of a declaratory statute; to leave no 
doubt on the subject in the mind of any, and to pro- 
vide for a possible case that might occur. When 
I am on this point, I must say one word as to the 
general character of these pioneers. I may be 
pardoned for supposing that I have had some op- 
portunities of judging that some Senators who have 
spoken have not. More than twenty years of my 
life have been spent on the frontier. I have seen 
my State in her infancy, with the fairest and largest 
portion of her territory in the possession of the In- 
dians. Ihave seen her pass through the different 
gradations of improvement, until she has arrived 
at ker present high grade in the comparison with her 
sisters. I have seen the first rude hut, the first 
log cabin, erected by the first occupant of the 
wilds of what is now the most beautiful and highly 
improved portions of my State. I haveseen, heard, 
and conversed with, the early settler, and let me 
assure Senators he is the Jast man that would wil- 
lingly do injustice tohis country, and the very first, 
in times of peril, to bare his manly bosom and 
nerve his strong arm in her defence; and although 
he may be as rough and as rude as his own Jog tene- 
ment, his heart beats with patriotic emotions for 
his country; he is a warm friend, a kind neighbor, 
ever hospitable to strangers, and, still better, an 
honest man; his poverty and his enterprise, with 
the hope of bettering his condition, and providing 
for his family, stimulate him to leave his old 


‘friends, the homes and the graves of those who are 


dear to him, plunge into the wilderness, and un- 
dergo the perils and deprivations incident to the set- 
tlement of anew country. Do you ask me where 
is the evidence cf his industry and usefulness? I 
answer you by poinling tothe West. Go there and 
see for yourselves—let the great West answer for 
the emigrant. 

I have, Mr. President, a single remark to make 
upon a question arising out of a principle of the 
particular bill before the Senate. The principle 
of granting prospective pre-emptions has been 
strenuously opposed, as being a departure from 
previous laws on the subject; as holding out a 
bounty in advance, for settlement. As to the first 
of these positions, I must say that a prospective 
preemption is much, more justifiable than a re- 
trospective one. The case stated, in my opinion, 
settles the question. In the case of a retrospective 
pre-emption, you justify a trespass actually com- 
mitted on ‘the public lands, and grant. to the- tres- 
passer the benefits of. the pre-emption Jaw, for you 
have a law in full force declaring it to be a trespass 
to enter upon these lands, destroy the timber, take 


stone, or commit other acts inconsistent with the 
rights of. the Government. In the other caze, you 
justify no trespass, but by law grant the privilege to 
the actual settler. The second positien assumed_I 
answer by saying that such has been the practice 
of the Government fora series of years; that the 
stimulus created by a prospective. pre-emption law 
would not be perceptible. The settler relies wih 
full confidence on the security of his right of pre- 
emption, either by a retro:pective law, sach as y i 
have been in the habitof passing for his benefit, 
or the custom or common law of settlers, of which « 
JT have spoken. 1 dismiss this part of the subject ` 
with the single additional remark, that, as pre-emp- 
tion laws have been passed, as they have not been 
productive of any visible public injury, and as that 
portion of our fellow-citizens for whose benefit 
they are passed confide in their continuance, I see 
no impropriety in the measure if sufficiently 
guarded. 

Having noticed the graduation and pre-emption 
principles, I must proceed to the examination of 
the bill of the Senator from Scu‘h Carclina, [Mr. 
CatHoun,] called the cession bill. Itis not my 
purpose to discuss the whole details of the bil], but 
to merely state some of the prominent objections to 
it, at least those objections that, have satisfied my 
mind that it ought not to become a law. I have 
already stated that I fully concurred with that Se- 
nator in the importance and magnitude of the sub- 
ject, and the propriety of its arrangement, so as to 
rid Congress of the subject, if possible. In’ these 
poin's the Senator and myself agree; but in the re- . 
medy he proposes, we totally disagree. I have al- 
ready showed that his bill only covers the lands in 
the nine States, amounting, in the aggregate, to 
only 160,000,000 acres out of ten hundred millions, 
the whole quantity; hence the apparent inadequacy 
of the proposed measure to remove the difficulties 
of the present system. ButI desire to pursue this 
matter further, and show the gross inequality of 
the measure as applied to the nine new States. The 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] touch- 
ed this point in his remarks the other day, in his 
usual able manner, and has relieved me from the 
necessity of going so much at large into it as I 
would otherwise have done. Thold in my hand a 
table prepared for the Committee on Public Lands, 
and appended by that committee to the report on 
the bill I am now discussing, without, it seems, 
even noticing the glaring inequality presented by it. 
Sir, I present thet table to the Senate: it isan im- 
portant documen, essential to a correct understand- 
ing uf the position I am examining:* 

By an examination of this table, the great diver- 
sity in the condition of the nine new States will ap: 
pear in a glaring light. I will take the two States 
will appear in a glaring light. I will take the two 
States of Indiana and Arkansas to’ illustrate the 
idea. The aggregate of the whole of the public 
lands that Indiana contained, as estimated by the 
table, was 20,629,359 acres; of this quantity there 
have been sold 15,158,702 acres; granted to the 
State and individuals, for all purposes, 1,074,163 
acres; unsold, including lands unsurveyed, 4,396 494 
acres; the purchase money received by the General 
Government intu the National Treasury from the 
sale of the 15 158,702 acres is $19,326,301. The 
quantity of land in Arkansas is 31,463,910 acres. 
Of these there have been sold 2,464,710 acres; 
granted to the State and individuals for all purposes 
976,896 acres; and there remain unsold 28,027,304 
acres. The United States have received for the sale 
of these 2,464,710 acres the sum of $3,110,897. 
Indiana contains a population of near 700,000 souls, 
and Arkansas a population of about 100,000 souls. 
Thus stand the two States. Now let us see the ap- 
plication of the principles of the bill of the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina to these two States. Here 
stands Indiana with her 700,000 souls, having paid 
into the National Treasury the sum of $19 326,301 
f.r the lands already sold, receiving under the bill 
her thirty-five per cent.; of the proc¢eds of the re- 
maining 4,396 494, while Arkansas, with ‘ her 
190,000 souls. having paid into the National Trea- 
sury only $3,110,897, would receive her thirty-five 
per cent. of her 28,027 304 acres, subject to like 

charges. So that Arkansas, containing the smaller 
population, and having paid the least’ money into 
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the National Treasury, would receive grea'ly the 
most in the dividend. I might run out the idea, 
and push the argument on this point; but as my ob- 
ject is brevity, and~as Ihave much yet to say, l 
will pass to the consideration of another view of 
the subject, believing that I am understood by the 
Senate. 

In presenting another view of the subject, | may 
be permitted to contrast the benefits to the new 
States supposed by the friends of the bill to be con- 
ferred by it with those arising from the distribution 
plan, which is its antagonist measure. And in 
this point of view, I am prepared to show that even 
Arkansas, one of the most favored States, would 
be much the gainer by the distribution bill even in 
a pecuniary point of view, if she had as much In- 

- ‘dian title to extinguish as Michigan, and confining 
it exclusively in the estimate to the lands lying in 
Arkansas. If I sustain this position, it follows 
that there is not a sittgie S:ate in the Union, bold- 
ing land subject to the extinguishment of Indian 
title, that could take the measure withouta great 
pecuniary sacrifice as a substitute for the distribu- 
tion bill. Senators. may think I am venturing upon 
bold ground, and I am very sure the Senator from 
South Carolina, in my eye, believes that the posi- 
tion cannot be maintained; but let him hear me 
answer the argument growing out of a statement 
of the case, fur, fortunately for me, the case is not 
to be made out by argument; the proof lies ia the 
statement of the facts of the case. Arkansas, by 
the bill of the Senator from South Caroliaa, would 
receive thirty-five per cent. upon the sales of her 


*TABLE A. 

Statement of the public lands, exclusive of those 
situated in the Territories, made up to January 
1, 1840. 
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“This is exclusive of 8,932,440 acres, not yet ceded to. the 
United States, iu Michigan, and about five orsix hundred thou- 
sand in Ohio and Indiana; making, in all, about nine millions 


and a-halt, : 


_eye has been turned a little to that matter, and there . 


unsold lands. She will receive, as the law now | 
stands, five per cent. which is taken from her by 
the bill and included in the thirty-five per cent; 
this leaves her thirty per cen: The distribatica 
bill gives her twelve and one-half per cent. aud 
leaves her in possession of her five per cem. mak- 
ing seventeen and one-half per cent; anu ‘en 
gives her ber proportion, in the ratio of representa- 
tion, of the other eighty-two and one-half per cent. 
which would raise the aggregate amount to be re- 
ceived by the State to over twenty-per cent. with- 
out any expense of the Jand system, or the extin- 
guishment of Indian title, leaving, at this stage of 
the calculation, less than ten per cent. in favor of 
Mr. Catuoun’s bill. For this ten per cent. the 
Siate would be compelled to pay. the expenses of 
the land system, the surveys, tbe sales of the land, 
and the extinguishment of the Indian titl»; for the 
provisions in the bill are: i 

“This cession, together with the portion of the sales to be re- 
tained by the States respectively under the provisions of this 
act, shall be in full of the five per cent, fund, er any part there- 
of not already accrued to any State; and the said States shall be 
exclusively liable for all charges that may hereafter arise from 
the surveys, sales, and management of the public Jands‘and ex- 
tingnishment of Indian title within the limits of said States re- 
spectively.” 

Now, sir, can any Senator say that the State 
could do all that is required of her for the ten per 
cent ? or would any State accept of. such a propo- 
sition in lieu of the distribution bill, if both were 
presented? It may not be amiss to look a lite 
further into the cost of this matter, or, as in the 
case of Bumble, the beadle, to examine the spoons, 
and see if they are the pure stuff. What is in- 
cluded in the extinguishment of Indian title? My 


may besome items that even some of the Senators 
from the new States now favoring this bill have not 
considered. I will name some of them for the.con- 
sideration of the Senate. The costs or expense of 
extinguishing Indian title include the expense of 
holding the treaty, including the support of the In- 
dians in their encampment and in council; the costs 
of the commission to hold the treaty; the. price 
given fer the lands; the. removal of the Indians 
West; the purchase of lands for them for their 
new homes; their support in their new position for 
atleast a year; the expense of a commission to in- 
vestigate claims against them; for all these enter 
into the consideration of modern treaties. Would 
ten per cent. pay these expenses? Let one of the 
States try it, and, my word for it, such State will be 
largely minus in the account. Then, sir, the bill 
is clearly delusive to the new States, most certainly 
not so intended by the distinguished mover, for I 
give him full credit for good faith to those States; 
but it seems to me he -has not done justice to his 
strong aud vigorous mind, by bringing it to bear 
fully upon the subject, or he would not have pre- 
ented this bill as just to all, or specially beneficial 
to any of. the new States. 

There is, however, another view of the question 
which shou'd settle the matter beyond controversy. 
The argument I have iatroduced has been con- 
fined to an examination of the bill with reference 
to the lands lying in the Siates. This is a very cir- 
cumsceribed view ef the case. I so intended it, as 
it covers cnly one hundgred and sixiy millions of 
acres out of the ten hundred millions of acres. 
Bui still jt must not be forgotten that while the bill 
of the Senator from South Carolina confines itself 
to the one hundred and sixty miilions of acres, the 
distribution measure covers the whole, and distri- 
bates, not only the proceeds of the one hundred 
and sixty millions, but also of the residue of the 
ten hundred millions; and while the cession bill es- 
tablishes the principle that so soon as a State is ad- 
mitted into the Union the lands must be ceded, the 
other continues the distribution. Without, there- 
fore, going into the great variety of impertant 
questions which have been discassed by others rela- 
tive to the power and expediency of the amend- 
ment of the Senator from South Carelina,I am 
compelled to arrive at the conclusion that it is my 
duty to vote against it; andif it should pass and 
become a law, aad the question shall be put to me 
whether the proposition should be accepted by my 
State, I should have to answer in the negative. 

I have now, Mr. President, arrived at that point 


of. the argument when it becomes necessary: to dis- 
cuss the mam subject: betore us: I mean the pró- 
posed amendment of the Senator from Kentucky, 
(har, ORITPENDeN.) f on 

“Here Mr. Maneics asked Mr. Smirx. to give 
way Loz metod te adjon, Mr. S. having spoken 
otez ad nour and a half, and it being late in: the 
evening, the Senate adjourned. ] tee ; 

At the moment of the adjournment, Mr.: Presi- 
dent, on yesterday, i had arrived at what. seemed 
to me to be the main question befere the Senate. 
I had said something about the. graduation and 
pre-emption bills and their kindred subjects. Thad 
attem pled to examine some of ihe previsions of the 
bill of the Senator from South Carolina. I had 
admitted the importance of the question before us, 
and I had urged the great importance and the ur- 
gent necessity of placing this whole matter on the 
basis of a judicious compromise. Commencing, 
therefore, at the point where my remarks were ar- 
rested, (for I shall avoid repetition as much as:pos- 
sible,) I will proceed to give my views upon the 
question of distribution, in which it will be my pur- 
pose to show why itis, in my opinion, entitled. to 
my support, and to answer some of the objections 
that had been urged against it. The Senator from 
Arkansas ‘Mr. Sevier} alluded to this subject the 
other day, and I confess I was rather disappointed 
in his course of remarks: I. did expect and. I did 
hope to hear that Senator discuss the merits of the 
proposition. I was anxious to hear his views, for 
they are usually marked with a strong vein’ of 
common sense and- practical illustration. The Se- 
nator, however, declined the argument, and con- 
tented himself wish saying that the measure was 
dead, and by telling us that the Senator from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Benton] had killed it. Yes, says the 
Senator from Arkansas, the Senator from Missouri 
murdered it as soon as it was introduced. `I hope 
the Senator did not mean to charge the malice 
aforethought, which is a constituent of the crime of 
technical murder. = 

[Mr. Sevier said yes, sir.] l , 

Well, Mr. President, I have only to say that, 
while malice is essential to constitute.a killing 
murder in the eye of the law, itis not so essential 
in the composition of a Jegislator... We should 
meet the questions that are presented for our con- 
sideration wiih calmness and deliberation. I do 
notsay that the Senator from Missouri did not so 
discuss this question: I am merely replying to the 
remark of the Senator from Arkansas. 

It so happens that I differ entirely with the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas in the assumption that he has 
indulged in, that the propesition of distribution. is 
either killed or murdered. Sir, that proposition is 
not dead, but liveth; and, let me tell Senators who 
think that itis dead, that they will find it not only 
living, but that it is destined to become the. Jaw of 
the land, and that, too, before many more sessions 
of Congress shall have passed by. It should, in 
my opinion, long since have been the law.. If the 
bill that was introduced by the Senator frem Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Cray,] and which passed Congress 
during the administration of General Jackson, had 
become the Jaw, it would have been a most valua- 
bie measure for the whole Union, and especially for 
my State; and I assure you, sir, while many of 
the acherents of General Jackson still sustained 
him, it was for other resons than his opposition: to 
the distribution bill, ‘The same measure is now 
before us, and I shall give it my hearty support, 
and not like my friend from Arkansas. I shail 
not content myself with a mere expression of opi- 
nion. 1 desire my State to see the distinc: grounds 
of my support; for I have no sentiment to conceal 
on this or any other measure. oe: 

First. 1 support the bil) because it is the only 
compromise measure upon which all can unite, 
and whicb, with proper provisions, will do ample 
justice to both the old and the new States. The 
interest of the new.States willbe amply protected, 
and the rights of the old States will be maintained 
in the distribution. of the fand. The difficulties 
spoken -of .by the Senator from Sovth Carolina, as 
arising. from the present systetn, will be partially 
obviated, and the voice of discontent between the 
new Slates and the old, growing out of the sub- 


| ject, will be forever hushed. Instead of making 
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the bill expire by its own limitation in a few years, 
I would make it a part of the permanent land 
system. 

Secondly. Isupport itas a Western measure. 
Yes, sir, as a Western measure; ‘and especially as a 
measure called for by the best interests of my State. 
He must have been blind to the administration of 
public affairs for the last few years, who has not 
seen the tendency of the Government to draw the 
money from the West, through the land offices and 
impost duties, and expend jt elsewhere. I heard 
the Senator from Tennesse, [Mr. Anpersoy,] who 
addressed the Senate the other day upon this point, 
- with great satisfaction. The noble stand he took, 
and the independence wiih which he announced 
his views, command my unqualified approbation. 

During the last three years, the table and expendi- 
tures will show that the expenses of the Adminis- 
tration have been $89,885,730. 
Thus, in 1838, - - - - 
1839, - - - č « 31,815,000 
1840, -~ - - - 26,643,512 
Now, how much of this fund has been expended in 
the West? how much in the Northwest? Let the 
friends of the Northern harbors answer; let the 
friends of the Cumberland road and the friends to 
the improvement of navigation of Western rivers 
answer. Nota dollar of this vast sum was ap- 
propriated to the protection of lake commerce; 
not a dollar to the improvement of the navi- 
gation of the Western rivers. The imposition 
on the commerce of the Ohio by the obstrue- 
tion of the: navigation, and the consequent high 
tariff of. tolls at.the falls, still remains. The Cum- 
berland road, that great Wes'ern measure, the 
construc'ion of which was commenced under the 
auspices of Mr. Jefferson, and continued through 
the subsequent Administrations to the present, has 
been suffered to sink into a’ state of dilapidation, 
decay, andruin. I talked the other day with a con- 
tractor for carrying the mail in my State on this 
road, and he told me he would have to abandon his 
contract atall hazards, Fe said it would ruin him 
to. try to goon, for the mail was so very heavy, that 
he could carry no passengers; and so soon as the 
frost was out in the spring, it would be impossible 
for four of the best horses be could get to travel 
more than two miles an hour upon it; and even 
then they would swamp or mire down atthe worst 
places, and have to be raised by rails or levers. 
And yet, sir, out of your expenditure of near one 
hundred millions of dollars in the last three years, 
not one dollar cou'd all the entreaties and argu- 
men's we could use obtain. I saw the tendency of 
the doctrines that have left us in our present condi- 
‘tion, forcibly exemplified at the last session. Arter 
every proposition that had been introduced favora- 
ble to the Western objects which I have named had 
been voted down, and it was declared by a distin- 
guished Senator (Mr. Caruoun] that our appropri- 
ations had been dried up, a proposition wag intro- 
duced to appropriate $90,000 to the commencement 
of a new work at Pensacola, on the Gulf of Mex- 
ico: the same Senators that voted against the Cam- 
berland road voted for the Pensacola work, it be- 
ing on the seaboard; and even at this session, when 
my friend the Senator from Illiaois [Mr. Youn] 
introduced a bill making a small appropriation to 
the Cumberland road, and proposed to let it remain 
on the orders without reference, the Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. Cray] objected, and wished the com- 
mittee to inquire into the propriety of borrowing 
money for this road; and yet I am greatly mistaken 
if the same Senator did not vote for the Pensacola 
appropriation when the Government was borrow- 
ing money, without ever putting that question to 
himself. I introduce this, not so much for the pur- 
pose of complaining, as to show the tendency of 
modern doctrines, and the propriety on our part of 
providing for contingencies. Not that I have an 
Aisposition to give up the Cumberland road or the 
lake: harbors; far from it: I expect to urge them 
upon. the consideration of Congress so long asT am 
honored with a seat in this bedy. I hope, how- 
ever, to see the. Cumberland road provided for in 
the final adjustment of the land question at the next 
session of Congress. ` It was originally connected 
with it; and I shall contend forthe continuance of 
he connection. By the distribution, at least a por- 


$40,427,218 


tion of thé money that is drawn from us will be re- 
turned to our people annually. The vivifying in- 
fluence of these annual returns will be felt in every 
part of the Union, but more especially in the West, 
which is, by the modern doctrines, in effect cut off 
from a participation in the benefits of a National 
Treasury, so far as direct appropriations are con- 
cerned. I can speak for my own State. I know 
that her share of the distribution will be most ac- 
ceptable to her, circumstanced as she is. And as 
it is her right, I feel it to be my duty, as her repre- 
sentative, to urge the measure by my voice as well 
as by my vote. . 

At the moment the Senator from Kentucky intro- 
duced his amendment, the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. Linn] intimated an intention of moving an 
amendment to the proposition of distribution, to ap- 
propriate the land funds to the Navy and the na- 
tional defences exclusively. I suppose he meant 
the defences of the Western frontier, as that subject 
lies nearest his heart. 

[Mr. Linn, from his seat, said, no, sir; the en- 
tire national defences } ; 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Catyoun]} 
catching at the proposition, but understanding it to 
be confived to the Navy alone, took the occasion 
to thank the Senator from Missouri for his magna- 
nimity, and spoke in strains cf eulogy and high 
commendation of the project. This is but carrying 
out the policy which I have stated has given the 
Government appropriations a salt-water tendency; 
but, sir, as a Western Senator, I cannot sustain 
either of these propositions; and, let met me not be 
misunderstood: there isno one here who would go 
further to sustain the nation in all necessary appro- 
priations for these objects; but let the funds neces- 
sary for the purpose not be taken exclusively from 
the West; let not the door be closed forever to a 
return to us of some part of the money that is ab- 
stracted from us by the continual drain of the pub- 
lic lands upon the pockets of our citizens. I con- 
fess that the two propositions, coming from the 
quarter they do, are somewhat alarming to tho:e 
who hope to see a return to the West of a portion 
of the proceeds of the publie lands. The objects 
named belong to the general charge; they are 
strictly national, and let the nation cherish them: 
for, should the time come when our patriotism and 
devotion to our country shall call upon us in the 
West to act with our brethren in the defence of our 
common country, by land or by sea, they have in 
the past a sufficient guarantee for the future, 

Thirdly. I sustain the proposition because a 
compromise founded upon it will not unsettle the 
land system, but preserve it in an improved form, 
while all the different interests represented can har- 
monize. On the other hand, the effect of the bill 
of the Senator from South Carolina will be to un- 
aettle the land system, create the relation of debtor 
and creditor between the General Government and 
the States, and produce conflicts arising out of our 
Indian relations, 

The distribution bill will also go far to.equalize 
the States who have received public lands for vari- 
ous purposes. The Senator from Michigan (Mr. 
NorverL] has repeatedly intoduced this subject, 
claiming, upon equitable principles, that the other 
new States should be brought up to the standard of 
Ohio, that has received more of the public land 
than any other new State. This bill will accom- 
plish that object, if it does not exeeed it. The 194 
per cent. on the unsold lands in Michigan, being over 
21,000,000 acres, would bring that State more than 
even with Ohio. Michigan has received 969,759 
ades, Ohio has received 1,842 911 acres—diffe- 
rence 873,152 acres; 124 per cent. or 1-8:h of the 
unsold Jands in Michigan would be over 2,500,000 
while the 124 per cent, on the 2,000,000 acres on- 
sold in Ohio would be only 250,000 acres. So that 
the effect of the bill will be entirely favorable to 
those of the new States that have not received as 
much of the publie lands as Ohio. 


_ These are, briefly, my reasons for supporting the 
distribution bill. Let us lork at the grounds on 
which Senators place their objections to ils passage. 


So far as I have been able to understand them, they _ 


are these. O 
First. The measure is unconstitutional. 


Secondly. It will retard the settlement of the | 


States by holding up the lands for prices at which 
they will not readily sell. 


Thirdly. It will stimulate the States to drain the 
Treasury of all the revenue of the nation, and leave 
the General Government helpless. 


Fourthly. It willcorrupt the States, and produce 
prodigality among their citizens. 

Fifthly. It will make it necessary, by abstracting 
the proceeds of the public lands from the general 
revenue, to lay additional imposts to meet thedeficit, 

These, I believe, comprise the. principal objec- 
tions; I have stated them fairly, and I intend, inthe 
progress of the debate, to meet and discuss them 
in the same spirit in which I have laid them.down. 


The first question is one of grave import, for if 
that should be against me, the argument closes, and 
the bill falls, so far as depends upon my vote. I 
am apprised of the position that is maintained by 
those who deny the constitutionality of the proposed 
measure; they contend that it is unconstitutional 
to raise money for the purpose of distributing it 
among the States, and therefore, inasmuch as thé 
abstraction of the land fund from the revenue of 
the General Government creates a deficit that must 
be made up by an increase of imposts, it raises the 
constitutional objection. The view that I entertain 
of the constitutional question renders it unnecessa- 
ry for me to examine the position assumed, which 
I admit to be a question of grave import; But 
which, upon a full discussicn in Congress, was de- 
cided in favor o° the power upon the question of 
distributing the surplus revenue; and that decision 
was approved of by the Jate President. I feel no 
disposition to open the argument of the question 
until the case shall arise making it necessary for 
me to do so. 


I contend that the proposed disposition of the 
proceeds of the public lands, by distributing them 
among the States according to population, evi- 
denced by their representation in Congress, is the 
most constitutional disposition that can be made of 
them, and that a faithful discharge of the constitu- 
tional duties of Congress demands the measure 
proposed. The land question arose prior to the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution; it was a Re- 
volationary measure in its origin; it bears date at-a 
period anterior to thatat which the General Go- 
verament had the power of levying ‘imposts on fo- 
reign merchandise; and hence it never was connect- 
ed with that mede of raising revenue. The diffe- 
rent States, duiog the Revolutionary war, had con- 
tracted debts which the Confederation desired to see 
liquidated. Many of the Sia'es owned large tracts 
of wild land, Virginia being the largest proprietor, 
her claim covering the most of the Northwest Ter- 
ritory, now Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and 
Wiskonsan. Cessions of these Jands were made 
by the proprietary States to the Confederation. 
That of Virginia, which may be selected to test the 
question, after ceding her lands, provided the use to 
which they should be applied, as follows: 

“These lands shall be considered a common fund for the use 
and benefit of such of the United States as have become, or 
shall become, members of the Confederation or federal alliance 
of the said States, Virginia inclusive, according to their usual 
respective proportions ia the general charge apd expenditure, 
and shall be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that pur- 
pose, and for other use or purpose whatever.” 

The Confederation being a mere league of States 
acting for the benefit of States, accepted the cession 
upon the terms, and took upon itself the execution 
of the trust confided to it. In 1776, after the trust 
had been accepted by ihe Confederation upon the 
terms of the deeds of cession, and while its execu- 
tion was obligatory upon it, the Federal Constitu- 
tion was adopted, in which provision was made for 
this very property, the eye of the Convention evi- 
dently being directed toit. The 3d section of the 
4th article provides that ; 

“New States may be admitted by the Congress into this 
Union; but no new State shall be formed or. erected within the 
Jurisdiction of any other State, nor any State be formed by the 
Junction or two or more States, or parts of States, without the 
consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of 
the Congress. THe Congress shall have the power to dipose of 
and make all needful rules and regulations respecting the ter. 
titory-or other proserty belonging to the United States; and ng- 


thing in this Constitution shall_be-so.consirned asto prejudice 
any claims of the United States, or of any particular Stale.” 


Here are ample powers conferred and expressly 
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delegated to Congress over the entire subject of the 
public domain, the object of which was ciearly. to 
enable the General Government to act directly 
upon the subject-matter of the public lauds, uncon- 
trolled except by the terms of the Constitution, 
and the previous contracts and engagements of the 
Confederation. These contracts and engagements 
were expressly recognised by the first clause of the 
sixth article of the Censutution, which declares 
that “all debis, contracts, and engagements entered 
into before the adoptiqn of this Constitution shall 
be as valid against the United States under this 
Constitution, as under the Confederation.” Thus 
you see the contracts and engagements of the Con- 
federation of States under the Articles were 
expressly recognised and provided for by 
the Federal Constitution. The question then 
arises—Did the cession of the public lands by the 
States, and the acceptance of them by the Con- 
federation under the deeds of cession, upon the 
terms specified, and for the purposes declared, 
amount in theeye of the Jaw to a “contract,” or 
“engagement,” onthe part of. the Confederation, 
which was obligatory upon it? Can there be any 
doubt upon this poini? If not, then the article of 
the Constitution which Ihave just read provides 
for the very case, and the obligations of the Gene- 
ral Government now are precisely those of the 
Confederation before the change of Government 
and the adoption of the Federal Constitution. The 
question then recurs, What were the obligations of 
the Confederation? This question must be decided 
by the deeds of cession, and can be as well an- 
swered in the very language used by the parties, to 
dispose of these lands ‘for the use and benefit ef 
such of the United States as have become or shall 
become members of the Confederation or Federal 
alliance of the States, Virginia inclusive, accord- 
ing to their usual respective proportions in the 
general charge and expenditure, and shall be faith- 
fully and bona fide disposed of for that purpose, 
and for no other purpose whatsoever.” I leave the 
constitutional argument here, having, in my own 
mind at least, sustained the constitutionality of the 
disposition proposed of the proceeds of the public 
lands, by which it would seem to follow that any 
other disposition, except to make the trust fund 
more valuable, since the discharge of the Revolu- 
tionary debt, for which purpose they were ceded, 
has been in violation of the declared object of the 
trus!, and consequently an infraction of that sec- 
tion of the Constitution which I have real, secur- 
ing the: inviolability of the “contracte” and “en- 
gagements” of the Confederation. 


The questions may arise, how do you maintain, 
under this state of the argument, the grants of lands 
to the new States, and the distribution of the land 
fund not covered by the deeds of cession? My an- 
swer to the first is, that the clause of the Constitu- 
tion which I have read expressly gives the power of 
disposition over the property, and as a trustee Con- 
gress has the power to grant or appropriate one 
partof the fund to enhance the value of the resi- 
due. Such has been the character of all the grants 
made. To the second question I would say that, 
as the other lands have been paid for by the people 
of all the S:ates, the same people have an undoubt- 
ed right to a return of their proceeds upon a fair 
distribution, should they desire it. á 


Secondly. Will the bill retard the settlement of 
the States in which the lands lie, by holding up the 
price beyond that at which they will readily sel]? 
So it-is contended; but it may be answered, that the 
incorporation, of the other principles in the com- 
promise upon it weuld entirely remove all doubt on 
the subject. Standing alone, however, it seems to 
me that the new States have a sufficient guarantee 
in the fact that the fund is to be distributed, and 
the disposition of the old States to get possession of 
their share of the fund will certainly prompt them 
to accelerate rather than retard the sales. The ten- 
dency of the measure, I think, therefore, is the 
other way, and the new States have no cause for 
alarm on that ground. 


: Thirdly. It is contended that it will stimulate the 
States to drain the Treasury of all the revenue of 


the nation, and destroy the Gereral Government. 


This position presents for our consideration matie™® 
of grave and solemn import, and I will endeavor 
to speak of it as iis importance demands. The po- 
litical relations of the General Governments with 
the State Governments, as well as the relation of 
Congress to each, are involved in the argument. 
The assumption is that the States would destroy the 
General Government, and that we, ihe Congress of 
the United States, are called upon to protect the Fe- 
deral Government against this disposition of the 
States. Let us begin at the source of pewer, and 
see what the position is. It is either that the people 
of the States are hostile. to the people of the Fede- 
ral Government, being the identical same people, 
or that the people of the States are hostile to the 
Federal Government, and would destroy it to 
build up the Sate Governments. Neither of 
these positions, I humbly conceive, can be main- 
tained. If it were so, would not that hostility 
long since have been carried into effect? Is it 
a controversial point that the Federal Government 
only exists at the will of the people of the States? 
Can they notabolish it without even the necessity 
of resorting to revolution? Should they think pro. 
per to do so, let them refuse or omit to appoint Se- 
nators, or.to provide for the election of members of 
Congress, ur to elect them, for Congress has no 
constitutional power even to appoint the time of 
electing either, or to act upon the subject, nor has 
the Executive any greater powers over it; or let 
them omit to provide for the election of a Presi- 
dent by appointing electors, which they could do if 
they pleased. I say, let the States take either of 
these courses, and what becomes of the Federal 
Government? The parchmert, called the Constitu- 
tion, would still remain, but for all practical pur- 
poses it would be as a biank piece of paper. The 
Government would stand dissolved, without vio- 
lence, without tloodshed, by the mere operation of 
non-user, until the same people shall think proper 
to set the machinery in motion. So you see, sir, 
the people of the States are to the complicated ma- 
chinery of our system ef government what the 
heart is to the human system—its vitality and jts 
power. Letus, sir, pursue the argument, and see 
what our position is as members of the Senate, 
Are we not the creatures of the different States, 
created by their power, and the representatives of 


their will, within the provisions of the Federal Con- 


stitution? Does it become us to charge those who 
delegated us to take seats on this floor, who clothed 
us with all the powers we possess as Senators, to 
turn upon our creators and charge them with a dis- 
position to destroy the Federal Government, 
and claim for ourselves the high prerogative 
of acting as the exclusive protectors of the Fe- 
deral Government against the assaults of the Sates? 
Can we maintain the position that we hold powers 
legitimately at war with the rights and interests of 
our common constituents, the States? Let Sena- 
tors who choose to assume these bigh grounds 
maintain them. Our duties are of a two-fold 
character—while we sustain the Federal Govern- 
ment and support the Federal Constitution, we do 
so as the representatives of the States. Sir, to test 
this question, how would Senators get along wih 
instructions from the Legislatures of their S'ates on 
this subject of distribution? Let me sappose that 
the honorable Senators from Missouri were in- 
structed, would they turn upon the Legislature 
and charge her with a disposition to destroy the 
Federal Government, or would they obey? Sup- 
dose the Legislature of Alabama should instruct 
her Senators, would they obey? [Mr. Cray of 
Alabama said, No, sir.] Then the Senator wou} 

resign, I suppose. [Mr.Cray. Yes, sir, I would. ] 
Well, sir, then we would get another Senator in 


your place, who would carry out tha will of the | 


State, and the operation would merely exchange 
one Senatorfor another—the principle would be 
carried out, and the State would triumph. IT have 
introduced these remarks. for the purpose of show- 
ing that, if the States were so disposed, they have 
itin their power to arrest the further progress of 
the operation of the General. Government without 
resorting to the supposed course to effect that object. 
The arguments have been predicated on the suppo- 
sition chat the people of the States are hostile to 


‘the General Government; when, in fact, nothing” 


is less true: the people of the States are devotedly 
and practically attached to the Federal. Govern- 
ment: instead of wishing to destroy ‘or embarrass 
it, they would come to this rescue ‘in the hour of 
peril, and lay down their lives in its defence. 


Fourthly. It is argued that it will corrupt the. 
States, and lead to prodigality. This is:assuming 
the position that the people of the States. are ‘not 
comagient to manage their own concerns, and. tiat 
we should act as their guardians—a doctrine that 
has of ‘late years found its way into: Congress, and 
has found supporters among those who profess. a 
reverence next to that for Holy Writ, for Democra- 
tic doctrines! This is strange Democracy. Afraid 
to trust the people with their own monsy! And 
pray, sir, what -would you do with it? Leave.it in 
the hands of the Federal officers for safe keeping? 
Ay,thatis the safe depozite. They cannot be corrupte 
ed, as a matter of course. Is that the doctrine 
Senators contend for? This is guarding the rights 
of the people of the States with a vengeance! We 
have their money, and they demand it; we, their 
representatives, answer, You cannot. have it;, you 
are not capable of taking care of it; you will be, 
come prodigal; let us keep it, we can be trusted? 
your money will be safely kept or laid ont, aswe 
think proper; recollect it is all. for your good. that 
we put ourselves to the trouble of taking care that 
you be not tempted.. Would a course like ‘this: 
comport with our duty to the States? Let Senators 
who approve of it adopt the course; it does. not 
suit me. On the score of prodigality, I-know. of 
no State that could compare notes with the general 
Governmeat for the last four years. 


The Senator from Missouri [Mr. Bewron] refers 
to the deposite of. the surplus revenue with the” 
States, and attributes the great rage for speculation 
and internal improvements to that deposite. Sup- 
pose I admit his premises, can he show me that a 
similar effect would not bave been produced by the 
expenditure of the same sum of money by the 
General Government? It was the money that had. 
its effect, and not the hand that scattered st. “But, 
sir, | cannot let the Fremarks of the’ Senator ` pass 
without further notice. Ido not concur with him 
in the cause to which he refers. The removal of 
the public deposites from the Bank of the United 
States; thebargain that was made between the Go- 
vernment and the local or State. banks, that the 
banks should pay a per cent. on the public depo- 
sites, authorizing the banks to issue upon them; 
the circolar of the Secretary of the Treasury di- 
recting them to do so, and the consequent inflation 
of the curreny, produced the effect to which the 
Senator from Missouri alluded, and not the depo- 
site of the surplus with the States. ; 


Fifihly. It is objected that, by” abstracting the 
land fund for distribution, it will become necessary 
to provide for the deficit by laying imposts. I pre- 
sume this position is well founded, provided the 
present imposts shall not be sufficient for an eco- 
nomical administration of public affairs. That it 
would fall greatly short of the late expenditures I 
readily admit; but that is no criterion to: judge by, 
for I trust the expenditures hereafter will be 
brougkt within economical limits. I hope in.no 
emergency hereafter, we shall be required to resort 
to the present policy of Treasury notes. Let us 
suppose, then, for the sake of argument, that we 
shall have io lay impost duties to make up the defi- 
cit of the land fund. Those duties cam be laid up- 
on luxuries, such as wines, brandies, and silks, ar- 
ticles consumed by the rich, and then only by such 
persons as choose to pay for them. The great la- 
boring class of society would pay very little of the 
duty, while they would receive their proportion of 
the distribution. Asa general policy, [see no ob 
jection to it; and as connecied-with the obligation 
of distribution, it would be the true policy in the 
contingency of which I have spoken. My remarks, 
Mr. President, will be closed, so far as the land 
question is concerned, with this declaration: I do 
not anticipate the possibility of arranging this great 
subject at the present session; but I hope to see the 
whole matter finally settled at the next session, up- 
on terms of compromise and mutual concession; to 
the benefit of the people, the safety of the General 
Government, and the best interest of the States, 
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The Constitution of the United States was based 
upoh a compromise of conflicting opinions. The 
tarif question, that almost threatened the Union, 
was so settled; and why should not this great land 
question receive the same blessing? 


I would here close my remarks and resume my 
seat, but the Senate must pardon me for noticing 
the political topic that has been introduced into the 
discussion. I did hope, Mr. President, when we 
assembled here at the present session, that we 
would, by common consent, exciide from these 
halls all the political heat that was created in the 
late political contest. We have all heard enough 
of it to need repose now it is over. But in this I 
have been disappointed. The very tie of the bill 
introduces the log cabin as a political reminiscence 
calculated to lead to political discussion; indeed, it 
has so led some of the Senators. who have ad» 
dressed you. I did suppose that the charges that 
have been made in the heated partisan presses, that 
the late Presidential election was influenced by 
stock-jobbing considerations in England, would not 
have found their way into this august body. But 
here, again, I have been mistaken. And since the 
charge has been made, I desire to know what State 
has been so operated upon.. Let the charge be lo- 
cated. For my State and her citizens I repel it, 
I had seen in the columns of the party presses, im- 
mediately after the election for President, the 
charge that the election had been carried by fraud. 
This we had a right to expect, fur it is a principle 
in our nature to attribute our defeat to any thing 
else than a defect in ourselves or our conduct; and, 
so long ax the charge had no special location, I 
thought it but the privilege of the defeated party to 
excuse themselves, even at the expense of facts and 
of the feelings of their opponents: but, to my utter 
astoni:hment, I saw in the official. organ the loca- 
tion of this fraud in my own State. I had been 
there at the time of the election, had heard and 
seen’ much, and I now declare to you that I honestly 
believe there ncver was a more fair and honest ex- 
pression of public opinion in the State than there 
was at the elections there last summer and autumn. 
There may have been illegal votes given, and no 
doubt wete, but, if so, I have good reason to believe 
they were unknown to the judges and inspectors, 
and were not confined to one side alone. 


Jam aware that an argument has been based on 
the fact that there were more voles given in August 
and November than there were polls assessed in the 
spring. Admit this to be truc, and does it prove 
that the excess were i'legal vetes, or that they were 
all cast on one side? Or may it not rather be attei- 
buted to the fact that all the polls were not taken 
by the assessors in the spring, or that some may 
have come of age between the time of the assess- 
ment and the election? This would be the charita- 
ble view of the matter. Add to this the fact that 
these same assessors accidentally returned 2,235,- 
906 acres of land Jess than the true amount,” and 
then make. the calculation, ond you will find that 
the vote of Indiana does not bear a higher propor- 
tion to the population than an average of other 
States, and it seems to me that even the Official 
would consent to raise the float from Indiana, and 
seek some otber point of location. It does not be- 
come me to say what was the cause of the defeat of 
the Administration party at the late election. The 
Senator from Arkansas and myself said a few 
words on that subject at the commencement of my 
remarks. Still I may be permitted to say, without 
departing from the course of remark I have laid 
down for myself, that I attribute the result to the 
fact that those in power lived too far from the peo- 
ple; knew too little of their interest, cared too little 
foraheir wishes, pressed upon the country obnoxious 

, Measures, attempted to entrench themselyes in 
power by the application of doctrines with which 
abe great body of the people had no sympathy, and 
treated with disdain, contempt, slander, and abuse, 
the candidate of their choice. While the warning 
rebuke has been pronounced in tones ef thuader, 
it has been both solemn and instructive. 
proclaimed to: the world the power of the ballot-box, 
and the perpetuity of ourglorious form of Govern- 
ment, we Gee 


It has- 
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In Schate, Tyesday, January 19, 1841—On the Pro- 


3? X spective Pre emption bill. 

MÉ WHITE said: However imperfectly I feel 
mysel! e to discuss this subject, I am conscious, 
never: Réless, that in deciding upon it, I occupy an 
impartial position. Indiana, in her progressive ad- 
vances from a wilderness state to the dignity of 
the fourth or fifth member of the Union, has 
reached that period in her history, when she mayhold 
with a stzady and an equal hand the seales of inte- 
rest between the old States and the new. While, then, 
I listen with most respectful consideration to abler 
counsels than I myself can aspire to give upon asub- 
ject whose growing magnitude has inspired veteran 
Senators with such apprehension as even to justify 
precipitate and immaiure legislation, Isha'l endeavor 
so to record my vote upon the several propositions 
before us as to secure to the new States all the equity 
they claim, and to the old all the right which they 
challenge, and to all the Siates an advantage of the 
most momentous importance, to be gained, as I 
conceive, from no other source than from the pro- 
ceeds of our bountiful domain. 

In our plan of Government, sir, simple as its ob- 
jects and as well defined as its purposes are, many 
difficult and complicated questions are constantly 
occurring. They are chiefly questions of power. 
Our conf:derated and at the same time Republican 
principle, cur relations with the Indian tribes, our 
partial system of domestic slavery, and our provin- 
cial or territorial system, are all full enough of per- 
plexities to put this experimest of Government to 
its severest trial. Indeed, sir, parties have a ten- 
dency to organize themszlves notso much upon 
measures of policy as upon abstract questions of 
constitutional construction. This tendency of party 
is greatly injurious, by praducing political sophisms 
and refined theories, which override every practical 
power for good conterred by our Constitution. 

The land question is not properly a question of 
power, and yet incidentally it involve: considera- 
tions of that character. Over the public domain 
which lies within the limits of the organiz-d States, 
the United States seem to have somethings more 
than a simple property jurisdiction, ora mere pri- 
vaʻe ownership. This is proved by their right to 
make laws for its conveyance and governmen!, and 
by their power to protect their possessions, and to 
determine all questions concerning those lands in 
courts of their own creation. Such powers are ap- 
purtenant to a species of territorial sovereignty. 

I concur fully with Senators who have ascribed 
s3 great importance to the measure now before us. 
If we regard it merely as a question of finance, it 
carries a grave and serious import. Not the least 
among the high functions of Government is its 
power to raixe and expend money. Next to the 
power to declare war, and to place under the arbi- 
trament of the sword the life and fortune of the 
citizen, the pewer to raise revenue is the highest 
prerogative of sovereignty. Of equal importance 
is it if we have respcet to the question of popula- 
tion or settlement and of scciat organization. 
These difficulties are increased by the medium 
through which Senators choose to regard the sub- 
ject. While the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Bex- 
ToN] complains that we will not treat the public 
domain asa fund for revenue, the Senator from 
Tennessre [Mr. Anperson] contends that is by no 
means to be considered as a question of finance. 
Concurring fally, as I do, with the honorable Sena- 
tor who introduced the bill now on your table, in 
the the propriety of a permanent pre-emption law, 
I protest against the justice of the remarks with 
which he accompanied its introduction, and to 
which I shall have occasion hereafter to advert. 
My purpose now, is merely to express my regret 
that a measure so interesting, and I may add bene- 
ficent, as the final disposition of our public do- 
main, could not be presented to this body by the 
dominant party, without a conjuration of influ- 
ences well calculated to disturb the harmony of 
our legislation—influences which have lately been 
aroused in the conflict of contending parties, and 


-which-had expended themselves in the most con- 


clusive demonstrations at the ballot box. 
To one or all of these causes it is owing that our 


Senate. 


statute book groans under the weight of enactment 


in regard to the management of our land system. 


Since the colonial and agrarian system of Rome, no 
nation has half such a complication of laws regu- 
Jating its domain. It may well be conceived that 
so extensive and fertile a territory would be a pro- 
lific subj-ct of legislation. Our entire demain is 
compu’ed at 1,085,536,252 acres of land, to about 
400,000,000 of waich the Indian title has been ex- 
tinguished, and remains unextinguished. to near 
700,000,000 of acres. Of tais vast domain, about 
seven-ninths lies east, and two-ninths west of the 
Rocky mountains. As yet we Have sold to indivi- 
duals a little upwards of eighty millions of acres; 
andif we add to that, grants and reservations to 
States, individuals, ete there will still remain more 
than nine hundred millions of acres in which the 
United States has a proprietary interest. 

Nature stamps upon these teeming acres their 
uses for the abode of man, and for the development 
not only of the physical but of the moral and intel- 
leciual energies of the Caucasian race. Extending 
to the shores of the Pacific ocean, the retiring sa- 
vage shall give place to the Anglo-Saxon, to illus- 
trate in the face of the world, and upon the Jast 
great drama where itcan be seen, the triumphs of 
civilization, of liberty, and of religion. 

Already, upon a considerable part of this do- 
main, have these great purposes begun their ac- 
complishment. Of the territory above mentioned, 
an area of about two hundred and fifty millions of 
acres has been organized into Republican States; 
and nine more stars of virgin lustre shine re- 
splendent in the galaxy of the Union. 

Tee billand amendments before us contemplate 
a permanent and conclusive adjustment of the in- 
terest of the United Sta‘es in this domain; and from 
the general view which we have taken of its uses 
and of the nature of the trust with which the 
Government is invested in rezard to it, we are pre- 
pared to discuss the several principles and. details 
involved in the bill and proposed amendments. 

From the beginning of our land policy, settle- 
ment and occupancy seem to have been the object 
of the Government. It is true that largesses have 
never been vroposed, nor bounties awarded, to in- 
duce a cultivation of our wild domain. On the 
other hand the Government has, with all possible 
expedition, from time to time extinguished the In- 
dian title, and thrown the lands into market. Tne 
Indian claim removed, no other obstacle has been 
left by cur laws in the way of settlement, no limits 
prescribed to ihe exploration of the adventurous pio- 
necer, The method of settling the Western lands in 
compact masse», by townships ata time, has been 
always repudiated. The Government has incurred 
no expense to protect the settlements. No gar 
risons or military posts have been established 
upon our frontier with this express reference. 
Oa the contrary, it has been left to the same fear- 
less and hardy spirit of individual resolation which 
dared to‘encounter the otstacles of nature and the 
terrors of the forest, to defend the pioneers against 
the marauding incursions of their savage neigh- 
bors. ‘The yide and the axe have gone together 
into the wilderness, borne by the same hand. The 
mother has left the couch when her infant reposed, 
to watch over the labors of the backwoodsman 
while engaged in his daly and toilsome task, and 
to xive the first alarm against the treachery of the 
Indian; and the hour of midnight repose has been 
rendered secure only by the guardianship of the 
hunter sentinel. $ 

In such a. way as this, sir, have your great tra- 
montans valleys been settled, until now security 
has sueceeded to danger, and the alarms of a bor- 
der war are drowned in the noisy tread of com- 
merce and of speculation. The pioneer has borne 
the dangers of tke adventure; shall he not reap its 
honors and rewards? Unaided, unregarded, un- 
recompensed, he has laid in virtue and in peace 
the foundations of several of your most pow- 
erful States, strengthened the bonds of your 
Confederacy, added new interests to your 
commerce, augmented sources. to. your reye- 
nues, security to your liberties and fresh glo- 
ries to your empire. Will you now withdraw 
from him your? patronage when frst“it begins 
to be valuable; or rather, will you not confirm: to 
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him his ancient charter? Is the sams wise and. 
hberal policy yet to. continue, of covering this con- 
tinent with Republican States, or is the sordid 
gripe of avarice to arrest this march of civil liberty 
towards its ulmost destination? Is this paternal 
Government willing to adopt the motto: “Quacren- 
da pecunia primum est——virtus post nummos,” to post- 
pone the highest political interests of its people to a 
consideration of revenue? 

It is remakable that in almost every deed of ces- 
sion from the States, and in both the treaties with 
France and Spain for the purchase of Lovisiana 
and Florida, guarantees are contained, securing to 
the people of the acquired territory a Republican 
form of government, and free and equal admission 
into the Union. If, then, even in our foreign ne- 
gotiations this appears to be a fundamental object, 
let us not thwart, by our domestic policy, the ear- 
liest attainment of so great an end. Let revenues 
be a mere incidental consideration, or in the ex- 
pressive and simple language of a member of the 
first Congress, “let us make the best of liberty, our 
people, and our land.” 

Senators object to the pre-emption policy mainly 
upon these grounds: 

1. That it injures our exchequer by diminishing 
the price received for the lands. 

2. That, by conferring privileges and bounties 
upon the people of the new States, it is partial in 
its opsration, and unjust to the people of the old 
States. 

_3. That it produces an unnatural and forced 
drain upon the population of the old States; and 

4, That it engenders a spirit of insubordination 
to the laws, and will lead to mischievous riots and 
excesses by tolerating a scramble for the public 
property. . 

To the first objection I reply that, before the for- 
mer pre-emption laws had operated to any extent, 


. the gross average at which the lands have been 


sold since the present minimum pr'ce was establish- 


; ed, is about one dollar and thirty-cents per acre. 


: The inconsiderable loss of five cents per acre does 


not weigh a feather in the scale against the equity 


_ of pre-emption. ‘To appease even the ill-founded 


complaints of a single State having public 
lands within its borders, you ought not to hesitate 
to make so small a sacrifice. You have assessed 
the value of the lands at $1 25 peracre. Why 
should you expose them to sale at auction? Many 
of those lands are not worth the minimum price, 
and yet you refuse, and for good reasons, to gradu- 
ate them downwards. Why should you graduate 
them upwards? In any department of business 
there are evils in the auction system, and it ought 
to be avoided when it is possible todo so. Itis the 
paren frequently of ruinous speculation, arising 
from an undue competition which such an occasion 
generally arouses. Upon the commerce of our 
citizens we lay an equal duty, and do not sell the 
protection ef our navy to the highest bidder. The 
facilities of the public mail, and the privileges of 
the Patent Office, are afforded at fixed rates. No 
partof our revenne except from land js raised in 
the shambles. Government offers none of its fa: 
vors, none of its privileges, to the cupidity of wealth 
save the domicil of the poor man, of which, by 
conquest or purchase, it has become the lord para- 
monnt. 


¿© The second objection assumes what I cannot | 
grant, “that the right of pre-emption is a bounty or 


a privilege.” The pre emptor pays a fair equiva- 
lent for his right, of more value in the end to the 
Government than the higher price which the capi- 


- talist might bid at auction. Foregoing now the argu- 


ment of increased resources and augmented na 
tional wealth, produced by conveying the lands to 
the actual occupant and cultivator, I urge the con- 
sideiation of enhanced va'ue given to the adjecent 
Jands by improvements in their neigborhood. How 
much the sale of this class of lands has been 
hastened by such causes, it is impossible to estima‘e; 
put I venture the assertion that your Treasury, en- 
riche as it bas been from every source, including 


-the twenty-five millions of Treasury notes, which 
> haye been issued, could not stand the shock of 


yielding up its gains, derived in this very way. Is 


it more in the nature of bounty to give these lands 


` fora fixed price to the first occupant, to the most | 


industrious citizen, than to the wealthiest, who may | 
perchance bid more they are worth? But in what | 
respset is this system unjust to the people of the 
old States? Certainly the lands are not a fond - 
for individual aggrandizement and profit. What-° 
ever relation the Government, as the trustee of the 
lands, bears to the States, upon the great principles of 
equity, which I shall by and by discuss, it can be, 
under no obligation to parcel the domain out, per: 
capita, among the individual masses of the people. ` 
The people of the o'd States remaining such, can- i 
not complain that a purchase is denied to them for 
purposes of investment and speculation, (I do not 
like the word,) which is allowed to him who is - 
willing to join the new communty in the wilder- 
ness, to lay his hearth-stone, and to build his altar 
there. If the Government does not hold these 
lands in trust for individual advantage, then it has: 
a right to fix what principles it pleases for their 
sale and disposition, and surely no complaint can: 
justly be made when those principles ‘are friendly 
to the earliest development of the social and politi- 
cal sstem, and to the increase of population with: 
in the limits of the new Territory. Of this I defy 
refutation. 

Iam willing to accord a character of plausibi-. 
lity to the third objection to pre-emptions above. 
enumerated. Perhaps the tendency of American en- ; 
terprise is too much to a diffusive population. To 
every section of the Union the Government owes. 
an equal patronage, and no patriotic citizen of the: 
West would desire to see his own section built up: 
at the expens: of the sister States. Especially would ; 
no Western statesman commend himself to his: 
constituents by the enactment of partial laws. The 
chain of dependence is such between the mort dis- ; 
tant portions of our Confederacy, thet one cannot : 
be injuriously affected without sensible loss to the 
other. It is impossible, however, to restrain the 
emigrating spirit of cur countrymen, and no better 
rule can be adopted than.to leave each one free to 
follow those impulses which point to his own pros- / 
perity and bappiness. While the rewards of agri- i 
culture in the rich and fertile plains west of the 
mountains are more tempting to the citizen than 
the appropriate pursuits to which those are des- | 
tined who remain in the Atlantic States, it would 
be wrong to check that virtuous ambi inn which is ° 
emulous to reach them. Let it be remembered 
that agriculture is almost the universal pursuit of 
the Western emigrant; and the more this proportion 
of our population increases, the more our real in- 
dependence is secured, and the faster our national 
wealth is augmented. Iam not about to adopt the 
exclusive and exploded doctrine of the Economists, ; 
which denied the productive quality to the opera- 
tions of commerce and to the labors of the artisan, : 
But I do contend that the agricultural employ- 
ment is best adapted to the genius of our = 
people and to the condition of ovr coun. 
try, and that it ought, and ever will, I trust, : 
maintain a proud preponderance. Need I re- : 
mind you, sir, that this class, in every emergency, : 
will be the prop and stay of our Republic; that bere ; 
the virtues which shall save our instituiions will 
find their true abiding place, and that sedition and 
misrule never enter the peaceful domicil of the hus-’ 
bandman? But there is a view of this subject 
which takes off the edge of the objection we are 
discussing. Itis, that although emigration may be 
too rapid from the old States to the new, the nature 
of our pursuits is such that there is a constant cir- 
culation of cur population, Though ia the proccss 
of this mighty provincial accretion, which has so 
astonished us withits growth,the blood may be forced 
through the arteries in unusual currents to the extre- 
mities, yet the celf-restoring effort of nature shall 
return it through a thousand veins to the seat of 
life. The traveller from the old States, after many 
days, will return with the spoils of industry, and 
pour the grateful offering into the maternal lap. 

A single word or two, sir, shall suffice in reply to. 
the fourth objection. It is in effect a “begging of: 
the question;” for if you invite the occupant to take: 
possession of your lands, he ceases to be a tres-: 
passer. Your act of 1807 forbade trespasses upon; 
the public lands; and-yet how little has the moral 
sense of the communiiy been shocked by the fres 
quent’and constantly recurring violations of that, 
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act which we have witnessed. . The. universal se 
timent of the nation has pronounezd it a dead Jet- | 
ter. Can he who seeks a home and a domicil for’ | 
his wife and his children offend against any rule of / 
society? In vain do you set up the artificial autho-{ 
rity of any law against so holy a purpose. Re-.j 
strict your pre-emption law to the actual setflerjcut-; 
up speculation by the roots, and your statute book ; 
will suffer no reproach, nor opprobrium rest upon | 
your authority, from any of the acts which you : 
fear. : i 
That there will be no strife or violent contention, 
among the several beneficiaries of the pre-emp- 
tion law, the experience of the past sufficiently 
proves. The northwest corer of Indiana (within 
my own observation) has been settled by pre-emp- 
tors A moreorderly, industrious, or better regu- 
lated community, is not to be found. 

The argument in favor of pre-emptions is so 
pregnant, that it seems almost superfluous to ad- 
duce the authority of other Governments which 
have uniformly extended the kindest protection 
toward their infant settlements. From the time 
when the wandering Scythian roamed from one 
hunting ground or pasturage to another, as his 
brief andual tenure would expire—from the ‘period 
of the folkland and bookland of the ancient Saxon, 
there has been no mercenary legislation upon lands. 
The far famed agrarian laws of Rome were.de- 
signed to aid and protect the colonist. The States 
of our own Confederacy have either surrendered 
their lands to settlers, or sold them at a nominal 
price. We are all conversant with that force of 
public opinion which constrained Massachusetts to 
pass laws requiring the successful plaintifin eject- 
ment to pay the occupying claimant for what they 
termed his ‘“betterments,” answering to the ‘‘meli- 
oramenta” of the civil law, or the “improvements” 
of the Westera squatter. A rigorous policy 
against the settler would be alike in violation of 
contemporary sentiment, and of all the lights of 
experience. f 

But Sena'ors say that the new States, not con- 
tent with bearing the palm of successful rivalry 
from their older sisters, have really outstripped 
themselves, and have asserted the right of majori- 
ty before they have attained the age of twenty-one. 
Grant that this is true, sir; we have at least the proud 
satisfaction of knowing that our greatness has not 
“been thrust upon us.” Itisa trophy of our own 
achieving. We glory in the fact that, in our in- 
faney, in our wilderness State, we have earned 
the honors of manhood. We boast not strength 
alone, bat wisdom. In the ordinance of 1787, 
before the birth of your Constitution, we taught you 
the principles of civil liberty. Itis a singular fact 
that,in an ordinance creating a Government designed 
to be temporary, those great principles should be 
laid down as the fundamental basis of our society, 
and expressed to be forever binding and irrevocable 
upon peopie and States thereafter to arise. Like 
Elannibal, we were consecrated to liberty in ourin- 
fancy; and now that cur noonday sun is cnimi- 
nating upon the continent, we covjure you to ap- 
prehend no evil; nor to fear influences, however 
powerful, which are thus benign! Let Senators re- 
member, when they are disposed to mete out their 
favors with a sparing hand, under what difficul- 
ties, under what discouragements, and under what 
painfel perils, our early settlements were effected. 
Let them remember how, even in later times, it has 
cost us all our resources to settle down as owners 
upon the frowning forest. The State of Indiana 
has an area of upwards of twenty-two millions of 
acres; and her ci izens have already contributed to 
the National Treasury, as the price of their de- 
mesnes, more than twenty millions of dollars, In- 
diana has barely passed ber minority. How, after 
such exhaustion, has their industry been taxed to 
cultivate and stoek their farms; and to procure that 
bountiful subsistence which an American citizen 
demands! f 

You kave been reminded, sir, by way of check- 
ing too gratuitous a spirit towards the new States, 
of the bounty aud mupificenee, or as the Senator 
from Souih Carolina [Mr. Preston]. eloquently 
expresses it, of the justice (for what higher attribute 
can be claimed in these degenerate ages?) of Vir- 
gnia and the other conceding States in surrender. 
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ing their rich possessions to the Union. The new 
States congratulate themselves upon this result. 
They congratulate the Union. Had the States re- 
tained this territory we should not now perhaps 
have been in the hands of a paternal Government, 
boasting its reedeemed guarantee for our admission 
into the Union. Wiskonsan, Iowa, Fiorida, would 
not have held that guarantee yet to be’ faithfully 
and speedily performed. The territory Northwest 
of the Ohio river would have been a mere appen- 
dage to the Old Dominion. Louisiana in all pro- 
bability' would not have been acquired, nor the na- 
vigation. of the Mississippi secured. We should 
not tow have boasted New Orleans, the peerless ex- 
porting city of this continent, nor would our great 
staple growing region of the South have had the 
valleys of the Upper Mississippi, the Ohio, the Il- 
linois, and Wabash, to pour, free of duty,their abun- 
dant and ceaseless supplies into her bosom; thns 
giving to her annual eighty millions of exports 
one third of the elementof their value. 

AS a representative of Western interestz, I do 
not complain of partial or unequal laws; but it can- 
not be forgotten that commerce has its costly de- 
fences, and manufactures a protection springing 
from your laws. Of necessity, almost, the pecu- 
niary patronage of the Government is limited to the 
seaboard. In proportion to its numbers, the West 
is the largest tax-paying section of our country, for 
the simple reason that not an article of import is 
produced there. These drains upon our industry 
we submit to with an uncomplaining temper. But 
we cannot forget the equity which such considera- 
lions raise when you are called to pass laws upon 
subjects peculiarly affecting our interest. Our 
staples are the agricultural products which seem to 
be placed beyond the pale of constitutional protec- 
tion.. Cumpared with the magnitude of the agri- 
cultural interest, all the other products of labor in 
this country sink into utter insignificance. Com- 
merce has its one hundred millions of exports, and 
an equal amount of imports, and our manufactures 
doubtless transcend these sums in amount; but agri- 
culture, towering above all, ascends to two tbou- 
sand millions per annum. No nation can be per- 
fectly independent which does not raise its own 
bread-stuffs; and the highest condition of social 
happiness and prosperity is attained where other in- 
terests, to be sure, are flourishing, but when the 
agricultural interest maintains the ascendant. In 
every vicissitude of trade, and in every revulsion 
of government, while famine and distress too often 
mark their desolating career in other countries, 
in peace and in war, our teeming soil conti- 
nues to yield its fruits to the labor of the hus- 
bandman, and our barns and granaries to 
furnish perpetual resources for the life of man. 
No event in history is associated with such a moss 
of human happiness, present and prospective, as 
the settlement of our Western country, by multiply- 
ing aud cheapening the food upon which man sub- 
sists. But I will not press this topie further. The 
people of the West, exulling in their growing 
Strength, expect from Congress Just and censiderate 
laws, not so much from their power to enforce 
them, as from the enlighiened appreciation in 
which their claims must be held by the entire Union. 
` It is matter of regret that the dignity of these 
claims should te disparaged, or suspicion te 
thrown upon them by the manner in which the pre- 
sent bill was introduced into the Senate. When 
pre-emption laws become the mere foot-ba'l of 
party, or are converted into an engine for political 
warfare, it is no wonder thai they fail to command 
that general assent to which they are entitled. The 
honorable member who brought in this bill remark- 
ed, upon its introduction, that the Federal party (as 
he was p'eased to term the Whig party) had, in 
‘ihe recent Presidential canvass, shown so devoted a 
love for log-cabias and their inmates, he was fear- 
‘ful they would anticipate the friends of the Admi- 
_-Ristration in presenting the measure of a perma- 
Ment pre-emption, and he therefore hastened to sub- 
“mit the proposed measure. Sir, the significant title 
prefixed to this bill, if it shall not be interpreted as 
ironical upon its worthy beneficiaries, has at least 
that aspect in reference to one of the great parties 
engaged.in the recent’ Presidential struggle. Cer- 


tainly, sir, either the bill or its title, or some other. 


associations, have produced, in this debate, net a 
little raillery against the emblems adopted for good 
cause by the Whigs in the late contest. The 
freight with which this pre-emption vessel is laden, 
is acceptable to my constituents, but they like not 
the flag under which she sails. Ina word, sir, it 
cannot be concealed that this measure is intended 
to overreach the acticn of the coming Administra- 
tion, and either to force that Administration 
into an antagonist positon, er obnubilate its 
glories by this forced and sudden interposition of a 
policy for which the country was as ripe eight 
years ago asnow. It matters net to me, however, 
whether this consummation be achieved under the 
star of General Harrison, whether it be the con- 
comitant of that serics of conservative and patrio- 
tic measures which are to restore the character of 
the age and to elevate our institutions, or whether, 
now urged on by influences no longer to be resisted, 
the measure has been precipitated upon us by the 
stern virtue which is felt and appreciated, and, I 


. may add, feared in the character of General Har- 


rison, and by that powerful voice of the people 
which has pronounced his clection. 

Connected with the subject of a final setilement 
of the Jand question, as proposed by the bill, two 
antagonist measures have been presented to the 
Senate. That contained in the amendment of the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Crirren- 
DEN} propozes to grant to the actual settler, whose 
estate shall not exceed the value of $1000, the right 
of pre-emption to any quantity of land not exceed- 
ing 320 ac.es, and to distribute the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands among the several States 
of the Union in just and cquitable proportions. 
The other, proposed by the honorable member 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Carnoun] contemplates 
a cession of the public lands to the several States 
within whose limits they lie, upon conditions, the 
principal of which are, that the States shall annu- 
ally pay to the General Government sixty-five per 
cent. cf the gross proceeds, and that the cession 
“shail be in full of the five per cent. fund or any 
part thereof not already accrued to any Siate; and 
the said States shall be exclusively liable for all 
charges that may hereafter arise from the surveys, 
sales, and management of the public lands and ex- 
tinguishment of Indian tide within the limits of said 
States respectively.” It also provides that the 
States may pass pre-emption and graduation laws. 
I shall first consider the amendment of the Senator 
from South Carolina. 

T object to this scheme as unsettling the, whole 
land system, approved by the experience of forty 
years, as destroying that uniformity which has con- 
tributed so much not only to the security of titles, 
but to the value of improvements made upon the 
newly purchased lands. It transfers the muni- 
ments of tile from the archives of this Govern- 
ment to the custody cf the Execu'ives of the seve- 
ral States, the forms of conveyance of course to 
be devised by the auihorilies of those States. It 
reates new responsibilities unknown to the Con- 
stitution, and dangerous to our revenues. Who 
can beieve that the States will meet pecuniary en- 
gagements of this kind with promptitude} Your 
laws cannot enforce their collection, and your only 
reliance is upon the faith of the States, In origi- 
nal engagements of the several States with the 
world, their plighted faith wili be a sufficient 
guarantee for the redemption of any pecuniary ob- 
ligation. But here the case is very different. ‘This 
preposition creates relations between the States 
and tbe Federal Government, not very dissimilar 
to those which existed under the old articles of 
Confederation. A principal inducement for abo- 
lishing the eld Confederacy, was because requisi- 
tions for money, (even for so sericus a considera- 
tion as the payment of the Revolutionary debt,) 
made by Congress upon the States, were not re- 
garded. The failure of a single debtor State to 
mect engagements imposed by this measure, would 
produce dissatisfaction, and justify a like remissness 
on the part of others. In every aspect of the case, 
the relation of debtor and creditor between the 
States and this Government: is to be deprecated; 
but when that relation is relied upon to supply a 
considerable portion cf our current revenue, it can 
result only in disaster:and disappointment, until the 


sense of obligation shall ultimately be broken. But 
one experiment of the kind has been made since 
the era of our Constitution, and that was in the act 
of 1836, depositing forty millions of our surplus 
revenues with the States. From the moment that 
this act. was passed, and “in contravention of its 
very terms, the sense of the natien has pronounced 
it a distribution, and not a deposite act. That. 
fund (or rather so much of it as was deposited), 
has ceased to belong to the resources of the Fede- 
ral Government; and he who would treat it as such, 
subjects himself to the just animadversion of every 
practical man, : 

But if, for any purpose, and particularly for re- 
venue purposes, it is unwise.and hazardous to in- 
volve the States in a condition of indebtedness to 
the Union, how is the argument strengthened, and 
the danger increased, when the. consideration of 
that indebtedness is the price of their own domain ! 
Some of the States have already asserted that the 
proprietary interest of this Governmentin these 
lands, and the authority necessarily assumed in 
consequence thereof, isin derogation of the rights 
and sovereignty of the States. Such doctrineshave 
been held, I believe, at least in Alabama and Mis- 
souri, They have been advocated by prominent 
members, both upon this floor and in the other 
branch cf Congress. Ican regard this amendment 
inno other light than as an entering wedge for the 
surrender of all the public domain to the States 
where it lies. What, sir, are the principles of the 
contemplated cession? Not, surely, the employ- 
ment of the States as agents merely of this Go-.. 
vernmeat for the sale of the lands, but a transfer to 
them in their own right, by virtue ofa contract of 
purchase. ft was so treated by the Committee on 
Public Lands at the last session, who were friendly 
to the measure. The amendment ex vi termini re- 
cogtises a certain right on the part of the States to 
control these lands, at least so strong an equity as 
to render it improper in this Government further to 
direct their management. How long will it be, af- 
ter a cession made under such motives and im- 
pulses, until the Slates, habituated to regard these 
lands in the first instance as their own, shall forget 
the secondary obligation of yielding sixty-five. per 
cent. of their proceeds to the general Treasury? By 
this act you weaken, nay, almost destroy, the sanc- 
tion of tre old deeds of cession from the original 
States, which now cannot be violated without con- 
vulsien, and tempt the States to forget a contract 
which, after the lapse of a little time, shall seem to 
carry with it no moral obligation. I sum up all, 
when I say that the success of this measure is the 
loss of the lands. 

I forbear to treat of the objection which other 
Senators have handled, of the great inequality of 
this plan among the several States to which the 
cession is to be made, further than to quote a pas- 
sage upon that subject from the report of a com- 
mittee in the Indiana Legislature, made in Febru- 
ary last. They say: i 

“Besidesthe objections that will be made to this measure by 
the old States, its gross inequality cannot make it generally ac- 
ceptable to the new States. The portion allotted to Indiana 
would be double that of Ohio. Ilinois would in like manner 
quadruple Indiana, Missouri, Arkansas, and Michigan like- 
wise. The result would be, that those States are to have the 
least benetit who have borne the heat and burden of the day. 
The settlement of Michigan, Hlinois, Missouri, Arkansas, Mis- 
sissippi, and Louisiana, has been comparatively easy to that of 
Ohio and Indiana, They have endured no devastating wars, 
their homes have not been pillaged and destroyed, and their citi- 
zens massacred as ours have been; nor have they paid into the 
national coffers any thing like the sumsof money that Ohio and 
Indiana have done; therefore this measure of Mr. Catuoun’s, 
so unequal in all its bearings, cannot be acceptable, especially to 
Indiana.” ` 

To thisI will only add, that itis impossible so 
unequal a system can endure, and in its destruc- 
tion itis inevitable that the States will stand by the 
deeds you have given them, stripped of all condi- 
tion. Insuch a dilemma, of but little avail will 
be the defeasance in your deed, or your reversion- 
ary interest, eu 

The committee of this body on the publie lands 
of the last session, did not attempt a vindication of 
this measure vpon any groundof economy or right, 
but base their recommendation upon the equity die 
to the new States, and upon the impracticability of 
the subject as a topie of Federal legislation; and, as 
if doubting the. validity ‘of their own argument, 
they attempt to lessen the importance of ‘the matter 
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by ‘disparaging the fund deemed to be availabie out 
of: the public ‘domain. I shall not attempt to fol- 
low the: committee ihrough the intricate process of 
reasoning; by which they endeavor to show that 
the present value of all the unsold lands in the nine 
States upon which this amendment would cperate, 
(beig one hundred and sixty millions of acies,) 
amounts only to the sum of twenty-six millions, 
four hundred thousand dollars, or abcut seventeen 
cents per acre, although it would be difficult to 
assent to such an estimate. The committee, to de- 
termine the extent of the subject, should have locked 
at that boundless territory which lies west of 
the States immediately named in the amendment, 
and which will claim its benefits the moment they 
are admitted into the Cenfederacy. It is idle 
to suppose that their caim can be resisted; 
nor do I imagine that the advceates of this plan 
contemplate any other result. The consequence is 
that Iowa or any of the Territories coming into the 
Union with 60,000 inhabitants will claim an imme- 
diate cession of their lands. The average area of 
the Western States is 30,000,000 acres; this, di- 
vided among 60,000 ichabitants, would be 500 acres 
to each person, end to each family of six persons 
three thousand acres. Thirty-five per cent. of th's 
(their {proper interest) would give to cach such 
family ten hundred and fifty acres. What an ap- 
peal to the cupidity of cur Territorial inhabitants! 
What clamorous demands will it beget on the part 
of the Territories fer premature admission into the 
Union! What conflicts with your authority! How 
will the gift turn to poison in their cup and corrupt 
the legislation of the infant States! Ir there can be 
an appliance to tempt the population from the old 
States into the Territories, the wit of man could 
not devise a more effectual one than this. 


Bat, sir, it will give rise to other and unusual 
difficulties. The Federal Government will be 
backward to extinguish the Indian title within the 
Territories, when the benefit is to enure to the 
people of those Territories, so soon as they are or- 
ganized into States. The uniform policy of the 
Government has been to extinguish these titles as 
fast as practicable; but now that the neighboring 
settlement have rendered Indian lands more valn- 
able, there will be a constant struggle betweeen the 
Territories and the Metropolitan Government, 
which shall avoid the costly sacrifice. It has been 
the boast of our institutions, that amidst the jarring 
interests of States, the Government has always pre- 
served the most paternal relation towards its pro- 
vincial' appendages, the Territories. Let the plan 
of cession succeed, and this relation will be broken 
up, and in its place wiil be substituted the most 
cold and bitter rivalry. One of the States named 
in the amendment (Michigan) kas, remaining with- 
in her limits, about eight millions of acres of In- 
dian lands. 
perior, and are of little value. You had not many 
thanks from Michigan when you gave her thece 
lands in lieu of those valuable possessions on the 
Maumee bay, and her gratitude will scarcely be 
increased when you require her to pay out ot her 
own coffers for the extinction of the Indian title. 

I cannot omit, before concluding my remarks 
upon this topic, to inquire what would te the con- 
dition of Indiana if this cession were accepied. 
Evidently ene of positive loss. There are remain- 
ing within the limits of Indiana, including that 
part of the Miami Reserve, not yet purchased, un- 
sold lands amounting to 5,706,508 acres. From 
this, deduct the sixteenth sections reserved for 
school purposes, and the canal lands, (inal about 


These lands lie adjacent to Lake Su- | 


651,000 acres,) and there remain 5,055,508 acres. | 


A large part of this. is refuse land, which. has been 
in market from twenty to thirty years. The whole 
cannot be estimated. at more than. seventy-five 
cenis per acte, making a sum of 3,791,631 dollars. 
Thirty-five per cent. on this amount, is 1,329,070 
dollars, which is the gross sum to be retained by 
the State. Against this sum we have to cet off ihe 
following amoun's. i 

Gross amount due the Miamies and Pottawata- 


mies by existing treaties, =~ > = . $255,544 

Perpetual annuities under those treaties, 
$38,070, equal at 5 percent. toa `- 
capital sum of . ~ ” 761,400 


Three per cent. fund on nett amount of 


$3,602,050, is - - - 108,061 
Estimate for extinguishing the residue 

of the Miami titie - . - 550,000 | 
Estimate, (by Commissioner of Indian ` 

Affairs,) for expenses of emigration 

of the Miamies, ~ - - 55,000 
Estimaie for their subsistence one year, 36,666 
Five per cent. estimated expenses of 

survey and sale, is - - - 189,581 

$1,956,252 


Estimate by topographical bureau for 
completing the Cumberland road in 
Indiana, - 3,144 250 


$5,100,502 


G = - 


Total, 


So that the State of Indiana, without including 
the Cumberiand road, would be loser by the pro- 
posed cession six bundred and twenty-nine tbon- 
sand one hundred and eighty-two dollars; and, with 
the loss of the Cumberland road, three milliuns 
seven hundred and seventy-three thousand feur 
hundred and thirty-two dollars. The Commitee 
on the Peblic Lands, in recommending tbis mea- 
sure, expressly say that “their report has been 
drawn up on the supposition that expenditures in 
the new States by this Government for interra! 
improvements would cease should the bill pass,” in 
which they also include the annual appropriations 
for improving the navigation of the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi rivers. They eredit (by the operation of 
the bill) the Federal Government, and consequent- 
ly charge the nine States embraced in the bill, 
among other things, with the withdrawal from those 
States of the following appropriations: 

Grants and donations of land (except the six- 
teenth sections) - - -~ $7,017,540 
Improvements on the Mississippi and 

Ohio rivers and Cumberland read - 6 939,274 

Five per cent, fund to be surrendered 
- 10,214,262 


by the States - - 
_ $24 171,076 


This loss, it is true, they distribute through a pe- 
riod of eighty years, (the length of time computed 
to be necessary to dispose of the lands,) but the 
States interested in those improvemenis would 
hardly be willing to forego, at so critical a period 
of their affairs, almost the cnly hold which they 
have upon the pecuniary patronage of the Govern. 
ment. In every aspect in which it can be viewed, 
this plan of conditional cession is full of objections, 
not to be overcome. 

The amendment of the Senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. CRITTENDEN,] prop sing a distribution of the 
proceeds of the puble lands among the severs] 
States of the Union, is a renewal of a measure of- 
fered nine years ago by ancther distinguished Sena- 
tor from the same State, [Mr. Cuay,] which twice 
pas-ed this body and was concurred in by the pu- 
pular branch, by large majorities, but did not re- 
ceive the Execuuve approval. It was then a mea- 
sure of benefit and of frniiful hope—it is now re- 
medial. When we contemplate the present pecu- 
niary ecndirion of. the States, and contrast it with 
what itprobably would have been, had the distribu- 
tion bill become a law, acd when we review the 
substituted series of measares which for the’ last 
nine years have marke: the progress of the Govern- 
ment, and their influence upon the policy of the 
States, it Is impossible to suppress our regret at a 
loss which many years of wi-e legislation will now 
searcely stflice to restore. When the distribution 
bill of 1832 was negatived by the President, 
the States were involved in the most trivial 
amoust of debt. At the present time, the 
President estimates the annual interest upon their 
deb:s to be twelve milliens of dollars, which, at six 
per cent. makes a principal debt of two hundred 
millions. Itisrasy to trace this ruinous corditicn 
ot the States to lis primary causes, mes! prominent 
among which stands the defeat of the distribution 
pill. Atthat-time, your Treasury, from an abun- 
dant commerce, (the fruit cf an antecedent wise 
‘administration of the Government.) was redan- 


dant, and your revenues outran the necessities of - 


‘ 


the Government, Instead of withdrawing this ex: 
cecs from our exchequer (which would have been 
effected by giving the proceeds of the lands to the 
States) the whole of our revenues were removed 
from their accustomed depositary, the Bank of- the 
United States, and placed in the local banks.’ ‘In- 
structed by the Secretary of the Treasury, these 
banks immediately increased their discounts to an 
unparalieled extent, and flooded the country with: 
currency. Sudd-nly a wild and inforiate spirit of 
speculation overran the land. Individuals: and 
States were hurried by an irresistible impulse into 
the most extravagant enterprises, the sequel’ of 
which, on the part of the States; is found in the 
tale of two hundred millions of debt. ; 
Meanwhile our custom houses continned to pour 
their flood of revenue into the national coffers, un- 
ulin 1836 a surplus of more than ‘forty millions 
had accumulated. As a measure of the highest 
necessity, this surplus was, by an act of that date, 
directed to be deposited with the States, the true 
effect of which was a distribution tò the States of 
tse amount paid under the act, about twenty-nine 
millicns. Unfortunately, for want of a supposed 
competency in Congress to do so, no specific appli- 
cation of this fund was directed. Some of the 
States invested their portion‘of the fund for various 
purposes; others divided the principal sum per capita 
amcng their people; but the general effect of the 
uncontrolled possession cf the money was to induce 
new undertakings by the States, and an increased 
accumulation of liability. Their resources being 
thus squand:red and exhausted, it was impossible 
that either the States or the banks could long sus- 
tain themselves in such a career, and the revulsion 
has come with which we are all too familiar to re- 
quire arecital of it. os l 
Having looked at this uninviting picture, let us 
for a momentimagine what would have been our 
condition if the distribution bill of 22 had passed. 


Having withdrawn from cur current revenues so` 


a 


rauch as proceeded from the lands, the deposi.¢ 
banks would have held no excess. The daily 
drafts of the Treasury would have employed ail 
our funds, and the banks could not have enlargéd’ 
their discounts beyond the ordinary wants of ¢om- 
merce. That rash spirit of individual adventure, 
which, combined in masses, controlled and directed: 
the legislative councils of the country to the same. 
ends, would not have been aroused. The moneys 
received by the States from the lands were directed 
oyge bill to specific objects. These were to pur- 
poses of internal iwprovement or the payment of 
deb‘s contracted therefor; of education, and of ihe 
colenization of free blacks. This stimulated by 
no exe ting influences, and thus prudentially check- 
ed, what monumen’s would not the States already 
have built in aid of commerce, what prouder monu- 
men's is aid of science and of intellect, unburden- 
ei with debt, and endowed with means and capa- 
biliies for progressive ach'evements in these great 
objecis of patriotism and benevolence through an 
untold series of years ! 

By a report froin the Secretary of the Treasury, 
mad* in 1838, it appears that if the land bill of 
1832 had passed, the Siates would have received, 
ap to the 30th of September of that yeer, the sam 
of. $57,227,230. OF this the share ef Obio would 
have been $4,557,932; of Indiana, $2 616,744; of 
Ilinois, $1,797,554, of Alabama, $1,965,934; and 
of New York, $8,190,102. These would hive been 
the sums of meney received by those Siates, in gd- 
dition to the two per cent. fund accruing to the new 
States, and to the expenses incidentto the sales’ of 
the Jand. In addition to this, Indiana would hate 
received 115 000 acres of Jand to make her equal 
with former granis to Ohio, and the other new 
States the:r proper proportions to reach ‘he same 
equality, lf the author of the lend bill of 1832 
deserves what posterity will award him—perpetual 
remembrance from his country—what must we say 
of those administrators of oar affairs who bave en- 
ta:led upon ns that counter policy to which we tave 
adverted, and the fruits of which are now like wa- 
ters of bitterness in our mouths! 

Bat gentlemen say that this distribution is uncon- 
stitutionaland in violauion of the deeds of cession 
from the original States. ; x 

In opposition to this view, I shall not not detain 
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Senale to: ‘recapitulate atany length an argu- 


ment: which has been so ably maintained, and isso - 


familiar to the country. -As to that portion of our 
territory: ceded by the old States, it cannot be denied 
that Congress holds.it. m trust, in. trust for all the 
Slates, old-and new, and not. for the people of-the 


Stater.. In this respect the proceeds of. the land 


are. different from ordinary revenues which are col- 
lected from the people, and for their benefit, and not 
for the use of ihe States. The States are then part- 

sin this great land fund, and Congréss the trustee, 
y snoprincipjeinlaw-orethics which preventsa 
a trustee from surrendering at pleasure a trast; and 


“into whese hands can he make the surrender but 


i 


those of: the cestui que trust, the beneficiary of the 
trast? And here this argument ends; and conclu- 
sively... For if, according to the very terms of the 
deeds of cession, this be a trust for the use of the 
States, it must of necessity bein their several and 
corpora‘e cipacity. The contrary idea cannot be 
found in our system. It was the States who sur- 
rendered to the Federal Government all the powers 


: contained in our Constitution—the most of these 


powers in their exercise operate upon the people cf 
the United States, and the duties of the Govern- 
Ment enure to their benefit; but here is an excep- 
tion in the very terms of the charter. I cannot, 
under our Constitution, conceive the idea which has 
been expressed by the learned Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Cataoun,] of States in their ag- 
giegate capacity; I canin their Federal capacity; 
atd'if in this capacity they were intended to hold 


«their interest in the lands, the deeds would have ex- 


ressed the tenure to be for the benefitofthe “United 

tates” and not “for the usè and benefit of such of 
of the United States as have become, and shall be- 
come. members of the Confederation or Federal 
alliance of tbe said States, Virginia inclusive, ac- 
eording to their usual respective proportions,” &c, 

` ‘Then came the Constitution providing that “the 
Congress shall have power to dispose of and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the ter- 
ritory or other property belonging to the United 
States,” operat.ng without qualification or condition 
upon territory subsequently acquired; and upon the 


lands previously acquired, subject to the trusts 


contained in the deed of cession.. No proprietor 
ean be vested with a more absolute mastery over 
his own estate; and the only limit to the powers of 
the national Legislature in this respect, is that con- 
sclentious obligation which binds it, in the perform- 
ance of all its duties, to consult the welfare ofthe 
people and the States. 

Many powers have been exercised by Congress 
which the Constitution has not delegated in terms 
For example, Congress have made inves'ments in 
State stocks—they have remitted duties to railroad 
companies and other associations, to supply which 


-otheérclasses must be taxed—they have given five 


percent, of the lands to the new States, and grants 
of land-—they have granted pensions and bounties 
to individuals—they have purchased territory be- 
youd the limits of the treaty of 1783, and formed 
out.of it confederate States; and they have made 
scientific explorations. Not one of these but is of 
more equivocal authority than the cession of the 
proceeds of the lands to all the States. 

The Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] is in- 
dignant at a proposition which he says is to with- 
draw four millions of annual revenue to be sup- 
plied by additional duties upen imports. If itbe 
such an outrage to diveitthis four millions, (the 


‘annual proceeds of the lands,) from our exchequer, 


into. the treasuries of the several Siates, how much 
more severely do we wound the Constitution if we 
annihilate these proceeds altogether, and dry up 


‘this.source of revenue? And yet, sir, the late Pre- 
‘sident. has wade this very recommendation. | In 


“annual message of Decemter, 1832, General 


Jackson says: “It seems to me to be cur true policy 


Vth 


public lands shall cease as soon as practi- 
bé à source of revenue,” and he proceeds 
J commend such a di pesition of them as shall 
barely reimburse expenses. This was the very 
session after the land bill had been first introduced, 
and had passed this body; and yet the Senator from 
Misiouri now condemns it as_an affirmance of the 
very principle sustained by General Jackson. 
For myself, sir, I subseribe to the dosirine. that 
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the lands ought not to be a source of ordinary Fe- | 


deral revenue. In their management, so many 
questions of. State policy, of jarring interests, and 
of patriotic accommodation are mingled, that they 
furnish too uncertain a reliance; and the compe- 
teney of thisGovernment to realize from imposts 
all that is necessary for its economical administra- 
tion, blended with high interests so immediately 
connected with the system of impost duties, plainly 
indicate another and a better direction for the land 
fand. : 

That direction, sir, is given in the amendment 
under consideration, and it is demanded by a force 
and demonstration of authority which the people 
have rarely exerted upon their legislative func- 
tioneries. We cannot, if we would, shut our eyes 
to the condition of the States., Laboring. under 
mountains of debt, I will aot say that the burden 
of interest will, ia a year or two, become insup- 
portable, and that their faith will be dishonored, 
b:cause I believe they will sustain their honor at 
any sacrifice. My own State ({ndiana) is largely 
a debtor State, but during the suspension of 1837 
she was one of only two States, I believe, in the 
Union, who met her engagements in specie; and 
she will continue to do so. Buta few days ago I 
saw a notice from her Fund Commissioner, of his 
readiness to pay her present January instalment of 
interest. 

[Here Mr. Cray of Kentucky inquired whether 
the State of Indiana had resorted to new loans for 
the payment of interest. } 

Mr. Wire proceeded. Indiana has not piled 
Pelion upon Ossa. She may, for the time, have 
appropriated some domestic funds for that purpose, 
and has been aided by her bank. 

But what will be the condition of the States when 
their vast amount of principal falls due from 1845 
to 1865! A worse blight cannot fall upon the 
prosperity of the States than a large and perma- 
nent debt. Oar policy in that respect is essentially 
diferent from that of England. We could not 
survive such a debt as the British nation owes to its 
own subjects. The debt of Great Britain is equiva- 
lent, for the purposes -of sustaining population, to 
an enlargement of ber empire. Men live upon 
stocks there as they live upon land here. It is the 
garnered and the hoarded wealth of ages deposited 
with the Government, and the income of the own- 
ers is guarantied by the industry of her millions of 
artificers, whose laboratories are the workshops of 
the world, and by the taxes which she draws from 
the commerce of all nations. In this country, ca- 
pitz l finds other and better employment in the im- 
proyement of the land. While England was an 
agricallural country, she had no public debt. Af- 
ter the balance of power had been adjusted in Eu- 
rope, and the commercial era commenced, the Bri- 
tish debt was contracted. Expensive wars and the 
establishment of a colonial system have been ne- 
cessary to maintain that commerce, and her debt 
has be:n rapidly accumulating. So soon as she 
shall have established her commerce.beyond the 
competition of the world, there will be an end of 
her debt. Until our territory becomes too thickly 
populated to sustain the inhabitaats, a public debt 
will prove a national cajamity. 

Now, sir, it isin the power of this Government, 
without in the least impoverishing itself or tran- 
ssending ifs proper sphere of action, to allot this 
rich domain of a thousand millions of acres to the 
States, and thus to relieve our people from intermi- 
nable and hereditary taxes. Shall we abuse, by 
vile inaction, this capacity to do good, and incur 
the execration of our constituents? Is this confe- 
derated Government a mere machine to run in an 
eadless circle of inanity? Are we forever to be set- 
ting first principles which, like the blighted flowers 
ot early spring, shall yield no fruit? Hes the Con- 
stitution no vitality, and is our theory of govern- 
ment a mere absiraction? In ordinary times, sir, 


we may sit here in cold deliberation, holding to the’ 


people the doc'rine “ihat they expect too much 
from the Government,” and escape under that ge- 
nerous forbearance which accompanies a. state of 
prosperity; but in. such an exigency as. the present, 
other and sterner duties invite us to action. Salus 
populi suprema. lex, and let him abide the conse- 
quences who will not come to the rescue. What is 
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our Union, when the States are ruined—our Confe- 
deration, when its links are broken? Strike cut 
the stars from our national banner, and it is no- 
thing but a piece of bunting. Sr, the distribution 
policy wi'l control the next Presidential election. 
No, I mistake. Before that time, under different 
counsels, and another Administration, this measure 
of safety and of beneficence. will have passed; the 
flag of the Union will no longer prove a barren 
sceptre, and the triumphs of the Constitution will 
have been proclaimed. i 

Senators have chosen, in the progress of this de- 
bate, to deride the principles upoa which that Ad- 
ministration has bsen brought into power. They 
mistake the type for the event, and suppose that a 
phrenzied majority will erect a Jog cabin upon th 
ruins of the Capıtol. We rejoice, not, sir, that the 
log cabin bas been brought to Washington, but 
that power has been transferred to the log cabin— 
that the Capitol has been removed to the country— 
that tbe people have exercised that residuary sove- 
reignty which was always their own, and which 
heretofore has been suffered only to sleep—that, 
however the “‘divine righ.” of rule may instal itself 
in the Tuilleries, in Buckingham Palace, or in the 
Kremlin, in this coantry its appropriate resideace is 
in the thatched cottage of the American . citizen. 
Let gentlemen cavil at the watchwords of freemen ! 
“Tippecanoe” is now another name for liberty, and 
henceforward, in every struggle for human rights, 
and every contest between the ruler and the ruled, 
to the hopes of the patriot deliverance shall come 
from the wilderness, and the star of the West is the 
sign by which he shall conquer. 

Montesquieu says that “the fine system `of Bri- 
tish Government was invented in the woods.” 
For the first time in our history, the territory North 
west of the Ohio river has given a President. to 
the Union—one connected with all the labors, with 
all the experience, with all the glories of oyr mighty 
provincial settlements, It would be strange if, 
under his administration, that social and political 
development, which he so happily began in the val- 
ley of the Mississippi should not be urged onward 
until that great region has reached the destiny for 
which the Almighty designed it—part and parcel 
with the Atlantic States of one great confederated 
em pire—borrowing from the old “Thirteen” the 
glories of the Revolutionary era, the last gieat 
drama of which wasacied West of the mountains, 
and imparting to the mother States, through every 
vicissitude of their future history, that viger and 
purity which we trust shall forever reside in the 
peaceful agricultural valleys of the West. 


SPEECH OF MR. BENTON, 
4 OF MISSOURI, i 
In Senate, Thursday, January 22, 1841—In ‘reply to 
Mr. Wepsten’s remarks on the Pre-emption bil’. 

Mr. BENTON said he had listened attentively 
to the argument of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Wester] in favor of the constitutional 
power of Congress to pass the land revenue distri- 
bution bilf, now so unseasonably, and so perse- 
veringly pressed upon the attention of the Senate. 
He had listened to 11 attentively; and in hearing all 
the argument which that Senator had delivered, 
condensed, and concentrated as it was, he believed 
he had heard all that could be said on that point. 
It was the sum and substance of all that he had 
heard before, either in this chamber, or out of it. 
And what. was it? Nothing more nor less than a 
reference of our power to the deeds of cession, 
and -a derivation of our whole right to make this 
distribution, from the terms and conditions of these 
deeds. He does not pretend to derive a particle of 
power to pass this bill except from those deeds-—~ 
he refers to nothing else. Now, sir, what are the 
deeds, aud whatis the bill? What does cnegrant, 
and the other cover? The deeds are limited to the 
original boundaries of the United States—the Mis- 
sissippi on the west, and the parallel of 31-déegrees 
on the south; the bill extends to the-Pacific ocean 
west and tothe Gulf of Mexico south! Such is the 
difference—the wide difference—between them. If 
the argument of the Senator .from: Massachuset's 
was valid as faras it went, (which in fact it is 
not,) it would not answer his purpose; it would 
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not cover the subject—it would not cover the 
bill—no more cover it than an inch square of 
carpet would cover the ample area of this cham- 
ber, The argument reaches no land but the 
fragments and refuse to be found in a few West- 

_ern States—ihe leavings after ten, twenty, thirty, 
and forty years of sales in Mississippi, Alabama, 
Ohio, Indiana, Rlinois, Michigan. ‘This is all that 
the argument reaches. The bill, on the contrary, 
extends to all Florida, as it stood with i's ancient 
limits, extending from the Atlantic to the Mis- 
sissippi; and it extends to all Louisiana, in its 
gteatest conceivable extent, stretching from the 
Mississippi to the Pacific ocean. Such is 
the difference between the argument and the 
bill—such the immeasurable distance between the 
argament and the subject. If the argument was 
good as far as it went—if the deeds of cession ac- 
tually conferred awhority to divide amoog the 
States the money received for the lands which they 
conveyed—still it would be worth nothing; for the 
bill is not limited to the money so received. It is 
not limited to ihe lands mentioned in the ce sion 
acts; and if it was, no one woul trouble himself 
about it. ‘The revenue to be received from those 
lands is too insignificant, too inconsiderable, too 
contemptible, to be. worth the treuble of distribu- 
tion. It is net to these fragments and leavings that 
the distribution party look. They look to the rich 
mine beyond the Mississippi—to the vast and fresh 
domain of the ancient Louisiana, spreading from 
the western bank of the Father of Floods to the 
summit of the Rocky Mountains, and thence to the 
shore of the Pacific. It is this to which the distri- 
bution party look—it is this to which their bill ex- 
tends; and having no title to this, not a word to say 
in favor of any right to touch if, the alternative 
szems to be to say nothing about it! to eschew the 
argument in. toto; to quote the deeds of cession, 
which have no relation to Florida or Louisiana; 
ani then reiy upon those deeds, and our ignorance, 
to pa's an argument which has no foundation! 
This seems to be she resource of the whole distri- 
bution party, both on this floor and elsewhere, and 
the Senator from Massachusetts has not been able 
to add an iota to what we have heard before. 

Mr. B. said that he intended to bring this argu- 
ment to a practical testata preper time—at the 
time when the details of the distribution bill sball 
be under consideraticn, He should then move to 
limit the distribution to the lands ceded by the 
States; and if that proposition prevailed, there 
would be an end of the matter; for there would be 
nothing to divide, and no one would care to press 
the matter. In using the word ee-sicn, in speak- 
ing of the cession acts, and cession deeds, Mr. B. 
said, that he by no means admitted that any lavd 
had been ceded, or conveyed by those acts to the 
Federal Government. They ceded nothing but a 
right of purchase from the Indians, and every acre 
of this land which had come into the pcssession of 
the Federal Government, came by purchase from 
the Indians—came by Indian treaties, and not by 
State deeds—by paying money for them, and not 
by gratuitous donation. 

_ Mr. B. said, that another argument, not of con- 
stitutionality, or even expediency, but of pity, 
was brought to bear in fave rof this policy. It was 
the distress of the States! The States were said 
to be in debt—to be in distress—to need relief; and 
tke Federal Government is called upon to give it, 
This was new and alarming doctrine to him; it 
was new and portentous; and wholly foreign to 
the objects of the Union, and big with fatal results, 
either to the States themselves, or to the Federal 
Government. From temporary relief, either the 
Federal Government must goon to grant perma- 
nent supplies, and thus become the master of the 
States; or the States, from humble petitioners, must 
become euthorilative claimants; must eventually 
demand as a right what they asked as a favor, and 
end with mastering the Feteral Government by 
stripping it cf all its supplies. Consolidation of the 
States ison one band; the dissolution of the Union 
is en the other. No one can foresee which danger 
is to prevail; but all can foresee that the equili- 
bribm between the States and the Federal Govern- 
ment is destroyed from the moment that they have 
a common Treasury—from the moment they look j 


to the same chest—and either party, no matter 
whick, holds the keys of that chest. From that 
moment the equilibrium established by our Consti- 
tution is destroyed, and one of the parties must be- 
come the master of the other, __ : 

Mr. President, continued Mr. B. I deprecate this 
scene—this apparition of the States at the bar of 
the Federal Government, in the character of dis- 
tressed petitioners, praying for relief. I regtet to 
see it. Iwas bred in the political schcol. of Na- 
thaniel Macon, of John Randolph, and of other 
fathers of the Republic, wko were stili on the stage 
of action when.I entered upon it twenty years ago; 
and from them I learnt that if the Federal Govern- 
ment avoided debt, coatented itself with light taxes, 
preserved peace abroad, and kept open the channels 
of commerce, it was doing its part, and the 
States and the people would do the rest. This is 
what I was accustomed to hear from these patriots 
and sages; and, tried by these priaciples, how s'ands 
the question of misgovernment or misrule between 
the States and the Federal Government? How 
stands this question? Certainly more honorabie to 
the Government than ever stood such a question 
between a Government and a people. In point of 
debt, there is nothing—nothing in the shape or form 
of national debt; for a few millions of outstanding 
Treasury notes, to be paid as due out of current 
revenue, can form no exception to the proud decla- 
tion that we have no national debt. In poist cf 
federal taxes, we may be said to be almost free 
from them. Nota particle of direct, or internal 
tax, exists by a law cf the Federal Government. 
The duties on imported goods, since the extinction 
of the late national debt, have gone down to alight 
and moderate amount. But few artic'es are now 
taxed high; the one-half are not taxed at all! Yes, 
the one-half of the whcle of our foreign imports 
are now free of duty~-an advantage which no 
other nation on earth possesses, and which we only 
have enjoyed since the glorious administra'ion of 
General Jackson. As to peace, we have it with all 
the world. Our temple of Janus is shut; fer all the 
nations of the earth are at peace with our coun- 
try, and freedom of intercourse existing between 
them. Commerce was never more safe—was 
never so extended as.itis at present. Not ony all 
the old channels of trade are open, but many new 
ones have been explored. Our enterprising mer- 
chants now go in safety to places whose very names 
were unknown to their fathcrs—to the antipcdes, 
and to the poles-—and no doubt at this instant, 
while I stand here speaking, there are American 
merchants en the opposite side of our world, sepa- 
ra‘ed from us by the entire diameter of this globe, 
and all pursuing their remote trade in safety, free- 
dom, and peace. Thus stands the question of mis- 
government and misrule between the Federal Gc- 
vernment and the States. It has done its part, and 
nobly done its. part by them—freed them froma 
national debt—touched them lightly with taxes— 
preserved peace for them abroad—kept open all 
the channels of commerce, and given to every citi- 
zen, at home and abroad, a clear stage and fair 
play for the exercise of his talent and the parsuit of 
his business. This is fulfilling the object of its 
creation, doing what it was created to do, accord 
ing to the doctrines of the school in which I was 
bred, Togo beyond this—to become the patron of 
the States, their treasurer, or their almoner—to un- 
dertake to relieve their distre-ses by doling out mo- 
ney to them from the general coffers—to de this, is 
to do an act for which the Federal Government 
was never created, and which cannot be cor- 
menced without being continued, and leading to 
conseqnene:s fatal to the independence of one cf 
the parties. i 

No, sir, the Federal Government has done its 
part—has dope ail that it ought to do for the pres- 
perity of the States, except in one particuiar; and 
that is in nct having subducd the revelt of the poli- 
tical and insolvent pait of the banks. Tn the month 
of May, 1837—-two months after Mr. Van Baren’s 
administration commenced- the banks stepped pay- 
ment; and, leaving out the large deposite banks 
which were forced into the measure ty the distri- 
bution process, and the weaker banks which cou'd 
pot resist a general movemenl; leaving out these, 
and the suspension of 1837 was a revolt against the 


__ Senate. 
Democratic Administration, and he resait of.a con- 
spiracy as regularly centtived as any. conspiracy 
has been since the days of Catiline, Tis conspi- 
racy was batched in the Bank of the United States, 
and headed by its managers and its political confe- 
derates. Public opinion, and the conduet of the New 
York banks, prevented the permanent insurrection 
which was intended—drove.the insurgent institu- 
lions into temporary: submission to the laws, to be 
followed in 1839 by another revolt which con» 
tinued, as the first was des‘gned to continue, until 
the Presidential election was over. The Federal 
Government did not put down these revolts; it did 
not reduce these insurgent corporations to subordi- 
nation to the laws. In that, and in that only, has 
it failed in its duty to the States.. But where was 
the failure? Not in the Federal head—not in.the 
representative of the Union—not in the President, 
Mr. Van Buren discharged his duty—nobly—pa- 
tjotically—-wisely—-firmly-——-courageously,  dis- 
charged it. He recommended the remedy; the 
constitutional, the adequate, the prompt remedy: he 
recommended the application of a bankrupt law. 
to bankrupt banks; and if it had been applied 
when recommended, the second suspension would 
not have occurred. The Bank of the United States 
would bave been wound up in 1839; and the dic- 
tress and derangement of business, so injurious to 
the country, and so beneficial to the bank party 
during the election of 1840, would have been-pre- 
vented. The Federal Executive recommended this 
only measure which was wanting to the publie 
prosperity; Congress refused to pass it; and thus, 
the only failure of the Government to do its duty 
was occasioned by the representatives of the States 
themselves, 

Mr. B. deprecated the temper of the times, and 
the general disposition which now existed to look 
to the Federal Government for relief from distress, 
and for favors and privileges of every kind. This 
spirit began to be engendered above twenty years 
ago, when protective tariffs, pension lists,.a Na- 
tional Bank, internal improvements, and so many 
schemes to employ persons, and to. expend money, 
occupied the debates and the legislation of Còn- 
gress. People were seduced from their proper pur- 
suits, and as good as called upon te come to the 
Federal Government for office, for money, for spe~- 
cial legislation, for contracts, and for jobs and fa- 
vors which were to enable them to live and enrich 
themselves without labor er economy. This spirit, 
begun then under the stimulus and the action of 
Congressicnal debate and legislation, bas been go- 
ing on ever since, until it pervades and absorbs the 
community. First individuals, then classes, now 
States. Congress is importuned now: by more 
than 10,000 claims oa our files, some of them re- 
jected for twenty, thirty; forty years; but still 
pressed upon us, and expected to be passed by dint 
of importanify. Forty thousand pensioners still 
swell cur pensicn list. Armies of men, even young 
men, boys with down on their chins, come 
come here for office. . Petitions for protective du- 
lies are coming iv, Individuals of all ages and 
sexes, and classes of all kinds except the Jaborer 
and the farmer, come here for special legislation. 
We have seen all this, and now, portentously ris- 
ing above all the resi, and with power to command 
what they ask, appear the Statics! The indebted 
States are now appearing at our bar—coming here 
for relief—for money from the gencral coffers ‘to 
pay their individual debts. They have had twenty- 
seven millions from the Federal Treasury. It was 
a fatal gifi—scarcely touched before it was gone, 
and the incentive todemand. more. They now-ask 
for a limied land distribution bill. They wi'l take 
it in defiance ef the Constituvon and across its 
grave. Socn an unlimited land distribution bill 
wiil be demanded; and, if the golden eggs are lail 
tco slowiy, then kill the gcose! divide all the lands 
at oner; and when they are gone, have reconrse to 
the custom house; when thatis emptied, tbe credit 
and the securityship of the Federal Government 
must come-into requisition. There is no sule to go 
by, nor-any barriers to arrest the onward course. 
The barrier of ‘the Constitution being prestrated in 
the passage of the first land distribution act; there 
is an end to further resistance. ; 

Mr. B. inveighed earnestly against the thirst for 
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éffice and’ for spoil, which wae spreading and ex- 
tending in our country, and giving to our party 
contests a- savage and ferocious character. He 
‘attributed the bitterness of our election contests, in 
a great degree, to the personal in‘erest which so 
many: took in them. Office—money—special legis- 
lation—privileges and monopolies—weie the pur- 
suit of myriads, and the exciting cause’ of their 
-zeal and fury in elections. The public good re- 
‘quired this spirit to be checked; it required the pub- 
lie mind to be turned ina different direction—to 
selfexertion—to the pursuits of industry, and the 


practice of economy—and made to fiad in these- 


resources the true road to independence of mind 
and character as well as to independence of fortune. 
Too much had been done by Congress to give the 
public mind the wrong direction—to bring indivi- 
duals, classes, and coporations, to the Federal Go- 
vernment for support and relief. Too much of 
this work has been done already; and if the States 
are now to be added tothe list, and are to come to 
“this same fountain of supply for relief from dis- 
tress, where is the end of such a perversion of all 
the objects of the confederation, but in the consoli- 
dation of the States, or the dissolution of the 
Union? 


SPEECH OF. MR. SHEPARD, 
OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
In the House of Representatives, December, 1840—~ 

On the motion of Mr. Gippincs, of Ohio, to re- 

onsider the “Navy Pension Bill.” 

; r. Seeager: Lam aware that the task which 
I, {have updertaken is an unpopular one; he, 
who endghvors to lop off patronage, will excite 
the hostility of those who rec: ive its benefits, and 
mht pect opposition from that party, whore 
A¢ctrige istostrengihen this Government by creat- 
ing dependence of particular classes and inte- 
rests. But having been placed on the Committee 
of Naval Affairs, I must do what I consider proper, 
at the risk of incurring enmity, or I must be faith- 
less to the tfust, and inflict a wound on my cwn 
conscience. Without the slightest hesitation, the 
former course will be firmly taken. 

The motion to reconsider the bill, which passed 
this Houso two days ago, is advocated on several 
grounds. The member from Massachusetts [Mr. 
-Apams] thinks that my amendment, which became 
the 2d section of the bill, was out of order, and he 
has been pleased to insinuate that there was some- 
thing unfair or trieky in the proceeding. You will 
remember, sir, that I inguired of the Curate ‘if the 
amendment were in order. I didnot seize a sly 
opportunity to thrust it on the House, when my op- 
ponenis were absent, and the decision being favora- 
ble, | have the protection of your shield in differing 
trom the honorable gentleman. Fie is doabtiess 
well skilled 10 the law of Parlizment; ang when he 

occupied your seaton a celebrated cecasion, we 
were all charmed with the correctness of his opinions, 
as well as the digni/y of his conduct. But, sir, the 
2d section wes im order, because it related to the 
same subject as the Ist; heretofore naval pen- 
sions have been paid out of a specific fund, 
and now when we are asked to makea draft 
on the Treasury for that purpose, the natural 
inquiry is what has become of the money, set 
aside by Congress, forty years ago, to meet the just 
demands of gallant officers and sailors? The act of 
1837 has cestroyed that fund, and in a bill intended 
to supply the deficiency it is certainly proper to re- 
medy the evil, and to kill the insect which has 
eaten up the substance. Lf, however, we are wrong, 
it is too late to make this objection; it is a naked 
itgehnicality, not favore | by the rules of Parliament, 
wand sheuld be taken advantage of at the proper 
‘time, whilst a motion to reconsider ought not to 
prevail except on general merits. 
~ The member from Massachuretis also asseris 
that the amendment was hastily lstveduced, and 
_ adopted without due consideration. Who else is of 
this opinion? : Another gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Reap]. And who joins the worthy 
couple in this complaint? A third member from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Savronsratt.] Ifa youth‘ul 
tyro had asked for time to think, to consuli and ex- 
amine documents, it would not baye been sar- 


prising, but when “grave and reverend seniors” re- 
quest delay: in order to deliberate, one is tempted - 


to smile. These honorable gentlemen are ac- 
quainted with all the laws relating to this subject— 
with them the pension system is a bantling that at- 
tracts peculiar care—and if fifty years were allow- 
ed,a hundred more would be asked before they 
reached wkat I consider a just conclusion. But to 
propose the repeal of the act of 1837 isno new 
thing; if lam not mistaken, Mr. Dickerson and 
Mr. Paulding agree with me in opinion, and at the 
last session a bill passed the Senate, embracing a 
provision of this kind, but was smothered in this 
House under a mass of business. So that this sub- 
ject has attracted the attention of Congress for 
some time. 

How was the act of 37 passed? It was not 
discussed, the yeas and nays were not taken on its 
passage, no man is bold enough to claim its pater- 
nity, and it may be said with truth that it sneaked 
through this Hail quietly and unnoticed on the last 
night of the session. Where was the member 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams?] He is a sleep- 
less dragon over the Treasury, when a political op- 
ponent is to be assailed, and why did he not in °37 
cry against the hasty outrage that was about to be 
perpetrated? Where was the other gentleman 
from Massachueetts [Mr. Reen]? He was a mem- 
ber of the Committee of Naval Affairs, and ought 
to know something of this extraordinary measure. 

Tue honorable member states that a portion of 
the fund had been given to Mrs. Decatur by a spe- 
cial act, and therefore it was thought reasonable to 
invite other widows and orphans to partake of 
what bad been sacredly devoted to a different pur- 
pose. This is admirable legic, and might have pre- 
vailed with Congress, though the gentleman made 
no speech to this effect, nor did he object to haste 
on the night of the 31 March, 1837. It is there- 
fore wise and proper to make an irruption into the 
Treasury, when the sentinel is asleep, or when 
good humor and kindly feeling have banished sus- 
picion; but when the enormity is discovered, we 
are asked not to turn out the intruders with preci- 
pilation, but to act cautiously, to consult with each 
other, to debate, lest barm should come to the un- 
fortunate persons, who have exhibited so striking a 
fondness for other people’s property. Sir, this act 
was passed stealthily, and should be repeated with- 
out ceremony. 

The member from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] 
further stated that my amendment was in conflict 
with the original bill. The first section,quoth the gen- 
tleman, provides for the payment of pensions,and the 
second repeals the law which grants them—so that 
‘the bill is made up of inconsistent enactments. 
If the law of 1837 were the only one that gave 
pensions, the reasoning would be conclusive; but the 
honorable member forgot to mention that pensions 
were due under that of 1800 and perhaps others ; 
should the appropriation of the firstsection be more 
than sufficient to carry into effect the old laws of 
the country, the remainder will be safely kept in 
the Treasury as an unexpended balance. I hope 
that the patriotic anxiety of the gentleman will be 
relieved by this explanation. 

The same member proceeded to say that I had 
misstated the act of 1837, and thereby led honora- 
ble gentlemen into an error—he was also charitable 
enough to proclaim that I had not reada law which 
I wished to repeal. This is one of those random 
assertions, for which the distinguished member is 
remarkable, and to prove its gross injustice, I refer 
to the Intelligencer of this morning which contains 
toy remarks of Monday. That j-urnal repoits me 
to have said that the law of 1837 “provided that 
these naval pensions were to be paid, not to those 
who had suffered in the service and defence of the 
country, but to the widows and children of those 
who might, at any previous time, have died in the 
service, whether they bad suffered or not. And it 
also provided that, when pensicns were thus paid 
to invalids, or persons who had incurred disability, 
the pension should be reckoned back to the date of 


-the disability, as well as ferward from the date of 


the ect.” This is what I said then and what I now 

repeat: those who refer ‘to the act as published, 

will find it substantially, if not literally quoted. 
Mr. Speaker, I have been particular with these 


matters, in order to aveid the making of irrelevant 
issues. I wish the House to. decide this question 
according to its real merits, and, having cleared 
away the dust and smoke, that might have blinded 
our eyés, I shall endeavor to take a rapid view of 
the whole ground of controversy. aye? 

- In the year 1800 an act was passed for the “bet. 
ter government of the navy of the United States,” 
the’8ih and 9:h sections of which were as follows: 
“Every officer, seaman, and marine, disabled in the 
line of his duty, shall be entitled to receive, for life, 
or during his disability, a pension from the United 
States, according to the nature and degree of his dis- 
ability, not exceeding one-half his monthly pay,” 
and “all money accruing, er which has already 
accrued, 1o the United States from the sale of prizes, 
shall be and remain forever a fund for the payment 
of pensions and half-pay, should the same be here- 
after granted, to the officers and seamen who may 
be entitled to receive the same: and if the said fund 
shall be insufficient for the purpose, the public faith 
is he-eby pledged to make up the deficiency: but if 
it should be more than sufficient, the surplus shall 
be applied for the making of further provision for 
the comfort of the disabled officers, seamen and ma- 
rines, and for such as, though not disabled, may 
merit by their bravery, or long and faithful ser- 
vices, the gratitude of their country.” Thus in the 
pure days of the Government the corner-stone’ of 
the pension system was laid, a fund was established 
to accomplish the benevolent object, and the great 
principle was declared which should regulate its 
disposal. 

At that time the country was new and thinly set- 
tled; it presented to industry the most flattering re- 
wards, and it was difficult to draw our people from 
the walks of domestic life. Patriotism is a strong 
feeling, but cannot be relied on except under the 
pressure of circumstances; love of glory will stimu- 
late the most intellectual, but it has little influence 
over the great mass of mankind. It was, there- 
fore, wise in the Corgress of 1800, to hold out strong 
inducements to the ambitious and enterprising; they 
who serve the nation faithfu'ly; should be treated 
with distinction, and granted every comfort,“con- 
sistent with ourmeans and their own efficiency. 
And yet, sir, we may err on this side; the popular 
mind is apt to be dazzled by military display—if a 
mangoes into an Indian fight he is thought worthy 
of a seat on this floor, and if he ruus away and robs 
a fellow-soldier of his laurels, he is fit for the 
Presidency—so that there is no need of legislation 
to exalt the profession of arms. But this law was 
equally free from niggardliness and false senti- 
ment; it conferred no sinecures, whilst it encou- 
raged the navy to the gallant performance of its 
duty. If an “officer, seaman, or marine,” be *disa- 
bled in the line of his duty,” a pension is awarded 
to hina; injury received in the service is the title to 


‘public bounty, and if misfortune comes to the brave 


and zealous, it is in some degree alleviated by the 
country’s gratitude. The whole nation “approves 
of this policy. To turn adrift on the world those 
who have become unfit for other employment by 
their devotion tous, would be inexpedient as well 
as dishonorable; and, without regard to the finan- 
cial condition of the Government, Congress pro- 
vided means to cheer and sustain the unfortunate 
men who might suffer in defence of our flag. The 
United States gave up all claim to prizes which 
shoul] be made by vessels of war; half of the mo- 
ney accruing from this source belonged to the cap- 
tors, and the other half was to “be and remain 
forever a fund for the payment of pensions,” for 
“the making further provision for the comfort of 
disabled officers,” &c. or “such as, though not dis- 
abled, may merit by their bravery,” &c. You will 
observe, sir, that pensions were not promised to 
every body who came within sight of the ocean, 
or who might possess a commission from the Pre- 
sident, and that our faith was pledged to keep the 
prize money a sacred deposite for the use of those 
who were so particularly described. Such was the 
spirit of the act of 1800; an act that passed before 
selfishness and injustice predominated in our coun- 
cils. Let us now examine the laws which have 
been subsequently passed. In 1813, pensions tor 
five years, payable out of this fund, were granted 
fo “the widows, and, if no widows, to the children 
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under sixteen years old, of officers who shall be 
killed, or die- by reason of wounds received in the 
line of duty:” “This was the first departure from 
thé act of 1800; and, admitting the propriety of 
giving the public money to widows and children, 
whether the officer possessed extraordinary merit or 
not, aud without proof that the assistance of Go- 
vernment was needed, there can beno doubt that 
the promise of Congress was violated by thus 
using the navy pension fond. In 1814, the provi- 
sions of this last act were extended to the “widows 
and children of seamen and marines”—in 1816, 


pensions were granted to those who were wounded 


at Dartmoor prison,” or “the widows and childrea 
of such as were killed there.” Afterwards, at dif- 
ferent periods, the acts of 1813 and 1814 were re- 
newed, and in 1834a Jaw was passed granting 
pensions to the ‘widows of officers, seamen, and 
marines” who may die from “casualties, disease 
contracted, or injuries received in the line of duty,” 
and directing that the pension “shal com- 
mence from the p:ssage of the aci” though the 
husband may still be living, and receiving 
his regular pay. Thus inroads wery gradually 
made on the fund, and its original object was for- 
gotten; yet the interest was more than sufficient to meet 


these demands, and the principal amounted to up- ` 


‘wards of a million of dollars at the close of the 
year 1836. 

The law of 1837, which my amendment repeals, 
was then passed, and anew doctrine was slipped 
- into the statute-book; it gave pensions to the wi- 
dows, and, if no widows, to the children of officers, 
seamen, and marines, “whe have died or may here- 
after die in the naval service.” Hewever unjust 
and impolitic previous acts had been, they were not 


complained of, because the benefit accrued to there- | 


latives of such as “were killed, or died by reason of 
wounds received in the line of duty” —but now ifa sailor 
should die from an ordinary disease, or the consti- 
tution of an officer be broken down by dissipation, 
their widows and children are entitled to the same 

‘pensions as those of the men who fall in battle. 
Hnndreds, therefore, rushed upon the pension fund, 
and we need not be surprised thatit has been nearly 
consumed; in 1836 the annual charge was $58,009, 
in 1838 it reached to $103,120 33, and in six 
months—from March to September, 1837—the re- 
trospective operation of the law took $329,615 from 
the Treasury. 

It is true that something has been lost by the de- 
preciation of State stocks; but in what should the 
investment have been made? We have heard a 
great noise about the attack on State credit, and 
now the Administration is assailed because it 
showed confidence in the integrity of the States. 
But this is a small matter; the act of 1837 has done 
the mischief, and the question is, shall it be re- 
pealed, or shall it be permitted to eat up the re- 
mainder of the fund, and finally be settled on 
the general Treasury? I understand that the 
American army is more liberally paid than that 
of England, excepting officers of the highest grade. 
If, however, it can be shown that officers or men 
receive less than the corresponding classes of civil 
life, their compensation should be increased. The 
eagerness ef young men to enter the service is 
strong proof that the coustry has been generous to 
its defenders; at an age, wien otber lads are a bur- 
den to their families, the midshipman receives pay, 
adequate to his wants, is educated at the public 
expense, Visits the most inreresting portions of the 
globe, and the button that he wears confers other 
advantages of no ordinary kind. Promotion is 
slow in time of peace; but, if he will observe the 
many who have failed in the learned professions, 
or have been wrecked by the whirlwiads of cem- 
merce, the naval officer ‘Ras reason to be content 
with the smug birch, of Which he cannot b2 de- 
prived. “Sir, E ama friend to the navy; honora- 
ble gentlemen shall not monopolize its guardian- 
ship, and assume that the repeal of this law would 
be hostile to its interests. This great establish- 
ment should’ occupy a high position—it is destined 
to be the right arm of onf safety—and I repeat that 
ample pay. should be given, the highest reward 
conferred on. skill and bravery, and substantial 
kindness to suffering and misfortnne. But a high 
minded man scorns to be an alms-taking pensioner, 
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whea nothing has been achieved for the nation, 
and no injury has been sustained in its service. 
This act of ‘37 makes no distinction between merit 
and worthlessness—the brave man’s widow. re- 
ceiyes no more than the coward’s relatives—and 
the drone or the drunkard is allowed to leave a 
charge on that country which he has disgraced. A 
friend informs me of a common trick that is played 
at the eastward; an old sailor, that is worn out in 
the merchant service, and feels that he cannot last 
fora long time, enlists on board of a national 
ship, and in a few months his widow and children 
receive a pension from the Government. Such a 
system will bring the navy into contempt, and the 
people will distrust its patriotism; but if the public 
bounty be judiciously administered, not a murmur 
will be heard, and the nation will bear with plea- 
sure the burden on its gratitude. 

The member from Mas:achusetts [Mr. Apams] 
thinks that the act of °37 made a contract, which 
we are bound to fulfil. An cbligation, sir, implies 
that something is given or done on both sides, and 
as the gentleman sometimes quotes Blackstone, it 
is odd that he overlooked the great lawyer on the 
present occasion, The law of 1800 was undoubt- 
edly a contract, because it was passed at an carly 
period, and may have induced many to hazard 
their lives.in the service; it also embraced the con- 
dition of “wounds,” “disability,” and extraordinary 
gallantry, which must be complied with before its 
advantages could be partaken. But the country is 
not indebted to these who receive pensions under 
the act of 1837; the husband or father enlisted vo- 
luntarily, was paid well, treated kindly, and there 
is not the slightest evidence of great suffering or 
uncommon exertions. Does the gentleman con- 
tend that pensioners have a vested interest in our 
liberality? This dogtiine would be scouted in 
Great Britain, the land of pensions and sinecures; 
if Ido not err, a pension was withdrawn from the 
poet Coleridge, and though such an instance may 
be regretted, it strengthens my position. 

The other two members from Massachusetts 
[Messrs. Reen and Satronsratt) have almost shed 
tears, when speaking of the disappointment which 
this bill would bring to the widow and the orphan; 
I admire the generosity of these honorable gentle- 
men, and would imitate their example on a proper 
occasion, but I cannot indulge private feeling at the 
expense of a great principle. My objection, how- 
ever, to the law of 737, does not arise from its own 
intrinsic consequence, for the Government could 
easily pay this draft on its Treasury; a disposi- 
tion is gaining ground among certain classes of 
the people to live out of the public granary, and it 
must be checked or private morals and just legisla- 
tion will be entirely subverted. This feeling has 
existed in all countries, and making alliance with 
tyrants or mobs, according to circumstances, it has 
had a powerful influence over the internal affairs 
of nations. Here, it is in close intimacy with the 
disinterested wish of a few stockjobbers to control 
the currency, and thestill more honest desire of tax- 
ing one man’s industry for the benefit of another; 
and yet, sir, all these things are advocated for great 
national purposes. The tyrani has a plea for his 
atrocities, and legislative corruption will always 
be provided with a decent pretence; the meanest 
creature that walks the street endeavors to conceal 
ber degradation with gaudy clothing, and itis easy 
to dignify an abstraction of the public money with 
the name of charily or national benevolence. 

Before I conclade, Mr. Speaker, let me notice 
an expression which fell from the honorable mem- 
ber from Massachusetts. Yesterday, when speak- 
ing on this subject, he used the word “dishonora- 
ble.” I do not suppose that this term was applied 
to me, but a friend intimates that he understood 
the gentleman to refer to the course which I have 
pursued. 

{Here Mr. Avams, with great animation, denied 
that such a reference was made, and hoped: that 
Mr. S. would treat ear-wigs as they deserved.] 

Sir, the honorable member need not have been 
so hasty. I had no intention of retorting. My 
humble character can be left with safety to those 
who know meon this floor, and to the country, 


! father and theidol of this House. 


which will ultimately do justice to all her servants. 
I have often listened to the honorable member wilh 


the deepest indignation—he bas frequently in- 
dulged in severe animadversions .on the people 
whom I partly represent, and the institutions under 
which I was born—yét, sir, I have abstain- 
ed from using the: poisoned arrows. which ; he 
delights to throw. Were I able to contend’ with 
a gentleman of such wit and knowledge, respect for 
age and services forbids. the treatment that his bee , ’ 
havior mèrits. When I compare what the hono- 
rable gentleman is to what he might be, it isa 
source of mortification. Inheriting the blood of a _ 
genuine patriot, having passed through all the 
offices of trust known to the Constitution, and pos- 
sessing a vigorous intellect, he might become. the 
When younger 
men, in the ardor of debate, lay aside the courtes 
sies of gentlemen, and rush into the conflict as if 
we were engaged in a personal warfare, the mem- 
ber from Massachusetts might curb the wild spirit 
of faction, and save us from many scenes of dis- 
grace. Sir, he might do more. The different 
States of this great Confederacy sometimes think 
that they are unjusily dealt with by their sisters— 
the Worth taunts the South with slavery, the 
South writhes under burdens imposed fer local pur- 
poses, the East accuses the West of taking the 
lion’s share of the national preperty; the West 
calls the “Old Thirteen” a cruel stepmother, and’ 
so greatis the strife that the most sanguine occa- 
sionally despair of the Republic. Kind words, 
conciliatory feeling, and just legislation, would 
throw oil on the troubled waves of discord, and 
who could be so fit a mediator as oné that, having 
reached the highest round of humen ambition, 
would now delight to promote the happiness of his 
country; and, constituting the link between Wash- 
ington and the present generation, could bring to 
us the warning words and patriotic exhortations 
that fell from s almost inspired lips? Did the 
member parsue sueb a course, his earlier honors 
would fade away before a newer and brighter 
glory; and, what is still dearer to a pure keart, he 
would enjoy the grateful affection of millions of 
freemen. : 

But, sir, I have no right to lecture the honorable ` 
gentleman, and I ask pardon of the House for giv~ 
ing vent to my feelings. j ' 


SPEECH OF MR. CLAY, ^- 


Or ALABAMA, ` 
In Senate, Monpay, Jantary 15, 1840. E 
Tae bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pub- 
lic lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log cabin thereon, being the special 
order of the day, was taken up, the question being on 
the proposition of Mr. CRITTENDEN to recem- 
mit the Dill, with instructiuns to report a bill to dis- 
tribute the procecds of the sales of the public lands 
among the Sates, which Mr. CaLnoun offered to 
amsnd, by subsiituting a bill to cede the public 
lands to the States in which they lic, upon certain 
conditions. 
Mr, CLAY addressed the Senate as follows: 
Mr. Presipent: It is with unfeigned reluctance 
that I again throw myself on the indulgence of the 
Senate, to participate further in this discussion. 
Had the debate been confined to the bill, as origi- 
nally introduced, or as it has been amended, I 
shou'd have been content with the few. brief re- 
marks submitted by me in its commencement. 
But, sir, it has been made to assume'a far broader 
latitude, by the motion for recommitment.made by ` 
the Senator from Kentucky, and the amendatory 
motion of the Senator from South Carolina. lt now 
involves, not merely the question, whether we shall 
grant the right of pre-emption, to the limited ex- 
tent of 160 acres of lant, to the actual settler and 
cultivator of the soil, but whether we shail distri- 
bute among the several States the entire revenue 
arising from the sales of the public lands, amount- 
ing, as I shall hereafter show, to a probable average. 
of some $5,000,000 annually, and Jay taxes, or 
borrow money, to make up the deficiency, wiih alt 
the incidental questions of power and policy; or 
whether we shall sell to the States that portion. of 
the public domain lying within their Hmits, for an 
‘adequate consideration, and on safe conditions, and 
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thereby settle definitively the multifarious and per- 
plexing questions of controversy concerning them 
which present themselves, and occupy our time and 
attention, at each successive session of Congress. 

Iam aware that the discussion now belongs, 
more especially, to the two propositions of the Sena- 
tors. from Kentucky and from South Carolina; 
they have, however, intimate connection with the 
original bill; and before I proceed farther, I must 
submit a few remarks in reply to some of the ob- 
jections which have been urged by its opponents. 

The quarter from which this opposition comes, 
Mr. President, may well excite the surprise of 
some, and is not entirely unworthy of notice. It is 

_ from the opponents of this Administration, and the 
ftiends of that which is shortly to take its place. 
Althoush in my opening remarks, it will be recol- 
lected, I extended to those genilemen the courtesy 
of supposing they intended to carry cut their late 
professions in practice, I must confess my faith in 
the sincerity of those professions, as well as in 
many others made by them in the late canvass, 
was not very strong. I had too often witnessed 
here, and in the oiher House, while a member, 
their very decided and inflexible opposition to this 
and all kindred meawres, to use no stronger cx- 
pressions, to justify me in feeling much su rprise at 
the course they have’ thought proper to pursue on 
this occasion, 

But, sir, what mast be the estonishment and dis- 
appointment of the numerous, meritorious, plain, 
and unsophisticated class of citizens, whose inte- 
rests are sought (o be protected and advanced by 
this measure, when they ses the very m'n who 
were, but the other day, loudest in their professions 
of. ardent attachment; and devotion to their welfare 
and interests, now its most uncompromising oppo- 
nents, and seeking to defeat it wholly, or to so clog 
and embarrass it with amendments as entirely to 
destroy its usefulness? I know an®aitempt some- 
what ingenious has been made by one of the gen- 
temen on the other side [Mr, CRITTENDEN] to ex- 
plain away this apparent contradiction between pre- 
sent acts and former professivas; but, sir, it will not 
do. Their professions and emblems must, and will, 
be construed according to ordinary rules of com- 
mon sense. Did not the Opposition, with one 
voice, charge the present Administration and ifs 
friends with hostility to all the great interests of the 
country? With having destroyed the currency, 
and produced the existing searcity o" money? With 
having reduced the price of property aad produce, 
and the:laborers’ hire? With having warred against 
the interests of the farmer, the mechanic, and the 
workingman, as well as these of the merchants 
and manufacturers? We ail know they did—and 
amongst the emblems of their feelings, their princi- 
ples and tHeir policy, were log cabins and their Rp- 
pendages, 

Such was their devotion to log cabins, Mfr. Pre- 
sident; that they. were not content with bui'ding 
them in almost every city, village, and hamlet of 
the country, where they had before been unknown 
and unused, but they imparted to them an entire 
new quality-—"ht of locomotion. An electioneer- 
ing pageant or procession could vot be gotten up, 
nor regarded ascompleic, unless a log cabin formed 
a, part. Hence we say them placed on wheels 
and drawn by triple teams through the streets of 
our cities, followed by thousancs and tens of thon- 
sands of shouting, enthusiastic, and devoted friends 
—according to the Whig chroniclesof the times. 
And, sir, on these occasions, age forgot its decripi- 
tude, and threw aside its accustomed gravity and 
reserve; and we mi 
verend Senators falling into those processions of the 
last summer and autumn, and marching through 
suffocating clonds of dust, and panting and sweat. 
ing under the burning heat of an almost vertical 
sun, responding to the sentiment, and keeping 
time with- the meledy, of exch delectable ditties 
as “Tippecanoe and Tyler teo,” ‘Jim along 
Josey,” -and ihe like. “Was all this apparent 
enthusiasm devoiedto the insensate woed, of which 
those log: cabins: were consiructec? Or, was jt 
not designed, in connection with the fact that Gen, 
Harrison bad formerly voted for both pre-emp- 
tion and graduation, ‘(which was urged throughout 
the new States,) to make the impression cn the 
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humble inhabitants of log cabins, every where, 
that the candidate of the Opposition and his. sup- 
porters, were their peculiar friends? To say 
otherwise, would seem to me to: be barefaced 
mockery—nay, sir, the violent opposition which 
this bill has encountered, and that which itis now 
but too obvious the graduation bill and all kindred 
measures, are destined to encounter. from those 
same gentlemen, proves incontestably that all those 
exhibitions of kind feeling and generous sympathy 
were but a cruel meckery ! : . 

Sir, as I remarked on a former occasion, this bill 
is free from the objection of partiality which has al- 
ways been urged against those heretofore passed; itis 
no longer confined to the citizens of the new States, 
nor to those already on the land. The pre-emp- 
tion bill, now before us, opens the door. to every 
individual of the old as well as the new States, and 
enables him to obtain a freehold anda home. To 
former pre-emption bills our opponents raised the 
objection of partiality; to this they raise the objec- 
tion of its too great universality: if is aow too broad, 
and admits too many to the enjoyment of its privi 
leges. 

Do you believe, Mr. President, it would be pos- 
sible so to frame a bill as to obviate the difficulties 
of such objectors? No, sir, as fast as we remove 
one ground of objection, another is taken. They 
complained that former bills were too narrow; we 
extended the provisions of this; and now, forsooth, 
itis too wide! Sir, were I to indulge a conjecture, 
I should say that no bill, narrow or wide, would 
suit the palates of these fastidious gentlemen, so 
long as it contained the pre-emptive feature, ex- 
tending the protecting shield over the humble culti- 
vator of the soil against the power of the hrartless 
speculator, and parcelling out the public domain, 
in small tracts, to those who will improve and ren- 
der it productive, instead of seling it in large bo- 
dies to the 1ich monopolist, who will suffer it to lie 
waste and unprofitable till the necessities of the cul- 
tivator compel him to give the desired profit. 

Mr President, the Senator from Kentucky far- 
thest from me [Mr. Cray] on this occasion, as 
heretofore, heads and leads on the opposing host. 
However versatile he may have proved himself on 
other great questions, of which some prominent 
instances might be given, he still remains, as he 
has always heretofore been, the immovable and in- 
flexible opponent of this and all other measures of 
liberality to the people of the new States. That 
Senator has thought proper to refer to the incidents 
of last year, to which I have just alluded; and 
while, in one breath, he thinks proper to call us, 
who have uniformly supported former pre-emption 
and graduation bills, “new converts” to log cabin 
principles; in the next, he taunts us 
having failed, by our friendship, to conciliate 
and secure the votes of more than Sour out 
of the nine new States. He ealled those mea- 
sures “land traps to catch votes,” and ex- 
ulted that they had failed to accomplish the de- 
sired object. Sir, if they did fail, in the sense inti- 
mated by the Senator, they may have had some 
influence in the Western States, as Abolition had 
in other quarters in deciding, at Harrisburg, last 
winter, who should be the standard bearer of the 
Federal party. And, sir, this same Federal party 
were ready enough, and did avail themselves of 
General Harrison’s supposed popalarity, by repre- 
senting him as “an older and better soldier” in the 
cause of the pioneers of the West than the present 
incumbent, Let not that honorable Senator sup- 
pose for a moment—let him not “lay the flattering 
unction to his soul”—that he will ever live to see 
the day when the honest, ivtelligent, and high- 


| sculed people of the West, will forget the wrongs 


they have suffered, in connection with this subject, 
and reward thoʻe with their confidence by whom 
they have been inflicted. No, sir: if the chivalrous 
sons of that region are to be conciliated, it must 
be by honorable atonement, not by continued and 
persevering hostility, 

Mr. President, I cannot pass by, altogether un- 
noticed, another topic, introduced by. the Sexator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,] though, to my tind, 
without any very natural affinity to the subject un- 
der consideration. Afrer denouncing the original 
bill as “a fearful extension of the pre-emption sys- 
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tem”—as “an untried and most hazardous experi- 
ment,” he appealed to the Administration Sena- 
tors not to introduce and pass new and important 
measures, “just as a dismissed minisiry were going 
out.” How magnanimous! and how meekly he 
wears his blushing honors! But the Senator must 
have forgotten, at the moment, that Congress passes 
laws, and not any ministry, which may be going 
out or coming in. He must have forgotten, too, 
that his illustrious “military chieftain” holds the 
doctrine that the Executive is nota branch of the 
law-making power; and that he has said, in effect; 
that he would veto no law which might ‘be passed 
by a majority of Congress, and be desired by a ma- 
jority of the people. 

Sir, the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] has 
followed this up, by furnishing another disclosure 
of the difference in the conduct of aspirants, before 
and after elections—another discrepancy between 
promises and performance. We all recollect the 
denunciations against the present Administration 
for its alleged “proscriptions for opinion’s sake.” 
Tbe Opposition assumed, as one of its various par- 
ty cognomens, that of the “anti proscription party” 
—no man was to be removed from office for a 
mere difference of political opinion. Yet, sir,what 
does the Senator—-who speaks as one having au- 
thority—what does the Senator now tell us on this 
subjec’? In allusion to the appointments which 
have been, or may be made by the present Chief 
Magistrate, he very clearly intimates, they are not 
to be much in the way of his successor. He tells 
us significantty and emphatically, that “General 
Iarrison means to be President on the 4th of March 
next.” He says “General Harrison, when he comes, 
will look at those whom he finds in office; and, if 
he finds that they are honest and capable and faith- 
ful, that they have not bren noisy and forward po- 
liticians, nor brought their official influence in con- 
flict with the freedom of elections, if any such 
there be”—(at the same time making an emphatic 
pause and shaking his head most incredulously, 
and satisfying all who heardand saw him that he 
meant to be understood that he believed there 
would be none such) “he hopes he will let 
them stand (though he feared there would. be 
but few) as monuments of the liberality of a 
Whig Administration, acting on patriotic princi- 
ples.” Such, the Senator tells us, are the chances of 
Democrats, who may be found in office, to remain 
as monuments of Whig magnanimity and forbear- 
ance! The Senator evidently means to be under- 
stood that there will be none such; and I submit the 
question, whether a single one—whatever may 
have been his capacity, his purity, his fidelity, or 
his discretion—will be able to pass the ordeal which 
awaits him, or run the gauntlet unscathed, amongst 
the thousands and tens of thousands of hungry ex- 
pectants and greedy office seekers, who. are said to 
have already visited North Bend in pursuit. of the 
spoils; and who will shortly infest every avenue 
leading to the Presidential mansion in greatly aug- 
mented numbers? Why, sir, before I left my resi~ 
dence, I heard the names of some twelve indivi- 
dua's mentioned, as aspirants to the office of. post- 
master of a town containing a population of only 
some 3,000 souls—yet, I never heard the first im- 
putation against the capacity, integrity, or fidelity 
of the incumbent. And so it is, sir, throughout the 
country: there is scarcely an cftice of the most 
humble grade, held by a Democrat, for which there 
are not many applicants to be found in the ranks of 
this office-hating, anti-spoils party. I haveseen it 
stated that but a few days ago, the Legislature of a 
neighboring State, in which the Whigs have recent- 
Jy obtained ‘the ascendency, turned out indiserimi- 
nately every Democrat, even down to the men who 
swept the foors of the Capitol. Such, sir, are the 
evidences of Whig sincerity, and such will be the 
monuments of Whig magnanimity! 

Another topic (said Mr. C.) has been brought 
into this discussion, and dwelt upon at some length 
by several Senators, who are opposed to the bill, 
which has no sort of coonection with the subject. . 
I allude, sir, to that of the naturalization of fo 
reigners; and whether a State is competent to'ex- 
tend the right of suffrage to a foreigner, not natu- 
ralized. As itis a question not involved in the bills 
nor in any other proposition under consideration, J 
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shall neither attempt to discuss nor pass upon it on 
this occasion. It is true, sir, that a motion was 
made, so'to amend the bill, as to exclude foreigners 
trom the benefits it is intended to confer; and that 
amendment, with my concurrence, was voted down, 
as was a similar one, when the pre-emption bill, 
passed in 1838, was before us. It was an attempt 
to introduce an entirely new feature into our system. 
From its foundation to the present day, the law of 
this Government has indiscriminately authorized 
sales of the public domain to foreigners, as well as 
citizens. Itis wholly a question between such in 

dividuals and the Siate in which they purchase, as 
to how far they shall be permitted to hold real estate, 
or transmit it by inheritance to their children. No 
gentleman can doubt the power of.a State to consti- 
tute any description of persons legal owners of such 
property as they may purchase, and to determine all 
the incidents of such ownership—it properly b2- 
` longs to State authority, nor does it conflict at all 
with the constitutional power of this Government 
over the subject of naturalization. Sir, there are 
reminiscences connected with our earlier history, 
which I cannot and would not willingly forget—-when 
the natives of other climes generously came for- 
ward and fought the battles of our independence 
shoulder to shoulder with our fathers. The time 
was, when we would not have raised this question, 
and Iam unwilling to raise it now, In othe: times, 
it was our proud boast that our country was the 
refuge and the home of the persecuted stranger, and 
the asylum of the oppressed of all other nations; 
and itshall continue to be our boast, so far as my 
vote is concerned, as long as we have unoccupied 
“space in our wide spread and happy land. 

Mr. C. said the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray] had thought proper, to give them the history 
of the pre emption policy, commencing with John 
Cleves Simmes, and the persons holding under 
him, and going through the various acts which had 
been passed. to protect occupants, in Louisiana and 
elsewhere. To this he (Mr. Cray of Alabama) 
presumed the Senators had turned their attention, 
and understood it thoroughly. But the Senator had 
charged that after General Jackson came into 
power, there was ever attendant on the land sys- 
tem disorder and fraud, and conduct of a most im- 
proper character. Yet, where was the proof of it? 
He (Mr. Cray) denied that disorder or fraud had 
increased under the legislation of General Jack- 
son’s administration; and he told the Senator if he 
would look back to the memorizls on file, he would 
find there had teen infinitely more riot and disor- 
der befere that‘period, than from that to the pre- 
sent. Why, cn those occasions almost an univer- 
sal combination of capitalists would take place, and 
they took the land from men of small means, aad 
monopolized the whole at the Government price; 
and they would hold the landin an utrcultivated 
and an unproductive state, until the necessities of 
the cultivators compelled them to give to the spe- 
culators the desired profit, On some očesa- 
sions the sales were suspended, in consequence of 
those combinations of the speculators: and appeals 
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ther the sales sheuld be procecded with at all, so 
great was the annoyance from that cause. But 
had they heard recently of a sale being broken up 
by riot or combination? Far from it: on the con- 
trary, so far as he knew, every thing had been 
peace and quiet; and except in a few isolated cases, 
there was no evidence of fraud. Where was the 
inducement to fraud? And if there were induce- 
ment, where, under their pre-emption laws, could 
it be successfully carried out? Could it be done by 
the individual who sits down on a small tract of 
* 160-aeres of land? by the emigrant who went from 
an old toa new State, with the wish to tillthe land? 
Oh! it was said, money was made by the pre- 
emptive right, by fraud and perjury. If this were 
so, the parties would be subject to prosecution; bat 
had there been any prosecutions? and where was 
the evidence that such frauds and perjuries had 
ever taken place under this law? In the part of 
the country that he (Mr. Cray} came from, he 
knew of no such instance. There every thing un- 
der these laws was peace.and quiet: ` 
‘Bat gentleman tuld them they were introducing 
the credit system. Now, as it. regarded the fresh 


Jand brought into the market which was subject to 
the pre-emption law, there was not the color of any 
ground for the imputation. According to all the 
pre-emption bills which had hitherto been passed, 
and such would be the Jaw if the present bill passed, 
the sales could not be postponed beyond the period 
appointed by the President’s proclamation. If no 
pre-emption law ever passed, the time of sale 
would be the same. Could the Senator find, in any 
law heretofore passed, a provision which denied to 
the President the power to bring the land into the 
market at the earliest moment? No. Well, then, 
how was it with the land which was subject to pri- 
vate entry? It was allowed to them before to enter, 
and they were privileged to enjoy it during the two 
years of the operation of the laws, and now 
they were restricted to a period of twelve months, 
and if the payments were not then made, any 
other individual was entitled to pay for it, and the 
oceupant was ousted from it. Was that credit? 
By no means: the Government forbears merely to 
seil to any other man, until after the lapse of 
twelve montks from the passage of the law, or the 
time of settlement. There is no sale to the occu- 
pan until he makes payment; and, of course, no 
credit. 

But the Senator went still further, and said that 
great losses had accrued under these pre-emption 
laws; and how did he make this appear? He called 
their attention to the President’s message of De- 
cember, 1837, and pointed to the statement that 
the average excess, as he alleged, according to that 
document, was six cents per acre, and they were 
told by the Senator that this was made out by 
spreading it out over all the sales by private entry, 
as well as those at auction. Now he (Mr. Cray of 
Alabama) assured the Senator from Kentucky that 
he was totally mistaken. If the Senator would 
look at the document sent to the Senate in the be- 
ginning of January, 1838, which was in progress 
of preparation from the month of September of the 
preceding year, and from which, doubtless, the Pre- 
sident made his representation of the land sales, he 
would see that it did-not embrace the lands sold 
by private entry, but was confined to lands 
sold at auction, beginning in the year 1830 
and coming up with the cash system to 1837, 
jast before that document was communicated 
to Congress. The average excess spreading over 
all the land soldat auction, aud by private entry, 
was but 24-5 cents per acre. He would, more- 
over, call the attention of the Senate to another re- 
port, which showed that all land sold at auction af- 
ter the passage of the pre-emption law of June, 
1838, up to the last year,was but 4 38-100 cenis per 
acre above the minimum, and the average price 
of the whole by private entry, and all, was but 
$1 26 anda fraction per acre. Independently of 
all this, had the Senate forgot that,for two years and 
a half before the first pre-emption law was ever 
enacted, it was but one cent an acre excess? If 
Senators would look further back into a document 
embracing Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, it would 
be found that the general averaze excess in those 
States for three years, (before the passage of the 
pre-emption law of 1830,) was only six mills per 
acre abeve the minimum price; and this would not 
cover the expense of sales by auction, in the em- 
ployment of an auctioneer, the extra compensation 
to the Registers and Receivers, clerks, &c. The 
pre-emption bill then, was not a proposition to 
give away the public lands; nor to reduce the 
amount of money received for them, materially 
below that which would be received under the 
auction system. . 

[Mr. Cray of Kentucky here interposed, and 
said he alluded to this subject to show what the dil- 
ference was with and without pre-emption laws, 
He then went into some explanations, as we under- 
stood, to sustain his former views, and concluded 
by reading the following extract from the message 
ef President Van Buren, in Pacember, 1837, to 


which he had referred: 

“Upon a critical examination, it is found that the lands sold at 
the public sales, since the introduction of cash payments, in 
1920, have prodaced, on an average, the nettrevenue of only six 
cents an acre more than the minimum Government price,” &c.] 


Mr. Cray of Alabama resumed. He said the 


extract from the President’s message, which had. 


just been read by the Senator from Kentucky, 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. __ 88 
Pre-emption Law—Mr. Clay of Ala. j 


Senate. 


proved that he had been mistaken in his former 
Statement, and agreed precisely with what he (Mr. 
Cray of Alabama) had said. As the extract read 
by the Senator showed, the President expressly re- 
ferred to “the public sales, since the introduction of 
the cash system, in 1820,” and did not mention nor 
embrace the sales by private entry, ia fixing the-ave- 
rage excess, above the minimum, at six cents an. 
acre. He said, if the Senator from Kentucky 
would review his remarks, as published in one of 
the daily papeis of this city, he would find that he 
had been understood by others, as saying that the 
average excess was reduced to six cents per acre, 
by being spread over all the sales made—those by 
private entry, as well as those at auction. This 
was the error he (Mr. Cray of Alabama) was en- 
deavoring to correct. ee 

(Mr. Cray of Kentucky again interposed, and 
asked if the six cents average above the minimum, 
was not made out by ineluding the lands sold at 
private entry.] 

Mr. Cray of Alabama maintained the con- 
trary; and repeated what he said before in substance; 
that the general average, including private, as well 
as public sales, from the commencement of the 
cash system in 1820, to the 30th of September, 
1837, only exceeded the minimum 2 4-5 cents per 
acre. He said this was shown by a report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, made 
on the 8:h of January, 1838, responsive to a reso 
lution of the Senate, of the 20th September pre- 
ceeding, to which he would invite the attention of 
Senators. Mr. C. said, aware that the Senator from 
Kentucky had heretofore maintained that the ave- 
rage alluded to had been made out by embracing 
private sales in the estimate; and being anxious to 
to satisfy him, that the difference would be inconsi- 
cerable, he had twelve months ago called on the 
the commissioner of the General Land Office, and 
obtained a statement of the quantity of public 
land, which had been sold at auction, from the 22d 
June, 1839, to that time. The result. was that, in 
the sale at auction, exclusive of nearly two millions 
of acres, the average price had been but $1 2938-100 
per acre, being a gain of only four cents and a 
fraction above the minimum, without any dedac- 
tion for extra expenses; and the general average 
was bat $1 26 18-100 per acre. Mr. C. remarked 
that these facts were sufficient to show incontestably 
that the gain of the Government, by selling at auc- 
tion, was too insignificant in a pecuniary point of 
viw, to have any material influence on the policy 
of the Government. f 

1 have felt it my daty, Mr. President, (said Mr. 
Cuay,) to say this much in reply to the objections 
which seemed most worthy of notice, urged, by its 
opponents, against the original bill. I come now 
to the second branch of the subject under conside- 
yation—the motion of the Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. Carrranpen] to distribute the revenue arising 
from the sales of the public lands amongst the seve- 
ral States-—a proposition, in my opinion, more ob- 
jectionable than any other, This is a question 
which I have heretofore had occasion to examine; 
but I have now re-examined it, with care and atten- 
tion, and have been confirmed and strengthened in 
all the objections which I have urged against the 
measure on former occasions. 

The first general reficction that arises irrepressi- 
bly to my mind, in approaching the discussion of 
this proposition, Mr. President, is the time, and the 
circumstances, under which it is. brought forward. 
If we had a redundant Treasury—a large surplus 
revenue—as we bad a few years ago, although it 
would not, in my judgment, warrant the exercise of 
such a power, it would sender it more plausible. 
But, sir, what has been the state of our finances 
for the last three or four years? and what is their 
condition now? Four years ago, we bad a redun- 
dant Treasury—it contained more than $40,000,000. 
Under an act of Congress previously passed, 
near $30,000,000 of this. amount was deposited 
with the several States, on the ist of January, 
the 1st of April and the Istof July, 1837. In the 
mean time the commercial revulsion cf May, 737, 
‘took place—the banks suspended specie payments, 


: and refused, or were unable, to refund the public 
-money deposited with them—thus crippling our oy. 
“dinary resources, and reducing the Treasury below 
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the current demands fer the support of Govern- 
ment. Ii became indispensably necessary for the 
President to convene Congress on the first Monday 
in September, within six months from the day of 
his inauguration.. We were compelled to antici- 
pate the receipts of the revenue, and to raise mo- 
ney by loans to keep the Government in motion. 
At each succeeding session down to the present, we 
have been constrained to adopt similar measures, 
and; at this moment, there is a bill before the other 
branch of Congress again to anticipate the receipts 
froma the revenye by the issue of Treasury notes to 
the amount of five millions of dollars, Indeed, we 
- have been charged on this floor by some of the 
Senator’s political friends, since the commencement 
of the present session, (how traly, it is not my pre- 
Sent purpose to inquire,) with having created a na- 
tional debt ta the amonnt of near thirty millions of 
dollars; and we have been urged to increase the ta- 
riff on certain articles to supply the ordinary wants 
of the Government, and supersede the necessity of 
an extra session of Congress. Yet, cir, under all 
these circumstances, and with this gloomy picture 
of our financial condition, presented by ‘the Oppo- 
sition, a distinguished member of that party 
comes forward with a proposition to ab- 
stract from the Treasury the entire revenue from 
the public lands, not only for the present year, but 
for an indefinite period—forever. I have said this 
would amount to the probable sum of $5,000,000 
annually. My estimate is predicated on the receipts 
into the Treasury, from the same source, accord- 
ing to a table now before me, for a period of ten 
years—from 1828 to! 1837, both inclusive—dur. 
ing which an average sum of more than seven 
millions of dollars was annually received from this 
source of revenue. And taking into view the 


‘quantity of fresh lands that will be coming into. 


merket in the new States and Territories, it is not 
probable the average will be reduced below the 
sum I have supposed, within the next ten years. 
Well, sir, what must be the inevitable consequence 
of withdrawing this large annual sum from the or- 
dinary means of meeting the public expenditures? 
Will ‘it not become absolutely necessary to 
supply the deficiency, thus created, by taxation 
to that amount, or by borrowing money? If we 
take five millions of dollars out of the Treasury, 
and are compelled to pay it back again, in the form 
of new taxes, or an increased tariff, what do we 
gain? Or, rather, is it not obvious that, so far from 
gaining any thing, the expenses of collection and 
disbursement are a dead loss? On the other hand, 
if we make up the deficiency by borrowing five 
millions annually, are we not creating a perma- 
nent national debt which, with the accumulating 
interest, will, in a few years, amountto an hundred 
millions of dollars? 

It seems to me, Mr. President, that there ean be 
no diversity of opinion upon this subject. The 
proposition of the Senator from Kentucky plainly 

„involves the alternative, to be submitted to the 
American people, whether they will take from the 
Treasury of the United States the annual proceeds 
of the public lands, to be refunded by inereaced 
taxation, or by contracting a new national debt, 
which is to go on augmenting, year after year, in- 
terminably. Sir, divested of the plausible robes in 
which it has been clad by the ingenious sophistry 
of the mover, and its other advocates, it isa naked 
and graceless proposition to borrow money for the 
purpose of distribution among the States. Can 
the people be prepared to sanction such a policy, 
if that were the only question? Sir, I cannot be- 
lieve it. 

These views, Mr. President, go to the expediency 
of the proposed measure; but there are other ob- 
jections of more insuperable character. The Sena- 
toe from Kentucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] has said the 
States have a right to demand a distribution under 
the compacts :beiween the ceding States and the 
General Government. Now, sir, I hold that the 
States have no right to Cemand—nor has the Gene- 
ral Government any right to make such a distri- 
bution... Itis, in my Opinion, perfectly demenstrable 
that such an act would violate the terms of ces- 
Sion, as weil as. the: Cönetitution of the United 
States. To Sustain the first branch of my proposi- 
lon, it Is only necessary to recur to. the history of 


» portant influence in determining the 
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the times, and the language employed in the acts ` 
of cession themselves. ` f k 

Yo form a more satisfactory opinion upon this 
subject, said Mr. Cray, it wiil not be unprofitable 
to go a little back and examine the proceedings of 
Congress antecedent to any surrender: of territory 
by the States, It must be recollected that there 
were two parties to these compacts—Congress, on 
the onehand, holding out inducements and t:nder- 
ing propositions for an adjustment of territorial 
difficulties, and the States, on the other, responding 
to-those propositions. An examination of the pro- 
posals and negotiations between contracting parties 
will always facilitate a correct understanding of the 
contract itself. We all know that, even before 
the close of the Revolutionary war, there were dif- 
ficulties amongst the States in regard to the extent 
of territory claimed by some of them. There was 
a vast amount of unoccupied and unimproved land 
claimed by some of the States, while the others 
maintained that, if the war terminated successful. 
ly, and those wild domains were thus conquered 
and secured, it would be accomplished by the united 
patriotism, courage, toil, and blood of all the 
States; and, consequently, they should enure to 
the common benefit of all. The Congress of the 
confederation concurred in the view of the ques- 
tion last mentioned, and on the 6th of September, 
1780, agreed to the reportof a committee, to whom 
had been referred, for consideration, communica- 
tions upon the subject from the Legislatures of 
Maryland, New York, and Virginia, which, 
amongst other things, contained these views: 

‘That. it appears more advisable to press upon those States 
which can remove the embarrassments respecting the Western 
country, a liberal surrender of a portion of their territorial 
claims, since they cannot be preserved entire without endan- 
gering the stability of the. general confederacy; to remind 
them how indispensably necessary it is to establish the Federal 
Union on a fixed and permanent basis, and on principles accep- 
table to all its respective members; how essential to public cre- 
ditand confidence, tothesupport of our army, to the vigor of 
aur councils and success of Our measures, to our tranquillity 
at home, our reputation abroad, to our very existenceas a free, 
sovereign, and independent people,” &c, 

Now, sir, said Mr. C. there is not an idea to be 
found in this report, so adopted by Congress, about 
Separate or distinct interests of the several States. 
Every motive held out, relates, in the language of 
that patriotic body, to the safety and “stability of 
the general confederacy”—to the establishment of 
“the Federal Union on a fixed and permanent ba- 
sis”’-—*‘to public credit and confidence, to the sup- 
port of our army”—“to our tranquillity at home, 
our reputation abroad, to our very existence as a 
free, sovereign, and independent people.” 

This report, sir, was followed up by the adoption 
of a resolution on the 10th of October, 1780, which 
is expressly referred to by the preamble to another 
resolution upon the same subject, which was 
adopted in April, 1784, (after the cessions from 
New York and Virginia had been made,) as “hay- 
ing fixed the conditions to which the Union should be 
bound on receiving such cessions.” The former 
may, therefore, be justly regarded as the fundamen- 
tal proposition of the General Government—the 
very basis of all the cessions which were made by 
the several States, as they all followed after it, and 
may be considered as assents or agreements to the 
proposed “conditions to which the Union should 
be bound.” Consequently, it must have an ime 
preper con- 
Struction, to be placed on the several acts of ces- 
sion, and I must beg the indulgence of the Senate 
till I read it 2ntire. It is in the following words: 


“Resolved, That the unappropriated lands that may be ceded 
or relinquished to the United States, by any particular State, 
pursuant to the recommendation of Congress of the 6th day of 
September last, shall be disposed of Jor the common benefit of 
the United States, and be settled and formed into distinct 
Republican States, which shall become members of the Fede. 
ral Union, and have the same rights of sovereignty, free- 
dom, andindependence, as the other States; thai each State 
which shall be so formed,shal! contain a suitable extent of territo- 
Ty, not less than one hundred, nor more than one hundred and fifty 
miles square, or as near thereto as circumstances will admit; 
that the necessary and reasonable expenses which any particu- 
lar State shall have incurred since the commencement of the 
present war, in subduing any British posts, or in maintaining 
forts or garrisons within and for the defence, or in acquiring any 
part of the territory that may be ceded or relinquished to the 
United States, shall be reimbursed,” 


Now, sir, is it possible for any ingenuity or so- 
phistry topt on this resolution a plausible con- 
struction, to sustain the. idea of separate interests 
in the preceeds of the lands among the Slates? - On 
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the contrary, is not the language plain and empha- 
lic, that the lands which may be ceded to the Qe- 
neral Government, ‘‘shall be disposed of for the 
common benefit of the United States”—the name by 
which this Government was called and known un- 
der the Articles of Confederation, as well as since— 
and and not for thé benefit of the several States? If 
any thing were wanting to establish more conclu: 
sively, that the interest of the States in the proceeds 
of the lands expected to be acquired under these 
proposals, was, on all hands, understood to be 
joint, and not several, it is to be found in the last 
clause of the resolution, which specially declares 
“that the necessary and reasonable expenses which 
any particular State shall have incurred since the 
commencement of the present war, in subduing any 
British post, or in maintaining forts and garrisons 
within and for the defence, or in acquiring any part 
of the territory that may be ceded or relinquished to 
the United States, shell be reimbursed.” 

Itis a legal maxim, which the gentlemen en- 
gaged in this debate on the other side cansot fail to 
recognise, that “‘exceptio unius, exclusio est alterius” 
and it isa principle of reason and common sense, 
to which all minds must assent, that when a par- 
ticul:r reservation or exception follows a general 
grant, the mere specification of the exception im- 
plies that there is no other, and strengthens and 
confirms the grant to all that is not reserved. 
Then, sir, Lam sustained in the conclusion that, so 
far as the terms of the proposals to the States, by 
the General Government, are concerned, we are 
bound to appropriate the revenue, arising from the 
Sales of the public lauds, “for the common benefit 
of the United States,” and not for that of the States 
severally, with the single exception that “any. par- 
ticular State” was to “be reimbursed” for “neces- 
sary and reasonable expenses” which had been 
“incurred”? for the objects specified in the last 
clause of the resolution, 


Having thus seen the obligations proposed to 
be assumeu vy tne General Government, let us 
now, Mr. President, proceed to examine the acts 
of the several States, purporting. to cede or relin- 
quish their claims to Westera territory. - And 
here it may be well to remind Senators that all the 
acis of cession, with the exception of those of 
North Carolina and Georgia, were made before 
the adoption of the Constitution, and, consequent» 
ly, had reférence to the Articles of Confedera- 
lion. {tis fair to presume that all the States that 
relinquished territory, were actuated by the same 
high motives of patriotism and policy, and had a 
common object in view; but as there is some dif- 
ference in the phrascology of the several deeds, and. 
some of the gentlemen, who have addressed the 
Senate, having laid great stress on the particular 
words employed in some of. them, it may facilitate 
us in makigg a proper construction to bring into 
one view those clauses of each, wkich express the 
purposes contemplated by the grantors. . I shall 
take the deeds of cession in the order of time that 
they were executed. 

The deed from New York . declares: that the ter- 
ritory ceded— 

“Shall be and enure for the use and henefit of such of the 
United States as shall become members of the Federal alliance 


ofthe said States, and for no other use or purpose whatso- 
eyer.” 


That from the State of Virginia declares— 

“That all the lands within the territory so ceded to the United 
States, (with certain reservations not necessary to. be recited,) 
shallbe considereda common fund for the use and benefit of 
such ofthe United States as have become, or shall become 
members of the Confederation, or Federal alliance of the said 
States, Virginia inclusive, according to their usual respective 
proportions in the general churge and expenditure, and shall 
be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that purpose, and 
for no other use or purpose whatsoever,” 

Those from Massachusetts, Connecticut, and 
South Carolina, adopt the same language, and con- 
vey “to the United State of America, for their bene- 
Jit’—the respective States “inclusive.” And the 
deed from North Carolina corresponds With that 
from Virginia. The deed from Georgia differs 
from all the rest in several respects, and shall be 
hereafter noticed. 

„Now, Mr. President, the question to be decided’ 
is—do these several deeds respond to, and agree: 
with the “conditions” proposed by Congress, “to, 
which the Union should be bound on receiving 
such cessions”—that is, “for the common -be- 
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nefit of the United States?’ Do not all the deeds, 
which I have brought to the notice of the Senate, 
use the same language in effect? Those from Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina declare that the lands 
“ceded to the United Siates shall be considered a 
common fund, &c.” - Do. not these words distinetly 
convey the idea of a joint fund, in contradistine- 
tion to one in severally? Could language 
have been used more expressive of a full as- 
sent to the terms which had been proposed by 
Congress in their resolution of the 10ih of Octo. 
ber, 17802 I think not, sir—and the terms 
employed in the other deeds of cession, though not 
the same, may be regarded as equipollent. For in- 
stance, as I have shown, those of Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and South Carolina, conveyed “to the 
United States of America, for their benefit.” Is not 
this a conveyance for joint benefit, in the absence of 
any qualifying expressions? It cannot be denied: 
and, sir, I may remark, that there is not a'clause to 
be found in any one of the deeds of cession, which 
reserves any separate interest or dividend to the 
State by which it is made. Can it be reasonably 
supposed, that the States would have used such 
language as they did, with the distinct avowal of 
Congress before them, that the ceded territory 
should be “disposed of for the common benefit of the 
United States,” if they had intended to secure to 
themselves any separate or distinct interest? On 
the contrary, admonished, as they were, of the pur- 
pose and intention of the General Government, 
they would have carefully inserted express reserva- 
tions of such distributive shares as they intended to 
secure. 

But, sir, there are other clauses in some of the 
deeds of cession, which have been seized upon by 
some of the friends of distribution to give color to 
their construction. In some.of them this language 
is used: “for the use and benefit of such of the 
United States as have become, or shall become 
members of the Fedéral alliance, &c.” “accord- 
ing to their usual respective proportions in 
the general charge and expenditure.” It seems to 
me, sir, that this argument is easily answered. It 
is only necessary to bear in mind that all the ces- 
sions which have been enumerated, except that of 
North Carolina, were made betore the adoption of 
the Constitution, and hers in the same year; and 
that the language just quoted had reference to the 
mode of raising revenue, under the Articles of Con- 
federation. Article 8 is in the following words: . 

“all charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be in- 
curred for the common defence or general welfare, and allowed 
by the United States in Congress assembled, shall be defrayed 
outofa common Treasury, which shall be supplied by the so- 
veral States, in proportion to the value of all land within each 
State granted tọ or surveyed for any person, as such land and 
the buildings and improvements thereon shall be estimated, ac- 
cording to such mode as the United States in Congress assembled 
shall from time to time directand appoint. 

“The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied 
by the authority and direction of the Legislatures of the 
several States, within the time agreed upon by the United 
States in Congress assembled.” 

Sir, although Congress then made appropri- 
ations “for the common defence” and ‘“‘ge- 
neral welfare,” and paid them ‘out of a 
common Treasury,” we see they had not the 
power of taxation. ‘They only had power 
to lay down the rule for the assessment of taxes, 
and make requisitions upon the several States, un- 
der whose authority alone they were to be levied 
and paid over. Then, sir, when a “common fund” 
was placed in the general Treasury “‘for the use 
and benefit of such of the United States as had be- 
come, or should become, members of the Federal 
alliance,” “according to their usual and respective 
proportions in the general charge and expendi- 
ture,” it was merely intended to relieve them, re- 
spectively, of the payment of that proportion of the 
amount of the requisitions which might be made 
on them by the General Government. In other 
words, it was equivalent to a credit to be estimated 
by that rule, to which each State, belonging to the 
Federal alliance, was to be entitled at the “common 
treasury;” for the absurdity of paying over this 
“common fund” to the several States, “according 
to their usual and respective proportions in the 
general charge and expenditure,” to be immediately 
returned, or repaid by them into the “common 
treasury,” could never have been perpetrated by 
the wise men of that day. 


Mr. President, there is another point of view, in 
which the proposition of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky for the distribution of the revenue arising 
from the sales of the public lands, or any other pro- 
position heretofore made, having the same objectin 
view, is imperfect, and, I may add, totally imprac- 
ticable. If-a distribution can, or ought to be made 
under the deeds cf cession, it must be done by the 
rule of taxation established by the Articles of Con- 
federation; at least the clause on which I have re- 
marked, and on which gentlemen rely, evidently 
refers to that rule, and indicates no other. 

The “ usual respective proportion in the general 
charge and expenditure” was fixed by the 8th article 
already quoted,according to the value of all “the land 
within each State, granted orsurveyed, and the build- 
ings and improvements thereon.” No such rule of 
taxation, or “charge and expenditure” now exists, 
nor is the plan of distribution predicated on that 
principle, or on the provisions of the Constitution, 
which has been since adopted. Under that instru- 
ment Congress may raise revenue by taxation, 
direct, or indirect. In the second section of the first 
article it is provided, that “ representatives and 
direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several 
States, which may be included within this Union, 
according to their respective numbers, which shall be 
determined by adding to the whole number of free 


persons, including those bound to service for a | 


term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, 
three-fifths of all other persons.” Now we know 
that this rule of taxation is altogether different from 
that established by the Articles of Confederation; 
and that it is not the criterion referred to by the 
deeds of cession, for apportioning among the seve- 
ral States ‘the general charge and expenditure.” 
But, sir, if it were otherwise, we have no “direct 
taxes,” but a system of indirect taxation, by duties 
and imposts, under whieh it is impossible to know 
what each or any particular State pays. Having 
no criterion whatever, then, by which to ascertain 
the respective proportions of the several States “in 
the general charge and expenditure,” or in what 
proportions they contribute to the common Tres- 
sury, we consequently have none by which to ap- 
portion amongst them the revenue arising from the 
sales of the publie lands. 

Again, Mr. President, the history of the times 
seems to meto furnish a conclusive refutation 


against every argument I have heard in favor of | 
We know that, throughout the Revo- | 


distribution. 
lution, Congress had no power to raise money, 
even for the common Treasury, except through the 
intervention of the States. We have already seen 


that, under the Articles of Confederation, taxes for | 


that purpose were expressly required to ‘be laid 
and levied by the authority and directon of 


the Legislatures of the several States.” Un- | 


til the adoption of the Federal Constitution, 
the States never surrendered to Congress the 
power of raising revenuc, even for the gene- 
ral purposes for whieh this Government was 
instituted; and they were slow and reluctant to part 
with the power to that limited extent. This being 
the case, can it be supposed that they ever intended 
to constitute this Government an agent to raise or 
collect revenue from any source whatever, to be 


divided or distributed amongst themselves? No, | 


sir, such an idea is contradicted by the known jea- 
lousy with which they ever guarded the exercise of 
power by the General Government, and the ex- 
treme caution and hesitation with which they grant- 
ed to it the powers deemed indispensable to its effi- 
cient action by the most wise and patriotic. 

I will now, sir, submit a remark or two on the 
deed of cession from Georgia. It was executed on 
the 24th of April, 1802--more than thirteen years 
after the adoption of the Constitution of the United 


States—and its language conforms to the change of 


Government which had taken place. It declares 
“that all the lands ceded (after satisfying certain 
claims) be considered as a common fund for the use 


and benefit of the United Slates, Georgia included, į 


and shall be faithfully disposed of, for that purpose, 
and for no other use or purpose whatever.” Here 
is no reservation of any thing buta joint and com- 
mon interest; itis to be “a common fund,” and 
«for the use and benefit of the United States”—-that 


is, the Government of the Union, aud not of the |} 


States severally—and to be “faithfully disposed of 
for that purpose” only. In this deed, we:do not 
find the clause about “the respective and usual pro~ 
portion (of the States) in the general charge and ex- 
penditure,” on which gentleman have predicated 
most of their arguments in favor of distribution 
because the rule and the mode of taxation to which 
that language referred had been superseded by the 
provisions of the Constitution. The States’ no 
longer laid and levied taxes for the General Govern- 
ment; hence there was no longer need of a rule for 
apportioning the credits. , 

In further confirmation of the views I have ex- 
pressed on this subject, I may remind the Senate, 
that the idea of distributing the proceeds of the 
public lands is of modern origin. More than forty 
years had elapsed after all the cessions, except that 
of Georgia, and thirty years after that, before any 
attempt was made to establish the divisibility of 
those funds. During all this time, the money re- 
ceived for the public domain was paid into the 
common treasury, like other portions of the reve- 
nue; and it was appropriated and paid out in the 
same manner, indiscriminately, for all the liabili- 
ties of the Government. Iam not aware that any 
of the States ever set up a claim to a separate or 
distributive share of this fund, until after the pro- 
ject was started in 1832, nor do I believe that such 
a thought was ever entertained when the several 
compacts were made, either by the States or Gene- 
ral Government. . ; 

But, Mr. President, if the views I have expressed 
in reference to that portion of the public domain 
ceded by the States be erroneous, on what principle 
can gentleman claim a distribution of the revenue 
arising from the sales of the lands in Louisiana 
and Florida, purchased from France and Spain? 
In regard to those, none of the States, separately, 
ever had any claim, or ever made a cession, or a 
compact with the General Government. They 
were purchased by the Government of the United 
States with its own revenue, with the common trea~ 
sure, created by itsown power. Yet those lands 
have been treated like the balance of the public 
domain, and the money received from them, 
like that received from all other sources of 
revenue, placed in the common treasury. No 
one denies that the Government can purchase 
Jand: does it follow that money expended in this 
way, when it is brought back into the Treasury by 
asale, acquires any new property to change the 
power of the Government over its destination? If 
so, itis but necessary for us to convert the reve- 
nue, which we are only authorized to collect for 
specified objects, into land, and then re-convert it 
into money, to give the Government of the United 
States a power over it beyond all the restraints of 
the Constitution. However, this isan absurdity, 
for which, it is to be hoped, few will be reckless 
enough lo contend. 

Bat, sir, although every proposition for a distri- 
pution of the revenue has been broad enough to 
embrace all the public demain, as well Loui-iana, 
comprising the whole of our territory beyond the 
Mississippi, as Florida and the whole country 
south of the thirty-first degree of latitude, I have 
not yet heard any one bold enough to maintain 
that the deeds ef cession from the States extended 
to any portion not included within the chartered 
limits of the original States. 

From these views, Mr. President, it follows that 
a distribution amongst the States, of the. revenue 
arising from the sale of such’ portions of the public 
land as were purchased from France and Spain, 
cannot be sustained on any ground, which has 
been hitherto assumed in this discussion. T think 
we have seen, too, that so much as was-ceded by 
Georgia, wants the support of, the argument which 
gentlemen have founded on particular clauses in 
the other deeds of cession, and must be excepted. 
As regards the cession of North Carolina, it may 
be said thereis nothing to distribute, for we have 
more than once passed bills through this branch of 
Congress, which amount (and very properly too) 
to an abandonment of all claims to the refuse, un- 
appropriated lands within the S-ate of Tennessee. 
And, sir, the result is, that the only colorabie 
claim, supported with any plausibility, by the 
friends of distribution extends to the remnants which 
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remain- unsold ia the. Northwestern States—being 
so far as the plats of survey have been returned, 
in Ohio less than a. million of acres—in Indiana 
less than five millions—in Illinois something more 
than fourteen millions—and in Michigan about 
fourteen millions—amounting in the aggregate to 
34,345,871 acres. Yes, sir, even if their deeds of 
cession sustain their pretensions, they go thus far, 
and no farther. 


But, Mr. President, there is another aspect of | 


this. subject. which presents a conclusive bar to any 
claim of distribution which can be set up in behalf 
of the States. It certainly cannot be pretended, on 
any. fair principle, that we are bound to divide any 
thing but the nett profits of the concern; nor that we 
are bound to divide those profits before they accrue. 
The gentlemen on the other side represent the Go- 
‘vernment as a trustee for the management of the 
public domain for the benefit of the several States; 
and that much may be conceded. But it will be 
recollected that the peformance of this trust has 
been attended with much expenditure of money, as 
must have been well understood would be the case 
at the time it was confided. Now, admitting for 
the sake of argument (and Iam sare I could not 
otherwise make the admission) that a division of 
the proceeds was contemplated by the partes to 
those conpacts, when they were made, is it rea- 
sonable to suppose that it could have been intended, 
on the one hand, or expected on the other, to divide 
all the money that might be received for the lands, 
without first deducting the expenses necessarily in- 
curred in the performance of the trust? Ifthe Ge- 
neral Government was bound to return any thing 
to the States, must it not have been the nett pro- 
ceeds? The Indian titles were to be extinguished 
to a jarge portion of those lands; and vast sums of 
money have been paid to effect that object. We 
bave paid for Louisiana and Florida about thirty mil- 
lions of dollars. Again, it was necessary for all 
these lands to be surveyed before they could be 
brought into market, And then district land offices 
were to be established and supported; and a Gene- 
ral Land Office to exercise a superintending control 
over the. whole business. Ought not these necessa- 
ry expenses to be deducted from the amount re- 
ceived before any thing is demandable from the 
Government? If you, sir, were to employ an agent 
to manage and sell a large real estale, necessarily 
to be divided into smaller tracts, and unavoidably 
attended with great expense, would you expect him 
to hand you over the whole amount of his receipts, 
or, indeed, any part of them, before he had 
refunded himself the amount of his expenses? 
No, sir, you would not, nor would any 
reasonable or fair man; and the same principle ap- 
plies in its full force to the claims of the States in 
their most favorable aspect. Then, how stands the 
account?) Why, sir, according to a statement from 
the General Land Office, a little more than twelve 

. months ago, the aggregate expenditures of this Go- 
vernment for the public domain amounted to 
$134,229,375 20, and the aggregate receipts into 
the Treasury on account of sales of the public 
lands amounted to $116,198,179 15, leaving an 
excess of expenditures above the receipts into the 
Treasury to the amount of $18,031,196 05. This 
is the state of the case, on the supposition that divi- 
sion was ever contemplated, a balance in our favor 
in the account current of more than eighteen mil- 
lions of dollars! And this balance cannot be pro- 
bably met and cancelled within Jess than three or 
four years by the nett proceeds of sales. 

Then, Mr. President, the public domain not hav- 
ing refunded the General Government the amount 
of the expenditures actually incurred in its pur- 
chase, management, and sale, and the entire reve- 
nue from all sources, including this branch, being 
inadequate, as all admit, to meet the current de- 
mands upon the Treasury, the plain question is, 
have we the power, and is it expedient to lay new 
taxes and collect revenue, or shall we borrow mo- 
ney to distribate amongst the States? This is the 
true question, and one which demands, and, I trust 
will receive the calm and solemn consideration of 
every intelligent and patriotic citizen. 

„Sir, said Mr, C, where do we find our power to 
distribute revenue amongst the States at all, much 
less to raise it for the purpose of distribution? He 
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asked, was there any single expression in the Con- 
stitution which could be interpreted to justify such 
a proceeding? When we ask gentlemen on the 
other side to show us our authority, to what clause 
of that instrument can they refer us? . We may 
answer triumphantly—to none. The exercise of 
such a power is against the whole genius of the Go- 
vernment, and would be destructive of the princi- 
ples on which it is founded. The Constitation de- 
clares that “Congress shall have power to lay and 
collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, topay the 
debis and provide for the common defence and general 
welfare of the United States.” ‘Yes, sir, for those 
purposes, and those only, have we the power to tax 
the people—to pay the debts” of the United 
States, and “to provide for the common defence and 
general welfare of the United States”—not to raise 
money to pay the debts of the States, nor to raise 
money to provide for their separate welfare, but in 
common with the other members of the Unicn. 
Gentlemen must admit that no express power is 
delegated to us to lay and collect taxes for the bene- 
fit of the States separately; nor can they show that 
it is “‘nevessary and proper for carrying into execu- 
tion” those which are granted. Far from it, Mr. 
President. As I have already remarked, the taxing 
power, even for the general purposes of the con- 
federation, for the common benefit of the United 
States, was the last with which the States parted, 
and the one which they surrendered, perhaps, more 
reluctantly than any other. 

Bat, sir, it is unneccssary to pursue this view of 
the subject any farther. The friends of the propo- 
sition now more immediately under consideration 
have not met the question of constitutional power, 
hor undertaken to sustain it by any direct argu- 
ment. They attempt to get round it by reference 
to the acts of cession, and by placing on them a 
construction not warranted by their language, their 
spirit, nor the history of the times, as, I think, has 
already been sufficiently shown. Yet, sir, I trust 
the people will understand it, and regard the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Kentucky as it truly is— 
as a proposition to divide money amongst the 
States, which is assuredly to be refunded by a tax 
on themselves—as a proposition for this Govern- 
ment to become the tax-gatherer for State and local 
purposes, thereby cutting cf and destroying all that 
salutary responsibility of the taxing power which is 
now felt by their immediate representatives; and, 
worse than all, as a proposition to sink the State 
Governments into insignificance, and make them 
dependent upon the General Government. No 
other measure has ever been proposed so well cal- 
culated to bring about that centralization and con- 
solidation of all power in the Federal Government, 
so justly deprecated and cautiously guarded against 
by our ancestors, as that now under considera ion. 
Once establish the principle that the Slates may 
look to this Government as the great money power 
upon which they may depend for all their local 
wants, and you will realize the most sanguine 
hopes and expectations of the Federalists in former 
limes, by building up a splendid Government at 
the national metropolis, which must, and will, 
sooner or later, absorb all pclitical power. 

I fear, Mr. President, I have already occupied 
too much time in my remarks on p motion of the 
Senator from Kentucky; but thefe is one other 
point, which I cannot pass by altogether unnoticed. 
I mean, sir, the effect which the proposed measure 
would have on the jaterests and prosperity of the 
new States. They have already had sufficient 
cause of complaint against the course of policy 
which has been pursued towards them by the Gene- 
ral Government, as the numerous memorials and 
remorstrances of the Legislatures and the people 
of those States, which have been presented session 
after session, for many years past, and are now on 
your files, will abundantly testify. ‘Their great, 
and at the same time wel! founded cause of com- 
plaint, has been the inflexible adherence of this Go- 
vernment to one fixed price for lands of all descrip- 
tions, whether rich or poor. They have, again and 
again, appealed to your sense of justice, and referred 


you to the terms of your compacts with them, on 


their admission into the Union, showing, as they be- 
lieve, that while you retained by their consent the right 
to the unsold and unappropriated Jands within their 
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limits exempt from taxation, you at the same time 


“undertook to sell them in a reasonable time—but, 


thus far, they have appealed in vain. What are they 
to expect when you shall. have enlisted the cupidi- 
ty of all the other States of the Union against a re~ 
duction of the price of their inferior lands?. Need 
they expect the representatives of States; that are 
toreceive annual dividends from their proceeds, to 
an amount sufficient to support the Government of 
some of them, and exempt their citizens from taxa- 
tion, to vote for their graduation bills, the passage 
of which they have so long anxiously desired? No, 
sir; and I now tell the people of the new States, if 
their petitions on this subject have heretofore been 
unavailing, should the proposed measure become a 
law, they will be utterly hopeless. They may ex- 
pect, for a half century to come, that millions of 
acres will remain the property of this Government, 
nominally, but in fact the domain of the several 
old States—-ansold, unsettled, unimproved and un- 
productive, 

Bul, Mr. President, I turn with pleasure from the 
discussion of a measure to which, I think, there are 
so many insuperable objections-—fraught, in my 
opinion, with so many evil consequences, not enly 
to the new States, buti to the whole Union—and 
will direct your attention to the amendment pro- 
posed by the honorable Senator from South Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Catuoun.] Perhaps no measure of its 
impoitance, which has ever been brought forward 
here, has been more misrepresented, and less un- 
derstood, than the bill of that hcnorable Senator “‘to 
cede the public lands within the limits of th new 
States, on certain conditions therein mentici ed.” 
It has been characterized and denounced as & pro- 
position to “give” the public domain to those States; 
and such representations have been sent ab fad, 
and have had their effect, unaccompanied by è sin- 
gle condition of the proposed grant. Sir, the bill 
does not contemplate a donation, and its exan ina- 
tion is sufficient to repel the imputation. It pro- 
poses a sale, not a gift. These are its provisions: 
The first section cedes the public lands to the States 
in which they lie, which may remain unsold after 
the 30th of June, 1842, excepting the usual 
reservations for public purposes, on condition that 
the States shal! pay to the General Governmentsixty- 
five per cent. of. the gross proceeds, as the Senator 
proposes to fill the blank; that the minimum price 
shall remain, as now fixed by law, until the said 
30th of June, 1842, but, after that period, the price 
may be reduced to $1 per acre for all lands then 
remaining unsold, which have theretofore been of- 
fered for sale for ten years; that, five years after 
the day aforesaid, all lands which may then have 
been offered for a period of fifteen years and re- 
main unsold, may be reduced to seventy-five cents 
per acre; and thus going on with a reduction of the 
price in the same ratio, for every additional term of 
five years it may have been in market, till it comes 
down to twenty-five cents per acre; after which, if 
it shall remain unsold five years longer, it shall be 
ceded absolutely to the respective States in which it 
is situated; and the system of graduation to com- 
mence with all land not now embraced by it, so 
soon as it shall have been offered and remain un- 
sold ten years. A farther condition is, that the lands 
shall remain subject to the same legal subdivisions 
which now prevail; those not heretofore offered for 
sale to be first offered at auction-~afterwards to be 
subject to graduation; and that all laws of the 
United States cn the subject of public lands in 
force at the passage of the act, to remain so, ex- 
cept so far as modified by its provisions, Another 
condition is, that the cession is to be in fall of the 
five per cent. fund, not already accrued, which was 
reserved to the new States by the compacts for 
their admission into the Union, for the purpose of 
making roads within, and leading to, those 
States; and the Sates to be “exclusively liable 
for all charges that may hereafter arise from 
the. survey, sale, and management of-the public. 
lands.” And, Gnally, any violation of those con- 
ditions is to be followed by a forfeiture of all the 
rights gravted by the act; and all grants,.or titles 
therecf made by the Siate so acting, to be null 
and void. The second section of the bill autho- 
rizes the several States, in which the lands are 
situated, te grant the right of pre-emption to ever 
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actual settler for a period of ninety days, at each 
sucessive. giaduation, or reduction of price, after 
which, if the settler should not avail himself of the 
privilege, it is tobe subject to entry by any other 
purchaser. ‘The other provisions are not neces- 
sary to bé noticed on this occasion. 

These, sir, are allthe material enactments pro- 
posed by the bill of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina. While they are fresh in our recollections, let 
us test the accuracy of some of the representations 
of its characteristics, which have been sent abroad. 
Is it a gift—a donation of the unsold lands to the 
States in which they are situated, as has been 
been broadly asserted? So far from the fact, we 
see, at the first. blush, the States are to pay the Ge- 
neral Government 65 per cent. of the gross pro- 
ceeds of the sales, and are to release the United 
States from the payment of the 5 per cent. of 
the nett proceeds, reserved for making roads 
for their benefit—these two items being 70 
per cent. of the gross amount received. The States, 
too, are to be at the entire expense of the manage- 
ment and sale of this domain which constitutes 
another important. item of deduction. What would 
be its amount, of course cannot be determined 
with precise accuracy; but I find it stated in the re- 
port of thé Committee on Public Lands, prepared 
with much care at the last session, that there were 
then “spread over the new States filty-nine Jand 
offices; connected with which there were one hun- 
dred and eighteen registers and receivers, eight 
surveyors general, with a host of deputies, clerks, 
draftsmen, chain carriers, and axemen, at an aggre- 
gate annual expense of upwards of $334,000, on 
an average of the Jast two years” preceding. Then 
suppose the aggrega'e amount of sales, in all the 
States, to be equal to three millions of dollars— 
and, without the territories, it would not probably 
exceed that sum—the expenses, at the rate just 
stated, may be estimated at nearly 124 per cent. 
which brings up the credits to 824 percent. Then, 
sir, add 122 per cent. more, the amount proposed 
to be given to the new Siates above an equal divi- 
dend with the old States, by the former distribution 
bill of the Senator from Kentucky, and which I 
suppose to be again contemplated, and we have 
accounted for 95 per cent. of the gross amount 
which may be paid to the States receiving the 
cessions. And, sir, it is just as fair, and not more 
liberal, to make the allowance of the last named 
ilem to the new States, under the bill proposed by 
the Senator from South Carolina, as under that of 
the Senator from Kentucky; for the citizens of 
those States, in the ome case as well as the other, 
almost exclusively pay this large amount of money 
into the general treasury, and may be expected to 
go.on increasing in population, more rapidly than 
their elder sisters, at least for some time to come. 

[Mr. Cray of Kentucky desired to give a more 
full and fair explanation of one point. It would 
be recollected that he introduced a bill for the dis- 
tribution of the public lands in 1833, near the be~ 
ginning ofa period, at the end of which, the popu- 
lation of the United States would be greatly in- 
creased. His leading motive then, in proposing 
124 per cent. over and above, was that the New 
States had, at that time, and would continue to 
have upto the time for taking the next census, a 
vast amount of population more than by the rule 
proposed would Le estimated, and great injustice 
theréfore would be done if they were to receive*by 
the census of 1830. That was the main motive. 
It was from a disposition to effect a satisfactory 
adjustment that it was done; for the new States, for 
the reason he had given, were entitled to something 
more than the old—but whether it should be 10 or 
12$ per cent. would be a subject for considera- 
tien.] 

Mr. Cray of Alabama said he perfectly under- 
stood the Senator’s motive in the matter alluded to, 
he knew it was, at least in part, on account of the 
more rapid increase of population in the new than 
the old Statés, thathe proposed to allow them more 
than was granted by the compacts for their admis- 
sion into the Union. He was also satisfied that the 
same inducement for the discrimination still exist- 
ed, and he hoped the new States would still go on 
increasing in population in the same ratio they had 
done since the census of 1830, Mr. C. by no 
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means objected to the discrimination in their favor 
—it was jast and fair not only on the ground stated 
by the Senator from Kentucky, but also on the other 
ground which he (Mr.Cuay ofjAlabama) had alluded 
to. What he meant to say was, that the additional 
twelve and a half per cent. could as properly 
be allowed to the new States under the. bill 
of the Senator from South Carolina, as under 
that of the Senator from Kentucky. Under the 
latter the deduction of twelve and a half per cent. 
was first made in behalf of the States in which the 
Jands were situated, and then a distribution made of 
the remainder amongst all the States, on terms of 
equality. So, he contended, under the bill ceding 
the lands, it was no less just that the new States 
should be allowed the additional twelve and a half 
per centum; for under its provisions, too, the inha- 
bitants of those States would pay all the money for 
the lands, which went into the general Treasury, as 
well as increase more rapidly in population than 
the old States; and although it was not divided 
amongst the several States, they all shared in it as 
equally, for it enured to their common benefit, by 
exempting them proportionately from that amount 
of taxation. What, then, Mr. C. asked, will be 
left to the new Siates, above the payment and de- 
ductions stated? Probably not more than five per 
cent. Then, sir, this is the amount of the sacrifice, 
if any, that is proposed by the bill of the Senator 
from South Carolina; and it must be apparent that, 
so far from being a donation, as heretofore alleged, 
it is a sale, and for an adequate consideration. 

I am aware, Mr. President, that great loss has 
been apprehended in another respect. It is as- 
sumed, in the first place, that the entire one hun- 
dred and sixty millions of acres intended to be 
ceded are worth, and will ultimately command the 
present minimum price; and, in the next place, 
that, under the power of graduation, the States 
would sell them gceatly below their value. A re- 
mark or two will be sufficient to show that both 
these assumptions are erroneous. It is altogether 
unfair to suppose that the entire quantity of this 
land would ever be sold for any price; and it is still 
more improbable that it would all bring $1 25 per 
acre, if ever sold. We know from the official do- 
cuments that a large portion of it has been in mar~ 
ket without finding a purchaser for periods of fif- 
teen and twenty years, and some of it thirty and 
forty years. We know, too, that a great deal of it 
consists of mountains, swamps, ard pine barrens, 
that would never command ten cents an acre: in- 
deed, itis certaia that some of it would never be 
received as a donation, as it might impose on the 
donee the responsibility of paying taxes. Very lit- 
tle would be sold aanually; and I am safe in say- 
ing that all would not be sold ina century. It is 
obvious thatsuch land, as I have truly described 
much of it to be, would never be purchased at the 
minimum, when we have such a boundless extent 
of rich, fresh soil, that can be boughtat the same 
price. 

Another consideration, worthy of notice, is the 
large annual expense of keeping up our land sys- 
tem—a deduction which should manifestly be made 
to determine the nett value of this property. The 
committee which had the subject under considera- 
tion at the last session, taking all these things into 
view, estimated the present cash value of the whole 
at 26,400,000. They also went on the supposi- 
tion that the land might all be sold in a period of 
eighty years, which, as I have already intimated, 
was going too far. The sum of twenty-six millions 
four hundred thousand dollars, at six per cent. in- 
terest, would produce $1,584,000 annually, which 
in eighty years would amount to $126,720,000 in 
interest alone; added to the principal it would 
make the aggregate $153,120,000. Thus we see 
that this apparently smail sum, at low interest, 
would almost amouni to the average of one dollar 
an acre within the time stated. An average of 
seventy-five cents an acre, which is above all rez- 
sonable expectation, would make the aggregate 
sum feccived amount to $120,000,000—being 


$6,720,000 below the interest alone on the sum es- | 


timated by the committee. Iv is then manifest that 
the cpponents of the bill have greatly magnified 
and overestimated the value of the property in 
question, It would be better to receive the sum 


Senate 


| estimated by the committee now, than to obtain any 


probable price after the lapse of. so many years. 
As to the apprehension that the States would re- 
duce the price too rapidly, it is equally unfounded. 
It wonld be against their interest to do so, more es- 
pecially if the lands were as valuable as gentlemen 
supposed; aud they would be restrained from: such, 
a course by the restrictions of the bill on their pow- 
er of graduation, The land must have been in - 
market unsold fen years before it can be re- 
duced to $1 an acre; it must then remain unsold, at 
that price, five years longer, before it can be re- 
duced to seventy-five cents; and the reduction of 
price continues in that ratio every additional five 
years. There is no danger of less in this respect; 
the objection would be more plausible, that the re. 
duction of price is too slow, and postpones too long 
the receipt of its real value. 

Sir, another objection against the proposed ces: 
sion is the want of power. Mr. C. asked, can this 
difficulty be seriously entertained. by those who have 
examined the subjeci? Does not the Constitution, 
provide that “Congress shall have power to dispose 
of and make all needful rules and regulations, re- 
pecting the territory or other property of the United. 
States?” Regarding the cession asa sale, there can 
certainly be no doubt, whether it be for cash, or on 
credit; for we have given our sanction to both, 
modes in practice. Nor can it be denied, that we 
have as much power to sell to States as to indivi- 
duals. The Constitution does not prescribe . to 
whom, nor in what manner, we may “dispose of ”. 
“the territory, or other property of the United 
States,” but gives us a broad discretion to “make 
all needful rues and regulations” respecting it; and 
we have exercised it in almost every possible man- 
ner by sales and donations. We certainly have 
power, too, to employ whatever agent we may 
think proper in the disposition of the public pro- 
perty—a State, as well as an individual—and it must, 
be admitted there is more safety in the former, than 
the latter kind of agency—by the one we have lost 
nothing, by the other we have lost millions. 

Again, said Mr. C. it has been urged against this 
bill that it would establish the relation of creditor 
and debtor between the General Government. and, 
the new States; and the most frightful censequences 
have been shadowed forth by the imaginations of 
gentlemen as likely to result from it, They have 
told us that, although the bill did not make a do- 
nation in terms, that owing to the course which 
the States would pursue, and their failure to com- 
ply with the conditions of their compacts, 
it would become so in effec’. Heart-burnings, dis- 
content, and even the danger of disunion, had been 
aliuded to as likely to flow from this measure. Mr., 
©. said, be appealed to every gentleman to say, 
whether the new States had not hitherto observed, 
their compacts with the General Government? He 
appealed to every honorable Senator, whether 
they had done any thing to warrant the insinua- 
tions that had been ultered against their good faith 
in the course of this debate? He asked on what 


‘terms the new States had been admitted into the 


Union? Go to the acts providing for their admis- 
sion, and you will find they were required to pass an 
ordinance, irrevocable without the consent of Con- 
gress, diselaiming all right and title to the waste 
and unappropriated lands ising within their limits; 
that no tax shall be imposed on lands the property 
of the United States; toat every tract of land after- 
wards sold by the Government shall remain free 
from taxation, for sny purpose whatever, for the 
term of five years from and after the respective 
days of the sale thereof and that land belonging 
to non-residents shail never be taxed. higher than 
ihoze of resident citizens, besides other condi- 
tions, which need not be recited. These, sir, 
were some of the. conditions extorted from 
them asthe price of their admission into the Unon, 
notwithstanding they were premised admission on a 
footing of perfect equaity, in all the rights of soy ëe 
reignty, freedom, and independence, “Che General 
Government retained the power io sell ihe unape 
propriated land within the Bisies, and, of course, 
virtually undertook to perfor 
was this to be done?— 
of the compact, thal i: 
ble time, and for its 


to be done in a reasona- 
fair valuc? This certainly 
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cannot be controverted; for it cannot be suppossd 
that one Government would willingly agree for its 
domain to be held exempt from taxation and im- 
provement interminably sby another. Well, sir, 
what is the fair value of property? Is it the price 
jt may possibly command a quarter or half century 
hence? ‘or is it not, as the Senator from South Ca- 
rolina [Mr. Catuoun] justly rematked, the other 
day, the price it will command in cash at the pre- 
sent? , This is the true test of value, by the com- 
mon consent of all business’ men. And has the Ge- 
neral Government performed the conditions of this 
compact according to its spirit. On the contrary, 
‘in despite of the memoridls which have been sent 
here annually for the last, twelve or fifteen years, 

, by the Legislatures and the people of the new 
States, appealing to your justice, and call- 
ing on you to fulfil your agreements, have 
not millions of acres of the most inferior qua- 
lities been held up from sale--some twenty, some 
thirty years, and some still longer—because it 
would not command the same price you receive 
for your richest alluvial soils? Yes, sir, it 
is undeniable: and, during all this time, those 
lands have remained unsettled, unimproved, un- 
productive, and exempt from taxation. Yet every 
new State has observed goed faith in the perform- 
ance of the conditions imposed on her. I am 
not aware of asingle violation on the part of any 
one of them. Isnot this a sufficient test of fidelity 
to satisfy the most incredulous and skeptical? And 
does it not afford an unquestionable guaranty that 
the same Governments will faithfully perform 
whatever they undertake? Sir, sustained by such 
facts, I feel warranted—nay I feel called upon, to 
repel the unjustifiable insinuations which have 
ben been made against them. However, to obviate 
conclusively any abjection on this ground, it has 
been suggested bya friend of the bill, [Mr. Se- 
vier,] that the 65 per cent. payable to the United 
States, shall at once be paid by the purchaser to 
to an officer of this Government. If gentlemen 
think it safer to trust individual agents, when they 
haye so often swindled us, rather than the States 
which never have, (and, I may add, never will,) be 
it so—the friends of the measure will cheerfully ac- 
quiesce in the modification, 

Bat, sir, the bill itself contains the best answer 
to this objection,and a sufficient guarantee of good 
faith, It provides, “that on a failure to comply 
with. any of the above conditions, (hose before 
enumerated,) ora violation of the same,” &c. the 
cession made to the State failing to comply, &e. 
“shall thereby be rendered null and void.” In 
this provision there is an ample remedy, even in 
the event any one of the States should tarnish her 
escutcheon by a breach of good faith. By the 
same clause it is farther declared, that “all granis 
or titles thereafter made”? by such State, shall be 
‘null and void, and of no effect whatever.” 
Henee, should such a remote contingency happen, 
as that which seems to be apprehended, the Judicia- 
ry would have jurisdiction; and could ‘peacefully 
and effectually settle the question. 

Gentlemen have objected to the inequality with 
which the benefits of this measure would be dis- 
tributed amongst the different States; and have 
have dwelt, more especially, upon the sma!l quan- 
tities of the public domain, remaining unsold 
in the States of Ohio and [ndiana, and the 
large quantities in Missouri and Arkansas: thence, 
they argue that the lattar would be vastly benefited 
while the former would be very litle. Now, sir, 
this view of the subject is evidently founded on the 
idea that the bill proposes donations and not sales 
to the States. Enough has already been said upon 
the subject to satisfy the Senate that, if the States 
gain any thing above what has been proposed 
in other schemes, it would be but a paltry diffe- 
rence, if gentlemen wish to expend their com- 
plaints and animadversions on inequalities amongst 
the States, I would turn their attention to a more 
striking class—to thoie under which the younger 
miembers of the confederacy now labor. Behold 
them, sit, not only without the power to sell the un- 
approptiated domain, but cat off from the ordinary 
soarces of revenue, without the power to tax, 
im some instances; half the lands within their 
limits. Let tuem bear in mind, too, that this state 
cf things exists under the solemn declaration by 


Congress that-they shall be, and that they have all 
been admitted upon an equal footing with the ori- 
ginal States in all. respects whatever. How long 
it will continue to exist, Heaven only knows—but 
perhaps interminably, unless the price shall “be 
graduated according to the quality of the soil. Yet, 


gentlemen on the other side consider the General , 


Government as having been wondrous kind to the 
new Slates; and one of them has illustrated his 
views by comparing the former to a kind guardian, 
and the latter as its wards. Let us test the conduct 
of the General Government by thejprinciples appli- 
cable to such a case. Suppose a guardian, having 
possession of his ward’s estate, were to require him 
to surrender a portion on his arrival at full age, as 
acondition precedent to his enjoyment of the ba- 
lance; would it not be regarded prima facie as a 
fraud? Who, as a judge or juror, would look with 
any forbearance on such a transaction? And is 
there not a strong analogy between such a case and 
the course pursued by this Government as their po- 
litical guardian toward the new Slates, upon their 
admission into the Union—when they are required 
to surrender a portion of their sovereignty, that 
they may enjoy the remainder. 

Sir, said Mr. C. one of the best features in the 
measure proposed by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, is that it goes further than any other hitherto 
offered to remove speedily the just complaint of in- 
equality, to which I have referred, and to place the 
new States, in truth and fact, somewhat on an 
equal footing with the older members of the Union. 
It is the theory of our system that the States should 
be equal in sovereignty. Under the Articles of Con- 
federation they had the same weight in Congress— 
each of them having one vote. And under the 
existing Constitution the principle has been so far 
preserved that they all stand upon a footing of per- 
fect equality in the Senate. Tt is certainly not Jess 
just that they should have equal rights of sove- 
reignty within their own limits, If they cannot be 
placed on that footing at ence, they have a right to 
claim the adoption of some measure which will 
put an end to their present inequality within a rea- 
sonable time. 

This measure should be acceptable to all parties, 
more especially to the opponents of the present Ad- 
ministration, on another ground: it will go far to 
diminish Executive patronage, against which we 
have heard such repeated denunciations for many 
years past. It will take from the Executive the 
appointment of about one hundred and twenty re- 
gisters and receivers, and six surveyors general, 
with their numerous deputies and subalierns, now 
dispersed throughout the new States, at an annual 
expense of more than three hundred thousand dol- 
Jars. Ithas been maintained that very extensive 
and dangerous influence has been exercised through 
the instrumentality of so many dependents; and 
that such might be the case, may be readily 
imagined. I hope the enemies cf Executive patron- 
age will avail themselves of this occasion to evince 
their sincerity, and vote for a proposition which 
will, to a considerable extent, remedy the evil of 
which they complain. 

The proposition of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina also challenges the support of the friends of re- 
trenchment, Independently of the large amount of 
expenditure, which I have already noticed as inci- 
dent to the district land offices, and the other ma- 
chinery at present required by the system, we 
should take into the estimate the time which is ce- 
cupied at every session of Congress in the conside- 
ration of the numerous memorials, claims, and 
other applications connected with the public 
lands. ‘Fhe committee which bad this sub- 


-ject before them at the last sessicn, supposed 


that the passage of the bili “would probably 
diminish the business of Corgress a third, or a 
fourth, and shorten the sessions in the same proper- 
tion; and, it seems to me, the experience and. cb- 
servation of every gentleman who has been here 
for the last ten or twelve years, will fully sustain that 
opinion. And, if we take the lowest estimate of 
the committee, is it not apparent that it would save 
the expenditure of several hundred thonsand dol- 
lars annually? Then, sir, it is a retrenchment med- 
sure, and we have a right to expect the support of 
all the friends of economy and reform. - . 
Sir, said Mr. C. I haye no hesitaney in givin. - 


e 
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ted to the Senate. 
cluding the public land, desire the privilege of pre- 
emption to be extended to the enterprising settler, 
who goes into thé wilderness, gives it the impress of 
civilization, and renders it productive: this bill em- 
braces ihat principle. The same people desire the 
graduation and reduetion of. the price of inferior 
lands which have been in market, and remained un- 
sold, ten, twenty, thirty, and, in some instances, forty 
years, that they may find purchasers who will im- 
prove and cultivate them, and augment the re~- 
sources of their States: that principle, too, is em- 
braced by this bill. 

They are unwilling that this Government should 
continue to be their perpetual iandlord, holding vast 
domains within their limits exempt from taxation, 
and yielding nothing for their benefit or that of the 
Union. They wish to be assured of some proba- 
ble terminination to their present state of colonial 
dependence. This measure responds to those senti- 
ments. If it should become a law, it will settle 
definitively the numerous, intricate, and perplexing 
questions, which are almost incessantly agitating 
the councils of the nation, and producing collision 
and controversy between the old and the new States. 
I submit the question to this enlightened body, 
whether such results be not desirable. The har- 
mony of the Union was one of the principal 
grounds on which the States were pressed, and 
upon which they ultimately agreed to surrender 
portions of their territorial claims. . It is a subject 
no less worthy of consideration now; and must 
ever be,so long as “the s'ablity of the general 
Confederacy” remains desirable. 

Sir, ï will detain the Senate with but one single 
further remark, Whatever may be the ultimate pur- 
pose of gentlemen, in regard to the bill offered by the 
Senator irom South Carolina, I trust they will, at 
least, prefer it to that of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, than which, in my opinion, no other mea- 
sure has ever been brought forward here more pre- 
judicial to the interests of the new States, or more 
dangerous to the welfare of the Union itself. 


SPEECH OF MR. REYNOLDS, 
“ OF ILLINOIS, 

In the House of Representatives, December 24, 1840— 
On the following instructions which he presented 
to the House: “That the Committee on the Pub- 
Jie Lands report a bill to grant prospective pre- 
emptjons ;to actual settlers, and to reduce the 
price} to /settlers according to the value of the 
land,” ie 
Mr. REYNOLDS having the flocr, said: 

Mnr. Speaker: J consider it my duty to my ‘con- 
stituents” to present this subject to the House, and 
to the people. There is no subject that is ‘so inte- 
resting to the people of Iinois, and particularly 
to the district in that State which I have the honor 
to represent, as that of the proper disposition of 
the public domain, All other subjects dwindle into 
insignificance in comparison with this; and as I am 
well acquainted with the feelings, wants, and 
wishes, of the people I represent, on this subject, I 
would be derelict in my duty to them, and be un- 
worthy of the high trust which they have reposed 
in me, were I to remain inactive on this subject at 
this or any other session of Congress. I am well 
aware that this subject, with many members in this 
House, is extremely unpopular. Many persons re- 
siding in the old Siates, and perhaps some members 
in this House, consider the public iands belonging 
to them, as much se as their own plantations on 
which they reside. To such people as these, l 
would be pleased to speak. Reason and facts 
would convince them that they are in an error. 
They are laboring under a misapprehension of the 
subject. These lands were ceded to the General 
Government at a time when the nation was em- 
barrassed with a public debt, occasioned. by the 
war of the Revolution. They were acquired prin- 
cipally to relieve the country from this embarrass- 
ment, and to settle and improve them, as other 
sections of the Union, That these lands were ac- 
quired. principally to secure the payment of the 
great national debt existing at that time against the 
Government, is established by the following resolu- 
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tion, or act of the old Congress, which passed 
April, 1784: 

“Resolved, That the same subject (the cession of 
the public lands) be again presented to the atten- 
tion of the said States—-that they be urged to consi- 
der that the war is now brought to a happy termi- 
nation, by the personal services of our soldiers, the 
supplies of property by our citizens, and loans of 
money from them, as well as foreigners. These se- 
veral creditors have a right to expect that funds 
shall be provided on which they may rely for in- 
demnification; that Congress still think that vacant 
territory is an important resource, and that there- 
fore, the said States be earnestly pressed, by imme- 
diate and liberal cessions, to forward: these neces- 
sary ends, and to promote the harmony of the 
Union.” 

This public domain was never designed by the ori- 
ginal contracting parties, or by the aets of cession, to 
become the private property of individuals or indivi- 
dualStates. They were acquired fortwo great objects; 
first, to secure the national debt, and in the next 
place to improve and settle them by the American 
people. One great object of their acquisition being 
accomplished—the payment of the national debt— 
they are now in the power of Congress to dispose 
of them as they may deem just and proper to ad- 
vance the best interests of the country. 

[Mr. Evererr having called Mr. Reynoxns to 
order, the Speaker observed that he was not out 
of order, and that he was at liberty to proceed.] 

Mr. R. said: I know well that the genileman 
from Vermont desires every thing to bein strict 
order and form. I complain not. of this. This 
exact adherence of technical order and ferm is 
born with some individuals, On those principles 
for which the gentleman professes so much attack- 
ment, I hope to be able to convince him that I am 
right, and that he will, in the end, support my pro- 
position. 3 

Mr. Speaker, I consider Iam in duty bound to 
say to the Committee on the Public Lands and to 
this House, that I mean no disrespect to the com- 
mittee by moving and advocating these instruc- 
tions. Such instructions are not uncommon. It 
frequently becomes necessary to move and adopt 
them. I deem it necessary and proper on this oc- 
casion. The Committee on Public Lands have 
had, to my knowledge, on former occasions, and 
no doubt have now, numberless memorials and re- 
solutions submitted to them on the subject of the 
public lands, and the same permitted to remain 
with them without action. 1 pretend net to say 
this will be the case at this session; yet, at any rate, 
as this is an interesting subject, I deem it my duty 
to present it to the House in this manner, and at this 
early period of the session. I have been laboring 
with assiduity to obtain an opportunity to present 
to the House a bill with the following title, to wit: 
“A bill to grant prospective pre-emptions to settlers, 
and to reduce the price of the pubiic lands to 
settlers according to the value of the lands,” 
but cannot succeed asyet. I was prevented once 
by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Barnarp.] 
This he had a right to do, and of which I complain 
not. He wishes to debate a proposition, and he can, 
as I know well, make an excellent written speech. 

These are the reasons which induced me to move 
these instructions, and which will be satisfactory, I 
hope, to the House and the committee 

There are two propositions contained in these 
instructions—one for prospective pre-emptions, and 
the other to reduce the price of the public lands to 
settlers according to the- value of the land. The 
various modes. and. manner of carrying out these 
propositions are left ta the judgment and discretion 
of the commitlee. ‘he principles of these mea- 
sures I wish to see settled at once by the House. 

It is not strange or unreasonabie that my consti- 
tuents and myself feel such a deep interes! and ex- 
treme anxiety on this subject. Suppose the oid 
Siates were prevented from taxing the soil 
within their limits, and were even compeiled 
to ask of the Congress of the United States 
permission to locate ‘a road within their limiis 
on the public lands. What would their people 
and members say on the occasion? Would not 
their members laboring under this oppression. raise 
aclamor in this Elouse, that could not, and ought 
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notto be resisteé? Suppose, by some act, I will 
not say; wise or unwise, the Bay State, for example, 
had bartered off her sovereign power to tax her soil, 
and nevertheless the laws and Constituticn of the 
country had guarantied to her at the same time 
that she should remain in the Union, “having the 
the same rights of sovereignty, freedom, and inde- 
pendence as the other States.” Under these cir- 
cumstances, would her citizens or representatives 
in Congress remain silent and satisfied spectators 
of their own dependence and vassalage? I pre- 
tend nottosay they would violate their honor and 
honesty in nullifying the act that caused their de- 
gradation; but I do say they woald try all honora- 
ble means to relieve ¿heir country from this condi- 
tion, and place themselves, as the God of nature 
had done, on an equal footing with the rest of the 
American people, and the American States. 

This equality of condition and standing with 
the original States, is all I ask for my constituents, 
and I ask it to be granted to them on honorable 
and honest principles. Their rights on this sub- 
ject are based on the fair and honest construction 
of the original cession acts, and the equitable 
and common sense understanding of the pledges 
of the General Government, given in various acts 
of Congress. 

In the cession act of Virginia is contained this 
provision: “That the States so formed shall be 
distinet Republican States, and admitted members 
of the Federal Union, having the same rights of so- 
vereignty, freedom, and independence, as the other 
States.” | 

The following is the provision contained in the 
act or “resolve” of Congress of March, 1784, to 
wit: “Which Sates shall hereafter become mem- 
bers of the Federal Union, and have the same 
rights ef sovereignty, freedom, and independence, 
as the criginal States.” 

This extraordinary provision is contained in the 
act of Congress of 18th April, 1818, authorizing 
the Territory of Illinois to form a State Govern- 
ment, to wil: “And the said State, when formed, 
shall be admittedinto the Union, on the same foor- 
ing with the original States, in all respects what- 
ever.” 

Givirg the cession act, and the several acts of 
Congress on this subject, a fair and equitable con- 
struction, what will be the conclusion? Will any 
candid man believe that the State of Virginia—a 
Siate that has been so signally characterized for her 
liberality and enlightened policy—had the least in- 
tention, at the time she made this liberal and gene- 
rous cession of the Northwestern Territory to the 
General Government, that the States formed in this 
territory should be on a dependent and different foot- 
ing with “the original States.” If the policy of 
Virgiaia had been as oppressive as that practised 
by the General Government on the new States, 
Kentucky would not yet have finished paying for 
herlands. If this were the policy, the people of 
Kentucky would have been compelled to pay for 
their lands, as those States north of the Ohio river 
have to do at this time. 

It cannot admit of a doubt, because the expres- 
sion is clear and explicit to the contrary, and the 
fair and honest construction of the ac's of Con- 
gress will also compel us to come to the same con- 
clusion. 

Itisa fundamental principle laid down by the 
most enlightened and intelligent statesmen and 
Jaw writers, thal a sovereign State or Government 
has no power to deprive itself of any of its essen- 
tial attributes of sovereignty. Any alienation of 
the sovereignty of a Government which would de- 
prive that Government of its ordirary action for the 
good of the people, would be null and vc id. Phe rights 
of eminent domain must be preserved in a State, or 
else it would cease to be a Government of such 
sovereign power as would enable it to act for the 
gcod of the people. 

The taxing power in all Governmen's is an es- 


manifestly within the above rule. The conclusion 
cannot be resisted, that any act by which a so- 
vereign State is deprived of the taxing power, is 
null and void. 

If the State of Hlinois were to levy a tax on all 
the lands within the limits of the State, the subject f 
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of the sovereignty of the State would thereby. be 
presented to this nation -in-an attitude, which, in 
my humble judgment, would secure success to the 
State. The reasonable and common sense con- 
struction of the doctrine of State rights, would al- 
so furnish an argument. in favor of the State, that 
would be unanswerable and irresistible. ;. This-ap- 
pendage to the General Governmentof our stipen~ 
dous land system, weighs like a mill stone around 
the neck of the States. It is. giving the General 
Government a patronage which ihe framers of our 
Constitution never intended; and. the sooner. the 
Government can be released from it,'on equitable 
principles, the better for the whole nation. 

Yet, notwithsianding the above, I have no idea 
that the State of Hlinois will adopt any policy in 
relation to this subject that will be harsh or uncon- 
stitutional. They have confidence in the honesty 
and integrity of the American people, and will wait. 
for the ordinary action of the Government todp 
them justice. The people of Ilinois regard the 
peace ard harmony of the Union above all earthly 
considerations, and will, under ihe influence of 
this reason, retain themselves within the bounds of 
moderation, and a proper regard for self-govern- ` 
Nevertheless, under these circumstances, 
and baving, as they believe, justice and the laws 
of the land on the side of the people, is it strange 
or unreasonable, Mr. Speaker, that they should: 
feel a great anxiety on this subject, and:shoyld de- 
sire the subject to be urged on-the consideration of 
Congress at all suitable and proper times and oc- 
casions. 

Were the people of the new States to take fire 
for their rights, as the Southerners do when an 
Abolition petition is seen within the walls of this 
Capitol, this land subject would have been settled 
long since. Were a convention of all the new 
States assembled, and make it a common cause 
among themselves as the gentleman [Mr. Prorrit 
of Indiana] suggested the other day, the subject 
would by these means be quieted down, and justice 
done us, This mode of assembling together is 
proper and constitutional; aud if justice be not done 
the new States, I hesitate not to say it will be re- 
sorted to. Yet, in Illinois, it. will be satisfactory 
to the people at the present time, as far as I am 
advised, to have the lands reduced in price accord- 
ing to their value, and sold under the prospective 
pre-emption system. 

There can be nothing more just and equitable 
for both the General and State Governments than 
the permanent establishment of prospective pre- 
emptions. In the first place, they are to be con- 
fined toa limited and small quantity of the public 
domain, to wit: ope quarter section. This quanti- 
ty will afford a man in moderate circumstances a 
small farm on which to settle himself and to raise 
his family. In the next place, it is confined to the 
actual settler and to none others. This is also just 
and proper; as the country is then settled and im- 
proved, and the public lands not squandered off to 
non-residents and speculators. And, in the third 
place, the revenue of the Government is not in- 
jared, but improved. . 

The following exhibit from the General Land 
Office shows the amount of sales from Ist July, 
1838, to 30th November, and the average price per 
acre. So it will be seen that the lands sold at a 
very small fraction more than the minimum pre.emp- 
tion price: z 

j 
Amount of acres and pur-| Avorage 
chase money from Ist Ju-price pr. 
ly, 1838, to 20th Nov. isk acre. 


Land Districts in Niinois. 


j 

Shawneetown, 163,048.85} $207,600 54) #1 27.3 
Edwardsville, es | eee E i 2; c 
Kaskaskia. 2,034.5: A i 

Pa 261,328.68| - 326,673 61! 1250 
Springfield, | 96,453:07 |: 121,170 S6] 1256 
Vandalia, 301,275.12 | 377,854 65, 1254 
Danville, i 69,269.88; - 36,692 45) 1251 
Quincy, 214,349.00! 268,202 14l" 1 25 1 
Chicago, we 393,677.49! 517,726 74, 1 34.9 
Galena, (now. Dixon,) 270,763.02 338,494 18! 1 25 0 
—— re iS ay =i 

Aggregates, 2,101,945.49 | $2,671,746 76: $1 27 1 


i 


et 


Average price per acre 
each period, 


$1 27.10 | 
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- Phe: additional settlement and improvement of 
the country by meansjof these pre-emptions, would 
increase the sales of the ‘public lands with much 
more advantage to -the revenue than the small loss 
of a fraction of a few cents per acre would injure it. 

Pre-emptions have been found just and equitable. 
The Government bas so considered it, as we sce, 
Mr. Speaker, that that policy has prevailed until it 
has ripened into a system. Yet, what is strange, 
the trouble and expense of granting temporary -pre- 
emptions havé been continued in Congress to the 
present time... ‘The prospective system which I have 
proposed in the instructions, is much better than 
the- other, in every respect. It will be, amongst 
other. things, a great saving to the Government to 
cease legislating on the subject, and at the same 
time it will secure certainty and stability to the ac- 
tual settler. The time can be allowed for one or 
two years from and after the time the improve- 
ments and settlements are made, so. that the pre- 
emptor can remain secure and in peace on his im- 
provement until the time expires. In that time, 
the cultivator will be enabled to procure the neces- 
sary amount of money to purchase his farm. This 
will increase the settlement of the country, and at 
the same time increase also the revenue arising 
from the sales of the public lands. 

Mr. Speaker, Iam astonished to find so many 
individuals in the old States, who are utterly op- 
posed to the growth.and prosperity of their younger 
sisters in the Confederacy. The whole Union 
is composed of the same common people, and each 
ought to be preud of the growth and prosperity of 
the others. This is the case of many of the liberal 
and enlightened citizens of the Union: but the cold 
and benighted policy of some is to retard and pre- 
vent the increase of wealth and population of the 
new States. They say, the new States drain the 
wealth and population from the parent stock, and 
thereby ‘become, in a short time, mighty empires. 
Moreover, the strange and unfounded assertion is 
wade, that it is by the liberal and enlightened po- 
licy of the General Government, that new States 
grow and prosper in such an unparalleled manner. 

“Mark now, how plain a tale shall put these 
assertions down.” - 

In the first place, itis true, that no country on 
the globe has prospered, and increased in wealth 
and population in such extraordinary manner, as 
the State of Illinois has done within a few years past. 
The great increase of the popular vote given at the 
Presidential election in November last, was as- 
tonishing to the. people of the State, as well as to 
those out of it. It amounted to ninety-three thou- 
sand and thirteen votes. The reason of all this is 
not what Congress has done for the State; but is to 
the action of an infinitely higher power that we 
ascribe the cause of our prosperity and happiness, 
Tt is the natural fertility of the soil, the great 
number of navigable streams surrounding and in- 
tersecting the State in all directions, and the conge- 
nial and salubrious climate of the country, that 
have all conspired to render this State the most 
desirable residence for the masses of mankind of 
apy other country on earth. I may add further, 
that our State has net only these advantages, but 
is located on the shore of one of the great inland 
seas, and has, with these facilities, the means of 
eanying her products to either the Southern or 
Northern markets in a few days, Oae more fact, 
and then the whole foundation of our growth and 
prosperity is exhibited to the world; and that is that 
“no involuntary servitade” does exist in our State, 


Tt must also be recollected that the whole valley 
of the Mississippt presents one of the largesi and 
most fertile regions of country on the globe., It is 
almost three thousand miles in diameter in every 
direction, and i's fertility unequalled. This whole 
region is fast filling up with population and wealth, 
and 'no earthly power can ariest it. The die is 
¢as!; the old States must surrender at the discretion 
of jusite? in afew years. When the cld States are 
filted'up to overflowing wita their hardy working 
population, and iheir. workshops and factories are 
crowded'so as io injure aad oppress the inmates, 


then we will’ give them ahearry welcome in the 


West, and place:them in prosperity on the patrimo- 
nial estate of the nation, -` 
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Let us turn our attention to the subject, and see 
what Congress has done for Illinois. It is true 
that Congress has been graciously pleased to permit 
us to remain in the Union; and thisis about all the 
blessings we have received, as far as my recollec- 
tion serves me, from that quarter. We-have had 
granted tous some of our own soil, which was 
appropriated either for national objects, or to en- 
hance the value of the rest of the publie lands, and 
to expedite the sales of the same. And in return, 
what have we done? The people in the West found 
the ccuntry a wilderness, inhabited and surround- 
ed by savages. With labor and hardship, perse- 
vering through, and overcoming all perils and dan- 
gers, they improved the country, and reclaimed it 
from its original wild state. This was no easy 
matter tò accomplish. Many of the best men, and 
the most choice spirits, perished in the progress of 
the work. Sickness, and the danger of the Indian 
enemy, were frequently visited on the pioneers of 
the West; and, on many occasions, death was the 
result. While the people of the West were expe- 
riencing all these hardships and privations in set- 
Uing and improving the country, the other class of 
citizens in the old S:ates was enjoying the blessings 
and luxuries of a civilized life, surrounded with all 
the comforts and enjuyments of which man is sus- 
ceptible. With our enterprise and Jabor we have 
made roads, public and private improvements 
throughout the country; so that by our work‘ 
hardships, peril, and toil, we have given to 
the public lands almost all the value they pos- 
sess. What hasbeen the consequence? Lands be- 
ing thus made valuable, were purchased with rapi- 
dity; almost all the money in circulation in the 
Siate was paid into the land offices, and scarcely 
one dollar of itever returned Very rarely has 
there been any disbursements of the public money 
on national works or otherwise in the State. 
Heavy drains of money out of the country, 
and no return, is the policy under which we have 
been laboring in Illinois for many years. It is the 
great natural advantages of the country that has 
sustained us under these circumstances, and not 
the liberality or generosity we have experienced 
from the General Government. 

The following exhibit from the General Land 
Office will show the amount of moneys received 
from the State of Illinois for the sales of the public 
lands within her limits: 

Payments into the Treasury from sales in Hli- 
nois from the commencement of the sales to 


31 Dec. 1834 - - $3,519,268 78 
1835 - - 2,461,125 03 
1836 - - 3,705,013 93 
1837 - - 1,075,239 73 
1838 - - 818,923 32 
1839 - - 1,460,523 65 


30 Sep. 1840 - s 528,883 OL 


$13 568,979 45 


The above large amount of money was paid by 
the citizens ef Illinois to sustain the Treasury ef 
the United States, where, at the same time, the ci- 
tizens ofthe old States paid not one cent into the 
Treasnry under asimilar system of taxation. We 
consider it unjust to be taxed for our lands when 
the citizens of the old States had their jands for 
little or nothizg. Nevertheless, I am not disposed 
to array in hostile attitude one section of the Union 
against another. Justice will be done us. We 
have the utmost confidence in the honesty and in- 
telligence of the American people. Time and in- 
vestigation will do justice on the occasion, and that 
is, in fact, all that wein the least desire on this or 
any other subject. 

The pre-emption laws are for the peculiar bené- 
fit of the poor man; and I hope, Mr. Speaker, that 
the party all over the Union, who have figured so 
conspicuously and with such success, in the recent 
campaign of log cabins and coon skins, will now 
come lo the relief of the tenants of log. cabins, and 
carry out in practice their. professions. In the 
heart of the city of New Orleans isa log cabin, 
decorated in the usual style, with coon skins-and a 
canoe on top; -one in Mobile, and one in this city. 
These cabins, witha thousand others over the 
Union, stand as so many monuments of professed 


friendship and attachment for the poor man. 
These demonstrations cannot be denied, and the 
poor man will expect the party who have promised 
so much in this manner, to redeem their pledges, 
A failure to perform now, in granting the pre-emp- 
tion rights, will be considered by the real log cabin 
tenants as abusing their confidence. ` 

Itis so manifestly just and right in all respects 
to grant prospective pre-emptions, that I will snbmit 
the subject to the House, and examine in a very 
brief manner the other proposition—the reduction of 
the price of the public lands according to their value. 

This proposition appears so self-evident to the 
comprehension of all mankind, and is so intimately 
connected with the plain principles. of common 
sense, which are recognised by the whole mass of 
the people, that it seems to me it needs no elucida- 
tion whatever. AllI wish is for the land to be 
sold according to its value; and that, too, to actual 
settlers in limited parcels. 

It is frequently stated that the whole country 
West is fertile, and that the minimum price is cheap 
for the worst quality of these lands. This is a mis- 
apprehension of facts. Although there are great 
quantities of good landin the West, yet in many 
of the new States and Territories there is also much 
of an inferior quality, which is almost entirely 
valueless. In some of these States and Territories, 
there are barren mountains, and in others swamps 
and inundated lands near the great rivers. These 
are not common; but when they do exist itis just 
and right that this inferior quality of land should 
be sold as well as the other, so that settlements may 
be formed throughout the whole country. To 
settle and improve the country was one of the stipu- 
lations of the Government, when it acquired this 
territory, and to carry out this policy is the honest 
performance of the contract. 

The transactions of the Government in relation 
to the public soil must be regulated by the common: 
sense course. observed amongst mankind. There 
can beno mystery or miracle practised by the Goe 
vernment so as to sell the public lands different, or 
adverse to the common sense of the people, Let 
us test the subject before us with the notions and 
actions of business men. Suppose an individual 
has articles to sell—land if you please—and he is 
in truth and in fact-desirous: to make sales, having 
need for the money, and not at all wanting the 
article which be has for sale, as it is with the 
case of the United States. After offering the arti- 
cle, or land, for a reasonable time, at public auction, 
and at private sale, and finds no purchasers, what 
does he do? It requires no book education to say 
what todo. He reduces the price, and reduces 
untila sale is effected. It is not the seller alone 
that regulates prices, it 1s the general rense of man- 
kind in relation to money, which is the standard 
that fixes the prices of all things. Therefore the 
Government alone has no power to fix an arbitra- 
ry price on the public lands higher than public 
opinion will justify, and that too under the agree. 
ment entered into at the time these lands were 
ceded to the United States. . 

It will be seen, by the following table from the 
General Land Office, the time the public lands’ 
have been in market in Illinois: 

Lands remaining unsold in Illinois on the 30th of 

June, 1840, that were brought into market, or offered 

at public sale, during the following periods, viz: 


Acres, 
From 30th June, 1805, to 30th June, 1810, 70, 

* 30th June, 1815, to 30th June, 1820, 4,210,460 
« 30th June, 182, to 30th June, 1825, 3,409,861 
“© 30th June, 1825, to 30th June, 1830, 1,034,994 
« 30th June, 1830, to 20th June, 1835, - 1,913 981 
“ 30th June, 18365, to 30th June, 1840, -~ 3,357,549 

18,997,682 


It appears from the above official statement, that 
a considerable quantity of land has remained in 
market, in Illinois, for thirty-five years. These 
lands have remained in market fer sale for more 
than half the period of our national existence, and . 
are yet “unsold in Illinois on the 30th of June, 
1840!” Is this complying with the fair and equita- 
ble understanding ef the contract made at the timé 
these lands were acquired? These lands remain in 
the hands of the Government unsettled and unim- 
proved, to the great injury of the country. > 

I may further add, that the Government stands 
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in need of: the proceeds cf the sales of these lands. 
By a fair and reasonable. reduction of the price 
these lands would sell; and thereby the Treasury of 
the United States be improved and benefited. 

In every possible bearing of this subject; and 
every consequence considered, it seems to be just 
and right to reduce the price of the publie lands to 
actual settlers, according to their quality and value. 

I pretend not, Mr. Speaker, to dictate to the 
committee, or to this House, the mode and manner 
of ascertaining the real value of these lands. There 
may be various modes adopted; but that which 
seems to me the most reasonable and practical, is 
to judge the quality and value according to the 
time the lands have been in market. Ido not ex- 
pect or solicit the indiscriminate reduction of the 
price of all the public lands before they are offered 
in market. Nordo I expect them reduced until 
they are offered tor sale during a reasonable time 
under the present system. ` 

Lam not alone in these sentiments. President 
Jackson, in his fourth annual message, delivered 
Dec. 4, 1832, presses this subject, in a very forcible 
manner, on the attention of Congress and the na» 
tion. Thesame recommendations were heariily 
followed up by Mr. Van Buren, the present Chief 
Magistrate, and urged on Congress. 

I will present to the House an extract from the 
above message of General Jackson, which will ex- 
hibit his sentiments on this subject in a very ener- 
getic manner, to wit: 

“It seems to me to be our true policy that the 
public lands shall cease, as soon as practicable, to 
be a source of revenue, and that they be sold to set- 
tlers in limited parcels, at a price barely sufficient 
to reimburse to the United States the expense of the 
present system, and.the cost arising under our In- 
dian compacts. The advantages of accurate sur- 
veys and undoubted titles, now secured to pur- 
chasers, seem to forbid the abolition of the present 
system, because none can be substituted which will 
more perfectly accomplish these important ends, 
Iris desirable, however, that inconvenient time this 
machinery be withdrawn from the States, and that 
the right of soil.and the future disposition of it, be 
opes to the States, respectively, in which it 
ies. 

“The adventurous and hardy population of the 
West, besides contributing their equal sbare of tax- 
ation under our impost system, have, in the pro- 
gress of our Government, for the lands they occu- 
py, paid into the Treasury a large portion of forty 
millions of dollars; and of the revenue received 
therefrom, but a small part has been expended 
among them. When, to the disadvantage of their 
situation in this respect, we add. the consideration 
that it is their labor alone which gives real 
value to the lands, and that the proceeds arising 
from their sale are distributed chiefly among 
States which had not originally any claim to them, 
and which have enjoyed the undivided emolument 
arising from the sale of their own lands, it cannot 
be expected that the new States will remain longer 
contenied with the present policy after the payment 
of the public debt. To avert the consequences 
which may be apprehended from this cause, to put 
an end forever to all partial and interested legisla- 
tion on this subject, and to afford to every Ameri- 
can citizen of enterprise, the opportunity of secur- 
ing an independent freehold, it seems to ma, there- 
fore, best to abandon the idea of raising a futere 
revenue out of the public lands.” 


I will also bring to the consideration of this 
House, the views of Mr, Van Buren on the subject 
of the graduation of the price of the public lends. 
They are contained in his message of the 2d De- 
cember, 1839, to wit: 

“The passage of the graduation law, with the 
guards before recommended, would also, I am 
persuaded, add considerably to the revenue for se- 
veral years, and prove, ia other respects, just and 
beneficial. 

“Your early consideration ef the subject is, 
therefore, once more earnestly requested.” 

These sentiments, bolh emanating from such 
authority, must-have great influence in the. adjust- 
ment of this question, The exalted station which 
they: both.occupied at different periods, gave them 


the opportunity to contemplate the subject with 
calm disinterestedness, and to give such judgement 
therein as will have much weight and infiuence 
with their countrymen. : 


Mr. Speaker, I believe it cannot be found in | 


the history of any nation, save that of the United 
States, where the public domain has been sold to 
the people atso high rates, as in our own country. 
Good grounds may have existed for this policy 
when we were emerging from a most severe contest 
in the Revolution, and when we were weak in 
numbers and wealth at the time we: commenced 
our national existence. These times and circum- 
stances have all passed away. This nation, in 
population andin wealth, at this time, bears no 
comparison to itself in former days. It needs no 
revenue from the public lands, but should derive 
its resources from an improved and wealthy coun- 
try. The real wealth and prosperity ef the nation 
is not found in the acres of the public lands held by 
a doubtful! title; but its real wealth and resources 
are based onan improved and cultivated country, 
inhabited by an honest and industrious popula- 


tion. This is the wealth and prosperity which 
the nation will experience, by extending to 
the West a wise and liberal policy ia the 


adjustment, and in the proper disposition of 
he public lands. So soon as these measures are 
accomplished, and the whole country in the West 
is occupied by farmers, residing on their own free- 
holds, there will exist a political millenium. After 
this subject is setiled, no commen cause of dissatis- 
faction can exist, no: any other general question 
can arise that can agitate the whole country, as 
the present subject of the public lands does, 

I sincerely hope these times may soon be expe- 
rienced in our country; and for their advancement, 
and their happy consummation, I depend on the 
good sense and honesty of the American people. 

A dccisive vote of this House approving of these 
instructions, would be a considerable step towards 
the proper and equitable adjustment of this ques- 
tion, and be hailed in my district in Hlinois, as the 
harbinger 6f good times and good feelings. 


SPEECH OF MR. TURNEY, 
OF TENNESSEE, 

In the House of Representatives, January 15, 1841— 
In Committee of the Whole, on a bil] for the re- 
lief of Nathaniel Goddard, Thomas H. Perkins, 
and others. 

Mr. Cuainman: The gentleman from Massachu- 
setis [Mr. SaLTInsTaLL] the other day, whea I in- 
quired of him respecting ene of the petitioners, 
Thomas H. Perkins, seemed to deny my right to do 
so, and doubted the propriety of answering my in- 
quiry, on the ground that it was irrelevant to the 
case, and improper in itself, and that his answer 
could not and ought not to have any influence up- 
onthe question. In order that the House may 
judge of the relevancy and propriety of my ques- 
tion, I willread from the Intelligencer the ques- 
tion I propounded, and his answer, as they are re- 
ported in that paper: 

“Mr. 'TurNey rose, and said he wished Mr. SaLtonsTacu to 
inform him whether the Thomas H. Perkius, who appears to 
be one of the parties interesied in this bill, was ithe same Thos. 
If. Perkins who was one ofa committee sent by the Hartfard 
Convention to Washington, in 1814, toask Mr. Madison to re- 
sign the Presidency of the United States. 

“Mr. SALTonSTALL said he did notrecognise the. right of the 


gentleman to put such a question; nor was he certain that he 
ought to answer it; it was irrelevant to the case, and improper 


- in itself, and the answer toit could not properly have, and ougtit 


notto have, any isfluenceon the quesiion before the House. 
This ftouse, the country, and the gentleman himself, knew 
vesy well who Thomas il. Perkins was. The Thomas H. 
Perkins who is a party in’ the present claim is, probably, the 
Thomas Ii. Perkins alluded to by the gentlemar; but he was 
as pure, as virtuous, as honorable, es highminded, and as patri- 
otic a man asthe country contained.” 3 
Now, I submit to the House whether this in- 
quiry was sot relevant and proper, and whether 
the answer of the gentleman does not elucidate 
the merits of the question before the House. What 
is the question? It is, as I understand it, that, not- 
withs'anding the ship Ariadne had violated the laws 
of the United States in having on boarda British 
license; and was therefore legally and rightfully 
condemned, yet the petitioners claim that the 
amount of the forfeiture accruing to the Govern- 


ment for the vessel and her cargo ought to be ré-- 
funded to them, because the petitioners were igne- 
rant of the law, and acted in good: faith to the Go-. 
vernment. If this were true, there would be some - 
equity inthe claim. To establish these facts, the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Sekarant] and 
the chairman of the Committee of Claims [Mre © 
Rosset] and, also, the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts {Mr. SALTONSTALL}] all directed the whole 

force of their arguments. Whether they succeed- 

ed in convincing the House, I am unable to tell; 

but I-can say, that they did not satisfy me. How 

are we to ascertain whether the petitioners had a 

knowledge of the laws? And how are we toar- 

rive at their intentions in violating those laws? 

The fact is not only proven, but admitted by the 
petitioners themselves, that the ship and cargo had 
been forfeited by its owners, and legally and pro- 
perly condemned. Further, the fact that Cadiz, 
the Spanish port to which the ship was bound, 
was known to be in possessicn of the British, 
has not, and, I presume, will not be denied. 
That this cargo of flour was used by the British 
forces, ata time when there was a war between 
England and the United States. If this flour was 
furnished to the British with a full knowledge of 
the existence of the war, and with an intention to 
aid and assist theenemy, it was treason against our 
Government, for which the petitioners, instead. of 
being relieved by the passage of this bill, deserved 
to be hung until they were dead., Then, sir, the 
intention with which the petitioners carried on this 
il'egal trade with a hostile nation, becomes a most 

important inquiry in the consideration of this bill. 
The acts of men serve as an index to their secret 
thoughts and designs. If the petitioners were 
shown to be patriotic friends of their country in the 
prosecution of the war of 1812, it would go far to 
prove the absence of a criminal intext in prose- 
cuting their commercial transactions. Bat if, en 
the contrary, it should be shown that they were in 
the constant habit of affording to the enemy all the 
aid and assistance in their power, it would, in my 
judgment, be conclusive evidence of treason. . The. 
object of my inquiry was to ascertain whether Per- 
kins (one of the petitioners) supported his Govern. 
ment during the war, or whether he wasin any wise’ 
connected or identified with the Hartford Conven- 

tion. 


It having an important bearing on the merits of 
the question now before the House, I wished to 
know whether hesanctioned or approved the treason- 
able designs and proceedings of this ever memora- 
bie convention. If so, and I expect to prove it be- 
fore I take my seat, iastead of regarding him “as 
pure, as virtuous, as honorable and as highminded, 
and as patriotic a man as the country contained,” I 
shall not hesitate to denounce him as a‘traitor to 
American liberty, and not entitled to sympathy or 
relief from freemen. i 

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. SaLToNSTALL] admits that one of the pe- 
titioners is the identical Thomas H, Perkins who 
was of the committee sent to this city in 1814 by 
the Hartford Convention, to ask Mr. Madison to 
resign the office of President of the United States. 
Now, sir, before I inquire into the merits of that 
famous convention cf which Mr. Perkins was the 
zdvocate, and afterwards one of its missionaries to 
Washington, I propose to examine the part he took 
in the earlier stages of the war. I think I shall be 
able to show that he was virtually eagaged in a 
conspiracy against his Government from the begin- 
ning of the war to the time that the news reached 
bim of the treaty of peace, and the no doubt still 
more unwelcome news to him, the overthrow of 
his British friends at New Orleans. Here let me 
remark that this news rezched him, while acting as 
minister plenipotentiary of the Hartford Conven- 
tion. [now hold in my hand a document, the 
title of which is ““Wuhicery is FEDERALISM,” pre- 
pared with great care and accuracy by two highly 
respeciable gentlemen of Massachusetts, for which 
they are entitled to the thanks and gratitude of 
their countrymen, and I now sincerely tender 
minc;.they ate Charles G. Greene and B, F. Hal- 
lett, esgs: Feo this document, I hope to establish, 

to the satisfaction of this House, that Mr. Perkins 
: is one of the last men in the Union who should ask 
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or expect to receive any favors at the hands of his 
country, Iwill call your attention, sir, to the fol. 
lowing paragraph: < ` 

“In. the- Massachusetts Senate, October 8th, 1814, Harrison 
‘Gray Otis reported the bill for the Hartford Convention, which 
was carried, 22 to 12. Its principal advocates wore essts. 
Otis, Quincy, and White, all now Whigs. Of those who voted 
for it, there are now living Josiah Quincy, President of Har- 
yard University, Jarrison Gray Otis, Tomas H. PERKINS, 
and Daniel Sergeant, of Boston” 


. Here, sit, we find. Mr. Perkins, in the Senate of 
the Siate of Massachusetts, voting for the Hart- 
ford Convention. The objecis and design cf that 
convention I: will show. before I shall resume my 
Seat; for the present, I will proeeed with Mr. Per- 
kins. We next. find him votiog fora resolution 
which declared, that in a war like the present, 
(1812,) waged without justifiable cause, it was not 
becoming a moral and religious people to express 
any approbation ef military exploits. Sir, he did 
not stop at this: he went further, and voted for a 
report of a commiltee, which isas follows: 

“The resolve of the 13th of June is in itself highly correet 
and expedient to form the grounds of constitutional opposition 
and patriotic discouragement to the prosecution of the war. 

“This passed, 20 to 8; and the survivors who voted for it 
were Josish Quincy, Zhomas Ef, Perkins, Sarauel Putnam, 
Silas Holman, Daniel A, White, 8. C. Alien, Solomon Strong, 
Nahum Mitchell, and James Richardson, of Dedham—all but 
Mr. Allen prominent Harrison men, and all now holding Whig 
State offices, three of theni being judges in the land,” 

The sentiment expressed in this report is, that it 
is constitulional to oppose, aud patriotic to dis- 
courage, the prosecution of the war-—a high-toned 
Federal sentiment—it is even more—it is the senti- 
ment ofa Tory. This is Federal patriotism for 
you, and I am free to admit that Mr. Perkins has 
as much of that kind of patriotism as any man in 
the whole country. Yes, sir, to oppose the prese- 
cution of the war was considered constitutional and 
patriotic—it was so established by the Federal par- 
ty in their legislative enactments of the State of 
Massachusetis—and it is no doubt the kind of pa» 
triotism to which the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts alludes in his eulogium on the character of 
Mr. Perkins; if so, I think it well bestowed. Even 
after the war was over, so late as 1824, when there 
was scarcely a division of opinion in regard to the 
war, Mr. Perkins’s patyiotisnn remained the same as 
it was when he sailed his vessel under a. British li- 
cense, Itwasin that year that the Democratic 
party electted a majority of the members of the 
Legislature of Massachusetts, and an attempt was 
made to relieve the journal of those disgracefal 
resolves which nad been placed upon it eleven 
years before. A few lines read from this valuable 
document, will show the part Mr. Perkins acted: 

January 17, 1824, “Phat the resolve of the 1th of Jane, 1813 


and the preanble thereon, be, awl the same are hereby EX. 
PUNGED from the jonrnats of the Sonate,” 
Phe suevivors who voted against the expunging, are Thomas 


FL Perkins and Voter O., Brooks of Boston, 

Here, sir, we see that Mr. Perkins acted in ac- 
cordance with his old Federal feelings and princi- 
ples. La opposition to the Democratic party in the 
effort to expunge the disgraceful resolution that it 
was unbecoming a moral and religious pcople to 
rejoice at their country’s victories, he, troe to the 
Federal party, and uncompromising in his hostility 
to the Republican measares of the Government, 
reiterated one of the most odious seutimenis that 
ever received the sanction of legislative enactment 
in this country. Yes, sir, in the whole of his ca- 
reer, so far as the history of the times brings it to 
my view, he has been unifcrm and consistent in 
oppoving the best interests of his country, [Te was 
at first kind and liberal in supplying the British 
with provisions in direct violation of the laws of the 
United Siates; and in the next place aided aad 
abetted the treasonable assemblages at Hart- 
ford, in their usholy efforts to destroy the 
Government. Ye: we are told by the gen- 
teman from Massachusetts, [Mr. SALTON- 
STALL] that Mr. Perkins is as patriotic as any 
man io the country! The genileman must 
mean in the whole country of Massachusetts, and 
with particular reference to the Federal partyin 
that State; for I am certain that his remark would 
not apply to Teanessee. Nor do I imagine that 
any person in the State of Massachusetis would 
endorse the eulogy. which has been pronounced 
upon Mr. Perkins on this floor, unless it be by 
those whose opinions corresponded with those who 


voted for the resolutions which declared it constitu- 
tional to oppose, and patriotic to discourage, the 
pros:cution of the war. In this kind of patriotism 
I am free to admit that Mr. Perkins has few rivals 
of equal pretensions. 

I will prove to the House that it was not only 
held to be patriotic to supply the enemy with money 
and provisions, and every other aid and assistance 
which could be afforded, but it was regarded by 
the patriots of the Federal school as disgraceful 
and infamous to afford aid to the Government in 
prosecuting the war. I will read the proof of this. 

{Here Mr. Torney read from the Olive Branch 
as follows:] 

“At this awful moment the diorganizing, the Jacobinical idea 
was not unfrequently advanced in our coffee houses and in our 
streets, that the war having been begun by the Democrats, they 
must carry iton; that they had no right to call on the Federal 
ists for assistance, which ‘the latter ought not to afford; that if 
the Democrats compromitted the bonor and interest of their 
country by dishonorable peace, the Federalists should take the 
power out of their hands, and then contend for the violated ho- 
nor and dignity of the country; that the British eould not, nor 
consistently with a regard to their honor, ought they to treat 
with Mr, Madison, who should be compelled to resign; with a 
vast variety of the same patriotic doctrines, whieh were public- 
ly promulgated in some of our newspapers. Atthe same time 
a few desperate men were preparing to add to the general dis. 
tress and difficulty by a dissolution of the Union,” 


Sir, this needs no elaborate comment from me. 
It was asserted to be a war commenced by the De- 
mocrats, that the Democrats should carry it on, and 
that they had no right to call on the Federalisis for 
assistance, and that none ought to be afforded by 
the latter. Thus, according to the Federal creed, it 
was not a national, but a Democratic war; and 
pursuing the same mode of reasoning, it was pa- 
triotic in the Federalists to refuse lending money to 
Government, and to discourage enlistments of men 
to prosecute the war. Perhaps, under patriotism of 
this kind, a justification could be found fer supply- 
ing the enemy with provisions. Sir, there is another 
idea expressed ig this extract, which strikes my mind 
with great force; it is what the “British could. not, 
nor, consistently with a regard to their honor, ought 
they to treat with Mr. Madison, who should be 
compelled to resign.” Why could they not con- 
sistently with their honor, treat with Mr. Madison? 
and why should he be compelled to resign? Was 
it because they had entered into treaty, alliance, or 
engagement with the Federal party of the United 
States, wherein they had promised or agreed not to 
treat with Mr. Madison? er bad they promised or 
agreed to assist the British in forcing him to resign, 
i| and which the Hartford Convention attempted to 
execule by sending a committee, of which Mr. Per- 
kins was one, to demand the resignation of the Pre- 
sidem? Was it theobject and intentions of the high 
contracting parties in*fureing Mr. Madison to resign, 
lo place the Federal party in power in order that 
i| they might so change and remodel our form uf Go- 
i| Vernment so as to make it meet the views of the 
Federalists and tho British? How was Mr. Madi- 
son to be foreed to resign? Was it to be done by 
the British bayone’, sustained and supported by the 
Federal party of the United States? If this was 
not the unders'anding between the contracting par- 
lies, the gentleman from Massachusetts {Mr. Sau- 
TONSTALL] or some cther Federalist can inform us 
what it was. Iwill not dwell longer on this pēs- 
sage; the evidence is stronger and more vonclasive 
than avy argument I can adduce, I will now read 
another extract from the same book, page 312: 


“Men inthe moral and religieus’ town of Boston are obliged 
to lend their money to their own Government by stealth, But 
in the face of day, within the knowledge ofa whole community, 
they send specie to the common enemy; can hwman nature 
i} sink lower? They are ‘too moral and too religious? to rejoice 
at the victories oftheir fetlow-citizens; but they are neither “too 
|; moral, ver toe religious’ to aid the enemy to victory. Au age 
|| of penitence in sackcloth and ashes would not efface this foul 
blot from the escutcheon of Boston.” 

This, sir, is a sample of the Federal patriotism— 
constitutional and patriotic, agreeable to legislative 
enactments of the State of Massachusetts to which 
I have referred. I will not consume more of your 
time in reading from this volume to prove the op- 
position of the Federalists to the war, and having 
shown that during that gloomy poriod they were 
engaged in supplying the enemy with money and 
provisions, I shall turn my attention to Mr. Per- 
kins-and the Hartford Convention; the part he 
teok in getting up that Convention, and his en- 
deavors to enforce iis resolves. 
| show the objects and designs of its authors. 


Turney. 


It remains to` 
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[Here Mr. T. was interrupted by Mr. Win. 
THROP of. Massachutsetts, who called him to 
order, alleging that it- was out of order. to dis» 
cuss the merits of the Hartford Convention 
on this bill; but the Cuain decided that Mr. Tur- 
NEY was in order. Mr. Turney then proceed- 
ed, when he was again called to order for the same 
cause. The Cram adhered to its former decision, 
from which an appeal was taken; when a number 
of Whig members alleged that it was out of order 
to discuss the merits of the Hartford Convention on 
this bill, Mr. Carneun of Massachusetts then 
rose and requested his colleague to withdraw his 
appeal, remarking that the discussion was out of 
order, but he hoped that the appeal would be with- 
drawn, and Mr. Turney permitted to conclude his 
Speech; and he expressed the further hope that none 
of his colleagues would reply to it. The appeal 
was then withdrawn, and Mr. Turney proceeded.} 

Mr. Chairman, is it not remarkable that I am sò 
often interrupted by gentlemen in calling me to or- 
der? and is it not more remarkable. still, that in 
every instance it is done by the Whig members of 
this Flouse. Why is this? Have I attempted to 
discuss party politics? Have I not confined my Te- 
marks to the merits of this bill? Why are the Whig 
members so exceedingly sensitive whenever the 
subject of the Hartford Convention is mentioned? 
Why shrink from this investigation? Is it because 
they shudder at the conduct of their own party, or 
is it because they are apprehensive that the identity 
will be shown and expressed of the modern Whigs 
with the old Federal party, as it easily can be, and 
often has been done} Where were the old Fede- 
ralists in the fate Presidential election? Were they 
not all good and tree Harrison Whigs! Mr. 
Perkins voted for Harrison; the old Hartford Con- 
vention Federalists voted for Harrison, and they 
are now the leaders of the Whig party coming 
into power. They do not desire that the people should 
know this, and hence their great uneasiness, when- 
ever the subject is mentioned. On the contrary, it 
isa part of their system to conceal their real de- 
s'gns, just as they did during the war; for exposure 
is certain defeat to their party. Sir, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. CaLioun] hopes that my 
speech will not be replied to; no doubt of it; be- 
cause he knows that my facts cannot be con- 
troverted, and that the conduct of his party is in- 
defensible. An attempt to reply would confirm 
my facts and give strength to my arguments: he is 
therefore right in requesting his colleagues to be 
silent. Now, sir, I will proceed to show the objects 
and designs of the Hartford Convention; in doing 
which] will not ask the House to take my state- 
ments, but will rely upon the proof of others. I 
will now read a letter of Mr. Aaron Wallis, who 
is vouched for asa gentleman of high respectabi- 
lity, and a worthy member of the church. 

Here Mr. Tuanxry read as follows: 


“Sir: After perusing Mr. Parmenter's speech, in relation to 
the Hartford Convention, I find a very important’ part omitted 
viz: the view the British took of their assembling together, 

“Being at that time at Halifax, a prisoner of war, at work, 
with John Shatswell, of Salem, and Alexander Black, of New 
York, in the _Kmg’s Store, on the north side of tho Parade, at 
Melville Island, in the winter of 1814, one Major Nickholds, or 
Nichols, of the 90th or 92d regiment, (I think the 92d,) acting, as 
was said, as assistant quartermaster general of his majesty’s 
forces at Halifax, came on to the island about 2 o’clock, p. m. 
After transactiug some business with the royal artilleryman, 
with relation to the telegraphic flags, &c. he came into the store, 
where Shatswell and myself were making a chest of drawers, 
and Black a sleigh, all for Captain Cutchett, of the royal navy, 
the transport agent for prisoners, and said, ‘Well, boys, what are 
youat? ‘at work for the agent, sir.’ ` After inquiring as to our 
fare, treatment, &c, he said, ‘Well, boys, where do you belong? 
Shatswell and myself hailed from Salem, and Black from New 
York. ‘How long have you been here? We answered accord- 
ing totime; when he immediately said to Shatswell and myself, 
that we should be sent home in a few days, as the Nantucket 
men had been. Wo inquired the cause; and he immediately 
stated, that ‘a convention of delegates from the New England 
States meet this day at Hartford, for the purpose of withdraw- 
ing from the Union, and declaring their neutrality, when all the 
New Eogland men will be sent home, as the Nantucket men 
have been, immediately.’ + 

“We made inquiry how this was to be bronght about; andthe 
replied, ‘The whole has been arranged. ‘The fleet in Boston Bay 
will watch a favorable wind, and appear off the light, when the 
troops at South Boston will take np their line of march through 
Boston for Charlestown, ostensibly for the protection of the 
navy yard, but in fact to prevent Commodore Bainbridge from 
shedding blood. The fleetwill sail up past the Castle, without firing 
a gun; and the troops at Charlestown will immediately march 
into the navy yard; and the choice officers, already selected, 
Will surround Commodore Bainbridge, and say to him, Sir, do 
yourselfno harm; you must not burn powder this da and no 
one will hurt you.” The fleet will anchor of Long Wharf, and 
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ali will be quiet immediately, as the naval commander has his 
orders to place Harrison Gray Otis at the head of affairs, until 
the pleasure of the Prince Regent is known. All this has been 
arranged among the leading men, but will not be made public 
until the fleet anchors off Long Wharf.’ 

ha. Black inquired, ‘what will you do with me? ‘As you be- 
long to New York, you must ride it out; we shall not go to New 
¥ork—only to the New England States.’ ‘By God,’ said Black, 
tit had better not go there; you will find old Tompkins at 

ome ? 

“So sanguine was Major “Nickholds of the success of the 
whole plot, that he declared his belief that the five-striped flag 
would fly at the State-house in less than one fortnight. He fur- 
ther stated that we should know all about in in a few days, as 
agun-brig or sloop-of-war, (I think a gun-brig,). had sailed for 
Castine, a week ago, to fetch down the news, and would be back 
shortly, when we should know all about it. 

“Sir, when you were at Ipswich, last fall, Istated to you that 
I supposed I was in possession of some facts in relation to the 
Hartford Convention that I was desirous of making known, but 
dared not, for fear of the consequences to my family. The 
above are the facts alluded to at that time. They are now at 
your disposal, provided you work them into the history of our 
country, where they belong. 

“Your obedient servant, m ; 
“AARON WALLIS. 
“To B. F. HALLETT, esq. 
“Ieswicn, June 24, 1810.” 


Sir, does not this letter prove a settled. purpose 
and systematic plan of the Federal party to dissolve 
the Union, and trample under foot the fairest fa- 
brie of human liberty ever conceived by man? Can 
any one doubt it? It may be said by some sceptic, 
who is either unwilling to believe, or is fearful that 
the people will see into the unhallowed objects of 
the Federal party, that this is only the statement of 
Mr. Wallis, and that they will not, and ought not, 
to condemn the whole party on the testimony of a 
single witness. Sir, this would be enough; but I 
will go further, and sweep from under them even 
this flimsy defence. I have abundance of testimony 
yet to submit, which corroborates the statements of 
Mr. Wallis, and testimony, too, whichI do not 
suppose that any will dare to question. . I will now 
read an extract from the British United Service 
Journal of May, 1840: 


“Among the many dangers to which the American Republic 
must always be exposed in a war with Great Britain, not the 
least is that-of.a split among themselyes, and consequent break 
up oftheir Federal Union. "Phe slave question is a wedge strong. 
enough to effect this at any time; but we could employ another 
nearly as powerful.” 

After stating that the Western States were in favor of the war, 
the British writer adds: 

“Not so with the New Englanders: they, on the contrary, be- 
gan to cast about ta sea how they could best extricate them. 
selves from the strait to which the mad pelicy of Mr. Madison 
and the General Government had driven them, The inhabitants 
of the island of Nantucket made an overture to our comman- 
der-in-chief to remain perfectly neutral during the war, exclud- 
ing the armed vessels of both belligerants from their harbors; 
whilst in another quarter, a far more extensive scheme of ‘nul- 
lification’ was seriously set on foot, and began to make a rapid 
progress amongst some of the most respectable and influential 
inhabitants of New England.” 

“With these originated the Hartford Convention; and the object 
of that body, the British writer says: i 

“Was to separate the Northern and Eastern from the South- 
ern and Western States, to establish a limited monarchy in ihe 
first named Siates, placing one of our princes of the blood on the 
throne, and strengthening the new transatlantic kingdom by an 
alliance offensive and defensive with England. The treaty at 
Ghent put a stop to the correspondence, which was in active 
progress on this subject; but that correspondence is still in ex- 
istence, and however improbable it may appear io Yankee 
pride, were a war to break out again between us, something 
similar would occur before the ‘United States’ were two years 
older. The destruction of the public buildings at the nominal 
seat of the Federal Government, it was conceived would indi- 
rectly, if not directly, forward the views of the New England se- 
paratists.” ’— United Service Journal of May, 1840. 


Sir, I will not offer one word of comment on this 
proof, which is so conclusive in itself that any 
comment of mine would enly tend to mystify that 
which is of itself clear and certain. I will only 
add that this proof corroborates and sustains the 
statement of Mr. Wallis; and now I will proceed 
with my proofs, The next thing is the instructions 
of Governor Craig to the celebrated John Henry, 
and Mr. Henry’s letter to the Governor, and which 
are as follows: 


“Governor Craig's instructions to Henry, dated 
Quezec, February, 1809. 

“I request you to proceed with the earliest conveyance to 
Boston—obtain accurate information. The wealth of Massa- 
chusetts—the number of its inhabitants—the known intelli- 
gence and ability of several of its leading men, must give it a 
considerable influence over the other Eastern States, and will 
probably lead them in the part they are to take. Your judg- 
ment and connections there will guide you. 

“I use general terms in describing the objectinview. It has 
heen supposed, that if the Federalists of the Eastern States 
should be successful, and obtain the decided ‘influence which 
may enable them to direct the public opinion, it is not improba- 
ble that, rather than submit, they will exert that influence to 
pring about a separation from the general Union. How far, m 
such an ‘attempt, will they look to England for assistance, or 
pe disposed to enter into a-connection with us! nee 

“You ate not to appear as an avowed agent--continue to ob- 
Ain an intimacy with the leaders, and cautiously advise them, 


_ passes such high wrought eulogiums. 


that if they wish toenter into any communication with this Go- 
vernment, you will transmit it to me.” 

Henry, in his letter to his employer, thas described, in 1809, 
what actually was begun, and, but for the -peace, would have 
been consummated in 1815. 

4 “Boston, March 6, 1809. 


“I have already given a decided opinion that a declaration of 
war isnot to be expected; but, contrary to all reasonable caleu- 
lation, should Congress possess spirit and independence enough 
to place their popularity in jeopardy by so strong a measure, 
THE LEGISLATURE OF MASSACHUSETTS WILL GIVE 
THE TONE TO THE NEIGHBORING, STATES; WILL 
DECLARE ITSELF PERMANENT UNTIL A NEW ELEC. 
TION OF MEMBERS; INVITE A CONGRESS, TO BE 
COMPOSED OF DELEGATES FROM THE FEDERAL 
STATES, AND ERECT A SEPARATE GOVERNMENT 
EOR THEIR COMMON INTEREST. A. B” 


Thus it seems that the treasonable plans of the 
Federal party bad been so far matured, that the 
British Government had a secret agent in the 
United States as early as 1809, aiding and assisting 
the Federal party in devising and executing the 
plan of not only the dissolution of the Union, but 
the establishment upon its ruins of a monarchcial 
form of Government. This is not all the evidence 
I shall submit. I have reserved for the last, what 
no Whig in this House will dare to callin ques- 
tion; I allude to a letter written by the honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Anams.] It 
is dated in 1828: 

: Extract from Mr. Adams's letter. 

“It was in those letters of 1808 and 1609, that I mentioned the 
design of certain Jeaders of the Federal party, and the establish- 
met of a Northern confederacy, dc, 

“This plan was so far matured, that the proposal had been 
made to an individual, atthe proper time, to be placed at the 
head of the military movement which, it was foreseen, would be 
necessary for varrying it into execution. 

“The interposition of a kind Providence averted the most de- 
plorable of catastrophes, and turning over tothe receptacle of 
things lost upon earth, the adjourned convention from Hartford 
to Boston, extinguished (by the mercy of Heaven, may it be 
forever !) the projected New England confederacy.” 

Now, sir, you have the object and designs of the 
Hariford Convention portrayed in language not to 
be misunderstood, and from the highest sources of 
authority. After producing as much of such evi- 
dence as that which I have read to the House, it 
can scarcely be deemed necessary for me to repeat 
that the design of the projectors of the Hartford Con- 
vention, and of those who participated in it, was 
the cestruction of our present form of Government 
and the substitution of a monarchy. Sir, I would 
ask where are the surviving friends of the Hartford 
Convention? They are to be found in the ranks of 
the modern Whigs. Ask Harrison Gray Oiis, 
Thomas H. Perkins, or any of their associates 
during the last war, who they supported in the late 
Presidential contest? My word for it, they will tell 
you that they voted the Whig ticket. Such men as 
those I have just mentioned, compose the leaders of 
the modern Whig party—they put General Harri- 
son into nominauen, and by means which I shall 
not stop to discuss, have elevated him to power; 
and by virtue of his elevation, we need not be sur- 
prised if the Hartford Conventionist:, under the 
next Administration, should be the most conspicn- 
ous persons and leaders. It is upon such men the 
gentleman from Massachusstts [Mr. BALTONSTALL] 
But to the 
bill. Did Mr. Perkins know that this cargo of 
four was intended to feed the British forces? What 
did the public prints of that day say on the subject? 
To show you, I will read a paragraph from Niles’s 
Register, publssed in 1812: 

“In twelve months, the United States sent to Spain and Por- 
tugal to supply the British and allied armies, &c. 7,000,000 bbis. 
of flour. The editor ofa British paper makes the supply 
hereafter a matter for ‘seridus cousideration,’ having heard of 
ourembargo. ‘This.‘serious consideration’ will become mach 
more serious when the news of war reaches England, uniess, 
indeed, the British Ministry should pursue the kind policy thai 
some of their friends in the United States have already proposed 
to adopt, which isof granting licenses to American vessels to 
carry provisions to those countries; provided always, nevarthe- 
less, the Government and people of the United States shal! 
generously agree to nourish their enemies, and prolong the 
war, for the mere pleasure of fighting.” j 

Was it the object of the owners of the Ariadne 
to supply the British forces with provisions? If a 
doubt remains of this being the object of the peti- 
tioners, I think it will be dissipated oa reading the 
B-itish license which was found on board at the 
time the ship was captured. I will read it to the 
House; it forms a part of the report of the com- 
mittee upon this claim: 

“To the commanders of any of his Mujesty’s ships of war or 
private armed vessels belonging to subjects ef his Ma- 
jesty: 
1Whereas, from a consideration of the great importance of 

continuing a regular supply of flour and other dry provisions to 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. = 98 
Relief of Nathaniel Goddard and others—Mr. Turney. . : 


Hi. of Reps. 


the ports of Spain and Portugal, ichas been deemed expedient 
by his Majesty’s Government, that, notwithstanding tlie. hostis 
lities now existing between Great Britain and the Dnited States 
of America, every protection and encouragement, should: be 
given to American vessels laden with flour and other dry provi- 
sions, and bound to the ports of Spain and Portugal; and, 
whereas, in furtherance of these views of his Majesty’s Govèrn. 
ment, and for other purposes, Herbert Sawyer, esq. vice admi-: 
ral and: commiander-in-chief of his Majesty’s squadron on the 
Halifax station, has directed to mea letter, under date of the 5th 
of August, 1812, (a copy whereof is hereunto annexed,) and 
wherein I am instructed to furnish a copy of his letter, under 


my consular seal, to every American vessel so laden and bound, 
either to any Portuguese or Spanish ports, and which is design: 
ed asa safeguard and protection to such vessel, in the prosecu- 
tion of such voyage: now, therefore, in pursuance of these in: 
structions, I have granted unto the American ship Ariadne, 
Bartlett Holmes, master, bucthen three hundred and etzhty-two 
and two ninety fifths ofa ton, now lying ia the harbor of Alex- 
andria, laden with flour, and boundto Cadiz or Lisbon, the an- 
nexed document to avail only for a direct voyage to Cadiz ‘or 
Lisbon, and back to the United States of America, Requesting 
ail officers commanding nis Majesty’s ships of war, or private 
armed vessels belonging to subjects of his Majesty, not only to 
suffer the said ship Ariadne to pass without any molestation, 
but also to extend to her all due assistance. and protection in 
the prosecution of her voyage to Cadiz or Lisbon, and on her 
return thence, laden with such other merchandise tothe nett 
amount of her outward cargo, orin ballast only. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at Boston, this fifth 
[u. 8] day of September, A. D. eighteen hundred and twelve.. 

ANDREW ALLEN, je. 
Tis Majesty’s Consul.” 


Now, sir, I have submitted to the House all the 
facts and circums'ances in this case, vpon which 'it 
seems to me that there scarcely can be a doubt as. 
to the character of the traffic and intercourse which 
the British license itself informs us that it was the 
great importance of obtaining supplies of provi» 
sions which induced the British Government .to 
grant such a safeguard to American vessels. Of 
what then were the detitioners ignorant? Was it 
of the fact that the law prohibited it} Did they 
not know it was wrong in itself to supply the ene- 
my of their country. with provisions? Whether 
the law prohibited it or not, they knew that it 
was aiding an enemy to defeat their own country- 
men. Surely they were not so ignorant as all this. 
No, sir, they wereacting upon the principle or their 
party—that it was right and praiseworthy to aid 
and assist the enemys and infamous to support. 
their own Government. 

Mr, Chairman, I am much astonished that any: 
committee of ‘this House could be induced to re- 
port and recommend the passage of this- bill, ‘while 
those who really fought for their country are de- 
nied payment for their horses lost in the public ser- 
vice. Yet, with this denial of justice staring us in 
the face, we are called upon to reward not only 
traitors in feeling, but those who availed themselves 
ofta British protection to aid and assist an ene- 
my in time of war! Iam the more astonished at 
this when I reflect upon the difficulties existing at 
this moment—we are now threatened. with another 
war with England; and judging irom the past, we 
might again expectto see these same patriotic men, 
and all who would be inuflenced by their example, 
engsging in the old trade of supplying the enemy 
with money and provisions; and if you succeed in 
detecting their treasonabie practices, they will 
again ask you to remit the penalty, quoting this 
case asa precedent. For one, I will never give my 
assent to the passage of this bill. No, sir; never. 


To prove that the Federal party, which is coming 
into power by the election of Ger. Harrison under 
the revered but delusive name of Whig, and to 
show that the change cf name from Federalist to 
that of Whiz, was a mere device to resuscitate the 
oid Federal party, and bring it into power, I have 
thought it advisable to publish the annexed extracts 
as an appendix to my speech: i 
x In 1812,ata Federal convention held in Brentwood, Mr. Web- 
ster reported resolutions justifymg the public enemy, and con: 
demning his own Government. y 

While in Congress, he opposed the war at every step. Among 
volumes of speeches, denouncing the war and the Administra- 
tion, he said: 

“Utterly astonished at the declaration of war, Ihave been sur. 
prised at nothing since. I saw how it would be prosecuted 
when I saw how it was begun. There is an unchangeable rela- 
tion between rash councils and feeble execution.” — 

“They (the Federatists).know the limit of constitutional op- 
position. Up to that limitthey will walk, and waik fearless- 
i yi?) 

He thus exulted at the defeat of our arms and the murderous 
inroads of the savages: .._. a 

“This is not the entertainment to which we were invited. 
We are told that. these disappointments are ewing to the 
opposition, which the war encounters. ‘Phisis no new. strain. 
k isthe constant tune of every weak or wicked Administra- 
tion 2? 

Let the recorded votes of My, Webster in Congress show 
where he was and ever has been, 
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July 1, 1813, Daniel Webster voted against a bill for assessing 

and collecting taxes to sustain the war; July 9th, against a bill 
for duties-on refined sugarsand sales at auction. 
: January 7, 1814, he voted against a bill to fill the ranks of the 
army; January 10, against a bill to detect and punish traitors 
andspies; Janury 22, against a bill to enlist troops during the 
way, in a minority-of seven; January ‘25, against enforcing the 
non-importation laws; February 8, against “raising five regi- 
ments; March 29, against calling out the militia to execote the 
laws and repel invasion; December 1, against providing reve- 
nue for maintaining thepublic crèdit; December 10, against call- 
ing on.the:States for their quotas of militia to defend the fron- 
tiers, ọn the 19th,against a bill to provide for the expenses of the 
war, and against a bill to provide for vebuilding the Capitoland 
public offices which had been burnt by the enemy | 

-Inthe same spirit, in 1836, when we were threatened with a 
French war, and it was proposed to put means in the hands of 
Andrew Jackson to defend the country, Daniel Webster ex- 
claimed in the United States Senate, “I would not vote for 
this bill if the enemy were battering down the walls of the 
Capitol.” 

A very natural sentiment from the man who voted against re> 
building the Capitol after the enemy had burnt it down. 

So much forthe army, What did Mr. Webster do for the 
navy?’ He now pretends that was his favorite in the war, and 
the Federalists lately gave him a cane made from wood of Per- 
ry’s fiag ship. What did he do for the navy? 

The 7thof January, J841, Mr. Webster Voted against an ap- 
Propriation of one million for defraying the expenses of the 
navy! This was less than four months after the victory of 
Perry on the Jakes, so that had the country depended on Daniel 
Teban the gallant Perry’s flag ship could not have been kept 
afloat. 4 

The catalogue is not full, but it is sufficient. 

And who are Daniel Webster’s associates in Masgsachusettsand 
who have made William Harrison the bearer of their standard? 
We will identify some of the leaders, 

WHO WERE THE HARTFORD CONVENTION LEAD 
ERS? AND WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

At his speech at Alexandria, June 11, 1840, Daniel Web- 
ster, who appointed General Harrison bis “standard bearer,” 
exclaimed: 

“Fellow-citizens, we must not stop or falter in our op- 
position to the Administration, till our Jost’ prosperity is re- 
sored! - ý 

When tho Federal Massachusetts Legislature assembled to op- 
pose the war, preliminary to the Hartford Convention, Benjamin 

ussell exclaimed in his Centinel: 

“All the branches contain majorities of the friends of peace; 
and whatever can bedone to restore their country to us lost 
prosperity, will be attempted.” — Boston Centinel, Mny 26. 

-` Tho Fedoral moasure to restore Jost prosperity in 1814, was 
the Hartford Convention. ‘Whe. Whig measure to do the same 
in 1840, is to restore the lost influonce of the Iartfora Conven- 
tion men, by means of the Harrisburg Convention, nader Harri- 
son and hard cider! 

LIST OF SURVIVORS WHO VOTED FOR TILE UART- 
FORD CONVENTION, 

In the Massachusetts Senate, October 9, 1841, Harrison Gray 
Otis reported the bill forthe Hartford Convention, which was 
carried, 22 to 12. Hs principal advocates were Messrs, Otis, 
Quincy, and White, alt now Whigs. Of those who voted for it, 
there are now living: 

Josiah Quincy, president of Harvard College, Warrison Gray 
Oris, Thos. H. Perkins, and Danial Sergeant, of Boston. 

Bisgex.—Samuel Putnam, a Judge of the Supreme Court, ap» 
pointed by Governor Strong; Dantol A, White, of Salem, Judee 
of Probate and president of a Bank panic meeting, and also of 
tho.great Whig dinner given to Daniel Webster in 1834, when 
the decapitated figuye-head of the frigate Connstitution was ex- 
hibited by Parker F. Piorce, then chairman of the Boston Whig 
Commmitice of Bafcty, and subsequenvy the faitive president 
of the Whig Commercial Bank; Caleb Foote, the furious Whig 
Editor of the Salem Gazette, and an ex-member of Governor 
Everett's Council, is Judge White's son-in-law, 

Worcester.—Silas Holman, ot Bolton, holds a State ofice 
fron a Whig Governor. 

i Hamilton and Franklin.—Samuel Lathrop, Samuel ©, Al 

De 

Bristol.--Samnel Crocker, of Taunton, member of a great 

hig corporation, and an office holder. 

Plymouth.--Wilkes Woaul, Judge of Probate, and now nomi- 
nated fur Iarrison Klector for Plymouth District, by the Whig 
Convention heldat Worcester the Ith of June last-—voted tor 
and to approve (he Hartiord Convention, aud to send ambassa- 
dors to Washington. 

Judge Wood headed the hard cider procession, with canoes 
and cabins, that marched from Middleborough to Bridgewater, 
the 4th of duly last, to hear Robert G. Winthrop, esq, the Whie 
Speaker of the Massachusetts! louses of Representatives, Wilkes 
Wood was chosen a Federal Senater froni Plymouth, in ISU, 
over Nathan Willis, then of Rochester, who Was a Republican 
Senator for that county in 1814, with Seth Sprague, aud voted 
with him for his resolve to build a 74 eum ebip, for the 
the United States, to car the war, und age Fosiah ¢ 
ey's resolution not to ¥ e at our naval vi He was 
chairman of the committee that repor J rens Morton 
was chosen clerk of the Senate in 1813. Mr. Willis, now of 
Berkshire, is die Democrane candidate for Lienteuaat Goyer- 
nor, While Mr. Wood is a candidate for Harrison elector! 

Of the above 1 survivors, out of the 22 who 
Hartford Convention in the Senate, all but one 
Harrison men. Mr. Allen, of Franklin, is a der 
He wag one ofthose whom Mr. Ous described as not exactly 
Federalists, but “the tlying squad.” In} is eighth letler, Mr. Ous 
speaks of “the Federa ? Cor persons composing the majori- 
ty.) for, he adds, there were awong thema few of the “flying 
squad” in both Houses, in Che session of '8!4, when the Con. 
vention was formed. Mr. Alen declined voting on the frst mo- 
tion for- the Hartford Convention. 

Neither can we positively speak as to Mr. Tathrop, who has 
taken no part in politics for some time. All the rest are earnest 
supporters of Harrison, They are “where they have been and 
ever mean to be.” 

_, SURVIVING. MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE, 

itis a difficult task te obtain a full list frem so num rous a 
body. . In. what we have gol, we have taken “ureat pains. and 
carefully studied accuracy. If there is any error, it is inadver- 
tent, and we beg it may be pointed out, 

lu the House, the yeas were 260, nays 90; for Maine, 41 yeas, 
21 nays; for Massachusetts proper, 219 yeas, 69 nays, Those 


for the 
te Whigs and 
ad Der : 


S 


| 


belonging to Massachusetts, who voted for the convention, and 
are ascertained to be now living, are as follows, as accurately as 
wecan learn. Weattach the Whig offices they now hold: 

Boston.—Jonathan Hunnewell, (an ex-Whig Senator;) Ste- 
phen Codman, (of the Quorum;) Benjamin Russell, (a Justice, 
ex-Editor of the Boston Centinel, toaster of Harrison the last 
4th of July, ex-member of Gov. Everett’s council, &c, &c.;) Ben- 
jamin Whitman, (ex-Judge of Police under Goy’rs Lincoln and 
Davis, of the Quor:m;) William H. Sumner, (iow of Rox- 
bury, ex-Adjutant General, and Justice of the Quorum;) Ben- 
jamin Weld, (nowof Maine;) Oliver Keating, of Chelsea; Dan- 
tel Messlnger, and William Harris, (who were on the committee 
that gave a pretended mechanics’ dinner to Daniel Webster, 
Prentiss, of Mississippi, and Menifee, of Kentucky, in Faneuil 
Hall, July, 1833; voth have been members of the House:) Geo. 
G. Tee, (formerly of the Essex Junto;) Lynde Walter, (Justice 
Peace;) Lemuel Shaw, (Chief Justice of Supreme Court, ap- 
pointed A Governor Lincoln;) Thomas Barry; Richard Sulli- 
van, (holds a State office; Benjamin Gorham, (ex: Whig member 
of Congress;) William Sturgis, (recently of the Senate and 
House, made a speech inthe 10 cent rebellion in Faneuil Hall, 
May, 1837, said to the enraged assembly that Amos Kendall 
would be caten upifhe was present.) 


Essex Corrty. 

Salem.—Dudley L. Pickman, (member of the House in 1834, 
voted to denounce Jackson for veto of the bank,) Benjamin 
Hawkes; Elisha Mack, (Judge of Police Court;) John Glen 
King, (of the Quoram;) and Leverett Saltonstall, (Whig mem- 
bec of Congress, of the Harrison Executive Committee, de- 
fender of the (Hartford Convention) faith in Congress, restorer 
of patriot Presidents, described by John Quincy Adams as “just 
such a monarchist as Jonathan Jackson, one of Essex Junto, 
was!” delegate to the “Rebel Convention,” with Timothy Pick- 
ering, in 1812, master of ceremonies to receive John Rell, when 
he laid Tennessee at the feet of Webster, in 1837, &c. &c.) 

{Mr. Saltonstail’must still be a Federalist, or a very bad mao; 
for he says: “A Federalist turned Democrat isthe worst of all 
politicians,” } 

Robert Emery, another Salem member, is now of Springfield. 
E. H. Derbey is also living. 

Danvers.— Nathan Felton, Sylvester Osharn. 

Ipswich.—Joseph Farley, (Justice of Peace.) 

Beverly —Robert Rantoul; Nathaniel Goodwin, (Cashier of 
Plymouth Bank.) 

Gloucester.—James Appleton; Jonathan Kimball, (now of 
Salem.) 

Rowley.—Thomes Gage, jr, (now senior, Whig member of the 
Tfouse in 1833, a Justice.\ 

Newbury. Josiah Little. 

Newburyport.—Jonathan Gage, (Justice of the Peace;) Isaac 
ae (now of Methnen;) Samuel Newman, (now of An- 
dover, 

Box lord.—Parker Spoftord. 

Andover,—Timathy Osgood, ~ 

Hayerlutl.--David Howe, (Justice.) 

Mitiesmex Counry. 

Charlestown,—Joseph Hurd mow of Stoneham;) John Soley, 
cof the Quorum.) 

Cambridge.--William Tiliard, (member of the House in 
, recently deceased;) Royal Makepeace, (Stock Agent. of the 
Canton Company at Baltimore. 

Medtord,—Dudley Hall, (0f the Quorum.) 

Weston.—-Isaac Fiske, (Register of Probate.) 

Framingham. —Abner Wheeler, (of the Quorum, county 
Commissioner, and a Whig candidate for Senator.) 

Reading.—Timothy Wakeñeld, (Justice of the Peace.) 

Groton Luther Lawrence, (very recently deceased, Whig 
Mayor of Lowell.) 


Norroik COUNTY. 

Quincy -- Thomas Greenleat, (Secretary of the Federal Con- 
vention that nominated John Brooks for Governor, in 1822, and 
now a Justice for the Commonwealth. He ig the only snrvivor 
of the seven ont of all Republican Norfolk, who voted for the 
Hartford Convention.) 

Prymoutn County. 

Plymouth.— Barnabas Hedge, (just deceased, a justices) Ben- 
jamin Bramhall, (now of Quincy;) Nathauiel M. Davis, (now a 
Whig counsellor, elected by a Whig Legislature to advise Go- 
vernor Morton, member of the Harrisburg Convention.) 

Briston County. 

Yaunton.—Jonathan Ingalls. 

Raynham,.—Joln Gilmore, (justice peace.) 

Norton,—Isaac Iodges. 

Somerset.—David Anthony, (justice) 

Rerkley.--Apollos Toby, (now of New Bedford, a justice of 
the quorum.) 

Troy, (now Fall River.)—Joseph E. Reed, (a big Whig, mem- 
ber of Bristol county Whig convention.) 

Westport.—Abner Brownell, (of the quorum.) 

New Bedford.—Jireh Swift, (hen jun.) J. Williams, 

BARNSTABLE County. 

Yarmouth.—James Crowell, (justice and commissioner.) 
en lilete social Whitman (justice and ex-postmaster, a 

“hig ) 

[Nantucket aud Dukes county sent no member. } 

WORCESTER COUNTY. 

Spencer. —tames Draper. 

Uxbridge.—Daniel Carpenter; Samuel Read, (of the Legisia- 
ture in 1837.) 

Grafton.—Jonathan Wheeler. i 

Lancaster.-—Witiiam Cleaveland, : 

Bolton,.—Stepben P. Gardner, (of the quorum.) 

Sterling. —Samuel Sawyer, Thomas H. Blood. 

Paxtou.—David Davis, (hen jr.) 

New Brainty Joseph Bowman, (then jr. member of John 
Davis’s Council in 1834.) Justice. 

Tlampsuire County. 


Southampton, —Asahe! Birge. (Justics,) 
Bhiddlefi-ld.—Joha Dixon, Clustice,) 
avid Smith, (Justice.) 


Granby.— 

Ainherst.—Simeon Strong, (Justice;) Noah Webster, (of dic- 
tionary fame, an ardent Whig, in Connecticut.) [Not one NAY 
in ali Hampshire. } : 


HAMPDEN COUNTY. - 
Lonymeadow.—Calvin Burt. 
Paimer.—Alpheus Converse, 

Blanford.— Alanson Knox. 
Chester.—Asahel Wright. 

FRANKLIN County, 
Shelburn.— William Wells, GJūstice.) | 7 
Hawley —Thomas Longley, (before described.) 


Ashfield.—Enos Smith, (now of Granby.) 
_ _ Berxsnras Country. : 
Lanesborough.—Henry Hubbard, (Counsellor of Governor 
Lincoln in 1833, Whig member of the House, 1836, and of the 
Quorum.) j 


ily Eighty-five members of thee House, who voted for the . 


Hartford Convention, now living, [except three just deceased;} 
and of these all but two are known members of the present 
Whig party, and supporters of Harrison! 

Adding the eleven surviving Senators and the six surviving 
members of the Hartford Convention, who were not of the Le- 
gislature in 1614, and of this aggregate of ninety-nine survivors, 
all but three are modern Whigs and Harrisonites! 

Of the sixty-nine Massachusetts members who voted against 
the Hartford Convention, but twelve survive. -Of these, eight 
are still Democrats, one unknown, and but three are Harrison 
Whigs, viz: Lincoln, of Worcester, Gurney, of Boston, and 
Fish, of Falmouth. 


SURVIVING MEMBERS OF THE HARTFORD CONVEN. 
TIO} 

The Massachusetts Legislature chose. these delegates to the 
convention, in convention, October 18,1814. The Federaliata 
cast 215 voles—the Republicans all refusing to act in this trea- 
sonable proceeding. 

The survivors of the Massachusetts delegates are: Hon. S. S. 
Wilde, (judge of the supreme court;) Harrison Gray Otis, (a 
member of Congress in t809, and voted for Aaron Burr against 
Jefferson;) William Prescott, (an ex judge and justice for the 
Commonwealth; Hodijah Baylies, (judge of probate till 1834;) 
Daniel Waldo, Gustice of the quorum;) Stephen Lengfellow, of 
Portland; Joseph Lyman, (sherift of Hampshire, and commis- 
sioner to qualify officers;) and Thomas JI. Perkins, (one of the 
commissioners to treat with the President, signed the Whig 
handball in 1832, that Pennsylvania had gone against Jackson.) 

Of Governor Strong’s Council, who advised the Hartford 
Convention, two only survive, and both are Whigs, viz: Nahum 
Mitchell, member of the House, and Benjamin Pickman, the 
son of a distinguished Tory of the. Reyolution, member ‘of the 
Essex Junto, and one of the committee to celebrate, in Boston, 
the yestoration of the Beurbons. 

The only known survivors of that convention, out‘of Massa- 
chusetts, arc correctly ascertained to be, Calvin, Goddard, and 
Roger M. Sherman of Connecticut; Benjamin Hazard, of 
Rhode Island; and Josiah Dunham, a supernumerary from 
Vermont, now in Lexington, Kentucky. They areali Harrison 

higa. 

Herc arc one hundred and five of the direct original Hartford 
Convention school, naw prominent Whigs, and Democrats, 2) 
asis pretended of the Jefferson school! Add to these other sur- 
vivors who supported legislative measures to get Up or ap: 
prove that convention, seventeen in number, and the prominent 
menin the primary conventions, still living. eighteen in num- 
ber; and itgivesan aggregate of one hundred and forty-seven 
men of that school, nearly all in Massachusetts, who are prin- 
cipal advisers and actors in the efforts to restore the days of the 
black cockade, and, in the language of their expounder, Mr. 
Webster ‘have made William H. Harrison the bearer of their 
standard |? we 

Who can doubt the character of that flag, when these are the 
men who rally under itt Who can deny the aptness of the 
motto on: “the significanthanner?? >: 

“We are where we ever have been.and ever mean to he !? 

Trace it still farther: Mr, Otis, in his defence of that conven- 
tion, (which Mr. Saltonstall, as ove of the Harrison Executive 
Committee declares wasa patriotic bedy,) remarks that the ac- 
lors in that convention have continued to receive in Massachu- 
setts ample testimonials of public confidence, aes tate 

This istrue. In fact, the principal offices in the State are 
now held by them; and of those whose names are given in this 
list, ninety two now holdoffices of Whig appointment. 

To these men. the prominent Whig counsellors in Massachu. 
setts, General Wilson says, isowing the nomination of General 
Harrison! Massachusetts did it, and ifthe Whig party of Mas- 
sachusetts directed the movement, who doubts that it is what. 
Judge Hopkins of Pennsylvania described, viz: the old Federal 
party striving again to get into power? 

THE HARRISON ELECTORS AND HARTFORD CON. 
VENTION, 


Of the fourteen candidates now in nomination for Harrison 
electorsin Massachusetts, all but:,two apostates aré old Fede- 
valiste, viz: í tei ` 

Isaac C. Bates, secretary of the Hampshire, Hampden, and 
Franklin Rebellion Convention to resist the war, July, 1812, and 
orator of the Washington Benevolent Society, and one of the 
Feceral Committee of Safety to oppose the Government during 
the war, &e. [Mr. Bates continues his warhke propensities 
against his own Government. At a recent Whig gathering at 
Greenfield, he advised the Whigs, if they could obtam redress 
in no other manner, to take down their muskets, and pick their 
ints! 

Soh B. Thomas, another Warrison elector, is a Federalson of 
Joshua Thomas, a member of the Hartford Convention. 

Robert G. Shaw, another, was a member of the Washington 
Benevolent Society in 18:3, 14, organized as Federal clubs to 
oppose the war. [See Stebbins’s Directory of 1813.] 

George Grinnell, another elector, wasa member of the same 
Federal conspiracy, and one of the Committee of Safety ! ap- 
pointed in 1812, by the Hampshire and Franklin Federal Conven- 
tion, to oppose the war. 

Wilkes Wood, anotherelector, voted for the Hartford Con- 
vention measures in the Massachusetts Senate; voted to ap- 
prove the acts of thatconvention; voted against a vote of thanks 
to Andrew Jackson for the battle of New Orleans; voted against 
admitting Louisiana into the Union; voted not to provide for 
the United States’ direct tax to sustain the war of 1814, &2. 


Export or Gotp.—From the Boston Patriot.-—It isa notori- 
ous fact, that there is at this moment a traffic. carried on between 
the United States and Canada, more. destruction to our national 
interest than an evasion of the embargo, or éven partially sup- 
plying the enemy with provisions, as its effect are so much mor- 
extensive. Te mean the taking from this country an ime 
mense quantity of GOLD to Canada; and receiving therefor 
British Government bills. It is well known that. thousands 
of pounds sterling are daily offered on the exchange; and such 
is the demand for gold, that it will bring upwards of fonr per 
cent. advance, for thé purpose of the above meritioned ‘traffic. 
Would it not be well. forour Government to take it into seri- 
ous consideration, and ‘would the British find in dificult to. fur- 
nish supplies, and to pay their troops, was it not for. this ioter- 
coursel—Niles’s Weekly Register, March 19, 1814, 
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DISHONORABLE COMPLIMENT. —A late Salem, (Massachu- 
setts) paper, after mentioning a number of small vessels burnt 
by the enemy on the neighboring coast, says: “That they 
boarded one with intent to burn her, bnt discovering she was 
valled the ‘Federalist,’ observed, they would not destroy her ‘for 
hername’ssake;’ and she was not destroyed.” 

: [Niles’s Weekly Register, June 25, 1814, 


SPEECH OF MR. RHETT, 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
In the House of Representatives, January 21, 1841 
On the Treasury note bill. is 
Mr. Chairman: There are three propositionstsub- 
mitted to the House for supplying the necessities of 
the Treasury. The first is that submitied by the 


Committee of Ways and Means—an issue of five | 


millions of Treasury notes—based upon the suppo- 
sition that the deficiency in the Treasury is but tem- 
porary, and that the greater part, if not the whole 
of the emission, will be redeemed during the fiscal 
year.. The next is the proposition of the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Bannanp,] a permanent 
loan of ten raillions of dollars. The last, auxiliary 
to both of these, submitted by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Sraxty,] is taxation npon 
silks, wines, and linens. The Committee on Ma- 
nufactures have anticipated one of these expedients 


of taxation by proposing a bill laying a duty, almost | 
prohibilory, of twenty per cent. on silks only. All : 


of the expedients proposed, excepting that of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, assume the fact 
that there is a permanent deficiency in tbe Trea- 
sury, which must be supplied by permanent means, 
a funded debt, and increased taxation. I propose, 
sir, to show that no such fact exists, and that the 
five millions of Treasury notes proposed by the bill 


immediately under consideration, will be sufficient | 


to relieve the Treasury for the ensuing year. 

The permanent deficiency in the Treasury, sup- 
osed by gentlemen, has been estimated variously. 
he gentieman from Maine (Mr. Evans) puts it 

at $7,000,000 to $10,000,000; the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. BELL] at $16,000,000; my col- 
league (Mr. THompson] at $15,000,000; and the 
genileman from New York [Mr. BarnArp] at 
$40,000,000. The gentleman from Maine, who 


commenced all this prodigious cyphering, bezan | 


his table by taking up the current expenditures of 


the last year; and then, calling upon those who 


proposed retrenchment to show in what particulars | 


they could be reduced. The Secretary of the Trea- 


sury proposed to reduce them from $22,000,000 in | 
Show in what par- | 
ticulars this can be done. ‘The cail is a fair one, | 


1840, to $19,000,000 for 1841, 


and ought to be fairly and fully met, 

The chief sources for retrenchment, pointed cut 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, are, the public 
buildings, pensions, the fu'fitment of treaties, and 
removal of Indians. The gentleman from Maine 
conceded the reduced expenditure of the public 


buildings of $200,000; but ke strenuously com- : 


bated the two other items of reduetion. He 


suowed, from the returns in the Pension Office, that i 
the deaths of the pensioners Jast year did not, on an 


average, reach four per cent ; but, iu his generosi- 
ty, he allowed ten per cent; and as to the removal 
of the Indians, there .bad been appropriated 
for that purpose, the last year, but $300,000. All 
the saving from these sources would not reach 
$1,000,000. - 

The fallacy of taking the returns of deaths to the 
Pension Office as the creterion of expenditures in 
that Department, should have occurred to a far 
less acute mind than that of the gentleman from 
Maine. Hundreds of pensioners may die, and yet 
no statement of the fact be conveyed to the Pen- 


sion: Office. Tae pension will only not be called | 
for; and after remaining in the hands of the pen- | 
sion offcer, the time allowed by law, the money = 


appropriated will be returned to the Treasery, An 
inference may be drawn that the pensioner is dead; 
but it cannot be stated to baso officially; and if 
not dead, he can elaim his arrears of pension. And 
should it not have occurred to the gentleman, that 
evenhis ten per cent. might be too small an esti- 
mate for the deaths of men between eighty and 
one .hundred years old? Nothing but fraud and 


perjury could keep up the pension-roll at such a. 


rate of extinguishment; and, if he chooses tö as- 
sume, in bis computation, the deficiency of all 
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moral principle among the Revolutionary pen- 
sioners, who chiefly come from bis portion of the 
Union, I shall not take this for granted iùn my le- 
gislation. Itake the estimate made, not by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, but by the Commissioner 


- of Pensions (a man of undoubted capacity and in- || 


tegrity) and the pension bill reported by a commit- 
tee to the House; and they show an expenditure cf 
$858,455, in 1841, less than was required in 1840. 

And now, sir, to the other braneh of dimi- 
nished expenditure—the removal of Indians, and 
pay ments incindentato their removal. It is true, that 
ail which was appropriated the last year fer the 
removal of Indians was but 4300,000. But does 
not the genileman know that, fer years past, 
there have always been ezpenditures from cld ap- 
propriations falling due, from year to year, which 
make the appropriations under this head, for any 
one year, no criterion at allof what may be ex- 
pended? The tabie of expenditures, in the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, shows a large 
number of these expenditures; and it is computed 
that about one-half million more of these old out- 
Standing appropriations was expended the last 
year than wil] be needed for the year 1841. There 
is also ahalf million now in the handsaf the 
agents of the Government, in the far West, to be 
paid to the Cherokees. [t is not yet known whether 
this amountis expended. It is charged to the ex- 
penditures of 1840; but if not made until 1841, 
the money will be with the charge to meet it. 
Here, then, sir, ia $1,000,000 more expended in 
1840 than will be needed in 1841. 

There are two other items, amongst others, of re- 
duced expenditure, not mentioned by the Secretary 
ofthe Treasury, which gentlemen on the opposite 
side, I am sure, will not dispute. Tis is the short 
session of Congress; and we will continue assem- 
bled nearly five months less time than in 1840. 
This will produce a saving of not less than 
$300,000. And, in looking over the expenditures 
of the last year, I find that as large a sum was 
exdended under old appropriations upon rivers, 
roads, harbors, and creeks. These appropriations, 
most happily, are all exhausted; and unless Con- 
gress authorizes, at the present session, new ex- 
penditures on these objects, none can be made. 
Here, then, is $600,000 that should also be de- 
ducted from last year’s expenditure. We will now 
carry out and foot the bill, and see whether the es- 
timate of the Secretary of the Treasury, that the 


expenditures of 1841 may be reduced some 
$3,000 000, is very extravagant: 
Current expenditures of 1840 - - - $22,439,319 


Deduct, for 1841 
Public buildings = 
Pensions - - = 
Removal of Indians, &c. - 
Short session of Congress, 
Roads, harbors, &<. ` 


But to all this the answer is ready at band. Ad- 
mitting that there are items of expenditure which 
can be saved from the expenditures cf the last 
year, there are new charges upon the Treasury in 
1841 not taken into computation in the project sub- 
mitted for itsexpenditares. Let us Icok, then, on 
the other side of the account, and estimate the ex- 
tent of these charg:s: 


{Navy pension fund . - $150.00 

J Maine claims - - -220.000 

: Florida war ~ -~ 1,500 099 

Mr. Evans— E 500,090 
+ 1,590,009 

Mr. Berr— appropriations, 10,060,000 


Mr. THomeson— ficiency ~ - 1,500,000 

Such are the items, with the 84,509,000 Treasv- 
ry no’es unredeemed, which make up the caicuila- 
tion of indebtedness these gentlemen sabmil against 
the Government. 

T might dispute the expense for the navy pension 
fand, because it isas yet a bill, 1 might dispute 
the Maine claim, because it is buta claim, But, 
as I think that appropriations ovght to be made for 
these objects, E will yield these items. The Fiori- 
da war iv the only formidable charge; not so mach 
on account of eny inherent difficulty in the case, as 
from the vast sums which have been already en- 
gulfed in ils prosecution. However clear may be 
oar information, there wiil be a lingering appre- 
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hension that we may not comprehend or truly state 
the demands this war may require upon the ‘T'ea- 
sury. The Territorial authorities, acting in combi- 
nation with the authorities of the Government, tend 
also: to inerease-our confusion as to our éyentual 
liabilities.. We must allow for our doubts, as well 
as our information. ` Ta 


There has been a demand made by the. War De- 
partment, of but $250,000, to pay the militia for 
past services during the last year. This we will ad- 
mit. There must be a considerable sum due, on 
the same account, since the close of the last quar- 
ter in September, when the financial reports were 
made up to be submitted to Congress. We will 
doub'e the amount required to pay past services, 
and put it at $500,000. Bat itis said that, some 
time since, the Secretary of War proposed to the 
Committee of Ways and Means an appropriation 
of $2,500,000 to carry on the ordinary operations in 
Florida; and itis on this ground that the gentleman 
from Maine estimates an expenditure of $1,500,000. 
If he had any reliance on this proposal of the Se- 
cretary, he ought to have gone the whole $2,500,» 
000 at once. But I think the gentleman has. 
misapprehended the Secretary. This appropria- 
tion is required by this department, to support vo- 
lunteers, (1,500 mounted men, and 509 foot,) to 
be armed, mounted and equipped, according to the 
provisions of a bill which passed the S nate, and 
was reported to this House last session by the Mili- 
tary Committee. It is not asked to support militia, 
but volunteers, to be enlisted, according to the sug- 
gestion of General Jesup, and the provisions of 
this bill, for twelve months or during tae war, as 
permanent adjuncts to the regniar army. Unless, 
therefore, you legislate the authority, no such large 
expenditure can be made. Butjadmitting that the 
appropriation is asked to pay the militia force 
which may be employed duriug the ensuing year, 
in prosecuting the war, does it follow necessarily 
that the expense will be incurred? The militia can 
be called out into service but three months; and 
are gentlemen sure that, if now inservice, they’ 
Will be in service on the 4ih of Mareh nex:? and if 
then ip service, will they be-called out by the guċ- 
ceeding President, and be continued in service dur- 
ing the year? The Indians, since the proposed ap- 
propriation by the Secretary of War, have been 
broken up in their strongholds, and are daily com- 
ing in; whilst the summer heats are rapidly ap- 
proaching, wben military operations must be sus- 
pended. Although there are 4,500 of our reguler 
troops igy Fiorida, I do not say that two mil 
lions, or twice two millions, may not be expended 
durirg the year, in tbe prcsvcation of this war. 
That will depend upon the succeeding Administra- 
tioa, ButT do say, that according to our present 
iaformation and our future prospects, $750,000 
will be a fair estimate for all its necessary expendi- 
expenditures, 

Toe expense of taking the census, $500,090, aad 
the postponed appropriations for fortifications, of 
$1,500,000 more, are easily disposed of. They 
coastitute a partcf tse next item, of $10,000,000 
ot cuistanding appropriations, charged by the gen- 
teman from Tennessee, [Vir. BELL] as gentlemen’ 
will see by lookisg over the list in the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. We come then at once 
to this great ijem of $10,000,000. Te constitutes 
the chief argument—almo-t the only argnment, (fot 
without it no argsment would have been pre- 
tended.) of indebt- dsess in the Government, aud a 
deficiency in the Treasary for the wants of the en- 
suing year, think E wili show that. to represent 
these outstanding appropriations as Habilities upon 
the Treasnry, for which addiiional means’ are to be 
provided beyond the new approprialions, is a gross 
fallscy. 

Great confusion with respect to this item, result- 
ing in some degree from thé imperfect heading of 

iccaunis in the reports of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, has been repeatedly exhibited in Con- 
gress, Last year the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Dawson,] and many others, insisted that this item 
was so much money in the Treasury. Now it is 
insisted that itis a debt, to discharge which, during 
the yeaf, means must be provided. It is neither 
the one nor the other. It is seen in all ovr annual 
reports, ranging from tes to twenty millions. Last 
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year it was thirteen, millions; this year, ten. It 
consists of liabilities on the Treasury. on account 
of past appropriations, to complete which the mo- 
ney has not been called for; and when the mo- 
ney-is called for during any one year, there will 
usually be as much money undrawn from the 
Treasury remaining’ on hand from the new ap- 
propriations. Thus the money taken on account 
of the oid appropriations will be balanced by the 
money remaining in the Treasury from the new 
appropriations. The whole of an appropriation 
‘can seldom or never be expended immediately; 
because the application of labor is necessarily 
gradual and limited. Public works are not com- 
pleted ina day; and whatever amount is drawn 
for such purposes by virtue of old appropriations, is 
counterbalanced on the Treasury books by the new, 
for which money is not required. The account 
thus runs on from year to year; the outstanding ap- 
propriations at any one time being pretty much the 
same. It is therefore an affair of paper, 
not of debt, for which money must be sup- 
plied. Is it not astonishing, sir, that men old in 
legislation on this floor should alarm themselves, 
and endeavor to alarm the country, by such egre- 
gious mistakes? And yet, this single item consti- 
tutes the main ground for the declamation we have 
heard about a bankrupt Treasury and profligate 
Administration; whilst an extra session of Congress 
is gravely urged, to stop up the enormous gap it 
has made in the Treasury. 

The last charge is on account of the Post Office, 

made by my colleague, (Mr. Tuomeson,] of 
$1,500,000. IT turn to the Postmaster General’s re- 
port, and I find that he puts the indebtedness of his 
‘Department at but $219,845. Nor will even this 
small amount be any charge upon the year 1841, 
for which extraordinary means, by taxation or per- 
manent loans, need be provided. The Postmaster 
General says, in his report: “But the present appa- 
rently unfavorable financial condition of the De- 
partment need occasion no anxiety. It can be sus- 
tained upon its own resources, and soon placed in 
a safe and prosperous condition.” * x * 
“With a reasonable expectation of a reduction in 
the expenses of the transportation, and nearly a 
certainty of a considerable increase in its revenues, 
the future prospects of the Department are highly 
satisfactory.” 

It should be borne in mind that the contracts for 
transporting the mail are made forfour years; conse- 
quently a large’ portion of the contracts fulfilled 
within the last two years were made when prices 
were very high, and have therefore becn™txtrava- 
gant for the times. ‘This department bas been in- 
debted repeatedly beyond this amount; bat it has 
been lef: to itvelf, and has always worked out is 
own extrication, and doubiless now need no assist- 
ance from any resources but its own. This item 
therefore may be wiped out. 

Let us now review the account, and 
slands: 


see how it 


Navy pension fund - - ~ $150,000 
Maine claim: = - ~ 220,000 
Florida war - - - - 750,000 
Census - a = 7 ce 
Postponed appropriations for fortifica- 
tions ` - ~ - ~ 
Outstanding appropriations - - ~ 
Post Office deficiency - - - - ~ 
$1,120,000 


So much for the enormous bill of particulars, 
under which the Treasury was to sink. Add this 
$1,120,000 to the appropriations for the year 124], 
contained in the bills reported to the House, and 
now lying on our table, in conformity to the recom. 
mendations of the Treasury Department, and then 
let us compare them with our resources for the 
year: 

New appropriations proposed for 1841 $16,621,000 
Permanent <i- - ~ - 1,013;200 
Charger admitted above - - 1,120,000 
Treasury notes outstanding - - 4,920,000 


23,254,200 


Resources of the Treasury, ‘with the 


| 
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issue of $5,000,000 Treasury notes 
proposed by the bilt: 


Customs - - $19,000,000 
Lands - `~ 3,500,060 
Miscellaneous - 80.000 


Balance in the Treasury in 


January last - 1,530,855 
From banks - - ~ 220,000 
Treasury notes which ma 

be issued by the last act - 342,618 

24,723.473 


Add new issue of Treasury 
notes proposed by the bil!, 5,600,000 
—— 29,723,473 
6,479,273 
Redeem the $5,000,000 Treasury notes, 5,000,000 


1,479,273 


Thus, sir, the Government will be enabled, not 
only to redeem the $4,500,000 of Treasury notes 
now outstanding, but also the $5,000,000 of 
Treasury notes authorized to be issued by the bill 
under consideration, (should it be found expedi- 
ent to issue them,) aud have, at the end of the 
year, a million and a half of dollars in the Trea- 
sury. In my estimate of our revenue from the 
customs, I have put it at what the gentlemar from 
Maine conceived to be reasonable, and I believe 
every representative from our great commercial 
emporiums will approve. The other items of our 
resources have been undisputed, and I believe to 
be indisputable. Where now is your necessity for 
a ten million loan, or increased taxation? Neither 
expedient can be necessary, according to the scale 
of expenditure we propose to give; nor, if they 
are increased several millions, will the Go- 
vernment be embarrassed. But will our scale 
of expenditure satisfy you? Certainly not. The 
gentleman from Maine, and the gentleman from 
New York, have beth proved this present Ad- 
ministration to be one of the meanest and most 
parsimonious that has ever afflicted the coun- 
try; although never, since the first days of the 
confederacy, have our foreign relations, con- 
stituting as they do the chief object of its crea- 
tion, been conducted with more skill and dig- 
nity, nor our national character stood higher 
abroad, than within the last four years. But 
yesterday, it rioted in extravagance, and want- 
toned in its profligate expenditures of the peo- 
ples money. But now, it has neglected its 
duty to the country, in the unpriacipled at- 
tempt to spend only what is absolutely necsssary, 
instead of aiming at that position of dignity and 
efficiency which a larger and more liberal expendi- 
tare would secure. The times, sir, have changed. 
Anew Administration is aboutto run its course. 
In the accusation of parsimony aud meanness now, 
no more than in the imputation of extravagance 
formerly, was justice regarded towards the present 
Administration. But the purpose now is to prepare 
us for the glorious advent of that enlarged econo- 
my which will take every harbor, cieck, road, and 
river, end the whole bedy of claims on your files, 
within its capacious folds. Then will the debt of 
forty millions cf dollars, so strenuously contended 
for by the gentleman from New York, come into 
brilliant existenca. But, as yet, we have the 
majority; and intend, whilst taking care that no 
more money shail be expended than an economi- 
cal administration of the Government requires, at 
the same time to place ample means within the con- 
trol of the succeeding Administration, to maintain 
the faith of the Goverament in every obtigation 
imposed upon it by cur appropriations. Our views 
of duty will not allow us to co more—jt will not 
allow us to do less, 

Secing the repeated and resolute efforts, on the 
part of gentlemen, in spite of facts, to make oul, 
by figures, the necessity of additional means for 
the use of Goverament, I was at a Joss to under- 
stand the purpose. If an extra session of Congress 
was wanted, to keep up the chase whilst the blood 
was warm, there was the Independent Treasury bill 
to be repealed, and the establishment of a United 
States Bank, to justify the measure, at least to those 
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who had placed them ia power. But the mystery 
was solved, yesterday, in the Senate, by the frank 
declarations of a distinguished Senator, about to 
occupy, if rumor be true, the highest seat in the 
counsels of the ensuing Administration. He-de- 
clared. that his purpose was to abstract from the 
Treasury the four millions annually accruing from 
the public lands by giving them to the States, and 
to supply the vacuum by taxation through the cus- 
toms—chiefly on silks. The charge of indebted- 
ness in the Government is thus virtually given up; 
and the proposed scheme of taxation on silk, and 
other productions of France, is distinctly united 
with the project of distribution. I understand this: 
itis sensible and manly; although, I think, unwar- 
ranted by the Constitution, and will. be fatal, by its 
corrupting influences, to our whole frame of Go- 
vernment. 

Mr. Chairman, I am not opposed to a tax on lax- 
uries. On the contrary, I shall be prepared, when 
the time arrives, if any discrimination is admitted 
in our duties, to go as far as any one in the policy 
of relicving the necessities of life from taxation, 
and raising all the revenue we may require by 
imposts on luxuries, But I am not prepared. to 
tax any thing to replace money which may be ta- 
ken from the Treasury to be given to the States, 
A giving Government is essentially a tyranny.. Free 
Governments. are fiduciary, not absolute, in their 
character, and have no right'to expend money but 
for the purposes they were organized to fulfil. 
Largesses to the people have ever proved to be the 
price of their liberties, or the instrument by which 
they have been overthrown. . Under no circum- 
stances, therefore, will I aid a policy which all his- 
tory proves to be so fata! to liberty. Butif I were 
prepared to adopt it, I should not supply the va- 
cuum in the Treasury it would occasion by a tax 
on particular luxuries, imported chiefly by the pro- 
ductions of the South, and leave those free of duty 
which are imported by the productions of other 
portions of the Union. Tax all luxuries or tax 
none. The trade between France and this country, 
which it is proposed to burden, is carried on almost 
exclusively by the cotton, rice, and tobacco of. the 
South. Iholdin my hand a table carefully com- 
piled, showing the exports and imports between 
France and the United States, from the year 1835 to 
1839, inclusive. 


Exports to France. 


H 
1535. 1836. 1837, 
7 Dollars. ‘Dollars. Dollars. 
Exports + (20,075,066)2 1,441,200 19,750,253115, 


Cotten 117,460,415117,519,787 | 15,205,679] (2, 360,073 13,323, 142 
Tobacco + | 937,129) LMG 723812) 1,232410) 810,003 
Rice -| 245,817] 413548) 274,625) 13952) 32091] 


Thus the whole direct export trade is carried on 
almost entirely by our staples; and, undoubtedly, 
they contribute aiso largely to the indirect trade by 
which the importations from France are effected, 
cansisting of an average of from three to ten mil- 
lions of dollars. i 


Imports from France. 


4 
1835. | 1936, | 1837. | 1938. 


| Dollars | Dollars. | Dollars. Í Dollars. Dollars, 
Imports - 123,362 584!137,036,235 22,083,514 19,771,797 32,531,324 


' 5,670,525 15,099,473 
j 389,463] 1,379,976 


12,097,386 15,61 L183 


Silks 3 
1,591,442 1,915,180 


Wines -~ 


| 1,713. 


Of worsted and worsted-stuff gcods, we also im- 
ported a millicn and a half average; of linen, 
about halfa million; and of specie, about a mil- 
lion. Whilst of manufactured cotton goods, 
we imported scarcely one million a year. ‘Thus 
showing that this lucrative trade, whilst it is beneficial 
to the South, does not come into competition with 
the cotton manufactures of the North. Its bear- 
ing on the navigation interests—that great inte- 
rest, which, unless crippled or crushed by our ùn- 
wise legislation, is destined to be the bulwark of 
our national independence--is also most remarka- 
ble. Nearly the whole trade is carried’on by our 
owa shipping, as will be seen by the following 
table: ae oe 
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a a of ported isto France. Now, if the gentleman de- eal administra'ion of the Government? - Is it not 

1835. | 4836." | 1837. | 1838. 1839. stroys our trade with France, and she is forced to || plain that the duties continne only until 30:h June, 

| Dollars, | Dollars. | Dollars. | Dollars. | Dollars. || SYpely herself with cotton elsewhere, in conse- |} 1842? and is it not also plaia ‘that, after that pe- 
Imports - Neha ORN 18,771,797 ;32,531,321 |; quence of our refusing to receive ber manufactures |] riod, the protective principle was. to be aban- 
Ti Amer. in return, it is obvious that, to repay the Southern || doned? We should call to mind-the point of contest 
i 135,155 ,822/20,265 374,708) 30,41 1,03 5 Ses 1 y } S Lea ind the point ) ; 

vessels pena Bee ee ee 1037 planters for the diminished consumption of twenty || The South, or rather South Carolina, contended 
Exports > (20,075,066'21,441,200; 19, 750,253) 15,822,405|18,336,854 {| millions of their raw cotton, he must produce a that Congress, in laying duties duties on ‘imports, 
in Amer. | market for eight or-a hundred millions for the ma- had no constitutional right to-diseriminate between 


\ 


vessels - 17,545,885 18,384,970 


| 


This.is the trade it is proposed to cut up bya 
duty, almost prohibitory, of 20 per cent. on silks, 
and the other productions of France in proportion. 
It would seem to be manifest that, if a heavy duty 
is laid on tie imporis of any commodity, it must 
affect the value of the production with which the 
imporis are affected. If we do not take the pro- 
ductions of France, how can she take ours? A ad, 
if you burden them with taxés, must she not take 
less cotton and tobacco, or take them ata less 
price? This would scem too clear for argument. 
But my coileague (Mr. Tompson) has found an 
argument in advocating this scheme of taxation, 
which proves, to his entire satisfaction, that our 
staples cannot be affected by any duties we may 
impese.,. It is this: Taxation on Inxuries does 
‘never diminish the consumpiion of them. Pat 


wine, he says, at six doilars a bottle, aad it will 


sell as freely as at one. This isa bold assumpiion, 
and may be trae sometimes with a profligate cox- 
comb; but certainly conflicts with ali the precon- 
ceived. notions of political economy. It can only 
be true upon the supposition that our means for 
purchasing and consuming are unlimited; a 
tact we wouid all be glad to know and feel. if 
they are limited—then, however diminished, 
whether by taxation, conflagration, or any other 
cause, our consumption must be diminished with 
them, Toe gentieman’s doctrine, if true, will also 
lead to the comfortable conclusion that taxation 
can never affeci consumption, and will be no baur- 
den at all. Ifit cannot diminish the consumption 
of superfluities and luxuries, how can it dimin’s’ 


that of necessities? Necessitie:, from the force of | 


the term, imply thiegs which mast be consumed, 
because impiicated with existence itself; and if 
luxuries will also be eqaaily consumed, whether 
taxed or free—then the consumption of a people 
‘will always be the same, under any form of taxa- 
‘tion. It has hitherto been supposed that taxation, 
‘being a deprivation of the means of consumption, 
would diminish consumption, especially on those 
articles which men could do without—the luxuries 
or superfluities of life, f 

But my colleague goes further. He contends 
that the South will absolutely be benefited by cut- 
‘ting off our silk trade with France. It will induce, 
or rather compel, the women of America to wear 
‘cotton instead of silk gowns, and thus increase the 
demand for our raw cotton. 

Throwing out of consideration the fact, that if 
we consume cotton fabrics instead of silk, the sup- 
ply will not be from France, as her small exporta- 
tion of cotton goods to this country clearly shows, 
the gentleman, to make his position good, would 
have to prove that the value of silk and cotton fa- 
brics is the same. If silk lace ora silk gown is 
worth ten times more than similar commodities of 
cotton, itis clear that consuming the same quanti. 
ties of each will not equalize the trade. To com- 
pensate the cotton planter for excluding a silk gown, 
purchased and imported by his cotton, the girls 
must wear oat ten sownsin itsstead. This would 
require an unusual activi'y of motion, and a ward- 
robs far outnumbering that of the Duieh girls, with 
their woollen petticoats, so ludicrously described 
by Washingion Irvingia his Knickerbocker. if 
British cotton goods, equal in quantity, are substi- 
tuted in our markets for the.sils of France, it will 
cutoff the demand for our cotton exactly in the 
proportion that silk is more valuable than cotton. 

Norecan we see any. thing ia excluding French 
silks from our markets which will increase the con- 
sumption of raw cotton in France. Tae twenty 
millions of raw cotton purchased by hef silks and 
other manufactures is worked up into some eighty 
-or a hundred millions of the manufactured article, 
which is cousume’t almost entirely in France. This 
is the. consumption resulting from our cotton im- 


od 
í 


15,260,391! 13,246, 198) 13,724,034 | 


nufactured material. Do gentiemen suppose their 
invention and prowess in legislation, equal to such 
a task? ` 

Mr. Chairman, it does appear to me thatit is 
only necessary for Southern enterprise and indusiry 
to find a profitable market for our staples, and it is 
immediately struck at by this Government. Your 
tariff, before 1833, burdened cur commerce and de- 
pressed our staples in ail the markets of the world. 
In 1833—not from aregard to our interests, but 
contrary to our interests, to subserve the purpeses 
of our manufacturers, who didnot manufacture 
silk or make wines—yon left siiks aud wines free 


of duty. The treaty with France in 1831 redac-d- 


the duties on our long cottons, and left our cot- 
fon with a nominal duty* merely upon them, whilst 
it reduced the duty on wines. We accommodated 
ourselves to our situation. A lucrative and barm- 
less trade has grown up between ourselves and our 
first great ally; and now, the first: modification of 
the tariff proposed, is to cripple, and perbaps đe- 
stroy this trade entirely. If the spirit of retaliation 
is awakened, do gentlemen suppose that they will 
have it all on one side? . 

If [heard with regret. the advocacy of my col- 
league of this proposal, unnsceisarily to burden a 
trade peculiarly beneficial to the Sowh, it was with 
sill greater regret I heard him incredue? the sab- 
jest of a general adjustment of the tariff, He 
stated, and stated truly, it his posit stoite it 


debiedness of the Govern i, insta 
with the 
Woy, 


ihen, did he go further than the case required, 
and not only main‘ain the expediency cf taxing 
within the Jimiis of that act, bat disenss the sub- 
ject of a proteviive tariff generally,and broadly 
maintain that the act of 1833 was permanent and 
perpetual in its provisions, end the discr:minations 
it contains in favor of the manuneturers ought to 
be continued after the year 1842? Honor and 
honesty, he contended, required this at our hands. 
If these positions be true, è protestive tariff is fes- 
tened 02 the couatry forever. 

Tmainiain, sir, that the act of 1833 is not per- 
petual in its terms, but expires un the 30th day of 
June, 1842; and that the principle guarantied in 
that bill, so far from justifying the continuance of 
the protective policy ia our system of taxation, is 
directly the reverse, and looks distinetly to its entire 
abandonment. 

I recollect weli when this act first passed, taking 
my opinions rather from what others said, than an 
inspection of ihe act, I had an impression that this 
act did not expire in 1842: bet the duty of acting 
upon it, lately brought me to an examination of its 
provisions, and { saw immediately that my impres- 
sions were erroneous. 

‘The third section of the act provides: 

“That, until the thirtieth day of Janc, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two, the duties imposed by existing laws, as 
modified by this act, shall remain and continue to be collected. 
And fromand after the day last aforesaid, all duties upon im- 
portsshall be coiiected in ready money, and all credits now 
allowed by Jaw shail be, and hereby are, abolished; and such 
duties shall be laid for the purpose of raising such revenue as 
may be necessary to an economical admivistration of the Go- 
vernment,?? 

Now here, sir, “the duties imposed by e 
laws, as modified by this act,” ar 
continue to be collected” oniy un. 
1842; “and frem and after the day 
“such duties shail be laid for ths purpose of rats 
such revenue as may be necessary to an economi 


*The duty on cottons impovied into France, in American or 
French bottoms, is twenty francs on one huadred kilogrammes. 
The duty is the same on cottons coming from South America. 
A discrimination is made on cottons imported in French bol- 
tour m Eg Lt When im- 
ported inan The imparta- 
tion of cəttoa fr ates in ISIS, wa 
7,059,400 kilogram ; in 1988, it was 43,780,000 kilogrammes; 
whilst the importation from Egypt in 1825 was 7,635,009 kilo- 
‘grammes; in 1938, it was only 2,363,178-kilogrammes. 
-shows the progress of the trade. 


This 


any articles, excepting’on the ground of revenue. 
Ít has no constitutional right to lay its taxes ‘with 
the view of fostering the interests.of the manufac- 
turers, or in any manner promoting the interests of 
one class of producers rather than another; all be- 
ing equally entitled to any immediate or incidental 
benefit which may arise from the duties belonging 
to all, and laid for all. * This zet continues the dis- 
criminations in favor of the manufacturers until 
30th June, 1842, and says that then they shall be 
laid for revenue. Wha: was the compromise ef- 
fected by this aci? It was this, or it was nothing: 
We submitted to discriminations in the duties for 
the benefit of the manufactnrers fór nine years, on 
condition that then, and forever, the protestive 
principle was to be abandoned; and no discrimina- 
tions were to be impoxed, excepting those which a 
single eye to the revénue only would require. It 
was a great contest abou! coustiftelional principles, 
and it was setiled by tolerating an uneenstitudonal 
tate of things for nine years, that tae Constitution 
might then be restored. oo 

If, by the third section, the @aties are laid only 
until the 30th Sune, 1842, the fifth section of this 
act shows distinctly what shall be done after that 
period: “and xil imports oa whiri the ficat section 
(containing tre pr icles) of this act may 
operate, and ed to entry free 
from duty, or han twenty 
per centnim ad valers he sud 30r% day of 
June, 1842, from and u be admitted 
to entry, subject to such duty, now execeding twen-y 
per contum ad valorem, as stall he provided for by 
law.” ; 

There is herea guarantee that the protected, as 
well as the vapretezted aiticle:—thore. which bore 
a discriminatung daty for the i: of manufac- 
turers, and those free—shouid, all of them, be at 
leastaslow in the cuiy as twenty per cent. ad 
valorem; but not a word is said as to any discrimi- 
nation between them. They are to be then sach 
“as shall be provided for iy |] and an equal 
ad valorem duty is point seale of their 
adjasimeat, l besit n should you 
omit legislation on j ‘fore the 30th 
June, 1842, not a de that day ean be col 
lected throngh ike No tariff will be in 
existence. 

Is 
construction of this 
provisions; and that 
will be dead by its own l 
contains, on its faze, & 
principle—that, in hone 
to give it hfe tit, ay 
and unconstitu 
oursel ve igh, w 
nine years? “he prise 
excessive taxation, far bey 
Government, with ail the prs of a surplus 
revenue, in ils influence apon the currency; and 
we bave before us, under the banefal influence of 
the deposite act, flawirg from iis terms, the stili 
greater disaster, if carried into effect, ofa distribu- 
tion of a portion of our reveane to the States of the 
Confederacy. All these evils, past and prospec- 
tive, w je encountered, that te manufacturers 
might have the fail benefit of the privileges this 
act conferred upon them. And now, when their 
porion oF the compromise is to'be performed, what 
do webea:? Any stirring appeals to the Northern 
States to stand to their engagemenis—~io furfil their 
faith by every consideration whica individual or 
national honor can inspyre, and abandon forever 
ihe principle of prorceuon? No, sir! no; the ap- 
peal is made fo ‘us—to us, who, thirty 


irmas, an extraordinary 
at itis perpetual in its 
© buund—although it 
ilation in 1942, and 
the protective 
, ware bound 
ethos. unjast 
ons, to disburden 
ne their weight for 

We have endured 

the wan's cf our 


tor 
years, have borne discriminating duties for their 
benefit: .. We must bear more; and bear it for- 
ever—yield wp the principle of e and ones 
mofelie at the merey of a majority in Congress, the 
prosperity of whose constituents, in their opinion, 
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rises exactly in proportion to our opposition. And 
all. this we must do in the sacred name of honesty 
and honor: Why, even supposing my colleague’s 
construction to be correct, and that there was a 
distinet clause in the act of 1833, declaring that 
the protected articles should “have a discrimi- 
nating duty in their favor of 20 per cent. forever— 
what moral principle would bind us to its observ- 
ance? We have declared, that in our. opinion, all 
discriminations made in our tariff, for the benefit 
of manufacturers, are unconstitutional. Admiting 
that former. statesmen, filling the seats we now 
occupy, had made legislative arrangements with 
respect to this subject, which come in direct con- 
flict with.our views of the Constitution; could we 
dare observe them? The Constitution was over 
them, as itis ovér us; and we are sworn here ‘to 
maintain, protect, and defend” it. he oath is 
our own, and so must be its responsibilities. No 
plea of. the abandonment of others of their con- 
stitutional duty, if they have done so, can absolve 
us from our oaths, or exemptus from performing 
ours.. I assume no authority over the consciences 
of others, nor will I usurp the high prerogrative of 
judging them; but, for myself, I say, if I ever vote 
for the imposition of discrimmating duties for the 
benefit of manufacturers, under the present Con- 
Stitution, I shall deem myself guilty of moral per- 
jury. 

Mr. Chairman, I am not singular in my‘ con- 
struction of the act of 1833. Several of the States 
of the South have taken the approaching adjust- 
ment of the tariff into consideration, and have 
passed resolutions showing that, according to their 
construction of this act, the protective principle is 
to be abandoned after 1842. Daiiag this winter, 
Georgia and Alabamy have passed resolutions, (I 
believe unanimously,) declaring a tariff recognis- 
ing the principle of protection, is unconstitutional. 
South Carolina has also spoken upon this subject; 
and, as one of her Representatives, I have at- 
tempted (although feebly) to give utterance here to 
her opinions.” On the 18th of December last, she 
passed the following resolutions: 

“Resolved, That the power given to Congress to 
lay and collect taxes, duties, and imposts, does not 
authorize Congress to collect money excepting for 
revenue; and that a tariff to protect the industry of 
one portion of the community, at the expense of 
the other, is a violation of the spirit and letter of the 
Constitution of the United States; and, when such 
a case occurs, the several Sates will decide for 
themselves the mode and measure of redress, 

“ Resolved, That the people of this State have 
cause to congratulate themselves that the party 
feuds which lately weakened the vigor of its coun- 
cils, have happily ceased; and that South Carolina 
now presents to the enemies of her policy and peaco 
au undivided front; and is prepared, as she is re- 
solved, to repel by proper means every aggression 
upon her rights, as a sovereign Republic, the 
instant that aggression is attempted.” 

Sir, there is no misunderstanding these resolu- 
tions, although they may be disregarded; but be 
assured of one thing: word for word—in spirit and 
‘in form—will they be redeemed and enforced by 
that free and gallant people. Itis not for me to 
anticipate their course, in an emergency which 
endangers their liberties, or appeals to their hone. 
‘They will be true to both; neither dismayed by ihe 
frowns of power, nor duped by the faithlessness of 
unprincipled cupidity. 

dainn 
SPEECH OF MR. YOUNG, 
OF ILIŠNOIS, Ff 
In Senare, Monday, Febsuafy 1, 1841. 

Mr. YOUNG addressed the Senate as follows: 

I rise, Mr. President, for the gpurpose of pro- 
posing to amend the motion of fhe Senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. CRITTENDEN,] Jo recommit the bill 
of the Senator from Missouri (Mr. Benvon,] by 
striking out all after the word’report, in the second 
line after the word resolved, and substituting the 
proposiuon of the Senator from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Catnoun,] with two or three slight altere- 
lions, and an additional section, which were adopt- 
ed with his concurrence, as a measure just and 
equitable to the old States, and by far more ac- 
ceptable to the new than that of the Senator from 


Kentucky, and against which neither, in wy judg- 


ment, can have any reasonable cause for com- 
plaint. I have. waited, sir, in the hope that the Se- 
nator himself {Mr. CaLuoun] would, as on a for- 


‘mer occasion, have brought it forward as thu ania- 


gonist proposition to that of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Crirranpen,] upon which the proba- 
bility now is we shall soon be called to vote. I 
trust, however, that he’ will continue to regard 
himself as its legitimate author, and, in case of 
necessity, come forward to the rescue, and defend 
its principles, as he has heretofore done with such 
distinguished ability, against all* assaults, from 
whatever quarter they may come, 

I feel myself impelled, Mr. President, as matter 
of duty to the State which I in part represent, in 
consequence of resolutions of instrection adopted 
by the General Assembly oa this subject some year 
or two ago, and which have not been repealed to 
my knowledge, ta bring this measure forward as 
the one most desired by that State, and to urge its 
adoption in the best manner I can, in preference to 
any proposition whatever, which has for its object 
distribution simply; and which does not carry along 
with ita just regard for the future settlement, po- 
pulation, and advancing prosperity of the coun‘ry 
émbraced within the limits of the new States. Sir, 
in many respects, which I will endeavor to point 
out before I sit down, I regard the consequences 
involved in the proposition of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Crirrenpen,] as decidedly hostile to 
the best interests of Illinois, at least, and that her 
rateable proportion of the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands would but poorly compensate for 
the injuries that would in the end be i: f ced under 
the eperation of such a system. But I will com- 
mence with the proposition of the Senator from 
South Carolina—and what, Mr. President, does it, 
when analyzed, propose? 

Ist. To dispose of the lands to the new States in 
which they are situated, reserving, in their future 
sales by these States, sixty-five per cent. of the 
gross proceeds to the United States, the States be- 
ing thereatter chargeable with the expense of com- 
pleting the surveys, extinguisbing Indian tiles, and 
for selling and otherwise managing the same. 

21. To secure to principle of graduation in the 
price, pre-emption to the settlers, and a final ces- 
sion after a limited period, of the refuse or unsaleable 
lands to the States in which they are respectively 
situated, 

34. To provide for the transfer of the evidenc2s 
of title from the seat of the Federal Government to 
the seats of government of the new States to which 
they properly belong. 

4th. To provide for the settlement of the coun- 
try without restriction, as well as the sale of the 
lands, as a source of revenue to the United S'ates, 

Sih. To remove the prohibition which restricts 
the right of the purchaser to two quarter quarter 
sections, or forty acre tracts only, and to permit the 
entry of such tracts, in future, in like manner as 
other legal subdivisions of the public lands. 


6th. To annul the restriction imposed upon the 
new States by compact, by which they are prohi- 
bited from taxing tne public lands for five years 
after the date of the purchase from the United 
States, 

Tu. To cede to the State of Tennessee all the 
unappropriated lands belonging to the United States 
within the limits thereof, for the reason that they 
are unsaleable, and of litle or no value to the 
community at large. 

And 8th and lastly. To set apart the sixty-five per 
cent. secured to be paid to the United States, for 
the exclusive purpose of increasing the navy, aud 
erecting fortifications for the common defence of 
the country. 

These, Mr. President, are the leading features of 


| the measnre origisa‘ed by the Senator from South 


Carolina several years ago, and again presented by 
him for our consideration at the present session. 
Is it one with which the old States ought to be satis- 


‘fied as a financial measure? 


The proposition comprehends within its entire 
seepe, the disposition of 154,497,785 aeres of the 
publie domain. Of his quantity, 1,776,210 aeres 
are situated in Ohio; 4 396,494 acres in Indiana; 


19,059,797 acres in Ilinois; 31,811,840 acres in. 


Missouri; 19,910,140 acres in Alabama; 11,543,- 
826 acres in Mississippi; 16,983,408 acres in 
Louisiana; 29,988,734 acres in Michigan; and 
28,027,304 acres in Arkansas. In all, nine States; 


' and a grand total of 154,497,765 acres, as before 


stated, up to January Ist, 1840. This, sir, is the 
quantity, no more nor less,-according to the last re- 
port of the Commissioner of the General Land Office 


those in the wide expanse of the West, extending 
from the western ‘borders of Missouri and Arkansas, 
across the Rocky Mountains to.the Pacific ocean, 
and to latitude 49 deg. north of the Territories of 
Iowa and Wiskonsan,. encircling within their 
range by far the greater part of the public domain; 
and by the estimate of which, the Billions of acres 
mentioned by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray] are produced; still left subject to the existing 
arrangement—to the old, well tried, and well ap- 


occasion for so much eulogium here of late, and 
from a departure from which so much mischief 
s2ems to be apprehended. “Of every hundred’ thou- 
sand dollars arising from these sales, within the 
limits of any one State, sixty-five thousand dollars, 
free from all charge, is to be paid into the public 
Treasury, and the remaining thirty-five thousand, 
after paying for the completing of surveys, extin- 


| guishing Indian titles, salaries of officers, land of- 


fice charges, and incidental expenses, is to, be. paid 


taining; they would of course differ according to 
the different condition of things in the several 


take to say that the residue, whatever it might be, 
would be an unreasonable compensation to the 
State for the service preposed to be performed. 
Butithas been urged as an objection, that the 
States might, and would, perhaps, refuse, upon set~ 
tlement, to pay over to the United States this sixty- 
five per cent. of the proceeds of the sales, as pro- 
vided for; and the deposite act of 1836, by whieh 


- about $28,000,000 was distributed among the 


States, although in form a deposite, has been cited. 
in illustration of the argument. 


To obviate all difficulty arising out of such a 
supposition, whether ill or well founded, it is: pro- 


count, as was provided in the original bill of the 
Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun] to 
make monthly payments as the sales progress,at the 
most convenient poists, where the moneys of the 
United States may be receivable. There is no oc- 
casion, nor is it intended, that the sixty-five per 
cent. shall go into the State Treasury at all. The 
payments will continue to be made in all respects 
as at present, by the receivers of the land offices, 
and there will be the end of it, without further dif- 
ficulty oradjustment. For example, suppose there 
is a land office in Quincy, Illinois, the town of my 
residence, and a Sub-Treasury, or a branch of a 
United States Bank in St. Louis, Missouri. Now, 
sir, all the receiver at Quincy has to do, is to make 
his deposites monthly, at St. Louis; take receipts 
for the amount paid to the Sub-Treasurer or 
Cashier, and the whole matter as to the Govern- 
ment interest is in this simple but prompt manner 
accomplished, without the necessity of any settle- 
ment whatever; except thatit may be proper for 
the register and receiver of the land office, in ad- 
dition to the reports which may be required by the 
State, to forward duplicates of the same, to the 
Treasury Department of the United States, or in 
such other manner as may be stipulated as most 
convenient and proper, by the parties concerned. 
So much, sir, as to the matter of revenue, and so 
much as to the security for its payment. 


Now, Mr. President, for the advantages 
which are supposed to result to the new States, 
from the adoption of this amendment, as con- 
trasted with the ‘amendment of the Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Crirrenpen] Besides 
the thirty-five per ceut, on the gross amount 
of sales, the whole of the lands- within the limits of 
the new States, would immediately become subject 
to their sole and exclusive jurisdiction, in regard to 
occupancy, settlement, and cultivation; the conflict 
of jurisdiction between the United States and thenew 


on.that subject. ‘The lands in the Territories, and . 


proved system of operation which has afforded the 


States; but T presume that no Senator will under- 


posed, instead of an annual adjustment of the ac-. 


info the State Treasury. What these expenses. , 
“would amount to I have not the means of ascer- 
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States avoided; ihe principle of graduation in. the 
price, and pre-emption to settlers secured; and a final 
cession of such landsas shall have been in the mar- 
ket, and remain unsold for thirty years to the States. 
It istrue, sir, that the Senator’s [Mr. CRITTENDEN’S] 
proposition embraces the principle of pre-emption, 
but: with what limitation, and with what restrictions, 
we know not; except. as inferences may be drawn 
from his:own argument and the arguments of. gen- 
tlemen who have followed his lead on this occasion. 
His honorable colleague [Mr. Cray] said some 
days ago in reference to, and in opposition to pre- 
emptions; and attempted to prove by documentary 
testimony, that much had been lost to the Treasury 
in consequence of a departure from the old system 
of selling all the lands in the first place at public 
auction, and that he had been informed that many 
of the pre-emptioners had, by rushing out and 
seizing upon the best lands, been permitted to pur- 
chase lands worth ten, twenty, and thirty dollars 
per acre, at the minimum price of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents an acre. Well, suppose thisstate- 
ment to be true; and, if.so, it musthave been in a very 
limited extent, in the original settlement of a new 
country, and what does it demonstrate? Nothing 
more than that the lands were, in a great degree, 


_made thusvaluable by the very settlement and culti- 


vation of which the Senator [Mr. Cray] complains. 
It is by the pre-cmption policy that we secure these 
occupants, wło have incorporated their labor with 
the soil, in’ their possessions, against the more 


‘Wealthy who buy ‘on speculation; and against 


whom they could not be expected successfuily to 
compete, at public auction; aud place the lands in 
the proper hands of those whose occupation is to 
cultivate them. i 

But the honorable Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cuay] says, will you break upand destroy by such 
measures, this old, well tried, and well approved 
land system, hitherto unchanged; that the flourish. 
ing States -of Ohio and Indiana have grown up 
under its benign influence; that Illinois has doubled 
her population in the last six years, and now has 
near half a million of inhabitants under its foster- 
tering care also; and concludes by asking emphati- 
cally, are you not satisfied with your prosperity? 
Itistrue, Mr. Prezident, that these States have 
grown up, as well. in population, as in agricultural 
improvement, and morals, with an unexampled 
degree of rapidity and prosperity. It was in con- 
Sequence of this prosperity, Mr. President, that 
Illinois, with her free white population, and liberal 


principles. towards foreigners, gave more votes at’ 


the late election for President than either Virginia 
or Kentucky; not that she had more population, as 
was erroneously stated in the sketch:of the debates, 
publisheda few days ago. Bat, sir, her march is 
onward; and if her legislative guardians -at home 
shall promptly discharge their duty in the preser- 
vation of her credit and her honor at home and 
abroad, who cannot foretell that -her destiny is no 
less than that of an empire State. 

But has the Senator [Mr. Cray] forgotten that 
this system of pre-emptions for which we contend 
commenced as. far back as 1813; and that it has 
been continued with but slight interruption ever 
since, until it has slmost become a part of the sys- 
tem of which hespeaks with so much commendation? 
and does he not know, that another important 
change was made in this old and well approved 
system, by. the act of the 24h April, 1820, trom 
a credit to a cash system; and by a reduction in the 
price of the land frem two dollars to one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre? And is it nota fact, 
that this unexampled prosperity to which he alludes 
is in a great degree attributable to these very 
changes, the pre-emption feature of which he now, 
at this late day, so much deprecates? . Sir, what 
said the honorable Senatcr from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Wexzsrzz] in reply to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr: Cray] in. the debate of 1838 on this 
same subject of pre-emptions?’ Mr. WEBSTER 
said: i P 

“The difference between the member from Kentucky [Mr. 
Crayjand myself on this occasion. is plain and distinct) Itas 
precisely this; . s A P 

“Ife is altogether against the pre-emptive right. We ig for 
carrying into operation the law, as it stands, and for giving it ef- 
fectover the lands on which these settlers live, in the-same way 
as over other ‘public lands. -He is for putting all these landa-up 
to open auction, and selling them tothe highest bidder, letting 
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the séttler take the consequence. Hesaysthere should be an- 


auction, and a free auction; and he argues, with that consisten- 
cy and cohesion of ideas which belongs tu him, that if there is 
to bea public auction, as he insists there ought to be, then 
there must be, and ought to. be, a perfectly free competition. 
Thatit should be as open to one man to bid as another; that no 
man, or men, ought tobe privileged or favored; that it is ridi- 
culous to talk of an auction, at which one man may bid, 
and another may not; or an auction, at which some bid- 
ders are told that others must have preference. He, therefore, 
is for a free sale, open to every body, and to be conducted in 

` that manner which shall ensure the receipt of the greatest sum 
of money into the Treasury. Now Isay at once, plainly and 
distinctly, that this is not my object. Ihave other views. I 
Wish, in the first place, to preserve the peace of the frontier; 
and I wish, also, to preserve andsto protect the reasonable rights 
of the settlers; because I think they have rights which deserve 
to be protected. These are my objects. Sir, if we could order 
an auction here, in this city, or elsewhere, out of all possible 
control of the settlers, and far fromall fear of any influence ot 
theirs, and could there sell the lands they live on, and their im- 
provements, for their utmost value, and put the proceeds of 
the whole into the Treasury, it would be the very last thing I 
should ever do, God forbid that I should make gain and profit 
out ofthe labors of these settlers, and carry that gain 
into the Treasury. I did not suppose any man would desire 
that. I did not suppose there was any one who would con- 
sent that the increased value of these lands, caused by the 
labor, the toil, and the sweat of the settlers, should be turned 
to the advantage ofthe National Treasury. Certainly, certainly, 
sir, I shall oppose al! proceedings leading to such a. result. 
Yet, the member from Kentucky has nothing to propose, but to 
sell the landsat auction for the most they will bring, at a sale 
which he says ought to be perfectly free and open to every body, 
and to carry the proceeds into the Treasury. Let the sales go 
on: that is bisdoctrine. Let the Jaws take their course, he says, 
since we live under a Government of Jawa. Tave a sale, make 
it free and open, and make the most of it. Let the Government 
take care that every body, who wishes to bid, be as free to do so 
as any other; and that no combination, no privilege, no pre-emp- 
tion, be suffered to exist. 

“Now, sir, in my opinion, all this is what we cannot do, if we 
would; and what we ought not to do, if we could. Ido not he- 
lieve we can have an auction, under existing circumstances, 
guch as the gentleman insists upon. The known condition of 
things renders it impossible. Fhe honorable member thinks 
otherwise, He will not agree, he says, that the President, with 
the militia and the army, cannot protect the authoritieyin main- 
taining a fair and open sale. Sir, is itdiscreet, is it prudent, to 
refer to such a recourse as that? Is it not greatly wiser, and 
greatly better, to remove the occasion, which may be dene with- 
out injury to the Government, and in perfect consistency with 
the rights of others, rather than to think of such measures ag 
have been suggested? For one, I disclaim all such policy.” 


But the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. CRITTEN- 
DEN] proposes to grant pre-emptions exclusively to 
those worth less than $1,000, for the sole purpose 

“of accommodating the needy honest settlers and 
cultivators of the soil. Well, sir, what is to be- 
come of the poor and needy (to say nothing about 
honesty) speculator under this arrangement? Mr. 
President, if the Senator had known the situation 
of many of these poor, needy, aud I may add, 
miserable speculators, I feel satisfied, from his 
goodness of feeling, that he could not have found it 
in bis heart to have proposed their exclusion from 
the benefits of his system; of which charity would 
seem to have been the moving consideration. 
Why, sir, of all the unfortunate beings in the com- 
munity, none commend themselves mere to our 
sympathy and charity asa class, under existing 
circumstances, than these same proscribed specula- 
tors in the public. lands. I believe, however, on 
reflection, that they will most likely find their relief 
under another proposition submitted by the Sénator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Carrrenpen] (the bankrupt 
Dill) which is pressing hard upon the biil under con- 
sideration, rather than under any system of pre- 
emption which could be devised by the ingenuity of 
gentlemen, and especially if the- cash principle 
should be retained, as I assure the Senator that 
most of them are very tender footed on this subject 
of cash payments just at the present time. 

But, Mr. President, is there no reason to fear- 
that the Senator, in the fulness of bis sympathy 
for these poor needy tillers of the soil, will, if his 
proposition succeeds, do more mischief to that 
class of individuals, than to any other, by his thou- 
sand dollar restriction? Suppose, for instance, a 
man of fifty years, with a large family of children, 
and an unhealthy wife, should emigrate from Ken- 
tucky to Illinois, for the purpose of making some 
provision for his children, in a new country, which, 
from his sganty means, he could not doin Ken- 
tucky, and he should unfortunately happen to be 
worth $1,050; would you exclude him from the 
benefits of your system? Yes, sir, beis worth 
fifty doliars tco much; and if he desires to procure 
good land, must buy second hand, at five, ten, 
and fifteen -dellars per acre, and yet there. are 
among the emigrants to the West thousands of 
just such persons and families. Į never will, Mr. 


- tionlaw. -I desire that all such laws may-:.be-free- 


and equal; that the rich and the: peor, and those of 
middle degree, may all farealike, provided ‘they 
will settle down upon the land, and culuivate it... 
Sir, I have lived through -a period, although: not. 
yet as gray as my old friend from Missouri {Mr 
Linx] and in reference to whom I use. the word 
Sriend-as no common-place term, in which we-have © 
had many ups and downs, in the way of hard times 
and measures of relief; and my experience has.’ 
been, with-but few exceptions, that the “poor peo- 
ple,” as they are called, and for whose benefit these 
measures. of relief are ostensibly proposed tobe . 
enacted, are, for the most part, the’ very- persons 
who suffer most by them, and have the least occa. 
sion for their enactment.. And such is the case 
with your border people, who are represented here 
as being “poor squatters,” or rather “poor intru- 
ders,” upon the public lands. Sir, all :they desire 
by your legislation here is, that you shall do equal ' 
justice to the rich and to the poor—by selling your 
land at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre to: 
all who are willing to go upon and. cultivate them. 
At this price, the poor can compete with those who . 
are really rich, when they could not at the. sales. by 
auction, and only desire that those who go first upon 
the land shall have the preference in the purchase 
of it. Mr. President, these squatters. are the men - 
who are semper parali, always ready, at the day,.to 
pay their ¢200 for their 160 acres of land; while 
the land dealer, or speculator, in most cases, can 
purchase, or not purchase, as the banks, for the 
lime being, happen to extend their accommodations 
in that way or not. How is it wilh the bankrupt 
bill, which is pressing so closely upon our heels, as 
a great measure of relief? Is this intended for the. 
unfortunate poor man, or is it fora more favored 
class of individuals? In this I believe, Mr. Presi- 
dent, the thousand dollar principle works the other 
way. a 
But, Mr. President, if this scheme for distribu- 
tion succeeds, are we not in danger in the new 
States, from. the eupidity ‘that, may be excited in 
the old States, to make it exclusively a money 
measure, with an eye single to the.dividends, of | 
having the price raised upon us? But more than 
this: have we not just cause to fear that an attempt 
will be made to limit the settlements to such lands 
only as shall be subject to private entry, and that 
our borderers are hereafter to be considered, 
watched, and dealt with, as a band of lawless de- 
predators and trespassers? What, sir, said the Se- 
nator from North Carolina [Mr. Mancum] on this 
subject but a few short days ago? He said, if I te- 
member, “ihat he had been informed that great de- 
predations bad been committed upon the public 
lands in the West; that these trespasses. were. con- 
sidered not only excusable, but honorable, by those 
who committed them, and concluded by warning 
the old States to watch this interest with increased 
vigilance, and to adopt measures to prevent such 
spoliations in future.” f 
Thus, Mr. President, I suppose we are to have, 
under this new guardianship, a cordon of spies, or 
common informers, upon our frontier-——perhaps 
one from cach of the old States—the settlers are ‘to 
be driven off, nolens volens, by a inilitary force, if 
neeessary—their cabins burat down—their crops 
cut up and destroyed, and themselves subjected: to 
fine and imprisonment, or other pains and penal- 
lies, if they should happen to cross over the border, 
and cuta few logs for a cabin, make a few rails to 
fence a truck patch, or even cut down a board. or a 
bee tree, although it may be considered “honora~ 
ble” among backwoodsmen, in accordance with the 
public sentiment generally, and in conformity. with 
the immemorial usage of the country. . Sir, let me 
tell that Senator that such a system of espoinage 
upor the citizens of the new States, hitherto unpre- 
cedented, or any other system of that character, 
will never be submitted to. 5. 
Mr. President, as the honorable Senator from 
North Carolina [Mr. Manaom] seems to think but 
little af the morals of our pioneer pcpulation, on 
account of their honorable trespasses upon the public 
lands, ashe is pleased. to term them, I beg leave 
toset him right, abd to quiet his apprehensions on 
that subject, by referring to the honorable testimo» | 


President, give my consent to any such pre-emp |} By ofthe Senator trom Massachusetts, voluntarily 
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accorded, in behdlf of the. settlers'in. the West, 
shortly after be had. made a visit to that country, 
and when their character, on a like occasion to the 

resent, had: been called in question here. Mr. 

EBSTER said: 

“Much has been said of the general character of the settlers. 
T haveno extensive information, sir, on that point, and had not 
intended to.say any thing upon it. But ithas sọ happened that 
T have recently been in. the Northwest, and have met, for a 
short time, with‘many -of these settieys; and, since they have 
been spoken ef here with so much harshness, I fee! bound to 
say that, so far ae my knowledge of them goes, they do not de- 
setveit. Undoubtedly, sir, they are trespassers in the contem- 
plation-of law. They know that very well. They are onthe 
public lands without title; but then they say thatthe course of 
the Govérnment heretofore has been such as to induceand en- 
courage them to go where they are; and that they are ready 
and willing to do all that Government has required from others 
in. similar circumstances; that is, to pay for the landsat the 
common price. They have the general character of frontiers- 
mien: they are hardy, adventurous, and enterprising. They 
have come from far, to e#ablish themselves and families in new 
abodes in the West, ‘They appeared to me to be industrious 
and laborious; ‘and I saw nothing in their character or conduct 
that seis [aay draw upon them expressions of contumely 


and reproa 
~Brt, Mr, President, this plan of restricting the 
sales, and of consequence the settlements, to such 
lands only as shall, for the time being, be subject to 
Private entry, is no new doctrine. As far back as 
December, 1829, now eleven years ago, Mr. Foot, 
‘of Connecticut, then a Senator on this floor, intro- 
duced a resolution instructing the Committee on 
Public Lands to inquire into the expediency of li- 
miting the sales of the public lands for a certain 
_period to such only as had been before that time of- 
fered for sale, and subject to private entry at the 
minimum price; and also whether the office of Sur 
veyor General might not be abolished without detri- 
ment to the public interest. This, sir, was a dis- 
tinet proposition, coming from a distinguished Se- 
nator from un old State, not only to restrict the 
sales to the lands subject to private entry, but to stop 
the surveys, and even to abolish the office of Sur- 
veyoy General, so that no more could be made in 
fixture. Here, then, we have an exemplification of 
the record of what we of the new States may ex- 
peat, if the old should once fairly get their clutches 
upon these public lands. Yes, Mr. President, here 
was a proposition which, if it had been adopted, 
would have put an end to all the inducements to 
emigration. The operatives (as they are called) 
would have remained in the manufactories, Gr as 
‘tenants and dependants in some form to (heir more 
weslthy neighbors, in the old States, and all the fa- 
cilities for the extension of our ceitlements and im- 
provement of the country broken up and utterly de- 
stroyed. And not only so; for we shall soon bave 
claims set up, under a variety of pretences, to cer- 
tain rateable proportions of this great trust fund, 
(as it has been called,) in the way of back 
rations, with a just view, doublless, of equalization, 
in respect to the Jands which have been granted to 
the new States for internal improvements and the 
purposes of education; and for this, also, we are 
not without precedent. As far back as January, 
1821, Mr, Lioyd, of Massachusetts, then a member 
of this body, submitted for consideration a resolu- 
tion instructing the Committee on Public Lands to 
inquire inio the expediency of granting land for the 
urpose of education within the limits of the old 
tates, corresponding with the apprepriations which 
had been made for the same object within the 
limits of the new States. Had that Senator forgot- 
ten that these lands for school purposes were grant- 
ed by virtue of compacts, and in consequence of a 
valuable consideration, on the part of the new 
States, and were not mere donations? And what 
was that consideration? Take the State of Illinois 
for example. Congress agrees, on the part of the 
United States, that section No. 16, in every town- 
ship, shall be reserved for the use of schools; to 
grant to the State all salt springs, and the Jands re- 
served for the use of the same; five per cent, of the 
nett proceeds of the sales of the public lands within 
the State; two-fifths to be disbursed by Congress in 
making roads to the State, and three-fifths by ‘the 
State Legislature for the encouragement of learn- 
ing; and aii entire township of land for a universi: 
ly» For which favors, Iinois agrees, on her patt, 


that she will exempt from taxation all lands sold ` 


after the 1st of January, 1819, for five years; all 
lands granted for military ‘bounties for three years 
from the date of the patents; and that she would 


Pre-emption Law—Mr. Young. 


not tax the lands of non-residents higher than those 
of residents. This was the consideration, and 
what does it amount to? According to the report 


‘of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 


the amount of money received on account of sales 
of the public lands, in that State, jnto the national 
Treasury, is stated at $14 207,046; the number of 
acres sold at $1 25 per acre, would be 11,365, 636. 

These lands, if subject to taxation from. the day 
of sale, at two cents per acre per annum, which 
corresponds with the rate of taxation in that 


State, including the road tax, would, in five years | 


produce to the State the sum of $1,136 560. The 
quantity of land appropriated for military bounties 
is. stated at about 3,500,000 acres. This, at the 
same rate of taxation for three years, would amoun 
to $210,000; making together the sum of $1,346,560; 
and this system of exemption froin taxes is stiil 
going on pari pasty with the sale of the lands, and 
is applicable to the nineteen millions of acres still 
unsold in that State. And what amount of lands 
has been granted to Ilinois, for various purposes, 
internal improvement, education and all, in consi- 
deration of this exemption? Why, sir, according 
to the Commissione’s report, from which I have 
quoted, 1,537,317 acres up to January Ist, 1840; 
and I believe, if we may judge from the “‘signs of 


' the times” here, that we have received but precious 


little since, with a very gloomy prospect for the 
hereafter. These facts, I trust, Mr. President, will 
put to rest this question of equalization, at least as it 
regards the State of Illinois, as! think that all 
unprejadiced men will agree, to use a Wall street 
expression, that we have granted a pretty broad 
margin to Uncle Sam for all the favors and pri- 
vileges he has conferred; to say nothing of our re- 
fraining to tax all the lands for an indefinite period 
of time, during the continuance of their ownership 
by the United States. 

The operation of the proposition of the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. CaLnoon] will be, to 
avoid all oecasion for conflict of jurisdiction be- 
tween the United States authorities anl thoxe of 
the new States. And this, Mr. President, is, in 
theory if not in practice, and a theory which may 
be practised upon, a most important consideration. 
The act of Congress of March 3d, 1807, authoriz- 
ing the President to cause the settlers on the public 
lands to be removed, is still unrepealed. That act 
provides, “that the President of the United States 
may direct the marshal, and employ the military 
force to remove persons (squatters of course) un- 
lawfully taking possession of the public lands until 
thereunto authorized by law,” &c. And the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky [Mr. Cuay] insists that it should 
be enforced at least as to the unsurveyed lands, if 
not as it regards all Jands until they are first 
brought into market, and offered at public auction, 
in such manner as tosecure a faic competition at 
the sales. And he predicts in such an evert, that 
many of them, which are now sold to the squatters 
under our pre-emption laws, at $1 25 per acre,” 
would seli for 10,20, and even as high as $30 per 
acre. Now, Mr. President, there are in the State 
of Illinois 4,322,171 acres of land as yet unsur- 
veyed—a very considerable amount of that which 
is surveyed has not as yet been brought into mar- 
ket. These lands are situated in the Northern part 
of the State—embracing much, if not the whole, of 
whatis calied the Rock river county—and most of 
them thatare desiiable are settled upon by these 
same “squatters.” Well, sir, the State proceeds in 
virtue of her sovereignty, a3 she has done, to district 
the entire State into counties; to establish seats of 
justice for these counties; directs courts of jastice 
to be held in them; provides for the appointment 
of sheriffs and constables; and for the organiza- 
tion of the militia; and whatever else is necessary 
to put the machinery of the body politic in motion. 
Now, sit, take one of these counties in which the 
public lands are unsurveyed, or, if eurveyed, have 
not been brought into market, but which, nevertke- 
less, is settled and giving its thousand votes at our 
elections; and ‘suppose that, under th's law of 1807, 
to.which I have alluded, er anyother law that 
Congress, in its wisdom, may see ft to pass upon 
the subject. of -preventing trespasses, the President 
should direct the marshal of the State to remove these 
persons as trespassers, and to use a military force, 
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if necessary, in their expulsion; and suppose still 
further, that the cireuil court of the county should 
happen to be in session when the marshal, with his 
military posse, went to execute the mandate, and 
the marshal should, in obedience to his orders, say 
to the sheriff, or to the judge upon the bench, Gen- 
tlemen squatters, in the name of the Ucited States, 
I arrest you as trespassers upon the public lands !! 
Sir, the ining is impracticable. You cannot, and 
you ought mot to be permitted, if you had the 
power, to execute any such law. I know that I 
have put a strong case, but it is, nevertheless, one 
which might arise, if Congress should, at any time, 
attempt to enforce such laws within the jurisdic- 
tional limits of an organized sovereign State of this 
Union. Tae Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
CaLuoun] proposes to avoid any such conflict of 
jurisdiction, by placiag the lands at once under the 
superintendency of the States, to which they re- 
spectively appertain, where of right it should be- 
long. With the right of pre-emption, the Senator 
from South Carolina proposes graduation and re- 
duction in the price, and a final cession of the re- 
fuse lands to the States. His preposition is: 


“That the minimum price, as now fixed by law, shall remain 
unchanged until the thirtieth day of June. aforesaid; but, after 
that period, the price may be reduced by the States respectively, 
according to the followingscale; all lands theretofore offered at 
public sale, and then remaining unsold ten, gees or upward, 
preceding the thirtieth day of June aforesaid, may be reduced 
by said States to a price not less than one dollar per acre; and 
all lands that may have been offered at public sale, and remain- 
ing unsold fifteen years or upward, preceding the said thirtieth - 
day of June, eighteen hundred and forty-two, may thereafter 
be reduced by said States to a price not less than seventy-five 
cents per acre; and all lands that may have been offered at 
public sale, and remaining unsold twenty years or upward, pre- 
ceding the said thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and for- 
ty-two, may then be reduced by said States to a price not less 
than fifty cents per acre; and all lands that may have been offer- 
edat public sale, and remaining unsold twenty: five years or ap- 
ward, preceding the said thirtieth day of Juve, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-two, may thereafier be reduced by said States to 
a price not less than twenty-five cents per acre; and all'lands 
that may have been offered at public sale, and remaining unsold 
thirty years or upward, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, shall be ceded immediately to 
the States in which said lands are situate: Provided, That all 
lands which shall remain unsold after having been offered at 
public sale for ten years, and which do not come under the 
above provisions, shall be subject to the provisions of pre-emp- 
tion, graduation, and disposition aforesaid, at the respective pe 
riods of ten, fifteen, twehty, twenty-five, and thirty years, after 
said gale, commencing from the expiration often yearsafler the 
game had been offered at public sale.” 


In reference to this subject he [Mr, Cauwoun] 
says: 

“Phat the occupants of the public lands partake of the feeling 
that the same price ought not to be exacted for the inferior as 
for the good lands. They are unwilling to give for the inferior 
lands, which for the most part they occupy, $1 25, when a 
small part only of the best lands offered for sale would com- 
mand that price; and feel that they have something like justice 
on their side in not giving so high a price for their possessions. 

“This feeling must be met; and it is proposed to meet it by 
the provisions for graduation and pre-emption which I have 
just stated; a policy so liberal towards a large, though a poor 
class, not Jess honest and patriotic than the rest of the commu- 
nity, could not failto havea happy effect, not only in reference 
to them, butin a more enlarged point of view. One ofthe most. 
important would be the great increase of the number of small 
freeholders, which, in the hour of danger, would prove of vast 
importance, especially in the weaker portion of the Union—in 
the Southwestern States—where the provision would have the 
greatest effect. It would be the class that would furnish the har- 
diestand best soldiers, with the advantage of being inured to 
the climate. Combined and modified as they would be, they 
cannot but havea powerful weight in inducing the occupant to 
purchase. It will work a revolution in his character. He will 
regard himself, on his Jittle domain, more a freeholder than a 
sqatter, and as the price in the descending scale of graduation 
approzches the price that lands, such as he occupies would sell 
for, his industry and economy willbe exerted to be prepared 
withthe requisite means to make the purchase. The liberal 
character of the policy would impress him with deep feelings 
of respect for the justice and care of the Government; and the 
security it would afford would put an end to the esprit de corps, 
which otherwise would be so strong, and all, combined with 
the influence of the States on the side of the Government, would, 
1 feelconfident, guard effectually against the danger of losing 
the lands, as far as the occupants are concerned, in the only way 
that would be practicable.” 

l understand, Mr. President, that the lands in 
your State (Kentucky) belonging to the State, 
south of the Tennessee river, have been gradually 
reduced from fifty cents down to twelve and a half 
cents, or as they call itin that State, nine pence, to 
the acre. Now, willthe Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. Crirrenpen] require mordi from us of the 
new States than is exacted from the people.of bis 
own State. And will not the same rule which will 
apply to the inferior lands in Kentucky, apply with 
equal force to lands of the same quality in. Mlinois, 
sepafated as they are by the Ohio river only, and 
inhabited by the same kind of people? Sir, itis 
a bad rule which will not work both ways. 
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It is also proper as financial measure. The 
desirable jands, in the course of afew year, are 
sold at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre— 
after: which the sales become limited, and will not 
much more than pay expenses; the price is then re-" 
duced to one dollar per acre. This stimulates the 
settlers and others to make a further examination, 
and the next best portion is culled and purchased, 
and considerable addition is made to the revenue. 
The sales again relax, and a further reduction is 
made in the price with similar results; except, that 
less and less quantities are purchased at each sub- 
sequent reduction, until the sales of those which 
are left will not pay for selling. Tis period is 
limited, by the Senator from Soath Carolina, at 
thi:ty years; as the time when the quantity remain- 
ing unsold, after being culled and reculled, again 
and again, should be ceded as refuse lands to the 
States. Take the State of Ohio for example. Ac- 
cording to the report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, the sales in that State for the 
first three quarters. of the past year (1840) amount 
to $27,146 only, and the expenses of selling, &c. 
are stated at $7 596—leaving a balance of $19,550. 
Yes, sir, less than twenty thousand dollars. Daur- 
ing the same period, the sales at the land office at 
Zanesville amounted to $1,099, and the expense of 
selling $811—leaving a balance from that land dis- 
trict of $288. Inthe Cincinnati land district the 
sales are stated at $803, and the expenses of selling 
at $759-——exhibiting a balance of $44; in the 
-Wooster district the sales amounted to only $50, 
there having been within all that time but a single 
forty acre tractsold, for $50,while the expenses ofsel- 

ling itamounted within the same period to $720; and 

in the Steubenville district there were no sales at all, 
where the amount of incidental expenses’ 1s stated 
cat $774, I will not refer to any of the other 
States, although I believe thatthe account from 
the Sate of my friend from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Wanxer,) if looked into, would be found to be ina 
very lean condition. Now, sir, does not this state- 
ment of facts, about which thare can be no dispute, 
demonstrate, beyond controversy, to all who are 
unprejudiced, that the time bas arrived when these 
lands, no longer profitable as a source of revenue 
to the United Siates, should be celed to Ohiu? 
And for what, sir? That the State may apply such 
portions tothe purpose of internal improvement and 
education as can be made available, and donate 
the residue in small quantities to the poor, who 
may not have the means of purchasing even at the 
most reduced prices. In the consummation of this 
-plan, also, ine entire country will become setted: 
the lands will all become taxable, and contribute 
their due proportion of revenue to the State, instead 
of being held upby the United States for an inter- 
minable period, tax free, and not subject to settle- 
ment and improvement. How long are these un- 
saleable refuse lands to be'held up under the present 
system for a market? Cennected with this sub- 
ject, is the proposition to sell hereafter in quarter- 
quarter sections, or forty acre tracts, without re- 
siriction—the gales at present in forty acre tracts 
being limited to two entries only, to the same in- 
dividual—for what reason I never knew, or could 
understand. This privilege is to be continued 
with the graduation of the price, so that the puor- 
est man in the country may, if he chooses, become 
afreebolder, and possessed ofa home whieh he 
can call hisown. The lands belonging to the 
United, States, in the State of T-nnessee, having 
long since ceased to be regarded as a sonrce of re- 
venue, should, in like manner, as in the ease, of 
Ohio, but for stil strenger reasons, be ceded ts that 
S:ate wilhout further delay. 

The Senator from South Carolina also proposes 
to provide for the transfer of the evidences of title 
from the seat of the Federal Government to the 
sea's of Government of the new. S:ates, to which 
they properly appertain.. This, sir, is also an im- 
portant provision; for nothing can be more des ra- 
ble than to have the tiles to real estate—that pro- 
perty which, above ail other, constitutes the per- 
manent wealth of a State, from its immovable 
character and natural tendency to advance in va- 
lue—witbin the reach of.every man. who -may be 
interested in them, so that he can. refer. to -them 
with convenience, and procure duplicates in case 


of loss or accident, at a comparatively small ex- 
pense. : ; 

It is also proposed by the amendment which I 
have offered, to annul the restrictionsimposed upon 
the new States by compact, by which they are pro- 
hibited from taxing the lands for five years after the 
date of the purchase from the United States. I 
bave shown, sir, in the progress of my remarks, 
that the State of Illinois has already lost, in the 
way of revenue upon the lands sold within her 
limits, $1,136,560 by this restriction, and without 
any advantage whatever to the United States, and 
what she will lose by its continuance, upon those 
that are unsold, which afe stated at more than nine- 
teen millions of acres. 

Suffice it to say, Mr. President, that in our pre- 
sent indebted condition, a repeal of this restriction 
upon the taxing power of the States, is imperiously 
demanded, and ought not longer to be withheld. I 
believe, sir, that I have stated and gone through 
with the leading features of the proposition of the 
Senator from South Carolina, and have endeavored, 
in my plain way, to illustrate, by facts and argu- 
meni, the advantages which will, in my judgment, 
result from its adoption to the community at large, 
the old States as well as the new. 

But, sir, I have said that if the distribution 
scheme succeeds, are we not also in danger of hav- 
ing the price of the lands raised upon us? Was not 
such a proposition made by. an honorable Senator 
here, [Mr. Prenriss,] who never moves except 
upon due consideration, at the session of 1837 38? 
And what said the honorable Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Wexsrer,] who stood nobly by us 
on that occasion, as he has done on many other 
occasions, when it was made? Mr. Wessrer 
said: 

“It has been proposed also so to amend the bill, (the pre- 
emption bill of 1833.) as to require that the settler, in addi- 
tion to the dollar and a quarter per acre, should pay one-half 
of the actual value of the land above that sum; this value to 
be ascertained by appraisers, appointed by the register of the 
land office. T could not agree to this amendment; because, in 
the first place, we have never adopted the principle of selling 
lands on appraisement. But secondly, and mainly because if 
these settlers have had any ground or reason to expecta pre» 
emption right from Congress, (which is the substantial foun- 
dation of the biil,) they have had, and now have, reason to 
eae on the same terms on which it has been granted to 

Nes, 

What more, sir, could have been said upon the 
subject, except to ask the Senator who moved the 
proposition, if they were more valuable than §} 25 
per acre, who made them so? I have introduced it 
to show that fears in this respect are not entirely 
without foundation. 

Hut again, sir, if Congress should pass a law to 
distribute the proceeds of the sales of the lands 
among the States; is it not virtually the same thing 
as parcelling out the land itself among the States? It 
ceases to be regarded 2s a source of revenue, and 
the States alone are interested in making the most 
of it. Would not such an arrangement in fact, 
abrogate the compacts by which the new States 
have agreed not to tex the lands during their own- 
‘ership by the United States, and for five years after 
they «ball have been sold? Has it not been con- 
tended here, not by one, two, or three; but many 
Sevators on the opposite side of the chamber, that 
the object for which these lands were originally 


| granted by Virginia and other States, having been 


fulfilel, they revert ta the grantors or to the 
Sates at large,and are now held by the United 
States in their aggregate capacity as 4 trust estate, 
and to be-disposed of accordingly? Sir, the whole 
matter of ownership, according to their arguments, 
has become radically and entirely changed. The 
lands have become a trust estate, Congress the 
trustee, and the States, old and new inclusive, the 
cestui que trust. They are no longer the property 
of the United States. Now, sir, if this be the case, 
I contend, that from the moment such a bill passes, 
these compacts will cease to operate, avd that the 
new States will have the right to impose a tax upon 
all ihe lands.withia their respective limits. Sup- 
pose, Mr. President, instead of disiributing the 
preceeds of the sales; the lands themselves, 
(which is the same thing in principle,) should 
ke paresiled out among the Slates; and ve should 
have a Werth Carolina reserve, a Connecti- 
cut reserve, a Vermont reserve, a Kentucky 
reserve; and since my friend from Pennsylvania, 
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who sits near me on the right [Mr. Sruraron] haa’ 
teceived his distribution instructions, which were 
introduced this morning, I sappose we must also 
have a Pennsylvania reserve; and soon: with 
reserves for each of the ‘twenty-six States 
composing the entire Union; «what, “sit, 
would be the effect of such a partition? Would 
not the whole of these lands become immedi» 
ately subject to taxation by the new States 
respectively in which they are situated? And where 
is the difference in principle, whether you distribute 
the land or the money arising from the sale of the 
land? Is this semblance of ownership by the United 
States to be kept up as a pretext to avoid such tar- 
ation? And are the new States to be frightened by 
this shadow of ownership when the substance has 
departed? I hold, therefore, Mr. President, that if 
a distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands should be made as proposed ‘by: the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. CRITTEN- 
DEN] that no arrangement will be just and  equita- 
le to the new States, which does not make a pro- 
per allowance for the amount of taxes which would ` 
accrue from time to time on all the lands thereaf- 
ter sold within their limits, for the purpose of dis- 
tribution; and which, independent of the restrio- 
tions I have mentioned, would be subject to taxa- 
tion as otber lands. ‘ a 

It is nevertheless true, sir, that the pre-emption 
principle is engrafted on the amendment of, the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. CRITTENDEN] and I 
have no douht of his sincerity and willingness to 
grant pre-emptions in some form, provided they go 
hand in hand with distribution; but not otherwise, 
if we may judge from his former opinions as ex- 
pressed upon that subject. Although there is a re- 
striction imposed upon the right of the pre-emption- 
er, by limiting the privilege to a particular elass, 
not worth exceedivg a thousand dollars, and the 
quantity of land stated at three hundred and 
twenty acres; still it has not assumed the 
form and features of a bill, and may not be 
all it would seem to be, when it comes to 
be run out into the details. For instance, are 
aliens and foreigners, not naturalized, to be included: 
within its scope or not? Will it be prospective in 
its operation, and will the settlers be permitted,. as 
heretofore, to settle upon the unsurveyed lands, 
and such as have been surveyed and not brought 
into market, or not? And if so, will they thereby 
hecome entitled to the right of pre-emption or nol? 
These, sir, and many other such considerations, 
ought not to be overlooked in a measure of such 
consequence to the people of the new States and 
the Territcries who reside there, and to all such as 
desire io go there for the purpose of procuring 
homes for themselves and families. They have not 
been overlooked in the bill introduced by the Sena- 
tor from Misrouri, (Mr. Benron,] which is fair in 
features and full in all its proportions. ‘Will the 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] consent 
to such a preemption law as thir? 

But, Mr. President, I desire to say something on 
the subject cf aliens—of such foreigners as have 
emigrated to and become inhabitants of the new 
States, and who are so vnfortunate as not to be 
naturalized according to the Jaws of the United 
States. Are these aliens to be admitted or not to 
the benefits intended to be conferred by your [Mr. 
CrITTENDEN’s] proposition? It would seem not, if 
the vote taken afew days ago on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Maxeum,] isto be regarded as an indication of 
whai may be expected from the advecates of dis- 
tnbution. Mr. Manaum moved to amend the bill, 
(Mr. Benron’s,] by excepting’ aliens from its pro- 
visions, when the vote stood-as follows: i 

Yeas—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Huntingdon, Knight, 
Mangum, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, and Ruggles 

Nays—Messrs. Allen; Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Porter, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tall- 
madge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, 
and Young—30.- — 

: ir, what did the honorable Senator from Massar 
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ehutetts [Mr. Weszsrzr] say. on this subject, when 
a similar proposition was made to exclude. foreign- 
ers, in.1838, by the honorable Senator from Mary- 
land, [Mr. Merrick]. if my memory serves me. 
And here I beg leave again to read from. the speech 


of the honorable Senator on that occasion. Mr. - 


Wessrer said: 


fit has been. proposed to amend this bill, (the pre-emption 


bill of 1838,].so as to limit its benéfits'to native or naturalized 
‘gitizenia of. the United States.. Although I have been heretofore 
disposed to favor sucha proposition, yet, onthe whole, I think it 
pusht not to pass, because such a limitation has been altogether 
unknown'in our general system of land sales; and to introduce 
ithare, where we are acting on rights already acquired, would 
be-hoth invidious and unjust.” 

: And in reply to his. honorable colleague, [Mr. 


Davis,] he further remarked: i 

““My colleague complains, also, thatthe bil) holds out great in- 
ducements to foreigners to come among us and settle on the 
public lands. He says it is an invitation to the nations of Eu- 
rope to open their work-houses, and send hither all their pau- 
pérs. Now, air, in all candor, is this the just character of the 
DI - Does it propose any change in our law in respect to fo- 
reigners} Certainly it does not. Always a foreigner could 
come here; always he could buy land at the minimum price; 
always he stood on an exact footing of equality, in this particu. 
lar; with our own citizens. And would my worthy colleague 
now make a difference by this bill? If two settlers are found 
onthe frontier, cach on his own quarter section, each with a fa- 
njily, and each living under a roof erected by his own hands, 
and on the produce of fields tilled by his awn labor, the one a 
citizen, and the other a foreigner not yet naturalized, would my 
colleague make a difference, aed confirm the sctliement of one, 
and break up that of the other? No, Fam sure, sir, he would do 
no such thing, His sense of justice and his good feeling would 
revolt from auch, a course of action as quick as those of any liv- 
ing human being.” 

_ And what better reasons could be given than that 
it would be a limitation altogether unknown in our 
general system of land sales, and that such a dis- 
Unction would be invidious and unjust—and espe- 
cially in the State of Ilinois, where they are ex- 
pressly permitted by statute to purchase, hold, and 
transmit real estate in all respects as citizens, 

But, Mr. President, my principal object in again 
introducing foreigners not naturalized, at this late 
period in the debate, is to reply more fully to the 
„remarks of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cuay] 
and the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Gra- 
Ham] in respect to the constitutional power of a 
State, and particularly cf the State of Illinois, to 
oo the qualifications of such persons as shall 

e admitted to the right of suffrage in the election 


of members to the most numerous branch of the - 


State Legislature, and consequently in the elections 
to be held for members of the House of Represen- 
tatives in Congress; who, by the Constitution of the 
United States, (article 1, section 2,) are required to 
possess the same qualifications. I understood both 
Senators to say, thata State had no power to admit 
an alien to vote, tnless he had been previously 
naturalized according ta the Constitution and Jaws 
ef the United States; and the Senator from Ien- 
tucky [Mr. Cray] went fariher, and said, that he 
had been informed that the foreign vote in Lilinois, 
that is, of persons not naturalized, which he de- 
¢lared to be illegal, had given the preponderancy 
to Mr. Van Buren in the late election for President 
in that State. Now, sir, if the result of the elec- 
tion in. Illinois isto be attributed to this foreign 
vote, all I bave to say is, that the Senator’s in- 
formant knows much more about the matter than 
I do.. In, the county in which I reside, there are 
many Germans, emigrants from foreign lands, who, 
I am informed, are not naturalized. Their vote was 
divided at the late election, but in what proportions 
Tam unable to say. I also understood that there 
were many foreigners, not naturalized, among the 
Mormons, who voted, and who voied as they had 
a right to do, almost without exception, for General 
Harrison. A large majority of the foreigners on 
the line of the canal, I suppose, (but of this I am 
entitely uninformed,) voted the Democratic 
ticket.. How they voted in other parts of the State, 
iknow not. With such a state of things, where, 
from their nature, it must be exceedingly difficult, 


if not impracticable, for any one to know who was: 


natutalized, and who not; what number voted, and 


What nolon what side the vote of this one and that 
one, individually, was cast, how can any one ane. 
dertake to say, with any degree of certainty, that: 


the.result was produced. by that or other causes? | 


Bit, there'are cettain. men in this world who al-: 


ways have a catse when 


defeat overtakes them,’ 


(as I. wiU presently. undertake to prove in regard to` 


whe defeat of Mr. Van Buren, and with him, the 


Bemocratic party.) who would assign very different 
reasons if the viciory had declared in their own fa- 
yor, and against the enemy. 

But Lcome back to the question as to the right 
of a State to qualify aliens to vote, without previous 
natural:zation according to the acts of Congress. 

The Constitution ef the United States, art. 1, sec. 
2, provides ‘‘ihat the House of Representatives (in 
Congress) shall be composed of members chosen 
every second year by the people of. the several 
States; and the electors in each State shall have the 
qualifications requisite for electors of the most 
numerous branch of the State Legislatures.” 

That “no person shall be a representatives (in 
Congress, who shall not have attained to the age of 
twenty-one years, and been seven years a citizen 
of the United States, and who shall not, when elect- 
ed, be an inhabitant of that State in which he shall 
be chesen.” 

It is provided by the same article, section 4: 
“That the times, places, and manner of holding 
elections for Senators and Representatives (to Con- 
gress) shall be prescribed in each State by the Le- 
gislature thereo!; but the Congress may at any 
time, by law, make or alter such regulations, ex- 
cept as to tbe place of choosing Senators.” 

In section 5, of the same article, it is farther pro- 
vided that ‘each House shall be the judge of elec- 
tions, returns, and qual:fications of its own mem- 
bers.” And in section 8, of the same article, it is 
provided that “the Congress shall have power to 
establish a uniform rule of naturalization through- 
out the United States.” 

These, Mr. President, are all the provisions in 
that instrument which have any relation to this sub- 
ject. Thus it will be seen that the qualification of 
persons who may be elected to the House of Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, is prescribed, fixed, and 
limited by the Constitution of the United States, 
while the power is reserved to the States to prescribe 


jgthe qualifications of the electors, by whom they are 


to be chosen; under the 10th article of the amend- 
ments to the Constitution, if there be a doubt, 
which declares that “the powers not delegated to 
the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibit- 
ed by it to the States, are reserved to the States re- 
spectively or to the people.” And this has been 
uniformly the practice since the commencement of 
the Government, under its present form of Admin- 
istration. 

Mr. President, I have, in reference to this ques- 
tion of State right, examined all the Constitutions 
of the States, Rhode Island excepted, which seems 
to be still working under the old charter granted by 
his Royal Majesty King Charles the Second, of 
England; and I find that, in every instance, the 
qualdication of electors for members to the State 
Legisla‘ures, has been prescribed exclusively by 
the States; and that many of them do not require 
citizenship as essential, or at all necessary in con- 
stituting the elective franchise. In fifteen of the 
States, to wit: Maine, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Alabama, and Arkansas, the word “citi- 
zen” is employed as a necessary qualification. In 
four of the States, to wit: Massachusetts, Vermont, 
Maryland, and North Carolina, the word “free- 
men” is used, and “citizen” omitted. In New Jer- 
sey, “all inhabitants” of full age, worth £50, pro- 
clamation money, with twelve months’ residence, are 
entitled to vote—under which description of all in- 
habitants, I understand the ladies in that Siate for- 
merly claimed and exercised the privilege of vot- 
ing; and had great influence in controlling the re- 
sult of the elections. In Connecticut, all “free- 
men,” at the adoption of their Constitution, and 
suchas become “citizens” afterwards. 
nesse, every free white man, being a “citizen” of 
the United States, with six months’ residence, with 


a proviso that no person shall be disqualified from - 


voting on account of color, who is by the laws of- 


the Siate a competent witness in a court of justice J 
Under this proviso, I un-_ 
derstand that certain persons of-color are permitted | 


against a white man. 


te vote in that State. The Senator. from Tennes- 


see [Mr. Anperson] says, that persons of color | 


are excluded by the new Constitution of that State. 


They were permitted by the old, and it was to that | 


In Ten- | 


I had feference, not having seen the new ore. In 
New Hampshire, the expression male “inhabi- 
tants,” excepting paupers, is employed. 

In the State of Michigan itis provided tiat—- 

“In all elections every white male citizen above twenty-one 
years of age, having resided in the State six months next pre- 
ceding any election, shall be entitled to vore at such election; 
andevery white male inhabitant of theage aforesaid, who ma 
bea resident of the State at the time of the signing of this Consti. 
tution, shail have the right of voting as aforesaid.” 

And in the State of Illinois, it is provided that— 

“In all elections, all white male inhabitants above the age of 
twenty-one years, having resided in the State six months next 
preceding the election, shall enjoy the right of an elector; but 
no person shali be permitted to vote, except in the county or 
district in which he shall actually reside at the time’ of the 
election.” 


And in the schedule of the Constitution of that 
State, it is further provided that— 

“All white male inhabitants-above the age of twenty-one 
years, who shall be actual residents of this State at the signing of 
this Constitution, shall have aright to vote at the election to 
boheld on the third Thursday, and the two following days of 
September next.” 

Which corresponds with a similar provision in 
the Constitution of the State of Michigan. Be- 
sides the State of Tennessee formerly; New York, 
Maine, and perhaps several other of the States, 
have, in like manner, conferred the right of suf- 
frage on persons of color, with certain property qua- 
lifications; and l saw, in a recent publication by ` 
one of the Northern members of the other House, 
that he attributed his defeat in the last election to 
this same colored vote. The States also differ in 
many other respects; some requiring property qua~ 
lification, some more or less time’ as to residence, 
and others that they should have paid taxes, etc. 
In regard to Michigan, it is evident beyond contro- 
versy, that the words “citizen” and ‘‘inhabitant,” 
were intended to be used in a very different sense, 
and to apply to a very different description of per- 
sons. It is certain that the word “inhabitant” was 
intended to include all persons, natives, aliens, and 
all, whether naturalized, or not, who were resi- 
dents of the State at the signing of the Constitution; 
while it is equally certain that a limitation was im- 
plied in the word citizen: upon those to come af- 
terwards. And this Constitution was ratified by 
Congress as being in conformity withthe require- 
ments of the Constitution of the United States, 
But I understood the Senator from North Carolina 
{Mr. Gnanam] to say that there might be a sort of 
special naturalization in this: constitutional way, 
while the general power was withheld from the 
States. Sir, the language of the Constitution of the 
United States is, that “Congress shall have the 
power to establish a uniform rule of naturalization”? 
only; so that a special naturalization, as supposed, 
would be without authority. And i hold further, 
that if this power of prescribing qualifications of 
electors belongs not ty the Siates, and that natura- 
lizalion is a necessary prerequisite, that it can no 
more be conferred by the adoption of a State Con- 
stitution containing such an exception, from the 
uniform rule, thanin any other way. It follows of 
course, from the practice of Congress, and univer- 
sal usage in all the States, that the construction al- 
ways has been that the power resided in the States. 
This, sir, has been the construction of the Consti- 
tution of Illinois; and foreigners, although not na- 
turalized, but who have become inhabitants of the 
State for six months previous to an election, 
have always been allowed to vote. The ques- 
tion with us has been, not as to the right 
of the State to prescribe the qualifications of 
her electors, but whether, in the employment of 
the word “inhabitants,” in cur Constitution, it was 
intended that foreigners, not naturalized, should be 
entitled to vote. But, sir, we went farther than 
this, as I mentioned in the course of a few remarks 
I made on this subject some days ago. In respect 
to the qualification of Governor, it was provided 


-in the body of the Constituticn, that he should ‘be 


at least thirty years of age, have been a citizen of 
the United States thirty years, and two years a re- 
sident in the State; and the Lieutenant Governor 
Was required to possess the same qualifications. 
Now, sir, in order to qualify a particular individu- 
al for this second office, who stood prominent ‘as a 
man of integrity and benevolenee, but who was a 
native of Canada, (Col, Pierre Menard of Kaskas- 
Kia,) it was provided in the schedule of the Consti- 
tution, that any person of thirty years of age, who 
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is a citizen of the United States, and has resided 
two years within the limits of the State next pre- 
ceding the election, shall bs eligible to the office ef 
Lieutenant Governor, any thing in this Constitu- 
tion contained notwithstanding. Well, sir, he was 
put upon the ticket with Col. Bond, who was no- 
minated for Governor, although they were of oppo- 
site politics, and continued to be so, as long as 
Gov. Bond lived, and both were elected by 
the unanimous vote of the people, without 
opposition, and both made excellent officers. 
To give you an instance of his plain but honest 

` bluntness, I will mention an oceurrence which hap- 
pened during a time when he was, by virtue of his 
office of Lieutenant Governor, presiding as Speaker 
of the Senate. In 1820, we made a State bank 
upon a capital of cred-t and confidence, (specie be- 
ing rather a scarce article at the time,) as a mea- 
sure of relief to the people, it being a time of great 
pecuniary embarrassment; and to make its issues 
the more acceptable as a cireulating medium, a re- 
solution was offered requesting the Secretary.of the 
Treasury to make it land office maney. Colonel 
Menard had been very much opzosed to the crea- 
tion of this bank without a specie capital. So, 
when the resolution came up for adoption in the 
Senate, he rose, evidently out of humor, and said, 
in his broken English—‘ Gentlemen, as it your 
wish, and itis my du'y, I will pat de question— 
but I bet any man fifty dollar he no made land of- 
fice money.” And the Colonel was right; it was 
not made land office money, and depreciated as 
low at one time as four for one. 

But the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Gra- 
Ham] objects to the right of a State to permit aliens 
to vote, for the reason that it will give an undue 
proportion of representation in the general eppor- 
tionment of political power among the States, and 
especially in the States where they are not admit- 
ted to the right of suffrage. This, sir, is an objec- 
tion easily answered, by reference to article 1, sec- 
tion 2, of the Constitution of the United Sates, 
which provides, that “representatives end Cirect 
taxes shall be apportioned among the several States 
which may be included in this Union according to 
their respective numbers, which shall be deter- 
mined by adding to the whole number of: free per- 
sons, including those bound to service for a term of 
years, and exeluding Indians not taxed, three- 
fifths of all other persons.” 

It is the number of persons of all descriptions, 
then, according to the enumeration which shall be 
made-at stated periods, and not the number of 
voters, which is to regulate the relative distribu ion 
of power among the States. s 

Mr. President, this word “citizen” seems afier 
all to have a very indefinite meaning. In its origi- 
nal acceptation, according to the French Dictiona- 
ries, it signified an “an inhabitant or freeman ofa 
city.” The natives of a city as contradistinguished 
from foreigners. According to Mr. Websters large 
quarto, it means technically in the United States, “a 
person native or naturalized, who has the privilege of 
exercising the elective franchise;” or the qualifica- 
tions which enable bim to vote for rulers, andto pur- 
chase and hold real estate. To ‘‘citizenize,” is to 
make a “citizen,” to admit to the rights and privi- 
leges.of-a citizen, and he gives as an example, 

-that “Talleyrand was citizenized in Pennsyivenia, 
when there in the form of en emigrant.” 

So that it reems that the State of Penns;lvania, 
at least in this instance, if it be correct, undertook 
for herself, and did citizenize, but for what purpose 
is not stated, a. foreign emigrant, without the con- 
current authority of the United Siates. 

From this circumstance, it appears, that there 
may be citizens of a State, who are not citizens of 
the United States. 

I come now, Mr. President, to consider of the 
causes which, in my jadgment, more than any other, 
led to the late defeat of Mr. Van Buren, and with him 
the overthrow, for a time, of the Democratic party. 
Our troubles, sir, commenced with the celebrated 
year of 1836; ayearlong to be remembered by those 
who have been attentive to the political. events of 
ihe times, as being fraught with more mischief, and 
bringing in its train more evils, moral and pecunia- 

. zy, than any which had preceded it, and itis to be 


hoped, any which has, or may come after it. Jt 


was during „ihis year more ihan avy oi 

States, corporations and individuals, alike heedless 
of the future, rushed headlong and madly into the 
broad vortex of speculation, and many haye been 
swamped and left miricg in the quicksands. Yes, 
sir, wide spread, desolating ruin has been the ccn- 
sequence. It was during this year, that the im- 


ports of merchandise from foreign countries ran 


up to the extraordinary sum of 189,980,035. dol- 
lars; 40 millions of dollars more than any pre- 
ceding year, and nearly 28 millions of doilars 
more than any year succeeding. While the ex- 
ports from the United States to foreign countries, 
for that year, were only 127,663,040 dollars— 
showing a balance of trade against us, for that 
year alone, of the enormous amount of 62,316,995- 
of dollars. The sales of the public lands, also, 
suddenly run up during that year to the sum of 
25,167,833 dollars—being 9,168,029 dollars more 
than any year preceding, and 18,160,310 dollars 
more than the sales of any subsequent year. 

The sales, Mr. President, for this memorable 
year of 1836, exceeded four millions of dollars in 
the State of Illinois alone. And so it was with 
every thing. The delusive phantom of specula- 
tion seemed to have taken complete possession of 
the human mind, and our extravagance and folly 
not only astonished and alarmed the sober minded 
and reflecting of ovr own country, but all Europe 
for a time stood still, and looked upon our rapid- 
movements towards wealth and fortune with won- 
der and amazement. Why, sir, during this period, 
the speculators in the public lands, in many in- 
stances, in their haste to become rich, looked only 
to the maps in the land offices to see what was va- 
cant, and swept it all, good, bad, and ind:fferent, 
(or I would be more correct if I should say, the 
bad, worse, and still more indifferent, as ihe good 
had, for the most part, been taken before) ‘hat wes 
sbject to private entry, far and wide; swamp, 
sand ridges end all, and where are they nov? No 
wonder, then, that the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray] can show by figures and by facis, that many 
of thelands which were some years before that 
time reported by the land officers as being of litile 
value, have since bezn soid at one doliar and 
twenty-five cents per acre. To give you an ex- 
ample of this system of speculation, and of its 
ruinous consequences, I need on'y to refer to the 
case of the New York and Boston Ii!incis Land 
Company. This, sir, is perhaps the most wealthy 
company of the kind in the United States. It is 
composed, for the most part, of gentlemen cf for- 
tune, who are stiil wealthy, notwithstanding their 
losses upon their investments in this stock. . Their 
purchases, I believe, exceeded a million of seres, 
and their lands are of average good quality; many 
of them are considered as among the very best 
lands in the State; and what has been the re- 
sult of their operations? Why, sir, with mest 
of their lands on hand, stiil unsold, with a 
large amount of taxes annually to pay upon 
them, their stock is down to thirty cents 
in the dollar, notwithstanding it is backed by some 
of the most subs’antial wealih in the country. Such 
being tbe facts ia regard to this wealthy land com- 
pany, what must they be with that inferior class of 
individuals who speculated exclusively on monty 
borrowed from the banks, and whese purchases 
wera in the gereral limited to lands of inferior qna- 
lin? Sir, comment is unnecessary. 

And now, Mr. President, for the application. 
Universal pecuniary embarrassment had seized 
upon many parts of the country; broken specula- 
tors and debtors ef every class and degree, and be- 
longing to every party, had in many instances be- 
come desperate, and cried out fora change! Yes, 
sir, this magic word change! change!! was rung 
from the mountain tops, and echoed throug’: the 
valleys, and this it was that, in my judgment, led 
to our defeat, and not the machinations of the 
bankers in Threadneedle or Lombard s'reets in 
London, or in Wall street, in New York. Nosir, 
many were in debt, and hopelessly in debt, without 
some great and extraordinary change, which could 
not be anticipated in ordinary goed times, when 
men are expected not only to support their families, 
put also to pay their debts, by a prudent and eco- 
nomical arrangement of their business, and an in-. 


dusirious application to their: occupation, whether 
it be that of merchant, lawyer, doctor, farmer, or 
mechanic. To all such—I speak in the general 
this change became desirable, aga measure of relief, 
for the reasch, as was stated, that they could not-be 
worsted; and that peradventure something might, 
in the course of coming events, tarn up forthe bet- 
ter, Sir, I will give yowan instance of this féel- 
ing in a case which, J am informed, occurred ‘in 
myown county. An individual who, on many 
accounts, had been regarded as a prominent mem- 
ber of the Democratic party, and who still professed 
to belong to it, said to one of his neighbors that he 
had not voted for either of the candidates for tle 
Presidency. Upon his neighbor expressing some 
astonishment, and asking the reason why he had 
not voted, he replied by way of excuse, “that in 
common with many of his neighbors, he had -been 
imprudent and was in debt; and, although it was 
still in accordance with his principles that Mr. Van 
Buren should be elected, that he believed it would 
he to his interest that General Harrison should be 
elected; and that between principle and interest be 
had stood still, and had not voted.” And thus it 
was with thousands and tens of thousands, who 
not only “stood still,” but voted for the enemy. I 
use the word enemy with no invidious or reproach- 
ful meaning. Well, Mr. President, our opponents 
have succeeded in bringing this change about as a 
great relief measure, and by unprecedented miajori- 
ties, asis generally the case with such méasures; 
and let them tale heed that it does not, like most 
other measures of relief, be found upon experiment 
not to answer the public expectation, and ikethem 
doomed, in case of disappointment, to very short 
duration. Who, Mr. President, of the West, has 
forgotten the history of my native State, of your 
own State, (Kentucky) and in your own times, in 
regaid to these same measures of relief; and who 
dees not recoileet the rapidity with which they suc- 
eessively passed away. In 1816 or 1817, the Le- 
gislature of that State chartered the celebrated lié- 
ter of banks, forty-two in number, as à measure 
of relief, and what became of them? Gore, 
sir, to the tomb of the Capulets. They ex- 
ploded one by one; and inthe space of a few 
short years, not one of all was left to tell the story 
of their misfortunes. And yet, sir, this measure 
was popular in itsday. Then followed the stay 
and replevy laws; theiold and new court q uestions; and 
the disasters which befel them, had, for a time, well 
nigh demolished the entire judiciary system of the 
Sate. How was it, str, in HWinois, the State of 
my aloption? In 1820, our old State bank (long 
since exploded and now almost forgotten) was es- 
tablished as a measure of relief it had no other ea- 
pital than credit and confidence, for we had no mc- 
ney, and its notes were payable in ten years. 
It was, nevertheless, a measure called for by the 
popular voice. Mr. President, its story is soon told: 
its notes very soon depreciated as low as feur for 
ene—the Supreme Ccurt of the State declared it 
unconstitutional, and the State lost one hundred 
thou-aud dollars by the experiment; and had, in 
the end, to borrow that amount to make good the 
deScit. In my judgment, Mr. President, all 
relief Jaws whieh interfere between debtcr 
and creditor, in respect to their contracts, are 
productive of mischief. They destroy punctuslity 
in dealing, corrupt the morals, and make men seek 
for advantages which they would not think of, ard 
| of which they wou'd be ashamed, under other eir- 
` cumstances, by affording this sort of legal: encou- 
ragement, under the seductive form of measures of 
rlief, Whether this change of rulers, and with it 
a change in the administration of the Government, 
zs a great measure of relief 10 the country, will or 
iL not prove to be an-exception to the rule, re- 
zins yet to be tried. Bat I can tell the gentlemen 
who are opposed to us, in the language of the Se- 
nator from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier,] with whom I 
perfectly agree on this subject, that much will be 
expected; that money must be made so plentiful as 
scarcely to be worth the asking for it; that every 
man must have his pockets filled and to give away 
if he chooses; that the banks are to throw opea 
théir vaults, that each may borrow what he pleases, 
withoat having to work for it, and without being - 
under any particular obligation to repay it Let 
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ail therethings, and many more in the way of re- 
hef, be not-done: ant who-can tell what may come 
af. disappointment? l 
_ Butit bas been said ibat Gen, Jack-on was the 
auihor of much. of this distress, 
banks, several. years ago, io discount liberally. 
Sir, this is.ac excuse for the banks having extended 
their accommodations, if they did so, beyond the 
limits-of reason auc propriety. It was the duiy of 
presidents: aad directors, in respect to the trust con- 
: fided 4o them by the stockhojders; it was their da- 
ty as offigers and as men, whoever may have ad- 
vised, natto have exceeded the bounds of prudence 
and the reasonable wants of the country, Sir, this 
almost universal disposition, when calamity over- 
takes-us, to impute thecaweto any thing rather 
than.our own mismanagement, reminds me forei- 
bly of the propriety of ear attending more closely 
than we arean fhe habit of doing, to the moral of 
a text from which our worthy and ialented chap- 
Jam. [Mr. Cookman] preached sometime ago, 
whichis as weil applicable in. polities as in matters 
of religion. “Che text was, “Take keed unto thyself.” 
Yes, sir, if any man will but take the trouble to 
examine himself in these matters of running in 
debt, ofovertrading and overliving, and the conse- 
quent embarrassmen and peo miary distress, he 
will very-seldom have to travel beyond his own 
door to ascertain the cawe. Sir, Lbame no man 
for-any of my improvident acts, I act upon 
my own judemrnt, ea all men who have ar- 
rived at years of maturity shouid do, and if E am 
deceived, F. endeavor to repair the loss, and 
profit by the experience, But, Mr, President, this 
change. of ‘osmpe da money matters, which 
has come upon as, did not come unexpected. The 
old, farmers of the conntry frequenty spoke of it, 
and said it vas inevitable. They said that proper- 
ty wag too high, that the people had become extra- 
vagant, and that the price of produce and of labor 
had run up to ficitious rates, which could not be 
sastained, and which were not, in fast, desirable 
for the general welfare of the ocuntry; that uniform 
reasonable prices would be ranch beter. All pre- 
dicted it; the pradent prepared for it, and those that 
were overtaken in (heir diflienites, exensed them- 
sleves by saying that it hed come soucer than they 
expected, or, as was most frequently the case with 
the. Whigs, put all the blame upon the Govern- 
ment $ 
t E have now only. a word, to say, Mr, President, 
in reply to the Senstor from New York, [Mr. 
Wearant;} on the subject of State stocks and State 
indebtedness, and will brisg my remarks, already 
span oat much Jonger than f intended, to 2 elose. 
Tunderstond the Senator to say that the present in- 
» debtedmess of the Srares, sesorcdive to the informa- 
Hon he had received, was about two hundred mil- 
ltons:of dollars; and thal akont half that amount, 
orone Bundred inlions, in stocks, had besn hypo- 
thecated Upon an average of about tiy cents lo the 
dollars that the time bad arrived for the payment 
of the advances; that shese pledeed stocks, in eon- 
sequence of a failure by the States to comply with 
the terms cupeu wi they were bypothecated, 
were ida contiien to be forfeited, and might 
now be «old the opariet si a sacrifice, 
for the benefit cf the buskers wilh whom 
they had been pledeed; and w w from 
these premises, tharany reat urs ty might be 
adepted here, by whieh qhe value of these stoeks 
would be « ia the houds of those bankers, 
would enure choto them benefit, and not te 
the States by vteey Rad been ple 
sir, I cannc : 
2 Wrieur’s] info 


an 


Fay 


When J was in Lor- 
someibivg more than 
“a year-ago, { node the practice ta be with 
mostof the States, ween twie was no an absolute 
ssleysimply to establish an agency for the vale of 


the facts are fa 
dom asian agent e 


thelr bonds ipon sieh terms as misbt he agreed 
Upon; say, forinstance, at <91 to ike C4100, as in 
my ‘own casey allowing to the bs che excess 


way of commissi-n ter selliiag, 
ge upon which enrad he geress to make certain 
advances to the Sule by instalments, io be reim- 
bursed ont of the frst sulés af bonds: Lat with the 


above that samby 


by advising the- 


i 
l 
i 


express provision in the agreement, tha! the bonds 
shail not at any time be sold fer less than €91 in 
the £100. There is also, in the general, a provi- 
sion thet the dividends accruing upon the stock sold, 
shall be payable at the house a hore sold, for which 


-itis usual to charge ‘cn? per cent. commission. 


This, sir, is my limited experience on the subjects 


` As long, therefore, Mr. President, as these stocks 


continue the properly of the States; whether 
subject to terfeiture or not, any increase in the 
pricé would surely tend to. their benefit, and not to 
the bankers by whom they are held—who can only 
ughifally claim to the extent of their advances 
with such additional interest as may have been 
agree-l upon. 


But, sir, I care not whether these bonds are in 
the hands of bankers or not; whether, if bankers, 
they reside in Threadneedie oc Lombard sireets, 
abroad, or in Wall er Chestnut streets, at home; 
or whether disposed of providenily or improvideni- 
ly, that it is our duty as States to pay them. 

And here permit me to read an extract from the 
late message of my excellent friend, Governor Car- 
lin, to the Legislature of Ilinois, now in session, 
on this important subject : , 

“These fembarrassmen’s (says the Governor, alluding to the 
debtof that State.) have grown out of our system of internal 
improvements, adopted by improvident tegisiation, at a time 
when the détusivye phantom of speculation seemed to have ta- 
ken possesaion of the human mind, and led the world into ex- 
travagance and error; and however deeply we may regret the 
evil which this system has entailed upon us, it would be un- 
wise and unpatriotic to sh i from the responsibility of apply- 
ing your best efforts to the pecuniary redemption of the Bate, 
and the preservation of ber honor, The vast debt she has al- 
ready Incarred must be paid; and this ean only be done by a 
strict and rigid maintenance of her credit abroad, and the wis- 
dom with which her measures are directed at home,” 

These sentiments, Mr, President, do eredit to the 
head and the heart of the man who otered them; 
and I trust will meet with a response from every 
member of our Legislature, whatever may be his 
politics, as wellas from every man in the State, 
who has the feelings of a patriot, and a proper 
respect for the credit and honor of the country 
which he hes selected for the home of himself, and 
his children who aretosneceed him. Sir, we have 
strugeled thus far svecessfelly., L hepe that we 
shall continue to struggle as with the united efforts 
of one man, and that under the influence of a be- 
nign Providence, our efforts may, in the end, be 
crowned with complete success. 

What! Winoiz, the fairest portion of this Union, 
dishonored? No, sir, her patriotic yeomanry, I 
trust, will never submit to so humihating a condi- 
tion, as that their beautiful State shall become a 
bye-word of reproach for having been the first to 
violate her mest rolemi engagements. 


At the cenclusion of the dehaie, and just before 
the vote was taken on his proposition to dispose of 
the publie lands tothe new States in whieh they 
are situated, upon certain conditions, Mr. CALNOUN 
rose in his place, and read from Gales and Sea- 
ton's Register of Debates, in suppert of his posi- 
tion, the following extract from the speech of Mr. 
John Randoiph of Virginia, in the Senate of the 
United States, in March, 1826, in reply to General 
Harrison, of Ohie; the subject of the Cumberland 
Road being under consideration: 

“Mr, Randolph again rose. andsaid, the gentleman is mista- 
ken I hesupposes tharf begrudge the people from Ohio the 
lands within the body of Ohio, 1 wish that every new State 
Srate, that in the shape of reeeive 
d 5 $ Mot be brouzhi ur 
the inflaenes of Ih square. bi other words, E wish 
ail the patronages of the lind ciee wasin the hands of “he 
idun Shites, and notin the hands of the General Govern. 
ment. Eamthe friend of State rights, and will eut down the 
patronage of this General Government, which has increased, is 
inereasing, and must be diminished, or we the State all be 
not only ‘shorn of our beams,’ sir, Lut ‘abolished quite. 

Mr. Berton thea rose, and read the follow'ng 
extract froma speech of Mr. Van Buren on the 
same subject, delivered in the Senate on the 18:h of 
May, 1826 

Mr. Van Beren said: 

“The subject of the public lauds was becoming daily more 
ani more interesting, and would oce rouch time in legisla- 
tion. Ft extended the patronage of the Cavernment over these 
States to agreat extent; it subjected the Statesin which those 
lands were situated, to an unwise and unprofitable dependence: 
on the Federal Government. Mr. V.B. said he should vote for 
every callon that subject, to enable them at at some future day 
to act understanidingly onit. No man could render the country 
a greater servicethan he who should devise some plan by which 
the United States might be relieved from the ownership of this 
property, by some equitable mode. Ife would vote for a proposi- 


psamd othe 


tion to vest the lands in the States in which they stood, on some 
just and equitable. terms, as related to the other Statesof the 
Confederacy. He hoped that, after having full information on thè 
subject,they would be able to effectthat great object.He helieved 
that ifthoge lands were disposed ofat once to the several States, 
it would be satisfactory to all.” 

Mr. Benton also read from the Senate journal of 
May 20, 1826, the folowing motion, as having been 
submitted by Mr. Tazewrtt of Virginia, to the effect: 
as Stated: 


“Mr. TAZEWRLE submitted the following motion: 

“Resolved, That it is expedient for the United States to cede. 
and surrender to the, several States, within whose limits the 
same may be situated, all the right, title, and interest of the’ 
United States, to any lands lying and being within the boundaries 
of such States, respectively, upon such terms and conditions as 
may be consistent with the due observance of the public faith, 
and with the general interest of the United States.” 

On the subject of graduating the price of the’ 
public lands, Mr. Tazewsi said, in 1828, in his 
plac? in the Senate: 


“Thathe was pleased with the plan. of the gentleman from 
Missouri, (Mr. Benton,] but hethought it ought to extend far- 
ther. He would wish to have the arrangement something like 
thie: while the lands are at the highest minimum, one dollar, 
allow the actual settlers to have the pre-emption right at seven- 
ty-five cents; when they are at seventy-five cents, allow actual 
settlers to enter them at fifty cents; and so on down to the lowest, 
This, he thought, would be productive of a geod effect, as it 
would be a continued encouragement to actual settlers, and give 
them an advantage over other purchasers.” 


Mr. Macon of North Carclina said: 

“That he wished tomake.a motion in relation io the bill. It 
was oneof greatimportance. He-was in favor of the first sec- 
tion, as hg thought the graduation experiment ought to be. tried 
and woul , if it wasin order, move to strike out all but that sec- 

After the reading of these extsacts, the vote was 
taken on Mr. Catnoun's prepesition as submitted 
by Mr. Youna, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrz. Allenand Tappan of Ohio, An- 
derson and Nicholsor of Tennessee, Benton and 
Lion of Missouri, Calhoun of South Carolina, Clay 
and King of Alabama, Fulton and Sevier of Ar- 
kansas, Lumpkin of Georgia, Mouton and Nicho- 
las of Louisiana, Norvell cf Michigan, Pierce of 
New Hampshire, Roane of Virginia, Robinson and 
Young of Ilinois, and Walker of Mississippi—20. 


NAYS~—Mesers. Bates and Webs‘er of Massa- 
chuset s, Bayard and Clayton of Delaware, Bacha- 
nan and Sturgeon of Pennsylvania, Clay and Crit- 
tendenof Kentucky, Dixon and Knight of Rhode 
Island, Grahara and Masgom of North Carolina, 
Henderson of Mississippi, Hubbard of New Harap- 
shire, Huntington and Smith of Connecticut, Ker 
and Merrick of Maryland, Phelps and Prentiss of 
Vermont, Perter of Michigan, Preston of South 
Carolina, Rives ef Virginia, Rugsles and Wil- 
liams of Maine, Smith and While of Indiana, 
Souihard and Wall of New Jersey, and Talmadge 
and Wright of New York—3l. 


Of the 18 Senators frem the nine new States, 
14 voted for the amendment; and 4, Messrs. SMITA 
and Waits of Indiana, Mr. Henperson of Mis- 
sissippt, and Mr. Porter of Michigan, voted 
against it. 

TN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
26th CONGRESS AND 2d session, JANTARY 39, 1841. 

Submitted by My. YOUNG, of Hlinois, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Cannocn’s Land Bito dispose of the publie lands 
ty the new States in which they are situated. 

Proposed by Mr. YOUNG as an amendment submitted by Mr. 

Carrrendsy, to recommit, with certain instructions, the bill 
) “to establish a permanent prospective pre-emption 

system in favor of settlers on the public lands who shall in- 

habit and cultivate the same, and raise a log cabin thereon,” 
viz: Strike out all after the word’ “report,” in the second 
line, and insert the folowing as an amendment to the origi- 

nal hill: i 
A provision fo dispose ofthe public lands within the limits o 

the new States, to the following effect: í 


That all the public lands within the States of A bama, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Nijnois, Indjana, Ohio, 
and Michigan, with the exceptions of the sites of forufications, 
navy and dock yards, arsenals, magazines, and all other pablic 
buildings, shall, after the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred 
anu. forty-two, be disposed of to the States within the limits of 
which they are respecti i g Previously 
A with the follow itions: 7 
_ First. That the said Staies shall severally pas 
irrevocable, that they will montuly, as ihe sales of thé said lands 
shall prog pay into the Treast the United States atthe 
most conv t places of deposite, and to sach.officéras.may 
be appointed to receive the same, sixty-five per cent. on the 
gross amount of the sales of such lands, including; under gales, 
grants, and donations by the States, estimating.the lands at the 


acts, to be 
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selling price at the time of the grantor donation, on or before 
the first day of February of each succecding year. 
Secondly. That the minimum price, as now fixed by law, shall 
-Temaio unchanged until the thirtieth day of June aforesaid; but, 
after that period, the price inay be reduced by the States re- 
spectively, according to the following scale: all lands theretofore 
offered at public sale, and then remaining unsold ten years or 
upward, preceding the thirtieth day of June aforesaid, may be 
reduced by said States to a price not less than one dollar. per 


acre; and all lands that may have heen offered at pubiic sale, 


and remaining unsold fifteen years or upward, preceding the 
said thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and forty-two, may 
thereafter be reduced by said States toa price not less than 
seventy-five cents per acre; andall landsthat may have been of- 
fered at public sile, and remaining unsold twenty years or up- 
ward, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred 
and forty-two, may then be reduced by said States to a price not 
less than fifty cents per acre; and all lands that may have been 
offered at public sale, and remaining unsoid twenty-five years or 
upward, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, eighieen hun- 
dred and forty-two, may thereafter be reduced by said States to 
a price not less than twenty-five cente per acre; and all lands that 
may have been offered-at public sale, and remaining unsold 
thirty yearsor upward, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, shall beceded immediately to 
the Statesin which said lands are situate: Provided, Yhat ail 
lands which shail remain unsold after having been offered at 
public sale for ten years, and which do not come under the 
above provisions, shall be subject to the provisions of pre-emp- 
tion, graduation, and disposition aforesaid, at the respective 
periods of ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, and thirty years, 
after said sale, commencing trom the expiration of ten years 
after the same had been offered at public sale. 


Thirdly. That the lauds shall bo subject to the same legal sub- 
divisions in the saleansd survey as is now provived by law, re- 
serving for each township and fractional township the sixteenth 
section, or the substitute, for- the use of schools, as heretufore pro- 
vided by law; and the land not yet offered forsale, shall be first 
offered by the State at public auction, exceptin cases of pre- 
emption, and be sold for cash only, in the manner now provided 
by iaw, And any land now or hereafter remaining unsold after 
the same shall have been offered atsaleat public auction, shall 
be subject to entry for cash only, accordi to the graduation 
which may be fixed by the Staies respectively, under the provi- 
sions of this act; and that the ac’s of Congress which may bein 
force at the time of assenting to this act shall remain unchanged, 
except as modified by this act, unless with the assent of Con- 
gress: Provided, That any of said lands may, after they shall 

ave hecome subject tg private entry, be sold at the option of 
the purchaser, in quarter quarter sections, without any limita- 
tion whatever. 


Fourth, This disposition ofthe, public lands, together with 
the poriion of the salesto be retained by the States respective- 
ly, under the provisions of this act,shal] bein full of the five per 
cent. fund, or any part thereof, not already accrued to any Stare; 
and the said State shall be exclusively liable for ail charges 
that may hereafter arise from ths surveys, sales, and manazge- 
mentofthe public Jands, and extinguishment of Indian tide 
within the limis of said States, respectively. 


Fifth. That, on a failure to comply with any of the above 
conditions, or a violation of ihe same, onthe part of any of the 
said States, the cession herein made to the State failing to com- 
ply with or violating said conditions, shall be thereby rendered 
null and void; and all grantsor titles thereafier made by saii 
Bate, for any portion of the public lands within the limits; of 
the same, ceded by this act, shall be, and are hereby declared to 
be, null and void, and of no effect whatever, 


Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That, upon every reduc. 
tion in the prices of said lands, which shall take place by the 
graduating process of this bill, the Legislatures of the several 
States in which the lands are situated shall, at their discretion, 
have power to grant tothe respective occupants or settlers up. 
on any of said lands, rights of pre-emption at such graduated or 
reduced prices; which rights shall extend to a period of ninety 
days from and after the dates at which the respe 
tions shall take place; and any lands not taken up by the respec- 
tive oscupants or setUers within that period, shall be lable to 
be entered or purchased by any other person, until the next 
graduation or reduction in price shall take place. when it shall, 
if not previously purchased, be again subject to the rigbt of pre- 
emption for ninety days, as before; and so on, from time to 
time, as said reductions shall take place. 


Sac. 3. And be it further enacted. That whenever the Pre- 
sident of the United States shall be officially notified that any 
of the States aforesaid has passed an act in compliance with 
the above conditions, it shall be his duiy, i the thireth day 
of June aforesaid, or forthwith after the passage of said act, if 
passed subsequent to that period, to adoptsuch measures as he 
shall think proper to close the land offices, including the survey- 
ing department, within the limits of said State; and that the 
commissions of all officers co: t ewith shall expire on 
a day to be fixe’ by him, but wh al i 
months after the thirtieth day 
quent thereto, from the day tie rece 
of the passage of-said act. 


Sec. 4. And be il further enacted, That on such notification 
being made, the said State shall be relieved from all com- 
pacts, acts, oF. ordinances, impesing restrictions on the right of 
said State to tax any lands by her authority subsequent to the 
sale thereof, ceded by this act; and all maps, titles, records, 
books, documents, and papers, in the General Land Office at 
Washington, relative to said lands, or duplicates thereof, where 
the originals cannot properly be transferred, shail besubject to 
the order and disposition of the Execntive of said State,ia 
such manner as the Legislature of said States may respectively 
appoint. 


Src. 5, And bei 


further enacted, That all lands of the United 
States within th its of the Siateef Tennessee, with the ex- 
ceptions enumerated in the first section of this act, shall be, and 
the same are hereby, ceded to said State. 

Sue. 6. And be it further enacted, That the sixty-five per 
cent. of ihe proceeds of the sales, hereby secured tu be paid to 
the United States, shali be set apartand exclusively apptied to 
the gradual increase of the navy, and the erection of such forti- 
fications far the genéral defence of the country, as Congress 
may by law hereafter order and direct. 
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REMARKS OF MR. LINN, 


OF MISSOURI. 
In Senate, January 8, 1841—On asking leave, in 
_. pursuance to previous notice, to introduce a bill 
to authorize the adoption of mezsures for the 
occupation and settiement of the Territory of 
Oregon, and for extending certain portions of the 
laws of the United States over the same. 


Mr. LINN said, that when this bill was before 
the Senate for di:cussion during the last and pre- 


ceding session of Congress, his political friends, as ` 


well as opposents, earnestly pressed kim to forbear 
urging the subject to a final vote, as it might prove 
wmbarrassing at that ime in the settlement of the 
long pending and important question of the North- 
east boundary. ‘This was net at tae time satisfac- 
tory, nor was ke convinced of the necessity of de- 
lay, but he had reluctan'ly yielded to the advice 
aud opinions of gentlemen cf undoubted patriot- 
ism, and of great experience in public affairs. His 
own opinion then was, and is now, thatit is better 
for the people of this country to have all the causes 
of dispute between us and Great Britain brought 
into a small compzss, present them for settlement 
at cne and the same time, and have them promptly 
decided, one way or the otker, Past experience, ke 
thought, had most conclusively proved that the 
United States could gain nothing by delay. Our 
opponen’s will siengthen their claims by indecisiou 
and apathy on our part. Bathe never expected to 
see these boundary questions amiezbly arranged. 
The past history of the English Government afford- 
ed to him conclusive evidence on this subject. He 
believed sineerely that every member of the fenate 
then present would be numbered with the dead be- 
fore Great Britain would consent to let go her hold 
upon a portion cf the S ate of Maine by an amica- 
ie arrangement, unless she finally decided upon 
surrenderipg her Cavadian possessions. If his 
nenoory served him correctly, England,pend:ng the 
negotiations at Ghent, was willing and anxious to 
purchase the country now in dispute. He did not 
mean to say there had been a formal offer made, 
but fiading that such an cffer would have been in- 
dignantly rep Hed, they had, step by step, made ter- 
ritorial encroachments until she now presented ‘to 
the world a claim of great importance, much 
strengthened by time, where at first she had 
nothing more than the mere shadow cf a 
claim. Yes, sir, less than a shadow. The 
history of the past ia this matter wil be the 
his ory of the future. Under cover of the incor- 
porated Hudson Bay Company, the English had ex- 
tended their possessicns, step by step, from 
the confines of their Canacian provinces, to 
the borders of Upper California. Under pre- 
text of any early discovery of the Northwest coast 
by Sir Francis Drake in the years 1578 and '80, 
and of the discovery of the extreme northern branch 
ofthe Colombia river in 1806, and many other 
pretended discoveries, not necessary now to men- 
tion, they laid claim to the Territory of O:igon. 

Flesaid he recently received a letter from thst 
quarter, in which i was stared that the Hudson 
Bay Company was introducing emigrants from 
England, by the way of Cape Horn, and esta- 
bilishing chem on farms; that they had erected saw 
muis, and carried os a brisk trade in lumber with 
the Sandwich and other islands; that they had 
erecied seven forts ander the name of ‘“tradinz 
posis,” and were rapidly extending their trade 
and influence over the Indians, almos:to the exclu. 
sion of the American citizens and traders on both 
sides ofthe Rocky Mlountaius. 

By the treaties of 1818 and 1827, the title to 
the Territory of Oregon wes tobe considered in 
abeyance, and joist occupations agreed spon. 
This delay has been like the Maine boundary. 
They have prefited by our supineness, and they 
w:ll continue to do so unless we arouse from tte le- 
thargy injo which we have sunk. By anact of 


Parliament, pas-edin the year 1820 or 2l,a por- 


uon of tke criminal. law of Engiand had been er- 
tended over the Territory of Oregon, and over the 
vast regions east of the Rocky Mouatains, up to 
the very confines of the Siates of Misscuri and Ar- 
kansas, Now, Mr. President, if we have a just 
title to the country in dispute, it should not be 


t 
t 


Senate. 


abandoned to any power upon earth, nor ought we- 
to sleepany longer upon our claims... He though! 
we should at least move pari passu with our adver= 
saries. He said he was prepared to go into the dis-’ 
cussion of the whole question involved; at the: pros 
per time. . He.had been censured in letters received. 
from gentlemen residing in all part of the. Union; 
for not having pressed his bill toa final decision,: 
which delay was caused by. the opinion -of others 
that it might be considered as a new element. of 
discord pending the settlement of the Northeastern, 
boundary. He said that. justice to the country at 
large, and to his own constituents, would not per- 
mit himgany longer to postpone some definitive 
action in regard to this subject. He would not oc- 
cupy the time further of the Senate at present, but 
should the Senate grant Jeave for the introduction 
of the bil}, he would embrace the opportunity when 
it came np for consideratien to submit his views 
at large, ; 

Leave being granted, the bill was introduced, 
reada first and second time, and referred to a se- 
lect committee of Messrs, Linn, WALKER, Pierce, . 
Preston, and SEVIER. f 

The following is tke bill reported by ‘them: i 
A BILL to authorize the adoption of measures for 

the occupation and settlement of the Territory $f 

Oregon, and for extending certain portions bf 

the Jaws of the United States over the samé, . 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con, 
assebled, That the title of the United States to the 
Territory of Oregon is certain, and will not be 
abandoned. 

Vhatthe President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorizsd to take immediate mea- 
sures to have the boundaries of the United States 
on the Pacific frentier ascertained and fixed, and 
in the meantime he take such measures as may be 
heces*ary to protect the persons and property of 
our citizens residing or trading in the Territory of 
Oregon. l 

That the President of the United States is here- 
by authorized and required to cause to be erected 
at suitable places and distances, a line of military 
pests from Fort Leavenworth to the Rocky Moun- 
tains, for the better protection and encouragement 
of the Indian trade, and for the ‘preservation of 
peace between the whites and Indians. 

Thal as soon as the boundaries of the Oregon 
Territory are indisputably determined, one thou- 
sand acres of land shall be granted to every white 
yanle ivhabitant of said Territory, of the age of 
eigh.een years and upwards, who. shall cultivate 
and use the same for five consecu'ive years, or to 
his heirs or heirs at law, if such there be. 

‘That the President is hereby authorized and: re- 
quired to appoint an additional Indian agent, with 
a salary of fifteen hundred dollars, whose duty it 
shall be (ander his direction and control) to super- 
intend the interests of the United States with any 
or every Indian tribe west of any agency now es- 
tablished by law. 

That the sum of dallars be appropriated 
out of any money inthe ‘Freasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to carry into effect the provisions of 
this act. . 

Sec. 2. And bz it further enacted, That if any 
citizen of the United States shall, within the terri- 
tory or district of country lying west of the Rocky 
mountains, south of fifty-four degrees and forty 
minutes of north latitude, and north of the’ forty- 
second degree of north latitude, commit any crime, 
offence or misdemeanor, whieh, if committed else- 
where, wou'd be punished by the laws of the United 
States, or if any parsen shall, within. euch part of 
the territo ct of country as belongs to the 
United States, west of the Rocky Mountains, com- 
mit any such crime, offence or misdemeanor, upon 
the property or person of any citizen of the United 
States, every offender, on being thereof couavicted, 
shall suffer the like punishment as is provided by 
the laws of the United Sates for. the like offences, 
if committed-within any place or district of couns 
iry under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the 
United States. The trial of a'i offences against 
this aetshall bein the district where the offender is 
apprehended, or into which he may first be brought; 
and tke- supreme courts in each of the Territorial 


` culty. 
directly to this work, he would take the liberty of 
making some preliminary observations. 
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districts, and the circuit courts, and other courts of 
the United. States, of: similar jurisdiction in crimi- 
‘nal causes,.in each district of the United States, in 


which:any offender. against this actshall be first ap-. 


prehenged, or brought for trial, shall have, and 
hereby-ate invested with, full power-and autho- 
rity to hear, try, and. punish, all crimes, offences, 
anid: misdemeanors, - against this act; such courts 
proceeding inthe same manner as if such crimes, 
‘ offences; and misdemeanors had been committed 
within: the bounds of their respective districts. 


-SPEECH OF MR. BUCHANAN, 
OF PENNSYLVANIA; ‘ 

In Senate, Friday, January 22, 1841—In defence of 
the administration of Mn Van Buren against the 
charge of extravagance m expending; the publie 
‘money. ° i 
Mr: BUCHANAN rose to; answer eich of the 

four specific charges of extravagance which had 

been made by the Senator from: ‘Kentucky (Mr. 

CrrrrEnvey) against the present Administration. 

‘That Senator had called upon him personally to 

make this answer; and he undertook the task with 

pleasure, not believing it to be one of much difi- 

Before, however, he should apply himself 


“And in the first place, said Mr. B. permit me to 
' observe, that I, at least, have never introduced in- 
to this Senate, as, topics. of debate, “log cabins, 
“hard cider, and coon skins; nor have I ever made 
an observation here which could be tortured into a 


reflection upon either the integrity or intelligence of 


the:people of the United States for having elected 
General Harrison their President. The Senator 
from Kentucky has promptly and frankly dis- 
claimed any intention of imputing to me such a 
charge; and with this I am entirely satisfied. The 
people are the only legitimate sovereigns of this 
Gountry; and however much I may regret their re- 


“pent decision of the Presidential question, I shall 


never, either here or elsewhere, indulge. myself in 
the useof reproachful language against them fcr 


this or any other’ cause. 

U F know myself, said Mr. B. I came to Con- 
gress in December last with the desire and with the 
expectation that this would prove to be a business 


"session. It was my sincere wish that the political 


excitement which has recently agita‘ed the people 
and has extended to every portion of the land, 
might, for the present, be suffered to subside, and 
that we might bring up the arrears of business 
with which we are now encumbered. I had not 
the mest distant idea that this chamber would again 
so soon be-converted into a mere political arena. 
Acting under a sense of daty, | have abstained 
from political con ficts since the commencement of 
the present scssion, except when compelled to enter 
the lists in the necessary defence of myself or of 
my party. I have made no assaults, and have 
+ generally beena mere lisiener. 

- Ehad another reason for refraining fromany par- 


“ticipation in the debate now before the Senate. I 


jehéw that the question of the distribution of the 
proceeds of the public lands was before the Legis- 


Jaire of: my own State, and that I might be in- 


don the “subject; and, as I shall ever en- 
" fertain and express the utmost deference and re- 
spect for that Legislature, whatever political party 
zmay be in: the majority, L.thought that a proper 
sense of | delicacy: Teqhired me to abstain from dis- 
cussing this question. 1 have not, therefore, said, 


nor do I now intend tosay, a singie word upon that 
subject: and I shall either give my vote according 
to these instructions, should they pass, or resign my 
seat. Iam not the man who,afier having enjoyed 


- the sunshine of. political favor, will shrink from 


the storm. I long since, from the deepest convic- 
tion, adopted the principle that the representative 
was bound by the instructions of his constituents. 
I consider it essential to the wholesome action of a 
free, Democratic Republican form of Government; 
and having publicly avowed this doctrine at a pe- 
riod when there appeared to be but little probabili- 
ty that it could ever reach myself, Ishall not dis- 
avow it inthe day of apparent gloom and adversi- 
ty. Iam willing to abide the fate of war. 

For a similar reason, 1 might even have refrained 
from advocating the passage ef the pre-emption 
bill, dear es it now is, and ever has been to me, 
had I then known that the instructions before the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania embraced this subject, 
as well as that of the distribution of the proceeds 
of the public lands. I am glad, however, now to 
find, that even the Senator from Kentucky himself 
(Mr. Crirrenpen] is in favor of the principle of 
pre-emption, and has actually incorporated it with 
that of distribution in his motion now before the 

engte. This renders it certain, that if ever a dis- 
tribution bill should pass—and from the signs of the 
times I consider such a result probable—the poor 
man, who has expended his toil in erecting an 
humble dwelling, and cultivating the soil, sha!l not 
be driven from his home on the public lands of the 
far West; provided he is willing to pay the Govern- 
ment price for the quarter section which he has 
selected and improved. 

For one, it was both my design and my desire, 
so far as I was concerned, to devote this session to 
the necessary business of the country, and to wait 
patiently until General Harrison should get into 
power. Ishall then judge the tree by its. fruits, 
without any predetermination to oppose his mea- 
sures. Xam bound, notwithstanding, in candor, to 
declare, that if he en‘er‘ains the opinion of his 
friend (rom Kentucky, [bir. Carvrennen,] in re- 
gard to a. National Bank, he [General Harrison] 
believes that to be a great good, whieh I consider 
one of the greatest evils wbich can befall the coun- 
try. Without, at present, alluding to its fatal poli- 
tical consequences, L believe that ina mere finan- 
cial point of view, it would prove destructive to 
our prosperity. Fa order to obtain a specie capital 
for such an institution, you must either ruin or 
essentially cripple our State banks; or you must 
adopt the alternative of borrowing specie abroad, 
and creating a national debt for this purpose. One 
or other of these alternatives is inevitable; and the 
country is not in a condition to resort to either, 
wiihout great injury to the people. But enough of 
this for the present. I retura to the subject with 
which Icom nenced. 

I shall now proceed to show that the charge of 
extravagance which has been so often made and re- 
iterated against the present Administration by beth 
the Senators from Kentucky, (Messrs. CRITTENDEN 
and Cray,] is without foundation. It wili be for 
the Senate and the country to decide whether { shall 


have succeeded. 


‘It-will be recollected that in: the month of May 
last; a` ‘Teport was made by the Secretary of the 
Treasury in obedience to-a‘resolution of the Senate 
sn the subjectof the annual expenditures of the 


Federal Government during the fifteen preceding 
years. From that report it appears, that the ordi- 
nary expenses of this Government, which in 1824 
amounted'to a little more than seven millions one 
hundred thousand dollars, had been gradually in- 
creasing until the year 1839, when they a little ex- 
ceeded thirteen millions and a quarter. I mean by 
“ordinary expenses,” the money annually disbursed 
in maintaining the permanent civil, military, and 
naval establishments of the country, and embracing 
every expenditure necessary to conduct the Govern- 
ment prosperously in time of peace. Now, in re- 
gard to this class of expenditures, I have never 
heard any Senator on either side of the House com- 
plain of their amount, or that they had risen from 


seven to thirteen millions of dollars between. 1824 . 


and 1839. Daring this period, a number of new 
States have been admitted into the Union, and seve- 
ral new ‘Ferritories created—the army and navy 
have both been considerably increased, and the ex- 
penses of Congress have of late years become enor- 
mous, requiring reform more than any other branch 
of the Government. Our expenditures must neces- 
sarily increase with the growth of the country; but 
it ought to be our care that this increase shall be as 
slow as possible, and never proceed beyond whatis 
absolutely necessary for the public service. 
We might with as much reason expect that the lit- 
tle garment which was sufficient to cover the child 
of eght or ten years of age, would prove sufficient 
to protecthim from the wind and the storm after 
he had grown to bea giant, as argue that the “ore 
dinary expenses” of the Government should not 
have increased with the rapid, nay the unex- 
ampled growth of the nation during the last fif- 
teen years, Nothing has been said against these 
expenses, either in the aggregate or in detail, since 
they were brought to the attention of gentlemen 
by the Secretary’s report, It is, then, fair to- pre- 
sume that nothing can be urged against-a single 
item of them. On this triumphant result, I am 
most happy to haveit in my power to congratu- 
late the friends of the present Administration. 

The Seerctary of the Treasury in the same re- 
port to which T have referred, also, presented an 
annual statement of the expenses ‘of an extraordi- 
nary or temporary character,” from 1824 to 1839, 
both years inclusive, arranged under different heads 
When this report came into the Senate in the 
month of May last, beth the Senator from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Benton] and myse!f called upon the 
gentlemen on the opposite side to point out a single 
item of extravagance amongst all these expendi- 
tures of the Government, whether ordinary or ex- 
traordinary. Not one of them was then bold enough 
even to make the attempt. Our challenge was not 
met. And now I would ask the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Crirrenpex} on whom ought the bur- 
den of the proof of extravagance to resi? Would he 
require the friends of the Administration to go over, 
item by item, all the ten thousand items of expendi- 
ture which have been submitted in a distinct form 
to Congress, and show that in each particular in- 
stance there was no extravagance? This would, 
as that honorable Senator well knows, be reversing 
all the rules of common law, as well as of common 
sense. We present to the Senators in opposition a 
clear and distinct account in detail of the expenses 
of the Government; and it is manifestly their duty , 
if they believe there has been extravagance 
in any item, to lay their hand upon it and show 
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“wherein the extravagance consists. This they 
cannot do, or they would long since have 
accepted our challenge. They are, therefore, 
driven to condemn in the aggregate, although they 
‘ean find no fault with any of the details of which 
this aggregate is composed. They exclaim that the 
Administration has been extravagant, becanse it 
has expended one hundred aad thirty millions of 
doliars in four years, whilst they do not point out 
in what manner it would have been possible to have 

. reduced this expenditure. It is true that at this 
late day the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cairren- 
DEN] has denounced four particular items of the ac- 
count as extravagant; but I think I shalt prove, be- 
fore I sit down, that he has been less wise and wary 
than his colleague, [Mr. Cray,] in descending from 
generals to particulars. 

I do not deny but that the “extraordinary ex- 
penses” of the Government have been very large 
during the last four years. But whether these ex- 
penditures were great or small, is not the question. 
Were they inevitable? Could they have been 
avoided by any human prudence or foresight on the 
part of the Executive or his friends in Congress? 
‘Was not each of the treaties and acts of Congress 
under which these expenditures were necessarily in- 
curred, sanctioned and sustained by the very Sena- 
tors who new condemn them in the aggregate? 
These are the true questions, 

These “extraordinary expenses” must, from the 
nature of things, vary with the ever varying condi- 
tion of the country, Our circumstances are chang- 
ing with every changing year. Some years ago, 
the nation was gliding along on the smooth current 
of prosperity, and requiring but little above the or- 
dinary expenditure necessary to keep the Govern- 
ment in regular motion. Not so, since the present 
President cam2 into power. It has been his mis- 
fortune, that, during the period of his administra- 
tion, heavy. expenses, of an extraordinary charac- 
ter, which he could not have avoided, were ren- 
dered absolutely necessary, whilst the revenue of 
the Government ha; been greatly reduced, by causes 
equally beyond his control. Is it not, then, the 
most crying injustice—is it not the strangest accusa- 
tion-in the world, to charge the man who happened 
to take the heim of State when the country was in- 
volved in such difficulties, with extravagance, 
merely because he was compelled to execute trea- 
ties and laws which had received the sanction of 
all political parties in Congress? 

Under such circumstances, ought he to be de- 
nounced. because the necessary expenses of Go- 
vernment happened to exceed, under his Admi- 
nistration, those which were incurred under his 
predecessors? True economy in a Government 
does not consist in hoarding money like the miser, 
and doing no good with it; but in applying it, 
with a provident hand, to the accomplishment of 
such objects as are necessary to the defence and pros- 
perity of the country. After these objects of ex- 
penditure have been designated by Congress, Ex- 
eeutive economy consists in accomplishing them at 
the cheapest rate possible. This is the only economy 
which can be practised by the President; and if 
he has neglected this duty in any- particular in- 


stance he would be liable to censure; but not. 


otherwise. ; 
. In order to swell the expenditures of the last 


four years to one hundred and thirty millions, » 


Senators have included items not only of the 


most unjust, but of the most ridiculous character. 
I shall enumerate a few of them. 

One large item in this amount was for money 
expended upon the public buildings. Is there a 
single member of the Senate who either raised his 
voice, or gave his vote against the appropriations 
for this purpose? The money expended on these 
duildings alone during the period of the present Ad- 


ministration, amounts to between four and five mil- 
lions. I have not added up the sum; but it is 


certainly not less than four millions. And yet 
these appropriations made by Congress, without 
distinction of party, are converted into an item of 
extravagance against Mr. Van Buren! 

Then there was the money expended in the pay- 
ment of pensions, amounting to upwards of ten 
millions of dollars. 
control over this expenditure} These pensions were 
granted by a grateful ceuntry to those. who had 
defended it in the perilous times which tried men’s 
souls, and who are now the feeble and broken re- 
lies of a pastage, dependent on the public bounty 
for their support. Congress has also granted pen- 
sions to such widows of old soldiers, as in the days 
of the Revolution remained at home, and attended 
to their families whilst their husbands went forth 
to the battle field. Be this right, or be it wrong, 
had the present Administration any agency in 
granting these" pensions? Did not Congress pass 
these laws; and did aot the Senator from Kentucky 
vote for them? I do not know the fact, because it 
isnot my practice to examine the journals for the 
purpose of asceriaining how individual members 
may have voted; but I do know, from the nature 
ofthe man, that he [Mr. Crrrrenpen] is one of 
the last members of the Senate who weuld vote 
against such pensions. And yet, strange to say, 
the payment of these very pensions to old so'diers 
and their “widows, by the Treasury, is one of the 
items of extravagant.expenditure charged against 
Mr. Van Baren’s administration; and the aggre- 
gate cf $130,000,000 composed of such items as 
these has been spread over the whole country, in 
order to alarm the fears of the people. 

Again. There was the expense of extinguish- 
ing the Indian title within the States and Territo- 
ries of the Union, and of removing the Indians 
west of the Mississippi, which amounted to more 
than ten millions of dollars. Are the present Ad- 
ministration to blame for this expenditure? Cou'd 
the President have avoided it, after the Senate had 
ratified the treaties under which it was ineurred? 
No Senator on this floor will say that he could. He 
had no discretion whatever on the subject; but was 
obliged to execute these treaties and the laws made 
in pursuance of them. How unjust is it, then, to 
put down this item in the aggregate of one hun- 
dred and thirty millions of dollars expended by 
the present Administration! 

I might, if I pleased, pass in review all the other 
heads of extraordinary expenditure detailed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury in his report, and show 
that it was impossible for the President to avoid 
any one of them. Hecan exercise no dispensing 
power. He must obey the acts of Congress and 
treaties; and these laws and treaties were of such 
pressing necessity as evea to have disarmed opposi- 
tion, and to have received the votes of the political 
enemies, as well as of the friends of the Adminis. 


' tration. I may well spare myself this trouble: as 


not one of these items of expenditure has ever 


Had the Administration any | 


been questioned by any Senator. upon this floor... -It 
is true, they exclaim, you have spent. one hundred 
and thirty millions of dollars, and this is enormous; 
bat they make no attempt to show how it: was.pos- 
sible for the President to have reduced this amount. 

There are two or three items embraced within 
this aggregate, of a character so extraordinary as to 
deserve more than a mere passing notice. In the 
Secretary’s report, the indemnities amount to be- 
tween six and seven millions of dollars. What 
are these indemnities? General Jackson, during 
his prosperous Administratton, succeeded in obtain- 
ing satisfaction for all the old claims which our citi- 
zens had against foreign Governments. He got 
nearly five millions from France; and I donot 
recollect precisely how much from Denmark, 
and other nations. At all events, he -left us 
a clear score, and the enjoyment of peace. with 
all foreign nations. Now, according to the terms 
of the treaties, these indemnities, obtained from 
foreign Governments for our own citizens, 
were paid into the Treasury for their. use, and 
were of course paid out of the Treasury to them 
as soon as it was ascertained how much each: one 
was entitled to receive; and yet, strange as it may 
seem, these very payments from the Treasury con- 
stitute a large item of the aggregate of one hun- 
dred and thirty millions, about which we have 
heard so much. This sacred trust fund, which 
was acquired for our.citizens by the most efficient 
and persevering exertions—this very fund, which 
wag fairly distributed amongst those entitled to re- 
ceive it, has thus been converted into a charge of 
extravagance to its full amount against Mr. Van 
Buren, simply because it was paid out of the Trea- 
sury during hiv administration. This. item ‘shows 
conclusively why the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray] goes for footings, and not for particulars. 
Is this fair towards the present Administration? If 
it were, then had General Jackson succeeded in 
obtaining twenty millions more from foreign na- 
tions, Mr. Van Buren, who disbursed the money, 
would have been lwenty millions more extrava~ 
gant; and the gentleman might heve exclaimed, 
“vou have expended one hundred and fifty mil- 
lions of dollars, instead of one hundred and thirty.” 
In making out these debtor and ereditor accounts 
of extravagance, will any man say that it was 
either just or proper to charge such an item as this 
against the retiring Administration? 

I should have been rejoiced if the subject of the 
expenditures of the present Administration had not 
again been introduced until after the accession of 
General Harrison, because then, as the Senator 
[Mr. Cray] says, the books and papers willbe in 
the possession of his friends. They will then be 
enabled to search these books and papers to their 
hearts’ content; and, for one, I now give them fair 
notice, that should I be permitted to remain in the 
Senate, I shall call upon them, when they have all 
the official documents in their power, to make good 
the charge of wasteful extravagance against Mr. 
Van Buren’s administration. This is due to them- 
selves, as well as to that portion of the American 
people who have been deluded into the belief that 
the present Administration has been guilly of a 
prodigal and wasteful expenditure of the public 
money. d 

Another most extraordinary charge against Mr. 
Van Buren, embraced within the aggregate of one 


` hundred and thirty millions, is that of more than 
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twenty ‘miffions paid out of the Treasury in dis- 
charge: of the national ‘debt. Now, sir, observe 
the: gross injustice of this charge. The “Admitis- 
tration are first charged with all the expenditures 
which rendered it necessary. to-create a debt by the 
issus of Treasury notes, and afterwards, as this 
debt.was discharged, - they are again charged the 


` ` scond time with the amount paid to the public 
; creditors... 


According to this mode of stating the 
account, an. Admiaistration is first charged with, I 
‘shall say, twenty millions of dollars for public ex- 

penditures. Their necessities require them to bor- 
row: these twenty millions. They then pay the bor- 
rowed money, and this discharge of the debt is 
twenty’ millions more expended, and swells the 
total to forty millions instead of twenty, although 
this last sum is palpably the whole amount ex- 
pended. Asa further illustration, let me suppose 
acase, TheSenator from Kentucky employs an 
agent to build him a house which shal! cost ten 
thousand dollars, and directs him to borrow the 
money. on his (the Senator’s) credit. The agent 
borrows the money and builds the house, and after- 
wards discharges the debt from the proceeds of the 
Senator’s estate. What would be thought of his 
justice, if the Senator were to brand thisegent with 
extravagance, and say, you have expended twenty 
‘thousand ‘dollars of my money when I autho- 
rized you to expend but ten? You have first paid 
out ten thousand dollars in the erection of my 
house; and, shameful extravagance! you have 
squandered ten thousand dollars more in discharg- 
ing the debt which I authorized you to contract. 
And yet this is the measure of justice which the 
Senator would apply to the present President of the 
United States as the agent of the people. 

_ Now, fortunately for this country, neither the 
present nor any future President of the United 
States can be justly charged with extravagant ex- 
“penditures, except in few cases, should Congress 
„do their duty... Under the Constitution, not one 
dollar of public money can ever be drawn from 
the Treasury, “butin conseqnense of.: appropria- 
tions made by law.” In most instances, Congress 
appropriates the precise sum which, under existing 
laws, is required for each special purpose; and the 
Seoretary of the Treasury merely pays out these 
sums as their agent. Neither he nor ths President 
can make these payments either greater or less. 
Since the origin of the Government, the public 
Treasury has been protected by this constitutional 
‘guard. a 

Bat the present Administration have done more 
than all their predecessors to secure the public mo- 
ney in the hands of our receiving and disbursing 
agents. Flitherto, whilst the poor wretch, who 
stole five dollars to gratify tne cravings of hunger, 
was doomed to the penitentiary; the public officer 
who squandered the publie money entrusted to his 
care, or fled with it to a foreizn country, was held 
to have commited a mere breach of trust, and 
escaped without any punishment whatever.. The 

: Mach abused Independent Treasury law, which is 
Row about to be repealed, was the first act of legis- 

: lation which ever inilicted any punishment upon 

sfficers for plandexing the public money. 


e culprit is consigned to the four walls of the 
penitentiary, instead of being sent on a mission to 
London or Paris, to.revel in luxury there on the 
spoils of the publie,. and. to enjoy the pleasures of 


provisions, such a erime is made felony}, 
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“good society.” But the decree has gone forib, 
and this law is to be repealed by the new atminas: 
tration. 

The President of the United States can ane be 
guilty ef extravagance by recommending and by 
influencing his friends in Congress to adopt useless 
and extravagant projects not necessary for the 
public good; or where, from the nature of the case, 
a general appropriation must be made to accom- 
plish a particular purpose, by not applying this 
money, necessarily subjected to his discretion, with 
a wise and proper economy. 

Gentlemen may test the expenditures of the pre- 


sent Administration by any reasonable rule which 
they please, and ascertain whether any of them 
could have been avoided. There they are, spread 
upon the record of the American Senate in the re- 
port of the Sceretary of the Treasury, and there 
they have been ever since May last, subject to the 
inspectioa and scrutiny of each American Senator; 
and what has been the result? At this late period, 
after the Presidential election has been decided, the 
Senator from Kentucky now, for the first time, 
makes four specific charges of extravagance: Ip 
we were even to admit that these specifications are 
all well founded, happy indeed would be the coun- 
try where, in the expenditure of so many millions, 
the research and ingenuity of gentlemen could dis- 
cover but four small and comparatively inconside- 
rable items to which they can object. ‘There is no 
o'her nation on the face of the éarth which could 
present such a spectacle in the administration of 
its finances, andeven with these blemishes, if they 
existed, it would be the glory of our country to be 
able to present such an account. It would be con- 
clusive evidence of the regard for law and the mo- 
rality which prevails amongst us, 

After this report had been thus subjected to the 
ordeal of these gentlemen for the greater part of a 
year, the Senator now confines himself to a specifi- 
cation of only fonr particulars, in which he alleges 
the Government have been guilty of extravagance. 
If I can demonstrate, as I believe I can, that he 
has been mistaken in each of these pariiculars, 
then the friends of the prevent Adminisiration will 
indeed have cause for congratulation and triumph. 

The Senators first specification is, that the Ad- 
ministration had brought mounted volunteers all 
the way from Missonri to the Florida war, when 
men in abundance might have been obtained from 
the neighboring States ata much less expense; and 
that instead of. transporting these volunteers from 
Missouri to, Florida by water, a useless: expense 
was incurred in sending them over Jand. Three 
hundred was the whole number cf these Missouri 
volunteers, as Í have been informed by th: highest 
official authority atthe proper Department. And 
to what, then, does this wh:le charge of extrava- 
gance against the Administration amount? To the 
excess of what it would cost to transport three hun- 
dred men from Missouri to Florida above the cost 
of transporting the same number of men from 
Georgia, Alabama, or Kentucky. This differenee 
of price is the-whole sum and substance of the Se- 
nator’s first charge of extravagance. I have been 
also informed from the same authority, that these 
men did not march over land through Kentucky, 
as the Senator. supposes; but were unfortunately 
transported by water from- St. Louis to Florida. 
The consequence. was, that they encountered a 


I storm in the Gulf.of Mexico, and many of. their 


x 
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horses were lost. Happy, indeed, therefore, would 
ithave been for them if this portion of the Sena- 
tor’s charge had been well founded, and if they had 
marched over land. 

But why did the esbaiiey of War resort to Mis- 
souri for these volunteers?’ Was it because he bad 
not entire confidence in the patriotism and courage 


‘of the men of Georgia, Alabama, and Kentucky? 


No, sir, notat all. Bat it was suggested to the 
Secretary, that the frontier men of Missouwi—ithe 
hunters and trappers of the far West, who had 
been accustomed to Indian war, were beiter ac-. 
quainted with the character and habits of our 
savage foe, and would, for this reason, be more ef- 
cient than equally brave soldiers who had not the 
same experience. It was believed that there fron- 
tier men would be skilful in penetrating the Ever- 
glades of Florida, and discovering the Indians in 
their hiding places. 

In the days of the Indian wars of Kentucky, the 
Kentuckians were probably the best Indian fighters 
in the world. But these days have fortunately 
long since passed away; and you must now go fur- 
ther West for men of experience in this peculiar 
mode of warfare. Considering how our army had 
been baffled by the Florida Indians, it might have 


_ been wise, and I bclieve it was wise, to accept the 


services of these Missourians; and the conduct of 
this brave band, with the lamented Colonel Gentry 
at their head, proved that the Secretary was not 
mistaken either in their skill or courage, Some for- 
ty or fifty of them lost their lives in battle; and yet 
the charge is, that their transportation from St. 
Louis to Florida had cost the Government more 
than it would have aone vw transport the same num- 
ber of men from Lexington or Nashville. This is 
truly a grave and serious accusation! 

I can inform the. Senator in what manner I pre- 
sume his mistake originated in regard to the march- 
ing of the Missouri volunteers through Kentneky. 
Although they did not march through Kentucky, 
yet the second reBiment of dragoons did} and he 
must have mistaken the one for the other. And 
why was this regiment marched to Florida over 
land, and not transported by water? It was not 
done to expend, but to save money. They thus 
transported themselves, and therefore, the Govern- 
mest saved the cost of their transportation. Be- 
sides, in addition to all this, they were trained and 
disciplined every day upon the road as cavalry 
ought to be trained and disciplined. The conse- 
quence was, that ihe moment they arrived in Flo- 
rida, they were prepared for active and efficient ser- 
vice. On the other hand, had they been transport- 
ed by water, their horses might probably have Leen 
Jost, as were those of the Missouri volunteers, and 
they could not have improvei in discipline on the 
way. In regard to the expenditure, I bave been 
informed at the Department that it was a clear 
saving to the Government to march this regiment 
to Florida by land, instead of transporting it by 
water. So much for the Senator’s first charge. 

Tne second charge made by the Senator consists 
in this; that the Administration had collected five 
hundred thousand dollars’ worth of provisions in the 
Cherokee country, for the use of the army; and that 
these provisions, not being wanted, wereafterwards 
sold at auction fer a sum but little exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars. To this‘and to all the other charges 
of the Senator, I felt myself prepared to reply last 
evening; but concluded that it was best to wait an: 
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re-assure myself of the precise character of the facts. ` 


lean now assure the Senator that there is great 
exaggeration in this statement. The whole supply 
of provisions was not sold at auction; but the 
comparatively small surplus only, which remained 
after subsisting the troops, and this because the ar- 
ticles were perishable, and would not bear the cost of 
transportation. I admit that there was a conside- 


ble loss on the sale of this surplus, chiefly in the. 


articles of bacon and hard bread; and I shall tell 
the gentleman how it occurred, and then ask him to 
say whether the Administration is fairly chargeable 
with it. > 
Weall know that the Cherokees,at the first, refused 
to execute their treaty and remove to the West of 
the Mississippi. Indeed, an incipient war already 
existed. From the representations of their chief, 
and from other causes which I need not detail, they 
were induced to believe that the Government would 
never remove them by force. They were upon the 
soil. of Georgia, ‘Tennessee and North Carolina, 
who insisted upon their removal; and it thus be- 
came the imperative duty of the Government to 
enfore the execution of the treaty. Policy, huma- 
nity, economy, and the example of the Florida 
“war, all required that a sufficient force should be 
sent into the Cherokee country to overawe the In- 
dians, and thus effect their removal without blood- 
shed. One of the most eminent men of oar coun- 
try, the hero of Lundy’s Lane, (General Scott)'was 
selected to command these forges, and ample dis- 
cretionary power was conferred upon him to carry 
the treaty into effect, This hero may, in future time, 
become a still more distinguished character, for the 
race of military chieftains is, probably, not yet ex- 
tinct, Under these circumstances, it became ne- 
cessary for the subsistence department to collect 
within the Cherokee country a sufficient quantity of 
provisions for the supply of the army. That this 
was their imperative duly no one can deny. 

General Scott executed the high trust confided to 
him with distinguished fidelity and ability. With 
the example of the Florida war before him, he 
deemed it necessary to act with the utmost energy 
and vigor, and to concentrate such a force as would 
overawe all opposition. I ask, then, would not the 
Administration have been greatly to blame, had 
they not collected sufficient provisions for the 
whole force which General Scott deemed it expedi- 
ent to callinto service? 

In this crisis, John Ross, the head chief of the 
Cherokees, concladed an arrangement with Gene- 
ral Scott, under the sanction of the Secretary of 
War, and engaged himself to remove his people. 
It was thus rendered unnecessary to employ our 
troops in removing them by force; and a large por- 
tion of these troops was immediately discharged. 
A sufficient number, therefore, did not continue in 
the service to consume all the remainder of the pro- 
visions which had been collected. 

Were these provisions improperly collected? 
‘Was it not necessary that the Department should 
have them at the point where the army assembled? 
But a large portion of this army was soon disband- 
ed, and in this unforseen contidgency what was to 
be done with the remainder of the provisions? 
There they were in the midst of the Indian country, 
‘where no demand ‘existed for them; and ne- 
_eessity compelled the officer in command: to di- 
‘rect them to be sold at auction, whatever price’ they 


might bring. It is true the bacon and hard bread . 


were sold at a sacrifice; but what else could be 
done? The expense of of transporting them to any 
place where they might have sold for their value, 
would have been greater than the difference between 
that value and what the Government actually re- 
ceived. 

But whether the loss were great or small, the 
Administration had nothing directly to do with the 
sale, and are not, therefore, liable to censure for 
this cause. The provisions were collected by the 
proper department for the subsistence of the army 
under the Commanding General, and he acted in 
strict conformity with his duty in directing the sale 
of such of them as ke could not use. The Admi- 
nistration knew nothing of ihe matter until after 
they had been sold, and the accouats of the sale 
were rendered. Thus ends the second item of ex- 
travagance alleged by the Senator against the Ad- 
ministration. 

The third specification of extravagance mainly 
rests upon the strange order of Brigadier General 
Read of the Florida militia. Of all the persons I 
have ever known, the Senator from Kentucky can 
the most effectually turn into ridicule, even that 
which is not ridiculous in itself. What a rare oc- 
casion, then, does this order present for-his powers 
of satire! He must esteem it as a precious relic, 
and therefore I shall most certainly comply with 
his request, and return it to him as soon as I shall 
have read it to the Senate. 

Here Mr. Bucuanan read the order as follows: 


Heapavu arters, FLORIDA BRIGADE, 
Newnansville, December 4, 1840. 

“YT he troops ofjthe Sedentary infantry service, of which Cap- 
tain Broer’s company isan integral portion, shall not at any 
time be ordered on active duty; nor will it-ever occur during 
their term of service, that they shall be ordered to march a 
greater distance than twenty miles beyoud the headquarters of 
their respective companies. They will be directed to remain 
attheir usual places of abode, and expected to engage sedu- 
lously in the pursuit of their usual occupations.”? ¢ 

(Signed,) LEIGH READ, 
: Brigadier General, Florida Brigade. 
Captain Brozr, Mandarien. 

If the Administration could be held responsible 
for the bad taste in which this order was conceived, 
I should pronounce them guilty at once. But this 
isa question not of taste, but of extravagant ex- 
penditure, and regarded in that view, tbe Senator 
would find that it did not at all establish his pro- 
position. ` 

I shall then first explain to the honorable gentle- 
man why Brigadier General Read, who by the by 
is an excellent officer, told these men to remain at 
home, and attend to their own business. Although 
it might have been in better taste not to have em- 
braced such a command in a general military 
order, at least without further explanation, yet the 
Senator would himself soon perceive the propriety 
of this injunction. 

It will be recollected that at the last session, the 
Secretary of War hed called upon Congress to 
raise a thousand mounted men for the Fiorida war, 
to remain in service during its continuance, and to 
receivea bounty inland, with the same pay and 
emoluments as the cavalry of the United States. 
The Senate passed a bill for that purpose, increas- 
ing the force to fifteen hundred men. This biil 
went tothe House of Representatives, where the 
Committee on Military Affairs, approving of the 
policy, recommended a still further increase from 
1,500 to 2,000 men; but the House never reached 
the measure, and no troops were raised for the pro- 
secution of the Florida war. But did Congress, by 
this neglect, intend that Florida should not be de- 
fended? Wasit the design of Congress that the 
Florida militia should not be called into servige for 
tbis purpose? Certainly not. If any thing could 
be inferred from the neglect of Congress to pass the 
bill, it was that Florida should be defended by the 
militia under the existing militia laws; for no Sena 
tor can suppose that we. intended to give up the 


scalping knife of the savage. 


wives and the children of its inhabitants to the. 


Whilst this bill was pending before Congress, the’ 
Governor of Florida, in pursuance of an act-of the 
Territorial- Legislature, called out into actual ser- 
vice a number of mounted men for the defence ‘of / 
that Territory, nominally at its own expense, but. 
which we all know, from past experience, must: 
eventually be paid by the United States: ` “After 
the adjournment. of Congress without having: 
passed the bill to which I have referred, the. Secte 
tary of War interposed, and ordered. out twelye. 
hundred mounted men, embracing’ those thus al- 
ready in service from Florida, to serve in every 
part of the Territory, and to pursue the In- 
dians. wherever they might be found, and five 
hundred infantry militia. And for what pur- 
pose were these five hundred militia to be 
employed? They were intended for mere. neigh- 
borhood defence, and, like the minute-men of the 
Revolution, were to be ready to repel invasion ‘ata 
moment’s warning. They are divided into compa- 
nies of seventy men; and these men cultivate the. 
soil, and are spread over the border which divides 
the savages from ihe peaceful inhabitants. They 
are neither required nor permitted to pursue the 
enemy more than twenty miles from.the head.quar- 
ters of their respective companies; because, if they 
were, it would destroy the very purpose of neigh- 
borhvod defence for which they were called into 
service, and leave the settlements unprotected... It 
is their duty to resist sudden incursions of the ṣa- 
vages into these settlements; and I uederstand that 
the most happy consequences have followed. the 
creation of this force. $ ; . 

Now, in regard to the expense, which is the main 
point of this.argument, let me assure the Senator 
that these men cost the Government bat one-sixth 
of. the cost of the same number of cavalry. They 
merely receive the pay of infantry, without bounty, 
raticns, or clcthing. They are bound to raise corn 
and provisions on the public lands on which they 
are settled, and at the same time be ever ready to 
repel the incursions of the Indians. When this 
duty bas been performed, they return to their peace- 
fui agricultural pursuits. What have been the cón- 
sequences of his policy? Since this system was 
first adopted by the Secretary of War, the 
Government bas been able to purchase’ pro- 
visions at a greatly reduced price, These men 
raise not only what is sufficient to supply their 
own wants, but a considerable surplus for sale. 
They are settled in the very heart of Florida, where 
provisions are most wanted for the use of the army; 
and the Government thus saves much in the cost.of 
transportation. This whole arrangement, instead 
of affording any foundation for a charge of extra~ 
vagarce against the Government, is one eminently 
economical. -` À he 

I am sorry to inform the Senator that the Seere- 
tary has not yet been able to raise more than one- 
third of these five hundred militia infantry. 

I trust he will now be able to perceive why Gen. 
Read directed these ‘sedentary infantry” to remain 
at home, and not to pursue the enemy a greater dis- 
tance than twenty miles from their head quarters. 
They were never intended for general service, bat 
were destine tobe a rampart against the stealthy 
atiacks of the Indians—to be a body-guard on the 
frontier for the women and children behind them, 
and to be a barrier for their protection, over which 
the savages could not pass. If these men could be 
withdrawn from the positions which they sccupy, 
and sent all over Florida, the result might be dis- 
astrous. . 

The fourth and last charge of extravagance 
against Mr. Van Buren was, the establisament of 
the branch mints; and yet these mints were esta- 
blished by act of Congress in 1835, two years before 
he came into power. Now I myself happen to be 
one of those Senators who was decidedly opposed to 
the establishment of these mints. With the ex- 
ception of the one at New Orleans, they have never 
done much good, nor do I expect that they ever 
will hereafter. ‘There is one of them in Georgia, 
ata place called Dahlonega, and another at Char- 
loite, in North Carolina, At these places I believe 
the gold has given out. Now, as these two mints 
were established, not by Mr. Van Baren, but by an 
act of Congress, passed without distinction of party, 
‘is “it hot most extractdinary to charge him wih 
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th expense whieh hasbeen thusincurred? He is 


< not to: blame if, the gold has given out and cannot 
be found:in such quantities as to keep them in em- 


eoveries are constantly being made.] 

“Mrs Bucnananw resumed. I am glad to learn 
that the gold has not given out in Georgia, and that 
there is still some prospect that the Mint at Dah- 
lonega may yet be employed. In one thing, how- 
ever, Jcannot be mistaken, and that is, that if gold 
has'been found, very little of it has been brought 
tothe mint:to be coined, within the last few years. 
Lhave no right todoubt the statement of the gen- 
tléman, and I should rejoice it gold would descend 
in showers from above upon Georgia, as it former- 
ly did-upon Dane. It makes no difference, how- 
ever, for my ‘present purpose, whether this mint be 
necessary or not. Itis certain, at least, that Mr. 
Van Buren was not even President when it was es- 
tablished, nor is his administration responsible for 
what appears to me to be the useless expense which 
has been thus incurred. 

_ SE his were the proper occasion, I might adduce 
many dreiments to prove that not more than one 
mint ought to exist in this country; although I ac- 
knowledge that strong reasons may be urged in fa- 
vor of a branch at New Orleans. "Whatever gold 
may be found in the vicinity of Dahlonega and 
Charlotte, might be disposed of as profitably to the 
finders as if they carried it to these mints for coin- 
age. The other Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 

uay] will bear me witness that I steadily follow- 

ed thé lead of himself and my friend Governor 
Hirt of New Hampshire, from first to last, in op- 
position to the establishment of tbese branch 
mints. 

~Ehayve thus gone over the four specifications of 
my, friend from Kentucky, and happy indeed am I 
to fihd that these are the.only specific charges of 
extravagance..which have been made against the 
present Administration., This .very fact is, in it- 
selfy their most trumphant vindication. Indeed, I 
am almost sorry, for the sake of the gentleman, 
thathe could not have discovered some charges a 
little more plausible than any of these,on which he 
might:have rested an argument’. 


“Té-Congress, then, have determined that the exi- 
gencies ofthe country absolutely demanded the exe 
penditure of. one hundred and thirty millions with- 
inshe- last four.years, and if the Senator and his 
friends ;-have concurred in this necessity, and have 
united.with.us in making appropriations to that 
amount, with what justice can. they now blame the 
President for this expenditure? It eannot be pre- 
tended: either that he created this necessity for a 
large expenditure, or that he squandered the pub- 
lic moncy.in accomplishing any of the objecis de- 
signated by Congress. Away, then, with such 
charges of extravagance! Lf any debt has been 
created, in consequence of these large expenditures 
directed by Congress, whose fault is it? Certainly 
not his. He had no control over the matter. 

T_undertake to predict, that should the Secretary 
of the Treasury prove to be as correct in all other 
respects. as he isin bis estimate of revenue to be 

derived from customs during the present year, we 
shall, at the end of it, be entirely clear of debt. I 

have-no doubt but that the revenue from this 

souree.will, at the very least, amount -to from 

ighteeti totwenty millions of dollars. Should 

i ‘the case, then tbe Secretary is of opinion 
thatthe wevenue-of. the country, during the yeat, 
wil: bésnfficietit.-io. meet iis expenditures, pro- 
vided. Congress ‘shall not exceed his estimates in 


their appropriations; and will, in addition, dis- 


charge the amount of the ‘outstanding Treasury 
notes. -But we are willing, nevertheless, to pro- 
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contingencies which may arise at the commence- 
ment of anew Administration, ~~ ; 

T have now auswered the remarks of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky. The facts which I have stated 
in regard to his four specifications of extrava- 
gance, have of course been communicated to me by 
the proper Department. None of them are within 
my own knowledge; but I have no doubt they are 
all substantially correct. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN replied at some length to 
Mr. Bucnanan. His remarks will be given here- 
after. $ : 

Mr. BUCHANAN again rose, in reply to Mr. 
CRITTENDEN, and. said that he considered this a 
proud day for the retiring Administration, It pre- 
sented a moral spectacle on which the world might 
gaze with worder. In an expenditure of one hun- 
dred and thirty millions of dollars, during the pe- 
riod of four years, the Senator from Kentucky had 
only been able to enumerate four items of ex- 
travagance, and each one of these had been fully 
explained. Had the world ever beheld a nation in 
which such a spectacle could be presented? Look 
over the kitgdoms of Europe; look over the vast 
continent of America; examine the abuses under 
evéry other form of Government; and where, ex- 
ceptis this Republic of ours, can you find such an 
example? One hundred and thirty millions had 
been expended, and the only complaints .of ex- 
travagance were, that three hundred troops from 
Missouri had been employed in the Florida war; 
that five hundred thousand dollars’ worth of provi- 
sions had been collected to subsist our army in the 
Cherokee country, all of which was fortunately not 
required for that purpose; that two hundred Florida 
militia had been called into service on a kind of duty 
which did not meet the approbation of the Senator; 
and that three branch mints had been unnecessari- 
ly established, two years before the present Admi- 
nistration came into power! And this was the 
sum total—these were the entire charges—which 
the honorable Senator could urge against the Ad- 
ministration. This was, then, the only foundation 
for the statements which had been made in 
every portion of the country, swelling the extrava< 
gance of this Administration to hundreds of millions. 
The vindication of the old Administration was 
now triumphant against the charges which had 
every where been urged and reiterated by the 
friends of*the new Administration. He and his 
friend frem Missouri [Mr. Benton] had challenged 
the gentlemen of the Opposition in May last, te 
point out the ems of that extravagance of which 
they complained in the aggregate. This challenge 
bad not then been accepted. They remained si- 
lent. The Senator from Kentucky had now come 
forth with bis specifications, and what was their 
character? They afforded ample testimony that 
the working of our Republican Administration hed 
been admirable. Indeed, no Administration in this 
country could squancer the people’s money without 
detection, becaue the pecple always keep a vigil- 
Jant eye over their public servants. A Republican 
Administration would not if it could, as it could 
not if it would, be guilty of extravagance. Their 
own high principles would condemn and forbid the 
act. Thee was no possibility, under the Constitu- 
tion of our Republic, that any Administration 
could be guilty of expending money on useless 
and extravagant objects, without the previous au- 
thority of Congress. And here he was about to 
say, that the honorable Senator bad treated a por- 
tion of his argument unfairly; but he would not 
apply such a term, as he had never met with un- 
fairness from that source. The Senator had stated 
that ke (Mr. B ) had maintained that the President 
could not be held responsible for the extravagance 
of officers acting under his authority. Heaven 
forbid ! that he (Mr. B.) should ever have enter- 
tained such an idea. Far, very far from it. The 


President’s task was an arduous one, Whilst it. 


was the most honorable, it was also the mostre- 
sponsible station on earth. He had the selection 
of his own agents, and their improper acts must 


always attach odium to him. If his station were ; 


high, his responsibility’ was and ought to be great. 
Now, for what had he (Mr. B.) contended? He 
had taken up ‘the triumphant report of the Secreta- 


vide five millions more to meet any unforseen 
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«ty of the Treasury—a report which could not be 
met—and had presented from it the expenditures, of 
the Administration under their appropriate heads, . 
and demanded whether any man could complain of 
them as furnishing evidence of Executive extra- 
vagance. What was the nature of Executive esti- 
mates? Did the Executive ever send estimates of 
expenditures to Congress which were not demanded 
by pre-existing laws?. It.was his duty to go through 
the statute bovk and furnish estimates of the 
amount required to execute existing acis of Con- 
gress; and whilst he confined himself to the per- 
formance of this. duty, he was under no responsi- 
bility whatever. Congress, and not the President, 
were then responsible. That was the point. The 
President stood upon the laws of the land, and had 
confined his estimates strigtly to what they enjoined. 
He could not repeal any law. On the contrary, he 
was bound to carry every law into execution. 

~ There was, he had expressly admitted, a class of 
cases in which a President ought to be held respon- 
sible for extravagance: and this was when he- rè- 
cemmended unwise and unnecessary objects of ex- 
pense to Congress. He would also be responsible, 
in a great degree, for the expenditures voted by his 
party in Congress even without his express recom- 
mendation, beeause it was fair to presume that he 
and they acted in harmony on all great public mea- 
sures, . 

Again: He kad declared that. the Executive 
might be justly held responsible for the economical 
expenditure of public money whenever gross sums 
were appropriated towards the accomplishment of 
particular objects, and the employment of the 
money was thus necessarily subjected to his discre- 
tion, Insucha case, it was his duty to see that 
the object should be accomplished in the cheapest 
and best manner; and if he failed to do so, he was 
justly censurable. Responsibility! Yes, the Exe- 
cutive was, and, on principle, ought ever to be, held 
responsible for the economical expenditure of the 
public money, in obedience to the laws of Congress, 

Under all these admissions, said Mr. B. I ask the 
Senator to take up the report of the Secretary. of 
the Treasury, and point out a single head of expen- 
ture with which the country could “have dispensed. 
He [Mr. Crirrenpsn] said, yesterday, thathe did 
notcomplain of any of those objects of expendi- 
ture. No, he did not—he could not; for, from the 
first to the last, there wasnothing in that list which 
could have been avoided, with a proper regard to 
the inferests of the country. He might add, that 
he believed there was nothing in that hst which had 
not received the support of the Opposition, as well 
as the Administration party on this floor. K 

He had but afew words more to say in reference 
to the four items to which the Senator had specially 
referred. He deemed it unnecessary. to follow him 
at length, because he had already furnished what 
he believed to be the facts; and they constituted the 
best refutation of his [Mr. CriTTENDEN’S}] argu- 
ments, 

In regard to the three hundred men taken from 
Missouri, the Secretary of War might have judged 
unwisely. He might possibly, with equal advan- 
tage to the service, have taken a like number of 
men from Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, or Ken- 
tucky. The people of these States were all equally 
brave with those of Missouri. There wasno ques- 
tion about that. But if the Secretary had thought 
proper to employ three. hundred Western hunters 
and trappers from Missouri, who were believed to 
possess more experience in the mode of attacking 
Indians, and driving them out of their Everglades, 
could the difference of expense in transporting these 
men from Missouri to Florida, above. that of trans- 
porting a like number from Kentucky, be made a 
matter of grave accusation against the Executive? 
The Secretary may have judged unwisely, and the 
President may be responsible; but it was as light a 
responsibility as ever President bore. Unfortu- 
nately, a number of the horses belonging to these 
men were Jost, and the Government had to pay for 
them; but this could not have been foreseen. ` All. 
this might have been an error in judgment, though 
he (Mr. B.) believed it was not; still it could never 
be converted into a subject of serious charge against 
the President, or prove that he had been. guilty of 
extravagance. In attempting to magnify into. im- 
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portance so small a matter, the Senator from Ken- 
tucky had unconsciously bestowed ene of the high- 


est compliments which he could pay to the econo- - 


wy of the Administration. 
In regard to the provisions conveyed to the Che- 
rokee country:—we know there was not only dan- 
_ ger ef a-war with this powerful tribe of Indians, 


but that an incipient war then already existed. | 


Blood hdd then been shed, according to his best re- 
collection. The whole neighboring conntry was in 
commotion, and the people of the surrounding 
States were terrified and alarmed.. Under such cir- 
cumstances, was it not the duty of the Administration 
to collect troops for the defence of the country and 
the removal of the Indians? And he asked: the 
honorable Senator if these troubles had not ended 
in peace; if war had been the result, and an army 
had been collected there without provisions, might 
not the Administration, with great justice, have 
been attacked for their improvidence? In such an 
event, they would have been guilty of a criminal 
dereliction of. duty, not only against the army. and 
the people of the States where the Indians were lo- 
cated, but against the whole people of the United 
States.. And yet the burden of the Senator’s charge 
against the Administration, is for doing an act, 
which, if they had not done, might have resulted 
in disastrous consequences to the whole country, 
in case the threatened war had not been avoided. It 
became, therefore, absolutely indispensabie to collect 
these provisions for the subsistence of the army; 
and it was only because, through the mercy of a 
wise and over-ruling Providence, another Indian 
wat had been averted from the people of Georgia 
and the surrounding States, that this transaction 
could p.ssibly have been converted into & charge 
of extravagance against the Administration. Who 
then can be justly blamed? There were the provi- 
sions and we ought to be thankful that they were 
not all rendered necessary. Wehad peace instead 
of war; and by the early dismissal cf the troops, 
all of these provisions could not be consumed. 
Now he, Mr. B. shrunk from no responsibility on 
this occasion. He admitted that the Administration 
were responsible for the conduct of General Scott, 
a gentleman for whom he entertained the highest re- 
gard and esteem. That General had done but his 
duty as commander of the forces, in ordering these 
provisions, which he could not use, to be sold. In- 
deed he cou!d not have acted otherwise. 

But the Senator had intimated that this sale was 
not fairly made; and that gold and silver being re- 
quired in payment, the purchasers were Govern- 
ment agents, who bought in the provisions at alow 
rate, with Government money, for their own pri- 
vate emolument. If this were true, every one of 
these officers ought to be instantly dismissed. It 
was a heavy charge, and the Senator did not pre- 
tend to know any thing about it, except from news- 
paper rumors, which were certainly not the most 
autbentic source of information, He, Mr. B. had 
heard that some of these provisions were damaged, 
and he had learned from the most authentic source 
that Ross would not purchase provisions from the 
contractors at any price, though he might have 
used them advantageously in removing the Indians. 
It is much more probable that the distance of these 
provisions from any point where they could have 
been sold for their value, and the consequent cost 
of transportation to such a place, together with the 
perishable natare of some of them, were the rea- 
‘sons why they did not command a greater price, 
than that the disbursing officers of the Government 
had been guilty of any fraudulent conduct. This, 
then, was among the sins of extravagance charged 
against Mr. Van Buren, although he knew nothing 
about it until long alter it took place. Happy, in- 
deed, would be the fate of the succeeding Adminis. 
tration, if no heavier charge could be made against 
them at the end of their term of service. 

A few words more in regard to the Florida war. 
‘When Congress omitted to provide regular troops 
for the defence of Florida, what was the only al- 
ternative left? . Did not this omission ‘necessarily 
devolve upon the President the duty of calling out 
the militia for that purpcse, under the. Constitution 
and existing laws? The neglect of Congress to 
raise the force required by the Secretary of War, 
did not prohibit him from availing himself of ‘the 


militia; but, on the contrary, rendered a resort to 
them impératively necessary. The militia law still 
remained in full force; and to that, and that alone, 
could he recur for the defence of Florida. 

[Mr. CRITTENDEN here inquired whether Briga- 
dier General Read was not an officer of the United 
States Army.] : 

Mr. Bucwanan said certainly not. In his fa- 
mous order, to which the Senator had himself. re- 


ferred, he had styled himself Brigandier General 


of the Florida Brigade. He was notan officer of 
the United States Army; but of the Florida militix; 
and he (Mr. B.) understood they had been called 
into service under the authority of our existing mi- 
litia laws. And what else could the Secretary have 
done under the circumstances? What else would 
the Senator from Kentucky himself have done had 
be been Secretary of War? Would he have aban- 
doned Florida whilst Florida was bleeding at every 
pore? Would he have said, “I demanded a mounted 
regiment of regular troops.and Congress refused 
to grantit, and because they refused, E shall not 
order the militia into service, notwithstanding the 
existing iaw renders this my duty. Let the blood 
shed in Florida be upon the kead of Congress, I am 
innocent!” Wo, there was not a man in America 
who would not have recoiled from such reasoning, 
and noné sooner or moře repulsively than the ho- 


| norable Senator himself. 


And yet, with all his elequence and ingenuity, to 
what had he finally been driven? To read an ex- 
tract from some newspaper, the name of which he 
had not thought proper to give us, for the purpose 
of exciting a laugh and a sneer in the Senate of 
the United States. All this was “at the expense of 
Uncle Sam;” but, from information derived frem 
the D-partment itself, he could zssure the gentle- 
man that these militia infantry did net, as the paper 
alleged, receive $18, but merely $7 per month—the 
pay of United States infantry soldiers; and that, 
too, without either bounty, clothing, or rations. 
Now, Heaven forbid that the time may ever ar- 
rive, in this country, when Senators should serious- 
ly attempt to criminate any Administration on this 
floor by bringing here the tittle-tattle of a newspa- 
per, whilst they could obtain the information de- 
sired in an authentic and official form from the pro- 
per Departa. ent. How unnecessary aswell as unjust, 
was it to attempt to prove a high officer of 
the Government guilty of misconduct by newspa- 
per siatements, when, upon the motion of any 
member, the power of the Senate would at any 
time be exerted to prove him guilty, if guilty he 


| were, by efficial documents authenticated under his 


own hand? And yet this was the course which the 
honorable Senator had thought proper to pursue. 
But, says the Senator, how could these two hun- 
dred militia infantry have raised a crop of corn be- 
tween the last adjournment of Congress in July 
and the present time? But had he not informed the 
Senator that while the question was depending be- 
fore Congress, whether mounted men should be 
raised for the defence of Fiorida, the Governor of 
that Territory, knowing that the expense would 
eventually fall upon the Government of the United 


States, had called these men into service before our j 


adjournment, and under the Secretary’s advice he 
had adopted the policy previously pursued to en- 
courage the raising of provisions for the army? If 
the gentleman thought proper, at any time, to call 
for authentic information on this subject, it would 
be furnished hirn most cheerfully by the Depart- 
ment. 

These, then, are the items of extravagance with 
which the retiring Administration were charged, 
and this was the indictment preferred against them. 
The branch mints are still continued; and the Pre- 


sident is condemned because, forsooth, he does rot į 


abolish them! Now could the President repeal the 


! law which created them? Could he undertake to 


say he would not execute the will of Congress de- 


' clared by an act of Congress? If he had closed 


| tution of his country. 


these mints by his own authority, he would have 


i been guilty of the highest erime against the Consti- 
He would, by usurping the | 


prerogative of anuuiling ac's of Congress, bave 
placed himself above the -Legisiative power. 
He might then, with justice, have been 
denounced and condemned as a tyrant. And yet 


it has been made a grave- accusation against the 
President, that he had not shut-up. these: branch 

mints, because they were too expensive—that . he 

had not done an act, for doing which he ought: to 

have been impeached and deprived of: his: high-of-: 
fice. The Senator from North Carolina {Mr Mar- 

cum] took a more correct view of this subject. He’ 
thought, with him (Mr. B.) that.Congress was’ .the 

proper sourcé ‘of power in such cases. ° Let‘ us 

move on in the ancient constitutional manner; and 
although there might be some “prospects” of gold 

around Dahlonega and Charlotte, he would vote at 

any moment for the repeal of the law which had 

established these branch mints. He believed them 

to be unnecessary; but how the present Administra- 

tion could be held responsible for their expenses, he 

was utterly at a loss to determine. . Nothing but the 

ingenuity of the honorable Senator could ever have 

led to the suggestion. He could draw upon- the 
abundant fountain of his wit, and turn the most se« 

rious subjects into ridicule, when it suited his pur- 

pose; but he would never succeed in blotting out 

from the minds of the people of this. country the 

gratitude which they would yet feel towards an Ad- 
ministration against which no charges of extrava-- 
gance could be made, except such as he had enume- 

rated. $ 


THE BANKRUPT BILL. 


Kiet 
— \ 
REMARKS OF MR. NORVELL, | 
OF MICHIGAN, 7 i 
In Senate, Thursday, February. 4, 1841—On, the 
Bankrupt bill. a 
Mr. NORVELL sa‘d: The amendment submit- 
ted by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Bexron] to 
the bankrupt bill, now under consideration, re- 
quired the consent .of two-thirds of the creditors, 
in value and number, before the debtor could re~- 
ceive a certificate securing him the benefit of the 
act. He hoped that the amendment would ro’ be 
adopted by the Senate. Its effect would be to sub- - 
ject debtors to the tender mercy of their creditors. 
It wasa remnant of the old spirit, the pound of 
flesh spirit, which prevailed in the age of Shylock. 
He would rather see no bill pass,than one with such: 
a provision in it. It would only harass and annoy ` 
the unfortunate, and expose him to an ordeal at 
once grating ard cruel. The Senater said 
that his amendment was sanctioned by that 
provision in the Constitution, which prohibits 
ed us from impairing the obligation of contracts, 
No such provision was to be found in the Consti- 
tation. A clause is in that instrument, forbidding 
the States from passing any law impairing the ob- 
ligation of contracts. The power, given to Cot+ 
gress exclusively, to enact uniform laws on ‘the 
subject of bankruptcies, in his judgment, implied 
and comprehended the necessary authority to 
change the character of contracts, so far as to re- 
lease the debtor upon the surrender of all the pro- 
perty, and to protect the future acquisitions which 
he might make. On this point he entertained no 
doubt. No benkrupt law would be of much ser- 
vice, unless it embraced such a principle. But if 
Congress could pass no law impairing the obliga- 
tion of contracts, how could they pass an act, with 
the consent of two-thirds of the cred tors, impair- 
ing the obligation of the contract of a debtor with — 
the other third of his creditors? If the argue 
ment of the honorable Senator amounted to any 
thing, a debtor could not receive a certifi- 
cate ef release as long asa single creditor refused 
his consent to the granting of the certificate. But 
there was nothing in the argument. The power of 
Congress was ample on the subject. And if they 
would not perform their duty—if they still refused 
tə exercise a power beneficent in is tendency to- 
wards a large portion of the American people—let 
them return it to the States, from which they had 
received it, He was sorry to say, thatthe course 
of Senators lagged behind the spirit of the age. 
They did not keep up with the sentiments and feel- 
ings of the people. The great mass of the people 
were in favor ef the passage cf such a bill as was 
now before the Senate, whether memorials had been 
presented from this or that Stale on the subject. A 
disregard of the advances made by the great body 
of the people, in principles of this kind, might well 
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account: for: some:of: the. great political changes 
| which we:had all. witnessed ‘within the last year cr 
twò. :He trusted‘that a bill, demanded by all: tho 
considerations of humanity; mercy, and the public 
good; weuld pass, without any such amendmentfas 


was how proposed'to it. > 


SPEECH OF MR. SHEPARD, 
Sie n OF NORTH CAROLINA, š 
Fr. the House of Representatives, February 4, 1841— 
, Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
‘ion, on the Treasury Note bill. : 
t. BARNARD: of New York proposed to make a 
oan of $10,000,000. g 
. Mr, Sranty of North Cárolida offered an amend- 
“ment to lay a duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem on 
silks, 20° per cent. on wines, and 20yer cent. on 
lipens. —  * È fi ` 
_ Mr. SHEPARD addressed the commitice as fol- 
lows: |... z i 


. Mr. Cuaiman: Iam reluctantto continue this 
discùssion, but honorable geatlemén have advanced 
‘doctrines which I consider of a dangerous tendeacy, 
and I cannot forbear to express’ my own opinions. 
Since the commercial revulsion of 1837, the income 
of this’ Governmént. has not been equal to its ex- 
penditure. In the years of jpleny, the surplus re- 
venue was divided among dhe States, and now, in 
the day of comparative famine, no willingness is 
manifested to curtail expénses, buta proposition is 
made to increase the ‘bardens of the people. The 
member from: Maine [Mr. Evans] has asked, “in 
“What branch of the public service can redaction be 
made?” I shall not set up fora political paritan, 
but. pomt to. the unnecessary lenath of our ses- 
sions, to the disgraceful amount of contingencies, 
the enormous increase in the cost, of collecting the 
: ‘Yevenue, and J believe that a faithful examination 
would unfold much more, that requires the knife 
aod the caustic, Economy, however, should not 
approach stinginess, for this would ultimately prove 
the grossest extravagance; let worth and talent be 
well rewarded, and if sinecures be abolished, sala- 
ries reduced in proportion to the service rendered, 
and no expenses incurred for the special benefit of 
individuals or sections, I indulge the hope that, af 
ter the revival of trade, the revenue will be amply 
‘guficient for all the wants.of Government. Gen- 
-tlemen have poured forth cataracts of eloquence 
on. ihe subject of corraption, but they err in laying 
the whole blame on either of the great parties: it is 
immaterial who is the President, or what faction 
“has‘the ascendency; if much money be placed un- 
der the control of politicians, there is reason to fear 
that it will be used to advance the seheines of par- 
ty, and to promote the interest of cunniog leaders. 
It is.wice, therefore, to save our rulers from temp- 
dation; itis just to let the people hold their own pro- 
.perly, and to take the smallest portion of their 
eatnings, that the public service will admit, 
. Lam opposed to the levy of new taxes, until an 
honest effort be made to economize, and 1 will not 
conseal that three articles shall be selected at the 
present time for the partial legislation of Congress, 
A new President will shortly be ‘in office; those, who 
have assumed all the wisdom and virtue of the land, 
will haye the reins of Government, aud they should 
bear its responsibilities. At the next session the 
whole system of taxation must be revised, and there 
is no necessity for anticipating the deliberations of 
our successors; let timely warning be given to all 
the great interesis. of the country; let the public 
mind be drawn to this important subject in all its re- 
lations, and Í hope that the question will be settied 
on a basis, satisfactory to ali, and oppressive to 
none. 
| A tax on imports is easy of collection, and borne 
without murmur by tie mass, because its sabile 
‘operation is not perceived, though it is not the less 
powerful in its effect, or less lable to abuse, and 
“+ should -be watched with jealousy. The eonsumer 
: pays- the duty, and, if the article be limited in gnan- 
~= Mity or of indispensable necessity, this would be the 
ehd of the mater, and one man would not have 
more right to complain than another. But where 
the censymption depends on the price, the im post 
has a much 2 wider bearing. if clothand molasses 
be cheap, mote-of these comforts will be. uscd than 


when dear; a duty of 30- per cent. ad valorem on 
the former, and of 5 cenis on the latter, must dimi- 
nish importation, or keep out of the country: much 
that would otherwise enter. ‘The foreiguer is not 
the only person who would be izjured by this Te- 
sult. . His merchandise comes here in exchange for 


` cur produections—the trader of the city is a mere 


agent of the industrious classes, he buys the corn, 
cotton, the tobacco, the naval stores, the manufac- 
tures of domestic labor, and gives them for the pro- 
ducts- of other climes and other péoples All.com- 
merce is resolvable into the great principle of ex- 
change; if the country sells nothing, it can bay 
nothing; if it exports nothing it can import nothing; 
and that-which comes here in the shape of foreign 
goods, is only another form of our own property, 
and is as much American industry, as the grass of 
our fields, or the cloth of our factories. Any dis- 
tinction between them is failacious and unjast. 

Ifa tax, therefore, on foreign merchandise di- 
minish its consumption, domestic produce, which 
is exchanged for that mercbandise, is indirectly af- 
fected. If we buy less of the foreigner, he is com- 
peled to buy less of us; if we cease ‘to take that 
which he can give, the market for the products of 
our own labor is jeszened in like proportion. The 


exact degree to which the produce is injured by the. 


customs, cannot be estimated with certainty, for 
trade, when driven from one path, will generally 
find another; but asthe natural course of things is 
the most profitable, any law, which obstructs the 
free interchange of commodities, and aims at the 
establishment of an artificial system, raust be bur- 
densome to those classes, on whose industry the ex- 
periment is made. 

Bat, sir, let usleave theory, and take a more 
practical view ofthe subject. In 1839 the exports 
of the United States were valued at $103,533,891— 
of which $63,430,845 went to England, and 
$16,553,667 10 France; in that year cotton was 
shipped to the amount of $61,238,982, of which 
$46,137,365 went to Great Britain, and $13,323, 142 
to France—$9,832,943 of tobacco was exported, 
of which 45,362,331 wentto England, and $901,- 
950 to France—$2,460,198 of rice was shipped— 
$688,800 of naval stores, of which $501,584 went 
to England. It thus appears that cotton, tobacco, 
rice, and naval stores, constitule more than two- 
thirds of the exports of the country, (874,220,923,) 
and that England and France are the great mar- 
kets, to which these productions are carried. Ir- 
dian corn and timber would swell this gum con- 
siderably; they are left out of the calculation, be- 
cause they are not exclusively the product cf the 
six or seyin Slates, which raise the great amount 
above mentioned. ‘Fhe imports of the same year 
amounted to $162,092,132, of which $71,600,351 
came from England, and $33,284,119 from France, 
Consisting principally of the manufactures of wool, 
cotton, iron, linen, silk, &c. These facts prove 
that an immense trade exists between the countries, 
founded on the mutual wants of the people, 
and the variety of their industry—a trade that 
that would keep pace with the increase of popula- 
tion, and the growing demands of civilized life, if 
not disturbed by political quackery. Eugtand re- 
quires the raw material, but her climate forbids the 
culture, America needs the produce of British 
workmanship, but she caunot struggle with ms- 
tured skill, vast capital, and low wages. Such ties 
bind together the nations of the earth. The gifts of 
Provitence are widely distributed, psrhars, to show 
man that his real iaterest and substantial comfort 
are promote: by peace and harmony. 

If, for any purpose, a tax is laid on iron and 
Woollen, so that the joreign manafacture is driven 
out cf the market, or iis consumption diminished, 
the foreigner will take less of cotton, tobacco, naval 
stores, or other domestic articles, . which were ex- 
changed for his own. The revenue of this country 
is principally derived from duties on the manufac- 
tures of Grea: Britain: ber ection goods, her wool- 
len cioth, her iron, her glass, and her sugar, have 
been the great objects cf altack--they have sus- 
tained the burden of the federal Government, 
though this very Eugland consumes nearly two- 
thirds of our domestic productions. - in aiming a 
blow at the foreigner, you strike. one of your. own 
citizens; the tax collected is paid by the consumer, 


but tbe effect reaches the prodacer, and all interest. 
ed in his prosperity. This producer is the agricul. 
turist of the Southern States—ihe cotion grower, 
the tobacco planter, and the getter of naval stores: 
the raiser of Indian corn is also concerned, for bis 
mai ket is among the planters, devoted to other pro- 
ducts, and every citizen of those States, whatever 
may be his occupation, is benefited by maintaining 
the value of the staples, which give streigth and 
wealth to the Southern community. 

If this reasoning be sound, the Federal Govern- 
‘ment indirectly taxes the industry of a few States. 
This will bring ro complaint from me, whilst the 
burden is reasonable, and the money is used for 
wise and constitutional purposes. ` But taxation 
should be equal. All receive protection from 
the Government, and all enjoy its inestima- ` 
ble blessings; a tax is levied on the agricul- 
turist,thaugh his property requires no more vigilance 
than that of other citizens, and why should 
the domestic manufacturer escape? Is hea better 
man, or a braver soldier? Does he contribute 
more to the wealth of the country? fs he more 
liberal in his means or policy? And yet he is the 
favorite of the Government, living without taxa- 
tion, possessing the home market by warring against 
foreign articles, and, as I will proceed to. show, 
having the advantage of free trade with foreign 
States, . : 

By the “Compromise act” of 1833, silks and 
linens were admitted tree of duty: ‘This was done, 
contrary to the wishes of the planter, for the bene- 
fit of the manufacturer: he did not produce silk and 
linen goods, and insisted that the whole tax should 
be laid on iror, cotton, woollens, and other neces- 
saries of life, because, in these things, he was a 
rival to the foreigner. The consequence is, that 
the trade between France and the United States has 
greatly increased; in 1830 the silks impored were 
valued at $5,774,010; im 1835 they went up to 
$16 247,782; in 1839 to $21,350,669. Tae whole 
exportation of colton to France has also increased, 
amounting in 1832 to little more than $7,500,000, 
and now to $13,323,142. Here is a powerfal. ar- 
gumeat in favor of free trade; restrictionis the mala- 
ria of commerce, its fetid breath deadens enterprise, 
and when it passes away, every thing springs into 
life and actividy. What was intended to be.a gra- 
tuity to the manufacturer, has become useful to the 
cotton planter. France consumes-nearly a fourth 
of the crop; she is steadily improving ia ski! and 
means, and may become a rival market to Eng- 
land for the great staple. Bat if a daty be im- 
posed on liness and silks, this fair prospect may 
be seriously darkened; wiso rulers wiil hesitate be- 
fore they take a step of such imporlance without 
urgent necessity. 

Glance your eye, sir, over the list of importa. 
tions. You will find that heavy duties are imposed 
on nearly ali the articles which come here in ex- 
change for cotton, tobacco, &e. except worsieds, 
wines, and these two, which are now selected for 
taxation. This is the only redeeming feature in 
the system of injusiice; and yet gentlemen seem 
anxious to complete their work, and make it utierly 
hidecus. If more revenue be absolutely necessary, 
it isat least decent that Southern agriculture should 
not bzar the whole burden; and I will direct the at- 
teniion of honorable members to a few objects that 
have escsped notice, 

Shoes and leather are taxed, for the special com- 
fort of the tanners and boot makers of Lynn, in 
Massachusetts; but raw hides and skins come in 
free, to the amount of $3,158,027: they are im- 
ported from Mexico and South America, in ex- 
change for those manufactures, which the Govern- 
ment has so bountifully piotected from European 
competition. Dyes to the amount of $586,450, 
mahogany $504,896, barilla $150,637, also are ad- 
mitted free of duty: they are used by the manu- 
facturer; they come principally from Sowh Ame- 
rica, in exchange for the work of the favorite. 
Coffee, valued at $9,744,103, is free: it comes from 
Brazil and Caba; the former is a great market for 
ihe produets of Northern labor, and the ‘only pro. 
ductions of the latter which are-taxed heavily in this 
country are sugar, which the creole’ of Loviviana 
wishes to furnish at a high prieé, and spirits, which 
our rulers fear might entice the people from a de- 
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licious- beverage-called “Yankee rum.” Teas, 
amounting to $2,424 594, are also free: they come 
from. China, in. exchange for specie, and cotton ma- 
nufactures, In 1839, there was exported $850,533 
of fish to Cuba, Hayti, and South America; $600 455 
of òilto the sams and the Hanse towns; $2,975,301 
of cotton: goods to South America, principally; 
$178,142 of spermaceti candles to the same region; 
$361,840 of furniture to Cuba, &e.; $453 471 of 
soap and candles to South America; $134,588 of 
iron and nails to Cuba, &c.; $748,862 of manu- 
factures of iron to South America and Cuba, 
&c. &e; and $197,162 of gunpowder to Mex- 
ico. and South America. .“Nutmegs, pepper, 
cocoa, to a considerable amount, come in free from 
Holland and South America. Without going 
farther into detail, it will be seen that many other 
articles, besides wine, silk, and linens, are admit- 
ted free of duty; but they are essential to the fac- 
tories, or come in return for the products of manu- 
facturing labor, and this may be a good reason to 
continue the bounty: More than two-thirds of the 
imports from England are taxed, and one-third of 
those. from France, whilst the merchandise from 
other countries is admitted on more favorable 
terms or entirely free; the commerce,. in which the 
agricultural States of the South are most deeply in- 
terested, is shackled. and embarrassed, whilst that 
which is carried on by the industry of other sec- 
tions, is placed on the most liberal footing. And 
this is done by a Government established for the 
whole Union. Sir, I will not ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. BRECKENRIDGE] to tell his 
constituents that good policy and fair dealing for- 
bid such legislation; it might be cons.dered rude, 
as they doubiless think it just to tax the whole 
world for their own benefit. But I was grieved and 
astounded to hear the honorable member from South 
Carolina (Mr. Tuomeson;] he has volunteered to 
lay a burden en those whom he represents, and he 
will be spattered with praise for his magn: nimity— 
but, sir, it isa virtue that he has no right to prac- 
. tise, until he is prepared to defray the whole cost. 
The excuse for taxing wines, silks, and linens, is 

that they are luxuries. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia [Mr. Nisser] talked of the rich man, riding in 
his carriage and flaunting in silk. Such language 
gave me pain; it may blind the people of Georgia, 
bul it cannot exalt the reputation of the gentleman. 
A tax on the rich will not benefit the poor; the fine 
lady will use sill, thouzh its price be increased, 
but a heavy duty will debar the less wealthy 
from such ‘apparel. But this cry proceeds 
from’ a’source, that honest men will  aistrust 
—it comes from those who established and 
fastened on the country the restrictive system. 
Mr. Cray was the aathor of the act of 1824, and 
Mr. Wesster was the champion of the law of 
1828; by the former a tax of 334 per cent. ad valo- 
rem was placed on woollens, 3% cents per square 
yard on cotton bagging, 3 cents per pound on cables 
and other iron, 5 cents per pound on nails, 30 per 
cent. ad valorem on scythes, spades, knives, shovels 
by the latter the duty on woollens: was increased 
to 45 per cent. ad valorem, an additional tax of 10 
per cent. ad valorem was put on axes, drawing 
knives, adzes, 10 cents per gallon on molasses, and 
by this or the act of 1832, 10 cents per bushel on 
salt, and 24cents on brown sugar. ‘These things 
were done to benefit the manufacturers of Loweil, 
the iron monger of Pittsburgh, the grower of hem 
in Kentucky, and the sugar planter of Louisiana: 


the poor were taxed for their blankets, for the orci- | 


nary comforis of life, for the utensils which gaia 
their livelihood, and the rights of all were tram- 
pled. under foot to gratify ambition and cupidity. 
The bare memory of such acts must fill every 
sound heart with indignation; the authors will find 
it difficult.to assume the guardianship of the poor, 
for professions will not save them from suspicion. 
But, sir, Lam willing to lay the greatest burden on 
luxuries, and, to test the sincerity of gentlemen, I 
ask them to lower the tax on necessaries; Jet the 
rieh pay well for silks, linens, and wines, and per- 
mit coarse woollens, salt, molasses, and iron te 
come in. without any duty. Will our opponents 
agree-to this proposition?) Will they do any thing 
that is really beneficial to the poorer classes? - No, 
sit,no; the: cry. about luxuries is a mere plea-for 
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getting money, to squander on electioneering pro- 
jects. If, however, genttemea prefer another prin- 
ciple, let an ad valorem duty of 10 per cent. be laid 
-on all importations, whether necessaries or luxuries; 
a common. feature should pervade ovr system of 
taxation; we ought not to legislate againsta luxury 
to-day, and make war to-morrow on the common 
necessaries of life, or the Government should re- 
cognise no distinction, and put-all on the same foot- 
ing. If I am not mistaken, the northers capitalist 
is beginning to manufacture silk goods; the day is 
past when he can boldly ask for protection, but if 
a duty could be laid, under any pretence whatever, 
the infant factories would swell into great es- 
tablishments, and the whole people would contri- 
bute to his weal:h. ‘This may be one of the secret 
springs of the hypocritical movement for the relief 
of the poor, 2 . 
Mr. Chairman, an attempt has been. made to di- 
vide the friends of free irade, by appealing to the 
se'fishness of the tobacco planter. . We are told 
thata duty of 75 cents per pound is levied on to- 
bacco in England, and that France prohibits the 
article, except a certain quantity for the King, who 
derives a large revenue trom its sale; these facts 
are considered sound reasons for taxing wines, 
silks, and linens, in order to force England and 
France to admit tobacco on more liberal terms. If 
there was the slightest probability of open:ng the 
market, I should not hesitate to impose counter- 


vailing duties; but I ask the gentleman from Mary- . 


land to mention a single instance where they bave 
succeeded. ‘these nations themselves have becn 
wasing.a commercial warfare for centuries; their 
statute books are full of the most absurd regula- 
tions, injurious to both parties, and now, when the 
error is seen, they cannot be touched, because great 
interests are dependent on the permanency of the 
laws. England and France are enormously in- 
debted, and they must impose heavy taxes to pay 
the interest. Does the member from Maryland 
expect tobacco to be favored, when almost every 
thing thing that is eaten, drunken, or used in those 
countries, is grievonsly burdened? Perhaps Eng- 
land considers tobacco a “luxury,” and thinks it 
right that her aristocracy should pay for the enjoy- 
ment; or she views it as a poison, whose use is 
destructive to health and cleanliness, and should be 
discouraged. The climate of Great Britain is 
good for tobacco, but its culture was forbidden 
more than one hundred years ago. This cir- 
camstance may throw light on her policy, 
and warn gentlemen of the danger of con- 
verting a consumer into -a rival producer. 
Now, sir, is there much hope of driving France 
and England from their ancient policy?) Nego- 
tiation may ultimately suceeed, but the pride 
of those firm and gallant nations will be kindled at 
any measure, which Bears the aspect of constraint, 
and the trade may be st:ll farther shackled. Sup- 
pose, however, that retaliatory duties should not 
be successful, end then the tax on wines, silks, 
and linens will become a real injury to the planter; 
these are some of the articles which come in ex- 
change for tobacco, and, if their consumption be 
diminished, the foreigner will be less: able to pur- 
chase the domestic product. So that in striving to 
get more, we may loze the advantages already pos- 
sessed. 

Bat in quarreling about tobacco, we may bring 
down the value of another great staple. France 
and England will take cotton in exchange for their 
productions, and is it wise or just to embarrass 
a trade, that is mutually beneficial, because theru- 
lersof Europe will not also receive tobacco? Sir, 


this would not be dissimilar to the opium war on. 


China. The universal demand for the great ex- 
port, may be a blessing conferred, in recompense 
for the deadly climate where it grows, and I feel 
sure that the tobacco planter will not grumble at 
the preference, or wish to pursue a dangerous po- 
licy at the risk of injuring another citizen. It can- 
notbe that Maryland, Virginia, and the fairest 
portion of my own State, will desert the princi- 
ples for which they have Jong struggled; the gilded 
bait now presented is a deception of the enemy, to 
lure them from the safe ground heretofore occupied. 
The outsidejis fair,but within is concealed the instrua- 


glared that ‘the lands shall be considered a com. 


ment that will drag them to destruction. Ifour ranks. 


be broken, and the Government once more begin | 
to regulate industry, the stronger interests: will 
rule according to.their passions and their appetite: ~ 
the history of the past isan index to the future, aud. 
the tariffs of 1824 and 1828 show what may be ex- 
pected from those who are hungry and thirsty afier. 
plunder. Cia ee 
The principal object of these taxing schemes, i3. 
to prepare the way for dividing the proceeds of the | 
public lands among the States. When Virginia . 
ceded the Northwestern Territory in 1784, she des. 


mon fund for the use and benefit of such of the 
Unit.d States, as have become or shall become _ 
members of the Confederation or Federal alliance 
of the said States, Virginia inclusive, according to | 
their usual respective proportions in the general 
charge and expenditure, and shall be. faithfully 
and bona fide disposed of for that purpose, and for . 
no other purpose whatsoever.” At that time, be- | 
fore the existence of the present Constitution, the. 
Treasury of the United States was supplied by 
assessment on the Sta‘es, in proportion to the land 
tax of each, and it is not surprising that the idea of 
a general fund should be connected with the man- 
ner in which it was usually raised, This ex- 
plains the language in the latter part of the para- 
graph above quoted, “according to their usual res 
spective proportions in the general charge and exe 
penditurc,” which has been seized on as an authoe . 
rity for giving tothe. Stdtes the proceeds of the 
‘and. A mind anxious for truth, and not” in 
search of an excuse for bad policy, will be satisfied 
that the expression “common fand,” evinces. the 
intention of Virginia to grant this Territory to the 
States a nation, not as separate communities, 
From the time of the cession, down to a very late 
period, this opinion was universally entertained, 
and its contrary is not heard of, till politicians be» . 
gan to think ita good instrument for delusion and 
bribery. The grant ef Virginia extende} only. to 
the sovereignty of the country; the land itself be» 
longed to the aborigines, it was purchased from them 
by this Government, paid for by taxes levied .. 
atthe custoem-house, and in every view. must.. 
be considered a national property. But that: pors . 
tion of the Northwestern Territory which remains. 
unsold, is very small in comparison to ‘the. im- 
mense demain which was acquired from France; 
and yet honorable members who use the cession of 
Virginia as an argument, do not distinzuish, aod 
intend to apply the same principle of d siribution 
to the whole of that vast region. Whatever pre- 
tence, therefore, may be set torth, and however la- 
borious gentlemen may be to disguise the real eham ‘ 
racter of this measure, it conceals a-doctrine.of 
great magnitude and of momentous consequences. 
Sir, is it constitutional, or is it proper, -that.Con- 
gress chould collect money for the Sate Legisla- 
tures? These are the questions involved in this. 
Giscussion, and. it is unworthy of a statesman to 
evade them, for the decision must deeply affect the 
destiny of our institutions. 

Tae Federal Government was established for the 
purposes declared in the Constitution; ii was.an- 
thorized to “regulate ecommerce,” “to declare 
war,” “to raise armies,” “to maintain a navy,” 
“to provide for the common defence,” &+.; all, 
powers not delegated are reserved to the State, 
and it was desigced that all the duties of Governs. 
ment, not imposed on Congress,should be performed 
by the local Legislature. The excellence. of: the 
system depends on keeping each of these agents in 
its prescribed orbit. If the central body draw.ie 
itself what specially belongs to the smaller.crea- 
tions, or if these grasp at the means which give 
vigor and efficiency to the great head, the wbeie 
Government wiil be thrown into confusion. The 
Constitution does not empower Congress to become 
a tax gatherer for the State Legislatures, and it is 
net necessary that we should assume this respecta- 
ble position, for the same authority is given to both, 
though the forms may be different; and if money 
be needad for sectional objects, it ought to be levied 
by the local Government. But a great argner 
(Mr. Wester] bas said that Congress has power 
to ‘dispose of the territory of the United States,” 
withodt any limitation, and therefore we can acton 
ihis subject according to our own discretion, Lf ihis | 
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be sound reasoning, it is constitutional for us to 
to borrow- money, and give 1t to the kingdom of 
France, for the power io borrow is also unlimited. 
The trae method of construing’ the sacred compact 
of oar fathers, is to take an enlarged view of 
the whole instrument; the subordinate grants 
are ancillary to- the great object; the power of 
taxation was conferred to effect the main purpeses 
of the Federal Government, and in “disposing” of 
national property, we are bound to think of naiional 
duties, and io refrain ‘from interfering with local 
attairs, however expedient it may seem to be. 
their zeal to appropriate the public domain, and 
achieve a party triumph, gentlemen should remem- 
ber that the proceedings of to-day wil be an ex- 
ample for to-morrow; a false construction of ‘our 
great charier may be the basis of future schemes, 
yepugnant to .the spiritof the contract, and hostile 
to the interests and feelings of large minoriies of 
the people. 

Toat portion of the opposite party, which boldly 
avowsils principles, and isnot ashamed of its true 
name, I sincertly respect; from the remainder, that 
is Fedsral in doctrine and’ Republican in profes- 
sion, that is endeavoring to cheat the coun'ry by 
tricks aud devices, we have not much to hope. The 
former seeks to strengthen this Government, by 
making the States dependent on its bounty: formerly 
the plan was to encroach on the jurisdiction of the 
States, but now they are inviied to assault the cen- 
tral Government, avd seize its property. When the 
Legislatures tas'e of the public land, do gentlemen 
suppose that the appetite tor spoil will be satiated} 
May not other demagogues outsirip their teachers, 
and” feqvire a ‘still greater ‘share of the National 
Treasury? The Banaides were condemned to the 
endless task-of pouring water intoa leaky vessel, 
and’ similar fate willattend us, if thirsty pairiois 
increase in number with the usual rapidity. Is it 
wise, then, for the henest friends of a safe and 
efficient Government to threw away its meats, 

“and impair its necessary strength? Perhaps they 
suppose that depletion will render indispensable 
their favorite measure——a protective tarif. And 
is this the way to make the Government strong, te 
fix it deep in the hearts of the people, to create in 
us love and reverence for the work of our fathers? 
No, sir, Congress only becomes a tool of the domi- 
nant moejority; it is used for vicions designs; and 
though one section may receive the shower of gold, 
another is tairdened and oppressed, 

Bat is this an auspicious period for the poley of 
distribution? fn order to cast odium on Mr. Van 
Buren, genilemen have drawn a sombre picture of 
our condition; according to them, the ‘Preavury is 
in perfect chacs, the ariny d sorganied, the navy 
roiling, the Government heavily indebted, and yet 
they wih to dissipate the public revenue. Look 
abroad, sir, at the events which are trauspiring in 
otber quarters of the globe; France, armed to the 
teeth, increasing her marine, and indulging in 
dreams of ggantic ambitiin—Grest Britain, dic- 
tating to Europe, plundering Asia, and arregantly 
searching onr own ships on the high seas. Ata mo- 
ment England coa'd pounce on Cuba aud annoy the 
whole Southern coast, or a fleet of her St¢amships 
mightanchorin me haber of New York, before 
the biow was even suspecied. Ars we prepared to 
repel aggression? Hlave we availed ourselves of 
tbe great improvements in naval scienc:? No, sir, 
Amer.can sfatesmen are lop busy with tte petty 
schemes of peiscnal agerandisement—they hunt at 
ter popularity as if it were ihe philosopher's stone 
~~end they are now Striving to bribe. the coun'ry 
with that money, which should be devoted to its 
protection. Shame, shatie cn sach agrarian pro- 
jects! 

The annual income from the public lands may 
be $3 000,000, and if it be given to the Legisla- 
tures, the whole result ix, that one agent is ex- 
changed for another, and the people themselves do 
not receive. the benefit. Pennsylvania misht get 
$309,000, and some would exil ihis a 
which honor and glory sioa'd be awarded to the 
man, who has discovered a new process of acquir- 
ing money. Batil this’ fand be taken frora the 
Treasury, its place must be ruppiied by new taxes, 
or old burdens will remain, from which the country 
ough! to be relieved. Pennsylvania will pay back 


In’ 


gratuity, for | 


} to the United States as much as she receives; her 
“ people will be taxed to return money which we 


gave to the Legislaturzs, and no one but a dema- 
gogue can see the wisdom- of this operation. ‘The 
share of North Carolina might be $100,000, and 
the honest prople of that ancient Commonwealth 
are made to believe, that this comes from the abun- 
dant generosity of somebody unukeown; whi's!, ia 
reality, their salt, iron, sugar, molasses, cloth, &c. 
are highly taxed at the custom-house, to. enable 
this Government to transfer a portion of its reve- 
nue to the rulers of the States. Tae deception thus 
practised is a great objection to this scheme: if the 
tax payers, knew whence the moncy was derived, 
or directly felt the hand that was remmaging their 
pockets, they would be more watebdful of the politi- 
clans who control the Jocal powers, and would 
hold them to the strietest accountability. But if 
Federal policy prevails, we shall behold a uni- 
versal scene of fraud and imposition; the facility 
of getting ihe people’s money, without being 
caught, will open the door to the wildest schemes 
of expenditure, and the poor creatures, who hang 
about the legislative hall, seeking pay for dirty ser- 
vices, will receive an ample share of the public 
property. “Why do we hear the groans that come 
up from every portion of the land, on account of 
debt? Credit has bren too easy, and the people, 
not feeling any immediate burden, did not perceive 
the weight that every day’s misecnduct was accu- 
mulating. Such will be the issue of any contri- 
vance to blind the country; the hozest, and manly 
way is fo tell the truth, and to scorn the political 
legerdemain which has become a favovite substitute 
for virtue and intelligence. 

Mr. Chairman, 1 did hope that this session would 
be devoted to business, For years, the bitter con- 
flict of party spirit has consumed the time of this 
House, and made us overlook the serious duiies of 
legislation. The country needs repose, aad if the 
promises of the late canvass. were remembered, 
there would be a union of spirit and feeling to pro- 
mote the weltare of the whele nation. Bat, sir, 
economy is never mentioned, extravagance has 
ceased to be frightful, reform is the subject of ridi- 
cule, and the majority of this House are taunted 
with parsimony, because we are sincerely anxious 
to curtail expenses, and avoid the necessity of new 
taxation, The member from Maine [Mr. Evans] 
boldly contends that the expenditure has not been 
too large; the gentleman from New York sksiches 
a magnificent picture of improvements to be made; 
whilst their friend from Tennessee [Mr. Bet] 
gently chides them for being so open-mouthed, but 
does not commit hiwself in favor of economy, and 
complains of all things which his opponents are 
endeavoring to do. ‘hese are ominous signs— 
they exhibit a sordid hankering after patronags, 
and shadow forth the career which honorable gen- 
Uemen intend to pursue. The tumult of one elec- 
tion bas scareely subsidec, when preparations are 
maile fer another conflict of a yet moere vindictive 
character. ‘Tae coming Administration is consi- 
dered but the herald of one thai is mightier and 
prouder than his representative: its influence will 
be used, its offices will be distribaied, and its mea- 
sures will be directed to elevate the man, who 
brought it into existence, Sir, is tha country no~- 
thing. are the peojle nothing, that poliiicians have 
the audacity to make these selfish atrangemenis, 
without reference to the glory and well-being of the 


Republie? Such daring innovations and reckless | 


tampering with great interests, are worse than the 
mummsry, the imbecility, and pompous parade, 
that now disgrace the iland. Bat, if these fore- 
bodings prove unfounded, and the new Presi‘ent 
snall think and act for the whole nation, and not 
for a clique or a particular section, no member of 
this Bouse will give him a more cheerful supzort 
than myself. à ? 


SPEECH OF MR. BENTON, 
Or Miss uri. è “p 
-In Senare, Tuesday, January 2@ 184¥. 

The bill to establish a permanent \pr, pective 
pre-emption system, in favor.of settlers § the pab- 
lie lands, wio Shall inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log cabin thereon, was taken up, and 


having been read through, the question being on - 
thé motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN to recommit the 
bill, with instructions to report a bill for the distri- 
bution of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands among the States. ; 

Mr. MANGUM addressed the Senate at much 
length in opposition to the bill, and in favor of the 
recommitment. . 


Mr. BENTON rose in reply, not to the Senator 
who had just taken his’ seat, (Mr. Maneum,] but 
in reply to a Senator who had spoken on Saturday, 
(Mr. Weszster,] and who cn thatday had amended 
an argument in favor of the land distribution bill, 
which he had used on Thursday. On thatday he [Mr. 
W.] rested the whole argumentin favor of the consti- 
tutional pcwer of Congress to pass the bill, on the 
terms and condilions of the cession acts and deeds 
ftom the different States. He relied on nothing 
else. He (Mr. B.) had replied to him on the spot, 
showing the utier inadequacy of this argument— 
showing that it did not cover the bill, or hardly 
touch it—that the bill applied to all the lands of the 
United Siates—-those purchased from Spaia: and 
France, as well as tiose acquired from the States, 
The answer was conclusive; it was mathematical; 
it was the logic of the exact sciences; and every 
one saw its effect. It patan end to the debate; 
and, to all appearance, it had put an end to the 
question. ‘Thus the debate of Thursday termi- 
nated. 


On Saturday the Senator from Massachusetts re- 
newed the discussion, and amended his argument, 
He brought forward new matter, which had escaped 
his view on Thursday. Hy took a new position, 
establishing himself-on that clause in the Constitu- 
tion which authorizes Congress to dispose of the 
territory of the United States. Upon this clauze he 
took position, and deduced from it a new argument 
in favor of the distribution -bill, broad enough to 
cover all the lands, come from where they might, 
but not valid enough to stand examination. He 
deduced from it an unlimited authority in Congress 
to dispose not merely of the lands, but ef the land 
revenue ilself, according to its will and pieasure, 
without cicher guide or restraint from the Constitu- 
tion, Ele made Congress absolute over that branch 
of the revenue, discriminating it from cusiom-house 
and internal revenue, and making ita fund for the 
unlimited exercise of legislative discretion. The 
argument was a startling one, whoily foreign to 
the nature of cur powers, and vesting Congress 
with the same power over the whole property of 
the United Srates, which was claimed for the 
lands. This was immediately shown by the Sena- 
tor from Onio, [Mr. Aturs,] who pointed to the 
words of the Constitution, and showed that the 
word territory was coupted with that of other pro- 
perty, so that, if Congress had unlimited authority 
over the lands, it also had it over all the other pro- 
perty of the Union. This was a startling view of 
the new argument, both for the immensity of the 
properly it would cover—the whole, in fact, which 
the Goverpmcat owns, or may own—and the arbi- 
trary, despotic nature of the power which it claim- 
ed for Congress. I undertake to add nothing-to 
the view which that Senator presented in his‘lumis 
nous reply, but proceed to expose the fallacy of 
the new argument under a different aspect.” 

And, first, Mr. President, 1 wish to:remark upon 
the fallacy of the sense in Which a term, vital to 
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the argument, is constantly used here, and else- 
where, . It is the term cession, as applied to the 
‘aets‘and deeds by whieh Virginia, Georgia, and 
some other States, conveyed their rights in these 
lands to the General Government. ‘That term is 
constantly used in the sense of gift, gratuity, dona- 
tion; and that not in relation to jarisdiciion, or a 
right of purchase from the Indians, but in rela‘ion 
to the soil itself—in relation to the land itself 
which is supposed thus to have been gratuitously 
bestowed. This is a` mistake—an error—a fallacy 
man illusion, The ceding Siares ceded no land— 
gave no lond—conveyed no land, to the General 
Government. They ceded nothing but that which 
they had; and they had nothing in these lands but 
the right of purchasing them from the Indians, or 
the right of conquest in the event of hostilities. 
From the time of William Penn, thisis all that the 
grantees of the crown, the colonies, or the States, 
have. claimed in the Indian land covered by their 
grants or charters. Each for itself claimed the right 
of acquisition of that which was within its limits; and 
this right of acquisition is all that the ceding States 
could convey, or did convey, to the United States. 
They conveyed nothing but the right of purchase; 
and this has been the understanding of all the par- 
tles—the States, the Indians, and the Federal Go- 
vernmeat—from the first day of the cessions to the 
present hour. Never, in a single instance, has the 
Federal Government occupied one foot of this 
ground until after. it was purchased from the Indian 
tribe- which claimed it. Never has she sold an 
acre until she had first bought it of the Indians; and 
where they have refused to sell, she has refused to 
disturb their possession, and either waited their time, 
and their price, as in the case of the Cherokee 
lands in the Southern Sta‘es; or became their agent 
to sell the whole for their benefit, as in the case of 
the Chickasaw lands in the State of Mississippi. 
Tis is the exact state of all these cessions; so that 
it is indubitably true that, so far as land is con- 
cerned, and that is the only thing which the present 
question touches, the Uniied Sates is a purchaser 
from the Indians, and not a donce from the States. 
She holds under Indian treaties, and not ander 
State cessions. The same with the Florida and 
Louisiana acquisitions. We acquired from France 
and Spain precisely what we had acquired from 
the States—he same, and nething more nor less. 
We obtained jurisdiction over the ceded territory, 
and acquired the right of purchase from the Indians. 
We nave taken possession of no ground, not an 
acre, in Florida or Louisiana, until purchased from 
the Indians who claimed it. We have acted by 
the lands ecde] by France and. Spain precisely as 
we have acied by those ceded by the Siates. We 
have bought them from their Indian owners, or 
claiman's, before we touched them. They ail come 
to us, so far as we have acquired them, in the same 
manner—by Indian treaties, and not by foreign 
treaties—by purchases from the Indiane, and not 
by cessions from the crowns of France and Spain. 
Thos, sir, all the lands of the United Sates are 
held by the same tenure, and acquired in the same 
mode. All our proprietary rights are the same} 
they are all held by purchase, and all paid for by 
money taken out of the treasury of the Union. 
All our acquisitions are purchases, and. large is 
the amount which has been paid ‘for them: to 
France, fifieen millions of dollars; to Spain, five 
millions; to the Indians, eighty-five millions; to 


| 


some of the States large sums, as to Georgia, to 
which State the Federal Government paid a great 
sum, besides. extinguishing, for her. benefit, at a 
great cost, the Cherokee title within ber limits. 
Eighty-five millions is the purchase money paid to 
the Indians alone, besides annuities yet to run, and 
olher indemnities, zxmounting now to about 
4775,000 per annum. Four hundred and forty- 
two millions of acres is the quantity thus purchased 
from the Indians; eighty-five millions the amount 
paid to them, besides the running annuities; twen- 
ty millions paid to France and Spain, and several 
millions to Georgia for the rigat of purchase: in 


all, above one hundred and ten millions paid for : 


these lands. Now, where did all this money come 
from? Sir, it came from the Treasury of the 
United States, and has not yet been reimbursed to 
it; for the sa’es of the lands have not been egnal to 
he cost of their acquisition and management. 

Can we distribute custom-house or direct tax 
revenue? It is admitted that we cannot. The 
whoie argument that we hear, and the bill in ques- 
tion, all admit it. All agree that we cannot. 
But, behold the wonders of the juegling art! We 
cannot take the money out of the Treasury asd di- 
vid sit, but we may take the money out of that 
sane Treasury and convert it into land, and then 
reconvert the land into money, and then make the 
division! This is what the new argument of the 
Senator from Massachusetts amounts to! It is a 
mere circumvention of the Constitution. It makes 
mockery and derision of that instrument. It is a 


esson in’ legislative alchymy, by which, not base 
metals are transmuted into gold, but unconstitu- 
tional acts are metamorphosed into constitutional 
ones, 

‘This is the character and effect of the new ar- 
gument, and where is the limit to its applica- 
ton—where the hmit to the division of money 
which Congress may make under it? Our public 
lands are already estimated by the disiribution par- 
ty atone billion two hundred millions of dollas. All 
tnat may be sold and divided out. We kave, besides, 
some hunéred miliions of other property—tferts— 


ships—foundries—arsenals — navy yatis—public | 


buildings of all kinds—this Capitol: all the:e may 
be divided out; for they are other property; and all 
the other property of the United States is subject 
to the same power of disposition which appties to 
the territory. In addition to this we may go on to 
convert and reconvert, to the end of the chapter. 
We may buy, and seli, and divide, as long as mo- 
ney, or land, or property of any kindcan be found. 
Such is tke end of the Senator’s new and amended 
argument. 

We have heard of Jatitudinavians ia religion and 


in politics. We have heard of dexterous constrac- | 


tionists, who could construe themselves out of any 
creed, or any fundamental las. We have seen 
some wide constructions put upon our own Consti- 
tution. Bat who ever heard of the like of this be- 
fore? Whoever heard before that the Congress of 
the United States was without a limit, without a 
restriction, without a gnide, upon the exercise of 
its money powers? that it may, by a juggling trick 
of is own contrivance, throw off every coastiiu- 
tional rectraint upon the power to raise, or fo use 
mouey—take i's own will for its sole guide, and go 
on to dispose of hundreds of miiliens, or thousands 
of millions of dollars, according to its own will and 
pleasure. Certainly, of all latitudinarian con- 
straciions of the Constitution, this is the widest and 
most dangerous. It is also one of the most fia- 
grantly unfounded and indefensibie; so that the 
Senator from Massachusetts, uaforturate as he 
was in hig scant aud stinted constitutional argu- 
ment of Thursday, was still more so in the new 
and amended and boundless one of Saturday. 

I now come, said Mr. B. to a subject which has 
became connected with this debate, and which has 
agsamed a form to require a most Celiberate const 


deration. I allude to the question of: a foreign ine! 
terference in our late Presidential. election: © 4. 


-.chanced'to refer to this interference in a late speech;: 


the Senator from Kentucky [Mr.Carrrgwpen] dev 
nied it, and the Senator from _Massachtisstis: { Mr. 
Wenster] has reiterated the denial. « Under these 
circumstances it becomes my duty to advance, or 
toreeede—to susiain my assertion, or to ‘retract ‘ily: 
and, às truth and justice will not permit me to do: 
the latter, nothing remains butto go on with ihe 
accusation and bring forward the proofs... ‘This E: 
mean to do, aad with the gravity and moderation 
which is diie to the occasion. It is notan occasion 
for invective, for denunciation, for assertion withe 
out evidence; it isnot an occasion for passion or 
personality. Itis an cccasicn which requires calm- 
ness, fairness, consideration, and precision. : It is 
a case which requires the proof to follow. the 
charge, and the whole to be conducted with the 
gravity and equity of a judicial investigation. It 
concerns foreigners, who are not here to speak for 
themselves; it concerns thesafety and independence 
of our form of government, which should. not be 
lightly subjected to suspicions. which weaken its 
strength. 1 know the responsibility of my posi- 
lion. I feel myself to be responsible for what'l 
say—responsible to my own conscience, and. to the 
greatest power of the age—the moral sense. of alt 
good men. Under this sense ef ‘responsibilty T 
proceed to the-discharge of my duty, and: will first: 
statethe question over again, that Senators may: be 
corrected of errors into which* they have fallen, 
and my own design be made more c-ear and-mani- 
fest. I have nothing to do with the loss or gain of 
the late election, Ido not pretend to account here 
for its result. I do not think the inquiry a fit topic 
to be introduced inio thischamber. Kt isoneof party, 
and belongs to the forum of the people, and not tothe 
bar of the Senate. I havea higher object in view 
—one which rises far above party contests— 
one which rises far above the question of party 
supremacy—-one which goes to the independence 
and the safety of our formof Government—whieh. 
concern: the feelings of every patriot, be his place 
what it may in party politics—and which. slaris 
the frightful question whether: this Republic, Jike 
atl free Governments, is to become the -prey and 
spoil of foreign interference, and foreign influence? 
This is the object in view, aod this the question 
which it raises; a question which hss nothing to do 
wiih the loss or gain of the election—which has 
nothing to do with our party contests-—which re- 
fers solely to foreigners, and to their conduct im our 
election—to their interference in our eleetion; and 
this without even suggesting the effcet of. that ine 
terference, and how far it might have influenced 
the result. I disclaim and repel all. this inquiry, 
and imit myself to the mere question of interfer. 
ence. . Have foreigners interfered in our election? 

‘hat is my question; and not have foreigners go- 


- verned theelection? The oflencs isin the interlerencs! 


The outrage to our form of Government—the insult 
to every American feeling-—the attack upon our in- 
dependence—is in the interference itseif! in the au- 
dacity and criminality of daring to interfere inour 
elxetion atall, and not in the contingent conse- 
quence of more or less effect from that interfence. 


This is my question: It is one. worthy to exeite my 


ingniries—worthy to engage the attention of the 
Senate—worthy to command the attention of all 
patriots, be their party polities waat they may; and 
io this question, stripped of all extraneous matter, 
I now proceed; and shal! commence at once with 
the introduction of proofs 

Behold this beok, said B, holding up 4 new and 
handsome cciavo volume. ft is fresh. from the 
London press, and speaks the sentiments of the 
English capitalists in relation to moneyed ques- 
tions, and political parties, im the United States, It 
is a work upon‘the financial position and credit of 
sach of our States as have contracied debts in Eu- 
rope; with a survey of their wealth and resources, 
their ability and disposition to pay their debts, and 
the dangers to be apprehended trom the growth and 
prevalence of Democratic principles in the Ueied 
States. li was published in London on the 26 
jay of December, 1839, being, by a curious coinci 
dence, the precise time at wbich the -anthassump 
tien resuluioas were  ubmitted in this chamber 
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The name of Alexander Trotter, esq. ‘is placed on 
thé title page, as the author of the, work; but it is 


more the work of a class than of an individual, and ` 
evidently.speaks the sentiments of the bankers and 


capitalists of London. It way. be quoted and con- 
sidered as.their work. - 


The author entitles this work according to his 


fancy; I give ita different name from that which 
he-hasinscribed upon if; and draw my appellation 
from a’similar préduction in English history, and 
whch must have suggested the idea of the planand 
‘design ofthis work: Ñ allude to the Dooms Day 
Book of Wiliam the Conqueror, commonly called 
William, Duke of Normandy. Weall know that 
when this French Dake had conquered England, he 
caused a survey to be made of the property of 
the kingdom, the value of all estates to be 
ascertained, and the wh2le to be entered up in a 
book, to which was. given the impressive ttle of 
Dooms Day Book. It was a significant and appro- 
priate title; for ail the property regestered in it was 
considered as the spoil of conquesi—as being 
brought up to a sort of judgment day, and thence- 
forth doomed to taxation aud covfiseation. It was 
the judgment book of the conqueror against the 
people whom he had-subjugated. It gave him, ata 
view, the value of his conquest, and the means of 
making it availab'e fer the support of kis army and 
his throne. The volume which I hold in my hand is 
an imitation cf that work, with a change of 
names and localities. It is the Dooms Day Book, 
not of an Engtish King, but of English money 
dealers; not of Bnglish, but of American property. 
It contains. the register of the debts of our States 
held. in London, with a-view of the wealth and. re- 
sotirces of the States which owe them, with many 
reflections on the circumstances which may either 
endanger-or assure the ultimate payment of these 
debts. Among those circumstances which go to 
endanger this ultimate payment, the author relies 
upon one which surpasses and transcends all the 
rest. It. is. that of the growth and prevalence 
of -Democratic principles in America! Pemo- 
cracy, is the dread and terror of these capitalists 
who. hold the bonds of the States! | It is their dread 
and terror. Democracy--American Democracy— 
is their fear and hoiror. But I will not precipitate 
the narrative, nor jump to the conclusion. The 
right understanding of the main point which I mean 
to brieg out, requires the character of the whole 
wort to be exhibiie!, tbet its political application 
“to our affairs, may be seen by all, and its zuthori- 
tative: weight may be felt, Tais character is well 
made known in the headings to the. first chapter of 
the. work; and from these headings | will read a 
selection of items which will be sufficient for the 
purpose which I have in view, 
Mr. B. then read: 


High credit of the Federal Government. Credit of the 
States. not identical with this, Accunnlatou and distribution 
of the surplus revenue. Financial difficulties, and posipone- 
ment of the tranefer of the fourth iostalment. Kirst National 
Bank of the United States. Second Bank of the United States, 
Opposition. of the President (Jackson) to the renewal of the 
charter. His probable motives. Disastrous consequence of 
hid hostilily to thé Bank, Fleets of the Presidents interference 
with the banking in. Facilities afforded by the Bank of 
the United state rfered with by the withdrawal of the pub- 
lic deposites. Distribntion of the surplus revenue injadicionsly 
effected. Speciecireniar, Bifeets of the two combined. Men. 
sures of the President io procure gold. Disastrous 
Failures in New Orleans and New Yor! 
banks of specie payments. “Impolicy 
influence of slavery. Fundy for. works of internal improve- 
ment, aml for the establishment of banks, chiefly obtained from: 
loans. Security of the public creditor devived trom the applica- 
thon of the funds, Advan of auxiliary funds. Second sus- 
pension of specie payin y the banks. . Apparent necessity 
for this course. Dangers to which banks are exposed in the 
Southern States.” 

From- these headings lo the matters contained 
in the first chapter, Mr. B. said the Senate evuld 
comprehend the characier of the work; that it was 
identical in political sentiment with the anti-Demo- 
cratic party m this country; following the lead of that 
party, and -berrowing ihe very top‘cs and language 
which dt used in our party warfare heie, It would 
seem tobe an American production, of the Fede- 
ral:school, : issued from a. partisan press of this 
country, instead of being, as it is, a high Tory pro- 
duction from the press of Loudon, and the pen of 
an Englishman. it. is needless to quote from the 
body of this chapter: to-show how.the subj-cts are 
treated which are named in the headings. That is 


“the sabject. 


sufficientls manifest from the mere statement of 
If read, they would be taken. for 
Federal speeches dehvered on ‘this floor. So exact- 
ly isthis the casé; that the mana argument of the 


“Senator from: Massachusetts [Mr. Western] on 


Saturday last, in.favor of auxitiary supplies from 
the Federal Government to the States, appeared to 
me to be borrowed from this American Doom: 
Day book ot the English capitalists, which I hold 
in my hand. The argument of the Senator was, 
that as. the States had surrendered to the Federal 
Government all the great sources of revenue in 
giving upto it the public lands and the custom- 
house duties, therefore, the. Federal Government 
was bound to lend a helping hand to ihe State. 
This was the substance of his argument. The 
same idea is found in this beok, published in Lon- 
don twelve months before the gentleman’s sperch 
was delivered bere, but. written in London during 
the year that the gentleman was in that city. The 
ideas of the speech andof th: book are identical; 
and I will read from the book, forthe benefit of 
the stenographers, who may not have completed 
their report, as. well as for the information of the 
Senate, what IE find to be written in it under the 
head of ausiliary funds needed by some of the 
States. Mr. B read: 


“fq the case of many States, auxiliary funds ave specially ap- 
Propriated co this purpose; in others, the security of the foans 
are based solely on the general creditof the State. The appro- 
priation of such funds is iu almost all cases desirable, as, how- 
ever great the resources of a State may be, its fiscal means are 
aften extremely limited. t bisarises, not only from the most pro- 
ductive sources or revenue, such as the proceeds of the gales of 
the pubtic lands, imposts on commerce, and the revenue of the 
post office having been surrendered to the General Government, 
and belonging exclusively to it, but also from the anxiety always 
shown by the people of the United States to control their rulers 
by making them dependent on there will for the supplies, which 
they at all times very sparingly allot to them. ‘this emocra- 
tic feeling is cariied so far, oven in the wealthiest States, that 
the treasuries are constantly exposed to become bare; and the 
accounts of almost all ave complicated by the borrowing and re- 
paying of temporary loans made by moneyed institutions of the 
State to provide for unexpected emergencies, or even for the òr- 
diary demands of the public administration.” 

Having thus shown the political character of the 
work, ils identity with Federalism, and its conse» 
quent conclosive authority with that party, Mr. B, 
proceeded to show the manner in which the author 
had executed his work in stating the debts, and 
showing the wealth and resources ot the indebted 
States. For this purpose, he had taken the States 
in detail, one by one, and had examined the condi- 
tion of each one under the same heads. Mr. B. 
would not follow the author over each State, bat 
would give an idea of the whole, by showing the 
method of beating one; and, for his exemplar, 
would take the Stats of Kentucky—a State on 
which the author seemed to have bestowed pecu- 
liar atten'ion. Mr. B. then read from the bok: 

“Kentucky.—Amuunt of debt and labuities. 
curity, when and where redvemable. Rates af interest, and 
when and where payable; Amount at present chargeable on 
the Treasury, Bank of Keatuck Northern Bank of Ken- 
tucky. Condition of the banks at different epochs. Nature of 
internal improvements. Condition of the ‘freasury. Com- 
merce of the State. Amount of taxable property.” 

These heads are filled up by details, said Mr. B. 
which it is not my designa to pursue. I only pro- 
pose to show the manner in which the affairs of the 
States are treated, for the purpose of arriving at 
results. The author of the work finds Kentucky 
to be a rich State, and rapidly increasing in wealth. 
Me is forcibly struck with this increase, and states 
it with clearness and precision, He says: 

“The increase in the general wealth of the Slate may De jud 
of by the progressive increase in the returas made to the nudi- 
tor of the tax: property in the State. This, which in 1830 
amounted to $103,543,605, by the last valuation amounted to 
$224,053,011. - 

This is the result of the survey of the debts, re- 
soures, and wealth cf Kentucky; and here the 
mindis naturally turned to make a remark, perti- 
nent to the occasion, and entitled to the careful re- 
membrance of every Democrat in America. Ik 
grows out of the last quoted paragraph of this 
London book—ths paragraph in which the writer 
shows the wealth of Kentucky to bave increased 
one handred and twenty-one millions of dollars in 
the. eight preceding years. This is an amazing 
Increase, more than doubling the value of ibe 
State, and naturally turns the inquiry to the pericd 
oi timeat whieh it tock plaee. That period was 
from 1831 to 1839; that is to say, it was during the 
Der ozratic administrations of General Jackson 
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-and Mr. Van Buren, covering a part but the whole - 


of neither. It was during these Administrations, 
and during a period of time when the panic and 
distress orators. were filling ihe land with cries and 
lamentations, and terrifying all imaginations with 
pictures of misery, poverty, and desolation, 
It was during the time that these orators . 
daily proclaimed the total ruin of the country, 
and daily. asserted there. could be no prosperity 
without a change of men. and measures—without 
the overthrow of the Democracy, and the re-esta- 
blishment of a National Bank. It was during the 
time when there was “no King in Israel” when 
the King Bank had expired under the veto, and the 
removal of the deposites; and when there was no 
“Regulator”? to take care of the property and poli- 
tics of the people. It was during the time of the 
gold bill, the specie circular, the war upon credit, 
the Maysville road veto, the pocketing of the land 
distribution bill, and so many other measures, 
each of which, according to the doleful lamenta- 
tions of the distress orators, was sufficient to ‘ruin 
and destroy the country. It was during this period 
of Demecratic misrule and misgovernment, and in 
the midst of this national destruction and misery, 
according to these orators, that the autentic valua» 
tions of the Kentueky property show the wealth 
of that State to have advanced from 103 to 124- 
000,000 of dollars! to have more than doubled! to 
have gone 21,000,000 further in these eight years, 
than in the whole previous half century of her'ex- 
istence, during twenty years cf which she ‘had a 
double pertion—two branches—Benjamin’sshare— 
of thatnational blessing, the Bank of the United 
States! Fhe authentic record of the tax list shows 
this result. The record shows it; and in showing ` 
it, whata monument of honor and glory is raised 
to Jackson and Democracy! What a lesson of 
chastisement and rebuke is read to their assailants ! 
Mr. B. said it had been vauntingly declared on 
on this floor, during the extra session of 1837, by a 
Senator from South Carolina, who sits over the 
way (Mr. PaxsTon.] that the appointment of Mr. 
Biddle to be Secretary of the Treasury, would add 
one hundred millions of dollars to the value of the 
property of the people of the United States. This 
was said in reproach of theruinous measures,as they 
were called, of-Jackson and Van Buren, and to 
show the necessity of changing men and measures. 
It was spoken, as the event proves, without a re- 
ference to the valuation tables of taxable property, 
and has not been repeated since. It would doubt- 
less not be said now. It was considered a hyper- 
bolical compliment to Mr. Biddle at the time, and 
a couple of short years years proved it to be so. It 
has been scen to have bren a most unmerited com- 
p'iment to him; it has turned into little less than 
a sarcasm upon him. But, while shooting so far 
beyond the cevert of him it was intended to 
honor, how infinitely it falls short of the merit 
of him it was intended to reproach! General 
Jackson’s administration bas actually increased 
the valne of the property of the people—not one 
hundred—bu! more than a thousand millions of 
doilars. In Kentucky alone it was one hundred 
and twenty-one millions; in Massachusetts it was 
ninety-nine millions. Here are two hundred and 
twenty millions of increase in two States alone, 
aad of tte middie class—S'atfes which, in wealth 
and popalation, rank far below several others. 
Pursue the inquiry-—apply it to the whole Union- 
extend it oversthe twelve years of Democratie 
sway—over the whole period of General Jackson’s 
and Mr. Van Buren’s administrations—and then 
see the result. Far above one thousand millions 
of dollars—-much nearer to two thousand, than one 


_thousand millions--will be the grand aggregate of 


the united increases, Instead of one hundred mil- 
lions for a total increase, near one hundred and 
fifty miltions of annual increase, for twelve. suc- 
cessive years, will turn out to be the historical re- 
cord of the case. Such is the answer which au- 
thentie history is giving to Federal lamentations 
over ruin and misrule. Such is the gorgeous pic- 
ture of national prosperity which’ crowns’ and 
adorns the Democratie Administrations. Let the 
friends of Democracy every where verify and come 
plete it. Let them apply to the fiscal tecord of 
every State and Tertitory—take’ the comparative 


Jan. 1841. 


26TH Cone....2np SESS. 


| APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Pre-emption Law—Myr. Benton. 
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valuations of property ia all times and under all 
adminis'rations—asceriain the comparative re- 
sults—and thus arm themselves with. a document 


which will place the administrations. of Jackson 


. amount of these debts on this floor. 
. afraid the British would find it out from our de- 


. gentlemen. 
we told how much they were in debt. 


and Van Buren far above any others—even the 

most prosperous—which our country has ever 

seen. : : = Ly 
We come now to the last, and most important, 


` ghapter of this work, the contents of which are in- 
» dicated by these heads: : 


; “Aggregate of State debts.—Probable necessity oftaxation to 
pay the interest.—Probable conduct of the States under these 
circumstances.—Influence of Democratic principles—Du- 
rability of the Union.” 2 ae 
These headings to the matter contained in this 
final chapter, anncunce its important bearing, and 
its just claim upon the atiention. of the peuple of 
the United States. I pass over the whole, impor- 
tant as they are, for the purpose’ of getting at*the 
penultimate section of the chapter—the one that re- 


. lates to the influence on these debts of Democratic 


principles; and shall only make such statements in 
relation to the others as are necessary to the correct 
understanding of this, the most important of all. 


_ From it, I will read copious extracts; for itis of a 
nature to require to speak for itself. The extracts . 
; will be read as soon as I. make the preliminary re- 


marks which the context requires. 

`The writer first states the aggregate amount of 
the State debts; and here it is somewhat amusing to 
remember the alarm and terror which filled the 
breasts of Federal gentlemen on this floor, for fear 
of divulging the amount of these debts, when the 
non-assumption resolutions. were under debate 
twelve months ago. These gentlemen deemed it 
cruel and dangerous te, the States to name. the 
They. were 


þates, and that the credit of the States. would be 
ruined.’ It was to-no purpos2 that we insisted that 
the English knew more about these debts than we 


‘o did;and if. they did not, that there was no morality 


in our concealing them. Nothing that we could 
say could appease the fears of these most cautious 
The States were to be discredited, if 
This was 


their incessant objection. Finally, to quiet this 


: alarm, it was agreed tc drop from the report, which 
~ was made on the occasion, all that related to the 
amounts, aggregate or individual, of these State 


debts. The amounts were suppressed. While this 
scene was being enacted here, this Dooms Day book 
was'in-the course of publication in London, and was 


. very gravely devoting one chapter to the amount 


of these debts. individually, and another to their 
aggregate amount; and stating the: results in good 
arabic figures. . It was.casting them up, and adding 
‘them together, with all the care-of solving a ques- 


¿tion of personal interest in the exact sciences, and ' 


it arrived at a result sequal to any which bad been 
‘attained on this side of the Atlantic. It made 
these debts (inclusive of poor unfortunate Florida) 
amount to one hundred and eighty-three millions 
of dollars. This was the aggregate; and the first 
inquiry which presented itself to the mind of the 
writer was the question of ability in the States to 


: pay in? This was the first question, and this being 


‘letter: gave no. satisfaction. 


- determined in the aflirmative, the nex! inquiry was, 


could they be compelled 'o pay? Here the writer 
identifies himself ‘with the capitalists of London by 


. quoting, and giving in extenso, the letter of the ho- 
-norable Danign Wenster to 
-Tings, in the autumn of 1839, in answer to 


the Jlfessrs.. Ba- 


their inquiry upon this same point. Tee let- 
ter was. very. satisfactory. on the poiat of 
the capacity of the States to contract debts, 
but very ‘unsatisfactory on the delicate point of 
compelling them to pay. On this vital point, the 
It seemed to refer the 
payment entirely to the voluntary will of the States. 
In this opinion, the author of the book concurs; 
and, thereupon, enters upon the consideration of 
the great and vital question of the wil/ingness of 
the indebted States to make this payment. This 
question he examines with all the consideration of 
the party most deeply- interested. He examines it 
under many aspecis, and by all the:tests which can. 
effect the solution of a problem on, which depended 


the. payment of the large annual ‘interest, and the 


ultimate restoration of the great capital itself... He 


examines it analytically and philosopbically—posi- 


tively and comparatively—by single States—by ` 
classes of States—by clusters of States—and by 


States united, or disupited. He compares the slave 
and the anti-slave States together, and decides 
which will be most apt to pay. The same 
with the religious or irreligious States—with 
the old and the. new ones—the Atlantic and 
the Western. Hecompares all these together; and 
still comes to the same question: which will be 
most willing topay? Heeven examines this tender 
question under the aspect of a dissolution of the 
Union; and considers how far that catastrophe 
m ght endanger the payment of these debts, princi- 
yal and interest. Under these various aspects he 
cxamines this question; and comes to conclusions 
ore or less favorable to the creditors, and more or 
less honorable to different States, and classes of 
States, in each branch of the inquiry. But all 
these preliminary and subaltern inquirjes, are 
finally absorbed and lost sight of in ont grand, 
general, and overruling view which he takes of the 
whole question; and that is the political view of it. 
He examines it politically under the aspect of si- 
premacy, or predominance, of each of the two poli- 
cal parties in the United States; and inquires from 
which of them the English ercditors have most to 
hope, or to fear? This inquiry, as may have been an- 
ticipated from the whole character of the work, he 
solves to the prejudice of Democracy. He sees in 
the “rapid strides which Democratic principles are 
making in the United States”—‘‘in the prevalence 
of Democracy”——‘tin the dangerous tendency of 
Democratic principles”-—‘‘in the growth of popu- 
lar opinion in the worst sense of the word’)—“in 


the dangerous right of universal suffrage’—‘“the | 


subjugation of the better clases, possessed of 
wealth, talent, and station, to the numerical force 
of the majority”—"the litle power of the Execu- 
tive to resist popular clamor”—the influence of 
the Democracy in- overruling the wiser and better 
principles advocated by the more enlightened por- 
tion of the citizens, and in conferring power on 
those who are little fit to judge of the interests of 
the State’—‘“‘the elections of 1834, after the remo- 
val of the deposites, when the people sustained 
President Jackson”—'‘the want of a property quali- 
fication admitting into the legislative bodies of 
classes not directly interested in maintaining the 
financial integrity of the State’—“the indisposition 
of the Democracy to submit to taxation”—“their 
indifference to religious principles”—‘‘their want of 
far sighted views and principles of national honor:” 
he sees in ali these circumstances and considera- 
tions, and others which he mentions, danger to 
British interests; and brings himself to the conclu- 
sion, and with himself the whole body of the Eng- 


-Esh capitalists, that the prevalence of Democracy 


in the United States is incompatible with the safety 
of the State debts held by the English, This is the 
conclusion arrived at. But this is a point on which 
it is right that the book should speak for itself; and 
at this point it is that I have intended to make it 
speak. Lis’en, then, to what it save: 

“Where suffivient data have been obtained, an attempt has 
been made in the last chapter to show the ability of the several 
States to meet the demands that may possibly be made upon them; 
and in some cases that point has been satisfactorily established, 
Butas the ultimate security of even, the greater part of the 
loans have finally to rest ona system of taxation, not only the 
means but the prabable disposition of the inhabitants to submit 
to taxation, oughtto be taken into consideration in an attempt to 
exhibit the degree of credit which should attach to these en- 
gagements.”’ , 

#4 # # 2 * * 

‘The effect of this prevalence of Democratic principles may 
have in the case be‘ore us, is very evident; for, shouid the 
States hereafter be obliged to have recourse to taxation to de- 
fray the interest on their loans, it will not, probably, be till the 
diferent undertakings for which the loans were raised will 
have been rendered unpopular by want of success; and though 
it does not follow that the people, under these circumstances. will 
refuse to make the necessary eacrifice,their adhering to their en- 
gagements cannot be so confidently depended upon as it might 
be if the legislative bodies were returned by classes more di- 
rectly interested in the maintenance of the financial integrity of 
the States.” 

# * * 4 % * 

~ “Though in estimating the future by the past, there is great 
reason, therefore, to believe that a determination to adhere stricte 
ly to their engagements is still likely to characterize the people 
of the several States, yet the effect of the continued and rapid 
strides which Democratic principles are makicg in the Unlted 
States may have too important consequences to be altogether 
overlooked in the present inquiry.” : 

“at * x # a #4 


-things is revived, and 


. “The growth of popular opinion, in the worst sense of the 
word, in the United States, and the influence it has.had in over- 
ruling the wiser and verter principles advocated by the more en- 
lightened-porticn of the citizens, have béen‘lamentably shown 
in the litle power which the Executive has been. proved to pos- 
sess atall points where it has heen opposed by popular clamor, 
which, whether expressed thranghout the Union generally, or in 
a detached portion of it, has, in the. end, always proved vic- 
torious,’”* ng henge 

¥ * * * * a 


“Possessed of wealth, of talent, and of station, they (the bet- 
ter classes) were able(o exert the influence which these ‘ought 
ever to command in the selection of their represeniatives‘in the 
national. councils; but. the subjugation of this important; and 
respectable class to the numerical force of the majority, in the 
wealthiest States in the Union at the périod of the elections in 
1834, evinces the power which the dangerous right of universal: 
suffrage. is.calculated to confer oa those who are litte fit to 
judge of the true interests of the State, and most open to the 
Influence of uncontrolled feclings.”’ oe 
as * # * * * 


“Iq deprecating, however; the dangerous tendency of Demo- 
cratic principles, it must be borne in mind thatthe direction of 
the bias which this power will give to the course of events will 
depend on the character of the people who exercise ‘it; and as, 
in thesupposed instance, the question is a simple one, ofswhe- 
ther the States will act honestly or fraudulently, much will de- 
pend on the prevalence of religious principles amongthem; for 
no views of expediency, however far-sighted, or even princi- 
ples of national honor, can, under the supposed circumstances, 
be relied on.” 

* x * * + # 


Mr. B. after reading these extracts, resumed his 
remarks, and went on ‘to say, that ke had quoted 
enough to show the feelings of Eng'ish capitalists 
with respect to the American Democracy—enough 
to show that their feelings were now.. what: they 
were fifty years ago, and for the same cause. The 
British debts, due before the Revolution from Ame- 
rican citizens to British merchants, and afterwards 
provided for in Jay’s treaty, was then the great 
cause of English antipathy to American Demoera- 
cy. These English then, as now, took it into their 
heads to believe that the American Demceracy was 
a rabble; without morals, religion, property, honor, 
intelligence, or public or private faith; that they 
could not be relied on to pay the debts; and, there- 
fore, they were against them, At the same time, 
they tock into their heads that there was another 
party in the United States who were the reverse of 
all this—a party which was composed of the better 
classes—and on which they could rely for payment; 
and upon the success and elevation of this. party, 
they immediately placed their hopes. This was the 
reasoning of. British capitalists with . respect to 
American debtors forty and. fifty years ago; and, 
correspondent to this reasoning, was their action. 
They interfered in our elections. They took the 
field in favor of the Federal'sts, and against the 
Democracy. They operated by the means known 
to the money power—by applications of money to 
active agents—by disturbing the business, and 
misleading the mind of the public. Prominent in- 
dividuals were gained over-by largesses; the public 
was coerced, or misled—coerced by operating on the 
markets, or misled by daily publications from 
presses in British pay. What aged citizen is there 
who does not recollect these scenes—the scenes. of 
foreign interference from 1799 to 1800? What 
young man is there who has pot read of them? 
Who has not heard of the Porcupine Gazette, and 
itsassistant laborers?—the first Bank of the United 
States, andits affiliated instituions?—the British 
merchants, and their emissaries?—ali—all—openly 
engaged in our elections, and rivalling the Fee 
deralists in their abuse and hatred of De." 
mocracy. Who is thir: that has not heard of 
the younger Piws declaration in Parliament, 
that Cebbett, then the champion of England 
and the foe of Democracy, deserved a statue of 
gold for his writings in America? Who 1s there 
that does not know from recollection, or by reads 
ing, or by traditions, all these things? | If there: is 
any ene, let him look to the history of the times- 
to the history of the elections of. 1786 and 1800-— 
and be will learn things which it. ecncerns him to 
know. Now, in our own day, and at the end of 
near half a century, We find things reverted !o 
their ancient position—debis again dee to the Brie 
tish-—debts, the payment ef which depends on po- 
litieal as well as individual action—which will re- 
quire legislation and taxation as well as individual 
faith-and exertion. A treaty was necessary then; 
laws-are necessary now; and thus the. old state, of 
with. it, all its accessories 


and consequences. This book. is proof, of 
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the - fact; but it is not all. the proof. Tt goes 
far enough; bst there is more to come. It is 


a witeess of the highest authority in this case, issu<. 


“Ing from the borom of the English capitalists; and 
speaking their every wish and feeling. Itis the 
authentic exposition of their sentiments. It shows 
them to be the enemies of Democracy—the friends 
of Federalism—uneasy about their debts—anxions 

“to.secure them—and looking to the Federalists fer 
payment. It shows that the fate of the debts is be- 


lievéd to be invoived in the issve of our party con- 


tests, and that all is lost if the Democracy is victo- 
tious. All this the book shows, and that the de- 
struction of the American Democracy is the fixed 
ead and aim of thé British capitalists. Delenda 
est Carthago—let Carthage be destroyed—was never 
more distinctly pronounced by the elder Cato, at 
the conclusion of his every speech, than the de- 
struction of American Democracy is denounced in 
he concluding chapter of this book. 

Mr. BENTON said that he had now preduced 

one division of the testimony which went to esta- 
blish foreign interference in our elections, and 
would proceed to another. He would show to the 
Senate the letiers of an eminent London banker, 
and a director of the Bank of England, which went 
fall, and without cireumlocution, to the point. He 
alluded to the Jeiters of Frederick Huth and Co. 
“to the president of the Bank of Missouri, in the 
months of June and September last. ‘The house 
of Huth and Co. had been made the agent of the 
Bank of Missouri in selling a few bonds which the 
Sate was improvident enough to issue; the sales 
were not made; and these leiers were to explain 
the reason of this failure. The first letter bore date 
the 3d of June, and contained this sentence: 


*Tho attention of onr capitalists and others engaged in Ame- 
rican atiirsis now turned lo your internal polities, and W the 
spospects for your next Presidential election helt out by the 
Naat accounts should he realized, this circumstanes will conri- 
bute more than any o'her to romtore general confidence.” 


This, said Mr. B. is a very pregnant sentence, 
and every word of it is significant of an important 
result. The attention of British capitalists is turn- 

“ed to the politics, and the internal politics, of the 
United States, This is the declaration, and what 
curious mater it presents for our consideration. 
Capitalists, not politicians, are now occupied with 
our affairs. It was deemed bad enough—the 
framers of our Constitution thought it bad enough 
omfor foreign Governments to interfere in our in- 
ternal affair-; and therefore made provision against 
such interference. They did not think of guarding 
against foreign capitalists; yet this is the quarter 
from which the interference now comes, Degrad- 
ing and dangerous as would be the in'erference of 
a foreign Government in our affairs, far more co 
is that cf foreign money dealers. The purse is a 
more potent enemy than the sword; and the bisto- 
ry of all'free Governments shows that a foreign 
moneyed interference is more dangerous than the 
invasivn of an army. 

The first division of this sentence shows that our 
internal polities are the subject of this inter:e~ 
rence; the second division of it shows what part 
of our intemal affairs are intended; and that this 
is no less than our Presidential election! It is 
equally explicit as to the side of that election which 
has ther good withes. If itturns outas they were 
led to expect, and we all know what that expec:a- 
tion was; if it turned out that General Harcison 
should be elected, then an important consequence 
Was to ensure—a great result was to foliow—no 
Jess than the general restoration of confidence! He 
does not say confidence in what, nor why the sad- 
den resurrection of that feeling was to take place; 
nor was it necessary for him to do so.” Dooms 
Day book had told that secret: it had explained that 
mystery. Democracy could not be relied upon to 
provide for the payment of State debts: Federa- 
Jism could: and hence the consequence attached by 
British creditors to General Harrison’s elecuon, It 
shows where their eyes are turned—that they are 
turned to the Federal Government—to the Presi- 
dent and to Congrees—for the support and mainte- 
nance of State “credit—for the payment of Sate 
debts, principal and interest“ This is what it shows; 
whether iroly or not, ime and events will soon un- 
fold: and thus it was net necessary, for Mr. Hath 


; 3 ; 4 w 
| to explain the manner in which the election of 


General Harrison was to operate a resurrection of 
the corpse of defunct confidence. Dooms Day 
book had done‘it; and to that we ean refer for all 
the explanations which are wanting. 

Mr. B. here remarked upon the word confidence. 
He said it was used more frequently during our late 
Presidential canvass than any other word in the 
English language, one only excepted, which he 
would name hereafter. It was used in Congress 
and out of Congress, in writing and in speaking, 
and by all ordersof writers and speakers. It was 
used not only incessan'ly, but mysteriously. It 
was a cabalistic phrase. It stood fora whole ar- 
gument within itself; was always ready when no- 
thing else could be thought of; and was deemed 
the more potent because it was incomprehensible. 
Thus it was used during our canvass, playing a 
great part in the contest, and no one being able to 
tell the reason why. Now the secret is out. The 
origin and the import of the phrase is known: it is 


of British origin, and sinister import. It comes . 


from London, and imports that the Federal party 
is to provide for the payment of State debts ia Ru- 
rope. Therefore, confidence is to be revived in 
State credit; the capitalists are to untie their purse 
strings; and bonds can be sold as fast as lamp black, 
and rags can be converted into State obligations. 

Mr. B proceeded to the letter of September, and 
read this extract: 

EU however, your elections for the Presidentship should 
have the result now anticipated, it is very probable that an im- 
pulse will be given to all State stacks, and the moment may 
thenarrive when your bonds can be introduced under favorable 
auspices.’? 

This paragraph (Mr. B. said) was a complete 
reiteration of the sentiments of the Jane letter, with 
an enlargement of the supprsed consequential 
effects of the election of the Federal candidate. 
The Jure leuter looked to the beneficial effect of the 
election on raising the value of State bonds; this 
letter looks to. an increased value tobe imparted 
to all State stocks; all to receive an impulse. This 
comprehensive phrase includes every variety of 
stocks created by State legislation. It includes 
banking, canal, railroad, fancy, territorial, city and 
all, It includes such establishments as the Bank 
of the United States, two-thirds of which is owned 
in England, and its stock now at 50 cents in the 
dollar, which is 45 cents more than it will yield 
when wound up; it includes such as the Morris 
Canal Bank stock, covered two or three d'ep with 
liens in Europe, and worth not a straw. It includes 
such articles as the Florida bonds, and the Pensa- 
cola Bank and raiiroad; it includes city stocks— 
cities which are only lithographed, as well as those 
which are incorporated. Tt includes all these, and 
myriads more, in addition to the State honds—to 
amounts not known, aud atevery degree of de- 
preciati-n, from the cool latitude of 50 cents in the 
dollar, down to the frezing point at zero. All 
these are to receive an imiise—to “take a start in 
ihe market—to give per cen'tums to the holders— 
in the event of General Hairrison’s election.to the 
American Presidency. Add all these amounts to 
the State debts proper, and immense wili be the 
agaregate, and’almost incredible the interest wich, 
according to their own calculations, these capi- 
talists have dependant upon the issue of our Presi- 
dential election. 

Mr. B. proceeded to another paragraph of the 
September etier. It was in these words: 

“Afier you have waited so long, we think it would hea pity 
to recall the bonds without seeing what effect a change in your 


Executive will produce, in which point we may expect to form 
a fair judgment about the beginning ofnext year.” 


This, said Mr B-isa most pointed paragraph. 
The London agent dissuades the Missouri Bank 
President from recalling the bonds. It would be a 
rity, he. said, to recall them before the Presi- 
dential election—before secing what would be 
the effect of a change in the American Executive. 
This change was to have a good effect upen the 
stock market, and that the result would be known 
by the Ist of January. Here was a clear declara- 
tion that the sale of the bonds was dependent upon 
the issue of. the election, atid, consequently, that if 
the bank wished to sell its bonds, it must first elect 
Harrison. This was the plain import of the letter; 
and when we recollect that this was only a sample 
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of what was said to all—that all sellers of stocks of 
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Senate. 


every kind, to the amount of some hundreds of mile 
lions of stocks, and comprehending tens of thon- 
sands of persons, and whole Siates, corporations, 
and cities; that all these were tempted and excited 
as the Missouri Bank was, then we see the immen- 
sity of the influence which the London moneyed 
power was bringing to bear upon the election. No 
doubt thousands of similar letters were written to 
otber institations, and to other individuals; that they 
were sent into every part of the Union, and among 
all classes of debtors, individual, corporate, and 
States; and that all were made to believe that, on 
the result of the election, depended the fulness or 
the emptiness of their own purses. 

Mr. B. reminded the Senate that he had made 
an exception in fayor of another phrase, not then 
named, when he spoke of. the incontinent use’ of 
thé phrase, confidence, in our late Presidential can- 
vass: he made an exception in favorof another 
phrase when he spoke of the incessant use of that 
one, and promised to bring it to light in due time. 
That promise is now complied with. The ex- 
cepted phrase is brought to ight. It is found in 
the last quoted paragraph from the London letter, 
and in that part of it which looks to the change in 
the American Executive. This phrase, above all, 
others, even above thatof confidence, figured in our 
election, and resounded in the Federal harangues. 
It would be difficult to recollect a speech, to find 
an essay, or to remember a conversation in rela- 
tion to the election, in which this word change, 


; did not play its prominent and conspicious part. 


It, also, was cabalistic and talismanic. It stood 
for a whole argument in itself, and like the 
other, was the more potent because incompre- 
hensible. Change! change! was the Federal 
ery during the summer campaign, and high 
above all the others, was heard the voice of 
a gentleman who had visited England in the 
summer of 1839, and from whom the ery of change, 
change, change, was heard to resound from Boston 
to Richmond, and back again from Richmond to 
Boston. Had he been a starling, caged in Eng- 
land, and taught the daily lesson, he could not have 
repeated it with more incontinent assiduity. Now 
we all see where the phrase comes from; that itis 
of London origin, and comes from the bosom of 
the English capitalists, and from the mouth of a 
director of the Bankof England. Well, the change 
has come! The American Executive is changed, 
and with it many changes of place and office will 
take place. That may satisfy the summer patriots 
on this side of the Atlantic, but it will not satisfy 
the purse holders on the other side. They want the 
fruits of the change-—the per centums on rising 
siocks; and it will require some:hing more than an 
exit aud an entrance at the White House to satisfy 
them. They must have measures—legislative mea~ 
sure:—lawx—to answer their purpose. They must 
have State credit sustained; ana to this body they 
will look for all this substantial and profitable work. 
The hurrah of the election victory, a dance in log 
cabins, the charg~ of place and office, will not sa- 
tisfy them. The “stocks,” is the word! Make them 
rise, is the demand ! 

Mr. B. said he had expected to have presented 
the Hath letters to the Senate under a most impres- 
sive ferm—he had expected to have presented them 
under the authority, and in obedience to the instruc- 
tions of the General Assembly of Missouri. That 
body has taken cognizance of these letters, written 
to the president ot the Bank of the State. It had 
taken cognizance of them, and made them the 
subject of a seriés of resolntions, one of which re- 
quired them to be communicated to the delegation 
of the State in Congress. The resolutions had all 
pasved, as himself and colleague knew from letters, 
and from newspaper reports; they had passed long 
since, but had not been received by himself or any 
one of the delegation. That they were lost on the 
way, in one of the numerous mails which had been 


robbed this winter, was the probable conjecture; 


and having.a correct, but not an official copy of the 
resolutions, he (Mr. B.) would now present them as 
a part of his argument, and as an authentic com- 
mentary upon the character of the Huth letters.: 


Mr. B. then read : f 


“Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate cou- 
curring therein; oe 
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“Ist That the bonds of the State of Missouri in the hands of 
Frederick tinth and. Co. in London, be recalled, and taken out 
ofthe European market. 3 

“2d. That the two letters from Frederick Huth and Co. 
dated London, June 3d, and September 11th, 1840, disclose the 
evidence of a direct interference on the partof British capital- 
ists inthe internal politics uf the United States, and especially 
in the Presidential election of 1840, and in favor of changing 
the American Executive. A 

‘3d. That the said letters contain internal evidence of a be- 
lief in the minds of British capitalists that the value of Ameri- 
can bonds and stocks in theis hands wiil be increased by the 
election ofthe Federal candidate to the Presidentship in 1840. 

“4th, That thesaid letters contain internal evidence of a de- 
signon the part of British capitalists to bribe the American 
people with their own money, 

“Sth. ‘That any legislation on the part of Congress to increase 
the value of American bonds and stocks in the hands of Bri- 
tish capitalists, will be an alarming compliance with the be- 
lief and expectation of the said canitalisis, and will be a re- 
ward to them for their interference ia our election, and an 
encouragement to continue thcir interference in time to 
come, 

“6th. That any assumption or guarentee of said debts, or 
any provision for paying them, on the part of the General 
Government, or any attempt to appropriate the publi 
revenue to their payment, will be an invitation to Bri 
pitalists to interfere in our legislation, as well as in our elec- 
tions, and an inducement to them to use all the means known 
to the moneyed power to obtain the passage of laws favora- 
ble to their interest; and tending to enhance the value of the 
stocks and bonds held by them. 

“7th. That of all the modes of assuming, guarantying, or pro- 
viding forthe payment of the State debts in Europe, the most 
objectionable and injurious would be by appropriating the pub- 
lic land revenue to that object, asthereby, in addition to all the 
evils of an actual assumption. of said debts, the public lands 
would become virtually mortgaged to foreigners, who would 
immediately feel an interest.in the sale and disposition of said 
lands, adverse to the interest. of the people, and would use their 
influence in Congress to procure the same to be sold for the 
highest possible price, and to preventall equitable reductions of 
price, and also preventing all donations and pre-emptions to ac- 
tual settlers. N 

“Sth. That it is unconstitutional, degrading tothe character 
of the States, tending ta consolidation, and involving corrupt 
practices on the part of foreigners, for Congress to. engage in 
any schemes to sustain State credit in Europe. 

“Oth. That a copy of these res:.utious, and of the two letters 
to which they refer, be furnished to the Missouri delegation in 
Congress; and that the same be spread on the journals of this 
Rouse.” : ; , E 

Such, said Mr. B. is the commentary of the Ge- 
neral Assembly. of Missouri on these extraordinary 
letters, and in every word of which I concur. 
The General Assembly has properly resented the 
insult to the integrity of its bank by ordering the 
recall of its konds; and it has signally rebuked the 
insolence of a foreign interference in our affairs by 
a public denunciation of its atrocity. 

Mr. B. said the authentic testimonies which he 
had produced, and which established the great 
point of a foreign interference in our election, now 
gave him a right to introduce other evidence of a 
character not so high as the former, but perfectly 
admissible now that the main fact was established: 
he alluded to the newspaper press of Great Britain 
—the High Tory papers of that kingdom—which 
were much more direct and unreserved, more open 
and coarse in the expression of their sentiments 
than were the book and. letiers from which he had 
been quoting. These papers were as explicit as 
they were indecent in their denunciations of De- 
mocracy, in their praise of Federalism, in their 
wishes for the election of General Harrison, ia their 
assumed knowledge of his sentiments, and ia their 
directions and intimations to our Congress. From 
some of these he would read, and would show that 
the American nation was the subjec! of x degree of 
interference, and of insult, such as no other nation 
on the globe nuw received; and which would seem 
to say thatsome of these Editors had never yet 
heard of the American Revolution, and still consi- 
dered these S:ates as the dependent colonies of the 
: British empire. Take, for example, this para- 
graph from the London Morning Chronicle of Sep- 
tember last: 

“At present Great Britain exercises a powerful influence over 
the social, political, ang fiscal affairs of the United States. The 
dependence of the planters in the South, and the commercial 
men in the North, upon the British market, necessarily super- 
induces a. desire for peace on their part, while it gives this 
country a large amount of control over the public decisions of 
thosebodies. The ultra Republicans of the States do not relish 
this control. They see that it interposes a barrier against the 
working out of their Democratical princinles.” 
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Here is the direct and perempiory assertion of 
foreign infinence—of centro! over, public bodies— 
of apposition to Republicanism and Democracy. 
The assertion is too direct—the language too expli- 
cit—to require, or even to admit, of commen- 
tary. $ =. ; 

Take again this from the London Morning Post 
‘of June lasts 


“By tne election of General Harrison the Whig candidate, 
and the rejection of Mr. Van Buren. the’return of the Govern- 
ment to a sound and rational system of banking will follow as a 
matter of course; and possibly the United States Bank may 
once more find itself under the protection of a proper charter. 
The rejection of Mr. Van Buren will be decisive of the fate of 
the Sub-treasury scheme. ‘Fhat insane piece of legislation 
will be most assuredly knocked on the head, and we skall no 
longer hear ofthe pet banks, and the thousand other absurdities 
with which it is associated. 

“We rejoice in the downfall of the visionary undertakings of 


the radical spirits and political economical coxcombs, whether 


they be of the old world or the new, and may, accordingly, 
congratulate the Americans on the prospects they have of get- 
ting rid of such quacks as Van Buren, “Van” Jaekson, and Mr. 
Amos Kendall.” 


Here, said Mr. B. isa glimpse of some of the 
fruits which the English capitalists expect to gather 
from the change of the American Executive. They 
expect the Bank of the United States to be rechar- 
tered—they expec! the local banks w be freed from 
all restraint or subordination to jayw—they expect 
the balloon of paper credit to be again inflated — 
they expect the dead carcass of bank credit to be 
revived and reanimated—they exprct State credit 
to be sustnined—they expect paper dolla:s and shin 
plasters, post notes and broken bank notes, to con- 
stitute the currency of the United States, while our 
gold and silver goes to them: this is what they ex- 
pect; and as the preliminary measvre—as the first 
step towards all these English advantages, they ex- 
pect that insane piece of legislation, called the In- 
dependent Treasury, to be knocked on the head. 
Yes, sir, knocked on the head! That is the com- 
mand—the British order! Knock it on the head! 
Strike it on the forehead! Kill it, like a dog! Such 
is tne order to the American Congress, which comes 
from the High Tory press of Great’Britain ! 

Mr. President, continued Mr. B. yon may recol- 
lect the part which it fell upon me to sustain dur- 
ing the revolt of the Bank of the United States 
against the country—during the veto—the panic— 
and the expunging sessions—and how I was accus- 
tomed to answer upon the spot all the speakers of 
the Opposition, replying, not caly to their speeches 
genera!ly, but to their arguments ia detail. My 
friends were often surprised at the promptitude and 
fulness of these replies. They have often expressed 
astonishment at it; and now, sir, I can tell you 
how it happened. I always observed the 
instructions of the militia captain to bis be- 
ginners in the manual exercise: I kept my 
eye upon the ‘“fugleman/” I kept it upon the 
Bank press in Philadelphia. From that press I 
could always leam, before Congress met, what it 
was that Congres; would be required to do—not 
only the thing itself which was required—but the 
mode of doing it, and all the arguments for 
it. These, I clipped from the papers, and 
laid by for use; and when the session came on, and 
the measures were moved, and the speeches de- 
livere in favor of them, I was ready fer action: I 
was ready forthe reply. Thus E kept myself, sem- 
per paratus—always ready—during that long con- 
test with the British. power, impersonated in the 
miscalied. Bank of the United States. That institu- 
tion isas much British as ever, and more too. It 
is British ia foto nuw; but it has managed too bad- 
ly-—eunk too low—done too much damage to its 
owners abroad—-to be allowed any longer to take a 
lead in the Briush affairs in America; it is reduced 
to the condition of aa organ and an instrament of 
the real power in London. It has sent its old 
cashier there. The supreme direction of affairs 
is called home—cailed back to London; and now it 
is in London that I shall look for future inti- 
mations of what isrequired to be done here. The 
High Tory press in London is the index which I 
shall watch. [shall still keep my eye upon the 
fugle- man; but henceforth shall look fer him, not 
in Phitadelpbia, butin Leadon. ‘This is what I 
shall do, and itis what I have already done, and 
with good eff ct. Look to the article which I have 
just read. Compare it with the movements here, 
and the very language which is used here, and the 
temper and spirit which is shown here: compare 
a'l together, and see how precisely the London 
High Tory press is an index to. what we see and 
hear. It isan index, nat only to ihe measures 
which are proposed, and the arguments used in 
support ef them, but also to the spirit and jan- 
guage in which Democratic statesmen are men- 
tioned. Look to the contemptuous and ree 


-preachful epithets. lavished upon. the. heads of 
our party—~such radical eoxcémba “as Vah 
Buren, Van Jackson and’ Amos Kendali: they 
are the counterpart of wiat are used here.’ ‘T 
name them to show the identity of -spirit between 
High Toryism in England and Federalist in'Anica 
tica—to show the unrelenting  vengeange: Of ‘this 
spirit on both sides ot the ocean—and that, even in 
retirement, our leading men cannot escape thelr in- 
sults and persecution. General Jackson is pursued 
to his fireside in Tennessee; Mi. Kendall is pur- 
sued into his private and modest retreat:no peace for 
them any where: the London papers, and the 
American orators, all at work upon them at once. 

Mr. B. here. paid a deserved compliment to Mr. 
Kendall, and remarked, as a proof of his integrity 
in the high office which he had filled, that. all the 
great contractors were against hith—that ali, or 
nearly all, were reproaching aed. denouncirg him. 
This was homage to his integrity: it was applause 
upon his administration. Contractors want. bar- 
gains; great contractors want great bargains; they 
wanta coutract and a fortune together, and will 
praise any head of department who will gratify 
them in these wishes. ‘To grant them rich con- 
tracts is to command their applause: to prefer the 
public interest to theirs, is to incur their censure. .. 
This censure, followed by unparalleled persecution, 
Mr. Kendall has received; and this fact.is equiva- 
lent to the highest earthly proof in favorof his in- 
tegrity. If any thing was wanting to comple the 
evidence, this clause froma London high. Tory press 
supplies end furnishes it, 

Mr. B. resumed his. readings from London pa- 
pers, and read from the London Times of Septem- 
ber last, socn after the Maine e'ection: i 

“Among their distinguished leaders may be ranked Governor 
Fairfield of Maine, whose fanaticism was countenanced, if nov 
excited, by the President and his cabinet. But‘the sceptre has 
passed from Judah,’ aud one of the beneficial: results, it is 
hoped, will be a settlement of this vexed question. Hit cannot 
be arranged withoutan appeal to arms, (which no rational man 
wil believe,) the sooner this fact is known the better. General 
Harrison will come into power with te most pacific views, He 


willbe surrounded and sustained by men under the influence of 
similar sentiments.” f 


Mr. B. said this was a most pregnant paragraph, 
and went beyond any that had been qnoted. “It 
went into the field of foreign politics, and rejoiced 
that a Democratic candidate for Governor’ was 
defeated—that the sceptre had departed from the 
land of Judah. Besides this, it goes‘into the senti- 
ments of General Harrison—assumes to know his 
policy—his foreign policy—his policy in relation 
to Eagland—and deciares that to be pacific. Here, 
then, isan English High Tory editor assuming to 
know the sentiments of one of our candidates for 
the Presidency who would make no declaration of 
sentiments for the information of his ‘own 
feliow-eitizens. More than ‘this: he assumes. to 
know the Cabinet! to kaow the gentlemen who are 
to surround the General, and to sustain him! and 
that these gentlemen are under the influence of 
similar sentiments! that is to say, under the influ- 
ence of a pacific policy towards England! This is 
really curious, and leads the mina back upon past 
events, as well as conducts it forward upon coming 
ones. The sentiments of a Presidential candidate, 
unknown here, to be known in London; the new 
Cabinet to be known there, before the election was 
over here; and the sentiments of this Cabinet de- 
elared to be favorable to English interssts. These 
are esrious revelations, and throws the mind: back 
upon the voyage of a distinguished Federal gentile- 
man from this country to England ‘in 1€39—his 
renunciation there of his canvass for the Presiden- 
cy—his espousal of the cause of General Harrison 
—the immediate forthcoming of the whole British 
interest, political and pecuniary, in ‘favor of the 
General—and_ the-declarations from so many 
books, letters, and newspapers, that on his elec ion 
depended the pacific settlement of the boundary 
question, the payment of the State debts, and the 
rise in value of ali sorts of American stocks. The 
mind is ferced back upon these recollections; and, 
while cautious justice may withhold a judgment, 
keen-e:ed vigilance is required to be wide awake. 
The new Administration may be American, but thus 
far the signs are British. 

Mr. B. would close his reading from British pa- 
pers by giving a quotation from one since the eleg» 
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tion. It was from the London Morning Ghronicle, || Whence came alf the expansions and contractions, 


and contaised the British bill of indictment‘against 
Mr. Van Buren, and the congratulations of * ng- 
land upon the election of his competitor. Hear it: 


"The election of General. Harrison to the Presidency of the 
United States is an event deeply interesting to England. 


„ “Mr. Van Buren was the deadly enemy of Great Britain. ` 


He stimulated the various crusades against paper money. He 
headed the conspiracies that were formed for the purpose of de- 
frauding: English creditors out of the debts due to them by 
_ America. Tie was the abettor of treason in Canada, He 


prompted resistance to the just claims of England in reference 


tothe Northeastern boundary question. . 

"The sympathies of General Harrison point, we believe, ina 
direction the reverse of that to which the prejudicesof Mr. Van 
Buren ‘inclined. 


“The election of General Harrison is, in short, a result on 
which England may congratulate herself,” 


Mr. B. would make no comment on this para- 
graph; and he begged not to be misunderstood. He 
was dealing with foreigners, not with his own fel- 
jow-citizens; he was discussing the question of their 
interference in our election, and for that purpose 
‘quoting their acts and words, and showing their 
hopes and fears. This was good evidence against 
them; it was authoritative against them, but it was 
not authoritative against our own citizens. They 
have a right to be tried upon their own merits—by 
their own acts and words; and, so far as I am con- 
cerned, they shall be so judged, The President 
‘elect shall be tried by his acts—not past, but future 
~-his acts, from and afier the 4th day of March 
next. 1, for one, shall close my eyes upon all that 
friends or fees have said, and look to his acts; but 
the signs, it must be admitted, are any thing but 
auspicious, 


Mr. B, was done with his quotations—done, for 
the present, with his production of evidence to es- 
‘tablish a foreign interference in the late Presidential 
election, : There was another large and distinct 
` branch of the sams subject, to whieh he would 
make no allusion now, but which he might explore 
on some future occasion. A few remarks on an 
“incidental point, and be would conclude, It hax 
been supposed, said Mr. B. that in alleging a fo- 
: reign interference in our election, I was also alleg- 
ing an application of foreign money to the voters, 
and accounting for the loss of the clection by 
Supposing that all these voters had been bribed. 
No such thing was said or intended—no such thing 

. Was thought or insinuated. I spoke of the interfe- 
rence; and not of its effect—its degree—or even its 

: mode of operating. All this was opening a field 
which I did not choose to enter; butI am very ready 
>to say, that the application of money to the 
mass of the voters, is not the way that the foreign 
moneyed power operates; that when money is 
applied at all, itis not to the mass, but to leading 
men, and. confidential agents that it is delivered, 
: and. that in large sums. The mass are operated 
upon through the markets and the public intelii- 
gencers. Markets are reduced, times are made 
hard, the money market is tightened, the mass are 
distressed; and all these evils, they are taught to 
believe, flow from the mivgovernment and misrule 
of those in power. This is the way a foreign mo- 
neyed power interferes in the affairs of a free Siate; 
and, unhappily, our affairs, our trade and curren- 
cy, are in foreign hands—in English hands. An 
‘Engli.h minister once had the audacity to say to 
Europe that England held the tempests in her hand! 
The Euglish capitalists may say to our America, 
Without impudence, and with perfect truth, that 
they hold our fiaances in their hand! The 
baseness of our paper systen—its dependence 
upon Loadon—the fatal power of the Bank 
of the Unitd States—an English institution 
wall place our currency, our business, our mar- 
kets, our prosperity or misery, under British con- 
trol. An order from London to the Bank of the 
United States to make money scarce or plenty—to 
suspend or resume—to ship gold to Europe, and 
innidate America with post notes and shmatasiers; 


anorder-of this kind is obeyed with the alacrity . 


wi h which the slave obeys the master. An order 
from the same quarter to take part in the elections, 
. is obeyed with the same alacrity. Some gent!e- 
men Say, and very truly; that the distress of the 
ti aes has contributed to the result of the election. 
W-ry good! and where did that distress come from? 


panics, and ajarms, suspensions and non-re- 
sumptions, isgtes of base paper, gambling in. eot- 
ton and stocks, exportation of specie, ard all 
the other machinery of distress; whence came it 
but fromthe Bank of the United States? ard what 
is that but a foreign institution? Others say that 

fraud, double voting, pipe laying, transfer of voters 
from öne point to another, Hessians conducted by 
police officers and agents from city to city—that 
these have done much to carry the election. Very 
good! and where did all this fraad and villany come 
from? Where did it all originate? In the Bank of 
the United States! and whatis that bank but an 
English institution? Others say that the public 
press, the travelling orators, and the emissaries, 
have done much of the mischief. Very good! 
And where did many of these receive tbeir impul- 
sion, and their reward? In this same Bank of the 
United States—a foreign institution. To this foun- 
tain all these causes are traced, so that in attribut- 
ing the election to the distress of the times, or to 
the frauds, or to publications, it all comes to the 
same thing. They are all attributed to foreign in- 
terference. 


Mr. B. believed that he had now justified the al- 
lusion which he had made a few days since to the 
subject of a foreign interference in our election, 
and his assertion that the change of the American 
Executive had been made a stock jobbing operation 
on the London exchange. He believed the proof 


to be full and complete to this point; and further | 


than that, he did not propose to pursue the inquiry 
at present. He had shown the interference, and 
the object of the interference; and he had intimated 
that these foreigners were not going to content 
themselves with the barren honors of an election, 
a dance in a log- cabin, and a view of the 
procession of the office holders going out, and 
the office seekers coming in, ‘hey would 
have something more substantial; and -to the 
legislative power they would lo k for that some- 
thing. In the autumn of the year 1839, these 
capitalists held a meeting in London, and adopted 
a resolution to send agents to the Legislatures of 
the States to press the measures which were neces- 
sary to the security of their debts. The resolution 
was adopted, but not acted upon. Itwas in these 
words: “That agents be sent to the State Legislatures 
lo press the said Legislatures to appropriate funds to 
reduce the amount of their scrip, and establish 
sinking funds to secure the remainder.” This 
resolution, though adopted, was not acted upon; 
and a change of direction in the labors of the agents 
seems to have been resolved upon. Instead of ap- 
plying to the State Legislatures, the National Le- 
gislature seemed to become the authority to which 
application should be made for the payment of 
the State debts. On the 16h of October was writ- 
ten the famous letter to the Barings, telling them 
what they knew, that the S'ates had capacity to 
contract debts, but also telling them that there was 
no way to compel the States to pay these 
debts. Two days thereafter, namely, on the 
18th day of October, appeared the notorious Lon- 
doa Bankers Circular, prcposing the assumption 
or guarantee of these deb:s by the Federal Go- 
vernment. and on the appearance of tbat proposi- 
tion here, the papers in the interest of the foreign 
organ—the United States Bank papers—not all, 
bat most of them—immediately adopted and advo- 
ea'ed the proposal. The non-assumption resolu- 
tions, submitted in this body at its first subsequent 
rreeting, nipped this scheme in the bud. It killed 
up the scheme of open assumpton, and knosked it 
on the head—as the Independent Treasury is to be 
knocked: and now it remains to be seen in what 
manner the British capitalists are to be gratified. 


Open assumption being out of the question, diz- 


guised operations become the substitute: and this 
land distribution scheme, now called limited, be- 
comes the first step in the unlimited succession of 
measures which are to end in the total loss.ot all 
the land: revenne, in the final saddling of all the 
Siate debts on the broad back of the Fe‘eral Union, 
and in giving to the foreigner the double gratifica- 
on of seeing- onr defences neglected, while our 
revenue is poured into his lap. 


DISTRIBUTION—PROTECTIVE FOLICY, 
SPEECH OF MR. WRIGHT, 


OF NEW YORK,. 
In Senate, January 21, 1841. 

Mr. Crirrnpen having addressed the Senate at 
much length, ‘animadverting upon the measures of 
the present Administration— 5 

Mr. WRIGHT said it would be-tinnecessary for 
him to say that he had not power to answer the 
remarks of the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
who had just taken his seaty’ [Mr. Crirrenpen.] 
He (Mr. Waiaut) had béen too long there, and 
was toe well known inf that body, to attempt to 
follow the lively “course/bf rewark—the. keen and 
cutting satire of the hgnorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky. His was A more plain and humble 
part—that of facts so far as he understood 


them, and of argument so far as he was able 
to bring arguments to bear on those facts. He 
confessed he was unexpectedly called upon to ad- 
dress the Senate in immediate reply to the Senator 
from Kentucky. The Senator on his right, (Mr. 
Bucuanan,] to whom the appeal had been more 
particularly directed, had yielded the floor to him 
for a particular purpose, he not being prepared, as 
He (Mr. W.) was not, without examination into 
the facts, to answer the remarks which had been 
made on the subject of certain items of public ex- 
penditure, í l 

He should discuss but one single topic, first 
bricfly noticing, and very imperfectly, some of the 
remarks of the honorable Senator from Kentueky. 
But first it was due to himseif that he (Mr. WriauT) 
should offer his bumble apolegy for an interruption 
of the honorable Senator, not tnat it was noticed by 
the Senate, but because it was discourteous ‘ 
on his part. Still it was a compliment to the 
gentleman’s powers as a debater, for it wasan in- 
terruption which nothing could have drawn. from 
him but the rapidity and force with which he was 
rushing to conclusions caleulated to carry his 
hearers along with him, and to lead. the Senate, as 
Mr. Waicur thought,to erroneous impressions upon 
the points he was discussing. Hence the: interrup- 
tion, for which he sincerely asked his pardon: 

(Mr. CRITTENDEN courteously remarked, in an 
cas tone, that apology was wholly unneceg- 
sary.] > 

Mr. Waicur continued. The honorable Senator 
then told the friends of the present Administration, 
they had attempted to sneer at. the now dominant 
party. Now, if he had said or done any thing which 


_ Should seem to have given the honorable Senator 


just cause for such an imputation, he had said and 
done what he had not intended to say or do. He 
(Mr. Wricar) now stood in a minority in the 
country, asd he bad been called upon, on various 
occasions, since the meeting of the Senate; to say 
that be desired to demean himself, with all becom. 
ing modesty and humility, in that unfortunate 
condition; but yet he might say to the honorable 
Senator, while that honorable gentleman was pre- 
senting to them 1,200,000 votes on his side, as too 
largea body to be sneered at, that 1,100,000 free- 
men, asa minority, might look and smile, though 
they should not sneer. He admiued that the Ad- 
ministration, which was to come in on the 4h of 
March next, came in by avastly larger vote than 
any which bad preceded it; and he would tell 
those gentlemen—and he did it with feelings 
of kindness—that thay came in, in the face 
of a minority, in ,numbers and. proporiion, 
much more powerful than any previous: Ad- 
ministration ever yet met. Let, then, on’ all 
hands, the admonition of the honorable Senator 
be looked to; for while it does not belong to the 
minority to sneer, the majority have not advantage 
enough to swagger. The great sea of public opie 
nion cannot bear deep agitation, without some dan- 
ger of a change of power, when the difference be- 
tween the contending -Parties is so small and a 
change of ten per cent. may easily be Wrought 
against him who dares exe:te this immense mass of 
mind, even upon the surface. Let all, then, look 
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well and carefully to their. measures and to their 
policy. He took the reproof, or desired to do so, 
with which the honorable Senator bad favored 
himself and party; and he would be very glad to 
profit by it. Atthe same time he wished to im- 
press the honorable Senator and his friends with 
the palpable truth that a strong party must de right, 
or be overthrown. 
: ment of the freemen of the country. Mr. Waicat 
cheerfully acknowledged the propriety of the tribu- 
nal, and its perfect jurisdiction, while he believed 
the representatives of majorities might be some- 
times wrong, and that constituent majorities were 
easily changed by over confidence on the part cf 
their representatives, and by consequent measures 
having more reference to interests and elasses than 
to our entire constituency. 

Another pesition of the Senator, in the course of 
his interesting argument, was that they (ihe present 
majority) “as a dying party, upon the last stage of 
their condemned term,” were endeavoring to do— 
what? To occupy the ground of the fature Ad- 
ministration, and to forestall its measures. Was 
that so? Had the history of this very short period, 

. in which they had had the pleasure of sitting to- 
gether, warranted such acharge? They had, it was 
true, intreduced the measure under dicusssion—a 
pre-emption bill—a prospective pre-emption: and 
this, it was true, in that respect, was a novel fea- 
ture in a settled policy of the retiring Administra- 
tion, What were the great measures of policy, 
as he believed—for no man could speak with any 
certainty on the subject—which were looked to by 
the whole country as the measures of the coming 
in Administration? A destruction of the system of 
finance of the present Administration, was, he sup- 
posed the most prominent. Were they (the pre- 
sent Administration) responsible for presenting 
that? He knew the other honorable Senator from 
Kentucky would discharge them from such an ac- 
cusation, for he would feel honored in acknow- 
ledging that he had himself called upon them (the 
present majority) to undo what, with intentions 
as pure to their country as those which govern the 
gentleman oppcesite, they had done. He (Mr. 
‘Wnricur) complained not; yet surely they ougat 
not to be charged with attempting to forestall the 
measures of the coming in Administration. Thus 
far, the resolution to repeal the law establishing an 
Independent Treasury for the country, was thrust 
upon them almost as soon as they were in their 
seats, and from one of the great leaders of the 
opposition to that strictly constitutional and truly 
Tepublican measure. 

Next as to this propcsed distribution to the States 
of the proceeds of the public lands. Was not that 
looked upon every where as one of those measures 
which would be favorite and prominent with the 
coming in Administration, and as a measure against 
which the existing Administration was known to 
have sustained an immoveable opposition? Were 
they then to be charged—and he would observ:, if 
he should appear to speak warmly, that he spoke 
with no unkindness——were they to be charged with 
bringing this measure before the Senaie, and, by 
acting upon it, with forestalling the measures and 
policy of the new Administration? Certainly not. 
The honorable Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cwr- 
TENDEN] would concede that it was through his 
agency, and not through the agency of any friend 
of the present Administration, that this question 
has beea forced on this body, and calls for its ac- 
tion and its judgment, 

Taking the facis, then, as they stood, were the 
friends of the Administration chargeabie with fore- 
stalling the policy of the triumphant Administra- 
tion which was now so near? It had seemed to 
him that they were not. There were many other 
remarks of the honorable Senator which he might 
notice, but he would return to the question before 
the Senate, for the purpose of discussing briefly the 
single point which had called him to the ficor. 

The proposition before the Senate was to recom- 
mitthe bill to the Commitiee on Public Lands, 
which had reported it, with instructions to reporta 


bill to provide for the distribution òf the proceeds . 


_of those lands to the States, asa part of the instruc- 
“tions proposed. The point be wished now to dis- 
guss related to this part of the instructions; and a} 


He appeals to the public judg- 


_ manufactured article, or foreign production? 


theugh, atihe commencement of the debate, he bad 
proposed to himself to diseuss this whcle subject of 
distribution, his present inteation was to examine 
one single ground upon. which the policy of distri- 
bution was urged. 

He had been persuaded to take this course, at 


` this time, because he had seen ihe short period 


which remained for the transaction of business 


, during the present session of Congress, the.press ef 
“business to be done, and the great anxiety of the 


peculiar friends uf the pre-emption bill for its pas- 
sege, ee 

This should control his presentaction; but if the 
debate should take a differentedirection, or if ke 
should retain a seat in the Sefate, and a future oc- 
casion should arise, in_ednsequence of a future 
prosecution oP -this-poticy, he might then claim the 
privilege of giving bis sentiments at large upon the 
proposed measure in all its aspects. 

At the present time he would consider but one of 
the arguments by which it was supported in the 
country, and in the minds of a portion of the con 
Stitmency of the present Congress. He referred to 
its connection with what is familiarly known as 
the tariff, or the protective policy of the country. 
It must be known to many of the members of the 
two Houses of Congress, that with a large portion 
of the people of the New England States, and he 
believed the same thing was true as to portions of 
his own ənd other States, this policy of the dis- 
tribtion of the proceeds of the lands was popu- 
Jar, not so much from any Jove to the ap- 
propriation- and application of these proceeds, 
as from awish to have that amount, whatever it 
might be, subtracted from the Treazury, that 
there might be an occasion to increase the 
duties on jimposts to an’ equal amonnt. Th's 
idea, if indeed it did prevai in the tariff States, 
must, it would be seen at on e, rest upon. the sup- 
position that the more duties there were imposed 
upon imports, the more protection must be afforded 
to domestic manufactures or preducts, coming in 
competition with the imports thus burdened wih 
duty. Is this a sound inference? He was aware 
the inquiry was addressed to those Senators who 
represented States favoring the protective policy. 
He was not sure the position was sound or practi- 
cal, but it seemed to him to be both. He was ako 
sensible that it might, at the first impression, strike 
the minds of the Senators fram the anti-tariff States 
as being an argument, if it had any force, in favor 
of the policy of the distribution. He eatreated all 
to listen to the suggestions, and to take time to weigh 
them well, before they.should be made the founda- 
tion of official action upon either side of this im- 
portant question. 

When, then, does a duty commence to be protec- 
tive? Is itso either to cur manufaciurer or our 
producer, while the foreigner has the entite and ex- 
clusive possession of our market, for the sale ofthis 

n 
would say no. The duty, under such a state of 
things, might fill the public Treasury, bat it could 
not, in any possible sense, protest any domestic in- 
terest. The operation of the tariff of duiies mmst 
commence to be exclusive and prohibitory before 
it can begin to be proiective. It must, to some ex- 
tent, shut the foreigner from our market, and open 
it to the domestic manufacturer and producer, be- 
fore its protective features cen be at all valuable; 
and when this process once cemuiences, the farther 
it is carried in its exclusive and prohibitory action, 
the more protective is the tariff under which it 
takes place, 


But what may be the effect upon the revenue, of 
this protective action? In the precise proportion in 
which it ig exclusive and prohibitery, it must dimi- 
nish the revenue upon imports. In ether words, as 
far as any tariff shall be protective in its ection and 
effect, just so far it mast be a tariff not the most per- 
fectiy fitted for the purposes of revenue. Taat 
tariff which is best adapted to the purposes of rere- 
nue, by i‘self ccnsidered, must be that which pro- 
motes the greatest amount of importations aud the 
greatest amount of revenue combined. That tariff 
which is best adapted to the reasonabie purposes of 


- prétection isthe one which shall place American 


and foreign interests of the same character upon'a 
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par in our own markets, and this isthe least- which 
the tariff interests can desire. “fen Bk 

_ Try, then, the policy of this measure with these 
interests, Itis now propcsed‘to separate froth the 
Treasury, to give away, the revenue from the lands, 
our principal source of internal revenue; * and 
that for the purpose of affording an opportunity 
to impose higher duties where protection is desired 

This is acting upon the principle, not simply: tha; 
the higher the dety the greater wil be the protec. 

tioa, but also that the higher the rate of duty. ithe” 
greater will be the amount of revenue. received, 
A singie reflection: will convinte any one that this 
will be irae only while the foreigner has the exclu- 
sive possession of the market, and, by necessary 
consequence, the duty is nst protective at all. If 
the high rate begins to exclude the foreigner: and 
Jet our own produce or manufactures compete with 
him in the market, the question of revenue imme- 
diately becomes incidenta), and-its amount wih 
depend, regardless of the rate of duty, upon tke ad- 
vantage which the stale of trade and of the market 
gives to the foreign, or the demestic parties, at any 
given period. If the protecnve influence shall pre- 
dominate, the foreigner will be driven from ithe 
market and the revenue will fail. How; then, is it 
1o be supplied? Most clearly, if impost be the:cn- 
ly resort, by a reduction of the rate: of . duty; -wntil 
ihe foreigner can again come into:the domestic 
market, upon grounds of: advantageous. competi- 
tion. In other wor.’s, by taking from the. tariff its 
protective and giving it a revenue preponderance. 
Can there be a doubt that-this must be the principle 
of action in-all sach legislation? 

How, then, is the priacip'e of protection to be 
preserved consistently with its action? By-giving 
away, or destroying, all our sources of internal 
reveune, and making our Treasury wholly de- 
pendent upon imposts? Or by festering and pre- 
Serving every source of internal revenue, so far as 
the sta'e of the Treasury will permit, that when our 
tariff for revenue shall, by the course of trade, or 
exchange, or national policy, become protective; we 
may preserve it so, and not be compelled to reduce 


„our rates of duty, to invite the foreigner into our 


markets, to underseil our own eitizens,. that our 
Treasury may be sustained from the duty to be im- 
posed upon the imporations? 

The proposition now under consideration is to 
give away to the Siates, to take from the National 
Treasury, cur richest source of internal revenue, 
the prcceeds of the sales of ther public lands, an 
amount of from three and a half to four mHions 
of dollars annually, and to throw that Treasury ex- 
clausively upon a revenue from customs for de= 
pendence and support. This, to», is propoted to 
be done at a time when the whole revenue from lands 
and customs is not equal to the payment of the or- 
dinary expenses of the Government. And why is 
this strange policy to be adopted? Why is this most 
stable source of revenue to be cut off, and given 
away in grataides, when we are borrowing money 
to pay the expenses o! the nation? 

Among other grounds assigned for the strange 
policy, one is thathe had mentioned—to favor the 
protective policy, by making the occasion for in- 
creased duties upon imports. Could it be neces- 
sary for him to say more to show that this griund 
was not suctainable?—that this policy would be 
suicidal to the interests it was advocated to:proiect? 
lt seemed. to him not. The proposition’ was too 
plain to admit of amplification. Duties, to be pro- 
tecilve, must be, to a greater or less extent, -exclue 
sive and prohibitary; must have a ‘tendency rather 
to diminish ihan to increase revenue, by giving a 
fair portion of the market to demestic products 
and manufactures to ihe exclusion of foreign; and 
whei the e is a deficiency of revenue from imposts 
uncer such a system) it must be supplied from in- 
ternal sources, or fhe proteciion must be surren- 
dered, the duties reduced, greater advantages viven 
to the foreigner. in our market, and the impor:as 
tions be thusinereased Under ovr system, the ine 
ternal sources of revenue are the proceeds of the 
lands, excise; and direct laxaion Give away the 
former, and who expects a Congress will ever be 
fouxd to resort to either of the latter to raise reye. 
pae, when it can be raised by duties'on imports? 
Who will believe that excise, or direet Taxation, 
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‘Wilt ever: be-iinposell to save a protective tarif? 
: No-man acquainted. with the feelings of the people, 
‘or the action cf legislative bodies elected by the 
péople, would inda'se such a hope. 
i^ Our sources of internal “revenue then, which- do 
> not spring from taxation, must. be preserved and 
«fostered, or a protective po'icy cannot be indepen- 
“dently pursued. 
‘Take the articles.of wool aud woollens, the great 
Northern. and Eastern interests, So regulate the 
tarif that American wool holds the market against 
edhe: foreign article, and that American cloihs can 
~ehterinta the consumption of the country in fair 
` competition with the foreign, and then expzrience, 
¿as at this time, a deficiency of revenue, that arising 
:from an immense public domain having been taken 
“í from the Treasury, and given to the States. What 
are yon todo, Will higher duties produce more 
¿ revenue? Notin the case supposed; for when the 
> competition is even, or balancing in favor ef the 
domestic interests, more duties will be prohibition; 
and while proiection may te rendered perfect by 
: such legislation, all revenue will be lost. You 
i must reduce the duty, then, and thus invite impor- 
tations to. raise your revenue, and having no other 
resource, the policy would be compulsory. 
Itis a mistake, then, to assume that this mea- 
: o: Sure will, necessarily favor the protected interests 
~ and the protective policy. Jt may injure both, It 
isa mistake to suppose that foreing the Treasury to 
an exclusive dependence upon revenue from im- 
=- ports, will secure the system of proiection. It may 
destroy it, The Treasury of the nation must be 
«supplied; and if such imports as are consistent with 
the system of protection do not yield the requisite 
i Yevenue, the protection. must be yielded to the ne- 
i eessity for revenue, 
There is another consideration growing out of 
the policy of making the Treasury dependent upon 
¿à revenue from imports alone, which deserves the 
.. Serious examination of all, betore it shall be adopt- 
. ed as the policy for our country. Where will rest 
: the control, buth as to our supply of revenue and 
|: the protection of our domestic mlercsts, under such 
-a policy}, Will it be in the hands of Congress, or 
dn foreign hands? Congress can invite, but Con- 
“gress cannat compel imp stations. Those great in- 
terests which regulate the trade of the world govern 
our importations; and they are, at all times, sub- 
os Jeet to the influences of foreign interests and foreign 
: policy, as well as our own. Make the Treasury of 
«othe nation exclusively: dependent upon these im- 
portniions, and it too must be equally in subjection 
to the same influenees. The protective features of 
our tariff become,in their operation, injurious to 
some imporiant inlerest of a country with which 
our trade is extensive, and produce a desire on the 
part of that country to change our rates of duty. 
Uar Treasurys solely dependent upon revenue 
_ from imports, and by consequence proportionably 
» dependent upon importations from the country in 
question. ; It stops its trade with us. Our revenue 
fails off, and our:Freasury is made empty, while 
we are told, reduce your rates of duty, and the 
suspended trade shall-be renewed and extended. 
Can Congress regulate this attempt to control our 
policy by a foreign power? By a countervailing 
policy it can; bat that will not produce revente, or 
fill our: Treasury; and, if our soxrees of internal 
Tevenue be destroyed, cr given away, can only be 
adopted and sustained by a resort to direct taxation. 
` What, in such a case, would be likely to be done? 
Would our sysiem af protection be adhered to, cr 
our duties be refuced? If we have the land reve- 
mue to supply the Treasury, the countervailing po- 
dicy will be likely to govern us; bii if it i: to be 
resorted to, at the expense of direct taxation, pro- 
4ection will be very sure to be yielded, and the 
<i Treasury supplied by a reduction of our rates of 
vaduty.. In short, if we place our Tressury in a 
tondition tobe exclusively dependent upon cus- 
` toms, our policy must be to invite importations, to 


5 burden. them as lightly as pcssible, lest. they are 


-auined-into other channe's, io make he trade of 
foreigners with us as profitable as possible, that 
our Treasury 5 - 

Can considerations such as these fail to convince 
the tariff interests in our country that they are not 


they may consent; thrcugh its means, to supply 
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‘duce the instant necessity of an increase of duties 


; and he knew they would allow them all the weight 


_ The President—Mr. Wright. 


fostered by giving away cur sources of internal | 
revenue, and forcing ourselves inte a siate of en- 
tire dependence vpan forcign trade for the supply 
of our National Treasury? It seemed to him. not. 
War could this view of the operation of this dis- j 
tribution, properly considered, render the measure, 
or the poliey, more acceptable to the anti-tariff in- 
terests. They desire the least possibie amount of 
duties consistent with a healthful and certain reve- 
hue, and it is admitied, on all hands, that the dis- 
tribution to the States of the land reyenue will pro- 


to the foll exient of the money taken from the 
Treasury for distribution. Whatever, therefore, 
may be the effect upon the protective policy, the 
influence of the measure upon the free trade prin- | 
ciple cansot be equivocal. 

These suggestions had been hastily and. crudely 
given, and yet he hoped he had sufficiently de- 
veloped tis views to enable the members of the 
Senate to understand him. It was to them he de- 
sired to address himself upon this point. They 
would reflect upon the ideas he had thrown out, 


they deserved, if indeed they should be found to de- 
serve any. 

He would take up but a very few moments more 
of their time in briefly replying to some other ob- 
servations of the Sonator from Kentucky. If he 
understord that honcrable Senator—and he begged 
him to believe that be did not wish to misunder- 
stand him—he said that the present Administration 
had spent 135 milions of doilars in the four years 
of its term; and that upon roads, harbors, canals 
ships, fortifications; &c. there had been expended 
but nine millions of dollars. 

He (Mr. Wriont) had not the means athand to 
examine this matter, but he believed in the four 
years they had been in the habit of passing bills 
annually for fortifications of from a half to a mil- 
lion of dollars—for the navy of from five to six 
millions, including a permanent appropriation of 
half a million to be exclusively expended for the 
increase of the navy, separate from the support, 
repairs, and the like, as well as sundry large ap- 
propriations for steam ships—for harbors large ap- 
propriations, nearly annually, if not entirely so; 
though for roads and canals he washappy to know 
litle or nothing had been done, because he con- 
sidered all such expenditures by this Government 
wrong in principle and impolitic in practice. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said, in justice to himself, 
he should explain, that he did not inc!nde the re- 
pairing of ships, and the pay of the officers and the 
men, but the mere building of ships. 

ir. WRIGHT bad understood the Senator ta 
speak simoly of the shins. and nst of the pay, but 
he supposed he had intended to include rebuilding 
repairs, and similar expenditures. 

Well, then, the Senator said there were some 
one hundred and twenty-six millions of dollars 
which had been expended within four years, and 
how expended? Why, expended in pursuance of ap- 
propriations made by themselves (Congress,) and 
for that whole period they had hed the honorable 
Senator’s watchfulness and guardian cere overthem, 
constantly; and he bwieved ke did that honorable 
Senator no injustice when he said, that if he had 
seemed to fecl more dissatis$ed at one time than 
another with the votes of him, (Mr. Wricnr,) it 
was when he voted against appropriations. Stijl 
he admitted there might have been abuses practised 
in expenditures—he was not prepared to say there 
had not beer; but he said cheerfallyp—what the 
honorable Senator frem Pennsylvania [Mr. Bucna- 
Nan] said jesterday—he challenged investigation, 
notim a spirit of triumph, bat with a patriotic feel- 
ing towards the country and jts interesis. If there 
had been abuse, let exposure and punishment be 
visited upon the guiliy; cn him, if he were the man; 
on his test friend; on any man, whoever he misht 
be, in this vast nation, who had embezzled the pub- 
lic money, who had squandered it improperly, or 
who had been unfaithful in a pecuniary trast, He 


again said examine, but examine with justice and 
trath: . That was all the favor he asked; and he 
now appealed to that great party, for seme of the 
Members of which he cherished a feel ng bordering 
on friendship,- to do to their opponents justice—io 
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tell the wath of them—and to punish them only 
when they should be found, after carefol and fair 
examination, to deserve it. The papers and re- 
cords were soon to pass into their hands, and the 
means for investigalion would be ample. Let not 
the desire to find fault be paramount to the obliga- 
tions of truth and justice. i 

Anciher subject has given employment to the 
honorable Senator’s talent for satire im no stinted 
measure, He referred. to the Senator's sedentary 
army of militia, whick the President is said to 
have organized, to prosecute the Indian war in 
Fiorida. 3 

Previous to the late elections, the honorable Se- 
nator and his party told a very different story, 
touching the military designs and propensities of 
ihe President. Tnen his purpose was a “standing 
army” of 200.000 men—militia, it is true—to be 
used, not to subdue the murderous Seminole, but to 
prostrate the liberties of this free country, to break 
down the Constitution and the Union, and establish 
a military despotism upon the ruins. 

He (Mr. Wariant) could not forget this startling 
ground of the Opposition during the late contest, 
because he had then, as now, constantly found him- 
self contending upon this point before meetings of 
ihe people, and then, as now too, as the result had 
proved, contending against antagonis's who were 
more than a match for him. Then the President 
was a fearful despot, a tyrant, and through the in- 
strumentality of our neighbors, our friends, our fa- 
thers, brothers, sons, the militia of the country, con- 
verted into a standing army, not of regular.soldiers, 
with their permanent officers, but of militia, was to 
destroy the liberties of this our beloved land, and 
to rule our sixteen millions of people as a military 
despot, supported and sustained by these 200,000 
eitizen soldiers! 

What is the President now? In what frightful 
aspect does the Senator present him to the country 
on this day? As imbecile in the extreme; as to termi- 
natean Indian war of some four or five years’ dura- 
tion, which has be filed the efforts of our whole gallant 
little army for that entire period, by means of a 
sedentary army of SIX HUNDRED men. A. corps of 
sedentary militia of that formidable number: 

Of-one thing he (Mr. Wricur) hoped he might 
now assure himself, and that was that this new ar- 


my of six hundred sitting men would not frighten - 


from their propriety the great party of which the 
honorab'e Senator was so distinguished a member, 
nor render them inconveniently uneasy in regard 
to the safety of the liberties of the country; most 
especially so when a few weeks must terminale the 
command of their present chieftain. 

Look at these positions. That man who, on 
the first days of November, was to cleave down 
the liberty of the people by a standing army of 
militia, was now, in. January, to defend the coun- 
uy by 600 men, whose duty it wasto sit, not 
stand, and who were limited toan employment 
within twenty miles from the place on which they 
set. Now he thought there was a little extrava- 
gance in all this; and he could not believe, after 
ali, that ihere would, thereby, be much added to 
the expences of the Government. 

Mr, CRITTENDEN read the order of General 
Reed, to which he had referred, but the Reporter 
could not eb'ain a copy. Of the authority of the 
order, Mr. C. said, be knew nothing. It had 
teen placed inhis hands, and was a publication 
from a newspaper. 

Mr. WRIGHT had only referred to the matter, 
because it had been introduced by the honorable 
Senator. He thought it wholly irrelevant to the 
subject before the Senate, and was not disposed to 
consume further time about it. What he had 
learned from the remarks of the gentleman, and 
the extract he had read from an unknown anthori-« 
ty, constiiuted the whole of bis information upon 
the subject. He had never before heard of even 
the existence of this militia force, this sitting ar- 
my; and he certainly did not desire to extend re- 
marks upon a subject. about which he knew 
nothing, ; foe, 

A word upon another subject. The -honorable’ 
Senator complained that there had been a wanton 
expenditure of money for supplies for the army in 
Florida and the Creek and Cherokee countries, 
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that provisions had been purchased for bigh prices, 
which were not used; and that they had been soid 
at public auction for low prices. These might be 
facts. The Senator read from a printed document 
which he {Mr. Waricnt] had never seen, but which 
he presumed was good authority for his positicns. 


Did it follow, however, that the present President. 


was in fault in the mattei? Did it follow, by ne- 
eessity, that any person was in fault; and if any 
person, would it not be more just to state who was 
the officer in command, who bad charge of the pur- 
chases spoken of, and under what public agent the 
property had been thus sacrificed? 

There had been a periodin our history, if he was 
not mistaken as to facts, when provisions pur- 
chased for the use of our armies, at a dearer rate 
even than those referred to by the Senator, had 
been piled together and burned, to furnish light for 
a distinguished retreating General from a reireat- 


ing enemy; and yet, neither the General, nor the. 


Administration under which he served, was con- 
demned either for the military achievement, or the 
Joss of the public property. "This did not take 
place, as his memory told him, upon the South- 
western, but upon the Northwestern frontier, and 
not during. the Florida war, but the war with Eng- 
Jand of 1812—15. 

Had the officer in charge of this property in the 
Indian country pursued this course; had he, instead 
of his auction sale, burned the supplies, and made 
a precipitate retreat, the Administration he served, 
as well as himself, might have been spared these 
sharp censures. He however, as Mr. Wricnr be- 
lieved, had accomplished the duty assigned to him, 
and was ready to dismiss his force to their homes, 
so far as they were militia, and to other service so 
far as they were regulars, and the supplies not be- 
ing wanted at the station where they were, and 
transportation being the principal ingredient of their 
cost, he took, whether wisely or not, the expedient of 
a publicsale at auction, rather than that of a second 
transportation. If ihe prices paid at the sale were 
low, the loss was the greater, but it was not a total 
loss, nor was the property consumed to furnish a 
light, not for a pursued, but retreating general. He 
thought, therefore, he was authorized to say that if 
the entire public loss in tae one case was not cause 

_for censure upon the general, but rather for his 
greater elevation, the partial loss in the other cou'd 
not be a broad ground for the sweeping condemna- 
tion of a whole Administration. 


CESSION AND DISTRIBUTION BILLS. 
SPEECH OF MR. CALHOUN. 


OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 


In Senate, January 23, 1841—On the amen 
ment proposed by Mr. CRITTENDEN ito the pfe- 
emption bill, to distribute the proceeds of the pub- 
lands among the States. ve Fi 
Mr. CALHOUN said that the propositigt of the 

Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. CRITTENDEN] to dis- 

tribute the proceeds of the sales of the public 

lands among the several States, was no s'ranger in 
this chamber. His colleague [Mr. Cray] had in- 
troduced it many years since, when he was in the 

Opposition, and had often pressed its passage as an 

Opposition measure, and once with success, while 

the Treasury was groaning under the weight of a 

surplus revenue, of which Congress was willing to 

free it on almost any terms. I: was then veiced by 

General Jackson, and has had to contend ever 

since against the resistence of his and the present 

Administration. 

But it is now, for the first time, introduced en- 
der different auspices, not as an Opposition, but an 
Administration measure—a measure of the coming 
Administration, if we may judge from indications 
that can scarcely deceive. It is brovght in by a 
Senator, who, if rumor is to be credited, is selected as 
a member of the new cabinet, [Mr. CRITTENDEN] 
backed by another in the same condition, [Mr. 
Wessrer] supported by a third, [Mr. Cray] who, 
all know, must exercise a controlling influence 
over that Administration. ` It is then fair 
to presume, that it is not only a measure, buat 
a Ieaditg measure of General Harrison’s adminis- 
tration, pushed forward in advance of his inaugu- 


“yal character. 


ration by those who have the right of eensidericg 
themselves his organs on this floor. Regarded in 
this light, if acquires a vasily increased importance 
—so much so as todemand the most serious and 
deliberate consideration. Under this impression I 
have carefully re-examined the measure, and have 
been confirmed in the opinion previously enteriain- 
ed, that it is perfectly unconstitutional, and preg- 
‘pant with the most disastrous consequences; and 
what I now propose is to present the result of my 
reflection under cach of these views, beginning 
with the former. 

Whether the Government can constitutiona'ly 
dist:ibute the revenue from the public lands among 
the States, must depend onthe fact, whether they 
belong to them in their united Federal character, 
or individeally and separately. If in the former, 
it is manifest that the Government, as their com- 


mon agent or trustee, can have no right to distri- | 


bute among them for their individual, separate use, 
a fund derived from property held in their united 
and Federal character, without a special power for 
that parpose, which is not pretended. A position 
so clear of itself, azd resting on the established 
principles of law, when applied to individuals held- 
ing property in like manner, needs no illustration. 
If, on the contrary, they belong to the States in their 
individual and separate character, then the Go- 
vernment would not only have the right, but would 
be bound to apply the revenue to the separate use 
States. So far is incontrovertible, which presen's 
the question, in which of the two characters are 
the lands held. by the States? 

To give a Satisfactory answer to this question, 
it will be necessary to distinguish between the lancs 
that have been ceded by the States, and those that 
have been purchased by the Government, cut of 
the common funds of the Union. 

The principal cessions were made by Virgisia 
and Georgia; the former of all the tract of country 
between the Ohio, the Mississippi and the iakes, 
including the States of Ohio, Indiana; Hlinois, and 
Michigan, and the Territory of Wiskonsan; and 
the lauer of the tract included in Alabama aud 
Mississippi. I shall begin with the cession of Vir- 
ginia, as it is on that the advecates for distribution 
mainty rely to establish the right. 

I hold in my hand an extract of all that portion of 
the Virginia deed of cession, which has any bearing 
on the point at issue, taken from the volume lying on 
the table before me, with the place marked, and to 
which any one desirous of examining the deed may 
refer, The cession is “io the United States in Con- 
gress assembled, for the benefit cf said States.” 
Every word implies the States in their united Fede- 
That is the meaning of the phrase 
United States. I: stands in contradistinetion to the 
States taken separately and individeally, and if 
there could be, by pvsvibility, any deubt on that 
point, it would be removed by the expression “m 
Congress assembled’—an assemblage which con- 
stituted the very knot that united them. I regard 
the execution of such a deed, in such an asem- 
blage, to the United States so assembled, so conciu- 
sive, that the cession was to them in their united and 
aggregate character, in ceniradistinction to their 
individual aud separate character, and by necessary 
consequence, the lands so ecded belonged to them 
in their former ead not in their latier character, 
that I am at a loss for words to make it clearer, Fo 
deny it, would be to deny that there is any truth in 
language. 

Bot as strong as thisis, itisnotall. The deed pro- 
ceeds and cays that all ihe lands so ceded, ‘skall be 
considered e common fund for the use and benefitof 
such of the United States as have become members of 
the Conf.deration, or Federal allienee of said States, 
Virginia inclusive,” and constudes by saying “aad 
shall be faithfully and bona fide disposed cf sor that 
purpose, and for no other use and purpose whai- 
ever.” If it were possible to raise a doubt before, 
these ful!, clear, and explicit terms wouid dispel it. 
It is impossible for language to be clearer. ‘To be 
“considered a common fund,” an expression di- 
rectly in contradistinction to separate or individua’, 
and is by necessary implication as clear a negative 
of the latter, as if it had been positively ex- 
pressed. This common fond to “be forthe use and 
benefit of such of the United States, as have be- 
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come or shallbecome members of the Confedera~ 
tion or Federa! a'liance;” thatis as clear as lan- 
guage can express it for their common: use in their 
anid Federal character, Virginis being included 
as the grantor, out of abundant cation.” ae 

[Here Mr. Cray said in an audible voice; there 
were other words notcited. To which Mrs Car- 
noun replied:] Beene 

I am glad to hear the Senator say go, as it shows, 
not only that he regards the expressions cited stand- 
ing alone, as clearly establishing what I eoutended 
‘or, but on what he relies to rebut my-conelu- 
sion. I shall presently show, that” the expres- 
sion to which he refers will utterly fail bim. 
The concluding werds are, “shali be farthfally and 
bona fide disposed of for that use, and no other use 
and purpose whatever.” For that use—that is, the 
common ure of the Stater, in theircapacily of mem- 
bers cf the Confederation or Federal aliance- 
and no other; positively forbidding to use the fund 
to be derived from the lands for the separate use of 
the States, or to be distributed among tbem for 
their separate or individaal use, as preposed by this 
amendment, asit is possible for words to do. «So 
far, all doubt would seem to be excluded. < 

But there are other words to which the Senator re- 


| fers, and on which the advocates of the measure 


vainly rely to establish the right, After asserting that 
itshall be considered a common fund for the use and 
benefit of the States that are or shall become: mem- 
bers of the Confederation or Federal alliance, 
Virginia inclusive, it adds; “according to ‘their 
usual respective proportion: in the general charge 
ard expenditure.” Now, I assert, it these words 
were susceptible of a construction that the fund was 
intended for the separate and indivicual use aad 
benefit of the States—which I utterly deny—yet it 
would be contrary to one of the fancamental rules 
of construction to give them that meaning, E re- 
fer to the well known rule, that doubtiul expres- 
sions, in a grant or other instrument, are not to be 
so construed as to contradict what is clearly and 
plainly expressed—as would be the case in this in- 
stance, if they should be so constrved as to mean 
the separate and individual nse and benefit of: the 
States severally. But they are not susceptibie 
of sech construction., Whatever ambignity may ` 
be supposed to attach to them, will be readily ex- 
plained by reference to the history of the times. 
The cession was made under the old Articles of 
Confederation, according to which the general or 
common fned of the Union was raised, not by 
taxation on individuals, as at present, but by re- 
quisition on the States, proportioned among. them 
according to the assessed value of their improved 
lands. An account had, of course, to be kept be- 
tween each Slate and the common treasury;and 
these words were inserted simply to direct “that 
the funds from the ceded lands were to be credited 
to States aecording to the proportion they bad to 
contribute to the general or common fand respre- 
tively, in order, if not enough should be received 
from the Jands, to meet ther contribution, they 
sheuld be cebited with the deficit; and if more than 
sufficient, credited with the excess in making the 
next requisition. The expression: can have no 
other meaning; and so far from countenancing the 
canstruction, that the common fand from the lands 
should be applied to the separate use of the States, 
it expressly provides how it shall be credited to the 
confederated or ailed Siates, in their acconateur- 
rent with the general or common fund of that Con- 
federacy. The opposite interpretation would im- 
ply the most palpable contradiction and absur- 
dity. i 

But it isasked, what would have te be done if 
their had been a permanent surplus? Such atase 
was scarcely supposable; with the heavy debt of 
the Revolution, and the small yield from the land 
atthe time;but ifithad occarred, it would have 
been an unferseen contingency, to be provided for 
by the United States, to whom ihe fund belonged, 
and not by Congress, as its agent, or traster, for 
its management. ` 

That this expression was iutended merely to dis 
reet how the acecunt should be kept, and not to 
make that tha separate property of the Stats indi- 
vidaally, which had been declared, in the most eme 
phatic manner, to belong to them, and to be usid - 
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“by them, as:a common fend, in their united federal 
-@haracter, we would have the most. conclusive 
proof, if-what has been stated already was- not so, 
in the fact-that, in the deeds of cession from all the 
yother., States, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 

.: York; North Carolina, and South Carolina, these 

swords are omiited.- ; 

-As:to the cession from Georgia, it is impossible 

~sthat there should be two opinions about it. I: was 

made under the. present Government, and in the 

«Mery. words of the Virginia cession, excepting the 

< words, “according to their usual respective propor- 

u,Uon-in the general charge and expenditure.” Tre 

‘omission, while the. other portion was exactly co- 

` pied, is significant. The old system of requisition 

on the States to supply the common treasury, un- 
der the Articles of Confederation, had béen super- 
seded by taxes laid directly on the people, under 
the present Government, and it was no longer ne- 

; essary to provide for ihe mede of keeping the ac- 

“yeount, and for that reason was omitied, But the 

¿cession by Georgia was, in reality, a purchaze. 
‘The United States has paid full consideration for 

the land, including the’ expense of extinguishing 
-the Indian titles, and other charges; and of course 

«the. portion of the public domain acquired from 

that State may be fairly considered as standing on 
the same principle, as far as the present question is 
concerned, as that purchased from foreign powers. 

«> So undeniable is the conclusion that the lands 
-eeded by the States were ceded to them in their 
united. and aggregate character as a Federal com- 

i munity;and not in their separate and individual, 

Labat the.Senator from Massachusetts was forced to 

x advnit, if L undersiood bim correctly, (and if not, I 

wish to be corrected,) that they were so ceded in the 

.. first instance, but only for the purpose. of paying 

` othe public debt, and that on. its final discharge, the 

jands became the separate property of the States. 
This, sir, is æ perfectly gratuitous assumption on 
the part of the Senator, and is directly opposed by 
the.deeds of cession, which expressly provide that 
-itshall be a common fund for the use and benefit of 
othe States in their united and Federal character, 
without restriction to the publie debt, or limitation 
in point of time, or auy other respects. This bold 
- and unwarranted assertion may be regarded as an 
implied acknowledgment on his part of the truth of 

‘othe construction for which I contend, and on which 

the: Government has.ever acted, but now attempted 

= to.be changed on a false assumption. 
+e y T'he residue of the public lands, including Flori- 
+ da and all the region beyond the. Mississippi, ex- 
= tending to the Pac fic Ocean, and constituting by 
far the greater part, stands on a different footing, 
. They were purchased out of the common funds of 
«the. Onion, collected by taxes, and belong, beyond 
iall question, to the people of the United States in 
etheir-federal and aggregate capacity. This, has 

«u mot been, and cannot be denied; and yet itis proposed 

to.distribute the common fund derived from the 
tales ofthese, as well as from the ceded lands, in 
direat violation of the admitted principle that the 
agent of irusice of a common concern has no right, 
without express authority, to apply the joint funds 
to the separate use and benefit of its individual 
raembers. X ka 
. Bat setting aside the constitutional objection, as 
conclusive as it is, J ask what consideration of ex- 
pediency——what urgent gecesity is there for the 
adoption, at this time, ofsa megsure so extraordi- 
nary as a surrender to the States, for their indi- 
vidual- use, of the importgat orion of the revenue 
derived froin the public z¢émain, which, it is pro- 
bable, wiil not fall short, 3 an average of the next 
ten years, of five millionz of dollars? Is the Prea- 
sury now bard:ned wiih a surplus, far bevond the 
én awants of the Government, for which all are.anxious 

. éssto devise some meexcure of relief, as was the care 

2 When-the Senator introduced and passed his scheme 

Sa OF distribution formerly? On the contrary, is it 

nota the very opposite condition—one of exhau- 

‘tion, witha deficit, according to the statement of 

> thas Senator, and those who act with him, of many 


„~ millions of dollars?’ And is not the revenue ‘still ` 
declining, so thatit a short time the present deficit. 


_ Will be double?’ To-take a broader view, I would. 
ask, is the condition cf he country less unfavora- 
ble to the adoption of the measure than the state of 
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| the Treasury? Is there an individual capable of 
taking a comprehensive view of cur foreign rela- 
tions at this moment, who does not sce the impe- 
rious necessity of applying every dollar that can be 
sparcd to guard against coming dangers, more es- 
pecially on that element where a revolution so ex- 
traordinary is going on, by the all-powerful agency 
of steam, both as to the means of attack and de- 
fence? - 

If, then, the state of the Treasury and the condi- 
tion of the country so urgently demand the reten- 
tion of this important branch of revenue, for the 
common use and objects for which the Govern- 
ment was created, what possible motives can im- 
pel those who are shortly to be charged with its 
administration, to bring forward, at such a period, 
the extraordinary proposition to take from the ne- 
cessities of the Treasury and the country so Jarge a 
sam, to be distributed among the States for their 
separate and individval use? To this question 
but one answer has been or can be given—that 
many of the States want the money. They have 
contracted debts for their own individual and local 
purposes, beyond their ordinary m-ans, and which 
the dominant party in those States are unwilling to 
mect by raising taxes on their own people, for fear 
of being turned ont of power. The result has been 
a loss of credit, followed by a depreciation cf their 
bonds, held by rich capitalists at home and abroad. 
The immediate object of this scheme is to raise the 
credit of the indebted States by distributing the re- 
venue from the lands; thatis, to surrender about 
one-fourth of the permanent revenne of the Union, 
and that the most certain, to enhance the value of 
the State bonds, now greatly depressed, because 
some of the indebted States do not choose to raise, 
by taxes on their own people, the means of paying 
their own debts. To have a true conception of the 
whole case, it must be borne in mind that these 
bonds were taken by the capitalists on this and the 
other side of the Atlantic on speculation, in the 
regular course of business, as a profitable inve:t- 
mont, and, many of them, at great depreciation; 
and that the demand on the common. Treasury. is 
substantially to make gocd, not only their losses, 
but to enable them to realize their anticipated pro- 
fits. Such is the object. 

We are thn; brought to the question, in what 
manner is this deficit of at least five millions to be 
supplied? By taxes—additional taxes on the com- 
merce of the country, preparing the way for still 
higher by combining the indebted States with the 
tariff interest, to impose heavier burdens on that im- 
portant but oppressed branch cf industry. Wines 
and silks are to be selected, under the p'ea of tax- 
ing luxury; and much manmavring has been re- 
sorted to in order to enlist the tobacco interest in 
favor of the tax, with, I fear, too much success., 
They are, I admit, fair objects of taxation, and 
ought tø bear their due proportion of the public 
burden. I am prepared to act. cn that opinion 
when the tarif comes up for revision, as it must, 
at thenext session. I go farther: Fix the amount 
which the jast and necessary wants of Government 
may require, including the revenue from the lands, 
and I will cheerfully agree to Jay as much on luxu- 
ries as gentlemen will agree to reduce on necessa- 
ries. Tt is my favorite system, and I am prepared 
to go as far as any one in that direction. But J 
shall not agree to impcse a cent on luxuries, or ne- 
cessaries, on the rich or poor, to pay the debts for 
which this Government is inno way respensibie, and 
which we cannot pay without a palpable violation 
of the Constitution, and gros: iajastic: to the great 
body of the community. IT was struck with the 
act, that, while the Senator -[Mr. Wensrrr] 
held out at one moment that the duties on 
wines and siks would fall on the consumers, 
and, by cons:quence,.on the rich, in the very 
next he informed us that they would not rise in 
price in consequence of the duties, and, of 
course, they would extirely escape fromthem. ‘To 
prove that they would not increase in price in con- 
sequence cf the duties, he- assumed, as a principle, 
that where one country is the principal producer of 
certain articles, as France was of wine and silks, 
‘and another a principal consumer of them,.as the 
United Stafes were, a daty imposed on them by the 


lauer would have the effect, not cf raising the 


‘Senate. 


price in the country where it was laid, batto re. 
duce it where they were produced; that js, to reduce 
it in France, and not to raise it in the United States, 

Now, I put itto the Senator, whether the loss, 
taking his own conclusion, could fall on the French 
producers of wines and silks, without, in its réac- 
tion, falling also on the American producers of the 
products given in exchange for them—that is,’ the 
growers of tcbacceo, rice, and cotton, which fur- 
nish almost exclusively the méans of payment? “Is 
it not clear, if they cannot sell as high or as much 
to ug, in consequence of the duties, that we in turn 
cannot sell as high or as much to them in consc- 
quence of the fall of price on their products? 
Their loss must be followed by ours; and it follows, 
according to the Senator’s own reasoning, that the 
five millions, which is proposed to be raised by 
duties, to make good the deficit caused by the 
distribution, would be filched from the pockets of 
the honest and industrious producers of our great 
staples, and not, as aileged by the Senator, from 
the wealthy consumers of wines and silks.’ It is 
out of their hard earnings that the means must be 
raised to enhance the value of the bonds of the 
States in the hands of foreign capitalists. The Se- 
nator mast surely hold in low estimation the intellj- 
gence and spirit of the Southern planter, in support- 
ing such a p:oposition. f ; 

Bat I take still stronger grounds. The necessary 
efect of all duties is to diminish the imports; and 
the consequence of diminishing the imports is to 
diminish, in the same proportion, the exports. Im- 
poris and exports are dependent each on the other. 
If there can be no imports, there can be no exports; 
aud it there be no export», there can be no 
impor's, The exports pay for the imports, 
and the imports for the exports—the one al- 
ways implies the other. So, if the imports are 
limited in amount, the exports must be limited, 
when fairly estimated to the same amount, and vice 
versa. But the effccts of all duties, whether they 
fall on the consumers of the articles on which they 
are laid, or on the producers, must be to diminish 
the amount of the imports, and, by consequence, of 
the exports. Ina word, duties: on imports affect 
the amount of the exports to the same extent that 
they do the imports; and it would have just the 
same effect in the end, whether the deficit of five 
millisns which would be caused by the distribution, 
be raized by a duty on tobacco, rice, ‘and ‘cotton, or 
on the wines and silks for which they might be 
exchanged. The loss would fall, in either case, on 
the same interest, and to the same amount, and 
those immediately connected with it. 

But I rise to higher grounds. As bad as the 
scheme is in a financial view, it is far worse ina 
political. The most deadly enemy of our system 


-could not, in my opinion, propose a méasure better 


calculated to subvert the Constitution and the Go- 
vernraent. It would necessarily place thé State 
Governments in direct antagonist relations. with 
this on all questions except that of collecting and 
distributing the revenue, which would end inde- 
feaung all the objects for which it was instituted, 
and reduce it ultimately to the odious capacity of a 
mere tax collector for the State Governments. In 
this there can be no mistake. 

The money to be distributed wou'd go, not to the 
people of the States individually, but to the Siate 
Legislatures; or, to be more specific, to the mae 
jority, or rather to the dominant portion of the 
majority, which for the time might have the con- 
trol. They, and their friends and supporters, would 
profil by the scheme. The money distributed would 
be apphed in the mest effective way to secare their 
ascendency, ani to give them the Jion’s share of 
the profit. The dominant party in the Siates would 
thus be enlisted to continue and enlarge the distri- 
bution; and when it is added, , that the sums ex- 
pended in the States would embrace powerful local 
interests, which would be seen and felt in its effecis 
by large portions of the people, while the expendi- 
tures of the Government would be on objecis.of a 
general character, connected, for. the most part, 
with the defence of the country against foreign 
danger, which would be little felt of regarded, by 
the great body of the community,’except in. war, 
oron the. eve of hostilities, I hazard nothing’ in 
asserting, that the interests in favor of distributing 
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the revenue would overpower that of expenditures | 
by the General Government, even on the most ne- 
cessary objecis; the consequence of which would be 
such as has-been stated. Be assured that the sys- 
temy; once fairly commenced, would go ca aad 
enlarge itself, till every branch of revenue would 
be ‘absorded, when the Government, divested of alt | 
its constitutional functions, would expire, wader 
universal scorn and contempt. Such must be the 
end of this most dangerous and unconstitutional 
measure; should it ever be adopted. ` 

~ But the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Wes- 


lands to the new States 1s itself but a mode of distri- 
bution, with a view, doubiless, to weaken the foree 
of my objections to this amendment. If it be 
so, I can only say that it is not intended, and 
if I ean be satisfied that it is, I would be the 
first to denounce it. Its cbject is to remsdy 
what I believe to be great and*growisg disorders in 
the operation of our land system, as it now exists; 
but as dangerousas I regard them, I would never 
consent to remedy them by a measure which 
I regard as vastly more dangerous. But the Sena- 
tor will, if I mistake not, fad it far more easy to 
call it a scheme of ‘distribution, than to prove it to 
be so, or even that it isin the slightest degree 
analogous to it in any particular, as I hope to 
prove in some subsequent stage of this discussion. 

Thave heard, Mr. President, with pleasure, the 
deep denunciations leveled against the whole 
scheme of cistribution, whether ap“licd to the reve- 
nue from lands or.taxes. It strengthens my confi- 
dence in the force of truih, and the conviction 
that, if one bas the courage to do his daty, regard- 
less of defeat for the time, he may hope to 
outlive. error and misrepresentation. Let me 
add, if any of the denunciations were aimed at 
me, they passed harmless over me, and fell on an- 
other, against whem I would be the last to utter a 
censure in his retirement and declining years, how- 
ever opposed to him while in power. The Senate 
will understand that I refer to General Jackson. It 
is far from agreeable to me to introduce his name 
here, or to speak of myself; but | am compelled, 
from the remarks made in a certain quarter, to do 
so, not from any feeling of egotism, (for I am too 
inconsiderable to involve what concerns me indivi- 
dually in the discussion of so grave a subject,) but 
that I may not be weakened, as the opponent of 
this most dangerous measure, by any misconcep- 
tion of my past course in relation to the scheme of 
distribution, 

It has, sir, been my fortune to be oppos- 
ed to the scheme from the bezinning. It origi- 
nated with a former member of this body, Mr. 
Dickerson, of New Jersey, and recentiy Secretary 
of the Navy, as far back as the year 1827. His 
proposed object was to strengthen the protective ta- 
riff interest, by distributing a part of íis proceeds, 
Qf I remember correctly, five millions of dollars.) 
annually, among the States, in the manner proposed 
by this amendment., [took my stand against it, 
promptly and decidedly, on its first agitation, as a 
measure dangerous and unconst.totional, and well 
calculated to fix the protective system permanently 
on the country. The next year, the oppressive ta- 
riff of 1828 was passed, and the year afterwards 

zoeral Jackson waselected President, with the ex- 
pectation, as far as South Carolina supported him, 
that he would use his patronage and influences to re- 
peal that obnoxious act, or at least greatly reduce 
the burthen it imposed. 

But it was the misfortune of General Jackron 
and the country, that when he arrived here to as- 
sume the reigns of Government, he was strong- 
ly prepossessed in favor of the plan of distributing 
the surplus revenuc, afier the final paymen: of the 


public debt, under the impression that it would be | 


impossible to repeal that act, or reduce the du- 
ties it imposed. How he received- go dan- 
gerous an impression, I have never unger- 
stood; but so it was. I speak not from. my 
own. knowledge, bat from information that is un- 


{ vightitis tofix i, itbe deemed politic and just to give it their 
characier, have 


l couragement ofimprovident legislation of ti 


questionable, that his inaugural address ‘contained 
a-passaze in favor of ihe distribution, whea it was 
Inid before those whom he had seiected for his first 
cabinets and that it was with difficulty he assented 
tô omit it, so strongly was he impzessed in its favor 


—no doubt honestiy and sincerely impressed. His 
first message to Congress, in December, 1829, con- 
tained a strong recommendation of that scheme, 
which was repeated with additional arguments ‘in 
its favor in bis second message the succeeding 
year. A recommendation from so high and influen- 
tial -quarter, couid not but have a powerful effect on 
public opinion. The Governors of two. great 
States, Pennsylvania and New York, recommended 
it to their Legislatures, who adopted resolutions in 
its favor. That the views which he then enter- 
tained may be fully understood, I ask the Secretary 
to read the portions of the two messages, which he 
will find marked in the volumes on his table, in the 
order of their respective dates. 

[ Phe Secretary read the foliowing extracts from 
President Jackson’s messages, 1st and 2d sessicns, 
26 h Congress: 

First session Treenty-sixth Congress. 

After the extinction ofthe public debt, t is uot probable that 
any adjustment of the tarifi, upon principles satisfactory to 


‘the people of the Union, wiil, until a remote period, if ever, 


leave the Government without a considerable surpius in the 
Treasury beyond what may be required for iis current service. 
As theu the period approaches when the application ef the re- 
venueto to the payment of debt, will cease, the disposition of 
the surplus will present a subject for the serious deliberation 
of Congress, and it may be fortunate for the country that itis 
yet to be decided. Considered in connection with the dificul- 
ties which have heretofore attended appropriations for purposes 
of internal improvement, and with those which this experience 
tells us will certainly arise whenever power over such subjects 
may he exercised by the General Government; itis hoped that 
it may Jead to the adoption of some plan which wut reconcile 


thé diversided interests of the States, and strengthen the bonds | 


which anite them. Every member of the Union, in peace and 
in war, will be benefited by the improvement of inland naviga- 
tion and the construction of highways in the several States. 
Let us then endeavor to attaiit this benefit in a mode which will 
be satisfactroy to all, That hitherto adopted has, by many of 
onr fellow-citizens, been deprees ted as an infraction of the Cons 
stitution; while by others it has heen viewed as inexpeilient. 
All feel thatit has been employed atthe expense of harmony in 
the legislativo councils 

To avoid these evils, it appears to me that the most safe, jusi, 
and federal disposition which could be made of the surplus re- 
venue, would be iis apportionment among the several States 
according to their ratio of representation; arid should this mea- 
sure not be found warranted by the Constitution, that it would 
be expedient to propose to the States an amendment authoriz. 
ing it. J regard anappeal to the source of power, in cases of 
reat doubi, and where its exercise is deemed indispensable to 
the general welfare, as among the most sacred of all our’ obli- 
gations. 


Second session, Tiventy-sizth Congress. 


Ihave heretofore felt it my duty to recommend the adeption 
of some plan for the distribution of the surplus funds which 
may at any time remain in the Tieasury after the national debt 
shall have been paid, among the States, in proportion to the 
number of their representavves, to be applied by them to ob- 
jects ot internal improvement. — 

Although this plan has met with favor in some portions of Lhe 
Union, it has also elicited objections which merit deliberate con - 
sideration. A brief notize of these objections here will not, 


following grounds. Ist. 
Al. An apprehension thatthe existence of such a reg 
would produce im provident and oppressive taxation to raise the 
fuads fur distribution; 3d. That tie mode proposed would lead 
to the construction of works cf a Joralnature, to the exclusion 
of such as are general, and as would consequently be of a mere 
useful character; and last, that it would Create a discreditable 
and injurious dependence on the part of the State Gove ents 
upon the Federal power. Of those who object to the ratiu of 
represcatation as the basis of distribution, some insist that the 
importations of the respective States would constitute one ihai 
would be more equitable; and oth t the extent 
of their respective territories wouid fu ndard which 
would be more expedient suliiciendy equitable. Fhe 
ratio cf r i to my mind, and 
y, because of is being 
to be distributed be 
n It does not 


Į 
i 


I g to the subjec! 
ture, to some exient, from the rule of contribu:ion proper. Nox 
is it absolutely necessary thatthe basisof distribution be con- 
fined to one ground, K may, if, in thejudgment of those whose 


1 to several. 

Inmy first m stated it tobemy opinion that ‘dt is 
uot provable tha! adjustment ofthe tarif unon pr 
story to the people of the Union, will, umdl a r 
,ifever, leave the Govermhent wi a. considerable 
surplus in the Treasury, beyond what may cquired for its 
current service.” J have had no cause to change that opinion, 
bat much to confirm it. Should these expectat be realized, 
a suitable fend would thus be preduecd for the plan under 
cunsideraii-n to operate upon; an ere be no such fund, its 
adoption will, in my opinion, work no injury to any interest; 
for I cannot assent to the justness of the ap sion that the 
establishment of the proposed system wou id to the en- 
ue character sup- 
nosed. Whatever the proper authority, in the exercise of 
constitutional newer, shall, at any time hereafter, decide to be 
for the general good, will, in that as in other respects, deserve 
and receive the ac ence and support of the whole country; 


: and wehave ample security that every abuse of power in that 


regard, by agents of the people, will receive e speedy and ef- 
fectval corrective at their hands. The views which I take of 
the future, founded on the obvious and increasing improvement 
of all classes of out fellow-citizens, in intelligence, and in public 


. and private. virtue, leave me without much apprehenson on 


that head. 


I do not doubt that those who - come after us. will beas much. 
aliveas we are to thgobligation upon all the trustees of political 


of the nation beyond those required for immediate and necessa- 
ry purposes of Government, can no where be so well deposited 
as inthe pockets of the people. ; : aUI 


portant question, when he ‘came into powers T. 


tafe to take an open and decided stand against the 
measure which he so earnestly recommended; and 
that was the first question on which we separated.: 
In placing myself in opposition to him, on a measure 
so vital, I was not ignorant of the hazard to which 
I exposed myself, but the sense of duty out- 
weighed all cther considerations. I clearly saw, 
that there would be an increased surplus revenue, 
after the final payment of the public deb’, a period 
then rapidly approaching; and that, if it was once 
distributed to the States, it would rivet oB the 


power to exempt those for whom they act from: all unnecessary” 
burdens; andias sensible of the great lruth, that the, resources: - 


Such, I repeat, were unfortunately. the opinions: 
which General Jackson entertained on this alim- 


saw. the danger in its full extent, and did not hesi-». 


country the tariff of °28, to be followed by count- _ 


Jess disasters from the combined effects of the two 
measures. Had it been adopted, the-last ray of. 
hope of repealing or reducing that oppressive and 
ruinous. measure would have vanished. It would, 
by its seductive influence, have drawn over 
to its support the very States, whose prosperity 


it was crushing, not excepting South Caros: 
lina itself. Tne process is not. difficult to exe 
plain. “eee 


For that purpose, 1 will take the case of 
South Caroling; and will assume that her citi- 
zens paid, ueder the tariff of 1828, four millions 
of dollars into the Treasury of the Union, which 
is probably not far from the truth, avd would have 
recived back under the proposed ditribution 
of the surpins, but one-fourth, making one million. 
The sum to be distributed, as has already been 
stated, would not kave been .eturned to the people, 
but to the Treasury of the State, to be disposed of - 
by the Legislature; or to speak more specifically, 
by the smell portion, which, for the time, would 
have bad control over the dominant majority of the 
Legislature. All who have experience in the 
affairs of Government, will readily understand. 
that no disposition would have been made of it, 
bat what they and their friends and sapporters’. 
would have had a full share of the \profits and 
political advantages to be derived from its admi- 
nistration and expenditure. Thus an interest 
would be created onthe part of the controlling in- 
fluence in the State for the time, adverse to tan 
interest to sustain the tarif, as the means of sus- 
taining the distribution, and that for the plain rea~ 
son, that they would receive more from the former 
than they would nay as citizens under the duties, 

Now, sir, when we reflect ihat the amount taken 
by the duties out of the pockets of the people, was 
extracted in so round eboutand concealed a man- 
ner that no one, no, not the best informed and 
shrewdest calculator, could ascertain with precision 
what he paid, while that received back from distri- 
bution would have been seen and felt by those into 
+ hose hands it wonld have passed, it will be readi- 
ly understood, net only how those who participated 
directly in its advantages, but the people them- 
selves, would have been so delud das to believe 
that they gained more by the distr:bntion than what 
they lost by the tariff, especially when the domi- 
nani influence in. the Sate would have been inte- 
rested in creating and keeping up the delusion. 

It is thug that the result of the schere would 
have been to combine and unite into one compact 
mass ike dominant interests of all the States; with 
the great dominant interest of the Union, to perpe- 
‘uate a system of plundering the people of the pro- 
ducts of their labor, especialy the Soath, to be di~ 
vided among thore, with their partisans, who could 
control the politics of the country. It was against 
this daring and profligate scheme that South Caro» 
lina interposed her sovereign authority, and by that 
interposition, as I solemnly believe, saved the Con- 
stitution and the liberty of the country. 

But that step, as béld and decisive as it was, 
could not accomplish all. To save the manufae- 
turing interest; asd avoid the hazard of reaction, it 
was necessary to reduce the duties on the protected. 
articles gradually and slowly. The consequence was 
a continued overflow of the Treasury, ~noiwith: 
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standing the duty oa every article not produced in” 


thecouniry was repealed, amounting in value to 
.oné-half of the whole, fo such’an enormous extent 
had the protective duties been raised. A remedy 
had:tu: be applied to. meet-the corrupting and dan- 
` gerous influence of this temporary surplus, till: the 
gradual reduction of the protective duties under the 
, compromise act would» bring. them to the ordinary 
: Wwants-of the: Government. : There was but one 
remedy; and that. was,to take it from the Treasury. 
‘The flow was too great fr the most lavish expendi- 
tures to.Keep down. I saw, in advance, that such 
would be the case, and, with the design of devising 
a remedy beforehand, moved for a special commit- 


- @ fee, With the view mainly of frecing the Treasury 


‘of its surplus, asthe great source of Executive in- 
fluence and power. Thé committee concurring in 
that opinion, recommended that the Constitution 
should be soumended as to enable Cong.ess to 
make a temporary distribution... The report fully 
explains lhe reasons ior believing there would be a 
large and corrupting. surplus, and why, undsr the 
peculiar circumstances of the case, the distribation 
as-proposed was the only remedy. I bave marked 
B portion of it that will show the opinion I then cn- 
tertaintd:in reference to. distributien, and which I 


ask the Secretary to. read. 
k Second Session Twenty-third Congress, 

Your committee are fully aware of the many and fatal abjec- 
tluns to the disibution of the swplus revenue among the 
Séates, considered as a part of the ordinary and regular tysten 
afthiy Government. ‘They adinit thera to bo as great as can be 
well imagined, The proposition iself that the Governtient 
alvould collect money forthe purpose of sech disiribulion, or 
Should: distibute a surplus forthe purpose of perpetuntiag 
Lawés,1s tou absurd: to require refutation; and yet what wourd 
ba when applicd, &s supposed, eo absurd and pernicious, is, in 
the opiniono your committee, in the present extraordinary 
anddeuply disordered state of our-aflairs, not only useful and 
walutary, but indispensable to the restoration of the body politic to 
a gound Condition; just axsome potent medicine, which it would 
hedaggerous end absurd to ‘prescribo to the ‘healthy, may, to 
thedisersed, pe the only means or arresting the hand of death. 
Disiributivn, as proposed, js not for the preposterous and dan- 
Borous purpose of raising a revenue for distribution, or of dis- 
teibating the surplus as ‘a means of perpetuating a system of 
duiles or taxes, but a temporary mease to dispose ofan una- 
voldable surplus while the rovanue is in the course of reduction 
and which cannot be other lisposed of without greatly ag- 
gravating a discase that threatens the most dangerous conse- 
quences, and which holds out the hope. not only of arresting its 
further progress, but also of restoring the body politie w a slate 
of health aud vigor The truth of this assertion a few obser- 
vations will suffice to iHnstrate, 


. . 
At may, perhaps, be thonght by some, that the power which 
the distribution among the ‘States would bring to bear against 
theexpenditurey and its consequent tendency to retrench the 
Uisbursomenta of the, Government, woukl be go strong as not 
Only to Gurtail useless or improper expenditure, but also the 
ulul and necessary.. Sach, undonbtedly, would be the couse- 
quence, tf the process were too long contiuued; but, inthe pro 
seat irregular and excessive action of tha eysiem when its cxn- 
tripetal force threatens to concentrate al! its powers in a single 
department, the fear that thoaction of this Government will be 
too much reduced by the measure under consideration, in tie 
short peria to witch it is proposed to limitita operation, ia 
without just Mandation, On the contrary, if the propased 
measure should be applied in the present diseased state af the 
Government its eflict would be like chat oF some powerful al- 
torutlve medicine, operaiing just lous enough to changa the 
present Morbid action; bat nut setticiendy Jong to superindace 
‘ another of ay opposite character. 

‘Phe measure recommended was not adopted. 
It was denied, and violently denied, that there 
would be a surplus, and i left.it to time to decile 
wich opinion was correct, A year rolled round, 
and. conclusively decided the point. Instead of 
overraliog, experieace proved I bad greatly under- 
estimated ithe surpius, ax l felvconfiden. al the ime 
bbad, [mare thandcubled even my caleulauon. 
I again revived the measure; bal before i could be 
acted on, instruetions trom State Legis‘atures, with 
intervening elections, turced the majority in the 
Senate, which kad been opposed to the Adminis 
tration, isto a minority. £ aequiesced, and gave 
notice that 1 would not press the measure I had in- 
troduced, and would leave the responsibility with 
the majorly, to devise a remedy for what was at 

: Jast acknowiccged to be a great and dangerous 
TAU felt ihat someinng must be done,and thet 


the 


aud back 
round again, rapidly absorbing every acre of the 
public lands. Noone saw more clearly than the 
Senator from: New York, (Mr. Wricut,] that an 


effectual and speedy ‘renedy was indispensable to 


: prevent an overwhelming catastrophe; and he 


prompily progosed to vest the surplus in the stocks 


: of the State, to which I moved an amendment to 


deposite it in their treasuries; as being more equal 
and appropriate. These were acknowledged to be 
the only alternatives io leaving it in the deposite 
banks. Minesucceeded, and the passage of the 
deposite act; which is now unjustly. denounced, in 
a cer.ain quarter, as distribution, and notas depo- 
site, as it really is, followed. 

As faras I am concerned, the denunciation is 
utterly unfounded. I regarded it then, and still do, 
as simply a deposite—a deposite, to say the leas, 
as constitutional as that in State banks, or Siate 
stocks held by specalators and sloekiobbers on both 
sides of the Atlantic, and faramore just and appro- 
priate thaacither. But while I regard it as a depo- 
site, I did then, aad now do, believe that it should 
never be withdrawn bat if the event of war; when 
it would be found a valuable resource. 

But had it beeg in reality a distribution, it would 
be,in my opinion,\if nöt al‘ogether, in a great mea- 
sure, justified, understhe peculiar circumstances of 
the case. ‘The surppis was not lawfully collected. 
Congress has no right to take a cent from the pco- 
ple, but for the just and consti:utional wants of the 
country. ‘To take more, or for other purposes, as 
in this ease, is neither mere nor less than robbery— 
more criminal for being perpetrated by a trustee ag> 
poin‘ed to guard their interest, It in faet belonged 
to those from whom it was unjustly plundered; and 
if the individuals, a.d the share of each, could 
have been ascertained, it ought, on every principle of 
justice, to have been returned to them. Butas that 


was impossible, the nearest practicable approach to , 


justice was to return it proportionably, as it was, to 
the States, as a deposite, till wanted, for the use of 
the people from whom it was unjustly taken, insiead 
of leaving it with the banks, for their use, which 
had no claims whatever to it, or vesting it in State 
stocks, for the benefit of speculators and stockjob- 
bers. 

As brief as this narative is, I trust it is sufficient 
to show that the advocates of this amendment can 
find nothing in my former opinion or course to 
weaken my resistance to it, or to form the show of 
a precedent for the extraordinary measure which 
it proposes, So far from it, the deposite act, 


“whether viewed in the causes which led to it, or us 


object and effect, stands iv direct contrast with it. 
We stand, sir, hì the midst of a remarkable junc- 
ture in our affairs; the most remarkabie in many 
respects, that has occured since the foundation of 
the Government; nor is it probable that a similar 
one will ever again occur. Thais Government is 
now la't as free to shape ils policy, unembarrassed by 
(visting enzagements or past legislation as ifwas when 
il first wen: into operation, and even more so. The 
entre system of policy oliginating ia the Federal 
cvuso'idanon school has fallen prostrate. We have 
now no funded debi, no National Bank, no econ- 
estion with the batking system, no protective 
tarif. In a word, the paper system, wiih all its 
corrupt and corrupting progeny has, as far as this 
Government is concerued, vanished, leaving nothing 
bat its biter fruits bebind. The great and solema 
question now to be decided is, shall we again re- 
turn and repeat the same system of policy. with 
al} its disasirens ede before us, and under which 
she country is now ering, to be again followed 
with ten fold aggravation; or, profiting by past ex- 
perieBec, seize the precious opportunity to take the 
only course which can save the Constivition and 
iberty of the counuy—that of the old Siate R 
Republican policy of 9982 Suea is the que 
submited for one decision at this deeply imp 
juncture; and on that decision hangs the des 


very much will depend on the President elect. If ke 
should rest kis policy cn the broad and solid princi- 
ples maintained by his native State, in her purest 
and proudest days, bis name will go down te pos- 
tery as one of the distinguished benefactors of the 
country; but, on the contrary, if he should adopt the 
policy indicated by the anendmen!,and- advocated 
by his prominext supporters in this chamber, and 
atempi to erect anew the fallen temple of consoli- 
dation, his overthrow, or that af his country, must be 


the inevitable consequence. 
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SPEECH OF MR. WRIGHT, 
7 OF NEW YORK. í 
In Senate, Wednesday, January 27, 1841—The Pre- 
emption Bill being under consideration, and the 
question being upon the motion of Mr. Crit 

TENDEN to recommit the bill to the Committee 

ön Public Lands, with instructions to reporta bill 

to provide for the distribution of the proceeds of 
the sales of thé lands among the States: 

Mr. WRIGHT said he would occupy d single 
moment to explain the singular state of facts bë- 
fore the Senate, and to put himself right in the 
malter, as he could not hope, at this or any other 
time, to fulfil the expectations which the conversa- 
tion now going on was likely to excite here and 
out of doors: It had been his intention to take part 
in the discussion of the question now before the 
body, but he did not know, until yesterday that 
the honorable Senater from Kentucky [Mr. Cuay] 
was desirous to follow him, or again to address thé 
Senate in the course of this debate. .A private 
conversation between himself and the Senator, on 
that day, had notified him of both facts, and he had 
then manifested the willingness he then and now 
felt to accommodate the distinguished Senator on 
upon both points, 

Sull the discussion; in the course of that day, 
seemed to him to take a wide departure from the 
question before the Senate; and with the collateral 
matters thus drawn into the debate, he had little, 
and did not wish to have any thing more to do: 
His object had been to obtain the floor when they 
should have been disposed of, and he had refrained 
from making the attempt for this day, because it 
was expressly intimated to bim that other Senators 
desired to ozeupy a part, or the whole of it ina - 
continuance of the discussion of those collateral 
topics. He had not, therefore, come to his seat 
with anexpectation of addressing the Senate to day, 
and being reluctant to tarow himself upon its atten- 
tion at any time, he was much more so, when he - 
was consciously unprepared to offer the views he 
wished to present. Yet rather than see the day con- 
sumed, for the purpose of affording him time for 
preparation, and be,in the mean time, the declared 
object of that delay, he would now enter upon the 
task. he had designed to attempt, and would ask the 
Senate to extend to him its patient indulgence, 
while he should pass, as briefly as he might, over 
his too veluminous notes. . i 

He had not desired, if he could have avoided ıt 
consistently with his sense of his public duty, to 
address the Senate atall upon the great question 
which new occupies its atiention, or indeed upon 
the bill to which the proposition now under consi- 
deration relates, but cecssions had ari:en, in the 
course uf the wide discussion, when that duty 
scemed imperative, and now he would endeavor to 
perform it with as Jittle consumption of time as 
possible. i , 

What is the proposition immediately before us? 
It is very simple, and may be perfectly intelligible 
to all wo willtry to understand it. It is to take 
from the permanent revenue of ihe country, at a 
time when that whole revenue is confessedly inade- 
quate to meet the wants of the Treasury, from one» 
fifth to one quarter of its whole amount, and to give 
it away, so far as the National Government and its 
Treasury are concerned; to do this ata time when 
no proposition to supply the ceficicney of revenue 
to be thus caused is directly and practically before 
either House of Cosgrese; and to do this, under 
these circumstances, within five weeks of the close 
ofan annual session of Congress. 5 

This was presenting the question of a distribu- 
tion of the land revene to the States ina manner 
in which it had never before been presented to his 
mind, at least, and he believed ina manner and 
under circumstances which had never before ate 
tended its presentation to Congress, or tothe country. 

In the course of the debate, much had been 
said of former propositions of this character, and 
the high authority of distinguished statesmen had 
been quoted in favor of the policy, In favor of it, 
how? By thus giving away the public revenue, 
whea the Treasury of the people is in want? No! 
Bui by discharging that Treasury from an inconve- 
nient, a vicious, and a dangerous surplus; and- by 
doing that in a constitational mode; in obedience 
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to the will of the Constitution-making power of the 
country. He would go back to the first of these 
high references, in point of time, A distinguished 
Governor of-his own State, (Dewitt Clinton,) now 
deceased, had been quoted as favorable to this 
poti¢y. Favorable to it at such a time as this, and 
ia this shape and way? No, sir. Favorable te it 
by way of reiieving the Treasury from asur- 


plus, expressly reserving avy opinion as to 
the competency of Congress to make the 
disribution under the Constitution as it is, 


and expressly referring to the source of all 
power, the people themselves, as the proper tribu- 
nal to settle all doubis upon that point by an 
amendment of the Constitution. Expressions of 
a subsequent Governor of his State, and of its Le- 
gislature, had also been made matters of reference 
in favor of the policy, but ail these expressions 
would be found accompanied by the same recerva- 
tions cf an opinion as to onr constitutional power 
even to distribute a surplus, and the same refe- 
rences to one great source of power, for authority 
to catry out the measures thus equivocally recom- 
mended. : 


The late President Jackson had also been re- 
peatedly quoted asa friend to this distribution po- 
licy, and quotations from several of ‘his early 
messages had been read to the Senate ti show his 
views. Tis was fair as to him and fair as to the 
question: but what were his views as thus given 
by himself? To distribute the revenue, when the 
Treasury wasin want? No, far from that. They 
were. to relieve the Treasury froma surplus. And 
did he express the opinion that Congress possessed 


the constitutional power to make the distribution.” 


No. So far from it, he expressly, in bis first mes- 
sagein which the srbject is mentioned, and an ex- 
stract from which was, buta few days ago, read 
to the Senate, recommended an appeal to the pecple 
to amend the Constitution to reach the cbject. 
In that same message, in conformity with his pro- 
fessed principles and uniform practice, he says 
these appeals should be made in all cases where a 
reasonable doubt exists, and the exercise of a power 
not expressly granted is suppesed to be desirable. 
He considers such appeals not dangerous to any 
sound policy, but heal:hfuland salutary in their 
very nature. And why did he favor a distribu- 
tion at all? He tells us it was because the country 
was then. threatened with a surplus revenue; that 
when the national debt should be fu.ly paid, such 
a surplas must accumulate, unless our revenue 
laws were materially modified, and that be did not 
anticipate that the public opinion would sanction 
modifications so sudden and extensive as would be 
required to bring the revenue with'n the wants of 
the Treasury His only object was to devise a 
safe and constitutional mode of disposing cf that 
surplus which did accumulate from 1834 to 1837, 
and whieh brought upon the country many of the 
evils under which it suffers to this day, and upen 
this Government the very extravagances in cX- 
pehditure of which his political opponents had so 
loudly and perseveringly complained; bat he did 
not propose even the distribution of so misehiévous 
a surplus, without an amendment of the Ceastitu- 
tion which should expressly confer the power to 
do it. : 

The bigh-authorities, then, to which reference 
had been made, were not authorities for the propo- 
sition now before the Senate. They had proposed 
to distribute surpluses only, not current revenue of 
which the Treasury was in daily want; and even 
such a distribution as they suggested was always 
with them a question of constuutional power, which 
they proposed to refer to the sovereign people, the 
source of power under oar system Ti was that 
question, preminently, which he proposed to dis- 
cuss, and ke woull proceed to that discussion, 
merely remarking that he felt most sensibly his ina- 
bility to conduet the argument as itsimportance re- 
quired... The consciousness of this fact had, from 
day to day, deterred him from making the atlempr, 
until further delay. might be, on his part, a criminal 
neglect of a high dety. Thathe might now have 
the attention of the body, as far as their great pa- 
tlence would permit, gentlemen would pardon him 
for, saying that he believed, in his heart, if ke 
could do jastice to the facts and the fair conclu- 


s.ons from them, this would be the last occasion 
upon which the word “distribution,” in the sense 
in which it is here used, would be heard in the 
halls of Congress, under our present Constitution, 
and with an empty ‘Treasury. Now to the discus- 
sion. : 

His first proposition was one which he was sure 


would not be controverted from any quarter. It- 


was, that all the powers of Congress rest-upon, and 
are derived from, the Constitution of the United 
States, and that it has no single power which is not 
granted by that instramen’. 

His next proposition involved the great point in 
controversy, and must be disputed, or he trasted 
the distribution policy would be xbandoned: until 
the constitutional power to adopt it should be con- 
ferred. He would state it, as follows: The power 
conferred upen Congress by the Constitution over 
the money derived -from the sales of the public 
lands, and constituting the proceeds of these lands, 
which the proposition before the Senate declares 
shall be distributed to the States, is identical with, 
and in no way different from, the power of Con- 
gress over all other money and property of the 
-United States, however derived, or in whatever 
shape existing, within the exclusive contro! of Con- 
gress, 

He found bat two provisions of the Constitu- 
tion material to the feir and full discussion apt this 
broad proposition; and those he would read “in the 
order ihey were found in the instrument. Tne first 
was in article first, section eighth, clause first, and 
in these words: 

‘The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, du- 
ties, imposts, and excises; 10 pay the debts and provide for 
the common defence and general inelfure of the United States: 


bucall duties, imposts, and excises, shall be uniform through- 
out the United States.” 


His readivg ef this provision of the Constitu- 
tion was, that the power ‘to lay and collect taxes, 
dailes, imposts, and excises,” was given to Con- 
gress for the purpose of paying the debis, and pro- 
viding for the common difence and genral welfare of 
the United States. He knew a very different read- 
ing had been sometimes contended fer, and that 
the second clause of the sentence, instead of being a 
limitation upon the powers gran‘ed in the first, had 
been supposed to confer distinct and soparaie 
powers of itvelf. Uader this esnstruction, the 
reading would be to give Congiess power “to Jay 
and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises,” 
and power “to pay the debts, and provide for the 
common defence and general welfare of the United 
States.” Tt was not his presint object to. enter into 
a discussion of the correctness or incorreciness of 
either of these constructions, but simply to state 
what he be‘isved to be the correct g,as he 
bad done. Nir was he now to enter into argu- 
mentof any sortin relation to ihis “general wel- 
fare” claase of the Constitution. pie luo well re- 
membered the volumes which had been writien 
upen the subject, without accomp! shing any ether 

posa than to snow the radical differeace ia the 
governed the 
Sin construl 


two great contending po- 
il, from 


eg that instr 


Tohism 
of power atall, 
powers conferred by ch immediately 
precedes it; and he brite 3, at the prevent 
time, was a much more universally reecived 
opinion of the couetry, than at a former pe- 
tied. Ya any event, if there should be advocates 
for the distribution of the proceeds of the puble 


& grant 
ation spon the 


fe 


lands, who seek the power to pass a jaw for that 
purpose in th! yelfare clause, it will be 


fr them to show that civing money from the eom» 
mon Treasury t> the separate S ates, to bs expended 
upon objec s exclusively of a State character, ts, | 
fanness of langusge and intendment, to provide 
for “the general welfare of the United States,” in 
tbrir untied cspacity, as eeniradistivguished from 
the individua! Siates as sovereign and independent 
Governments and communities, and which, as 
such, constitutionally hold their separa'e general 
welfare in their separate and independent keeping. 
The other cluuse of the Constitution to 
had referred, was the sccond clause of the third 
section of the fourth article, in the following words: 
“The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all 
needful rules and regulations respecting the Derriiory, or other 


which he. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


property belonging to the United States; and-nothing inthe 
Constitution shali be so consirued as to prejudice any claims of 
the Untied Stutes, or of any particular Stale.” r ‘ 

The power here cosferred is over the “territory, ` 
or oiher property belonging to the United States: | 
terms as broad as could have been used to. include* 
every thing which is property, and’ belongs to the 
United States, while the word “territory,” instead 
of lands or public domain, clearly shows that that |. 
single enumeration of a single description of pro- 
perty had not reference to the public domain sime 
ply, in the common acceptation of those terms as 
used by us, but was intended to embrace all lands 
and soils “helon zing to the United States," however 
and wherever situated, for whatever use and put- 
pose heid, and however acquired—all. territory. 
The power conferred is identical over the “territo- 
ry,” and over the other “property,” and itis to 
“dispose of” both, and “make all needful rules and 
regulations respecting” both. The grant.of power 
is as broad as the terms “territory” aud “property;” 
and the whole grant is alike applicable to. both and 
either, and to every part and parcel of each. Who, 
ther, shall say that this provision of the Constitu- 
tion gives to Congress a power over the publié do- 
main of the country, which it does not give over 

ny other property of the United States? : That it 
authorizes Congress to give away the public lands, 
and does not give the same authority to give away, 
the public money? ‘That it confers: the. power 
to distribute to the States, for their ‘separate 
use, the money in the Treasury arising from the 
sales of the public Jands, and does not confer the 
same authority to distribute in the same manner, 
and for the same purposes, any oiher money in the 
Treasury belonging to the United States, from 
whatever source derived? That it authorizes the 
distribution of the proceeds of the public domain, 
usually so called, and does not authoriz> a like dise 
tribution of the proceeds of any other portion of the 
“territory” of the United Stat s? That the lands : 
can be sold to raise money- for distribution, and not. . 
the fortifications, ships, arms, and any other like. 
‘cerritory” and “property” belonging to the United 
States? That the property of the country, as cone. ; 
tradistinguished from its money, may be made a 
fund for distribution by a sale and conversion into 
money, while the money itself required to purchase 
the property cannot beso distributed? That all 
money in the Treasury, and belonging to the United ° 
States, from whatever source derived, is not as 
much “property belonging to the United States,” 
as “the territary or other property” mentioned in 
this constitutional provision, and as much sabject 
to the power of Congress, therein granted over 
“the territory or other property,” either for distri- 
bution to the States, er for any o'her application or 
expenciture? : 

He would not for a moment suppose that con- 
tradietions of ihis character cou'd be contended for 
by any Senator; and he must, therefure, suppose 
chat the only ground upon which this proposed dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the public lands was to 
be adveested and defended, was that the deeds: of 
ccs.ion of the public domain from the States to the 
United States, }nid ths foundation for a “claim” to: 
tribution upon some principle, and thus 
zhi the proposition within the terms of the last 
clause of the coastitutional provision last referred 
to, in ihe fullowing werds: “And nothing in- this 
Coostitution shall be so construed as to prejudice 
any claims of the Unitd States, or of any: parucular 
State.” ` 

That this policy is urged under this clause of the 
constitutional provision is made more. probable, 
from the fact that its adyecates have usvally re- 
ferred to the cessions fromthe States, and the pay- 
ment of the debt of the Revolution, -as facts upon 
which the right to the distribution on the part of the 
Statss, and the authority tomake it on the part of 
Congress,.were both to be rested. It would be ne- 
cessary, therefore, to examine the deeds of cession, 
and see whether they furnished any foundation for 
“claims” on the part of the Siates, or any of them, 
within the méaning of the provisisn of the Conati- 
tation above quoted, or of a power on the part-of 
Congress to satisfy such ‘“‘claims” in the way pto- 
posed. O o, oe 

Upon this point his examinations had. induced 


iH Con... 2ND SES. 


_APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Jan. 1841. g 


o  Pre-emption Law—Mr. Wright. 


Senate, = 


‘him:te-come to the following conciusion, and he 
“now: stated. jt in the form-of a proposition, |. 

The- deeds of cession; from the States of that part 
of the public domain held by and under those ces- 
sions, do" hot contain any thing- which gives the 
Sates 

“ofthe publie ands, or. to the © proceeds thereof, 

- whieh do not equally exist against all other ““terri- 

toryor property belonging to the United Staies;” 
those deeds of cession contain any thing 

i confers upoh Congress any other or different 
po wer the ceded Jands; or the proceeds from 

* the sales thereof, than that possessed by the grant 
oftheConstitution ever “the territory and property 

` belonging: to the United States,” acquired in any 
other manner, 

A‘brief reference to the cessions would establish 
this proposition. The States which made cessions 
under'the Articles of Confederation, znd before the 
adoption of the Constitution, were five in number, 
and the’ order of the cessions, in point of time, were 
as follows: 

1 re se of cession executed Ist March, 

7 lL fs i ‘ 
ee of cession executed Ist March, 

Massachusetts—Deed of cession executed 19th 
April, 1785. 

Connecticut—Deed of cession executed 13th Sept. 
1786. 

South Carolina.~-Deed of cession executed 9:h 
August, 1787. 

‘All thre deeds of cession above enumerated were 
executed by the delegates representing the States 
named; in the Cong ess of the Confederation, and 
in ¢onformity to laws passed by the Legislatures of 
thé rispective States, conferring the power upon 

, thair delegates in the Congress to make the cessions 
| for'them respectively. Ele had carefully examined 
those’State laws, and the dee!s executed by their 
authority, and had foun: that, in the terms of the 

Grants and the estaies conveyed, the authority thus 

conferred upin the grantors had been exrefally fol- 

lowed, It would not be necessary, therefore, for 

him to make a reference to the laws. One to the 

deeds executed under under them would be suffi- 

cient. And here again his references might be ma- 
_ tenally abbreviated, as he found all the grants sab- 
stantially following either the form adopted by 
New. York, or that adopted by Virginia, and ex- 

acts from those two deeds would show the nature 
and character and extent of the estate conveyed in 
all the five cases. 

‘Before he re:d the extracts it would be profitable 
to make a remark, that the peeuhar language of 
the deeds might be more fully understood and 
nghtly appreciated. There was, at the time of 
these cession:, no Union, buta simple Conredera- 
tion, an alliance, of the o'd thirteen States. The 
common Government was called a Congress, but 
it waStiore hke a Congress of Nations than hke 
thé present Congress. of the United States. Ali the 
States, however represenied, were equal in that 
body;and ithad no power to act coereively either 
upon the States; or the people of the | States, 
in’ the raising. of revenue, cr the imposition 
of taxes. of any cheracier. When money was 
wanted for the purposes of the common Go- 
verament, the Congress determived the sum 
to be raised, apportioned it among the States 
according ta arule established in the Articles of 


Confederation, and eatled upon each State to raise | 


its proportion, in its owa way, by virtue of its own 
taxing powers, aud through the agency of its own 
affairs. -Ir these facts are borne constantly in mind, 
the language used in the deeds of cession wili be 
perfectly: intelligible. i 

The State ot New York did “cede, transfer, and 
forever relinquish, to and for the only we and 
“benéfit.of such of the Siates as are, or shall þe- 
come, parties to the Articles of Confederation, all 
thexight, litle, interest, jurisdiction, and claim; of. the 
tate'of New York, to all lands and territories 
oithward and westward of the boundaries 


ed and: 
and appropriated in. such manner only as ihe Con- 
gress of, the said United or Confederated Slates shall 
order and direet.” +- 


or any of them, “claims” -to those portions i 


jhe. said Siale is in manner aforesaid | 
ricied, and to be granted, disposed of, 


~ Tae Legislature of the State of Virginia, in the 
act authorizing and directing the cession, ensct that 
the lands ceded “shall be considered a common 
fund for the use and benefit of such of the United 
States as have become, or shall. become, members 
of the Confederation, or Federal alliance, of the 
said States, Virginia inclusive, according to their 
usual respective proportions in the general charge 
and expenditure, and shall be faithfully and bona 
Jide disposed of for that purpose, and for no other 
use or purpose whaisoever;” and her delegates in 
the Congress, in obedience to that act, “transfer, 
assign, and make over, unto the United States in 
Congress assembled, for the benefit of the said 
States, Virginia inclusive, all right, title, and claim, 
as well of soil as of jurisdiction, which the -said 
Commonwealth hath to the territory, or tract of 
country, withia the limits of the Virginia charter, 
situate, lying and being to the northwest of the 
river Chio, to and for the uses and purposes, and on 
the conditions of the said recited act.” 

Such were the terms employed, and such the 
estates granted by the States of New York and Vir- 
ginia, and the other three States named followed 
substantially the one or the other of these furms in 
their cessions subsequently made. All the five 
States granted all they had, all they owned, and all 
they “claimed,” in the lands ceded by them respec- 
tively, and what was that? It was, at mos!, the 
sovereigaty, the jurisdiction of Government, and 
as appurtenant to these the right to purchase th: 
lands from the Indians. Perhaps it would be more 
teconically proper tosvy that the States granted the 
soil, the fee, of the land, with the sovereignty and 
jurisdiction, aud the appurtenant right to purchase 
the posseysary interests cf the Indians. The sub- 
stance is the same, however, as each State granted 
all it had, “all its right, nue, interest, and “claim,” 
in the language cf the deeds. 

Is there, then, in any of these deeds, any condi- 
tion of reversion? any specific appropriation of the 
proceeds of the lands, with remainder over to all 
orany of the States? None whatever. The grants 
were “for the only uee and benefit of such of the 
States as are, or shall become, parties to the Arti- 
cles of Confederation;” “for the benefit of the said 
States, Virginia inclusive;” and the proceeds were 
to be ‘a common fund for the use and benefit of 
such of the United Sates as have become, or shall 
become, members of the Confederation, or Federal 
alliance of the said States,” the granting State in- 
clusive, “according to their usual respective pro- 
portions in the getleral charge and expenditure.” 
The S:ates, under the Confederation, paid their re- 
spective proportions of the charge and expenditure 
of the esmmon Government by States, aud each 
was to receive from the preceeds of the ceded lands 
ashare exsc'ly in proportion to its share of the 
common cherge. Jn other words, its proportion of 
that charge to be raised by taxation upon its own 
citizeas was to be diminished by its proportion of 
the proceeds of the lands, which proceeds were to 
be a “commen fund” fur the benefit, in that way, 
ofall the States, parties to the alliance, The com- 
mon Governsient, the Congress, was to “dispose 
cf” ine tands, bat for that purpose, and no ether. 
Such was the siate cf things under the Confede- 
ration. 

The difficulties about these lands retarded the 
consummation of the Confederacy. The States 
which did not claim any of the ceded lands as 
within their limits, did elaim & common right with 
the other States in them, contending that they were 
not the separate property of certain Stetes, but a 
part of the royal domain of the British crown, won 
by conquestin the war of the Revelation, at the 
e¢.mrion expense and peril of all the States, par- 
ties to the war, and that they were tbus, of right, 
made the common preperty of all. The State of 
Maryland, though as active and patriotic in the 
prosecution of the war as. her sister States, did not 
subscrite to the Articles of Confederation until the 
day of the date cf the New York deed of cession, 
standing out exclusively upon her claim to a com- 
mon right in these lands. 

The. Constitution was formed in 1787, subse- 
queatly adopted by the States, they being the same 
Siates which were parties to the Confederation, or 
Federal alliance, and consequently to the deeds of 


~e2ssion, and the new Government went into operā- 


tion on the 4th of March, 1789, Still the cessions 
were imperfec’? The States of North Carolina 
and Georgia, claiming large portions of the West- 
ern lands as within their respective chartered limits, 
had made no cessions to the common Governament. . 
They did, however, subsequently cede, not~ to the 
confederation, bat to the Union, at the following 
dates. ; 

North Carolina-—Deed of cession executed 25th 
February, 1790. ; 

Georgia—Deed of cession execnted 16ih June,. 
1802. : 
The deeds from these two States were,in all mate- 
rial respects, so far as this argument is concerned, 


_ similar to those executed by the. five States before 


named. They, like the other deeds, contain no 
reversionary clauses, no specific applications of 
ihe proceeds of the lands, with remainders over to 
the granting States, or any other, but expressly 
declare the ceded lands “a common fund” fer 
the benefit of the Union to which they ceded. 

The fact that these States had not made cessions 
at the time of the formation of the Constitution, 
may and probably does account for the insertion, in 
thatinstrument, of the clause last above quoted, ‘and 
nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed 
as to prejudice any claims of the United States, or 
of any particular State.” What has been before 
said will show that other States did claim a. com- 
mon right in the unceded lands, not as their indivi- 
dual and separate property, but as the. property of 
the nation, of the Confederation before the Consti- 
tuton, of the Union afterwards. Still the ceding 
States claimed them as their several property, and 
hence the language, that the Constitution should not 
“prejudice any claims of the United States, or of 
any particular State,” If this conjecture be well 
foundeJ, the deeds of cession from these two States 
put at rest forever the “claims” referred to of all 
the parties interested, by the surrender and relin- 
quishment on the one side, and the acceptance and 
satisfaction on the other, ` 

Be that, however, as it may, there is not, upon 
the face of any of these deeds, any. ground for 
“claims” in favor of any or all of the States against 
the United States, beyond the obligation upon the 
latter. to administer the common fund constituted 
by the cessions for the common benefit of the whole 
Union, and the right of the former to have it so 
administered. ‘Whatever may have been the pow- 
ers of Congress over this fu id, under the Confede- 
ration, is not now material, as the parties to the 
Confederation are the same parties which formed 
and adopted the Constitution, and voluntanly 
merged the old in the new Government, with new, 
and d-fferent, andd:fined powers. The Congress 
under the Constitution cannot look behind that in» 
trament for either powers or prohibitions, not even 
to these deeds of cession, or to any other act.of a 
single State, or of the confederated States. If it 
possess any power over this common fund consti- 
tuied by the deeds of cession, that power must be 
found in the Coxstitution, and be exercised in obe- 
dience to its provisions. This willbe admitted as 
to the two cessions made subsequent to the Consti- 
ution, and to the Union, and no man has ever yet 
been found to contend that the different portions of 
the ceded lands are subject to different rules of dis- 
pesition, or that the powers of Congress over them 
are different. Silli:is worthy of remark, in this 
connection, that the power conferred by all the 
deeds of cession was “to dispose” of the lands, and 
the power conferred by the Constitution is “to dis- 
pose,” &c. of the “territory or other property” of 
the United States. 

It is said, however, that these lands were, in fact, 
ceded to pay the debt of the Revolution, and, that 
debt being paid, that there is an equitable right in 
favor of the States to a reversion of the funds, or 
to the remainder of the proceeds, for their indivi- 
dual and separate use. Indeed, so confidently was 
this opinion entertained by one honorable Senator, _ 
and he too a distinguished lawyer, [Mr. CRITIEN" 
DEN] that he had, upon a former occasion, said he 
verily believed, if a suit in chancery could be in- 
stituted against the Government, the Siates would 
obtain a decree for the retrocession òf the lanis, or 
a distribution of their preeseda, 20 0. a 
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Had this assumption that the lands were ceded 
for the specific purpose of paying the debt of the 
Revolution any foundation in fact? The assump- 
tion, so far as he bad been able to ascertain its 
foundation, was rested upon the resolution of the 
old Congress, of the 10ih of October, 1780. That 
resolution was in the following words: 


“Resolved, That the unappropriated lands that may be ceded 
or relinquished to the United States, by any particular State, 
pursuant to the recommendation of Congress of the 6th day of 
September last, shall be disposed of for the common benefit 
of the United States, and be settled and formed into distinct Re- 
publican States, which shall become members of the Federal 
Union, and have the same rights of soverzigaty, freedom and 
independence, as the other States; that each State which shall 
be so formed, shal! contain a suitable extent of territory, not 
Jess than‘one hundred nor more than one hundred and fifty 
miles square, or as near thereto as circumstances will admit: 
That the necessary and reasonable expenses which any par- 
ticular State shull have incurred since the commencement of 
of the present war, in subduing any British posis, or in 
maintaining forts or garrisons within and for the defence, 
or in acquiring any part of the territory that may be ceded or 
relinquished to the United States, shall be reimbursed: 'Yhat 
the said lands shall be granted orsettled atsuch times and under 
such regulations as shall hereafier be agreed on by the United 
States, in Congress assembled, or any nine or more.of them,” 

Here is a promise of a specific appropriation of 
the proceeds of the lands, or other means, fora 
certain object, namely, to reimburse the States the 
necessary and -reasonable expenses incurred by 
them, after the commencement of the war, in sub- 
duing British posts within the ceded territory—in 


maintaining forts and garrisons within and 
for the defence of the ceded territory, or in 
acquiring any part of the ceded territory. 


These items of expenditure were made claims 
in favor of the States agains! the United Sates, 
but not claims upon the lands particularly. They 
were to be claims in favor of the particular States 
incurring the expenses against the common Frea- 
sury, and might be paid from the proceeds of sales 
of the lands, or from any other means, as 
the United States shou'd choose. The cessions 
were not to be made conditional and dependent up- 
on the payment of these expenses, and no such 
condition is found in any one of the deeds of ces- 
sion. Yet this was a sort of specific obligation 
connected with the cessions, but not to pay the debt 
of the Revolution, or any portion of it which was 
a charge against the common Government. It was 
simply an obligation to pay certain specified ex- 
penses which had been incurred during the war, by 
particular States, in acquiring the land, or in de- 
fending it. - 

While, then, this reso'ution furnishes no ground 
for the assumption that the lands were ceded for the 
specific purpose of paying the debt of the Revolu- 
tion, with any legal or equitable reversion ta the 
States, or remainder over in the proceeds a‘ter the 
payment of that debt, it does farnish, in this very 
Stipulation to reimburse to the ceding States all the 
expenses incurred by them in acquiring and de- 
fending the lands, the strongest circumstantial evi- 
dence that no such reversion or remainder, either 
equitable or legal, was contemplated, and that no 
oiher obligation cr indeb'edness was contracted by 
the common Government to the States than that 
menticned and directly assumed. That obligation 
has been long since discharged. Those expenses 
of the States we.e assumed and paid by this Go- 
vernment, together with thcir separate debts con- 
tracted to carry on the war of the Revolution, and 
both together formed a part of that mass of na- 
tional debt which this Government has finally paid. 
No claim, therefore,in favor of any State, can now 
be sustained upon this part of tre resolution, and 
none other of a pecuniary character was incurred 
by it. 

The deed of cession of Massachusetts makes ex- 
press reference to this resolution, and declares that 
the cession of that State is. made in conformity with 
it, A reference is made in this resolution to a re- 
commendation of Congress of the 6th of Septem- 
ber, 1780. Thatis a report and resolution adopt- 
ed in consequence of certzin instructions from the 
State of Maryland to her delegates, re:pecting the 
Articles of Confederation,and containing a decisra- 
tion as to her common righ's in the lands, the act 
of the Legislature of the State of New York au- 
thorizing her cession, and a remonstrance from the 
State of Virginia, upon the same general subjects, 
all. before Congress at the same time, and all re- 
ferred to the same commitice of the body, which 
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made the report, and proposed a resolation, by 
way of recommendation to the States here referred 
to. This repert and jesolution is no other way 
important to this discussion, than to show, as part 
of the history ef the period, that the cessions from 
the States were urged—not so much on the ground 
of the pecuniary benefit to be derived to the com- 
mon Goverament, as to promote harmony among 
the States, to perfect the alliance, and Lring into 
the Confederation the State of Maryland, which 
State declined to sub cribe to the Articles of Con- 
federation, in consequence of diffsrences about 
these lands. A reference to this report was to him 
amatter of the highest gratificaticn, as it presents 
the State which he has the honor in part to repre- 
sent here, foremost in the exhibition of that pauio- 
tie liberality, which did finally perfect the alliance, 
cement the Union of the States, and lead to the 
glorious consequences, the blessings of which we 
now enjoy. 

Nothing, however, is found in any of these pro- 
ceedings upon which to found the assumption that 
the cessions were made for the specific object of 
paying the debt of the Revolution; but, on the con- 
trary, the report and both resolutions, rebut that 
assumption directly, and exhibit other and higher 
objects as moving the States to ‘those egrants—ob- 
jects connected with the harmony of the States, the 
Union of the States, and, consequently, with their 
success in the fearful struggle which was to deter- 
mine the question of our independent existence as 
a nation. fle felt authorized to conclude, there- 
fore, that this assumption had no foundation in 
fact,and could not besustained by the history of 
the transactions; end it falling, the assumed rights 
of reversion or remainder in the States, to the lands, 
or their proceeds, supposed to flow from and rest 
upon it, must fall with it. 

Sull another ground is assumed, however, and 
that is, that an equitable right to the nett proceeds 
of these lands, after the payment of debt ef the Re- 
volution, results in favor of the States, notwith- 
standing there are not, in the deeds of cession, or 
jn any of the proceedings on the part of the Slates, 
or of the United States, any terms or conditions of 
reversion, any reservations of remainders, or any 
specific application of the fund to the payment of 
that debt. This broad assumption of an equily 
would require examination in various aspects. 

' The first step in this examination would seem to 
him to be to inquire to what partiss this equitable 
reversion, cr right, not claimed as matter of Jaw, or 
of fair legal inference from the deeds, but as a ge- 
neral equity, without specified foundation, would 
enure, in ease the right should be recognised? 
Could it be to any other partie: than those making 
the grants? He thought not. It was found that 
there was no reversion in terms, and no remainder 
reserved, either to the ceding States, or to all the 
States, and the claim was one of mere equity, with- 
out legal foundation, and said to result from the 
conveyances. Could such a claim result to parties 
not known, not thought of, not in existence, at the 
time the grants were made? He admitted the 
right of any grantor of an estate to secure remain- 
ders and reversions to any parties he might choose, 
whether in existence or not at the time of thegrant; 
but he could not conceive of a resulting legal. right, 
much less ofa resulliiog equity, to an entire stranger 
to the c:nveyance, to one of whose existence the 
grantor had not a thought, and towards whom there 
could have been no intention of making the grant. 
The claim is that of a mere legal, or equitable, con- 
sequence. Itis rested upon the assumption that 
the estate conveyed was a mere trust, that the trusts 
have been fulfil'ed in the payment cf the debt of 
the Revolution, and that, in the absence of other 
express provision, a reversicn, legal or equitable, 
follows. Fellows to whom? To what parties? To 
any but the grantors? Certainly net. It wascom- 
petent for them to have secured remainders aad re- 
versions to whatever parties they pleased; but it is 
admitted that they did not do so to any parties, by 
the terms of their grants. H, therefore, any such 
resulting right can be sustained, it must be in favor 
of the seven ceding States only, and upon the prin- 
ciple that whatever remains from an estate granted, 
beyond the full purpose and object cf the grant, as 
| well by legal as by equitable consequence, reverts 


to the grantor. In other words, what is not grante. 
ed is retained, and when. the grant is salisfied the 
remainder, if any, rests where it did before the 

grant. ` ‘ ; 

_ If this position be wrong, and the deeds of ces- 
sien are susceptible of a construction which’ will 
make this equitable remainder, or reversion, enure 
to the benefit of all the States, yet the claim as- 
sumes that the lands have been a mere (rust in the 
hands of the Feder] Government, a trust to pay 
the debt of the Revolution simply; and that the 
remaining, or reversionary claim in favor of the 
States is one exclusively equitable, there being 
neither the specific application of the fund, nor the 
resuiting right expressed ia the grants. In this 
sense the equity mus’, of course, be claimed from 
the trustee, subject to all equitable demands against 
the estate in his hands. How, then, will this claim, 
interposed in favor of the States to the proceeds of 
the public lands stand, upon a fair adjustment of 
accounts betwehn the trustee and the cestui que trusts; 
between: the United States, which have held and 
managed the fund, and the several States in whose 
favor the claim is made? 

It has already been seen that, so far ag ihe pecu- 
niary interests were concerned, the States did not 
convey a clear title, but the mere right to purchase 
snch a title from the Indians. The trustee, thera- 
fore, must make this purchase to bring the trast 
fund ino a productive state at all, or to render it 
possib!e to perform the trust, which is assumed to 
be the pay meat of the debt of the Revolution. If 
these be sound positions, there is a very short way 
of showing that the equity in the remainder, or re- 
version, whatever it may be, and however clearly 
it may exist, cannot yet attach, because the nett 
annual proceeds of the lands do not now, and are 
not anticipated for the year to come, to be equal to 
the current charges upon the Treasury, for the 
purchase of the Indian titles, and that branch of 
the Revolutionary debt yet undischarged. Two 
items only of the current ordinary expenses of. the 
Government wiil demonstrate this fact. 

The Indian annuities are debts contracted for the 
purchase of the Indian title to these lands, and. the 
Revolutionary pensions are, upon every fair princi- 
ple of equity, a part of that debt which’ it is, as- 
sumed the lands were to pay. It might be sad, 
that these pensions were mere gratuities, discon- 
nected from the legal debt at the time of the ces- 
sions, and, therefore, not legally chargeable upon 
the fund thus provided for the payment of that debt. 
Admit this objection, in its legal sense, and what 
is its equitable aspect? Why have the pensions 
been granted? Is it not because resolmions of the 
Congress held out inducements to enter the militas 
ry service of the country which were not tu’ filled, 
and because the currency in which the soldiers in 
that memorable war were paid was valueless? 
Were not these, then, equitable claims against t^e 
United States, and are not the payments equitable 
charges upon a fund dedicated to the payment of 
the Revolutionary debt, before a mere inferential 
and consequential equity can sweep away that fund? 
It did not appear to him that the point admitted-of 
argument. It was too clear for discussion, and too 
just for resistance. He would state the acecunt 
current between the Treasury and the lands, upon 
this simple principle, and see what was the equita- 
ble remainder cr reversion to the States. i 

The actnal amount payable to the various Indian 
tribes annually from the public Treasnry, asan» 
nuities secured to them by different ireaties, and 
as interest npon money stipulated by treaty to be 
permanently invested, and not yet iavested, as 
shown by a statemest in bis hand, carefully pre- 
pared at the Indian Office, is $817,793. 00 
The actual payments from the Trea- 
sury for Revolutionary pensions, 
for the year 1839, as shown by a 
statement from the office of the 
Second Comptroller of the Trea- 
sury, and now before him, were 


2,956,135 7 


Making, together, an amount of an- 
nuities for Indian Jands, and pen- 
sions to sfficers and soldiers of 
the Revolution, payable annual'y 


from the National Treasury, of $3,773,998 18 
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The ‘estimated receipts into the 
Treasury from the sales of the 
public lands for the present year 
are just about the same as the ac- 
taal receipts of the last year, and - 


< either sum is oa >. 3,500,060 00 


This will leave an annual balance 
~ of the annuities and. Revolution- 
Ary pensions, over and above the 
‘whole current proceeds. of the 
; Jands,‘of ice - - $273,928 75 
` | This will bé about the true state of tbings for the 
last and the present years. It is true that the pay- 
ments for Revolutionary pensions are now dimi- 
nishing, from the death of the pensioners, more ra- 
pidly than they are increased by new applications 
and admissions under the existing laws, and this 
diminution will be annually more and more rapid, 
if further legislation dees not prevent it. It is also 
irue that many of the Indian annuities are for 
terms of years, and the expiration of such annui- 
ties may sink the amount of payments under that 
head, if new treaties do not make a corresponding 
addition. Soalso the annual sales of lands may 
“be extended in future years, and thus this. compari- 
son be changed. But at present there are no nett 
proceeds from the lands, if these two single 
items are made an annual charge upon them. Still 
there are consiant annual charges of the highest 
necessity, which are not included here, and which, 
by ihe admission of all, should be deducted to ar- 
rive at the nett proceeds for distribution. He re- 
ferted to the ordinary expenses of the land system, 
of the General Land Office here, of the various lo- 
cal land offices, of surveys, and all those classes of 
expenditures which are paid by annual appropria- 
tions fromthe Treasury, and not by commissions 
upon the money collected. These expenses cannot 
fall short of, and are more likely to exceed, half a 
million annually. He had caused them to be as- 
certaiaed for the five years, commencing with 1833 
and ending with 1837, to be used for another pur 
pose, and during that period they averaged more 
than one million per annum. Those, however, 
were years, or at least some of them, when the 
‘surveys and sales were unusually extensive. Still 
half that average, he thought, could not be exces- 
sive for ordinary years. ` lt should not be forgotten 
that no mention ishere made of annual payments 
Tor holding new treaties, for new purchases of land 
froid the Indians, and for the many other constant 
but uncertain expenditures growing out of the ac- 
quirement of tile, management, and sale of these 
lands, and nothing is said of the expenses of the 
frequent Indianu wars which have attended the exe- 
cution of the various. treaties, and the clearing the 
lands from Indian possession. 

He would now pass to another part of the argu- 
ment. Tle had already said that the right of the 
States to the distribution proposed, and the power 
and. duty of Congress to make it, had heen attempt- 
cd to be tested upon the deeds of cession from the 
States tothe United States, and the alleged object 
aud purpose of those cessions. He had previously 
attempted to show that neither those deeds, nor any 
of the proceedmgs, either on the part of the States, 
or the United States, presented any resting place 
for the assumptions in question. He might, how- 
eve,, have been mistaken in his effurts to accom- 
plisn that object, and it would be too great an ex- 
hibition of vanity on his part to say he had accom- 
plished what he had hoped to accomplish upon 
those points. Efe must, therefore, pursue the ar- 
gament further. Suppose he had wholly failed to 
establish those positions, a consequence followed 
from which there was no escape, and that he 

: would now state. 

No rght of the States, or power or daty of Con. 
gress, based upon the deeds of cession, could apply 
to any-other than the ceded territcry. This must 
be admitted, for whether the cessions contained 
upon their face ‘reversionary rights to the ceding: 
Slates, or remainders over to all the States, no such 
rigtits could attach, ‘or be. valid, either in law or 
equity, beyond thé Jimits and interesis of the estate 
covered by the deeds; the estate to which the gran- 
torsin the deeds claimed title or intereste He 
would not for a moment presunic that any Senator 


would attempt to push the right of the States to a 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands upon 
such grounds beyond this limit, and he would there- 
fore proceed to show how far short of the ground 
covered by the proposition before the Senate this 
justification of its principle and equity would be 
found to cover. í 

The boundaries of the cessions wére, invariably, 
all the lands situate without and beyond certain 
defined -limits, northerly, westerly, or southerly, 
and without any prescribed extent, or specified 
limit, north, west, or south. The limits of the 
ceding „States in those directions were fixed and 
defined, and the grants were of all the lands be- 
longing to the granting State without and beyond 
its boundaries. The most which can be asked, 
therefore, as the outer limits of the ceded lands, is 
the outer limits of the United States as established 
by the definitive trealy of peace of 1783. This 
must follow from the fact that the lands, whether 
in fact the property of the Confederation of States, 
or of the seven ceding States, were held by con- 
quest in the war of the Revolution, and cannot be 
supposed to extend beyond the boundaries fixed in 
the treaty which terminated the war, and fixed the 
limits of territory for tke belligerent parties. The 
western and southern of these boundaries are now 
alone material, as the northern and nerthwes.ern is 
the present limit of British and American posses- 
sions. The western and southern of these bounda- 
ries, beginning upon the Lake of the Woods, are 
described in the treaty as follows: 

“And from thence ona due west course to the river Mississippi; 
thence by a line tobe drawn along the middie ofthe said river 
Mississippi unul it shall intersect the northernmost part of the 
thirty-first degree of north latitude; south by a line to be drawn 
due east from the determination of the line last mentioned, iu 
the latitude of thirty-one degrees north of the equator, to the 
middle of the river Apilachicola gr Catohouche; thence along 
the middle thereof to its junction with Flint river; thence 
straight to the head of St. Mary’s river; and thence down along 
the middle of St. Mary’s river to the Atlantic Ocean,” 

Thus making the middle of the Mississippi 
river the western, and the thirty-first degree of 
north latitude the southern boundary of these 
cessions. With these boundaries, the ceded lands 
do not include any of the territory west of the 
Mississippi; and the Territory of Iowa and the 
States of Missouri, Arkansas, and Louisiana, and 
all the country west of them, are free from any 
claim of the States growing out of the deeds of ces- 
sion. So, also, these parts of the States of 
Mississippi and Alabama, south of ihe thirty- 
first degree of north latitude, and the whole 
of the Territory of Florida, are equally untouch- 
ed by these grants. It may be well further 
lo specify what the grants do not touch, be- 
fore seeing what they did cover and convey. They 
did not, then, touch any portion of the old thirteen 
States, as at present bounded, or any portion of the 
present States of Maine, Vermont, and Kentucky. 
A very small portion of the State of Tennessee was 
ceded by the deed of cession of North Carolina; but 
the remnants of land were so scattered, and so bad- 
ly located, that the Government has never yet sup- 
posed ita matter of interest to cause their survey, 
or to open a land office and attempt a sale of lands 
within that State. Indeed, it seems now certain 
that nothing is to come to the common Treasury 
from the pnb'ic lands in Tennessee, as a bill passed 
th’s body at its last session, without a dissenting 
vote, to cede the remnants of those lands to that 
State without compensation; and a similar bill has 
again passed by the same vote, at the present ses- 
sion. Thus the whole cession of North Carolina is 
disposed of, without bringing one dollar into the 
Treasury; for he found that the Jaw for the admis- 
sion of the State of Tennessee, described the State 
as “all the territory ceded to the United States by 
the S:aie of North Carolina.” He did not mention 
this fact to the prejudice of that old, pa‘riotic, Re- 
publican State. Her cession had given to the 
Union one of the proudest of the present sisters of 
the family; and it was made with a patriotic devo- 
tion to that Union not inferior to that which go- 
verned the action of any other of the seven ceding 
States. Yet when a claim for a reversion, or an 
equitable. remainder, was interposed against this 
Government, a fact like this spoke volumes in re- 
lation to that equity. It showed, beyond the power 
of question, wnat nett proceeds one of the ceding 


S ates would receive, if the right of reversion to 
the ceding States alone should be admitted, and the 
equity claimed should be adjusted by that rule. 

There were other facts of. a somewhat similar 
character, to which it might be well to refer in this 
conrection. The cession of. Georgia was last made, 
and comprehended all those portions of the States 
of Alabama and Mississippi which are north of the. 
thirty-first degree of north latitude; and it is daily 
contended here, by the friends of this proposi- 
tion for distribution, and has been regularly 
so contended, ever since the Cherokee controversy 
has been kaown to the country, that the Federal 
Government, by the terms of this cession, had con- 
tracted to pay all and more than the ceded lands 
were in fact worth. And ever since the late Che- 
rokee treaty, extinguishing the Indian title to the 
lands in the State of Georgis, this argument, which, 
previous to that period, was only hypothesis, has 
been assumed as demonstration, The net? proceeds 
of the Georgia cession, then, must be much like ` 
those of North Carolina—nothing. Virginia is 
claimed to have made the great and material ces- 
sion, and yet Virginia did not cede Kentucky, the 
only part of the great unappropriated country, in 
all probability, falling within her chartered limits, 
Kentucky was constituted a State from the acknow- 
ledged bounds of Virginia, as was Maine, ata 
much later day, from those of Massachusetts. 
These facts were not mentioned, or referred to, for 
the purpose of detracting from the patriotic libe- 
rality, public spirit, and devotion to the Union, of 
Virginia, Fər from it. She claimed the territory 
northwest of the Ohio rather by conquest than by 
chartered right, and she ceded her claim, whatever 
it might be, as a common fund to the Union, upon 
terms which yet show, upon their face, that her ob- 
ject was the extension of those free Republican 
principles she has ever so dearly cherished, and so 
fearlessly main:ained, rather than any pecuniary 
consideration to herself, or even to the Union. 

These facts, however, show that fromal! the 
ceded territory southwest of the Ohio, no nett pro- 
ceeds were to come, or ever can come, into the 
common Treasury, either for distribution or for any 
other purpose. i 

It would be proper here to extend a little farther 
an idea following from a former position of his ar- 
gument. He had attempted to show, and. he 
thought upon unsnswerab:e grounds, that if any 
right of remainder, or reversion to the ceded lands, 
or to their proceeds, whether legal or equitable, 
can be sustained in favor of any of the States, 
it must resuit to the ceding States only, as it 
was only asserted and claimed as an infer- 
ence and consequence of law or equity, from 
the grants, and the alleged object and purpose 
of thegrants. fle now wished to inquire, upon 
the supposition that such a right should be admit- 
ted, what would be the state of things with the 
ceding States. He found, upon a careful exami- 
nation of the deeds of cession, that the descriptions 
of the terrilory ceded by New York and Massa- 
chasetts were identical, and without stoping to in- 
quire where, within the present bounds of the 
United States, that territory was, who should de- 
termine what the rightsof these States would re- 
spectfully be to such remainder or reversion? Let 
the cessions of Connecticut and South Carolina be 
examined with the same view, and let those who 
could, answer these inquiries. 

He would now proceed to show where and what . 
the ceded lands in fact were, regardless of the 
question as to what Stale may have originally 
owned them, or what State may now be entitled to a 
remainder cr reversion of them, or their proceeds. 
Those portions of the States of Alabama and Mis- 
sissippi north of the thirty-first degree of north 
latitude, the States of Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, and 
Michigan, and the Territory of Wiskonsan, em- 
brace the country, and, trom a calculation made 
at the land off'ee, which he held in his band, the 
whole number of acres, within those districts of. 


ceuntry, were, ` 231,773,379 
From this quantity, the number cf ni 
acres reserved in the deeds of ces- 
sion, were - - - 7,226,405 


ed 


Leaving the the number of acres actu- 
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ally ceded, including the cession of 
* Georgia - - - 
Out of these lands Congress has made 
certain specific grants, viz:, 
For military bounty lands, 
i (acres) 4,266,615 
For schools, roads, canals, 
&e. « - - 8,673,278 
And“there was reserved in” 
Indian treaties, to be sold 
for the exclusive benefit 
of Indians, - -  .6,830,051 
And certain private claims 
upon the Jands northwest 
of the Ohio, existing pre- 
vious to the cessions, have 
been since allowed, and 
have taken, - - 


224,546,974 


2 310,265 
———— 22 089,209 
Thus leaving the number of acres for 
sale, and to produce money to the 
Treasury, out of the whole cessions, 
Of this quantity of the ceded-lands, the 
Indian title still remains not yet ex- 
tinguished, or, in other words, the 
United States have not purchased, 
the following parcels, viz: 
In the State of Ohio, (acres) 107 816 
Do. Indiana, 504,800 
Do. Michigan, 8,932,440 
In the Ter’y of Wiskonsan, 17,377,675 


202,466,765 


26,922,731 


This leaves the number of acrés own- 
-éd by the United States, by clear ti- 
tle, and which could have beea and 
can be sold for the benefit of the 
common Treasury, - - 
`> Out ‘of: this number of acres, the Uni- 
ted States had, on the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1839, sold, and received 
pay for, - - - - 


175,544,034 


69,678 915 
Leaving, of the ceded Jandz, suscepti- 

ble of sale, on the Ist October, 1839, 

this number of acres, though por- 

tions had not bsen surveyed and 

made “subject to sale,” = » 105,865,119 
These lands are situate in the follow- 

ing States and Territories, viz: 
In the State of Ohio, (acres) 1,801,394 


Do. Indiana, 4 984,354 
Do. Ilinois, 19,436 870 
Do. Michigan, 20,998,493 
Do. Alabama, 19,940,585 
Do. Mississippi, 11,549,003 


Inthe Ter’y of Wiskonsan, 27,154,420 


105,865 119 


These statements, as will be seen, exclude the 
remnants of the ceded land belonging to the United 
States in the State of Tennessee. The reasons for 
that exclusion have been before given, and the sim- 
ple fact only requires mention here. It will be 
seen from the above table that a very large propor- 
tion of these lands are in States extensively settled; 
and whether, from the fact.of those settlements, and 
the improvements consequent upon them, the lands 
are worth more than the average of the public 
lands, or whether they are, from this same fact of 
extensive Seitlements, culled and inferior lands, he 
had no means of determining. The term of years 
for which many of these lands have remained in 
the market, and subject to sale at $1 25 per acre, 
to any purchaser who should chose to enter them, 
is certainly not favorable evidence either as to their 
quality or location, or both. 

Such, however, is the extent and present condi- 
tion of this ceded territory, and such the fund from 
which any distribution, rested upon the deeds. of 
cession, must be made, and not from that great 
public domain of the Union, the mest of which has 
been acquired, not from the States, but by 
purchases from foreign Governments, by the 
powers of the Union, and with the “property,” the 
moncy, of the Union. - 

This would bring him to a further position, 
which, in his mind, was most material to the pre- 
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sent discussion. The assumption was that on equi- 
ty, on the part of the States; to the distribution pro- 
posed, did actually exist, from whatever source 
that equity was derived, and upon whatever foun- 
dation it might rest. Still the equity. set up and 
contended for was merely to the nett proceeds from 
the saleS of the publie lands, and it became, there- 
fore, material to. determine what was ‘nett pro- 
ceeds” from those sales, in an equitable sense, be~ 
tween the common Treasury and the several Siates; 
inasmuch as the proposition was advoeated by its 
friends, as he had befere shown, upon equitable 
and not legal grounds. What expenses, then, 
should be deducted from the gross proceeds to de- 
termine the equitable nett amount for distribution? 
He would name the heads of those expenditures, 
which he thought such a rule would deduct, and 
he would leave it to those who should follow him 
in the discussicn to point out his errors, if any, 
upon either side. That he should not include any 


head of expenditure which ought to be excluded, ' 


he felt sure but that he should omit some which 
ought to be included, his very imperfect acquaint- 
ance with the subject rendered more than proba- 
ble. The following, however, were the heads of 
expenditure which he would present: 

1. The purchase money for lands paid to the 
Indians in hand. 

2. The annuities stipula‘ed by treaty to be paid 
to the Indians in lien of purchase money. 

3. Tbe expenses of holding Iudian treaties for 
the purchase of lands, 

4 All payments stipulated to be made to In- 
dians, by the treaties with them, for buildings, 
schools, mechanics’ tools, mills, imp’ements of hus- 
bandry, and the like; all these being payments in 
lieu of purchase money. 

5. All expenses of the remeval of the Indians 
from the lands, and of their subsistence on the way 
and at their new homes, when made from the Frea- 
sury of the United States. 

6. Allexpenses of the survey of the lands for 
sale. 

7. All expenses of the Surveyor General's offices. 

8. All expenses of the local land offices, which 
are not paid in commissions upon the money re- 
ceived, 

9. All expenses of suits to establish the title to 
thé lands, er to maintain it, and to protect the lands 
from trespasses. 

10. All expenses of the General Land Office at 
Washington, and of the offices to preserve the re- 
cords of titles elsewhere. 

ll. The five per cent. commissions reserved to 
the new States, by the terms of their admission into 
the Union. 

All the expenditures, under all these heads, have 
been incurred, and must have been incurred, to 
enable the United Sta'es to perfect, preserve, and 
maintain, the titles to the lands, to protect the lands 
from waste, and to make sale of them, and. thus 
execute the alleged trust of paying the debt of the 
Revolution from their avails. ‘Nett proceeds,” 
therefore, could not be looked for until these ex- 
penses were paid beyond the assumed trust. 

It was proper here to say, that most of the land 
bills heretofore introduced, and which had occu- 
pied the attention of Congress at former sessions, 
either did not preseribe any rule to determine what 
should be considered nett proceeds, or prescribed a 
rule erroneous in principle, and unjust to the Na- 
tional Treasury. He believed there had been six 
of these bills presented to, and considered by, this 
body; andthe first four provided for the distribu- 
tion of the ‘‘neti proceeds” of the sales of the lands, 
without declaring what should be considered such, 
or laying down any rule by which that should be 
determined. The iwo last deciared that the expen- 
ditures under the following heads should be deduct- 
ed fiom the gross proceeds, and what remained 
should be heid to be nett proceeds, viz: 

1. The salaries and expenses on account of the 
General Land Office. 

2. The expenses of surveying the public lands, 

3. The salaries and expenses cf the Surveyor 
Generals cflices. 

4. The salaries, commissions, ets. of the regis- 
ters and receivers of the local land offices. 

- <$, The five per cent. upon the amount of sales, 
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reserved by the terms of their admission into the 
Union, to the States in which the lands are situate 

The deductions here provided for, it cannot fai 
to be seen, are merely such as are indispensable to 
keep the system of sales in operation, and ‘do-not 
make any allowances for the expensé of a¢quiring 
the Indian title, of defending that title, and clear- 
ing it from the Indian possessions, and other incum- 
brances—expenses as neceseary to bring the lands 
ints the market for sale, as those of the land sys- 
tem itself. Such a rule of nett proceeds was 
-to charge upon the common Treasury, and the re- 
venues of the country derived from other sources, 
the cost of the lands and of acquiring their posses- 
sion, and to divide their avails among the States 
discharged from that cost. j 

This brought him to another and most important 
position in this discussion. It was that, upon the 
fair rule of calculating the nett proceeds of the 
lands which he had laid down, there never had yet 
been any nett proceeds, either for application to 
the debt of the Revolution, or for distribution, 
whether the whole public domain, or the lands 
ceded by the States only, were taken into the ac- 
count. This proposition might be startling. to some 
members of the body, as it would- no doubt be toa 
very ‘large proportion of their common constitu. 
ents, and yet-he had taken the utmost pains to learn 
the truth from the proper offices, and he held in his 
hand the official statements to verify this posi- 
tion. He had procured the data from’ which he 
spoke during the last session of Congress, and the 
accounts were brought up to the 30th of Septem" 
ber, 1839, but nothing had transpired, since that 
time, which could materially vary the results then 
exhibited. The facts were taken from the records 
in the archives of the country, and must, if any 
thing could, lay the foundation for correct and sate 
conclusions. 

He would first state the account with the whole 
public domain, as these records presented it. He 
would not detail items, as that would be tedious 
and unprofitable, but the statement before him 

‘showed that the cost to the United States of Louisi- 
ana, as purchased from France, and ‘Florida, as 
purchased from Spain, the payments to and for the 
State of Georgia in conformity with the terms of 
the cession, the expenses of the General Land Of- 
fiee, of the local land offices, including salaries, 
commissions, and the like, the expenses of surveys, 
including those of the Surveyor General’s Offices, 
and the five per cent. upon the amount of sales to, 
the new States, kad together, up to the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1839, amounted to - $49,081,172 20 
A similar statement from the Indian : 

Office, made upon the principle 

of estimating perpetual annui- 

ties at a capital which, invested 
at five percent. would produce 
the annuity, annuities for terms 
of years at their actual amount, 
and life annuities as annuities 
for twenty-one years, and all 
other amonnts as actually 
paid, or stipulated by trea- 
ties to be paid and yet due, 
showed that the amounts. actu- 
ally paid and liabilities incurred 
by the United States for the ex- 
tinguishment of Indian title to 
different portions of the public 
lands, and for the removal of the 

Indians therefrom, up to the 30th i s 

Sept: mber, 1839, were -= - 85974 052 34 

Making the whole actual cost of 

the public domain, to the Trea- ` 

sury of the nation, up to the 

date named -= - $135,055,225 04 
A statement from the General ` 

Land office shows that the gross 

receipts of money from the sale 

of lands, up to the same date, 

was but - - - 116,198,179 15 
Thus leaving a balance arainst the 

jands, and in favor of the Frea- 
- sary, upon a simple comparison, 

between the expenses for their 
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oy) account. and the receipts from 
,.them,of = - - $18,857,045 89 
z ‘This is the result ofthe statement of the account 
+ With the whole public domain. A statement ap- 
plicable tothe lands ceded by the States simply, 
, Making the number. of acres of land surveyed and 

_o Sold, andthe amount of purchase money received, 

4 fherule of proportion of charge as.to the items to 

e divided, such as the expenses: of the General 

. and, Office, and. the like, and . preserving the 

vse principles of, the former statement as to anauities, 

_oyptesents, the following result. 

_ Payments, toand for the State of Georgia, the 
_ five. per. cent. to the new States, all the expenses 
: of the local land offices, and the proportion of the 

expense of the General Land Office, of surveys, 
and the like, applicable to the ceded lands, up to 
the 30th of September, 1339, had amounted to 

À $16,416,589 11 


. The: proportion applicable to these 
» »lands,.of the expenses of extin- 
guishment of the Indian title, 
“Including the annuities and 
other. liabilities yet unpaid, as 
nearly as it is possible to ascer- 
tain the proportion from the 
treaties and appropriations, is 83,476,882 84 

Thus showing the actual cost to 

` the Treasury of the aeded lands, 

ni o up to the 30th of September, 
:, 1639, to be - - - $99,893,371 95 
A-statement from the General Land 
iai iOffice: shows that the whole gross 
i Yeeeipts from. the sales of the 
ceded lands, up to the date men- 

» tioned, have been -~ - 


$98,786,265 56 
This leaves a balance in favor of 

the ` Treasury, and against the 

ceded Jands alone considered, 

“and, simply comparing the ex- 

© penses for their account with 

_the receipts from their sales, 

up to the datenamed, of  - 


$1,107,206 39 
=. There might be slight errors in these calcula- 
$o tions, but it would be perfectly apparent to any one 
: who would make himself acquaioted with the sub- 
ject, thatif the resulis varied from the exact truth, 
vor Ahat variation would be found to be in favor of 
x fad not-agninwt the lands, in either statement. No 
~ditemsof expenditure had been included which had 
not been incurred, while it was scarcely possible 
that some should not have been overlooked; which 
shouldjusily have been embraced. It should also 
be remarked bere, that nothing is included in either 
of these stalements to cover the expenses of the 
various Indian wars which have grown out of the 
treaties for the purchase of lands, and the execu- 
ton of them by ihe removal of the Indians from 
the lands sold, 

There have been, then, no nett proceeds from 
the sales of the public Jands even to apply towards 
the extinguishment. of tbat Revolutionary debt 
which the cessions of the States are said to have 
been made to extinguish, and much less to distri- 
bute to the States over and above that debt. So 
far, therefore, the equities are palpably in favor of 
the Notional Treasury instead of the eeding, or 
any other States, and it would seem to be in time 
to talk about the indebtedness of this Government 
to the Siates, by reason of the lands, when its 
Treasury shall have been reimbursed, the money 
paid, and jiabilittes incurred, on their account. 

To meet an allegation often made, and which 
had been repeated in the course of this debate, that 
injustice bad been done to the States, and they had 
been made w sufer in their pecuniary interests, 

: ¿bý the refusal of the late President to sisn-the bill 
which passed both Hlouses of Corgress during 
his administration, providing for a temporary dis- 
tribution of the nett proceeds of the public lands 
among the States, he would lay down another po- 
sition, which the tacts would sustain. It was that 
the: States received from the United S:ates more 
money, under the deposite act of 1836, than they 

< would have received under either. of the six land 
bills which had-beea introduced into that bedy, by 
an honorable Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray] 


‘if either of those bills had been passed and become 


laws, and especially. the one which did pass the 
two. Houses, and failed for the want of the signa- 
ture of the President. . 
The first- four of these bills, including that one 
which passed the two Houses, proposed to make 
tbe distribution for a period of five years, com- 


mencing with 1833, and ending with 1837, and 


simply directed that “the nett proceeds” should be 
distributed in a certain manner, without prescrib- 
ing any rule by which nett proceeds should be de- 


termined. As, therefore, the rule he had laid down , 


was manifestly the fair and just one, he should 
make the comparison based upon thatrule. Before 
proceeding to do that, however, it was due to the 
subject to remark, that the period selected by the 
honorable Senator for the operation of these bills, 
turned out to be far the most fortunate for his plan 
of distribution, and for this comparison in that as- 
pect, which could have been selected since the com- 
mencement of the Jandsystm. It wasa fact that 
the receipts into the Treasury from the lands, dur- 
ing the five years named, were more than half of 
the whole amountof those receipts from the first 
land sales in 1794, to the close of the year 1839, a 
period of forty-five years. It had already been 
shown, in another place, that the entire receipts of 
money from the whole public domain, up to the 
30th September 1839, were - $116,198,179 15 
During the five years commencing 

with the Ist of January, 1833, 

and ending with the 31st of De- 


cember, 1837, those receipts 
were: 

Forthe year 1833, $4,972,284 84 
“ 834, 6,099,981 04 
es 1835, 15,993,804 J1 
Ms 1836, 25,167,833 06 
‘£ 1837, 7,007,523 04 


———— $59,247,426 09 


Thus leaving the gross receipts of 
of the remaing forty years to 
amount but to the sum of - $56,950,753 06 


am, 


Being less than the amount re- 
ceived in the five years covered 
by these first four land bills, by 
the sum of - - - $2,296,673 03 
If, then, the sum received by the States under the 

deposite law of 1836, was greater than the nett pro- 

ceeds of the lands for these five years, it will not be 
pretended that any other five years could have 

been, or can now be selected, which will produce a 

more favorable result for the distribution interests. 

A comparison from the records will establish the 

following facts. The expenses of the General 

Land Office, of the local Jand offices, of the Sur- 

veyor General’s offices, of surveys, including all 

salaries, commissions, and contingent expenses of 
commissions to settle land elaims, and the five 
percent. to the new States, for the five years from 

1833 to 1837 inclusive, amounted to $5,368,843 70 

The amount actually expended in 
the Indian Department during 
the same five years, as ascertain- 
ed from the appropriations and 
accounts, exclusive of Indian 
wars, and the suppression of In- 
dian hostilities, was - 

The value of Indian annuities cre- 
ated, and stipulated by treaties to 
be paid, during that five years, es- 
timatiog the annuities for terms 
of years at their actual amount, 
those for life at twenty-one years, 
and those which are perpetual as 
a capital which, invested at five 
per cent. will produce the annu- 
ities, was - - 

The value of the annuities resting 
as a charge upon the lands at the 
commencement of the five years, 
and which could not produce neté 
proceeds until those debts wee 
discharged, was - : 

The amount of the money paid to 
the States under the deposite act 

i > 28,101,644 97 


18,743,314 93 


5,933,400 00 


t 


6,675,675 00 


of 1836, was = o -= 


These sums together, make a to- 

tal of - - - - 64,822,878 60 
The-gross receipts from the lands 

for the five years, as has been 

shown, amountedto = | - 59,247,426 09 
Thus showing a deficiercy in the re- 

ceipts to meet the payments for 

account of the lands for the pe- 

riod, to discharge the liabilities 

contracted for and resting upon 

the lands, and to make the pay- 

ments to the States, which were ; 

actually made under the deposite 

act, of the sum of - - $5,575,452 51 


These charges and payments, for the five years, 


| may seem large, and they are so; but it must not 


be forgotten that, while we sold lands rapidly dur- 
ing that inflated and speculating period, we also 
purchased rapidly from the Indians; and an ex- 
amination of the transactions of the Government ` 
will show that more Indian title was extinguished, 
and agreaier number of Indians were removed 
west of the Mississippi, during the period in ques- 
tion, \han in any other period of equal length, if 
not more than ever previously. It may be supposed 
that the fourth item in the statement, that for the 
annuities existing previously to the commencement 
of the five years, is improperly charged in the ac- 
count. Itis not easy to tee how the lands could 
be said, with truth, to produce nett proceeds for 
distribution, while debts legally and equitably 
chargeable upon them, debts contracted for their 
purchase, remained unpaid; but if this item be 
mistaken, another of a less amount, the annual 
current annuities for the five years, should unques- 
tionably be substituted. They would make an 
amount cf $1,668 918 75 for the period in ques- 
tion, and such a change in the statement would 
still leave a deficiency in the fund to meet the pay- 
ments of $568,696 26. In any shape, therefore, 
in which the comparison can be made, the sum 
paid to the States was more than the nett proceeds 
of the lands would have given them for the period | 
which has been examined. . ee. 

The later land bills proposed to make the distri- 
bution for the five years commencing with 1837 
and ending with 1841, and although they prescribed 
a rule, and, as he thought, one most erroneous and 
unjust to the Treasury, for determining what 
should be considered nett proceeds, yet under those 
bills and that rale the States could not have re- 
ceived any thing like ihe sum which has been paid 
to them under the deposite act. Indeed it does not 
now seem likely that the whole gross proceeds cf 
the sales for these five years will reach the amount 
so paid over to the States. It was not his intention 
to enter into any discussion now as to the charac- 
ter of those payments and whether they were to be 
viewed in the light of deposites or distributions. 
When the bill was on its passage, which authorized 
the payments to be made, he attempted to show 
that they would be distributions in effect, if they 
were not in form, and he believed all would now 
admit that such was likely to be the result. 

A single remark further under this head, and he 
would indulge what seemed to be the wish of the 
Senate, by yielding fo a motion to adjourn. It 
should not escape attention that, in all these state- 
ments. and comparisens, nothing has been taken 
from the proceeds of the lands to be applied to the 
debt of the Revolution, to the payment of which it 
is said they were pledged by the States; nothing to 
pay the Revolutionary pensions, in equily certainly 
a part of the Revolutionary debt, and for several 
years last past amounting to some three millions 
per annum; nothing to pay the expenses of Indian 
wars prosecuted for the recovery and protection of 
these lands, and two of which, within the five 
years from 1833 to 1837 inclusive, took from the 
National Treasury probably not less than twenty 
millions of dollars. > 

Here the Senate adjourned. 

TunurRsoay, January 28.—Mr. Wricur said, if ke 
had succeed in making bimself understood yester- 
day, it would be recollected that he sought to esta- 
lish the general position that the proposition now be- 
fore the Senate, to distribute the proceeds of the 
public lands to the States, was, in principle, identi 
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‘eal with a proposition to distribute any other equal 
portion of the revenue, derived from customs, or 
from any other source, or an equal portion of the 
proceeds of any other property of the United States, 
His cou'se of argument was, 

First. That the power given by the Constitution 
to Congress, over the lands or “territory” and 
over all “other property belonging to the United 
States,” was identical. 

Second.. That the deeds of cession from the 
States contained no provisions laying a foundation 
for “claims” upon the lands, or their proceeds, in 
favor of the ceding States themselves, much less in 
favor of the other Sta'es, within the meaning of the 
second clause of the third section and fourth article 
of the Constitution. 

Third. That any such “claims,” if existing by 
legal inference and consequence from the cessions, 
and whether of a legal or equitable character, 
could only so exist in favor of the seven ceding 
States, and not in faverof all the States, to which this 
proposition proposed to distribute the procceds of 
the public lands. z 

Fourth. That no such “claims” flowing from the 
cessions, either by express provision, or by legal 
inference and consequence, can attach to any other 
than the ceded lands and their proceeds, while the 

“proposition under discussion is to distribute the pro- 
ceeds of the whole public lands, including as well 
the proceeds of the public lands acquired by pur- 
chase as of those ceded by the States. 

Firth. That if, as is insisted by some, there be 
equitable ‘claims’ in favor of the States to the nett 
proceeds of the public lands, after the payment of 
the debt of the Revolution, no such claims can yet 
exist, because that debt is not paid, and cannot be, 
while the Revolutionary pensi-ns remain a charge 
upon the Treasury; because no part of the pro- 
ceeds of the lands have yet bren applied towards 
the payment of the Revolationary or any other 
debt, except the expenses incurred for account of 
the lands themselves; and because, whether the ac- 
count be stated with the whole public domain, or 
with the ceded lands only, the whole proceeds have 
not yet equalled those expenses. 

Sixth. That the sum paid to the States under the 

` deposite act of 1836 is greater than any sum they 
could have received under any of the former land 
bills, if either of those bills had passed and become 
alaw, and consequently any equity in favor of the 
States thus attempted to be established, had been 
eancelled by paymentin money. 

He would now pass to another view of the sub- 
subject. Much had been said, in limes gone by, of 
the severity, the injustice, the cruelty, of our Indian 
‘policy—of our driving “ihe poor Indian” from his 
home, and the graves of his fathers, without a jast 
compensation for his lands or a suitable provision 
for himself,. At one period during the late Admi- 
‘nistration, complaints of this character took a po- 
litical and partisan direction, and the vencrable pa- 
triot then at the head of the Government, with the 
friends who supported him, were charged with cru- 
‘elty and.extortion towards these ignorant and un- 
protected natives. The treaties making for their 
lands were broadly and loudly censured as oppres- 
sive and unjust, as securing no adequate return to 
the red man for the value of bis property wrenched 
from him; and his removal from the lands, in con- 
formity with his treaty stipulations, was characte- 
rized as nothing short of a violent exercise of arbi- 
trary power—an expulsion by force from his native 
hearth and his ‘native home. 

Perhaps impressed with a sense of the partial 
justice of these complaints, the then President, Ge- 
neral Jackson, directed a change of the policy as to 
the. purchases of land, and a treaty was entered in- 
to with the Chickasaw tribe of Indians, covering 
their whole extensive country east of the Missis- 
sippi, in the month of May, 1834, upon the new 
terms propesed. These terms, were, in brief, that 
the United Siates should become the trustee of the 
Indians, without compensation, for the survey and 
sale of the lands and the removal of the tribe 
to their new homes in the West, and 
should account for and pay over to them 
the whole proceeds, merely deducting the actual ex- 
penses of the execution of the trust; but reserving 
po commissions or other compensation for the su- 


perintendence and responsibility. This new peli- 
ey met the approbation of this body, as the treaty 
was ratified here, by the vote of two-thirds of the 
members present necessarily, and thus became the 
supreme law of the land, as between the United 
States and these Indians, and as between the Trea- 
sury of the United States and ‘any proceeds from 
the Chickasaw lands. He well recollected that, at 
the time, this treaty was freely avd universally 
spoken of as the commencement of a new and 
more just policy in cur dealings with the Indians, 
and the subject impressed itself more strongly up- 
on his mind, because it was substastially the policy 


which his own Siate had pursued in the purchase - 


of the Indian lands within ber limits, and subject 
to her pre-emptive right, ever since he had had any 
knowledge of her Indian relations. 

His present impression was, that this treaty with 
the Chickasaws was among the Jast which had been 
made tetween this Government and the Indians, 
covering any large extent of lands. Was this 
new, more liberal, more just, more humane policy 
to prevail hereafter? Whọ would rise in his place 
here, and say it was not?) Who would contend 
that, for the sake of bringing money into the Trea- 
sury for distribution to the independent States of 
this Union, speculations were again to be attempted 
in the purchases of Indian lands? If no one, then 
the question of proceeds f.r such distribution, be- 
yond the unsold Jands to which the Indian title has 
been already extinguished, is at rest forever. 

The extent of the interest in the unsold Jands to 
which the Indian title has been extinguished, he 
was unable to state, as he had not possessed him- 
self of the facts upon that point, except as to the 
ceded lands. In reference to them he had done so, 
with great labor, and he had reason to believe with 
great accuracy; and as some of the leading features 
of this discussion made the facts upon this point 
most important, he would again refer to the exact 
figures, in another view which he was now called 
upon to take of this equity in favor of the Siates, 
growing out of the cessions. 

The assumption and argument is. that the ces- 
sions were madeto pay the debt of the Revolu- 
tion, witha resulting equity, not in favor of the 
ceding States, but of allthe States of the Union 
at any period, not expressed upon the face of the 
deeds of cession; but following as an equitable con- 
sequence from all the transactions connected with 
and relating to the cessions. This position and ar- 
gument pre-supposes that the payment of the debt 
was the first condition of the trust, and that the re- 
mainder over to the States was the residue of the 
fund after the pa:mentof that debt out of it. The 
equity contended for, therefore, must te to that re- 
sidue of the com non fund constituted by the ceded 
lands, for it would be trifling to say that the ces- 
sions were made to the common Treasury to con- 
stitute a fund for the payment of the debt of the 
Revolution, with an equity over in favor of the 
Sates, to such remainder as might exist after the 
payment of the deb’, and that that equity attaches 
before one dollar has been taken from the fund to- 
wards the payment of the debt, for the payment of 
which it was exclusively pledged: in other 
words, to contend that the entire pledge, the very 
object and purpese of the cession, has become 
merged in the mere equitable remainder, and that 
that incitenial and inferen'ial equity now swallows 
up the whole, and mere than the whole, fond; the 
entire proceeds cf the whole public domain, over 
and above the necessary expenses of Administra- 
tion. 

Take then the fair ground of the argument, that 
the equity, if it exist and can be maintained at all, 
is to the remainder of the fond to arise frem the 
sales of the ceded lands, after the payment out of it 
of the debt for which the fund was constituted and 
pledged. It had been already scen that, of the 
ceded lands, the Indian title remains yet. unextin- 
guished to 26 922,731 acres. If the policy adopted 
in the Chickasaw treaty is to govern the extinguish- 
ment of the tiile to these lands; if the Indians are 
to receive the whole proceeds as the Chickasaws 
do, deducting merely the sctual expenses, then no 
proceeds are here to be realized, either to apply tc- 
wards the debt, or to strengthen the remaining 


therefore, for both objects, is the quantity: of: the 
ceded lands ‘yet unsold and to which. the Indian 
title has already been extinguished... That. qaan- 
tity had been shown to be 105,865;119-acres.. “A 
balance in favor of the common Treasury, ‘for. the 
mere expenses upon the ceded lands, ‘has: bean 
shown yet to exist to the amount of more then 
eleven hundred thousand dollars, which should be 
first paid out of this unsold remainder of the fund. 
Then the future expenses-of management-and sale 
and collection must be deducted from the proceeds. 
Then the debt of the Revolution, usually socalled, 
existing at the time of the formation of the consti- 
tutional Government, was more than one hundred 
millions of dollars, and afier all these demands 
shall be discharged from the proceeds of the sales 
of the one hundred and five millions of acres 
of culled lands, what do g-ntlemen ‘suppose: will 
be left for distribution to the States under this al- 
leged resulting equitys?. Is there a’ man who. be. 
lieves that the claims specified can be paid from 
the residuum of the fund? © He did not believe there 
was, and yet he had said nothing of the Revila- 
tionary pensions, as a part of the Revoiaiionary 
debt, and which were now a larger sum annually, 
than could be brought iato the Treasury in pto- 
ceeds from the sales of the ceded lands remaining 
unsold. Admitting, therefore, ‘for the sake of the 
argument, the equity claimed and contended for, 
and which is not admitted for any: other parpose, 
or believed to be sustainable upon’ the face's, and 
there does not seem to be any fund upon which it 
can act in aid of the measure now. propos 

A sing'e other proposition would enable him to 
come to the close of this part of his argument; and 
that was one which had been referred to iv his 


“opening remarks, and which would now be filly 


admitted by every friend of the distribution polio 
in the Senate. It was that the common Treasury 
could spare nothing from its present revenues, 
those from allshe public lands imcladed, aud mest 
the necessary expenses of the commou Govern- 
ment, without an increascd sapply of means, 
from some other source of revenue, at least equal 
tothe amount of money distributed nader. the 
name of nett proceeds of thé land sales.-. z 

It washis good fortune, after the tedions details 
he had been compelled to go through, to know, 
andto be able to say to the Senate, that very 
brief references of this character would content 
him upon this point. He had before said his 
notes were prepared during the last session of Con- 
gsess. His re‘erences, therefore, as a nece 
consequence, had been made to the state of tre 
Treasury at that time. The year 1840 was then 
his test of the proposition—a year when the est). 
mate of revenue, from the proper depariment.or 
the Government, was less than (he estimate of ex- 
penditure by one million four hundred thousand 
Goliars. This expected deficiency was to be met, 
for that year, by the unexpended balance in the 
Treasury on the first day of it, and by the avails 
of certain debts due to the Treasury from the banks, 
growing out of the accumulations of reveaue in 
former years. 

Still he had felt it to be his duty, making his 
remarks now, to apply them, in this respect, toike 
anticipations for 1841. He found the estimates 
from the same Department, for the current reve- 
nue of the present year, to exceed that of the our- 
rent expenses by three millions three basdred 
and thirty thousand dollars; but, at the: e 
time, presenting the two material facis that 
the collection upon the debts to the Treasury, with- 
in the last year, hed very nearly consumed that ac- 
cumulation of means from the revenue: of former 
years, which was then made a reliance, and that an 
outstanding debt, in the shape of Treasury notes, 
issued for the expenses of the last year, would fail 
upon the Treasury for redemption during pre- 
sent year,overand above the current expenses of the 
year, which would very nearly consume this sur- 
plus of revenue, and all which could be further re- 
alized from the debts against the banks, and would 
enly leave in the Treasury, on the Istcf January, 
4842; the’ sum of $824 273, in case every thing 
shall be realized which is anticipated, and appro- 
priations of Congress shail not exceed by a doliar the 


BE 


equity in favor of the States, All that remains, || estimates of expenditure, 
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~u This simple statement will show that, the whole 


Tand revenue being retained in the. Treasury, it is 


-@ matter of reasonable doubt, whether the Go- 
--vernment can:reach the close of 1841 with a dollar 


in the Treasury; or whether there will then be fouad 
anempty Treasury and an existing debt, and this 


.too-without reference to the appropriations of. Con- 


gress: „beyond: the estimates. The sources. of 


.. Supply are merely- conjectural, and the slightest 
-= disappointment, in any. of the anticipated sources, 

may change the balance. Then it has been usual 
<. For Congress. to exceed the estimates in its appre-. 
~priations, by the. sum of one and a half to three 
millions-of-dollars, and if that shall be the result of 


the-action ef this session, a deficiency of means, 
without a loan, ceases to be a question. In any 


event, the facts before Congress and the. country, 


authorized. the inference he wished to draw, that 
the. Treasury of the nation could. spare nothing 
from: its resources for distribution to the States, or 
for any other application, without a counterba- 
lacing: supply cf means from some improved 
source of revenue, or from loans upon the credit of 
the country. 

‘This brought him back to the position he had, 
from the first, been laboring to establish, viz: that 
a ‘proposition to distribute, to the Sta:es of the 
Union, the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, nell Or gross, ın any aspect in which it can 
be compared with the material facts, is but a pro- 
position to distribute to those States an equal 
amount of the general revenues of the country, 
whether'the principle or practical effects of the 
measure be considered. : 

. Ain-reference to. this. proposition, established by 


"facts and history, as he. believed it to be, he had 


but-a very few remarks to mate; and as he saw he 
was exceeding the time to which he had. limited 
himself ihis morning, he would hasten to his con- 
clusion. He would admit here, as preliminary to 
what he was about to say in reference to this broad 
principle upon which the favors of this Govern- 
ment were to be dispensed, that an argument 
founded upon the possible abuse of a power ex- 
pressly granted by the Constitution was nota legi- 
timate course of argument, in the field of discus- 


-Sion.. Under our system, whatever was granted to 


Congress had been so granted by the States and the 


people, and whatever had not been so granted was 


expressly reserved to the one or the other. .If, then, 


this. right of the States to the distribution proposed, 
or the power.of Congress to. make it without such 
right, could be: found in the Constitution, that 
should end his resistance, as matter of principle, 
and place his action upon the ground of policy 
alone. But if, as he understood the matter, the 
right of the States to the money was mere conse- 
quential, inferential, constructive, and drawn by 
doubtful reasoning from the deeds of cession and 
the circumstances attending that act-on the part of 
the ceding States; and if the powers ot Congress to 
Make the distribution are also consequential, infer- 
ential, and constructive from the Constitution, and 
rest upon the unexpressed and doubtful meaning of 
the deeds of cession, and the still more doubtful 
objects of those cessions, he should consider an ar- 
gument, drawn from the possible and probable 
abuses of such-a power, perfectly legitimate to 
prove that it ought never to have existed, and, if 
not expressly granted, that it never ought to be 
drawn into exercise from the most direct construc- 
tion, much less from one which is forced to leave 


_ tbe Constitation itself and go to. other doubtful 


š 


-Of the: proceeds of its sale, to the States, in the man- | 


sources for a resting place. 

It shoald be borne in mind that the. position was 
believed to be established that the passage of the 
proposition now under consideration, and making 
the principle contained in it a law of. Congress, 
‘would be equivalent to an assertion of the power, 
on the part of Congress, to raise revenue, by taxa- 
tion or otherwise, and to require property, whether 
in lands, fortifications, ships, or in any olher form, 
for the purpose of distributing the property itself, 


ner. now propesed.: : 

In examining the consequences of the exercise of 
such a fearful power, it will-be necessary to mark 
the manner of execution, as-upon that way depend 
jhe form of injury and destruction to _ 


our institu, 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


te Pre-emption Law—Mr. Br ight. 


tions. In any form the consequences may not be | 
less fatal, while the propelling power may be, in 


any one-form, the rever-e of that which shail be 


the moving influence in all the others. 

Suppose, then, as the first form of this mfluence, 
that the distributions to the States be made without 
limitation. as to the object.of expenditure. We 


_thus free the Legislatures of the States from the 


odium of imposing taxes and burdens upon our 
common constituents, and take that. odious daty 
upon ourselves; while we leave them to dispense the 
bounties to . the people, which ‘our exactions from 
their pockets have furnished the means of dispens- 
ing, We, in effect, and in practice, convert this 
Government into a tax-laying and tax-collecting 
machine, odious and hateful in its action upon the 
people, and separated from those sensibly benifieent 
dispensa ions which render the mildest Govern- 
ment tolerable to a free people, that we may make 
the Governments of the States dispensers of muni- 
ficence only, utterly disconnected from those exac- 
tions-which are among the necessary burdens of 
all civil Government. Connect with the exercise 
of this policy the idea, and the fact that this Go- 
vernment exists upon the mere volition of the 
States; that their pleasure must eystain or termi- 
na‘eit, and that the declination on their part to 
tosend representatives into this body may, at any 
‘time, put to an end all itsactive and efficient powers 
for good or evil, and how long would itbe likely to 
continue, as a mere instrument of taxation, sepa- 
rated from the benefits which the evils of these 
taxes are to dispense amoug, and fer the benefit of 
the tax-paye!s? Commence the sys’em, and ‘where 
will it be likely to end? Can cupidity be satisfied 
by giving? And if not, will the benefited States be 
likely to cease asking? Jt seemed to him that such 
a policy must soon drive this Union asunder, by 
leading to local conflicts and a contention of rival 
and sectional interests, which can only end in 
anarchy. 

Take the other direction of the influence. Sup- 
pose this Government assume, and can exercise 


. the right to prescribe the object of expendi'ureof the 


money it shall distribute to a State. All the land 
bills have proposed to do that, and have enume- 
rated various objects, such as internal improve- 
ments, the payment of State debts contracted for 
such works, education, the colonization of free 
blacks, and the like. Under sacha system of po- 
licy, this Government, being ‘the layer of the 
taxes by indirectfon, and the direct dispenser of the 
bounties, could not fail to swallow up the itfa» 
ence of the State Governments, render them mere 
bodies politic, without practical utility in the esti- 
timation of the people, and finally become a con- 
solida‘ed Republic, and pass rapidly thence toa 
pecuniary despotism. 

Take another view of this exercise of the power, 
and see if this consequence can be avoided. Taxa- 
lion for distributios is.the policy. The fund is to 
be expended upon internal improvements, roads, 
canals, and the like. All such works must be more 
or less lcal, and the peculiar condition of one 
Stare may render them of great service to its busi- 
ness, most imporlant to its commerce, and, as a 
consequence of these and oiher advantages, the 
means of enhancing the value of its soil and other 
property in an important degree; while another 
State may be so situated ag to present few facilities 
for such improvements. So between different 
classes of cilizens, differently situated, in the same 
State. One class may be located with their pro- 
perty near the proposed improvements, and another 
class, with an equal amount of property, may be so 
remote, or otherwise so situated, that they will not 
only not receive positive benefit, but relative in- 
jury, from the proposed public work. Yet all are 
to be taxed, and in a legal sense equally taxed, for 
the fund to be distributed. He said in a legal 
sense equally taxed, because, although he did not 
propose, upon this oecasion, to go into a disquisi- 
tion upon that point, he thought it would be easy to 
show that the mode of taxation by duties upon im- 
ports, if carried to an extreme, and for purposes of 
expenditure such as this argument contemplates, 
not‘only might but must be most’ unequal, unjust, 
and oppressive, ; 

Who are to be benefited in interest by the roads 
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and canals to be constructed? The holders of pro- 
perty, of lands, of houses, of lois, and the trading 
and commercial men of the country direcily. The 
laboring poor man indirectly and unimportantly, if 
at all. Take a case. A tax is imposed upon tea, 
coffee and sugar, for the purpose of raising a fund 
to construct improvements of this character, or, 
what is the same thing in principle and effect; to 
make up to the Trea-ury the deficiency of the land 
revenue taken from it for that purpose. A B is a 
man of property, an extensive land holder, a mer- 
chant, or trader, whose business and property are 
to be directly and materially benefited by the ex- 
penditure of the tax upon a canal, or railroad, and 
he pays the tax cheerfully, and seeks to have it 
raised. © D is a cartman, whose whole worldly 
effects are his horse, cart, and harness. The value 
of them cannot be materialiy increased by any 
road or canal, while their utility to him, and the 
business upon which he depends, may. be destroyed 
by either. These two citizens have the sama fami- 
lies to support. What will be their respec- 
tive proportions of tax upon the articles named 
of tea, coffee and sugar? He was aware 
that it bad been, at a former day, and perhaps 
might be with some now, fashionable to call these 
articles luxuries, and therefore legitimate objects of 
taxation, bat in his understanding they had become, 
by the habits of our peopls, as truly necessaries as 
any articles of importation. Shey were in com- 
men and constant use by all classes of out citizens, 
the wealihy unques‘ionably making a more free 
use of them than the poor and dependent. Still, 
in the case he had supposed, the amount of tax 
paid upon these articles would be nearly equal be- 
tween the two families, while there would be no - 
comparison beiween the amount of property of 
each, the amount of benefits to each to be derived 
from the prosecution of a system of internal im- 
provements by canals, railroads, and the like, or 
between the taxes they would be compelled to pay 
for the construction of such works, if equally as- 
sessed upon property. What must be the conse- 
quence of the presecution of such a policy through 
the taxing power of this Government thus indirect- 
ly exercised? Could it fail to divide the communi- 
ly into classes and localities? To induce him who 
was the owner of property to be benefited by the 
proposed improvements, to strive to increase. the 
taxes upon all, and thus swell the fund for distribu- 
tion, while he who had no property; and would 
reap comparatively little benefi’, being compelled 
to pay a nearly equal amount of the tax with his 
rich neighbor, would oppose the policy, and feel 
himself oppressed by it? Would not the owner of 
property so situated as to receive little benefit, 
or relative injury, from such works, feel that the 
rule of equal taxation, applied to him, and to the 
man whose property and business were direcily 
benefited, was unequal and unjust? In a direct as- 
Sessment upon property the valuations would 
equalize the burdens. Notso when the tax should ` 
be indirect and equal, according to the necessaries 
‘and conveniences of life consumed.’ Was it not 
apparent, from these brief suggestions, that such a 
policy must sét the community at variance, and 
produce strifes the most dangerous to any well re- 
gulated society, those strifes which personal and 
private interests engender? i 

There was still another aspeet in which this po- 
licy might be viewed, even more frighiful and dis- 
jurbing. Ifit was competent for Congress to di- 
rect the expenditure of the fund to be distributed to 
any extent, it could do so to every extent. If its 
powers could control the State Legislatures in 
their application of it, the same powers would en- 
able Congress to apply it without the intervention 
of those Legislatures at all, not infringing upon the 
territory-and jurisdic.ion of the State. If Congress 
could declare ihat the money should be devoted to 
the purposes of education, it could distribute it to 
the particular schools, or, per capita, upon the scho- 
lars taught. If this could be constitutionally done, 
the same power would extend to a distribution of 
money per capita to the whole population of the 
country for any specified purpose, or for the-use of 
the recipients at pleasure. Establish this power in 
this Government, and then admit, what cannot be 
denied, that if Congress can raise money by impost 
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for distribution to the States or their citizens, it can 
as well raise it for that purpose by excise, direct 
taxation, or in any oiher way in which it can raise 
revenue at all, and see what a state of things may 
be produced by the practical applicition of this 
splendid policy. Push forward the interests to be 
enlisted, until the revenue from customs fails to sa- 
tisfy them; try the excise, and it must soon also 
fail; and then come to a direct tax, to be levied upon 
` all property by a fair valuation, and distributed per 
capita to the whole people, and we shail have a sys- 
tem of agrarianism, established under our Constitu- 
tion and laws, more perfect than any which had 
come to his knowledge, devised by the most radical 
Lote Foco in the land. Gentlemen might say this 
was putting an extreme case and an improbable 
supposition. So he considered the proposition for 
distribution of any portion of the public revenues, 
in any form, and to any parties, other than for the 
legitimate expenditures of the common Govern- 
ment; and more expecially to distribute a material 
portion cf the necessary revenues of a deficient 
Treaury. If the latier was consti‘utional and 
Jawful, he left it for those who could do so to show 
why the former was not cqually so in principle, 
however much less wise it might be considered in 
practice. All these considerations had prceduced 
the most clear conviction in his mind that the pow- 
er of distribution, in any form, ought not to exist, 
and, not being found in the Constitation among the 
enumerated and expressly granted powers, that 
Congress ought not to assume it from distant im- 
plication, or upon doubtful construc ‘ion. 

Another argument had been used in favor of this 
proposition, which he wished very briefly to no- 
tice. It was that the crecit of the States was de- 
pressed; and it was our duty to aid in raising 
them again, and restoring their stocks and 
bonds to a current and psr value. He dif- 
fered from the gentleman upon the other side 
in relation to our duties touching the State 
debts and the State credits, In his opinion, 
our duties would be best discharged by a'tending 
to the business of this Government, and leaving the 
States to attend to theirs; by exercising the taxing 
powers given to us by the Constitution, to pay the 
debts and sustain the credit and faith and honor of 
the Union, and leaving the sovereign States to pro- 
vide for their own debts,in their own time and 
way, and through their own powers of taxation. 
We seemed to forget that the constituency is the 
same ia both cases. The people to be taxed in 
each State are the same, whether the tax be im- 
posed by a law of Congress, or by the authority of 
the State, and the powers of each State to impose 
taxes upon its inhabitants, for its purposes, are as 
plenary as are ours to impose taxes upon the in- 
habitants of all the Staks, for the purposes of tke 
common Goverament. He would be the last man 
to do any act intentionally to injure any State, or 
its credit; and might we not, by an interference 
with their debts and their credit, not entrusied to 
our care and keeping, actaally inflict injury while 
intending to benefit them! Their stocks and bends 
were said to be depressed in the foreign markets, and 
in the hands of foreign holders, but how came they 
šo depressed, and by whom had the depression been 
produced? By these same foreign holders and pur- 
chasers. What are we told is the actual condition, 
at this time, of large amounts of these securities 
abroad? ‘Not that they have been sold in the mar- 
kets, even at depressed prices, or sold at all, but 
that they have been hypotnecated for comparative- 
ly trifling advances, and under conditions of for- 
feiture which have already attached. He could not 
vouch for the amount of these securities so situated, 
but he spoke from public report, which had pre- 
vailed through the newspapers, and elsewhere, for 
many months, without contradiction which had 
met his notise, when hs said that about a hun- 
dred millions in amount were supposed to be thus 
hypothecated, and thai the average advances were 
said not materially to exceed 50 per cent. ypon the 
par vaiue. If we proceed, by our. legislation. and 
the application of our means, to raise these stocks, 
thus situated, thus voluntarily depressed by the 
holders, up to par, is there not danger that we shall 
stimulate their cupidity to perfect the forfeiture be- 
fore the States can command the means to redeem 
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‘her pledges, and thus, in effect, make for- 
tunes for these holders of the hy pothecated 
slocks, and throw into the current markets, 
against the States, debts double in. amount to 
the considerations they will have received? If 
such shon'd be a consequence of our interference, 
does any one doubt that the injured States wou'd 
call upon Congress to pay that portion of their 
debts to which its gratuitous action shall have given 
force and value, without consideration to them? 
Let the States manage these matters themselves. 
They understand the terms upon which their secu- 
rities are held at home and abroad, and their own 
interests in regard to them; nor are we at liberty to 
assume that our interference is necessary to proiect 
their faith. ‘The holders have taken the stocks at 
depressed prices by agreement, and equity between 
them and their debtors demands that the future re- 
gulation of the value of the securities should be 
left with them. 

Another ground upon which this policy of distri- 
bation was urged in some portions of the country, 
if not here, was, that it would favor the protection 
of American indnstry and American interests, by 
calling for an increase of duties upon imports. . He 
had addressed the Senate, a few days since, upon 
this point, and regretted to find that he bad been so 
unfortunate as to be understood by very few, and 
entirely misunderstéod by many. He would now 
briefly restate the substance of the argument hethen 
intended to make, when he would yield the floor to 
the distinguished Senator [Mr. Chay] who was. to 
follow him. ; 

In the minds of those who advocated the mea- 
sure of distributing the proceeds of the public 
lands to the States, upon the ground above stated, 
he supposed the reasoning to be that, as the Trea. 
sury now requires all the revenue it derives, both 
from the customs and the lands, if the revenue 
from the lands be taken from it, that from the 
customs must be increased in a like amount, thus 
raising the rates of duty upon irsports, and conse- 
quently adding to the protection afforded by the 
present laws. His effort was to show that this con- 
clusion did not follow from the premises, as a ne- 
nessary consequence, for these reasons. 

A duty, wha‘ever may beits rate, affords no 
protection, while the importer of the foreign pro- 
duet or fabric, against which tle protection is re- 
quired, holds sole and exclusive possession and 
control of the market. Sucha duty may yield a 
rich revenue, and fill the Treasury, but until its 
operation commences to be exclusive and prohibi- 
tory upon the impor.ed article, it affords no pro- 
tection to the American comreling interest. When 
it does commence to be exclasive and prohibitery, 
and thus begins to affurd protection, by giving a 
postion of the market to the domestic interest, the 
necessary consequence must bea diminution of 
revenue from that duty in the same degree, and to 
the same exten!, the raie of duly remaining un- 
changed. These seemed to him to be positions too 
plain to require illustration. 

He then contended that to separate permanently 
from the Treasury a source of Interaal revenue so 
productive as that of the public lands, might en- 
danger, instead of aiding, the protective policy, and 
his reascning to support this conclusion was, that 
anincrease of the rate of a duty might not in- 
crease, and might actually diminish, the amount of 
revenue derived from that duty, though the increae 
of the rate would increase the protection just as far 
as itshould have the effect to diminish importa‘ion: 
that when the diminution of imporiation should be 
greater in the proportion than the increase of the 
rate of the duty, the revenue would be dimisished, 
thounh the protection would be increased: that if 
then itshould tecome necessary to increase the 
amount of revenue to be derive! fromithis particu- 
lar importation, the only way to acecmplish that 
object would be to reduce the rate of the duty, and 
thus surrender the protection afforded to the neces- 
sity for revenue: that to avoid such a necessity, as 
far as possible, it was the true policy of the inte- į 
rests seeking protection, to foster and preserve, 
and not to squander or give away, every 
fair source of internal revenue, that the Trea- 


sury might be made, to some extent at leas', 
independent of importations, and that som | 


duties partially exclusive. and prohibitory in their. 
effects might be preserved in. a permanent tarif, 
without producing an empty Treasury. That the 
policy now advocated, of making the Treasury ex- 
clusively dependent upon a revenue. by impost, 
must place the protected interests in’ entire. subjee- 
tion to the neeexsity for revenue, and, therefore, 
make it impossible to establish any system of pro- 
tection which would not be subject to be surrenders 
ed to that necessity, whenever the fluctuations. of 
trade and the ever-varying changes of importaiicns 
should interpose ite That Congress cannot compel, 
bat only invite, importations, in. any branch of 
trade, and that, therefore, when our Treasury shail 
be made solely dependent upon revenue from im- 
posis, our system of protection may be placed 
more within the control of foreign interests than 
our cwn, as the former interests must control, to a 
great extent, our import trade, and may, to a very 
great extent, our revenues from that soures. That, 
while we have sources of internal revenue from 
which we can supply owr Treasury, we may, by 
countervailing legislation, counteract. foreign po- 
liey hostile to our interests; bat when we must 
have the revenue, we way rot be ab'e to adopt 
the countervailing measures required, consist- 
ently with that necessity: And tha', the in- 
ternal revenue from the lands being disposed of, 
the only means within the power of Congress to es- 
cape an entire dependence upon impost, were inter- 
nal excise and direct taxation—means for raising 
revenue which no man ccu'd hope Congress would 
ever adopt merely to preserve the protective policy. 
Such is a brief outline of the argument he of- 
fered to the Senate upon the former occasion re- 
ferred to; and he would not go farther in a repeti- 
tion of itnow. He did not knew that the views 
were s und, but ke thought them worthy of mature 
consideration before this preposed disposition of the 
land revenue should be made, upon the § id of 
favoiing protection. Te eould netso view iis ten- 
dency, or believe that sach would be its practical 
effects; ard, as one favorable to the policy of prc- 
tection, as incidental to the raising of the necessary 
revenue for the National Treasury, he should, find 
cause for opposition to it on this ground. ; . 


SPEECH OF MR. CALHOUN. 
OF SOUTU CAROLINA. 

In Senate, January 30, 1841—ln reply to the 
speeches of Mr. Wansrer and Mr. Cray, on 
Me. CRirreNpen’s amendinent to distribute: tae 
revenue from the pablic lands among the 
States, , : i ; 

Mr. CALHOUN said no one whovhad: attended 
to this debate cou'd deubdtthat the,cession of Vir- 
ginia, on which the right to distribute the revenue 
from the pablic lands ‘had heretofore beea placed, 
was allogether too narrow $ò support thas mea- 
sure. The portion of thé pūüblie domain ctded by 
her is small in-amount, when compared with the 
whole, and by far the better portion of it had al- 
ready been disposed of; leaving a residue alto- 
gether too inconsiderablé to eff.ct the object in- 
tended by, the distribu'ion. The other, and musi 
the larger portion of the public domain, consisting 
of Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, and the entire 
region West of the Mississippi river, was pur- 
chased out of the common fund of the Union, snd 
no construction which could be put oa the deed of 
ecssion from Virginia could possibly apply to it. 
This was seen and felt by the two leadmg advce 
cates of this amendment on the other siie of Le 
Chamber, [Mr. Clay and Mr. Wessren,j and 
they accordingly endeavored to find some oiher 
ground on which to place the right, broad encugh 
to snppert the whole; and found it; as they sup- 
posed, in the provisicn of- the Constitwion which 
gives to Congress the power to dispese of the ter- 
ricories and other property belonging to the United 
Siates. In this hey both concurred, so far as the 
revenue derived from the lands was concern: 
But the Senator from Massachusetts, with pok 
views than his asscciate, extended the right of dis 
tributing, as I understood him, to the entire reve- 
pue--comprehendirg as well thal received trom 
taxes a5 from lands. 
_.{Mr. Wensrer interposed, and denicd that he 
-had said s0.] A 
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“-'Estand correeted, and am happy to hear. the de- 


nlalof the gentleman. Thadso understood: him, . 


and am gratified that he had so restricted the 
right as to.exclude the revenue from taxes. But 
T cannot be mistaken in asserting that both of 
the Senators concur in regarding the power con- 
ferred in the provision referred to as baving no 
‘imitation. whatever but the discretion of Congress. 
‘fsuch be the true construction, it’ would, of 
course, give the right of- making the proposed 
distribution; which “presents the questien, has 
Congress the right of disposing ‘of the public 
domain, and’ all the other property belonging to 
the Union, and the revenue derived therefrom, as 
‘it pleases, Without any constitutional restrictions 
‘Whatever? 

Before I proceed. to discuss that question, it 

will be well to ascertain what is the extent 
and value of the property embraced. . The 
public’ domain, as has been frequently stated 
in the course of the debate, embraces more 
than one thousand millions of acres; and the 
other property includes the public buildings, 
dock and navy yards, forts, ‘arsenals, magazines, 
Ships of war, cannon, Yrms of all descriptions, na- 
val stores, and munitions of war. It is difficult 
to estimate the value of the whcle. The public 
domain alone, according to the estimate of the gen- 
tlemen, (no! mine,) at $1 25 per acre, is worth up- 
wards of $1,200,000,000; and, including the value 
of the other property, the whole, at the lowest esti- 
mate, must far exceed $1,500,000,000, and proba- 
bly would equal not less than $2, 000,000,000. 
Such is the-extent and value of the property over 
which ‘the two-Senators claim for Cungress-unlimit- 
ed'and absolute right: to dispose of at its good will 
and pleasure. And the question recurs, have they 
such right? A graver‘ question has never been 
presented for our consideration, whether we regard 
the principles, the amount of property, or the con- 
sequences involved. - 
. Now, sir, in order to test the right, it is my in- 
tention to propound a few questions to the Senators, 
to which T- hope they will give explicit answers. 
Suppose, then, in the progress of time, an admi- 
nistration should come in, (I make no allusion to 
the next,) which should thiak an established 
‘church indispensable to'uphold the morals, the re- 
ligion, and the political institutions ef the country: 
wouldit have the right to select some one of the 
religious secis—say the Methodist, Baptist, Presby- 
terian, Episcopalian, or Caiholic—and erect it into 
a splendid hierarchy, by endowing it out of this 
ample fund? 

(Mr. Wessrer, The Constitution expressly pro- 
hibits it] 

I hear the answet with pleasure. Itassigns the 
true- reason. Here, then, we havea limitation in 
the Constitution, by the confession of the Senator; 
and, of course there is one restriction at least on 
the ublimited right: which he and his friend claimed 
for Congress over this vast fund, Having made 
good this step, I proceed to take another. 

Suppose, then, that such: an Administration 
should undertake to colonize Afriea, with the view 
of christianizing and civilizing it, and, for that pur- 
pose, should propose to vest this vast fund, or a 
portion of it, in the Colonization Society: would 
Congress have the right of doing so? Or, to take a 
still stronger case. Suppose a majority of Congress 
should become Abolitionists: would ithave the right 
to distribute this vast sum among the various Abo- 
lition societies, to enable them to carry out their fa- 
natical schemes? The Senator is silent. I did not 
anticipate an answer. He cannot say yes; and to 
say ho, would be to surrender the whole ground. 
Nor can he say, as he did, that itis prohibited by 
the Constitution. I will relieve the Senator. T 
answer. for him: Congress has no such right, and 
cannot exercise it without violation of the Consiitu- 
tion," But, why noi? The answer is simple, but 
devisive;~because Congress has not the right to 
exercise any. power, except what is expressly grant- 
-ed bythe Constitulion, or may be necessary to ex- 
ecute'the gtanted powers, and that in question is 
neither-granted, hor necessary to execule a granted 
powers fy 

Having gained this important point, I next ask 
„pbe Senators, would Congress have the right to ap- 


„propriate the whole, or part of this vast fund, to be 
diawn directly from the ‘Treasury, in payment of 
the principal or imterest of the State bonds? And 
if not, (as they certainly would not, for the reason 
already assigned) has it the right to give it to the 
Sates to be so applied? Can it do that indirectly 
by an agent, which it cannot eonstitutionatly do di- 
rectly by itself? Ifso, I would be glad to hear the 
reason. I might proceed and propeund question 
after question, equally embarrassing; but ‘abstain, 
lest I should exhaust the patience of the Senate. 

Bot there is one question of a different character, 
which I must propound, and to which I woujd be 
giad to have the answers of the two ingen:ous and 
learred Senatcrs. They are both agreed, as I now 
understand the Senator from Massachusetts, that 
‘the revenne from taxes can be applied cnly to the 
abjects specifically enumerated in the Constitution, 
and in repudiating the general-welfare principle, 
as applied to the money power, as far as the reve- 
nue may be derived from that source. To this 
extent, they professto be good State Rights Jeffer- 
sopian Republicans. Now, sir, I would be happy 
to be informed by @ither cf the able Senators—I 
regret that one [Mr. Cray] is notin his seat—by 
what political alchymy the revenue from taxes, by 
being vested in land or other property, can, when 
again turned into revenue by sales, be entirely 
freed from all the constitutional restrictions to 
which tey were liable: before the investment, ac- 
cording to their own confessions? A satisfactory 
explanxtion of so curious, and apparently incom- 
prehensidie a process, would be a treat. 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] failing 
to find any argument to sustain the broad ‘and un- 
qualified right of disivibuting the revenue from the 
public lands as Congress might think proper, sovght 
toestablish it by precedent. For that purpose, he 
cited, as a precedent, the distribution of arms 
among the States; whict he contended sanctioned 
also the distribation of the revenue from the lands 
among them. The Senator forgot that it is made 
the daty of Congress, under an express pro- 
vision of the Cons:itation, “to provide for arming 
the militia;” and that the mitia force betongs to the 
States, and not to the Union; and, of course, that, 
in distributing arms among the States with the view 
of arming them, Congress but fulfila duty enjoined 
on them by the Constitutio 1. 

The palpable misconception, as I must consider 
it, into which the two Senators have fallen, in refe- 
rence to this impartant question, originates, as I 
conceive, in overlooking other provisions of the 
Constitution. They seem not to advert to the fact 
that the lands belong to the United Srates—that is, 
lo the Sirte- ja their anited and Fed: ral character; 
and ‘hit tae Goverament!, instead of being the ab- 
schaute proprietor, js bat an agent appoinied to Mma- 
nage the joint concern. They ove:look as ill more 
important consideration—that the Unitet States, in 
their united and Federal character, are restricted to 
the express grants of powers contained in the Con- 
stitution, which says that “the powers not dele- 
gated to the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the 
States’ respectively, or to the people;” and, also, 
that the Congress of the United States, as the com- 
mon agent, is restricted expressly, in the exercise 
of its powers, to the objects specified in the instru. 
ment, and passing such laws only as may be ne- 
cessary and proper for carrying them into execu- 
tion. It follows that Congress can have no right to 
make the proposed distribution, or use its powers 
to effect any other object, except such as are ex- 
pressly authorized, without violating and transcend- 
ing the limits prescribed by the Constitution. 

It is thus the whole fabric erected by the argu- 
ments of the two Senators falls to the ground, by 
the giving way of the foundation on which they 
rest, except the small portion of lands embraced 
in the Virginia cession; which I will next pro- 
ceed to show stands on ground not more solid. 
Tt will not be necessary, for that purpose, to tra- 
vel over the arguments which I offered, when Jast 


Up, against the right to make the distribution, - 


attempted to be deduced from that cession, and 
which have been so mach enlarged and strezthen- 
ed by the ae ind jucid speech of the Senator 


from New York, (Mr. Warcnt.] J propose sim 
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ply to reply, inthis connection, to the arguments 
of the Senator from Kentucky, {Mr. Cray,] who I 
again have to regret isnot m his place. 

His first pesition was, that the resolution of the 
old Congress, which recommended to the States to 
cede the land to the Union, beld out, as motives, 
the payment of the debt contracted in the Revolu- 
tion, and the inducement it offered to the States to 
adept the articles of Goniederation. From this, 
he inferred that these constitated the sole objects of 
the cession. I admit that, if there was any ambi- 
guity in the deeds of cession, as it respects the ob- 
jects cf the cession, a reference to the resolution 
which proposed it might be fairly made, in order 
to ascertain the intention of the parties; but that is 
not the case. The deeds are couched in the 
breadest and most comprehensive terms, and make 
an absolute cessien of the lands to the United 
States, as a common fund, without limitation as to 
the objects, : 

But the argument on which he mainly relied 
was, that, although the cession is of the United 
States in their united and Federal character, to be 
administered by Congress as a common agent, the 
use is for the Siates in their separate and individu- 
al character. If the fact were so, the argument 
would be strong; but it happens to be the very re- 
verse. It is expressly provided in the Virginia 
cession, that the land should be considered a com- 
mon fund for the use and benefit of the States, as 
members of the Confederation or Federal alliance, 
and for no other use or purpose whatever. The Sena- 
tor will not venture to deny that common is the ve~ 
ry opposite of separate; and, of course, the distinc- 
tion on which he so much relied, that the use was 
was separate, falls to the ground. 

His next position rested on the expression in the 
deed of cession, “according to their usual respect- 
ive proportion in the general charge and expendi+ 
ture,” which has been bandied about so often, in 
this and former discussions on this subject, that I 
will not go over the argument again, as conclusive 
as I consider it, as I am sure the Senate must be 
surfeited to nausea with those words. I take 
higher ground, which 1 regard as conclusive, be 
their meaning what they may. 

It will not be denied that the Constitution must 
override the deeds of cession, and tbat of Virginia 
among the rest, whenever they come in conflict; 
and that, for the plain reason that the partiés “to 
both were the same, and had of course a right, in 
adopting the Constitution, to change or modify the 
previous acts of cession as they pleased. Now, 
sir, I repeat, without fear of contradiction, that the 
Constitution, in saperseding the old system of re~ 
quiciti non the States, as the mode of raising the 
common supplies of the Union, by the system of 
taxing the people diresily, superveded this par- 
ticalar provision, which, ali admit, had reference to 
the former system of requisition. The Senator 
himself ia reality admits such to be the fact, by. 
proposing to distribuie the revenue from the lands 
according to federal numbers—the rule of imposing 
direct taxes under the Constitution; instead of the 
assessed value of improved lands—the rule of making 
requisitions under tbe old confederation. This pro- 
vision, then, being thus superseded, the lands are 
left, as the property of the Union, for the common 
use of the States which compose it, freed from 
these disputed words, and without the semblance of 
a doubt; and the Censtitution accordingly speaks 
of the public lands,in broad and unqualified terms, 
as belonging to the United States. l 

The last ground assumed by the Senator was, 
that as the lands are common property, it is com- 
petent for Congress, as the common agent, to di- 
vide their: proceeds among the United States, as 
joint owners. It might be true in the case of indi- 
viduals owning a joint farm, to be worked in com-* 
mon, as supposed by the Senator; but that is not 
analogous to the case of the United States, where 
there is a joint concern, for specific objects, wilh a 
common agent to carry it into effect, for the joint 
interest of the concern, without any authority to distri- 
bute the profits. In such acase, it would be contrary 
to the plainest dictates of reason, and the establish- 
ed principles of law, for the agent to undertake to 
apply tothe separate and individual use of. the 
partners, what was intended by ‘them for the joing 
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concern. _ It would be to make that separate which 
his priacipals intended to be common. 

When I look, Mr. President, to what induced the 
States, and especially Virginia, to make this mag- 
nificent cession to. the Unicon, and the high and 
patriotic motives urged by the old Congress to in- 
duce them to do it, and turn to what is now pro- 
posed, I am struck with the contrast, and the great 
mutation to which human affairs are subject. The 
great and patrictic men of former times regarded it 
as essential to the consummation of the Union, 


and the preservation of the public faith, that the 


lands should be ceded as a common tund; but 
now, men distinguished for their ability and in- 
fluence, and who are about to assume the high 
trust of administrating the Government, are striv- 
ing, with all their might, (and that, too, when 
this fund is most needed,) to undo their holy work. 
Yes, sir; distribution and cession are the very re- 
verse, in character and effect; the tendency of one is 
to union, and the other to disunion. The wisest of 
modern statesmen, and who had the keenest and 
deepest glance into faturity, (Edmund Burke,) 
truly said that the revenue is the State; to which I 
add, that to distribute the revenue, in a ccnfedera- 
ted community, among its members, is to dissolve 
the community—that is, with us, the Union; as 
time will prove, if ever this fatal measure should 
be adopted. i 

There is another contrast, not less striking. The 
States composing the old Confederation, in their 
extreme jealousy of power, adopted the system of 
requisition, as the means .of supplying the common 
Treasury; but that proving insufficient, it was 
changed, with the adoption of the pre.ent Constitu 
tion, into the system of laying taxes directly on in- 
dividuals. But, now, it is proposed to restore vir- 
tually the exploded system of requisition, butin the 
reverse order—requisitions of the States on the 
Union, instead of the Union on the States; and 
thereby reversing the relation which the wise and 
patriotic founders of our political institutions re- 
garded as essential to liberty. They regarded it as 
a fundamental principle, that the people should 
grant the supplies to the Government, in order to 
keep itdependent on them. But, now, this is to 


be reversed; and the Government, in the shape of § 


distribution, is to grant supplies to the people. 
How is this to be done? Howean the Government, 
which, with all its legislation, does not produce a 
cent, grant supplies to those who are the producers 
of all? Twill tell you; the supplies to be distri- 
buted to the States; are to be collected in a 
roundabout, concealed manner, under the plau- 
sible pretext.of taxing luxuries, (wines and 
silks,) to be paid by the rich, or nobody, as 
we ate told, to meet the requisitions of the Govern- 
ments of the States, lest their constituents should 
turn them out for taxing them directly and-openly. 
Yes: we are plainly toid that the States have sur- 
rendered the right of taxing imports, the most easy 
and convenient mode of raising a revenue—that 
is, the most concealed and ingenious way to the 
pockets of the people; and that it is the daty of this 
Government, to which this convenient contrivance 
is intrusted, to raise supplies by its use, not only 
to meet its own wants, but also to meet those of 
the States. What monstrous and dangerous per- 
version! 

If (continued Mr. Carnoun) I have been suc- 
cessful in demonstrating the utter unconstitution- 
ality of this dangerous sckeme, as I trust I have, 
the Senate will not expect me to follow the Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] in his excursive flights 
in favor of the expediency of this, his favorite and 
cherished scheme. If Cong:ess has no right to 
adopt it, thereisan end of the whole affair; but 
there isone of the good effects he im putes to it, 
that I cannot pass in silence. He asserted that 
it would finally settle the disputes and agitations 
growing out of questions connec‘ed with the public 
lands, by reconciling and harmonizing all con- 
flicting interests, and restoring kind feelings in 
relation to them, between the old and new States. 
Such are his anticipations; but will they be re- 
alized? Let the tone wih which- the “Senators 
from. Missouri (Dr. Linn] and Arkansas [Mr. 
Sevr] denounced bis scheme, answer. Does 
he not know that every Senator. from the new 


: a reanenaneranenmanrprtaren CAA 


‘States, with the exception cf those from Indiana, 


are opposed to his measure? Can he, in the face 
of such facts, really hope for a-final settlement 
of the vexed question of the public Jands, or a 
restoration of harmony between the old and new 
States in relation to them? On the contrary, will 
it not embitter the feelings on both sides? Can he 
expect that the new States would see with favor a 
mortgage laid on that portion of the public domain 
lying within their limits, for the security of the 
holders of State bonds? Such, virtually, would be 
the case, should the distribution be made. The 
holders would regard it es a pledge; and to with- 
hold it, when once made, as a violation of faith. 

Would it conciliate the staple States—the grow- 
ers of rice, cotton, and tobacco—on which the tax 
to make good the deficiency caused by the distribu- 
tion must principally fall? Itis in vain you tell 
them that the duties on wines and silks would fall 
on the consumers, or on the producers of those ar- 
ticles abroad. Taney know, by woful experience, 
that it matters Jiitle to them whether the duty be 
laid on the export of the staples they produce, or 
the importation of preducts received in exchange; 
whether the duties be paid cn their pfducis going 
out of port, or the re‘urn cargo coming in. View- 
ing itin that light, the people of those States will 
regard the measure as a cunningly devised scheme 
to pay the debts of others at their expense. 

Wouid it, I again ask, reconcile the States free 
from debt? Will they be satisfied to be taxed to 
pay the debts of the States which have been less 
cautious in their engagements than themselves? I 
ask the Senators from New Hampshire—would 
their State, happily free from all debt, be satisfied? 

Instead of the final settlement of the question, or 
the restoraion of harmony, it would unsettle the 
whole subject of the public lands, and throw the 
apple of discord ameng the States. 

Having now said what I intended on the im- 
mediate question under consideration, I avail my- 
self of the opportunity to reply to the objections 
which have been made to the proposition I offered; 
in an earlier stage of this divcassion, to cede to 
the new States the lands lying within their respect- 
ive limits, on just and equitableconditions. The 
Senate will recollect that the debate on that mea- 
sure terminated unexpectediy, and wi hout afford- 
ing me an opportunity of answering the objections 
against it. As there will, probably, be no cther 
opportunity. cf meeting them, I trust it will be 
a sufficient apology ior doing so on this occa- 
sion. 

I begin with what, to me, would be the mest 
formidable objection: that, under ihe garb of a 
cession, the measure is, in fact, buta mode of 
distribution, I reply, as on a former oceasion— 
prove it, and I shall renonnce it at once and 
forever. But I cannot take assertion for proof, 
however boldly made. Until it is proved, Eshal! 
regard the charge of distribution, coming as it dues 
from the open advocates of that measure, as origi- 
nating in a conscious feeling that, so far from 
being popular, the scheme has no hold on the 
affections of the people. tf they believed it to bs 
popular, those who so warmly oppose cession 
would be the last to eall it distribution. 

It is next objected, that it is a gift of the lands 
to the new States. . Be itso. I would infinitely 
rather make agift of the whole, than ʻo adopt the 
tatal policy of distribution; and if it should be ne- 
cessary to defeat it, I would regard a surrender of 
the whole as a cheap sacrifice. I go farther: and 
hold, that if the lands, instead of being regarded as 
the property of the Union, should be regarded as 
the property of the Siates separately, the new 
States would have the best right to the portion 
within their limits. They pozsess, unquestionably, 
the eminent domain, which would have carried 
with it the property in the public lands with- 
in their borders respectively, had they not 
surrendered it, by special agreement, on their 
admission into the Union. Bat that agreg- 
ment was with the United States, and the surrender 
of the property in the lands was to them; and it 
may be fairly questioned how far the agreement, 
on their admission, wou'd be binding on them, 
should the revenue from the lands be perverted 
fromthe use of the United States to that of the 


States separately, as is proposed by this scheme of 
distribution. Ke hee teat Sa 

But is the cession a gift? Does it propose a sur- 
render of the land for nothing? Is 65 per ‘cent. 
of the gross proceeds to be paid into the Trea- 
sury, nothing? Is it nothing to put an end.to the: 
angry and agitating debates which we witness, 
session after session, constantly increasing. in vio- 
lence? Nothing, to save the time, and labor, and 
expense of Congress? Nothing, to cnrtail one- 
fourth of. the patronage of the Government, and 
that of the most dangerous characte:? Nothing, 
to raise the new Slates to a level with the old? 
Nothing, to remove this great disturbing eause 
which so injuriously influences our legislation? Is 
it nothing, finally, to substitute a system in lieu 
of the present, as far as the lands lying within the 
new States are concerned, which, in addition to 
all these considerations, proposes the only prac- 
tical method of preventing the loss of the lands, 
and which, so far from a pecuniary loss, will 
bring more into the Treasury than. the present sys- 
tem? T boldly assert that such would be the case; 
as I may well do now, as no one opposed to 
the measure has ventared to question the cor- 
rectness of the calculation, or the data on which it 
rests. i 

But the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. CLAF] 
says it is a gift, because thirty-five per cent 
is too high a compensation to the States ‘for 
their expense and trouble iù managing the 
land. He estima‘es the actual expense, all things 
included, at 2% per cent. on the gross receipts, and 
says that all beyond that is a gift to the States. He 
has ventured this asseriion, with the report of the 
Committee on the Pablic Lands at the last session 
before him, containing, in detail, from the proper 
departments, an estimate of the expense, which, on 
a supposition that the average annual sale of the 
poruon of the land in question would average two 
and a half millions, would amount to 22 per cent. 
The Senator has omitted all the expenses, except 
that of selling the lands, when, by turning to the 
tatles, he will find that nearly one-third is yet to be 
surveyed and platted; ihat a large amount must. be 
paid for extinguishing Indian titles, and removing 
Indians to the West. He also overlooks that the 
five per cent. fund is to be surr.ndered by those 
States, a sum, of itself, equal to double the amoant 
which he has estimated as the entire expense to 
whica the States would be subject, ; 

To these larg: ems must be added donations, 
which, instead of being made, as they have hereto- 
fore been, by Congress, are, if made by the States, 
to be paid for by them at the selling price of the 
land at the time, allowing them 35 per cents. and 
a'so the sums spent on internal improvement 
which, wiih -the excep ion of the portion spent on 
the Mississippi and Ohio, are to terminate; and, 
finally, the saving of expense n our legisla- 
tion, andin the General Land Office, in conses 
quence of the cession; ail of which the Senator has 
omilied—-omitied, no‘withstandng they are to 
be found in the report be'ore bim, and to which 
he has referred in the debate. These, as I have 
stated, amount to 22 per eent. on the „gross 
amount of the sales; to which the commitiee has 
added 13 percent. making the 35—not as a gratui- 
ty, baton the ground of liberal compensation be- 
yond mere expense and saving to this. Govern. 
ment, as being right of itself, and necessary to en- 
sure the hearty co-operaiion of the States, ia carry- 
ing outa measure that would be highly beneficial 
to the whole Union, and which could not be suc- 
cessfully carried out without snch co-operation on 
the pari of the States Not a cent has been pro- 
posed to be allowed, which could be avoided, with 
just regard to sound policy. 

Bat the Senator was not content with holding out 
the difference of what he was pleased to regard the 
actual expense, and the 35 per ceat. asa gift. He 
took sironger grounds, and pronounced it to bea 
gift of all the public lands, on the assumption that 
the cession would be extended to the States hereaf- 
ter to coe in, on their admission; and, next, to 
tbe Territories; and, finally, to the whole of the 
public domain. ` I will not undertake to reply to.a 
mere assumption without proof, farther. than to 
say, that every measure of sound policy znay be in 
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like manner condemned, if it is.to be -assumed that 
what we have wisely done; under all the circum- 
> Stancesof the case, may form a precedent for 
. others to'do under. dissimilar circumstances, and 
without regard to the principle on which we acted. 


In. proposing the measure I have, I yield to the 


necessity of remedying a great and growing evil, 
"originating: in’the fact that this Government is the 
owner and ‘administrator of a large portion of the 
territories of nine States of this Union, and which 
~a: Cannot be remedied ‘so Jong as their ownership and 
 administratorship continue. Itis the number and 
influence of the States in which they exist, that 
give such magnitude and danger to the evil; and 
What we may do now, under such circumstances, 
éannot constitute a precedent, to be extended in 
the'manner which the Senator supposes it will be. 
On the contrary, by adopting the measure, we 
would enlist the new States, now opposed to the old 
on almost all questions growing out of the public 
lands, to-aid in vigilantly guarding the residue of 
|- the public domain. 
~ “The Senator from Masiachusetis [Mr. Wesster] 
took‘different grounds. He insisted that cession 
necessarily implies. gift; and therefore, as I sup- 
pose, the one I have proposed isa gift, in spite of 
the many valuable considerations inducing to it. I 
do not attach the same meaning to he word which 
he does; but, as I have no taste for verbal criticism, 
I have assented to the request of a friend, to change 
“cession” to “dispose of”—~the words used in the 
Constitution, and which, on the authority of the 
+ two Senators, are of such comprehensive meaning 
as to:confer on Congress unlimited power to do as 
they please with the public lands. i 
“o Butit seems that, so soon as I had availed my- 
, Self of this comprehensive term, it forthwith con- 
tracted to the narrowest limits. I was told the 
lands ould not be disposed of to the States. Why 
not?’ They can b? disposed of to individuals, and 
to companies of in:lividuals, and why not to that 
company or community of individuals which con- 
stitutes a State? Can avy good reason be assigned? 
“Tam next told that we may dispose of them 
absolutely, but not conditionally. I again re- 
peat the question—why noi? What is it that 
limits cur power? We can dispose of the lands 
to individuals on condition, of which there are 
striking instances in lands containing lead mines. 
They ‘are leased for a- term of years on con- 
dition that one-tenth of the lead be paid to 
the: Government in kind. ‘If this can be done fora 
term: of years, what is to prevent it from being 
done forever, on the same condition? And, if so, 
why may we not prescribe the rules on which the 
mines shall be worked? If all this can be done ia 
the case of individuals, what is to prevent it from 
disposing of the public lands to the States, on.the 
eonditicns proposed, and to prescribe the rules to be 
observed by them in the sales and management— 
that is; to adopt the measure I have proposed? 
“This next objected, that itis not a disposition of 
the lands, but metely a transfer of the administra- 
- tion of them.to the States. I deny the fact. It is 
intendéd, and isin reality, a conditional disposition 
or sale to the Sates, Batif it were otherwise, and 
as supposed, I a:k, what is there to prevent Con- 
gress frora dirposing of tse lands by an agency, or 
to emply the States as the agent, and prescribe the 
roles by which ihey shall be disposed of? can 
see no solid obdjecticn to such arrangement; [ut do 
not deem it necessary to discuss the point, because 
the fact is not as is supposed. 
: Then follows the objection tbat it would ereate 
the relation of creditor and debtor between this Go- 
‘-vernment and the States. Admitit to be the fact; 
Fask, is that relation more objectionable, or as 
‘auch so, as hat which now exists, of landlord and 
‘tenant, growing out of ownership and adminis- 
“tation” in this Government of so large a part 
of the domain of these State:—a relation which 
isthe parent of so many evils both to them 
dust But, to put an end to ihe objection, 1 
Have; on the stigzestion of som2 of the members 
from ‘the new ‘States, so modified my proposi- 
‘tion “as to` provide that the sixty-five per cent. of 
the proceeds. of the sales coming to the Govern- 
ment, shall “be ‘paid directly to its own officers— 
say the marshals in. each of the Siates. Now, 1 
ask the opponents of the measure to join me, and, 


question. 


-by the cession, to pat an end, in the only way it 


can be done, to the still more objectionable relation 
of landiord and tenant between this Government 
and the States. f 

Itis further objected, thatit would not settle the 
It is said, if we cede the lands, the next 
demand would be to relinquish that portion of the 
proceeds of their sales which is to be paid to the 
Government; that concession would-have to follow 
concession, till the whole would be lost, This, sir, 


‘is the old answer which the advocates of existing 


abuses are ever ready to give those who complain. 
It is the answer of Lord North in the controversy 
which led to our Revolution. He refused to yield 
the disputed right of taxing the colonies, on the 


ground that to yield would not satisfy them. If 


taxation was surrendered, he said, it would not set- 
tle the question; that their next demand would be 
to surrender the right of regulating their commerce. 
The result of such blind obstinacy was the dis- 
memberment of the British Empire. 


There is nota feature which more strongly dis- 
tinguishes the firm and enligh‘ened statesman from 
the obstinate or weak, than that of knowing when 
it is proper t@make concessions, as the means of 
avoiding, in the end, the humiliation of submission 
on the one hand, or the mortification of défeat on 
the other; and never was there an occasion, or a 
question, when it was more politic than at this 
time, and on this question, It may now be made 
with dignity. The question may now be adjusted 
on just and honorable terms; but, if it be delayed, 
the new States will decide it, ina few years, in 
their own way, without asking our leave, by their 
rapid relative increase in population and political 
weight. 

They are now anxious for a fair adjustment; and 
we may satisfy them, without making any real sa- 
crifice on our part; and it is doing injustice to them 
to supp se that, alter soliciting a measure so libe- 
ral, and from which they would derive such ad- 
vantages, they would suddenly tarn round and 
condemn what they had solicited, and make the 
palpably unjust demand, that we should surrender 
the portion of the preceeds coming to the Govern- 
ment. There is nothing in their past history ‘that 
would warrant such an imputation on their cha- 
racter. 


It was next objected, that the measure was une- 
qual; and to prove it so, the case of Ohio, which 
bas but a small amount of public lands within i's 
limits to be disposed of, was contrasted with that 
of Illinois, which has a large amount; and, be- 
cause the portion of the proceeds to be allowed to 
the States (35 per cent. «f the gross amount) wou!d 
be small in the case of the former, when compared 
with that of the later, the measure is prononnecd 
unequal and unjust. If it were a scheme of disui- 
bution, as has been erroneously al'eved, such 
might be the fact; but as, instead of that, it is a 
mere compensation er commission for trouble, ex- 
pense, responsibilities to be incurred, and services 
rendered, so far from teing unequa!, because the 
amount to be received in the one case was not 
equal to that in the other, it is precisely the reverse. 
Equality of compensation for eqval expense and 
service, sequal; but equality for unequal expense 
and service, would be glaringly unequal; and, had 
I proposed to allow Ohio the same amount of com- 
pensation for the expense and trouble of managing 
the smail pornon of the public domain in her li- 
mits, as that to be allowed to Illinois for the ma- 
nagement of ihe large portion within hers, instead 
of aluwing a compensation to each proportioned 
o their respective expenses and services, it would, 
so far from being equal, have been grossly une- 
qual, and would bave been so pronounced by those 
who now make this objection. 

In this connection, 1 must say that I cannot but 
regret that the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. AtLen,] in 
answer to the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cuar] 
oo this alleged inequality between Ohio and Minois, 
did not meet him, by denying the truth cf his alle- 
gation, instead of the manner he did; which’ had, 
to say the least, the appesrance of ‘sustaining the 
side to which he is most opposed, against that to 
which he is less. - ak ‘ 

[Mr. ALLEN rose to explain.” Mr. Carnouw said 


‘he did not doubt that the Senator gave the true 


explanation of his vote, but did not think it was 
ealled for at the time, and that the effect was as he 
had stated.] f 

Another objection was, that it did not extend to 
the Territories: This objection had the advantage 


` (what few others had) of being founded in faci, bat 


was unfounded in reason. Had it been extended 
to them, it would have gone beyond the mischief, 
and would have been wholly improper. The evil, 
I repeat, originates in the fact of the Government 
being the owner and administrator of so large a 
portion of the domain of nine States of the Unien, 
(being more than one-third of the whole;) and must 
increase, so long as it remains, with the increased 
number and relative weight of the new States, 
They will soon be increased to twelve, by the-ad- 
mission of the three Territories, with a correspond: 
ing increase of weight in the Government. The 
Territories, on the contrary, are without political 


| weight; and, of course, with the object in view, it 


would have been preposterdus to ‘have included 


| them. 


As litle force is there in the objection, that some 
of the States would not accept of the cession. It 
is possible that Ohio and Indiana might not; but 
not probable, as the amount of public land withia 
their borders is inconsiderable. But what of that? 
Should it prove to be the erse, what possible injury 
could result? The fact of not accepting would be 
proof conclusive that ‘the evil to be removed acted 
with but little relative force in either; and that the 
old system might be left to go on quietly’ in both, 
until the land within their limits was all disposed 
of. But the case is very different in the ether se» 
ven. In them, it is in active operation; and they 
would gladly accept of the cessicn, as the only re- 
medy that can reach the disease, consistently with 
the interests of all concerned. 

I come now to the final objection—that the land. 
system is working well, and that we ought io adhere 
to the old maxim, “Let well enough alone.” I 
say the final, as it isthe last I recollect. If (as is 
possible—I took no notes) I have omitted to notice 
any objection made by the opponents of the mea- 
sure, I call on them to name it now, that I may an- 
swer it before I proceed to notice the one just 
stated. : 

When I first addressed the Senate on this. sub- 
ject, at the opening of the discussion, I admitted 
that the system worked well at first, but I must 
limit the admission to its earliest stages. From the 
beginning, it contained within itself the seeds of 
mighty disorders, and of great evils to the country, 
if nothing should be done to avert them. If 1 do 
not greatly mistake the tendency of the system as it 
stands, it is to extinguish the Indian titles far more 
rapidly than the demands of our increasing popu- 
lation require, and to disperse our population over 
a larger space than is desirable fer the good of the 
country. That the former of these evils exists in 
reality, the proof is conclusive; and that itis alrea- 
dy the cause of much difficulty and danger, and 
that both are rapidly on the increase, so 
as to threaten the loss of the lands themselves, I 
have, I trust, conclusively shown in my former re- 
marks. It is sufficient here to repeat, in order to 
show that the Indian title has been too rapidly ex- 
tinguished, that the Government has sold, trom the 
beginning of the system, (now almost halfa cen- 
tury,) but little more than eighty millions of acres; 
and that not Jess than twenty millions, probably, 
are held by large holders, who purchased on specu- 
lation to sell again; making the actual demand for 
land for settlement not exceeding, probably, sixty 
millions in that long period of time. But, during 
the same period, the Incian title has been extin- 
guished to about three hundred and twenty mil- 
lions of acres, of which about two hundred and 
twenty-six millions remain unsold—exceeding four- 
foid the demand for lands in consequence of the 
increase of our population. Sach is the fact. To 
what cause is it to be attributed? I feel confident 
it will be principally found in the land system 
itself, which has been so indiscriminately praised. 
during the discussion. ` 

But, before I proceed to assign my reasons, it 
will be proper to pause and reflect on the influence 
that the cccupation of the aborigines, whom we 
are so rapidly expelling, has had, through the mys- 
terious dispensation of Providence, on the prospe» 
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rity and greatness of our country. They were 
precisely in the condition most favorable to that 
mode of.seitlement which was best calculated to 
secure liberty, civilization, and properity. Had 
they been more numerous or powerful, the settle- 
ment of our country would either not have been 
-made at all,or would have been by the im- 
mediate agency and superintendence of the Go- 
vernment, wilh.a force not only sufficient to expel 
or subjugate the aborigines, (as in Mexico by the 
Spaniards, and Hindostan by the Ennglish,) but also 
sufficient to keep the ecdlonies in subjection. 
How great a change such a mode of settlement 
would have made in the destiny of our country, is 
not necessary-to be explained on this occasion. 
Bat, as it was, they were not too strong to prevent 
settlement by hardy and enterprising emigrants, 
inspired, in some instances, with a hely zeal to 
preserve their religious faith in its purity; in others, 
by the love of adventure and gain; and in all, with 
a devotion to liberty. It is to settlements formed 
by individuals ‘so influenced, and thrown, from the 
beginning, on their own resources almost exclu- 
sively, that we owe our enterprise, energy, love of 
liberty, and capacity for self-government, 


Bat there is another consideration, not less im- 
portant, connected with the cecupancy and condi- 
tion of the aborigines. Had they not existed at 
all, or been too weak to prevent our people from 
spreading out over the vast extent of the continent, 
without resistance, or resistance tog feeble to keep 
them within moderate limits, in the rapid and wide 
outspread after game, pasturage, or choice spots on 
which to setile down, the far larger portion would 
have lost all the arts of civilized life, and become 
fierce herdsmen and barbarians, like our ancestors; 
and like them, in their frequent inondations over 
southern Asia and Europe, would have overflowed 
and deso'ated the civilized agricultural and com- 
mercial.settiements along the coast, excepting such 
as might be protected by walls and fortifications. 


It is to this fortunate combination of facts con- 
nected with the aboriginal populaticn, that they 
were not strong enough to prevent settlements in 
the manner they were actually formed, while they 
were sufficiently strong to prevent tbe too rapid 

read of our population over the continent, that 
we owe, in a great measure, our wonderful suc- 
cess. A change in either the one or the other would 
have changed entirely, in all probability, the desti- 
ny of our country. 


The bearing of this digression on the point under 
consideration will be readily perceived. We have 
grown, indeed, to be so powerful, that the aborigi- 
nes can no longer resist us by force, and when 
‘there is no danger that the arts of civilized life 
would be lost by the spreading out of our popula- 
tion; but the aboriginal population would not 
therefore cease to perform an important function 
in our future growth and prosperity, if properly 
treated. They aie the land wardens or keepers of 
our public demain, until our growth and increase 
of population require it, as the means of new settle- 
ments. But till then, our interests, no less than 
justice to them, require that their oceupancy should 
continue; and if the extivguishment of their title 
should continue to outrun the regular demand - of 
our population for settlement, as rapidly in pro- 
portion hereafter, as it hasheretofore, itis dificult 
to conceive the confusicn and difficuity which 
must follow. Those we now experience are no- 
thing to those which would come. That such 
must, however, prove to be the case, to a great ex- 
tent, if our land sys'em continue as it is, I hold to 
becertain. The cause, as I have said, is inherent 
in the system as it exists; and, if not correcied, will 
impel our population, by its necessary operation, 
from the States to the Territories, and from them to 
the Indian possessions; which I shall now proceed 
to explain. 

The system, as it now stands, embraces three 
powerful causes, all of which conspire to pro- 
duce these results: pre-emption, as proposed by 
this bill, before survey and sale; the auc- 
tion system, under its actual operation; and a fixed 
minimum for all the lands, be the quality or 
‘the time which they have been offered for sale 
what they may. They act together, and joint- 
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y contribute to the results; I have attributed to 
them, 

My friends from the new States, who are 
so much attached to pre-emption, as proposed by 
this bill, must excuse me for speaking my opi- 
nion freely of their favorite measure. The con- 
sequences involved are too important to keep si- 
ence. 

-What, then, is the pre-emption principle? and 
how doés it operate as a part of the existing land 
system? His neither more nor less than to. say to 
every one, when the Indian title is extinguished to 
anew portion of the public domain, that yon may 


go, and search,and take all the choice parts, the 


fertile spots, the favorable localities, the town sites, 
or whatever other advantages any portion may 
possess, at $1 25 per acre; and that notto be paid 
till the lands are offered at auction, which may 
be many years thereafter. What, then, is its 
operation, bat to give pick and choice of. the 
public domain to the active and enterprising, who 
are best acquainted with the tract of country to 
which the Indian title is extinguished, with the 
speculating capitalists, who may choose to as- 
sociate with them? It is like spreading out a 
large table, having a few choice and costly dishes 
intermixed with ordinary fare, and opening the 
door to the strong, and the few that may be near- 
est to rush in and select the best dishes for them- 
selves, before the others at a distance can enter 
and participate. And can we wonder, with such 
advantages, that there should be an active and 
powerful interest constantly at work to extin- 
guisk the titles of the Indians in rapid succession, 
without regard to the demand of our increasing 
population; to spread out table after table, that 
the may goige their appetites on the choicest dishes, 
and slake their thirst with the most e:sily wines; 
leaving the ordinary fare, with the crumbs and 
benes, to the rest of the community? 

But this is not all, After this picking and choos- 
ing, under the pre-emption, as it has heretofore 
operated, and whch it is now proposed to make 
prospective and perpetual, comes the auction -sys- 
tem, that is, the sales of the lands at vendue t» the 
highest bidder. Nothing could be more just and 
equal, if fairly carried out; but itis notorious that 
the very opposite is the case under its actual ope- 
ration. Instead of leaving the Jands to be disposed 
of to the bids of individuals, according to their con- 
ception of the value of each tract, the whole is ar- 
ranged beforehand, by combinations of powerful and 
wealthy individuals, to take the choice of the lands 
left by the pre-emptioners, and to run down al] in- 
dividual competition, so thatno one can obtain 
what he wants without joining them; and thus 
another powerful interest is united with the form:r, 
to extinguish the Indian title—to spread out another 
table. 

The neyt features of the system so much lauded 
operates the same way—I refer to what is called 
the minimum price; that is, of fixing one invaria- 
ble price of $1 25an acre forall lands not sold at 
auction, without regard, as has been said, to quality, 
or the time ithas been in market. The effect of 
this, with a quantity on hand to which the Indian 
title is extinguished so farexceeding the demand 
of the community, is to sink the value of all the 
unsold land which has not been offered at 
auction, to a- price below the minimum, except 
a small portion of the best, which is anni- 
ally- purchased. Taking the aggregate of the 
whole of the lands in the new States, it would, 
according to its estimated present value by 
the Committee on the Pablic Lands, not be worth, 
on an average, more than 164 cents per acre. The 
result is, that no one is willing to give the minimum 
for the inferior or less valuable portion. Flence 
comes that great and growing evil, of occupancy 
without purchasing; which threatens the loss of the 
public domain, unless arrested by some speedy and 
Ti has already extended far be- 
yond what is thought of by those who have not 
looked into the subject, and is still rapidly pro- 
gressing. I have taken some pains to ascertain to 
what extent ithas extended in two of the States 
Illinois and Alabama. It is probable that there 
are not less than thirty thousand voters in those 
States, residing on public lands as mere occupants, 
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without title. In a single Congressional districtin 
Alabama, there are, by estimate, six thousand vos 
ters. But, as great as this evil is, itis not all: 
The fixed minimum price co-operates with thepre= . 
emption and auction.systems to impel. emigrants, 


‘espically cf the more wealthy class, to- turn-from: 


the States to the Territories, where *the land: has. 
been less culled over; and from the Territories to: 


- the Indian lands, for the same reason; thus urging 


forward our population farther and farther, and 
driving before them the Indian tribes, unmindful 
of the dispensation of a kind Providence, which 
placed them as a restraint on the too rapid dispet- 
sion of cur population. 


There is another and powerful cause co-operat- 
ing to the same result, which must. not be passed 
unnoticed. -I refer to the vast expenditures in 
the last twelve or fifteen years, in holding treaties 
with the Indians, and in extinguishing their titles, 
inclading reservations, and removing them to the 
‘West; equaling, in some ‘instances, the fee-simple 
value of the lands, and in many others not much 
less. These immense expenditures; | amount- 
ing, in the period specified, I know not to how 
many millions, (not less, certainly, than forty or 
fifty,) have made such treaties a great. money 
making affair, the profits of which have been di- 
vided between’ influential Indian chieftains and 
their white associates, and bave greatly contributed. 
not only to increase the force of the other causes in ` 
the too rapid extinguishment of Indian titles, but to 
diffuse widely the baneful spirit of speculation. 


Sach are the inherent defects of the system, and 
the results to which they have Jed, and must conti- 
nue to lead, so long as it can find subjects on which 
to operate, if not remedied. The measure Uhave 
proposed would apply an efficient remedy, as far 
as the public lands in the new States are concerned. 
The combined action of graduation and pre-emp- 
tion applied io lands which have been offered for 
sale, as provided for by the amendaent I offered; 
would, in a few years, convert the oceapants with: 
out title info freeholders; while, at the same time, it 
would tend powerfully to prevent the population’ of 
the new States from emigrating, and turn towards 
those the tide of emigration from the old States, and, 
to the same extent, counteract the too rapid spread- 
ing out of our population, and extinguishment of 
the titles of the Indians. But nothing can effectu- 
ally remedy the defects of the system, but a radical 
change, What that ought to be, would reqaire 
much reflection to determine satisiactorily; but it 
seems to me, on the best reflecuon I can give it, 
that if, in iieu of peblic sales at auction, a system 
af graduation and rre emption had been introduced 
from the first, fixing a maximum. price. sufi- 
ciently high when. the lands are first offered for 
sale, and desernding gradually, at short intervals 
of one or two years, to the present minimum price, 
and then in the manner proposed in the measure 
which I have brought forward, giving the right of 
pre-emption at every stage, from first to last, to the 
setilers, it would kave averted most of the evils id- 
cident to the present system, and, at the same time, 
have increased the yevenue from the lands. It 
wou'd have checked the spirit of speculation, con- 
cenitrated our population within the proper limits, 
preven’ed the too rapid, extinguishment of Indian 
titles, and terminated our owner-hip and adminis- 
tration óf the lands in the new States, by disposing 
cf them within a mederate period of time, and pre- 
venied most of the mischievous consequences which 
have been experienced. ‘The introduetion of such 


a change, or some such, founded on the same prin» 


ciples, in reference to lands not yet offered for sale 
in the ‘Territories, and the portion of the public do. 
main lying beyond, and to which-the Indian title is 
not yet extinguished, would, in combination with 
the measure I have proposed, go far to restore the 
system to a healthy action, and put a s'op to the 
farther progress of the evil, and remedy, in a great 
measure, those already caused. I throw out these 
suggestions for reflection, without intending to pro- 
pose any other measure, except the-one I have 
already. ; oe 


[Mr. Mangum not having published his. speech, 
the résidue of Mr. Catnoun’s, noticing his remarks, 
js omitted.—Rezporrer.] 


ee 
: ZTH Cone-++-2np SESS, 


At the conclusion of the debate, and just before 
the vote was taken on his proposition to dispose of 


the public lands to the new States in which they 
are Situated; upon certain conditions, Mr. Cat- 
woun rose in his. place, and read from Gales and 
" Seaton’s Register.of Debates, in support of his po- 


sition, the following extract. from the speech of 
Mr: Jobn Randolph, of Virginia, in the Senate of 
‘the United S.ates, in March, 1826, in reply to Ge- 
neral Harrison, in Ohio; the subject of the Cum- 
_berland road being under consideration: y 
AME: Randolph again rose, and said: The gentleman is mis- 
taken if he supposes that 1 begrudge the people from Ohio the 
lafids within the body. of Ohio. I wish that every new State 
had all the lands within the State, that, in the shape of receiver- 
ships arid other ways, these States might not be brought under 
Whe “infivence’ of this ten miles square. In other words, 1 wish 
thatall the patronage-of the land office was in the hands of the 
individual States, and not in the hands. of the General Govern- 
ment, Iam the friend of State rights, and will cut down the 
patronage of this General Government, which has increased, is 
Increasing, and must be diminished; or we, the States, shall be 
not only ‘shorn. of our beams,’ sir, but ‘abolished quite? 
., Mr. Benton then rose, and read the following 
extract from a speech of Mr. Van Buren on the 
same subject, delivered in the Senate on the 18th 
of May, 1826: . 
“Me, Van Buren said: The subject of the public Jands was 
becoming daily more ‘and more interesting, and would occupy 
much time in legislation. i extended the patronage of the Go- 
yernment over these States toa great extent; it subjected the 
States in which those lands were situated to an unwise and un- 
profitable dependence on the Foderal Government. Mr. V. B. 
said-he should vote for every call on that subject, to enable 
them at some future day to act understandingly on it. Noman 
could render the country a greater service than he whe should 
devise some plan by which the United States night be relieved 
from the ownership of this property, by some equitable mode. 
He would voie fora proposition to vest the lands in the States 
in Which they stood, on some just and equitable terms as re- 
lated’. to the other. Btates of the Confederacy. He hoped that, 
after.having full information on the subject, they would be able 
toeffect that great object. Ia believed that if those lands were 
~ disposed of at once to the several States, it would be satisfac- 
tory to all,” $ 
Mr. Benton also read from the Senate Journal 
May 20, 1826, the following motion, as having 
been submitted by Mr. Tazewe!l of Virginia to the 
effect as stated: 
“Mc. Tazewell submitted the following motion: 
-` “Resolved, That itis expedient for the United States to cede 
and surrender to the several States, within whose limits the 
same may be situated, all the right, title, and interest of the 
United States, to any Janda lying and being within the bounda- 
ries of such States, respectively, upon such terms and condi- 
tions as may be consistent with the due observance of the pub- 
lic faith, and with the general intorest of the United States,” 
On. the subject of graduating- the price of the 
public lands, Mr. Tazewell said, in 1828, in his 


place in the Senate: ; 

“SPhat he was ‘pleased with the plan of the gentleman from 
Missouri, (Mr. Brewton] but he thought aught to extend far- 
thers: Heewould wish to havo the artangement something like 
this; awhile the langa are atthe highest minimum, one dollar, 
allow the actual settiers to have the pre-emption right at seven- 
ty-five conta; when they are at seventy-five centa, allow actual 
settlers to enter therm at fifty cents; and so on down to tho Jow- 
est, This, he thought, woul] be productive of a good effect as 
dt would be a continued encouragement to actual settlers, and 
kive them an advantage over other purchasers.” 

»Afier the reading of these extrae/s, the vote 
was. taken on . Mr. Catnoun'’s proposition as 
submitted by: Mr. Ycunc, and resulted as fol- 


lows: ; 

o VEAS —Mesrs Allen and Tappan of Ohio, Anderson and 
Nicholson of Tennessee, Bonton and Lion of Missouri, Calhoun 
of South Carolina, Clay and King of Alabama, Fulton and Se- 
viet of Arkansas, Lumpkin of Georgia, Mouton and Nicholas 
of Louisiana, Norvell of Miebigan, Pierce of New Hampshire, 
Roane of Virginia, Robinson and Young of {Minois, and Walk- 
et of Miasigalppi—oo. 

NAYS—Megsra, Bates and Webster of Massachusetts, Bay- 
ard and Clayton of Delaware, Buchanan and Sturgeon of Penn- 
sylvania, Clay and Crittenden of Kentueky, Dixon and Knight 
of Rhode Iland, Graham and Mangum of North Carolina, 
Henderson of Mississippi, Hubbard of New Hampshire, Hunt 
ington and Smith of Connecticut, Ker and Merrick of Mary- 
land, Phelps and Prentiss of Vermoni. Porter of Michigan, 
Preston of South Carolina, Rives of Virginia, Ruggt.s and 
Williamsof Maine, Smith aad White of Indiana, Southard and 
Wall of New Jersey, and Tallmadge aud Wright of New 
York—31. : 

Of the eighteen Senators from the nine new States, 


fourteen voted for the amendment; and four; 
Messrs. Smiru and Wu.re cf Indiana, Mr. Hen- 
persons cf Mississippi, and Mr. Porrer of Michi- 
gan, voted against it. 


“IN'SENATE OFTHE UNITED STATES. 
b 26th CONGRESS AND 2d SESSION, January 30, ISAL.. 
Bs mitted py. Mr. YOUNG, of Hlinois, and ordered to be 
a 
“Me. Catnoun’s Land Bill,to dispose of the public lands 
tothe new States. in which they are situated. k 
Proposed by Mr, YOUNG as an amendment submitted by Mr. 
_ ORYTTENDEN, to Tecommit, with certain instructions, the bill 
(8-287 "to establish: a permanent prospective pre-emption 
- system in favor of settlerson the public lands who shall in- 
habit and cultivatethe same, and saise-alog cabin thereon,” 
viz: Btrike ont all after the word “report? in the second 
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nal bill: 3 

A provision to dispose of the public lands within the limits 
of the new States, to the following effect: 

That all the public lands within the States of Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Ltinois, Indiana, Ohio, 
and Michigan, with the excentions of the cites of fortifications, 
nayy-and dock yards, arsenals, magazines, and all other public 
buildings, stiall -after the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred 
and forty-two, be disposed of to the States within the limits of 
which they are respectively situated, they having previously 
complied withthe following conditions: 

First. -That the said States shall severally pass acts, to be 
irrevocable, that they will monthly, as the sales of the said lands 
shall progress, pay into the Treasury of the United States, at the 
frost convenient places of deposite, and to such officer as may 

e appointed to receive the same, sixty-five- per cent. on the 
gross amount of the sales of such lands, including, under sales 
grants, and donations by the States, estimating the lands at the 
selling price at the time of the grantor donation, on or before 
the first day of February of each succeeding year. 

Secondly. That the minimum price, as now fixed by law, shall 
remain unchanged until the thirtieth day of June aforesaid; but, 
after that period, the price may be reduced by the States re- 
spectively, according to the following scale: all lands theretofore 
offered at public sale, and then remaining unsold ten years or 
upward, preceding the thirtieth day of June aforesaid, may be 
reduced by said States to a price not less than one dollar per 
acre; and all landsthat may have been offered at public sale, 
and remaining unsold fifteen years or upward, preceding the 
said thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and forty-two, may 
thereafier be reduced by said States toa price not less than 
seventy-five cents per acre; and all lands that may have been of- 
fered at public sale, and remaining unsold twenty years or up- 
ward, preceding thesaid thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred 
and forty-two, may then be reduced by said Siates toa price not 
less than fifty cents per acre; and all lands that may have been 
offered at public sale, and remaining unsold twenty-five years or 
upward, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, eighteen hun. 
dred and forty-two, may thereafter be reduced by said States to 
a price not less than twenty-five cents per acre; and all Linds that 
may have been offered at public sale, anit remaining ungold 
thirty years or upward, preceding the said thirtieth day of Jane, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, shail be ceded immediately to 
the States in which said lands are sitnato: Provided, That all 


lands Which shall remain unsold after having been offered at. 


public sale for ten years, and which do not come under the 
above provisions, shall be subject to the provisions of pre-emp- 
ton, graduation, and disposition aforesaiil, at the respective 
Piertods of ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, and thirty years, 
after said sale, commencing from the expiration of ten years 
after the same had been offered at public sale. 

‘Thirdly, That tho lauds shall be subject to the same legal sub- 
divisions in the saleand survey as is now provided by Jaw, re- 
serving for each township and fractional township the sixteenth 
section, or the substitute, for the use ofschools, as hale store pro- 
vided by law; and the land not yet oflered for sale, shall be first 
oftered by the State at public auction, except in’ cases of pre- 
emption, and be sold for cash only, in the manner now provided 

aw. And any land now or hereafter remaining unsold after 
the same shall have been offered at sale at public auction, shal] 
be subject to entry for cash only, according to the graduation 
which may be fixed by the States respectively, under the provi- 
sions of this act; and that the acts of Congress which may be in 
force at the time of assenting to this act shailremain uncha nged, 
except as modified hy this act, unless with the assent of Con- 
gress: Provided, That any of said lands may, after they shall 
have hecome subject to private entry, be sold at the option of 
the purchaser, in quarter quarter sections, without any limita- 
tion whatever, 

Fourth. This disposition ofthe’ pnblic lands, ` together with 
the portion of the, salesto bo retained by the States respective- 
ly, under the provisions of this act ghall bein full of the five per 
cent. fund, or any part thereof, not already accrued to any State; 
and the said State shall be exclusively liable for all charges 
that may hereafter arise from the sutveys, sales, and manage- 
mentofthe public tands, and extinguishment of Indian title 
within the limnisof said States, respectively. 


Fifth. That, on a failure to comply with any cf the above 
conditions, or a violation of the same, ou the part of any of the 
said States, the cession herein made to the State failing to com- 
ply with or violating said conditions, shall be thereby rendered 
null and void; and all grants or titles thereafier made by said 
Sate, for any portion of the public lands within the limits of 
the same, ceded by this act, shall be, and are hereby declared to 
be, null and void, and of no effect whatever. 


Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That, upon every reduc- 
lion in the prices of said lands, whicb shall take place by. the 
graduating process of this bill, the Legislatures of the several 
States in which the lands are situated shall, at their discretion, 
have power lo grant to the respective occupants or settlers up- 
on any ofsaid lands, rights of pre-emption at such graduated or 
reduced prices; which rights shal! extend toa perisd of ninety 
days from and after the da‘es at which the respective gradua- 
tions shall take place; and any langs not teken up by the respec- 
tive occupants or settlers within that period, shali be Hable to 
be entered or purchased by any other person, until the next 
‘graduation or reduc:ion in price shal! take place, when itshall, 
if not previously purchased, be again subject to the right of pre- 
emption for ninety days, as before; and soon, from time to 
time, as said reductions shall take place. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted. That whenever the Pre- 
sident of the United States shall be officially notified thas any 
of the States aforesaid has passed an act in compliance with 
the above conditions, it shall be his duty, after the thirtieth da 
of June aforesaid, or forthwith afier the passage of said act, if 
passed subsequent to that period, to adoptsuch measures as he 
shall think proper to close the land offices, including the survey- 
ing department, within the limits of said State; and that the 
commissions of all officers cosnected therewith shall expire on 
a day to be fixed by him, but which day. shall not be beyond six 
months after the thirtieth day ʻo June aforesaid, or, if subse- 
quent thereto, from the day he received the official notification 
of the passage of said act. 


SECA: Aud be it further enacted, That-on such notification 
being made,.the said State shall be relieved from all com- 
pacts, acts, or ordinances, impesing restrictions on the right of 
said State to`tax any lands by her. authority subsequent to the 
sale thereof, ceded by. this” act; and all maps, titles, records, 
books, documents,’ and papers, m the General Land Office at 


lioe, and insert.the following as an amendment to the origi- i 


Washington, relative to said lands, or duplicates thereof, where 
the originals cannot properly be transferred, shall besubject to 
the order and disposition of the Executive of said State, in 
such manner as the Legislature of said States may respectively 
appoint. 

Sue. 5, And beit further enacted, That all lands of the United 
States within the limits of the State of Tennessee, with the ex- 
ceptions enumerated in the first section of this act, shall be, and 
the same are hereby, ceded to said State. ` 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the sixty-five per 
cent. of the proceeds of the sales, hereby secured to be paid to 
the United States, shall be set apart and exclusively applied to 
the gradual increase of the navy, and the erection of such forti- 
fications for the general defence of the country, as Congress 
may by law hereafter order and direct, ` 


SPEECH OF MR. REYNOLDS, 
OF ILLINOIS, 

In the House of Representatives, February 5, 1841— 
In Committee of the Whole, on the Treasury 
note bill. i 
Mr. REYNOLDS addressed the committee as 


. follows: 


Mr. Cuarrman: Although I admire the eloquence 
of the honorable gentleman from North Carolina, 
(Mr. Rayner,} whd has just taken his seat, yet I 
cannot subscribe to the principles contained in 
many of his. remarks. He observed he would 
have no confidencé in the party to sustain and sup. 
pert the principleg and docrines of State rights, 
who would: comnat such political sins as they did 
in the case of the Wew Jersey election. | 

Whenever itibécomes necessary to discuss politi- 
cal subjects from the stumps in HWinois, I take the 
New Jersey clectipns as my text, to demonstrate to 
the people that orè party did right, and the other did 
wrong, in these elections. I charge no corruption 
in the action of this House; but to some of the ac- 
tors in New Jersey I think at least a suspicion, to- 
larably well founded, might attach. That a majo- 
rity of the votes in that election were given {dr the 
Democratic members, all admit. Tae Governor of 
New Jersey, like others, must have seen and known 
these facts; yet, nevertheless, he gave the certificate 
and seal to the party having the minority of votes. 
These being the facts before the House in the con- 
tested election, the decision was. rendered in fa- 
vor of the majority of votes, and the present mem- 
bers of New Jersey thereby obtained their seats. 
So soon as the present political excitement which 
arises out of other causes in the S'ate of New Jer- 
sey subsides, and the people, in their ecol'and re- 
flecting moments shall. act on this case, they will 
give the same judgment in favor of the majority 
governing, as the House of Representatives did ilast 
session. I might ask in turn what would “State 
Rights” expect at the hands of a party who voted 
for a minority to goven? State and national rights 
beth would be in a very precarious situation, if mi- 
norities govern majo’ ilies. 

The great seal of New Jersey seemed to have 
with some as much power in this controvery as the 
phil sopher’s stone with its devotees. A seal with- 
out the majority ought to have no mote virtue than 
the aforesaid “stene.” : 

I will relate a case that took place in England, 
perhaps in feudal times, I state it, because almost 
all around me, and who are honoring me with their 
attention, more than I deserve, are lawyers. 

Ithad been established in England, in a court of 
justice, and recorded, that a ertain person was 
dead. Afterwards, it became necessary, on the 
trial of another cause in court, to prove the death 
of this person. The record, and the great seal at- 
tached to it, were produced in conrt; but lo and be- 
hold! at the trial the wan who had been supposed 
to be dead, appeared in full life in cepen court. The 
question was, must the record or the man himeeif 
be believed? 

Mr. Chairman, in onr country (Illinois) we 
would rather believe the man than the record and 
seal. In New Jersey, perhaps with a party it 
might be otherwise. 

FLORIDA War. 

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman [Mr. Rayner] to- 
day, and ihe Whig party on all occasions, charge 
the Administration with remissness and want of 
energy and capacity in carrying on the Florida 
war. 

Itis often stated that “a few squaws.and some 
miserable, starved Indians” hold out against all tne 
power of the United States; “ihis is the unkindest 


at 
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cut of all.” This is requiring a brave and efficient 
army, commanded by as courageous and: gallant 
officers as ever existed, to conquer the elements 
themselves. It is extremely easy to livein gay 
and fashionable society in the city of Washington, 


and make speeches against the Fiorida war, rather- 
. than to be wet and hungry, and perhaps sick, hunt- 


ing down the Indians in the swamps and ham- 
mocks of that country. 

_ All classes of troops have been employed ix this 
service at various times. Part of the regular 
army, with many of the gallant officers who have 
gained for themselves and country immortal honor 
in the late war with Great Britain, has been en- 
gaged in this service. They have exerted th:ir 
accustomed bravery and energy, but without suc- 
cess, as they were opposed by insurmountable ob- 
stacles Volunteer corps of cilizen soldiers were 
also enlisted into this service, and the same result 
attended their efforis. The brave and meritorious 
Gentry of Missouri, with many other gallant men, 
were slain in these efforts. 

Our troops in Fiorida were compelled to over- 
come enemies to which the Indian force was in- 
significant, and even contemptible.. They were 
forced to war against the elements, the swamps, 
hammocks, and sickness of the country, and 
in the summer were constrained to yield the 
field to malignant disease against which huma 
power cannot contend. Many of thee brave men 
are now lingering out an existence made wretched 
by disease, contracted-in this country in the war. 

The great Napoleon himself, who was the prodigy 
of all human creation, and waz ai the head of the 
finest army the world ever saw, was also defeated 
in Rnssia by the elements. Thé puny power of 
man must yield to the laws of nature. No matter 
if the man be the greatest of his race, and has com- 
mand over the greatest military nation that ever 
existed, as was the case with Bonaparte; yet he 
cannot war with success against the laws of 
Heaven. 

lt is doing the brave and gallant army of the 
United States great injustice to make these serious 
charges against them, without the least foundatiou 
whatever. 

f PROSCRIPTION. 

The gentleman from North Carolina expresses 
no doubt the sentiments of the whole Whig party, 
that the diplomatic corps of our Government in 
Europe will be recalled, and others sent in their 
places. 

Mr. Chairman, I know not if the Opposition 
party have changed their principles; but they have 
changed their expressions.. Nothing was so horrid 
to them, last year, as “‘proscription for opinion’s 
sake.” Now, after the election, it seems to be 
with them the only true and orthodox doctrine. It 
is strange how victories will change expressions. 

It was charged cn the Administration that an 
army of office holders were supporting the Demo- 
cratic party, and efforts were made in both Houses 
of Congress to deprive office holders from exercis- 


- ing the privileges of freemen; to disfranchive and 


gag them. 

But the scene has changed. An army of office 
holders for the Harrison Administration are to be 
enlisted, and placed in power. I do not suppose 
any effort will be made to disfranchise or gag this 
new Federal army. Time will determine. 


WEAK TREASURY, 

Mr. Chairman, the Opposition party charge the 
Administration with misrule,and other words more 
criminal, for the want of money in the Treasury. 
Jeremiah, of olden times, would be ashamed of 
his lamentations were he here to hear the modern 
‘Whigs mourning over the distresses of the people, 
on accountofa weak Treasury. O. K. Orful Ka- 
lamity. These crocodile tears generally flow from 
the eyes of those that wish to live on the work and 
labor of others, through the medium of the Treasu- 
ry, aed therefore think it a great crime in Govers- 
ment to be searce of Treasury pap. ; 

Kt is the proudest beast of a Republic to have a 
wealthy and happy people, and a weak Trea- 
sury.. A deficit is better than a surplus. . The 
amount of money which might be needed. in 
the Treasury, is with the people, in useful opera- 
tions. .. The people make more with it than the in- 


terest we pay on the Treasury notes, and the Go- 

verament is more prudent and economical in ex- 

penditures when the Treasury is low. : 
TREASURY NOTES. 

I am not at all opposed to the issue of Treasury 
notes under the circumstances-of the case, and, I 
think, more than five millions would be preferable 
to that amount. ` 

Some gentleman say it is unconstitutional to is- 
sue these no:es, and tbat a loan is constitutional. 
This seems a nice distinction. The difference be- 
tween a loan and the issue of Treasury notes might 
form an excellent subject for a critical discussion, 
in some of the learned colleges and seminaries. A 
professor of logic might test the talents of his pu- 
pils for acutesess and precision in ascertaining the 
difference. For all practical purposes the opera- 
tion must be the same. The credit and responsi- 
bility of the Government is used in both cases, and 
in my opinion, the Constitution stands as fair for 
one mode as the other. 

Some have most singular notions of the Con- 
stitution. They contend that it is constitutional in 
the crisis of a war to issue such notes, and in peace 
the Constitution knows no such power. It seems 
to me the Constitution remains the same stem and 
unchangeable instrument in war as well as in 
peace. 

A sufficient amount of notes should be issued to 
improve ihe harbors around our coasts, and to com- 
piete our national works. It is economy and a 
saving to the Government to continue these werks 
rather than to see them tumble into ruins, and the 
materials and implements destroyed. Among these 
national works I would expect to see completed the 
Cumberland road, which is a work my constitu- 
ents also weuld be extremely well pleased to see 
finished. 

I have the utmost confidence in the talents and 
integrity of the Hon. Mr. Jongs of Virginia, the 
chair.nan of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
He is not warped astray by party prejudice, but is 
firm to the true interest and. honor of the country, 
and such amount of Treasury notes as he deems 
necessary aud proper for the present wants of the 
Government, I will sustain. The whole amount is 
but trifing when compared with the wealth and 
great resources of the country. 


PROSPERITY CF THE COUNTRY. 

Mr. Chairman, I will be permitted to exhibit a 
small portion of the resources of the people. 

I do this for various considerations, which I will 
make kcown before I close my remarks. 

The report of the Secretary of the Treasury ex- 
hibits an excess of exports over the imports of the 
last year of $26,766,059. 

The Secretary further says: 

“The excess of exports is not only more than ever was known 
before, but quite three fold greater.” 

This is proof that cannot be controverted, that 
the substantial wealth and resources of the nation 
have inereased last year more than in any former 
year. Does this look like distress? 

In the whole region of the Northwest, and other 
sections of the Union, the products of an indus- 
trious and virtuous people are astonishing, and 
would not obtain our belief, if they were not taken 
from official and correct data. l 

In the Stateof Lilinois, taken from the census, we 
find thé people in that State have the last ycar on 
hand the following products: 


Wheat - - + 2,302,956 bushels 
Corn - - - 19,626,904 “ 
Oats . - - - 3,795,500 “ 
Potatoes - - - 1566000. « 
Neat cattle - - - 164,961 

Hogs ©- - - 1,258,184 i 
Sheep - - ~ $37,157 

Coal - - - 3,546,000 bushels 
Salt - - - 20,0090 «“ 
Lead - - - 336,157 pounds 


Itis stated in decuments, which I presume are 
correct, that the value of property in the State of 
Indiana assessed for taxation for the year 1841, 
amounts to the sum of $132,548,137. I have no 
data to exhibit the prodvets of this State this year; 
but no doubt they are greatly increased since the 
last. 


“At Cleveland, Ohio, independent of the supplies by wagon, 
the receipts of wheat by the canal this year are near two mil- | 


lions two hundred thousand bushels, and one halfa million bar- 


rels oi fiour. é 
iere atrived at Cleveland, in 1840, on thé Ohio canal, 
Si pounda of produce, being an incorona of 94,117,555 
u e prévious year, e increase of wheat, al ur i 
equal to 453,765 barrels, „mhont -ad fopr ia 
“ToLEDO, Ox1o:-—The amount of flourand wheat shipped at 
this port is equal to 67,000 barrels. Seven. years ago:the place. 
was not in existence, and the country around was a wilderness, 
and until 1837 was dependent"upon Western New York for 
bread stuffs. : 
“The business between the city of St. Louis, Missouri, and 


` Boston and New York this year, according to the St. Louis Ga- 


zette, is $6,000,000.” 

When the Chicago canal is finished, which wil} 
be soon, the transportation of merchandize to this 
city will. be mostly by it and the Erie canal. As 
the city of New York is intimately connected with 
the Northwest in commerce, and no doubt bas in- 
creased in the same ratio, I will state the value of 
real estate in the city this year, and the estimated 
amount of taxes for 1841: oh 
Value of real estate, . «+  $187,000,000 
Amount of tax for the support of the 

city, . 3 A r 1,553,000 


“Cotton exported from New Orleans in the years 1838-39 and 
1839-40, ending 30:h September, (from Hazard’s Regigter:) 


‘Total in 1838-39 580,817 balts. 
ae 1839-40 . . 954.191 4 
Increase . . 373,3874 « 


“Exports of sugar from New Orleans in 1839-40: 
Total—Hogsheads - . 


» 


Bar:els - . : 5,978 
“Cotton at Mobile, Alabama, (from Mobile Letter Sheet:) 
Cotton in 1839 - - 252,240 bales, Bf 
. . - 446,042  * 
Increase . ” . 193,802 “ 


Is this ruin and distress? . Y 

I hope it will be no offence to the people in this 
city, who complain so much of hard times, to re- 
cite from the Iate‘ligencer, a paper which is ortho- 
dox with them, the increase of houses in Wash- 
ington, We must conclude from this improves 
ment that other valuable and lasting improvements 
are progressing in the same proportion. If the 
banks had been overflowing the city with irre- 
deemable shinplasters, these improvements would 
not have been made: ig te 

“The number of new. buildings erected in the city of Wash- 
ington during the year 1840 were as follows: 

BRICK DWELLINGS. 


Three story =- + + +: +. J5 as 
Two “ e ef 2 ee BO 
One “4 >) 
WOOD DWELLINGS. 
Two stor . . Š & 106 
One anda half story - she 8 
One story Tr 8 
Total number of dwellings -~ - + 48 
Additions sr ee 14 
Shops ` - - . . 13 
Churches -= so. a‘ 2 
Total s+ -= W 


Mr. Chairman, I will not trouble the committee 
with any more details of facts, showit gthe increase 
of wealth and improvements throughout the coun- 
try as this will be a sample for the who'e Union. 

The increasing and productive wealth of the 
country must forma solid basis on which to issue 
the amountof ‘Treasury notes mentioned in the bill, 
and moreover it must also silence all unfavorable 
and senseless clamors about the distress, :uin, and | 
bankruptey of the country. Is the city of Wash- 
ington ruined and distressed with 207 new buildings 
erected last yea? Can*any reasonable man be- 
lieve that Illinois, with all her products, is abont to 
be rained? Can distress be the consequence of such 
unparalleled increase of wealth? It will bea’ dis- 
tress and rnin ofa singular character. i 

PAPER CURRENCY AND IDLERS, - 

T pretend not that bank nores are as plenty as in 
some former years: but I presume no one will con- 
tend that they are the substantial wealth of the 
country. They are uncertain, fluctuating, and only 
the shadow of the substance. Are they to be comi- 
pared with the substantial. prodacts. and improve- 
ments of the nation? ; 

I will exhibit the amount of paper in circulation 
for several years, which will show that itis the 
banks, and not the country, that has produced the 
embarrassment with some part of the community: 


January 1, 1820 #44 863,344 
“« 1830 61,323,898 
n 1834 94 839,570 
t 1835 103,692 495 
«1836 140,301,038 
s 1837 149,186,890. ~ 
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ade 1838 


; =- 116,138,910 ` 
cos a 1839 135,170 995- 
mi 1840 106,968,572 


| "The above table exhibits the deficit of paper cit- 


-calation:in-some. years, which is the cause ofthe 


‘imaginary distress so much complained of by some ` 


“people. Even if it were such cause as. to produce 
eral distress, the Government cannot -control it. 
a matter with the State banks, with which the Ge- 


awh 
ment? 
* 4 Fhese cries of hard times and lamentations for re- 
Alef. generally proceed from people who will not 
exercise. any industrious avocation to make a liv- 
ing, and who have nothing to live on. They are 
generally people silting on boxes at store doors 
‘whittling pine sticks, and doing nothing for a live- 
hood except kicking the boxes with their hee!s. In 
the summer they seek the shade, in winter they 
bask. in the sun at the sides of the houses, and in 
‘both seasons never cease crying “‘change, change — 
“the hard times have ruined us—Tip and Ty for 
eyer” 3 
`- SPECULATION. 

Itis often.charged on the Administration that the 
Democratic patty are senseless and deaf tothe dis- 
tresses of the people. Their hearts are too cold to 
relieve the sufferings of the community. That 
some people are embarrassed in trade and 
speculations, I have no doubt. At the time when 
the bank circulation was almost one hundred and 

“fifty millions of doilars, this induced many per- 
"song to` embark in trade. and speculations; and 
When ‘the banks curtailed the circulation down 
to about one hundred and six millions, many 
of these land traders and speculators, by imprudence 
‘and extravagance, became embarrassed, and some 
‘ruined. For these unfortunate men, the Demo- 
cratic party have gwod feelings and sympathies, ne~ 
vertheless. How can the Government relieve 
them? The Government possesses no magic power 
to make money out of nothing. If the Gover- 
ment relieve these embarrassed men, it must be 
done by taxing the industry, pradence, and eco- 
nomy of another portion of the community to pay 
their debts, Can this be tolerated in a Government 
of equal rights? Is it rieh for one people to pay 
the debts of another? . These fluctuations in the 
paper currency were not caused by the Govern- 
ment, Congress cannot interfere in State i istita- 
tions, . These. banks suspended when the Govern- 
ment was in full communion with them. Both the 
Government and banks sat together at the same 
political communion table—the banks feasting on 
the public deposites, and the Government using 
heir paper. But the banks committed adultery, 
andthe Government divorced them. The Govern. 
ment never did, and do not yer, entirely refuse their 
‘oles, when they are paid in specie. 
oe SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 
tas strange, in the course of this discussion, how 
the- Secretary of the Treasury has been abused, 
Almost every word known in the English jan- 
guage toexpress fraud, hypocrisy, and imposition, 
has been used against him, Is this a generous or 
noble bearing towards a man ora party that are 
defeated? We were overpowered, not by prinei- 
ple, but by numbers, and we were disposed to le- 
gislate for ths good of the country, without poli- 
tical excitement. - But we were forced into this po- 
litical discussion. The honorable gentleman from 
New York [Mr. BannarD] commenced the fire in 
this House, which was followed up by heavy ar- 
uNery on the same side. What could we do other 
than to combat it with facts and the truth? Was it 
right to Jet unfounded asseitions go out to the world 
to impose ther on the people as the truth? . Willa 
generous people be satisfied to see an efficient and 
meritorious officer abused and condemned for do- 
-ing bis-duty? The law makes it the duty of the 
‘Secretary of the Treasury to make a report each 
year. tothe President, and for the performauce of 
this duty, ieis-condemned almost as a criminal. 
Jn afier times, when reason regains her empire 
amongst men, and party rancor is silenced, this of- 
ficer will be esteemed as an able and eficient 
financier, doing great service to the country, with 
konor to.bimself. - 


ral Government has no power to interfere. Can the ` 
isdeeds of: the. banks. be visited.on the Govern- : 


It is extremely difficult to regulate the fiscal con- 
cerns of this nation, extended as it is, over such an 
immense territory. The operations of the Secreta- 
ry have embraced the extraordinary sum of three 


. hundred and sixty millions of dollars, and extended 


over nearly two million square miles. The tiucta- 
ation of the currency, in that time has also been a 
great source of annoyance and difficulty. “Last, 
though not least,” was the suspension of specie 
payments. This left the Treasury without a dol- 
lar of available funds as often as it occurred. Was 
not this an alarming crisis in theċountry? The 
public money all locked up in banks, whose notes 
could not be received by the Government, as they 
were not redeemable in specie. This misconduct 
of the banks caused this calamity, and yet the Ad- 


ministration and Secretary are condemned forit- 


And even now the Secretary is visited with the se- 
verest denunciations for doing what the law com- 
pelled him to do. i 

Under the law and Constitution, could he do 
otherwise than to refuse to receive notes which 
were not redeemable in specie? Could he, by 
law, deposite the funds of Guvernment in non-spe- 
cie-paying banks? With all these disadvantages 
and difficulties in the currency, the country, under 
the present Administration, has flourished in an 
unexampled degree. 

Mr. Woodbury, in his report, says, he has been 
connected with the Treasury from six to seven 
years. 

“During this term, there has occurred much to evince the 
great fiscal power, as well as the prosperity of the Union, Some 
reverses have, at times, overtaken the rashness displayed by 

arts of the community in certain branches of busmess, and 
fave extended their adverse influences Ww the revenne depend- 
ent on them. But the period and country, as a whole, have 
becn almost unexampled in prosperous developments.” 

Again he says: 

‘It bas enabledthe Treasury to meet the current expenditures 
of the Government, as wellas the extraordinary ones by Indian 
wars, treaties, and other costly measures, and without imposing 
any new taxes or high tariff, and without any new funded debt 
whatever, but extinguishing considerable remains of the old one, 
and paying the interest on that assumed for this District, to save 
the unprecedented surplus of more than twenty-eight millions of 
dollars, and to deposite the same with the States for safekeeping, 
until needed by the General Government. 

Moreover he adds i ; 

“That besides the recorded evidence of the prosperity 
of the country, it is gratifying, that the Treasury, without 
the aid of the United States Bank, has been able to make its vast 
collections, transfers, and payments, with promptitude, and, in 
most cases, with specic ov its equivalent.” 

These statements of facts, together with those I 
have already presented to the committee, will esta- 
blish this truth ‘beyond contradiction—that the real 
and substantial wealth and improvement of the 
country have been advanced in an unparalleled de- 
gree during the last year. At no period since our 
national existence has the country so much right 
to rejoice as during the last year at her prosperity 
and improvement in all things that conduce to the 
substantial and permanent happiness of man. 
Where is the distress and ruin so much complained 
of? And where is the cause of so much abuse 
against an able and talented officer, who has labor- 
ed so faithfully and. so efficiently in the duties of 
his office for the permanent and general welfare of 
the nation? 

THE PUBL'C LANDS. 

Mr. Chairman, the subject of the dublic domain 
was introduced into this discussion, which, of all 
other subjects, is the most interesting to the people 
in Ulinois, whom I represent. Were I able to pass 
these two measures—the prospective pre-emption 
and the proper graduation of the price—I should 
consider it the best public act of my life, and which 
would be the most gratifying to me. I should con- 
sider it, also, the most glorious act of any one’s 
life to procure farms and homes for thousands of 
poor and honest families, and this, too, without in- 
jary to the public. We would then see the new 
S:ates crowded with hardy, industrious farmers, on 
their own soil, able and willing to sustain the Go- 
vernment in any crisis, whether in war or peace. 

The journals of both Houses of Congress, and 
other public documents, will prove, to the satisfac- 


‘tion of all mankind, that one party in the United 


States are friendly to these measures, and the other, 
with some exceptions, are hostile to them. The 
Democratie party, with that enlightened liberality 
of sentiment and those enlarged views of public 
policy which-have characterized them from the com- 


mencement of the Government to the pres-nt time, 
have taken the lead on this subject, and are dis- 


posed to provide every poor man with a farm and ` 


home for himself and family. 
The Presidents, Gen. Jackson and Mr. Van Bu- 


‘ren, both recommended’ this. policy, and the friends 


of the people have joined heart and hand with 
them in their recommendations. i ` 

The Secretary of the Treasury has likewise sta» 
ted that the graduation would increase the revenue 
and the prospective‘pre-emption policy cannot ih- 
jure it; as the present pre-emption law will not ex- 
pire before the billnow before the House would 
take effect, if it were passed into a law. 

I am not only friendly to these measures, but. 
would be pleased, also, to see-passed the cession act, 
granting the whole public lands to the States where 
they lie, on some fair and equitable principles, 
Then this bone of contention, this heartburning be- 
tween the old and new States, would cease. The 
country then would be settled and improved by a 
virtuous and enterprising population, whichis the 
foundation of the wealth and strength of all na- 
tions, A revenue could then be raised from this 
population tenfold greater and more certain than 
the present, arising from sales of the public lands, 
This revenue is uncertain, and is paid in with no 
good feelings from the new States, 

ALIENS, 

It has been seriously contended that the benetits 
of the pre-emption laws should not be ex'énded to 
aliens, anda vote in the Senate has been taken on 
the subject. Since the commencement of the pre- 
sent land systema, the uniform practice has been to 
sell the publie domain to aliens as well as to citi- 
zens of the United States. As far as I am in- 
formed, no inconvenience has occurred from this 
policy. 

The State laws of Illinois not only permit aliens 
to purchase and hold lands in the State, but also 
permit the same to descend to their heirs, as if they 


‘were native citizens of the United States. 


During the debate on this interesting subject-—the 
public domain-—an extraordinary opinion has been 
expressed, and some argument advanced to sustain 
it, that an alien, under the laws. and Constitution 
of the United States, has'no right to vote for mem- 
bers of Congress. This sentiment, emanating from 
such high source, and being so directly adverse to 
the practice with us in Illinois, since the formation 
of our Government in 1818, I deem it my duty 
to give to the subject such consideration as it seems 
to merit. 

The Hon. Mr. Cray of Kentucky says, as res 
ported in the Intelligencer: 

“The right to vote implies citizenship necessarily, essentially, 
although the converse of the proposition does not apply. Then 
comes the State authority; but the State has no power to con- 
fer the elective franchise on any foreigner, who is not a con- 
stituent purtion of the people of the State—who is not a mem» 
ber of our political community—who is not one of the people 
of the United States,” : 

And again: , 

“Tf a State constitution declares that aliens may vote, then 
their vote may affect the’ composition of the House of Repre- 
sentatives or of the Senate; and so eventually the question 
might come into their bodies in judging, as they respectively 
havea right to judge. of the qualifications of persons returned 
as members of the two Houses.” 

Ideny that the General Government have any 
power to regulate or prescribe the qualifications of 
electors for members of Congress. That power to 
regulate and prescribe the qualifications of electors 
has been confided to the State Governments, and 
none other can exercise it, 

If this were not the system of our Government, 
that harmony and aepenuence on the same people 
with the same qualifications which is necessary 
and proper, would not exist. If the General Go- 
vernment had tht power to prescribe the qualifica- 
tions of voters, this would give it a distinct and 
separate existence, from the people of the State Go- 
vernments, which the uniform practice since our 
national existence, and the forms of our Govern- 
ments, in my opinion, do not sanction. The Ge- 
neral Government, by this rule, would be ableto 
crush the Siate Governments and establish through 
out the Territories ef the United States a. central 
omnipotent power. The rights of the States would 
be destroyed by the undue influence of the National 
Government. : : E 

It the General Government possess this power 
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yo prescribe the qualifications cf electors, it might 
require each voter to be the owners of lands to such 
amount that few only could vote for members of 
Congress. It might require also other qualifica- 
tions, such as education, or perhaps, certain re- 
ligion. ` 

If the qualifications of electors were permitted 
to be different for each Government, in the same 
proportion would the two Governments be dife- 
rentin their composition and character, and the 
General Government possessing the greater power, 
would, in time, destroy the others. - 

The Democratic doctrines contained in the cele, 
brated Virginia and Kentacky resolutions, the pro- 
ductions of ihe two great statesmen, Jefferson and 
Madison, would be prostrated to the dust. 

These evils, iu my judgment, the Constitution in- 
tended to prevent and avoid. It intended, as it 
said, that the foundation of each Government 
should be based on the same people, professing the 
same qualifications as electors in both Governments. 

The second section of the first article of the Con- 
stitution of the United States contains the follow- 
ing, to wil: 


“The House of Representatives shall be composed of mem- “ 


bers chosen every second year by the people of the several 
States; and the electors in each State shall. have the qualitica- 
tions requisite for electors ofthe most numerous branch of the 
Beate Legislature.” 

_ ‘This language and expression would appear ma- 
nifest to a plain common man. “To have the qua- 
lifications requisite for the most numerous branch 
of the State Legislature,” cannot mean that the 
electors shall have other and further qualifications 
to enable them to vote for members of Congress. 
We are prohibited from giving the General Govern- 
ment more power than is given by a fair and rea- 
senable. in’erpretation of the Consitution. The 
10th article in the amendmet of the Constitution 
Says: 

irie powers not delegated to the United States by the Consti- 
tution, nor prohibitedto the States, are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the people.” 

The above article does not require the “citizens” 
of the United States to choose members of Con- 
gress every second year. The Representatives 
shall be chosen “by the people of the several 
States.” 

The people ofa State, ex vi termini, does not ne- 
cessarily mean that they are Citizens of the United 
States. Iam satisfied that ‘ihe people of a state,” 
and the citizens of the United States, have different 
significations, and so it was considered by the fra- 
mers of the Constitution, . Indians and negroes are, 
while residents of a State, people of the Siate. 
They are people, although they may not be citizens 
of the United States. Aliens may very properly be 
termed part of the “people of the State,” when they 
reside within the State-—hold land in it, and are 
subject to ali the burdens of taxation, military 
duty, &c. like other people. 

“The people of the State” must be understood 
to refer to those residing within the limits of the 
State, and cxcluding thoze living without from ex- 
ercising the elective franchise for members of Con- 
gress in a different State from which they reside. 
‘This is the only restraint impored on the States by 
the Federal Constitution. The “people” voting for 
members of Congress must reside within the States 
where their votes are given. 

The following provision in the Constitution of 
the United States, under the second section of the first 
article above alluded to, will sustain the position I 

‘have taken. f 


“Representatives’ and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
among the several States which may be included in this Union, 
according to their respective numbers, which shall be determin- 
ed by adding to the whole number of free persons, incinding 
those bound to service fora term of years, and excluding In- 
dians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons. 


In the above extract the words “ithe whole num- 
ber of free persons” are used, and the word ‘“citi- 
zen” is not mentioned at all; so thatthe conclusion 
must be correct, that the Constitution did notin- 
tend to circumscribe the action of State Govern- 
ments to the qualification of citizenship for the 
electors. “Free persons” are the basis to which 
the ‘ three fifths”? were to be added, and are like- 
wise the basis on which both the State and Federal 
Governments are founded. z 

If the framers of the Constitution had -intended 
to -have used the word “citizen” in place of “the 


people of the States” and “free persons,” or to 
have altached the qualification of citizenship to the 
elector, they would have done se, as they had in 


-the same instrument authorized the naturalization 


of aliens, and regulated the extent of citizenship. 

-The provision in the Constitution, that “each 
House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, 
aud quatifications of its own members,” does not 
authorize either House to alter or change the qua- 
lifications of electors. 

The House is to judge of the elections, returns, 
and qualifications of its own members, according 
to the laws and Constitution of the State where the 
election washad. There is no power given in this 
expression to add to er diminish the qualifications 
of voters, and, in al} the contested elections, so far 
as I have examined them, the House has not pre- 
tended to exercise this power. 

The Constitution of the State of Hlinois, in the 
27th section of the 2d article, prescribes the quali- 
fications of electors in these words: 

“In all elections, all white male inhabitants above the age of 
twenty-one years, having resided in the State six months next 
preceding the election, shall enjoy the rizht. of an elector; but 
Bo person shall be entitled to vote except in the county and dis- 
ice in which heshall actually reside at the time of the elec- 

There cannot be any languege more plain and 
explicit than the above. Itneeds no commentary. 
It speaks for itself, and speaks a language that can- 
not be misuaderstood. 

If an alien be permitted to vote under the Con- 
stitution of a State, this does not make him a ciii- 
zen of the United States. I pretend not that a 
State can naturalize aliens, and make them citizens 
of the United States. The elective franchie is 
quite ci similar from citizenship. A person may 
enjoy one, or the other, or both, and in some cases 
neither; as the people of color in Hiinois co not 
vote and are not chizens. 

It has been the uniform practice under the Con- 
stitution of the United Staies, since its adoption, so 
far as my knowledge extends, for the several States 
to prescribe the qualifications of the electors within 
each State respectively; and I believe almost every 
State in the Onion possesses some difference in 
their respective qualifications of electors. They 
differ, some in the property qualification, some in 
time of residence, some in color, some in citizen- 
ship, and alienage, &c. 

This marked difference, and great variety in the 
qualifications of electors in the several Stairs of 
this Union, establish the trae and correct exposi- 
tion of our Constitution on this subject. Hereto- 
fore, in many of the States, and in some at the pre- 
sent time, free people of color exercise the elective 
franchise. This practice is authorized by the State 
Governments; and I have never heard of any con- 
tested election being before this FIouse on that 
ground. If Congress had the power to change the 
laws and Constitution of a State on this subject, it 
would be a subject more likely to call for the spee- 
dy action of Congress, than. perhaps any other. 
Yet it remains for the States to regulate, under the 
Constitution, as it may seem just and proper. 
Within a few years, Tennessee has changed her 
Constitution, so that people of color do not now 
vote in that State, and perhaps other States have 
also amended their Constitutionz, so that this class 
of people do not vote. 

These amendments cf the State Constitutions de- 
moonstrate that the States have exclusive power over 
this subject, and that it is Jeft with them to correct 
the evil, if it be one.’ It also proves, the States 
having exclusive power, that the General Govern- 
ment has none over the subject; and the nght.of the 
Government has never been attempted to be ex- 
ercised in preventing those amendments of State 
constitutions on this or any other subject. In l-t 
Littell’s reports, p. 334, the Supreme Court of Ken- 


tucky decides: 

“Phe negroes and mulattoes are, almost every where, consi- 
dered and treated asa degraded race of people: insomuch so, 
that, under the Constitution and laws of the United States, they 
cannot become citizens of the United States.” 


. This is a decision I consider directly in point, 
and itis a decision of an enlightened and intelli- 
gent court. , 

If free negroes and mulattoes have the power to 
exercise the elective franchise, and are not at the 
sanie time citizens of the United States, it must be 


true with cthers, that they may exercise the same 
franchise*before they are naturalized citizens. 

If this House, judging on a contested élection, 
were to annul and abrogate the Constitution of the 
State of Ilinois, in this clause, or ‘in any’ other, it 
would be a revolution in the Government, and a de- 
struction of the present system. ee 

A joint resolution passed in the Congress of the 


` United States, admitting the State of Illinois into 


the Union “on an equal footing with the. original 


‘States, in all respects whatever.” The subject of 


the State Constitution of Illinois was before the 
Congress, and the principles therein contained were 
examined and agreed to. After this public and so- 
lemn act, can Congress recede from it, and annul 
and change any part of the Constitution? I know 
of no power, Supreme Court of the United States 
or other tribunal, that can take cognizance of a 
State Constitution and decide egainst it, when such 
Constitution is “Republican,” and ‘the State is ad- 
mitted into the Union. 

The honorable member [Mr. Chay of Kentucky] 
says that, if a State Constitution permits aliens to 
vote, such vo:e may affect the “composition of 
the House ef Representatives, or the Senate.” 
This is true, that such vote will affect the House 
and the Senate, and such was the intention of the 
framers of our Government. 

The General Government is not based on ‘the 
masses of the people throughout the Union, with- 
out connection with the States. It-is a Governs 
ment formed by the union of the people of the 
several States, and not by the gereral union of the 
people throughon: the territorial limits of the United 
States. ‘Lhe people of each Siate, separate and 
apart from the others, vote for the President of the 
United States; and the Legislatures of the respec- 
live S:ates elect Senatcrs to the Sena'e of the 
United Saves. These are the actions of the States 
distinct! from each other, and in the same manner 
do they act in their respective component parts of 
the General Government. ere 

The States, seperate and apart from each other, 
form this part of the General Government, and 
in the same manner do they act in their respective 
component parts as Statesin the selection. of mem- 
bers to the House of Representatives. The people 
of each Siate, in their State capacity, apart from 
the others, compose the Government of the United 
Etates, which its name indicates. . 

The pecple of each State, acting distinct and in- 
dependent trom the others, may prescribe and regu- 
late the composition of the House in any manner, 
which will, in their judgment, conduce the most to 
their happiness. This was the political. compact 
made at the formation of our Government, and no 
one party can now alter or change it. The cha- 
racter ot the Flouse may satisfy one section of the 
Union, when itis quite unsatisfactory to another; 
yet it is constitutional. Aboliticn petitions, for ex- 
ample, presented from one section of the Union to 
the Congress of the United States, are not satis- 
factory to another; yet this will not form any cause 
on which to exclude the votes of Abolitionists for 
members of Congress. If it be an evil to permit 
aliens to vote, which I do not believe, the commu 
nity where it exists will be ‘he most conversant 
with it, more immediately affected by it, and will 
sooner than all others correct it. 

Mr. Chairman, representing a district in Illinois, 
where the practice fer aliens to vote has prevailed 
since the formation of our Government, and be- 
lieving, as the people do, that it is right and cón- 
stitutional, E deemed it my duty to give to the sub- 
ject some such consideration as I have expressed, 

RESOURCES OF ILLINOIS, AND THE STATE DEBT, 

Mr. Chairman, the State debt of Illinois and the 
resources to pay it are subjects of the greatest im- 
portance not only to the people of the State, but to 
many in Europe as well as in America. 

For the State of Hlinois, apprehend no danger. 
The resources of the State are great, and every year 
they are becoming more developed and more avail- 
able. Some of the annual products of labor in Iili- 
nois, I have already stated, and to which may be 
added twelve or fifteen million acres of land sub- 
ject to taxation. The great fertility of coil and exe 
tent of the State are known to all. The increase 
of population, I believe, for some years past, bag 
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‘een unrivalled. The census of 1830 showed the 
‘population tọ be about one hundred and filty-seven 
thousand; and it is in 1840 almost half “a million. 
‘I have no hesitation in saying the census of 1850 
will'exhibit at least one million of souls in Illinois, 
“There is no interior State in the Union, so far from 

“the océan, thathas sùch facilities for the transporta- 
dion of her products to market as the State of Illinois 

“possesses, : 4 . 

he resources of Hlinois ate incalculable, and 

‘will, when properly developed and made available, 

duce the present State debt into insignificance. 

‘Possessing’ these physical resources, Illinois has 

‘Blvo.an’ honest, industrious, and inte!ligent popula- 
tion to sustain and support the honor and character 
of the State at all h»zards. 

“The Chief Magistrate of the State, in his late 
message to the General Assembly, poszessing that 
neble and patriotic feeling which actuates all ho- 
nest and patriotic men, and expressing a fac simile 
of the sentiments of the State, says : 

, “A failure to meet promptly a single one of her engage- 
“ments, would inevitably throw around her future operations, 
difficulties -that would prove destructive to her character and 
interest, and in a great degree, paralyze her energies. 

` “Although there may be but one opinion among our citizens, 
that the money for-which we are indebted has been injudiciously 
appropriated, still their virtue and patriotism—their high sense 
of honor and justice, imperiously forbid delinquency in tte pay: 
ments, Famclearly convinced that they would look uponno 
calamity which might befall them, so great and humiliating as 
that which would strip them of their reputation for punctuality 
and probity in their engagements, When a State loses sight 
of these paramount considerations in her public policy, when 

„she ceases to hold integrity up to the world, as the polar star 
of ber legislation—when she becomes carcless of her standing 
among the communities around her, sho will settle down in 
hopeless degradation, and become the scorn and contempt of the 
World, Strongly impressed with these sentiments, I have con. 
voked you.” ` 
` Nothing can be more honorable and patrietic 
than the above recommendaiion to the Legislature. 

- Lhope the members of the General Assembly will 
‘take fire at the’holy zeal of Governor Carlin for 
the honor and interest pf the State; and make am- 

- ple provision for the punctual payment of interest 
‘on the State debt. 

This debt itself is not so great as is supposed 
‘Without examination. The whole debt for 
the canal which is ‘already contracted and may 
hereafter be contracted to complete it, cannot in- 
jure the State. The amount at present is $3,950,- 
000, and perhaps it will require a similar sum to 
complete it. This work will take two or three 
Years to finish, and when completed, will not only 
_pay theinterest on the debt, but produce a conside- 
Table revenue’ tothe Sate. This is the most im- 

donant work in the Union, or perhaps in the world. 

Teonnects a more extensive region of ferti'e coun- 

try in commerce, than any other improvement on 
earth. Allthe waters of the valley of the Missis- 
sippi are connected by it with the Lakes, St. Law- 
Fence and the various facilities of commerce in the 
Btate of New York. 
“Lhe “eountry is becomiag so densely populated, 
aid the: improvements of the same so much ad- 
‘vanced, whose interests it will be to use this canal, 
ihatit will bea suree of revenue to the State so 
SOOn as itis completed. à 

‘Iris ninety-seven miles long, sixty feet wide at 

thé top water marl, and the water in it six feat 

deep, commencing at Chicago, on Lake Michigan, 
and terminating at Peru, the head of navigation on 
the Illinois river. 

I may add that about two hundred and seventy 
thousand acres of land, which were granied by the 
General Government to the State for the coustruc- 
tion of this canal, remain yet unsold, and will, 
when the canal is finished, produce an amount of 
money that will go far towards liquidating the | 
whole debi. For the sale of part of these lands 
the sum of $1,117,654 is now: due the ernal. 

: The total bank debt is $3,100,000. This amount 

_ ds in operation in the banks of the State, and yields 
a dividend of six or cight per ceni; so that in fact 
-that isnot a debi, but rather an income to the 
State. o 

E The internal improvement debt is $3,187,000 for 
the sale‘of stock for railroad and river improve. 
ments. “There are various other items of indebted: © 
ness, which, added t0 the above suin, swells it to 
$5,245,000. The railroad jron amounts to half a 
million, which is ‘unsold. There are upwards of 


forty thousand acres of land appertaining to this | 
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fund, and other property and buildings, so that the 
debt of the State, on which interest must be paid, 


-may be placed at about $4,000,000. Not many of 


the roads on which the above sum was expended 
are completed, so that, as to the present time, the 
State will-receive no great benefit from them. The 
State debt to the schoo! fusd is near $800,000, and 
the sum to the banks of the State, which constitute 
the whole State debt. The domestic debt, for 
which the Siate has issued no bonds, will not press 
on her at this crisis for the interest, so that the only 
debt for which the State stands bound to provide 
for the permanent payment of interest, ıs that of 
$4,000,000 for the railroad system. 

The canal debt, and that for the banks, and some 
others, are not computed in the four millions of 
dollars for which the State is bound to pay inte- 
rest. All the others are for works which either 
will sustain themselves, or not pre.s the payment 
of interest at the present time. : 

Mr. Chairman, having resided in Ilinois from 
my early youth to the present time, and thereby 
being identified with the peopie in all our common 
interests and feelings, I would be derelict to myself 
and the people were I to remain silent and hear the 
character of my country assailed for the non-per- 
formance of her engagements. 1 therefore make 
the above unvarnished statement in the perform- 
ance of my duty to the people. The public is here- 
by enabled to form a correet judgment on this sub- 
ject, which is my only object. 

Nore.—Since the above speech was delivered, 
the Sup'eme Court of the State of Ilinois has de- 
cided that aliens are entitled to vote. 


SPEECH OF MR. WELLER, 
UF OHIO. 
In the House of Representatives, February 3, 1841— 
On the Treasury Note bill, 
Mr. WELLER addressed the committee as fol- 
ows: 

Mr. Cuairman: In rising to address the commit- 
tee at this late hour in the debate, I can scarcely 
hope to say any thing that will be worthy of their 
serious consideration. My object, however, is not 
so much to discuss the immediate question before 
the committee, as to allude briefly to some of the 
various topics which gentlemen of the Whig party 
have introduced into this debate. ; 

The question upon which we are now called to 
vote, is, whether or no we will authorize the Se- 
cretary to issue five millions of Treasury notes, to 
supply a temporary deficie.cy in the revenue. 
The Secretary, who is by law placed at the head of 
the finances of the Government, has, in the dis- 
charge of his ¢flizial duties, presented a report, in 
which he informs us that it will be necessary, in or- 
der to meetall the demands against the Govern- 
ment promptly when presented, thata debt should 
be contracted to the amount of five millions of dol- 
lars; not for the purpose of supplying a permanent 
deficiency in the Treasury, but for tte purpose of 
anucipating the revenue. In other words, he esti- 
mates that the receipts into the Treasury will, dur- 
ing the whole year, be amply sufficient to defray 
ali the neces:ary expenditures of the Government; 
but that, in consequence of the limited receipts 
during the first quarter, and the great demands 
egaiust the Treasury at that time, there will not be 
enough to meet all the liabilities as they fall due. 
The reason of this is obvious, and is satisfactorily 
explained in the report—the larger portion of the 
revenue will come into the Treasury towards the 
close of the fiseal year, whilst the heaviest demands 
will be made at a much earlier period. The use 
by the Government of its own credit, in the form 
of Treasury noles, is deemed the cheapest, as well 
as the most convenient, way of meeting this state 
of affairs, and has been resoried to at various times 
in the history cf our Governmest. In the report 
before me, the Secretary sets down the whole 
means of the Government, for the year 1841, at 
$24,723,473, and estimates the ordinary expenses 
at $19,250,000; to this last sum is to be added 
$4,500,000 fer the redemption of Treasury notes, 
and the further sum of $149,200 on account of the 
funded debts, chiefly for the citi-s of this. District; 
making, in “all, $23,899,200. So that there will 


be, atthe close ot the year, should Congress. con- 


Feb. 1841. 
HK. of Reps. 


fine the appropriations to the estimates, after all 
payments whatever, a balance of $824,273 in the 
Treasury... Here, then, is the official report, 
made by the Secretary under the re:ponsibi- 
lies of his oath, exhibiting the fiscal situa- 
tion of the Government. That officer has all 
the data in his possession necessary to enable him 
te communicate the truth to Congress. He has 
done so: and yet we find gentlemen on this floor 
maliing a systematic’effort to induce the country to 
believe that there iga permanent deficiency in thé 
revenue; that the Government is deeply involved in 
debt; and that no.teliance is to be placed in the re- 
port. -Now, Mr! Chairman, why is it that the 
leaders of the Whig party here are laboring so as- 
siduously to produce the impression that the Go- 
vernment is in debi? The reason is apparent to 
every man who has paid any attention to the 
movements pf that party. They desire to make 
this a pretext for an extraordinary session of Con- 
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gress; and then, by resorting to a loan, create a na- 


tional debt, and thus lay the foundation for the es- 
tablishment of a National Bank. That class of 
politicians who believe that a national debt “isa 
national blessing,” has not yet become extinct. 
They know that the Benkk of England (and from 
that country they borrow many of their political 
dogmas) would soon totter, and crumble to the 
ground, if it were notfor the enormous debt of that 
country; they know, too, that a National Bank can- 
not be sustained in this Government without a na- 
tional debt; and hence their efforts, on all oecasions, 
to produce a necessity for one. 

I have been considerably amused at the contra- 
riety of opinion amongst the learned Whigs who 
have addressed the committee on this branch of the 
subject. They all agree that there is a permanent 
deficiency in the revenue, and yet differ widely as 
to the amount of that deficiency. ‘The gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. Evans] declares that the defi- 
ciency will amount to from seven to ten millions 
of dollars! The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Bet] thinks it will be some fifteen millions! The 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Toompsoy] 
says about twelve or fifteen millions. While the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. BARNARD,] out- 
ciphering the whole of them, puts it at nct less than 
forty millions! Now, sir, ‘whatever confidence I 
may have in the mathematical learning and: ability 
of thee gentlemen, yet I prefer, in a case of this 
kind, relying on the report of the Secretary, who, 
from his position as the fiscal officer of the Govern- 
ment, is enabled to look over the whole ground, 
and give us the true condition of our finances; he 
must, certainly, understand the resources of the 
Government, the sum that will probably be received 
in the Treasury, and the amount necessary toa 
proper administration of its affairs. This bill is 
founded on that report; and we, who are now in the 
majority here, are not only willing, but anxious, to 
provide the necessary means to enable those who 
are soon to take charge of the Government, to 
meet allthe demands against the Treasury, and 
preserve the public credit inviolate. Although 
the Administration we have supported has been 
defeated and overthrown, yet our interest in the 
Government does not cease on the 4!h March next. 
No, sir; the same love of country—the same ar- 
dent desire to perpetuate the liberiies transmitted 
to us by our ancestors, that actuated us in by-gone 
years, still animates our bosoms; and, although 
displaced from offiee, we still cherish our institu- 
tions, and wish that they may be so administered 
es to promote the interests and advance the happi- 
ness of the people. As I know these to be my own 
feelings, so I believe them to be the sentiments of 
the party to which I belong. 

Several gentiemen of the Opposition, highin the 
confidence of the Whig party, have, during the pre- 
sent debate, advocated the establishment of a Na- 
tional Bank, as not only constitutional, but as ab- 
solutely necessary to a proper administration of the 
fiscal affairs of the Government. I have no. dis- 
position to anticipate this question, by entering into 
a discussion of its merits at the present time; but 
when it is submitted, as it probably will be at the 
next cession of Congress, as a distinct proposition 
for action, I trust I will be ready to meet it. In 
the mean time, however, I may remark, that it is 
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now before the country, ax one of the prominent 
measures of those who are soon to come into pow- 
er; and, as such, demands the serious considera- 
tion of the American people. Upon this subject, 
permit me to say, I stand where Thomas Jefferson, 
the great apostle of American Democracy, steod in 
1791;and deny the constitutional power to create 
such an institution, This, sir, is my position, and 
no human power shail drive me from it. As long 
as I retain a seat in the public councils, as long as 
my constituents hoavr me with their confidence, 
you may rest assured that no instilution which ex- 
ists by a violation of the Constituiion, and which, 
in its practical operations, is calculated to swallow 
up the sovereignty of the States and the rights of 
the individual citizen, will receive my countenance 
or support. But, sir, although invited by gentle- 
men on the other side, E do not intend to debate 
this subject now, but merely to mark it as one of 
the measures of the new Administration. 

I have said, Mr. Chairman, that the leaders on 
the other side have attempted, by their ingenuity 
in the use of figures, to make us believe that there 
was a permanent deficiency intherevenue. Ifsuch 
be the fact, (which is by no means admilted,) how 
comes it that we have a proposition in the other 
end ‘of the Capitol (the Senate) to divide the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands amongst the States? If 
the Treasury is, as you allege, already bankrupt, 
why increase that deficiency, by cutting eff the re- 
venue arising from the public domain? Sir, thisis a 
new plan for replenishing a deficient Treasury, and 
deserves to be ranked amongst the greatest dis- 
coveries of the age. You have said that there was 
a “permanent deficiency” in, the Treacury; 
and, in order to make this true; you propose 
to give a portion of the revenue to the States! But, 
sir, [deny the power, under the. Constitution, to 
distribute this money amongst the States, as has 
been contended for by gentlemen on the other side 
of the House. Congress has no power to levy 
taxes on the people, to collect money for distri- 
bution among the States. No gentleman in this 
House dare rise in his place, and assert the consti- 
tutional right of Congress to divide the revenue col- 
lected under your tarif laws amongst the Siates. 
The money arising from the sales of the pubiic 
lands goes into the Treasury, constitutes a part of 
the revenue of the Goverament, an‘ is liable to all 
the restrictions imposed by the Consuiution upon 
any part of the public ueasure. If you can dis- 
tribute any portion, you can distribute the whole. 
But, gentlemen tell us, this money arises from the 
sa'e of the lands belonging to the Government, and 
that the Consiituiion declares that Congress shall 
have power to dispose of the territory belonging to 
the United States, If, under this section, you claim 
the power to seil ihe public domain, and distribuie 
the proceeds to the States, you can levy taxes on 
the people, purchase land, sell it, and divide the 
proceeds. Now, itisa well settled rule in law, 
that you shall not be permitted to do indirectly, 
what you are not allowed to directly; so that, in my 
humble judgment, the admission that Congress had 
not the constitutional po ver to distribute the mo- 
ney collected by mcans of a tariff, is a surrender 
of the question, and an acknowledgment of the 
unconstitutionality of the distribution ef the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands. 

But, sir, this disiributicn act, so far as it goes, 
is intended to be an assumption of the State 
debts; its effect will be to enhance the value of 
the State bonds, some of which are now worth 
only sixty cents on the dolar. These bonds, to 
the amount of more than two hundred millions, 
are now held by the British bankers and brokers; 
and you propose, by assuming the debt, to 
enhance the valne in their hands; thus giving 
them at once some seventy or eighty millions 
of dollars! Many of the States have res per- 
fectly wild in their schemes of internal improve- 
ments,and have contracted debts abroad, which 
you now propose to pay by imposing additional 
burdens (for you must increase your tarif if you 


divide the land revenue) upon the people of the | 


non-indebied as well as the indebted States. It 
was boldly charged on the Whigs during the 
late canvass, that, if they succeeded, the British 
bankers would have cause to rejoice; for a bill pro- 
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of the State debts, would be passed. It was 
charged that these bankers were exerting the infiu- 
ence which their money gave them to defeat the 
present Administration. They held upwards of 
two hundred millions of oar stecks; and it is un- 
reasonable to suppose they would remain inactive, 
when their pecuniary interest, to so greatan extent, 
was involved in the contest. I do not intend to say 
that a sufficient number of votes were actually 
purchased to change the resuit—(although, under 
the pipe-laying system, which has. recently obtained 
in many parts of the country, much was doubtless 
used in this way)—but that its corrupting influence 
was seen and felt, in the printing and cistribudon 
of the various publications made by the Whigs, 
misrepresenting the acts and traducing the charac. 
ter of the present Chief Magistrate, and in the 
getting up of idle shows and pagcantries, That 
foreigners did interfere in our elections is proved 
by the numerous publications which have recently 
been made. It is unnecessary for me to read them; 
for they have already been submitted to the people, 
and have doubtless received, as they merited, their 
serious consideration. I present, however, one ex- 
tract from an Eogish paper, showing the feeling 
of the peopie of that country against the Demo- 
eracy of this: 

“Phe election of General Harrison to the Presi- 
dency of the United Siates is an event deeply inte- 
resting to England. 

“Mr. Van Buren was the deadly enemy of 
Great Britain. He stimulated the various crusades 
against paper money. He headed the coaspi- 
racies that were formed for the purpose of defraud- 
ing English creditors out of the debis dus them by 
America. He was the abetior of treason in Cara- 
da. f 
England in reference to the Northeast boundary ques- 
tion. 

“The sympathies of General Harrison. poini, 
we believe, in a cirection the reverse of that 
to which the prejudices of Mr. Van Buren inclined. 

“The election of General Harrison is, in 

short, a result on which England may congratulate 
herself.” 

"Pais extract is taken from the “London Morn- 
ing Chronicle,” and is, in my opiaion, the bigh- 
est compliment that could be paid to Mr. Van 
Buren. To be abused and denounced by the 
monarchisis of England, is the strongest evi- 
dence of his attachment to our free institutions, 
Bat, sir, I have no disposition to pursve this subject 
farther. 

Some gentlemen, seeing the dilemma in which 
they were about to be placed by the distribution 
act, have sought to rejieve themselves by a propo- 
sition to levy a daty on wines, silks, &s. and thus, 
by the imposition of new taxes en the propie, sup- 
ply the vacuum produced in the Treasury by the 
withdrawal of the land revenue; so that, in order 
to have money for distribution to the States, you 
mustincrease the burdenson the people. This is 
not, in my opinion, Mr. Chairman, the proper 
time for the adjustment of this question; but when 
the tarif comes before us for revision, itean be 
discussed. In the meanwhile, let us husband our 
resources by an economical expenditure; and, if 
duties are to be levied on these articles, let it be 
taken off, in a corresponding degree, from the ne- 
eessaries of life, in order that the laboring man 
(who, after all, iscompelled to pay this duty,) may 
be relieved as far as possible from taxation. BatI 
have no disposition to debate this question now. 

Tie gentiernan from New York, [Mr. BARNARD ] 
notwithstanding he declares there is a “permanent 
deficiency” in the revenue of some forty millions, 
charges the Democratic party with “niggardly par- 
simony” in the Adminisiration of the Govern- 
ment; and hopes that, under General fLarrison’s 
auspices, the various barbors, fortifications, and 
other works which, he alleges, we have neglected, 
will be liberally atiende to! Instead oí reducing 

| the expenditures of the Government, as the Se 
tary recommends, he is fer increasing them; ar 
this, I suppose, is bis plan jor diminishing his de- 
fet of foriy millions in the revenue. Bat, sir, we 
gre charged with a “niggardly parsimony.” Before 
il the election, the Wh'g orators in every part of the 
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country denounced, in tones of thunder, the Ad- 
minisiration, for having increased the expenses of 
the Government. Notwithstanding the expendi- 
tures last year (1840) were some ten- millions less 
than in 1838, yet we were told the public money 
was squandered. Now that the election :is-over, 
instead of extravagance, we have the cry of ‘pare 
simony.” Let the people mark this! The gentle- 
man from New York also said (if I understood 
him) that the furniture in the President’s House 
was unfit for the dwelling of a gentleman. . This, 
Mr. Chairman, was the unkindest cut of all. Im- 
mediately preceding the adjournment of the last 
session of Congress, the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. OGLE] made a speech commenting on 
all the articles of furniture in the. Presidents 
House, from the garret to the cellar, and from the 
parior to the kitchen, and attempted to show that 
Mr. Van Buren was living in the style and fashion 
of a king, rather than of a Republican President. 
That speech was sent out by thousands—yea, mil- 
licns—and constituted the political capital of the 
grogshop politicians and small-beer orators of that 
party throughout the country. But the object has 
been attained. The election is over, and the “gold 
spoon” humbug explodes. From the course you 
are now pursuing, the people will be enabled to see 
how much honesty characterizrd your conduct pre- 
ceding the election. : 

There is another subject, introduced by the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Breur,} to which 
I beg leave to refer. I allude to the “prospective 
pre-emption law,” which, I rejoice to learn, was 
passed by the Demoeralic party in the Senate on 
yesterday, and is now in this Fouse for its action. 
Ic has been denounced here as a “humbug, de- 
digaed to catch votes;” and gentlemen have vo» 
lnateered the assertion that we did not desire its 
passage. Now, sir, what is this bill? It is simply 
a proposition to give the settler upon the public 
lands the right of pre-emption; and differs’ only 
from the Jaws heretofore passed, in the fact that it 
is prospective in its operation. It does not propose 
to give the public domain to the settler, but to allow 
him to take that portion on which he has settled 
and built a log cabin, at the Government price, 
within a limited period. Itisa measure for the 
benefit of the poor man, for the humble tenants of 
the log-cabins; for thess who may be driven by 
poverty from the older States, and who may go 
with no bank-ills, perhaps, in their pockets, but 
with strong arms and honest hearts, to hunt for 
themselves and their families a home in the far 
West. Sir, if this were a measure for the advance 
ment of the pecuniary interest of speculators or 
bankers, it would not meet with the opposition it 
does from Whig gentlemen. Although loud in 
their professions of attachment to the poor man, 
when Office is to be obtained, in their legislation 
little regard is paid. to his interests. Gentlemen. 
have denounced these settlers as “lawless squatters” 
and “land pirates,’ and told us that the United 
States marshal ought to be sent with a military 
force to dispossess them. Sr, ifa banker (as is 
the practice every day) swindles the community out 
of millions, the act gors unwhipt of justice; but if 
a poor man settles dewn on the public land, and 
endeavors, by his industry and frugality, to pro- 
cure a livelihood for his children, you would raise 
a military force to turn him off, and deprive him of 
the little improvement he had made. This may be 
Whig policy and Whig justice; but, I venture the 
assertion, the American people are not prepared for 
such doctrine. In the estimation of these Whig 
orators, to cut down a few. trees in a dense and 
almost unbroken forest belonging to the Govern- 
ment, for the purpose of cultivating a few acres of 
corn, is a most heinous offence; whilst they suffer 
the bankers to violate the laws, make sport of their 
legislation, acquire wealih by their villanies, and 
ride in proud triumph over the ruin and desolation 
of the laboring man. Sir, there is a point beyond 
which forbearance ceases to a virtue; and the time 
will come when this great money-power, which is 
eating out the substance of the people, must be 
checked by yeur legislation, or the land will be de- 
luged ia blood. The day of retribution is at hand, 
and-wo be to that legislator who seeks to aggran- 
dize the few by the oppression of the many. 
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The pre-emption billjis a favorite measure with 
me, and enlists all the sympathies of my nature. It 
affords me the most sincere pleasure. to do all in my 
power to advance the interest of the hardy and en- 
terprising emigrant, who, abandoning the home of 
his fathers, the worn-out, worm-caten land of his 
nativity, has taken up his abode in the rich valleys of 
the far West. Sir, I would rather be recognised 
as the champion of such men, than hold the highest 
office within the giftof my country. Let these 
men have the encouragement of the Government— 
the. promise that, within.a limited period, they 
shall. be. permitted, at your present price, to pur- 
chase ‘the land on which they reside; and, with 
their. industry and enterprise, the rude cabin will 
soon- give Way to the comfortable dwelling, and 
the wilderriess be made “to bloom and blossom as 
the rose.” By the passage of this act, many, in 
the old States of this Union, who now feel, from 
day to day, the cutting lash of penury and want, 
and who have families growing up around them, 
without the ability to supply them with even the 
necessaries of life, would emigrate to the West, set- 
tle down on your lands, and soon surround them- 
selves, with all the comforts of life.. In this way 
you would not only contribute to their happiness, 
but in making them the owners of the soil, in- 
crease and strengthen their attachment to the Union; 
and thus lay the foundation for the permanent 
prosperity of the country broad and deep in the 
affections of the people. I would, for my own part, 
much rather make a gift of the public domain to 
bona fide settlers; who would improve the country, 
than.to see it falling at the Government price into 
the hands of speculators. 

One word more on this point. If gentlemen re- 
gard this preemption bill as an “electioneering” 
measure, what, I ask, do they think of the the dis- 
tribution act? That isa measure which has been 
hawked about by a distinguished Senator (Mr. 
Cray) for a number of years, and has constituted a 
large poron of his political capital; a measure, 
through the influence of which he hopes to reach 
the goal of his ambition—the Presidency. IEC the 
pre-emption bill which has passed the Senate 

asses this House, (and I know it will not be the 

ault of the Democracy if it does not,) and the price 

of the public lands is graduated, many portions of 
the country, now considered unproductive and 
valueless, will soon be settled and under cultiva- 
tion. A considerable part of the public domain 
has been in market for some twenty or thirty years; 
and, if the price of this were reduced and gra 
duated, much of it might be sold; and thus the Trea- 
sury replenished, without a resort to additional 
taxes on the people. ‘This policy has been adopted 
by some of the States in disposing of their lands, 
and ought to be pursued by the General Govern- 
ment, 

Much has been said by the different gentlemen 
who have addressed the committee in relation to 
the policy of the next Administration. Whilst 
gentlemen’ tell us that General Harrison stood 
fairly committed before the public upon all the va- 
rious questions in which the people are interested, 
we find them here differing widely as to the mea- 
sures he will recommend, or the policy be will 
adopt. The geneman from New York [Mr. Bar- 
warp] hopes and believes that liberal appropria- 
tions will be made, the “niggardly parsimony” of 
the present Administration abandoned, and a Na- 
tional Bank established. We are also told, by 
those high in the confidence of the President elect, 
that the proceeds of the public lands will be distri- 
buted amongst the States, and an additional tariff 
levied on certain articles, to make up the deficiency 
in the Treasury. Other gentlemen of the same 
party have denounced these measures, and declared 
such would not be the policy of General Harrison. 
_ Theeloquentgentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wiss,] 
who has Jong siood before the country as one of 
the .ablest champions of the Whig cause, has de- 
nounced, in unmeasured terms, an increase of the 
expenditures of the Government, the project for a 
duty on wines.and silks, and the distribution of the 
proceeds of the public lands. Well, sir, here stand 
members of the same party differing in every thing, 
as to the course of the next Administration. Now, 
does not every one see that ify as has been alleged, 
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General Harrison’s views were well known to the 
country, this contrariety of opinion would not ex- 
ist, I have no disposition to speak harshly of the 
man who has been selected by my countrymen to 
preside over the destinies of this Republic.  Not- 
withstanding the manner in which be comes in, he 
ought to havea fair trial. If, as his friends de- 
clared before the election would be the ease, his 


‘Measures are in accordance with those which go- 


verned the Administration of Jefferson—if he ad- 
heres to the good old Republican doctrines taught 
by our fathers—I wili not be found arrayed against 
him. But if, on the contrary, he proves a latitudi- 
narian in his construction of the Constitution—if, 
under his auspices, a National Bank is created, and 
a national debt saddled upon the people, to carry 
on a splendid system of internal improvement, 
thus making the States the mere stipendiaries of the 
General Government—if the public money is to be 
taken from the hands of public officers, where the 
framers of the Constitution intended it should be, 
and given to bankers, to increase their dividends 
and enhance the value of their stock—then, sir, I 
will oppose his administration boldly and fearlessly, 
and to the fullest extent of my humble abilities. 
The Democratic principles, which I believe to be 
inseparably connected with the prosperity of the 
country, shall not be sacrificed, if I have the power 
to avert it. 

We have, during this debate, had the novel spec- 
tacle of Whig members debating the question, 
whether or no we will have a special session of 
Congress this summer. The Constitation gives the 
President alone the power to convene Congress, 
should he deem it necessary. ‘This House has no 
control whatever over the subject, and yet it has 
been warmly discussed by gentlemen in the Oppo- 
sition. IX understand that a caucus, consisting of 
the Whig Senators, has been held, at which it was 
determined that a special session should be called. 

Here „Mr. Jenirer of Maryland, rose, and after 
disclaiming any knowledge of such a caucus, ask- 
ed for the authority on which the declaration was 
made. F 

Mr. WELLER responded that he made the asser- 
tion on the authority of the Whig papers in New 
York and Philadelphia; in one of which the names 
of the Senators in attendance were given. He 
was not aware thal the Senator thus named had 
authorized a denial of the correctness of the re- 
port. 

Mr. Jeniren asked Mr. Weiter whether he be- 
lieved all he read in Whig papers? 

Mr. WELLER replied that he was not generally 
in the habit of placing much confideace on them; 
but that, when they undertook to give the move- 
ments of their party-leaders, he supposed they 
might be depended on. 

It is then settled, Mr. Chairman, so far as the ad- 
visers of the President are concerned, that we must 
have a special session of Congress. And for what 
purpose? If our country were about to be involved 
in a war, and it were important to make prepara- 
tions for defending our rights, an extraordinary 
session might be necessary and proper; but why 
call us from our homes, at an expense of some 
three or four hundred thousand doilars to the peo- 
dle? I know of no other reason than because you 
are anxious to repeal the act commonly called the 
“Sub-Treasury bill. In the late canvass the banks 
freely expended their money to elevate the Whig 
orators to office; and now they are impatient for 
their remuneration; they have complied with their 
part of the contract, and expect you to comply with 
yours, by giving them the use and custody of the 
public money. They are unwilling to trust you 
until tbe annual session of Congress. Yes, sir; 
the banks have issned their edicts to you, and you 
have issued yours to the President elect, demanding 
a special session of Congress, in order that the 
“Sub-Treasury” may be repealed, and the public 
money be again given to a favored few to advance 
their interests. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Lanz] said that this act had “carried darkness 
and gloom into every avenue of life,” and has re- 
peated to this House a speech about the removal of 
the deposites, the specie circular, the Bank of the 
United States, &. I have no doubt, sir, that 
speech was frequently recited to his constituents at | 


El 


home during the late election, and received from 
them much more attention than it met with here. 
We were told some years ago, when the patriot of 
the Hermitage was a candidate for the Presidency, 
that “war, pestilence, and famine” were preferablé 
to the rule of a military chieftain; and another dis- 
tinguished Senator, wh» is soon to be in the cabinet, 
in depicting the ruin that must ensue from the remo- 
val of the deposites, declared thatour “canals would 
be asolitude,and our lakes a desert waste of waters.” 
But, sir, that military chieftain was elected; and 
neither “war,” “pestilence,” nor “famine,” over- 
spread the land; but, on the contrary, so ably did 
he administer the Government, that we now find 
these men the most devoted supporters of military 
chieftains. The public deposites were not restored, 
nor were our canals made a “‘solitude}” but, on the 
contrary, the commerce of the country increased, 
and the people continued prosperous and happy. 
But I have no inclination to review the acts of Ge- 
neral Jackson’s administration; they have been 
passed upon by the Amerivan people, and now 
constitute a part of our national history, He who 
believes he can divert public attention fram the pro- 
fligate acts of the banks, and make them believe 
that the mere fact of the Government taking care 
of its own money, by means of the “Sub-Treasu- 
ry” Jaw, has produced the present low prices of la- 
bor and produce, and the general embarrassment in 
the business of the country, has much mistaken the 
intelligence of the people. The time for such arə 
guments (if arguments they can be called) has 
gone by. It may have done well enough, during a 
heated canvass, to advance such doctrines; but the 
time for reasoning has returned, and the sober 
judgment of the people is now directed to the true 
cause of their difficulties. 

We have, Mr. Chairman, just passed through 
one of the most violent contests ever witnessed in 
our country. The fires of party strife were kindled 
in the valleys and on the hill-tops; the whole repub- 
lic was converted into an amphitheatre, in which 
political gladiators met in fierce combat and battle 
array. The successful party, by low appeals to the 
prejudices of the people—by shows and parades of 
the most disgusting character—called into action 
all the worst passions of the human heart, and 
made enemies, bitter and irreconcilable, of those 
whom nature designed for friends. Sir, I need not 
remind you of the foolish processions, the vulgar 
songs, and the various shows, which entered into 
and constituted the capital stock of our opponents 
in the late canvass. They are still fresh in your 
recollection, and, I trust, for the honor of our com- 
mon country, will never again be repeated. Such 
scenes were insulting to the intelligence of the peo- 
ple, and well calculated to undermine the founda- 
tion of our free institutions. But, sir, the election 
is over; and we have assembled here as legislators, 
for the purpose of enacting such laws as may be 
deemed necessary to promote the welfare of our 
constituents. I expected that the excitement con- 
nected with that election had subsided, and that we 
should meet in this Hall as friends—as Americans 
joinily interested in the perpetuity fof the Republic, 
and anxious to do all in our power to brighten, 
to strengthen, and to extend the chain of our 
federal Union. I did hope that a conciliatory 
spirit would prevail, and that the rude conflicts 
through which we have passed would not be re- 
newed; that oil would be poured upon the troubled 
waters; that our victorious opponents would act in 
the spirit that becomes a generous foe, and not, in 
tones of exultation, taunt us with our defeat, and 
continue to denounce us as violators of the Consti- 
tution, and enemies to the Republic, In all this I 
have been mistaken. Before the election we were 
told that, in the event the Whig party succeeded, 
we should have “an era of good feeling;” that 
every thing would be done to repress that violent 
party spirit which has at times threatened the per- 
manency of our institutions, But, sir, the general 
tone of the Whig members in this debate has been 
any thing else than pacific, Notwithstanding the 
public mind demands repose, they have determined 
there shall be no peace; that this Republic shall 
again be convulsed, and the fires of party rekindled. 
During this discussion, the party to which Iam 
proud to belong has been denounced with unusua 
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acrimony. Well, sir, if this is the course our high- 
minded opponents intend to pursue, I, for one, am 
ready for the contest—yes, sir, ready for the fight, 
come when and where it may; and I shail only 
cease my exertions when the last spark of American 
Democracy has been extinguished. 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Lang] has 
vauntingly told us that “Loco Focoism was dead, 
without the hope of a resurrection.” If, by the 
term “Loco Foco,” he means the friends of the pre- 
sent Administration known as the Democratic par- 


ty, let me assure him thathe is much mistaken. It 


is true we have been defeated, but not annihilated. 
Let him not suppose that we have given up in de- 
spair, and intend to fold our arms, and quietly 
submit to Federal rule. No, sir, we are not dis- 
heartened; there is much in the present indicative 
of a glorious “resurrection” to the Democracy. 
Already the seeds of disunion are sown in your 
own ranks, and although you. now boast of the 
strength and power of the giant, you will soon be 
as weak and harmless as the child in its mother’s 
lap. Hitherto you have had nothing to do but op- 
pose. Now you are placed in the majority, having 
the responsibility of the Government resting upon 
you, and you will be compelled to act. That ac- 
tion will exhibit the contrariety of opinion amongst 
you, and engender a feeling which will eveniually 
lead to a dismemberment of your party. Upon all 
the great questions introduced in this debate, we 
have found you differing widely. The log cabins 
and coon skin banners which you used so success- 
fully in the late contest, will not avail you now. 
No vulgar songs nor idle shows can di-ert public 
attention from your acts. You have promised re- 
trenchment and reform. You have promised to re- 


store the business of the country, reform the cur- ] 


rency, and raise the price of labor and produce; 
and these promises you are exp:cled to redeem. I 
do not mean, sir, that [ expect you to redeem them, 
(for Iam confident you will no!,) but the thousands 
of honest men who voted for General Harrison ex- 
pect it, Lay not, thea, the flattering unction to 
your soul that Desocracy is dead. We who have 
enjoyed her cheering sunshine will not abandon her 
now, when enveloped in the clouds of adversity and 
defeat. To me she is more attractive than in the 
days of her proudest tiumph Yes, sir, Democra- 
cy still lives; founded upon the eternal and immu- 
table principles of truth, though crushed to the 
earth, it will rise again, Sir, itis a noble sen'i- 
ment—a sentiment that liberalizes the feelings, ex- 
pands the heart, and makes man what God intend- 
ed ke should be—his noblest work. Let no Demo- 
crat despond, but once more Jet us rally to the sup- 
port of our favorite cause. Let us fling out our 
banner to the winds of Heaven, and inscribe upon 
its ample folds “uncompromising hostility to a Na- 
tional Bank, and to every law which violates an 
equality of political rights.” Under this banner we 
will rally with the patriotic enthusiasm, the indomi- 
table energy, and the unflagging perseverance which 
characterized our fathers when they shook off the 
yoke of colonial bondage. And if, after all our ef- 
forts, this fair Republic becomes the abiding piace 
of an aristocracy as cruel, as insolen!, and oppres- 
sive as that whieh curses the older nations of the 
earth—if, after a temporary prosperity, it sinks 
down into a moneyed despotism, and our country- 
men are compelled to wear the clanking, galling 
chains of tyranny, we can stand before high heaven, 
and, with pure consciences, declare that we have 
discharged our duty. 


THE BANKRUPT BILL. 
REMARKS OF MR. WRIGHT, 


OF NEW YORK. 

In Senate, Monday, February 8, 1841—The Bank- 
rupt bill being under consideration, and the re- 
solution of Mr. Hussar to recommit the bill to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, with instrus- 
tions to so amend it as toinclude banks and 
other trading incorporations, being the question 
before the Senate— : 
Mr. WRIGHT cid not rise, as his friend [Mr. 

Sevier] bad observed, to make a speech, but the 

rather, ashe was sometimes called upon to do, to 

a temptan explanation of his own course in re- 
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` while he gave a brief history of the present agita- 


Aneeting at the Exchange in the city of New York 
7 told him a farther fact; that that meeting responded 


ference to the bill then beforethe Senate. Before 
he proceeded, he would make another remark, and 
that was that the opinions of Mr. Van Buren, 
whether favorable or unfavorable, to the proposi- 
tion uncer discussion, were only to him the opinions 
ofa friend, whom he respeeted and admired; but 
they had nothing to do here, either on the one side 
or the other, and therefore he should not feel calied 
upon to read from them as authority for his course. 
He made the remark because he had cbserved that, 
to settle what seemed to be a sort of controversy 
among his friends, they had reference to the opi- 
nions of the President, formerly expressed against 
including banks and other incorporations in the pro- 
visions of a bankrupt law, and, at a later period, in 
favor of including them; for he believed he did the 
President no injustice, when he said he had changed 
Opinion upon this point, and had frankly expressed 
that change. This, however, was immaterial to 
him. He respected the opinions of others, and es- 
pecially those of the President, as much as any 
man, and gave them as much weight, and still 
he endeavored to make up hisown mind on all 
questions upon which he was compelled to act. 

He desired now the indulgence of the Senate, 


tion of this great question of a bankrupt Jaw, which 
he was compelled to give, to justify his own course 
and his own action in the matter. 

The subject of a bankrupt Jaw had, upon various 
occasions, oceupied the publis mind, and claimed 
the attention of Congress; but the present agitation, 
so far as his knowledge extended, commenced 
during the summer and fall of 1839. In anyevent, 
the proposition for a bankrupt jaw first made its 
appearance in Congress, since he hal been a mem- 
ber, daring the last session, and the evidences were 
then abundant that the publie mind was be- 
coming awake to seme national legislation under 
the constitutional provision upon that subject. In- 
deed, he himself received, almost daily, during a 
large portion of that session, petitions, numerousiy 
aad respectably signed, praying Congress to pass a 
uniform law on the subject of bankruptcies through- 
out the United States. 

He presented such petitions almost daily, as a 
recurrence to the proceedings of the Senate would 
show, all of which were drawn aliaost, if not ex- 
actly, in the words of the Constitution of the 
United States, their prayer being for the passage of 
a “uniform law on the subject of bankruptcies 
throughout the United States,” without a reference 
to a single feature which such a law, in the cpinion 
of the petitioners, should take. 

Exrly in those proceedings, as one of those ma- 
nifestations of public sentiment which, coming 
from such a source, and relating to such a subject, 
have ever a strong influence on his miad and ac- 
tion, was a meeting of merchants cf the city of 
New York, at the Exchange in that city, making 
an appeal to Congress to pass such a law. He 
(Mr. Wiucur) did not fail then to see that any 
bankrupt law must affect the solvent merchants 
more sensibly than any other interest in this coun- 
try, except the solvent banks; and his heart rejoiced 
that the solvent merchants believed it was expe- 
dient for Congress to exercise that high power, and 
to pass a bankrupt law, at a crisis such as then exist- 
ed. The grant of the powerin the Constitution is 
express and full, but upon one single occasion only, 
during the existence of our Government, has it 
been called info exercise, and then for a brief pe- 
riod, and ¿With unsatisf:ctory results; though we 
have expérienced frequent and severe revulsions in 
trade,.extensive and mischievous derangements of 
ouxeurrency, and periods of wide-spread and dep’o- 
rable insolvency. ‘Fhe unpublished history of that 


to the sentiment that, if a bankrupt law was to be 
passed, the banking institutions of the country 
should be included in its operation, though the ro- 
solutions adopted conta.ned no such expression. A 
gentleman well known to the Senate, and well | 
known to this whole country, (he alluded to a late 
Attorney General of the United States, Mr. Benja- 
min F. Butler,) addressed that meeting for hours 
on that point, and his sentiments were responded to į 
with enthusiasm by the members of the meeting—~ 


a meeting comprising a body of merchants of the 
city of New York—of the .bankers—-of the bro-. 
kers—of the traders—indeed, of the business men 
of all professions and classes, equal in intelligence, 
in enterprise, in wealth, in all which constituted 
them competent judges of the proper provisions of 
a bankrupt law, to any other body of men which 
could have been assembled in that great city, or at 
any other commercial point in the country. 

Another material step, for he passed bat 
lightly over the these subjects, was that the pro- 
ceedings cf that meeting of the merchants and 
others of that city were, by its order, trans- 
mitted to the Legislature of the State of New York, 
with a respeciful request that the Legislature would 
signify to the representatives of the Stale in the two 
Houses of Congress, its opinion on this important 
subject. The Legislature did pass resolutions in 
one of its branches, in the precise language of the 
petiticns in favor of a bankrupt law, which had 
passed through his hands, and which he had before 
described. In the other branch of the Legisiature 
the form of the resolutions was changed, and they 
were made toexpress—he spoke from recollection 
merely, for he had them not before him—a wish 
that Congress should exercise its constitutional 
power to pass a uniform law on the subject of- 
bankrnopicies of natural persons throughout the 
United States. That amendment was adopted in. the 
popular branch of the Legislature, but it remans 
to this day, a question of fact whether that ahera- 
tion of the legislative resolutions was ever con- ` 
curred in by thé other branch. 

Fle (Mr. Waicut) only mentioned this to show 
that the moment the question of the form of a bili, 
aud especially of the inclu.ton or exclusion of 
corporations was agitated any where, it became a 
question of difficuliy; not to express a disrespeciful 
sentiment of the Stale, or of either branch ofits Legi- 
lature Anysuchexpression would be not less a viola- 
tion of his feelings than of his duty, and he begged 
to be di‘ tinctly understood upon this point, Ife simply 
desired, by the reference, to illustrate the difference 
between general expressions in favor of a bank- 
rupt law, and minute legislative action upon a 
bankrupt law, such as was now called fer from the 
members of the Senate. i 

T'he resolutions came here in the form last men- 
tioned by kim, and they were, in that form, pre- 
sented by his honorable colleague to ihis body. 

A referenee to these facts was material to bhin, 
as going to account for his action upon the subject, 
atthe list session. Following in the general and 
cpon course indicated by these various expressions 
of the public sentiment and public wish, not a voice 
was raised from his State, so far as he knew, 
against the passage of “the bankrupt bill,” so 
called, or in reference to iis form and features, un- 
tila bill, or rather several bills, had been presented 
to this body, and the appropiiate committee of the 
body had entered upon the consideration of the 
delicate subject: Indeed very few expressions 
even of doubt and fear, and still a less number in- 
dicating a distinct friendship for, or opposition to, 
particular provisions in such a law, unui after the 
report of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate had reported, and their propositions had 
been given to the public. 

Among the first of these manifestations of opi- 
nion, to which it wculd be admitted he ought to 
yield great deference, when expressed upon such a 
subject, was a memorial irom the Chainber of 
Commerce of the city of New York, from whic’ 
body he had presented a memorial to this body. this 
morning upon the same subject. That mesorial, 
not touching the subject of corporations, stated 
certain distinct features which the Chamber +up- 
posed ought to be incorporated in a bankrapt law. 
While the bill was under consideration in the Be- 
nate, he made his best efforis—and they were ham- 
bie, and to some extent uasuccessfui—io give it 
the form and features thus recommended. He 
succeeded, as he had already said, to some extent, 
and to some extent he did not sueeced; but his suc- 

egs went so faras to convince himself, with his 

very imperfect know'e’ge of the matter, that the 
bili came within the most material of the. recom. 
mendations of the Chamber, and when the. goes- 
tion came up on the engrossment, he voted Torit. 
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After he had done so, and upon the evening of 
the same day, a very respectable committee~—(and 
he thought he ought to mention that every member 
of that committee was a political opponent of his,) 
arrived here from that Chamber of Commerce, and 
he was surprised to find them instantly and strong- 
ly remonstrating against the bill which the Senate 
had formed, and against his vote in its favor. 
Now he had not—if it was his duty to have done 
so—the firmness to change that vote, and he told 
the committee at once, that he could not change it. 
He voted for the final passage of the bill which did 
pass the Senate and was sent to the House during 
the last session. 

“That bill, however, did not become a law. 
‘Hence time had been allowed for the public mind 
to act upon that particular form of a bankrupt law. 
It had done so to some extent, as the various docu- 

< ments upon the files of the Senate in relation to it 
and to the general subject would show, but he yet 
feared that action had been much too limited to af- 
ford a sure guide to safe legislation. 

To return however io his own experience as to 
the results from that action of the public mind, so 
far'as it bad acted. He took his seat here again at 
the present session of Congress; and what had been 
his duty to his constituents, during the period they 
had been assembled? To present scarcely a peti- 
tion in favor of a bankrupt law, anda very large 
number of remonstrances against the passage of 
such alaw as passed the Senate at its last cession. 
He knew that petitions and remonstrances, as a 
genera] remark, were very doubtful authority, but 
the source from which they came might usually be 
more relied on than the mere names subscribed. 
In that sense, without desiring to be tedious to the 
Senate, he would state that he, on the 5thof Janua- 
ry, presented remonstrances of this character from 
the city of New York, signed by 205 merchants 
and mercantile firms; and in consequence of the 
controversy which grew out of the question as to 
the real or fictitious character of the petitioners for 
and against a bankrupt law, last year, the course 
adopted this year by these remonstrants had been 
that every man who signed a remonstrance, put his 
name, and business, and street, and number there- 
to; and in every instance where one had been trans- 
mitted to him, it had been with the injunction that 
he would move to have it printed with the names. 
‘That he had invariably done, and he had intended 
in every case tc return to the city some two or three of 
the printed copies, that an investigation in reference 

. tó its weight and force, and to the property, standing, 
and character of the signers, might be made, where 
alone such investigation could be properly made. 
With the strictest intention to perform this duty 
fully, there were several of the remonstrances 
which had either escaped his notice among the 
printed documents, or had not yet reached our ta- 
bles from the printing office. ` 

The remonstrances here spoken of were not re- 

monstrances against a bankrupt law with proper 
and safe provisions in the judgment of the remon- 
strants; but against such a bankrupt law as that 
which passed the Senate at its last session; accom: 
panying an opposition to that bill with an expres- 
sion of the further opinion, that the present short 
session will not allow to Congress sufficient time, 
from its other indispensable duties, to digest and 
pass sueh a bankrupt law as the great interests of 
ihe country require, in case any such Jaw is to be 
passed. 

‘To such remonstrances he found, from the print- 

ed documents, there were 324 signatures of indi- 
viduals and firms; and he was informed, from 
sources to which he could: give the highest credit, 
that these constitute, so far as they go, a body of 
merchants and business men of the city of New 
York, equal to any other like number of men of 
that city. He spoke now, of course, of the sol- 
vent merchants, solvent traders,and solvent houses. 
-There was another class of remonstrants from 
that city, aud these might embrace the names of 
Some of those in the documents to which he had 
referred, amoiinting to one hundred and sixty-eight 
individuals and firms who speak this simple lan- 
guage: “We the undersigned, beseech your hono- 
rable body, if it is found: to be expedient to pass a 
uniform bankrupt law, that banks and all other 


trading corporations be subjected to its operation.” 
On looking over these memorials, as- well as the 
letters which accompany them —for he could not 
speak from personal acquaintance, that being very 
limited among the merchants of New York—they 
embraced a very large body of the most important 
trading houses in that city. Such, then, and he 
had confined himself to the city of New York, af- 
ter the lapse of time from the last adjournment of 
Congress to this period, was the evidence in refer- 
ence, not the expediency of passing a bankrupt 
law, but to its form and character. 

In addition to those, and he did not: design to 
protract these remarks, he had received remon- 
strances from the interior trading towns in the 
State. He had one from the city of Albany, which 
he had examined carefully, having an extensive 
personal acquaintance with the business men of 
that city, and he could say that he knew but few bu- 
siness houses of that city, or business men in trade, 
Whose names were not subscribed to the paper, 
which was clear and strong in its terms, and de- 
cidedly against any action at the presentsession. He 
had others from the town of Utica, one of the 
largest interior trading towns of. the Sta‘e; and a 
very few cays ago he had presented a similar one 
from the county of Seneca. Some of these remon- 
Strances were solely against any bankrupt law 
which should be retroactive under any circum- 
stances and as to any interests, whi'e others were 
more general in expressed views, but averse to 
hasty action. 

From these expressions of the present public 
feeling, it would be seen that the creditor interest— 
that interest which was to be the most materially 
affected, separate from the debtor interest—had 
now commenced to speak, the debtor interest 
having been extensively moved and heard at the 
lest session. 

These were his evidences of the wishes of his 
constituents upon all sides of the great question, 
very briefly stated; and he begged that he might not 
be misunderstood. He did not mean to say, or to 
pretend to know, what were in fact the wishes of 
his constituents in the matler; but he did say, and 
he took the responsibility of saying it, that he had 
never been able to make himself believe that the 
power conferred upon Congress in this matter, by 
the Constitution, was a mere power to pass an in- 
solvent law—that it was a power intended to be ex- 
ercised simply for the discharge of the debtor from 
his contract, exclusive of the creditor interest. His 
Opinion had ever been, that if it was demanded 
that they should pass a bankrupt law, the law 
should be framed upon a fair understanding of the 
terms. He said nothing now of the application of 
such a law to any particular classes of men, or to 
any specified branches of business. Those were 
points which had becn fully discussed at the last 
session, and upon which the opinion of the present 
Senate had been very clzarly and decidedly ex- 
pressed. The terms, “bankrupt law,” to the mind of 
every lawyer, apply more emphatically to the se- 
curity of the creditor than to the exemption of the 
debtor. They were now called upon to interfere 
with existing contracts, and to absolve a class of 
the community whc—and he spoke not disparag- 
ingly—had contracted debts which they could not 
pay. There were certainly two sides to such ques- 
tions, setting aside the constitutional points that 
might arise. The creditor has rights, as well as the 
debtor. The creditor has an equal right to call up- 
on Congress to secure his interests, and to protect 
him from frauds, with the right of the honest debtor 
to make a similar call to be discharged from his 
contracts. 

He had shown, then, that so far as the expression 
of opinion of the solvent men, of the business men, 
of the men who were now sustaining and carrying 
on the business of the country, could be ascertained 
in his own State (New York,) it was that the bill 
which passed the Senate at the last session would 
be an unsafe law; that it looked too strongly to the 
interest of the debtor, or rather to the exemption 
of the debtor, and too little to the security of the 
rights and property of the creditor. Such, after 
time for examination and reflection, seemed to him 
to be the opinion which had been pronounced. 

Again, and it may have had more influence on 
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his action and feeling than it should, he had the re- 
iterated expression of men of standing and cha- 
racter, and of as much business importance in the 
city of New York as any men of that city, that the 
passage even of the biil for which he had voted at 
the last session, would be an infliction upon that 
city infinitely move severe than the sweeping fire of 
Decenaber, 1835, and that the passage of such a bill 
would be inevitably more destructive to the solvent 
men of that city, and the business of the city, than 
that dreadful conflagration. He (Mr. Wrianr) 
could not say how much truth there was in this: he 
could only say that the assertions came from au- 
thority which he ought to respect, and connected 
with which there was no political feeling or associ- 
ation to give them strength with him, for the authors 
of the assertions were men, he was sorry to say, 
who had never acted politically with him. 

Thus far his principal object had been to show 
the evidences from his own constituents upon 
which he had been called to act in this responsible 
legislation. At the last session those evidences of 
public opinion seemed to him to take a very dif- 
ferent bearing from those exhibited at the present, 
and hence he had been induced, but a few days 
since, to express the opinion that, at this late pe- 
riod in our short session, and in the backward 
State of the public bills which must be passed, there 
was no hope of maturing a bankrupt bill, which 
could meet the approbation of both Houses, and 
become a law; thatif sucha bill should again 
pass this body, the other branch of Congress could 
not even consider, much less pass it; that the bill 
of the last session was much more imperfect in the 
judgment of those classes of our citizens most in- 
terested in the subject, thanhe had supposed it to 
be when he gave it his vote, and should receive 
material modifications before it ought again to pass 
this body; that these must occupy the time of the 
Senate for several days, if attempted to be ma- 
tured, and must therefore render final action upon 
the billin the other House still more hopeless; and 
that, believing for these reasons that any time of 
the Senate spent upon it would be lost, he was wil- 
ling to vote for the postponement of the whole 
subject. 

The pleasure of the Senate was -to consider the 
bill, and hence these remarks from him, and they 
were not designed to protract discussion, 

A few words, and a very few, on the question of 
including banks and other trading corporations. 
He begged the Senate not to understand him as ‘in- 
tending to enter into a labored constitutional argu- 
ment upon that important point. He was not ca- 
pable of doing so then—he had not studied 
the question sufficiently. If that were not 
so, it was not his intention to take the time 
for such an argument now, but to throw out 
a few suggestions which seemed to him to be plain 
and practical, for the consideration of gentlemen on 
all sides. He had learned from business men, what 
he had believed himself, that the principal moving 
cause fora bankrupt law had been the action of 
the banking institutions—that in the time of ful- 
ness and expansion, from 1835 to 1837, they 
had forced out credits, which had been most 
active agents in producing the bankruptcies 
now appealing to Congress for a liberation from 
embarrassment. He (Mr. Wricur) admitted to 
the full extent the right of the States of the Union 
to charter incorporations for banking, and so far as 
he knew, to any other extent, always confined, of 
course, within the constitutional sphere which the 
State had chosen to prescribe. Under this admis- 
sion, when the Legislature of a State had exer- 
cised the power, what had it created? He eared 
not whether the State owned the stock of the incor- 
poration, or individuals—it made no manner of 
difference in his view of the question. What; 
then, had been created? A body, in the language 
of the law, “politic and corporate”—a person capa- 
ble of contracting and of being contracted with— 
a person capable of suing and of being sued—in 
other words, a legal fiction which, in a business 
sense, has the capacity of a freeman and a citizen 
of the State. That was all. Take the Bank of 
Alabama, and it was exclusively a State institu- 
tion—for the honorable Senator (Mr. Cray of Ala- 
bama) said, undoubtedly truly, that the State was 
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the sole owner of the stock. Suppose a suit is to 
be instituted in the courts of the State for the bene- 
fit of the Bank of Alabama, does the State of Ala- 
bama bring the sui? No. But this artificial ex- 
istence, this banking incorporation, created by the 
sovereign authority of the State, brings it. Again, 
suppose the Bank in default, and, by a citizen of 
that or any other Siate a suit is te be broughi; was 
it against the State of Alabama? And would exe- 
cution issue to be satisfied by the State in its sove- 
reign capacity, or against the property of that 
State, properly speaking, as separate from its pro- 
perty in the bank? Certainly not. The execution 
would act upon tbe incorporation, and that alone— 
upon the legal ficiton, as to its personal action, and 
upon the corporate property, and that only, as to 
its effective operation. s 

Suppose the bankrupt law be made to act on that 
fiction. Would it put the sovereign Stale of Ala- 
bama under a commission of bankruptcy? No: but 
it would put the person of its creation, its legal fic- 
tion, into bankruptcy. Thatseemed to him to be 
the effect, and the only effect, of the inclusion of 
State corporations. His friend from Arkansas, 
[Mr. Sevier,] had made a strong argument upon 
this point; but was it pertinent? The State itself 
might become bankrupt; but the State was not 
placed within the jurisdiction of Congress. It was 
sovereign, and not, in any sense as such, subject to 
the legislation of Congress. It was not to the 
States that this power was sought to be extended, 
but to the artificial creations of the States, to the 
*spersons” which, in a legal sense, and for business 
purposes, they assume to create, and make material 
and practical agents in the transaction of the com- 
mon affairs of the community. The power of Con- 
gress to pass a bankrupt law reaching by its provi- 
sions and its action the business, and credit, and 
contracts of every trading man in the country, was 
not questioned; and were gentlemen prepared to 
contend that these artificial “persons” which the 
States could create, were superior, and entitled to 
exemptions and privileges not granted to freemen, to 
the personscreated by the GreatCreator of all things? 

The honorable Senators to whose remarks he 
was more particularly replying, [Mr. Cray of Aia- 
bama, and Mr. Sevier of Arkansas,] must believe 
that he had peculiar reasons at this time to feel 
kindly towards their respective States, and to re- 
spect all their sovereign rights. Still he could not 
rate them, in crealive power, above the Sovereign 
of the universe. He could not concede to them, or 
to the ‘‘persons’’ of their creation, a superiority so 
vast, and so inconsistent with his!eelings as a man, 
and his rights as a freeman. ‘Tne corporations ex- 
isting by State authority are mere legal existences, 
the creations ef the State; and are they superior in 
moral and legal privileges, to the honorable Sena- 
tors who represent those States here? And if this 
Government is likely to exercise a power tyranni- 
cal and unjust over those honorable Senators, is it 
less objectionable than when exercised over those 
legal fictions of their respective States? over artifi- 
cial persons which the Sta'e may create, with attri- 
butes and powers not different in nature and cha- 
racter, however different in extent and compass? 
What ate these corporations? Nothing but busi- 
ness institutions, business “persons,” like a free- 
man; and so far from carrying any power to the 
extent against them to which it can be carried 
against either of the Senators or either of the free- 
men of their respective States, it was beyond the 
ingenuity of hunan power to exercise coercion on 
a fiction. The property of the corporatioa may be 
taken, and so may the property of the natural man; 
but when his property is consumed, coercion may 
be exercised over his person.. The States of the 
honorable Senators could do this to any extent; but 
when a power expressly granted to this Govern- 
ment over the trade, and eredi:, and business of tae 
country, is called into exercise, are we to be tuld 
that the legal fictions of the States are to be ex- 
empted from its operation, while the creations of 
God, the natural persons of the country, are ex- 
pressly subject to i? He could not induce his 
mind to admit the preposterous idea ia theory, or 
to.assent to it in practice. 

What was the law of his own State (New York) 
in relation to its own corporations? It was a bank- 


rupt law upon its banks, and nothing less. It 
was that, when any bank, chartered by its authori- 
ty, shall suspend specie payments for the period of 
ten days, its affairs and effects shall be handed over 
to honest men, receivers appointed by the authori- 
ties of the State, to closeit up, and do justice to 
its creditors. What had kept the banks of New 
York, in a sound condition, while the banks 
in the Middle, Southern, and Southwestern 
States had been involved, and in a state of sus- 
pension, for the last year anda half? Nothing, 
in the judgment of any reflecting man, acquainted 
with the various State laws, but that provision of 
the law of the State which visited effective bank- 
ruptcy upon every defaulting bank. 

Had the sovereignty of his State exempted i's 
banks from that provision? Not at all. It mat- 
tered not who held the stock—-whether the State cr 
individuals—the liabilities, in either case, went not 
beyond the stock held and paid in full, and under 
the law, the defaulting corporations were wound 
up for the benefit of the persons interested in them. 
Were the States, in their sovereign character, touch- 
ed by such a proceeding? His own State was yet 
a stockholder in many of its banks, but were they, 
therefore, exempted from the bankrupt provisions 
ofits Jaws? Why exempt them? When the State 
brought herself to the position of a bank stockbol- 
der, she placed thatinterest in subjection to the 
same law and the same equity to which a similar 
interest, in the hands of the citizens, would be sub- 
ject in like circumstances. It should be so, and 
the sovereignty of the State should furnish no ex- 
emption for the rotten insolvent banking institu- 
tions of her creation. 

The sovereignty of the State was not touched by 
the process. It was but a few years since, that one 
of the banks, in his own State, in which the State 
was a stockholder, was wound up in this manner. 
Still the Chancellor of the State, one of its own 
agents and servants, as readily isued an injunc- 
tion against that bank, and delivered its affairs and 
effects into the hands and charge of a receiver, as 
if the State had had no interest init. And what 
was the consequence? Every dollar of the stock, 
the interest of the State, proved to have been sunk 
and lost. Was the sovereignty of the State lost or 
impaired by that proceeding? Were its pride, its 
credit, its great and essential interests, impaired and 
prostrated, because one of the banks of its creation 
had proved to have been grossly mismanged, and 
to be perfectly insolvent? Or because it had been 
unwise enough to invest the money of i's people in 
such an institution? If consequences such as these 
had followed the winding up of the rotten bank to 
which he referred, neither the State nor her peeple 
had yet to realize these fatal injuries, If then a 
bankrupt law of the State itself, operating upon the 
corporations of its creation, did not impair its so- 
vereignty, injure its credit, or jeopard the irte- 
rests of its people, even where the State itself was 
astockholder, why should such fearful apprehen- 
sions be entertained, where the bankrupt law is one 
passed by Congress, in pursuance of its expressly 
granted coxstitulional power? He was wholly un- 
able to answer the inquiry, nor was he able to 
perecive the slightest difference, either in principle 
or effect, whether the stock of the incorporation, to 
be made subject to the bankrupt lew, was the pro- 
perty of the State chartering the company, of its 
citizens, or of strangers to both. 

There was no question about the power of Con» 
gress to passa uniform bankrupt law; and to what 
could it apply? Need he say to all interests of the 
same grade and character? When, then, a sove- 
reign State creates an incorporation for banking 
purposes, was this corporate banker to be exempt- 
ed from the liabi.ities to which the private banker 
of the State must unquestionably be made subject? 
Mast the corporate banking power be subject to the 
provisions of a bankrupt iaw, when the stock is 
held by the citizens of the State, and not when the 
stack is held by tbe State itself? The liability of 
the stockholder does not go, in either case, beyond 
the stock itself? No o:her property than that of the 
corporation can be touched by the proceedings in 
bankruptcy. The State, therefore, when a steck- 
holder, cannot be affected in its sovereignty, its 
credit, its property, beyond the mere stock owned; 


and where is the ground of exemption, in either 
case, which an individual might not claim with 
equal force and justice? 

The individual of wealth, who might a be stock- 
holder in the same bank, could be no farther af- 
fected by a subjection of the bank to the provisions 
of a bankrupt law, in the worst possible event, 
than the loss of h's stock. His general credit as 
an individual wou'd not be destroyed, because an 
incorporation in which he might happen to held 
stock became bankrupt. The only influence upon 
him, or his credit, would be his ability or not to 
lose his corporate stock. So precisely with a 
State holding stock in its own incorporations. The 
existence of the State as such, and its other pro- 
perty, and its credit, are as distinct from the cor- 
poration in which it may hold stock, as are those 
of the individual in the case supposed. There 
does not seem, therefore, to be any reason for ex- 
empting the corporation from the provisions of a 
bankrupt law in the one case, which do not prevail 
with equal force in the other, nor any reasons of 
justice, or of business expediency, in either, which 
would not equally exempt every private banker 
and individual trader, 

Was the principle, then, upon which the exemp- 
tion was attempted to be sustained, that of State 
sovereignty, sufficiently well settled and clear to 
warrant the conclusion contended for? He thought 
not, : 

His impression was, that in England Sovereignty 
itself was subject to bankruptcy, under the English 
law, if it chose to invest property in particular in- 
terests; in trading, merchandising, banking, ete, 
and was just as liable to be proceeded againstas a 
subject. That, he believed, was a well settled 
principle of English law. The crown was not 
protection, if its wearer embarked his interests in 
trading or commercial enterprises. Was the case 
different in regard toa State? He could conceive 
no difference. 

These few brief suggestions he threw out for the 
consideration of members, in determining the ques- 
tion of the power of Congress to embrace banks, 
and other trading cerporations, in tke provisions 0 
a bankrupt law. 

But he would make another suggestion. It was 
said Congress could not include the corporations as 
debtors, and still the bill before the Senate con- 
tained express provisions to inelude them as 
creditors, avd to give them all the powers and privi- 
leges of other creditors under a bankrupt law. 

Now is itso, that, under the constitutional powers 
granted, Congress can give to these institutions the 
benefits of a bankrupt Jaw as creditors, and not 
Subject them to the debtor responsibilities of the 
same law. Were they, as members of Congress, 
so to construe their powers, and so to practise upon 
them? The banks havea credit or interest, at this 
moment, vastly greater in amount than any other 
similar interest existing in the country, and he was 
ready to admit that the influence of a bankrupt law 
upon the outstanding debts of these institutions 
might be fearful—might be destructive. He would 
not, however, en cr upon that consideration now, 
ashe bad touched upon it at the last session. Still 
he could not admit, great as was the interest in- 
volved, that these institutions were to enjoy the 
summary exercise of the creditor power under a 
bankrupt Jaw, and not be subject to the correspònd- 
ing debtor liabilities; that they were to be per- 
mitted to put the whole community under a com- 
mission of bankruptcy, and not to be the subjects 
of such commission themselves. More especially 
he could not consent to this practical exercise of 
our constitutional powers pow. What is the news 
of the day? Why that the banks, not singly, but 
in battalions, are failing to redeem their obliga- 
tions, and to hold themselves liable to comply with 
their contracts axd promises. Henceit was pecu- 
liarly proper, as well as necessary, that they 
should, by law, be pat under a commission of bank- 
rupicy for the benefit of their creditors, and he 
should find the utmost difficuity, in the present as- 
pect of affairs in the country, and with his present 
views of the powers and duties of Congress in the 
matier, to vole for any bankrupt law which should 
not include banks and trading corporations, within 
its provisions as debtors as well as creditors. 
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; Aman: Wheiher the present measure is 
viewed with reference to its expediency or its con- 
Stitationality, it would seem fruitless to spend much 
lim- in i's discussion. That itis constitutional, 
‘we have the hizhest authority; we have the Cons‘i- 


“tation before us, and we cee that it contains no pro- 


hibition—neither does the measure effect any of 
the reserved rishts fo the States, or to the people— 
neither does it subvert or threaten any principle of 
liberty, or the overthrow of any free institution. 
As to all these, it is perfectly harmless; so that its 
auoption will violate no principle which it is our 
duty to maintain. It will be harmless. Such has 
been the practice of providing means for the Go- 
vernme*t from its beginning. General Washing- 
ton signed and approved a bill to authorize the is- 
sue of Treasury notes. So other Administrations, 
as well as this, have exercised the powec of 
issuing Treasury notes. It isa policy which 
has ever been exercised: as a function of the 
‘Government. But constitutional objections are 
in bad time and taste from the Federal 
party of this House, who have ever claimed the 
right to draw the Constitution over any mea- 
sure which they might think “ necessary and proper;”? 
a party who can, and do, make the Constitution 
mean one thing at one time, and another thing at 
an other time, just as party purpoves and pecuni- 
ary advantages may be secured or advanced. Sir, 
no Federal crocodile whining, here or elsewhere, 
against the constitutionality of this measure, is 
going to lead me into a general constitational de- 
tence of it. There is no sincerity in the objection 
with those who make it. But next, is this measure 
expedient? I answer, it is expedient if it is xe- 
cesary, H tht Government wants means, there 
are but two ways of supplying that want. We 
must either authorize the Secretary to issue Trea- 
sary notes to the amount of the means wanted, or 
authorize him to obtain a loan for the same. Here, 
ason every thing else, political, pecuniary, and 
financial, the two parties are divided. The Demo- 
cratic patty are in favor of using the credit of the 
Government in the plan of Treasury notes to the 
amount of what may be necessary to supply the 


 defict in the revenue; that is, we think the Go- 


vernment should do as a pradent and economical 
jndividnal would do, if he found bimself short of 
means in tho liquidation ef a claim for work done 
him; he woull give his obligation, if it would an- 
swer. the purpose, and satisfy his creditor, until 
he could avai himself of the means to discharge 
thedemand, Such is the situation of the Govern- 
ment at th.s lime. 

The Secretary of the Treasury informs us—and 

the Committee of Ways and Means sustain him— 
that there were will be a deficit in the receipts of 
the Government for the first quarter, owing to the 
inequality of the collection of revenue, as well as 
in the inequality of the expenditures, and the object 
of this bill is to supply that deticit, as well as to 
provide for the present year against any and all 
contingencies that may arise, either froma revul- 
sion in trade, and a diminution in revenue on im- 
posts thereby, or a bank panic with which this 
conntry may again be prostrated, as it has so often 
been. Thai there will be, I say,a deficit for the 
first quarter, there is no doubt. I will read a part of 
the Sccretary’s annualreport, which'L will also make 
a partofmy printed remarks. This report will 
exhibit the financial condition of the Goyer:ment 
iat this time, and the probable receipts of the Go 
vernment for this year, as well as the expenditares 
called for by the various Depariments. This decu- 
ment will be read with high satisfaction by every 
friend of this Administration who has heard it vil- 
fird'and slandered for its pr fiigacy and extrava- 
gance by the demagogues and reckless office seekers, 
whe have been toa successful in overthrowing the 
Democratic party and an Administration ef the 
People’s choice. . Bot now for the Seere'ars’s esti 
mates. He says that— : i 


“It may be stated, from the data in possesion of this depart- 
ment, that the receipts, under the existing laws, will probably -be 


as follows: 

From customs - - - - - $19,000,000 
-From lands - - - . - — 8,500,000 
From miscellaneous, - “ - P 2 80,000 

Add the expected balance in the Treasury, availa- 
ple onthe Ist of January next - - - 1,580,855 

The aggregate of ordinary means for the next year 
would then be - = - - 2,160,855 


There will be nothing more, either of principal or 
interest, due from banks, which is likely to be 
made available,exceptabout - . - 220,000 

A power will exist, under the act of 31st March, 

1840, to issue Treasury notes till a year from 
its passage expires, but not to make the whole 
emission outstanding at any one time excecd 
five millions of dollars 

This will furnish additional means, equal to the 

` computed amount which can be issued at the 


close of the present year, being about - 342,618 
Tience, there may be added, from these several 

sources, SO much ag to make the whole means 

for the next year - - - - + 24,723,473 
On the other hand, the expenditures for 1811, for 

ordinary purposes, if Congress make no reduc- 

tion in the appropriations requested by the dife- 

rent Depariments, are estimated at - 19,250,000 


This would wonld leave a balance in the Treasury, 
at the close of the year, equal to - - - 


But certain payments must also be madle on ac- 
count of the funded and unfunded debt, unless 
Congress authorize contracts to be formed for ex- 
tending the time of their payment. Thus, there 
will be required— 

On account of the funded debt, chiefly for the cities 


of this Disiet : - - = = $149,200 
For the redemption of Treasury notes, if all the 
others be issucd which can be under the present 
Jaw, ag then the amount returned within A. D. 
1841 will probably notexceed -~ - 4,500,000 
4,649,200 
Estimated balance in the Treasury atthe close of 
the next year, after all payments whatever + $824,273 


It is seen by this report, and the estimates as cal- 
culated, that there will be a balance in the Trea- 
sury at the end of the year, of $824,273, and but 
for the present deficit in the Treasury, no issue of 
Treasury noies would be necessary. Could the 
expenditures of the whole year be cqually divided 
to each quarter, the anticipated receipt of the year 
would be ample; but it frequently happens that the 
heaviest expenditures fall upon quarters of the 
year when the receipts of revenue are the lightest. 
Hence the necessity of providing means against 
contingencies. 

It will be seen by the application of the Natchez 
Rank, to have suspended by action of Congress 
the collection ofa claim which the Government 
has upon that institution, that the Treasury will be 
minus inthe present quarter the amount of that 
claim, from the Treasvrer’s report. The claim is, 
T believe, $180,000. If the colleetion of this claim 
should be postponed, it will add to the necessity 
of the issue of Treasury notes. Then we see that 
means must be raised. The cendition of the 
Treasury requires it. The honor, justice, and 
obligations of the Government demand it. How, 
again I ask, is the means to be raised? We, the 
Democracy, say, by the issue of Treasury notes, 
which is asafs and convenient method. It is 
speedy. Itis done at onee, without trouble and 
without cost or expense. The Federalists are op- 
posed to this way. They are for making a loan. 
And where can we borrow the money?—from the 
bauks? No: they are unable to pay their own 
debts. Torirrag promises will not serve the pur- 
poses of Government. Where next will we 
go? To private capitalists? It is doubtful 
whether such an amount could be precured 
from them in this country, nor would capita- 
lists he willing to withdraw their money from 
hands where it is secure, to lnd it for so short a 
time as the Government shall want it. Where 
next shall we go? To European capitalists? We 
owe them a little too much already, as we have 
seen by the influence which they wielded of late in 
our domestic and political institutions. Besides, if 
we were dispo-ed to sink our nation and our people 
farther in degradation and vassalage to the money- 
ed aristocracy of the London Exchange by making 
a foreign loan, there is not time to accomplish it to 
meet the wants of the Government. The Treasu- 
ry wants the money now. It is now means are 
wanted; wanted for the pensioners; wanted for the | 
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army; and wanted for the civil officers of your 
Government, here and elsewhere. Buta national 
debt isa darling object with the Federal party. 
They have long since adopted the English maxim, 
that “a national debt is a national blessing.” And 
if that debt could be commenced undera Democra- 
tic Administration, they would enjoy all the bene- 
fils that would accrue to Federal Aristoeracy 
without the political odium of having con- 
tracted it. But, sir, I think we will leave the 
exercise of that policy to the coming Adminis- 
tration. It shall have both the party benefits 
and the responsibility. And now, sir, having brief- 
ly shown that present means are wanted to enable 
the Government to fulfil its engagements for the 
present quarter, and having expressed my opinion 
in favor of the issue of Treasnry notes for that 
purpose, in preference to obtaining a loan, and 
thereby commencing the establishment of a na- 
tional debt, which I consider a national enrse, I 
might conclude my speech, but for certain 
charges and assertions which have been made in 
the course of this debate by gentlemen of the Oppo- 
sition, which I feel bound to respond to in part. I 
will present those charges and assertions, and re- 
spond to them as I present them. 

The Secretary of the Treasury informs us, by his 
report, that the Government has promptly met 
every demand which has been presented upon the 
Treasury during the last year. The gentleman 
from New York [Mr. BARNARD] says that is not 
the fact. He tells us that the Government is largely 
indebted, and that the Treasury Department has 
been postponing, threugh various other Depart- 
ments, the just claims and demands settled 
and authorized by law to be paid, and that 
even the admitted claims and wages of the 
laborers upon our public buildings, works, and 
fortifications, have been postponed until the first of 
April next. Now, sir, I deny all of this, and pro- 
nounce every word of it destitute of foundation; 
and I assert, that the Government has met every 
claim which it was bound to pay, or had the right 
topay. The gentleman referred us to Indian trea- 
lies and other claims which have been admitted 
and acknowledged as due, but he forgot to tell us 
that those are funded debts; end the Treasury can 
make no payments, except as authorized by Jaw, 
but what have been made, and are now authorized 
tobe made, wi'hout new legislation upon those 
claims. But let us look to the postponements 
which the gentleman presented as evidence of the 
violation of good faith on the part of the Govern- 
ment. Ihave often, heretof re, made an “April 
fool” of myself by examining into charges made 
here against the Administration, I have also ex- 
amined this charge, and find myself more fooled 
than ever. 

After the gentleman told us of fifty instances of 
postponed claims whick he had heard of, (and all 
of which he believed,) he presented one, the evi- 
dence of which, he informed us, was on a piece of 
paper which he held in his hand, but re- 
fused to give us the name of the individual 
who vouched for i's trath. That claim is represent- 
ed to be nineteen dollars. THe further stated that 
claims for labor done on the public buildings in 
this place were postponed, and a reduction or- 
dered of the amount first stipulated to be paid. 
The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wist] rose 
and added a fact of the same kind to the list of 
posiponements. Ele said that he had seen cireu- 
larsigsued by authority, informing those who had 
labored and were laboring on Old Point, that there 
would be a reduction on the amount stipulated to 
be paid, and a postponement of pryrsent until the 
first of next April, and that he bad used and ex- 
posed that circular in the recent canvass. Now, 
sir, charges of this character constituted no small 
part of the gentleman’s two days? speech, [Mr. 
Barnarp.] Well, what dees this amount to? I 
addressed the following commun:eation to the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury: 

Housn or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 23 IL 

Rir: Ina part of your annual report, you say that the Frea- 
sury has promptly met every demand made upon it during the 
last year, or unti) the date of yonr report. This has been con- 
tradicice by several of the Opposition members. It is asserted 
here, and made a matter of complaint, and no suallabuse, that 
payments for labor done on the public buildings in this place 
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Have been postponed until the first of April next; and that the 
amount of stipulated wages would bereduced. If such is the 
fact, will you have the goodnessto inform me, and give me the 
reasons for such postponement and reduction. 
Yours, with respect, 
A. DUNCAN, 


To the Hon. Levi Woopsury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Here is his answer: 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Jan. 23, 1841. 

Sm: Inreply to your inquiries of this date, whether payments 
for labor on the public buildings in this city have been postponed 
until the Ist of April next, or ihe amount of wages proposed to 
be reduced, and, if so, the reasons therefore, I have the honor 
to submit the following statement: 

All the labor on these buildings, carried on under the imme- 
diate charge of the Commissioners, has been paid for as soon as 
done, so far as my knowledge extends. So has that performed 
by contractors, it is presumed; as all the requisitions for money 
to pay them have been promptly met. 

But, ina case of necessity, since the appropriation was ex- 
hausted, and during the present month, I understand that the 
Committee on Public Buildings of the House of Representa- 
tives have, onapplication of the workmen, advised the Super- 
intendent of the Public Buildings to permit some of the labor- 
ers to work onsome of the stone till the new appropriation pass; 
and I presume that he has acquiesced in the advice. The 
Board of Commissioners, however, has not interfered in this 
case; nor has this Department, nor has either of them, proposed 
any reduction in wages. 

Respectfully, 
LEVI WOODBURY. 
Hon. ALEXANDER DUNCAN. 

P. $. To obviate any mistake, I would add, that there is a 
claim by some workmen for lost time, under a resolution to in- 
demnify them, passed by Congress at the last session: but this 
is not for work done, but rather for inability to obtain work; 
and as no appropriation has yet been made to pay ithe claim, 
of course it has not been aad cannot be paid till Congress think 
proper to make one. 3 L. W. 

T addressed a similar communication to the Se- 
cretary of War, in relation to the suspensions of 
payment for labor done at Oid Point, and here is his 


answer. 
War Orsice, January 23, 1841. 
Sır: You are aware, that at the last session of Congress the 
military appropriation bill contained a provision, authorizing 
the President to suspend the expenditure of certain amounts 
therein appropriated, if, in his opinion, the condition of the 
Treasury-should require it. After the adjournment, the Secre- 
ary of the Treasury signified to the President, that the necessi- 
ties of the Treasury required that he should avail himself of 
the authority vested in him by this clause, and suspend these 
expenditures. This was accordingly done; but upon an assu- 
rance from Mr. Woodbury, that the Treasury would be ina 
more flourishing condition at the end of the year 1844, or at far- 
thest by April, 1841. T authorized the officers charged with those 
works which, from their nature, would have been seriously in- 
jured by entire suspension, to carry them on on a reduced 
scalo provided the contractors and workmen would consent, 
without any additional charge upon the Government, to wait for 
payment until the first of January, or the first of April. No 
reduction is to be made upon the amount stipulated to be paid. 
The President removed the order suspending these payments 
and prohibiting the continuance of the works Jate in October 
jast: but the season was too far advanced to renew them advan- 
tagcously—and it would still have been inconvenient to the 
Treasury to anticipate the payments promised for the 
{st January. . Upon the passage of the Treasury bill 
now under consideration, these payments and others for 
arrearages due for militia and subsistence in Florida 
will be made, Thaveno doubt the Secretary of the Treasury 
would have been alle to meet all these demands, if the receipts 
had been simultaneous. with them; but there are portions of the 
year when the disbursements are necessarily large and the re- 
ceipts small. The Treasury, to be free from embarrassment, 
must always have five millions surplus to go and come upon. 
Very truly yours, 
J. R. POINSETT, 
Hon. ALEXANDER DUNCAN. 


So it will be found jn all cases where payments 
have been suspended. The appropriations run 
out, and the workmen are permitted to go on with 
the work, upon the condition that they will wail for 
their pay until Congress shall make an appropri- 
ation. Itis matter of choice and preference with 
them. So it is with temporary clerks, who are paid 
from the contingent fund. ‘The fund runs ont, and 
clerks of this description can receive no pay, until 
Congress appropriates money, Still the clerks go 
on to perform their work, upon their own respon- 
sibility, and at their own risk. If Congress should 
make no appropriation, they, asin the case of the 
laborers on public works, would receive no pay; 
and this is what constitutes the suspensions of pay- 
ment which the gentleman alludes to, and out cf 
which he has manufactured such frauds on the side 
of the Government; and such distress on the part of 
the poor workmen. 

I would not have troubled the committee with 
this expose, only that I am desiicus of showing to 
the country how little reliance is to be placed on 
charges made upon the Administration by a party, 
whose contre] of the Government js to be perpe- 
tuated by the same system of misrepresentation, 
falsehood, and slander, which has brought them 
into power, 

The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Evans] in- 
duiged in both abuse and sarcasm of the War De- 


- borhood defence in Florida.” 


partment, for what he calis the sedentary militia ia 
Florida. He derided such an orgenization as 
worse than worthless. He treated it as the evi- 
dence of imbecility on the part of the Executive 
and the War Department. This is a strange note 
with what we heard last fall during the election 
campaign. Then we were told by every Whig 
speaker, from the political negotiator with the 
shavers, stockjobbers, Shylocks, and brokers of the 
London Exchange, (Daniel Webster.) down to the 
most sniffing Whig whiffet of political mimicry, 
that the Executive was about to overset the liber- 
ties of this country by a military despotism. The 
weak and the silly, from ove end of the Union to 
the other, were thrown into alarm and consterna- 
tion, weepings and wailings, by the note of milita- 
ry despotism. The President was organizing an 
army of two hundred thousand men to seize upon 
the libertics of this people. The wife was to be 
deprived of her husband—the parent of his son— 
and the sister of her brother: ull were to be press- 
ed into the service of the President, and marched, 
and whipped, and shot, as the rules of war and the 
laws of despotism might dictate. But now the 
President and the War Department are found with 
what? wielding the sceptre of despotism with an 
army of two hundred thousand men, with the 
sword in one hand and the purse in the other 
(Independent Treasury?) No; he is now found 
struggling in acompiicated war with a savage ene- 
my, to maintain the honor of the nation, and the 
safety and peace of its citizens, with a sedentary 
army of fivehundred militia, whose pay is six do'- 
lars per month, without the power to increase the 
number or augment the pay; and he derided, 
abused, and taunted, and his Administration de- 
nounced because of imbecility. The abuse which 
the gentleman drew from this organization of ‘‘se- 
dentary militia” induced me to investigate the sub- 
ject. I opened a correspondence with the Secreta- 
ry of War, and here are the papers with which [ 
have been furnished. They are the letters between 
the Secretary of War and Brevet Gen. Read, com- 
mander in Ficrida, which show the whole system 
of organization, and the motives and objects to be 
effecied by it. I will ask the Cleik to read these 
papers, beginning at the one marked A and so pro- 
ceed. [The Clerk read.] I regret, said Mr. D. 
that the number anł length of those letters will pre- 
vent me from giving them a place in my printed 
remarks, which would make comment upon them 
unnecessary. Iwill now briefly explain the ob- 
ject and the system. 


The organization is called “infantry for neigh- 
in the summer of 
1838, Mr. Poinselt recommended such an organi- 
zation of the settlers whe had been driven from their 
farms by the Indians. I need not inform members 
here that families who were driven from their farms 
in Florida were furnished rations by a law of Con- 
gress. The Seerctary cf War conceived and 
adopted the plan of organizing such persons for 
“fireside” defence. The object was double, and 
the result has beendouble. The object was to form 
a military defence, and the improvement of the 
country. The result has been, that this organiza- 
tion (about five hundred in number) has super- 
sed:d the same number of mounted men, which 
would bave been required, in addition to the regu- 


‘lar force in Florida; and it has been found, by ac- 


tual calculation, that tis organization has cost but 
one-sixth of the same number of mounted men. 
Another result has been, that the Government has 
been saved from vast expense, which it would have 
incurred by the transportation of grain and fo. age 
for the support of troops and horses, which, to a 
great extent, has been supplied by the cultivation 
which this system has encouraged and secured. 


The duties and privileges which this organization 
imposes and secures are: for a part of those em- 
braced in it to cultivate their farms, while a part 
are patrolling and scouting from post to post; they 
are changed at the end of given intervals. H isa 
rule of this organization, that no person is to be or- 
dered more than twenty miles from his farm: and 


this is what gentiemen deride and condemn, as | 


making the whole system weak and ridiculous; but 
without such a rule, the whole system would fail, 
or rather it never have been established, and one of 


the leading objects (viz: the cultivation of the 
farms) would be defeated—for the militia could not 
cultivate their farms, if they were ordered a greater 
distance than twenty miles from them, at frequent 
intervals, ‘ ae 

it is supposed that this organization has been as 
beneficial in point of military defence, as the same 
number of mounted men would have been for the 
same time. Itis reasonable to suppose so, fora 
higher inierest stimulates them. They defend their 
farms and their firesides, as well as their country. 
So much for the President's sedentary militia, so 
much the subjec of Whig derision. : 

Prior to the overthrow of this Administration, 
and to effect that purpose, this land was filled with 
howlings and lamentations about its extravagance 
and profligacy. Extravagant appropriations. for 
harbors, fortifications, national defences, public 
buildings, canals, roads, and every species of im- 
provements, were paraded to expose the extrava- 
gance of the Administration. But how has ‘the 
note changed! We bave heard Whig gentlemen, 
for the Jast week, exhaust their mental and physi- 
cal powers in denouncing the Administration for 
(in their own language) ils niggardliness and 
penuriousness. It is charged with having dri- 
velled out insufficient appropriations, and the 
dilapidated and decaying condition of the pub- 
lic works and fortifications is now paraded 
to expose the penurious, and miserable, ‘selfish, 
and narrow policy of this Administration, ‘to 
saveits popularity, and secure its re-election.” 
How will such notes meet the ear of the public, 
whose heads are yet ringing with the peals of ex- 
travagance, ruin and profligacy? Gentlemen may 
reconcile these conflicting charges with a commu- 
nity whom they have so basely abused and misled. 
It is no duty of mine. 

Bat while on the charges of extravagance before 
the election, and of penurionsnesssince the election, 
laskto presentsome figures an | facts which I extract 
from official reports, which are as true in politics 
and finance as the book of worship is in divinity. 

I read from the reports of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, Executive documents, Ist session 25th 
Congress; vol. 21 for 1839-40, Doc. No. 17, page 
9, and Doc. No. 3 for this session, page 2. 

These documents show that the expenditures for 
the year 1835 were $17,573,141 56 


1836 “ 30,868,164 04 
1837 “ 37,265,037 15 
1838 “ 39,455,438 34 


These aggrogates include all the heavy expendi- 
tures of the Indian wars, Iadian treaties, Indian re- 
movals, interest and principle, paid on funded ‘debts, 
redemption of Treasury notes, and border diffieul- 
ties that occurred since 1835, in the years to which 
the amount is annexed. So do the expenditures 
of 1839. Here is a table showing more particu- 
larly the expenses of that year, as reported in Doc. 
No. 3, 2d session 26th Congress, page 21: 

EXPENDITURES For 1839, 
Civil, miscellaneous, 

and foreign inter- 

course - $4,919,187 58 
Military = - ~ 14,260,860 34 
Naval - - 6,225,002 75 

2 $25,410,050 67 


Public debt including 
intereston Holland 


debt = ` 93,251 17 
Treasury notes re 

deemed, including 

interest. -JOL LLL 02 


Trust funds - 1,010,523 29 
010, 


12,204,895 48 
$37,614,936 15 
It isseen by this table that the whole expendi- 
tures for 1839 were $37,614,936 15, including the 
redemption of Treasury notes and the trust fands; 
but deduct these, which. is proper to be done, 
for they were debts of another year—I say 
deduct them, and the expenditures of 1839, will 
be but $25,410,050 67, Now, let us look to 
the aggregate expenditures of 1849, The expendi- 
tures were, in the entire year, $22,489,349 51; 
and such has been the policy of the Ad- 
ministration, and such its retrenchments, that 
$19,000,000 will cover the expenses for the present 
year, (18415) so says the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and such are the estimates from data furnished. by. 
all the Departments, Ihave presented these figures 
and facts for the benefit of those who may read 
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me. I desire that the people. may have 
these facts, to put in contrast with the charges of 
extravagance with which the Administration was 
denounced through every Bank-bought corrupted 
organ in the land, and every Federal demagogue 
that could conceive a falsehood, or express the con- 
ceptions.of another. It will be seen that the Ad- 
ministration has succeeded in reducing the-expen- 
ditures of the Government from $39,000,000per 


annum to $19,000,000; and, still strange to sayy. | 


one of the reasons of its overthrow was the charge 
of extravagance and profligacy. It is dificult to 
say which is most criminal, the foul spirit that pro- 
pagated such. slanders, or the wilful stupidity 
that.makes them available. 

But, sir, in order to benight the public mind, and 
to pave the way for every species of profligacy that 
the coming Administration may be guilty of, it is 
boldly asserted on this Moor that this Government is 
now indebted to the amount of $30,000,000, and 
that.a loan ought forthwith to be contracted, and 
the debt. settled. Why, Mr. Speaker, what is not 
the man prepared to say who will make such an 
assertion? But as no evidence or statistics has 
been or can be produced to sustain the assertion, I 
shall satisfy myself with meeting it with a direct 
and unqualified denial, and shall class it with the 
numerous falsehoods and slanders, which, as I be- 
fore said, have been but too successful. 

There may be some unexpended appropriation 
at the expiration of this Administration. There 
always-has been, and always will be at the expira- 
tion of every administration, Those may be called 
floating unexpended. appropriations. They pass 
from year to: year, as well as from administration 
to administration. 

There were demands of this character to the 
amount of ten or twelve millions fell upon this 
Administration, when it come into power. There 
will not, perhaps, be one-fourth of that amount 
transferred to the coming administration. I know of 
none at this moment. I donot now speak of Indian 
annuities, Indian treaties, and the Holland claim on 
this District, assumed by the General Governmen'; 
‘they are funded debts, and no administration can 
pay them off, without farther legislation. The Go- 
ment never was clearer of debt and embarrassment 
than it is at this moment. It never was in a situa. 
tion since its first organization, to manage aud con- 
duct its functions with more ease and less expense 
in proportion to its magnitude, than itis at this 
time. The country is fast overcoming the embar- 
rassment and calamities brought upon it by the 
frauds and mismanagement of the banking institu- 
tions—trade and commerce are reviving—our com- 
mercial debt, which grew out of overtrading and 
overbanking is paid, and we have a fair promise of 
a bountiful harvest of revenue from imposts and 
land sales. The Florida war may be said to beat 
an end.: ‘The Indians, we are told, are daily com- 
ing in and surrendering themselves, their arms, 
and their wives and children. Onr border dificul- 
ties, itis believed, will be settled without further 
difficulty. The Federal party come into power in 
peace and plenty, outof debt, and with the com- 
fortable sum of about five millions in advance, which 
this bill will furuish, to commence operations. 
What a contrast! How did Mr. Van Buren find 
the Government and the country when he came 
into office? The Florida war raging, one of the most 
complicated, expensive, and dificult wars that this 
Government his encountered, owing to the nature 
of the enemy, the character of the climate which 
was its seat, aud the advantages the face of the 
country give the enemy—border difficulties of the 
most complex character-—the surplus revenue 
squandered, or what wes the same, deposited with 
the States (better far that it had been thrown into 
the Potomac)—nine hundred banks, with three- 
fourths of all the newspapers, united to paralyze all 
his movements and over:hrow bis administration. 
Add to.these the bank suspensions, which left him 
without a dollar- in the Treasury, and the sespen- 
sion- of ecommerce, which stopped ep the channels 
of. revenve—and all this. in two manths after his 
inauguration. © All this before he had time to rer 
form the first official act. But more of this here- 
after. 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. Bannan] 


told us that this Administration had issued 
$25,000,000 of Treasury. notes from its beginning 
to this time; and that it would now owe every dol- 
lar of that amount if it (the Administration). had 
not seized upon the Government property and 
made forced sales, at great sacrifices, for their re- 
demption. I asked the gentleman, at the time, to 
inferm us what property the Government had 
seized on, what it had sold that was not its right 
and its duty to sell. The gentleman promised us 


the information, but that was all; he did not give 


itvand, what is worse, he cannot. I meet that 
chargé with a direct denial. It is groundless in.all 
its parts, and T defy.him, or any other man, to sus- 
tain it, 

It is somewhat amusing to hear and see the ex- 
ultation manifested and expressed by the Federal 
party at the overthrow of the Democracy. ‘The 
expiring Administration!” “The successful par- 
ty!” “The defunct party!? “The prostrated 
Administration" “The party coming into pow- 
er;? and sneh expressions of unbridled exultation 
is the beginning, the middle, and the ending, of 
every Whiz speech we hear. Weill, poor fellows, 
Ido not blams them. ‘They have been in political 
exile for forty years. A gentleman telis me that 
they owned the Government four years within that 
time. ‘True; bnt that was no Administration, 
within the meaning of our Constitution or our po- 
litical langnage: it was an interregnum of that 
lime: it was a Federal interregnum of the Govern- 
ment, in violation of the spirit of the Constitution, 
and in open defiance of the will of the people and 
the majesty of onr political institutions. No maa 
can call ihat an Administration, without violence 
and political profanity. Yes, sir, ihe Federal par- 
ty have been in banishment for forty years. For 
forty years they have been rowing up “Salt river? — 
bareheaded and harebacked—on half rations, and 
now that they are restored to the Federal days of 
08, they have a right to exult. I would do so if 
I were in their place. The more than a hun- 
dred thousand lean, long, lank, husgry, and 
wolfish office seekers who are now thronging, and 
who are to throng this city, lo seize the “spoils of 
victory,” bearing in their features and aspect evi 


dences of worse than Siberian poverly,speaks poorly- 


for the country they have left. Lf the inbabitants 
from “the head waters of Salt river” are fairly 
represented by those who are now flocking here 
for the spoils, I would judge it to be ether a poor 
country, or the inhabitants to live by the ragged 
promises of banks without capital, or subjects to 
swindle. If L were capable of advising my friends, 
my advice would be to keep clear of the Sait river 
conntey. I would advise them to give the Fede- 
ralisis another “shake,” The result of this election 
is but a triumph over men; it is no triamph over 
principle. There was no issue of principle made 
in the contest. lt will be no violation of Ihe fun- 
damental principle, which every Democrat holds 
sacred, viz: “that the voice of the peaple is the su- 
peme law of the land,” to disregard the resrlt of 
this election only as a triumph of men, Every 
Democrat is at liberty to stand to his principles and 
the measures which have characterized his party. 
It is an anomaly in polities and in government, 
thatan admiuistration should be overthrown upon 
no principle. 

It is equally stranse that an Administration 


| Should come into power upon no principle; butsuch 


isthe fact. Ihave said that it was an anomaly; 
not quite, there have been seme such instances. 
When and while the Jews were enjoying the daily 


manifestations of the living God, under the admi- f 


nistration of Moses, they deserted the one and sur- 
rendered Ine other, and betook themselves to idola- 
try; anon made a golden calf, and they did it di- 
vine honors; not that they were fo reecive higher 
benefits, bat they wanted a change. That word 
change has ever been a potent word. Tt was the 
word change in the mouth of Hanno and his dema- 
goguical adherents, that overthrew Hannibal, and, 
with him, sunk the Republie of Carthage. It was 
the word change, in connection with the golden 
bribes of Persia, that subverted the Grecian liber- 
ties and the Grecian Republics. That word change, 
and Persian gold, did what the arms of Persia 
was unable to do, So, too, the word change, and 


British gold, may do what the arms of England 
coald not do.. ‘They may subvert the liberties of 
this people, and overthrow thi, Republic. That word 
change, and the British moneyed influence, have ae- 
complished one step: they have made one successful 
effurt. They have overthrown as pure and upright 
an Administration as ever administered this Go- 
vernment. They have defeated the re-election of 
a President, and as sound, as pure, and as talented 
a patriot as ever filled the Executive of this Go- 
vyernment or any other—-one who has administered 
the Government upon the same Democratic prin- 
ciples, and in support of the same measures, by 
which this, in the short space of half a century, has 
grown to be a mighty Republic—and one, too, who 
waselected by an overwhelming majority of the 
American freemen to carry out the very measures 
which have characterized and marked every offi- 
cial act of his. His Administration has been ho- 
nest, faithful, able, economical and patriotic, and 
his avowal ci principle, as well as the party who 
sustained him, open, fearlesss, and candid—~avow- 
ing at all times and in al! places the principles and 
measures which should guide and govern him and 
them. And how was this honest expose mel? Why, 
the Federal candidate positively refused to present 
any “expression of priacipie for the public eye,” 
or to give any pledge to support or repndiate any 
measure, and even denied the right and the proprie- 
ty to ask him for a pledge. Flere is an extract 
from a speech delivered at Fort Meigs, as reported 
in a paper friendly to his election. In that speech 
he says: 

“I will now, fellow-citizens, give you my reasons for having 
refused to give pledges and opinions moré freely than Ihave 
done since my nomination to the Presidency, Many of the 
staiements published npon this subject are by no means cor- 
rect, But itis (rue that it is my opinion that no pledge shoutd 
be given by an individual while in nomination for any office in 
the gift of the people??? 

1 could present numercus justances in which Ge- 
neral Harrison was called «pon through the most 
respectable mediums, and from the most patriotic 
motives, to give hig views on the great leading 
measures which interested the country, in every 
instance of which he declined giving answers “for 
the public eye.” Tam too fast. General Harri- 
son did give one pledge, He stated, I believe, at 
various times, in many places, and in the presence 
of assembled multitudes, that he believed a Nation- 
al Bank uaconstitutional. He believed that Con. 
gress has not the constiutional power to establish a 
National Bank. He has also pledged himself, in 
the midst of essemb'ed thonsands, to veto no bill 
that Congress may pass. He i> now the President 
elect of this Republic. On the 4th of March next, 
at the threshold of his official duties, he will mount 


the eastern portico of this Capitol, and with lips 
pressed to the Holy Evangelists,or with uplifted hand 


before assembled thousands, to whom he is respon- 
sible here, and in the presence of Almighty God 
and his Eternal Throne, to whom he is responsible, 
ant before which he is answerable hereafter, he 
will swear to support the Constitution of the United 
States. Now, suppose Congress shonld pass, dur.’ 
ing his administration, a bill to incorporate a Na- 
tional Bank, and, to become a law, it shall require 
his approval and signature, what will be the condi- 
tion of that poor old man? He stands pledged to 
approve and sign a biil which he has said is in vio- 
lation of the Constitution which he has sworn to 
maintain? I say, what will be his situation ina 
moral and conseientions view, to say nothing of the 
political obligations be is under to maintain the 
Constitution ia the exercise of the veto power, 
which is a part of the obligations of the Executive, 
and was intended by the framers of the Constitu- 
tion to preserve it from the innovations and viola- 
tions which General Tarrison sass, himself, would 
be made upon jt by the establishment of a National 
Bank? 

I know of no Whig candidate whose elec 
tion in the late canvass turned on principles. Ina 
Republican Government, itisa fundamental right 
of the people to demand of the candidate who is 
asking saffrage at their hands, what are his princi- 
ples, and upon what terms he will administer the 
office which he seeks; and it is a politica! duty, on 
the part of a candidate, to answer, and to answer 
sincerely. That right and that duty were both vio- 
lated in the late elections. 
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How, I ask again, were the fearless and honest 
expose of principles, on the part of the Democracy, 
met? Way, sir, by drunken orgies, that would 
have disgraced a baechanalian feast—by empty un- 
meaning pageants—ridiculous displays of log cab- 
ins, beset in coon skins, fox tails, old goards, empty 
barrels, shot pouches, and snapping turtles; and 
by other displays unworthy of the age, disgrace- 
fal io any people, and an insult to every under- 
standing of morality and decency. Or, in the lan- 
guage of my poet: 

And whatare the principles bout which you prate? 

I answer, log cabins and pickerel bait; 

Hard cider, old muskets, and racoons, and rags, 

Black wooland broad seals, and tow saddie-bags, 

Corn dodgers and skunk skins, with pitch forks and poles, 

Old hats that. were made but to stop up the holes; 

Pack saddles and gourds, empty hoppers and lye, 

And catfish and gingerbread made in a pie: 

Pothooks and kettles, with scythes and wash tub, 

Old sickles and cornstalks, and axes lo grab. 

Oh! who could have dreamt that anation so wise, 

Would have stopped up their ears and plucked out their eyes; 

Would have swallowed such falsehood, so plain and go foul, 

That would disgust and sicken a toad eating owl? 

It is disgraceful to the American intelligence to 
say that the? elections were carried by such dis- 
plays, in the entire absence of avowed principles. 
‘We must look for some other infiuence, by which 
the whole power and force of the American De- 
mocracy have been overthrown. There was a 
combination of circumstances and factions brought 
together, and made to bear on the Administration, 
which never has been before, and it is hoped 
never will be again. First of the factions. Those fac- 
tions were bound together by no principle or tie, 
save their hostility to the Democratic party, and 
to Demecratic principles The Abolitionist and 
the slave holder, the bank man and the anti-bank 
man—the high tariffile, and. the anti-tariffite— 
the distributionist, and the anti-distribationist— 
the assumptionist, and the anti-3s-umptionist, 
though all antipcdes to each other, were 
uniied against the Democracy, all rallied vncer 
their different banners to the standard of Fede- 
ralism. Change! change! was their watchword. 
Thecry and the echo of change never was per- 
mitted to die on the ear, midst all the conflict and 
din of battle—not a change of measures nor of 
principle, buta change of men. As my poet says: 

“The Federalists came and they wanted “change,” 
Oh! “change,” the Abolitionists caught it. 

That Tariffites wanted it is’nt strange, 

But change for the Antis, who would have thought it? 
They wanted change, and change they have got, 
But a change for the better? “I reckon not.” 

Second, of the circumstances. But to explain 
them would require more time than the limits of a 
speech will permit. It would require not only a 
financial and commercial history of our own coun- 
try, but a history of our relations wih other 
countries. [tis suflicient to say, that under the 
high tariff banking and credit system, a rage for 
speculation was engendered, which was only 
equalled by the fatal embarrarsments in which it 
involved the pzopie, the States, and the General 
Government. The people became involved in a 
large commercial debt. The States became in- 
volved for loans obtained for internal improve- 
ments, to pear iwo hundred millions of dollars to 
foreign capitalists. The country was overspread 
with upwards of nine hundred incorporaied bank- 
ing institutions, a large portion of whose capital 
was and is owned by capilalists in London, Paris 
and Amsterdam: 

Before I teke my seat, I wiilexplain the process by 
which all our pecuniary aod commercial embarrass- 
ments were brought npon us by thet extended cie lif, 
banking and internal improvement sysiem; but it is 
at this moment my object to expose the circum- 
stances and influences which were broughi to bear 
upon the recent elections. Tt is weil known that 
this Administration and the Democratic party 
were, and are now, opposed te the contracting of 
further foreign loans, and to the privileges which 
the present system of banking bestows upon those 
institutions and their stoekhelders. Itis well known 
that State stocks in the European markets have 
been gradually failing since the revulsion and 
bank commercial suspensions in 1837, until 
they are not worth more than sixty or sixty-five 
cents on the dollar. It is also well known that one 
of the means by which those stocks would be 


raised to par value, would be by getting the Gene- 
ral Government to assume the State dedts. H is 
well known, too, that this Administration was op- 
posed to that policy. The restrictions and secu- 
rides which the Administration and its supporters 
were imposing upon the banks; dismayed bank 
stockholders, both at home and abroad. They saw 
in the re-election of Mr. Van Buren and his sup- 
porters the overthrow of their swindling system, and 
the downfall of their corrupt institutions. 

It was to avoid a catastrephe so fatal to the gam- 
bling and stockjobbing interests, that united the 
bankers and stockholders of both Europe and this 
country against the re-election of the present Ad- 
ministration, and rallied all the power and influence 
which a contro! of two hundred millions of State 
debts, twice that amount of bank capital, and per- 
haps four times that amount of bank loans, gave 
them over the people. The idea that British capi- 
tal, British gold, and British influence, controlled 
the recent elections, is scouled by the Federal party 
here, and denounced as a slander upon the freemen 
of this couniry. Sir, it is honorable to suppose 
the American people incapable of bribery or be:ng 
bribed. It is not charged that they were bribed di- 
rectly, nor was it necessary that they should be. 
There were easier and cheaper methods of bringing 
British influence and British capital to operate upon 
the people and the elections. That such influences 
were brought to bear, no one having a regard for 
truth, and acquainted with the facts, will deny. I 
hold in my hand the evidence—evidence conclu- 
sive—evidence which carries conviction with it. 

It is well known that Daniel Webster went to 
England. It has been publicly and privately re- 
ported, and I believe never contradicted, thathe went 
upon means to the amount of near cor about sixty 
thousand dollars, furnishes by the traders, bank- 
ers, merchants,and stockjobbers of the Bastera cities, 
What he went for, none but those in the secret 
know; but, to use a Yankee phrase, we can guess. 
It was to restore confidence in the ability and faith 
cf the States to redeem their bonds—to the end 
that more loans might be obtained, and to assure 
the stockholders that the States were constitutionally 
and legally bound to liquidate their bonds. A kind 
of -notion was prevailing that the States had no 
power to issue bills of credit, and that the Siate 
bond: were bills of credit, and therefore uaconstitu- 
tional and illegal, and that subsequent Sta'e Legisla- 
tures might so consider them, and might refuse to 
provide for their payment. While foglire with 
the stoekjobbers and bankers of London exchange, 
I do not ksow what promises he made them, that 
if Mr. Van Baren’s Administration could be over- 
thrown, the General Government would as-ume the 
payment of the States bonds, and a national bank 
be established, but I do know when he came home, 
“change,” “change,” was the word. I know, too, 
that no election by the Federal party ever wascon-. 
ducted with so mucn expense or money and sacri- 


fice of time, thongh the piteous howls of panie, | 


ruin, and distress, were made to time with 
“change, change, change.” E do not know from 
whence the means were drawn that supported all 
the fool Federal fandangces that disgraced this 
country, our Republican institutions, and the elec- 
tive franchise. [do not know whether they were 
furnished by British banks in this country or Bri- 
tish banks in England. Ido not know whether 
they were furnished by British American, or Ame- 
rican British sieckjebbers and gamblers. I know 
the means were furnished from some source other 
than private and individual donations; anl now 
for the evidence. I will not read all I have. [have 
not time to read all the correspondence which 
sbows the London Exchange interest felt, and in- 
terference exercised in the American elections last 
fall and summer. Flere is a part, It isa recoln- 
tion adopted at a meeting of the stockjobbers in 
London: 


“To send to the Legislatures of the States, agents who should 
press the said Legislatures to appropriate funds to reduce the 
amount of their scrip, and establish sinking funds to secure 
the remainder.” . é i 

So we have had British bank and stockjobbing 


agents to superintend our Legislatures, and in order 
that the Legislatures should be of the proper cast, 
such as would be more likely to carry out the views 
of the stockjobbing herd, it is fair to presume that 


these agents were wire workers in the elections. 
What American will not feel humbled when he 
reflects that our legis'ative halls are beset with. Bri- 
tsh agents, demanding legislation in behalf of. fo- 
reign interests. This is the influence which sprung 
the question of Federal assumption of State debts, 
and it seems, while the people of the United States, 
or all except the Federal fugle masters, were kept 
in perfect ignorance of General Harrison’s views 
of the great questions of public interest, the stocka 
jobbers and owners understood him well. 


Here is an extract from a London paper. 

“The London Morning Post, of June 3d, in speaking of a re- 
portot Mr. Kendall and several other members of the Ameri- 
can Cabinet had resigned, says: 

“By the election of General Harrison, the Whig candidate, 
and the rejection of Mr. Van Buren, the return of the Govern: 
ment to a Sound and rational system of banking will follow as 
a matter of course; and possibly the United States Bank may 
once more find itself under the protection of a proper charter. 
The rejection of Mr. Van Buren will be decisive of the fate of 
the Sub Treasury scheme. That insane piece of legislation will 
be mostassuredly knocked on the head, and we shail no longer 
hear of pet banks, and the thousand other absurdities with 
which it is associated 

“We rejoice in the downfall of the VISIONARY UNDER- 
TAKINGS OF THE RAD.CAL SPIRITS AND POLITI. 
CAL ECONOMICAL COXCOMBS, WHETHER THEY 
BE OF THE OLD WORLD OR THE NEW, and may, ac- 
cor ingly, congratulate the Americans on the prospects they 
have of getting rid of such quacks as Van Buren, “Van” Jack- 
son, andMr. Amos Kendall, 

“Whether the resigna'ion takes place or not, there seems to 
be no doubt that THE WHOLE CREW OF THE DEMO. 
CRATIC PARTY will, in the month of November at the latest, 
be relieved from the cares of office.” 

Here is more of the same. Both these extracts 
are from high-toned, full-blooded, red-mouthed, 
English Tory papers: 

The Liverpool Standard of September 4th, encourages 
the owners of American stocks in England with the following 
words: 

“There can be very little doubt that, in spite of Govern. 
ment influence, General Harrison will be elected President.” 
From the Liverpool Standard, September 4, 1840. 

“At present, Great Britain exercisesa POWERFUL INFLU. 
ENCE over the social, political, and fiscal affairs of the United 
States. The dependence of the planters in the South, and the 
commercial men inthe North, upon the British market, neces- 
sarily superinduces a desire for peace on their part, while it 
gives this country alarge amount of CONTROL OVER THE PUBLIO 
Decisions of those bodies, The ultra Republicans of the States 
do not relish this coatrol. They see that it mterposesa BAW» 
RIER AGAINST THE WORKING OUT OF THEIR DE- 
MOCRATICAL PRINCIPLES.” 

It will be seen by trese extracts that the. London 
brokers had the advantage of the American Demo- 
cracy. ‘They knew precisely by what rule of 
arithmetic to calculate if General Harrison should 
succeed in his election. If his election was se- 
cured, they could calculate their Bank and State 
stocks by multiplication; but if Mr. Van Buren 
should succeed, the rule of subtraction would ap- 
ply. Sech is virtual'y the language of the follow- 
ing letters, Here they are: 

{Per Great Western ] 
Lonpon, June 3, 1840. 

Sir: We refer to our last, of May 15, and have now the plea- 
sure of acknowledging the receipt of your esteemed letter of 
Mth April. The box with the conpons of the bonds in our pos- 
session hasalso reached us within these few days; the contents 
have not yet been examined, but we have no doubt of these be- 
ing found correet. 

We assure you that we are not unmindful of your anxious 
wish either to realize your bonds at a satisfactory price, or to 
receive an advance upon them, but we regret to say this is still 
out ofour power; there are hardly any transactions in Ameri- 
ities, even inthe most current stocks; and as to the 
n of any new stock in the market, we should not 
it either advisable or even creditable, nor can 
yet foretell the period when a material improve- 
may be expected. We should, consequently, in 


ment 
making an advance, lock up our capital for an indefinite 
period, and for this, we confess, the value of money is too 


greatat present. THE ATTENTION OF OUR CAPITAL. 
IsTS AND OTHERS ENGAGED IN AMERICAN AF- 
FAIRS IS NOW TURNED TO YOUR INTERNAL PO. 
LITICS, ANDP IF THE PROSPECTS FOR YOUR NEXT 
PRESIVENTIAL ELECTION HELD OUT By THE LAST 
ACCOUNTS SHOULD BE REALIZED, THIS CIRCUM- 
STANCE WILL CONTRIBUTE MORE TIAN ANY 
OTHER TO RESTORE GENERAL CONFIDENCE. The 
payments of the divit on Pennsylvania stock has produced 
a good effect, but ever now thot stock (which a few years ago 
was preferred to all others, and sold as high as 120 0-0,) cansbe 
purchased at from 76 to 780-0, which will show you what could 
be expected for Missouri bonds. Indiana dollar stock has been 
sold at C6 6.0, Himots 6 per cent. stock at74 00, but even at 
these rates no large sales should be effected. 

We remain, respectfully, sir, 

Your obedient servants, 
FRED. HUTH & CO. 


Jounx Swit esq | "i ; rae i 
President of the Bank of the State of Missouri, St. Louis. 


This was the first letter; here is the second. It 
promises some consolation to the Siate of Missouri 
should the: Democratic Administration be over- 
thrown, The stockjobbers were barking up the 
wrong tree when they wrote these letters. ‘They 
supposed they were talking to those who were wil- 
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ling to sell their birthright for a mess of porridge; 
those who were willing to barter off their princi- 
ples and their institutions for the ass’s load of gold. 


But: here is the second letter: 
; [Per Great Western. } 
Lonpon, September 11, 1840. 
Dear Sm: We have duly received your favors of July 9, 
from St. Louis, and July 29, from New York, and must regret 
we still continue unable to meet, your wishes as regards a sale 
of your bonds, ora loan on the security of them. The war 
with which we are threatened by France again diverts the atten- 
tion of our capitalists from permanent investments, and all 
American securities appear quite forgotten. Indiana 5 per 
cent. dollar stock was offered to us at 673 0-0; and Missouri, be- 
_ ing less known, could not even be sold in less proportion. IF, 
HOWEVER, YOUR ELECTIONS FOR THE PRESI 
‘DENTSHIP SHOULD HAVE THE RESULT NOW ANTI. 
CIPATED, IT IS VERY PROBABLE THAT AN IMPULSE 
WIDL BE GIVEN TO ALL STATE STOCKS, AND THE 
MOMENT MAY THEN ARRIVE WHEN YOUR BONDS 
CAN BE INTRODUCED UNDER FAVURABLE AUS. 
PICES, though not at the limit you have fixed, whilst Iinois6é 
per cent. sterling bonds can be purchased so much lower; the 
price asked at present for this Jatter stock is 870-0, being nearly 
10 0-0 under your limit. AFTER YOU HAVE WAITED S 
LONG, WE THINK IT WOULD BE A PITY TO RECALL 
THE BONDS WITHOUT SEEING WHAT EFFECT A 
CHANGE IF YOUR EXECUTIVE WILL PRODUCE, IN 
WHICH POINT WE MAY EXPECT TO FORM A FAIR 
JUDGMENT ABOUT THE BEGINNING OF NEXT YEAR. 
If, however, you wish the bonds, or a portion of them, to be re- 
turned, please give us your instructions and they will be punc- 
tually followed. 
We remain respectfully, dear sir, 
our obedient servants, 
FREDERICK HUTH & CO. 
Jonn Situ, Esq. President of the Bank of the State of Mis. 
souri, St. Louis. 


Missouri, by her Legislature, met this insolence 
in the proper spirit—in the spirit worthy of a free 
State and of freemen——worthy the imitation of 
other States.and other freemen. Her bonds were 
recalled, and their arrogance denounced and re- 
buked. Bat the election is over—Mr. Van Buren 
is defeated, and General Harrison is elected. Hear 
the congratulations! The frantic joy of the money 
changers. and rag barons of this country hardly 
excelled that of the moneycd aristocray of Eng- 
land. Tread from the London Morning Chronicle, 
a full-blooded Tory paper: 


MONEY MARKET AND CITY NEWS, 

WEDNESDAY, December 10.--The election of General Iarri- 
son to the Presidential chair of the United States is an event of 

reat importance to the commercial interests of America and 

reat Britain. A new system of financial policy will be pro- 
pounded by the cabinet of the United States, and, if successtul, 
tho change will bo felt throughout Europe. On this country it 
will act, however, most immediately, and to’ the greatest extent. 
We have deep interests at stake, therclore, in asking our transat- 
lantic brethren not to go ahead too fast, nor too far, but to nse 
their success with prudence. 

The measures which will form the lealing features of discus- 
sion, when Congress assembles, are likely lo be: Ist. The ad- 
justment of the currency; 21. The bankruptcy law; 3d. The 
general land distribution bill; and, dth. The tarit. aho first 
named of these important questions will lead to lenghthened 
discussion. It isof vital interest to the future prosperity of the 
Union, and ought not to be decided without full and mature deti- 
beration, A rash or inconsiderate step might not only overnurn 
the new Goverpment, but lead to disastrous convulsions inthe 
money market. The Government, however, are vested by the 
Conautution of the United States with special powers “to coin 

‘money, and regulate the value thereof,” so that their powers to 
establish a uniform national currency cannot be succes fully 
disputed. Mr. Webster was the leading expounder of tie 
views of the new administration party on this rulje G and as 
he predicted that it would lead to the success af one system of 
Government, and to the overthrow of another, it is from his 
views that we are tolook for the nature of the measures which 
WHI be brought forward. Tf his opinions be adopted by General 
Harrison, the new Federal Government will not only propound 
a basis for a national paper currency, payable in gold 
and silver, but also for a National Bank. ‘The latter mea- 
sure would meet with powerful opposition, and we hear 
that the Whig party are not all of one way of thinking 
aboutit, The same may be said regarding the ‘general bank- 
rupticy bill, It would never do to | > for behool of ihe 
debtor only, as was proposed by the bill of last sessien. Any 
Measitre, to deserve success, should be ever bande p and apply 
both to debtor and creditor. It ja considered likely that Mr. 
Clay will be successful in carrying a measme for the distribn- 
tion of the public lands belonging to the general body of the 
Republic, and at the disposal of Congress. thas been pro 
posed by Mr. Clay that these lands should be sold under the pro- 
visions of a special Jaw, ant the proceeds divided among the 
various States on fixed principles, according to their represen- 
tation in Congress. A bill for that purpose formerly passed 
the Legislature, but- General Jackson did not permit it to he- 
come a Jaw, having allowed it to drop withou: giving his Presi- 
dential sanction, but it is understoed that General Harrison will 
readily approve, iit be sent up to him hy the Senate. ‘The pass- 
ing of such ameasure would afford the various States powerful 
aid in completing their schemes of interni lim provement, But, 
then, whatever is given to the revenne of the different States, is 
withdrawn from therevenue of the Union. 

Tis supposed that a change of thetariff will be strenuously 
mooted by the manufacturing States who are desirous for 
heavier protecting dties, but they will meet with vehement 
Opposition from the exporting interests, and we trust that free 
Principles of wade will still prevail in Congress. 

Ishall trouble you. with no more extracts. fC 
what I have read are not sufficient to establish the 


fact that British capital and British influence were 


brought to bear en the recent elections, no amount 
of evidence would avail. E 

~ But permit me to discharge a duty to a large ma- 
jority of the American people by saying again that 
they:are incapable cf being bribed, or turned from 
the support of our Demoératic isstitutions by any 
direct attempts of foreign influence or money. It 
will be asked how has this influence been brought 
to bear? Lanswer, by indirect means. Such is 
the hold that. foreign:eapitalisis have upon our cre- 
dit and monetary mstitutions, that, by a combina- 
tion with thosefth whom they are connected and 
associated in this country, having an identity of in- 
terest, they can say to the banks suspend, and 
they suspend—expand, and they expand—contract, 
and they contrac!——resume, and they resume. All 
these they can do, and have done. And what is 
the effect? It is to make money seare: or plenty at 
their will; to raise or lower the price of produce 
and labor; to suspend or progress with public 
works and improvements, as may best advance 
their interests. The unsuspecting laborer who only 
seeks to maintain himself by honest economy and 
industry, does not understand the cause of those 
expansions and. contractions which at one time 
give him ample compensation, and high hopes for 
his labor, and at another sink him into poverty and 
nakedness. He looks around him with astonishment 
and surprise for the causes of those changes which 
so effect him and his interests. He is told that it 
is by the mismanagement of the ruling powers, 
and he is admonished, as he values his own pecu- 
niary interests, to change the Administration. Now 
look atthe number of banks in this country, the 
amount of bank capital, the number of bank cffi- 
cers, of bank directors, and bank stockholders, 
ninety-nine in a hundred of whom are opposed to 
the Democratic party—look also to the fact that 
foreign capitalists own a vast portion of all the 
bank stock in this country, and are, like their as- 
sociates here, opposed in principle and policy to 
this Administration, and every thing like demo- 
racy. Again, look at the wide-spread influence 
that the banks and the capitalists can and have ex- 
ereised on the elections through all the mediums, 
and the more than ten thousand channels of mo- 
neyed avencies that control the value of every 
thing that is the subject of pecuniary value; and 
deny, in the spirit of truth if you can, that foreign 
influence has controlled the elections. I say 
again, that foreign capital has controlled and is 
now controliing the elective franchise, the ballot 
box, and the institutions ot this country, not by 
direct bribery, but by secret moneyed influences, 
more dangerous to the liberties cf this country, 
and more subversive of oar Republican instin- 
tions than the artillery and the boyonet of England 
or all other military powers on earth combined. 

I may name ancther circumstance, which was 
used to overthrow the Administration; and so far 
as it was successful, I regret to say it was dis- 
graceful to American in'elligence, and di:honora- 
ble to American patriotism. 1 allude to “Mr. Van 
Burew’s standing army of two hundred thousand men!” 
It will be remembered, and the journals show the 
fact, that during the short session of the Twenty- 
Gfth Congress, a resolution was passed, requesting 
the Secretary of War to report to the next Con- 
gress a plan of reorganizing the militia. That re- 
quest was made with reference to our border diffi- 
culties, and some other difficulties which might 
grow out of them, The Secretary of War, ia con- 
formity to the duty imposed on him by that resolu- 
tion, reported a plan of reorganization. It was 
subniitied to Congress, and differed but little from 
tbe plan submitted to Congress by General Kne xX, 
in General Washington’s administration, was 
passed by Congress, and approved by General 
Washington, and is now a Jaw, and has been, from 
that time to this. In whatever Mir. Poinsett’s plan 
differed from the present law, that difference made 
his plan less excepticnable? Comment on Mr. 
Poinseit’s plan is unnecessary with those who deal 
in jestice and truth. But comment on it with 
those who deal in falsehood and slander would 
be worse than idle. Ji is sufficient to say 
that the measure never was acted on by Congress. 

t never was presented to the President officially, 
nor did he sanction it; but, on the contrary, disap- 


‘the whole’ canvass, was urged upon the 


proved of some of its provisions, and pronounced 
others unconstitutional. But still that plan, through 
people by 
the political demagogues and the Bank pensioned 
presses, as “Mr. Van Buren’s standing army;” a 
thing which had no existence; a thing that was 
among the things that never were. But it was 
urged, too, that the object in taking the census and 
the statistics, was to ascertain the number of men 
the country could furnish to the constant supply of 
that army, and the amount of property which could 
be taxed for its support, when the records show the 
fact, that the resolution which provided for taking 
the statistics, was intreduced by a Whig member, 
[Rice GARLAND, } the object of which was to far- 
nish data and useful information as to the worth 
of the nation, without reference to the subject, or 
thought, of taxation. I believe every member of 
the Elouse supported that resolution. And this is 
briefly the story of Mr. Van Buren’s standing army 
of 200,000 men. I only name the subject to in- 
vite those who may have been influenced by that 
charge upon the Administration, to examine the 
charge and see how basely they have been 
imposed upon. But how ungrateful and un- 
kind was it to charge Mr. Van Buren with 
an intention to everthrow the liberties of the 
country and establish a military despotism. 
Of all men, we have the least to fear from him. 
He has been tried, and he has been found true 
and faithful. The whole history of his life, civil, 
political, and official, constitutes the surest guar- 
antee of his attachments to, and his support of, free 
institutions and Republican principles. But if any 
thing more were wanted, we have it in the fact 
that Congress, at the close of the long session, 
25th Congre:s, with a view to defend cur Maine 
boundary, placed atthe disposal of the President 
ten millions of dollars, and authority to raise fifty 
thousand volunteers. That was putting the sword 
and the purse truly in the hands of the President. 
Well, how did he use this tremendous midtary en- 
gine, thus surrendered to him? Did he wield the 
purse and the sword to the overthrow of our Re- 
publican institutions? Did he organize a standing 
army, or did he establish a military despotism? 
No; he did neither of them. What did he do? 
Why, by his diplomacy, and his skill in interna- 
tirnal laws, he so far succeeded in compromising 
the border difficulty, as to make military force un- 
necessary. And when Congress assembled, he 
handed back the purse and the sword to the peo- 
ple’s Representatives, withhis hands as unpolluted, 
and the sword as unstained with human blood, as 
were the hands and sword of General Harrison, 
when he threw down his commission in the midst 
ofthe last war, and admonished Congress, in a 
manner which should be remembered, never to in- 
vest the Executive with such power again. 

So much for the circumstances united with the 
factions which were brought to bear to the over- 
throw of this Administration. Teould name others 
equally unfounded and unjust, but I have not 
time. 

Before I proceed, permit me to give the genile- 
man on my right some notice. 

The gentiman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cus. 
ING] the other day, after mourning for some t:me, 
over the distressed condition of our poor country 
and the wickedness and profligacy of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren’s Aministration, suddenly turned his tune and 
pronounced a eulogy on the gailantry of General 
Harrison, and consoled himself and his friends, that 
“the gallant Harrison” wonld relieve the country. 
“The gallant Flarrison” wouid secure prosperity to 
the country. “The gallant Harrison” would do 
this, and “the gallant Harrison” would do that. 
I am tired and sick of Tippecanoe songs, and I 
would like to know what difficulty the country is 
in that General Harrixon?s gallantry can relieve 
1t from, and E would also like to know in what his 
gallantry consists. Does it consist in his having 
been the commander at the ma-sacre of Tippeca- 
noe, where ten or twelye hundred men, as brave 
as ever defended a country or faced an enemy, 
were surprised in the night and one hundred 
and eighty of their number slaughtered and 
wounded by four or five hundred Indians, 
who, after performing the work of death for more 


Jan. 1841. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


“455 


267TH Cong... 2ND SESS. 


Treasury Note Diill—Mr. Duncan. 


H. of Reps. 


than two hours, retired without perhaps the loss of 
ten of their number? Or does his gailantry consist 
in his having ordered the really gallant Croghan to 
burn and abandon Fort Stephenson, but which order 
was disobeyed, and thereby one cf the most bril- 
liant victories gained over the enemy in defence of 
the fort that characterized the last war? Does his 
gallantry consist in his having piled up the public 
stores and provisions on a frontier border, fur- 
nished at vast expense, setting fire to them,*and re- 
treating by the light? Does bis gallantry consist in 
his having headed the infantry at the battle of the 
Thames a mile or more in the rear, while Colonel 
Dick Johnson, with his gallant regiment, was in 
death grapple with three times their number, from 
the beginning to the end of the battle? Or does his 
gallantry consist in his having thrown down his 
commission in the middle of the war, when all was 
darkness, doubt, and danger? 

Sir, you may dig from the grave the withered 
carcass ofa General, buried for more than a quarter 
of a century; you wash his face, comb his locks, 
dress him in Jeng boots, a chapeau, and epaulets, 
and plume him with feathers, and a black cockade, 
but you cannot make a military chieftain ef him, 
only as he has made himself so. 

Mr. D. was here called to order by several 
Whigs, and the Chair reminded him that bi» re- 
marks were irrelevant. Mr. D. said he was aware 
of that. It was his intention to be ont of order, 
and he was pleased that he had been called to order. 
He was desirous of knowing whether order in de- 
bate was uniform here er not. He had now dis- 
covered that order depended more upon the party 
passions and capricious feelings of members, than 
upon any established rules of order; for, said Mr. 
D. during this debate Mr. Van Buren has been 
‘called a jackass, and his cabinet and cabinet officers 
knaves, fools, liars, swindlers, and thieves, but 
there was no Whig then to call to order; it was all 
‘right, all fair, and all inorder. Now, sir, you have 
my apology and my reason for departing from the 
rules of order, end I wish to be understood, while I 
have a seat here, I will meet such abuse and such 
slander and falsehood,in a manner which they merit. 
Bat (muttered some Whig mmber} you have not 
long to be here. Yes, said Mr. D. L will be here 
again. On the first Monday of December a year, 
if not sooner, I will make my entrance at that 
door. The Democracy of Old Flamillon will send 
me, or if not me, they will send a better man, 
who will as fearlessly defend the Democracy 
aud th cir principles. I was not defeated by 
voters. ï was. defeated by “pipe layers.” No 
Democrat, who is the selec’ed candidate of the 
De nocracy of Old Hamilton, can be defeated by 
honest and legal voting. 

Now, sir, I will proceed in order. 

Bat, on motion, the committee rose, and the 
House adjourned at 4 o'clock. 

Tuesday.~The House met, and went into Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. Duncan proceeded: Mr. Chairman, I desire 
to new blaze the landmarks which do now, and 


ever have divided the two greal partices—I mean. 


the Federal and the Democratic parties, for there 
are no other names by which they have or by 
which they should be known—and I will be justi- 
fied in this by the fact that itis every Cay’s prac. 
tice for the Federalisis of this House to call them- 
selves Jxfferson Democrats! Why, sit, they profane 
the name, and slander the memory of Jefferson. I 
will prove this by documents which are as true as 
Holy Writ. In the days, and in the political Ive of 
Thomas Jefferson, the n.easures and principles 
which divided the two parties were the same that 
now divide them. The Federalists then were in fa- 
vor of a great National Bank, and the Democracy 
were opposed to such an institution. The Federal- 
isis were in favor of a national debt, and an unre- 
strained credit system; the Democracy were op- 
posed to both. The Federalists were in fa- 
vor of an extravagant sysiem of infernal im- 
provements by the General Government, the 
Democracy were opposed to such a system of 
poliey, as insompatible with the purposes for which 
the General Government was formed. The Fede- 
yalists were in favor of assuming and funding the 
State debts; the Democracy were opposed to such 


z 
a policy. The Federalists were in favor of a high 
protective tariff} and the Democracy were op- 
posed io any other tariff than what was necessary 
to secure the requisite revenue for the support of 
the Government. and for national defence. The 
two parties, I repeat, stand, on all these measures, 
how, precisely as they then did; and, although the 
Federal patly came into power on no avowed prin- 
ciples, dnd pledged to the support of no measure, 
they ħad not assembled here three days ‘until they 
showed the cloven Federal foot as broad as ever it 
was seer. All the Federal measures which I have 
named, and some that I have not, have been boldly 
advocated on this Acor by every Federatist who has 
spoken this winter. 


I now ask your attention while I read some of 
the opinions of Thomas Jefferson on these mea- 
suies which I have enumerated—which I say now 
divide the two porties—and we will see what ap- 
proximation the mcdern Whig principles make to- 
wards the standard of Jefferson Democracy. And 
first as to the system and policy of internal im- 
provements by the General Government. While a 
member of the United States Senate, Mr. Van Ba- 
ren introduced the following resolution, viz: 


Resolved, That Congress does not possess the power to make 
roads or canals within the respective States.” 


This resclation was introduced in 1825, when 
the Federal party had the ascendency in Coneress, 
and in the Eexeeutive Department, and when 
Federalism was making fearful strides towards 
consolidation, and the establishment of Federal 
measures and Federal institutions. Mr. Jefferson, 
in a letter to Mr. C. W. Gooch, says: 


Monrticeni.o, Jannary 9th, 1826, 

Drar Sm: Ihave duly received your favor of December 3], 
and fear with you all the evils which the present lowering as- 
pect of our political hovizonso ominously portends. That at 
some future day, which I hoped to be very distant, the free prin- 
ciples of our Government might change with the change of cir- 
cumsiances, was to be expected. But certainty dil not expect 
that they would not over live the generation which established 
them, and what I still less expected was, that my faverite West- 
urn country was tobe made the instrament of change. Thad 
ever fondly cherished the interests of that country, relying on 
it as a barrier against the degeneracy of public opinion from 
our original and free principles. But the bait of local interests 
artfully prepared for their palates, has decoyed them from their 
kindred attachments to alliances alien to them. Yet, although 
Ihave litte hope that the torrent of consolidation can be with- 
stood, I should not. be for giving up the ship without efforts to 
save her. Shelived well through the first squall, and may wea- 
ther thepresent one. But, dear sir, I am not the champion cali- 
ed fur by the present dangers. " * * E will, bowever, 
say one word on the subject. The South Carolina resolutions 
and Mr. Van Rur motion show that other States are coming 
forward on the subject, and better for any to take the leag than 
Virginia. We shal) see what our co States propose, and before 
the clase of the session We may shape our own conrse more un- 
derstandingly. THOS. JEFFERSON. 


In this communication, Mr. Jefferson writes ex- 
pressly with reference to the Federal sch>mes of 
internal improvement by the Federal Government, 
as well as the unconstitutionality of providing the 
means for such purposes. He deprecates the de- 
Iusive baits held out to the States, and denounces 
the whole as a departure from Republican princi- 
ples, and the purpores for which the Federal Go- 
vernment was established. 

Ta relation toa National Bank and and an Inde- 
pendent Treasury, he says in a letter to Albert Gal- 
Jatin—(Jefferson’s works, vol. 4, page 12.) 


From a passage in the letter of the President. E observe an 
idea of establishing abyranch bank of the Usited States in New 
Orleans. This institution is one of the most deadly hostility 
existing against the principles and form of our Constitution. 
The nation is at this time so stiong and united in its sentiments, 
that it cannot be taken at this moment. But suppose a series 
of untoward events shouid cecar, sufficient to bring into doubt 
the competency ofa Republican Government to meet a crises of 
great dan ov tounhinge the confidence of the people tn the 
public fu saries, an institution Jike this, penetrating by its 
branches every part of the Union, acting by commana, ard in 
phalanx, may, in a critical moment, upset the Government. F 
deem no Government safe which is under the vassalace of any 
self-constituted authorities,or any oiher authority than that ofthe 
nation, or its regular functionaries. What an obstruction could 
not this bank with all its branch banks bein time®f war? H 
might dictate tous the peace we should accept, or withdraw its 
a Ought we thento give further growth to an ins on 
so powerful, so hostile? That itis so hostile we know, first from 
a knewledge of tho principles of the persons composing the beady 
of directors in every bank, principai or branch, and thi of 
most of the stockholders: second, from their opposition 
ta the measures and principles of the Government, and to the 
election of U friendly to them, and 31, from the sentiments 
of the newspapersthey support. Now, while we are strong, 
it is the greatest duty we owe to the safety of our Constitution 
to bring this powerful enemy to a perfect subordination under 
itsanthortties: the first measure would be to reduce them to an 
equal footing only with other hanks as to the favars of the Go- 
yernment, But im order to be able to meet a general combiua- 


tion of the banks against us in a-critical emergency, could we 
not make a beginning towards an independent use of our own 
money —towards holding our own bank. in all the deposites 
where itis received, and letting the treasurer give his draft- or 
note for payment at any particular place, which, in a. well con- 
ducted Government, ought to have as much ‘credit as any pri- 
vate draft, or bank note, or bill, and wouldgive us thesame fa- 
cilities which we derive from the banke? f pray you. to;.turn 
this subjectin your mind, and give itthe benefit of your. know- 
ledge of details; whereas I have only very general views on the 
subject. 
Affectionate salutations. 

Washington, December 13, 1803. ‘ 

In this communication Mr. Jefferson speaks in 
the language of prophecy. He anticipated the 
difficulties which we have witnested, and are 
now witnessing, not only in relation to banks, but 
of corporations in general. And his objections 
did not more exist upon the grounds of policy, than 
upon the unconsiilutionality of all corporations, 
bat more especially that of a National Bank. I 
have not lime to refer to all his arguments 
againsta National Bank; nor isit necessary. I 
will, however, ask the Clerk to read one more pas- 
sage, which is found in his Ana. Jefferson’s Works, 
vol. 4, pages 523-7. The Clerk read. 

I regret that the length of this expose will pre- 
vent me from making it a part of my printed re- 
marks, I hope it will be sufficient to say that it 
is his cabinet opinion against the constiutionality 
ofa Naticnal Bank. His arguments are conclu- 
sive and irresistible. I wish every man. in this 
Union could be furnished with a ccpy of this opi- 
nion; he would cease to. bea bank man, or wilful- 
ly violate the Constitution. : j 

Mr. Jefferson was oppose to a national debt, pa- 
per currency, stcckjobbing interests, and assump- 
tion of States. He looked upon them all as cor- 
rupting in their tendencies, and destructive in their 
effects, both in a private and political sense. 

Thold in my band the “Life of Jefferson.” Vol. 
1, page 382-9, in a conversation with General 
Washington, he says, among other things: 

“That the two great complaints were, that the national debt 
was unnecessarily increased, and that it furnished the means of 
corrupting both branches of the Legislature, as it was notorious 
to all that there was a considerable squadron in both branches 
whose votes were devoted to the paper and stockjobbing inte- 
rests: that on examining their votes they would be found in fa- 
vor of every Treasury measure; and-as most of those measures 
had been carried by small majorities, they had been carried by 
those very votes; that, therefore, it was just cause of uneasiness 
when we thus saw members legislating for their own interests 
in opposition to those of the people.” 

On page 355, speaking of the effect of. the rise 
of bank and other stocks, produced by the opera- 
tions of the United S:ates Bank and i's paper is- 
sues, he says: 

“This sudden inflax of good fortune was attended with its 
usual abuse; a disposition to exchange the regular pursuits of 
industry for adventurous traffic and whatever business held 
out the temptations of a flattery 7” g 

Mr. Jefferson tells Mr, Gouverneur Morris, (same 
page.) 

“Our public creditis good, bat the abindance of paper has 
produced a spirit of gambling in the funds, which has laid up 
ont ships at the wharves, as too slow instruments of profit, and 
has even disarmed the hand of the tailor of his needle and 
thimble. They say the evil will cure itself. T wish it may; 
but F have rarely seen a gamester curedeven by the disasters of 
his vocation. E 

“ihe effect of Ihespecuiations in the funds op the habits and 
character of the peaple, especially in the cities and towns, was 
greater than can well be imagined by onc who was not an eye 
withess.’? 

One more extract, by way of illustrating the 
Federal party in 1796, 7,8, which [think will su- 
rerseds any description of them at this time, ex- 
cept by comparison. If names are the representa- 
tives of things, the terms “Whi” and “Jefferson 
Democrats” are out ef jointand out of time and 
plece, when applied to the pariy oppesed to the 
Democracy. This is a letter which I find in the 
first volume of Mr. Jefferson’s life, page 518, ad- 
dressed to Mr Mazee. i 

©The aspect of our polities has wonderfully changed since 
you left us, April 24, 1796. In place of that love of liberty and 
republican government which carried ns Grinmphanuy through 
the war, an Auglican-monarchicalaristecratical party has 
sprung up, whose avowed object itis to draw over us the sub- 
stance, as they have already done the forms of the British Go- 
vernment. ‘Fhe main body of our citizens, however, remain 
true to their Republican principles. The whole landed interest 
is Republican, and so is the great mass of talents. Against us 


are the cutive, the Judiciary, and two out of three branches 
of the Legislature; all the officers «f the Government, all who 


want to be officers, ail timid men who prefer the calm of despo- 
tism to the boisterous sea of liberty, British merchants, and 
Americans trading on British capitalists, speculaters, and 
holders inthe banksand public funds. A contrivance invented 
for the purposes of corruption, and for assimilating us in all 
things to the rotten, as well as the sound parts of the British 
model. It would give you a fever were Ito name to. you the 
apostates who have gone over to these heresies, men who were 
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Sanipgonsin the field, and Solomons in the council, but who have 
had their heads shorn by the harlot England. In short, we are 
likely to preserve the liberty we have obtained, only by unre- 
:milting labors and peril. But we shall preserve it, and our 
mass. of weight and wealth on the goed side is so greatas to 


leave no-danger that force will ever be attempted against us. . 


We have only to wake up and snap the Lilliputian cords with 
which they have been entangling us during the first sleep which 
succeeded our labors.’* 


“. How, Mr. Chairman,-do the modern Whig prii- 
ciples measure with the standards of Jefferson Demo- 
-eracy which I have: been reading. The blush of 
isbame sheuld mantle the face of him who would call 
‘himself a Jeffersonian Democrat, when at the same 
time he tramples under foot the principles and ad- 
‘monitions of that father of Democracy and patriot 
‘ofthe’ Revolution. Did Thomas Jefferson now 
live, andcould he describe the Federal party of 
this. day with living lips, their principles and their 
favorite measures, he would fail to give a better 
description of them than he has in the extracts 
which I have read. 

It is due to the memory of Alexander Hamilton, 
the elder Adams, and the other leaders of the Fe- 
deral party of '98, that their political names should 
‘be preserved by those who make thiir principles 
their rule of faith. It is due to their memories that 
those who practise the doctrines of their school, 
should maintain the name that represents their 
doctrines. Federalists should be called Federal- 
isis. Every thing has a name, and every thing 
should be culled by its name. The modern Whig 
who calls himself a Jefferson Democrat, defames 
and slanders the name and memory of Thomas 
Jefferson, and is guilty of moral depravity and 
falsehood. 

-The gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Txompson,] in the commencement of his speech, 
asserted that this Administration, from its com- 
mencement to this ‘time, had declared and kept 
'up a war of extermination against the credit and 
commerce of this country, and that one blow had 
succeeded another until the best prospects of the 
country have been prostrated. 

The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. BELL] as- 
‘serted that the extra session (1837) was called to 
carry out the Independent Treasury scheme. 

Every Federalist who has spoken has asserted 
that itis the withering effect of the Independent 
Treasury that has blighted and prostra'ed the 
country. 

All those charges in their turn; but to answer 
them it will be necessary to go into the history of 
banking and the Tadependent Treasury, so far as 
the Government is or has been concerned or con- 
nected therewith. Be the Independent Treasury 
good or bad policy, Mr. Van Buren is notits au- 
thor. His credit consists in recommending its re- 
vival by law, not in its invention. That system 
has its root in the Constitution. The framers of 
the Constitution are the authors of it, and when 
gentlemen are denouncing it asa corrupt measure, 
and its author as an ambitious aspirant afer power, 
they are treading upon sacted ground; it is the me- 
mories of the Revolutionary patriots that they are 
denouncing and slandering. 

The patriots of the Revolution were the framers 
of the Constitution; and the Constitution expressly 
provides that no money shall be drawn from the 
Treasury except by appropriations made by law. 
What did the framers mean when they said that 
no money should be drawn from the Treasury? 
Did they not mean that there shouid be a Treasury, 
and that the public money should be kept in the 
Treasury; and that it should be drawn ont only as 
authorized by law. What did the framers of the 
Constitution mean when they provided that nc- 
thing should constitute a Jawful tender in the pay- 
ment of a debt but gold or siiver? Did they not 
intend that gold and silver should constitute cur 
national currency; and ikat the money which 
should be placed in ti e National ‘freasury should 
be gold and silver? Now, sir, what is the Indepen- 
dent Treasury measure, and what i's obj-ct? It is 
that the public money shall be collected in gold 
and silver and kept in the National Treasury, and 
paid out for public purposes as appropriations by 

law may direct. That is the lengih and breath, 
the depth and height of the Independent Trea- 
sury. The patriots of the Revelution, and the 
framers of the Constitution, were {or many of 
them) the members of Congress in 1789, That 
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Congress passed a law making it the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to collect 
the public revenue in gold or silver, and making it 
his duty to keep safe the public revenue. They 
also prescribed the manner and mode by which it 
should be kept safe until it should be paid out as 
appropriations by law should direct. So we find 
the Independent Treasury founded in the Constitu- 
tion, and practically established by the Congress of 
1789, long before Mr. Van Buren had an official 
existence. When the Bank of the United States 
was established, in 1792, by a Federal Congress, on 
the recommendation of Alexander Hamilton, and 
against the wish and efforts of the entire Demc- 
cracy in and out of Congress, the poblic depc- 
sites were made in that Bank. That was the first 
innovation upon the Independent Treasury princi- 
ple. That was the operation by which a union of 
Bank and State was effecied—and a most unhappy 
and unfortunate one it was. As Mr. Jefferson 
says, that union continued until the Bank expired by 
the limitation of its charter, which was in 1811. 
Between that time and 1816, I believe, the State 
banks were used in some instances as depositories 
of the public revenue. And an unfortunate con- 
nection that was, too; for, according to a report of 
the Committee of Ways and Means of the House, 
in 1830, the Government lost about thirty-four mil- 
lions between the years of 1814 and 1817. But in 
1816 the late United States Bank was incorporated 
By a resolution of Congress, it was made the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to deposite the 
revenue of the Government in that Bank and its 
branches, and to receive its notes and the notes of 
its branches in liquidation of the Government re- 
venue; thus giving it the use of ail the undrawn 
balances of the people’s money, and a credit to its 
notes far and wide as the Union, and far and wide 
as the credit of the American Government. I be- 
lieve the average amount, at all times on hand, of 
undrawn balances, from 1816 until 1834, the time 
when the Geposites were removed, was near eight 
millions of dollars. AJL this the Bank had the use 
of for the pitiful bonus of $1,500,000, for the whole 
time—a sum insufficient as a bonus for the use of 
the Government credit and revenue for one year. 
And yet, notwithstanding all these, that Bank came 
near breaking in less than two years after its esta- 
blishment. Nothing but the timely interference of 
the Government saved it from bankruptey and-ruin. 
It brought more pecuniary ruin and distress on this 
country and this peop'e than all the calamities 
which have afflicted us either by our own folly cr 
the visitations of Providence, not even the cholera 
excepted. Isp ak of the pecuniary and commer- 
cial calamities of 1818, ‘19, 20, and ‘21, 

But to progress with the Independent Treasury 
system. In 1834, General Jackson recommended 
the public deposites to be removed from the Bank 
of the United States, and branches, and made 
in the local banks. That was done, not be- 
cause the local banks were favorite institutions 
with Gen. Jackson or hi» supporters but because 
the American people had put their veto on the 
United States Bank. They bad said, through the 
ballot boxes, that it should not be rechartered; but 
because the commercial and trading community 
weie in the use of the public deposites, and it 
would have procuced embarrassment to suddenly 
have withdrawn them, Congress, in 1836, passed 
the deposite act, confirmirs and approving the or- 
der which the President had taken on the deposites. 
By that act, the Secretary of the Treasury was re- 
quired to make deposite of the public revenue in the 
specie paying banks, and to reesive the notes of 
such banks in discharge of the public revenue. 
Thereby the local banks, which were selected as 
depositories, enjoyed the same advantages which 
the United States Bank and branches had; ard all 
the banks were benefited that had the name of pay- 
ing specie for their noies; for the fact thet their 
notes were received in payment of the revenue, 
gave them a credit and a cireulaticn coextensive 
and wide asthe Unien. What was the result of 
the deposite connection with the Jocal banks? Pre- 
cisely what it had been with the Bank of the 
United States and its branches—overbanking, over- 
trading, stoekjobbing, and universal panic, dis- 
tress, ruin, and a prostration of commerce 
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and credit. Now be it remembered that Mr. Van 
Buren was installed into office on the 4thof March, 
1837, and on the 10.h of May, in that year, the 
banks suspended payment; just one month and six 
days after he came into office. Before Mr. Van 
Boren performed the first official act of a financial 
or general character, all the calamity which we 
have heard so frequently and so pathetically recited, 
was brought upon the country by the action of the 
banks, without the agency of Mr. Van Buren or 
his administration, or the time or the power to 
control the banks. How do these facts measure 
with the broad charge of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, viz: that “this Administration, from the 
first day of its existence to this time, declared, and 
has kept up, a war of extermination against th 
credit and commerce of the country.” When this 
Administration came into power, we owed a com- 
mercial debt of upwards of sixty millions of dol- 
lars. Commerce was suspended, and credit was 
destroyed. The banks had suspended, and tha 
Treasury was without an available dollar. And what 
bas been the result? Why, under this Administra: 
tion, our commercial debt has been paid—com- 
merce has revived—credit is fast restoring—and 
the banks have resumed payment. The gentleman is 
welcome to all the eredit he may gain with the can- 
did, honest and intelligent part of the community 
by snch charges. 

What was the condition of the country and the 
Government when the banks suspended specie 
payments? A credite system had been introduced 
by the bank and deposite system, by which almost 
all who traded, and all who bought and sold, 
traded, bought, and sold on credit. The Govern- 
ment revenue was in the banks. I ask, then, what 
was the condition of the country and the Govern- 
ment? The people were all indebted to each 
other, and hardly a constitutional dollar to pay a 
debt with. The debtor was at the mercy of his 
creditor, to be dealt with as his avarice might die- 
tate. The people’s pockets were filled with the 
ragged promises of the banks, and the gold and 
silver of the country locked up in their vaults. 
But what was the condition of your Government? 
When the banks suspended, I say the Govern- 
ment revenue was in their possession, Your Ge- 
vernment was without a dollar. Your Federal 
judiciary was spread over the Union dispensing 
justice with not a dollar to pay them with. Your 
army was spread along your frontier defending 
your country, and nota dollar to sustain it with, 
Your foreign ministry were representing you in 
every civ lized court known, and net a dollar to 
pay them with, Your navy was displaying 
her canvass upon every sea, every bay, 
and every ocean where you had commerce 
to defend, and not a dollar to support her with. 
Nota dollar with which to pay your Exccutive offi- 
cers in the various Departments here or elsewhere, 
commerce at the time suspended, and the channels 
of revenue stoppe!. What was to be done? What 
was left for the Executive to do? Why, just what 
he did do. He called Congress together, to devise 
ways and means by which the Government should 
continue to perform its functions, or, to use a com- 
mon phrase, “to furnish Treasury oil for the 
wheels of Government” That meeting of Con- 
gress was the extra session. I ask the candid and 
the honest man how it could have been avoided? 
And yet the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. BELL] 
boldly asserts here, and to the country, “that the 
extra session was called to carry out the Indepen- 
cent Treasury scheme.” Such an assertion will be 
rewarded with the contempt and derision of every 
honest man, when the history of this Administra- 
tion shall be fairly presented to the country. 

The Independent Treasury system was revived 
by the act of bank suspension, and brought into full 
force, as authorized by the act of 1789, and as pro- 
vided for by the Constitution. ‘The deposite act of 
1836, under which the Secretary of the Treasury 
acted, in making the local banks fiscal agents of 
the Government, required the Secretary to deposite 
the public revenue in specie-paying banks; but 
when ihe banks suspended specie payments, 
there were no “specie-paying banks” in which 
he could make deposites. He was therefore 
driven to the duty of keeping safe the public 
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moneys as the acc of 1789 provided (if there was any 
to keep safe.) The deposite act of 1836 also re- 
quired the Secretary to collect the revenue in the 
notes of specie paying banks; but when the banks 
suspended specie payments there were no ‘‘specie 
paying banks;” the Secretary was therefore compel- 
led to collect the revenue in gold and silver as the 
act of 1789 required. So we see the whole policy, 
and all the principles of the Independent Treasury 
were revived by the act of the banks, which is to 
collect the Government revenue in the currency 
provided for by the Constitution, and to keep safe 
the public moneys,until appropriations by law shall 
disburse them. 

But what truth is there in the assertion made 
here by every Federalist that speaks: “That it is 
the withering effect of the Independent Treasury 
that has prostrated the credit, the energies, and the 
commeres of the country?” Let the disasters of 
May, 1837, answer. When the banks were in pos- 
session of the public revenue, and were in its daily 
use, and when possessed of the credit, the vast and 
unlimited credit of the Federal Government, they 
could not maintain themselves—they suspended, 
and thereby brought upon the country all the disas- 
ters and calamities of which gentlemen sing so 
piteously. So far from the Independent Treasury 
paralyzing the energies of the country, under that 
system, I repeat, that the country has been relieved 
from the embarrassments which never would have 
existed had the Independent Treasury been in force. 


But it is row time for me to illustrate the opera- 
tions by which the union of the Government with 
the banks produced the pecuniary and commer- 
cial embarrassments that have periodically afflicted 
the people of this country. One of the condiliors 
of that union has been the use of the public money 
to bank upon, and the credit of the Federal Go- 
vernment to the amount of the revenue given to 
the paper promises of the banks. The banks dis- 
counted upon the public deposiles, as did they on 
general deposites made by individuals, as well as 
on the capital paid in. That made paper “money 
plenty!” and its recepticn in the [collection of the re- 
venue gave any quantity of it which was issued cre- 
dit, without doubt,or limit, and individual credit ran 
pari passu with the quantity of paper currency. 
Bank paper and credit were more abundant than 
the commerce and products of the country re- 
quired. 

The facility with which credit and bank paper 
was obtained, encouraged a wild rage for specula- 
tion among individuals, as well as a wild rage for 
internal improvements by the States. Speculating 
intrade, and gambling in State and bank stocks 
were the orders of. the day. A general system of 
plunder and spoils, extravagance and dissipation, 
supplanted industry, economy, and sobriety. It 
was all a system of plunder, and ,every man, not 
governed by better motives, put in fora share of 
it, and dashed headlong like the reckless adventu- 
rer, regardless of consequences or “‘the day of set- 
tlement.” 

Such was the almost universal rush into trade 
and speculation, stockjobbing, and banking, that in 
the language of Thomas Jefferson, the tailor was 
disarmed “of his needle and thimble;” the anvil 
was deserted, the plane and the hammer dropped 
from the carpenter’s hand, the shuttle ceased to 
fly, and the “plough was left to rust in the half 
finished furrow.” 

The redundancy of paper money raised the price 
of produce so far above its intrinsic value, that it 
would not bear exportation to foreign markets, 
where produce bore a price correspondnt with a 
sound and uniform currency. It would not sell in 
a ioreign market for what-it cost the trader here. 
Again, the quantity of produce of the country was 
diminished, in consequence of the hundreds of 
thousands of producers who were withdrawn 
from the productive pursuits of life to be- 
come speculators; and the price of produce was 
raised still higher above its value by competition 
between the individuals composing the swarms of 
speculators, so that your produce was diminished in 
quantity, until you had but little to export, and 
what you had, I say would not bear exportation. 
What was the consequence? Why, exportations 
in a measure ceased. Importations went on. The 
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Atlantic was whitened with the sails of importing © 


vessels, but exporting vesseis were few and far be~ 
tween. What was the effect of all this? It was 
to turn the balance of trade against us. What 
farther? lt was to bring upon us a commercial debt 
of I believe over sixty millions of dollars; and the 
time arrived in the course of trade, when that debt 
must be paid; and how was it to be paid? You had 
no produce or articles of commerce with which to 
pay if;or if you had, they bore so high a price that 
they would not bear exportation; but the debt must 
be paid. Again, what had you to pay it with. Your 
ragged bank promises would not payit. As I have 
said at other times and places, yon could not get a 
dinner or a drink of grogin a hot day with a com- 
mon basket of such rags in a foreign country. 
How then was the debt to be paid? It wasto be 
paid in that which all nations regard as the only 
legitimate and natural currency ever known since 
Joseph was sold to the Ishmaelites for,twenty pieces 
of silver. That was the currency, or what is its 
equivalent, and what the modern Whigs deriding 
and sneeringly call the “Tom Benton humbug;” I 
mean the yellow boys. The gold and silver was 
all that you vould pay that debt with. So the 
foreign manufacturer, capitalist, and merchant, 
called upon the importing merchant for gold and 
silver; the importing merchant called upon the 
wholesale seaport merchant to whom he had sold 
on credit, (for all this was the result of the glorious 
credit system,) for gold and silver; and the whole- 
sale seaport merchant called upon the country re- 
tail merchant for gold and silver; and the country 
retail merchant called upon his customers, the 
people, for gold and silver; and the people gathered 
together their lazaroni rag bank promises and 
called upon the banks for gold and silver; and the 
banks, unable to stand the shock, shut down 
their trap-doors, and that was the suspension 
of specie payments. This, sir, describes the circle 
of the bank and credit operations which brought 
all the distress we have experienced in 1837 and 
since. It results from the same operations which 
produced the distress and ruin of 1818, 1819, and 
1820. It is a principle in politics and government, 
as well as in logic, philosophy, and ethics, that like 
causes produce like effects; and whenever the In- 
dependent Treasury is repealed and the Govern- 
ment and banks united, the deposites put into the 
banks to bark upon, and their notes received in 
liquidation of the Government revenue, I care 
not whether the union be with the local banks ora 
National Bank and branches, the result will be the 
same as it has been; for, in Jess than two years 
from the commencement of such a union and such 
a use of the public money, we will have another 
bank bubble explosion, and al! the pecuniary afilic- 
tions and commercial disasters which we have here- 
tofore experienced. The Federal party promised 
relief to the people, if they would change the Ad- 
ministration. If that relief is to be attempted by 
repealing the Independent Treasury, and making 
banks the fiscal agents of the Government, and 
thereby make paper currency plenty by banking 
upon the revenue, I would like to have itin my 
power to admonish every Democrat in this Union, 
in peals louder than thunder, to be on the look out 
for the day of evil. I would admonish him to 
avoid the snare andthe mire which will entargle 
and swamp thousands in irretrievable disaster and 
ruin. 

I would advise him, too, if heshall be compelled 
to take for his labor and his honest products the rag 
promises of the banks, not to let the sacred day of 
rest pass over without converting them into cash, if 
the speed of arace horse will carry him to the 
counter on Saturday evening, where promise of re- 
demption is to be found. A Democratic Adminis- 
tration has been overthrown by foreign and domes- 
tie banking and stock-jobbing influences, but if 
every Democrat is true to himself and his princi- 
ples, every bank in the United Sintes can be wound 
up in six months, and the Federal Administration 
overthrown, for it has no foundation but fraud, 
falsehood, and retien borough corporations to stand 
upon. Such an Administration, composed of such 
factions, bound tegether by no ties but hostility to 
Democratic principles, and at this moment wrang- 
ling with each other, and threatening a blow up, 


before they have come together, cannot stand; it 
will crumble, and mingle with the rottenness upon 
which it stands. Firmness to your principles, and‘ 
union of your party, Democrats, is all that is want- 
ing to restore the Governament, your party, and our 
free institutions. Fear not—be firm. 7 Tn 

I repeat, that this Administration has been over- 
thrown on no principle. The Federal party came 
into power upon no principle or pledge of measures. 
They came into power singing : 

“Tippecanoe and Tyler too.” 
And now, sir, as I before said, they are flocking 
from the head waters of “Salt river,” as poor and 
cadaverous as if they had lived on locusts and coon 
skins during the forty years of their political ba- 
nishment. The motley groups of spoils hunters 
who are now besetting this city remind one of the re- 
turn of the Persian troops from the Scythian expe- 
dition, whom hollow hunger and pelting storms 
had deprived of the countenance and walk of men. 
Why, sir, when the gathering shall be complete, 
there will be two thousand for every office there 
will be to fill, after every Democrat is reformed. 
Every applicant will demand spoils. Every man 
will have made himself poor and bankrupt by his 
expenditures in overthrowing this “wicked and pro: 
fligate Administration!’ Every man, too, will 
have a wife and nine small, hungry, ragged chil- 
dren, and one atthe breast. Sir, feeling myself un- 
able to give a suitable and proper description of this 
lazaroni gatbering in prose, I called upon my poet, 
as usual in such eases, and he has furnished me 
with: 
THE GATHERING, MARCH 4th, 1841. 
With crooked shin and jutting heel, 
Comes cringing Abolition, 
With blue light Federalist, born to peal 
The glories of sedition. - 
The paper king, and all his spawn, 
Tire soap-locks and the dandies, 
The pipe men and the men of Rhawn, 
Stockjobbers and the grandees, 
And tariif men, who strive to get 
A duty for protection, 
To pay their pockets back the debt 
Occasioned by election. 
A noble band, that hand in hand, 
Have piped in many places; | 
Around the dreadful hero! stand, 
But scare him with their faces. 
And while they chant his simple lay, 
They hold their ready dishes, 
For seven principles have they; 
Five loaves and two small fishes ! g 

My poet has done justice, in his deseription of 
ihe hungry pilgrims of “Salt river.” I have said 
the Federalists came into power singing, 

“What has caused this great commotion, 
Motion, motion, 
Our country through? 
Iv isthe hall a rolling on 
For Tippecanoe and Tyler too.” 

They will go cut of power on the 4th of March, 
1845, singing a different tune, to a different song. 
My poet, who you see is admirable at description, 
says tkey will take up their line of march for the 
head waters of “Sali river,” to the tune of “Row, 
brothers, row,” and the song of, 


With broken hearts our Federal bands 

In shallops move to barren sands, 

Soonas the Western star growsdim 

We'llsing at St, James our parting hymn, 
Row, brothers, row, the stream runs fast, 
Salt river is near and our glory ’s past, 


Steady! our shallop will run aground; 

Hoarsely the ripple is heard around. 

Listen! our fuglemen raise a sohg, 

And the burden is “Josey, oh Jim along.” 
Row, brothers, row, the stream runa fast. 
Clay, Webster and Tipare veto’d at last. 


Money is gone, and our billsare due. 

Credit, dear credit, where are you? 

Loafers and pipers no moic we'll ding 

On bacon boiled in Champagne wine. 
Row, brothers, row, the stream runs fast, 
Corn bread and hard cider are all our repast! 


Swiftly we near the arid shore, 
Puffing and tugging the heavy oar; 
Sadiy we sit on our threadbare cloth, 
Fishing for meatin our coonskin broth. 
Row, brothers, row, the stream runs fast, 
The humbug of log-cabin is all gone past, 
Merry we’ve been in days gone by— 
Pleasure has beamed from our Jordly eye; 
But thankless are they o'er whom we've ruled, 
We've been shipp’d of by those we’ve fool’d. 
Rest, brothers, rest, the distance is past, 
Salt river is gained, and our shallop’s fast, 
Here, where the carrion crow ne’er flies, 
Where want grows poor and famine dies, 
We'll eat our shadows, and blow away, 
Like mists that hang on the mountain gray. 
Die, brothers, die, our day is past, 
Salt river will murmur our dirge at last. 
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Mr. Chairman, the Democracy have been charg- !! 
ed with attempting to destroy the banks, and over- 
throw credit. That charge is without the least foun- 
eee i ak I defy any man to point to the ac- 
tion of. fhe Democracy, which will justify. such a 
f True, the Democracy regret that the bank- 
ingisygtem, on its present plan, was ever intro- 
ducèdi and there is no man, who is not a bank 
knave or a bank vassal, who makes himself ac- 
quainted with the bank statistics of this country, 
and. the stupendous frauds which the banks have 
practised. upon the Government and the people, 
who will not regret that there ever was a Bank es- 
tablished. in the country. But the evil is here; and 
it has interwoven itself with our institutions, com- 
merce; and credit, in such a manner, that the De- 
mocracy are compelled to look upon it for the pre- 
sent as a necessary evil, and to content themselves 
with attempts to reform it. I have been engaged 
for some time examining bank documents and bank 
statistics with laborious attention; and here is the 
result of my labors in a table, on this small piece of 
paper. Here is a table, disclosing, in a compressed 
manner, the frauds, and public and private losses 
by banks, that must astonish all who may read it. 
T have the documents and statisties which prove 
every word of it. I have stated that the Cemmit- 
tee of Ways and Means of the House of Repre- 
sentatives reported, April 13th, 1830, the Govern- 
ment, to have lost by the local banks, betwen 
1814 and 1817, $34,000,000 or $35,000,000. 

That report was made by a committee, a majori- 
ty of which was in favor of the recharter of the 
Bank of the United States, and was intended to il- 
lustrate the necessity of rechartering that institu- 
tion. Itisa Federal expose, and ought to be good 
against that party and the banks, but I believe it is 
an exaggerated estimate, and as it is truth I was 
after in my research, I have not relied on it. 

Now for my table. Here it is. It is short, and 
consists in generals and round numbers not in de- 
tails and fractions. ‘The uumber of bank failures 
in this country since 1789, is about four hundred. 
The losses by and through banks that have failed 
since 1789, on their capital, circulation, deposites, 
and bank balances, are about - $80,000,000 
Losses on depreciation of bank notes 

on banks which have from time to 

time suspended specie payments. 

I find by the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, Doc. No. 10, made to 
the Fouse last session in conformity 
with a call for that purpose, that the 
Government Jost by the banks, be- 
tween 1814 and 1817, in principal . 

Interest from that time to this s 

Losses on depositesfin banks, and ba- 
Jaucss due irom banks which have 
suspended, about . : 
These last losses were effected by the 

reception of depreciated paper from 
banks which suspended specie pay- 
ments, in heu of gold and silver, or its 
equivalent, which had been deposited; 
for itis a part of the system of bank 
suspensions to pay nothing but tank 
notes on deposites, however depre- 
ciated they may be. 

Loss to the Government in expenses 
by the extra session, occasioned by 
the general bank suspension in 1837, 
and other additional expenses and 
losses in settling withthe banks . 


100,000,000 


8,000,000 
8,000,000 


50,000,000 


360,000 
The aggregate amount of which is $246,300 000 
These, sir, are the stupendous losses and frauds 
which this people and this Government have sufter- 
ed by the present banking system—losses acd 
frauds which have bronght periodical ruin upon 
this country, embarrassment upon the Government, 
and sunk hundreds and thousands into poverty and 
the grave. ` Itis this system of banking that the 
Democracy. are exerting themselves to reform, 
But the pecuniary embarrassments and losses to 
the Government and ‘the people are the smaller 
evils which this system is working. The effect 
upon our political institutions aud indiyidua! poli- 
tical rights is a thousand times more to be depre- 
cated and feared. | 


Let us briefly examine the subject—and I have 
but time to glance at it. And first let me remark 
ona truth well known, which is, that all the 
wealth, comfort, and temporal happiness we enjoy 
in this country, is dug in toiland sweat from the 
ground. The earth is the source of our support. 
The farmer and the mechanic are the operators 
to whom the country and the Government must 
look for support m peace and war. There must 


beso much labor dene to furnish the means of. 
“support; and any system of policy which may be 


introduced, that will enable a portion of the com- 
munity to live witnout labor, must throw upon tae 
balance not so favored, a greater proportion of la- 
bor and resposibility. So, too, in the establish- 
ment of institutions, which bestow exclusive pri- 
vileges and exemptions upon a portion of the com- 
munity, must deprive the balance, not so favored, 
ofa part of their privileges, which the principles 
of political equality entitle them to. 

What is it that induces an a:sociation of indi- 
viduals to petition a Legislature for a bank char- 
ter? It is to secure to themselves, in an aggre- 
gate or corporate capacity, a legal right to exer- 
cise powers and privileges which the principles of 
our Government prevent them from exercising in 
their individual capacity. Here then is an object 
and a design in the beginning, odious avd anti-Re- 
publican, and at war with every principle of equal 
rights. What are the privileges and powers which 
have been bestowed on asscciated applicants for 
bank charters? After they have been inccrporated 
by the provisions of their charter. they have heen 
privileged tu subseribe stock. Having subscribed 
stock, it became the legal daty to pay it it. Whena 
requisite amount of stock has been en ycribed and 
paid in, by the present system of banking the asso- 
ciation have the right to issue three times the 
amount of paper promises that there is capital 
paid ip. ‘That is, they have the right to lend three 
dollars in their paper promises for every dollar 
in money they have, and receive six per cent. inte- 
rest on every dollar so issued. We the Demo. 
cracy think it is untair and unjust, that one part of 
the community should receive interest on their pa- 
per promises to pay, while all others not so fa- 
vored, have to pay interest on their debts. We, 
also, think it unfair, unjust, and inequitable, that an 
association of rich and moneyed men shonld be 
permitted by law to receive eighteen per cent. upoa 
every dollar that they own, while the laboring me- 
chanig, and the farmer, in his individual capacity, 
ean receive but six percent. fora dollar that he 
may have to lend, over and abeve what may be 
necessary for his maintenance and that of his 
family; (if he hasa family, and if he has not, he 
ought to have one.) 

Without further illustiation, it is secn that the 
present banking system is caleulated in its very 
nature and privileges to make the rich richer, and 
the poor poorer. Ti at once creates two orders of 
society; a privileged order, and an oppres-ed order, 
and it provides the means to maintain and support 
the former, while the same means sink and oppress 
the later, 

Bat the members of this bank association are ex- 
empt, by their charter, from individual liability for 
the debts of their corporation. The bank may divide 
hundreds of thousands of dollars among its steck- 
holders, and it may fail for the amount so divided, 
and the individual community may held its rag 
promises to the amount of its failure, and yet nota 
dollar can he collected from those who have re- 
ceived the value of its promises. Nothing can be 
collected frema bank, except corporate property 
can be found; and this is one of the dangerous, 
fraudulent, and unjust principles connected with 
the present banking system. The bank stockholder 
may posses himself, by his bank advantages and 
privileges, of a princely estate; he may live in a pz- 
lace, treed a Turkey carpet, drink the richest wine 
from goblets of gold, eat the faites: beef, 10l] through 
your stree!s in a gilded carriage-and-four, with his 
liveried. out-riders, and transmit pecuniary inde- 
pendence to his children, while the bank from 
which he bas drawn his wealth and splendor may 
owe every do'lar to the community which has been 
divided to him and his Incorporated asvociates. Ee 
may look with contempt on all below him in 


wealth, when the frauds that made him affluent 
made them poor This is no supposition 
or faney sketch; it is all truth, and thousands who 
may read me, and thousands who may not, have 
experienced its sad realities. 

But further. Those bank lenders are money 
borrowers. IĮ have stated they have the power to 
manufactare three times as much paper money as 
they have silver money in their vauits, and then 
they have power to borrow it themselves. They 
not only m.nopolize by their charter the preroga- 
live of manufacturing money, but they monopolize 
its loan. This is in violation of the prieciples upoa 
which a bank charter is granted, if I have any 
knowledge of the intention of Legislatures. No 
one will contend that a bank charter. is bestowed 
for the benefit exclusively of those who constitute 
the members of the corporation. Itis the publie 
advantage that is looked to, but that object is de- 
feated by the bank steckholders, directors, presi- 
dents, and cashiers,being the borrowers themselves. 
Now let us briefly present the evils that this abuse 
may and has preduced. Banks have power to ex- 
pand or contract their issues as much and as often 
as they please. Suppose that the pecuniary influ- 
ence of a local bank covers one hundred miles 
square, and that iis capital paid in is two hundred 
thousand dollars. On that capital it has power to 
issne six hundred thousand dollars. Suppose that 
its paper constitutes the principal cireulaling medi- 
um in the supposed area. That the price ofevery ob- 
ject of bargain and sale is regulated by the quantity 
of currency, isa fact wellknown. Rhen this bank 
would have power to raise and lower the price of 
produce of every description, within the influence 
of its circulation. Suppose at an carly period of 
the season for purchasing produce for exportation, 
the directors and stockholders, in place of lending 
money to others to purchase produce with, mono- 
polize all the loans the bank can make themselves, 
and become the traders snd purchasers of produce. 
All this the owners of a bank can do. But sup- 
pose before they enter into such a speculation, the 
bank calls in a great portion of its paper, and cur- Ț 
tails its issues and its loans to all bnt its directors, 
this would have the effect to reduce the price of pro- 
duce in proportion to the curtailment supposed. 
The directors would then, being the monopolizers 
of loans, become the monopol zers of purchases, 
with money of their own manufactory, and at their 
own price. It may be said that traders could pro- 
cure loans from other banks. But perhaps 
not. The traders and their securities may 
not be known to other directors of banks 
at a distance, and before they could make 
themselves known, the monopoly would be 
completed. All this the directors of banks 
ean do, and have done; and, by a combina- 
tion of bank managers fer such a purpose, the 
whole trade of the country may be engulfed and 
monopolized by bauk directurs. They may, or 
they may not, take in, or embrace, the stockholders 
generally. Then the banks monopolize the manu- 
facture of the currency of the country. Their di- 
rectors may monopolize the loans of the money 
they manufacture; and by monopolizing the loans, 
they monopolize the trade cf the country. These 
are evils that do exist, as connected with the present 
banking system. They are evils that strike at the 
root of justice, equality, and every principle of indi- 
vidual rights, anti-Republican and oppressive in 
their character, which must, and will eventually, 
overthrow our boasted liberty, and sink our free 
institutions, 

It is by sech a system of monopoly, as well of 
bank privileges and unequal credit as of political 
privileges and distinctions, which have made two 
hundred and seventy thousand of Eng'and’s sub- 
jects rich noblemen and haughty aristocrats, but 
have reduced and ground down twenty-six millions 
of her subjects to poverty and the dust, and made 
one-sixth part ef the whole population paupers and 
beggars. That system of monopoly is now un- 
dermining our Government, sapping our Republi- 
can institutions, and, I repeat, will eventually sink 
and subvert our boasted liberty. ; 

These are the evils of which the Democracy 
complain; and it is the correction of these evils 
that the Democracy mean by bank reform. If 
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banks must exist, wè desire to have them placed 
ùpon the Same footing with other institutions in the 
country. If money lenders must be incorporated, we 
desire to see hem deprived of the power of moncpo- 
lizing the loans of the money of their own manufac- 
taring, forsurely incorporated money lenders should 
not, or need not, be money borrowers. If the rich 
must be incorporated as money lenders, we desire 
to see them deprived of the power to receive three 
times as much interest on their capital as the poor 
can receive. And last, if banks must be incorpo- 
rated, we desire to see their stockholders held and 
made liable for their debts as other individuals are, 
tha the laborer who is compelled to take their pro- 
mises for his work, may havea right of: action and 
pro cess of law to recover the amount of that pro- 
mise in the currency which the Constitution gua- 
ranties to him. This, I repeat, is what the Demo- 
eracy mean by bank reform. Is there any thing 
wrong in it? Is there any thing in it that any man 
wotild not approbate who looks to his own and the 
best interests of bis country? Is there any thing in 
it that any man but a bank knave or a bank spaniel, 
withouta soul and with less spirit than Baalam’s 
ass, would deprecate? 

Mr. Chairman, I wish the American people 

could have heard the debate on this bill, I wish 
they could have heard the high-toned Federal doc- 
tfines which bavé been boldly advocated. I think 
it would have removed the scales from the eyes of 
all who are not in wilful Federal and party blind- 
ness. Never were the Federal doctrines in the 
Administration of 98 more boldly asserted than 
they have been during the discussion of this meae 
sure. The distribution of the proceeds of the pab- 
lic lands boldly advocated—a high tariff advocated 
with equal boldness—a National Baok—assump- 
ion of the State debts—andan extravagant and 
reckless system of internal improvements by the 
General Government, are now urged ‘as a national 
policy; and itis claimed that this Administration 
has been overthrown by the people in order 
that these Federal measures may be carried out. 
Had such declarations been made before the elec- 
tions, the result would have been different, we all 
know. These measures are all of a character, and 
all lead to one object and one great and fatal politi- 
cal result, which it has been the cardinal object of 
Federalism to secure, viz: subjection and de® 
pendence of the States and consolidated power of 
the Federal Government. I have no time now to 
discuss those measures separately, aud if I bad, I 
do not know that I would do it. The American 
people understand them; they have repeatedly de- 
nounced them through the ballot box, and they will 
again do it when they are called upon. 

What object can the people have in submitting 
to a distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, 
when they know that that distribution must dimi- 
nish the Government revenue, and that diminution 
must besupplied either by direct taxation or an in- 
crease of duties on imports, which they will have 
to pay, and which will be no more nor less than a 
tax, with the additional expenses, both in the distri- 
bution and the collection? What object can the 
people have in a high tariff, when all the additional 
revenue arising from it must come out of their 
pockets, together with the expenses of managing 
such a tariff. What object can the people have in 
permitting or wishing the Federal Government to 
carry on an extravagant system of internal im- 
provements, when every dollar that is expended 
must come out of their pockets? Why not leave it 
with the States, whose legitimate right it is, and 
who do, and can, conduct improvements more than 
fifty percent. cheaper than can the Federal Go- 
vernment, and who know best the character of 
improvements they want? What object can the 
people have in an assumption of the State debis by 
the General Government, when those debts must 
be paid by means drawn from their pockets, and at 
an expense in the management of the trust vastly 
greater than jf the States managed it themselves? 
What object can the people have in the establish- 
ment of a National Bank whish they have seen, 
more than once, shake this Union to its foundation, 
and bring blight and ruin upon them, and embar- 
rassment upon the Government? An institution 
or the establishment of which no object can be an- 
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swered but to engender a system of swindling, a f| reported that he had made. the memark, and justi- : 


spirit of stockjobbing and gambling, and to provide 
the means for thousands to live without labor, en 
the industry of others. I make these inquiries 
merely with reference to the policy and pecuniary 
economy of these measures: I have no timeto dis- 
cuss their unconstitutionality and their subverting 
effects and subjugating tendencies. I can only say 
that the exercise of all, or any of them, except so 
far as the support of the Government for national 
detence is concerned, is a departure from the origi- 
nal object of the Federal Government, and calcu- 
lated to subvert those institations which it was es{ 
tablished to protect. 

Mr. Chairman, if I could make an appeal to the 
American Demccracy which every one could hear, 
or every one could read, that appeal would be to 
stand to their principles, and the measures which 
they have ever supported. I wish I could point 
them to the tottering Condition at this moment of 
the triumphant party. I believe they would see 
and feel, as I do, a confidence in its downfall and 
final overthrow within the term of its political pow- 
er. All the Democracy have to do is to be firm 
and uniled—firm as to principle, and united as to 
men, and their triumph will be certain. If they 
will once more give the volte that they gave last 
fall, Federalism will “be routed, horse, foot, and 
dragoons; for such a combination of factions and 
circumstances never can again be arrayed against 
them. Thousands of those who have been misled, 
will visit with vengeance those who have deceived 
them; and the ten thousand falsehoods, slanders, 
corruplions, briberies, and frauds, by which the 
Federalists have gained power, will be made 
to recoil upon their heads with fearful judg- 
ments. I would, then, say to the Demoera- 
cy, as they value the principles and measures 
which they kave ever considered sacred, and 
which they have so long, so manfully, and so 
successfully maintained against the combined pow- 


-ers, factions, wealth, and influence, of Federalism, 


Stand to your principles, and be united. I would 
say to them, as they fear and dread, with patriotic 
horror, the successful efforts of Federalism and 
the fatal effects of a political combination of a do- 
mestic and foreign moneyed bank aristocracy, or- 
ganized and drilled, and clothed with powers and 
exclusive privileges, which now give them “a 
power behind the throne greater than the throne 
itself.” I say,as they fear and abhor these, I 
would appeal to them to stand to their principles, 
be united, be vigilant, and trinmph will be theirs. 
If the Federal factions should hang to ether, and 
survive the commction in their ranks that now 
sbakes and threatens them with dissolution, the first 
Congressional elections will give them an earth- 
quake shake, and the elections of 1844 will secure 
their overthrow more complete and fatal than the 
Babylonian fall. Once more I say to the Demo- 
cracy, be united and firm, and triumph will be 
yours. 


When Mr. Duncan had finished his remarks, 
he read from the Intelligencer the following, as re- 
ported in that paper: 

“Mr. W. C. Jounson submitted the Chair 
whether it was in order for an individual to charge 
General Harrison with cowardice, who had him- 
self been branded as a coward on this floor?” 

This paper was put in bis hand a moment before 
he commenced speaking. He had deferred saying 
any thing on the subject until he should finish his 
remarks, expecting that some denial would be 
made, or some correction of the report ordered. 
But that not being done, be denounced its author 
(pointing to Mr, Wm. Cosr Jounson,) a base liar, 
a contemptible puppy, a scoundrel, and an infamous 
coward. Now, sir, said Mr. D. I heard no part 
of the matter so reported, as applied to myself; and 
I ask the chairman, who was nearer to Mr. Jonn- 
son whether or not he heard the member so ex- 
press himself. 

Thechairman [Mr. Camprett] responded that 
he heard no such remark. 

Then, said Mr. D. if saidat all it musi have 
been muttered, and not intended to be heard. 

Mr. Jounson rose and said he was correctly 


fied it. He read a part of a speech which parported - 
to have been delivered in support of the resolution 
which had been introduced to expel Mr. D. for - 
the publication of certain letters, posting certain : 
members therein named. Mr. J. made some other 
remarks in justification. ae ë 

Mr. Duncan said that resolution and its sup- 
port was founded in base cowardice. It was 
manufactured as he was informed, and had rea- ` 
son to believe, ina caucus; and the object was to 
relieve the members posted in the said letters from 
disgrace, which they had not the courage to re- 
lieve themselves from. When the resolution was 
introduced, in was intimated “that the publication 
of these lettcrs was postponed until after the pas- 
sageof the law against dueling. Assoon as that 
intimation was utlered, Mr, D. said he pronounced 
the man who imputed such a motive tohim, a base 
scoundreland a liar. The member from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Menirer] intimated the same; he, too, said . 
Mr. D. I pointed out instantly, and pronounced a - 
contemptible scoundrel, and told him that the 
duelling law only operated over ten miles square; 
and in ten or twelve short days we would be out 
of these ten miles square, and any gentleman who 
felt himself aggrieved, might call on him: he 
should be met, and have such redress as he might 
have the courage to ask. Mr. D. disclaimed 
baving charged General Harrison with cowardice, 
in any remark he had made; he had presented no 
fact or statement but what the political history of 
the country and of the last war warranted and sus- 
tained. Those who heard him, and. those who 
might read him, could draw their own conclusions. 
And to conclude, once for all, said Mr. D. I repeat - 
and fix upon the member [Mr. Jounson] the charge 
I made upon him. He is welcome to make the 
best of it. 5 

Tuurspay.— When the House went into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, Mr. DUNCAN rose and 
asked permission to make a remark or two per- 
sonal to himself. Leave being given, he said that 
it was with some astonishment that he had seen a 
report of some remarks of the member from Mary- 
land, [W. C. Jounson] in the Intelligencer, deny- 
ing the charges that hc, Mr. Duncan, had made 
upon Mr. Jonnson on Tuesday last. I will read, 
said Mr. D. the report as it isin the Globe. It is 
as follows: 

“When Mr. Duncaw had finished his remarks’ 
he read from the Intelligencer the following, as re- 
ported in thal paper: ; 

‘Mr, W. C. Jonsson submitted to the Chair 
whether it was in order for an individual to charge 


General Harrison with cowardice, who had 
himself teen branded as a coward on this 
floor?’ 


“This paper was pat io his hand a moment before 
he commenced speaking. He had deferred saying 
any thing on the subject until he should finish 
his remarks, expecting that some denial would 
be made, or some correction of the report ordered. 
But thatnot being done, he denounced its author 
(pointing to Mr. Wa. Cost Jounson,) a base liar, 
a contemptible puppy, a scoundrel, and an infamous 
coward. Now, sir, said Mr. D. [heard no part 
of the matterso reported, as applied to myself, and 
I ask the chairman, who was nearer to Mr. Jonn- 
son, Whether or not he heard the member so express 
himself? 

“The chairman (Mr. CamrBELL] responded that 
he heard no such remark. aoe 

“Phen, said Mr. D. if said at all it must 
have been muttered, and not intended to be 
heard. 

“Mr. Jounson rose and said he was correctly 
reported. He had made the remark, and justi- 
fied it. He read a part of a speech which pur- 
ported to have been delivered in support of the re- 
solution which had been introduced to expel Mr. 
D. for the publication of certain letters, posting 
certain members therein named. Mr. J. made 
some other remarks in justification. 

“Mr. Duncan said that resolution andits sup- 
port was founded in base cowardice. It was 
manufactured, as he was informed, and had rea- 
son to believe, ina caucus; and the object was to 
relieve the members posted in the said letters from- 
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disgrace, which they had. not the courage to relieve 
‘themselves from. : When the resolution was in- 
troduced, it was intimated thatthe publication of 
` these letters was- postponed until after the passage 
of. the law against dueling. Assoon as that in- 
timation. was uttered, Mr. D. said he pronounced 
the man who imputed such a motive to him, a base 
scoundrél anda liar, The member from Ken- 
tucky, {Mr. Menirsx] intimated the same; he, 
too, said Mr. D. I pointed out instantly, and pro- 
nounced a contemptible scoundrel, and told him 
that. the dueling law only operated over ten 
miles square; and in ten or twelve short days we 
would. be out of these ten miles square, and any 
gentleman who feilhimself aggrieved, might call 
on him: he should be met, and have such redress 
ashe might have the courage toask. Mr. D. 
disclaimed having charged General Harrison with 
cowardice, in any remark he had made; he bad 
presented no fact or staiement but what the politi- 
cal history of the country and of the iast war war- 
yanted and sustained. Tose who heard him, and 
those who might read him, could draw their own 
conclusions. And to conclude, once for all, said 
Mr. D. I repeat and fix upon the member [Mr 
Jounson]. the charge I made upon him. He is 
welcome to make the best of it.” 
. The member from Maryland denies that the 
words in italics were uttered by me. I say they 
were as reported, word for word, and directed in 
the member’s face, notin a cowardly mutter, bat 
‘In peals that filled this hall to its remetest corners. 
And I now endorse the above report, and reiterate 
what I then said, aud pronounce the member now, 
as I did then, and as i can do at any time or place, 
a base liar, a contemptible puppy, a scoundrel, and 
an infamous coward. -I hope Lam now head, and 
I am prepared to prove that I so denounced the 
smember on last Tuesday, as reported; and I have 
now to add that his sneaking and pitiful effort to 
change the issue, and shift the responsibility, by a 
contemptible quibble and a barefaced falsehood, 
sinks him still lowerin my cstimation. This he 
has done by denying the correctness of the report. 

Here is the report of the Intelligencer, which 
would surely do him no injustice, in which the 
Globe is sustained in all that is essential, so far as 
he was denounced. 

“Now (procceded Mr. D.) I never heard this re- 
mark made by the gentleman from Maryland, 
{Mr Jonson.) [twas not addressed to me nor to 
the Chairman of the commitiee in such a way as 
to be heard. And was astonished when it was 
pat into my hands; and if I had had time for reffec- 
tion, I would have contradicted it through some 
other medium. Lf say 1 did not hear the remark; 
and I have no hesifation in declaring that the man 
who uttered it is guilty of a base falsebocd, and is 
himself a liar, And I call upon the Chairman of 
the commitiee to say whether such language was 
used in his hearing. 

“When called upon by Mr. Duncan— 

“Mr, Cameseiy, of South Carolina rose and said: 
I take upon myself to say that I heard no such ex- 
pression when I was in the Chair. I had called the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] to order for 
irrelevancy, and he had acquiesced. { then under- 
stood the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. W. C. 
Jonson] as rising to the same point of order, and 
my reply to him was, that I had already called ihe 
gentleman to order, and that he had acquiesced in 
the decision. But, I repeat, I did not hear the ex- 
pression referred to. 

“Mr. Duncan. I protest against the statement 
that I had ever said any thing against General Har- 
rison except what the history of the country sus- 
tained me in saying. I never intimated that he 
was a coward, nor any thing like it; and no con- 
clusion can be drawn trom any thing I have said 
other than that he was not entiled to that character 

of agreat military chieftain which was claimed for 
him: by his friends.” 

‘What: more is‘ nece:sary to prove the member 
guilty of falsehood in his atiempt io deny that he 
was denounced in the words reported? A single 
remark, and T am done, 

‘The member frem Maryland is the last man who 
should attempt to shuffle from responsibility by 
making the question of character an objection 
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to a demand for satisfaction. I will take some 
other occasion to preseat the member’s characier to 
the country- Itisnot my object to make any new 
issue at this time; I have the member nailed, end I 
intend to keep him so, Tam no duellisi; I know 
but little about the rules and laws of etiquette that 
regulate duelling, if there be any; nor have I any 
desire to know them; but I have just got skill, the 
courage, the power, and the Highland blood, to 
meet the member, whenever and wherever he may 
have the courage to invite me, nnd give bim such 
redress as he may have the chivalry to ask, and I 
will make the member gentleman enough for that 
purpose. Let me remark, too, that the daelling law 
has as few trrors for me as it has for the member. 
He has nothing to fear through me from the duel- 
ling law. Iam done. I will trouble the House or 
the committee no more with this subject. If I ap- 
pear again in this matter, it will be alone in the 
columns of the newspapers, unles: ihe member 
should rally his courage, if he has any, and invite 
me to some other place. : 


REMARKS OF MR. BROWN, 
OF MISSISSIPPI ` 
In the House cf Representatives, Monday, February 
22,1841---In Ccatinittee of the Whole on the 
General Appropriation bill, on the amendment of 
Mr. Taomeson of Mississippi iw relation to the 
fees of marshals, clerks, &e. ` 
Mr, A. G. BROWN said the proposition of bis 
colleague was the only one for which he could vote. 


That amendment proposed to reduce the fees of of- | 


ficers in the district and cirguit courts of the United 
States to a standard with the {ces of oflicers per- 
forming like services in the courts of tae several 
States; and it, further provided that the fee bill in 
the Federal courts should in all after time conform 
to the fee bills of the Siate courts. This was right. 
The fee bills of the State courts were under the 
control of the Legislatures of the respective Stat:s; 
and there was not, in his judgment, the slightest 
danger but that the people would always exercise 
suflicient control over their immediate representa- 
tives to force such a regulation of the fees of law 
officers as should be acceptable to themselves. He 
beheved there was no community in the Govern- 
ment who would object to pay marshals and 
clerks of the United States courts the same 
fees that were paid to clerks and sheriffs of 


State courts; and he was quite certain that 
no people would be willing to pay mere. Pass 


then the amendment of his cojleague, and you 
would do all that you ought to do—all that the prc- 
ple command you to do on this subject. You 
leave the fee billin the Federal courts to bejkregu- 
lated by local legislation. 
fitucas in this. Services in some Siates were worth 
more than like services in other States. The Le- 
gislature of New York was the best judge of what 
the issuance of a subpena, or the service of a capias 
was worth in that State; and the Legislature of his 
own State (Mississippi) was most competent to ad- 
just all such matters in that State. If Congress 
undertook to passa general fee bill, it must ne- 
cessarily do injustice to some of the States, since 
that bill, which conforms to the interest of the 
South, may be much too heavy for the North, where 
labor is generally much lower; and every one knew 
it was worth more to discharge the ,duties of mar- 
shal or sheriff, ina sparsely populated country, 
thanin one densely settled. Atall events, there 
could be no harm in leaving this matter entirely in 
the hands of the respective State Legislatures. 
The proposition of bis colleague {Mr. Toompson] 
proposed to place it there, and to permit it to re~ 
main through all after time. 

The bill, as reported from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, he deemed a political enormity. 
What does that bill propose? Why, sir, not to re- 
duce the fees, butto eolicct from the unfortunate 
deb.or the enormous sums which you have always 
forced from him wiih such miserable twaddle as 
that clerks and marshals are not permitted to retain 

. the money, but compelled to pay it over to the 
United Siaies Treasury—as théugh it wasa mat- 
ter of any sort of consequence to the plundered 


man whither the money which you had thus fureed 


Tunere was a peculiar | 


from him went into the pockets of an officer or the 
vaults of a bankrupt Treasury. For one, if this 
system of legalized plunder was to be kept up, he 
desired, so far as his own State was concerned, that 
the clerks and marshals might have the benefit of it. 
In that event, meritorious citizens in Mississippi 
would derive some benefit from your cruelty to the 
unfortunate; and the aggregate wealth of the State 
would not be diminished. Bat pay it into the 
Treasury of the United States, and what goes with 
itt It is lost tous and ours forever. Jt goes to 
build up light-houses, harbors, and to make other 
improvements in your Eastern States; and the 
gross ameunt of the wealth of Mississippi is dimi- 
nished to the full amount of the mosey thus un- 
righteously abstracted from the pcekets of his in- 
debied constituents, and siratned through the hands 
of Federal officers into the vaults of the nation. 
His constituents had asked to be released from this 
ONEROUS taxation, and you propose to quiet their 
supplications by taking their raoney to build light- 
houses and other things for the benefit of other 
States. Sir, this is not the relief asked for, and 
it is an insult to the people thus to respond 
to their petitions. If you take the money 
from the poor litigant, let the marshal and clerk 
keep i. The pecp'e of Mississippi had already 
been forced to pay five times their just quota for 
the support of Government under the tariff laws 
aud land laws of the United Siates; and now you 
propose to levy a tax of of seventy-five or eighty 
thousand dollars per annum, and call it relief. Be- 
lieve me, Mr. Chairman, my unfortunate constita- 
ents have had a surfeit of just such relief, 

Bat, Mr. Chairman, f have another and insupe- 
rable objection to the billas reported by the com- 
mitee, or as proposed to be amended by the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson,] and that ob- 
jection is one founded on what I deem to be a just 
and proper construction of the Constitution. If I 
have read that instivment aright, it secures equality 
iu taxation to all the people of this Confederacy; 
and what do you propose to do by this bill. Why, 
sir, to. collect cff of about 2,000 defendant suitors 
and citizens of Mississippi, eighty-five thousand 
dollars in the way of tax on law suits. Of this 
sum, you propose to give to the marshal ten thou- 
sand dollars as the maximum of his compensation, 
aud to pay the remainder into the United States 
Tieasury. Is that equality of taxation which ex- 
acts from two thousand citizens of Mississippi, 
who are so unfortunate as to become suitors in 
your Federal court, a tax of seventy-five thousand 
dollars, whilst you exempt from similar taxation 
the remaining thirty-five thousand who are not 
suitors in that couri? Is that equality of taxation 
which exacts seventy-five thousand dollars from 
two thousand citizens of Mississippi, and not one 
cent irom the five hundred thousand who live in 
Onis? Is that equality of taxation which exacts 
of me fi‘ty dollars, bccause I am so unfortunate as 
to be sued, and yet exempis entirely my neighbor 
or my brother, who is not sued? Is that equality 
of taxation which exac's of the unfortunate debtor 
thousands and tens of thousands, and not one cent 
from the unembarrassed and unindebted part of the 
community? And does any man seriously pretend 
that this will not be the result if this law is passed? 
Is it not in fact avowed, in all parts of the House, 
that this will be the resuli? And bave not defences 
been attempted to be set up for this political mon- 
strosity? 

Sir, you have no authority to raise revenue in 
this way; and if you had, it would be a monstrous 
abuse of power fo exercise your authority. I would 
not have one dollar of revenue collected in this 
way;-——such iil-gotten gain—gotten in violation of 
the Constitution—wrueg from the unfortunate 
debtor—coined, as it were, from the flech of a tore 
tared citizen, I should expect to turn to slimy 
reptiles and to hissing adders, that would besmear 
ine vaulis of your Treasury with their filth, and 
sting, as with a deadly poison, each. hand that 
dared remove them. I cannot, I will not, vote for 
any maximum compensa'ion—te do so is to fix a 
contingency on the suffering, of which this ill-gotten 
treasure enures tothe nation. You have no authe- 
rity to fix any such contingency. You have no 
authority to take one dollar of money collected in 
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this way, though there were millions wrang from 
the unhappy citizen, f will vote for the proposi-. 
tion of my colleague, and I shall do so with great 
pleasure; but whea this is done, I shall have done 
all.thatI can or will do. I shail not be accused of 
voting against a maximum through party. motives, 
for before this law goes jate effect—if it passes at 
all—there will probably not be a political friend of 
mine in any office in the Republic within the gift of 
the Executive, that is worth asking for. T cliim to 
give the vote which I shall give, against the origi- 
nal proposition, and again-t the amendment of my 
friend from. Tennessee, [Mr. Jousson,] ia obe- 
dience to my sense of justice to my constituents, 
and my duty to the Constitution, and to these 
alone. 


SPEECH OF MR. BLACK, 
OF GEORGIA." 
In the House of Representatives, February 2, 1841— 
On the Treasury note bill. 


Mr. Barnarp’s montion to strike out thd, enact- 
ing clause being under consideration, X 
Mr. BLACK said: He deemed it incumbent on 


him, at this late petiod of the discussivn, to delain J 


the committee for as short a time as the importa 4i 
of the subjects introduced into the debate wou 
permit. If the honorable gentlemen who preceded 
him had confined themselves to the merits of the 
bill on the table, he would, in all probability, have 
given asilent vote: but the mere question whether 
we shall authorize the issue of five millions of Trea- 
suty notes to enable the Government tò anticipate 
a portion of its revenues, had beea wholly lost sight 
of, It seemed to be conceded on all hands that 
the bill must pass; he doubted whether. the gentle- 
man himself, whose motion was now pending to 
strike out the enacting clause, would vote against 
its final passage; nay, the great difficulty wish the 
reforming: and retrenching Whigs who had mar- 
shalled ‘themselves in apparent opposition to the 
bill, was, that instead of too much, it gave tao lit- 
tle. But the issue of Treasury notes, Whether 
considered with regard to the constitutionality or ex- 
pediency of the measure, had hardly been mentisned 
for the last weck—the tariff, internal improvements 
by the Government—the distribution of the proceeds 
of the public lands among the States—a public debt 
(which they denominate a “loan,”) and a National 
Bank, are the vital and important questions which 
have absorbed us, since the commencement of this 
discussion. Never himseif a great stickler for 
“relevancy of debate,” he was rejoiced that the 
leading friends of General Harrison had seized this 
occasion to show the.r. hands to the people—parti- 
cularly to the Southern people, who had great inte- 
rests.at stake upon the policy and measures of the 
incoming Administration. Fle had never before, 
from the commencement of the struggles between 
the rival parties, heard or witnessed, from the op- 
ponents of Mr. Van Buren, so bold, candid, and 
fearless an avowal cf policy and principle as had 
characterized their speeches on this eceasion. He 
ventured to say, if these confessions of Whig faith 
had been made during the last summer, “old Tip” 
had never been President—at least, if his election 
had depended on the vote of the State of Georgia. 
Sir, said Mr. Brack, my delegated light is fliek- 
ering in its socket; my representative career is about 
to terminate abruptly; and the trappings of office, 
which I have endeavored to wear meekly, will short- 
ly fall from my shoulders. ‘They will be transferred 
to aw abler, but not more honest cr zealous incumbent. 
But while, in obedience to the voice of my consti- 
tuentg, 1 willingly resign to the hands of another the 
high trust, and the representative character wilh 
which they endued me, I am yet “one oF THE 
propis;” of that character, and of the rights which 
poriain to it, no man can deprive me; and in that 
character, as one of the sovereign people of the 
State of Georgia, | claim to be heard on this floor. 
I avail myself then, sir,of my privilege, not only asa 
Representative, but as. a constituent, to advise my, 


fellow-cilizens at home of what is transpiring here, - 


and to warn them that a high discriminating tariff, 
under the the specious garb of a tax on luxuries, is 


to be saddled on them, and perhaps on their po:te- : 


rity. That a public debt, disguised as a loan, is 
eS a 


` provements by the General Government. 


preparing for them—that their hard earnings must 
go ty support a splendid system of internal im- 
: That 
the proceeds of the public lands, instead of being 
made to contribute to the reduction. of duties on 
imports, are to be abstracted from that purpose, 
and divided out among the States in proportion to 
their population, for the avowed purpose of paying 
the debts of those States. That this vaewum, thus pro- 
duced, of between three and five millions annually, 
isto be supplied by increasing the duty on those ar- 
ticles of commerce which depend for their importa- 
tion into the country exclusively upon the agricultural 
productions cf the South. That a National Bank, 
to which they have ever been opposed, as unconstitu- 
tional, as destructive to their own Siale institutions, 
and as hostile to their agricultural and commercial 
prosperity, is to be fastened on the country. These 
are the measures, cir, which have been openly ad- 
vanced in this debate—not hinted at or suggested, 
but boldly proclaimed, as if “by authority,” to be the 
measures which are to characterize General Harri- 
son’s administration. My object, then, is to give 
timely notice to the people of Georgia, to Whigs 


“as weli as to Demoerats, that their day of trial is 


at hand—that all the evil which it was predicted 
would foliow the election of General Harrison is 
about to be realized, and that the forebodings 
which were deneunced in certain quartersas the in- 
terested misrepresentations of political aspirants, 
are now about to assume the unquestionable cha- 
racter of passing events. Sir, said- Mr. B. I ques- 
tion the motives of no map; Iskali not be so un- 
parliamentary as to deny to gentlemen here the 
same rectitude of intention that] claim for myself: 
but, at the same time, my rights and interesis as a 
constituent, and my high daty asa Representative, 
which with me are paramount to all other conside- 
rations, consirain me to speak out plainly and au- 
dibly, without regard to consequences, When J 
do this, I shall have done my daty; and the people 
of Georgia, who T doubt not are equal to aby 
emergency, will most assuredly do theirs. 

Sir, my friend from New York [Mr. VANDER- 
FcEL] delivered yesterday an able speech in vindi- 
cation of the present Administration, I listened to 
it with great pleasure, as a prompt and conclusive 
reply to the blundering attacks which had been 
made on the official estimates; but there was one 
remark of that gentleman which I regretted to bear. 
He told us he had listened tu so much rant and gas- 
conade about Southern wealth and importance, 
be had almost concluded that Pennsylvania and 
New York were nothing more than mere colonies, 
in comparison with some other States of the Union. 
I cannot but regret to hear these comparisons insti- 
tuted as to the relative importance of the North and 
the South.- Bat if gentlemen will ‘talk abcut it, I 
iñsist that justice at least shall be done to the South. 
She does not urge the comparison; but when North- 
em gentlemen ‘are making :these unprofitable 
estimates, Jet me ask themewhat would all their 
boasted commercial importance amount to, without 
the agricaltural productions of the South. If the 
ariic'e of cotion was stricken from their commercial 
vocabulary, what would they expori? Could they 
freight their ships to Europe with apples, polatoes, 
onions, and wooden nutmegs? Let the production 
of cotton be destroyed at the South by actual legis- 
lation, or the prevalence of the Abolition mania, 
and what would the State of Maine do with her 
ships? Instead of employing them, as she now 
does, in exporting the produce of the South, and in 
bringingback the manufactured goods with which our 
raw material is purchased, her merchantmen would 
freeze in her docks, and rot at her wharves; un- 
less, indeed, she embarked them in the commenda- 
ble employment of abducting our slaves from their 
lawful owners, She could, it is true,send a few ‘ong, 
low, black schooners” to Savannah, and down the 
Southern ceast, in command cf such men as Phil- 
brook and Kell-ran, who, under pretence of taking 
lumber to the East, might stow away our negroes 
between the interstices of their timber carge. But 
however this sortof “traffic in human flesh might ap- 
prove itself to the philanthropic sentimenis of the ad- 
yocates of “human tights,” yet I apprehend that ina 
commercial point of view, the profits of the voyage 
would not be quite as iarge as if they had been ho- 


nesily employed in cartying our. cotton, to, Liver- 
pool or Havre. Beha a aie N 

(Here Mr. Atpearr Smita of Maine interposed, 
and said that so far from employing “tong, lows, ° 
black schooners” in the abduction: of. slaves: from 
Georgia to Maine, he }would be very. thankfal-if 
the gentleman from Georgia. would. abduct the 
100 negroes from Maine whohad voted. against, ` 
and beaten him in his own district at the last Con- 
gressional election, a 
_ [Mr. Brack assured his friend if he would de- 
liver these negroes to him at his.plantation, on the 
Savannah river, at any time after the fourth of 
March proximo, he would employ them in a much 
better business than voting: against and . defeating 
so distinguished a Democrat as the gentleman from 
Maine.] mae : 

But, Mr. Chairman, I depreeate this sort of dis- 
cussion, especially with our friends—this unneces- 
sary comparison between the different sections of 
the Union. . All that I have said on the subject has 
been strictly in reply. ` : 

Sir, I take the liberties of this debate ‘to digress“ 
for a moment to a tepic in relation to which much 
has been said, not only in this House, buf in. the 
newspapers of the day. I allude to the supposed 
influence of British gold in controlling the elections 
which have just passed. - What the extent of that 
influence was, if it existed at all, in olher sections 
of the United States, I cannot assert. of. my own- 
knowledge. The charge of corruption has; been 
made, and has been met on this floor by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky [Gov. Pore] only with si- 
lence and alleged contempt. It may be that in the 
dense and crowded cities of the North, the East, 
and even in the West, the “noble art of pipe laying” 
was resorted to, tosecure the ascendency of the mo~- 
dern Whigs. It may be true, as I have seen it 
gravely and circumstantially stated, that in many 
of the Harrison counties of Ohio ihey haveactually 
beaten the census at the Jate elections in that State. 
But whatever may be my opinion as to the. truth 
of these charges, or the manner in which they 
have been met with regard to other and distant : 
parts of the Union, I am ‘free to declare that so. far 
as they relate to. the State. of Georgia—to any of 
my constituents, whether Democrats ‘or Whigs, 
they are wholly and totally false. It is true.the 
party, with which | am acting, was defeated in Oc 
tober and November last, but it was because the 
majority of the people was persuaded to. prefer 
General Harrison to Martin Van Buren—because 
they believed that the administration of the former, 
if eleeted, would be strictly conformable to the 
rights and interests of the South—that we: would 
have no bank—no protective tariff, open.or dis- 
guised—no internal. improvements by the General 
Government—no distribution of the public lands 
for the purpose of assuming the: State debts, or for 
any other purpose—that supposed abuses would be 
reformed, and fast, not least, that we should have a 
retrenchment of the expenditures of the Federal 
Government. Because the people believed that these 
would be the characteristics of a. Whig adminis- 
tration, they thought proper to sustain our oppo- 
nents and abandon us. We told: them then, 
as I tell them now, that they were de- 
luded and deceived by: the false professions 
of party backs, and party leaders. But still.the 
people chese to believe, as they had a right:to: do, 
in the truth of tke professions which were made to 
them. . ‘That belief, honest, I have no, dowbt,,to the 
full extent of it, and not the. appliance -of either’ 
British or American gold, induced them to the sup- 
port of the dominant party. Nay, sir; so-far from 
the great mass of the people of Georgia being 
tainted or touched with the corruption of gold, I do 
not believe that we have éven.a floating. balance 
of population that could be boüght by such vile 
means; and the charge, when made against any 
partyin Georgia, is false, and a slander upon the 
reputation of the State. By the way, said Mr. B. 
whil: Lam talking about bribery, I may be permit- 
ted to allade for amoment to a pictorial represen- 
tation of two of my colleagues and myself, which 
is now:.exposed upon your avenue to the public 
gaze; and openly vended in the Whig print shops 
of this cily- I mean the base libel which exhibits 
meas. bought over by Federal gold to. the'sup- 
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port of Mr. Van Buren. “I now denounce it 
: aS a Ue in its Inception, a lie in its execution, 
a lie in ‘its promulgation. Istop not to denounce 
thé poor artis‘, to whom it may have been a matter 
` of indifference whether he lithographed the truth or 
- ANé; but I mean to ‘reach the author whoever he 
may be, of the base unmitigated traduction, and to 
_ tell him that not only my neighbors, who have 
Known me, and confided in mv integrity from my 
Infancy, but the whole people of Georgia will, as one 
man, proclaim itto bea lie. With many of the 
frailties of humanity ‘lingering about me, those 
with’ whom I am daily ‘associated at home, and 
who-know me best,have never suspec’ed me, nor will 
“they tolerate’ the charge, of venality and corrup- 
tion; and the very surest means of vindicating my cha- 
racter from such anonymous s'ander will be to ex- 
hibitthisspecimen of Whig lithography (which | mean 
to do, if Providence permits me to return) to the 
people among whom I live, that they may see and 
know the means which have been resorted to out 
of Georgia, for the purpose of affecting me at home. 

I shall not attempt, said Mr. Brack, to follow 
the’ three. gentiemen who léd off this debate on the 
‘Whig side of the House through the confused and 
discordant mass of figures with which they sought 
.o impeach the’accuracy of the official estimates. 
The fate which awaited them at theirown hands, 
admonishes me of the impracticabiliyy of making 
estimates in detail, without access to the various 
sources of fiscal and statistical information with 
which the Secretary of the Treasury must necessa- 
rily be most intimately conversant. ‘That function- 

arycis:in daily intercourse not only with the differ- 
ent revenue officers of his Department, but with the 
most’ extensive and intelligent merchants of our 
principal emporiums. It- is his exclusive business 
to arrange, analyze, and digest these facis and this 
information, a thorough knowledge of which is 
so'essentially necessary to an accurate calculation 
of the receipts and expenditures. of this vast Go- 
vernment, The gentleman from New York {Mr. 
Barwarp] acknowledged this much, when he ad- 
initted his information to be necessarily limited and 
imperfect; and yet he draws largely on our “genc- 
rous cênfidence,” for an approval of his counter 
estimates. Why, sir, they can’t agree among them- 
selves. They tell us a permanent deficiency exists 
inthe Treasury. Well, what is it? The genile- 
man‘ from Maine [Mr. Evans] says it is somewhere 
between $7,000,000 and $10,000,000—the gentle- 
man from Tennessee (Mr. Beir] asserts it to ke 
18,000,000~—and the gentleman from New York 

Mr. Barwarn] out figures them all, and runs it up 
to $40,000 000. These are the doctors who are to 
treat the body politic for the next four years! Set- 
tle your differences among yourselves first, gen- 
temen, before you tender us an issue of defi- 
ciency. 

But, sir, I take this broad ground; and I call the 
attention of the Opposition particularly to it. Since 
1837, Mr. Van Buren, with a growing and increas- 
ing country; and a tariff of duties gradually dimi- 
nishing, by ‘the operation of the compromise act, has 
not only paid the debts and preserved the credit of 
the Government, but has actually reduced the pub- 
lic expenditures nearly ten millions of dollars. This 
is a fact, worth to the people of the United States 
just ten millions of dollars more than all the cy- 
phering of these discordant arithmeticians. In 
1838 the expenditures were reduced from those of 
1837—in 1839 they were cut down six millions of 
dolars—in 1840 they were again reduced between 
two and three millions. ‘The President, in his last 
annual message, says: 

“Phe estimates and appropriations for the year 1838 (the first 
over which [had any control) were somewhat diminished. The 
expenditures of 1839 were reduced six millions of dollars. 
Those of 1840, exclusive of disbursements for public debt and 
trust claims, will probably not exceed twenty-two and a halt 
millions; being between two and three millions less than those 
‘of the preceding year, and nine or ten millions less than those of 
1837. Nor has it been found necessary, in order to produce this 
result, to resortte the power conferred by Congress, of post- 
poning certain ‘classes of the public works, except by deferring 
expenditures for a short period upon a limited portion of them; 
and which postponement terminated some time since, at the 
moment the Treasury Department, by further receipts from the 
indebted banks, became fully assured of its ability to meet them 
without prejudice to the public service in other respects. Causes 
arein operation which will, itis believed, justify a still further 
reduction; without injury to any important national interest, 
The extenses of sustaining the troops employed in Florida have 
been gradually aud greatly reduced, through the persevering 
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efforts of the War Department; and a reasonable hope may be 
entertained. that the necessity for military operations in that 
quarter. will soon cease, The removal of the Indians from 
within our settfed borders is nearly completed. The pension 
list, onè of the heaviest charges upon the Treasury, is rapidly 
diminishing by death. The most costly of our public buildings 
are either finished, or nearly so; and we may, ! think, safely 
promise ourselves a continued exemption’ from border diffi- 
culties, : 

“The available baiance in the Treasury on the Ist of January 
next estimated at one milion and a half of dollars. ‘This sum, 
with the expected receipts from all sources during the next 
year, will, it is believed, he sufficient to enable the Government 
to meet every engagement, and leave a suitahle balance in the 
‘Treasury at the end ofthe year, if the remedial measures con- 
nected with the customs and the public lands, heretofore recom- 
mended, shall be adopted, and the new appropriations by Con- 
gress shall not carry the expenditures beyond. the official esti- 
mates,” $ 

Bat, sir, what do we now hear? Instead of se- 
conding. the economical suggestions of ihe Chief 
Magistrate, these retrenchiny gentlemen, who last 
year were for bringing down the expenses ef the 
Federal Government to the point at which Mr. 
Apams had it, ($13,000,000,) are now taunting us 
with a close and niggardly parsimony. Instead of 
responding affirmatively to the recommendaiion of 
Mr. Van Buren that ‘Congress shull not carry the 
expenditures beyond the official estimates,” their cry is 
“give us more.” The gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
Evans] tells us we ought to mske “lberal and abun- 
dant appropriations, and his coadjutor from New York 
to whom Í have just alluded, fills up this broad and 
indefinite outline, by insisting on vast appropria- 
tions for rivers, harbors, roads, and canals—for the 
Northeastern frontier—for building splendid war 
steamers—for outlits and salaries for a new set of 
ministers and charges to foreign courts—for the pay- 
ment of the 4th instalment to the Sta'es—for French 
spoliations, and the thousand claims for money 
which crowd your table. And strange to tel}, not- 
withstanding their disgusting clamor last year 
abaut Mr. Van Buren’s “royal establishment,” 
they are now actually demanding another appro- 
priation to buy more furniture for the log cabia 
candidate. What! are not the tabourettes, the gold 
spoons, the $1,500 French bedstead, good enough 
for old Tip? Is the “old pine table,” cn which Mr. 
Van Buren ea's his dinner, to be replaced by cost- 
ly makogony, or must you have a more splendid 
plateau than the one which now adorns the Presi- 
dent's table, and about the cost and extravagance 
of which you descanied before the el ction, so eco- 
nomically to the people? i am aware, sir, that 
CONSISTENCY, although a jewel, is not the question 
now in order before the committee, or I might go 
on toshow the inconsistency between the present 
demands and the former professions of these admi- 
rable retrenchcrs. 


These, sir, are the answers which are now given, 
by the reform party, to Mr. Van Baren’s recommen- 
dation that “Congress shall not carry the expendi- 
lures beyond. the official estimates;” and given, too, 
in the face of their declarations that the Government 
is largely in debt. Grant, sir, that there isa defi- 
ciency inthe Treasury—is this the way to supply 
or retrieve it? What makes a deficiency? The le- 
gislation of Congress; for without the “authority of 
law” the Executive cannot draw one dollar cut of 
the public coffers. How shall we retrieve this al- 
leged deficit? By “liberal and abundant appropria- 
tions” for a wild, extravagant, and splendid system 
of internal improvements?’ By voting new outfits 
for partisan ministers? By laying out millions on 
millions upon coasts, harbors, fortifications, and 
steam ships, when there is no necessity for it? By 
cffering inducements to the thousand speculators 
who crowd your lobbies to revive their exploded 
claims? By spending another $20,000 to refit the 
White House for the reception of the “old farmer,” 
whose chief merit it was, but a few months ago, to 
live in a log cabin and drink hard cider out of a 
gourd? 

Is this the way to fill up an empty Treasury? 
Strange and unaccountable as it may seem to the 
thousands of honest men who were deluded into 
the support of the Whig party by professions of 
retrenchment and reform; astounding as it may be 
to those who are quietly pursuing their daily labor 
at a distance from the scence which is now passing 
palpably and tangibly before me—yet it is even so. 
Weare in debt, they say; but with the honorable 
exceptions of the gentlemen from Virginia, [Mr. 
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Wise and Mr. Matteory,] and the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Atrorp] who, of the Whig party, 
during this debate, have evea uttered the word 
retrenchment, or offered to cut down the expendi- 
tures to the receipts? It wouid occur to plain, ho- 
nest, unsophisticated men, that this was the only 
pracicoble way, Without raisiog your faxes, of fill- 
ing up this vaunted vacuum in the Treasury. But 
not content with these extracrdinary demands for 
more money, when they say there is no money, they 
go further. [tis now distinctly proposed by Gen. 
Harrison’s friends, with the above exceptions, to 
distribute the proceeds of the public lands among 
the States. : 
Those whose occupations will not permit 
them tocome here and sce and know for them- 
selves, are unwilling to believe tbat the Whig party 
intend to effect this distribution amcng the States; 
much less do they believe that this Government is 
about to assume indirectly the debts of the States 
by this distribution. Why, sir, even intelligent 
men iu Georgia seriously doubt whether this can 
bzso. If the proof of it depended upon my per- 
sonal knowledge of the fact, it may be that I could 
not make out a point-blank case; but so far as the 
proof of party measures depend upon the declara- 
lions of leading men who compvse the paity, there 
can no longer be any doubtin the minds of those 
who are widing to be convinced by the truth. I 
wil venture to say that there is no Senator in the 
other end of the Capitol who has not heard Mr. 
Cray, Mr. Werster,and Mr. CRITTENDEN over and 
often announce this assumption, either directiy, or 
periphrastically. Why, sir, itis the burden of their 
song; they sing it every Cay, not only tọ their old 
tune of distribu‘ion, but to their new variation of 
“our obligations to the States.” Who doubts it in 
this House? Who will rise and, in the name of 
the Whig party, deny that it is one of their mea- 
sures? Did not the honorable gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Wise] who, even his enemiss will ad- 
mit, is first among the foremost ef the Whigs, get 
up here the other day and not only announce it, but 
denounce it as such? Did any one of his friends or 
opponents contradicthim? No, sir, not one, Let 
the people of Georgia know, then, that. this is 
another of the fruits of the tree they planted. Be- 
tween thiee and five millions of the proceeds of the 
public lands are to be annually abstracted from a 
depicted Treasury, to be given to the States, and 
the manner in which these gentlemen propose to 
fill up the vacuum (by an increase of the tariff,) I 
will endeavor presently to expese to my constitu- 
ents, when I come to notice the extraordinary 
speech cf my colleague, [Mr. Nessim] But, 
sir, I am opposed to this distribution because 
it leads to an assumption by this Government of 
State debts, and I am opposed to that beause those 
debts amount to the enormous and alarming sum of 
$200,000,000—nay, even the annual interest on 
this extraordinary debt is $20,000,000. Iam op- 
posed to it because, if it becomes the settled policy 
of this Government, I, as one of the people of 
Georgia, shall be taxed indirectly, by an increase of 
tariff duties on imports, to replace the three, four or 
five millions, or even more, which are thus to be 
abstracted and distributed. For we have now no. 
surplus revenue, and I hope we never shall have. 
Therefore every doliar that is now taken out of our 
already deficient Treasury for extraordinary pur- 
poses, must and will be supplied immediately, for 
the ordinary wants of Government, from that only 
other source of revenue—a tariff on imporis. I 
am opposed to it because this increase of the tariff, 
necessarily consequent upon the distribution of the 
proceeds of the publis lands, must fall most heavi- 
ly on the South—the cotton growing and revenue 
yielding South. I am opposed to it, too, because 
while Georgia owes comparatively nothing, she 
will thus be made to contribute far beyond the pro- 
portiou of her taxable property and population, to 
the payment of an enormous debt, for which she 
never has, and never will, receive a cent of bene- 
fit. Isubjoin the following table of the debts of 
the different States, and although I cannot pretend 
to figure against the gentleman from New York 
(who foots up the present deficit at $40,000,000) yet 
my constituents may ascertain, by calculating for 
themselves,the amountof their liabilities collectively 
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and individually, if this Whig measure is made `a 
law of the land. 
Stock issued, and authorized to be issued by the 


States. . 
Massachusetts . : $4 943,197 92 
New York ` . 13,394,018 19 
Pennsylvania 27,665,003 32 
Maryland 16,407,001 39 
Virginia 6,662 089 17 
South Carolina 5,753,770 12 
Georgia. y 1,500,000 00 
Kentucky . . , 7,369,000 00 
Tennessee y ; 1,789,166 66 
Ohio - > : 10,030,162 71 
Louisiana . 2 . 23,139.000 00 
Indiana. a P 14,717,000 00 
Mississippi x A 7,000,000 00 
Illinois ; š 11,600,000 00 
Alabama g ; 15,700,000 00 
Maine . : . 554.976 00 
Missouri . x z 2,500,000 00 
Arkansas . ` P 3,100,000 00 
Michigan . z % 5,340,000 00 
Florida . Š ` 3,900,000 00 

~ $183,064,385 48 


The above table is abstracted from ‘Yrotter’s 
Finances of the United States, an English book, 
published in London as long ago as December, 
1839. I do not give itas exhibiting an accurate 
amount of the debts of the States at this time, be- 
cause, in some instances, a portion of the stocks 
authorized to be issued by certain of the States, 
has not yet been disposed of; and - besides some 
time has elapsed since the compilation. However, 
it willserve to show which of the States are in- 
debted, and will indicate something like the amount 
of their debts. From the best information I can 
gather,the present aggregate of the whole debt is 
considerably over $200,000,000; and the annual inte- 
rest thereon, as l have already showa, is nearly 
$20,000,000. 

Sir, I confess I was astonished and mortified at 
the speech ef my honorable colleague, [Mr. Nes- 
BIT,] who succeeded the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr.] I do not intend to attack 
the motives of that gentleman, or to express even 
a suspicion of his intentions; but while I willingly 
concede this much to him, and promise to set down 
nothing in malice, I shall spek plainly and can- 
didly of the position he assumed, and of the conse- 


quences likely to result from it. \ The more I see.) 


of that gentleman, sir, the more I am convinced öf 
his firmness and resolution. I will notsay~that he 
ever was a nullifier, eo nomine; but that he professed 
to be a State Rights man,and was willing to take the 
advantages of nullification principles, however he 
may have found it convenient to shun the odium of 
the name, he himself will not deny. His old asso- 
ciates, then, for the sake of their principles, to the 
success of which he is indebted for his present ele- 
vation, ought to have been secure from any detrac- 
tion, either direct or indirect, at his hands. Butin 
his haste to commend himself to his new and un- 
natural allies, he has the boldness to turn upon his 
old coadjutors, and, with a small but bitter vitupe- 
ration, assail them and their principles in an unpro- 
voked attack upon the distinguished Carolinian 
who represents the palmetto State in the other end 
of this Capitol. 

Does not that gentleman know that the majority 
of this world has not yet been able to distinguish 
between measures and men? Does he not know 
that the eminent statesman, against whom he hurled 
the shafts of his new-born indignation, has, by his 
able and fearless vindication of the RIGHTS OF THE 
States, identified himself wita the principles upon 
which those rights depend? Does he not know 
that any assault he may make against that states- 
man, personally, must recoil from the man to the 
political system of which he is justly regarded as 
the head and front? Wherefore the necessity of 
wandering from the question’before the House to 
speak of John ©, Calhoun asa political comet, 
wild and errant in his course, coming from whence 
he knew not, and going whither no man could tell; 
as a politician who ought to have a straight jacket; 


and as a leader whom he could not follow? , Sir, I 


think my colleague ought to be able to tell whence 


Mr. Calhoun came on the State Rights question, and 
whither he went; for the gentleman himself, what- 


| ever he may now think of ıt, was, in that celebrated 
| progress, the travelling companion of the great 
Alihough he may have worn no 


Nullifier. 
badge by which he might be marked. and 
distinguished, yet he had our countersign, and 
was certainly at that time in the State Rights 
camp, Wherever he may nowbe. Notwithstanding 
all this, he affects to be extremely ignoran of Mr. 
Calhoun’s “whereabout.” As a Southefn Siate 
Rights man, I most decidedly object to thig unpro- 
voked attack upon an ‘individual, who, inthe hour 
of our utmost need, defended us and our rights wit 
an ability and constancy equalled only by thepa- 
triotism with which he was ready and willing to 
sacrifice himself for the good of his country. Sir, 
the genileman’s arrows were well dipped, but his 
bow was too weak. He may exercite his archery 
if he will, but his shafts fall, as they ever must, 
far short of the bright and elevated object at which 
he would hurl them. 

Mr. B. said he had just alluded to his colleague’s 
Fortitude; he could not but do so again, for no man 


| as a Representative of the South, could make, 
» such a speech as the gentleman had just delivered 


: the gentleman’s motives. 


| advance. 
| I remember them well, for they sounded ominously 
| on my ear. 
| once, (and I thought he was unusually solicitcus 


revenue.” 


| those who opposed ihat iniquitous system. 
' pose them because when they shall come into foll 


| upon the “tariff question,” without utterly disregard- 
| ing consequences, 


[Mr. Nisser explained. He had no idea that 


; his colleague would intentionally misrepresent him 


he therefore asked him to bear in mind that, 
throughout the whole of his speech, he had protest- 
ed against a tariff for protection, and that he adyo- 
cated duties for revenue only.} 

Sir, said Mr. B. I repeat again, I do not question 
I freely concede to him 
all the benefit of “good intentions.” He has a pet- 
fect right, as an individual, to choose his position— 


| that I shall not question; but when he speaks here 
|! as my representative, I must be permitted to dis- 


sent from the doctrines he has thought proper to 
Nor shall I misrepresent his remarks— 


The gentleman did say, more than 


to impress it oñ his hearers,) that he was opposed 
to a protective tariff, and advocated duties only for 
revenue. That was his text, but did he stick to it? 
We shall seer 

¥n the first place, “he advocated duties only for 
What sort of a revenue? For a reve- 
nue commensurate with the demands of the gentle- 
man from Xew York, (Mr. Barnarn,] who esti- 


| mated the deficit of the Treasury at $40,000,000: 


to which we must add his estimates for the current 
expenses, not only of 1841, but of 18422 If 
my colleague is willing to raise a revenue by 
means of a tariff sufficient to cover these liberal es- 
timates, I apprehend he will find but few of his con- 
stituents who would go with him. This ig an im- 


| portant point on which we are left to grope our 


way through an indefinite generality, and I 
protest against leaving open any door through 
which these “liberal estimates” of avowed ta- 
riff men may be forced upon us hereafter un- 
der the guise of “duties for revenue only.” 

We are told by the gentleman from Georgia that 
he will support and maintain the compromise act 


_of March 2d, 1833—for that “it settles a great con- 


servative principle for the South.” The only 
“conservative principle” in favor of the South which 
that act settles, is to be found in the third section, 
jn these words: “And such duties shall be laid for 
the purpose of raising such revenue as may be ne- 


! cessary to an economical administration of the 


Government.” So far as that principle is concerned, 
Iam willing to support it myself, butto the two 
other principles contained in this section, to wit: 
the eash dulies, and the home valuation, I am op- 
posed upon the ground that their insertion in the 
act was a reservation in favor of the tariff interest 
of the North, which of itself stamped upen the law 


' of 1833 the character of a “compromise” between 


the conflicting claims of the high tariff men and 
I op- 


operation after the 24 June, 1842, they will run up 
the maximum of 20 per cent. duties on imports, 


| as nominally settled by that act to 50 or 60 per. 


cent. ad valorem. I think the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Vanperpoz.] proved ‘that. these. two 
conservative principles which my colleague | 
support and maintain, wouid have precisely: that 
effect, to wit: that His 20 per cent..duty,. when. le- 
vied, as it must-be if this compromise is maintained, 
after the 2d Juhe, 1842, “in ready money,” and 
that too updén “goods, wares, and merchandise,” 
valued. “at the port where the same’ shall be 
entereds” will be increased to a comfortable. tax 
of 56 or 60 per cent. advalorem, withoat hmita- 
tjoh as to time. For although the act provides for a 
eduction of duties “in the contingency, either of 
of excess or. deficiency of revinus,” the expendi- 
tures, if we may judge of the future by the “literal 
estimates” of the present, will always be made to 
keep pace with any “excess” of revenue that may 
accrue. ; ‘ 
Let me illustrate these conservative principles 
which my colleague would maintain, and by the 
use of a few facts and figures show the effect they 
will have_on the consumers of imports, who with us, 
for the most part, are the producers of exports, and 
who, at last, it is conceded, must pay this insidi- 
ous tax. The committee will remember that the 
imports of 1840 were much lower than those of 
any other year. since 1832, when they: amounted 
to only $101,029,266. In 1836, they reached to 
$189,980,035, But take the imports of 1840— 
$104,805,981—a tariff of 50. per cent. on that 
amount would produce a revenue of $52,402,990 ! 
Is my colleague willing to sustain. a “compromise” 
ihat.inall probability will produce such a revenue? 
Let us suppose, however, that thecash duties and. 
home valuation willnot increase this compromise 20 
per cent. to more than 25 per cent.; even that tariff of - 
duties on the unusually small importation of 1840, 
will yield to the Government $26,201,495—this 
added to $4,000,000 from the sales of the public 
lands will give you $30,201,495 per annum. Is 
any Southern man prepared to support a “compre- 
mise” that will throw this amount annually iato the 
Treasury? (to say say nothing of the revenue that 
would accrue from a tax of 50 per cent. instead of 
25 per cent, uponan average importation of one 
hundred and forty millions?) This estimate is 
made upon as reduced a scale’ as any. gentleman 
could require; and even at that rate we should 
have, in a short time, another surplus revenue to 
scramble for, besides the burden it would im- 
pose upon the people. ‘Fhe public expendi- 
tures have, for the last few years, exceeded 
the usual expenses of the Government in 
consequence of the extraordinary character. of. the 
exigencies which demanded them, but from causes 
now in operation, as has already been shown, we 
have a reasonable expectation that they will .con- 
tinue to recede in amount, especially ifthe retrench- 
ment advised by Mr. Van Buren in his last mes- 
sage, and heretofore promised by the Whigs, be ho- 
nestly and efficiently carried out by Congress. The 
expenditures for 1841, for ordinary purposes, are 
estimated at $19,250,000; with economy we may 
hope to find them in a few years down to $15,000,- 
000, and yet, with this prospect in view, my col- 
league will support and maintain a compromise 
which, at the lowest and most reasonable calcula- 
tion, must yieid, in conjunction with the sales of the 
public domain, at least $30,201,475 per annum. - 
Against supporting such a compromise, J, as à re- 
presentative, and as one of the people of Georgia, 
do most solemnly protest. wet rA 
The committee are aware that the. gentleman 
from New York has given notice, that if the enact- 
ing clause of this bill is stricken out, he will move 
the imposition of a tax on silks and wines, and other 
luxuries; this, with the other proposition to tax 
linen fabrics and pins, leaves no doubt on my mind 
of the settled determination, of the great majority 
of the Whig party,in this House, to fix upon the 
next Administration the policy of a high proteetive 
tariff. To the tax on French silks and wines, 
which above all others would be most mischievous 
to the cotton and tobaceo growing States, my col- 
league gives his hearty assent. Letus see if that 
assent comports with his declatation that he was 
opposed to. a tariff for protection, and advocated 
duties only for revenue. ` , Zi 
What isthe fact with regard to the consumption 
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‘nay iito almost universal use; they are no 
ger tobe looked on as luxuries, at least not as 
uries ‘confined to the use’of the rich. Almost 
every. man,. poor or ` rich, -in the region- where 
reside indulges his wife and daughter in the use 
bis ‘elegant ‘and substantial article. To the 
‘then, sirko which silks are used at the South, 
é. cotton “goods of Northern manufactories 
d. The manufacturer sharpened by’ his 
rest, sees and feels this—prompted by his cupi- 
‘dity, and regardless of our mghts and preferences, 
‘he is now striking at the imports ofsilk by attempt- 
jo. 


x them witha duty of 20 per cent. By 
‘your existing Jaws they are free-—-our farmers? 
_ ‘wives and daughters, under this free importation, 


can afford to wear them as well as the wives and 
daughters of the wealthy merchants, or the bankers; 
‘but raise the duty. 20 per cent. almost one-fourth of 
the’ value of ‘tbe’ article, and tack on to it cash 
‘duties, and a home valuation, and you effectually 
dérty tothe poor man what the wealth of his neigh- 
bot may ‘still enable him to enjoy. The manufac- 
turer thus hopes to expel silks from the South and 
to’ fill up the vacuum: with “his-own cotton fabrics. 
Strange: to ‘say, this expulsion of silks has been 
urged asS‘an “unanswered and an unanswerable 
agigument” why the South should acquiesce ina 
tax on wines and silks; that in proportion as silk 
Was expelled, the consumption of cotton would be 
increased. ` This would undoubledly be a hard ar- 
gomenhtin the mouth of a Northern manufacturer; 
ut when used by a Southern man to the South, the 
$ vident and conclusive. ` Although this ex- 
ulsion | of-silk might compel us to consume more 
of the manufactured article, I deny that itwould in- 
crease the consumption of the raw material, in 
which: the produceer is mainly interested, for even 
Aè things now are, the home factories are fully sup- 
plied, and any increased supply of the unwrought 
staple in that quarter would glut the market, and still 
farther reduce i's diminished value. In addition to 
the compulsion upon which this eddional consump- 
tion would be based, it would not only be destruc- 
tive of the advantages resulting from free trade, 
but it would be closing a profiable foreign market, 
from whence our cotton is not returned to us, 
and substituting therefor a less profitable mar- 
ket at. the North from. which we should receive 
payment for the raw material in the same commo- 
ay wrought up, being made to pay, in the mean 
the profits of the manvfacturer. Is not this 
‘A’ “ protection” of Northern manufacturers at the 
expense of our constituents? And yet my colleague 
is willing to lend his aid to a measure which will 
sorely effect it. So we see that profession, at least 
in this case, is one thing, and! practice quite an 
other, 
Mr. Chairman, this tax on wines and silks is a 
blow struck direcily at the South—at the cotton 
and tobecco growing States. By the treaty of Pa- 
ris, concluded in 1831, a system of commercial re- 
ciprocity was established between the French and 
this country-highly béneficial to both parties, and 
injurious to no one. Under that treaty ‘our com- 
merce with France, which before was comparative- 
ly limited, extended itself rapidly, and was main- 
tained principally by the experts of Southern cot- 
ton. For a period of five years past our exports to 
French ports have varied, in round numbers, from 
eighteen millions to twenty millions per annum, of 
which the experts of eotton alone amounted to be- 
tween thirteen and seventeen millions aanually, the 
balance being of tobacco and rice. Now, instead 
of sending back to us, as the English do, the greater 
part of this cotton, in wrought goods, and thus sad- 
dling us as consumers with ‘all the intermediate ex- 
< penses accruivg on the commodity from its produc- 
“Gonto its consumption, the French return to as 
only about one million of cotton manufactures an- 
nually, nearly the whole baiance being paid tous 
lisi 


res; one year with another, an average of 
guile fifteen millions of Southern cotton, to say no- 
thing Of rice and tobacco, for which, as I said be= 
fore, they pay us with their silks and wines. Now, 
puta tax of 20'per cent: on these articles, and cou- 
ple with it, as.you must, if you maintain the com- 


at the South? ‘They bave grown into ge- 


promise act, cash duties and a home ‘valuaticn, and 
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what do you effect? Why, you close up this out- 
let for our cotton by taxing, almost to prohibition, 
the very articles with which aloné the French can 
pay us for our raw material. What further. do you 
effect? ` Why, you throw back annually upon 
the hands of the. planters $15,000,000 worth of 
their cotton. France cannot buy it; England is 
supplied without it, and, moreover, is preparing to 
grow her own cotton; you have stifled the fo- 
reign market by your legislation, and the Northern 
weaver steps in and buys it at five or six cents per 
pound. A propitious state of affairs for the farmer! 
Bat, notwithstanding, my colleague is willing, not 
only to maintain the compromise, but to tax wines 
and silks, at the suggestion of one of the rankest 
tariff men in this House. 


Again, sir, in proportion as you depress the com- 
merce of Fiance, the friend and supporter of our 
colonial struggtes for liberty and a national exist- 
ence, you elevate that of Great Briain. These 
two nations are the only great rivals ior our trade; 
and while I would extend the principles of free 
irade, upon the broad ground of justice and equality, 
to our Saxon forefathers, I would certainly do no- 
thing to swell her commercial importance over the 
just claims of our first friend aud ancient ally. 
England -at this moment is pervading the whole 
earth. She is stretching her grasping and power- 
ful arm over the four quarters of the globe. Eu- 
rope, Asia, Africa, and America are the objects of 
her towering and insatiate ambition. She bas co- 
lenized India; she is pushing her trade with the 
Celestial Empire “by the grace of God and gun- 
powder;” she is dictating terms to belligerant thrones 
and rebellious victroys; she is openly attempting 
to dismember one of the sovere-gn States of this 
Union, and she is silently erecting her standard 
upon our territory at the mouth ef the Oregon. 
Nay, sir, pretending to suppress the slave trade on 
the coast of Africa, sbe has recently boarded and 
searched, under circumstances of insult and aggra- 
vation, an American merchantman, bearing “ihe 
broad stripes and prond stars” of these independent 
and. United States. Her Minister near this Go- 
vernment has recently avouched the act of a British 
subject which resulted in the destruction of the 
lives and property, within our own limits, of the 
citizens of New York. With these. facis staring 
us in the face, wilh this long account unsetiled be- 
tween us. aud this marauding power, is there an 
American statesman-on this floor who is ready to 
lend our legislation, however indirectly, to British 
interests, at the expense not only of our own peo- 
ple, but of the French nation, our old and well 
tried friends? Sir, I address myself to the South; 
England has taken her stand in the ranks of the 
Abolitionists; the proceedings of the World’s Con- 
vention in London, at whch Prince Albert, the 
personal representative of the Queen, presided, are 
proof sufficient for us that she waits but a time 
and an opportunity to invade our rights, and 
rob us of our property. The English are mak- 
ing strenuous efforts to supplant the great sta- 
ple of the South by settling cotton plantations 
jn the East Indiex—if she succeeds she will 
glut her own markets with her own produce, and 
the main source of our wealth and prosperity will 
be forever closed up. She is thus grasping directly 
at our slaves—if she fails in the open attempt, she 
is still endeavoring secretly and jasidiously to de- 
stroy the va'ue of our property by taking away 
from us the foreign market for our staple produc- 
Con. Are the countrymen of La Fayette engaged 
in such a crusade egainst us? Shall wedeal a blow 
at the Southern people, by striking at their com- 
merce with France, when the comparison stands, 
as I have statedit, between that Government and 
England? Let my cons:ituents consult their rights 
and interests, and then answer these ques ions. Task 
no legislation in behalf of France; I only claim that 
our trade with that country be ‘det clone—that my 
constituents may be allowed to send the prsduce of 
their labor where and to whom they please. ‘This 
they. will do, and you had better save your- credit 
and. our rights by (conecding what, in a-certain 
event, we will ake, by the help of “ihe great con- 
servative principle.” 


Mr. Chairman, I may ‘not repeat the identical 
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words of my colleague, but’ the substance of what 
he said about the Tanrrr will long be remembered 
by me. It wasnoticed by every one around me, par- 
ticularly by the Democrats, as a most extraordinary 
speech for a Southern man to make any where, but 
more especially in the presence uf tariff men, 
and Northern manufacturers. I never heard a 
speech more thoroughly imbued, in my opinion, 
with the principles of pro‘'ection and discrimination. 
than the remarks of that gentleman as they were 
delivered to this House. How they will appear on 
paper, I cannot say—I only speak of my impres- 
sion from what I heard. He said substantially, if 
not in hee verba, that formerly the people of Geor- 
gia were rabid on the tariff question—that it had 
qeen a mad-dog cry ameng us. He remembered 
the time when any msn who ventured to speak 
in favor of a tariff would be withered by the indig- 
nation of the people of Georgia; but, said he, that 
day has past, “hanks to the events of the last summer!” 
Now the intelligence of his constituents enabled 
them to think and speak calmly upon that subject.” 
Ab? the events of the jast summer—have they 
wrought this marvellous ‘‘change??? Have the 
events of the last summer cast an oblivion on the 
old antipathies of the people of Georgia? Sir, in 
the name of the people of that State, I deny the 
assertion, and all the deductions that may be drawn 
therefrom. ‘What changes those events may have 
made in the gentleman, I cannot- divine; but this 
much I can say, that, from present appearances, he 
has not only lost his old horror of a tariff, but he has 
ventured to walk boldly up to the monster. He can 
now look it coolly and calmly in the face; nay, he 
even dares to touch andhandle it without any ap- 
parent concern, Ere long, sir, he may have “his 
foot in the stirrup and his hand en the mane,” 
Well, that honorable gentleman certainly has a 
right to mount what hobby he pleases—provided he 
rides in his individual capacity; but in his official 
character Í protest against ihe course he has thought 
proper to pursue. At this critical juncture, when 
every thing is portentous of “change,” when we 
have ah evidence of change before us in the speech 
I have just adverted te, it behooves no man from 
Georgia to be silent. Where are my colleagues? 
They are shortly to be my representatives, and 
I have a right, as it is my interest, to know their 
present position upon all the great questions (parti- 
cularly on the tariff question) which have been agi- 
tated in this debate. I therefore invite them to 
come out—to speak plainly and openly, and quiet 
the hopes and fears of those whose interests are 
confided to their hands. 


Upon the tariff question, the people whom I 1€ 
present “are now where they ever have been, an 
where they ever mean to be.” If luxuries are to be 
taxed Jet it be done indiscriminately, and if an y 
change is to be made in our revenue laws, let all 
the imports of this country be taxed equally—no 
discrimination—no protection. If any imports 
must be admitted duty free, let the sugar, salt, iron, 
molasses, coarse woollens and coarse coitons—the 
ab:olute necessaries of life, be relieved, and let the 
revenue raised be sufficient only for an economical 
administration of the Government. With this sort 
of a tariff, and with no other, (notwithstanding 
the events of the last summer) will the people of 
Georgia be satisfied. It they supported General Har- 
rison, and inadvertently brought certain of his friends 
into power, they assuredly did not do so with the re- 
wotest expectation that a protective discriminating ta 
riff, either open, or disguisedas atax on luxuries, was 
to be fastened on them. And when they find that 
sucha result is likely to follow “the events of the 
lust sammer,” another “change” may come over the 
spirit of my colleague’s dream. 


Mr. Chairman, Ihave no vain regrets for the 
past; but let us look to the future, and watch closely 
the shadows which ever precede coming. events. 
Precaution is the safeguard of our rights and liber- 
ties; in this spirit only, as one of the people, and 
as a representative of the people, I sound the alarm. 
In doing so, Í have done my duty; and come what 
may of it, [shall always be consoled. by the re- 
collection that I have suffered no personal feelings 
to deter me from my post when I had nought to 
face but a victorious and overwhelining enemy, 
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SPEECH OF MR. BLACK, 
ie fon 00 OF GEORGIA. l 
In the House of Representatives, February 9, 1841— 
In Commitce of the Whole (in reply to Mr. 
Gippines of Ohio,) on the Pension bill, and the 


amendment thereto appropriating $100,000 for | 


removal of the Indians from Florida. 

Mr. BLACK addressed the Committee as fel- 
lows: 

Mr. Cuarrman: I had hoped to be permitted to 
devote myself peaceably and quietly to the per- 
formance of my official duties during theShort pe- 
riod of time that remains of my public service. I 
did not expect, when I concluded my speech a few 
days since on the Treasury Note bill,'to be called 


up so soon to defend my constituents against a most 
wanton and outrageous attack. I did not dream 
there was a man on this floor who would dare 
to advance, in the face of an American Congress, 
and in the présence of my colleagues, charges so 
false and calumnious as those which were delibe- 
rately uttered in this. House, yesterday, against the 
psople of Georgia, by th: member from Ohio, 
For three long hours did that member [Mr. 
Ginpines] impose himself upgh your unwilling 
ear:in the delivery of a ‘violent, inflammato- 
ry, Abolition speech, in which he distinctly 
charged the infamous crime of negro stealing upon 
the people whom I represent. Abolition, anti- 
slavery, human rights, the oppressed African, Flo- 
rida blood bounds, and all the miserable cant which 
makes up the sum total of a modern philanthropist, 
were the chief theme and burden of his song. 
Upon a bill providing a scanty subsistence for the 
feeble and suffering remnant of our Revolutionary 
soldiers, this crafty and daring Abolitionist, in de- 
_ fiance of the 2Ist rule of the House, and of all 
parliamentary order, has managed to ingraft an 
open and violent attack upon the institutions of 
the South. What availed ir, Mr. Chairman, when 
I stopped him and told him that his assertions were 
palpable falsehoodst Why, sir, it passed him as the 
idle wind; and although my colleague [Mr. Haser- 
sHAM,] my frend from South Carolina, [Colonel 
Campset,] and myself, repeatedly called him to 
order, he was as repeatediy prenounced to be in 
order by the Chair. 1 do not make this allusion to 
question the decision of the Chair, for so long ashe 
refrained from actually presenting an Abolition pe- 
tition, he certainly did not violate the-letter of the 
rule, which prohibits their reception; and as for 
“relevancy of debate,” that has long since been 
banished from this hall. I only desire to remind 
you and the committee that Southern gentlemen 
had no agency in pushing this exciting topic into 
the House. So far from it, we did every thing in 
our power, short of violence and indecorum, to ar- 
rest the jncendia1y harangue, which we foresaw 
must end in excitement and reply. 

Sir, said Mr. Brack, we committed an egregious 
error in the outset, by permitting the chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs to propose 
an-amendment to a pension bill, by tacking to it a 
measure which, in my opinion, is nothing less than 
an acknowledgment of our inability to whip the 
Indians out of Florida. I will vote for no $160,000 
to buy up cur peace from the Seminole warriers. I 
am willing and anxious to do every thing ‘which 
comports with the honor and dignity of this Govern- 
ment, for the relief of the suffering people of that 
doomed Territory.. If the money is wanted to re- 
double your forces—if I could be assured it would 
be expended in exterminating. these savage bell 
hounds from that ill-fated land, and in offering 
them up as a sacrafice to appease the blood which 
cries aloud from every hearth stone in Florida, I 
would freely and joyfully give it. Bat I would 
sooner see the whole Territory abandoned by its in- 
habitants, and sunk in the Atlantic ocean, than vote 
one dollar to propitiate those whom we vught to 
conquer. 

Whatever, sir, we may think of this proposition, 


we committed an error by receiving it, in the. first. 


place, which you cannot now retrieve without do- 
ing injustice to those whose rights have been assail- 


ed, and to it we are indeb‘et for this insulting and 
wanton attack.. Under cover of this irrelative 
amendment, the Abolitionist has walked abroad 
with a blazing torch in his hand, ready to jight up 
the path of “human righis” by the conflagration of 
our peaceful dwellings. [ have no idza that the 
gentleman from South Carolina anticipated such a 
result; from that suspicion I wholly discharge bim. 
What human intelligence could have foreseen that 
an Abolition speech could be made upon á propo- 
siticn to vote money to remove the Indians? And 
yetit has been done. 
managed, in defiance of the feelings of, the CHAIR 
and the House, to go on his way rejoicing in bis 
love fer the negro, and his ha'red for the ‘white 
man. Hewas not content with inuendoes and 
vague declamation about therights of the enslaved 
African—he pointed directly at the people of Fio- 
rida and Georgia—he particularized transactions, 
and alluded to citizens of Georgia as actors in them; 
and then, in close connec‘ion with those allusions, 
he descanted upon the crime of “negro stealing” in 
such a way as to leave no doubt of the application 
he would make of his slanderous charge. Sir, I 
understocd him; every mania this House under- 
stood him. It was too plain to be concealed—nay, 
he took no pains to conceal it—that his speech, 
which he says was prepared long since, was intended 
as aregular, systematic attack upon slavery and 
the slaveholder; and -all this ke built up on 
his postulate that ‘negro stealing” was the prime 
cause of the Florida war. I cannet sit 
still under such a speech; I cannot permit any man 
even to allude, with impunity, to my constituents, 
or any portion of them, as men who would act in 
derogation of the high principles of honor, morslity, 
or religion. After the display we bave had, I 
should be fai:hless to the trust reposed in my hands, 
if I failed to hurl back upon the slanderer the 
calumny he would fasten on the people of Georgia, 
Let other gentlemen pursue whatcourse they please, 
I intend to reply to this attack in my own way. I 
wili no longer stand upon my dignity, as we have 
been too much in the habit of doing when Abolition 
was the theme. I will no longer treat our assailants 
with silence and contempt. Whatever may be my 
opinion of the man, as an individual, I am con- 
strained to notice him here, because he represents a 
population of forty thousand souls; that gives him 
importance; and if, as we are bound to admit until 
the contrary be shown, he truly represents his 
constituents on this subject, it is time that he should 
not only be noticed, but promptly repelled. 
him not mistake me: I do not mean to argue the 
abstract question of slavery with him, nor wiil I 
discuss the question of Southern slavery in any of 
its aspects. Upon that subject I have been in- 
structed by my constituents, particularly by the in- 
telligent and patriolic men of my own county. 
They have told me that their slaves were their own; 
that on this subject I shall hold no argument with 
Abolitionists; and that if one of these fanatics 
should dare to present himself within the limits of 
their county, (Scriven,) they are pledged to bring 
him to a speedy and condign punishment. And, 
sir, they are men who have never yet failed to re- 
deem their pledges, at whatever peril. Yes, sir, if 
that member will go to the county where I reside, 
or to any other county in the S'ate of Georgia, and 
dare to utter but half of what he said here yester- 
day, he would most certainly be subjected to the 
infliction of Lynch law, and he might be happy if 
he escaped at that. 

[Mr. Gropinas was understood to. say that he 
hoped never to be found among such people ] 

Yes, sir, I admit that discretion in such a case 
would be more safe than zeal or valor; for I assure 
the member if he ever comes among us, and dares to 
utter such sentiments as he delivered on this floor, 
we wouldgive him an elevation of which be little 
dreams. Now let him put that down in his book, 
and tell it at his “indiznation meetings” when he 
goes home. 

When we decline to argue the question. of 
“Southern slavery” on this floor, it is not because 
we are afraid of the discussion. We feel and 
know that we are fortified on that subject not only 


by the practice and example of the world, but by 


the precepts of Divine law, But will a man stop 


The member from Ohio has - 


Let | 


this member, whose fellow-feeling make 
wondrous kiad to the negro—Cease your pe 
forthe abolition of slavery and the slave 


We 
do not seek it, but we ere ready for the conflict. 
We will not meet you then with “paper bullets of’ 
the brain,” but we will give you a reception. that. 
shall touch your feelings, and in that way we wiil 
convince your judgment much more ‘effectually 
than any argument we could address to your’ intel“ 
ligence here. caries et say To aie 
But, Mr. chairman, while I will not argue the . 
“abstract question,” I will meet the member on his’ 
own ground, I will no longer content myself with’ 
a mere defence; I will carry the war into Africa, . 
and charge our invaders in their own camp.’ Yes, 
sir, Iwill show from extracts, which I shall’ “pre- 
sently read from a pamphlet written by the Aboli- 
tionist, Jay, that ‘these tender hearted, canting phi 
Janthropist:,who come here and whine so: piteously ’ 
over the “down trodden slave,” are the veriest hy+ ` 
pocrites on the face of the earth—that the claims 
and professions which they are eternally ringing’ in 
our ears in behalf of the negro, on this floor and in 
their newspapers, are as far different from their own 
practices at home as the poles are asunder. J will 
show that they say one thing ard do another T 
will show that while they claim of us to liberate ` 
our slaves and give them all the rights, privileges 
and liberties of freemen, instead of practising their 


` precepts at home themselves, they actually deny to 


their negroes, whom they have nominally freed, all 
the “human rights” about which they talk so feel: 
ingly to us. And this I will prove from their own ` 
record. ht 
I have nothing to say to those gentlemen on this ` 
floor and elsewhere, who let us and ours alone-— 
who do not disturb the peace of the country by 
agitating the subject of abolition—and who keep — 
their opinions to themselves, and recognise our — 
constitutional right to our slaves. They are guil- 
ty of no false professions,{at least so far as we are 
concerned; nor do they make any extravagant 
claims on us. ‘They have nothing to do with sla- 
very here, nor do they meddle with it in the South, 
nor do they insult Southern gentleman by. abus- 


ing and vilifying their “constituents as ‘kid: 
nappets, and dealers in. human’ flesh ` and - 
blood. With their professions and practice I 


have nothing to do. I will not even utter 
an opinion as to the propriety or impropriety 
of their treatment of the negroes resident among 
them. That is their own matter, su long as they 
do not interfere with our practices and domestic in- 
stitutions. It is only to those who would override 
the Constitution of the country, who would invade 
our rights of property, and who would compel us 
to elevate our slaves to the condition and pri- 
vileges of freemen, that I read these extracts, to 
prove the inconsistency between their profes- 
sions, their claims on us, and their practices’ at 
home. Leime not be told that the anti-Abblitionzsts 
at the North have the power, and are answerable for 
ihis treatment of the negroes among them. -I hold 
them to no answer: that porion of our Northern 


‘brethren have not exposed themselves.to be quese ` 


tioned on the subject; they have not laid themselves 
liable to be charged. by me with iNconsisTENCY— 
because they repudiate, publicly and privately, all 
interference with the concerns of the South in this- 
regard; besides, itis not the fact that the anti-Abo- 
litionists control public opinion and the “customs 
of society” if all the towns and districts of the 
North and Fasi. And as for the power of majori- 
ties, I ask, where is the power of the vast majori- 
ties that returned, not only the member from Ohio, 
Mr. Ginpinas,] but his fellow laborer from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Stapx,] and the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvana, [Mr. James,] and the gentleman’ from 


“Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] and many other hes 
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members.to whom I could point on this 
f you say the Abolitionists are not to 
forthe treatment. of negroes in the non- 
ling States, because they are a minority, I 
>; where slumbers the power of these ma 
which I ‘have pointed? If their majori- 
Ot-exlénd. over the States where they.exist,at 
extend over the Congressional districts from 
se gentlemen are returned; and if they 
control, the legislation of the whole State, 
tlainly are competent to model their own 
ciety, and give a tone and direction to public 
ithin the limits of their private circ'es, 
sufficiently wide to afford an asylum 
eir. favorite and oppressed people. Many, 
nay most of the oppressions of which this aboli- 
tion. author, complains, are wholly independent of 
legislation, and depend entirely upon public opinion 
in their counties and towns, and upon the “customs 
ofsociety.” Of the other hand let no man suppose 
that I complain of this treatment of tbe negro. No, 
sir, itis not my business to interfere in that matter 
at all; I only seize on the Sact as it stands stated by an 
Abolitionist, and hold it up in contrast with their 
claims on the South, and their professions. The only 
complaint I have against these fanatics is, not their 
relations with their own negroes, but their presump- 
tuous attempts to interfere in our doméstic relations. 
They might treat their own negroes as they please— 
free or enslave them, elevate or oppress them, and 
we should never open our mouthsabout ii; but when 
they volunteer to regulate our conduct to our slaves, 
they give mea right, which I shall exercise, of 
exhibiting thein as men who have neither principle 
hor consistency, as men who. are willmg and 
anxious.to impose on. their neighbors, that which 
they, will not take practically to themselves. It is to 
these..violent abolition crusaders, then, who. have 
the power in their own neighborhoods to elevate the 
condition of their negroes, and who are in the 
habit of taunting the South with slavery, and to 
no.ore else, that I make the charge of inconsis- 
Tency and uyrocrisy. And for that purpose, 
with the permission of the House, I will proceed 
to read, from a pamdhlet written by Mr. Jay. 

‘The author classes the disabilities of the free 
negroes in the non-slavehoiding States under ten 
heads: Ist. t EXCLUSION FROM THE ELECTIVE FRAN- 
Hise.” 2d. DENIAL OF THE RIGHT OF LOGOMO- 
TION... 3d. DENIAL OF THE RIGHT OF PETITION. 
4th. EXCLUSION FROM THE ARMY AND MILITIA. | 5th. 
EXxcuvow FROM ALL “PARTICIPATION IN TRE ADMI- 
NISTRATION OP JUSTICE, Gth. JMPEDIMENTS TO 
EDUCATION. 7th. IMPEDIMENTS TO RELIGIOUS IN- 
STRUCTION. 8th. IMPEDIMENTS TO HONEST INDUS- 
TRY, 9th, LIABILITY vo BE SEIZED AND TREATED 
AB: SLAVES. lOth. SUBJECTS TO issuer AND OUT- 
Raog.: It is worthy of remark that Mr, Jay charges 
and. attributes, all these exclusions, impediments 
and; liabilities, to the Abolitionists themselves; con- 
Stantly using in the course of nis remarks the pro- 
nouns “we” and “our.” He an Abolitionist, 
writing to Abolitionists, charges himself and his 
co-laborers with what, in his eye, is a crying. sin, 
and to my apprehension is glaring inconsistency, 
and consummate hypocrisy. 

He says in his prefaratory remarks, speaking of 
prejudice against color: 


“Were we to inquire into the geography of this prejudice, we 
should find that the localities n which it attains its rankest lux- 
uriance, are not the rice swamps of Georgia, nor the sugar fields 
of Louisiana, but the hills and valleys of New England, and the 
prairies of Ohio? It isa fact of acknowlejged notoriety, that 
however severe may be the laws against colored People at the 
South, the prejudice against their persons is far weaker than 
among ourselves,” 

* is * , * ’ ` * 

“We turn to the free States, where slavery has not directly 
steeled our hearts against human suffering, and where no sup- 
posed. danger of insurrection affords a pretext for keeping the 
free- blacks in ignorance and degradation; and. we ask, what is 
the character ofthe prejudice against color here? Let the Rev. 
Mr, Bacon, of Connecticut, answer the question. This gentle- 
maŭ, iaa vindication of ihe Colonization Society, assures us, 
‘The. Soodra. Ña not farther separated from the Brahim in regard 
to. all his privileges, civil, in ellectual, and moral, than the ñe- 
gro-froms the white man by the prejudices which result from the 
difference tiade: between mem by the Gop or Narurs.” 


__ Tf we are to believe Mr. Jay, the member from 
Ohio and all his fellow-laborers entertain a deep- 
rooted, implacable “prejudice against color,” and yet 
he would impose on us the very thing he so strenu- 
ously rejects.  Whateven-Banded jastice! 
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Now, let us see how these advocates of “human 
rights” practise on the right of suffrage. The author 
proceeds: . : 


J. GENERAL EXCLUSION FROM THE BLECTIVE FRANCHISE. 

“Were this exclusion founded on the want of property, or any 
other qualification. deemed essential to the judicious exercise of. 
the franchise, it would afford no just cause of compiaint; but it 
is founded solely on the color of the skiu, and is therefore irra- 
tional and unjust. Thattaxation and representation should be 
inseparable, was one of the axioms of the fathers of our Revolu- 
tion; and one of the reasons they assigned for their revolt from 
the crown of Britain. But now, it is deemed a mark of fanati- 
cism to complain of the disfranchisement ofa whole race, while 
they remain subject to the burden of taxation. It is worthy of 
remark, that of the thirteen original States, only ¿wo were so re- 
creant to the principles of the Revolution, as to make a white 
skin a qualification for suffrage. But the prejudice has grown 
with our growth, and strengthened with our strength; and it is 
believed thacin every State Constitution subsequently formed 
or revised, [excepting those of Vermont and Maine, and the re- 
vised Constitution of Massachusetts.] the crime of a dark com- 


plexion has been punished, by debarring its possessor from all | 


approach tothe ballot-box. The necessary effect of this pro- 
scription in aggravating the oppression and degradation of the 
colored inhabitants, must be obvious to all. who call to mind the 
solicitude manifested by demagogues, and office seekers, and 
law makers, to propitiate the good will of all who have votes to 
bestow.” 

2. DENIAL OF THE RIGHT OF LOCOMOTION. 


. * + * > . * > 


“The Connecticut Black Act, prohibiting, under heavy pe- 
nalties, the introduction of any colored person from another 
State, is well known.” 


This law the author says was repealed after be- 
ing suffered to remain on the statute boek for 
many years; but he complains loudly of an Ohio 
law, (in the enactment of which perhaps the gen- 
tleman participated,) ‘“iniended to prevent colored 
citizens of other States from removing into 
Ohio,” unless they “find within twenty days two 
freehold sureties in the sum of five hundred dollars 
for their good behavior, and likewise for their main- 
isnance,” and in default thereof he is to be re- 
moved by the overseers of the poor; and if any per- 
son “harbors” emigrants who have not complied 
with the above requisitions, he or she is subjected to 
a heavy pecuniary penalty, and made liable for 
the future maintenance of the “negroes or mu- 
lattoes.” 

“Tn 1829, a very general effort was made to enforce this law, 


and about one thousand free blacks were in consequence of it 
driven ont of the State, and sought a refuge in the more free 
and Christian country of Canada. Previous to their departure, 
they senta deputation to the Governor of the Upper Province 
of Canada, to know if they would be admitted, and received 
from Sir Jas. Colebrook ‘this reply: ‘fell the Republicans 
on your side of the line, that we Royalists do not know men 
by their color. Should you come to us, you will be entitled to 
all the privileges of the rest of his Majesty's subjects’ This 
was the origin of the Wilberforce colony in Upper Canada. 

“We have before usan Ohio -paper, containing a proclama- 
ton by John S. Wiles, overseer of the poor in the town of Fair- 
held, dated 12th March, 1838. In this instrument notice is given 
to all ‘black or mulatto persons,’ residing in Fairfield, to com- 
ply with the requisitions of the act of 1807 within twenty days, 
or the law would be enforced against them. The proclamation 
also addresses the wbite inhabitants of Fairfield in the following 
terms: ‘Whites look out! If any person or persons employing 
any black or mulatto person, contrary] to the 3d section of the 
above law, you may look out for the breakers,” 

Sir (said Mr. Brack) let us see what these “hu- 
man rights” gentlemen think of the right of petition 
in their own country,and then we shall be better able 
to estimate their sincerity, and the purity of their 
motives, when they undertake to lectnre us for “kesp- 
ing human beings in bondage.” This right of peti- 
tioning for the liberation of the slave was the theme 
of many glorious declamations on this floor jast win- 
ter, and thousands of dollars of the public money 
were spent in giving these gentlemen an opportu- 
nity to barangue uson the subject, and to slip in 
everv now and then an insult to the South. (Here 
the Chairman, Mr. Cuirrorp, pronounced that it 
was not in order to discuss the right of petition.) 
Mr. Bac said: I do not intend to discuss the right 
of petition—I only desire to refer to the practice of 
gentlemen in contrast with their avowed sentiments 
on this floor, and this I think I have a right to do, 
especially as the Chair allowed the member from 
Ohio to take so wide a latitude of debate as he did 
yesterday. The Chairman insisting on the order, 
Mr. Brack said he would not consume the time. of 
the committee by appealing from the decision of the 
Chair, but he gave notice he should make the ex- 
tract in his printed speech. 

3d. “DENIAL OF THE RIGHT OF PETITION. 
* * * * . # 


“On the 14th of January, 1839, a petition for relief from cer- 
tain legal disabilities, from colored inhabitants of Ohio, was 
presenied to the popular breach of the legislature, and its rejec- 
tion was moved by George H, Flood. This Tejection was nota 


H. of Reps. 


denial of the prayer, but anezpulsion of the petition itself, as 
an intruder into the House. ‘The question presented for our 
decision,’ said one of the members, ‘is simply this: Shall hu. 
man beings, who.are bound by every enactment upon cur sta- 
tute book, be permitted torequest the Legislature to modify or 
soften the laws under which they live?’ To the Grand Sultan, 
crowded with petitions as he travcrses the streets of Constanti- 
nople,such a question would seem most strange; but American 
Democrats can exert.a tyranny over men who have no votes, 
utterly unknown to Turkish despotism. Mr. Flood’s motion 
was lost by a majority of only four votes; but this triumph of 
humanity and Republicanism was as transient as it was meagre; 
The next day the House,by a large majority,-resolved ‘that the 
blacks and mulattoes who may be residents within this State, 
have no constitutional right to present their petitions to the Ge- 
neral Assembly for any purpose whatsoever, and that avy re- 
ception of such petitions on the part of the General Assembly 
is a mere act of privilege or policy, and not imposed by any ex- 
pressed or implied power of the Constitution.’ ” 


Why, sir, this is the language -we hold—that 
blacks and mulattoes have no right to present their 
petitions to the General Assembly—for the ho!ding 
of which we have been subjected to unmeasured 
vituperation and abuse by the very men who prac- 
tically adopt our views, 


ath. “EXCLUSION FROM THE ARMY AND MILITIA. 

“To such an absurd extent is this prejudice against color 
carried, that some of our mililary companies have refused 
to march to the sound of a drum when beaten by a black 
man? 


This is going a litle ahead of the South, for al- 
though acolored man never thinks of entering our 
“ranks,” we very seldom have any body else to beat 
our drums but negroes. But the liberty-loving 
member from Ohio, it seems, will not march to the 
sound of a drum when beaten by his favorite part 
of creation, a black man! 


5th. “EXCLUSION FROM PARTICIPATION IN THE ADMINISTRA- 
TION OF JUSTICE, 
* % * F * * 


“But bythe law, while any unknown white vagrant may be 
2 witness in any case whatever, no black suitor is permitted to 
offer a witness of his own color, however well established may 
be his character for intelligence and veracity, to prove his rights 
or his wrongs; and hence, ina multitude of cases, justice is de- 
nied in despite of the Constinition; and why denied? Solely 
from a foolish and wicked prejudice against color.” 

6th. “IMPEDIMENTS TO EDUCATION. 


After relating an amusing and edifying instance 
of the destruction of a school house in Canaan, 
New Hampshire, upon the ground that it was to 
be devoted to the use, indiscriminately, of blacks 
and whites, (200 oxen were hitched to it, and it ` 
was dragged a quarter of a mile, and left in ruins,) 
the author says: f 

“The transaction we have narrated, expresses in emphatic 
terms the deep and setiled hostility felt in the free States to the 
education ofthe blacks. The prejudices of the community 
render that hostility generally effective,w ithout the aid of 
legal enactmenis.” 

Now, sir, if I had been present at the abatement 
of this universal scheol house, I think it probabie 
I should have taken a hand in it myrelf. But 
where were the Abolitionists? They were strong 
enough to build the house and establish the school. 
Why did they not defend it? Did they slink away 
from their premises at the first breath of opposition? 
Mr. Jay says not one word of any attempt on their 
part to regenerate public opinion, or to remodel 
the “customs of society” in that patriotic and spirited 
neighborhood. They might at least have made an 
effort that way to save themselves from the re- 


. proach of inconsistency. They are now, and have 


been for years past, engaged in a crusade egainst 
the South, and in denouncing the customs ef our so- 
ciety with regard to our alleged degradation of the 
negro. Ought they not to have commenced opera- 
tions at their own doors first, upon the principle 
that charity should begin at home? We hold oar 
“slaves” precisely where they ought to be—in sub- 
jection and obedience to their masters. They are 
well fed and half worked; they are tended in sick- 
ness and supported in their old age; they ‘are in- 


į structed in the principles of Christianity, and pro- 


tec'ed from personal injury. This is the consistent 
and kird treatment of Southern slaves. The book 
I am reading shows you the treatment of negroes 
atthe North and fast, where the Abolitionists have 
nominally frerd them, : 

But where is the member from Ohio? Has he 
abandoned his seai? Cannot he stand this shot out 
of his own gur? Calculating on our silent con- 
tempt, he was wonderfully bold yesterday; when 
he was attacking us, it was all “blood and thunder, 
wounds and wonder;” but now, when, contrary to 
his expectations, I am shooting back bis own ar 
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rows at him, he retreats, and, like the Seminole, is 
not to be found. Let him come back, sir, for I 
am not done with him yet. 

After showing the IMPEDIMENTS to the RELIGIOUS 
instruction of the- negro among. the Abolitionists, 
the author adduces, 

8th, THE IMPEDIMENTS TO HONEST INDUSTRY; 


and, among other insiances, declares that— 

“In 183$, a black man, ofirreproachable character, and who 
by his industry and frugality had accumulated several thou- 
saad dol'ars, made application in the city of New York for a 
carman’s license, and was refused solely and avowedly on ac- 


count ef his complexion 1” 
We are next told that these free negroes are 


CLIABLE TO BE SEIZED AND TREATED AS SLAVES” by 
the Abolitionisis; and then this evidence of the 
insincerity and hypocrisy of these pretended friends 
of human rights is closed by showing how they ha- 
bitually “subject” the negroes among them to “insult 
and outrage.’ 

“The feelings og the community towards these people, and 
the contempt with which they are treated, are indicated by the 
following notice, lately published by the proprietor of a mena- 
gerie, in New York: ‘The proprietors wish it to be under. 
stood, that people of color are not permitted to enter, except 
when in attendance upon children and families, ” 

[When these extracts were being read, much 
confusion and excitement prevailed in the House. 
Mr. Brack was frequently interrupted, and called 
to order, but was at length permitted to go on in 
order.] 

Sir, (said Mr. B ) I am nearly through. Ihave 
other evidences of Abolition insincerity which, 
however, I will not now submit We all remem- 
ber the Amistad negroes. I shall not stop to in- 
quire whether they were “‘bozals” or “ladinos;” we 
have hada sufficiency of philological dissertation 
and learned twaddle upon that grave subject alrea- 
dy. ButI can show, by his own confessions, that 
the celebrated ‘‘Jinaua,” the chief of these rascally 
mutineers, who have their advocates, at least in 
words, not only at ihe North, but on this floor— 
that Jingua himself, about whose abduction aad en- 
slavement we are so feelingly harangued, was, in 
his own country, a slave-catcher and dealer, and that 
he has only had the tables turned upon him by 
some more successful trader. But, as it will be 
out of order, I will omit it here, and put it into my 
printed speech. During the trial of these Spanish 
s'aves in the United States District Court for Con- 
necticut, where they were claiming their freecom— 

“Mr. Ingersoll, Clerk of the United States District Court, rose 
to make a suggestion, it appearing that he also appears on be- 
half of the libe!lants. The court said Mr. Wilcox would be al. 
lowed to state what Covey had stated to him when he first saw 
these Africans. The Marshal proceeded to say that he called 
Covey and Jingua aside, soon afer the former arrived, and told 
him to ask Jingua how he came to be taken and sold. Covey 
asked him. Jingua reptied that. he owed a man two pounds, 
(holding up his fingers,) and to pay him he had taken two ne- 
groes and sold them; that one of them ran array end theman 
caled uron him for one pound He had no other negra, and 
turned him out clothing—that the clothing was turned over tô 
another person, and that the man called on him to pay, and be- 
ing unabte to-do so, he was seized andsold to pay the debt.” 

Sir, said Mr. B. those gentlemen who have been 
go solicitous to keep me in order, shall have another 
opportunity presently of exerting their rules of de- 
corum. I intend to read from a book, a few of the 
detached leaves of which I hold in my band, Itis 
an ancieni, venerable, end venerated book—ihe 
oldest, perhaps, since the Christian era, and the 
wisest and best that the world has ever known—I 
mean, sir, the Bista itself. Now, let gentlemen 
call me to order with the Bible in my hand, for I 
intend to become personal to the member from 
Ohio (whom I see now in his seat) and his coadja- 
tors, by applying to him a passage from that book. 
I read, sir, (if it be not out of order and indeco. 
yous to read the Bible to an Abolitionist,) from the 
the 7th cHaprer of the Gosper according to the 
holy Sair Marrazw—Ist, 2d, 3d, 41h, and 5th 
verses : 

“Ist, JUDGE NOT THAT YE PA NOT JUDGED. 


“Od. For WITH WHAT JUDGMENT YE JUDGE, YE | 


SHALL BE JUDGED; AND WITS WHAT MEASURE YE 
METE, If SHALL BE MEASURED TO YOU AGAIN. 


«34, AND WHY BSHOLDEST THOU THE MOTE THAT | 
1S IN THY BROTHER'S EYE, BUT ‘CONSIDEREST NOT THE 


BEAM THAT IS IN THINE OWN EYE? 
‘4th. OR WILT THOU SAY TO THY BROTHER; LET 
ME PULL OUT THE MOTE OUT OF TH'NE EYE, AND 
BEHOLD A BEAM IS IN THINE OWN EYE? 


‘5h. THOU HYPOCRITE, (pointing to Mr. 
Grppines,) FIRST CAST OUT THE BEAM OUT OF THINE 
OWN EYE; AND THEN SHALT THOU SEE CLEARLY TO 
CAST OUT THE MOTE CUT OF THY BROTHER’S EYE.” 

You say that we have a mote in our eye: I deny 
it My constituents have no mote in their eye 
upon this, or any other subject. Therefore the text 
is not applicable tous, but to you; and if you will 
insist that we have this motein oureye, I say o 
you in the language of Scripture: “Tsou HYPO- 
carre,” first cast out the beam from thine own 
eye, before you attempt to run your fingers into 
ours. 


PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION BILL. 
SPEECH OF MR. LINN, 


OF MISSOURI, 
In Senate, Friday, Janwary 29, 1841—On Mr. Crit- 
TENDEN’s amendment to distribute the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands among the States. 


Mr. LINN addressed the Senate as follows: 
“Mr. Presipent: As this seems to be a day of 
general settlement of accounts and misunderstand- 
ings, I desire to say a few words in order to pre- 
vent the possibility of any mistake in regard to my 


course on the important question now before the 


Senate. The honorable Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. Cray] was in- an error when saying that I had 
remarked, that under no state of things that could 
present themselves, would I vote for the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from South Caroliza (Mr. Car- 
noun] to cede, under certain conditions, the public 
lands to the States in which they lie. 


Now, sir, I have never committed myself thus 
far against cession, although determined to vote 
against it when presented as an amendment to the 
pre-emption bill. But more am I opposed, and de- 
cidedly opposed, to the gentleman’s [Mr. Cray] 
well known proposition for distributing the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands among all 
the States. I will watch, sir, all these different 
propositions with care and deep interest when 
they come up as naked questions, and give my 
vote according to the dictales of my jadgment, 
and the interest of my constituents. Having 
voted for one distribution bill already, sir, I 
think it more than probable it shall be the 
last—events since that time, net very clearly 
proving its wisdom. When my friend fiom 
Kentucky (Mr. Carrrenpen] moved his amend- 
ment or resolutions of instractions to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands to report a bill, one 
feature of which shouid be the distribution princi- 
ple, I promptly and instantly rose in my place and 
remarked that I would move an amendment at the 
proper time to his resolutions, to disp2se of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public Jands for the benetit 
of the whole country, by appropriating them to the 
increase of the navy, to the fortifications, and other 
national defences; for it was my opinion that if 
they were to be taken from the common fund of 
the Union, that they should be devoted to high and 
important national objects, to which I think they 
justly and properly belong; and should the Sena- 
tors [Mr. Cairrznpen] proposition prevail, it is 
my fixed determination then to present mine, and 
press it with ali the zeal, energy, and ability, ia my 
power to command. 

1 do not know, sir, how far a member can go in 
condemning or characterizing measures, and still 
not be personal to the mover. There is some deli- 


cacy due to others, and some limite, or ought to be, 


to the use of epithets, which, although applied. to 
measures, were made often to stick to persons. | 
The honorable member from Kentucky (Mr. 
Cay] this morning, in the course’ of debate, 
thought proper to speak of the resolutions against 
the assumption of State debts, and for which T 
voted, as wanton, crue], Danton and Robespierre 
like, and even traitorous to the States. I should 
be very sorry to use such epithets, to mark the cha- 
racter of the proposition to distribute the proceeds 
of the sales of the publiclands. But if such epi- 
thets and appellations were strictly in order, with- 
out meaning any thing personal to an individual, 
ot disrespectful to the Senate, I would be glad to 
be informed of it, so that I may avoid.a breach of 
order; nor do I wish such information for self-protec- 
tion against violent or harsh language, for the man 
that can give harder blows in that respect is welcome 
to al-the-aivantages he can gain; but this body of 
grave men should be the last to resort to denuncia- 
tory language, and. even on this occasion, when 
there might be some justification for it, I will not 
resort to harsh words to mark with disapprobation 
the proposition cf the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
Cray] to distribute the proceeds of the public lands, 
although presented at a time when the-Treasury 
is empty, and when the aspect of affairs was war- 
like and threatening on every hand. I know, sir, 
this is a favorite project of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, and the pivot upon which many political 
events will be made to turn, and that to sustain it 
he would strain every energy of his soul; but, in 
my opinion, this is the last moment in our history 
that a proposition should be made to alienate any 
portion of our revenues. Rather, sir, increase them 
for great national objects. i 
Mr. President, did not my colleague, a few days 
since, in the most solemn atd impressive manner, 
say ihat he wouid not at this moment permit him- 
self tə speak as he thought of the dangers that at.” 


present environed us? ! 
I know him, sir, to be ong of the bravest men 
that God ever made, and it may seem sométhing 
like vanity and presumption} in me to say any 
thing on this subject after pa a declaration. But, 
sir, I must and will speak out} now, as eretofore, 
and warn the country of its danger and'defenceless 
condition. I feel it a solemn and imperious duty 
to do so. Look for a moment,’at our condi- 
lion. Why, you know well tat a few years 
since there were not men enough in garrison in 
New York cr some other large Atlantic city to - 
fire a national salute on the arrival of a French 
vessel of war in their harbor! Yet a strenuous 
opposition was then made te the increase of your. 
army; and small enough it is now, after being dou- 
bied by the act of 1833. Examine into the stale of 
the English navy; but the following letter from our 


Navy Department will show it ata glance: 
Navy Department, 18th January, 1840, 

Sir: I have the honor to etate, in reply to the inquiries con- 
tained in your letter of the 12th instant, that, in conmlting tha 
British Navy Register, it is foved that Great Britain had built 
and building in 1840, 125 shipsof the line, 113 frigates, 53 steam" 
ersof war, and 287 sloops andsmalier vessels; there were also 
iwenty-five mail steamboat packets. It is known that several 
very large private steamers are all ready, and were about te be 
employed in wansporting the mail from England to other quar- 
ters of the globe, but the precise namber is not ascertained. 

By the latest information respecting the numberof re ch 
Government vessels, it appears they had in 1838, 49 ships of the 
line, 60 frigates, 30 steam Ts, and 184 stoops and smaller vessels 
buile and building; and they contemplate increasing the num- 
ber of steamers to40soon. Tuis not supposed that many of the 
French passage steamers would form very efficient vessels of . 
war. Lam, very respectfully, 5 

: Your obedient servant, 

Hon L. F. Tins, J. K. PAULDING, 
United States Senats, j ae 
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Senate, 


— 


of the largest class, aud itis in her power to bring 
one. hundred on our coast, as she can, in a very 
short deriod of time, convert all her steam packets 
ips of war, they being built under that stipu- 
“with the Government. And what man, 
ing the state of ‘our relations with that power, 
e excited state of feeling along the borders 
ine, and the whole Northern frontier, would 
ert, in his. placé’here, that there was not 
-momentary danger of collision with Great Britain. 
NO member of this body could have the hardihood 
to deny'that, if the soldiery of England were to 
shoot down half a dozen of the citizens of Maine, 
war would not be inevitable. It would be as cer- 
tain as that the Almighty rules the heavens and the 
irth, No man can permit himself to deny it, 
ér much he may deprecate it, or close his 
eyes to the conviciion; and such a war as it will be, 
never to end till we are subdued, or they expelled 
from this continent. Yet, sir, with these dangers 
staring us-full in the face, we are quarrelling about 
giving away the treasure of these United Sta’es! 


Look at the red fiery wall which this Govern- 
ment has built up of fierce Indian wariors along 
your defenceless Western frontier. Tarn your 
eyesto the Gulf of Mexico; thence to the island of 
Jamaica.over which hangs adense black cloud of 
danger, which, in due time, will roll itself along 
our Southern coasts and from its murky folds scat- 
ter pestilence and death! to the mouth. of that no- 
ble river, the Mississippi, which floats on its bosom 
to the ocean, the rich productions of the magnifi- 
cent valley of the West. Consider the state of your 
navy. Thirty millions of dollars would scarcely 
be sufficient to pat itina condition to defend our 
coasts, or twenty millions to place it on a respecta- 
ble footing. Examine for a moment the state of 
your, defences along the line of the Atlantic from 
Maine to the Mississippi and Sabine rivers, and 
say it they do not demand promptattention and 
care, and yelwe are now called upon to distribute 
Jive milityns annually among the States of the Union ! 


The Constitution of our common country calls 
upon as to provide for the common defence and 
“ general welfare; this was one of the principal 
arguments: urged in favor its adoption to protect 
our interests abroad; and to defend the country 
against: foreign. aggression. Now is the accepted 
time’ to fulfil these great and peramount obliga- 
tions. We cannot evade, we dare not post- 
pone, without being faithless to the noble trast 
reposed In us by our constituents; we have had one 
distribution, and that is sufficient forme. No, sir, 
I mistake; it was honestly intended, as far as my 
action was concerned, to be a deposite of our mo- 
ney with the States for safekeeping, rather than per- 
mit banks to speculate on it, and: flood the country 
“with their paper. But it seems I was behind the 
age, and it was, and is, considered as a debt we 
owed, the last instalment of which isto bs paid by 
the-passage of a bill (if it docs pass) now upon our 
tables “Make this ether distribution, and do you 
suppose that it will stop atthat poin’? Ler this por- 
tion of the revenue go, and you will be called upon 
to yiek mother; and-yet anorasr, until wo shall be 
left pywerless and helpless; and when, a3 a nation, 
we are insulted and trampled .on, acd oar rights 
violated, it will betoa late toleall aloud upon the 
people to provide for the public defence. Awful 


& 


Fifa three siéamships of war, and some ef them” | 


general welfare. 


-minor and party considerations, and vote, without a 


then will be thsir vengeance upon their unfaithfal | 
servants. in hs 

`I repeat it again, now is the aecepted time to do 
our duty in providing for the common defence and 
e If I know the feelings that ani- 
mate my bosom, so help me Heaven, if such a 
proposition. came from tke side of the Senate with 
which I usually act in politics, my American feel- 
ing is so strong, that I weuld throw to the winds all 


moments hesitation, against it. 

Read over carefully all the messages of your 
Presidents, from the first to the last. They all 
breathe the same spirit, the same language, in effect, 
viz; in peace, prepare for war. Examine well the 
reporis from the War Department; ponder over, 
the following sentiments from the Secretary at War 
to the Senate, in 1836: 


“But it isupon our maritine frontier that we are most ex- 
posed. Qur coast for three thousand miles is washed hy the 
Ocean, which separates us from those nations who have made 
the highest advancesin all the arts,and particularly those which 
minister to the operations of war, and with whom, from our in- 
tercourse and political relations, we are most liable to be drawn 
into collision. If this great medium of communication, the 
element at the same time of separation-and union, Inlerp:-ses pe- 
culiar obstacles to the progress of hostile demonstrations, 
it also offers advantages which are notless obvious, and which, 
to be successfully resisted, require corresponding arrangements 
and exertions. Thess advantages depend on the economy and 
facility of transportation, on the celerity of movement, and on 
the power ofan enemy to threaten the whole shore, spread out 
before him, and to select his point of attack at pleasure. A 
powerful hostile fleetupon the coast of the United States pre- 
sents some of the features of war, where a heavy mass is brought 
to act against detachments, which may be eut up in 
detail, aithough their combined forces would exceed 
the assailing foe. Our points of exposure areso numerous 
and distant, that n would be impractable to keep, at 
each ofthem, a force competent to resist the attack of an ene- 
my, prepared by his naval ascendency and his other arrange: 
ments, to make a sudden and vigorous inroad upon our shores, 
It becomes us, therefore, to inguire how the consequences ot 
this state of things are to be best met and averted. 

“The tirst and most obvious, and in every point of view the 
most proper method of defence, is an augmentation of our na- 
val force to an extent proportioned to the resources and necessi- 
ties of the nation. I donot mean the actual construction and 
equipment of vessels only, ‘Che number of those in service 
must depend orn the state of the conntry at a given period. But 
l mean the collection of all such materials as muy he preserved 
without injury, anda due encouragement of these branches of 
interest to the growth of a navy, and which may be properly 
nurtured by the Government; so thaton the approach of dan- 
gor, a fleet may put to sea, without delay, suflicicatly power- 
ful to meet any force which will probably be sent to our 
coast,” 

“Our GREAT BATTLE UPON THE OCEAN 1S YET TO BE FOUGHT, 
and we shali gain nothing by shutting our eyes to the nature of 
the struggle, or to the exertions we shall find it necessary to 
wake, All our institutions are essentially pacific, and every 
citizen feels that his share of the common interest is affected by 
the derangement of basiness—by the enormous exp isc, and by 
the uncertain results of war, This feeling presses upon the 
community and the Government, and is a sure guarantee that 
we shall never be precipitated into a contest, nor embark iu one, 
unless imperiously required by those considerations which 
leave no alternative between resistance anddishonor. Accord- 
ly, all our history shows that we are more disposed to bear, 
while evilsare to be borne, than to seek re ess by appeals to 
H, however, a contest must come, and jt behooves 
> we have the means and opportunity, to look forward 
toits attendant circumstances, and to prepare for the conse- 
qences, 

“There is as little need of inquiry now into our moral as into 
our physical capacity to maintain a navy, and to meet upon 
equal terms.the ships and seamen of other nations. Our ex- 
tended commerce, creating and created by those resources 
which are essential to the building and equipment of fleets, re- 
moves all doubt upon one point, and the history of our naval 
enterprise, from the moment when the colors were first hoisted 
upon the hastily prepared vessels at the commencement of our 
Revolutionary struggle, to the last contestan which any of our 
ships were engaged, is equally satisfactory upon the other. 
The achievements of our navy have stamped its character with 
the country and the world. The simple recital of its exploits is 
the highest eulogium which can be pronounced upon Ji? 


Look at the recent message ef the Governor of 
the Sate of Maine, Ee siy:: 


“he correspondence which has recently been communicated 
to you by my predecessor, discloses another movement on the 
part of the British authorities, well calculated to arrest atten. 
tion, and calf forth indignant remonstrance on the part of Maine 
aud the Union. If I am correctly informed, in a very short 
time after the conclusion of the agreement, by which it was in 
effect stipulated that che Britisn authorities should pot altempt 
to take milit possession of what is termed by them ‘the sis- 
puted territory, during the existence of that arrangement; a de- 
tachment of her Majesty’s troops was stationed at'Pamiscouata 
lake, within that tersitory, and has been continued there ever 
since. And we are now informed that another detachment hag 
been moved to, and stationed at, the Madawaska settlement, for 
the burpose-of sustaining the jurisdiction and supporting the 
exercise of authority on the part of the British magistretes, 
This movement has been made by the Governor General of the 


British Provincés, without any prior notification or correspon- 
dence, seeking information or explanation from the authorities 
of this State or the United States; and assuming, asthe ground 
of action, the reportof acts and threats of individuals, without 
inquiring whether those assumed facts, if m any part true, were 
in pursuance of. orders, or justified by the Government of 
Maine. cannot but view this proceeding, as my predecessor 
does, in his reply to-Six John Harvey, as ‘a direct and palpable 
infringement of the subsisting arrangements,’ and as taking 
military possession of that portion of the contested territory. 
And if the suggestion of Lieutenant Governor Harvey, who 
seems not to have been consulted in relation to this new act of 
jurisdiction, and who evidendy regards it with regret, if not as 
an infringement of subsisting arrangements, is disregarded, and 
the British troops are permanently located at Madawaska, I 
shall feel it-my duty to reiterate the request already made tothe 
General Government, and to urge upon that Government the 
Justice and expediency of taking military possession. on the part 
of the United States, of the territory in dispute, The General 
Government owes itto Maine to move forward in this matter 
with promptness and energy, witha since re, and even.anx- 
ieus, desire to preserve peace, but with an equally firm deter- 
mindiion to mainiain subsisting engagements on our part, 
and to insist upon a full performance from the other party. 
But 1 will not permit myself to donbt, that prudent and wise 
councils will prevail, and that the promised termination of pend- 
ing negotiations will not be retarded or prevented by hasty and 
unjustifiable movements, in relation to military occupation, 
during the progress of the surveys and negotiatons, intended 
or a final determination of the long vexed question. 


“Twouldagain call attention to our defenceless seaboard 
and frontier. I need not enlarge upon the topic, for the 
naked facts are the sirongest arguments onthe subject. As 
guardians of Maine, it is your right and duly to set forth our 
situation and our claims upon the Government; that alone 
has the power to place us ina proper state of defence against 
foreign enemies, and I have no doubt you will discharge your. 
duty.” 


Turn your eyes to the state of your defences on 
the great Jakes and their borders. Oa there internal 
seas you have neither steam nor any other vessels 
of war, whilst Great Britain has both, and, by the 
Welland canal, can concen'rate any number of 
sloops and small crafi, so as to command any 
and all the lakes, and strike at any point she 
pleases. 


Whilst we bave but one or two national steam 
vessels of war, Great Britain can command one 
hundred, by the conversion of her steam packets 
into vesse!s of war; and, sir, but litue is risked, 
when I assert it as very possible for six steamships 
of the first class to force their way into the harbor 
of New York, our great commercial metropolis, 
bombard and demolish it, or lay it under contribu- 
tion, in less than forty-eight hours from the time of 
the attack. Look at the state of your defences on 
Staten Island. Why, sir, it will take five millions 
cfdollars to fortify properly the city of New York; 
and yet we are called upon to give away five mil- 
lions annuaily of the people’s money, entrusted to 
us for these objects, and for their use, to the States, 
which have surrendered to us the power and duty 
of protecting thera against foreign assaults. 

The eloquent Senator [Mr. Cray] has told us 
that this was the age of peace; that there was no 
danger of war; that war was beginning to be con- 
sidered disgraceful. I quote his sentiments, not 
exactly his words. I am aware, sit, of the progress 
of Christian and Democratic principles over the 
world; and that they will ultimately rule, it is my 
serious belief. Batagesand ages must roll on be. 
fore that happy and blissful period will arrive. 
Come it will, in the fulness of time. But to prove 
that this happy period has not yet arrived, see the 
English nation throwing its mighty power upon the 
far distant shores of China, and carrying destruction 
and death along her borders, because she will not 
permit her people to be poisoned by English 
opium, 

Have weno just cause of diffcul-ies with her? 
Are they not accumnlaling from time to time, and 
from the shores of the Avantic to the Pacifie oeean? 
Are-noithe causes for war more grave ami serious 
between us ihan between England and China? Ang.. 
what security have we that she wiil not be down 
upon us for some real oy fancied wrong? Her cons 
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dact to China should serve us as a useful lesson, 
never to, be forgotten; Can we, then, say that 
peace will be lasting? Noone will say so, Can 
we, as Américan Senators, divert from great 


national objects the money confided to our eare for. 


the hely purpose of our defence? 

England has now in Nova Scotia, New Bruas- 
wick, andthe Canadas, thirty thousand black and 
white troops, and twenty or thirty thousand Indians, 
our natural and hereditary enemies, who require 
nothing but British organization on the Western 
frontier to make them desperately formidable, and 
yet we are told there isno danger. Ata time like 
‘this, and under all the circumstances, I should not 
have expected such a proposition, or such lalling 
s-unds of peace, from the Senator from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Cuay,] whose clarion voice, animating his fel- 
low-citizens to battle in the cause of their beloved 
country during the Jast war still rings in my ears. 
He was then all alive to the honor and security of 
the land which had piled up honors so lavishly 
upon him; and he will descend to posterity with the 
recollections of, the part he thea took clastering 
around his memory; nor do I now wish to be un- 
derstood as doubting his patriotism; it may slum- 
ber, but will never die. I may differ from the Se- 
nator on many important political points, but it is 
my earnest desire to be just. 

Tce defences of our country lay close to my 
heart. Sir, the events preceding and during the 
late war made an indelible impression upon my 
mind. Who, that was animated by one spark of 
American feeling, did not witess, with indignation, 
the insults and the injuries heaped upon us by fo- 
reign nations, and in particular by Great Britain? 
Who does not, even now, feel the blu:h of shame 
mantling his cheeks, at the recollection of the facts 
that our vessels were stopped upon the high seas, 
and our fellow-cilizens dragged ia chains on board 
foreiga ships cf war, and frequently compelled to 
fight against their own countrymen? Who can re- 
member, without shame aud sorrow, the attack 
upon the Chesapeake, and the murder of Pierce, in 
our own waters, and even in the mouth of oar har- 
bor? Who cannot recall, ina moment, the barn- 
ings; murders, and scalpings, along our frontiers? 
But encugh of this: they are not reverted to ina 
spirit of revenge, but the history of the past will be 
the history of the future, and coming events cast 
their shadows before them. 

Yet, it is endeavored to be impressed upon us 
that this is an age of peace! There is no peace, 
sir, for this guilty, lost world of ours. Look-at the 
conduct of England, even in the last few years— 
nay, months. There is scarecly a country on the 
globe in which she was not at work, with her death- 
dealing, instraments, to accomplish ihe object she 
seem-d lo have in view—of UNIVERSAL DOMINATION. 
The sound of her cannon may even now be heard 
reverberating trom the shores of the Medi‘erranean, 
from Upper India, aad from China, I¢ is impossi- 
ble to deny that she is exerting her influence in our 
own country through many and various chaune!s— 
through her literature, which finds its way to the 
extremest verge of the Republie, aad for which L 
am thankfo'; but still it is aa influence, and a most 
potent one, even if kepi within legitimate bounds— 
through ouc language, rel gion, customs, manners, 
aad laws—through the arts and scieaces—but 
above all, throzgh the medium of trade and navi- 
gation, by which we are almost soid to her. And, 


sir, it is a melancholy fact to admit, but candor 
compels the admission, that never, to this moment, 
have we eatirely cast off the swaddling clothes of 
‘infancy, or the tattered garments of early colonial 
dependence. 

Mr. President, there can be but two honest poli- 
tical parties ia this country. The fragments must 
be absorbed by the great bodies; and is it saying 


too much that when these parties are arrayed. - 


against-each other, and battling fiercely for princi- 
ple and power, with nearly equal numbers, thag 
British interests and British influence may be 
thrown into the scales to cause one side te prepon- 


; derate? And the party in this country which ap- 


proximates in cpinion nearest to her political sys- 
tem, which advocates with zeal her intérests in op- 
position to the interests of powers foreign to us; 
that parly which shall exert its power and influ- 
ence to secure the payment of the vast sums we 
owe in England at the expense of crippling vi- 
tally the General Government, will have the sym- 
pathy aud all the incidental aid which can be given 
without seeming to interfere too openly in our do- 
mestic affairs. 

The British press and British money wi'l be put 
in requisition here and abroad to aid this party, 
and the world must judge which of the two parties 
in this country was most likely to obtain that aid. 

And, Mr. President, I hepe this can be said with- 
out meaning or asserting that the great mass of the 
American p2ople have been corrupted by foreign 
gold. No one has said so, no one has thought so. 
English emissaries have heretofore penetrated into 
the heart of the land, and will do so again, to fv- 
ment disunion; and glided along our frontier, ex- 
citing the ferocious savage to rapine and slaughter; 
and the World’s Convention lately met in London 
for purposes connected with our domestic relations, 
She is every where insinuated among us; and upon 
the ocean and upon the land, she now presents the 
most stupendous fabric of wisdom and power that 
the world ever saw. Our disputes with her are 
ripening; they must soon be matured, and when 
she is ready, sbe will pvesent the alternative of ac- 
quiescence to her wishes, or of war to the knife! 
Are you prepared for this? No, sir. Then let us 
be up and doing, for now is the accepted time. 

In theremarks made by me on the pre-emption 
bill, it was my earnest desire to confine myself to 
its provisions and to its objects. IT view it asa 
measure that will at this moment increase our reve- 
nues, make the heart of the poor man glad, aug- 
ment our national resources by opening the wilder- 
ness and the fountains of hidden treasures,and invite 
emigration from abroad. I desire tosee my coun- 
try great, prospercus, independent, and happy; the 
asylum of the exiled and oppressed of all nations. 
I wish to see it a burning and shiniag light to the 
world. Andin every vote, and in every word ut- 
tered, I will endeavor to keep these objects in view. 


REMARKS OF MR. DAVIS, 
_ OF PENNSYLVANIA. $ 

In the House of Representatives, Februd 
in Committee of the Whole, on: 
tend for five years the law approved Jay 7, 
1838, grasling pensions to certain widdws of 
oficer and soldiers of the Revolation,” 
Mr, DAVIS addressed the commifice as follows: 
Mr. CHARMAN: There seems to be some mis- 
understanding in the commitiee as lo the eff:ct 
of this bill now under consideration, or at least 
amongst. some of the. gentlemen who have 
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addressed the committee on the subject, It hae been. 
stated. that this biil will increase the public. expendi- 
tre; and the honorable chairman of the Commit-, 
tee of Ways and Means[{Mr. Jongs] informs us that. 
it will require between two and a half and three wil- 
lions of dollars for the fiveyears. Admit this ta- bea 
fact, (said Mr. D.) of which I have no doubt, ‘it is’ 
not an increase over your present expenditure ; to 
that amoant. The bill only revives and extends. 
the act of July 7, 1838, for the term of. five years’ 
from the 4th of March next, when the present law 
expires. If a few pensioners or their widows 
should be placed on the list under the second sec: 
tion of this bill, it will not be equal to the diminu-. 
tion of the number of those now on the roll, em~ 
braced in the first section. Some gentlemen scem 
to be alarmed at the increase of the pension list. 
So far, however, from its increasing, it is, decreas- 
ing daily, and agreeably to the course of nature, so: 
far as Revolutionary officers and soldiers and tbeir.. 
widows are concerned, it must soon. cease alto- 
gether. tise 

By referring to the returns of the Commissioner 
of Pensions, it wil! be seen that 1,505 deaths have 
been reported within the last year; 171 of them 
were widows who were pensioned under the act of 
July 7, 1838, now intended to be revived.. Itis be- . 
lieved that many, more have died that have. not 
been reported, because there was a- balance re- 
maining in the hands ef the pension. agen‘s tn- 
drawn on the lst day of January last, of P561, - 
762 28, of which sum $401,023 52 was appropri- 
ated for the payment of certain widows, embraced 
in the act which the first section of this bill in- 
tends to continue in force. 

By referring to the several pension laws, it will 
be seen that, under the act of March 18, 1818, of 
20,000 officers and soldiers placed on your pension 
list, only 7,947 are now remaining, 

Under the act of Jane 7, 1832, the number al- 


‘lowed pensions was 31,868, "of whien only. 23,207 


now remain. 

Of the 1,116 persons who were pensioned under 
the law of May 15, 1828, for the benefit of the.of- . 
ficers and soldiers. of the continental army who. 
served during the war, only 605 are now on the | 
rolls. 

The number of widows who have received 
pensions under the act of July 4, 1836, is 3,468; 
and 2,760 ef that number are still on the pension 
ro}ls, and supposed to be liv.ng. 

The number of widows who have been pensioned 
under the act of July 7, 1838, is 5,912, and death 
has already reduced them to 5,586; and in a, short 
time there will be no more of them left. : 

The whole namber peusioned under the several 
acts of Congress, of oflicere, soldiers, and widows, 
is 62,374; of this number 40,105 are reported . to 
be still on the pension reil, although it is believed 
that many of them are deceased, of whose deaths no 
notice has yet teen given. From the state- 
ment it will be seen that there are about forty thous 
sand names now on your pension roil, out of sixty 
two thousand; and thereiore there is no cause of 
alarm by apprehending an increase of your pen- 
sion list; and af it were double that number (said 
Mr. D. ) { would still make ample provision for 
them. 

Tne gentleman from North Carolina [Mr- STAN- 
LY,] has altempted to make thisa party question, by 
calling on the friends of the coming Administration 
not to soffer themselves to be burdened with this 

addisiouai expense. 

{Here Mr. Stranky rove and stated that he did 
not intend to make ita party question, nor did he 
wish his remarks to be so understcod.] 


Mr. Davis said, he had so understood the gentle- 


„man, but ke wouid take his explanation as given. 


One thing } he was pleased to say, that there was no 
party in ihe district that he had the honor to repre- 
sent, opposed to this.bill. -f there ever was a law 
thai met ihe universal approbation of all parties 
in that district, it is, said he, your laws granting 
pensions to the officers and soldiers of the ‘Revole- i 
uon, and to their widows, to keep them from want 
in their declining years. 

Sir, said Mr. D. we owe to that class of our fa: 
lowsgitigens a debt of gratitude that we shall never * 
be able to pay. To the soldiers of the Revolution 
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we are indebted for the biessingsof the Govern- 
ment. Yes, sir, for the right to assemble in this 
hall, to- discuss. their. claims; and yet genilemen 
talk about dollars and cents, when such claims as 
these are presented for their consideration. 

‘There are afew widows yet remaining among 
„us, whose husbands. not only fought the battles of 
your. country, but wasted their fortunes, and in- 
jured their health in deing so. “And will you, said 
Mr. D. now witbhold from them this small pittance 
to keep them from suffering, during the few days 
that they may yet remain amongst us? An attempt 
has'been ‘made, sail he, to make this a sectional 
question. But by looking over the iast returns of 
the Commissioner of Pénsions, it will be seen, how- 
ever, that they are to be found inevery Siate and 
Territory of the Union. ` 

Mr. Chairman, said Mr. D. I did nor rise to 
makea speech, but te correct what seemed to me 
to bean -error in the minds of some members in 
supposing’ that this bill would increase your pen- 
sion list, and therefore increase the public burden. 


SPEECH OF MR. COOPER, 
OF GEORGIA. 

In the House of Representatives, February 9, 1841— 
In Committee ot the Whole (in reply to Mr, 
Gippines of Odin) on the Pension bill, and the 
amendment thereto appropriating $100,000 for 
removal of the Indians {fom Florida. 

After Mr. Gippines of Ohio had concluded his 
speech, Mr. COOPER of Georgia rose in reply, 
and said: 

He felt himself called on by an imperious sense 
of duty todo what he least anticipated; and, al- 
though it had been his purpose to remain silent 
during the remainder of the session, he was not 
permitted quietly to sit and hear the people he re- 
presented—yes, his very neighbors—slandered and 
vilified, and the domestic institutions amidst which 
he had beea born and educated, with which his 
constituents were identified, assailed and denounced 
as amoral! pestilence, that polluted and contami- 
nated all who were in contact with them. No, sir; 
I should be unfaithful to my trust, if I did not 
speak out, when sentiments like those of the gen- 
teman from Ohio, and principles such as he advo- 
cated, were freely and plainly uttered in this hall, 
in the hearing of the American Congiess—senti- 
nents and principles unwise, imprudent, unsafe, 
alarming, and destructive of this Goverament— 
principles dictated by a false ph lanthropy, and un- 
supported by the laws and Constitution or by the 
yeason and justice of the cave. 

Daring three Jong. hours, sir, we had sat, hear- 
ing and seeing the inflictions which that gentleman 
attempted to put upon the State of Georgia. Re- 
“spect for ourselves and for the station he holds, asa 
member of this House, has procured ior him a pa- 
tient hearing. 

I have endeavored to mark with accuracy the 
sentiments he has utiered and the principles he has 
laid down; that I might clearly detine his purposes, 
an! expose the rule that governs him in refusing or 
granting supplies to defend his country, when in- 
vaded by a foreign or domestic foe. 

I think {have not misunderstood him, nor have 
I erred in the estimate I have put on his purposes. 
The proposition before the committee is to appro- 
priate $100,000 to carry out an effort to terminate 
the Florida war—a conflict which you have been 
engaged in for five years with savages and refugee 
slaves—a war unlike any oiher which has hereto- 
fore exisied—~a foe ever in the field; never seen, 
but always fel—continually attacking, but never 
met~-one with whom innocent mothers and their 
babes are es law/ul victims as th2 man at arms, 

To this proposition tle member from Ohio says 
he will stand opposed. Ard upon what ground? 
The war, he says, was unjust because the peeple of 
Giorgia and of Florida were the aggressors. He 
has: endeavored to trace the canses of that war with 
a view to fix this: charge en Georzia in particular. 
He. thinks he has traced it t9 slavery, for he de- 
clares that the crime of negro stealing, committed 
by the Georgians, was the cause of the war. He 
arrives at this conclusion by assuming, that with- 
out slavery ikere could be no hegre stealing. 


After condeming the war and his Government for 
being engaged in it—after abusing, in a slanderous 
manner, the people I represent, tor originating it, 
as he alleges—after pouring forth his invectives 
and denunciations against the peculiar domestic 
institutions of my State, he utters loud and bitter 
complaints that he and his constituents are taxed to 
pay for this war—raises a lamentation and a wail- 
ing in behalf of the poor Indian, whilst he stands 
with his tomahawk and rifle over the mangled and 
bleeding bodies of the defenceless white mother 
and her child, and declares he will give nothing to 
defend or protect his country, 

This, sir, is the character, the sum and the sub- 
stance of the philantropy and benevolence of those 
who, like the gentleman from Ohio, have such a 
holy and pure religion in regard to slavery; so 
much good will for the Indian and the negro— 
mixed with “scorn and indignation” for the South- 
ern white man. ‘This affords us a measure of his 
patriotism. 

I rejoice, sir, that we of the South have a diffe- 
rent and more exalted patriotism—one which is 
neither measured by our purse, our love of Indians 
aud negroes, nor our love of money. No, sir. 
Though you were at war for a petty strip of land on 
your Northeastern boundary, fit only for firewood, 
Southern products, Southern money, and Southern 
blood would be at yourcommand. We should not 
stop to inquire whether your war was just or unjust. 
We should not attempt to reproach our Govern- 
ment and country for a war, that might have re- 
sulted from cutting or stealing wood, as England 
would say, on her own territory. We should make 
no such charge against any State. We should hold 
it to be our country’s cause; and for her cause and 
her honor we would bleea and die. Not so with 
the gentleman from Ohio. He has no blood to 
shed, no battles to fight, no money to pay, no sym- 
pathy to exercise. Standing on the side of his 
country’s foes, he condemns his country, feels only 
for thesavage, and refuses to pay, 

I will not go with the gentleman to inquire into 
the causes of the Florida war. Much as he is in 
error, I feel no obligations to put him right. He 
conid not be obliged to me for it. ! perceive he 
has a purpose and an object in view which would 
be wholly defeated if I should correct “him. Lat 
him be indulged in his error. To rectify this would 
only drive bim to hunt up some other. My effort 
shall be contined to the attempt to expose and repel 
his false and slanderous gharge against the people 
I repreren'; exhibiting, gs b go, fairly and fully the 
object he has in view. f f 

{will place a mere Statement of’his principles 
and rules of conduct itt review before this commit- 
tee and the country, /There are a number in this 
committee, whose vigws in regard to slavery. are 
understood to accord with the gentieman from Oaio. 
I have thought f had’ seen a concerted movement 
amongst them here: this session. I am not per- 
mitted to designate ¡those gentlemen by name, but 
it is well understood;to whem Ẹ refer. When I shall 
repeatin their hearing the frinciples avowed by 
the gentleman on this floor, A call on them to say 
whether they all donot agree. And if I misrepre- 
sent Aim, Lask himor some’ friend of his to correct 
me. T 
Sir, the gentleman maintains, first: 

“ That slavery is a gregt poliueal aad moral evil, 
and ought to be abolished.” 

Secondly: “That ké constituents are insulied, 
thal their money has béen taken to pay for negroes, 
and are greatly exci‘ed on the subject.” 

Thirdly: “That Congress has as much power to 
abolish slavery as to sustain it.” 

Fourthly: “That Congress has no power to take 
the army te sustaia it.” 5 

These are some of the extraordinary and alarm- 


ing doctrines preclaimed on this floor. I have 
not mistaken the gentieman. {wrote down bis 
language at the time, and bere it stands. Does he 


or any one for him disavow i? Not at all, sir; 
he was well understood. 

I shall not discuss those portions; I am‘ not here 
for such a purpose; I put them down as part of the 
history end signs of the times. There my duty: 
ends. ` : 

These views are not peculiar to that gentleman; 


Feb. 1841. 
H. of Reps. 


I am well assured others here think with him. 
Else why this silence? Their silence indicates 
either their agreement or their apprehension at ex- 
pressing a difference, lest their constituents should 
condemn tkem. Either fact demonstrates the minds 
of their constituency. That is the great point. 
Sir, these sentiments are freely disseminated all 
over the Union by ssveral of the ablest conducted 
public journals in New York, Boston, Cincinnati, 
and elsewhere. They are fast pervading the whole 
country north of Mason and Dixon’s line. This, 
too, I pat down as a part of the history of the 
times. I should belie my own conscience, and be 
unfaithful to those I represent, if I should fail here 
to reeord it. ' 

The gentleman from Ohio has. made one disco- 
very for which I give him credit, because it seems 
to conflict somewhat with his views and prejudices. 
It is this: he has at length ascertained that ‘‘negro 
stealing” is a crime. Itis due to him to admit, kow- 
ever, that to constitute it a crime, he thinks it essen- 
tial that the offenre should be committed by a white 
man, living in a slave region. If committed by a 
citizen of Georgia amongst the Seminole Indians, it 
is a great crime, and a just cause of war on the 
part of the Seminole, for which he excuses and jus- 
tifies the savage. If committed by the Indian in 
Georgia, it is excusable, for thereby the negro may 
escape his master. If committed by a citizen of 
New York or Maine in Georgia or Virginia, it is 
not only not a crime, but an act of great benevo- 
lence and philanthropy, worthy to be aided and abet~ 
ted by the Legislatures of thoze two great States, 

[Here the Chairman, Mr. Cutrrorp from Maine, 
called to order.] 

Mr. Cooper said, sir, I do not intend to be out 
of order. Tonly adverted to these cases by way of 
illustration. 

Mr. Evans of Maine here rose, and said, he de- 
nied that any citizen of Maine had been guilty of 
negro stealing—on the contrary, he maintained that 
certain persons from Georgia had come to Maine 
and kidnapped a negro.) 

Mr. Cocper said he was apprised that the gen- 
tleman from Maine, who thus interrupted him, 
held the same opinion with the gentleman from 
Ohio, on this subject of negro stealing; and, in so 
doing, gave great strength and weight to the gentle. 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Gronisas,] by his talents and 
influence in the ranks of his political associates. 
He has united in the charge of negro stealing 
ngainst the people of Georgia—or that which is in 
Georgia considered equivalent, to wit, kidnapping. 
And whilst he dees this, he maintains also, that a 
citizen of Maine, going from Georgia, commits no 
erme in harboring, concealing, taking, and carry- 
ing away a slave. But that the master, in pursuit 
of such property, recovering it in the limits of the 
State of Maine, is guilty of kidnapping. In this, sir, 
he agrees with the gentleman from Ohio. So do 
oiher gentlemen on this floor; many more, sir, 
than this House has credit for in the State of Geo- 
gia. In this, too, they are both sustained by their 
political party in Maine, Ohio, New York, and 
elsewhere. 

I stand not here to dispute the point with the 
gentleman fron Maine; whether a citizen of Maine 
has stolen a negro from Georgia. I leave that is- 
sue to the court and jury of Chatham county, 
where, at least, exists prima facie evidence of guilt. 
Whether a citizen of Georgia bas been guilty of 
kidnapping his own negro, pursued and recovered in 
Maine, where he had been taken and harbored, is 
still more foreiga to my purpose to investigate. 
The charge is too slanderous and vile to merita 
refutation from me; and but for the fact that it has 
been wantonly made on this floor by a leader of one 
of the parties in this House, | would not stoop to 
notice it. Sir, I have been recently deprived of the 
power to resent it as I should do, by the act of my 
constitnents. The power of properly resenting 
such outrages on this foor has been confided to 
other bands. I confess, however, that, impotent 
as my arm has been rendered, it is moved by an 
invoiuntary effort to return the blow that is given. 
To my colleagues, sir, who hold here the powers 
of the scorpion and the spear, I leave the office and 
the credit of driving back ‘the gentleman from 
Maine. In my feebleness, I shall probably have 
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enough to do to repel the attack of the picket 
guard, commanded by the gentieman: from Ohio. 
I may sink under it when sustained and prosecuted 
by the distinguished gent'eman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Apams.] 1 have thought for some time that 
he, with others, had a fixed, preconceived purpose 
to press their views and plans here. See the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, with his speech before him, 
written out letter and word beforehand, ready for 
any and all occasions. See the impulse now given 
to this committee. Remember the declarations 
and threats of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Apams,] made during the present session. 
Sir, when gentlemen have wished to turn the force 
and effect of what the venerable member has said, 
they insinuated that he is deranged.. If he is de- 
ranged, I feel curious to behold a sane man. If he 
is deranged, it is the derangement of a masterly 
intellect, tutored by long experience, fortified by 
vast knowledge, unimpaired by age, and stimu- 
lated by physical qualities peculiar to that genile- 
man. Itis the derangement of a mind which evi- 
dently hasa giant strength, and the quickness of 
lightning. . He tells you this subject shall and must 
be discussed in this Hall. The evidences that he 
is right, are daily multiplying. 

Mr. Chairman, whilst the crime ef negro steal- 
ing is acknowledged by the member from Ohio, for 
the purpose of fixing th2 guilt ofa savage warfare 
on the people of my State, and that of hidnapping 
is charged by him of Maine against a citizen of 
Georgia, who takes his own negro; no charge 
whatever, as they think, rests on a man of Ohio or 
Maine who shall entics or take away the property 
of my constituents, or of the people of Kentucky. 


I know the fact, sir, that a negro belonging to a 
citizen of Georgia was enticed and carried away by 
certain people in Ohio, and that not for the benevc- 
lent purpose of freeing the slave, but for the very 
virtuous intent of pocketing the reward offered for 
her apprehension. Forno socnet than a sufficient 
reward was offered, they caused her to be delivered 
safely over on the Kentucky side; for which act, 
all the parties concerned, including the agent of the 
owner of the slave, were presented by a grand jury 
for kidnapping. 

{Here Mr. Coorur was called to order by the 
Chair.} 

He said he had no purpose to discuss these to- 
pics, but believed it to be right and proper in reply 
to what had been said, to show how this subject 
was differently viewed under differing circum- 
stances. 
own, save those taken of what the gentleman from 
Ohio said; and I am strictly pursning his remarks. 

{Mr. Brack of Georgia appealed from the deci- 
sion of the Chair. The ‘committee overruled the 
decision, and Mr. Coopar was permitted to pro- 
ceed. ] 

I have said, sir, ail I designed to say of negro 
stealing in Ohio and in Maine. 


the subject. I shall be content to bring in review 
before this committee the views of gentlemen pro- 
claimed here, in all their alarming import. 

The member from Ohio, magnifies the evils of 
the Fiorida war, as he conceives them, and express- 
ly charges. that “slavery was the cause of it.” [Here 
Mr. Cooper paused, looking Mr. Gippines in the 
face; Mr. Giopinas remarked, “the gentleman is 
rigat | Iknow I am right, sir. And the gentle- 
man arrives at his conclusion in this way: the 
Georgians stole the Indian negroes; for which rea- 
sm, the Indians fought. Without slavery, there 
would have been no negro stealing; therefore, 
slavery caused the war. 

This, sir, reminds me of a certain mode of rea- 
soning which I read about at schcol; by which, it 
may be proved, and with about as much propricty, 
in the conclusion, that a certain animal, going on 
two legs, having the siature and appearance of the 
gen leman from Oaio, îs a goose. 

Slavery had about as much to do with the Fiori- 
da war, as had a certain breed of cattle in the low- 
lands, in causing that harassing border warfare 
kept up between the Highlanders and Lowlanders of 
Scotland. . About as much to-do as the taking of 
gaine and fish, or peliry, had in produc ng the war 
with Tecumseh and Black Hawk; or about as 


Ihave (said Mr. C.) no notes of my ` 


As I before re- | 
marked, I will not discuss any point involved in | 


much as the stealing of ponies had in producin 
the Indian wars in Ohio; cr that which resulted in 
the battle of Tippecance. 

If the gentlemen’s reasoning be just, there ought 
never to have been any Indian war north of Ma- 
son and Dixcn’s Line, west of the Ohio. How 
stands the faci? It confutes and confounds the gen- 
tleman. No, sir, itis not true;-and the effort to 
make it appear, on an occasion like the present, 
demonstrates his great anxiety to get up an “Antie 
Slavery Indignation meeting” in this Hall. He and 
his associates expect the benefits of it; and, so far 
as mischief is threatened to my peopie, he and they 
sha'l bear the responsibility. 

Whilst he knows it to be contrary to rule to dis- 
cuss slavery here, he has formally and at great 
length dwelt ox the evils of it, notwithstanding ke 
has been called to order by three of my colleagues, 
[ Messrs. Buack, HasersHam, and Warren.) The 
first evil alledged by him was a savage, unjust, and 
iniquitous war waged, as he says, against Innocent 
unoffending red men of the forest. 

The second, and, as he thinks, the greatest, is 
that his constituents have to pay for it; and not only 
so, but have been required to pay for negroes cap- 
tured in it, thereby acquiring the relation of masters 
to those slaves. 

Thirdly, slavery, he says, has prevented the Semi- 
noles from emigrating. 

To make geod these serious complaints, he ad- 
duces the report of Gen. Wiley Thompson, aid of 
Gov. Daval; the orders of Gen. Jesup; the memorial 
of John Walker; and that of an Apilachicola 
chief. These documents may serve his purpose of 
getting up ‘ indignation”? meetings amongst his con- 
stituents. They are insufficient for any other. 
By one of them, he would also implicate two gentle- 
men of character personally known to me; the one 
residing in my own town, and the other residing in 
Irwinton, Alabama, and distinguished for his gal- 
lantry ia the late Creek war. Oa such evidence, 
introduced at this time by the member from Ohio, 
for such purposes as he has in view, I would not 
feel it just to those gentlemen evea to join issue. 
If they were here to hear the imputations, or if they 
were made elsewhere by the gentleman, [Mr. Gin- 
pixes,] I would not promise to save his person 
harmless. Sir, itis of a piece with the slander he 
so freely dealt out in regard to the people of Georgia. 

Another evil of slavery he states is: ‘That it pro- 
duced that clause of the treaty of the Indian 


Springs, which required the Indians to pay for | 


runaway negroes haròored and held by them, from 
1802 to 1821, claimed by the people of Georgia.” 

This treaty, he says, caused the Florida war, 
and to prove it, reads from General Wiley Taomp- 
son’s report as follows: 


“The Creek claim to negroes now in possession of the Semi- 
nole Indians, which is supposed to be the first cause of hostitity 
to emigration of the latter tribe, grows out of the treaty of 1821 
between the United States and the former.” 


That treaty, it seems, was the foundation of the 
Indian ti'le to the Georgia negroes, therefore that 
treaty cauzed the Florida war—and hence Georgians 
produced the war. 

This, also, is another specimen of the gentle- 
man's reasoning by syllogism. Tt 
again his sense of justice, because, from the fact 
that those Georgia claims were consequent upon 
the loss of that property, he would have refused 10 
ratify it, or when ratified, would object to its exe- 
cution, and in case of war, resulting: from its pro- 
visions, (as he alleges, he would justify the Indi- 
ans, and iefuse supplies to his Government to pro- 
secute it. 
000, part and percel of the purchase money paid 
by this Government to extinguish the Iadian tile 
to the iands west of the Qémnigee, to be applied 10 
those Georgia claims. Thisis true. And it was 
so agreed by the Government and the Indians. 
The gentleman bas no groundof complaint, and I 
presume will cease to complain when he reflects 
that such application of the money did bot increase 
the burdens of kis people one dollar. 

But he says, “the people of Georgia exterted this 
sum from the Indians.” This position is taken by 
the gentleman, no doubt, on the ground that he 
denies the right of property in negroes. Otherwise, 
he must know that he asserts what is not true, but 
what is palpably false. 


measures | 


For he says that treaty required 250,.-; 


A balance of this sum—~say $149,000—being un: 
expended, he says Georgia memorialized Congress: 
to have it paid to claims of a similar-kind, and 
that Congress, by a report of Mr. Gilmer, was dis: 
rected to apply it to the payment of negroes never: 
born, but which would have been born-if their pas? : 
rents had lived. REESS 

[Here Mr: Gropinas explained, and said he ‘was 
misunderstood: he referred only to the increase. p iis 

Mr. C. resumed. That may have been his means: 
ing, Mr. Chairman, and I am willing to be correct- 
ed. That Zreport of Mr. Gilmer is based. onim- 
mutable principles of justice: itis able and unan-: 
swerable, and can only be withstood by those who, 
like the gentleman, think no maa ought to be paid. i 
for a negro that is stolen from his master. 

But it is monstrous, he says; that General Jesup 
should offer to give the Indian property to the cap~ . 
tors—stiil worse, he thinks, that, when captured, 
the General shduld declare them to be the property 
of the United States. These are atrocities not to 
be atoned for, he would have you believe-——not even: 
surpassed by another great evil, to wit, a threat-of 


‘the General to hang the runaway negroes, who 


were engaged in the war. i 

All this, sir, is intended, no doubt, for an “ins ` 
dignation meeting” amongst the gentleman’s con- 
stituents, to excite them against slavery and South- 
ern slaveholder:; and for the same purpose he’ 
speaks of the bloodhounds.: He, sir, knows'wery : 
little of Indian fighting, and would no doubt: much 
rather attend a dozen such meetings, at the hazard 
of destroying this Union, than go into one fightof the 
kind. Avery little knowledge or experience would 
teach and instruct his tender conscience that the best , 
move yet made there was that by Harney, when 
he bung the Indians, and left them hanging. And - 
so far from atiaching blame to Gen. Jesup for such 
orders, or the Government for sanctioning them, ke © 
would at once conclude that the most reasonable . 
compiaint would be that those who managed the 
war did not male it a war of extermination from 
the beginning. In the end that policy would have. . 
proved a saving of mach human life, and millions: 
of money. ede ak 

But to get out of the difficulty, the Governinent 
caused the negroes to be sold to Gen. Watson. | 
Here, sir, is a branch of the subject which is one 
reason that induced me to take the floor—Watson’s 
claims to these negroes. I dasire it may be well 
understood, and that it may not be prejudiced. It 
is true that he bonght those negroes by and with 
the advice andconsent of your Government. The con- 
tract was witnessed by its agent—the money paid in 
his presence. The sum paid was between fourteen ., 
and fifteen thousand dollars. It was done.to aid 
the pacific policy of the Government in regard to 
the Indians, with a pledge at the time by your 
agents that the negroes should be delivered to Wat- 
son, they being there in possession of the officers’ 
of Government. It is trae, also, that the order 
to deliver was issued by the Secretary of War, 
and equally true that an officer of the army, 
influenced probably by the benign feelings tbat 
the gentieman from Ohio claims, declined to 
obey it, by reason of which Watson failed . 
to get possession of the property, and it was res: 
moved to Arkansas by your efficers, in violation of: > 
the pledges of the the Government officers, solemnly 
made to Watson, which pledges alone induced him 
to pay his money to aid you in carrying-out your 
policy.” You have had the benefits of bis money. 
The Indians received it by your consent. Watson 
paid it at your instance. ‘fue negrees you have 
also, and can deliver if you will, You ought to 
do it without delay, cr promptly pay Waison the 
damages. Sir, if your Government cuuld be sued, 
Waisoa would recover in an action at iaw the ne- 
groes with their increase and hire. Your exemp- 
tion from suit increases the obligation to pay. 

Bat the gentleman has such a refined sense of 
risht and wrong, that hecommends your cfficer as 
novie and patriotic, in refusing to deliver the pro- 
perty to Waton, whilst he justifies the Govern- 
ment for violatiag its fab. This seems conso- 
nant with:his code of morals. He never can- be- 
an object of envy amongst men of stricily ho- 


. pest purposes y 
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He expresses for Ais constituents the-utmost “ab- 
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horreac- and scorn for-the buying and selling of 
nezroes.” ` 

And who are his constituents? Who is the gen- 
tileman? - He is the same who makes it. his boast, 
that his district at the jate- election gave to General 
Harrison a larger majority. than any district in the 
Union. f 2 

After what has occurred, itis unbecoming in this 
gentleman avd his constituents to make this assault 
on Georgia‘and her instituiions—ongrateful ia the 
extreme; and particularly unkind to my colleagues, 
who. co operated. with him in the late election. 
What has Georgia done? Has she not united with 
the gen‘leman’s constituents from Ohio, those of the 
member from Massachusetts, from Maine, from 
Vermont, New York, and elsewhere, to elevate this 
distinguished chieftain? to place their party in 
power? In doing this, have’ they not discredited 
him, who now addresses you, with two other of her 
sons who have faithfully and zealousl¥ endeavored 
to :defend her against her adversaries on this floor? 
Have they not put these three aside, to make room 
for.three others, whose views in that contest more 
nearly accorded with those of the gentleman? 

(Mr. Nisrer here spoke from his seat, and said, 
“No; not so.”] 

My colleague says no. Isay yes, it isso, aad 
wilt repeat it, that he may not misunderstand. 
Have not the people of Georgia put aside three of her 
sons, to make room here fur three others, whose views 
in that contest more nearly accorded with those of ihe 
gentleman? She bas in this—he is for Harrison, 
and so are they, whilst we are against bim. And 
what is his return? Scoffiog, reviling, abuse, and 
slander, He is lost to all sente of propriety, lost to 
every sense of justice towards those who aided him 
in the “great reform,” unmiadtul of the relation her 
representatives bear to him and his party. Disre- 
garding the obligations of gratitude, he drives his 
Abolition forces headlong upon them. 

E call my colleagues here to bear witness to his 
conduct, Did I not frebly endeavor to warn my 
constituents of what is now before us? Did I not 
name this very man from Ohio, as one that would 
turn upon them? I did, sir; but I did not expect 
so soon to see the prediction realized. I did not 
expect 50 soon to hear such sentiments avowed in 
this hall—that he would travel out of his way to 
publish them; that it should be done on the very 
eve of General Harrison’s advent to this city, be- 
foré he is duly installed; and that I should be de- 
fending my constituents against attack, while the 
thunder of joyous ariillery, bursting fourth at the 
great hero’s approach, deafen» my ears, and rever- 
berates from these walls, is more than I looked for. 
I have thought that regard for my colleagues and 
what they have said, an unwillingness to betray 
the miserable humbug by which Georgia had been 
led'into a false posiuon, opposed to her own poli- 
cy, would have induced the gentleman to refrain. 
[ton. Mr. Nisser rose and asked if his colleague 
meant to intimate that the State of Georgia, ia the 
late election, had been carried by humbug?}] No, 
sir, said Mr. C. 1 made no such intimatiens. I 
spoke plainly concerning the Presidential election. 
I said what l now repeat, and what impartial his- 
tory will record. it was carried by the veriest 
humbug. Mycolleague surely knows what I mean 
by humbug. Uf not I willtell him. I mean not 
fair argaments addressed to the reason and judg- 
ment of men, to settle and decide issues fairly 
made; but | mean time-serving expedients, resorted 
to to evade the true issues, and addressed to the 
pas.iens and prejudices of men, to stimulate them to 
act by these impulses. I need not particularize. 
Botit my colleague wishes to be informed, I com- 
mend Lim to men of ail parties, who, since allis 
over, bave taken a sober second thought. (Mr. 
Wappy Tuompson of South Carolina, here inter- 
posed, and said he regretied to see this revival of 
a family. quarrel, on a question where all Southern 
gentlemen ought to siand together; and protested 
against the practice of charging the Whig party 
with holding sentiments p:canar to the gentleman 
from: Onio, who was the obscurest of all the ob- 
scure members cf that party.) Mr. COOPER pro- 
ceeded. ; : i 

Mr. Chairman, I: have had no purpose to 
revive a family quarrel or to provoke it. I have 
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found it so far pertinent to advert to what occurred, 
that [may make the gen‘leinan from Ohio feel the 
unworthiness of his conduct. If by so doing my 
colleague is made to feel, I regiet it, bat cannot be 
responsible for it. [disclaim having charged the 
Whig party, as a party, by word, ‘thought or deed, 
with hoidmg the opinions of the gentleman from 
Ohio, and for what purpose this is imputed to me 
I know not.. I merely said that several prominent 
members of that party here, (besides that mem- 
ber) representing a great number at home, are of 
his opinion. Iso charged, and it has not been disz- 
vowed by any but the gentleman from South Caro- 
hina, [Mr. Wappy Txompson] from whom the dis- 
avowal ought not to come. Let those who are 
known to think with the gentleman from Ohio dis- 
avow for themselves, 

I further charged, what appeared to me to be 
evident, a fixed purpose on their part, by an orga- 
nized effort, to urge their opinions on this House; 
and that was not disavowed. 

Sir, I desire to cherish the kindest relations with 
my colleagues. I have no motive, object, or inte- 
rest, that could induce me to do otherwise. My 
political career is drawing to a close. I never ex- 
pect, never wish, to return here. My colleague 
kaows that my purpose was to have resigned, even 
itelected. Aad though the people who sent me 
here, have not afford:d me aa opportunity faithful- 
ly to represent their best interests, with a chance to 
show such disinterestedness, I still assert it, be- 
cause it was recorded at a time when all thought I 
shouid be retarned. And rather than have my col- 
leagues here think I am aiminx a single blow at 
them, I will suppress all report of my remarks. 
No, sir; I only design in irankness and candor to 
point a faithful finger to events as they are turnirg 
up during the short period I have to remain. 

Mr. Chairman, I have nearly said what I rose 
to say, and, but for the interruptions, should not 
have said many things which bave been drawn 
from me. The people of Georgia, I trust, will 
have sagacity enough to discover their true policy, 
and firmness enough to adhere to it. Batwhether, 
as recently has occurred, I shall agree to disagree 
with them, | still maintain that whatever, as a peo- 
ple, they may think their interest and happiness re- 
quire, will be right for them todo. Theirs will be 
the luss or the gain, and from that judgment I 
shall never appeal. 

Bat there is one thought I will here present, dic- 
tated, as Í trust, by an unconquerable attachment 
for the land that gave me birth. It is this: When- 
soever her adversaries here, (and by such I mean 
those whose antagonist interests drive them to a 
policy injurious to ker,) shall desire to carry out 
auy of their great vital measures, interesting to 
them, but strongly objected to by her, they have 
but to arm themselves with the leverage of a bank 
charter, with which to ensnare her people; you 
will then frst establish the decoy, then spread the 
snare; and atter a generous, a patriotic, and con- 
fiding people shall have entered into it, draw the 
cords upon them. Finding them vo longer free to 
act, but closely engaged in extricating themselves 
from the meshes of your net, you will, with impu- 
nity, drive down your stakes all around them. 
Bat only Jet them burst their bonds asunder, and 
your day of retribution will be at hand. 

Sir, I shall opsose this appropriation, but for ve- 
ry contrary reasons from those I have been re- 
plying to. T think that to pay money to those In- 
dians to induce them to quit fighting, will beto 
purchase an Indian war whenever they want mo- 
ney. Sach, in effect, is the proposition offered by 
the gentleman from South Ca:olina. f 

And now there remains but one idea more. 
Thi», sir, isan important crisis for the peculiar 
interests of the pecpieof the South. Whatis trans- 
piring here—in the canvassing—in the Siate Le- 
gislatures—in societies and churches, and conven- 
tions, both in this Union, on the ocean, and in Eu- 
rope, admonishcs us to take heed? Now is the 
time; not to morrow, next week, ner next year; 
butthis ts the time, whea the happiness and inte- 
rests of the South demand that they should wisely, 
gravely, and prayerfully consider what they will 
do—whether they will demand that this subject 
be arrested here, or whether they will adopt at 
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home a domestic policy, which will be adapted to 
coming events. Tuis much I feel bound to say; 
whilst I feel satisfied, for myself, to leave the sub. 
ject in the hands of my constituenis—of those to 
whom the State of Georgia has.confided it. 


REMARKS OF MR. WELLER, 

ix 7. OF ONIO. 

In the House ef Representatives, February 26, 1841 .— 
*On tag Naval Appropriation. bill. 

Mr. WELLER said he had not obtained the 
floor for.thefpurpose of discussing ihe various sub- 
jects intredgiced into the debate. He was desirous 
of cortectifg some errors into which gentlemen in 
the Cpposition have fallen, and to make an appeal 
to his triends on all sides to terminate the debate. 
We have now only four days left for the transac- 
tion of the public business, and unless this desulto- 
ry debate is speedily closed, we must of necessity 
adjourn without any action being had upon many 
of the most important bills. These after-dinner 
speeches are usually spun out to an, interminable 
length, covering the whole field of general politics, 
and, however interesting they may be te the galle- 
ries, are of very little use in enabling us to com- 
prehend thesubject upon which we are required to 
vote. The committee charged with the subject, 
have reported a bill appropriating the sum of 
$1,425,000 as necessary for the naval ‘service dur- 
ing the present year. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetls [Mr. SALTONSTALL] proposes to increase 
that apprepriation to $2,400,000. This question 
is now fully understood by every man on this floor, 
and no doubt each member has made up bis judg- 
ment as to the manner in which he will vote. 
Why, then, consume the important time of the 
House in useless debatc? No one here has atlacked 
the navy, and yet we have been compelled to sit 
for hours, and listen to bombastic eulogies upon 
our naval heroes, the importance of keeping up 
the navy, and the probability of a war with Great 
Britain. Genilemen have displayed as much zeal 


and eloquence as though we were about to make . 


an appeal to the God of battle. There are times 
(said Mr. W.) when I could perhaps listen pa- 
tiently to this windy declamation, but now, at the 
close of the session, when our table is loaded down 
with important business, I confess I have no. taste 
for such speeches. 

We are all, said Mr. W. the friends ef the navy. 
We all regard it as the right arm of our national 
deferce—the arm upon which we must mainly rely 
if at any time we should unfortunately be involved 
in a war with a foreign country; and we are willing 
to do every thing in our power to preserve and 
maintain the dignity and importance of that navy. 
We would have it sufficiently strong and powerful 
to preserve untarnished the honor and integrity of 
the Reyublic. We are in favor of its gradual ad- 
vancement, bnt we do not believe that itis expedi- 
ent in a time of profound peace, to involve the 
Government in debt for the purpose of increasing it. 
Before we make large and liberal appropriations of 
the public money, we should look at our resources, 
examine the condition of the Treasury and see 
whether we have the means to accomplish the 
object. My colleague, said he, over the 
way, [Mr. Mason,] has told us that the 
Treasury is bankrupt—that we have no money 
ai all to carry on the Government, and very 
litle credit; and yet, sir, we find him and 
others, who have expressed similar opinions, zea- 
luusly advocatisg the anendaent to increase the 
appropriation in this bill five hundred and seventy- 
five thousand dollars over the estimates cf the Se- 
cretary of the Navy and of the Committee of 
Ways and Means! You have told us, said he, that 
the Government was already deeply involved in 
debt; and, instead of devising some plan to relieve 
it from its embarrassments, you propose to plunge 
it still farther in debt! Is this the course that pra- 
dent men would pursue in the management of their 
own offairs? If your navy requires an increase, 
next year, when you come to revise your tariff 
laws, let them be revised with an eye to such in- 
crease; but let us now, when our resources are ex- 
hausted, confine the appropriations to what the Se- 
cretary has deemed necessary. Our vessels are 
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now found upon every sea, and the stars and 
the stripes have sufficient power to protect our 
commerce, wherever it.may be found. It certainly 
is not the policy of this Government to keep up a 
large and splendid navy in a time of peace. | 
But, said Mr. W. my colleague [Mr. Mason] 
has toid the committee that our navy wasin a “‘ru- 
inous and ditepidated condition;” that the present 
and preceding Administrations had most shameful- 
ly neglected it. Sir, said Mr. W. my colleague is 
mistaken; he oughtio have examined into the facis 
before he made this sweeping declaration. I have 
evidence before me which I trust will satisfy even 
my colleague that bis assertions are unfounded in 
truth.. In 1829, when General Jackson came inio 
power, our naval force in comission consisted 
of— 


One ship of the line - - - 74 guns. 
Three frigates, first class - - 44 guns. 
Nine sloops, second class - - 18 guns. 


The whole number of men in active service at 
this period was 3,875. Now, let us sce how it 
stands in 1841, and then we can readily determine 
with how much truth the charge has been made 
against the present and preceding Administrations, 
of neglecting this imporiant branch of the public 
service, and suffering it to fall into “ruin and di- 


lapidation.”. The whole naval force in commis- 

sion at this time is as follows: 
One ship of the line, 74 guns. 
Three frigates, first class, 44 “ 
Two frigates, second class, 36 “ 
Eight sloops, first class, 20 “ 
Five sloops of the third class, 16 “ 
Three brigs, 10 « 


Six schooners. 

The whole number of men. in actual service in 
1841, is set down at 6000, or nearly double tke 
number employed in 1829. In addition to this, 
the marine corps was, ın 1834, increased from 750 
to 1,000. Liberal appropriations have been made 
every year to the improvement of navy yards, 
the construction of dry docks, wharves, ship houses, 
the purchase of ordnance, naval stores, &c, &c. 
Besides all this, the report of the Secretary shows 
that arrangements have been made, which will 
enable the Government, at a very short notice, 
should the situation of the country demand it, to 
put in commission— 

15 Ships of the line. 
18 Frigates. 
15 Sloops of war. 
9 Steamers. 
9 Brigs and Schooners. 

The materials for these vessels are being. pre- 
pared, and whenever a war is apprehended, they 
can, in a very short time, be put upon the ocean. 
In a few months a naval force could be set in mo- 
tion, amply sufficient to defend the American flag, 
wherever it may be assailed. In the face of the 
facts which have been given, gentlemen of the other 


party ask loo much, when they require us to be- . 


lieve that the navy isina “ruinous and dilapida- 
ted condition.” No, sir; the charge is untrue. The 
navy has not been neglected, but, on the contrary, 
has been gradually increasiag; and gentlemen wiil 
see, if we are involved in a. war, another exhibition 
of that daring intrepidity and unflinching courage, 
which characterized the American tars in 1812. 
Your navy has yet many a gallant hero, who would 
willingly throw himself in as a shield between his 
country and dishonor, The “ruin and dilapida- 
tion” about which we heard so much on yesterday, 
will be found to exist no where, bat in the heated 
imaginations of vindictive partisans. 


I will not (said Mr. W.) undertake to as- 
cribe motives to gentlemen of the Whig par- 
ty, for the course they are now pursuing; 
but this much I say, that their constant efforts to 
extend the appropriations beyond the estimates 
show conclusively thatthey have abandoned ail 
their notions about economy, and that so far from 
reducing the expenditures of the Government, (as 
they promised before the election,) they intend to 
increase them. Prior to the late Presidential elec- 
tion, yon harangued the people abont the expenses 


of the Government, and no doubt, induced many ` 


honest mea, who did not understand your propen- 
sity, to believe that the present Administration bad 


squandered the public money. Now, it is said we 
have been “parsimonious” and “‘mean;” that we 
have neg'ected the navy and suffered it to fa'l into 
a “dilapidated condition.” ‘These charges are. now 
made for the purpose of justifying you, if possible, 
in the large apprepriations you intend to make. 
You say you do not ask a tariff for protection, but 
you will take care to extend the appropriations to 
an amount sufficient to make it necessary to keep 
up a high tariff in order to defray the expenses of 
the Government. When a large national debt is 
saddicd upon the people, cr when they are op- 
pressed and crushed to the earth by an onerous 
tariff, the impolicy of the course you are 
now pursuing will be made manifest—then 
your constituents will ask whether this is 
the reform you promised them before they en- 
trusted you with power. When you shall have 
inereased the expenditures to forty millions the 
friends of economy will find how much they have 
made by placing your party at the head of the Go- 
vernment. Two years will be amply sufficient to 
expose your shallow trickery. Bat (said Mr. W.) 
I do not wish to say any thing to provoke farther 
discussion, My only object in rising was to cor- 
rect the gross errors of some of the gentlemen who 
preceded me in relation to the present condition of 
the navy, and to invoke all parties to suffer the 
debate toclose, and the vote to be taken. The party 
discussions which interfere so muck with the busi- 
ness of this House, ought to be dropped for the 
iemainder of the session. In oiher words, let es 
quit talking, and spend the balance of our timein 
voting. 


SPEECH OF MR. THOMPSON, 
OF MISS SSIPP =‘. ; 
In the House of Representatives, January 23, 1841 — 
On the Treasury Note bill. * à 

Mr. THOMPSON rose and taid: i 

Mr. Caaraman: I have contented myself, hereto- 
fore, with giving a silent vote, for the most part, 
on all the questions whizh have been brought up 
for the consideration of this House; nor would J, 
on the present occasion, deviate from that line of 
conduct, but that questions were involved in this 
discussion deeply affecting the interests and wel- 
fare of my const.tuents. 
organization of this House—the blindness, deaf- 
ness, and stubbornness it engenders; I know the 
impotence of argument and the futility of reason 
and princip!e here; but my cons‘ituents do not; and 
they expect me, frankly and openly, to meet these 
various questions and maintain their interests. I 
yield not with the view of exhibiting my poor 
powers, nor with the hope of winning pro-elytes to 
my views here; but that they may know, what 
course'duty required me to take on these gues- 
lions. 

The authorizing tse issue of five millions of 
Treasury notes has now become a subject, com- 
paratively, of misor imporience. Other great and 
absorbing questions are now before tie committee. 
Among these, are the preseat financial condition 
of the coun ry—iis future wants and its future 
income—involving the distribution and the ‘arf 
questions; and, also, the fidelity with which this 
Administration has carried out the great objects of 
tae Constitution. In my opinion, sr, the debate 
now progressing in this Howse is not very. anike 
that which is taking place at the o'her end of the 
Capitol, ona very dissimilar question, in which 
are involved every great leading principle which 
has divided the politicians of this country for the 
last quarter of a century. 

The bill before the committee (said Mr. T.) 
meets my approbation, and shail receive my sup- 
port, and I shall oppose all the substitutes which 
have been yet submitied. 

Tne Chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means [Mr. Jones] stated that the revenue of the 
Government was received very inegularly; that, 
owing to the credit allowed on customs during the 
first quatier of the year, the receipts of the Govern- 
ment were usually the smailest, and, during the 
same lime, its disbursements were tbe largest. 
This fact rendered it necessary, when the annual 
income of the Government was about equal to ils 
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annual expenditure, as was now the case, to make 
some provision to enable the Secretary. of the Trea- 
sury, on an emergency, when the current reve- 
nue was not sufficient to mezt the demands against 
the Government, to raie money to: save: the 
honor and credit of the United States. Dhat. this 
is the case during the first quarter of this year; ‘s 
a fact admitted on ali sides. Toe Secretary of the 
Treasury has repeatedly asked for a permanent 
law, to give full and free action to his. department; 
but this has not been granted, and hence the nece.- 
sity of this bill as a temporary law. But the gen- 
teman from New York (Mr. BARNARD] proposes 
a plan to obviate this difficulty, to which I dissent 
altogether; and that is, to keep five millions of 
dollars always in the Treasury, and. that the honor 
of the Government is not safe without it... Sir, I 
would be willing (said Mr. T.) if it were at all 
practicable, that the Treasurer of the United 
States, at the close of cach day, should strike a 
balance between the. debits and ‘credits upon his 
books. I prefer for him to strain a point to make 
the ends meet, rather than to Juxuriate in. plenty, 
and never apprehend want. I feel unwilling for 
any set of public officers to hold the money of this 
Government when there is no probability that, at 
any early day, it will be dem«nded. Tat feeling 
alone will constitute: their strongest. temptation to 
mismanagement and corruption., = -0,0 ses 

The necessity of raising. money. to meet the.exi- 
gencies of this quarler-being admitted, what is: the 
proper mode of affording reliet?. By a loan, or in 
the manner proposed? 

Ail who have addressed the committee on either 
side admit the power of Congress, under the Con- 
stitution, to awherize the issue of bonds, scrip, or 
promissory notes, asa means of raising money, ex- 
cept the honorable gentleman from S uth Caroli- 
na, (Mr. Tuemeson.] And he, with a singular air 
of tiiumph, asserts that his argument as to the 
constitationalily of Treasury notes, delivered dur- 
ing a preceding Congress, has never been success- 
fally answered. 

Sır, (said Mr. T.) it is not my object to answer 
the argument of the gentleman; but it is my intea- 
tion to examine this question to a. sufficient extent 
to satisfy my own mind. The Constitution being, 
Re power of attorney under which we act, and a 
“strict and uniform adherence to its provisions being 
our only ark of safety, every argument which takes. 
its rise from that sacred instrament commands my 
respect. And when that hoar shallarrive that con- 
sigas to neglect and contempt constitutional argu- 
ments, they, indeed, are the days of the Republic 
numbered. : LEE 

No provision in the Constitution is more explicit 
than the power to borrow, money; yet, ‘to exercise 
this grant. when the income of the Government 
was amply sufficieat to meet its demands, would 
be a gross and palpable infraction of the genius 
and spirit of that instrament. It is the lime, the 
occasion, the emergency, that throws around -the 
act the manile of truch, and honor, and justice; and 
proprieiy. Now, there is an immediate, bat tem- 
porary, want of money; and to raise that money, 
we must issus some evidence of indebtedness. 
We may cituer issue bonds or scrip, with interest, 
payable annually, semi-annually, or qaarierly, re- 
imbursable at the end of a term of years, or at 
will; or we may issue our promissory potes, bear- 
ing interest to a certain day, and no Jonger: We 
may make them boch receivable in paymentof pab- 
lie dues, and, being once received or redeemed, 
they both die ipso fucto. Toe only difference. con- 
sis’s in th: different channels in- waich. they 
will move, after leaving the hands. of the Trea- 
surer, In the one case, bonds sate. issued— 
they become stock; the capitalist, broker, and stock- 
jobber rush to obtain them... No’sooner are they 
possessed, than they become the basis of exchange, 
and soen fied ther way abroad; snd, as the hoid- 
ets will prefer that their bonds should not be paid, 
no desire will be felt, snd no effort will be made, 
by Congress to make an early provision for their 


redemption, and thus a permanent debt wilh grow 
up insensibly. Whereas, in the case of Treasury 
notes, ibey we issued in smali sums; they bear. in- 
terest.only for a certain time; they are unsuitedto 
permanent investment; and here a little and there 
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Blithe will be taken. And if they should collaté-. 
rally be used asa remittance from State to State, 
- orasa means of discharging debts between citizen and 
citizen, this is not a less acceptable service to me, 
than to be used a3 a remittanc: between capitalists at 
homie and-abroad. But they are continually knock- 
ing at your doot for redemption, and create, of ne- 
cessity, only atemporary indebtedness. ; 

Bat, it is‘said, they are ‘bills of credit” Well, 
sir, what isa bill of credit? In the case of Craig 
‘vs: the State of Missouri, which has ever been 
considered as deciding leading points on this sub- 
ject, Chief Justice Marshall defines a bill of credit 
to'be “a paper issued by the sovereign authority, 
and-intended ‘to circulate as mone.” This inten- 
tion is to be gathered from the face of the act and 
the phraceology of the bill. The act under dis- 
cussion, the debate, the canceiling of these notes, 
and not r:issuing them when returned, all show the 
intent to be to raise money, and notto form a cir- 
culating medium: Thus, all the argument based 
upon their being bills of credit falls to the ground, 
But, even if you consider them bills of credit, it 
appears, by a note in vol. 3 of Madison’s Papers, 
that the power to issue bills of credit was stricken 
out of the Constitution, because. it was thought 
useless, as conferring no new power. By remain- 
ing in, it might Jead to an improper use of them, 
and serve “as a pretext for a paper currency.” 

The question of constitutionality and necessity 
being conceded, the only additional inquiry re- 
mains: Is the sum of five millions sufficient? 

It is pefectly apparent, from the remarks of the 
gentlemen who have preceded me on the opposite 
side ‘of this question, that an extra session of Con- 
gress has been determined upon in their party coun- 
cils, and it is necessary to keep this fact steadily: in 
view, to understand their remarks, and to appreciate 
aright theirsingular views and differing calculations. 
Truth, sir, said Mr. T. is the basis of all excellence; 
and the unbilassed mind will follow on in whatsc- 
ever paths may direct its footsteps. But here a 
certain cunclusion is assumed, a certain purpose 
must be carried into exscution, and, of course, 
there mnst be a due adaptation of the reasoning. 
The jJawyer assumes that the cause of his client is 
just, and directs ‘the energies of his mind to the 
elucidation of the grounds of its propriety and jnstice. 
Every fact that interposes and militates against his 
purpose is either rejected, or so colored as to de- 
stroy its force upon the minds of others. This is 
the great source of sophistry and false reasoning. 
It is in this way alone, we can account for the 
amazing difference in sentiment, opinion, and prin- 
ciple among mankind. Oar feelings, our desires, 
our interests, control our reasonings and aur judg 
ments. Sir, said Mr. T. to my mind my friend 
from South Carolina (Mr. Ruwer) bas demonstrat- 
ed, with great force and clearness, that neither a 
new tariff nor a loan is called for by the ex.gencies 
of the Government; and that the sum specified in the 
bill would afford ample relief to the Treasury of the 
nation. And, from the examination. which I have 
given these subjects, aided by the sugges'ions of the 
best informed m'nds as to the necessary expendi- 
tare of the current year, I am free to admit, that, 
had the Administraion been successful before the 
people, 3,000,000 would have been the ultimatum 
to which I would have gone in the present instance, 
But, in providing ways and means for an opposing 

party, I shall adopt such a course as to cutoff all 
jast grvund of complaint; and, for all mal-admin's- 
tration, I shall hold them responsible. 

Ihave been not a little amused at the mathemati- 
eal talent which has been exhibited in this debate. 
The gentleman from New York (Mr. Barnarp] 
leads off wuh the most extensive and varied calcu- 
lations, showing not only what will be expended, 
but what ought to be expended, in the year 741; 
and at length concludes, that the probable deGcii 
in the Treasury, at the termination of the year, will 
be seven anda half mitlions. He is followed by 
the gentleman from Maine [Wr. Evans] whose 
learning and ability are acknowledged on ali sides of 
this: House.. He differs very widely in his esti- 
mates. He joins no issue with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, as to the: probable amount of receipts for 
the current year; but prefers rather to admii their 
correctness, and, if -the appropriations should not 
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exceed the estimates, or even the expenditures of 
the last year, the means in the Treasury, with the 


proposed relief, will be sufficient to meet the “cur-- 


rent demands. But he objects to what he ealls the 
miserable parsimony of ‘the Secretary; and, in a 
bold,- manly manner, he admits that it has ever 
been his rule of conduct to vote for the largest ap- 
propriations on every subject, for he viewed that 
as the best policy. Then came the genilemen 
from Tennessee [Mr. Butt} who developed a 
wonderful talent for figures. In early life he must 
have outstripped all others in this branch of study. 
He considers them all wrong. He enters into the 
calculation, and soon the answer is presented: The 
deficit at the end of the current year must be, he 
asserts, ten or twelve millions; but more probably 
fifteen millions. 

Sir (said Mr.T.) Ihave been amused at these 
calculations; for, however much they differ in 
the rationale, yet all agree in the result—an extra 
session of Congress will be necessary. It is not 
required of me, at this stage of the debate, to 
make out an estimate for myself. I am neither 
prepared or willing todo so. Now, sir, the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Bett] has commanded 
my respect and regard since I have been honored: 
with his acquaintance; but, in this instance, the mo- 
tive, the guiding principle, the quo animo, was too 
apparent not to be perceptible to the most negli- 
gent observer. Men’s desires, in a great degree, 
control their reasoning; and the gentleman himself 
has furnished me with an apt illustration of the prin- 
ciple. In the spring of 1837, just before Mr. Van 
Buren was inaugurated, when the fortification bill 
was before this House, that gentleman propo:ed an 
amendment, which provided that the balance in 
the Treasury at the end of that year should be de- 
posited with the States, in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the actof 1836, usually called the depo- 
site act. In his speech on that occasion, he is re- 
ported in the Register of Debates to have said: 
“Ail must admit, not only that there will be a sur- 
plus, but that it will be a very large one; and the 
question is now presented, and must be decided by 
the vote which we are about to take, whether the 
Jif.een or twen'y millions in the Treasury, over and 
above the demands of the public service, will be 
more secure when deposited with and distributed 
among the several States of the Union, or in the 
Stute banks.” Now, sir, (said Mr. T.) it is a 
matter of history, that, at the end of that year, not 
only was there no surplus, but, during the year, the 
President of the United States was under the pain- 
ful necessity of calling together the members of 
Congress, at great expense and trouble, to devise 
the necessary ways and means to meet the ordina- 
ty expenses of the Government. Then, however, 
the gentleman’s calculation was, that there would 
b> a surplus of 15 or 20,000,000 in the Treasury; 
now his caleulation is, that there will be a deficit 
of 10 to 15,060,000. Taen his desire was to make 
out the jargest possible surplus; now his desire 
is to make oat the largest possible deficit. Then 
he came with 15 or 20 millions of the truth; now, 
I suppose, he will come within 10 or 15 millions 
of the trath: which will show a considerable im- 
provement on his partin the sciencs of figures. 

It is in vain (said Mr. T ) to try longer to de- 
Stroy the confidence of this House in the integrity 
and fair dealing of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
The more his statements are attacked, the more 
impregnable they appear. Discusion and investi- 
gation, as they shed light upon these subjects, de- 
monsirate the more clearly the justness and pro- 
priety of his estimates. This circumstarce, alone, 
has great weight in my mind. Last year was an 
extraordinary commercial year. It was evident 
that the country was poorly supplied with goods, 
and reasonable expectations were formed that the 
imports for the year would be large; but the singu- 
jar and uncommen fact occurred, thut the exports 
exceedes the imporis more than 264 millions. 
Yet the estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury 
came within about two millions of the amount ac- 
tually realized. 

Sir, (said Mr. T.) these calculations must all 
prove uncertain. To man is not given the power 
of foreseeing events. He cannot tell what a day, 
or an hour, may bring forth. At seed time, the 


farmereannot decide upon the extent of his har- 
vest. Norin the blossom can we determine the 
abundance of the fruit. Nor can the financier fore- ` 
tell, with certainty, the per annum receipts from 
impost duties. They are uncertain, and must be so 
from their very nature; they depend upon the wind 
and the wave, the caprices of soci:ty, the mutations 
of trade, the fluctuations of commerce, and the 
intercourse of nations. But the Secretary bases 
his estimates, F learn, from information derived 
from the revenue cfficers scattered all over the 
face of this continent, and, therefore, is more en- 
titled to credit for his conclusions than a member 
on this floor, who has not the facts en which his 
judgment may act; and, therefore, gentlemen must 


| not consider me as calling in question their mathe- 


matical talent by adhering to the estimates made 

by the Secretary of the Treasury. Then the ac- 

count will stand thus: . . 

The receipts from every source of public revenue 
will make the whole means for the year 1841, 

3 $24,723,473 

The whole expenditure, including the à 
funded debt for the cities o” this 
District, and the redemption cf out- 
standing Treasury notes, for the 


year 1841, will be - - - 23,899,200 
Balance in the Treasury, at the end of 

1841, after all payments whatever 

are made - - - =. $824 273 


This is the estimate of the Secretary of the 
Treasury; I attach more faith and credit to it than 
any other calculation I have seen. Bat can gen- 
tlemen of ihe opposing party have the least possi- 
ble pretext for complaint, when we propose by this 
bill to give them the power to raise five additional 
millions. Justice forbid: a murmur, and fairness 
and candor could ask no more at the hands of un- 
bounded liberality. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Barwarp] 
enters into a formal. and serious eomplaiat against 
this Administration for endeavoring to cut down 
the expenditures. He asserts your public works 
are suspended; your fortifications are neglected; 
your harbors, and roads and canals, which have 
been auspiciously commenced, are now going to 
ruin for the want of appropriations of public 
money; and, to my surprise, he was followed by the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr, BELL] in the same 
vein. He accuses the Democratic party of being 
guided by a spirit of mean “parsimony.” Sir, 
(said Mr. T.) are we in the same House? Is this 
the same body that met here in council twelve 
months ago? Is the present or the past alla dream? 
The profl:gacy, extravagance, and wastefulness of 
this Administration, are still ringing in my ears: 
th:se walls have scarcely ceased to reverberate the 
sound. But now, how changed! It is now guilty 
of a mean “parsimony.” Three months ago, the 
cry of prodigal expenditure was echoed from one 
end of the nation to the other. It was the charge, 
above all others, relied upon to prostrate the pre- 
sent Executive before the people. But being de. 
feated, even before he Jays down his brief authority, 
the same lips turn upon him, and accuse him of a 
mean “parsimony.” {wiil not say, consistency, 
thou arta jewel! But I will say, oh, shame! where 
is thy blush? Wilt the American people endorse 
all this? No, sir; they will not—they cannot. 
When they find they have been deceived, they will 
spurn those arts by which it has been effected. 

Sir, before my constituents (said Mr. T.) I ad- 
mitted that the expenditures of the Government 
were too large, and accounted for them on the 
ground that too much money had been collected 
from the people; for if Congress found the money 
in the Treasury, they would assure iy spend 
it—they would not leave. it in the hands of the 
officers of the Government. And however strong 
their principles of economy might be, and however 
much the Executive might inculcate the doctrine of 
a cheap Government, yet the members of Con- 
gress would not withstand the seductions of an 
overflowing Treasury, and the true Way to treat 
the Government was to adopt the practice of the 
provident parent towards the profligate youth. at 
college—to cut off the supplies. Now, sit, the 
supplies have been cut down, in pursuance of the 
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revenue laws which were enacted Jong before 
this Administration came into power. For the last 
` four years, the taxes upon the people have been 
tendered lighter and lighter; your revenue has been 
gradually diminishing, and they are stiil in the pro- 
cess.of further diminution. Tnese circumstances 
required retrenchment. At this time, no surplus 
money is found in your Treasury! Shall we blame 
the Secretary? Surely not; justice and candor for- 
bid it. On the coritrary, he deserves the highest 
compliment, the gratitude of every patriot, in de- 
vising the means of curtailing the expenditures to 
keep pace with the diminution of the revenue of 
the Government, without permitting any great in- 
terest materially to suffer. : 

But, sir, there is anocher word which has been 
rung through all the changes. The cry was first 
raised within tbese walls; the winds caught up the 
sound, and bore it along over every hill aad every 
valley, over every city, village, and neighborhood, 
throughout this vast Republic, Upon every party 
pennant which was flung to the breeze, was writ- 


ten, in bold and conspicuous letters, this word of | 


. magic power. It was repeated by day and by 
night, in the bustling crowd and in the social circle 
— “reform! reform!” And, sir, what was the 
meaning of ali this? Among my constituents, it 
assuredly meant the spending of less money. The 
people, it was asserted, had been unnecessarily 
taxed, to pamper and feed the office holder; the Pre- 
sident was representel as living ia  princeiy 
pomp and splendor; and change was demanded. 
Well, sir, that change has been granted by the 
people. What now is the meaning of the word 
“reform” . The honorable gentlemen who have 
preceded me, are leading and conspicuous mem- 
bers of the triumphant party, and they have 
given us their definition. Now they call this 
Administration “niggardly;” straining every nerve 
to avoid expense; and that your public works are 
rapidly going to decay. Now reform means a 
liberal expenditure of the public money, the build- 
ing up of forts, the cleaning out of harbors, the 
constructing of roads and canals. If this ba its 
meaning, then have the people indeed been de- 
ceived. Thete things, forthe most part, are re- 
jected and forbidden by tne well known opinions of 
my constituents, by the Constitution itself, and by 
my own convictions of expediency. 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. Barnarp} 
complains of the Democratic party for their refusal 
to act upon private claims; thus „enlarging the 
necessary expenses of the current year. This 
charge is gratuitous and unjust. I have seen no 
party action since I have been a member of this 
House, on private claims. I speak for myseif, 
when Í say that few have been more punetual than 
royself in attending to this branch of our legislative 
duties. Some few of my constituents are interested, 
and I have felt eager and anxious to reach and act 
upon their cases. But the inference that the 
Democratic party were opposed to every private 
claim, would impel. us to the conclusion that the 
Whig party favored and advocated every private 
claim.. And, take either horn of the dilemma, and 
the whole would seem tobe ridiculous. 

But another charge of the gentlemanof New 
York, [Mr. Barnanp.] which struck my mind 
with surprise and astonishment—he asserts that 
the furniture of the President's house is “unfit even 
for a private gentleman;” and that it should be scld 
out and other furniture purchased. That tbis cen- 
stitutes an additional necessary charge upon 1841. 
Has it come to this? Are the services of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. OGLE] so soon 
to be forgotten? Is this the treatment he is to re- 
ceive at the hands of friends, who claim to 


be of the “more decent” order? That gentieman’s. 


speech was sent, during the last summer, into every 
corner of the State of Mississippi. It described 
the furniture as regal, princely, extravagant! The 
drivelling politicians were repeating it at every 
tavern and cross roads; and it was held up as as- 
tonishing, that a Democrat should be permitted to 
live in such pomp and splendor! Now, however, 
a change has come, a different order of things pre- 
vails. General Harrison is called by the people 
from his log cabin to the White House, and the cry 
js raised, the furniture is unfit for such a man! 
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Will not the country hold the Whig party respon- 
sibie for the uahallowed stories which have been 
circulated abroad? And, if the furniture is to be 
sold, I ask, will not a sufficient amount be realized 
from the sale to replace’ the seme? Other Presi- 


‘dents have been content wita the furniture; and 


will the President elect feel himself dishonored by 
its use? I wish the country to know these facts. 
I shall be content with their decision. 


Bat still another charge upon 1841, as made out 
by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Barnarp;} 
aud the “niggardly” Democrats are to be saddied 
with its postponement heretofoie. They have re- 
fused to do justice, because, in doing so, money 
was required. I ajlede io the claims of the Choc- 
taws for lands of which they have been deprived 
by this Government. ‘These Choctaws live within 
the State of Mississippi. Their petitions have res 
ceived my special attention; and [ am truly grati- 
fied that the gentleman bas introduced this subject, 
as a matter of complaint against the Democratic 
portion of this House, as it will afford me an op- 
portunity of bringing to the notice of this commit- 
tee the present condition of these claims. 


By the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, made 
with the Caoctaws in 1830, it is provided, in the 
14th artic'e,taat those Indians who desired to remain 
in the State of Mississippi should be entitled to cer- 
tain land, by signifying their intention to the agent 
appointed for that purpose. This agent failed 
faithfully to discharge his duties, and consequently 
the Government sold the lands to which they were 
entitled, and they were driven from their homes, 
Thesz Indians are still in the State of Mississippi, 
and are insisting upon a due compensation for the 
injuries they have sustained. In 1837, Congress 
anthorized a board of commissioners to collect the 
testimony in these cases. hat board continved 
in existence till the 1st day of August, 1838, 
These commissioners were unable to complete 
their undertaking. At the succeeding session of 
Congress, unsuccessful efforts were made to revive 
the commission. Assoonas I took my seat on 
this floor, I called the attention of this House to 
this subject: and some time before the close of the 
Jast session, the chairman of the Committee on In- 
dians Affairs informed me he was prepared to re- 
porta bill. But, sir, he was unable to do so, and 
no action of Congress was had. At the very be- 
ginning of this session I introduced a bill, which 
will mete out ample justice to the miserable In- 
dians, who are in a stale of want and wretche!- 
ness; which Pill is now in the hands of the Com- 
mitiee on Indian Affairs. I hope for an carly re- 
port; and then I hope the gentleman will joia me 
in repairing this supposed breach of good faith. 
Justice to Mississippi, as well as to the claim- 
ants, demands early action. My pariy friends 
all around me have given me every assurance 
of their assistance. The departments, time afier 
time, have reported the facts and requested ac- 
tion. I blame no party for this delay: it has 
grown ovt of ihe manner in which we bave 
done business. Moreover, the claim here is not 
for money, but for land; and we have, as yet, a 
large.surplus on hand. But, Mr. Chairman, why 
dwell upon these top.cs of such minor momen? 
these pretexts to keep out of view the real design? 
These are but skirmishes on the outposts, to cover 
the main movements of the army. There is 
behind all. this another question, involving princi- 
ples of the first magnitude. Already has it appear- 
ed before this House as a party movement; and at 
the other end of the Capitol, a distinguished party 
leader, who speaks as one having authority, openly 
avowed it as a leading principle with the incoming 
Administration. I refer to the distibaticn of the 
revenue, arising from the sale of tre pabl-c lands 
among the Siates. This, I believe, is the true 
cause of the manifestation of a disposition toim- 
pose additional taxation upon the people. Į will 
not cloak my fears cn this subject. “This distribu- 
tion is but the beginning of a series of measures 
which, when carried into fall operation, will sub- 
vert the whole genius of our institutions. In mo- 
rals, it is the first step alone that cosis;—in politics, 
the importance of a principle depends upon the 
consequences to which it may lead. The present 


condition of the States constrains me to: fear 
succe s of that accursed measure. -` errs 

The gentleman from South Carolina. [Mr. 
Tompson] spoke of the publie lands as “a great 
electioneenng fand, to be used‘by the ambitious, 
aspiring politicians of this country. : He said; that 
it was true that they could not, like the Rowan 
Emperors, divide to each man his measure of cork 
bui they were able to do that which was equiva~- 
lent—give to each man his. quota of the public 
lands. There is another illustration, interwoven 
with the Roman history by the great master of hu- 
man passions, better suited to his purpose; for, on 
that day when the proud usurper of his country’s- 
freedom was laid prostrate in the dust, liberty 
would have triumphed, had not the fortunes 
of the hour been changed by the - proclamation 
of Cesar’s will, which assigned to every Ro 
man citizzn a piece of silver. This dividiog 
the money among the States is not to ‘be com- 
pared, in its influence, to your pre-emption ‘laws, 
your graduation of prices, or pour cession of public 
lands to the Siates in which they lie; it far outstrips 
them ail. 


When I first heard the saying of that distin- 
guished man, [Mr. RanpotrH } whose voice once 
struck terror into the bearts of loose constraction= 
ists, that the day would come when a gentleman 
would be considered out of order in this House to 
quote the Constitution, I viewed it as anidle prophe- 
cy. But, sir, I view it as such no longer. We 
have lived to see that day. I now feel its force oni 
this very question., Where, in the Constitaiion, I 
would ask, is found the power in Congress to raise 
money and divide it among the States? Icare not 
to be shown the specific grant, for we all know 
that isnot to be found. What is there in the ge- 
nins, the spirit, the nature of this Government, 
which clothes us with ihat important powe? Why 
then is this question to be dreaded? Because of the 
present condition of the States. ; 

Sir, in casting my eyes: over the twenty-six so- 
vereigniies which composed this. happy aad glori- 
ous Confederacy, and reflecting upon their present 
pecuniary embarrassments, I tremble for the honor 
of my country. Already their faith is pledged for 
the payment of about two hundred and forty-four 
million of dollars; and the annual interest ‘to be 
paid to foraigners, it more than twelve miliions of 
dellars. If the difficulty is now so greatto meet 
the interest, how will that difficulty be enhanced 
when the principal is to be paid. Does it never oc- 
cur to the minds of honorable membais, that poste- 
rity willinquire, what have we received for all this? 
Do they not discover in all this stock being held 
abroad, a fraitful source of fature jealousies and 
dissensions? Tne revenue derived from the public 
lands will fall far suortin meeting the demands 
upon the States. The residue must be supplied 
from taxation: Yes, sir, onerous and grinding di- 
rect taxaion; unless this Government lakes one 
step further, which will be an easy one; this being 
taken, to pledge the revenue arising from im- 
posts to pay this interest. That being done, this 
Government assumes the payment of the Siate 
debts indirectly, wh'n ail deny it the power to do 
so directly, ` 

The proposition to assume the debts of the S ates 
is not openly advocated by any respectable portion 
of either of the greai parties of this country. > Ail 
deny our constitutional power to pledge the faith ot 
this Governmeat for the payment of debis contract- 
ed in the execution of losat objects.. Bat, wonder- 
ful discovery this, that while we have not the pow» 
er to assume, we have the. power to place in the 
hands of the States the means of discharging their 
debts. 


Mr. Chairman, kingeraft and -priesteraft have 
had their day; witchcraft and brankeraft have lost 
their influence. A new era has dawned upon 
the world, and is, charaeter-zed by the craft of po- 
lideians; and-it is perceptible in nothing more 
ciearly than in this great political movement. It 
resolves itself into this; we cannot andertake, but 
ve can pay the debts of the States; and Ishall 
now endeavor [0 prove, that we have the same 
power to distribute among the States the revenue 
arising from our tariff laws, as we have- to dis: 


the 
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tribute the revenue arising from the sale of public 
lands. 
In the adoption of the articles of confedera- 
- tion by the original thirteen States, the first diffi- 
culty. which presented itself, was the waste. un- 
appropriated lands in the Western country. The 
State of Maryland. refased to ratify the articles 
of. confederation, until. there was a prospect of 
quieting that question. Shoulder to shoulder with 
her confederates; she had will nigh gone through 
the war of the Revolution, before. she had sanc- 
tioned. the articles of compact between the 
States. - In 1789, the Continental Congress urged 
upon ihe States, a liberal surrender of their waste 
lands, for the use and benefit of all the States. 
Oa the first day of March, 1781, New York patri- 
otically stepped forward and executed her deed of 
cession for all her waste territory west of a. desig- 


nated line, “for the use and benefit of such of the, 


United States as shall become members of the Fe- 
deral alliance of the said States, and ‘‘for no 
other use or purpose whatsoever;” and on the same 
day, the State of Maryland ratified the Articles of 
Confederation. On the first day of March, 1784, 
Virginia executed her deed of cession; Massacha- 
setts does the same, April the 19 h, 1785; and Con- 
necticut, September the 14:h, 1786. On the 4th of 
March, 1789, our present Constitution having been 
ratified by a sufficient number of the States, went 
into operation; and in that instrument is found this 


sectlon: 

. “Phe Congress shall have power to dispose of, and make all 
needful rules and regulations respecting the territory and other 
property belonging to the United States.” 


Is it not as clear and evident as language can 
make it, that the waste lands which are here refer- 
red to are recognised as the absolute property of 
the United States; and being the property of the 
United States, can it, er the money arising there- 
from, be disposed of, but for objects in which this 
Goverament, as separate and distinct from the re- 
spective State sovereigniies, are interested? It 
seems to me that the proposition is self-evident; 
and to prove it, by a regular process cf reasoning, 
would be as unnecessary asin mathematics to at- 
tempt to demonstrate the axiom, that the whole is 
equal to all its paris; it is such a truth, as all men’s 
minds should readily assent to it upon a naked 
sSjatement. 

But a common error has prevailed, that the Go- 
vernment! is a mere trustee of these Jands. That 
‘they were ceded to this Government merely for the 
purpose of, meeting the debts that then existed 
against it, and that these liabilities, having now 
been discharged, the States, in their individual ca- 
pacity, have a right to demand their respective 
shares of this public domain. Nothing cau be more 
unfounded or unjust. 

Let us recur, for one moment, to the causes 
which led to the adoption of our present happy 
form of Goveinment. The money power is the 
greatest in every Government. In England, for 
ages, Parliament possessed scarcely any otber effec- 
tive power than tu raise the necessary means of car- 
rying on the Government; and at that very time her 
people boasted of their freedom. Under the arti- 
eles of confederation, the common Treasury was 
supplied by each State, in proportion to the value 
of all land within the same surveyed for any per- 
son, This system was found ivoperative. The 
Federal alliance incurred debis, bat was not pos- 
sessed of the power of raising the necessary fnods 
to discharge them. Tae amount realized from the 
publie domaia under the Confederation was trifling. 
Hence the patriotic men of that day (and purer and 
wiser men never Lved in any aze or country) sought 
to enlarge the powers of the Federal alliance; and 
the Siates came forward aul surrendered to the 
General Government the power of laying impost 
duties. For what purpo e? To enable that Go- 
verament to pay. the debrs already ineuned, or to 
be incurred in future. Ta 1790, Congress passed 
an-act, entitled “An act makicg provisions for the 


debt of the United States,” in which they pledge | 


the faith of the United States, the revenue arising 
from customs, and the revenue from publie lands, 
for the redemption of the debts of the United 
States. ` ue > 

Now, sir, thote debts have been paid; and by the 
yery same process of reasoning by which you take 


the money derived from the saie of public lands, 


„and give tt a broad cast among the States, you can 


show that the proceeds from impost duties may be 
distributed. And, I repeat, commence this system, 
and ycu bury your Constitution. You do violence 
to its plain meaning, and letter, and intent. Many 
of the States are now hungering and thirsting for 
their share of the spoil. Their appetite is keen. 
Their local poliicians have loaded the States with 
grievous and foolish indebtedness, and they have 
not the nerve and fairness to face their consiituents 
and ask them to pay their debts. They are direct- 
ing the eyes of the people to Congress, to hide the 
the enormity of their own conduct. Let the States 
once feed uponit,and their voracious appetites 
will not be easily appeased. 

But, let it not be said that I distrust the honor or 
the patriotism of the States, or their ability to dis- 
charge all their liabilities. This Government is the 
work of theirown hands; they created it for their 
own mutual benefit and protection; they invested 
it with sufficient power to carry out the great lead- 
ing purposes of its creation. But onca admit the 
idea that any portion of the revenue of this Con- 
federacy can> be seized upon by the States, and 
used by them individually; once grant that the pro- 
perty of this Government, held by the States in 
their federative capacity, can be sold, and the mo- 
ney appropriated by them severally, and you de 
stroy all restriction upon the powers of this Go- 
vernment. The metes and bounds of the Con- 
stitution having once been broken down, they can 
never be erected again. If you can sell your ships 
of war, or the public lands which lie beyond the Mis- 
sissippi, end divide the money among te States, then 
there is no limitation upon the diseretion of Con- 
gress in the use of the public money. And, is it 
not easy to perceive how Siate politicians can can- 
vince their several constituents of the facility of 
this Government to 1ai:e money from impost du- 
ties? Direct taxation is an abomination in the sight 
of such men, because the people then know and 
mark every cent which is abstracted from their 
pockets by Government. This leads them into too 
close a scrutiny of their prodigal appropriations. 
Few men understand the gperation of our syste 
of taxation, and the people do no kaow how mach 
they pay for the support of the General Govern- 
ment. [tison this account that I dread the intro- 
duction of this principle. 

But, sir, there are other objections to this distri- 
bation. One of the Revolutionary principles was, 
that taxation and representation went hand in hand. 
This constitutes one of the main pillars on which 
our free institutions rest, This distribution wiil 
practically overthrow that prineple. By this, Con- 
gress will become the collectors of money—the 
State Legislatures will appropriate it. New, sir, 
the true meaning of the principle above referred to 
is, that every legislative body should collect the 
money which they spend. He who takes the re~- 
sponsibility of using the peopie’s money should 
also incur the responsibility of raising that money 
from the people. Sir, this distribution will be de- 
moralizing in its tendency, rninous in its practice, 
unjust in its operation, and will terminate ina vile, 
contemptible scramble, among politicians, for the 
spoils of this Government. 

Bat, Mr, Chairman, there is another ground for 
a large deficit inthe Treasury at the end of 41. It 
was slated by the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
Evans,] that be had no doubt that, during the sue- 


| ceeding, Administration, the (kird instalment would 


be paid te the States. 

{Elere Mr. Evans interposed, and said he kad 
stated no such thing] 

Mr. T. then said: It is unnecessary tobe so tech- 
nical. T mean the fourth instalment; and I cer- 
tainly could not have misunderstood the gentleman 
in that particular. Buta matters not. One of his 
oxa party, the gentleman from North Carolina, 
iMr. Srawnty] has brought forward a bill to pay 
this fourth instalment to the States. This amount 
is about nine millions. The money requisite to pay 
this sim is not now in the freasury, as it is admit- 
ted on-aill hands. It must be raised by taxation. 
Gentlemen may say that this Administration has 
squandered this money. I-will net go into that 
subject now. Enough for me to know, at present, 


that the money is notin the Treasury. And are 
we now to be taxed to raise this fourth instalment 
for the S:ates? In 1836 we bada large surplus 
collected from the people under a most iniquitous 
tariff. For the safety of the fund, we deposited 
twenty-eight millions of this su:plus with the 
States, with the pledge of the faith of ihe States 
that it shoald be returned whenever wanted by this 
Government. Now, itis alleged, we want the 
money; but instead of calling on the Svates for 
what they have already received, it is proposed to 
raise (for we must raise it before we can compass 
the object) nine millions of dollars, to be paid over 
to them. And why? Because, in 1836, we be- 
lieved we were able to deposite with them thirty- 
seven millions of dollars. This is sufficient to con- 
vince us of the-danger which besets our path in 
dealing out largesses to the States. 

It i: proper, before I leave this part of my sub- 
ject, to remark, in relation to the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Neser} that I am truly rejoiced to 
hear him denounce the distribution, And did I 
believe that the President elect would be guided 
by his counsels, and those of his friends who agree 
with him, I should be slow in taking any position 
in advaice, in opposition to the coming Ad- 
ministration: for that gentleman agrees with me in 
opposition to the distribution, internal improve- 
ment by this Government, 2 National Bank, and 
in opposing a protective tariff, though we may. dif- 
fer somewhat as to the amendment under discus- 
sion. Itis said, none are so blind as those who 
will not see, Is it not apparent to that gentleman? 
Do not the developments of every day in this House, 
at the other end of the Capitol, convince him that 
tbe hour is at hand when he is to be read out by-his 
party? One of two things is inevitable: either he 
is to deny his principles, or desert his party. And 
why, Task him, in alt kindness and sincerity of 
feeling, will he longer tarry and strengthen the 
hands of the adversaries of his principles? 

Having thus examined the real or supposed lja- 
biliti-s of the Treasury, it is now proper to go one 
step farther, and inquire into our resources. 

I again repeat, so that I may not- be misunder- 
stood, that, with the passage of this bill, the means 
of the Government will be amply adequate to meet 
all demands falling upon the y-ar °41, without 
changing or amending, in any the slightestest de- 
gree, the revenue laws of the country. 


The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. BeLL] 
spoke of the proposed graduation and pre-emption 
bills, as bills of revenue. I agree with the gentle- 
man; but little, if any, additional income was to be 
expected from their passage. I do not know, how- 
ever, thatthe friends of pre-emption placed their 
support of that billon any such basis. They be- 
lieve, ant 1 am sure I could not misunderstand 
their views, that ifs provisions are founded in jus- 
tice and sound policy; that it secures to the emi- 
grant his humble home, facilities and accelerates 
the settlement of your desert wastes, strengthens 
your frontier, devclopes the resources of your 
country, enhances the value of your public lands, 
and promotes the general gocd. 

I am aware, however, tbat some of my political 
friends have p'aced the graduation bill on the 
eround of a revenue bill. And from the results ia 
the Chickasaw nation, where this principle has been 
in operation, there is some just ground for sucha 
position; but the reduction of price, as proposed in 
this bill, is soslow, and the lands on which they 
would operate have been so long in market, and so 
thorongh!y culled, that I do not expect a large in- 
crease of revenue from the passage of this mea- 
sure. I base my advocacy of that bill cn other 
and higher ground. When this Western domain 
was ceded to the Federal Government, the thirteen 
original Slates agreed with themselves, and, of 
course, with the States then in fieri, to divide this 
territory into States of suitable dimensions, They 
agreed, furthermore, that, “whenever any of the 
said States shall have sixty thousand free inhabi- 
tants therein, such State shall be admitted, by its 
delegates, into the Congress of the United States, on 
an equal footing with the original States, in all re- 
spects whatever. 

And again: “That the States so formed shall: be 
distict republican States, and admitted members of 


Jan.. 1841. 
26TH Cong™ s 2ND SESS. 


the Federal Union—having the same rights of 
sovereignty, freedom, ahd independence, as the 
other States,”- 


-Here, sir, is the covenant. 


your compact. 
waited for their promised redemption. ‘The hour 
of deliverance like the ignis fatuus, seems to recede 
as we advance. -Is it not mockery to say that 
Mississippi is “sovereign, free, and independent,” 
on an. equal . footing “with the old States,” when 
. More ‘than one-third of her soil is held in manu 
mortua, on which she can levey no tax, and over 
which, without permission, she can ran no public 
Yoad? It requires no argument to illustrate my 
Meaning, The words themselves, interpreted by 
plain common sense, will lead every mind to the 
same Conclusion, that you have failed to do your- 
duty to the new S:ates. I know. we consented to 
this arrangement. But how was this.consent ex- 
torted from us. You „madeit the condition, the 
price of our admission to the enjoyment of our. ac- 
knowledged rights.. Well, sir, hitherto we have 
sabmitted without a murmur, Mississippi has not 
only abstained: froin taxing the public lands, but 
for five yearsafter these lands have been purchased 
by individuals, she has levied no tax upon, them; 
because this. Govetament being a. very kind land- 
lord, she has claimed this privilege for those who 
deal with her. These lands have been in. market 
ten, twenty, thirty years, and longer. No one has 
been found to give the price demanded. Time 
and again she has asked for the reduction of these 
prices. She desires to extinguish your title. If 
- your good lands are worth no more than one: dol- 
‘Jar anda quarter, it is idle to ask. the same for 
your refuse lands, But. pass your proposed distri- 
bation bill, and nothing but a. bold and.dec'sive 
assertion of our rights will wrest. these lands from 
your miserly grasp. In future, the inquiry will 
not bë how we may conduce to the seitlement of 
these lands, aad the strengthening of these States; 
bütin what way we can wring from these new 
States the last dollar. You must then have the 
pound of flesh; but take heed in that event, that 
"you ‘do not take the blood also. 

“The new States cn an equal footing with the 
old States!. No», sir. Our fathers of the original 
thirteen paid but a paltry pittance for their right of 
Soil; they received it, as usually expressed in the 
eld charters, from the “abundant grace” of the 
king; but we have been required to pay the Uiter- 
most farthing.’ 

“Mr. Lincoun said: Thé Indian titles to the 
while ‘of the lands’ of New England were extin- 
guised by the'contract of the’ settlers, “There was 
not an acre that was trod upon by the white man, 
bat’ what had been purchased. “Mr. LincoLN on- 
ly wished the genfleman to know that the people 
of New England purchased the fee simple of 
their lands by" treaty with the Indians, for whieh 
was paid the full value by that portion of our 
couniry.] 

Mr. T. resumed: I thank the gentleman for the 
information. Ali I ask for the people of the new 
States is, that they may be placed on some ground 
approaching the sane footing of the old States. If 
the Eastern people paid for “their lands the Indian 
price, which, in those days,. was a. mere triflle, 
surely they cannot complain of us, after..we have 
freely paid so. much more than the Indian price, 
when we ask you to reduce, to a reasonable rate, 

- the price of your refuse lands. 

--Butone remark of the gentleman ‘from Tennes- 
see [Mr. BELL] seemed to me to be unlike. himself, 
For him I have ever entertained the highest respect 
and defence; and he is’one of the last in this House 
of whom I would speak in terms of disparagement. 

` But I must be true to myself. In speaking of pre- 
emption and graduation, he said the advocates of 
these measures do not desire their. passage, bul 
prefer to keep them up as .clectioneering hobbies. 
This remark, when. applied to a larze and worthy 
portion of this House, is harsk; unjast, and, in my 
opinion, unjustifiable. But I-advocate thoss mea- 
sures. i th.nktheir passage is demanded by . every 
diciate of a sound and liberal poliey; -and, if> the 


gentleman intends to give his remarks x personal. 


1a 


I call upon you to o] 
‘keep your vows, redeem your pledges, abide by | 
‘Long, long have the new States . 


APPENDIX TO THE, CONGRESSIONAL. GLO. aE. 


Treasury Note Bill—Ur. Thompson, 


“application, I pronounce them false and slandé- ff 


rous. 

Bat the main source’ of revenue to this Govern- 
ment is derived from impost daties: and apropo- 
sition is now before us, to increase that revenue by 
levying an increased duty on silks, ‘wines, bleached 
and unbleached linens, e: which: is to meet the 


. deficiences in the Treasury which will be created . 


by the distribution of the income from Jands and 
the payment of the fourth instalment to the States. 

Tregret that this disturbing question- of tariff is 
again to be raised. There is no method yet de- 


-vised by man, by which the legislator can so adroit- 


ly thrast his hands into the pockets of his constitu- 
enis and steal away from them their substance, as 
is found in this system of taxation.. To tax a peo- 
ple under any circumstances, is by no meansa 
pleasing task. But under this ingenious device— 
this legislative legerdemain—you impose heavy 
burdens upon the people; you fill to overflowing 


your p2blic coffers, and strip them of. the profits of | 


their Jabor; and then turn, and, with apparent can- 
dor and fairness, attempt to flatter them into the bes 
lief, that it is for their good to submit to the tax; that 
they will prosper in business-:more when they pay, 
than when they do not pay, their duties. ‘Sir, there 
is no power in the Constitution which is more lia. 
ble to. abuse, ay, which has been more abused, 

than that simple. grant to lay and collect imposts. 

it operates secretly and deceptively. ‘The laborer 
and the planter. know not at tae end of- each 
year what amount they have. paid, for the support 
of Government; they dò nor perceive and mark, 
that when they buy. a pound of iron, or a bushel 
of. salt, ora yard of cloth, a portion of the con- 
sideration goes in to support Government; they 
do not perceive and mark, that the importing’ mer 

chant paid the duty, and added it to his bill as the 
original cost; that he makes a profit upon that duty, 
selling it to the wholesale merchants; that the va- 
rious hands through which the article may then 
pass, till itreaches the consumer, each .add their 
per centum; and thus he pays his tax to the 
Government with fourfold interest... Yet he knows 
ituot; Le submits to it cheeriully; and politicians 
are ever ready to impose it upon him. Its indi- 
rectness constitutes its charm. It is circuitous— 
felt in its results, but not seen-in its operation. The 
tax gatherer stands behind the curtain; and, though 
his exactions. may be heavy and oppressive, yet 
few understand, or undertake to trace, the ramifi- 
cations of trade; and room is ever left to the wily 
Representative to argue with his constituents that 
others, and not they, bear the burdens of this kind 
of taxation; or whatthey pay the Government with 
one hand is reimbursed into the other hand by :the 
operations of the system. 

Bat itis right and proper to deal fairly. and.can- 
didly with the people. Nearly a'l the States are 
involved in debt; and domestic. taxation is heavy 
now, with a fair prospect of an oppressive, if not 
ruinous increase. Will, then, the Federal Govern- 
ment be in haste to increase her taxation, and 
thereby aggravate the present unavoidable pecu- 
niary difficulties of the peopie of ths. States? 
Shall we, when no necessity is laid upon us, be in 
eager haste to impose additional taxes? Is it not 
best to let this tariff question alone till we can pot- 
sibly ascertain what shall be the salutary effects of 
the reform demanded by the people? 

In a Government embracing every. variety. of. ins 
terest, agricultural, commercial, and manufactur- 
ing, ike. ours, inherent difficulties. will always exist 
in fixing upon a proper and equal system of. taxa- 
tion. If all party distinctions could now be wiped 
out of the public mind as with a. sponge,. society 
would again immediately divide into tax-paying 
and tax- consuming parties, and interest, no doubt, 
would be the controlling principle. The North 
and the South, I fear, will never agree in. their 
financial policy. I hold that the following consti- 
tates the first principle of a sound politieal econo- 
my, on which all jast and equal legislation is based: 

Taat itis the duty of Government to: leave ca- 
pital free to seek its own investments; giving pro- 
tection and security to all—advantage to: none. 
Thus each'citizen will reap the reward of his own 
skill and industry, and envy not the success and 


prosperity of his neighbor. ‘Capital, in a free Go- | 


“verniient, “should bi 


| the duties upon imports.” 


undirected, by legis’ative e 
will séek'its own le rel; Ji 
it, to filla vacium:” & 

-With us ji the South, 
‘maxit, that’ the eXports of “the 


exporting Staple, had- just ‘as walk pay’ “the: 
upon the afticles for which their staple’ isexch 
ia going from home as id returning ints “Onn 
ports. - Twill endeavor to illustrate. © 

The ‘State of Mississippi produced, in the“year 
1839, as it appears by the ‘late census, 685,568 
bales of cotton; which, at ten cents pet pound, “Cand 
this I consider less than an average price,) is worth 
near twenty-seven and a half millions: of dollars. 
Bat it is due to remark here, that‘ there must be 
some mistake, either by the marshals. or their de- 
puties, in making out this amount. F am confi- 
dent that this i is too large’ an estimate; but, sir, I will 
suppose: that Mississippi was separated from ‘the 
Union, and stood, an independent Government. 1 
will suppose, for convenience, that her exports are 
worth twenty millions; ona. fair cirewlation, it is 
right to suppose that "she will import twenty mil- 
lions, ‘which is obtained as an exchange for her sta 
ple. The'ate of duties agreed upon in the ccm 
promise act is twenty per ‘gent, ad vatoren Sup- 
pose Mississippi imposed añ nädikeriminatin duty 
of twenty percent, as before stated, then 
receive, as a Government revenue, one-fifi 
whole imports; and the citizensof the Stat 
receive sixteen millions for their twenty millions of 
exporis.. This tax the people of Mississippi could 
the more cheerfully bear, as it would be expended, 
for the most part, in improving their rivers, incon- 
structing their pablic roads, and in educating their 
children. Witha revenue of four millions ‘per 
annum, in the course of ten years, with à prudent 
expenditure, Mississippi could not fail to bloom ‘as 
the garden of the world. But, sir, she is a member 
of this Confed:racy; she loves its institutions; and 
though its burdens fall heavily ` upon her, ‘thus far 
she‘submits qaietlyto ‘its exactions. ` Ff there be 
truth in this reasoning, and she ‘pay: hail 
of -what she appears to pay, how great: 
fices for the sake of the’ Union!” 
tion on this ffoor is so small-in nuinbe 
to be felt: When money ‘is ‘to be di 
scarcely receives a crumb that falis from your table, 
It is true, however; that many years ago; out of 
your great munificence; you erected a light-housé on 
the bluff at Natchez; but, sir, of so little conse- 
quence and atility is that favor, that it is seldom, if 
ever, lighted up by the citizens. If this réasotling 
be true, or even approaches. truth, -how.unjust,.and 
unequal, and impolitic, to - take the money -which 
arises from. the sale of ‘public ‘lands, ‘which: comes 
equally from all the people of the Union, divide-it 
among the States, ‘and: supply: the deficiency: ‘thus 
created’ | your Treatury, by this unéqual and bur- 
densome system of taxation. . It is our inability-to 
trace, to ascertain, ‘to define the extent of these ills, 
that makes the system tolerable. We submit; and 
it weuld be honorable for us to submit, only on: the 
principle that ‘ 

“He who is robbed, not wanting whati ig ‘stolen, 
Let him not know ithe’ s not robbed at all. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, said he, a great difference 
of opinion has ‘been expressed by those who have ` 
preceded me in, this, debate, as to the compromise 
act. Such were the peculiar and striking-cireum~ 
stances uhder which that..act became a Jawy. that 
I hope there is no portion of ..thisbody, or: of 
ihis country, who, would disregard . the, princi- 
ples. therein contained. Bat, .so- strange: ‘and so 
singular have been the construc ONS: placed upon 
that act, that it is butdge to my self that Lexptain 
to this House, and through this House to mycon- 
stituents, what interprelation i js to be placed’ on that 
act; what was its object, and: how we ought to meet 
this great question; which will soon be upon us. 

Previous to the passage `of that act, the Southern 
people were contending: and protesting against the 
principle. of pr ection. ‘They believe the lightest 
dutizs for the p yple would be those derived from 
taxes upon luxuries. On the other hand, the ta- 
rif pariy. not only advocated protection, but aver- 
red that the sudden overthrow of the system would 
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destroy expeciations, and prove ruinous to capiia- 
lists who” have made: investments in manufactur- 
ing establishments. Such was the condition of 
the country, when, in. the latter part of the year 
4832, the gallant State of South Carolina, ap- 
pealing to the genius..of our free institutions, so- 


lemnly vowed before. Heaven that she had sub- ` 


mitted to. the oppressive burdens of. that accursed 
system till submission ceased to be a virtue; and 
that a “passive acquiescence in its unjust exac- 
tions was no longer to be expected. This indepen- 
dent avowal presented an awful issue to the Con- 
gress and people.of the United States; either the 
protective system or our beloved country must 
fall. Congress met the crisis, and the compro- 
“mise act was passed. In that act, the South yielded 
much. They conceded to the continuance of the 
protective “principle till. the month of Jane, 1842; 
unwilling, by its sudden overthrow, to afford any 
ground of complaint to the manufacturers. They 
conceded to the admission of sundry articles of 
luxury into our ports free of duty; because the 
revenue arising from protected articles alone, un- 
der their first arrangement, was considered suffi- 
cient for an economical administration of the Go- 
vernment. And what were they to gain? Ist. 
That, after 1842, no duties were to be imposed, but 
with an eye single (o revenue; and that “such 
revenue as may be necessary to an economical ad- 
ministration of the Government.” 2d. No duty 
on any article shall exceed twenty per centum ad 
valorem. Jt is further provided in that act, that, 
in case of excess or deficiency of revenue before 
1842, the remedy shall be tö lower or raise the du- 
ties on articles which bear a less rate than twenty 
percent. ad valorem. This act has remained un- 
disturbed by any movemeat from any quarter, till 
we are now within less than eighteen months of its 
limit. And my determination now is, no act of 
- mine shail be such as to be tortured into a plea for 
the tariff men to refuse to carry out the principles 
of the compromise act. 

Some difference of opinion, however, exists 
‘among honorable members as to the necessity of a 
revisal of our revenue laws before 1842. Sir, said 
he, I contend that no one can read the act itself, the 

. Speeches which were delivered on the occasion by 
its prominent advocates, or understand the circum- 
stances of its passage, and not freely admit that the 
compromise act was merely preliminary; setting 
forth principles fand leavisg delails for future ad- 
justment, 

Section third of that act begins thus: 

“And be it further enacted, That, until the 30th day of 


June, 1842, the dutins imposed by existing laws, as modified by 
this act, shallremain and continue to be collected.” 


The residue of that section is taken up in set- 
ting forth the principles of all future acts on this 
subject. 

“Aad from and alter the day last aforesaid, all duties upon 
imports shall be collected in ready money, and all credits now 
allowed by law in the payments of duties shall be, and hereby 
are, abolished; and such duues shall be laid for the purpose of 
raising such revenue as may be necessary to an. economical ad. 
miniatration of the Government; and from and after the day last 
aforesaid, the duties required to be paid by law on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, shall. be. assessed upon the value 
thereof at the port where the Same shall be entered, under such 
regulations as may be prescribed by law.” _ 5 

A fair interpretation of this section inclines me 
to the adoption of the opinion expressed by my 
friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr,] on yes- 
terday, that, after the 30.h day of June, 1842, not 
a dollar could be collected from duties on imports, 
unless there was a re-enactment of the present ex- 
isting revenue laws or some other. i 

Bat to return to the act itself, The fifth section, 
after enumerating a long list of articles which shall 
be admitted to entry free from duty after the 30th 
day of Jane, 1842, thus concludes: 

“And all imports on which the first section of this act may 
Operate, and all articles now admitted to entry free from duty, 
or paying a less rate of duty than twenty per cent. ad valorem, 
bebra the said thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-two, from and after that day, may be admitted 


to entry, subject to such duty, not exceeding twenty per cent. 
ad valorem, as shall be provided for by law.” f 


And again: In the sixth section, power is reserved 
to guard. against. excess or deficiency of revenue 
till. the 30th of. June, 1842; leaving Congress to be 
guided after that date by. the principles contained 
in the third section, | 
_ From allthis, the inference to my mind is inevi- 
table, that the compromise act of 1833 was consi- 


` 
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dered as settling principles mefely, and contem- 
plated other legislation to fix the details. . 


"This conclusion is sirengthened greatly by the 


remarks which ‘were made by Mr. Cray and Mr. 
CaLnoun, who have ever been considered the high 


‘contracting parties’ on that occasion. A short ex- 
_tract from. the speeches of each will be sufficient 


to settle. that question. te i 
In the remarks made by. Mr. Cuay, when he in- 
troduced. this compromise act, we find. the follow- 
ing: 
“What was the principle whichhad always been contended 
for in this and in the other House? That, after the accymula- 
tion of capital and skill, the manufacturers wouldstand alone, 
unaided by the Government, in competition with the imported 
articles from any quarter. Now, give us time; cease all fluc- 
tuations and agitations for nine yeare, and the manufacturers 
in every: branch will sustain themselves against foreign compe- 
tition. If wecanseeour way clearly fornine years to come, 
we can safely leave to posterity to provide for the rest.” 


Again: Mr. CaLyoun on the same question re- 
marks: : ; 

“There may indeed, at the termination of the series, be a ques- 
tion raised likely to produce some excitement. He meant that 
of the distribution of the duties under the maximum rate of 
duty of twenty per cent. as fixed by tne bill. But he had ne fear 
that even then, with the light of our present experience, any will 
dare attempt to propose any distribution which shall not act 
with substantial justice between the great sections of the Union 
and the country.” 


Now, sir, it must be obvious that this question of 
tariff must soon bè met: The principles of the com- 
promise I trust will be held as sacred as the princi- 
ples of the Constitution. But I regret to see this 
attempt to‘interfere with that question at the pre- 
sent session. In the first place, there is no necessi- 
ty forit. In the second, we have not sufficient 
time to discuss and settle the details of a bill which 
I hope, when adopted, will prove perpetual. And, 
in the third place, the Democratic party, which ıs 
supposed to be in a majority in this House, (but 
certain indications on this subject, which I have 
lately observed, have led me to doubt that fact,) 
heing in a minority before the country, ought not 
to undertake, from adue regard to the popular 
will, as evinced in the late elections, to settle this 
great and vexed question. And, in the fourth 
place, an overflowing Treasury is the bane of 
economy. The iscoming administration has pro- 
mised reform, and a strailened revenue will be the 
surest guarantee for the faithful performance of 
that promise. Before we adjust this tariff ques- 
tion, it is but right and proper to wait till we ascer- 
tain how far reform and a “vigorous reduction” 
will diminish the expenses of the Government. 

Batif we must go into this question now, I have 
insuperable objections to the plan proposed. The 
Opposition raise the cry, tax articles of luxury; 
the poor people do not consume silks and wines, 
and therefore they will not feel a tax upon these 
articles. Gentlemen need expect to get no ad- 
vantage of me on this subject. Whenever it is pro- 
per to touch this subject, [ will go as far as he who 
goes farthest in taxing luxuries. That has ever 
been the favorite policy of my constituents. For 
every cent which they will agree to take off of an 
article of necessity, I will give them two on an ar- 
ticle of luxury. For every cent taken off of salt, I 
will give them two on silks; so that the humbug of 
the poor people shall not redound to the advantage of 
one side, at the cost of the other. 

Butof all.the articles, which are admitted free of 
duty, why are silks selected? Are not teas as much 
articles of luxury? From my observation, I con- 
sider that the poor people consume as much of the 
one as the other. If ten per cent. on silks alone 
will raise sufficient revenue to satisfy the wants of 
gentlemen, two or three per cent. on all articles of 
luxury now admitted free of duty would raise the 
same amount, and interfere less with the regular 
course of trade. This, it seems, is to be a shot 
aimed at France and French trade. And what has 
France done to justify this movement, this at- 
tempted punishment? What was the reason which 
led to the present admission of French silks, free of 
duty, into our ports? Mr. Clay, in his speech on 
this very compromise act, makes known the real 
motive. He says: 


“By the bill now proposed, the duty on French silks was pro- 
posed to be repealed, leaving the others untouched. He would 
frankly. state why he made this distinction. It had been a sub- 


. ject of anxious desire with him to see our comimerce with 


tance increased. France, though not so large a custemer in 
the great staple of our country. as Great Britain, was a great 
growing customer. He had been much struck with a fact ‘going 
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to prove this, which accidentally came to his knowledge, which 
was, that within the short period of fourteen years, the amount 
of consumption in France of the great Southern staple of cotton 
had been tripled.’ rr : 

Upon observing this remark, I was induced to 
refer to the statistical tables to-ascertain the effect 
of that law which went to the encouragement of 
French ‘commerce with this country; aud I was 
truly struck with the result.” The following table 
‘shows the quantity of cotton exported to France: 


Pounds. 
For the year ending 30h Sep. 1832 . 17,467,807 
Do, do. . do. 1833 . 75,119,894 
Do. do. do. 18314 . 78,080,047 
Do. < do. do. 1835 . 99,586,448 
Do. do. do. 1836 . 100,155,742 
Do. do. do. 1837 . 98,551,299 
Do. do. do. 1838 . 119,624 822 
Do. d do. 1839 . 89,109,737 


o. 
This table clearly shows a fulfilment of that Se- 
nator’s wishes. It shows, that as we have en- 
larged eur consumption of French silks, she has 
_enlatged her consumpticn of our cotton. E have’ 
carefully examined these ponderous tables of our 
exports to, and imports from, France, and the 
resulis are möst favorable to the principles of 
“free trade.” All commerce is but an exchange 
of the productions of one country for those of 
another, and unless we take French silks and 
French wines, she cannot and che will not take 
our cotion, The tendency of this measure will 
be, as I believe, to diminish the demand. for 
cotton; (for it must be remembered, that 
fifteen-sixteenths* of our whole exports to France 
consists of raw cotton;) to depress and injure its 
sale; and consequently, to affect seriously the in- 
terests of my constituents, Therefore I deprecate 
the passage of this proposed tariff on silks at this 
time. It aims a blow, without adequate necessity, 
at a good and profitable market for our staples. 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. Barnarp] 
joins issue with the President in a remark he makes 
at the opening of this session, that, during his 
administration, “the great purposes, for the attain- 
ment of which the Federal Government was insti- 
tuted, have not been lost sight of.” And, after 
enumerating a long list of objects which involve 
heavy expenditures of money, which have been 
withheld during this Administration, in all of which 
*we differ, toto calo, he concludes, that it is the dilly 
of this Government to regulate the State banks, 
and furnish to the people a sound uniform cur 
rency in the establishment of a National Bank, 
which has been neglected. On this subject history 
wih do justice to this Administration. Ia a moment 
of great pecuniary pressure and difficulty, when 
ruin and bankruptcy stared us in the face on every 
side, when the stoutest heart began to quail, and 
the firmest nerve to tremble, it met the crisis and 
restored the Constitution. It,would be a reproach 
to the wisdom of our ancestcts to suppose, that in 
the formation of our Constitution, they had been 
silent on the subject of the circulation of this Go- 
vernment, which iş the life-blood and soul of every 
society. They have not been silent. They say, 
‘Congress shall have power to coin money, regu. 
Jate the value thereof, and of foreign coin;” and, 
also, “no State shall coin money, or make any 
thing but gold and silver coin a tender in payment 
of debts.’ This is the sum and substance of all 
the power they deemed it safe to entrust into the 
hands of Congress over this delicate subject. They 
repudiated a National Bank when asked for in the 
convention, “as incompatible with the rights of the ` 
States and the liberties of the people.” They de- 
clare that all power not conferred by the Constitus 
tion on the General Government, is reserved to the 
S:atesand to the people. This, then, is the whole 
range of the authority entrusted to us to furnish the 
people a sound and uniform currency. The line 
of dutyis plain. Let us but walk in the path pre- 
scribed by the founders of our institutions, and 
happiness, prosperity, and liberty, will be our re- 
wards. Depart trom it, and. we enter a dangerous 
sea, without bounds or shores, Congress hag” no 
power to bank, directly or indirectly, We are 
bound to fix a standard of value, to coin money, 
and regulaie the value thereof. Having done 
this, we have reached the ‘terminus beyond 
which we dare’ not go without usurping power 
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from: thé: States” and the- people. We ‘have 
twenty-six sovereignties. These can make banks 
_ at-will, and unmake them when they fail to effec- 
tuate the objects of their creation. . But they 
can never make their paper, money, or- receivable 
as: money, but. with the consent of the citizen. 
‘Thus, by discharging our duty, and no more. than 


our duty, the people will beindazed to repudiate | 


all paper promises which are not coavertible into 
specie, And thus the framers of the Constitution 


intended Congress to aid in securing to our people « 


a sound, uniform, and stable currency. Thus 
we will leave to all the States the full possession 
and enjoyment of all their reserved rights. But 
- create your National Bark to regulate your State 
banks, and furnish a paper currency, (it may, and 
perhaps will, do it, if you will confer upon it 
plenary powers;) but, in so doing your trench upon 
State sovereignty, in creating an engine whose ob- 
ject isto conirol and govern the institutions of the 
States. You impiy thatthe States, who have the 
power tocreate banking corporations, are unable 
to rule and manage the workmanship of their own 
hands; to restrain and keep within metes and 
bounds their own offspring. © You create a master 
to regulate withistvives, with the infliction of con- 
dign puniihment, the freaks and caprices of these 
disorderly and unmauageable children of the 
States. Well, sir, suppose I admit the Sia'e 
Legislatures cannot reguiate the State banks, in 
which I fear there is some truth, does not the 
“question recur, Who will regulate a National 
Bank? Let every citizen in this wide spread Re- 
public asi himself, what authority can or will re- 
gulatea National Bank? Can you depend upon 
this House? I intend no refi ction upon this body; 
but create this mighty giant, ‘whose strength, and 
power, and influence can, almost ina day, reach 
and pervade the remotsst corner of this vast con- 
tinent, and, instead of baing regulated by Congtcss, 
it will regulate Congress, 
, But suppose you ereate a bank with the capital 
“and power contemplated; (and to make it efficient 
you must clothe it with these powers,) you patinato 
its keeping the money of the people, and thereby 
you confer upon itthe whole credit of this Go- 
veroment. Tts notes will be received as specie; 
perhaps will be preferred. These -no'es will find 
their way into the vaulis of all the State banks, and 
become the basis of their issues.. instead of spe- 
cie, the Jocal banks will redeem their circulation in 
United States paper. Gold and si!ver will not be 
wanted, and will be considered an inconvenience 
and an incumbrance; and, obeying the necessary 
laws of trade, will disappear from our country, 
and find their way to that nation where they are in 
demand. When the sympathetic chord is once ar- 
ranged—and, to reach that poiat, most. afflicting 
‘will be the pecuniary distresses of the couatry— 
when the National Bank expands, the State banks 
will expand; and when the National Bank contracts, 
the State banks will be forced to contract also. Thus, 
in practice,in point of fact, the notes of the Nation- 
al Bank will become the standard cf value. What 
principie will guide the movements of that bauk? 
Avarice—the soul, if it has a sonl: the ruling 
principle of every banking corporation is avarice. 
Thus, as it may suit the interest, the views, or the 
policy.of the majority. of the stockholders, money 
in this country. will te plentiful or scarce. The 
standard of value is to be changed at the will of 
gelfish specalators and siockjobbers. Is this your 
stable, uniform currency, which to-day stands at 
fifty millions, to-morrow at seventy, and next day 
at one hundred millions, and on the fourth day re- 
turns to fifty. millions? Would that be considered 
a stable, uniform measure, which to-day measured 
three fect, to-morrow six feet, and on the third, 
measured only two feet? From such a currency, 
when the makers of it will feel interested in its va- 
tiableness, may Providence sase. my country. It 
will be as changeabie as the wind; as fickle as the 
“shade of the aspen leaf? : 
On. this subject the gentleman is surely mistaken. 
This Adminisiratioa has done its duty, and de- 
seryes the thanks of the people; and I doubt not 


will receive them, for adhering, in the most trying ` 


emergencies, “to the sacred obligations of law;” in 
executing al! Government contracts “according to 


the requirements of the Constitution;?* and thus, in 
presenting, “when most needed, a rallying point by 
which the business of the whole country bas been 
brought. back to a safe and unvarying standard.” 
The great purposes for which this Government 
was created, are few and simple. To conduct our 
intercourse with foreign nations,-to provide and 
maintain a navy for the protection of our commerce 
with the world, to raise and support an army 10 
guard our defeaceless frontier from the incursions 
cf the ruthless savage, to coin money and fix the 
standard of weights and measures, constitute. the 
ma'n objects designed by our Revolutionary ances- 
tors in the formation of this confederacy. Where 


is the just ground of complaint under these heads? 
å “Esports te France. 


i 
1835. } 
o Dollars. | Dollars. | Dollars. | Dollars. Dollars. 
Exports - /20,0785,000/21 41,200 19,750,253] 13,922 405] 18,336,654 


1836. 1837. 1838. 1839. 


Cottm ~ 117,460,415 117,519,787 [15,205,679 12,360,073 13 323,142 
Tobacco -| 937129 934,846] 12386 1 282410) 810003 
Rice 245817 419,548] 274,625] 139,525] 20,911 


The wi-dom, firmness, and forbearance, which 
have characterized our foreign intercourse, have 
challenged and received the approbation of all par- 
ties , Our navy has cnlarged and streagthened; 
aud though our commerce has increased, and the 
canvass of our tradivg vessels whiten every. sea 
under the canopy of Heaven, yet our flag is honor- 
ed, and our name respected every where, Our 
army has proved sufficient for.the defence of the 


maintained under the moat trying circumstances. 

My ideas of government evidently differ widely 
from those of the honorable geneman, They are 
drawn from the writings and sayings of the great 
Republicans who have gone before me, ‘A splen- 
did Government, and an impoverished people,” such 
‘as we find in Great Britain, I abominate. . In 
my estimation, the following coastitute the outlines 
of a perfect Government, and consequently light 
taxation; and a pure and speedy administration of 
justice. 

Though I have detained the committee longer 
than I intended, it would be considered unpar- 
Gonable jn me to conclude these remarks with- 
out solicing the reference of the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Evans] to the present embarrassment 
of the state of Missisippi, In speaking of the 
present conditioa of the country, he asks, can Mis- 
sissippi be in a state of prosperity when, but a year 
or two since, the United S:ates marshal received 
$37,000 for fees? T take it for granied that this re- 
ference was made in no spirit of unkindacss ʻo 
that people. Every representative, I presume, 
feels proud of his constituents; but no member on 
this floor has stronger reasons fo entertain tbat sen- 
timent with hearifelt sincerity. than the humble in- 
dividual who now addresses you. For intelligence, 
energy of character, enterprise, noble bearing, a 
lofty sense of honor, anda generous confideace in 
public agents, my constituents stand second to no 
peop'e on earth. And I will seize this occasion to 
explain their present condition and future prospects. 

I begin with the odious tariff of 1828, as the 
fruitful source of all the ravages which have swept 
like a tornado over this fair country, leaving. the 
most palpable and striking marks of their severity 
with the people I have the honor to represent. 
The immediate consequences of that act were felt 
in the diminished demand for exports. Our cot- 
ton was carried abroad, and instead of being ex- 
changed for the produc‘ions of other countries, it was 
sold fur American funds, which were brought into 
this country and invested for the most part in Ame- 
rican manufactures. This enabled our banks to 
enlarge their issues, our cireulation became en- 
larged, the cost cf producing domestic articles en- 
hanced, UH, at. last, cur merchants were able to 
pay the price of foreign articles, impon hem into 
this country, add on the beavy duties, and then 
successfully vompete the market with domestic ma- 
nufacturers. Tais state of things began about the 
year 1832, four years after the passage of that 
tarif law which constitutes an era in the history of 
this Government, Simuliancous with which, was 


country; and the constitutional standard of value 


| the enactment of the tariff law of 1832, which was ~ 


modified by the compromise act, -6£1833, which 


caused.a progressive reduction of duties on foreign 


articles. ‘This was followed .by:an: increased ae 


mand for the'products of : this country. for exporta- 
tion.. The importation from foreign’ countries:j 
creased pari passu. . Cotton being: the chief article 
of export, invited capitalists from .every quarter. 
Mississippi lands were. in. high demand, and: the 
production of that article increased witha rapidity 
unparalleled in the growth -of this eovatry. i To 
prove this, it is but necessary to cast: our eye over 


. the following table: 


The exports of cotton in 1829 were - 426 575,314 
-ct | 


: in. 1830 - - 29 674,883 
« . in 1831 = 25.289;492 
s in 1832 = 31,724,682 


Itis yet in the’ memory of all those who.were 
engaged in the growth of thal article, that «during 
these four years, their crops yielded theiir-a: less 
amount than at any period of four years, since ction 
has. been an article of any consequence, previous 
to or subsequeut 10 that time.: Both land andne- 
groes were at a remarkably low price; and all busi- 


ness in the Southern States. pined. and dwindled. 


Bat take another period of four years. oe niong 
Exports of cotion... : 


1833- - = =. $36 1911055. 
le34 e L. 49 448,40 
1835 -5 Tg Se yao 
1836. - -oi 2.) IKRA. 


Thus it will be seen that in four years, the spro- 
duction of cotton was more than doubled. Atwial 


de recollected, however, that the demand was io- 


creased, and the prices greatly enhaneed. ' Missis- 


_Sippi now became the centre of all. moneyed opera- 


tions; it was viewed as the El Dorado of the'South. 
Your Southern and Western highways were 
thronged with emigrants to that fair land. Men 
congratulated themselves when they were able to 
place their foot upon Mississippi soil. Fortane 
was thought to be there, freely dispensing. her fa- 
vors to all her votaries; and the ardent fancy saw 
boundless wealth blooming in her cotton fields, 
But, sir, it is necessary to notice in this,connec? 
tion two other events which have had ‘a material 
bearing upon the State of Mississippi. In’ 1839, 
the Government ot the United States made a treaty 
with the Choctaw Indians, by which it acquired 
7,796,000 acres of cotton lands. In 1834,a,trea'y 
was concluded with the Ch‘ckasaw Indians, and 
more than 6,060,000 acres of land were bioughtin- 
to market; allin the State of Mississippi. These 
linds cpeneda wide field fo: speculation, and: had a 
direct influence upon the legislation” of. the. State. 
Capitalists, as it was before stated; gathered fi 
from every quarter in ‘flocks and. swarins, to. put- 
chase fresh cotton lands. At home, thé. want of 
money was felt by ourcitizens, to compete with ci: 
uzens from other States in the purchase cf these 
rich and fertile lands: The reasoning on ‘thé part 


of our Legi-lature, under the principles which then ` 


obtained, was mest natural to induce them to create 
capital for the use of their own people. ‘They 
made banks to make money to bay lands, and thus 
enrich their constituents; fwr itmust be remembered 
that, in those days, it was.the received opini 
many, however ridiculous that opinisn may- no 
appear, that the creation of a bank was bringing 
into existence of so much additional eapital. “In 
hot haste bank charters were obtained; in-het haste 


‘these banks were put into operation; in hot: haste 


the money was loaned ont to adventurers: “The 
loss ofan hour was considered. wellinigh the loss of 
a foriune. The discounts were had; wild lands were 
bought, farms were opened, negroes and stock were 
purchased and placed upon them, aud/all.went on 
mos: prosperously. Cotton alone was. produced, 
however, and every. thing else was: obtained: from 
abroad. Bul, as long as the banks could expand 
their issues, all.was. well; all. was life and anima- 
tion, and prosperily and happiness. Rumor. was 
ever busy in. pointing to-some lucky wight who had 
grown rich. bya fortunate turn of speculation. 
This led on bundreds.in esger pursuit. J: is true, 
morality suffered. Mechanics, though they: re- 
ceived the mosi ample reward for their. labors, de- 
serjed: their trades; the various professions neglected 
their pursuits. The toil and pains-taking< .whith 
distinguished our frugal ancestors were subjccis of 
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ridicule. A nearer road had been found, by bank 
Makers, to the attainment of the great desideratam 
of ‘our people: the philosépher’s stone had been 
discovered: Speculation was the secrete ` : 
-: Bat, in the spfing of 1837, the cord wassnapped, . 
and reality burst upon.us. The delusion which 
had ‘enwrapt our senses, ‘suddenly vanished. The 
banks had strained their credit till public confidence 
‘was destroyed... Consternation was. seen in every 
countenance. ` The hope which buoyed up the heart 
of the parent, and the bright prospects which. de: 
lighted the- fancy. of families, ina moment were 
swept away. The cup which had been all sweet-- 
viess.aridexhilaration was now dashed with gall and 
wormwood. - And them it was that the fees of our J 
marshal reached the enormous smn of $87,000. | 
"But, sir, I verily betieve the crisis'is passed.t 
‘We have. sowed to the wind, we have reaped the + 
whirlwind. . We have experienced the bitter fruits 
of our*own misdoing. : And, in many instances, 
ours legislation has been unwise, without question. 
By such a reverse, any other people would have 
been thrown back for years in their onward march. 
We have tried, to the uttermost, legislative relief 
and-bank reliet, butall in vain. Energy, industry, 
enterprise, and honor, yet remain; dear-bought ex- 
perience has taught us salutary Jessons of economy 
andtfrugality. Our genial climate, our fertile soil, 
and our rich staple, are all our own, On these we 
base our hopes. On these and a kind protecting 
Providence we rely. Nor will our reliance be in 
vain. It must be evident to all, that with an an- 
nual production of a surplus staple worth twenty 
millions in specie, without unjust and prejudicial 
legislation on the part of the General Government, 
Mississippi must ere long become thefairest daugh- 
ter of the South. x 
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BANKS OF THE DISTRYCT OF COLUMBIA. 
IN SBNATE, l 

: vESDAY, February 23, 1841. 

“The bill to revive and continue in existence the 
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charters of the banks of the District of Columbia 
being taken up, 

Mr. CLAY of’ Alabama rose to propose an 
amendment. e moved first 
figure two in the 9th line of section and to sub- 
stitute three, thereby extending the existence of the 
charters to the fourth day of March, 1843, instead 
of the same day of 1842. He next proposed to 
strike out all-after the section and insert as 
follows: 0 ` 

Provided The said banks shall each for itself redeem all its 
notes and epecie liabilities in specie when demanded from and 
after the passage of this act, and throughout the whole period 
for which the said several charters are hereby extended, And 
in the event that any one or more of said banks shall decline to 
meet its liabilities in specie as aforesaid, or having commenced 
to pay g,iecie, shall, hereafter, during the period aforesaid cease 
or fail to do #0, any bank so declining, ceasing, or failmg to 
pay in specie, shall, ipso facto, forfeit its charter, and shall pro- 
ceed to wind up ite concerns under. the provisions of the law 
passed on the dd of July, 1840, entitled “An act to continue the 
corporate existence of certain banks in the District of Columbia 
for certain purposes,” which said act is hereby made applica- 
ble in all its provisions to every of said. banks failing as afore- 
gaid, for the period of two years from the date of any such 
failure or neglect to pay in specie. Atid any attempt by the 
officers of any of said banks ao as above said forfeiting its char- 
ter, after any such forfeiture, to exercise any of the banking pri- 
vileges conferred by this act, shall subject such officers to all the 
ponalties of illegal banking. 


The object‘ he had in view would be apparent 
on reading the amendment; it wasto continue the 
corporate existence of the banks for two years from 
the fourth of March, but it was on consideration 
that they pay specie on demand for their notes 
under the penalty of a forfeiture of their charters. 

Mr. MERRICK said that circumstances con- 
nected with this subject had recently occurred, 
which were very different from what they were 
when this bill was reported by the Committee on 
the District of Columbia—many important changes 
had taken place in the banks and the currency, since 
that time, of so important a character that he was 
‘ow inddced to'think that the amendment was bet- 
ter than. the original bill; and he had risen to say 
that he should offer no opposition to its adoption. 

Mr. PRENTISS made afew observations, which- 
were not distinetly heard, 

Mr. MERRICK: was. understood to reply that 
‘the bill of- last session would still be applicable, 
ard compel them to wind up their affairs. 


to strike out the | 
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The amendment was then agreed to. + 
Mr: WRIGHT desired to. make a further amend- 
ment to the bill, to prohibit the banks discounting 
and paying out notes not their owa—of banks that 
were not paying specie, and of railroad companies, ` 
that: were not redeemable in specie. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama would agree that the 
bauks should not pay out, but he objected to a pro- 
visicn that would prevent their receiving * sech 
notes. . é 

-Mr. WRIGHT submitied his amendment in the 
following terms: 

Sno. 2. And be it further enacted, Thatneither of the said 


| banks shall, by virtue ofany thing ia this act contained, be autho- 


rized to issue or pay out any note, bill, check, or draft of an 
bank company, incorporation, association, or individual, whic! 
said note, bill, check, or draft, shal! noube payable and paid on 
demand in specie at the place where it is made payable; and 
any violation of this restriction shall be, ipso facto, a forfei- 
ture of allthe rights, powers, and privileges conferred by this 
act in the manner specified in the first section thereof as toa 
failure of specie payments. 


Mr. MERRICK was sorry this amendment had 
been offered. He desired to restore the banks to 
-the condition of those in the surrounding districts, 
but their business was limited, and he did not wish 
to place them in a different condition than those in 
the adjacent country of Virginia and Maryland. 
He wished them to be specie paying banks, but he 
did not wish thern to be restricted from the use of 
paper, which was commonly received by the peo- 
ple of the District. He was sorry that any gen: 
tleman should be disposed to make a distinction 
in the mode of doing business between these and 
surroundiog banks. 

Mr. WRIGHT did not desire now, at this late 
stage of the session, to occupy much time on the 
subject of these bank charters. He had very 
setiled views in reference to proper charters 
for banking institutions, but it was not his inten- 
tion to present them here. Toe proposition before 
the Senate as now amended by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Alabama [Mr. Cray] was simply to re- 
new, or rather revise the charters of these institu- 
tions, and extend them a sufficient time to enable a 
new Congress to act permanently upon the subject 
of bands for the District. He did not, in refer- 
ence to legislation so temporary, wish to diseuss 
the general subject of banking end bank charters. 
If he could see simple provisions adopted which 
would make the institutions safe, and their eur- 
redcy sound for this short period, he should be 
content. Such was the provision and the object 
of the amendment of the honorable Senator waich 
had been adopted, and such was his object in 
Offering the amendment now under consideration, 
to prohibit these banks from paying out irredeema- 
ble paper. Tse amendment of the Senator was 
goid as far as it went, and made the banks specie 
paying banks ia terms, but it did not go far enough. 
It, while compell-d to redeem their own notes in 
specie on demand, these institutions were permitted 
to issue and pay out at pleasure the notes of otber 
banks, of railroad companies, and the like, which 
were not redeemable, and not redeemed in specie, 
the specie paying provisions of the honorable Se- 
nator would be useless in fact, and in practice, 
though sound in principle, and unexceptionable in 
form. 

Lock at the banks of Maryland. He did not 
know that any of them were specie paying banks 
now, even in form, but ke had seen that, by a re- 
cent jaw of the Legislature of the Siate, they were 
all authorized to pay out the notes of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad Company; a company which 
has no other power to issue notes to circulate as 
money, than a blind and doubtful implication from 
the provisions of a charter, intended simply to 
confer the power to construct a railroad; and which, 
assuming banking powers upon such a basis, he 
believed did not make its notes, even in form, paya- 
ble on demand in specie, and certainly did noi 
either so redeem them in fact, or even make the 
pretence of doing so. With such notes for the 
currency of the banks of Maryland, of what use 
were specie paying previsions in their charters? 
To the publ, for whose benefit the banking powers 
were conferred, or should have been conferred, 
none whatever. ao 

To reference to these District banks the Senate was 
not without abundant experience. These charters 
had been several times extended since he had been 
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a member of the body, and what sort of a currency 
had they commonly paid out? The notes of this 
very Railroad Company, the notes of the corporate 
cities of the District, and various other descriptions. 
of irredeemable paper. : Indeed, much of the cur- 
rency which had been heretofore circulated by these 
banks was not m fact redeemed any where, and 
could not. be collected by law any where. It was 
the paper of incorporations declaredly insolvent, 
ani as unable, as apparently unwilling, to pay. 

Were they then constituting specie paying banks, 
wih the right to issue-and pay out such -papes? 
With the right to furnish to the community such a 
currency? Wouldthe Senate delude itself by :so 
preposterous a supposition? But gentlemen urged 
that the banks ough! to be permitted to take uncur- 
rent ard irredeemable paper upon deposite, and so 
receiving it, to pay itout upon the checks of depo- 
sitors.. What broader power than this did the 
banks want, or could they wish, to. enable them to 
transact all their business in irredeemable paper 
nottheirown? Certainly none. The moment this 
authority was given, nothing was to be done but 
to make their arrangement with the Railroad Com- 
pany, or any other corporation or individual, for 
the use of a sufficient quantity of irredeemable 
notes, place them in deposite in the bank to the 
credit of its officers or clecks, and pay them out at 
pleasure upon their checks. Thus the banks would 
be in fact, what the/Senate does not intend to make 
them, irredeeming. banks of the worst character— 
banks of issue of an irredeemable paper which 
they do not even promise to pay, nor make them. 
selves legally liabie to pay at auy time, or in any 
manner. Instead of issuing their own notes, which 
they are bound by the bill to pay on demand, and 
in gold and silver, they will merely issue paper 
which is not simply itredeemable, but absolutely 
uncollectable. 

What was the honest and practical banking rale 
upon this subject every where? That a bank re- 
fuses to receive all paper which is uncurrent, or 
not equal to its own, whether offered in payment, 
or for deposite, or receives it at par? Surely not. 
It receives such paper at its value and gives credit 
for that value, not forthe nominal amount. It. is 
not the custom of solvent banks to receive uncure 
rent paper as par and pay it out again at par. The 
value of the paper is fixed before it is. received, 
and the depositor has a credit for that value as for 
a deposite of current paper or specie. His own 
experience had been extensive upon this point. 
His residence was upon the frontier, where the pa- 
per of the Canada banks had always had an exten- 
sive circulation, frequently as great as that of the 
banks of the States, and yet it never was current. 
All the banks upon the frontiers take that paper at 
its market value, either in payment, or for depo- 
site, the value being agreed upon when the paper is 
received, and none of them have ever thought, nor 
have the citizens, of going to the Legislatures. of 
their States for authority to pay out this. uncurrent 
foreign paper. The citizens would not efidure 
such a law, because it would retain the uncurrent 
and depreciated paper among them and make it 
their exclusive currency. The sound rule takes it 
from them. It centres in the banks and is sent 
home for redemption. 


Is the practice under this sound rule injurious to 
the just interests of any of the parties? It seemed 
tohim not. The depositor loses nothing, because 
he receives the value of his uncurrent paper. If he 
sustains loss at all, it was sustained when he took 
the paper for more than it was worth, or because it 
has depreviated in his hands, not because he sells 
it for money and for what it is worth, The bank 
loses nothing, because it merely pays the present 
valne for depreciated paper. So far, therefore, the 
transaction is equal and just. How then is ‘the 
great interest affected? The community? Most 
benefically. The uncurrent paper is taken from 
circulation, and its value, in gold and silver, or in 
paper which is convertible into gold and silver, is 
substituted in its place, asa part of the currency. 
The sound rule, then, is safe to all parties and es- 
sentially beaeficial to the whole public. The mis- 
chievous operation of the op posite one, that of per- 
mitting banks to receive uncurrent paper upon de- 
posite and agaia pay it out upon checks, has been. 
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glanced at; and. the. experience of the last few 
years, and the condition of the banks of the coun- 
try atthis moment, supersede the necessity of fur- 
ther remarks upon it. 7 - 7 
<: In butone way could this view of the vase be 
obscured. ; It might be said, if the depositor. were 
/ pėrmitted to deposite his uncurrest paper as at par, 
; and check upon the bank for it, he- would sustain 
: no loss. This might be true in fact and in practice, 
‘ but it could only be so because the depositor would, 
¢ by this legerdemain of Jegislation, be able to throw 
! off his lus’ upon his creditors; and in that case, 
: upon what class of his creditors would ‘the loss be 
; likely to fal? Not upon the wealthy, for they 
i would nit receive his check payable at the bank in 
uncurrent funds in paymentof their debts. They 
. couid command dollar for. dollar and would have 
it. Upon what class then? The laborers. ‘They 
must have their pay to obtain bread, and the ques- 
tion of time with them was more material than that 
of loss upon depreciated paper. They must take 
the checks, because they must.eat. 

It was this very consequence which he wished to 
avoid, and‘he could not tolerate the idea that the 
wealihy were to have a deposite of spurious. funds 
in the baxks, out of which. they were to be per- 
mitted, by the express terms of out Jaws, to com- 
pensate the peor for their sweat and labor. 

A desire for special deposites of this character 
seemed to exist. Permit them to any extent. As he 
understood special deposiies, they may be made of 
any thing; of plate, of valuable papers, of pictures, 
as well as of that which is called money, and in 
any shape are only to be returned to the depositor. 
In that shape Jet uncurrent and irredeemabie: paper 
be deposited, and he would noi object to it. If there 
were those who wished to preserve such paper, he 
was not one of them, nor was he an enemy to them. 
If the vaults of a bank were requisite for the pre- 
servation, while be could not doubt the power/of 
any bank in the world to receive such a special de- 
posite and return it, he would be the last man to 
refuse the right, in legislating upon the subject; but 
to check upin special deposites was, to his mind, like 
a proposition to check upon the tile deeds of an es- 
tate, npon family piciures, or upon any other proper- 
ty of the lize character, And the authority to check 
upon uncurreni money, as such, in deposite io a 


bauk, was merely to ask generai authority for the — 


bank to issue uncurrest notes as a currency. 

* His amendment did nct interfere with the re- 
esipts of he: banks. He would not, if he could, 
prohibit them from receiving, upon their own terms, 
any circulating paper, however ancurrent; but he 
would not, by his vote, permif them to pay out any 
other than a currency of gold and silver, ora cor- 
rency of paper convertible into those metals at the: 
pleasure of the holder, This was the mixed cur- 
rency he was prepared to favor, and no other, and 
this was a limitation of banking powers which he 
could not forego, for any time, or upon any con- 
sideration. : 

If a different course could foster the true interests 
of the people of this District, about fwhose helpless 
condition they wereaccuslomed to hear so much,and 
so eloquently delivered, from the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on the District, he was un- 
able ^to see the legislation in that light, and, there- 
fore, could not be a pariy to it. His impression 
had been, that, if these institutions were to benefit 
the people in their currency, their most useful agen- 
cy was- to consist in the fact thatany thing wh ch 
passed into them, in the shape of currency of an 
uscurrent characier, was never to pass out from 
them in the same characier. In this sense the ulili- 
ty of banks was to him apparent; but if they were 
to be mere institutions for the issue and circula- 
tion of uncurrent and irredeemable paper, to cir- 
culate asa currency, he should be ready to deny 
their utility, and to consent to their perfect termi- 
nation at the. earliest possible period. If banks 
were to be revived for. this declaredly poor District, 
which should be authorized by our law th food the 
markets of the District with a pager, ealled money, 
which mortal’man cannot collect any- where, and 
any how, he must be pardoned for refusing his 
assent to their existence for an hour, much less: for 
months or years. : : 

“His impressions had ever been, that one of the 


. tute a currency of value in its. place. 


most useful ı ffices of sound banks was to takethe 
uncurrent paper of the bag ones, and of the. other 
irredeemable incerporations and asscciations, as 
well asindividuals, from circulation, and to substi- 
If this was 
not to be so in fature, he should be compelled to 
call upon the friends of banks fer some further 


-grounds for their utility “before he could favor 


them. : . 3 

His earnest object was to give these banks life 
for the shortest period, which wonld fairly enable 
the new Congress to act permanently upon the 
whole subject, and to have that brief life given 
upon principles which could be sustained in the 
permanent action, and which, in any event, would 
not compromit his setiled views upon the great 
question invo:ved. : 

Mr. MERRICK said it would be observed that 
under the bill as amended by the Senator from Ala- 
bama, [Mr..Ciay,] the banks could not pay out 
any thing but spee, unless by consent of the per- 
son receiving it: they would be compelled to pay 
on demand all their liabilities ia specie. Bot the 
amendment goes further, and denies them the right 
to pay what the citizens were willing to receive as 
a currency. He had been told that the paper of 
specie paying banks of the Distr:ct, as compared 
with notes of non-specie paying banks of Baliti- 
more, wasat one per cent. discount; and there were 
many cases in which the notes of other banks 
would be much more valuable to persons having a 
debt to pay in Baltimore. He thought they had 
given the citizen ell he could require when they 
gave him specie on demand forthe issues of the 
banks. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the proposed 


“amendment of the Senator fiom New York wevid 


act as an inhibition of the banks receiving the 
notes of non-specie paying banks at all; for ifhe 
were to bring notes of non-specie paying banks of 
Alabama—and unfortunately there were such banks 
in Alabama—and wished to deposite them with the 
banks here, he could not do so under ‘his proposed 
amendment, as itewould prevent him from drawiag 
them out again. He therefore proposed to amend 
the amendment by the addition of this provisc: 

Provided, That nothing contained in this section shall pro- 
hibit either of said bao ks trom receiving the paper of any non- 
specie paying bank o1 special deposite, and returning the same 
to the depositor on his check, . 

Tre hovoravie Senators amendment distine:ly 
prohibited the paying out of non-specie paying 
bank noies, no matter how the banks became pos- 
sessed of them. He (Mr. Cray) might deposite 
with hem notes of non-specie paying banks in 
Alabama, and this amendment would deprive them 
of the right to pay him back his own money, as 
the banks would be prohibited from paying out the 
moncy of an individual which was not of the de- 
scription contemplated. Now, to some persons it 
would seem, from what he had understood some 
days ago, that the paper of the non-specie paying 
banks of Bultimore would be better than the paper 
of Virginia now paying specie; and, therefore, as 
well as for the reasons he had before given, be 
hoped his amendment would be adopted. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, if the words ‘fon the paz- 
ment of his check” were strickea out, he did 
not think the amendment would amount to 
any thing, and, therefore, he should not oppose it. 
He was as williag that the banks should. take irre- 
deemable paper on special deposite as the honora- 
ble Senator could be, but he did net wish to see it 
paid ont again. Now just-see the effect of the ho- 
norable Senator’s amendmen!—and he would detain 
the Senate but for a moment. Suppose that he; as 
a business man, deposited ten thou-and dollars of 
irredeemable paper with these banks, and he then 
gave his check to a friend for five thousand doliars, 


and another check to his honorable friend for the- 


residue of the ten thousand dollars, was not this a 
distribution. of that irredeemabie paper amongst 
the community, as wuch as if it were paid ont by 
the banks? But what did the honorable Senator 
tell them? Why in effect. that the charters were 
good for nothing without the privilege. But weuld 
they call it a special deposite, and yet dizect that it 
should be paid out on his check? Why it would 
thus become as general a deposite as can be made 


in a'bank. If it were made as a sp cial deposite, 


. pos-s designated in 


it must be returne J identically tothe depositors. 
the moment they authorized it to be-checked up 
they authorized it to bečome: the currency: ol 
country, nos ree 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama explained: th 
practice was to pay out even special deposites’ on 
the check of the depositor; and he‘hoped the motion 
of the Senator from New York {Mri Waiteti 
would not prevail. Pe A ete be ciate 
Mr. SEVIER desired to ask his friend. from New 
York [Mr. Wriaur] a single question, to ‘which he 
hoped the honorable Senator would, in candor, say 
yes or no, Would. the: honorable. Senator from 
New York vote for the-bill, if his amendment. were 


` 


. adopted? ; - 


Mr. WRIGHT. Yes. Co ees ` 
Mr. SEVIER. That was better than he had:ex- 
pected; and he should therefore make. no speech. 
After a few words of explanation ‘between Mr: _ 
MERRICK, Mr. BENTON, Mr. WRIGHT; and 
Mr. CLAY, the words objected to by the Senator 
from New York were withdrawn; and-in that shape: 
the proviso of the Senator from .Alabama was 
adopted. without a division. | : see 
The question then came upon the amendment 
proposed by Mr. -Tarran to stiike out all after 
the enacting clause, and insertas an amendment ‘a. 
bill embracing the following features» it oe 
Every stockholder shall record his.stock.in the clerk's, office; 
the schedule of the same to be published.every, three months. in 
the newspapers of the District;-evety:.saie andsuransfer to be 
placed on record, and published within tendayso i o S oe o 
To issue no notes of less than $20, under a penalty of five hut- 
dred -ollars. z 5 5 : 
Ifspecie be refused, enabling any justice to enter upjudgment 
with 20 per cent. damages, and cost of suit. £ 
Making the passing of any noie by any individual, of less 
than §20, liable to a forfeiture of double the amount of the 
note. s F 
Thatif any person shali establish a bank and issue notes as 
raoney, without means of redeeming the same in current coin, 
he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeiinor, and on conviction 
shall be imprisoned not iess than three nor more than ten 
years. i nee: 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped the Senator’ from. 
Ojo would now consent to withdraw his amend- 


ment Bh tral eae 
Mr. TAPPAN rose, and spoke in; support of his 

amendment at Jength, ultimately giving way ‘for.a 

motion to adjourn. — eer ee Boe : 


REMARKS OF MR. CARR, 
OF INDIANA. 

In the House of Representatives, March 2, ‘1841.—-The 
Howe beisg in Committee of thé Whole on the 
bill “making appropriation for surveys and. 
other purpose-,” ees ees 
Mr. CARR said he was desirous.of effering an. 

additional section to.the bill-as an amendment, if it 

were in order so to do; and inorder thatthe Craik 
might judge whether the amendment he desired to 
offer would be in order, he: would send it to: the 

Clerk’s table to be read, and it was read as fol- 

lows: : f 

‘And be it further enacted, That thesum of five thousand 

dollars be appropriated for the purpose of making a survey 

aad examination of the Louisville and Portland Canal as to its 
capacity to do the business required, and also as w the propria- 
ty or impropriety of expending money. to improve the same, 
with a view to suit the state of trade and commerce of the coun- 


try, and the cost thereof, i DAA ; 
Tiso, a survey and examination of the Indian chute through.. 


the falls of the Ohio river, with a view of judging of the. pro. 
priety or improptiety. of improving the navigation through the ; 
falis. And alsoa survey and examination, with a yew of judg: 
isg of the propriety or impropiety of constructing & canal’. 
round the falls of the Ohio river on the Indiana shore ahd thë.. 
probable cost thereof; suited to the state of the trade kna cam- - 
mercef the country. said surveys and examinations to bė made 
under the direction of the Secretary of war;™? = aA : 
which amendment was decided: by ‘the chairman 
(Mr. Wise] to be in order. wc - : 
Mr. C. went on to state that he had: been ine 
duced to offer this amendment upon ‘an estimate 
made by the chief of ihe Topographical: Bureau, and 
the recommendation of the Secretary of War, sent 
ta the chairman of fhe. Committee of Ways and 
Means, in favor of such appropriation, for the purs 
his amendment, which estimate 
and recommendation of the Secretary of War were 
made in pursuance of a letter which he had the 
honor to ‘address: to the “Secretary of War, which 
er and aliswer. were read as follows: 
letter al Weastinxeton, June 4, 1840, 
Sia: Pbeg leave to present to you the amended bill, as reported 
8 


to the Senate by the Committee on Roads and Canais, having © 
for its object the improvement of the navigation -at the falls of | 


= the Obio river, and which provides that the mobey. expended © 


shall be done under the direction of the Secretary of War, and 
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Ayfarth 
that no expenditure for improving the navigation, at the point 
‘mentioned, shall be incurred until an examination, survey, and 
report thereof b: made. Z o hig 3 . 

Talso'enclose to you the letter and answer of Mr. Anderson of 

Kentucky. to twelve questions propounded to him, rélating to the 
above mentioned subject. There are.many other statements 
made. by gentlemen of high standing, relating to tlie same sub- 
ject, which haye been presented to Congress, and referred to 
the committee-in the Senate having charge of the subject, with 
the reading of which I-do not desire to trouble you, all express- 
ing à desire that something maybe done to. relieve. the com- 
merce from the burdens now imposed upon it, by. improving 
“ the navigation at that point in some way, either by improving 
-thè pfesent canal, of the navigation:through the. falls of: the 
riven, orto improve both, or to. constructa canal.on the Indiana 
shore. Ñ š: : 

“This is.a subject of vast importance, in which a large portion 
of:the people ofthe United States is deeply interested; near one 
half of the whole number of the States of the Union are directly 
interested tn it, . 

‘From, the advanced period of the present session of Congress, 


itisteared by many who feel a lively interest in this matter, . 


and, who desire that something may. be speedily. done, that 

Congress will not find time to act upon the before mentioned 

bill during the present session; I therefore most respectfully in- 

quire, in the absence of the passage of said bill, if the Secretary 
- at War would have the power to cause such survey and ex- 

amination to be made during the present season; and if not, I 

beg: leave to suggest, if, in the judgment of the Secretary it he 

deemed proper, to furnish the Committee of Ways and Means 
with an estimate, with a view to an appropriation for the mak- 
ing saidsurvey, examination, and report, to wit: as to the cr 
pacities of the present canal to do the business reqnired, also as 
to the propriety or impropriety of expending money to improve 
the same, with a view to equal the state of the trade and com- 
merce on that river, and the cost thereof; also, as to the propri- 
ety or impropriety of improving the navigation through the 
falis, and the probable cost thereol; and also as to the propriety 
or impropriety of constructing a caral on the Indiana shore, 
snited to the slate of commerce of the river, with the cost of 
constructing it; which appropriation might be engrafted to 
some ofthe appropriatior. bills yet to be acted upon, ana passed 
during the present session; then the survey and examination 
might be made, and areport made the next session of the pre- 
sent Congress, when the members could act understandingly 
upon the subject, 5 ; : 

` . , L havo the honor to be, &c,’ 

i $ ; JOJN CARR. 

Hon. J. R. Poinsurr, f 

è Secretary of War, 

at: 3 
Bureau or TOPOORAPHICAL ENGINEERS, 
Washington, June.tith, 1840. 

Sin! In reference to the letter of the dth instant from the Efon. 
J. Carr, T have the honor to report: 

The tetter desires information if, “in the absence of the pas- 
sage of said bill, (a bill to authorize the purchase of stock for 
the United States in the Louisville and Portland Canat Com- 
pany,) ghe Secretary of War would have the power to cause 
such survey and examination to be made during the present sex- 
son; andif not, Lbeg leave to suggest, if in the judgment of the 
iSacretary it be deemed proper, to furnish the Committee of 
Ways and Means with an estimate, with a view to an appro- 
priation for the: making said survey, examination, and report, 
viz: aa to the Capacity of the present canal to do the business 
required; also, as tò the propriety or impropriety of expending 
monoy to improve the same, with a view to the state of trade 
and commerce on that river, and the cost thereof, also, as to the 
propriety or impropriety of improving the navigation through 
the falls, and the probable cost thereof; and also as to the pro- 
ae or impropriety of constructing a canal on the Indiana 
shore, 

The foregoing extract states go fully the object of the survey 
that farther remark in reference to the game is unnecessary, 
The power of the Department to order it is embarrassed only 
bv the want of fanda, of which there is at present none at its 
disposal adinisaible of such an application. The cost of such 
a sner has in my judgment, been estimated judiciously in 
the bilt before referred to, at $5,000: which amount I respect: 
fully yecominend to your consideration ag necessary to make the 
survey indicated,and as requisite to be appropriated before the 
survey can be made, 

4 . Very Teapoetfully, etc, 
J. 3. ABERT, 
: Colonet Topographical Engineers. 

Hon: J. R. Pornserr,; Secretary of War. i 


War Departmen, June 12, 1840. 

Sin: In answer to your letter of the 4th instant, asking if, in 
the absence of the passage of the bill now before the Senate, to 
authorize the: purchase of stock for the United States in the 
Louisville and Portland Canal Cumpany, the Secretary of War 
would have the power to cause a survey and examination to be 
made, having for ita vbject the improvement of the channel of 
the Ohio river at the falls of the Ohio, and offering certain sug- 
gestions, I have the honor to inform you that the power of the 
Department to order it is embarrassed only by the want of 
fuads, of which (here is at present none at its disposal admissi- 
ble of such an application, The, cost of sucha survey has. in 
my judgment, beeu estimated judiciously in the bill at five 
thousand dollars, which amount is thought to be necessary to 
make the survey indicated, and requisite ta be appropriated be- 
fore-the survey can De made. ‘ithe matter will, however, be 
brought before the Committee of Ways and Means for us con- 
sideration aad action. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. R. PO:NSETT. 


Hon. Joun Carr, 
. House of Representatives. 


i E War BEPARTMENT, June 12, 1849, 

Sia: Ihave the honor to transmit you a report of the Colonel 
of Topographical Engineers, Prepared in answer to a letter of 
the Hon. J.-Carr, ‘of the House of Representatives, on the sub- 
ject ofan appropriation, tohe expended in causing an examina- 
tion.and survey. to bë miade of the nature and extent of the im. 
provement of the channel of the Ohio river at the falls. 
, In transmitting this report, T beg leave to state that the aub- 
ject is deemed, of miffictent importane’ to justify the Depart- 


er-providesfor-an examination, survey, and- report, but - 
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ment in asking an appropriation for it to the amount mentioned 
19 the report, ($5,000,) and [therefore respectfally ask, through 
you, the consideration ofthe Committee uf Ways and Means in 
bringing the matter before the House. - : a3 

: Thave the honor to be, etc. 


Hon - J. W: Jones, 2 
Chairman Com, Ways and Means, House of Reps. 

Mr. Carr went on to show that the agricultural, 

and, in fact, all interests of the country,: were 


I R. POINSETT. 


heavily burdened in the way of -toils levied and - 


collected for the passage of boats and tonnage 
through the canal; that it was important that some- 
thing should be done. to relieve the community 
from the burden: now, imposed. He said he bes- 
lieved it was aimiued that the present canal was 
not capacitated to suit the state of the trade and 
commerce of the country; and inasmuch as there 
was great diversity of opinion at to the: best and 
proper mode to improve the navigation at that 
point, and to reduce the bardens now imposed, he 
had been induced, by the petition and solicitation 
of very many persons interested, to take the course 
he had taken in this important matter, and to ask 
for an appropriation for the purposes designated in 
his amendment. When this was done, and a re- 
port made, Congress could act understandingly. on 
the subject, Mr. C. trusted, inssmuch as this was 
a mauer of much moment, the appropriation 
being small, and having been recommended by the 
Secretary of War as being proper, that no objec- 
tion would be mad» to it, 


SPEECH OF MR. STEENROD, 
OF VIRGINIA, ; 
In the House of Representatives, February 18, 1841— 

On the bill making appropriations for the civil 

and diplomatic expenses” of the Government for 

the year 1841. ; : 

Mr STEENROD pose and séid: 

Mr. Cuatrman: I had hoped that, after the Pre- 
sidential election wag over,the partisan warfare 
would, at least fora time, be suspended; that the 
public mind would be satiated with the past, and 
return to its accustomed pursuits and engagements; 
and that we would reass¢mble here, at this session 
of C ngress, to sve carried out thi se principles of 
reform and economy, for which certain gentlemen 
provessed so much regard. I do not believe; sir, 
the professions of gentlemen here, in favor cf eco- 
nomy and reform, are supported by the principles 
which they advocate and sustain. I have heard 
advocated on this floor, the proposition for an ex- 
tra session of Congress: that may require Siate 
Legislatures to be convened, to order special elec- 
lions; that will call the people from the fields and 
workshops at an unusual time; and will require 
the members of Congress to mest here jn the dog- 
days, (as remarked Ly my colleague, Mr. Wisr,) 
atan extraordinary public expense. F hear advo- 
cated the proposition to distribute the proeceds of 
the sales of the public lands among the States; 
when we are told by the same gentlemen, that the 
Treasury is bankrupt. I hear advocated the rais- 
ing of the revenue of the Government, and ins 
creasing the expenditures for the public service. 
Each and ajl of which propositions, 1 deem alike 
opposed to economy, and the genius of our institu- 
tions. Now, the economy with which, the people 
of this country expect this Government to be ad- 
ministered, is of no vague and uncertain cha- 
vacter, It stands defined on the statute-book ; it 
has passed the ordeal of the people's seratiny, 
and become, by publie approval, interwoven with 
the past policy of the Government. It is, to col- 
lect no more revenue—to impose ro more taxes on 
the people—than are necessary for an economical 
administration of the Government, and to limit the 
expenditures for its acknowledged constitutional 
purposes, to the smallest posible amount consistent 
with the public interest. This is the policy esta- 


. blished by the preceding and the present Adminis- 


tations, 
Ia 1829, when the Republican party were re- 


-Stored to power and place, they found the country 
‘in debt, and taxed io the high:st point of endu- 


rance, fur purposes unwarranted by the Constite- 
tion, and-unknown to its Revolutionary framers. 
The then President’s aim was to restore the Cor- 
stitution, and to put the Government again on ils 


Republican track and deitination, to confine it to 
the few and simpie purposes for which it had 
been instituted, and to leave the State authorities 
free and nntrammelled, to guard the rights and the 
municipal. interests of the citizen: The course 
then recommended tò effect this policy, was 10 re- 
duce the revenue of the Government to the wants 
of an cconomical Administration; and this. po- 
licy was adopted’ by the act commonly known as 
the compromise act. Ido not now mean to refer 
to that act as reconciling the great and opposing 
interests of the manufaciurer of the North and the 
planter of the South, which had-so long agitated 
this country with its earihquake-lke commo- 
tion, and not only portended a dissolution of the 
Union, but threatened to deluge the land with 
bioad, and crowd the scaffold with some of the 
country’s most gifted and distinguished sons. Nor 
do 1 intend to refer to that act as having re- 
daced the revenue of the Government during the 
last and present Administrations, nearly one hun- 
dred millions of dollars, on those articles which 
entered in'o the daiiy use of every consumer; nor 
do I design to refer to thatactas the pre-eminent 
indication given by this nation of ‘its purpose to 
sustain and advance the doctrines of free trade, in 
opposition to. the restrictive policy of the nations 
of the old world. But I would refer to it as a de- 
claration of policy by the Government, that the re- 
venues shail not exceed an economical administra- 
tion, This is the pledge given to the tax-payer: 
that the Government will not extort from him; that 
it shall not have unlimited control over the carn- 
ings of industry; that it will not require any more 
taxes from him than v hat are necessary for an eco- 
nomical Government. That is what I conceive the 
most valuable in this act—ihe deslaration of the 
policy—the establishment of a principle by the Go- 
vernment which has been sanctioned here, and ap- 
proved by the constituency. I said, sir, that the 
declared policy of this Government was, that the 
expenditures for the ackncewleged constitutional 
purposes of the Governsent, should be limited to 
the smallest possible amouat consistent with the 
public service. Here, sir, permit me to invite your 
consideration to the deposite act of 1836. There: 
you see, sir, that, while the other natioris of the 
globe were scheming and planning to impose the 
utmost farthing cf taxation that human: induatry 
could endure, to sustain large standing armies, su- 
perb systems of fortifications, magmficent naval 
forces, and the splendor avd idleness of privileged 
orders; ihis Government we see planning to return 
back to the people, by cons‘ita'ional means, money 
collected by the Guvernraent, that was not needed 
for an economical and constitutional expenditure. 
And we there see, by this act, that, instead of mak- 
ing large and extravagant expenditures for ac« 
knowledg:d constitutional purposes, the surplus 
revenue was ordered to be deposied with the 
States, for the use and benefit of the people, until 
required for the public service, or the defence of 
the country. That economy, which was deemed 
one of the chief virtues in a Republic, might not be 
perilled; that great patronage in any one of the 
departments, whch is dreaded as one of its chief 
vices, might not be here fostered by the expendi- 
tures of large sums cof money for the public ser- 
vier; and thatthe bardens of Government might 
rest lightly on the citizen, it was deemed wise po- 
liey to deposite this money with the States, until it 
should be required for the defence and service of 
the Government, 

Am TI not right, then, Mr. Chairman, in saying 
that the declared. palicy of this Government con- 


sisted, in an eminent degree, in a revenue for an 


economical Adminisiration—in an expenditure, 
limited to the smaliest amount consistent with the 
public interest? 


All gentlemen here say that these acts, which 
have given peace to the country, and satisfaction 
to the people, should remain nndisturbed—that 
they should be held inviolable. I have heard no 
one on this floor sty he would disturb the one act, 
by asking for protective duties; nor the other, by 
asking that the revenue deposited with the S ates 
be demanded, and required to be returned. But 
gentlemen here strive secretly to undermine this 


. policy, by asking that the proceeds of the sales of 


` 


tures for them. 


dered by the Senate. 


One ship of the line - - - 74 guns. 
Three frigates, first class - - 44 puns. 
Nine sloops, second class - - 18 guns. 
NUMBER AND RATE CF SHIPS IN 1841. 
One ship of the line - 74 gons. 
Three frigates, first class - - 44 guns. 
Two frigates, second class - - 36 gurs. 
Eight sloops, first class ~- = - 20 guns. 
Five sloops, third class: - Eig - 16 guns. 
-Three brigs - - - - 10 guns. 
Six schooners. 
Tne number of menin active service in 1829 
was Sk” E - - 3875 
The number of men in active service in 
184lis - - - - - 6,000 
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the public lands may be divided among the States; 
and that the revenue may be increased, to make up 
the deficit'which would be caused by this distribu- 
tion; going to work to figure the country in debt, 
in opposition to the statement of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and asking more revenue to meet 
the emergency. And they tell'us that, under the 
“niggardly policy” of the past and present Admi- 
nistratiens, the army and navy, and the fortifica- 
tions of the country, have been neglected; and de- 
mand more revenue to build up these interests, and 
to meet the desired. increase of the public expendi- 


Mr. Chairman, has the public service been thus 
neglected? Is not our navy now sufficient to 
protect our commerce in every sea on which it 
floats? Have not liberal appropriations been made 
to improve our fortifications? And have not 
our army, and its interests, been as well observed, 
as was required by the policy of our institutions? 
which does not regard a large standing army as the 
safest means of protection; buta well organized 
mililia, as the proper constitutional bulwark of pub- 
le liberty. i 

Here, six, is a letter in reply to one which I ad- 
dressed to the Secretary of the Navy, propounding 
to him several inquiries in relation to the naval ser- 
vice: 

‘ Navy DEPARTMENT, 

February 4, 1841. 
- Sir: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2d instant, enclosing a series of queries addressed 


to this department, and requesting as full an añswer as possible 
at the.earlist period convenient. 


Answers to the three first. queries have been prepared, and ° 


are herewith enclosed. ‘The information required in the others 
will occupy much time in its preparation, and will be given in 
subtance in reply to a call of the Senate. The papers containing 
it are on file in the office of the Navy Commissioners; and their 
whole force is now employed in compiling the document or- 


Thave the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
. J. K. PAULDING, 
Hon. Lewis STEENROD, 
`: House of Representatives. 


A part of the information enclosed in the letter 
of the Secretary, is as follows: 

Statement of the naval force in commission, with the 
number of men in active service in 1829 and 
1841. 

NUMBER AND RATE CF SHIPS IN 1829. 


This statement exhibits ihe increase of our ves- 
sels and naval force; and the Secretary of the Navy, 
in his last annual report, says: ‘‘ Neither the per- 
sons nor property of cur citizens have any where 
suffered outrage or wrong for the want of due at- 
tention in affording the means of protection and're- 
dress.” 

Within the period referred to above, the ap- 
ptentice system has been introduced into the navy; 
which, we are told, in the report of the Secretary, 
“continues in operation, and thus far its results 
are highly satisfactory. The conduct of the young 
lads is generally exemplary; and such is their 
rapid progress in the art of seamanship, that, by the 
time they are of age fer sea-service, our command- 
ers generally prefer them to older seamen. I take 
this occasion,” he says, “io recommend that this 
system be fostered to the utmos! extent of which it 
is susceptible, being fully of opinion that it p.esents 
one great means of partially, at least, reiedying 
that increasing scarcity of competent petty officers 
and able seamen, which greatly embarrasses. the 
operations of the navy, delays the sailing of our 
public vessels,” &e. The marine--corps has been 
increased, under the act of 1834, from seven hen- 
dred and fifty privates to one thousand; besides 
many commissioned and non-commissi:ned offi- 
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cers; and the pay of the navy has also been in- 
creased. ; 

In addition to this, great expetiditures have been 
made for the improvement of ‘the navy-yards, dry- 
docks, wharves, buildings, machines, shops, ship- 
houses, materials, and naval stores. f 

I have here a staiement, showing the increase of 
the army within the period heretofore referred ‘to; 
from which it will be seen, I think, that this branch 
of the public service has not been neglected. * 


Showing the incrcase of the army by the acts of 1832, 
f 1836, and 1838. 
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1. Figures marked with an asterisk, (*) show the reductions 
made. i : 

2. By alaw of March 2d, 1833, thearmy was increased by 9 
officers aud 65 privates; but not being embraced in the call, no 
mention thereof is made in the tabular statement. This in- 
crease, and the-battalion of mounted rangers, constitute the pre- 
sent Ist regiment of dragoons. > 
- 3. Six assistants adjutant general, eigbt additional assistant 
quartermasters, and four additional commissaries, were autho- 
rized by the act of July 5th, 1838; but being of the line, and not 
increasing the aggregate of officers, no account is taken of them 
in the table. . i 

4. Chaplains, not to exceed twenty in number, and wagon- 
masters, not exceeding twenty in number, were also-authorized 


by the law of July 5, 1838. ea 
- L. THOMAS, Asst. Adjt. Gen. 
ADJUTANT GENERAL’ S OFFICE, 
Washington, Feb, 2, 1841. 


In addition to this statement, permit me here to 
read an extract of a letter from G. Bomford, Colo- 
nel of Ordnance, in reply to some inquiries put by 

“me to the Secretary of War: - 


„judges, marshals, ang other officers. of the.courts,. 


“With ‘regard to the setond inquiry; Viz: Had there been'ah 


: any 
increase in the several. kinds of: ordnance aud ordiance stores: 
since 1829? I would siate that thére has certainly. been a great 


increase since that périod, the annual appropriation devoted to ©. 


that object having al ways been expended:.'To furnisha. detailed 
statement of each item which has been increased, would require 
a long time to prepare, and would make a document too. Vol 
minous to be of material use to the interrogator. *T theréfol 


beg leave’ to. refer, for a detailed statement under that head, tos. 


tables C and G, which accompany the annual report‘of this De- 
partment each each year to Congress, with the exception of ‘the. 
year 1840, where the papers B and C furnish the same-iniorma- 
tion: .- : i i RASE Sy X 
“With regard tothe Jast inquiry, viz: ‘Fas there been issued.. 
to the States, for arming, &c. of the militia, since 1829, thé esti“ 
mated amount under the law of 1808?" Thave to state, that “the 
annual appropriation, under the act of 1808, for arming ‘the mi. ` 
ditia, has been regularly expended, and the proceeds distributed 
to the several States for the use of the militia thereof, according 
to the returns made by the proper officers to the Adjutant Ge- 
neral, as required by jaw, These distributions have generally 
been made within the year, except in casea where the States in. 
terested chose to let the arms accumulate for a longer period.’» 


To this may be added $1,572,585 10, which has 
been appropriated for the 1mprovement of the two 
armories, fourteen arsenals, and one depot, exist- 
isting in the yeat 1829, and subsequently to ihat“ 
period; since which period, there has been ex- 
pended, in constructing six new arsenals and one 
depot, $658,375 31. There has been expended on. 
the fortifications on the Atlantic and Jake ‘shores, © 
finished and under construction, from the 4th’ of.. 
March, 1829, to the Ist of February, 1841,” 
$8,014,342 24... ee ee ee 

While I am free to confess that the appropria 
tions for these great interests have not been exor 
bitant, I maintain that they had not been “niggard- 
ly;” bat have been suchas accord with the policy 
of our institutions. “ : 

If it be the policy of England to have one hundred 
and twenty ships of the line, one hundred and thir- | 
teen frigates, fifty-eight steamers of war, and two 
hundred and eighty-seven sloops, her. immense 
standing armies, her superb fortifications, her hume 
berless foundries, armories, and garrisons, and her 
standing police—more than sufficient to do. batue 
to all Europe; to keep in subordination the citizens,.. 
under the burdens imposed to. support this magni- ` 
ficent policy—our policy has ‘been, in time of 
peace, to impose light burdens on the citizen; to. 
foster our national resources; aad should war come, ; 
every citizen will pour out his humble store,and eves. 
ry Siate its might, for the protection and defence of 
the couniry that has been so lenient in its burdens, » 
and so economical in its guardainship of the publie 

ood. 
j But, sir, the gentleman] from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Graves,] who addressed the committee on last 


_evening, has charged that the number of) officers 


and the patronage of the Government have greatly 
increased under the past and present : Administra; , 
tions, under the. policy which I have been endea- 
voring to sustain, © pre aie icaracy fame 
It is the duty imposed upon the President, to see 
the laws faithfully executed. The framers.of the 
Constitution deemed it wise to confer on him this , 
authority. Bat he cannot nominate or appoint 
any officer, nor create any cfiice, that is not 
authorized by the CoffStitution, or by laws made > 
in conformity with it, And as the great principles 
of this Rpublic become developed, as our commer- 
cial and agricultural interests extend, as our 
population advances, as: our: immense and 
boundless domain passes from the Government. 
into the possession of the citizen, as, our 
innumerable riyers and lakes become covered,’ 
with the living throng in 
of trade and commerce, as State after State 
is added to this. Republic of Republics, when all 
here is prospering and advancing, the power, 
patronage, and officers. of . this Government 
must increase, mus go. on, must advance. 


The immense number. -of acres of. publie. 
lands, which this. Government has: thrown 


into market, requires. officers to survey and dis- 
pose of them; your revenue laws require ports of 
entry, and officers to-prevent smuggling and to en- 
force the reveiue laws.. Since the year 1899, . 
there have been erected one hendred and. thirty- 
two light houses and beacons, and four monu- 
menis. These require keepers, superintendents, - 
and other officers. Theextension of the judiciary 
to the new. States, and over the increasing popala-:, 
tion of our territory, has increased the. number of 


the engagements 


‘Government: The post routes now covered 
service, as near “as caa be ascertained by 
taster General, amountto one hundred 
fty-five thousand seven hundred and thirty- 
nine miles; and.the annual transportation on them 
is about thirty-six million three hundred and seven- 
ty thousand seven hundred and seventy-six miles. 
This extension of the mail routes to almost every 
section of the country has required the increase of 
the post offices, since 1829, from 7,651 to 13,638. 
- «The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Graves} 
should recollect, that, while this policy of our in- 
stitutions has been sustained, it has’ not been by 
impoging adiitional taxes on the people; but under 
redùced- duties, and a system. of economy which 
has’ extinguished a debt of fifty eight. millions of 
dojlars, and returned beck to the, peopie, by de- 
~Pusiting. with the States, twenty-eight millions of 
dollars. j po 
„Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Massathu- sf 
setts [Mr. Apams] told us, a few days Since, when | 
addressing 
under consideration, ‘thatthe late election had - 
proven that the people ‘were not satisfied with the 
present Administration, and that he himself was not 
~~ shabisfied with it, And is this to be, the reason for 
changing the'past policy of the esgphiry? for lepis-. 
lating into. existence all those” d and dangei4 
rous principles forbidden by our Constitution, * 
and condemned by our Revolutionary fathers in 
framing our free and equal institutions? Is“thig 
Government now to commence its municipal and 
local legislation, encroaching on the province 
of the States; and have ascribed and conferred 
upon it the same powers over the fortunes of the 
citinen, that ithas over the general concerns of the 
States and the foreign relations of the nation? Is 
the Constitution to be ¿legislated away, to adminis. 
terto.that spiritoégain that thirsts -for place, and 
for’ that- desired favoritism in legislation, with 
which ‘the public mind was imbued during the last 
Presidential canvass, that then seemed resolved cn 
oversweeping public justice, public liberty, and the 
limits of the Coustitution? oe 
“The propositions I have here heard advanced 
and sustained by the members of that great par- 
ty whi@h, in the last Presidential canvass, was tri- 
umphant, ‘ate’ portentous of this, and will be alarmi- 
ing ` tò“ the friends of thé Constitution. 


“What, then, aré they? The. propositions to in- 
crease the fevenues'on cerldly articles. For what? 
Necessary revenue? No.” For-grotection? No. 


To take off a corresponding duty on the necessa- | 


ries of life? No. But to supply the deficitin the 
Treasury, which would be caused by the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the States. This is what was stated by a 
gentleman in the other end of the Capitol, [Mr. 
‘Wexssrer,] who is soon to take his seat as a mem- 
ber of the new cabinet. Thus the taxing power is to 
employed to extort revenue front” the citizen, 
to enabie this Government to be a bountiful 
alms-giver io the States, But. not only. the tax- 
ing power is thus to be employed; ‘but ‘the mo- 
ney power is to be seized upon; ‘not to coin 
money; and regulate the value of foreign coin 
—to, sir; but we are asked to strike down your 
branch mints, by withholding the appropriations 
hecessary to sustain them. And thus are we to 
. have the paper system permanently fixed où this 
country, by the creation of a Bank of the United 
States, which shall be the fiscal agent of this Go: 
vernment, and have the ‘use of our revenues td 
bank upon; shalt have its notes receivable and paid™ 
out for all public dues; shall have its paper the ex- 
changeable measure of value ofthe property and the 
labor of the entire cotintry: and this power, too, is 
to be exercised by this Government. Bat, sir, it is | 


‘thé commiltee on another “bill, then -i 


| 


= In reyly to Mr. Nisbi 


“not only the taxing power ofthis Governthent, and 
‘the money power that are. to ‘be employed, but the 
‘appointing power of the Executive is to bring the 
-citizen in more humiliating subjection to the pow- 
ers of this Government. Yes, sir, we bave been 
stold by a distinguished gentleman},one of authority 
‘In the land, that all the officers of the Government 
who. are the friends, the partisans, if'you please, of 
Mr. Van Burén, are to be displaced, ahd the parti- 
sans of General William Henry Harrisoi-appoint- 
ed in their places. Sir; these strong powers ‘were~ 
conferred upon this Government by the friends of 
: liberty with great reluctance; and this threatened 
abuse of them willajarm the people for the. public 
safety, and the security of the citizen. It must 
humble the State Governments, by invading their 
power; destroy the constitutional guard of the citi- 
zen, by rendering him dependent on the caprice of 
authority; and peril: the public liberty, by the in- 
fraction of its only security—a written Constitution; 
and build up here a geéat central power, a consoli- 
dated Government, that must ultimately settle 
down into a despotism. 
Mr. Chairman, I opposed -the coming in of this 
Administration with all my poor, but best exer- 
tions, at the sacrifice of my health, and at the 
peril of my life. 1 feared the overthrow of the 
ipast policy of the Government, and the introduc- 
tion of principles alien to our institutions and disas- 
. trong fo thécountry. This was the cause of the 
| extent of my opposition to General Harrison. I 
i hope, sir, that these apprehensions may not be re- 
“alized. I sincerely hope that he may so demean 
himself in his high office as to prove himself enti- 
tled to the confidence of this great, free, and gallant 
. people, Ihope he will call around him able and 
‘patriotic advisers——men in whom the people con- 
ghee üd. whose lives abound’ with testimony of 


fide }iBAHS the country.” I hope that he will admin- 
‘ister the. overnment as ore with limited and speci- 
fied poWefs, as one whose institutions are free and 


{raequal, and as one whose burduns should be just and 


light. Then, sir, all the friends of the country —all 
good men—will gather round him, and support him; 
and History wiil record his name on her impartial 
page with her favorite sons. Batif be should not 
do this, apd select as his chief adviser one who is 
suspected by many cf being opposed to the in- 
terest and liberties of this People; one who, in a 
dark hour of the country, when our free institu- 
tions were in peril, and a merciless foe were within 
our borders, sacking our towns, pillaging our coun- 
try, murderfig our people—-one who, in a season 
like this, refused to vote protection to the people 
and defence to the country;—if he should do this, 
and administer the Government on those principles 
which will encroach on the rights of the great 
masses, bearing heavily and burdensome on tke 
peopl», then, I say still, for one, in honor to the 
people, in deference to one they have honored, and 
in clemency to the. inf&rmities of age, spare him; 
but banish, banishhis advisers for ever from place 
and public confidence. | 


REMARKS OF MR. COOPER, 

OF GEORGIA, x 

In the House of Representatives, Febuary, te41—In 
reply to his colleague, [Mr. Nisgev.] 

Mr. COOPER rose and said: 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I feel a little surprised that my 
colleague, who. has just fiken his seat, should have 
risen with a fixed and deliberate Purpose to inflict 
what he supposed would’ a@imdunt to‘a chastisement 
on me; that this should have resulted from a candid 
and sincere effort t> do my duty, by repelling the 
slanderous attack of a member from Ohio, upon 
; our common constinents and their domestic affairs, 
in which 1 made no allusion to my colleague with- 
outa proper explanation. He hasspeken at length, 
:and with more warmth than he is wont todo. He 
| evidently designed to be severe to the utmost of his 


} ability. To avail himself of the advantage of his 


position, for the exertion of. his utmost power, he- 
has not hesitated. to contrast himself and-his po- 
} sition with mime. He has referred to the results 
) Of ‘the reeént election'in our State, with a manifest 


ra ~My. Cooper.” ~- 
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‘He has assigned to me a purpose and an object 
‘disclaimed by.me when Ispoke afew days age; 
‘which disclaimer was accompanied with a refer- 
‘ence io bis. private knowledge of my views of which 


he could not be dispossessed. I have not misun- 
derstood him. His-manner, his matter, and his 


‘words, establish.what I say. He said my posi- 


ae 


‘tion and his.-Were the antagonist. of each other; 


that I was-Seeking to wield public opinion against 
him;~tWat I was preparing the people of Georgia to 


“believe, that the Whigs of that State were advocating 


refused to accept the benefits of a chan 
-by other means? 


party down.” 


a tariff; that I was seeking to put myself.up, andhim 
and his party down. He claimed for himself by con- 
trast, an ardent zeal, in a statesmanlike manner, to 


_promete the Southern interests. He says that his col- 


leagues (meaning, I suppose, those to whom he di- 
rected his reply, Anrorp, Back, and myself) shall 


‘not claim to be the exclusive friends cf the South; 


that I assume to school hin—J, against whom the 
voice. of condemnation had gone out, who have 
been disbelieved by the people, and who, he says, 
will be disbelieved again. Finally he said, inre- 
gard to Southern interest, there is a power in essé 
north of the Potomae, on which he will throw him- 
self for aid; and whenever that power should mani. 
fest a disposition to meet him, he would not stand 
off on the rigid rules of party, and refuse to co-ope~ 
rate, but would meet them on common ground. `` 

I ought to feel humbled, sir, in presence of my 
colleague, and, in spite of his physical dimensions, 
I should realize the necessity of looking, up when 
I would behold him; but the considerations which 
have elevated him would place me lower that t 
nowam. Hehas procured that elevation by an 
abandonment of his policy; I have lost it by a re- 
fusal to do the like. ‘The same power that elevated 
him refused it to me, because I could not, like him- 
self, compromise my opinions, He must feel the 
consciousness of versatility, and for that rea- 
son must think less of himself as he ascends; whilst 
I never knew what it was, and hence am not re- 
quired to think any worse of myself, whatever your 
elevation may be. _ You are never so low as when 
you have lost confidegce in yourself. ; 

In this attempi to elevate himself by lowering 
me, my colleague is not entitled, to the credit of 
originality, since the committee now know no more 
of my discredit than it learned from me when I 
last spoke. I was more happy in the voluntary. ad- 
mission than be can be in the charge., 

In conceding to him the advantage of position; 
I have reference only to that accidental promotion 
which, with all a man’s merit, often happens to 
him by force of circumstances, which he has but 
litle merit in controlling, and which, fcr that rea- 
son, in the present case, may very soon place my 
colleague a little below the level of his starting 
point. That he won the prize, is trae; but, in win- 
ning it, he lost that, which to me is of greater va- 
lue, and therefore not to be parted with. 

Hesays, I have endeavored to “wield public 
sentiment.” How small th’s seems te me! That 
I should wish to wield public opinion. "Would my 
colleague do me injustice? By no means. Why 
then make this charge? Why can’the understand 
me? Why not comprehend my movements? He 
Te the fairest opportunity to know me tho- 
roughly. We were schooled together—have de- 
scended froma common ancestor. My life is all 
beforehim, in whatever station I haveacted. He 
knows it all. Why then has he not perceived the 
very little respect | have ever paid to that “public 
opinion,” which can be wielded by any man? Why 
has he omitted to observe, I have ever maintained 
that the only’ legitimate or reputable agents, with 
which to control or ‘wield public opinion, are the 
facts as they exist, and the principles of right and 
wrong applicable to them? Why fail to remark, 
whatevery act of my life shows, that I. have not 
only been unwilling that it should be wielded by 
myself or others on any plan than this; but have 

f ge induced 

Bat, be says, I an seeking to wield it “for the’ 
purpose of elevating myself, and putting him and his 
y This is stiil more remarkable. It is 
unauthorized and unjust. if he and bis party “are 


-what they have been,” I could not put TREM dowa 


without going down with them. ‘I have preferred: 
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to setihem up, though I: might remain down. 1 
would not have them up for gny purpose not avow- 
ed: in. 1833, when they. organiz:d. I could not 
wish them down, therefore, except to establish their 
own views and policy. This, sir, is what certain 
practicable gentlemen are pleased to` call an “ab- 
straction,” which renders me impracticable. Never- 
theless, itis with me a. pleasing ‘abstractisi” tone 
that I cherish as I love truth and rectitude. 

Put this colleague of mine down? No, sir. \He 
is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh. For 
that, and other reasons, I do not wish to see him 
prostrate. His errors I would gladly put down in 
him, not through him. I feel too much interest in*. 
him, to see him made the instrument of effecting 
mischief: hence the freedom, the candor and fideli- 
ty I have always exercised towards him, above all 
others. 

` He says I endeavor to prepare. the people of 
Georgia to believe that he and his party are advo-" 
cating a tariff. In this he has made a mistake. 
He must allude to the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wisk,] and two other of his colleagues, 
(Messrs. Brack and Atrorp,] each of whom di- 
rectly charged him and certain others from the 
South, who spoke with him on certain questions, 
with yielding to tariff influences, and of indirectly 
supporting a protective principle. Why does my 
cotleague forego the reply to those gentlemen, (two 
of whom are still in his own party alinement,) to 
‘make a thrust et me? Ihave made no allusion to 
the subject, being absent during that debate. But 
having scen my colleague’s speech; I take oc- 
casion here to say, that the sentiments it con- i 
tains, connected with what is doing and say- 
ing here, satisfy me that the charge made’ 
by those gentlemen is not without foundation. 
I regret that. he made that speech. It shows 
too great indifferencé to the protective principle. In 
it be said just what the friends of protection wanted 
him to say. To make it safe for him to say this, 
they venture to aver that they no lonzer wish a high 
protective tarif. Here is toe common ground of 
union; and when Southern members shall have 
gone thus far to meet the “power in esse north of 
the Potomac,” another compromise will be neces- 
sary to distinguish between a high and a low pro- 
tective tariff, and to enable Soutrern members who 
have taken this “power in esse” for their “ausili- 
ary” to persuade the people at home, that a high 
protective tariff is within the compromise. 

Again, sir: that speech shows two great indiffe- 
renċe to the views.of a very large portion of that 
party in Georgia to which I belonged, and stiil be- 
long, if there be one such, called the State Rights 
party. {know there is none such, however, since 
ithas dissolved. From Flint river to the wesiern 
border of Georgia, almost every man of that order 
agrees with me, and differs from my colleague in 
this: they make no distinction between tbe doctrine 
of State Rights and Nullifcation, and do not expec! 
him to claim the “exclusive” title of State Rights 
representative, and rise here to disparage the Nuili- 
fiers: they are identical. By his speech he shows 
a willingness to` sink those principles, for the mere 
gratification of disparaging one distinguished name 
connected with their history, and is prepared to go 
out of his way to strike the blow. 

But who does my colleague mean by “his party?” 
Does hë mean the Whig party here? If so, Ido charge, 
and would make the people of Georgia believe, 
(and’my colleague also, if I were not sure he 
knows it,) that his party are the advocates cf a 
protective tariff, and the only party that does advo- 
cate that policy. And I row claim the right, asa 
constituent, to address him, and tell him he must 
abandon all the policy heretofore supported by him 
and myself, or quit that party. I cannot too much 
admire the very upright view presented by the ho- 
norable member from Kentucky, (Mr. UNDER- 
woop,] who said “it is useless to try to argue when 
there are vital differences on`. principle; there must 
beasplit or a yielding of principle.” ‘Take the 
ground of the gentleman from the Norfelk district, 
(Mr. Mattory;} lay down your cardinal points, and 
sey if the Harrison party oppose these, T oppose them). 
if they support these, I support them. Then my” 
colleagtie and I could agree; for, if the Whig party 
sustain the measures proposed by that gentleman, 


(Mr. Mattony.} l am wilbng to go with them. I 


protective tariff; but, with ail his oppositicn to it, 

‘he is indirectly sustaining that policy by promoting 
and sustaining in power the only party who.advo- 
eate it... He surely dees this knowingly... How, 

“then, can he object to their eoutse, or to them, when 
they shall-enact what every one knows to be their 
policy te i es. 

. He says “I have attempted“to school him.” 
How? When or where? Not by my speeches— 
not on this foor. No, sir; tat can’t be said. It is 
true, that since 1832, he-and I have been political- 
ly intimate, and always personally so. With a 


t freedom and candor that was authorized and demand- 


ed-by_our relations, I have placed my views, and the 
reasons for them, before him, bu! never in a manner 
unkind or unbecoming those relations. Being of the 
same family, I had a strong desire to see him at 
ali times in. the position of strength—one that I 
could always sustain. Within the last twelve 
months, however, the prospect of realizing that has 
vanished. 
exhibition of a certain pliable material in him, 


expected bim to surrender. But I have not at- 
tempted to “school him.” So far from it, | made 
no aliasion to him in my remarks in reply to the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gippinas ] It seemed 
to suit bis purpose, and that of others, to convert 
it into a “family quarrel,” instead of joining me 
and my colleagues in repelling the attack of the 
membeis from Ohio and Maine. If my colleague 
had joined me in the defence, the entire forces of 


Ghio, from Maine, from Massachusetts, from New 
York, Connecticut, Vermont, and elsewhere; and 
we all should have had enouga to do. Instead of 
that, he chose to conciliate and keep down the 
assailani’s forces, by taming upon his colleagues. 
In a very short time, his colleagues will be entitled 
to their discharge, leaving only him and those who 
agree with him the battle field. He will then have 
fail scope for his ‘zeal for Northern interests.” 
And we shallsee how he wil manage to silence 
the fire of the enemy’s guns; and after taking them 
to his borom, and giving them the vantage ground, 
how he will repel their attack. We shall also learn 
what that “auxiliary in esse North of the Potomac” 
will avail him. 

My colleague claims the peculiar office of repre- 
senting State Rights men. We know, sir, he was 
sent here for that purpose; but why does he sit si- 
lent on this floor, opening nvt his mouth, whilst a 
host, with bitterness on their tongue, in the ranks 
of his own Whig asscciates, are daily abusing, re- 
viliog, and scoffing at the Nullifiers and their doc- 
trines? Why does he unite with them and travel 
oùt of his way to- ridicule and bring into disrepute 
what he and others call “Southern abstractions?” 
Why does he attempt to blend, confuse, and con- 
found the principles of the State Rights party with 
those of the Federal party? Why does he give his 
sanction to the profession that Federalism is a 
State Rights view of our system? If this be repre- 
sentation, then indeed he will be perfectly in order 
to represent anti-tariff constituents and defend a 
protective tariff. 


risee of the Pharisees;” and yet, to make himself 
practicable, he is practically yielding all construc: 
tion. To avoid being calied “rigid,” he wll meet 
the “power in esse north of the Potomac’? on com- 
mon ground. 

What does he mean by this “power in esse north 
of the Potomac?” Will he designate it. by mea- 
sures, or interests, or the names of men? ’ [tis iu- 
cumbent on my colleague to define his position. It 
is his error, or his weakness, that, amidst the flow- 
ers of rhetoric and ihe charms of oratory, he be- 
comes conspicuously obscure. 

He says I intimated in my reply to the member 
from Ohio, that my colleagues were missing. In 
this he is whelly wrong. Nothing was further 


from what I did and said. On the contrary, I gave 
evidence of their presence, by turning to them and 
| asking them to bear witness “to the grounds taken 
‘py the members. They were all present, and, as I 
: thought, they prepared to repel the attack, and I 


“doubt not would. have done so, but for ati appr 


know my col'eague and his party are opposed to a || hension that it might make. the battle too. conspi 


: to retire, wounded, as we are by our adversa: 


It has been put out of my view by the. 


which caused him to yield certain pviats I never: 


-to have attempted to effect their objec 


the assailants would have showed themselves, from }, 


He says he is a “strict constructionist,” “a Pha- - 
y 


et 


ous. , We are glad they yet have influence enough, 
by entreaty or otherwise, to .sijldice.as.par. 
enemy’s artillery. It will.at least-enable those. 
us who have been in the front.of. the engagemen 


front, and our friends in the ‘rear. We- hopa the. 
post of honor will besoon assigned to our colleague, . 
and that, freed from the annoyance of missiles. from, 
a friend at his back, he may have the glory-of the. 
victory. He asks you “who Iam?” and answers, 
bis own question by saying, I am “one against 
whom the voice of condemnation is gone forth; 
that my. constituents have not believed me, and 
will not. believe me again.” He states truly, in 
part, but, you have been told before, is not entitled 
to the credit of giving you the first information. He’ 
would not have repeated it, but.to purchase to himi- 
self a momentary gratification, which being abstain- 
ed from, would have done his heart and his head 
more credit. That my constituents have not De», 
lieved me is acmitied, but for that they are not to` 
blame. If there shall be a loss, it is theirs,.. They 
are in pursuit of their own happiness, and, 
should: pursue it in their ewn way. They. 
should effect it by. agents. of their own choos»: 
ing. It would have ‘been unwise . i : 


agent who differed from them as to the course 
be adopted. It is not for me to decide whether they , 
have acted wisely in selecting one who has:no po-, 
Key of his own toughing their. happiness, that he. 
may vot yield, for the honor cf serving them, no, 
opinions which he holds too rigidiy, to prevent a 
meeting between him and his “augiléery power. in, 
esse north of the Potomac.” : eee 
Whether they ‘wiil disbelieve” me or not, T have, 
never stopped to inquire, nor do I now. So jong as 
the duties of a station assigned to me, by them te~ 
quire me to declare what I know, and testify, 
what I sre, E shalt not asi. whether I shall be, be-. 
lieved. Itis my part to state truth—theirs to be 
lieve or disbelieve. Neither can I ever cons 
remodel or mystify the truth, for the ‘er 
being “believed.” i move ger ns 
My colleague says, “his is wholly the antagonist 
position to mine in politics.” Iam only surprised 
at the candid avowal on this floor. . Jf he had said ’ 
it tweive months ago, my surprise would have pro- 
ceeded from another cause, Bat how is it we are. 
antagonists? Is it in reference to our views of go- 
vernmeni? the principles of Jefferson, put forth, by 
our party in 1833? 1 apprehend it is; and I hope 
he will deal as candidly with all his constituents as 
he has with me. Jstill hold to them, and. act ‘on’ 
them. If he is my antagonist, he has become soby, 
an abandonment of them ‘since we ware elected. 
When we came here in 1839, we agreed also. in 
measures. If we now differ, be bas changed, Espe- 
cially did we agree in the purpose to oppose the 
Wh-g party and their measures, Bank, tariff, intera 
pal improvement, national debt, ete. How is it he. 
now is my antagonis’? The fact that. he, chose 
Harrison, and 1 Van Buren, did not, makeus so, 
since by the former he expected to accomplish the 
same which I proposed through the latter.. H 
was told before making that declaraticn, that 
ihe Whig Administration policy should prove. what 
he once though’, and what a Siete Righis Virgihia 
member, [Mr. Mattory.] a Whig, still thotght; I, 
for one, should sustain it as freely as T had Mr. 
Van Buren’s. This difference, therefore, can never, 
make us antagonists; and I cannow assure him, 
that if he is sincere in his profession of “strict con-: 
struction,’* the Stace Rights ‘principles of, 798, in 
his opposition to a United, States Bank, protective. 
tariff, internal improvements, gnda public. debt in 
time cf peace; I will consent not to yield-these mea~ 
sures and principles, éither to be “believed” at home 
or to conciliate “a power in.esse norih of the Potomac.” 
He will find jtimpossible to be antagonistical to 
me, unless. there caa bė ‘an antagonist who is not 
an opponent. ae 
What f have witnessed at this place, sir, reminds 
me forcibly of aremaik once made to me by one 
of Georgia’s most gifted sons, now no more—one. 
who was eminently distinguished for, the clearness 
of his conceptions, the brevity and forcé of hig: 
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language, the eloquence of his manner, the power 
of his-intellect, and the conclusiveness of his rea- 
sobing—-one who,’ during. a protracted service 
heré; stood conspicuous for his zeal, his ardent de- 
yotion ‘to, and consistent support of, the Republican 
policy: -F mean ‘the ` late- Thomas W. Cobb. 
Speaking of this. city; this Government ‘and their 


influences during one of those moments of: freedom ` 


in‘conversation, when he was wont to relax into-a 
familiarity of expression, peculiar to himself, he 


eoneluded:-hy saying: ‘By shot, Mark, we send Re- 


publicans' to ‘Washington, and they come back Fe- 
deralists:” i : 


1>? DEFERRED PROCEEDINGS. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
KN TuurspayyFebruary 25, 1841. 


The House beihg in Committeeof the Whole 
on the\Naval Appropriation Bll, Mr. SALTON- 
STALA, moved to strike out $1,425,000 and insert 


$200,000% fot. the increase, 
etc. of the Navy. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL spoke in support of bis 
motion at considerable length. The appropriation 
reported in the bill was, he said, wholly insufficient 
for the demands of the Department. It is so, said 
he, in the opinion of the Board of Commissioners. 
That appearsin every part of theirreports to the 
Secretary of the Navy. The estimates presented 
to Congress were not the result of their own judg- 
ments, founded on their knowledge and experience, 
but were cut down su as to bring them within a 
certain ‘amount, to which ihey were restricted This 
was the course toe last year as well as this. The 
Secretary of the. Treasury forms the- best con- 
jectural opinion he can as to the amount of revenue 
forthe'year. This is reported to the President, 
and then it is parcelled out among the different 
departments and branches of the service. ‘The 
Board say expressly, that their estimates were 
made tunder the restriction that the whole estimate, 
exclusive of marines, shall not exceed 65,025,000.” 
This is ail wrong, said Mr. S.; the head of- the 
Department, with the aid of the Commissioners, 
Ought to slate that the present condition of that 
great branch cf our Government, the Navy, and 
the amount of appropriation required. I do not 
say that their opinion should be conclusive. There 
is a tendency in all ‘boards of officers to magnify 
the importance andthe wants of iheir respective 
departmenis. “But they should make the estimates, 
in the first instance, and these show'd be submitted 
to the examination of the President or the Cabinet. 
Mr. 8. then remarked on the duties of the Board, 
their experience, andthe great consideration to 
which their opinions are entitled. 

Mr. S. then referred to the actof 1840 which 
placed under one head appropriations which had 
before been made under several, and referred also 
to the report of the Commissioners to show’ that, 
after deducting from the amount appropriated in 
the bill the sum which the experience of twenty- 
five years had proved to be necessary ‘to preserve 
a value in vessels and stores equal to the original 
cost” the sum of $100,000 only will be left for the 
increase and improvement of the Navy. 

One hundred thousand dollars for the increase 
and improvement of. the Navy! Who will say 
that this is sufficient? It is a pitifal sum for the 
service for which it is required. Besides, we owe 
a large sum to the Naval appropriations. We 
have borrowed from the appropriation for the 
gradual improvement of the Navy, which was to 
be applied to other purposes, $670,000 for the two 
steam vessels now nearly completed, This ought 
to be restored; this House did restore it in Me ap: 
propriation bill of last year, but it was struck out 
in the Senate, as was also an appropriation for be- 
ginning a third steam vessel, on account of the 
state of the Treasury. They applied to the Naval 
bill the process of incision, and annexed to the 
Army and other bills the extraordinary proviso sub- 
mitting to Execulive discretion a large portion of 
the appropriations, `- 

Mr. S. then referred to the acts passed from 
time to time, by which at least $500,000 had been 
annually appropriated for the increase and im- 


repair, armament, 


“Jars for all this! 
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provement of the Navy since the vear 1816, the 
last of which expired in March, 1840. The ap- 
propriation, said he, is wholly insufficient. No 
one can read the documents from the Navy Depart- 
ment and’ have a doubt about it) The Commis- 
sioners tell us whatthey want to do with the money; 


-they want-to.compleie the two steam frigates “if 


the necessary appropriation is made;” they want 
to build athird steam vessel to be propelled by 
_Eriesson’s. propeller by way of experiment, and 
they say that “they were prevented from including 
this in the estimates for 1840 by the supposed ne- 
cessity of limiting the estimates to a certain 
amount;” they want to complete the frigate Con- 
gress, a 60 gun ship, on a new model, the success 
of which it is important to try before building 
other vessels of the same class; and they are desi- 
rous of replacing the Guerriere,a name which ex- 
cites a thrillin every American bosom, as it is 
associated with our first naval battle and naval 
victory—a name which ought to be forever pre- 
served in our Navy. One hundred thousand dol- 
It is utterly inadequate. They 
must either stop and not go on todo what the 


good of the country reqnires, or they must draw | 
the funds from other branches of the service, and’ 


of course throw additonal burdens on the next 
year. Is this wise? Are we reduced so low as to 
render this necessary? 

Mr S. then spoke of the importance of the Navy; 
its importance was admitted, it had been ever since 
‘he last war. Time had been when the Navy had 
its enemies, but it had long since passed. It had 
gained universal favor by its gallant conduct—by 
the glory it had acquired for itself and the country, 
He referred, also, to what other nations weie doing 
for the enlargement of their navies, their steam- 
ships, &c. What would be our situation (he 
asked) in case of sudden wai?—not that he appre- 
hended it- He trusted that we should be saved 
from such a calamity. But now was the time to 
prepare for an eventto which we might bs liable 
But a navy (said he) is not required for war alone. 
It is essential for the protection of our vast com- 
merce spread over the globe. That wasone of the 
reasons for its original establishment. Our Navy 
is our best representative every where, and our best 
protection from insult and injury. We ought to 
havea naval force in every sea, where other mari- 
time nations have established naval stations. 

Mr. S. then adverted to the late scizares of 
vessels belonging to his constituents on the coast 
of Africa, ani contended that ifa proper naval 
force had been there, the outrages in all probability 
would not have occurred. ‘Then why didnot the 
gentleman agree tothe proposed amendment? 

The only"reason which can be given is, the state 
of the Treasury ! The money is all gone! Is this 
a good reason? Will the country s consider it? 
No. Letus, said Mr. S. issue Treasury no'es, 
or resort to a loan, in aay mode, rather than 
suffer our Navy to languish. Not a permanent 
loan, for I deny that there is now, or ever was, a 
party in this country in favor of a permanent debt 
upon principle; or a conflict of parties on'this sub- 
ject, as has been asserted in a high quarter. Think 
ofthe resources of this great country; with its im- 
mense commerce, its vast agricultural prodvets, 
its, swelling popolation, and such a population, so 
intelligent, so enterprising. Let us not then 
make stinted appropriations for our Navy. Let us 
grant all that the Department really needs. We 
owe it to the navy; we owe it to our country. 

Mr. S expressed the hope that no party feelings 
or considerations would be permitted to mingle in 
the debate, or to effect the decision of a great 
national question. Let one institution he pre- 
served from the contamination of party strife—et 
that be our gallant Navy. 


Mr. JONES of Virginia, chairman of the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means, replied, and expressed 
his entire concurrence in the sentiment that ‘the 
Navy was a most important arm of the national 
defence; but said that it was necessary, in legislat- 
ing in regard to it, to look further than this. 
What had the Department, whose duty it was to 
superiutend the whole subject of the expenditures 
of Government, submitted as an estimate of the 
amount necessary to be appropriated to this branch 


H. of Reps. 


of the service for the present year? 1,425 000. 
The Committee of Ways and Means had not re- 
duced this amount by a single dollar, but had in- 
serted it just as it stood in the appropriation bill, 
It was true this amount did not comport with the 
Opinions: of. the Board of Navy Commissioners; 
but that alone was not to govern the House. If 
the wishes ef these. concerned in the expenditures 
of each Depariment should be complied with, the 
expenses of the Government would be enormous 
indeed, exceeding by millions any heretofore known. 
The gentieman from Massachusetts [Mr. SALTON- 
STAaLL,] who proposed to augment the appropria- 
tions under this single item by the amount. of 
$575,000, was himself the man who had the most 
loudly and thoroughly condemned the expenditures 
of the existing Administration as extravagant, and 
had promulgated that sentiment throughout every 
quarter of the country. So. had his political 
friends. But the moment the estimates. were 
brought down to a more reduced scale, they were 
the firstto cry out and denounce the Administra- 
tion for its parsimony. 
honorable member? The estimates were carefully 
made up frem a view cf the whole subject. The 
President and the Secretary of the Navy had had 


the full benefit of the report of the Board of Navy’ 


Commissioners, on which the gentleman mainly 
founded his amendment; they had been in posses- 


sion of the fullest information, and had acted on a | 


deliberate consideration of the whole. The gen- 
teman was mistaken if he supposed the Secretary 
of the Treasury alone was concerned in submitting 
the estimates cf public expenfitures to Congress. 
The estimates from the other Departments were 
not submitted to his correction, but were laid before 
a joint meeting of the whole Cabinet; they had 
agreed on the sum inserted in the bill; and what 
was opposed to i? The naked opinion of the 
Board of Navy Commissioners. 

The estimates which had heretofore been sub- 
mitted, under various heads, in separate sums, 
were now directed to be summed up under one 
head of the present item. The Commissioners now 
told Congress that 14% per cent. of the whole 
value ‘of the Navy wasrequired for its repairs; but 
they hed changed their opinion on this subject, 
having formerly considered. 10 per cent. sufficient. 
In the British service, the rate allowed was 124 
per cent. but heretofore, in our service, 10 per cent. 
had been allowed, and it had proved to be suffi- 
cient. A large amount of the sum appropriated 
last year remained still unexpended, and the bill 
now added to that amount $1,425,000 more. 

(Mr. Barnard here inquired of the chairman on 
what data it had been that the Secretary of the 
Navy directed the Board of Navy Commissioners 
to graduate these estimates in such a manner, so 
that they should notexceed, in all, the amount 
of $5,025,0002] . 

Mr. Jones replied that he had not inquired 
into the reasons of the Secretary. Congress were 
in possession of the mest ample means of ascertain» 
ing the resources of the Government. Mr. J. sup- 


“posed that five millions were deemed as much as. 


could be afforded to be applied to this particular 
branch of expenditure. Bul they were told by 
gentleman that they must not look to the means 
of the Government, but simply have regard to 
what amount of money it was desirable to expend, 
and go on forthwith to appropriate it. If the 
money was not in the Treasury, or to come into it, 
the Government could borrow; and why not? But 
could such a course be deemed wise in 2 man’s pri- 
vate concerns? Prudent individuals, before running 
into debt, looked first to their means of payment; 
and the same rule would apply to the affairs of 
Government. Many gentleman were ready to 
make appropriations to any and every amount that 
could be asked; esteeming a national debt. a 
national blessing; but Mr. J. did not belong to 
that scheo]; he considered a national debt a 
national curse, and never to be incurred save ur- 
der the most urgent and unavoidable. necessity. 
If we were at once togo on, and build upa navy 
that shou'd compete with all the navies of 


European powers, it was not twenty, nor forty, 


nor one hundred millions that would pay the price 


of it. The gentleman had complained that a large 


Feb. 1841,- 


What would suit the - 


« 


Mar. 1841. 


267TH Cons..:...2np SESS. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. . 


Fortification Kil— Mr. Starkweather. 


portion of the regular fund fer the gradual increase 
and--improvement of the Navy hàd.. been diveried 
from that object; but who had done this? Congress. 
The. fund had accumulated to the ameunt of 
$1,500,000; and Congress thought 1 best to take a 
part.of the money, which would- have gone back 
into the Treasury, and app'y it to the building of 
two steam frigates. Tsere were ampie materia’s 
on hand; and contracts had been entered into for 
the means of constructing 15 ships of the line, 18 
frigates, 15 sloops of war, 9 sieamers, besides cop- 
per and iron, &c. These contracts were autho- 
rized by law; and it was asceriained that, in 
applying the money of the fund, no inconvenience 
would. be sustained. The present bill allowed 
$750,000 for the gradual increase and improve- 
ment of the Navy, and it was founded on safer 
data than the. suggestions of. any individual 
member. ` 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
MONDAY EVENING, March J, 1841. i 
Afier the recess, x 

The House being in Commitiee of the Whole on 
the fortification bill, reported by the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means, | i f 3 
“Mc. POPE resumed his remarks. He urged the 
committee not to insist, at this time, en any new 
~ measures of defence: it was better to postpone it 
entirely for the new Administration, and let them 
take the entire responsibility. He was entirely" 
without authority to speak for that Administration, 
but should lend it his honest and hearty support. 
He gave credit to Mr. Van Buren fer the pacific 
course he had pursued. He warned gentlemen not 
to tell the nation they could not be kicked“ into a 
war: it was dangerous language to so excitable a 
people. Give the new Administration fair oppor- 
tunity to ward off the national dangers if it could 
be-done with honor and propriety. He sould 
make no war speeches and no war reports. He 
concluded by advising his friends to suffer the bul 


to pass. 

Mr LINCOLN addressed the committee at some 
Jengih in favor of an increased appropriation for 
Boston harbor. 

Mr. HAND was opposed to amendiag this dill 
by inserting the items from another bill. Mr. H. 
was one who believed we should have war. Eng- 
land could not sustain herself long without it; he 
deprecated, however, all excitement of feeling. 
He hoped the conduci of the people on the borders 
would not be rashly condemned; they certainly 
had received great provocations. . He believed the 
new improvements in. war were no objection to 
forts; England did not think so, for she was repair- 
ing oid ones and building new. What we chiefly 
wanted was sufficient f.rtresses and well-stored ar- 
senals. This lesson was taught us by the expe- 
rience of the last war. (He here paid scme com- 
pliments to the militia, not very plainly heard by 
the Reporter.) Mr. Fi. observed that the whole 
sum needed for the entire system of fortress de- 
fence would cust us but sixteen millions. He 
pleaded the necessity and expediency of a fortre:s 
in his own district. 

After some remarks from Mr. JAMESON, 

Mr. STARK WEATHER of Ohio, gave notice 
that he should discuss the question at large, and 
thould not address this committee alone, but the na- 
sion at large. It had been said the Northern fron- 
tier was at the mercy of her Britannic Majesty; but 
yonrg Ohio was ready to meet her Majesty; ihey 
bad there a fortification which she could not over- 
come, no, not with the aid of Russia and France. 
She invited the foe to come, and’ she would make a 
slaughter-house and burying grousd of her soil. 
The East were a nation of beggars; a paie-faced 
people, who ran behind a fort; the people of the 
West meet the enemy on the open field. The 
American people have never yielded their stripes 
and stars to the British licn; (he meant on the wa- 
der.) Perry had covered the whole lakes with glo- 
ry. Mr. 8. said he intended to speak the balance 


ef the session—not onthe question before the com- ` 


mittee, {or he did not know what that’ was. Con- 

necticut gave him birth, and what little bringing up 

he had, he got there. He complimented.-their enter- 
rise, but charged dhem with a love ef gain. 


The CHAIR called the gentleman to order, and 
required him to cunfine himself to the question. 

Mr. S. insisted he hed a right to speak on the 
prospecis of war, and the necessity of defence. He 
derided theifea of defending Maine, because one 
Cape Ced fisherman could whip twenty British 
sailors on the ocean; so could- one-Ohio-ranger do 
the like to twenty British soldiers on land. - We 
had nowa hero in the chair—a hero at the head of 
the nation; he would whip-them as he did at Tippe- 
canoe. The Indians had carried away their scalps, 
‘but it was confidently said that thirty were killed. 
This hero was to fight—with whom? With a wv- 
mar, Without money and almost without men he 
had whipped the British; and yet now it was said 
we should be whipped to death. No. Arericans 
never were whipped with equal advantages. With 
General Harrison at our head, no nation dare at- 
tack us. He was a son of the mother of States, 
but he had lived in Ohio; they knew him when he 
was the clerk of a counting-house; and he had 
burnt more wigwams which were deserted than 
any man living. Tais argument was conclusive. 
The Honse must be convinced; it was now time 
to convitice the galleries. He here quoted some 
verses; and then said he should address himseli to 
the-fairest and most beloved portion of our-prople. 
Freedom of action and of speech were constitution: 


al right, (this was an episode;) and if ke had the 
* power of keeping the committee in order till the 4th 


of March, he wished to. reply to some remarks 
made three weeks ago. He had so no nation dared 
attack us with our beloved hero at the head of the 
nation. Ithad been said that the election of Gen. 
Harrison settled the question that a tarif law was 
to be passed. : 

The CHAIR interposed and reminded Mr. S. 
that the tariff was not in order. 

Mr. S. insisted that it must be, to show bow the 
money in this bi.l was to be raised. Some believed 
that a called session was necessary fo pass a law 
laying duties cn silks and wines. 

Tke CHAIR again called Mr. S. to order.. 

Mr. S. said it had been said there was a drficien- 
cy inthe Treasury; it had been full—was now 
empty, and did not contain money enough to jingle 
ona tombstone; yet gentlemen now asked more 


tion, and to increase a navy which, when not half 
its present number, whipped the navy of England. 
The treasures of the country hal been squandered, 
it was said, in erecting palaces of more than East- 
ern magnificence. 

Mr. S. was then about to speak of the ineonsis- 
teney of the Opposition in relation to the furniture 
atthe White House, when . 

Mr. EVERETT here called to order on the 
ground of jrrelevancy. 

Mr. BEATTY. Yes, that is always the case. 
When any of our party are about to tell gentlemen 
things they do not like, they always shout ‘‘order.” 

Mr. S. said he would relieve the committee cf 
all unpleasant feeling. He had sat here for three 
months subject to the same inconvenience. If he 
believed that others, who could not speak a whit 
better than he, could be stopped in like manner, he 
would take his seat; but otherwise he could assure 
gentlemen he should speak Ull ihe blushes of the 
4th of Marek appeared. 

The question on the amendment of Mr. Su.tu, 
proposing to insert $6,600 for Forts Preble and 
Scammel, in Portland harbor, and $4,000 for re- 
pairing foris at Wiscasset, Damariscotta, Castine, 
and Eastport, in Maine, was then put and decided 
in the negative. 

Mr. CROsS moved an amendment for Fort 
Wayne, $50,000. Tie earnestly pressed the neces- 
sitv of such a work. Fhe Indians were already 
much embittered against the Government; and if 


-they saw it neglecting the frontier, would be em- 


boldened to make an attack. They were not then 
in a condition to repel invasion; and the Govern- 
ment was bound. by treaty to preserve peace 
among the Indians, and between them and the set- 
tlers. ; 
Mr. JONES opposed the amendment. The pre- 
sent bill applied only.to works begun; the army bill 
contained some provisions for the Western fronti:1; 


money to fortify a country ‘hat needed no fortifica-_ 


this bill was net the proper place for them. The. 


site of this fort was notoriously. unhe 


thy, 


it was proposed to remove the site of the forti- 


cations. ‘ ae 


Mr. CROSS urged his point, saying ‘that itwould 
be destruction to that region for the Government to - 
withdraw from paints now fortified. =° =? s 

Mr. WILLIAMS of New “Hampshire opp 
ibe amendment in’a -speech of some length: The 
object embraced in`tbe amendment, he said, was 
not of sufficient importance to justify an incréased ~ 
expenditure. He had, at all times, labored'to keep 
down expenditures as low as: practicable, with’a 
proper regard to the pablic interest, and to preserve: 
a financial policy simple and economical; and’ he. 
could not now, just at the time the people had been’ 
seduced into a belief that the expenses of the Admi- 
nistration were extravagant, vote to increase ‘them; 
untilthe tree character of the past expenditares 
were better understood: by the peoples He: thén 
proceeded to show that the expenditures ‘of the 
Administration for the ordinary and permanent 
purposes of the Government had been reduced 
below ibat of any preceding Administration, ‘and 
to deiend i's general measures, policy, and -princi 
ples. pe ih 

The question being put on the amendment; it 
was negatived. : À To 

Mr. KEMBLE meved-an amendment for forti” 
fications at the outlet- `of Lake © Champlain, 
$50 000. ce j E TA 

Mr. Kempie moved an additional section, allow-" 
ing the President power to transfer’ the’ appropria- 
tions in the bill. cae ga EAN 

Mr. EVANS moved to amend the bill by adding 
thereto the following section: 

“For reappropriations of several amounts ĉar- 
ried io the surplus fund for the objects hereinafter 
named: i 

“For continuing 
$5,869. 

“For erecting a mound or sea wall along the pe-: 
ninsula separating. Lake Erie from Buffalo creck, 
$3,463. ? eee h 
ee the sea wall for the preservation of: Fairs 
weather island, and repairing the bréakwater: of 
Black Rock, in Connecticut, $2,800. eee 

“For the eenstraction of a road from Tallahas- 
see fo lola, in Fiorida, $9,500. sie LE Tos 

“For the military road from Fort Ciawford ‘to 
Fort Howard, $232. ae 

“For Wilmington harbor, Delaware, $2,411. 

“or the improvement of the inland channel be- 
tween St. Mary’s and St. John’s, $6,102. í 

“For the improvement of Dog river bar and 
Choc aw pass, in Mobile harbor, $7, 134, s 

“For the removal of obstructions at Ashtabula’ 
creck, Onio, $369. : SNG 

“For the improvement 
$1,166.” 

Mr. Evans explained the amendment to be for 
the reappropriation of certain small amounts which 
had gone back mto the Treavury. It had been 
earnestly recommended by tre War and Treasury 
Departments. The Secretary of War had been 
about to draw the money, but was dissuaded from 
doing so by the persuasions of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, under. the assurance that itshould be: 
reappropiiated. ‘The sums were small, and were 
chiefly intended to keep in preservation the public, 
property, now so exposed that the Department of 
War had not a dollar to pay a man to. take caré of 
tools. If this prevailed, Mr. Evans should move 
a generalsum of $50,000 for the preservation. of 
public proyerty in various other portions of the 
country. ‘This was a mere reappropriation.. 

Mr. JONES inquired for Mr. Evans's authority 
for what he had said relating to the-understanding 
between the War and Treasury Departments, `> 

Mr. EVANS replied tbat his authority was that 
of the Head of the War Department, from whom 
he quoted a letter im his hand. 

Mr. JONES submitted whether this amendment 
was in order on an appropriation bill, to appropriate: 
for roads, harbors, &c. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment to be out of: 
order. ae, 

Mr. JONES moved that the committee rise and 
report the bill; but withdrew the motion at. the re: 
quest of o: 


works at Bufalo harbor, 


of Cleveland harbor, 
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‘Mr. W. THOMPSON, who moved an amend- 
ment for the preservation of the site of Fort John- 


son, harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, $16,000; 


the case. was. precisely similar to that in an amend- 
ment which had.been: adopted. . E 

Mr. T. read documents from the Department 
showing:the need. of the appropriation. 

-Mr HOLMES explained the facts and. support- 
ed the motion of: his colleague, urging the necessity 
of a speedy application, of aid to: save the fort 
from being undermined by the sea. He protested, 
inthe name of a.commercial people, against the 


meanness: and parsimony which had marked the 
Proceedings of the Administration on these sub- 


jects... He was a friend of that Administration, but 
he could not approve of this, Mr... said he did 
dread a war; and he reproached the committee 


With their inertness in making preparations to meet 


the case... 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON moved an amendment for the 
rehase of. an arsenal in Charleston. Ih that city 
there was neither arsena} nor custom: house belong- 
ing to the United States. If this epportunity was 
lost, the building used would be bought by a pri- 
vate individnal. ; 

Mr, JONES objected to the amendment, and the 
CHAIR ruled it oat of order. 

The question now coming up on Mr, KemsLE’s 
amendment, giving the President power to transfer 
appropriations, . 

Mr. LINCOLN said it was unnecessary, the 
President haviug that power already by law. 

. The amendment was withdrawn. 

' Mr.. JEMESON moved to add an appropriation 
of. $25,000 for Fort Leavenworth.. He supported 
the motion by some remarks, observing that it was 
founded on an estimate. Fort Leavenworth was 
‘the key. of the Missouri frontier. Why it was over- 
looked by the Committee of Ways and Means, he 
could not conceive. 

The amendment was negatived. 

“Mr. HABERSHAM offered an amendment of 
$5,000 for a fort at Savannah, to preserve it in some 
State of repair. The Department had recommend- 
ed $50,000. 

‘The item was rejected. 

Mr. CRANSTON moved $13,000 for complet- 
ing a dyke for the light-house on Goat Is!and. He 
stated the great want of the ecmpletion of this 
work., The want of it was a great annoyance te 
the.commerce, not only of Rhode Island, but from 
all other quarters. 

The amendment was ruled out of order. 

Mr. CROSS moved an amendment of $10,000 
for a military post on the western border of Ar- 
kansas. 

Ruled out of order, 

Mr. JONES moved for the rising of the com- 
mittee. 

: Which prevailing, thecommittce rose and report- 
ed the bill and awendments to the House. 

Mr. WELLER moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, put, and carried. 

The amendments to the bill. were read. 

- The item for Fort Macon, North Carolina, hav- 
ing been read, and the question being on concur- 
rence, e yeas and nays were demanded and or- 
dered;. and, being taken, resuled as followed: 
Yeays 79, nays 53, 

So the amendment was carried. 

The other amendment8 having been then agreed 
te-— 

The bill was ordered to its third reading, read a 
third time, passed, and sent to the Senate. 

Mr. JONES sent a resclution to the Chair, sus: 
pending the joint ru'e of the two Houses which pro- 
vides that “no bill or resolution that shall have 
passed the. House shall be sentio the Senate fcr 
concurrence on either of the three last days of. the 


- session,” so far as the Army, Navy, Indian, Ford. 


fication, Military Academy, and two other small 
appropriation, bills which passed the House on Sa- 
turday ‘night, are concered, which resolution was 
agreed to. . ; s 
` Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved to 
adjourn, but withdrew the motion. 
DISTRICT BANKS. 
Mr. W. COST JOHNSON moved to suspend 
he rules to take from the table the Senate bill to 


continue. the corporate existence. of the Banks of 
the District. of Columbia: - 
‘Mr. CAVE JOHNSON demanded the yeas and 
nays. foe mend ; i 
. Mr: W. COST JOHNSON said bhe would not 
debate the bill; all he wished was, that a silent vote 
be taken. t 2, . 
Mr. WELLER moved to adjourn. at a few mi- 
nutes before 8 o’elcck, p. m. f N 
Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina asked the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. .. 
Mr. WELLER withdrew the motion, but it was 
immediately renewed by another member. 
The yeas and nays were taken, and resulted as 


follows: Yeas 39, nays 103. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a call of the House. 
Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved to adjourn. 
The veas and nays were domended, but refused. 


And thereupon the House, at a quarter past eight 


o’clock, adjourned. 


ie é 
REMARKS OF MR. NICHOLSON, 


OF TENNESSER, 5 

In Senate, February 16, 1841—The amendment 
offered by Mr. Hubbard to include trading and 
other incorpora‘ed companies in the ‘bill to Ès- 
tablish a uniform system of bankruptey,” being 
under consideration— 

Mr. NICHOLSON adcressed the Senate as 
follows: 

Mr. Presipent: I have no disposition to pro- 
tract the debate, which has already been continued 
until it has lost much of its interest in the Senate. 
I should be content with giving silent votes against 
the bill and the proposed amendment, but for the 
fact that such votes might be subject to miscon- 
struction. Wuhout troubling the Senate, therefore, 
with an elaborate argument, I will only tax its 
patience with a brief statement of the reasons 
which will govern me in voting upon the measore 
under discussion. 

Nothing but thehigh obligation imposed by a 
sense of duty couid restr.in me from gratifving 
my own feelings, by supporting a proposition 
which appeals so powerfully to our humanity. If 
evidence were wanted of the immense amount 


| and extent of the distress and suffering which ex- 


ist in every portion and. in every rank and cndi- 
tion of our country, enovgh to satisfy any mind 


| may be found- in the memorials. which are daily 


presented here, ca‘ling upon us to interpose relief 
by passing a bankrupt law, There are high con- 
siderations of public policy, as well as of humanity, 
which strongly incline me to lenda favorable ear 
to these numerous appeals. lam satisfied that 
whilst the passage of a bankrupt law would open 
a speedy way to the deliverance of thousands of 
honest, but unfortunate, debfors, who have fsllen 
victims to the abuses of the credit system, it 
woald, at the same lime, restore their energies, 
and enable them to become again valuable mem- 
bers of society. [hold that, in teo many cases, 
the man who is bowed down under a weight of in- 
debtedness, from which be cannot hope to relieve 
himself by his own exertions, is worth but-little to 
himself, his femily, or his country. 

Bat whilst I thus frankly acknowledged the force 
of tbese high and humane considerations, duty 
demands that I shailno: forget the true natnre 
and character of the remedy proposed for relief. 
We are called upon to step in Letween the creditor 
and his debtor, and, by the exercise cf an extya- 
ordinary power, to annul their contracts entered 
into voluntarily, and upon valuable considerations. 
We are apsealed to for relief, by pronouncing 
bonds, entered into with all formality and solemnity, 
nuil and void: toenter the very templesof justice, 
to close their dcor against the creditor, and even 
to vacate the very records cf the courts; and all 
this we are called upon to do, without the consent, 
and even against the remonstrances of the credi‘or. 
That such a power exists in Congress, andin Con- 
gress alone, is conceded, at least so far as the 
trading part of the community in concerned. But 
the bistory. cf our country proves that it has Jaid 
dormant in the Ccnstitution, with the exception of 
about three years, during oor whole: existence as 
a Government, Iiafer from this fact, that there 


is asettled. repugnance in the American character 
to the exercise of a power which interferes with 
individual contracts.. Our, history is marked with 
periodical revulsions in the monetary affairs of 
thé country, attended, time after time,. with a de- 
gree of suffering and bankruptcy equal, at least in 
amount and extent, fo that which now exists. In 
every such instance, except one, the native ener- 
gies of our countrymen have enabled them to re. 
cover from their embarrassments without the in- 
terference of this Government. On one occasion 
only was a bankrupt. law resorted to; and then, 
although enacted to continue in. force for but five 
years, il was permitted to standin force for but 
three years. Ps : 

But there is another consideration connected 
wih’ the subject, which goes far in determining 
my vote. Amidsi that heavy mass of memorials 
under which our tables are groaning, I find not one 
from the State which I have the honor, in part, to 
represent.. The citizens of that State have not 
escaped the calamities which have fallen upon 
the enterprising in other portions of the country. 
They, too, have pushed the credit system to an ex- 
treme point, and they, too, are reaping the bitter 
consequences. But, so far, they are enduring their 
fale silently, and, I trust, are appealing success. 
fully to the resources of industry and economy for _ 
relief. It is certain, at-Jeast, that their voices have 
not been heard in this chamber. ; 

Under the influence of such considerations, I 
cannot, at this time, consent to exercise a power 
so delicate and responsible. But, in coming to 
this conclusion, candor requires me to state, that 
if, upon more mature consideration, I shall become 
convinced that the exercise of this power ought to 
be resorted to, and especially if the developments 
of public sentiments in my own Sale shall indicate 
a wish for such relief, I shall not feel myself so 
committed by my present conrsc, as to preclude 
me from acting differently tereatter. 

Having said thus much in explanation of my 
vote on the original bill, I wiil now proceed to ex- 
amire the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hussarn.] That 
amendment proposes to place banking and other 
trading corporations on the same footing with in- 
dividual traders. Ifthey are at any time unable 
or unwilling to redeem their notes with specie, and, 
upon demand made, refuse so todo, they are by 
this amendment to be declared bankrapt, and be 
placed in the hands of commissioners, their affairs 
wound up,and their effects distributed amongst 
their creditors. It is designed to operate as a 
preventive measure against the frequent recurrence 
of those fatal expansicns and contractions of the 
bank paper currency, which lie at the bottom of 
theruin and distress which never fail to follow 
these abuses of the credit system. ' 

It cannot be denied that such a restriction would 
go far towards checking and limiting the issues of 
barks. That it weuld secure an entirely stable 
currency would be more than cculd be reasonably 
anticipated... So long as that radical defect in 
our system of banking continnes, of uniting in 
the same corporation the rightof lending and of 
creating currency, expansions and contractions to 
some extent must exist, Our whcle experience 
fully demonstrates the necessity of adopting some 
some remedy which will jimit the ruinous ten-. 
dency to constant fluctuations in the currency of 
the country. On this question there can be but 
one sentiment in this country. The disasters 
which have from time to time befallen every in- 
terest in society, arising from rapid changes and 
vacillations in the prices of property and the re- 
wards of labor, produced in every instance by sud- 
den contractions of an expanded currency, have 
been so many powerful arguments, going to 
strengthen and confirm this sentiment. f 
. The only question now open with the people is 
that which relates to the best. means of securing 
some degree of stability in the currency..- 

A portion of the present Opposition party main- 
tain, that a National Bank would farnish the most 
effectual remedy. In support of their proposition, 
they have a stereotyped argument, which they have 
urged for -years with. unceasing. zeal and with'no 
little effect. That argument is, that a Natienal 
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Batik is needed as à head to the banking system, to |k-of incerporation are- contracts between the States 


control, restrain and regulate the operations of the 
State: institutions.: We deny that such an 
institution would have the: disposition, even if 
it possessed the power, to restrain and regulate the 
State‘banks. We maintain that, from its very na- 

` ture‘and: organization, it would have the same in+ 
terests, and would be actuated by the same motives; 
and would, consequently, fellow the same line of 
policy which has characterized the operations of 
the State banks. Instead of acting as a regulator, 
we maintain that it would set an example, and icad 
the way, in expanding and contracting whenever 
its interest, or the interest of its political friends, 
dictated either course; and that the State banks 
would follow the example either from the same mo- 
tives of interest, or because of their inability to re- 
sist the influence of the example. We maintain 
that the history of the late United States Bank, both 
asa National and State institution, fully sustains 
our positions. 

The American people are jealous of a great cen- 
tral moneyed power, the leading recommendation 
of which is its capacity to control the State insti- 
tutions.’ They see init the power of regulating, 
without. restraint. or responsibility, the value of 
their property and their labor, whilst its political 
energies would be irresistible. Hence it is, that the 
friends of a National Bank succeed best in times of 
panic and embarrassment in arging their proposi- 
tion. Seeing no other immediate prospect of relief, 
the people relax their antipathies to a National 
Bank, and lend a favorable esr- to the appeals of 
bank men. But whilst we thus confidently contro- 


vert the efficacy of the measure proposed by our- 


opponents, still we agree -with them. in the senti- 
ment, that Some r: medy is necessary for our disor- 
dered and defective system of currency. One of 
the chief recommendations of the Independent 
Treasury system-to. the people, was the promise 
which it held out of restraining, to some extent, the 
excessive issues of State banks. Whilst that great 
measure rests for its claims to sapport upon other 
principles, I doubt whether it did not receive the 
public approbation mainly because it promised to 
operate as a partial regulator of the State banks. 
‘When the constitutional Treasury system was pre- 
sented to the people as an antagonist measure to a 
National Bank, the condition of the times gave to 
our opponents a decided advantage in that issue. 
The people saw the bank paper rapidly withdraw- 
ing from circulation, the prices of property and of 
labor rapidly sinking, with ruin and bankruptcy 
following ia the train of the contraction of the cur- 
rency.: They desired relief—more circulation. We 
presented the Independent ‘Treasury system as 
a means of safety to the Government; but we 
did. not propose relief by increasing the cur- 
rency. Our opponents presented a National 
Bank; and with that they promised to afford 
reliel, by gratifying the wishes of the people 
for an increase of circulating medium. Amidst 
the panic and pressure, the great purposes of 
the Independent Treasury were either overlooked 
or grossly misrepresented; whilst the National 
Banx interest was strengthened, because that 
measure was more in harmony with the feelings of 
the times. These two measures are by no means 
necessarily, or even properly, antagonists of each 
other.’ Ifa National Bank is ever established, I 
hope it will not be intrusted with the custody and 
the use of the public money;‘but that such an in- 
stitution may'be disconnected from the Govern- 
ment, and opérate within its proper commercial 
sphere. 

I have referred to: the late issue between the In- 
dependent Treasury system and a National Bank, 
by way more fully_of establishing ihe proposition, 
that the whole people, of every political division, 
are united in the sentiment that some effectual pre- 
yentive against the disorders of the currency ought 
to be applied. Our opponents have proposed their 
remedy—it is a great central bank. We have pro- 
posed no remedy——literally none—-which holds ont 
the promise of a corrective. ; 5 

Can it be wise to wait longer -on the States? 
Surely we must now be satisfied that the States 


either cannot or will not: apply the- ‘corrective: to. 


their banks. Upon the doctrine that their charters 
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and the corporators, it is certain that the States, in 
very many instances, have surrendered the power 


_of reforming their banking institutions. - If they 


still possess the power, they can never act ir con- 
cert in adopting ‘the necessary measures. In the 
present:condition of things, we must either sub- 
mit- to the creation- of a National Bank, with 
all its dangers, or we must await the inevi- 
table destruction which must,’ sooner or later, be- 
fal the present banking system,and then take our 
position on an exclusive metallic circulation; or, 
which would be worse, we must give ourselves up. 
toa permanent inconvertible bank paper system. 
For my own part, I have no intention to abide by 
either of these alternatives. I believe the power 
exists in Congress to apply a remedy to the State 
banks, and I hold it to be our duty to exercise that 
power. . 

I know that there are some who cherish a jea- 
lousy towards the exercise of Federal powers, 
which amounts, in some cases, almost to fastidi- 
ousness.. I do not yield, even to them, in my devo- 
ticn to the reserved rights cf the States; bat, at 
the same time, I feel myself. under’ obligations, 
equally ashigh, to maintain the powers delegated 
to this Government. Bat is the application of a 
bankrupt law by Congress to trading corporations 
any encroachment upon the rights of the States? 
If these corporations were parts of the machine- 
ry of the State Governments, and were consti- 
tuents of the body politie, there would be plausi- 
bility in the objection. Bat they are private 
companies, organized for- individual purposes . of 


_trade,.esdued by legislation with certain peculiar 


franchises, to enable them to prcsecute their trades 
with more convenience and benefit to themselves. 
They have been termed by some gentlemen tema- 
nations cf State sovereignty,” and by others ‘‘crea- 
tures of sovereignty; as if there was some 
great magic in these vague expressions. Why 
are corporations suppcsed to be. endowed with at- 
tributes of sovereignty? How do ‘they differ 
from other “creatures” or “emanations” of legis- 
lative power? In no respect, except that, accord- 
ing to the prevalent. docirine of the day, they are 
above the reach and beyond the control of the 
powers that gave them being. Upon this doc- 
trine, they are not merely “emanations” of sove- 
reignty, but they are genuine sovereignties—so far, 
atleast, as the Sates are concerned. Do they 
derive this high endowment from the States? 
Most unquestionably not. They are made to 
assume the character of contracts; and hence, 
under the Federal Constitution, they are shielded 
aad protected from State interference. That prin- 
ciple, then, which is supposed to attach to corpora- 
tions the attribute of sovereignty, is not derived 
from the States, but from that Constitution whose 
powers we are called upon to exercise. Take from 


them the protection of the Federal Constitution, 


and you sink them to the level of all other State 
laws, subject to State legislation and control, and 
stripped of ail pretensions to sovereignty. But if the 
doctrine be correct, that neither the State nor Fe- 
deral Government can interfere with corporations, 
then this whole land is checkered over with thou- 
sands of .sovereignties, in which are concentrated 
a vast amount of the wealth of the country, above 
law, and capable of giving law to the Union. How 
baceless, then, is the objection, that a bankrapt law 
applicable to trading corporations is an. encroach- 


the measure is designed to curtail the high prero- 
gatives of these litde sovereignties, and to bring 
them down to subordivation to law. It is the exer- 
cise of a power which comes in aid of the rights of 
the States, which are rendered inefficient and impo- 
tent from having surrendered the right of impairing 
contracts. How very little of State sovereignty is 
left unemanated, if the tens of thousands of corpora- 
tions for varion? trading purposes are subject nel- 
ther to State or Federal control. 

Bat the great objection to this measure, which 
has been pressed with uncommon zeal and ability, 
is, that it is mot warranted by the Constitu- 
tion. Lacknowleége the doctrine, that whenever 
Congress proposes to exercise a power, those who 
support it ought to be prepared to show -their 


ment upon State rights.. So. far from being true, ~ 


delezated authority. In compliance with 
dinal doctrine, I point to the power: in: th 
tution which: authorizes Congress “to 
form laws on the subject. of <baikru 
shall notstop: to. inquire whether’th 
the Constitution: uséd the- terni “bankraptéy 
its limited and t:chnical sense, ‘as applicable 
to “traders; or. whether they used “it ih is 
and ordinary: aecepiation; as “synonymo' ; 
“insolvency.” . This-inguiry is: unnecessary for 
my present purpose.: In ihe limited and. teébniéal - 
sense of ihe term, by the English law, and id’ our. 
own country atthe time of the formatida‘of dùr 
Constitution, all individual bankers and ‘traders 
were embraced as proper ‘objects of the bankrupt 
laws. ‘This’ is conceded on ‘all hands; -and itis 
further conceded, that-Congress:now-has thé power 
toinclude ina bankrupt law individuals who “dre 
or may be engaged in banking: or trading in their 
individual: capacities. “But the argunient is; ihat 
so soon as these individuals are ‘vested with “corpo- 
rate powers and privileges,: they are withdrawn 
from the operation of a bankrapt law, and may 
claim exemption under their charters of incorpora« 
tion. Bere f 

It becomes important to inquire for that peculiar: 
principle in a :charter of imeorporation, ‘which 
throws this impenetrable shield around the ĉot- 
porators. They havea common hate, by which `, 
they transact-business, and by which they su 
are sued. This privilege is given, merely 
enable them to carry on business with’ more: 9n- 
venience. The magic principle cannot be located 
in the-name. ‘They have perpetual ‘succession. — 
This privileze is designed to avoid the consequen- 
ces of the death of any of the members of, the 
company, and surely communicates no pecus. 
liae right of exemption from the operation 
of a bankrupt law. They have a common 
seal—it will not te contended that there is 
any virtue in this privilege. - The individual 
property of the corporators, in many ‘charters, 
and protected from: State interference. ‘That 
principle, then, which is supposed'to attach to cor. 
porations: the attribute of sovereignty, is not de=: 
rived from the States, bot-from that ‘Constitution’; 
whose powers we are called upon~to ; sige 
Take from them the protection:of the Federal Con- 
stitution, and you sink them to the level of alloiher 
State laws, subject to State legislation and control, 
and stripped of all pretensions to’ sovereignty. 
But if the doctrine be correct, that neither‘the State 
nor Federal Government éan interfere with ċor- 
portions, then this whole land is checkered over 
with thousands of sovereignties,’ in which are con- 
centrated a vast amount of the wealth of the 
country, above law, and capable of giving law ‘to 
the Union: How. baseless, then, is the objection; 
that a bankrupt law applicable tò trading corpora. 
tions, is an encroachment upon Siate rights. ‘So 
far from being. true, the measure is designed ‘to 
curtail the high- prerogatives of these little: sove. 
reignties, and to bring hem down to subordination: 
to law. . Itis the exercise of a power which ‘comes 
in aid of the rights of the States, which are rendered 
inefficient and impotent from having surrendered 
the right of impairing ccntracts.. How very littie 
of State sovereiznty is left unemaneted, ‘if the ‘teis 


| of thousands of corporations for various trading: 


purposes are subject neither to State or Federal 
contol. : ae 

But the great objection to this measure,” which 
has been pressed with uncommon zeal and ability; 
is, that it is not warranted by the-Constitution, 
I acknowledge the doctrine, that whenever Cois 
gress proposes to exercise a power, tbose who 
support it ought to be prepared. to show thei¢ 
delegated authority. Id compliance- with’ this 
cardinal doctrine, I point'to the powerin the Con- 
stitution which auiborizes Congress to “pass uni- 
form laws on the subject of bankrupties.”” I shal] 
not stop to inquire whether the framers of the Con 
stitution nsed the term. “bankruptcy” in its limited 
and technical’sense, as applicable only to “traders,” 
or whether they used‘itin its broad and ordinary 
nezeptation, ‘as synonymous ‘with “insolvency.” 
Tis inquiry is unnecessary for my present purpose. 
In the limited and: technical sense of the term,. by 


the English law, and in our own country at the 


190 


| Ubye. 2ND Sess. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


~ Bankrupt Bill—Mr. Nicholson., 


Feb. 1841. 
Senate. 


time. of the formation. of our Constitution, all indi- 
vidual bankers and iraders -were emb.aced as pro- 
~ per objects of the bankrupt laws. ‘This is conceded 
‘op-all hands; and it is further conceded, that: Con- 
gress now has.the pewer-to include.in a- bankrupt 
law individaals ‘who. are’ or may be. engaged in 
banking or -trading:,in their individual capacities. 
Bui. the.argument is; that so.soon as these indivi- 
duals are vested with corporaté. powers and přivi- 
< deges, they-are withdrawn from the operation ofa 
bankrapt faw, and may claim exemption. under 
their-charters of incorporation. 
_ Mt becomes. important to inquire for that peculiar 
principle. in a charter of incorporation, which 
throws this impenetrable shield around the esr- 
porators. They have a common name, by which 
they transact business, and by which they sue and 
are. sued, This privilege is given, merely to 
` enable them to carry on business with more cor- 
_Venience.,.The magic principle cannot be located 
in the. name. They have perpetual succession. 


This privilege is designed to avoid the consequen- | 
ces of -the death of any ef the members of | 


the company, and surely 
peculiar right. of exemption from 
tion .of a bankrupt law. They have a com- 


mon seal—it will not be contended that there | 


is. any virtue in this privilege. The individual 


communicates no | 
the opera- | 


property of the corpo:ators, in many charters, ; 


is exempt from liabiliiy for the payment of the 
debits of the corporation. This exiraordinary 


privilege cannot be supposed to carry with it the ` 


still higher exemption from the operation of laws 
which are. binding on all other persons These 
-are the leading franchises which attach io trading 
corporations. Examining them singly, or in com- 
bination, I am utterly at a loss to comprehend the 


eculiar process by which they convert the in- | 


‘dividuals composing the corporation into a being 
beyond the reach ofa law, which is admitted to 
apply to them as individuals. 

But it mast be admitted, that there is one princi- 


ple connected with trading corporations, as the | 


law is.generally understood, which is peculiar, and 
„endows them with singular rights. I allude to the 
“principle, that by our law, trading corporations are 
endowed with the dignity of contracts and being 
contracts entered into with sovereign States, they 
are placed beyond the control of those States. 


Hence, the inference may be, that they are also’ 


beyond. the interference of the United States. I 
will test the efficacy of this high principle 
of cxrporations, by.a few familiar illustrations. 
Brokers are a class of traders, who come strictly 
within ihe design of a bankrupt law. In sume 
States, the trade of a broker is a franchise. It can 
only. be prosecuted by those who pay a specific sum 
to the State for the privilege. When the specific 
sum is paid, the State issues a license authorizing 
‘the broker to follow his trade fur a specificd time. 
Here is.a contract between the sovereign State and 
and an individual, by which, fora valuable con- 
sidearation, she parts. with a small “emanation” of 
her sovereignty, and confers it upon a broker. Will 
any one contend that this broker could claim an ex- 


emption from a bankruptlaw, upon the ground that ' 


he carried on his trade by virtue of a contract 
with the State? Ee could claim such exemption, 


with the same reason, and upon the very same | 


grounds, on which itis claimed for corporations. 

I next take the case of the merchanis: they have 
ever been the peculiar subjects oo which bankrupt 
laws have operated. In many States, they buy 
and sell goods, wares, and merchandise, under 
contracts with these States. 


They, too, are en- | 


dowed with a small “emanation of Siate sove. | 


reignty,” in the shape of a license to merchandise. 


Task if they cannot claim an exemption froma | 


bankrupt law, by virtue of their contract with the 


State, with the same force with which trading cor. | 


porations can set up the cisim? 

>; But, Iwill take another illustration, which I 
think is still. more forcible. 
ers have always been subject to bankrupt laws, 
There is now, and has been for many years, in 


the State of Tennessee, a p.ivate bank without . 


any corporation, whose noies have circulated as 
freely, and whose standing is as good as our ia- 
corporated banks. I refer to the Bank of Yeat- 


Unincorporated bank- | 


i 


man, Wocds, and Co. in ihe city of Nashville. | 


The-dill now on your table, if passed intoa law, 
will operate upon this bank... It has no common 
name, ho common seal, no perpetual succession, 
and the owners of the stock are liable, to the full 


| extent of their property, for-all-its debts. Yet, this 


bank exists and trades under a contract: with 


. the State of ‘Tennessee, by which the owners. cf 


the bank agreed to pay to the State, annually, 


-five hundred dollars for the privilege of bank- 


ing. This privilege is secured by an act of. the 
General Assembly of the State, which is just 
as irrevocabie, on the doctrine that it is a contract, 
as the charter of an incorporated. bank. What 
one reason can the stockholders of the Union 
Bank of Tenneszee, which 1s incorporated, set ap, 
by way ofexempltirg themselves froma bankrupt 
law, which cannot be urged with the same force 
by the Bank of Yeatman, Woods, and Co.? Both 
banks exist by virtue. of acts of the State Legis’ature 
—both have a subsisting contract with the Stare— 
yet, that one which has the fewest privileges from 
the State, is admitted to be subject to a bankrupt 
law, whiist that which enjoys extraordinary priv - 
leges from the Siate, is said to be thereby exempted 
froma bankrupt. law. To make the ease sill 
stronger: will any one contend, that if the Legisla- 
ture of Tennessee were to authorize the Bank of 
Yeatman, Woods, and Co. to have a common name, 
and a common seal, and exempt the individual 
property of the owners from the debts of the com- 
pany, that they could any more claim exemption 
from a bankrapt law thaa they can now? 

{fit be true thatthe incorporation of a company 
of individuals, for trading purposes, renders the 
bankrupt power in Congress inapplicabie to them, 
then are brokers, merchants, bankers, and all other 
traders, who trade under license, also exempi, and 
the granted power becomes a dead: letter. 
such a doctrine, the State Legislatures have the 
power of exempting every class and species of 
wade and cecupation from the operation of a 
bankrupt law. They have butto extend over 
them acts of iucorporation, and they completely 
annihilate the bankrur t power of Congress. 

The question which I am now considering, bas 
been discussed with great ability by the Senator 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Cannoun.] That I may 
not do his argument injustice, by attempting to 
state it, I will read a paragraph froma speech 
made by him iu 1840, in the Senate. He then 
said: 

“But we have not yet reached the real difficulty. 
ifthe power was ever so appropriate, and the 
only one that was—if precedents were innumerable 
—~it would only prové that this Government would 
have the right of applying the power to incorpora- 
tions of is own creating. Ft could not go an inch 
bey ond, and would leave the great difficulty ur- 
touched; the right of Congress to include State 
corporations in an act of bankruptcy passed by 
ils authority ! 
in the Constitution? It seems to be forgot that 
this and the State Governments are co-ordinate 
Governments, emanating from the same authority, 
and making together one complex, but harmonious 
aud beautiful system, in which each, within its 
alloted sphere, is independent and ec-equal wiih 
the other. Jf one hasa right to create, the other 
cannot have the right to destroy.” 

Tae paragraph which I have gust tead, con- 
tains the whole argument condensed. and com- 
pressed, within a half a dez-n lines. In the 
general principle laid down by the honorable 
Senator Ifally concur. It is clearly. true, that 
the General and State Governments are co-ordinate; 
and, within the:r allotted spheres, independent and 
co-equal. In framing the Constitution, the founders 
of our Government were two wise not to foresce, 
that, in exercising the powers of the respective 
Governments, there miust necessarily be constant 
danger of serious consions untess the harmony of 
the two systems should be secured by providing, 
in advance, against such contingencies... This 
harmony was attainab'e only by giving supremacy. 
to the laws of one or the other system, in all cases 
of conflict. Tais supremacy was given to the laws 
of the General Government on that clause of the 
Constitution which provides that ihe Constitation 


Under - 


Where is such a power to be found’ 


and the laws.of the United States, which ‘shall be 
made in pursnance thereof, shall be the supreme 
Jaw of the land. {r was.impossible that any reach 
of human wisdom could have made an enumeration 
of delegated- powers so. definite ‘and minute as 
wholly to avoid the danger of occasional conflicts, 
Conscious of its impracticability, the framers of 
the Constitution . wisely provided against such 
emergencies, by giving supremacy to the constitu- 
tional laws of the Union. But to give to the laws 
of the General Government this supremacy over 
a conflicting State law, that Government cust be 
clearly in its ellctted sphere, exercising either 
specifically delegated powers, or powers necessary 
and proper for the execution of someone of those 
specifically granted. 

I am thas peculiar’ in defining the sense in 
which the great principle assumed by the Senator 
from South Carolina is admitted to. be correct, be 
cause I apprehend that the great error in that 
Senator’s argument will be found in his having ap- 
plied the priscipie in a wrong sense. He seems to 
regard the independence and cquality of the two 
Governments as arising from the faci; that -theré 
are certain specific powers delezated to the General 
Goversment, whilst he would contend that all other 
pavers are reserved to the States I mainiain, that 
not only the specific powers which are enumerated 
in the Constitution are delegated, but that 
all other powers necessary and proper: for the ex» 
eculion. of those specifically, enumerated, are 
also detegated powers; and. that laws passed 
in. pursuance. thereof, are . as supreme as 
those passed in pursuance of the specifically 
enumerated powers, Whilst he will admit that 
State laws, coming in collision with Uni'ed States 
laws passed in pursuance of delegated powers, 
must give way to their supremacy, he maintains 
that United Statis laws, passed in pursuance of the 
power to pass necessary and proper laws for the 
execation of the enumerated powers, must give 
way to State laws when they conflict. FIn this, 
consisis the difference in. our opinions as to the 
manner in which the two. Governments are co-ordi- 
nate and co-equal. He regards one portion of the 
United States laws (those passed in pursuance of 
specifically delegate! powers) as supreme; another 
portion, (those passed to execute specific. powers, 
although constitutional, as he admits,) he regards 
as subordinate to State laws, when thry conflict. I 
regard all the laws of the United. States, passed in 
pursuance of powers granted in the Constitution, 
whether specificaliy enumerated or not, as supreme 
over ali State laws coming in confi ct with them. I 
know of no au hority for assiguing different. de- 
grees of dignity to different classes of United States 
laws passed in pursuance of the Constitution, 

I come now to the. inference which the Senator 
from South Carolina [Mr. Caruoun] draws from 
this great principle. Because the two Govern- 
ments, within their allotted spheres, are co-ordinate 
and co-equal, he infers that, “what one has a right 
to create, the otber cannot have a right to destroy.” 
The States have the right to create banks; hence, 
his argument is, that the United States cannot have 
aright to destroy those banks. In this position, 
the honorable Sena‘or takes it for granted thata 
bankrupt iaw is a measure of destruction to the 
State banks. .I will hereafter show that, in this, 
he wholly mistakes its operation. For the pre- 
sent, I will test his argument, even upon the sup- 
posiuon that it is a measure of destruction. 
I admit that the Siates have the right to create 
banks; but, at whe same time, it must be re- 
membered, that Congress bas the right to “pass 
uniform Jaws on the subject of bankruptcies.” 
This is ouc cf the specifically delegated pow- 
ers; and, even upon the argument of the Sena- 
tor, must be supreme. Ifa Sate ereatesa bank, 
which, by becoming insolvent, subjects itself to the 
I-gitimate cperation of a bankrupt law, can any 
preposition be clearer than that the bankrupt law, 
which is supreme, must take its coarse, even though 
it is destructive of the bank. This ecnsequence re- 
sults necessarily from the supremacy of the bank- 
rapt law. nab es drer 

But Lam far from admiving that the cperation 
ofa bankrupt law involves the. destruction of the 
banks, and other trading corporations to which it 
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may be applied. It proposes to mete out to them 
the same remedy. which. it applies to other traders. 
Afthey. become insolvent, and ‘are unable to pay 
Aheir:debts, or if they become. dishonest, and refuse 
-to pay them, the bankrupt law takes hold upon the 
property. of the corporation, winds up its affairs, 
and distributes the effects amongst its creditors. ~ It 
does the sdme things with brokers, merchants, and 
other traders. The broker, or merchant, or private 
banker, can as well argue that the law destroys their 
trades, as can the corporation. ` It leaves them all 
with their franchises and privileges unimpaired. 
-The broker- has the same right, under his license, 
to resume his trade after his effects have been given 
up,as he had before. So also the merchant and 
private bankery and so also the incorporated bank- 
ers, have all their franchises left unimpaired. 
Their common name—their common seal—their 
right of succession—the exemption of their indivi- 
dual property—all these, which constitute their cor- 
porate being, remain in full force and existence— 
none of them are impaired, much less destroyed. If 
their effects are gone, they have still the right to 
proceed upon their charter, procure other capital, 
and again commence operations. under the same 
corporate existence. . The body corporate still ex- 
ists, with all its immunities, faculties, and func- 
tions, as well after the bankrupt Jaw has spent its 
force as before. 

-+ My conclusion is, that the argument of the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina is unsound, in the first 
‘place, in denying to a bankrupt law that suprema- 


cy to which it is entitled, and, in the next place, in | 


_ regarding the bankrupt law as the exercise of a 
right destructive of the right of the States to create 
corporations. $ 

Bat there is still another argument somewhat re- 
lied on to show that we have no power to apply a 
bankrupt law to corporations. It is said that, up 
to the time our Constitution was formed, no in- 
stance is to be found, eitherin England or Ameri- 
ca, in which a bankrupt law had been applied to 
corporations. Hence it is inferred that the fra- 
mers of the Constitution did not design to inclade 
corporations. The fact may be, and I believe is, 
true, that no such instance can be found; but it 
by no means follows, that an exemption of trading 
corporations is the nece:sary consequence. It 
could hardly have been anticipated by the framers 
of our Consiitation, that, in little more than half a 
century, nearly a thousand banking corporations, 
and tens of thousands of other trading corporations, 
would spring up under the patronage of State au- 
thority.’ The true question is, whether, if they had 
foreseen the evils that were to arise by the abuse 
of corporations, they would. have granied to them 


a special exemption from thé operation of the . 


bankrupt power. It is indisputable, ‘that trading 
corporations come within the scope and purview of 
the bankrupt policy, and it is altogether probable 
that, if the present state of things could have been 
foreseen, instead of exempting, they would, with 
even more clearness, have granted the power. 

The result of my reflections on this subject is, 
that the power to include banking and other trading 
corporations in a bankrupt law is clearly delegated. 
Iregard it as a power of great- value, and the only 
one in the Constitution which enables this Govern- 
ment to furnish a corrective to the abuses cf State 
banking. `I regard itas unfortunate for the coun- 
try; that it has been suffered to lie dormant so long 
in.the Constitution. Much of the distress which 
the country has suffered from time to time from the 
excesses of paper. currency, might have been 
averted by. the application of this remedy; and, I 
trust, the time is not very. remote, when it will be 
called into exercise, to operate as a permanent 
check upon the acknowledged evils of our banking 
system. A 

But, as well sstisfedas L amof the existence of 
this power in the Constitulion, and. of its great 
value, I..would be far from making an appli- 
cation of it at the present moment. Whatever 
excesses the banks may have been guilty. of in 
times past, and however, much we may be dis- 
posed to censure their misconduct, we cannot shut 


our eyes to the fact, that, in their excesses, they ` 


but went along with the spirit of» the. times. 
That they stimulated the public mind, and fur- 


nished the means for speculation, cannot be denied; 
but, atthe same time, it must. be admitted, that 
the state of. the public mind -seemed not-only-at 
the time to justify, but even todemand a. liberal 
policy of discounting by them. In their present 
erippled condition, and in the present embarrassed 
condition of the country, it is a serious question, 
whether any measure should be. taken to coerce 
the banks to a speedy and rigid collection -of 
their debts. . They are suspended, and unable to 
resume, because their debtors are suspended, 
and unabte fo pay to them their debts. A. bank- 
rupt law, either to take immediate effect, or to 
commence ata future day not remote, would in- 
evitably operate to increase very largely the exist- 
ing embarrassments.of' the people. A- system of 
prompt and rigid collections would necessarily 
commence with ‘he banks against their debtors, 
and, from them, ex‘end throughout the whole com- 
munity. It is estimated that the debts now due to 
the banks in the United States amount to about five 
hundred millions of dollars. It is impossible to 
calculate the immense distress which the sudden 
enforcement of the collection of this vast amount 
‘of debt would produce. There is no remedy for 
the distresses of the country which ean be furnish- 
ed by legislation. Any attempt at it must aggra- 
vate the hardness of the times. The establishment 
ofa National Bank would but increase the present 
embarrassments. The passage of a bankrupt law 
applicable to banks would have the same effect. 
Mutual forbearance, renewed industry, and rigid 
economy, are the only certain remedies for the re- 
covery of the country. from its present distressed 
condition. . When these infa‘lible remedies shall 
have effected a restoration of the times, and ena- 
bled the solvent banks to resume in good faith, 
then, in my judgment, would be the proper time to 
subject them to the operation of a bankrupt law. 
It would then operate, not to the destruction of the 
State banks, or to the aggravation of existing em- 
barrassmeats, but as a check’ on future bankiag 
excesses, and a preventive of future suspensions. 
If I should be called on, under such circumstances, 
todecide upon a bankrupt bill, [shall most cheerfully 
give it my support. But, at present, I cannot con- 
sent to exercise even that valuable power, when 
tlie consequences would be so fatal. 


APPENDIX. 

Since the foregoing speech was delivered, my 
attention has been drawn to a report, submitted to 
the Senate by the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
12th of February, 1841, showing the losses of the 
General Government and of the people of the 
United States, from the use of banks and bank pa- 
per.. The facts contained in thisdocument present 
the evils of. our banking system ia so strong a 
view, and prove so conclusively the necessity of 


. some measure that will regulate or check the abuses 


of that system, that I feel. myself justified in ap- 
dending the following statements, culled and con- 
densed from that document: 
TABLE A. | 
Losses sustained by the Federal Government, by the em- 
ployment of banks and bunk paper before the year 1837, 
and since. . 
Los on the depreciation of bank paper prior to 
18: - 3 . 


f . - $5,500,000 
Loss by banks as depositories prior to 1837 900.000 
Loss by using banks as depositories since 1837 100,000 
Loss on bank notes taken and not redeemed prior to Gee Gt 
„to 1837 - . - . =: < 80,000 
Loss on bank notes taken and not redeemed since 
1837 $ - ote - : ,000 
Computedinterest on aggregate losses — -~ - 8£72,000 
Total principal and interest - . -- $15,492,000 


In 1830, the Committee of Ways and Means in 
the House of Representatives estimated the loss on 
the depreciation of bank paper received prior to 
1817, at $34,090,000. In this estimate, the com- 
mittee are supposed to have taken iato considera- 
tion the facts that, after August, 1814, loans were 
made to the Government in irredeemable paper, at 
a high premium, and which loans were finally dis- 
charged ia specie,“or lis equivalent. 


TALLE B 1. 

The number and capital of banks which. have failed in the 

. Uniied States since 1789, 

> Capital of 20 banks failing before 1311 7 
-Capital of 195 banks failing from 1811 to 183} 


- $3,000,000 


- 86,787,309 


Capital of 150 banks failing from 1850 to 1841 
failing from. 3 
Whole number 395, and their whole capital” 


This. computation does -not include 
States Bank; which suspended whilst che report wap. 
preparing. -If this third suspension turns 


a failure, as many believe, an addition of: $35,000;- : 


000 must be made to the above. amount; of 


$96,787,309. Pron 
Se ante : TABLE BQ... so 
Losses by the: banks.which have failed since: 1789, computed 
on their capiial circulation, -deposites, .and balansées 
owing. ‘ à CEL 
Loss on capital = + . : + | $72'599,48t 
Loss on circulation - . < > >. 38,147,620 
Loss on deposites,.and balances to banks * `e ¥8;147,620 
Total. - - $ Bortz iA 


- Taere B3. ` Mat 
Loss by the community, through depreciation of bank paper, 

in cases of suspension of specie payments. SE y 
Loss by the suspension from 1814 to 1817 - + $22,500,000 
Loss from 1817 to 1838 és : = J+. 44,000,000 
Loss from 1839 to 1841 - ` is -22,500,000 


Loss at other times by depreciation - 28) 46,000,000 
Total - oa eS 895,000,000 


— TABLE B4. . i 

Aggregate of losses since 1789 to the people, through the 
istence of banks, and the use of bank paper: 

Losses by bank failures y 


Losses by suspensions and conséquent dëprecia: 


JA 


tion of paper = : = 95,000,000 
Losses by destruction of bank notes by accident. » 7,121,000 
Losses by counterfeit bank notes beyond losses by. Sates 

coin J ae : oe x 4,444,444 
Losses by fluctuations in paper currency, affecting. ` 

prices, &c. dc. > ` . . - , 150,000,000 


Aggregate computed - - . $365,451,495 
TABLE C. 


Amount paid by the community to the banks, annually, the 
lust ten years, for the use of banking institutions, | 
The result of this estimate is, that the whole payments made to 
the banks for the use of them, their capital, &c. during the 
. Jast ten years, has been, in. the aggregate: “+ $282,000) 
This would be, annually, an average of. - S 8,200;000 . 
The income or gross’ profits of banks’ are ‘de. 
rived not only from loans of. the capital, deposites; ` 
and circulation over and above the specie on hand, 
but from. exchanges, and a larger interest tham: 6 
per cent, inall cases; and hence, it is estimated, 
that the annual gross profits must average 12 per 
cent. on the capital. For the last ten years, the 
estimated average bank capital, yearly, has been 
$235,000,000; on this amouut, a profit of .12 per 
cent. per annum gives $28,200,000 each year, and 
$282,000,000 for the ten years. nie aga 


TABLE D. P Pe R 
Whole bank cupitalin the United States owned. in foreign 


G countries. aa 
Of the stocks in the United States Bank there is T 
$24,405,500 


owned abroad soot a z 
Of other banks, there is'‘estimated = - E + 11,280,000 
Toal + + + $35,655,500 

r — 


REMARKS OF MR. PIERCE, é 


OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. er 
In Senate, January 28, 1841-—-On the following fe 
solution: age 


Resolved, That'the Committee on the PostOfice 
and: Post Roads be instructed to inquire intő expe- 
diency of changing the rates of postage‘on‘newspa- 
pers which are sent less than $ thirty miles from the 
place of their publication. - $ -67 ee 

Mr. PIERCE said he -dejired to gay a single 
word upon the resolation. which had’ been submit. 
ted, not upon the suggestion of thë proprietors of 
newspapers alone, butin consequence of leiters re- 
ceived from other persons equally, perhaps more 
deeply, interested, although in a different way. He 
regarded the subject as important, and desired’ to 
draw to it the attention of the chairman, and ask as 
early consideration ‘on ‘the part of the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads as they could 
with conveniencé bestow. Alterations in the exist. 
ing laws were doubtless required far beyond that 
contemplated inthe resolution, Changes in the 
ratés of letter postage, so far’at least as to strike 
off the vulgar fractions, the quarters, halves, ‘and 


sth¥eésquarter cetits, and Substitute for the present - 
ates the Federal currency, although trifling ‘in 


and; without. sensibly diminishing the revenue, 
‘would probably save in the:Ayditor’s Office 10:000 
‘dollars: annually in clerk hire: Changes inthe. 
Yates of. postage ol newspapers and periodicals, : 
“Having reference to “weight as well’ as distanee; : 
changes in-relation tothe {ranking privilege; which ` 
was becoming so broad in ‘practice as now greatly - 
{o embarrass ` the Department, not only. by an al- : 
most- incalculable. diminution in the receipts, © 
t by ‘becoming itself-a heavy and increasing 
è; were ‘manifestly demanded ‘by views 
ound. pubke policy, by considerations . of 
e.justice,.and what was moie, by the 
t and unequivocal. tone of public opinion 
t hout the country. Whether the franking 
privilege had or had not been, abused, was a ques- 
tion upon- which he expressed, and desired to ex- 
‘préss no opinion. Some facts disclosed. in the Post- 
lmaster General's report, struck him with no little 
‘surprise. There were no data for determining the 
mumber of free packets conveyed in the mail,.b:- 
-eause-a jarge portion of them were not entered on 
“the post bills; but an account kept at the post office 
in ‘this city for three weeks during ihe. list session 
of Congress, shows that there were s.nt out during 
that short period, 435,669 free letters and pacirages, 
weighing more than sixteen and a half tons: Taking 
this‘as the average of a session of thirty-three 
weeks, the two cents allowed to postmasters for the 
delivery of free letters sent {rom this office alone, 
would amount to $95 627. How could a Depart- 
‘ment, depending -wholly on ils own. receipts, and 
‘asking nothing. from the Federal Treasury, te ex- 
“pected to sustain itself with-the imposition of such 
burdens, especially with such draughts upon its or- 
dinary accruing revenue? He ought not, perhaps, 
to-expect that a resolution like that which he bad 
moved-—whish, while it affected individuals of 
all classes and conditions in life, could have no 
‘political bearing—-would receive much e nvidera- 
iMonvhere. “If he bad embraced the whole sub- 
‘ject of the rates of postage—practica! as it-would 
be in its character, and interesting to every 
- body—-he would regard any final action at this ses- 
sion‘as utterly hopeless. He had, therefore, restrict» 
‘edthe inquiry toa single point, embracing an cb- 
ject'so m-nifestly forthe advantage of the citizen 
and the Department that he would venture to hope 
‘thateit might be taken up’ at come Iveky moment 
and'find tavor. Since it was not only admissible 
to depart from the subject immediately under con- 
sideration, but so pariicularly in order that a Sena- 
tor thought it incumbent on him to give notice yes- 
terday that he would take care not to be out of or- 
der by speaking to the question, he (Mr. Pierce) 
‘would avail himsel! ofthe privilege of digsession, 
and state some of the reasous why he bad not more 
‘confidence in scouring final action upon this and 
other matters both of individual and general inte- 
yest: In. doing so, he would save a ‘vast amount 
of labor, 10 whickthe would otherwise be subjected, 
in replying - to. numerous letters- from bis plain, 
practical, common sense constituents, who found it 
dificult.to understand why it was that méasures, 
. the justice and expediency of which were unques- 
tioned, could not receive the prompt consideration 
and definite action of Congress. He would give 
them the result of his neare observation of the 
‘course of business here, and the chief obstacles 
which lie in the way of despatch. And they woald 
judge, if, indeed, that judgment was not already 
made up, whether there was not too much evi- 
dence that elevated patriotism and an: anxious de- 
“sire to accomplish that Jegisiation which was une- 
‘gnivoeally demanded by the honor and the interests - 
‘of the whole country, were absorbed in devotion to ` 
party: purposes, and promptings of personal- ambi- 
tion. | Without alluding to the character. of de- 
Bales, or to scenes that might have occurred else- 
“where, calčulated to wound the .moral sense and - 


Without offence to either side -of 
i imber,. be psrmittel to say that pariy prin 
ciples—the application. of. those principles to legis- 
lative ‘measures—party action, and party triumph - 
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had, within the last few years, constituted the great 
! f stimulants. to effort, and cailed out~ the speaking ~ 
t, would be. productive of great convenience, . 
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talent: in: both. ends of the Capitol. Itwas: quite 
jmamateral: what-leading-. question “happened: to be 


-brought forward atan early. day; it was the one 


upon which: the battle royal in. either- House was 
sure to: be-foucht:. The provisions of the bill might 
might be simple, and its principles-embraced within 


a narrow: compass; not so the debate—like the- 
“circle created -by casting a pebble into the smooth 


‘waters of a placid lake; it expanded: andexpanded 
until it embraced within its broad-cireumference all 
sorts of topies,; and every great politicat question 
that had ever been agitated from the days of Gene- 
ral Washington -to the present hour. - It did not 
become him to complaia ofthis. To himself per- 


sonally:it had been edifying’ and instructive, and so- 


it must have beento any person, provided he had 
not read the debates that occurred many years 
since upon the same subjects. He found no fault 
with it, but on this ground. A debate-of a party 
character, springing up at the beginning of a ses- 
sion, was almost certain to exclude all sober and 
judicious legislation upon: most of the great sub- 
jects involv-ng the interests of the eouniry. It was 
notorious that even the general appropriation bills 
were crowded into the last hurried hours of the 
session. = And what was, if possible, still worse, it 
excluded the demands. of honest claimants, who 
had been waiting and knocking for years at the doors 
of Congress. Hardly a day passed that he was not 
asked by some of these meritorious persons why 
this or that claim—a claim indisputably right, the 
jastice of which no one could deay—had not been 
disposed of? And what was his answei? It was, 
that, which- he now gave once for all, action upon 
matters of publis concernment and private interest 
was deferred to debate upon political questions, and 
to party wrangling. The short session had usually 
been a ses‘ion of business; and he took leave to.say 
thal, although they might disregard measures of 
public utility ke that contemplated in his: resola- 
tion, and set popular feeling ai defiance, it was 
cruel to-thurst aside the just demands of individual 
claimants, Some most extraordinary facts might 
be adduced on this subject. He could point to 
claims stillupon the calendar, which had been pre- 
sented to both Houses, favorably reported on in 
each, that had come down unliquidated through a 
pericd when there was an almost interminable de- 
bate upon the question what should be done with 
$40,000,000 surplus revenue; at that ime indivi- 
duals, honest and. injured, had complained to him 
that while they were waiting for tardy justice, they 
were suffering not only pecuniary loss, but the 
deepest mortification from bring urable to fu'fil 
their engagements; because they were denied here 
that which was honestly their dur, It was just so 
now, 
on in both Hlousez—at one end of the Capitol on 
Treasury notes, and at the other on the pub- 
lie lands. When enber would probably ter- 


minate, . he believed no. gentleman ventured | 


to hazard a conjecture... Daring all- this he 
had been forcibly struck by an impression made on 
his mind years ago, when he had heard little of po- 
litics and read less, that ihe habits of debate were 
from year to year growing worse and worse. It 
had come to ihat atiast, that the powers and use- 
fulness of gentlemen seemed to be estimated, not 
by what they said, but by the time they occupied, 
The usual annunciation in the morning papers was, 
(after taking good care not to allow the singular 
ability and surpassing eloquence of the speaker, who 
is sure to demolish all the previous arguments of 
his antagonist, tò go unnoticed,) that Mr. — - 

spoke one, two, or three hours; one, two, or three 
days; and, upon this announcement, bis mark upoa 
the scale of merit was es‘ablished.. He besieved 
thatahappy change was taking place in popular 
opinion upon this subject, and that that seale of 
merit was likely to give place to another and a bet- 
ter standard. It might not perhaps retard..this 
change in its progress, or be lost upon the ycunger 


aspirants for distinction, io remember that.all tae - 


reporied speeches of the most accomplished and 
dexterous debater of modern. times, Charles James 
Fox; from 1768 to-1775,.in- the British House of 
Commons, were embraced in twenty-nine pages; less 


Yet here we were with a battle royal going | 
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gle Congressional speech 
of modern times. -2 moo ae ee 
He reeollected.with perfect distinctness some re- 
marks made:by that. noble:philanthropist, proféund 
jurist, and sagacious statesman, Mr. Livingston, 
be-believed duriog:the year 1830. He would thank 
the Secretary.10. send him the volume of debates 
upon Foote’s celebrated. resolution. ee 
à The remarks of the distinguished’ Senator, pro- 
nousced in this.Chamber. ten. years. ago, were so 
apposite, so: perfectly in point atthe present time, 
that he would read .av few. paragraphs. After a 
brief exordium Mr. Livingston proceeds: : 
“The multiplicity and nature of the subjects that have been. 
considered in debating a resolution, with which none- of them 
seem to have the slightest connection, and the addition of new 
subjects, with which every speaker has thought it proper’ to'm- 
crease the former stock, has given me, I confess, some . uneasi- 
ness. . I feared an irruption of the Cherokees, and was -not 
‘without apprehensions that we should be called on to terminate 
the question of Sunday mails, or, if the Anti-masonic conven- 
tion should take offence at the secrecy of our Executive session, 
or insist on the expulsion of the initiated: from. our councils, 
that we should be obliged to contend with them for our seats, 
Indeed, I had .myself serious thoughts of introducing the re- 
formativn‘of our national code, and a plan for the‘gradualin- 
crease of the navy, and am not yet quite decided whether, be- 
fore Isit down, I shall not urge the abolition of capital punish: 
ments.. In truth, the whole brought forcibly to my recollec-. 
tion an anecdote toid in oneof the numerous memoirs written 
during the reign of Louuis XLV. too trivial, perhaps, te be in- 
troduced into`this grave debate, but which, perhaps, may be 
excused. A younglady had been educated in: all the learning 
of the times, and her progress had been so much to thesatis- 
faction of the Princess, who had directed her. studies, that, 
on her first introduction, her patroness used to addressher 
thus: ‘Come, Miss; discaurse with these ladies andgentlemen 
on the. subject of theology. So--that will do... Now talk of 
geography ; ‘after ‘that, you’ will converse ‘on, the subjects 
of astronomy and metaphysics, and thea give them your 
ideas on logic and the belles Jettres? © And ‘thus. the ‘poor 
girl, to her great annoyance and the greater of her. auditors, 
was put through the whole circle of the sciences in* 
which she lad been instructed. Sir, might not a Hearer of our 
debates fur some days past have concluded that we, too, had 
been directed ina similar way, and that you had said to each 
of the speakers, ‘Sir, please to rise and speak on the disposi- 
tion of the public Janus; after that, you.may talk of the tariff; 
let us know all you think on the subject of internal improve- 
ment; and, before you sit down, discuss the powers of the. Be- 
nate in relation to appointments, and the right of a State to re- 
cede from the Union; and finish by Jetting us know whether 
you approve or oppose the measures of the present or the six 
preceding administrations’ The approximation, sir, of 50 
many heterogeneous materials for discussion must provoke ‘a 
smile;-and most. of those who have addressed you,’ while’ they 
lamented that subjects unconnected with the resolution has been 
introduced into debate, rarely sat down without adding to the 
number.”? ; : a aan 
Mr. P. said he had no intention whatever to re- 
flect on the course of any gentleman. ‘It was not 
for him to dictate; but. when he was importuned 
from day to day respecting measures ‘In--which: the 
people whom he had the honor in part to repretent 
were deeply interested+-when they were continu: 
ally asking him why the Post Office reform was not 
effected—-why their private claims were not con- 
sidered, he chose to state the true and only reason 
one which no gentleman here could gainsay or 
controvert. ` ; 
His people were nct a complaining people; but 
they knew what was just and reasonable, and they 
usually insisted uponit. He would raya’ word 
with regard to New Hampshire, not in a’ spirit of 
boasting, but to silence the scoffs and taunts of 
weak men and wicked men, of buffoots and petty 
politicians, ‘whose jests: and slanders had. found 
their way into the partisan press under the capticn 
of the “dark corners.” That ‘which had drawn 
upon her reproach was precisely the distinguishing 
characteristic of which every son worthy of the 
soil that gave him birth should be most proud—the 
sturdiness and infléxibility with which she had ad- 
hered to her political principles. In war, she had 
sent forth from her thousand bills vastly more than 
her proportion of men, with strong hands and stout 
hearts; to do ba'tle for the common country; and, 
as their blood upon many a well fought field, both 
in the Revolution and the late war, would testify, 
they had not disgraced the lahd of their ‘nativity. 
Id peace,- she called her sons to the ballot-box ‘to 
stamp the seal of her reprobation upon miserable 
mummery of electionecring shows, and to stile 
back defiance upon any appeals made to them not 
supported by trth and reason. 5 ‘ 
“The dark comers!” She obnoxious to’ the 
charge of darkuess andignotance! He-would not 
ask gen lemen to Icokat the number and condition 
of her literary institutions of the ‘highest classat 
her six'y-three academies, in which the languages 
and the higher branches of education were taught, 
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with nearly six thousand scholars—at her two 
thousand common schools, all supported at the pub- 
lic expense, with more than eighty-one thousand 
pupiis—at the circumstance that the means of edn- 
cation was brought, as it were, to every maa’s door 
there being a place of public education to every 
one hundred and thirty inhabitants; but he would 
state a single fact, ascertained by the late census—— 
it was this: that, with a population of 284,481 
souls, there were only 927 persons over twenty 
years of age, foreigners included, within the limits 
of the State, who could not both read and write; 
and on that fact alone he would hold her up in the 
sunlight of her intelligence. He instituted no com- 
parisons, but he might safely challenge them from 
others. So much, by the way of digression, which 
he had not only descanted upon, but illustrated. 

The Post Office Department itself presented a 
striking illustration of what he had said in relation 
to the course of business here. A few years ago, 
the condition and management of that Department 
were regarded as the salient points of party debate 
in both Houses, and a steady fire was kept up for 
weeks. The country was told that there was no 
such thing as hope of effecting a salutary reform. 
The Administration was thoroughly corrupt and 
profligate, and must be put down, ‘The operations 
of that Department had been constantly enlarging, 
its revenue had risen from one million to four mil- 
lions of dollars, and yet, from that day to the pre- 
sent, we had heard scarcely a word of abuse, or 
proposed reform there. Why? Because it was 
not material to the party issue male up before the 
people. He desired not to be misunderstood. He 
claimed no exemption from party feeling. He was 
ardently attached to the party with which it was his 
pride to be associated, not more from the force of 
education than from thorough anè cenfirmed con- 
victions of right; but he was assured that his con- 
stituents would be better satisfied with reform where 
reform had been cunstaatly sounded, and was, in 
many respects, most needed—in Congress, by ac- 
tion, by reasonable despatch in the transaction of 
the people’s business. 

Thus much he had thought due to the subject, 
due to the people whom he had the honor, in part, 
to represent, and to the unfortunate claimants who 
had so long beea waiting here for justice. 
would only add, that the worst kind of a tax that 
could, by possibility, be imposed, was an onerous 
tax upon knowledge—upon the means of know- 
ledge—upon ‘the means of exchanging though!s— 
upon letters, newspapers, and periodicals. 

He had no doubt that a considerable reduction 
might be made in the rates, of which the whole 
business community would feel the great benelit 
without any sensible diminution of the receipts. 
The single change which he proposed might seem 
of trifling importance, but it was not so in fact. It 
would a great relief to printers of small sheets in 
the country, and to their patrons. Under the ex- 
isting law, they were compelled to pay as much for 
a newspaper that had to travel but five miley to 
reach their door, as if it came one hundred, and for 
a little country sheet, as they would pay for Brother 
Jonathan or the New World. What was the 
effect? A law so palpably unjust was constantly 
evaded, and the papers found some other convey- 
anee than the public mail. Limit your postage to 
papers coming from beyond the linescf the county, 
and have some reference to weight as well as dis- 
tance, and you not only consummate justice, put a 
stop to the violations of the law, and secure more 
postage, but you will relieve both the printer and 
subscriber from a dependence upon the accommo- 
dating spirit, or, it may be, the caprice of mail 
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PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION BILL. 
Wronespay, January 20, 1841. 

The biil to establish a permanent. prospective 
pre-emption system in favor of settlers on the pube 
fic lands being again taken up as the special order 
of the day— , 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said ‘that, before the Se- 
naie adjourned last evening, he had suggested that 
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he wished to offer certain amendments to the bill; 
and, as they were now in order, he would proceed 
to propose them. When, ona former day, he had 
made some remarks upon the general provisions of 
the bill, he had intimated it as-his conviction that 
there was a majority of the Senate in favor of a 
pre-emption system of some kind, and the votes 
given since the present bill had been under discus- 
sion showed that opinion to be correct; he had fur- 
ther observed that, in his judgment, the biil, as it 
had been reported from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, was such a one as ought not to pass; 
and that he would, when the proper opportunity 
should present, make an effort to have it amended. 
The Senate, as Mr. FI. understood it, had now set- 
tied certain principles om the general subject; in the 
first place that they would not adopt the plan of 
cession, as proposed by the Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun;] and again, that they 
would not adopt the amendment offered by the Se- 
nator from Kentucky, [Mr. CRITTENDEN. ] attaching 
the principle of distribution to thatof pre-emption; 
and in the third place, that they would not assent to 
the substitute proposed by the Senator from Vermont, 
[Mr. Prentiss,] making pre-emption retrospective 
and not prospective. These points he considered 
as now settled; and the amendment Mr. H. wished 
to propose would not interfere at all with these de- 
Cistons. 

There were some provisions in the bill which he 
thought should not remain there, and some others 
which might with advantage be modified, and some 
new ones which should be added, the better to se- 
cure the nation and honest settlers from fraud and 
imposition. The design of the amendments he 
should offer would be to carry cut the professed 
object of the bill, which was to give the hones! 
bona fide settler the prior right of purchase of a 
quarter section of land he had settled upon, and 
they went to earry out the spirit of the pre-emption 
law of 1838—a statute which kas been continued 
and the principal provisions of which are now in 
force. ‘This had not been particularly alluded to, 
but so is the fact. We are now under the pre- 
emption law of 1838; itis, with’ some alterations, 
at this hour thelaw of the land; it was revived in 
1840, and extended to 1842; and the present bill is 
a departure from that law, not merely by making 
the system prospective instead of retrospective in 
its operation, but by omitting impertast parts of 
that law, and altering essentially some of its pro- 
visions. On what grounds are pre-emption laws 
defended here, and in the sation? On the two 
principles of public policy and of private justice, 

Is it not said to be justly due to the honest bona 
file setter Uhat he shall be protected in the enjoy- 
ment of the fruits of his industry? Are we not 
told that if a foreigner leaves his country and 
comes here, or one of our own citizens leaves his 
residence in an old State, and goes on our public 
domain, and erects a log cabin on it, justice 
requires he shall be covered by a pre-emption law, 
and secured in the pessession of his land? Is not 
this assumed, cvery where, as the equity on which 
a pre-emption law is founded, so far as it respeets 
the individual? And, with regard to its public 
policy, is it not said that such Jaws encourage the 
set'lement and sale of the public lands? that they 
raise the price of the lands, and give an impulse 
to populatiog, thus bringing strength to the coun- 
try, and adding to the public wealih?. Am I not 
justified i saying that these are the two principles 
on whith the pre-emption system is made to 
hinge? Gentlemen may differ as to the expediency 
of the system, but its friends put it on the two 
gróunds I have stated. If these be indeed the 
principles on which alone the bill can be devended, 
“T hope its advocates will support them, as they are 
assumed and embodied in the amendments I shall 
offer, which go toprotect the bona fide settler, and 
him alone. 

With these views I offer the following amend- 
ment to the bill, and ask the Senate to compare it 
with the bill, and judge whether it is not in ac- 
cordance with the principles on which any pre- 
emption law can rest, and ought no!, therefore, to 
be adop'ed. 

Mr. H. here read the amendment, as follows: 

“Bec, 5. Afier the word ‘divided,’ in the third line, strike 


out to the word ‘no, in the fourth line, and inseri ‘equally be- 
twoen them, but neither shall have any claim, by virtue of this 
act, to any other land; and? ” : EP RS 4 
‘fhe bili now reads: Aug At 
Sec.5. Andbe it further enacted, That where two.or: more 
persons shall have settled on the same quarter section, the 
same shall be divided between them, and the deficiency ‘made 
up toeach out of the contiguous vacant ground; but no wilful 
intruder on the known claim ofanother shall be entitled toany 
benefit under this section. ` TPR 


It the amendment shall prevail, the section will 
read: 

“That where two or more persons shall have settièd on the 
same quarter section, the same shall be divided. equally be- 
tween them, but neither shall have any claim, by virtue of 
this act, toany other land; and no wilfulintrader on the known 
claim of another shall be entitled to any benefit under this 
section.” AE 

The bill, in its present shape, declares: that if 
two or more persons shall setile.on the same quat- 
ter section, the land shal! be divided between them, 
and each settler shall be entitled to so much- from 
the contiguous vacant land as shall be sufficient to 
make up to him the fall quantity of a quarter sec- 
tion; but that no wilful intruder shall be entitled to 
the benefits of this provision of the iaw. It gives 
to every settler (not a wilful intruder on the same 
quarter section) an equal right in that land, and 
also'a right of pre-emption ‘to what is equivalent 
to a whole quarter section. He is not merely to 
have his interest. in the quarter section: with the 
rest who unite with him in seizing upon it, bul 
enough is to bs-taken from the adjoining land. tc 
make up a quarter section to each. Will not this 
prejudice the interests of the bona. fide'setiler,iand 
promote those of the speculatof? - It does. not pro. 
hibit the settlement on a quarter section . by more 
persons than one; any number may agree to. asso- 
ciate and unité in fixing themselves on a single 
quarter section, and thence spread themselves ovel 
all the contiguous lands. Will half a d: zen indi: 
viduals settle on one quarter section of land, il 
they all intend to become permanent residents or 
the soil. íf they enter on the land with a sincere 
desire cf making themselves homes in the wilder 
ness, they will each take his. quarter section anc 
begin to improve it; but, by this bill, a family may 
go on one, and. improve it together, and then 
when the time of sale comes, each of them. em. 
braced within the provisions of the bill wilt :be em 
titled to a separate quarter tection at.the Govern: 
ment price. Nor is this all. If it were onl; 
familes that could de this, their taking a tract to 
gether might furnish some eviderce of an inten: 
don to settle permanently on the property. Bu 
what is to prevent a company of speculators fror 
gcing on the land and inhabiting it, and raising on 
log cabin, to furnish a shelter for them all, and a: 
soon as the pre-emptioa right is to be perfected 
claiming, each one, his separate iract of landpat i 
dollar and a quarter, aud immediately selling ita 
a great profit? í have no disposition to benefi 
settlers of this description; and the pre-emption righ 
should be confined to ihose who, in good faith 
make settlements with a view of becoming perma 
nent residents. And this amendment effects thi 
object, and therein carries out the principles avow 
et by the friends of the bill, Such was the provi 
sion of the act of 1828, and such is now the lawo 
the land. 

Its provision is, that if more than one perso! 
shall settle on a quarter section, each of th: per 
sons so settling shall have an equal share of: th 
land, but shall have no claim to any other lai 
whatsoever by virtue of that act. Sacha bilibe 
came alaw, and by an act passed in 1840; it ha 
been continued in force two years longer.. I pre 
sume the clause was introduced expressly. to gaar 
against the evils I have mentioned.. I am dispose: 
to carry out this policy. T-wish-to insert the guard 
which our predecessors thought-.it proper to adop! 
that they might shut out the rich man aud the spe 
culator, and bestow the bencfits:of the bill on non 
but bona fide improvers of the soil. I trust th 
amendment will not be objected to. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that there were tw 
ways to destroy a bill: one was to vote it dow 
and another was to talk it down. He regrette 
that the gentleman had not brought torward h 
an eadment sooner, when the bill was in progre 
of amendment, but after the bil had been tender: 
‘as perfect as it could be, a proposition bad: bë 

-provght forward to recommit it with instructidy 
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then ‘abother amendment had -been offered to that, 
and now the whole ground was to be gone over 
again: What danger could reasonably be appre- 
hended from the section of the bill as reported by 
‘the committee. It was rather retrospective in its 
character, and intended to refer to cases where se- 
veral: individuals had settled on the same tract. 
There might be a very good spring at a particular 
“spot, and half a dozen families might settle around 


- itforthe sake of the water, while they cultivated | 


elsewhere. Did the Senator desire to confine them 
‘all to'the same quarter section? The section gave 
them no floating claim, but confined them to land 
immediately contiguous. In this respect it was 
more restricted than the law of 1830, for that allow- 
zed them each a floating claim. 
that great frauds had been perpetrated under cover 
of these floats, and the evil was not corrected by 
the most illiberal law Congress had ever. passed. 
The gentleman apprehended great danger from 
speculators uniting to settle on a single quarter sec- 


tion; but it would be most extraordinary should a | 


man come all the way from the old States, settling 
woods and making improvements, for the sake of 


the profit he might make on one single quarter sec- | 
tion of land. Mr. C. adverted to the small profit | 


gained by the Government from the auction sys- 
tem, and the advantage of parcelling out the land 
among numerous settlers. He demanded the yeas 
and nays on the amendment. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON repelled the idea of offer- 
ing amendments for the sake of impeding final ac- 
tion on the bill, and insisted that his amendment 
would be preventive of much fraud, and that it 


`- went no farther than the Jaw of 1838. 
* Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the gentleman was | 


mistaken. He supposed the law of 1838 to be the 
last pre-emption law, and that it was only revived 
in 1840; but the law of 1840 was supplemental, 
and was more liberal in its provisions than the 
law of 1838. 


It had been said | 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said that the honorable | 
Senator from Connecticut had called the attention | 


of the Senate to the fact that a general pre-emption 
law, retrospective in its character, had been passed 
in 1840, to continue for two years, thereby demon- 
strating that there was no pressing necessity 
at all: for acting on the subject of pre- 
emption at the present session. He had risen 
to express his thanks to the Senator for the amend- 
ment he had now proposed, and, unless gentle- 
men did-actually intend that the bill should operate 
in’a manner different from that which it professed 
on its ‘face, he hoped the amendment would pass. 
Mr. C’s objections to pre-emption laws were 
founded on the abuses to which they always gave 
rise. They became, for the most part, mere in- 
struments of speculation; the poor man, for whom 
they were professedly passed, derived little or no 


benefit: from them. The benefit enured to the spe- | 
culator alone. How would this bill work in prac- | 


tice? : A new and fertile tract of land had just been 
purchased from some Indian tribe. 


From the fer- | 


tility of its'soil and the advantages of its situation, l 
it offered a most inviting prospect for settlement. 


The Indian title had been extinguished, but the | 


land had not yet been surveyed. What would be 
the effect? A company of speculators would em- 
ploy a number of men to go on this fresh and rich 


land, put upa log building by a spring, and thus | 


obtain pre-emption rights t0 each man. 


The com- | 
pany will immediately purchase from them for a | 


trifle, and, distributing their rights on the adjacent | 


land, would thus possess themselves of a choice 
tract of the bestland at Government price. The 
Senator from Alabama, however, had insisted on 
the limitation that the settlers must take their 
rights only from contiguous land; but could any 


thing be more vague than this? Suppose a hun- | 


dred men should be employed to settle, and it 


: Should be found that they could not get their | 


hundred quarter-sections on land immediately ad- 
joining: that on which they set themselves down, 
would they not spread themselves through the 


township, or-over into a contiguous township? for | 


the provision in: the law must be interpreted so as, 
if possible, to satisfy the right of the party claiming 
nder it; and if they could not lay their pre-emp- 
on on lands immediately contiguous, they must do 


the next best thing to comply with the law, and 
take their lands somewhere in the neighborhood. 
Such he. was very confident would be found to be 
the practical result of. this bill, and Mr. C. would 
here predict, in regard to the present law, as in re- 
gard to all other laws, so far as they departed from 
our old, venerable, and excellent land system, that 
it would redound to the benefit of speculators. As 
the amendment offered by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Connecticut was in the very spirit of the 
arguments advanced by the friends of the bill, he 
trusted that they would now demonstrate that they 
were not insincere in the grounds they had taken. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama now withdrew the call 
for the ayes and nays; and 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky insisted on the call. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama read to the Senate a 
section of the law of 1840. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON observed that the section 
of the law just read had no reference to his amend- 
ment. His design was to provide that, if a num- 
ber of persons should agree to settle on one small 
tract, they should not thereby entitle themselves, 
each, to a quarter section of Jand. There was land 
enougo, which might be embraced by the term 
“contiguous,” to extend this privilege to a thousand 
individuals. 

Mr. HUBBARD briefly opposed the amend- 
ment, and could not conceive why gentlemen should 
be opposed to a provision, the sole object of which 
was to get the Jand settled. 

Mr. KING of Alabama said he was prepared to 
go as far as any gentleman in favor of the pre- 
emption system, but he could not approve of that 
section in the bill now proposed to be amended. It 
was going back too much to the old system of 
“floats,” under which frauds innumerable had 
been perpetrated and proved. The amendment 
was proper in itself, and he hoped it would be 
adopted without insisting on the yeas and nays. 

The call for the yeas and nays was thereupon 
withdrawn, and the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON now offered an amend- 
ment, which proposed to strike out the word “eigh- 
teen,” and insert “twenty-one,” thereby confining 
the benefits of the bill to heads of families, widows, 
and single men over the age of twenty-one years. 
He said he thought the bill, in its present form, 
with the provision for minors, would be highly in- 
expedient, It was likely to produce one of two 
evils, and perhaps both. It would either encourage 
minors, who were under parental government, and 
who had not the capacity ia law to enter into a va- 
lid contract, prematurely to leave theirnative home, 
under the temptation of getiing a pre-emption right 
in the public lands; or, if an individual who went 
upon the land was the head of a family, and had 
sons over eighteen years, instead of obtaining a 
single quarter seclion—which was the benefit the 
bill professed to give him—he might, through his 
sons, obtain two or perhaps three quarter sections 
more. He believed that it had never before teen 
proposed to grant tracts of the public lands to any 
but adults, unless they were heads of families. 
The law of 1838 confined its provisions, as to sin- 
gle persons, to such as were over twenty-one years 
of age, and Mr. H. was for following in the same 
path. 

Mr. NORVELL said that he could not see any 
great necessity for the amendment, or any great 
danger from the bill as it stood, because there could 
not be very many minors in the same family be- 
tween the ages of I8 and 21. Every body ac- 
quainted with Western habits knew that nothing 
was more common than for young men to leave 
their homes before they were of age. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON demanded the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. 3 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested that young 
men at the South were in the habit of marrying 
earlier than in the colder climate of the Senator 
from Connecticut. They often married before 
hee werp twenty-one, cr at least had a contract on 

and. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that undoubtedly the 
gentleman was correct; but, if his object was to 
provide homes for young gentlemen who married 
So Soon as this, why was not the clause of the Dill 
confined expressly to such cases? 


Mr, PRENTISS said that he was in favor of 
the amendment, and hoped it would be adopted: 
for, although he was opposed te the principle of 
the bill, he wished to render its provisions as un- 
exceptionable as possible. In the remarks he had 
taken occasion to make in the commencement of 
the debate, he had expressed his opinion upon the 
policy of pre-emption laws in general, and especial- 
ly upon the policy of this particular bill—a bill, 
he was obliged to repeat, new and unprecedented 
in its character, and most extensive in its opera- 
tion. While all former laws upon the subject had 
been retrospective and temporary, this was to be 
prospective and permanent. It not only enlarged 
and extended the pre-emption policy beyond all 
padvious precedent or example, but in fact intro- 
duced new principles into the system. Not content 
with subjecting the whole public domain, surveyed 
and unsurveyed, to the operation of future pre- 
emption, without any limitation of time, the bill 
broke in upon the relations of parent and child, and 
invited minors, young men under age, to desert the 
family roof before their maturity, and seek their 
fortunes in the wilderness of the West. If the bill 
must pass, it was to be hoped, at least, that it 
would be divested of this very objectionable fea- 
ture. 

The bill, Mr. P. said, proposed a new and un- 
tried experiment, and he feared that it would be as 
mischievous in its consequences as he deemed it 
unsound in principle and disorganizing in tendency. 
An hcnorable Senaror had yesterday, in justifica- 
tion and support of the bill, referred to certain laws 
which existed in some of the States of New Eng- 
land. The honorable member seemed to think 
that between these laws and pre-emption laws 
there was a striking analogy, and that both rested 
essentially upon the same principle. Nothing, in 
the opinion of Mr. P. could be more erroneous. 
The laws to which reference had been made were 
not of a mere arbitrary character, as was supposed, 
but derived their origin from an ancient and ap- 
proved principle—a principle as old as the system 
of equity itself—as old as the code of the civil law. 
They were Jittle more, in substance, than the en- 
actment into the farm of law of a well known rule 
of equity, making thata legal which was before 
essentially an equitable right, and providing for it 
a simple, cheap, and expeditious remedy. They 
allowed a party entering upon land under color of 
title, supposing himself to have a valid right, but 
whose title, on the trial of an ejeciment, turned 
out to be defective, to recover compensation for 
his improvements, or rather, for what he had made 
the land better. But, to entitle himselfto compensa- 
tion, the party was obliged to show that he had en- 
tered under a deed, under a claim of title apparent- 
ly good. The laws gave no relief, nor afforded 
any favor to mere naked, wilful. intruders, nor did 
they hold out any inducement or encouragement to 
lawless invasions or wrongful intrusions upon the 
property of another. They were never prospective, 
but always retrospective, applying only to past 
cases, and were enacted from time to time, as the 
purposes of justice seemed to require. Nothing 
could be more just than that, if the legal owner 
would lay by, without asserting his title, and suf- 
fer a purchaser, for a valuable consideration, un- 
der a supposed but mistaken right, to expend labor 
and money upon his land, and thereby augment its 
value, he should not be allowed to turn the inno- 
cent party out of possession without remunerating 
him to the extent of the real worth of his improve- 
ments. Such was, in substance and effect, the laws 
which had been referred to, and it was quite a mis- 
take to suppose that they afforded any countenance 
or support to pre-emption laws, and especially toa 
law like the one proposed by this bill. 

If (said Mr. P.) there was no other objection to 
the bill than the powerful temptation it held out to 
emigration, that objection alone would be sufficient 
with him. It might be well to look into the statis- 
ties of some of the old States, and see what had 
been the progress and what was the present state of 
their population. That would enable them to 
judge whether it was wise or just, by acts of legis- 
lation, to create motives and inducements which 
could not fail to give a new and active impulse to 
emigration. He would ask attention to the condi- 


Jan. 1841. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


49! 


26ru CONG.. 2ND SESS.. 


Pre-emption Law—Mr. Prentiss. 


Senate. 


tion of his own State. In 1820, the population of 
Vermont was over two hundred and thirty-five 
thousand; in 1830, over two hundred and eighty 
thousand; and now, a little short of two hundred 
and ninety-two thousand. It would thus be seen that 
from 1820 to 1830 the increase was about forty- 
five thousand, while from 1830 to 1840 it was only 
about eleven thousand. And how did the account 
stand in regard to the neighboring State of New 
Hampshire? In 1820, the population of that Siate 
was two hundred aad forty-four thousand; in 1830, 
two hundred and sixty-nine thousand; and now, 
about two hundred and eighty-three thousand. 
From 1820 to 1830 the increase was full twenty- 
five thousand, while from 1830 to 1840 it was only 
about fourteen thousand. in some of the towns in 
Vermont, the population had diminished m the last 
ten years, and there was reason to presume that 
such was the cate in New Hampshire. Had it not 
been for the manufacturing business, which, though 
greatly depressed of late, had built up considerable 
villages in different parts, it was probable that the 
aggregate of population would not have been aug- 
mented at all in either State, but might have been 
diminished. 

In view of these startling facts, Mr. P. said it 
was quite impossible for him, representing, as he 
did, an old State, to give his support to a measure 
which offered a bounty, and a most tempting boun- 
ty, too, to emigration. While he would impose no 
restraints upon emigration, but leave every one to go 
where he pleased, he would give it no extraordinary 
facilities or encouragement, and especially such en- 
couragement as this bill held out, and which no one 
could fail to see must operate very injuriously upon 
the old States. Emigration to the new States was 
rapid enough; and one would think that they ought 
to be satisfied with the surprising and almost in- 
credible accumulations their population was annu- 
ally receiving, without exacting new facilities and 
new encouragement at the expense of the old 
States. This was what their true interest did not 
require, and what they had no right to demand. 
Atany rate it was what, coming as Mr. P, did from 
an old State, and meaning to perform his duty faith- 
fully in the station he had the honor to occupy, he 
was not willing to yield. 

Public attention (Mr. P. said) was awakened to 
the great and momentous subject of the public 
lands. The statesmen and patriots of the country 
were beginning to see and feel the importance, and 
even the necessity, of adjusting the question, and 
that speedily, too. It was not difficult to see that 
the public lands, if not made or used as a bribe for 
votes, would become, more and more, a cause of 
jealousy and collision of interest between the old 
and new States, tending not only to conflict of opi- 
nion, but to alienation of feeling. Every one 
knew, and well knew, that the question had already 
entered, more or less, into the polities of the coun- 
try, and exerted a powerful, if not a corrupting in- 
fluence in elections; and unless the question was 
soon disposed of, it would not only create a combi- 
nation of interest, attended with concert of action, 
of a nature and aspect at once alarming and threat- 
ening, but engender a sectional spirit, fostered and 
inflamed as it might be by interested and ambitious 
politicians, of fearful influence, aad most dangerous 
tendency. ‘The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
CaLHoun] had been so deeply impressed with the 
nature and extent of the evils which threatened the 
country from this source, that he had felt it his du- 
ty, as a public man, to bring forward a proposition 
for settling the question, by ceding away and dis- 
posing at once of the lands themselves. While 
Mr. P. agreed with the honorable Senator as to the 
necessity of a speedy adjustment of the question, he 
could not agree with him as to the mode of doing 
it. He did not think that the proposition to cede 
the lands to the States in which they were situate, 
would remove any of the evils they had reason to 
apprehend from suffering the question to remain 
open and undecided. Passing by all other objec- 
tions to the proposition,. it was enough that the ces- 
sion proposed would create the relation ef debtor 
and creditor between the new States and the Gene- 
ral Government; a relation, above all others, to be 
deprecated and studiously avoided. Besides, if the 
new States, without a cession, would insist, as had 


been said, without even a plausible pretence of 
right, upon baving all the lands to themselves to 
the exclusion of the old States, they would be quite 
as likely, after a cession, to msist, against right, 
upon keeping: to themselves all the money which 
the lands produced. 

In the opinion of Mr. P. the only plan which 
seemed to be at the same time practicable, consti- 
tutional, and likely to settle the question finally 
and satisfactorily, wasa distribution of the proceeds 
of the lands among the States. A division in fair 
and just proportions among all the States could not 
failto command general acquiescence, to secure 
general approbation, and give general satisfaction. 
it would put an end at once and forever to a dan- 
gerously disturbing and distracting question. There 
would no longer exist among politicians any mo- 
tive for agitation on the subject. It was moreover 
the only conservative measure—the only measure 
which would preserve the public domain, save this 
great interest of the country from spoliation, and 
secure permanently, and for generations to come, 
its benefits to all the States. 

It has been said, among other things, in opposi- 
tion to the measure, that if they teok from the 
Treasury the revenues arising from the public 
lands, tor the purpose of distribution, they would 
be obliged to provide in some way for the deficien- 
cy it would occasion; and that it would be idle and 
foolish to distribute the money among the States, 
and then impose taxes to supply its place. Mr. P. 
would frankly admit that the reasoning of gentle- 
men would be unanswerable, and he should feel 
himself bound to vote against distribution, if, in 
his opinion, Congress had the right either to distri- 
bute or retain the proceeds of the lands at its dis- 
cretion, and the question was simply a question 
whether so much money should be retained or dis- 
tributed, and nothing more. In his view, the ques 
tion went far beyond that, and involved other and 
higher considerations. It was a question which 
agitated and distracted the councils of the nation, 
and affected the peace, tranquillity, and harmony 
of the Union. It was on high considerations of 
public policy, for the sake of settling the question, 
and at the same time giving to the States what 
rightfully belonged to them, that he was in favor 
of distribution. It was his deliberate opinion, long 
since formed and settled, that the States were fairly 
and justly entitled to the proceeds of all the public 
lands embraced in the compacts of cession. He 
had given the reasons for this opinion on.a former 
occasion, and he did not know that he could add 
any thing, either new or material, to what he then 
said. He then considered, as be now considered, 
that the question depended upon the terms of the 
deeds of cession, connected with certain provisions 
of the Constitution. 

The deed from Virginia, the leading and most 
important deed, and the only one material to be 
noticed, declared that the lands ceded “shall be 
considered as a common fund, for the use and be- 
nefitof suck of the United States as have become, 
or shall become, members of the Confederation or 
federal alliance of said States, Virginia inclusive, 
according to their usual respective proportions in the 
general charge and expenditure; and shall be faith- 
fully and bona fide disposed of for that purpose, and 
for no other use or purpose whatsoever.” 

It would be difficult, giving to language its fair 
and legitimate sense, to make this clause any thing 
more or less than a declaration of trast in bebalf 
of the respective States composing the Confedera- 
tion. Such was its obvious import and meaning. 
The words “for the use and benefit ef suck of the 
United States, &c. Virginia inclusive,” could be re- 
garded as nothing else than a declaration in terms 
that the cession was a grant to the use of the seve- 
ral States. But not only was the use declared to 
the States as States; the proportion in which the 
States should share in the use was also declared. 
A rule was given for apportioning the fund among 
the States; and the insertion of a rule of apportion- 
ment, of itself, necessarily implied a several, sepa- 
rate interest in the States in the common fund. 
They were to share in it ‘according to the usual 
respective proportions in the general charge and ex- 
penditure;” that is, they were to share respectively 

n the fund, each State to havs its proportion, its 


ij 


1 


———— 


distributive share, according to the ratio preseribed. 
This was the plain import of the language used, 
and there was nothing in the words “common fund’ 
which at all varied or in any way. qualified. the 
meaning. In the case of a grant to A, in trust foi 
the use and benefit of B, C, and D, the fund would 
be a common fund, whether so declared or not, but 
the beneficial interest would be several. Nor was 
the meaning at all affected, assome had contended 
it was, by the words in the concluding clause, 
“and shall be faithfully and bona fide disposed of 
for that purpose, ard for no other use of purpose 
whatsoever.” Disposed of for what purpose? The 
words referred to an antecedent member of the sen: 
tence, and supposed the substantive object of the 
grant to have been previously declared and stated. 
Aud what was it? Why, to form “ta common fund 
for the use and benefit of such of the United States, 
&c. Virginia inclusive,” &c. That was the declared 
purpose of the grant, and that was the purpose. for 
which the lands were required to be sold. The 
words “according to the usual respective proportions 
in the general charge and expenditure” were used 
not to designate the object or purpose of the grant 
but to give a measure of apportionment, and limi 
and fix the respective interests of the States in the 
fund. The short and true reading of the dee 
then was, that the cession was a grant to the Con 
federation by one member of it, for the use anc 
benefit of itself and the several other members oi 
it, respectively, to be shared by them in the propor. 
tions specified. Such was clearly the nature anc 
effect of the cession under the Confederation; anc 
had the substitution of the present Constitution and 
Government in the place of the Confederatiot 
worked any change in the rights of the States to thi 
fund? Whether it had or not, would be seen fron 
the Constitution itself: 

“The Congress shall have power to dispos of and make al 
needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or othe 
property belonging to the United States; and nothing in thi 
Constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice any. claim ¢ 
the United States, or of any particular State.” 

“All debts contracted, and engagements entered into, befor 
the adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against th 
United States uuder this Constitution as under the Confedere 
tion. 

These provisions of the Constitution, whiel 
were the only ones having any bearing upon thi 
question, instead of extinguishing or impairing 
in any degree, the obligation of the compacts o 
cession, saved and confirmed all the anteceden 
rights springing out of them. The new Constitu 
tion superseded the old Confederation, but the trus 
continued a subsisting and binding trust, and th 
beneficial interest in the lands remained, as be 
fore, in the States. Ifit had so happened that th 
trust could not now be executed in the precis 
manner designated and directed by the deed d 
cession, then, according to well known and esta 
blished principles, it was to be executed as near: 
in that manner as was practicable, or in suc 
other way as would give effect to thejtrust. ] 
Congress could not apportion the fund among th 
States in the mode specified and prescribed, it wa 
bound to adopt such other course as would aj 
proximate in its results the nearest to thi 
mode. s 

Such, Mr. P. said, was his reasoning upon th 
question at the last session, and what he had no! 
said upon it was little else than a repetition, insul 
stance, of what he then said. Distribution, h 
would repeat, was, in his judgment, the right o 
the States. Justice not only required it, but it wa 
demanded by considerations of policy of the high 
est and most weighty nature. He thought th 
thanks of the country were due to the honorabi 
Senator who originally brought forward: the prc 
position. It was a wise, just, and conciliator, 
measure; and Mr. P. would venture to say tha 
among all the measures which the honorabl 
Senator from Kentucky had originated, : an 
which had rendered, and would, in future histor 
render his name. signally conspicious, the mei 
sure of distribution, above all others, would be r 
garded by posterity a8 the highest and stronge 
evidence of his wisdom, his sagacity, his enlarg: 
and enlightened patriotism. 

Mr. P. said there was one other topic, not ve 
inumately connected, it was true, with the subje 
before the Senate, upon which he wished to say 
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word. or-two., twas a topic which bad arisen 


_ rather incidentally in. the course of the discussion, 


ab 


and he neticed it, not because it had any imme- 
diate. bearing upon the merits of the main question, 
but. on account of its general importance, and for 
the purpose of expressing his dissent from some 
of the doctrines which gentlemen had taken occa- 
sign to advance upon it. | 

„Jt -had been said. that the States had the un- 
qualified. and-exclusive right to determine and fix 
the. qualifications of eleciors, and might by their 
Constitutions -or laws admit whomsoever they 
pleased, whether citizens or aliens, to vote in elec- 
tions either of Siate.or Federal officers. To that 
doctrine Mr. P.. could by no means agree. It was 
not only, in his. opinion, repugnant to sound, ac- 
knowledged principles of national policy, but was 
incompatible with the express provision and plain 
object: and intention. of the Constitution ot the 
United States. 

The Constitution gave to Congress the power 
“to. establish a uniform rule of naturalization.” 
The power thus. given was, from its very nature, 
national; and, though not made so in express terms, 
was of course exclusive, as much so as the power 
to'regulate commerce, or the power to declare war. 
The‘States being one nation under the Constitution, 
and ‘these powers being all equally and strictly na- 
tional in their nature and character, they could be 
exercised only by the National Government. It 
would be inconsistent with the nature of the Union, 
and the objects of the General Government, to al- 
low either of the powers to be exercised by the 
States. © Congress was empowered to establish a 
‘uniform rule‘ of naturalization, and for the purpose 
of ‘securing uniformity ona subject of such high 
national concern, the power was surrendered by 
the States and vested in the General Government. 


»_[t-was.to be borne in mind that no one could be 
a citizen of any State without being a citizen of 
the United Staies. The Constitution declares that 
“the cilizens of each State shall be entitled to all 
the privileges and immunities of citizens in the 
several States.” A citizen of any one State, there- 
fore, must have the rights and privileges of a citi- 
zen: in every other State; and this consideration 
alone, if nothing else would do it, demonstrated 
the. utter repugnancy and incompatibility of the 
exercise of the power by the States. It was true 


. that it-was once supposed, and indeed even held by 


the, judiciary, that the States possessed a concur- 
rent authority in the matter of naturalization; but, 
consideting the nature and purpose of the power, 
and that such concurrent authority would render 
the. power entirely nugatory and wholly defeat its 
policy, the error which prevailed for a time had at 
length given way to sounder reasoning and more 
comprehensive and enlightened views upon the sub- 
ject, so that it might now be considered as seutled 
and established that the power was execlusive. 


The: power of naturalization given in the Con- 
stitution, Mr. P. said, necessarily implied that no 
one could: be a citizen, or enjoy the full rights of a 
citizen, who was not such by nativity of birth, ex- 
cept by naturalization. Every one, therefore, was 
an alien who was not a citizen, either native or na- 
turalized;: and the question was, could the elective 
franchise be given to aliens, to persons who owed 
no allegiance to the country, but were bound by 
allegiance to a foreign country, which was the le- 
gal condition of every alien? If the States could 
not exercise the power of naturalization, could 
they confer. all the essential civil and political 
rights and privileges which naturalization gave? If 
they.could not directly, in a legal and constitutional 
sense, make an alien a citizen, could they give him 
all the rights which belonged to a citizen, and thus 
indirectly, but substantially, exercise ‘the power of 
naturalization? It appeared to Mr. P. to be very 
plain that:they could not. The Constitution of the 
United: States was the supreme law of the land, 
and it was hardly necessary to say that every State 


_ Constitution or:law.which was repugnant to any of 


its provisions:was'of no validity, and could conter 
no: fights. If an valien, without naturalization, 
could-have and enjoy all the rights, civil and politi- 
cal,: which properly appertained: to a citizen, he 
would be, to every intent and purpose, a citizen in 


every thing bat in name. There would be nothing 
left of his alienism but a mere abstraction. 


Mr. P. said it was very clear to him that the 


right to vote in political elections could only be be- 
stowed upon citizens, native or naturalized. The 
Supreme power, according to the theory of the 
American Governments, rested wholly in the citi- 
zens, or, in the language of the Constitution, in the 
people—a word evidently used as synonymous with 
citizens—and it might be assumed, as an elementary 
principle in our potitical institutions, that the exer- 
cise of the powers of Government could be dele- 
gated by none but citizens, and only to citizens, 
Citizenship, on the general principles of law and 
reason, was essential to the capacity of an elector. 
Though every citizen might not be an elector, no 
one could be an elector who was not a citizen. It 
was true, the States might superadd, or dispense 
with, other qualifications; but they could not give, 
of dispense with, the fundamental one of citizen- 
ship. They might, perhaps, repeal the common 
law, which disabled an alien to hold lands, and 
give him all the rights of property; they might, per- 
haps, remove other disqualifications, and allow him 
to be a juror, or to enjoy other civil rights depend- 
ing on municipal regulation and of mere munici- 
pal concern. But when they added to these civil 
rights the political privileges which belonged only 
to a citizen, such as the exercise of the elective 
franchise, which was the highest function of a citi- 
zed, and was of general and national concern, the 
constituency of the State Governments being the 
constituency of the General Government, they did 
that in substance, if not in form, which was pal 
pably at variance with the meaning, spirit, and po- 
licy of the Federal Constitution. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, as he was very 
friendly to early marriages, he could not consent to 
vote for the amendment; and, indeed, on a little 
reflection, he was persuaded the Senator from 
Connecticut would never find it in his heart to de- 
prive a young fellow who was under twenty-one, 
and had an affectionate wife of eighteen, from get- 
ting a pre-emption right and setiling down in life. 
As to our Western boys, he believed many of them 
were disposed to marry early, and he thought that 
those who did so, ought not to be discouraged from 
going into the new country. Give them a fair 
chance; and even those who were not married, let 
them go and erect a log cabin, and get it ready to 
accommodate a wife immediately after they should 
be twenty-one. He thought it would be rather a 
reflectiongon the Senate should they refuse so 
small a boon. The provision in the bill could 
do no harm, and he could not consent to strike 
it out. 


Mr. SMITH of Connecticut said his colleague 


had proposed an amendment which he deemed a 
very proper one, and that he should have given his 
vote for it with great cheerfulness, had a vote been 
taken upon it; but he did not feel disposed to sustain 
the one now offered by him. He remarked that if 
the settlement and cultivation of the new lands 
were primary considerations with the people of 
this nation, collectively or individually, he thought 
the people of the old States would feel as deep an 
interest in the disposition as those of the hew; and 
it was his opinion that the inhabitants of the old 
States, and especially those of the Eastern States, 
would be quite as much benefited, if not more, by 
pre-emption Jaws, than those of the new. Had 
there not been (said Mr. S.) great inducements to 
the enterprising people of the Eastern States—and 
none were more enterprising than the people of 
Connecticut, whom he, in part, had the honor to 
represent—to emigrate and settle upon the new 
lands at the West, there would probably have been 
as dense a population at this time in many ef the 
old States, or nearly so, as in the most crowded 
European States; and he was not disposed to check 
the spirit of emigration, by which they were so 
signally marked, and from which so much personal 
benefit had been derived; and he was disposed to 
give them every advantage that they could have by 
emigration, not asan inducement to go, but, if they 
were disposed to go, as a compensation for- the 
many sacrifices they were compelled to make, in 
leaving a well cultivated land, with all the conve- 
niences and comforts it afforded them, for a wild 


and uncultivated country, where deprivations and 
hardships surrounded them for many years. Often 
families moved with only the means of carrying 
them there, and without any thing to purchase or 
pay for bread after their arrival. Pre-emption 
rights, in such- cases, would be very valuable to 
them, and often equal to a small capital. They 
had only to select a farm and go to work, and be- 
fore they were called upon for payment, their farms 
were sufficiently cleared to enable them, not only to 
support their families, but raise and spare produce 
enough from them to pay for the land. Pre-emption 
rights will enable a great many worthy citizens to 
move into a new country, where they will soon rise 
with the country, from poverty to wealth; they are 
there enabled to take rank among their neighbors, 
and in society which is gratifying to their ambition, 
and to give full scope to useful talents which other- 
wise might have lain dormant, and been smothered 
and stifled by the cold chills of poverty. A young 
man without means, by hiring himself out for a 
few years, as was the custom in the New England 
States, could earn money enough to buy him a 
good farm, upon which he could rear a respeciable 
and useful family, and make him a valuable home 
for life. The impulse that is given to society by 
such citizens, the rising West furnishes us with the 
most ample evidence. It was no uncommon thing 
to see those who had thus commenced in life, even- 
tual'y become prosperous and wealthy. There 
were men in the Western country now worth fifty, 
sixty, and even a hundred thousand dollars, who 
had gone to that country with an axe, and when 
they went were not worth the clothes they wore. 
By hiring out and laboring for others, at ten or fif- 
teen dollars a month, they earned and saved enovgh 
to buy them a piece of land, and by industry and 
integrity, and strict attention to business, had 
gained for themselves valuable reputations, and 
were among the most valuable and respectable of 
our citizens. A man in the Eastern States, who 
had a family which he found it difficult to main- 
tain, would move to the West, bringing with him 
his family, and among them, frequently, sons, 
healthy, and with good constitutions, between the 
ages of eighteen and twenty-one: it was a common 
occurrence. When he arrived at the West, the 
services and labor of the sons would command high 
wages; and they were not backward in taking ad- 
vantage of it, and would hire out and labor for 
others, while the father would clear and: subdue a 
piece of land for himself, and in a little while the 
sons, from their wages, would be enabled to pur- 
chase and own farms of their own. Thus pleasant 
neighborhoods were formed, having similar and 
congenial habits; aud there were nearly whole 
towns in the Western country which had been set- 
tled by people originally moving from the same 
neighborhood in the Eastern States; and though far 
removed from their native land, were in the full en- 
joyment of all the social relations and pleasures that 
are so endearing to man. 

The young and inexperienced members of the 
family, thus settled and established near, and in the 
vicinity of the parents, could easily avail them- 
selves of their experience, and receive their advice 
and friendly aid. The advantages derived from 
society thus formed and constituted, both to indivi- 
duals and the public, Mr. S. said, were too apparent 
to be donbied; and he had a strong desire te aid 
them in their prosperity, and certainly should not 
knowi:-gly do any thing to prevent it. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he wished the hono- 
rable Senator from Pennsylvania {Mr. Bocwanan] 
had furnished a more practical commentary than 
hehad done on his own doctrine of early mar- 
riages. Mr. H. had no desire to prevent the pros- 
perity of enterprising young men, who chose to 
marry early; and they were embraced in that pro- 
vision of the bill which gives the right of pre-emp- 
tion to “every person, being the head of a family; 
but he could not consent to give this privilege to 
minors who were yet single, as this bill does, under 
the description of a “single man over the age of 
eighteen years.” In regard to the latter class, he 
was inclined to ‘‘follow in the footsteps” of our 
“predecessors,” esteeming their policy on this sub- 
ject to be a wise one, Be 

Mr. MANGUM, said that after the last votes 
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which had been given in favor of this bill, he pre- 
‘sumed it was to pass, and was desirous to make it 
as perfect as possible. He was willing that a 
‘young man over eighteen and under twenty-one 
-Should have a pre-emption right, provided he was 
married, and the head of a family; but, ifa similar 
provision was extended to other minors, he appeal 
‘ed to gentlemen to consider what was the effect 
likely to be produced on the domestic relations of 
‘Jife. Inviting young men from the homestead of 
their fathers, conferring property on them be- 
‘fore they were of age, and settling them in masses 
‘in a new country—-what must be the effect of tbis- 
-on themselves, as well as on the community into 
the midst of which they were thrown, without be- 
ing bound to it by any of the ordinary social ties? 
‘It went to break up family relations, and tempt 
young lads to a breach of the duty tbey owed 
their parents. Was it wise thus to stimulate emigra- 
tion, and throw young and inexperienced boys into 
‘ circumstances where they would be exposed to all 
manner of imposition? What right had such young 
men to enteron our public domain and erect them- 
selves a log cabin or other building without the 
consent of their parents? By the laws, he believed, 
ef every State in the Union, their personal ser- 
vices, until they were of age, belonged to their 
father. Would gentlemen tempt them to desert 
their duty—to deprive their parents of the aid on 
which they leaned, and to which, by the laws of 
the country, they were entitled, and which they 
might claim under a law of far higher origin and 
far more sacred obligation? 

Mr. NORVELL suggested that, by the laws of 
the General Government, young men of 18 could 
become purchasers of the public land. There was 
no law to preventit; and why, if he went ona 
piece of wild land with the intent to make it his 
home-—if he cultivated the soil, and erected on it a 
dwelling, ought he to be placed on a worse footing 
than others? 

-The question was now taken on the proposed 
amendment to strike out 18, and insert 21, and de- 
cided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Phelps, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Webster, 
White, and Williams—24. 

NAY3—Messrs, Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nichelson, Nor- 
vell, Perter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Sturgeon, Tallmadse, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
Wright, and Yourg-—24. 

The Senate being equally divided, the President 
gave bis casting vote in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON now cffered anoher 
amendment, proposing to strike out from section 
first the words “has been or shall be distinguished,” 
and insert “shall have been extinguished at the 
time of such settlement.” So thatif the amend- 
ment be adopted, it will read, “on any of the 
' public lands to which the Indian title shall have 
been extinguished at the time of such settlement.” 

He said that he proposed it merely with the view 
of making the bill more explicit, and of preventing 
misconstruction, especially as the registers and 
receivers were to have power to decide in a sumg 
mary manner and definitively all questions arising’ 
under the act. As the bill stood, it might be so 
construed as to apply to land to which the Indian 
title had not been extinguished. The object of the 
amendment was io prevent this. Instead, there- 
fore, cf the words in the bi'l, “the title to which 
has been or may be extinguished,” he proposed to 
substitute the words, “shall have been extinguished 
at the time of such settlement.” 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he concurred in the 
amendment. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. I am glad there is one 
amendment which the gentleman can approve. 

Mr. CLAY. And Iam glad that there is one of 
the gentleman’s measures which I can approve. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON rejoined, that, although ke 
was pleased to have the support of the Senator 
from Alabama in this amendment, he thought it 


-any individual was not only net prohibited, but 


more important to have a majority of the Senate 
to concur in this, as they already had done in ano- 
ther amendment which he had proposed, and to 
which the gentleman from Alabama had objected. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he would propose to 
the Senate another amendment, the object of which, 
asin the last case, was to render the provisions of 
the bill more explicit. He could not suppose it 
was intended that the pre-emption right granted by 
the bill should be extended to any other land than 
the quarter section on which the pre-emptioner 
settled, but, as the bill was drawn, itmust be mani- 
fest that a person who settled on a quarter section, 
and brought himself within the scope of the bill by 
making improvements, &c. might claim a pre- 
emption right to any other quarter section open to 
pre-emption. To prevent this, Mr. H. proposed to 
insert in the 12th line of the 4th section, after the 
word “land,” the words ‘so settled upon;” so 
that, if amended, it will read “shall! be entitled to 
a pre-emption in the purchase of a quantity of the 
public land so settled upon, not exceeding one quar- 
ter section.” 

Mr. LINN inquired whether his friend from 
Connecticut would exclude a man who had settled 
ona fraction containing 179 or 180 acres. The 
Senator was aware that in the survey there were 
some fractional sections, one quarter of which 
would not always be 160 acres. This had pro- 
duced some difference of cpinion in Missouri. At 
sorne land offices a man was allowed to enter such 
a fraction, and at others not. Ta consequence, an 
appeal had been made to the land department at 
Washington, and there it bad been decided that the 
settler. must confine himself to the exact amount of 
160 acres. This was productive of great inconve- 
nience. Part of a man’s farm might have been 
on such a fraction, and he was thus prevented from 
entering i. Such cases could be provided for in 
this bill, and be should be sorry to see it pre- 
vented. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that the case sup- 
pesed was already provided for in the bill, and his 
amendment did not, in his opinion, interfere with it. 

The question being put, the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON now offered as a further 


amendment a new section to the bill as follows: 

“Src. 10. And beit further enacted, That before any per- 
son claiming the benefit ofthis law shall havea patent for the 
land which he may claim by having complied with its provi- 
sions, he shall make oath before some person authorized by law 
to administer thesame, which oath, with the certificate of the 
person administering it, shall be filed with the register of the 
proper land office when the land is applied for, andby said re- 
gister sent to the aftice of the Commissioner of Public Lands, 
tha: he entered upon the land which he claims to his own right, 
andexclusively for his own use aud benefit; and that he has 
not, directly or indirectly, made any agreementar Contract, in 
any way or manner, with any person or persons whatever, by 
which the title which he might aequire from the Government 
of the United States shouldinure to the use or benefit of any 
one except himself, or to convey or transfer the said Jand, or 
the title which he may acquire to the’ same, to any other per- 
gon or persons whatever, at any subsequent time, and if such 
person claiming the benefit of this Jaw as aforesaid, shall swear 
falsely in the premises, he shail be subject toal! the pains and 
penalties for_ perjury, forfeit the money which he may have 
paid for the land, and all right and title to the said land; and 
any grantor conveyance which he may have made in pursu- 
ance of such agreeinest or contract as aforesaid shall be ‘void, 
except in the bands of a purchaser in good faith, for a valuable 
consideration withont notice. And the certificate, which shall 
be filed with the Commissioner as aforesaid, shall be taken 
to be conclusive evidence that the oath was legally adminis- 
tered.” 

Mr. H. said that his intention in. this amend- 


ment, as in the others, was to carry out the pro- 
fessed object of the law, by preventing frauds and 
securing the honest, bona fide settler in the posses- 
sion of bis land. By the bill in its present form, 


was permitted to enter on land for the benefit of 
others, instead of himself. Now, if the design cf 
the law wasto grant a pre-emption right to the 
bona fide setiler only, was it not reasonable to re- 
quite his affidavit that he was such} This was the 
security which the Government had against frauds, 
and, however frail, it was some security. Did 
Western gentlemen want others to get the boon? 
Did they cesire individuals to go upon the land fer 
the benefit of speculators? As the bill now is, a 
man might openly and professedly enter on a quar- 
ter-section for the benefit of some rich speculator, 
and obtain for him the rightof preemption. Mr. 
H. said that he followed, in this amendment, the 


law of 1838; and though he admitted that.it would 

prove a very inadequate security, still it would be 
some: Good citizens would not refuse to take the 
oath. = 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the friends of the 
bill had no wish to allow men to enter of the lands 
for the benfit of others; and, hoping twat the amend- 
ment, if adopted, might possibly have the effect. of 
reconciling some gentlemen to the bill, he should 
not oppose it. i 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON now said that, as the gen- 
tleman from Alabama kad gone thus far, he hoped 
to have his concurrence in the amendment he was 
about to propose. The law was not only prospec- 
tive bur permament. He desired so to amend it 
as that it should expire by its own limitation;. and 
it would te open to renewal if, on trial, it should 
not be found to be productive of evil. He wished, 
therefore, to provide, as in former pre-emption 
laws, that the law should continue in force for. a 
limited time only; and with that view he offered 
the following amendment: , 


“Suc. 11. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be 
and continue in force two years, and no longer.” 


On this amendment, Mr. HUBBARD demanded 
the yeas and nays. i 

Mr. LINN said he wished to offer a few words 
on this amendment. If, said Mr. L. we are to 
open a pre-emption discussion every two years, he 
predicted that it would cost this Government ten 
times as much as it will ever gain by the abolish- 
ment of the pre-emption system altogether, and 
putting the lands to the bighest bidder, which, as 
has been conclusively shown, amounts only to the 
difference of a few cents. He did not entertain a 
doubt of it. Why, sir, have we not seen, from 
time to time, Congress engaged, day by day, 
gravely discussing, at an immense expense to the 
people, the question whether ycu would pass laws 
to permit the earliest settlers of the wilderness to 
purchase their lands at one dollar and twenty-five 
cents the acre? He considered the money thus 
spent as absolutely squandered. He had voted for 
the Senator’s amendment [Mr. Huwtinaron’s] re- 
quiring an oath to prevent fraud; but he must be 
permitted to say that there have been an almost in- 
finity of chaiges of fraud brought against the set- 
ters on our Western lands which were nearly des- 
titute of foundation. There was scarcely ground 
enough of fact fora man to plant the sole. of his 
foot upon while fulminating the thunders of denun- 
ciation and abuse which have been beard here‘and 
elsewhere. 

I believe (said he) there is more false swearing 
in the custom-house of one of our large cities, in 
foot upon while fulminating the thunders of denun- 
ciation and abuse which have been heard here-and 
clyewhere. 

I believe (said he) there is more false swearing 
in the custom-house of one of our large cities, in 
one day, than would be sufficient to damn the whole 
world—certainly a thousand times more than ex- 
ists on the whole line of our frontier, in relation to 
pre-emption rights, in a year. It bas become al- 
most proverbial to charge the people of the new 
States with a want of moral sense. I fling back 
the charge on those who make it. I know it to be 
unfounded. I stand here openly to deny it, and I 
aver that, save in a very few cases, the charge of 
frauds is wholly without foundation. How was this 
system of accusation employed against Louisiana? 
It was said that the speculators there had seized 
upon the fattest and most beautiful land in all the 
country, and by fraudulent practices had appro- 
priated it to themselves. Well, the Government 
employed an agent of character and experience to 
go to the spot and search into the truth of the charge. 
He did sc; and what does be report to you? That 
he always heard reports in relation to some other 
neighborhood, but never was able to light on a spot 
where the existence of fraud was found. As he 
approached the ground, the charge receded before 
him: it vanished, it evaporated, and never proved 
to be tangible, except in a very few cases. And he 
would venture to say, that if similar:charges, which 
have been made elsewhere, shall be subjected to a 

thorough investigation, gentlemen will almost feel 
ashamed that they ever entertained even a suspicion 
of their lruth. 
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I do not deny. that. fraud may have been perpe- 
arated, but I do-say that it has. occurred as seldom 
- ‘as ever will be possible under a merely human law. 
` The system of floats did, I admit, give oceasion to 
much wrong to the United States, and the Govern. 
ment, by that, means, lost some of its best lands; 
aud yetit was not fraud, but all originated from a 
construction given,to the law by the land depart- 
“ment. here. He said he was opposed to that con- 
struction at the 1ime, and should be still... The ob- 
ject of the pre-emption system is, that the. new 
States may get an accession of good, moral, indus- 

"trious settlers.» And here I must be permitted to 
say, on. the subject of land stealing, that, while very 
little has been committed against the General Go- 
vernment, the United States have been guilty of no 
small. amount of it, as regards some of the United 
States. By the treaty of Paris of 1803, you ac- 
quired possession of the magnificent territory of 
Louisiana, stretching from the Gulf of Mexico to 
the sources of the Misssissippi, and by contiguity 
tothe great Western Ocean. With the country 
was tranferred into the bosom of the American 
family many thousand souls, mostly ignorant of 
our.laws, customs, and manners. This Govern- 
ment was bound by that treaty to respect that pro- 
perty: But did we not see that they refused for 
many years to confirm any tract over one league 
square, or any tract containing a lead mine or salt 
spring. Was this just or right? And, sir, have we 
not seen these same lands sold and the money 
‘pocketed by the Goyernment, and title still refused 
to the claimant? aud, when taken from him and 
afterwards confirmed, you force him to take the 
‘same amount from your picked and refuse public 
domain subject to saleat private entry. 

: This you call carrying out a solemn treaty’in the 

spirit in which it was made. But, sir, I do not 
charge this Government with intentional wrong in 
this matter, notwithstanding it did steal some of 
these strangers’ lands. But I do say that more 
rank injustice has been committed by the Govern- 
ment, and by gentlemen who stood here and saw it 
done before their eyes, than has ever been commit- 
ted by the people of the whole State in relation to 
your public domain. 

“When the whole of the State, during the last 

war with Great Britain, between the Missouri and 
the ‘Mississippi rivers, was left to defend itself by 
a population who had settled on the lands in de- 
fiauee of your laws, these very squatters proved to 
be your best'soldiers, and such they ever will be. 
And when the old States shall be sunk in follies 

- and crimes, and shall have become a Government 
of mere property, there will still be found on the 
frontier a gallant band of hardy agriculturists, 
among whom the Jove of liberty will still survive, 
and whose virtue and patriotism will be the preser- 
vation of our free institutions. God forbid that 
any unkind feeling should be excited in my bosom 
by the acts of this Government in reference to Mis- 
souri,:. Tam an American citizen, thoroughly and 
truly such, as‘my votes will prove; but I confess I 
do feel nettled, at times, when I hear my constitu- 
ents charged as they have been on this floor; and if 
I am driven to carry the war on this side the moun- 
tains, in their defence, I promise it will be in no 
measured terms. And if the question is to be 
made of comparative morality and of simple re- 
publican integrity, well do I know on which side 
the balance will rest. 


Myr. CLAY of Kentucky said that the amend- 
ment was one of greater unportance than at first 
view it might appear to be. In all the pre-emption 
Jaws heretofore passed, a clause had been inserted 
limiting their continuance te two years; and the 
question for the Senate now to decide was, whether 
they ‘would deviate from the uniform course of le- 
: gislation, and now pass a pre-emption law which 

‘should bé interminable in its duration. It seemed 
: RO bim that there were so many considerations in 
favoy of the Senate’s listening to the amendment 
and giving force to the arguments in its favor, that 
they ‘could not well refuse to adopt it. What was 
the system which it was propesed to enact for a pe- 
riod wholly unlimited? t'was a system new, un- 
tried, and perilous in the exireme. It went to open 
to the right of pre-emption the whole of the lands of 


the United States on which the Indian title had been 
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extinguished; all that were subject to private entry; 
and.all that had not yet been surveyed and put up at 
auction. It invited settlers. to seize upon the Jand 
before it had been surveyed. It was a virtual re- 
peal of the auction system, for when all the good 
land should be taken up, what would there be left 
for the auction to operate upon? Nothing. It 
amounted to a total alteration of our land system, 
which had been in successfu | operation for more 
than fifty years; a system under which Ohio, from 
being an uncultivated wilderness, had sprung up, 
as if by enchantment, intoa densely settled State, 
numbering a million and a half inhabitants, while 
other States through the entire West had advanced 
with a pregress not lessrapid. Is it wise (said Mr. 
C.)—let me put itto the Senate—let me put it to 
the c -untry—is it wise to put this matter out of 
reach ef our hands, until we are perfectly sure that 
it will work weli? Let me puta case to the friends 
of this bill. Here is a new district of lands opened, 
lands of the most inviting character, containing ex- 
acily the proper proportion of prairie and timber, 
beautifully situated, and of the highest degree of 
fertility. You then issue your proclamation to all 
the world, inviting all who choose to rush upon the 
fresh and virgin soil, under the promise that they 
shall have a pre emption right; and they come at 
your call. Now, by the provisions of the present 
land system, you declare that the sixteenth section 
in every township shall be reserved for purposes of 
education. By the effect of this bill, that section is 
gone; it is gone. Who does not foresee that such 
a settlement as is here invited, must lead to scenes 
of violence and contention in regard to land titles, 
on which no patriot eye can look but with sorrow 
and dismay? Under these circumstances, what is 
now proposed by my friend from Connecticut? It 
is merely to bring the act under review at the end 
of two years, when it shall have undergone some 
trial az to its practical operation. And is this a new 
proposal! have not all our pre-emption laws here- 
tofore been limited in point of time? Not one of 
them has been, like this, universal in its range, and 
unlimited in its duration. 

Something has been said about the tediousness 
of legislation, and the great consumption of con- 
gressional time, occasioned by our debates on sub- 
jects connected with the public domain; but have 
gentlemen attended to the facts on this subject? I 
say that, but for the series of experiments which 
has been so fatal in its operation on the whole 
country and on ail its interests, the sessions of Con- 
gress, instead of increasing in length, have shown 
a constant tendency to diminution, I have before 
mea very curious document on this subject, em- 
bracing every session of Congress from 1789 to the 
present time, being fifty-two annual sessions. And 
what are the results it exhibits? That the two first 
sessions of Congress, after the Government went 
into operation, were among the longest of any—one 
of them continuing two bundred and twenty-one 
days, and the other two hundred and ten, I know 
it has been said, and truly said, that this is to be 
accounted for from the fact that our whole system 
had then to be organized; that the first Congress 
had to put the new and vast machine of the new 
Constitution, with its multitudinous parts, into mo- 
tion. But I find that in the fourth Congress there 
was a session of one hundred and ninety-seven 
days; and in the sixth of one hundred and ninety 
days. Another session exhibits one hundred and 
twenty-one days; and another one hundred and se- 
venty-seven. And what do you spppose was the 
longest session (not including that in which war 
was declared against Great Britain) since the Go- 
vernment went into operation? It began in 
November, 1797, and ended in July, 1798—occu- 
pying 246 days. The next longest was the session 
during which we went to war with England, and 
which continued 245 days; and so the list goes on, 
the long sessions gradually diminishing in their ex- 
jent until Gen. Jackson came into power. They 
commenced a new system of legislation—the at- 
tacks on banks, the removal of the deposites, the 
multiplication of graduation and pre-emption bills, 
with all the other wild and reckless and ruinous 
measures which have prostrated the business and 
prosperity of the country. 
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Away with the idea that we are to be frightened 
into the adoption of the present bill from any hope 
of relieving ourselves from labor and from those 
high responsibilities and sacred duties which have 
been imposed upon us by the Constitution. It has 
no foundation in fact. The whole consumption of 
time, of which gentlemen make such heavy com~ 
plaints, has been caused by their own impatience 
under the operation of our most admirable land 
system. All we ask of them is that they will for- 
bear, that they will submit to a system which has 
been so long and so successfully tried, and there 
will be a gradual diminution of the time consumed 
from year to year in the discussion of land debates. 
Yet, after all the complaints, the longest session 
we have ever had was within twelve years from 
the commencement of the Government. The next 
longest was that in which we declared war, and 
the other long sessions have happened since Gen. 
Jackson came into power. 

Now, I ask, shall we, as wise men, as safe, ju- 
dicious men, cast behind us all the advantages of 
an old, and long tried, and advantageous system, 


which hes worked well and produced the happiest” 


results, and subject ourselves to a new, ried, 
and interminable scheme like that proposed in the 
present bill? What will be its effect in a financial 
point of view? The Government is now aground. 
The cry for Treasury notes! Treasury notes! is 
the only remedy sounded forth from the head of 
the Treasury Department. The denouncers of 
banks, and bank paper, and the credit system, now 
ery in our ears for more, and more, and yet more 
paper money. I call the attention of the Senate to 
one of the reports from the Secretary, from which 
it will be perceived that there is a labored exertion 
throughout to diminish the charges upon Govern- 
ment, and to augment the receipts of the current 
year. And this extravagant Administration, in its 
expiring moments, begins to preach economy—a 
word which bas been heretofore rigorously excluded 
from their political vocabulary. Look at his esti- 
mate of the product of the customs during the pre- 
sent year. He sets them down at 19,000,000; and 
on what data? On none whatever. Only because 
it was. convenient to swell. the income to that 
amount. The product ot the last year was but 
13,000,000, and why does he estimate that 
of the coming year at 19,000,000? Simply be- 
cause those figures would enable him to showa 
little surplus in the Treasury at the end ef the year; 
and if for that purpose an estimate of twenty-five 
millions had been necessary, it would have been so 
setdown. Look at his report, and what does he 
say? Why, that there is a “strong illustration of 
the probability of a conjecture.” Yes, we have 
the “strong illustration of the probability cf a con- 
jecture.” This language reminds me very much of 
the expression used by a friend of mine now not 
living, but then a member of the Legislature of 
Kentucky. Rising to speak to some matter in de- 
bate, he said that he thought “he had a sort of a 
sign of a symptom of a sensation of an idea on 
the subject before the House.” And really that 
seems as good to me as the Secretary’s “strong il- 
lustration of the probability of a conjecture.” And 
after all,what is this “strong probability?” It is ana- 
ked estimate of the honorable Secretary that the re- 
ceipts from the customs will amount to nineteen 
millions. 

I see, in a certain paper sent by him to another 
part of this Capitol, that the Secretary tells us this 
overabundant, overwhelming revenue for the first 
quarter of 1841 will amount to $3,000,600. Where 
does he get the other $16,000,000, and what do you 
propose to do under such a miserable, wretched 
state of the finances as that in which the present 
Administration is about to leave the Treasury? A 
gentleman possessed of the feelings of honor and 
self-respect, if he were about leaving a building and 
delivering it up to the occupation of others, would 
be careful to have it putin the nicest order. He 
would have the locks repaired, the painting and 
whitewash renewed, all the fastenings of the house 
overhauled, and the entire premises scrubbed, 
washed, and put in a state of complete. and credi- 
table repair. But what have we here? The Ad- 
ministration who are about to surrender the public 
Departments to the possession of those whom the 
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people have chosen to be their successors, are leav- 
ing every thing topsyturvy, andin a state of the 
utmost confusion, dilapidation and decay. The 
financial effect of this bill will be to diminish the 
current expenses of the year by every pre-emption 
that shall be sold; and I here I predict that the 
greatest amount derived next year from the pub- 
lic lands will be from sales to pre-emptioners; and, 
as they have a year’s credit, the money will not 
come into the Treasury till the year following. 

But I have been drawn aside from that which 
tempted me to trouble the Senate on the present 
occasion. T intreat gentlemen to forbear, and to 
give a fixed limitation to the operation of their 
bill, and not send forth, with a census yet untold, 
and with elect members on Congress not in their 
dlaces, a measure which may operate most injari 
ously, and which, if it shall operate well, will, 
without doubt, be continued. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, said he should not now 
attemptany reply to what had been said by the 
Senator from Kentucky, on the subject of the 
-Treasury notes. He had risen to correct the Se- 
nator-in-an important matter of fact. That gentle- 
man had said that the practical operation of the 
bill would be to deprive the new States of the be- 
nefit derived from the reservation of the sixteenth 
section in every township for purposes of educa- 
lion, Mr. C. regretted that the memory of the 
honerable Senator should be so conveniently short 
in reference to the provisions of this bill. The sub- 
ject of these reserved sections had beea adverted 
to; the objection had been brought forward, and 
Mr. C. had, in consequence, offered an amendment 
declaring that, if a pre-emption was found to in- 
terfere with a sixteenth sestion, it should be re- 
moved, and thatsection leftuntouched. Did not 
every one know that, by the law which was the 
foundation of our land system, these sixteenth sec- 
tions were to be reserved? And were they not ex- 
cepted by the bili? And yet the Senator could 
rise and tell the Senate that the effect of the bill 
would be to take away the land reserved for com- 
mon schools. 

As to the clearness of the language employed by 
the Secretary of the’ Treasury on the subject of the 
revenue, Mr. C. could not perceive that it had any 
very intimate connection with the present bill. 
Nor could he perceive the necessity of going aside 
to make an attack on a distinguished individual 
now retired from public life, but who, like some 
evil genius, seemed to be ever present to the mind 
of that honorable Senator. And why? Had not 
the Senator told the Senate that afier the 4th of 
March his political ‘friends would have the posses- 
sion of power, not only in the Executive, but in 
both branches of the Legislature? And suppose the 
bill should be ever so injurious, would. they be 
afraid to repeal it?) That would be a question for 
them to consider. Butif they chose to do it, they 
would certainly have the power. The Senator had 
said that this bill was to be irrevocable, and to pre- 
vent this he argued for its limitation. Now one of 
the first lessons Mr. C. had learned in the study of 
Blackstone bad been, that one Parliament pos- 
sessed no power to control and bind a subsequeat 
‘Parliament. How then could the law be irrevoca- 
ble? Might it not be repealed as soon as that gen- 
tleman and his friends got into power. But that 
Senator eould see nothing good in the bill, and had 
in fact been at war with that section of the coun- 
try from which Mr. C. came ever since he had 
enjoyed the honor of a seat on that floor. It must 
be perfectly obvious that there was no force in the 
objection of the Senator in regard to the sixteenth 
section. That section was not ia the least danger; 
if it were Mr. C. would be the last man to vote for 
the bill. 

Mr. PORTER said that, from the looseness of 
the requirements contained in this bill, as to oecu- 
pancy and settlement, the pre-emption right would 
be open to abuses which would operate greatly to 
the injury of the class for whose benefit it pur- 
ported to be framed, and he feared, too, to the in- 
jury of the State he represented. 

This bill has been truly siated to be, in effect, 
the granting of a credit to one class of land pur- 
chasers, and although this credit, in respect to sur- 
veyed lands subject to entry, can in no case exeeed 


one year, and in some cases it may be less, yet it 
is not so as to lands unsurveyed. The occupant of 
them may assert his pre-emptive right at any time 
before they shall be proclaimed for sale. Now, 
under the provisions of this bill, what constitutes 
a settlement? Simply, the inhabiting, the building 
of a log cabin, aed the improving. No continuity 
of occupancy is required; and these evidences of an 
intention to make a setilement may be of the most 
trifling character, affording no ground for the be- 
lief that a permanent occupancy is contem- 
plated. Where the settlement is on lands subject 
to entry, I admit there is no motive to this system of 
sham location; for, in that case, the purchase mo- 
ney must, in general, be paid within a year. But, 
in respect to lands unsurveyed, and which are not 
subject to entry, the ebligation is different, and this 
difference muy be illustrated by a reference to the 
fact that, in some instances, the Indian title to 
lands has been extinguished from four to five 
years before they have been surveyed or brought 
into market. A&A credit, in the form of a pre-emp- 
tive right, might then be acquired to these langs for 
that length of time. It is not of this length of cre- 
dit to an actual settler on the public lands that I am 
disposed to complain—and were this bill so guard- 
ed in its provisions as to limitits benefits to him 
only, I should be content at once to withdraw this 
amendment, for I am willing to give him even this 
extended credit; but I fear it is not so guarded, and 
my aim is to protect him from a system of fore- 
Stalling, which, under the general and locse terms 
of “inhabiting,” “log cabin,” and “improving,” 
may be successfully practised against him by the 
mere speculator. 

By the treaty of Washington with the Ottawas 
and Chippewas, in March, 1836, the Indian title 
was extinguished to from twelve to fifteen millions 
of acres iu the two peninsulas of Michigan, 
Nearly one-half of this is yet unsurveyed, and has, 
of course, at no time, been subject to entry. Suap- 
pose the bill now before the Senate had then been 
the Jaw of the land. Under its mere log cabin 
requirements, as to settlement, hundreds of per- 
sons, having no intention whatever to be- 
come actual settlers, might at once haye se 
cured their pre-emptive rights’ there, which would 
have endured to this day. And how? Merely 
by each of them erecting on his location a mise- 
rable hovel, sleeping ene night and boiling his 
pot in it, and, to complete the mockery, by grub- 
bing away a few bushes around it and throwing 
down a handful of turnip seed, so that he might 
swear to an “improvement.” This having been 
done, and on the site, too, perhaps, of a magnifi- 
cent water-power, of incalculable value when pro- 
perly improved, the pre-emptive right, under such 
a law as this, would have been acquired. + The but 
would have been abandoned to rot in the wilder- 
ness until the land should be surveyed and brought 
into market. Meantime, the location has been 
withdiawn from the reach of the honest pre- 
emptioner—the real pioneer, whose labors in the 
making of permanent and useful improvements 
would have added value to contignous lands and 
induced their settlement and cultivation by hardy 
adventurers like himself. 

That this will be the practical operation of this 
pre-emption bill, shonid it become a law, I very 
much fear. ‘The pre-emptive right will not be re- 
stricted to that meritorious. class for whom I be- 
lieve jt to be our imperative duty to provide, unless 
some provision like this I have proposed shall be 
odopted in respect to lands not surveyed—unless 
some reasonable duration of residence is required 
as an earnest of the intention to make a settlement 
en such Jandse 

Should this amendment be rejected, however, I 
shall still vote for the bill, because of the general 
benefits it will confer on the State I in part repre- 
sent, under the hope that, should the evils I appre- 
hend be found to exist in practice, they may hereaf- 
ter be remedied. i isd ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN said his opinion in regard to 
the existing land system of the country was, that 
it was based on the soundest principles of wisdom 
and of policy. He was as much attached to that 
system, and as much disposed to adhere to it with 


unshaken fidelity, as the Senator from Kentucky | 


himself, [Mr. Cuay,] He was in favor of no new 
experiments upon it, for the experience of half a 
century had proved that no wiser or betier plan 
could be devised by human ingenuity. But, while 
these were his conscientious convictions, he was, 
nevertheless, of opinion that the Senator. from 
Kentucky was alarmed at spectres. Mr. B. had 
witnessed with admiration the gigantic efforts of 
that gentleman against pre-emption at former ges- 
sions, and yethe had never begun to fear, nor did 
he now indulge the slightest feeling of alarm 
in regard to this subject. I think (said Mr. B.) 
that the time has now arrived when the pre- 
emption principle may, with the utmost safety, 
and with perfect justice, be engrafted on our ex- 
cellent system for the management of the public do- 
main. Does the introduction of that principle vary, 
in the least degree, any material portion of that 
system? Wor at all. Does it goto reduce the 
price of the land? Wot,'at the utmost, more than 
than three or four cents an acre. What is its na- 
ture? Gentleman should take an extended view 
of the whole subject before they made up an opis 
nion ia regard to its merits. We own a vast 
wilderness of unsettled lands subject to sale, and at 
limes there have been attempts on ‘the part of 
speculators to monopolize it: fortunately, however, 
they have never yet succeeded. No fortunes’ have 
been realized in this way, so far asI have heard. 
In this state of things, is it not our daty, our in- 
terest, and our truest policy to encourage the set- 
tlement of the new States in the West by a hardy, 
industrious, and moral population? Andin what 
does this pre-emption system trench upon, or in 
the least interfere with the established land system 
of the country? Itonly allows the poor man, who 
wishes to establish himself in a permanent home, 
to buy for himselfa quarter section of land at the 
full Government price. There is the whole. of it. 
In consideration of the expediency and desirable- 
ness of filling up this new country with a hardy, 
and active, and enterprising race of settlers, we 
do—what? Give them the public land? No; but 
first receive from them for ita dollar and a quarter 
an acre, and then convey it to them in perpetuity. 
The difference in the receipts at the Treasury from 
what would be obtained for the same land at an 
auction sale has never been estimated higher by any 
person than six cents an acre; and if it amounted to 
that, and even more, in an enlarged view of the 
bearings of the entire subject, this consideration 
presents no objection in my mind. There are such 
vast qnantities of land, and such a wide and ample 
choice, that the speculator will never be obliged to 
give much more than the Government price. And 
as to all the lands taken up by pre-emption rights, 
they are, when compared to our entire domain, but 
as a drop in the ocean. Such, at least, has been our 
past experience. Heretofore, we have been very 
cautious to pass none but limited pre-emption bills, 
and we have wisely determined to put down for- 
ever the practice of granting what are called 
“floats,” which was certainly productive of many 
and great frauds. We have confined the extent of 
the pre-emption grant to a single quarter section of 
160 acres of land; and it is now proposed to make 
this right of pre-emption prospective and perpe- 
tual, The amendment of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] proposes to extend it in 
rezard to every man whose property does, not.ex- 
ceed $1,000, not merely to 160, but to 320 acres of 
land. And I now venture to predict that, when 
the long proposed distribution bill of the Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,]. shall become a law, 
(and I presume that day is not far distant, ) there 
will be incorporated into ita provision granting to 
the actual bona fide settler a pre-emption right to at 
least 160 acres. Even in his own bill of 1839, un- 
less my memory fail me, and if it does he will cor. 
rect me, there was a provision in favor of pre emp» 
tion. I repeat that, while I am in favor of the sel- 
tled land sysiem, such as it now exists, pre-emption 
has no terrors for me. 

The honorable Senator has thought proper to say 
something of the “wild, reckless, and ruinous le- 
gislation” which prevailed under the Administra- 
tion of General Jackson; and informed us that, 
during that period in our history, the sessions of 
Congress were protracted to an unusual length. I 
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was not a member of the Senate when what he re- 
ferred to. as. the longest session ever known was 
held; but, I ask, what was the cause of the protract- 
ed Jengtlrof that session? . If any one would know, 
let him Jook at the volumes~—I1. think there are not 
legs: than-six—yes, six large volumes of “panic” 
memorials—which-were then sent up and flooded 
poth Houses... And let him remember the long and 
eloquent speeches which, for the most part, accom: 
companied their presentation, intended to convince 
the: American: people that they were the most op- 
pressed; impoverished, and ruined nation that ever 
exisied,. And all for what?, Why, simply with a 
view.to ave the deposites restored to the United 
States Bank. And are we to be charged with the 
protraction of sessions. of Congress when the true 
cause is so manifest? General Jackson has now 
retired to. the Hermitage, and may perhaps live to 
haye the. judgment of posterity as it were passed 
upon him. He was an able, sagacious, and truly 
patriotic man; and I now say that those of us, if 
there be any such, who shall survive during a 
quarter of a century longer, will live to see the day 
when Jackson’s name and fame shall be cherished 
alike by persons of all political parties. During 
the late tremendous Presidential canvass, amidst 
all the thousand speeches which were made, who 
denounced him? Not one, at least in my part of 
the country; and I personally know at least one, 
and he a man formerly opposed to General Jack- 
son, who then lauded him to the very echo. Were 
that distinguished man now in power, I would not 
speak of himthe high opinion I entertain; but now, 
when; praise from me or avy one else can no longer 
be suspeeted to proceed from selfish motives, my 
heart dictates to me. to co him the fullest justice 
which. my tongue can accomplish, 


And now, as to the extravagance of the present 
Administration, have we not repeatedly called on 
gentlemen who so loudly urged the general charge, 
to specify particulars? Mr. Van Buren inherited 
thé war with the badians in Florida. He came into 
power jncnmbered with an immense debt for the re- 
moval of the Indian tribes west of the Mississippi, 
arid he entered on the Presidency just at the com- 
mencement of a great fiscal revulsion, which, af- 
feeting the business concerns of the whole country, 
dtied up the sources of revenue. He had to en- 
counter every conceivable obstacle to a- prosperous 
findnetal administration of the Government. The 
Senator’ from Kentucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] can 
very readily give us the aggregate of expenditure 
which has accrued; but that is not the question. If 
the expenditure of a large sum was rendered neces- 
sary by the state of the country, who is to blame? 
Nobody. If the gentleman can go to the records, 
which are all open to his inspection, and point out 
extravagant and illegitimate charges on the Trea- 
sury; the Administration’ must answer for if, But 
whilst-ye merely deals in the gross, without ren- 
dering any bill of particulars to prove thai the va- 
riots expenditures were wasteful and extravagant, 
big charge falls harmless to the ground. General, 
jtidefinite accusations of this: kind amount to no- 
thing. 
defensive war, the expenses attending it would no 
doubt be enormous; but would their mere magni- 
tude constitute -in itself a just charge against any 
Administration? Surely not, The charge of extra- 
vagance in the present case is advanced in the very 
face. of documents going to show that the regular 
expenditures of the Government over which the 
Executive has had any contrel, have been ina 
course of gradual dimiżntion from year to year. I 
sincerely hope that in this respect General Harrison 
may- ‘walk in the footsteps of his predecessor.” I 
make no war on General Harrison in'advanee—it 
isnot my nature. I will judge of his acts fairly; 
“and af he shall go out of office, after four years, 
with as litle just complaint, on the ground of ex- 
teavagance, as Martin Van Buren will do, E shall 
consider his administration a most fortunate one in 
this particular. - 


On ihe doctrine of pre-emption, I fiad myseif sus- 
taining the opinions of General Harrison against 
his friends here. - He gave the strongest evidence, 
by his action when in. the Senate, that he was then 
the friend of pre-emption. 


If this country were engaged in a just and 
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Mr. Benton. He professed th: same thing in 
his letters written last summer. 

Mr. Bocuanan. I do not know any thing as to 
what he may have written last summer. 

Mr. Benton. Ido. 

Mr. Bucuanan. If he adheres to his principles, 
he is in favor of pre-emption still. 

In regard to the Secretary of the Treasury, al- 
though politically his friend, I may say. that. my in- 
tercourse with him has not been very familiar. I 
shall not enter on the question of the merits of his 
style as a writer; but Ì think I can see very clear- 
ly, from what he states, how our revenue from im- 
ports during the year may amount to $19,000,000. 
The public papers state that the business of the 
country is reviving; that there have been more arri- 
vals lately than daring the same period for several 
years past; and can it be otherwise? From the in- 
debtedness of the country for some time past, it 
was out of the question to extend our importations. 
The laws of trade and the interests of individuals 
alike forbade it. We were obliged to pay up our old 
debts before we could contract new oncs. That 
time has now passed away. We are not now in 
debt, as a people, to Europe, except for the accru- 
ing interest on State bonds. Toe shackles have 
have fallen off from our foreign commerce, and i 
now floats freely. The country is exhausted of 
foreign goods, and now importations will naturally 
increase to fill up the vacuum. Commerce from 
abroad will naturally pour into our seaports, and 
the revenues o“ the year are, in my judgment, like- 
ly to reach $19,000,000 at the leas!, and I have 
paid no small degree of attention to the subject. 
I have no wish to embarrass the administra- 
tion of General Harrison by leaving on his haadsan 
empty Treasury, and I am free to say that I would 
rather we had been distinctly informed by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, at the commencement of 
the session, that we must provide $5,000,000; but 
ought our successors to complain of the issue of 
Treasury notes to this amount? They have now 
all the benefit of this argument against us, and they 
will have the advantage of the money also. We 
shall make provision for giving to General Harri- 
son’a administration a peaceful and prosperous 
commencement; and I think the Senator, when his 
friends enter into power, will find that we have 
swept out the house, and left it in a comfortable 
condition for his reception. And, so far from clear- 
ing out the Treasury, we shall give our successors 
$5,000,000 to commence housekeeping upon, 

I conclude by repeating that I am in favor of 
this pre-emption bill, and equally in favor of the 
old and long-tried land system, and that I have yet 
seen no new project which will induce me to de- 
part from it. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he should be much 
obliged to the distinguished Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania if he would furnish the Senate with some of 
those strong reasons which went to “illustrate the 
probability of a conjecture” that there would be 
$19,000,000 of revenue received at the Treasury 
during the present year. The honorable Senator, 
said Mr. C. hes referred to the papers of the day as 
declaring that a considerable revival of business 
has already taken place. So there has, thank God, 
since the result of the last election bas been known. 
But I greatly doubt whether the revenue will at 
once start up from $13,000,000 to $19,000,000 
within a single year. Itis too great a leap, consi- 
dering the condition in which the Treasury was 
left us; and, before Į can believe it, I must have 
some specification of the grounds en which to build 
such a belief. 

The honorable Senator spoke of Gen. Jackson, 
and made that an cecasion for pronouncing a eu- 
logy upon his friend. Now, I said not a word 
concerning Gen. Jackson personally, but directed 
what I had to say to his Administration. The Se- 
nator, however, has said, and the declaration is to 
his honor, that the eulogy he pronounced .was 
prompted by his heart. That the late Minister to 


` the Court of the Emperor of ail the Russias should 


feel. some emotions of gratitude towards his distin- 
guished patron, was to be expected, and the Sena- 
tor would certainly be to blame if it were not so. 
I certainly shall be the last to find fault with him 
for giving expression to that gratitude. 


Senate. 


It seems, however, according to the honorable 
Senator, that poor Mr. Van Buren came into power 
under very disadvantageous circumstances. It 
may be so; and, what is still more unfortunate, 
these disadvantageous circumstances have been ag- 
gravaied during every year since by an excess of 
$8,000,000 a- -year in our expenditures over the re- 
ceipts at the Treasury. But this was only the poor 
gentleman’s misfortune. The honorable Senator 
tells us not to confine ourselves to general charges, 
but to go into the items of the account. That: we 
will do when we get the papers. We have called 
on the Secretary of the ‘Lreasury and on the head 
of the Post Office Depattment in vain; there is in 
their possession a great class of papers which are 
not to be seen, but such as the most profligate Ad- 
ministration ever known in England could never 
have dared to withhold from the investigation of 
Parliament. Give us the papers, and we. will pre- 
sent him with items enough, and will show to him 
and to all the world the immense and extravagant 
expenditures of the Administration now going out 
of power. But the common sense of the people is 
guided by no such induction of particulars. They 
cannot go into all the minute items of a long 
account. They will look at the fooling of the 
pill; they. will compare the present with the 
past, and promises with performance. But 
if- the honorable Senator challenges. us to 
items, I could occupy days together in showing 
more than, perhaps, he would like to see. It is 
true that Mr. Van Baren was very unfortunate; 
he was a sort of codicil to a previous Administra- 
tion, and, though most willing to “foliow in the 
footsleps of his illustrious predecessor,” has some- 
times mistaken th2 path, and has been unable to 
regain it. Why, my God! can the Senator be seri- 
ous in asking Gen Harrison to follow in the foo‘- 
steps of Martin Van Buren? If he should, 
one event would follow which the gentle- 
man, perhaps, would be delighted to see—the foot- 
steps would Jead him to just such another result as 
we ate now witnessing. But, for myself, I hope for 
Gen. Harrison better things. I trust he will avoid 
those devious and downward -paths in which his 
predecessors have walked. I hope he will blaze 
for himself a new way in the forest. [ hope he 
will put an end to those multiplied abuses which 
have prostrated the institutions of the country and 
brought the country itself down to its present low, 
weak, degraded, and miserable condition. I trust 
he will better fulfil his promises and pledges as to 
a wise and prosperous administration of our pablic 
affairs. 

The Senator tells us that he isa great friend to 
our old and well-tried land system; that he will not 
disturb į; but is it no alteration of that system to 
sustain a bill which goes to supersede sume of its 
most important provisions? He tells us that Gen. 
Harrison is a pre-emptioner, and that he is advo- 
ting the doctrines of Gen. Harrison against his 
friends here. But where, I ask, is the evidence of 
his friendship for our land system and his anwil- 
lingness to disturb it, when he opposes such a just 
and reasonable restriction as is now proposed, and 
leaves the bill almost boundless in its application 
and interminable in point of time? 

The Senator over the way, (Mr. Cray of Ala- 
bama,) thought no part of my objections worthy of 
the least notice but that in reference to the loss. of 
the sixteenth section reserved in every township 
for the purposes of education. He says my fears 
on that subject are groundless, and my representa- 
tions deceptive, because the sixteenth section is al- 
ready reserved by a provision in the bill, Thatis 
matter of construction. It is not reserved by the 
words of the bill. Suppose a man should settle on 
the sixteenth section, (and how are you going to 
prevent hire?) When itis found that that is a 
good section, and has been settled on, you will be 
immediately applied to to change the school section 
in that township for another. Have we seen no- 
thing like this in times past? 

But the Senator said that I bad. always warred 
against the new States, and against the people of 
his State in particular. I deny it; I repudiate the 
charge. It is his interpretation of my course;: but 
I plead to his jurisdiction, and I deny the truth of 
his accusation. No, sir; it ig the Senator himself 
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miserable pine barrens. 
barter away the inheritance of his own Alabama, 
in all the rich and abundant regions northwest of 
the Ohio. No, sir, no; I have been the true friend 
of the new States, as, I hope, of ail the States. 
In offering a just and and liberal distribution 
among them all, of the proceeds of the the public do- 
main, and in consideration of the peculiar situa- 
tion of the newer States, I have proposed to add 
twelve and a half per cent. to their shares in this 
distribation. Is this the part of an enemy? If the 
Senator chose to say that, in his opinion, | was 
warring against the interests of his State, it would 
have been another thing; but I deny his right here, 
or that of any other Senator, to pronounce, as ex 
cathedra, that Tam the enemy of the new States, 
and am warring against them. The fact is directly 
the reverse.. I have been consulting their truest in- 
terests by urging a just, liberal, gencrous system of 
policy, which would at once advance the interests 
and secure the ultimate prosperity of every Stzte 
in the Union. I regret that the Senator should 
have taken. occasion to make this remark. It 
was unnecessary; it was uncalled for, If the Se- 
nator differs from mein opinion, let him differ 
like a man, in an open, fair, dignified, and courte- 
ous manner. Because he opposes my course in re- 
ference to the public lands, does it therefore follow 
that I am hostile to the new States? I trust not; 
and I hope, in future, that the honorable gentleman 
will manifest a little more of toleration and of cour- 
tesy in his speeches here. The Senator chose to 
use the word “irrevocable,” as applied by me to 
the provision, of this bill. I never used the word. 
I said the bill was interminable in point of time; 
and in its present form it isinterminable, until the 
requisite authority shall interpose to repeal it. 

From a view of the whole subject, I am opposed 
to the bill, as impairing the amount of revenue to 
come into the Treasury during the present year, 
thereby augmenting a deficit for which provision 
ought long since to have been made, and as 
fraught with evils passing all imagination, from 
the disputes and contests for title among that flood 
of settlers which is invited from all the quarters of 
the known world to rash in a mass upon our pub- 
lic domain. Ihave made, and shall continue to 
make opposition, as heretofore, with this difference, 
that, whereas formerly I opposed pre-empticn bills, 
though only retrospective in their operation, and 
confined to a particular district, I oppose this the 
more as being prospective, interminable, and 
reaching to the entire extent of the public do-nain. 
And, most marvellous of all, itis yet said that all 
this invelves no interference whatever with our ad- 
mirable, our venerable, and long-tried land system, 
which has been so justly lauded on the present 
occasion. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said it was not his purpose 
to interfere in the dispute between the two Sena- 
tors of the same name, though on opposite sides of 
the Senate and of the question. He should leave 
them to fight their own battle. I gave my reasons 
(said Mr. B.) for believing that the revenue during 
the present year will be much greater than that of 
the past, and is likely to reach $19,000,000. 

Mr. Cray. (Interposing.) Will the Senator be 
so good as to tell us, if the matter stands as he has 
just represented, how it happens that the Secretary of 
the Treasury has estimated the first quarter of the 
present year at no more than $3,000,000? i 

Mr. Bucuanan said he shouid before he took his 
seat. . The Senator from Kentucky has expressed 
an opinion contrary to mine. Mine is based on 
some facts, atleast. His, so far as appears, 18 
founded upon none. 

Mr: Cray. None except the product of the last 
year. 

Mr. Bocranan. Yes; but Ihave shown a dis- 
tinction between our circumstances during the Jast 
year and the present. The Senator speaks of the 
revenue of the first quarter. Why, sir; we have 
entered but twenty days in that quarter, and what 
estimate can as yet be formed as to thai? 

Mr. Cay. Tbe Secretary bas made one. 


: yable extravagance. 
tunity to investigate them is always present. Every 


Mr. Bucwanan. The receipts of this quarter 
will maialy depend on last falls importations, not 
on these of the present year. You cannot, as yel, 
estimate, with any degree of accuracy, what the re- 
sults will be for this year. There have been great 
and unusual storms on the ocean, and great de- 
struction of property; but so many arrivals have 
already taken place, as to justify the expectation 
that the amount of duties at the custom- 
house will be largely increased. Every body 
can see that the receipts for the first quar- 
ter must, of course, fall short, becanse they de- 
pend chiefly on the importations of last year, and 
there has not been time, as yet, ta show whether 
the Senator’s estimate for the whole year cr my 
own may prove to be correct. I calculate that there 
will be $19,000,000 of revenue, because the impor- 
tation will probably be large, and no reduction of 
the tariff willoccur under the existing laws till the 
last day of next December. But vast importations, 
though they augment the revenue, furnish in them- 
selves no evidence of national prosperity. On that 
subject, our history rans in one eternal eyele. One 
year, we import too much, and have more gonds 
than we ean pay for. We become alarmed at this, 
and the next year import too little; and hence the 
histcry of our foreign commerce isa history of ex- 
pansion and contraction, and of perpetually recur- 
ring revulsions: 

The next thing I shall refer to in the remarks 
which fell from the honorable Senator, was, that 
his good taste and his good nature did not induce 
him to forbear from some remarks upon my poor 
mission to Rus>ia. 

[Mr. Cray, (speaking across.) You filled it so 
well that ycu ought not to complain cf me on that 
account J 

That, to be sure, is a sugar-plam, which in some 
measure corrects the acidity of what went before. 
It comes in very timely, and prevents some: re- 
marks in which I might ctherwise have indulged. 
I can, with great trath, say that mission was whol- 
ly unsolicited by me, and that it was as unexpected 
as any event, the most improbable, could have 


been, nor was it desired by me. 


[Mr. Cray (across.) No bad thing though—not 
a thing for aman to turn up his nose atj 

It was not refused, itis true—but only for the 
reason that it was pressed with so much earnest- 
ness by the distinguished man. then at the head of 
the Government. {accordingly yielded and went 
abroad; and I can say, fer the benefit of any gen- 
teman (if such there be) who may be jooking for- 
ward toa foreign mission as some great thing, that 
he will most assuredly be disappointed, unless, in- 
deed, he happens to be a millionaire. 

Iam glad, on one account, however, that I ac- 
cepted the mission. The precedent may do some 
good to my friends on this side of the House. It 
requires no prophet, to predict, that in appointing 
members of Congress to office, General Harrison 
will at least follow in the footsteps of “his illus- 
trious predecessor,” and may probably leave him 
far behind. It would be hard indeed to deprive 
him of the serviecs of so many distinguished Se- 
nators and Representatives, and equally hard to 
deprive them of the pleasure of serving him, by 
acting upon a politcal principle which would ex- 
clude them from office. Iam bappy. to believe that 
there is no danger of any such unpleasant result. 
If I read the signs of the times aright, whatever 
objections may have existed against General Jack- 
son oa this score, they will at least be equally well 
founded against his illustrious successor; and if any 
of his friends here should kappen to be looking 
oat for “toaves and fishes,” all I can say is, that 
I wish them God speed. I might add, if it did not 


| weaken the force of the presedent, that the mis- 


sion was not offered to me, ustil after I had re- 
tired from Congress, and become a private citizen. 

The honorable Senator says that the time has 
not yet come to investigate the extravagance of 
the Yan Buren administration. Well, I hepe 
it may come, and I now venture to say that those 
who attack it will not be able io show, in the whole 
course of that Administration, any items of censu- 
If any such exist, the oppor- 


particular of expenditure, down to the last cent, is 


E 


the prayer of 


open before you. What act of. Congress has Mr. 
Van Buren violated? In what has he departed 
from those economical. principles we all profess, 
and which I hope we shall all practice? I know 
of none. We have called on gentlemen to specify 
particulars, but the Senator from Kentucky js 
that he goes only for aggregates. He looks only 
the footing of the bill. Can he defend sucha 
course? With allbis ability and eloquence, can 
he show that this is a fair mode of judging? . The 
question depends not on the gross amount of ex- 
penditure, but whether the expenditures have been 
kept within the proper limits; whether they have 
been wisely directed. If a man buys what is very 
valuable, he must pay proportionally, and no mo- 
ney has been expended by this administration 
which was not sanctioned by Congress, 

On the subject cf pre-emption, I think I am per- 
fectiy safe, for, although Iam menaced by the gi- 
antarm of the Senator from Kentucky, yet Lam 
shielded by that of General Harrison, the distin- 
guished “military chieftain” who is soon to take 
the head of the Government. We have heard that 
he goes the whole for the pre-empuion principle. 
Would it, then, not be well for the Senator from 
Kentucky to reconsider his opposition?) Let hita 
not attack the bill as hostile to the great principles 
of our land system, because it does not trench upon 
them atall. Jt does not reduce the price of the 
land. It proposes to keep that upat@l 25 per 
acre.’ Its whole:effect is to give to: the industrious 
and honest settler an opportunity to buy-for him- 
self a home, provided he contents. himself with a 
quarter seciion of land—a small inroad indeed on 
the existing land system—a system to which Tam 
quite as much devoted as the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. ; 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he should not pro- 


tract the debate, but would occupy as little time as 


possible, for he soughi to hasten the engrossment of 
the bill. He was, however, called up by the re- 
marks of the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray. ] 
He had been unfortunate enough to excite that Se- 
nator’s ire, because he had controverted the two 
alleged facts on which the Senator relied a8 ob- 
jections drawn from the bill, The one was, that 
the bill destroyed and utterly ‘ook away the six- 
teenth or school section in every township; in çon- 
tradiction to which, Mr. C. had referred to the law 
of the country which reserved the sixteenth sec- 
tion beyond the reach of danger. As to the term 
hich the Senator had applied to the bill, Mr.C. had 
quoted itas “irrevocable;” it was probably ‘“inter- 
minable;” but Mr, C. considered the two words ‚a3 
much the game. He should like to know the prac- 
tical difference between them. If the bill was ‘‘in- 
terminable,” did not that deny the power of Con- 
gress to repeal it just as much as if it was “‘irrevo~ 
cable?” Mr. C. said he was disposed to treat the 
Senator from Kentacky with courtesy, but when a 
measure, in introducing which Mr. C. bad taken an 
active part, was assailed in an un warrantable man- 
ner, he feit bound to defend it. The Senator com- 
plained ol Mr. C. for charging him with warring 
against the new States. He bad made sach a 
charge, and he thought himself warranted by facts 
to do so. The Senator, however, plead to his ju: 
risdiction; and yet, in the very next breath, under- 
tock to defend himself against the charge. Mr. © 
did not claim to be the Senator’s judge; he was not 
the judge, nor did he claim jurisdiction over him; 
he was the complainant, the Senator was the party 
to be tried; the true jadge in the case was the coun- 
try, and to its decision Mr. C. would leave him. 
The Senator might attempt to constitute: himself ‘a 
jadge in this as in many other matters, but Mr. C. 
should appeal to the people of the United States, 
and the -memorials. of their. Legislatures. What 
did they say? ."Phey shad applied to Congress to 
have the lands of inferior quality placed upon ‘their 
proper basis; they had remonstrated against and 
censured the pelicy which that Senator advocated. 
They had passed upon the question; they had re- 
peated their remonsirances and memorials for these 
fifteen years past, which fally confirmed Mr. ©. in 
the opinion he had expressed. Had not the Sena- 
ior advocated principles directly in contradiction’ to 
these memorials? Had he’ not op- 
posed the reduction of the price even of the swamp 
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lands of Mississippi? The people even of the old 
States could See into the justice of this. Mr. C. 
would be willing to appeal to them; he was ready 
to make them his judges. But the appeal came too 
‘late; jadgment had been already pronounced upon 
the Senator—not by Mr. C. but by his constite- 
ents, as well as by all the Senators representing the 
new States. 

_ The Senator had talked about. the effect of this 
“bill. in reducing the public revenue, which he repre- 
sented as most ruinous; but did the honorable Sena- 
tor forget that he had himself voted to distribute 
the éntire revenue among the States? Would that 
have no effect in impoverishing the Treasury? Mr. 
C; denied the Senator’s position in all its bearings. 
Bat it was most manifest that the Senator’s own 
scheme of distribution was open to the very objec- 
tion he urged against this bill in a still greater de- 
gree. The Senater seemed to have forgotten the 
policy he had himself been advocating and urging 
on the country for the last eight or nine years. Mr. 
C. it seemed, was already judged by the Senator for 
traly representing the interests and sentiments of his 
constituents. He was not willing, however, that 
the Senator from Kentucky should be his judge on 
that subject: he was not responsible to him. The 
Senator had imputed to Mr. C. the warring against 
the interests of his own State, when, in fact, he was 
but obeying her voice. 

As to General Harrison, did the Senator doubt 
that he was pledged, both by his votes in the Senate 
and by his letters since, in favor of pre-emption and 
graduation? Did the Senator doubt this? At one 
time, in. 1838, the Senator had a very distinct im- 
pression on that subject.. When injurious epithets 
had been used by the Senator against the pioneers 
of the wilderness, the friends of General Harrison 
had deemed it necessary that they should speak for 
him as.to his views on that subject; and the editor 
of the Commercial Bulletin, a paper published in 
Missouri, adverted to a letter of General Elarrison, 
which was very laconic and to the point, stating 
that he. was in favor of pre-emption, and had al- 
ways been so. When Mr. C. read the letter he was 
gratified; and he presumed that he need not assure 
either the Senate or the gentleman from Ken- 
tueky that this avowal, together with his former 
votes in favor of graduation and pre-emption, went 
very far toward obtaining for General Harrison the 
amount of votes he had received. It had been 
very truly said by the honorable gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Bucuanan] that the professed 
friends-of General Harrison here were at variance 
with the votes and opinions of General H. himself; 
and yet they complained of Mr. C. and his friends, 
who were engaged in an effort to establish, in ad- 
vance, the very principle which the coming Presi- 
dent avowed. Mr. C. could not sce any plausible 
objection to the measure; it merely allowed honest 
settlers to take up a small quantity of land, in pre- 
erence to speculators and rich monopolists, who 
would otherwise get possession of the lands and 
hold them up from. sale. 


Mr. CLAY ot: Kentucky said he would add but 
two or three words in reply. Nothing was further 
(said Mr. C.) from my purpose, in what I said 
when last np, than to intimate that the worthy Se- 
nator from Pennsylvania, my chairman in the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Relations, did any thing impro- 
per in accepting the offer of his late mission to Rus- 
sia; far, very far from it, I. know what was his 
standing with his party, which no doubt indnced 
the, offer of such an appointment; nor do I doubt 
that, in accepting it, he yielded to the earnest and 
pressing solicitations of his worthy chief, a former 
President of the United States. I said that the mo- 
tive which led to the eulogy pronounced by him on 
General Jackson was a sense of gratitude, and this 
feeling must doubtless have.been greatly increased 
by the circumstances to which he referred. Be- 
sides, & foreign mission, and that a mission to Rus- 
sie, ismot.a thing to be sneered at. No doubt the 
worthy Senator, in fulfilling bis distinguished ap- 
pointment, may have.suffered much in his family 
affairs, and his separation from those to whom he 
may be.bound in-tender ties; and it he went, it was 
merely to oblige his friend and patron, who urged 
the appointment upon him. 


A word to the Senator from Alabama. He says 
that I have been coudemied in my views of policy 
by all the nine new landed States. Ah! the Sena- 
tor no doubt is very correct! What says Ohio? 
She has been anxious for the policy I advocate for 
thete eight years past. The Governor, in his mes- 
sage to the State Legislature, sanctions and recom- 
mends it. What says Indiana? Her Legislature 
is in favor of my distribution policy by a majority 
of sixty votes; and Missouri is not much behind 
her. And I now predict that, when that measure 
shall be presented to this body, there will be scarce 
a Senator from the new States but will be in 
favor of it, recommended as it is by all just and 
generous principles and considerations which ad- 
dress themselves to the mind of a patriot and a 
statesman. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama explained. He had re- 
ferred to the opinions expressed by the new States 
during the fifteen years last past. He might have 
been mistaken as to Ohio fora few years. In the 
existing state of things there, placed, as she was,fin 
the hands of a party openly opposed to gradua- 
tion, the friends of the present bill could entertain 
no hope. 

The question was now put on Mr. Hontina- 
TON’s amendment, restricting the operation of the 
bill to two years, and decided by yeas and nays as 
follows: Yeas 22, nays 22. 

The President of the Senate voting in the nega- 
tive, the amendment was rejected. 


SPEECH OF MR. FULTON. 
OF ARKANSAS. 
In Sevate, Monday February 1, 1841; 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on: the public 
lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log cabin thereon,was taken up, thé question 
being on the motion of Mr. CrirrenpEnito recom- 
mit the bill, with instructions to report aill for the 
distribution of the proceeds of the sales 6f the pub- 
lic lands among the States, which Mr. Youne had 
proposed to amend by a motion to substitute for it 
the bill of Mr. Caunoun, proposing to cede the 
lands to the States within which they lie, upon cer- 
tain conditions. 

Mr. FULTON said he felt it to be his duty to 
say a few words on the proposition just submitted 
by the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Youna] to cede 
the public lands to the States wi hin which they lie. 
This proposition had been, as he thought, very un- 
justly rejected some time since, by a large majority 
of the Senate, when it was offered as an amend- 
ment by the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Carnoux] to the proposition to distribute the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands. That Sena- 
tor had nobly surrendered his prejudices upon the 
altar of his country, and came to the rescue of the 
younger members of this Union. He proposed to 
relieve them from the odious condition of thraldom 
and vassalage, in which they have been hitherto 
held by the strong arm of power of this Federal 
Government. He had looked with the eye of a 
statesman upon the evils which have resulted from 
the present system, not only to the new States, but 
to this Government also; and which are increasing 
to such an alarming extent, as even to threaten the 
welfare and harmony of the Union itself. He 
therefore boldly came forward with a proposition, 
calculated to secure the righ's of both the Federal 
Government and the new States, and which, at no 
distant day, will be regarded by all the older States 
as the very best measure for securing their best in- 
terests that was ever submitted io the consideration 
of Congress. And yet, for this great act, one of 
the greatest of his life, the Senator from South Ca- 
rolina had been condemned by a majority of the 
Senators from the old States. 

Nothing, sir, bat the dependent condition of the 
new States could have driven them to consent to the 
terms upon which it is now proposed to cede to them 
the lands within their limits. The Legislature of his 
State had instructed her Senators to support the mea- 
sure now under consideration and he was, therefore, 
doubly bourid to advocate this amendment, al- 
though he did not believe that the proposition was 
as liberal to the new States as he thonght it ought 
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tobe. As the subject was, in so many aspects, of 
the first importance to the country and to the States, 
he hoped he should be indulged with the patience 
of the Senate, while hesubmitted his views in re- 
lation to it. He could not boast of coming to the 
consideration of this subject with impartial feelings. 
He acknowledged that he felt, deeply felt, the op- 
pressiveness of the bonds into which his State had 
been forced to enter when she was fadmitted into 
Union. He feared, therefore, that it would not be 
in his power to convince the Senate of the correct- 
ness of the remarkshe intended to submit. His 
own convictions of the correctness of the conclu- 
sions at which he had arrived, were such, how- 
ever, aS induced him to indulge the hope that he 
could demonstate that great injustice had been done 
to the new States, and that instead of being con- 
demned as untrustworthy and faithless, he hoped 
to be able to prove, that they had been true to 
their contracts beyond what even justice to them- 
selves demanded of them. 

The Constitution of the United States never in- 
tended that the new States, for whose admission 
into the Union it provides, should come into the 
Union as mere dependencies; and yet, such is the 
true situation, at this time, of the new States who 
have been admitted into the Union. The new 
States are completely at the mercy of the Federal 
Government. By refusing to sell the public lands, 
or raising the price so high as to prevent its sale, it 
is in the power of Congress so to limit the revenue 
of the new States asto deprive them of the means 
of supporting their Governments; or otherwise 
making it so burdensome upon the inhabitants as 
to deter all emigrants from settling within their 
limits. According to the compacts made with the 
new States upon their admission, the Jands of the 
Federal Government cannot be taxed by the new 
States. This is a complete denial of sovoreignty, 
and gives to this Government the entire mastery 
over the new States. That this power over them 
has not been so exercised as to be intolerable, is 
not because the power does not exist in this Go- 
vernment under these compacts, but because Con- 
gress has chosen not so to exercise it as to have 
palpably demonstrated its incompatibility with the 
spirit and intention of the Federal Constitution. 
This Union was originally formed of free, sove- 
reign and independent States. They were each 
acknowledged by Great Britain to be free, sove- 
reign and independent; and, by virtue of that ac- 
knowledgment, became possessed of all the pow- 
ers and rights of distinct Governments, and of ti- 
tle to the soil within their limits, the same as Great 
Britain had possessed previous to that acknow- 
ledgment, They were thus created sovereign and 
independent States. Assuch States, they entered 
into the Federal Union, and formed their Federal 
Constitution. That Constitution gives to Congress 
the power to admit new States into this Union. 
Whenever Congress exercises that power, she re- 
cognises the State so admitted as a free, sovereign, 
and independent State, precisely as did Great Bri- 
tain when she acknowledged the independence of 
her colonies. The Territories of the United States 
are to the Federal Government what the colonies 
were lo Great Britain. They are dependencies, for 
whom Congress has the power granted toit to make 
all needful rales and regulations. Congress has 
the power to dispose of the soil, and to organize 
them into Governments, so long as they remain as 
the territory of the United States. But, the mo- 
ment they are acknowledged to be independent 
States, Congress must necessarily part with all 
power and authorily over them, excepting such as 
the old States granted to Congress over themselves 
when they entered into the Union. They 
have no longer any United States territory with- 
in their limits, and Congress, therefore, has 
no longer any right to dispose of any such 
Territory. “New States may be admitted by the 
Congress into this Union.” This is the language 
of the Constitution. What kind of States are 
here contemplated to be admitted? Why, sir, they 
must be co-equalsin all respects with those already 
in the Union. They must be States, as the old 
States were, that is, States acknowledging no supe- 
rior, owing no allegiance, possessed of every attri- 
bute of sovereignty, andentitied to all the rights, 
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title, and jurisdiction over the territory within their 
limits, as appertain to every independent Govern- 
menton earth. This was what the Constitution 
contemplated, when the power to admit new States 
was given to Congress. The Northwest territory 
was the territory provided for. It was to be dis- 
posed of by Congress for the support of the Go- 
yernment. It was to be sold to citizens, who were 
to organize themselves under its autnority into de- 
pendent Governments. As was the practice in the 
beginning, it was contemplated that millions of 
acres would be disposed of to companies, and that 
in this way, the great body of the soil would be 
disposed of, before the Territory would be ready 
to become a State. To obtain a fair considera- 
tion for the remainder, whenever the Territory be- 
came strong enough to claim her right to indepen- 
dence, and her right to admission into the Union, 
as the co-equal of the States, the Congress should 
have in every instance disposed of such remainder 
of ‘the territorial domain to the State about to be 
admitted, upon suck equitable and reasonable terms 
as'such State could have in good faith complied 
with. The framers of the Constitution never con- 
templated that this Government would become a 
landjobber or speculator. It was to be sold fora 
moderate sum to communities who could settle it. 
The great object was to add strength to the nation, 
by adding young, vigorous, and flourishing States 
to the Union. That these States were to have the 
right to exercise exclusive legislation over the soil 
within their limits, is proved by that provision of 
the Constitution, which grants to Congress “‘ex- 
clusive legislation over this District, and over such 
places within the limits of the States, as are ne- 
cessary for the erection of forts, magazines, arse- 
nals, dock yards, and other needful buildings.” 
The same soil cannot be subject to the legislation 
of two separate and distinct sovereignties. There. 
fore the Constitution found it necessary to obtain 
from the States the right of jurisdiction over so 
much of the soil within their limits, as was 
necessary for the occupancy of the military of 
the United States, and for the use of the Federal 
Government. Without this provision in the Con- 
stitution, Congress could not constitutionally exer- 
cise legislation over a foot of land within the limits 
of any State of this Union. The Constitution fur- 
ther says that “Congress shall have power to dis- 
pose of, and make all needful rules and regulations 
respecting the territory and other property belonging 
to the United States.” Respecting the territory be- 
longing to the United States! The moment, then, 
that a territory becomes a free and independent 
State, the right of the United States to dispose of, 
and make all needful rules and regulations respeci- 
ing such territory so belonging to the United States, 
must necessarily cease and determine. That see- 
tion clearly applies to a territory belonging to the 
United States. The moment, therefore, ihat such a 
territory become a State, it no longer belongs to the 
United States, and the right to dispose of it, and to 
legislate over it, must necessarily be surrendered. 
It must, therefore, be admitted, that the legislation 
of Congress over the soil within the limits of either 
of the States of this Union, is a violation of the 
Constitution, if the views submitted are correct. 

It becomes the duty of Congress to look seriously 
intothis matter, and to see if they were notevery day 
of their lives violating the Constitution, when they 
were constantly passing laws in relation to the soil 
within the limits of sovereign and independent 
States. If these views are correct, it would seem 
to be the bounden duty of Congress immediately to 
dispose of, to the new States, all the public lands 
within the limits of each, and to settle forever this 
odious and cruel conflict, so injurious to the new 
States, and so unworthy of such a Government as 
that of the United Siates. To be a sovereign State, 
and nota dependency, the State must possess ex- 
clusive jurisdiction over the soil within her timits; 
she must have power to tax the soil for the support 
of her government, or she is dependent. But the 
States,as they became'strong enough to ask admission 
into the Union, were forced to surrender this indis- 
pensable attribuie of sovereignty. They have bound 
themselves not to interfere with the sale by Con- 
gress of the public lands within their limits, nor to 
tax them, so long as they remain unsold; and, in. 
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some of the States, not for five years after they are 
sold. These terms are directly contrary to the 
spirit and intention of the Federai Constitution; 
they are oppressive and unjust; they have materi- 
ally retarded the growth of ‘the new States; but some 
of them have grown astonishingly, notwithstanding 
they have had to contend with stich great and 
almost insurmountable obstacles; and yet, the new 
States have complied in good faith with these op- 
pressive compacts, which they were forced to sub- 
mit to, or else be compelled to remain in a state of 


‘colonial dependency for an indefinite number of 


years. The new States have strictly complied 
with tbeir contracts, notwithstanding the odious 
condition in whieh it places them. They permit 
their own citizens to become officers of this Go- 
vernment, who sell the public lands without mo- 
lestation or difficulty—they receive your money, 
and pay it into the National Treasury. Their citi- 
zens are constantly driven to apply to Congress to 
pass laws for their relicf; and, they and their re- 
presentatives are placed in the humble attitude of 
suppliants for your jastice and liberality at each 
succeeding session of Congress. Is it not mockery 
to call the new States independent, so long as they 
are held in such astate of vassalage? But, it is 
now proposed to place them at the mercy of some 
twenty masters. Make it the interest of the old 
States to raise the price of the public lands, and 
you stop at once all liberal action on the part of 
Congress towards the settlers in the new States. 
You ereate a desire on the part of the States to get 
all the money they can out of the citizens of the 
new States—you whet their appetites for gold, pro- 
cured from others without labor orexertion. This 
appetite for gold will increase with every contribu- 
tion, and at last, it wiil not be satisfied but with 
the life’s blood of the citizens of the new States. 
He regarded the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands as a violation of the compacts into 
which the new States have been forced to enter; and 
he anticipated that the new States, in justice to 
themselves, would be compelled to claim the right 
to all the soil within their Jimits, (which such 
violation of the compact would make necessary 
for their preservation) if this distribution measure 
is ever adopted; and which their recognition by the 
United States as sovereign States would have given 
them, had they not been forced to enter into such 
compacts. 

The effect of such a measure, upon the State he 
had the honor in part to represent, would be terri- 
ble indeed. Her people would be drained of every 
dollar, to go into the treasuries of other Stales—no 
sir, to go into the pockets of foreign bankers, who 
would realize it, as clear profits, from the enhance- 
ment of the value of State stocks, which must in- 
evitably result from the passing of suchalaw: or, 
perhaps, her citizens would be driven off, to get rid 
of the oppressions and burdeas which they would 
not be able to bear. Arkansas was organized as a 
Territory before any of her lands were sold. Sup- 
pose Congress had refused to dispose of any of the 
lands at a fair price, and her citizens had remained 
in that situation until she was admitted into 
the Union as a State. Suppose then, that specula- 
tors had come into the State, and had pur- 
chased the homes of all her citizens, and had at- 
tempted to drive them, with their wives and càil- 
dren, from their dwellings—could they have suc- 
ceeded in such an attempt? Would not the State 
have protected her citizens? Could this Govern- 
ment have enforced such an attempt at disposses- 
sion? If the State of Arkansas could thus be pre- 
vented from taxing her lands for her support—if 
she could not protect her citizens against such ca- 
Jamaities, would she be a sovereign State? Would 
she be placed upon an equal footing with the other 
States of this Union? Would it not be idle to call 
ner independent? If you distribute the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands among ihe States, the 
only effect it will have will be to raise the value of 
State bonds. You will deprive this Government of 
five millions annually of revenue; and you force 
her to lay that amountof duties upon our imporia- 
tions of articles which the people are compelled to 
purchase, and for which they will have to pay five 
millions of dollars more than they now pay, to 


make up for the deficiency; and the result of. the 


whole operation will be, not to give relief any, 
where, but to enable the present holders of State 
stocks to realize at least five millions of dollars of 
profits per annum upon their investments. Sup- 
pose that Congress, under the power to dispose: of 
the territory, should attempt to give the lands them- 
selves, in the new States, instead of the proceeds of 
the sales of those lands, to the old States, (and this 
would be a much nearer compliance with the un- 
limited power claimed for Congress, under the’ 
word “dispose,” than that which is contended for,) 
would the new States submit to such a donation of 
the soil within their limits? If the lands in Arkan- 
sas were given to any State in this Union, ‘such 
State or States would never be able to exercise any 
right of ownership over the lands so granted. She 
would resist the claim of such masters, and she 
would be driven to exercise the rights of a sove- 
reign State ever all the uoappropriated lands with- 
in her limits. ee N 

'To settle forever all these difficulties, and to ree 
move all grounds of conflict, between those States, 
who ought to be, in all respects, equal; to place it 
in the power of the new States to derive a fir 
revenue from the soil over which they ought to be 
able to exercise complete jurisdiction; to place it m 
the power of their citizens to add to the wealth of 
their States, by their labor and enterprise, instead 
of thereby adding, as they now do, to the wealth of 
the United States, by enhancing the value of the 
public lands; to restore harmony and tranquillity 
to the Union, lessen the expenses’ and legislation of 
Congress, and forever to remove a great engine ca- 
pable of influencing most dangerously almost all 
our elections, the amendment now under considera- 
tion proposes to cede to the new States, upon terms 
the most equitable for this Government, all the lands 
within the limits of each State. The amendment 
provides that the States shall pay over to the United 
States 65 per cent. of the proceeds.of the sales of 
the public lands. This is nearly equal to what is 
realized by this Government by the existing sys~ 
tem. It costs this Government 22 per cent. of the 
proceeds of the sales to carry.on the present sys- 
tem. To this add the five per cent. granted to the 
new States for internal improvements, and the va- 
rious expenses which cannot be enumerated, and 
we have nearly 35 per cent. the amount proposed 
to be allowed to the new States for expenses and 
all other responsibilties. Jt was said by the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] that the expenses to 
the States for selling the public lands would not ex- 
ceed two per cent. It is impossible to say what 
those expenses would be. But that is not the ques- 
tion, The calculation ought to be founded upon 
the cost of the system to the United States. Ought 
not this Government to be willing to give up to 
the States the amount which the present system 
costs, in order to obiain a fair settlement of 
this vexatious question? But it is contended 
that the new States could not be relied upon 
lo pay over faithfully to the United States the 65 
per cent. which they had coniracted to pay. It is 
said that the new States woald be unfaithful, and 
could not be relied upon. This is said, too, by Se- 
nators who have always complained at the slightest 
imputation on State credit. But to prove the in- 
justice of the assertion, just look at the conduct of 
ihe new States under the present system. They 
have surrendered rights to which they were clearly 
entitled, as free and independent States. — Rather 
than remain jna state of territorial dépendency, 
they surrendered what the Constitution guaranties 
to every sovereign Siale; and they have hitherto 
always acted in good faith, and in all respects com- 
plied with the compaets entered into. They have 
never interfered with the primary disposal of the 
publie lands, nor have they attempted to tax it, or 
to exercise any ownership over ite They have 
groaned under oppression, and yet they have not 
revolted. How then can it be supposed that they 
will not act equally in good faith, in paying over 
the 65 per cent. of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public: lands? Their failure to do so would be an 
annulment of the contract; they would there- 
fore have every inducement to comply most 
strictly. Bat even if it were admitted that 
the States could not be entirely relied upon 
was there not a proposition which ought to obviate 
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y objection? It is proposed that the States 
pay over the receipts from the lands quarter- 
ly, monthly, or as they are received; or that. they 
should go directly into the hands of an officer of 
Government... As your present land officers are 
ens of the States, and you have found that you 
tust them with perfect safety, how can it be 
1 d‘thal they would be less trustworthy, if 
` employed by the State, in the same service? The 
Senator from Indiana [Mr. Surry] has justly said, 
thatthe new States will receive much more under 
the distribution. principle, than under the cession 
measure. Besides their proportions of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands, the distribu- 
tion, bill proposes to give to the new States 15 or 
174% per cent. of the sales within their limits; add 
to this the 500,000 acres of land proposed to be 
granted, and you bavea much larger sum annually 
paid, than the 25 per cent. which the cession bill 
proposes. But by the cession bill, the rights of the 
new States, and ‘their citizens, are to be secured; 
and these are objects of such vital importance to 
them, that they are not be weighed in the balance, 
against dollars and cents.. He regarded the propo- 
sition to distribute the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands, a8 one of the most fatal measures to 
the interests of the new States, and, indeed, as de- 
moralizing lo all the States, that had ever been 
brought forward. It wasa bad measure when the 
Treasury wasfall; but now, when it is empty, and 
onr revenues diminishing, to think of giving away 
a part of that revenue, and to tax the people pro- 
portionably higher, to make up the deficiency thus 
created, seemed to him to be aa act of extrava- 
ce, if not of. madness, which he was at a great 
loss to comprehend. If, however, we must have 
money paid over to the States, why not pay over 
to them the 65 per cent. which the cession bill pro- 
. duces, and thus permitthe new States to become, 
in reality, free, sovereign, and independent mem- 
bers of the Union! 

_ But, sir, letus look a lite into this proposition 
to distribute the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands. The Constitution never contemplated any 
other territory as belonging to the United States, 
excepting that lying in the forks of the Ohio and 
Mississippi, and that west of Georgia and north of 
Florida, to ty Mississippi river. The Constitn- 
tion gives no authority to the Congress cr to the 
Executive to purchase territory from a foreign 
State, _: The purchases which were made, therefore, 
from France and Spain, were unconstitutional, and 
only became a part of the Union by the acqui- 
escence of the States united, 

_ All the provisions of the Constitution relating to 
the territory belonging to the United States refer to 
this territory, and, it is to this territory exclusively 
that the compacts entered into between the United 
States and certain States which ceded their right to 
the waste lands, applies. Let us see whatare the 
provisions of these compacts, That of Virginia, 
ső far as it relates to this subject, is ia these words; 
he was compelled to quote them, although so often 
quoted by other Senators: 

“The lands so ceded shall he considered as a common fund 
for ‘the usc and benefit of such of the United States aa have 
become, or shall become members of the Confederation, or fe- 
deval alliance of said States, Virginia inclusive, according: to 
their usual respective proportions in the general charge and ex. 
penditure; and shall be fauhfuily and bona fide disposed of tor 
that purpose, and for no other use or purpose whatsoever.” 

During the Confederation this Government was 
supported by coniributions from the States. Con- 
gress had no power to raise a revenue; therefore it 
wasagreed that the proceeds of the sales of the 
lands ceded by Virginia, and indeed all the States, 
should be applied exclusively to tzesupport of the Con- 
federation; in this way only could they lessen equally 
the burdens of each of the States. By these compacts 
these proceeds were set apart forever for the support 
of. the National Government; and it was expressly 
stipmlated that they shouid ncver be applied to any 
other purpose whatsoever. All the Siates then in 
the. Confederation, and all the States that have 
come into the Union since, are equally bound by 
this compact, (for the Constitution provides that 
all such contracts shall be binding upon the United 
States,) and any attempt: to.apply these proceeds 
to any purpose whatsoever, except the national 
“charge and expenditure,” is a palpable violation 
of the compact. The right to these lands was 


never recognised as belonging to any one Siate by 
the Confederation; they were claimed as a pur- 
chase made by the common blood and treasure of 
all the States. The compacts entered into by the 
Confederation with the claiming Siates, were de- 
signed to settle the controversy. The proceeds 
were, therefore, set apart as a “common fund,” for 
the common benefit of all the States then in, 
or afterwards coming into the Confederation. The 
States separately can have no right whatever to 
these lands; they were ceded in full property to the 
Confederation, on the express condition, that the 
preceeds of the sales should be exclusively applied 
to the support of the Confederation, and te no other 
purpose whatsoever. The giving, therefore, of these 
proceeds to the States, or its application to the 
payment of State debts, would be directly in the 
very face of these compacts. The proceeds of 
these lands were to be forever applied to the sup- 
port of this Government, and were intended to 
lessen, in proportion to their amount, the revenue 
which Congress was authorized to raise from other 
sources since the union, or by requisitions upon the 
States during the Confederation, It has been 
pointedly asked, what would be done with the sur- 
plus, if the lands yielded more than the Govern- 
ment required? The answer is, we mast take care 
of if; and if such a thing could be possible, that 
we would never have use for such a surplus, it 
would have to remain the property of the nation, 
precisely as other national property. The impera- 
tive command of the compact is, that this fund 
shall be bona fide applied to the support of the Na- 
tional Goverament, and to no other use or purpose 
whatsoever. The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cay] compared this fund to a fountain belonging 
to a number of persons, and contended that each 
of the proprietors would have a right to draw pails 
of water from it, without doing injustice to either, 
He contended that this fund might be more pro- 
perly compared to a stream of waler which had 
been in dispute amongst a number of individuals, 
and who, to settle the dispute, had entered into a 
partnership in carrying on a mill for their 
common benefit, and, thereupon, those claim. 
ing the water course entered into a eom- 
pact with the company, by which they con- 
veyed the water course to the company, upon 
the express condition that the water of the stream 
should be forever appropriated to the uses 
of the mill, and to no other purpose whatscever, 
Would the parties, without a dissolution of the 
partnership, have a right to divert this stream to 
their private benefi? Ele was satisfied that the 
Jands ceded by the States to the Confederation, and 
now belonging to the United Sates, could be dis- 
posed of by Congress for no other purpose, except 
for the support of the Government. ‘Phe Constitu- 
tion gives to Congress the power to dispose of them. 
The compact stipulates the purpose to which alone 
the proceeds are to be applied. 

It is contended that the term “dispose of,” gives 
unlimited power to Congress over the public lands, 
an? authorizes the Congress to apply the proceeds 
to such objects and purposes as, in their discretion, 
they may deem would be best for the country. He 
contended that the power to “dispose of,” gave 
only the right to sell, and that the avails of such 
sales went into the ‘Treasury, as other revenue. 
The very first aet of Congress on this subjeet, pro- 
vided that the proceeds of such-sales should go into 
the Treasury. But this power to dispose of was 
expressly given in compliance with the compacts; 
and the words “dispose of,” are taken from the 
compacts. The Virginia deed of cession says, this 
fand shali be faithfully and bona fide disposed of, to 
meet the common charge and expenditure, and for 
no other purpose whatsoever. Here, then, is the 
purpose for which these lands were granted to the 
United States, and here is the origin of the power 
of Congress to dispose of the “territory. Hence it 
was that the framers of the Constitution gave to 
Congress, in compliance with those ecompac's, the 
power to dispose of the Territory of the United 


` States. If the power to dispose of the territory car- 


ries. with it an unlimited power to make use of the 
proceeds, so also does the power to lay and collect 
laxes, etc. give unlimited power to apply the money 
so raised at discretion. He thought it clear that 


the claim of pewer in Congress to distribute the 
proceeds of the-sales of lands acquired by cession 
from the States, was in direct contravention of the 
deeds of cession themselves, and contrary, also, to 
the provision of the Constitution which gave to 
Congress the power to dispose of the territory of 
the United States. The amount would beso small 
that it would not be worth contending for, if the 
distribution is confined to the territory ceded by 
the States. The main argument applies only to 
that territory, but the distribution bill covers all 
the territory of the United States. How can it 
be contended that the country purchased from 
France and Spain—all the territory compre- 
hended within the limits of Louisiana and 
Florida—can be disposed of by Congress, 
and the proceeds given to the States? This 
country was purchased by the United States. It 
was paid for with the money of the United States. 
A part of the revenue raised to support the Govern- 
ment had beea applied to this purpose; and conse- 
quently the property so purchased belonged to the 
United States collectively, and not to the separate 
States. The proceeds of the sales of this territory 
consequently become a portion of the revenue of 
the United States, and to distribute it among the 
States, would be no less unjust than it would be to 
impoze duties upon importations to be so distributed. 
It appeared to him that these views could not but 
strike the minds of all who heard him as sound 
and conclusive; and he therefore felt himself justi- 
fied in expressing the opinion, that if Congrers 
attempts to distribute the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands, sold in the State of Arkansas, 
that State would be bound to enter her solemn 
protest against the measure, as unconstitutional 
and unjust. But what was the bill to which this 
proposition to distribute the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands is offered as an amendment? It was a 
simple pre-emption bill, such as had been passed 
repeatedly by Congress, except that it operated 
prospectively, and if it became a law, the settlers 
who go upon, and improve the public lands, could 
not afterwards be denounced as criminals. It would 
permit that to be done, which we cannot prevent 
from being done, and the doing of which 
had, as he believed, operated most beneficially for 
the country. These settlers go into the wilderness 
and open the country for settlement—they bring it 
to the notice of purchasers, and canse it to be set- 
tled and sold, and they greatly enhance, by their 
labor and improvements, all the public lands 
which surround them. So well satisfied of this 
was the Congress which disposed of a million and 
a half of acres to the Ohio company, that they 
granted the company 100,000 acres upon the ex- 
press condition that it should be given (not sold at 
the minimum price) to actual settlers, in tracts of 
100 acres to each settler. If the price to be paid 
by the settlers was much less than can otherwise 
be obtained for the land, it would furnish some 
cause for opposition on the part of those who ‘look 
mainly to the amount of money for which the pub- 
lic lands are scld. ‘This, however, is not the fact. 
The truth is, acent or two over the minimum 
price is all that is obtained for the public lands. A 
document recently laid on the tables of Senators, 
fully proved the correctness of this assertion, This 
document proved that there had been sold, between 
1833 and 1840, 65,842,807 87-100 acres of land. 
Toe amount realised from the sales so made, was 
$72,269,749 58, being a little less than $1 27 per 
acre—not quite two cents more than this Dill re- 
quires to be paid by settlers for their lands. Will 
you drive the poor man from his home, and take 
his cabin and cultivated field away from him, 
rather than give him a preference over the specula- 
tor of two cents per acre in the purchase of his lite 
ueimprovement? Put your lands up at auction, 
and what is the resul? Why, sir, the moment you 
issue your proclamation of a sale, ihe speculators 
put their agents at work. They obtain the numbers 
of every valuable tract to be sold. They meet to- 
gether at the sale. They form a. company and 
agree to bid off all the good land. offered. They 
accordingly purchase it at a fraction over the mini- 
mum price, as they have no. competitors. Imme- 
diately after the public sale is over, they have an 
auction amongst themselves, and each one pur- 
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chases the tracts he wishes to buy, and pays for it 
in proportion to its-value, or as there may be bid- 
ders who come into competition. The proceeds of 
this sale are divided amongst the company, and thus 
the speculators realize all the profits of your auc- 
tion system. This is your, auction system. This 
is the system which has been so much and so con- 
stantly lauded in this chamber, as one which could 
not be improved, and ought not to be changed. 
Whilst those who advocate the pre-emption system, 
which has done so much towards the opening and 
settling of your wild lands, are bitterly com. 
plained of as promoters of the most lawless 
course of conduct on the part of men who 
are denounced as criminals of the worst description! 
Why, sir, these criminals, as they are called, would 
compare, in point of worth, integrity, and enter- 
prise, with the very best of those who denounce 
them. They are not known to Senators, or they 
would not be thus spoken of. Arkansas was or- 
ganized as a Territory when nearly all her citizens 
were settlers upon the public lands. Go to your 
land offices, and you will find that men who have 
been members of Congress, and have filled the 
highest stations in the old States, have settled upon 
public land, and have proved up and got a title to 
their lands as pre-emptioners. For generosiiy, ca- 
pacity to endure hardship, and noble daring, no 
people are equal to the pre-emptioners who seitle 
upon the wild lands of the West and South. They 
go there poor and penniless, (having expended 
every thing in reaching the wilderness,) with their 
wives and children, and in a year or two, you find 
them eccupying a snug cabin, with a cultivated 
field, and surrounded by every thing necessary to 
support life. From this humble beginning, with 
industry and perseverance, they soon become inde- 
pendent, and in time become the best and worthiest 
of the inhabitants of anew country. It was to se- 
cure a home to such seitlers as he had described, 
that the committee had reported the original bill. 
It was to save all such from falling into the power 
of the speculators in the public lands that he felt so 
anxious for the passing of the bill. He sincerely 
trusted that if nothing would be done to give free- 
dom, sovereignty, and independence to the new 
States, the Senate would, as a simple act of justice, 
protect the settler against the power of the specu- 
lator. 

He did not see how any Senator could vote 
against the pre-emption bill. They had all voted 
for it; some as a separate measure, others when in- 
corporated in the distribution bill, and others when 
it was included in the bill ‘for ceding the lands to 
the new States. A great deal had been said against 
it as a distinct measure, and its evils had been de- 
picied in the strongest language. It had been de- 
nounced as an attempt to seize upon the public 
lands; and the enterprising settlers had been com- 
pared to public cepredators. He had listened to 
these assaults upon the honest and industrious citi- 
zens of the new States with pain and mortification, 
and he felt assured that no such language would 
have been used towards them, if they were knowa 
to Senators as they were to him. He felt assured 
that they would not be regarded as the less worthy 
and respectable by their neighbors and friends,’on 
account.of such denunciations. But what struck 
him with much force, was the circumstance that 
those who had thus abused the settlers on the pub- 
lic lands, had voted for the distribution amendment 
which offers to the settlers double the quantity ofjand 
which is secured to them by the pre-emption bill. 

He still hoped that the amendment which pro- 
poses to cede the lands io the new States, would 
find favor with the Senate. If not, he felt sure 
that the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. Carrrenpen] would be rejected; and that the 
simple pre-emption bill of the Senator from Mis- 
souri (Mr. Benton] wowld pass the Senate’by a 
decided vote. : 


SPEECH OF MR. TAPPAN, | 
OF OHIO, ; 
In Senate, February 23, 1841—The bill to incorpo- 


under consideration, 
Mr. TAPPAN proposed the following as an 


amendment: i 
Strike out all after the enacting clause, 


rate the banks of the District of Columbia beigg 
U 


That from and after the passage of this act, 1f any person 
or persons shall establish or coatinue any bankin the District of 
Columbia, such person or persons shall first deposite in the 
office of the recorder of deeds for the county in which such 
bank may be established, a schedule in writing, containing the 
names and places of residence ofeach and every stockholder 
in such bank, with the number and value of the shares by him 
or her held, and shall cause the same to be recorded with the re- 
cord of deeds in the office, and shall also publish said schedule 
in two of the newspapers having the most general circulation 
in the District three calender months; and every sale or trans- 
fer of stock in such bank, within ten days after such trans- 
fer shail have been made, shall be placed upon record, and pub- 
lished in like manner, by such person or persons so establis ing 
or continuing such bank. Anda copy ofsuch record duly certi- 
fied shal! be admitted in all courts as competent evidence of the 
factof any person therein mentioned being a scockholder in 
such bank. And ifany person or persons shall establish or con- 
tinue any bank in the District of Columbia, without recording 
and publishing the names and places of residence of the stock- 
holders in ‘such bank, as is herein provided, the person or per- 
sons so offending shall forfeitand pay not less than five hundred 
dollars, nor more than one thousand dollars, for each and 
every day such person or persons shall continue any bank as 
aforesaid, to be recovered by indictment, for the use of the 
county in which such offence may be prosecuted. 

Sec. 2 And be it further enacted, That itshall be unlaw- 
ful for any individual banker or banking company, or for any 
other person or company, to issue any bank notes of a less de- 
nomination than twenty dollars, or by any att, shift or device, 
to issue and put in circulation any paper, certificate, check, 
order, or note whatsoever, payable to bearer and intended to cir- 
culate as currency, ofa less denomination than twenty dollars; 
and any person or persons offending herein shall forfeit and pay 
not less than five hundred dollars, nor more than one thousand 
dollars, for each and every note, order, check, or certificate, so 
issued and putin circulation as aforesaid: one-half of the same to 
be for the use of the person prosecuting therefor, and the residue 
for the use of the county where the banking-house of such in- 
dividual banker or banking company shail be Jocated, to be 
recovered by action of debt in any court having jurisdiction 
thereof. 

SEC, 3- And be it further enacted, That if at any time 
in usual banking hours, the paper of such individual or com- 
pany shall be presented to such individual or company, or any 
officer by him or them employed at their banking house or 
office, and payment demanded of the same, and paytnent. there- 
of in gold or silver shall be refused, or unreasonably delayed, 
the holder of such note may make affidavit of such demand 
and refusalor delay, before any justice of the peace of the 
proper county; whereupon the said justice shali issue his sum- 
mons against such individual, or any officer or partner in such 
company, to be and appear before him, or some other justice 
ofthe peace, ala time t be stated in said summons, which time 
shall be within twenty-four hours from and after the same shall 
have been issued, then and there to show cause why judgment 
should not be entered against such individual, officer, or partner, 
for the amount of said uote; and unless the party defended in 
sald writ shall appear and plead that the note upon which 
suit is brought isnot the note of such individual or company, or 


| that legaland proper demand of paymert has not not been 


made, and verify such plea by the oath of the said defen- 
dant or his agent or attorney, itshall be the duty of the justice 
to enter up a judgment against such defendant for the 
amount of such note, with twenty per cent. damages and 
costs of sult, and to issue his execution, as in other cases 
therefor, 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That, such individual 
or company thinking himself or itself aggrieved, shall have re- 
lief upon an appeal only, both as to matter of law and matter of 
fact; which appeal shall be granted on the following and no 
other terms; that isto say, the individual or company demand- 
ing such appeal shall enter into bond to the plaintiff} with at 
least one sufficient freeholder within the District, and in the 
penalty of one hundred dollars, conditioned that the appellant 
shall appear and prosecute the said appeal in the next 
circuit court to be held in the county in‘ which the said 
judgment shall have been rendered, shall stand to and abide 
he judgment of the said court, and pay such further costs 
as Shall be taxed, with twelve per cent. damages from the date 
of the original judgment, if the same be affirmed; and that the 
said appeal in all other respects shall be carried on andcon- 
ducted as provided by law in other cases, and that it shall 
not be lawful forthe defendantin the said action to supersede 
the said judgment in any other manner than by the said 
appeal. 

Pfa. 5. And be it further enacted, That in all cases prose- 


~ cuted under this act, the plaintiff may appeal, if the judgment 


of the magistrate should be against him, in the manner now au 
thorized by jaw, to the next term of the circuit court for the 
county wherein the said judgment shall have been given; and 
on such appeal, the said circuit court if they shall reverse the 
judgment of the magistrate, shall render such judgment as the 
said magistrate ought have given, with costs, both below and 
of the appeal. 

Sec. 6. And be tt further enacted, That if any person 
shall, after the taking effect of this act, pass, or offer to pass, any 

ank note of a less denomination than twenty dollars, otherwise 
han in payment toa bank or banking company, such person 
shall foricit and pay double the amount of such note, for the use 
of the person suing for the same, to be recovered by action of 
debt before any magistrate having jurisdiction, to the amount 
thereof, 

Sec: 7. And be it further enacted, That if any person or 
persons shall establish a bank and issue their notes for circula- 
tion as money, Without the means or ability of redeeming the 
same in current coim with intent to defraud, he, she, or they, so 
offending, shall pë deemed guilty of a misdemeanor; and, on 
conviction theréof, upon indictment in any court of competent 
Jurisdictional be imprisoned in the penitentiary net less than 
three, nogefhore than ten years, and shall pay the costs of prose- 
cution, 

Seg 8. And be it further enacied, That the twenty-ninth, 
thipdeth, thirty-first, and thirty-second sections of the actentitled 
“An act to incorporate the subscribers to certain banks in the 

trictof Columbia, and to prevent the circulation of the notes 
funincorporated associations within the said District,” be, and 
the same are hereby, repealed. 


Mr. Preswenr: The question now before the 


and insert the following | Senate is one of greatimportance to the country, 


arrears ea tn nent 


Senate. 
Sa eee aa 


The bill reported by the chairman of the Committee 
on the Dis rict of Columbia proposes simply ‘to re- 
vive and continue in force the expired: charters 
ef six of the banks of this District, without any 
change in the powers and privileges granted by 
those charters. The amendment I have offered; arid 
upon which the question is now to be taken, pró- 
poses to place the banks of this District upon’ the 
same foundation of equal privileges and ‘equal 
competition with every other establishment, cor+ 
porate or not corporate, in the District; it propos 
ses, in fact, to introduce the principle of free trade 
into the banking business of the country; to with+ 
hold. from the business of trading in money or 
credit what is withheld from all other business car- 
nied on in the community—its monopoly character; 
and, while the businesss itself is permitted to re- 
main under the protection of the law without other 
restraint than the public safety requires, to with: 
hold from its conductors any special public recog- 
nition of their exclusive fitness for the business, 
and the endorsement of the legislative power that 
they, and they alone, are worthy of all trust and 
confidence in conducting their manufactories. `` 

This bill is brought in upon a petition of the 
bankers of this District and their friends ‘and de- 
pendents; the petition is signed by about two hun- 
dred names; the population of this D-strict is coms 
puied to be upwards of 60,000, probably it is 
80,000, so that not one eightieth part of the adult 
male population ask for the passage. of this bill, 
And what, Mr. President, are the powers aad pri- 
vileges these people ask to have revived and con- 
tinued? They ask, first, the power of making and 
putting afloat the whole circulating medium of the 
Distriet, with the privilege of levying a tax on she 
community of between six and seven per cent. for 
its use; aad, as the power to issue paper in the laws 
sought to be revived is unlimited, so the power to 
levy a tax for its use is to be unlimited, Second, 
they ask ihat their money may, by our legislation, 
be enhanced in value to aS great extent. as they 
think proper, or rather that their stock notes (for 
they are uot bound to have a specie capita!) may 
have an unlimited value given to them over the 
gold and silver of their fellow-citizens. -And, last» 
ly, they ask to be formally, and, by anticipation, 
exonerated from all lability to pay any debts they 
may contractin this highly favored business. 

If, s.r, we now approached this subject for the 
first ime—if these manufacturers of paper money 
now were for the first time, in the world’s history, 
asking us to bestow upon them these privileges, to 
the exclusion of all others, it would strike us, not 
merely with astonishment at tbe audacity of their 
impudence, but witha strong sense of the ludicrous, 
that they should calenlate so largely upon our une 
bounded simplicity. Suppose that gold and silver 
had formed the entire circulation of the country 
from time immemorial; that no other had been in- 
vented, and some scheming John Law were to ad- 
dress a memorial to you, setting fomh, in the style 
of osr bank orators, the great superiority of paper 
over gold and silver for a circulating medium, and 
praying for the exclusive privilege of manufactur- 
ing such paper, and putting it in the hands of every 
body—of levying a tax for the use of it equal to 
six per cent. per annum, payable every sixty days 
in advance—that this paper might be allowed to-ré- 
present credit, not money—and, finally, that the pe- 
titioner might be expressly exonerated by law from 
any liability for the payment of his debts, beyond 
the money he should piace in his own chest for that 
purpose—with what govd humored surprise, sir, 
you wouid receive such an application! - 

Nothing proves more conclusively that indivi- 
duals and nations are governed by habit, than our 
use of the paper of incorporated companies. We 
have acquired this habit by slow and imperceptible 
degrees; and now there are intelligent and disinte- 
restei men who really believe, not mer:ly that this 
manufactory ought to be protected, but that it 
ought to be protected by a monopoly and by exemp- 
tion from liability upon its obligations. I am not 
so visionary aó to attempt to change the habit of 
using paper for money; but, believing that this ba- 
bit is becoming injurious to the public interest and 
subversive of morals, Í am for taking from the mọ- 
ney power its tendency to evil, while all its capa ty 
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Senate. 


to-aid the mercantile interests of the country is left 
din-undisturbed vigor. Nor can this be considered 
as-a party question: both political parties have 
joined: in conferring these exclusive privileges upon 
the banks; both have suffered by it; and many of 
both parties have become satisfied that the evils of 
our banking system are very great, and ought to be 
removed. . All are interested in whatever improves 
or deteriorates the currency. The party going out 
of power, as well as the party coming into power, 
can have no interest. at stake which should induce 
them to grant the privileges asked for by these peti- 
tioners.. May I not hope and expect, then, that 
this subject will be calmly discussed and fully exa- 
mined, that the Senate may come to a correct judg- 
ment upon the amendment proposed? 

It is necessary to understand precisely what 
those who petition for the passage of this law ask 
for. Do they ask for the privilege of lending their 
money at six percent. or any other rate of inte- 
rest? Not at all; for they have already full and 
entire liberty to do this. Do they ask to be per- 
mitted to sell their individual notes, payable to 
bearer on demand, or to lend them upon interest? 
Wot they. No law prohibits such traffic. In this 
District individuals may dispose of their notes as 

they please, and the people of the ten miles square 
may use such notes, written or engraved, for money, 
There is no law to disturb them. hese are rights 
and privileges the whole people enjoy; but this is 
not enough for these petitioners, If left the advan- 
tages common to all the citizens, they must be left 
to all the.common responsibilities. They would 
Jose their highly prized monopoly. They want 
some advantages over their fellow men. The pow- 
er of levying a tax for their own ure is what they 
want. This cannot be done without a charter, and 
therefore they ask fora charter. They pray Con- 
gress to say to the world, that the business of mak- 
Ing paper money isa very meritorious business, 
worthy ofall patronage and encouragement; and 
that this small portion of the good people of this 
District are alone worthy of public trast and confi- 
dence in carrying on that business; so that when 
they get this sanction for their business and cha- 
racter, having got alaw punishing with five and 
imprisonment all others who, ia this free and en- 
lightened country, may attempt to carry on the 
same business, they may drive out from circulation 
` the gold and silver, and supply its place with their 
notes; notes for which they draw interest. And as the 
charters sought to be revived do not limit the quan- 
lity of paper to be put in circulation, these peti- 
tioners propose that their taxing power shall be as 
extensive as the public credulity and their indus- 
try in circulating their paper can make it, 

To what extent this taxing power is used by the 
banks, in this District, I have not the means of de- 
termining. We have areport from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, giving us soms information what 
itisin.the whole United States. I doubt much 
whether: the debasement of the coin, resorted to 
by some despotic princes in former times, to fleece 
their subjects, was ever as onerous a tax as is paid 
with great cheerfulness by the American people, 
for the mere pleasure of using pictures for money, 
instead of the constitutional currency. From the data 
given by the Secretary, the amount must exceed 
thirty millions of dollars per annum; an enormous 
sum, making the currency of the country cost more 
than the Government of the country, inclading the 
maintenance of our fleet and army. 

Tn asking for a revival of these defanct charters, 
these petitioners pray you to raise the value of their 
property toan indefinite extent. Those charters 
authorize the issue of paper, without any limitation 

of. the amount. In general, bank charters require 
a certain amount of gold and silver coin to be paid 
into’ the bank, and allow the issue of paper to not 
_ exceeding three times the amount of specie so paid 
“in, . Not so with these banks; they are under no 
“obligation. to keep any specie on hand, excepting 


as they are required to pay gold and silver for their - 


notes at all. times. . Nor is there any thing but the 
demand for the article in this market which, in any 
way, limits the amount of paper they may put in 
circulation. It results from this state of things, 
that while the mechanic, with bis one hundred 
dollars in gold and silver, can purchase but 


one hundred bushels of wheat, the banker who 
has subscribed his one hundred dollars to the stock 
of a bank, may make one thousand paper dollars, 
and buy with it one thousand bushels of wheat. 
His situation is even better than this; for he need 
not keep his specie in bank—he may put in his own 
note, take out the specie, and sell it for a premium. 
The difference between the mechanic, or other la- 
borer, and the banker, then, is this: the former has 
to earn every dollar he expends, the latter has to 
manufacture it; the former has no eredit but what 
his habits of industry and moral character give 
him; the latter hasa credit created by law. If a 
farmer were to ask Congress to pass a law where- 
by his bushel of wheat should be held and account- 
ed in all sales as three bushels, entitling him to re- 
ceive for it the market price of three bushels, it would 
not be more absurd, in reality, than it is for these 
bankers fo ask to have their money appreciated in 
value. But the farmer’s petition might be granted 
with safety; for men would not buy such wheat. 
It is only in the trade of bank paper that men fail 
to estimate the article at its real value. There is 
no danger that they will mistake a pint for a quart 
measure, or take twelve inches for a yard of cloth. 

Another advantage sought by these petititioners 
is, to be exempted from liability upon their con- 
tracts. A bank is liable, as a corporation, nomi- 
nally to the extent of its stock, The individual 
members of an incorporated bank are liable only to 
the extent of their subscriptions: so that, if, for 
every hundred dollars of stock subscribed, they 
contract debts to the amount of one thousand dol- 
lars, and the bank fails, the stockholders lose only 
the hundred dollars, the public lose the rest. The 
property purchased by the bankers with their notes 
cannot be taken by the holders of those notes, and 
applied to their payment; unless the assets of the 
bank will redeem its paper, the holders must lose 
it. Every member of society, excepting omiliy the 
banker, is held responsible for the payment of his 
debts; the law exacts from him every cent of his 
property, and even holds his future earnings liable 
to their liquidation; but the banker is invited, by a 
charter of incorporation, to engage in hazardous spe- 
culations, to become a desperate gambler in stocks 
and merchandise and lands, and is told by that char- 
ter that, if he fails to redeem his paper, the stocks and 
merchaudise and lands he has purchased, shall not 
be taken from him and given to his creditors. Can 
any thing in legislation be more iniquitous, holding 
out a premium upon villany, and rewarding dis- 
honesty? It is this exemption from liability for 
their debts which induces bankers to use such exer- 
tions to obtain charters. If they conduct their bu- 
siness prudently, they would not issue more paper 
than they bad means to redeem. Character and 
credit, and a reasonable circulation for their paper, 
might be obtained without a charter; and if bank- 
ers were honest, and intended to remain so, and 
content themselves with the sure and reasonable 
profits of a fair business, they would not ask for 
charters; they would no more think of asking for 
such exemption from liability than would the far- 
mer, the merchant, or the mechanic, 

May we not ask what authority has Congress to 
grant such extensive and valuable privileges to 
these petitionets? It has none—none whatever. 
Examine the Constitution of the United States, and 
you find there the power to coin money and regu- 
late its value; but you find no power, express or 
implied, to charter banks, or to authorize the 
making of paper money. It,wasevidently intended 
that Congress should have the entire power over the 
currency of the country; and they must have this 
power, cr they cannot regulate the value of the cir- 
culating medium. The power to coin the money 
ofthe country is vested exclusively in Congress. 
No part of itis reserved to the States; and do you 
suppore, sir—does any Senator suppose—that Con- 
gress may delegate the power to coin money, and 
regulate its value, to the States? may delegate it to 
fifty or an hundred men in this District? No one 
would pretend this; and yet, by granting these bank 
charters, you grant the power to regulate the value, 
not of the gold and silver coin-of the country 
merely, but of all property. I will not attempt to 
prove what is known to every body. You cannot 


keep gold and silver and paper in circulation toge-, 


ther—the paper always drives out the gold and sil- 


ver, and takes its place. The gold and silver is 
hoarded, or sold as merchandise, and paper becomes 
the exclusive, actual circulating medium of the 
country. Your power fo regulate the value of the 
only legal and constitutional currency of the coun- 
try, has become impotent by your own unwise le- 
gislation, and the usurpations of the States; for the 
States, although forbid to issue bills of credit, in 
defiance of the maxim that power not possessed 
cannot be delegated, have authorized by their laws 
innumerable companies to make and vend bills of 
eredit—~by the most manifest usurpation, have given 
the enlire power over the currency of the country 
to others, when they did not possess any portion of 
such power themselves. 

But the friends of this bill do not pretend to sus- 
tain the power to charter these banks upon any 
clause in the Constitution, but the one which gives 
Congress the power of exclusive legislation over 
this District. This power is general; but it would 
be a gross error to suppose that because the power 
is general, it is, therefore, unlimited. It is hmited 
by the freedem of oar principles of government, and 
by the immutable laws of justice. The people of 
this District are citizens of a free and Democratic 
Commonwealth, entitled to the most perfect equali- 
ty of rights and privileges. We have no power to 
destroy this equality; we have no power to give to 
one-sixteenth part of the people the power of rais- 
ing a revenue for their own emolument from the re- 
maining fifieen-sixteenths; we have neither power 
to change this District inte a monarchy, by placing 
a master over it, or an aristocracy with a riband 
at its button hole, or a pen behind ils ear to tax it. 
Suppose that, instead of a petition for the exclusive 
privilege of making the money of the District, we 
were asked to grant these men the exclusive right 
of supplying all the fuel wanted here, and were 
also asked to punish with fine and imprisonment 
any person not of the privileged company who 
should sell coal or wood—should we hear the Sena- 
tor from Maryland, [Mr. Menricx,] who is so elo- 
quent in favor of these banks, tell us that the peo- 
ple were asking “for their clear and undcubted 
rights,” and thatto refuse this monopoly of fuel 
“would be ruinous to the trade and business of this 
district?” J think not; and yet the supply of fuel 
is as necessary as the supply of paper money; it 
requires quite as much capifal to purchase it and 
bring it here for distribution, as it does to buy the 
paper, the iak, and engraving for bank notes. It 
would not be as severe an infliction, I think, to be 
compelled to use gold and silver for our money as 
it would to do without fuel; and yet there is not a 
Senator here who would sustain such a petition— 
not one, sir, but what would feel such a petition to 
beameckery. But we have the same power to 
grant the exclusive privilege in the one case as in 
the other; and the same pretence of the public good 
may be urged as strongly and astruly in both. It 
may gofurther: if a chartered company is necessa- 
ry to make the paper money of the District—if ca- 
pital cannot be found in individual hands sufficient 
for that business, then all business which requires 
capital to carry it on, equally requires a charter for 
that purpose, and equally requires to have its ex- 
clusive privileges guarded by fine and imprison- 
ment. It is an utter perversion of justice in a State 
pretending to be governed by equal laws, to give to 
A and B advantages which are denied to © and D. 
This injustice is not seen in the banking business 
of the country, for habit has blinded us to its enor- 
mous evils. But jet the proposition be made to 
give the exclusive right of supplying us with any 
other article, and all men, except those who were 
to be the privileged few, would unite in condemn- 
ing it. It would be seen at once that Congress had 
no power to make such grants—no pictures of ruin 
and desolation—no array of widow and orphan 
stockholders would have power over our sympa- 
thies, or would for an instant warp the pubiic 
judgement upon such a proposition. 

Congress have power to Jay and collect taxes, 
duties, and excises, but they are not authorized to. 
delegte this power of taxation. All. the purposes 
for which money may be raised by taxation, are 
enumerated; the enriching of corporations is not 
one of them. Taxes can only be raised by Con- 
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gress for the benefit of the whole people of the 
United States, as taxes can only be raised by a 
State Government for the beaefit of the whole 
people of the State. The power of fixing the amount 
to be raised cannot be granied to companies. In the 
one case or the other, it is exclusively a legislative 
power, to be exercised by the immediate repre- 
Sentatives of the people, and by no others, for the 
public good. Have Senators ever looked into the 
working of this banking system? Have they ever 
examined the operation of the laws granting these 
privileges? If you have, you know that immense 
revenues are raised annually from the peopie of 
these United States, not to be placed in the public 
treasury, but in the pockets. of the tax-gatherers; 
not to be appropriated to public use—not to be laid 
out in building fleets and maintaining armies, in 
erecting public works or making roads and canals 
—not even to be distributed among the poor and 
destitute; no, sir, but to make the rich richer—to 
convert the labor of the poor to the emolument of 
the wealthy. 

But would you deny the people of this District 
privileges which are enjoyed by their neighbors? it 
isasked. 'To this I answer, if it is wrong in every 
point of view, (as I trust I have demonstrated,) to 
grant these exclusive privileges, I would not hesi- 
tate to deny them to these petitioners. No length 
of time, or uniformity of practice, can sanction 
error, or make that which is unjust and iniquitous, 
just and right; or give to usurped power the va- 
lidity of constitutional delegation. 

At what time are we asked to do this? In what 
condition of the banking institutions, and of the 
banking business of the country, and of this Dis- 
trict, are we asked to revive and continue this bu- 
siness under the sanction of law? Why, sir, it is 
at a time when the banks are going down—when 
the public will no longer tolerate their contempt of 
moral obligations, their multiplied frauds and ex- 
tortion—when the banks throughout the whole 
country are rotting down, we are asked to raise 
and sustain them. We cannot do this lawfully, 
and happily we cannot do it physically, for they 
cannot be sustained; public opinion has set ils 
irrevocable seal on them. If we revive these 
charters, and these banks attempt to go on with bu- 
siness on a sound specie basis, fairly and honestly, 
they will follow their predecessors in the District to 
utter bankruptcy and dissolution. ‘The reason is 
obvious to any one who wil! look at the subject; the 
business is overdone; a fair and honest banking 
business is ne longer profitable, is scarcely any 
longer possible. When a bank issues its promise 
to pay money on demand, it neither has or intends 
to have the money to redeem these promises. It 
relies on the public sanction and endorsement of 
its business to give its paper credit. Itis a system 
of imposition upon the public credulity. If an in- 
dividual or company give written promises to pay 
money which they have not got to pay, and know 
they cannot and will not have if called upon, 
there would be no difference of opinion as fo the 
roguery of such men. When banking corporations 
put their paper in circulation in quantities beyond 
their power to redeem, is there an honest man here 
who will say itis not equally dishonest, equally a 
fraudulent and swindling transaction? And yet itis 
true the banks cannot in any other way do a pro- 
fitable business. The community are getting tired 
of bearing all these impositions; the expense is too 
great, also; it greatly overbalances any benefits de- 
rived from the system, and it is coming to an end, 
I see some Senators smile incredulonsly; they pro- 
bably have not made themselves acquainted with 
this business; if they had done so, I am confident 
their incredulity would soon leave them. How is 
it with the business of banking in this Districi? I 
have said that now is a time when the banks are 
rotting down; the times are inauspicious for the re- 
vival of these banks; the great favorite of our po- 
litical opponents, with its capital of thirty-five mil- 
lions, has stopped for the last time; its stockholders 
have no reason to expect ever to divide a cent of 
its capital, and its bill holders are in haste to get 
rid of them at great discounts; from the St. Croix to 
the Sabine, they are all failing. The stoppage of 
a bank is now an article of daily news, which ex- 
cites no surprise. 


There have been fifteen banks chartered by Con- 
gress in this District; six only of that fifteen ask a 
renewal of their charters; nine, which were at one 
time in apparent good circumstances, have failed; 
the public have been cheated, defrauded, swindled 
out of about two millions of dollars by them. Have 
we any assurance that these survivors in so sweep- 
ing a catastrophe, are any better than their defunct 
brethren? are they more honest? have they con- 
ducted their business upon safer principles? They 
have had betier fortune, indeed, but that they 
have deserved it by better principles or better 
conduci, no one pretends. How many times 
have they stopped payment—become insolvent? 
Should we not hesitate to grant the prayer of these 
petitioners with such a state of facts before us? 
without an expose of the condition of these banks? 
Without a thorough examination of them, and, 
being satisfied, from such examination, of their sol- 
vency, can we be justified in renewing these char- 
ters? even if we have the power to doso. I think not, 
and this opinion is greatly strengthened by the ad- 
mission of the advocate of this bill, that these 
banks are in such a state now, that, unless they are 
allowed to receive and pay out the paper of 
insolvent (otherwise called suspended) banks and 
railroad companies, they cannot go on with busi- 
ness; they will not thank us for reviving their char- 
ters. 

Having shown what are the privileges which the 
bankers of this District ask to have revived and 
again bestowed upon them, I proceed to explain to 
the Senate the plan I have proposed as a substitute 
for all their bank charters. The general scope and 
object of this proposed substitute is to place the 
banks of this District on the same ground where 
they stood before any charters were granted to 
them. ‘To leave them as free to pursue their trade 
and business asthe law now does and always has left 
all other operatives in the District. To take from 
them, however, the endorsement heretofore given 
by the Government to their paper and business, and 
leave them to seek for credit and its consequences 
by their own exertions, unaided by the grant of ex- 
clusive privileges—privileges which they have so 
Jong enjoyed to their own emolument and at the 
enormous expense of the public. Itis,in short, to 
place the people of this District on an equality in all 
their business and pursuits; to afford equal protec- 
tion and encouragement to all, by withholding all 
exclusive favors from any, and to carry out here, 
in full practice. those great principles of equality 
and liberty, which, as yet, in profession, lay at the 
foundation of our Government. 

I do not propose to destroy the banks. The peo- 
ple of this country have become so habituated to 
the use of paper money, that a sudden change 
would not be approved of, even if such sudden 
change should not deeply affect their interests. I 
speak for myself only, though I believe I would be 
sustained in saying that those political friends with 
whom I usually vote agree with mein declaring, 
that I do not wish toinjure the trade or business 
of banking, or to impose any restraints upon it 
but those which the public safety clearly re- 
quires. 

I am not, therefore, very tenacious of the details 
of my plan. What I propose is, according to my 
judgment, the best mode of regulating and restraining 
the business of banking. I invite a thorough exa- 
mination of it, and invoke the assi:tance of all 


. who think,with me, that the present system is a bad 


one, to assist mein perfecting, by suitable amend- 
ments, what is proposed as a substitute, keeping in 
view the great object of entirely severing the con- 
nexion which has hitherto existed between the 
banks and the Government, and of withholding the 
express sanction and endorsement of the latter of 
the business and obligations of the former, the de- 
gree and extent of legislative interference with the 
business of banking which may be necessary or 
useful, is submitted to the wisdom of the Senate to 
determine. 

The first section of my proposed substitute pro- 
vides for publishing and recording the names of the 
stockholders in the banks which may continue or 
commence the businessiof banking, after the taking 
effect of the law, and it subjects all who shall carry 
on that businegs, without so making known their 


names and places of residence,to a penalty. I propose 
this, in the first place, to enable the public to judge 
what credit is due to each individual banker, what 
security they have in the character or property. of 
the manufacturers of a paper currency ior -its..re- 
demption, and also to do away all cavil and dispute 
as to who are liable to besued on their obligations 
where suits are necessary. And, in the second 
place, for the benefit of those who intend to fol- 
low this business hereafter, and who engage in it 
with honest intentions. By publishing their name 
and residence, they invite an examination of their 
claims, on the score cf probity and pro- 
perty, to be credited by the public: The public 
may then judge how far it is safe to trust them, and 
they will not confound a Stephen Girard or an 
Astor with that multitude of penniless villains who 
are now under the concealment of bank charters, 
swindling the people from one end of the country 
to another. Then the honest man will be trusted 
for his integrity, and the rich man for his wealth; 
for it will be known who are to be trusted. Now, the 
stock book of a bank is inaccessible to the public, 
and indeed it is of very little importance whether 
the public know the names of the stockholders or 
not, fur they are not responsible for the failure of 
their bank. Their stock only is liable when their 
vaults are empty, and no man ever yet knew one 
cent of stock drawn upon for the payment of bank 
debts. No, sir; when a bank breaks the officers of 
the bank take possession of all the money, if there : 
happens to be any; the trustees divide out the obli- 
gations, held by the banks, to their bill-holders, and 
the deficiency and loss is borne by the good na~ 
tured and long suffering public. 

The second section prohibits the banks from 
issuing notes under twenty dollars. The banks are 
universally in favor of issuing small notes, because 
they can thereby more completely control the cur- 
rency of the country, and because they makea 
a much larger profiton them than on larger. ones, 
while the people generally are desirous of increas- 
ing the metallic circulation, and lessening that of 
paper. The restriction upon bank issues has not 
generally gone higher than to notes under five dol- 
lars. Iam aware that there is great difference of 
opinion on this subject; but, to give stability te our 
currency, to prevent sudden and great expansions 
and contractions of it, which experience has shown 
to be ruinous to the trade and business of the coun- 
try, no plan short of prohibiting paper altogether 
would be so effectual as to drive out of circulation 
all notes which, not being necessary for the con- 
ducting th? larger mercantile business, are thrown 
into the common circulation, and form the oaly 
medium for the retail trade, the marketing and. 
payment of the wages of labor. Remove this 
paper from the ci-culation, and its place would be 
immediately supplied by the gold and silver which 
is now Jocked up in the banks, and of which there 
is an abundance in the country. The people would 
be safer with a metallic currency to that extent, for 
it is the smaller notes which are most abundandy 
counterfeited and circulated among those least able 
to detect their character. I know the banks would 
lose a great profit which they now make upon 
their small notes, (a profit generally and truly esti- 
mated by bankers as not less than ten per cent.) 
but if such a restriction were to curtail their busi- 
ness, and confine it to what banking business was ori- 
ginally intended for; thatis, to aiding the exchanges 
and commerce of the country, it would render that 
business much more secure by preventing runs 
upon the banks; but whether the people of this Dis- 
trict are prepared to bave this restriction carried as 
high as twenty dollars, may, by some, be doubted. 
My own opinion is, that it might go higher, and 
thai here notes under- fifty dollars might be 
at once prohibited, because there is a sufficient 
abundance of gold and silver coin paid out yearly 
in this District to the people, to form a circulating 
medium for ten times the number of those who 
live, and twenty times the business transacted, 
here. There isnot, in truth, any want of banks 
of circulation in this District, (supposing they are 
wanted any where.) If I was legislating for any 
other part of the United States, 1 would not pro- 
bably carry the restriction so high in the first in- 
stance, for I think it unwise to make great and 
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sudden changes in the business concerns of the 
country, preferring always the light of experience 
tothe most plausible theory; but here Cam confi- 
dent a large majority of the people wish for such 
a restriction upon their banks, and prefer a hard 
money currency for their common and ordinary 
business, so that the same gradual change from 
five to twenty dollar notes, which wou'd be ne- 
cessaty elsewhere, would be altogether unnecessary 
here. 

The third section of my proposed substitue pro 
vides a speedy remedy against banks which may 
suspend or refuse payment ef their notes. Where- 
ever a bank is permitted, some soch previson of 
law is necessary; but it is more especially neces- 
sary in this District. In all other places where 
banks exist, the holderof a bank note has the 
same legal process to compel its payment, as he 
has on any other obligation. Not so here. So much 
under: the influence of the banks are the judges of 
this District, or so ignorant of their duty, that, in- 
stead of Jeaving the law to take its course against 
bankers, they enjoin all such proceedings. Yes, 
sir, if a poor laborer goes to a bank here, and de- 
mands payment on one of its note», and, on being 
refused, brings a suit before a justice of the peace, 
the bank applies to one of the District Judges, and 
an injunction issues, and the whole cost is thrown 
upon the poor fellow who has dared to sue a 
bank. Such proceedings are of record in this Dis- 
trict, and [bave expected to see articles of im- 
peachment sent here from the other part of this 
Capitol against the men who have darcd such gross 
violations of the right of citizens. 

The fourthsection authorizes appeals by bankers, 
when sued, where it shall appear that they have a 
good defence; and the fifth section gives the plaintiff 
an appeal, where the judgment of the justice may 
be against him. 

The sixth section prohibits the passing or receiv- 
ing any bank note ander tweniy collars, end a 
gives a penalty for breach of the prohibition, which 
is wholly to the use of the person suing for it, It 
is not sufficient in order to drive small notes out of 
circulation that the banks in this Disuiet should be 
prohibited from issuing them, for, if the law stops 
there, the noles from the surrounding Siats 
will flow in here and perpetuate the evil songht 
to be remedied. It is necessary, therefore, to 
prohibit their circulation, How is this to be done? 
Shall it be made an indictable offene.? Ifyou at- 
tempi this, your judges are bankers, your grand ju- 
rors are bankers, and your prosecuting attorney is, 
probably, a banker, or employed by bankers. There 
will be no chance of enforeing the law with such 
materials, and so it has turned out in practice. 
The States have passed laws prohibiting the circu- 
Jation of notes under five dollars; and I have an- 
derstood that such a law exisis kere, but it is 
evaded every where, for there is nobody to en- 
force it. I proposeto make it for the inicrest 
of every person to enlorce the Jaw by 
giving the penalty to whomsocver will sue for 
it The efect of such alaw will be to prevent 
every person from offering Such notes publicly in 
payment, and then they will cease to circulate. 
The only objection I can imagire azainst this pro- 
vision, from those who think with me thal all notes 
under twenty dollars should be driven from circu- 
lation is, that it would too mach interfere with pri- 
vate rights. To prohibit the sale of alesholic aud 
other poisons is admitted on all hands to be within 
the legilimete funciion of legislation. The principle 
is, that individuals must be restrained from such 
praciices as are injurious to the public welfare. It 
is en this ground that I support the priaciple con- 
tained in this secon. Adopt it, and the law will 
enforce itself, 

The next section of the proposed substitute pro- 
vides for the suppression of fraudulent banking, a 
provision as necessary to guard the public against 
the depredations of the chartered as the unchartered 
banks. If the people of this couu'ry were not, by 
the long use. of a paper mediam, become careless 
ofiis soundness,altogether inattentive to the meansor 
ability of those who issue it to redeem their promises, 
no such enactment would be necessary. A private 
citizen obtains credit on his written promise to pay 
money, either from his ability to fulfil such pronuises, 


prevent the person who possesses no quality enti:ling 
him to credit, but the latter from obtaining that 
credit on bis note; but a banking company, whether 
chartered or not, can stand upon no such ground of 
integrity and honor. Associated for the sole purpose 
of acquiring wealth, protected by their numbers 
and association from all moral responsibility, they 
look to the Jaw of the land only, and not to the law 
of conscience, to ascertain their privileges and their 
responsibilities; and it is a notorious fact that when 
a bank is torced to wind "p, the whole stock is lost 
to the stockholders, and the greater part of the 
notes in circulation to the public That the publie 
are much more liable to he defrauded by paper 
issued for purposes of mere gain than an individuals 
is, I think a sufficient reason why some such pro- 
vision should be engrafted into our laws. Such 
banking institutions have existed, have exploded in 
all parts of the country, have done so even in this 
District, and this law may, and probably would, 
have a strong tendency to prevent them in future. 

The next and last section repeals the law of 
1817, which prohibits both the discounting and is- 
suing of notes or bills, or any other securities, or- 
ders, or promises for the payment of money, by any 
unchartered banking company, or any association, 
partnership, or company of individuals, under a 
pehally of from one to five hundred dollars for 
each offence, and imprisonment from three to twelve 
months. And bere, Mr. President, I say frankly, 
that I consider this section as the most important 
part of my proposed amendment The other sec- 
tions propose some restrictions upon the business 
of banking, greater facilities for recovering elaims 
against bankers, end a necessary punishment for 
fraudaleat banking; but this section proposes to re- 
peal an unjust, odious, and, as I believe, unconsti- 
tutional monopoly—a monopoly alike injuricus to 
the public and to the monopolist». In this opinion, 
Ihave quite an unexpected support in the petition- 
ers themseives. I have before me ‘che remon- 
strance of the citizens of the District of Colambia, 
to the people of ths United Siates,” &c. against op- 
pressions, manifold and grievous, “suffered from 
the misrale of the now roling majority in © v- 
greas,” dated August, 1840. With the greater part 
of this collection of seurrilily and falsehood, put 
forth by the bankers of tkis District, I have 
no concern; but I notice the fact that, amongst 
all their “manifold and grievous oppressions,” 
the refusal of this body to adopt this 
very amendment of the law at the last 
session Stands most prominent and conspienous. 
They complain “tbat we suffer not only from the 
negative act of arefusal to continue the charters 
of those banks, or to license any other in their 
piace, but from the aggressive act of cutting up, 
root and braach, the whole trade and business of 
banking, in any form or under any modification 
whatever, in this District; that now the whole 
trade aud business cf banking, in all its modes and 
details, down even io the simple act of placing mo- 
ney on deposite in a bank vault, is declared posi- 
tively unlawful, and rigorously prohibited under 
grievous penalties of fine, forfeiture, and impri- 
sonment;” and they quote the act of 1817, which 
this section of the amendment proposes to repeal, 
as that aggressive actso much complained of; con- 
cluding this branch of their couiplaint with this res 
markable paragraph: 


incorporated banks; butto prohibit and exterminate that en- 
lire branch of business in every form and modification of it, 
never before entered the head of any sane and honest legista- 
tor, in such a state of society as the present. A law prohibit- 
ing the trade of a merchant, a carpenter, a bricklayer, tailor, or 
shoemakey, or the profession of Divinity, medicine, or law, 
wonld be neither more absurd, nor more contrary to natural jus- 
tice.” 

Such a declaration as this, coming fron: these 
District bankers and their friends, is worthy of 
great consideration. They acknowledge that, in 
asking us to revive their charters, they ask us to 
exert ‘a questionable strete of power; and to 
prohibit the’ trade of banking to all but incorpo- 
rated banks, they pronounce, iraly, to be ‘absurd, 
and contrary to natural justice.” Thus, all i have 
eonended for, stands acknowledged and conceded 
| by the petitioners themselves; and now, I trust, I 


or his character for integrity; and no law is needed to | 


“h was a sufficient and perhaps a questionable stretch of 
power to have confined the trade and business of banking to the ` 


shall no more hear their advocates in this Senate 
support the interest and claims of these bankers on 
grounds which they themselves repudiate as unte- 
nable. 

No reason has been given for continuing the re- 
strictive law of 1817—no justification of its absurd 
injustice is even attempted. Can it be thata majo- 
rity of this Senate will sanction the continuance of 
a law, in support of which no reason can be given 
by its firmest supporters? which even the bankers 
themselves declare to be “absurd, and contrary to 
natural justice?” 

That banks ean be established in credit and busi- 
ness, and get iheir paper in extensive circulation 
without chariers, is proved by experience, that best 
guide in political affairs. Several, I think most of 
the banks here, first commenced business without 
charters, (for until 1847 this was not unlawful.) 
They were conducted in such manneras to gain pub- 
lie confidence; their paper was in as good credit; it 
circulated as extensively as since that time. I wish 
to restore them—to place them as they stood when 
relying on their own characters, without any excelu- 
sive privilege, and without exemption from liabili- 
ty for their debts: they were in prosperous circum- 
stances. Willany Senator say that banks cannot 
do business in that way? Here is fact against his 
theory—here were sound, unchartered banks. How 
has it been since the law of 18172 how isit now? 
They dare not issue their own paper—their credit 
is gone; and they come here asking, with a renewal 
of their charters, the privilege of using the paper of 
the Chesapeake and Oaio Canal Company; paper 
which never can be, and is not ever expected to be, 
redeemed. 

S-ephen Girard also established a bank without 
asking for a charter. By the side of the United 
States States Bank, it obtained equal credit and 
equal confidence; its bills circulated as widely, and 
were as much sought for, for remittances from the 
West to the Atlantic cities. Jt was kaown that he 
was able to redeem his paper; ke had a well esta- 
blishe | reputation for honest and fair dealing. This 
was the foundation of his eredit, and the true se- 
cret of his prosperity—a foundation for credit, I 
submit to the Senate, as infinitely more safe and 
stable than to hedpe reund the individual or cor- 
porate banker with the machinery of penal laws. 
in all parts of’ the Union banks have been esta- 
blisked witheut charters, and have found no dift- 
culty in obtaining business; few or none of them 
have continued without, auy longer than until they 
could oblain charters. Tois solicitude to obtain 
charters has never been because charters were 
necessary to cnable them to do business, but because 
charters gave them advantages and exemptions 
from liability which were denied by the legis- 
lation of the country to all other kinds of bu- 
siness. Individuals are rare who have virtue 
to refuse power over their fellow men; to look for 
such forbearance in companies would be folly, 

Are these restraining laws to confine the busi. 
ness of banking to a favored few, necessary for the 
protection of the people against imposition? Are 
not the people capable of judging for themselves 
whom they will trus? You do not undertake to 
guard the public judgment by penal laws in any 
other business, and why in this? No answer to this 
question has been given, and none can be given. 
We are as capable of judging correctly what banks 
we will trast with our property for their notes, as 
we are of judging what individual we will trust on 
his promissory note; and there isas much reason, 
as mach necessity, for the interference of the law 
in the latter as the former cate, 

The chairman of the Committee on the District 
has said that the people of the District are petition- 
ers for the revival of these bank charters; and he 
speaks of the desolation which has befallen them in 
consequence of being without chartered banks. 
My information on this subject differs widely from 
the Senator’s picture. It is stated un good autho- 
rity that since the bank charters in this District were 
permitted to expire, there has been a time of unu 
sual prosperity in all the business carried on here, 
excepting only the banking business; there have 
been mere new buildings erected during the last 
season than in any season before, and there have 
been greater additions to the population of the Dis- 
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trict; and. no -wantof money by those who had either 
industry to labor for it, or commodities to pur- 
chase. it. 

But the people of this District do not want these 
banks revived. ‘They are not anxious to recom- 
mence the payment of an onerous tax to these 
companies; they get along very well without them. 
If it were not so—if they wanted the revival of 
tfiese charters, why do they not say so? Why do 
they not petition? There are about sixteen thou- 
sand adult males in this District. About two hun- 
dred of them have petitioned for a revival of these 
bank charters. Two hundred! With a!l the means 
and appliances of the bankers, they have not been 
able to get more than a small proportion of peti- 
tioners! Are not these facts conclusive that the 
people of this Distriet do not want banks? These 
money changers, calling themselves the people of 
this District, remind me of Robespierrer he spoke 


in the name of the people of France; he called ` 


himself rum prope; and he was the people, as 
these bankers are. the people of the District. The 
rule cf these is as despotic, as grasping, as was 
his. There is this difference, however: Robespierre 
sought power, and used it for the preservation of 


publie liberty; be had nothing mean, sordid, and _ 


selfish, in bis aspirations: 

Mr. President, I entreat Senators to consider the 
position they occupy in public estimation, when 
acting upon this subject. It has been said, and it 
is believed, that the borrower is tke servant or 
yather slave of the lender. X has been known that 
members of Congress, in times past, were greatly 
indebted to the late Bank of the United States; 
and though the names of those debtors were sup- 
pressed, it was a very general opinion that the 
bill for rechartering that bank. was passed by a 
Congress of debtors to the bank. . Fortunately for 
the country, it was vetoed by aiman who could not 
be corrupied. In the last report made to the 
House of Representatives, it appears that members 
of Congress were indebted to the banks in this Dis- 
trict $87,600. The sani is not probably decreased 
since. I presume that no part of it is due from 
any member of this body; for surely no Senator 
would vote where he was directly interesied. To 
revive and prolong these charters is asked for, that 
the banks may give time to their d:btors. A man in- 
debited to the banks, and voting to extend their 
charters, votes to give himself an extension of time 
to pay what he owes them. I will not impute cor- 
ruption to any member of this body. J will not 
suppose that debtors to the banks here are passing 
a law for their own benefit. Courtesy forbids this 
supposition. But what will the people think, who 
do not know your stern and unyielding integrity as 
wellas I do. There is danger, sir, very great 
danger, that the character of this body will suffer; 
that the people, who see what passes here—who 
note the zeal which sustains the claims of the bank- 
érs, and that, too, of men who profess to be Demo- 
crais—who profess to consider, as their first duty, 
a sacred regard to the rights of all—whose leading 
axiom is, that legislation, to be just, must be equal. 
There is danger, I say, that the Senate will not 
Jong retain that high and commanding station it 
formerly beld m the estimation of the people; but 
will sink to the contempt that awaits the slaves of 
corruption, 

What is thought and said of the Legislature of 
Alabamwa—as pare a body of men, probably, as 
this Senate—since it has been published to the 
world that a majority of the members of that body 
are indebied to the banks in sums eqial to seven 
or eight hundred thousand dollars? tias not some 
special acts of favor towards the banks been wni- 
versally looked for from that body? { know none 
of the gentlemen composing that assembly, and I 
would-not throw suspicion on their purity, but it is 
to be lamented that they have placed themselves in 
so inauspicious a light to their country. 

Mr. President, we are under a bank govern- 
ment; not merely by means of loans to legislators 
is that government sustained, but the control of the 
circulating medium of the country has given ita 
commanding influence in all the States.. We have 
seen the banks hold conventions to consult and de- 
termine whether they shall longer continue to re- 
gard their contracts, or treat them as of no. moral 
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obligation; and whenever they have ‘concluded to 
disregard them, and bave refused the payment of 
their just and acknowledged debts, they have al- 
ways found the Legislature of the State obsequious 
enough to their wishes to sanction such refusal. 
Untii recently it has been usual to suspend the laws 
for thé coliection of debts against suspended banks. 
The obligations of all other citizens than the 
bankers are left to be collected by the usual course 
of law. With them, their convenience is permit- 
ted to contro] all law and all moral. principle. - I 
would change this course; and, as one great means 
of changing it, I propose to separate, entirely and 
forever, the Government from the banks. The al- 
liance between ihem has long existed, to the great 
injary of both. The banks have acquired power 
and influence to overawe and control their needy 
associate; butin gaining this power and influence, 
they have played a desperate game, and are, now 
breaking down with the exhausting results of that 
unnatural connection. Let them stand on the same 
level of equal protection with all other occupations, 
and they would have no more power than the other 
occupations have. With their exclusive privi- 
leges, their exclusive power and influence would de- 
part, to return no more. Ff the banks lose, by this 
Operation, somewhat in profit, they would gain in 
soundness. in character, and real stability and use- 
fulness. Whether my proposed change of system 
be adopted or not at this time, is not of so much 
consequence as that the subject should be understood. 
Reform will surely follow a thorough knowledge of 
our bankiog system. If I shall be found to have 
contributed something to accelerate this reform, I 
suall be satisfied. 


PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION BILL. 


SPEECH OF MR. HUBBARD, 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, g 
In Senate, Tuesday, February 2, 1844. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in faver of seitlerg on te public 
lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate theSame, and 
raise a log cabin thereon, was taken upgthe question 
being on the motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN to recom- 
mit the bill, with instructions to report a bill for the 
distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands among the States, which Mr. Younc had 
proposed to amend by a motion to substitute for it 
the bill of Mr. Caunoun, proposing to cede the 
lands to the States within which they lie, upon cer- 
tain conditions. 

Mr. HUBBARD addressed 
lows: 

Mr. Presipent: } had not intended, until recent- 
ly, to have addressed ihe Senate upon the impor- 
tant questions now presented for their consideration. 
It will be recollected that, at the last session of 
Congress, in a speech which I then delivered upon 
the assumption of the State debts, I give, some- 
what at length, my views upon the subject of dis- 
tributing the revenue of the Government among 
the States, I was then opposed to the whole pro- 
ject. Tregarded it es an open, flagrant violation of 
the Coustitution—as subversive of the true inte- 
rests of the people. Subsequent reflection has only 
confirmed the views then expressed; and [had no 


the Senate as fol- 


-intention of again entering upon the field of debate 


in relation to the questions involved in this discus- 
sion, until Theard the arguments in favor of the 
contemplated distribution of that portion of the re- 
venue. derived from the sales of the public lands. 
I must say that I gave to the honorable Senators in 
the opposition, and to their arguments, the most 
profound attention. Iwas anxious to hear what 
could be said either in favor of the constitutionality 
or of the expediency of this measure. And, sir, i 
have been privileged to hear all that ingenuity and 
learning, all that argument and ability could bring 
to its aid; and I must say that I yet remain uncon- 
vinced and unconverted. The distinguished Sena- 
tors from Kentucky and Massachusetts have not 
been able to satisfy my mind ihat Congress bas any 
more power, under the Constitution, to distribute 
the revenue derived from the lands than it has to 
distribute any other portion of the public means, 
This subject, during the late Presidential canvass, 


a most prominent topic. with the stump-ọrators: 


were active to put out.this and to put in another. 
Administration. This was- the promised. measure 
hich 


of relief. - It was this distribution sehen 


was to give life, vigor, and strength to. the bus mess: my 


of the country... It was this which was.to1 i 
the embarrassments of the. times, to reanimate the: 


hopes, and to give confidence and. support to, the. 


people. It was urged as the favorite plan and ap- 
proved purpose of those who are now coming into 
power. It was contended that the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands rightfully belonged to the 
respective States; and it was unceasingly urged, by. 
way of objection tothe present Administration, that 
its friends were known to be opposed te this whole. 
policy. I recollect well these things. I was no, 
stranger to these events—to the various charges 
made against the Administration.. 

That was a contest of unusual violence and acs 
tivity; and I rejoice that, at this early day--so soon 
after the termination of that contest—this self-same 
subject is brought before the Senate of the United 


States; that the people, notwithstanding what they , 


then heard from party politicians touching this sube 
ject, will ke now privileged to read and consider all 
that its most able advocates and friends can adduce 
in its favor, as well as what may be said against‘it. 
The whole ground will be examined; the. reasons 
for and against the measure will be understood: 
and, reposing, as I do, entire confidence in the. in» 
telligence and virtue of the American people, I 
have no doubt what-will be their ultimate judg- 
ment. 

I am perfectly certain that I cannot be mistaken 
‘in the sentiments of the people of my own State, 
in relation to this question, They. have been re~ 
cently promulgated through her Legislature, and 
I am happy to add, that in communicating to the 
Senate my own views, as I purpose to do, I shall 


but declare the wishes, the feelings, and opinions 


of the people of New Hampshire. . oe ee 
Before proceeding further, may I not be per- 
mitted to urge upon the Senate gravely to consi- 
der what, atthe present time, is the’posture of.our 
public affairs—of.our foreigh relations—of the 
condition and state of our beloved. country? And 
I would ask, is it fit. that the Senate of the United 
States should, at a time like this, be deliberating 
whether any portion of our public revenues, our na- 
tional means, should be abstracted for any but for 
public use? In the face of an empty Treasury, 
and with a strong probability that, before the 
close of -the next Administration, we may be in- 
volved in a war with one of the most powerful na- 
tions in christendom, is it the part of.wisdom for 
the Senate to be deliberating upon a propostion of 
dividing among the States. five millions of the ac- 
cruing revenue, when our whole maritime frontier 
from Maine to Florida is withont the means of de- 
fence? when our fortresses are without men and 
without arms? At a time like this, while Ports~ 


mouth, Boston, New. York, and Philadelphia, are _ 


exposed to the attacks of any enemy; while our 
inland frontier is utterly defenceless, as-not to be 
able to resist the incursions of the ruthless. savage; 
we are seriously debating. the question of ab- 
stractiog from the public use a portion of the 
public revenue. -Can this be judicious? _ Is it eviv 
dence of that forecast, prudence, and discretion, 
which ought to characterize the American Con- 
gress? No sir,no. The time has come when it 
becomes usto pause and consider well our ways 
and means. The news of the morning cannot 
be calculated to quiet out apprehensions. Certain 
it is, that it should not fail to excite our ‘diligence. 
News showing the complete: and triumphant. suc- 
cess of the armies of -Great Britain in. China— 
news showing that she is now omnipotent in India. 
“Nor has the British arms been attended with less 
success in Africa, for Mehemet Ali seems now but 
a British vassal.” JM 

Possibly these events “may have no unfavorable 
effect upon the pending questions between this 
country and Great Britain,” but it seems to me 
ihat they will not tend to accelerate the adjustment 
of the matiers in controversy. I fully concur in 
the patriotic sentiments recently communicated. to 


“the Legislature of Massachusetts by the present 
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jn controversy between the two Governments have 
already been delayed too long; and I am unable to 
discover any disposition on the part of the British. 
Government to bring them to.any amicable arrange- 
ment. And it seems to me not very improbable, 
that her recent triumphs in India may induce her to 
insist upon her claims upon this side of the Atlan- 
tic with more pertinacity—claims which, if admitted, 
will not only affect the interest, but will disturb the 
peace and harmony of the State which I have the 
honor in part to represent. All I have to say is, 


. that; in view of these matters, it cannot be the part 


of wisdom to’ be scattering to the winds of Heaven 
the very means required to put the country in a 
state of defence—to abstract from the Treasury 
that portion of the public revenues upon which we 
can only rely with confidence in a state of war. 
No, sir; let us, at a time like this, husband all our 
resources; let us, at a time like this, when peace is 
within our borders, be prepared for the last resort 
of nations; let us not exhibit the extraordinary and 
unpatriotic spectacle of deliberating, at this end of 
the Capitol, about distributing the public revenue, 
while, at the other end, the Administration is taunt- 
ed, not only with an exhausted Treasury, but even 
with having involved the country in a forty millions 
debt; and thus charged by the political friends ‘of 
those who, on this Aoor, now propose to divideamong 
the States the small means we have. This is no 
skeich of fancy, but matter of fact. I hope, sir, to 
be excused for this departure from my subject—for 
this course of remark. It has been indulged in. for 
no other purpose but to show forth the true charac- 
ter of the proposition now before the Senate, and to 
show further, that at this eventful period of our his- 
tory, it ought not to receive the deliberate considera- 
tion of this assembly. I will, however, proceed to 
discuss the nature and effect of the pending motion. 
The honorable Senator from Kentucky [Mr. CRIT- 
TENDEN] has submitted an amendment to the pre- 
emption bill. The direct object of his amendment 
is to effect a distribution among the States of that 
portion of the revenue derived from the sales of the 
public lands; and is it not somewhat strange that 
the Senator has proposed his amendment? Certain 


if is that it has no connection with the pre-emption 


measure—it has no affinity with that policy—it is 
an entirely different subject matter. The pre- 
emption bill reported from the Committee on Pub- 
Jic Lands looks to the convenience, the interests, 
the rights, of actual settlers. It seeks to encourage 
the settlement of the public domain; it proposes no 
diminution in the price of the lands; it does not 
contemplate any abstraction from the Treasury of 
any part of thepublic revenue, or any reduction of 
receipts; but so far from it, while it seeks to pro- 
tect the honest settler, it sustains also, in good faith, 
the interests of the public. These are among the 
objects of the pre-emption bill. True it is, that it 
has been charged with being a bill to squander and 
to waste the public domain. True it is that it has 
been charged as fraught with all manner of evils. 
But these charges are, in my judgment, without 
foundation. The policy of this measure, and the 
objections made to it, I have, on a former occasion 
doring the session, attempted to sustain and to an- 
swer. ButI again ask, why has the amendment 
been brought forward, unless to defeat the pre- 
emption bili? The Senator from Kentucky most 
remote from me, [Mr. Cray,] said that if the pre- 
emption and the graduation bills were abandoned, 
his colleague would withdraw at once his amend- 
mentl The Senator does not seem to anticipate 
that the amendment can become a law at this ses- 
sion; but he looks upon it as a means of defeating 
the pre-emption measure. Now, sir, I am in favor 
of the Jaiter. I hope no proposition will be sus- 
tained which will prevent its passage. In my 
judgment, it is founded on justice and right, and 
well deserves the support of the Senate. Eut I have 
felt somewhat surprised that the Senator from Ken- 
tucky-~a distinguished member of the party soon 
to come into power—should have brought forward 
this proposition at this. embarrassed state and con- 
dition of the public Treasury. 
The Secretary, in his annual report upon the 
finances, presented to the Senate at the commence- 
ment of the present session of Congress, estimates 
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the ordinary available means for the year 1841 al 
$24,723,473, and the disbursements for the same 
year at $23,899,200, leaving in the Treasury at the 
close of the present year only $824,273 subject to 
draft. And with atull knowledge of these facts, 
the Senator brings forward his amendment. Cer- 
tain it is that he could not have offered it at a more 
inauspicious, at a more unfavorable period of time. 
At the very moment the friends of the present 
Administration are endeavoring to provide the ne- 
cessary means to sustain the Government for the 
current year, those opposed, in the language of 
one of our public journals, 

“Are preparing to squander among the States that portion of 
therevenue derived from the public lands, The annual in 
come from this source will average $3,500,000, and if given to 
the States, will make also a deficiency in the revenue of 
the Federal Government of $3,500,000; and from the manner 


in which the public land question is generally discussed, one 
would imagine that the people who pay the State debts, and 


‘those who support the Federal Government, are not one and the 


same; and, therefore, all that cam bo diverted from the latter is 
so much made. The fact is, that the revenue of the Federal 
Government is to be paid by the whole people in the most eco- 
nomical way possible. The proceeds of the public lands take 
nothing out of the pockets of the people, although when ap- 
plied to the uses of the Government, that is kept out which 
otherwise would flow in. A revenue from duties is adirect 
tax uponevery consumer of imported goods, and Jevied in the 
most expensive manner. The less there is raised in this man- 
ner, therefore, the better. If the proceeds of the lands are ap- 
propriated to the payment of the debts due by the people as 
States, a tax, in the shape of duties, must be laid to raise the 
same amount, to pay the debts due by the people as a Federal 
Union. The same amount of money must be paid. in either 
case—-with this difference: that, as the proceeds of the public 
lands are now applied, they go in the most economical way to 
their proper object. Whereas, if they are given to the States, 
they will come into the hands of speculators, and will be sqnan- 
dered away, stimulating new debts, and leading to new taxes.” 


The sentiments above expressed are sound, 
statesmanlike, and patriotic. Their truth will be 
known; their moral force must be felt and acknow- 
ledged. 

This is no time to agitate the question, It is pro- 
posed by its friends, that it shall not go into opera- 
tion until January, 1842, What may be the con- 
dition of the Treasury at that time cannot be cer- 
tainly known; but sure I am, that the best friends 
of the policy in this Senate would not desire to see 
the proposition become a law at this session. Be- 
fore such a project should find favor with any one, 
the means to supply the deficiency should be pro- 
vided. If its friends wish to carry out this poliey 
of distribution—if they desire to preserve the 
appearance of ordinary justice—they should take 
the occasion to enforce their project when the 
Treasury is overflowing—when more means are 
possessed than are wanted—when, in fact, we have 
a surplus revenue. Mr. President, I represent a 
non-debtor State, and under no circumstances could 
the proposition find favor with me. 

It is contended that a distribution of that portion 
of the revenue from the public lands ought to be, 
made, because such proceeds rightfully belong to 
the States as separate and independent communi- 
ties; that, by the deeds of cession, an obligation is 
imposed upon Congress to distribute the avails 
among the respective States, as the lands were ex- 
pressly ceded to the United States for the exclusive 
use and benefit of the States; that the provision of 
the Constitution giving authority to Congress to 
dispose of the territory of the United States includes 
necessarily the power of distribution, and that it 
would be a proper exercise of the discretion invest- 
ed in Congress over this whole subject to make the 
distribution. In the course of the argument it has 
been conceded that these lands were pledged for the 
payment of the debt of the Revolution; and it is 
said that, as that debt has been satisfied, they can 
no longer be withheld from the States. There 
seem to be somestrange and very erroneous opi- 
nions entertained with reference to the rights of the 
States, and to the power of the General Govern- 
ment, over that part of the public domain acquired 
by the deeds of cession; and we must look into 
those deeds in order to ascertain the rights of the 
parties, for this may now be regarded as aclaim 
set up by the respective States, against the 
far as it respects the 
lands embraced in those conveyances. Now, it will 
be found that, by the terms of the cession, thé lands 
conveyed were not charged with the payment of the 
debt of the Revoluion. There.is notto be found a 
word or a sentence favoring any sugh idea. But, 
were itso, there is an objection which presents 


Senate. 


itself at once against the distribution as proposed, 
because the debt of the Revolution remains undis- 
charged. At this very period of our history there 
is annually drawn from the Treasury, for the pay- 
ment of the pensions granted for military service 
in the Revolution, a sum equal to the average an- 
nual proceeds from the sales of the public lands. 
But let us look into the record—-let us examine the 
deeds of cession, and see what sort of title was con- 
veyed thereby to the United States. It is perfectly 
true, as the Senator from Kentucky has remarked, 
that the Confederacy derived no essential benefit 
from any of the deeds of cession, except feom that 
executed by the State of Virginia. As early as 
1780, New York (I suppose very magnanimously) 
made what was then stated to be a large cession of 
her domaih to the United States. But I could have 
wished that the Senator from New. York, who has 
addressed the Senate upon this subject, had inform- 
ed us where those lands were situated.” If Iam 
able to esmprehend the description contained 
in her deed of cession, the lands lying west 
of the straits of Niagara are within the do- 
minions of her Majesty, Queen Victoria. Mas- 
sachusetts also, in terms, conveyed to the United 
States the same territory described in the deed of 
cession from New York. From their conveyance 
the United States have derived no pecuniary aid. 
It is possible that they may have contributed to the 
arrangement of the western boundary between the 
United States and the provinces of Canada, as es- 
tablished by the treaty of peace in 1783. The 
terms of all these deeds of cession were essentially 
the same. I have made the subjoined extract from 
that executed by Virginia: 

“Phat all the lands within the territory so ceded to the United 
States, shall be considered as a common fund for the use and 
benefit ofsuch of the United States as have become, or shall be- 
come, members of the Confederation or Federal alliance of the 
said States, Virginia inclusive, according to their usual respec- 
tive proportions in the general charge and expenditure, and 
shall be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that purpose 
and for no other use or purpose whatsoever,” 

If the State of Virginia had any estate in the 
lands to grant, it was clearly conveyed to the 
United States by the deed, who were as clearly en- 
titled to hold the interest thus transferred. There 
was no reservation qualifying the right of the 
United States under this deed, except what is con- 
tained in the foregoing extract. And it is from 
this paragraph alone that it has been heretofore 
contended, and in the course of the debate again 
urged, that is derived the rights of the separate 
States to the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands—that from this clause in the deed of cession 
is inferred the obligation which it is alleged rests 
upon Congress to make distribution of the avails 
of the Jands among the respective States. It is 
from this extract that the friends of the measure 
contend that the lands were granted to the United 
States for the sole use and benefit of the cestni que 
trust—the separate States. These are most extra- 
ordinary positions, wholly unsustained, in m. 
judgment, by the terms of the deed. It would be 
difficult to find language which could be used with 
more appropriateness to create an absolute estate in 
the United States. 

Notwithstanding, itis contended that the United 
States were made the trustees of the several States. 
That all the beneficial interest was reserved to ihe 
States as independent eommunities. Certain the 
fact is, that the United States either acquired by 
this deed of cession an absolute fee simple estate 
to the lands described, or else it became the mere 
trustee to hold the lands, for the exclusive use and 
benefit of the cestui que trust the individual 
States. If the latter, then it is absurd to contend 
that the United Siates might hold these lands until 
the debt of the Revolution was paid. There is no 
such authority given by the deed. Congress had 
no discretion—no power whatever over these lands, 
(if the doctrine contended for upon the other side 
be correst) but to dispose of them for the sole use 
of the States. From the moment the seal was put 
to the paper—from the moment Congress accepted 
the deeds—it must follow, (according to the views 
of some of the Senate) that every dollar which has 
come into the public Treasury from these ‘lands 
has hitherto been applied, without right and with 
out authority, to the public use—that all such pro 
ceede should, from the commencement of the Go 
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vernment, have been distributed to the States in 
the ratio preseribed. Sir, this will not do. The 
doctrine contended jor, on the other side, involves 
its advocates in too much difficulty. There is no 
mystery in this whole matter; nor is there, in my 
judgment, any ambiguity in the deeds ‘of cession. 
And [should like to find,in the debates of the Conti- 
tinental Congress, any authority for the assumption 
“that these, lands were not ceded to the United States,to 
constitute a common fund for their use and benefit. 
I should like to have some Senatcr in the Opposi- 
tion show mea line or a letter, in the history of 
that period, sanctioning the idea that the States of 
the Confederacy bad the right to claim the avails 
of the public lands to the prejudice of the Con- 
federacy. The history of the times gives no au- 
thority for such a position—and the deeds them- 
selves give no authority for such a position. The 
grant was made to the United States, to constitute 
acommon fund; and for what? For the use and 
benefit of such of the United States as may be- 
come members of the Federal alliance, Virginia 
inclusive, according to their usual- respective pro- 
portions in the general charge and expenditure. 

Now, sir, mark the expressions. ‘The grant was 
madé to the United States. This was the style 
given by the first article of the Confederation to 
the Confederacy of States, and what then com- 
posed the United States—those States which had be- 
come members of the Federal alliance, including Vir- 
ginta, Andby the same Articles of Confederation 
other States might be formed aad admitted mem- 
bers of the Confederacy; and upon any such oc- 
currence, the States. thus added to the alliance were 
also made part of the United States. Virginia then, 
by her deed, conveyed to all the States by the name 
and style of the United States, a portion of her do- 
main, for the purpose of constituting a common 
fund for the use and benefit of all such States, ac- 
cording to their respective proportions in the gene- 
ral charge and expenditure—an expression perfect- 
ly well understood at that time. The deed con- 
tained no direction to divide among the States the 
proceeds of the land, but such proceeds were to 
remain a common fund for their general use. 

The object must have been, in thus granting this 
large tract of unsettled country, clearly to confine 
the applications of the proceeds to the public use. 
To direct that in all time to come, the avails should 
go to defray the expenses and charges of the Con- 
federacy—-that they should not be granted. with- 
out price—that the Siates then members of the Fe- 
deral alliance should practically derive a benefit in 
the sale and disposition of these lands by the United 
States, in fair and just proportion te their part in 
the general charge 2nd expenditure. The United 
States were to hofd the laads, and they were to 
constitute a common fund for the use and benefit 
of the whole Confederacy. It was the object of 
Virginia, in making the grant,to provide a com- 
mon fund. It was the anxious wish and the con- 
stant and earnest request of Congress, that these 
cessions should be made,so that a common fand 
might thereby be provided for the use and benefit 
of allthe States. If the purpose could have been 
such as is contended for, would the deeds have been 
thus drawn? If the cessions had been for the 
use and benefit of the respective States as indepen- 
dent communities, would not the nature of the trust 
and the use been clearly expressed? It seems to 
me to be idle to contend that by these deeds aa ob- 
ligation is iraposed upon Congress to divide the 
proceeds of the lands among the States. And this 
must be maintained, or else the deeds of cession 
must be wholly excluded. Let us look a little fur- 
ther into these deeds. It will be recollected, at the 
time these grants were made, Congress did not pos- 
sess the power, under the Articles of Confederation, 
to impose taxes upon the States. That was done 
by the States themseives. The States then mem- 
bers, and those which might afterwards become 
members of the Federal alliance, were to derive a 
benefit in the proceeds of the public lands- accord- 
ing to their respective propertions in the general 
charge and expenditure. The United States could 
not, according to the deeds, appropriate the avails 
of the public lands to relieve any one State from 
its embarrassment, nor could it appropriate the 


avails for the exclusive benefit of any particu- - 


lar number of the States. No. Congress was 
bound to apply the avails for the common be- 
nefit of all; and each were to derive a benefit in 
proportion to its charge and expenditure. This 
was all the benefit reserved in the deeds for the re- 
spestive States; and the proportion of the States in 
the general charge and expenditure was a matter 
perfectly well understood at that period of our his- 
tory. By the eighth article of the Confederation— 
_ “All charges of war, and ail other expenses that shall be 
incurred for the common defence or general welfare, and allow- 
ed by the United States in Congress assembied, shall be de- 
frayed out of acommon Treasury, which shail be supplied hy 
the ‘several States in proportion to the value of all land 
within each State granted to or surveyed for any person, as 
such land and the buildings and improvements thereon 
shall be estimated, according to such mode asthe United States 
in onerem assembled shall from time to time direct and ap- 
vint. 

p “The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied 
by the authority and direction of the Legislatures ofthe several 
States, within the time agreed upon by the United States in Con- 
gress assembled,” 

And during the existence of the Confederation 
was not this provision of the deeds fully answered. 
Could it have been otherwise? If a million of dol- 
lars had been received from the sales of the public 
lands—wonld it have not been deposited in the 
public Treasury; and must not Virginia bave ne- 
cessarily derived a benefit from such a receipt ac- 
cording to her proportion in the general charge and 
expenditure? Suppose that enough had been re- 
ceived in any one year from the lands to have paid 
all the expenses of the Government, would not the 
States have been benefited in the exact proportion 
mentioned in the ded, according to the Articles of 
Confederation. Would not Virginia have been 
relieved from her contribution for any sech 
year? And would not New Hampshire 
have been in like manner relieved? These 
States were ail represented in the then Con- 
gress of the United States, and all the revenue de- 
rived from the sales of the public lands during the 
continuance of the Confederation enured to the 
benefit of the States, according to their. respective 
proportion in the general charge and expenditure. 
The terms of the grant then were literally ful- 
filled, And so it has been since the adoption of the 
Constitution. Our revenues are now derived from 
customs as well as from lands. But suppose that 
the import system were abolished, and a direct tax 
upon property were to be imposed in order to sup- 
ply a revenue for the support of Government. It 
would be apportioned among the States according 
to their representation. But instead of a direct 
tax, let us suppose the whole revenue necessary 
for the support of Government for a single year 
were derived from the sales of the public lands, 
would it not follow that the States would be benefited 
according to their respective proportionsin the gene- 
ral charge and expenditure? It does not seem to 
me to admit of a question, thatthe great object in 
obtaining these cessions, and that the great object 
in making these sessions to the United States, were 
for the purpose of providing a common fund for 
the use and benefitof all the States—that this pur- 
pose has been most faithfuliy exeeuted—and that 
a distribution among the States of the proceeds of 
lands would defeat the very object of the grantors 
as well as the grantees—because such a distri- 
bution would clearly add to the burdens of the 
people. The objecis in obtaining these grants were 
revenue-——were pecuniary means, to be applied for 
the benefit of the whole Union. As Ihave before 
said, if the deeds of cession impose the obligation 
upoa Congress to distribute among the States the 
avails, such avails could not, at any time of our 
history, have been applied in good faith for public 
purposes. The proceeds either belonged to the 
United States or to the States. If the United States 
are the trusiees of the Siates, then Congress is 
bound to collect its revenue from imports, or by 
direct taxation, and the proceeds of the lands 
should goat once to the States. Thisis denied. 
The crigin of these cessions gives to them their 
character and purpose. 

‘The history of the events of the Revolution in 
relation to this subject, cannet fail to give much 
valuable instruction. The articles of confedera- 
tion were proposed as early as November, 1777; 
those States which had not within their limits any 
ungranted lands, felt a strong jealousy of the pow- 


er and influence of those States which had unlimit- 
ed grants of territory. That feeling long prevent- 
ed the adoption of the Articles of Confederation, 
and not until late in 1778 were they assented . to. by 
my own State, and by the State of New Jersey, 
notwithstanding the earnest and pressing solicitude 
of Congress, declaring that “this salutary measure, 
ihe Confederation, can no longer be delayed;” ‘yet it 
did not readily receive the sanction of. the States, 
It was then declared as essential to our very exist- 
ence as a free people, and without it we may ‘soon 
be constrained to bid adieu to independence, to- li- 
berty, and safety. And it. was urged upon the 
States “under a conviction of uniting all our res 
sources and all our strength to maintain and defend 
our common liberties.” Such appeals had the. des 
sired effect, and finally induced the ratification of 
the articles by the requisite majority of the States. 
But the feeling then entertained by many of. the 
States was manifested by the representation of New 
Jersey, as subjoined: 


“The ninth article provides, that no State shall be deprived of 
territory for the benefit of the United States: whether we are to 
understand, that by territory isintended any land, the property 
of which washeretofore vested in the crown of Great Britain; 
or, that no mention of such land is made in the Confederation, 
we are constrained to observe that the present war, as we al- 
ways apprehended, was undertaken for the general defence and 
interest of the confederating colonies, now the United States: It 
was even the confident expectation of this State, that thé benefits 
derived from a successiul contest were to be general and XO- 
portionate; and that the preperty ofthe common enemy, falling 
in eonsequence of a prosperous issue of thé war, would belong 
to the United States, and be appropriated to their use. We are 
therefore greatly disappointed in finding no proviaston made in 
the Confederation for empoweri ig the Congress to dispose of 
such property, but especially the vacant and impatented: lands, 
commonly called the crown lands, for defraying the expenses of 
the war, and for such other public and general purposes: The 
jurisdiction ought, in every instance, to belong to the respective 
States within the charter or determined limits of which such 
lands may be seated; but reason and justice must decide that the 
property which existed in the crown of Great Britain previous 
to the present Revolution, ought now to belong to the eal Sard 
in trust for the use and benefit of the United States.. They have 
fought and bled for it in proportion totheir respective abilities, 
and therefore the reward ought not to be predilectionally distri» 
buted. Shall such States as. are shut owt by situation from ” 
availing themselves of the Jaast advantage from this quarter, be 
Jeft to sink under an enormous debt, whilst others are enabled 
in a short period, to replace all their expenditures from the har | 
earnings of the whole Confederac: : pi 


This was a common sentiment, founded in im- 
mutable justice—in the nature and fitness'of things, 
and so strong and so deep was it impressed upon 
the public mind, that it would have been a. vain 
effort to have resisted its influence. 

Congress, on the sixth of September, 1780, in its 
recommendation to the States, resolved that “it ap- 
pears advisable to press upon those States, which 
can remove the embarrassment respecting. the 
Western country, a liberal surrender ofa portion 
of her territorial claims, since they cannot be. pre- 
served entire without endangering the stability of 
the general Confederacy. ‘To remind them how in- 
dispensably necessary it is to establish a Federal 
Union on afixed and permanent basis, and on 
principles acceptable to all its respective members; 
how essential to public peace and confidence in 
support of au army; to the vigor of our councils, 
and succers of our measures; to our tranquillity at 
home; te our reputation abroad; zo our very exist- 
ence ‘as a free, sovereign, and independent people.” — 

And in perfect accordance with the general senti- 
ment contained in the preceding resolutions of 
Congress, we find that, on the 10th of October, 
1780, Congress resolved “that the unappropriated 
lands that may be ceded or relinguished to. the 
United States by any particular Siate, pursuant to 
the recommendation of Congress of the 6th Sep- 
tember last, shall be disposed. of for the common bene- 
fit of the United States.” How idle, then, to con- 
tend that by these very deeds of cession an obliga- 
tion is imposed upon Congress to-divide among the 
States the revenue derived from the lands, thus in- 
creasing the burdens which it was intended thereby 
to lessen? ` 

The State of New York bad, previous to this 
proceeding of the Continental Congress, passed a 
law to make a cession of a portion of her lands. 
Virginia did the same early in the following year. 
And Jong after the passage of the act by the Legis- 
lature of Virginia, giving authority to make the 
desired cession to the United States, and at a time 
when the defects of the system of confederation 
had become apparent, and Congress was deeply 
impressed with the necessity of making - better 
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provision for the support of Government; the fol- 
lowing proceeding took place: 

In April, 1783, after the passage of the act of 
Virginia, agreeing to make a cession of the lands 
northwest of the river Ohio to the United States, 
the “committee, consisting of Mr. Madison, Mr. 
Elisworth, and Mr- Hamilton, appointed to pre- 
pate an address to the States, to accompany the 
act of the 18th of this month, reported a draft, 
which being read and amended, was agreed to. 
Mr. Madison, it will ‘be recellested, was one of 
Virginia’s distinguished sons, and from his address 
I have made the subjoined extract, in order to show 
for what use he regarded the territory to be ceded: 

“Thus much for the intereat of the national debt: for the dis- 
charge of the principal within the term limited, we rely on the 
natural increase of the revenue from commerce, on requisitions 
to be made from time to time for that purpose, as circumstances 
may dictate, anglon the prospect of vacant territory.” 

From.all these historical tacts there seems to be 
no room for doubt that the statesmen aud the pa- 
triots of that day regarded these cessions as they 
should be regarded, if a fair construction be given 
to the deeds themselves, as mede for the general 
use of the United States—of consequence for the 
benefit of the people of the United States. 

The acts of the respective States making the 
cessions to the General Government, were truly 
patriotic. The interests, the harmony, the peace, 
the prosperity and happiness of the Confederacy 
were involved; and the grants, for a time, gave 
stability and strength and confidence to the Go- 
vernment. Butthe fact cannot be controverted, 
that by the common blood and the commen trer- 
sure of the whole country, this. extensive domain 
was acquired from the common enemy; and, as I 
have before remarked, the cession from New York 
was anterior to the treaty of peace; and yet the 
territory conveyed was by that treaty confirmed to 
Great Britain. By the charter of Virginia, ber 
western boundary extended to the borders of the 
Pacific, and yet by the treaty the western boundary 
of the United States was limited to the middle of 
the Mississippi. And the grant from Virginia, 
made in 1784, embraces the land within her char- 
tered limits lying northwest of the Onio, 

I mention these facts to demonstrate that it was 
the Revolution and the eaty consequent upon that 
Revolution, which defined the territorial rights of 
the United States, without regard to the provisions 
“and limitations of pre-existing State chariers. But 
I am:free to admit, under the Articles of Confedera- 
tion, it was magnanimous on the part of Virginia 
and the other ceding States to make tae cessions, 
and thus give quiet to the whole Confederacy. I 
cannot, for a moment, belleve that these cessions 
impose any obligation on the United States to divide 
the proceeds of the lands among the States. They 
were designed to constitute a common find—and 
from the commencement of the Government it has 
been administered as a common fund. The avails 
have made up a part of the public revenue for the 
use of the whole Republic. H must, however, be 
admitted that this trusteeship has been uniformly 
inferred from the deeds themselves, and heretofore 
the power and obligation to make distributions has 
been based upon those conveyances. That was 
the argument of the chairman of the Comuuiltee on 
Public Lands in his report communicated to the 
Senate upon this subject in 1836? But how is it 
now? Both the Senators from Kentucky and Mas- 
gachusetts abandon, and properly abandon, the idea 
that the deeds confer this power upon Congress. 
They look into the Constitution and content them- 
selves with the express grant of power which that 
instrument contains, as furnishing full and ample 
authority to make the dis ribution. „Not so in 
former days. 1 concur with the honorable Senators 
in their conclusions that the deeds of cession im- 
pose uno such obligation upon Congress. But that 
was the ground taken formerly—and that was the 
only ground-assumed in the able report to which I 
have referred. But does it not occar to every ob- 
sérver that it will.not answer to rely upon the deeds, 
because, forsooth, they embrace but a small por- 
tion of the public domaint They must, thereiere, 
find authority elsewhere, or the object cannot be 
accomplished. -When I came into this Senate in 
1835, this subject of distribution’early engaged their 
consideration, and it was atthe. session of 1835-6, 
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that the distinguished Senator from Ohio made his 
report. 

I have made the subjeined extracts, in order to 
show the ground then taken; and which ground 


seems now to be abandoned: 

“The question of constitutional power has occupied the cate- 
ful and sedulous attention of the committee; and they here pre- 
sent to the Senate the course of reasoning on that subject, which 
they consider sound and just, and which has led them to the 
conclusion that Congress possesses the power to distribute the 
proces of the public lands according to the principles of this 

ill, Git 

“At the time the deed of cession from Virginia was made and 
aecepted, the Union was held together by the Articlesjof Con- 
federation of 1778; which, ia its 8th articie, provides ‘that al 
charges of war and other expenses that shall be incurred for 
the common defence or general wicfare, and allowed by the 
United Statesin Congress assembled, shall be defrayed oat ofa 
common ‘Treasury, which shall be supplied by the several 
Stites. ?? 

“Tha mode of determiving the proportion which each of the 
States shal! bear ofthe public charges, is particularly pointed 
out; andit js there provided that ‘ihe taxes fur paying that pro- 
portion shall-be laid and levied by the authority and direction 
of the several States.’ To this state of things, existing at the 
time ofthe delivery of the Virginia decd of cession, its provi- 
sions must necessarily apply. ` It was to a Confederacy of inte- 
pendent States, who kept up a common treasury out of contri- 
butions from each ofits sev members, accordilg to a de- 
terminate regulation, that this deed was made; and after making 
certain reservations, specially set forth, it declares the trust in 
the following distinct and unequivocal terms: “That all 
the lands within the territory so ceded to the United States, and 
notreserved for or appropriated to any of the before-mentioned 
purposes, or disposed of in bounties to the officers and soldiers 
of the American army, shall be considered as a coramon fund 
for che use of such of the United States as have become, or 
shall become, members of the Confederation, Virginia inclusive, 
according to their usualrespective proportions in the general 
arge aud expenditures, and shali ve faichfully and bona fide 
sed ef for that purpose, and for no other use or purpose 
atsoever.’ H, then, we bar I coatinued, down to the pre- 
sent time, a Confederation cf States, bound together by the 
articles of 1778, aml if, as is now the case, the public debt were 
discharged, the public expenses borne by rever her 
quarters, and the public land pouring its railious into the 
Treasnry, what ought Congress, as the trastes of that common 
fund, to do wich it? His a trast fand, placed in the bauds of 
Congress ffor the use and bencfitof the several States,’ and 
it isto be disposed of ‘bona fide’ tor that purpose, ‘and for 
no other use or purpose whatsoever? So long as there isa pub- 
he debt to be paid, this fund was well applied for the common 
benetit in the payment of that debt, asthe debt was a common 
charge upon ail, ‘according to their usual respective propor- 
toas im the public expenditures’ Andso tong as it was neces- 
sary for the support of Government, iis application to that 
purpose was t, for the same reason; bat wien this state 
of things has i, when the proceeds of the public lands 
are no longer ne ry for either of these purposes, what is it 
the duty of the irusice to co with it, according to the leter and 
apiritof the deed of tr And wiwt, Were ita case between 
individuals, woulda court of equity compel him to do? ‘Lhe 
answer is plain and obvio He not only might pay ft, but 
he would be bownd to pay it over to those for whose benefit he 
heldit. If it were not necessary to disburse it for them, ne must 
restore it fo them. 'This, as betweea individuals, would be a 
plain vase; and your committes cannot perceive how it is va 
ried, when applied between States and nanons, If, then, we 
had remaine. | a4 we were, members of the old Confederation --if 
the Conatitati Luo: intervened to change, in any wise, the 
relations of the States to each ether, or to the whole, it would 
have been not erly the rief, but the duty of Congress, pursuant 
tothe spirit of that decdof cession, to have distributed among 
the se [Stites the proceeds of the sales of the ands contained 
within the bounds of that grant. The delivery and acceptance 
ofthis deed amounted to a contract; and the above is, according 
tothe opinion of your comunittee, the just construction of that 
coatract. 

“Your committee are hence ted to the conclusion that with 
respect to the proceeds of all the lands north of the dist degree of 
latitude, and east of the Mississippi river, Congress not only has 
the constitutional power to make the proposed distribution, but 
itis achity enjoined on them by a contract which is recognised 
and adopted by the Constitution. 

“As to the land lying within the bouads of the original pur- 
chase of Lonisiana and MPiorida, our rightso to apply it rests 
upon less satisfactory grounds, We have no compact concern- 
ing it—no constitutions | provision, or any agreement recognised 
by the Constitution, which expressly authorized the purchase 


of thiv addidonal territory, er which places the land so par- 
ch > situation with that which was originally 
ti ress by the States.” 


. was the argument, then. Bat thiscourso of 
reasoning wi'l not lead to the desired conclusions; 
and hence the argument is not now resorted to, and 
the honorable Senators over the way look beyond 
the deeds into the Constitution for power to make 
the distribution. Bat, sir, I oppose the scheme on 
every ground. I contend ihat there is no obligation 
on Congress, growing ont of the deeds, to make a 
distribution of tha! portion ef the revenue derived 
from the publiciands. [contend that! there isno power 
plied in the Constitution to pass a 
ponding with the amendmeat proposed 
by the Senator from Ken'ucky, And if sucha 
power was undcubied, I contend that it would be 
grossly pernicious in its effects—unjustto the States, 
prejudicial to the interests of the people, and in 
every sense impolitie and inexpedient. 

‘At the session of the New Hampshire Legisla- 
ture, in 1837, when the subject of distributing the 
avails of the publie lands had engaged the attention 


of the American people, they resolved that all 
manner of unaccessary taxation, if it bave for its 
object distribution, is highly detrimental to the best 
interests of the whole peopie; and distribution of 
the revenue to the States is contrary to the true 
spirit and meaning of the Constitution; and if the 
practice of taxing the people unnecessarily for that 
object is adopted, will tend towards the creation of 
a consolidaied Government, and to the ultimate and 
complete dependence of the several Siates upon 
that Goveramen!. Such were then the sentiments 
of the people cf my own Siate, and very soon, too, 
after the famous report from the Committee on 
Poblic Lasds had been given to the public. But 
as this sub} a from that time to this more or 
less tion of Congress, the Legis- 
shire, at is session in 1839, 
passed resoluti " instruction which I felt com- 
pelied to ley before the Senate, aad, from asense of 
duty to my State and to my own conscience, im- 
pligitly to observe and obey. The resolutions were 
as follows: 

“Whereas certain propositions have been before the Con- 
gross of the United States, having for iheir object the distribu: 
tion of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands; and 
whereas such a measure, in the opinion of this Legislature, is 
not only unconstitutional, but is calculated to diminish the pub- 
lic revenne and increase indirect taxation, by affording a pretext 
for a continuance of a high tarif r 

“Therefore resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Goneral Court convened, That our Senators in Con- 


gress be instructed, and the Representatives from this State be 
requested, to oppose every attempt to divide the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands among the several States, or to make 
any other disposition thereof, except fer (he constitutional pur- 


r 9 
pose of providing for the common welfare and genera) defence 
oft 

r 


ited Slates.” 

Senator irom Massachusetts contends that 
ihe express grant cf power, conferred upon Con- 
gress to dispose of the public territory belonging to 
the Unity d Siates, gives an entire and perfect con- 
trol over the whole subject maiter. The power 
“to dispose of,” he says, is bread and sufficiently 
comprehensive to include the power to distribute. 
i cannot being my mind to that conclusion. The 
power to “dispose of ” the territory and the other 
property of the United Stles is specific and clear; 
bat there can be no legitimate inference that any 
other aud different powers can be exercised by Con- 
gress, from the fact that the power is in terms un- 
limited. Ir gives to Corgress, I freely admit, the 
authority to dispose of the public lands, but it goes 
no farther: and it seems to me to be a violence 
upon language—a misconception of the nature and 
object of this grant cf power, to contend that Con- 
egress ean do that which will in effect defeat the 
object and purpose designed. The Senator will 
not pretend ihat he can find within the range of the 
Constituiion, any express power conterred upon 
Congress to divide among the States any poriion of 
the pubic revenue. Buthis position is, if under- 
stocd, that the power “lo dispose of,” includes the 
power to distiibute. Both the Senators from Ken- 
tucky and Mas-achusetis have pressed this argu- 
ment. But l cannot well see how they can logical- 
ly or constitutionally, froni their premises, make 
their deductions. 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] has 
said that ihe tax power and the land power con- 
ferred upon Congress by the provisions of the Con- 
stitution, are essentially different. Is this so? What 
is the object of the taxing power of Congress? To 
bring money into the Treasury; aud for what pur- 
pose? Clearly for the public us% What is the 
object © power conferred upon Congress to bor- 
row meney upon the credit of the United States? 
Clearly to bring money into the Treasury for pub- 
Lic use. What is the object, sir, of the power con- 
ferred upon Congress “io dispose of the territory of 
the United States?” Cicariy to bring money into 
the Treasury for pabli . ‘Where; then, is the 
difference, so far as respecis the objects of these re- 
spective powers? Ne: ir.’ Tse Senator from 
Kentucky remarked, wih an apparent triumpb, 
that while the taxing power looked to the collection 
of revenue for the pu eof paying the debts, 
providirg foc the common defence and general 
welfare ke United Etstes, the. land power was 

} t mater; and ke has cha’ 
5 Administration to Show 
that the word tyvenus was In any way connected 
with the Jand power conferred. upon Congress. 
And hence he infers, that in the exercise of this 
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same land power, the object was not revenue. Ts 
this a fair and legitimate inference from the premi- 
ses? Trae itis, that Congress has power, in ex- 
press terms, to dispose of the terriiory belonging to 
the United States. Troe it is, that the Constitution 
is entirely silent as to what shall be done with 
the avails of any such disposition cf the territory 
But what then? 
mere fact of silence, that Congress possess the pow- 
er to give away the avails of tae public lands; that, 
inasmuch as no express specific direction is given 
in the Constitution to apply the proceeds of the 
sales of the public territory for the purpose of pay- 
ing the debts, or of providing for the common de- 
fence of the United States, it necessarily foi- 
lows that Congress can distribute those proceeds to 
the States? All powers not expressly delegated by 
the Constitution, are reserved to the States or to 
the people. Congress has power to borrow money 
upon the credit of the United States. But does the 
Constitution direct what shall be done with the 
money thus borrowed? No, sir. And would the 
Senator from Kentucky contend that Congress may, 
in the exercise of its discretion, give away or dis- 
tribute to the States the money ihus borrowed? 
Under this power to borow money, I would like to 
know if there is an American statesman, within 
the limits of this Republic, bold enough to maintain 
that Congress ean, constitutionally, apply a dollar 
of money thus obtained but for public use—that 
Congress could regard the means thus acquired in 
any other light than as a portion of the public reve- 
nues to be expended exclusively for the use and 
benefit of the whole Union, to be withdrawn from 
the public Treasury by appropriations made by 
law. And, sir, can the Senator from Kentucky 
point to me any*difference in the power conferred 
upon Congress to dispore of the territory of 
the United States, and to borrow money upon 
the credit of the United States? So far as re- 
lates to the disposal cf the proceeds of such 
negotiations, there is no difference, in fact. 
The power is the same in both cases, And, 
as before remarked, the great object of the exercise 
of such power was to raise revenue—to bring mo- 
ney into the public Treasury for public use. The 
Senator from Kentucky admits that Congress has 
not the power to levy taxes and to collect revenue 
for the purpose of distribution, This is correct; 
but ke adds, Congress has power to dispose of the 
territory and other property of the United States, 
and as there is no limitation to this power, it may 
dispose of that territory and distribute the avails. 
Congress, it is admitted, has no power to collect a 
revenue for distribution, but it can levy taxes “‘to 
provide and maintain a navy,” and Congress pos- 
sesses the power, the Senator contends, to sell and 
dispose of the ships which cons'itute that navy, re- 
ceive the proceeds in money, and distribute that 
money tothe States. Of a!l the extraordisary po- 
sitions which have been taken in illustration of this 
power, this is, to my mind, the most extraordivary. 
The mere statement of the proposition itself shows 
its absurdity. While itis admitted that Congress 
has no constitutional power io collect a revenue 
for distribution, it is urged that it has the power to 
dispose of our national ships, our public fortresses, 
and our public domain, collect the proceeds and 
make distribution thereof among the States. I 
shall add nothing more; if the Senator can derive 
any advantage from such an argument, be it so. 
If the American people can thus be deluded, for 
one, I shall think much less ef their intelligence 
than I now do. 
The Senator from Masrachusetis admits, as I 
have before stated, that he does notlock to the 
“deeds of cession, for the power which Congress has 
over this subject. He finds that power in the Con- 
‘gtifution; and he contends that, under the third sec- 
tion of the fourth article of that instrument, be can 
erect a platform broad enough to sustain his posi- 
tions, .The Senators says, that Congress has the 
power to dispose of the territory of the United 
States. This is true; and he contends further that 
the authority is also conferred upon Congress to do 
whatit shall please with the public domain—to be 
: ċontrolled only by its cwn discretion. “Is this so? 
“And the ground taken by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, is, that there is no limitation to this spe- 


Can it be presumed, from this | 


cific grantof power. That Congress is uprestrict- 


edin its exercise—ihis is tree, so far- as the jan- 


guage used goes to confer the paiceular power. 
Bot what isthe power conferred? “To dispose of 
the territory belonging to the United States.” This 
is all, sir. And what is the meaning of the words 
“to dispose of? E answer, to sell—to cenvey—to 
transfer—io pass over te another. Tho power then 
conferred by this section (accordisg to the most 
approved lexicogrsphers) is to sell—to convey— 


to transfer ihe public territory, and this is all. There - 


isno other authority given in terms; and if any 
other authority is attempted to be exercised, it is 
an assumption of power without right. Let us 
apply this to the effairs and business of common 
life. The honorable Senator fro: Massachuseits, 
under his hand and seal, empowers me to dispose 
of h's farm—to bargain avay—to sell—and to 
convey his valuable homestead; would aot the Se- 
nator conclade that it would be a monstrous abuse 
of that power, should I appropriate the avails of 
such a sale to my own use—shonid I distribute the 
proceeds fo my own children? And what would be 
the Senators answer, if I should contend that, un- 
der the express avihority ‘fo dispose of’? was in- 
included necessarily, the authority fo distribute? 1 
am inclined to think that the honorable Senator 
would be the last man who would be convinced 
by any such argument. He would say, and would 

roperly say, look .to the express terms of your 
power. Do not presume to go beyond the re- 
cord. 

In the Constitution there is an express power in 
terms conferred upon Congress to dispese of the 
territory, but does that necessarily include a power 
to distribute? Congress could not be justified to 
imply any such power, Jt must be conferred 
plainly, expressly, and intelligibly, or no such 
power can be presamed to exist. The Senator 
contends for the existence of the powcr to distri- 
bute because there is no qualification or limitation of 
the power to “dispose of” the territory. Sir, is there 
any limination or restriction upon the power con- 
ferred upon Congress to borrow money? No, sit; 
the one power is just as unlimited in terms as the 
other. As Ihave before remarked, would the ho- 
norable Senator, or any other member of this Se- 
nate, for a moment contend thatibe power to bor- 
row money for the reason, thatit is unlimited and 
unrestricted necessarily includes the power to distri- 
bute the money thus acquired,according to the disere- 
tion of Congress? Mr. President, the argument is 
{a'lacious—it rests upon no substantial foundation. 
But I freely admit that the honorable Senators from 
Kentucky and from Massachusetts must look to 
the Constitution for the power to distribute, if any 
such power exists. I commend them for having, 
even at this late day, abandoned the ground thar 
an imperious obligation rests upon Congress, grow- 
ing out of the deeds of cession, to make distrioution 
of the revenue arising from the sales of the lands 
to the respective States. Sir, L have not been able 
to satisfy myself that the deeds of cessicn impose 
any such obligation upon the United States. i 
kave not been able to satisfy myself ihat there is 
any constitutional power given to Congress to dis- 
tribute tbe public revenue, or any portion cf 
the publie revenue. My views on these 
points are now with the Senate; they are consci- 
entiously entertained, and they have been honestly 
presented. H they shall induce others to the same 
conclusions to which I have come, I shall rejoice— 
if they shail produce no effect upon others, f shali 
content myself with the refiection that I have done 
my day. ; 


Bir. President, beliaving ss I do, that no obliga- į 


tion resis apon the General Government by tke 
deeds of session te make distribution among the 
respective States of that portion of the revenue de- 
rived from the sale of the public lands, and ac- 
quired from the States—and believing as I do, that 
there is no specific grant of power given to Con- 
gress to wake any such division of the proceeds of 
the landa acquircd either by purchsse from the 
States or by purchase from foreign Governments, 
Į must oppose this amendment. { cannot but re- 
gard the project as a mest dangerous and alarming 
assumption of power—as calculated to break down. 
the objects of this Confederacy—as constituting: 


this Government the great distributor. of. the pub- 
lic revenues for every. purpose except. that -fot 
which the revenues were co!lected. Looking be- 
yond the wants and necegsities of the country— 
disregarding the imperative obligations to provide 
for its defence avd its welfare, we find here.a pro 
position submitted to appropriate the means of the 
whole people for the exclusive use of the respective 
States. Sir, I can favor no such measure—a mea- 
sure unauthorized by the charter of our. liberties 
at war with the genius, the character and object of our 
Government. f 

But could f for a moment believe that the Con- 
stitution conferred upon- Congress the power to 
pass into a law the proposition submitted by the 
Senator from Kentucky, I would oppose itas. un- 
just to the interests of the States—as prejudicial to 
the honest rights of the people. I would oppose it 
as unequal and oppressive in its effects and opera- 
tions. Ihave already referred to the present con- 
dition of the Treasury, as furnishing a most unan- 
swerable objection against the expediency of this 
project. I have already shown that the proceeds 
of the lands, as well as the proceeds of the imports, 
constitute alike the revenues of the country. Ihave 
shown that the power conferred upon Congress to 
lay taxes, impose duties, borrow money, or “to dis- 
pose of the territory” of the United States, was for 
the purpose of providing means for public. use. 
And when those means are thus acquired, there is 
no difference or distinction between the parts which 
make up the aggregate. ‘They are truly the reye- 
pues of the Government—supplied by direct or in- 
direct taxation upon the people. The Senators 
from Kentucky and Massachusetts have admitted, 
and with much propriety and trath admitted, that 
Congress cannot levy taxes to collect revenue for 
distribution. But if not equally opposed to the 
constitutional power of Congress to Make distribu- 
tion of ‘any portion of the revenue, is not such a 
proceeding at war with every cc nsideration of pub- 
lie policy—to make a deficit in our means for the 
sake of supplying it—to abstract from .the Trea- 
sury five millions anaually, in order to tax the peo- 
ple the requisite sum to supply again that five mil- 
lions? Sach a proceeding may be founded in wis- 
dom—it may be recommended by a sound discre- 
tioa—by considerations of pure patriotism. But I 
cannot so view it. Iam compelled: to give to it a 
different character. How is it proposed to supply 
the deficiensy in the Treasury which would be.oc- 
casioned by this abstraction? By a tax on luxuries. 
That, however, must depend on the future le- 
gislation of Congress. By this amendment, it is 
proposed, afier the Ist January, 1842, to divide 
among the States that portion of the reveaue de- 
rived from lands. All agree that the condition of 
onr publie finances cannot bear such a reduction—" ` 
that the deficit must be supplied. But whether that 
will be done by borrowing money; by a direct 
tax; by increasing the existing duties, ov by laying 
imposts on articles now free of duty, must depend 
on the action of Congress—and no man can tell 
what that action wili be. Every man knows that 
a portion of this Confederacy iz most sensitive upon 
the subject of the tariff; and it has seemed to me 
from the beginning, that the friends of this policy 
should contrive first to create a surplus in the Trea- 
sury before they distribute the revenue; that they 
should at least count the eggs before they. divide the 
chickens. 5 


But let us examine the plan whieh ‘is 
with a view to supply the deficiency. That plan 
is to impose an ad valorem duty on luxuries. Una 
der the existing provisions of the compromise act, 
the revenue derived from imports. before the first of 
July, 1842, will be reduced at least five millions of 
dollars. ‘Phe Secretary of the Treasury, in his tariff 
report, communicated to the: Senate on the 18th of 
January last, remarks that ‘if the expenditures are 
properly and seasonably diminished, it will not be 
necessary to raise ali this amount by taxation in 
any form.” A clause in thé third section of the 
compromise act: provides that after 1842 “duties 
shall be laid for the purpose of raising such revene 
as may be necessary to an economical administra- 
tion of the Government. The Secretary: adds that 
“in truth the tariff is as much a system of taxation 
as á land tax;and that the confining ofall duties 


suggested, 
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hereafter’to a low rate was, therefore, desirable to 
the great mass of the peuple, because it was con- 
fining taxes toa low rate;” and “by confining in 
substance any future change to purposes of reve- 
nue alone, and within twenty per cent. would im- 
part greater permanence and prosperity even to 
manufacturing, and with that to all other descrip- 
tions of industry.” From the whole tenor of this 
Teport—-from the'state of popular opinion, which 
is believed to exist upon this subject--I am led to 
the conclusion that a system of ad valorem duties, 
not to exceed twenty per cent. after the first of July, 
1842, will be resorted to for the exclusive purpose 
of collecting revenue, and will become the settled 
policy of the Goyernment. It is conceded that the 
duties onimports will be reduced under the operaion 
of the compromise act, before that expires in 1842, 
five millions, leaving only ten miiiions of revenue de- 
rived from customs, This deficit must also be supplied 
by creating new or increasing old duties. There 
ean be no doubt that the annual expenditures of 
this Government, for years to come, will amount 
at least to twenty millions of dollars. Fifieen cf 
that twenty, at least, allowing the present sources 
ef revenue to remain undisturbed, must be derived 
from duties on imports. But if the contemplated 
revenue derived from lands be annually abstracted, 
then the whole twenty millions must be collected 
from imports. The Secretary of the Treasury, in 
the report herein before referred to, proposes a 
mode of supplying the deficiency which would 
necessarily be produced in the reduction of duties 
under the compromise act before July, 1842. And 
what is that mode? I refer to it to show the gross 
impolicy, if not the impracticability, of distributing 
the avails of the lands. An imposition of ad 
valorem duties on articles not now subject to duty, 
is proposed by the Secretary as the means cf sup- 
plying the deficit; and the tables furnished by the 
Secretary contain much valuable information. 
The first gives the names and value of all free arti- 
cles imported into the United States in the year 
1838, after deducting such of them as were ex- 

orted; and the Secretary suggests that taking the 
imports of that year as a guide, and perhaps nearer 
an average for some time to come than any other, 
it shows that the value of all free articles entering 
into the consumption of the country would amount 
to $38,161,583. This was their value in 1838. 


And an ad valorem duty of lhe maximum percentage | 


would yield $7,632,317, as the gross. amount of 


revenue; subject, however, to all charges, 
losses, expenses, and deductions, incident 
to the process of collection, and to the 
operation of the revenue laws; and when 


we compare the gross amount of revenue with 
what finds its way into the public Treasury, 
it would not be extravagant to estimate the nett re- 
venue accruing atthis rate of duty, upon the ag- 
gregate value of the importation of the free arti- 
cles contained in the first list of the Secretary at 
an amount not exceeding six millions of dollars. 
Tt is true, the Secretary makes that estimate of 
` value after deducting such of the importations as 
may be exported; but when a daty shall be imposed 
on any article, the exportations of that article will 
be increased. And as evidence that my conclusion 
is correct, it may be stated that the gross revenge 
on imports for 1838 was $20,114,164, while the 
nett revenue was only $16,158,800, a deduction of 
- one-fifth in the whole amount, which js very near 
the proportion I have assumed. From the gross 
“revenue on the value of importations as before 
stated, at arate of duty of twenty percent. ad valorem, 
one-fifth part must be deducted to satisfy draw- 
backs, bounties, charges, and expenses. I shall 
have occasion to refer to this matter again, for the 
purpose of illustrating the effect,in a pecuniary point 
ef view, which the proposed distribution will have 
upon the pockets of the people. For it should be 
borne in mind that it is the amount of gross reve. 
nue that is drawn from them. My object in referring 
to this matter at this time is merely to show that an 
imposition of.an ad valorem duty of twenty per cent. 
on the long list of all the free articles imported into 
the United States in 1838, will yield a nett revenue 
for the use of the Government, of six millions of 
dollars, and if the same rate of duty, is made ap- 
plicable to all other importations, the whole amount 
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of revenue, derived from imports, will not exceed 
annually sixteen millions of dollars—taking the 
value cf the importations of 1838 as the basis of 
my calculations. If to this amount is added the 
ordinary receipts from the sales cf the public lands, 
the whole revenue will not exceed twenty millions 
of dollars; indispensably necessary for years to 
come, as experience will verify, for the economical 
support of this Government. It is true that the 
receipts,from the public lands from 1835 to 1839 
both inclusive, amounted to $55,492,956, making 
an average of over eleven millions per year—but 
that was a season of extravagance and speculation. 
The whole amount cf receipts from the lands from 
1811 to 1824 inclusive, was only $21,150,680, ave- 
rage only a million and a half per year. The 
amount from 1825 to 1829, the sales averaged less 
than a million and a half a year, and the whole 
amount cf receipts from 1830 to 1834 inclusive, 
was $16,988,835, averaging for each year less than 
three millions and a half, and the receipts for 1840 
will not exceed three millions; and averaging the 
whole receipts from 1811 to 1840, the annua! avails 
will fall short of three and a half millions of 
dollars, 

I therefore think that Tam correct in assuming the 
fact, that for years to come not over four millions 
annually will be addedjto the’revenues from this 
soarce. Tne Secretary, in the same report, adds 
that a duty on his entire list of free articles, of 15 
per cent. will yield a nett revenue not far from 
five millions cf doilarz—he sum required to 
provide for the reduction of duties under the com- 
promiseact. The Secretary bases his calculation 
on the ground that there will be no drawbacks, and 
that the charges will amount to over $700 000. 
The exact duty on the value of the impo: tations m 
1838, at fifteen per cent. wonld amount to the sum 
of $5,724,237; making the expense of collecting 
from duties, a nettrevenue of five millions of dol- 
lars, the sum of $724,237; an estimate, in my judg- 
ment, too low, as I think must appear from a fair 
comparison between the gross amount of the reve- 
nue arising from duties with the nett ferany given 
number of years, after making proper decuctions 
for debentures. Baut the Secretary adds, that this 
entire list of free du'ies includes some whith should 
be subject to a less daty than even fifteen per cent. 
for the reason that they will not bear even that 
duty; and therefore he suggests that “another mode 
of raising the same amount of revenue would be 
preferable; and to that end he proposes to select 
from the free articles those which may be regarded 
most as luxuries, though not in every respect be- 
longing exclusively to that class; and he has given 
to the Senate a second table in his report, contain- 
ing the entire list upon which he proposes to assess 
this maximum of per centage in the way of duties. 
The valuation of these free articles, according to 
the importation of 1838, it will be seen by referring 
to this list, a copy of which I have subjoined, 
amounts to $29,026,448; and being made subject to 
aduty of twenty per cent. afier paying the expenses 
of collection, would yield about the same amount 
of five millions. In this estimate of charges, the 
Secretary approximates nearer to the true amount 
of expenses. The twenty per cent. duty on the 
value of this list of imporiations, would make 
$5 805,289, making the expenses exceed $800,000. 
But I propose, to some extent, to analyze shis list, 
in order to show what the effect would be upon the 
people ef my own State. 

But it shon}d not be forgotten that these’ various 
estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury are 
made with a view to supply a deficieucy in the 
Treasury which will happen before the first of July, 
1842, on account of the reduction of the existing 
tariff of duties anterior to that period. Two 
and a half milliofis will fall off the first of Janua- 
ry, 1842,and two and a half millions on the 30th of 
June, 1842, leaving a deficit of five millions in the 
revenue from this source, should there be no change 
in the tariff. These estimates are not submitted to 
the Senate for the purpose of supplying a deficien- 
cy in the revenue, which would be occasicned 
should the amendment of the Senator from Kem 
tucky be adopted. . Although it so happens that the 
friends of the distribution policy propose to. resort 
to a taxation upon the same description of articles, 


in order to bring back to the Treasury that which, 
under their distribution scheme, they propose to 
distribute, It will be necessary either for the Se- 
cretary or for the friends of the proposed amend- 
ment to give up their favorite mode of raising re- 
venue. It will notserve both. It will prove in- 
sufficient to supply the means which will be re- 
quired by the Secretary, and by those who seck to 
reduce the revenue, five millions to divide among 


the States. : 
Selection of certain free articles consumed in 1838. 


Silk and manufactures of $7,897,343 
Silk and worsted . ‘i à * 1,520,154 
Worstedstuffs . is k . 3.878.941 
Linens, bleached, &c. 3,098,557 
Ticklenburgs, &c. s % : 333,024 
Sheetings $ š s è X 148,554 
Bolting-cloths t 26,528 
Wool, under 8 cents per lb. 438 669 
Crude saltpetre . 4 119,606 
Animals (not for breed) . è à ` 150,219 
Furs (undressed) : 4 ` x 300,045 
Coffee a Se $ . 3 7,138,010 
Tea i E 2,559,246 
Copper, in pigs . a 812,170 

sheeting s 526,792 

old 78,590 


829,026,448 


The above contains the list of free articles upon 
which the Secretary proposes that a duty of 20 per 
centum ad valorem should be imposed, for tbe pur- 
pose of raising five millions of dollars, to provide 
for the deficiency in the revenue which will be pro- 
duced by the operation of the existing tariff system 
before July, 1842. Upon the supposition that this 
proposed duty will raise the sum required to be 
drawn from imports, which, with the sum now de- 


| rived from the sales of the public lands, will pro- 


duce a revenue sufficient for the uses of the Go- 
vernment, economically administered, I would ask, 
how is the deficiency to be supplied, if all that part 
of the revenue derived from lands shall be abstract- 
ed from public use? This is the sum and substance 
of the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Kentucky. And how is that deficiency in the reve- 
nucs of the Government to be supplied? Will the 
friends of this policy presume to recommend that 
the ad valorem duties on the beforementioned free 
articles shall be doubled? No, sir; they will not 
dare to introduce such a proposition, The very 
existence of such an onerous duty will defeat the 
very object intended. Instead of increasing: the 
revenue, the effect will be to reduce it; for by. in- 
creasing duties upon arlicles of mere luxury, you 
will either prevent their importation altogether, or 
else you will introduce them by an illicit trade. 
The effect upon the revenue jn both cases would be 
the same. Impose a high duty, for instance, on 
silks—will silks be imported? Their use will be 
abandoned, or they wili be smuggled into the coun- 
try. But let us see what will be the direct effect 
upon the consumers of the 20 per cent. ad valorem 
duty on teas, coffee, ahd silks, as proposed by the 
Secretary. Sir, since I have been in Congress, the 
duty on the two first described articles has been en- 
tirely removed. And why so? For the reason that, 
so far from being luxuries, they were regarded by 
the great mass of consumers as the conveniences, 
if not the necessaries, of life. “What article among 
the long list of importations enters more univer- 
sally into the consumption of the country than tea? 
It is now a free article. As it is proposed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in his report, to pre- 
serve the policy and the principle embraced in the 
compromise act, to establish a tariff of ad valorem 
duties, it will become necessary to revive again a 
duty on teas and coffee for the purpose of revenue. 
The value of the teas imported into our country in 


1838 was - - $ ~ 82,559,246 
The value of coffee - - - 7,138,010 
Making in all - - $9,697,256 


It is proposed to assess hereafter an ad valorem 
duty of 20 per cent. on the value of these importa- 
tions. That duty would yield annually in revenue, 

$1,939,451 
To this should be added the charges and 

expenses incident to the collection, 

which cannot be estimated less than . 

10 per cent. ~ - > ~ $193,945 


Which, together, make an aggregate of 
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duties and charges on teas and coffee of $2,133,396 
Adding nearly one-fourth to the cost of their im- 
portalion—thus imposing an indirect tax of 25 per 
cent: upon all the teas and the coffee which enter 
into the consumption of the people. Let it not be 
said that this is a tax which operates exclusively 
upon the rich. No, sir: it is a tax which bears 
upon the consumer, be he rich or poor. In New 
England—certainly in my own State—these arli- 
cles are of very general use. Scarcely will you 
find a family in the whole range of New Hamp- 
shire that is not in the habit of using daily these 
essentials of life, as they are regarded by our peo 
ple. But this is not all. Among the list of free 
articles, upon which it is proposed to impose aduty 
of 20 per cent. for revenue, are silks and the manu- 
facture of silks. The value of the importations in 
1838, of that deseription of goods, was $7,897,343 
The value of silk and worsted goods - 1,520,154 
Making .  - - $9,417,497 
A duty of 20 per cent. on this amount, would 
yield = - - - $1,883,499 
Add to this the charges at 10 per cent. 188,349 
Making an aggregate of - $2,071,843 
And I would ask if this indirect tax bears exclu- 
sively upon the rich? No, sit: far otherwise. Is 
there any man so ignorant of the habits of our peo- 
ple as not to know that sills are used by our coun- 
trywomen generally, if not universally? And it 
could not fail to occur to me that when it was pro- 
posed to assess a duty on silks that it was intended 
to compel the great body of the consumers to use, 
as a substitute, the fruits of our own manufacto- 
ries—to substitute the muslin of our own workshops 
for the silks of France. There could not be se- 
lected from the long list of free articles any upon 
which an imposition of duty would operate more 
oppressively upon the people of my own State than 
those I have enumerated, except that most obnox- 
ious of all duties, a duty upon salt, that indispensa- 
ble necessary of human life—a duty which has al- 
ready brought $23,000,000 into your Treasury, and 
which it would be as difficult to sustain by argu- 
ment as it would be to sustain the justice of a tax 
upon the water we drink, or the air we breathe. 
Let it not be understood, sir, that I am opposed 
to this system of ad valorem duties for the purpose 
of collecting revenue. It may be more equal and 
just than any other tariff of duties. . And in re- 
ferring to the particular articles which are to be 
made subject to duty in the new order of things, I 
have only intended to show the effect which such a 
duty would produce upon my people. I have only 
intended to show thatit is a tax upon the poor— 
upon the working classes of the country—aand not 
exclusively upon the rich as some have supposed. 
But even such a tax would be borne without a 
murmer by the people, were it necessary to raise 
revenue for the support of their Government. And 
should it become important after the expiration 
of the present compromise act so to regulate the 
tariff as to confine the duties hereafter to be im- 
posed within twenty percent. on articles of im- 
portation, instead of a wide range of thirty, fifty, 
eighty, and a hundred per cent. and more—at times 
previously in practice and frequently for protec- 
tion, it would furnish no ground for complaint—it 
would probably, in its consequence, be productive 
of the greatest good. And any regulation after 
1842 which may be necessary to carry out this po- 
liey, which, even if it lead to the imposition of du- 
ty on teas and on coffee, will receive public sanc- 
tion if the object be public revenue, and all the 
revenne of the Government shall be faithfully ap- 
plied to that same object. 
But what does the amendment propose? That 
we shall give away to the States—that we shall scat- 
ter to the four winds of Heaven five millions of the 
public revenue annually—and that the deficit shall 
be sapplied by a tax on these same luxuries, as 
they are called. No member of this S:nate, and 
no sound reflecting man of this country, will, fora 
moment, suppose five millions can be collected on 
the list of free articles hereinbefore named. The 
whole deficit in the revenue, as wellas that occa- 
sioned by the reduction of the duties in 1842, as 


that occasioned by the distribution among the | 
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States, cannot be supplied in the mode named by 
the Secretary of the Treasury. Will the people of 
this coun’ry submit to the most unequai and op- 
pressive system of taxation which has ever} yet 
been invented by the wit of maù, to supply a defi- 
cit in the Treasury occasioned by a distribution of 
the avails of the public lands among the States? 
They will never willingly submit, for such a pur- 
pose, to an annual tax upon teas and coffee, of 
$1,939,451 

Upon silks, &c. - - - 1,883,499 
Which, with the addition of the charges 

and expenses of collection, &c. of - 382,294 
Making an aggregate of - - $4,205,244 
to be drawn year following year from their pockets 
as the consumers of these essential articles of life. 

It has been said, in argument, that the expenses 
and charges of every description necessarily inci- 
dent to the collection of the revenue arising from 
the sales of our public lands exceeds 20 per cent. 
And the amendment proposes—after all these ex- 
penses shall have been incurred—after the nett 
avails shall have been placed inthe Treasury— 
that the amount shall be taken therefrom and given 
to the States, and that a like sum shall be drawn 
from the people for public use. Does it not occur 
to every man that this very operation imposes a 
tax of from one and a half to two millions per an- 
num, in the shape of charges and expenses, upon 
the people, and this without yielding the slightest 
benefit to any one? If five millions, when collect- 
ed, could be distributed to the people upon the same 
fixed ratio, and a like sum could be taken from 
them upon the same ratio, without charge or ex- 
pense, no injustice would be done. But it would 
be such an extraordinary operation, as would have 
nothing but its novelty to recommend it. But the 
principle rests on no such measure of equal justice. 
The proposition is first to collect into the Treasury 
(say five millions) the proceeds of the public 
lands, and pay all the charges and expenses 
of collecting, making a million more; then 
take and divide among the States the five mil- 
lions, and turn around and collect from the peo- 
ple, by a tax on imports, revenue sufficient to 
replace the five millions in the Treasury, and 
pay all charges, which cannot amount to less than 
a half million more. I have said that this amend- 
ment, if carried into full effect, would operate 
most oppressively upon the people of my State. 

The great articles of necessity which now enter 
into their consumption, pay an annual duty equal 
to one-third of revenue derived from imports. 


In 1836, the duty on salt was - $504,111 
In same year the duty on sugar - 4,396,986 
In same year the duty on iron - 2,180,650 

Making the sum of - - $7,081,847 
In the year 1837, the duties on the 

same articles amounted to - 6,049,053 
In the year 1838, the duties on the 

same articles amounted io - 5,378,979 
In the year 1839, the duties on the ` 

same articles amounted to - 7,114,178 


The tables with whiċh I have been furnished, 
show the precise duty on each of the articles for 
each year; but the proportion is very nearly the 
same in each, as that given in 1836, and the result 
of the whole matier is, that nearly one-third of all 
the revenue derived from customs, is derived from 
these three articles of indispensable necessity. Add 
tothese the duty on molasses, and more than one- 
third of the revenue is annually collected from the 
consumers of these four necessaries of life. And 
who are the consumers of these dutiable articles? 
Certainly the people of my own State, in a much 
greater proportion to the whole consumption than 
her population bears to the population of the whole 
country. And why dol say so? Because no one 
of these essential articles, to any great extent, is 
manufactured within the limits of New Hampshire. 
While Pennsylvania makes her own iron—while 
New York manufactures not only the salt con- 
sumed within her limits west of Utica, but also 
most of that consumed in the States northwest of 
the{Ohio—while Louisiana manufactures her own 
sugar, the people of New Hampshire are compelled 


to consume articles of this description, the produc- 


tion of foreign countries, and subject to their odi- 
ous, unequal, and oppressive -sysiem “of indirect 
taxation. There can be no.doubt, then, that the 
people of my own Slate, from their peculiar location, 
pay more than their just proportion of . the revenue 

derived from customs. But this is not. the only 

burden connected with this matter, which ‘the peo- 
ple are compelled to‘bear, by the operations: of ‘this 

system of indirect taxation. Let me illustrate, “Thé 

gross revenue derived from the duty on salt from 

1789 to 1838, both inclusive, amounts to $28,780,- 

754; and within that period of time, there has been. 

paid from the National Treasury, in bounties and 

allowances, $7,139,093, leaving only a nett. teye- 

nue from this source of $21,876,101. While the 

people, the actuai consumers of this article, were` 
compelled to pay, in the way of duties, the whole 

amount of the gross revenue, it results that only 

three-fourths of that amount finds its way into the’ 
Treasury for general use; and so it is with all the 

duties and taxes imposed for the purpose of reve- 
nue. The gross exceeds the nett revenue from 

twenty to twenty-five per cent. per annum; and it 
is the gross revenue which is collected from the peo- 
ple. That is the description of revenue assessed on 
foreign merchandise; and on that amount is charged 
and paid back to those entitled, not only all draw- 
backs, but all bounties. Besides, there is paid out 
of this amount, before the nett balance goes into 
the Treasury, all the real and legitimate expenses of 
collection. The merchant charges for his goods to 
the purchaser from him, and he to the people an 
additional price equal to all which is. assessed, as 
the importing merchant has to pay all which is 
assessed to the United States. I have taken 
the gross revenue for four years commencing with 
1836,1and compared it with the nett revenue, 
that the people may understand the burdens they 
are made to bear. I have ascertained. the 
gross revenue derived from customs for the years 
1836, 1837, 1838 and 1839, and they make an ag- 
gregate of $95,350,482. ‘This, it is true, is liable. 
to large reductions by debentures and drawbacks 
upon importations, but that is the amount assessed 
upon the people. I have also ascertained the 
nett revenue derived from imports for the same 
years, and it amounts to $73,875,856, and making 
a difference of $21,474,556; a sum drawn from 
the people under this system of unequal taxation. 
It will be seen that the average nett revenue for 
each year, from customs, is a little less than twenty 
millions, and if this sum is fairly apportioned to 
the population of the whole country, it will be 
found that fur the years I have menuoned each 
man, woman and child would have to pay annually 
not less than $1 25 per head; if the gross revenue 
should be thus apportioned it would exceed that 
amount. The proportion of New Hampshire 
would have been, for each year, over $350,000. 
With the present reduction of duties, including all 
charges and expense, if divided according to the 

population, it would impose a per capita tax of a, 
least one dollar per annum. The proportion then ot 
the import daties of New{Hampshire,would now bef 
according to that estimate a tax of $285,000 annu- 
ally. Ina pecuniary point cf view let us see how 
New Hampshire would stand. She would receive, 
if five millions should be distributed, according to 
the ratio named, (the number of representatives 

in both Houses in Congress) about $119,000; and 
the tax which she would have to bear, in. first-col- 

lecting five millions from the public lands for dis- 
tribution, and then collecting five millions on im- 

ports to supply the deficit, estimating the charges, 

losses, and all expenses for such an operation at 

two millions of dollars, which is’ much too low, if 
the Secretary of the Treasury: be correct in the es- 

timates contained in his tariff repert, would: amount 

to not less than $170,000, making a dead loss to 

the State of at least $50,000 annually. But this 

is not all. The injustice of a tax upon imports 
renders that system of taxation peculiarly objec- 
tionable, unequal and oppressive to the people of 
my native State. 

The consumer, all admit, has ultimately to pay 
the duties on imports. Is this a tax on property? 
No, sir,lit may with much more truth be denomina- 
ted a poll—a_personal—a per capita tax. I am fami- 


liarly acquainted with a single individual residing 
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in the town adjoining the one in which I live; he 
‘has a family,asd isa man of large *property. I 
-will take fifty families in this same town, the ag- 
pregate of whose wealih.would not equal his, and 
‘yet each one of those families consume as. much 
tea, as much salt, as much sugar, as much molas- 
Ses, and contribuie-as much towards. the revenue 
„derived: from customs,as the individual referred to. 
- "Bhis is not a solitary case; they are of common oc- 
currence. And can. any man say, with a know- 
~ Jedge of these facis, thatan impost tax is not a 


most unequal, and, consequently, a most unjust. 


tax upon ihe people? ‘The mechanics, the working- 
men ofthe country, are the consumers of your du- 
tiable articles. Tne men of moderate esta‘es—the 
farmers and laborers, with tbeir familics, are 
among thoxe who consume the necessaries, and 
many of them what are called the luxuries of life. 
In-my own town I know an individual who earns 
his daily bread by his daily labor, yet consumes in 
his family a greaier amount of articles subject to 
duty than my neighbor worth a halfa million of 
dollars. Itis the inequality in operation of this 
taxon imporis that renders it oppressive, and 
should never incline Congress to resort to it, except 
‘for the purpose of revenue. But sir, entirely dif- 
‘ferent is that portion of the revenue derived from 
dar ds—that pertion which it is now proposed to dis- 
tribute among the States, thus increasing the bur- 
dens of that portien of the community now op- 
pressed. That isa tax upon property; the poor 
man feels it not; he goes into the wilderness of the 
‘West, pays his two hundred dollars for bis quarter 
section, and gets a good bargain. It is a source of 
` revenue which should be carefully protected, for 
every dollar thus collected is a direct benefit to the 
other tax payers—the consumers of dutiable arti- 
cles. lt would be a most happy state of things 
could every dollar of revenue wanted for the use 
of the Government be derived from the public 
lands, Iaw in favor of a tax on luxuries, but I 
would impose that tax in order to do something 
like equal justice to all the tax payers. Tha! 
would to some extent operate as a tax upon proper- 
ty, and if the Senator from Massachusetts is ready 
to go along with me to do substantial justice to the 
people of his native State, I would say to him, 
‘while you impose taxes upon luxuries, take taxes 
off from the necessaries of life; while you are dise 
posed to collect revenue from the rich, take from 
the. poor the burdens which bear them down. This 
would indeed be justice, and substantial justice. 
If I had time, there is one view of this subject 
upon which I should like further to enlarge, and 
that is, the pecuniary effect which the distribution 
to the States would produce upon the people. 
Does it nut occur to every person, that while you 
make the proposed distribution to the States, you 
confer no general benefit upon the people? If, for 
instance, the share assigned to Indiana goes to re- 
lieve her to that extent from her indebtedness, is it 
not manifest that such an application of the fund 
would be an unequal tax upon the poor, and for 
the benefit of the rich? Ifthe debtof Indiana were 
to be discharged by the means of direct taxation 
upen her people, the property of the State in such 
a ease would bear the burden; butifany portion of the 
debt shall be discharged by duties or imports, then 
the effect would be to tax Ihe consumers of the du- 
table articles—not a tax upon property, but upon 
consumplion——a most unequal, and, consequently, a 
most oppressive tax. There is no way that New 
Hampshire could appropriate her distributive share 
#0 as to produce equality and justice in its opera- 
tions upon her people. . If-the principal be funded, 
and the interest be annually applied for the sup- 
port of the State Government, is it not apparent 
that the principal, in such a case, would be sup- 
plied by the unequal contributions of the poor? 
-And such would be the effect if the amount was 
funded, and the interest applied for the support of 
our schools. These funds are now raised. by a tax 
‘on property. Butif supplied in the manner I have 


named, does it not at once occur to every man that | 


the same would be produced by the odious and op- 
pressive tax imposed upon the consumption on this 
cecasion. - But, Mr, President, if the fund should 
be applied for State internal improvements—for the 
constraction of a railroad ppon the banks of the 
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Connecticut—would the benefit conferred to the 
People ef my State be in proportion to their contri- 


butions? No, sir; the ci‘izens remote from the im- 


provement would. derive no earthly advantage by 
any such application of the fund. That portion of 
her population who reside on her granite hills— 
among the fasmesses of her mountains—so far 
from realizing a bencfit from any such appropria- 
tion-of the fund, would be compelled to bear an 
increased taxation to advance the interests of rich 
individuals and rich corporations. But, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I cannot pursue this subject further cn this 
oceasion. 2! 

Upon the expediency of now providing for the 
distribution among the States, of that portion of the 
revenue derived from the sales of the public lands, 
I have to add, that wile the balance exists against 
the lands, and in favor of the Treasury, no measure 
could be more unjust. Ido not purpose to go into 
the consideration of that matter. On a former oc- 
casion I attempted to perform that duty. The re- 
sult of my calculations at that time showed that the 
Treasury was greatly in advance. And the calcu- 
lavonas which were recently presented by the hono- 
rable Senator from New York, confirms, to some 
extent, my own results. At all evenis there can be 
no doubt that upon a full, a just, and honest ex- 
pose of the account current between the Treasury 
ahd the public lands, millions would be found due 
to the "Treasury. Would there then be, sir, any 
semblance of justice in di-tributing this part of the 
public revenue, when the money drawn from the 
pockets of the people for the acquisition of the pub- 
lic domain has not been reimbursed—and drawn 
too by the unequal cperation of taxes on imports? 
I place this fact before the Senate; and I would ap- 
peal to their sense of justice, whether they are pre- 
pared to distribute the proeceds of the lands among 
the States, before the costs and charges incurred in 
acquiring and preserving them shali have been paid. 
It was due to the subject—it was due to the people, 
that this particular matter of receipts and expendi- 
itures shouid be exhibited—that the acccunt be- 
tween the Trcasury and the lands should be stated. 
It has been done by the honorable Senator from 
New York; and I thank him, and the country will 
thank him for the exhibit. Independent of every 
other consideration, with a knowledge of the fact of 
there being a great balance due to the Treasury 
from the lands, E would not part with the control of 
the proceeds of the sales. I would hold them for 
the use, the benefit, and the interest of the whole 
people, to whom they rightfully belong. I would 
do this, wherever the application of their own 
means have added to the Union an extensive do- 
main. And until these means shall be reimbursed, 
it would be unjust to the great body of the tax- 
payers to distribate the purtion of the public reve- 
nue derived from lends, 

Mr. President, the State in which I reside asks 
no favors of this sori at the hands of Congress. She 
has regarded this Government as constituted for a 
wholly different purpose than to dispense charities 
to the different members of the Confederacy. New 
Hampshire has looked upon this Government as 
deriving all its force—all its energy, and all its 
power from the people—as most emphatically a 
Government of the people. She regarded the pub- 
lie revenues as the voluntary contributions of the 
true sovereigns of this Republic. New Hampsbire, 
I am happy to say, is a non-debtor Siate. Bat 
unhke North Carolina end Pelaware, she 
has no ample funds in reserve for her use. 
No, sir, she is, thank Ged, free from debt. 
Her jnstitulions are supported by the contri- 
butions of her people, year following year. 
They know the value ef their Government 
because it receives its support, its life and being, 
from the revenues derived from the direct taxation 
of her people. Sir, itis matter of gratification to 
us, that we have no such ample means in reserve, 
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upon which we can draw for the support of our ` 


schools, our hizhways, and of all the other institu- 
tions of our Commonwealth. In preportion to our 
population and territory, there is not a State in this 
Confederacy whose affairs are conducted with more 
economy, or whose administration inspires more 
confidence. Her primary schools, her literary in- 
stitutions, are her pride, her boast, and her honor; 


a 
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and whether, according to the judgement of the Se- 
nator from Jediana, (Mr. Wuirz,] “her people 
read right books” or not, itis enough for me to 
know that they not only read, but think and act for 
themselves; and it'would have been better for In- 
diana if she had imitated the examp'e of the Gra- 
nite State, extended: her system of education, and 
avoided that evil with which she is visited, a State 
debt. New Hampshire, as a State, would not re- 
gard her share in the distribution of the public reve- 
nue as a favor conferred. No, sir; she would look 
upon it as a curse. Sir, I have some feeling, 
some little information upon this very subject. [ 
voted for the deposite act of 1836. I felt it to be 
my bounden duty at the time, looking to the per- 
manent security of our public revenues. New 
Hampshire then received her share of the deposite 
made under that act; and it has proved any thing 
but a blessing to my people. While the principal 
is keld sacred, at ihis very moment, for the use ct 
the General Government, yet its primary disposi- 
tion disturbed the harmony of our legislative as- 
sembly, and the disposition of the accruing inte- 
rest neither fertilizes our soil, enriches its owners, 
or improves the character and conditton of our 
people. Sir, knowisg as I do the effect which has 
been produced in my own State by the deposite of 
the public funds, in 1836-7, in her Treasury, I have 
cause to lament, and deeply do I lament,. that I 
ever gave my vote in favor of the deposite act of 
1836. No consideration, sir, could now tempt me 
to do the like again. Looking to the prosperity, 
to the industry, to the happiness and well being of 
the people of my State, I can give no support to 
this distribution measure. I would not inflict upon 
them, a Second time, such a curse. 

Mr. President, there seems to be a delusion upon 
this whole subject. Why, I would ask, shall we 
distribute among the States any portion of the pub- 
he revenue? Why make such an abstraction from 
the public Treasury? Why divide with one hand 
and exact with the other? Why send forth to the 
States your public treasure on one day, and on the 
next send among the people your tax gatherers, to 
collect and to return to the Treasury that of which 
it has been thus wantonly and rashly despoiled? 
Why should alt these things happen?. 

Mr. President, it would be difficult to give such 
an answer to these inquiries as will satisfy the Ame- 
rican people, If we distribute the revenue among 
the States, we shall take one fatal step towards 
the destruction of their spirit of lofty independence, 
and reduce them to the degrading conuition of ser- 
vililty and dependence upoa the General Govern- 
ment, This is not all: if we dis:ribute the revenues 
among the States, we shall not only destroy their 
pride and love of liberty, but we shall paralyze 
the energies and efforts of the people themselves. 

Mz. President, it is less than a year since 
1 addressed this Senate upon this very ques- 
tion of distributing the public revenues. I 
then portrayed the consequence of the mea- 
sure upon the States and upon the people. 
Tean add nothing new. I have given to this 
subject all the consideration which its importance 
demands. I have given to it. my best thoughts— 
my best reflections. And I wonld not now wish to 
gainsay any thing in relation to this proposition 
which I said in my speech upon the assumption of 
the State debts on February 7,1840. I cannot sup- 
port this measure. J regard it as destructive of the 
independence of the States—as tenting to corrupt 
and degrade the peopte—-as subversive of the great 
objects of this Goverament—as conflicting with the 
plain provisions of the Constiiution—as dangerous 
to popular liberty—as unequal, unjast, and oppres- 
sive in its consequences upon the tax payers of the 
Republic. 

Mr. President, in all human probability this is 
the last time that i shall address the Senate of the 
United States upon this momentous question, as 
my place in this body will soon be occupied by 
another. With deep reluctance have I, even at 
this time, trespassed upon the patience of this’ as- 
sembiy. I was aware that the subject had Jost 
much of the interest which was excited xt the Com- 
mencement of the debate. I was aware thatthe Se- 
nate had become tired of the discussion. I was aware 
that I came forward under every discouragement. 


Jan. 1841. 


gru Cone-s--2np BESS.. 


pan = 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ~ 


Pre-emption Law—Mr. Allen. 


_ = Senate. 


But, sir, a high sense of public duty has induced 
me to make the effort. 
ments of the people of my own State. I was fa- 
miliar with the resolutions of the Legislature of 
New Hampshire touching this subject. I could 
not hesitate to takethe earliest opportunity to de- 
clare once more the magnanimous, the patriotic 
sentiments of my peopic. I should have been 
faithless tofmy publicduty. Ishould have been 
regardless of my responsibilities, had I failed to 
speak forth my view’, when I had the proud satis 
faction of knowing that, in speaking my senti- 
ments, I spoke the independent, the manly, the no- 
ble sentiments of a great majority of the freemen 
of my native State. Sir, I have said all that I 
wish tosay. Ihave performed a duty which I 
owed to myself—to my State—to my beloved 
country. And when I shall close my public life, 
if I couid realize that my public efforts had, even 
fora time, stayed tke progress of a measure as 
corrupt, and as corrupting as I regard the mea- 
snre before us; if I could bat realize that 
the . sentiments which I had delivered had, in 
any way, tended to defeat the project for distribut- 
ing among the States the money of the peopie, I 
should have great cause of joy. 

è I may be permitted to add, in conclusion, that 
the active friends of this measure—so fatal to the 
independence of the States—-to the prosperity and 
happiness of the people—should they ever be able 
to induce an American Congress to pass it through 
the forms of legislation, and to make it the law of 
the land, will have thrown upon themseives an aw- 
ful responsibility. If this measure saould be ap- 
proved—if ıt should. become a law, in the present 
condition of our public finances, and in the present 
prospects of our country—I should consider that 
the love of money had controlled every other.con- 
sideration; I should consider that the power of cor- 
porations had overpowered the rights and liberties of 
the people. 


Mr. PIERCE said the motion of the Senator 
from Illinois being indivisible, a question of some 
embarrassment was presented to him, and in this 
view, and this alone, he rose to make a few re- 
marks by way of explanation, Jf in that land 
system which had work:d so long and so favorably 
for the settlers, the States, and the Federal Govern- 


ment, there was to be any radical change, such as 
was contemplated by the respective propositions of 
the Senaters from Kentucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] 
and Illinois, [Mr. Youna,] he undonbtedly had a 
preference, and a very decided preference. His 
desire, however, was to see that magnificent in- 
heritance, which had descended to this from a past 
generation——that vast and rich domain—he might 
almost say perpetual source of revenre—kept as a 
common fund, free and unencumbered, under the 
exclusive control cf Copgress, to be used in 
such manner, and for such national purp<ses, 
as the exigencies of the country might 
foom time to time demand. ‘This, it ap- 
peared to him, (without attempting to Lift 
the veil which excludes us from the future,) 
to be the safe and prudent course, to say the least. 
It possessed no charm of novelty, but it had what 
was better—what should not be lightly disregarded 
in public affairs or in the transactions of private 
life. It was sanctioned by the lessons of long ex- 
perience. He, then, was opposed to both proposi- 
tions; but, if either was to be adopted, the substi- 
tute enjoyed, in his estimation, many and decided 
advantages. There was one provision, however, 
“which commended itself particularly not only to his 
feelings cf patriotism, but to his deliberate judg- 
ment, and would control the vote he was about to 
give. He referred to the last section, whic pro- 
vided, that the sixty-five per cent. of the proceeds 
of ihe sales, should be set apart and exclusively 
applied to the gradual increase of the navy and the 
erection of such fortifications for the general de- 
fence of the country, as Congress may hereafier 
order and direct. He had endeavored, dur- 
ing the | last session of Congress, to call 
‘the attention of the country to this long 
neglected, and ‘most interesting question of our 


I knew full well the senti- , 


national defences, and he desired to say now, 
thet there was hardly a constitutional measure 
having these great objects in view, that would not 
receive his cordial sanction and support. Whether 
the apprehensions expressed by his colleague, of 
collision with a foreignpower, of vast resources 
and grasping policy, had any reasonable founda- 
tion, this was not the time perhaps to inquire. 
Our relations with Great Britain, he might be per- 
mitted to say, were not altogether what could. be 
desired. Negotiation in relation to the Northeast- 
ern boundary had for a long series of years been 
signally unsuccesstul. Was there any recent intel- 
ligence calculated to inspire brighter hopes of an 
amicable determination of the controversy? If so, 
it had not come to his knowledge. There was, it 
was true, what there had always been in relation 
to this matter, from hgh authority,assuranees of an 
amicable and friendly disposition on both sides; but 
where was the acknowledgement of our just rights 
or the approximation of such acknowledgment? 
Moreover, had not every gentieman read with pain 
the recent correspondence of the British Minister and 
our Secretary of State, upon another delicate ques- 
tion involving the rights of the two Governments, 
and deeply affecting the sensibilities of the people 
of both? Fn this posture of our relations, did it be- 
come us cn the Western continent, while the sword 
of conquest or of subjugation was already waving 
in triumph over tbe East, to slumber or repose in 
security? He kaew that in answer to sucha ques- 
tion, there would come vp a full and unequivocal 
negative response from the people, through the 
whole length aud breadth of the Union. Bat when 
would action follow? When would that voice im- 
peratively demand the necessary legislation? Wou'd 
it be resorted to seasonably? or would it be deferied 
toa moment when argumentation might be drowned 
in the loud reprsaches of eitizeas banished from 
unprotected and ruined cities? He said these 
things, not to awake alarm, or to excite any unne- 
ce:sary feeling, but to arouse to a sense of possible 
danger, and absolute duty. It was an astonishing 
fact, that with the disasters that attended the early 
periods of the late war, /resh in our recollection, we 
were at this moment reiatively more deficient in pre- 
paration for a.cunflict with Great Britain than we 
then were; and yet a deba.c has occupied the Senate 
for weeks upon the question of distributing to the 
Sates a fund not in possession, but hereafier 
toaccrue. Hewould not pu.sue this subject of the 
defences, which would be ‘legitimately before the 
Senate when another bill upon the calendar should 
be taken up, further than to remark, that whether 
war were remote or near, (and he devoutly hoped 
the former might prove to be the case,) it was un- 
deniably the part ef statesmaniike forecast and ele- 
vated patriotism to provide for the worst, and 19 do 
it in view of our exposed condition and of the vast- 
ness of tha interests involved. As had been before 
remarked, his object ia rising was not to partici- 
pate in the debate, but merely to make such an. ex- 
planation as would place the vote he was about to 
give upon its true ground, snd beyond the reach of 
misconstrveiion. It winld only express his choice 
between the two propositions; he was opposed to, 
and wouid ultimately vote against both. The state 
of the Treasury, and the condition of the country, 
seemed to him alike to forbid any great change ia 
the land system, or any experiments upon the reve- 
nue, such as either of the proposed plans would ne- 
cessarily involve. With regard to the project of 
Gistribution, he desired to say it would encounter 
his opposition at whatever time, and in whatever 
form, it might be presentcd. 

In his judgment it was repugnant to clear con- 
stitational principles, ani the highest considera- 
tions of public policy. z this, or that, or the 
other Slate was to be relieved from the burden of 
their heavy debts, were questions to be referred to 
the resources and the financialskill and policy of 
each for itself. For New Hampshire, he would 
say, that while she sought no aid from abroad,and 
would promptly pay all debts of her own contract- 
ing, her people would never consent to be taxedin 
any way to pay the debts of others. There was no 
question upon which the opinion of that people was 
more sound, or. more uniform; and that judgment 
had been deliberately formed, after some experi- 


ence in the supposed advantages.of distribution. 
Opposed as they were, most decidedly to the: distri- 
bution even of our surplus funds, it:could require. no 
particular sagacity to foresee how they would receive 
tbe absurd. proposition tọ grant to the- Statesyin 
their corporate capacities, . to-day, what, itwasno-- 
torious, must, by taxation, ‘direct, or indirect; be-en-- 
acied with all the expenses of disbursement. and 
collection, from the people in their individual capa- 
cities, to-morrow. ; 


SPEECH OF MR. ALLEN, 


OF OHIO. 


In Senate, Monday, January 25, 1841—On the propo- 
sition of Mr. Critrenpen to. distribute the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public Jands to the 
Siates, submitted as an amendment. to the pre- 
emption bill, then under consideration. : 

Mr. ALLEN addressedithe Senaie as follows: 

If, Mr. President, a - British Minister were, upon 
this floor, to propose measures for our adoption— 
measures most beneficial to, hig own country and 
ruinous to ours—he would, presume, in the first 
place, advise this Governimeht to mortgage its 
whole domain to the bankers6f England, in secu- 
rity for the debts of the States. Next, he would 
insist that the five millions of dollars, now annually 
brought to the Treasury from the sale of, this do- 
main, should be paid to those bankers through. the 
agency of the States-—they being constituted, thas 
British factors to receive and. to remit the amount. 
To supply the consequent deficiency in the national 
income, he would fnrther recommend the imposi- 
ticn vf-a new tax, equivaleat to that sum, upon 
the American people, and particularly upon those 
of the South and West. Then, would he advise 
that this acditional burden should be levied as a 
duty upon the siiks and wines received by us from 
France, in exchange for our cotton; and upon this 
latter would he more especially insist, because the 
imposition of such a duty would inevitably divert 
our whole trade in cotton from that conntry to 
England; and by giving a monopoly to her of . this 
great product of our soil, comprehending, as it 
does, one-half of our entire exports, enable the 
Engtish purchaser to fix his own prices upoa it, 

Such would be the counsels of a British Mi- 
nister; but, sir, thereis no British Minister upon 
this foore And yet we have heard these very 
measures, one and all, urged upon us—urged with 
zeal and with passion—eand that, too, by the Sepa- 
tor from from Massachusetts, [Mr. WEBSTER,] 
the very man who is soon to become the organ of 
intercourse between his own and the British Go- 
vernment. i 

In order to attain these results with. the 
apparent sanction of the Constitution, and there- 
fore to veil its breach, as well as the fright 
ful consequences of such measures, from the 
eyes of the people, words and things have been 
transposed; objects professed, whilst the opposite 
are sought; and reason as well as truth been made 
subordinate to aform of phraseology, which both 
condemn. That the people may not start, at this 
levy of a British iax, yearly, of five millions upon 
them, itis proposed, first, to cellect it through the 
secret means of the customs; it is next declared to 
bea taxon Inxuries merely, aad therefore a Bur- 
den alone upon the rich; and, finally, its. payment 
to British bankers, when collected, is to. be called a 
disir‘bution of the proceeds of the public: lands 
to the States. But the imposture stops. not here. 
For, whilst it is by all conceded, including the Se- 
nator himself, that Congress has no authority in 
the Constitution to distribute the national revenue, 
yet he seeks that authority, first, by going. behind 
and beyond the Constitution to the deeds of ces- 
sion; then. by denying the name of revenue to the 
fund derived from the Jands; aud, in the end, by re- 
turning to the Constitution, in order to embrace 
lands never ceded. 9 . 

In the first part of this cirenitous sophistry, we 
are told that the public domain is not the. property 
of the States, united as a whole in their character 
of a Federal Union, but held by them in this cha- 
racter asa trust for the becefit, severally, of ‘the 
individual Siates. This is said to be. manifest 
from the cessions executed by a part of. the States 
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to the old Congress of the Confederation; and it is 
upon theassumption of this fact that the argument 
is. rested, which deduces from those cessions the 
power of the present Government, acting under a 
Constitution since adopted, to distribute the reve- 
nue arising from all the lands among the States in- 
dividually. But, sir, ali the lands were never so 
ceded. On the contrary, the greater part: lie far 
beyond what were ever. the utmost limits of the 
ceding States, and were purchased by this, from 
foreign Governments, since the Constitution was 
adopted. Here, then, whilst the claim of power to 
distribute, founded upon the alleged character of 
the cession, is extended over the entire domain, the 
cessions themselves are found to embrace but an 
inconsiderable part. 

As to this portion thus ceded prior to the Con- 
stitution, ithas been shown, by other Senators, to 
have been vested, not in trust, bu: in absolute pro- 
perty, in the Confederation. Yet, I advert to this 
without deeming it important. For the object of 
the ceding States, whatever it might then have 
been, has since become utterly immaterial; because 
this Government holds no power over the lands in 
virtue of those cessions, but by an express grant 
in the Constitution. From that source alone, it 
derives authority over all things subject to its ac- 
tion. Beyond that, it has no power to go; because 
it would then be beyond the source of its own 
existence. The Constitution was not, as many 
suppose, the reorganization of a previously existing 
system, but an original—a first Governwent within 
itself; the old Confederation having possessed not 
one—not even the first—faculty of a Government: 
acting, as it did, never on men but States, and de- 
pendent, as it was, on volition solely for obedience. 
Whe ceding States—the States to which the cessions 
were made—all the parties to the cessions, were 
alike parties to the Constitution. Their objects in 
its adoption were the same; and, as the Confedera- 
tion was dissolved. in that very act, a readjustment 
was necessarily made of their relative rights and 
interests, equally in the lands as in every thing else. 
For these reasons it was that Congress, by an ex- 
press grant in the Constitution, was authorized to 
“dispose of the public lands;” a grant amounting, 
in itself, to a cession anew—to a constitutioual ces- 
sion—of whatever right or reversion, title or trust, 
in the lands, the States might bave have held prior 
to, or during, the Confederation. And, sir, this 
new cession, if not the old, is, upon the face of it, 
incontestably absolute. For, if not so—if, as is 
pretended, upon the contingency of having dis- 
charged the public debt, the remaining lands, or 
their proceeds, were to be diverted to a particular 
object, (as to distribution among the States,) and 
that object, too, not otherwise within the power of 
Congress, why was not such object declared? Why 
was the grant of power not made commensurate 
with iit} Why were the lands—the whole of the 
Jands—confounded with all other public property, 
and made subject expressly to the same power, as 
they certainly are by these words of the Constitu- 
tion: “The Congress shall have power to dispose of, 
and make all needful rules and regulations respect- 
ing, the territory or oiher property belonging to the 
United Sates.” This is the single clause by which 
Congress has power over the jands, and eqnally ap- 
plicable is it to all public property. 

If, then, it be said (and so it bas been) that this 
power is, upon its face, unlimited, and that, there- 
tore, although Congress has no authority to distri- 
bute revenue generally, it may yet apply the lands, 
other property, or their proceeds, in distribution to 
the States, my answer is, that the power is unlimited 
only within the orbit of the Constitntion. To any 
object which is itself, and independently of this par- 
ticular power, within that orbit, the application may 
be made, but to none other; beyond the Constitu- 
tion Congress cannot go, in search of a new object 
for the application of this fund; nor can it draw 
such an object within its own action, by connecting 
it with others already there. 

And of this the reason is piain, Through. 
out the Constiiution there ran two distinct 
classes of powers—the one prescribing the ob- 
jects to be executed; the other providing the means 
of execution. In the former class, the objects are 


few and express, in order to confine the action of the | 


Government within definite limits. _ In the latter, 
the means are, by the form of the grant, necessarily 
general, yet limited in fact by the objects expressed 
in the former; because the object in view must ever 
precede, and afford the sole reason for at all re- 
sorting to means. ` To the second of the two class- 
es belong the general powers: “lo lay and collect 
taxes,” “to borrow money,” and to “dispose of and 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting 
the territory, or other public property.” The ob- 
jects to which the proceeds arising from the exer- 
cise of these powers may be applied, are, elsewhere 
in the Constitution, expressly numbered; and the dis- 
cretion of Congressin making the application is 
limited to æ choice between the objects so expressed. 
If, therefore, the distribution of the revenue, or of 
the proceeds of the public property, or of the pro- 
perty in kind, be not iselfan object existing in the 
Constitution, independently of the powers to collect 
revenue, to borrow moneys, and to dispose of the 
property, it exists not atall. The power to raise 
means by taxes, loans, or the sale of property, was 
left discretionary as to amount, for no other reason 
than because the sums necessary to execute the ex- 
press objects to which those means were to be ap- 
plied were contingent, and, therefore, not to be fore- 
seen. But the number of those objects being known 
and limited, imposes a check upon the exercise of 
this discretion. Tt can be exercised no further than 
those objects, as they arise, are seen fo require. 
The means are limited by the end. So, likewise, is 
the selection of the particular one out of the o'¥jects, 
in the execution of which the means are to be ap- 
plied, left to the discretion of Congress; because, a 
choice between these several objects must depend 
upon the ever changing and unforeseen exigencies 
of Government. But here, too, this discretion is 
limited to the number of enumerated objects, among 
which the choice must be made; and that number 
is fixed in the Constitution. In a word, sir, the 
power to raise means, from whatever source, is, as 
to that, exhausted when the means are obtained. 
The application of them, then, requires the agency 
of a new and distinct power, which begins to act 
only when the other ceases. Nor can these powers 
be blended, increased, or diminished, or the order 
of their exercise transposed, by assigning the 
means to an object before they are themselves 
obtained; or by changing the character of the means, 
as by converting money into land,or land into 
money. 

Yet, sir, such has been the purpose, the single 
purpose, of all the reasoning of the Senator from 
Massachusetts. He claims for Congress the 
power to distribute the fund derived from the lands, 
for the sole reason that it 7s so derived: thus mak- 
ing the power of appropriation depend not upon the 
object for which revenue may be raised, but upon 
the source whence it comes. Well, sir, if this 
principle be sound—if the source of revenue be 
not limited by the objects of appropriation—il, on 
the contrary, the number of those objects depends 
upon that source—if the power to appropriate does 
not limit, but rests upon, the power to tax—then are 
both unbounded, the Constitution impotent, and 
the Government absolute. 

But why distribute the five millions yearly 
drawn from the lands? Is it thought to bea suar- 
plus beyond the wants of Government? No. 
So far from it, that the Senator admits its with 
drawal from the Treasury will require the imposi- 
tion of a new tax upon the people; and actually 
proposes the levy of the tax, to an equal amount, 
as the first step in distribution. Why, then, this 
circuitous legislation? Why not advance direetly 
to ihe end in view? Why not distribute the tax to 
be raised, and retain the money derived from the 
lands? The reason is manifest; the one process 
may conceal, the cther will expose, the real object to 
the people—taxation for distribution. For in what, 
at last, does this process end, if not in a distribu- 
tion of revenue generally—in the levying of taxes 


upon the people for that purpose; and, in reference | 


to the annaal income from the lands, only as fix- 
ing, for the present, the sum to be imposed for dis- 
tribution? 

Who, then, can doubt that the Senator’s reason- 
ing, disguised though its object be, resolves itself 
into a claim of power in the Federal Government 


to tax the people, not for its own rightful purposes 
alone, but for the purposes, also, of the Ststes—to 
tax them for all purposes whatever, as well those 
beyond as within the Constitution? And if, sir, 
such be the power of this Government, what power, 
what right, is left to the States—what security to 
the people? For is it not evident that, as the power 
of taxation must ever be commensurate with the 
objects committed to the care of Government, if 
those objects ke numberless, left solely at discre- 
tion, equally discretionary must be that power. 
Then does the Constitution become a nullity, and 
the people defenceless. Nor, sir, does the form of 


` Government, in such a case, whatever it may be, 


change the character of the evil. Despotism over 
men is the freedom of Government from restraint, 
whilst acting upon them. Their liberty depends 
upon the existence of such restraint, not upon their 
ultimate power of repairing wrongs, by revolu- 
tion—a power at all times equally available, in 
their hand, against all the forms and ills of Govern- 
ment. Thus reasoning, as undoubtedly they did, 
the American people not only divideu power be- 
tween the State and Federal Governments—not 
only limited each by written Constitutions, but, 
for the greater precaution, withheld from both all 
powers deemed dangerous to the liberty of the citi- 
zen. But why this division—these limitation@— 
why this reservation, if the taxing power was to be 
left in this Government illimitable as to objects or 
amount? 

To tax is a power, in its practical results, includ- 
ing all others. By this it is that Government takes 
from the people, and applies to its own use, their 
property, and the products of their labor. To this 
they submit for no other reason than because Go- 
vernment is instituted for their benefit, and contri- 
bution by them essential to its existence. But Go- 
vernment is no longer for their benefit, when, 
taking to itself an undue proportion of their sub- 
stance, it inflicts misery where it should afford se- 
curity against it—a result ever inevitable when the 
taxing power feels no restraint. Hence st is that 
the only test by which the freedom or despotism in 
any systera can be known is, whether this power 
over the property and labor of the people be limit- 
ed or not. If unlimited, the system is despotic; if 
limited so inefficiently as.to admit of evasion with 
impunity, it is equally so. In either case, the Go- 
vernment and the people become, eventually, anta- 
gonist forces, with antagonist interests—the one 
streggling to obtains, the other to withhold, contri- 
butions. Every new tax, then, strengthens the 
Government and enfeebles the people in the con- 
test. Through all history, this struggle is visible. 
This it is, more than any other, that has, in every 
age, convulsed the world, and strewed its bosom 
with the blood and bones of murdered men. In the 
Roman republic, the governing class, having first 
succeeded in obtaining almost the entire property 
of the country by sly and imperceptible means 
Jong employed, the strife began with the people for 
restitution. So wasitin France prior to the first 
revolution; and such is now the strife in England. 
With us it seems Government is about to com- 
mence the contest for acquisition with the citizens. 
But in every instance, whether to acquire or to re- 
tain, the struggle for property is the same; and the 
people, whose labor produces all, are ever in the 
right. Wherever, under a system at all free, the 
governing power has succeeded (and it generally 
has) in the plunder of the people, these results have 
invariably followed: a division of the popular mass 
into classes, the rich and the poor; next, the esta- 
blishment of political orders, the aristocracy, with 
power, wealth, and corruption—the multitude m 
penury, dependence, and wrath; and, finally, when 
civil discord, proseription, confiscation, and death 
have had their sway, single-handed despotism has 
closed the scene. 

To this catastrophe, and by these means, have 
ali free Governments been brought; and. whether 
it be, of all such, the inevitable tendency, our 
own example must prove. But if this calamity, 
hitherto universal, can here be averted | if our 
destiny shall be found more happy than theirs—it 
will be because the people resist the evil whilst 
yet ihey are strong, and end it at the begin- 
ning; for with us, as with others, the necessities 
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of Government, the support of credit, the relief of 
the country, are, and ever will be, the ready rea- 
sons put forth for taxation without limit, and, 
through it, usurpation of power. Jf not arrested at 
the outset, repetition will give to each act of plun- 
der the authority of precedent; and time, in all 
things a powerful element of ttle, will gradually 
reconcile men to endurance; until at last, having 
become strong by allaying resistance, Government 
will throw away the veil, no longer necessary, and 
claim to sack the multitude, asa matter of right, 
for the benefit of the few. 

In the spectacle of starving millions, England— 
that England so oftea commended to our imitation 
here—affordsan example of this unbounded power 
of taxation. Never,in any part of the globe, have 
an equal number of human beings produced, by 
their toil, in a single year, an amount so great of 
the necessaries and comforts of life, as are annu- 
ally wrought by the Jaboring English. Upon every 
principle of justice, then, their own comforts should 
be proportionably great—their social condition 
happy. Yet, is this the fact? Are they who toil 
so incessantly—whose labors produces so much— 
are they even fed, clothed, sheltered from the 
storm, themselves, or families? Have they hope, 
for the future, of relief this side the grave? No! 
one half of the entire nation—I speak it not from 
rumor, but upon the authority of British statistics 
—one half of the entire nation are reduced to ab- 
solute pauperism. One fourth dependent, through 
the year, on the pauper fund alone for support; 
another, fed occasionally from it, whenever they 
are brought, as often they are, to the alternative of 
charity or death, And why this misery, this de- 
gradation, of the most laborious people ever 
known? Why this suffering of the mass, whilst 
the Government and the ruling orders are noto- 
riously the richest in the world? But, is. the evil 
temporary? will it soon pass away? did it arise 
from natural or from fortuitous causes—from a 
dearth—the failure of a crop, or the ravages of a 
pestilence? Never!—the cause and the misery 
are alike human and permanent. 

Tae Government—Parliament with its omnipo- 
tence—its limitless power of taxation: there is the 
source—there alone—of all those wrongs and ago- 
nies. It is this power, acting unrestrained, through 
the double agency of Parliament and the bank, by 
which Government and its appended orders, the 
aristocracy, church, army and navy, fund-holders 
and bankers, daily take from the laboring millions 
every dollar they earn; leaving not even an ade- 
quate subsistence. And when thus all is taken— 
when death itself threatens to stop ihe future in- 
come of Government by the starvation of the la- 
borer—then, but not until then, is enough return- 
ed, as a public charity, to keep him alive. 

But if, sir, one half of the nation be powerless 
paupers, the Government (and by that, I mean 
not the Throne and Parliament only, bat 
them with their appended orders,) are the 
mightiest on earth, Nor is it wonderful that 
such a Government, thus armed with the whole 
earnings of its people, should have been able to 
expend five hundred millions of treasure to retain 
these States as colonies; six thousand millions to 
restore . hereditary monarchy in France—should 
now beable to interfere in the affairs of all na- 
tions; to hold, by its navy, markind in awe; to 
subsidize, with its capital, half the thrones of Ea- 
rope. No wonder that such @ Government, the 
natural enemy of ours—yes, sir, I say the natural 
enemy, regardless of the Federal cant so often 
heard about “our affinity of interests with the 
mother country;” regardless of the studied efforts 
daily made to justify here every abuse, usurpation, 
corruption, and fraud upon the authority of British 
example; no wonder that such a Government, with 
a view to its great object of our humiliation and 
ruin, should have violated our territory, fired our 
vessels, murdered our citizens; and, by its stocks, 
its corporations, its capital, and its mercenaries 
among us, should have deranged our affairs, re- 
duced cur prices, distressed our people, and forced 
thousands to ery out for relief, and seek it in the 
expulsion from our councils of those who dared to 
resist British domination. No, sir; nor is it won- 
erful that now, when these things are done, Eng- 


land’s bankers should demand a mortgage on Ame- 
rican soii, or that men should be found here ready 
to giveit. Yes, to give it; because ‘thes Federal 
Government (says the Senator from Massachusttis) 
is bound to uphold the credit of the States.” And 
how? By the payment or assumption of their debts. 
There is no oiher way. But even this is insufli- 
cient. For the Government, to uphold their credit, 
must guaranty, likewise, all debts the Siates may 
in future contract, or assume the power to restrain 
them from contracting any more. If it can do the 
latter, then are the States made powerless, and 
brought in subjeciion.to its will, If it cannot re- 
strain them, and yetis bound to uphold their credit, 
then must it tax the people as much as the States 
desire to spend; whilst thus they are induced to 
spend as muchas they can. For if this Govern- 
ment be bound to pay their present debts, ‘so is it 
their future; if one class of debis, then equally all; 
if bound to pay those incurred for internal im- 
provements or for banking capital,) as were most 
of these now contracted,) it is bound also, and for 
the same reascn, to defray all the charges of State 
administration. And where is Congress to find 
means to satisfy a demand so insaiiate? In un- 
bounded, interminable taxation. 

In this manner it is proposed to uphold State 
credit; and this is cailed a tavor to the Sates, As 
if the State and Federal Governments did not 
both derive their only revenue from the same and 
only source—the pockets of the same people. But 
in what does this favor resul? Plainly in this: 
Congress, not the State Legislature, is in future 
to tax the people of the States for ail object of State 
necessity; and may, for a reasen equally good, pre- 
seribe, by law, what those objects shal! be, when 
and how to be executed. Thus would the State 
Governments, having become useless, be virtually 
abolished, and the people deprived of the very 
benefits they obtained by the American Revolution 
—local government, local taxation, imposed by 
themselves for local objects. For the Federal Go- 
vernment is, to the people of a State, in reference 
to their local affairs, a foreign power; and if, to 
raise revenue for State expenditure, it assumes the 
right to tax them, they are taxed without their con- 
sent—a condition which no other word than tyran- 
ny can deseribe. But for illustration, I pat the 
case. The people of Ohio, acting through their lo- 
cal Legislature, now judge of their own wants as a 
State, and tax themselves to meet those wants. If 
a canal is desired, they determine when, where, 
how, and by what agenis, it shail be executed. If 
a tax be necessary, they decide in what manner, 
when, and to what amount, it shall be levied. 
These questions, so important, are seitled by a ma- 
jority of that people, none others interposing; and 
in this fact they find. the benefits of the State Gto- 
vernment. But if, instead of this, Congress, in 
whose power the people of Ohio have but a limited 
participation—if Congress, whose action they can- 
not, therefore, control, should assume to judge for 
them of their local wants—to tax them for distribu- 
tion to meet those wants—that is to say, decide for 
them when and in what part of the State a canal 
shall be cut, and tax them to defray the charges of 
the work;—if Congress should zet thus, would not 
that people receive their local laws, and pay local 
taxes imposed against their consent, by the will of 
others—as much so as did our fathers of the Colo- 
nies before the Revolution? For is it not evi- 
dent that a people are taxed without their con- 
sent, when, as in this case, the disapprobation of 
a majority cannot prevent i? Nor does the 
fact that the State is represented in Congress affect 
the principle, so long as ibe tax and objects are 
local. 

This illustration would seem sufficient; yet I 
will push it still farther. The people of Obio 4 
owe a debt; and, to pay it, propose to tax theme 
selves, at their own time, in their own way, to t 
amount of a million, through their own Legisia- 
ture. Congress comes forth, and says tq them, 
Keep your money; I will give you enongh to dis- 
charge your obligation. ‘Ihe people reply by ask- 


ing, Where will you get it? Congress answers, I 
will give you the million I have just received from 
the sale of my lands. The people then ask, If you 
give us that million, will you not yourself want 


another, to discharge your own obligations; and, 
if so, where will you get that other? Congress re- 
plies, Yes, that is true; and I shall: indeed be ĉon- 
pelled to tax you for this last million, before I 
can agree to give you the first. The people an- 
swer, If that be the case, what make we by il? ‘You 
give us one milllon, we give you another; and we; 
moreover, have to pay you the costs of collection. 
Better, then, that we should keep our own million 
and pay. our own debt; for what you propose is 
nothing more than to fax us a million te pay it, if, 
in addition to this, we will reward your trouble. 
Congress replies, That is even so; I am aware I 
must first take the million from you, by taxation, 
before I can return it in the way of distribution; 


j but still, you had better submit to this, than to tax 


yourselves for the payment of the debt; because, 
when taxed by yourselyes, you know it; the tax is 
paid directly, and each man sees what he pays; but 
when J tax you, though you pay even more, you 
do not exactly see the process: as you pay to me, 
not through the collector, but the merchant, in the 
increased price of every thing you buy; and this I 
call ray indirect tax or tariff duty, which the mer- 
chant had, in the first place, to pay, when he pur-. 
chased the goods at New York. To this the people 
answer, It is not the manner of paying, but the 
payment itself, which takes money from our pock- 
ets; and your reasons are, therefore, insufficient. 


i Congress again replies, That, likewise, is true; but 


the fact is, you, the people of Ohio, owe the British 
bankers a debt, and will not, I fear, tax yourselves 
tu pay it; and J wish to compel the payment, by 
myself taxing you for that purpose. The people 
rejoin by saying to Congress, You came kere at 
first offering us money as a favor, in the name of 
distribution, to pay our debt; you have ended with 
an impeachment of our integrity; with an attempt 
to usurp the power of State taxation; with an im- 
pertinent interference in our affairs; therefore, 
depart. 

Thus are the forms of indirect taxation and the 
name of the public domain sought to be made the 
means through “vhich this Government may as- 
sume absolute power over the States and: the peo- 
ple—over the whole property and labor of ‘the 
country. a es 

And who are to receive the fund distributed? 
Not the people, who, in the first place, paid it; but 
the States—the Legislatures of the States, In 
what would this result? Extravagance and waste. 
Not, indeed, because legislative bodies. are (for 
they -are not) likely to be composed of men less 
virtuous than others, but because no body of men, 
however honorable individually, ever could, or ever 
can, with safety, be charged with the conduct of 
public affairs, in the absence of all responsibility. 
{t was for this reason, drawn from the calamitous 
experience of the world, that the serious, the 
thoughtful, the cautious people of America im- 
posed upon all the departments of power, as 
well as upon each public fanctionary, the most 
pesitive restraints and highest sanctions, by. their 
written organic laws. The great, the only se- 


| curity the people of a State now have for the eco- 
i nomy of its Legislature in the expenditure of the 


public money, is the responsibility under which. 
the Legislature acts, of having itself, first to tax 
its own consttituency, in order to raiseit. But, 
by the system of distribution, the responsibility of 
collecting revenue is 10 be separated from the power 
to apply it; Congress is to tax the people, the 
Legislature {to expend the tax. Hach member of 
the latier body, aware, therefore, as he would be, 
that, when the State Treasury was exhausted, Con- 
gress, not he, must bear the odium of laying a 
new tax to replenish it, would very naturally 
seek to obtain for all objects in his particular dis- 
trict or county the largest appropriations possible; 
considering, as he would, every dollar thus ob- 
tained a clear gain, to that extent, out of the com- 
mon spoil. In this ‘manner, the very desire now 
so strong with the representative, and justly se, to 
please his immediate constituents by his economy 
ot the public money, would then become a reason 
equally sirong for its profligate waste. Where, in 
such. acase, would be the limit to expenditure?— 
where to taxation necessary to meet it? Nowhere, 


until Government had consumed the whole sub- 
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‘stance of the toiling multitude, and left them here, 
as in England, clad in the ragged livery of pauper- 
ism—breadless and. hopeless. 

` Sir, I have already said that the money, if dis- 
tributed, will go not to the people who, in the first 
instance, paid it. Again, 1 have said thatin all 
Governmenis professing to be free, this power of 
unlimited taxation ever has divided the mass into 


classes of the rich and the poor, and upon such | 


‘division founded separate orders in the ‘State—the 
‘one, who govern and riot the other, who toil and 
obey. Sach always wiil be found to be the result. 
‘The process which leads to it is plain. ‘Lhe ag- 
‘gregate fund in the hands of Government is made 
up of contributions by every citizen. In the ap- 
plication of it, therefore, or its benefits, justice re- 
“quires that each should "reecive a proportion equal 
to that he advanced. But in thie the case? Never; 
nor ever can it be, Itis one of the evils in the 
‘best of Governments, that equality in the distribu- 
‘tion of burdens and. benefits is found utterly im- 
And, sir, itis for this very reason, 
more’than for all others together, that taxation and 
expenditure should be sirietly limited. For, in 
* every tax, some are made thus to pay unreqnited 
tribute to others. The wrong increases with raci 
_ additional assessment, until finally, if continued, 
breaks the equilibrinm of society. The favcred 
‘class rises to wealth by the very canse that denresses 
the unfortunate. Each day separates them more 
widely from one another; and the former, drawing 
still nearer tothe Government whilst the later is 
sinking beneath, it becomes, in the end, the Go- 
vernment itself—a ruling order, based upon and 
sustained by the pillage of the rhultitude. 

What with us has been the fact, and what its 
resul's, in the very first instance of distribution? 
_Toallitis known that 28 101,614 dollars, then 
called its surplus revenue, were, in the year 1837, 
` distributed by this Government, in the name of a 
deposite with the States, Where went that mo- 
ney? To the peop)? to the men by whom it had 

, been advanced? No; not the fifth dollar of it; but 
to the Legislatures first; and then, chiefly, to bank- 
ing or to other corporate companies, and to the 
rich, for the very reason and they were so. 

And now, that I may the more clearly expose 
this—the flagrant injustice inflicted by the practi- 
cal operation of the distribution principle upon the 
tax paying mass of the peopic—I shall trace 
briefly, yet with all the accuracy of which a mat- 
ter so confused and complicated admits, the pro- 
gress of this surplus fund, from the National ‘Crea- 
sury to its last known destination. Bot here, he: 
fore preceeding farther, it is important to remart 
that I speak in reference only to the $25,234, 131 
received by the twenty out cf tre twen ty-six Siates, 
by which alone reports have been mate to this Go- 
vernment; the other six to whom $2, 867 ,512 were 
“distributed, having made no returns. So is it jike- 

. wise material to observe, that jractions are, in all 
instances, discarded; because anxious to preżent 
merely the general trath, I desire not to ebseure it 
by immaterial particulars. 

Ín the first place, then, out of the last instal- 
ment, paid as it was in the notes of suspended 
banks, (worth on average, atthe lime, but about 
ninety cents in the dollar,) those institutions thas 
manifestly gained, without an equivalent, near 
one million of dollars. To this, and next, in order are 
to be added $8,554,000, which invred to tue benefit 
of the banks, in the form of loans made to stock 
invested, and deposites made, in them. Then, as 
recipienis of ths fund, come the private comp 
nies, incorporated maialy with a view to in 
Improvements, and to whom $969,000 we 
stock and loans, Ard finally, of the total sum, 
$10,033,000 were distributed to the town and coun- 
vies of the States, to be loaned by them (as was 
generally the fact) to banks, to other corporations, 

_and to the wealthy few among the citizsns who 

. were able to pledge property for its payment. 

Thus, from an analysis of the reports made by 
twenty of the States, does it incontestably appesr, 
that, of the twenty five million two hundred and thir- 
ty-four thousand dollars, drawn first by the taxiag 
power of this Government from the whole body 
of the people, twenty million five hundred and 

Aifty-six thousand inured, in its distribution, to the 


benefit of the banking and other chartered associa- 
tions, and to the favored few-—not the needy, but 
the rich—in the towns and ccunties; whilst, on the 
other hand, but about five millions (one-fitth of the 
great aggregate) was applied. to public works un- 
dertaken by the States—to the payment of their 
debts and their curreñt expenditure—the only form 
in which the people could feel the benefit in the re- 
duction of their taxes. 

Bere, then, is an example of the wrongs already 
commiited on the mass of the nation, by this Go- 
vernmeut’s abuse of the taxing power; for from 
this abuse it was that the act of disiribution result- 
ed. I speak not, therefore, harshly of the act it- 
self; first, because it was a consequence rather than 
the prime source of the evil; aad again, for the 
reason that there are some among my own politi- 
cal friends, who, thinking to diseagage the Govern- 
ment from the embarrassments the surplas occa- 
sioned, gave the act their support. On them, what- 
ever may now be thought of the policy of their 
course in this particular, I would inflict no wound 
——none certainly on them, whilst there are yet, on 
the other side ofthe Senate, those, our common 
enemies, who, responsible for the primeval sin, are 
therefore the rightful subjects of complaint. Neo; 
I censure notfriends supposed to have erred, when 
there are foes known to have done so. “Pursue 
the strangers, but spare the Romans,” was the just 
injanction at the rout of Pharsalia; an injunction 
it were well to remember in all the conflicts of 
men, 

After this example—the first in cur history 
who can doubt the certain tendency of distnbu- 
tion? Who ean doubt that, if renewed, this policy 
will eveniuate, as beiore declared, in the forma- 
tion of cla-ses among us—in the establishment of 
orders—in. the concentration of all power in this 
G.vernmen!—and, finally, in the transfer of the 
Government itselfto the hauds of a moneyed aristu- 
cracy? Whathave we aiready witnessed? kiave we 
noiseen these banks, these corporations—~every one 
ot them, of every description, to which the revenue 
distributsd went—have we not seen the favored 
few, almost to a may, by whom so large a portion 
wax recvived—have we not seen all these, banks, 
corporations, and men united, combined, enfuriated 
azainst the Democratic pariy—and that, too, for 
the very reason, openly proclaimed, that it cpposes 
this iniquitous system of taxation for their benefit 
alone? Have we not seen the same institutions, 
the came persons, andthe same associations of per- 
sons, banded together in a common league with the 
very men who, ia the fegislative halls of the States 
—in the halis of Congress—in the Executive and 
Jadicial Departments, Siate and Federal—in all 
the subdivisions of political power, now stand fo 
ward the relentless advocates of taxes and distri- 
butions? Yes; the very men who, whilst they tell 
us the Treasury is exhaus'ed—ike bleod dried up 
—still furiously clamor for the last doilar—for the 
last drop. And why? ‘Vo satiate the maw of an 
aily, who has conferred dominion upon them. 

At first, sir, the object of distribution was dis- 
guised; buat now, victorious as they are, it Is 
openly proclaimed. The Senator from Massachu- 
seiis, no longer concealing the real motive, declares 
that he presses the distribution of the revenue among 
the States, in view of its application to the payment 
of their depts; and for this he finds cons itutional 
authority, in the obligation of this Government to 
uphold the credit of the States, which, he informs 


- us, bas been rudely assailed, And here, sir, it 


was, at this point of his argnment, hat the Sesa- 
tor broka forth in the bitterest denunciation of those 
y whom he alleges this assault to have been made, 

But who are they? In what manner, when, where, 
by what means, have they assailed the credit of the 
States? Wil itbe believed (aud yet itis true) that 
it was the Democrscy to whom he aliuded? He 
adverted, first, to extracts in a British paper, taken 
from the Globe of this city, styled by him the organ 
of the Administration. Next, having referred to 
measures with which he knew the Democratic 
members of this body to have been associated, he 
pronounced these things an attack upon State cre- 
dit; and then declared that “the man who would 
impair.the State credit isan enemy to America, by 
whatever name he may call himself.” What, sir! 


the Democracy assail the credit of the States! the 
Democracy enemies to America! they who, on all 
occaslons, have ever defended, most zealously, the 
rights of the States, the liberties of the peop, the 
interests, honor, and glory of America; who have 
defended all these, whether endangered from abroad 
or within; whether by treasonable machinations, or 
open war; they who, in the hour of their country’s 
utmost need—when. periled by foreign arms and 
domesiic treason, were, of all her sons, the first 
to come forward—the first.to proffer their coun- 
sel, their substance, their blood, in her defence— 
the most cheerful to die; they who now, in 
the pending struggle, again swear, as they. ever 
have sworn, upon the altar of that country, on. 
sparing hostility to tyranny in all its forms—to 
every league into which ambition and avarice may 
enter, for usurpation and pillage. Are these the 
men, this the party, who sre thus denounced—de- 
nounced as enemies to America, because, in this 
trying crisis of the Government, when all the hu- 
mors that commonly conspire to bring liberty to its 
death bed are manifesting themselves around us— 
because, I say, they dare, in such a crisis as this, to 
oppose what they solemnly believe iafracts the 
Constitution, blots out the States, hazards the public 
peace, and tends infailibly to shes over the land the 
baleful influence of a forciga power; because they 
dare oppose a system of measures which tereatens 
to fire the passiens of men to fury and madness, by 
placing all property in the hands of Government as 
a prize, to be sought by fraud and violence, and ob- - 
tained amidst the turmoil of a general strife, only by 
the most daring and profligate? ”'Are these the citizens 
denounced for opposing such measures, as enemies 
to America? Yes, this is the imputation—indi- 
rect, it is true, but still the imputation—made by 
that Senator, made with feelings transporied be- 
yond all bounds, as if, whilst straggling thus to mort- 
gage to British bankers the soil of his native coun- 
try, his allegiance had been inflamed anew by a 
glance at that signal which, at the dawn of battle, 
firstrose on the terrible day of Trafalgar—* eng- 
Jand expecis every man to do his duty.” Yes, sir, 
I repeat it-feelicgs transported; for never but 
once before have I known that Senator excited to 
an equal heat beyond the uniform temper of his 
mind. And when was that? Need I teil you, Se- 
nators, (most of whom were present, ) that it was 
on the ‘memorable night when, pending the propo- 
sition for three millions to defend the country in 
the event of a war with France, he stood forward, 
and in kis place, upon this ‘A vor, declared he 
“would vote it not, even if the enemy were batter- 
ing down the walis of the Capitul?—a declaration 
in reference to which a member of theother House, 
from his own Siate and of bis own party, [Elon. J. 
Q. Anams,] proclaimed in that body, “ihat the 
man who would utter such a sentiment as that, had 
but one more siep to take, and that was-—into the 
ranks of the enemy.” 

Sir, to support its own credif, will require all the 
resources placed by the Constitution at . the dispo- 
sal of this Government. With that of the States it 
has no right to interfere, for good or for evil. For, 


_if it can with the one object, so it may for the other 


—if to uphold, so may it destroy—if to take the 
States under its guardianship, in like manner may 
it reduce them to dependence upon its will—to de- 
pendence not merely fer supplies, but for their 
very political being; for the former essentially in- 
volves the latter. 

Bat, sir, if the Federal Government had the 
right and the means of interposing to sustain State 
credit, it could not by possibility do so, without 
the utter destruction of that credit, or of ‘the State 
Governments themselves. For, if you commence 
and continue to pay the debts of the States, the 
States will continue to contract them, as their sole 
source of supply; and that for the reason ihat you, 
by strengthening their credit for the time, enable 
them. to do 3805 and because you, not they, are to 
endure the burden of payment. Thus, in that 
event, will you supplant the State Governments, by 
rendering them palpably useless, except as afford- 
ing a pretext for unlimited taxation by: you, to 
meet demands created by them. And if, upon the 
other hand, after having commenced the payment, 
and thereby stimulated the States to new indebted- 
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ness—thrown them from their guard—directed 
their attention from all means within themselves 
to` discharge obligations—if, then, you discontinue 
that payment, ‘do you not destroy their credit? 
What, indeed, sir, is the proposition now made, 
of distribution to pay State debts, but an assault 
upon their credit? On what assumption does it 
rest, but the insolvency or dereliction of the 
States? For, if ihey can aud will pay, wherefore 
do you interpose? Will not the same amount be 
required, whoever pays? and must not the funds 
be drawn from the same source—the pockets of 
the same people? These questions, obvious as 
they are, are noi more So ihan the fact, that the 
answers to ail resolve themselves into Usis: that the 
Federal Government, seeing the Siates indebted to 
British bankers, deems them insolvent, or capable 
of a breach of faith; and therefore, taking upon it- 
self the arency of those bankers, it assumes to dis- 
piace the State Legisiatures as the taxing power 
tor State purposes, and to coerce the Siates inio 
payment, by itself taxing their people for that ob- 
ech 

i And now, sir, having thus far sought, by reason- 
ing, to illustrate the effects of distribution upon the 
credit of the States, 1 advert to the twenty-eight 
millions deposited with them ia 1937, as a matier 
of experience, which anticipates all argament. 
‘Then were the Staies less indebted, their credit bet- 
ter than now. And why so? Because the depo- 
site, though it became itseif a cedt due from the 
Siates, nevertheless simulated them to yet greaier 
indebtedness, whilst, on the contrary, you deposited 
no mere. Nor, sir, was the deposite applied, in 
any proportion, to the discharge of aay debts. what- 
ever—and that fer the reasons I have already 
given, and which must forever exist, so Jong as 
one power levies, another expends, and both are 
free from restraint. 

‘As to the new tax proposed to be laid, for distri- 
bution, upon the wines and silks now annually ex- 
changed by France with us for eation, to the amount 
of twenty miilions of dollars, it must, I have said, 
fall chiefly on the people of the South and West. 
And why chiefly upon them? Because a tax upon 
those articles, they being luxuries, must, if sufficient- 
17 high to produce the expected revenue, result in 
their exclusion from this country,and by consequence 
the exclusion of our cotton from France; because 
that exclusion of our cotton must, by restricting 
thus the foreign market, reduce, in a correspond- 
ing proportion, first the price, and then the quantity 
raised in the South; because such redaction in the 
quantity of cottcn must rednce, to that extent, ihe 
quantity of labor now engaged in its culture, aud 
increase the products of grainsand meats in the 
South, by the transfer of labor from cotion to them; 
because that tranfer of labor, and increase of 
grains and meats, produced in the cotton region, 
must diminish in that preportion the demand 
there for the grains and meats of the Northwestern 
States—-Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Illiaois, and 
others; because such decreased demand must dimi- 
nish proportionately the price of these Norta- 
western products, grains, and meats; and because, 
finally, that diminution of price must fall a dead 
tax upon the people who raise those products. 

England, however, and England alone, would 
be benefited by this process; and benefited 
doubly and trably would she be—benefited in exact 
proportion to the injury sustained by us: for as 
she, with the exception of France, now affords our 
only market for cotton, if the ports of the latter be 
thas closed against us, then must she enjoy an ex- 
clusive trafic in the article, and thereby power 
absolute over its price. 

Well, thoréfore, might England and England’s 
bankers desire the promotion of those to authority 
among us, by whom these measures are proposed. 
For what benefits, should such measures prevail, 
has she kot a right to expect? What evils—what 
dangers to our country—to its independence and 
liberty, have we notreason to apprehend? With 
a monopoly of halt our exports; with a morigage 
on our whole publie domain; with pear three hun- 
dred millions of stiek, Sete and c*rporate, isvest- 
ed in our country; with British agents, mercantile 
and otherwise, ianumerable in our importing cities; 
with a language, a commerce, a kindred, a litera- 


tare, and a common law, each a medium of ber 
influence upon us; wiih her habits and manners, 
her tastes and fashions, already visible through- 
out our Atlantic frontier; with provinces and 
armies on our borders; with questions pending most 
threatening to the peace of tne nations; with a na- 
tural hostility to the forms of a Government whose 
example endangers her own; with her military re- 
sources.and armaments, vast as they are,on land 
and sea; with these, and ali these means of action 
and motives to act, what has she not a reason to 
hope, and we to fear, if, at any time hereafter, a 
purty, however small, should be found in our midst, 
wiliing to second her views of ambition? 

iready is England deeply interested, through 
the stocks of her bankers, ia our State legislation. 
Already has she inducements to interpose id our 
affairs. But great as her interests are, and strong 
her motives, both will increase a hundred fold 
should the proposed measures prevail. Should 
this Government blend its legislation with that of 
tise States, and thus, as the national power, afford a 
pretext for mzking the security of this Britisa eapi- 
tai a question of prace or war, then will British in- 
fluence be felt in all its energy; then willit enter, 
not as heretofore, slyly aud incidentaliy, Into our 
political struggles, bat with system, openly, and as 
a matter of pre:eaded right; then will it pervade our 
public councils, form the basis cfa British faction 
arnong us, and eventually stamp the impress of 
England vpoa Arncrican legislation. And, sir, 
who can dcubt—who that acknowledges any.alle- 
giance to truth dares to doubt, that the influence of 
England has been feit—deeply and dangerot ly 
jelr—in producing that state of things which brizgs 
these measures now before us? What British 
steamer, for the las: three years, has s'rack your 
shore, whose siock did not vibrate throughout the 
land? When did the Bank ot Engiand sp.ak to 
the commercial world, that your paper system did 
not quiver in all its fibres? When did your banks 
su.peud—whea contract or inflate the currency — 
when did they either of these, withcut find- 
ing in England a reason for their conduc? 
Never. And think you that a nation so vigilant cf 
her interest asthe British—so ambitious of domi- 
nion—so deadly hostile to this pecpls, to liberty 
here and the world over—so prone to interpose in 
the affairs of all others—with motives so strong, 
and means so adequate, to aid in the change of our 
councils:—think you that she stood indifferent to 
ibe recent contest, when, through the agency of ber 
stoeks, the machinery cf the paper system, through 
the curtailment of our currency, the reduction of 
our prices, the consequent distress and discontent of 
the pecple, she could affect that contest, and se- 
cure the triumph of her measures? No. Impossi- 
ble. England takes care of England’s interests, 
wherever they may be; nor will she ever want” 
friends where those interests require them. 

But stop! The Senator from Massachusetts, in- 
dignant es when, but a moment before, he im puted 
to others the crime of being enemies to America, 
exclaims, “I am tired of hearing this British in- 
finence talked of.” Indeed! And wherefore tired? 
Hes not that sound been long familiar to him? 
Heard he not those words during our recent war 
with England? when ihat England, forgetful of our 
common origin, regardless of ail the dictates of hu- 
manity and justice, of religion and of honor—re- 
pardiess of the rights of civilization itself—em- 
ployed the hereditary vengeance of the Indian 
tribes against our people; employed the hatchet of 
indiseriminate massacre, Rot only in the field of bat- 
tle, but in the slaughter, upon their farms, of the un- 
offending citizens of the frontier—men and wo- 
men, old and young—sparing not even the poor 
litle children? Heard he not then those words, 
when, in the solitude of the wilderness, remote 
from all succor, the Western settler, returning 
with the coming night to his lonely cabin, 
might find that cabin wrapped in fire; might see 
by its blaze the furious features of the brawny 
savage as he mised himself up frem his deed of 
geath, holding in one hand the bleeding scalp, and, 
with a wild and horrid glee, brandishing with the 
o her the reeking tomahawk over the cloven brain 
of the wile; whilst the infant, yet alive, clung fer 


protection to the ‘mangled corncc of its mother, and 4 


turned a meicy-imploring eye upon ‘her murderer; 
—-heard not that Senator of British influence then? 
And if not, where was he? Where, in that-day of 
his country’s danger, when with her borders-iu 
flames, her Capitol in ashes, her energies’ strung’ to 
their uimost tensien, she stretched forth her bands, 
and, with a parent’s voice, demanded. the. aid, ther 
counsel, and courage of all her sons;—where in” 
that day, was the, man who now, when England’s- 
interests are involved, denounces Democrats as 
public enemies, for refusing obedience to a 
British edict? Where then was he? Did he. rex 
spond to that call of his country? or did he séoff. 
at her calamities, and, utterly insensible to the 
sufferings of his fellow-citizens from conflagra- 
tion and massacre, did he, as a member of the other 
House, answer their cries for aid, by refusing 
even bread and clothing to the troops marching. to 
their relief——-marching to pat out the fires, and to. 
save (he victims? Task these questions, and I ap- 
peal to the journals of Congress—yes, to this whole 
nation—to answer. . 

Recent occurrences, Mr. President, have thrown: 
a dark pall over the face of the land. Causes, : in- 
numerable, each in its way threatening the public. 
freedom, have collected about us. ‘To those pre« 
inclined to despondency, the future presents, theré- 
fore, a dreary and a dismal prospect. But. to the 
high-hearted, untiring Democracy, there is notbing 
in that fature to excite terror or despair, for, united 
in purpose and in action, and roused by the great 
cbject of a nation’s deliverance, sucha party eannot 
be withsicod in a cause so just and glorious. Cou- 
rage, then, my friends; let us draw fresh courage 
from the very presence znd magnitude of the dan- 
ger; and with confidence unabated in the general 
pody of the people, let us rally in one great effort 
to the coming strife, ‘Then will the league of an- 
tition and avarice, now formed against us, be 
speedily broken; then will the Constitution be re- 
stored to life, law to its dominion, truth to its au- 
thority, and justice to its righis. No; let- none, de- 
spair. Tae source cf all power and of ali hope— 
the heart of the nation—is still sound to the core; 
süli are the forms of the Government left; and still; 
over our infant liberty, the guardian star keeps 
watch in the sky. Long may it yet elude the search 
ef the tyrant; and if, in after days, when grown to 
maturity, the bigh priests and money-changers shall 
conspire to bring it to the cross, there, even there, 
in pity and in mercy to peor human nature, will it, 
amid the lastagony, invoke, “Father, forgive them; 
they know not what they do.” 


REMARKS OF MR. SMITH, 
EN JOP INDIANA, ‘ 
In the Howseof Representatives, February 25, 1841— 

On the navy jappropriation bil; the question 

pending beikg fon the motion of Mr. Sauron- 

STALL 10 augment the appropriation “for the in- 

crease, repair armament, and equipment of the 

navy, and wear and tear of vessels in commis- 
sion,” from $1,425,000 io $2,000,000. 

Mr. SMITH, after some preluminary remarks, 
in which he said he should trespass but a short 
time on the patience of the committee, expressed 
his intention to vote against the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Sate 
TONSTALL. } a 

Mr. S. ihen referred to the previous speeches tn 
favor of the amendment, and commented with 
some severity on the inconsistencies of-ceriain gên- 
Hemen ic attempting to explain away their past 
scruples about “extravagance,” ele. Those gen- 
tlemen after having, for the last few years, raised 
an incessant clamor about. “retrenchment and re- 
form,” now appeared willing to act upon the very 
system they had been.so ‘vehemently condemning. 
But, in order to escape the conclusion which must 
necessarily be’drawd upon their. strange conduct, 
they veered round and now asserted that they did 
really want reform; puta reform, not of money, 
but of principle. Now, what was to be made of 
this? Could there be a reform of principle without 
a reform of money? Could gentiemen be said to 
have reformed in principle, when, at the same 
time, they were advocating the most extravagant 
appropriations? The idea was preposterous.’ It 
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was a distinction without. a difference, and the weak 
and miserable attempt at excuse would be preperly 
appreciated by the publie mind. 

Mr. 8. then proceeded to notice the aspersions 

cast-upon the Secretary of the N avy, whom some 
gentleman had sneered at asa mere “novel writer,” 
and had asked what could be expected from such 
a person. In answer to this, Mr. S. said he would 
as soon trust. the affairs of the Navy in the 
hands of a “novel writer,” as to a man who had 
been immured all his lifein a law library. (Mr. 
S. here, the Reporter presumes, had reference to 
the future Secretary, Mr. Badger.) 
-. Mr. 8. repeated that he considered it his impera- 
live daty to vote against the amendment, inasmuch 
as it asked an increase of the appropriation much 
beyond that which had been recommended by those 
whose peculiar duty it was to attend to the interests 
of the Navy, and who had it under their especial 
charge. Mr. S., contended that it was to be pre» 
sumed ihat those who had the subject under their 
especial chargo, ought to know best what amount 
of money was required. 

After some further remarks on the above head, 
Mr. &. said it would be impossible for gentlemen 
to carry out their promised systèm of reform unless 
they commence by cuing down all unnecessary 
appropriations, 

My colleague (said Mr. S.) has said that he did 
not complain so much about the amount of money 
expended by the present Administration, as the 
manner in which it had.been expended. Now, he 
(Mr. S.) was unable to comprehend the distinction. 

Mr. S. next proceeded to notice the Strange in- 
consistency of the Opposition, in first raising a 
storm about the amount of money which had been 
expended by the present Administration, and then 
in the same breath proposing to run up the expen- 
ditures of the coming administration to five times 
the amount. 

The mover of the amendment [Mr. SALTONSTALL] 
had pursued a most extraordinary course, for, but a 
short time ago, he had been sending documents 
through the Jand, complaining of the extravagance 
of the Administration, and now he had been de- 
claming against the same Administration for “mean 
parsimony.” 

Mr. 8. then went on to show that the charges of 
gentlemen that the navy had been neglected, was 
without the least foundation. So far from the in- 
terests of that branch of the publie service having 
been neglected, it must be obvious to all who would 
take the trouble to examine the documents, that the 
navy had been materially increased during the last 
few years. He then showed the great amount of 
money that had been appropriated for that branch 
of the service, and was surprised that gentlemen 
should make such charges as they had. He sin- 
cerely hoped that they would, in future, take the 
trouble to examine the documents to see what had 
really been done, before they proceeded to make 
charges so utterly devoid of foundation. 

Those who had. this particular object under their 
control were, it must be admitted, most likely to 
know what was really wanted. 

Bet Mr. S. proceeded to say that the Navy 
Boatd, like every other body who had a particular 
branch under their care, were apt to think that on 
that particular branch alone depended entirely the 
interests of the country. This was very natural, 
but it was the duty of Congress to supervise the 
estimates, and, when needed, cut down the appro- 
priations recommended. 

In saying this, however, he (Mr. S.) wished to 
be understood as being willing for ample appro- 
priations for the navy, although he would not vote 
for an extravagant appropriation. 

Mr. S. in referring to the feelings of Western 
people on this subject, said he did not pretend to 
be an exponent of Western feeling, but still he 
thought he had carried out the principles on which 
„he was elected. But, (said Mr. 5.) my colleague 
(Mr. Prorrrr] was elected as a “reformer,” Bat, 
let our actioss and our voles on this floor show 
who has been the sal reformer. The people of the 
‘West expected that the appropriations ought to be 
cut down, and that, in their-cpinion, was reform. 

Mr. S. next proceeded to notice the fortification 
bill reported by Mr. Wappy Tuomrson, from the 
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Committee on Military Affairs. That gentleman 
(said Mr. S.) has introduced a bill involving an 


‘amount of two and a half millions, and yet he 


claims to be a reformer! He reads us a ho- 
mily about. fortifications at the South, on the 
Gulf of Mexico, etc. He tells us a story 
that the cities of New York, Philadelphia, 
New Orleans, and other great commercial cities, 
might be destroyed, or laid under contribution by 
an enemy, in our present defenceless state. But 
he would ask the gentleman how we managed at 
the last war, when we were much weaker than we 
were at present—when our resources were not to 
be compared with those we now possessed; and 
yet we defended New Orleans, without any such 
fortifications as the gentleman deemed necessary. 
The gentleman wou'd bearin mind that the pa- 
triotic sons of the West, with a few cotton bags, 
gallantly repulsed the enemy, and carried death 
and destruction into their ranks. It was done then; 
and if the same patriotism now glowed in the bo- 
soms of the people of the West, it could be done 
again. 

Mr. 8. went on to say, that he was apprehen- 
sive that gentlemen did not present their real rea- 
sons for asking such large appropriations. There 
was something behind the curtain—some movement 
which was calculated to be kept from the public 
eye. 
which they would never do voluntarily, this cry 
about the defenceless state of the country was 
raised, as a pretext for getting appropriations. The 
onl¥ way to reform, was to cut down, instead of in- 
creasing, the appropriations. Bat gentlemen said 
they were about to reform on principle. That was 
rather a strange assertion, to. reform on principle, 
without reforming in their expenditures. He wished 
some gentleman would be kind enough to give a de- 
finition of what was meant by a reform of princi- 
ple, and a reform of money. How were they to re- 
form on principle, without reforming in money? 

Mr. S. then alluded to the favorite measures 
which the friends of the coming Administration de- 
sired to carry, such as a high tariff, a National 
Bank, &. He intimated that the people, under 
the present feeling of exultation and excitement, 
might easily be ledto rally round any popular 
leader, around whom they would freely rush for 
the carrying of any system of “reform” he might 
think proper to recommend. The people, at the 
present moment, did not stop to reason, but were 
under the influences ofa high excitement. The fact 
was, that now enthusiasm had got the better of rea- 
son. But when the people should have time to re- 
flect calmly, they would not so easily be brought to 
Suppor: the schemes now desired. When the peo- 
people should have time to look around them, after 


"the waves of political excitement shonld have sab- 


sided, then reason, and not passion, would rule. 
But gentlemen were afraid to wait until that tyme. 
They must seize the present moment, or they knew 
they would bave no hope. 

After some further remarks, Mr. S. contended 
that he would prefer the estimates of the committee 
to those of the gentlemen who had advocated an 
increase of the appropriation. 

But (said Mr. S.) 1 have another reason, though 
I do not rely upon that, for voting against the 
amendment. By keeping down the expenditures, 
it would prevent the necessity of calling an extra 
session. Ifthe appropriations were kept within 
proper bounds, there would then exist no reasoa 
for a called session; and he presumed that, under 
such circumstances, the coming Administration 
would not dare to commitso flagrant anact as to 
callan extra session, unless, in the event of an 
“extraordinary oceasion,” such as foreign war, &c. 

Mr. S. concluded by saying thathe would vote 
for the bill as presented by the committee, unless 
Stronger reasons should be urged in favor of the 
amendment. 


REMARKS OF MR. SMITH OF INDIANA, 
On Friday evening. the 26th of February, 1841, 
pending the same amendment. 

After Mr. Wick sat down, Mr. Prorrir obtain- 
ed the floor, and, at considerable length, gave his 
views in favor of the amendment to the Navy Ap- 
priation bill, and in reply to Mr. Wick, and to the 


So, in order to get the people to do that- 


Feb. 1841. 
H. of Reps. 


speech of Mr. Smita made a few days before on 
the same bill. Mr. Prorrir spoke of the position 
of Mr. Wick, but regretted that he did not see him 
m his place. He said he was imformed that his 
colleague (Mr. Wicx) had made statements deny- 
ing what he had said of that gentleman’s position 
on a former occasion; if so, he stood ready to prove 
it in half an hour. He regretted, he said, to see 
he was notin his place, but he hoped, if he had 
any colleague that heard him, he would answer. 

Mr. SMITH rose and said, he would not under- 
take to speak or explain for bis colleague, (Mr. 
Wicx,) who was so able to speak for himself, but 
he would repeat what he did say, as he understood 
him. He said “thatit was true that once he did 
support Mr. Clay; but when Mr. Van Buren was 
elected President, he supported him; and at the 
time of his eleciion to Congress, it was well under- 
stood and fully known to his constituents,” 

Mr. Prorrit proceeded and said, let his col- 
leagues go home and tell the people of Indiana, 
whose districts are against them 1,500, 2,000, and 
thousands, that they have been deluded by coon- 
skins, log-eabins, etc. and he ventured the return 
from that State would return 0—pretty much what 
it is now. e 

Mr. Smita arose and demanded of Mr. P. to 
locate his ramarks, and state which of his col- 
leagues had ever,in debate, used the words “‘coon- 
skins” or “log cabin,” or in any way impugned the 
intelligence of the people. He said he had not 
even heard such remarks. . 

Mr. Proprir replied that General Howard had. 

Mr. Smitu remarked (sitting down) it was not 
brave to fight the dead or absent. 

Mr. Prorrit, after some oiher remarks mainly 
addressed to Mr. S. took his seat. 

Mr. Smit arose to reply amidst loud cries for 
the question. 

Mr. Wappy Tuompson gave notice that he 
would enforce the rule, and require gentlemen to 
keep to the question. 

Mr. Smitu appealed to the magnanimity of 
the Fouse, whether they would enforce the rule 
upon him, and cut him off from a reply to the re- 
marks made by his colleague—made at broad- 
cast—impugning himself and his colleagues. He 
did not apprehend that such a course would be 
taken, 

[Cries of “no, no! go on! go on!” from all quar- 
ters.j ‘ 

Mr. Ñ. said he did net propose to be tedious; and 
that it should not be thought that his remarks were 
totally irrelevant, he would say as much about the 
amendment as any gentleman had said, and that he 
would say in avery few words; and that was, he 
was opposed to it, and should vote against it. 

Mr. S. said, that in the remarks he made a few 
days ago, he did refer to his colleague, [Mr. Prora 
FIT,] but regretted thathe was not in his place. His 
reference was very brief on that account; but what 
he said then, he would recapitulate now. ‘That 
was, that he did not think his colleague was a cor- 
rect exponent of public sentiment for the West, 
wken he stated that he would vote the amend- 
ment, two millions or five millions for the navy, or 
tùat he would be willing to see the public domain 
pledged, exclusively for the benefit of the navy. 

i. S. said he knew that the people of the West 
felt a deep and patriotic interest in the navy. . But 
they were not willing to have its whole weight sad- 
died on them. His opinion was, they were willing 
to contribute their due proportion for its improve- 
ment and support, and that on fair and equal prin- 
cip-es, and no more. He might mistake public 
sentiment, but this was his opinion; and further, 
said Mr. S. I am opposed to the idea of build- 
ing up and supporting a navy in time of peace 
equal to the contingency of war. Such a policy 
wouid be suicidal, and calculated to eat out the 
substance of the people. But my colleague may be 
right, and I wrong; butI trust this issue to the 
people. He says he always was opposed to this 
narrow, contracted policy. He said in the Legis- 
lature, when it was unpopular to speak of distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
land, he had taken bold ground in favor of 
it, and introduced resolutions on. that subject; 
when graduation, pre-emption, reduction, and 
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cession was the humbug cry, he always was 
opposed to narrow policy; he had a contempt for it. 
It was true, Mr. Smita said, that himself and co- 
league, in the Legislature of their State, were re- 
garded as very opposite in politics. His colleague 
was then for profuse expenditure; and he was re- 
garded as a rigid economist. He said he was sent 
here as a friend of the present Administration, and 
his colleague came up as a mighty reformer and 
economizer; but, though measures were changed, 
practices were not. Notwithstanding the profes- 
sions of hiscolleague, Mr. S. ventured to assert that, 
if their votes were compared in Congress, his 
colleague had voted to appropriate millions more 
than he had. Sir, said Mr. S. I have been with 
my colleague in all his efforts at boastful reform. 
I voted with him last year to reduce the salary of 
the Commissioner of Pensions from $3,000 down 
to $2,500. I was prepared to go any length with 
him inreform, and knew I should not hazard 
much. But, to my mortification, he comes out 
this year, disclaims that act, and says it is the only 
bad act he has done since here. In his disclaimer 
he includes me in his crimes, if it be one; but, I can 
bear it. I differ with him in the opinion that it is 
the only bad act; I incline to think itis the only 
good act, and I am glad to share his good deeds, 
and avoid the bad. But I must confess, said Mr. 
S. I was somewhat astonished when my colleague 
made the motion to reduce-that officer's salary, 
well recollecting, in our State Legislature, that that 
gentleman sustained and supported the payment of 
a salary much higher to our Chief Engineer—a sa- 
lary in proportion to our revenues, about equal to 
the sum total necessary for the support of the navy 
of the United States as compared with the revenues 
of the United States. Our revenues at that time 
was about $60,000, wrung from the hard earning 
of the people by taxation, and the revenues of the 
Union not less than $40,000,000. Sir, said Mr. S. 
the change from extravagance to economy in my 
friend is in sound, not in substance. 


Mr. Prorrir stated the gentleman (Mr, 8). 


might write out speeches at his leisure, &c. 

Mr. S. replied that he was not in the habit of writ- 
ing out speeches; he never had written out one, and 
he was very careless that the people knew what he 
did say. He did not write, speak, nor act for im- 
mortality, politically, but he was desirous, by his 
votes and deportment, to represent his friends fairly, 
and that he would do so no man knew better than his 
colleague. It was known to his colleague that he 
never was known to recede an opinion for popular 
favor, and he never would. Mr. S. said it was 
easy to say bold things and speak big words—large 
words were as easily spoken as small ones— 
but it required force of character to stand out 
against the storm. If my colleague insinuates that 
I was not fully understood, at the time of my elec- 
tion, my the people, I feel bound to repel it, for the 
creditof my honorable competitor, the Hon. Geo. 
H. Duan. Iknow,to name him, many will re- 
cognise him and recollect him as a man of taienis. 
Sir, his ability will not be disputed. Then, sir, 
surely if I failed, as perhaps I did,to make the 
people understand the question of the Sub- Treasury, 
it is not complimentary to him, that he failed too as 
he attempted to point out its deformity, in seventy- 
five set speeches in the district, before the election. 
Sir, on no subject did the people of my distriet act 
more with their eyes open, than on that occasion. 
Bat, my colleague says, he teaehes his people. [Here 
Mr. S. turned round as to afford Mr. P. an oppor- 
tunity to explain the expression, “teach his people.”] 
I do not teach mine; they teach me. If they were 
passive enough to abide my teaching, they might 
assent to all I do; but that is not their character. 
They profess to know for themselves; and if they 
are not pleased with me, they will teach me to 
stay at home, as they have the power and right 
to do. i: 

My colleague (said Mr. S.) speaks in tones of 
triumph of certain defeat of all his Democratic 
colleagues. How magnanimous this is I will 
leave for others to judge. True it is, there appear 
to be large majorities against us, and it is very 
probable that we may not be able to roll back the 
tide of public opinion, all may be defeated, and 
perhaps should be. 


My motto is, the people will do right; but I 
think he is mistaken, when he says the Democratic 
party is a dead corpse, stinking and offensive, and 
not worth kicking out of the way. Does he not 
recollect that, at the late election, Mr. Van Buren 
got over 50,000 votes, showing a clear majority 
over the assessed polls of the State? But, sir, 
this fact aside. The numerical strength of the 
party should entitle it some respect, and it has 
power yet to make a considerable stir, especially 
in the gentleman’s own district. But (Mr. S. said) 
he could not glory inthe defeat of any colleague 
with whom had been associated, and he avowed he 
entertained nothing but personal good will to any. 
Mr. S. remarked that he had promised brevity, and 
the marked attention of the House admonished him 
of his obligation. He thanked the House heartily, 
and sat down. 


REMARKS OF MR. SMITH OF INDIANA, 
In the Howse of Representatives, Wednesday, March 

3, 1841—On the amendment of Mr. Graves to 

authorize the Secretary cf the Treasury of the 

United States to buy up the individual stock in 

the Ohio and Portland Canal around the falls of 

the Ohio river. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he did not rise for 
the purpose of making a speech on the merits of the 
proposition of the honorable member from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Graves.) But, on his side of the 
House, simply to restate the matter coniained in 
the amendment as it was, and as he understood it; 
and he was satisfied if it was understood it would 
meet with the entire approbation of the committee. 
Hè thought it so reasonable that ıt would not meet 
with any serious opposition from any quarter. 

Sir, said Mr. S. it simply proposes to direct the 
Secretary of the Treasury to appropriate the tolls 
accruing on the Government’s stock in that work 
to purchase out the individual stock, at the lowest 
rate that it can be had, providing that he shall not 
exceed a certain sum fixed by the law proposed. 
Mr. S. said this bill did not take any thing from the 
Treasury. If gentlemen reflected, the oppression 
of that monopoly on the trade ef all the West, and 
the power of oppression it had over those important 
interests, he was sure the Congress of the United 
States would be disposed to take up the individual 
stock, and make it free, as this amendment contem- 
plates; widen and improve the work to answer the 
purposes of the great and increasing commerce of 
that nobie river, collecting only sufficient tolls to 
improve itin a suitable manner for that purpose, 
and keep it in repair. This much I think the 
West, and the people identified with this work, have 
a right to expect. 
ple that could be brought to bear against it. 
hoped it would be adopted, - 


SPEECH OF MR. LINN, 
OF MISSOURI, j 
In Senate, Wednesday, $ January 6, 194 1—On/ the 
Prospective Pre-emption bill. ~ 
Mr. Cray of Kentucky and Mr. Waicut-having 
submitted their views of the subject, j 


He 


Mr. LINN rose to make a few observations, and | 


to notice some of the remarks of the h@torable Se- 
nator from Kentucky, [Mr. Ciay,] which referred 
to what he (Mr. Linn) had said, on a former day, 
in regard to the application of force to carry into 
effect the prohibitory laws against those who set- 
tled on and used the public lands, and for whose 
benefit pre-emption laws had been passed by Con- 
gress from time to time. Mr. L. had then ex- 
pressed the opinion that it was physically impossi- 
ble to remove, by force, those who are usually 
termed “squatters” upon the public domain. He 
had often expressed that opinion here and else- 
where: it was the settled conviction of his mind. 
And he now put the question to the honorable Se- 


nator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] whether he | 


would, were he in the Executive chair of the 


United States, wield the military power of the Go- | 


| 


vernment in an endeavor to dispossess them? He 
would like to see the man who would avow such 
an intention. The orders undoubtedly might be 
issued; but could the officers of the army execute 
them, even if they would? He apprehended not. 


He said he could see no princi- | 
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1 On this subject, it might be well-to advert. to what 
had been said, and said so well, by his friend from 
Arkansas, [Mr. Szviir,] the other day, : of this ex- 
periment, when tried only in a very small way. 
Orders were given to the military, and the officers 
attempted, nay, did, remove the settlers from what 
is called Lovely’s Purchase, which had - been 
wrenched from the Territory of Arkansas bya 
treaty. with some tribe of Indians within. the bor- 
ders’ of an old State, and for the benefit: and ac- 
commodation of that State. The district of country 
thus severed from the Territory was three hundred 
miles in length and forty miles wide.. The. 
officers had no sooner executed their orders, and 
turned their backs, than the inhabitants returned 
‘to the lands which they claimed. Their houses 
had been burned; they rebuilt them. Their crops 
had been cut up and destroyed; they replanted 
them! ‘They were driven off a second time, and a 
second time they returned! Thus they persevered 
until the Government gave up the contest; and 
finally granted to each family, as an indemnity for 
their losses, three hundred and twenty acres of 
land; whilst those who had respected the laws, 
and quietly quitted their homes, in obedience to the 
orders of the Government, will receive hut one 
hundred and sixty acres by a bill which passed th’s 
house only a few days ago. Now, if the power 
of the Government could not enforce. its probibi- 
tions in the single State of Arkansas, at that time 
a feeble and dependent territory, how was it likely 
to succeed through the extended line from Lake 
Superior to the Sabine river? Before such an ope» 
ration could even be attempted, you must augment 
the numbers of your army, for the whole military 
force of the country, as it now stands, would be 
totally inadequate to to accomplish such an object. 
The very idea has in it something ludicrous, not to 
say Quixotic, to those acquainted with the nature 
of the subject. It wonld certainly be a most 
amusing spectacle to behold our gallant .and 
hivalric officers occupied in driving*the helpless 
women and inoffensive children from their homes 
and habitations, whilst their fathers and husbands 
were ready, with their rifles, to pour upon them 
certain destruction from the woods and. thickets! 
The very attempt would lead to their extermina- 
lion, thereby adducing a new proof that there is but 
one step from the sublime to the ridiculous! The 
truth is, that the law prohibiting such settlement 
was practically a dead leiter, and must remain so. 
In our early history there was no law prohibit 
ing our people from settling where they pleased 
on the unoccupied public lands. The first law 
upon that subject was passed in 1807, and seemed 
to be intended against those who claimed lands un- 
der the French and Spanish grants in Louisiana, 
and the object was to.prevent those who‘*ad only 
an inchoate title under such grants from go- 
ing upon tbe public domain, and locating and 
surveying such claims as had not been survey- 
ed; and a most iniquitous law it was. He 
would speak with respect of the legislation of Con- 
gress, but such was his opinion of that law, and 
he concr ived it might easily be proved. He now 
repeated his assertion, that the attempt to pass any 
law to restrain the American people from settling 
on the public lands was worse than useless.. Cone 
gress might employ itself in passing such edicts as 


often as it pleased, but it never could have: one of 
them effectually enforced. 

As to pre-emption laws, there were now whole 
districts occupied under them, which would have 
remained a howling wilderness for years bat for 
the settlers having preceded your-surveyors; and it 
is now an important poliey:to bring those lands into 
market. ‘They would yield the Treasury millions 
of dollars for the benefit of General Harrison’s 
administration; and were it not for our pre emp- 
tion laws, these districts would have been but slow- 
ly occupied. 2 

The honorable Senator seemed earnestly to de- 
precate any changes being made in our land sys- 
têm. Sir, that system has been constantly chang- 
ing from the very beginning. Up to the year 1807, 
it is believed that there existed no law against trese 
passing upon the public domain. Antecedent. to 
the year 1820, it was a system of credit, which 
was, in its effects, a pre-emption law, because it en- 


224 


_APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL 


26ru CONG.. ZND SESS. 


GLOBE. 


January, 1841. 


Prospective Pre-emption Bill—Mr. Lian. 


Senate. 


abied the poor man to take possession of a choice 
piece of land, on the payment of a few dollars, and 
allowed him the period of five years to pay up the 
remainder by instalments, which he could easily 
accomplish from the produce of his labor. Most 
certainly it was not for the benefit of these real set- 
tlers, and cultivators of the soil, that any change 
was made in the system, but almost exclusively for 
those who bought on speculation. In 1820 a 
change was made to the cash system. In 1814 a 
partial pre-emption bill passed; and again, in 1829 
or 1830, a general pre-emption Jaw was enacted, 
which altered the system in many particulars. He 
would regret to see that part of the system chanced 
which regulated the surveys of the public lands. 
The general principle of pre-emption itself was the 
original plan of the old thirteea States of the Revo- 
lution, which enabled them essentially to baitle 
successfully with the mightiest empire of the 
world! 

This, then, was the original system in regard to 
onr new lands, aad a gocd one it certainly was. 
Virginia had her pre-emption laws, which extended 
to Kentucky, at an early period. Much of the 
lands in Kentucky, situated in the Green river 
country, sold fora few cents ihe acre wider the 
headright occupancy, which was no more nor less 
than a pre-emption law. By the old laws of Penn- 
sylvania, aad he believed of most of the other At- 
lantic States, a mere nominal payment of “a pen- 
ny” or “a peppercorn,” or the girdiing of a Jew 
trees, or the building ofa log cabin, was considered 
an ample equivalent ior the land, Ehe public lands 
were not then expec'ed to produce any amount of 
money; that was not the object in view, but io get 
them settled as speedily as possible; nor would 
they ever have yielded the Government a single 
dolar, but for that enterprising line of hardy set- 
Hers, who literally buried themselves ia the woods 
and wilds, and preceded what was, now-a-days, 
falsely called “good society. » 

When the second line of setters advanced, they 
were glad to behold the wilderness already opened 
for ther progiess, aad some comfortable cabins 
ready built for their reception. The same system, 
in substance, thoogh its form might be modified 
slighily, must stil coutinns to prevail; and he 
would defy the Government to change it, Moch 
as the American people respected the Jaws, they 
would never for one moment snbmitto have their 
hardy and enterprising (cllow-citizens driven from 
those lands, which received all their value from 
their toil, by a band of meccenary soldiers. 

Mr. L. hoped that gentlemen fren the Hast 
and from the South would not so soon forget the 
circumstances under which their own fourefutiters 
had occupied and settled those portions of the 
Union. He hoped, also, wey would not forget the 
incubus which the fegis'ation ef Congress had im- 
posed upon the people of the extreme West, ENTIRE- 
LY FORTHE BENERI OF TH “OLD Siapes,” by coa- 
gregating, upon tavir borders a numer apd vine 
dictive body of Lndian warriors, whose presence, 
power, and angry passions, were as a smouldering 
volcaao, ready, ata moment, to burst forth with etl 
its fury, and pour down devasiation on the ser- 
rounding settlers! The settlers were fully aware 
of their danger, and were anxious to prepare therm- 
selves agamstit by every means in their power. 
They desired nothing better thaa to bave their 
ranks swollen by the tide of emigration, and it mai- 
tered little to them from what quarter of the globe 
it came, {t was comparatively indiferent to them 
whether those who contributed so much io their 
curity were naiuraiized citizens ornoi. he mo- 
ment the foreigner settled by their side, he became 
a participator in the common danger and priva- 
tion, and itis weil keown wih what facility the 
most heterogeneous masses of men are combined 
and amalgamated iato one body,and how soon 
they become uniform and national when assembled 
together under similar circumstanecs. 

Many years ago the Government 
adopted a system which was cand uawise, ia 
his (Mr, Lanw’s) apprehension, in regard io a por- 
tion of the pubiie lands which abounded with lead 
ere. It certainly was a weak policy, considering 
the object in view, although its results were diffe- 
yent. Inthe year 1822, or 1823, the Government 
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invited all who chose to come upon that portion of 
the pubiic land which cotitained, or was supposed 
to contain, mineral substances, and dig for their 
mineral wealth, in order that their Jabor, through a 
tax on lead, by way of rent, might operate as a 
source of revenue to the United States. Multi- 
tudes of hardy miners from the old world, and 
from the new, availed themselves of that opportu- 
nity to become cur tenants; they were settled on 
the raineral lands of the Upper Mississippi, at the 
time when Black Hawk, with his band of well 
trained and well armed followers, crossed over that 
river, and placed himself between Galena and the 
recent settlements in illinois and Wiskonsan. 
Now, sir, but for the bravery and eficient services 
of that hardy mining popelation, the whele fron- 
lier would perhaps have been laid waste by brand 
and tomahawk, before the army could have been 
collected for their protection. Yet these heroic de- 
fenders of ovr iniant setlements, acd of the help- 
less families of the iubabilants of the borders, were 
“:quatiers;” many of inem were “intruders” and 
“irespassets,” of whom some gentlemen spoke in 
such disparaging aud unbecoming language, though 
their courage and their patriotism saved thousands 
of lives, and millions cf money to tie country! 
Situated as the people were on our Western bor- 
ders, it became them to look to every source for an 
augmentation to iheir strengch. Should the Indian 
tribes, Who dave been so benevolenily, but improvi- 
denuy, thrown on cur frontiers, coneentrale their 
forces for an atlack upon the whites, the whole 
miliary foree of the Covermment could offer but 
a feeble sesisiauce to tneir murderons and preda- 
tory incursions. ‘Taey would be swept from be- 
fore them Jike chaff before the wind. 

The genileman from Kentucky on the Jeft [Mr. 
Crivrenpen] had spoken of these Indians as a 
handiul of poor, naked, half-armed savages, and 
had eves Jnsinuated that there was no danger to be 
apprebended from any thing they could do. But 
was it not the duty ot that genvieman to have in- 
vestigated more fully the actual state of the facis, 
before be spoke thus slightingly of the danger to be 
feared from an atiack by the Tadians on wo- 
men and helpless ebildren? There is, at this 
hour, on the froniier of Arkansas and Missouri, a 
body of twenty-six thousand Indian warriors, pre- 
pared, at any time, to take the field. Tris true they 
are now, by treaties, annuiiants of the United States; 
but let those annuities be once vaid off, and then 
the only bond which bound them to us, or rather 
restrained their savaze thirst for slaughter and re- 
venge, would be severed asunder ina moment. 
What restrained them now? Nothing but the re- 
ecipt of those aities, and partly the dread of the 
whites. But would these always be sufficient? 
All who were acquainted with the Indiaa character | 
kacw that war was their element, their chief de- 
igat and pride. WNothivg bat a visible foree could 
keep them quiet; i was vain to teil them of a 
force they did not see; jt must be presented to their 
eves—viribée aud dangible. A peopie like this, with 
tweniy-six thousand warriors co the lines, and 
several thoosand meore within striking distance, 
animated by hereditary and deadly hatred towards 
us, Were notto be restrained by fifteen hundred 
or two thousand troops the Government had placed 
on that frontier, T idea 
Suppose our di wih Great Briain, or any 


pate 
oiher power, Should lead us into war—haa they no 
And when organized for 


any 


access to those Indians? 
war, would they not become the most efficient bo- 
dy of men, of iba cription, ever brought into the j 
field? Assuredly ibey aid. Wheever doubted 
this, knew but jittie of the matter. 
What had been our past experience? 
marks whick some had indulged in a 
ans being cowards, were tolaily errons 


Ail the re- 
bout the Indi- 
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our seitiements heretofore found them dastards? 
Xo: buton the contrary, those Indian warriors, 


man to man, were equal to any troons 


upon the 
earik, in bravery 


ained resolution. In 
dexterity, in facility cf movement, in wily strata- 
gem, and in the power of endurance, and successful 
ambuseads, they were very, very far superior, Ex- 
posed to neighbors like these, was it unreasonable 


WAS preposterous. | 


thai the peopis of Missouri and Arkansas were 
anxious to Invite amongst them all the settlers they 


ONN eean 
could get? or that they should be in favor of pre- 
emption laws, especially when it was remembered 
that iuose laws only carried out the great and per- 
vading principle on which the ENTIRE CONTINENT 
had been originally settled. The French and Spa- 
nish Governments required no money from the set- 
tlers of their lands; all they demanded was inhabi- 
tation and cultivation. They wanted men: farm- 
ers, cultivators of the soil. And to encourage a 
‘spirit of devotion to the publie good, they rewarded 
meritorious services by additional grants of land. 
Many of their colonies had thus been planted. 
The present bill, even as a mere financial measure, 
wuld do much towards filling the coffers of the 
coming Adminisiration. The new lands on the 
river Platte alone, when brought into the market, 
would produce for the Treasury one million and a 
half of dollars. 

There was another point to which the honorable 
Senator from Keatucky [Mr. Cray] had alluded, 
viz: the diminution of revenue from the lands by 
a gradual reduction of their price. Look at the 
so much vaunted Jand system, and see what had 
been its practical operation. The smallest amount 
of land which’ aseuler could take up at first, was 
oue hundred sixty acres; from this it had been re- 
duced to eighty. Did this diminish the sales? No: 
it had greatly increased them. The principle had 
been pushed still farther, and the quantity reduced 
to forty acres. Did nota similar result ensue} 
And as such had been the effect of lessening the 
quantity, why should it be doubted that a reduc- 
tion of the price of inferior lands, long neglected, 
would produce a similar consequence? The Sena- 
tor seems to think it very unreasonable, nay, even 
ridiculous, to held such an opinion; however, it 
was his (My. Linn’s) opinion. He believed that 
the resulz, if ever the experiment be made, will 
fuily coativm its correciness, He considered the 
opposite opinion supremely ridiculous. General 
Harrison was beld up in Missouri, as well as else- 
where in the Southwest and West, as a pre-emption 
man. Votes had been claimed for him expressly 


cn that ground. He was spoken of by his friends 


asa ‘log cabin man,” and we were told that he 
would extend his favors to the inhabitants of such 
cabins all over the United States. If left to him- 
self permitted to act from the promptings of 
his own judgment, and according to his personal 
knowledge of Western life and interests, it is pos- 
sible he may; but it appeared to him, from what he 
vould gather of his sayings and doings, (and they 
seem something like the iaarticulale whisperings of 
the ancient shrines,) that i is very difficult to con- 
jecture what bis course will be in this or any other 
muiter, Bat it had been charged upon Mr. Van 
Baren that his opinions in relation to the public 
lands had undergone a change favorable to pre- 
emption iaws, from the irfiuence of certain indivi- 
duals who had access to his private ear. What 
had the settlers to expect from General Harrison, 
afier the bold avowals which had been made this 
day by a person that might be considered a power 
behind the throne greater than the throne itself 
We shell soon see. 

Mr. L. was aware that they were under great 
disadvantages at the present time in bringing for- 
ward tbis measure, or any other of a liberal na~ 
ture, in regard to the public lands. Missouri, Lou- 
idana, Wiskousan, Arkansas, and a few other 
States and Territories, are left to fight this great 
bathe, as the new States are rapidly becoming old 
States, in relation to the public domain. The old 
Siaies seem toconsider it to be their interest to 
increase ihe prices of the publie lands. Pre-emp- 
lions may answer a temporary purpose, by filling 
the exhausted coffers of the Government, and, as 
such, way be permitied to pass; but their abiding 
permanent interest is to hold up these lands,as they 
seer to think, and get a bigh price for them, in order 
to fill up the State treasuries immediately, and, also, 
in futere. 

But regarding this question in an enlarged na- 
tional point of view, il appeared to him that every 
asonable encouragement should be given to the 
extension of cur settlements, to aid in the develop- 
ment ofour resources, Under the invitation of the 
Government; already adverted to, the extensive 
and fertile regions in upper Illinois, Wiskon- 
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san, and lowa, were rapidly peopled. The 
flourishing and popalous towns of Galena, Du- 
‘buque, and “many; others, sprang. into exis- 
tence like “magic, and in 3 few e 
wilderness was made to blossom. like -a garden, 
Tino ee one moment, at the results... This people 


r millions of ‘pounds being, perhaps, sufi- 
sient to render us independent of foreign. nalisns 
for this: important material sonecessary to..our de- 
fences. in. time of war. Mazsachusetts, and other 


A here labor is. cheap, are as: much, or more. inte- 
r perhaps, than we are, in thus producing na- 


. ; ‘tional wealth, as they supply manufactured articles 


eturn for the raw material. His: own constitu- 
tshad also contributed to the sum of national 
th by ihe. production. of. several» millions. of 
nds’ of lead annually; much of it, was made 
` public lands, or from private property. ac- 
ired ‘under previous pre-emption laws, ‘They 
ve'‘now turning their attention, with energy, to 
thé cultivation of hemp; aad such was the. value 
of the article for its fineness, silliness, and strength, 
that it commanded, in the Boston market, twenty 
dollats per ton more than that raised in. Kentucky, 
and was now even imported into that State for the 
plirpose of being wrought into bagging. He un- 
derstood, from undoubtec authority, that ‘it is 
stronger than the best Russian hemp. This 
hemp was raised upon lands the title to most 
of ‘which was acquired under the operation 


. Of the pre-emption laws, or by squatters, a : 
his | 


“aré now awaiting the passage of one. 
was important for the support of an important arm 
Of national defence—the navy. 


-tucky? There weré-no such laws then as our pre- 
emption laws, taking from the settler a dolar and 
a quarter per acre for his lands—no law to restrain 
him from the wilderness. He roamed and squatied 
‘where he pleased; and no one knew better than his 
friend [Mr. Cairrenpen] what had been the re- 
sults)...A paradise had been opened; but almost 
every~acre of its soil had been fattened by the best 
blood. of the land. Driven from Kentucky by in- 
justice, and impelled by his love of danger, Boon 
sought a lonely spot in Missouri, on the extreme 
© frontier of civilization, squatted oa the public land, 

„and contributed to its defence. It seemed as if his 
fearless.spirit still hovered over what was once bis 
favorite haunt, and po‘nied his descendants to the 
Shores of the western ocean; and these descencants 
are now soliciting him (Mr. Linn) to use bis influ 
ence to: procure. them appointments in any expedi- 
tion for the Oregon Territory. li wasio be regret- 
ted that this old. man, this hardy and adventurous 
pioneer, could not have lived aidew years longer, t0 
see this broad Union extending itself from one great 
ocean to the other. l 

“Boon was a living typ7, an impersonation, as it 
were, of the spirit - whieh had sciticd this.continent. 
He (Mr. Linx) rejoiced. to:see the same spirit in 
full force and operation to .this hour... God forbid 
he.should ever see it stopped; but- that cauld not be 
done. The whole force oë the Government 


Ge defied them- to do 
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it 
lars and cents! What a conirast did this exhi} 
that prominent and admirable feature ot the Bri- 
tish system of policy which. was to proiect THE 
MAN, (the British subject,) wherever he might be! 
Without this, she never could have stood so iong 
the enormities of her sysiem. Me thought that, as 
American citizens, we ought to feel. proud whilst 
witnessing the march of the Anglo-American race 
- in its onward progress for the benefit of the human 
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om the bowels of the carth hidden riches, | 
7 that time have increased the production © 
Anti it amounts aanually to twenty or. 


facturing Staies upon. the Atlantic border, » 


of natie How was it that i 
Daniel Boon commenced the settlement of Ken- i 
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apecies. He would rejoice to. see it- sarmonat the 
pigged:tops of the Rocky mountains, and, pouring. 
over inte the fertile valleys: beyond; form; by its 
presence.and its valor,-an impenetrable barrier: 
against Gréat Britain on ihe north, and any other 
power tothe south. Let the free race of American 
‘pioneers go: onward West carrying ‘their. Jove of 
liberty; and-all their ‘free and bencficent institutions. 
with them: and: he would excourge tucir. progress, 
‘by-every means within the compass: of his-ability, 
even to the utmost verge of the continent. — : 
- When the bill in-regard tothe Oregon Territory: 
should-come up, Mr. Lins hoped the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Carttenpen] might take the same 
view of the subject. whieh he did, and «that he 
should then enjoy all the benefit of -bis. powerful 
aid. It was: the State from: which that Senator 
came, snd his own native State, that first settled its 
public lands under the system of free occupation. . 
They came first into- the great wilderness of the 
West their fathers had had the brant to bear; and 
he hoped one day to see a noble monument erected, 
if not to these boldand enterprising men,.at least to 
the noble-souled women who- had. accompanied 
their fathers and husbands into. the wilderness, 
often fought by theirsides, and shared ia their toils 
and dangers: Cheated they had been, and wrong- 
ed in every practicable shape, by. the petty county 
court lawyers and other reptiles, who were ever 
found haunting the preeincts of a court;.and now, 
to this hour, they were pursued by the same. class 
of wretches—heartless speculators—who were 
every where prowling along our. frontier,- but who 
were not now permitted by public opinion te wrong 
them. 

These advancing pioneers were made of the ster- 
ling stuff, which presented a tremendous battery 
for the protection of the secondary, but more timid 
and effeminate, class which followed in their foot- 
steps. They hewed down. the timber; they sub- 
dued and exterminated the beasts of prey; they dis- 
covered and developed the natural resources of the 
country; they compelled the roving Indian to re- 
cede, and seek more distant hunting grounds; they 
added to the national wealth. And would gentlemen 
forego advantages like these, for the sake of ob- 
taining some five or six cents more per acre for the 
public lands? Why should not a pre-emption bill 
be prospective, as well as retrospective? If sucha 
law was fit and right to heal a wound after it had 
been made, why not adopt a measure which should 
caase no. wonnd? There would always be illegal 
combinations of citizens for mutual support against 
pre-emption restrictions which they considered op- 
pressive, on the frontier, An army of thirty thou- 
sand men would be insuficient to repress them. 
Then why. not at once supersede both the temptation 
and the cause? 

As to the distribution of the proceeds of the pub- 
lie lands 2 monget the Slates, be would give itas 
his opinion that,shouid such a measure ever prevail, 
the inevitable result would be that the lands would 
be kept back from: sale from year to year, antil 
their value iad. risen to thirty doilars an acre, as 
he had heard it once suggested by an honorable 
Senator on this floor. 

He greatly regretted that, by unwise and mis- 
taken legislation, men should be strongly, irresisti- 
bly tempted, nay, he wouid say, compelied, to evade 
the law; and still zaore, the attempt to enforce such 
law, by the troops of the United States. Should a 
contest of that miserable character ever take place, 
no man who who was acquainted with the peop’e 
of the West could doubt ior a moment how it 
would end. Our po'valation must and will go West, 
according tothe gteat law cf nature regulating its 
onward march to tac Pacific ocean. 

The bill having ‘been ordered to be printed to- 
gether with all the amendments hitherto adopted, 
The Senate adjourned. 
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: Re a 7 K 
SPEECH OF MR. BENTON, 
OF MISSOURI, 

In Senate, Tuesday, February 12, 1841--The bill to 
authorize the issue of Treasury notes having 
been taken ap as in committee of the whole, and 
he question being on ordering it to a third 
reading, 


Mr. BENTON asked for the yeas and nays, 


that he might.have an opportunity of recording his” 
name in opposition to th:s annual. Treasury JNote. 
bill, which now seemed to come inasa mere mat 
ier of course when the ‘Treasury’ needed money.. 


| He was willing to vote for a loan, or for duties on 


proper objects, if money- was necéssary—if more 
was necessary than the current income would sup 
-ply—but he was averse to Treasury issues of på. 
per, and wished to appear so npon the record.: He, 
therefore, asked forthe yeas and nays.’ 

: Tey were ordered. whe SL OA 
“Mr. .B. said he had once voted for a ‘Treasury 
note bill—voted fur it with extreme reluctanee— 
with an almost inexpressible repugnance-—and had 
no. sooner done it-than he regretted it. This was 
at the extra session of 1837, when the Government 
was suddenly stripped of its revennes.by the.gene- 
ral. suspension. of the banks, and when; in the © 
opinion -of - the. Secretary cf the Treasurys it 
would. have. been impossible to. negotiate a 


loan in time: to prevent. the -catastrophe _ 
of. a- stoppage. of payments. by. the Govern- 
ment. . Under such circumstances; he. had 


yielded to. the iron. hand~ of imperious ne- 
cessity; and. voted- for. a Treasury ‘note: bill, 
which. he. then. hoped. wag to, be. the «last 
which he should ever see. Even then he did not 
yield until every feature of a currency had been 
eradicated from the character of the netes—until 
they. were placed upon the footing of real promisso- 
ry notez, to be payable to order,and not to bearer-— 
to be transferable by endorsement-to bear -a fair 
interest—to be payable at a fixed. time—and. when 
paid, not to be reissued, but tazen. up and cancel- 
led like any other paid . off and extinguished bond, 
It was not until the notes were made to wear this 
form, and were raised in their minimum denomi- 
nation from.twenty to one hundred doliars, that he 
would-consent to vote for the bill, ‘Even then he 
could not do it without a protest and remonstrance 
againt it... He speke against it—delivered his sen- 
timents decidedly, if not strongly, in opposition to 
thé policy of the measure; and, with the leave of 
the Senate, would now reada read passage from 


tie speech which he then delivered. 

«i trast I have vindicated the bill from the stigma of being a 
and from the imputation of being the first 
step towards the creation.of a new national debt. I ope iti 
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until the ordinary re 


timo of peace, 4 
am 


sources of loa 


one less auspicivus ta present populari- 
iy.’ 
con, Rando!pt 
concurred wit 


ing the direct and responsible alternatives of joans and faxes. 
Bred in ihe schoo} of these great men, 1 came 
sion to oppose, at all 
ferred a cirect loan, r 
There is clear authority to borrow in the Constitution; but, to 
find authori i 
coustrective powers. 
is to incur certain accountability to the constituent, and heavy 
cenisare if it cannot be justified; to issue these notes is t0 do an 
act which few consider of, which takes but little hold of the 
public mind, which few condernn and some encourage, because 
i: increases the quantum of what is vainly called money 
Loans are limited by the capacity, at least, of one side to bey 
row, and of the other to lend: the issue of these notes has na 
limi bug the will of the makers and tho supply of lampblack ` 
ntal bills of the Revoladon, and the as- 
fi h some instructive lessons on 


iways voluntary òn the part of the 
e loans may bea forced borrowing from 
i much so as if the bayonet was pus 
s no law, and the necessitons 
ered, whether with ar without 
at. par T distrust, 
Treasury note resource. f 
1 could only g myself 
to anguiles was urged that thers was 
ns to carry a loan through its forms, ner even then could 
went toit until every feature of a currency operauon had 
sated fram the face of the bili? : 

-, B. said such were his sentiments in 1937; 
they were the same now, and s‘ronger than they 
were then. All the evils which he then foresaw and 
dreaded, have been gradually developing them- 


i seives since. Three acis for notes had been passed 
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" sinee. The notes were assimilating nearer and nearer 


to.acurrency. -The hundred dollar. limit which he 


had“ procured, to..be-introduced, was* reduced. to. 
fifty; the interest.was sometimes reduced so low as. .| 
asto be: made: illusory; the -notes- came to bere- 


issuable, and. payable. .to. bearer; the. facility of 
- granting them had: become so great: that. the de- 


mand was. now. annual; and the bills passed with- - 


out the show of opposition. The present -bill was put 
uponits passage without -a word being said pre or 
con; it.-was about -to be. passed. without yeas and 


«B-J arrested its “progress for an instant, aod 
‘gave rise to. some little diseussion—-some little show 
of resistance. Such was the downward progress 
of, the paper: money: policy. Its course is-down- 
watd, and rapidiy so... The resource was too easy, 
too seductive, too. irresponsible, to. be rejected; it 
has) become. the -ordinary alternative; and unless 
arrested soon, must eventually run the career, and 
receive the catastrophe, of al!l- paper money. 

Mr. B.said-theré were but half a dozen Treasury 
nate acts upon our statule- book, and. the one-half 
of:theseibear date in the. Jast three years. The 
Administrations of Washington, Jefferson, the two 
Adamses, Monroe; and.: Jackson, afforded no in- 
stance ola Treasury note. bill,-although each of 
these Administrations, except the last, bad been a 
frequent. borrower. of. money, and of sums of all 
amounts, from .as low as forty thonsand dollars, 
and for. periods of time of al! durations, from.a few 
months to.several years. Mr. B. here exhibited the 
captions: f -above seventy acts of Congress curing 
the Administrations: which -he had mentioned, for 
borrowing sums.of..money, many of them. for the 
supportol the Government, some to enable the Ad- 
ministration, if. fonnd necessary, to.carry into effect 
the appropriations made. by Coogress; and all-of 
them: wilh the ways: and. means prepared to pay 

} hen due. - 
preference to striking paper, and to Jay a tax at the 
same time to. meet the debt and its interest. This 
was the old way in our Government, and it was the 
old: ;way. in. England; whea patriots . bore 
sway in that country. It was the. responsible and 
the safe way; for, when a Joan was made, anda 
tax laid, the people would call: their representatives 
to. account; they would hold them to their accoun- 
tability; they-would make them give reasons, when 
they. got home, for creating this debt. and imposing 
this tax. Not so with thess Treasury notes. They 
crept into existence withont the knowledge.of the 
people; they created no present. burthen; they: put 
off the evil day; they avoid-accountability; aud an 
issue of tens or hundreds of millions of this paper 
would find applanders. and defenders in nearly a'l 
the advocates for a strong. snd splendid Govern- 
mentin nearly all the friends of the paper sys 
temin most of the advucates for the relief of the 
people, the assumption. of State debts, and the 
“payment, as itis called, of the fourth instalment. 
Ata subsequent partot the debate, 


Mc. B. rose again to-say.thatif he had expected . 


aid enough to -makea rerpectable show ona divi- 
sion—aid enough to have presented the least chance 
of ‘suecess—~he should have moved for the smal 
loan’ for ‘the few moaths which the exigencies: of 
the Treasury might require in some portions of the 
present years From: one and a halt to two mik 
lions was all that was required, and that for not 
more: than three or four months, avd this not to 
supply a deficiency but to equalize the inceme, 
and:to meet the extraordinary demands—the pen- 
sion demands—-of March and September. It he 
hadi séen the posibility of success, he would have 
moved-this bili; he would have. taken the respensi- 
bility; or the odium, as the case'might be, of moy- 
ingdt.. But be saw.no chance of success... The ge- 
neral- tendency is still for paper; ‘paper from. the 
Genetal Government; paper from “the Siate Go- 
vernments; paper from the banks; paper- from 
town agd cily governments; paper from. individu- 


undted millions: of specie in the country, 


lampblack and tags ‘was‘still the favorite. resoru 


Very well, he sald. Things must iake'their course, 
aud, thongh  omaipoieht now, yet he would ven- 
tureto ‘say that the conrse of paper money would 
soon berun, atthe rate wé were going on, 
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naya it was going through like water, when he. 
¢ 


‘Tae old way was: to borrow. in: 


Paper ‘was-still the word; and with nearly 


CONGRESSIONAL 
Treasury Note Bill—Mr. Benton. . 


Mr. B, appealed again to the early history of our 
Government, and showed, from the debates in the 
Federal. Conventior, from the terms of the Con- 
Stitation, from the first revenue act. of 1789—from 
all these source3, he- showed that: hard money. was 
to be the currency of the Fedral: Goverament, 
and that: neither paper issued by itself, nor by the 


in‘ended to come into the Federal: Treasury... The 
standard of value was to bz preserved there; aad 
it was one of. the boasts. of the. Independent Trea- 
sary system, that it- was to resiore that standard to 
the Federal paymenis. Treasury notes were struck, 
out of that bill—six short monihs they were struck 
out; and now.they rise up in a separate bill—rise 
up like mushrooms, and are full grown as soon as 
seen.. It was one cf the main arguments in favor 
of.the Sab-Treasury, that it would keep up a cir- 
culation of gold and silver; but at the rate we go 
on, that argument must prove illusory. > 

Mr. B. reiterated his assertion that the publie 
debt of Great Biitain, now so enormous, had grown 
up, not on loans, but on exchequer bills... Annual 
issues of these bills for .as many railljons as the 
minisiry chose to ask, had been the. course of rais- 
ing the wind there for upwards of a century past. 
These. millions were granted without. noise, and 
without notice. -When due, they were funded, 
without noise and without notice. Taxes, from 
time to. timè, were laid, not to pay principal,-butto 
pay interest; and now the interest of the national 
debt is cne-half larger than the principal was at 
the commencement of this delusive policy. A 
ceatury aud a falfago, the British national debt 
was only about twenty millions sterling (one hun- 
dred millions of dollars,) the annual interest is now 
about thirty millions sterling, (one hundred and 
filty. millions of dollars.) . Such is the progress of a 
public debt growing up. on issues of Treasury pa- 
per. No. such progress could have been made in 
the British public debt, if responsible loans and 
taxes had been resdrted to. 

Mr. B. deprecated the whole policy of these 
‘Treasury notes as being the most dangerous species 
of paper money—as being contrary to the intent of 
the Constitution, and the practice of the Govern- 
ment under the administrations of Washington, 
Jefferson, the two Adamses, Monroe, and Jack- 
son, and only tolerated in, Mr. Madison’s time on 
account of the war-——and as being at war with all 
our talk about the gold currency, the hard. money, 
the Independent Treasury b:l!, and all- our pros 
mises to keep alive, and preserve, the only standard 
of value which the wisdom of the. world has yet 
discovered, 

Mr. B. reminded Senators of the origin of the 
British debt, and how it had grown up, in the short 
space ofa century and a half, from the small sum 
of twenty millions sterling, to‘the frightful amount 
of four thousand five ‘hundred millions of dollars. 
This vast debt had grown up, chiefly upon Treasu- 
ry notes, called in England exchequer bills... The 
way of raising the deb's was this: When the Minis- 
try needed money, they applied. to. Parliament. for 
leave to. issue. exchequer bills. Toe leave was 
granted, the bills:mads payable on time, aud ‘with 
interest, and ths present wnnts’ of the Treasury 
thus supplied. . When the bills became due, ‘and it 
was not eunvenient to pay them, the first resource 
was to pay old bills wita new ones; and the next 
was to fund them, and make a permanent debt of 
them. Sometimes the interest would be raised, to 
prevent them from coming in fora while. This 
has beea the course of things in England, kx is 
thus. that her enormous debi has been ereated—has. 
grown up to its mountainous size, without shocking 
and zlarming the people as it grew. And are we 


suing our exchequer bills, as a matter: of course? 
Are we notiaking up old bills with new bills? And 
is not. the prospect of having them funded now 
staring us in the face? De not-the friends of the 
new Administration allege the existence of a new 
national debt, ereated by 
the necessity of funding it? . z 5 
Mr. B. sa:d the bill now.before the Senate pro- 
posed the:issue of five millions of: these notes, not 
to meet-2 debt-of that arount,-but to provide-for a 
temporary deficiency waich may exist in the Trea- 


i 


States, nor by corporations or individuals, was ever- 


not now taking this same course? -Are we not is- | 


us, and more than hint at 


Shere. 


m 
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sury daring some part of the present year; Hec 
undengiood. the Secretary and the friends of the pres. 
sent Mininistration to stand upon the- position, 
that the income of the year will be egual to the ne. 
cessary: appropriations of:the year; but that the ex- 
panditures. being heavier in March and. September 
than in other months of the year; ‘on’ account of the 
pensions and some other large items; it “will be ne~ 
cessary to. have. something more: for those two 
months than the current revenue at the. time ‘will 
bringin; and, therefore; a temporary supply is want- 
ed, which can be reimbursed in the ‘course. of the 
year out of the existing income, This is what he 
(Mr. B.) understood; and it seemed to him to be’a 
proper case for a brief loan, such as was constantly 
made under like circumstances during all ad- 
ministrations, except. that of Mr. Madison, during 
the war With Great Britain, and the administration 
of Mr. Van Buren, under. the. difficulties imposed 
by bank suspensions. Mr. B..-conceived it to be 
no objection to a Joan to say that snort loans can- 
not be made.’ He believed that, very long loans, 
aud very short“ ónes, were the kind most easily 
made; and that the United States had never yet 
failed to make a loan of either kind; and never -. 
will, while- it preserves the character of paying to 
the day. It has that character. now, and, while-it 


| preserves it, can borrow as muchas it wants, and 


more than it ought. 

Mr. B. said he would: prefer a brief lcan in the 
present case, because] it was clear that the amount 
could be’ reimbursed- out. of the current. revenue 
during ‘the present year. < Were: it. otherwise, and. 
could the Joan not be: reimbursed: out: of the cur- 
rent revenue, be (Mr. B.) would be willing to. lay 
duties for the purpose; but not duties on French: 


| silks and French wines, but on luxuries coming 


from beyond the Caps of Good. Hope, and from 
countries with which we had no eommereial trea- 
ties, nor any commerce of a kind to-afféet or dise - 
turb cur Own pursuits of industry. ‘The Asiatic - 
commerce, from . beyond the Cape of Good Hope, 
presents a proper subject for. the levy of asmall 
revenue, if any is..wanted.... It is a commerce fed: 
principally by hard money, no way dependent upon: 
our agricalture,-no. way connecied with: our. doss 
mestie industry, and large enough: .to yield a hand. 
some income; and the.whole of it coming under the . 
character of luxuries. Silks, teas, spices, fine cot>. _ 
tons, were the principal articles. of. this trade; and, -. 
except the cheapest description of teas, which might”: 
be excepted. from. tax, the.whole: might be con 
sidered as.luxuries... ‘This trade, Mr. B. said, now 
averaged about ten millions of dollars per. annum, 
of which above eight millions were free of duty, 
and the remainder subject to a very small duty. 
To this commerce he would jook, with the exeaps 
tion of the low priced teas, for an imposition of 
duties, if additional revenue. was: needed, in: pres: 
ference to French. silks and:French wines; bat-be- 
lieving that no additional revenues were necessary 
at this time, -he -should vote- for none; either.on ` 
Asiatic or European productions... osti toran, 
Mr. B. said that as long ago as the year 1626his: 
attention had been turned tothe fact of -oceasional 
and temporary deficiency in- the: revenne, arising 
from fluctuations in the amount-of imported goods. 
From these fluctuations it must result that the same. 
rate of dunes will give different.amounts of income 
in different years—an excess-in one year anda de- 


‘ficiency in. another. By thé sinking: fund aet of - 


1817, two millions were tobe Kept in the Treasury 
to answer the demand. during these occasional deae 
ficiencies; but he (Mr. B.) objected to keeping any 
amoant on-hand for that purpos2, and woald prex 
fer a permanent get, authorizing the Administra- 
tion for the-time being, to borrow a limited sum, 
say three or. four millions, if fonnd necessary -to 
carry. into effect the appropriations made by Con+. 
gress. : Sa : 
Mr. B. concluded what he now had. to say; on 
the sabject of these Treasury notes, with saying 
that experience had developed a new objection to: 
them of the most serious character. to -the South: 
and West. it was their inevitable tendency and 
effect to. draw the. specie of those. sections of the”: 
Union to the Atlantic cities; where it Jay dntil the = 
rate of the foreign exchanges carried it to Europe. 
The course: was this:: these. Treasury. notes all: 
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Treasury Note Bill—Mr. Barnard. 


flowed tothe great cenire of our moneyed opera- 
tions—-to New York; when due, specie was ordered 
from the South and West to redeem them; and as 
there was nothing in the course of trade to carry 

specie back again, it lay there until events carried 
it to Europe or the East Indies. This had been 
the case with the Treasury notes heretofore issued; 
they had occasioned an immense drain of specie 
from the South and West; they had done immense 
injury to the South and West; the same. would be the 
case with all that should be issued hereafter; and 
he (Mr. B.) would look upon this bili, if it was 
acted upon to the exient of its limit, as an order to 
transfer five millions of hard doilars from the 
South and West to New York and Philade!phia, 
thence to take its departure to Europe, when the 
course of trade made it profitable to export 
specie. i 


THE PUBLIC FINANGES. 

SPEECH OF MR. BARNARD, 

: OF NEW YORK.\, 

In the House of Representatives, Jantary 18, 1841— 
the House being in Committee of, the Whole on 
the state of the Uaion upon the bill making pro- 
vision. for the issue of fire millionsiof Vreasury 
notés— y f 
Mr. BARNARD rose, and spoke nearly as fol- 

lows: 4 
Mr. Chairman: I had occasion last year to pre- 

sent my views in regard to the issuing of Treasury 

notes by. this Government, in the form proposed by 
this bill, I have no doubt of the constitutional 
right of this Government, being authorized by law, 
to borrow money, and to give for such money its 
bonds or.its notes as evidences. of debt. Ihave no 
doubt of our constitutional right to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to. issue promissory 
notes, payable at a future day, with or without in- 
terest; to such of the public creditors as are willicg 
to receive them, instead of receiving payment in 
cash. At the same time, I do not think this the 
best mode. of borrowing money, or of paying debts. 

Both may be resorted to under the pressure of cir- 

cumstances, but neither should ever be without such 

apology for it. 

My great objection to Treasury notes as proposed 
to be issued by this bill, which does. but adopt the 
provisions of the Treasury note act of last session, 
is, that under it paper may be issued designed to 
become, and which would become, a common me- 
dium of: payment.and circulation between the Go- 
vernment and its debtors.and creditors, and, as far 
as it would go, a common money medium in- circu- 
lation inthe community.. Suca paper, not resting. 
on specie as a basis, hke. sound convertible bank 
paper, but resting wholly on the faith and credit of 
the Government, is nothing. more and nothing less 
than bills of credit... I: is precisely that description 
of paper to which all the evils and all the odium of 
bills of credit attached in the earlier periods of our 
history, and is precisely what. the Constitution pro- 
hibits to the States, and what this Government it- 
self. has no authority to employ. .Tacse views, as 
I havesaid, were expressed fully on a former occa- 
sion. et 

At present I have other and very different objec- 
tions to. urge to this bill, or. rather to the measure 
for which ‘this bill provides . This is a fiscal meg- 
sure, and. & ‘measure of relief. As such | do not 
agree thatit is-ei:ther a proper or an adequate meg- 
sure.. [i supposes that there is or will be a deficit 
of means in-the Treasury to meet the demands up- 
on it, inthe whole orsome part of the year 1841, 
and that that deficit may:amount to five milions of 
dollars, but not more. It supposes also, since it is 
not accompanied, as the set of borrowing by the 
Government always should be, by some measure 
for ultimate supply and repayment, that if the 
notes issued shal! not be redeemed, as the vill itself 
seems.to anticipate on ifs face they will. ba, out of 
current revenues within the present year, they will 
be redeemed out of current revenues in the year 
1842, ihe revenue laws sanding: just as they now 
do... Such, indeed, in both the particulars now re- 


ferred to, is the position aad argument.of the-ono- 
rable. chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


en 


Means, [Mr, Jones of Virginia,] who has just ad- 
dressed us on the subject. 

Now, sir, I think that, in all this, there is great 
and manifest error. I think, in the first place, that 
we want, for the’service of 1841, over and above 
a'l revenue and receipts from all sources, under 
existing laws, ten millions of dollars, instead of 
five, including a small and necessary balancein 
ne Treasury, such as always should be provided 
or. 
1842 wili it be pos:ible to redeem either ten mil- 
lions or five millions, or any other amount, how- 
ever small, of outstanding debt, by the applheation 
of ordinary revenne, afier tae support of Govern- 
ment shall have been provided for, unless there 
shall be a material amendment of our revenue 
laws, made now, or made, at any rate, at no dis- 
iant day. ‘Phiags remaining as they are, I ecm- 
pute an actral deficii fer the service of the present 
year of at least seven millions and a half of dòl- 
lars.» Tais supposes that the receipts from cis- 
toms may reach sixteen millions; the Secretary 
estimates them at nineie-n millions. But what an 
empty account wiil the Treasury exhibit in 1842; 


when, as the Secretary shows, five millions of di” 


ties go off under the compromise act, and when 


the whole sum realized from customs, as he thinks, 1 


will not exceed ten or eleven mitlions of dollars? 
How is the Treasury, then, to pay all current ex- 
penditeres, and redeem also several millions of 
debt? 

These remarks will indicatesufficiently the grounds 
of my present opposition to this measure. It wants 
propriety and it wants adequacy. Money ought 
not to be borrowed by this Government on bills of 


credit, prepared and designed for circulation; nor ‘ 


is there no v any such exigency as would justify a 
resort to ‘hismode of paying off the public eredi- 
tors in promt-es, instead of eash. This is one ob- 
jection; the other is, that, whether it be designed to 
pay with these notes, or to borrow with them, or 
both, the amount proposed to be realized is utterly 
insufficient, in the first place; and then, no provi- 
sion whatever is made for their redemption or‘for 
supplying to the Treasury a competent revenue for 
the comigg year. In the want of tbese two things 
—an aicequate supply, by borrowing, in addition 
to all receipts from: ordinary sources, for the ser- 
vice of 1841; and a present amendment of the re- 
venue laws, with a view to increase the amount 
reecivablefor duties in 1842—in the want and ne- 
glect of these two things, if they shall be neglected, 
will arise, in my opinion, an inevitable necessity 
for resorting to an-extra or early session of Con- 
gress, alter the present Congress shall have ex- 
piced. It is the solemn and sacred duty of the pre- 
sent Administration, holding the political power in 
both branches of the Legislature, to take care that 
that burden shall not fall on the Government and 
the country. 

But, Mr. Chairman, in order to understand how 
inadequate this measure is to the real exigencies of 


the public service, it wili be necessary that we` 


should possess ourselves of a pretty full view of 


our financial condition, and of the state and pros- | 


pects of the Treasury; and to this task I shall now 
address myself. 
The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Joxxs] de- 


with the diseussions on this bill. I sir, shall, not 
bethe first to introduce politics into’ this debate- 
Certainly it could be no part of my purpose, on 
this occasion, to assail. the Administration, of any 
body connected withit. It would be oat of time 
and out of character to begin a warfare, at this 
day, on a falien.and expiring Administration. 

At the same time, it must be apparent enough to 
al that, if the Secretary of the Treasury ia his æ- 
nual report, and the Vresident in his message, fol- 
lowing the Secretary, have fallen inte gross errors, 
mistakes, aad miscalculations, in the acconat they 
have given us of the fiscal operations and affairs of 
the country, the earliest opportunity should be taken 


to make the necessary corrections, and set the | 


whole matter in ils true and preper light. So much 
is dae to this House, which must act officially ia 


the case;so much is due tothe country, which has 


a right to know, not only what we do, bat ihe 
grounds of our proceedings also. So much is due 


And then, I think that neither in 1841 nor in © 


also to another interest, bound up intimately“ as’ it 
must be, for good or for evil, with the iiterést and: 
honor of the whote land, and: which has “a right to: 
demand protection against all fraud and imposition, | 
if any such has been attempted, which ‘Ido i 
charge, and, at any rate, against the evil conse: 
quences to itself of error and mistake, into ‘which 
others may have fallen. I allude, of course, to thé’ 
in-coming Adminisiration. ee 
Now, Mr. Chairman, {Y believe that the condition : 
of the country, in regard to its finances, is one of” 
deep embarrassment and difficulty, bordering on 
bankruptcy acd dishonor. Government is thé, 
agent of a great estate; cut of which it is the agents 
proper business to raiss revenue enough, year by 
year, to serve both for its preservation. and its im.’ 
provement. But the estate has not paid its owù 
way. Ht has been, on the whole, perhaps, suffi- 
ciently productive, if good economy had been ob- 
served; but, of what it has produced, too large à 
share, I am afraid, has gose for the benefit of the 
agent and those in his employ. “The owners had 
certainly realized very little from it; and, so far 
from any improvement having been made, the very 
effort or attempt at improvement, in some matters 
of the highest consequence, has been openly aban- 
doned, and the inheritance suffered to run down 
into a state of dilapidation and dscay. In“ the 
mean time, vastly more money has been actually 
expended, somehow or other, than ever ‘before; in” 
the same space-of time; for the agent has found it’. 
convenient to seize upon and convert to: his use, in” 
his management of affairs, very many millions of 
property, not the current proceeds of the estate, be- 
longing to his owners; all, all now consumed and — 
rope. And, notwithstanding this profuse and ex- 
travagant expenditure, besides the abandonment, or” 
neglect, of many valuable interests, already referred ` 
to, it is found that, in many cases, the creditors of 
the Government have not been honorably or fairly. 
dealt with; that claims and demands. to a large 
amount, and which could not be resisted or deferred 
with justice ot wiih honor, have been denied or post- 
poned; and, fizally, that this agent is about to hand 
over to his successor in office a deficient and exs ` 
hausted Treasury, and an impoverished estate; with © 
a heavy burden of undisclosed debt resting upon it. ` 
Very different. indeed, However, from all’ this is 
the view which the President presents in his fares- 
well report to Congress and the people. It is evi” 
dent that the President has done in this case pre 
gisely what the honorable’ chairman of the Ways 
and Means has just told us this House ought to do. ° 
Ve ought, he says, to rely implicilly on. the’state- 
menis and estimates of the Secretary of the: 
Treasury. To whom should we go-to whom can” 
we go—bui to thee, thou most ‘wise and accurate 
Head of Finance! Well, the President’ has dote 
this; he has sat down humbly ‘at the feet of this 
clear-headed “Minister of Money, and: learned of 
him. Look into the report of the Secretary, and 
then into the message, and. you will see that the 
President has given us no lessons, no information 
or instruction whatever, in finance, but just such 
as he had first learned out of the financial gospels 
according to Mr. Woodbury. Hear what the Prè- 
sident says, Mr. Chairman: 
“The present sound condition oftheir finances, and the suc 


+ Apes eee : $ we, are matters upon which the people and Government 
precates the mingling of political considerations || Sess Sp. a's Baer fae n 


ofthe United States may well congratulate themselves, ?? o 
«Erom the commencement of this period, {the conmencé- 
ment of his administration,] tothe present. day, every demand- 
upon the Government, at home and abroad, has, beep promptly, 
met.” Ar ` $ 
“Fhe smallamount of Treastiry notes, not exċeéding four and 
a halfmillions of dollars, still outstanding, &e:may-be redeemed 

outofaccruing revenue,” &c, oa 

“The available balance in. the Treasury on the Ist January 
next [ISt is estimated at one milian and a half of dolars. 
‘This sam, with -the expected receipts from all sources during 
the next year, will, it is believed, be sufficient io enable the Go 
verament to meet every engagement, and leave a suitabie Pàr 
janne inthe Treasury,” &e. 2 oan ` 
te is also, {this Government is,].a3 is believed, thoonly Go- 
vernment which, having fally and faithfully paid all its credi- 
has also relieved itself entirety from debt.” 
e facts here stated [a recitaljust nade}fully authorize the 
on that allthe purposesfor which this Government was 
astinred have been. accomplished during four years? Ae. 
and “that this has been done when the ordinary reventes of 
the Goverament were generaly decreasing,” dec. a : 

Now, Mr: Chairman, lam forced to. take issue 
with: the President—or. rather, I shos'd say, wih 
his Seeretary—ou every one of these bold positions 


and statements, and to-give to every one of them, 


hope yet, under favor of. the House and the friends 
of.the Secretary here, to get the information sought 
for that .resolution, -before the session ends; 
when, T believe, it will.be found, the truth and the 
whole truth being honestly told, that things are 
evén worse in the. department of finance than our 
worst apprehensions have led us to suppose them 
to be. : 

Mr. Chairman, I begin my examination of the 
positions assumed by the President—assumed al- 
ways, I conclude, on the authority of the Secreta- 
ry—-with. that unquali€ed claim and declaration, 
made, of course, to confirm and illustrate the some- 
what boastful allusion to the general sound condi- 
tion of, the. finances, and the success which has al- 
tended their management—the declaration that, in 
the whole four years of his administration, . “every 
demand upon the Government, at home and abroad, 
has been promptly met.” f 

Sir, what is meant by meeting demands promptly? 
What. would a business man be understood to 
mean, who should be found walking up aad 
down Chestnutstreet, or Wall street, proclaiming to 

ery. one he. mi; ht. meet,. while rubbing his hands 
with self satisfaction, that. he had. promptly met 
every. demand upon. him? Suppose. it were uni 
versally known of him: on ’Change that, whether 
dishonest-or, only unfortunate, he had found it con- 
venient, fora series of months together, 10 make 
terms with many of his. creditors, some of whom 
had been kind enough} trusting to their knowledge 
of his ultimate responsibility, and. his general goud 
oraait to lake. for their debts and demands, due 
and past. due, instead of cash payment, his own 
promissory. note, payable one year after date, 
bearing such rate of interest, not exceeding six per 
cenf..and not always above a mill or two, as they 
could bargain for? What would be thought of 
such.a.man and his bold. declaration of habitual 
and invariable promptness in meeting all demands 
upon: him? Well, sir, what bas this Government 
been doing for four years past? In that time it-has 
issued twenty-five millions of. Treasury notes—and 
now asks authority to issue five millions more; and 
of this. twenty-five millions, I know not how 
much, but very-much of. it, has been issued di- 
rectly to creditors in payment, or rather in post- 
Ponement.of: the payment due to such crediters— 

tevery demand upon: the Government has been 
j 1l.: One who paysia debt pasi due, 
With his own promissory note, may change, and 
dogs change, the form of indebtedness, but certainly 
not the fact of indebtedness. If he gives a. nego- 
liable note, he may change his. creditor, satisfying 
one by raising up another to take his place, but the 
debt remains, True, in this case, the-immediate 
demand, is mey but how mei? Nof, ceriainty, 
with payment in cash, which is what the creditor 
wanis, but with a bit’of paper, which is noihing 
more.nor less than-an authority. to the holder to 
ga into the money- market, and borrow, in the 
name and for account of. tbe, Government, money 
enough to pay himself with, of any body who will 
lend it, Sir, brokers are a yery odious tribe to the 
present Administration and its supporters; and the 
Administration has furnished, in four years,. more 
business tö brokers, through the issne-of its pro- 
missory notes and Treasury and Sub-Treasury 
drafts, than they have had, I venture-io say, out of 
the operations of any twenty, or fifty, perhaps, of 
the largest proprietors and dealers in the land. In- 
stead: of cash. payments, which the Government 
ought always to. make, it has dealt extensively. in 
its own paperit notes and its drafts; articles of 
traffic and brokerage, and sometimes bearing one 
valve and sometimes another in the market—somc- 
` times.above par and sometimes below. A Govern- 
ment dialing thus with its-creditors had. best talk as 
litle as possible about the promptness with which 
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it meets demands upon it. 1f some have been fa- 
vored or foriunate enough to gain premiums on 
their paper received from the Government, others, 
Lam. well advised, have suffeied loses on theirs. 
Some of the poor clerks in the Departments in this 
city, I think, might testify to losses, if they would. 
But their demands were promptly met, and they 
were satistied.. Ob, yes; it was better to be saiis- 
fied with tbe loss of a small per cent. on their sala- 
ries, than be turned adrift, and lose salary and all 
together. They were satisfied! And so was I 
satisfied, sir, when, at tse close of the last session, 
I received, for a litle balance of per diem due me, 
first the Speaker’s note, and then, upon that, a 
Treasury note or two in part payment, though the 
gold had been demanded at the Treasury, in my 
name, for the whole—just by way of experiment. 
Sir, it has been said, and the accounts of these 
things have frequently been published, that the 
drafts of the Government drawn on depositaries or 
holders of public money, and issued to satisfy cre- 
ditors, have often been protested and dishonored. 
I suppose the fact to be so, though. I am. not. pre- 
pared to state iton my own or any certain and re- 
liable authority. I feel much more cer.ain of ano- 
ther fact, and that is, that drafis drawn. by con- 
tractors, agents, and officers——drawn under autho- 
rity, and in due and legal form, on the Treasury, 
for moneys due and payable, sometimes for large 
amounts, and where the exigency of the public ser- 
vice made the demand urgent and imperative—that 
such drafts have, in more instances than one or a 
few, been refused and rejected. ft must be known 
somewhere, and in some department of the Go- 
vernment, if such things have occurred; I believe 
they have; and, if so, it affords a mest apt illustra- 
tion of the boast that “every demand upon the Go- 
vernment has been promptly met.” 

But, sir, without cwelling further oa the paper 
transactions of the Government, and its delinquen- 
cies as a debtor under the use of such paper, I will 
come 10 some instances—-a, few, just by way ofex- 
ample and specimen—which do not seem to me to 
accord perfectly well with the assumption that 
“every demand upon the Government has been 
promptly met.” 

Tn looking into the recent report of the Quarter- 
master General, I was struck with the tone of just 
complaint—so I read the document—in which he 
there indulges... Last year he presented an esti- 
mate, as was his duty, for the service in Florida. 
That estimate was six hundred thousand dollars. 
And now he states the fact that he was REQUIRED 
to modify and reduce that estimate one-half! Only 
tbree hundred thousand dollars, therefore, were 
appropriated. And what has been the conse» 
quence? Why, just what was known must hap- 
pen, General Jesup says: “there are outstanding 
claim? to a considerable amount, arising out of the 
volunteer and militia service, which have been re- 
cognised by the Executive, and for the prompt 
payment of which funds are required; and he 
urges importunately, that, for this object and for 
current service an immediate application be made 
‘to Congress for. at least four hundred thousand 


‘doliars.. Ihave seen a letter from a highly respec- 


table gentleman-on the spot, or near it, to his friend 
in. this House, in which.the amount of arrearages 
due to volunteers and militia, &c. is stated at not 
Jess than $300,000. So, then, Mr. Chairman, we 
have here demands for voluntcer and militia ser- 
vice in Florida, due and past due, running up to 
handreds of thousands of dollars, recognised by the 
President, and yet not paid. And why not paid? 
On, of course, because there was no appropriation: 
and how ean money be paid, be the Treasury 
sewer so fall, withont an appropriation! Well, 
and why was there not. en appropriation? Why, 
that was cut down—cut down by positive order and 
eommand——when it was just aswell known as itis 
now, that the money would be required and want- 
ed. In short, -yor—this. Government—putting 


forth a boastful claim that you had met every de=. 
-mand promptly—you declined and refused, at the 


proper- time, to make an appropriation to meet 
debts and demands which, at that very time, you 
meant to contract and createj and this you did—I 
think you must-be content to bear this.impeach- 


| ment-this you did deliberately, intending to co- 


ver yourself behind the legal excuse of ‘no appro- _ 

priation,” from. the approach and the reproaches 
of your own delayed, suffering, and abused credi. 

tors. You employ citizen soldiers ia the field: for. 
months together;:you promise to pay them and pro. 

vide for their, subsistence and comfort; you” suffer. 
large arrearages to accumulate against you; you 
recognise the debt; but when payment is demanded, 

your answer is—‘“‘no appropriation.” The. true 

and only honest answer would be—-no money. 

That is the secret why you do not pay. It isin- 

converient, at least, for you, and you. want the 

next Administration to. pay 1. No appropriation ! 

Common honesty required. you to make it at the, 
last session. Eat it was omitted then—iken the 
debt was only in prospect; now, however, it is re~ 

ality, and why is the appropriation not now to be 

made? Look to the estimates of your Secretary— 

do you find any such item there as this? No, no; 

after the debt has become due long since; after it 
has been “recognised by the President,” and after 

the earnest appezl made by the Quartermaster 
General—after all, your old excuse stands good. 

You have made no appropriation, and you propose _ - 
to make none! atleast itis notin the estimates of 
the Secretary—of that Secretary who teaches the 
President to make proclamation to all the world 
that this is a Government which promptly meets. 
all demands upon it. 


Well again, sir. Before this Government. puis: 
forth its claim to so much eredit for honorable 
dealing with its creditors, it seems to me ‘it would” 
have been prudent at least to have taken care that 
there were no very flagrant cases to be alleged’ 
against it of neglect and refusal to redeem its faith 
solemnly p'edged, By a treaty with the Ché~ 
rokves, ratified in 1836, the United States agreed 
that such Cherokee warriors as were engaged: on: 
the side of the United Siates in the last war with- 
Great Britain and the Southern tribes of Indians, 
and who were: wounded in the service, should be 
entitled to pensions. The Secretary of War in his 
recent report urges the demand of these warriors on 
the notice of the President. “They are very desti» 
tute,” says the Secretary, “and the good faith of: 
the Government is pledged in their favor.” Here 
are demands, then, due for four years, under 
solemn treaty stipulation, and, during’ all that 
period they have not cnly ‘not been met, but there - 
has been no effort and no disposition ‘to meet them. 
No appropriation has been asked of Congress, ` 
none is now asked, nor would those in Congress 
who might be disposed to have the faith of the 
Government kept have beea permitted by the 
Administration at any time, I suppose, to parsan 
act in fulfilment of this treaty. These- miserable 
Cherokee warriors, who fought for you, and: shed 
their blood in your quarrel, wounded and disabled, 
have received your promise ofa’ pittance where. 
with to render the fragment of their broken: life’ 
comfortable or endurable, and for years yau delay. 
andrefase to pay as you have promised. ~You, 
you, do this, who make it your loud boast thàt all” 
demands on you are promptly “met. eed 


Mr. Chairman, there are other illustrations bes, 
hind of ihe prompt mannerin which this Adminis. 
tration has metall demands upon it. Take the 
case of those works of public improvement, our. 
harbors and rivers, and the Cumberland. road, 


heretofore carried on, but abandoned midway in 


the operations upon them during the last two years. 
The engineers tell us of arrearages on these works, 
not as large perhaps asthey were numerous—de- 
mands outstanding against them; some of which. 
mast have been long outstanding, and not. there» 
fore promptly met, and many of which would not 
have been met at all, atleast under this Adminis. 
tration, if the engineers had not, during the last 
summer, sold cÆ public property. connected with 
these works, expressly toraise the means for this 
object Col. Abert tells us that “sales were. 
absolutely nee-ssary, in many cases, in order to. 
raise funds to liquidate small demands against the 
works.” I have great dowbis whether. all. des.: 
mands against these works-have yet been liqui«. 
dated; and, if they -have, the contemptible and:: 
tardy mode in which it has been done aptly allus- 
trates the ideas which some persons seem to enters 


Jan. 1841. 
26rn Conga.. Zun Sess. 


- APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Treasury Note Bill—Mr. Barnard. 


tain of what itis tobe faiihful and promptin the 
d scharge of honest debts. 
: And:then, Mr. Chairman, how has it been with 
the operations of the past year on the barracks and 
- fortifications of the country? One or two cases, I 
suppose, may serve as an example for all. A 
stinted appropriation was made for these works 
last:year.. Under authority granted by Congress to 
order, the application of these moneys was post. 
poned by the President, `so that, to use Gereral 
Jesup’s langiiage, “the operations have been limit- 
ed; with a few exceptions, to paying -outstanding 
claims,” ete. This, one would suppose, would 
have’ effectually arrestcd the progress of these 
works; under. any other Government, such would 
have. been the efect. But no such thing here. 
“Owing to.a.demand for employment,” says Col. 
Totlen, a most worthy gentleman and able officer, 
mortified and stung, I am sure, as a high-minded 
and honorable man, by such a condition of things, 
“Owimg to a demand for employment on ihe pari of 
laborers, mechanics, and contractors, we have been 
enabled to do something,” &c.. In ether words, to 
tell the story-piain'y myself, and relieve Colonel 
Totten, ‘the case is: this: Tae Government is en- 
gaged jn constructing fortifications, which are large 
- Bad expensive works, end are carried on by yearly 
“appropriations, It Las in its employ on these 
works superintendents, and contractors, and me- 
‘chanics, and Jabcrers, most of whom, at least ma- 
ny.of whom, make their arrargements, domestic 
and otherwise, with reference to permanent em- 
ployment on these works, from the commencement 
to the completion of them, running, of course, 
‘through a number of years, They know that these 
are. works undertaken by Government—a wealthy 
old gentleman, who generally doss what he says he 
. will do.: Such a thing as failure or bankruptcy is 
not thought of. ‘These contracters, mechanics, and 
laborers are on the ground promptly with the re- 
tarn ofievery working season, invited by the Go- 
vernment, and taught to expect nothing else than 
. to. go on with their work as usual, and to be paid 
for it, of course. Then comes the Government, by 
- ils-agent, and, to their bitter disappointment, an- 
. nownces' that funds are low, and prompt payment 
for labor is‘not to be expected. T'o work or starve 
—this is the:condition of labor all over the world. 
What shall tkese men do? ‘Their business is here, 
and they have no employment elsewhere, and might 
“not how be able to find any. Well, this creates, to 
be sure, “a demand for employment”—a pressing 
“demand. The Government, too, is as urgent to 
have the work dotie as they are to.do ii, and the end 
is, they are employed, and go to work. They will 
earn the money, and (though the Government can- 
not pay, it will owe; and with this debt or demand, 
by selling it, or pledging it, or in some way, but of 
course not without serious sacrifice and loss, they 
will continue to real ze-something out of it for their 
‘eutrent necessities. 
... Wow, sir, this is precisely what bas taken place. 
Lhave now in my banda létier fram. an intelligent 
< vand:worthy gentleman, a perscnal friend of mine, 
<tesiding at Oswego, by which I am informed that, 
- duiting the past season, the work on the fort at that 
place was carried on ona credit. It was under- 
- stood, and so stipulated on the part of the Govera- 
ment, that payment was not to be demanded or ex- 
pected before April next; nor would any evidence 
of debt bé given, except by a credit entered on the 
books ‘of the superintendent. It was permitted, 
however, graciously to the poor laborer, to transfer 
his demand, and the purchaser had his name no 
ted on-the beok opposite to the account. My corre- 
spondent has-furnished me with a copy of one of 
the’ orders: under which these transfers are “fhade, 
« drawn by a laborer who makes his mark, with cer- 
tain cabalistic letters of the superintendent noted on 
it, by way of recognition, ‘The paper might, per- 
«haps, with propriety, be added to some others, as 
one more specimen of the “better currency” of the 
Government. Ss 
-But Fhiave given this casé as an example of the 
. prompt manner in which the Administration has 
-met all demands upon it. By a species of moral 
„coercion it compels its creditors, who cught to be 
| paid promptly. in-cash every Saturday night, to 
submit fo an unjust and cruel delay of payment for 
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several months, and to resort, therefore, to the ne- 
cessity of hawking the eredit of the Government in 
the marke: on petty accounts, with serious loss to 
themselves; and then, having. done this, it turns 
round, in the face of such a transaction, and blows 


a trumpet of praise to. itself.for having promptly. 


met-every demand upon. it! : 

I will allude to one other case, very much in 
I am informed, and I believe correctly, 
that, to carry on operations on the important works 
of Fort Schuyler, on’ the East River, a sum of mo- 


“ney was borrowed -of one of the banks in New 


York—the: Mechanics’ Bank, 1 think—borrowed 
for six months on an interest of three per cent. for 
that tine. Here, then, the contractors, mechanics, 
and laborers, and. those who furnished. supplies, 
were paid ia cash, and paid promptly; yes, paid 


. promptly in cash, but with a rigid and invariable 


deduction from tae old tota! of every account ren- 
dered of three per cent. Here were accounts for 
work and labor performed, and provisions and sup- 
plies furnished, at stipulated prices; and before 
these accounts would be paid, a discount musi be 
submitted to equal to the interest on the money. for 
six months. Ia other words, and in effect, the cre- 
ditors themselves are obliged to borrow the moncy, 
using the name and eredit of the Government, with 
which to pay their own demands on the Goveru- 
ment, al eady due and past due, and to pay six 
months’ interest for it. flow such a transaction 
may affect this Government I know. noi; bet I 
know that no private gentleman could ever hold up 
his head again in an honorable community, after 
he had once resorted to such a mode of meeting 
his engagements, i 

But, Mr, Chairman, I should never be done, if I 
should attempt to go through the cases in detail of 
delinquency in the matter of prompt payment on 
the part of the Administration. I must be brief in 
what I have further to say about it. 

The Indian Depariment is full of instances of 
gross neglect. and delinquency. So I understand 
and believe. Some hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars, it is believed, yet remain unpaid, under a trea» 
ty entered into with the Potiawatamies, I think, in 
1833. At the last session, we made an appropria- 
tion of §36 000 to carry into effect a treaty with 
the Stockbridge and Munsee Indians; and I am 
told that not one dollar of it has yet been paid. A- 
payment has been asked for, on vouchers acknow- 
jedged to be suffizient, cl the proper department 
here, and refused on the plea that arrangements 
had been made, or would-be, for payment some- 
where else, and by an Indian agent. Payment has 


| alo, as I am told, been demanded of an Indina 


ageat—tize only one who could be thought of as at 
all likely. to be entrusted, with the case--and: no- 
thing could be obtained. Several cases of strong 
and urgent claim are mentioned by General Jesup 
inbisreport. Oae by the Choctaws, where their 
property, land, has been taken for a fort—taken for 
public use, and no payment made, or proposed to 
bemade. And another claim onthe part of the 
Creeks, on a positive agreement made with them 
by the General himself, some years ago, and no 
payment is made, or any disposition shown to make 
lts 

And, then, what bas been the course of the Ad- 
mibisration in regard to-elaims, whether -in the 
Departments or before Congress? [tis well under- 
stood that these claims in the Departments amount 
to a very large sum—probably to milions—claims 
growing out of the Florida war, and Indian affairs, 
and- other things. These demands have not been 
promptly met. In some cases, as I suppose, ap- 
propriations have been made to meet them, but the 
accounts have not been adjusted. in other cases, 
there has been service according to Jaw, and the 
demands are according to law, but there has been 
no appropriation. I do not doubt that the next 
Administration will find millions of these demands 
lying over under one pretence and another. We 
hear General Jesup complaining that disbursing 
and accounting officers are hung up in the Depart- 
ments for one or two years before they can get their 
accounts and demands adjasted. Before Congress, 
itis said, there are ten thousand claims now pend- 
ing. Nobody doubts that very many of these are 
just, and ought. to be. promptly paid. Yet, who 


that was here at the last session of Congress failed 
to observe the studied and systematic effort of the 
Administration, by every possible device, to pre~ 
vent the action of Congress on this whole subject? 
And that effort succeeded. Congress pass 3 
for private claims, in seven months, to the ami 
of $14,000! -Justice and honor were sa 
openly, with the sacrifice of the claims of the pub- 
lic creditors. Appeals to the mercy of the Govern- 
ment, as well as to its justice, fell unheeded on the 
cold, dead ear of party. The rejection was ag des 
liberate as it was heartless; the appearance of 
trings must be saved for the benefit of party; the 
Treasury must not bear the burden of these just 
dues at a crisis of so much political importance. 
And thus were thus dues boldly shuffled of. They 
amount, doubtless, to millions, and are® left, with 
other things like them, asa legacy to the next Ad- 
ministration. He is a bold man, Mr. Secretary, 
who cou'd claim, ‘in the face of facts ‘Ike’ these, 
and teachhis master to claim for the Government 
the credit and the praise of having’ ‘promptly’ met 
all demands uponit! f 3 er 
Bat, Mr. Chairman, I pass from this point; to 
consider another, closely connected’ with’ this. “A 
happy man ts that President of these United States 
who can say, with truth, at the elote of histeri, 
that, under’ his administration, “all: the purposes 
for which this Gavernment was ‘instituted have 
been accomplished;” and that is precisely’ what 
Mr. Van Buren says for himself. ` Sir, Isolemuly 
declare that I would gladly allow’ this declaration 


. to pess without a word of animadversion from me, 


if I could do so without manifest injustice to ‘the 
in-coming Administration. It is due, hcwéver, to 
those on whom the burden of Government is to 
fall afier the fourth of March, that the ‘érror, 
amounting te delusion, on which this position rests, 
should be thoroughly exposed. In attempting’this, 
I shall carefully avoid all differences with the 
President on matters involving. constitutional doubt 
or difficulty.” “T shal say nothing; for example, of 


‘thecourse of the Administration in regard’ to cur- 


rency and credit. ‘Many very important interests’ 
have been sacrified, during. ‘the last four years, ‘in 
regard to which the President ‘claims to ‘shelter 
himself under a constitutional seruple.. [-shallree 
spect that claim, on this occasion, and offer himno 
disturbance upon it, “I shall take him, as I may 
find him, beyond this magic circle, and. there -is 
matier enough, in Heaven’s good name, with which 
to impeach the perfect accuracy of the self-satisfy- 
ing declaration to which I have referred. i 
if any body will take the trouble.to look ‘into the 
reports of the present session from -Depariments 
and heads of Bureaus, and- note. the number..and 
variety of urgent recommendations for the ‘public 
service which they will find there, and which are 
and have been all the while wholly neglected by 
this Administration, he will then.be able to appre» 
ciate the force and value ofthe claim that “all the 
purposes.for which this Government was instituted 
have been accomplished.” I will refer to.a few 
things. eee 
"he providing of proper barracks for the accom- 
modation of the army falls within the proviace of 
the Quartermaster General, These works are’ ijn- 
dispensable, and are required in various parts of 
the country.. The last year “little was done,” Gen. 
Jesup says, “except to pay some outstanding 
claims,” even on the small number of those works 
for which appropriations were made. . The money 
was withheld by the order of the. President. ” The 
appropriations of the last year are. to fall as an ex- 
tra burden on the ‘Treasury inthe year 1841. But, 
besides this, thre are a large number of cases pre- 


-sented as urgent by General Jesup, and arged also 


by the Secretary of War, for which ‘no provision 
whatever has been made, and none is proposed. 
The Secretary alludes to the fact that. 40,000 In- 
dians bave been removed during the last four years, 
adding, therefore, that namber to the multitude àl- 
ready on our Western border. These are, most of 
them, dissatisfied, moody, and restless, brooding 
over wrongs, and waiting for the chances of re- 
venge: They are planted on the immediate. con- 
fines of States and Territories belonging to: this 
Union; and “the Government has contracted,” 


| says the Secretary, “a solemn obligation, pot only 


980 


_ “APPENDIX TO THE 


@6rn Cone--+-2xp SESS. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Jan. 1841. 


namemera peace 


Treasury Note Bill—Mr: Barnard. 


H. of Reps. 


‘to defend that people. when attacked, but to antici- 


pate the danger by ere: ing such works as Will in- 
sure their safety, and inspire them with confidence, 


‘in the means employed for their. protection.” Sure- 
ly, this must be Something “for which this Govern- 
ment was instituted! But what has been done? 
The:Secretary recommends, for the Western fron- 

‘tier, the erection of posts which shall be made fire- 
proof, and so constructed as tc serve as defences 

` With a smail garrison “against any number cf men 

„not provided with artillery.” What has been done? 
‘Nothing; and nothing is thought of by tae present 

“Administration. 

“Permanent barracks and defences,are wanted at 
‘Buffalo; wanted at Platisbarg, where the work has 
‘been suspended; wanted ator near Fort Gibson 
the most important and exposed point on the West- 
érn frontier; posts are wanted at Spring river and 
Marais de Cyque, and the navigation of the Neo- 
‘sho and Osage requires to be improved as a milita- 


ry highway; one er mere posts are required on the’ 


Missouri; one on the St. Peters; one at or near 
Sandy Lake; another at Fond du Lac, the south- 
‘western extremity of Lake Superior; barracks and 
“defences ate required also ator near Detroit, and 
others in Maine. So at least says the Quartermas- 
ter General, backed by the Secretary of War; and 
yet no more notice is taken of any of these things, 
-in the estimates for the year, than if we had neither 
army to provide for, nor country to defend. 

While on this point, I may add, also, that Col. 
Henderson, Commandant of Marines, thinks, also, 

‘that certain barracks are quite, indispensable for the 
‘foree under bis command, which it would require 
$150,000 to construct., He gets $75,000 in the es- 
umates as a special favor.. ‘The work, of course, 
` is to be done at-hatves. 
~~ Among other: objects, not of the highest magni- 
tude, mentioned-by Mr, Poinsett, as requiring atten- 
tion, reference is made to the importance of conti- 
“puing the surveys of our rivers and great lakes 
for military purposes; the want of new barracks at 
‘West Point; the want of a fire-proof building for 
the archives of the War Department; and the pro- 
priety at least of paying for the sites which have 
been selected and contracted for, for marine hospi- 
‘tals on the Western waters. Is any notice taken 
of these modest suggestions? By no means, The 
estimates maintain a dead silence on the whole 
subject. . 

A military post or two for the concentration of 
troops, in the event of hostilities, is a very natural 
idea, and not altogether, perhzps, beyond the pale 
of those things “for which this Government was 
constituted.” The Secretary of War suggests, with 
this view, a position near Albany for the Northern 
frontier, and another near Si. Loais for the West- 
ern;arid for the maritime frontier of the Gulf of 
Mexico, he thinks it important to establish a 
depot for armed steam-vessels, somewhere below 
the Falls of the Ohio. With what hope these sug- 
gestions are nade, we may imagine, when we find 
the Seeretary at the same time speaking, in a tone 
of utter despair, of his “having repeatedly recom- 
mended; without effect, the establishment of a na- 
tional foundry.” 

Mr. Poinsett seems quite in earnest when he 
speaks of the neglected military defences of the 
country. Of the siate of these defences on the 
‘Western border and against the Indians, we may 

jadge by what I have said already. Nothing is, 
as yet, eomp’ete or hardly approaching eompletion 
in the defences for the long line of boundary be- 
tseon the United States and the British provinees, 
And as for our maritime frontier, “tbe whole 
coast,” says the Secretary, “from Passamaquoddy 
Bay to the Sabine river, is exposed On every point 
nor defended by Nature, to be invaded wih impa- 
nity.” Indeed! In the event of a sudden rupture 
with a foreign Power, he may strike a fatal blow 
_ BLany point hë pleases; be may lay our cities under 
` conitibutioñn, or reduce them to ashes, and pollute 
cur soit with the foot of hostile soldiery; and yet 
' use Administration of the last four years, which in 
ai) that time has failed to complete the defences of 
one single point on the whole coast, now retires, 
bugging iwelf in its own arms with all sclf-com- 
ylacency, and declaring that it has accomplished 


all the purposes for which this Government was 
iastituted. 

There is another not unimportant interest, that 
has fared ¢ven worse at the hands of this Adminis- 
tration than the national defences. 1 mean the 
harbor and river improvements... They belong to 
commerce, the reguiation of which appsrtains to 
this Government, and oat of which it has its prin- 
cipal revenue and support. The Administration 
cannot shelter itsclf here- bebind ‘constitutional 
scruples. A majority of its own friends in this 
House, I suppose, bave nojsuch ‘scruples. And 
yet, for two years, every movement towards conii- 
naing these works—woerks ‘bsgun and prosecuted 
half-way, perhaps, to their completion—bkas been 
promptly met and voted down—nay, frowned and 
trampled down. About three millions of dollars 
ure asked by the Engineers for these works the pre- 
sent year—the whole of it for works partly exe- 
cuted—and not one dollar can or will be obtained. 
In my poor opinion, until these works are finished, 
nobody can say, with truth, that tne Government 
has accomplished all the purposes, or even the 
most important of the purposes for which i) was 
instituted. 

There is one other interest which I must not 
omit to advert to in this connection, That Admi- 
nistration in this country which does not take care 
of the Navy, takes care of nothing. Iit be guilty 
of neglect in this quarter, it is guilty, indeed, and 
deserves no credit for any thing. This sin, if com- 
mitied, should be deemed uopardenable. And 
what has this Administration done for the Navy, 
or rather what has it not neglected to do? I wonid 
not say a word to wound the estimable gentleman 
at the head of the Navy.Depaitment. .I apprehend 
it is not altogether his favk, if the Navy bas ran 
down; and that the whole service is in a most 
wretched condition Í suppose there can be no doub’. 
‘The Navy Commissioners estimate that, for a long 
time, the appropriations for “repairs,” &t. of ves- 
sels have not been equal to the actual loss and de- 
cay, while the “increase” has been very moderate. 
It will be seen that, instead of any reform. or im- 
provement in this matter, less than ever is pro- 
posed to be done the present year. 

It seems that the task of making estimates for 
the naval service devolves on the Navy Commis- 
sioners; but at the same time they are not at liber- 
ty to say how much that service really requires. A 
specific and restricted sam is given them, and they 
are to werk out the proklem with thas, just so much 
canvass is furnished, with which they are required 


to dress up a line of baule ship ina full suit of 


sails, though there may net be really enough for a 
sloop of war. Oficers and men must be paid, 
stores must be provided, and navy yards kept in 
order: that takes s2 much; and then so much is left 
for “repairs” and for “increase.” For “repairs,” 
a certain sum is indispensable, in order to preserve 
a value in vessels and stores equal to the original 
cost of the existing force already afloat. And 
now, Mr. Chairman, what-do you suppose remains 
of the restricted sum to which the: Commissioners 
are limited for the ‘increase of the Navy” in 1841? 
Just one hundred thousand dollars— “much less,” say 
the Commissioners, “than the average annual ap- 
propriations for this purpose for the last twenty- 
fiye years.” The Commissicners deem it indispen- 
sable to compleie two steamers row in progress, 
and to commence a third; to compiete, also, the 
frigate Congress, and to bu 1d another frigate to re- 
place the Guerviere; and, for ell this, they are 
limited, by an iron will above them, to the sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars; and this is called ac- 
complishiag allibe purposes for which this Govern- 
ment was instituted! 

E cannot surprise any cody, after what we have 
now seen, to find the Seeretary of the Treasury in- 
structing the Presiden: to ask for another laurel io 
be added to the brow of this Administration for its 
financial achievements. While every demand on 
the Government bas been promptly met, and all its 
purposes accomplished, how will the world be as- 
tonished to learn that all this has been done ata 
time “when the ordinary revenues of the Gorern- 
ment were general y decreasing?” A pretty plain 
intimation, as I read it, that the Administration has 
had nothing buf ordinary revenues with which to 


< j ent 
accomplish so much. The Secretary is eaplicit on 
this point. ‘It follows, therefore,” so he concludes, 


that the current revenue, notwithstanding all ree 


ductions, has been adequate to defray both the or- 
dinary and extraordinary demands,” &. . How 
very just and true it is that the Administration has 
merali demands on the Treasury, and has accom- 
plished all the purposes for which the Government 
was instituted, we have seen already; and just 
about. as near the fact is the-assumption that for all 
the expenditures it has relied altogether on current 
revenue. ltis true within just about thirty-three 
millions, as nearly as Lean ascertain. The Secre- 
lary confesses, indeed, to eight millions received 
from the Bank of the United States; but this, he 
says, Went io pay off old funded debt—a debt we 
were often assured was paid. off in General Jack- 
son’s time. And he remembers, too, that there are 

Treasury noles outstanding; but these are hardly 

worth considering, because they are sure to be paid 

off in 1841 out of current revenne. We shall see 
about that directly. 

No, sir, the simple truth is that, in four years, 
this Administration, in supporting itself, and carry- 
ing on two wars—one cna handful of Indians in 
Florida, and another on the currency, credit, and 
business of the country—wiih very little doe to 
build up and sustain the public defences, or any of 
our great national interests—has expended thirty- 
three millicns of dollars over and above all current 
revenues, Äere is the brief but significant ace 
count! 

‘Lhe report of the Secjetary of the Treasury to 
Congress, at the September session of 1837, 
shows that there was of available means in the 
Treasury (including sums then on deposite 
with the States) on the Ist of January, 
1837 - - $42,468,859 

There had been received, subsequently i 
tothat date, from banks, &ce. and 
found available -~ = ° 


; 1,670,137 
44,138,996 
- 28,000,000 
Leaving in the Treasury, say - “+ 16,000,000 
There has been received from the 

Bank of the United States on its 


Deposited with the States « 


bonds for stock sold - ~ 8,000,000 
There has been collected on old mèr- A Bata 
chants bonds > - - 6,000,006 
There are Treasury notes 
oustanding on the Ist 
Janyary, 1841 - $4,652,991 
Oat of which deduct the 
balance estimated to be 
inthe Treasury on that 
day—-(though it is now 
acknowledged to be 
much less) - - 1,590,000 
: — 3,000,000 
Making, altogether, a round sum of _ $33,000,000 


The Administration has got, all the while, what 
it could out of the estate~~and the current revenues 
have not been small—and jt has seized upon this 
liitie amount of thirty-three millions of other pro- 
perty belonging to its owners, and has used that up 
also. 
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ihroagh the 
nary sources of course, for there are now no 
hers, diminished, as he says they have been, will 
be found abundant, in 1841, “to meet every en- 
gayement (debi on Treasury notes and all) and 
jeave a suitable balance in the Treasury,”.&ec. It 
has required eight millions a year, besides all cur- 
rent revenue, for this Administration to. pay its 
way—and it bas not paid its way, for it leaves 
large amoun’s of debt behind it, as I will show; but 
the next Administration can get on very well, not 
only doing without the yearly addition of eight 
millions, but actually paying off, in the very first 
Feat, several millions of outstanding Treasury note 
debl-—to say nothing now of other: debt-—besideg 
providing for all ordinary expenditures. This, I 
say, is modest; and I must now examine, ‘a little in 
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ij; the basis of the estimates on which the Se- 
érelaty comes to` such extraordinary conclusicns. 
“We stall find, I thiax, that what the Secretary 
‘somewhere calls his “probability of a ‘conjecture’? 
“Fg not altogether to: be relied on. : : 
I begin with his estimate of charges falliog on 
the Treasury:in 1841, and I pronounce it altogether 
Below the mark: ‘Phe first thing that struck me on 
jooking into this estimate was the extraordinary 
difference between the totalsum required for the 
ice of 1841 and that which had. been expended 
“Yin 1849 and previous years. . ; 
he Secretary's estimates for 1841 stand thus: 
jew appropristions : = $16,621,520 
Unter formerac's of Congress, ex: 


lusiveof ‘public debt - - =. 864,000 
i= otal : =o a ET, 485,520 
“To which he adds for “oinissions,” Ges, - 1,764,480 


Total sum required. for 1841, exela- 
` -sive ef public debt and Treasury 
otes =” ee Perk - $19,250,600 
“The expetiditures ‘of 1840, for ordinary purposes, 
ijmating, as the Secretary doces, a round sum of 
ve millions for’ the last quarter, have been 
422 489,349.. But the Secretary says the other De- 
partments “estimate the expenditures of the: last 
quarter at more than five millions. ‘Taking them 
‘the average of the first three quarters, which 
“yaust:be nearer the truth, and the total expendi- 
_taves'in,.1840, exclusive of debt and Treasury 
` notes, have been $23:'319,131. -I believe it will be 
found they have not fallen below $24,000,000. Be- 
tween this suim of $23,319 131, expended 
‘the Sum shown in the Secretary’s table of esti- 
-imatee for the like service in 1841, (§17,485,520,) 
“the difference is $5,833,611; and atier adding, as 
“he. does, more than a million and three quarters for 
omissions and contingencies to the estimates for 
1841, the difference is still $4,069,131, 
“But the difference between the estimates for 
“$841, taking the Secretary’s highest sum, $19,250,- 
- 000, and the actual expenditures for the like pub- 
: Jie-service in the former years of the present Ad- 
ministration, is still greater and more exiraordina- 
ry. Thus, in 1839, exclading payments on ac- 
count of public debt, Treasury notes, and trust 
fonds, the expenditures were $25,410,000; and. in 
..1838, they were $31,544,000. The difference in 
the. one ‘case is $6,169,000, and in ihe other 
$12,294,000. 

Another thing deserves to be noticed... The esti- 
mates for the year are usually sammed up or re- 
ferred to in gross, under three heads, namely, civil, 
miscellaneous, and foreign intercourse; naval, and 
military. 

Now the reduction in the public expenditures in 
the course of this Adminis:raion, up to the present 

“time, has been litte or nothing under the first two 
heads, but hav taken place almost wholly under 
‘the head of “military.” 

"Thus, under the head of “military,” the expen- 


ditures were: 
In 1338 - $19,916,000 
In 1839 14,266,000 
Yn 1840 (part estimated) - > 11,667,000 
Under the head of “civil,” &c. taey were: 


- “ “ = 


In 1833 - | - - - $5,666,000 
In 1839 (short seszion of Gongress) 4,318,000 
In 1840s - - -. - 5,490,000 
And oder the head of “naval,” they were: 

In 1838 Žž > -` ~ $5,941,000 
-In 1639 - - > - 6,225,080 
In 1840. -~ - - » €160,000 


> ng the table of estimates, 
a stil further reduciion is proposed under ihe head 
of “military,” while, at the same time, and for the 
first time, itis proposed to bring down the expendi- 
tures under both the other heads. 
Thetable of estimates stands thus: 
For military - 
For civil, &c. 3,450,966 
Fer naval - 5,445,000 
These figures show how handsomely, ia tae epi- 
nion of the Secretary, the work of retrenchment 
may go on in ths civil and naval depariments; bnt 


For the year 1841, taki 


- $8,589,000 


- + 


-= 2 


in 1840, '| 


it-has taken bim fuil four years to make the dis- 
avery. Yy é 

Bui, seeing this great saving. of several millions 

in the -tota} anrounts proposed for 1841, compared 


with. the expenditures cf the jast and previous 


years, the inguiry naturally arose, how. is.all this? 


. [s the country less broad and extensive than it was? 


Are not its interests as various and as vast? Do 
not our limits extendas far in the direction. of the 
Restock, and in the direction of the Red river and 
the Arkansas. asformeriy? Is not the Briton still 
ononr Northern border, and the Indian still on 
our Western border? Is not the Seminole still in 
Florida? Are notthe seas and oceans. over which 
our. commerce spreads itself as wide as ever? Has 
the civillist been cut down? Poes not our army 
number as.before? Have we fewer sbigs asd men 
te-keep afloat than former]? Nothing of the sort 
that bean find: : 

But the Seeretary doestell us that he has himself, 
in bis own Department, commenced some retrench- 
ment. Ont of sixteea hundred officers in the euse 
tom-house department, he has. dispensed with the 
services of a few subordinates; he has reformed. the 
revenue Culter service; and he has knocked cut an 
eye or two among. the light-houses—ail very bene- 
ficial to commerce, no doubt; but he certainly has 
not saved by all thisthose millions which his di- 
minished estimates would indicate. No; but there 
millions—they are saved, to be sure, i2 another 
way; and here we nave the secret. 

The Secretary says in his report, (and the Presi- 
dent echoes the joyful sound:) : 


“It is believed that the ordinary expenses of 1S4] ought to 


fallsome millions below those in 1840; as the pensions have j 


diminished by deaths; fewer Indians remain to be removed, 
saveral expensive public buildings have been niostly finished; 
and hostilities with the Seminoles must ve nearer to a close.” 


Weil, sir, obsetve that ail this is proposed as re- 
ducing the estimates for }841—this present blessed. 
year—and as reducing the amount some millions. 
Was the Secretary dreaming? Compare the esti- 
mates for'1841 with those fer 1840, and look at 
facts. How much speculation-does the Secretary 
make out of the deaths of pensioners? He proposes 
an ‘appropriation for this year Jess than that of the 
last by $359,000. But will death relieve him to 
that amount? No; what with old appropriations 
s'anding over, added to the new, and to be applied 
to pensions, the saving, I apprehend, will not equal 
one kalf of that sum. 

In the Indian Department, very large sums are 
standing over to fali on the Treasury in 1841, and 
the new appropriations proposà for the present 
year are scarcely $30,000 less than those of the 
preceding year. I venture to say the actual ex- 
penditure will be greater in this department this 
year than last. 

As for the public buildings, the great saving in 
this quarter is soon told. The custom-bouse in 
New York is supposed to be out of the way. There 
was appropriated to this building last year $118,743. 
To three publie buildings in this city last year 
$330,000 were appropriated. I understand that the 
estimates of the architect the present year, for all 
buildings in this city, amount to $490,000. We 
shall find no saving here going very far towards 
making vp the Seeretary’s “so raiiliens.” 

And, finally, as to the last particular named by 
the Secretary, under which tris “some mulicns” 
was to be sared, namely, that “hostilities with the 

arer to an ead.” Well, Mr. 


Seminoles must be ne 
Chairman, E should have great doubt of the fact of 
¥ > 


me 


this war being nearer to an end than wi it &rst 
- began, if i did not recollect that this Administra- 
tion is nearer to an end. Bui we are to have a 


great saving in 1841, not beeanse this war is ac- 
tually to an eng in 1841—I hope it may—bat be- 
the war must be nearer to an end 


cause, in 1841, Ar IG £ } 
than in 1840! ‘That, sir, is clphering aud logic 


werthy of the Secretary. i 

Bat, really, to taik of expenditures on account 
of this Florida business being less this year than 
last, is mockery, or something worse. With ont- 
standing indebtedness on account of volunteers and 
militia to the amount probably of $309,080, the 
Paymaster General declaring tsat no provision bas 
been rade for paying those trcons, and that they 
have not been paid; with the Quartermaster Ge 
eral urgently demanding, 


mors than six wecks 


| 


-ditures wouid. be within- that sum. 


ago, $400,000, as a partial appropriation, toan- 
swer immediate and pressing necessities it this'ser- 
vice; with the war still going on; ang 2,000 volun- 
teers and militia in the field, and toremain inthe 
field, as Mr. Poinsett shows in his-report; with 
these facts all before the Secretary at jhe time, it is 
amazing how he should bave brought his courage 
up to speak of a saving to the ‘Treasury in 1841 in 
reference to this service. Last: years $300,000 was 
all that was appropriated- for this service, ‘the-of- 
ficer making the estimate having been -required— 
ordered—to cut it down. to that sum; this year, un- 
less this Administration mean now towabandon “the 
who’e concern, the Treasury must bear, not only 
the burden of the current service, butthe. greater 
part of that of thelast year also; and yet the Se- 
cretary is not afraid to talk to-us of. a greal sav} 
to be made in. this quarter !* oi; US 
Mr. Chairman, there. is nothing in all. the offielal’ 
acquaintance we nave-had. with the Secretary: of 
the Treasury calculated- to. inspirevery.implicit 
confidence in his accuracy. Fhe, last pear: his 
mark for new and permanent. appropriations: was 
$20,000,000; and he told us be thought the expen- 
With all the 
efforts of all the party to. “keep the appropriations 


:within the estimates,” about. which.so much:was 


said or sung, they.found it necessary to: swell. the 
appropriation to $23,686,037, and -the aet e) 
penditures of the year have not failen much;if apy, 
shortof $24 090,600.. Mr. Woodbury. is not, nearer 
the true mark now than he: was. then... He pays to 
the next President the equivocal compliment.of 
supposing that, in his hands, the same Government 
can be administered this year, with the same pub- 
ite service, for nineteen and a quarier. millions, 


| which has cost the country, under the present 


Chief Magistrate, the past. year, twenty-four, and 


| in previous years twenty five and thirty-one and a 


half millions. Give. the next President. time, to 
make reforms, in such manner that the -publie s 
vice shall not suffer, and thea itmay be reasonable 
enough to expect retrenchment... eee 

. But, sir, the omissions and deficiences of the. Se- 
eretary’s estimates for 1841 are gross and.glaring. 
He attempts to cover with a.general.sum, added to 
his “tables” of estimates, some of these omissions. 
With this general sum added, however, the whole 
estimate reacbes only to $19,250,000, . which .is 
four millions anda half less than the expenditures 
for the same objects the past year, as we have 
seen, His “tabies” contain nothing for private 
claims to be allowed by Congress, which may 
amount to a million; nathing for the Florida war, 
when two millions may be required; a very irade- 
quate sum for the war steamers and frigates neces- 
sary to be completed or put in progress the present 
year; nothing for navy pensions, when $150,000 
was wanted; nothing for public buildings in this 


| city, for which $400,000 is required; nothing to 


y large sums due, I suppose incontestably, to 
Maine, and to Georgia, and to some other States; 
nothing for the survey of the Northeastern boun- 
dary line; nothing to pay for the sites of marine 
hospitals on the Western waters, or for the hos- 
pitals themselves; nothing for the President's House, 


* A letter from the Secretary of War to the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, dated December 17,4840, one 
month before this debate began, transmitting ‘estimates of ap- 
propriations for the continuance of the Florida war was 
finally, oa the 2ist January, 1541, after having been referred to 
by Mr. Evans, & member of the committee; disclosed and. laid 
before the House. It must be observed that, in, the estimates 
of the Secretary of the Treasury for 1841, adopted aa correct 
by the chairman of Ways and Means, in his speech of the - 
18th of January, not one dollar is asked for, or proposed, for the 
Florida war. ‘The Secretary. of War, in his letter, shows that. 
appropriations for this service, partly for arrears, tó the 
amount of $2.385.529 75, are indispensable. This is one sin- 
gie item to be added to the Treasury estimates, Here is the 


sum ofthis account: i 
Estimates for the Florida war; 184l, presented by the Secre 
. tary of War. 


Tor arrcarages of pay for militia and volunteers $250,690 10 


For pay of militia and volunteers now in service, ce 
forts 5 if t's Department : j ~ 566217 78 
r Que aster’s Dep: — 
For Quarterm he rikes : 200,060 
For 1841 - 1,100,000 
4 mere yer 00 
For subsistence for 184 - ` x a 2421 87 
For Medical Department -+ - . > 16,000 60 
For Ordaance Department - - a - 30,000 00 
$2,385,52 9754 
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‘ethatthe wornouttinsel now there may be repiaced 
vewith furniture; asit ought to be, of good substan- 
-ctal American manufactere; and “nothing for-many 
‘“Sother:things which may be likely to. find tbeir way 

“nto the. appropriaticns. I greatly distrust these 
' “ables” of the Secretary, especially. under. the 
head of “miltary.??~-His estimates for. 1841 are 

= $8:5C0,000°-uuder this head; iest. year they were 
69,300,000; and the actual expeadisures Have been 
99145600,000. 

-o But the point of gréatest error and fallacy in his 
siimmatesis still: behind.’ dn a very obscure and in- 
olved paragraph-of his report, he does refer to the 
Matter tö whiri now allude, He admitsthat “a 

grenter proportion of the outstanding appropriations 
~satthe end of 1840-may be expended in 1841 than 
owilkbeleft -unexpended of the new charges im. 

posed.” This requires elucidaiion; as what does 
Mot in this report?» Nor dces the Secretary give to 
cithecfact at which he here aims the fores- and effect 
vowhich belong.to it. I will explain. 

On:the. first of January in every year, it is found 
-thatlarge’ sums cul of ihe appropriations of the 
-spreceding year, have not yet been drawn from the 
~«“Preasury. Inthe first place, large amounts have 
"been ‘earned, and the money is due, but ii has not 
evyet been. called for; aud then. other large amounts 

‘Manderthese old appropriations bave not yet been 

‘earned, but they will be in due time, and the money 
galled for. In both. cases, and for beth amounts, 
“ahese sums fall on the Treasury mainly inthe year 
“following that’ in whiih the appropriations’ are 

“made. ‘Chis year the amounts thus standing over, 
““under/old. appropriations, and which wiil fall us a 

harge on the Treasury in the} ear 1841, are esti- 

-Mmgated by the Departments, as: we leaca from the 
“Peoretary, at $10,411,027. ‘This, as I have said, 
~becomes'a charge on the ‘Treasury in’ 1841, and 

ought to be so stated, and must be in any accurate 

“account of the burdens which. the Treasury may 
‘have to sustain within the year. This important 
“item, however, being included in cuch an account, 

there should, of course, be deducted from the sum 
sof the new appropriations for the year, so much out 
of these. appropriations as itmay be estimated will 

«be found standing over at the close of the year, and 
«which will not, therefore, be a charge on the Trea- 
sary Witkin the year. This course I have taken in 
van estimate for the year which Ihave made, and 

‘Which I'will soon present to the committee. 
ov. Phe Secretary says: “These two jtems”—by 
“which, Esuppose, he means these balances of ape 
wpropriations sanding over from year to year—"‘are 

nsually computed to equal each other.” Lam of 
opinion that these balances: of 1440 and 1841 wiil 
be found to be very far from cqualling each other. 

In the first place, Iam not satisfied that the Se- 

erelary has got the amount sianding over fYora 

‘1840 high enough. He tales the suras as they are 

‘estimated and given him by the Departments, and 

“abeése are hot always to be depended.on. In his ree 
i port-of last year, the Secretary bimself said these 

` estimates were not high enough then by two mil- 


* Heng of dollars, Fle had quite as much reason to | 


«doubt their acouracy now. In looking into the re- 
. poris from some of these Departments, I find very 
large sams shown to have been standing over so 
late as the Ist of October last—in some cases enor 
rnously large. For example, in the Indian Depari- 


“ment alone, $3,000,000 were standing over, while | 


.-at-the same time there was about $2,225,000 in the 
hands of disbursing agents yet nnexpended. { doubt 
if there be a cent less than 82,500,000 under this 
head alone, reserved to fallon the Treasury in the 
present year, Upwards of $700,000 for faking the 
sixth censas In 1840 rez slo be paid in 1841. 
Other-exarmples might be given. 

CA very decided effect in throwing. over charges 


from the Jast year to the present, in a way alto. 


gether new, has been pr 
application.of appropri 
works and objects, wader the authority given to the 
Present in some of ihe appropriation ‘bills. 
Whatever may be the Presideat’s understanding 
abentthe fact, certain i: isthatsevera! of the pria- 
gipal efficers testify. positively in their reports to 
‘these ‘posiponements. Fhir, added to the faet of 
y jale perioed at which the prinetpai appro- 


uesd by pisponing the 
DS Made. fur. certain 


priat.on bills were passed at the Jast session, ren- | 


dered unusually large sams unavailable within the 
year, Thus Col. Talco:t, of the Ordnance De- 
pariment, says: : . 

“The appropriations for 1840 were made by Congress at so 
late a period (20th July) that very few of the objects authorized 
could be effected during the year; moreover, the restrictions of 
the third section of the appropriation law having been applied 
toa large portion of the funds of this Department, (viz $80,- 
452 31,) the balances semainisg in the Treasury on the 30th of 
September last were, consequently, very large, and far beyond 
the usual amounts.” f 

Vo the Chiet Engineer, Colonel Totten. says: 

“The appropriations of the last Congress applicable to these 
objects [in his Department] were not made tiil the middle of 
July; and, when made, the state of the Treasury attached re- 
strictions, leaving the grants intangible for the rest of ihe 
year. $ 

It is evident that these balances of appropriations 
standing over must always be greater 1n those years 
when the bids are passed at the close of a leng ses- 
sion of Congress than in those years when the bilis 
are cf necessity passed early, as in the short ses- 
sions. It must now be evident, also, from the con~ 
sideratious just presented, that the diference in 
these balances between the year 1840 and the year 
1841 must be unusually great. Itis but tco appa- 
rent, moreover, to my mind, and so the fact, I baye 
no doubt, will turn out, that there have keen other 
postponcments. than those that have taken place 
under color of Jaw. The first object, and one 
pursued very assiduously, has been to avoid de- 
mands on the Treasury by avoiding and refusing 
appropriations, even when it was positively known 
that indebtedness must be incurred, asin the ease 
of the Florida war; and then it has been made a 
point, by every pessible delay, end every possible 
device, where appropriations have been made, to 
avoid and postpone expenditures. For all this, 
the Treasury must groan and sweat in the year 
1841. : 

So much then, Mr, Chairman, for the Secreta- 
ry’s estimates of expenditures in 1841, which are 
aliogether too low; and now for his estimates of re- 
venue and receipts in the same year, which, in my 
opinion, are altogether too high. 

On this latter score—the estimating of receipts— 
the Secretary has not certainly heretofcre been very 
happy in his “probabilities of a conjecture.” T am 
indebted to a friend who sits near me, [Mr. Evr- 
rer of Vermont,] for the fact, that, in the whole 
six years of Mr, Woodbury’s administration of the 
finances, his annual guesses at in-coming reyenue, 
taken altogether, have been just accord ng to the 
result—wanting only the trifling sem of siz/y two 
militons «f dollars. 

At the commencement of the last session of Con- 
gress, he confidently expected to realize from cus- 
toms $15,000,000, ia 1840; he has got about 
$12,500,000. ‘Fri: year he expects $19 000,000 
from the same sources; E do not bélieve he will ger 
$15,000,001, though ia my calculations for the year 
Tallow $16,000,600. i 

H seeins to be supposed by the Secretary, as well 
certainly as by some others, that business and 
prosperity will greatly revive after the late depres. 
sion; and that, therefore, there will be a great in- 
crease in the naports. Ido not think this fellows. 
Confidence will, no doubt, to some goed extent, 
come in with theinew Administration, and business 
will begin to be more active. Bat there can be no 
fall prosperity ia this wide country, so long as ex- 
changes centinge to be deranged, and the cur- 
rency rewams unregulated, Inteliipent business 
men know this, and importers as well as others, 
That there may be some effort and scime active 
competition, in the early part cf this year, to sup- 
ply the supposed deticicney in the importations of 
the la.t year, is to be expect:d. Wih th view, 
no doubt, i ports oa foreign accoent may for a 
while ecme in. pretty actively. Bat there are 
causes, I think, to check any great excess of 
imports. 
in the first place, T cannot learn that there really 


is any scarcity or deficiency of fereigu goods, 
s i " h Su g 
There is no extraordinary demand in any uarter, 


The country was satisfied with what it got jast 
year, and it will be satisfied this year with about 
the same amount of foreiga- articles. The first 
effect of a very full supply will be to-knoek down 
prices. The country has learned some moderation; 
and ihat, for a while at least, will stand in th 

way of excessive importations, E 


none 


Again, In 139, there were excessive importa. 
tions, running up to ose hundred and sixty-two 
millions; and last year it was a favorite notion of 
the Seeretary. that “‘subsequent.to a large importa- 
tion and a fail of prices in articles exported, as in 
1839, the amount of imports often déclines for one 
or two years. After 1825. it declined (he says) 
uninerrupiedly for. six years.” He seems now 
to have gotten over this notion entirely, 

In his report.of last year, too, the Secretary re- 
marked on the effect of a restricted circulation, 
Which existed then and exists now, and must con- 
tinue to exist... And he declared that “hence a di~ 
minution in the imports had already commenced, 
and wes confidently expected to continue for some 
time.” The fact of a restricted currency, with the 
deranged state of the exchanges, must have, the 
effect to lirait importations. And this is a state of 
things which cannot be cured until the Sab-Trea- 
sury shail be removed, aud the country shall have 
time to recover from its unhappy effects. 

Another important ageht in limiting imports is 
our foreign indebtedness. This was strongly ine 
sisted upon a year ago, both by the Secretary and 
the President. Twelve millions of exports are re« 
quired annually, say they, to pay interest on loans 
abroad, and so much at least of the exports ¢an 
bring ia no returns of imports. ; 

Tne Secretary admits that importations will be 
somewhat checked the present year from the consi- 
deration that a very large amount of duties go off 
under the compromise act in 1842; commencing in 
January of that year, which will induce importers 
to keep back their goods for the benefit of the’ re- 
duction. Undoubtedly this will have its effect. 

Now, it is in the face of all these considerations 
that the Secretary, to make a good show of means 
inthe Treasury, ventures to anticipate, not merely 
a moderate increase of impoits from last ‘year, 
which I am willing to concede, bat ‘absolutely a 
most extravagant and excessive state of the im- 
porttrade. For, observe, Mr. Chairman, in order 
to get his $19,000,000 of duties, he must compute 
the imports at about $158,000,000. This is within 
four millions of the great excess of imports. in 
1839, which was the year of largest importations 
the country has ever seen by very far, except one, 
the year 1836! And this is not all, sir, for while 
the Secretary would make us believe that we are 
to be supplied with foreign goods in 1841, amount. 
ing in value to $158,000,000, which he does not 
seom to xesard as atall excessive, yet when in 
another part of his report be comes to talk ot the 
prospects ahead, and to recommend economy, or 
something else, why then he discovers that, in the 
very next year, 1842, it wouid not be safe to expect 
that the imports would exceed those of 1838. And 
what were the imporis.of 1838? Less than 
$114,000,000!. What a happy and instructive eon- 
s stency ! f 
i Mr. Chairman, if the value of imports in 1841 
shal] come up to absut $133,000,000,; which is full 
$23,000,000 more than jast year, we shall have 
$16,000,060 cf duties cut of them, as I calculate. 
i do not beiieve the imports will come up to that; 
and if we get fourtern or fifteen millions from 
customs, it is as much as I expect to see, especially 
after drawbacks and bounties ere taken out. But 
in my estitiaies I shall take the sum of $16,000,000, 
teat I may not te found below the mark. 

Tam now prepared, Mr. Chairman to offer you 
my estimates for the year, only remarking that, in- 
stead of beginning, as the Secretary does, with an 
avaiabie balance in the Treasury, I am forced to 
set down a large balance against it. ' 

Estimate of charges which will fall on the Treasury in 
ihe year 1841 for ordinary purposes, but including 
charges on account of funded debt, and the redemp- 
tion ef T: easury noies. 

On the Ist of January, 1841, the aggregate of 
Treasury notes outstanding was. $4,650,000 

The whole of this sum will be redeem. : 
able in 1841, but it is computed that, 
$560,000 of the amount may not 
come: in within the year, which de- ; 
duct . - oi +» 500,000 


errant iain 


$4,150,000 


For interest payable on the amount to 


Jan. 1841. 


200,000 


$4,350,000 


be redeemed, add. Re es 


-There was available in the Treasury 

on the ist of January, 1841, accord- 
‘sng to the Secretary, though it is now. 
<oynderstood that the amount is much 
“Jessi the sum of $1,590,855, which 


“deduct : ; + 1,590,855 
Leaving as a charge in the Treasury in. 
1841, on‘ account of Treasury notes | 
“outstanding on the Ist of January; 
over and above any balance in ‘the 
-“BPreastry, thissum . a ; 
“To this sum of. $2,759,145 is to be 
added the balances of appropriations ` 
made in'1840, and previously, Stand- 
dpgeovér.oa the Ist January, 1841, 
and which will be a charge on -the 
“Treasury within the “year 1841, 
amounting to, though I suppose this 
sum is not enough by $2,002,000. . 10,411,027 


è 


“Making together s 2 $13,170,172 
Thus we have $13,170,172. chargeable 
“ovo the. Treasury’ in 1841, before 
making any new appropriations what- 
“eyer for that year. Aad to thisis 
“pow to be added the amount of new 
‘“grid permanent appropriations to.the 
extent to, which’ they will become a 
“Charge on the Treasury within. the 


ages? wo. 
The es imatés of the Secretary for new 
‘ged permanent appropriations. and 
“for paplicdebtamcunt to $19,399,200" 
“To. this E add for all errors: >- 1g 
and omissions, the parti- 
““eulars’ of which I have 
before: explained, as the 
least sum o 0 e 


3,000,000 

“Making. the estimates for 

o the year. o> o e $22,399,200 

“But out of this sum is to 

-> pe deducted so muchas 

~ vagy remain, not called 
for and standing over at 
the close of 1841, which 
Tecompute at. . i 


. 


8,600,680 

Leaving ofnew and permas 

“nent: ‘appropriations | for 
1341, which will failas a’ 
-charge on. the Treasa ye 


| within the year. : . $14,399,200 


4 


meet ener, 


Making the sum chargeable’ on. the 
Treasury in 1841 for the purposes - 
above named . ann $27,569,372 

Estimate of revenue and receipts which will come into 
‘the Treasury and be available in the year 1841 un- 
“der existing laws, and shewing the deficit. 

From customs . ats MoBo's $16,000,000 

From lands, probably. too high by 

$500,000 atleast $ 

Miscellaneous . F S 

Banks, balance . . 

Treasury notes, which, ander the act of 
- March, 1840, may yet be jsvued, 
amouat may be ` §342,6°8 

But of this amount there ` 
will be returned and re- 
deemed within the year 
atleast. ; ot 


3,500,009 
80,080 
220,000 


100,000 


lesi all forthe year. $20,042,618 
ya the Treasury“ >. n 27,569,372 


——« 


Deficit for the year. i . $7,526 T54 


Here; then; Mr: Chairman, is my ““eonfecinre” 
“in regard to the’state and prospects of the Treasury 
forthe present year. i 

reliance is to be placed upon it. 


TPhavegiven 


« 


$2,759,143 | 


The committee: will jadge - 


he grounds: on which I bave proceeded in 


== aaa aiia sisaan core Gin = 
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makiog these calculations. Letthem be impeached | 


ifthey can be. Ido not mean to elaim for them 
any sort of infallibility. -I have made the best use 
ofthe materiais I had, and- have endeavored to 
come to honest and just results. I-may have fallen 
into.errois; but this | will say, that if the Secretary 
and his friends.ara willing to abide by his estimates 


for the year, Lam willisg to abide- by mine, and 
we will see whose. “conjecture” will turn out to be 


nearest the truib- : é * 

Ihave now, Mr. Chairman, one impeachment 
more, and only one, to offer, of the accuracy of 
the. fiaancial statements of the Secretary and ike 
President. “This,” says the President, ‘istha 
only Government which, having iniy aad faith- 
fuily paid all its creditors, Has.also relieved itself 
entirely from d:bt.” .The only shadow ef exception 
to. this sweeping declaration -which I can find, 
either.in the Message or Report, relates to. Treasu- 
Ty notes outstanding, and to “an obligation entered 
into. da behalf of the District of. Columbia;” and 
both these items. are readily disposed of, - Asito the 
four anda half millions -cf. Treasury notes out- 
standing, they are to be redeemed in 1841, out of 
“earreni revenue.” -Tho statemen's I have sub- 
mitted, as well as the very bill now before us fora 
new issue of notes, show what chance there is. of 
that. Andas tothe ‘obligation in behalf of the 
District ef Colambia,” why, that obligation “must 
soon be discharg:d?—as if the debt was to be paid 
by the District of. Colambia, ‘and that would re- 
lieve this Government. from the “obligation.” I 
will only say, sir; that, as I understand this matter, 
this debt-is ours, and not that of the corporate cities 
of ihis District. . It has been distinctly assumed by 
this Government, upon a good consideration pass- 
ing between the parties, and these cities have no- 
thing further to do with it. 

But the President thinks himself justified in de- 

claring, on ihe whole, that this- Government has 

“relieved itself. entirely from debt.” am not able 

to flatter myself so much in regard to this item in 

cur financial condition, asthe ominous statements 
which I hold in my. hand, and will. now present, 
may serve to show. 

Statement of the public debt, vegarded as ascertained 
and certain, existing on the lst January, 1841, 
though the amounts may noi.be exxct. 

Treasury notes outstanding  - - $4,650,000 

Interest which will have accrued on 


them _ é ‘ . + 250,000 
Remains of old funded aud cert ficate 

debt. s i : 335,000 
Debts of the cit! 

lug 

without interest n > - 1,500,000 
Amounts required to be invested for In- 

diass and Indian tribes, at least « 2,580,600 
Principal sums payable to Indians, pro- 
` bably ‘ . : 1,600,000 
Amount required by law to make good 

thed.ficit inthe Navy Pension Fand, 1,250,000 j 
Annuities to Jadians, (supposed to be i 

$€00,000,) part payable in perpetuity 

and part for terms of years; the pur- 

chase or value of the whole not jess 

than ; A $; . 5,000,060 
Making, of actual debt, it ig believed, 

not iss. ikan ` . $16,515,00 


Yo this is to be added probable 
amounts of iadebtedzess and Habilities 
growing out of past transactions, as fol- 
lows: 

For claims growing -out of Indian af- 
fairs and relations, allowed, and 
which will be allowed in the Depart- 
menis or by accounting officers, pro- 
babig . i « $2,009,006 

For claims growing out of 
the Fiorida war, &c. and 
which mast be allowed 


by Congress, probably. . 3,000 600 
Dee from the. Government _ é 

on account of trust funds, 

other than Indian, pro- 

bably —. š . 500,000 


‘The fourth instalment un- 


der the deposite act of 


Cea nec aan enrenmneramaramremenres 


1836. claimed by. the 
States. . , 
There are claims of Ame- 
rican citizens for French... 
. spoliations ca our com- 
merce previous to. 1800, . 
quite likely to be allowed 
by Congress, ts. . 


So that the whole amount. of. indebted» 
ness and liabillties, on account of past... 
transactions, was, on the Ist of Jantes gs. en 
ary, 1841, probably not Jess than 36,015,000. 


I have only a‘ word or two-of remark tovofler 
with this'‘sta‘ement. In the account. of actual and 
ascertained debt, L put down §5,000,000.as' the 
valve or purchase of the annuities to ‘Indians. 
When looking at these annuities as a-debty that 
debt can only be stated in a principatsum. ` Lhave 
not myself made a computation of the value of 
ihese annuilies—a thing easily done; according to 
well established rules and principles; bot Famin- 
formed by others, who have looked more:clecely 
into the subject, tbat their value is mrech-gredler 
than I have supposed. Iris probabiy eight orten 
millions. FT do-net'say, of course, that this pringi- 
palsom is ever to be paid; but there can’ be Re just 
computation ef ‘how much the couatry.owesy:with- 
out stating this item, and stating: it-in this- way. 
Tne came general remark applies to the item fof 
sums required by law. to be invested for Indians, if 
the policy shall hereafier be,-as it has hitherto-been, 
to pay an annual interest en there sums, instead of 
investing them, It is not likely, however, thatthe 
positive cb igatious of ireaties are hereafter to -be 
so lightly regarded. . The’ Government -will proba- 
bly pay whatit really owes. . Pees 

In the account. of general. liabilities, which: I 
have added to the statement-of actual and certai 
debt, Ido not mean to be understood that any thin 
there is beyond doubt or cavil: That the ‘claims’? 
there mentioned exist, and that the amounts are pot 
exaggerated, I confidently believe. . Many suppase 
the amounts to be vastly greater. . T.. believe..the 
Treasury will yet groan under them. T'he: fonrih 
instalment of deposite money is claimed by-some 
of the States at least. So much, at any rate;is 
true, that a law now exists directing, in the most 
positive terms, this money to be deposited with the 
States; and that law has never been repealed, and 
it hag never been executed. Until one or the other 
thing takes place, | can do no otherwise than count 
this as a “liability? of ihe Government... In-te- 
gard to the last item in this account, Ido- not. bere 
say that the claims on account.of. French spolia- 
tions ought to'be allowed--1 ` will give my opinion 
about that at the proper time, if called upon todo 
s0; bat we know that they have many advocates, 
and my opinion is, that it is quite likely that: this 
will ullimately be acknowledged in Congress as a 
just debt long due by the Government, and, there- 
fore, to be paid. ant 
Mr. Chairman, I have one statement meore.to 
esent, and then I shall have done with my notice 


ar the remarkable position that this Government 
has “relisved imself-entirely from debt.” . My-ob- 
ject in this statement is to make as near an ap- 
proach as 1 can to the sum of all the burdens and 
charges which will, or may probably, fallon the 
Treasury in the four years of the in coming Ad~ 
ministration, over and above allordinary and. cur- 
rent expenditares. The itemsin this statement will 
be sufhciently understood. after the explanations 
which I have already given. ; Š, 
Estimate of the probable amount ef public debt and. ie 
abilities growing owt of past transactions, for which 
the Administration ef the next four years may have 
to provicle—being over and above all current ex- 
pendiiures, vis ; Pty 
Treasury Notes outstanding, with inte- 

rest on them, including such as may 

be issued before the 4th of March, À 

under tae act of 1840 i . $5,250,000 
Od Fonded güd Certificate Debt, (pros ° — 

-bably) . ; : » 100,000 
Debts of the Cities in the District of ee 
Columbia assumed by the Govera- 
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HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Jan. 18412 
H. of Reps. 


SSS et 
| This will be 


ment, with imterest . i . 1,750,000 | 
Amounts required to be invested for In- 

dians and Indian tribes ; + 2,580,000 
Principal sums payable to Indians or 

Indian tribes : . +. 1,008,000 
Annuities to same, $500,000 per year, 

four years’. x - 2,000,000 


Amount required to make goad the de- 

““ficit in the Navy Pension Fand 

“Charges: which will fall on the Treasu- 
ry in 1841, on account of liabilities 
incurred under appropriations made 
ib:1840 and previous years—the mo- 
ney having been earned, but not call- 
ef for; taking the excess of such | 
‘charges over what will be chargea- . 
bie on the Treasury in 1842, in the* 
like account, under appropriations of 


. 1,200,000 


184l and previous years . - 2,000,000 
Claims on account of Indian affairs 
and relations, &e. allowed or to be 
allowed in the Departments, or by 
accounting officers . @ . 2,000,000 
Claims growing out of Florida war, &c. 
-presented to Congress x « 3,000,000 
Due on account of ‘Trust Funds (other | 
tothan Jndian) . a : 500,000 
Fourth Tnstalment, under the deposite 
act of 1836 . : s . 9,000,090 |i 
Claims oa account of French Spolia- | 
¿tions on commerce . i - 5,009,000 f 
To which is to be added a sum neces- il 
‘sary to provide a suitable average ba- i 
lance in the Treasury , - 5,000,000 
Making in all . $40,380,000 


» Mr. Chairman, the views which I nave precested 
of our financial condition will, if recurred to, suffi- 
ciently show the ground of the position which I 
now. distinctly take. Toat position is, that ten 
millions of dollars ought to be immediately borrow- 
ed for theservice of the year 1841. Ihave shown 
that there will, by: my estimates, be a deficit of 
means to meet the indispensable engagements of |! 
the year of at least $7,500,000. It is quite as 
likely to be more as to be lees. But if we had this 
sum, still, at theend of the year, the Treasury 
wonld be swept clean. Nobody will dispute that 
$2,500,000 is quiteas small a sum as it would be 
ai all prudent to depend on fora balance in th 
“Treasury. 
‘Fen millions, then, is the least sam we ought to 
have. And it is the bounden duty of this Adminis- 
` tration te provide for it. Inthe ordinary course of 
things, there can be no Legislature convened to act 
on this subject, after this is diszolved, until next 
December, This Congress is bound, therefore, to || 
legislate for the whole year. {I 
But this is notall the daty of this Congress. It | 
is conceded that this Government must not rely on |} 
borrowing for current support. This would be | 
‘that creation of a national debt in time of pro- |i 
found peace which the President’ so much depre- 
cates. But itis demonstrable, and stands confess- 
ed, that, whatever may happen in 1841, the Go- | 
vernment canzot pay its ordinary expenses in | 
1842—to say nothing of redeeming Treasury notes 
or debis—with ordinary and current reven nes, nor 
without new revenues to a large amount from new 
duties, or in some other way. This is clear enon 
from the Secreisry’s own view of the case. | 
ties are to failon m January and July, 1849, te 
the amount ef 


f $5,000,000; and the whole income 
from customs, he says, will not then execed ten or | 
eleven millions. Now, if we are to wait til the 
session of Congress in 1842, be‘ore any new pro- 
vison for revenue shall be adcpted, is it not posi- 
tively certain that we must live in 1842, to acon- 
siderable extent, by borrowing? Commerce ought 
to have, and must have, several months’ netice be- 
fore new duties are made to operate; and the ‘only 
way in which the revenue from customs ean be 
materially incréased in 1842 is to amend the duties 
acis at the present-cession. So says Mr. Woodba- 


ry, who tells'us he has digested a p'an for ibis par- 
pose, which he is ready to offer if Congress will 
call for it; and so must evéry body say who knows 
any thing of the matter. This, then, is another 
position which I take, and which I wish to express i 


emphatically, namely, thatit is the indispersabie 
daty of this Administration, with this Congress, in 
which it holds the political majority, to amend the 
laws laying duties on imports so as to give, as soon 
as possible, and especiaily for 1842, an increased 
revenue from cusioms. This it may do, probably, 
without touching one really debatezble point or 
principle m relation to the tariff, keeping within the 
policy. of the Compromise Act, and makirg the 
wealthy consumers of luxuries contribute a fairer 
proportion than they now do towards the public 
burdens. 

L have only to repeat, here, that the neglect of 
the two principal measures now adyerted te, by 
this Administration, must, I suppose, force the next 
Administration unavoidably into the ealling of an 
extra session of Congress at an early day. If. that 
is the purpose of those who now hold the control 
here, we shall know it by what they do, or rather 
neglect to do, on ihis subject. 

Mr. Chairman, if this Administrasyon will do its 
duty, the nex! will be relisved from some embar- 
rassmenf.. And yet at best that coming Adminis- 
tration will fiad enough todo. What its general 
hue of policy will be I cannot say; I can only say, 
as an humble individual, what, in some thingy, at 
least, T hope it may be. 

-Lhope it will provide for all the just debis of the 
Government, and meet all just claims and demands 
upon it in a prompt and manly way. If the 
amount of ontstanding debts ssall be found to be 
large, and such as to press upon the Government, 
I kope they will be funded, and a proper sinking- 
fund provided for their gradual payment. 

I hope that cnrrent expenditure—always within 
the limits of a just economy—will be met by cur- 
rent revenue, derived chiefly from duties on im- 

CTs. 

R I hope that duties cn imports will be so imposed 
preserving, as I hope may be done, without sa- 
erific'ng any great national interest, the policy of 
the compromise act—that while we shall have re- 
venue enough to meet the economical wants of the 
Government, the rich shall not escape taxation by 
receiving their luxuries free of duties, the poor shail 
be relieved from undue and heavy burdens, and 
the industry of the country shall be protected from 
the injurious policy and measures of foreign legis- 
lation, ; 

I hope to see the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic tands, in proper time, distributed emong the 
Swater, Nothing shouid postpone this measure 
of justice stort ci war, or the pressure of a heavy 
debt. 

T hope to see the necessary military and naval 


Gefenees of the country pat on a proper footing, ihat | 
t my 


we may not be called to mourn over some sudden 
disaster or dishonor. 

I hope to see a vigoroas but economical proveen~ 
tion of oar works for improving harbors and rivers, 


Kt is a commercial matter ef the highest importance, | 


and, through commerce, they ougat to be prosecu- 
ted and paid for, 

Finally, 1 hope thet that cumbrous and danger- 
ous politcal mackine—the Sub-Treasury—swill be 
promptly dispensed wiih; and I hope to see the Go- 
vernreent return, without delay, to-all its constin- 
tional daties tonshing money and curreney; taking 
the public raoney out of the bands of the Presiden’, 
and paing it uadere E ' the law; providing 
for its safekeeping a y disbursement withou 
expense tn Government; and, by a due exercise o? 

7 vority of Congress, providing for the whole 
a sound and uniform national currency, 
cling thereby a due regulation of the.ex- 
changes; and if all this high deiy-eannot be ex- 
ercived without it, then I hope to see a National 
Bank promptly established for the pupo e. 

Mr. Chairman, ihe honorable gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Jonzs] at the close of his speech, 
was pleased to allude, in no unkind terms, to the 
incoming Administration. Sir, it deserves to be 
contemplated with kind feelings on all sides. Great 
and most arduous duties will devolve upon it. In 
some things, it will have to take an entire new, de- 
parture, witb difficulties to encounter seareely less 
than those which embarrassed the men of ’89, who 
undertook to set the Government originally in mo. 
tion under ‘the Constitution, “Phen, indeed, there 
was much to be avuc; now tnere is much to be 


verament, and to 


done, and much first to be undone. 

found to be true, I apprehend, in an especial man- 
ner, in the department of finance. Every thing 
there is in confusion and derangement. The re~ 
doubtable Secretary, under instructiéns, has been _ 
fighting a long and obstinately contested battle wih 
the pecple; at last he is conquered; and no wonder 
that his ducks should now be found strewed thick 


‘with unsightly fragments, and accumelated ru n. 


There is danger even that the battered and riddled 
craftin winch he has. sailed may go down‘in the 
open ard calm sea, though within sight of the bar- 
bor, before relief can reach him; and if she lives 
through, as I hopashe may, and bolus together long 
enough to be hauled up for repairs, I think it will 
be found that there is really nothing left of her above 
her keel that will ever do to build upon. 

Sir, the honorable gentleman from Virginia 
seems to expect much—f hope in ail. sincerity— 
from the new Administration. My trust and con- 
fidence is, thathe will not be disappointed, I trusthe 
will find, as we ali shall, that that Administration 
will move forward to its work with becoming bold- 
ness, and an vnshaken firmness; shrinking from no 
duty, and from no responsibility; that it will take 
its measures calmly and wisely for the good of the 
ecuntry, and the’ whole country, and with no view 
whatever, at any time, to catch the breath of an 
eshemerai popularity; that it will- do nothing for 
the mere sake of popularity, and omit nothing 
which it ought to do, from any craven and coward- 
ly apprehension that it may not be popular; that it 
will have the moral courage to do right—always 
right—trustisg to an intelligent and generous peo- 
pie to approve the right, and uiterly regardless of 
the c'amors of de:nagogues, or those whom dema- 
gogues delude and lead. Thus acting, | know that 
still that Administration may be overborne and trod- 
den down by a reewiess and unprincipled Opposition, - 
gathered and organized hereafter in the land; but, 
atleast, it will have deserved success, and it will 
command the approbation and support of all whose 
approbation and support is worth striving for, or 
worth having. Sir, we know that we live in a 


` glorious country; we think we have the happiest 


form of Government on earth; let that Government 
be, oace again, in God's name, wisely and happily 
administered. This will save us, and nothing else 
can; this will save our institutions, and give'a new 
guaranty to freedom under. Republican forms, for 
the present and all fatere time, and nothing. else 
can or will, And fer so much virtue, and:o much 
reform, I am happy, for one, to be able to give to 
the new Administration fell credit and confidence 
beforeband; and this I will say, in conclusion, to 
the friends of that Administration, and to all, that 
so much virtas andso much reform the country 
exnects at its hands; so much the country will hold 
that Administration accountable for, and it will not 
brook disappoinimest. Es 

Mr. Bakwarp slosed his remarks by moving to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill; giving 
notice that, if the motion prevailed, and a report to 
that effect should be made tothe House, he would 
taen offer the following resolation: i 

Resoved, That the subject of making provision for the 
wants of the Treasury bo referred back to the Committee of 
sand Means, with instructions: 
win a billauhorizing the Secretary ofthe Trea- 
w ten millions of dolars on the credit of the Go- 
sue.bonds or scrip. therefor, ats 2 

Second. To bring ina bill imposing duties for additional re 
venue on wines, siks, Jinecs, spices, and other articles, being 
luxuries, imported into the United States; but in such manne 
ag not to conflict with the principles, policy, and spirit of th, 
act of March, 1833, commonly caiied “the Compromise Act.? 
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SPEECH OF MR. EVANS, 
CF MAINE, 

In the Hous: of Representatives, January 18, 1841:—- 
The House being in Commitiee of the Whole on 
the. state of the Union upon the bill making pre- 
vision for the isgtie of five millions of Treasury - 
noies— g i 

Mr. EVANS faid he felt himseif called upon, as 
a member of the committee from which the- bill 
under considzration emanated, to submit a few..ob- 
servations apon the state of the Treasury, present 
and prospective, as wellas upon some of the topics 
connected wiih- the revenues aad expenditures. of 
the Government, which had been discussed and re- 


„Feb. 1841. 
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_ Treasury Note Bill Mr. Evans. 


commended to our consideration in the annual report 


of. tne Secretary, and having intimate relation with 
the measure now proposed. The whole subject, in all 


„Ats bearings, izone of very grave imporlance,.and 


to which the allention of Congress cannot too early 
on too earhesily be directed. The bill we are now 


considering authorizes, the issue of Treasury notes, 
. soot exceeding the amount of five millions. of dol- 


jars. ..It is urged upon the ground of a present 


and pressing: necessity. Greater means. than.the 
Department is.now possessed of are absolutely in- 


dispensable. to meet the current expenses of the 


Government, and to discharge obligations. devolv- 
ing upon it daily. We are. assured, both by the 


¿Secretary and the honorable chairman of the Ways 


and Means, if the amount now proposed to be 
granted is not promptly furnished,.there is great 


. danger that the public credit will be. dishonored, 


_ and, the public faith violated. However this hu- 


wilialing condition of our fiscal affairs may have 
been occasioned, the line of our duty, it seems to 
me, is plain and obvions.. Tr is, to furnish the ne- 


. cessary. supplies, and to furnish them seasonably. 


‘Tne. motion immediately pending is that just made 


sby the honorable. member from New York, [Mr. 


`. Bagwanp,] to strike out the. enacting clause of the 
bills. in other words, tô defeat it altogethsr, with a 


view to obtain the. required mean:—first, by loan, 


_ aod. ultimately by an increase of revenue, to be de- 


rived from an assessment of duties upon certain 
articles now admitted free. I regret that, under 


. present. circumstances, I cannot concur wiih the 


honorable member in the expediency of this propo- 
sition; not, however, because I donot. deem it, 


_ generally, the most eligible mode. of supplying de- 


; dieleneies—-undoubtedly it is so; but merely because 


it dees not seem to.me. to. meet the present exi- 


` gency. I am far from approving this constant: re- 
„Currence to..the..use. of Treasury. notes. 
. Many reasons, unquestionably, a loanis preferabie; 


For 


and. revenue sufficient for all the purposes of Go- 


-vernment,. derived from the ordinary. sources of 
revenue by just legislation, is better than either. 


But we have no. alternative offered to us... The 
pressure upon the Treasury is actually existing, 


_oand-has been for months; and I fear that means 
„cannot be obtained in the mode indicated by the . 


honorable. member from New York, early enough 
` to guard the Treasury from the insolvency hanging 


. over, it. : 


[Mr. Barnanp said he thought his proposition 


- was. not. correctly. understood. He proposed to 


borrow money: for present necessities, either upon 


_ the issue of scrip, or upon bond; and.he was confi- 
. dent the.credit of the United States was such, that 


almest any amount could be immediately obtained 


upon bond J 


Mr. Evans. Undoubtedly, so far as public . cre- 


. dit is concerned, there will be no. difficulty in ob- 


taining by loan whatever may be wanted. But 
can it be- obtained .seasonably?, How are public 
Joans contracted? Jf upon bond, as ‘suggested, it 


strikes me, that.varies. very little from Treasury 
motes. 
and in this way to iavite competition, and thus to 
. obtain. more. favorable terms. 
stime is necessary. 


The ordinary mode is, to issue proposals, 


For this purpose, 
It-eannot be done inan hour or 
aday.. Is it designed to vest the Secretary of the 


-Treasüry with power to issue bonds, whieh he may 


negotiate in.the market upon such ierms as he may 


gee fil, or-as ihe pressure of circumstances may 


compel him-to, accede to? I trust not. I cannot 
but think, therefore, that the mode proposed in the 
bill under consideration is the most prompt and 


_eertain,.and, therefore, in the present exigency, 


preferable. It can be rendered effectual, instantly. 
The relief is, what the crisis requires—immediate. 
Besides, we must take this or nothing. This is the 
favorite financia! expedievt of those now in power, 
and ‘ofthe majority. of Corgress. What hope is 


“there that they will abandon it? Ta this matter we 


have ho aiternative. We are driven to this ex- 
tremity either to grant the relief in the only mode 
-the Administration desire it, or to permit the pub- 


` ie faith to be broken, ‘and the national credit dis- 
“honored. 


For myself, sir, I prefer to grant-the re- 
lief, notwithstanding . the objectionable. form -in 
which it is proposed; and I am the more reconciled 
@.it, from the consideration that it is the last time 


aeaeaie nanea e i nerrerenceneeeanememsinen 


iis i ane E i re ric as pee E 


_ appropriation of $150,000 for the payment of navy. 


unless, indeed, the Sceretary finds it nécessary to 
cali for another issue before the close of the ses- 
sion, to carry: him saftly through the residue of his 


‘remaining quarter, which is nòt very improbable— 


the last time we shall be forced into such a posi- 
tion. - Hereafter, Lirust, Cengtess will be allowed 


_ some little freedom of action, and be permitted to 


exercise some discretion cf its own, as. to. the best 
mode of guarding against deficiencies in the reve- 
nue, and of supplying them when they occur—a. 
freedom and discretion which has not been vouch- 
safed to Congress for many years. What has been 
our experience during the whole of this- period of 
perpetually-recurring deficiencies? Has. Congress 
been advised seasonably of ihe critical condition to 
which the Treasury has been so freqaently reduced? 
Never. -The Executive communications, at the 
commencement of the sessions, have almost inva- 
riably represented our fiscal affairs: as prosperous 


‘and successful. Whatever of apprehension. has 
been expressed, has. always been in such vague, 


‘and indefinite terms; so obzcurely shadowed forth, 
as to attract little notice, and excite no action on 
the part of Congress. Deficiencies have never 
been acknowledged or -anticipated in the official 
documents... The Treasury has experienced no 
difficulties but such as grow out of “fluctuations,” 
temporary in their-character, and inconsiderable in 
amount, Such is the general character of Execu- 
live communications at the commencement of the 
sessicns of Congress. But soon the. scene. is 
changed. The Treasury isin distress. The. pub- 
lic eredit-is in danger. 
save it from insolvency. - And how are these calls 
made? To whom is this information communi- 
cated?) To the House—to Congress? No; but 
privately—in letters to the commuitees who bave 
charge of ail matters pertaining to the finances cf 
the nation. Then follows the bill precisely as the 
Executive recommends; and it musk be hurried 
through just in the shape it is reporied, because 
there is not time to devise any more effectual mode 
of relief. This has been our. experience- in past 
years, We are always upon the brink of. the pre- 
cipice before we are admonished of the danger. 
Congress has been kept in ignorance of the true 
condition of the finances, always assured. of. the 
great success which has attended the varticus ex- 
periments which have been tried, and lured on by 
assurances of brightening prospec’s. It is so now. 
The Secretary perseveres to the last. ‘Fhe coun- 
ty, he tells us, is prosperous; the finances pros- 
perous; the pro‘peeis most cheering;. the reve- 
nues of the ycar will exceed the expenditures 
five millions of dollars; all the outsiandiag 
claims upon the Treasury can be met; all the notes 
heretofore issued redeemed; the public credit pre- 
served; the operations of Government successfully 
conducted, with a balance of near a million of dol- 
lars in the Treasury at tke end of the year! This 
is the exhibition which goes to the publie. This is 
the document which we publish and spread over 
the country by. thousands and tens of thousands; 
and to which the people look for information as to 
the iue condition of their affairs. The date of 
this cfficial exposition is the Tth ef December last; 
but itdoes nat contain the information on which 
the present bill is founded. That was transmitted 
to the commiltes on the 2ist of December, only 
fourieen. days afterwards. “Now, sir, 1 do not 
doubt the pressure; but why was il not foreseen on 
the Tih of December? Why was it not communi- 
cated to us in the annual report of the Secretary? 
What occurred between the Tih and the 2tst of 
December, which could not have been, and ought 
not to have been, anticipated, to render thisissue of 
notes necessary? The Secretary has himself in- 
formed us.. In the first place, an appropriation bill 
of about four hundred thousand cellars had pass: 
ed, most of which would probably be soon_cailed 
for. .Might he not have expected this? Did he 
not know that such -a bill wouid pass early in the 
session? It has been the constant practice for ma- 
ny years past, . The corresponding Dill last year 
appropriated $650,000; and if this has, in any de- 
gree, rendered a resort to Treasury notes becezsary, 
the Secretary should have foreseen i, and recom- 
mended it in his annual report. Then, he says, the. 


Immediate relief only can ` 


> ear, 

inary ‘expenditures 
of the year; and, although I de-not saythat the Be- 
cretary ought to have foreseen: this. particalar in- 
stance, yet; with the experience of ihe past Before 
him, he ought to have taken into his estimates the 
probable liabilities of the ‘Treasury. for claims of 
this character.’ But, at all events; this is: quite 
small; not sufficient, one would- suppose;.to' embar- 
rass a flourishing-and well-administere airy 
ésides 


so seriously as it.seems: to have. done. 
these, are “some recent decisions of the court that 
appear to require the refarding of more duties from 
the Treasury to.a considerable amount.” What the 
Secretary means by. “a considerable: amount,” 
will not undertake to define. L apprehend ‘it-is*i 
very large, or the amount would‘have. been stated. 
By-the letters communicated withthe Seeretary’s 
application, it appears that the decisions referted to 
relate to “‘soda-ash,”:“‘ganny-cloth,” and ““wersted- 
plash,” all of which, it seems, are-entivled to be im- 
ported free of duty.: What amon 
has been hitherto derived from these source 
no means of knowing; but Limagine itis ver 
considerable. These, then, are-the charges thrown 
upon the Treasury between the 7h ‘and thelist of 
December, amounting only to about $650,000, ‘the 
most ef which ovght to have been anucipated and 
provided for, relied upon to jastifytke call for the is- 
sue of five millions of resources to the’ Treasary. 
Now, sir, can that be a successful er prosperous 
administration of so vast a machine as the Trea- 
sury of this nation, which can-be. thrown:ihto* dis+ 
order arid derangement by:'so comparatively ins 
nificant a call upon it, even if wholly unexpected, 
as.a little over half a million of dclars—not afii- 
tieth part of the expenditures of the: year, ahd re- 
quiring means to obviate ten times greater i j 
assigned causes themselvyes?. No, sir, these ai 
pretexts.. They are seized upon because: ‘they 
happen to have oceurred Subsequent’ to. the:date 
of the-annual report, and ate. ail which have occur- 
red since. Way were not the real causes of ‘the 
embarrassments of the Treasury communicated in 
that repori? and why was not Congress requested 
to provide for the deficiency? For the reason al- 
ready given. . That is a document for. the people, 
for general circulation, prepared accordingly, with 
a just admixture of self-congratulation i 
glowing account of. the success of the “Freastiry, 
noiwithstanding many embarrassments -and trials. 
Surely that was not a place to expose deficiencies. 
Such an exposition would not have. been in good 
keeping with the valedictory pancgyric which the 
Secretary seems to think the occasion required. 
Now, sir, akhough, as I have already remarked, 
there is unquestionably a very great pressure upon 
ithe Treasury at this moment, requiring. prompt re- 
lief, I am constrained to say that the exhibitions of 
the Secretary upon this subject are for from-being 
Satisfactory. ‘Phe explanations which he ofi 
not show such. a pressing exigency as is repi 
to exist, and as undoubted!y does existe: 
1t appear by his own showing? He 
communication directly to the Heus 
the committee; but the honorable-e 
Committee of Waysand Means hase | 
munication, which he. has-ased, showing the 
barrassments of the Department. It is notan- offi- 
cial document, the accuracy of which wehave any 
mode of testing now. or hereafier.... But .what-is-itt 
First, as to the meanscf the Treasury during the 
first quarter of: the year... The Secretary represents 
them to be as follows: 
Receipts from customs, deducting draw- 
backs. 2-8 sem - $3,000,000 
Receiptafrom lands- . > - - 450,000 
Miscellaneous sources, and banks, &e. 50,000 - 


Be oe $3,500, 
this is tobe added. the balance on: <s 
andat the commencement-of the < 
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“maintained.” No question there are large’ ealls for 
‘postponed appropriations, where the work has been’ 
‘already ‘performed and: the materials ‘furnished; 
and which ought to have been paid-for and charged 
“tothe expenditures of 1940. Large arrearages are 
falling “due, and* creditors: who’ have been kept. 


Bia Tak Pe eee ek 1,59858. 
e:power tovissue Treasury. hotest: anos iF 
the actof Match 31, 1840 “a 3425618 
ng an aggregate - of “available 

means for the first quarierof thisyear, > 


y the Secretary’s own computation, 5s == = 
OE oy Le REY Lge oe et = 5 433.473. 
The Secretary has ‘undoubtedly estimated there- 
he quarter guiteas low jas they willbe 
: to be.  Phe-eustoms: he estimates after de- 
uctingall drawbacks,. whether. includ tog fishing 
sor not, TL. canaot-say; ‘although it. seems. 
generally retained out. of the accruing re- 
: The receipts:from lands he puts at about: 
only. of the average receipts of -the year, as 
imated by himself, and of the average of ths ic 
receipts of the last year. Why the receipts of 
his-quarter. should -be expected to-fall so far below 
rdinary average receipis of the two years. tuge- 
is: nowhere explained, -I-think-it would be 
fe toradd about $400,000. to the estimated 
from: this -souree. But let’ the- estimate 
1d.88. it has-been given «us, at $5,433,473. 
What.are the estimated expenditures of the quarter? 
Dey are stated'as follows: : 

ordinary’expenses, pensions, session of Con. 
ess; Ge. - $4,500/000 
_ For.debt of the District 80,000 
„For fishing bounties, « 300,006 
o'or-expenses of the census g 550;000 
nming an aggregate of + $5,430,000 

ins presses very hard opon 
“But it seems to me; 
unt; the Secretary has 


x 


a 


of Columbia 


ry 


nary 
backs 
charge 

and which are 
cting them from the 


to fiaish. ‘The whole charge Tast 
ale claims was about fourteen thou: 
and-L see ne disposition to increase it 
-greatly -tbe present, Now, sit, making some al- 
:ı Jowanees, which. seem to me called for, oa both 
Sides. of tbe account, although it would still present 
; & case requiring some. relief, yet-it'does not exhibit 
¿JA Condition of so mach peril, and exciting so much 
alarm, as the Secretary evidently: perceives and 
feels, He says, on the Tih<of: January, “ido pot 
. $e how itis possible to préserve'the public’ faith,” 
» heey “Many further delay will plade.the: Department 
in daily jeopardy,” &e,; and he entreats “the Spéetiest 
npossible.” I doubt not he has just: grounds 
, for entertaining these . apprehensions: I haye no 
question the demands upon the Treasury are “very |} 
heavy.. Calis for payment are undoubtedly made 
: for gervices rendered last year, and not then paid 
‘for; both from a -want of means and froma desire 
keep down. the apparent, expenditures ef that f 
year., Ehe: Administration boasts of its economy. | 
--and of-reduction of. expenses; and it is very desira- 
' ble, no doubt, shat qhe:-exhibits of the Department 
should fusnish some. grounds:npon. which. it may be 


‘off are becoming importunate. 


j sorted to the expedient’ of postponing 


AIE this T- can: 
well understand; and I anr desirous: of afford- 
ing the Secretary sufficient’ ‘means to. preserve 
the public- faith, and to pay: the. publie debts, 
In’ my jadgment the amount proposed’ by this’ 
bill is far short of. what will be required “for 
these “purposes during- the ‘current year. IF 
gentlemen are disposed: to supply “adequate. 
means for the whole year, I trust they will enlarge. 
the amount proposed to. be issued, or provide in: 
some other mode for a deficiency which must hap- 
pen. Tam aware that the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury and the honorable chairman of the Ways. 
and Means, adopting his vieas and repeating his 
estimates, entertain a different. opinion. ‘They tell 
us, as they told us last year: : The revenues of ike 
whole year will be equal to all the expenditures of 
it; this is only an anticipation: of the resources of 
the latter part- of it, when the receipts ‘will be 
greatest, for the service of the former. part of it, 
when the disbursements are heaviest, There is no 
deficiency of meaus, We’ desire only a safeguard 
against fluctuations. All this we’ have: heard be- 
fore. ` Itis the old argument; and one would sup- 
pose that the honorable gentlemen who use it would 
be little distrustful of their own judgment, when 
they recollect how widely they have been mistaken 
before in their predictions upon this subject. Last 
year, the honorable chairman, ‘supported by two 
other of my honorable associates on the commit- 
tee, [Messrs: Ariterron and VANDERPORL,}] gave 
us ihe Strongest assurances that the issue then con- 
templated could all be easily redeemed within that 
year. “Well, ‘sir, they are nearly’ all outstanding 
still; and, so far from being able to redeem them, 
we are called upon for a fresh supply, to be re- 
deemed within this year—certainly to be redeemed 
out of the abundant incoming tevenues. Iven- 
tured to differ with the Secretary and the hono- 
rable members to whom I have referred, at that 
time, and endeavored to demonstrate not only that 
the revenues of the year would be inadequate to 
mect the expenditures of it, but to predict that, be. 
fore the close of that session, another call would be 
made for about five millions more. Accordingty; 
in July, another call’ was made for four miilioas 
and a half. ‘The eveat happeñed precisely as was 
anticipated. Congress, howe ver, thought it-had 
gone’ far enough, and did not accede to 
the Secretary's request; but, in liew of it, re- 
or 
tion of the: appropriations to the present ear: 
Tais expedient, togetlier with the payment by the 
late Bank of the United States of its last bond, 
amounting to two millioas and half, enabled the 
Treasury to weather the storms. which threatened 
it, without, however, the redemption of the notes is- 
sued under the act of Sist “March last, which bad 
been so confideatly. promised, amounting; at the 
close of the year; to near five millions. And, what 
is further to bë- remarked, also, if the Secretary's 
estimates of the receipts. of last year had béen ve- 
tified by the results; if there had been no falling off 
in the customs and sales of lands, he could not :hen 
have redeemed the outstanding notes. In his an- 
nual report ‘to the Jast session, he @stimated the les 
ceipts of ihe year 1840, from customs, lands, and 
miscellaneous, at $:9,600,000. It now appears 
that they amounted to $17,197,763, falling short of 
his estimates over $2,400,600: Now, if this last 
sum had been received, and his expéciations thus 
fulfilled, it is evident he could not have redeemed 
the outstanding ‘notes, even with the aid of ali the 
unexpended sums in the Treasury at the close of 
the year. Tae deficiency would siil have been 
over-tod millions. “ With ‘this recent experiesce: 
fresh before us, what degree of confidence can we 
þe expected to repose in the ‘assurances now giver 
of the ability cf the Treasury to redeem the pro- 
dosed issue within the current i itas 
utterly out of the questidi, nots erely to redeem 
these, but impossible, without ‘other m ns, to re. 
aeem the five'millions now ‘outStarding? which will: 


i 


rT regard ites. 


to demonstrate that the: expexditures’ of last year 

would -exceed the income. by nearly the-same 

amount. -What has been: the result?" = 

The receipts into the ‘Treasury: from 
the aceruing revenues, lands, miscel- 
laneous, and all the ordinary sources, ° ; 
(estimating for the fourth quarter,) © <- 

_ were A rE a ee) eres, 

And the expenditures, for ordinary curs 
rent expenses were = G es 


. Showing a deficit of. > 
The estimates of the fourth quarter,é 
the general agaregate of expenditures 
lions; ‘but the Secretary says that the’other D 
‘ments place the amcunt higher. Thep 
is, that the “others” will come: nearer the: 
and thatthe deficit will thus be increased.’ N 


w, 


a a 


plied in this way: ee 
The effectual balance on band January ; 
was $2,246,749. In the annual report ofthe Ses- 
cretary, December 3, 1839, he estimated the baldiace 
wh'ch would be on hand 31st’ December: 
$1 556,384; but it now appears to-have been“about 
$690,000 more. - Why he should have been'so'far 
mistaken so near the close of the year is hot'exs 
plained, and perhaps is of no consequence: 
Fro the actual balance’ on hand | $224 
Add receipts from Bank of the ‘United °°“ 
States and other deposite banks. . 
Excess of Treasury notes issued ‘over’ 
those redeemed 5 ii owi nin 


Amounting to eo 
Deduct balauce'on hand now i 
By this. computation, which probably is th ' 
mode of stating the account of. the year, it appears” 
that, for the ordinary current expenses of 1840 
clusive of the redemption of ‘Treasuty not 
five millions and a half, besides all’ the 
revenues of the year, were requisite; and’ 
the posiponement of so large an: amo 
. ptiations as has ‘been already’ stated 
of the subject, the result is the tam 
incontrovertibie facts before. us, wW 
thereto expect that the receipts O 
not only be ade quate-to meetiall the 
it, bat. will-so ‘far exceed them 


however, whether it be practicable, and howi 
be effected. In ‘the first ‘place, as regards 

pendilures of 1841: ede ee i 
The S:cretary estimates them, “for: ordinary: pir: 


poses,” at: = - ~ 819,250,000 
We have already seen that. they = set 
amounted last year to - = 99,489,949 


aoe 


Showing a proposed reduction of $3,239;349 

».. The first question atising hete’ is, upon w 

or classes of expenditures is this great redue 

fall? Where are the items which make up th 
‘al? If it required near twenty-two Milions and 

a half Jast year, and over twenty-four millfons and _ 

ahalf fer ths preceding year, to chiry dif the ordi- 
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nary operstions of Government, what ground is 
there for supposiog that the same services esn be 
performed this year for nineteen millions aad a 
quarter?. Tam not now looking at all at the ap- 
propriations made or proposed for the last or the 
present year, but at the amount actually expended, 
I am aware the apprcpriations which have been 
requested are made to correspond t:those estimates 
of expenditure. But {wish to know what lavish 
expenditures were made in 1840, which may be 
dispensed with in 18412 What extravagance is. to 
be reformed? We ail know that, owing to the em- 
barrassed state of the Treasury last year, both the 
appropridtions and ihe expenditures were kept 
down to the lowest possible amount, Where can 
there be any greater reduction for the present year? 
The Secretary answers in these words: 

“Ht is believed that the ordinary expenses of 1841. ought to 
fall some millions below those of 1840, as the pensions have 
diminished by deaths; fewer Indians remain to ve removed; 
several expensive public buildings have been mostly finish- 
ed; and hostilities with the Seminoles must be nearer to aclose,’ 

These are the heads of expenditure in which the 
reduction of over three millions and a quarier is 
proposed to be made; and I will examine them in 
the ordér they are named. 

Ist.” As to ‘the pensions. 
ferred several times'in his reports, to the great relief 
which'thé' Treasury is to experience from the deaths 
of the old soldiers of the Revolution, and their aged 
and impoverished. widows. He seem: almost im- 
patient, because they are so lonz a charge upon the 
country. But let that pass. How much does he 
expect to save from this source?’ By the report of 
the Commissioner of Pensions, and of the S:cretary 
of War also, it appears that “ihe total amount 
drawn from the Treasury during the past year, to 
pay pensions, is $2,048,663,” in round numbers, 
two millions. It appears, further, from the state- 
ment of the Commissioner, that the pensioners, ex- 
clusive of naval, are divided into six elasses, viz: 
invalid, under act of 1818; nader act of 1828; un- 
der act of 1832; under act of 1836; under act of 
1838. UWader the first class there are 4289 pen- 
sioners, and the deaths last year were 48—not quite 
one per cent. Under the second class there are 


7,947 pensioners, and the deaths last year were 


256-—a little over three percent. Under the third 
class there are 605, and the deaths were 17—about 
three percent. Under the fourth class the number 
is 23.207, and the deaths were 974—something over 
four per cent. Under the fifth class there are 2,760, 
and the deaths were 139-—-which is five per cent. 
Under the sixth class the ‘hamber is 5,586, and the 
deaths were 171—a little over three per cent.” 

Now, sit; making some allowance for deaths, the 
Knowledge of which had not ‘come to the Depart 
ment, as the Commissioner suggests is the case, 
‘and’ something for the advancing age of the re- 
maining pensioners, from which it is probable that 
the per centage of deaths will increase from year 
to year, I suppose that the number of deaths in 1841 
will be ‘ten per cent. of the whole number in all the 
classes; and this:is‘a larger proportion, I think, 
than’ has ever taken place in any two years to- 
gether since the pension laws have been in opera- 
tion: the saving upon that basis will be just $200,- 
480, and no more, But, on the other hand, the 
Commissioner supposes. that there will be 1,400 
added’'to“sthe sixth class during the present year, 
whose applications have already been made, and 
aré ‘under examination; and, if so, they will be 
entitled to the whole five years’ pension, payable at 
onée, which will undoubtedly require from three to 
four hundred: thousand dollars. 
The appropriation bill already reported 

for the payment‘ of: pensioners, ex- 

clusive of the fourth elast, which is 

provided for by the act of 1832, 

amounts, agreeably to the estimates, 

to. : k ë . $1,042,555 
The standing appropriation under the 

actof 1832, as estimated by the Se- 


cretary for this year, is è - 650,000 
The unexpended balance of former ap? 

propriations; now, on hand, applicabie 

to the’service of this year, is <. © 561,000 


Making, for the: payment of pensicns : 
rts oo. ; so $8,203,585 
This exceeds the amount actually 


The Secretary has res 


mes tien i 


“to appropriate id 
sume, that the whole amount paid for pensions last 


drawn from the Treasury forlastyear, @154,892 

The amount thus estimate’, and io. be appro- 
priated for the year, is either wanted or itis not. 
If itis wanted, it exceeds the amount drawn from 
the Treasury. in 1840, a8-beore stated, and there 
will be no reduction, but rather an. increase from 
this source. If it is not wanted, why is it em- 
braced in the estimates, and why are bills reported 
Tt is not urderstocd, I pre- 


year was but $2.048,663. This was the sum 
“drawn from the Treasury.” and formed part of 
the current expenses of 1840. The amount actu- 
ally paid was probably somewhat larger, perhaps 
200,003 to 300,000 dollars. The balance was 
made vp of money drawn in 1839, and forming a 
part of the expenditures of that year, but. remain- 
ing in the hands of the various pension agents un- 
expended, Scmcethiog undoubtedly remains in 
their hands now, which is to be added to the sums 
before stated, as applicable to tha service of 1841, 
but which will form no charge upon the Treasury 
of this year, as it is already withdrawn from it. 
The second rea:cn assigned by the Secretary, for 
the expected redaction in 1841, is, that “fewer In- 
dians remain to be removed.” Now. what were 
the exdenditnres for remova's last year? The Com- 
missioner of Indien Affairs reports: That, during 
the preceding year, 5,671 were removed; 4,500 of 
them being ef the Winnebagoes, for which an‘ap- 


_ propriation. of 45,000. was made last year, .and 


which was probably sufficient. If the remaining 
1171 were removed at the same rate,the whole cost 
of removals last yeak was but $56 710. It also ape 
pears by the same report, that 21,774 still remain 
to be removed; and although thereare “fewer” than 
there were a year ago, yet there is fall enough re- 
maining to allow as many to be removed in 1841 as 
were removed in. 1840. How dees it appear that 
such will not be the case? But grant that the whole 
amount will be saved, and it will add but $56 710 
to the reduction estimated on pensions, 


The next reason is, “several expensive public. 


buildings have been mosily finished.” . 
Last year we appropriated for finishing the cus- 
tom-house in New York, which will be saved this 


year. . . . « $118,000 

For the Treasury building . $105,000 

For the Patent Office . « 100,000 

For the Post Office . « 125,000 
Amounting to s 339,000 


This year the Commisioner estimates 


? 


For the Treasury H 40,000 

For the Patent Office . . 80.080 

For the Post Office +. « 175,000 ~245,000 
Less than last year . 7 + $85 000 


Which added to the $118,000 for the Wew York: 


custom-house, amounts to $203 000, as the total of 
reduetion on public buildings; unless. Congress see 
fil to reduce the appropriation below the estimates 
of the Commissioner. 

Tne last reason relied upon by the Secretary is 
‘hostilities with the Semingles must be nearer to a 
close,” Well, I suppose “they must be,” if they 
ever come to “a close.” which is somewhatd onbt~ 
fal. 
of this yem? Is the war to cease now? Are no 
expenses to be incurred for its prosecution this. sea- 
son? Now, sir, although this Florida war has been 
the great. vortex In which so many millions of 
money. have been engulfed, yet the expenditures of 
last year on account of it were exceedingly smail— 
only §390,000 were appropriated for that object: 
This was the only appropriation made last session for 
this service, and if ihe whole of it can. be saved in 
the expenditures of this year, it contributes buta 
small proportion ofthe whole amount expected to 
be reduced. We are dealing with millions. More 
than three millions and a quarter is the amount of 
reduction proposed; aud all the items with which 
we have been farnished amount to but a few bun- 
dred thousands, viz: 


On pensions a - = #200480 
For removal of Indians . - ~ 56,710 
On public buildings - - 203,090 
Seminole hostilities a - 300,800 

Total ° a + $760,199 


-of militia mustered into service in 1840. 


But how does that bear upon the expenditures ` 


Assuming Uns statement ta be correct, whieh it 
is not, and that this whole reduction.could be made, 
it is Beatly counterbalanced by one sing'e item ofa 
new Cage upon the year 1841, for which to Gore, 
responding expenditure was made in, 1840... I mean: 
the payments for the census-—a serv ce renderedsin, 
1840, and for which appropriations were made that. 
year, but have not been. expenced—not drawn 
from. the Treasury, The chérge thus. imposed 
upon 1841 will be about $720,000; of which $550, - 
000 are. wanted for the first quarter; the balance 
will fall upon the residue- of the year. This single 
item, new in its character, and chargeable solely 
upon this year, very nearly meets all the reduc. 
tions which can be made from the scurces indi- 
cated by the Secretary. 

Batthis is notall. There are other and heavier 
expenses to fall upon the Treasury in 1841, of 
which the Secretary takes no notice, although it is. 
scarcely possible he was nol advised of them. The 
honorable chairman. of the Ways and Means is 
equally silent upon the subjec!, though well known, 
to him also. So far from their being any reduc: 
tion this year, becauss “hosiilities wih the Semi- 
noles must be nearer to a close,” there is now a” 
proposition before the Committee of Ways and: 
Means for an appropriation of near two. milions- 
and a half of doliars, submitted by the Secretary of 
War on the 17th December last, ten days oniy after 
the estimates for the year were prepared. ~ The ne” 


 cessity for this is represented as very. urgent. About. 


half a milion of it is wanted to pay for arrear- 
ages of 1840, for services already, rendered, and 
which ought to have been a charge on that year, 
ane not on 1841, Why was it.not embraced within . 
the estimates for this year? Was in not known, to 
the Secretary on the 7th December, the date of his i 
annual repor? Was it kept back by the Secretary” 
of War, zad why st? Bas report is dated Deceme 
ber 5. Now, sir, on the 13th November preceding,- 
the Paymaster General, in obedience to the. direc: 
tions of the Secretary of War, submitied to him an’ 
estimate, amounting to $250,690, for the payment 
On the - 
17th December, the Secretary of War speaks‘of it, 
in these words: i ne : Roe 
“This pay ignow due; and, as the troops stand much in need’, 


of it, justice to them requires that it should be paid to them at, 
the earliest possible day.” i : T 


Again, General Jesup, on the 14th: November, ` 
submitted to the Secretary of War, by hi- direc- 
tions, “an estimate of the amount which will pro- 
bably be required for the service of this depart- 
ment in prosecuting the war in Flerida.”. ‘This ; 
estimate, including two hundred thousand dollars - 
for arrears of 1840, expenses already incurred, but 
not paid, amounts to $1,300,000; of which he .te+ 
quested that. $400,000. might be appropriated “as. 
early in the session as possible,” being wanted for . 
immediate use, On the 23th November, General 
Jesup, in another report to the Secretary of War, 
says that the failure of the Arkansas delegation to 
effect a satisfactory arrangement with the Semi» 
noles induces “the belief that a greater amount will” 
probably be required than that for which I pre- 
sented an estimate on ihe 14th instant.” Again, I 
inquire, why were not these sums, thus approved 
by the. Secretary of War, and made known to him 
by the middie of November, and urgently requested: 
on the 17th December—-why were they not embraced - 
Within theestimates submitted on Tih December? 
For the rearon before suggested. That isa docu- 
ment widely circulated—the official exposition: of 
the financial condition of the country—-of sine. 
come and its disbursemenis—a document which- 
warns us not to exceed the estimates, and attempts 
to show that great redactions can be effected in 
the expenditures of this year.» Tf these sums had. 
been included in the estimates, a!l these boasted 
redactions would have been scattered to the winds.. 
The fallacy would bave been. cbvions.- Bat there.” 
are charges upen the year, which Tsee no way of 

oiding. . The. expensehas been Incurred and is 
new going on under Executive authority alone. It 
requires no satiction from Congress, and we have ` 
no alternative but to supply the means of defraying: : 
it, I have already said that near half a million 
is crquired to defray the arrearages of 184). The; 
balance is required for pay, Subsistence, ordaadce, 
and the Quartermaster General's Depariment, og 


© 
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casionéd principally; if not wholly, by retaining in 
service about 2,000 men. called militia and volun- 
teers. They are already in the service, by Execn- 
tive'direction, and the Seeretary proposes to retain 
them during the year, or unul the war be closed. 
The estimateis in this form: 

For. arrearages to militia, service of 


1840 . $221,244 02 


For. pay of Georgia volunteers, three 

months, 1840. < à e. 29,446 08 
For the Quartermaster General, as 

before stated $ 1,300,000 09 


For pay of 1.5090 mounted “and 500 
foot:volunteers for the year 1841, 


estimated by Paymaster General, 489,010 96 
For pay of one battalion: foot volun- 
teers . k » 77,206 82 


For subsistence for militia and volun- 
teers and inhabitants, estimated by 
the Commissary General of Subsis- 
tence r ; 


. . 222,421 87 
For Medical Depariment, by Sur- 


geon General. ; . 16,000 00 
For Ordnance Depariment,. by Golo- 
30,000 00 


nel of Ordnance . x ` 


$2,385,329 75 

T o show that these expenses are already par- 
tially ncurred, and are now going on, daily, and 
weekly- and moathly, I will read from the report of 
the War Department: en 

Tn order to render the regular forces available for offensive 
operations, a brigade of Florida militia was raised for the de- 
fence of Middle Florida, and placed under the command of Bri- 
galier General Leigh Read ofthe Territorial militia.”  *  * 

©The troops that were in the service of the Territory in vir- 
tue of a law of the Legislature of Fiorida, were mustered into 
that of the United States, and form part of General Read’s bri- 
gade, which has been incréaved to. 1,200 mounted, and 600 foot 
men, and.may be raised to 1,500 mounted, and 500 foot; a foree 
which is) considered ampla for the protection of {that portion of 
the Territory assigned to Gen, Read's command, : * 

“The regular troops. now in Florida amount to about 4,500 
men, and the militia in service to about 2,000. 1 recommend 
thatauthority be givon the Executive to engage the services of 
this. description of troops for a twelvdmenth, or daring the 
continuance of hostilities in Movida. ‘The term of three months 
is much too. short to insure cificiency, and frequent onlisuments 
are a fruitful source of insubordination as well as of great addi. 
tional expense.” i 

General Jesup also says, under date of Novem- 
ber 23th: 

“Thero are outstanding claims to a considerable amount, 
arising out of the volunteer and militia service, which have 
been recognised by the Executiveand for the payment of which 
fun ls are required. Means are also necessary to carry on tho 
servico during the remainder of the. year, (1840,) ns well as to 
provide. for the approacking campaign. The urgency of an 
an immediate appropriation is therfore obvious.” 

Wow, ‘sir from these extracts, itis obvious that 
the militia and volonteers are already in the ser- 
vice, and that it is intended to keep them in the ser- 
vice. They are called out by the Executive fora 
period of three months; and, when that expires, 
they are discharged, and immediately called out for 
another term of three months; and so on, amount. 
jng'to ‘constant service. This, probably, the Exe- 
cutive has the power to do, under existing laws; 
and this; itis manifest, he intends to do, and the es- 
timates are fiamed accordingly. The authority 
which the Secretaty requests is, not to eall out an 
additional force of 2,000 men, over and above 
what are now in the service, for à -twelvemonth, 
but to’ extend the term for which heis now’ anthos 
rized to'eall them out, from three to twelve months. 
If it be- granted, very well; the expenses are not 
increased by fl, because, if it te not granted, he 
will exercise the power. he now possesses, and take 
thom into service’ from three months to three 
months, as long as, in his judgment, it is necessary. 
In either mode the service is reniered, and Con- 
gress must supply the means of payment. It is, 
therefore, apparent that the appropriation request- 
ed, of neartwo and a half milioss; is not at all 
dependent upon whether Congress grants or with- 
holds:the authority to call the militia. and vo'un- 
teers anto service for a tern of twelve months: 
This expense is going on, asd will go on, ubless 
the Executive, after 4th March, order this descrip- 
tion ef force to ba disbanded. It will not be done 
before; and, if done then, the expenslitnres will 
probably amount to’ at least a miljon of dollars, 
which wil fall on 1841, but embraced within the 
estimates of the year. To give a lue further im 
sight into this expenditure, and the mode in which 
pperations in Florida are conducted, Y will read a 


+ 


letter from an officer of the United States Army, 
of high rank, now on duty there, not kaown to me 
personally, but who, I am assured by an honorable 
member of the House, to whom itis addressed, is 
a gentleman of high reputation, and. of the strict- 
est honor and veracity. I am not at liberty to give 
his name; the reasons for which every gentleman 
can readily appreciate. I wiil read only the por- 


tion of it bearing on this subject. It is dated 
“Sr, Aucusting, Decembar 31, 1840. 

“Before it was known, last summer, whether the bill. autho- 
tizing the President of the United S:ates-to accept the services 
of not exceeding 2,500 volunteers would or would not pass in 
Congress, a force of 540 mounted and 506 foot militia were autho- 
rized by the Secretary of War to be received into the service 
of the United States in Florida. The mounted force was after» 
wards doubled; aniagain in Septembet increased to 1,200, all 
tobe called Fiorida militia, and to be mustered for aterm of 
three months. The mounted force was all mustered in, and, 
when the first term expired, discharged, and re-mustered fora 
second term of three months: and this practice is to continue, 
so as to perpetuate the force, both mounted aad foot, in service, 
None of the foot were mustered till recently, and not till they 
were assured the duty to be required of them would nor take 
them from home. In going hence to Tallahassee, in October 
last, I saw a leiter from a Hentenant colonel of milita in this 
mounted force, to a man who was requested to raise'a foot com- 
pany, in which it was stated, the men of the company will re- 
main at home, and if any Indians or signs of them shall be dis- 
covered, word will be sent to the ‘nearest mounted force to go 
in pursuit, This changed the disposition in several compa 
nies, and induced the members to become foot men instead of 
mounted. Since my arrival here, I have been furnished with 
the following copy (from the original) of a letter from the Bri- 
gapier General incommand of the Florida militia. Its genuine- 
ness cannot be doubted, for the order is in the handwriting of 
that oficer. It is proper for me to mention that there ts no Flo- 
rida militia in Middle or East Florida. except a small company 
uniformed in this place and in Tallahassee. None elae have 
had the least organization since the commencement of the war; 
and the companies now in service, and called ‘Florida militia? 
by order, are made up of such ag are willing to serve in them 
—gome residents in the country, many discharged soluicrs, 
citizena from Georgia, and some entire companies from that 


State. 
(Copy of Order.) 
“ VWeap QUARTERS FLORIDA Brresps, 
Newnanswitnn, Dec, 4, 1840. 

“Phe troops ofthe Sedentary Infantry service, of which 
Captain Broers company is an integral portion, shall not, 
at any time, be ordered on active duty; nor will it ever oc- 
cur, during their term of service, that they shall he ordered to 
marcha greater distance than twenty miles beyond the head. 
quarters of their respective companies. They will be directed 
to remain at their ugual places of abode, and expected to. engage 
sedulously in the pursuit oftheir usual occupations. 

{Signed} ‘LEIGH READ, 
t ‘Brig. Gon. Florida Brig. 

“(Captain Broer, Mandarin.’ 

“This Sodeniary service for which they are paid, subsisted, 
clad, and doctored, is suggested, as Lam credibly informed, by 
the Secretary of Warto General Read. 
last, will no doubt show it,” 


. We have here some account of the mede of 
condacting affairs in Florida: “a sendentary infan- 
try,” “directed to remain at their usual places of 
ab. da, and expected to engage sedulously ia the 
purstit of their usual occupations.” Tne value 
and the economy of this description of force may 
be in some degree appreciated by the description 


His letters of October 


- which G-neral Jesup gives of the laboricus duty 


devolving.on his department. Among others, he 
instances “the examination of accounts purporting 
to have been certified by valunteer and militia ofi- 
cers, for the services of boats, wagons, and other 
means of transportation, and for supplies of fo- 
rage, fuel, building materials, camp equipage, &c. 
purporting to have been purehased, which accounts 
are found, upon investigation, to be entire fabrica- 
tions, both in certificates and affidavits, or to have 
been certified by the officers under the mistaken 
idea that this was the. proper mean of obtaining, 
through the amounts so charged, payment for sup- 
plies which they believed should have been fur- 
nished in kind to their men.” i 

The result of this is, that, so far from anticipat- 
ing any diminution of expenditures on account of 
the Florida war, an excess of expenditures in 1841 
of two millions of dollars seems inevitable. 

But, farther: there are other expenditures falling 
upen 1841, from which the Treasury was relieved 
in 1840. The postponed appropriations amount, 
as weil as Lean judge, to about a million and a 
half. In many insiances, the work for which the 
appropriation was designed has been already done, 
and the materials furnished; upon fortifieations, 
foris, ordvance, navy yards, &e. The service of 
1840, and the expenditures consequent thereon, 
have thes been thrown on 184]; and are'a proper 
charge of increazed expenditure forthe latter year. 
The sum already appropriated for navy pensions, 
$150,000; is alto a charge, as “already stated, on 
this year, from whieh the last was exempt, There 


are various others, such as the claims of Maine for ` 
militia services, about $225,000, private bills, &c, ~ 
nowhere embraced in the estimates; but all of this 
description I will. group together on a rule fur- 
nished by tho Secretary himself, and which was 
formerly practised upon. In his report, submitted 
in December, 1837, speaking of the expenditures of 
the year, he says: a 

| “The propriety of adding also the contingent sum of atleast 
one million of dolfars to’ cover appropriations made by Con: 
gress beyond the estimates, has- been so fully tested by ‘the ex 
perience of several years past,that the correctness of the mea- 
sure may no longer be considered as doubtful. But the usual 
excess of appropriations thus miade by Congress is not imputed 
by the undersigned to any special inattention or extrava. 


gante.” RR FA 
In estimating the appropriations for the edhing 


year, the Secretary embraces nothing for this eon- 
Ungent sum, and his estimate cf disbursements is 
predicated upon thatof appropriations. Now, sir, 
tosum up tha comparative expenditures of the two 
years, now does it stand? 

Actual expenditure in 1840, for cur- 


rentexpenses =, ; + $22,489,349 
Deduct saving on the items enume- 
rated by the Secretary . 760,199 
21,729,159 
Deduct further, excess last year for f 
long session A % . 300,000 
Would leave for the expenditure of 
1841, unless some further reduc- 
tion ean be shown s + 24,429,159 
Add expense of census.. 721,000 . 
Florida war 5 . 2,385,329 
Navy pensions . A 150,000 
Fostponed appropriations 1,500,000 
Contingent sum - 1,000,000 


| 5 756,329 


Expenditures of 1841, based on those me 
of 1840° ; . $27,185,488. 

, This is the sum for ordinary and current expen- 

ditures merely, which, by the course of policy and 


the measures of the Administration now in power,. . 
has been thrown upon the present year, and for. 
which those who are: soon to administer the. Go-. 
vernment are in no degree responsible... I have not 
included the debt due on account of this, District, 
being a charge of $60,000 more this. year than the 
Jast. Let that stand as. part. of the “contingent 
million.” To this aggregate is then to be. added. 
the redemption of Treasury notes, outstanding, is- 
sue under former laws estimated by the Secretary 
at $4,500,000, and we have the sum total for the 
service of the year of thirty-one millions six han- 
dred and eighty-five thousand dollars,($3 1,635,000.) 
This estimate, lam aware, differs widely from 
that of the Secretary, We assumes that the ex- . 
penditures of the year, “for ordinary. purposes,” if, | 
Congress makes no reduction from the estimates.. 


will be ; ‘ A . 19,250,000 
For the funded debt and District debt s 149,200 
For the redemption of Treasury notes 4,500,000 


Amounting in the whole, to. « $23,899,200 
Before placing that implicit. reliance upon. this 
estimate which the honorable chairman. does, I de- 
sire to see the calculations of the Seeretary~—the 
manner in which he proposes to distribute the nines. - 
teen millions anda quarter among the different. 
branches of the service—where the reduction is. to 
| fall. When the honorable chairman said that bhe 
might possibly be. told that the estimates.of the See. 
cretary.were not to be relied upon, ke only repeats 
ed what is the common judgment of the country... 
Experience has not furnished us much ground for 
Stich reliance; and, indeed, the gentleman himself 
labored considerably to demonstrate the difficulty, 
if not impossibility, especially in these. times of 
“ductuation,” of forming any estimates. which 
would be likely to. be verifed by the results, I 
readily admit that, for myself, I do not place much 
confidence in the accuracy of the estimates. They 
seem to me to be formed, not upon the wants and 
requirements of the service, but in reference to: the 
ability of the Treasury, and so formed as to pros. 
duce a desired result. “Sums total are assumed iti 
the first place, and then the component “items: ar- 
ranged to meet the aggregate. The Admilistra- 
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tion desiresto make a favorable exhibition of its- 


_ fiscal’ affairs, and to show that the income of the 
year will exceed allits disbursements. Nothing is 
easier: Assume the receipts will be so much, and 
divide it up among the various sources of revenue; 
then assume the disbursements to be so much, and 
frame ‘the esinatds accordingly for the various 
branches of service; and deducting the one from 
the otker furnishes exactly the foregone conclusion. 
I say it seems to me that this is the mode of pro- 


ceeding; and ibis supposition is verified by state- : 


ments appearing in, the. documents submitted fo us, 
General Jesup, in his report of 28th . November, 
aid also in his letter of 14ih November, says, “at 

_ the last session of Congress $ presented an-estimate, 
for the service in Fiorida, of six hundred thousand 
doliats; that estimate I was required to médify, 
and reduce. one-half.” He did reduce it: ‘not 
because the wants of the service would admit of it, 
but because he was “required” to do so in conse- 
quence of the condition of the Treasury. There- 
sult shows that the sum first. proposed was wanted; 
and so pressing was the necessity that he required 
$400,000 early in the present session, growing out 
of the reduction of ‘his first estimate. 

The same thing-appears in. the estimates for the 
naval service, submitted-at this session. The navy 
commissioners, by whom. these estimates are pre- 
pared, say that they were limited to the sum total of 
five million and twenty-five thousand dollars. All 
that was left to their discretion was, to: apportion 
this sum among the various objects of expenditure 
in.that branch of the public service. So much for 
pay of officers and seamen; so much for provisions, 
medical stores, &¢.; so, much. for superintendents 
and naval. consiructors at the several yards; so 
mach for hospitals; so much for increase, repair, 
armament, equipment, and wear and tear of ves- 
sels in commission; and so much for improvement 
and repairs at the navy: yards, &e, How was this 
aggregate of $5,025,000 obtained? Not because it 
would¢o all the wants and necessities of- the 
service-by “no mëans. No estimate had been 
formed on ‘that basis. No; but it.was a sum arbi 
trarily assuméd,.and the commissioners were di- 
rected’ to’ make their details conform to it. They. 
plainly inform us that this is not enough. They 
tind themselves unable to allow more than $100,000 
of it for increase of the navy, out of which they 
wish to tinish the two steamers now being built, 

. and the frigate Congress, and to commence a new 
_ steamer, which they wished to do last year, but 
“were only: prevented: from including in the esti- 
mates of 1840 by. the supposed necessity of limiting 
theestigiates:to a certain amount.” Ft seems this 
mode of forming estimates was adopted last year 
also... In regard to the navy: yards, they say. “the 
board are of opinion that much larger expenditures 
would be very desirab’e, to place them in a proper 
sitdation to operate efficiently in a period of war. 
It is manifest, therefore, that, the estimates submit- 
ted to us'are not founded upon. the interests of the 
service, or the wants of the country, but are arbi» 
trarily assumed to bring outa desired result. In 
any estimates so framed, I declare again I have 
very: little confidence. : ; : 
Hf the expenditures: of the year are to-be what I 
have- endeavored to show they must be,.or any 
where near it, it is manifest that the revenues and 
; from all sources, will be inadequate 


ywo million five hundred and eighty 
thousafid dollars.” This would fall short of the or- 
dinary. expenses near five millions, being almost as 
large a‘deficit as existed last year. 
But to'this sume 


: $22,580,000 


Add-available balance on hand. ~-. 4,580,855 
Expected receipts from banks i 220,000 
Balance’ of Treasury notes, authorized 

by act of March 31,1840. = ,—-342,618 


And we have the Whole ‘resources ‘of 
the- Freasury ‘for the year, as stated 
by the Séerétary himself < > $04,723 473 
In regardt0 these estimates, I think they-are 
somewhat nearer what will be realized, than those 


for the expenditures are. I differ with the honoras- 


- double, 


ble member from New: York, [Mr. Barn arp,]-as 
to the probable receipts from customs, and shall not 
be surprised if they come -quite-up to what is sup- 
posed by the Secretary. The receipts last year 
were not far from thirteen millions. We all know 
that business is recovering from the stagnation and 
lethargy in which it was then sunk. . Men begin to 
feel confidente, and look forward. in the assurance 
that the country is no longer to be <fflicted witha 
succession of visionary experiments. Importations 
are mach greater now than they. were at the corres. 
sponding period of last year~-} should think nearly 
Homeward freights are quick, and rising. 
All accounts from the English papers represent the 
American trade as briskly reviving. It would re- 
quire an increase of about filty per cent. on theim- 
por‘ations of last year to give nineteen millions of 
revenue; and this, in ordinary times, would be a 
great increase, But the importations of last year 
were small, and the country is somewhat drained of 


. foreign goods. © Probably the business in the latter 


part of the year may decline io some extent, in con- 
sequence of the great reduction of duties to- talre 
place on 31st December next. Besides, there will 
probably be a large importation of free goods, 
trom the apprehension tbat duties may be imposed 
upon them at the next session of Congress; and 
this may, 10 some extent, check the importation of 
dutiab!e articles. However, as these are all fpe- 
culations, which may or may not be correct, and 
asl cannot assign reasons in which I have much 
coufidence myself for supposing the Secretary’s esti- 
maie greatly too large, Lam willing to adoptit, as 
showing the probable receipts of the year.. What, 
then, will be the deficiency? What amount of ad- 
ditional means will be required to meet the expen- 
ditures of the year? . ` 

Whole expenditures, as before stated $31,635,000 


Whole resources - - - 24 723,473 
Deficit - - = 6,961,527 

Deduct Treasury notes proposed by 
the bill ` - - 5,000,000 
Deficit ~ - - = 1,961,527 

Add‘least balance which ought to 

be in the Treasury at the end of 
the year, the Secretary states = 2,000,000 
$3,961,527 


So that, in addition to the sum now proposed to 
be issued, we shail require for the service of the 
year, and to leave a sufficient balance in the Trea- 
sury at the end of it, a further sum of at Jeast four 
millions. It is not safeto proceed without it. If 
Congress will provide for the redemption of the 
notes now outstanding in sume other raode, and 
not make them chargeable upon the revenue of 
‘thisyear, in-my judgment, the. five millions now 
proposed will be suficient io. carry us through it. 
The Secretary himself seems to have some lurking 
apprehensions that this may be necessary; for he 
suggests that it may be found expedient to autho- 
rize “a contract to be made, under proper restric- 
tions, extending the pericd of payment of a portion 
ofthe temporary liabilities falling due in that 
year,” (1841.) This is very softly expressed, to be 
sure. He does not recommend the reissue of the 
Treasury notes, because he azsured us they eculd 
all be redeemed last year; snd be had just demon- 
strated: that they certainly. could be in. this. 
does not-even speak of them: as. “Treasury netes? 
No; they have become “temporary liabilities.” He 
would not reissue them, but would merely make 
“a contract? to postpone payment.” How far this 
operation would differ from a debt, or from bor- 
rowing money, gentlemen can judge for tkem- 
selves. . It strikes me as being very much the same 
tuning. Now, sir, is it not apparent, from this re- 
view ot the state of the Treasury, and the pros- 
peets.for the current year, that there is a deficiency 
in our revenue—a permanent deficiency? Bur we 
have been.told by the Secretary, and it is reprated 
by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, that itis merely temporary; nominal rather 
than real che result of the fiectaations between the 
rece’p's and expenditures: in. different portions: of 
the zear: I hardly know what ideas gentlemen at- 
tach to:these words, ‘permanent’ and. tempora» 


He- 


sider to be esvential for the public-service. The 


ry.” “The receipts, every year, for four years past, = 
have fallen short of the expenditures, upon an ave: 
rage, nearly eight millions: Jtomust beso this’ 
year, though to a less amount: “In ‘the next year: 
(1842) the deficiency will be ‘greater still, anles: 
new sources of revenue are opened. If this berno! 
a “permanent” deficiency—a deficiency ‘which has 
existed. four years—which now. exisis—and i 
continue to exist and increase, unless some modifie: 
cation of the laws affecting the receipts be made, 1 
confess F-do not know what a permanent deficiency. 
is. The Secretary informs us that the reduction of- 
duties next year will amount to about five millions 
of dollars; and, unless the expenditures be reduced 
in a corresponding ‘degree, there “will then bea de- 
ficiency, which may be considered permanent, to 
the amount of about five milions; and: be adds, 
“this may be considered the first of that character 
which willcecur under the tarif act of 1833.77 i5 
I do not see the distinction which is in the Ses 
cretary’s mind between such: a deficiency and that 
which now exists: Under: the reduction’ of duties 
which has been going on, and ‘the increase of ex- 
penditures, we find ourselves without sufficient ; 
revenue to mect the expenses of the Government. 
It will be so, to a greater extent, in 1842.” There 
may bé a difference in the amount of deficiency;' 
but I can perceive none in the character of itt both 
seem to me to be permanent... ‘Phe history. of the. 
last four years demonstrates "that the ‘deficiency 
not temporary; not cecasioned ‘by: “Auctuations, 
by heavy disbursements in” one’ part: of: the year” 
to be supplied by “increased ‘receipts in “another” 
part. The heavy expenditures have ran through. 
the whole year, and have been met, not by aceru- 
ing revenue, but by Treasury. notes, and by funds , 
which had accumulated in preceding. years, and 
the capital-which was invested iùn the late Bank of | 
the United States. All these resources have. been. 
exhausted; and that brings us to. consider how the 
Secre‘ary proposes to supply the deficiency of: the 
present and of future years.’ What “plans for thes 
mprovement of ‘the r. venue” has he “digested and 
prepared,” as is his duty to do, by the act establish- 
ing the Treasury Department?’ What measures.. 
does he propose? In the firs place, as:regards th 
present year, after suggesting that a ‘contract: 
might be made to extend the time, of payment of 
the ‘temporary liabilities,’ and thus releve ‘the: 
Treasury, be announces that such is not his plans 
“The. best mode,” he ‘says, would be “without 
either an extension of this kiad, of a loan, or a 
further isste of Treasury notes, or a change in the 
tariff; but merely. by lessening the appropriations: 
below the estimates.” -That is his mode, If you» 
have not got revenuc enough to carry on the'opera».: 
tions of Government, to méet ils. current expenses, «. 
why, stop operations, neglect your duty, abandon: 
the protection of the public interesis. = Thatis all- 
very simple and very easy; and when you will have 
no. deficiency, no. debt; no increased duties, no. 
Treasury notes. Take no. measures to supply. 
means, but spend what you happen to” have, and , 
stop there. “That is the recommendation. Butif 
Congress thinks that is. not the best mode of ears: 
rying on th? public service, then he suggests tses.: 
condary measures.”. Enforce the present tarif; 
laws, stop frauds-and evasions, modify the ‘syste! 
of drawbacks ard botnties. Really, sir, ir strilt 
mè that these ought tobe regarded as primary,cand:: 
nol ‘secondary measures.” They shouldbe: first © 
‘resorted tó, and that on other and higher considera. 
tions than as merely affecting revenue: Barthes 
Secretary locks upon them in. nother Jightthan 
as-bringing money into the. Tressary; and:-even 
nhat he prefers t0 dispense with for- his favorite: 
measure of reducing appropriations below the estis: 
mates. Passirg’ over tbe political offence and ture 
pitude of defrauding: the revenue; the evil exam~ 
ple of permitting your Jaws to be violated; the ine. 
jury inflicted, not only upon public: morals; but 
npon the. business and. preperw of honest mer- 
chants and. faie- dealers, who. pay their duaves 
agrecably tothe laws, the Secretary seems to be. 
content, and supposes all twere evils are sufficiently. 
cured or.compensaied, merely by redusiag appros: 
priations below. what ne himself, and those charged: 
with the administration . of-1be Government, eon 
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as to drawbacks,” why have they. no: been re 


` duced: to correspond to the rate of duties imposed? 


Year after year ce have been admonished: of the- 


fact that the amount of drawback upon. eertain 
articles is greater than the amount of duty received 
upon their iniportations .. Why has it not been: eor- 
rected? Who of the majority of Congress—they 
who have controlled its proceedings and shaped its 
policy-——who -has -found time to aftend to such 
small matters. as the revenge of ihe country, when 

“the: greal.concerns cf party were at. stake? But 
this also is only a. “secondary measure,” not to be 
resovied:to if. the primary. one of reduction can bë 
carried. into execution. What modification -of 
“bounties” the Secretary thinks suitable, Ido not 
understand. Does he: propose abolishing the fish- 
ing bounties? Lf so, I skall be ready to say some- 
thing in regard to it when the proposition is dis- 
tinctly submitted, 

In the nex! place, as to the deliciency which the 
Becretary admits will exist next year, and which 
may be considered “permanent,” what remedy dees 
he propose fori? What mode of supplying the 

‘ means necessary to.conduct the affairs of the na- 
tion? Hear him: * The. idea that sach a deficiency 
in ‘time of peace ought to be supplied by. issues of 
Treasury notes, or by aloan, has never been enter- 
tained by the undersigned. Nor can it be counte- 
naneed by any sound’ principle, either of finance or 
political economy.” In this sentiment I concur; 
and can oily regret that the Secretary has not 
hitherto “recommended seme other remedy than 
those which he now repudiates. Then as. to re- 
ealling any of the deposites with the States, he 

‘thinks that is “not likely. to be adopted.” 

4A nother practicable mode would be toresort to 


‘direct taxes.” Bat this he regards “unsnited to, 


. the general habits, and un: 
Of most of 


genial to the opinions 
our population,? and: abandoas. ib. 
` “Some other permanent resource must; then, be 
looked” to.” And what is that “permanent re- 
source?” “The choice will rest between the large 
reduction of expenditures, with the other accompa- 
‘nying meashies before specified, and some extene 
-sive modification of the present tariff. Explaaa- 
“tons have heretofore been given by the undersign- 
ed in favor of the former course.” 
“Here. is the “permanent. resource” which the Se- 
“eretary. recommends for supplying revenue— 
“large rédaction of expenditures.” Now, sir, that 
: may bea tolerable mde of obvialing a: deficiency, 
“but as a {permanent resource” to supply ft, to fur- 
nish revente, the dea is somewhat novel And 
othe Secretary supposes that it will probably prove 
‘sufficient to meet the emergengy, “it the reduction 
be pashed vigorousty,” and the jmpdrts. shall. in- 
eréase. A “permanent resource” to supply ‘an ex- 
hausted Treasury, and provide fora deliciency, is 
t0 push a vigorous redneticn; and upon what 
branches of theserviee is this tofali? Wis net de- 
Signed, I suppose, to abolish Congress, or the Exe- 
live Departinents, or to break up our intercourse 
with foreign nations, orto dispetise. with the jadi- 
ary, Pie etal list 
‘persats connccied wih r paid, Nobody sagzests 
thatthe army can he or ought to be reduged; many 
are of opinion (hat it ought to be incre Fhe 
army, Aisy Hust be paid, subsisted, clothed, “and 
all he expenses altendantupon it must be met 
Does any body propose to diminish the naval 


foree-—the number ct persons actaally employed, 
or their e i 
fed. 


“Shey must be paid and 
faites must be fulfiiled; and 
have-been within a few years 
uf Peewsury from this senree; 
“Where sill you pus us reduction,” then? 
Tean find no place upon wien this: ptocess may 
“becominenced and carried on, but forificutions. 
“agora cof ode s drange; 
“and increase 


Our in: 
+ : y ; 
impored on the M 


Who, that krows a 


: fof the 
pnei these varios 


tea andiab- 


i ig -sbectac’e do we find exhi 
ited, not io ourselves alone, Pui to the worjd | Fors 
tihealicns unfinished,  unarnied—scme “of them 
largely dilapidated, and: requiring extensive re- 
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‘nnst be matitained, and all. 


a The” 
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and improvement of the navy and | 
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ji-seam shiss of war, while we are 


menced, or lef pa 


of the Navy: this 


pairs; arsenals, already authorized by Congress, 
not built for want of means; barracks not com- 
jially completed; and in every 
branch of the military service, pressing calls for 
larger appropriations. Besides. thes:, how. many 
new works of defence have. been projected, and 
strongly. recommended. to. Congress, upon which 
nothing has yet been done? The criginal plan f 
defences, adopted more than twenty years ago, is 
very far from being completed: Not oniy- new 
works are recommended as essential fo the. protec- 
tion and security of the country, by distingui 
engineers and military officers, but they are call 
for by the people in various sections, and ‘pressed 
upon ony attention by resolytions of State Le- 
gislatures.. Our. line of coast, as well as of 
the inland frontier, is yet. very imperfectly 
and inadequately . protected, and . much, very 
much, remains to be den; and yet we are 
admonished to pash. reductions “vigorously.” 
How is it upan the Indian frontier? Are we to 
have perpetual peace there? Look at the recom- 
mendations from the proper department for mliia. 
ry posts, barracks, forts, &c. in that quarter. 1 notice 
ihat the Governor of Arkansas, in his late message 
to the Legislature, complains loudly of the neglect 
of the. General Government to provide suitable 
protection on the fronilers of that State; and inti- 
mates pretty distinctly that Arkansas will. tske its 
own defence into its own hands. Is this, then, s 
suitable place for a vigorous. “push” for reductions? 
And so upon the lakes aad the Niagara frontier, 
there is a loud call for dervence, but who heeds i? 
The subject is not even considered by Congress. 
Every thing of public importance, of national 
benefit, is abandoned, in obedience to the Secrata- 
ry’srecommendaiion of the vigorous work of re- 
duction. 

Then as regards the Navy. What that looks at 
the imbecility which has so long marked its admi- 
nistration is.surprised at its present deplorable con- 
dition? Ships decaying, condemned and broken up 
because they are beyond the reach of repairs, for 
want of carly and seasonable means. Read the 
report of the Navy Commissioners on this subject. 
The larger portion of our vessels seem to be di- 
vided into two ciasses—those “fit for repair,” and 


those not fit.. ‘Two ships ofthe line are now lying, 
and have been for a long’: me, unable to be repair- 
ed fur wantof adry dock at New York, which has 
been so repeatedly urged; and of which the Com- 
missioners say that, at ihe cost-of a-million of dol- | 

| 


lars, itis a “measure of true economy and of very 
great advantage, with reference to the future repair 
and employment cf the Navy.” I bave no doubt 
of the correcines: of this opiaton. For went of it, 
these two ships. of the line wiil be eveniually con- 
demned and broken up, and their places, if sup- 
phed at all, will besupplied ata cost fully equal to | 
that which would construct tie doek. How many 


others are destined to share the seme inzlorions 
fate, for the zeme cause, no one can foresee, And 
yet the S.ereiary of the Navy, for some reason or 
other, makes no alinsiond tothe subject. The Navy 
Commissioners, with the characieristic boldness of 
their profession, are not resirained by any sneh ti 
midity. . Why should we abandon the Navy, which 
hax been ony protection and onr pride ja botter 
times. than these, when patriotism hal e claims 
upon us ever those of parts? Why see ‘it sinking 
to rapid decay? Rather let us cel) it under the kam- 
meyo-save semeibing from th: wreek., 
Sell itto some foreign Govern 2 has the 
abuny and the disposition to keep itself in an ati 
tude of security and defence. Let it stiil ride neon 
the waves of the ceean, where jt has before rade j 
triumph, rather than be. buried in lis san: 
siyewa ujon its i 
our povert 
likely io go: 
drive 
reduction,” g 
crese of their navai s 


tee 


Te ea 
1:1 we 


PRS, 
ons improvement 
engin, and espec 
ng compara. 
wy noming. - Ihave already <poken of the mise- 
rably dasnflicient aniount estimaied for the increase 
; year. One hontred thousand del- 
late only——to complete two steamers now in process 
of boilding;.to commence another, which has been 


| 


alrrady authorized; to complete the frigate Coge 
gess; to collect materials for another frigate in licu 
of the Guerriere, which has just been condemned 
and broken up, and to bear the same name; and to 
build ene.of the small vessels authorized by the act 
of 8d Merch, 1837; which has-been hitherto omit. 
ted, “in consequence of the insnfiicieney of the ap- 
propriation.”. Andfor all this the Sceretary of the 
Navy bas ‘so restricted: the Commissioners, that 
only $100,060 can be sparel for it. For a long sea 
ies of years past, the standing appropriation for 
he increase of the. Navy was half a million of 
dollars annually, and for.some years a millon. 
Now, indeed, under the injunction to “push redie- 
tions vigorensly,” it is thought one-fifth of the sum 
will be sufficient. This isthe conditionin which these 
who bave had unchecked and unlimited control of 
public affairs for twelve years leave these great in 
terests. This is all they have to show for the enor- 
mous sums of money which they have expended. 
And now,when they are abeut to surrender the pow- 
et which they have so Jong wielded, and to hand 
over these broken and prostrate institutions, to be 
rebuilt and re-established in a manner worthy of the 
country and of the age, they begin to ery out to 
‘push the reductions vigorously.” Sir, I have 
frequently heard in this Halland elseuhere, of 
late years, many predictions of speedy hostilities 
with England. Alarms have, from time to time, 
pirvaded the country on this account; and I have 


- heard many gentlemen display excessive patriotism 


in denouscing the wrongs which we have received 
from that powerful nation. For myself, sir, I 
no apprehension of, and no desire for, hostili- 
rith Great Britain, I know we have received 
njaries; and I am deeply sensible we have becn 
kept ont of cur jastrights by mest unfounded pre- 
tensions, All these matters still rest in negotiation, 
and, tue Presicent assures us, are in’ a favoiabie 
train. Other counsels are soon to prevail, and I 
indwigs the fullest conviction that eur rights will be 
asserted, and our just claims vindicated, with an 
ability anda spirit which must lead to favorable 
resuits.. But of those who think otherwise, if they 


do not wisn it, and have expended their patriotic < 


effusions in invectives upon our supposed enemy, 
how many of them have exerted themselves to put 
their own country ine proper posture of defence? 
How many of them are willing now. to. vote the 
necessary means to place the navy in an attitude 
cf omiy tolerable ‘respectab:Lty? Observe, s.r, 
wasia miserably inadequate force has latély been 
ordered to the East indies, where we have many 
iions of commerce afloat, ata time, tco, when 
the peace of that whole humi-phere is in imminent 
‘peril—the smallest and poorest frigate in the navy 
and asuall sloop of war only; and why. is this, 
except from this financial policy of “pushing re- 
inctions vigorously? Indeed, such was the eme 
‘assment of tbe Treasury, that the-vessels, ins 
suflisisnt as. they. are, were delayed near three 
weeks, as ] am. told, for the want of means: The 
eireumstaness of this case furnish another illustra. 
tion of the fallacy. of the assertion which ihe honos 
rable member from New York [Mr Barnarv] 
combatied by many. proofs, that “ail demands upon 
the Treasury had been prompily mets” and another 
Ulustraiion, too, of the energy sud promptitede 
afacterize the proceedings of the Navy 
ariment. 
I have understeod from very good authority 
that, in the preparation for this crnise, the purser 
of the frigate had laid in supplles.to the amount of 
imrty thousand: dollars, and that he wanted ts enty 
thousand more to carry with him forthe purposes 
of the ernise, He had been requesied by the Navy 
Department to delay drawing. for ibis cmoant.as 
Jong as possible, in consequence of: the inability of 
the: “Treasury to furnish: the funds, He accord: 
ingly delayed until the vessels were ready for sea, 
and then drew fo fifty thousand dollars; five 
thousand only were forwarded. "The merchants 
whe had. furnished. the’ supplies became uneasy, 
and resorted to legal process to obtain payment. 
ie. purser was arrested and committed to jail; 
from which he was released only -upon the assur- 
ance of Comniodore Downes that the vessel shauld 


not sail until the affair was adjusted. "Ehe Depart~ - 


ment finally furnished. the money, and, afier con» 
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siderable delay, the frigate sailed on its cruise. 
These facts are not within my own knowledge; but 
I have received them from a gentleman in the 
Navy, who had some agency in procuring the re- 
lease of the purser, and who was acquainted with 
all the circumstances. I should not repeat them 
here if I had not fuil confidence in their correct- 
ness, This is but an illustration of the effects of 
the policy recommended by the Secretary, of 
‘foushing reductions vigorously.” Sir, I do not 
desire lo see unnecessary or extravagant appropri- 
ations, nor, above ail, wasteful expenditures of 
what has been appropriated. That is the great evil 
of which we have had hitherto so much reason to 
comp!ain—the wastefulness and extravagance of 
the expenditure, rather thaa of the appropriation. 
But I do desire to see sufficient and prompt appro- 
priations made for the public service. We have 
committed great errors on this sabject. I verily 
believe that our public works, both naval and mili. 
lary, have cost at least twenty-five per cent. more 
than was necessaty, ia consequence of the dilatory 
and parsimonious appropriations which from time 
to time have been doled out. In repeated in- 
stances the work comes to a pause, because the 
appropriations are exhausted, and after a lapse of 
several months, or a year, when it is recommenced, 
thousands of dollars are required for repairs, to 
bring up the condition of it to what it was when 
left. We are greatly too long in peint of time in 
the completion of our public works. If a hon- 
dred thousand dollars are wanted to complete a 
given work this year, and every thing is favorable 
for the purpose, wé grant twenty thousand; or, in 
a moment of extraordinary liberality, may allow 
fifty. Why are weso long in building our ships? 
Foreign Governments come here, and at private 
ship yards commence, complete, and launch 
st amers of war, ofthe best models and workmanship, 
before we are able, by our procrastination, to lay the 
keel forone. One of the most scientific and faith- 
ful of our engineers, having charge of extensive 
and important public works, assured me last ses- 
sion that he could demonstrate, to mathematical 
certainty, that, in consequence of the delay and 
insufficiency of appropriations, these works cost at 
least one-quarter more than they would under a 
system of promptand sufficient appropriations. I 
have no doubt of it. True economy requires that 
a work, once undersaken, should be prosecuted 
with vigor, and that ample means should at all 
times be at command, In this way, the person in 
charge of it may always-avail himself of favorable 
circumstances which are constantly occurring, to 
obtain materials and laborat the smallest expense. 
Much is saved in repairs; the structure is sooner 
fit for service, and the public interests are in 
every way promoted. But this is not the mode in 
which our affairs are now conducted, nor the prin- 
ciple upon which the estimates are formed, and the 
appropriations made. How much can the service 
be pinched, and embarrassed, and retarded by ‘“‘re- 
duction,” seem to be the considerations which go- 
vern the counsels of the Departmen's in their pre- 
sent estimates; and at a time when every branch of 
the public service is languishing and almost pros- 
trate, the only recommendation submitted to es 
from tbe Executive is, to “pesh reductions-vigo- 
rously.” ‘ 

The Secretary, in closing his “last annual re- 
port,” enters into a review of some of our finan- 
cial operations during the neriod he has been con- 
nected with the Deparimeat; and he states that 
“daring this term there has occurred much to 
evince the great fiscal power as well as prosperity 
of the Union.” Although “some reverses have at 
times overtaken the rashness displayed by parts of 
the community in certain branches of business,” 
yet “the period, and the country, as a whole, have 
been almost unexampled in prosperous develop- 
menis.” “Notwithstanding unusual revulsions,” 
and b'ennial reductions of duties and losses by 
“officers, and banks, and merchants,” “our co di- 
tion has been so flourishing as to yied a revente, 
during that time, sufficient, after all these deduc- 
tions, to accomplish the following important re- 
sults; and then follows the enumeration of the 
purposes which have been accomplished. AÑ this, 
the Secretary says,is “recorded evidence of the 
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prosperiy of the country, and the fiscal ability o 
the General Government.” Now, sir, I have no 
desire to cisturb or find fault with this complacent 
sei{-congratulation, but I desire for a single mo- 
ment to consider what the condition of the country 
really is. Is it prosperous and successful? Where 
is the evidence of it? The National Government 
embrrassed in all its operations, and struggling on 
from day to day under the pressure of an insolvent 
Treasury; public works neglected and postponed; 
public credit endangered. Then, as to the States: 
most of them deeply in debt, and hardly able to pay 
even the interest as it accrues; their bonds from 
10 to 30 per cent. below par; their internal im- 
provements abandoned ina great degree, and re- 
sort to heavy taxes Inevitable, with no prospect of 
immediate improvement in their condition. As to 
the affairs of individuals: what kind of business is 
prosperous?) Manufactures have largely declined; 
commerce, distinct from navigation, diminished; 
interval trade greatly reduced; specie payments 
suspended over a considerable portion of the Union, 
and but lately resumed in the great State of Penn- 
sylvania; and from all quarters of the land, as 
with one voice, a demand for a bankrupt law, to 
relieve the basiness of the country from the enor- 
mous pressure of debt which now bears it down to 
the dust. 

Tow is it with the planting States—the growers 
of the great staple of our exports? Are they pros- 
perous?) Why, sir, the marshal of Mississippi re- 
turns to us that he has received for fees Jast year 
the enormous sum of eighty-seven thousand dollars, 
growing out of the immense number of suits insti- 
tuted for the recovery of debts. The banks of the 
State are unable to pay the small amounts still 
due to the United Siates for deposites, aad have 
applied for still longer pestponement. How is it in 
Alabama, and the other cotton-growing regions? 
Cotton, | believe, has been ranging last year from 
5 to 7 or 8 cents—probabiy not bringing over 6 or 
7 to the planter. I recollect to have seen it stated, 
within a few years, that the costof the production 
ef colton was about 7 or 8 cents. Some gentle- 
man can probably put me right on that matter. 
(Mr. Huszarp of Alabama nodded assent to the 
statement.}] The honorable member signifies that 
Tam correct. The cost to the planter, therefore, 
has been quite equal te, perhaps in some instances 
greater than, the amount he kas been able to sell 
for. Is thata prosperous condition of thing? The 
Secretary says: ‘It isa source of great satisfac- 
tion to witness the indications which the unprece- 
dented amount of exports, during the last four 
years, has given of the continued prosperity of the 
country,” &e. “Again: “Phe general prosperity 
has been such as to create a large surplus of pro- 
ducts, and to eaable us to send abroad immense 
and increased values of them, however great the 
complainis have been as to low prices.” Now, sir, 
if prices are so low as scarcely to remunerate the 
producer, it does not strike me that the great quan- 
tity produced is very good evidence of prosperity. 
General prosperity is made upof individual pros- 
perity; and how the country, as a whole, can be 
successful, when all branches of its business is de- 
pressed, is not very apparent to my mind. Un- 
doubtedly itis better to produce and sell even at 
low prices, and thus furnish, as far as it goes, 
means of extinguishing our foreign indebsedness, 
than not to produce at all; because the laborers, 
if not employed, must sill be subsisted and clothed; 
and if they cannot earn more than half their sup- 
port, it is better to do that than remain in idleness. 
Ali that can be said is, that by reason of our great 
production, though no profit is made upon it we 
are not so deeply involved and so much distressed 
as we should be if the crops entirely failed. The 
grain-growing sections of the coontry—ihe great 
Wrest; the growers of pork and other provisions— 
are they prosperous? Do they find ready markets 
and remunerating prices? We know thatit is not 
so; and yet we have “recorded evidence of the 
prosperity of the country.” Sir, I should like to 
read this record elsewhere than in the universal 
embarrassment and depression which broods over 
the whole land; and all, all brought upon it within 
this very period which the Secretary has selected 
as one “unexampled in prosperous developments” 


—all within the last eight: years.: The “recorded 
evidence” to which the Secretary refers, is found. 
only in the vast receipts into the Treasury which 
have enabled him to accomplish the great results 
he bas enumerated. The Secretary has not-always .. 
considered itin that light. The enormous receipts 
alluded to accurred chiefly in two years, 1835and 
1836, and in a considerable degree from most extra- 
ordinary and unexpected sales of public land. 
The receipts of 1835 were about $35,500,000, of 
which 15,000,000 were derived trom the’ lands. 
The receipts of 1836 were close upon 49,000,000 
of which over 24,000,000 were derived from lands. 


Whole amount fortwo years... $84,303,051 
Expenditures during same years . 47,238.000 
Excess of receipts . ‘ 37,065,051 


These years, therefore, are the great source of the 
vast receipts which the Secretary now regards as 
‘recorded evidence” of our prosperity, because the 
receipts of the last four years have not equalled the 
expenditures. Sir, cannot but recollect how often, 
within the last two years, I have heard the impor- 
tations and the land sales of those years denounced 
as ‘‘over-trading”—-‘‘speculation”—foreed on by 
bank expansions—growing out of fictitious credit; 
and as the cause of all the embarrassments and re- 
vulsions which followed. The specie circular was 
issued avowedly to check the land sales which were 
going on to such dangerous extent. What vehe- 
ment denunciations have we not listened: to:both of 
banks and of State debts, as occasioning such enor- 
mous importations from abroad, destructive of our 
industry and our resources? And yet it was these 
very importations and sales whith furnished the 
Treasury with money—now relied upon as “re- 
corded evidence of the prosperity of the country.” 
The Secretary himself, in his report to Congress in 
December, 1838, says: “An over-flowing tide of 
speculation and bank issues like that of 1836 is not 
anticipated, while the recent evils. and -disasters 
from these sources are fresh in remembrance.” He 
was constrained ‘at that time to regard many of 
the appearances of extraordinary prosperity as de- 
lusive, the existing surplus as temporary and falla- 
cious,” &e. . ues 

By whatstrange process is itthat this fallacy, these 
delusive appearances, have become entitled to the’. 
great weight and the high authority of “recorded 
evidence?” But, sir, not to hold the Secretary 
bound by opivions expressed two years ago, and 
which he may have since changed, we find in the 
same document—thecreport of this year—a repeti- 
tion of the same sentiments. Having stated the 
great results which he has accomplished, he next 
proceeds to explain the difficulties. which he had to 
encounter, “One of. the greatest evils to the pab- 
lic service, as well as to the security of private 
business, daring a part of the above period, has 
consisted in the fluctuations to which both have 
been subjected.” These fluctuations are exhibited, 
among oiher proofs, in the great falling off of im- 
poris, which, he says, “fell within two years from 
near one hundred and ninety millions to one hun- 
dred and fourteen; and in the single year just past, 
almost sixty millions.” . “Such inflations and con- 


. tractions must be destructive of all confidence in 


calculations for the future, while the causes of them 
shali continue to operate unremedied. What are 
these causes? They will be found to/have been 
chiefly concected with the abuses of banking. On 
the occasion just referred to, they were the supera- 
bundance of a fictiticus mediam of circulation, 
with the attendant overtrading and speculations in 
1836, and the consequent suspension of specie pay- 
meats in 1837, as well as.the disasters and searcity 
of any medium till the latter part of 1838.” Then 
another expansion, he says, and “increase of im- 
ports of nearly fifty millions,” followed by contrac- 
tions, suspensions, and commercial reverses. “The 
great principles: of trade -can never be long 
violated with impunity. And any fictitious or 
unnatural excess of credit soon ends in revul 
sions,’ &e. Tunderstand the Secretary, in all this, 
to affirm that in 1836, “the great principles of 
irade? had been violated; that revulsions- neces- 
sarily followed; that there was a-superabundance 
of fictitions eredit, bringing on overtrading and 
speculation; the consequence of which Was, sur- 


- pretty rapid succession, for several years, these 


- ment rolling yet awhile. To the wisdom and pa- 
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pension of specie payments, disasters, and searcity 
of any medium, &c.. He says, also, “some im- 
pradences abroad may have augmented the evils 
here.” . Now, if all this be so, 1 cannot compre- 
hend how it is that the operations of these years of 
abundant revenue and large receipis—operations 
which have brought in their train reverses, dis- 
asters, and evils, and -have inflicted such deep and 
wide spread injury upon the country—how it can 
be that they furnish evidence of great fiscal ability 
and unexampled prosperity. . According to the Se- 
cretary’s statement, we have been undergoing, in 


alternate. contractions and expansions; or, to 
use. another expression of his, the community bas 
been:“‘kept-under the constant excitement and de- 
pression of the hot and cold fits ofa violent fever.” 
Is that a condition of health? Does it indicate 
prosperity? I shall not now go into the considera- 
tion of the causes of the revulsioas and fluctua- 
tions which we have experienced. They may all 
be directly traced to the action of the Government 
itself; and whatever of disaster the community has 
undergone, the Administration is responsible for. 
‘That I hold to be clearly demcnatrable. 

"Mr. Chairman, I have endeavored to confine my 
attention to the. present condition of the Treasury, 
and to its probable necessities during the present 
year. As to what will be the state of affairs in 
the next and succeeding years, I shall not now ua- 
dertake.to examine. I have no expectation that 
this Congress will look so far in advance as that. 
Very heavy burdens, I am aware, will be thrown 
upon the coming Administration for many years, 
by the measures and policy. of. that which is about 
to close. The aggregate I shall not venture to 
compute. Ihave already said that I should prefer 
early action on the part of Congress to supply, 
from the ordinary sources of revenue, sufficient 
means, not only for this year, but for the future. 
I despair of that. The present measure I consider 
wholly inadequate for the service of the whole 
year; but it will relieve the Treasury from present 
embarrassments; and keep the wheels of Govern- 


triotism of those who are so soon to enter upon the 
administration of the Government, and to succeed 
us:in these seats, I look with confidence for such 
measures as shall restore not only the revenue of the 
Government, but the business and prosperity and 
happiness of the people. 


SPEECH OF MR. BELL; 
l OF A rs 
In the House of Representatives, Jantary 20, 1841.— 
The House being in Committeé of he Whole 
on.the state of the Union upon the bill making 
provision for the issue of five millions of Trea- 
SULY notes : 4 
Mr. BELL said it might well be considered pre- 
sumptuous in any one-to attempt to follow the two 
honorable gentlemen (Messrs. Barnard and Evans] 
who had preceded him on the same side of the ques- 
tion presented by the bill under, discussion, for all 
who heard their remarks must be willing to admit 
that they were distinguished for uncommon acumen 
and ability. Nor (said Mr. B.) would he have un- 
dertaken so hazardous an enterprise, were it not 
that the subject, in some of its aspects, had impress- 
ed itself upon his mind as of far higher importange 
than those gentlemen appeared to attach to it; and 
he also felt constrained to differ with them in some 
of the sentiments which had. fallen from them in 
the course of their remarks. He hoped—indeed he 
did not suppose—that this difference would .be 
found very material, when those gentlemen should 
come to make a practical application of their 
views; nor was he satisfied that he had fully under- 
stood that: portion of the remarks to which he could 
not give his-assent. But if he had not mistaken 
the tenor of aseniiment expressed by the gentle- 


mah from New-York, (Mr. Barnagp,] he (Mr. B.Y | 


must say that he could not look forward with the 
same complacency and satisfaction to that prospec- 
tive redandancy of means in the Treasury, the 
mere contemplation of which had supplied the gen- 
Ueman’s fancy with such delightful visions of fu- 
Jpre improvement and grandeur, The other gen- 


tleman (Mr. Evans] had also loomed a litle too 
largely, when he spoke, in anticipation, as it were, 
in the atmosphere of an overflowing Treasury and 
unrestricted appropriations. Mr. Beru said that 
while he had as little respect as those gentlemen 
could have for the narrow—he bad almost said ihe 
mean—spirit of parsimony which appeared, all at 
once, to have become the favorite policy of the ex- 
piring Administration, yet he still he'd that there 
was a real and substantial merit in ecen>my in the 
administration of a Government, as well as in pri- 
vate affairs. He acknowledged that there might be 
an ill-timed and stinied system of expenditure upon 
great and indispensable establishments «hich would 
be a false economy, and productive, in the end, of 
afar greater drain upon the public treasure, than a 
more free and liberal use of it; yet, as a general 
rule, and when we come to trace the outlines of a 
policy best adapted to a free sysiem of government, 
economy in the public expenditures and allowances 
of every kind must ever stand as one of the most 
essential features of it, while profusion and extra- 
vagance will always be the most certaia means of 
undermining the most skilfully devised fabric of li- 
berty, and ultimately of destroying the very founda- 
tions of all real prosperity, 

The other ccnsiderations incidentally connected 
with the subject under debate, and which had ap- 
peared to Mr. B. not to have been sufficiently re- 
garded and pressed by the gentlemen who had pre- 
ceded him, were, first, whether the amount of 
means proposed by the bill now presented was not 
much below the necessities of the Treasury, and 
Whether thix was not the most suitable occasion 
which could arise during the session for providing 
an adequate supply for the service of tae whole 
year, (1841;) and, secondly, whether the propriety 
of making some immediate provision for supp ‘ying 
the much larger deficiency which would ogcur in 
the revenue of the year 1842 was not equally ma- 
nifest. 

Both these questions, said Mr. B. are directly 
connected with another of considerable interest and 
importance to the country; that is, whether we are 
to have a called session of the National Legisla- 
ture. If the means provided by this bill are not 
sufficient to meet the demands upon the Treasury 
during the whole year; or if it shall be found that 
great and vital public interests require that provi- 
sion shall be made in advance for the deficit which 
is certain to appear in the revenue of next year, 
(1842,) and it is not done now, an extra session of 
Congress will be unavoidable. Upon this point, I 
desire to address my remarks chiefly to the genile- 
men who are in the majority in this House, and 
who still control ibe administration of public af- 
fairs. It rests with them to say whether we shall 
have a called session or not; and,with them, I pro- 
pose to demonstrate, must rest the responsibility of 
all the inconvenience and expense which will at- 
tend such a step. They now hold all the power in 
their own hands. They can move effeciually in 
wha'‘ever may be necessary to be done. We can- 
not move at all, in the present organization of the 
House, Our hands are tied. They cannot only 
provide adequate means for the service of the pre- 
sent year, but they, and they only, can provide in 
due time for the deficiency of the next, without the- 
extracrdinary charge of a special session. We 
can only express our sentiments. ‘They, only, can 
act, for they have the majority in both Houses of 
Congress. 

The gentleman from Maine (Mr. Evans) has 
contented himself with Cemonstrating that there is 
a clear necessity for passing this biil authorizing 
the issue of fiv2 millions of ‘Treasury notes; that 
five millions, at least, will be necessary for the ser- 
vice of this year, (1841;) but leaves the question of 
further supply for the service of the present year, 
and the grant of that supply, to be broaght up and 
acted upon some other day before the close of the 
session; and, as to the necessity of meeting in ad- 
vance the anticipated deficiency in the revenue of 
the ensuing year, he is wholly silent. Has that 
genileman reflected how improbable it is that our 
opponenis, when they find the means. provided by 
this bill ample enough for the time they remain in 
power, will trouble themselvesto make any very 
careful scratiny into the probable necessity of the | 
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Treasury during the remaining three quarters 
of the year? Or if, under a sense of duty to the 
country, they shall be disposed to do so, has the 
gentleman from Maine reflected how difficult it 
will be, at any future day of the session, to move 
in a matter giving rise to so much difference of 
opinion? We are now advanced to the 20th day 
Only about five weeks remain which 
can be effectually devoted to business, and not one 
of the great apprepriation bills has passed. These 
are bills which cught never to pass this House 
without the closest scrutiny. In my opinion, sir, 
this cecasion, this bill presents the only opportuni- 
ty we shall have during the present session of pro- 
viding an adequate supply for the service of the 
whole of the present year, and of making suitable 
provision in advance for the deficiency in the 
means of the next. [trast those gentlemen with 
whom J have been so leng associated in our politi- 
cal course will think seriously on these points, and, 
if they agree with me, I pray them to unite with 
me in an effort to effect both objects, so far as w 
have the power. : 

fam not satisfied, Mr. Chairman, that it will be 
altogether safe, inthe present state of the political 
influences of the country, and in view of the change 
that is soon to take place in the public Administra- 
tion, to rely upon the estimates of our opponents in 
forming an opinion of the sufficiency of the cur- 
rent revenue, or other means, for the present or 
any future year. Those who are to be responsible 
for the administration of pablic affairs afier the 41h 
of March next ought to remember that, as far as 
party interest and infleences are apt to control the 
judgment and conduct of men, the strongest temp- 
tations exist with the majority in this House to 
cripple and eusbarrass the new Administration by 
consigning to them an exhausted Treasury and a 
deficient revenue. It is the first time, in a period 
of forty years, and itis only the second time in the 
history of the country, when a new Administration 
bas been called upon to carry on the Government 
with the aid of such supplies and means only as 
political opponents, soured and resentful by defeat, 
have thought proper to dole out to them. The 
committee of this House charged with the duty of 
inquiring and reporting upon all questions of reve- 
nue and supply, is organized in opposition to the 
new Administration. This state of things occurred 
in 1801, when Mr. Jefferson came into power, af- 
ter a most fierce and desperate politicafrencounter, 
but never before nor since, until now. The pas- 
sions and biasses adverse to just and public-spirited 
legislation, exerted by such a collision, are natural, 
and, with many, uncontrollable. I do not mean to 
charge that thes? passions and biasses are peculiar 
to the party still in the majority in this House, 
One thing appears certain, however. The present 
majority in Congress are resolved to provide means 
enough to keep themselves afloat during the re- 

aining brief term of their power; but the danger 
is, that, hke the mass of mankind in private life, 
while they are liberal and bountiful in their sup- 
plies for the subsistence and comfort of their own 
household, they will show themselves niggardly 
and parsimonious in their dealings with their 
neighbors and countrymen generally. 

But I appeal to the present majority in this 
House whether, in accordance with their new and 
much vaunted devotion to economy, they will not 
be constrained to male at all events a sufficient 
provision of means, both or the present and ensu- 
ing fiscal year. It would seem that economy has 
lately become not only the cardinal, but the only 
virtue in their political creed. Even the Sub- 
Treasury is seriously advocaied as an engine for 
enforcing economy, not only in public, but in pri- 
vate life. Iam in favor of encouraging and fos- 
tering this new-born zeal for economy in our oppo- 
nents, For one, Ubave no fears that the dreams 
of those will ever be realized, who imagine that, 
by this sort of death-bed repentance—this late pro- 
fession of economy—ihey can atone for a whole 
life of extravagance, wastefalness, and profligacy 
in expenditures, and thereby work out a future 
redemption. ; 

If the present majority in this House are really 
desirous of infusing a sprit of rigid economy into. 
the opezalions and expenditures of the] Government 
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1 warn them to take care how they force upon the 
new Administration the necessity of an extra ses- 
sion, which cannotcost the nation less than half a 
million of dollars. Half a millicn ought, in my 
opinion, to be regarded asa substantial item in 
their estimate of what constitutes economy; and 
they will most assuredly be justly responsible for 
the sin of it, unless they shall, at the present sese 
sion, make suitable provision for the wants of the 
Treasury. I warn them not to indulge the hope 
that, by any ingenious disguise of the true state of 
the Treasury, or of the large amount of debt now 
suspended over it, or by any other artifice, they 
can so manage to drive the new Administration to 
the necessity of a called session, with the expecta- 
tion of raising a successful clamor against them on 
that account. [ tell them that, unless they act 
promptly—uniess they act effectually at the present 
session upon ihe subjects I have indicated—the 
reasons for a called session may become too mani- 
fest—the necessity too palpable to admit of decep- 
tion or misunderstanding: a called session, or a 
meeting of Congress in advance of the stated pe- 
riod, will become, in my opinion, indispeasable. 

As to the immediate questions presented by the 
bill, there are two of them about which little need 
be said. The first relates to the faet of an existing 
deficiency in the means of the Treasury to meet the 
current demands upon it, and of this I think there 
can be no doubt; nor can there be a reasonable 
doubt that this deficiency is at least equal to the 
five millions demanded by the bill. The other 
question directly presented by the bill is not so 
clear, but there would be quite as little reason in 
taking up the time of the committee in the discus- 
sion of it. Itis, whether the mode of supply pro- 
posed by the bill is the proper one—whether the 
issue of Treasury notes or a direct and open loan 
is the more constitutional and eligible mode of 
granting the necessary supply. The policy of re- 
sorting to the issue of Treasury notes, however ob- 
jection able in time of peace, has been adopted and 
sactioned by the majority in this House since 1837, 
ia opposition to the opinions and principles of those 
with whom I have generally acied. As long as the 
same majority cuntrol the decisions of the House, 
the policy may be regarded as permanent; and, al- 
though their supremacy, we may hope, will termi- 
nate with the present Congress, they are still ia the 
ascendant here, and must be aliowed to have their 
own way. While, therefore, I cannot vote for the 
issue of Treasury notes in time of peace, for the 
reasons often assigned by others on this floor, yet I 
will not repeat the arguments against the bill on 
this ground; nor do I feel myself called upon to 
propose any amendment to change the mode of 
supply provided for in the bill, especially so far as 
regards the amount necessary to meet the immedi- 
ate demands upon the Treasury. I choose to de- 
vote the time allowed me in this diseussion to more 
practical views and objects; and to leave to those 
who have the numbers and the power to regulate 
the mode of the supply which they think expedient 
to grant at their own discretion and upon their own 
responsibility. 

Bat, Mr. Chairman, there are two other ques: 
tions, naturally enough connected with the subject 
of this bill, of the greatest importance, and about 
which much may be said; and about which there 
will probably be some controversy. The first of 
these, both in poini of time and importance, con- 
cerns the extent of the deficiency that will exist in 
the resources of the Treasury during the present 
year, and raises the inquiry whether, instead of five 
millions, ten or even more will not be necessary to 
meet the demands epon the Treasury within the 
year. f 

Relying chiefly upon the proof furnished by the 
annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury, I 
shall attempt to show that the amount of existing 
debts or demands, as well as the demands which 
will certainly accrue against the Treasnry in the 
course of the year (1841) is largely underrated by 
that officer, and thata high degree of probability 
exists that he overrates the amount of the current re- 
ceipts into the Treasury, both from customs and 
lands. 

Let us first inquire what will be the total amount 


legally chargeable upon the ‘Treasury during the 


present year (1841;) and secondly, what amount 
will probably be actually presented or demanded at 
the Treasury within the year. 

The Secretary of the Treasury in bis annual re- 
port, states the amount legally chargeable upon the 
Treasury within the year 1841,at thirty-two mil- 
lion five hundred and fifty-five thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty-seven dollars; but it further appears, 
from his own statement, that he estimates the actu- 
al demands upon the Treasury, within the year, at 
no more thaa twenty-two millions one bundred and 
thirty-four thousand, seven hundred and thirty-fouz 
doliars—the difference between these twosums being 
ten million four hundred and eleven thousand and 
twenty-seven doliars. This last is the precise 
amount of the appropriations for 1840, and former 
years, outstanding at the end of the year 1840, 
either already applied or set aside for the service of 
that year, and not yet called for, or not applied, 
(postponed) and remaining applicable to the ser- 
vice of 1841. For this large amount the Secretary 
thinks it will not be necessary to make any provi- 
sion, on the supposition that an equal amount of 
the appropriations for the present year will lie over 
uncalled for, cr unapplied at the close of it. This 
as I wili show hereafter, is mere conjecture on the 
part of the Secretary; for, as to the amount which 
may be outstanding at the end of the present year, 
it may be ten or it may be oniy two millions, ac- 
cording to circumstances. 

If the Secretary of the Treasury is correct in the 
suppositien that no more than twenty-iwo millions 
and a little upwards will be actually called for or 


demanded at the Treasury within the year, it will 
only be necessary to provide means to that amount, 
anda sufficient balance in the Treasury to mee 
contingencies, Butif it can be shown that a much 
greater amount of paymeats will be required from 
the ‘Treasury within the year, it must be met by an 
increased supply of means, 

The best mode of detecting and exposing the 
errors of the Secretary will be to take up and exa- 
mine the items in his estymate, both of charge and 
supply, separalely. 

The appropriations estimated by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, as a new and specific charge upon 
the year 184i, amount to a small sum over sixteen 
and a half millions of dollars. This is the lowest 
estimate since 1835. Ido not complain of it be- 
cause it is well enough to bear in mind that it is 
evidently a forced estimate; and for that reason, 
and the further one that the nearer the estimates or 
appropriations for any one year approximate the 
actual wants of the Government, the larger the 
proportion of them which wll be expended within 
the year. The Secretary had said, two years ago, 
that the annual expenditures might, in his opinion, 
be soon reduced to seventeen or eighteen millions 
of doliars; and, to verify, as nearly as possible, his 
own predictions, he made a sort cf Prcerustes bed 
of the Treasury estimates, to which every branch 
of the public service was to be fitted at all hazards. 
These estimates are certainly not adjusted to the 
demands of the public service at the present junc- 
ture, as will abundantly appear from various pub- 
He documents emanating from the Executive de- 
partments. To make the demands of the public 
service square with his standard of expenditures, 
the Secretary, like the tyrant of cla, has lopped of 
a foot here, and a head there, and, had it bren ne- 
cessaty for his purpose, he was even prepared to 
have saccified an entire branch of the public ser- 
vice for a time. Lays 

The next item, or rather the next class of the 
new charges upon the Treasury for the year i841, 
1s one which ihe Secretary could neither add to nor 
diminish—it being the amount which is already ap- 
propriated for tue service of the year, by existing 
laws, to certain specified objects. The aggregate 
amount of this description of new charges is five 
million five hundred and thirteen thousand two 
hundred dollars. The principal item of this 
amount is four millions and a half of dollars, which 
will be required to redeem outstanding Treasury 
notes within the year 1841. The sum of these 
two items or classes of new appropriations, for the 


year 1841, will exhibit the whole amount which 
the Secretary of the Treasury supposes will be ac- 
tually demanded or paid within the year. When 


thrown into 
stand thus: : Ah 
Estimate of appropriations to be made . specifically 
chargeable upon the year 1841. - $16,621,520 
Appropriations specifically chargeable - we 
upon the year 1841, by existing i 


laws, viz: we 
$864,000 


For military service, &c. - 

Public debt, including in- 
terest and first instal- 
ment on debt assumed 
for District of Colum- 
bia - - 

For redemption of Trea- 
sury notes falling due _ . 
within the year = 4,500,000 


149,200 


Total. of. appropriations by existing 

laws - - - +» §,513,20 
Total amount specifically chargeable 

upon the year 1841 - - $22,134,720 

But there is anéther large class of appropria- 
tions chargeable upon the year 1841, which ought to 
be included in the regular and formal statements 
which issue from the Treasury Depariment, but 
which, in general, are only to be ascertained from 
a careful reading of the annual report. I mean 
the balances of appropriations for former years, 
which are outstanding at. the close of one year, 
and become a legal charge upon the ensuiog year, 
without any new legal sanction. These balahices, 
at the end of 1840, appear, from the statement ac- 
companying the annual report and estimates, to 
have been, as I have before stated, ten million four 
hundred and eleven thousand and twenty seven 
dollars. In general, these balances of former ap- 
propriations are the first that are drawn from the 
‘Treasury in each year, and the means, therefore, 
must be provided to meet them in some mode or 
other; but I notice them at present only as consti- 
tuting legally and properly a part of the entire 
charge upon the Treasury in the year 1841. By 
looking into the annual Treasury report, it will be 
found that the Secretary so regards them. Tae 
total amount of appropriations legally chargeable 
upon ths year 1841, according to the Treasury 
statements and estimates, will, therefore, exceed 
thirty-two millions, When expressed in the usual 
form, the account against the Treasury would stand 
thus: 
Amount of appropriations specifically chargeable 
upon the year 1841 . : » $22,134,720 
Amount of former appropriations out- 

standing at the close of the year 

1840, and which become a legal 

charge upon the year 1841. » 10,411,027 
otal amount of appropriations legal- 

ly chargeable upon the year 1841, 

according to the estimates and s'aie- 

ments of the Secretary of the Trea- 

sury . . . . $32 545,747 

But this statement does not show the entire legal 
charge which will exist against the Treacury in 
the year 1841. The Secretary of the Treasury 
makes his estimates upon the basis of the usual 
and current service of the year. The. present Se- 
cretary has never departed from this rule that I 
remember, even ina case as important and pressing 
as an existing war, when.a large force’of militia 
and volunteers were in the field, and large expen- 
ditures had been actually incurred. on their account. 
Such a case occurred in 1837. At tbat time the 
annual estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury 
were made out for the year 1838 (December, 1837) 
there were between five and six thousand mounted 
volunteers on service in Florida, besides four or 
five thousand regular troops. Before the close of 
the year 1837, and very probably before the esti- 
mates for the following year were made out, a 
million of dollars had been expended beyond the 
amount appropriated for that service in that year; 
yet the Secretary took no notice whatever, in bis 
estimates of the expenditures and appropriations 
for the year 1838, of the large and extraordinary 
demands upon the Trezsury which the Fiorida war 


would necessarily produce; nor did he make any . 


provision whatever for the million of dollars then 


the usual Treasury form, they wil- 
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being expended in that service within the year 
1837; beyond the appropriations. The fact, there- 
fore; stated by the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
Evans,] of halfa million of dollars having these 
expended in 1840, tor the vay and subsis- 
tence of the seventeen hundrea mihia now 1m the 
Florida. service, and no notice iaken of it in the 


= 


annual estimates, is no novelty in the conduct ot i 


the honorable Secretary. His usual prac- 
tice in this respect shows how little reliance 
ig to be placed upon his estimates. generally, 
as exhibiting the amount of the probable demands 
upon the Treasury ın any one year. Congress 
has already been called on to vote at the present 
session one hundred and fifty thousand dollars to 
supply the deficiency in the naval pension fund, 
which the Seeretary must have known to exist be- 

‘fore he made out his estimates for the present vear. 

‘This is, therefore,a new charge upon the Trea- 

sury, not included in his annual estimates. To 

“this'we may add ninety-two thousand dollars re- 
ported by the Committee of Ways and Means for 
the same object. We must also inciude m our ac- 
count ofthe new sharges which will certainly be 
created against the Treasury within the present 
year, the amount proposed to be appropriated for 

‘the public buildings in this city, now under con- 

tract, or ina course of construction. ‘Phis sum 

will not fall short of one hundred and fifteen theu- 
sand dollars, and may far exceed that amount, 

We mav also safely estimate that at least two hun- 

dred thuusand dollars will be voted by Congress to 

miscellaneous objects at the present session. This 
item has been set down by: the Secretary of the 

Treasury, in some of his estimates, at one million 

of dollars. In addition to. these several amounts, 

we learn from the speech of the gentleman from 

.Maine [Mr. Evans] that the Secretary of War had 

sent to the Committee of Ways and Means an 

estimate of appropriations for the support of the 

Florida war in the year 1841, amounting to two 

“and a half millions of dollars; and as it appears 

that: a large portion of this amount ha} already 

been expended, and the war still continues, I take 
it for granted that that sum, at least, will be voted 
by Congress for that service. These several items 
of new appropriations, not included in the annual 
estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury, will, of 
course increase the amount already stated as con- 
stituting the gross legal charge upon the Treasury 
in .the year 1841, according to the Treasury esti- 
mates. Stated in the usual form, the whole amount 
legally chargeable upon the Treasury in the year 

1841, will stand thus: 

Total amount legally chargeable upon the Treasu- 
ry in the year 1841, according to the annual 
Treasury estimates and statements, $32,505,747 

New appropriations, not included in 
the Treasury estimates, viz: 

Amount already appropriated to supply 


deficiency in the naval pension 

fund . A « $150,000 
Amount reported by Commit-, 

tee of Ways-and Means for 

the same object. . - « , 92,000 
Amount reported by Commit- 

tee on Public Buildings . ‘115,000 
Amount asked for by Secreta- 

ry of War for support of 

the Florida war . 2,500,000 
Amount of probable appropri- 

ations for miscellaneous ob- 

jects . . + 200,000 


Total of new appropriations 
not included in’ the Treasu- 
ry estimates and slates 
ments ` . meen 3,057,000 


Total amount legally chargeable upon 

the Treasury in the year 1841, $35,562,747 

Of the whole amount thus shown to be chargea- 
ble upon the Treasury in the year 1841, we have 
aiready explained thatten million four hundred 
and eleven thousand and twenty-seven dollars con- 
sist of former appropriations; and although, as al- 
ready stated, these are the first that will be expend- 
ed and paid from the Treasury within tbe vear, yet 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in making out. his 
estimate of ihe amount of meats necessary to meet 
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the actual demands upon the Treasury within the 
year, assumes as the basis of his estimate, that 
there will bea balance of the whole amount of 
appropriations legally chargeable upon the Treasu- 
ry im the year 1841, remaining unexpended or un- 
called for at the end of that year, about as jarge as 
the simi'at aggregate balance outstanding at the end 
of the year 1840. If the Secretary is correct in this 
assumption, then, instead of thirty-five and a half 
millions of dollars, it will only be necessary to pro- 
vide means sufficient to meet a demand of twenty- 
five millions and a litle upwards within the year— 
this being the balance of the entire charge upon the 
Treasury, after deducting an ameunt equal to the 
outstanding balances of former appropriations at 
the end of the year 1840. The question is, whether 
the Secretary of the Treasury has not made too 
high an estimate of the outstanding balances of ap- 
propriations at the close of the present year. 

Now, sir, as to the question whether the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury has not overrated the balance 
of the appropriations chargeable upon the present 
year which will be outstanding at the close of it, 
and for which he thinks it unnecessary tomake any 
provision within the year. In deciding upon the 
probable amount of the appropriations of the pre- 
sent andf ormer years which will be outstanding at 
the end of this year, it is necessary to look into the 
nature and condition of the service and objects for 
which they were voted by Congress. Of the ten 
millions and upwards of these balance: which ap- 
pear from the Treasury statements to have been 
outstanding at the close of 1840, the largest portion — 
in fact, nearly all of them—were specifically chargea- 
ble upon the year 1840. From the same statement it 
appears that upwards of six millions and a half of 
the entire amount have been expended or applied 
to the service of the last year, but the paymenis 
therefor have not been demanded or made from the 
Treasury. They, therefore, continue to be a legal 
charge upon the Treasury during the present year 
and until paid. 'Fhe condition of this part of these 
outstanding balances may be made more intelligible 
by the employment of aterm not strictly admis- 
sible in financial parlance. They may be properly 
represented as mortgaged or secured for the pay- 
ment of debts already due by the Gevernment, or 
for the fulfilment of contracts and engagements en- 
tered into before the close of the year 1840, and 
which remain to be paid in the year 1841. An- 
other, and the only remaining portion of these 
balances, after the transfer of a small part to the 
surplus fund, has not been expended or applied to 
the service of any former year; they have been 
postponed, and remain over to be expended or ap- 
plied to the objects for which they were originally 
appropriated within the year*1841. These unap- 
plied or postponed balances amount, as appears 
from the Treasury statements, to upwards of three 
and a half millions of dollars. They might and 
cught to have been applied to the service of the 
year 1840, had there been sufficient time after they 
were passed by Congress, or had the Executive 
been pleased to do,so, but which were not so ap- 
plied, either for want of time or inclination. The 
obligation on the Executive to expend or apply 
these unapplied or postponed balances within the 
present year is just as binding as though they were 
made a specific charge upon 1841 by law. 

It is true that the Executive administration may 
so manage as to postpone or suspend the applica- 
tion of a portion of these unapplied balances to 
another year, as the present Administration has 
done within the last two years. In the same man- 
ner a large portion of the expenditure of the new 
appropriations for the present year may be post- 
poned until 1842; but, in both cases, it would bea 
postponement—a suspension (except as to a small 
part, in its nature contingent, and which may ue- 
ver be wanted) against law, and in violation of a 
high moral, as well as legal and constitutional duty. 
When Congress appropriates moneys, it is meant 
that they should be applied to the respective 
branches of the public service for which they were 
designed as speedily as may be consistent with the 
nature and demands of the objects. The Execu- 
tive, except in cases expressly provided, is vested 
with no discretion in the matter, and the assump- 
tion of it isan abuse ot power. It is the exercise 


of adispensing- power. Executive influence ard 
patronage are necessarily increased when authority 
is assumed to apply large sums of money, or not, 
at discretion, to objects and interests in which large 
bodies of men fee! a personal concern. 

It may be of use to notice briefly the nature and 
history of these outstanding balances within the 
last ten or twelve years. They have attracted too 
little attention from Congress. The theory of our 
system of annual and specific appropriations sup- 
poses or requires, in general, that the appropria- 
tions made by law for the service of a year shall be 
expended or applied within that year to the objects 
specified. This is so at least as to all appro- 
priations not contingent in their nature, or not in 
their terms confined to the service of a single year, 
To carry out this theory rigorously would often be 
very inconvenient, and sometimes impossible. For 
example: Payments upon contracts for supplies of 
the army and navy; upon contracts for supplying 
timber to the navy; and even the pay of the army 
and navy, from the nature of the service, cannot 
always be made at regular periods. In such cases, 
although the expenditures may be said to be in- 
curred within the year, the payments a'e often not 
made from the Treasury until after the close of the 
year for which the appropriations were made. But 
a constitutional and faithful administration of 
the Government requires that the appropriations 
and the expenditures for each year shall corre- 
spond as nearly as possible. By the existing 
practice, the Government assumes the power to re- 
duce or enlarge the expenditures within the year, 
atits discretion. The practice of the present Ad- 
ministration, in this respect, will put it in the power 
of the Governmeat, within the present year, for 
example, to expend twenty-five or six millions of 
dollars, proviced the Treasury is sufficiently reple- 
nished, although the new appropriations specilical- 
ly chargeable upon the year may not exceed twen- 
ty-two millions; and of the whole amount legally 
chargeable upon the Treasury in 1841, we have 
seen that the Secretary estimates that upwards of 
ten millions will remain either unexpended or un- 
called for at the close of the year. This is an 
abuse for which there is no adequate apology or 
necessity. Jf the Secretary is right in his estimate 
of the probable balance ef outstanding appropria- 
tions at the end of the present year, he might and 
ought to have brought down his estimates of new 
appropriations to twelve instead of sixteen millions 
of dollars. ‘The progress of this abuse deserves no- 
tice. The charge upon the year 1829, consisting 
of former appropriations, I find was of applied but 
unpaid balances, three million four hundred and 
seventy-eight thousand three hundred and eighty- 
four dollars, while the amount of unapplied or 
postpened balances was two hundred and twenty- 
seven thousand eight hundred and seven dollars 
only. In 1830 the applied balances lying over for 
payment amounted to two million four bundred 
and fifty-seven thousand dollars, and the unapplied 
to eight hundred and sixty-two thousand dollars. In 
1832 the applied balances were three million four 
hundred and twenty-three thousand dollars, and the 
unapplied five hundred and one thousand dollars. In 
1834 the applied balances were five million one 
hundred and ninety thousand dollars, and the un- 
applied four hundred and forty-nine thousand dol- 
lars. After that year this irregularity increased in 
so rapid a ratio that, at the close of the year 1836, 
ihe aggregate amount of these balances was six- 
teen millions seven hundred and filty-two thousand 
dollars. At the close of the year 1837 they 
amounted to fourteen million one bundred and fif- 
iy-seven thousand dollars. And we have already 
seen thal at the close of the year 1840, while the 
applied balances were only six million six hundred 
and sixty-one thousand one hundred and 
twenty-three dollars, showing an increase of 
this class of balances since 1829 of about one hun- 
dred per cent. the uaapp.ied or pestpened balances 
were three million seven hundred and forty-nine 
thousand nine hundred and four dollars, an amount 
more than sixteen times greater than the same class 
of balances in 1829! 

In order to form some just estimate of the propor- 
tion of these three million seven hundred and forty ° 
nine thousand nine hundred and four dollars of the 
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unapplied appropriations of former years, which 
will be expended within ihe year 1841, allow me 
to point out some of the most considerable items 
which make up the amount as they appear in the 
Treasury estimate, First, there is the sum of eight 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars applicable to 
the pay and subsistence of the army. The second 
1 will note is the sum ofsix hundred and fifty- 
seven thousand four hundred and sixty-two dollars 
applied to the payment of pensions. A third is the 
sum of four hundred and forty thousand seven 
hundred and ten dollars applicable to the ordnance 
department. The last I shail enumerate is the 
sum of eight hundred and sixteen thousand four 
hundred and forty-three dollars which remain of 
last year’s appropriations applicable to fortifica- 
tions. These four items make an aggregate of two 
million seven hundred and sixty-two thousand six 
hundred and five dollars; and from the nature of 
them I infer that every cent of them will be or 
ought to be expended within the year in addition 
to the amountof new appropriations. A part of 
the sum applicable to pensions may Jie over. 

It will be found that the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury himself was conscious when did up his report 
that it would not be altogether safe to rely upon so 
large an amount of appropriations outstanding at 
the close of 1841. He suggests “that a greater 
proportion of outstanding appropriations at the end 
of the year 1840 than will be left unexpended of the 
new charges imposed.” Why this suggestion? Un- 
doubtedly because he well knew that there were 
circumstances calculated to produce this result, 
which could not Jong escape detection. He knew 
that the policy of staving off every demand against 
the Treasury as the slightest pretext existed for 
doing so, which has prevailed for the last two 
years, was obliged to come to light. He also well 
knew the extent to which the practice has obtained 
of late of postponing or suspending the application 
or expenditure of appropriations. The policy in 
both cases has been dictated by the low state of the 
public funds, and the effect has been to cause a 
heavier drain upon the Treasury in the ensuing 
year; and at the same time to ensure the necessity 
of applying or expending a larger proportion of 
poth the old and the new appropriations to the 
rightful objects-within the present year. Another 
cause of an increased expenditure in the year 1841 
may be added: the appropriations for the year 1840 
were passed at so late a season of the year that a 
large amount of them could not be expended for 
want of time, and, as to a part of them, there was 
a suspension authorized by law. 

It sometimes happens that Congress makes a 
- large appropriation, which, from its nature, cannot 
be expended within one year; and such appropria- 
tions of course cause a temporary increase of the 
palances at the end of the year. One example of 
this kind is to be found in the appropriation of up- 
wards of five millions for carrying into effect the 
Cherokee treaty. This amount hung like a-dark 
cloud upon the Treasury for several years, but it 
is now so much reduced that it is no longer of any 
importance. No similar appropriations of. very 
great extent swell the present amountof these ba- 
Jances. Upon the whole, I conclude that, from all 
the causes and from all the reasons I have assign- 
ed, instead of ten millions remaining unpaid or 
unapplied at the end of the present year, (1841,) 
the balance so remaining of both classes will not 
exceed six millions of dollars, if it turns out so 
much. Deduct this amount from the gross sum 
shown to be chargeable upon the Treasury in the 
year 1841, and the remainder will show the true 
amount for which a cash provision must be made 
within the year. I will make the statement in the 
usual form: 

Total amount legally chargeable upon the Trea- 
sury within the year 1841, as before stated and 
explained. . : e 85,562,747 

Deduct amount of balance of applied 
and unapplied or postponed appro- 
priations, which will probably he 
outstanding at the end of the year 
1841 as : x $ 


6,000,000 


Amount of aetual demands upon the 
Treasury in the year 1841, and for 


men en ne ce 
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which provision must be made - $29,562,747 
This amount must be provided for in some form 
or other. The Secretary of the Treasury estimates 
the balance of cash means in the Treasury, at the 
close of the year 1840, at one million five hundred 
and ninety thousand} eight hundred and fifty-five 
dollars; but this is but a small portion of the whole 
sum required during the year. 
crétary propose to make up the balance? He in- 
forms us that two hundred thousand dollars will 
probably be collected from debtor banks; from mis- 
cellaneous sources eighty thousand dollars; and 
that, until the 31st of March, an authority will ex- 
ist, under the act of 3lst March, 1840, to issue 
three hundred and forty-two thousand six hundred 
and eighteen dollars in Treasury notes, provided 
the whole emission outstanding} does not exceed 
five millions of dollars. These several items, sup- 
posing them all to be available to the extent stated, 
make an aggregate of means amounting to two 
million two hundred and thirteen thousand four 
handred and seventy-three dollars. But the main 
resource relied upon by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to meet the demands upon the Treasury is the 
receipts from the customs and lands within the 
year. From the customs he estimates that there 
will be received, in the course of the year, nine-— 
teen millions, and from the sales of the public lands 
three millions and a half of dollars; making the 
aggregate receipts from the two sources twenty-two 
millions and a half of dollars. This amount, 
added to the aggregate sum of the smailer items of 
supply first enumerated, will make the total means 
of the Treasury during the year 1841, according to 
the statements and estimates of the Secretary, 
twenty-four millions seven hundred and thirteen 
thousand four hundred and seventy-three dollars. 
This amount, deducted from the twenty-nine mil- 
lion five hundred and sixty-two thousand seven 
hundred and forty-seven dollars, the amount which, 
as I have shown, will probably be demanded at 
the Treasury within the year, will leave a deficit 
amounting to four million eight hundred and forty- 
nine thousand two hundred and seventy-four dol- 
lars. Stated in the usual form, the account be- 
tween the wants of the Treasury within the year 
and the supplies estimate] by the Secretary will 
stand thus: 
The probable amount of actual demands upon the 
Treasury within the year 1841 . $29,562,747 
Means stated and estimated by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, viz: 
Amount which will be collected from 
debtor banks in the year 1841 
$200,000 
Amount which will be col- 
lected from miscellane- 
ous sources. S 
Amount of Treasury notes 
which may be issued un- 
der act of 3lst of March, 
1840 . ‘ x 
Amount of the estimated 
balance in the Treasury 
at the close of the year 
1840 . . . 


80,000 


342,618 


1,590,855 


Estimated amount of re- $e 


ceipts from customs 
within the year 1841 . 

Estimated amount from 
sales of public lands in 
the year 1841 


19,000,000 


3,500,000 


Total of means stated and estimated 


by the Secretary of the Treasury . 24,713,473 


Deficit e . $4,849,274 


It must be observed that the deficiency here stated 
will result, without leaving a balance of one cent 
in the Treasury to meet contingencies. But it is 
more important at present to analyze the nature 
and substance of the means stated by the Secretary 
of the Treasury; how much of them is cash, or 
equivalent to cash; and what portion of them eon- 
sists of mere speculation, dependent upon conjec- 
tural estimates, which, in these times of great and 
sudden fluctuations, are seldom more than half 
equal to cash. The balance in the Treasury at 
the close of 1840, whatever it may be, and the au- 
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thority to make a further issue of Treasury notes, 
are the only cash items in the whole. budget of 
means brought forward by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. Of the twenty-four millions. and up- 
wards which he_ supposes will be received: into 
the Treasury during the year, nineteen mil- 
lions are dependent upon the amount of impor- 
tations and the receipt of duties upon them. 
How does the Secretary arrive at the conelu- 
sion that the customs will yield this amount within 
the present year? Upon what information of large 
orders sent out or of inereasing. importations does 
he found this expectation? He does not tell; and I 
was surprised, not to say astonished, to hear the 
Chairman of the Committee of Ways. and Means 
declare that he looked only to the statement of the 
Secretary of the Treasury upon that point, and, 
that he went no further; contenting himself with 


. the observation that the Secretary was. the chief of- 


ficer of the Government entrusted with the manage- 
ment of the finances, that he was presumed to be the 
best informed upon this whole subject, and that he 
could not rely upon better authority. The honora- 
ble chairman did not even condescend to. state the 


_data in possession of the Secretary of the Treasu- 


ry, and upon which he founded his estimate of the 
receipts from customs; nor did it appear to the 
House that the chairman himself had been so far 
honored and confided in by the Secretary as to 
communicate to him the information he had col- 
lected upon that subject. And has this House, the 
constitutional revenue-raising branch of the Na- 
tional Legislature, and has the Committee of Ways 
and Means, the appointed and trusted organ of the 
money-raising power of the House, “skrunk to this 
little measure?” It was not so of old! We are-re- 
quired not only to take the mere estimates of the 
Secretary of the Treasury as equal to cash in de- 
ciding upon the sufficiency of means to meet the 
demands upon the Treasury and to uphold the pub- 
lie credit within the year, but we are not even put 
in possession of the grounds upon which he makes 
them out. The Committee of Ways and Means, 
so far as we can see from their course in relation to 
this bill, have neither eyes to see, nor ears to hear, 
nor tongue to speak, any thing but as they are ad- 
vised and directed by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. sti : 

Can any gentleman on this floor for his life give 
any reason why the receipts from the customs in 
the present year should be estimated at nineteen 
millions instead of eighteen or twenty? . Why, in- 
deed, should they be set down at a greater amount 
than fifteen millions? A reasonable degree of cer- 
tainty oughl, at least, to be required when the faith 
and credit of the Government are to depend upon 
their estimates. The receipts from customs last 
year (1840) were thirteen millions and a half, as- 
certained and estimated. The receipts for this 
year are set down as good for five millions anda 
half more than they yielded last year. All the 
light we have received upon this subject since the 
date of the annual estimate is contained in the let- 
ter of the Secretary of the Treasury read by the 
Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
in the opening of this discussion. In that letter 
he informs the committee that the nett receipts 
from the customs for the present (current) quarter 
of the year will not exceed three millions of dol- 
lars. This would indicate a considerable falling 
off from the original estimate. At this rate of 
quarterly receipts, the customs will not yield more 
than twelve millions of dollars; but my friend from 
Maine, who is a member of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and who is better informed on 
this subject than | am, thinks the original estimate 
of the Secretary not too high, yet the argument 
employed by himself does not corroborate this con- 
clusion. He siated that he thought the estimate of 
three millions for the first quarter of the year low 
enough, but he felt confident that the receipts for 
the two succeeding quarters of the year would 
be fifty per cent: higher. Admit it to be so., The 
second and third quarter’s revenue from customs will 
then amount to four millions and a half each, or 
nine millions of dollars for the two. -Suppose also 
that the fourth and last quarter of the year will 
supply an equal amount, (a case not very supposa- 
ble, considering the large reduction of duties which, 
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is to take place at the end of the year,) the total 
amount of: receipts’ from customs would then be 
only sixteen millions añd a half, an amount less 
than the original estimate of the Secretary of the 
Treasury by two and a ‘half millions. I beg leave 
to say that FE think the estimate of sixteen millions 
ahd a half quite high enough to be assumed as cer- 
tain—so certain, that’ no provision need be made 
bylaw for supplying any deficiency in the revenue 
below that point, when’ we aro deciding upon the 
necessary supplies tor the support of Government, 
and ‘maintaining the ‘public faith during the year. 
The revenue:froin the customs may, indeed, tern 
out to be much greater than the original estimate 
ofthe Secretary of the Treasury. The precise 
amount of receipts from customs must always be 
subject to much uncertainty. I was quite con- 
founded, when I beard the honorable chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, after he had, 
with the utmost complacency, declared his inten- 
tion of relying upon the estimates of the Secretary 
of the Treasnry as the very’ best authority he could 
consult, and that we must take them as the basis of 
our supplies for the support of the public credit 
during the year, turn about and argue in direct 
terms’that there was no sort ‘of certainty in these 
estimates; nor could: there be, from the nature. of 
the source ofthis branch of the revenue—the com- 
mercé'of the country, the fluctuations and revul- 
sions of which being so great and irregular as to 
defy all calculation. “Happy,” he said, “would 
the man be who could make a -close approxima- 
tion to the actual receipts” in his estimates. Yet, 
sir, it is these uncertain and unreliabl2 estimates, 
and, in the case of the receipts from customs, as- 
sumed to exceed in the present year those of the 
last‘ more than five milions of dollars, that we are 
to consider as a certain cash fund to meet actual 
demands upon the Treasury to their full amount 
within the year. What though it should tura out 
that the receipts from customs within ihe year may 
exceed nineteen’ millions, does that possibiliiy 
weaken the argument that, in providing the ways 
and means to support the public faith and credit, 
‘we Should’ make our estimates so moderate and 
reasonable, that if we err atall, we should err on 
the safe side, that we should be sure not to exceed 
the actual receiprs? Every circumstance con- 
sidered, which may and ought to influence the im- 
portations within the present year—the small stock 
of goods on hand, and the reviving trade and confi- 
dence on the one hand, and the danger of over im- 
portation on the eve of the great reduction of duties 
{0 ocenr so soon on the other—satisfies me that six- 
‘teen millions and a half is as bighan estimate. of 
the receipts from customs in the present year as can 
be safely relied‘ on. gt <a 
‘Another item of the Secretary's estimate, I be- 
lieve, will tarn owt to be quite too high. I allude 
to the estimated receipts from ‘public lands. He 
states them at three and a half millions. This is a 
much larger amount than appears to have been re- 
ceived within the past year. The receipts from 
this source in 1840 probably have not excceded two 
and a half millions of dollars. Upon what theory 
‘of ‘increasing prosperity—upon what just expecta- 
tot of a sound and abundant cirenla'ing medium 
likely to be teälized within the year 1841, does the 
‘Becretary basè his calculations on this poin?. Do 
Wwe not well know that the season of bank resump- 
tion. is’ always one- of. diminished currency, of 
Straitened means’ among the people? Again, sir: 
where’ are thosé tracts ‘of new and fertile lands 
which are'to’ be “browght into market within the 
resent year—what fine and virgin region is yet to 
e offered to the cupidity ‘of the Speculator,. or to 
the more humble ambition of the pioneer and set- 
tler, wbich holds out the prospect of increased ‘sales 
and receip's from that sotrce within the present 
year? IfI wanted evidence’ of the over estimate 
of the Secretary of the Treasury in relation to this 
branch of the revenue, I need go no further than 
his own more recent statements, contained in the 
letter read by the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Za that letter he informed the committée that the 
receipts from public lands within the current quar: 
ter of the present year, will not exceed four hun- 
aed ‘and fifty thousand dollars, -At this rate the 
receipts of the whole year from that source, will 
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notexceed one million eight hundred theusand déllars 

You, sir, [Mr. Casny,] know thatthe expecta- 
tions indulged by the Secretary on this. subject are, 
and must be, delusive. If we receive two and a 
half millions from lands this year, we will do well. 

I do not forget that the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, in his annual report, holds out the prospect of 
an increase of receipts from the lands during the 
year from the adoption of the pre-emption and gra- 
duation policy—but this too is all a delusion—a 
humbug. Itis only a continuation of that system 
of imposture with which the country has been so 
long misguided and lured on to the most injurious 
and destructive measures. The supporters of the 
pre-emption and graduation principles in the future 
sales of the public lands well know thatthe receipts 
from that source will not be increased to the 
amount of one cent within the year, even if they 
should succeed in carrying out the views they pro- 
fess upon this subject at the present session. I go 
farther. I say they not only do not expect any in- 
crease of means from that source; but they do not 
intend that there shall be any. If]am wrong in 
this statement, I challenge any gentleman who 


. knows the contrary to rise in his place and correct 


me. No, sir, they know they have no intention of 
patting any additional means from this soure? into 
the Treasury within the present year. Yet we 
continually hear that the Treasury is to be repie- 
nished by the passage of a pre-emption law. 

[Mr. Hungar of Alabama said that he intend- 
ed that sales should be effected under the pre-emp- 
uon law, if it should pass, during the present year, 
and he added that a Jarge amount of the public 
lands had been surveyed and could be entered 
within the year. | 

Ido not undertake, said Mr. Betz, to speak of 
the views of every individual among the 
friends of the Administration, in or cut of 
he House, upon this subject. I only speak 
of the aggregate intention and policy of the 
patty now and lately in power; and I know them 
to be such as I now state, from the most conclu- 
sive facts and circumstances. But, let me ask the 
gentleman from Alabama, though he may notin- 
tend !o prohibit prompt payment from the setiler or 
the present owner of a farm, who may wish to buy 
adjoining lands, under the graduation principle, if 
he intends to compel immediate payments, or, ra- 
ther, if he does not intend to give time? Does he 
not know that the determination isto give at least 
tweive months’ credit to both the settlers and hold- 
ers of adjuining lands? Sir, I have long been a 
close observer of their policy. The gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Reynotps]} brought the subject 
of the graduation policy before the House at an 
early day of the session, and he made quite an ef- 
fective speech upon the subject, but nota syllable 
did he utter to commit bim to the policy of imme- 
diate sales and prompt payment. The pre-emption 
principle has been chiefly discussed in the Senate, 
and, alihough Ihave been kept ‘from my place 
here by indisposition for several weeks, I have not 
Jost sight of the important movements now making 
on the political chessboard. I have been so 
attentive to them that Iam able to-aftirm with con- 
fidence that no money was iatended to be brought 
into the Treasury, within the year, by the adoption 
of either of the measures alluded to. 

[Here Mr. Revnotps rose and remarked that, as 
he had been alluded to, he would explain what he 
had said upon the subject of the public land if be 
was permitled.] 

It is not necessary, said Mr. Beru. I have read 
the gentleman’s speech, though I did not bear it. 
I understand him well. Iwill do him the justice 
tosay that he is one of the most ingenious gentle- 
men in this House. He excels in the art of getting 
along with the people, if I may be allowed to con- 
vey in common phraseology the idea of superior 
tact and address in electioneering. But, at the 


-Same time, it ought to be borne in mind that many 


an honest ard confiding people are most egregious- 
ly and grievously deceived and imposed upon by 
such talents. Yes, sir, I understand the gentle- 
man’s speech well enough, and there is nothing in 
it to contradict the views I have expressed. I have 
also noticed the shape of the pre-emption bill in- 


troduced in the other branch of Congress, and the 
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course of the remarks made in its support. That 
but is a perfect model of legislative diplomacy. 
There is.not a word in it that indicates the lime of 
payment by the settlers. 
intended that a single settler shall pay a dollar 
within the year, unless he does it voluntarily. Nor 
do I find fault with the policy of the friends of the 
bill in this respect. In the first place, good money 
is very scarce in the West, as every Where else. 
If the banks do not resume, the money cannot be 
had, to any great extent; and the settler would lose 
his pre-emption right for the want of means, and 
his improvements would fall into the hands of 
speculators and capitalists from other sections. of 
the country. On theother hand, if the banks should 
resume specie payments in the West, to require the 
settlers to pay for their lands immediately would 
Shut them up again. So that either way great 
mischief would ensue. 

But I undertake to say, if the door were thrown 
wide open, and it were in the power of the advo- 
cates of the graduation and pre-emption policy to 
carry out the plans which they profess to have so 
much at heart, at the present session, they would 
not doso. Ihave known them too long, and ùn- 


derstand them too well, to believe they would set- . 


tle both these questions at this time, if they could. 
For six continuous years have I warned the sincere 
and candid advocates of this. change in our land 
system, that it was not meant by the great leaders 
to settle these questions for a series of years to 
come. Iam not sure that the managers of this 
subject out of the House desire that the pre-emp- 
tion bill should pass at the present session. To. 
pass both, I am sure, is not designed, for that would 
exhaust their sicck in trade; and the peop!e in the 
far West could no longer be made the dupes of 
those who profess exclusive devotion to their inte- 
rests, All agitation upon this subject would hence- 
forward cease, and those who live and hope to rise 
by it would lose at once their occupation and their 
prospects, There are gentlemen present, and from 
the West, and who belong to the majority in this 
House, who know that I have expressed these 
views to them privately for the last six years. I 
do not mean to be understood, in these remarks, as 
being opposed to the pre-emption policy, or to the 
engrafting of the graduation principle upon our 
land system. On the contrary, I bave been unie 
formly in favor of the pre-emption policy—believ- 
ing it far better that the right should be enjoyed un- 
der legal sanctions than in violation of law. 
And I believe it will be expedient to adopt the 
gracuation principle also. But, upon such gues- 
tions, I think our Jaws should be fixed and perma- 
nent. Oar policy ought to be proclaimed and esta- 
blished in advance of the settlement of the fine re- 
gions of the West, that are brought into market 
every year ortwo. This whole question ought to 
be settled, not only for the sake of the West, but 
for the honor of the couniry and its institutions. 

I beg pardon of the committee for this digres- 
sion. Itisasubjecttoo nearly allied to the one 
under debate to pass without any notice; and it was 
too full of immediate interest, in other aspects than 
that which relates to this question, to justify mein 
saying less upon it. My prime object was to show 
that we have no reason to expect any increase of 
receipts into the Treasury from the public lands 
within the year, by any change in the land system. 


| [have already expressed the conviction that two 


millions and a half would be the maximum of re- 
ceipis from that source within the year, or, at all 
events, that it would be unsafe to rely upon a 
greater amount. 

If I have not erred in assuming that sixteen and 
a half millions of dollars from customs, and two 
and a half millions from lands, were the highest 
amounts which could be safely and confidently re- 
lied upcn from these sources within the year, the 
means of the Treasury will be less than the Secre- 
tary estimated them by the sum of three millions 
and a half-—that being the difference between his 
estimate of the receipts from customs and lands 
and the one I have stated and rely upon. This 
will, of course, show an increased deficit ‘in the 
means of the Treasury in the year 1841; and in- 
stead of four million nine hundred and fourteen 
thousand six hundred and seventeen dollars, as be- 


Yet F know that it is not. 
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fore stated, there will be wanting eight million four 
hundred and sixteen thousand six hundred and 
seventeen dollars of additional means to meet the 
‘public engagements and actual demands upon the 
"'freasury during the year 1841. 

“Bat this isnot the whole amount of additional 
means which must be provided, if we intend to 
make full and adequate provision for the support 
of the public faith and credit. The large deficit I 
have just stated will arise without allowing a ba- 
Jance of one dollar in the Treasury to meet unex- 
pected or contingent demands—not one cent to car- 
ry on the operations of the Mint. The Sccretary 
of the Treasury himself informs us, in his annual 
report, that a Jess balance in the Treasury, at all 
times, than five or six millions of dollars is neither 
judicious nor safe; and he has earnestly invoked 
the attention of Congress to this point for the last 
three or four years. Gentlernen may differ as to 
what would be a proper excess of means over the 
estimated demands upon the Treasury within the 
year. It seems to me that what would be a safe 
rule with individuals of moderate fortunes or in- 
comes, in the management of their private affairs, 
would hold good with a Government of moderate 
revenues and expenditures, like our own. A quar- 
ter’s income or revenue should always be heid in 
reserve to meet those emergencies which often 
arise in the affairs both of individuals and Govern- 
ments. Five millions, by this rule, would not ex- 
ceed a proper allowance for the Government. 
This provision of a suitable balance in the Treasu- 
ry will then make a total deficit ia the means of 
the Treasury during the year of thirteen million 
four hundred and sixteen thoysand six hundred and 
seventeen do:lars, This statement of the true con- 
dition of the Treasury will be better understood by 
assuming the usual synoptical form: 

Deficit in the means of the Treasury according to 

. the estimate of receipts from customs and lands, 

submitied by the Secretary of the Treasury, 

f : $4,916,617 
Add for error in the estimate of the re- 

ceipts from customs and lands in the 
year 1841, being the difference be- 
» tween twenty-two millions and a 
half, his estimate of means derivable 
from both sources, and nineteen mil- 
lions, the highest estimate that can be 


safely relied upon . n - 3,500,000 

Add for suitable and expedient balance 
` in the Treasury > . . » 5,000,000 
Total deficit . . .« $13,416,617 


But it is proposed to authorize the issué of five 
milions of Treasury notes by the present bill. 
Suppose the bill passed; there would still be a defi- 
ciency, after deducting that amount, of nearly eight 

“wnilons*andfa half. When we advert to the 
large claims upon the Government growing out of 
the Forida war and the execution of Indian trea- 
ties, which we hear of every day, and which it is 
now so manifest it has been the policy of the Ad- 
ministration to defer the settlement of to some more 
propitious time, there can scarcely be a doubt that 
the real deficiency in the Treasury during the pre- 
sent year, if the credit and justice of the Govern- 
ment be properly upheld, will not fall. short of fif- 
teen millions of dollars. I feel quite sure there are 
existing claims or demands upon the Government 
in the quarters I have indicaled more than sufficient 
to balance any error into which I may have been 
betrayed by my zeal in my estimate of the receipts 
and expenditures in the present year. . 

Before í close my remarks upon this branch of 
the subject, I wish to advert for a moment to the 
Hot unv-ual, though extravacant—n«t to say ridicu- 
Jous—assumption of the friends of the Admini- 
stration, that this bilis only intended to anticipate 
the resources of the Treasury within the year. The 
idea is actually held out by the terms of the bill, 
that these five millions may be redeemed within 
the present year. And the honorable chairman of 
the Commitie of Ways asd Means rehearses the 
old stóry, “that the resources of the Treasury are 
stilbample enough, and it is only intended to antici- 
pate them fora short period.” If this is any thing 
else but downright mockery or burlesque, it sup- 
Poses that the the receipts from customs and lands 
within the year, instead of amounting to twenty- 


two millions and a half, according 1o the estimate 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, will amount to 
twenty-seven and a half millions, But, sir, old 
habits are hard to overcome. For the last three 
years, the necessity of these Treasury. note bills 
was saddled upon the poor banks, crippled and 
broken down as many of them were by the policy 
of the late and present Administrations. The story 
went, if the banks would only pay what they 
owed the Government, there would be no use for 
Treasury notes. That fund having been exhausted 
ithas become necessary to invent some other pre- 
text. Now, itis said that the receipts from cus- 
toms and lands flow into the Treasury in the first 
quarter of the year too slowly to meet the immedi- 
atedemands upon it. The artificeis too shallow. 
The country is no longer deceived by it. 

But, Mr. Chairman, if the condition of the Trea- 
sury in the present year is gloomy enough, what 
are we to think of the year 1842? With a debt of 
at Jeast ten millions entailed upon the Treasury in 
that year, growing .out of the deficiencies of the 
present, and a revenue from customs reduced five 
millions below the probable receipts of this year, or 
yielding not more than ten or eleven millions, what 
does our duty require of us at this point of time? 
After December, 1841, says the Secretary of the 
Treasury in his: Annual Report, a reduction of 
duties under the existing tariff will take effect to the 
amount of about two millions and a ha'f of dollars. 
Oa the Ist of July afterwards, (1842) “at least two 
millions and a half more of duties will be re- 
moved” “Ifthe imports, then,” continues the Se- 
cretary, “should not differ much from those of 
1838, this would leave an income from them not 
probably exceeding ten or eleven millions of dol- 
lars yearly.” Eleven millions from customs and 
three miliions from lands, which would be a libe- 
ral estimate of receipts from that source, will make 
the aggregate revenue for the year 1842 net more 
than fourteen millions of dollars. Unu) the Navy, 
now almostina state of general dilapidation, and 
the ather public defences, are putupon a respecta- 
ble and safe footing; and especially while our rela- 
tions with Great Briiain remain in their present 
unsettled condition, I take it fur granted that the an- 
nual and current expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, exclusive of the public debt incurred by the 
present Administration, cannot fall below twen- 
ty millions of dollars; though, under other cir- 
cumstances, they might be reduced to seventeen 
or eighteen millions. Here, then, is exhibited a 
certain and inevitable deficiency in the future an- 
nual revenues of the Government to the amount 
of five or six millions of dollars. The public 
debt or deficiency already existing, and which must 
constitute a charge upon the receipts of next year, 
we have seen, exceeds ten millions—making to- 
gether at least fifteen millions of dollars, which 
must be provided for to meet the deficiency in the 
revenue of 1842. It will not surprise me, sir, if 
the deficiency in the means of the Treasury next 
year shall be twenty millions; but I will suppose, 
for the present, thatit will not exceed fifteen millions. 
This state of things, it would seem, ought to sink 
all partisan feelings, and unite both sides of the 
House in an effort to provide, in advance, for a 
deficiency which cannot but be embarrassing to the 
Government and to the country generally. Bat, 
instead of finding the majorities of the two Houses 
of Congress engaged in making an adequate and 
necessary provision for the support of Government 
during the next and suceeeding years, what do we 
behold? The veteran leaders, nothing daunted by 
past adventures and miscarriages, and with all the 
animation and hope that beleng to youth and new 
enterprises, are renewing their bids for the Ameri- 
can Purre. They are ready io dispose of the 
public domain at any price that will assure to them 
the great reward they aspire to. Nothing seems of 
sufficient interest and importance to occupy their 
attention bat pre-emption and graduation bills. 
The agitation, at least, upon these subjects, must 
not be permitted to slumber. The future and cere 
tain embarrassments of the Treasury scarcely re- 
ceive a pasting thought from them. 

The ume hasecme, sir, in my opinion, when we 
should think seriously of making some permanent 
provision upon thissubject. It is premature, in the 

epinion of some, to legislate upon this subject. 


That depends upon the remedy which it is mast 
expedient to adopt. | If it shall be-thought the bést 
and wisest policy to supply the’ anticipated defie 
ciency in the revenue by the use’ of the credit or thé 
Government—in the contiuuation of a public debt; 
either in the disguize of Treasury notes, -or- more 

openly by loan—then I admit the necessity of im- 
mediate legislation is not so clear. ` But the idea of 
public debt appears to be totally repudiated by the 

present majority in Congress, An admitted and 

undisguised public debt; whatever may be thought 

óf one under color. of Treasury notes, is so abhor- 
rent to their feelings, that in no emergency which 

can arise in time of peace will they countenance it. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual re- 
port, condemns, in the most unqualified manner, 
the use of Treasury notes as a means of providing 
for a permanent deficiency in the revenue, such as 
he says will take place in 1842. ‘What other alter- 
natives are presented to our choice? Direct taxes; 
such a retrenchment of the pablic expenditures as 
will bring them down to the reduced revenues'of 
the Government; or such a revision of the existing 

tarif as will supply the anticipated deficiency. 

Direct taxes appear to have few advocates of late. 

All seem to consider that remedy wholly inadmis- 

sible. If there be any who entertain different 

views on this point, they ought now to bring them 

forward. Ifa retrenchment of the public expendi- 

tures can be effecied without injury to the pablic 

service, to such extent as to bring them down to 

the standard of the annual revenue without the 

imposition of new duties upon foreign goods of any 

kind, that would undoubtedly be the most appro- 

priate remedy. Bat if a revision of the tarif 

shall be considered the appropriate remedy, I 

shall contend that the earliest day we can proceed 

to.act upon the subject will be the fittest, if indeed 

it is not absolutely indispensable we should do “so 

in order to avoid great confusion and embarrass» 

ment to the commercial as well as the financial 
interests of the country. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual 
report, expresses the opinion that the choice of 
remedies will be between “some large reduc- 
tion of expenditures”—“vigorous eystem of re» 
trenchment,” and “some modifications of the pre- 
sent tariff.” His favorite scheme is the reduc- 
tion of the expenditures to the standard of the. 
revenue as it will be in 1842, without a revision 
of the tariff or new taxes of any kind: ` Is ‘the 
scheme.of bringing down the annual expenditures at 
once to fourteen millions of dollars practicable? 
If the honorable Secretary is sincere in the expres- 
sion of his sentiments upon this point, what assu- 
rance has he furnished the public of his sincerity 
in the course of his administration of the Trea- 
sury? While General Jackson was in power, he 
was one of his most efficient advisers and advo~ 
cates. So also has he been of bis successor. ` He 
has been six years at the head of the Treasury. 
Yet inthe period of their joint terms the expense 
of the collection ef the customs alone has increased, 
from about seven hundred thousand toia million 
and a half of dollars. The honorable Secretary 
maintains in his annual report that, if the reduc- 
tions in the expenditures be “pushed vigorously,” 
“it would supersede the necessity” “either of a 
higher tariff, direct taxes, or permanent debts.” 
What branches of the public expenditure does the 
Secretary proprost to retrench, so as to bring them 
down at once four or five millions below his esti- 
mates for the present year? He favors us with no 
specifications on this point. Let us see if wecan 
infer them from his past labors in the work of re- 
trenchment. He informs us that considerable re- 
trenchments have already been made in the publie 
expenditures, within the last two years especially. 
ThefPresident, in bis last annual message, makes 
| the same statement, and dwells upon it with much 
compiacency; and he, too, appears to be pleased 


|| with the prospect of future curtailment in the pub- 


lic expenditures. I propose to examine the cha- 
racter and circumstances of these boasted retrench- 
ments. The President assumes to himself great 
merit upon the subject of economy, and claims to 
have commenced a system of retrenchment from 
the time he came into office in 1837. He states 
that “the severe revalsion in the commerce and 
business of the country, pointing with unerring 
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certainty to a great and protracted reduction in the 
revenue, strengthened the propriety of the earliest 
pacticable reduction of the public expenditures.” 
“The attention of every department of the Go- 
vernment was immediately directed to that end, 
and has been so continued to the present moment.” 
Let us test the correctness of thisstatement of the Pre- 
dent by the prominent features of bis. administration 
in the years 1837 and 1838, connected with the 
public expenditures and finances. Between four 


-and five thousand troops were ealled or admitted 


and continued in the service in Florida more than 
the Commanding General recommended as useful 
or necessary; and, cons:quently, upwards of two 
millions. and a half of collars were expended in 
that war in. the course of that year, in addition to 
the four millions which bad been appropriated by 
Congress before the new Adminisiration com- 
menced—thus making the whole expenditure for 
that service in the year 1837 amount to seven and 
a half millions of dollars. In December, 1837, 
the Secretary of the Treasury included in his an- 
nual estimates for the service of the year 1838 
appropriations to the amount of six hundred and 
sixty-four thousand dollars for the construction of 
roads, and one million and sixty-five thousand 
dollars for the improvement of harbors, rivers, &c. 
and Congress actually voted to both these clesses 
of objects upwards of a million and a half of 
dollars. 

For the services of the Florida war, in 1838, 
there were appropriated and expended upwards of 
six millions of dollars, In December, 1:32, we find 
the Secretary of the Treasury once more presenting 
his annual estimates of appropriations for the ser- 
vice of 1839, including the sum of five hundred and 
eighty-seven thousand dollars for roads, and one 
million seven hundred and thirteen thousand six 
hundred and ninety dollars for harbors, rivers, &e. 
T refer to the estimates of the Treasury in this 
branch of the public expenditures to show that the 
President and his Secretary did not then consider 
Toads, harbors, and rivers proper objects of retrench- 
ment under the orders which he states he gave to 
the Departments in 1837, to carry outin good faith 
ihe policy of “the earliest practicable reduction of 
the public expenditure,” In his annual message 
of 1837, he stated that “it seemed proper in the 
condition of the country, to have the estimates on 
all subjects made as low zs practicable, without 
prejudice to any great public measure.” “The 
Departments were therefore directed to prepare the 
estimates accordingly,” and he was “happy to find 
that they bal been able to graduate tnem on so 
economical a scale.” It is curious to trace the 
progress of this new-born passion for economy in 
its operation on the measures and recommendations 
of the President. We have seen that the eslimates 
and appropriations for roads, rivers, and harbors 
for the service of the year 1838 (the first year over 
the expenditures of which, as the President states 
in another part of his message, he had any control) 
amounted to upwards of `a million and a half of 
dollars. In the same year "more than six millions 
were appropriated and expended in the Florida 
war. Tı was also in the same year that, in pursu- 
ance of the recommendation of the President, the 
rank and file of the regular army was increased 
from about eight to between twelve and thirteen thou- 
sand men; thus imposing upon the country a new 
and permanent charge of nearly a million of dollars. 
In the Same year, and upon the express recommen- 
dation of the President, the staff of the army and 
the ordnance Corps were also reorganized and en- 
larged, and forty-seven new officers added to the 
military and topozraphical corps of engineers, in 
order, chiefly, to secure a more effective superin- 
tendence of works of internal improvement. So 
much for the reductions effected by Mr. Van Buren 
and his economical Secretary in ths first two years 
of the present Administration. 

The President may with some more propriety 
advert tothe reductions which have taken place 
within the last two years; but let us see what credit 
he may properly take to himself on that score. At 
the first session of Congress which followed the en- 
largement of the'military and topographical corps, 
a majority of Congress rejected the entire estimates 
for works of that nature. Andin the next annua: 
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message of the President, we find a corresponding 
change in his tone and language with regard to re- 
trenchment and economy. In his message of De- 
cember of 1839, he informs Congress that he had 
“directed the estimates for 1840 to be subjected to 
the severest scrutiny, and to be limited to the abso- 
lute requirements of the public service.” I will 
not stop here to inquire how much below the pre- 
scribed standard of 1840 the public expenditures 
can be properly reduced in order to square with the 
revenue in 1842. I will simply ask how it was 
that in the fall of 1839 the necessity for reduced es- 
timates aad expenditures was so much more impe- 
rative than it wasin 1837. We were borrowing 
money and issuing Treasury notes in 1837, and 
again in 1838, at the rate of ten millions per an- 
num. The expenses, also, of the Ficrida war, 
were then kept at their maximam. It is apparent, 
therefore, whatever the President may declare to 
the contrary, that there was no serious effort to re- 
duce the public expenditures within the two first 
years of his Administration. 

Let us inquire into the nature and extent of the 
reductions which have taken place in 1839 and 
1840. The President in his Jast annual message 
boasts that the expenditures of 1839 were reduced 
six millions below those of 1838. That was a 
most wonderful performance, indeed. How was it 
brought about? In 1838, as we have seen, there 
were upwards of six millions expended vpon the 
Florida war; and upon roads, rivers, and harbors, 
a million and a balf. In the year 1839, there were 
expended in the Florida war one milion eight hun- 
dred thousand dollars only, and upon roads, rivers, 
and harbors, nothing at all; so that the difference 
between these two items of expenditure in the two 
years (1838 and 1839) comes within three hundred 
thousand dollars of the whole saving in 1839, so 
much vaunted of by the President and his support- 
ers, The operation was effected simply by reducing 
the number of troops in Florida in 1839, without 
any favorable change in the circumstances of the 
war, and the voting down by Congress of all the 
appropriations included in the annual estimates for 
internal improvements. This may he stated as the 
sum total of the President’s merits on this score, ® 

But the President claims to have redneed the 
expenditures of 1840 two or three millions below 
those of 1839. Let ussee how this may be ac- 
counted for. There were appropriated fer the ser- 
vice of the Florida war in 1839 one million eight 
hundred thousand dollars, as already stated, but 
for the same service in 1840 only three hundred 
thousand dollars. This would male a difference 
in the expenses of the two years of a million and a 
half of dollars, It now appears that half a million 
of dollars were expended in the Florida war in 
1840, which was not provided for in the appropria- 
tions of that year, and which, of course, will jn- 
crease the amount of expenditures for that year by 
thatsum. The appropriations for fortifieations and 
the ordnance service in the year 1839 were ene 
million one hundred and fifty-two thousand dollars, 
which were nearly all expended in that year, while 
out of more than one million seven hundred thoa- 
sand dollars appropriated to the same objects in 
1840, not quite halfa million was expended in that 
year. There was, therefore, a difference in the €X- 
penditures of the two years upon these three ob- 
jeets alone, viz: the Florida war, fortifications, and 
ordnance service, of npwards of two millions of 
dollars. 

But, says the President in his last message, the 
expenditures in 1840 will appear to be nine or ten 
millions less than those of 1837. Let us see how 
this was effected, and what credit the President can 
jusily claim on that account. The expenditures 
for the Florida war in 1837, as has already been 
Stated, amounted to seven anda half millions of 
dollars. Upon roads, rivers, harbors, &e. and upon 
new light-houses, the public documevis wit show 
an expenditure in that year of three million two 
hundred and pinety-six thousand goliars, making 
together the sum of ten million seven hundred and 
ninety-six thousand dollars. The expenditures up- 
on similar objects in 1840 did not exceed the sum 
of eight hundred thousand dollars, and this was 
confined to the Florida war alone. Thus is the 
extraordinary difference between the expenditure 
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of 1837 and of 1840 fully accounted for, simply by 
the curtailment of the expenses of the Ficrida war, 
and the refusal of Congress to make any appropri- 
ations for internal improvements of any kind. The 
only retrenchment worth notice, therefore, in what 
has been considered, for the last twelve years, the 
ordinary and. current expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, has been the withholding of all appropria- 
tions for the Cumberland road, for the improve- 
ment of the great navigable rivers, the harbors up- 
on the Alaniic and Lake frontier, and the building 
of new light houses for the convenience and safety 
of commerce. The next most censiderable re- 
trenchments have been effected in the expenditares 
upon the navy, the fortifications and other esta- 
blishments counecied with the public defences—the 
most deserving, the most suffering, and the most 
important of all objects of public expenditure. All 
other retrenchments, especially such as looked to 
the reduction of «ffices and agencies, or the emolu- 
ments connected with thom, have not exceeded fifty 
thousaad dollars, nor do I know that so much bas 
been retrenched in that branch cf the public expen- 
diture. 

It would be easy to demonstrate from the Execu- 
live documents that the system of retrenchment, 
Meagre as it was, entered upon two years ago, in 
respect to the Navy, the Ordnance department, and 
the defences of the frontiers, Atlantic, Lake, and 
interior Western, has been carried into execution 
in opposition to the earnest remonstrances of every 
scientific and patriotic servant of the public, both 
military and naval; that after the engineers zuper- 
intending the works in progress - for the public de- 
fence had cut down their estimates to the lowest 
point consistent with the necessary progress cf the 
works !o prevent dilapidation, the Heads of De- 
partments actually reduced them still lower, in 
order to comply with their arbitrary standard of 
expediency and economy. In December, 1839, 
when the chief of the engineer corps demanded 
ove million, one hundred and ninet; -sight thou. 
sand dolla:s for fortifications, to be expended in 
1840, asthe least that the public service would 
admit, censistently with the idea of sensible pro- 
gress upon the works deemed most essential to the 
safely of our opulent cities and other exposed poiats 
on the frontier, and, of course, concerning deeply 
the honor as well as safety of the country, the Se- 
cretary of War first reduced them thiee hundred 
thousand doliars, and the Committee of Ways and 
Means finally reported no moze than two hundred 
and ninety-eight thousand dollars! Such has been 
the contracted and impulitic character of the re- 
trenchment with which these recent converts to re- 
form bave commensed their work, Pre navy and 
the other public defences appear to be the oniy de- 
stined victims of their system. Ard this, too, ata 
period when we not only have frequent alarms of 
war withthe most powerful nation in the world, 
but when we kaow that the pending subjects of 
controversy with that power are involved in so 
much difficulty that it may nét be in our power to 
avoid a war by the practice of the greatest cau- 
tion. 

I trust, sir, that these two nations are too en- 
ligh'ened to suffer themselves to be plunged into a 
War, on account of interests really so inconsidera~ 
b'e as these in dispute. But when we reflect that 
wars oftener arise out of mere points of honor and 
of supposed or actual insults to national pride than 
from any greater causes, we have no guaranty for 
the continuance of pacific relations between the 
two countries. In view, appareatly, of a possible 
rapture with England, the annual mezsage of the 
President in December, 1839, contained an earnest 
invocation to a vigorous prosecution of the system 
of defence recommended by our miliary and naval 
officers. That message contains this passage: 

“The present condition of the defences of our principal sea: 
ports and navy yards, as represented by the accompanying re- 


port of the Secretary of War, calls for the early and serious 
attention of Congress,” 


Yet, strange to tell, in the same message, the 
President directs that the estimates for the year 
1840 should be subjected to the severest scrutiny, 
and that they should be limited to the absolute re- 
quirements of ihe public Service; and when we also 
bear in mind that it was in the appropriations for 
the same year (1840) (upon the estimates made out 
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in December, 1839) that the extraordinary reduc-- 


tion from about twelve hundred thousand dollars, 
‘demanded for fortifications, to a litle less than 
‘three hundred thousand dollars, took place, it must 
be admitted by all that there has been neither sin- 
cerity in the professions, nor system or consistency 
~in the recommendations and measures of the Ad- 
“ministration on this subject. 

As to the policy of lopping off about two mil- 
lions of the usual expenditures upon the Cumber- 
Tand road, rivers, harbors, &c. there is a d.versity 
of opinion and interest, The sections immediately 
interested, of course, feel the strongest objections. 
Tdo not mean to enter on a discussion of the ex- 
pediency or justice of this retrenchment. I have 
long thought that these improvements, if carried 
on at all, should be subject to some fixed and 
known rules—some system which should give a 
proper assurance that the objects were such as re- 
quired by their utility and national character the 
aid of the General Government. But how do 
these views and the recent course of the Adminis- 
tration stand with their former practice? _ In the 
year 1838, as has been already stated, the military 
and topographical corps of engineers were largely 
increased upon the recommendation of the Presi- 
dent, with express reference to the continuation of 
these works, the utter abandonment and condem- 
nation of which is assumed as a high and patriotic 
virtue in 1839 and 1840. 

It is pretended that the President and the party 
to which he belongs since 1839 have been guided 
in their public course by the Republican maxims 
of a strict construction of the Constitution and a 
rigid economy in the public expendigures; and they 
are now proclaimed as virtuous and consistent re- 
formers, for having dispensed with all approp: ia- 
tions for the Cumberland road, rivers, harbors, &c. 
If any one is disposed to test their consistency and 
principles by their course in relation to the Cum- 
berland road, let him remember that, since Mr. 
Van Buren came iuto ofice he has signed and ap- 
proved of appropriations to ihat road to the 

. amount of nine hundred and fifty-seven thou- 
sand dollars; and that General Jackson, before 
him, approved of a similar disposition of the 
public moneys, amounting tothree million two hun- 
dred thousand dollars, making an aggregate of up- 
wards of four millions expended upon this road 
since General Jackson came into power. If the 
improvement of harbors, rivers, &c. is preferred as 
a test, then be it remembered that Mr. Van Buren, 
in his brief term of power, has approved bills 
granting three millions six bundred and eighty-five 
thousand dollars to these objects, and that General 
Jackson, in the course of his admunistration, sanc- 
tioned the appropriation of six million four hun- 
dred thousand dollars to like objects, making an 
aggregate of upwards of ten “millions of dollars 
expended upon such works during the administra- 
tions of General Jackson and Mr. Van Buren. It 
would be useless to comment at length upon these 
facts. The Cumberland road, after an expendi- 
ture, altogether, since its commencement, of six or 
seven millions of dollars, (being nearly finished 
throughout the whole extent of one great State, 
and remaining half finished in two others,) ap- 
pears destined to stand a magnificent monument of 
national caprice and folly. The numerous works 
for the imprcvement of harbors upon the lakes, in 
varicus stages of progress, which have cost the 
country so much treasure, with the full approba- 
tion of the leaders of the party now in power, te 
main exposed to utter loss and destruction from the 
winds and the waves. It would seem to me that 

. gentlemen whose consciences had been pliant 
enough to apply so many millions to these objects 
already, might, without any greatly increased re- 
sponsibility, have stretched them‘a little further, 
and completed what they had begun at so much 
cost to the country. But it seems they have dis- 
covered that it is better that the millions which 
have already been expended should become a total 
loss than that their principles of economy and con- 
stitutional construction should any longer suffer 
violation. What a pity this, when we refiect that 
more money was utterly wasted in a single cam- 
paign ia Florida than would be required to finish 
the Cumberland road, and in the whole war quite 


enough to finish all the works projected for the im- 
provement of the iake navigation. 

I have pursued this subject of retrenchment, 
which has made so great a figure in the Executive 
messages and reports for the last two years, into 
some details, that I might discover, if possible, what 
branches of the public expenditure might be still 
further retrenched in the prosecution of the “vigor- 
ous” system of reduction yecommended by the Se- 
eretary of the Treasury, a. order to limit the an- 
nual expenditures to the sum of thirteen or fourteen 
millions of dollars in 1842 and succeeding years. 
Reductions in the navy, in fortifications, and the 
ordnance service, can go no further, unless these 
branches of the public defence are intended to 
share the fate of the lake harbors and other works 
ef a similar nature. Seeing the course of the Ad- 
ministration with regard to appropriations for the 
public defences, it may surprise gentlemen who 
have not turned their attention to this subject, to be 
informed that an elaborate and able report was 
made to the Senate at the last session of Coneress 
by a board of able, skilful, and experienced officers 
attached te the military service, in which they state 
that a further expenditure of at least fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars will be required to complete what 
may be called a reasonable, a gcod system of de- 
fence upon our Atiantic, Northern, and inland 
frontiers, including ordnance and the necessary ar- 
mament of fortifications. Not a perfect system— 
far from it; but such a one as may save our large 
towns and border settlements from plunder and de- 
vastation, and the national honor from deep dis- 
grace upon a sudden outbreak of war. The Board 
of Naval Officers at the same time report .that it 
would require an expenditure of upwards of fifty- 
five millions to place the navy proper, the navy 
yards, depots, &c. &e. including large supplies of 
timber, &c. in a condition to commence a war. If 
this estimate should exceed the resources of the 
country, still, when we reficet upon the increasing 
armaments of other and rival powers, and the still 
extending circle of their acquisitions in every part 
of the world; and especially when we contemplate 
the magnitude of American interests, the extent 
and value of our foreign commerce, which depend 
for their protection, their very existence, npon our 
naval establishment, we cannot doubt that that the 
country will sanction a liberal measure of appro- 
priations to this favorite branch of the public ser- 
vice. Into what other department of the public 
expenditure, then, does the Secretary expect to push 
his system of reduction? I need not say, sir, that 
I regard the opinion expressed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury upon this point as an unworthy pre- 
tension to economy, which, under the circumstances 
of the country, and in view of his own past con- 
duct, must be considered by all as hollow, and 
merely intended to catch the applause of the igro- 
rant. 

The only alternative, then, which remains for 
supplying the prospective deficiency in the revenue 
is a revision of the existing tariff. Certain aux- 
iliary means or remedies of some importance, it is 
true, are recommended by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. I allude to the correction of the undue 
and disproportioned allowances of drawbacks upon 
certain articles, the reduction of fishing bounties; 
but, above all, the prevention of the gross evasions 
and frauds alleged to be practised under the present 
tariff. If these corrections shovid take place, it is 
assumed that a considerable increase of revenue 
might be expected under the existing tariff of du- 
ties. Why, then, have not these remedies been 
urged with appropriate zeal by those gentlemen 
who are so averse to the imposition cf any new 
duties, to any new tax:s, even npon silks and 
wines? Why have these patrictis defenders of 
Southern interests staod eng silent and indiffe- 
rent spectators? Why have not the Committee of 
Ways and Means moved in this business? These 
evils are now of lorg standing. Where are the 
bills reported from that ecmmittes for their correc- 
tion? er, if reported, when have they been pressed 
upon the consideration cf this House? It is a sub- 
ject peculiarly and appropriately within the juris- 
diction of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
We have had repeated and continued applicatiens 
for new loans or the issue of Treasury notes to sup- 


ply deficiencies in the means of the Treasury: but 
when, I repeat, have we seen any movement 7 
which locked to a permanent supply? Have we 
not seen, sir, this subject of evasions and frauds in 
the collection of the revenue—this continued viola-. - 
tion of existing laws—quietly surrendered, session 
after session, to the Committee on Manufactures, 
of which the distinguished gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Apams] is chairman, as if there was 
no interest in the country concerned in the due 
execution of the Jaws, or tre faithful collection of 
the revenue, but that of the manufacturer? The 
times, indeed, are sadly out of joint when stch 
things may be, and yet attract no serious notice— 
excite no surprise. How long, sir, will this state 
of things be patiently tolerated by any portion of 
the people of this country? . 

It is quite of- a piece with the same system of 
omission and disregard for every thing which looks 
to the due enforcement of existing revenue Jaws, 
that now, when a national debt is rejected and dé- 
nounced as a policy alike injurious and dangerous 
—when direct taxes are either wholly disapproved or 
known to be condemned by public sentiment— 
when a large and permanent deficiency in the reve- 
nue of the next and succeeding years is not only 
foreseen but acknowledged by the Secretary. him- 
self——when, in the present state of the establish- 
ments designed for the public defenee, it is clear 
that an immediate reduction of the annual expen- 
ditures to the standard of the future revenue (to 
fourteen millions of dollars) is impracticable—and . 
when a revision of the tariff-is the only remaining 
alternative for supplying the deficit—we should be 
stunned by a sudden outery against the imposition 
of new duties upon any articles whatever. We 
are told, if we proceed in that direction we shall 
find a “lion in our path’—that a high protective 
tariff will inevitably be the ‘resuli—that there 
can be no medium, no middle ground, be- 
tween a modification of the existing tariff 
and a renewal of the odious policy of 1828in 
all its rigor—that the whole South ought to take in- 
stant alarm and meet this question on the threshold. 
I do not mean to argue this question in detail, sir. 
I only desire to place the unreasonableness—the 
absurdity of the course of our opponents upon this 
subject, in such a light as to make them obvious to 
the most careless observer. I need not say; sit, 
that, in any revision of the tarif contemplated by 
me, I look to the increase only upon some, and the 
imposition of new duties upon such other articles as 
may be taxed consistently with the compromise act 
of 1833, and, in doing so, to lay the charge chiefly 
upon such articles as are commonly regarded as 
luxuries, 

There is one observation, Mr. Chairman, not 
directly connected with the subject under discus- 
sion, and partaking rather more of a party nature 
tban any thing I have before said, that appears to 
me so appropriate while upon this point, that I 
cannot forbear to make it before I sit down. In 
the leading public journals, in the speeches and ad- 
dresses of notorious partisans, both in and out of 
this House, we have heard and read repeated 
charges against the party which so signally tri- 
umphed at the late election, against the Whigs as 
an aggrega‘e body, that they owe their success to 
the perpetration of the most stupendous frauds, and 
the intervention of foreign influence—tio the poten- 
cy ofa foreign money power, to British gold; that 
the leading and prominent members, indeed, of the 
Whig party are but the tools and instruments of 
foreign interests—traitors to the honor and welfare 
of their own country, and the slaves of foreign cor- 
repiion. American institutions, their efficiency, 
their value, their stability, are in consequence de- 
preciated, decried, and seandalized all over Europe, 
white many of the same journals, the same artful 
and prominent leaders throughout the Southern 
and Southwestern sections of the Union are, at the 
self same time, often in the self same harangues, 
wih equal vehemence, with equal assurance and 
confidence of success in rousing the prejudices and 
blinding the judgments, denouncing the Whig 
party as got up and cemented mainly by Northern 
interests; that their grand purpose all along has 
been to reconstruct the famous American system 
upon its old foundations; and that, besides a splen- 
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did and costly system of internal improvements, 


the Southern and planing interests are once more 
to groan under renewed restrictions and burdens 
upon foreign commerce, and the intolerable weight 
of high protective duties, laid to enrich the manu- 
facturers of the North and East. The meaning of 
all this, sir, when properly interpreted, is, that we 
areno longer to consume the products of British 
capital and British industry; that we are about to 
set. bounds to the system of foreign eredit, which 
subjects both our domestic trade and currency to 
sach ruinous vicissitudes and revulsions;. in short, 
that instead of upholding the policy which only 
enriches the foreign capitalist, increases the wealth 
and financial resources of rival nations abroad, 
we design to adopt a system of home produc- 
tion and policy which will tend materially to 


redace and cripple the energies of Great Britain and | 


other foreign nations with whom we have any con- 
siderable commercial connections. If these ad- 
verse and c-ntradictory charges be true, the Whigs 
will certainly be the most arrant and ungratefal 
knaves recorded in history: for while they arein- 
debted to foreign gold and foreign influences for 
their present triumph, it woold seem that they had 
determined to use the first memenis of their power 
to. make unrelenting war upon the interests of their 
foreign patrons and friends. 
of regarding ourselves, Mr. Chairman, the most 
enlightened people inthe world; and, taking the 
people as a whole, I belicve we are so. But that 
such downright absurdities and nonsense should 
pass current for rational and probable truths, and 
that any of our leading statesmen should conde- 
scend to practise such impostares, shows that we 
are yet far in the rear ot that degree of enlighten- 
ment which the due efficiency and preservation of 
our free system require. 
I shall concinde, Mr. Chairman, with repeating 
the sentiment with which I set out. If those who 
arein the majority in Congress desire to avoid the 


inconvenience and exposure of a called session of 


Congress, they have it in their power to do il. 
They must, in the first place, make adequate pro- 
vision for the deficiency in the revenues and means 
of the Treasury the present year. To do this they 
must authorize the issue of ten millions of Treasn- 
ry noies at least; when they bave done this, if it is 
decided that the increased deficiency of the next 
year ought to be provided for by a revision of the 
tariff, they shouid set to work to effect that object 
atthe present session. It will be too late at the 
commencement cf the next regular rexs'on to pro- 
vide by tariff regulatiens tor any deficiency io the 
revenue for 1842. No bill for that purpose would 
probably pass until four or five mouths of the ses- 
sion had elapsed. AH such regulations, further- 
more, must be prospective. In the mean time, the 
country will be flooded with the importation ef 
free goods in anticipation of the charges abont to 
be laid upon them. The whole trade and ba-iness 
of tha country will be in danger of being thrown 
into confusion and disorder; and as to any defisit 
in the means of the Treasury in that year, the only 
remedy which will then be in our power will bea 
Joan, more Treasury notes, or a national debi. All 
these inconveniences will result if we fail to act 
early in the present year, and all the responsibility 
for them will rest upon those who have the power 
to anticipate and avoid them, but fail or refuse to 
exercise it, 


SPEECH OF MR. THOMPSON, 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA. © j} 
Inthe House of A-presentotives, January 91,4841— 

On the bill to authorize the issue of ‘Zreasury 

notes. = 

The House being in Committee of the Whole 
on tbe siate of the Union upon the bill making 
provision for the issue of five millions of Treasury 
notes— 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, of South Caroli- 
na, addressed the committee as follows: 

Ic is not my purpose again to discass the consti- 
tutional power of Congress to issue Lreasory noies, 
intended to circalate as a currency. It is notne- 
cessary for any practical purpose that I shouid do 
so; and, if it was, I should regard it as a work al- 


We are inthe habit | 


together superfluous nnul-the arguments heretofore 
made on that point have been answered, which, as 
yet, has not been done. I have no wish to disturb 
the selfcomplacency of the Secretary, nor to con- 
trovert the assertion in his report of the ‘financial 
ability” with which he says, with equal truth and 
delicacy, *‘the affairs of the country have been 
managed by him.” Considering his present pecu- 
liar condition, he is entitled to some indulgence, as 
he has been tried, and all that remuins to him is “to 
show cause why the sentence cf the law should not 
be pronounced;” and in all such cases much latis 
tude is allowed. The honorable Secretary congra- 
tulates the country that, “notwithstanding some de- 
pressions in particular branches of business, or in 
particular places, the general prosperity has been 
such as to create a large surplus of products, and 
to enable us to send abroad immense and increased 
values of them, however great the complaints have 
been as to low prices.” 

I certainly do not envy the man who, having 
charge of the most responsible office in the Go- 
vernment—one which wields a power over the cur- 
rency and business of the country little short of ab- 
scluie autocracy—and who, by a series of experi- 
ments, recklessly and ignorantly made, has re- 
duced the pubiic Treasury to bankruptey—earried 
insolvency and misery inio the abodes of affluence 
and happiness-—-waged an unceasing and Vandal 
war upon commerce and eredit—repeating his 
blows before the flesh had ceased to quiver from 
those already inflicted, haviag at last reduccd oar 
imponations almost one-third by destroying, not 
the wants of ovr people for forcign commodities, 
but their ab-lity to purehase them, and reduced the 
value of every one of the preduets of our indus 
try-—now coolly congratulates the country that he 
has not also destroyed the physical ability to labor 
and produce—hat the limbs and sinews of our 
people are lett uaerushed—'hat they still Jabor in» 
dusiriously—alihough, itis true, they get very little 
for the productions of thatlabor, 

We have been told by the Chairman of the 
Ways and Means ihat this measure is only tempo- 
rary, and that the-c notes will be redeemed within 
the year. If that honorable gentleman will tara to 
his speech at the last session, on a similar proposi. 
tion, he will find that he tuld us the very same 
thing and “in ipsissimis verbis.” I then, as now, 
said that it Was net true, and that no one intelli- 
gent of the condit:on of the country could think so. 
And what has been the resul? But the honorable 
member says, who could have anticipated sucha 
falling off in the customs?—who could have anti- 
cipated such a curtailment of importation? I an- 
swer,every man in the United States of any intel- 
ligcpee, execpt the Seeretary. This, as far as I 
am coucerned, ix no ex post facto prophecy. Ina 
speech made early in the last session I ured this 
language: 

“The receipts inio the Treasury will be less, very much less, 
than the relary estimates, and the expenditures much greater 
than those estimates. ‘Ihe revenue from customs for the firat 
quarter, which was estimated at $3,600,000, will not be one mil- 
hon, and the prospect for the future is not more cheering. 
Goods will not be imported, for many reasons. There are more 
goods now in the country than are needed in a healthy condition 
of commerce and currency, Very many more than ean be sold at 
all, as things are. ‘To whom js the importing merchant to sel] 
these goods? Fo tie country merchant. ‘Fo whom js he in 
tura to selj them? ‘So the people. Lf he does, he will not re- 
ceive payment, Poey want the goods, but they have no money 
to buy them, No, sir, instead of duties on importa, we are des- 
unel to drawbacks on exports, The gaods canno: be sold, and 
the only alternative js to re-export them, or let them rot on the 
shelves.” 

The two identical things have cecurred which 
were predieted-—a diminution of imporis, and in- 


| crease of drawbacks. The account in the report of 


the Secretary, after the events, with a change of a 
very few words, is the same as my confient pre- 
diction before; and yet he regards it as a great won- 
dey; and the chairman cf the Ways and Means 
most innocently exciaims, who could have anticipa- 
ted this? I answer, any one, not wilfully blind. 
We wanted foreign goods, it is true, bur we wanted 
also the ability to buy them. The great Jaw of de- 
mand and sappiy governs this, as all the other ope- 
rauons of commerce. But what is demand? - It is 
not simply ihe wants of a community, but it is com- 
pounded of thoss wants, and an ability te bay. 
‘The Camanche Indians, no-deubt, need fiity mil- 
lions of merchandise, but they have not the means 


of beying. Would any one, then, say that there 
was a demand there for these fifty millions? Cer- 
tainly not.. The severe and protracted pressure 
which we have been suffering, has cut down the 
consumption of every class of sociely to the lowest 
possible point. Never has there been a greater re- 
volution in the personal circumstances and habits 
of a people—a change almost instantaneous from 
repletion to inanition—from profuse indulgence to 
a parsimonious economy. Men have been re- 
strained to the pressing wants of absolute necessity. 
What wonder, then, that importations have been 
diminished as the market has been reduced, and 
that the public lands have remained unsold toa 
people who have had no money to purchase them. 
But it was not at the last session alone that we 
were told that tese loans were only temporary. It 
has been the uniform language which has been he'd 
to us. I well remember that more than two years 
aga my colleague [Mr. RuerT] read me a severe 
lecture, because I preferred a loan—an honest, 
bona fide, constitutional loan—to this fraudulent, 
deceptive, and usconstitutional measure. He was 
amazed that I, a Southern man, should be in favor 
of a publicž debt. I could not then, as I cannot 
now, see any difference in that particular be:ween 
a debt contracted by the issuing of certificates of 
s'ock, bearing five per cent. interest, and the issue 
of Treasury notes to the same amount, bearing five 
percent. interest. Icould not see that it was the 
less a debt when the obligation was precisely the 
same, because these obligations were written on 
different kinds of paper, and with different engrav- 
ings and devices, nor because, in the case of stock; 
we should have one hundred creditors, instead of, 
by this measnre, five thousand. But I did see 
another, and, to me, not an unimportant difference; 
the one was a measure clearly constitutional, the 
other palpably and dangerously unconstitutional. 
And what was the reply—the single and only re- 
piy? Why, it was this: that the loan would be a 
permanent debt, and that these notes would be re- 
deemed probably in three, certainly in six months. 
How has the result falsified this calculation? And 
yet the very same men, one and all, with a modest 
seif-complacency ~I had almost said with cool assu- 
rance—come and make to us, with an air of oracular 
confidence, the very same predictions which the re- 
sult has already thrice falsified. Tam opposed to 
these temporary and unconstitutional expedients to 
raise money—this spendthbrift course of not looking 
one month ahead to anticipate the exigency, but 
providing for it under present and extreme pres- 
sure, and then only providing for it, not by pay- 
ing, but by changing the form of the debt; this Jere- 
my Diddler policy of living from hand to mouth, 
and depending forever on the last resource of all 
reckless spendthrifts, of borrowing or giving a note; 
and, I repeat, that the financial ability of the pre- 
sent Secretary seems to be summed up in the rare 
art of giving anote. No, sir, letus come up to 
the work. Let us meet the emergeney with the 
firmness and intelligence of statesmen, and provide 
permanent means for meeting a permanent deficit 
in the revenues, and abandon this course of tem- 
porary expedients as dishonoring in the end to the 
credit and character of a Government as it is to 
those of an individual. That there will be a defi- 
ciency of means to meet the demands on the Trea- 
sury, I cannot suppose thatany one doubts. It has 
already been demonstrated by those who have pre- 
ceded me, and if I again advert, however briefly, 
to that branch of the subject, it is aot with the idle 
and unnecessary purpose of showing the inaccura- 
cies of the Secretary, his want of intelligence, cr his 

want ofcandor, That would be to pile Pelion 
upon Ossa—one more added to the multitude of his 

mistakes would not even be noticed; if any ose of 
his estimates has been venfied. by results for the 

last three years, I am ignorant of it, Certain it is 

that mistake is the general rale—accuracy the ex- 

ception. I do not in the least doubt that Mr. 

Woodbury will leave the Treasury twenty millions 

in debt. I am ceriain fifieen millions, Will the 

accruing revenue support the Government, how- 

ever economical, and pay this debt? It will not. 

I do not believe’that those revenues will even meet 

the current expenses of the Government, even if 
things stand as they are, without any of those ex- 
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‘traordinary demands to which a wise forecast 
should look. It was said by the member from 
Fennessze, [Mr. BELL] that it seemed that these 
estimates were manufactured with a view to square 
the receipts with the disbursements. It is strictly 
true; the estimates of receipis are habitually ex- 
aggerated, and the expenditures as habitually re- 
duced: l have heard—I do not vouch for it, but I 
believe it—that, previous to the last session, the Se- 
eretary, having made up his estimates of the re- 
esipts, called upon the heads of the different de- 
partments for their estimates of expenditures, 
urging that those estimates should be reduced to the 
Jowest possible point. It was done. For these 
wise and candid rulers of ours exhaust all their 
economy in their estimates, and praciise all their 
extravagance in the actual appropriations. Well, 
sir, the estimates were presented to him, and they 
were found to exceed the estimated receipts by 
some three millions. What was to be done? Pro- 
vide. additional .resources. Oh, no; but to put 
down in the report, haphazard, three millions in 
addition to the estimate of receipts already made. 
Iwill show, from the report of the Secretary hima- 
self, that items of appropriation which he knew 
were now existing and must be met, are not in- 
claded in his estimates; and he tells us himself that 
the heads of the oiher departments estimate the ex- 
penditures of their respective departments higher 
than he does. Whois most aptto be correct— 
they who are presumed to be conversant with the 
citcumstances and calls upon their particular de- 
partments, or the Secretary of the Treasury? He 
assumes to know more of the sitaation of the War 
and Navy Departments than the heads of those de- 
partments themseives do. 

‘The estimated amouat of Treasury notes to be 
redeemed during the next year only includes these 
already issued, and the small balance authorized 
to be issued under the existing law, and yet this is 
urged upon us as an accurate estimate im the dis- 
cussion of a proposition, which no one doubts will 
pass, to authorize the emission of five millions 
more. Here, then, is at once an additionalitem of 
five millions. We are informed by the S-cretary 
that the amount of unexpended appropriations 
which will be called for in the next year is three 
million seven hundred and forty-nine thousand dol- 
Jars. Here is a subsisting charge upon the Trez- 
sury to an immense amount. There js no evading 
it. Iv is not even looked to in the estimates. It 
must be met, and yet no provision is asked for it. 
Is it surprising that, with this habitual want of 
foreeast to see fature calls upon the Treasury, and, 
when seen, a want of candor to say so, our Frea- 
sury.is always straitened, and that, with all the 
slang about saving the plighted faith of the coun- 
try from violation, we are, again. and again, urged 
with ah indecent haste to adopt a measure perni* 
cious in its consequences, and in violation of the 
Constitution? Once for all, let me answer this cry 
about plighted faith, I, sir, have plighted my faith 
by the most solemn sanction known to man, ‘to 
preserve the Constitution—that faith I will main- 
tain, whatever other may be violated—and let the 
responsibility that may result, be it what it mey, 
rest with those whose incompetency has created 
the emergency, not with me, because I will not 
violate the Constitution to mest it. If you add to 
these items of near nine millions, three hundred 
thousand dollars due the State of Maine—a large 
and admitted deficiency in the Post Office, much 
larger, no doubt, than is admitted—the abstraction 
of the two per cent. fund of about $800,000 by the 
States of Alabama and Mississippi, you have a 
clear excess over the estimates of more than ten 
millions. If to these be added the large balances 
due to public creditors of all sorts, especially on 
account of the Florida war, and the funds neces- 
Sary for the prosecution of that war, unless this 
Government is to be forever regardless of all the 
Obligations of duty, and deaf to the calls of hu- 
Manity, and the appropriations for certain works 
of defence.on the most economical scale of absc- 
lute and present necessity, and there will be added 
atleast five millions more of appropria‘ions—not 
probable, but. certain and inevitable—making fif- 
teen millions more than the report estimates.. { do 


hot hesitate to say that I would not agree to pay || 
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those demands for twenty millions, and my life 
upon it the Secretary wouid not. Another item of 
at least $5,000,000 (I believe moze) should be 
added to this amoont—that for the payment of pri 
vate claims. There isan immense acevmulation 
of these claims—they have -been postponed until 
the current of legislation is literally dammed up by 
them—very many of them areof admitted justice, 
and it is peculiarly proper that they should be 
speedily decided, and no longer postponed, as the 
principle has been adopted that no interest is to be 
allowed upon claims, however long justice may be 
withheld. 

With all these facts staring him full in the face, 
the Secretary estimates the appropriations for the 
next year at $19,600,000 against his own admis- 
sion for the last year of $22,489,000, and which I 
have no doubt amount, in truth, to at least. $26,- 
000,000. And inclusive of redemption of Trea- 
sury notes, at $22,500,000 against his own admis- 
sion for the last year of $26,643 000, and which, 
in truth, is not short of $30,000,000. His estimate 
of receiptsfrom customs, notwithstanding another 


| reduction of the tariff, is about seven millions more 


than the receipts of the Jast year. How can this 
be? Itis only possible in one way, and that even 
the Secretary would have blushed to announce, 
He no doubt knows that there will be greater 
economy than has heretofore been practised, and 
hence the disbursements will be reduced in amount, 
and the war having ceased which has been waged 
against credit, commerce, property, civilization 
itself, the powerful though prostrate, but yet un- 
crushed energies of this great people will once more 
be exerted, and we shall see the country rising up 
like the strong man from his sleep. But the force 
of these causes, powe: fal as they are, the sanguine 
temper of the Secretary has over-es'imated. It 
will take more than one month, er one year, to re- 
deem the country from the effects of ten years of 
misrule. f 

But, admitting that we were encumbered with 
no debi at all, will the tuture revenues support the 
most economical administration of the Govern- 
ment? I am very sure they will not. The tariff 
wi:l be reduced finally in January and June, 1842, 
and it is demonstrable that the revenues will then 
be insufficient. The Secretary estimates the ac- 
cruipg revenues from customs afier that period at 
between ten and eleven millions. I! will not, and 


cannot, be mere, with nearly oxg-half of the arti- | 


cles of importation paying no duty. If to this you 
add three and a half millions from the public lands, 
you will have fourteen millions. Does any one 
mat really believe that the Government can be 
carried ón with that sum? No one does, although 
I have no doubt many 2 demagcgue, here and else- 
where, will say so. For myself, I calculate on 
little, very little, revenue for the foture from the 
public lands. F will not consent to see that source 
of revenue withdrawn, and the whole thrown upon 
imposts, much less will I vote for any tax with a 
view of supplying a deficiency to be created by sur- 
rendering those Jands. But he is blind, indeed, 
who does not see that cur vast public domain has 
become a mere fund with which aspiring politicians 
play their games. It has already become a regu- 
lar contest which shall outbid the other. In the 
declining days of Rome, the candidate for the Em- 
pire succeeded who would promise the largest dis- 
tribution of corn from the public granaries—so it 
isnow. We have not the corn to bribe with, but, 
what is the same thing, we have the land upon 
which to raise the corn. We have got the most 
that we shall get from that source, rely upon it. 

I do not in the least don}: that the future reve- 
nues of the Government wili be insufficient for the 
most economical administiation. That this defi- 
ciency is not temporary, bet permanent, and, there- 


fore, that it should be met by providing some per-e | 


manent source ef supply; and it is upon the posti- 
late that there will be such a deficiency that I pro- 


ceed to the inqniry— Whence is the additional re- | 


venue to be derived? Only three plans have or 
can be suggested: direct taxes, imposition of in- 
creased duties cn protecied articles beyond 20 per 
cent, and in violation of the compromise, or the 
imposition of adequate, but moderate, duties on 
certain articles of luxury now duty free, 


i 
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I hardiy know wh ther I ‘onght to regard’ the 
pian of direct taxss as having been proposed. Qie 
of my colleagues has suggested it; but, as far as I, 
know, it is unendorsed by any one-member on this 
floor, or by any individual any where, escept by 
two or three cf his own constituents. In the ‘pre- 
sent condition of things, it is about as practicable, 
and not a whit more so than would be a proposi- 
tion to raise revenue by alchymy; and when either 
of these plans shall be seriously brought forward, 
it will be time enough to discuss them. “The 
choice, then, is between taxing luxuries, where the 
tax is paid equally by all sections of the country, is 
paid by the wealthy and is paid voluntarily, and 
increasing the taxes on protected articles which are 
| paid exclusively by one section—that which does 
| not manufacture—which are paid by the poorer 
| classes, and where the tax is. not voluntary, but 
| cannot be avoided. Between these I cannot hesi- 
tate. But, sir, do not conceive that I have a 
right to choose; Lam bound by that which I regard 
as of little less authority than the Conastitation— 
the compromise of 1833. I cannot violate: that 
compromise consistently with my own ideas of 
what is right, and I would not if I could. The. 
case of deficiency of revenue was anticipated in 
the compromise act, and provided for. Shall we, 
honestly and in good faith, comply with the com- 
pact then entered mto? y 

I propose to show, Ist. That the compromise act 
of March, 1833, prescribes what is to be done. in’ 
the event of a deficient exchequer. 2d. That this 
compromise is binding upon us. 34, That the 
exemption from duties of the free articles was: one 
of the leading objections to that act on the part of 
the anti-tariff party, without one single exception; 
and that it was a concession to the manufacturing’ 
interest. 4th. That if it were entizely an open 
question now, itis the best, the fairest, the only. 
practicable mode of raising revenue—that it is the 
most advantageous to the whole country, and es- 
pecially to that section from which I come. The 
sixth clause of the act of March 3, 1833, common- 
ly called the compromise act, is as foilows: 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, Thatso much of the act 
of the fourteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-twe, orof any other act asis inconsistent with this act, 
shalibe, and the same is hereby, repealed: Provided, That: 
nothing herein contained shali be so construed as to prevent the 
passage, prior or subsequent to the said thirtieth day of June, 
one thousand eight hnndred and forty-two, of any act or acts 
from time to time, as may be necessary to detect, prevent, or 
punish evasions of the duties on imports imposed by law, nor 
to prevent the passage of any act, prior to the thirtieth day ‘of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two,in the contin- 


gency either of excess or deficiency of revenue, altering the 
rates of duties on articles which, by the aforesaid act of four- 


i teenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, 


are subject to a less rate of duty than twenty per cent. ad va- 
lorem, in such manner as not toexceed that rate, and so as io 
adjus: the revenue to either of the said contingencies’? ` 
Can language be more explicit? Will any gen- 
tieman suggest words that would more distinctly 
express the idea that if more revenne is wanted, it 
shall be raised by duties on the articles bearing a 
less duty than twenty per eent? The case, thea, 
has occurred, Shall we comply with our engage» 
ment, and the more especially, when we are asked 
to do that which is not only rightin itself, but is 
the carrying out of the very principle for which we 
of the anti-tariff party, in all time, and without one 
solitary exception, have so strenuously contended? 
The tariff party have submitted without murmur 
to the annual reduction; they do not ask even to 
be relieved from the great ultimate reduction in 
1842; and shall we now violate our obligation to 
observe that compromise, and at the same time go 
counter to all that we have ever contended for? 
No, sir, no; ‘it is so nominated in the bond;” and 
if I was opposed to the principle, I would still 
submit to it. Much more readily will Ido so, 
when those here'ofore opposed to us are willing to 


| adopt our own principle—tbat of taxing laxuries, 


sustained as it is by every writer. on political eco- 
| nomy, great and small. 

I do not pretend that there is any constitutional 
or legal disabili:y to disturb the compromise. But 
there are considerations not jess foreible with me 
than either. Ifeel that, as a South Carolisian, I 
am bound by it, whatever may be the case with 
others. Tregard it very much in the light of a 


| 


treaty, and a treaty made aimost on the field of bat- 
| tle. What will be the just imputation upon us if 
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we now violate i? Why, sir, it will be that, uuder 
the pressure of circumstances and the intfaence of 
feelings not the most honorable to us, we submitted 
to terms disadvantageous and unjust, waich we 
now seek. the -first opportunity to violate. The 
whole tenor of that act shows that it was intended 
as a termination of that too-exciting and dange- 
rous controversy-—not as a mere truce—as a final 
extinguishment of its fires—not as a temporary 
smothering of them, that they might hereafter 
break out with a more consuming fory. I can, 
with trath, say that [have seen no single indivi- 
dual in South Carolina who did not regard it as a 
permanent adjustment of the whole matter, and for 
that reason, mainly—regarding it as a security 
against all future agitation—were the people of the 
State reconciled to many of its provisions, and, 
amongst others, to that one in particular which ex- 
empted luxuries from taxation. [tis a great error 
to regard that act as terminating in 1842, 4t would 
be. more proper to say that it begins then. ‘The an- 
nual reductions previous to that period are only a 
preparation, gradual and proper, for the ultimate 
and permanent settling of the question. 

Dr. Cooper, not the least ardent and violent on 
this subject, at the close uf his collection of all the 
leading documents cf the nulification controversy, 
uses the following lanzuage: : 

“Mr. Chay introduced into Congress the act kaownas Mr. 
Ciay’s compromising law. Thope and trust it will prove ia 


fact what it was intended to be, a Tull and final settlement of the 
tariff contest.” 


Mr. Catnoun used, in the Senate, while this act 
Was under «discussion, the following language: 

“Among the objections to the bill, he thought the reduction 
of the duties, in tne first part of the series, too slow, and the 
last too rapid, and that the tinae for the final reduction was too 
remote, 

“He also objected to the home valuation, buthe thought these 
Objections outweighed by the consideration that the bill pro- 
vided, as to the final result, that the revenvesshould cone down 
to the just and economical wants of the Government. With 
the contemplation of tns result, ag to its final operation, he 
belkeved it would be accepted of by the seach, and that peace 
and harmony, as far as this subject was concerned, would be 
restored to the country.” 

What is meant vy the “final result” and the final 
operation, if this law is to cease in 1842? ‘Then it 
is that the tarif is to come down to the revenue 
standard by the final reduction; and, as I can only 
understand it, this final reduction reconciled the 
very distinguished speaker to the slow process of 
reduction and to other principles of the act. What 
is meant by restoring harmony? A paliry trace, in 
which both parties would be arranging their armor 
for another and fiercar conflict, 

Again, he says, in the same speech: “If this 
measure is acquiesced in, it will be the termination 
of that long controversy which began in the con- 
vention, and has been continued under various for- 
tunes to the present day.” What is the plain and 
obvious meaning of this language? Was it that he 
regarded this, as he says, as “a termination” of 
this protracted and dangerous controversy, aad 
therefore a fit subject for the congratulations ‘of 
every patriot; or as merely an act of ordinary le- 
gislation, imposing no sort of obligation upon either 
of the parties, which might, with pertect propriety, 
be repealed before any of its provisions wers exe- 
cuted, as giving no security for repose from this 
exciting controversy, and therefore not only uaim- 
portant in itself, but unbecoming the dignity of the 
position which South Carolina had assumed, and a 
paltry suspension of a struggle, at the head of which 
he had so loug stood? Did South Carolina eng 
ja this struggle, with-all its odiam aad its dangers, 
for such a boon as tbat? No, sirt, no. With a 
full perception of the dangers and difficulties with 
which she was surrounded, she beheved that the 
questions invelved were of vital, primary, ; 
permanent imaportance, and never would have heen 
satisfied with any thing less than what she regarded 
as a permanent security for her rights and the price 
cipies involved. 

Mr. Calhoun, again, in 1837, uses the following 
language; and be it remembered that it was used in 
a propesition to reduce the dutics on salt—an arti- 
cle of primary importance as a necessary, and the 
article, perhaps more than any other, objectionable 
to the anti-tariff party, of whieh he was confessedly 
the head—an article to the daty on which he was 
then still opposed, bat, agreeable to him as a reduc- 
tion of that daty would have been, he was restrained 
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H. of Reps. 


irom voting for it by a regard io the sacredaess of 


the compromise : 

“The annunciation by the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance that this bill was framed and introduced on the assump- 
tion that the act of 1833 wasr.o longer to be respected, gave to it 
an importance which demanded the most serious consideration, 
That act closed the tariff controversy between the North and 
the South; and the question now presented is, shall it again be 
opened? Shall we reopen a controversy which, during the long 
period from 1€21 to 1833, agitated the country, governed its 
legislation, controlled the Presidential election, and finally shook 
its institutions to the centre? Shall we of the South, in partica- 
Jar, assent to open this formidable controversy—we Who are on 
this subject in a permanent minority? Shall we agree to sur- 
render our share of interest in the act of 1833—an act which has 
already repealed from twenty to twenty jive millions of dollars 
anaually, and which, if left undisturbed, will in a few years 


take off ten more, and reduce the duties to the constitutional | 


and legitimate wants of the Government? Will we agree to 
surrender all these advantages, which were extorted from the 
adverse interest at the hazard of civil conflict, and take our 
chance in the renewed conflicts that must foliow if the contro- 
versy be again opened? his the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance asks you to do; and whatis the compensation he 
holds out to you fox such great sacrifices? 

“But, whichever may be preferable, it is certain that the prac- 
tical diference, as far as the South is concerned, is too small to 
warrant the sacrifice of the great interest which she has in 
maintaing inviolable the law of 1833, particularly when we con- 
sider, as small asis the difference, we have noassurance of eyen 
receiving this inconsiderable boon.” 

“Thea fo.lowed the pruciamation and the force bill, as the 
ultimate measure of prolonging the existence of the odiousand 
unconstitutional act of 1828, which the party of which the Se- 
nator isa member had auempted to fix on the country by a 
scheme of permanent distribution; and, when the issue was 
made, they were ready to sustain it at the hazard of civil war. 
Bat, thanks to a kind Providence which had watched so con- 
stantly over our destinies, this counsel did not prevail. The 
spiritor conciliation and compromise overruled that of violence 
and force. The memorable dill of [833 was intreduced by the 
Senator from Kentocky, [Mr. Cray,Jand becamea law of the 
Jand in spite of the protective aud force bill pariy. Tt closed 
the conflet between the North and the South, which, if not re- 
vived by the acis of those who passed the tariff of 1823, will, 
trust and believe, remain closed forever. Such is the train of 
events which led to the act of 1833, aod the circumstances 
under which it passed; and we ave new called upon !o decide 
whether we shall adhere to its provistuns or not. The Sena- 
tor from New York invites us to surrender our interest in it, 
and (o open anew the tariff controversy; and, wiih a view to test 
our determination, has inserted im tbis bill the repeal of the 
duty on salt. He signifies his dissent. lam glad ef it, Jt 
proves that he dreads a direct issue on the subject, which is not 
surprising ¿fter the statement made; but E must tefl him that it 
ja inmateriau whether it was se intended arnet. Salt is one of 
the items comprehended in the act, and if we touch one item 
we may touch all, To vote jor the repeal of a single item, un- 
Jess with common consent, as effectually surrenders the com- 
promise as to vote for the repeal of all. 

"The Senator from New York must excuse me. T feel it my 
duty lo speak plainly where the interest of my constituents and 
the whole country is sodeeply concerned. J mnst tell himT 
Jack confidence in him. 1 sse in this bill a design, under the 
show of reluction, to revive the tarif controversy, by which he 
and his frieads have so much profited at the expense of the 
country. IJtisanartfal and bold stroke of policy, calculated 
to distract and divide the Opposition, and place almost un- 
limited control over the cap nd labor of the country in ihe 
hands of those in power, tt aiords the means of appealing to 
the hopes and fears ot every section and interest, while the 
distraction and division that must follow would prevent the 
possibility of united efforis to arrest the abuses and encroach- 
menisof power, Experience has taught usto understand the 
game, tod be on curguatd against those who are playing ir. 
We cannot close our eyes to the fact that the party which is 
now so intent to disturb the compromise is the very party that 
was the author of the tariff of 1828; and which, afer using 
every cifort to render it permanent, was ready to shed our 
blood rather than surrender the act. Their devotion toa mea- 
sure of which they are the authors, and to which they owe their 
present elevation, prepared us to expect that deep hostility to 
theact which gave their favoritea mortal blow, and opened the 
way for a united, and we trust, cre long, a successful resistance 
to power, acquired by deception, and maimtained by delusion 
and corruption. The entire Seuth may well apply fo the Se- 
nator, as the author of the tariffof 1828, the reply which a dis- 
unguished Senator gave, after its passage, to one who now oc- 
cubirs a higher station than he did then, and who undertook to 
explain to him his vote on this occasion: ‘Sir, you have de- 
ceived me once, that was your falt; but if you deceive me again, 
the fault will be mine.’ 

‘Alas, for Virginia! that once proud and pairiotic State, she 
has dismissed her honest and enlightened son who served her 
with so mach fidelity, and bas elevated to the h est office him 
who betrayed her, and trampled her interest in 1] 

VI know full well that attempts will be made to misrepresent 
my position on this occasion, and to weaken me in the confi- 
deace ofthe pubiic. Tfearthem not, I know well those whom 
I represent. They have too clear a conception of their true 
interest, and place too high an estimate on truth and honor, to 
withhold their confidence from him who fearlessly follows their 
dictates. They will scorn the miserable boon proffered by the 
Senator from New York, asd the hand that offers it, and will 
cling to the act which they so proudiy wrung from this Govern- 
ment. Were Ito iisten to the voice ofthe Senator from New York, 
they would hol! me blind to their interest and indifferent to their 
honor, IJ shall not assent to disturb the act of 1833 in the 
slightest degree, so long as the manufacturing interests shall ad- 
here to its provisions, be the conduct of politicians what it may. 
"Thus far they have firmly adhered. Nota murmur has been 
heard or a petition been offered from that quarter against it 
from its passage to the present day, while the memorial ef the 
Legislatures of the two great tariff States, Massachusetis and 
Pennsylvania, which pledged themselves to abide by the pro- 
visions of the act, give strong additional assurance that, if-we 
do not disturb it on our part, they will not on theirs.” 

Truth, sir, every word truth. f regard now, as 


he did then, those who would disturb the compro- 


mise; and I warn those now who weuld do it, as he 
did then, thatif they do, “they will have ample 
time to reflect upon the evil they have done.” Let 
them well reflect before tbey again break up that 
deep and turbid fountain of biiter waters? Who. 
ever makes the attempt will find that our People, 
prompt as they ever are to peril every thing in de- 
fence of a great principle of the Constitution and of 
public liberty, will look well about them and fully 
examine for themselves all the reasons, before, on 
any authority, they will revive that dangerous con- 
fliet, And, sir, if we do break up thiscompromise, 
what hope have we, “in a permanent minority,” 
as we are, that we shall obtain any betier terms? 

In a debate in the Senate, in 1838, between Mr, 
Clay and Mr. Calhoun, the two great actors in this 
compromise, Mr. Clay, in giving a history of that 
measure, uses the following language, which was 
not contradicted: 


“In the consultations between that Senator {Mr. Calhoun] and 
myself, in respect to the compromise, on every point upon 
which L insisted he gaye way. Jie was for a shorter term than 
nine years, and more rapid reduction. I insisted, and he yield- 
ed. He insisted upon fifteen per cent. as the maximum duty, 
but yielded, He was against any discrimination within the 


limited range of duties forthe benefit ofthe manufacturers, but 
consented. To the Jast he protested against home valuations, 
but finally gave way,” 


Now, if this act was regarded as a definitive set- 
Uement of the whole matter, I can very well see 
reasons for this pertinacious adherence, but if it 
was not soe, but a mere act of ordinary legislation, 
I am at a loss for a reason for it, especially for con- 
tending that the duties were to come down in 1842 
to fifteen instead of twenty per cent. This was a 
maiter of vast consequence, if this adjustmeat was 
to be permanent; but of none earthly if its provi. 
sions expired in 1842. The good or evil could not 
have lasted more than a few months. But, sir, the 
whole act is full of provisions to regulate duties 
after 1842. Why was this, if the act was intended 
to cease then to operate? That it was regarded by 
our Convention as a permanent adjustment, the re- 
pert of that body acceding to the compromise fully 
shows. It is full of evidence to that point. Listen 
to the following brief extract. After reviewing the 
provisions of the compromise, the following lan- 
guage is used: “These provisions embody great 
principles in reference to this subject, for which 
South Carolina has long and carnestly contended; 
and if the pledge therein contained” (what pledge 
but to maintain the Compromise Aci?) “should be 
fulfilled in good faith, (hey must, in their Operation, 
arrest the abuses which have grown out of the un- 
authorized a@ppropriations of the publie money.” 
Tais pledge has been honestly fulfilled. Sball we, 
on our part, violate ii? 

My next proposition is, that the principle that 
iuxuries should be taxed, and that they should not, 
in any case, be exempted from taxation, has been 
the principle of the anti-tariff party, without one 
single exception—of men of all degrees and sizes, 
from the almost inaudible whisper of our smallest 
men up to the thunder of Hayne and McDofiie; 
whilst the proposition to exempt them frora taxa- 
tion has always been made by and received the 
support of the tariff party. In 1831 Mr, Clay sab- 
mitted a resolution making duty-free those very 
articles upon which it is now proposed to impose 
duties. He was supported by every man of the 
tariff party, and opposed by every member of the 
anli-tariff party. 

Mr. Ciays resolution wasas follows: 

“Resolved, That the existing duties upon articles imported 
from foreign countries, and not coming into competition with 
similar articles made or produced within the United States, 
ought to be abolished, except the duties upon wines and silks, 
and that those ought to be reduced; and that the Committee on 
Finance be instructed to report a bill accordingly.” 

Mr. Hayne moved the following amendment: 

“Strike out all afer the word countries, and insert as fol- 
lows: 'Be so reduced that the amount of the public revenue 
shall be sufficient to defray the expenses of the Government, ac- 
cording totheir present scale, afier the payment of the public 
debt; and that, allowing a reasonable time for the reduction of 
the present high duties on articles coming into competition with 
similar articles made or produced within the United States, the 
duties be ultimately equalized, so that the duty on no article as 
compared with the value of that article, Vary materially from 
the value of that article.’ 

Mr. Clay’s proposition—the tariff proposition — 
was to raise the whole revenue by imposts, with a 
view to protection on articles where similar articles 
were made here. Gen. Hayne’s proposition was 


not, as has been erroneously stated, to impose equal 
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duties on all articles, but that there should be no Í 
material difference. Mr. Clay’s proposition was 
ultimately adopted in the Compromise Act. A 
jarge class of articles was by that act admitted free 
of all duty; and now the proposition is made to us 
by our old opponents to adopt our priuciple—to 
tax articles bearing no duty—to tax them to the 
extent of the necessities of the ‘Treasury; and 
Soaihern men are found opposing it. How and 
way is this? I appeal to those with whom I once 
acied—to the members of a party towards which 
J have felt a stronger attachment than I ever shall 
to any other-—not to run across every principle for | 
which that party has contended; to leave me some 
one principle, if only one, upon which I may stand; 
and, when charged with inconsistency, let me be 
able to say, Here is one principie to which we ad- 
hered. 

Mr. Clay advocated his resolution, exempting a 
large class of articles of luxury frum any duties 
whatever. He wassupported by every tariff man 
in the Senate who spoke upon the subject. ET shail 
not weary the committee by reading extracts from 
their speeches, unless this is denied, But [ must 
read from the speeches of those who opposed the | 
protective policy. 

I begin with Gen. Hayne, who was confessedly | 
the head of the anti-tariff party in Congress, and | 
who has left an enduring monument to his fame in 
the ability which he exhibited in discussing this | 
subject with the ablest debaters in this orin any 
country. No man enjeyed ina higher degree the 


confidence cf those with whom he served ia the | 


Senate; and the best evidence of the estimation of 
his native and much loved State is, thathe was 
called to the helm by one voice, at a peried of un- 
precedenied danger and difficulty, and well did he 
earn and merit this confidence. He did not aspire 
to the character of an original genius. He was 
much too wise for that. He was notheory-monge'; no 
constructor of impracticable plans of Government, 
like the philosophic dreamers of the French Revo- 
lution; no visionary schemer, like Sieyes; nor 
could he have split hairs on a point of mystic me- 
taphysies, or of scholastic dialectics, with Dua 
Scotus. His business was with this sublunary 
world as he found it—not as a Utopian trans- 
cendentalism would have had it—wise, cool, bold, | 
forbearing, disinterested; a'l the qualities of a great 
stalesman were sofily and beatifuily blended in his 
high and useful character, Listen to the opinions 
of this able and practical man on this question of 
taxing luxuries: 

“What was that scheme? Why, that from ail articles of 
luxury the taxes should be taken off enurely; while npon arti- 
cles of absolute necessity they were to remain undiminished. 
Articles consumed by the rich were to come into the couniry 
duty free, while articles consumed by the poor were to be bur- 
dened with exorbitant taxation, The rich man was ‘to drink 
his costly wines, and his family to be arrayed in fine silks, 
without paying one cent towards the expenses of Government; 
while the poor man was to be heavily taxed on the coarse wool- 
lens which were to shield himself and his family fiom the win- 
ter’s cold, Now coulda system of taxation resting on such 
principles seriously be defended? Could it be tolerated in a 
free country und a liberal and enlightened age? He trusted 
not. i 

“There 1s another objection to this scheme, which was to his 
mind equally conclusive—it was, that by it the duties were to be 
taken off from what was called the unprotected articles—arti- 
cles, tco, of general consumption, (and which according to the 
general principle of political economy, and the common con. 
sent of all mankind, are the proper subjects for taxation,) and 
the entire revenue of the country was to be raised upon the 
protected arlicles—upon cottons, woollens, and iron, articles of 
necessity, on which enormous duties are now imposed; duties 
which operate as a heavy tax on certain portions of industry 
and certain branches of the country, and as a bounty to other 
portions of the country and other branches of indausiry. 

“Against asystem so unjust, unequal, and oppressive, the 
tax paying people of the United States, those who receive no 
portion of tie bounties of the protecting system, the people of 
the Scuthera States, those whom he, in part, represented on this 
floor, must forever protest. i 

“Gentlemen might coneider such an arrangement as consti- [ 
tuting a judicious revision of the tariff; but for his own part, 
he had no hesitation in saying that he would consider a repeal of 
all duties on the unpretected articles, while the duties on the 
othets should remain untouched, as the worst af all possible ad- 
jusuments of that great question which now agitates and disturbs 
the whole country.” 

In another speech he says: 

“The next objection to this scheme is, that it proposes to re 
lieve luxuries from all taxation, while the taxes on the necessa- 
ries of life are to remain just as they are, subject ta duties of 
from 59 to 100 per cent. Itas true thas the gentlemon, seeing, E 
presume, the enormity of the proposition in its origi: 
now consents that some very moderate duty may be 
winesand silks. But, sir, { should he glad to kn 


wines and silks differ from the numerous articles which, by the 
gantieman’s scheme, are to comein freeof duty, Here is a tist 
of some of them, and it will be for the Senate and the country 
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to say how far it is reagonable or just that the consumers of 
these articles shall costribure nothing to the public revenge, 
while the honest laboring man is to be taxed from thirty to one 
hundred dollars on every hundred dollars which he expends on 
the woollens and the flannels, the iron and the sugar, which 
are indispensable to the health and comfort of himself and 
family. 

vitis one of the grandest farces ever attempted to be played 
off upon a free people, to see an attempt made to reduce the 
taxes on olives and capers, anchovies and brandy fruits, mace, 
cloves, nutmegs. precious stones, alabaster ornaments, cordials, 
perfumery, artificial lowers, billiard balls, batrledores, shattle- 
cocks, coral beads and goid snuff boxes, silver spectacles and 
ivory headed canes, velt eis and lace. muslingand gros de naples, 
camels’ hair shawls, morocco and prunella shoes, fine cambrics, 
plated chafing dishes, porcelain and china dinner and tea seta, 
goid watches, Culogne water, Champagoe and Burgundy wines, 
oranges and pine-apples, embroidery, ivory fans, fine Trish 
linens, parasols, centre tables, gilt books, pier looking glasses, 
vermicelli and maccaroni, Italian marble and mantel ornaments, 
rouge, essences and court plaster, chessmen, sweet-scented 
soap, silk stockings, goid and silver thimbies, mantel time 
pieces, tooth powder, wax doills, and a hundred otber things 
used by the rich. 

“I ask for the reason of this distinction, which relieves luxu- 
ries from taxation, and throws them upon the necessaries of life; 
which burdens the poor, and exempts the rich; and 1 am told it 
is necessary for protection.” 

Next comes the veneratle Macon. 
his cpinions: 

“There were 
country—thi 


Listen to 


stain things that ought not to be tazedin any 
that entered into the plain food of the poor and 
laboring classes, and which were nec to support life, I 
issaid that it [sal] is an article which cennot be smuegled: 
andisthat a reason why it showd be taxed? Is it good rea- 
soning to say that, because laces and silks can be smuggled, 
they must not be taxed as high as an article of necessity to the 
poor?” z f 

His distinguished colleague (Mr. Maxcum) thus 
expresses bis opinions cn this subject. [Asan evi- 
dence of the confidence of South Carolina in this 
distinguished eitzen, I ned only mention that he 
has once received the vote of that Siate for the 
Presidency, and to a higher gentleman or a purer 
patriot that vo'e could not have been given. ] 

“What is the effect of the resolution on the table? Iris to 
aggravate the evil; it is to tax the necessaries of the poor maa 
while the rich may revelin luxuries as free from taxation as 
the air he breathes; itis to incre the extray. t bounties 
already enjoyed by the rich capitalists by diminishing the cost 
of many of vhe articles which enter into the consomption of bis 
establishment. ‘Phe dudes ion the shape of protection remain 
the same nominally, while, in fact, they are enhanced to the 
whole amount of deduction from the prices of articles con- 
sumed by the manufacturer and his laborers.” 

Judge Grundy thus speaks: 

“The resolution of the Senator from Kentucky purposes to 
abolish the duties entirely onal) articles of a kind not manufac- 
tured in the United States, except silks and wines, and to re- 
duce them on these articles. Solong as duties are paid on im- 
ported articles, for the purpose of raising revenue, I cannot 
consent to this proposition. ‘The true principle of taxation is 
to impose it on those who are best able to bear it. The reduc- 
tion on your table purposes a total abandonment of this princi. 
ple. Toe articles to be released from taxation are luxuries, 
used almost exciasively by the rich, while the burdens are left 
with all their weight upon the poorer portion of the communi- 
ty, ‘Chis would be no alleviation of the evils complained of, 
and I wil not unite in holding out to the poor man the delusive 
hope that he is to be able to clothe his family in silks, and re- 
gale himself on wines every day, while all the articles of dress 
he purchases—his salt, his sugar, his plough, his axe, and his 
hoe, and all the utensils with which he earns his daily bread 
are so taxed as to render him unable to raise his family. 
sit, give him his necessaries of life untaxed, or taxed li 
Let his labor have its full reward, and he wiil then increas 
his means, and in time be able (o indulge in luxuri 
shall p'ease to doso.” | i 

Mr. MeDauftie, than whom no one enjoyed or de- 
served more of the confidence of the anti-iariff 
party, from his commanding talents and known 
devotion to the principles of that party, thus speaks: 

“Mr. McDufis said that the resolution only proposed an in- 
quiry, which did not commit the House; and every resoiwion 
foran inquiry, he thought, ought to be adopted. Ther 
tion decides nothing; if it did, he should be opposed to 
there was nothing, he thought, so unwise as to remit the duties 
en articles of luxury, while they were retained on articles of 

essy. 
ne er bs examine this matter. Gur imports of far 
chandise may be divided into two great classes. The first con- 
sists ofarlicles which are entirely produeed in foreign coun- 
tries, the second, of articles partly produced abroad end paruy 
produced in the United States. The former are ustaly dene- 
minated the unprotected, and the latter the protected ar 
Now, as to the former class, comprising , catlee, si 
wines, and a variety of other imports, I will assume that fr 
these one halfof the federal revenue will be collected, though, 
in point of fact, it would be more correct tosay one third cnly. 
čas to this portion of the revenue no one has ever pretend- 
ed that the burden is not equally distributed over the Unien, in 
proportion to the consumption of articles from which it is de- 
rived. Itmust be apparent that the manufacturing States 
have no grounds for alleging that the duties on 
and coffee, expose them to an unequal and og 
Willasolitary voice be raised to denounce this 
under consideration? Assuredly there wil nor f 

“Can any one be so blind as not tu see that the reduction, Ors 
more prape g the repeal of the duties on tea. cofee, 
dye siufi materials, and on most of the unpro- 
tected ar ate as anaddidonal protection ie the 
Werthern mania nS 

“phere are two modes 
facturing States: the one, e 
articles as they make themselves; 
minishing cuties on such articles 


huy. 
se M 


f he 


gi 


om 


g this protection to the manu- 
ia imposing dudics on such 
the other, in taking off or di- 
as they consume, and do not 


make at home, but import from abroad in exchange for some 
of their own domestic productions. In this twofold aspect of, 
the subject, I regard this as one of the. most, ingeniously cope) 
trived schemes-of protection that has ever been presented to 
Congress.” ies 

‘Ofthe reduction of duties for which this bill provides, about 
one half is as direct a protection to the manufacturers äs if it 
had consisted of an increase of the articles which they make. 
In proportion as you reduce the cogt of tea and coffee, you di- 
minish the wagesof the operatives, and, in proportion as you 
diminish the cost of materials used by the manufacturers, you: 
diminish the cost of producing their manufactures.” 

lt was, then, true; no one denied the justice and 
perfect equality of such a tax; but new lights have 
broken upon us, and it has been left to the men of 
our day to discover that the tax which the undi- 
vided South contended for as not only just in itself, 
but the only just tax, and especially advantageous 
io the South, is now discovered to be as especially. 
injurious. Such, sir, without one exception, was 
the course and argument of the anti-Tariff party. 
But it does notstop with the mere authority of in. 
dividual names, however distinguished. The anti. 
Tariff Convention which met in Philadelphia in 
1836—a rare assemblage of character and talents 
—passed three, and enly three, resolutions. One 
of the three was on the subject of taxing wines, 
silks, &e. What,was that resolution? Listen, sir; 
I will read it: ; 

“34 Resolution. That wines, teas, coffee, and similar arti- 
cles, be not added to the list of those now free of duty, but may, 
on the contrary, be subject to duties corresponding in proportion 
to their respective value with those laid on other imported arti- 
cles subject to duty.”? 

Yes, sir, this resolution passed, unanimonsly, 
that body. I: was not only regarded as rmportant 
that these articles should be taxed, but so important 
as to be embodied in one of the only three resolu- 
tions that were adopted. There was scarcely a 
public meeting in opposition to the tariff, where this 
point of taxing luxaries was not insisted on as a 
primary principle. The objection to the tariff was 
pot from ary opposition to raising the requisite re- 
venue, but that the tariff of duties was so laid as to 
operate unequally, by laying those duties chiefly 
on articles made im this country, and thus enhane- 
ing their price for the benefit of those who manu-’ 
factured them, and at the expense of those. who 
were consumers, and not also manufacturers; and 
as this inequality did not existas to articles not ma- 
nufaciured in this county, and as to which we were 
all equally consumers, and only consumers, the tax 
was equal on all the sections and interests. Thisis 
the sole, real foundation of the celebrated forty bale 
theory. No one, I presume, ever contended if an 
article, the produce of Creorgia, is exchanged for 
merchandise of a kiad not manufactured in this 
country, and that the article so imported is sold at 
a prise increzsed by the duty, and is consumed by 
the people, not of Georgia, but of Maine, that the 
producer in Georgia, and not the consumer in 
Maine, pays the duty. Such a proposition is abe 
surd beyond the reach of argument, But.where 
the article so imported and enbanced in price by 
the duty comes in competition with a similar arti- 
cle of Amezican manutacture, the price of the latter 
is also raised; and supposing the consumption ef 
the article to be equal between the producer of the 
article of foreign commerce and the home manufac- 
turer, it is perfectly clear that the former pays all 
the duty, the latter nothing, for whilst they are both 
consumers, and the consumer pays the duty to the 
producer, that duly is uncompensated taxation, 
whilst tae manufacturer receives back, in the in- 
creased price of his own article, all that he pays as 
a consumer of the fcreiga one. 

This is the objection which runs through all our 
papers upon the subject. I will read a few ex» 
tracis from the celebrated and able exposition of 
the South Carolina Legislature in 1828: 

t but for benefite. The tax paid by 


and which, in its gross, amount, is annually equal to 
B.000,.000, i 


such 
by otherarg 
conc}usive as e ra 

The manufacturing States, however, indemnify themselves, 
ang more than indemnify themselves, for the increased price 
payon the, articles they consume. as has already been 
3 by their confession, in a form which cannot deceive, by 
their own acts. Nor is it dificult to trace the operation by 
which itis effected. The very acts of Congress imposing bur- 
dens on them, as consumers, give them the means, through the 
monopoly which it affords the manufacturers in the home mar- 
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ket, not only of indemnifying themselves for the increased 
price on the imported articles which they consume, but ina 
great measure of commanding the industry of the rest of the 
Union.. The argument urged by them for the adoption of the 
system, and with much success, is, that the price of products 
and property inthe manufacturing States must be thereby in- 
creased, which charge proves the beneficial operation of the 
system on them. ig is by this very increase of price which 
must be paid by their fellow-citizens of the South that the in- 
demaity to the manufacturer is effected. And by means of this, 
the fruits of our toil and labor which, on every principle of jus- 
tice, ought to belong to ourselves, are transferred from us to 
them. The maxim, that the consumers pay, strictly applies to 
us. -We are mere consumers, and destitute of all means of 
transferring the burden from ourselves to others. 

“The case, then, fairly stated between us and the manufac- 
turing States, is, that the tariff gives them a prohibition against 
foreign competition in our. own market in the sile of their 
goods, and deprivesus of thelbenefit of a competition of pur- 
chasers for our raw material.” 

"This, sir; was the gravamen of all our opponents 
to. the tariff—that duties were laid on arittcles 
which were manvfactured here, and as to which 
the manufacturers received compensation in in- 
creased prices of what they sold for all they paid 
as consumers; and that such duties were “not laid 
on articles as to which they, like ourselves, were 
consumers only. 

The following is an extract from an address of 
the same convention, on the part of South Caro- 
lina, to her sister States, after she had nullified the 
tariff laws. In a grave, solemn, and well con- 
sidered appeal to these States, the principles of a 
tarif, with which alone it was declared that the 
State would be satisfied, are laid down, and this of 
taxing tbe articles now duty free was the leading 
point insisted on: 

“Is there any justice in taxing the iron, salt, sugar, the coarse 
woollons and the calicoes of the poor and middling classes, of 
the farmer and mechanic, and not taxing at all tie wines, the 
silks, and the spices of the wealthy and Jaxurious classea of 
society? Of our importation of 1839, seventy-six millions were 
duty free, and eighty-five millions paidduty, The articles duty 
free were, almost without exception, articles used by the 
wealthy, or raw materials used in the factories; whilst the arti- 
cles taxed are as invariably articles of necessity, used by those 
in indigent or moderate circumstances. There are one hun- 
dred districts represented on this floor in, which there are not 
twenty men who would be affected by duties on wine, and not 
twenty who are not affected by the present tariff, 

“Having now presented, for the consideration of the Federal 
Government and our confederate Stater, the fixed and final de- 
termination of this State in relation to the protecting system, it 
romains for us tosubmita plin of taxation in which we would 
be willing to acquiesce, ina spirit of mutual concession, pro- 
vided woare met in duo time, and ina becoming spirit, by the 
Btates interested m the protection of manufactarcs, 

“We believe that, upon every just and equitable principle of 
taxation, the whole list of protected articles should be imported 
free of duty, and that the revenue derived from lighter imports 
should be raised exclusively fiom the unprotected articles; or 
that, whenever a duty is imposed upon protected articles im- 
ported, an excise duty of the satne rate should be imposed upon 
all similar articlos manufactured in the United States. This 
would be as noar an approach to perlect equality as could pos- 
ably be made in a system of mdirect taxation, But we are 
williog to make a large offering to preserve the Union, aod 
with a distinct declaration that itisa concession on our part, 
we will consent thatthe same rate of duty may be imposed up. 
on the as ee articles, provided that no more revenue be 
raised than is necessary to mest the demands of the Government 
for constitutional purposes; aud provided that a duty substan- 
dally uniform be imposed upon all foreign imports”? 

This point, however, was not yielded to us, and 
there was a lorg list of articles free of duly. How 
was this done? -At the instance of the anti-lariff 
party? No. But iu spite of their earnest and con- 
tinued remonstrance, The list was made out by a 
tarif man, and with a special view to the benefit of 
the tariff interest. Mr, Clay, in the same article 
to which I have referred, gives the following un- 
contradicted account of this matter: 

» “Then beyond that period is the provision for cash duties, 
home valuations, along aud liberal hstof free articles. careful- 
ly made ont by my friend from Rhode Island, (Mr. Kyron. ] 
expresaly for the benefit of the manufacturera.” i 

A second meeting of the Convention was called 
to consider the compromise act. Its leading pro- 
visions are discussed in the report of that bedy; and 
one of the leading, indeed the most prominent ob- 
jection presented in that report to the act of March, 
1833, was, that certain articles were admitted duty 
free. Hear what is said upon that point: 

“jis this aspect of the question which has reconciled us to 
the provisions of the new bill, (certainly not free from objec- 
tions.) which provide for the introduction of wineg, silks, 
worsteds, and a number of other articles, free of duty.” 

It was objectionable, greatly objectionable; but, 
in consideration of oiber compens:ting benefits, the 
Convention was “reconciled” tw it. It did not approve 
but was reconciled. Now, sir, bow stands this 
whole matier? The principle that luxuries would 
“be taxed, at least equally with necessaries, no one 
ever has or can contrcrert, In addition to which, 
it is the principie for which we of the anti- 


tariff party have in all time contended, as not only 


just on the well-settled and admitted principles of ` 
political economy, but as the only principle which 
is not grossly wnjust and unequal in its operations. 
The combined influence of experience and argu- 
ment has convinced our opponents. They say to 
us, Gentiemen, you are right in this matter, and, as 
we need more money, let us not disturb the com- 
promise, but let us tax those luxuries which none 
of us manufacture, and all of us use. And we refuse 
to doit. To what end have we labored to enforce 
our arguraenis? Wasitto convince cur opponents, 
and to obtain the practical results ofa corresponding 
change in the system of imposts? or merely fer 
the dialectic triumph—not only to show that we 
could take any side of the argument and maintain 
i'—that we would not then Jay taxes on the protect- 
ed articles, nor allow the duties to be taken off 
other articles? Now, it is proposed, not to increase 
the duties on the protected articles, but to restore 
the duties on luxuries, which we protested strenu- 
ously against being taken off. And we again ob- 
ject to the duties being laid on. May it not well 
be asked what will satisfy us? Is not such a course 
like that of a pouting child, who refuses to have 
his biscuit buttered on one side or on the other? I 
broadly assert that there is no one principle which 
has been so constantly asserted by the asti-tariff 
party as this of taxing laxuries and other articles 
now frec of duty. Suppose that we had no reve- 
nue at all, and it was proposed to lay duties on 
wines and silks; would any anti-tariff man op- 
pose it? No one would. Although we have 
seme revenue, we have not enough; and as 
to the deficiency, it is precisely the same; not a 
shade of difference. 

This brings me to the last propo-ition which I 
have asserted—ihat, if I was free fiom all obliga- 
tion upon the subject, I should, without one mo- 
menvs hesitation, adopt the principle of taxing 
luxuries. The two greatest points of consideration 
in ali questions of taxation are, that the tax should 
be as litle as possible burdensome, and that it 
should be willingly paid. Both these are attained 
by a tax on such articles as wines and silks, in an 
eminent degree. The tax is paid by the wealthy, 
and those who do not feel in the slightest degree 
the increased price from the duty, and it is paid 
willingly. Noone pays it who does not chose to 
doit. Not so with such articles as now brar the whole 
burdens of the revenue, hey are articles of prime 
necessity, such as saltand iron, which the less opu- 
lent are obliged to have, and cannot choose whe- 
ther they wiil pay the tax or not. 

I will not weary the committee by the discussion 
of a proposition which no one has as yet ques- 
tioned——the peculiar justice of a tax on luxuries, 
The principle, as universally admitted, goes further 
than is necessary to this argument. It goes to 
taxing luxuries and exempting necessaries. But 
all that is now contended fcr is, that they should 
bear some tax, although not even as high a rate as 
necessaries. This being a principle universally 
conceded, and specially insisted on by the South, 1 
woud not oppose it even if its sectional bearings 
and tendencies were disadvantageous. I will not, 
either from principle or policy, act from the dictates 
of that terrapin patriotism which draws itself within 
its own shell. Jn a matter where a jast discrimi. 
nation may be made, I shall, of course, prefer my 
own section. But I will not violate the well-esta- 
blished principles of political economy and of mani- 
fest justice to benefit myself or my own peculiar 
people; and, sir, let me say to Southern men that, 
if they are restrained by no other considerations, is 
it wise to adopt such a course? We are, and al- 
ways will be, the weaker interest. If we ect upon 
principles thus exclusive, what are we to expect 
from others? If we adopt Ishmael as our model, 
and set our faces against all men, may we not ex- 
pect that all men will set their faces against us? 
If we thus act, with what grace shall we hereafter 
read lectures to our Northern brethren about bonor, 
justice, patriotism? But, sir, if gentlemen will lis- 
ten to no arguments on this subject but those of an 
exclusive character, forgetting that we owe duli's 
to the Confederacy as well asto our particular sec 
tions, I submit to them that no principle of taxation 
can be as fair and as just to the South as this is, 
One reason for this is enough—duties must be laid 


on something. These articles (silks and winés) 
are not manufactured in this country, and there.’ 
fore no class or section is benefited by the increase” 
of price. They are consumed equally in the 
different sections, and therefore the duty is paid 
equally. Is there any other better source of reve~ 
nue? The only other that can be suggested is an 
increased duty on the protected articles—on the’ 
articles manufactured here. Does any anti-tariff 
roan prefer that? If he does, let him dare’ to say 
so. But, sir, I submit that an increase of duties’ 
on the protected articles would not increase reve- 
nue. It is not every increase of the rate of duty 
which increases revenue. Oa the contrary, writers 
of the bighest authority maintain that any duty 
beyond twenty par cent. diminishes revenue. 
The manufacturers well know this; we of the anti- 
tariff school always told them so; and that the pre- 
sent rate of duties was better for them than 
any higher rate. Experience, that great teacher, 
has proven to them what our arguments failed to 
do, aud this accounts for the fact that the gentle- 
men from New York and Maine [Mr, Barnarp 
and Mr. Evans, tariff men,] and myself are found 
together on this subject. How we come tcgether 
isno lockout of mine. I stand where I aiways 
did, They have come tome. Why have they 
done sot Because it is stipulated in the compro- 
mise so—so stipulated at the instance of the South; 
that a deficit of revenue shall be supplied by duties 
on the unprotected articls; and because they have 
found, as we have always asserted, that the pres 
sent rate of duties was protection enough. The 
only object of protecting duties, as the term imples, 
isto keep out foreign competition. The present 
duties accomplish that; additional duties would do 
no more; whilst a domestic competition would be 
thus enconreged. The manufacturers, therefore, 
cannot possibly gain by it, bat must lose. 

I have hesrd one, and only one, objection made 
to this proposition, and that is, that, as Southern 
staples, rice, cotton, and tobacco, are received in 
exchange fer French silks and wines, any increase 
of duty will greatly diminish the consumption of 
those articles, and destroy the abitity of France to 
purchase our commodities. This, sir, is a genuine 
humbug from the original Missouri mint. I have 
seen another humbug from the same quarter, per- 
vading the country and my own Siate, with the 
exception of my own district, and adopted and 
cherished until it became superstitious fanaticism— 
a thing not to be met with argument, as no super- 
stition is. I believe it is a law of all superstitions 
that the more absurd it is, the more fanatical are 
are its devotees. I cannot say that this, the latest 
humbug, will aot bave an equal run—but a hum- 
bug itis. Will any geneman inform me what 
article of foreign production we can tax which is 
not liable to this same objection, that it is paid for, 
with Southern staples? All our commerce nearly 
is carried on with those staples; wines, and silks, 
not a whit more than salt, sugar, rice, or any other 
article. Those staples may be said to be the cur- 
rency of foreign commerce—the medium Qf all its 
exchanges. Unless some ahswer can be given to 
this, there is an end of the argument. You must 
forbear to lay any impost duty atall, and resort to 
alchymy and direct taxation. But I go further. 
As to any other article, it may not only be said 
with equal truth thatit is paid for with Southern 
staples, but as to those articles the effect is uncom- 
pensated; but as to silk, the incidental compensa- 
tion, if not compiete, is nearly so; ceriainly greater 
than on any other article. If silk dresses are not 
wern, cotton fabrics will be subsituted, and cotton: 
muslins cost neatly as much, and are one-fourth 
as durable, so that, for any silk fabrie excluded, 
an equivalent wiil be supplied in others of cotton, 
our own particular staple. Thus, I repeat, shall 
we incidentally be compensated more on this than 
on any other artic’e. But I deny that the duty on 
silks and wimes will materially diminish consump- 
tion. They are articles of vanity and pride, not of 
necessity. They are used by the wealthy, and the 
price which they bear is often the inducement to 
their purchase--not an objection—the real value, 
not the criterion of value. To whatever‘extent, 
however, the consumption of these articles is ree 
duced, the vis medicatriz of commerce will supply 
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their places by some oiher article; French tushns, 
for example. J will now present one other view 
of this matier, which dces seem to me to close the 
argument. The report oa commerce and naviga- 
tion for 1839, shows that our importations from 
France exceeded cur exports to that country be- 
tween fourteen and fifieen millions. Now, forbid 
by Jaw the landing of one yard of French siik on 
our shores, and we still take more from France 
than she does from us. Docs any sane rnan think 
thata duty of five or six, or even twenty per cent. 
on silks and wines, would diminish the aggre-ate 
importatious one-tenth? What, then, goes wiih the 
argument that the imposition of these duties would 
disable France from purchasing our commodities? 
Igo turher. In the present cond'tion of commerce 
and exchanges, a diminution of importations from 
France, instead of an injury, would be a benefit. 
Of the whole balance of trade egainst us in 1839, 
more than one-half was from excessive imporia- 
tions of worthless French trumpery. One-sixth of 
all our importations were in 1839 from France, 
whilst she received from us less than one-tenth of 
our exports. These facts must have been un- 
known to the author, and to those who have adopt- 
ed this hu:abug, or they surely would not have 
ventured upon it. I have heard it gravely asseried 
that our cottons are admitted into France witha 
nominal duty. Now, sir, the fact is that this no- 
minal duty is 11 franes on 50 kilogrammes, about 
112 pounds, which, with a small additional duty, is 
a litle more than two cents a pound, which is about 
25 per cent. and, what is worse, this is a discrimi- 
nating duty against American coiton, Egyptian 
and South American cotton, which is thirty per 
cent. more valuable, paying only 8 francs the 50 
kilogrammes, a difference of 20 per ceat. specifi- 
cally, ad valorem at least thirty per cent. and yet 
we are told, with all possible confidence, that the 
duty is merely nominal. There is a class of men 
whose sanguine temper always leads them to look 
at facts not as they are, but as they wish them to 
be—men, like the French theorist, who was told 
that the facts did not support his theory: ‘So much 
the worse, said he, for the facts.” Others, sir, may 
follow these unsteady and delusive lights of a prior? 
theories; for myself I prefer the Jess brilliant, though 
more safe guides of facts and experience. 

So again of articles of linen—and silks and 
linens are two of the. largest of our imports. If 
linen goods are, toany extent, excluded, cotton sup- 
plies the only imaginable substitute, and we should 
thus be compensated by the increased consumption 
of cotton. Yes, although I do not doubt this re- 
sult, I would not vote fora prohibitory or even a 
protective duty on linens, because I believe such a 
vole would be in violation of the Constitution; and 
I would not,asa Southern man, be induced by a 
present benefit to recognise the protective principle 
atthe certain cost hereafier of greater sacrifices 
from its general operation; nor would I asan Ame- 
rican statesman look to the special benefit of one 
Section, although that section was my own, in vio- 
lation of the rights and interests of ail other portions 
of the country. Sucha course cf selfish and sec- 
tional legislation Ihave too long denounced in 
oihers to pursue it myself, I would not lay ah:gn 
duty on silks and wines---nor would I tax them 
alone—bat all similar articles of luxury. A duty 
of five per cent. on a judiciously selected list of 
free articles would be all-sufficient to supply the 
public wants. Thus fari an willing now to go; 
and I see ihe most powerful reasons tor legislating 
on the subject now. If itis not done at this ses- 
sion, it cannot be done before the ultimate reduc- 
tion in 1842; and time shou!d be given to the mer- 
cantile community fo adjust their business io any 
increase of duties. It ought to have been done at 
the last session, and I have no doubt would have 
b-en pressed upon the consideration of Congress, 
but for reasons of a political character. 

I think I have shown, as Í promised to do, that 
there is a ceticiency in the revenue; that it is pro- 
vided in the compromise that any such deficiency 
sh. li be supplied by such duties as are now pro- 
posed or articles paying less than twenty per cent; 
tnat this compromise is of binding obhgauen; that 
the taking off duties from luxuries wes opposed hy 
the anti-larifl party, and the provision to. supply 
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any future deficiency, as itis now proposed to sup- 
ply it, was inserted in the compromise act at the 
instance of that party; and, lasily, that if the ques- 
tion were a new and au open one, 2 tax on luxuries 
is, on every principal of poinical econcmy, and oa 
every consideration of sectional equality, the fair- 
estiax. Ido nut doubt that [shalt be assailed and 
misrepresented for my courre on this subject by 
these who are not very serapulous in that way; but 
Ï kave no sort of apprehensicns on tbat score. I 
represent a constiitueccy who are not to be infiu- 
enced by falsehood or mi:representation, cr I 
should not now be here. I owe them mach too 
deep a debt of gratitude to sacrifice their interests 
rather than encounter the rbk ef being misrepre- 
sented. I know that itis a maxim wi 

ticiaus never to do any thing which req 
planation. 
be to do right, disregarding consequences. If Ido 
right, and have to explain it to a virtuous and en- 
lightened constituency, Ido not doubt that I can 
doit. If [knowingly do wrong, I never can ex- 
plain it to my own conscience. 


SPEECH OF MR. DAVIS, 

OF KENTUCKY, ee 
Inthe House of Represcniatives, January 27, 1841—On 
the Treasury Note Bilt: 
Mr. Cuainman: Neither the ij 
sury, ner the honorable chairman 
the bill under consideraiion, prop: 
it to be a measure to increase the ncans appii 
to the service of the year. Both the communica- 
tions from the Department thai relate to it, and the 
argument of the member, assume the postiicn ihat 
the other and ordinary resources of the Treasury 


will be sufficient to meet ihe whose estimate of de- | 


mands upon it for the ageregace of the year; but 
that the receipts and expendnures will piogress 
unequally, and these five : as of Yreasury 
notes are only intended to be avadable for a short 
time, in setiiing balances agalast the receipts for 
the first months. Theystate, as facts, that the pro- 
duce of the Treasury will, at the close of the year, 
be sufficient to meet the estimates of its whole ser- 
vice, including the redemption of these Treasury 
notes; and will, besides leave an unexpended 
I was gratified that these 


strongest conviction, after investig 
promises as to both points are i 
ceptive, It was the duty of the Execu'ive to sug- 
gest snd request suficient means for ihe adminis- 
trative operations of the Governmeni; and, if the 
resources by which they were to be supplied are 
inadequate, to ask Congress to provide others that 
would make good the deficiency. Now, I stare 
that neither the public service is adequately pro- 
vided forin the estimates and specifications of the 
Departwent, nor wiil the resources of revenue 
relied upon by the President produce the sum 
which he and his advivers inform us to be ne- 
essary. 

The Administration that js about going out cf 
power has the majority in beta Liouses of Con- 
gress, and upon it devolves tze business of making 
a suitable provision for an adversary that bas sup- 
planted it, io execute this great governmental trust 
until the close of the year. Do not patriotism, 
justice, and honor require that the supply should be 
ample to enable General Harrisen to discharge 
prompily and convenienlly every duty devolving 
upon the Execuiive, and to preserve untarnished 
the public faith and the public honer? Ithen ap- 
peal to the honorable chairman cf the Comminee 
of Ways and Means, ifthe general average sur- 
plus in the Treasury of $824 273, which they pro- 
pose to,create, is a suficient guaranty against 
possible failures of supply, and against large, un- 
foreseen, and irregular demands upon ii? I: power 
were to continue in their hands, would they thnk 
it prndent to risk so small a redundance of means? 
Tne chairman tells us that the Secretary is high 
authority, and is entitled to our faith and conidence; 
top us hear him for a momcnt upon this point. In 


his communication to the honorable chairman, 
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dated 23th December, in which he asks the aid of 
this very measure, he uses this language: “The 
amount of means might judiciously extend to thé 
five or six millions which have been usually kept 
ou hand in former years, as a balance to cover all 
contingencies and fluctuations,” If to this it be 
replied that sach a surplus is greater than ‘is 
tolerated by “the policy of Congress,” I would 
answer that it was usual, and was deemed both 
prudent and safe in our beiter days, and when the 
receipts and expenditures of the Government were 
millions Jess than they are now, or are ever again 
lizcly tobe. Nor was the surplus ever intended 
to be reduced below that minimum, by the settled 
poiiey of Congress: it was the retrenching processes 
of this prodigal Administration, in its reckless and 
irresponsible watefulness, inits wholesale plunder 
of the public Treasury, that exhausted it and 
brought down thesurplus. But if genilemen per- 
sist in maintaining that surplus to be too large, 
hear the Secretary again, for anoiher moment, in 
terms precise and emphatic: “One mode, then, of 
obviating any difficulty from that circumstance 
will be to reduce the aggregate of new appropria- 
tions, by postponing some and lessening others, so 
thatthe means probably available will be sufficient 
to meet all calis upon the Treasury, and leave in 
it an average balance of about two millions.” “It 
is believed, for reasons enumerated hereafter, that 
such a reduction is possible, without essential in- 
jury to any useful object; and that this balance is 
tne smallest which is adequate to secure prompti- 
tude and good faith in public payments so heavy 
in amount as ours, so unexpected at times. in the 
demands for them, and so dispersed overa wide 
territory,” Previous to the last three cr four years, 
the surplus was rarely ever below five millions of 
collars; within that pericd, profligacy has kept it 
ranging between one and a halfand two millions. 
Isncttbe honcrab’e chairman convinced, by the 
force of the authority which he commends to us, 
aud by his own enlightened consideration of the 
subject, that the proposed surplus will be too smal? 
Tanen Jet him come forth like a magnanimous appo- 
nent and a just and true patriot, and propose such 
additional means as will secure a proper one-— 
which cannot be less than $2,000,000. au 
But there are other claims upon the Treasury of 
alarge amount, known to the Secretary when be 
made up his estimates, and not included in them, 
end to meet which, neither he nor the honorable 
chairman propcsts any supelies whatever. Ts this 
omission caused for the purpose of exhibiting to 
the country a seeming end deceptive economy in 
expenditure? Did the Secretary intend to conceal 
those heavy demands, and throw them upon the 
next Administration, without furnishing any 
means to discharge them; cr was the Administra- 
tion too pacilisnimeus to meet the responsibility of 
asking Congress to sepply the ways? On the 17th 
of December, the Secretary of War forwarded to 
the honorabie chairman his “estimates of appropri- 
ations for the Florida war,” amounting to $2,388,- 
579 75 Why this unusal proceeding? It is the 
duty of the head of the Treasury to furnish Cen- 
gress with estimates for every branch of the public 
service, end such has been the uniform practice. 
Has Bir. Secretary Woodbury abandoned the 
Florica war, and leù the bead of the miliary de- 
pariment “aione in his glory” in its management? 
Well, Mr. Poinsett wants supplies for this war, 
for which becannct get Mr. Woodbury’s sanction, 
and he declines to approach this House through its 
otfiern] organ, the Speaker, but sends his estimates 
and his urgent request to the chairman m the com. 
mittee-room fcr those supphes. Here is an 
anomaly, and a gro:s abuse which sprung up 
under the laie Administration, and which bas been 
frequently practised by the present one, that I hope, 
ere jong, to see reached by the hand of reform. 
"Phe Secretary of the Treasury, in conformity to 
all usage, sends to Congress his estimates of ap- 
propriaucns necessary for the eurrent year, These 
accompany the President's message, are printed 
wiih it, and spread before the country. Afterwards, 
the Secretary, or some other member of the Admi- 
nisiradon, sends additional estimates and requests 
for mKions to the chairmen of the committees, 
which are reporied and voicd by Congress, The 
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appropriations exceed the published estimates, 
but these private, informal ones induce the addi 
tional supply, and thus the whole responsibility of 
it is thrown upon Congress, when the larger share 
ought to rest upon the Exeentive. I have no 
doubt that this deceptive, stealthy mode of obtain- 
ing appropriations has been often adopted to heave 
the responsibility from the shoulders of the Presi- 
dent. Besides, such communications evading this 
House through the medium ofthe Speaker, and 
seeking the chairman of the Commitiee cf Ways 
and Means directly, seem to claim a confidential, 
semi-official relationship between him and the 
Executive branch of the Government, against 
which I make my solemn protest. He is not, nor 
is the chairman of any of the committees of this 
House, an Executive functionary or agent. All 
are the organs of this House, belong absolately 
- and exclusively to it, and are subject wholly to its 
expressed will; and any formal and official com- 
munications between the Executive Departmert 
and these chairmen are innovationary and impro- 
per. Ynformation officially communicated, and 
designed to influence our action, ought to reach 
us through the Speaker. Ttrust, whenever General 
Harrison’s administration may desire money to te 
voted for any purpose ef Government, that a 
frank, honest, old-fashioned communication, ex- 
pressing precisely its object, will be addressed to 
the Speaker ofthe House cf Representatives, so 
that the nation may know and understand ir, But 
this estimate of appropriations for the Florida war 
is to pay and supply troops that have been already 
mustered into the service of the United States by 
the President for terms of three months. The 
Secretary of War informs us that one of their terms 
has expired, and that they have been, some time 
since, enrolled for another; and he proposes to 
enlarge their number from 1,50 to 2,000. From 
his statement, more than a million of this money 
must now be due, and by the termination of this 
Administration half as much more must become 
payable. : 

Is itnot, then, a bold and reckless disregard of 
duty for the Secretary to neglect, and the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to refuse, to 
provide any supplies to meet these Florida eti- 
mates? It is ue that these expenditures have 
grown out of the employment of what the head of 
the War Department calls the “sedentary militia,” 
and that, by the terms of their enrolment, they are 
not to be embodied, but by general order are 
ditected to pursue actively their ordinary business, 
and have expressly stipalated thst they are, under 
no circumstances, to be marched twenty miles from 
their residence. This force has been created by 
the extraordinary power of the President, and his 
war Secretary, without deigning to consult Con- 
gress; but becaure they abused, or were unequal to 
their official discretion, and have constitated a large 
corps ina form not only inefficient, but ludicrous 
and ridiculous, still the cost is a debt, and as 
such, good faith and the public credit require it to 
be met. 

But there will be still other large claims upon 
the Treasnry above and without the estimates of 
the Secretary. Ele computes that tte sum ne- 
cessary for pensions will be something upwards of 
half a million of dollars less than was required for 
the past year; to produce which result the poor 
pessioners would have to die at a rate exceeding 
25 per cent. But the gentleman from Maine [Mr, 
Evans] has shown that 10 per cent. per annum 
is largely above their diminution by death; so that 
at least $250,000 more should be supplied, that the | 
plighted faith of the Government to these recipients 
of its justice and bounty may be preserved. 
Neither has the Scerctary estimated one farthing 
to satisfy the claims of tke States against the 
General Government, or to pay private claims, or | 
to cover objects which, amidst such a vast varisty, 
might escape his attention, or the necessity for 
which mightarise during the session. Maine bas 
claims, originating oat cf her milliary movements 
to repel British aggression upon her territory, 
amounting to between two and three hundred thou- 
sani dollars; acd New Hampshire and Georgia 
both have their claims. A bill providing for the 
payment of those of New Hampshire has passed | 


Treasu-y Note Bill—Mr. Davis. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Jan. 1847, 
H: of Reps. 


=. 
the Senate, and the House Committee on Military 
Affairs are prepared to report unanimously in favor 
of those of Maine. Now I demand to know of 
the gentleman representing those two States, how 
they can urge or vote for the payment of the claims 
of their respective States, whilst they stand opposed 
to raise enough of supplies to meet them, and to 
pay for the cther necessary public service? It is 
neither just, patriotic, ner deccrous. I have not 
been so much surprised at the coid neglect with 
which the private claimants have been treated. 
During the last session all their demands, just or 
unjust, were systematically and petseveringly op- 
posed by this Administration and its majority in 
both Houses of Congress; and so successfully has 
this hostility been followed up, that I donot be- 
lievea dozen private bills will have passed by the 
4th of March. Many of them are of the most just 
and meritorious character; and some of the indivi- 
duals to whom they are due bave been hanging 
around this Hall until they have grown old. From 


j; year to year, they have been sustained by the 


consciousness of the justice of their demands, and 
by the bright and glorious but receding itlusions of 
an American Congress, impressed upon them by 
the lessons of their youth. They have been 
taught to connect it with the loftiest conceptions of 
ability, intelligence, virtue, justice, decorum, 
dignity, and business aptitudes. But they have 
seen it gradually sinking into degeneracy, rent 
and toru by contending parties, passively register- 
ing Executive edicts, abandoning ils constitutional 
and appropriate duties, and giving itself up wholly 
to cabals io control a Presidential election, trara- 
pling upon the Constitution, disregarding the pub- 
lie good, and contemning the claims of private 
justice. When these individuals have seen our 
debates running into ialerminable vagaries on 
every subject but the one before the House, and 
the days allotted by our rules to an adjadication of 
their rights filched from them by an uaserupulous 
and tyrannical majority, and that time and money 
which justly belongs to them given up to faction 
and profi:gacy, who could be surprised that they 
should utter against us curses deep and bitter; 
that, smarting under a sense of slight and wrong, 
they should invoke some Cromwell todrive us 
from the seats we dishonor? 

I submit itto the intelligence and candor of the 
honorable chairman whether for the appropriations 
to cover there claims of the Siates, the demands 
of individuals that onght reasonably to be pressed, 
and subjecis that may have escaped the attention 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, or that may be 
provided for by the independent action ef Congress, 
the sum of one million of dollars would be too 
jarge? Why, sir, if there should be an ordinary 
degree of vigilance and fidelity in superintending 
the public service, that amount would be greatly 
insefficieat. In 1838 the expenditures exceeded 
the estimates more than four millions of do:lars; in 
1839 this excess was $1,360,578; and in 1840 it 
was $2,723,349; and in each year the excess was 
composed principally of items that had been 
omitted by the Secretary in his estimates. These 
facis, with a great many others, prove how prone 
to error is the head of the Treasury Department, 
and admonish my honorable friend to abate some- 
thing of the high confidence which he is disposed 
to give to his estimates for the present year. But 
conecding fer the present that they are eecurate so 
far as they go—and stiil itis demonstrated that 
they are minus by millions, certainly wot less than 
by the difference between his estimated surplus 
and the sgzregate of the several items waich I have 
here presented, and this difference cannot possibly 
be less than $4,564 366—how can the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means or Con- 
gress evade the duty to raise the requisite supplies 
to meet it? 

But let us examine very cursorily the adequacy 
of the provision which the minister of finance pro- 
poses fur the year’s servive. He estimates a less 
expenditure for this year than what was actually 
incurred during the last by $3,339,349; and if the 
items connected with the Florida war, which had 
actually accrued, and were then in arrears, be, as 
they ought to be, computed, this excess of expendi- 
| tures for last year would be more than $4,000,000. 


$766,000. 


Tne difference between the expenses of the short 
and long sessions of Congress, and the diminished 
sums necessary for the public buildings, and to ex- 
ecute Indian treaties, made in the aggregate, in 
favor of this year, about $500,000; but tn addition 
to the $250.000 which will ke required for the pay- 
ment cf pensions, there are other large amounts 
which the Secretary has cut down in his estimates, 
and, as itseems to me, to the prejudice of the pub- 
lie interest. Last year there was appropriated for 
the Ordnance Department $963,000; this year but 
In 1840, the- appropriations for fortifi= 
cations were $878,198; whilst for 1841 the Secre- 
tary estima‘es $415,500 for the same works. As 
they are all in an unfinished state, and more money 
must be expended on each before they are ccm- 
pleied, the reasonable presumplion is, that as large 
expenditures would have been required upon them 
in this, as during the past year. But then the 
Secretary of War informs us that, in consequence 
of these appropriations for the past year having 
been postponed by the President, little or nothing 
of them had been expended; there is an apparent 
necessity for enlarged operations, and sums exs 
ceeding those which were voted at the last session. 
This difference beiween tke appropriations of 
the past, and the estimates of the present year, 
might be traced, butin a less striking degree, ina 
great many other items. . But let me pursue, for a 
moment, this suspension or postponement (if the 
term suits better) by the President of certain appro- 
priations made at the last session. In his annual 
message he uses this language: “Nor has it been 
feund necessary, in order to produce this result, 
to resort to the power conferred by Congress, of 
postponing certain clastes of the public works, ex- 
cept by deferring expenditures for a short period, 
upon a limited portion of them, and which poste 
ponement terminated some time since,” &c. From 
the President's statement, every person would infer 
that this postponement had produced but an incon- 
siderable interruption to operations on these works, 
and which, slight as it was, had long since wholly 
cezsed. Bat what is the information given us by 


“the Secretary of War upon this subject? In his 


annual report ke says, “In consequence of the sus- 
pension of the application of funds appropriated 
for the prosecution of the works under the supervi- 
sion of the Quartermaster General’s office, during 
the season for active operations, little progress has 
been made in them since my last report.” The 
difference of statement between the two high 
functionaries in relation to the same matter pro- 
duced some ambiguity; and to clear it up, this 
House called upen the President for the true state 
of the case. Wel!, Mr. Van Buren sends us his 
message, in which he admits that he had suspended 
the whore of theapprepriations for fortifications, 
and large sums for ether objects, amounting in the 
aggregate to $1,638,317; and this suspension con- 
tinued at least as Jate as the 8th day of November. 
Congress was shortly to assemble, and might be a 
little curious about this matter; it was therefore 
deemed advisable that Mr. Secretary Woodbury 
should on that day send a communication to the 
President, informing bim that the Treasury was 
in such condition that this suspension or postpone~ 
ment might be terminated, and we Jearnofno fur- 
ther official action upon the subject. The Presi- 
dent had directed the suspension of these appropri- 
ations; and were the officers and agents charged 
with their disborsement, or any person out of his 
privy council, duly advertised that it had ceased? 
The member from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] on yester- 
day read us a letter from the Secretary of War, in 
which he concedes that the contractors upon the 
works at Old Point Comfort had not been paid for 
their labor; and that they could not receive pay- 
ment until the Istof April, in consequence of the 
President having postponed the appropriation for 
that fortification, Mr. Poinsett pushes the Presi: 
dent still deeper into the morass, Bat. this is only 
one of the instances of duplicity, concealment, and 
prevarication, wih which the Pre ident’s annual 
message teems. However, it is characteristic; for 
if ever he has written a single sentence that carried 
an honest purpose and meaning in plain straight- 
forward language, I do not recollect to have read 
it, Among the reforms which I expegt to see ine 
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troduced by his successor, will be State papers 
unambiguous, frank, and comprehensible; un- 
sophisticated in argument, and in detail of facts 
presenting the naked and reliable truth. Yes, 
. when President Harrison speaks to the American 
People and to Congress, it will be in language 


frank and intelligible, to which every body may . 


confidently appeal, as the exponent of his princi- 
ples, and as the vehicle of accurate information. 

But the President’s confidential officers have 
presented to him directly still stronger testimony of 
the insufficiency of these estimates. The Secre- 
tary of War, in his annual report, says: “The 
whole coast, from Passamaquoddy bay to the Sa- 
bine river, is exposed, on every point not defended 
by nature, to be invaded with impunity; and in the 
eventof war, the expense of attempting to defend 
this long line by troops, for one year only, would 
cost more than to erect the works which have 
been planned, and which are deemed sufficient to 
defend the several points of attack along the 
whole coast.” Again: “During your administra- 
tion, nearly forty-one thousand Indians have been 
added to those already residingon the western 
boundary, while the additional securities to the 
border States have not been commensurate to the 
additional dangers to which such an increase of 
warlike and discontented neighbors exposes them.” 
But Mr. Poinsett presents the paucity of our 
means in astill stronger pointof view. ‘When- 
ever,” says he, “the condition of the Treasury will 
permit, it is very desirable to erect new barracks 
at West Point. Those at present there are dilapi- 
dated buildings, origimally badly constructed, and 
now in a siate of decay, which renders them as un- 
healthy as they are inconvenient.” 

But do these gentlemen propose to be any more 
provident of the interests ofour glorious Navy? 
The Secretary of this Department dirécts the Board 
of Navy Commissioners to make cut their esti- 
mates for that.arm of the public defeiice, not accor- 
ding to its wants, and with an enlightened regard 
to its vigor and efficiency, but allows them to select 
“objects and amounts of expenditures,” within the 
scope. of an inexorable restriction to $5,025,000 
This arrangement meeis the more pressing de- 
mands of the Navy, and leaves to be applied to 
its permanent increase the paitry sum of $100,000. 
Now, sir, upon this review, we, the friends of the 
coming in Administration, reproach those who are 
going out of power, that they are not making an 
adequate. and. proper provision for the public ser- 
vice; that they sacrifice patriotism and the lofty 
pride connected:with national -power and glery to 
a blind, despicable. party attachment, and to the 
ignoble purpose of embarrassing the Government 
of their country, because it is about to be swayed 
by a President not cf their choice. And for this 
we are taunted, thatat the last session our song 
carried all the time the popular burden of retrench- 
ment. and economy; that we are suddenly me- 
tamorphosed by the acquisition of power, and are 
giving early indication of a propensity torun a 
career of large and extravagant expenditure. 
Those against whom we were lately hurling the 
heaviest thunders of denunciation for a reckless 
and profligate was‘e of the public treasure, are now 
attempting to. turn this battery upon us. Let us 
look a litile deeper into this matter. Mr. Van 
Buren. and his minister of finance propose to allow 
General Harrison to expend, during the next year, 
in every branch of the public service, $19,250,000, 
provided they have not over-estimated the re- 
sources by which that sum is tobe raised. And 
hew.is that to be realized and brought into the 
Treasury? Mr. Woodbury calculates the customs 
to furnish $19,000,000, and the sales of public 
lands $3,500,000. Last year the same resources 
yielded $17,120,103, of which the avails of the cus- 
toms were abont $14,000,000.. Now, we have re- 
turns from the Yreasury, which inform vs that 
the first quarter will produce something more than 
three millions, This. is not matter of conjecture, 
but one of the tests of time. In’ December next, 
by. the operation of the compromise, the duties 
will fall ef $2,500,000; and as-that.sum would 
amount to a pretty good profit.upon the importa- 
tion of dutiable articies, no more of them will be 
brought in for some considerable time before. thai 
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date than will be required by the active demands 
of our market. We can only form opinions; but 
give to these two facts-their proper consideration, 
and can any candid man come to any other con- 
clusion than that the Secretary has greatly over- 
rated the produce of the customs? Can any rea- 
sonable expectation be indulged that the last three 
quarters will produce each upwards of five millions 
of dollars? No, sir; the customs cannot be lelied 
upon for mare than fifteen millions; and, from the 
aggravation of the general contraction in our mone- 
tary affairs that will be produced by the operation 
of the Sub Treasnry, and a general attempt of the 
banks to resume specie payments, the amount 
arising from the sales of public lands will proba- 
bly not exceed three millions ofdoilars. Then, a 
surplus in the Treasury of $2,000,000; the esti- 
mates of the Secretary of War for the Florida 
service being $2,388,579; the amouni necessary to 
meet the claims of individuals and the States, and 
unexpended objects of expenditure, amounting at 
least io $1,600,000; and the excess of the Secretary’s 
estimates of the receipts of the year, make an ag- 
gregate beyond his anticipated surplus of $9,064,- 
306. I do not think any candid man would ven- 
ture an opinion that the deficiency in the revenue 
would not be at least that amount, andin my judg~ 
ment it will be considerably above it, But the con- 
dition of things will be much worse forthe next 
and subsequent years, unless Congress adopts some 
remedial legislation. Mr. Woodbury informs us: 
“The progressive reduction of the present tariff, 
which has been goieg on since 1833, will, after 
December, 1841, take effect toa much larger ex- 
tent than heretofore. Nearly two millions anda 
half of dollars wiil then be deducted at once.” 
“On the first of July afterwards, at least two mil- 
lions anda half more of duties will be removed; 
making an aggregate, in six months, of quite five 
millions. If the imports, then, should not differ 
much from those of 1838, this would leave an in- 


_come from them not probably exceeding ten or 


eleven millionsannually.” The Secretary presents 
his side of the case as favorably as inany candor 
he could; and, I have no doubt, gives us a larger 
result than will be justified by experience. The 
avarage amount of imports will not equal those 
of 1838, and the revenue arising from them will 
generally be under ten millions. The sales of 
public lands will bring in about three millions 
yearly; and thus there will be thirteen millions an- 
nually to sustain this Government in all its multi- 
form and extensive operations—our large and 
ramified civil jist, our Indian relations, our fo- 
reign intercourse with ajl the nations of the earth, 
our army, our navy, our vast internal polity. 
The Secretary knows that this cannot be done upon 
the scale which has so long prevailed, and reasons 
with himself a remedy for this state of things. He 
presents,.in their order, issues of Treasury notes or 
foans—the distinctive panacea of this Administra- 
tion; a. recall of the surplus deposited with the 
States; direct taxation, and some extensive modifi- 
cation of the present tariff; all of which he re- 
pudiates; and he winds up by choosing “the large 
reduction of the expenditares,” and recommends 
that “the reduction be pushed vigorously.” As 
our resources would be only two-thirds of what he 
has admitted, in his meagre, stinted estimates, to 
be necessary for the service of this year, to bring 
down the expenditures to the receipts would re- 
quire a reduction more vigorously than has ever 
yet been seen. A person uninformed of the fact 
would conclude that this Secretary, in his admi- 
nistration of his Department, must have been a 
great friend of economy, and have signalized him- 
self by the extent and importance of his retreneh« 
ments. Thai, as he had expressed his opinion 
with so much confi-'ence, that about thirteen mil- 
lions annually would suffice his successors to sts- 
tain this Government and to foster and protect all 
the interests of this great nation, surely it could nat 
have required more ‘than fifeen millions to have 
enabled him to effect the same objects. But what 
would be his amazement in turning to the archives 
of the Treasury office, to find that this Secretary, 
who has been so ostentatiously reading lectures 
upon economy te those who are to follow him, 
had in the last four years expended an aggregate 


of $135,679,548? Be not startled, sir, tis true; 'tis: 
Passing true: though “tis strange, it is wondrous: 
strange: and thus this vast: amount is disttibuted.. 
through that period. In the year 1837, were ex-:: 
pended $35,281,361; in 1838, $37,150,118; in 1839, 
$36,604,413; and in 1840, $26,643,656; anid. this- 
grand aggregate would have been swollen to.@145,-..- 
000,000, but for the vigorous assaults made by- the: 
Whigs upon the present party in power for its un. 
precedented wastefulness; and. that the last session - 
of Congress immediately preceded the Presidential 
election... Bat there are the unsatisfied. balances., 
against the Treasury, untold, unknown, but doubt--: 
less sufficient to eke out that mighty sum. Now, `: 
in the name of the American people, I demand to 
know of the Administration what has it done with 
this immense treasure? How has: it been appro- 
priated, and where are the commensurate: results? 
Have our important harbors been cleared out, 
buoys erected to warn the mariner from dangers 
beneath the ocean buried, and light-houses peered 
high, with inspiring gleams shooting across the 
midnight watery waste, to guide him to his haveng 
Has our Navy been increased apace with our . 
growth, and kept fully sufficient for the exigencies 
ofa commerce spreading into every sea, and ex- 
ploring every land? Have roads and canals been 
calied into existence, to speed the interchanges of 
intelligence and commerce throughout this.extended 
confederacy, and to concentrate its powér'at any: 
point where danger thay threaten on its four thou- 
sand miles of frontier, of ocean, lake, and forest? 
Have our Atlantic cities and commercial empo- 
riums been‘secured against sudden invasion by im~ 
pregnable fortifications, armed with great ordnance, 
whose deep intonations mimic Heaven’s artillery?” 
In this great and warlike nation, armed, ‘in full 
coat of mail, resting in dread repose, but ready for 
the shock cf battle, desiring friendly relations with 
the nations of the earth, asking of all nothing but. 
“what is right,?? and determined. and fully pre- 
pared “to submit to nothing that is wrong?” No, 
sir, no; all ih se questions, fraught with so much of 
momentous interest to the American people, must 
be answered in the negative. Any man not partis: 
cularly informed would have supposed, that. the: 
leading and permanent objects, the repairs of 
the Navy, the gradual increase of our: military 
marine, the construction of fortifications, ` the. 
making of roads and canals, the improvement of 
harbors and rivers, the: procurement of ordnance 
and the armament of our fortifications, would, in 
the aggregate, have claimed at least one-fourth of 
this total disbursement. How would he be 
shocked and outraged to learn that those. nine 
great and essential interests had, altogether, shared 
less than twelve millions of dollars of that-immense 
expenditure; and that,- exeluding $4,400,000 for the 
repairs of the Navy, all'the others had had, in the 
last four years, but $7,553,123 appropriated to 
them, without deducting any thing from that 
amount for unexpended balances that have re- 
mained more than two years, and thereby fell beak 
into the surglus fund. In the session of 1839, 
there was nothing appropriated for harbors and 
rivers; the last session, nothing; and the whole of 
the fast appropriation for fortifications was virtus 
ally repealed by the President’s exercise of the susi 
pending power. -` . ee 
The Secretary of War tells us that our, situa- 
tion is so defenceless that we are exposed.to- be at- 
tacked with impunity at every point. where. nature 
has not interposed her protection; and that our 
very barracks are falling into dilapidation and ruin. 
But who can contemplate the condition of our 
Navy without feelings of indignation and humility? 
Years ago, Congress directed the building of the 
frigate Congress, and. also of six small ships of 
war; but so pressing and important have been 
other demands upon the Treasury, that no money 
could be spared for the frigate and for one of the 
shaller ships. The few vessels we have in com- 
mission are bareby kept afloat, in a state of great 
inefficiency; Whilst those in ordinary and on the. 
stocks have been slowly, but certainly, going to- 
decay: - Our: commerce has been suffering for 
the want of a sufficent force to protect it, in al 
most every sea. About the time of the com- 
‘mencement of the commercial troubles at Canton 
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| our traders tò that port. petitioned the President to 
end a- ‘squadrén ‘into those distant ‘regions to 
ect American interests: Such is the imbecility 
administers our Navy Department, | that- 
though’ our great commercial rival had made `a 
descent upon China‘'will’'a heavy military and 
fitime force—though the British merchants, 
from feelings of rivalry, were torturing their jn- 
genuúity to cut up the American trade, and iheir 
commanders ‘were perpetrating outrages upon our 
` ships and lawful traffic by violations of the Jaws of 
nations’ and of blockade—still twelve months ex- 
pired ‘before -the feebleness of the Administration 
could despatch a’squadron to look after these in- 
teresting concerns. - And what sort of an armament 
was it? Our smallest frigate-and a single sloop 
sentout to protect our trade from China, in a state 
‘of quasi war between her and Great Britain; and so 
tardily, that they probably have not yet reached the 
theatre of their operations! A pretty demonstration 
of American power and greatness was this to 
make upon a} semi-barbarian people, in the pre- 
sence; too; ofa wary andYealous rival, powerfully 
armed, and unscrupuleusly using every means to 
eject us. from the trade, and to secure for herself 
an’ exclusive monopoly of il. Even now, the 
pusillanimity of the Chinese may be awed into sub- 
mission by this imposing display of British force 
and prowess; and they may be negotiating a total 
change of the system of their.commercial inter- 
course with the rest of the world, under England’s 
Military dictation, when there is notan American 
gun‘on:all their seas, whose thunders shallawaken 
them from the stupor of their fright to the 
recollection’ that there is any such country as 
America. ae ; 

Itis, both to ourinjury and dishonor, ‘notorious 
that our military marine, whether in commission 
or in ordinary, bears no proper proportion to. our 
mercantile tonnage, and is greatly inadequate to jts 
protection. France has one gun for every seventy 
tons of shipping-—-England has one for every hun- 
dred ‘tons, whilst the United States has but one for 
every seven hundred tons. The application, too, 
of steam ower to the propelling of ships is produ- 
cing a grgat and radical change in naval warfare. 
Ih port tack and defence, and for celerity and 
certainty in coast descent, experienced seamen ac» 
cord to-stgam ships vast elliciency ever ordinary 
shipping, ‘To-a country having numerous ports 
ania great extent of coast, it is of vits) impor- 
tance: to, be strongly armed with this formidable 
means of offence ‘and defence. England has 
thitty.two-mien-of-war steam ships, France has 


eighteen, and the United States has two on the [| 


stocks, and the miserable thing called “the Robert 
Fulton” ‘afloat. Gentleman vaunt their friendship 
for our navy, and their pride in its glorious achieve- 
ments; let them give a more satisfactory and solid 
testimony that. they in truth possess those truly 
American and ennobling sentiments, Jet them vote 
enough:of money to make it great as well as gal- 
lant: L, sir, am prepared now to vote three milliens 
in-addition to what has been proposed for the Navy; 
and I would sooner attempt to justify: myself to my 
constituents for that vote, than for any I shall give 
duritg thesession. They are an agricultural pco- 
ple, situate in the heart of this Union, Their posi- 
lion gives them comparative security from foreign 
aggession. They know that the first onset must 
be made upon our navy and upon our coast; and 
considerations coupled with their own security, as 
well as a desire to see danger warded off from their 
countrymen and brethren, prompt them to favor 
measures that will fully s:rengihenboth. They un- 
derstand that a strong and effective havy can never 
endanger public liberty, and is the only, and yet a 
powerful means of beativg back from our shores 
the bloody tide of war. They look with fraternal 
feelings and with national pride to those States 
which have given to the stars and stripes the best 
and noblest tars'that ever spread canvass to the 
battle or the breeze; and in the fulness of their 
hearts they desire tő cover them with the æzis of 
the Hation, and to draw them closer to their embrace. 
We hear gentlemen on this flor fulminating war 
against England, and rebuking’cur own Govern- 
went for having. borne so auch from her pride, 
her arrogance, and her thirst for dominion, We | 


‘certainly havea long and grave accéunt to settle - 


with her, and she perseveres in still running it up. 


‘She has violently held possession of a portion of 


our territory for a generation against the clearest 
right; and she answers cur demonstration of her 
wrong by extending her claim to embrace another 
large portion of the State of Maine. An armed 
expedition from one of her provinces invaded the 


State of New York, cut a steamboat out of one of. 


her-ports, and perpetrated the crimes of arson and 
murder; and when one of the felons comes within 
our jarisdiction, and, having audaciously boasted 
of bis deeds, is apprehended for his crimes, her 
Minister has the boldness to justify him, and 
demands his release because he was acting under 
the authority of his Government. 
our runaway slaves into the Canadas, and immedi- 
ately arms and forms them into regiments to keep 


-ward over our frontier, denying to their owners 


both compensation and the rightto reclaim them. 
When our ships put into her West India ports from 
stress of weather, having slaves on board, she 
seizes upor this property against the laws of nations, 
assuming the exuraordinary position that the 
legislation of Parliament can change the principles 
of that universal code, and give freedom to the 
slave the moment he toushes her possessions, 
Under color of suppressing the slave trade, and 
other pretexts, she takes forcible possession of cur 
unarmed ships engaged in Jawfal traffic, and breaks 
up their voyages, to the ruin of their owners, when 
her real motive is jealousy of cur growing com- 
merce and to cripple it to her purpose. That man 
deludes himself who believes that she will retrace 
her steps, that we can reclaim our territory, or 
procure from her redress for those other wrongs, 
except at the cannon’s mouth. When has she 
ever faltered in her career.of encroachment and 
usurpation in which, stimulated by her avarice and 
rapacity, her love of power, and domination, she 
has been steadily marching for more than a 
century? At this time, beyond all former periods, 
fortune seems to favor her ambitious projects, 
In Syria, and Forkey, Northern India, and China, 
she is advancing covertly or openly with a giants 
stride, and we are leit in doubt whether the achieve- 
ments of her arms or of ber diplomacy are the 
most signal. Hers is far the greatest, past or pre- 
sent, of all earth’s empires. It is spread and is 
Spreading over iss four quarters, and travels with 
the eternal circle of the sun around it. Power, the 
great corrupting principle of the heart of ran, is 
acting with an energy without parallel upon her 
rulers,and, for the future, her leading national 
propensity will be, to plaut ber foot upon the 
nations. How can we, her greatest commercial 
rival, hope to elude it? Whenever she is engaged 
ina general war, she willnot permit us to enjoy 
the rich and teeming harvest of the commerce of 
a world inarms. Her usurpation of the right of 
search, and of declaring subjects of lawful trade to 
be contraband of war, will force us to become par- 
ties to the conflict. Sooner or jater, from some cf 
these causes, the storm will burst upon us, and it 
is the duty of people and of rulers to be prepared 
for it. She way to protect ourselves and to make 
England feel the vigor of ourarms, is to throw 
impregnable fortifications around our important 
commercial emporiums, and to build up a powerful 
navy. 


Bat, sir, when a Secretary, who in the last four 


years has spent one hundred and forty millions 
ofdolars, and yet left all our internal channels of 
communication unadvanced, our whole defences 
in such an unprepared and miserable condition, our 
military marine jn dilapidation and ruin, and not 
asingle great object of permanent naticnal utility 
to note to the future that Mr. Van Buren’s Admi- 
nistration has been, gravely lectures General Harri- 
son that the Government of this great people can 
be properly administered, and their mighty interests 
adequately provided for, by an annaal expenditure 
of thirteen millions of dollars, does it not strike 
‘every unprejudiced mind as a most unparalleled 
piece of impudence?. Nothing but his adroitness 
in mystifying the national eoncerns over which he 
has presided could save him from the contempt 
and scorn’ of the great honest mass of his own 
party. He strongly reminds one of the description 
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which Don Quixote gave of Sancho to the Duape— 
“that, to: judge. from his cunning, you would sup- 
pose he was a knave; but then his absurdity will 
incline you to believe he is a fool.” This Seere- 
tary could not have recommended a smaller 
amount.of expenditure, even if the present Admi- 
nistration had been.so wise, so fruitful of great-re- 
sults, as to’ have-left nothing for the next and its 
friends to do towards national improvement and. 
national security, but simply to maintain our in- 
ternal polity, and our relaticns with the Indiaa 
trikes and with foreign nations. It is mot because 
the large sum of money has been expended, that 
the indignation of the people has been awakened 
against their incompetent and unfaithful agents, 
but that ithas been all wasted, without producing 
any permanent good. Ithas gone as the spoils of 
victory; it has been plandered by defaulting officers 
and unfaithful employees in the Florida war, and 
squandered in a thousand ways, whilst the Govern- 
ment was totally regardless of its high and solemn 
trustin the disbursement. From the Presidency 
down, ali have acted exclusively upon the spoils 
principle. The benefit, power, and glory of the 
nation; purity, fidelity, and wisdom in administra- 
tion; the security and preservation of liberty, have 
been unheeded; and all, all have been animated 
by the sole, absorbingignoble purpose of bolding 
on to power. it would have been cheerfully con~ 
ceded to them to have appointed their own friends 
to. office had they given to the country good and 
true men. : 

But it was proclaimed by their official reports .in 
the Senate chamber. that the officers of Government 
were expected to take an active part in politics; and 
those who were daily delnding the people, by in- 
voking the name of Jefferson and Democracy, 
poured contempt upon his memory by disregarding, 
wholly his great conservative principle of making 
an active interference, by any officer of Govern- 
ment, either in’State or Federal. elections, a cause 
of removal. The appointing power never asked 
“is he honest, is he faithful, is he capable,” but. is 
he influential, active, and no/sy?—how much can 
his support add to, orhis opposition abstract from, 
the popularity of Mr. Van Buren and the party? 
The incumbents who attended quielly and faithfully 
lo their duties were rpthlessly and ignominiously 
dismissed, notwithstanding they votedin favor of 
the Administration.: That was not enough;. they 
were expecied to give their time and their energies, 
their soul and sense, up to electioneering, to the 
manufacture of popular sentiment, to the corrup- 
tion of the ballot-box. Their decent quiescence 
was treason against their party; they were drag- 
ged forth and immolated upen its foul altar; and 
their places filled by unscrupulous, mercenary 
trainbands, whose last care was to perform the 
duties of the stations they but nominally filled. 
After this system had been enforced in all its rigor, 
and the party leaders and apostles resisted registry 
laws; and every attempt to throw defences around 
popelar suffrage, and to guard its purity—and one 
of their great principles of operation has been. any 
fraud upon it-—now it is the height of effrontery 
that they should set up as its especial guardians. 
When the-people appealed to the Government 
not as an independent concern, but as their ageney, 
instimted solely for their convenience and good— 
they were sternly reproved, that they “expected teo 
much of Governmeni”—‘“‘ihat it was the duty of 
Government to take care of itself.” Is it strange 
that, under such auspices, the Government should 
nave Lecome corrupt in all its ramifications; the 
Treasury should have been given upto plunder 
and bankruptcy; the national defences abandoned; 
our foreign intercourse neglected; the rights of our 
merchants trampled upon by our rivals, and our 
honor tarnished; our currency in hopeless disorder; 
om credit and commerce prosirate; and our sys- 
tem fast changing its character of a representative 
Democracy io an elective monarchy? Is it wonder- 
Culthat the American people have. given to. the 
power that caused all this such a signal overthrow? 
Let its fate be a beacon-light for all future Admi-- 
nistrations, warning them to keep afar from its prin- 
ciples and its measures. ‘ Lote 

But, sir, there are other large existing demands 
against the Treasury. The Administration. chair- 
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man of the Commitiee on Finance inthe Senate 
(Mr. Wricat] concedes that we owe by treaty 
stipulation with ceriain Indian tribes, $2,300,000. 
Our Government is bound to advance ihe money 
and vest it in annuities for their benefit; and the 
convenant we have made with these poor sons of 
the forest has long been in a state of infraction. 
The sums we owe other tribes augment our Indian 
debt largely above $3,000,000. The amount of 
unsatisfied balances, growing out of the Florida 
war, our contracts for fortifications, for army sup- 
plies, and for numerous other objects, who at pre- 
sent, can number the aggregate? The systematic 
concealment, the thick veil, which this Adminis- 
tration has always thrown over such ‘secrets of 
State,” must be rent before it can be told; but the 
most intelligent members of Coneresss compuie it 
at from seven to ten millions, . So that, beyond the 
estimates. of the Sceretary of the Treasury, there 
are present urgent claims against the Govern- 
ment for debi due, and for the most essential pub- 
lic service, amounting to about $20,000,000. If it 
be even possible to drag on a miserable, dishonora- 
ble existence for another year, with the aid of 
Treasury notes, is it wise and statesman-like to 
do. it, without creating other and permanent sources 
of revenue? This responsibility cannot be post- 
poned. much longer, and yet no legislation that 
can reasonably take place at the next regular ses- 
sion can provide for it, with any practical effect, 
short of eighteen months, By the provision of the 
compromise act, the credit of three and six months 
for the principal amount of duties will continue 
until July, 1842; any which might be imposed at 
the next session upon luxuries could not possibly 
be available sooner than the ensuing midsummer, 
and no considerable amount before the fall and 
winter following. Then, postpone tke action of 
Congress upon this subject twelve months longer, 
and it will throw together upon the Treasury all 
existing unsatisfied balances, and the present 
heavy deficiency: in the revenue for two yea:s, 
The rates of duties will necessarily have to be 
higher than they might now be affixed, as they 
must be sufficient not only for the annual expendi- 
ture, but for the liquidation of all the debt that 
may in the mean time accumulate. But if we pro- 
ceed at once to meet the difficulties of our position, 
we mitigate a cause that must necessarily produce 
some agitation and charge in trade and business; 
and there is time yet for reasonable notice to be 
allowed to our importing merchants, before any 
new law might be made to take effect. They 
could then exercise a provident forecast, and 
modify their importations according to the change 
produced by our legislation-—a matter of vital in- 
terest to them, and by no means of indifference to 
the country. 

The necessity upon Congress to raise more re- 
venue is indisputable, and is daily becoming more 
urgent; and now is the time, the appropriate time, 
to enter upon it. There cannot, in reason, be 
any quesiion in relation to this matter, except as 
to the mode by which itis tobe done. There is 
buta solitary gentleman in the House whe has 
proposed direct taxation, and, notwithstanding it 
may have here a few more friends, it is not 
seriously tobe considered.. It is the most expensive, 
vexatious, and oppressive férmof taxation. It is 
in confliction with all the habits and feelings of the 
American people, and they will not and ought net 
to submit to it, except in time of war, or some other 
extraordinary and pressing emergency. The with- 
drawal of the deposites from the States is, if, possi- 
ble, more objectionable; because that measure was 
intended and regarded at the time as but another 
mode of distributing the proceeds of the sales of 
the publie lands; and it was only prejudice against 
the measure designed expressly for that purpose, 
which had previously passed both Houses by 
the most decisive majorities, and its distinguished 
author, that prevented it from being so inform as 
weil as in substance. The. money had resulied 
from the sales of the lands; it of right belonged to 
the States, and they have so used it. If Congress 
were to reclaim these deposits, it would be re- 
quiring from the Sates that which is theirs, and 
which they could:not return to the United S:ates 
Treasury only by the mest grievous direct taxation 
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upon the people. The resort must be to the long 
approved and appropriate form ot duties upon im- 
portations. By the terms of the. compromise act, 
silks, wines, and other articles of luxury were 
nearly wholiy exempted from duties, because none 
of them were manufactured or prodyced in the Uni- 


ted States; and the chief amount of revenue raised . 


by imposts was placed upon articles that come in 
competition with American manufactures. This 
arrangement was made to afford to our own manu- 
facturers more protection than would have been 
provided for if the revenue by duties had been 
distributed among all our subjects of importation. 
The compromise further declared that the duties 
then in existence, (about twenty per cent.) should 
be reduced ten per cent. per annum until December 
next, when half of the remaining excess above that 
rate sbould abate; and on the 30th day of Jane, 
1842, the other half should a'socome off. No sd- 
ditional duties were ti be imposed upon luxuries, 
unless the revenue should prove deficient. ‘The 
effect of this arrangement was, that the articles of 
import that pay the great mass of revenue are 
mostly necessaries; ard by its subsequent operation, 
in reducing the rates of duty by annea; insialments, 
there has been, and will be from this time forib, 
a heavy deficiency in the revenue. Will Congress 
neet it by imposing daties upon luxuries equal to 
those that are now paid by protected articles, or 
will we spread it over all our importations, without 
regard to the existing tariff, or add it to the bur- 
den that now exists upon necessaries? 
me to be only necessary to state these propositions 
toenable gentlemen to choose between them; and 
I am astonished that there is any diversity of judg- 
ment upon the subject. A tax upon luxuries. will 
fall principaily upon the wealthy and the prodigal; 
nor have they been cheapened to any persen since 
they have been admitted almost free, ‘Phe consu- 
mers of necessaries may well cbject to any more 
burdens pen them until Jexuries are made to pay 
atleast equivalent duties; and this would seem to 
be more agevabie to the South, since they would 
fall cqually upon every section of ihe United States 
according to its consumplion. But put them upon 
arlicles similar to those made in our Northern 
mantfactories, and you necessarily increase the 
price of the products of that portion cf the people 
of the United States, and give them a profit not 
shared by those whose industry is not employed in 
the same pursaits. 

Bui the Norta does not insist upon this. Its en- 
lightened representatives on this floor, in a spirit of 
justice and good feeling, have most disiinctly ex- 
pressed their concurrence in the project of im- 
posing upon all luxuries the same rate of duties 
as now exist upon protected articles; or they are 
willing for the additional burden to be thrown upon 
the latter, at the option of gentlemen from other 
sections of the Union. [tis a principle of justice, 
and wise policy too, that all taxes ought, as far as 
practicable, to be paid according to the ability of 
those upon whom they are imposed, I avow my- 
self in favor, then, of the amendment of the genye- 
man from New York, [Mr. Barnanp,] which pro- 
poses to borrow ten millions of dollars by direct 
loan, and to lay duties upon luxuries, to meet the 
deficiency in our revenne, A direct loan is al- 
ways the most honest, and would now be the 
cheapest mode of raising the money. It is a trans- 
action withont any concealment or mystification, 
and overtly informsithe people of the true condi- 
tion ofthe Treasury. ‘The issue of Treasury notes 
is an ijadireet and insidious made of borrowing 
money. It has been chosen during the last four 
years for the purpose, and is well eaiculated io 
evade responsiblity, and to hide from the people 
the real condition of their afairs. How many Ame- 
rican citizens, particulaly friends of the present Ad- 
ministration, will credit the statement that, by the 
agency of Treasury notes, it has, since 1837, 
borrowed $25,000,000; and, by the bill now under 
consideration, is proposing $5,000,000 of additional 
loan. It ought only to be attempied when ail the 
usual modes of borrowing money have failed. In- 
stead of alleviating, it increases the burdens upon 
the Treasury, by charging it with the interest 


which the notes bear, and ali the heavy incidental 
expenses of their issue. But when there has been 
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a growing deficiency of the revenue for four years, 
and, in addition to its annual produce, Mr. Van 
Buren has expended twenty-five millions of Trea- 
sury notes, the fourth instalment of the deposites 
with the States, amounting to upwards of nine mil- 
lions, the surplus of more than six millions which 
was in the Treasury when he came into office; the 
seven millions of Government stock ‘in the Jate 
Bank of the United States, being an aggregate ‘of 
extraordinary means of more than $47,000,000: 
and when the ordinary receipts of the Treasury 
are about fo fall off $10,000,000 annually, and 
the condition of the country and its great: interests 
are in such a deplorable condition—for the Presi- 
dent and his finance Secretary to propose no 
remedy for this state of things but another issue 
of five millions of Treasury notes, and for the 
majority of Congress to refuse any other provision 
for it, prove an enormity of faction, a. flagitious 
desertion of duty, a reckless disregard of con- 
sequences, that ought to draw upon them the un- 
mitigated reprobatisn of the whole American ped- 
ple. When the friends of the next Administra- 
tion becawe dominant in Congress, they will 
march steadily forward to meet every proper re- 
sponsibility. Whilst they always have been, and 
never will cease to be, animated by true principles 
of economy, they are not to be frightened from 
their propriety by a senseless ery about it. They 
understand that governmental economy does not 
consist in expending the smallest sums of money, 
but in producing the greatest amount of necessary 
and useful results from thesame means, They 
have seen this nation, with right hearty good will, 
pouring forth covniless treasure to vindicate her 
rights and to redress her wrongs; and they. ate 
proudly conscious that their constituents will hold 
them now to the performance, within the Constitu- 
tion, of every thing that shall be required by their 
safety, their prosperity, their honor; their glory. 
Whilst we avow our willingness to raise millions 
for those high and necessary purposes, Ave pros 
claim not one cent for spoils and plundet. — 
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Mr. Cuainman: I voted during: thé last ‘session 
of Congress for the issue of Treasury notes. J 
was then satisfied of the power of the Legislature 
to contract a Joan upon this plan. Y am still con- 
vinced of the power. I can now see xo constitu- 
tional objection to it. Having then presented my 
views upon this subject, to that argument I have 
nothing to add, and from it nothing to subtract. I 
was willing then to exercise the power, avowing 
that, because of the seductive, easy, and deceptive 
character of this mode of raising money, it should 
be resorted to with great care, and only in cases of 
extreme necessity. Such a case, I believed, was 
then presented. The Government was, as was 
conceded on every hand, upon the. verge of bank- 
raptcy. She could not wait for any less rapid 
measure of extrication than the prompt one pro- 
posed. I was constrained to come to the rescue of 
the Treasury, and relieve it from monetary and*po- 
litical dishonor. The obligations of patriotism, 
irrespective of all party views, required.it. Ina 
like case of emergency, my conduct. will be of like 
character. Whether, therefore, I shall vote for the 
bill now before the committee, depends upon the 
necessity waich may be showa.now to exist to raise 
five millions of dollars at once. Itis not questioned 
that the Government will need this sum in addition 
to the revenues which will eccrue from all ordi- 
nary sourees during the year 1841. The chairman 
of the Ways and Means [Mr. Jones] admits that 
there will be a deficiency, but calls it temporary, 
and assures us.that it will be reimbursed in the last 
quarter’s income. ‘The Secretary of the Treasury 
takes similar grounds. Indeed, the very proposi- 
tion of the officers of finance to borrow money as- 
sumes both the want and the inability of the usual 
resources to supply it. ‘Fo justify my support, 
however, I shall require the gentlemen to show. that 


the exigencies of the Treasury are so imperiout 
that they cannot await the process of a permianeng 
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and wise system of revenue. This they will 
feateély be able to show: for, however deeply the 
Government may have been involved by the ab- 
surd and temporizing expedients and experiments 
‘of Mr; Van Buren and his friends, I believe it may 
-betrelieved without resort'to a measure of always 

doubtful expediency. 

: Mr. Chairman, I do not propose to discuss the 
financial administration of the party now expiring. 
J do not ‘intend to show up its errors of theory, and 
its infidelity in practice—to demonstratie the exist- 

`; eñce of å national debt-—-the amount or the mode 
of ils origin and augmentation. Ido not propose 
to analyze the mysti¢ and oracular report of the 
Secretary, whose. external aspect is so fair, and 
whose secret meanings are so various and preg- 
nant. Other gentlemen have done ail this. That 
the Government is in debt is a postulate—the only 
mooted points are the amounts and the mode of 
payment. The amount has been variously esti- 
mated from eight to sixteen millions of dollars. It 
is to the manner in which the money should be 
raised to discharge this debt, and also for the usual 
purposes of the Government, that I propose ad- 
dressing myself. This inguiry is important, be- 
cáise it involves the permanent financial system 
of the coming Administration; and to Southern 
statesmen, the vital question, how far and in what 
form the revenue is to be raised by duties on im- 
ports. Toe tariff, the compromise act, the rights 
and feelings of the South, are therefore brought. in- 
_ to the discussion. Upon the question of a revision 
of the tariff, nor as to the origin, effect, aud main- 
tenance of the act of 2d March, 1833, known as 
the compromise, would I have said one word, but 
for the course of argument and remark indulged in 
by my friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruger.) 
To him I hope to be able to reply successfully. 
` Bir, as a member of the Harrison party, I would 
discard shifts and financial subterfages. Tam for 
adopting, in the very outset of the new Adminis- 
tration, a system which will pay the debt entailed 
upon the State, and keep her out of debt—a system 
that shall be equal to a supply in a uniform way of 
all the wants of an economical Administration. 
The reliance of this Government for revenue is 
upon, Ist, the public domain; 24, direct taxation; 
and 3d, imposts. Should the usage of the Govern- 
ment for past years, in relation to the public lands, 
continue to be its policy for years to come, and they 
should be brought into market on-the most favora- 
; blé terms, reasoning from the past to the future, 
threé million dollars must be the extent of income 
from that quarter. The expenditures of the Go- 
vernment cannot fall below twenty millions an- 
nually.” A very small part, therefore, of the 
annual wants of the State can be realized from 
the public domain. But, sir, how long shall we 
receive this small revenue from lands? Who 
shall tell us the destiny of the vast terri- 
tory of the Union? ‘Who so seer-like as to predict 
its disposition? A few years may wi'ness the total 
loss of this magaificent’ mine of wealth; scattered 
to the winds, dissipated to feed the aspirations of 
ubhallowed ambition; a bone over which the mad 
zealots of party fight; an interest which we may 
live tosed sold to buy the bauble, the Presidency, 
to amuse for a moment some spoiled child cf pow- 
er. The new States claim it even now as their 
own, and threaten to seize it with the strong arm of 
their oumumbering representation under the next 
censos. And leaders of party—one at least— 
would conciliate this Warwiek power of sciting ep 
and pulling down Presidents, by substantially giy- 
ing what it asks, and transferring the title to these 
lunds to the new States in which they le, alleging 
as a reason that, if we do not give them the lands, 
they will gcon have the power to lake them; thus 
violating a trosi to avoid a robbery. Or this rich 
legacy:of the oid States, either given in their muni- 
ficence, or bought with their blcod and treasure, 
may be squandered by a spendthrift trastea ja pre- 
eaption-privieges to foreign immigrants, invited 
by Democratic eupidity fer power to come and rule 
over us, and paid ontcf a fand not its-own to 
‘stamp upon our system ciiber the impulsiveness of 
revolutionary mob; or the despotism of European 
dynasties. Or, it. may be, the States, distrusting 
- the fidel.ty of the Government in the management 
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of this trust fund, all charges upon it having been 
paid, will divide its proceeds, as they have a right 
to do, equitably among themselves. A 

I will not now, Mr. Chairman, pause to dis- 
cuss, as Others have done, the distribution bill of 
Mr. Cxay.. Sufficient to the day will be the du- 
ties it may bring with it. I advert to these mea- 
sures, in relation to the public Jands, for the sole 
purpose of showing thai from them we have no 
certainty of deriving revenue to any amount what- 
ever.* : 

The gentleman from South Carolina is the only 
statesman of the age who has approved direct tax- 
ation, in time of peace, as a mode of raising the 
public moneys. He stands alone in this regard. 
He, with his usual independence of thought and 
action, has venturcd to recommend direct taxes in- 
stead of indirect taxation by duties on imports. 
But, sir, his system is revolting to the feelings of 
our free people. They abhor it with all its odious 
machinery and throng of gatherers; its Executive 
patronage, its expensive execution, and its cruel 
exactions. It is true that it may be plausibly said 
of it that it is the only plan of apportioning taxes 
with mathematical equality among the people; that 
it adjusts, rightly, the proportions of property and 
taxation. But, sir, however fair may appear the 
reasoning of its friends, when drawn out with all 
the aid of figures, it is still true that, in a political 
sense, the scheme has the effect of vastly augment- 
ing the taxes of A and B against their eonsent, and 
of dimisishing those of C ard D, which, under a 
different system, they pay willingly. ‘Faxation by 
imposts is a voluntary system 1o a great extent; by 
direct imposition, one of constraiat. The former 
levies its contributions upon consumption, which 
is great or small, according to the means of the 
citizen, his whim or caprice, his luxurious exaesses, 
or his necessary wants. All the tax which the citi- 
zen pays over and above his necessary consumption 
is paid voluntarily; whereas the tax which the law 
directly levies must be paid with or without con- 
sumption. If, indeed, direct taxation, in time of 
peace, were right in principle, it would be in vain 
to attempt its adoption. You migkt as well expect 
to stamp leprosy upon the body physical, as direct 
taxes upon the body politie of this nation. 

Whenever, therefore, Mr. Chairman, we need 
more money to defray the necessary expenses cf 
the Government, we must resort to imposts. This 
is the ancient, well-approved means, adopted by 
the wise fathers of the Commonwealth, and perse- 
vered in by every Administration from Washington 
to Van Buren. Gentlemen deery increased duties 
as at war with Siate right tenets. They ery tariff! 
tariff! and vainly, as 1 believe, strive to stir up the 
South upon this ancient alarm note. Sir, ihis un- 
reasoning, illiberal panic device has lost its power 
atthe South. its day has gone by; we have be- 
come so accustomed to the “extraordinary crises’? 
of certain political leaders, that they are held pretty 
much as periodical matters of course. For myself, 
l have thrown off the shell of my political immatu- 
rity, and haply feel able to run or fly on my own 
accouut. Nor is my State, sir, in the leading- 
strings of any self-constituted director. She is free 
in ber opinions as the winds of ber own mountains, 
and steadfast as their granite foundations. 

I shall show, sir, I trust, that I advccate no tariff 
for protection; on the contrary, that the course I 
recommend is the best guaranty against it. The 
people who sent me here are, as they ever have 
been, utterly opposed to a tariff for protection. 


“The public lands were cither ceded by the States within 
whose limits they fay to the General Government, or purchased 
(as Florida and Lo ana) with the common funds. In mosi of 
the compacts of cession, itis stipulated that the Jandsare to be 
applied to the payssrent of the national debt; and, when that is 
discharged, shali be held by the Government for the. use of 
the United States. In the treaty of cession between Georgia 
and the Government of 1802, by which she rejinguished the vast 
territory which constitutes the greater part of Alabama and 
Mississippi, it is provided that ths lands shall be charged with 
the payment of $1,250,000, and the costs cf a few grants, and 
shall then be held for the use of the United States, herself in- 
cluded. So that, according to these compacts, particularly that 
of Georgia, the charges onthe land being satisfied, it is clearly 
the right of the Government, if thought advisable, to distribute 
Us proceeds among the States. All controversy, however, as to 
the power of Congress over the territory of the United States is, 
to iny mind, settled by the Constitution, which in words, clothes 
ee with the power to dispose of the territory of the United 
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That opposition is stern, unflinching, and univer- 
sal, and in times to come will know no abatement. 
No one from the South has advocated: a tariff for 
protection. My able friend from South Carolina 
[Mr. THompson] has yielded no anti tariff principle, 
andl am ata loss to perceive why all this talk 
about anew tariff. If it be to arouse in advance 
public indignation against duties on luxuries for 
revenue, and thus forestall the public judgment, I 
am sure that gentlemen will probably fail of their 
object. My constituents, at least, have the power 
to discriminate between low duties for revenue, and 
high duties for protection. - ; 

Iam, sir, a strict constructionist—a very strict 
constructionist; a Pharisee of the Pharisees. The 
State right principles I profess have been brought 
into disrepute by the fierce extravagance of ultra 
leaders. As by some expounded, they become 
wholly impracticable, and, if at all available, make 
our system of Government too feeble. It is the 
habit of one distinguished name to bring almost 
every proposed power of the Federal Government 
within the range of acopsitutional doubt, and thus 
nullify its indispensable action. No one sustains 
himself with more dialectical ability; he decks his 
sophisiries in the beautiful robes of genius, and 
gives to them emphasis and impressiveness by the 
fiery zeal of his advocacy. He is still an unsafe 
leader, because the past has proven that, with the 
same masterly ability, he kas sustained the most 
antagonist policy. He is a changeling; and has 
the infirmity of being unconscious of it, or the 
hardihood to deny it in the face of the most demon- 
stralive proof, His course is still a blazing wack 
in the firmament of politics; like the meteor, hav- 
ing no established orbit, but wheeling madly 
athwart the firmament. 

My idea of State rights is to deny to the Go- 
vernment all powers not expressly granted, and to 
exercise fearlessly and freely these that are. Nor 
am I willing, with metaphysical subtleties, to refine 
upon the conceded powers until their uulity is rea- 
soned away. Then, sir, the power to lay imposts 
is expressly granted. J am now. ready, under the 
restrictions I propose to suggest, to use it. 

Before entering upon this branch of my argu- 
ment, allow me to digress but for a moment, for the 
purpose of saying that the wasteful expenditures of 
this Administration are to be attributed, in part, to 
a careless or merely partisan selection of disbursing 
agents; and ,that this is fully proven in the vast 
sums expended in the conduct of the Seminole war, 
The proximity of my own State to the Florida line, 
and the part her citizens have borne in the suffer- 
ings of that disastrous and doomed conflict, con- 
flict, constrain me to know and condemn its ma- 
nagement. My own Siate has not been exempt 
from savage incursion, her villages have been in 
some instances burnt, and her households butchered. 
To us the parent Government has extended no pro- 
tection. Our own chivalry has repelled the foe. 

As to Florida, after years of suffering, ‘she is still 
the victim of Indian craft and cruelty; of Federal 
incompetency or carelessness. Her lands are un- 
tilled, and her tropical fields yield no fruits. The 
war-whcop wakes the slumber of infancy unto 
death; manhood and feminality are alike defence- 
less. The cottage of the woodeman and the palace 
of the rich planter erdimble before the torch of the 
incendiary. The bicod of the bravest and best has 
mingled with her yet unconquered soil. And still 
the Yemasee warricr lingers in his lair. The See 
minole herdes still roam over her plains, or skulk 
in her everglades. The war still rages, and the 
people suffer. These sufferings are so common, 
that they seem of late {o attract no attention, and 
command no sympathy. The complaints of Flori- 
da reach not the ear of power; her agonies touch 
not the hearts of her rulers. Money enough hes 
been expended in conquering these marauding sa- 
vages te clothe the Territory in the bloom and 
beauty of art, science, and religion—a richer bloom 
by far than that which a genial climate begets upon 
her woods and fields. I make these remarks, sir, 
not alone to record my condemnation of the. past, 
but, if possible, also to enlist sympathy for the fu- 
ture. 

Assuming that there is a debt of the Government 
to be paid, and that the income is not equal to the 
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wanis of the Government, it is my conviction that 
resort must be had to an increase of duties upon 
luxuries, which, by the compromise act, are free, 
or bear a less rate of duty than 20 per cent. Such 
an increase will not be in violation of that act, but 
in compliance with ene of its express stipulations, 
Ido not make void, but establish the compromise. 
And the great reason why I would thus early com- 
mence the imposition of duties is, that the act of 
1833, not merely until its own limitations’shall re- 
peal it, but tbrough generations to come, in all its 
conservative stipulations, may become the perma- 
nent policy of the country. 

Before proceeding to show that an increase of 
duties is provided for in the act of 1833, I beg 
leave to say that I consider that act in the light of 
a compact, and that Southern interests, more if 
possible than Northern, require it to be so held, 
and as such religiously maintained. It is an 
agreement founded in concession. It provides 
guaranties in behalf of the free trade principles of 
the South. It originated in an imperious political 
necessity; it was devised in wise and patriotic coun- 
sels; and its result was the arrest of civil strife in 
its incipiency. I need not recite its history, de- 
pict the evils it prevented, or aggravate the dangers 
to our Union which it avoided. The passions of 
that day have cooled down, and we may look 
back upon it with reason’s unclouded eye. The 
then dense cloud of war, andthe fogs and winds 
and lightnings which it engendered, have passed 
away, and we now see, not darkly, but traly, the 
political heavens and earth. That was in facta 

- crisis. All men felt it to be so. And in its mo- 
ment of utmostand most fearful interest the mas- 
ter spirit of that day came to us, the bird of recon- 
ciliation, with the olive bough in his beak. ‘The 
fiery and proud spirits of the South accepted the 
overture of harmony, and this act was the result. 
It is an agreement, sir, not to subsist for its term 
‘of ‘legislative being only, but settling principles of 
perpetual obligation, The gentleman who has 
just taken his seat [Mr. Ruzrr] denies that it is 
obligatory upon us, He says, and says truly, that 
the Congress of 1833 could not bind that of 1841; 
and that the act is now subject to repeal. Sir, I 
know one Congress by a mere act of legislation, 
cannot bind another. The gentleman is right 
technically; but, sir, the act of °33 is binding in a 
higher view of the subject. It is obligatory ac- 
cording to all the requirements of good faith, honor, 
andhonesty. In what light did the men of that day 
view i? Did not the Nullifiers of South Carolina 
accept it as satisfactory? Did they not havi down 
their palmetto banner, rescind their ordinances, 
and disband their forces? Yes, sir, they did. And 
it was upon suficient consideration; or otherwise 
they are open to the imputation of abandoning re- 
creantly the lofty ground they had taken. 

[Mr. Ruzerr here remarked that Mr. Calhoun 
avowed, at the time of its passage, that he did not 
hold the act of °33 so far obliga'ory as not to be 
subject to repeal ‘or modification.] 

It matters not, sir; he accepted it, and so did 
his friends; and they have acquiesced in its provi- 
sions from that day to this—all, sir, except my 
friend, [Mr. Ruzrr] He, { know, never did ac- 
ceptit. He, (to use a phrase peculiar to a man at 
the other end of this Capitol,) “solitary and alone,” 
resisted, in the midst of his friends, the rescinding 
the celebrated Carolina ordinances. He is, there- 
fore, now consistent. 

Viewing it, then, asa compact, one of its stipu- 
lations is in the folowing words, to wit: 

“Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so con- 
strueda sto preventthe passage of any act prior to the 30th 
day of June, 1842, in the contingency either of excess or defi- 
ciency of revenue, altering the rates of duties on articles which, 
by the aforesaid act of 14th July, 1032, are subject to a less rate 
of duty than 20 per cent. ad valorem, in such manner as not to 


exceed that rate, and soas to adjust the revenue to either of said 
contingencies.’’—See-sec. 6, act 1833, 


The 30th June, 1842, is the time at which the 
compromise act. expires. Before that lime, you 
perceive, sir, that provision is made for altering 
the rate of duties, in the contingency of excess or 
deficiency of revenue; that is, if before the 30:h of 
June, 1842, the wants of the Government should re- 
quire more money than would be raised under the act, 
provision is made for supplying ‘that want by the 
imposition of additional duties. Not only so, but 


the act itself prescribes the articles upon. which the 
daties shall be imposed, and limits the height of 
them. Such is the contract. The contingency an- 
ticipated has, in fact, occurred; there is a deficiency 
of revenue; the debts of the Government cannot 
be paid. Indeed, independent of any debt, the or- 
dinary wants of an economical Administration can- 
not be supplied by the revenue which is forthcom- 
ing under the act. The income of the Govèrn- 
ment is stiil to be reduced by the necessary opera- 
tion of that act, because it cuts down all duties, by 
30th June, 1842, to 20 percent. Each following 
year, the deficiency will increase, necessarily, until 
1842. And, making all allowance for increased 
importations, I have no idea but that the deficiency 
in both 1841 and 1842 will be very great. Now, sir, 
it is to supply this deficiency, and pay the national 
debt, that 1 would lay new duties. Are we not per- 
mitted, nay, sir, is it not one of the imperative ob- 
ligations of the compact, to do so? What becomes, 
then, of the idea of gentlemen, that we interfere 
with the compromize. These demonstrations, | ap- 
prehend, are designed only to excite a uniform op- 
position to what, I trust, will be the policy of the 
Harrison party in relation to revenue. That poli- 
cy, L believe, ought and will be to raise the money 
necessary, by imposts upon luxuries that are un- 
protected, in addition to the amount that may come 
In, according to the minimum rates, under the act 
of 1833. It would seem, sir, that the manufac- 
turers themselves, if any body, ought to complain 
of a disregard of the compromise; yet they com- 
plain not. The complaint comes from the alarm- 
ists of the South; that South which, I am prepared 
to show, holds a deeper stake in the solemn gua- 
ranties of the compremise than any other section 


of the Union. 


By the section of the act of 1833 which I have 
read, you wul perceive that the articles made du- 
tiable by new legislation are such as, by the act of 
1832, bear a less rate of duty than 20 per cent. ad 
valorem. Upon no other articles can you lay du- 
ties; and it is only upon them, or rather principally 
upon such articles as bear no duty, that a duty is 
proposed to be laid. Of course, no free article is 
protected, nor are such as bear a duty of Jess than 
twenty per cent.; for it is admitted that even twen- 
ty per cent. affords no protection. If, there‘ore, 
you this day readjust the duties on tbis class of ar- 
ticles, you pass no tariff act for protection; and 
such rate of duty as I am wiiling to lay, such as 
would raise ample revenue, would not at all affect 
even the importation. 

Those articles upon whieh it is proposed to lay 
duties are silks and wines, and some others, being 
luxuries. The imporiation of silks from France is 
very great. The average imports from France and 
her West India dependencies annualiy amount to 
about $11,000,000. 'This enormous trade pays no 
tax. It would seem but reasonable from this 
source to realize revenue. But it is said by the 
genileman from South Carolina (Mr. Ruerr) that 
a duty upon silks would injure the South. His ar- 
gument is brifly this: A duty upon goods imported 
from a foreign Staie affecis cur own exports to that 
State, by reducing them. France is a market for 
the colton of the South, which she pays four by 
sending us her silks and wines; if we tax her silks 
and wines, it will operate as a tax upon the export 
of cotton, and thereby reduce the amount of it. 

Let us looh into this argument, and see how far 
the principle assumed be true, and how far it is ap- 
plicable to the trade between the United States and 
France. The position, I conceive, sir, is jast in 
two contingencies. If the daties upon the imports 
are so large as to amount te a prohibition, it may 
be conceded at once that it will, in ordinary cases, 


prevent exporiation; or, if the exports and imports | 


are equal to the extent that the duty diminishes the 
importation by lessening the consumption, will 
usually, though by no means neeessarily, reduce 
the export. Now, ihe argument of the gentleman 
seemed to assume that we propose to lay sucha 
duty on silks as ould amount to a prohibition, 
and upon that assumption there might be force in 
it. But not so; no one has dreamed of such a du- 
‘ty. The highest rate of duty suggested by any one 


is twenty per ceni; and I believe half that amount 


would be sufficient. The gentleman has wholly 


failed to show that such duties would affect: at call 

the consumption of silks in the United States.. No, 

Sit; a moderate duty would not at all affect the im- 

port, because the consumption would :.be. undimi-. 
nished. Our belles and beauties, our dames and. 
their daughters, will still flourish in flounces, fur. 
belows and silks. The wealthy, who’are the con-. 
sumeis mainly of silk goods, would. not regard a, 
small increase of price. Pride, fashion, and: vani- 

ty, vould still ask their supplies, and take no de- 

nial, 

If the gentleman will lay duty on no article that 
is paid for in whole or in part by American cot- 
tons, why then he will never lay ons; his position 
will drive him necessarily from imposts to direct 
taxation; for he knows well that cotton, in our 
commerce with the world, pays, in some degree, 

~and indeed in great part, for all our imports. 
When asked by his colleague [Mr. THOMPSON] to 
name an articie that was not so paid for, my friend 
was wisely silent. hs 

Wor, sir, are the imports: from and exports to 
France so nearly equal as to endanger our cotton 
trade. On the contrary, the balance of trade is. 
largely against us. And this fact must demolish 
wholly the argument of the.gentleman. ‘I'he en-. 
tire export from the United States to France, com- 
posed principally of cotton, rice, and tobacco, . 
amounts to about $19,000,000; and the importa- 
tions from France and her. West India dependen- 
cies to about $33,000,000—leaving a “balance 
against us of $14,000,000; which balance is paid 
by an export of specie. Now, sir, before it is pos-. 
sible to affect our cotton trade with France, the 
consumption, and, consequently, the importation, 
of ber silks and wines, &c. must be reduced more 
ihan $14,000,000. No rate of duty that I shall 
ever consent to impose, and none that an economi- 
cal Adminisiration may demand, can ever thus les- 
sen the importation of French goods. 

Again, sir, the cotton which we send to France 
is consumed by her own people principally, and 
that demand must continue irrespective of any fo- 
reign demand for ber silks and wines. ` And. con- 
ceding, only for the sake of the argument, that a 
duty as proposed would lessen the consumption of 
silks, I believe in the same ratio would it increase 
the consumption of cotton fabrics. If silks are ex-- 
cluded, cotton will become the apparel of the rich 
as well as the poor. We are under no obligation, 
either, sir, of commercial courtesy to France; for 
she levies a duty at her own poris upon American 
co‘tons-—and that a discriminating duty, it ‘being 
more than she levies upon Egyptian cotton, ~ | 

Now, sir, inasmuch as the Government is in 
debt, you must either pay its obligations honestly-or 

| continue them by loans; to pay them, ihe present 
and prospective income is inadequate. . You must, 
therefore, open up new sources of income. What 
will be your resori?. Doubtless new duties upon 
imports; and, if driven to this, you are to deter- 
mine whether you will impose them upon luxuries, 
which are free, or increase them upon necessaries, 
already heavily burdened; that is, whether you will 
tax the sich or the poor. Will. you grind the poor 
man’s face by your legislation, aad mollify the 
sleek cheek of wealth with the oil of exemption? 
Sir, I never have raised shouts to poverty, enlisting 
its honest zeal in behalf of either men or measures 
—decrying its imaginary oppressions and‘alienating 
the different orders of society. I have never la- 
bored to arm the poor against the rich, to- array 
vice against virtue, and ignorance against know- 
ledge. Ihave considered a. diversity of estate an 
unavoidable condition of all social organization, 
and that oneof the highest obligations of patriotism 
is to improve all grades, and, if possible, to harmo- 
nize ali orders of- men. I have ever claimed, and 
shall always claim, that American citizens shall be 
equal under the law. It was said in triumph in 
France, atthe adoption of her-amended constitu- 
tion, “all Frenchmen are equal under the law.” It 
was not the fact. I doubt if France ever realizes 
so almost divine a consummation. We, sir, with 
more propriety, claim for all onr people. political 
equality. We practise, with nearer approaches. to 
_truthfulness, the sublime doctrines of civil equality; 
and yet we have not attained to.this high state of po- 
liteal perfectibility. Our people are.unequally taxed. 


Whe burdens of. Government are noi equal, nor ai? 
the benefits: -The luxuries of the rich, many of 
| them, pay no duty, whilst the necessities of the poor 
arealltaxed; By the tariff laws of this Union, the 
: silkén drapery which envelopes the gorgeous couch 
of te-rich man pays:no tax; whilst the. cold thin 
< mattress and: scant blankets of the poor bear.a hea- 

vy duty.’ Strange, sir, yet true. [ have always 
- eonsidered the exemption of luxuries as one of the 
anomalies of Repuklican legislation; and have 
- wondered, often wondered, how so. much of practi- 

cal/oppression could have been so long tolerated. 

Iris now time to’ amend, if not atone for, the er- 
+ vorsof the past. 

Gentlemen may talk. of. reform; we invite them 
to the work-here. They. are the friends of the poor, 
now is the time most gloriously to signalize their 
regard: We ask the poor man’s friend to attest the 

x sincerity.of :his professions by his deeds. The wine 
_ that gladdens the heart of wealth, and maketh mer- 
ry the board of his festivity; the silks which high- 
bred: women wear; and the spices which stimulate 
. the:sated palate of the luxurious gourmand, are 
; NOW proposed to be -moderately taxed. Sir, you, 
; Maust do this, or raise your money from the over- 
wrought muscles, the blood and bones of laborious 
poverty. “We shall see, sir, who are in trath the 
friends of the poor. 
~i Whe rate of duty will be regulated by the amount 
of wnoney required. Ihave already stated that I 
ani Opposed to all duties but for revenue; and I 
now say LT will:vote only for so much revenue to be 
‘aised as will pay the expenses of an economical 
administration. The expenditures of the Govern- 
mentought and I hope will be reduced. We are 
not now:ealled upon to vote any specific amount of 
duties; the ‘proposition is, that the Committee of 
Ways ‘and Means be instructed to report what 
‘amount may be required. Sir, whenever this bill 
‘is*brought forward, I shall not support it if it 
raises one dollar. more than will pay the national 
debt and sustain the Government. ‘The public 
debt must be first ascertained, and the estimates of 
the expenditure furnished. I am, therefore, pledged 
‘to: support no bill which does not fall within the 
: positions T now assume. 
oc he’ member from South Carolina remarked 
that he was at a loss to know the reason why dn- 
tiés Were now proposed to be laid, until he heard it 
-alleged in the Senate that more revenue would be 
necessary to supply the deficit in the public income, 
occasioned by the distribution of the proceeds of 
“the public lands. For myself, I am influenced by 
_. mo such reason. I am aware that it is said, and 
,  Yelterated daily, that high tariffs and profuse ex- 
» Penditures, each begetting the other, will be among 
the leading measures of the new Adminisiration. 
»*'Béorone, I do not believe it, Whether the distri- 
. budion measure prevails or not, it is apparent to all 
that ‘the Government must have more means. 
That necessity ‘otight to be, by candid men, consi- 
déred as sufficient reason for a revision of our im- 
post: laws. i : 

‘Mr. Chairman, I have been greatly surprised to 
find leading Southern statesmen so willing to relax 
the obligations of the ccmpromise; obligations so 

‘éssential to Southern interests. I remarked before 
that, in that agreement, are to be found the strong- 
“est guarantees against protective duties. In it are 
stipulations conservative of Southern principles. 
‘Whether it was originally just to the South or not, 

ït ig useless now to acquire. She has acquiesced 

< Pa ity and so have the manufacturers. Interests 
have grown up under it which we may not now 
“yightfally disturb; the benefits provided for the 
“North have been secured. The manufacturing in- 
“térests, I am induced to believe, are satisfied with 
"the “protection it affords them; they desire no 
3, z: And the time has arrived when the con- 


folly observed, will quiet forever. the exciting and 


- them. 
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duties imposed by -existing laws, as modified by 
this act; shall remain and continue to be collected; 
and from and after the day aforesaid, such duties 
shall be laid for the purpose of raising such reve- 
nue as may be necessary to an economical admi- 
nistration of the Government.”—See 3d sce. act 
1833. : 

Now, sir, you perceive that, by virtue of the 
compromise act, itis the solemn pledge of the par- 
ties ‘thereto, that, from and after the 30th June, 
1842, no duties shall be laid but for revenue. Not 


only sc; but that the amount of such revenue shall. 


be limited to the wants of an economical adminis- 
tration. 

The principle of protection is discarded. No 
one can rise up after 42 and ask for protection. 
The North is estopped. The South can point to 
the agreement, and demand that duties shall be 
limited to purposes of revenue; not only so, but 
that the revenue shall not exceed the limits of a 
justeconomy. A power to lay duties for revenue 
never has been denied to Congress. lt was against 
a perversion of this power, sir, that my own State 
and all the South rebelled. It was the doctrine of 
protection, as held by the manufacturers and those 
who represented them, that stirred the ire of my 
constituents and awakened the burning eloquence 
of such men as Cobb and Crawford, McDuflie and 
Hayne. 

Suppose, sir, that these principles shall prevail; 
that the compromise is observed; that duties in 
times to come shall be laid only for revenue; 
where is the politician so fastidious as to complain? 
Will not peace yule in our councils, and fraternal 
feeling pervade all sections? If, sir, economy in 
public affairs, which shall confine appropriations 
to constitutional objects, and revenue only for the 
public wants, are the guiding stars of the Harri- 
son Administration, let no man fear that the ship of 
State will not sail over prosperous seas beneath be- 
nignant skies. Are gentlemen prepared to yield 
the obligatory power of the act of °33? To yield 
in the moment of victory the fruits of the war; to 
open again the fountains of strife; to loose the 
elements of commotion, now happily tied up; and 
invite the storm and court the tempest? Now is 
the time for the Harrison party to identify itself 
with the principles of that act. 'They should be 
now aflirmed; we ought to be commitied upon 
And the most effectual mode of identifica- 
tion is, to start our revenue system according to its 
provisions, by laying duties now on unprotected 
articles. Now is the time to stereotype the com- 
promise. 

To avoida protective tariff, it is necessary to 
condemn it before the compromise expires. I 
would proclaim it to the people of my own State. 
ï desire it to be known all over that suany land, 
from her mountains to the sea, that now is the 
time to act upon this great question. It was said 
in the late canvass, that Harrison, the honest, va- 
liant, and successful Whig candidate, was a tariff 
man. The reply we made, sir, was, that he was 
in favor of the principles settledin the compromise. 
Upon this explanation we ‘triamphed. And now 
who shall object, when he contirms what. we then 
said of him? Ot his frieads, no one; of his ene- 
mies, of course all. 

We should not wait until after Jane, 43, to 
arrange the revenue, because then it will be said, 
the compromise having ceased by its own limita- 
tions, the whole subject of protection is open. 
Attempt, then, to lay imposis, and you encounter 
the conflicting interests of the whole Union, Every 
article of domestic manufacture wiil demand pro- 
tection; capital will wield its might against free 


trade; selfishness will clamor for legislative boun- 


ties. Discriminate, then, you must. Angry pas- 
sions will again mingle in your councils; State au- 
thority may again array \tseif against Federal law; 


the cannon of the Union. may again be pointed 


against some Southern city, and there may be nene 
So potent as to command the jarring elements into 
peace. - 


“REMARKS. OF MR. LANE, 
2 he. "OF INDIANA. er i 
In the House of Representatives, January 25, 1841. 
Mr. Cratrman: | had not intended to have par- 
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ticipated in this debate, when! it commenced; but, 
from the wide range which it has taken, bringing 
within its scope, as it does, all the great and mo- 
mentous questions, either directly or remotely con- 
nected with it, I hava been forced by a sense-of 
duty to those whom I havé the honor to represent 
on this floor, to give tg the committee and to the 
country the reasons whigh shall govern my action 
on the measure now unger discussion. But, sir, I 
do not rise to address you with the vain expecta- 
tion of influencing, in any great degree, the action 
of the honorable members of this House; my only 
object is to give my views in relation to. the vari- 
ous and important measures which now engage the 
attention of ihis committee and the whole country. 
I shall not debate this question as a Van Bnren 
ora Harrison man, but as an. American and a 
freeman. Sir, we have now before us higher and 
far more important duties to discharge than simply 
to labor for the petty triumphs of a party. We should 
remember that, if we have a party to serve, we 
have also a common glorious country to love. 


„Then, Mr. Chairman, I hope we shall proceed 


fairly and candidly to the investigation of the con- 
dition of the National Treasury, without any party 
bias, and with the most ardent desire to pre- 
serve inviolate the plighted faith of the Go- 
verament. This can only be done by pro- 
viding, and providing specdily, the means for 
the . payment of our just debts; for. that 
there is at this time a deficiency in the Trea- 
sury all parties admit. The only grounds upon 
which a diversity of opinion exists are, in relation, 
Ist, io the character of the deficiency, whether it 
be perrnanent or temporary; 2dly, in relation to the 
amount of that deficiency; and, 3dly, az to the best 
means of supplying the deficit, whether by the issue 
of Treasury notes, or by a direct loan. We are 
told, Mr. Chairman, that the deficieney in the reve- 
nue is only temporary, and that the accruing reve- 
nue during the present year “will relieve the Trea 
sury of all embarrassment.” This we have been 
told, from time to time, ever since the present Ad- 
ministration resorted to the miserable and dangerous 
expedient of issuing Treasury notes. When the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in October, 1837, at the 
extra sesssion, asked of Congress the power to issue 
ten millions of Treasury notes, we were then told 
that this issue was to supply. a temporary. deficit; 
and during the next session of Congress, the Secre- 
lary again asked permission to issue ten millions 
more of Treasury notes, under the same false and 
specious pretext that the issue was only intended to 
meet a temporary deficit; and again in 1839 the 
samelaw was exlended under the same siren song of 
temporary deficit; and yet again in 1840 Congress 
was called upon to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to issue five millions of Treasury notes 
to supply a temporary deficiency in the revenue; 
and now we are called on to authorize the issuing of 
five millions of Treasury notes; and still the ery is, 
a temporary deficit. Sir, this deficit smacks. too 
strongly of eternal duration to be very transient or 
temporary in its character. If the present deficien- 
cy may be called temporary, every debt which this 
Gevernment has ever contracted might, with the 
sanie propriety, be called a temporary debt. The 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
tells us that the Treasury cannet, during the first 
quarter of the present year, discharge obligations 
resling upon it; bal that, during the year, we shall 
collect enough revenue to pay our debte. So, Mr. 
Chairman, of the debt incurred during the Revolu- 
tion, and of the debt entailed upon the country on 
account of the late war, we could not pay those 
debis at the time they were contracted; yet no one 
douhted our ultimate ability to pay them. Hence, 
from the argument of gentlemen, we are to infer 
that those debts were only temporary. We may 
call this a temporary or permanent debt; but no one 
doubts its present existence, or that it will conlinue 
to exist until Congress shall provide some method 
for its payment. Bat, Mr. Chairman, the evidence 
of indebtedness, shown by the issue of Treasury 
notes, is not the only indebtedness on the part of the 
General Government of which we have knowledge, 
and of which I shall take occasion. to speak before 
I resume my-geat. It. will. be recollected that the 
President, in his annual message to Congress, dated 
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December 24th, 1839, held the following language: 
_[f the debis due from banks during the next year 
be punctually paid, and if Congress keep the appro- 
riations within the estimates, there is every reason 
to believe that all the outstanding Treasury notes 
can be redeemed, and the ordinary expenses de- 
frayed, without imposing on the people any addi- 
tional burden, either of loans or taxes.” That, sir, 
was the pophecy; and what was the fulfilment? 
The banks have prid to within a trifle all that was 
expected, and Congress only exceeded the appro- 
priations about three hundred thousand dollars, and 
still there is now outstanding four millions and a 
half of Treasury notes, and we are asked to grant 
permission to issue five millions moré; makiag in 
all nine millions and a halfof dollars! The com- 
mittee will recollect that the Presideat, in his last 
message to Congress, holds this language : “Our 
Government, as is believed, is the only Go- 
vernment which, having fully and faithfully paid 
all ‘its creditors, has relieved itself entirely from 
debt." Let us, Mr. Chairman, for a few moments 
examine this high sounding though empty boast of 
the President, that the Treasury has been relieved 
from debt. How standsthis matier? You have already 
had an able expose of this matter from the honora- 
ble member from Maine, [Mr. Evans,] and the 
honorable member from New York, [Mr. Bar- 
NARD,] and (shall detain you but a few moments 
on this part of the subject. 
Tere are now Treasury notes out- 
standing to the amount of . : 
Interest due and to fall due on them . 
Balance of funded debt, and debt of the 
District of Columbia, amounting to 
the sumof . . è . 
Amount payable to Indians, and to be 
invested for them, ahd amognt due 
the Navy pension fund, making F 
Indian annuities, part payable for a 
“term of years, and part in perpetuity, 
estimated at. . 4 i 


$4,650,000 
250,000 


1,835,000 
4,780,000 


5,000,000 


.$16.515,000 


Present debt, probably. 


To which may be added the claim of the States for 
the 4th instalment of the surplus revenue, which is 
theirs, and which they would have received but for 
the profligacy and wasteful extravagance of the 
present Administration. This claim is nine mil- 
lions of dollars. We should also add the private 
claims of individuals and Siazes, not on the bonnty 
but on the jastice of Congress. How much they 
may amount lò no one can now tell. A large 
amount of claims growing out of the Florida war 
is now due and unsettled: so that we set down the 
debt now owing by the United States at at least 
thirty miilions of dollars. “So much, then, for the 
candor and fairness of our Democratic President. 
And now, Mr. Chairman, before we proceed to 
examine the estimates of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury for the year 1841, let us inquire what reli- 
ance can be safely placed upon those estimates. 
Is there any thing. jn his former reports which 
should induce us to trust implicitly to his statement 
upon this occasion? What were his estimates 
for the expenditures for the last year? About 
twenty millions of dollars. What did thuse ex- 
‘penditures amount to? Nearly twenty-four mil- 
lions of dollars; a difference cf about four mil- 
lions of dollars. And again: he, the Secretary, 
estimated the receipts of revenue, from the import 
duties of last year, at fifteen millions of dollars. 
‘What amount was realized? About twelve mil- 
Hong anda half; and, for the last six years, since 
Mr. Woodbury ‘has been at the head of the Trea- 
gury Department, his annual estimates for the ac- 
éruing revenue for each respective year have, 
taken in the aggregate, shown mistakes to the 
You re- 


| upon what data no one can tell. 


| nothing but 


partment of this Government, we have had 
such gross and glaring inaecu- 
racies and mistakes as would have disgraced 
a counling-house clerk of six months’ experi- 
ence; and yet we are called on by honorable gen- 
tlemen to rely on his statements. But what are 
his estimates for the current year? He estimates the 
whole receipts for ihe year to be $24,723,473. Let 
us look to sume of the items from which thisamount 
is expected to be received. Take, for instance, the 
estimaied receipts from customs: he calculates 
that, during the present year, the revenue derived 
from customs will be nineteen millions of dollars; 
To realize nine- 
teen millions of dollars from imporis, during the 


| present year, we must import goods to the value of | 


forty-six millions of dollars more this year than we 
shail daring the next, by bis own showing; for his 


estimates for the value of importations during the | 


next year are about one hundred and fiftcen mil- 
lions of dollars: How comes it that we last year 
imported about one hundred and ten millions of 
dollars worth of foreign goołs, and in the year 
1842 we are to import very little, if any, over that 
amouni; and yet, during the present year, accord- 
ing to this most wise and candid Secretary, we are 
to import foreign goods to the amount of one han- 
dred and fifty-eight millions? ‘These things cannot 
be. We have a foreign debt owing to Europe by 
the States, and corporations, and individuals, which 
will require any annual exportation to the amount 
of ten or twelve million of dollars, and to that 
amount the duties will be diminished; that is, we 


‘shall not receive duties upon a return importation 


to the. amount necessary to meet the foreizn debt. 
Other causes, as the Secretary tells us, wiil have a 
tendency to lessen the amount of importations dur- 
ing the present year; but, Mr. Chairinan, see 
you not that it would be mest ruinous to the 
country to import during the present year 
goods to the value of one hundred and fifty- 
eight millions of dollars? But. it is idle to talk 
of it. Instead of nineteen millions ef dollars be. 
ing received from customs duriag the present year, 
in view of all these facts, is it safe to count on the 
receipt of more than fiftven millions of do‘lars to 
be derived from cur custom houses? Sir, with ail 
deference to the President and his Secretary, I can- 
not think that we shali recive more than filteen 
miilions of dollars from importations ths year. 
There, Mr. Chairman, is a deficit of $4,000,000. 
So much, Mr. Chairman, for the Secretary’s es- 
timates for receip:s daring the present year. Now 
let us test his estimates fer expenditres. He pats 
down the expenditures at $19,250,000, exclusive of 
payments on account of tac funded debt and for 
the redemption of Freasury notes; which, taken 
together, amount to the sum of $4,649,200. The 
gross expenditures he makes $23,899,000; which, 
deducted from the estimated receipts, leaves a ba- 
Jance of $820,000. his is net, according to the 
Secretary himself, 2 suitable balance to be left in 
the Treasury by a million and a quarter of doilars. 
But, Mr. Chairmaa, does any gentieman believe 


that General Harrison and his friends can admi- | 


nister this Government for the sum of nineteen 
millions and a quarter of dollars, and out of that 
sum pay an ascertained debt now due of over seven 
millions of dollars, which must be met and dis- 
charged this year? Sir, the same charges and ob- 
jects of appropriation exist now that did last year; 
it then required $24,000,000; we are now required 
to administer the same Government for a much 
less sum, and in addition to pay the debt now dee! 
That General Harrison will administer the Govern- 
ment better and far more economically, I most ear- 
nestly desire and believe; but can he strike off more 
than $10,000,000 from the list of expenditures dur- 
ing the first nine months of his administration? I 
fear not. Now, Mr. Chairman, one of two things 
is true: either thai the gentlemen are not candid iù 
supposing that General Harrison will not need 
more money than they estimate, or that they be- 
lieve that the administration of Martin Van Buren 
has been most wasteful; profligate, ‘and extrava- 
gan's Which hora of the dilemma will gentlemen 
take? ‘They are welcome to all the consolation 


which they can derive from either. i 


L shall now address myself for'a few moments 
to the calculations of the honorable gentleman from 
Virginia, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
aud Means, [Mr. Jones] “He estimates ‘the’ Te- 
ceipts of the first quarter of the fiseal-year from 
imporiations to be $3,000,000, and fi ther 
sources at one half million of dollars more,’ mak- 
ing three millions and a half, He makes, you sée, 
the duties in the first quarter to be only three’ mil- 
lions, and iu the other three quarters he makes them 
$16,000,000, notwithstanding the Secretary of ‘the 
‘Treasury assures us that the receipts from importa~ 
tions must fall of largely during the last quarter. 
For the firs! quarter, he makes the expenditures 
overran the receipts about $2,000,000; and yet, at 
the end of the year, strange to tell, he leaves a ba- 
lance ia the Treasury of over $800,000. ` Sir, does 
it require any argument to refute these calculations? 
{have greatly misconceived the good sense of ‘the 
comivittee if it does. From all these facts, I can 
come to no other conclusions than, first, that the re- 
venue will be inadequate during the present year to 
meet the demands necessary Upon it, by ‘at least 
$10,000,600; second, that this deficiency is not tem- 
porary, but permanent. Now, sir, is it not our du- 
ty, as hones! men and as patriots, to provide meas, 
ample means, for the speedy hquidation’ of this 
national debt? What, now, is the honest, the ap- 
propriate, and the constitutional méthod for dis- 
charging this deb? Why, surely, by borrowing 
money sufficient to pay it, and then providing’ the 
means for the payment of the loan;‘for whatever 
is right to be done in this matter, we. ‘should 
do directly, and not indireclly—openly, and not 
secretly, : 

£ desire, for one, that the people should no longer 
bs deceived as to the true condition of the finances 
by ihe deceptive issues of Treasury notes, but that 
they should know the truth; that they should know 
that the pr: sent Administration has ‘entailed upon 
them a national debt, and that it ‘is necessary to 
provide for’ its payment. “I am’ opposed, Mr. 
Chairman, to the bili before us, because, in the first 
place, I believe it to be unconstitutional. 'Fhese 
‘Treasury notes are nothing more nor less than bills 
of credit. What is a bill of credit? - It is'a paper 
issued by the sovereign authority, intended ‘to èir- 
calate as money, and for the’ ‘payment of: which 
the credit of the State is alone “pledged. ` Sir, do 
not ‘Treasury gotes come within’ this description? 
"They surely do. At the time of the formation of 
our present Constitution, the convention which 
formed that sacred instrument positively restricted 
the several States from issuing bills of credit, “This 
was necessary; for, without this restriction, the 
States would have had the right to have issued bills 
of eredit in their sovereign capacity. But the Fe- 
deral Government has no power except that which 
is expressly granted in the Constitution, and that 
which is necessary to carry out the powers express- 
ly gianted. No power to issue Treasury notes is 
found in the Constitution, Under the Articles of 
Confederation, this power was in the General Go- 
vernment, and it was inserted in the original 
draught in the Constitution, and stricken ‘out by 
the convention. This shows most indubitably the 
opinion of the convention. If the power to “issue 
bills of credit exists in the General Government, if 
must exist aS auxiliary to the express power of 
Congress to borrow money, or as an incident to the 
wat-making power. Now, Mr. Chairman, is this 
measure a borrowing of money? Surely not. It 
is the using of the credit of the Government, by 
extending the time of payment, and giving these 
promissory notes as evidence-of debt, and not as 
payment. And can this measure be justified as in- 
cident to the war-making power? Surely not. I 
grant you that these notes might be issued during a 
war, when it was necessary for our protection or 
ceif-preservation that we should have money, and 
we had no other means of obtaining it. Tieasury 
notes were issued during the late war, but mean: 
were provided for their redemption at the sam 
time they were issued. Does the same necessity 
for their issue HOW exist? Can tue present exer 
ese of this power be now claimed as auxiliary t 
the power to declare and carry on. wart Ni 
gentleman will contend for a doctrine so absurd 


“But, Mr. Chairmaa, granting the constifitionalit, 
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~ "of. the measure, I should oppose it on the ground 
3 that itis not the best means. of supplying a defi- 
: -eleney-in the revenue: it is temporary in its dura- 


: tien, deceptive in its character, and can only result . 
-in-sinking us. deeper and deeper in debt. 


Mr. 


Chairman, it appears to me that the remedy pro- 


posed falls very-far short of the evil intended to be 
remedied...“ We. should not-only provide for the de- 


-+i feit. in revenue forthe present year, but we should, 
+ a8 prudent. and ‘patriotic representatives, provide 
: forthe deficit which must exist during the next, un- 

\ Jess: speedily provided: for. The Secretary of the 


Treasury tells us that, during the year 1842, under 


a the operations.of the compromise act, there will be 
. a diminution of duties to the amount of $5,000,000. 
. Sirs we must provide for that deficiency also; and 


we should now provide fora distribution of the 


; proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 


the several States, to which it justly belongs, an1 
of which I. shall presently take occasion to speak. 


"Let us now see how the Secretary of the Treasury 


” seems to abandon that project himself. 


proposes to remedy the deficiency in the Treasury. 
He proposes these different methods: First, he’hin‘s 
that a:portion of the surplus revenue heretofore de- 
posited with the States might be recalled; but he 
And, sir, 


- who believes that any portion of that deposite will 


ever: be recalled?. Who is bold enough to rise here 
in his place and propose it? No one. Another 
plan named by the Secretary is to resort to direct 


_ taxes. Is this to be the end of that system of 


financial quackery which has so long cursed the 


, country? Let the party now in power propose it if 
< they dare, and they will find that, even though they 
are labelled with the time-honored and glorious 


word Democracy, they could not stand before their 


_ constituents long enough to be knocked down. 

-cod desire, Mr. Chairman, to show how a direct 
: tax would. operate upon the people: of Indiana, 
The deficit for the year 1842, as I have shown 


from the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 


. will be from ten to twelve millions of dollars; add 
. to that the proceeds of the public lands, which will 
` be distributed among the States as soon as public 


opinion is properly reflected and truly represented 


; on this floor; the deficit will then be swelled to the 
amount of perhaps fifteen millions of dollars, cer- 
tainly as much as fourteen millions of dollars. 


But for, the argument, put the deficiency at ten 


_ millions of dollars, and then Indiana, according to 
“her population, will have to raise four hundred 


thousand dollars to meet this deficit by a direct tax; 


: and inorder to sustain our State Government, and 
-to pay the accruing interest on our internal im- 
i provenen debt, we shall have to raise at least six 


undred thousand dollars by a tax, Add this sum 
to the four hundred thousand dollars, and you see 
the State of Indiana would have to collect annu- 


ally; by a direct tax, one million of dollars! In- 


diana, with all her vast and increasing resources, 
eould not collect this immense and stariling amount 
of revenue. 

The Secretary also proposes to meet this defi- 
-ciency by reducing the appropriations below the 
estimates, with what candor, let the facts answer. 
My colleague (Mr. Prorrir] introduced, some time 
since, a resolution of inquiry, directed to the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, asking him to inform Con- 
gress in what particulars the appropriations might 
be reduced below the estimates; that resolution 
of inquiry was promptly voted down by a party 
vote. 

I now come, Mr. Chairman, to the only practica- 
ble mode of meeting this deficiency in the revenue 
which is suggested by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury; and that is, an extensive modification of the 
tarif laws, Public expediency and public justice 
alike require that those laws should be modified. 
‘We should-at once lay a sufficient tariff on foréign 


«<; Juxuries to meet the deficiency in the Treasury now 
` existing; and to enable Congress to distribute 


: articles of luxury which are 


_ Among the States the proceeds of the sales of the 
_ public lands, the true course of policy to be pur- 


sued is, I think, to lay a duty on French wines and 
silks; and fine linens aùd:spices, and upon all other 
rue : now admitied duty 
ree. What is. now. the operation of your tariff 
awst. ‘They operate mainly upon articles of neces- 
ity-articles ‘consumed alike. by the rich and the 
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poor, and upon which all pay the same duty on the 
amount consumed; but the wealihy pay no duty on 
their fine silks and costly wines. The gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. Taompson] and his political 
associates have heretofore claimed to be the exclu- 
sive friends of the poor man; and we find them 
ready to vote against raising revenue by a duty 
upon the luxurious indulgencies of the rich, when 


the only alternative is to raise the amount by a di-' 


rect tax upon the rich and the poor. Sir, this is, 
to my mind, a very equivocal manifestation of 
friendship for the poor, and one for which the gen- 
tleman and his. friends will receive no thanks from 
them, for I believe, as I believe in my own exist- 
ence, that if this question were now put to the Ame- 
rican people, ninety-nine of them out of every hun- 
dred would prefer to raise revenue by a duty on fo- 
reign luxuries, instead of a direct tax. Let the ho- 
norable gentleman and his friends go and tell the 
people that they are their best friends, because they 
refuse to lay a duty on foreign luxuries consumed 
only by the rich, in order that the tax-gatherer may 
have an oceasion to pay them a friendly visit, to 
assess their lands, their houses, and all their per- 
sonal property, to raise revenue to support the Ge- 
neral Government: think you that the hard-handed 
and noble-hearted pioneers of the West will be de- 
ceived by a pretext so shallow? No, sir, no. They 
will treat this pretended friendship as they did the 
doctrine recently promulgated, that the poor man 
was to be relieved by reducing the miserable pit- 
tance which rewards his daily toil. 

But, Mr. Chairman, there are other and vastly 
important reasons why this tariff on French wines 
and silks should be laid by us, andnow. Sir, look 
to the history of our trade with France for the last 
five years. During that time we have, upon an 
average, imported from France goods to the 
amount of twenty-eight millions and a half of dol- 
lars per annum; and of that amount seventeen 
millions have been admitted free of duty. For the 
same period, we have annually exported to France, 
of our productions, only to the amount of about 
fifteen millions of dollars; and upon the articles of 
our exportation we have paid a heavy, and on 
many articles a most oppressive duty. From this 
trade between this country and France, there is an 
annual balance against us of about fourteen mil- 
lions of dollars. This balance must be mainly 
paid by an annual exportation of gold and silver 
from this country to France. 

But the honorable gentleman tells us that this 
scheme to tax French wines and silks is a shot 
aimed at French intereSts. And has it come to 
this, that we cannot manage our own legislation.as 
we please, without being taunted with enmity to 
France, or with British influence? This duty can 
be laid withont violating either the jetter or spirit 
of the compromise bill of 1833. Sir, I am, I trust, 
the last man who would be willing to violate the 
provisions of that bill. I remember too well the 
circumstances under which it was passed. A 


sovereign State had assumed an attitude at war. 


alike with the laws and Constitution of the Repub- 
lic. Disunion and civil war was threatened. The 
gallant vessel of State, which had for half a cen- 
tury withstood “the tempest’s shock and battle’s 
rage,” was about to be engulfed beneath the moun- 
tain waves of political commotion. Then it was 
that the thrilling and commanding eloquence of 
Henry Clay was heard above the fury of the storm, 
proclaiming peace to all, without com promitung 
the honor of any! Iam not disposed to disturb 
that noble peace-offering upon the altar of my 
country. It was then, as now, regarded as the 
bow of peace and of promise, overarching the 
storms which threatened our beloved country; and 
may God perpetuate that sentiment forever ! 

I have no doubt of the constitutional power. of 
Congress to pass a protective tariff law; but I think 
that its exercise is not now called for, further than 
our present duties for revenue operate as a protec- 
tion to American manufactures. Ihave said that 
the provisions of the compromise bill should not be 
disturbed; but a state of things may arise when 
some modification of that aet may be proper and 
necessary: for instance, if we should be involved 
in a war, or if the present rate of duties would not 
yield a revenue sufficient to meet the wants of the 


Treasury, under an economical administration of 
the Government. 

Mr. Chairman, the subject of the public lands 
has been referred to by the honorable gentleman 
from Mississippi, and, itseems to me, with great 
propriety, inasmuch as the public land is one great 
source of our national revenue. The . honorable 
gentleman seems to think that the measure of. dis- 
tribution is unconstitutional, and complains that it 
is now considered almost out of order to quote 
from that sacred instrament. [ grant you, Mr. 
Chairman, that, for the last few years, that sacred 
chart of a nation’s freedom does seem to have been 
almost forgotten; but, sir, who should complain of 
this? The genileman and his friends?—the pariy 
now in power? Sir, it but ill becomes that party, 


‘whose triumphant march for the last twelve years 


has been over the broken fragments of the Consti- 
tution, to talk of its infraction; that party. whose 
ruthless action mutilated the journals of the Se- 
nate, and, atthe mandate of one man, prostrated 
the proudest deliberative assembly upon earth at 
the footstool of Executive power; that party which 
so recently disfranchised a sovereign State, for the | 
purpose of fixing the odious and anti-American 
Sub-Treasury system upon the. country; they, for- 
sooth, are now the friends of the country. Thope 
that the late overwhelming and unprecedented de- 
feat of the party in power will bring about a 
wholesome change of measures and change of prac- 
lice; and that hereafter the Constitution shall again 
become the text-book of national legislation. We 
find that Congress, by the express terms of the 
Constitution, has the unlimited power to dispose of 
the public lands and other property of the United 
States as they may deem fit, being governed only 
by a sound discretion. This power to dispose of 
the public lands does not depend upon construction 
or implication, but is most explicitly granted. 
There is surely nothing in the deeds of cession 
limiting the power of Congress over this subject. 
The public lands were ceded by Virginia, New 
York, Georgia, and all the other States that made 
cessions, for the mutual benefit of all the States 
then composing the United States, and all other 
States which should afterwards be admitted into 
the Union. These grants of cession embrace all 
the public lands within our territorial limits, as de- 
fined by the treaty of peace of 1783, and over that 
portion of our public domain which we acquired by 
the purchase from France of. Louisiana, and from 
Spain of Florida. No one, it seems to me, can 
doubt our full and unlimited constitutional power. 
The whole action of the Government, from its 
commencement, has proceeded on the ground’ that 
she has the entire control of the public lands. If 
Congress has not such power, what becomes of the 
title to the immense grants of land which we have 
to the States, to corporations, and to individuals 
I take it for granted, then, from’ the Constitution? 
from the deeds of cession, from the very nature of 
the subject, that we have the right to dispose of the 
public lands. The question is, then, presented, 
What is the most just and equitable mode of dispo- 
sition? The cession of the lands to the States in 
which they lie has been proposed. Are there any 
constitutional objections against distribution which 
do not hold with greater force against cession? The 
argument is, that we cannot distribute the proceeds 
of the lands equitably among all the States enti- 
tled to them; but that we can give the land exclu- 
sively to a part of the States. This is bad logic, 
and worse morals. 

Sir, the noble old Commonwealth of Virginia, by 
her munificent and patriotic grantof all that immense 
tract of country northwest of the Ohio river, for the 
common benefit of all the States, Virginia inclu- 
sive, evinced a liberality and patriotism having no 
parallel in the history of nations. And shall we 
defeat the object of that grant by diverting the reve 
nue derived from that source from its proper ob- 
jects, or by giving the lands lo a few of the States? 
I trust not. The other grants of cession were sub- 
stantially the same as the grant from Virginia, and 
on the same terms, and subject to the same condi 
tions. I desire briefly to show the committee how 
the State, a part of whose citizens I have the ho- 
hor to represent, would be affected by cession. If 
the proposition made by a Gistinguished Senator 
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on this subject should pass, what would Indiana 
receive? It is estimated that there are now about 
four millions of acres of public lands remaining 
unsold in Indiana. Upon the proceeds of these 
lands,,we should receive thirty-five per cent. and 
then our equal share of sixty-five per cent. epon 
the whole sales of public lands. Indiana, with a 
population of seven hundred thousand souls, with 
thirty-five per cent, on the sales cf four millions of 


refuse lands, while Arkansas, with a population - 


about one-fourth as large as ours, would receive 
thirty-five per cent. on the sales of about twenty 
millions of acres, and then divide equally with us 
the balance of the sales; andin order te get our 
thirty-five per cent. upon four millions of refuse 
lands, what would Indiana give? Sir, she would 
abandon her undivided right to ten hundred and 
eighty millions of acres of public domain; the pro- 
portion to which the State of Indiana would be en- 
titled out of this amount of public lands is over 
fifty millions of acres, And, sir, do gentlemen ex- 
pect us to abandon the fifty millions of acres for 
the paltry consideration of thirty-five per cent. upon 
the sales of four millions, or even Jess, of refuse 
lands? If the land bill of Mr. Clay had become a 
law when it passed both Houses of Congress by 
such decided majorities, the State of Indiana would 
have received, under its operation to this time, 
over four millions of dollars. And what, let me 
ask, have we received? Nothing, comparatively 
nothing. The party in power told the people of 
the new States, from time to time. that they were to 
have cession and graduation. We have been in- 
duced to forego the certain advantages. of distribu- 
tion, and are now no nearer cession or graduation 
than we were when these specious humbugs were 
first proposed. The gentleman from Mississippi 
and his friends have had all power under the Go- 
vernment for twelve years, and why have they not 
made good their promises of graduation and ces- 
sion? Sir, I am forced to believe that they had 
not the will, inasmuch as they bad the power 
and did not exercise it. If the State of Indi- 
ana had received the four millions of dol- 
lars to which she would have been entitled un- 
der the provisions of the land bill, what might she 
not have accomplished with it? Theinterest, with- 
out touching the principal, would have constituted 
a fund large enough to have educated every child 
within her. borders for all time to come. It would 
now pay one half of her internal improvement 
debt, or, if invested in profitable stocks, it would 
pay the interest upon her State debt without a re- 
sort to taxation. © And if the distribution bill were 
to pags now, we should ‘annually receive about 
$200,000. Now, what are the objections to this 
measure, so just in itself, and calculated to confer 
equal, great, and lasting benefits upon every State 
in this Union, and calculated to put to rest forever 
all legislation upon this embarrassing subject? First, 
it is said that the proceeds of the public Jands are 
to be held out to the States as a bribe to purchase 
political influence at the.saerifice of the indepen- 
dence of action among the States. Sir, the people 
whom I represent, and the party with whom I act, 
are not to be bribed by “filthy lucre.” I dread not 
its influence upon the proud-spirited, fearless, and 
generous sons of Indiana, The gentleman best 
knows whether his constituents and his party are 
above temptation. I hope they are. But there is 
astrange inconsistency in this objection; they pro- 
pose to give the States in which the lands lie all 
the lands, and ‘there is, they tell us, no danger of 
that corrupting them; yet when we propose to give 
them their fair proportion of the preceeds of those 
lands, that is highly dangerous. Another objection 
is, that this measure would be an assumption of 
the State debts. I cannot, I confess, see the force 
of thisargument; for, if itis right to distribute the 
proceeds of the public lands among the States, it 
cannot be rendered wrong because: the States are 
in debt; that only furnishes an additional reason 
why Congress should now do its duty and pay this 
honest debt to the Siates. The States, in their 
sovereign capacity, have a right to contract debts, 
and there is no power in this-Congress or upon 
earth to restrain them. No one has ever dreamed 
of asking the General Government to assume the 
payment of the State debts. All that the States 
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their own legislation in their own way. Sir, the 
State of Indiana, crushed and paralyzed as she 
has been by the present Administration, is, thank 
God, still willing and able to pay her honest 
debts. But what right have gentlemen to attack 
State stocks and State credit, under the idea of 
combating the assumption of State debts by 
Congress? No American ever has proposed this 
assumption, and I trust none ever will. Sir, 
this attack is anti-American, anti-national in -jts 
character, for, although we are divided into diffe- 
rent States, we still are the same great people, 
holding in common the same history of the past, 
bound together by the same inlerests in the present, 
and looking forward to the consummation of the 
same high destiny in the future. Who, then, that 
has an American heart in his bosom, would mar 
the prosperity or destroy the credit of any State in 
this Union? Who would dim the brightness of one 
single star which adorns the emblem banner of a 
nation’s sovereignty and glory? Sir, the man who 
could do it is unworthy of his country, and unwor- 
thy of that liberty which its Constitution bestows 
upon him. Whilst upon the subject of the public 
lands, suffer me to say that I agree with the hono- 
rable geatleman from Mississippi in the support of 
a well-guarded pre-emption law, and shall cer- 
tainly vote for such a law. But, Mr. Chairman, I 
have already detained you too long on the subject 
of the public lands; the importance of the subject 
must plead my excuse. 

I will now, for a few moments, examine with 
the honorable gentleman the claims of this Admi- 
nistration on the score of economy alluded to by 
him. How stands the account? The Administra- 
tion has, during the four years of its continuance, 
expended $30,000,000, over and above its ordi- 
nary yevenues. it has expended in four years 
$135,000,000, being an average of $33,750,000 
perannum. What has been effected for the pub- 
lic good by this immense expenditure of public 
treasure? Out of this $135,000,000, there has 
been appropriated to the increase of the Navy, to 
fortifications, harbors, light-houses, roads, dry 
docks, arsenals, armories, and to every other work 
of permanent national importance, only about 
$11,000,000. Every branch of the public service 
has been most shamelessly neglected. 

The Secretary of War tells us that there is not 
one harbor or seaport town along the whole range 
of our Atlantic seaboard, from Passamaquoddy bay 
to the Sabine river, which is in a defensible condi- 
tion, or in a condition ta protect our commerce; 
and our chain of frontier fortresses, stretching from 
. the Northern lakes to Louisiana, constituting our 
defence against that horde of savages which the 
policy of the Government has thrown upon our 
Western frontier, is in a most ruinous condition. 
Very little has been done to increase our navy; and 
for this year the estimate for that purpose is 
$100,000 only. Iam no alarmist; but he must be 
blind to the plainest indications of passing events 
who does not see cause of apprehension in our pre- 
sent relations with Great Britain. The Northeast- 
ern boundary question is yet unsettled, and daily 
becoming more difficult to adjust amicably. The 
burning of the Caroline, which has been avowed 
by the British minister as an authorized act of the 
British Government; the right claimed and exer- 
cised by Great Britain to search our merchant ships 
upon the ocean; all these difficult questions, grow- 
ing out of our relations with Great Britain, 
threaten, if not speedily adjusted, to involve usin a 
war with that formidable power. The present con- 
dition of Europe is not at all favorable to a lasting 
peace. Numerous causes of discontent exist in the 
relations of France and England. These great 
and rival powers must ever be the first and princi- 
pal parties in any general war in Europe. The 
causes are now in being which, at no distant day, 
will shake the Gothic framework of European so- 
ciety to its deepest foundation; and the torch is 
now blazing which, ere long, will light the flame of 
war throughout the lesgih and breadth of that 
great continent. And, in the event of a general 
war in Europe, this Government, in all human 
probability, will be forced to become a party. Sir, 


ask or expect is, that they shall be left to manage 


. notwithstanding the glowing descriptions of nation- | 
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al prosperity depicted in the Presidents message, 
are we ready for that great emergency? :We are 
ready, so far as the bravery and patriotism of -our 
citizens are concerned; but are our army and -navy 
and our national defences suitable to the condition’ 
of war? PG sees 


One word, Mr. Chairman, on the subject of ha- ` 
tional iraprovement. The harbersof our Northern 
lakes seem to have been forgotten or entirely aver- 
looked. Many of them, after having been com- 
menced at great expense, are now suffered to fall 
into ruin for want of asmall appropriation to finish 
them. These harbors are of the utmost impor- 
tance, whether we consider them as the security of 
our Jake commerce in peace, or its protection and 
the protection of the Northern frontiers in time of 
war. During the last year we had no appropria- 
tion on the harbor at Michigan city, although an 
appropriation was necessary to prevent its falling 
into ruin; but the Government issued an Executive 
order to sell the apparatus and furniture provided 
for its improvement to sustain the sinking credit of 
a bankrupt Treasury; and so of the Cumberland 
road—the only two works of national. improve- 
ment within the State of Indiana. All the lake 
harbors, I believe, shared the same fate. And yet 
we are told by the President that the Government 
has promptly met all the obligations devolving 
upon it. ees 7 


The honorable gentleman from Mississippi has 
talked of the unconstitutionality of a United States 
Bank. I shall not now enter upon the discussicn 
of that question. I consider it a settled question— 
settled by the decisions of the. highest judicial tri- 
bunal known to the Constitution, settled by the le- 
gislation of Congress, and settled by the voice of 
the American people. And, as a necessary fiscal 
agent of the National Government, I shall be pre- 
pared to vote for it when the proper time arrives, 
and the people require it, if I shall then have a seat 
in this body, eh 


The gentleman prophesies that Gen. Harrison, 
will have an extra session of Congress. If he:and 
his friends wish to avoid it, let them vote to.raise a. 
sufficient revenue to support the Government during 
the present year, and thereby obviate the necessity 
fora called session. If an extra session of Con- 
gress can be avoided, I am as much opposed to it as 
heean be. But if gentlemen are determined to 
force General Harrison to have a called session, I 
hope that much good to the country may result 
from it. I hope that the wishes of the people, . so 
plainly indicated in the late elections, will be car- 
ried out; that we shall have a thorough, searching, 
and entire reform of abuses in the Government, 
and that the Sub-Treasury—drawn from the rotten, 
corrupt, and crumbling monarchies of Europe— 
wili no longer remain a stain upon your statute 
book and a curse upon the country. | 


Mr. Chairman the charge has been made here, 
and has gone forth to the world, that British gold 
had its influence upon our elections; that the Ad- 
ministration was not tried for,and condemned. on 
account of, its ruinous measures, It-is not enough 
that the pensioned presses of the country should 
have made this charge; but here, even here in “the 
the halls of National Legislation, those who. repre- 
sent freemen are found to endorse it. The influ- 
ence of British gold, indeed! The people are. go- 
verned by other motives and considerations. Tell 
them of danger from abroad, or of the establish- 
ment of domestic tyranny at.home, and at once 
you command their warmest sympathies and their 
mightiest energies. Sir, the-late signal triumph of 
the people over their oppressors was the result of 
that pure end elevated. love of country, of. that 
unyielding and quenchless love of liberty, which 
ever has, and I trust ever: will govern the actions 
of freemen. They saw. their currency deranged, 
their commerce destroyed, their enterprise crushed, 
their industry unrewarded, the Government of their 
fathers, though nominally the same, fast degenerat- 
ing into an uncontrolled and uncontrallahle despo- 
tisms Isit, then, any cause of wonder that ‘they 
should rise in. their might and majesty, and harl 
j from place aud power those who had: sô long and 

:g0. grievously: abused the trust confided to thein? 
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“Sir, they would have been ‘unworthy ‘of their noble 
parentage if they had done less, 


: ble to foretell what will be. the measures of the 
next Administration, and to state what willbe its 


principles. . How long has it been since the friends l 


of the party in power could not tell any thing 


-before he has entered upon the discharge of his 
official duties, they can tell all about his measures, 
`- and are ready to condemn them in advance, and to 
‘prophesy their overthrow. True and constitutional 
-Democracy is now in the-ascendant, and I hope al- 
‘ways way continue so. But gentlemen need not 
“lay the flattering unction to their souls” that the 
‘Spoilsmenu will again come into power, Locofoco- 
_ dsm, agrarianism, subtreasuryism are buried; now 
and forever, and the light of no resurrection morn- 
ing shall‘ever dawn upon the grave which covers 
‘their ignoble-remains. 
_. Mr. Chairman, I thank you and the committee 
» for the kindness and attention with which you have 
- heard me, and shall show my thankfalness by not 
‘longer trespassing on your patience or the time 
' of the House. 


` NATURALIZATION LAWS. 
SPEECH OF MR. DUNCAN, 


OF OHIO, 


nthe House of Representatives, January 26, 1841. 


‘The following remarks of Mr. Duncan, of Ohio, 
“in favor of an amendment of the ‘naturalization 
_ laws, were made in Committee of the Whole on 

the bill to authorize the issue of Tieasury hotes, 
H were not-included in his speeclk as pyblished 


eretofore for want of room, ef 
“Mr. Duncan exhibited the bill to ataefd the na- 
turalization laws, and said it was his iutention to 
_ introduce it, but lest he should not have aa oppor- 
v tunity to.introduce it, and express his views upon 
‘its merits, he would claim the time and attention 
‘of the commiltee while he wonld submit a few re- 

‘marks, Mr. D. proceeded and remarked: 
ve What. are the objects ef this bill? Why, sir, 


_ they are no more nor tess than to secure to those 


‘who.flde from despotism, and civil and religions 
“Oppression, ‘the same rights, and a participation in 
> the same privileges, which our ancestors secured 

by their flight, and which they have transmitted to 

us, atid which, too, they have transmitted ta us 

‘free of the ammels and pretended obligations that 

bound them. in obedience to the mandates of a Bri. 

tish throne, and the dictates of a haughty aristocra- 

eyealled “the mother country.” 
“4 Bat what is the Government which our ances 
= tors. have transmitted to ua? Ina word, it is a Go- 
-vetminent.of the people. Our Government is cailed 
-emphatically “the. asylam of the oppressed.” 
o Oars is atGovernment of tree institutions, and we 
: have ever regarded the elective as the most valua- 
- ble of all our free insiitutions. It is the freedom 
of iour elective franchise that makes us a fiee peo- 

ple, aud our Government a free. Government. 

Phe elective franchise is an institution which forms 

the principal ingredient of every free Government, 

and just in proportion to the extent io which that 

: franchise is enjoyed in a Goverament, so is that 

Government free. 

I: have ever thought, from my earliest attention 
to-the principles of Government, that the elective 
franchise of this country, as it related to foreigners, 

\ Bas béen unnecessarily limited: and trammeiled. 

Our nataralizativa laws have been, and are now, 
scourplicated, and the time required for foreigners 

to.become citizens unnecessarily prolonged, The 
: < @ifficuly and expense attending naturalization, are 
-incompatible with the name of our Government, 
fad-the nature of our free institutions. It has ever 
vo Been my-intention, since { have had the honor of a 

:gtand on: this floor, at the proper ume, not only to 
express my decided: hostility- to. the naturalization. 
Jaws äs they now exist; but also to exert my feeble 
abilities to have them. amended, so as to make them 
-conform tò the character and nature of our Govern- 
ment; and the spirit.of our Constitutions; It affords 
me inexpressible satisfaction to have on this occa- 


‘he‘honorable member from Mississippi is now ` 


ut General Harrisons’y. principles? But now,- 
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-sion the privilege toj take part in the commence- . 


mentof a work which has long been. near. my 


heart. 


‘When our Government was formed, it was, to 
Some extent, an experiment. It- was formed with a 
trembling hand, and with fearful. apprehensions. 
Ht was the: subject of contemptuous derision and 
malevolent ridicule to the crowned heads, and the 


‘aristocracy of all Europe; and there were not 


wanting many able statesmen and experienced poli- 
ticians in our own country, who predicted its 
downfall in less than half a century—who predict- 
ed that ours would go the way of all Republics 
hat had gone before it. Hence it is that some of 


‘our institutions are trammeied with resirictions, 


others enlarged with powers and privileges which 
do not comport with the free principles of a simple 
Republican Government, and the spirit and gene- 
ral character of our free institutions. Among those 
are tobe founda Federal judiciary for life, and 
the limitation of the elective franchise, as applied 
to foreigners, or the restraints interwoven in the 
naturalization laws; though these last proceed 
rather from legal restrictions than constitutional 
prohibition. The. sincere caution and patriotic 
motives which governed and guided the greater 


[number of our ancestors, will prohibit every grate- 


ful American from reflecting upon the framers of 


our Government for what he may now think an’ 


unnecessary restraint, or a dangerous power im- 
posed or bestowed upon any of our institutions. 
Some of our institutions were framed with an eye 
to those of a similar character in the country from 
which we were emancipated. Many of our cus- 
toms, maxims, and rules of action, as well judicial 
as political, common to our country, were retain- 
ed, as well froman attachment to precedent as a 
confidence in their utility, and a belief of their in- 
trinsic worth; and it is due in gratitude to the ser- 
vices and memory of our ancestors, to say that all 
our institutions were made as free as the experi- 
ence of the age and the nature of circumstances at 
that time would permit. But it is now more 
than “half a century” since the organiza- 
tion of our Government, and the harmony 
and regularity which has distinguished all 
its movements, independent of the agency of the 
restrictions and embarrassments which this bill is 
intended to remove, (and some powers and privi- 
leges which I hope to sce soon abolished) mus: con- 
vince every one that many of the apprehensions 
entertained that our Government might be “too 
free” were unfounded. An experience of more 
than fifty years of the practical and successful 
operation of our Republican Government must 
serve to convince the most doubting aod incredu- 
lous, that the people have every requisite for 


- sel-govermment, viz: wisdom, power, and honesty. 


Hence there is no longer any apology for retain- 
ing restrictions, powers or privileges, incompatible 
with our free institutions or personal rights, which 
originally had their foandatibn in the want of a 
full coufidence in the intelligence, capacity, and 
stability of the people for self-government, 

There is no man now living who is imbued with 
pure Republican principles, who can desire to 
see thal provision of the United States Constitutioa 
perpetuated or longer continued, which secures to 
the Federal judiciary their offices for life. There 
is surely no advocate of equal rights and pure 
Republican principles at this day, who will not 
cheerfully lend his aid and voice to so amend the 
Constitution as to limit the time for which our 
Federal judges shall ho!d their offices. 

The idea of an office for life in a Republican 
Gevernment, a fundamental principle of which is 
“rotation in office,” is so revolting to every pa- 
triotic feeling, that one cannot think of it without 
horror,-who is not tainted with an attachment to 
the principles of aristocracy. The existence of an 
office for hfe in a Republican Government, is 
a contradiction in terms, which nothing but 
an unprincipled sophist and a political hy- 
pocrite can reconcile at this day, and with our 
experience of the virtues of a Republican Govern- 


“ment. “<The moment an office for ‘life'in a Republi - 


can Government is bestowed 'on ‘any one individ aal, 
a -gloomiaid déspondeticy; to a éeriain extent; is: 
cast over the prospects of every other individual in 
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the community, whose qualifications and virtues 
entitle-him equally to the same cffice. To admit 
ihe necessity of a life office in our Government, is 
to admit the preposterous supposition that BO. per- 
son but he who fils it is qualified; or the truth of 
the anti-republican principle, that the people, by 
themselves or. theit representatives, are incapable 
of filling offices with those who are qualified. 

_ Alife office in a Republican Government is a 
blight and a political mildew. It is a sapping, 
sucking vampyre upon all free institutions. It is 
a blasting, freezing curse upon every human politi- 
cal prospect, The secret prayer of a freedom- 
loving community for an early death, is the lot of 
him who holds an office for life in a republican 
Government. if I have one wish above another, 
it is that I may live to see our Constitution so 
amended that no man shall hold.an office for. life 
in our Government. I hope to live to. see the day 
when our Constitution shall be so amended that 
our Federal Judiciary, like other men, shail hold 
their offices for a limited time. I have no notion 
that one class of officers in this country shail ride 
upon the storm of party in constitutional secarity, 
and themselves be partisans, while all others 
are liable to perish and sink. If the tempest, of 
party is to perpetually howl through this coun- 
try, as it will, and does, in all Governments not 
purely despotic, then let those who. are partisans 
be placed on the same footing. If thè political 
ocean, Jong and wide. as this Union, is to heave 
from its foundation, and rock and shake, and toss 
the ship of State, let all who ride in her be made 
equally liable to be swallowed in the vortex of party. 
I contend tbat the priaciples of justice, of equality, 
the nature of our free institutions, and the name 
and character of our Government, ail unite in de- 
anding that the Federal Constitution be so 
amended that no office can beheld for life in this 
country. But, sir, ! did not rise to talk about the 
Federal jurisdiction, I rose to talk about the na- 
turalization laws, 

Sir, the objections I have to the naturalization 
laws, consist in the time they require a foreigner 
to reside in this country before he can become a 
citizen; the complication. in the laws themselves 
and the expense and trouble- they:impose to. be- 
come a citizen. I wish to see it pat in. the power 
of a foreigner to become. a citizen. with -a shorter 
residence in this country, with as: little trouble and 
expense as possible, and when he takes the oath of 
allegiance, I wish him to enjoy all the rights and 
privileges of a native bern citizen, which the Fe- 
deral Constitution does" not deny him. So fhought 
Thomas Jefferson, as is evinced in the following 
extract from one of his messages: _ 

‘I cannot omit recommending a revisal óf the laws on the 
sabject of naturalization, considering the ordinary chances of 
human liie, a denial of citizenship under a residence of fourteen 
years, is a denial to a great proportion of those who ask it; and 
controls a policy pursued trom their first settlement by many 
of those States, and still belicved of consequence to-their pros- 
perity. And shall we refuse to the unhappy fugitives from 
distress that hospitality which the savages of the wilderness ex- 
tended to our fathers arriving in this land? Shall oppressed hu- 
manity find no asylum on this globe? The Constitution, indeed, 
has wisely provided that furadmnission to certain offices of im: 
portant trusts a residence shall be required sufficient to deve- 
lope character and design. But might not the general cha- 
racter and capabilities of a citizen be safely communicated to 
every one manifesting a bona fide purpose of embarking his 
life and fortune permanently with us?” È 

Why has he heretofore not enjoved such benefits? 
We have had two parties in this country from the 
commencement of our Goverament to this time, 
and we are likely to continue to have, A Federal 
party and a Democratic party. A Federal party, 
so called from their attachment to Federal princi- 
ples;.or a strong and powefal Federal Government 
concentrating in it the sovereignty and independence 
of the States; and, to a great extent, the liberties 
ef the people; and also in favor of all measures 
and all institutions which will foster, secure, and 
perpetuate those objects. A Democratic party, so 
called from their attachments to the priaciples of 
Demccracy—to a Federal Government of limited 
powers—to the sovereignty or independence of the 
States, or so.much as has not been surrendered to 
ihe Federal Government by the letter of the Con- 
stitution—the. broadest freedom to the: people, 
whether natives.or foreigners., o. PA on 

The Democratic party, in accordance with ihe 


i 
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principles which give them name, have always 
been in favor of the broadest liberty of speech, the 
freedomof debate, and the freedom of the press— 
the most liberal exercise of the elective franchise, 
and the least possible resiraint upon the privileges 
of naturalization, which the safety ef the country 
would admit. The Federal party have ever ex- 
erted themselves to limit the freedom of speech, of 
debate, and of the press, to circumscribe the elec- 
tive franchise within the narrowest possible 


bounds, and to throw all the restrictions and em-- 


parrassments possible in the way of naturalization, 
and are now endeavoring, in violation of the Con- 
stitution, to deprive foreigners of the rights of citi- 
zenship. I-make no assertions here but what I 
can prove, so I proceed to prove these. 

I will not trace our political history for this pur- 
pose further. than the administration of the elder 
Adams. The Federal party had the ascendency in 
both branches of the National Legislature, as well 
as in the Executive Department; and here are 
some of the fruits of that Administration. 

I hold in my hand volume third of the United 
States Laws, page sixty-one, which contains an act 
supplementary to and to amend the act entitled, “An 
act to establish a uniform rule of naturalization, 
and to repeal the act heretofore passed on that sub- 
ject.” This act was passed during the Federal ad- 
ministration of the elder Adams, and was approved 
by him, June 18th, 1898: The first section of this 
act provides that foreigners shall not be naturalized 
short of a residence of fourteen years in this coun- 
try next preceding their application.. This act was 
a Federal measure, was introdaced by Federalists, 
was sustained by- Federalists, passed by Federal- 
ists, and approved by a Federal President. It was 
opposed by the Democratic party in Congress, as 
the journals show which I hold in my hand, and 
by the Democratic party out of Congress, as the 
political history of the country shows, I held in 
my hand the act which is now in force, and which 
repeals the fourteen year act, and reduces the resi- 
dence of foreigners necessary to naturalization to 
five years. This act was opposed by the Federal 
party. then in Congress, as the journals which I 
hold in my hand show. It was passed by the De- 
mocratic. party; but it was passed as the surgeon 
draws the tooth—it was passed by the hardest effort. 
But I wish to be brief: 1 will come up to modern 
times. 

Last winter, a Democratic member (Mr. Hano 
of New York) introduced a bill, at au early period 
of the session, to shorten the residence required by 
the act now in force. That bill was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. A majority of that 
committee were Federalists (modern Whigs;) but 
no power on this carth was able to rescue it from 
their hands. It slept the sleep of death. The same 
gentleman jotroduced a simular bill at the com- 
mencement of this session. A motion was made 
to refer it to a Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union; that motion failed by a par- 
ty vote, the Federalists voting against it, A mo- 
tion was made to refer it- to the standing Commit- 
tee on the Judeciary; that motion was carried by a 
party vote—évery Federalist in the House voting 
for it, and the Democracy against it; aud there that 
pill now is safe for an eternal sleep. But T shall 
not pursue the history—this is enough for my pur- 
pose. I could make a book of the party struggles 
on ihe subject of naturalization; in every instance 
of which, the Democracy have been on the side of 
liberality, and the Federalists on the side of restric- 
tion. Here is proof—historical proof—documen- 
tary proof, of the fact, that itis a cardinal princi- 
ple with the Federal party to throw every possible 
restriction and. embarrassment in the way of natu- 
ralization. But the Federalists:do not stop at re- 
striclions and embarrassnents; they seek to over- 
throw the privilege and constitutional rights of na- 
wralization; they seek. to deprive the foreigner 
of the right of citizenship at present, and in all 
time’ to come; they seek to make the foreigner a 
` spassal=—“ta hewer of wood and a drawer of water.” 
-The country is, at ihis tine, overspread. with “‘Na- 
iye American Associations.” Native American 


ociations! T will remark. upon. ‘that term’ be- 
“fore Etakemy seat. Yes, sir, our country is over- 
spread with Native American Associations! And’ 


what is their object? I hoid in my hand a. memo- 
rial which answers the question. Here it is: 
“To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled: 
“Ferrow-Cimzens: ‘The petition of the undersigned citizens 
of the United States, and of the State of Blinois, respectfully 
shows their belief, that time has fulfilled the object had in view 
by our fathers at the period of adoping the Constitution, when 
they gave the Congress the power of passing laws for the natu- 
ralization of foreigners; and your petitioners also show their be- 
lief, that the farther admission of foreigners to a participation 
in the political rights of native Americaas, would be hurtful to 
the interests of our country, and if continued will, sooner or 
later, prove destructive to our Republican institutions. Your 
petitioners, therefore, ak the attention oi your honorable body 
to the various petitions for a repeal of the naturalization laws 
which have been formerly presented to your ih onorable body; 
and they farther aek your honorable body to repeal entirely the 
laws which now exist in regard to the naturalization of fo- 
reigners.”? 


What do you think of that, sir? Yo ur Clerk’s 
desk groans with such petitions fron “Native 
American Associations,” and Federalists not asso- 
ciated under that name. And of whon and of 
what are those Native American Associati ns com- 
posed? Federalists; I answer, without the fear of 
successful contradiction, Federalists. There is not 
a pure Republican in the United States, who has 
ever favored at heart the principles of Democracy, 
who has initiated himself in one of those infamous 
associaiions. Infamous, did I say? Is that too 
hard aterm? No, not when we contemplate the 
object. The name is good—it is honorable. It is 
not the first time we have known a name to be as- 
sumed for a purpose foreign to the purpose which 
the name would imply. We have frequently 
known a name to be used to cover the basest 
frauds. We have seen, within the last twenty-five 
years, the political vocabulary exhausted of names 
to cover the dangerous and subverting principles 
of Federalism; and such is the object of both the 
name and the association ia question. 

The true interpretation of “Native American 
Association” will be understood by every patriot 
when things shall be ealled by their right namer. 
The translation of ‘Native American Association” 
will be, base demagogues; violators of the Constitu- 
tion; corrupt minions of Federalism; polluters of 
the pure fountains of Republicanism; infamous de- 
spoilers of the elective franchise; myrmidons of des- 
potism on the soil of our free institutions; calumnia- 
tors and foul detractcrs of the American character 
and Republican principles; reckless political swin- 
dlers, who would sacrifice their country, and sink to 
eternity her free institutions, tolive aday themselves 
on their ruins; high-handed potitical railers at the 
rewards due to the immortal memories and patriu- 
tie services of Lafayette, DeKalb, Pulaski, Mont- 
gomery, Kosciusko, and a host of other foreigners, 
whose names will be sung when those who com- 
pose your “Native American Association”? will be 
fost in forgetfulness. Nativé American Associa- 
tion! Sir, the name, in connection with the object, 
sickens me. 

Such an Association, for such a purpose, disgraces 
the American escutcheon, and merits the indignant 
scorn of every lover of human liberty and re- 
publican freedom. Such an instituiion, for 
such a purpose, is worthy, with its members, to be 
the ready instruments. the tools, and the corrupt 
minions ef a swiudling, shinplaster, rotten be- 
rough, stockjobbing aristocracy, aud of which, too, 
they are apart. And yet, strange to say, and al- 
most incredible, I am told there are foreigners who 
have enrolled themselves in those associations, If 
there be such a foreigner, that man is prepared to 
open his jaws for the bit, bend bis back for the 
saddle, and, like Balaam’s ass, receive the kicks of 
his’ master, without even the right to say, “My 
lord, my lord, why smitest thou me?” 
Sir, I could compile a book of Federal memo- 
rials, resolutions, orders, sayings, &c. that have for 
their object the disfranchiserient of foreigners; but 
time will not permit: I will have to confine myself 
to two or three moreexposes. Ihold in my hand 
an address of cne of those associations called ‘““Na- 
tive American,” from which I will read an extract: 
“We do solemnly tesoive to oppose the election or appoint- 


ment of any bat American citizens to office, and henceforward 
use our united efforts and unsparing zeal.to procure such an al- 


“teration in the naturalization law as shall exclude from the right 


of suffrage all foreigners who come into the country after 
such law has passed.” : 


among other things, we find the following: 


In the opinicn of a Federalist of high standing, + 


His-of Reps. 


“OF the Irish foreigners, most of them are paupers, atvangers, 
sojourners, loafers, and other cattle, who contribute not one. cent 
to the maintenance of the Government, and are not found save 
on the days of election, and are never seen afterwards... They 
swear falsely with perfect impunity as-respects punishment, in 
this world, and according to whose faith, perhaps, the price of ‘a 
day’s labor gives them [the Roman Catholics] absolution for the 
next. ` ; . Tee ea 

I am no Roman. Catholic; but T. believe this’a 
base slander upon the Irish, worthy. of a dema» 
gogue and a liar; and, I believe a foul detraction 
from the principles of the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion, worthy of a polluied heart or a benighted 
mind. ata 

The present Executive of the State of New 
York, Governor Seward, in his inavgural message, 
says: y 

“ There is another. resource which is ours, neither 
by inheritance nor by purchase, nor. by violence mor 
by fraud. Ti is the LABOR, the incalculable LABOR 
of the European Staies The truth of this state: 
ment every native. American is proud toadmit; itis, indeed, 
by their labor, AND BY THAT ONLY, that foreigners 
render AN Y SERVICE to the United States; and it is the 
duty, as itis the just prerogative of the American people, 770 
CONFINE THEM TO THIS THEIR ONLY PRO. 
PER VOCATION IN OUR COUNTRY.” 

This sentiment is worthy of the edict of a heart- 
less despot. But it is now time that I should intro- 
duce the alien and sedition laws as a part of my 
expose of Federal hostility to foreigners, as well 
as the liberty of speech, the enjoyment of debate, 
and the freedom of the press; and first of the 
Alien law, I read from vol. 3d, United States Laws, 
page 66: : : 
“AN ACT CONCERNING ALIENS, 

“And be it enacted, &c. That it shall be lawful for the Pre- 
sident of the United States, at any time during the continuance 
of this act, to order al! such alens as he shall judge dangerous 
to the peace and safety of the United States, or shall have rea- 
sonable grounds to suspect are concerned in any treasonable or 
secret machinations against. the Governtnent thereof, to depart 
out of the territory of the United States, within euch time’ as 
shall be expressed'in such order; which order shall be served 
onsuch alien by delivering him a copy thereof, or leaving the 
same at his usual abode, and returned to the office of the Se- 
cretary of State, by the marshal, or other persons to whom the 
same shall be directed. Andin case any alien so orderedtode- . 
part, shall be found.at large within the United States after. the 
time limited in such order for his departure, and not having ob- 
tained a licence from the President to residé therein, or having 
obtained such license, shall not have conformed thereto, every 
such alien shall, on conviction thereof, be imprisoned -for.a 
term not exceeding three years,, and shall never after be ad- 
mitted to become a citizen of the United States. a 

“Approved, June 25, 1798.” ? : ee 

I will read no more from this Jaw—this is 
enough for my purpo‘e. And now for the sedition 
law. In the volume 3, United States Laws, page 
98, second section cf an act entitled an act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States, we find the following: 


“Phat if any person shall write, print, utter or publish, or 
shail cause oy procure to be written. printed, uttered or pub- 


lished, or shall knowingly and wiilingly assist or aid in writing, 
printing or publishing any falze, scandalous or malicious writing 
or writings against the Government of the United States: or 
either touse of the Congress of the United States, or the Pre- 
sident of the United States, with intent to. defame the said’ Go» 
vernment, or either House of the said Congress, or the said 
President, or to bring them or either of them into contempt or 
disrepute, or to excite against them or either or any of them the 
hatred of the good people of the United States ” Ee ae 
such person being convicted thereof, before any court of the 
United States having jurisdiction thereof, shall be punished by 
fine not exceeding two thousand dollars, and by imprisonment 
not exceeding two years.” . ; 

These two extracts constituie all that is necessa- 
ry for me to expose of these jaws.. They 
would have been beter fitted for a place in the 
codes ¿f Caligula or Nero than in the American 
siatute book. I might ask the foreigner, I care not 
from what despotism he may have fled, whether or 
not bis condition would be much improved under 
the existence of such laws as these.: Thave ex- 
posed them, aad I intend to make them a part of 
my printed remarks, because 1 misk. they cannot 
be too frequently exposed. I tbink the safety of 
our free institutions and our personal liberty. re- 
quire their frequent exposition. True, they kave 
been repealed, stil] they. occupy a place in the 
American statute book to its disgrace and infamy. 
But 2 would not have them expunged if Teould. J 
would not onlyJet them remain on the statute 
book, but I would have them, translated into every 
tongue, aud posted upon the high ways at public 
comers—upon:the church pillars and ia every fo- 
rum. They would serve as warnings and beacons 
to the unwary, thateven here liberty is only to be’ 
perpetuated by a vigilance and. an unceasing 


_walehfulness, which can only be surpassed by. the 
_pyavery and patriotism which rescued: it: fromthe 
“grasp of despotism. 
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> Yo understand the motives which gave birth to 
` those-Jegal-monsters, it is necessary to refer to the 
history. of ‘the times of their passage. | ; 
= The. Federal party, in. 1796, triumphed in the 
election of the elder Adams, and not only in his 
election, but in the election of both branches of 
Congress. That was their first triumph. Having 
gained the ascendency; the next object was to re- 
tain it. ‘The sedition law was intended to operate 
: on native born citizens, as well as foreigners. It 
was. intended to benumb the tongue, palsy the 
hand; and suppress the press. It was intended to 
“Secure. the re-election of the Presidential incum- 
bent and the Federal members of Congress, by 
_ preventing any and all exposes of their Federal 
principles and their subverting corruptions, by 
making heavy fines, forfeitures, and imprisonment 
the penalty of the exercise of rights which the Con- 
stitution secures, and which is the prerogative of 
freemen at all times and in all places; and perhaps 
no law was ever more faithfully executed than 
; Was that infamous law. Preseniments, indict- 
‘ments, . prosecutions, judgments, convictions, im- 
prisonmenis, and forfeitures, were the order of the 
day. The prisons groaned and the publie newspa- 
pers teemed with sheriffs’ and marshals’ advertise- 
ments for the sale of forfeited estates and confis- 
cated goods and chattels, to satisfy the “crimes 
against the United States; and the crimes con. 
sisted in the exercise of the rights of freemen, and 
an expose of a corrupt, a worthless, and a despotic 
Administration. 

The alien law was intended to Operate on fo- 
reigners. This act, it will be seen, authorized the 
President of the United States to order any fo- 
reigner whom he might think dangerous to the 
country to depart therefrom. It is to be under- 
stood,from the fact that both the alien and sedi- 
tton laws were only to. be in force for two years, 
that they were intended for the sole purpose of se- 
curing the re-election of the Federal Administra- 
tion, nd securing it in the full and unchecked ex- 
ercise of its corrupt and despotic measures which 

- 80 justly designated it “the reign of terror.” The 
safety of “the good people of the United States,” 
and the preservation of the country from the infla- 
ence of foreigners, formed no part of the conside- 
tation for the passage of either the alien or sedi- 
tion laws. I repeat, it was to perpetuate in power 
the Federal party: hence it was, that power was 
given to the President to order any foreigner to de- 
part the country. It was enough for him to know 
that the foreigner was opposed to the Federal par- 
ty, their ptinciples, and his re-election: that being 
known, the Executive mandate could ‘issue. He 
who had the misfortune to be born without the 
United States, by that mandate could be east upon 
the widespread deep, without preservation or sup- 
port, to be landed wherever the tempests aud waves 

„might land him, for no other crime than that of be- 
‘ing a` Democrat: For the exercise of this high and 

‘ arbitrary prerogative, no Presentment to a grand 
jury was. necessary—no trial by a petit jury—no 
judgment of a court was necessary—all forms of 
trial and of justice were dispensed with; and if the 
unfortunate victim of Executive Federal. yen- 
geance. failed to comply with and obey the man- 
date, his fate was still harder; for, without prevent- 
ment, trial, or judgment, a mandate from the same 
authority cast him intoa loathsome prison, to lin- 
ger and languish and waste away three years of a 
life which had periled every thing that life and for- 
tune could peril, to secure a home and an asylum 
here. ‘ 

No time I have now will permit me to enume- 
‘rate the prosecutions under and by those odious 
laws. I will allude, however, to one case, though 
involving no other principle or hardship than any 
oralt others. Iname it because the victim was 
distinguished for his talents, his integrity, bis pa- 
rity of principle, and his fearless patriotism. ' ‘he 

individual to whom I allude was Matthew Lyon. 

‘He owas an Irishman by birth, but a naturalized 
‘citizen, Consequently without the pale and power 

“OB thé alien law. < He was the editor of a Demo- 
cratic: newspaper iw the Staie of Vermont, and a 
membèr: of- Congress elect, He was indicted, 
tried, and found ‘guilty, for publishing a political 
article against John Adams; the President of the 
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United States. He was fined one thousand dollars, 
and costs of suit, and sentenced to four months’ 
imprisonment. The fine to the last cent was col- 
lected, and the imprisonment inflicted and endured. 
But Federalism, not satisfied with prosecuting him 
to insolvency and the prison, sought to persecute 
him to political disgrace, with: no less avidity and 
bitterness. Here is the resolution which was in- 
troduced for his expulsion from the House of Re- 
presentatives. I read this resolution, and shall 
make it a part of my printed remarks, not only to 
show it to the present generation as a precious re- 
miniscence of Federalism as it then was, but also 
to show the depraved and malignant spirit with 
which the party sought to prostrate the man who 
dare maintain the rights of a freeman. Here is 
the resolution: : 

“Resolved, That Matthew Lyon, a member of this House, 
having been convicted of being a malicious and seditious per- 
son, and of a depraved mind and wicked and diabolical disposi- 
tion, and of wickedly and maliciously contriving to defame the 
Government of the United States; and of having, with intent 
and design, defamed the Government of the United States, and 
John Adams, the President of the United States, and to bring 
the said Government and Presidentinto isrepute and contempt; 
and with intent and design to exciteagainst the said Government 
and President the hatred of the good people of the United 
States, and to stir up sedition in the United States, hath written 
and published certain scandalous writings or libels, be therefore 
expelled from this House.” : * . 

This is the resolution, and here is the list of Fe- 
deralists who voted for it, beginning with John 
‘Allen, and ending with R. Wain, forty-nine in 
number, the whole Federal pack then in Congress, 
(of the House.) Here are the names of the Demo- 
cratic members, all of whom voted against the 
resolution, beginning with Œ. Bain, and ending 
with R. Williams. Now, sir, to give you and the 
country indisputable eviderce that the Democracy 
of this day are contending against the same Fede- 
ral party, governed by the same principles and 
spirit, so far as the disposition to restrain by law 
the exercise of individual political rights is con- 
cerned, I ask to read a bill, which was introduced 
in the Senate not long since bya high-toned mo- 
dern Federalist, [Mr. CRITTENDEN, of Kentucky.} 
Here is the bill: it is called the modern sedition 
bills 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
dled, That from and after the first day of April, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty nine, no marshal or deputy 
marshal, no postmaster or deputy postmaster, no receiver or 
register of a land office, or any of their deputies or clerks, no 
surveyor general of the public lands, or any of his dedu ies or 
assistants, no collector, surveyor, naval officer, weigher, ganger, 
appraiser, or other officer or person whatsoever concerned or 
employed in the charging, collecting, levying, or managing the 
customs, or any branch or part thereof, no engincer, officer, or 
agent employed or concerned in the execution or superintend- 
euce of any of the public works, shall by word, message, or 
writing, or in any other mauner whatsoever, endeavor to per- 
suade any elector to give, or dissuade any elector from giving, 
his vote for the choice ofany person to be elector of President 
and Vice President of these United States, or for the choice of 
any person to be a Senator or Representative in the Con- 
gress of the said United States, or for the choice of any per- 
son to be Governor or Lieutenant Governor of any State, or 
of any person to be a Representative or member in the legisla- 
live department of any State of this Union, or for the choice of 
any person to serve in any public office established by the law 
ofany ot said States; nor shall any such officer or person inter- 
meddle in any of the elections above mentioned, or use any 
means with intent to influence or control the same, otherwise 
than by giving his own vote; and every person offending therein 
shall forfeit the sum of five hundred dollars, one moiety thereof 
to the informer, ‘and the other moiety thereof to the United 
States aforesaid, to be recovered, with costs of suit, by any per- 
son that shall sue for the same, by action of debt, bill, or plaint 
in any of the district or circuit courts of the United States; and 
every person convicted, on any such suit, of the said offence, 
shall thereby become disabled and incapable of ever bearing or 
executing any oftice or place of trust whatsoever under the said 
United States.” Asie 

This bill involves the same principle of the sedi- 
tion Jaw of “black-cockade memory.” Mr. BELL 
(true blue) ef Tennessee, of the House, introduced 
another of the same character, and so nearly in the 
same words that I shall not ask your time to read 
it. Those bills were opposed by every Democrat 
in the Senate and House, and were sustained by 
most of the Federalists, I believe, who did not 
skulk the vote. There is an insidious attempt to 
make the impression that those bills were intended 
to prevent the interference of Federal officers in 
elections, but that was a mean hypocritical sham: 


. $0 we will find it when the power elect comes into 


office. We will hear of no complaint. then of ihe 


interference - of Federal cfficers in elections. In- 


terference in. elections will be made part oftheir 
official duuty. The Federal banner will bear the 


| inscription, “Federalism expecis- every man to do his 
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duty at the polls.” trust I have displayed suffi. 
cient political history to illustrate the fact. that the 
Federal party have been what they are now, and 
that they are now what they have been, enemies to 
the free exercise of the elective franchise, Opposed 
to the constitutional rights of foreign emigrants, and 
in favor of prohibiting the freedom of speech, of 
debate, and of the press. I now ask your attention 
while I present some of the evidences ) with which 
our political history abounds) to prove that the 
Democratic party, whether in or out of office, have 
uniformly opposed all political measures calculated 
to suppress freedom in any case, within the mean- 
ing of the Constitution or the spirit of our free in- 
stitutions, in addition to the fact. that the Demo- 
cratic party to a man cpposed the alien and sedition 
laws, as well their passage as their execution. In 
every instance when the question of making the 
naturalization laws more favorable to foreign emi- 
grants has been presented, the Democracy have ex- 
erted themselves in their behalf, as the journals 
which I hold in my hands show, and such is the 
well known history of the country and of the par- 
ties. Here are two or three extracts from the Ken- 
tucky and Virginia Resolutions, so called. They 
speak the Democratie feeling which prevailed in 
the country at the time that the alien and sedition 
laws were in force: 
First extract: 


“That thé” General Assembly doth particularly protest 
against the palpable and alarming infractions of the Constitu- 
tion, in the two late cases of the ‘Alien and Sedition Acts,’ 
passed at the last session of Congress; the first of which exer- 
cises a power nowhere delegated to the Federal Government; 


and which, by uniting Legislative and Judicial powers to those 


of Executive, subverts the general principles of a free Go- 
vernment, as well as the particular organization and positive 
provisions of the Federal Constitution; and the other of which 
act exercises, in like manner,a power not delegated by the 
Constitution; but, on the contrary, expressly and positively 
forbidden by one of the amendments thereto; a power which, 
more than any other, ought to produce universal alarm; be- 
cause it is levelled against that right of freely examining public 
characters and measures, and of free communication among the 
people thereon, which has ever been justly deemed the only 
effectual guardian of every other right,” 


Second extract: 


“That the friendless alien has indeed’ been selected as tha 
safest subject of a first experiment; but the citizen will soon 
follow, ‘or rather has already followed, for already has a sedi- 
tion act marked him as its prey: that these and successive acts 
of the same character, unless arrested on the threshold, may 
tend to drive these States into revolution und blood, and will 
furnish new calumnies against Republican Governments, and 
new pretexts for those who wished it to be believed that man 
cannot be governed but by a rod ef iron; that it would be a 
dangerous delusion, were a confidence in the men of our choice 
to silence our fears for the safety of our rights; that confidence 
is every where the parent of despotism; that free Government 
is founded in jealousy and not in confidence; it is jealousy, not 
confidence, which prescribes limited Constitutions to bind 
down those whom we are obliged to trust with power; that our 
Constitution has accordingly fixed the limits to which, and no 
farther, our confidence may go”? 

Third extract: 

“It can never be admitted that the removal of aliens, autho- 
rized by the act, is to be considered, not ay-a punishment for an 
offence, but as a measure of precaution and prevention. Jf 
the banishment of an alien from the country into which he has 
been invited, as the asylum most auspicious to his happiness; a 
country where he may have formed the most tender connec- 
tions; where he may have invested his entire property, and ac- 
quired property of the real and permanent as wellas of the 
moveable and temporary kind; where he enjoys inider the laws 
a greater share of the blessings of personal security, and per- 
sonal liberty, than he can elsewhere hope for,, and where he 
may have nearly completed his probationary title to citizen- 
ship; if, moreover, in the execution. of thes sentence against 
him, he is to be exposed, not only to the ordinary dangers of 
the sea, but to the peculiar casualties incident to a crisis of war, 
and of unusual licentiousness on that element, and possibly to 
vindictive purposes which his emigration itself may have pio- 
voked; ifa banishment of this sort be not a punishment, and 
among the severest of Punishments, it will be difficult to 
imagine a doora to which the name can be applied,” 


I will trouble you with no more extracts from 
this source. The Kentucky and Virginia rerolu- 
tions abound with Democratic principles and pa- 
triotie sentiments, worthy the Democracy, and the 
friends of human liberty at all times. But Tonly 
exhibit these extracts to show that the Democratic 
party was then what it is now, I will read a short 
resolution to show that the Democratie party is 
now what it was then. It is a resolution uani- 
mously adopted by the late Democratic National 
Convention heid at Baltimore. Here is the resolu- 
tion:3 ` 

“9. Resolved, That the liberal principles embodied by Jef- 
ferson in the Declaration of Independence, and sanctioned in 
the Constitution, which make ours the land of liberty and the 
asylum of the oppressed of-every nation, have.ever been care. 
dinal principles in the Democratic faith; and every.attempt.to 


abridge the present privilege of becoming citizens, arid. the 
Owners of soil among us, ought to be resisted with the same, 
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: spirit which swept the alien and sedition laws from our statute 

. book.” 

Į have other evidence and demonstrations ex- 
pressive of the liberality which have characterized 
the, whole course of the Democratic party; but my 
- time and the limits of a speech wih mot permit me 
to make farther dispiays of them at this time. 

Who are foreigners, and why should the name 
be a reproach anda word of taunt, as it is here 
and elsewhere? Who are foreigners, and why 
should they be deprived of the benefits of our free 


prive them? Were our ancestors, who first settled 
the country, felled the forest, and subdued the sa- 
vage, in defiance of every terror and of every 
danger, not foreigners? Who were the patriots of 
the Revolution? Who periled their lives, spilled 
_ their blood, and pledged their fortunes in a na- 
: tion’s redemption? Were they not foreigners, or 
<4 the descendants of foreigners? Who were ihey 
> who stood forth so nobly, so gallantly, and 
so successfully in our second struggle for 
independence? Were they not foreigners, and 
the descendants of foreigners, And who are 
they who make up the entire population of the 
- United States and the Territories thereof? who 
maintain the country in peace, and who, it 
is to be hoped, will again stand forth in her de- 
fence, without distinction or regard to their land of 
nativity—are they not foreigners, or the descend- 
ants of foreigners? 

Sir, I have stated that the restrictions interwoven 
in some of our political institutions by our ances- 
tors, were the result of patriotic caution. But from 
the success of the Federal party in 1796, to this 
time very different motives have governed that par- 
ty in relation to foreigners. It was well known 
then, asit is now, that the German and Irish con- 
stitute a majority of all the foreign population in 
this country. It was well known then, as it is 
now, that a large majority of those classes of our 
© foreign population are Democrats in principle, as 
= they are in practice. The Federal hostility, which 

has always been manifested towards foreigners, 

has reference to the Irish and Germans, not to fo- 
reigners in genera’; nor does that hostility proceed 
from any apprehension of danger to the Jiberties 
of our country, or the overthrow of our Govern- 
ment by those classes of our population, but from 
the fact that Federalism cannot be what it would 
or might be but for the German. and Irish 
political influence. If the German and Frish 
population could be cut cff from their political and 
constitutional privileges, we would hear no more 
of “Native American Associations,” nor would we 
hear any thing more of Federal legislation on the 
subject of naturalization, except to remove all re- 
strictions upon foreigners. All would then be right; 

Federalism could then be just what its advocates 

desire; that is to say,alwaysin power. 

Sir, I bave the candor to acknowledge that a 
leading object with me, in advocating an amend- 
ment of the naturalization laws, is to secure our 
Irish and German population (as well that in esse as 
thatin futuro) the broadest possible privileges which 
our Constitution will admit; yet I would not vote 
for the passage of any law that would not extend 
equal privileges to all foreigners, without distinc- 
tion of birth, country, or the party to which they 
might belong. The charter of our liberties was 
sealed by the blood of almost every nation. The 
blood of the foreigner mingled with that of the na- 
tive American in every battle which was fought ia 
our glorious Revolution. Had our patriotic sires of 
the Revolution no object beyond their own emanci- 
pation and the freecom of their posterity? They 
jooked to the oppressed of the countries from which 
they fled. Was it not something more than mere 
colonial emancipation that. forced the gallaht La- 
fayette from his family, his friends, and the 
“blushing wine hills of his native France,” “to 
crusade for freedom?’ He was. actuated by 
a love of liberty which had no restraint-— 
a love of liberty which was neither limited 
to. the colonial citizens nor their posterity. 
. His love of liberty grasped the world. It extended 
to all then living, and to all who were to live. He 

+ perilled the ocean, shed his blood, and sacrificed 
his fortune, in America’s cause, not merely that the 


institutions, of which the Constitution does not de-- 


foreigner who fled the iron rod of despotism and 
the excommunications of bigotry and superstition, 
should find peace of conscience and civil protec- 
tion, but that, in addition, he should walk erect as 
a freeman, aod participate in ail the political rights 
ofa citizen, which he shed his blood to purchase. 
Who but an ungrateful despot at heart, or a base 
minion of atistocracy, would deny to the country- 
men of Lafayette the rights of an American citizen? 

Sir, the blood of every foreign patriot which was 
shed in the Revolution, as well as in our second 
struggle for independence, cries aloud from the 
ground that drank it, and demands, as amatter of 
right, that his countrymen shall be admitted to the 
rights of an American citizen. The common prin- 
ciples of reciprocal justice, patriotism, and grati- 
tude, demand that that callshould be implicitly 
obeyed. But, sir, while it is a principal object 
with the Federalists to abolish or prohibit the poli- 
tical franchise of our Frish and German pepulaticn, 
because they are opposed to Federal principles and 
Federal institutions, I would maintain and extend 
their franchise because they favor Democratic 
principles and Democratic institutions. I look 
upon the suppert which our free institutions re- 
ceive from our Irish and German pepulation as a 
high guarantee for their duration. I look upon every 
Irishman and every German who comes to this 
country in kealth, or with abilities or means to 
maintain themselves, whether by labor or other ho- 
nest means, as an acquisition to our national 
strength and wealth. 

I believe I have used the name of DeKalb. 
That is a sacred name with. every grateful Ameri- 
can. I cannot consent to pass it without notice. 
It is ungrateful to select from the band of patriots 
who shed their blood on liberty’s altar the name of 
any one as the subject of eulegy. But, as it is 
the rights of Germans I am maintaining, I must 
be permitted to speak of that distinguished patriot. 


The name of DeKalb stands prominent on the sa- ` 


cred history that records the noble and daring deeds 
of the brave; his memory entwines the heart of 
every lover of kis country; his name is the host- 
and pride of all who delight to recount the services 
of those who achieved our Independence; his ser- 
vices live immortal, to welcome to the land of his 
redemption every German who seeks a refuge from 
his home of oppression, DaKalb was a son of Ger- 
many. He was born to battle with despotism. He 
was one of Heaven’s decreed, to rescue the oppress- 
ed from the grasp of the tyrant. His noble daring 
corresponded with the noble purpose of his destiny. 
He forsook as if by divine intuition the land of his 
birth, and the home of his relatives, the endear- 
ments and associations founded in youthful 
friendships, to battle in the gloom and clouds of 
war for a people who had no claims on him. He 
came in the Revolution, when want and calamity 
were the darkest, and when the devastations of 
war were spreading the widest, and when the 
“torch of the enemy was in the midst of destrac- 
tion.” His sacred regard for the cause of human 
rights allowed him no time for reflection. Heat 
once sought the most dangerous post and the hottest 
fight. Soon after hisarrival he was appointed to 
the command of the regulars in the Southern divi- 
sion of the army, and gloriously fell in the battle 
of Camden, a martyr to the cause of Jiberty. 
Who, I ask, that is now basking in the sunshine 
of liberty, purchased by the blood of De Kalb, will 
refuse the rights of an American citizen to the 
German? 

I have no time to specify the signal services of 
the American Irish, either in the Revolution or 
our second struggle. I will say, however, that 
the American historian has but poorly discharged 
his duty, who has failed to give the Irish a high 
place in the historical temple of fame, in his de- 
scription of our glorious and successful struggles. 
But I have used the name of Mongomery. 
That too is a sacred name, and should not 
be uttered but in affectien and patriotic reve- 
rence. I gare not pass that name without 
recounting briefly the gallant deeds cf him who 
honored it, and the glorious part he took in a na- 
tion’s emancipation. Montgomery was an Irish- 
man. He distinguished himself as an officer anda 
soldier under Wolfe, at the taking of Quebec by 


: reputation. 


the British, by which he acquired a high military 
Previous to the American Revolution 
he settled in the State of New York. : He took a 
decided stand with the Colonies against. the “mos 
ther country.” In 1775 he was appointed to the 
command of the northern department of the Con- 
tinental army, in conjunction with General Schuy-.- 
ler; but the declining health of the latter threw thè- 
whole of the command on him. He captured 
Fort Chamble, St. John, and Montreal; after which . 
he proceeded to besiege Quebec. The siege conti= 
nued a month, when he attempted to storm the 
place; but, in the act of. doing all that courage, 
bravery, and skill could do, he gloriously fell, with 
two of his aids by his side. 

Who would deny to the countrymen of Montgo- 
mery the rights of an American citizen? None, 
sir, but he who is unworthy of such rights himself. 
Where was the time, or where the peril, that the 
Trish were not at the post of danger? So it al- 
ways will be. A love of freedom, and a sacred 
and unconquerable attachment to the princi- 
ples of liberty, constitute the Irishman’s nature. 
No hand, however oppressive, no time however 
long, no laws however tyrannical, while they per- 
mit him to breathe, and wear his manly form, can 
bend him from his attachments to human liberty, 
nor paralyze his efforts to sustain and defend it, nor 
cower his burning and indignant brow from frown-: 
ing upon the despot. That manly hatred, that just 
revenge, that patriotic and uncompromising bosti- 
lity which have a just residence in the breast of 


„every honest Irishman, whether in this country or 


in his native Erin, towards England for the oppres- 
sion and tyranny to his injured and oppressed 
land, is a high and valuable security to Ame- 
rican liberty at all times, and against all invaders, 
but more especially aginst British invasion to 
which we are more exposed, and from which we 
have more to fear, than from all others besides. 
But ke who wishes properly to appreciate. the 
Irish character, must not limit his research, either 
to the noble resistance to British oppression, or to 
the displays of Irish patriotism and courage in our 
national struggles. The Irish nation claim an 
ancestry superior to the Anglo Saxon race. They 
are the decendants of the Carthaginians, who were 
a family of Phoenicia. No people on the face of the 
earth were more distinguished for all the requisi- 
tions that form a brave a persevering people. 
than were the Phoenicians. ‘Their noble daring, 
and fearless bravery, gave them the control of the 
seas, and the command of the commercial world. 
No sea or ocean in the known world, in their day, 
was too broad, too deep, or too tempestuous, for. 
them to encounter. No country was too distant 
for them to reach and penetrate. Phoenicia enriched 
herself by the commerce of all nations, Carthage 
was a colony of Tyre, and partook of her bravery 
and daring, as well as of her skill in the art of 
navigation, and perseverance in commerce; and, 
in turn, enriched herself at the expense of all na- 
tions. Tsay the Irish were a colony from Car- 
thage, and such is their pride of ancestry, and 
such their love of country, their laws, their cus» 
toms, and their institutions, that even the subvert- 
ing arm of Great Britain has been unable to over- 
throw or extinguish them. Even to this day, 
though three thousand years have elapsed, they. 
speak the Carthaginian language almost in its pu- 
rity. He who wishes to know the Irish history, 
and the Irish character, must avoid the English 
historian as he would the book of slander and de- 
traction. It has always been an object of na- 
tional policy, as well as national pride, with the 
Englivh historian, to present the Irish people to the 
world as a wild, reckless, and an ungoverna- 
ble people. Enplish historians pass off their 
patriotism, and their struggles for liberty, as the re- 
sult of a wild and unconquerable hatred to the 
rules and restraints of civil government, with a 
view to cover the iniquities and violence of British 
oppression. It is a vile slander of the Irish nation 
and the Irish character,-as the fact of the duration 
of their national customs and language proves. 
Nothing goes so far to prove the stability and re- 
gularity of a nation as an attachment to the sup- 
port of customs, maxims, institutions, laws, and 
janguage which have been found convenient: and 
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nation onthe face.of the. earth thatean boast of | 


ertain and remote antiquity, none, can trace 
ances of such early civilization, nor do any pos- 
such irrefragable proofsof their origin, lineage, 
uration: of language and government. 
`- Before the introduction of Christianity, no peo- 
ple of. the globe better or more orderly maintained 
their civil institutions, under Paganism, than did 
ý «TL believe the first minister of the cross 
isiled Ireland was St. Patrick, who was sent 
l tine, Bishop of Rome, with twenty assist- 
ants, eminent for. their piety, virtue, and learning. 
‘Those divines applied themselves, with faithful as- 
siduity, to the work of their mission, and their snc- 
cess.exceeded all human calculation at that time. 
In ho Jand did the Gospel spread with such rapid 
progress—in uo land was itso slighily opposed at 
its first introduction. The people, says a distin- 
guished historian, received the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity: with a sort of spiritual violence, and no peo- 
ple, from that day to this, adhere to the principles 
of Christianity, as taught them, with more firmness 
and resolute perseverance, than do the Irish, But 
` with all their attachment to the Christian religion, 
no people ever more resolutely and successfully 
resisted the.altempt of religious. innovation apon 
their civil rights. But here a field of Irish history 
opens which I have no time to traverse. I can 
only say that Ireland was betrayed to Henry II 
of England by the infamy of Dermot, though’ she 
has never been conquered to this day. 

Ireland has never kissed the English rod. She 
withstood the arms, the bribes, and the oppres- 
: sions of England, trom the nominal subjection to 
Henry JI, till the union of the two Kingdoms—a 
period of ‘near four hundred years. Prior to that, 
every attempt at reduction or subjection was met 
On the field of blood. The farthest innovation of 
the British, arms or color of subjection, did’ not 
extend beyond the pale—which was limited to the 
counties of Dublin, Kildare, and Meath, with 
Uhe cities of Waterford, Cork, and Limerick; 
over the other parts of the Kingdom whieh vere 
without the pale, neither Henry If, nor any of his 
Suceessors, until the reign of James I, cither had, 
or. pretended to claim, more than a naked sove- 

_ reignty, marked alone. by a formal homage, a 
trifling tribute, and an empty tile. And what now 
is the union, or what is it worth? To be sure, it is 
a political union that serves to oppress Ireland, 
but itis no union of friendship, feeling, or nation- 
al ties. The true and patriotic Irishman bears, 
in every feeling he ` possesses, the same hostility 
to the English nation, her Goveroment, and her 
Jaws, which burned in the bosoms of his ancestors, 
when their country was treacherously surrendered 
by the infamous Dermod. Every true Irishman 
„transmits to his posterity the seeds of that hosti- 
lity, which will, some day, overwhelm the op- 
. pressor, and redeem Ireland. The arm of British 
Oppression, under which Ireland now groans, will 
“be paralyzed by the abuse of the corrupt means by 
which it gained its power. §The Irish mind is like 
Spring steel—it may be borne down by the weight 
of oppression, but no time nor no tyranny can de- 
stroy its nature. The Irish-spirit may, for a time, 
be smothered, but it will, eventually, burst into 
flames. It is impossible for a land like that of 
Ireland, destined by its Creator to be the abode of 
freedom and happiness, always to remain the land 
of oppression. and misery. Fear not, Irishmen! the 
sleeping lion will qne day awake; Ireland will one 
day be free. 

Sir, there is no people for whom I entertain a 
higher feeling of personal and national respect, than 
tor the Irish; and I feel that that respect is well 
founded—I have high and undoubted authority for 
it, The history of the Irish nation, and the quali- 
ties of the Irishman, unite in fixing that opinion 
with me. Their attachments to the principles of 
Democracy, ‘which no influence ean shake, or 

: seduce, "must fix upon them the confidence 
ry: friend to our free institutions; and so 
ight our ‘ancestors, I hold in my hand the 
journals of the Continental Congress. From them 
I will-read’a short extract of an address to Ireland, 
by a committee of Congress for that purpose. I: 


read-it, and shall make it a part of my printed re- | 
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marks, in order to place the views and. feelings of 
our gallant ancestors towards. the Irish, in contrast 
with the stand now taken against them- and the 


| Germans: by the Federal popinjay shinplaster aris- 


| 


tocracy of this day. Here is the extract: 

“permit me io assure you thatit was.with the utmost. reluc» 
tance we could prevail ourselves to. cease our commercial! con- 
nection with your island. Your parliament had done us-no 
wrong.. You had ever been friendly to the rights of mankind; 
and we acknowledge with pleasure and gratitude that your na- 
tion has produced patriots who have nobly distinguished them- 
selves in the cause of humanity and America. On the other 
hand, we were not ignorant that the labor and manufactures of 
Ireland, like those of the silk worm, were of little moment to 
herself; but served only to give luxury to those who neither 
toil nor spin.. We perceived that, if we continued our com- 
merce with you, our agreement not to import from Britain 
would be fruitless, and were, therefore, compelled to adopt. a 
measure to which nothing but absolute necessity could have re- 
conciled us.. It gave us, however, some consolation to reflect; 
that should it occasion you much distress, the fertile regions 
of America would afford you a safe asylum from poverty, 
and, INtIMB, from oppression also: an asylumin which thou- 
sands of your countrymen have found hospitality, peace, and 
affluence, and become united to us by all the ties of consangui- 
nity, mutual interest and affection.” 

What objects had the venerable patriots of the 
Revolution when they expressed this high opinioa 
of the Irish, and extended this pressing invitation 
to them to fice. from that oppression which was 
crushing them to the dust, and sinking them to the 
grave? Was it their intention that they should be 
made beasts of burthen to do the “labor,” as Gov. 
Seward says, andas Federalism says, or was it 
their intention that they should be freemen and 
American citizens? Was it their intention to se- 
dace the Irish here to spill their blood in the Revo- 
lution, and when liberty should be secured, cast 
them and their countrymen after them off as un- 
worthy of the benefits and blessings which that blood 
should purchase? The thought is monstrous, and 
to name itis infamous slander. 

But, sir, there is a question of policy, independent 
of the motives of patriotism and gratitude, which 
makes it important to extend to our Irish and 
German population at an early period and at a 
cheap rate the rights of citizenship. I repeat 
that the sapport which cur Democratic prin- 
ciples and our free instititutions receive at 
their hand, constitutes a’ high guarantee for 
their duration. It is the dictate of good. policy, 
without any other consideration, to admit them to 
the full benefits of our free instituiions; while a de- 
nial of them would mark us as a people of a selfish 
and jealous disposition, unworthy of a great and 
growing Republic. That national jealousy and 
selfishness which prohibits foreigners from a parti- 
cipation in legal and political benefits is worthy of 
despotism, or of narrow and petty Republics, and 
rarely ever fails to produce their evils. It is ever 
so with restrictions, when carried beyond the bounds 
of good or liberal policy. For the truth of which, 
we may refer to the history of many national dis- 
asters, and from which the wise and the expe- 
rienced may draw many useful lessons. 

The Assyrians repudiated the Babylonians, re- 
fused them the protection of their laws, and even 
admission into their empire; by which they de- 
prived themselves of many useful maxims, as well 
as the improvement in arms of national defence 
and their practical use. The Babylonians rejected 
the improvements, learning, and language of the 
Medes and Persians; and the Medes and Persians 
those of the Macedonians; and the Macedonians 
those of the Romans. And yet the empire cf As- 
syria made way for the Babylonians; the Babylo- 
nians were conquered and subdued by the Medes 
and Persians; the Medes and Persians were over- 
thrown by the Macedovians; and the Macedonians 
by the Romans. There is little doubt but that the 
overthrow of each of those empires may be traced, 
to some extent, to causes which had their founda- 
tion in that jealousy and selfishness which induced 
the one to prohibit the other froma participation in 
its political institutions. 


T: was the same miserab'e, narrow policy which 


was marked, too, by a haughty pride, that induced 
the citizens and policy of Carthage in her degene- 
rate day, to reject not only the Grecian manners, 
customs, language, and arts of war from being 
taught in their- dominions, but. even to prohibit a 
Grecian from settling on their soil: for want of-the 
benefits and advantages of all which, Carthage 


stnk a victim tothe Roman arms; but Rome her- 
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self, in her degenerate days, ‘ell into the same fatal 
error. When Rome was in the zenith of her pròs- 
perity, and the height of -her real grandeur, it was 
her general: policy to admit the nations she cons 
quered to the rights of Roman citizens, or to extend 
her laws, her maxims, and her political institutions 
ever dominions that gave way to her arms: It 
was not until after she had sunk into Eastern effe- 
minacy and Eastern vices, produced by unrestrained 
indulgence. in Eastern luxuries, purchased at the 
sacrifice of her revenue which should have sup- 
ported and maintained her national defences on her 
frontiers, that she substituted the amphitheatre of 
sport and unbridled licentiousness for the forum of 
virtue, political science, and national intelligence, 
Then it was that she treated the subdued and con- 
quered viciims of her arms as barbarous, un- 
worthy of her protection, sacrificed them to the 
sport. of mentai depravity, by casting them into 
the pit to be torn to pieces by wild and ferocious » 
beasts, and trained them as gladiators for 
the destraction of each other to gratify the de- 
generate and corrupted appetite of assembled 
thousands. Then it was that Rome, whose stand: 
ard had borne her eagles over the civilized 
globe; whose arms and whose laws and maxims ~ 
had supplanted the nations of the earth, fella prey - 
to and became the pillage, the plunder and the 
spoiis of a few halt naked untaught bands of bar- 
barians. So we may trace among the causes to 
which Rome owed her overthrow, that of the bar- 
barous and worse than brutal treatment of those 
whom it was her policy and her duty to have 
protected and defended, and made Roman citizens. 

I have stated that in the formation of our Go- 
verrment some of our institutions were framed 
with reference to some of the political institutions 
of the country frem which we were emancipated. 
The legal prohibitions against foreigners in England 
had their mfluence. I believe it was in the reign. 
of Henry the Eighth that the Pope’s bulls and eccle- 
siastical precessions were prohibited the realm of 
England, and the Protestant church made inde- 
pendent of the church of Rome. At the same ` 
time the King was made head of the church in | * 
place of the Pope. But perhaps: this stroke. at 
the Pope did not so much proceed from hostility to 
the Roman Catholic faith, as from a determination 
to abolish his. influence, and the power of the 
Roman church, over the civil. institutions of 
England. At that time the arms of Charles. 
the Fifth, Emperor of Germany, was shaking 
every throne in Europe. Charles himself ` 
was wedded, in principle and policy, . to 
the Roman church, and it was not more his 
object to subject all Europe to the imperial. erown, 
than it was to make the Roman Catholic faith the 
national religion wherever his arms extended. It 
is, therefore, neither unfair nor unreasonable to 
suppose that a leading object with Henry the 
Eighth, in overthrowing the Catholic faith and abo- 
lishing the Pope’s power in the realm of England, 
was to unite to his own power the influence of the 
Lutheran reformation against the combination of 
the arms of Charles and the ecclesiastical infu- 
ence, as well as the arms, of the Pope. Bat the 
stand taken by Henry did not stop with denouncing 
the Pope, and rejecting his ecclesiastical supremacy, 
and the Roman Catholic faith as the national reli- 
gion. It became for a time the policy, not only of 
Henry, but many of his successors, to deny to the 
Roman Catholic citizen not only the right to hold 
office, to acquire and hold property, but even. the 
benefit of the laws, to some extent, for his personal 
security. Not very creditable prohibitions, we A 
would say, at this day. Butit was not merely the ` 
Roman Catholic and the Roman Catholic faith that 
met with a repulse in England; other religious 
denominations, through whom nothing fatal to the 
interests of the State was to bs feared, met with 
treatment but little more favorable. For many 
ages the Jews were compelled to purchase. reli- 
gious privileges at an enormous expense. Under 
the reign of Henry the Second, and the beginning 
of the reign of Edward the Third, the Jews paid to 
those monarchs in less than seven years the almost 
incredible (at that time) sum of more. than. four 
hundred and twenty thousand pounds sterling for. 
no other consideration than. the rights of conscience . 
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in the island of Great Britain. Notwithstanding 
the exaction and the payment of that oppressive 
tribute, the Jews, in the reigh of the same Edward, 
to. the number of upwards of fifteen thousand, were 
banished the realm, and were never permitted to 
return uatil Oliver Cromwell admitted them. 

‘The tragedy attending their banishment was a 
. disgraceful stain upon the reign in which it was 

ordered, a brutal violence, unworthy of any age, 
anda black and damning spot on England’s cha- 
racier, which time can never efface. ` 

“On their banishment, the richest of them, having 

put themselves, with their treasure, in a ship of 
large burden; when the ship was under. sail, and 
get down the Thames towards the mouth of the 
river, and below Juinsborough, the master of the 
ship confederating and conspiring with the mari- 
nérs, invented a stratagem to destroy them. The 
master commanded anchor to ‘be cast, which was 
done, and the ship kept riding atanchor until at the 
ebb of the sea, she laid on the sand. The master 
and his criminal confederates entized the Jews to 
walk with them on the sand for their health and 
recreation, which they did.. When the master had 
understood the tide had risen, he and his associates 
stole away from them, and got back to the ship. 
Tne Jews made no haste, for they were not sensi- 
ble of their danger, nor the plot which was laid 
for their destruction. But when. they perceived 
the peril they were in, they cried aloud for help. 
The master, in taunt and provocation, answered 
that now was the time to try the power and truth of 
their religion; they ought rather to cry to Mozes, by 
whose conduct their fathers passed through the Red 
sea: in a short time they were swallowed up 
and drowned. : s 
It may be said that. the'exiravagant and oppres- 
sive exactions made upon the Jews, their banish- 
ment, and the tragedy which I have related was 
more the result of religions persecution. than the 
exercise of civil power in England. ‘Phat might 
have been the case to some extent, but the Church 
and State were united. The whole proceeded 
from the principle and spirit which wevld pro- 
scribe foreigners from the enjoyment of political 
rights in this country. I beiieve that legal and 
constitutional disqualifications in all the States or 
kingdoms of Europe exist against the admission 
of foreigners to the enjoyment of political, and, to 
some extent, to legal rights. I am not prepared to say 
but but what that may be necessary to a certain ex- 
tent, owing to the contiguity of one kingdom 
to another, and to the facility with which trea- 
sonable plots. may be conducted through the 
medium of speedy ` intercourse, and the ra- 
pidity with which they’ may overspread a 
whole. kingdom. No such reasons exist with us, 
our. remolie distance from all powers, the wide 
spread of our country and Government, to say no- 
thing of the independence of our several State Go- 
vernments, which are checks on each other, and the 
whole a check upon the Federal Government, must 
ever prevent any individual influence from foreign- 
ers dangerous to the stability of our Government. 
The attempt is hardly possible; or, if ever made, 
will be nugatory.. If, in Europe, a citizen moves 
from one State to another, he moves but from one 
land of oppression to another; and the only object 
he could have to engage in a treasonable plot, or 
conspiracy, would be to restore liberty; but when 
he comes to our country, he gains the object which 
in Europe might incite him to treason, 

I repeat, that the restraints thrown around the 
elective franchise to deprive foreigners of the right 
of citizenship, and the ‘efforts now making by the 
Federalists and the “Native. American Associa- 
tions,” are directed against the German and Irish 
emigrants who seek a home wiih us. Such is the 
séeret usiderstanding and the open declaration, 
when declarations are made. And here let meask, 
what would induce a German or an Irbh- 
man to enter into a ¢onspiracy to over- 
throw. a Government of free institutions, to 
which he has fled for safety and protection? 
What woald induce either to enter into d secret 
negotiation with the Government from which he 


has fled because of its tyranny, oppression, and. 
_ despotism? Sir, the thing. is impossible, and not’ 


more impossible than fruitless, if attempted. But 


_. Naturalization Läws— Mr. Duncan. 


when was the time, or where the place, or what 
the emergency, that the Germans and the Irish have 
not shown themselves worthy of the rights of Ame- 
rican citizens? When have they not, in time of 
peace, done all that has been required of them in 
support of the Government? When has been the 
occasion they have not been foremost in danger 
and perii when called on by their couniry? In 
peace they are the most industrious, hardy, honest, 
and virtuous citizens we bave, take them as a body. 
Firm to their adopted country, and faithful to her 
free institutions, as they periled a tempestuous 
ocean, and encountered the afilictions of a separa- 
tion from a native home, and the graves of their 
fathers, for a strange jand, in search of freedom, 
so have they ever manifested a ready willingness to 
spill their blocd, and risk their lives, in defence of 
that freedom which they have found here. Can 
you point to the standard of liberty which the 
Germans and the Irish have not mingled their blood 
to erect? 

Sir, if it is urged as a reason by the Federalists 
and the Native American Asscciations, that the 
stability of our free institutions require that the 
Germans and the Frish should. be disfranchised, I 
could refer them fo some other classes of our fo- 
reign population, from whom there is much more 
danger to be apprehended. I could also refer them 
to some other influences, subjections, and connec- 
tions, still more dangerous to the liberties of this 
people, and the free institutions of this country. I 
mean the moneyed influence of a British aristo- 
cracy, to which we are now unfortunately con- 
nected, and by which we are subjected to the pay- 
ment of an interest on about two hundred millions 
of dollars, called State debts, and about thirty 
or forty millions of British bank capital. This is 
an unhappy and an unfortunate connection, be- 
cause it is an oppressive tax and a drain upon the 
honest labor of this country. That is bad, but it 
is not the worst. The worst is, that it brings a 
foreign moneyed aristozratic influence, through the 
medium of our banking, commercial, and mechani- 
cal institutions to bear, not only to the corruption 
of our elective franchise and the ballot-box, but 
upon every political and civil institution in our 
ecuniry. Not only has the ermine bern sullied, 
and the judgment seat been contaminated, but the 
sacred desk and the pulpit have been polluted with 
that influence. Yes, sir, by that corrupt influence 
some of thsse who claim to be ministers of the 
Gospel, ambassadors of our Saviour, and Hea- 
ven’s bearers of despatches and glad tidings, 
standard bearers of the holy cross, and those 
who minister the holy sacraments, kaye pros- 
trated themselves from that high and lefty station 
to which none bat Apostles, and ministers ordained 
by Heaven’s sanction, should presume to ascend 
—even some of them, I say, by that influence, have 
prostrated themselves at the shrine of British Bank 
corruptions and political iniquity. In place of 
obeying the commands of their Divine Master, in 
teaching the way of salvation toa dying world, they 
have been playing the political missionary! In piace 
of leaving witness of the truth of his holy religion, 
they have been endorsing all ihe base, false, and 
infamous slander and detraction which was propo- 
gated to the overthrow of this Administration—slan- 
der and detraction worthy of the distempered brain 
of the reckless, political, desperado, the heart of 
corruption and the tongue of poison, 

I cheerfully recognise the right ef every indivi- 
dualin the community to exercise the rights of a 
freeman. But while I hold sacred the names of 
Christian minister and epostie, I deem it a duty I 
owe to the holy religion by which I hope for re- 
demption and salvation in the world to come, to de- 
nounce the man who will abuse it as unworthy to 
be its professional advocate, Yes, sir;some of them 
have even been found participating with, and 
mingling in, the miscrable, drunken Federal orgies, 
that would have disgraced a bachannalian feast in 
the most degraded days of Greece. Such men are 
made for the tables of money-changers, not for 
casting out devils. They may grace a gambler’s 
board, but they would pollyte a temple. For the 
honor of the holy religion of our fathers, and the 
sacred namas of minister and apostle, I hope there 
were not many who so disgraced themselves, their 
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name, and the religion which ‘itis their pr 
sion to teach; but there were come. “They w ; 
marked, and made the subject. of moral and reli- 
gious condemnation whilé they live, and wherever 
they go. But more of this some other time. | Yes, 
that is the infnence our Government aŭd éur free 
institutions have to fear. It is the influence of a 
British moneyed aristocracy, united with the worth- 
less, penniless, Federal drones in our own country, 
who. live upon the sweat and toil of those they 
seek to disfranchise. That, I repeat, is the in- 
fluence we have to fear. it is an influence 
which is now undermining our free institutions, 
prostrating our Republican principles, sapping the 
foundations of our Government, subverting our 
liberties and establishing among us a rotten bo- 
rough. British bank policy, overspreading our 
country with irresponsible corporations, and erect- 
iag anfong us arag baron aristocracy. Sir, it is to 
foster such a policy and to perpetuate such iniu- 
ences, that the honest and faithfal German and Irish- 
man must be disfranchised and forever cut off from 
the rights of American citizens. Bat, sir, independent 
of the obligations that the foreign blood which 
was poured out in the Revolution brings us under to 
admit foreigners to the rights of citizenship, there 
is an intrinsic value and worth in our German and 
Irish population, which entitle them to our confi- 
dence and to full political privileges... Where are 
our public works, which we call the proud monu- 
ments of our country’s enterprise, which have’ not: 
been almost exclusively erected or. constructed by’ 
Irish and German toil? It is-by their patience, 
their sweat, and their industry, that our Union is 
linked and bound by the indissoluble ties of turn- 
pikes, railroads, canals, and other State and na- 
tional improvemenis. But to the disgrace of our 
conntry, and the dishonor of our national charac- 
ter and reputation how often have the patient la- 
bor and the honest toil of the German and 
ihe Jrishman met a reward in the filthy 
and worthless rags of our swihdling bank- 
ing institutions, which ‘could serve them no 
purpose beyond the day’s maintenance. And 
let me here acknowledge, that one object 1 
have in amending the naturalization laws, is to pro- 
cure the whole and the united influence. of our 
German and Irish Democracy to assist in over- 
throwing that miserable, fraudulent, and corrupt 
paper system which rewards honest toil with the 
ragged promises of bankrupt banks and rotten and 
irresponsible corporations, which hang upon the pros- 
pects of this country, and the indusiry of every honest 
man, like a milistone. I desire to putit in the 
power of every German and every Trishman' to do 
his part to overthrow a system of policy and of ih- 
stitutions which now enables swarms and herds- of 
lazy, lounging, hungry Federal wolves to.sap the 
life blood of honest and industrious * society—to 
overthrow a system which enables the few to array 
themselves more gaudily than Solomon, in all his 
glory, though they toil not, neither do they spin; 
while the many are compelled to toil in sweat and 
labor in dust, from the time they enter the stage of 
human action until their exit, for a scanty mainte- 
nance. Lseek to establish and confirm the politi- 
cal rights of our German and Irish population now 
and in all time to come, that we may have the be. 
nefit of their political aid, to establish a system by 
which they shall meet an honest and valuable re« 
ward, in a sound currency, for their honest and va- 
luabie toil. eee 
I need not state a fact that is universally known, 
and that is, that a large majority of our English 
population are opposed, and always have been, to 
the Democratic party. (Phere are many worthy 
exceptions.. There are many who are an honor to 
the Democratic party. I speak with reference to 
those exceptions.) They “have, in all our political 
struggles, bren found in the ranks of the Federal 
party, for reasons which they best understand, and 
which are, no doubt, satisfactory to them. ‘Their 
countrymen took a share in the Revolution. They 
also took a share in the formation of cur political 
system. It is the benefit of our simple Republican 
institutions which our English population’ have 
sought, because, under them, liberty can be enjoy- 
ed to more certainty, and to a greater extent, than 
in thé country which they have left. . Why they so 


VGs ZND SESS. 


[universally unite: themselves with a party whose” 


cardinal object_is to. overthrow our equal institu- 
tions; and “prostrate the rights of all foreigners, 
they can best answer. I have been unable to ace 
count for it. Thope someday they will learn who 
their friends are. Ihope some day they will learn 
ihe importance of supporting the party who sup- 
port-them, and the purity of the institutions which 


they have sought, and to which they look for equal 


“protection. . I hope they. will find out that itis their 
interest which the Democracy seek to secure, by 
sustaining a policy calculated to secure the greatest 
good-to the greatest number; and whatever that po- 
~ hey. máy be worth, they will have an equal share 
OF it. H; however, they cannot unite with the 
Democracy, perhaps they may find safety with the. 
` “Native American Associations,” whose principles 
and political motives, and the materials of which 
they are composed, I would respectfully recom- 
mend them to examine. 

But what. is still more extraordinary in politics 
our Scotch population are generally opposed to the 
Demoeraéy. I regret this not only from political 
but from: personal and national considerations. me! 
am from a full blooded Scotch stock; and if I have 
my pedigree correct, I am of the pure Highland 

. blood.” There is no one of the race of man that I 
more delight to meet than an intelligent Scotchman. 
I delight to hear his rapturous strains of eulogy in 
honor of his country, nor wisdom, her learning, 
and her morality, for whi:h sheis so renowned. T 
delight to hear him bestow the praise due to the 

Scotch clans, and the bravei v of their chiefs. I 
delight to hear him praise the :allantry and noble 
daring by which Scotland’s Wallace and Scotland’s 
Bruce, so long and” so successfully repelled 
Britain’s invasions and  Bnitain’s oppressions, 
by acts of noble daring, of which none 
“can; boast: but Scotland. Wallace with a small 
band, (but of braver men than ever did, before, or 
since march against an enemy,) routed forty thou- 
sand of Britain’s troops, and slew their leader on one 
oceasion. I delight to see indignation bloom upon 
ihe brow, and blush from every feature of the 
Scotchman, while he relates the treacherous 
surrender of Wallace to Edward, and the 
worse than brutal manner in which he was 

- executed, and his quartered body exposed and hung 
up in the four principal towns of England to gratify 
a brutal malignity towards Scotland, worthy alone 
of barbarity in its most degraded form, But why 
is.it, Mr.Scotcaman, that no sooner do you land here 
than you throw yourself in the arms of a party who 
seek not only to deprive you of the rights of free- 
men, but ara exerling themselves to establish a sys- 
tem of policy and of institations as fatal to liberty 
and as destructive of equal rights, as that from 
which you have fled. Why isitthat you, ora large 
majority of your countrymen, like our Eaglish 

: population, are found in all our political struggles 
arrayed against the Democracy. If it would not 
be considered temerity in me, I would, in the name, 
and as the representative of my Scotch fatheis, ad. 
monish you as you appreciate the freedom you 
have sought, to rally to. the support of the party 
who ever have, and who are how, exerting them- 
selves to secure to you the rights. of freemen and 
Anierican citizens. While alluding to the polities 
of foreigners in this country, permit me to advert 
to the late gallant though unsuccessful efforts of the 
Canadian patriots to shake off the British yoke in 
those Provinces, and I only do it to illustrate the 
fact that the Democracy in this country were united 
in a faverable feeling towards the patriots, and 
in an ardent desire that. they might succeed in 
‘establishing their independence, while the 
Federal party were as united in feeling 
against them, and were unsparing in their abuse of 
them. Ihave Federal journals in. my possession 
to show the fact. The patriots in Canada are 
called. Whigs. The Scotch in Canada belong to 
“the patriots. The Federal party in this country 
call themselyes Whigs. The Scotch in this coun- 
try belong (or a large majority of them) to the Fe- 
déral party. . Tne term Whig in Canada has a dit 
ferent meaning from the same term in this country; 


and if names are. the representatives of things, the 


term Whig will be found in Canada to represent 
ene thing, and in this country to represent another. 
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The term Whig in Canada means one who is de- 
sirous of abolishing British bondage.. ‘In this coun- 


try the term Whig means one who is- in favor of | 
` perpetuating British bondage. It is strange that 
` the same word should have a meaning so different 


with those who speak. the same language. And it 
is strange, too, that Scotch patriotism should mean 


one thing in Canada, and another thing; the very | 


reverse, jn this country. For my part, I prefer the 
Canadian definitions of Whig and Scotch patriot- 


ism. Igo for the Whigs and Scotch patriots of Ca- 


nada. Jam much attached to the term Whig; but 
I think the term as applied to the Federalists of 
this country is a misnomer. From what intelli- 
gence I can gather from the history of parties in 
this country, I think the Federal principles smack 
more of Toryism, as understood in the days of the 
Revolution, and as now understood in Canada, 
than they do of the ancient, the revered, and pa- 
triotic term Whig. I hope the patriots will renew 
their efforts whenever a prospect of success-is pre- 
sented. They will succeed with half a chance. 
Go on, then, I say: Justice and patriotism is on 
your side; and though the odds may seem to be 
fearful against you, the strength you must gain in 
a good and a just cause, having for its object the 
omnipotence of human liberty, the highest object of 
human aspiration, will eventually redeem you. 
The laws of nations, the stipulations of treaties, and 
perhaps national policy, may prevent the American 
Democracy from taking an open part with you; 
but you have their feelings and their ardent wishes. 
I have but little regard myself for the restraints 
which may prevent American interference in behalf 
of the patriots. If I possessed the power of 
Midas, to turn every thing I touched to gold, 
I would soon furnish the patriots with the means of 
emancipation; or if I had the power of ancient 
Jove, with Vulcan at my command to forge thun- 
der bolts, I would demolish every British institu. 
tion, every British authority, and every British 
Tory in Canada, in one hour. But, sir, 1 did not 
rise to talk about Canadian wars, or English and 
Scoteh politics—I rose to advocate an amendment 
of the naturalization laws, with a view to secure, 
at a cheap rate, and with a shorter residence, the 
rights of American citizens, and the full benefits of 
our free institutions to all foreigners, without regard 
to country, or distinction of party. 

This is neither the time, the place, nor the occa- 
sion, to discuss party principles, nor is it the time 
or place to solicit party influence. It it were, I 
would like to indulge in an appeal to our foreiga 
population, to rally, now, henceforth, and forever, 
to the standard of Democracy and equal rights. I 
would advise them to turn upon their enemies, who 
are endeavoring to crush them to the dust. A spirit 
of resentment, and the means of defence, are prin- 
ciples of nature, and attributes of Creation’s fami- 
ly—from man, who was made in the image of bis 
maker, to the insect that crawls in the dust. It is a 
principle of nature, too, by which each order and 
class of created animation resists, to the extent of 
its means, injuries that threaten its peace and safe- 
ty. Shall man, then, be less spirited than the 
worm, that turns upon the foot that treads in? 

It is now the united effort of the Federal party 
and of the Native American associations (twin 
brothers and worthy of each other) to sink the 
fereigner into contempt and political infamy. But 
they do not stop at political proscription; they 
seek to deprive them of other rights. It was but 
the other day, in the Senate, when the pre-emption 
bill was under consideration, that a motion was 
made by a Federalist to deprive the foreigner of 
the benefit which the pre-emption policy has ever 
secured to those who settle on our wild lands. 
That motion was sustained by the Federal mem- 
bers of the Senate, but was successfully resisted 
by the Democratic members. I would call upon 
the foreigner in the name of that spirit of resent- 
men!, and by the use of those means which the 
free institutions of our country have made his, to 
turn upon those who are endeavoring to make 
him a beast of burden, not enly by stripping bim of 
all the political privileges which characterize the 
freeman, but also by the establishment of institu- 
tidhs which, if successfully persisted in, must’ one 
day subvert American liberty, and sink the hardy 


' Poland was in revolution. 


and indastrious freemen of this country into‘sub- 
missive vassalage to a bank aristocracy. I would 
appeal to them (the foreigners) as they value that- 
liberty they have sought, and as they fear and abhor 
that oppression, tyranny and despotism from which 
they have fled; to rally to the standard of Democracy; 
in the name of the foreign blood which mingled in 
the Revolutionary struggle, I would appeal to them 


to be found at all times in our political battles: un- ` 


der the flag of Democracy; for there is ‘no other by 


. which they can secure to’ themselves—to their pos- 


terity and their ‘countrymen who are to come 
after them—the liberties which that Revolution 
purchased. ; 

But, sir, if party attachments and political con- 
fidence were to have their sway with me in an ap- 
peal to foreigners, and that appeal were proper, I 
would say to the German, as he reveres the memo- 
ty of DeKalb, and ashe appreciates his gallant 
services in the cause of human liberty, and as he 
holds sacred his blood, which was drank by the 
soil he has adopted for his home—as he values the 
freedom which was the consideration of that blood 
and those services—to stand. by the Democracy as 
the only security, the only hope, the only sheet an- 


chor of safety by which that freedom is to be per- 


petuated. . 

I would say to the Irishman, as he too holds sacred 
the blood of his countrymen, which was. shed’ in 
the Revolution—as he holds sacred the memory 
of Emmett, who was sacrificed on his country’s 
altar for Irish liberty—as he abhors and detests the 
oppression which crushes his country under the 


foot of British despotism—and'as he values the - 


liberty which he has sought, that he too shonid 
bein our political battles, under the banner and 
in the ranks of Democracy. The blood of Mont- 
gomery, spilt upon the heights of Quebec, demand 
for the Irishman American liberty.. The. spirit of 
Emmett, which walks abroad in midday, though 
unseen, secretly admonishes the Irishman to main- 
tain with his life our Democratic institutions in 
their pristine purity. The voice and admonitions 
of O’Connell, that glide with. every breeze across 
the Atlantic, warn the Irishman that he should 
stand by the party and the principles that stand by 
him; that he should be found whenever and wher- 
ever his vote and his influence may be required to 
overthrow a party. who are exerting themselves to 


overthrow him and to sink his countrymen into pò- . 


litical degradation. : 

I have used the names of Pulaski and Kosciusko. 
They are sacred names, and are identified with hu- 
man liberty and human bravery. Pulaski was a 
native of Poland, anda soldier who had distin- 
guished himself by brave but unsuccessful efforts 


to restore liberty and independence to his native ` 
country. He came te this country during the Re- - 


volution, bearing with him a high and meritorious 
character. Fie was appointed Brigadier General 
in the American army. He was mortally wounded 
in the attack on Savannah, of which he soon after 
died. 
memory of that brave officer; but I believe it never 
was dene. 

Kosciusko was a Pole by birth, and was educated 
at the military school at Warsaw. He came to 
the United States with a recommendation to Gen: 
Washington from Benjamin Franklin, with whom 
he had formed an acquaintance in France, He 


was appointed an aid by Gen. Washington, He © 


was afterwards appointed an Engineer, with the 
rank of Colonel. He fortified the camp of Gen. 
Gates in his campaign against Burgoyne. He per- 
formed many high aud valuable services, for 
which he received the thanks of Congress. At 


the close of the Revolution he returned to his na- . 


tive country, bearing with him a wation’s gratitude. 
He was appointed a 
Major General. He fought many battles with 
great skill and bravery, but Poland then failed, 
owing to the mismanagement of her Diet. On the 
breaking out of a new revolution in 1794, he was 
appointed Generalisimo, with the power of Diéta- 
tor. He conducted with courage, ability and 
adroitness, but was finally overpowered by the 
Russian trcops, made prisoner, and carried to St. 
Petersburg, where he was confined until the death 
of Catharine, ` When Paul came to the throne he 


Congress voted to erect a monument to the. 
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was released, and loded with honors. He was 
offered an office in the Russian service; that he de- 
“lined. The Emperor offered him his own sword; 
but Kosciusko said “No, I no longer need a sword, 
since I have no country,” Such an answer was 
-worthy of a Pole, worthy of a patriot, worthy of 
Kosciusko. But Koseiusko was not the only Pole 
who could give such an answer. Colonel Klim- 
kieusiez, in a subsequent revolution was made 
pioneer, dnd confined in the dangeon at Kamienice 


Podolski. He was visited by by the policemaster, 
who had orders to offer him a bribe of free. 
dom and imperial honors, if he would re- 
veal the names of those who belonged to 
the secret societies calied the “ Patriotic So- 
cieties.” ‘Fhe gallant Pole met the base pro- 


position with a retort becoming a patriot, ard 
one who is worthy of the blood of Kosciusko. 

“Retire, miscreant! Thou who grovellest at the feet of thy 
Ministers? How darcst thou present thyself before an honest pa 
triot? Thou base-hborn wretch! forget net that in my veins 
flows the blood of the illustrious Thadeus Kosckusko; and know 
that an approving conscience is deareyto me than ail else in 
this world, Retire, Isay; I love my country—I love and appre- 
ciate the rights of man; and remember, I am notof thy damna- 
ble profession, that I should betray cither. Leave me, then, to 
groan in this dungeon, and mourn over the recollection of the 
wailings and lamentations of those unhappy mothers, under the 
reign of your modern Nero, Retire forever, thou vile slave of 
atyrant! I was examined and condemned by my judges.. Thou 
hadst no right to- present thyself, with such base proposals, op- 
posed as they are, not only to virtue, but also to the laws of the 
Russian empire. Sir, lam a free citizea of Volhiyuia, and know 
the laws of thine own country better than thou dost, a vile ser- 
vant of it asthou art. Retire, Tsay!’ N 

Sir, I have read this noble and patriotic retort. I 
will make it a part of my printed remarks, with a 
hope that it may be taugh! with the first lessons of 
youth; because, as the child is taught to lisp the 
name of his Heavenly Father in hallowed reverence, 
so should he be taught to lisp such sentiments in 

atciotic devotion, honor, and love to his country. 
hat gallant Pole is now a resident of this country. 
Who is not proud to have him with u? Who 
does not greet him a welcome guest? His presence 
isa national honor, worthy of national boast. He 
is here, ready to mareh with the American stan- 
_ dard when peril may invite him or invasion call 
him. Such is his noble nature, and such is his 
promise, At one cf our festivals he was ca'led to 
his feet by a sentiment. He responded, and said, 
among other things, in thrilling eloquence: “My 
heart is for Poland, but my arms are for Ame- 
rica.” What American will deny to the Pole the 
rights and franchise of an American citizen? Is 
there one, that man should be stripped of the 
name of an American, and consigned to Russian 
despotism. Such a man is only fit himself for a 
slave. 

Sir, the well known history of Baron Steuben, 
and the services he rendered in the Revolutionary 
struggle, supercedes the necessity of my naming 
him. It is sufficient to say he was a Prussian by 
birth. He was a pilgrim in the cause of liberty. 
He was a distinguished officer of the Revolation. 
He fought in the battle of Monmouth, and was eom- 
mander inthe trenches in Yorktown on the day 
that concluded the contest with Great Britain. The 
countrymen of Steuben have a claim to the rights 
of American freemen. Bat why do I select and 
call particular nadons. ‘Fae glorious principles of 
Democracy makes no {distinction with the home- 
less exile. It recoguiges the righis of all who have 
the human form, who seek protection among us. 


It repudiates, in the broadest manner that intole- 
rant spirit which now marks the Federal par- 
ty and the “Native American Associations.” 
Democracy meets at our shores the exiled 
pilgrim; greets, hail, and eo him to 
her hospitalily, and a full parti in 
her free institutions. Mr. Speaker, let me 
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approve and sustain—none bat what th 
biood spilt in the Revolution, and consetraied io 
human liberiy, demands. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL, 
SPEECH OF MR. TRIPLET, 


OF KENTUCKY, 

In the House of Representatives, February 2, 1841—- 
On the bill providing for aa issue of Preasary 
notes. 

Bir. TRIPLET rose and said: Mr. Chairman, 
the best return I can make for any attention which 
the committee may give to me during the remarks 
I have to submit upon this momentous subject will 
be to consume as smal! a portion of its time as the 
duty which I owe to my constiteents and to myseif 
will permit. This I promise todo. I shall, there- 
fore, decline following the gentieman from New 
York [Mr. Vaxperpcezt] in his dissertations upoa 
log cabins and Whig principles.~ I am rather in- 
clined to thin that the gentleman knows as little 
about Whig principles es he does of log cabins. If 
he would visit the latter a little oftener, possibly he 
might learn what Whig principles are, and learn to 
love them. H, however, Gen. Harrison, when he 
arrives here, should think proper to adopt the ad- 
vice of that gentleman, and, instead of taking pos- 
session of the White House at the other end of the 
avenue, should take up his abode in the log cabin 
at the foot of the hill, (pointing to the Weat,) I 


would advise the gentleman to visit him there; and |, 


he might then possibly learn, through the rough, 
rude metre of a Jog cabin scng, something of those 
maxims which, I hope and believe, wiil guide 
General Harrison in his administration of ihe af- 
fairs of this Governmext. One of these metres, I 
recollect, reads in this way: 

“No Prices, or Swartwouts, or such deceivers, 

Shall be appointed Cash Receivers; 

And no man what is given to grabbin, 

Shall ever cater this Log Cabin.” 

If Kinderhook, senioy, who now inhabits the 
White Honse, had practised some of these log ca~ 
bin principles, it is possible that he night have 


foreign | 


been re-elected to the Presidency; and then it | 


might have been possible that my iriend from New 
York would have consented to be a candidate for 
election. I understand that ke deelines to he so. 
He will, tserefore, have two years’ leisure before 
bim. I advise him in the isterim to visit some of 
the log cabins of the West; where, perchance, he 
might meet with a stern reply to some of his insi- 
nuations about British bank-bought Whigs, and 


the influence of British gold in the “recent elec- | 


That is also reduced to metre—trcugh, it is 
itis as follows: 


an never he borg 


tion.” 
rue, but as strong as it is rough. 
“A Kentuckian’s vot 
Try it who may, or c: 
Ali the British gold t 
Can’t buy one honest r 
If one hundred and sixty-thousand voters were 
purchased by British gold to vote for General Fiar- 
risen, or, to ute the gentleman’s own classical ex~ 
eee bef oe ENE 
pression, for “Tip and Ty,” [take it for granted 
that those voters could not have been Whigs. Tae 
Whigs intended to vote for-those names without 
British gold; and if British gold bas been employed 
k DAI 5 Š : Bey 
in buying up Democratic votes, t om 
New York must blame his D 
being so easily purchased. 


m 


by, it appeared, from so 
, that he cter 


that his colleag 
poetry; and that the gentlemen from 
Evans] wrote another. Now, there i 
rence between the poetry and pro 
gentlemen, and the “‘poeiry in prose” of the gentle- 
man from New York; they pat their poetry ina 
book by iself itdces not appear in their speeches. 
But the gentleman from New York puts his poetry 
and prose so promiscuously together, that it is be~ 
yond the power of the pooralembie of my wits to 
separate them. Yes, and the log cabin men of the 
West could not understand his poetry any more 
than-they coald his Latin. THis insinuations, how- 


eas 


iy 
n 


ever, some of them might understand and repel 
a way not much to his liking.: Bat, let me now 
come to his jacis; figures, and arguments, for it is 


with them that my business lias. 70 O E ien 
The first fact with which: the gentleman sets out 
is a most extraordinary one; it is, that a ery of a» 


national debi has been raised by the Whig party, 


inorder to justify an extra session of Congress. 


Now, E have never seen so much misrepresentation ~ 
crammed into so short a sentence. There arein it... 
two remarkable misstatements. First, he begs the“ 
question that the Whig party wish an extra sessions 
and upon tha! gratuitous assumplion he groundsthe 
position that there is no national debt. Itisasort of 
negativepregnant. I deny for myself; I deny in behalf 
of the Whig members of this House; I deny in behalf 
of a large portion of the Whig members of the 
other branch of Congress with whom I have con- 
versed; I say, I deny that there is one solitary mem- 
ber in or out of this House who desires that there 
should be an extra session, unless it be demanded 
by imperious necessity. We may be driven to 
that alternative to prevent other and grea‘er evils. 
An extra session is an evil to be deprecated; we all 
acknowledge that. But there are other and still 
greater evils to be be apprehended, and it may. be 
neceszary to adopt the lesser evil that we may avoid 
the greater. One of these greater evils [now come 
to speak of. itis this: that it is absolutely neces- 
sary for this Government to preserve our national 
honor and protect our national faith by paying our 
national debts. I ask gentlemen of the cpposite 
party to lend me their aid for the accomplishment 
of this great object; I require it of them; I know 
some of them are sincere in their desire to do so. 
I know that the very respectable chairman of the 
Committee of Waysand Means [Mr. Jones] is sin- 
cere; and that he does not wish Gen. Harrison to 
be driven to the necessity of calling. an extra 
session; for it is upon the President the responsi- 
bility is thrown by the Constitution, of convening 
both Houses of Congress, when, in his opinion, the 
public exigencies require it; and I ask the chairman. 
of the Comraiitee of Ways and Means, and his 
friends, to attend to me for a few moments, whilst 
I point out the means by which that necessity can 
be avoided. ë 

I have prepared a short, table, to which I beg 
leave to call the especial attention of the committee, 
by which I think I shall be able to demonstrate that 
unless the chairman of the Comwmittee of Ways 
and Means and the party with which he is acting 
interpose promplly, an extra session will be inevita- 
ble. 

What is the state of your Treasury? That is the 
first matter which will naturally attract the atten- 
tion of the new President. The Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his annual report, transmitted on the. 
tenth day of December last, stated that there would 
be found in the Treasury on the first dey of Janu- 
ary, 1841, a surplus of $1,580,855. That was.the 
esiimaie; that was the prophecy.’ Now let us as-, 

ertain to what extent this estimate or this prophe-~ 
cy has been verified by the event. Why are we, 
now in committee? Is it now for the very purpose 
of raising the ways and means to pay off part 
of the debts contracted previous to that time, 
and which the Treasury has no means of paying, 
notwithstanding the balance estimated to be in the 
Treasury on that day? Wrhathas become of that 
balance? The truth is, it never was there. Bat 
let me go back. I have prepared a table, 
showing the present state of the Treasury, tak- 
isg every word of the report of the Secretary 

3 Treasury to be true, fcr the purpose 
wing that, taking the extraordinary re- 
and extraordinary expenditures of the years 

, the extraordinary means which will 

S 1 to meet appropriations already 
de by Congress will be upwards of $9,000,000 
then the extraordinary expenditures of 


- $17,197,763 00 
hee 
, $2,246,749 00 


ree ; 
. 8,790,000 00 


$11,036,749 00 


di 


ry receipis of 1240 - 
Balance in ‘Preasur 
ist January 
Extraordinary 
ceipts 


* 
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H. of Reps. 


Totalreceipts of 1840 
Ordinary expendi- 

tures for 1840 . 22,489,349 51 
Extraordinary ex- 

pendituresfor 1840 4,154,306 62 
: Total expenditures 

ot 1840 . : : 
From extraordinary . 

receipts in 1840 of, 11,036,749 00 
Deduct: extraordina- 

ry expenditures in 

1840 t - 4,154,306 62 
Leaving a balance” 

in favor of the 

Arany in 1840, 

0 


. 28,234,512 00 


26,643,656 12 


x 6,883,442 38 
Ordinary receipts of 


1841 estimated at x 23,580,000 00 
Extraordinary re- 

ceipis . + 662,618 00 
Kstimated balance in 


the Treasury Ist 


January, 1841 . 1,580,855 00 


$2,243,473 00 


Total receipts of 
1841 estimated at : 
Ordinary expendi- 
tures for 184] esti- 
mated at . + 19,250,000 00 
Extraordinary ex- 
penditures for 1841 
estimated, but cre- 2 
ated by acts of 
1840 ; 4,692,200 00 
Deduet extraordina- 
ry receiptsin 1841, 2 243,473 00 


24,823,473 00 


Leaving a balance against the Trea- 
sury in 1841 of r 

Add the ba'ance in favor of the 
Treasury iu 1849 : 


2,253,373 Ob 
6,882,442 38 


Making a difference of . . $9,135,815 38 
in favor of 1840; hatis to say, taking the extraor- 
dinary expenditures thrown upon 1841, and the ex- 
traordinary means furnished to pay them by Con- 
gress, and the expend-tures thrown upon 1840, 
and the means furnished to pay them by Congress, 
and there is a difference be:ween the extraordi- 
nary receipts and expenditures of 1840 and 1841 of 
the sum of $9,135,815 38; and if the ordinary re- 
eeipis and ordinary expenditures of the two years 
are the same, there must eventually be a di ficiea- 
ey in the revenue to that amount. 

[While Mr. Trirtert was commenting on the 
item of $1,580,855, estimated as the balance whieh 
the Secretary of the Treasury supposed would be 
ia the Treasury— 

Mr. Jonxs rose and said, Mr. Chairman, with 
the leave of the gentleman from Kentucky, I will 
explain. 

Mr. Jonus's remarks were indistinctly heard by 
the Reporier; but he was understood to say that 
$1,580,855 was only an estimate by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and the data on which that esii- 
mate was founded were given in another patt of 
the document, &c.] 

Mr. Trirverr. I will come to that part ef the 
document by and by, and I will show, if I under- 
stand the matier, that those $1,580,855 cons'sed in 
Treasury notes, subsequently issued. I have, how- 
ever, construed this table upon that report, but I 
have also constructed another, which shows that 
things are even worse. 

One of the reductions of five per cent. on the 
amount of duties levied on imports takes place in 
1841. Yet the Secretary of the Treasury estimates 
the amonat io be received from customs in that 
year at $19,000,000, while the actual receipts of 
the first three quarters of 1840 were only $10,687,- 
884 79, to which, if you add one-fourth more for 
the fourth quarter, you have the sum of $13,362, 
365 98. Would it not have been fair for the pre- 
sent Secretary of the Treasury, when making an 
estimate for his successor, to have supposed ihat the 
increased prosperity of the country, and other fa- 
vorable causes, would not have been greater than 
sufficient to counterbalance the reduction of five 


per cent. in the revenue provided for by te com“ 
promise aci? { have taken that as the basis on 
which I have constructed this second table, thus: 
The ordinary revenue of 1840, from a!l . 
sources, was . ` $17,179,763 
The ordinary expenditures of every 
kind were . lt 2 . 22,489,349 
Showing that the revenues or receipts 
did not meet the expenses by r 
Add the difference, as shown by the 
first table, of the extraordinary ex- 
penditures above the extraordinary 
receipts thrown upon 1841 . > 


2 291,586 


2,253,373 


And you have the sam of x » $4,544,959 


Which you must provide for, (unless you intend 
to go on adding to your national debt,) in addition 
to the $10,549,955 of outstanding appropriations, 
which you are now creating a debt of 45,000,000 
Treasury notes to pay in part. 
This brings me to reply briefiy to the argument 
f the genileman from New York, (Mr. Vanper- 
POEL,] who, I think, has totally misappreéhended 
the Secretary of the Treasury in his estimates. If 
I understood the gentleman correcily, he said that 
only the sum of $3,749,904 of the $10,549,955 of 
the outstanding appropriations would be required 
to be expended in 1841. This was his assertion; 
and, at the time he made it, I turned my head back 
and told him he was mistaken. He then repeated 
the assertion, but it is most assuredly wrong, for 
both the sums of $6,661,123 and $3,749,904 will 
be required for the servic? of the year 1841, To 
show this, Į call the attention of the committee to 
the constraction of the sentence in the report. The 
true meaning of the Secretary can only bs ascer- 
tained by distinctly tracing out to what the word 
“them,” which occurs three times in the sen- 
tence, has reference. The sentence reads as fol- 
lows: 

“The Departments calowate that $6,661,123 of the old appro- 
priations will be required to complete the Purposes originally 
contemplated by them. 

“They propose to aprly about $3,749,904 of them tb the ser- 
vice of the ensuing year, without re-appropriation; and the re- 
sidue, amonnting to $138,876, it is expected, will go to the sur- 


plus fund. ‘They estimate the whole of them, at the close of the 
year, to be $10,529,955." 


What do these thres thems refer to? Certainly 
to appropriations aiready made by Congress; and, 
to pay them, mecney must be placed in the Trea- 
sury by Congress, or they must go unpaid. The 
construction Í have given to the sentence is most 
certainly correct, as any gentleman may see who 
will turn to the table at the back of the Secretary ?s 


report. The left hand column commences thus: 

“Amounts required to complete the service of the present 
and former years, though dey nay not be called for until! after 
the close of the year 1810.” 


“Not being called for,” (continued Mr. T.) that 
is to say, the drafts not teing presented until after 
1840, the mueney must be im the Treasury after 
1840 to meet these drafis, or els the Treasury js 
bankrupt. Genilemen, I suppose, will acknowledge 
that. And what isthe amount? Instead of being 
$3,749,000, it is $6 661,123 52 in addition, mak- 


ing $10,411.027, appropriated in 1840 and in pre- 


vious years, but which has to te paid in 1841. 
Now, let us turn bacit for a moment and <ee of 
what the item of $3,749,000 is composed. It is 
composed of amonsts which will “not be required 
for the service of the present year, and which may 
therefore be applied in aid of the service of 1841” 
In aid! Appropriations applied in aid of the 
Treasury in 1841! It is noi necessary that the 
money should be re-appropriated, bot it is necessary 
that the money =houid be in the Treasury to pay 
these appropriations. ‘Therefore, this sum of 
$3,749,000 is as necessary to be in the Treasury 
asthe sum of $6,000,000 and odd. Is not this 
palpable? Will it not be called for in 18412 Cer- 
tainly. And what are your means to pay i? J, 
for one, taking this document furnished by the Se- 
evetary cf the Treasury as true, do not see how the 
means are to he in the Treasury to pay the drafts 
drawn upon it under Jaws already passed by Con- 
gress. Suppose that, immediately after General 
Harrison enters upon the administration of the 
Government, not possessing this cabalistic power 
“to postpone, by subsidiary contracts,” payments 
for work done or services rendered, as we are in- 


formed has been heretofore dene at Old Point Com- 
fori—not desiring to exercise tae power which we 
are told has been exercised at Boston under the 
present Administration, where you are building a 
custom-house without paying your hands, but post- . 
poning those payments also to the first day of 
January or first day of April, 1841; suppose, I say, 
that a draft for these six millions and odd dollars, 
and for the three millions and edd, should be pre- - 
sented at the Treasury, what means have you pro- 
vided to pay them? Will the five millions which 
you prepose to raise by this bill meet them? If nor, 
Task the gentleman from Virginia {Mr. Jones] 
and his party whether they do noi thus compel Gen. 
ral Harrison to call an extra session, in order to 
prevent the faith of the nation from being pros- 
trated both at home and abroad? It is as neces- 
sary to pay our debts at home as it is to pay them 
abroad. And this deficiency in the Treasury is 
permanent. It is in vain to tell me, when we have 
now Treasury notes outstanding to the amount of 
upwards of four millions and a half; when you 
come here and ask for five millions more by this 
bill, and when your revenue is annually, regularly, 
and from natural causes diminishing—I say it is in 
vain to tell me that this deficiency in the Treasury 
is not permanent. 

How, then, will you remedy it? There isa mode 
pointed out by the Secretary of the Treasury, (as 
to which I have a few remarks to make,) and a 
most extraordinary mode itis, At page 10 of his 
annual report he says: 

“It has already been shown that the whole amount of receipts 
in 1841 will probably be sufficient to discharge all ordinary ex- 
penditares, and those parts of the outstanding debt, funded or 
unfunded, whieh may become due. But the preservation of a 


suitable balance in the Treasury may require more than what 
will probably be left after satisfying other purposes.” . 

And then ke points out a mode by which this 
end can be accomplished, as follows: i 

“The raising of any sum for that object in 1841 could, how- 
ever, be obviated by authorizing a contract to be made, under 
proper restrictions, extending the period of payment for a por 
tion of the temporary liabilities falling due in that year.” 


This (continued Mr. T.) is practising on the Old 
Point Comfort doctrines again—doctrines which 
will thus become notorious in the fiscal annals of 
this nation. 

Now, I call upon any candid man to answer this 
question: Are not all these extensions of payment, 
in fact, a creation of a national debi? Is it not 
manifest that, when money is due for work done 
and material furnished, and you postpone the pay- 
ment to another year, to that extent you have con- 
tracted a debt? The remedy of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, then,-is a national debt. Tobe sure, 
he baptizes his child by a different name; but that 
is an art which may be learned and has been prac- 
tised in this House, as well as by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. Names are most significant things 
now-a-days. The creation of a national debt is 
called a postponement to a more. convenient season 
ot the payment of the pubtic dues. 

I now ask attention to the following passage, 
which immediately follows that I have just read: 

“Yet, in the opinion of the undersigned, the best mode of pro- 
viding for this case would be, without either an extension of 
this kind, or a loan, or a further issue of Treasury notes, or a 
change in the tariff, but merely by lessening the appropriations 
for the service of 1841 below the estimates, or by passing such 
declaratory clauses as to the present tariff, and such acts as to 


the public lands, as have heretofore been urged on the conside- 
ration of Congress,” ë 


Who made these estimates, continued Mr. T.2 
Did. not the Sseretary of the Treasury himself 
make them ont according to law? And what did 
the law require him to do? To make out such es- 
umates as were necessary for the public good, and 
no more. Is not this an acknowledgment that his 
own estimates are not absolutely unecessary fer the 
publie good? 

[Mr. Jones here explained, that the estimates 
for the other Departinents were not made out by 
the Secretary of the Treamry, and that he was not 
answerable for them, they being made out by the 
Secretaries of the Navy, War, &e ] 

Mr. Trpterr. If the gentleman from Virginia 
is correzi, how does he account for this most unex- 
plainable sentence, at page 2 of the Secretary of the 
Treasury’s report? In speaking of the estimates 
for the fourth quarter ef the year 1840, he says: 

“Estimat-s by this Department (though higher by the others) 
for all expenses during the fourth quarter, $5,000,000.” 

Here we have the positive admission of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury that the estimates of the 
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other deparimenis have been diminished by him 
down to his own standard. This, I think, is a 
complete answer tothe gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Jonzs.] The heads of the other Departments 
said in their estimates what they believed the pub- 
lic service reqnired. TheSecretary of the Treasu- 
ry razees them down to what he says are indispen- 
sably necessary for the public service. And yet, 
in another part of his report, he points out as one 
of the means which his successors may use to pay 
off the debt he has created, that they may diminish 
their appropriations below his estimates. I may, 
by possibility, be mistaken; I know that the gentle- 
man from Virginia understands these things better 
than I do. Tam but a young member of Con- 
gress, and it is only lately that I have turned my 
attention to this department of our business. But 
I felt it to be my duty to lock into these matters, 
and I shall do it. IT cannot admit that the Sccreta- 
ry of the Treasury is not bound to supervise these 
estimates, or that he is at liberty to send them here 
unless he thinks them reasonable and proper. 

But to his remedies—and that is a subject in 
which I feel a deep interest. What is his remedy 
for the payment of a national debt of Sour millious 
and a half of outstanding Treasury notes, in addi- 
tion to the five millions we are now aboutto create, 
and the amount created by the postponement of 
payments on contracts until some more convenient 
season? which has already been done in the district 
of my friend who sits before me, [Mr. Ma tory, ] 
and who, probably, can tell you more of the matter 
than I can. 

The remedy is to reduce the estimates. I have 
shown that this is a matter of impossibility as re- 
gards the coming Administration, becanse they 
will not have had time to enter upon such an in- 
vestigation as will enable them to act understand- 
ingly, as the present Secretary of the Treasury 
might. Why did not he point out the particulars 
in which the “appropriations could be lessened?” 
I will point out some particulars in whieh his esti- 
mates ought to have been increased. His sedenta- 
ry militia in Florida bas to be clothed, and fed, and 
paid, and fou d wiih ammunition; yet, for all this, 
he estimates were sent in: yet this, I suppose, is 
one of the objects in whieh reduction may be made. 
Added, then, to those out-tanding Treasury notes 
of four and ahalf millions, and to the five millions 
proposed to be raised by this bill, (and for whieh, I 
suppese, most of us will vote,) you have the sum 
of eigtt hundred thousand dollars for the sedentary 
militia; and you musi add to that the sum of near- 
ly two hundred thousand dollars, as the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Matvory] tells us, for due bills 
issued and payable on the Ist day cf January, or 
ist day of April, atOld Point Com ‘ort, which nave 
not yet been paid, and fur which no estimates have 
been sent in. Are not these due bilis debits which 
you have succeeded in throwing upon the coming 
Administration, and which that Administration will 
be compelled to pay? They mnst either do sa, or 
they mustdishoner your drafts, and say that yor 
have not acted according to law. You must take 
either one horn of the dilemma or the other. The 
Secretary of War has already asked an appropriatioa 
of two and a half millions, of which this $800,000 
isa part, Í suppose. Add this, and then you have 
a debt made up of something like eighteen or twrn- 
ty millions of dellars.which the next Administration 
will have topay. To be sure,some of this debt 
may not fall on the year 1841; it may fall on the 
year 1842. Buthere is the difference; when the 
heavy item of unappropriated balances fell last year 
upon 1840, there was a balance in the Treasnry of 
nearly three millions of dollars to commences with; 
whereas this balance falls upon the year 1841, 
which finds us with an empty and exhausted Trea- 
sury. 

What, then, is the remedy? We must fall back 
on the second plan prepared by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. There is a permanent national debt. 
I now seize upon this as an argument in support 
of the point to which I am sow coming, and 
which is, to show that we must in some measnre 
regulate the tariff. This brings me to say a few 
words in reply to the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Wise] 

I am in favor—and I think a majority of the 
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Whig party of this House, of the Whig party 
throughout the Union, and, in fact, a majority of 
four fifths of ail the people are ia favor—of laying 
upon wines, silks, brandies, laces, and other arti- 
cles of luxury, ai least as high a duty as will raise 
the revenue sufficient to meet the economical wants 
of the Government. 

I may be told that this is tariff doctrine. Well, 
to some extent, I am a tariff man. But justice re- 
quires tbat, in raising revenge, the duties be so laid 
as tu be the least feit by the people themselves. I 
am not going into an argument (for it is unneces- 
sary) to show that a tariff upon wines, silky, laces, 


‘and the like articles--thizgs which are not used by 


one family in a hundred to the extent of a single 
dollar—can be better borne, and wiil be more wil- 
lingly paid, and less felt by the great mass of the 
people, than a tariff laid, as it is now, upon what 
are, to some extent, necessaries of life. 

I am willing and anxious to continue our present 
tariff of 20 per cen‘. on protected articles; but I go 
one step furiker. Luckily fora particular interest, 
which is represented on this floor,so far as Ken- 
tucky is concerned, by myself and some three or 
four of my colleagues, and by some twenty mem- 
bers from other Siates, the present situation of the 
Treasury and of the tariff iaws seems to present a 
favorable opportunity te remedy the evils under 
which that interest labors, without comirg in con- 
flict with the views of other gentlemen representing 
the other great interests of thecountry. The parti- 
cular interest, to which I have alluded, is the to- 
bacco interest of the United States; the essential in- 
terest of five States of this Union, with a popula- 
tion of at least a million anda half. And here I 
come.to reply toa few of the arguments of the 
genileman representing the Accomaci district, in 
Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] and whom [am glad to see 
in his seat. 

I eall his attention now tc this question of the to- 
bacco interest, which I in part represent. I say it 
is Oppressed to an ex'eni of which no man in this 
House has the most distant idea. When F demon- 
strate to yoa, as I shall, what that extent is, will 
you fold your arms in slence? Will you say to 
us, ground as we are to the dust, “you must still 
bear your burdens?” ‘Yell, I can bear them; my 
constituents can bear them; bat they will gnash 
their teeth whilst they do so. 

What is the situation of the tobacco interesi? 
Let me say to the genileman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Wise,] that I do not think he bas studied this sub- 
ject as he rout to study those great national ques- 
lions whic is compelled to ss here. He 
dees not represent a tobacco region. He, therse 
fore, has not been compelled, as I have been, to 
siudy ite subjectin all ts bearings; he has taken it 
up incidentsily,asa part of his national duties. 
But it has been the object ef my especial inquiry. 
Let me tel] him all the fsets, and if bis American 
blcod Coes not stir within bim—ii bis chivalric chp- 
racter iS notea 
the statesman is not aroused, I can only say that 
I have mistaken the man himself. 

Fhe tobaceo of the United States, when landed 
in Englans, ts ia 3 
beiag upwards of sdred per cent. on the 
original cost. Will the gentleman point cut to me 
what other produc: of the United States is taxed to 
the same extent in any naticn in Europe? I have 
been asked by the gentleman from Pennyslivania, 
why does this tobacco interest stand prominently 
distinguished from the grain growing or the cotton 
interest? Let me reply, that cotton, worth twelve 
cenis per p-und here, is taxed only four cents in 
England; while tobacco, worth eight cents per 
pound here, is taxed seventy-five cents: in other 
words, the one is taxed 334 per cent. the other 800 
percent. And my grain-growing and cotion-grow- 
ing friends can look with great equanimity cn the 
misfortunes of their neighbors. ‘Phe shoe does not 
pmch them; and, therefore, they ask why we come 
here with our compiaints—why wea held a conven- 
tion—and why we wish to make this particular in- 
terest prominent? The reason is this: if, under the 
safety-valve tariff of Great Britain, whieh taxes 
wheat flour at forty per cent. the grain-growing dis- 
tricts grumble, how much more cause have we to 


a 
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complain when ovr staple is taxed to the amount | 


‘ed inte action—if the ire even of | 


of 800 per eent.2 Is not the simple statement of 
this fact sufficient to rouse us into action? f 

Let us take a look at the other side of this pic- 
ture. One of the advantages which we expected 
to derive first from our Confederation, and afier- 
wards from the union of the States, was protection 
to the commercial interests of every State. Ken- 
tucky gave up to the General Government, as did 
Virginia and all the other States, the power of pro- 
tecting her agricultural interests abroad. We are, 
therefore, compelled to appeal te Congress for that 
protection which we cannot afford to ourselves. 
Let us zee how far this protection is extended to us. 
What is the amount of our tariff on English im- 
ports? Great Britain, as I have shown, receives 
from us our tobacco at a taxof 75 cents per pound, ` 
or 860 per cent. We receive from her fifty-six 
millions of imports per year, and we tax them at 
122 per cent.; that is to say; she taxes our tobacco 
sixty times as high as we tax the products of her 
labor here. Is this fair? Will any high-minded 
man, whose blocd is drawn from the veins of Re- 
volutionary ancestors, submit tamely to this op- 
pressicn, or say that we ought to do so? I honestly 
believe ihat the evil needs only to be understood in 
this House to be remedied. 

But France has served this tobacco interest even 
worse than England. And here I ask the especial 
attention of the committee to another fact. France 
monopolizes the whole of our tobacco trade in the 
hands of the King, or of those to whom he sells the 
privilege: this document (House Doc. No. 229, Ist 
Sess. 26ih Cong.) tells us that it is in the bands of 


Mr. Rogers and six or seven others. How much 
do they import? In 1839, they imported into 


France about seven thousand hogsheads. Make 
the calculation for yourselves. At fifty millions of 
frances, (something less thaa ten millions of dollars,) 
it is a tariff of $1,498 on every hogshead of to- 
basco; that is lo say, these gentlemen pay to the 
King that sum as a tax on each hogshead. 

Tne gentleman from Virginia says, if we tax 
Rrench wines and silks, in retaliation for their high 
təx on our tobacco, we thereby diminish the con- 
sumption of these articles, and lessen the means of 
France to purchase our cotton, rice, and tobacco. 
It would be a sufficient reply to this argument for 
me to say that France, by her high taxes and re- 
sirictions on our tobacco, diminishes the consump- 
ticn of that article in France, and lessens our 
means to purchase her wines and silks; that she 
commenced this warfare, and continued it for fifty 
years on her part, against our repeated remon- 
strances, before we lifled a hand in our own de- 
fence. Bat a fall answer to this and all similar 
objections is furnished by the fact stated by the gen- 
Ueman himself, that a tax on French wines, bran- 
dics, and silky, will diminish their. consumption 
here, notwithstanding his argument, in an earlier - 
part of bis speech, to prove that the high tax levied 
by France on our tobacco did not diminish its con- 
sumption there, and was no injury to the American 
tobacco planter. 

When the producers of French wines, brandies, 
and silks, find the demand for these preduacts of 
dheir indusizy diminishing, they will naturally in- 
quire info the cause, and will learn that, while 
heretofore their wines were admitted into America 
ata duty of five cents a gallon, or ten per cent. on 
their first cost, and their silks duty free, which 
caused a large amount of these artieles to be con- 
sumed here, their king taxed American tobacco 
one dollar a pound, or one thousand per cent. 
which caused a very small quantity of that article, 
comparatively speaking, to be consumed in France; 
that the Americans, to countervail this duty, and 
cause it to be taken off, had taxed the wines, silks, 
and brandies of France, which caused a smaller 
qnaniity of them to be used there now. What is 
the next question the French producer of wines and 
silks would ask, Mr. Chairman? It is this, sir; it 
is this: What remedy is there for this evil? Is 
there no honorable method of getting these burden- 
some duties taken off of. these products of our in- 
dustry? And they will be told itis a part of Ame- 
rican policy—a part of the law which put on these 
duties—that whenever the King of France dimi- 
nished or took off his duties on American tobacco, 
the duties are to be diminished in the same propor- 
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tion, or taken off of French wines, brandies, and 
silks. And you will quickly hear of conventions 
similar to ours, and petitions and memorials from 
thé Wine and silk-growers of France, calling upon 
their Chamber of Depu-ies to abolish the Regie, or 
monopoly of the tobacco trade, and redace the du- 
ty on that article to a reasonable standard. And 
here leteme remark, Mr. Chairman, tha: nowhere, 
not even in this Hall, is public sentiment more 
quickly felt and answered to than in the French 
Chamber of Deputies: a million and a half of their 
constituents never asked in vain for a redress of 
any grievance. 

. The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) read 
the other day, from a document furnisfied to him 
by a friend, some statistics, facts, and arguments, 
of a different character from what I am in the habit 
of using, and I called on him then to say from 
whence that document came, but he declined doing 
it. Now, Mr. Chairman, I state, upon the autho- 
rity furnished by our Treasury Depariment, that 
our imports from France are much greater than 
our exports to that conntry, For example: Taking 
an average of three years, from October 1, 1835, 
to September 30, 1838, the annual average cf the 
total amount of importations from France was 
$25,490,276, while the annual average cf the total 
exports of the United States to France was only 
$18,804 398, being only three-fourths of the amount 
of our imports. 

But I have other evidence besides this. I yester- 
day received from the Secetary of the Treasury, in 
reply to a letter addressed to him by me, the follow- 
ing statement of the amount of imports from and 
exports to France during the years ending 1838-9, 
which I will now read for the information of the 
gentleman from Virginia and of the committes. 


Statement of the amount of imports from and exports to 
France during the years ending on the 39th September, 
18389 and 1839, 


Value of exp: rts. 


Years ending |Valueofim-|—~--—----—--- 
ports. Domestic Foreign 
produce. | produce. 


Sep. 30, 1835 [817,771,797 (814,523,414 | $1,260,102 
Bop. 30) 1830 | 32,531,321 | 15,066,108 | 2264841 


| Total. 


tities renames | ammira n 


815,783,516 
1B 20,919 


Norn.—The accounts for 1810 ara not complete. 
Treasury DEPARIMENT, 
Registor’s office, Jan, 29, 1841 
T. L. SMITH, Register. 

I do not know (continued Mr, T.) who furnish- 
ed the facts and statements relied upon by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia; but 1 do know from whence 
the arguments came which he read to this com- 
mittee. And here, for the purpose of making the 
matter more intelligible, I must go back a little. 
Stradge as it may appear to some gentlemen, this 
subject of the protection of the American tobacco 
trade in France early attracted the attention of the 
Ameriean Government, Previous to the forma- 
tion of the present Constitution, Mr. Jeff-ison, 
when Minister to France in the year 1783, brought 
up this question with a power and earnestness 
which proved him to be as true an American as he 
was a greal statesman. He pressed it npon the 
consideration of the French Government until he 
ultimately compelled it, to some extent, to mitigate 
the monopoly. And what were the beneñis r 
ing from his efforts? In a single year, +o advan- 
tageous did this mitigation prove, the importation 
of tobacco into Fravce increased from eight to 
thirty-five thousand hogsheads. And yet weare 
told that no advantage would be gained by doing 
away with this monopoly. The negotiations be- 
tween our Minister and the Minister of France on 
this point ceased with the commercement of the 
French Revolution. Frem the year 1791, from 
whieh that revolution may be said to date, up to 
the, time when the present dynasty of Bourbons 
were ‘reinstated on ihe throne, this question was 
never agitated; but the very first Minister who was 
sent to France after that event was insirucie! to 
urge on the French Government the absclute and 
imperious necessity of doing juctice to the tobacco 
trade. ‘That Minister, (MT. Rives,) in a most 
power‘ul document, dictated to some extent, I have 
no doubt, by our authorities here, urged the matter 
strenuously upon the French Minister, at that time 
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the Dac de Dalmatia. Iwill here read a short ex- 
tract from a communication addressed by the Duc 
de Dalmatia to the American Minister in 1839; 
probably the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) 
may recognise an old dequaintance in it. The 
gentleman who furnished him (Mr. W.) with his 
argumeni extracted it, word for word, from this ve- 
ry communication of the French Minister; and we 
have here the strange anomaly of an argument 
mace by the French Minister against the interest 
of the United States being read as an American ar- 
gument by an American Representative on the 
floor of this House. Iam aware that the genile- 
man {rom Virginia, when he read it, did not know 
the source from which his correspondent had 
drawn it. He (Mr. Wise) thovght it was plausi- 
ble—and it was, to be sure, the strongest argument 
which a French Minister could lay his hands upon. 
I suppose, also, it wasthe strongest which the cor- 
respondent of the gentleman from Virginia could 
lay Ass hands upon, It is, hower, the translation 
of a letter written by the Duc de Dalmatia to Ge- 
neral Cass. I will read it. It it dated Paris, Sep- 
tember 26, 1839, and is as follows: 

“You will also observe, General, (and itis an important con- 
sideration, ) that not only ‘are the tobaccoes of the United States 
admitted Into our ports without being subjected to any duty, 
but that they ave brought there exclusively under the flag of 
the Union, which thus receives all the advantages in the way of 
navigation. As for ourselves, we appear in the markets of the 
Union with the purchasers trom all other countries; we pay 
the same prices which they pay; and our competition contrt 
butes the more toward Keeping up the price in the markets, as 
our wants (which may always be calculated beforehand) in- 
crease every year in a sensible proportion.” 

I have (continued Mr. T.) taken some trouble 
to find this document. I thought, when the gentle- 
man from Virginia was speaking, that I remem- 
bered the argument; I thought that I had to reply 
to il before, Whilst the gentleman was yet speak- 
ing, t found it, word for word, and letter for letter, 
in the Honse document before referred to. And 
here let me remark, that a part of this argument is 
founded upon a fact which I acknowledge to be 
trae, but which is whelly deceitful and deceiving. 
it says that tobaceo from Ameriea is introduced 
into France without paying duty. Most wise dis- 
covery! The diseovery is also made that the 
King of the French does not tax his own tobacco! 
‘Frue; but he sels to a company the privilege of 
importing it free of duly for the sum of ten miliens 
of franes, and he suffers them to make all the profit 
they can. If, therefore, the King were to tax our 
tobacco, he would lay a tariff upon his own pro- 
perty; but he sells ont to seven monopolists the 
right of selling, importing, and manufacturing to- 
bacco throughout his entire kingdom. In whata 
position, then, Mr, Chairman, [Mr. Banks, of Vir- 
ginia, was in the chair pro lem.} does it place your 
constituents and mine, when they land this product 
of our labor in ports abroa’? Formerly they car- 
ried i there themselves; but they found, when they 
arrived there, that only one man was permided to 
purchase it, and they were compclicd to sell it to 
him at whatever price he chose to purchase it, or 
reship it to some other port, at the loss of freight 
and charges, The consequence has been, that, for 
the space of two or three years past, not one hegs- 
head of American tobacco has been shipped by an 
American cilizen to any port in France, unless 
you cail Mz. Rogers an American elizen. Some- 
times, in kis cemmunications i newspapers, ke 
says he is a tobacco planter; probably be may have 
a farm in Virginia, but it must be a very small 
portion of his interest. 

But the gentleman from Virginia seems to have 
taken a particular auiipathy against this whele 
subject-matter of tobacco, because he fears we are 
going for a protective tariff. One werd on that 
point. I wish to see the tobacco interest discon- 
nected from all others; that it may stand prominent 
here; that the House and the country may see the 
position i occupies, and the bardens and restric- 
tions which it endures, taxed as it is more than 
sixty times higher ihan any other product of our 
labor. There may be, and probably are, thou- 
sands of tobacco planters who are protective tariff 
men; but, as tobacco planters, we have no connec- 
tion with that subject, nor do we want a protective 
tariff for the protection of American interests at 
home from foreign competition. 

We want countervailing duties to force Eu- 


ropean Kings to do justice to American citizens. 
And this is the remedy recommended by some of 
the wisest statesmen of this country, from Thomas 
Jefferson down to our present Secretary of the 
Treasury—many of whose opinions I could read 
to the committee if time would permit. Mr. Jeffer- 
son says, emphatically, ‘When a nation imposes 
high duties on our productions, or prohibits them 
altogether, it may be proper for us to do the same 
by theirs.” And in the very document from 
which the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] 
read long extracts, and praised so highly as the 
most sensible communication he had ever seen 
from its author, (Mr. Woodbury,) this doctrine of 
countervailing duties is acknowledged as legiti- 
mate, and recommended. As the gentleman from 
Virginia did not read this part of the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, I will supply his omis- 
sion. 

[A gentleman near inquired of Mr. T. What 
document is that?} 

Mr. T. It isa report from the Seeretary of the 
Treasury, communicating, in compliance with a 
resolution of the Senate, a plan or permanent 
change in the tariff, dated January 19, 1841. On 
the 5th page Mr. Woodbury says: 

“And another discrimination, sometimes uscful, might be to 
select those articles in certain cases for au increased impost, not 
usually exceeding the same limitation which may be proper for 
countervailing injurious imposts placed on our own productions 
by any foreign power.” 

And, some few sentences further, he says: 

“Nor can any other country complain with justice, if we 
counteract their high taxation on any of our products by impos- 
ing some corresponding imposts on theirs, and, however un- 
profitable suck conflicts usually prove to all concerned, yet, 
when snch a measure becomes convenient for our own fiscal 
purposes, or is required by proper self-respect, andis kept 
within due restrictions as to theamount of duty, it is believed 
to be entirely justifiable.” 

Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia [Mr. Wisk] had seen and read this portion 
of this document, he must either have changed 
his opinion as to the correctness of its doc 
trines, or lost some of his horror of countervailing 
duties. 

Mr. Chairman, several gentlemen around me 
ask me to define the difference between a protective 
tariff and countervailing dwies. I will do it sa- 
tisfactorily. A protective tariff is intended for the 
protection cf American industry at home from fo- 
reign competition. Is not that a fair definition? 
Countervatling duties are intended for the protec- 
tion of American produce abroad from foreign ag- 
gression. A protective tariff and countervailing 
duties are not only not the same thing, but they are 
to a great extent diametrically opposite things. 
The one operates at home for the protection of 
American industry here from foreign competition. 
Every American statesman may vote for that or 
not, as his judgment may dictate. The other, coun- 
tervailing duties, is intended for the protection of 
American industry abroad from foregn aggression; 
and I hold that every American statesman, let him 
come from where he may, is bound to come to the 
rescue of this and .of every other American inte- 
rest, when unjustly oppressed by foreign Govern- 
ments. All Greece, from her main land and her 
hundred islands, poured her armies upon Troy to 
revenge the injuries of a single individual. All 
Rome was reused like alion to take revenge for 
the death of one of her citizens; and here is an ag- 
gravated injury inflicted on a million and a half of 
American citizens, and we stand here calmly de- 
bating whether or not we will extend preteciion to 
thom. Tisashame. Jam compelled, Mr. Chair- 
man, to argue this question thus zealously, in order 
to obtain the attention of the House to it, What 
is the spectacle we now present. Losk at your 
own State, because that is deeply interested; your 
State sends about six out of eighteen thousand 
hogsheads of this staple to Great Britain. When 
you land your tobacco there, can you sell it? No. 
The lon of Great Britain takes a lion’s share of 
the labor of your hands and the sweat cf your 
brow; and he says, You shali give me sixteen 
thousand hogsheads out of eighteen thousand be- 
fore I permit you to sell the other two thousand at 
all in my dominions. This may appear a start- 
ling fact to some gentlemen; but it is as true as 
Strange. If we carry four thousand hogsheads 
from Maryland, the lion of Great Britain lays his 
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huge paw upon toem, and says, You shail not sell 
them lili you tave given me fonr-fifths. Will you 
submit to this? I trust not. Tais may be an in- 
auspicious moment at which to moot this question. 
I know that, it being now near the end cf Con- 
gress, and when it is undersicod that the tariff of 
1832 will have to be revised at-the ensuing session, 
it may be said, Wait, bring your grievances then, 
and we will hear yeu. If I could only hear a eon- 
soling voice—if I could only be assured that next 
year, when, from necessity, the tariff must be re- 
vised, you would hear us, I would promise, if I 
could, to meet you here, and claim your attention 
then. I would demand your at ention as a matter 
of justice, not of favor, to ray constituents, and to 
the constituenis of some twenty-eight or twenty- 
nine cther members of this House. 

Mr. Chairman, the clock warns me that I have 
but a few moments remaining. I regret to be thus 
circumscribed, although I voluntarily imposed a 
limit upon myself, in order that | might not inter- 
fere with the wishes of other members. I regret 
that it is not ia my power to fay before the House 
some other facts that are in my possession. 

{Mr. Crary here rose and said that the gentle- 
man from Kentucky (Mr. Traipterr) had stated 
that a duty of 40 per cent. was laid upon wheat in 
England He (Mr. C.) wished to know by what 
rule the gentleman arrived at that conclusion?] 

Mr. Trivcerr. By reference to documents trom 
the Depariments. The tarif of Great Britain on 
wheat and flour rises and falls with the prices of 
those articles in that country. The object, as ap- 
parent from the law, is to keep the price of wheat 
at 72 shillings per quarter; as it rises above that 
price, the tariff is reduced; as it falls below it, the 
tariff is increased. Indeed, the tariff is varied al- 
most every month; therefore, to come to any cor- 
rect conclusion, you must take a series of months— 
say 12 months. For a series of three years, the 
average duty in England upon wheat imported from 
America was about 40 per cent.; sometimes it 
rises to 60 or 70 per cent.; sometimes it falls as low 
as ten; sometimes as low as one shilling per quar- 
ter—but can never getlower. Buttheir tariff upon 
tobacco is a continuing and abiding oppression, 
without modification, without relief, or the prospect 
of relief. call upon this House, I call upon this 
country, to say whether, when the revision of the 
tariff laws shall take place, this evil sball not be 
looked into. We have borne our burdens with a 
patience which would have done honor to Job him- 
self; and, practised as he was in that virtue, Ibe- 
lieve, if he had been a tobacco-planter, he would 
not have submitted as long as we have done. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank the committee for the pa- 
tient hearing they have given me on this occasion. 
Į see that there are magy other gentlemen anxious 
to obtain the floor, and [ will therefore yield it 
now. Etis probable that I may avail myself of 
some future occasion to add something to the re- 
marks I have already submitted on this most inte- 


“resting topic. 


SPEECH OF MR. BRACKENRIDGE. 
OF PENNSYLVANIA. i 
House of Representatives, February 3, 1841—On the 
bill providing for the issue of Treasury: Noies. 


Mr. Chairman: No person can feel less desire - 


than I do to throw difficulty in the way, of the pre- 
sent Administration, in providing the\ymeans for 
carrying on the Government during the present 
year. A very small portion of that time, however, 
belongs to it, and it will not require any great 
amount of money to enable it to retire with decen- 
cy, no matter what may become of the Admini- 
stration which willfollow, But, sir, I have very 
serious objections to the mode of raising money 
proposed by this bill. The manner of doing a thing 
may be more ‘important than the thing itself. I 
regret, therefore, that itis not in my power to vote 
for the bill on your table. 

In the first place, I cannot, consistently with the 


opinions I have heretofore expressed, vote for the 


issue of Treasury notes under the present cireum- 
stances. They are in tratha loan, a debt, and yet 
they do not profess tò be sos They are not only 
loans, but loans in the worst form, even if they 


s laie wat, 
: antage with a 
poweríul enemy, already oppressed wiih the heavy 
debt of the Revolution, and wiih feeb'e resources 
compared io cur present ability, the issue of Trea- 
sury notes was resorted to. But this was from dite 
necessity, because we could nt effect loans of res- 
sonable terms or in time io meet cur pressing 
wants. And can it be possible that, afier more 
than twenty years of peace, without a public deb‘, 
(as the Presidentiells us in his mestage,) and with 
na‘ional resources augmented beyond any example 
in history, we are now reduced to the same severe 
necessity that we experienced during that gicomy 
period? If it be su, the present Administration 
must bear the blame. But, sir, alhhough our finan- 
ces are deranged, our Treasury empty, yet our cre- 
dit is still sound; we can have no difficulty in bor- 
rowing whatmcuey we may need and on better ierms, 
and at less expense, than by the issue of Treasury 
notes. ‘This latier mode may suit the policy cf the 
Administration which has so studiously labored to 
disguise the fact of our being in debt, and being 
obliged to borrow, because this would instantly in- 
duce the people to inquire, and jead them to the 
painful conclusion that their affairs have been most 
abominably mi-managed. 

The President, in his message, gives us a most 
agreeable picture of our finances. He tells us that 
there will be a milion and a half in the Treasury 
on the first of January; that the receipts of the year 
wil] be safficient to meet all the current expenses, 
and leave a balance of a miilion and a half of col- 
lars in the Treasury ai the end of the year. He is 
fortified by the report of tae Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, although on a close inspection of this report 
some misgivings may he discovered. Now, is 
this view of our finance correct? It is admitted on 
all hands not to be. And yet here are documents 
coming from the highest authority, printed at the 
public expense by tens of thousands, multiplied by 
the press every where, reaching every log cabin in 
the most secluded valley of the mountains, and tra- 
velling to the farthest West, and yet these docu- 
ments are only calculated to deceive! For years 
pastthis deception has been practised. The people 
have lost confidence in these State papers, which 
ought to be stamped with the highest authority. 
The opinion now very generally prevails that they 
are only regarded as the means of slurring over 
and concealing the faults of thoce who have been 
entrusted with ihe management of our affairs, and 
not to give plain, intelligible, correci, and satisfac- 
tory information to the people, ia order that they 
may be enabled to determine whether their public 
servants have done well or ill, and whether it may 
not be advisable to make a change. This machia- 
vellian character of our public documents is, per- 
haps, one of the principal causes of that dissatisfac- 
tion which they have so decidedly manifested. Sup- 
pose, sir, that the minister of a Kuropean monarch 
were to lay before his master a false and decep- 
tive budget, would it not be regarded asa high 
offence, as a sort of treason? It would certainly 
be visited by the just displeasure of the offended 
sovereign. Here the people are sovereign, and 
have a right to know the truth, and the exact 
truth. And yet the President in his message, and the 
Secretary in his report, documents intended for the 
widest circulation, tell one story, and immediately 
after, as if for the private ear of this House, and 
out of hearing of the people, the Secretary comes 
and tells a very different story. We are told, in a 
side whisper, ‘that the Treasury is empty, and ihat 
an issue of Treasury notes to the amoani of five 
millions is absolutely necessary to meet the de- 
mands on it during the first quarter of the year. 
After that, money will come in plentifully; and, if 
it does not, to them it will be a matter of indiffe- 
rence, as by that time they will have been relieved 
from the cares and anxieties of Siate affairs. 

This story of five millions of ‘Preasury notes for 
the first quarter has now been regularly repeaied 
for the Jast three sessions. So fearful was the Se- 
cretary of disclosing the real nature of this demand, 
that, in the first instance, it was ingeniously called 
the exchanging the notes of the Government for 
specie! i was thought that this would serve as an 
effectual mask to conceal ifs ugly and unpopular 


features It was. not the creation of a debt; it 
was simply procuring specie, by giving for ita 
piece of paper, wiih a promise to pay written on 
it. Wes that paper any thing more than evidence 
of debt, like the noie cf a private individual? Its 
vaiue would depend upon the ability to pay back 
ihe amount for which it was given, and not upon 
its intrinsic value. But these notes are not only 
equivaient to specie, but superior, because they 
bear interest! They are not only good bona fide 
bread aud butter, but have a little sugar sprinkled 
over them besides. 

Now, sir, I think it proper and necessary that 
the people should know the true situation of their 
Treasury. ‘They should at least know whether 
they are in deot, or free from debt. Thisis ne- 
cessary, in order that their Representatives may be 
required to retrench expenses, if it can be done 
without injury te tac public service, and, if not, 
that suitable means may be adopted to procure a 
certain and sufficient supply. Attempts have been 
made during this debate to defend the Administra- 
tion from the charge of extravaganc’, and. perhaps 
it has been proved that the last year was not quite 
as exiravage:.t as the preceding years. But it has 
been demonsirated by the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. Betu,] who has investigated this subject 
with great ability, and also by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Barnarp,] and the gentleman 
from Maine, [Mr. Evans,] who have gone into de- 
tails and analyzed the Secretary’s report, that the 
necessary and usual exdenditures for national de- 
fences have either been suspended, or remain a 
charge to be met by the new Administration. fn- 
stead of meetiag this and explaining it, several 
gentlemen on the side of the Administration have 
attempted to give an anfair representation of the 
ground thus taken, They cry out that the Whigs 
are now for lavish expenditure, and charge the late 
Administration with parsimony, while before the 
election the charge of extravagance was continu- 
ally rung in the ears of the people. This manceu- 
vre is too obvious to deceive ony one. The Whigs 
are consistent-——they want no lavish expenditure; 
they want no increase of expense in furnishing the 
Presiden’s house. Gen. Harrison will think it 


; good enough for him; and I have no doubt he 


would rejo:ce if the money which was laid out in 
its splendid curtains, and golden spoons and dishes, 
were now in the Treasury. i 
The Whigs go for economy and reform, but 
have no wish tosee a false economy in providing 
for tae safety and welfare of our country, for the 
improvement of our navy, the completion of our 
fortifications, and for national works undertaken at 
the public expense. Tbe gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. VanpeRPorn,} who labored so much in 
the defence of this condemned Administration; re- 
ferred, among other items of extraordinary and un- 
avoidable expenditure, to our Indian relations. I 
might refer him to the electioneering relations, equally 
expensive, and equally as fruitless as the Florida 
war. One thing is undeniable: the expenses of 
the Government within the last six years have all 
at once doubled the expenses of the preceding 
twenty years, without any national debt to pay, 
while at the same time there has been a great ye- 
duction in the expenditures for national purposes. 
These are facts which are not easily explained. 
The burden of this explanation lies on the Admi- 
nistration. A proportional increase in our ex- 
penses was to be expected § but, after making this 
allowance, and for the Florida war and Indian re- 
lations, still the increase is to me “perfectly uaac- 
countable.” They have not explained to us why 
the expenses of the Governmert under Monroe 
and Adams were but twenty-three millions, with an 
annual debt of- ten millions to be paid out of this 
sum, while uader the present and late Administra- 
‘ions they were from thirty to thirty-nine millions, 
after the debt was paid of! The weight of this 
explanation lay upoa the late Administration; it 
conid not bear it, but was crushed under it, never 
to ize again, unless in some new form, or some 


_new combination, which will conceal its identity. 


Even at the last session, the true character of 
these Treasury notes was atiempted to be eon- 
cealed. They were not a loan, it was. said—they 
were only Treasury notes. Instead of being ex- 
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changed for specie, they were taken at the banks, 
which gave their own notes in exchange, even after 
they had stopped specie payments. It was one of 
those humbugs which characterized the,late Admi- 
nistration. But the necessity for disguise has 
ceased, and it is admitted that they are loans, bat 
not quite a debt. The mask is partially removed, 
half concealing and half disclosing the features 
behind it. They are a temporary loan! Mr. Van 
Buren, by way of casting the shadow before the 
coming event, has bestowed upon usa very im- 
pressive parental admonition against tbe creation of 
aà permanent national debt. And who ever thought 
of doing this? Great Britain may be said to bave 
a permanent. national debt; and the saying has 
: been. attributed to Alexander Hamilton, “ihat a 
national debt is a national blessing.” If he did 
use such an expression, it was condemned as soon 
as uttered, and has never been received into the 
creed of any party in this country. It was never 
supposed by us for a moment that any of our 
loans were permanent. The debt of the Revola- 
tion, and that of the late war, awakened the deep- 
est solicitude for their speedy extinguishment. What, 
then, is a temporary loan? A loan for one vear is 
as much a loan as one for five years, and both are 
temporary. i 

On the passage of the bill there will be five mil- 
lions of Treasury notes out, as soon as the notes 
now called for shall be issued. And this has been 
renewed from year to year, and itis calleda tem- 
porary loan, to distinguish it from a loan for a 
ionger time than a year. The debt is renewed like 
a note in bank, which may be renewed for seven 
years, and still be called a note of ninety days. 
Let things, then, be called by their right names; 
call a’spade a spade, and the issue of Treasury 
notes the creation of a debt. If the nation is in 
debt, let the nation know that it is in debt, Let it 
be known that we are obliged to borrow, and if it 
be necessary to authorize the Szeretary of the Trea- 
sury to negotiate a loan, lethim be allowed tohave 
recourse to the issue of Treasury notes in the last 
resort. » There could be no difficulty, I repeat, in 
effecting a loan at a lower rate of interest than six 
per cent. the amount payable on the Treasury 
notes. The credit of the nation is still good as to 
its ability to pay, and its character for integrity 
will, of course, rise under the new Administration. 
From every indication which I see, the publie con- 
fidence in it will not be surpassed by that reposed 
in any Administration since the days of Wash- 
ington. 

It has been shown by those gentlemen who have 
so ably analyzed the Secretary’s report, that the 
sum of five millions, in addition to the current re- 
venue, will not be sufficient for the present year. 
They have shown a large amcunt of deb! which 
must be provided for now, or at no remote period 
hereafter. It musi have struck every one as very 


strange that there should be a difference between - 


the gentlemen to whom I have just alluded, in their 
respective understandings of the report, to so large 
an amount as six millions. Noone will question 
the acuteness of their perception. The Secretary 
must be either remarkable for his talent for mystt- 
fication, or very unfortunate in the manner of ex- 
pressing his ideas. But no one can speak with 
certainty of the amount of outstanding claims 
which will be presented at the Treasury during the 
present year. I approve the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr JENIFER,] 
authorizing the loan of ten millions of dollars, if 
required, for the use of the Government. The 
first quarter of the next year should be provided 
for, not to speak of the prudent precaution hereto- 
fore pursued, but of late years discontinued, of 
always having at least five millions in the Treasu- 
ry to meet unexpected contingencies—that is, of 
always having enough and little more. The Se- 
cretary estimates the probable receipts from the cus- 
toms at sixteen millions of dollars, and the gentle. 
man from New York [Mr. Vanpenport] declares 
that it will exceed that amount; that he is assured, 
by private letters from the city of New York, that 
there will be very large importations. Bat this, 
after all is but conjecture: for many cireumstances 
may occur to check importations. The further re. 
‘duction of the amount of daties on some article 


towards the end of the year, together with specie- 
payments, may lessen the receip!s. The severe 
lessons taught by excessive imporiatons wil have 
an effect both at home and abroad. The banks 
will be cramped by their effort to resume and 
maintain specie payments, and it will not be in 
their power to extend their discounts. The busi- 
ness of the coming year may be a sound and safe 
business, but necessarily limited. Ft is not in a 
year, you may rest assured, sir, that this couniry 
can regain the full tide of its prusper:ty, It is very 
possible that the receipts from customs may fall 
considerably below those of the last year. 

I will ask, Mr. Chairman, whether it is fair for 
the outgoing Administration to leave their succes- 
sors without ample funds to earry on the Govern- 
ment, and to meet all the appropriations of Con- 
gress? The power is still in their hands, and sure- 
ly the intimaiions coming from those who will 
share the confidence of the new Administration 
ought to have some weight. 

The supporters of the Administration have 
charged upon us the desire to call a special session 
of Congress, and the charge is thrown back, on ac- 
count of the apparent unwillingness to provide suf- 
ficient means for the new Administration, Ido 
not suppose it is the wish of any one to call an ex- 
tra session; but it may be the desire of each party 
to shift from itself the responsibility of such a mea- 
sure, should it become indispensabie. I hope it 
will not be necessary; it will be expensive and in- 
convenient, and nothing but the most urgent necese 
sity will justify it. But it is not the province of 
this House to determine upon that necessiiy. Yhe 
Constitution has assigned this duty to the discretion 
of ihe Executive, and we have no r-ght to forestal! 
or dictate to that branch of the Government in its 
appropriate action. Until the President shall eater 
upon the duties of his office, and the heads of De- 
partments shail have examined into their situation, 
it is impossible for him io know what necessity 
there may be for such a measure. Onforeseen 
events may happen to render it wise and prudent. 
The public voice may demand it in order to draw 
the exact line of distinction betweea the fast and 
the present Administrations. At all events, the ne- 
cessity and propriety lies with the Executive, and 
not with this body. 

And why should not General Harrison have ihe 
same privilege as Mr. Van Buren? Soon after 
that gentleman came into office, he was induced, 
reluctantly, to eall an extra session. He was not 
blamed for this, but it was supposed that something 
would be done for the country. The nation was 
disappointed; instead of proposing any measure to re- 
lieve the distresses of the People, tse President made 
the novel and ominous declaration, which has stuck 
to him like the garment of Nessus, that the people 
are in the habit of expecting too much from the 
Government; that it is enough for the Government 
to take care of itself, and the people must take care 
of themselves! This Congress extraordinary did 
nothing but pass a‘Treasury note bill, although the 
follower in the footsteps had received a letter from 
General Jackson, after the explosion of the pet 
bank bubbie, telling him, above all things, to be- 
ware of Treasury notes. Thus the mountain was 
in labor and brought forth a mouse. The peop'e 
expected too much from the Government! When 
the Executive called itself the Government, and 
controlled the action of the Legislature, it was na- 
tural for the people to look up to ıt for more than it 
could perform, The Executive could lead the peo- 
ple into difliculty, but could vot lead them out 
again. lt was a different matier with Congress, 
which was the people represented by their immedi- 
ate agents. The law-making branch of the Go- 
vernment, through which they express their will, 
is, or ought to be, in the hands of the people; and 
to tell them that they expect too much of the Go- 
vernment, is to tel] them that they expect too much 
from themselves. The Executive had assumed pow- 
ers which did not belong to it; it had attempted to 
interfere. where it had no right to interfere, and 
mischief and misfortune had followed, and then it 
suddenly discovered that the powers which it had 
usurped are to be found nowhere. It was most 
unfortunate that this discovery had not been made 
before the commencement of those experiments, 


which have ihrown our couitry inio almost irre- 
trievable disorder. Happily, they have put an end 
to that centralizing, despotic, unit-power grasped 
by General Jackson, but which his suecessor could 
noi retain. 

And if Mr. Van Buren was justified in calling 
an extra session, how much more will be General 
Harrison? The disasters which rendered it neces- 
sary for Mr. Van Buren to resort to this measure, 
were brought about by the conduct of the preceding 
Administration, of which he was particeps, while, if 
Genera! Harrison be compelled to resort to this 
measure, it will be in consequence of the misfor- 
tunes brought on the country by his predecessor, 
whose measures he had condemned. What were 
the causes, proximate and remote, which led to the 
call of an extra session by Mr. Van Buren? ït was 
the stoppage of specie payiments by all the banks in 
the Union, the failure of the pet bank system, the 
danger of losing the public money placed in their 
keeping by General Jackson on his own responsi- 
bility, contrary to the wili of Congress, and in vi- 
olation of the Constitution. If this was afterwards 
involuntarily sanctioned by Congress, it was but an 
aggravation of the offence. The consequences ‘of 
these arbitrary acts had been foretold again and 
again, but the warning was despised. The public 
documents, the message of the President, the re- 
ports of the Secretary of the Treasury, who had 
become his officer, and no longer the officer of Con- 
gress, as in the olden time, continued to deceive the. 
people to the last moment, by false representations 
of the operation of the pet bank system. At the 
very moment of his retiring from office, the Gene- 
ral, ia imitation of Washingion, sent forth his 
farewell address, in which he proclaimed, like a 
sentinel on the watch tower, “alls well,” when, in 
teuth, all was not well. Instead of furnishing a bet- 
ter currency than the Bank of the United States, 
instead of preventing the expansions and contrac- 
tions of the currency, it did nothing but expand. 
The number of banks increased from three hundred 
to six hundred, and their issues were enlarged in 
proportion. ‘There was nothing bnt expansion and 
expansion, uctil the bubble became so thin that 
meu of common sagacity must have seen that it 
would burst. Speculations in the public lands, as 
well as every kind of speculation, and the importa- 
tion of foreign goods, were stimulated to phrenzy. 
Surely this was the work of the party which placed 
Mr. Van Buren in power! By the means of that 
party discipline which had been established, the 
executive and legislative power had become almost 
consolidated in the hands of Mr. Van Buren; and if 
the party is not responsible, or at least its leaders, I 
know not who is responsible. They had the mak- 
ing of the laws, and the execution of them; and if 
Government be potent for good, itis also potent 
for evil. If General Harrison shall be compelled 
to call a special session, the necessity for it must be 
traced to the present Administration, as the imme- 
diate as well as the remote cause of the difficulties 
in which our country bas been unhappily involved. 
I hope the measure may not be deemed necessary, 
and something may be done by placing ample 
means in the hands of the new Administration. 

This debate has taken a wile range, far beyond 
the limits of the topics immediately connected with 
the bill. Gentlemen have taken the occasicn to 
exprezs their opinions upona variety of subjects, 
probably from a belief that no other opportunity 
“may offer, and because they may as well be ex- 
pressed on this occasion as on any other, as they 
are intended for effect elsewhere rather than here. 
To some extent I mean to use the same privilege. 

The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisr,] whom 
I perceive now about to occupy his place, has said 
some things in which I heartily concur, and others 
in which | differ from him. But every difference 
of opinion, with respect to measures and policy, is 
nota d.fference of principle. I take pleasure in 
expressing my acknowledgments for the undaunted 
and courageous stand he has taken against this Ad- 
ministration, and for his untiring efforts to lay open 
its abuses. Those who are faithless to the counuy 
in proportion to their fidelity to party have no difi- 
culty in following a, common leader, because they 
are not actuated by principle, but by the interesis 
of party. On the contrary, those who seek the 
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public good must often differ, although they have the 
same great objecis in view. This agreement on 
all occasions, and referring every thing to a party 
vote, to say the least of it, is suspicious, as much 
so as the exact coincidence of half a dozen wit- 
nesses in a court of justice. 

i differ from the gentleman from Virginia on the 
subject of this bill. as a mode of raising money to 
supply an empty Tieasury. Iditfer from bim on 
the subject of th: compromise aci; on the subject 
of the distribution of the public lands; avd on 
some other subjects which I do not mean to discuss; 
but itis an honest diference of opinion on both 
sides. I did not expect hita to surrender his opi- 
nions, and these of his constituents, nor does he 
expect me to do Su as to mine I regard this dif- 
ference as the first favorable symptom of returning 
health and soundness in our public councils. The 
venal courtiers of a monarchy may hold their 
necks awry, because the King is compelied to ds 
so from disease, but among freemen; among gena- 
ine Democrats, every one stands erect, and disdains 
a slavish surrender of bis opinions; he is willing to 
obey the clearly expressed will of his constituents, 
but no further. At the same time, I am aware 
that parties are unavoidable in a Republic, aud 
within certain bounds are, perhaps, salutary and 
necessary. If it be necessary to make some sacri- | 
fice of opinions and predilections, it should be for 
the sake of ou: country, and not for the success of 
party. Concert in action for the attainment of 
great objecis may render it necessary to suspend 
ihe assertion of minor opinions. What I condemn 
is, that excessive devotion to party which is ready 
to make a sacrifice of country, and every interest, 
for that of party, and nothing bat party. That 
kind of vicious party spirit has become too com- 
mon, both in our General and State Governments. 
It began with the administration of General Jack- 
son, and continued to increase to the very close of 
the present. In marking its progress, we are struck 
with the contrast between the present improvement 
in party discipline and subserviency, and that 
which was seen in the first period of General Jack- 
son’s administration, when party was still in its 
raw militia state. When he pat forth his denan- 
ciation of the Bank of the United States for refus- 
ing to become a party engine, his denunciation, in- 
stead of being received with Eastern servility, “to 
hear is to obey,” was faily contradicted and re- 
puked without disguise, by committees of both 
Houses, composed of his warme-t supporters. 
The Bank was rechartered by the votes of his sup- 
porters; Mr. Clay’s land bill would have passed in 
spite of his veto, and he could not obtain the sanc- 
tion of Congress to the removal of the deposites. 
For the last few years we have seen no such in- 
stances of stern Republican independence—rather 
the Administration has been abandoned by every 
one who possessed this virtue. If any one now 
dare show symptoms of desertion, the suspected is 
whipped into the ranks by those two hideous fiends* 
who stand braadishing their whips of scorpions. 

I therefore cordially agree with the gentleman 
from Virginia, that one of the fruits ef the recent 
victory has been to restore freedom of opinion, and 
to break loose the shackles of party. That tyran- 
ny and discipline of an Administration party, for 
the indiscriminate support of all Administration 
measures, I hope is forever at an end. Iam con- 
fident that the Democratic Whigs will shan the per- 
nicious example which bas been placed before 
them. Icould cite melancholy examples of that 
nature, and where the weifare of the country has 
been sacrificed to the interests of party. In my 
own State, it is not long since a conspicuous mem- 
ber of the Legislature, having voted for a certain 
law, a few days after ithad passed, voted for its 
repeal, merely because the leader of the party had 
given the word to face about. On that occasion, 
the member declared on the floor that he was con- 

- scious at the time that the law which he voted for 
would spread rain and destruction from the centre 
to the circumference, but that he could not vote 
against the Democratic party. 

Me. Lest. The gentleman will permit me to 
explain. ‘he gentleman to whom that language | 
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was impuicd solemnly denied 
used it. 

Mr. Brackenripce. He did so on ihe very spot 
were it was uttered; but was instantly contradicted, 
and nota single voice was raised to support him. 
‘There are gentlemen behind me who reassert .the 
faci t If this be the spirit of modem pseudo De- 
moeracy, which has repudiated the Democracy of 
James Madison, of Albert Gallatin, and Alexan- 
der J. Ballas, a most happy escape has been made 
from it. I wiil give an instance of this biind de- 
votion to patty, which has been wiinessed wi:ihin 
the walis of this Capitol. A few years ago, the dis- 
tribution bill of Mr. Cray passed, by large majori- 
ties, through both Houses of Congress. Party 
discipline had not then atiained its perfection; the 
ceniralization of power in the hand: of the Execu- 
tive, through the instrumentality of party, was not 
yet complete. The bill was retained by the Presi- 
deni; he did noi dare to trusi it to the Senaie and 
House of Representatives, not yet sufficiently bro- 
ken to submission. He knew that it would pass 
by two-thirds, aud, in violation of the Constitution, 
refused to afford them aa opportunity to act upon 
it. The prieciple of that bill has, within a few 
days been voted down in the Senate, and there is 
danger that it will share the same tate, by a party 
vote, ia this House. “Fhe delegation from my own 
State is divided; and abhough we bave received 
instruciions from our State Legisiature to go for 
the principle of distribution, a portion of the dele- 
gation refuse to obey, because their allegiance to 
party is stronger than to their State. They are 
willing to make a sacrifice of one of the most im- 
portant interests of Pennsylvania—one im which 
her citizens of ali parties agree—they are willing 
to make this great sacrifice to the centralized 
party arrangements here, so that it may be 
used fur the purpose of preserving some of the new 
States, almost the only political stock they now pos- 
sess, and almost the only hold they have upon those 
Btates. 

A MEMBER FROM Pennsyivania. The Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania has only requested the members 
from Pennsylvania to vote for the distribution. 

Mr. Brackennipce. ‘Tree; and when I ask this 
little boy for a tumbler of water, I do not say bring 
it, but please to briug it. The people of Pennsylva- 
nia, without regard to pariy, are in favor af distri- 
bution, because ii is not only for the benefit of the 
State, bat no more than strict justice. At whose 
instance, I will ask, do those gentlemen refuge to 
comply with the request of the people of Pennsy!- 
vania, as expressed through their representatives 
in the State Legislature? Is it not in obedience to 
the tactics of the party, which is, from the mere 
force of habit, endeavoring to prop up its falling 
wall? Orhas the policy of throwing away a por- 
tion of the common patrimony been declared a 
new article of the Democratic crecd? If so, it 
agrees well with those other preposterous articles 
which have operated so unhappily on our State and 
naticnal prosperity. But there are two other sub- 
jects far transcending any thing we have hereto- 
fore witnessed, or are likely to wilness again, as 
respects open disregard of justice, and in the de- 
termination to carry into effect party arrangements 
in defiance of the people. The party is now 
ashamed of the New Jersey election case; it was 
alluded to and condemned, in energetic langage, in 
the course of this session, by a gentleman from 


ever having 


Ohio, [Mr. Mason,] aud nota single individual : 


rose to say a word in its defence. The climax was 
the passage of the Sub-Treasury bill, in which we 
discover the last lingering spark of independence 
of the centralized power of party—it was but 
touch and go, it just rabbed through, and that ‘was 
ail. Yetthis very project, when first introduced 
into Congress, was denounced by the Adminisira- 
tion press as revolutionary and ruinous; it after- 
wards, on the bursting the pet-bank bubble, was 
taken into favor by the Administration, was twice 
recommended to Congress aad twice rejected, in 


+ Tt was my intention to have omitted this part of my speech 
in the publication, the case having been referred to merely by 
way of illustration; put, on mentioning it to some of my Penn 
sylvania friends, who were present while I was speaking, they 
insisted on my retaining it, as the passage was too marked and 
p ablic to be passed in silence. 


- ing to do 


consequence of its well known unpopularity. Party 
can do much, but it cannot do every thing, or it 
would have re-elected Mr. Wan Buren. The Sub- 
Treasury, however, passed in defiance of the great 
majority of the nation, and from that moment the 
downfatl of the Administration was rendered cer- . 
tain A new swarm of Conservatives joined the 

Whig hive, the third or fourth which had swelled 

iis numbers, aad the self-styled Democratic party 

was left in a lean minority. 

Sectional feeling is,in my mind, praiseworthy, 
compared to this unbounded and unscrupulous sup- 
port of pariy. Perhaps it is the duty of a faithful 
Representative to look first to the interests and 
wishes of his immediate constituents before he ex- 
tends his view to the wider circle; and, perhaps, 
whether i! be his daty or not, a zealous Representa- 
tive will do so, Such a course may lead to com- 
promise or conciliation—each surrendering some- 
thing in order that the common good may be se- 
curcd. Butthis discipline of party, especially a 
“spoils party,” strides over every thing; it sacri- 
fices buth sectional and general interests; all, save 
chose of party, must fall down before it, as before 
the African Simoom, whose hot breath withers, 
scorches, and kills, as it sweeps over the intermi- 
nable sands of the desert. The interests of the 
whole will, however, be found, in general, that of 
the parts. A sound and healthy trunk can alone 
nourish sound and healthy branches. And where 
shall we look for the trunk of that tree? Where is 
the great body of the nation—the seat of empire, 
for whose prosperity a wise legislation must be 
chiefly directed? It is in the West, sir; in the 
great valley of the Mississippi, and in the val- 
leys of its tributary waters; ia western Penn- 
sylvania, western Virginia, Maryland, western 
Carolinas, and in the States of the West and South- 
west. In twenty years more this nation, unless 
checked by some great calamity, will number thirty 
millions of souls. In that short period another na- 
tion, equal to that which now occupies our soil and 
fills our towns, will rise up in the midst of us; and 
this increase will be nearly all in the West, which, 
from its situation and relative position, is one and 
indivisible. The navigation of the Mississippi is a 
common bond, as well as indispensable to its safety. 
New York, connected with the lakes, and the lakes 
with the Ohio, with th: New England States, may 
form the top of the tree; but it is chiefly to the in- 
terests of the great trnnk of this Republic that legis- 
lation ought to look now, and to which it must look 
before many years shall go round. The statesman 
who looks a little beyond the present hour ought 
to know that, if the time shall come when the Re- 
public thus defined shali consider protection by 
legislative enactments necessary to its commerce 
and manufactures, it will not be withheld; that if a 
National Bank be required as a fiscal agent, and 
as a regulator of the currency, it will be established. 

I agree. with the gentleman from Virginia on 
another subject, as one of the happy results of the 
late election. It will bring back the Executive 
branch to its proper place under the Constitution. 
It is made the duty, of that branch to communicate 
information to Congress, and to recommend such 
measures as it may judge necessary and expe- 
dient; but there its duty ends, and _ that of 
Congress begins; and until their deliberations 
shall assume the form of law in the matters re- 
commended, or in maiters originating with either 
House, the Executive has nothing more to say. It 
has no right to interfere, and, by intrigue and ma- 
nagement, and party drill, attempt to carry those 
recommendaiions into effect. According to the 
principle avowed by General Harrison, legislation 
belongs to the Representatives of the People, who 
are the interprevers of their wishes. We-are no 
longer to inquire what the Administration is go- 
when we refer fo the great measures - 
of the Gavernment, but what measures will Gon- 
gress adopt. Some gentlemen, from a bad habit 
acquired under the late Administrations, speak of 
the measures of the President elect, and condemn 
them in advance, when these are measures of le- 
gislation which do not fall within bis province. 
He may think it prudent to be sparing even of his 
mere recommendation, so as not to lessen the per- 


|| fect freedom which ought to be enjoyed by Con 


280. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Feb. 1841 


267u Cone......2Np SESS. 


_ Treasury Note Bill—Mr. Brackenridge. 


H. of Reps. 


gress in the performance of the daties confided to 
it, and for which this body is responsible. If, 
. hereafter, the country should be injured by bad Je- 
gislation, let the blame rest where it ought to rest, 
on the people themselves and on their Representa- 
tives. The people will thus be thrown upon their 


own energies, and they will call their Wepresenta-. 


lives toa more strict account. Whai measures 
may be adopted by the new Congress it is not for 
this Congress to discuss; neither can it be known 
to the Pres‘dent elect untit after it shail have as- 
sembled. We must endeavor to unlearn the bad 
habit we have acquired under the two last Admi- 
nistrations, of looking upon the President of the 
United States and ,the heads of departments as the 
Government, and as the arbiters of ihe fate of the 
country. We must learn once more to look up to 
our Representatives and at the same time to de- 
pend upon ourselves. If the next Congress, re- 
presenting the wishes of the people as it does, and 
as this does not, shall determine to touch the tariff, 
and at once modify it, soas to secure a sufficient 
revenue, it will do so. [fit shall determine to 
charter a National Bank, or distribute the public 
lands, it will do so. We are but agents here, 
not assembled to consult our petty interest of party, 
but.to obey the will of those who sent us, and to 
adopt such measures as will promote the general 
welfare. We come here to carry into effect the 
will of the people, and not that of the President and 
his Cabinet; and I have no doubt we shil hear the 
same thing from General Tiarrison himself. The 
tampering with the duties exclusively belong- 
ing to Congress was the great sin of the late Ad- 
ministration, which had gradually acquired an as- 
cendancy over it, entirely incompatible with the 
spirit and letter of the Constitution. 

But the great point gained by the late clection is, 
in my opinion, the establishment of what has been 
caled the ons Term principle. This was coming 
upat once to the line of trae Democracy. Is there 
any one on this floor who will now openly declare 
himself against it? On this subject, at least, it 
must be admitted that public opinion has declared 
itself. General Jackson was elected on this princi- 

le. I appeal te the records of Tammany Hall.* 

e disregarded it, and it has recently been declared 
on the highest authority, that he and his kitchen 
cabinet were desirous of a third term, but the party 
could not be brought to it, One of the mottoes of 
the Van Buren party was, “the Constitution as it 
is,” and there is nothing there to limit the number 
of terms to two or three. During the late contest, 
this one-term principle took the lead of all other 
topics of discussion, The people were convinced 
that their free institutions have been endangered by 
the re-eligibility ot the Chief Magistrate, and by 
the political intrigues and corruptions attending the 
struggle for re-election. They believed that the 
first term was regarded as the stepping-stone to the 
second; that the time of the President, and that of 
his subordinates, instead of being devotsd to the 
duties of their stations, would be occupied by plans 
and political arrangements and exertions to secure 
that re-election, and at the same time to establish 
the succession, and preserve the offices to those 
who occupied them. Our past history may furnish 
Some exceptions. I believe that of Mr. Adams 
was an exception; bat the future presented a dreary 
prospect. 

Doubts have already been expressed of the sin- 
cerity of those who have contended for this princi- 
ple at the late election. For myself, I repel the 
charge of insincerity; and I will take upon me to 
say that those who really entertain such doubts 
know but little of the individual who has been 
chosen to fiil the office of Chief Magistrate. 1 do 
hot so much confide in his solemn pledge as in his 
unsullied public and private integrity. But public 
opinion has settled the question. Hereafter, no 

` President, without braving that opinion, will pre- 
sent himself for re-election, and the people will re- 


*“Experience has satisfied us that one term of office is sufi- 
cient to repay any services, or gratify any ambition! At present, 
the first four years of an Administration are passed in efforts tn 
confirm the bargaina and pledges as to the right of succession. 
It is thus that the great interests of the country are sacrificed at 
the shrine of personal ambition.” — Resolution passed at Tam- 
many Hall, April, 1828, 


quire that it be made a part of the Constitution, as 
` a recorded as.weil as a practical amendment. 

When Washington was called to the office of 
Puesident, he was re-eligible without limitation. It 
might have been held for life; at least, there was 
nothing in the Constitution which forbade it. Bat 
he was not one of those who loved power for its 
own sake; he earnestly wished to retire after serv- 
ing one term, and only yielded to the solicitations 
of the friends of the new Government when he was, 
for tha second time, elected by a unanimous. vote. 
Mr. Madison and Mr. Jefferson joined in those so- 
licitations. The example set by him, of declining 
a third term, has been a law to his successors, and 
effected a practical amendment on the Democratie 
side. ‘The people themseives have now infused in- 
to the Constitution a further portion o! Democracy, 
by declaring in favor of one term. The cne term 
principle, in the abstract, has received the sober 
and dispassionate approval of the great majority of 
the American people of all parties. The first sug- 
gestion may be traced to Mr. Jefferson, in his letter 
to Mr. Adams, written from Paris in 1787, in which 
he declares the want of such a limitation to be one 
of the most serious objections to the new Constitu- 
lion. ‘Phe one-term principle was recommended 
by Gen. Jackson—to commence in future with his 
successors! It would have been as easy for him to 
have set an example of one term as it was for 
Washington of two, especially as he was consider- 
ed pledged to this Democratie principle announced 
by the “Republican party,” as it was called—for 
Democracy, as well as Federalism, had gone to 
sieep. The practical amendment effected by Wash- 
ington’s example is a reduction of power by short- 
ening its duration in the hands of any one set of 
men and restoring it to the people, and thus pre- 
venting the consolidation in the hands of a faction 
orjunto. And here, in my opinion, is the first 
cause for rejoicing in the victory the people have 
achieved at the ballot-box over a party which 
sought to perpetuate itself by the very means placed 
n their hands for the purpose of administering the 
Government. The odds against which they had to 
contend were fearful. Against a hundred thousand 
office holders, with the vast circ'e of their influence; 
the disbursement of the revenue; the press, in the 


į pay of the Government—against all this host the 


people had to struggle. And the cffort was a 
mighty one. They rose up peacefully, but in 
masses of from five thousand to fifty thousand. 
They succeeded. Power is once more in their own 
hands, to be transferred to new agents, executive as 
well as legislative, at the end of the next four years; 
and I hope they will never again lose sight of the 
maxim “eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” 

Hencefcrward there will be no motive “to bring 
the public offices in conflict with the freedom of 
elections.” ‘Che Administration will have ample 
time and leisure to attend to the business of the 
country instead of neglecting-it, and Congress itself 
will feel the effect of this salutary example. The 
Executive branch, sir, was fast verifying the pre 
dictions of the immortal Patrick Henry—it was 
grasping at all power—the sword, the purse, legis- 
lation; and even the judiciary was not entirely safe, 
It had almost succeeded in overturning the freedom 
of elections by means of its organized, disciplined 
army of office holders spread throughout the coun- 
try. General Harrison has pledged himself that 
hereafter the office holders shall apply themselves 

eexclusively to their duties, and abstain from inter- 

ference in elections. They now know the condi- 
tions on which they take office; there will be no tax 
upon their salaries to raise an electioneering fund; 
no salaries will be augmented, and no new offices 
will be created, in order to increase that tax, and 
thus, in point of fact, apply the money ef the na- 
tion to secure tbeir offices. In short, I repeat, sir, 
the people have once more got the power in their 
hands, and have become the masters of their own 
Government. 

Mr. Chairman, the wide range which this de- 
bate has taken, will be my excuse for giving my 
opinions on some subjects which are but remotely 
connected with it. I will say something respect- 
ing the tariff, which has been so frequently referred 
to. I represent a district deeply interested in the 
subject. Idiffer from the gentleman from Vir- 


ginia [Mr. Wise] as to. the obligatory nature of 
the compromise act. If a compact, who were the 
parties to it? What authority had the agents to 
make itt? Have any rights, individual, corporate, 
or State, been vested under that act? These ques- 
tions cannot be answered without taking away the 
foundation on which it stands. It differs in no re- 
spect, legally considered, from an act of ordinary 
legislation. To say that it cannot be touched now, 
and that after 42 it becomes perpetual, is to give it 
a bigher force than the Constitution, which provides 
within itself the mode of amendment. ‘The com-- 
promise act would be as irrevocable as the laws of 
the Medes and Persians, and bind the generations 
“yet unborn.” The expediency of the arrange- 
ment at the time to patch up an unfortunate family 
quarrel, and the propriety of leaving ut to run its 
ecurse undistarbed, are different questions. I am 
desirous to leave it untouched uatil the experiment 
be fully tried. This must be left to others, and not 
for us to decide. But I am of opinion that, for 
the purpose of revenue, without infringing the 
compromise act, duties may be imposed on silks, 
wines, and some other articles which pay only a 
nominal duty. It is not likely, however; that any 
thing can be done at this session: it must be left to 
the next Congress. i 

If, at the expiration of the compromise act, two 
years hence, the people, through ttheir Representa- 
lives, shall require a revision of he tariff, for the 
purpose of revenue as well as of protection, we 
may rely upon it that revision will take place. I 
consider that the principle cf protection, instead of 
being surrendered, has been recognised by that act. 
Itis, in general, impossible to distinguish, practi- 
cally, what portion of the duty on any specific ar- 
ticle may be set down for revenue exclusively, and 
what for protection; because a very small duty 
may, in many instances, in addition to the mere ex- 
pense of importation, act as a protection. A fixed 
per cent, according to the value, applied to all arti- 
cles alike, instead of specific duties, may either 
produce too much for revenue or too little. If the 
maximum of the full twenty per cent. bé laid on a 
number of selected articles, and others suffered to 
come in free, this will act as a bounty on the im- 
portation of the free articles; and this is proved by 
the excessive importations of free articles since the 
compromise began to take effect. It is impossible 
to foresee the practical effect of disturbing a tariff, 
which has for a long period of time regulated our 
foreign trade, and to which that trade has adapted 
itself. Some of the articles admitted duty free do 
not come cheaper to the consumer, and, at the same 
time, the duty is Jost to the revenue. The duty is 
either levied by the foreign power, or is pocketed 
by the importer, or divided between them. I am 
not, in general, a friend to high duties; because 
they encourage evasion. I am no advocate of pro- 
tective duties at all, which require to be perma- 
nently continued merely in aid of the manufac- 
turers; and in this I think wy opinion is not dif- 
ferent from those who have been most zealous 
for protection. It has only been asked for as 
temporary aid to infant establishments, to new in- 
vestments of capital, whose first efforts are feeble, 
and easily repressed by the Overgrown establish- 
ments of Europe. When these establishments are 
completed, and the necessary skill and instinet of 
art attained, the nation is compensated by a cheaper 
article, from the effect of competition, and beiter 
than the imported; at the same time that its wealth 
and its independence are increased by the acquisi- 
tion of a new branch of industry. “The Practica. 
bility of accomplishing this object should be taken 
into consideration in imposing duties for protection. 
Other nations go much further than we have ever 
done; they exclude, by duties, and by prohibition, 
articles which they can never produce to advan 
tage, or produce at all, such as sassafras and tobac- 
co, because they will not encourage the establish- 
ment of a class of imports which may turn the 
scale of commerce agaist them, and which may 
be dispensed with. In this instance, it is the com- 
munity, the general commerce and general pros- 
perity, that is protected. 

Our tariff requires revision, in order to ascertain 
what articles have completely established them- 
selves, and no longer require protection, Genile- 
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men unfriendly to protection are much mistaken cn 
thishead. They look at the tariff, and see what 
they consider high duties on particular articles, aud 
suppose the whole of that duty enters into the 
price paid by the consumers, while it forms no part 
of it; because importations of similar foreign arti- 


" eles have ceased, and could not be revived by a re- 


moval of the duties. We are ina very different 
situation now from that in which it was declared to 
us, as colonies of Great Britain, that we should 
not be allowed to manufacture a hob-nail! We 
now enter into successfal competition with Britain 
in her own West India Islands, when admitted 
there, and in foreign markets, especially those of 
South America. To Cuba alone we export nearly 
five millions, chiefly American manufactures, and 
bring home a balance in our favor, in specie, to the 
amount of a million annually. The products of 
our manufactures and our farms enabie us to carry 
on a profitable commerce with Mexico and South 
America, from California to Chiloe, aud from La 
Plata to Matamoras and Santa Fe. No doubt ma- 
ny foreign articles also enter this trade. Bat, in 
passing, let me ask, what would be the foundation 
for the golden humbug without this trade, based on 
the manufactures of the North and provisions of 
the West, which furnish the means of purchasing 
our supply of ihe the precious metals? Cotton 
cotton, is the reply. But even now cotton does not 
suffice to pay for the manufactures we import from 
Britain! And if our manufactures were destreyed, 
what wouid become of the golden stream which flows 
in from this source, and flows out again, to set- 
tle our balances with those naticns on whom 
we are dependen? Our litile trade with Cuba 
alone procures us double the amount of gold that 
we obtain from all our gold mines, from Virginia 
to Georgia. 

In the revision of the tariff, it will be necessary 
to select those articles which need protection, and 
they will be found fewer in number than is gene- 
rally supposed. The maximum of twenty per cent, 
with cash payments, the home valuation, and the 
more accurate estimate of the Spanish dollar, will, 
in the opinion of many well-informed persons, af- 
ford a sufficient protection. We hear the words 
high tariff, high tariff, continually repeated on this 
floor, while there is no one proposing it; not a sin- 
gle memorial from any quarter has been presented 
io Congress in favor of sach a measure. The 
cash duties will be a protection, not only to our 
manufactures, but a protection to the couniry against 
excessive importations. It will incidentally operate 
asa kind of sumptuary law; and it will prevent 
the British manufacturers from throwing into this 
country accumulated stocks, which they are com- 
pelled, from time to time, to sacrifice. We can 
derive no benefit, as a nation, from these gambling 
irregularities of trade, any more than from dealing 
in stocks and bank notes—the harvest of brokers 
and exchange dealers, whose interest it is to keep 
up this uncertainty and disorder. The objection to 
the protective principle, on constitutional grounds, 
is, that duties must be raised for revenue and no- 
thing else; that they must be so arranged as to 
exclude every incidental effect, whether it be its inei- 
dental operation in favor of manufactures, or as a 
protection to the nation at large. Wow, I think I 
have shown that this is impossible. Every duty on 
the same article we manufacture at home is, as far 
as it goes, an incidental protecticn, because it les- 
sens by so much the ability of the foreign article to 
compete with it. The cash payments—the home 
valuation, operate as protection. 

I have said that I was not in favor of high pro- 
tection; yet, there are two articles which, possibly, 
might form exceptions, but this would require ma- 
ture reflection—these are, iron and woollens, 
which we ought to produce for ourselves, at least 
for the great bulk of our consumption. Without 
these, and especially the first, our nation can hard- 
ly be said to be a nation. So important does Gieat 
Britain regard her woollen manufactures, that, in 
order to counteract the duties of other nations 
on her woollen fabrics, she reduced the duty on 
foreign wool from eight pence to one penny, thus 
sacrificing a large amount of revenue, and, of 
course, affecting the home production for the sake 
af more important advantages, Three years ago 
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the valae of wool produced in the United States 
was estimated at $30,000,000; nearly equal to one 
half of the cotton crop of the South; the last year it 
fell to seventeen millions. And yet no complaints 
have been made by those who have thas suffered. 
It may be, in part, owing to the want of protection 
that our woolen factories have declined, and it may 
become necessary to iastitute an inguiry; but, in my 
opinion, the great cause of injury to every branch 
of internal trade is the derangement of the currency 
produced by the sad experiments of the Jate Admi- 
*nistrations. The day will come when the article 
of wool will be regarded as one of the most impor- 
tant items of our national wealth; more important 
even than that of cotton. A large proportion of 
the vast region beyond the Mississippi is well 
adapied to the rearing of sheep, and bat poorly 
adapted to any thing else. 

I cannot suppose that the enlightened statesmen 
from the South who complain of the injurious ef- 
fects of the tariff have no cause whatever for dis- 
satisfaction. It is impossible to enact laws which 
will not bear unequally on different parts of a coun- 
try so extensive as ours. I consider itthe duty of 
those who possess the power—the majority—to use 
their power with prudence and moderation. The 
principie of the greatest good to the greatest num- 


press the minority. Aithough I have too much re- 
spect for the statesmen of the South to Say that 
their complaints against the tariff are entirely 
groundless, yet I cannot but think there has been 
great exaggeration. Itis natural it should be so. 
Yam a native of western Pennsylvania, and can 
“recollect the piteh of extravagance to which the 
people were carried in consequence of the oppres- 
sions of the excise law. 
across the mountains, the navigation cf the Missis- 
sippi was closed, and they were ‘obliged to trans- 
port kegs of whiskey on the backs of horses, to pur- 
chase a litle salt and iron, together with other ar- 
ticles of the first necessity. We rose up in blocdy 
insurrection, and were called “whiskey boys,” and 
no doubt were very bad boys. We had, perhape, 
just cause to complain; the law was, it is true, a 
good law for the rest of the State, but partial and 
oppressive to us. I might mention the embargo, 
which bore so severely on the shipping interests of 
the Northern States, where it was denounced in 
the most violent and internperate manner. The 
unoffending word itself became an object of ven- 
gcance, was putto the torture, and, being spelt 
backwards, was proncunced ograbme;a sort of 
revenge quite as rational as that of a cele- 
brated despiser of manufactures, who deciared 
that he never saw a sheep without feeling inclined 
to go out of his way to kick it. A member on this 
floor, the other day, after speaking with great energy 
against the tariff, declared that he never heard the 
word but he felt as if the cry of mad dog was 
raised near him; and, indeed, it does seem to me 
to have a magical effect on some gentlemen, for it 
is no sooner mentioned than they leap and dance 
as if they had been stung by the tarantula. If I 
am not mistaken, that undefined horror asscciated 
with the word, which so generally pervaded the 
South, has very much diminished, and the topic is 
now oftener used for the purpose of declamation 
and oratory than from any serious alarm. Some 
years ago, it was the general bugbear. I was told 
of a young lady in Georgia, who was asked con- 
cerning the health of her mother. “She is very 
iL” “And what is rhe matter?” “I don know, 
unless it is that odious tarif.” It seems to me, as 
it does to others, who view the subject dispassion- 
ately, that the fall in the price of cotten, the 
grievance at the bottom of the complaints against 
the tariff, is most plainly to be attributed to the 
over production, which runs ahead of the demand. 
It has fallen in price in all parts of the world, ta- 
riff or go tariff; and but for the home market ori- 
ginally created by the tariff, it would be still lower 
in Great Britain; for certainly no one will contend 
that, if the whole of these States depended on 
Great Britain entirely for their cotton fabrics, we 
should consume as much cotton as we do now. It 
is equally evident that the demand for cotton in 
Great Britain would be affected by the falling off 
in the demand for her manufactures in the United 
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States, Britain is, moreover, making great éfforis 
to introduce the culture of the short staple cotton 
in her East India ‘possessions; her hostility to our 
manufacturing and commercial enterprise, and to 
cur institutions, is well known; her power aad per- 
severance in carrying into effect a favorite policy 
are equally well known. It would, therefore, be 
wise in the South to foster the home market, which 
they can enjoy exclusively, to encourage American 
consumption, and American manufactures of their 
great staple, which will make the States, in the end, 
better customers to Britain, and Britain a greater 
consumer of cotten. To a certain extent, they 
should use the natural advantages they possess, 
and manufacture for themselves. 

I differ entirely fromi the statisties of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi (Mr. Tuompson,) who at- 
tempts to show that the whole .of the duties are 
paid by the cotton-growing States. His idea is not 
original; it is of the same class with the forty-bale 
theory. He tells us that Miszsisissippi exports to 
ihe amount of $16,000,000 a year, and consequent. 
ly must import to that amount, and if she were to 
retain the revenve derived from that importation 
there would be $4,000,000 paid into her treasury. 
Now, the duties coliected in the whole of the United 
States are estimated at about $16,000,000, and, 
however ingeniously and correctly gentlemen may 
place their figures, it is rather imposing too great a 
tax on our credulity to tell us that Mississippi pays 
one-fourth of the duties on the importations into 
the United Siates. It is no less difficult to believe 
that she consumes one-fourth of all those importa- 
tions—which must be the case if she consumes to 
the amount of sixteen millions. Instead of con- 
suming sixteen millions, two millions will come 
much nearer her proportion, and about half a mil- 
lion her part of the revenue. These two millions 
are, perhaps, the whole of the crop she can call 
her own. The other fourteen millions must be set 
down in favor of the other States, North, West, 
and South. The North farnishes American manu- 
factures, capital, transportation, and foreign arti- 
cles at second-hand; the West, provisions; the 
Southern States not engaged in planting furnish 
staves. Now, deduct the annual expenses from 
the gross amount, and then we shall be able ce see 
the portion which, in point of fact, belongs to Mis- 
sissippi. This great staple is, for the greater part, 
purchased as a remittance towards paying for the 
general consumption of foreign articles. It isa 
joint production; the mere labor of the cultivator 
of the soil forms but one item. Suppose, says the 
gentleman from Mississippi, she were an island in 
the ocean, and produced her sixteen millions worth 
of cotton. This would not vary the case. She 
must either, in addition to the production of cotton, 
supply herself with all those articles she now pro- 
cures from the Northern and Western States, or she 
must be dependent as she is now. It is very possi- 
ble she may consume an amount equal to the value 
of her cotton crop, and more too, but not of fo- 
reign importations. ‘The whole system is no doubt 
wrong—Southern gentlemen are well aware of it. 
It is impossible to remedy it entirely, but the evil 
might be lessened if it were possible for each 
planter to raise less cotton, and apply a part of his 
land to the raising of provisions, and employ a 
part of his laborers in domestic manufactures. 

Having lived many years in the South, J feel a 
sipeere interest in the prosperity of that portion of 
the Unien, and an affection for many of its citizens. 
The opinions which I .have expressed on the sub- 
ject of the tariff, I have long entertained, and have 
been confirmed in them by my residence in. the 
South. I have often disputed the policy of going 
altogether for cotton, and nothing but cotton. I 
was of cpicion that their agricultural occupations 
should be more varied, and that they should en- 
deavor to introduce-new staples, The article of 
silk, for instance,'is well adapted to the greater part 
of the South. Firginia and the Carolinas may be- 
come the Italy of America in respect to this valu- 
able production. The silk of Italy may be found 
in the mart§ of England and France, and at the 
fairs of Germany, commanding a regular and stea- 
dy price, the supply always below the demand; and ` 
this, perhaps, of all the products of human econo- 
my, approaches nearest in its permanent and in- 
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trinsic value to gold and silver. I have been long 
convinced that the Southern States do not make 
us: of their natoral advantages. They have 
water-power, raw materials, and other advantages, 
and yet they have been slow in ceveloping the 
great natural resources of the fine region they ocea- 
py- I believe, however, that the day is approach- 
ing when they will turn their attention to iheir true 
interest-—and to see it, will be to pursue it. I unite 
with the gentieman from Kentucky, [Mr. Pors,} 
whose experience and ature judgment entitle him 
to great respect, and request the gentlemen of the 
South not to be tco implacable on the subject of 
protection. The time may come when they way 
need it, and the Northern Slates be indifferent 
about it. There is one~great Southern interest 
which now calls for the fostering care of the Go- 
vernment—l allude to the article of tobacco. Ir 
there be a reasonable hope of compelling foreign 
nations, by means of countervailing duties, to 
adopt a more liberal policy, I am for trying the éx- 
periment. According to my opinion, it is the daty 
of the Government to foster and protect every 
branch of industry, commercial, manufacturing, 
or agricultural, where it can be done by wise le- 
gislation, taught by our own experience and that of 
other nations. Icis not b:cause the South is the 
South, that it disdains protection; Louisiana, for 
instance, has always been a tariff State, on ac- 
count of the protection to her sugars. 1 contend 
that. even the article of cotton is indirectly pro- 
tecied by the indirect advantages it derives from 
the extension of the market here and elsewhere. 
We have heard much of late years of the theory 
of free trade, which no nation practises, as it exists 
between the different States of this Union. It is 
the doctrine of the Swiss school of abstract political 
economists, and it is the fashionable docirine. Fo- 
reign nations are continually preaching it to cach 
other, but none set the example; on the contrary, 
their practice is directly opposite. England is wil- 
ling to open her ports, where the foreign article 
cannot compete with the same article produced 
there, where even the cost of transportation isa 
protection, together with the excise levied on her 
own manufacture, from which the foreign article 
would not be exempted. She does this with twenty 
per cent. higher wages than the manufacturers on 
the continent, by means of her immense capital, 
the superior skill and intelligence of her workmen; 
and that superior skill is the offspring of liberty. In 
the latter respect we have the advantage over Bri- 
tain, and can compete with her with higher wages; 
and but for her great advantage in respect of capi- 
tal, we could go ahead of her. The smaller the ca- 
pital, the larger must De the profit, as we see from 
the huckster with a hundred per cent. to the whole- 
sale dealer who is content with five or ten. itis 
this -vast capital which makes the power of Britain, 
and from which protection is necessary on our part, 
as much for the sake of the country as of the ma- 
nufacturers. Lord Brougham declared in the 
House of Commons that it was the policy of Eug- 
land to break down our manufactures at any sacri- 
Jice, in order, as he was pleased to say, to preserve 
the natural course of things; that is, to keep us de- 
` pendent on England, which, to my mind, is a very 
unnatural course of things. Switzerland, which is 
cited as an example for us, isin a situation entirely 
different.. Her superior intelligence and skill reg- 
der the. surrounding nations tributary to her, not- 
withstanding the poverty of her soil, and the bleak- 
ness of her mountains. All her people are engaged 
in manufactures, more or less, as they are in our 
New. England States. Instead of attempting to 
tariff out the productions of France, Germany, 
Austria, and Sardinia, it is the policy of those States 
to taviffin those. of Switzerland. A Swiss statisti- 
cal writer* thus expresses himself, and complains of 
‘the hard fate of his country, because the surround- 
ing nalions are unwilling to be overran with their 
- watches, ribands,. toys, and a thousand articles, 
_ which throw the balance on the side of Switzer- 
land: ‘The prohibitive systems, adopted by a great 
number of the neighboring Powers, injure and in- 
terfere with her essentially.” This, no doubt, is 
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felt as very unnatural by the Swiss; but it is con- 
sidered quite natural by her neighbors. 

Mr. Chairinan, there is a principle of political 
economy which, if not found in any system, de- 
serves to be. I have not met with it in Adam 
Smith, in Say, Professor Wayland, or in any other 
writer, and yet Ido not lay claim to originality. It 
is sie ply this: that, asa general rule, labor com- 
mands a compensation in prepertion to the degree 
or amount of mind combined with it. This may» 
be referred to the self-evident proposition, that 
mind is superior to maiter. Take, for instance, 
the article of cotton itself, and compare the share 
of it which is earned by the gin, and then take the 
amount of mere manual labor empioyed at the gin, 
compared to that of raising and preparing the cot- 
ton for the mechanical operation. The case of 
sugaris still stronger. The mere culture of the 
cane, the cutting and transporting it, are among 
the simplest kinds of labor, requiring little more 
than mere animal strength; but the process of ma- 
nufaciuring the sugar calls for scienee and art. 
There are the machinery for expressing the juice, 
tke kettles for boiling, the employment of the 
steam-evgine, and the distillation of the liquid poi- 
son from the molasses; these require mind and the 
exercise of judgment. ‘Che driver of the cart re- 
ceives four times the wages of the horse, without 
one-tenth of the physical strength, because mind is 
required for his labor, which the other does not 
possess. The work of the mechanic is better paid 
than that of the common laborer; the merchant, the 
professional man, better than the mechanic. This 
is the reason why the mere products ‘cf the soil, 
where ne extraordinary skill is required, are more 
poorly paid, in proportion to the Jabor bestowed, 
than anyother. We may rely upon it, that that 
nation which combines the highest degree of mind 
in her operations will hold others dependent upon 
it; and if we desire to lessen our dependence on 
England or France, we can only to do by keeping 
pace with them in the march of mind. 

When gentlemen declaim so earnestly against 
the protective legislation of the United States, they 
seem to forget with whom it originated. Permit 
me to take a short review of its history. From 
the time of the passage of the first act of Congress 
for revenue and protection, so expressed in its title, 
until the administration of Mr. Jefferson, our 
manufactures had made considerable progress, 
compared to the state of things before that time. 
A variety of manu’actures bad been firmly esta- 
blished; still they fell far below the wants of the 
country. Our enterprise was chiefly directed to 
foreign commerce, and especially the carrying 
trade, which would cease with the return of peace. 
But when the rival nations vied with each other in 
spoliations on our commerce, we began to look out 
for safe employment for our capital accumulated 
in trade. ‘The non-intercourse, embargo, and war, 
taught us to see our weakness, and depen- 
dence on foreign countries for the most ne- 
cessary and common articles of manufacture. 
Necessity compelled us to establish manufac- 
tures, and capital was invested in them which 
could find no other employment. Asd, per- 
mit me to ask, in whose hands was the Govern- 
ment at this time? In the hands of Southern 
statesmen, who carried their measures by the votes 
of the Western and Middle States. They were 
the authors of the war; it was their policy which 
drove the Northern people to manufactures. At 
the close of the war, it was found that an astonish- 
ing progress had been made in manufactures, and 
that a large amount, withdrawn from trade, had 
been invested in them. These establishments were 
ia their infancy, however, and unable to stand the 
shcck of an attack upon them by the powerful 
British establishments, backed by the British Go- 
vernment. The Southern statesmen, under Mr. 
Madison’s administration, stood up in their defence: 
it was their policy which had called them into be« 
ing; it would have been cruel to abandon their own 
offspring. The tariff of 1816 was the resuit, and 
it was so regulated as to afford incidental protection 
as well as revenue. I cannot erase from my mind 


‘the lessons of wisdom I received in listening to the 


speeches of Mr. Clay, of Mr. Lowndes, and of Mr. 


Calhoun, when engaged, as it were, in settling the- 


future policy of the nation on what was after- 
wards called the American System. ‘The report of 
Alexander Hamilton on manufactures, republished 
by the House cf Representatives in 1809, the 
report of Mr. Gallatin, explaining his splendid sys- 
tem of internal improvements at the national ex- 
pense, the recent powerful report of Mr. Dallas in 
favor of a National Bank, were the text-books of 
the day in the hands of Southern politicians, with 
very few exceptions, The war administration of 
Mr. Madison was stili predominant, and it was 
this Administration which adopted the American 
sysiem. This phrase has been associated with the 
name of Mr. Clay. Lam scrry to be obliged to 
pluck a single leaf from the honors which cluster 
around his brow, but this belongs to another, who 
is hailed as the apostle of Southern Democracy. 
Mr. Jefferson thus speaks, in his letter to the “Ame- 
rican Society for the Encouragement of Manufac- 
tures,” and dated June 26, 1817: 

“The history of the last twenty years has been a sufficient les- 
son for usajl to depend for necessaries on ourselves alone; and 
l hope that twenty years more will place the American hemis- 
phere under a system of its own, essentially peaceable and in- 
dustrious, and not needing to extracts its comforts out of the 
eternal fires raging in the old world.” i 

Tais was addressed to a New England assccia- 
tion. In consequence of the act of 1816, capitat 
bad been vested in manufactures to a great extent 
in Marylaad, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, as 
well asin the Northen States. This now seemed 
io be the setted policy of the uation, And was 
Mr. Jefferson a false prophet in relation to the ef- 
fect of the American system during the succeeding 
twenty years? No, sir, he was not. It paid off 
two hundred millioas of national debt; it applied 
large sums ‘o the gradual increase of the navy; it 
laid the foundation of an immense line of fortifica- 
tions, and completed many of them, along our At- 
laatic coast, and around our borders; it extinguish- 
ed the title to a vast amount of the Indian lands; it 
contributed large sums to internal improvements. 
And what has the nation done since this system 
has been abandoned and cried down? Look around 
upon our whole country and behold its conse- 
quences. : 

Mr. Chairman, the ruinous condition of the 
country is no longer denied by any ene. But we 
are told by the friends of this Administration that 
it will be for those coming in to remedy these evils. 
They say they have promised to do so, and wo be 
tothem if they do not keep their promise! Sir, 
the brand of an idiot boy may destroy in an hour 
the edifice which called forth the labor of thou- 
sands, and required half a century to rear. Gene- 
ral Harrison and his Cabinet will do all they can, 
but they cannot work miracles.* Butitis for the 
people themselves, through their representatives, to 
apply the best remedy the case will admit. It will 
be the work of time, and we know not half its 
difficulty; but, in the language of the Roman patriot, 
et us never despair of the Republic. 

When gentlemen speak of high duties, high ta- 
riff, and refer to (he tariff of 1828, I must remind 
them that cven that was the work of the South. 
The high duties were introduced by its enemies, in 
order to defeat the bill. It was not satisfactory to 
any party: it was a compound made up both by 
friends and foes. I must remind those with whom 
the name of General Jackson still retains some 
share of popularity, thathe was in favor of a pro- 
tective tariff. Heso expressed himself previous to 
his election; he afterwards spoke. of a “judicious 
tariff,” with reference to this subject, and, in one 
of his Messages, he expressed the opinion that we 
ought to encourage the manufactures of those arti- 
cles which would render us independent in time of 
war. And how shall we determine what those ar- 
ticles are? He could not mean merely the manu- 
facture of gunpowder! Perhaps, without intend- 
ing it, the passage covers the whole ground of pro- 
tective duties. . . 

We must go back tothe days of James Madi- 
son, and endeavor to follow in the footsteps of the 
great Democratic statesmen of that period, who set 


* Shortly after the election, a Quaker was met by a Loco- 
foco in-the street at Philadelphia, and was thus accosted: 
“Well, frend, I suppose you think General Harrison is going 
to work miracles.” “As to that friend I cannot tell thee, but I 
oe think he will have power given unto him to cast out 

evils, 
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to work honestly and earnestly to repair the rava- 
ges of war, and to place the nation on a solid 
ground of future prosperity. I have retained 
the lessons of national wisdom and policy I tben 
imbibed, The experience of the last six years, 
especially, has not served to change my opi- 
nions, What a triumph for Alexander Hamil- 
ton, could he have risen from his grave, and have 
seen his report on manufactures the text-book during 
tbe Administration of his great political rival! 
What a trinmph to see the failure of the attempt 
to destroy that American system which bad been 
sanctioned by Jefferson, by Lowndes, by Clay, by 
Gallatin,” by Dallas, by Calhoun, as well as by 
others of opposite politics! I was what is called a 
Jeffersonian Democrat, a supporter of the embargo 
and the war, and by no means free from prejudice 
against Alexander Hamilton. I have carefully 
studied the rival productions of those two great 
men—the report of Mr. Jefferson on commerce, 
and that of Hamilton on manufacturez; and these, 
with the report of Mr. Gallatin on internal im- 
provements, and that of Mr. Dallas on a National 
Bank, are, in my opinion, among the best works 
that can be placed in the hands of a young Ameri- 
can statist. I by no means give the praise of su- 
perior foresight and sagacity to Hamilton over 
Jefferson. These two great men regarded the same 
subject from different points of view. If Jefferson 
had been a New Yorker, he might have written the 
report on manufactures; and if Hamilton had been 
a Virginian, he might have produced the report on 
commerce. Hamilton regarded manufactures as 
the true basis of commerce. The very instrament 
of commerce before his eyes, the ship, was itself 
the most important of all manufactures—the mas- 
ter-piece of the arts, and the ne plus ultra of sci- 
ence. Mr. Jefferson lived in a country depending 
entirely on foreign commerce, and with only two 
great staples to support it—wheat and tobacco. 
It was natural for him -to suppose that the exporis 
would command the imports, and where these 
would centre there would be the great mart of 
trade. Iam informed he at an early period enter- 
tained the opinion that Norfolk would be what 
New York has since become. And if his theory 
had been correct, such would have been the result. 
But it was erroneons; Norfolk was not, like New 
Orleans, the sole depot of a vast interior. Beyond 
the lecal exports and imports, commerce on a 
large scale requires ships, seamen, accumulated 
active capital; and these are not likely to be found 
in communities who devote their energies to the 
cultivation of the soil, and have no manufactures, 
fisheries, or internal trade. 

I have taken much of the time of the House in 
discussing the subject of the tariff; my excuse is, 
that it is one of deep interest to my constituents. 
They believe that it is in some owing to a want of 
a proper adjastment of the tariff, for the purpose of 
protection, that their manufactures have declined, 
and many of them have been prostrated. The de- 
tails of this protection are by no means settled. 
Many individua's, and Iam of the number, at- 
tach more importance to the derangement of the 
currency than to the operation of the tariff, although 
I am convinced it requires to be revised. Of what 
avail is it to the manufacturer that he has his ware- 
house full of manufactured articles, if these who 
are anxious to purchase are unable to procure a 
proper currency? Some of our manufacturers pay 
annually from a thousand to three thousand dollars 
in exchanges. They depend on the internal trade, 
and that cannot be carried on without a currency. 
There is a falling off in every kind of business, for 
the same reason. The amount of specie is admit- 
ted to be insufficient for the wants of a new and 
growing country and an enterprising people. A 
mixed currency of specie and sound paper is indis- 
pensable. The State banks cannot furnish a car- 
rency for general circulation. Since the Adminis. 
tration began its tinkering with the currency, and 
its partisans have been engaged in crying down 
banking institutions, specie has been regularly ex- 
ported, and the paper currency bas been growing 
less and less safe. 1n the general demorelization, it 
is highly probably, also, that many abuses may 
have crept into the management of these banks. 
But it is impossible, where there are so many States 


creating banks, and the character and solvency of 
those banks so various, to furnish any thing like a 
uniform currency. It would be the same thing’ if 
they were so many different mints, with different 
coinage and alloy. The effect on internal trade 
and on every branch of business during this disor- 
dered state of the currency, is well described in the 
masterly work of Mr. Prescott, the History of Fer- 
dinand and Isabella. 

“Under Henry IV of Castile, it is computed there were no 
less than cne hundred and fifty mints openly licensed by the 
Crown, in addition to many others erected by private authority. 
The abuse came to such a height, that the people at length re- 
fused to receive, in payment of their debts, the debased coin, 
Whose value depreciated more and more every day; and the 
little trade which remained at Castile. WAS CARRIED ON 


BY BARTER AS IN THE PRIMITIVE AGES.” —Prescott, 
I vo}. 224 


The remedy for this was making a monopoly of 
the coinage in the Crown, just as we made it a mo- 
nopoly under our Federal Constitution. In the Swiss 
cantons, the same inconvenience would be expe- 
rienced, with their twenty or thirty different kinds 
of money, but for the circustance of their baving 
an zdeal money, and aleo using bills of exthange 
and paper of various kinds, If bank notes will 
still continue to be regarded as money by us, it 
must, like the ecinage, be in some mode a monopoly 
in order to give it uniformity and certainty of va- 
lue. This has been twice accomplished successfully 
without an absolute monopoly, by creating an in- 
stitution under the euthority of the General Go- 
vernment, which has controiled and regulated these 
established by the States. This institution has been 
found the only safe and convenient fiscal agent. 
One kind of money for the Government and an- 
other for the ordinary transactions of the communi- 
ty, you may rely upon it, will never answer. It 
was the last despera'e resort of the present Admi- 
nistration, because it had failed in its cther projects, 
and knew not what else to do. It cutitself loose 
from the people, and with its empty Sub-Treasury 
chest is now moving in one direction, while the 
Demceracy is moving in another. 

When the Jate Administrations were told that 
their measures would ruin the currency, they in- 
dignantly repelled the idea, and boldly declared 
that they would preserve it ina state as sound 
as they found it, and even make it better. When 
it was actually deranged, they were the Jast to 
admit the fact; and when, at length, it was 
felt and lamented by every man engaged in bonest 
and regular business, they suddenly became the 
loudest in crying out that the earrency was rained. 
But who rained ii? They say, the money power. 


According to them, this is some foul and ugly fiend, | 
which walks abroad in the dim twilight, with ut! 


setiled abode, without defined shape or form, but 
busy in working mischief to the sons of men, It 
is a sort of money goblia. But, according to 
others, it has its seat and residence in Wail street: 
it is that speculating, heartless money power, which 
fatiens upon the embarrassmenis and distresses of 
sober industry, and on the destruciion of all regu- 
jar business and sound credit. It causes the dis 
ease, and then renders itself necessary to the dis- 
eased. - It is in the hands of the brokers, the stock- 
jobbers, and exchange dealers, who have instigated 
the ruinous measures of the General Government. 
There is the real money power, the grea‘er part fo- 
reign, too, rejoicing in the downfall of our pros- 
perity, and gluuing themselves on the spoils of a 
ruined currency. For years bas this power been 
systematically working its way, like some foul dis- 
ease in the human constitution. Twelve years 
ago, I travelled in company with an agent of one 
of the Wall street establishments from Charleston 
to Norfolk. He inveighed bitterly against the 
United States Bank, whieh surprised me, because 
I had heard no one else speak against it. The rea- 
sons which appeared to infiuence bim had a dife- 
rent effect on my mind; the currency was not 
lamentably healthy; the ficid for money brokers 
was almost closed! And then the Southern banks 
were hostile also, because their issues returned 
upon them every six months; the far South could 
not establish real estate banks, instead of specie 
banks; the West was checked in the establishment 
of new banks! From that time 1 carefully marked 
every step in the progress of the war on the Na- 
tional Bank, and knew its source. A being, whom 


I hold in such detestation that I will not name him, 
was in my opinion the instrament, the pensioned 
instrument, employed to win the ear and kindle 
and feed the ire of that unhappy old. man, who, 
for our sins, was placed at the head of this Qo- 
vernment. Under that influence, the legislation of 
this once prosperous and growing country. was 
forced out of its natural and well defined channel, 
and lost among shallows and quicksands, . The 
safe barriers were broken down; the country. has 
been flooded by unsafe stock institutions, and dis- 
order and confusion now reign supreme. And 
what a harvest, what a field for that moneyed pow- 
er of brokers and shavers! And yet we hear both 
those who are the victims, and those who are the 
accomplices of this power, cry out, The currency 
is ruined, the currency is ruined—the money power 
has ruined us! Yes, but I repeat the question, 
Whe are the authors of this ruin? The Wall street 
brokers are the principal authors of it. The nation 
must open its eyes to the truth at last, and turn its 
attention to the real authors of this ruin—the mo- 
ney brokers, and the corrupt party politicians. 


DEBATE ON THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 
REMARKS OF MR. PRENTISS, 


OF VERMONT, 
In Senarn, Fepruary 12, 1841. 

The followieg resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Prentiss, coming up for consideration, 
viz. 

Resolved, That the act entitled An act granting half-pay 
and pensions to certain widows, approved July 7, 1838, ought 
not to be construed to derive any widow of ifs benefits in cèn- 
sequence of her having married after the decease of the 
husband for whose services she may ¢laim to be allowed 
a pension or annuity under said act, provided she was a 
wilow at the time the same was passed; and that the 
Comins on Pensions be instructed to report a billto that 
effect. 


Mr. PRENTISS said that he had been induced to 
present the subject in the general and compendious 
torm ef a resolution, in order to obtain the sense 
of the Senate upon it ina more summary and ex- 
peditious way than he could otherwise do, and to 
save the necessity, which he was always desirous 
to do, ef special legislation in particular cases. 
There were several cases before the Committee on 
Pensions, depending on the copsiruction of the act 
of 1338, granting annuities of pensions to cer- 
tain widows whose marriage took place before the 
year 1794, but not early enough to bring their 
cases within the pension act of 1836. The cases 
to which he referred, were cases where toe appli- 
canis were widows at the time of the passage of 
the act, and were still so, but had been married a 
second time, and on that account their applications 
had been rejected at the Pensien ofice. 1t seemed 
that, according to the construction which had been 
given to the zet, if the widew of an officer or 
soldier cf the Revolution,had married a second time 
she did not come within the act, and was not enti- 
led to its benefits, although she was a widow at 
the time the act was passed. The subsequent in- 
iervening marriage, though Jong since. dissolved, 
was held to deprive her of all tight under the act. 
It was this construction which was complained of 
in the petitions before the committee, and to bring 
the matter before the Senate fer its consideration 
and spesdy action was the specific purpose of the 
resolution. 

The doctrine which had obtained at the Pension 
Office, Mr. P. said, appeared to him to be clearly 
erroneous, and wholly unsustainable. He was at 
a joss to know on what reasoning, or upon what 
principie or rule of interpretation, it had been 
adopted. Wes it that by the second marriage the 
woman ceased to be a widow and became a. wife, 
and that, on the death of the second husband, she 
became his widow, and could not be regarded or 
treated asthe widow of the first and so did not 
come within the letter of the law? A wife he sup- 
posed, was a woman who had a busband; and a 
widow he took it, wasa woman whose husband 
was dead. The same woman might be a wife 
many times, and of course might be a widow many 
times; but however often she might marry and 
become a widow, she lost none of the rights be- 
longing to her in any instance in that character, or 
attached to or growing out of that relation at any 
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time it may have existed. A second marriage did 
not take away her right of dower as. widow of the 
first husband. Her right in his estate still con- 
tinued; and though the control of it might be vested 
in the second husband during the marriage, yet, 
when that ceased, she had the sole dominion over 
it asat first. Her choses in action, her rights of 
action, and all her former righ!s, left unappropri- 
ated by the husband, survived to her. The mar- 
riage did not extinguish, but operated merely as a 
suspension of these and other rights during its con- 
tinuance. In cases arising ander pauper laws, on 
the dissolution of the marriage, the settlement 
derived from the husband ceased, and the maiden 
seitlement revived and returned to the widow. If 
she had been married twice, and both husbands 
had „died, she was the widow of each of them, 
and might claim as the widow and in the right of 
either. ‘It did not follow from this that, under the 
pension laws, she could claim aud have two pen- 
sions. The laws did not allow a double pension 
to one and the same person. If she came within 
the act of 1836, she could not claim under the act 
of 1838; for the latter law provided only for such 
cases as were not embraced in the former. Buiif 
it was otherwise, and she might claim in the right 
ofthe first husband under one act, and in the right 
of the second husband under the other act, saeh rc- 
sult, if the legitimate effect of the laws themselves, 
could not authonze or excuse a construction at 
variance with the express ierms and plain mean- 
ing ofthe acts. ‘he general rules of law applica- 
ble to the subject were therefore clearly against 
the construction which had been adopted. But 
the question, after all, depented upon the act it 
self. And what did the act say? 


‘That if any person who served in the war of the Revolution 
in the manner specified in the act passed the seventh day of 
June, 1832, entitled “An act supplementary to the act for the 
relief of certain surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion,’ have died, leaving a widow, whose marriage took place 
after the expiration of the last period of his service, and bo- 
fore the first day of January, 1704, such widow shall be enticed 


to receive, for and during the term ol five years from the 
fourth day of March, 1836, the annuity or pension which might 
havo been allowed to her husband, in virtue ofsaid act, if 


living at the time tt was passed: Provided, That, in the event 
of the marriage of such widow, such annuity or pension shall be 
discontinued.” 

Now, what facts, Mr. P. wouldask, were ne- 
cessary 10 bring a case within the terms and niean- 
ing of the act? Why, 1. That the officer or 
soldier for whose services the annuity was claimed 
served in the war of the Revolation in the manner 
prescribed in the act; 2. That he died Jeaving a 
widow; and, 3. That the applicant was the person 
so lefta widow—her marriage having taken place 
within the time specified, and she being a widow 
at the time of passing the act, and still remaining 
so. These were the esssential requisites of the act; 
and, when they were made out, a clear case was 
made out, within the very terms of the Jaw. 

What (Mr. P. would ask again) did the act say? 
Why “that, if any person who served in the war 
of the Revolution, &e. have died, leaving a 
widow, whose marriage took place, &e. such 
widow,” tbat is the person so left a widow, “shall 
be entitled,” &c. The expression “such widow” 
was descriptive of person, and denoted the woman 
who was the wife of the efficer or soldier who had 
served as required, and was left by hima widow. 
Apply the same phraseology to other subjects, and 
how would it be understood? Suppose it should 
be enacted, and Mr. P. believed the statutes of 
some of the States did so enact in terms, that if 
any person should die intestate, leaving a widow, 
such widow should be entitled to dower in her 
deceased husband’s estate: no one, it would seem, 
would be at a loss to know what was meant by 
such an enactment, or would allow himseif to think 
fora moment that the right of dower, although it 
was aright resting in action only, would be lost 
bya second marriage, cr that the woman would 
be incapable of asserting her right in the first hus- 
band’s estate as his widow, because she had mar- 
ried again and become the widow of a second 
husband.. It was further to be observed, that the 


widow was to have “the annuity or pension which- 


might have been allowed to her husband, if living,” 
that is, which might have.been allowed to the per- 
son who served in the war of the Revolation, and 
died leaving hera widow. The husband’s services 


were the meritorious cause or consideration of the | 


annuily, and it was intended to give to the person : 


who had been his wife, and become his widow, 
tbe same annuity or pension he would have been 
entitled to if she had not survived him. 

Such (Mr. P. said) would appear to be the only 


exposition which the act was capable of receiving. ; 
The right to the snauity was given ia absolute | 


terms, to be held and enjoyed for the term of five 
years, subject only to the condition “that, in tbe 
event of the marriage of such widow, such annuity 
or pension shail be discontinued.” The condition 
was a condition subsequent, depending on a con- 
ungency afterwards to happen. In the event of a 
future marriage, the annuity was ‘to be discon- 
tinued: in oiher words, it was not to go to the fu- 
ture husband, but to cease. This was the only con- 
dition the act contained; and it was a rule of inter- 
pretation that the expression of one condition or 
exceplion was an exclusion of all other conditions 
or exceptions. The maxim, expressio unius est 
exclusio al/erius, applied to things as well as to 
persous. To deprive an applicant, ther, of the 
annuity, on account of her having married a second 
time, she being a widow atthe time the act was 
passed, and still continuing unmarried, was no- 
thing short of an arbitrary and unwarrantable in- 
troduction, by way of construction of a new con- 
dition, or rather exception, into the act. 

The actof 1838 was a literal transcript of the 
act of 1836, with this difference only, that the act 
1836 required the marriage to have taken place 
beiore the expiration ef the last period of the 
husband’s service, and gave the pension to the 
widow during the time she should remain unmar- 
ried. In no other particular whatever, except 
these two, was there even the slightest verbal 
variance between the two acts. The form of ex- 
Pression throughout both was otherwise exactly 
the same; and it was worthy of special notice, that 
it having been held by the Exccutive officers, under 
the act of 1836, that an intervening second mar- 
riage deprived the widow of the pension given by 
it, Congress, in 1837, passed an expianatory aci, de- 
claring that rhe besefits of the act of 1836 should 
not be withheld from any widow in conseqnence 
of ber having married after the decease of the hus- 
band for whose services she might claim io be 
allowed a pension, provided she was a widow at 
the time the act was passed. It vould hardly have 
been expected, after this declaratory act, this 
legislative expresssion of the sense and meaning 
of the aci cf 1836, that the act of 1838 would re- 
ceive a constrection which had been repudiated by 
Congress in reference ‘o an act in language identi- 
cally the same. 

‘he question (Mr. P. said) was not whether the 
act of 1838 was founded in justice or policy, 
whether it was expedient or inexpedient, or 
whether it ought to have been passed cr not. The 
act was the law of the land, and the question 
was, whether the law should be administered fairly 
and impartially, and be executed in good faith, 
according to its plain meaning and intention. 


SPEECH OF MR. MONROE, 
{OF NEW YORK. 


In the House of Representatives, February 3, 1841—On 
the bill providing for an issue of Treasury notes, 
The House being in Committee of the Whole on 

the state of the Union, [Mr. Caszy, of Illinois, in 

the chair,] on the bill to authorize an isssue of 

Treasury notes; and the question being on the 

motion to strike out the enacting clause: 

Mr. MONROE rose and said: Mr, Chairman, 

I have no disposition to debate this bill. I had 

hoped it would have been suffered to pass with 

such diseussion as had been given to it by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. But, contrary to my 
expectations and my hopes, the debate has taken 

a very great latitude. Gentlemen have discussed 

the Florida war; they have discussed the tobacco 

trade; they have discussed the policy of General 

Harrison’s administration in advance, without pre- 

tending to know wHat that policy will be; in short, 

topics of all kinds have been brought to bear upon 
the consideration of this bill, many of them having 

not the slightest legitimate connection with it, I 


am not myself disposed “to take up more than 


twenty or thirty minutes of the time of the eom- 


mittee, I find, from the statements made by the 
regular organ of the Administration in this Houze, 
the Chairmen of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, [Mr. Jonzs,] that the Government is 
without the necessary funds to carry on its operas 
tions; aud much as lam opposed to this plan of 
issuing Treasury notes, (to which Iam in princi 
ple opposed,) yet we seem reduced to the alterna- 


tive either of suffering the wheels of Government’: 


to stand still, without the means to pay its honest 
debts, or of resorting ;to this plan of raising imme- 
diate funds for its support. 

The Administration party in this House tell us 
thal you cannol raise money by any other mode 
in lime to: meet the exigency. I deny it. If you 
would issue Government bonds, bearing interest 
at 5 per cent.1 have no doubt that they could be 
disposed of freely: at any moment in the money 
markets of the United States. I do not question 
teat you could faise twenty millions of dollars, if 
you needed it, within thirty days. But that would 
not answer ihe object of the Adminisiration party 
in this House. They desire no national debt; you 
must not give this thing the nameof a loan—for 
that, they tell you, would be creating a national 
debt; whereas, by issuing Treasury notes, you are 
but using the faith of the Government for the. pur- 
pose of anticipating its resourcesa short time. L 
will not detain the committee with any disquisitions 
on that point. I find that the Government is with- 
cut the means of paying its just debts. Iam de- 
sirens to grant those means in some form or other; 
and I am not inclined to make war upon an Admi- 
nistration now about to resign its power. We have 
bal enough’ of that; for the last eight or ten years, 
deaunsiations have been dealt out with an unspar- 
ing hand. They may retire, so far as Tam con- 
cerned, without denunciation. I make none; I 
have disapproved their measures; I have opposed 
them to the best of my ability; the people have 
rendered a verdict against them, and I, for one, 
am willing that they shouid go in peace. Ido not 
approve the course whict has been adopted towards 
that party. I think they should have been per- 
mitted to go ont of power with all the quietness 
and deceney possible.. I have no wish to assail 
them. 1 know that there are many honest men of 
that party, in this House and this nation, who 
differ honestly with me, aud who, F believe, would 
not remain a single hour in the ranks of that party 
if they did not believe its motives to be pure and 
its intentionshouest. If J believed that a majority 
of the two great parties now so nearly balanced, 
n opposing each other, musinecessarily oppose the 
institutions and the welfare of+our country, I 
would not live in the land. Pride of opinion, we 
know, induces men to go further in their support 
of measures and men than their candid judgment 
will sanction. They go along, step by step, until 
at last it isimpossib'e for them to proceed with 
their ewn approbation, or to retrace their steps 
without incurring reproach and denunciation. I 
have no desire to touch the acts of this Adminis- 
tration until General Harrison shall take the place 
to which the people have called him. If there is 
the corruption in the several departments which 
we believe to exist, let us wait only a short time 
and we shall know its extent; and I believe that 
the Whig party will carry out in sincerity and 
geod faith the reforms to which it has pledged it 
self before the whole people. 

Gentlemen have thought proper to take up the 
lime of the committee for several days past in “de- 
fining their positions.” I wish they had not done so, 
because the business of the country might have 
gone on more rapidly; but, as the example has 
been set, I must consume a few minutes in “de- 
fining my position” also. In doing this, I shall 
speak for myself alone—I shall not speak for 
General Harrison. Ofhis opinions and intentions 
I know no more than any. other individual here; 
and I shali leave his acts and his measure to be 
passed upon when they shall be laid before the 
country. Of one thing, however, Iam satisfied— 
that, be these acts or measures what they may, 
General Harrison can do nothing worse than has 
already been done by those who are about to resign 
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© their power into his hands. Those who have had 
> any acquaintance with my public career, know that 
< Į did not enter the ranks of the Opposition from the 
` mere love of opposition, I should have been glad 


to haveseen the Jast (as well as the present) Admi- 
nistration go on successfully in a course of policy 
calculated jto promote the great in'erests of this 


© nation, and to. have given my feeble support to 
© them. 


Towards its head I have always mam- 
tained personal good feeling, coupled to an un- 


© feigned solicitude that he might so administer the 
' Government as to secure the great purposes for 


which it was designed. Believing that he had not 
done so, I early threw myself into the Opposition 
against General Jackson’s administration. I be. 
lieved that he was usurping ail the doubtful powers of 
the Constitution, and I went against him. And 
when the present Administration came into power, 


_hadthey done what was right, I would have gone 


with them. I have, therefore, gone with General 
Harrison; { will support his administration just so 
long as I think it is right, and no longer. I am 
under no obligation to him or any other man ‘who 
may be called to the helm of this Government, to 
support him one hour longer than I can epprove 
his measures and believe that they will promete 
the interest and the welfare of cur common country; 
no, nota moment. And I care not whether he js 
ia favor of a Bank of the United States—of a dis- 


tribution ef the proceeds of the sales of the public | 
P p 


lands—or of a tariff; I shall lock at his measures 
asa whole, and, as such, i shall pass my ja 
ment upon them. If i believe that there is enough 
of good in those measures, { shail support them— 
if L believe they are fraught with evil, I will op- 
pose them. This has “been my uniform course, 
and I pledge myself to men’ of all parties that E 
shall not depart. from it for the time to come. Í 
am not going to talk abont my patriotism, nor am 
I willing. to judge in advance what are to be the 
measures of Genera! Harrison; I leave his policy to 
him, simply remarking that, whatever it may be, 1 
shall watch it narrowly. 

The question of the tariff has been brought up 
during the discussion on this Treasury note bill. 
l have been a glose observer of the course of 
Southern gentlemen on this floor and elyewhere; and 
Inow say, with all respect, that itis my honest 
conviction that you cannot get any one Soutbern 
man, giving him a week to do itin, to bring ina 
tariff bill which any other Southern man will ap- 
prove. In other words, I do not believe you can 
get any two Southern men to agree upon a tariff for 
this country. Nay, Igo further, and say that if, 
perchance, they should agree upon a bill and 
should both vote for it, one or.the other would, at 
the very next meeting of Congress, move its repeal 
or modification. There isa total want of affinity 
in all their views. The gentleman from South 
Carolina, near me, [Mr. Pickmns,] asks me whe- 
ther Northern men can agree? I say, yes; and the 
reason is to be traced directly to the common 
school system-—to that practical, scund, common 
Sense derived from these schools. And with all 
the pride which I feel at the recollection that I 
was born in the South, though at very early years 
I went to the North, I will say that, notwith- 
standing all the professions we hear, I do not 
think that there is any more individual honesty in 
the South than in the North; I am disposed, how- 
ever, to give to the South a litle more. credit for 
liking constitutional abstractions and for dealing in 
technicalities, about which, as I have stated, no 
two men amongst them can agree. They teli you 
here that they willnot go fora duty ou silke and 
wines. Why? “Gentlemen of the South (say 


they) watch this thing well; these men from the | 
Worth, who understand their interests better than — 


you do, may commence with a pin, but they will 
secure a large entering wedge before they have 
done; be on your guard, therefore.” Now, sir, I 
say that,so far as I know and believe, there is no 
intention in the North to attempt such a violation 
of the rights of the South as is here indicated. The 
simple question is, what will Southern gentlemen 
on this floor tell us they are willing to tax in order 
to create a revenue? I want none of their abstrae- 
tions. I donot want them to tell me that we do 
not require money. I know as much about that 


‘Southera ground. 
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asthey do. 
willing to tax in order to raise revenue? Let them 
name the articles; and I will undertake to say that 
my friends will meet their views, if even they 
should partially militate against the interests of the 
North. Let gentlemen from the South name any 
fair thing, and adhere toit, and we will make a 
compromise with them’ Some years ago they 
came here and demanded a modification of the 
tariff, which resulted in the actcommonly known 
as the compromise act. Atthat time it was urged 
in theS uth that luxuries oughtto be taxed. Well; 
the North said, if necessary, tax them. The com- 
promise bil passed, and now the South tells the 
North, you shall not tax these luxuries, because, 
though you may commence with a pin, you will 
make a large entering wedge before you have 
done. Sir, that is not our mode of proceeding. 
The North asks the South to adhere to the com- 
promise act; they do not desire to disturb it. But 
the South comes now and takes a direct issue with 
the North upon Northern principles, on the score 
of what? Of the great watchfulness of the South 
onf the tariff question, 

‘There are two subjeets which Southern gentle- 
men on this floor seem extremely tenacious of 
keeping up. Why, I know not. I admit the 
generosity, the talent, and the high mindedness of 
the South; but it would be well, I think, if they 
could diseover some other objects on which to test 
their abtactions, They have taken up abolition 
with a great noise, and that matter being about 
used up, they have gone back and taken Northern 
ground on the tariff, and assumed that ashigh-toned 
We are without revenne; and 
now ihe simple question whieh arises is this: Will 
the Congress of the United States tax certain arti- 
eles. of luxury (or, if you choose to say manufac- 
tures, be itso) for the purpose of raising revenue? 
We only ask you to name the articles from which 
revenue shall be derived, because we must have it; 
no man ¢oubts that, let him read the Secretary’ 
report as moch as he pleases. What the amoant 
may be, is net go certain—-gentlemen differ about 
in The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Brack] 
has proved to the entire satisfaction of himeelf, 
and, Isuppese, of his political friends, if of no one 
els», that his object is to avoid increasing the re- 
venue, because, he says, we shall bave, in the 
course of two years, by an ad valorem duty of 20 
percent. a revenue of thirty-two millions of dol- 
lars; and he fears, if it is increased, that there will 
he a serawb!ing for the loaves and fishes. I have 
no such fear; at al) events, f can assure him that 
his distirguvished friend in the other wing of the 
Capitol [Mr. CaLmoun] will look warily to that 
matter at the proper lime. 

ft is not my intention to speak to Southern 
gentlemen in a disrespectful manner; and had I not 
myself been born in the South, I would not bave 
spoken so plainly as I have done, But I feel 
authorized to take great Jatitude in these matters. 
I do not come here forgetting that I was born in the 
South, alhough I am a representative from a 
Northern State; nordo I wish to claim any thing 
from the South beyond what] am willing the 
South should claim from me. But in telling them 
that our commen schools of the North have en- 
lightened our citizens—ihat the plain common 
sense education which we give. to our youth bas 
fitted them forthe business of the world, and has 
enabled them to jump over the abstractions with 
which my friends of the South are eternally an- 
posing themselves and us, I tell them no more 
than the truth. It was well enough to discuss 
these things under the colonial system. [Mr. M. 
here adverted to the course ofeducation pursved 
under the colonial system, and its effects on the 
character and minds of the young men of the 
country, but he was not heard distinctly by the 
reporter, Mr. M. then proceeded as follows:] 

We have all learned that this is a better Govern- 
ment now than it was supposed to be at the time of 
its formation; and every man of us will rally in its 
defence, no matter what his education may have 
been. 

There is another thing to be taken into considera- 
tion. With all their national feelings, Southern 
gentlemen may be better read in the Constitution 


But, Jet them tell me what they are j 


= 


H. of Reps. 
than we are—they watch it with a°closer vigilance : 
than we do—as the weaker man will watch the 
movements of his stronger adversary with a keen 
and fixed contemplation. The balance of power 
we know is not exactly even. But let us alone in 
the North—our eyes are upon you—and we regard, 
your rights much more than you suppose. And’ 
although you may understand constitutional ques- 
tions better than we do in the North, yet, let me 
say, the North is not less patriotic or less national; 
and though the men of. the North may be very 
careful of their own interests, yet that they will 


show as ready a hand and as good a sword in the 


common defence as ever the South can boast; that 
they will give their blood as freely and come 
up to the line, if need be, in the day of battle, 
with as little dodging as the South or any portion 


. of it. 


One word in relation to protection. In am not 
in favor of protecting manufactures; but I will take 


| the ronble to show what Mr. Madison thought of 


that asa question of right. Iam- not going to dis- 
cuss the subject. I want nothing of that kind be. 
yond what the compromise act gives us. I have 
not a dollar inthe manufacturing interests. But 
simply for the purpose of showing what was Mr. 
Madison’s view of the constitutional power, I will- 
read the preamble of the second law passed by 
Congress in 1789, and which was draughted by > 
him. [tis in the following words: 

“Whereas it is necessary forthé support of Government, 
for the discharge of debts of the United States, and the 


encouragement and protection of manufacturers, that du- 
ties be laid on goods, wares, and merchandises imported. 


Now, Mr. Madison thought that the right to pro- 
tect did exist, or he would not have stated so in 
this law. My friend from Virginia (Mr. Wise] 
will not gainsay any thing that was ever pro- 
claimed by that iRusuious man. And let me say 
that E myself defer to his authority the more 
willingly because he did not deal quite so much in 
abstractions as some gentlemen, professing to be 
his followers, do. f 

Mr. Wise. here rose, and desired to know 
whether the gentleman from New York [Mr. Mon- 
ror] had been educated in one of the common 
schcols of ihe North? 

Mr. Monroz said he had received precious 
little education any where, but he knew one 
thing. that he had lived too long in the South in 
his carly years to have received any thing like a 
practical education. 

Mr. Wise. Then I have had the advantage of 
the gentleman; for I was educated in the schools of 
tae Nerth. 

Mr. Monror. Then you have had a great ad- 
vantage over me in having been educated any 
where. And this aceounts for the removal of 
local prejudices, the liberal feeling, practical de- 
ductions and illastrations of my friend from 
Virginia, (Mr. Wise] Though I do not concur 
in whole with his remarks the other day, I confess 
that I listened with pleasure to them, and that I ac- 
corded my approbation to much that fell from bim. 
And here Jet me say thatthe honorable gentleman 
has publicly expressed that which I and many of 
our friends on this floor in private have de- 
clared. 

I kope that I shall not be understood as in- 
tending, by any remarks I may make in relation to 
the common schools of the North, to cast any-re~ 
fiection upon my friends of the South. However 
much my friend from Virginia and myself may 
differ as to national policy, no one will question 
his patriotism and purity of intention; aad I take 
pleasure, and it is due to him, tosay, that, what - 
ever may be his difference of opinion with political 
friends, there is no member on this floor who has 
more the personal confidence, respect, and good 
feelings of this House, without regard to party, 
than the gentleman himself. i 

I have one word to say in reply to my colleague 
from New York, [Mr. Baswarp.| He has laid 
down rather a broader basis of action,in the re- 
marks he made, than I am willing to sanction. 
But he was dealing only in generalities; and I do 
not doubt that, When he comes to particulars, he 
and I shall agree perfectly well. There was not 
much of abstraction, however, in what he said— 
there was a straightforward candor about it that 
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rather alarmed me. F was a litile afraid that he 
was letting out rather more tban General Harrison 
would venture to confirm. But my colleague can 
make a speech for himself. We shall`be here, I 
suppose, as we are in New York—we shall have 
much to do to keep ourselves in power—-and all we 
can say is, that we will sustain General Harrison 
so longas he is right. New York will not. sup- 
port him if he isin the wrong. She repudiated her 
own son—notwithstanding State pride and perso- 
nal good feeling could not have rallied far short of 
twenty thousand votes in his favor. I cast mine 
against him with much reluctance. If I could 
have got from him any thing like the shadow of a 
promise that he would put away from him the cor- 
rupt men (I speak not of his Cabinet) who have 
been brought into office, and who have introduced 
into this Government the abuses and iniquities 
which have so long prevaded it, I would still have 
gone with him. {do atthe same time believe 
that, had the President known the character of 
these men, there are nine out of every ten ef them 
whom he would never have appointed. The 
ratio of qualification has been reduced within ten 
or twelve years more than 80 per crnt.—almost as 
heavy a ratio as.that in which my friend’s tobacco 
{Mr. TrirLerrT] is taxed in France. And I went 
against Mr. Van. Buren because I believed that 
the great moral principles upcn which this Governs 
ment was based could not be sustained unless our 
offices were filled with men of ialent, capacity, and 
honesty. Sometimes, to be sure, he has appointed 
men of talents; in other instances he has jumped 
over every the ordinary requisites of a common 
school education; and, in others, he has appointed 
men to take charge of public concerns whom he 
would not have entrusted with his own private 
affairs—-men who could not do that which was 
honest; for my experience teaches me that if men 
will cheat you before they get into office, they 
are not apt to let a chance for doing so escape them 
after, 


My Colleague from New York [Mr. Barnano] 
has not attempted to compromit any portion of this 
House, but he has laid down his plans preity 
broadly; and I have a word to say asto some of 
them. 


Mr. Barnarp asked the gentleman to specify 
when, or in what particular, he had laid down too 
broadly. 

Mr. Monroe. I will go into particular: soon; 
for instance as to internal improvements. 


Mr. Barnard., I know that in various quarters 
of the House some portion, and probably this por- 
tion, of my remarks has been objected to, upon the 
ground that they were too broad—that I go for 
too much—for too muchexpenditure. Now, if the 
remarks I made here should be written out and 
published, and gentlemen will do me the justice 
to look at them, they will find that, from the be- 
ginning to the end, I recommended no system of in- 
ternal improvement whatever. I do complain that 
this Administration has abandoned a system of 
works, partly executed, in the midst, and suffered 
them to run into dilapidation and decay. I do 
not contend that all the works which have been un- 
‘dertaken should be carried. on; probably some of 
them" should be abandoned. But none of us sup- 
pose that’ all should be abandoned, and I am in 
favor of finishing those which should not. I go 
for the improvement of harbors and rivers; and 
whenever the improvement of a harbor or river is 
conceded by the good sense of the Government, as 
well as of the whole country, to be proper, I say it 
should be made. That is my position. Bat I 
took no particular ground. 1 do not specify what 
the particular improvements are, nor how much 
money should be expended, ner any thing about 
them. 


I will add that I do not think my friend and col- 
league will ever find me voting fora single harbor 
or river which he would not himself go for. 

Mr. Monror. The allusion I made to my 
colleague (Mr. BARNARD] has answered one good 
purpose, ‘at least, in bringing him to the floor to 
explain his own position; and I *trust that his ex- 
planation will quiet the conscience of the gentle- 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Buacs.] I hope it may 
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have that effect, for he really manifested much 
solicitude on the subject. 

[Mr. Aurorp, of Georgia, here addressed the 
iuquiry to Mr. Monnoz: What effect do you 
think a tariff on silks and wines would have on the 
cotton of my region of country?] 

Mr. Monroe. I will answer the inquiry 
promptly. My friend from Georgia [Mr. ALrorp] 
endeavored yesterday to get the floor, but did not 
succeed. [ was sorry he did not; because I think, 
if he had, it would have saved me the necessity,of 
taking it to-day. But as regards the effect which a 
taxon silks and wines would have on his cotton, 
Iam satisfied that, with all the ingenuity which 
Southern gentlemen can bring to bear on the sub- 
ject, and with all the arguments they can possibly 
advance, they cannot show that it will have any 
effect in reducing the price of their cotton the 
smallest part of a farthing; ner do I know that it 
would have the effect of increasing the price. I 
cannot see how the thing is possible. Yet this I 
will say, that if the gentleman from Georgia 
Should succeed in obtaining the floor, and should 
convince me that such a` tax would militate aught 
against the South or any of its interests, I will go 
But I cannot dis- 
cover how it can be. I know that, not having the 
kind of education peculiar to my friends of the 
South, I may be at faultin these things. But Ido 
say, here in my place, that a tax on luxuries seems 
to me to be the most equitable that can be devised. 
I speak of luxuries which the working-classes do 
not use, and which the wealthy (I will not say the 
superior classes, for there is no such distinction 
made by an American) do use. I say Juxuries 
ought to be taxed. Does a laboring man on my 
farm drink wine habitually? No. Well, I do not 
want to pnta tax upon silks to preveat his wife 
wearing a silk gown; but where his wife does not 
buy more than one in a year, and my family buy 
ten or a dozen to that one, I tax myself; I put that 
tax where it ought to be. So with wines. When 
the laboring man drinks no wine, and I drink 
wine as freely as I desire, I am willing to pay for 
it—not merely such an amount as will pay the 
importer, but such an additional amount as will 
bring revenue into the Treasury, and in some de- 
gree relieve the laboring class from taxation. If 
you want no more money—if your tariff is all 
Tight—leave it so, But if you do require money— 
if your tarif is not adequate to all the indispen- 
sable purposes of the Government, then I say I 
am willing to tax any thing that the South will 
name; let it be my carriage or my horses, or what 
itymay, I will go with them. Bat I think they do 
not treat us with entire fairness in declining to 
name any one thing on waich they are willing a 
tax should be imposed. 

One word further. If your revenue is exactly 
what it should be now, if you really do not want 
another dollar, I, for one, would relieve the tax 
upon certain articles that are now taged and nsed 


by the laboring classes, and I would lay it, where- 


it ought to be laid, upon luxuries, even if I wanted 
to derive precisely the same revenue we have now, 
and no more. Wehave no intention of interfering 
with the compromise act; no man at the North en- 


tertains such an idea—I, at least, never heard of | 


one who did. Every dictate of honor, every prin- 
ciple of justice, every feeling that should exist in 
the heart of an American, forbids it. But, at the 
same time, I say to my friends from all parts of the 
country, if you have deficient fands at the present 
to answer the carrent wants of the present year, 
your duty is not yet ended; you must not stop 
there. You have other objects to accomplish; you 
cannot suffer your country to remain in the defence- 
Jess condition in which she now is. You are not 
in a state to meet a foreign foe. If you do that 
which, I believe, your duty as statesman requires 
you todo, you will not abandon this Hall without 
appropriating at least three millions of dollars for 
the increase of your Navy, and three millions for 
your fortifications and your harbors. If you bave 
enough for the present moment, be assured you 
have not enough forthe future. You have been 
fast asleep in all matters connected with your Navy, 
your Army, your fortifications, and every thing 
else--as if we never again were to have a war. 


Jan. 1841 
. H, of Reps. 


| I have seem enough of the polities of the world for 

the last ten years to satisfy me that there are yet 
enough of bad passions, selfish motives, and rest- 
less ambition to bring a war upon us at any mo- 
ment. I say its flames may be kindled ina mo- 
ment; that we ought to put our country in a state 
of preparation for it; and that we are bound to do 
so. I see, indeed, no prospect of war to-morrow, 
nor the next day, nor withinthe year, if you please; 
but there may be soon—there may be in less than 
five years. There is no wisdom, there is no policy, 
in. this slip-shod mode of legislating for the coun- 
try—nor is there any necessity for it. Itis disre- 
putable, it is unworthy the Representatives of a 
free people; andI wilt go for an increase of the re- 
venue for the purpose of putting our country in a 
state of defence, whenever we can do so without 
a violation of the compromise act. I have no pre- 
dilection for being whipped by a foreign foe; but 
whipped we certainly shall be one of these days if 
awar should come and find us in the defenceless 
condition in which we now are. 
Ha war comes, I shall take my chance; but I say 
that we ought to raise a revenue from some source 
for the purpose of placing our Army or Navy, and 
our coast defences in a proper condition. Iam 
not in favor of an unnecessary increase of the 
Army, but I wish to see it in a proper condition; I 
wish to put our forts in to a state of defence; I wish 
to build steam-ships, to be ready in case of need; 
and, if not needed, and they rot, why, supply their 
places with others. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not wish to consume more 
of the time of the Committee. I have already 
said much more than I intended, I will not now 
Say any thing as to adistribution of the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands; nor will I enter into 


any discussion upon the Fiorida war, and all such | 


matters. I will conclude by saying that, though I 
know nothing of the policy which General Harrison 
intends to pursue, yet I shall support himand his 
measures so long ax I believe them to be conducive 
to the public good. I hope ke will take his course 
firmly, and witha single eye to the welfare of his 
country. I believe that, .if Mr. Van Buren had 
done so—if he had directed his attention more to 
the discharge of his duty tothe Constitation and 
the laws, and less to his own political prospectr—if 
he had looked more to our foreign policy and less 
to his own domestic policy—I say I believe he 
would not now have been called upon, by the over- 
whelming voice of the freemen of this land, so 
soon to descend from his high political station. I 
trust his example may serve as a beacon to a!l who 
may succeed him. 


DEBATE ON THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 
‘SPEECH OF MR. WISE, 


OF VIRGINIA, 

In the House of Representatives, January 27, 1841— 
On the bill providing for an issue of Treasury 
notes. i 
Mr. WISE, having obtained the floor on the 

question to strike out the enacting clause of the 

bill to authorize an issue of Treasury notes, in the 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

rose and said— 

Mr. Chairman: Before I proceed to discuss the 
question before the committee, I beg leave to prove 
a fact which I stated the other day, by the permission 
of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Bagnanp,] 


when he had the floor, and which, I am informed, _ 


was contradicted by a member from Ohio, [Mr. 
Duwcan,] when I was not in my seat. 

The gentleman from New York was speaking of 
facts in his possession going to show that there is 
an unknown, unliquidated amount of publie debt 
now outstanding, and the payment of which has 
probably been postponed by the present Adminis- 
tration, to fall upon those who are tosuceeed. As 
corroborating and establishing this fact, I obtained 
the gentieman’s permission to state that, during the 
last fall's political campaign, I bad put into my 
hands two circulars, signed by the superintendent 
of works at Oid Point Comfort and the Rip Raps, 
notifying the owners of slaves who were laborers 
on those works that these Jaborers would not be 
paid until the first day of January thereafter, or, 


Tam no alarmist. ` 
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perhaps, not until the r-t day of April next; and 
further, that the pay of the laborers, after a given 
day, would be reduced from sixty to fifty cents per 
diem. In verification of this statement I now pro- 
duce, from the Richmond Whig of the 25th inst. 
the following as a true copy of the circulars I saw 
addressed to different individuals: 


“ENGINEER’S OFFICE, 
“OLD Point Comrort, August 18, 1840. 

“ggr: Vou are hereby informed thatthe laborers employed 
on the fortifications in Hampton Roads will not be paid until 
the Ist day of January, or, should the Government prefer it, 
until the Jat day of April next. 

“You are also informed that, under the present circumstances, 
the pay_of the laborers, afier the Ist day of September next, 
will be fixed at fifty cents per day, instead of sixty cents, which 
is now paid for them. 5 

“I am, with respect, sir, your obedient servant, 

“R. E. De RUSSY, Lieut. Col. Engineers, 

“To Mr. Wm. Jennines, Hampton.” Fe 


Two circulars like this, in every word and 
figure, were placed in my hands at Hampton, and 
I have one now, in manuscript, signed by this 
same officer, Lieut. Col. R. E. De Russy, who, I 
am confident, would not have issued such circu- 
lars without authority from the War Department. 
In vindication, sir, of that officer, I now ask my 
honorable colleague [Mr. Jones] whether he knows 
that the Secretary of War did cause to be issued 
authority for this circular? 

{Mr. Jones of Virginia said that, after a conver- 
sation with his colleague, [Mr. Wise] he (Mr. 
Jones) had called on the Secretary of War to as- 
certain the facts of the case; he had expected that he 
should, ere this, have received a written commu- 
nication on the subject; he had, however, under- 
stood the Secretary of War to state that, under the 
power conferred upon the President by the act of 
the last session, to postpone the appropriations for 
fortifications, &c. written instructions were given to 
the superintendents of the works from which it was 
proposed to withhold the appropriations, to dis- 
charge the laborers employed on them; retaining as 
many as might be necessary to preserve and take 
care of alarge amountof perishable property be- 
longing to the United States. Thar this course was 
‘rendered necessary in consequence of an appre- 
hended deficiency in the Treasury, which would 
put it outof the power of the Department to ad- 
vanes funds for these objects, until the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1841, or the 1st of April; and that the laborers 
employed should have notice of these instructions, 
as well as the owners of slaves, where slaves were 
employed, and that it was at the earnest request of 
the laborers themselves, that they were allowed to 
go on, with a distinet understanding that they 
would not be paid until either the Ist of January or 
the Ist of April, at the pleasure of the Government, 
As tothe reduction ef wages, of which his col- 
league spoke, he hadcalled the attention of the 
Secretary to that subject also; and his answer was, 
that there existed no good reacon, in hig opinion, 
why the persons employed on the publie works 
should be paid higher wages than were received 
by those doing like service in other places; and 
that the wage paid were a full equivalent for the 
services performed. ] 

Mr. Wiss. I thank my colleague for his frank 
answer, which coafirms my statement, and shows 
that Lt. Col. R. E. De Russy had authority for is- 
suing this circular. My object was to show by the 
statement that there is an outstanding public debi— 
unknown, unliquidated, unmeasured. Burl now 
go further, and say that payment for work and la- 
bor done and performed and for goods furnished for 
Government has been postponed without notice to 
creditors before the work was done, or the goods 
furnished. I have a witness on this floor who, I 
believe, is himself a public creditor, without notice 
before the debt was contracted, to whom payment 
has, in like manner, been postponed. I refer to 
my colleague from the Norfolk district, [Mr. Mar- 
LORY,] and ask him to state whether such be not the 
fact, 

(Mr. Marrory, in answer to the call of his col- 
league, observed that the statement made by Mr. 
Wise, save in one particular, was substantially 
correct. The Government was not indebted to Mr. 
M. fot any thing, whatever it might be to his neigh- 
bors. The circular just read to the Honse he 
could vouch for, haying seen several last summer 
in the hands of his constituents, who were not a 
little surprised at the notice, but who, having re- 


tsined their slaves for the purpose of working on 
these forifications, had no choice left but to keep 
them at home in idleness, or to trust the United 
States for their wages. The officer superintending 
these works, he well knew, had not acted without 
instructions from headquarters, and he felt assured 
that his neighbors had made no such application as 
that ailuded to in the letter of the Secretary of 
War read at the Clerk’s desk a few cays ago. ‘Fhis 
postponement preceeded, doubtless, from the “tight- 
ness im the Treasury,” to use the words of his cel- 
league, [Mr. Jones.] and to show how great was 
this “tightness,” Mr. M. stated that he had been in- 
formed by those in whom he placed every reliance, 
thatthe bread and meat furnished on Government 
account to the laborers on these works was not 
even paid for, to say nothing of the wages of these 
men, which remained unpaid since August last. 
But the “tightness in the Treasury” went even fur- 
ther than this postponement of the price of labor 
and bread. A bill of $9 for surveying a small 
piece of land, purchased by the United States for 
the use of Fort Monroe, was presented, and pay- 
ment deferred for the want of funds. This he had 
from the surveyor himself, a few days before leav- 
ing home. Mr. M. said he had been wont to charge 
the honorable Secretary of the Treasury with per- 
mitting a habit of “looseness” (as Mr. V. M Ga- 
tesche would say) to work on the Treasury, but he 


regretted this running ints another extreme, which. 


had occasioned a tightness that greatly incom- 
moded and injured those in Government employ.] 

Mr. Wise. It matters not, sir, whether the post- 
ponement of payment was for work done, or to be 
done; the work is done by this time, and the pay- 
ment is postponed. Ihave proved more than ali f 
stated. Ido not usually attempt fo prove my as- 
sertions. I have taken the trouble to do it in this 
instance, because I am informed that a communi- 
cation directed to the member from Ohio [Mr 
Duncan] from the Secretary of War seemed to 
contradict my statement. 

[Here several gentlemen said to Mr. Wise, “No, 
it is only substantially the same as what Mr. Jones 
says, which confirms your statement.” 

Mr. Wim continued. I have never seen or 
heard i, nor do I care what it contains. I should 
not be surprised if it contradicted not only my 
statement, but the Hon. Secretary’s own statement 
to my colleague, [Mr. Jongs,] as well as the files 
of the Department itself. No matter what is its 
character for veracity, I like not the mode in 
which it comes before this committee. This is nol 
the first time that, whilst a debate has been pending 
here or in the House, the practice has been pursued 
of running off to the Heads of Depariments to get 
written, unofficial communications to contradict or 
to pnzzle members. These Secretaries had much 
bever come at once, uke royal Ministers, into the 
Commons, budget in hang, where they can be ca- 
techised and cross-examined npon ihe evidence in 
their possession, which they may now hold back 
or reveal at will, as may suit their purposes to con- 
ceal or disclose. We bave had, during the Jast 
summer, an example of how this power has been 
abused by this same Secretary. This is a bad 
practice, and onght to be abolished. T am also in- 
formed that, in my absence from my seat, the 
member from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] made some per- 
soral allusion to me: thai be said, after telling 
some gentleman he had “gone off half cocked,” 
that I had perhaps “fired before my time.” Sir, it 
mutters not whai that member says of me. Ino- 
tice no personalties from that quarter. Sorae gen- 
tlemen know, and itis well they do, that I fire quick, 
and that T hit, too, when I fire. “Atall even's, Cam 
not one of these oldrasty fire-leeks which, without 
flint, or “steel in the firzen,” are everlastingly snap- 
ping, and never fire ! 

Having cleared the decks of this matter of fact, 
I now proceed to the regular debate. 

Sir, I freely pardon my friend from Kentucky 
{Mr. Pore] for depriving me of the floor. Tam 
sure he intended no injnstice er disrespect, and 
would not have insisted on his claim to the floor if 
he had understood the case as I did. He was, m- 
deel, from age, experience, and ability, entitled to 
the precedence of me or almost any other gentle- 
man in the House. Jam glad that he preceded me 


in debate, and that I obtained the benefit of his en- 
lightened views, Itis true, ashe says, that I am 
in debi to him for his attention to me ona former 


-occasion—at the called session, near midnight, 


when, before I commenced a four hours’ speech, 
I invited gentlemen ta go home and ‘go to bed. 
Nearly “all accepted my invitation except the 
gentleman from Kentucky, who, as he Says, 
“sat me out.” And, sir, from that time to this, I 

have always made it my duty and my pleasure, as 

it was to-day, to “sit him out.” He always re- 

minds me of this obligation, and I am always fully 

repaid by faithfully observing it. Are we now 

even in compliments?) The gentleman nods assent, 

and I am satisfied. ; 


Sir, though no v indisputably entitled to the foor, 
I know not whether I ought.to occupy it. Iam 
physically unfitto talk in this hall for two or three 
hours. If my own friends had beeg content to 
yote ia silence, I would have been silent too. E 
should much have preferred to meet. them like 
brothers apart in caucus, to conciliate our differ- 
ences, rather than to bring these differences into 
the esllision of debate here. 


I regret to take the floor, too, because I am pain- 
ed to dfer from any of my friends. Bat thy 
have chosen to advance and defend their votes 
and their views, and have rendered it necessary 
for me to advance and to defend mine. If they 
would not remain silent, they must not complain it 
I speak. If they will altempt to give impression to 
public opinion,so must I. If they will attemptto 
manufacture public sentiment here to affect those 
coming into power, I must in time undeceive those 
who are soon to become the Executive. If they 
differ from me, they must not murmur at my dif- 
fering from them, especiaily, when no two of 
ihem have as yet agreed with each other. If they 
will debate here, here Tam ready to meet them. 


I regret, moreover, that I am now compelled to 
vote for this bill to issue Treasury notes. I shall 
try 10 make itas perfect as possible before Ido 
vo'e for it, by an amendment which 1] shall offer as 
soon as the pending motion is. disposed of; but, 
though my amendment should fail, I will vote for 
the bill as itis. I have always voted against the 
various bills heretofore to issue Treasury notes. 
These notes are objectionable on two important 
grounds. They are too convenient an issue for the 
economy and republican simplicity of a Govern- 
ment like ours. A Treasury note bill converts the 
Government into a factory of paper issues, and 
makes it a spendthrift by too readily facilitating 
the credit cperalion of giving a note, insterd of pay- 
ing the debt. Again. By the aid of this machinery 
tengrave these images of bank notes, the eyes of 
the people are blinded to the reality of a public 
debt. I believe, as was said by the gentleman 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Peps,) that many honest, ig- 
norant people, of late, took these notes to be only 
so much paper money coined by the sub-Treasury; and 


they could net be persuaded that this Admiaistra- 


tion, which has been so hypocritically denouncing 
credit anda public debt, has been alt the time it 
has been in power issuing only evidences of debt, 
promises t0 pay, instead of that gold which was 
nromised, Treasury notes are a perfect blind to a 
publie debt. In ordinary times I would prefer al- 
ways to negotiate a loan, and to apprize the people 
honestly of a public debt by advertising for a con- 
tract of loan, Such a publication in the newspa- 
pers would gall attention to the condition of the 
finances, and would wake up the tax payers to the 
exiravagance of Government. But at this time, 
and under the present emergency, I shall vote for 
this bill, fer three very vital considerations. I shall 
vote for it— 

Ist. As the friend of the coming Administration, to 
provide it with the means immediately necessary to 
carry on the Government until the next regular ses- 
sion of Congress in December. 

2). To prevent a called session of Congress. 

3d. Fo ‘prevent, during the present year, a pre- 
mature revision of the compromise taviff act, a pre- 
mature agitation of the National Bank question, 
and to prevent the passage of a law at any time to 
empty an emply Treasury of the revenue derived from 
the public lands to make a pretext for increasing the 
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tariff, or to increase the tariffto make a pretext for dis- 


tributing the revenue from lands. 


These several reasons I propose to discuss in 


limine. To discuss them as I have considered 
them, on mature deliberation. 

I say, sir, first, “as a friend of the coming Admi- 
nistration.” , : 

Would any one have supposed three months ago, 
when I was`seen bearing the heat and burden of 
the late election campaign —six years ago, when, 
from that time to this, I have been bearing the 
brunt of the colossal tyranny of the two last Ad- 
ministrations—that I—I should have, two months 
before the next Administra'ion comes in——when all 
the energies I exerted to bring it in are not yet re- 
laxed—to defend myself against the imputation of 
not being its friend? 

{Here Mr. Stranky said across, “There is no ne- 
cessity for you'to do that.”] 

Mr. Wiss. One of my friends says there is no 
necessity for’such a defence. I know there is not 
with those who know me. But there are 
many who'do not know me. Some foe-friend or 
friend-foe may know perhaps that General Harri- 
son himself does not know me; and I will show 
that there is a necessity for this defence. 

In the Richmond Enquirer ot the 19th instant, 
containing a letter from Washington, dated the 14th 
instant, is the following significant quere: 

“Would you be surprised to find Wise aniongst the opponents 


of the new Administration? 


thts have occurred. He is in a terrible rage at the prospect of 
Rives’s election,” 


This, sir, is the insidious and false dealing of the 
foe. This was to be expected from this quarter, 
and: to, show how little this source of slander knew 
about me or my acts, I have only to appeal to my 
friends in the Virginia Legislature, who did me the 
honor to consult with me on the subject, to prove 
that, so far from my being “in a terrible rage at 
the prospect of Mr. Rives’s election,” 1 advised 
those who had ever once voted for him to vo'e for 
his election again; and that, too, upon the express 
ground that it would be seeming treachery in the 
Whig party now not to clect him, at the same time 
declaring, however, that, never having voted for 
his election myself, F never would, if I were in 
the Legislature; no, net “until the cows came 
home.” 

But this imputation of my being a renegade did 
not originate with my old political foes alone, My 
veal friends have told me that some Whigs had be- 
gun to feign to feel a suspicion. That some “busy 
bodies,” no doubt with the deepest interest in mo, 
have been whispering the inuendo, “He is erratic, 
and delights in opposition; no wonder if he is soon 
against us!” Sir, let me inform such Friends that 
they are seen and known. Once for all, I pro- 
nounce the charge that I am not a sincere and de- 
voted friend of the coming Administration—no 
matter whether it be made by a Loco Foco, from 
motives of policy to drive me into ais own mino- 
rity for vengeance sake on account of the past, or 
by a malicious Whig hypocrite, to destroy an in- 
fluence, much or little, in the way of bis own 
preferment in future—a base and unfounded slan- 
der. 

'This much I feel constrained to say—not to se- 
cure a personal benefit or to prevent a personal in- 
jury, but to relieve my arguments, my counsel, and 
my course with my party troman unjust prejudice. 
Let him who doubts whether 7 am a friend of the 
Whig cause and ofa Whig Administration, stand 
up and show his face! Let me see whether he js 
one who has, during an eight years’ war, been side 
by side with me in the forlorn hope against the 
hosts of spoilers, or whether he is one of those 
“eleventh hour” men who bave come into the Whig 
ranks just in time to share the spoils, . Let me see 
his stripes, his persecutions, his toils, and his 
sufferings and sacrifices, and compare them with 
mine, and then I can tell whether he be a better 
Whig than I am. 

Sir,.who has the right to question my being a 
Whig? Who—what one man is it who claims to 
be the Whig party, with power to excommunicate 
me? I think I have the. right to claim to be the 
Whig party as much as any other one man in the 
ranks;.and gentlemen had better beware lest they 
be unchurched themselves before they unchurch me. 


‘things mope improbable than , 


| pull down arotten dynasty, 
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One of the richest fruits of our late triumph is, I 
hope, the restoration of perfzct freedom of thought and 
independence of action. I do not admit that I am 
acting contrary to my party; but if gentlemen op- 
posed to me are the party, let me tell them at once 
that I will submit to no party dictation. If the 
“‘serews” are to be applied so soon, they will find 
one Saul “kicking against the pricks”—especially 
at this time, before the Presideat elect has even 
reached the metropolis, and before I know that he 


will approve of a single line of policy which some ` 


Seem so anxious to prescribe for him. Who here 
undertakes to speak for him? He will speak for 
himself, sir, and may agree with me, and differ with 
gentlemen, In what sort of a predicament will 


they be then?’ Who, then, will be the party? With’ 


those very gentlemen themselves, sir, J will be apt 
to be the party then, and nine out of ten of them 
will acknowledge that I am right, and they are 
wrong. 

Sir, that there was a great variety of opinions 
in the Whig party was known before the election. 
That party was the opposition, and the opposition 
always unites discordant materials. The party in 
power alone can amalgamate its friends into one 
mass of sentiment and feeling. A party coming 
into power usually, in taking its direction of poli- 
cy, dissatisfies a portien of those who brought it in, 
sloughs them off, and forms new allies from old 
opponents to supply the defection. This was the 
case with the party which brought Genaral Jack- 
son into power. He gained friends from among 
old Federalists faster than he lost Republicans, who 
placed him in the Presidency. This is not the first 
time I have been in a large majority, and it was 
not until the fiih year of the reign of Andrew 
Jackson that I departed from him, after the bad 
company had increased too strong for my taste 
around the throne. During the late contest I 
urged “a union of the Whigs.” Ido so still. I 
desire nothing so much as general and frequent 
consultation—caucus consultation, if you will, 
among ourselves, to settle the points upon which 
we agree, and to “agree to disagree” on those vexed 
questions which we ought to avoid. Before the 
election it made no difference with me, sir, whether 
youwere a Republican Whig, a National Republi. 
can, ora Nullifier. To each I gave the hand of 
fellowship cordially, and united heartily with all to 
worse than any which 
can beestablished. We knew our differences be- 
forehand, and each took the chance of his faith and 
his policy becoming the prevailing faith and policy 
with the new Administration, Believing General 
Harrison to be a Repnblican of the old school, as I 
believe still, and shall not believe otherwise until 
he himself undeceives me, T united with all my 
energy and all my zeal to put him into place and 
power, Indeed, if I had known he was not of my 
faith—if I had expected to oppose his Administra- 
tion the moment afier he goes into power, still I 
would have supported him against the present 
“powers that be,” because. “ihe country might be 
benefited and could not be worsted.” Bat, sir, T 
knew that, after he came in, there would be a race 


; between his different supporters as to whose faith 


and policy should be pursued. I did not expect 
that race to start before the inauguration, but it has 
begun. I would have avoided it so soon, forever 
i€ I could, but it is on the track, and the contest 
must be encountered. If one set of friends are 
busy to engrafi their creed npon the Administra- 
tion stock, so must the others he, unless they mean 
to desert their principles and to be merged in what 
will soon get to be called—‘the party.” I will not 
desert my principles, sir, and will do all in my, pow- 
er to advance their pre-eminence over all others. 
Gentlemen must pardon me for this position, when 
I have caught them first in precisely the same act. 
Neither of uscan say as yet which is “THE PARTY’? 
until the President hinself arrives and decides between 
us. 

I am myself, sir, in favor of the Republican po- 
licy. There is no prefix to my political name—it 
has neither “National” or “State Rights” attached, 
but is simply “Republican.” Mr. Madison has 
ever been the model of statesmen with me, and F 
am content to follow his examples of wisdom and 
virtue, And, sir, I will proceed to tell you what Icon- 
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ceive one of the Republican tenets to be. One espe- 
cially which 1 shall expect the President to observe 
is, that he will not be ruled by a party. I repeat it, 
that I shall expect him not to be ruled by apdriy! If 
he is, the country will be misruled, as it has been for 
twelve years past. ' : 

Sir, the late contest resulted precisely as I desired 
it. One of the greatest achievemen's of the vic- 
tory is, that it was not a party triumph. It was a 
great and glorious national triumph. Gentlemen 
of the party in power wonder how they were de- 
feated. They are astonished at the number of 
votes polled—at the increase of votes approaching 
nearly one million. Sir, I ean tell them the reason 
of this: there is in this country a corps de reserve of 
wisdom, virtue, and sterling worth and patriotism, 
who do not usually mingle in the excitement of 
politics—who avoid the dust. of the electioneering 
arena, and who only come up to the help of the 
nation, to the rescue of: the country, when there is 
a crisis of real danger. That crisis had come, and 
this corps of moral power stepped forth and de~, 
cided the struggle. Old men, whether aristocrats ; 
or poor, who had not been seen at the polls for 
twenty years, came forth—the old, young, lame, 
halt, blind, rich and poor, of all classes and condi- 
tions—who had been merely looking on at the po- 
liticians, and taking no part with them, but observ- 
ing the events and the tendencies of causes only, 


_heretofore—all alike feeling the pressure of neces- 


sity, the call for action—all by the impulse of pa- 
triotism, not of party, sprang forward to save, to 
preserve, and relieve our people and their institu- 
tions This, sir, this was the grace and gladness 
and glory of the late contest for the Presideacy. 
What then is the duty of the President elect? It is 
to be President of the nation, not of a party! Yes, 
sir, to be President of the Loco Fveos themselves _ 
——‘o be their servant as well as the servant of 
Whigs—-a benefactor and blessing to all, to the 
whole country. Soto be President that even those 
who voted against hin shall exclaim—“It is good 
for us to have such a man elected, and for the Re- 
publicans to sueceed !” 

Some gentleman whispers that I 
much from the President.” 

[Here Mr. Mason of Ohio rose 
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and said, “No, 


| too much from Government 7Y 


Mr. Wise. No; I reverse the maxim of “the 
Government.” F will expect every thing, and the 
nation must never imagine that we can expect too 
much from the wisdom and virtue of their rulers. 
The very expectation, sir, will exalt and qualify 
them to meet our highest hopes, Now the experi- 
ment isto be tried, and I hope it will be the only 
experiment of ihe new Administration, whether a 
pure and virtuous and enlightened Administration 
—locking ¿lone to the country and its business, not 
is polines—will be sustained by popular favor. 
Sir, I hope to see that experiment made, and to ste 
it successful, Nothing short of its success can 
save this conntry from the fatal end of ail Repub- 
lies, I desire to see General Harrison, above all 
things, imitate that godlike virtue of Washington, 
which advised, and consulted with, and took counsel 
from good men of all parties and all creeds— 
which heard and compared the opinions of all the 
good and the great in the land—which had a 
Hamilton and Jefferson both in the Cabinet, and 
consulied both-and which, after weighing and ré- 
flecting profoundly, decided firmly and without 
shrinking from responsibility. Believing that he 
will hear all, govern all, be the President of all— 
that ha possesses the virtues which qualify him to 
govern and to fill the office for which I was and 
am his friend—I shall vote to entrust him with the 
means immediately. and absolutly neeessary to 
carry on the Government, after the 4th of March, 
until the next regular session of Congress, 

And now, sir, I have a word to say to the friends 
of the Administration yet in power. You should 
do as you have been done by. You should in good 
faith assist in providing those means for the eom- 
ing Administration which you have for years been 
providing for yourselves, ` It is pclicy in you to do 
80, or the blame, if any, will fall on your majority 
in both Houses of the present Congress. You 
have, since September, 1837, passed no less than 
four, and this will be five, Treasury note bills to 
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enable you from time to time to get along, and you 
ought to leave your opponents no excuse for any 
extraordinary measures to meet, emergencies, by 
extending liberally the provisions of this act lo 
your successors. d 

By the act of October, 1837, you authorized Pre- 
sident Van Buren to cause to be issued ten millions 
of Treasury notes, as the exigencies of the Govern- 
ment required, of denominations not less than fifty 
dollars, with a limitation of one year. This power 
ceased on the 3ist December, 1838. 

By the act of May, 1838, you authorized the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, with the approbation of 
the President, to issue Treasury no'es, according to 
the terms of the act of October, 1837, in place of 
such notes as had been, under said act, paid into 
the Treasury and cancelled. 

By the act of March, 1839, you extended the 
two former acts, as to the remainder of Treasury 
notes, &c. to June, 1839. 

By the act of March, 1840, you renewed the act 
of October, 1837, and the subsequent acts, and 
gave authority to issue Treasury notes in lieu of 
others thereafter or before redeemed, but not to ex- 
ceed in the amount outstanding at any one time the 
aggregate of five millions. And this act continues 
until March 31st next. 

And you now propose by the pending act, inad- 
dition to the power to keep five millions outstand- 
ing under the act of 1840, to issue five millions 
more at any one time for one year after the pas- 
sage ot the bill. 

Now, suppose this act to pass to-day, what will 
be its effect? Why, sir, from now until the 3lst 
day of March, this act being cumulative upon the 

at of 1840, there will be a power to keep outstand- 
ing, under the two acts, at any one time, the sum 
of ten millions of dollars. After that period, the 
31st of March, five millions only can be kept out- 
standing at one time. The effect is, that you will 
have, for the remnant of your days in power, the 
double power, or the power under two acis, to is- 
sue five millions; the power, in a word, to issue 
ten millions, and the coming Administration will 
have the same power only to the 31st, from the 4th 
of March; and may not, indeed, have any power 
at all to issue a Treasury note before the act of 
1840 expires, in case you chosse to issue the full 
ten millions, and to leave that amount outstanding 
when you go cut. 

The law, then, as proposed, is unequal. Tt does 
not do as you would be done by. 1 therefore pro- 
pose, when the pending question is disposed nf, to 
submit an amendment, providing that, if the sum 
of five millions, or less, bə issued under this act 
prior to the 4th day of March, 1841, in addition to 
the sum of five millions, or less, authorized to be 
issued under, the act of 1840 and prior acts, then 
the President may, after the 31st day of March, 
1841, cause to be issued a like sam of five mil- 
lions or less, ia &ddition to the sum authorized to 
be outstanding at any one time under this act. 

This will place both Administrations, as to 
means, on precisely the same footing. Ihave sub- 
mitted this amendment to the consideration of my 
colleague, (Mr. Jonus,] and at the proper time I 
shall propose it. I boge it will not meet with any 
opposition from him, 

{Mr. Jowxs of Virgisia said he would take the 
occasion to state that it was not expected by the 
Secretary of the Treasury that more than one mil- 
lion of dollars would be used before the 4:hof March; 
the greater proportion of which nid be required 
to pay pensions which wili fall due after the 
3d of March. It will not, therefore, be required 
to meet liabilities falling upon this Administration, 
but upon that which is to succeed it; so that Gene- 
ral Harrison’s Administration will have the fall 
benefit of five millions cf dollars for one year after 
the 3d of March. A similar bill was deemed ne- 
cessaty for the present Administration, under like 
circumstances, at the commencement of the last 
year; and Mr. J. considered it just and proper now 
to make a similar provision. ] 

Mr. Wiss. I fear there will be outstanding debts, 
not now estimated, which will more than make up 
for all that this Administration will have to pay for 
the next. Atall events, sir, with my amendment 
to the bill, I am quite confident that this bill will 
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provide means sufficient to meet all immediate 
wants and demands, and to supply for a time the 
deficiency in the Treasury. We are told that this 
deficiency is very ‘great. I have no doubt, sir, it is 
fully as great, if not greater, than gentlemen cal- 


culate. But we can never know what this deficien- 
cy is until we getinto power and have suiveyed 


the wreck. ‘hen weshallsee. Now we have not 
the data upon which to contradict the statement of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and I shall not now 
attend to discuss either the causes or the ex- 
tent of this deficiency, ‘There is a deficien- 
cy, though, to some extent; and we cannot 
resoit to a loan—we cannot resort to a tariff 
and csrtainiy gentlemen will not resort to distri- 
bution of the revenue for supplies isimediately need- 
ed. I kaow of noother plan of immediate sapply 
besides an ample issue of Treasury notes, 4 
posed by this bill. ; 

[Here the committee rose.] 
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After allading to some matters touching theelec- 
tion of a Virginia Senator, now inserted at thé pro~ 
per place in the first day’s remarks, Mr} Wig pro- 
ceeded. yod 

Mr. Chairman: I wound up yesterday cne/branch 
of discussion, or, rather, concluded one reason for 
supporting this bill. I told the committee Î should 
vote for this bill as a friend of the coming Ad- 
ministration, to provide it with the means to get 
along, and I would place it, as to means, on the 
same fooling with those now in power. I admit- 
ted there is a deficiency, and contended that Trea- 
sury notes are the only means of immediately sup- 
plying it. 

I now proceed to my second reason for supporting 
this bill. 

Qd. To prevent en.extra session.—The effect of this 
bill, if it pass with proper amendments, must be to 
obviate all necessity, and to strip gentlemen of all 
excuses and pretences for that, to me, dreadful called 
sesston! 

Sir, I have an instinctive dread, inspired by expe- 
rience, of an exira—a called session. E venture to 
avsert—and I appeal to the sagacious of the party 
to confirm the opinion—that the called session of 
1837 did more than any other ten acts to overthrow 
the present dynasty. [Here several members of the 
Van Buren party nodded assent ] T believe, I am 
eertain, that, if tried again, it will be fraught with 
mischief to the Whig party frm disappointment 
to the whole country. Asa Whig, andas a frend 
to General Harrison, I depreeate it as a fruitfal 
source of agitation, contention, confesion, error, 
and ruin. Mr, Wan Buren struck on thi i 
expedient with the most calamifous re A 
found the pablic mind, afer ihe suspension of spee 
cie payments, in a restless and dissatisfied state, the 
finances in a wretched condition, commerce decay- 
ing or dead, and, instead of breas!ing the storm, he 
yielded to his fears, and called Congress to relieve 
him. What was the result? Congress did nothing, 
and he lost publie confidence; when, if he had 
shown nerve; if he head taken upon himself dee 
responsibility; if he had summoned caution and 
courage, instead of Congress, to his redief, he would 
have gone through withal the dificaliies which 
surrounded h ’ 

Why is a called session always dangerous? Be- 
cause, sir, your very proclamation admits your 
weakness, aad that weakness is ever increased by 
the fears and alarm it creates in some, and by the 
too high expectations, whieh are sure to be disap- 
pointed, it excites in others. Io captain must, as 
long as he can possibly avoid it, admit a doubtora 
danger to his crew or his passengers, If he trem- 
bles, or throws up bis command to any other man, 
in the midst of difficulty or danger, he disqualifies 
himself, and jestly throws away the confidence in 
him upon which alone he can rely in any emer- | 
gency for success. Mr. Van Buren’s called session 
did nothing and lost all; and so it will be with usif 
we ‘follow in his footsteps.” 

Sir, the state of the pablic mind and the state of 
the times are both inauspicious to a called session. 

What are they? 

I remarked yesterday, sir, that the country could 
not expect too much from the wisdom, virtue, and | 


patriotism of rulers; that we ought to expèctieveiy 
thing from men placed in the highest seats of public 
trust and confidence. But, sir, there is such a 
thing as expecting too much from measures. We 
may expect too much relief, or relief too impatiently 
and too soon, fron the wisest policy of Government. 

The expectations of the people for éntmedéate, 
sudden relief are too high already. They cannot 
be realized by the wisdom of man. Years are thé 
days of nations. Soon in the history of Government 
is long remote in the life of an individual, and there 
is not one individual in a thousand who refleats 
upon this truth so essentially necessary to be well 
understood and impressed, to fortify confidence in 
any policy, and to secure it a patient waiting for its 
results to be developed before it either be con 
demned or approved. No remedy on earth is 
worth a farthing without the aid of the great reno- 
vator—Nature’s own poysician—the vis medica- 
trix nature! The quack, sir, always relies upon 
the nosirwm—the pill or powder is every thing with 
empiricism; but the regular faculty, the secandum 
artem doctor, sir, expects most from Nature’s own 
power to restore herself, and nothing without he: 
aid—or rather expects to give no relief but from 
aiding the laws of Nature. If you violate these 
laws, counteract or exceed them, or hasten then 
beyond their own course, you kill the patient, sir 
The public expectation is alreddy doing that dan 
gerous thing; the stimulus is too high. The peo 
ple are for the cautery, the knife, the severest dras 
tics, or astringents. I, sir, am for time—time fo! 
Nature to restore a weak patient too delicate to be 
tampered with, and for good nursing. Any sort o: 
violent treatment will now throw this country agair 
into spasms, after being much, very much wea 
kened too by previous convulsions. Instead ò 
soothing and allaying excitement as we ought, gen 
tlemen propose to raise expectations, already to 
high, still higher, and to add fuel to a fire whic! 
threatens to consume us. The feverishness of th 
public mind ought to be allayed. Neither stimulu 
nor depletion is required; either will be deadly, th 
nation needs repose. Time—a pause is require: 
for a safe and radical change of policy. The at 
fairs of a nation cannot be managed in a day, lik 
the affairs of the nursery. 

If there be a special session, it will be looked t 
for a cure of all evils. Every thing will be expect 
ed from it, And what, if nothing should be done 
Js it not certain that nothing could be done to mee 
the general expectation for immediate and almost mi 
raculous relief? Sir, the state of the times is obvious! 
opposed to an operation of the wisest measures, eve 
if they be adopted at a called session this yea) 
What is our present condition? The present Admi 
nistration goes out leaving a perfect wreck behind 
The commerce of the country is wrecked—th 
finances of the Government are deranged and bank 
rupt—the whole monetary affairs of the nation i: 
dilapidation and ruin—a large balance of foreig 
debt unpaid—the States groaning under two hur 
dred millions of debt——the Federal Government it 
suing Treasury notes—domestic debts unsafe and: 
difficulty of collecting them—distress pervading a. 
classes—confidence in trade destroyed—-the capita. 
ists hoatding—the debtor classes under the hamme 
—exchanges high and unequal—no uniform eu 
reney—-and the banks attempting, in the midst o 
danger, distress, and disirast, to resume specie pay 
ments, many of them under very doubtful circum 
stances of solvency! Such is our condition. An 
yet gentlemen, without waiting for further deve 
lopments of new causes or effects, are for rashing 
upon measures the very nature of which must ig 
crease the pressure of the times. An increase o 
the tarif must immediately add to the derange 
ment of commerce—-a distribution must add to thi 
deficiency of the Tréasury—a national bank mus 
cause a still greater and more caustic contracton 
There never was a time when the resumption o 
specie payments of the creation of a national bani 
did not produce contraction and pressure, and ther 
never will be. What would both at once not do 

Gentlemen must reflect that all of their measure 
are to be set in operation at once—they are all i 
“feri?—all to begin de novo, Ts it not likely the 
some of them would fail to pass, or, if, passed 
would fail of their ends? Then, if nothing, a 
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wrong; be done, or disaster be the first effect of right 
measures, even of a called session, who of those 
. now. contending for the authorship of measures 
would. then contend for the authorship of the mis- 
chief to the party or the country? Who would as- 
sume so boldly to be answerable to the bitter dis- 
appointment of the people? Sir, that is the worst of 
ail popular feelings to contend with—the disappoint- 
ment. of the people! You cannot reason with it— 
must overthrow you, sir, if you incur and encoun- 
yer it. It wreaks vengeance, sir, as biting as it is 
` bitter, no matter whether it be just or unjust. The 
Government, sir, isa mammoth concern, and should 
move slowly in developing its measures—the deve- 
lopment of measures should wait awhile the deve- 
lopment of events. You should see whether these 
' banks can maintain their efforts to resume.* You 
should waitand see how many of them will fail. 
You should wait until a restoration of confideace 
revives trade, and credit, and currency. If 
you do nothing ata called session, there will be 
disappointment. If you do something, and distress 
continues, as it likely will, there will be disappoint- 
ment.. It you do nothing, or something, good or 
bad, and disasiers follow, you will be destroyed. 
Then you must, for a called session to be successful, 
be certain—ihere must be no doubt—you must be 
certain to do the righi thing’, to adopt exactly the right 
measure, Whatever $ be, which must be followed 
immediately by the right and desirable effects, or you 
will egregiously fai! to satisfy the expectations for 
relief. How many chances there are against you 
the insurance cffices might possibly solve. 
= Some gentlemen seem to apprehend that, so far 
from the pressure continuing, relief will come of 
itself, They dread that—such are the mighty re- 
sources of this country, and the irrepressible ener- 
gies of our people—the national prosperity will re- 
vive too soon for them to b? considered its authors, 
and to get the credit of relief. Is this a proper 
motive for a called session? But they need not 
dream that prospe.ity and relief will come of them- 
selves, or too soon. Å trust in God they may come 
of. themselves, and that rizbt soon, that our wounds 
may hval “by the first intention,” as surgeons say, 
without lint or plaster; bnt there are too many 
wounds to be cieatrized, and Nature is slow in her 
Operations. “Cue pressure of reswmpfion must run 
through this year, and my only fearis that it will 
extend far beyond it. But what, I repeat, if disas- 
‘ters should follow a called session? I tell you, sir, 
‘you will have committed suicide. 

But these instincts, sir, alone, are not what go- 
veros me iu opposition to a called session. Sur, I 
wish to avoid the agitation this y-ar—first of the 
tariff; secondly of the distribution bill; thirdly of the 
bank. 
` Bir, this ds not the time for the anti-tariff minority 
.to take up the revision of the tariff compromise. 
If they take up that question now, they will do it 
‘witb all the odds against them. They will do itat 
‘the most inauspicious period to themselves, and at 
the most favorable time for the protective party. 
There is a deficiency of revenue trom the stoppage 
of trade. Wait for commerce to come back, and 
that deficiency will be supplied. Gentlemen will 
not violate the compromise. Ohno! they will not 
violate the compromise as they understand it; yet 
they can do all the mischief I dread within the terms 
of their comprehension! All sorts of projects have 
already been gotten up to raise the duties for reve- 
nue, and not one of them pretends to violate the 
compromise ! 

Sir, I fear this time will be seized on to raise the 
tariff to supply deficiency, and the tariff will be seized 
on to make a surplus for distribution—that most fatal 
scheme ever devised by the witof man. What! 
must we call a session of Congress to distribwe a 
deficiency of revenue? Distribute a deficiency? Who 
before ever heard of distributing a deficiency? 
Will any party dare to distribute that which we 
fave nol; and which we can raise only by adopting 
that unconstitutional, irritating, and long-ago ex- 
pleded policy—the protective tariff? Mind you, any 


* The Philadel phia banks were driven back to suspension the 
next week after these words were uttered, from ihe very pros- 
pect, probably, that the United States Bank might again be 
made, or attempted to be madea depositary of Government 
funds or rather fram Now York jealousy of such a prospect. 
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tariff on any articles is protective which is not for 
revenue. 

Sir, I yield to no man in friendship to a properly 
organized, properly located, and well-managed 
national bank. And as a friend to that measure, 
I inveigh especially against urging it prematurely 
and in the midst of pressure. If you press it too 
eagerly, too hastily, at the wrong time, you will 
lose the question for twenty years to come. 

Sir, I have no idea that either of these measures 
Shall be presented to a called session, and be 
pushed through in the hic hee hoe hurry of politi- 
cal jugglery. They all-require time and reflection. 

My advice to the Whig party, then, is, to ad- 
journ and go home. Let the present majority 
leave us they please; let us go home. Wait a lit- 
Ue—from March to December is a short time— 
and consult the people. Let all the elections be 
held, and our full strength or full weakness be as- 
certained. Let us especially submit to our coun- 
Siituents the question of distribution in its new 
light. Heretofore the question has been the issue 
of distributing a surplus. Mr. Clay’s land bill, 
which was pocketed by General Jackson, and 
would have been passed by both Houses in spite 
of the veto, was a bilio distribute a surplus; and the 
bill itself provided, I believe, that there was to be 
no distribution unless there wasa surplus of at 
least five millions. A surplus was then dreaded as 
acorruption fund. Again: the deposite act of 1836 
was a deposite of forty millions of Surplus; and the 
very policy of it was to take it away from the pet- 
ty larceny of defaulters, and of a corrupt political 
party in power. Now there is no surplus; it is a 
deficiency in the Treasury, and I am for submitting 
the new issue under the sun to the people: Whether 
they are fer disinbuting a deficiency among the 
States? No State Legislature yet has ever passed 
resolutions to distribute a deficiency. I know several 
of them have to distribute « surplus; but none—no, 
not one—?o distribute a deficiency! No man in his 
senses ever heard of such a proposition before. 

And, sir, “the cat may look at the king.” I 
have a word tosay to General Harrison himself, 
and as I desire others to`hear it. I choose to say 
it here. My heart’s desire and prayer for hin is, 
that he willbe President himself, and that he will ful- 
fil lo the letter that pledge which bound me to him 
more than any thing else he ever said, to let no 
mar know on whom he desired his mantle te Sall— 
to have nothing to do with appointing his succes- 
sor—to leave that to the people themselves, I 
would exhort him to be the President, not of a 
party, but of the nation, and to see that every man 
under bim, from his Cabinet down to the lowest 
postmaster, attends to the business of his Office, and 
not to politics. I would suggest to him that the best 
mode of perpetuating the Whig strength and Whig 
Popularity is to make every officer look to the suc. 
cess of his ad-ninistration, instead of looking to the 
succession of another to the administration—espe- 
cially to allow no man under him to electioneer for 
himself or against another for the succession. And, 
sir, how is he to he expected to act for himself, if 
he is to be suddenly called on to perform that con- 
stitutional duty—the most imporiant he will have 
to discharge—to recommend to Congress such mea- 
sures as HE deems proper? He has been absent from 
the national affairs more than twenty years. He 
is unacquainted, personally, with the actual condi- 
tion of things in this metropolis of mizrule. If he 
asts, then, as soon as he comes here, he must act 
from the information of others, who are themselves 
“new hands at the bellows; some of whom have 
never been in before, and may never be again. 
Will he be recommending his ewn measures, then, 
or theirs? Is it the object of the called seesion to have 
the measures of others palmed upon the country as his? 
No, sir, no. I beseech him to look thoroughly with 
his own eyes into the condition of Government; to 
survey well the wreck, to see for himself what 
ougtt to be done in all the Depariments, and then 
fo recommend his own measures. If he will look 
into the Navy Department, I am sure he will see 
that we are in no condition, compared with foreign 
powers, to give away the proceeds of the public lands 

Y- Suppose a call be made 
upon the new heads, too, at a called session—who 
would be ready to give the information desired hy 
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Congress? No member of the Cabinet could be 
prepared in three months te give information of the 
condition of the Departments. 

Again: The Administration party—ihe Van Bu- 
ren party—-have been incsssantly insisting upon 
frying the Sub-Treasury. The fact is, that they 
have found it so impracticable since it passed, that 
they have not tried it themselves. They have 
never, to this day, complied with its provisions— 
they cannot, if they would. Now, ought not Gen. 
Harrison to éry it, to show its utter impracticabili- 
ty, before he recommends its repeal? Ought he not 
to understand fully its enormous defects, and to 
make them apparent by an attempted application 
of it to actual use by Government? Will this not 
be the best argument for its repeal? Willit not be 
the best argument for the charter of another Na- 
tional Bank when the Sub-Treasury shall have 
proved a grand failure, as well as the deposite 
banx system? Is this demonstration not worth 
making, and is the time from March to December 
too long for it? 

Again: He ought not to act prezipitately without 
knowing his men. It is with politicians as with the 
rhetorician— 

“Half the rhetorician’s rules 
Teach him but how toname his fools.” 

General Harrison is not personally acquainted 
with but few men now on the public stage. He 
cannot, a thousand miles off, have guessed who are 
fit for the offices, high and low. {1 wish him, sir, 
to kaow his men weil before he takes their counsel 
or gives them his confidence, or acts on their ad- 
vice. When, then, he has seen for himself—~sur- 
veyed all—understood men and means, and the 
condition of things about bim—he will be pre- 
pared to recommend and to act first for the honor 
and welfare of his country, aad, last, for the glory 
and succecs cf the party which brought him into 
power, 

Sir, the Whig party should not be intoxicated by 
iis success. We should do nothing in the flushed 
feelings of victory. Whom have we conquered? 
Our own countrymen and fellow-citizens, who are 
to be governed by the same laws, and. who have 
equal rights as ourselves, who differ with us as to 
opinions merely about men aud measures, and who 
will, if we follow their bad examples of Govera- 
ment, conquer us in turn. I do not know how other 
gentlemen feel, but for myself, I must say that my 
feelings the day after the victory were very diffe- 
rent from those of the day before. On the stump 
of the caavass, I felt and spoke and really thought 
as if government was avery easy task; that to be in 
power was all that was necessary to reform the 
evils of which we complained, and to accomplish 
the good and patriotic ends we desired. When I 
tealized the fact that we were in, the next feeling 
with me was, as I presume it was with every re- 
flecting patriotic friend of our cause—a deep and 
humble conviction of our own finite wisdom, of 
our own weakness, and, it might be, folly, and a 
solemn sense of the heavy responsibility which had 
fallen on me and my political friends, and of the 
dread obligations which the country had devolved 
upon us. Before the election, it was easy to find 
fauli; since the election, and. after the inaugura~ 
tion, it might be bard to redeem the many fruitful 
promises we had lavishly made during the canvass. 
I feel, sir, inat the man who goes into the Presi- 
dential chair, during the days of purification like 
these, should go there. as one shriven for the priest- 
hood! Lam not, therefore, for rushing forward 
and grasping the sceptre ef power with an ambi- 
tious avidity, and, with the shout of victors, dash- 
ing on without a pause to extreme revolutions of 
policy. Iam for adopting and pursuing moderate 
and cautious counsels. It is by no sudden and 
brilliant stroke of policy that the country can te 
relieved. Sudden and immediate relief to this 
country can be given only by th miraculous inter- 
position of wisdom and power from on high. An 
extra session, I fear, would bea help any thing else 
butdivine. Batso much for it, 

I proceed to the third and last reason for voting 
for this bill—te prevent a premature revision of the 
Compromise Aet and the laying of duties at all for the 
purpose of - distributing the revenue Sram public 
lands. 

Gentlemen ask why J discuss this reason now. T 
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answer, because I see now a disposition to agitate 
the subject in order to prepare public sentiment for 
the future. 
This branch of my subject is by far the most im- 
portan', and, sir, I wish to discuss it in detail. 
Tsay I see a disposition now to prepare the way 


for a future tariff and distribution; and, if an extra | 


session is to be called, that future is not far distant. 
Sir, I see the signs—ihey are in number not quite 
twelve—they do not fill. up 
and Scorpio are missing—-but I have ten out 
of the twelve signs for the almanae of the coming 
year. : 

1st. The first sign of the tariff bill of the last ses- 
sion—the fourteen sections which were added in the 


the Zodiac——Leo | 


Senate to a bill which originated in this House os- | 


tensibly to preventfraucs upon the revenue. Un- 
der this specious title, “To prevent frauds upon 
the revenue,” fourteen sections were introduced 
and added by Mr. Wricxv, the chairman of the Fi- 


nance Committee in the Senate, to tax bleached and ` 


unbleached linens, silks, and worsted goods, chiefly {ree 


articles, from 5 to 50 per cent.—in many cases ex- | 


ceeding the rate expressly limited by the Compro- 


mise Act, and invoivieg protection directly to Ken- | 


tucky bagging. Yet gentlemen then told us, “Oh, 
we have no idea of violating the compromise;” 
and some Whigs and Southern geatleman voted 
for that bill—as they are aiding measures now— 
“God forgive them,” because they knew not what 
they did! 

21. The second sizn is, the great Tobacco Con- 
vention, which was held lately in this city; which, 
under the guise of retaliation for French burdens 
upon Maryland kite foot, was another tariff move- 
ment to increase duties for no purpose of re- 
venue. i 

3. The third sign was the reference of the bill 
already mentioned as passed by the Senate last 
session, again this session to the Committee on Manu- 
factures instead cf referring it to the Committee of 
Ways and Means; when the test question has al- 
ways been heretofore a question of reference—those 
who advocated a protective tariff always going for re- 
ferring to Manufactures, and those who went for a 
revenue tariff only, always going for referring to 
Ways and Mewns And vais bill, “to prevent frauds 
on the revenue,” which is again reported, though 
without the fourteen sections, is itself an odious ta- 
riff of protection, by its unnecessary and hard re- 
strictions upon trade in ali foreign articles, and its 
almost prohibitory provisions against the introduc- 
tion of foreign articies at the custom-house. It is 
a custom-house protective tariff. 

4th. The fourta sign is, another bHI to tax cer- 
tain unprotected articles already reported by the 
Committee on Manufactures, and now on the table. 

5th. The fifth sign is, the resolutions offered by 
the gentleman trom Kentucky, (Mr. GREEN.) 

6ih. The notice given by the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Bannagp,) to offer his resolutions 


or amendments in case his motion to strike out the - 


enacting clause of this bill succeeds. 


th The amendment intended to be offered by ; 


the gentleman trom North Carolina, (Mr. STANLY.) 
8th. The speeches in both Houses of Congress, 


particularly those in this House, of ihe gentleman ; 


from New York, (Mr. Barnanp,) of the gentleman 
from Maine, (Mr. Evans,) of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. BELL) of South Carolina, (Mr. 
Tuompson,) of Gecrgia, (Mr. Nisser,) and of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Pore.) The last 
gentleman’s speech, sir, was more open and plainly 
intelligible than any. He contended, in the first 
place, that you will have a large deficiency in the 
Treasury. Inthe next place, he assamed that you 


will be compelled to resort to a large increwse of du- | 


dics on imports; that the compromise act was no 
compact; that the protective principle was not aban- 
-doned by it; that the tarif was no burden upon 
the South; that Arkansas pays more than Virginia, 
or North Carolina, or South Carolina, in propor- 
tion to population; and he insisted that the whole 
South will eventually be the advocates ef protective 
duties. So far the gentleman was consistent; but 
in the next breath he magnified the necessity for 
expenditures upon spientid infernal improvements, 
and went still further for emptying the Treasury, 
already requiring the increase of duties to supply 


nimaa 


- them this session; I wili k 


is immense dcficieney contended for by him, by 
distributing the preceeds vf the public lands to supply 
the large deficiencies in the Treasuries of the seve: al 
Staes. Yes, sir, he summed up the whole scheme 
of distributing a deficiency of the Treasury here to 
supply deficiencies of twenty-six Treasuries elsewhere! 
Did you ever hear of distributing a deficiency to sup- 
ply deficiencies?! ‘Fhe meaning of this paradox is— 
the raising of the tariff directly to pay Siate debts indi- 
recily! flave we not an odd way of getting at the 
meaning of measures? Who would ever have 
thought of thus defining that odd phrase—'distri- 
buting a deficiency to supply deficiencies?” I will 
show you directly, sir, that any duties upon any ar- 
ticles are protective cuties, if they be not for the 
purpose of federal revenue. Who will submit toa 
protective tarit to pay Siate debts? In this way, sir, 
the General Government will not only be paying 
the cost of State internal improvements and com- 
mon schools, but all their municipal expenses. Thus 
it will be laying duties, imposts, and excises, not to 
pay its own debis and provide for the eemmon de- 
fence, but to carry into cffect actually the powers 
which are expressly reserved to the States. Who 
will bear~ this new and improved latitudina- 
rianism, going far beyond any absolute federalism 
ever before heard of? But, sir, I am only show- 
ing the signs. The speech of the gentieman* from 
Kentucky (Mr. Pors) very ingenucusly exposes 
the whole scheme. Ex pede Herculem. 

9th. The resolution offered by the gentleman 
from Vermont, [Mr. Evererr,] to inguire of the 
Secretary of the Treasury concerning the rate of 
duties on articles taxed less than 20 per cert. &e. 
was the beginniag of the sccond chapter of this ta- 
riff mozement. I objected to the introduction of 
this resolution, and must now apologize to the gen- 
tleman [Mr. Everett] for having done so. It was 
from no unkind feeling to that gentleman per- 
sonally, Į assure him, for I esteem him as highly 
as any gentleman on this floor. BuatI was unwil- 
ling, sir, to encourage any gentleman’s attempt to 
procure materials with which to agitate thi§ tariff 
question; and the gentleman’s resolution went a 
little beyond the other which had been offered, in 
looking to many articles which belong to the pro- 
tected class. I did not wish them disiu: bed. 

10ih. The second paragraph of the 2d chapter of 
this movement, and the last sign liave cbserved, 
sir, is a small statute lying on your table, reported 
by the Commitiee on Manufsciures, which I shall 
for brevity call ine pin bili. Yes, sir, the pin bill, 
Itis a little hedge hog or porcupine bill, which I am 
afraid to handie. 

[Here Mr. TILLINGEAST 
is hard for tbe gentleman 
pricks!”?} 

Mr. Wise. | ask the Clerk to read that bill. 
[Fhe Clerk read it.] Sir, I do not know whether 
our pin manufacturers have learned to pat up their 
pins nicely or not. I know that you may take a 
paper of French or English pins, and squeeze it in 
your hand, without danger of being pricked. But 
lest these papers of Yankee pins be put up loosely, 
I will not, wiih the gentle s permission, handle 
ck agarnst handling them 
now, for fear of the lockjaw. For fear, sir, that 
you will begin with piz bills—ay, sir, the least Ht 
tle, iay lady pin bills, and get, before we know 
what you are at, into coarse weollens—ail the heavy 
protected articles, which would require bedkins or 
darning needles to stitch them. No, sir, no. If 
the woif geis his head in, he will his whole bedy— 
the door shall not be left ajar with my consent—I 
am an anti-tariff man, and that party is in the mi- 
nority. I begin atthe beginniag, sir. I wiil nor, 
if { can help it, entertain even so much zs a pin 
bill. If the tariff majority wili let me alone, I wili 
gladly let them alone. {abide by the compromise, 
the very first principle of which is, that the tariff is 
not to be disturbed at all, excepi, as tt points out, for 
the purposes of revenue for “an economical adminis« 
tration of the Government.” Let the South remem- 
ber that, for itis their only ark of safety. They 
are ihe weaker party, and these signs are ominous. 
Let the compromise act alone, is my policy on the ta- 
rif, 

But, sir, gentlemen all tell us now, as heretofore, 
that they are for carrying oul ihe compromise; that 


rose and said, “It 
to kick against the 


they—oh, no! they will not disturb the compromise 
act. 

What is the compromise act? Let us see whether 
we all understand it ahke. What are its terms? 
What its extent and limitation of operation? Sir, in 
answer to these questions, I have, trom a sense of 
justice, to do what I thought I never should be call- 
ed on by any sense to dc—to praise a report of the 
honorable Levi Wocdbury! Truly the sweetest 
notes of this swan are his dying notes!! See 
Senate document, 26th Congress, 2d session: “Re- 
port from the Secretary of the Treasury communi- 
eating, in compliance with a resolution of the Se- 
nate, a plan of a permanent change in the tariff, 
January 19, 1841.” In this report gentlemen will 
find my sentiments precisely; ana I forgive Mr. Se- 
cretary for much of his usual obtuceness of intel. 
lect, and obscurity of style, on account of this clear. 
and able report upon the exact spirit and letter of 
the compromise act. He truly says: 

‘That act is supposed to have been notan ordinary mea- 
sure of legislation, but the result of a compromise between cer- 
tai great and coniiicting interests on the difficulties then in- 
volved in the agitating matter of the tariff. Hence, though the 
act was in the form of a law, and therefore liable, in a proper 
ease, to any future modification or repeal of ita provisions, it 
is understood that the parties most concerned contemplated 
thereby a permanent arrangement of the leading principles 
that should after wards control the whole subject. The impor- 
tance of the emergency which occasioned the passage of the 
law, the distinguished individuals who participated mere im- 
mediately in adjusting its provisions, and the salutary influence 
of their operation up to the present time, in imparting a degree 
of stability to our manufacturing enterprise, sought in vain 
through the previous fluctuations of legislation, have probably 
contributed to strengthen this impression. 

“But, however that fact may have been, and subject to subse- 
quent alterations, as all laws must properly be considered; yet, 
to Change the limitations in this one, so peculiarly situated, an 
to do it against the wishes of persons most intercsted, or with- 
out the apology of some public exigency or necessity of state, 
would surely seem to be unnecessary, and, at least, of doubtful 
propriety.” 

‘Lhis view is my view of the binding obligation 
of faith and interest not to disturb this important 
act of Jegislation which once settled the harmony 
of this Union, and to disturb which would be again 
to disturb that harmony. Gentlemen say it is not a 
compact, but I say it is stronger than a compact, it 
is a compromise, and is sacred. A compact, sir, 
might be regarded as a bond or covenant isin some 
sections, where, if either be given, the debtor 
thinks he may, if be can, avoid payment or dis- 
charge of the obligation because il is a writing ob- 
ligaiory; but if he promises to pay only, his honor is 
pledged and the debt is safe. So here, sir, if this 
was constitutional law, gentlemen who plead it is 
not a compact might conscientiously claim the 
power to violate it as they usually, in my opinion, 
do violate that fundamental instrument which we 
have calied a Constitution; but as itis merely statute 
law, not the bond which may not be denied, I 
put their consciences aside and rely upon their honor 
to observe its faith. : 

Whence sprang this act?’ From danger to the 
Union—out of resistance to unequal and oppressive 
taxation. The bill of abominations, the tariff of 
1828, had consummated the protective policy. In 
1832, the question was one of a reduction of du« 
ties. The South contended for a reduction upon 
proiected atticles, and for a tax upon luxuries. The 
tariff interest made almost all the luxuries free, and 
jeft the duties on the protected articles. South Ca- 
rclina, aroused, resorted to her reserved rights—de- 
clared herself “the judge ef the infraction-and of. 
the mode and measure of redress”—proclaimed her . 
ordinance of nullification, and sworé by her altar 
and her gods that both should “sink together in the 
gust” sooner than she would submit to oppression. 
Gen. Jackson rose in his majesty, and swore “by 
the eternal gods” that he would ‘‘see the laws faith- 
fully executed,” and hang Calhoun, Hayne, Ha- 
milion, and McDuffie; “as high as Haman’s gal- 
lows!” And his wrath was no idle wrath—his 
threat no vain threat. The State had summoned 
her chivalry, and, as I am informed, one of the 
members of her convention, now a member of this 
House, [Mr. Ruerr,] went even so far as to pro- 
pose a dissolution of the Union, and Jackson issued 
his proclamation, and his orders to the standing 
army and to the navy. The nation was called “to 
arms!"—the nation against a single State. No, 
sir, the North against the South—-section against 
sectionthe very army and navy would bave been 


divided against themselyes—father against gon, and 
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. brother against brother! I was no nuilifier. I op- 

posed the dectrine. I opposed the theory upon 
which the resistance was founded. I defeated its 
advocates in an election for a scat on this floor. I 
wasa Union man and for peace. But let me tell 
gentlemen that, if war had begun, every Union man 
of Virginia would have been a Southern man. No 
standing army would ever have crossed her ancient 
lines to do battle against a sovereign. State, without 
first fighting her.sons of every faith at every pass 
where volunteers could have made a stand. Why? 
Because, sir, when the torch of civil war between 
. this Governmént and a State had once been lighted, 
the Union would have been dissolved. Once a war, 
never more a Union—-a Union asa Union has exist- 
ed and should exist. After a war of that kind, it 
would have been a Union of consolida ion, cemented 
by blood/—such a Union as no Union man of my 
acquaintance would have been willing to see exist. 
I doubt whether the officers of the navy or army 
could have been brought to bear a gun upon their 
own brethren in arms against what they solemnly 
deemed unconstitutional oppression. 

(Here several gentlemen exclaimed—“ Yes! El- 
liott- was there—Poinsett was there, the present Se- 
crelary of War.] 

Mr. Wise. “Yes! and there were others here to 
pass a ‘bloody bill,” against which my present ho- 
nored constitnent, the present Vice President elect, 
alone voted! Elliott does not deserve to be called 
an officer of the Navy. But such, sir, was the un- 
happy condition of our country when this act 
passed—an act which, if it be not a compact, is an 
act of rewrion—an act of peacefal compromise of 
civil hostilities which carried “healing on its wing!” 
An act, in the authorship of which consists the 
chief glory of an honored and distinguished Sena- 
tor, who acquired by its passage the illustrious title 
of “The Great Pacificator.” To that patriot I as- 
cribe all honor, praise, and gratitude, which are 
due to him, and 1 mean not to strip bhim of a laurel 
on his brow; but there is a part of the secret history 
of this act which, to the honor of another, has ne- 
ver yel.been recorded, and which I will take this 
opportunity to reveal, 

Sir, yesterday I alluded to Mr. Madison as the 
only lamp of my public lire, Him I never saw, 
and I should have remembered another model of 
Wisdom, and virtue, and patriotism whom I have 
seen, and seen in all situations of life—long and 
intimately did I know—well did Ilove him, and 
sacredly do. I cherish his memory. He is no 
more, T wish I could imitate bis virtuous and bal- 
lowed. example in life. I mean the lamented 
Hugh Lawson White, a servant of ‘l'ennessee, a 
son of North Carolina, without whose aid this com- 
promise act never could have become a law— 
without whose patriotism and firmness there 
would have heen a civil war upon a sovereign 
State and.upon the Union, South Carolina ought 
to be told of this: South Carolina, who, in 1836, 
threw her vote from him, her best defender from a 
tyrant. When this, act was before the Senate, he 
was President pro. tem. of that honorable body. 
He was in the chair, and had the appointment of 
ihe, committee which had to consider and report 
upon the plan of adjusting the tarif difficulties. In 
this high place, with this power, ke was warred—I 
will nos say by whom—not fo put a certain gentle- 
man (John M. Clayton of Delaware) on the com- 
mittee. The reason was, that there were rival 
plans—-one proposed by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, of whom and whose measure that cerlain 
gentieman was the friend; and the other plan was 
that of the Administration then ia power. That 
Administrati.n was governed by one of two mo- 
tives, perhaps by both, in wishing to defeat this act. 
They wished certainly to give preference to their 
own plan, and to deprive the authors of this of the 
honor of the compromise; and, perhaps, the head 
and chief wished nothing so much as the opportu. 
nity to apply “the second section” to the leaders 
of. resistance, whom he charged more with 
treason. to: Awa personally than to the coun- 
try. ‘The President pro fem. of the Senate 
knew -well the danger of defeating this act. 
‘When orders were issued tohim not to appoint 
its friend and advocate on the committee, what was 
his reply? The repiy of that sage, aud patriot, and 


hero—hero he was, for he had, like his chief, been 
,ia the wars—his reply was a plea to the jurisdic- 
tion ofany power to dictate the manner of dis- 
charging his duty. He told the man who assumed 
this authority, “You are too late. Mr, Clayton is 
appointed; and if he was not, he should be. I voied 
for the force bill as a decision merely that the Go- 
vernment had the power to execute its laws. I never 
intended it should operate or actually be put in 
force against any portion of my countrymen who 
happen to differ from me in opinion, and who are 
as honest and conscientious in those opinions as I 
am in mine; and, having voted for it, í will afford 
every opportunity to legislation in my power to pre= 
vent its effect.” And this, sir, produced the first 
cause of difference between him and General Jack- 
sop. He muzzled the bloodhounds, disappointed 
his chief of his prey, aided the compromise, and 
gave peace to a distracted people. Who wouid 
wish, even ifhe could acquire the title of second 
pacificator, to produce scenes like these again? Sir, 
if ever this tariff controversy rages again, gentle- 
men will not find one State alone in her resistance, 
but they may find their “bloody bills” as vain as 
any attempt at compromise will be in future. Let 
us, then, I repeat, consider this act, as dues the Se- 
cretary, aa honorary bond of union, as biading as 
faith, and as precious as peace. 

But, sir, whether an ordinary act or legislation or 
not, itis and will continue to be a statute, such as 
itis, until repealed, every section of which will 
continue, unless repealed in whole or in part. 
Some, sir, seem to imagine that the act expires in 
June, 1842 So far from it, sir, Zhen, and not un- 
til then, commences the part of the bargain or stipula- 
tion intended for the South. From 1833 until then 
the tariff iaterest will have had the duties mostly 
above 20 per cent. and not until then wil! the maxi- 
mum duty, not to exceed 20 per cent. become fixed. 
It will be hard, indeed, if it shall continue a com: 
promise until one pariy gets all ther share of the 
bargain, and immediately cease to be a compromise, 
and become a mere ord'nary statute, subject and 
liable, like all other statutes, to be repealed, as 
soon as the period arrives, by its own Himitations, 
for the other party to derive from it a benefit. 
This truly will be yielding to the protective genile- 
men’s constraction both the big and the little end 
of the bargain. A part of the very bargain was, 
that the excessive protection should be gradually 
reduced only for nine years, and then not exceed a 
given rate of 20 per cent. Wall gentlemen now 
say that they willenjoy this excess of protection 
above 20 per cent. for these nine years, gradually 
reduced only, and then, as soon as the reduction 
falls to 20 per cent. that they will Tepeal the act 
and pass a new ac! to suit their cupidity—to go 
back, if they please, tothe highest rates of duty, 
and that daty laid on what articles they please? if 
this is what they mean by saying this is no com- 
promise, I agree with them, and admit that, in this 
sense, it will mean for them to take all and leave 
nothing for us! 

The act of 1832 was an ordinary act of legisla- 
tion, liable to repsal at any time, but containing no 
limitation of time for iis operation. That act is 
the basis of this act of March 2, 1833, commonly 
called the “compromise act.” Both acts continue 
on until repealed, in whole or in part. 

Tie Ist and 21 sections of the act of March 2, 
1833, fix the duties on certain articles named in the 
act of 1832 at 29 per cent. from and after the 30th 
day of June, 1842. 

Section 34 enacts that all duties shall be cash due 
lies “from and after the 30th day of Jane, 1842; 
that “such duties shall be laid for the pucpose of 
raising such revenue as may be necessary to an 
eccnomical administration of the Government,” 
from and after tbat day, and it establishes the home 
valuation after that day. 

S:ction 5th makes certain articles free “from and 
afer that day;” prescribes on what articles duties 
are to be laid affer 30th June, 1842; and provides 
that the duties on no articles shall exceed 20 per 
cent. ‘from and after” that day. 

Section 6:h shows that the act: contemplates its 
restrictions in some respects to operate after 30ih 
June, 1849, - 


Here, then, we ses that this act is but a medifi- 


ca'ion and continuation of the act of 1832. No 
new legisiation is necessary after June, 1842, in 
consequence of any expiration or suspension of 
these laws. If let alone, they will work out their 
own provisions. They do not necessarily require 
any renewal cr change or additional enactment 
whatever. And the duties laid by these laws are 
sificie:t in ordinary times, when unusual causes 
do no! obstruct trade, to supply revenue for an eco- 
nomical administration of the Government. There 
is no necessity for your disturbing the act for rea- 
son of any defect init, or that it will not continue 
to operate. 

The extent and limitationsof the act are well 
defined by the Secretary of the Treasury’s report: 

“What, then, are those stipulations or restrictions? 

“1, The first seems to be, that a reduction, by instalments, of 
the former rate of duties, when exceeding twenty per cent. 
should forthwith commence, and continue uninterrupted until 
July Ist, 1842; so that when that period arrives, no duties what- 
ever should exceed twenty per cent. The leading section of 
the act is explicit upon this point. Hence, to defer or repeal, as 
some have proposed, the two reductions now remaining, and 
which are to take effect in 1842, would keep many duties higher 
than twealy per cent. and thus be in direct violation of this ge- 
neral provision. But if these last reductions should create a 
deticiency in the revenue, the 6th section of the act would allow 
it to be supplied in a different way, because this section provides 
that, in such an event, nothing contained in the Jaw shall pre- 
vent ‘ahering the rates of duty on articles which, by the afore- 
saidact of lih July, 1832, are subject to a less duty than twenty 
percent.’ : s ; 

“2, It will be seen, however, that this provision contains a se- 
cond restriction by limiting any revision made before 1842 for 
an increase of the tariff to only such articles as pay a less duty 
than twenty per cent 

“3. The next and third restriction on a revision is, that though 
one may be made before 1842, for purposes of revenue, if, when 
increasing the duties, it be contined to articles paying less than 
twenty per conl; yet it should not raise the tariff on those 
above that rate, even for revenue—ruch less, probably, for 
any other purpose. The close of the 6th section seems to be 
express, that the duty on articles paying a less rate than twen- 
ty per cent. if changed before 1942, shall be altered ‘in such 
manner as nof to exceed that rate.’ 

“What would be deemed the proper disposition of this limita- 
tion, ifa duty of tweuly per cent on ail imports would not 
yield sufficient. for the legitimate purposes of revenue, must 
be settled when the case shall arise. But it is believed that, 
with proper economy, there is uo likelihood of sucha cage ever 
occurring in a period of peace 

“4, Another restriction supposed to have heen intended is, 
that ifa revision be made to operate after June 30, 1842, instead 
of before, stl, as a gencral rule, none of the duties shall be then 
raised above twenty per cent, Thus the close of the 5th sec- 
tion provides that ‘all imports, on which the Ist.section of this 
act may operate, and ali atticles now admitted to entry. free 
from duty, or paying a less rate of duty than twenty per ceni. 
ad valorem, before the said 30th of June, 1842, from and after 
thatday may ve admitted to entry, subject to such duty, not 
eaceeding wwenty per cent.ad valorem, as shallbe provided 
by law. A change could then be made, at pleasure, from tweñ: 
ty percent. downwards, to entire freedom from any impost; 
but ne increase was to be permitted to gu above thatrate, In- 
deed, the inference would seem to be, that the compromise waa 
intended to prevent any duties from being assessed, even after 
1542, exclusively for the purpose of distribution, or protection, 
whether below or above twenty percent. in amounts hecause a 
clause in the 3d section provides that, after 1842, ‘duties shall be 
laid for the purpose o raising such revenue as maybe neces: 
sary (0 an economical administration of the Government,’ but 
is silent as to recognising or sanctioning an authority to do it 
for avy other purpose. The raising such arevenue was the 
great object of granting any power in the Constitution to la 
taxes and imposts. Aud it would be ditficultto find, ina limi. 
ted grant of powers, like what is contained in that instrument, 
for laying imposts, a warrant to impose them for other and dis- 
tinct Objects; and especially i! the operation ofsuch a measure, 
apparently undcran assumed eauthority,and on a subject so 
deticateand momentous to mankind as taxation, should tend to 
enrich particular classes or sections at the expense of others, 
In truth, the tariff'is as much a system of taxation asa land tax, 
astam)tax,ora direct tax ofany kind; andis chiefly distin- 
guishable from them by being more subtle and less obnoxious 
In its form. The confining of all duties, hereafter, toa low 
rate, was, therefore, desirable to the great mass of the people, 
because ii was confining taxes to a low rate. It was further sup- 
posed, without doubt, that, though comparatively low, they 
would yield, with the other ordinary receipts, an ample supply 
of revenue for such an ‘economical administration’ as is con- 
templated by this section of the act. 

‘itis also probable that many sound principles of political 
economy, and a mutual desire to arrange permanently the tariff 
controversy, united to persuade Congress rot only to reduce the 
duues lower, but Lo provide that they should always be kept 
larer. It must have been foreseen that this would avoid the 
useless yacillation, if noi folly, of first diminishing all the duties 
to twenty per cent. by 1812, witha view, afterwards, ofagain 
immediately raising them above it. It was obvious, too, that, 
by keeping the imposts more reduced, the tariff would operate 
more advantageously to free (rade, andthe procurement of re- 
ciproca} favorsabread, By confiaing, in substance, any future 
change to purposes ofrevenue alone, and within twenty per 
cont, Instead ofa wide range of thirty, fifty, eighty, and even 
moye, at times previously in practice, and frequently for pro- 
tection, it would likewise impart greater permanency and pros- 
perity evento manufacturing, and, with that, to all other de- 
scriptions ofindustry. It is well known, from recent experi» 
ence. tha tsuch stability in our system of duties would be better 
for the m: nufacturer, as wellas the merchant and thecommu- 
nity al large, than even a higher rate, exposed to constant 
changes; because, in the former case, intelligence and foresight 
could make more accurate calculations for the fuiure; a more 
uniform thrif , a more regular reward to industry, anda higher 
tone of moral feeling, would every where take the place of con- 
siani fiuetuations, mere gambling speculations, and a dangerous 
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overaction, from renewed hopes of high profits, often se very 
fallacious, Business and the currency would then be steady, 
and be regulated, as they shou h) 
trade than by banks or politicians. Nor is this permanency 
injurious to ihe laborer and artisan any more than to others, as 
all trades and regions ofthis country are opent to enterprise; and 
a larger siare here than abroad of the iicome in any one branch 
of business mustand should uniformly go to wages rather than 
capital, or the workman will, under our free institutions, quit 
it for more lucrative employment. On the contrary, ifan unu- 
sually largesnare go to him for a time, inaay particular pursuit 
or place, othecs will soon rush in, participate, and reduce it, 
by competition, evea below the average. Uniformiry and stea- 
diness, are, therefore, not lijurious to any, though engaged in 
labor or manufactures; hut usefulto all, except the mere specu- 
lating classes. _— an : 

«Two other restrictions exist in the 34 section of the compro- 
mise act, which seem to have ‘zen intended more especially for 
the benefit of the manufacturers and of the revenue, 

“5, One is, that after Jane, 1842, ‘ail duties on imports shall 
be collected in ready money; and all credits now allowed by law 
in the payment of duties, shail be, and hereby are, abolished.’ 
This was regarded, at that time, asa change likely to be very 
favorable to the manufacturing ciass, by making the twenty per 
cent. in cash operate, virtualiy, as a higher protection than 
twenty percent. on a credit (as now) of three and six months 
without interest. In point of fact, it was, also, a provision pro- 
phetic ag to evils to come under an excessive credit system, 
and will be possessed of much importance 1n curing them, and 
in securing the Government, and, through it, the community at 
large, against losses, by credit to merchants for duties, and by 
defaults of collectors, district attorneys, and marshals, caused 
by indulgence from them in collecting bonds for duties. After 
June, 1842, the importers of goods will, in this respect, stand on 
the same foundation with the purchasers of public lands. While 
no complaint can then be made by either of favor or discrimina- 
tion, the revenue will thus be rendered much safer, and public 
and private morality improved, by the removal of one great 
source of speculation and bankruptcy. 

66, The other restraint requires the duty, after 1842, to he im: 
posed on the value of the merchandise ‘at the port where the 
same shall be entered.’ This will render the twenty per cent. 
still more important to both the manufacturcra and the revenue, 
py being more secure against frauds and evasions, and being 
another virtual increase of duty on the same articles, as the lat- 
ler are usually worth much more here than abroad. Whether 
the value of them here being not uniform at difterent ports, 
would, if taken as the guide in assessing the duty, be justly open 
to any constitutional odjcction, it is not deemed appropriate on 
this occasion to discuss. From these various considerations, 
the following deductions are made: f 

“Phat the present tariff laws should be as little disturbed by 
any revision as possible, consistent with the public wants, and 
an adherence to sound principles; that changes should be made 
chiefly, if not solely, for purposes of revenue; that these changes, 
when raising the duty, whether operating before or after July L 
1842, should, as a gencral rule, be confined to articles not paying 
a duty as high as twenty percent; that, except in extreme cases, 
it should never raise them above that rate; and, lastly, that the 
existing provisious for the paymest of duties in cash, and the 
asssssment of them on the value of the merchandise at the 
port of entry, after 1842, are too important to be disregarded.” 

By the act of 1832 — 

Ist. Certain articles were taxed above 20 per 
cent, 

21, Certain articles were taxed below 20 per 
eent. 

3d. Certain articies were made fiee. 

4th. Tne duties above and below 20 per cent. 
were laid almost entirely upon the protected ar- 
ticles. 

5th. The articles made free were chiefly, almost 
wholly, of the unprotected class, or luxuries. 

By the act of 1833— 

Ist. The duties above 20 per cent. are to be re- 
duced by June, 1842, to 20 percent. 

21. Certain specified articies, entirely of the un- 
protected class, are made free, 

31. The duties on no articles, except those pay- 
ing less than 20 per cent. shouid be increased prior 
to June, 1842, and those duties should be increased 
to 20 per cent. only. 

4th. The duties on no articles whatever shall, after 
June, 1842, bz raised above 20 per cent. 

5h. After Jane, 1842, the duties on all imports 
on which the It seciicn operates, on all articles 
then admitted free, and on all paying less than 20 
per cent. may be laid as high as, but no higher, than 
20 per cent. , 

6th. After June, 1842, all duties shal! be laid for 
the purpose of raising such revenue as may be ne. 
cessary to an economical administration of the Go- 
vernment. Ne 

And this last is tha great and leading principle 
gained by the anti-tariff party in the compromise: 
Ast. A tariff for revenue only; 2d. Only so much 
revenue as is necessary to an economical adminis- 
tration of the Government. 

Such, sir, are the great leading features and prin- 
ciples of the great compromise of 1833. 

By these features we can easily distinguish the 
dividing lines between the North and the South in 
1833. Here we can see that neither party got nor 
lost all. By the debates of that period you can 
eäsily find the extreme points for which the respec- 


tive parties contended. 


kil be, rather by the great laws of 


The resolution of Mr. Hayne, who was truly the 
champion of the South, and his able commentary 
upon it, show you what the anti-tariff party con- 
tended for and agains!: 

ist. For a tariff for revenue. 

24. For the reduction of revenue to the wants of 
the Government. 

3d. Against the constitutionality of a tariff for 
protection per se; admitting, however, the power of 
discriminating duties for revenue, but contending 
for an equalization of duties upon the protected and 
unprotected class of articles, 

See volume Bih, part Ist, of Congressional de- 
bates of 1831 and 1832: 

“Monday, January 16.— the Senate took up the following 
resolution, submitted by Mr. Clay on the 10th instant: 

“Resolved, That the existing duties upon articles imported 
from foreign countries, and not coming into competition with 
similar aricles made or produced within the United States, 
ought to be forthwith abolished, except the duties upon wines 
and silks, and that those ought to be reduced; and that the Com- 
mittee on Finance be instructed to reporta bill accordingly. 

“Mr, Hayne moved the following modification of the reso- 
lution: 

“Strike out all after the word ‘countries,’ and insert as fol- 
lows: ‘be so reduced that the amountof the public revenue shail 
be sufficient to defray the expenses of Government according to 
their present scale, after the payment of the public debt; and 
that, allowing a reasonable time for the gradual reduction of the 
present high duties on the articles coming into competition 
with similar articles made or produced within the United 
States, the dutiesshall be ultimately equalized, so that the duty 
on no article shall, as compared with the value of that article, 
vary materially irom the general average.’ ee 

Such were the rival propositions; and reference 
to the speech of Mr. Clay, atthe time, will show 
the policy which the tariff party contended for. 
January 11, 1833, he said: 

“Although it may be impracticable to say what the exact 
amount of the pudlic revenue should be for the future, and what 
would be the precise produce of any given system of imposts, 
we may safely assume thatthe revenue may now be reduced, 
and considerably reduced. This reduction may be effected in 
various ways, and on dificrent principles. Only three modes 
shall now be noticed: $ J , , 

“lst. Toreduce the duties on all articles in the same ratio, 
without regard to the principle of protection, 

“2d. Toretaia thers on unprotected articles, and augment 
them on the protected articles, 

“And, 3d. To abolish and reduce the duties on unprotected 
articles, retaining and enforcing the faithful collection of those 
on the protected articles.” 


The first two modes he opposed, and the third he 
supported as equitable and reasonable; taking par- 
ticular care not to notice or debate, however, a 
fourth mode—to abolish and reduce the duties on the 
protected articles, and to relain, and, if necessary, to 
augment the duties on the unprotected articles, or 
‘Clucuries,” as they are now called—the modes for 
which the South contended. 

The compromise retained but reduced the duties 
on the protected articles, and made, contrary to 
the will of the South, most of the unproiected ar- 
ticles or luxuries free. 

Taen gentlemen of the tariff party resisted the 
duties upon “‘luxuriss” in order to retain those on 
the protected articles. Now they wish to tax noth- 
ing so much as “luxuries.” Is it their object now 
to lay a tax on luxurics in order to have a pretext 
for increasing the duties on the necessaries of life? 
Sir, can any man read the letter and spirit of the 
compromite act and not see that this must be the 
object of those who unders‘and its letter and spirit? 
Does not every eye see that there is a certain relation 
kept up throughout the positions assumed, the de- 
bates, and the acts of 1832 and 1833 themselves, 
between tbe protected and the unprotected articles? 
Will it not be, then, simply a question of the single 
rule of three with protection gentlemen—that, if 
protected articles are taxed oniy so much, while luxu- 
ries, or unprotected articles, are free, how much shalt 
the duties on protected articl:s be increased when lusu- 
gies become taxed? If we, of the minority, consent to 
disturb the tariff on luxuries, do you st ppose we will 
be allowed to stop there? May not, will not gentle- 
men insist upon carrying out the compromise act,and 
preserving and continuing these relations established 
by the act between protected and unprotected arti- 
cles? Sir, the moment that gentlemen began to 
talk even of duties on “luxuries,” did we not see 
the resolution proposed to be cfferec_ by the gentle- 
man from Verment, [Mr. Everzrr,] and did we 
not see the pin bill? If we consent to disturb the 
compromise, where shall we stop—what security 
have we that a majority will stop atal? Give up, 
yield to the first inroad on this act, and you will 
be stuck full of pins! noe 

[Here Mr. Wise was interrupted in his remarks 
py Mr, ETANLY.] 


Mr. Wise continued. Sir, some gentlemen un- 
certake to shear wolves. I. will-not.. I will wait 
until I am obliged to contend with a superior force 
before I fight. I will fight this tariff majority shy, 
I will retreat, sir, as our fathers did in the Revolu- 
tion—bdarefooted first, before I will grapple with.a 
majority tempted by every interest to put me -to the 
slaughter without quarters. That majority, con- 
sisting of members of all parties, is now alive and 
watching for us in the minority to touch “uzuries,”® 
and our only hope against protective duties iy to 
contend at once for the first great principle esta- 
blished by the act itself—“not to disturb the compro- 
mise without an actual and unavoidable necessity.” 
We have this giant majority bound now only by 
the shreds of faith; they are weak enough, we ail 
know, and they shalt not be unbound with my con- 
sent. I fear the beast of a protective tariff, and 
am no Van Amburgh, to be thrown into a cage of 
lions and tigers! Other gentlemen may rivk the 
fangs and teeth of a wild majority——I will not. 

By the compromise we cbiained somewhat of- 
approximation to equalization of duties on pro- 
tected and unprotected articles. And whether the 
act of last session—-the fourteen sections of the 
Senate—were in conformity either to the letter or 
spirit of the compromise act, let the world decide. 
Will the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Sranzy] say these sections were in accordance with 
the compromise act? No. And yet we were then, 
told the same thing—that nobedy desired to disturb 
the compromire! 

[Here Mr. Sranty rose and said ‘the had no obe 
jection to say that those sections were in accord- 
ance with the compromise.”] 

Mr. Wise. Then the gentleman’s understand- 
ing of the compromise is wholly different from 
mine. Whatls the compromise? That no article, 
cither before or after the 30th of June, 1842, shall 
be taxed more than 20 per cent. What were. the 
provisions of these sections? That silk and worsted 
goods, and bleached and unbleached linens, should 
Le taxed from 5 to 25, and even as high, in some 
insiances, as 50 per eent! Does the gentleman 
deny this? I know the act was exceedingly : com- 
plex; itnamed no duty; it employed, ingeniously 
enough, a great deal of circumlocution; but I have 
expositions of its mode of operation, from from the 
most enlightened merchants and fron the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury. Gentlemen and {—~allsay, 
they mean to carry out the compromise; but, sir, 
we understand it differently—there is therub! Gens 
tlemen and Ido not mean the same thing. For 
example, sir, that bill contained a direct protection. 
of Kentucky ction bagging—-a protection which 
was aimed atin 1932, and withdrawn by the: act 
of 1833; and yet it was inserted in these. sections 
as perfectly consistent with the compromise. I re- 
fer gentlemen to the same speech of Mr. Clay, in 
1832: 


“The success of the American manufacture of cotton bags 
ging has been such as that, by furnishing a better and cheaper 
article, the bagging of Insveruexs and Dundee has heen almost 
excluded iron the consumption ofthe States bordering on'the 
Mississippi and its tributaries, ‘Mere has not yet been suffis 
cient time to fabricate and transport the article in necessary: 
quantities from the Western States to the Southern Adlanti¢ 
States, which, therefore, have been almost exclusively supplied 
from tke Scottish manufactories. The payment of the duties: 
is evaded by the introduction of the foreign fabric, under the 
name of burlaps, or some other mercantile phrase, and, instead 
of paying five cents the squaie yard, itis entere with:a duty of 
only fifteen percent. ad m. "That this practice prevails, 
is demonstrated by the T report of the duties on cotton 
bagging for the years 1828, 1829, and 1930. During: the first 
year, the amount was 107,506 dollars; the second, 106,068 dol- 
jars; and the third, it sunk down to 14,144 dollars! > 

So, sir, my friend from South Carolina [Mr. 
Tuompson] can here sce that it Isno new idea to 
exclude bleached and unbleached linens in order to 
afford protection to the agricultural products of 


either cotton or hemp, by increasing the consump- 
tion of the fabries.of either. The same idea was 
faithfully pressed by the protective party in 1832; 
and itis the same protective idea still, whether ap- 
plied to hemp of Kentucky or cotton of South Ca- 
roa Tuomeson replied. He had said that he 
had no doubt that the prohibition of foreign linen 
would increase the consumpiion of cotton fabrics: 
which would be substituted, but.that he would 
neither vote for a prohibitory nor protective daty 


“upon linens; first, he would not because he ber 


lieved it unconstitutional, and he would not vote 
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for a measure which he thought unconstitutional, 
for any paltry benefit to his own section, nor would 
he, for any present benefit to his own particular 
staple, recognise the protective principle which, 
in its general operation, would infinitely counter- 
vail the benefit of a small increase of consumption 
of cotton] ` 

‘Mr. Wise. I understood the gentleman not to 
intend to vote for protection to cotton in this sense, 
but I could not so well understand why the idea was 
sò elaborated by him, and why cotton fabries were 
praised asso much “prettier” than silks. I give 
this principle of protection—this provision of the 
fourteen sections passed in the Senate last session 
to tax bleached and unbleached linens of Rassia 
and Scotland, in order to exelude ‘ burlaps,” &e. 
from competitign with American hemp—this old 
and not odd idea of 1832 again revived at this time, 
when the cry is now only to tax luxuries —os an exam- 
ple merely of the understanding of some gentlemen of 
how the compromise act isto b: carried out! Sir, it 
ouly shows that this thing of carrying out this aci 
is a complex and intricate question—it is an edged 
wol, and we of the minority are treading upon 
barning ploughshares every step we take in taxing 
luxuries. This mode of carrying out the compro- 
mise—of not disturbing the compromise, has made 
me distrustful and disinc!ined to touch the subject 
of. the tariff at all—has determined me to meer the 
altemptat the threshold, to “take the ball at the first 
hop.” 

Besides, sir, the compromise act provides express- 
fy on what articles the duties shail be laid prior to 
June, 1342, in case of excess or deficiency of reve- 
nue. What are they? See section 6:h of the act, 
which provides that, “in the contingency either of 
excess or deficiency of revenue,” an act may be 
passed prior to the 30th day of June, 1849, “aiter- 
Ing the rates of dutiés on -articles which, by the aet 
of 1832, are subject to a less rate of duty than 20 
per cen'um ad valorem,” in such manner as not 
to exceed that rate, and “so as lo adjast the revenue 
to either of the said contingencies.” 

By the report of the Secretary already quot.d— 
page second—we see also that the second limitation 
of the compromise is that there chall be no altera- 
tion of dutiss prior to June, 1842, except upon the 
articles named in this section—to wit, the articles 
subject by the act of 1832 to a less rate ofdaty than 
20 per centum ad valorem. 

What are those articles? See the act of 1839. 
The list is too long to quote, but many of these ar- 
ticles are’ of the protected class, and if we touch 
silks and wines, what is to prevent an increase of 
duties not exceeding 20 per centum ad valorem on 
tae whoie of these protected articles? Did not the 
resolution of inquiry proposed hy the gentleman 
from Vermont [Mr. Evererr] point directly to 
tipi? I feared it did sir, and, therefore, objected to 
its reception. . 

Again: The duties proposed even upon wines and 
silks and bleached and unbleached linens, &e. in- 
volve protection aud the whole subject of counter- 
vailing dutiés, and violate the compromise act. 

The 4th section of the aet provides expressly 
that “bleached and unbleached linens, table linen, 
linen napkins, and linen cambries, and worsted 
stuff goods, shawls, and other manufactures of silk 
and worsted, manufactures of silk, or of which 
silk shall be the component material of chief value, 
coming from this side of the Cape of Good Hope, 
except sewing silk, shall, until the 30th of June, 
1842, be admitted to enter free from duty.” Yet 
the act of last session proposed to tax some of 
tliese very articles as high as 25, and even 50 per 
cent! : 

But, sir, I wish to examine a moment the subject 
of duties on French wines and silks, especially as 
connected with our staples of tebucco and cotton. 

On this subject, sir, am for “letting Well enough 
alone.” I do not know how it is with the pipe and 
segar tobacco of Maryland—the kite-foot of my 
friend, (Mr. Jemirer,) but the old James river 
weed, the chewing tobacco of Virginia, I am told, 
was never doing better. lt never, upon the whole, 
bore a better price as compared with otber articles 
of export, and our planters are doing too well to 
enier upon a war of) countervailing duties, 
which never yet ended in any thing else but recriz 


mination, making bad, even where there was any 
bad, worse. I want more light, Mr. Chairman, 
than the Tobacco Convention has yet beamed upon 
this subject. Maryland may have cause to com- 
plain, though I am told there are more than 76 
millions of cigars imported into this country, and 
ihe most of them are not only manufactured of our 
tobacco, but are actually manufactured here and 
exported to get the Havana stamp before they are 
sold—that the enhanced valuc of the cigars will 
justify tbe exportation for importation again. How- 
ever this may be, and I do not vouch for it, I have 
a full sur,ey of our whole trade with France, 
which ought to be well understood before we tam- 
per with the delicate subject of coustervailing du- 
ties. Look to it, sir, or you may lose in one way, 
and various ways, more than you gain in an- 
other. I hold in my hand a full statistical and his- 
torical view of our commercial relations with 
France, to which I beg leave to call the attention 
of the committee. 

{Here M.. Trieterr, of Kentucky, rose and in- 
quired hy whom the statement was made?] 

Mr. Wise. Tam net the agtkorof the slatement, 
bai Ladopt the information it contains, and rely 
upon il as my own, until some gentleman shail 
point out an error in it. I will read it. 

‘The commercial relations hetween France and the United 


States are based upon the terns ofthe convention of the 24th of 
2 


June, 


2, which does not regulate the general duties upon mer- 
but only the discriminating over-taxes that affect on 
) fo the henefitof the national flag, the shipping of the 

ty. Fao relation te the 1es tive produets, no inter- 
ional stipulations provide for their rates of entry or exporta- 
andit his aiways been referred to the general legislation 
of both nations. 

“From these, however, are excepted French wine 7,00 one 
part, and American loag-stayte coon on the other—concessions 


haying been reciprocally roade in their favor hy Uietreaty of the 
‘Ath of July, 1834. 


Kr 


then, these two articles, the situation as regards 
al stipulivions consists purely in the repeal of the 
nioazing duties imposed upon the vival flags, caused by the 
direct Cransportation of goods, aud inthe perfect equality of ton- 
nage duties, mumally established at the identical rates of 5 
frances on one side and O eentson the ather. 
“In Washington as wel in Paris, the grievances expressed 
hreetly or through its diplomatic 


on a system of general reerimination against the 
French legislation of customs, aud on a comparison the ad- 
vantiges derived by both countries in the course of their com- 
mercial relations. “Others relate to a certain number ar de- 
siguated articles, such as cortan, rice, linseed, tea, indigo, and 
tobacco, 

“Lhe United Mates participate in the general commercial 
movementot France in the following proportion: 


Amounts expressed in millions of francs. 


Tnportation. | Exportation. 
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“Therefore, the Americans, instead of taking the fourth 
part (as asserted by their Government) of the whole of the 
French products, only take the sixth; and France, in return; 
receives from them more than the seventh part of her whole 
imports. 

“The year 1887, even, shows a resnit entirely to the reverse, 
as the United States only took the ninth part of the French ex. 
periation, whi rance received from them more than the se- 
venth of her whole importation. 

; her, the relativo amounts of this double 
movementofthe French commerce with the United States, dur- 
ing the period of the twelve years above stated, wH! be found 
to give the following resul 


in favor of | Proportion per ct, 
ae EERE 
aE: 
Years. SIRJA 
x1ols 
| à a Stele 
äjä 3 | ajs 
Mean for 10 years; | i | 
1827 to 1835 64] 94) - j 30 | 63 100! -l 39 
1837 - 8&7) 58; 29 | - 100 166.6 133.3 
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“It may be objected that the advantages which these tabular 
results seem to show in favor of France are sil increased by 
the nature of the exchanged products, since those sent to France 
consist mostly of primitive materials; while France sends 


e e a 


Ìn return a large quantity of manufactured articles. But 
itis important to notice, according to the above lable, that this 
last circumstance has largely contributed to ensure to the Ame- 
rican exportation its aimost constant and regular increase since 
twenty years; that the only decrease in the importation was in 
1831; that, in 1837, it was 33 per cent. larger than the French 
exportation, and that, from 1825 to 1838, it increased from 41 
millions to 101; increase equal to 146.3 per cent. 

“During that time, the French exports have been submitted 
tothe most abrupt variations, as well in increase ag in decrease. 
From 1832 to 1833, it went from 58 millions upto 107, to fali 
back again, in 1837, from 158 millions to. 58. The 158 millions 
to which it amounted in 1836 and the 120 in 1828, but particu- 
larly the first, may be considered as unusual, being toa great 
degree the result of the extraordinary impulse given to the 
commercial intercourse with Europe by the establishment of 
local banks in the different States of the Union, and the facility 
they afforded to the commerce to get rid of their own paper. 
And this impulse may be considered as the source of all the los. 
ses sustained by the French commerce in the liquidation of this 
unusual exportation. And at the present time, like in 1837, 
the reaction of this system, again felt in the United States; will 
create, and has already created, a notable reduction in their im- 
portation from France for 1839 and 1840. Notwithstanding these 
observations, if we take as a regular term of comparison the 
amount of French exports for 1833, we see that, since 1825 to 
the present moment, it has only been increased from 94 millions 
to 120; that is, 23 per cent. 

“Moreover, the French exportation is diminishing, while that 
from America is ia progress; and, though the difference in favor 
of France be still 15.8 per cent. the Americans have in fact.de- 
rived more profit than the French. 

“But it is important to mention one fact, showing that the 
difference in favorof French exportation is far fromm being a 
Gisadyantage'to the Americans; it is, that most of their products 
shipped from France for the different ports of the Union cannot 
be considered as forming part of ihe American imports from 


“France, 


“Indeed, if we take the amount of the exportation of 1838, 
though a better one might be used to strengthen this argument, 
we would find that the consumption of French products, 
amounting to 120 millions of francs for a population of 12 mil. 
Hons of souls, would make the annual consumption of articles 
of French industry or production by each inhabitant equal to 
12 francs, while the whole of the French exportation to Europe, 
which amounts to 293 millions of franes for a population of 213 
millions of souts, makes the consumption of the same products 
by each inhabitant equal to only i franc 30 centimes, a 

“The relative weatih of the American consumer does not af- 
ford a sufficient explanation of this very great difference. A 
enflicient reason for it cannot be found, either in the state of the 
American industry, which in fact is very far from standing out 
of competition with thatof Europe, its annual production hav- 
ingbeen valued.at no less than 300 millions of dollars. 'To ac- 
count, then, for this enormous difference, it is necessary toad- 
mit, aot only (what is otherwise ascertained) that part of the 
French products aro merely deposited in the United States to 
be reshipped for other countries of the same hemisphere, such 
as Mexico, Columbia, Central Republic, Venezuela, Ecuador, 
New Grenada, &c.; Dut, moreover, that is done for a large 
amount. The Americans, in furnishing out of their own im? 
ports these nations, who possess hiiie or no navy, with an im- 
portant part ofthe products of France, have, besides the profit of 
navigation, all the benefit of the commerce of deposite and of 
transit, and even the gains on commercial speculation. This 
state of things is very unfavorable to France, and annihilates 
the advantages expected by her asa consequence of her trea- 
lies of commerce and navigation with the new States of South 
America. 


auce exported to the United States about sixteen 
millions of francs worth of natural products, and about one 
hundred and four millions of manufactured article; amounting 
in all to one hundred and twenty millions. The following list 
gives the principal articles, classed according to their impor- 
tance: 

French Exportsto the United States, 


Silk goods . . 51,672,428 

Woollen goods . F i 16,478,948 

Cotton — do. ‘ 9,430,278 

Linen do. $ 6,001,431 
83,583,085 

Wines, spirits, &c, r + 19,496,000 

Worked kids and gloves » 6,165,000 

Vitrification . 3,232,000 

Hosiery P 3 2,211,000 

Millinery . . 1,751,000 

Fruits 1,220,000 


“Ia the same year, 1835, France received from the United 
States eighty-five millions of francs worth of materials neces. 
sary to industry, and more than thirty millions worth of manu- 
factured articles; altogether, one hundred and one millions of 


francs. The principal articlesare as follows, according to their 
importance: 
Exports from the United States to France. 

Cotton í : 4 : + 78,825,000 
Tobacco . : 5 s . 12,168,000 
Palm-leaf hats . K ' 7 2,514,000 
Potashes à : : . 1,268,000 
Whalebones . : . . 1,106,000 
Conmon timber 5 i . $23,000 
Products of animals and skins : : 851,000 
Lice 783,000 


“The duties paid on the whole import, amounting to one hun- 
dred and one millions of francs, excepting a few more articles 
of no importance, were 9,817,275 franea. 

“So that the duties imposed by the French tariff upon Ame- 
rican products, which are saidto exceed 50 per cent. are, in fact, 
according to that same tariff; less than 10 percent. And, if the 
same calculation be applied te American cotton alone, it will be 
found that the duties paid upen it, amounting to 8,714,288 francs 
are not more than H per cent. of its value. 

“It is said algo ‘that the products of America are generally 
submitted in France toan overtax of 33 per cent. compared with 
the products of other countries; and. that, while American 
commerce is thus treated by France so much more unfavorably 
than that of other nations, France is favored in the United 
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States by discriminating duties of 10 per cent. imposed up- 
on articles coming in competition with the products of French 
industry. 

“Far from there being even the slightest appearance of dis- 
crimination in the duties imposed by the French tariff witha 
view to give to the products of any nation the preference on 
those of America, the French legislation is, on the contrary, very 
favorable to the importation from that country. 

“For example: the rice from Carolina is charged with a 
smalter duty than the rice of any other country, even that of 
Piedmont, which for many reasons might be favored, and, how. 
ever, paysa duty of 6 francs, while the first only pays a duty of 
2h francs. i 

ithe duty on American cotton has been brought down to 20 
francs, without distinction of quality, while cotton from other 
countries remains submitted to duties of 25 and 30 francs, 

“american potashes pay 15 francs, and those from Rus- 
sia 18. 

“No distinction is made between the four, the timber, the 
dying wood coming from any porte of Europe and that iin- 
ported from transatlantic ports; and the duties are uf no im- 
portance, 

“It is the same thing for turtle shell, on which the duties 
are regulated by the same quality, varying from 17} to 25 and 
50 francs. 

“The same for the following articles: 


Whalebones . - . P -30 francs. 
Fish oils - - is x 3 Bldg. 
Honey -~ . . . š Z 5 do 
Wax not worked ` R x z 2 do. 
Hides - - n z : A tage 
Palmleaf hats, fine - - = + 75 centimes. 


Do, coarse - : . - 25 do, 
“But these articles being almost all that constitutes the direct 
exportfrom the United States to France, it is easy to judge 
whether the tariff of France deserves or not ail the accusations 
charged againat it. Itissufficientto add that all differences of 
duties which were established by itin favor of French naviga- 
tion have now turned, since the convention of 1822, to the bene- 
fit of the American flag. 

“As to the objection representing the discriminating duty of 
10 per cent. levied in the United States on Chinese silks as being 
specially established 1n favor of French industry, andas relat- 
ing to a certain number of other foreign products brought in 
competition with those of France on the American market, itis 
proper to state that this duty only bears upon one article—the 
silks imported in the United States from. countries situated on 
the other side of the Cape of Good Hope; thatit cannot be said 
to be favorable to France alone, as if is also profitable to the 
exportation of silks from all parts of Europe, without distinc- 
tion; that it has been established less with a view of a European 
or French interest than for the protection of certain cotton ar- 
ticles manu/actured in the United States, and which could not, 
without this duty, support the competition with common Chi- 
nese silks, 

Therefore, the advantage which France, whose legislation 
of customs is so favorable to the direct importation from Ame- 
rica, may find in the American market, is but the consequence 
of measures taken without regard to her interest, however use- 
f ul they may proveto her,as the price of concessions at teast 
equivalent. Among these may be speedily classed those made 
in favor of French wines by the treaty of the 4th of July, 1831, 
for they have been bought by the renunciation (stipulated in 
that treaty) to the French claims with relation to the 8th arti- 
cle of the treaty of the 30ih of April, 1303, for the cession of 
Louisiana,” and by the promise, since realized, to bring down. 
the duties upon long staple cotton to equal those paid upon the 
other kind of cotton directiy imported on French or American 
vessels. 

“This favor even, notwithstanding the price doubly paid for it 
by France, has become more nomina) than effective, in conse- 
quence of certain measures since adopted by the Federal Go- 
verament. 

“Among the special grievances expressed by the United 
States against France, we have already mentioned those against 
the duties levied on colon, race, linseed, tea, indigo, and 
tobacco. It iseasy to reduce these recriminations to their pro- 
per value.” 

[Here Mr. Wisz concluded his remarks on the 
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Farpay, January 29, 1841. 

[Mr. Wiss having taken the floor for the pur- 
pose of resuming his argument of yesterday— 

Mr. Ruert requested him to yield it for a mo- 
ment to enable him to make an inquiry of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia. 

Mr. Wise having yielded — 

Mr. Ruerr said he had understood that the gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise} had said yester- 
day thata member of the convention of South Ca- 
rolina (now holding a seat oa this flvor) had in 
that body (so high had the excitement ron) pro- 
posed a dissolution of the Union. As he (Mr. R.) 
was the only member of that convent.on now on 
this floor, he supposed the gentleman must have 
referred to him. 

Mr. Wiss was understood to say that he did al- 
lade to the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Ruyer] that such was the impression then pre- 
vailing in the country, and that if the newspapers 
at that time were to be believed, a dissolution of 
the Union was actually proposed or talked of in 
that convention. 

Mr. Ruerr said that the gentleman was entirely 
misinformed. Neither he nor any other member 


7 This article ensured to French shipping alithe advaniages 
given to the most favored nation in all the ports of the given up 
territory. 


of the convention ever proposed a dissolution of 
the Union, nor was any sech proposition ever 
made or discussed in the convention. 

Mr. Wise was understood to say he was glad he 
had made the remark, because it had afforded the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] an 
opportunity of contradicting it. He hoped, so far 
at least as South Carolina was concerned, that that 
section of the country would stand vindicated from 
the charge forever.] 

After this explanation, Mr. Wiserecumed. Sir, 
I left off reading yesterday when I came to the 
special grievances complained cf against France. 
I wiil proceed to read—commencing, where I left 
off, With cotton: i 


“Cotion.—The difference of 5 francsin the duties, which is 
complained of by the Federal Goverment, is but a just com- 
pensation for the greater value of American cotton compared 
with that of Turkey and Egypt. This difference has not at all 
been established with a view to protect one kind more than the 
other; and the results show it. 

“Though submitted to higher duties, (the difference being 
formerly 25 francs,) the importation of American cotton hag in- 
creased in fifteen years (1S18 to 1832) from 7,659,400 kilo- 
grammes to 27,333,000; and since the royal ordinance of the 
16th of June, 1832, has reduced the difference to 5 francs, the 
amountof American cotton importation has increased in six 
years 15,396,020 kilogrammes; that is, more than one-third, 
having gone up in 1333 to 43,780,000 kilogrammes, while trom 
1825 to 1838 the importation of Egyptian cotton went down from 
7,665,000 to 2,362,178 kilogrammes. 

“Bata məst important fact to notice is, that the difference of 
duties in favor of Egyptian cotton exists only when brought on 
French siips, and of this the Federai Government has no right 
to complain, when the equality of duties stipulated in the con 
ventiou of 1822 bears exclusively on the importation under 
both flags of international product. AS to the duties levied on 
Egyptian cotton when imported in vessels of other nations, even 
those of Egypt, tey are established in sucha way as to consti- 
tute a premium of five francs in favor of the same product 
from America when broughton American vessels. 

“Jt must be said, also, that certain circumstances, some per- 
manent, some ten porary, such as, on one part, the competition 
created by American planters witheach other, the progress of 
cultivation, and, according to General Cass, the progressive 
diminution of prices, which must be the consequence of it; 
and, on the other, the unusual stateof Egypt, and the want of 
extension in the cultivation of that country, paralyzed as it is 
by a monopoly, leaving no hope for a diminution in the prices 
equivalent to that which must take place in America—all these 
circumstances must necessarily ensure to the United States the 
largest share in the supply of cotton for the French market. 
The truth of this is fully ascertained by the following results: 
“The proportion of American cotton used in the French con- 

sumption is estimated at about - - B - 8 
That from the East - . - : * - 10 
And that from other countries, including places ofdeposite 3 


4 , 100 

#Thisshows how little America has to complain of the com- 
petition from Egyptian cotton, and how little reason there 
should be to take away the entirely nominal advantage which is 
left to this cotton, since (to realize the promise made in the 
treaty of 1831) the duties levied on American „cotton have been 
reduced from 40 francs to 20. 

“RieE s regards this article, he American recriminations 
are really incomprehensible—the tariff being altogether fayo- 
rable to the American product. 

Rice coming from the port where first shipped pays, if from 

the United States - - s - - fr. 2.50 
If from European ports -~ 


from place uf deposite : - - - 6.00 
from Piedmont, direst by land - - - 6.00 
9.00 


on foreign vessels - - - - - = 

“This renders it evident that the Carolina rice is greatly pro- 
ected, if compared with that from other countries, even when 
‘yought on French vessels. 

“Linseed —Tais article has never been of any importunce in 
the commerce of France with the United States. Besides, the 
duty of 5 francs formerly levied upon this product, no matter 
what country it came from, (excepting, however, a small gaan- 
tity brought from Russia for sced, which was slightly favored,) 
has been reduced by thelaw of the 2d of July, 1836, to 1 franc 
when imported on French or American vessels, and to 1 frane 
and a half when brought on ail other foreign ships from any 
country, without distinction. f i 

“Tea and Indigo.—These two articles are also of very little 
consequence in the commerce of the two nations. In 1839, the 
quantity of tea brought to France from the United States was 
but 1,009 kilogrammes, the whole value being Jess than 20,000 
franes. Of indigo, the importation does not exceed 6 or 7 hun- 
dred kilogrammes a year. 

. &fgbacco.—The recriminations addressed by the Americans 
against the monopoly exercised by the French administration 
touch direclly the right possessed by all nations of regulating as 
they choose the elements of their internal revenue. If such 
pretensions were admitted upon one point, there would be no 
means, no reason to repel them onany other. To-day, the sub: 
ject isthe monopoly of tobacco; to morrow, I would be munici- 
pal taxes, &c. and the internal economy of France, as well as 
all measures calculated to act directly on the conditions and the 
regulatious of exotic products, would become the hasis or the 
pretext of consiant and endless aggressions. 

“In principle, these yecriminations must be expressly de- 
clined. 

“But, even laying aside this peremptory consideration, the 
complaint of American planters cannot sustain discussion. Tlie 
duty imposed upm foreign tobacco by the monopoly being, af- 
ter all, in whatever form it may be Jevied, puta duty of con: 
sumption, the Jegitimacy of which is acknowledged, what re- 
mains to be examined is, how far it restraias | the consumptien 
of foreign product, in the interest of which it isincriminated. 

“The nature of the tobacco manufactured by tře Regie being 

ntended for different classes of consumers, the inferior quah- 


ties are composed of the indigenous product, while alt the supe- 
rior qualities are manufactured with the mixture of American 
tobacco. The increase of prices created by the duties has no 
r-stric.ing action on the habits. of rich consumers, for whom 
the iobacco from the United States is particularly designed. 
There is then, in fact, no Joss for these qualities, constituting 
almost the whole of the American propuct. As to the inferior 
quality, which is produced in the United States as well as in 
France, it would be difficult to conceive how the Americans 
could claim from France a protection for their interest, when 
that same protection would oblige France to the sacrifice of her 
own interest at home. 

“A proof that there is no loss to the United States is, that the 
consumption of their tobacco, which forms the four-fifth of the 
whole of the French imports of foreign tobacco, is In progress; 
the amount of the importation of 1937, which was the largest 
one, having been exceeded by that 1835, as will be seen by the 
following table, which gives the imports in France of foreign 
tobacco as well fromthe United States as from other countries; 
from 1828 to 1838: ` 
From the United States, From other countries. 


Years. Kilogrammes, Kilogrammes.. 
1823 . - 952,851 87,232 
1829 : ` 1,000,421 340,703 
1830 : : 4,645,288 184,668 
1881 Š : 270,162 1,086 
1832 - - 2,653,936 2,389 
1833 ` . 4,493,224 34 394 
1834 - ` 2,792,180 129,518 
1835 - ` 2,227 S65 333,989 
1836 . . 2,747,819 337,799 
1837 - - 4,823,222 1,135,815 
1833 . - 5,290,750 1,229,819 


“ttis said that the American tobacco dog not find under the 
French legislation sufficient conditions of equality for its sale. 

“It is hardly necessary to answer this assertion otherwise than 
by noticing that the agents of the French administration, coming 
inthe American market with the buyers from all countries, pay 
the same price as the others, and necessarily contribute to 
maintain these prices by their competition, especially when it 
is known that the wants of France, which can be estimated in 
advance, increase every year in an obvious proportion, with the 
exception of a slight variation, which is in no way a conse- 
quence of the monopoly. 

“But still, we can show that the monopoly, far from restrain- 
ing the sale of American tobacco in the French consumption, 
is, on the contrary, favorable to it. I$ we suppose for one mo- 
ment that this monopoly be abandoned, it must be compensated 
by the creation of new custom-house duties, causing thé tobac- 
co to be placed on an equal footing with all other foreign articles 
of consumption, and consequently submitting the supplying to 
all the chances of commercial competition, Tobacco Pulite 
like tea, pepper, cinnamon. indigo, &c. The ‘American 
planter would findin the French market numerous competitors 
opposing his prices aod conditions, instead of the present con- 
stant and regular issue offered to him by the enlightened prefe- 
rence given to him by the administration. Moreover, the 
extinction of the monopoly would enable the French 
planter to produce indigenous tobacco, diminishing, so much, 
the consumption of foreign product. Tn all conscience, can the 
American planter wish for such a change? { 

“Finally, alast complaint is made by the Government o` 
the Unired States relating to the navigation between the two 
countries, Its substance may be expressedin the following 
words: 3 

ocAg regards the navigation, the tonnage duty of 5 francs, 
viz $4 cents, established by the convention of 1822 upon 
United States vessels in France and upon French vesse}s in the 

Inited States, throws inthe hands of third nations all the bene- 
Ait of the transportation between the two countries, because the 
flags of those nations paying but4 francs 12. centimes conse- 
quently derive a proñt of 83 centimes, and enjoy in the United 
States the advantage ofa free entry.’ . 

“To answer this complaint, it will be sufficient to designate 
the consequences of the Convention of the 24th June, 1922, the 
stipulations of which regulate the relations of navigation be- 
tween Franceand the United States. But, fora better appreci- 
ation of the effects of the convention on navigation, it may. be 
useful to glance over the effects produced in this respect by the 
different regulations at previous times. 

“Three distinct periods have preceded the one regulated by 
the convention of 1822. : 

“The first period, during which the French flag paid an over- 
taxin America while the flag ofthe Unit à States paid none 
in France, was that which preceded the law of the 28th April, 
#316. If, during that period, the ited States enjoyed alone 
the profit of the transportation between the two, countries, it 
was owing not only to the regulations then established on both 
sides, but especially tothe state of war andthe laws of block- 
ade. Therefore, no comparison can be based upon the period 
of the French empire,and the Americans were wrong tocon- 
sider, then, as an acquired right, the exclusive advantage òf. 
transporta'ion, when they possessed itonly p factend asaneuiral 
power. As for the two years, 1814 and i815, the French navy 
was not yet organized—they cannot, then, be taken as. a term, 
of comparison. , 

othe second period—that whicti immediately followed the 


law ofthe 28th April, 12916—is the only one that cant he taken as 
it began a more regular order of. 


astarting point, for with der © 
things. S established. in principle, a diference of duties in 
favor ofthe French fiag for the importauion of foreign products, 
not Including, however, in this system, the Trench exports pro- 
per. Under that regime’ of discriminating dnties, the share 
of France in the transportation increased yearly. This share, 
which was nothing previous to that period, amounted, at the 
and of ISI7, to onesisth of the whole transportation;. in 
IS{3 it was one-fourths and in 1819 nearly one third. ue 

“The thir iod wasthat of the reprisals, by whieh France 
BEE HR Apen ret the aggressions of the United Stares—the 
last 5 months of 1320. the year 182] and the first 9 months of 
1822, The year 162l is the only one that offers complete re- 
sults. During that year, the share of France was a little more 
than one-seventh, that of the United States alittle less than two- 
sevenths, the remnant to the other flags. : 

«puring the period regulated by the convention of 1822, 
France obtained the first year (1823) buta jittie lesa. than omei. 
twentieth; but the evento! a war with Spain must have hai 
an influence on this result: the.year 1884, free from itshows.2 
slight increase. , g Don y 
i The following table shows the relative shares of poth coun, 
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tries, and that. of the other flags, in tonnage, between France 
and the United States, from 1825 to 1838: , 
paaie aa ra 


eB Proportion per cent. 
` Years, Amoun ——— mammam 
of genera Share ofeach flag in the 
ionnage. „general tonnage. 
french [Amer’n | Others. |Aggre’e. 
Tons. . | 
1825 106,55z} 13. 8&7 - 100 
1826 151,256] 10.4] 89 6 | 109 
Mean for 10 ‘ 
yrs: from 172,000} . 12 86 | 2 100 
1627 t0 736 . : | 
i 1737 210,338; 17.5] 788 47; 100 
1833. 232,131) 13 85 2 ' 100 


“Go that in a tonnage, which in 1838 is nearly treble of what it 
wasin 1816, having increased from 96,892 tons to 232,136, the 
proportion which can be considered as the usual sharo all..wed 
to France by the convention of 1922 is but 12 to 13 per cent. that 
is, about one-eighth of the whole transportation; the remnant be- 
Jonging-almost entirely to the Uniied States. 

Phe convention has, therefore, made the sitnatioa of the 
French flag worse than it was under the influence ofthe law of 
1816, and even worse than in the time of the reprisais, though 
the object of this convention was, as it was said jn its preamble, 
to regulate the relations of commerce and navigation of the 
two nations in a manner RECLPROCALLY udvaniageous and 
satisfactory. But this is the more worthy of consideration, be- 
tause the sacrifices impused by this treaty to French navigation 
did not find any compensation that could be taken m account, in 
the condition made 1French products, since this condition was 
not a‘consequence of the stipulations of 1822, and was only, as it 
has been proved before, the price of subsequent concessions, at 
least equal to, or mereiy the result of general measures taken 
without regard for french interests. i 

“Vet there ia another element of tie question of navigation 
which it is important not to neglect, in order to get a just esti. 
mate of the damages sustained by France in this respect: it is 
the nature of the products ecteving into the mutual commerce, 
and the'share that seems to be ed from the capacity of 
these products to cach party, in the respective navigation, aot 
Withstanding the veciprocity which is the aim of the conyen- 


tion. ` 

“The Federal Government pretended that the tonnage re- 
quired for the transportation of American products to france 
was four times greater than the tonnage required for the crans- 

ortation to America ofan equal value of French goods, even 
ncluding wine and brandy. ‘Phe French administration, con- 
vinged that this estimats could uot bo correct, and wishing to 
know exactly the real difference existing in this respect between 
the products of both countries, ascertained from numerous and 
decisive sources of information that the difference in more for 
American products was in the proportion of 27 to 14. 

Ja this supposition the relative cacumbrance resulting from 
the capacit Pte Trench products requiring buta litle Jess 
than a third of the tonnage, viz: about 31.3 per cent, the share 
of France in the transportation should not exceed the equiva- 

ent, 

“Therefore, even leaving the discussion on the ground adopt- 
ed by the Federal Government, the heaviness of the losses 4us- 
tained by the French navy would still be unquestionable, for 
the share of France in the general movement of transportation 
being but fom 12 to 13 per cent. there would be still for her a 
constant loss of from 18 to 19 per cent. onan equal valueof ex. 
changed products. To this loss should also be added the por- 
tion. of toonagethat ought to be secured to France for the sur- 
plug of value of her exports over imports. 

“From this we can judge of the spirit of inaccuracy which 
characterizes the grievances of the Federal Government and the 
carelessness brought in the examination of the facta by which 
are supported these grievances, But another thing quite as 
atrange as the lamentations addressed to France is the pretext 
given to them, when basei upon a pretended encroachment on 
this transportation by the flags of other nations, whose share in 
the transportation has not outreached (as shown in the above 
table) since 15 years the insignificant limit of 2 percent, More» 
over, the cause assigned to this encroachment is no more cor- 
rectthan the assertion itself, and, in this respect, the Federal 
Government are yet mistaken when they think that the Ameri- 
can vessels pay 83 centimes more in France than the vessels of 
other nations, (English excepted.) For, to the 4 francs 12 cen- 
times of ordinary ‘tonnage duties paid by other nations must be 
added all the expenses for expedition, permits, passports, pilots, 
6, which exceed for forsign ships thesum required -from 
French vessels or from American ones, as both enjoy the sams 
privileges. 

“If we xesume the sundry results which we have just had oc- 
cagion to state, they bring us to the conclusions which we have 
yet to offer: 

“tat. As for Commerce —During the last 12 years, from 
1827 to 1838, the general movement of merchandises between 
the United States and France bas been eqnal to 1,916,000,000 
franca, that is, an annual mean of 162,000,000. 
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“But this difference: of 290,000,000, an annual mean of 24,- 
000,000, be it 14 percent. does not constitute a disadvantage for 


- the Americans, for, as before stated, a large amount of French 


products are brought to the United States to be reshipped for 
other countries of America; and this amount, which is at Jeast 
sufficient to destroy the balance against the United States, is a 
sertain source for them of very important profits. 

, 'Fherefore, a fact which can be asserted with truth and with- 
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out exaggeration is, that, as regards exchanges, there is no loss 
on the part of the Americans. 

“94. As fon Navigution —During the same 12 years the ag- 
gregate tonnage between France and the United States (coming 
in and goigg out united) bas amounted to 2,161,000 tons, giving 
an annual mean of 180,009 tons: 


During the 12 years, Annual mean. 


Proportion per cent. 
from 1827 to 1838. 


1,841,000 tong, 153,000 tons, -85.2 
256,000 *¢ 22,000 12.3 
54,000 4E 4,500 “ 2.5 

2 161,020 tons. 180,000 tons. 100 


“Tf we value in the above proportion the difference existiag 
in the capacity of the respective producta, the share of France 
in tho general tonnage ought to amount, for an equal value af 
products, toa lite more than one-third, that is, apoun viz: 

1.3 p. et. 

“But the French products having exceeded in i 
valne the American products by an annnal mean of 


culated in said proportion this increase would he ~- 45 
‘Therefore, the share which France ought to have 
obtained should he equal to -~ - - 
“IF compared wiih the one she has obtained in fact 12.3 * 
“Tr will show an annual mean loss for her of 


OCI cons a loss of - : 
60 tons we deduct 3,000 
tons, taken ent ofu 0 ferming the mean annual 
share of o'her nations, (besarse their share is about 
two-thirds of the going out, aod one-third of he com. 
ing in.) we will find -~ me - -39300 “ 
To bethe amount which, to the detriment of the Fiench fag, 
formed the annual profits of Americans Curing these 12 years." 

EBA. As for the legistution.-In France, no sort of over tax 
upon merchandise; entire reciprocity for the flag, privilege 
given to Arherican products, compared with similar products, 
not coming from French colonies or from India; advantage to 
all products coming irom the Cnited States over the products 
of India, not breugat direcdy on ¥ i botom. 

“The resukofihisis in actas i n seen: Equality of 
advan the eachung ‘ Inost total, of the 


“This makeson 130 
“And it from th 


express 
ch pre- 
Aud all thet 
posed in the pre- 
he tas done until 
5 onvention giving 
isportation in the jmercowmse to the 
Amencan thug sed the interest of her navigation to 
the advantages whch her commerce could derive from the 
progiessiye importance of the markets opened in the United 
Suites to her products ofall kinds. The commercial reijations 
bewween the tee netionscan he maintained, ina manner useful 
to both, in this ee between the advantages granted 
tothe Amenear na tion and thes volved to French pro- 
ducts. But, any modvication altering the commercial advan- 
tages which alone have caused the concessions made by France 
to the navy of the Union, and which alone can aliow ihe cm- 
linuation of thess con ons, would evidently authorize the 
French Government to withdraw favors which, given at her 
detriment, would have no more compensation, —— 

“Phe French Government will then await, with calm, the re- 
sult of the discussions which the tariif may taie in Congress. 
But it would see itself, although with regret, bound to adopt de- 
fensive measures, should this result alter the present state of the 
commercial relations between France and the United States.” 

And, sir, in addition to this view of the whole 
Subject, I will present the following views and ta- 
bles from the New York Herald of December 13th, 
1840: 

“Jnsteal of devising new means of supplying the extrava- 
gance ofthe Federal Government, the true potiey istocut down 
the expenses to a level with the revenue. The party about to 
come into power are already full cry for an increase of the tariff, 
and many specious pretences areset up in order to effect that 
objeet. The most prominent are the great import of silks from 
France, and the great duties imposed by that Government upon 
tobacco shipped fro:a this country. In order to understand the 
relations between the two countries, we have compiled from of- 
ficial sources the following table of the whole trade for five 
years, combining years of the greatest depression and inflation: 

IMPoRTS FROM FRANCE. DISTINGUISHING THE DUTIES. 
E: ~ a 


tpit seems, is eas 
remains to be added to the consid 
sent note is, that France, in permi 5 
now, the corventjon of I822 to subsist 

in fact the 7-8th of the te 


Duty free. 1835. 827. 1838 1839. 
Antimony, 9, 875 
Spelter, > 5,765 299,357 629 
Brimstone, 67415 33.763 ~ 6 

, 10,623 27,255 19,069 

ins, $9076 193.064 - 
Animals io breed, - 155 


Oid Copper 
Gold, ee 


Silver, 1 83,831 
Cotice, 20,664 
Cocoa, Sati 
Almonds, 23092 106,973 
Proves, le 8.1537 50.571 
oF 2G 


13.826 
12,697 n 
worsted, 634 


67 1,C07,237 


Linen, 36 
Boling cloths, 27,964 €5,161 É 
Wool, 11,632 . 30,957 

Opium, 48,071 6.451 459 5, 
Other art, 746,043 889,425 570,710 535415 13 


Total free, 15,889,015 25,920,588 13,209, 880 12,107,415 32,124,405 


Advaloremi, 
Clothes "177,442 . 165,669 87,895 160,368 212,999 


“The same calculation for 1838 sho losg for t i; 
flag of 46030 tone, shows & loss for the French 


} 


Merino shawis, 1,105 393 96 16,383 54,677 
Blankets, 181,767 217,769 129,910 198,745 149,082 
Hosiery, 9,149 5557 6,587 10,030 46346 
Other wool, 7413 35,085 611 1,400 6.974 
Cot. prints; 1,146,853 1,892,020 1,193.982 713,567 1,177,282 
White do. 198673 410.276 433,621 110,158 62.866 
White hosiery, 23,292 50,540 46,256 29,578 97,122 
Yarn, 1,550 757 4,259 2,006 + 2,685 
Other cotton, 59,882 67,415 112822 2,767 241,314 
Silk, India, 1,410 189 533 116 1,186 
Silk, sewing, 51,168 205,439 950.154 202,733 519,030 
Lace, 75.990 183,795 144,277 83035 204,439 
Flax manuf, 6,727 61,572 0,68: 10,039 65,304 
Hemp do. 200) “825 84l 
Leghorn hats, 27,094 126,334, 263,640 
For hats, 3,070 2,671 8,100 
Firearms, Q7,7il . 78,706 30,012 
Tron manufac. 53,803 123,987 143,057 
Copper vo 26.976 41.365 82,938 
Brass do 60,537 92,696 
Tin do 1,189 2014 
Wood do 94,444 136,783 
Leatherilo = 781. 958,042 
Niarble do 3. 3,905 
Gold and silver 79,123 93,022 
Watches, 253.413 415,900 
Glassware, 132,053 232 247,000 
China ware, 106,58 163,748 153,460 
Paperhangings 91 112,194 39,158 99,000 
Raw silk, 

Raw wool, 94.16: 11,000 
Other manuf. 103,106 60,000 
Not enumerated, 

pay 123 pret. 15.2 81,176 

pay 15 do 314,994 

pay 25 do 49 755,717 

pay 30 do ji 18,957 

pay 50 do 82,281 141,433 
Total ad. vi. 4,615,647 7,181,523 
Specific duties. 

Fjannels, 10.814 1,827 3,316 GO 823 
Carpeting, 15,050 267 1,133 356 1,663 
Fluor cloths, j6 169 366 ig 
Oil cloths, i 145 304 34 
Red wine, 828,975 35 440,868 
Other wine, 264.160 135,034 
Bottles wine, GU2, 1,116,109 801,676 
Sherry Wine, 207 255 
Spanish wine. Boe ~ 2,1651 
Wine of other 

countries, - 6,152 19,691 

Dsti’d spirits, 858,711 762,886 + 1,827,015 
Vinegar, 093 9,024 14,762 
Olive oil, 12,533 9,333 9, 13:2 
Chocolate, 508 158 6,067 
Brown sugar, 4,911 - 3,422 
Cheese, 5,760 6.160 8,253 
Soap, 23,861 25,061 94,173 
Cotton, 25,783 

Bristles, 8,209 1,833 493 
Ochre, 2,898 4,872 10,087 
Sugar of lead, 2,797 - 1,854 
Cordage, 258 235 "807 
Twine, 7,802 8,034 5,393 
Corks, -~ 38,230 23,057 41,097 
Fircarms, 14,036 ~ 2,978 
Iron castings, 5,562 2.416 2,303 
Iron bars, 24h 7 1,959 
Wheat flour, 4,887 

Wheat, 1,484 1,049 
Potatoes, 1.694 12.967 
Paper, 3,689 15,817 
Books, 54,949 91,060 
Vials, 660 2,0¢0 
Demijohns 5,467 2,601 
Black hotties, 73 26,6 


Fish, ; 
Shoes, ladies’ 
Shoes, men’s 


Shoes, child’ns fi 86 

Boots, 7,247 

Hat bodies, - 

Total, 2,354,928 39 3,151,061 1,978,889 $215,383 

jro, Impts. 23.5 2 22,082,5:4 18,771,797 32,531,321 
91 


22,053,5 
45.909 16.274.713 30,411,937 


Foreign do. 3897.079 2,120,284 


No. ves. arrived 388 468 
Tonnage, 12: 121,864 332.38 

Expor r FRANCE, f 
Raw hides, 452 12,926 


Dyevwood,é&c. 124,000 87.260 


Gold, 6,400 27,748 

Silver 632.064 f 

Teas, 63 534 

Cotfee, 502,212 

Cocoa, 35.940 

Spices, 13.461 

Silks, 4.928 

Cotton goods, 5,624 

Lace, 2,000 

Leghorn hata, 37.183 

Indigo, 5.364 

Wine, 19,340 

Molasses, 2,201 - 

Brown Sugar, 35,769 220.637 

Cotton, € 13,817 

Other arts 42.250 63,840 

Tot forex. 1,748,599 1,310,859 2,399,369 1,298,991 2370746 

Per Ameri a i a y D ee 
canves. 1,364,123 1,0!2430 1,510223 907,58 751,369 

Perfor. do. 284,476 “348,569 879,146 251160 tear? 

Exports or DOMESTIC PRODUCE TO FRANCE. 

Fish, 85,347 60,079 > 363 

Whale oil, 2.835 2.896 22,456 8,412 

Whalebone, 36,093 149,509 141,505 194,876 131,753 

Sperm candies, 3,154 236 Hes 65 "5 

Lumber, 280,967 309,534 115,477 91,674 100,596 

Spars, 21297 1,284 1,371 S621 825 
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Oak bark, 2044 24592 17,610 59.545 77,936 
Wood, manu. 20,267 18,227 1,629 4.790 2719 
Naval stores, 10,815 15,126 5,547 11,907 11,996 
Ashes, 101415 231291 255,303 224,755 219645 
Skins, 22351 29401 396  2LX7 8389 
Beef & hides, 129,171 56.395 23,880 19,631 36,173 
Flour, 4tul2 26,513 = 70 2809 
Rice 245,817 413843 274,623 139,525 320911 
Meal, 20,150 iL 2I7 = 4,079 


Tiops, 

Wax, 

Forniture, 

Hats, 

Beer, &c. 

Turpentine, 

Tron, 2 

Spts. fm molasses 6,130 

Copper manu. 9,337 

Medicine, 1,631 

Cotton, manu. 3,437 - 
Cloths, 1,225 2,249 
Books, (1,037 2,050 
Gold leaf, - 3,190 
Coin, 9,600 - 
Manu. not men. 18,192 6,400 
Articles, do. 11,844 17,223 


Tot. do. ex. 18,585,407 20,080,381 17,350 914 14,525 414 15,966,103 
In Ameri 
vessels + 17,545,855 19,381,370 15,260,391 13,246,193 13,724,034 


In foreign 
vessels, 1,049,602 1,696,091 1,190,523 1,977,216 2,212,174 
Grand total 


exports, 20,075,066 21,441,200 19,759,283 15,82 
No. vessels cP’ j 526 


5 524 595 5il 
Tonnage, 142,037 159,193 151,140 169449 141,765 


‘In these tables we find that the average import of Frenchsilk 
for five years is but little more than $11,090,009, instead of 
$20,000,000, as hasbeen assertec Mr. Biddie, Mr. Webster, 
and re-ecuived by all the party papers from oneend of the coun- 
try to the other. At the same time Frauce buya, on an ave ra, 
$15,000,000 of cotton from us annually, and one niliion of dollars 
worth oftobacco, while our import of cotton goods from France 
is scarcely $1,000,000. If the silks of France are to be subjec'ed 
to duty, what will prevent her from laying a discriminating du- 
ty in favor of Bast India aud Colonial cottons, to the damage. 


5 19,935,954 


of our planters? fi isset up as a pretence that this grear e 


silk imporis from France causes a drain of the precio 
on the contrary, we find that the imports of cola and 
ceed the exports for that country in five years near ¢5 600,000, 
In this view of it, therefore, thereis no reality in the pretence 
set up, and there exists no good reason for increasing the duties 
on French imports. Ia regardto the heavy dutie allezed to be 
levied upon American tobacco in France, the position 
by the planters, that theirinterest suffers by it, appears to be 
entirely erroneous. In the first place, the article of tobacco, 
from its nature, isexempt from the usual rule of commerce, 
that an increase of price decreases consumption; the small 
quantities which each individual addicted to the use cf the weed 
consumes in a year, make the doubling or quadrupling of its 
prices a matter of minor importauce to him, and he does not 
curtail his usual allowance. 
served among the poorer classes, that when other necessaries of 
life have decreasd in consumption, in consequence of high 
prices, tobacco has increased, because it, in a manner, becomes 
a substitute; for a proof of this, on a grand scale, the facts of 
fered by the plantersare the most conclusive. They state that 
the Government of France derive arevenue of $30,000,000 from 
imports on the article.. Now, if we turn to the table of exports, 
we find that the export to France has increased from near 7,009 
hhds. in 1835, to near 16,000 hhds. In 1835, and 10,000 bhds. ia 
1839, when the crop was short, showing a vastly greater in- 
crease than is presented by any other article. 

“Jn the face of this rapid salo of iheir product, the planters ask 
for retaliative duties upon the imports of France, to the damage 
of their fellow-citizens, unless the European Governments con- 
sent to forego a most lucrative monopoly which, itisabsurd to 
suppose, they will do, especially on such an articieas tobacco, 
the extended use of which it is wise policy to discountenance. 
The planters appear to be impelied by the say:e feeling which 
induces England to make war upon China, because they will 
not buy her opium. Instead of listening to these injurious pc- 
titions, which tend backwards to the exploded system of re- 
strictive duties, the wisest policy of natisnal councils will be to 
seek means of extending our foreign trade on the American sys- 
tem of reciprocity. Ithas been the policy of England always to 
build up markets for herself, by cullivating the trade of new and 
distant countries. The United States are now in a position in 
which they can compete successfully with England in foreign 
countries. The mighty empire of the Brazils affords an in- 
mense field for the enterprise of this country, She lready buys 
$13,000,000 of English cotton goods annually, which might be 
furnished from this country, if the intercourse was properly 
managed. Ag it is, we arenow without a commercial treaty 
with that empire, We wilishortly recur to this subject.” 

We lose but little ia our general commercial re- 
lations with France, and what is lost by ‘he diffe- 
rence in her favor, if there be any, on imports and 
exports, is more than made up by the profit in our 
favor on navigation. Will the ship owners and na- 
vigation interest go for this war of retaliation on 
France? Why this war on Fuance, cur ancient 
ally and benef'sctress—a nation which has in good 
faith settled with us and paid every claim either 
upon her justice or her generosity? Is it the old 
war upon the “ved waistcoats?” * Fiow came these 
wines and silks. free? Was it our fault, or the fanit 


of an all-grasping protective party, whose interest it 


*Mr. Jefferson wore a red waistcoat, and was accused of being 
a French politician,” 


On the contrary, it has been ob- ` 


was to make all luxuries free, in order to raise all 
the revenue from protecied articles? And now, since 
Southern commerce has found articles of France 
to exchange for Southern products of cotton and 
tobacco, Since the exchange of these for silks and 
wines has become profitable to us, are we again to 
have a tax Jaid as direcily upon our production as it 
has heretofore been laid upon our consumption? 
That, sir, will be the effect, inevitably, of a tax 
upon wines and silks—ot a war of countervailing 
duties upon France. Separated as France is now 
from the [loiy Ailiance, weakened and threatened 
as she has been Jately by the oth:r great European 
Powers, 1 would sooner, sir, comm<nce a war upon 
any ciher pation than upon her. She needs, espe- 
cially at this time, the countenance ef that country 
which owes its independence and national exisience 
to her generous aid and alliance. Sv much for 
evuniervailisg duties on luxuries. 

But gentlemen say there is a deficiency in revenue! 
Admitit. Gentlemen say themselves that they van- 
nol mect the present emergency with a jean, mneh 
Jess with a terif. If they cannot wai thirty days 
for the advertisement for a loan, do they exp 
less time to put a tariff in operation, when there is 
no pari of our foreign trade which does nct 7 
as the shortest possible period to mesi new and iue 
creased duties cn imports, a notice of from sixty to 
ninety days? his tariff on luxuries now fice 
cannot possibly mean, then, to provide for the pre- 
sent Ceficiency. No, sir, it must be intended for 
the faiure—for more than sixty or ninety days ora 
year to come.. The object is not to Jay a tariff now: 
all these movements nuw are mere advanced guards 
of the poticy hereafter—hey are mere feelers and 
pioneers for the present. There is time enowgn 
hereafier, gentlemen, therefore, to udder your 
schemes to increase the tarif, “Suileient unto the 
day is the evil thereof.” 

But gentlemen say, also, that there will be a large 
reduciton afier December in this year, and afier 
Jane in 1842, What says the Secretary of the 
Treasury? See his report, already referred to, 
pages 1 and 2: 

“Tt is believed that the redaction in the duties on imports, 
which, by the existing tariff, willteke place in the year 1842, 
cannot vary much from five millions of dolars. For rersors 
assigned in the last two annual reperts on the finances. the ex- 
pectations of the undersigned are, that, if the expenditures are 
properly and seasonabiy diminished, it will not be necessary to 
raise all this antount by tagwation in any form.” 

Now, what doss this redaction mean? To gene 
tlemen, does the Secretary, mean to say that a ra- 
duction of duties five millions is a recuction of re- 
venue to that atmoun'? I¢ they do, I answer ihat 
the one does not follow the other of course, not by 
gny means. A reduction of duty is more frequent- 
ly the cause of increase than of diminution of re- 
venue. A reduction of duties is most likely to 
cause an increase of imporiations. A medium 
daty on imports is the best duty always to produce 
a largo revenue. A duty so heavy as to amount to 
prohibition produces no mors revenue inan a free 
article. A duty next to prohibition produces no 
more revenue than a peminal or very small duty. 
That duty which isa medium between prohibition 
and free duty is the most productive of revenue, 
and twenty por cent, on most ariicies, with a home 
valuation and Government app ment equal to 
fifieen per cent. more, will be sill above a fair me- 
dium duty on our imports. I doubt, therefore, 
whether on articles now taxed above twenty per 
cent, there will be any reduction of revenue, though 
there be a considerable redaction of duty, after 
December asd June next. At all events, the 
amount of dutiable imports will not be less than 
seventy-five or eighty millions, yielding at least 
fifieen or sixteen millions cf revenue, with twenty 
per cent. ad valorem duty, besides the amount of 
revenue from public lands and other sources. So 
that there will be, in all probability, a revenue of 
at least twenty miljioas of dolls 


=. And is that 
sum not sefficient for the purp’ses of an ccoromi 
cal administration of the Government? 

From what cause does this deficiency of reve~ 
nue arise? What have we Whigs been attributing 
as its causes? Does it proseed from an inherent 
Gefect in the sources of revenue, or from easual ob- 
structions to our resources? Is ita permanent or a 
temporary deficiency? The gentleman from Maine 
(Mr, Evans) asked what a permanent deficiency 


is} Sir, it is capable of definition and easily diss 
tinguishable from a temporary deficiency, and upon 
this distinction the application of the compromise 
act in a measure depends. A permanent deficien~ 
cy is one which must continue from defects.in ‘the 
revenue laws, and in the sources of revenua; as 
where a duty is laid so high that imports are pro- 
hibited and cannot come in, or where duties are ‘so 
low as to produce no customs’ though millions of 
imports are entered, cr where lands are sold in: 
such a way by law as to bring no price. Buta 
temporary deficiency is one which can continue no 
longer than obstructions to the operation of laws 
are removed; as where the duties are all laid exact- 
ly proportioned to produce revenue, but extrinsic 
causes prevent or interrupt trade and diminish im- 
portations, where the duty is high enough and not 
too high, but no imports are entered on which. to 
receive duties owing to temporary obstructions of 


commerce. And this latter case is precisely our 
case. We have not heretcfore~-no Whigs have 


heretofore-—never bfore the election, complained of 
any def ci in the laws; but we have loudiy complains 

d and with triumphant effect of the war of the 
Administration on ihe currency, on credit at home 
2nd abroad, on commerce, oh banks, and on State 
debts; of the experiments of this Administracion, 
causing excessive speculations, a large foreign 
debt, extravagance al home, immense importations 
for a few years, and perfect non-importations now. 
The flectuations of trade have been immense, and 
af ovrrenty more enormous still, The foreign 
debt two years ago was 200 millions, and it crn 
hardly have been reduced 25 millions, if reduced 
a: ail since. Tuese and extravagance, and defal- 
cation, and political clectioneering in the cffices of 
Governar nt are the causes of the present deficien- 
cy inthe revenue. Phe rate of duties, defects in 
the tari’ laws, are no more the causes of this defie 
ciency than any alleged defects in the laws orga» 
niziog the Treasury Department were the causes of 
the defaleation of S. Swartwoui! Heretofore the 
Administration has been charging every evil and 
loss and error to the defects of laws; and we have 
been defending the laws and charging every thing 
to their faithless and corrupt and negligent exceu- 
tion of the laws. And, sir, believing all I said be- 
Tore the election, I believe all I say now, and will 
not change my tune with my change of fortune. 
Oat of power acd in power, I declare that it is 
owing to no defect in the tariff laws that we have 
not revenue enough to pay every debt we owe and 
to havea large surplus besides. In 1839 the im- 
porlations were excessive and enormous—the fc- 
reign debt was increased so much and the country 
so oversioeked with goods that last year the impor- 
tati had to fali enormously, much of the foreign 
debt was paid, the country is now bare, the de- 
mand for goods is great and growing, large orders 
are sent out for goods to supply the demand, many 
goods are shipped to us by forciga merchants on 
their own account, the importations must increase 
again, and, with the restoration cf confidence, and 
trade and eredit and currency, the revenue must be 
very considerably increased, At all events, [am 
for waiting and sesing the course of events, the dee 
velop sand resnlis, before I plurge Into ano- 
ther high tarif, I will, if I cen, awau the fall ef- 
fect and operation of the compromise act, and, if it 
must be revised, fake it up as a whole and revise it 
as a sysiem altogether. liis obvionsthat if we le- 
gisla‘e now upon the tariff at all, we must do so 
beth partially aed biindly. 

Bat yesterday, Ë Chairman, there was an er- 
cess of revenue, and there cught to be now, upon any 
calculaiion, an excess of at least thirteen milions. 
I have read to you the 6th section of the compro- 
miceast. li provided that the duties should be 
altered prior to Jane, 1842, as it declared, only 
“in the contingency either of excess or deficiency of 
revante,” “and so ag to adjust the revenue to either 
of the sa:d contingencies.” If there was an eweess, 
the duties of course were to be diminished, and if 
a deficiency, to be raised on certain articics, not to 
exceed 20 per esat. Now, sir, Isay we had an 
excess, à surplus of revenue, to the amount of forty 
millions in 1836; and was there a diminuiion of the 
tariff then? Did any gentleman then cry “excess! 
excess |’! "as vehemently as they now shout “defie - 
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ciency. ! deficiency! Was there a voice heard | 


then, exclaiming diminish the duties, as plainly as 
we hear. many.voices now loudly calling for an 
inerease of the tariff? Did any who are so anxious 
now. for taxing the “Luswries” of the rich, than pro- 
pose.to take the burdens off the necessaries of the 
poor?..No, sir,no! Nota voice was heard thea from 
the South demanding the adjustment of the revenue 
to the.contingeney of an excess, But let a tempo- 
rary deficiency arise, however temporary and eva- 
nescent,: and we hear the tariff party immediately 
announce it, and call for an adjustment of revenue 
to. the contingency of- a deficiency. This is the 
everlasting difference of the North and the South. 
The one ‘is ever vigilant and true to ifs own inte- 
rests, the other is ever generously careless, aad in- 
different and inactive until the evil is actually upon 
them! No, sir, there was then no demand for di- 
minution. On the contrary, there was distribution ! 
And, sir, distribution is one of the main causes of 
this deficiency. Gentlemen who wish me to raise 
the tarif must first pay back into the Treasury 
twenty-eight millions which, since the compromise 
act, they have taken out of it, and without consti- 
tutional authority, and in the teeth of the compro- 
mise. act, deposited—ay, deposited with the States; 
and- will ever remove those deposites?—before I ad- 
wit any deficiency as a pretext for raising the ta- 
riff, when forty millions of surplus was no pretext 
for diminishing the tariff! Suppose these twenty- 
eight millions, were now in the Treasury, I would 
admit you a deficiency, the highest insisted on, of 
fifteen millions, and then, sir, we would have an 
excess still of thirteen millions, I repeat, for the pre- 
text of diminution instead of increase of the tariff at 
this very time. Now, now, at this moment, there 
should be an excess for diminishing, instead of a 
deficiency for increasing the tariff, if there had 
never been such a thing as distribution. Yes, sir, 
instead of a voice from the South to hail “excess” 
for diminution of the tariff, the arch nullifier him- 
self was seen side by side with the great champion 
“of the tariff, coming down from the Senate into this 
House aiding the bill of deposite-distribution, in 
open violation of the compromise. act—their own 
joint act-——and of the Constitution ! 
< Distribution! I musi give that, sir, a thorough 
discussion! The first thing I have to say of it is, 
` that, contemplated in direct connection with this bill 
to issue Treasury notes, it makes me doubt the sin- 
cerity of gentlemen in pretending to any alarm 
about. a serious or considerable deficiency in the 
Treasury. 

How can gentlemen be sincere in their demands 
for increased duties on imports to supply the wants 
and pay the debis of the Government, when in their 
next breath they proclaim their policy of— 

Ist. Distribution of the revenue from public 
lands. 

2d. Enlarged appropriations to harbors and all 
internal improvements. 

3d. That there can be no reduction of expendi- 
tures. 

Are these objects of raising the tariff consistent 
with their avowed reason of a deficiency? Or is a 
deficiency the pretext, and are these the real reasons 
of ‘a-clamor for an increased tariff? 

Sir, I-desire, in the next place, to relate to this 
committee the history of that bill to deposi'e the 
surplus of revenue in 1836 with the States of the 
Union.. I-mean the deposite act of July, 1836. 

In March, 1833, the compromise act was passed, 
enacting expressly, as we have seen, that no more 
revenue should be raised thaa was necessary to an 
economical adminisiration of the Government; and 
in case of excess, the duties on imports should be 
adjusted to that contingency, or, in other words, be 
reduced. | 

The Government deposites were removed from 
the custody and the control of lawin October, 1833. 
From. that time until the passage of this act of July, 
1836—for the period of two years and ten months 
—the public deposites remained, without au- 
thority ef law, wholly under the custody and con- 
trol of absolute Executive discretion, During all 
this interval, at the sessions of 1833-34, 1834—35, 
and 1835-36, the Executive exerted all its infiu- 
ence, strained every nerve, to pass a deposite act.to 
sanction in the first place the removal of the depo- 


sites, and, in the second place, to confirm in the 
Executive an absolute and unlimited discretion to 
deposite the Government funds in State banks, as 
should seem fit to the Secretary of the Treasury 
controlled by the President as his officer. 

The journal of 1834—35 will show that, at that 
session, Mr. Polk, who was then chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, brought forward 
the Administration project of an act of deposite 
with the State banks, which was very like, if not 
precisely the same as the bill which passed in July, 
1836. The bill, as proposed by him, like the bill 
of July, 1836, contained at ail events no provisions 
whatever to secure the safety of the public depo- 
sites. Tt left, as the bill of July, 1836, did, every 
thing toa broad, unlimited Executive discretion. 
The bill was reported in 1835, and regularly refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. In committee Mr. Binney, the able 
and distinguished representative of Philadelphia 
then, whose seat is now filled by the gentleman to 
to my left, [Mr. Serceanr,] proposed sundry salu- 
tary amendments, the chief of which was an 
amendment requiring the banks to have in their 
vaults at least one-fifth of the amount of deposites in 
specie. This amendment was offered at the right 
time, just when the cry began for gold 
and silver and a “hard-money Government; and, 
though the Administration opposed it might and 
main, and though they had a majority in the House, 
it passed in committee by so decided a vote as to 
insure its success in the House. And here, let me 
remark, sir, that, if that single amendment had 
passed with the law then, and had been strictly ob- 
served, we should not have had that terrible explo- 
sion and universal suspension by the banks, which 
have since followed for the want of itin the act of 
July, 1836. Mark that as you go along, to the 
blame of the Administration, not the banks, and to 
the honor of the truly great statesman who then 
proposed and insisted successfully in the commit- 
tee upon the amendment. Passing in the commit- 
tee, why did it not pass in the House? I will tell 
you, sir. It actually defeated the bill. The Ad- 
ministration was determined to have the bill as it 
was, without any such limitation and restriction by 
law, orto pass no bill atall. The Opposition was 
then wisely determined to guard the deposites by 
salutary provisions of the kind, or to defeat it alto- 
gether, and leave the whole responsibility upon the 
Executive which had ‘‘taken the responsibility” 
upon itself. Well, sir—the Administration had 
suffered a defeat in the committee. The amend- 
ment was too wise, too proper, too “hard money,” 
for “hard money” partisans to dare to vote it down, 
even under the strictest party drill. What then 
was to bedone? All the party schemes of bank 
speculations, issues, loans, discounts, and deposite, 
concocted by the pets of a “pet bank” Reuben M. 
Whitney concern, were likly to be knocked in the 
head by this ‘specie clause” amendment, as it was 
called! Consternation was in the whole camp— 
but “bargain and compromise” put all right, and 
saved all appeavaaces of victory. Those of the 
Administration party who had voted for the amend- 
ment, and whe could not do otherwise, were told 
that, if they would only reconsider the vote on the 
amendment, and reverse their votes and defeat it, 
the bill should be quietly laid to rest, and their par- 
ty allegiance and consciences both should be saved 
and troubled no more by a call to vote again either 
for the bill or the amendment that session. The 
bargain was struck, and the bill was laid aside or 
run over rather for that year. The journal, sir, 
shows every one of these facts, I repeat, except the 
moving consideration and the bargain. 

Congress again met in December, 1835, and the 
same contest was again begun and continued over 
the “specie clause amendment.” Mr. Polk went into 
the Speaker’s chair, and Mr. Cambreleng became 
chairman of Ways and Means. Under his lead 
the same war continued, and, just as I thought we 
were about to win the victory, lo! “a sudden thought” 
seemed to strike ceriain great leaders of the Opposi- 
tion. All three of them [Messrs. CLAY, WEBSTER, 
and Catnoun] seemed to exclaim at ence, like the 
Greek philosopher; Eureka! Eureka!—We have 
iu!” “Give us the surplus for the States, and you 


may do as you please with the deposites of the Fe- 


deral Government. You may place them in a hun- 
dred and one rotten banks, without ‘a specie clause,’ 
if you please, provided you will deposite the surplus 
with the States!” Magnificent scheme! Tempting 
bait! How successful it has been in bankrupting 
the Treasury here—in luring on the States and in- 
dividuals to every species of improvidence—in 
helping to bloat a bad carrency—in making bad 
debis—in causing ‘“deficiencies’—in making pre- 
texts for another high tarif-—let the present condi- 
tion of our people, of our State and Federal Go- 
vernments, of our whole country, at home and 
abroad, attest! Ii took—it passed—its effects are 
felt. Thank my siars, Mr. Chairman, that there 
was one Opposition man, though but one, and forty- 
three of the Administration only, who voted against 
that iniquitous bargain. The vote always was read 
—“Nays, 43 Demociaisand Wise.” That vote I am 
prouder of than any I ever gave in my public life. 

In a hot night session, during the last days of the 
long session of July, 1836, that deposite act passed; 
and, sir, as it was going out of that door next to 
the post office an enrolled bill in the hands of a mes- 
senger, I was upon the floor exclaiming—the au- 
thor of Nullification [Mr, Catuoun] and the author 
of the American System, [Mr. Cray,] the authors 
of the compromise act, sitting near, and looking on 
—I was exclaiming, “There goes the first blow at 
the compromise act—there goes the heaviest blow 
ever yet stricken at the legislative power of Con- 
gress over the public money—there goes a direct 
sanction of Executive usurpation—there goes a 
heavy blow at the land ordinance ef 1787—there 
goes a bargain and sale of the public deposites and 
of theirsafety—there goes the death warrant of State 
rights; and if General Jackson will only veto that 
ene bill, fraught with more mischief than any or 
all other acts put together, I will forgive him the 
multitude of his sins.” And, sir, the next day, 
hearing that he was inclined to put his veto upon it, 
I came very near going to him in person to im- 
plore the exercise of his constitutional interposi- 
tion, 

Such is the history of the deposite act of 1836 
But for its passage, there would now be an excess 
instead of a deficiency of revenue—a permanent ex- 
cess, for itis not with an excess as with o defi- 
ciency. A deficiency may be temporary, as I have 
shown, but an excess is necessarily permanent—that 
is, it may be husbanded and kept—it is in the Trea- 
sury, and may be continually, as far as its amount 
will go, applied to the future wants of the Govern- 
ment. And do gentlemen now wish, in the face of 
this rightful excess, and the terms of the compro- 
mise, to raise the tariff in advance? and are they 
now seizing on a temporary, not a permanent defi- 
ciency in revenue to do so, in order to make a pre- 
text for another distribution? Sir, I believe this to 
be their object, and I cannot go with them. Imust 
separate from them on this question, as heretofore, 
and they must pardon my consistency. I ask them 
again, what does the compromise establish? I an- 
swer, that all duties shall be laid for revenue alone—~ 
that all revenue shall be raised for the purpose of 
“an economical administration of the Government,” 
and that none, of course, shall be raised either for 
protection or for distribution, or for any other pur- 
pose under Heaven. 

Sir, I put a case to gentlemen. Suppose that an 
economical Administration required but $20,000,- 
000—suppose that the whole of that sum, enough 
for the Government’s own purposes, was raised 
from customs alone, would gentlemen then contend 
that they could lay on another cent of duty for pro- 
tection and distribution? Would not another cent 
be protection, per se? I presume that no one will 
differ from me fn saying, in such a case there could 
be no increase of the tariff, and that additional du- 
ties would be protective duties per se. Admit that 
case, and I will trust to the argument afterwards. 
Admit that only, what I presume every man will 
admit, and I put you another question fellowing in 
order: What is the difference between the case put, 
and that where the Government needs but $20,000,- 
000, and you have that amount of revenue raised— 
in part, say $15,000,000 from customs, and $5,000,- 
000 from lands; and where you give away, distribute 
the $5,000,000 of revenue from lands, and raise du- 
ties to supply the “deficiency” of $5,000,000 thus 
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c:used by distribution? The only difference is, 
tat in neither case you have a deficiency, but in 
the latter case you make a deficiency unnecesrarily, 
not for revenue, but for distribution. Are not the 
additional duties in both cases equally protective 
per se? They are, because in neither case are the 
duties laid for revenue. What power bas Congress 
to make a deficiency by giving away revenue? What 
power has Congress to ley and collect duties to sup- 
ply any such deficiency so made? For what may 
Congress lay and collect duties? The Constitution 
provides specifically: “to pay debts and provide fer 
the common defence,” and for no ether purpose what- 
ever can revenue be raised; and when revenue is 
once raised, it cannot constitutionally be applied to 
any other purposes whatever. These are the old 
and the true Republican doctrines of constitutional 
construction. 

How are these positions answered and me!? Sir, 
it is not in order to allude here to what passes in the 
Senate, but the other day I went to a certain place 
—no matter where—we will say, for supposition 
sake, to the Loo-Choo islands, as a friend of mine, 
now dead, used to say. There I found birds of 
every feathe —-:ea-gulls, crows, and curiews, all 
flocked together! will not say vultures nor geese, 
for I am merely using a figure for the sake of or- 
der, and donot mean to call hard names. They 
were not birds of prey, and, being in high debate, 
I fund them very knowing bird:— 

“> Twas certain? — 

“Lands they could measure, terms and tides presage.’ 
The eI heard one old bird, whese physiognomy is 
t evry ph'z of the bitd of wisdom, answer the 
v r: argument which I have just made, He saig, 
io an-wer to this argument— 

1st. Congress has power to lay and collect taxes. 
This is a substantive and independent power in 
itself. 

2d, Congress has power “to dispose of and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the ter- 
ritory or other property of the United States.” And 
this is a substantive, absolute, and independent 
power in itself. 

3d. And these two powers being independent of 
each other, Congress may, therefore, lay and collect 
taxes without reference to the revenue from the 
public lands. 

Soch was the argument so forcibly and strongly 
put, that it put me to putting on my studying cap 
for en answer, Hea told ihe other birds thai this 
sequiiur must be so, “because, if, on the one hand, 
itbe contended that Congress cannot lay duties 
without first exhausting the land, sc, on the other 
hand, it may be and is c-n'ended that you cannot 
sell the land ani collect tte proceeds without first 
exhausting the cvstoms.” And he gave examples 
very striking and pertinent, concluding by saying 
that “if he was not right, the result was, that Con- 
gress could resort to neither power because it had 
both powers, which is an absurdity.”? 

Sir, this argument is really worth examining, for 
it is the great and only strong one on which a tariff 

„for distribution can stand, Is this a fair sequitur? 
Is it an answer to the argument that you cannot 
empty the Treasury of any revenues already in i, in 
order to make the wants of Government require 
additional duties? That is the question; and I an- 
swer, no; because when revenue is once collected 
and placed in the Treasury, no matter from what 
source derived, one kind is not distinguishable from 
another, and the purposes to which it 1s to be ap- 
plied are specified in ihe Constitution, “to pay the 
dsbts, and provide for the common defence.” It 
cannot be given away. If it may be given away 
because it is derived from land, why may it not be 
given away too because it is derived from exestomr? 
Because we are told that the revenue from lands is 
collected under the absolute and unlimited power “to 
dispose of and make all needful rules and regula- 
tions respecting tke territory or other property of the 
United States.” BatI answer, this clause gives the 
power to “dispose of” “the other property” too; and is 
not revenue frem customs property? kf this ciause, 
then, grants the power of giving away or distribu- 
ting either. kind, it grants also the power of giving 
away or distributing both kinds of revenue. This 
argumentum ad absurdum of the Loo-Choo islands 
proves too much—it is itself reduced ad absurdum. 
It is sophistical in this, that it makes the words 
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“dispose of? too omnipotent and absolute, and 
confounds the power to dispose of lands with the 
power to dispese of revenue. If it is good for any 
thing, the only legitimate proposition it contains is, 
that Congress is not imperatively bound to dispose 
of lands to raise revenue, or that it may raise reve- 
nee from customs alone, without selling the lands. 
And if this is ali gentlemen mean, i grant their 
position, and they may stop the sales of the public 
lands to make a necessity for additional duties when 
they—dare! 

If they do sell and “dispose of” the territory of 
the United States for revenue, however, all Leon- 
tend for is, that they cannot constitutionally empty 
jt out of the Treasury again to make a deficiency 
for a tariff, or dispose of it for any purpose what- 
ever, except “to pay the debts and provide for. the 
“common defence” of the natien. 

Inceed, sir, this new doctrine that tne power to 
‘dispose of” “the territory or other property” of the 
United States is absolute and unlimited, is the most 
Fedeial and Jatitudinous that was ever heard of, 
even from this “gcd-like” bird of the Loo-Choo 
islends! ‘There is no such thing as an absolute and 
unlimited power in this General or Federal Govern- 
ment. There is no power without i's well defined 
limits; and every power is limited by its very od- 
jects and parposes. The grant to iay and collect 
taxes is limited by the objects and purposes of pay- 
ing debts and providing for the common defence; 
and the power to “dispose of the territory” is li- 
mited by the objreis of treating concersing i't, of 
surveying it, of sec'ioning it, of selling it, and of di- 
viding it into political corporations of Territories 
and States, and such like objects. In iis particular 
sense, it is a power especiaily limied to ihe object 
of conveying it away io a patentee fora valuabie 
consideration, in addition to the power of making 
needfal rules and regulations respecting it whilst it 
remains the properly of the Union. 

Gentlemen need not recur to the deeds of ces- 
sion from Virginia aud the otker States to prove, 
at this late day, after all that has been assumed by 
the General Government over the public lands, 
that they were ceded fo the Stafes, and not to the 
United States. ‘Phe truth is, tbat, in the deed cf 
cession from Virginia, various modes of expression 
are used; such as, “for the common benefit of the 
Union”—“that ali the lands within tae ierritery so 
ceded to the United Stuties,” &c. on the cne hand, 
and “shall be considered a ceramon fond for ihe 
ase ard benefit of suck of the Uaiied Sates, &e. 
according to their usual respeciive proportions in the 
general charge and expenditure,” &e. on the other 
band—the one ciass of expressions rather signify- 
ing a federal gift, and the other class signifying a 
State rights gift, if I may so term it; the one a gift 
er cession lo the Union for the commen benefit of 
all the S:ates, the other a gift or cession to each 
State separately, to take its respective proportion 
through the United States as an agent. Contem- 
poraneous exposition has long ago setiled this point 
by the invariable administration of the public do- 
main as the property of the United States, {rom the 
dates of these ceeds down to the day cf this mo- 
dern refinement upon them. 

The public lands became, by these cessions, the 
common property of the United States, to be govern- 
ed, like the “territory and other property” of the 
United States are governed, by the Constitution of 
the United § And, sir, itis no little amusing 
to hear gentlemen whe are consiantiy in the habit 
of reasoning from such phrases as “Fe the people of 
the United States’ —to show that the Constitution is 
nota compact between Sates, but a consolidation 
of States—to hear these same gentlemen, from like 
phrases in these old deeds, reasoning t0 prove that 
the public lands are ceded to the States, and not te 
the Union for the common benefit of the States! 
In this instance, where they ere for State rights, I 
am for Federal consirveticn. And, sir, the worst 
of it is, as Twill show directly, their State Rights 
construction of these deeds precisely conforms ty their 
consolidating constuction of the Fede:a! Constitu- 
tiun; whilst my federal constraction of these dreds 
exacily conforms with my Siate Rigbts consiree- 
tien of the Censtitution. But, before I proceed to 
show this, let me ask gentlemen what they will do 
with the Spanish and French cessions of Flerida 
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and Louisiana, embracing now the States of: Ar: 
kansas and Missouri and the Territory of Iowa? 
There is no doubt but that these lands, acquired, 
since the Constitution was framed, by the treaty- 
making power of the nation, paid for: out of the 
Federal Treasury, are the prozerty of the: United 
States. Will gentlemen keep separate bags in ‘the 
Treasury—separate accounts of expenditure and. 
of proceeds—so much from customs, which cannot 
be distributed—so much from Spanish and French 
lands, which cannot be distributed—-so much from 
Virginia lands—so mach from Georgia lands, &c. 
which may be distributed? No, sir, no. They 
will heed none of these nice and troublesome dis- 
tnctions, They will distribute the proceeds of all 
the public Jands, without discriminating between 
the power under this deed or that deed; and, not- 
withstanding the sales of the public lands. up to 
1833, í think, amounted to only 97,000,000, whilst 
they had cost the Government, in clearing Indian 
titles andin surveying and selling them, upwards 
of 192 000,000, besides Indian wars, which had 
amounted to 37,000,000 more—notwithstanding 
there were in fact no proceeds of public lands, but 
a dead Jess on them of 42,000,000, which was paid 
by customs, of course—though this balance against 
them may never be paid by the lands, gentlemen 
wili distribute their procecds. And though these: 
proceeds are all in fact due to supply customs, 
which have been taken to supply land deficiencies 
already to this amount of 42,000,000-—gentiemen 
will, if they cannot distribute, deposite customs Ihem- 
selves, as they did in 1836! They will, as they 
have, deposite—‘to that bourn whence no traveller 
returns.” Gentlemen smile at the very thought of 
ever calling for the return of any part of the 
28,090 000 deposited with the States in 1836! 

And now, sir let me show you that lam consist- 
ent with my States-rights construction of the Con- 
stitution, and that gentlemen are perfectly consist- 
ent also with their consolidating construction. _ Let 
me see, too, whether I am not in all this argument 
consistent wich my oft-repeated Whig professions. 
What do we Whigs profess to be one of the main 
objects, if not the very chief object, of getting in- 
to power? ‘To curtail and abridge Exccutive powe 
er, and to diminish the patronage of the Federal 
Government. Willthe distribution of the. revenue 
fiom the public lands. not add to the patronage of the 
Excutive and of the Federal Government? 

Sir, the patronage of the Federal Government, 
whatever it may be, wherever it be found, is the 
patronage f the Federal Executive. In point of 
paronage, the Executive is “ihe Government.” 
Gereral Jackson proved it to be sv, and. therefore 
called himself “the Government,” Congress may 
usurp or acquire powers, but the Executiveab- 
soibs them all. In discussing the patrontge of 
the Federal Government, therefore, I am at 
once discussing the power of one man—the pa- 
tronage of a President. Let that ever be borne in 
mind. 

Have gentlemen ever surveyed the height and 
the depth, the length and the breadth of the power 
of the public domain? Since the days of 1798 
and 1801, when they were strong enough to over- 
throw the elder Adams, to elect Jefferson and 
Madison, and keep them in power through wars 
forsign and domestic, the docuines of strict con. 
struction and of State rights bave been gradually 
declining, until at this time they have fallen. into a 
by-word, and become the jest of the scoffer. Why? 
What is this owing to? Every gentleman no doubt 
has his theory, bu; my reason is one peculiar to 
myself, has never yet been assigned. Sir, I attri- 
bute this lamentable declension of State power and 
influence to the land ordinance of 1787. Its effects 
are demonstrable. 

Sir, that ordinance, with a rapidity unexampled 
jn bistory, has built up roads and bridges, and 
towns and tenitories, and citiesand Siates, and is 
last building upan Empire. Itis an institution the 
“ike of which is not io be found in the annals of 
other nations, ancient or modern. Itis an institu- 
tion pext only to the Cunstitution of the United» 
States, in its singular history and tremendous. ef- 
fects, Subordinate to the Constitution only, itis 
an imperium in imperio. No other nation under they 
san ever before sold its public domain, and there:is 
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else in all history, like this land ordinance of 1787. 
dike the Constitution, it was anew aed untried ex- 
periment,and yet itis most curious to behold how, like 
the Constitution, it has succeeded beyond any sfs- 
tem in comparison with it in working its wonder: 
fal effects and in acquiring its tremendous power 
and patronage—I will not say strength, for strength 
implies:durability—either for good or for evil. It 
was the work, I aim told, of old Nathan Dane. It 
is now a perfect study, grand and immens: and 
wonderful, which itsown authors, at the time they 
framed it, never could have fully comprehended in 
allits scope.. That it has done some good, yea, 
much good, immense good, there can be no doubt, 
and I do not intend to detract from its design or 
from ts past effects. By its simplicity of detail, 
its order and precision, its surveys and sections, and 
regularity of sales and patents, clearing away all 
clouds and disputes about title, equalizing and fa- 
cilitating the acquisition of its titles and advan- 
tages, it has settled now millions of hardy, indus- 
trious, laborious, and independent terre-tenants, un- 
der. a free Constitution and Jaws, on the fairest 
heritage of valleys, and mountains, and lakes, and 
rivers, and prairies, and forests, and mines, which 
the sun and the rain ever fructified—on half a con- 
tinent of more luxuriant land than was ever lorded 
over:by:any prince or potentate! This is praise 
enough for it and its au hors, for the past. Bat I 
am looking to the future, and I ask whether it is not 
time that it was changed with the times? Is it likely 
to continue to poar out blessings upon this country? 
Has it not been working some evils with its great 
good, which ought now to be arrested, and which, if 
not arrested, will more than counterbalance all its 
greatest good? Look back to its origin. At the 
time this ordinance was framed, we were two or 
three millions of people only, scattered over a 
wide and wild waste of a virgin continent, roamed 
by savage tribes hostile to the white man. We 
were in debt a hundred millions for our Revolu- 
tionary conquest. We were agricultural. And it 
entered not into the mind of man to conceive that 
_ We were to be any thing else for centuries to come 
than a poor and burdened people, to struggle hard 
for ages for the means from year to year of sup- 
porting a precarious national existence. The pro- 
bability and the rational fear then was, that we were 
to-be too weak. When,lo! we noi only left our mo- 
ther country at a very early age—the age of infancy 
and childhood—bat were found in Empire’s tem- 
ple contending with the mighty nations of the 
earth! There has been something miraculous, al- 
most divine, in the progress of this people. From 
that time 10 this we have been rising like a god-like 
giant in stature and in strength. Thirteen Colonies 
are twenty-six States—three millions have become 
near twenty millions—and who would have ima- 
gined that, by 1836, in less than half of a century, 
we would have paid off all- the debts of twoe wars, 
and have had more than forty millions of surplus 
revenue to distribute, besides making thirteen pow- 
erful Republics out of the public lands? And who 
could, in 1787, have foreseen the mighty accretion 
of power in the Federal Executive which has 
grown with the growth and strengthened with the 
strength ofthese wonderful results? If our fathers, 
the framers: of . this ordinance, had foreseen these 
whexpected effects, would they have organized the 
iand system as they did? How did they organize 
itt Sir, they placed the whole power of the system 
in ‘the President. Tae whole patronage of the 
public domain is in the Excculive. The President 
appoints and removes at will the surveyors, the re- 
gisters, the receivers, the land and Indian agents of 
every description; he treats with the Indians, holds 
salaries, and annuities; and purchase-money in his 
hands; he open roads, builds bridges, court-houses, 
State-houses, and appoints governors, j udges, and 
other officers in Territories; he locates land dis- 
tricts, opens and appoints the time of land sales; the 
surveys, and sales, and entries, and patents are in his 
hands; bidders, and purchasers, and settlers, and 
: Squatters, and speculators, are in his grasp; the banks 
+ aud-their notes, and specie, and every description of 
currency with which lands are to be bought, äre 
subject to his will; he hoids judicial power in the 
< “Issue of patents to an immense extent; legislative 
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power in the control of Territories and new States 
and of their Representatives and Senators in Con- 
gress; and the very new Stafes are nursed from 
their chrysalis territorial condition into existence 
upon Federal pap from the Execulive spoon. He 
has, by this ordinance, become the “great father” 
of States! And all this power and patronage is 
wielded over millions of population, and millions 
of millions of acres of lands such as are lying in 
the great valley of the Mississippi! Some of these 
powers, gentlemen may say, belong to Congress. 
Congress passes the law, it is true, but the President 
executes it, and dispenses its bounties. Sum up 
this power of the public domain, then—can you 
doit? No. It is too infinite, too multifarious, 
too ramified, too extensive, and yet to minute 
in its influences, to be traced or seen all at once. 
But it embraces immense money power—immense 
official power over officers and agents—immense 
individual power over persons natural and corpo: 
rate—immente popular power ever elections—im- 
mense territorial power over the organization and 
admission of Territories-—immense legislative power 
over Congress—immense judicial power over per- 
sons and property under patents—immense State 
power over the new States coming into the Union, 
and as long as there are large quantities of public 
lands within them; and over ihe Senate, which is 
intended to be a check on the Executive. I ask 
gentlemen to reflect solemnly upon three facts 
which I will call their attention to. A member of 
Congress from anew State once told me, during 
the last land mania, that, if he would permit him- 
self to take compensation for labor and influence 
here, besides his eight ‘dollars per diem—a man 
whom I believe to be honest, and who no more 
would have touched such extra compensation 
“with a pair of tongs? than I would—-he could 
make from ten to twenty thousand dollars every 
session or year he was in Congress. Some lands 
were selling at $10 and $20 an acre; they were 
entered at $1 25 per acre—¢800 only for 640 
acres of land; there would be a dispute about the 
patent, about who was entitled to enter the land; 
an appeal would be taken from the Register and 
Receiver of the Land Office to the Commissioner 
hers, and from him to the President. fn every 
such case—and there were hundreds from Alaba- 
ma and Mississippi, especially under the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw treaties—there would be from fiye 
to ten thousand dollars involved on a stake of 
eight hundred dollars only, and the claimants would 
readily give one-half to any agent who would get 
them the patents. Members of Congress were 
sought, of course, as agents, because they had votes 
here and in the Senate. If they were friends of 


the Administration, they were held by a golden. 


chain to their party allegiance; if in the Opposition, 
they were silenced and kept still, if not by their 
own interests, by the interests and stake of their 
constituents, dependent upon Executive favor. 
Thus, the Executive wielded an omnipotent Jand 
influence over the independence of the legislative 
department. 

Again: Will gentlemen reflect upon the amount 
of jurisdiction over property and persons both, the 
President wields in a single year in the issuing of 
land patents? The land receipts in 1836 alone were 
from twenty-five to thirty millions. ‘This is a 
judicial power. Now sum up the whole amount of 
property, and the whole number of persons in- 
volved in all the cases of all the Federal and State 
courts cf the Union, and the jurisdiction over per- 
sons and property will not be found so great, I ven- 
tare to say, as that of this patent jurisdiction of the 
President. Twenty-five or thirty millions adjudi- 
cated by him in a single year! 

Again: Not only has there not been a delegate 
froma Territory, since the foundation of the Go- 
vernment, from General Harrison himself down 
to my friend before me from Florida, [Mr. Down- 
INg,| who was not obliged, in duty to bis, people 
and in regard to their interests, to keep on the right 
side of the Exeeutive—-who is the fountain of all 
honor and favor to a Territory; but, no new State 
has come into the Union, no matier who was Pre- 
sident—whether it was an Adams or a Jefferson— 
no matter what party was in power, the Demo- 
cratic or the Federal, the Whig or the Loco Foco— 
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which has not at first, and as long as the jand 
offices were numerous, and large quantities of land 
were in market, invariably sent two Senators, not 
to check the President, but to defeat the theory of 
the Constitution, making the Senate a check upon 
the Executive! Look at the whole line of your 
frontier, from Michigan to Louisiana, until lately 
see how they all have voted, and how a majority 
now vote in the Senate. The Senators and Repre- 
sentatives from a new State are obliged, no matter 
how honest the men are, to be land politicians. 
They are constrained by the necessity of this sys- 
tem. The fauit is in the system. 

Shall we add, then, to this system, so enormously 
overgrown, the disiribution feature? Sir, if our 
sires, the sages who framed this ordinance and this 
Constitution, could now rise from the tomb, what 
astonishment and mortification would they not feel 
and express at the inroads which the former has 
made upon the latter of these two instruments! 
They were men who saw far beyond their own 
times, and who, judging, as they had to judge, from 
the past, established every possible guard against 
known or apprehended dangers to liberty. They 
were men, too, who “snuffed tyranny in every 
tainted breeze,” but here was a danger which they 
—which no set of men in their day—which no hus 
man foresight could foresee. But seeing it now, 
would they not reform it? I can imagine the shade 
of Nathan Dane walking in this Hall aghast at the 
mighty changes which have been wrought: it ap- 
proaches my table, and asks “Where are you 
from? “From Virginia.” “Ihave heard before 
of Virginia.” ‘Where are you from?” addressed 
to merabers from Qhio—to 19 members, each re- 
presenting 47500 federal population in a State 
which now is only part of what was an unknown 
wilderness northwest of the Ohio river! “rom 
Ohio.” “Ihave heard before of the river Ohios 
most wonderful!” “And you?” “From Indiana.” 
“And you? and you? and you? and you? and you?”— 
addressing delegations from Illinois, Michigan, Mis- 
souri, Arkansas, and Iowa! ‘Wonderful! Most 
wonderful! And how bave these great and mighty 
States been nurtured into being?” “Upon the kind 
and parental patronage which you provided for 
them in the Federal Government.” “What, then, 
has become of State Rights—where are they? 
“Gone. Yes, gone forever, unless this patronage 
be now arrested.” And, sir, I imagine I see that 
shade departing, with a warning finger pointed, and 
with the words “Yes! and public liberty and the 
Federal Republic will be gone too, unless youre- 
store the just balance of powers established between 
the States and the General Government by your 
fathers!” Yes, sir, unless you restore that balance, 
if that shade should again rise another century 
hence, it may be like the ghost of Cicero amidst the 
ruins of Rome. 

I have read somewhere, or somebody has told 
me, the story of a scene got up by some German 
nobleman to satirize the modern Italians. He re- 
presents a foot traveller as entering Rome at night 
just before the breaking of day. He tries in vain 
to arouse the slumbering inhabitants over whom 
drowsiness, and darkness, and stillness, and silence 
seem to reign like death where oncea city stood 
on seven hills, with all its life by day and lights by 
night. He throws himself down to rest by the side- 
way of one of the streets in the open air. In-the 
mean time, the ghost of Cicero, after. a. lapse of 
centuries, enters just as the traveller is again rising 
to arouse the lazy inhabitants. The traveller takes 
from his fob a watch; the ghost. starts back and in- 
quires “what is that?” “A watch, an instrament 
io measure time.“? “Wonderful! and who invent. 
ed that?” “The Germans.” The traveller then 
takes from his. pocket an almanac, and the ghost 
again asks, “What that is?” “An annual calen- 


` dar; and upon hearing an explanation of the art of 


printing, it raised up its hands exclaiming, “Won- 
derful! wonderful! and who invented that?” 
“The Germans.” Failing to awaken and arouse 
the sluggard populace, the traveller draws out 
a pistol, and fires it off, to the alarm of the ghost, 
which again inquires, “And what is that? “A 
fire-arm;” and upon being informed of the inven« 
tion and use of gunpowder in the art of war, it ex- 
claims, “Wonderful! wonderful! most wonderful! 
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ce en 
but who invented that?” “The Germans.” “Great 


and mighty ‘people they must be! but what has 
Rome been domg allthis time? Where are her 
pillars wiih ‘Roma Eterna’ upon them? Where are 
her temples and her household gods? her legions, 
her Senate, her forum, all her ancient grandeur 
and glory?” Just at that moment one of the lazaroni 
of Italy entered, yawoing and gxping from sleep, 
and dirty and ragged and debased, from idleness 
and poverty. “There now,” said the traveller, ‘‘is 
all thatis left of Rome.” The ghost vanished! 
So, sit, if this domain patronage continues, our 
ghosts may rise up but a short time hence in the 
history of natioas, to witness nothing but the di- 
lapidation, and decay, and ruin, and lazaroni of a 
fallen, agone empire! Rome rose toa grandeur 
which we may not attain; bat Rome, in all her 
glory, with all her provinces aad conquests, never 
parcelled out to her legions lands such as we bz- 
stow on our citizens and our Siates. No Consul of 
Rome, no Emperor ever wielded a patronage of 
domain like that wielded by the President of this 
American Republic; a patronage already over the 
people, their money, their Legislatures, their laws, 
their institutions, their States, which is fearfally 
and fast tending to empire—to empire which, like 
allempires, must decay and fall. We have now a 
Government of imperial patronage—it must be cor- 
rupt—its patronage must be brought down! 

Sir, your land ordinance has done wonderful 
things for this nation; but, if it cannot be changed 
for the better in respect to Executive patronage, 
that patronage must not be magnified and increased. 
It is too great already. As no figure of speech— 
as no hyperbole—I say that I would vote to give 
ail the publie lands at once to the States rather 
than see their influence constantly tending to em- 
pire increased. Iam far from going for another 
system proposed, [Mr. Catncun’s,] butat the pro- 
per time, when the whole subject can be taken up, 
and remodelled and amended, I wil do nothing, 
vote for nothing, onthe subject, by piecemeal. 1 
will propose an amendment, which I cannot go 
into now, but which will be a better bargain for 
the new States and for the old than has ever been 
yet offered in the market. Old Virginia—which 
blessed mother of them all the new States never 
fail to deride and abuse on this floor, like good old 
parents are ever sure to be abused by ungrateful 
children who have had advances mads them be- 
fore burial and testamen!—JId Virsiania, I say, or 
at least one of her districts, which I can speak for, 
will advance her children at once sooner than see 
them ‘hawking themselves about in the market as 
they do, and sooner than see the Jand she so gene- 
rously ceded “to the common beuefit of the Union” 
remain any longer just so much capital only for po- 
liticians to trade on and their partisans to waste!~ 
sooner than see these lands merze the States of this 
Union into a grand, imperial consolidation! 

And, sit, if such be the tendencies of the present 
system, as it is, what will they be, or rather, what 
will they not be, if distribution . be added? Hereto- 
fore, sir, the new States, only, have been bound by 
this alarming power; heretofore, the old Siates have 
been tke only check upon its progress towards an 
imperial despotism, and eld have muliiplied as fast 
as new ones, The policy which Ohio and Ten- 
nessee would have contended for twenty years ago, 
has become a counter policy to theirs now. As 
soon as the new Stateshave got well clear of their 
land offices and weil filled with population, they 
then have become old States in their land policy. 
In all this we have heretofore had some check, 
some security, though not enough, I know, azainst 
this domain patronage. But, sir, what if distribu- 
tion be now added to the system, and this powerful 
patronage be extended to the old States as well as 
the new? ‘Thisis allthatis lacking to make its 
power absolute and irresistible. This wili con- 
suramate the evil. There will thea be no check, 
no security! Calching the States enslaved by 
Siate debts, the “borrower is the slave of the 
lender;” catching them subdued by taxation, with 
“deficiencies” which they cannot supply by daties 
on imports: Having the power to supply the <‘de- 
ficiency” of the Federal Government by a high tariff 
here, the friends of consolidation tempt their weak- 
ness with this bail, this fatal lure; and, oh God! -the 
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old mother, Old Virginia herself—no, not Virginia 
herse!f, but Virginia in the feebleness of dotege— 
may, perhaps, be seen with toothless gums to eke 
out ber flabby lips to take some of this land pap 
from ihe Federal spoon! May Godin his mercy 


spare me that sight! She is, though old and strip- 
ped of her ancient vigor, out of debt and proud as 
ever, thouch poor. She will not, I trust, sell her 
old’ Republican faith for a mite only of an immen- 
sity which she once gave away! 

Sir, in the combined operation of the principles 
of an increased protective tariff and of distribu- 
iion, the manufacturing States will have a double 
profit, and the agricultural States will bear the 
whole loss. 

The first will get their full share of distribution, 
and the whole profit of protection. ‘Fhe second 
will pay the fall’ tax of their consumption under 
the tariff, which will more than exceed their full 
share under the distribution. ‘Tio the former there 
will be a double gain, and to the latter there must 
be a certain loss; and this, teo, toa great extent, 
whether duties are laid upon the protected articles 
or upon luxuries or unprotected articles involving 
countervailing or reeriwinating duties; because all 
countervailing regulations, retaliatory by oiher na- 
tions upon our coramerce, must fall almost whclly 
upon experts which are the products of agricultural 
States. I shall, therefore, oppose an increase of 
the teriff at this lime, and a distribution of the re- 
yenne from public jands at all times. 

Gentlemen ask, then, What will Ido? Sir, I will 
postpone the tariff question as long as I can, and 
leave the present laws to operate as they will, with- 
out additional legislation, until I know there is a 
permanent deficiency in the Treasury. My opinion 
is, that, when trade and commerce and currency are 
restored, and confidence revives, there will be im- 
poriations to the amount of one hundred and fifty 
or two hundred millions per annem, aad that, upon 
such amount of importations, the reveaue frum the 
present scale of duties will be sufficient, and not 
“deficient.” ‘The chief of the duties now are above 
20 per cent; and the most of them, after June 30, 
1842, will be 20 per cent. ad valorem. That is 
high aud protective enough, when to the ad valo- 
rem we add at least 15 per cent. for the home va- 
lnation, the Governmeni’s «wn appraisement, the 
cash duty, and for the rate of exchange—meking 
the duties chiefly, after June, 1842, at least 35 per 
cent. for protection. When the proper time comes 
to increase or lay un additional cuties, for a proper 
object or purpose—if ever that time dees come—I 
will vote, of course, to tax luxuries and unprotected 
articles We will, however, see whether the manu- 
facturing interests will do that. Z will not, though, 
in any case, voie for an inciezse of the tariff on any 
articles to distribute a deficiency. 

Bat what will I do to supply the wants of the 
Government, and to keep it in successtul operation? 
I will, in the first place, and for this time, vote for 
this bill to issue ‘Preasury notes. To provide for 
the future, I would recommend gentlemen — 

Ist. To husband all resources. Cease the destruc- 
tive war which has been weged since 1833 upon 
irade. Encvurage and be peaseful with the medit 
and ecommerce oa which your castors depend. 

94. As long as there is a "deficiency, ai all 
events, in the Treasury, guard aud watch your 
public lends. Neither give them away nor let them 
be stolen from you—mind, I do not mean by the 
squatters; I have a friencly regard for fhew, and 
would encourage them to improve and enharice the 
valve of our wild lands by any reasonable com- 
per saiion; I mean the real, high handed land rob- 
bers—the political and pecuniary land speculators— 
who will rob you, like pirates, of land and liberty 
both, if they are not closely watched. 

94. In the language of the present Secretary of 
the Treasury, “push a vigorcus reduction.” He is 
hypoeritical, i will admit you, and bas never ob- 
served the recommendation himself. Buta hypo- 
crite aiways uses the language of a saint, and 
a saint may therefore take up his words and be sin- 
cere. I then repeat the words—push a.vigorous 
reduction. It is a mode of supply. The gentle- 
man from Maine (Mr. Evans,] the other day, said 
he could not comprehend how this could be consi- 
dered. 2 mode of supply. Franklin informed me, 
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sir, when a boy, that a penny saved is a penny 
gained. I was astonished to hear from a Whig, so 
soon after the election, shat there can be no reduce 
tion. Economy twill supply the deficiency in the 
Treatury. I would commence econdmy— . 
Ist. By reducing Executive patronage. That is 
one of the first Whig maxims with me. _Execu- 
tive patronage is one of the most costly appendages 
of this Government. It aspires to a splendid ad- 
ministration, and reduces the Government to the 
condition in which it is now,a state of “shabby: 
splendor.” As an instance to show how costly this 
patronage is,no better example could be given 
than this policy of distribution. Gentlemen con- 
tend that the public lands belong to the States, and 
noi to the United States. How much cheaper it 
would be, then, and how much would it save to 
the States, if, instead of taxing the people of the 
States, through the tariff, to pay the salaries of sur- 
veyors, and registers, and receivers, and agents to 
watch ali these officers, and to pay all the losses by 
defaleation and otherwise, and to meet all the ex- 
penses of acquiring and selling the public lands, 
you would jast give up to the States at once their 
property, which you say belongs to them, and not 
to the Union. The loaf, I should think, would be 
quite as large if you would net cut sə many slices 
from it before you deliver them theirown. But, 
to give away the lands themselves to the States, in- 
stead of giving them the revenue from lands after 
deducting expenses, would be moñństrous, mon- 
strous with some gentlemen, because there is no 
Executive patronage in that system! As for my- 
seif, I like neither the one system nor the other, I 
am content, for the present, with the system now 
in operation, aod pray only that Executive patron- 
age may not be increased by adding distribution to 
the other evils and curses of a system which is al- 
ready vad enough. If 1 am preseribed by my 
party for this docirine, I shall be proscribed for a 
Whig doctrine, and shall still be a Whig. But, 
Executive patronage may be diminished in other 
respects. Retrenchment should be unfeignedly 
practised in great matters and in small. lt was 
once promised, and the promise was broken— 
shamefully and extravagantly broken. Let us not 
be false to ourselves and ta our country, and we 
will save much by retrenchment. I would cut 
down apprepria‘ions to internal improvements. Not 
another harbor should be built uatil,at all events 
there was a surpius in the Treasury to be wasted. 
{ would stop and arrest at once the woful extrava- 
gance of that disgraceful Florida wav; an extravay 
gance woful, indeed, to humanity, when, as I be- 
lieve on my soul, one-balt the money spent has 
becn pocketed in part by pianderers upon the Frea- 
sury, and in part spent by them ia keeping up- the 
war, inorder that they may plunder stul more. 
Ali the contracts of Government require strict scruti- 
ny, retrenchment, and reform. Especially Indian 
treaties, and Indian contracts, and Indian agencies, 
should be watched and reduced. I would abolish 
sinecures of every description, and there are a 
thousand and one of them in this Gevernment. I 
would abolish useless ports of entry for the customs, 
and useless collectors who do net receive the amounts 
of their salaries. 1 do not know how it is, but the 
expense of collecting the revenue has increasedyin 
ihe lasi ten years, more than 50 per cent. This 
expense oughi to be reduced back again to its old 
standard of four per cent. Salaries onght to bëre- 
duced. One thing, which has tended with conside. 
rabie effect to overshadow the State sovereignties, 
and to make them comparatively insignificant and 
uninfluential, has been the extravagant salaries 
nich this Government has paid to is officers in 
arison with the salaries of State cheers. The 
s are not able to vie with the extravagance of 
the Federal Goverament, and the Federal salaries 
should therefore be scaled down to the State stand- 
ards, if we mean to preserve the Just balance of 
State and Federal power, as well as to economize. 
Sr, there is economy anda large supply of 
means in reformas wellas in retrenchment. Ido 
pot mean that hypocritical canting reform, which 
‘aspires only to turn outone man and to putin 
another. But i do mean that effectual reform which 
will make the coming a business and not an. elec- 
tioneering Administration. If Government officers 
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are allowed to interfere in elections, yea, required 
to save their salaries ` by their party services, the 
Treasury must suffer forit; for electioneering re- 
quires funds, and officers will not take their own 
money when they can reach Uncle Sam’s. The 
dearest purchase ever made by any people is thé 
parchase of themselves with theit own taxes which 
they have paid into the public Treasury. I would 
put down at every hazard the tyranny of proscrip- 
tion, the most extravagant of all tyrannies, which 
isalways sure to turn out of office some honest 
and many knowing officers, and to put many dis- 
honest and ignorant ones in ‘the places. I could 
give many instances of many losses under the pre- 
sgent-and last Administrations from thiscause alone. 
Appoint the virtue and intelligence of the country to 
Office without regard to party services, and you will 
find thousand of dollars gained as well as thousands 
saved by that simple operation of finance. Stop 
the spoils system, and punish corruption in every 
shape by prompt removals from office for any abuses 
or defalcation. Put aside incompetency in every case, 
and favor no fool because he happens to be your 
personal or political friend. These are some of 
the maxims to replenish your exhausted Treasury 
and to supply its apprehended deficiencies. If they 
are faithfully observed for twelve months to come, 
my word for it, there will. be no deficiences to be 
Supplied. Above all, give to the country a safe, 
sound, and uniform curreney, and restore confidence 
between man and man and Government and citi- 
zen, and your coffers will soon be full, and Hea- 
ven’s and the people’s blessings will rest upon your 
Administration. 

As to the best mode of giving to the country a 
safe, sound, and uniform currency, my opinions 
are well known to those who know any thing about 
my opinions at all. With Mr. Madison, I believe 
that a National Bank is absolutely necessary, and 
must, try whatever other experiments you please, 
be resorted to in the end. I believe such an insti- 
tution not only constitutional and expedient, but, 
as a Southern man and a State rights man, 1 support 
it as the best friend of the South, which is more in- 
jured by a bad currency than any other section of 
the country, and as the only means of creating a 
hand of the law for the legislative department, to 
keep the legislative power of the custody and the 
control of the public money out of the hands of the 
Executive. The Executive has assumed that pow- 
er by snatching the public money from the vaults 
of a National Bank. I would create a National 
Bank for the purpose of restoring to Congress its 
constitutional fiscal power, if for no ather purpose. 
That is one of the best modes of reducing Execu- 
tive patronage. But my views on this question 
` Were delivered: at length at the extra session of 

1837. ‘ Now, I will only say thatd will vote for 
such an institution if it be brought forward at the 
tight time, isit be properly organized, and be lo- 
cated at the proper place—and that proper place 
with me willbe as far as I can get it from the con- 
taminating and dangerous influence of stockjob- 
bing and brokers, 


In conclusion: I have discharged my duty by de- 
claring my seatiments on all these subjects in ad- 
vance. Ihave addressed myself to the House, to 

‘the country, and to the President elect, I have de- 
clared my opinions as independently as I entertain 
them: . I am apprehensive that they will not be ac- 
ceptable to some genilemen of either party, and 
that isa proof to. me that they are nearly, if not 
emactly right. I rust that they will be acceptable 
to General Harrison. If I am correctly informed 
of the man, Independence and frankness are quall- 
ties which he admires; and, if 1 am correcily in- 
formed of his political-sentiments, he will agree 
with many of the opinions which I have advanced. 
A gentleman near me shakes his head; but, sir, I 
do not recognise the right of that or any other gen- 
tleman to speak to me for Gen. Harrison. I have 
never believed him to be that weak old man that 
his enemies have represented him to be. I believe 
him to possess a sound mind in a sound body; to 
be honest, patriotic, and able to project-his dn po- 
liey, and to speak for himself. I believe that he 
will imitate Washington in calling good and wise 
men of various and different views to his councils; 
that he will consider the opinions of all, and then 
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judge and act for himself. At all events, I have 
spoken to him, here in my place, of public mea- 
sures touching public interests, as I had a right to 
speak, and as it was my duty to speak, indepen- 
dently and without reserve. .He can take no ex- 
ception to this course; and if he does, he owes me 
more than I owe to him—having exerted the best 
of my humble powers to elevate him to the Presi- 
dency. He can easily cancel that small debt by 
faithfully redeeming. the promises which have 
bronght him into power. The sentiments and opi- 
nions which I now advance are the same as those 
which I advanced befcre his election, and whilst 
advocating his pretensions to the Presidency, as all 
my friends and constituents and thousands of 
strangers in various parts of the country know. 
That he will agree with all these views and opi- 
nions I do not expect. I wiil compromise much 
with Gen. Harrison; and yield much to his betier 
judgment and information. I expect to support his 
Administration most cordially; and I will do so as 
far as I can in conscience, without a sacrifice of 
consistency and of vital principle, and with a due 
regard to the duty I owe my country. I am 
the same Republican Whig now as before the elec- 
tion—let me not, therefore, be misunderstood or 
misrepresented. 


REMARKS OF MR. MALLORY, 
OF VIRGINIA, 

In the House of Representatives, February 5, 1841—On 
the bill providing for an issue of Treasury 
Notes. 

Mr. -Steennop, of Virginia, baving obtained 
the floor, said that he was desirous of,addressing 
the House on the various topics which had been 
introduecd into this discussion; but as his colleague 
{Mr. Matnory] had recently taken his seat, 
and had evinced a disposition to address the com- 
mittee, he would, with pleasure, yield the floor to 
him, as the hmited time now remaining, before 
he bill would be taken out of committee, would 
not allow them both to occupy the floor. 

Mr. MALLORY thanked Mr.S. for his kind- 
ness and courtesy, and apologized for obtruding 
himself upon the committee at that late hour. 
Whatever might have been my original intention, 
(said Mr. M.) the period fixed by the House for 
terminating the discusssion having nearly arrived, 
it is impossible for me at this time to enter into a 
full consideration of this bill, and of the various 
topics which have been alluded to in the course of 
the debate. Nor, indeed, Mr. Chairman, is it ne- 
cessary, after the able, unanswered, and unan- 
swerable argument of my distinguished colleague, 
(Mr. WisE.] My principal object in rising, sir, is 
to notice some remarks of the gentlemen from 
Maryland and North Carolina, (Messrs. JENIFER 
and RayNER,] in relation to the course he has 
deemed it his duty to pursue. 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. J.] had 
said that “not one position of my colleague [Mr. 
Wise] was in unison with his party;” and “that 
his speech was not approve by a single political 
friend.” ï ask the gentleman if Iam correct in 
ascribing to him this language? [To this Mr. Jeni- 
per assented, and said “he did not recognise Mr. 
Macrory as a political friend of Mr. Wisa.” 
Now, sir, Ido not mean to be read out of church by 
the member from Maryland, or by any body else; 
but Ttake this oceasionto declare that, with one 
exception, I fully approve, endorse, and intend 
widely to circulate the speech of my colleague. I 
thank him, Mr. Chairman, for his bold and manly 
stand in defence of our interests and principles: for, 
however offensive it may prove to certain politi- 
cians in this Capitol—however he may be denounced 
or misrepresented here or elsewhere, unless I am 
greatly deceived, the views he has advanced will 
meet with a hearty and cordial support among those 
whom we represent on this floor. They are the 
doctrines avowed by the Harrison party in lower 
Virginia, during the late canvass, and around 
which we mean stiil to rally. On that ground I 


| plant my flag, and on that will I stand or fall. 


When we entered the Harrison party we did not 
compromise our principles; and if the principles of 
the late contest are to be in epposition to the 


F movements of the coming Administration, then, sir, 


all that I have to say is, that we have been 
deceived ourselves, and that we have deceived 
others. 

But the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Rayner] said that the remarks of my colleague 
are “ominous,” &c. and that he heard them ‘with 
pain and surprise.” Now, I ask thatgenitleman 
to tell me what prineiples my colleague has ad- 
vanced in his speech which he had not before 
avowed? I beg to assure the gentleman they are 
the doctrines of the Whigs in Virginia, if they are 
not of the Whigs of North Carolina. 

But, sir, what position bas my friend assumed 
that can be construed into an act of hostility to the 
measures of General Harrison’s administration? 
Is a National Bank to be recommended and pushed, 
without an opportunity of consulting the people, 
and without regard to the condition of the country? 
Why, sir, General Harrison told us he would not 
resort to a bank until all other expedients had 
failed, and unless it was called for by a majority 
of the people. My colleague says, in substance, 
the same; so that here, at least, there is nothing 
“ominous” ofa difference. ‘The President elect is 
pledged to adhere to the compromise act on the 
tariff}, and the main argument of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Wise] was in favor of that 
position. 

Mr. Jenirer here rose and said to Mr. Mar- 
Lory—Define your own position. 

Mr. Mauuory to Mr. J. What, on the to- 
bacco question? [Mr.J. had made a long speech on 
this subject a day or two before, and is very active 
in getting up conventions, &c. on the tobacco 
trade.] 

But, says the gentleman from North Carolina, 
{Mr. Rayner,] why did not the honorable member 
from Virginia [Mr. Wise] wait until General 
Harrison arrived in this city? I answer, why did 
not gentlemen who spoke before him adopt the 
same plan? J undertake to say that my colleague 
wowld have waited until the arrival of General 
Harrison, if others had thought proper to do the 
same. But such had not been the case. Other 
gentlemen had given their views, without reserve, 
and he and his colleague were not going to permit 
public opinion to be prejudged, even if the indica- 
tions did come from a high quarter. 

Mr. M. said he had listened with much atten- 
tion to this debate, and he was yet to hear any 
good reason why this billshould not pass, whether 
we view it in connection with the present or coming 
Administration. 

When last he had a seat on this floor, no one was 
more decidedly opposed to the policy than him- 
self; and, if he did not discuss the question, it was 
because he left it to others who could bring to the 
aid of our cause greater powers of debate and 
more weight of character than he laid claim to. 
Since then, our relations have materially changed, 
and his vote would be given to suil this variation. 
I admire (said he) consistency in a politician; but I 
like to see him accommodate his conduct to the 
exigencies of the times and the wants of the 
State, not make it square with mere pride of opi- 
nion or the prejudices of party feeling. 

When the question of issuing Treasury notes 
was first proposed, the party bringing it forward 
was flushed with victory, and disposed to rush 
headlong into the field of untried expedients. The 
settled principles of our fathers and the most 
cherished institutions of the country were subjects 
of the wildest experiments, and a radical change in 
the character of our Government sought to be 
effected. Disapproving the measure as a perma- 
nent financial scheme, and fearing that it formed 
a linkin the series of measures designed to esta- 
blish a Government bank, I three times voted 
against such a bill. As a circulating medium, 
they are every way objectionable; nor do I ap- 
prove of resorting to such a process as an ordinary 
mode of raising money. But in the present aspect 
of our affairs, as a temporary expedient to supply 
the wan's of Government, in the absence of a 
better, I feel justified in voting for the bill. 
‘Things have materially changed. The Sub-Trea- 
sury, so intimately connected with it, and without 
which they are stripped of most of their objections, 
as a natural consequence of the election of Gen. 
Harrison, will be abandoned. With new men 
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will come new measures, and doubtless some other | 
expedient will be resorted to. In the mean time, | 
Jet us act on the seriptural maxim, that “sufficient | 
unto the day is the evil thereof.” But my priscipal | 
object in supporting this biliis to avoid, if possi- 
ble, the evils and dangers of an extra session of 
Congress; and I hope the amount authorized to be 
issued will not only be large enough for the wants 
of the expiring Administration, but also for that 
about to assume the powers of Government. For 
my part, I am utterly opposed to this called session. 
Lam desirous that the President elect should have 
ample time to examine into the condition of the 
Government, and calmly to consider what mea- 
sures are best calculated to relieve the country. I 
want him by all means to avoid hasty action on 
the vital questions that must be considered; to view 
them without reference to mere political censidera- 
tions and unbiassed by party influences. It would 
be extremely injudicious and unwise, in the present 
state of public feeling, to. think of adopting this 
measure. To suppose that subjecis of such im- 
portance as would come up at an extra session of 
Congress, surrounded as they will be by all the 
elements of political strife, could be considered 
with reference to the true interesis of the nation, is, 
I think, greatly to mistake the state of parties and 
the schemes of political aspirants. General Harri- 
son, whatever may be the position of some of his 
prominent supporters, is now unpledged and un- 
committed. Premature action may place him ina 
position fatal to the just expectations of his coun- 
trymen, and fatal to the renown of his Administra- 
tion. The voice of a free people has elevated 
him beyond all parties, 
General Washington, has had such an opportunity 
to‘advance the great interests of the country, and 
win for himself the deep and lasting gratitude of a 
great nation. His measures will, I iust, be wise 
and useful, and his Cabizet selected with an eye 
single to our wants and interests, having no re- 
ference to the succession. For the present, at 
least, I wish him to be guided by the “Jet-alone” 
principle. That the body politic 1s sick, cannot be 
denied. It has suffered for years from empirical 
treatment—at one time for undue stimulation, then 
again from excessive depletion. No system has 
been long adhered to, aad no indication properly 
followed out. Quackery has been the order of the 
day, and from its effects the patient has been gra- 
dually sinking. But protracted as has proved the 
malady, and inefficacious the remedial means em- 
ployed, a ciose examination di.closes no organic 
disease. There are, it is true, disturbane:s in the 
circulation, with undue determinations; but now 
that the acrid secretions are removed, the favor 
will go off, leaving behind no incurable effects. 
Rest and the vis medicutrix nature will soon bring 
abouta State of sound health and vigorous action. 
Sir, I protest against this incessant tinkering—this 
never-ceasing doctoring—and, as many an unforiu= 
nate patient has been physicked to death just be- 
cause the physician, in order to satisfy the anxiety 
of his friends, felt called oa to prescribe something, 
Without exactly knowing himself how his medicine 
would act, so is the business of the country in like 
danger from too many legislative prescriptions. 
Confidence, Mr. Chairman, in your attendant goes 
far to effect a cure; and, asin medicine, soit is 
just now with the body politic. Tne physician 
selec'ed by the people to minister to the diseases of 
the State is one in whose skill and integrity they 
place all confideace. As one who played an hum- 
ble yet active part in tms selec‘ion, I am for 
giving him full time to examine, to reflect, to de- 
cide, and, when he acts, jet it be with a full 
knowledge of our condition, and with a clear per- 
ception of our wants. Let the country alone, 
therefore, for awhile, and it will restore itself; in 
its present feverish state, it would be extremely 
impradent to add additional excitement; the proper 
way for its recovery toa healthy tone is to avoil 
all stimulation. Tam unwilling to subjectthe busi- | 
ness.and currency of the nation to the injurious 

influence of another year of political agitation; I 


No man, since the days of | 


ara unwilling to pass through another summer of 
turmoil, which willas surely come as you convene 
Congress in May. or June, to discuss the question 
ofa bank, of diswibytion, and of a tariff. Ih will 
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be a President making session, for with it will open 
the catapaign for the succession. This question, I 
believe, the people do not desire toagitate soon, 
whatever may be the wishes of ambiuous politi- 
The elements of prosperity are still to be 
found in the couatry, and, if allowed time, will 
soon settle down into order. We waut rest, and, if 
we expect to do well, we must have it. 

How can the advocates of a called session ex- 
pect that General Harrison, immediately on coming 
into power, should, without proper time for reflec- 
tion, precipitate himself into great measures? No: 
the proper plan will be to allow him time to look 
around him, and to examine into the true state of 
affairs before he acis. Above all, Mr. Chairman, I 
am against that policy calculated to place General 
Harrison in a condition where he will be compeiled 
to commit himself to the schemes of any man. 
I an averse to making any individual onr next 
President, by bolstering up his hobbies with the 
great popularity of Geuerai Harrison. I have 
voted for him to be President, and for nobody else. 
I deny thatany one on this floor, or in the other 
wing of the Capitol, is authorized to indicate what 
are to be the measures of the incoming Administra 
tion. For one, I will denounce the attempts of 
any clique to mark out the gourse of the President 
elect before he reaches the svat of Government, or 
has been clothed wits authority. And, Mr. Chair- 
man notwithstanding the manifestations from the 
regency quarter of this Hall, Į protest, in advance, 
against their opinions being considered as the 
orthodox principles of the Whig party. I find 
fault with no member of our party for expressing 
himself in regard to a bank, a tanff, to distribution, 
or internal improvements. I am willing to hear 
all that gentleman may have to say, and expect 
to be heard in return, without being proscribed for 
so doing. ButI do object to one set of men under- 
taking to manufacture political opicions for others; 
and will resist, cost what it may, what I re- 
gard as an effort to prejudge these questions in the 
public mind, so as to force us up to their standard 
of Whig principles; or, failing in that, to make 
us objects of suspicion to oar friends, and to ex- 
communicate us from the true church. 

G:nileman insist that acailed session at an early 
day is necessary to provide means to supply the 
ordinary purposes of Government. Sur, [hold tte 
opposi'e opinion, and believe, if the amendment of 
my colleague prevails—which proposes to give to 
Genera! Tfarrison the power to issue five millions 
of Treasary noies after the fourth of Marca next— 
that there will be money enough for an economical 
Administration of our affairs. We have, over and 
over again, charged the Van Buren party with ex- 
travaganc:, and promised to reform abuses and re- 
trench expenditures if tke people wouid elect Gen. 
Harrison. But certain gentlemen here, who had 
sung this tune for years, had not a word to say 
about retrenchment and reform. The cry now is, 
money! money! give us money. Yes, we must 
bave money to carry ona splendid Government, 
and to get this money they must raise the taxes of 
the people. If, Mre. Chairman, the indications, 
putforth by the members over the way, who have 
spoken on this subject, are to be received as the 
principles of the incoming Administration, not- 
withstanding allour past cry of retrenchment and 
reform, itis evident we shall gain no!hing on this 
score by a charge of rulers. If this be so, all that 
we have accomplished by the turn of the political 
wheel is, to put out one set of charlatans, and put 
inanoiber. I mean, sir, so long as I remain here, 
to practise on the precepts I inculeaied before the 
people—to carry out, when in power, the promi- 
sesmade to the people when candidates fer office. 
Nor do I recognise any here as authorized to speak 
for the President elect. He came into power on 
the pledge that he would carry out reform and re- 
trenchment, and I believe he will fulfil his promi- 
ses fo the letter. 

lt is the duty of the Administration about re- 
tiring to make ample provision until the next ses- 
sion of Congress. They owe it to themselves and 
to the country; justice and policy boih demand it 
attheir hands. But suppose they do not; what 
then? On the Yan Baren party, and not on the 
friends of General Harrison, will rest the responsi- 
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bility. And surely, sir, the instruments he: will . 


select to carry on the Geverament will have. tact 
and sense enough to present this in its. true light 
before the people. I have no fears for the coming 
Administration of General Harrison, . L believe 
that distioguisbed man will draw around- him per- 
sous of talent, who will aid him in ascertaining 
the irue state of the country; and men who will.be 
able to make a correct exposition of its affairs. 
That he will encounter difficulties, is very certain; 
otherwise, we have deceived the people as to the 
condition of the country and the Government. 
But I bope he will meet them like aman; and, if 
he proves faithful to his trust, the people will sus- 
tain him in any emergency that may arise. 

During the canvass, we were in the habit of as- 
suming, as a correct standard for the expensex of 
the Federal Government, the amount of appropria- 
tions per annum under the administration of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] and, 
allowing something for the increase of population, 
the Fiorida war, &e. to compare the expenditures 
of Mr. Van Buren with those of the former. What 
I preached then, I am willing to practise now; and, 
for one, { hold my political associates to a „strict 
and rigid accountability, Instead of resorting to a 
loan, as proposed by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr Barwarp,] and as approved by ‘the 
gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Rayner,] 
instead of taxing our constiwents by increasing 
the tariff, I maintain it is cur duty to. try first ge- 
trencbment and reform. A loan will entail on us 
a permanent national debt, to which, except on 
extraordinary occasions, such as war, Lam entire- 
ly opposed. It is with Government as with indi- 
viduals. Money loaned for ten or twenty years 
creates no uniasiness in the mind of the borrower. 
tle maintaias his habits of extravagance, and 
makes no arrangements to liquidate the debt, bes 
cause the diy of payment is along way off. But 
let him, instead of a deed in trust, give his bond 
payable in a few months, and at once he will make 
an effort to meet the obligation. So is it with Go- 
vernment. Lend us money for ten years, and in 
vain may you look for retrenchment. But. force 
us to redeem our notes every twelve months, and 
we dare not incur the responsibility of extravagant 
appropriations. Sir, I respect the patriotic profes- 
sions of politicians to a proper exient, but my ex- 
perience here satisfies me that if you want an eco» 
nomica] and pure Government, you must keep it 
poor! Take nota single dollar from the pockets 
of the people that is not absolutly necessary to 
their security and defence. i ; 

The konorable member from North Carolina, 
{Mr. Raywnr,] in arguing in favor ef borrowing 
rac ney, assigned as a reason “that a loan would ex- 
pose to the country the state of our finances.” 
But surely we can do this without incurring a per 
manen! national debt; for if you borrow money it 
must be for years, not months; nobody will lend it 
to you for a short period. A’ competent and hc- 
nest Secretary of the Treasury can very soon find 
out the state of our money affairs. The remarks 
of Messrs. BARNARD, BELL, and Evans, had con- 
vinced him that the deficit in the Treasury is great- 
er than the revenue will fill up, “and that their eal- 
culations as to the estimates put this question in so 
clear a point of view as to remove all degbt.” 
Now, sir, they did agree as to there being a defi- 
ciency; Lut what was the amount of that deficien- 
cy was altogether another affair. Theyall arrived 
a‘ different results, For instance, one says it is 
about seven millions, while another had set it down 
at forty millions mere trifie of thirty-three mil- 
lions of doilars difference between two gentlemen; 
and yetweare to resortto a‘Joan to expose to 
the country the true state of our finances.” 
Sir, would you borrow seven millions or forty? It 
isis obvious to my mind that noneof them can 
tell the real deficiency in the Treasury; and if their 
data and estimates are so satisfactory to the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, I must confess they 
weigh little with me. 

Bat suppose this money is borrowed, how do you 
propose to pay the deb:? Oh! say gentlemen, let 
us tax luxuries; and a mighty dust is kicked up here 
to blind the eyes of the people to an approaching 
tariff and an extravagant Government ‘This ery 
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is all very fine; it sounds well and may succeed; it 
it is'at least plausible, but will not bear much seru- 
tjnys It is nota mere question of a tax on wines 
and silks: There is much more in it than at first 


meeis the eye. I cannot but regard the propagi 
tion as designed to spring a tariff on us before Wè 


are/aware of our danger; and I think so, notwith- 
standing the many disclaimers that we have heard 
over the: way. Sir, one would almost conclude 
~ there were no tariff men in this House— “judicious 
tariff—-modetrate tariff-—just tarif,” is all they 

“want; but what would be just, moderate, and judi- 
cions, is about as hard to find out as is the deficien- 
ey in the Treasury. It might vary, like that, from 
T:to:40 per cent, All these disclaimers come too 
from. tariff men, and if they were cross-examined a 
little às to their understanding of the compromise 
act, the end and object of this movement would 
perhaps be put “in a clear point of view.” Sir,we 
have nothing to fear from an open tariff question. 
Presidential aspirations will prevent that. It is 

` against a high tariff for protection in disguise that 

we must guard; for here lies the danger. But Ido 
notintend ‘to go into the question of laying a tax 
on wines.and silks. My colleague has done that in 

a much abler manner than I can, and, as I intend 
circulating his speech, it is unnecessary. 

» As my time for speaking is limited by the rule 
adopyed this morning, which takes this bill out of 
the committee in some twenty or thirty minutes, I 
must avoid a regular battle, and be content to fire 
a few random shot, intending to write out what I 
have no chance of speaking here. This much, 
however, let me say, that the question is an impor- 
tant one, demanding more consideration than it 
can receive during the present session of Congress, 
if the whole time were appropriated to the subject. 
If increased taxation is necessary, take up the 
whole question of the tariff, consult all sections 
and interests, and act openly and deliberately. Let 
‘ws know what you are about, and let your legisla- 

tion be gencral, not partial. Why this haste? 
Months will elapse, ‘if you adopt the motion, before 
the duties will commence—not until October next— 
too Jate entirely to relieve your Treasury of its pre- 
sentenibarrassments. Ihave no objection to tax 
luxuries, if you will relieve necessities from taxa- 
tion. I will go with you to tax the rich man’s 
silk: garments, if you will go with me to take off 
your enormous tax on the poor man’s blanket and 
coarse woollens and cottons. I will tax wine if 
you will take off your tax on salt. I have no ob- 
jection to imposing a moderate duty on silks and 
wines for the purposes of revenue; but I have no 
idea, as a Southern man, to stand by quietly, and 
see luxuries for which we exchange our produce 
heavily taxed, while those exchanged for Northern 
manufactures come in free of duty. Ido not want 
to: force a poor man’s wife to give up her silk 
gown, and compet her tu wear coarse Northern cot- 
tons at the same price. Why not tax your spices, 
dye-stuffs, teas, mahogany, &c. as well as wines 
and silks? But the cry is, the Treasury is empty 
and how are we to supply the deficiency? Sir, i 
would advise you, instead of doing this, by increas- 
ing the taxes on the people, to study retrenchment 
aud reform; to practise what we have so zealously 
proposed. I would say to Gen. Harrison, as a 
friend, study this book, (holding up the blue-bzok.) 
I would ‘advise him to act on the precepts con- 
tained in the speeches of the gentlemen from Ohio, 
(Mr. Bonn,) from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Ocue,) and 
others ‘of our'party, which inculcate reform. Let 
him abolish all useless offices. By a judicious 
reform in New York alone, from 500,000 to 
$800,000 may be saved yearly in the collection of 
the revenue, the cost of collection in a few years 
having gone up to eleven from four per cent. with- 
out adequate cause. : i 

‘Putan end at once to your'serambling system of 
harbors and internal improvements, which takes 
millions out of your Treasury, in most cases to be 
literally thrown into thesea. This we have a right 
to-expect fiom General Harrison, who, in one of 
his letters, when a candidate, expressed the opinion 
that this was a matter which should be left with the 
Stetes—the time having gone by when the Federal 
‘Government could advantageously carry it on. 
Cease building your marble palaces for idle 


show, when plain structures will answer every pur- 
ose. 

P Reduce the contingent expenses of Congress and 

the Executive Departments. 

Cut down your overgrown civil list, both at home 
and abroad. : í 

Look into the administration of the military and 
navy departments; your commissaries, contractors, 
and the vast number of agencies over the country; 
enough here may be saved, by judicious manage- 
ment, to terminate the Florida war without further 
draughts on your empty coffers. 

Modify or repeal your bounties and drawbacks, 
which take hundreds of thousands from the Trea- 
sury to no useful purpose, and which, in many 
cases, have become crying abuses. 

Revise your pension system; for it is connected 
with enormous frauds, and has been pushed by 
Congress far beyond the limits of justice and pro- 
priety. 

The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Rayner] read us a wholesome lecture on economy 
and frugality; but, strange to say, labored hard to 
persuade us into the notion of an extra. session, 
which would of itself cost the country some four 
hundred thousand dollars for pay and expenses of 
Congress. This is practising what you preach with 
avengeance! To begin your system of retrench- 
ment by incurring an unnecessary expense of four 
hundred thousand dollars, when the gentleman 
himself admits that our funds are exhausted, and 
that we should borrow the very money to carry it 
through. It may be, sir, very practical economy in 
North Carolina, but does not square with our “ab- 
stract” notions in Virginia. : 

Pursue, then, I say, a vigorous system of re- 
trenchment, and there can be no doubt that Gen. 
Harrison will soon save money enough to pay all 
the debts of this Government. Mr. Apams ave- 
raged about thirteen millions per annum for per- 
manent and extracrdinary expenditures; and the 
great interests of the country were in quite as 
flourishing a condition as when we expended 
thirty or forty millions, It is not so much the 
amount of appropriations, as the manner of gis- 
bursing them, that does good to the country. I 
found fault with the manner as well as the amount 
under Mr. Van Buren, though some of our Whig 
friends now do not seem to regard the amount as 
so enormeus, and argue as if twenty millions per 
annum was not enough. I repeat, sir, the decla- 
ration that, with a careful administration of the 
civil, naval, and military departments, and that 
of Indian affairs, such a retrenchment may be car- 
ried out, without the passage of a single law, as 
will enable us to pass through the present year 
without serious difficulty or embarrassment. 

But, at the same time that the cry of deficiency! 
deficiency! is sounded in this Hall, and comes back 
to us from all parts of our widely extended country 


—at the same time that the proposition is pending | 


in this wing of the Capitol to increase the taxes and 
burdens of our constituents, an effort is strenvansly 
urgec in the Senate to take from a bankrupt Trea- 
sury three or four millions of dollars arising from 
the sales of onur public lands, and distribute it 
among the States to enable them to pay their enor- 
mous debts at home and abroad. The corrupting 
and injurious tendency cf this distribution scheme, 
the fatal blow it would inflict on the independence 
of the States, making them ‘pensioners on the 
bounty” of the Federal Government, is so happily 
illustrated in the speech of my colleague that I shail 
say but little on the subject. Whatever arguments 
might be used in favor of distribution with abun- 
dant resources, surely no man can, in the present 
state of our finances, fora moment entertain such 
a thought, unless, through its instrumentality, he 
seeks to inflict on usa high protective tarif. They 
are parts of the same policy: the adoption of one, 
as a necessary consequence, leads to the other. A 
loan is intended as the basis of a national bank; 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands as 
the entering wedge for the assumption of State 
debts; and a high tariff as providing the means of 
payment. They all go hand in hand together; they 
are links in the same chain of consolidation, and, 
if not broken, will bury the sovereigntyof the States 
under the ruins of our Democratic institutions. 


The question of distribution at this tiime is a very 
different one from former prepositions of this cha- 
racter. Now it is proposed to take nearly one 
quarter of the whole revenue of the United States 
and give it to the several States, when that revenue 
is admitted on all hands, especially by those who 
are in favor of this scheme, to be inadequate to our 
wants. Whereas, when the subject was before un- 
der consideration, the Treasury was burdened with 
an enormons surplus, alike inconvenient to the Go- 
vernment and dangerous to the well being of the 
country. Many, therefore, who approved it when 
we hada “vicious surplus,” may now, without in- 
consistency, oppose it with a barren Treasury. 

Conscious of the absurdity of “distributing a 
deficiency,” (as my colleague, Mr. Wisp, properly- 
terms it,) and of the fatal objection to the propo- 
sition to be drawn from a deficiency in the Trea- 
sury, the advocates of the policy gravely maintain 
that it is an assumption of power on our part to 
use this money for the ordinary purposes of Go- 
vernment; and rely on the deeds of cession to the 
United States in proof of their position. But there 
is no expression to be foundin any of these in- 
struments which warrants this construction; and 
certain I am, no man can be hardy enough to 
maintain that it isin accordance with the spirit 
and intent of the deeds, and that the parties thereto 
contemplated at the time any such purpose. But 
this argument has been blown to the winds; it is 
utterly indetensible. As to the constitutional 
power, I have but a single observation to make: 
Can this Government derive power from any other 
source than the Constitution? Can a Republican 
of the State Rights school look for power for the 
Federal Government in any other quarter without 
destroying the fundamental article of his creed? In 
the conclusion of his eloquent address, the gentle- 
man from North Carolina (Mr. Rayner] endorsed 
his old creed of nullification. Sir, I am glad to 
hear him claim still to be a nullifier; for, if the 
doctrines of his speech be carried out by the in- 
coming Administration, it will not be long, in my 
humble judgment, before he will again have to re- 
sort to4‘nullification as the rightful remedy.” 1 
listened to his speech with much attention—it was 
a handsome affair—but I must say, it was the best 
tariff speech that has been made during the whole 
debate. 

But I have another objection to the distribution 
scheme of still greater force, representing, as I do, 
the most important naval station in the United 
States. I believe a more fatal blow to the navy 
could not be given than to adopt this policy. Once 
begin the system, and you will find every effort 
here in vain to obtain an appropriation for this 
branch of your service adequate to its wants and 
the exigencies of the country, In the scramble 
that will follow, how few will be found to foster 
the interests of the navy! ‘Think you a State 
owing some twenty or forty millions of foreign 
debt will give up is share of public plunder to 
strengthen ihis right arm of our defence, and, in 
lieu thereof, consent 1ọ tax its citizens to the 
amount so released? No man now rises to 
make a speech in Congress who does not, 
before he sits down, entertain us with patri- 
otic bursts ofeloquence about the navy. We bave 

etaphors without bounds, and similes without 
number; well turned sentences and rounded pe- 
tiods, with evlogistic harangues on our gallant tars 
real Fourth-of-July orations. Well, sir, this is 
all well enough; it is an evidence of the great fa- 
vorin which the navy ís held by the people, when 
politicians are lavish in expressions of their attach- 
to its interests, and of admiration for the heroic 
achievements of its sons. Daily isit rang in our 
ears that the navy is neglected; that, compared 
with that of France, Engiand, Russia, even with 
Turkey and Egypt, it is contemptible as to numeri- 
cal force; and that, should war ensne with England, 
our commerce must be swept from the ocean. All 
this, sir, Is, alas! too true, as the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. Crary] and myself, some two years 
ago, in this very hall, fully pointed out, in our at- 
tack on the Board of Commissioners. Our fortifi- 
cations are also declared to be in a condition of 
utter worthléssness for defending our cities and 
coasts; few of them completed, and not one with 
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an effective armament. Every tyro in naval or 
military affairs talks about steam ships, ‘steam bat. 
teries, La Paixhan guns, (sixty pounders,) and shell 
shot; and one not used to the gasconading style of 
debate here would sometimes think Washington 
city was invaded, and that a foreign steamer. was 
playing bombs on the Capitol itself. : 

Mr. Chairman, it must. be confessed that these 
great interests have been most shamefully neglected. 
Wa have had, heretofore, the means to carry on a 
proper sysiem of national defence; and Congress, 
with a few exceptions, has made liberal provision. 
Those entrusted with the superintendence of the 
military departments have been wanting in know- 
ledge or disposition to make them efficient. Look, 
for instance, at the enormous sum appropriated by 
Congress for this purpose, which has been returned 
to the surplus fand in the Treasury, because those 
entrusted with its management would not do their 
duty. . But adopt your distribution scheme, with an 
empty Treasury, and you may have the will to 
build up your navy and to perfect your fortifica- 
tions, but, sir, you will lack an important ingredient 
—the means—unless you incur agreat national 
debt, like England, to scourge our people, aud grind 
the laboring man to the dust. Pass the distributioa 
law, and one of two things you must do, if you 
desire to keep. the navy even on its present footing, 
and all admit the imperious necessity for enlarging 
it; you must incur a debt, or create an enormous 
tariff; and from the day that the destiny of the navy 
is connected with either of these measures may be 
dated its impending destruction. Our relations 
with England are of a threatening character: : No 
man can predict when the war trumpet of this 
great power may: not be sounded on our coast; and 
yet, in the face of this serious danger, with an 
empty Treasury, a disordered currency, a crippled 
navy, unfinished fortifications, without fonndries 
for cannon, without materials of war and for ships, 
for gentlemen to rise in their places and propose to 
rob the Treasury of millions, to be scattered among 

„the States, seems to me utterly irreconcilable with 
‘the dictates of common sense, and the just de- 
mands of the country But what do we see? Why, 
amy colleague the other day had given his views on 
these great measures, had simply avowed his opi- 
nions, when two gentlemen rose and expressed 
their suspicions that he was about to quit the Whig 
party. Sir, things have come to a pretty passif we 
are to be proscribed or suspected for advocating 
opinions that for years we have openly entertained. 

Mr. Jexirer here made an explanation to the 

_effect that he had said nothing about Mr. Wise be- 
ing-about to desert his party. 

Mr. Wise asked whether the gentleman from 
Maryland had any distrust cf him. 

Mr. -Jnnirer made some reply which could no! 
be. heard. , 

Mr. Wise. Well, then, E suppose the gentle- 
men takes it for granted that the party will go with 
him; when, at the same iime, who knows what the 
measures of General Harrison will be? Were 
there not some gentlemen making principles for 
General Harrison before he came into poser? 
But when it was not known what the principles of 
the coming Administration would be, how vould it 
be Said that he was about to desert his party? He 
(Mr. W.) did not take the gentleman from Mary- 
land as the Administration. è 

After some further explanations tetween himself 
and Mr. JENIFER, ; 

Mr. Wise observed that, had it not teen for 
other gentlemen expressing their views, what they 
would do, &c. he would never have said a word. 
But; as every member on the floor who had. pre- 
viously spoken had given his views in relation to 
the coming Administration, he thought it was as 
fair for one as for another. And as others had ad- 
ministered their little nostrums for the cure of the 
disease, he, although not a. regular physician, 
thought he would. do so too. 
` Mr. Matiory then resumed his remarks, and 

_ observed that, at the very outset, before he had 
spoken a moment, he had been taunted by the gen- 
tleman from-Maryland with not being one-of the 
party. Lrepeat, sir, (said Mr. M.) that. the ho- 

- norable member. from Maryland shall not. un- 
church me, L worked as hard in the late canvass 
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as he did; and I come here to sustain the Adminis- 
tration of General Harrison in all good faith, and 
will do so as long as he ‘acts en the principles 
which brought bim into power. The gentleman, 
too, from the city of New York, [Mr. Monrogr,] 
who entertained the committee a few days since 
with a disquisition on common schools, had twitted 
us. with our abstractions—Virginia abstractions” 
was the burden of hissong. Sir, I will tell those gen- 
tlemen that Old Virginia cannot boast of as many 
common schools as New York; but she has, per- 
haps, as much common sense. Had the gentle- 
men witnessed the exbibition in this hall a few 
mornings since, of certain pupils from the State in- 
stitution at Lexington, they would have perceived 
that our people were not altogether ignorant of the 
science of signs. Sir, we understand the signs 
given out by others, and it is on the faith of these 
signs, as well as words that we are acting. I have 
said that we have common sense, if we do not 
aboundin common schools, though of these we 
have a few, and 1 am happy to say they are fast 
increasing. Perhaps the gentleman [Mr. Monror] 
has never hear of a common school case that oc- 
curred in the common school Sate of New York, 
where his common school people, in the plentitude 
of their ‘practical. wisdom and hard sense, were 
guilty of an “abstraction” that far surpasses any 
hair-splitting ever done in the Old Dominion. 
The case was this: a bridge connected with a rail- 
road line leading to the great city of the Empire 
State, in consequence of some error in the architec- 
tural skill of these common school gentry, gave 
way witha tremendous crash, and the connection 
between the ends of the railroad was kept up after- 
wards by a steamboat. These common school 
gentlemen, however, with their usual industry, set 
themselves to work to repair the bridge, and in a 
few weeks things were all straight again. The 
steamer, being no longer required, was ordered 
round home; but, im attempting to pass down the 
river, it was discovered that she could not get un- 
der the bridge, it never having before occurred to 
the managers that they culd all the time have ran 
the boat as well below the bridge as above il, or 
entered into their. calculations to compare the 
height of the boat with the space under the bridge. 
The steamer was finally sold for a mere song; and, 


-before she was released from. confiuement, was 


stripped to her naked timber. [A member at the 
Reporter’s elbow suggested that it was similar to 
the mason who buili his leg in a chimney.] 

But the member from New York was not the 
only one who had talked of our “abstractions.” 
The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Rayner] 
did not spare us Mr. Chairman, when an indivi- 
dual here from the South joins in this hue and cry 
about Virginia principles—abstractions, as they 
are pleased to call them—I always set it down as 
a sure sign. that he has turned Federslist. Now, 
sir, if to oppose a high tariff, internal improve- 
ments, a splendid and extravagant Government, 
and ail in connection with this beggarly distribu- 
tion, is an abstraction, then, for one, I glory in he- 
ing a Virginia abstractionist. The honorable mem- 
ber, too, indulged in some invidious comparisoas 
between North Carolina and Virginia, and spoke 
of our “former glory,” and our present “shame.” 
I have not, sir, a single term of reproach, not an 
unkind word, or a harsh epithet, to. apply towards 
his State. Between his constituents and mine the 
best feelings and relations exist. We live side by 
side, and we-trade together. We are almost one 
and the same people, divided only by an artificial 
line of latitude, nature having placed no barrier be- 
tween us. I gloried, moreover, in the gallant stand 
which his State assumed in the jate contest, and 
rejoiced as much. at her victory as ] mourned over 
our own defeat. But if that victory is to be used 
against the Republican cause, then, Mr. Chair- 
man, give me my good old mother, with all her 
“abstractions,” her constitational pradery, if you 
please, even in the decline of her greatness and re- 
nown. Give me, I say, the Old Dominion in pre- 
ference to blushing North Carolina, in the act of 
prostituting herself to the genius of Federal consoli- 
dation. 

The honcrable member from South Carolina, 


LMr. Fromeson,] in the course of his eloquent rez: 


marks the oiher day—for that gentleman is always 
eloquent—talked somewhat about certain “star- 
gazing. politicians” “butting their heads against 
the lamp posts.” But let me. tell the gentleman 
there are more sorts of star gazing than one. In 
admiring the horizon, illuminated’ by ‘the’ ‘brilliant 
rays of the rising sun of Power, it would be‘as well 
occasionally to view the quarter whence comes the 
storm. In our eagerness to relieve the President 
elect from all embarrassment, we should not forget 
the interests of those who sent us here. We 
should Jock, sir, to the humble cabin as well as to 
the palace. These movements will produce great 
excitement in the South. There is a storm ahead; 
and when it bursts upon us, it will sweep from the 
ocean many a gallant bark that now sails proudly 
before the breeze. ‘ 

Bat, Mr. Chairman, if those who entertain and 
have expressed opinions opposite to those of my 
colleague and myself, are to succeed in putting the 
ship of State on the Federal tack, I shall never re- 
gret the course I pursued in supporting Gen. Har- 
nson. If I am deceived as to the principles ` on 
which he will administer the Government, his elec- 
tion, if it accomplishes nothing else, will have the 
effect of breaking down party trammels in the 
South, and henceforward we shall meet, not on 
men alone, but on the ground of principle. Inthe 
late contest, men of all creeds united together to 
accomplish a common object. Laying aside our 
peculiar notions, wè united in’ one mighty struggle 
to rescue the Constitution from the Administration 
which we thought endangered its safety, and 
threatened not only the institutions, but the liber- 
ties of the country. We succeeded, and I am wil- 
ling still to act together until the great work of re- 
form is perfected. But, while such is my desire, 
I cannot remain unconcerned when the impression 
is sought to be made, that my opinions will be in 
conflict with General Harrison’s measures. I 
draw my conclusions from his letters and speeches, 


which I am prepared to show do not differ from the . 


principles avowed by my colleague and myself. 

If the question again comes up, whether State 
rights or Federal doctrines are to shape the adminis- 
tration of this Government, I am prepared forthe 
contest. Let theline be drawn as soon as gentle- 
men please. Dof our name and uniform, and take 
the field under your own banners. Unmask your 
batteries, and we fear not the result. Sir, I believe 
not those who tell us that, in this contest, “our 
Republican General Harrison” will be against the 
Republican party, and will lead on our foes. It 
cannot be true—it is not true. 

Mr. Chairman, in thus expressing my: opinions, 
I am actuated by no factious motives, and certain- 
ly by no wish to embarrass the next Administra- 
tion, or produce discord among our friends. As a 
citizen of this Republic, and as a representative of 
the people, I have aright to speak freely of public 
men and their measures; and, come what may, 
while I have a seatin this Hall, I shall continue to 

xereise this privilege on all proper occasions. 
Conscious that, in what has been said, I have en- 
deavored to discharge my duty, 1 rely for’support, 
not on the approving smile of any manor set of 
men here, but on the good sense, the justice, and 
liberality of my constituents at home. 
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DEBATE ON THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 
i. rA 
SPEECH OF MR. Saas 
OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

In the Houre of Representatives, February 5, 1841— 
On the bill providing for an Assue of Treasury 
Notes. a f 
The bill authorizing thé issag of Treasury notes 

to the amount of five millions/ of dollars being un- 

der consideration, and Mr: Bagwarp of New York 
having moved to strike $ the enacting clause 
of the bill, giving notice that, if the motion pre- 
vailed, and a report to that effect should be made to 
the House, be would then offer the following reso- 
lution: p ; Ses 

Resolved, That the subject of making provision for the 
wants of the Treasury be referred back tothe Committee of 

Ways.and Means, with instructions- 


First. To bring in a billauthorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to borrow ten milions of dollars on ¢he credit of the 


“Government, and to issue bonds or serip therefor, 


Second, To bring in a-bil imposing duties for additional 


ka 
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i ilks, li i d other articles, be- 
Tee ruris T Hinon Sd United States; but in such 
manner as not to conflict with the principles, policy, and spi- 
ritof the act of March, 1833, commonly called “the Compro- 
mise Ac?’ — ` 

Mr. RAYNER, of. North Carolina, spoke as 
follows: 

He said he should. vote against the issue of 
Treasury notes now, as he did at the last session; 
but that he was willing to vote for a loan, and for 
additional duties on articles of luxury, as contem- 
plated by ‘the resolution of the gentieman from 
New York. Setting aside the disputed question as 
to the constitutional power of Congress to issue 
Treasury notes, about which (said Mr. R.) I shall 
venture no opinion now, yet I oppose the measure 
on grounds of inexpediency. af believe that a crisis 
has arrived in our financia! affairs which requires 
a remodelling of the system which must soon be 
met, and that this issue of Treasury notes is calcu- 
lated to put off toa future day that which requires 
immediate attention. I look upon it as deceptive 
in its character, and calculated to conceal from the 
knowledge of ihe country the embarrassed and 
ruinous condition of the National Treasury. It is 
also calculated to screen from a just responsibility 
the condemned authors of that system of misrule 
‘which has bankrupted the Treasury, and well nigh 
dishonored the nation. For whilst it, in fact, en- 
tails upon the Government a debt—a national 
debt, in every sense of the word—yet so much 
magic is there in a name, that those who have 
for years been resorting to this system have as 
uniformly denied that they have imposed upon 
the country a national debt; but insisted that they 
were only using temporarily the credit of the Go- 
vernment, 

Wow, si, it is right that there should no longer be 
practised any deception on this subject. Tis right 
that the true situation of the ‘Lreasury should be 
ynade known to the country. Itis right that the 
authors of the financial embarrassments under 
which we are now suffering should be held to a 
strict accountability. Let them, in the few days of 
power which they have left, confess that the Trea- 
sury is empty, that the country is in debt, that funds 
are necessary to save the honor and credit of the 
nation, and bring in a bill authorizing a loan; I 
will vote for it, although it shall be with a protes- 
fando against the wasteful extravagance which has 
rendered it necessary. Sir, if the Government is 
in debt, without the means of paying, the people 
should know it; they should also know the amount 
of that debt, under whose management it has been 
incurred, and the manner and terms on which it is 
to be paid, 

The issue of Treasury notes, as I have before 
said, is only putting off the day of settlement, 
and throwing ‘it on those who, while they have 
foretold and protested ‘against the present evils, 
will yet be charged, when the day of reckoning 
comes, with having inenrred the debt, for the 
payment of which they are now making provi- 
sion. 

If Treasury notes be  constitutional—about 
which, as I said before, I deem it unnecessary to 
express an opinion—yet I do not consider this to 
bean occasion when it is proper to resort to them. 
It may be, that in cases of emergency which can- 
not be foreseen or provided for—as war, or a sud- 
den revulsion in the trade and revenue of the coun- 
try—the issue of Treasury notes might not only be 
expedient, but absolutely necessary; when the inte- 
rest, the honor, and the plighted faith of the country 
were in danger of being compromised. Sudden 
and unexpected difficulties not only require, but 
jusiify extreme and unusual remedies. - Bat such is 
noi the case at the present time. The horrors of 
war bave not suddenly burst upon us, and the dif- 
ficulties which beset the trade and commeree of the 
country, so far from being sudden and unexpected, 
have been gradual in their approach, long seen, and 
long felt. Then, not being suddenly called upon to 
provide agaiast some unforeseen disaster, I insist 
upon it that we should take time to view the whole 
field of difficulty, throw the responsibility where it 
properly belongs, and resort to such means as 
shall be consistent with the obligations we owe to 
the country, and the duly which we owe to ourselves, 
$ speak as a member ef the Whig party—as a 
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member cf that party which long foresaw and long 
forewarned the country against the measures 
which have reduced us to this ruinous and almost 
degraded condition. Sir, I do not choose to be 
driven, by this cry of the “immediate wants” of 
the Government, about which we have heard so 
much, to the commission of an act which I not only 
believe to be inexpedient and unwise at the present 
time, but which, while it is calculated to relieve 
the guilty from responsibility, will throw the edium 


of their misdeeds upon those who are to succeed | 


them. 

As to the indebtedness of the Government, with- 
out the means of making payment, there is no 
difference of opinion here. That more money will 
be required than can be supplied by the accruing 
revenue for the present year, must be admitted on 
all hands. As to the deficit which exists, and the 
amount which will be required for the present 
wants and future demands during the year, is a 
point of controversy. .I shall attempt to show, be- 
fore I conclude, that it is much larger than can be 


gathered from the obscure and cunningly devised 


report of the Secretary of the Treasury. The ques- 
tion is, how is the requisite sum to be raised? Af- 
ter a great and unexampled victory, the Whig 
party is about to come into power, and they find 
the Government crippled in its resources, and bent 
down by years of pressure. We now have to ap- 
ply the remedy. We now have to raise the means 
of enabling the country to comply with its obliga- 
tions, to repair its shatiered defences, and to save 
the national honor. Iam willing to do this, but I 


j cannot consent that a discomfited enemy shall dic- 


tate the way in which it is to be done; stiil less am 
I willing to aid in screening thatenemy from publ'e 
indignaticn by assuming the responsibility which 
should rest on him. And if we have nothing to 
hope from an obstinate and perverse majority here— 
if this measure is to be presented to us as the ulti- 
matum, as the only relief which they will consent to 
give, I, for one, am for “‘biding my time,” and am 
willing to wait till those who truly represent the 
interests and wishes of the people shall have assem- 
bled here. 

I have stated that I am willing to vote for a 
loan, and feeling assured, as I do, that five mil- 
lions will not be more than half sufficient to meet 
the deficit for the present year, I am willing to vote 
for the ten millions contemplated by the resolution 
of the gentleman from New York. I prefer a loan, 
because it will reveal to the country the actual 
condition of the Treasury, and I prefer that it 
should be authorized by the same men whose 
measures have forced us to this alternative. 
Those who have. contracted the debt, and squar- 
dered the means of carrying on the Government, 
should teke the responsibility of making provi- 
sion for both. Paying a debt is not incurring 
a debt. It may be, and it will be, that the Adm- 
nistration to succeed the one now in power will 
be compelled to provide the means of paying 
the debt already incurred, and of meeting the 
deficit growing out of the shock given to trade 
and commerce by the destructive policy of the 
present partyin power. And I wish now, in ad- 
vance, to call the attention of this House and of 
the country to the fact that any measure of relief 
hereafter to be resorted to by the coming Adminis- 
tration will be the inevitable result of the policy of 
the present Administration. If the country is in 
debt; that debt must be paid; if there isa deficiency 
in the revenue for the present. year, that deficiency 
must be provided for; and if, in applying the 
means for either, the country is pressed, let not 
those be blamed who make the provision, but those 
who forced it upon them. Sir, I make these re- 
marks because it is very apparent, from the tone 
of the debate on the other side, as well as of the 
presses in their support, that thisis to be the basis 
of an organized opposition against General Har- 
rison’s administiation. And now I charge in an- 
licipation, and I call upon gentlemen on the other 
side to note what I say, you have squandered the 
public treasure; you have crippled the resources of 
the country by your war upon commerce and 
credit; you are about to go out of power, after hav- 
ing planged the country in debt, and deprived it of 
the means of meeting its. necessary expenditures; 
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and upon your heads, and yours alone, let the re- 
sponsibility rêst. Andin providing the means, as 
we shall hereafter be compelled to do, to pay for 
your extravagance, and to supply the ‘deficiency 
caused by your warfare upon commerce, let it not 
be said, for in truth it cannot, that we have im- 
posed upon the country a national debt. 

If the interest of the country, in a pecuniary 
point of view, is to be consulted, a loan must be 
preferable to Treasury notes. Treasury notes, with 
four and a half millions now outstanding, and 
bearing an interest of six per cent. are now, I 
Jearn, from one-half to three-fourths percent. be- 
low specie par. These Treasury notes are reissua- 
bie, let it be recollected, until the 31st March, of 
the present year. Authorize the issue of five mil- 
lions mgre, or ten miilions, as contemplated by the 
amendmigat of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Wire,] and as you thus increase their amount, you 
lessen their value. It may be said, these Treasury 
notes are paid out to the public creditor at par, and 
received from the public debior at par. But, sir, 
is it right, with all your professions about a specie 
currency, and all your denunciations of paper, to 
receive the public dues in a medium less valuable 
thao specie, whilst, according to the provisions of 
the Sub-Treasury law, you are compelled to collect 
one-half of the revenue in gold and silver after 
the 4th Jyly next? And is it right to compel the 
public creditor—or leave him no other alternative, 
which is the same thing—~to receive the amount 
due him in a medium less valuable than specie, 
after all the clamor we have heard about the im- 
positions of banks, and the worthlessness of paper 
money? Treasury notes, like all other bills of 
credit, cannot jong maintain their nominal value, 
as has been proven by the history of all Govern. 
ments that have ever resorted to them. In fact, 
they are a sort of revolutionary currency at best, 
never resorted to by Governments except when 
in extremis; and when they have no other mode of 
supplying their coffers, and of sustaining their 
credit. They remind me too strongly of con- 
tinental paper money, and the assignants of 
revolutionary France, lo receive my sanc- 
tion. Owing to their uncertain and fluctu- 
ating character, as to the time and amount 
of their issues, capitalists are afraid to in- 
vest in them; and as a currency, they are en- 
tirely unsuited to the public convenience. And all 
the patchwork of legislation to which you may re- 
sort cannot acquire for them the confidence and 
countenance of the commercial community. But 
resort toa loan, issue your scrip, redeemable on 
time, with a fixed rate of interest, and you create a 
stock in which capitalists will seek to invest their 
money; and this stock, so far from selling at a dis- 
count, will commanda premium. I understand 
that the stock issued by the Government in 1822, 
23, and °24, although redeemable at pleasure, sold 
ata premium of two percent. If issued on time, 
it would be worth more; but at two per cent. the 
Government would save two hundred thousand 
dollars in a lcan of ten millions. If you issue 


; Treasury notes made returnable in one year, you 


are only postpening the evil, which will be aggra- 
vated when the time of presentation arrives. For, 
as I shall attempt to show, the deficit in the Trea- 
sury is not a temporary one, but a permanent one 
which cannot be supplied unless the imports should 
be increased beyond any reasonable calculation, or 
the duties on those imports, or a portion of them, 
should be raised. So that, at the time these Trea- 
sury notes shall return, the Treasury will need all 
its available means in order to meet the necessary 
and current demand: of the Government. 

That there is a deficitall agree. The question 
is, how large is it likely to be during the present 
year? Ihave no doubt thatit will be more than 
ten millions; it certainly will if Congress passes 
the appropriations tbat are absolutely necessary for 
the country. It is true, we can make the expendi- 
tures any amount we please, no matter how small, 
if we are disposed to disband the army, to lay up 
the navy, desert our fortifications, suspend our 
foreign intercourse, &e. In reading the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, I was struck with 
the time-serving and disgraceful proposition he 
has made, for the purpose of preserving a balance 
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in the Treasury at the end of ihe year. He says: 
` “But the preservation ofa suitable balance in the Treasury 
may require more than what will probably be left after satisfy- 
ing other purposes. The raising of any sum for that object in 
1841, could, however, be obviated by authorizing a contract to 
be made, under proper restrictions, extending the period of 
payment fora portion of the temporary Jiabilities falling due 
in that year. Yet, in the opinion of the undersigned, the best 
mode of providing for this cage would be, without either an ex- 
tension of this kind, or a loan, or a further issue of Treasury 
notes, or a change in the tariff; but merely by lessening the ap- 
propriations for the service of 1841 below the estimates, or by 
passing such declaratory clauses as to the present tariff, and 
such acts as to the public lands, as have heretofore been urged 
on the consideration of Congress.” 

Now, here is the Secretary of the Treasury, an 
officer whose especial duty itis to submit an esti- 
mate of all the expenditures necessary for the Qe- 
vernment, proposing, in one sweepisg clause, to 
lessen the appropriations below the estimates, with- 
out specifying any items of expenditure. which he 
would could down, without considering the abso- 
lute wants and sufferings of the country, merely for 
the purpose of making a show of economy, now 
upon his retirement from office, and of withdrawing 
attention from that profligacy and extravagance 
that have bankrupted the Government. And this 
is the same Levi Woodbury under whose adminis- 
tration of the finances $39,000,000 per annum have 
been expended, without a murmur against extrava- 
gance escaping him. No, sir, I hope no such illi- 
beral, narrow-minded policy is to be pursued here. 
As statesmen entrusted with the interests of the 
country, it is our bounden duty to see that its honor 
and character shall be preserved, and all its main 
branches of defence shall be sustained; and if there 
is a deficiency in the revenue, growing ont of a 
long period of misrule, we must resort to other 
means—to the credit of the Government; relying 
upon he future for the return of prosperity, and a 
replen shed Treasury. 

The Secretary of the Treasury estimates the ex- 

pendit, res for the year 1841 as fellows, viz: 
Civil, | iplomatic,and miscellaneous, $3,450,740 13 
Milita" y . k i < 7,725,440 94 
Naval! . . ' . 5,445,339 21 
Bes,d es these, certain permanent ap- 

p ropriations under existing laws 

will become chargeable on. the 

Treasury during the next year, in 

sums as follows: 

For ordinary purposes. 
Military . . ‘ . 864,000 00 
For other purposes. 
Public debt, including interest and 

first instalment for the District of 

Columbia . ‘ - 149,200 00 
Redeeming Treasury notes. . 4,500,000 00 


Amounting, in all, to . + $22,134,720 28 

The receipts for the same yearhe estimates as 
follows: i 
From customs i . » $19,000,000 
From lands . : . «3,500,000 
From miscellaneous . : . 80,000 
Expected balance in the Treasury 

available on Is: January, 1841 . 1,580.855 
Available from banks : 220,000 
Treasury notes yet issuzble under the 

act of 31st March, 1840 . : 342,618 
Amounting, ia all, to À « $24,723,473 


Thus leaving a balance on Ist of Ja- 
nuary, 1842, of ž . . . $824,000 


These estimates of the Secretary have been 
proven to be entirely illusory and deceptive. The 
tables in’ his report have all been got up, worked 
out, and arranged to meeta conclusion to which 
he had resolved to arrive—that the expenditures for 
the present year should fall within the receipts. 
Heads of bureaus have declared to gentlemen on 
this floor that, in making their reports, they were re- 
quired to cut down their estimates of the appropria- 
tions for the public service,so as to make them square 
with the predetermined estimates of the Secretary 
of. the Treasury. It isenough to make one blush 
for the degredation: of his country, when he sees the 
minister of finance so far forgetful of the duties of 
his station, and the great interests of the nation, as 
to frame his report, not to suit the wants and exi- 
gencies of the country, but to save his party from 


the charge of extravagance, and himself from that 
of mismanagement. 7 

I shall not attempt a detailed examination of the 
various itemsof income and expenditure for the 
present year, submitted in the Seeretary’s report; 
for their fallacy and duplicity have been fully and 
ably exposed. The gentlemen from New York, 
Maine, and Tennessee, (Messrs. BARNARD, EVANS, 
and BeLL,) have plac-d this matter in so clear a 
point of view, that no one can misunderstand it who 
isnot wilfally ignorant. . And the feeble attempts 
that have been made to refute their calculations 
have teuded to make the conviction still stronger, 
that they are founded on data which cannot be con- 
troverted. 

As before stated, the Secretary estimates the re- 
ceipts for the present year at $24,380,855, includ- 
ing the Treasury notes issuable under the act of 
March 31, 1840.. Of this he estimates $19,000,000 
from customs. Now, sir, is it reasonable to sup- 
pose that this amount will be received from cus- 
toms during the present year? As to the Secreta- 
ry’s opinion, what is that worth? In his annual 


: report of December, 1839, he estimated the re- 


ceipts from customs for 1840 at $15,000,000, and 
they fell short $2,000,000; and I learn that is nearer 
than he ever arrived at the truth ip any financial 
calculation, Is it reasonable to suppose that the 
income from customs for 1841 will be six millions 
more than 1840? Why should it be? Gentlemen 
say last year was one of great pressure, but that 
trade is now reviving, and that the importations dur- 
ing the present year are likely to be heavy, It is 
true that, since the election of Gen. Harrison, con- 
fidence has revived, and businéss begins to pros- 
per, but yet, in the efforts cf the banks to resume 
specie payments, which is one of the fruits of a 
restoration of confidence, the pressure in the mo- 
ney market must fora time continue. It is only 
gradually tha. business, when once depressed, can 
regain its former prosperous condition. And if the 
Suv. Treasury is executed according to the express 
provisions of the law, as General. Harrison is 
bound to see that it shall be, and one-half of the 
public dues after July are collected in actual spe- 
cie, it will create an additional demand for specie 
at the very time when the banks will be endeavor- 
ing to strengthen themselves, and when they will be 
least able to spare it. And my word for it, if the 
Sab-Treasury is executed according to the letter of 
the law, you will have another revulsion, the banks 
will agin suspend, business will be prostrated, 
confidence destroyed, and the scenes of 1837 be 
enacted over again. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Tuompson] spoke of the large imports- 
tions now on their way here across the Atlantic, 
the duties on which were to fill the Treasury. Why, 
I suppose that is always the case about this season 
of the year. The importing merchants have or- 
deréd out their spring supplies, and although your 
ports may be crowded for a short time, about the 
latter pait of the winter or beginning of spring, 
yet, during the summer months, you may scarcely 
hear of an importation. Bat I think it may be 
safely set Cown that the imporiations next fail will 
he very thin; for it must be recollected that, ac- 
cording to the terms of the compromise act, the 
duties on aii articies are to come down on the Ist 
January next, in the proportion of one-half of 
their excess over twenty percent. Then, is it not 
reasonable to suppose that the merchants will with- 
hold their importations tiil after the Ist January, 
except in such small quantities as will mest a ready 
sale? Mo:t assuredly they will. Otherwise, their 
stock remaining on hand could be undersold by 
those importing after the first of the year. Owing 
to these circumstances, I do not believe that the 
income from customs for 1841 is likely to exce>d 
that of 1840. But, putting it ata medium between 
$19,000,000, as estimated by the Secretary, and 
$13,000,000, the amount received in 1840, and we 
have $16,000.0000, which is a liberal, and, as I be- 
lieve, an over estimate. 

‘Next is the estimate of receipts from public lands, 
which the Secretary puts dowa at $3,500,000. This 
I am willing fo allow, although I understand the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office has given 


a 


$ 


itas his opinion that it will not exceed $2,500,000. : 
Add to this “miscellaneous,” “expected balance- 


available on the Ist January next,”: the sum. “due 
from banks which is likely to be made. available,” 
and ‘additicnal means arising from Treasury notes 
authorized to be issued under the act of March 31, 
1840,” and you have the whole means fer the stp- 
port of Government for the year 1841, amounting 
to $21,723,473. eee 

Let us now look at the probable expenditures— 
not with reference to the very smallest amount with 
which the Government can possibly get on, but 
with reference to the-actual wants and necessities, 
the honor and character, of the country. I see 
from House Document No. 265 of the last session, 
the appropriations for the ‘‘civil, miscellaneous, 


and foreign intercourse for the year 1840” amount-. 


ed to $4,512,545 05; whereas, in the estimates for 
the year 1841, it is put down at $3,450,740 13. 
Why is this? The member from South. Carolina 
(Mr. Raerr] insisted that ¢300,000 would be saved 
in consequence of the shor:ness of -this session 
compared with the last. But then gentlemen 
on the other side insist that we intend to have 
an exira session. The gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Tompson] said he could ree we 
were determined on this. If we do have an 
extra session, it will be a charge on the 
Government, And if gentlemen. know this, 
why not provide the means of meeting it? . I cer- 
tainly know nothing of the:-purposes of General 
Harrison, or of those whose counsel he will seek; 
I have, however, but little doubt an extra. session 
will be inevitable. General Harrison will find the 
Treasury empty, with pressing demands against it 
daily, and nothing to discharge them with. In that 
case, he will be compelled to convene Congress ia 
order to obtain the means of carrying on the Go- 
vernment, In addition to this, the country re- 
quires reform at our hands—a speedy and tho- 


rough reform. Millions of freemen are calling ~ 
| for the repeal of the odious sub-Treasury. A 


prostrate commerce and. ruined currency require 
the remedial hand of the Government. I speak 
only my own opinion. I believe an extra session 
indispensable. And, if it takes place, the expense 
attending it will be more than the difference be- 
tween that of the present session andthe last. F 
discover the Secretary has sent in no estimates for 
the outfits of Ministers abroad, and the jinfits of 
those who are already there. ‘Does he suppose Ge- 
neral Harrison will not change the diplomatic 
corps? Does he suppose the honor and interests of 
the country will any longer be entrusted to those 
who now represent the nation at foreign Courts? 
Or is this a part of his system of retrenchment, 
that it willbe better not to recall Ministers, be- 
cause the appointment of new ones will be attend- 


ed with expense? These extra charges, -falling . | 


upon the civil list of the present year, will-be fully 
equal to any of the last year, not incident to this. 
I have therefore sufficient data for assuming that 
the “civil, miscellaneous, and foreign intercourse” 
fer the present year wiil amount to at least 
$4,500,000. 

Next come the estimates for the military service, 
And these the Secretary puts down at $7,725,440 94. 
Now, the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Evans] has 
so effectually exposed the imposition attempted in 
this estimate, that I am sure there is net one who 
heard him that is not fully satisfied on. the subject. 
I see, from the same document to which I have be- 
fore referred (No. 265) that the appropriations for 
this branth of the service, àt the last session, 
amounted to $8,343,900 83. . And so far from the 


i expenses necessary for the same being less this 


year than they were the last, they must necessarily 
be more. Not one word is said about the Florida 
war. House document No. 70, of the present ses- 
s'on, is a letter from the Secretary of War, con- 
taining an estimate of the appropriations necessa- 
ry for the Florida war during the year, of which, 
it seems; $259,690 10 is due for service already 
performed, as follows: 
For arrearages to militia called into 
service by the Governor of Florida $221,244 02 
For pay of a baitalion “of Georgia 
volunteers for 3 months’ service in 
1840 + = - - 29,446. 08 


$250,690 19 


307. 
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It seems that there are already, in addition to the 
regular army in Florida, two thousand militia, 
1,200 of them mounted men, and proposed to be 
inci eased to'1,500; and, as stated by the Paymas- 
ter’ General, “ihe President, having subsequently 
sanctioned this service, places their claims on a 
footing with those of the militia regularly called 
into the service of the United States.” According ~ 
to the estimates submitted in the same document by 
the Paymaster General, the Commissary General 
of Subsistence, the Surgeon General, and the Ord- 
nance Department, the expenses of paying and 
subsisting this force for ihe year 1841, in addition 
to the arrearages already due, will amount to 
$25385,329 754, the whole of which will fall on 
the year 1841. And, what is remarkable, the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
had this letter in his possession since the 17th De- 
cember, without suffering it to be bronght to public 
view here, 

[Mr. Jones. [beg leave to correct the genile- 
man from North Carolina. The letter was in pos- 
session of the committee, subject to the inspection 
of all its members. There was no attempt on my 
part to conceal it.] 7 - 

Mr. R. Bat, sir, I insistit was your duty to 
have brought it before the notice of the House. In 
the speech which you made at the commencement 
of this debate, in which you attempted to sustain 
the views or the Secretary of the Treasury, in sub- 
mitting your estimates of receipts and expenditures 
for the year 1841, you did not include this item or 
expense for the Florida war. Mr. Chairman, (ad- 
dressing the Chair,) I repeat, it was the duty of the 
honorable chairmen of the Committee of Ways 
and Meansin his character as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, with this knowledge in his possession 
to have submitted estimates of the Florida war, 
when he unfolded his budget for 1841, in the 
speech with which he opened this debate. But he 
is in a letter laid on our desks, from the Secretary 
of War to the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, dated December 17, 1840. Here, 
then, is an additional charge falling upon the year 
1841 of $2,385,329, not even alluded to by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, which added to the esti- 
mates submitted by him, amounts tothe sum of 
$10,110,770 69; and which, added to the appropria- 
lions of last year for the same service, amouats to 
$10 7295230 58. 

But, says the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Rasrr,] the Florida war will probably soon 
be terminated. Probably soon be terminated! 'This 
is thelanguage we have heard for years. It has 
long been the theme of Executive reports and of 
the despatches of commanders-in-chief. Let a few 
miserable squaws be taken, or starving old men sur- 
render themselves, and it is immediately heralded 
throughout the land that the power of the Indians 
has been destroyed; that they are coming in; and 
that the war will soon be at anend. And the next 
account we hear is, that the blood has been flowing 
in torrents, and houses have been wrapt in flames, 
For every brave destroyed, two seem to spring up 
in his place. We have, within the last day or 
two, beard of the capture of sixty or seventy Ir- 
dians; but how often has this been the case hereto- 
foret. Itis impossible to estimate the number of 
Indiansin Florida. Years ago, it was said there 
were only a few hundred; and althorgh we have 
been destroying them all the while, yet the work 
of murder and ravage has continued. As soon as 
the army relaxes its. operations, they became em- 
boldened, leave their inaccessible haunts, and com- 
mence anew their course of pillage and death. 
You may suppose ‘there is not an Indianin Flori. 
da, you may suddenly withdraw your army, and 
the first thing you hear may be, that the Indians 
have reappeared: in all their power. Sir, the. Fle- 
rida war is not at an end, nor is: it soon likely to 
be. Sam Jonesand Tiger-tail yet lead their mer- 
ciless bands through the everglades of that ill-fated 
region; to-day doing “the deed of death,” and te- 
morrow concealed in the impenetrable swamps. 
The bloody Mickasukies yet rove through the fo- 
rests of Florida, leaving death and desolation in 
their track, To legislate with a view to the early 
disbandonment of the army in Florida, is to leave 
your own countrymen exposed to the horrors of sa- 


vages warfare. To do this through a false econo” 
my, is to selt the blood of your citizens for money. 
It is to surrender a portion of your territory to the 


| savage, and to confess, in the face of the world, 


that a predatory band of Seminoles has successful- 
ly resisted all theboasted power of the Government. 
To stop the war at this stage, is to compromise the 
honor of thecountry. You must, you are compell- 
ed to prosecute it ‘toa successful issue. I there- 
fore take it for granted that, in estimating the ap- 
propriations for the military service, you must in- 
clude the $2 385,329 proposed in the leiter from 


“the Secretary of War. 


Tt seems that the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
estimating the reductions for the present year, cuts 
down the expenses of the Indian Department 
$174,000 below the appropriations of last year. J 
know not whether this is on account of there being 
funds in the hands of agents yet unpaid, on ac- 
count of outstanding appropriations, or whether it 
is in pursuance of that system of gradual retrench- 
ment recommended in his report; for it will be seen, 
by reading the revort of the Secretary, that he un- 
dertakes to read Congress a lecture on economy, 
after having exhausted the Treasury by his extra- 
vagance and mismanagement; and, in pointing out 
the causes of, and grounds for, future retrench- 
ment, he says that “fewer Indians remain to be re- 
moved.” Certainly there are fewer lo be removed. 
But are there fewer that ought to be removed this 
year than were removed the las? Judging from the 
rapid settlement of the Western States, and the con- 
sequent pressure around the Indians remaining, | 
should suppose there were more. 
tlemen from- the Western States—from Indiana, 
Ilinois, Michigan, Missouri—and I ask them if 
they ate not anxious to have the Indian title to the 
lands in their States extingnished, and to have 
those Indians removed to the West? Are they rot 
every day becoming more inconvenient to the 
whites, and the whites to them? And yet the Se- 
cretary seems to think this system of Indian rela- 
lions will soon be at an end; and the expense at- 
tending it will be lessened every year. This is a 
most absurd idea. The Indian relations of this 
country will constitute a permanent, s'anding 
charge upon this Government for one hundred 
years to come; and as the population of the country 
increases, and its frontier is extended, the more 
complicated and expensive will our Indian relations 
become. This must be the case, till the vast re- 
gion from the Mississippi to the Pacific is settled 
by the white man, and not an Indian is left re- 
maining. 

The Secretary of the Treasury further says, in 
pursuance of his pretended anxiety for retrench- 
ment, that the pensions are diminished by deaths. 
Not so very much, sir. Some of the old Revolu- 
tionary pensioners die off, to be sure, and I am sor- 
ry for it. I wish they could live forever. They 
serve as a connecting link between the past and the 
present. ‘They would serve to remind ys of our 
departure from the pure and virtuons principles of 
the Revolution. And these old men bold on to fife 
well. The same physical vigor which enabled 
them to perform such deeds of daring in the Reve- 
lation, yet preserves to them health and strengib. 
The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Evans] demon- 
strated that, if they had died off last year at the rate 
of ten per cent. it would not reduce the pension sp- 
propriation more than $200,000, whereas the truth 
is, they did not die in near so large a proportion. 
But, sir, it must be recollected that whilst the pen- 
sion list is annually lessened by death, if is still an- 
nually increasing from additions to the list. Look 
atthe annual reports of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, and you will see that this is the case. Losk 
at the quantity of bills on your table for placing ad- 
ditional names en the pension roll, many and mest 
of which will probably pass as soon as time can be 
obtained to pass upon them. Owing to these facts, 
Thave no doubt but that for the next five years, the 
additions, with the arrearage pay in such cases, will 
be equal fo the diminution from deaths. 

Assuming, then, that the military service will cost 
as much this year as it did last, which was $8,343,- 
900 83, and adding the $2,385,329, stated to be ne- 
cessary by the Secretary of War for the Florida 


| service, and you have an aggregate of $10,729,236 


I appeal to gen- 


for the military service, which will be found indis- 
pensably necessary. x A 

Next come the estimates for the Navy, which 
the Secretary puts dowh at $5,445,399 21. Al- 
though I believé this to be mech too small, yet, for 
the present, I will assume it as a sufficient sum. 
There is one item, however, of $150,000, for the pay 
of navy pensioners, which must be added, for which 
@ bill has already passed this House, and for which 
the S:cretary hassent in noestimate, but which will 
be a charge on the year 1841. But, says the gene 
tileman from South Caro’ina, we do not know that 
the Senate will pass the bill. Perhaps it may not; 
for until that body is purged, which it is scon like- 
ly to be, I believe it capable of any injustice. But 
thatis not the question, The question is, is it 
right to pass it? Shall we legislate here under a 
supposition that one of the branches of the Legisla- 
ture will not do its duty? You might as wellstrike 
out of your estimates any other appropriation for 
the public service (the army for example) because 
we are not certain the Senate will pass it. You 
are in duty bound to pay these navy pensioners, 
You have squandered a fund which was properly 
theirs, and you are bound by every consideration 
of honor to pay them what is strictly theirs, and by 
every principle of gratitude to reward them for 
their services. This $150,000, added to the Secre- 
tary’s estimates, will make the naval service for 
the year amount to $5,595,399. ; 

According to the data I have assumed, and I have 
placed them at the lowest probable amount, the 
items of expenditure for the present year will appear 
as follows, viz: 

Civil, miscellaneous, and foreign in- 


tercourse s ; -$4,500,000 
Military service, including the Flori- 

da war : : . 10,729,230 
Navy pensions . a 3 150,000 
Naval service . . 5,595,399 


Appropriations made for the service 
of the year 1841 by former acts of 
Congress J i : 1,013,200 

Balances of appropriations made in 
1840 and previously, standing over 
on the Ist January, 1841, and 
which will be a charge on the Trea- 
sury.in 1841, after deducting so 
much as may remain not called 
for, and standing over at the close 
of 1841 . . ` . 

Relief of the corporate cities in the 
District of Columbia, per act of the 
26h May, 1836, $139,200, and 
public debt payable at the Treasu- 
ry, per act 31 March, 1817, $10,- 
000 . . g ‘ 140,200 

Required to finish public buildings, 
according to the estimates of the 
arehitect , 

Treasury notes and interest, allow- 
ing for $500,000, which may not 
come in during the year x 4,350,000 


2,000,000 


000. 


Amountisg in the whole to » $28,887,029 
which is the amount necessarily chargeable upon 
the year 1841. 

Fcre, then, with a probable income of $21,723,- 
473, we must meet an almost inevitable expendi- 
tare of $28,887,629. Sir, how can you doit, with- 
out borrowing money? You will be compelled to 
borrow; and, whether you do it by Treasury notes, 
or loan, how are you to repay it, unless you raise 
the duties on imports, or resort to direct taxation? 
And how are you to sustain the heavy expendi- 
tures of coming years, unless you regulate your ta- 
riff to meet the demands upon the Treasury? But, 
exclaims the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Tuomrson ] the cry of the Whigs has been reform, 
and by reform he understands a retrenchment in 
the expenditures. I can also inform tbe gentle- 
man that it means honesty in the expenditures, It 
isnot so much the amount expended, of which we 
have complained, as the manner in which it has 
been expended: paying $450 a day for steamboais, 
$20 a cord fer wood, purchasing splendid furniture 
and silver spoons for mud boats, paying high sala- 
ries to crowds of loungers attached to your custom- 
houses, giving high and expensive jobs and con- 
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tracts to political favorites, &c. It is such corrup- 
tion as this, of which we have so much complained, 
and which we have premised to reform. If the 
money which has.been collected had been spent for 
the interest of the country, in disciplining our army, 
increasing our navy, completing our fortifications, 
erecting harbors, and other convenienees of com- 
merce, &c. why, then, sir, we could not have com- 
piained. But, what is remarkable, whilst this vast 
expenditure of moaey has been going on for the 
last four years, ranging from thirty to forty mil- 
lions annually, all the interests and defences of the 
country have been languishing and: going to ruin. 

Well, now, sir, in legislating to meet the wants 
of the Government, I feel bound to look to the fu- 
ture az well as to the present. By profligacy, mis- 
management, and corruption, all the great defences 
of the country have gone to wreck. ‘Phe present 
rate of duties will not yield a sufficient income to 
put the country in a state of defence, and to repair 
the evils of the last twelve years of misrule. In 
addition to the deficit of about $7,000,000 for the 
present year, there is about $5,580,000, consisting 
of sums and annuities payable to Indians, and 
amounts pledged to be invested in safe, permazent 
stocks for their benefit, the interest on which we 
are now paying. Then, there is the navy pension 
fund, which has been squandered or invested in 
worthless stocks, amounting to $1,200,000, which 
you are bound to make good. Due on trust funds, 
other than Indian, $500,000. Old funded and cer- 
tificate debt, $100,000. Debts of the cities in the 
District of Columbia, assumed by the Government, 
with interest, $1,750,000. To these are to be added 
claims on account of Indian affairs, growing out 
of the Florida war, allowed or to be allowed by 
the Departments, or pending before Congress,.say 

_ $5,000,000; although I learn, from gentlemen bet- 

ter acquainted with the subject than I am, they will 
reach nearer $10,000,000. Other claims now be- 
fore Congress, and which have been accumulating 
for the last two years, for want of time to act on 
them, allowing for those that may be rejected, say 
$2,000,000; and I also learn that these latter will 
probably be double thàt sum. These amount in 
the whole to $16,280,000 of permanent debt fall- 
ing upon the next Administration; and which, 
added to the deficit of seven millions in the reve- 
nue of the present year, shows. an almost certain 
liability of more than $23,000,000 by the Govern- 
ment, over and above the current expenditures. 
„And this, too, with arevenue continually decreas- 
ing by. the gradual operation of the compromise 
act. ; 

„Now, sir, lam fer abiding by the spirit of the 
compromise act: The circumstances under which 
it was passed require that. no violence should be 
done to the feelings of either of the great. interests 
that were parties to it. That act was the voluntary 
offering of patriotism, to save the effusion of hu- 
man blood. It snatched the uplifted sword from 
the hand of the tyrant, who, with tiger ferocity, 
was raving and thirsiing for the blood of freemen. 
It stands as an enduring monument of the patriot- 
ism, the wisdom, and the magnanimity of Ken- 
tucizy’s distinguished son. And I am free to ad- 
mit that, if the public sentiment of either of the 
two preat interests that were parties to that compro- 
mise should, with any thing like unanimity, insist 
upon its.remaining inviolate and untouched, it 
would be unwise to disturb if. It is, however, for 
the majority here, in their wisdom, to examine and 
decide what may be wishes of the country, and the 
feelings of the two great sections in regard to the 
modification of this measure. Buf, in submitting 


this measure to the .test.of public feelmg in the twoe |. 


great interests that were, parties to it, reference 
must be had to the calm and unbiased wishes of the 
popular mind, and not to the wild ravings of party 
madness. No one man here has a right to speak 
for the whole North or the whole South; neither 
has the delegation of any one State a rtght to speak 
for its entire section. Itis for the majority here, 
in their discretion, and upon their responsibility, to 
judge of the public will, upon.a dispassionate sur- 
vey of the whole question. If two parties enter 
into a covenant for the observance of which’ their 
honer and faith may be plighted, neither has the 
right to violate its provisions whilst the other insists 
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upon their enforcement, But ceriainly they are 
not estopped from modifying it by mutual agree- 
ment, And so with the compromise act of 1832. 
If the North or the South, with any thing like una- 
nimity, insist upon its inviolability, I, for one, 
should be opposed to tovching it. But if, by mu- 
tual agreement, they are willing to modify it now, 
where can be ihe objection? j: 

This brings me to the immediate consideration of 
the proposition of the gentlemen from New York 
[Mr. Barnarp] to impose a duty on silks and wines, 
which are now admitted free of duty. I think this 
proposition presenis a medium, on which the mo- 
derate on both sides of the question may meet with 
safety. 
oppose it, because they may hope that, in remodel- 
ling the system after the expiration of the limit 
fixed to the compromise act, they wiil be enabled 
to exempt luxuries from any duty, and collect the 
whole of the daties from articles of necessity, and 
thereby protect the same articles of domestic manu- 
facture. They may suppose that, by our imposing 
duties on luxuries now, they will find it more difi- 
cult to exempt them hereafter. I can assure gen- 
tlemen entertaining these opinions that the South, 
so far as Ë am acqaainted with its feelings, wili 
never quietly submit to this discrimination. We 
are for equal benefits, and fer equal burdens. We 
never will consent that articies of luxury, which 
are consumed by the rich, shall be imported free of 
duty; and articles of necessity, consumed by the 
poor, shall be burdened with all the means of taxa- 
tion, merely for the benefit of the manufacturers. 
That has been the source of all our straggles and 
difficulties heretofofe. It came well nigh once 
plunging this country into all the herrors of civil 
commotion. By all the exciting associations con- 
nected with that gloomy period, I entreat gentle- 
men who yet cherish the favorite idea of discrimi- 
nation and protection to abandon it forever, You 
cannot enforce it without endangering the stability 
of the Union. : ¢ 

Then there are ultra men on the other side, who 
oppose this measure simply because it is an impo- 


sition of duty, without reference to the objects on + 


which it is intended to operate, or without looking 
at the real cause of that long and uniform opposi- 
tion which was waged by the South against the ta- 
riffs. of °24 and ’28. ‘The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Toomeson] seems perfectly horrified at 
this new tariff, as he calls it, and asks if this same 
measure of a duty on imports has not long been 
the great cause of complaint and difficulty between 
the South and the North. F can answer his ques- 
tion, and I tell him, no. The South never com- 
plained of the revenue for the support of the Go- 
vernment being collected from a duty on foreign 
articles. 

Mr. Tuompson begged leave to explain. He 
said he did not mean to intimate that the South was 
opposed to raising a revenue from customs. What 
he said was, that a tax on foreign importations had 
been the great cause of complaint on the part of 
the South. 

Mr. R. A tax on foreign importations! Ex- 
actly, sir. That is thesame thing. I still take is- 
sue with the gentleman. I deny that the South 
has ever complained that the revenne for the sup- 
port of.the Government was raised by a tax on fo- 
reign importations. 

The South well knows, and always has known, 
that itis the only practicable mode of supporting 
the Government, among a people as sensitive as 
ours are on the subject of direct taxation. It is the 
principle of discriminatien, for the protection of 
the manufacturers in a certain section, of which 
the South has always complained: a protection 
which, while it increases the cost of consumption 
to all sections alike, yet diffuses its advantages in 
the vicinity of the manufaciures of the North, with- 
out bringing any correlative blessings to us of the 
South. The South is not only willing to contribute 
its revenue and its wealth, but its blood, if need 


be, in support of the Government and the 
Union. The object contemplated by the propo- 


sition of my friend from New York is the 
very thing that we have always d 
fer. The North has heretofore refused to *grant 
it to us—they would not cencede it in the com- 


I am aware that the ultra tariff men may, 


contended - 
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promise -act—but now, if I understand them 
aright, they are willing to” yield it, and ‘can 
we hesitate to accept it? My eloquent friend 
from South Carolina (Mr. Tuomeson,] who ađ- 
dressed us so ably the other day, has put this mat- 


ter in its proper light. He has proven, irom the 
record, than an equalization of duties, upon ` the 


_ Protected and the unprotected articles, was the 


great object contended for by the distinguished, 
Southern statesmen who mingled in thé political 
conflicts of ’32 and °33. Sir, we are now estopped, 
virtually estopped from objecting to this proposi- 
tion. 1 thank wy friend from South Carolisa for 
the gallant manner ia which he has met this qués- 
tion at the very threshold. It came witha peculiar 
fitness from him. He comes from a region of po- 
litical darkness, though still from an oasis in a de- 
sert wasie. His position is one.cf high moral sub- 
limity. Despite all the efforts ef persecution at 
home, he has stood up for years, almost single 
handed and alone, as the unterrified advocate of 
liberty and truth, With a heroic courage, he has 
refused to quail before power and proscription, 
and, whether at home or on this floor, he has, with 
a giant’s arm, shaken cf his assailants as “the 
lion would shake the dew drops from his mane.” 
He says he is aware that the demagogue cry of ta- 
riff! adf! will be raised for the Sdirbuss of ex- 
citing popular prejudice against him at home. 
That is probable. I am aware that, humble as I 
am, I shall be subjected to the same. charge. But 
my friend [Mr. THomeson] need give himself no 
uneasiness on that account. Calumny and misre- 
presentation are the common lot of all who pursue 
the path of duty, regardiess of consequences. De- 
nunciation by the wicked is the price which hones- 
ty and patriotism always have io pay for the es- 
teem and approbation of the virtuous and the 
good. I repeat it, my friend from South Cardlina 


_deserves the thanks of the country for thé fearless 


manner in which he has met this question. It will 
endure in the records of the country, as a lasting 
memorial of his patriotism, aud will constitute the 
richest legacy he can leave tọ his childrén who 
are to succeed him. The tribUte cf the country’s 
praise is also due to my friend from Georgia’ [Mr. 
Niszer] for his able and eloquent speech on ‘this 
subject. I was equally pleased with the cogency 
of his argument and the pathos of his eloquente. 
With such advocates, the South has nothing’to 
fear; andin such bands the interest of the whole 
country will be safe. IED 

The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Taome- 
son] asked bow it was that the North was now 
willing to impose a tax on luxuries;’ for, Said he, 
this has always been a favorite measure with ‘the 
South, and it never before bas ben ‘able to obtain 
it. Charity compels me to believe it is from a 
principle of patriotism that our Northern brethren 
are now willing to yisld this; bat, whether it be 
from a sense of justice, or from some other motive, 
it matters not to me. So we obtain what wé desire, 
it is a matter of indifference what may be the mo- 
tive of concession. What. would be thought of 


French silks and wines. And yet he sé ; 
ling to sacrifice this. great interest of his constitu- 
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ents, provided he can be allowed to settle the mat- 

' {er in hisown way. He says, take off the duties 
altogether from necessaries, and impose them on 

', luxuries; that for every cent taken off from sugar 
he will vole to puttwo on wines; for every cent off 
from salt, he will impose two on silk, &c. Then, 
in order to raise revenue sufficient for the Govern- 
ment, you must go higher than 20 per cent.; and in 
proportion, according to the gentleman’s reasoning, 
you sacrifice the interests of Mississippi. 

Itis very evident, from the indications here, as 
well as from the movements out of doors, that there 

_ dte two classes of opponents to this measure, ope- 
rated upon by different views. The first class con- 
sists of those who have been trying to mix up the 
tariff question with the conflicts of party; who have 
declared, in anticipation, that the policy of the 
coming Administration would be a resort to a high 
tariff, and who, no doubt, hope to effect a counter 
revolution in the South by getting up an excite- 
ment on this subject. They are astonished that the 
Northern Whigs should ask for nothing more than 
an equalization of duties, and now discover that 
one of their hobbies is about to tumble down be- 
neath them. They no doubt hope that, by a little 
postponement, the ultra tariff men of the North 
may be emboldened to ask for higher protective 
dutiss, and that thus the ends of party may be an- 

“ gwered. To gentlemen actuated by this motive I 
would say, the day of humbugs has passed. Reason 
and truth have regained their dominion. The same 
spirit of conciliation that carried us so successfully 
through the late contest, will still continue to guide 
and direct our course. 

The other class of opponents to this proposition 
consists of the ultra enemies of the tariff system, 
who are uncompromisingly opposed to it in every 
shape and form, and who are conscientiously op- 
posed to it on principle. They look forward to the 
time when the duties on the protected articles are 
to come off entirely, and the whole revenues of the 
Government are to be collected on the unprotected 
articles; and they no doubt suppose that an imposi- 
tion of duty on luxuries now will be presenting an 

_obstacie to the consummation of their favorite de- 
“signs hereafier. If J understood the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Wisz,] he expressed the opi- 
nien that the whole of the duties for the support of 
Government should be collected from articles of 
luxury, and that articles of necessity should come 
in free. Sir, this is ent rely a Utopian scheme, It 
is consistent with neither possibility nor justice. I 
would appeal to Southern gentiemen who are ac- 
tuated by this object, and ask them if it is reason- 
able to suppose that we, who have for years been 
wungble, by remoastrance, and even resistance, to 
obtain a modification of this question to suit us— 
that we, I'say, shall be able- to dictate terms to the 
North? We are the weaker portion; so far as the 
mere exeicise of power is concerned, we are at the 
mercy of the balance of the Union. As a Southern 
man, I approve of the proposition, because I con- 
ceive it to be our interest todoso. It not only 
gives us all we ought to ask, it not only puts both 
sections on an equality, but it gives us as much as 

. we may ever expect by possibility to obtain. Igo 

* for the dutjes on luxuries as an opponent of the 
Protective system. 

> It is true, the duties on the protected artieles, al- 
though no‘higher than on the unprotected, will be- 
nefit our Northern brethren engaged in manufac- 
tures more than it will the South. We pursue 
agriculture because it is more congenial to our 
tastes and conducive. to onr interests; whilst the 
people of the North, for the same reasons, pursue 
manufacturing. And shall we grudge to them the 
small benefit they derive from the duties on those 
foreign articles that come in competition with 
theirs, when we are not injured by it? It is imitat- 
ing the dog in the manger, to deprive them of a 
benefit without profiting ourselves. Besides, even 
if we had the power, which we have not, would it 
be justice to make a discrimination which would 
curtail their profits whilst it would not increase 
ours? The very ground on which we so much 
complained of them in the high tariffs of 1824 and 
1828 was, that they were oppressing Southern jn- 
terests for the benefit of Northern manufactures, 
And it would be worse, if we had it in our power, 


4 
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to oppress Northern manufactures without benefit- 
ing Southern interests. $ 

The gentlemen from Mississippi and South Ca- 
rolina both took the ground that a duty on French 
silks and wines would disturb our commercial re- 
lations with France, and that, as Southern cotton 
was exchanged for those articles, it would to that 
extent operate as a drawback on Southern inte- 
resis. Now, even if this were so, which Iam sure 
itis no!, do gentlemen see where this argument 
would lead them? Sir, it is protection, the very 
protection which we have so long complained of. 
The argument of the Northern manufacturers has 
been this: we haye large amounts invested in ma- 
nufactures; if you equalize the duties, if you re- 
duce them on the protected articles as low as they 
should be on the unprotected, you bring foreign 
manufactures in competition with ours, and thus 
destroy our profits. They have insisted that, 
whilst the Government was exercising the constitu- 
tional power of laying a duty for revenue, it should 
do so with reference to the protection of their inte- 
rests. And now we hear the same argument used 
on this floor by members from the South. What 
is the tenor of the argument used here? It is this: 
we have large capital invested in growing cotton; 
if you equalize the daties, if you raise them on the 
unpro‘ecied articles as high as they are on the pro- 
tected, you disturb our commercial relations with 
those countries for whose productions our cotton is 
exchanged, and thus destroy our profits. This isa 
principle we must not recognise. We are the 
weaker portion, and, if we use the argument now, 
it may hereafter be turned against us to our injury 
aad destruciion, 

But, sir, I deny the position thata duty on silis 
and wines will disturb our relations wiih France, 
I deny that it will operate injuriously to ihe South 
Why should gentlemen harp so much upon France. 
It is not intended to make a discrimination between 
France and other countries. Not one-half the | 
silks and wines imported iuto this country come 
from France, and we propose to subject them all 
to the same restriction. Gentlemen have reasoned 
on the ground that the imposition of 20 per cent. 
upon silks and wines will either bring about pro- 
hibitory duties on American cotton in France, or 
such high countervailing duties as will raise the 
Price of cotton so high in that country that the peo- 
ple will not be able to use cotton fabrics as an 
article of clothing, and that thus a market for 
eighteen millions of dollars worth ef coiton annn- | 
ally would be cut off. This was the argumentof | 
the member from South Caroliaa, (Mr. Ruzrr.] 
Is this argument a sound one? I learn that the 
duty on American cotton in France, at the present 
time, is nearly as high as we propose to raise it 
here on their silks and wines.* Besides, they are 
compelled to take our cotton. they cannot get it 
elsewhere; and the employment to labor, which is 
afforded by the manufacture of cotton fabrics in 
France, is too immerse to be attempted to be de 
stroyed by prohibitory duties, And suppose the 
French Government should lay an additional duty 
of 20 per cent. upen American cotton, as gentle- 
men seem to dread—what of that? It might slightiy 
enhance the price of the article to the French im- 
porter and manufacturer; but then, a very great 
portion of the cotton imported into France is, as I 
learn, manufactured into laces and other fabrics of 
the most costly materials; where the cost of the 
raw material forms but a very small item in the 
value of the fabries when ready for market. An 
additional cost of 20 per cent. upon the price of 
the raw material could scarcely be seen in the price 
of the manufactured article. So that France can- 
not prohibit our cotton without cutting off one of 
the main sources of employment for her labor, and 
throwing loose upon the country thousands of in- 
digent and discontented artisans, ready to pull 
down her Government and institutions. If she 
raises the daty on our cotton in an equal ratio 
with our impost upon her silks and wines, it 
will only increase the cost to the manufacturer 
there, which will hardly be felt by the consumer. 
But the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Tuome- 


_ The duty on American cotton in France is 20 francs per 100 
kilogrammes— which is 93 75 per200 lbs. At an average of 12 


|| Cents per pound, this would be a duty of about 17 per cent, 


son] seems to think that a countervailing duty in 
France of 20 per cent: upon our cotton would have 
the effect of bringing down the price of the article 
in-the same proportion. He made a calculation of 
the amount of exportation from Mississippi, and 
the consequent loss that would befall her. He 
says, if her twenty millions of dollars of exports 
are subject toa duty cf 20 percent. the price of 
them in those countries where they are sent must, 
in a similar ratio, come down, and that thus Mis- 
sissippi would receive 20 per cent. less in return 
than she otherwise would. Jf the gentleman ree. 
sons upon the theory of separating Mississippi 
from the rest of the world, as it will be recollected 
he did in stating his argument, he must, to be con- 
sistent, go still further, and suppose that she trades 
with some country exclusively, thatis also sepa- 
rated from the rest of the world. If Mississippi 
traded with France alone, and France purchased 
cotton from no other country than Mississippi, then 
a duty of 20 per cent. upon the cotton of the latter 
might, to some extent, bring down its price. But 
the gentieman is reasoning upon false premises al- 
together. In arranging our commercial relations, 
the entire Union must be looked to as a unit, and 
our legislation shouid not be with a view to the 
aid of seciional interests, but with a view of diffus- 
ing an average of benefits and of burdens, as near 
as may te, in every section alike. The gentleman 
should recollect that not one fifth of the cotton ex- 
ported is sent to France. England is the great 
cotton market of the world; the price in other 
countries must be regulated by that of Liverpool 
and London, France must pay as much for it 
as it is worth ia England, or she cannot getit. A 
tax upon our cotton will be, to that extent, a tax 
upon her own citizens. But is it reasonable to 
Suppose that France will impose these counter- 
vailing duties upon our cotton, when she al- 
ready imposes a duty of 17 percent. upon it, and 
subjects our tobacco to a Government monopoly 
which is equal, as I learn, to a duty of 1400 per 
cent.? My friend from Virginia [Mr. Wisx] ad- 
mitted that, taking an average for the last ten or 
twelve years, the balance of trade against this 
country, and in favor of France, had been about 
10 per cent. annually. I learn from others who 
are conversant with such subjects, that it has been 
at least 20 per cent. This, according to the laws 
of trade, has to be paid off in specie; and, to that 
extent, it operates as an annual drain upon the 
specie basis of our currency. As some compensa- 
tion for this, we should make this balance of trade 
against us conducive to supplying our coffers with 
revenue. And suppose France should impose prc- 
hibitory or high countervailing duties on our cotton 
—let ber do it; we shall see who will be most in- 
jured, she or we. Does it become the legislators 
of a free people to hesitate to do their duty for fear 
of the spiteful resentment of other countries? I 
feel indignant when I hear the argument used here, 
that we must not supply our coffers with revenue 
in the only practicable mede to which we can re- 
sort, for fear that other countries may take um- 
brage, and attempt retaliation, National pride 
and national honor revolt at the idea of hesitating 
here to see how the exercise of legislative duty will 
be received by other countries. Has France any 
right to expect ber productions to enter our ports 
free, whilst curs are subjected to heavy exactions 
in her ports? Bat it is idle to talk about prohibi- 
tory or high retaliatory duties on Southern staples. 
Nations, in regulating their commercial inter- 
course, are governed by their interests, Why did 
not England prohibit our cotton during the opere- 
tion of the high tariff of 1828? Because the spin- 
dles and the looms of Birmingham and Leeds 
would have stopped still in a moment. Because 
hundreds of thousands of poor laborers are depen- 
denton its manufacture for a support. If Eng- 
land were to prohibit our eotton, she would then 
have chartism with a vengeance. An army of in- 
furiated paupers would soon be on their march to 
London. The same influences operate in France, 
to the extent to which she consumes our cotton. 
Bat the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Ruerr] seems to think that a duty of 20 per cent. 
upon French silks and wines will operate as a pro- 
hibition of the importation of those articles into 
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this country. And, after assuming this position, he 
we went on to show the disastrous consequences to 
the cotton-growing region, resulting from it. Weil, 
this is a very conven ent way of proving 4 propc- 
sition. Let this system of logic once be adopted, 
and it will dispense with all mentai labor for the fu- 
ture. It puts all men upon a level in argument. 
The member has made a discovery much gieater 
than that of Archimides. The latter said, give 
him a fulerum for his lever, and he would lift the 
globe, The member from South Carolina has al- 
ready found a fulerum for his lever, by which he 
turns over the whole world of argument in a mc- 
meut; and that is, to give him his premises, and he 
will prove any proposition, confute any theory. A 
duty of 20 per cent. prevent the importation of silks 
and wines! Why does not a duty of 40 per cent. 
prevent the importation of broadcloths? And the 
case is much stronger than this in favor of the non- 
prohibition of American cotton in France; tor, 
whilst we manufacture broadcioths in this country, 
and could obtain them at home, (although of not 
so good a quality, and that is the cause of their im- 
portation,) yet in France they raise no cotton, and 
cannot gèt it elsewhere than from us. Why does 
not the enormous duty exacted upon our tobacco in 
France, Germany, and Holland, prevent its impor- 
tation there? Because the wealthy will enjoy the 
luxuries of life, and the greater the difficulty of pro- 
curing them, the greater luxuries they become. 
My friend from South Carolina (Mr. Tuomrson] 
proved conclusively that a moderate increase of 
price on luxuries never lessens their consumpiion. 
‘Would any man who wears broadelcth cease to do 
so if it were to cost 20 per cent. more than at pre- 
seni? Would any lady who wears silk cease to do 
30 if it were to advance 20 per cent. in value? 
Would any one who now indulges himself with 
costly wines drink less if they were to cost 20 per 
cent, more? Jt appears to me that no one who is at 
all acquainted with the human character, and the 
habits and the customs of our people, can for a 
moment believe that a duty of 20 per cent. cn 
luxuries will lessen their consumption. And if 
perchance it should do it, to the extent of 20 per 
cent. even, it will then serve to restore the balance 
of trade between this country and France, and thus 
prevent the annual exportation of our specie to 
supply that balance. So it must be of some ad- 
vantage in either point of view. 

The gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wisg] who 
addressed us so ably and eloquently oa this subject, 
argued at great length to prove that the Compro- 
mise Act of 1832 was a settlement of the question, 
having all the binding obligation of a solemn com- 
pact; obligatory, in respect to faith and honor, not 
only until, but after, July, 1842, And yet, a few 
moments afterwards, he admitted that it might be 
revised, when it was necessary to raise revenue for 
an economical administration of the Government. 
This is my view exactly. We both agree. that 
there is a deficit of revenue of at least ten millions, 
and yet he refuses to apply his principles to the 
emergency when it has arisen. He remarked, that 


the admitting the unprotected articles free of duty ~ 


was one of the advantages secured to the protective 
system in the Compromise Act. I know that; and 
if he is so much opposed to the protective policy, 
why does he now attempt to deprive its friends of 
this advantage, by equalizing the duties, and thus 
prevent the imposition of higer duties on the pro- 
tected articles. He admitted we were the weaker 
party, and warned us to stand on the defensive. 
Would it not be better for us to anticipate the ene- 
my, and put it beyond his power to injure us? The 
gentleman from Virginia admitted that this Com- 
promise Act can be. revived without a breach of 
faith, whever there is a necessity to raise revenue 
for an economical administration of the Guvern- 
ment. The gentleman also admitted that there 
was now a deficit of ten. millions. Toen | call 
upon him, as a Southern man, as an anti-protec- 
tive man, to unite with me in-preventing the impo- 
sitions of further duties on the protected articles, 


and let us equalize the daties by imposing them on | 


luxuries. Bat the gentleman insisted that, by 
moving in this business now, we.afford a pretext to 
the tarif men to raise the duties to 20 per cent. on 
that class of protected articles now paying less than 


thatrate. Sir, when thatis necessary for revenue, 
I for one am willing to doit. f am for equaliza- 
tion of duties. That isthe platform on which the 
South should stand. We are the weaker party; 
and if we insist cn discrimination now, we are pré- 
paring a “chalice” which we may hereafter have 
“eommended io our own lips.” : 

The gentleman from Virginia labored to prove 
that the present was only a temporary and nota 
permanent deficiency; and that as soon as confi- 
dence is restored, and trade revives, the revenue 
under the Compromise Act will be sufficient to 
meet the expenditures of the Government. I dif- 
fer with him entirely. [have attempted to show 
that there is a debt of more than twenty millions 
that will fall upon the next four years, and this 
must be paid in addition to the current expendi- 
tures. But I believe that, if we were entirely out 
of debt, in the present ruinous and defenceless con- 
dition of the country, the revenue would net be 
sufficient to meet the-necessary expenditures, Sir, 
the public money has been squandered, wastefuliy 
squandered, upon favorite partisans, and by faith- 
less agents. We must not only provide fur the 
present, but for the neglect and misrule of the past, 
and the exigencies of the future. Why, what is 
our present condition? Our army brought into dis- 
repute—our navy going to wreck—our fortifica- 
tions deserted—without barracks, without foun- 
dries, without harbors, without every thing, in fact, 
which is calculated to prove our pride in peace, 
and our defence in war. 

I shall not shrink from a discharge of duty for 
fear of the demagogue cry that I am in favorcf a 
splendid and expensive Government. Those who 
knows me, know that lam no friend to consolida- 
tion, or to an unnecessary strengthening of the pow- 
ers of the General Government. I believe a great 
crisis is approaching in the history of the world, 
and that it behooves the United States of America 
to put herself in a situation to protect our flag and 
our commerce abroad, and our free institutions at 
home. Although 1 am opposed to standing armies 
in time of peace, in the spirit and for the purpose 
for which they are kept up in the monarcbies of 
Europe, yet Ido believe that our army should be 


put in such astate of discipline as to form a nu-: 


cleus atound which the military feeling of the na- 
lion may rally whenever our yeomanry shall 
have to leave their firesides and their homes, in 
order to defend them froma foreign foe. The ci- 
vilized world is on the eve of agreat convulsion, 
Throughbcut tte S:ates of Europe, liberal princi-- 
ples, ready{tə burst forth into action, are suppress- 
ed by the sword and bayonet; national differences 
are widening every day; the wisdom and forbear- 
ance. of statesman can scarcely repress the fervor 
of excitement; and after a peace of twenty-five 
years, three millions of armed men stand ready to 
shed each other’s blood. When the collision does 
take place, it will be tothe political world what 
the shock of the earthquake is to the natural; and 
thrones and dominions, principalities, and powers, 
will be shaken to their base. Can we, intimately 
connected, as we are getting to be in our commer- 
cial relatious, with the great powers of Europe— 
can we expect tu steer clear of difficulty? And if 
we maintain an armed neutrality, as we ought, and 
no doubt should attempt to do, ought we not to 
prepare ourselves for such a position? 

Gentlemen may say this is all conjecture. Ifso, 
let us look. at something a little more tangible. 
Every one must admit that our present relations 
with England augur any thing else than peace and 
harmony. Tue bayonet of the Briton is gleaming 
on our Northeastern border, and a portion of the 
American soil isnow trodden, forcibly trodden, by 
foreign feet. Sir, thisis no Northern question— 
no sectional question—but a great national question, 
involving national honor and national rights. And 
if force does become necessary to vindicate the 
national character, we of the South, as well as the 
North, will not only pour out our revenue, but we 
will pour out our blood. England has also taken 
possession of the mouth of Columbia river, the 
great outlet through which the commerce of poste- 
rkty will go freighted to the bosom of the Pacific, 
and ina territory which we claim as indisputably: 
ours, Wecannot much louger submit to these ag 


hase 


gtessions; and when we do act, we should bein & 
position to sustain ourselves with honor., Let it 
not be said I am endeavoring to get up a war-ex- 
citement against England. I shall be the last one 
to insist upon war, whilst the country is in is pre- 
sent defenceless condition. Mr. Chairman, with 
allmy admiration for the greatness and glory of 
England, yet I icok with fearful apprehension up- 
oa the dangers of a. collision with that gigantic 
power. Wih an ambition more grasping than tbat 
of Rome in her palmiest days, sbe is extending ker 
Briarean arms inio every region of this mighty 
globe. Her fiag is is floating in every breeze, her 
ships are covering every sea. Universal dominion 
seems tobe her object and her aim. Suppose we 
shouid be precipitated into a war with England— 
what would be our condition? Oar army reduced 
to a handful, and they in the swamps of Florida, 
held at bay by the savage. Our navy con isting 
of but a few frigates, and still fewer ships, and they 
unfit for service. Our fortificasions unmanned and 
decaying for want of repairs. Without barracks, 
without ordnance, without munitions of war; and, 
what is still worse thanall these, wiih an empty 
Treasury, and no means ef supplying it. With 
twenty thousand veterans on our Northern border, 
England would invade our territory and lay our 
frontiers in ruins, With a fleet of steam-ships, 
sbe would ravage our coas!s, and lay our cities 
in ashes. By throwinga few regiments of ‘her 
manumitted West India s'ave troops upon our 
Southern coast, she would excite a domestic insur- 
rection there. Her machinations would soon 
reach the sixty thousand Indian warriors that 
are congregated on our Western border, whose 
yell would resound from the Mississippi to the 
‘Alleghanies. This Indian population is already 
restless and discontented. With a lingering 
eye they look back upon the deserted graves 
of their fathers, and, with feelings exasperated 
and almost goaded into madness by ‘the in- 
fliction of their accumulated wrongs, they are pre- 
pared fora sudden outbreak, whenever there is the 
least prospect of success. Thus hemmed in on all 
sides—on the North, on the West, on the Eastern 
and Southern coasts—what would be our situation? 
Gentlemen may say these dangers are ail imagina- 
ry, and that we should triumph over all these diffi- 
culties. I know it, sir; I know it. American pa- 
triotism and American prowess would save us in 
the end, and expel the invader from our soil, But 
how much suffering would it cost us? how much 
blood would it shed?) How many a widowed heart 
would it wring with anguish? how many an orphan 
would it leave parentiess in the world? In the 
mean time, what would become of our commerce, 
which is extending itself into. every part of the 
world?) Exposed to the power and rapacily of our 
enemies, our little navy would be shattered to pieces, 
and our commerce driven from the ocean. 

I said I was opposed to Jarge standing armies in 
time of peace. Noiso with a navy. There. are 
associations connected with our gallant navy which 
should endear it to the heart of every American 
patriot. lis herois exploits during the iast war 
taught England what she had to fear from Ameri- 
can valor, even on her own favorite element. And, 
owing to the rélative position of our country to ihe 
European Powers, if we ever have a proiracted 
war with any of them, it must be a maritime war 
mainly, What proteciivn could our small navy 
afford to our commerce against. the numbers. and 
the strength of theirs? Look to England, France, 
Russia—-even Turkey and Egypt; they are increas- 
ing their naval power.dally. . The Mediterranean 
is literally shingled over with the fleets of the Euro- 
pean Powers. The. East and West Indiaa Archi- 
pelagoes are covered with English sbips, and the 
commercial system of China and the East in dan- 
ger of being entirely revolutionized, or put on a 
new footing. . France is sending her bostile naval 
armaments almost to our own doors. One day we 
see her ‘batieriag down the castle of St. Juan de 
Ulua, in Mexico, and the next blockading the port 
of Buenos Ayres; and all this, too, whilst, accorde 
ing to the official organ, as quoted by my friend 


“wom Kentucky, (Mr. Davis,] there is not a port 


beyond our own shores where American commerce 
can float in safety. England and France and Ruse 
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- dens necessary to supply a deficiency; and, as we 
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‘sia are building steam ships daily; not one or. two, 
by stinted appropriations, as we are, but whole | 


“fleets of them. 


Mr. Gainnes. Yes, building them in this coun- 


° Mr. R. Yes, sir, building them in onr own coun- ` 
‘try—here, in our own ship yards—to be sent back, 
perhaps, at some future time, for the purpose of 
battering down our cities, and destroying our com- 
merce: >` i 

. With these facts before me, I deem it the part of 
prudence to -prepare for danger before it arrives. 
Let us. organize our army, increase it sufficiently to 
man our fortifications, and provide military posts 
for our frontier defence. Let us erect barracks for 
our soldiers, and establish foundries for the manu- 
facture of munitions of war. Above all, let us in- 
‘crease our navy for the protection of our commerce, 
and send the American flag to float in triumph in 
every part of the world. Let us build steam ships 
for the protection of our harbors and depots, and 
for the defence of our coasts. More especially 
ought we to do this, since it is beginning to be ad- 
mitted that the application of steam to vessels of 
war is likely to change the whole system of naval 
warfare; and that vessels of this description are, 
above all others, calculated for coast defence. In 
order to do this, we must have money; the only 
practicable way of obtaining money is from a duty 
on imports; and, in laying this duly, reference 
should be had to the great leading interests of the 
country; the benefits should be diffused, and the 
burdens equalized. This can be done only by an 
equalization of duties; and that is what is contem- 
plated by the proposition of my friend from New 

ork, 


And, Mr, Chairman, in organizing our revenue 
system, I take the distinct ground now that I am in 
favor of raising sufficient revenue from customs 
for the support of the Government, exclusive of 
thatarising from the sales of the public lands. 
That L amin favor of distributing among the States. 
I shall not go into a discussion of this question 
now; when the subject fairly comes up, I will give 
my Views upon it. Suffice it to say that, whilst I 
am providing for our national defence, I am also in 
favor of providing for the moral and intellectual 
improvement of our people, and extending to them 
the means of prosperity and comfort, as far as is 
consistent with the limits of the Constimtion. As 
to. thé lands ceded, you are bound by the deeds of 
cession to dispose of them “for the common use 
and benefit of all the States; and as to those ac- 
quired by purchase, yon may, in your discretion, 
“dispose” of them as you may think most condu- 
cive to the public good. Let us, then, dispose of 
them by distributing them among the States, to be 
applied by them either to education, internal im- 
provement, the payment of their debis, or any other 
purpose they may’prefer. Thus, whilst providing 
‘for our. national defence, we shall be extending the 
blessings and conveniences of domestic prosperity 
and happiness. 


I was surprised at the zeal with which my friend 
from Virginia (Mr. Wisk] opposed this proposi- 
tion of a distribution of the proceeds of the public - 
lands. I had always supposed that this was a car- 
dinal principle of the Whig creed; and, whilst I do 
not presume to arraign that gentleman for his opi- 
nion, yet I do not recognise in him the right to ar- 
raign me for mine. When he says no State rights 
man can go for this system, I pat in “a plea to the 
jurisdiction.” Upon the question of State rights, 
humble as my course has been, I am ready to com- 
pare it with his, without any fear of suffering by 
the comparison. He attempted to east ridicule 
upon the proposition of distribution, by calling it a 
proposition to “distribute a deficiency.” Why, ne 
one ever thought of distributing a revenue from 
this source before ithad accrued—for such a thing 
would be an absurdity—although they might wish 
to make provision for its distribution after collec- 
tion. ` Bat there is not so great an absurdity in 
‘distributing a deficiency; after all, if he will have 
itso. . It can only be done ‘by distributing the bur- 


can do that only by a duty on imports, we propose 
to distribute the burdens by an equalizatlon of du- 


ties, which will operate equally on all- sections of 
the Union. f i 

The gentleman from Virginia, in the course of 
his remarks, did me the honor to referto meas a 
nullifier, who stood ready to oppose the march of 
an invading army to South Carolina, in the dark 
period of 1832. He appealed to my State rights 
principles, and warned me against what he is pleased 
‘to call a revival of the tariff, lest the same stirring 
scenes may again return. Yes, sir, I was a nalli- 
fier then; and, no matter what may have been the 
motives of those who were most prominent in that 
contest, for myself, I must say, I was actuated by 
the youthful impulse of patriotic feeling. And 
when he referred to that dark period when the cloud 
of civil commotion was seen in the distant horizon, 
he touched a cord in my bosom which vibrated 
throughout my frame. Itrevived some of the most 
stirring associations, which have not been destroyed 
by the lapse of years. And I know not whether I 
was most excited at the thrilling picture which he 
drew of our determination to maintain our rights 
at the hazard of our blood, or mortified when, a 
moment after, I reflected upon the present time- 
serving policy of those men on whom all the en- 
thusiastic admiration of my youthful heart was 
once lavished. Yes, I was then in favor of State 
interposition—not from any factious opposition to 
the execution of the laws—not from any wish to 
dismember this glorious and happy Union—not 
that I cared for the fine-spun theories and sophisti- 
cal arguments with which this question was mysti- 
fied and enveioped—but because South Carolina 
was struggling against the same system, which I 
believed to be founded in unconstitutional oppres- 
sion. The most aggravating circumstance of that 
event was not the attempt of the General Govern- 
ment to execute its laws, but the cold and heartless 
scorn which prevailed in a certain seclion-—the 
careless indifference with which it was threatened 
to force freemen into submission at the point 
of the bayonet; and that, too, when a 
tyrant, raving and thirsting for blood, urged 
on by the demon of revenge that was gnaw- 
ing at bis heart, with as insatiable an appetite as 
that of the vulture that preyed upon the liver of the 
fabled Prometheus—when this tyrant, I say, was 
profanely swearing “by the Eternal” that he would 
hang on a gallows as high as Haman’s men whom 
I then believed to be actuated by the purest’ im- 
pulses of patriotism. Gentlemen may say this 
was a youthful indiscretion; still it was the honest 
conviction of my heart. And I yet believe that 
there must be a conservative principle in the States 
of this Union to arrest the progress of Federal 
usurpation, when the dangers of: resistance become 
preferable to further submission. In other words, 
I believe that the action of a Siate, in her highest 
sovereign capacity, establishes a relation between 
such State and the Federal Government, that for- 
bids the idea of force by the latter until conciliation 
and compromise have been tried in vain; and that, 
when collision does take place, such action on the 
part of a State prevents the relation between that 
State and the General Government, of rebel on the 
one hand and sovereign on the other. It might be 
a cause of war; but the idea of the General Go- 
vernment punishing as rebels men shielded by State 
authority is consclidation. It is making State 
rights—about which we hear so much—nothing 
more than those revolutionary rights which are 
possessed by serfs of Russia or the slaves of Mus- 
cat. This, sir, in a few words, is my idea of State 
interposition, Call it nullification, revolution, or 
what you will, still I believe it to be the great ba- 
lance-wheel of our system—the great conservative 
principle that is to preserve the federative feature 
of our Government, and to save it from consolida- 
tion. 

Sir, I do not wish to be understood on this sub- 
ject. Ido not insist that nullification is a remedy. 
under the Constitution, necessarily peacefal in its 
operation. Ihave no idea that a collision between 
a Sate and ihe General Government was ever con- 
templated by. the framers of the Constitution, or 
provided for in that instrument: But I insist tha! 
when such collision does take place, owing to the 
peculiar character of our institutions, owing to the 
fact that the Constitution is a compact between 
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sovereign tates, it establishes the relation between 
the contending parties of belligerent sovereigns, 
who are to be governed and restricted by the laws 
of nations. Neither do [I believe that the General 
Government, is rendered powerless for action, 


-whenever a State declares that an act of Congress 


shall be inoperative within. its limits. Whenever 
that contingency happens, it becomes a matter of 
consideration with the General Governmeni, whe- 
ther it will yield its construction of the law to that 
of the State—whether it, will pause temporarily, 
for the sake of conciliation, as I believe it should 
—or whether it will immediately enforce its own 
construction by physical force, I can hardly con- 
ceive a case of State resistance to national laws, 
where physical force would not necessarily follow; 
and, my word for it, no State will ever nullify a 
law of Congress until it has prepared itself to fight. 
Bat here is the great value and advantage of State 
interposition: when force is used by the General 
Government, and open war follows, as it neces- 
sarily must, the citizens of a State, acting under 
State authority, when taken with arms in their 
hands, cannot be hung as traitors against the na- 
tion, but must, from the nature and genius of our 
institutions,. be treated as prisoners of war. It 
never can be, that men, acting in obedience to State 
authority, are to be placed on the same footing 
with a lawless band of individuals assembled to- 
gether for the purpose of arresting the execution of 
the laws, without having any political organiza- 
tion orlegal sanction whalever. f 

I am aware there is still a lingering prejudice in 
a certain quarter against all who have ever favor- 
ed this principle of State interposition, I can as- 
sure my Whig friends here, that itis, in a great 
measure, to the energy, the daring, and patriotic 
enthusiasm of the advocates of State Rights, that 
our victory in the Southern States is to be attri- 
buted in the late contest. The error of our North- 
ern friends consists in this: they identify State 
Rights with South Carolina, and the course and 
conduct of Sonth Carolina politicians. There 
never was a greater mistake. No one can feel 
more indignant than we do, at witnessing the de- 
spotie and high toned Federal measures to which a 
profession of State Rights is made subservient in 
that quarter. lt would beas unjust to condemn 
the Christian religion for all the cruelties and. per- 
secutions committed in ils name during the dark 
ages, as to condemn State Rights for all the politi- 
cal heresies and federal oppressions that are now 
practised in their name. 

But I am told by gentlemen on the other side 
that the principles I advocate are in opposition to 
State Rights. It has become very fashionable with 
that party of Jate to talk of State Rights. Men who 
have been the uniform supporters of the most Fe- 
deral Administration that ever existed in this coun- 
try, now, when they are driven from power, begin 
to prate about State Rights and the Constitution. 
The gentlemen from Mississippi, [Mr. Toompson,] 
from Alabama, [Mr. Huzparp,] and from New 
York, [Mr. VanpERport,] delivered to us homilies 
upon economy, and the duty of keeping within the 
limits of the Constitution. Why, what do those 
genilemen know about State Rights and. constitu- 
tional restrictions? Have they not been the con- 
sistent. supporters. of an Administration that is 
steeped, doubly steeped, in the darkest dye of Fe- 
deralism? Have they forgotten their course on 
the New Jersey question? Have they forgotten 
the course of their colaborers in the Senate, in ar- 
raigning the States of this Union for daring to go 
in debt?) When I think of these things, and then 
hear these gentlemen talking of State Rights, I am 
reminded of Robespierre haranguing the Jacobin 
club on the blessings of freedom, whilst the heads 
of innocent victims were borne on pikes through 
the streets of Paris. I cannot afford to learn State 
Rights in sucha schoo). 

Mr. Chairman, I must confess that | was not on- 
ly surprised but pained at the general tenor of the 
speech of my friend from Virginia. In the outset 
of his remarks, he alluded to certain misrepresen- 
tations and suspicions which, he said, had been in- 
dulged in towards him. Asto me, he knows, or 
he ought to know, that I am the last one in. the 
world to do him injustice. Heis “grappled to my 
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heart with a hook of steel,” too strong to be broken 
by any political developments here. I have huug 
upon his eloquence with too much rapture, I have 
gazed upon his brilliant and gallant career with too 
intense an admiration, to indulge the least censure 
against his course. For me to attempt to admo- 
nish him, or to criticise his conduet, would be like 
-a raw recruit attempting to lecture an. experienced 
general upon the art of war. Suspect him! No, 
sir, No one suspects him; no one can. No one 
has a right to suspect him. His services have been 
toc great, his devotion to the best interests of his 
country has been too well proven, to allow any one 
to suspect for a moment the purity of his motives, 
although we may feel grieved that a sincere con- 
viction of duty may lead him wo differ with his 
friends. And, sir, I must say, my feelings compel 
me to say, that his speech fell ominously upon my 
ear. And ought the gentleman to complain that 
his views have been the subject of conversation 
and conjecture? It is the highest compliment that 
could be paid him. We know the strengia of his 
giant arm too well not to feel annoyed even at the 
possibility of losing his aid in carrying out the great 
system of reform which we have promised to the 
country. We know that he was one cf the first 
who dared to “beard the Douglass in his hall, 
and the lion in his den.” We know that he 
risked not only his political but his persenal 
safety, in dragging from their hiding places the foul 
. agents of corruption, and exposing their enormi- 
“ties to the light of day. And will he not allow us 
to express our regret, our sorrow, at the prespect 
of a difference of opinion between him and us? It 
appeared to me that he travelled out of his .way 
to attack most of the great principles under which 
we have marched to victory, and to which we stand 
pledged to the people to conform our action. Whilst 
bearing testimony to the utility and necessity of a 
Nationa! Bank, yet he says he is opposed to moot- 
ing the subject until confidence is restored, Sir, 
have we not advocated such an institution as the 
great agent for restoring confidence? Would he 
leave in operation,and unrepealed, the Sub-Treasury, 
which has so long been the theme of his withering 
denunciation? Or-would he resort temporarily to 
-the State bank system, which he has equally con- 
demned? Is he for waiting until there is no com- 
merce to foster, no revenue to preserve? 

He protested in advance against an extra session, 
aud yet says he is for consultation and compro- 
mise. Why, then, not wait until General Harri- 
son has had an opportunity ef consulting his 

. friends on such a step? Why furnish, in advance, 
our enemies with an argument against us, in case 
an extra session shall be found to be indispensa- 

. ple? He says sucha meastre would be unwise in 
the present excited state of political feeling, and 
tells us to go home and consult our constituents, 
Is there a member here who does not know the 
feelings and wishes of his constituents? My friend 


certainly does not mean to insinuate that the great | 


political excitement through which we have just 
passed was the mere effervescence of popular fee!- 
ing, and not theresult of calm and dispassionate 
conviction. If so, he has himself been deceived, 
for he marched in the front of the battle. Has not 
reform-—a thorough and speedy reform—-been our 
watch-word? Has it not floated on our banners?— 
has it not been constantly on our lips?—hbas it not 
nerved and animated our hearts? The glory of our 
triumph has been, that it was the result of an im- 
pulse that came bounding from the hearts of a 
wronged and indignant people. We have labored 
under the same grievances, and been animated . by 
the same enthusiasm, ~ from the Aroostook to the 
Sabine, and from the ocean to the mountains. And 
never was there a representative body so well cai- 
culated to reflect the views, and carry out the wishes 
of their constituents, as the Congress that is to suc- 
ceed us.. And, after having conquered-in a great 
battle; shall we stop short, like Hannibal at the 
gatés ‘of Rome, without possessing ‘ourselves of the 
citadel? No, sir; no, sir. Let us press forward. 
Let us carry out the system of reform which we 
-have promised to the peeple—a reform not only of 
men, but of measures. And now is the time,when 
‘the-popular impulse is up, before the enemy has 


time to:recover from his defeat; and the sooner we. 
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act, the more speedy will be the relief to the coun” | 
try. For if, after all the promises we have made, 


andali the high hopes and expectations we have 
excited, we now stop short, and leave to time to ef- 
fect whatcan only be done by prompt and decisive 
action—if we leave the currency of the country 
still to suffer, the commerce to languish, the pubie 
money unprotected, the Treasury bankrupt, the 
places of trust and honor inthe hands of political 


gamblers, we shall soon find that our triumph will | 


be as short-lived as it will be barren in its fruits, 
and that, after all, we shall have but 


a 


A barren sceptre in our gripe,” 
Soon “to be wrenched with an uclineal hand, 
No” friend “of ours succeeding.” 


The gentleman from Virginia said he was op- 
posed to proscription for opinion’s sake. And who 
is not? Yet why indulge the supposition, the pro- 
bability, or even possibility, of General Harrison 
removing any one trom office for this cause alone? 
J, too, am opposed to such a course; yet I believe 
that, if “honesty, capability, and faithiulness to 
the Constitution,” are to constitute the criterion 
for office, the official corps will be thoroughly re- 
organized; and, if the opinions of my friend are 
not changed, he must entertain the same views. 
I know he would not retain in his office that band of 
plunderers and defaulters whose peculations he has 
himself so ably exposed; and, if I do not mistake 
his opinions, he believes a system of investigation 
would expose the same corruption is every branch 
of the public service. 


My friend from Virginia, in the course of his re- 
marks, made an allusion to my Siate, in reply to a 
playful remark of my friend and colleague, [Mr. 
Sranty,] which I thought a littie uvkied, knowing, 
as he said, our sensifiveness on the subject. He 
remarked that North Carolina bad so long follow- 
ed Virginia that she now felt like an apprentice 
just set free. Sir, North Carolina needs no defender 
here; and if she did, she would be unfortunate in 
having no abler advocate than myself. She disre- 
gards the reproaches and the vauntings of her 
Northern and her Southern neighbors. She stands 
not still—whilst the rest of the Union is marching 
on in the career of prosperity and improvement— 
to deal with the vague abstractions of the one, nor 
does she run mad after all ihe wild vagaries of the 
other. But there she rests, calm and quiet as the 
surface of her eastern bays, yet firm and unshaken 
as her western hills. It is sufficient compliment to 
her to say that whilst on the north and south of her 
the spirit of reform. has been unable to contend 
with the demon of faction, yet, on entering her 
borders, the flag of freedom floats in triumph from 
her Atlantie beach to the. mountain tops. She re- 
poses not.on the fame of her ancestors; she boasts 
not of their former. renown. And if she has not 
as many bright names to adorn her history as those 
who sevile her, she is saved the disgrace of vio- 
lating their dying precepts, and of dishonoring their 
shades. Let it be recollected that Athens was once 
the proudest and noblest State of Greece. All 
the other members of that confederacy were proud 
to do her honor. Yet, in process of lime, she was 
the first to surrender her freedom to the golden 
bribes of Philip; whilst the Thebans, who had once 
been the objects of her reproach, perished nobly oa 
the fieldof Cheeronea with the expiring liberties of 
Greece. My friend from Virginia may take the 
allusion and apply it at his leisure. 

I will not suffer myself to indulge in any appre- 
hensions or misgivings as to the policy of General 
Harrison’s administration. 
of a great popular movement. 
not, he dare not, attempt to check the progress of 
that great political revolution through which we 
have just passed. Let him but throw himself in 
the current of that popular impulse which has 
swept like a deluge over the land, and which now, 
when the storm is passed, will flow on in one 
smooth and placid stream, until it is lost in the 
great ecean of national prosperity and national 
glory. Lethim but do this, and the history of the 
period through which we have just come will serve 
as a Jesson to tyrants in all future time, that they 
are not to treat with scorn the sufferings of a free 
and noble people. 


He is the mere agent | 
He cannot, he will, 
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OF GEORGIA, 

In the House of Representatives, in Committee of 
the Whole on the Civil and Diplomatic bill, in 
reply to Messrs. Coorer and BLACK. >. : 
Mr. Cuainman: Upon the motion to strike-ou 

the appropriation:for the branch mint.atDablonega, 

I have nothing ty add to the views presented- by 

my colleague yesteyday. I approve of those views, 

and shall vote agaigst striking out. I rise now for 
a.different purpose.} I rise, sir, to reply to certain 
gentlemen who haye taken upon themselves: to 
condemn the course'l felt jt my duty to pursue in 
relation to tae revenue. I had the honor, some 
days ago, to address ‘the c@mmittee in favor. of ad- 
ditional duties upon imports. My colleague [Mr. 
Brack] has represented as favoring a tariff for 
protection. To him Ijngnd to reply. Yshall also 
take the liberty of advertiug to the speech of ano- 
ther colleague, (Mr. Coopsr,] in answer to. the 
gentieman from Ohio, [Mr. Gipping@s,] upon.a.sub- 
ject of delicate interest 10 my consutuents,. My 
friend (Mr. Atrorp] thinks that duties. upon silks 
and wines and other luxuries will open the way for 

a protective tariff; and he seems to believe that it 

is the policy of leading Whig gentlemen to entrap 

their Southern auxiliaries into the support ‘of ‘a 

tariff policy.. In all this, sir, he is wholly mistaken. 

[Mr. Aurorp explained.}| Iam truly rejoiced. to 

find, Mr. Chairman, that between that gentleman 

and myself there is no material difference of opi- 
nion, He is for increased duties, but does not be- 
lieve this is the proper time to impose them. 

Upon that question, therefore, our difference. is 

as to time only. He is opposed toa tariff for pro- 

tection. So am l. He is for maintaining the 
compromiss. So am I. I never doubted my 
friend’s fidelity to the Whig cause. . Never fora 
moment doubted it. Iknow him to beas true to 
its interests and its honor as the spark to the stricken 
steel. Ido not forget his services in the late great 
contest; his zeal, his devotion in favor of Harrison 
and reform. In behalfof the Whig cause, his 
voice has been heard trumpet-toned ringing 
through the counties of Georgia, and rallying to 
the rescue the honest men of all parties. And ‘it 
will ever be heard thundering its denunciations 
against wrong and oppression every where, and in 
every form. He is an honest and an eloquent 

Whig— Whig, I know, to the core, I repeat, sir, 

that, between us I am happy to say there is no 

material difference. Eaa 

I, sir, have not provoked this debate. Both my- 
self and my friends from the South have been mis- 
represented on the tariff and the Abolition questions; 
grossly and unkindly misrepresented. 1 will: endure 
this no longer. I will not sit down quietly under 
the attacks of the gentlemen. You know, sir, that 
I have not, nor have my Whig colleagues, at the 
last or the present session, introduced into this 
House our family broils. We have studiously 
avoided it. Respect to this House and self-respect 
prompted to a course of long and irritating forbear- 
ance. Forbearance is no longer a duty»: 

Among those who have represented the course 
which I have pursued in relation to duties, as’ 
favoring a protective tariff, is the distinguished 
gentleman from Virginia. I mean the member 
from Accomack. In his last speech, he stated that 
there were Whigs in this House who favored pro- 
tection because, said he, “they are in favor of du- 
ties on wines and silks.” And the’ gentleman re- 
ferred to the speeches of Southern: Whigs to prove 
his assertion. It cannot. bea mistake that he has 
held us up to the whole South as tariff men, and 
has more than once charged that a tariff for pro- 
tection was the already indicated policy here of the 
new Administration. Now, sir, speaking for my- 
seif only, I admit or rather repeat what f -betore 
have proclaimed, that I am for duties: on wines 
and silks. .But does that make me the advocate 
of protection? Am I, therefore, a. tariff man? 
Are duties upon unprotected articles identical with 
protection? I have heretofore shown the contrary. 
I have shown that French silks and wines would 
pear a duty without creating protection and with- 
outaffecting their consumption. Iwill not: now re> 


-peat the argument. The gentleman’s. conelusion 
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is a non sequitur. . Bat, say gentlemen, this is the 
trap set to catch Southern Whigs. And my collea- 
gue [Mr. Brack] would have the people of the 
South believe that we, their chosen representa- 
tives, because he, their repudiated representative, 
tells them so, dre so weak and zo.. faithless—such 
merè -gudgeons, as-to bite at a bait which dossnot 
conceal the hook from even his eye. If there be 
a trap or trick in the proposition to lay new duties, 
Ihave ‘not seen it; nor have I seen any evidences 
of its: I, sir, have as correct means of knowing 
the views of my Whig associates as my colleague; 
perhaps more so; as sharp an eye to the interest 
and honor‘of Georgia as he has; and perhaps as 
great capacity of understanding what that honor 
and interest is as he has, He shall not be the 
judge of my representative duties. The people 
shall judge for themselves. 

A tariff for protection has not, sir, been indicated 
here as the policy of the Harrison party. No man 
has said, or even hinted, that General Harrison 
will favor such a policy. Indeed, sir, no one; un- 
less it be the gentleman from Virgini? has ventured 
to prescribe'a policy of any kind to the President 
elect, No one has authority forso bolda move. 
There is no clique or regency here to rule in ad- 
vance both Harrison and the pariy. It is true 
gentlemen have spoken as becomes the American 
representative character, freely and fearlessly, and 
no one more so than the able member from Virgi- 
nia. But no one has ventured to prescribe to the 
party but himself. This idea about Northern 
combinations to revive the protective system is all 
staff, .It haunts the imagination of gentlemen like 
a spectre; It is, sir, not the fact that the Northern 
manufacturers want a new discriminating protective 
tariff. They are for adnering to the principles of 
the compromise. They say so, and I believe them. 
It is their interest to ‘observe the compromise, and 
that interest they will pursue. If, however, in 
this Iam mistaken—if, hereafter, when the time 
for action arrives, the Whigs of the North or the 

: Democrats of the North should attempt to burden 
us with high imports for protection—if a protective 
tariff should, by any party, be again attempted, 
and I should then belong to the public couneils, I 
shall oppose it with as much honest zeal, if with less 

‘ability than those who are now so very sensitive 
about Southern rights. 

The effect of the course which my friend from 
Virginia has thought it his duty to pursue is to 
create distrast of Whig represeniatives at the South, 
I have no idea that he intends 10 produce any such 
effect, Such result, however, might follow from 
the character of his specches. Elis fame is all over 
the land; he has a name quite as potent as any.of 
these with whom he differs. [is late eloquent de- 
nuneciations are calculated to “cool our friends and 
heat our enemies.” 

:. No oneso much as he has assumed to speak 
what ought: to be the policy of the party. And in 
the ‘outset of. his first speech he declared that, re- 
gardloss‘of what might be the views of his political 
friends, the policy he then indicated upon great and 
leading measures, he would pursue to the end. 
Mahomet would not go to the mountain, but the 
mountain might come to Mahomet, No one, of 
course, can object to such a rule of personal con- 
duct. But sir, the time and manner of announ- 
cing it was, to my. mind, mest unfortunate. The- 
honorable member did look to me, like a 
shaft of stone, around which other things might 
gather; but which, deeply set and towering in its 
elevation could neither move nor bend. The 
motto inscribed upon the floating Opposition ban- 
ners, by the member himself, was the “Union of 
the Whigs for the sake of the Union.” Now, sir, 
the motto seems to be “Division of the Whigs 
for the sake of the Union.” That division, sir, is 
unnecessary to the safety of the Union. L believe 

“the gentleman to be a true and stanch Whig. 
But I cannot say much for his Whig discretion. 
< «Some days ago, whilst an appropriation having 
relation to the- Florida war was under discussion, 
the gentleman from Ohio delivered a speech, 
strongly :assailing -the institutions of the South. 
To him my colleague [Mr. Cocper] replied. The 
opinions .of the member. from Ohio, as then ex- 
pressed, were wrong-=wholly, irredeemably wrong. | 


‘Representatives were, by our 
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With them I have no sympathy, bat repudiate 
them with all my powers of reprobation. And, sir, 
the proprieiy of expressing them here had also my 
unqualified condemnation. My colleague had my 
sympathy in the argument he made upon that ocea- 
sion. But, sir, not content with assailing aboli- 
tionism, he unnecessarily -and most unjustly tra- 
velled out of the track of legitimate discussion to 
assai! also the political course of his colleagues in 
their support of Harrison. I feit this to be ex- 
ceedingly unkind. Whilst he denied that he in- 
tended to hold us up as ourselves favoring aboli- 
tionism, he did labor to make the people of Georgia 
believe that we had deceived them into the support 
of a party that would favor the opinions of Aboli- 
tionists. I do not pretend to quote the gentleman 
literally. But Iam sure that I represent bim in 
substance correctly. The drift of much of his 
speech was to establish the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecies he made in the last summer's canvass 
about a coalition between Southern Whigs and 
Northern Abolitionists, To prove that he was 
then right, he triumphantly pointed to the speech 
of the member from Ohio. Sir, all this and more 
was said upon the stump in Georgia. We met 
these charges there and refuted them. ‘The gen- 
tleman was then in the field. He threw all the 
weight of his character, great, deservedly great, as 
it is, into the struggle. The ery there was, that the 
South was betrayed into a ruinous coalition with 
Northern fanatics and Federalists, 

The people, sir, would not heed the voice of my 
honorable friend. They would not believe him 
then; they will not believe him now, They con- 
demned him and his friends; they will esndemn 
him and them again. And now, sir, the charge is 
renewed. The voice of alarm and of warning is 
raised anew. The same tale is told; the same is- 
sue is revived—an issue which he seeks to make 
a new one. I understand the gentleman. He 
shall make to'new issue here, out of an adjudicated 
issue at home. He shall, least of all, place me 
and the Whigs of Georgia in a false position upon 
this subject. Sir, the Whiz party is now what it 
was then. The member from.Ohio was here last 
winter; his opinions were then as well known as 
they arenow. There has been no new Abolition 
move here; things are as they were; yet when the 
Ohio member spoke, my colleague proclaims to 
all Southern Whigs, “I told you 0.” Bat, sir, 
worst of all, he most ingeniously managed to con- 
vey tothe people the impression that we Southern 
political position 
here, slurabering on our post, and conniving atthe 
progress of abolilionism. He did not say so; but 
a stranger in the galleries could infer nothing else 
from all that he did say. Nay, sir, I felt, most 
painfully felt, that my colleague was very willing 
to have our people believe that he and the member 
from Scriven were the only true representatives of 
Georgia upon thisfloor. Southern rights, sir, have 
lost nothing by the election of General Harrison. 
The gentleman errs in his opinion of the Whigs. 
They will not sustain Abolition principles. He 
may quiet his fears and sooth his apprehensive 
feelings. Not even the Whigs will compromit the 
rights of Georgia here. They are upon the watch- 
tower, and wide awake. I will not be judged, nor 
shall the Whig party be judged, by the absurd 
movements of the member from Ohio. He may 
be a eriterion of judgment for my colleague; I 
choose one more in accordance with common sense 
and the actual state of feeling and. opinion 
here. 


I said, sir, Southern rights had lost nothing by the 


election of General Harrison. J go further, and 
say that they have gained a great deal, There is 
an auxiliary power north of the Potomac, in esse, 
which will be, and is now brought to bear in their 
defence. My colleague may make as much as he 
can out of this statement. We have towarJs us a 
better feeling atthe North than we have hereto- 
fore had. The guiding mind of New England is 
with us. A star has risen in the East, the har- 
binger of better days, and it has healing, I trust, to 
the nation in its brilliant beams. As a political 
question, the greatest of the Eastern politicians is 
with us, And, sir; I am not so straitened in my 
Botons as to refuse aid extended tous from any 


quarter. If left to protect ourselves, we will do it 
at the hazard of every consequence; but if our in 
stitutions cen be maintained by aid from abroad 
—from other sections of the Union I mean— 
when tendered in the fulness of American patriot- 
ism, I can see no pessible reason for declin- 
ing it. 

Now, sir, allow. me to say that my- opinion is 
that General Harrison will be with the South upon 
this great question. But if, at any time, the party 
in power should be against us, I am thenceforth 
against that party. I will make this the greatest, 
deepest, most controlling of all other questions. 
As to the motives of my colleague, [Mr. Coorer,] 
I assail not them. I willnot speak of his perso- 
nal character otherwise than respectfully; I should 
belie my own blood if I did. His political course 
is greauly antagonistic to mine. Of his opinions 
and his publie acts I speak. ; 

In the speech I had the honor to deliver some 
days since, assumed as the basis of my argument, 
what no one will deny, that the income of the Go- 
vernment would fall short, during the next year, 
at the lowest estimate, eight million dollars. Upon 
this basis I argued— 

1. That the wants of the Government ought to 
be supplied by imposis, as preferable to any other 
mode of raising money. 

2. That the duties ought to be laid under the 
provisions of the compromise act of 1833. ; 

3. That the articls upon which the duties 
should be laid are the unprotected articles made 
dutiable by the compromise itself, such.as silks, 
wines, and other luxuries, 

4. That suca new duties would not be in 
violation of, but in accordance with, theact of 
1833. 

5. That revenue should only be raised to sups 
ply the wants of an econcmical administration of 
the Government. 

Incident of these topics, many others were briefly 
discussed. I disclaimed in any way giving my 
countenance to duties for protection; and avowed 
my determination to sustain the anti-tariff princi- 
ples of my own and other Southern States. I ex- 
pressed the opinion, an opinion which I now te- 
affirm, that those principles are to be kept in- 
violate only by a religious. adherence to the com- 
promise. And, sir, one of the reasons, perhaps 
the strongest reason of all, inducing me to take 
the position I did, was to preserve the compromise, 
and to save us from those dangers which I foresee 
must attend a revision of the tariff after it expires. 
Upon such principles, with such. views, and with 
no small degree of zeal for my constituents, I ad- 
dressed the committee. I endeavored to look at 
théir interests, and those of the whole country, 
with that liberal and enlightened statesmanship 
which I do not profess to possess; yet to which I 
ardently aspire, 

Inhis reply my colleague [Mr. Brack] contro» 
verted the propriety of duties on silks, because 
they would lesson the consumption -of cotton in 
France, and thereby injure the South. How far 
he established his posiion or jostled my own ar- 
gument is for others to determine. Of his argu- 
ment, even should it demolish my own, I have no 
right to complain. Of that I make no complaint. 
In the absence of other ground of attack, he as- 
sumed that my speech sounded very much to his 
ear like a tariff speech. Without being able to 
lay his finger upon one thought, one sentiment, not 
to say one position, which gave the least counten- 
ance tosuch an assumption, the honorable mem- 
ber, taking council of his ear, and not of his 
mind, and doubtless responding to an eager de- 
sire tocast me off from the confidence of my con- 
stituents, denounced me, by all fair implication, as 
atariff man. Sir, that confidence has been, as it 
ought to have been, slow of growth, hard of ace 
quisition; and, whether it be great or sma!l, my col- 
league will endeavor in vainto shake it byin- 
nuendos, hints, impressions and evil surmises. 
He will failof his object.. Those who sent me 
Fere will require stronger proof that I advocate a 
tariff for protection than the gentleman’s ingenuity 
can extract from my speech. They will.see and 
read for themselves. Did my colleague intend to 
teach the people that we were faithless also upon 
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‘he tariff, and tiat he was tle sole exponent of j 
‘Southern faith and Southern principle? It would 
seem so. I faithless to the State upon whose soil 
{ was. bora, and beneath whose sod myself and 
my children, if such be the will of Providence, are 
destined to sleep! No, sir; I may, through falli- 
“pility of judgment, mistake her honor or her in- 
'ierest, but I can never betray them. 

By way of making out as strong & case as possi- 
‘ble, it has been said that we are not only for high 
‘tariffs, but go also for the distribation of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands. And almost every gen- 
‘tleman who has addressed youia opposition to 
< the policy of raising revenue by imposts has wound 
“yp bis alarm harangue by as vivid a presentation 
| ofthe usual bank horrors as a highly stimulated 
fancy would permit. So far as] am concerned, it 
' “gas indispensable for my colleague, in order to 
‘gel up the merest color ot heterodoxy, to travel out 
ofthe record of my speech. ‘That, unfortunately 
“for his purposes, was sound—quite orthodox; quite 
-in accordance with all the canons of the true 
‘church. In the absence therefore, of either mis- 
“statements of fact or errors of opinion, he draws 
largely upon his. imagination—listens for tarif 
“weachery,and fondly dreams and vainly charges 
_/ that his colleague is the advocate of most damning 
‘heresies. 

Sir, I have opinions upon the great subjects re~ 
ferred to, well-matured opinions; and when the 
“time arrives for acting on them,1 willact and 
* take no counsel from my colleague. I will neither 

consult his. hopes nor his fears. I can assure him 
“that no false clamor that he and others may raise 

¿will draw me from a faithful discharge of present 
“obligations. Ishall not be deterred by the cry of 
“Abolition, tariff, and bank—cries so fruitlessly 
‘yaised during the last summier, subserving the pur- 
; pose of freightening aged women and infantchildren, 
‘put having no terrors for men. The gentleman 
“may go sound his alarms in the nursery, perhaps 
i" there they may be available. 
"What, sir, do you think of that magnanimity 
‘Which tortures an argument into a construction 
“which neither its positions nor its terms will bear? 
“Or of that liberality which infers the opinions of an 
adversary from what he omits to say rather than 
from what he utters? Which passes sentence upon 
“him as to subjects not under discussion by the opi- 

“nions he pronounces upon those that are; which 

‘infers every thing and proves nothing; which 

“constructs a system of the most reprehensive poli- 

“ties, fixes it by artful and illegitimate ‘inferences 

‘upon him, and then with quite commendable valor 

` proceeds to its demolition? Such have been the 
"tactics of my honorable colleague. He has his bat- 
““teries to bear upon positions which have no ex- 
“Gstence but in his own brain, His artillery have 
let off their impotent volleys upon mere vacuity. 
‘One only position, as I before remarked, did he 
controvert, and if that had been Fsuccessfully con- 

“‘troverted, not even then would the conclusions he 

“drew as to my tariff tendencies have been legiti- 
' Omate. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Bar- 

Nann] proposed that the Committee of Ways and 

` ‘Means should make inquiry as to the propriety of 

_- raising revenue by duties, asking no protection, and 
` expressly providing that the duties be laid accord- 

“ing to the provisions of the compromise act. This 

was one of the ten signs of the gentleman from 
Virginia, portending death to the Republic; and it 
was this, next to my own humble demonstrations, 

“which most excited the ire of my colleague. Now, 

sir, it is worthy of remark that nowhere upon the 

Tecords of this session is to be found à single pro- 
position to to protect. And itis also worthy of re- 
mark that the proposition of the gentleman from 
New York is, most of all, guiltless of protection. 

“Yet, in that proposition, gentlemen affect to see 

“abominations more abominable than those which 

“are found in the tariff act of 1828. They see in 


“it the inception of a most stupendous’system of ta- 
riff robbery. The very able gentleman, no doubt, 
“as well as his friends, was utterly confoneded to 
“hear that there was in his yroject infinitely more 
‘than he, in his’ poor philosophy, ever dreamed of. 
=° Where, said the gentleman, were my colleagues, 
“that they did not rise and denounce the amendment 
“ofthe member from New York? His eolleagues 
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Were ia their seats, guarding with calm dignity the 
rights of the State, and disregarding the boisterous 
and barmless rebukes of the honorable member. 
The question aud the manner of propounding it 
implied self-commendation and censure. As to my 
colleague’s right lo commend himself, I have no- 
thing to say—that is a matter of taste, about which, 
as weall know, there is no disputing; but I deny 
his right to become the censor of my conduct. 
Who made him a judge over those who, to say the 


‘Jeast of them, are his equals here? Not the pecple 


of Georgia. The gentleman can choose his own 
course of action, but may not choose for others— 
others who think, and whose consiiiuency believe 
they require no guardian, aad who, if they believed 
otherwise, would not select him. I say nothing of 
the delicacy and respectfulness which characterized 
my colleague’s reply tome. For me to expect the 
courtesy of fair debate from him, was to look fora 
more special favor than he extends to any. That 
is not his wont. He has undertaken to school the 
Whig members from Georgia—to instruct them in 
their duties. He has complained of their silence; 
and, to give a semblance of rigit to his complaints, 
he talks about his political career being about to 
close, and of his early return to the ranks of the 
unofficia! people. He professes to be one cf our 
constituents, whilst he exercises the prerogative of 
a representative. One of those relations, I should 
say, is quite enough fer him at onetime. He is no 
constituent of mine; and in that, or any other cha- 
racter, I disclaim his instructions, 1 reject his 
counsel, and I will nave none of his reproofs. 
When I have occasion to ask illumination, I will 
go elsewhere, I will consult the records of the 
past, the opinions and characters of departed men 
of renown, or living men of living fame. I will 
consult my own head and my own heart, but I will 
not consult the honorable gentleman. No, sir; 
never. 

Mr. Chairman, one word {9 certain of my own 
political friends upon this floor. When opinions, 
designated as State rights opinions, are avowed 
here, gentlemen affect to treat them as incompre- 
hensible, and, it comprehended at all, as objects of 
ridicule. Upon their faces is seen the smile of de- 
rision, and they sometimes sneer at doctrines 
which have been heid and honored by the greatest 
men of this nation. However some of us may 
dissent from the abuse and perversion of State 
rights, yet we still cherish them. Gentlemen seem 
to forget that we came into support of General 
Harrison avowing these opinions, and they need 
not now be told that, he being elected, we have not 
discarded them. Every manhasa right to think 
for himself, and I claim, and will exercise, the pri- 
vilege of retaining, modifying, or wholly changing 
my opinions. Asa Harrison man, I concede to 
others their opinions, and ask toleration for my 
own. If we can act tegether, well; if not, we may 
differ and divide as to any one or more measures, 
when called to act, without a total separation. 
With perfect respect to the politicians referred to, I 
beg them to suppress their sneers and withhold 
their deriding smiles. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
REMARKS OF MR. WICK, 


OF INDIANAS g 
In ihe House of Representatives, Febyuary 25, 1841.— 
The Navy Appropriation bili being under consi- 
deration, and Mr. Sauronsratu ‘having offered 
an amendment to augment the‘appropriation 
for the increase, repair, armament, and equip- 
ment of the Navy, and wear and tea} of vessels 
in commission, from $1,425,000 to $2 000,000— 
Mr. WICK said: I am aware, Mr. Chairmap, 
that for any ore to rise to address the commitice 
now, and under the circumstances surrounding us, 
is equivalent to a soit of suicide. Nevertheless, 
and at the hazard of becoming felo de se, I have 
obtained the floor (as I am willing to admit, to the 
prejudice of abler members) for the purpose of re- 
deeming myself from an unfounded imputation. 
Sir, it has been said that, although ĮI have been suf- 
ficiently prompt in speaking my mind elsewhere 
concerning this assembly and its doings, I have 
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been somewha: bashful and chary here, at the 
place where declamation, accusation, laudation, 
exultation, mourning, and lamentation are wont to 
be made. Here then, sir, at the forum in which 
and from whence the nation is understood to think, 
feel, ruminate, calculate, guess, reckon, speak, dt- 
clare, condemn, and demolish, have I risen to give 
the reasons why I am disinclined to vote any iñ- 
creased appropriations for the navy, and why, if I 
vote the Treasury estimate therefor, the vote: will 
be given grudgingly. 

I am not inclined against large appropriations 
for the navy because my abiding place is in the 
Central West, far beyond the reach of hostile 
bombarding squadrons. Yet, upon this point, I 
I must say I have been no little amused at the effort 
made, in the course of this debate, to convince 
Westen members that a navy is peculiarly neces- 
sary for the protection of Western commerce. Sir, 
this jest is too bald’ The great Valley of the Mis- 
sissippi has no valuable commerce for the defence 
of which a navy is ‘essential. Western products, 
for export, are such as the rest of the world will 


only buy when they are hungry, and will then buy . 


in spite of war, blockade, and all other obstruc- 
tions. The world is an eating animal. We pro- 
duce the materiel necessary to satisfy the peptic 
wants of ovet-crowded populations in other: fe- 
gions, and of the manufacturer, the planter, and of 
the inhabitants of regions naturaliy steril, or ren- 
dered so by improvident culture. And, sir, we 
would be better without than with the commerce 
for the protection of which a navy is particularly 
designed. True, a navy will defend our fisheries 
and our coast and exporting trades. But its ener- 
gies would be specially devoted to the protection 
of the trade through which are imported the wines 
and silks which debauch taste, and the gew-gaw 
trashery which adorn the shelves, the counter, and 
strong-box of the Western shop-keeper. And I 
am just old-fashioned enough to imagine that such 
a commerce is not, to the West, worth defending; 
more, sit, I am heretical enough to honestly be- 
lieve that, if such commerce could be neglected— 
not unnecessarily indulged in—for but the space 
of three years, the great Valley of the Mississippi 
would not owe the rest of the world a dollar, and 
would be the dwelling-place of plenty, peace, hap- 
piness, and virtue; the judicial officer would be the 
arbiter of misunderstandings ins‘ead of a “mili” to 
grind the substance of our yeomanry into money; 
the executive officer would be a conservator of the 
peace, a terror to evil-doers, instead of an agent 
for the collection of debts; and the business of our 
State Legislatures would be to define and provide 
guards for individual liberty and right. They 
would no longer be, as they now are, the panders 
of miserable schemes of Rnance, begotten in specu- 


lation, “conceived in sin, and brought forth in” 


iniquity.” 

Sir, we in the West have no local selfish motive 
to induce ns to favor a navy for the defence of 
commerce; and, sir, we need no such motive. We 
recognise a navy as the principal bulwark of ña- 
tional defence, and therefore we will aid thé nation 
in its maintenance from patriotism alone. I, for 
myself, consider a system of land fortifications as 
being litile better than a relic of barbarous ages, 
when every feudal lord fortified his demesne and 
manned his castles with his tenantry and retaicers— 
when the human family found a business ia offence 
and defence—when the trade of the world was-war. 
Sir, if this nation should ever be again involved in 
war, it will be found impossible to defend by forti- 
fication every assailable point. Our. coast and 
frontier are too extensive for that. We must, with 
our navy, meet the enemy upon the great deep, and 
battle wiih him there.. And if he should suce2ed 
in contaminating oar soil, by landing hostile le- 
gions upon our shores, we must (because we can- 
not anticipate the precise point of his approach and 
fortify accordingly) fight him from behind hasty 
intrenchments of sand. logs, or cotton bags—~and 
in default of these, the bosoms of patriots must 
become the ramparts of our firesides and homes. 

Notwithstanding all these considerations, I cane 
not vete large appropriations for the navy, until 
you abolish your miserable scheme of a navy. 
beard. Sir, the board is composed of captains in 
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the navy, whose trade is fighting, and not ship- 
“building. Now, sir, such are the principles of he- 
man character, that every man imagines himseif 
‘Solomon's first-born son. In the good old times of 
our navy, when vessels were built according to 
models furnishnd by naval architects, your frigates 
were crack sailers, and could overtake, or run 
_ away from, an enemy, as circumstances might re- 


quire. _Batsince you have got this miserable board — 


‘at ihe head of affairs, the new. vessels are all so 
‘built and ihe old ones all so repaired, that, with two 
‘or three exceptions, you have not a vessel upon the 
mountain wave capable of giving successful chase 
Ao an.inferior, or of escaping from a superior force. 
“Tottling tubs are they all, in which ‘are imprisoned 
„the gallant spirits of your country, paralyzed by 
the remodelling of the models of these ships by 
your wretched navy board, and rendered incapable 
„of any service but that of surrendering at discre- 
Aion to an overwhelming force. Sir, rub out your 
navy board, and reorganize the Navy Department, 
so that one single man should be responsible for 
.the models of vessels, another for the materials 
‘with which they are built, another for their arma- 
‘ments, and so on; and J will thea vote any rea-ona- 
ble sum for the navy. Responsibility, individual 
responsibility, is the great spring of human action. 
Sir, you may send a committee to ascertain who is 
responsible for the faulty construction of any one 
of the vessels of your navy—of the most sluggish 
creeper among them. Your ccmmittee will prore- 
cute the examination till they may think they have 
found the responsible man. But put your finger 
on him, and he will not be there. He will tell 
you, “the board ordered it.” Boards, like corpo- 
rations, have no soujs—~like them, they can neither 
be hanged, disgraced, nor court martialled. There 
s Ho. section for them. 

Now, sir, I have a word to say to my honorable 
friend from Ohio, [Mr.Masow.] In his speech upon 
this question, that honorable gentleman again 
arraigned the present Administration for its sup- 
posed opposition to appropriations for the continu- 
ance of the Cumberland road—a subject in refer- 
ence to which that honorable gentleman and my- 
self, and our respective constituencies, feel, have 
felt, and will continue to feel, the most lively inte- 
rest, Sir, what are the facts? So long as Con- 
gress continued to make appropriations for the con- 
tinuation of the Cumberland road, and even after 

„such appropriations were denied, Mr. Van Buren 
caused to be communicated to Corgress an esti- 
mate for the continuation of the road, prepared by 
the. Topographical Bureau, sanctioned by the pro- 
per Department having charge of the malter—viz: 
the Department of War. It is rue, he did not 
cause such estimate to be submitted by the Trea- 
sury Department, because the estimates of the 
Treasury Department are legdimately confined to 
subjects of expenditure arising out of constitutional 
obligation or standing laws, permanent in their 
nature, and in their words and spirit implying per- 
petuity... The appropriations for the Cumberland 
road have never been of this character. On the 
contrary, they have been made by laws, in letter 


and spirit purporting to be single and temporary in- 


their object. 

And now, sir, I have this tosay to my honorable 
friend from Ohio, [Mr. Mason] I have defended 
in speech, and with my pen, the course of Mr. Van 
Buren in reference to this subject. If President Har 
rison shall recommend, in decided terms, in his ennual 
message, appropriations for the continuation of the 
Cumberland road, or shall cause an estimate therefor 
to be inserted in the Treasury estimate, I pledge myself 
tego among my constituents, and take back ald that I 
have said in defence of Mr., Van Buren on that point. 
And, sir, if my respected friend [Mr. Mason] 
will publish, along with his speech, that which 1 
have now said concerning appropriations for the 
-Cumberland road, he may send his printer to me 
for a rafable proportion of the bill, and Į will 
“pay it. 

A word to my friend from Virginia, [Mv. Wise] 


He said that the present Administration could not: 


be kicked into a war. I think I have met with this 
expression before. If I mistake not, it was used 
on this floor by an opponent of Mr. Madison’s ad- 
ministration, in reference to those times and events. 


Perhaps it was then, as now, used by a Virginian. j 


No, no, no, it came from the vicinity of Hartferd. 
Mr. Chairman, what would the honorable member 
from Virginia have? - Would he hdve - 

“The ocean into tempest tost, 

To wafta feather or to drown a fly?” 


[Mr. Wise. Ne, no.] 


Mr. Wics. Cur difficulties with Great Britain 


grow out of transactions upon our Northern and 
Northeastern boundaries. On the Northern beun- 
dary the difficulties had their ofigin in the action of 
individuals—mere marauding. Surely small diffi- 
culties, arising out of such causes, are better left to 
the curative powers of time, and to the mutually 
pacific explanations of diplomacy, than committed 
to the arbitrament of arms, rashly assumed. 

The Maine boundary question is one of more 
ditheulty. The British Government have raised a 
claim to a portion of the territory of a sovereign 
State. By way of asserting this claim, armed de- 
monstrations, upon the debateable ground, were 
made. Encouraged by this, timber-stealers com. 
meneed operations. Sir, here is a cause of war- 
But the cause, in all prudence, must not produce 
the effect until after reasonable remonstrance with, 
and pertinacity in, ihe wrong-Joer. I would even 
resort to an umpire before an appeal to arms. 

In the correspondence between the British Minis- 
ter and the head of the State Department, I see no 
lack of decision and diplomatic point on our side of 
the subject. Let every mean be used to avoid a 
national struggle for this bit of pine woods; and if 
all fail, and the sharp contest must come, I say, go 
ahead, Maine, the Hoosiers will come! 

Sir, the two past Administrations have asserted 
every national right, with a spirit worthy of admi- 
ration; and I was sorry to hear my gallant friend 
from Virginia say that this Administration could 
not be kicked into a war. 

Mr. Wis explained, observing that he had said, 
not that this Admiwistration could not be kicked 
into a war, but that it could not be kicked into a 
war with Great Britain; and alleged that Tex- 
an officers were permitted ta enlist, openly in 
American cities, soldiers for the Texan service, 
against Mexico, while a United States army was 
stationed upon the Northern frontier to prevent 
the interference of our citizens in behalf of Canadian 
patriots. 

Mr. Wick. IT admit that the reproach was con- 
fined toa war with Great Britain. But, Sir, the 
cases cited by the honorable member from Virginia 
are not parallel. Jt is the special duty of the Go- 
vernment to provide for peace upon our borders. 
Personal collisions on our Northern frontier, and 
the interference of cur citizens in Canadian mat- 
lers, are calculated to compromit the national 
safety. On the other hand, interference of our citi- 
zens in the contest between Texas and Mexico en- 
sures our national integrity, because it tends to 


raise up an empire of friends and brothers between. 


cur Southern boundary and a people aliens to us 
in feeling, policy, religion, and Jaw. ‘Besides, what 
beld hand shall be put forth to stay the onward 
march of the Anglo-Saxon race, carrying civiliza- 
tion, liberal opinions, and enterprise to the remote 
corners of the earth, baptizing with light nations in 
their course ? 

Tn the progress of the debate upon this bill honc- 
rable members opposed to the present Administra- 
tion have characterized it as a dying power. They 
have depicted to our minds its last dying struggles. 
To such I would say, in the name of Democratic 
principles, “though we die, yet shall we live again.” 
Respectfully too would I offer my advice to the 
Opposition, to be chary of reproaches at present. 
I would say to them, You have kept us in hot 
water a good while. Your ingenuity in bringing 
forward charges has, at times, puzzled even the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
who, in order te answer your questions, was bound 
to know every thing, and some things. besides. 
You bave had your day. You have succeeded, 
You have made the people believe a portion of 
your evidence. You will soon be in power. The 
tables will then be turned upon you. You will be 
questioned in this hall. You will be caled up 
to answer charges in relation to every thing under 
the sua. And, although you may have the major 


part of talent on your side, you will often be puz- 
zled. Sharp tongues and bold pens will gaff you, 
You cannot bring the good times whieh you have 
promised. Your panaceas for State and individual 
indebtedness will fail. Money will not grow on 
the bushes, nor will your legislation raise prices, or 


produce demand. Mind, I tell you, you will, as 5 


Burns said of one of his poetical heroes, in a storm, 
you will “have business on your hands.” Even 
“Old Tip,” all innocent, as he wiil quite probably 
be, in the premises, will be in ail sorts of trouble. 
I intend to do him justice. But, in bitterness and 
gall, will he learn,from partisan injustice, that the 
White House is, at best,a jagged palace, that its 
pillows are filled with thorns, instead of down, and 
that all is not gold there that glistened in Ogle’s eyes. 
Since I have been here, Mr. Chairman, I have 
discovered that it is, at nearly all times, perfectly 
in order for a member to “define his position.” T 
wish to avail myself of the opportunity, if this be 
the proper occasion, and, if it be not, Task the in- 
dulgence of the committee while I discharge that 
peremptory duty prescribed by the lex lóci. í have 
cultivated, of late, an indifference as to reputation, 
because I have seen that much of that which is 
here acquired grows out of a waste of time, and 
indu'gence of personal rivalry and animal tenden- 
cies. My business here, sir, is not with individu- 
als, but with subjects, principles, and things, I 
have been, (oa great extent, a silent member; and 
in the mean time, I am aware that some false 
prophet or ovherhas, by statements made at hazard, 
or upon authority of a character too questionable 
to justify any one in committing himself thereon, 
produced erroneous impressions concerning the 
humble individual now addressing the committee, 
Even the newspapers have received their lesson, 
and have pummelled me, in prose and song, as a 
renegade, traitor, and all that. Sir, I was not 
elected asa Clay man. I came not here to follow 
in any one’s wake—to “be no one’s eulo- 
sisi—to take exceptions to no one in particu- 
lar. I would be sorry to acknowledge an 
mana a “bit better than he ought to be,” and 
equally far would I be from acknowledging any 
man’s dangerous greatness by making him the ob- 
ject of unceasing attack and misrepresentation. — I 


do profess to be a moderate. man—moderate. in , 


feeling and action, but. decided in. opinion’ and 
principle. It was universally known, when I was 
elected, that I had voted for Mr. Van Buren, and 
had expressed much satisfaction with the general 
tone and policy of his Administration. But, sir, 
there was a kind of informal convention on the sub- 
ject, and it was. agreed that I should vote against 
the Independent Treasury measure, and about other 
things do as should seem to me right and proper, 
And upon that footing I was elected by both parties, 
to some good extent. Sir, Ihave violated no 
pledge, as has been represented. I bave kept faith 
with my constituency. I am a Democrat of the Vir- 
ginia school—a man of °98. Icannot, for a mo» 
ment, think of indulging in a latitudinous construc- 
tion of the Constitution. Iam for construing. its 
grant of powers to this central Government strictly 
and to the letter, reserving all other powers to the 
municipal action cf the States. And, sir, I not 
only fear, as . the worst of all political evils, the as- 
sertion and exercise of powers by the Federal Go- 
vernment not expressly granted by the charter, but 
I go further. I hold that the original compact be- 
tween the sovereign States of this Confederacy had 
for its motive not only the corporate advantage of 
the whole, but also the separate advantage of each 
State; and that if the Federal Government should, 
in violation of the Constitution, trifle with the 
rights and sovereignty of any particular State, and 
enact laws of partial effect, oppressive to the - inte- 
rests cr rights of its citizens, or conferring immu- 
nities and benefits upon other States, denied to such 
particular Siate, without legitimate reason, or 
adopt measures invading rights recognised by. the 
charier, such particular State, its constituted autho- 
tities and citizens, have a right to recur to. original 
principles, resist the exercise of the power by the 
Federal Government not delegated to it, and do the 
best she may. Sir, in some respects. the Federal 
Government is sovereign—in so farasthe Consti- 
tution has made it so. In all other respects the 
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native sovereignty of the States remains complete, 
and shines forth untarnished by assertion and 
F usage, or by infringement submitted to as the choice 
of evils. To this hour I retain the opinion thatthe 
present Executive has represented Democratic 
principles fairly and well, and therefore I have 
continued my support thereto. 

Such, sir, is my political ereed. That it was al- 
ways such I will notsay. Ten yearsago, when I 
was as honest, but I think notso well informed, as 
J now am, I was a latitudinarian—a Federalist. If 
any one jeers me for changing, I will tell him that 
fools never change, and that wise men do some- 
times. The change of opinion in reference to my- 
self has been gradual, honest, and complete. It 
has net been with, but against wind, tide, and the 
stream. 

A word as to the coming Administration, and I 
will have done. If President Harrison shall be 
found a strict constructionist—if he shall withhold 
his countenance from those unconstitutional and 
dangerous measures which have ever been pressed 
upon the nation by latitudinarians, I will support 
his administration, and encourage others to abstain 
from opposition. Bat I must not be expected to 
support his administration if be shall lend Execu- 
tive influence in furtherance of the chartering of a 
national corporation, or systems of expenditure 
giving rise to a necessity for the creation of a pub- 
lie debt. . 

(Mr. Jenirer of Maryland here asked Mr. Wick 
under what clause of the Constitution he [Mr. W.] 
claimed authority for Congress to appropriate mo- 
ney upon the Cumberland road.] 

Sir, (said Mr. Wick,) the Camberland read is a 
military read, essential for the common defence. 


(Mr. Wise. Mr. Jefferson said it was a mili- 
tary road ] 
Mr. Wick. ‘Yes! Mr. Jefferson called it a- 


military road; and who will say that he was nota 
strict and literal construer of the Constitution? Sir, 
itis a military road. Its construction is necessary 
for the transportation of arms, munitions, and pro- 
visions, and to the march of armies to that Western 
frontier upon which your policy has—wisely, be- 
cause you could do no better—located the fragments 
of a hundred tribes, who may, at any moment, un- 
sheath the knife and fling the tomahawk. And be- 
yond interpose between you and the Pacific a hun- 
dred other tribes, with whom many a sanguinary 
struggle may be expected. Nor is this all. You 
may yet have to grapple with the power of the twe 
greatest empires on earth, in a contest for the Pe- 
cific coast: Sir, you may deny appropriations for 
that. road now. You may close your ears to the 
voice of reason and of justice; but you. will yet 
complete that thoroughfare to the greatocean. You 
may incommode the present generation ky refasing 
to do that now which might betier be now done 
than hereafter. But you will yet obey the com- 
mands of nature and necessity. 


ELECTION OF SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 


DEBATE IN THE SENATEN, 
_Mownnay, Match 8, 1841. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to take up the resohaion 
submitted by him on Saturday, to proceed to the 
election of a Sergeant-at-Arms to the Senate. 5 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he should vote against the 
reso'ution. After the death of Judge Haight, a strong 
appeal was made to this body on behalf of his widow, 
and arrangements were made by which she was 
to réceive his salary for the entire term for which he 
| waselected; and the Assistant Doorkeeper at that time 
agreed to discharge the duties of Sergeant-at-Arms. 
This course was adopted from. motives of the 
purest philanthropy and justice: that the Govern- 
< Might not pay two salaries, and yet that the 
` widow. might receive that of which she stood so 

much in vesd.. And now at the-close of this ses- 
, Slon, when there was no. earthly use. for. a Ser- 

geant-at-Arms, why ‘should. they- impose. on the 
Treasury a double salary? . When the Democratie 
Senators had the power, they refrained from using 
it, and determined not-to elect a Sergeant-at-Arms; 
they ‘agreed to do without this. officer; and now, 
when no reason for the. election exists—-when they 


Election of Sergeant-at-arms. 
could do without him until the meejng of Con- 
gress, he could not vote for an eleciion, and he 
called for the ayes and noes on the adopting the re- 
solution. u 

Mr. MERRICK said the Senate on a former day 
had thought fit to make a liberal grant to the widow 
of the late Sergeant-ai-Arms; that was very.good 
in itself, but it afforded no good reason why they 
should dispense with a Sergeant-at-Arms. The 
office was vacant, and it was proper that it should 


| be filled, and he therefore moved that they proceed 


to fill it. f 

Mr. KING expressed his surprise that the gen- 
tleman nad thought pioper to bring forward this re- 
solution at the close of this Executive session. 
They had a law fixing the time of the election of 
their officers, and that was at the commencement 
of the next session of Congress. 

Mr. YOUNG, with the permission of the Sena- 
tor from Alabama, interposed for the purpose of 
placing before the Senate the precise terms of the 
rule, which he read as follows: 

“Rue 49. The Secretary of the Senate, the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms and Doorkeeper, and the Assistant 
Doorkeeper, shall be chosen on the second Mon- 
day. of the first session of the 21st Congress, and on 
the same day of the first session of every succeeding 
Congress.” 

Mr. KING said that was the law to which he 
alluded, which was binding on the Senate as re- 
garded those officers. He knew gentlemen said 
there was a vacancy in consequence of the death of 
Judge Haight. He and his political friends knew 
the fact, but though they had had the power when 
the vacancy occurred, they di! not deem it obliga- 
tory to go into an election. 'Fhey (ihe Democratic 
party) acted fairly towards the party that was to 
be the majority after the 4th of Mareh; and he 
asked with what propriety they cou'd make this 
election, and go before the country, after giving to 
the widow of their Jate officer the whole salary to 
the close of the year, when there was not a particle 
of business to be done by the new incumbent who- 
ever he might be? It was nething under the sun 
but to give a salary when the officer was not wanted 
and when there were no duties to be performed. 
If this was the “reform” that had been promised, 
the new Administration would not have much to 
boast of. Here an officer of the Senate, not wanted, 
was to be forced on them merely to give kim the 
salary. No gentleman could get up and say that 
offizer was wanted; and if not, he asked why elect 
him? Could they get along up to the close of the 
late busy and excited session with their present offi- 
cers, and could they not close this extra session— 


: for he hoped it would be closed that or the succeed- 


aenaran aa 


i ing day—without an additional one? If this was 


to be a specimen of what was to be expected from 
the new majority, he wovld tell them that many 
estimable citizens who gave their support in the 
expectation of “Retrenchment” and “Reform,” 
would turn away from them with sorrow and re- 
gret. But they were amenable io the people, and 
to the people he would leave them. 

MrCLAY of Kentucky said reaily it appeared 


to hit gentlemen on the other side were disposed |! 


to“make a greatdeal out of a very smail affair. 
On what authority did the gentleman from Ala- 
bama venture to assert that this resolution was to 
be passed to make a place fora favorite? 

Mr. KING. Toe fact itself. i 

Mr. CLAY. There was none, Here was an 
office with certain duties attached to it; that office 
was vacant. If the office were unnecessary, bring 
forward a proposition to-dispense with it—altogeiher 
abolish it—and, i? that was done, he underiock to 
say that they (the present majority) should not 
fil the office while the proposition to dispense with 
it altogether, was unser consideration. Here was 
an office with duties attached to it: now there 
might be, and in all probability would be, an exta 
session. ‘There was no official announcement, and 
he spoke only on common rumor, and on information 
attributed to the President of the United States him- 
self, in some remarks on a recent visit to Richmond. 
Wasit not then of consequence that the office be 
filled, and that the officer should become- familiar 
with the duties of that office before he was called 
toi? The salary was—what Some $1500. 
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Well, if there should be an extra session, -he-de=. 
lieved no gentleman would deny that: there should. 
not be a Sergeant-at-Arms; and, if there should be 


‘an exira session two mouths hence, and the salary 


be $1500, it was an affair of. $250. : Now,..it-wag.. 
not in little matters. of this sort-—it was: in great 
and important sources of expenditure—those wmon: 
strous leaks in the Treasury which had left it dry 
—it was in reforms of. that sort, by which the Ads 
ministration coming into power was to benefit the 
country. But gentlemen told them they. had used. 
the salary ia a grant to the family of the late Ser- 
geant-at-Arms: that is, that those having the power 
had given the salary to the widow of the late Ser- 
geant at-Arms; and because they had exer- 
cised their. charity In this way, the public 
were not to be served by an cfficer whose 
duties were necessary. Was that the sort: of 
reasoning by which they were to be dissuaded 
from the performance of a necessary duty?, He 
(Mr. Cray) did not complain of the exercise of this 
charitable disposition; gentlemen had exercised it. 
Be. it: 
so: they (the Whigs) had acquiesced.. But he 
deemed that no reason they should not fill the office, 
the duties of which might be necessary, and in all 
probability would be necessary, in forty, fifty, or 
sixty days from this time. ‘Well, then, as to, the, 
rule which had been alluded to on the other side:. it’ 
was a standing rule, and for what purpose? To- 
bring the officers in review before the. Senate, that 
they might decide. on their continuation in office 
from time to time. But did any body suppose that 
they could not fillat another time a vacancy in the 
office occasioned by death? Why, suppose they 
should fill this biennial office, and, two days after, 


: the officer should die: could they not fill the va- 


cancy before the expiration of the two years? Here 
was a vacancy, the duties of which, he repeated, in 
ali human probability, would be necessary in a 
short time; and it had been proposed to fill the of- 
fice. He hoped gentlemen on the other side, on. a 
reconsideration, would see it was not one out of 
which any thing could be made by a protracted ar- 
gument. uy tee 
Mr. KUNG said he had but one word to say to 
the Senator, and that was, that there were no duties. 
to be performed after the adjournmeni of this ses- 
sion; and therefore this—-whether the salary were 
great or small—was simply a question of salary to 
a favorite. The Senator had talked about Sena 
tors on this side giving away the salary to the fa- 
mily of the late Sergeant-at-Arms. Now, did not 
the honorable Senator know that the proposition 
came from one of bis own friends? [Mr. Waits of 
Indiana.] That proposition was pressed on tle 
good feeling of Senators contrary to bis (Mr. 
Kswe’s) judgment, and he did net. vote for 
it, He was willing to vote ‘for what was’ 
usually paid for the burial of such an oʻ- 
ficer, and then allow his famiiy to bury him in its 
own way; and he so stated. He thought that was 
the correct course, bat the honorable Senator’s 
(Mr. Cray’s,) friends, and a portion of his (Mr. 
Kine’s) thought differently. But did they (the 
Democrats) seize upon the circumstance, when 
they were in the majority, and fill the vacancy? 


|| No: they acted in geod faith, and they expressed 


themseives in good faite thatthe vacancy should 
nat be filled, as the present Doorkeeper had agrreed 
to discharge the duties, and it was not. filled, 
The Senator (Mr. Cay) seemed to forget himself 
in his over anxiety to regulate and control every 
thing at his will and pleasure. Did they (Mr. 
King’s friends} offer to fill the office? Had. they 
noi the power to fill the vacancy? They. had, but 
they left it to the present raajorily to. exercise their 
right and their duty at the proper time; but they 
(Mr. Kine and his friends) did not think. that, at 
this exira session, it would be brought forward, 
simply to make a place, and to give a salary. He 
was not to be twitted’ with the exercise of improper 
liberality rewards the family of the late Sergeant- 
at-Arms. He was willing to do all that it was 
right and proper to do, but beyond that, he was not 
willing to gòj beyond that, as he conceived, the 
friends of the gentleman. opposite had gone in the 
exercise of their liberal feelings. He had deemed: 


itaduty which he owed to himself that there should beo o 
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a correct understanding of this matter; beyond that, 
he knew it was useless to talk, for the ftat had gone 
forth. Be it so: let the gentlemen proceed to the 
election, and then let the country judge whether it 

` wasia little matter or a great matter. “Straws 
shows which way the wind blows.” 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, it seemed to him 


there. were two sides to the question. The Senator 
from Alabama supposed the object was to make a 
place for a favorite, but what had that gentleman’s 
party done?’ They (the late majority) had the 
power, and what did they do in this matter?. Not- 
withstanding they did not fill this office—notwith- 
standing the Deorkeeper agreed to discharge the 
duties of the station for this session—and notwith- 
standing the amount given to the widow of the late 
Sergeant-at-Arms—from that quarter came a mo- 
tion to give to the acting Sergeant-at-Arms $1,000 
extra, for about six week’s serviee in discharging 
the duties of that office. He did not charge it on 
the Senator from Alabama, but it came from over 
the way, (from the Democratic side of the Louse.) 
That motion was modified, giving $500 extra: for 
the discharge of the duties which the Sergeant-at- 
Arms should have discharged. Then, as a matter 
of economy, it the office is not filled, a proposition 
will come hereafter to give the Doorkeeper the 
same pay for the discharge of the duties of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms. Had not the opposite party 
laid down that principle; and in the case of Atior- 
ney General Butler, where one officer performed 
double duty, had they not paid double fees? Had 
they not laid down the same principle in the identi- 
cal case before the Senate? He (Mr. Smita) 
voted against the allowance; but when the gentle- 
men opposite told him that this office should not be 
filled on the ground of economy, and by their ex- 
ample they showed him that they gave the pay, the 
charge of want of economy, as applied to him, lost 
itself. Butto return to the question, Here was 
an office vacant; should they fill it, and have a re- 
sponsible officer, or should they agree to give the 
same compensation, by way of extra allowance, to 
those who were filling inferior stations without the 
responsibility? This was the ground on which 
he should give his’ vote; and the gentlemen oppo- 
site could not expect the argumeat of “economy” 
to have much weight on him. hey (the Whigs) 
had just as much right to charge the geatlemen op- 
posite with wishing to keep this office vacant, that 
they might pay an officer double, as they had to 
charge back upon them (ihe Whigs) an appo'nt- 
ment with compensation, wnere there were no du- 
lies to be discharged. But if there were no duties, 
why did not the gentlemen opposite discharge the 
Doorkeeper? It was not a question whether there 
were duties during the vacation or not, though he 
had been willing not to fill the office. 

Mr. KING. So you were; but you are not so 
now. 

Mr. SMITH would tell the gentleman why. As 
the matter now stands, he was willing to give his 
vote for the appointment of a Sergeant-at-Arms, 
rather than-have inferior officers remunerated by 
extra Compensation, for the discharge of duties of a 
responsible office. 

Mr. KING wished to correct a statemeht of the 
Senator from Indiana, made in the course of his 
remarks on this subject. The proposition to give 
extra compensation did not come from that side of 
the Senate, if the honorable Senator meant the De- 
mocratic side. 

Mr. SMITH replied that the proposition came 
from the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Benron.] 

Mr. KING said the proposition of the Senator 
from Missouri was to fix a regular compensation, 
and thereby. to get rid of the “extras.” Ele (Mr. 
Kina) suggested the propriety of such a course, 
and his friend from Missouri introduced a proposi- 
ton to that effect, and it was sent to the Commit- 
tee on the Contingent Expenses of the Senate; and 
. subsequently, Governor Knight, who was net now 
á member, but who was as worthy a man as ever 
. occupied a seat on that floor, reported from that 
committee the proposition to give the extra allow- 
ance to the Doorkeeper. He (Mr. Kina) knew 
just as much about these things as the Sena‘or from 
Indiana. He had been here some ycars; be had not 
been inattentive to passing events; and he had seen 


_ Senate. 


that the course which had been pursued in relation 
to compensating their officers, led to difficulties. 
He bad hoped a fixed compensation would be 
agreed upon. Let it be liberal, let it be per- 
manent, and Jet them, thereby, get rid of ex- 
tra compensation. But it was thought imprac- 
licable by the committee to fix a compensation 


| that was just and right, and when the allowance to 


the Doorkeeper was proposed, who objected? His 
friend from Mississippi [Mr. Henperson] objected, 
and his friend from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier,]. he 
believed, and one or two more, but it passed by al- 
most unanimous consent. Six was the precise 
number that objected, as the ayes and noes would 
show.: Well, now, of these how many were of the 
other side? Only two—the Senator from Indiana 
and the Senator from Mississippi—and four were 
en this side; and this was to be the groundwork on 
which the gentleman would fix their vindication of 
this election when there were no duties to perform, 
unless the new Sergeant-al-arms came here and 
did the duties to-day and to-morrow. He repelled 
the remark of the Senator from Indiana, that they 
wished to keep open an office, that they might give 
additional compensation to another individual. 
That individual was entitled to no extra compen- 
sation. 

As to the extra session, it appeared that they had 
to go to Richmond for their information. If 
the extra session were to be early, the State he 
represented’ would be without representation in 
the other House; and he had been, therefore, 
desirous to know when, or whether an extra session 
would be held, but hitherto he could get no precise 
information; but now they got it from the Senator 
from Kentucky, who got it from Richmond, though 
that Senator had told them in the early part of the 
session that there would be one. He (Mr. Kina) 
had not doubted it then, for he took it the Senator 
spoke with authority, yet he had made inquiries of 
Mr. Ewing of Ohio—a gentleman of great respec- 
tability, but of different politics from him (Mr. 
Kina)—who promised to give him the earliest inti- 
mation of the period fixed upon, which he had not 
yet done. However, it was said that they were to 
have an extra session, and they must therefore go 
into an election of Sergeant-at-arms, that that ofi- 
cer might make himself acquainted with his duties. 
Why this was really laughable. What had 
he to do? Was it necessary that he should 
study three or four months to learn to keep 
all persons out of the Senate except such as 
were enumerated on the rules at the door? 
Had he to go through a long course of studies to 
learn that the galleries were not to interfere with 
the deliberations of the Senate? These were the 
studies of the Sergeant-at-Arms! But he fe’t he 
was merely wasting the time of the Senate, and he 
would only say that he should vote against the 
resolution. He cared not what the political senti- 
ments of the Sergeant-at-Arms, or any other officer 
of the Senate, might be; he had rarely asked him- 
self the question; and on one oceasion, when he 
had labored, with more than ordinary zeal, to get a 
worthy but unfortunate man elected there, the 
man said to him, “I owe it to you frankly to say, 
that Iam an old Federalist.” He was elected, and 
to the best of his ability did his duty, until he fell 
dead in yonder room, while engaged in their ser- 
vice. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped the Senate would not pro- 
ceed now to this proposed election. He had been 
struck with some surprise at the remarks of the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr.Smita.] The position 
of the gentieman opposite was that they (the late 
majority) had been in the habit of voting extra pay, 
and therefore the other side were disposed to fol- 
low that splendid example. But the gentleman 
need not tell him this story, for although the gen- 
tlemen opposite. had cried “reform,” he knew 
when it came to the test that it would turn out to 
be “humbug.” They saw it the other day, when 
fixing the compensation of postmasters and collec- 
tors, and now they saw it again. Yes, while they 
bad the cry of “retrenchment” and “reform” still 
in their ears—while they had the flag of “reform” 
flying across the Avenue, they had this commen- 
tary on that profession of “reform.” - He had 
hoped: that the example of the late Administration, 


if it was as extravagant as it had been represented: 
to be, would not have been followed, but that the 
new Administration would have taken a new and 
different direction, be it better or worse. But to the . 
salary of this office, which it is now proposed to 
fiil. Subsequent to the death of our late Sergeant. 
at-Arms, a Senator from Vermont, [Mr. PHELrs,] 
moved, no doubt, by feelings which are highly 
creditable to. him, introduced a resolution. propos- 
ing to give to the widow of the} deceased five hun- 
dred dollars to defray the expenses of carrying the 
body to Vermont.was for interment. This amend- 
ed at the suggestion of the Senator from. Indiana, 
[Mr. Wurrts,] by adding to the sum the amount of 
salary for the whole time for which he was elected 
~—two years. This resolution was agreed to, and 
agreed to on the understanding that the present As- 
sistant Doorkeeper would discharge the duties of 
the situation for the present year. They voted this 
money, and it was paid; and the Democratic ma- 
jority—who are so frequently taunted for their 
recklessness, by gentlemen on ‘the opposite side—in 
accordance with the understanding, made no at- 
tempt to fill the office, though they had the power, 
But it was said they wished to keep the office open 
that they might vote extra allowance to another 
individual for performing double duty; but if he 
got extra compensation, who would give it to him? 
Are you not the majority, gentlemen Reformers? 
and if he gets extra pay at the next session, will he 
not get itat your hands, and not at. ours? He 
(Mr. Sevier) only viewed the proposed disposal 
of this matter as part of the system to be hereafter 
pursued, and as an exemplification of the purposes 
of the “great Reformers” of the last few months. 
He saw no earthly reason why this election should 
not be postponed until the meeting of the next Con- 
gress. The business of the Senate was nearly over, 
and if we elected the officer, he would have no ser- 
vices to perform during the recess—except, per- 
haps, the removal of the carpets, aad that might be 
safely entrusted to the Doorkeeper. 

Mr. BENTON believed it to be very proper that 
this motion should be postponed until the second 
Monday of the next session, Propriety and the 
existing law beth required it. He had been there 
long enough to be colemporaneous with the enact- 
ment of the law, which had been read for the go- 
vernment of this body, and he knew the reason for 
its enactment. With respect to the rule, and the 
practice under it, of this side of the House, he 
knew all about it, and the reason for its adoption, 
and the reason why it had never been departed 
from, from the time of its adoption to the present. 
This office, which they were told was necessary to 
be filled, to enable them to conduct their business 
with regularity, had a sufficient attraction ‘in it, 
from the amount of salary, the easy nature of the 
duties, and the respectability of the station, to very 
many persons. The office of Secretary to the Se- 
nate, the Sergeant-at Arms, and the Doorkeeper, 
had all sufficient attractions, in their salaries, and 
duties, and stations, to make them desirable to ma- 
ny persons. Tae office of Sergeant-at-Arms, he 
considered more desirable than any other in their 
gift; it was an office which carried along with it 
not very laborious duties for any period of the 
year, but the supervision over. others, and to see 
that they did their duty. When the session was 
over the duties of the Sergeant-at-Arms ceased, and 
until the ensuing session there were long vacations, 
daring which he received his salary, while attend- 
ing to his own business, or travelling wherever he 
pleased. One vacation was ef nine months? dura- 
tion, during which his dutics entirely ceased; in the 
short vacation he had six months. It was then an 
office that was desirable to a great number of per- 
sons—to men of some age; men who had rendered 
service to their country, perhaps in the field, perhaps 
in the council, bat who had now returned to pri- 
vate life, and who needed the advantages which a 
salary wonld bring; and they found in the duties of 
Sergeant-at-Arms a place that would suit them in 
every respect; and the Senate had seen among 
those who had spplied for it, persons of great 
respectability in the country—some who have had 
seats in the House of Representatives. Seeing, 
then, the respectability of the office, and the great 
many that applied for it, it was necessary that 4 
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time should be fixed that persons might know 
when to apply, and that the Senate might have 
time to think on the subject. With this view, some 
years ago a day was fixed on which these electicns 
should take place, and that day was fixed with a 
great deal of care; It was not the first Monday of 
the session, nor the first Thursday, but the second- 
Monday, be that when it might. The Senate went 
on the assumption that,{by fixing the day, it would 
become known, and that all persons who wished to 


present theit names for the office would have an | 


equal chance. The second Monday was fixed as 
the day on which the office should be filled, and 
one week was allowed for every Senator to get in 
his place; and from the day on which the resolu- 
tion was passed to the present time, there had been 
no attempt to depart from it. He would not re- 
peat what his friends had said; but when the place 
became vacant by the death of the late Sergeant-at- 
Arms, they refused to fiil it, although they were 
then in the majority. But what did they expect? 
Why, that no office would be filled under that rule 
of the Senate—especially at this Executive session, 
when there was no business for such an officer— 
before the second Monday of the next session of 
Congress, be it extra or otherwise. But while this 
was their expectation, and all the advantages 
would result entirely to the benefit of gentlemen on 
the other side—for it was amongst their friends 
that the office would go—while it’ was their ëx- 
pectation that the vacancy would not be filled 
until the regular time of filling it, they found 
notice given on Satarday to proceed on Mon- 
day to an election. The day on which the notice 
was given, too, was well selected; it was a day cn 
which it was almost impossible that any large por- 
tion of the community that might be interested in 
this appointment could become acquainted with 
the facts, for it was a day of storm and tempest, on 
which but few human beings could move about. 
They might, in fact, say that, for all purpcses of 
publicity to the community, ne notice had been 
given at all; for the resolution was laid on the ta- 
bfe on Saturday, when the weather prevented pub- 
licity, and yet they were then called upon to go into 
an election and violate every reason and every 
consideration which had heretofore governed the 
conduct of the Senate. What had this officer to 
do, be he whom he may? for he (Mr. BENTON) 
presumed he was fixed upon—he supposed he was 
already elected, so far as (he substance of the thing 
was concerned—the form only being wanted. 
What had he to do from this time to the second 
Monday of the next session, be it regular or extra? 
He had nothing to do, but, like the members of the 
Senate, go offto a neighboring State if he lived 
there, or to attend to his own business if he lived 
in this city. He had nothing to do from this 
time until the day for regularly making 
the election under the rules of the House. 
Why then this haste—this hot haste? Why pre- 
cipitate an eleciion under such considerations? 
Why violate the rules of the Senate, which had 
been adopted for their Government under such 
circumstances? The amount was small, but it was 
something; and as the Senator from Arkausas had 
said, whether small or great, it was presisely the 
same in principle. When they discovered that 
some officers of the Government, such as marshals 
and districtattorneys had received in fees, as much 
as $20,000, $30,000, and, in some cases, $50,600, 
which was never intended under our form of Go- 
vernment, and they wished to place some limita- 
tion upon it, the gentlemen oa the other side re- 
sisted; and, in this case, they also oppozed any at- 
tempt to limit expenditures. So that the Senator 
from Arkansas was right; be it large or small, the 
resistance was the same. Certainly they (the De- 
mocratic party) had acted on a principle which 
was a fair one—that of not filling an office when it 
was not needed, and when it would give an undue 
advantage to persons on the ground, to the disad- 
vantage of those who were cistant. He. thought 
they ought to postpone this resolution to the second 
Monday of the first session of the 27th Congress; 
he would make that motion, and on this question 
he called for the ayes and noes. : 

The ayes and hoes were ordered. 

Mc MANGUM read several extracts from the 


journal of the Senate, to show that at the extra 
session of 1837, the Senate had elected their Ser- 
geant-at-Arms and other officers. 

Mr. KING sad that what the Senator called an 
extra session, was the first session of the Twenty- 
fifth Congress; and the action of the Senate in ikat 
instance was right and proper, and strictly in ac- 
cordance with what the Democratic Senators now 
contended for. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Benton's 


motion to postpone the consideration of the resolu- . 


tion, and it was decided in the negative—ayes 20, 
noes 26, as follows: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Ala., Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith, of Conn., 
Surgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wright, 
Woodbury, and Young.—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Bates, 
Bayard,Clay, of Ky.,Choate,Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Morehead, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Porier, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith, of Ind., Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, and Wocdbridge.—26. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he had not intended to siy 
a word on this subject, but after what had passed 
he desired now to say a very few words. He came 
into this body in 1833, ina most exciting session 
of the Senate, and of the other branch of Con- 
gress, as many honorable Senators would well re- 
collect; he believed on paper they had then a Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, but he (Mr. Wricnt) never saw 
him, and he did not believe the man was ever in the 
Capito!, from the day on which he (Mr. Waicnr) 
took his seat until the close of that session of Con- 
gress. The duties were discharged by the Door- 
keeper, precisely as they have been since the death 
of the late Sergeant-at-Arms. That too was the 
year of the Presidential election, and an Erecu- 
tive session was held immediately after, but he 
heard nothing of an election of officers of the 
Senate of any kind; but the Doorkeeper acted on, 
and at the commencement of the next annual ses- 
sion of Congress the elections were made; his un- 
derstanding was, that the Sergeant-at-Arms had 
either died or resigned. He mentioned these facts, 
for he was a stranger to this body at that time, and 
he believed he had never seen an occasion in the 
Senate when he supposed there was greater neces- 
sity for all its officers. Gentlemen would bear him 
out when he said that, day by day, during the short 
session, their galleries and lobbies, and not the re- 
cesses merely, but the floor itself, was filled with 
persons who were not members of the Senate, but 
who had admission under the rule. It was the 
most exciting period in the Ristory of the legisla- 
tion of this country that he had ever known; but 
no claim was then set up of any necessity for the 
appointment of these officers at the close of the 
session, and especially at the close of a short Eixecu- 
tive session. He spoke in the hearing of gentlemen 
who were members of the body at that time, and 
who, if he stated the facis incerreetly, could cor- 
rect him; he did not design todoso. Well, what 
was the authority here introduced to justify 
this proceeding? It was, that on the new Con- 
gress being convened in September of 1837, 
the two Houses proceeded to elect their ‘oifi- 
cers. Now, as he had. already admitted, a few 
days ago,-no matter when the two Honses 
shall be convened fur the 27th Congress, then 
they should elect their officers for the Con- 
gress, but not at this Executive sersion of the 
Senate. The Senate, for weeks, had sat there 
quietly with no-Sergeant-at-Arms, or with one 
who did not, perhaps, duriog the whole session, 
appear in the Senate, or not more than once or 
twice; and if the Senate could go on with its busi- 
ness at an exciting period without that officer, 
could there be any necessity for him now, when 
they were convened as an Executive session? But 
perhaps he was departing from the point, for he 
had heard no argument In support of the resolu- 
tion, only that they should put a man at school to 
qualify him fer the office ia time to come. Well, 
if that were a necessary duty, that office was to be 


much more complicated than he had yet known it. g 


nthe 


By their permanent rules they were even without’ 


authority fo provide for contingencies by death or. 
other vacancies, but they had settled the fact that’ 


the election shall ba made—when? A` month; two: 
months, three months, in advance of the time when 
the officer should enter on his duties? ` No: ‘but. he’ 
believed one week afier the Congress had assembled. 
for which the officer was to be elected. He hadne-' 
ver known any such construction of the rales of ihe: 
Senate, nor wassuchan idea ever before entertained, 
that they should put a man through drill and exer-' 
cise to make him competent to perform these 
duties. 3 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was. adopted, ayes 26 noes 19, as follows: z 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Bates, 
Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Choate, Dixon, 
Evans, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Woodbridge, and White—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
koun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert,’ Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wright, 
.Wocdbury, and Young—19. : 

Mr. MERRICK then rose and said: Mr. Presi- 
dent, I nominate Edward Dyer of Washington 
city. ` ETET 

Mr. KING. That is unusual; it is out-of order; 
we mzke no nominations here. o 

Several other Senators made similar obsèrva“ 
tions. 

Mr. MERRICK. Iwas not aware of that. 

The Senate then: proceeded to ballot for a'Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, and the Vice Presipent anncunced 
the result as follows: 

Whole number of votes - - - 46 

Of which Edward Dyer received - ~ 26 

Mr. Dyer was accordingly declared duly elected, 
and took the cath of office. © fo. 


PEECH OF MR. ADAMS, 

: OF MASSACHUSETTS, / i ; 

In the House of Representatives, Februafy 4, 1841—-On. 
the bill providing for an issue of Treasury Notes. 

The House being in Committe of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casey of Illinois in 
the chair,) on the bill providing for an issue of 
Treasury notes; and the questién being on the mo- 
lion to strike out the enacting 

Mr. ADAMS rose and gai: 

Mr. Cyainman: Like the:gentleman who has just 
taken his seat, (Mr. J. Garzanp,) it had not been 
my intention to address the committee upon the 
bill now before it. 
enter into all the topics of controversy which have 
been introduced; it is my intention to make only a 
few remarks. 

In the first place, in reference to this bill: I was 
prepared to vote in favor of jt on the first day on 
which the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means introduced it. I have been prepared to 
vote for it from that day to this-—and to vote for 
it with as much expedition as is generaliy bestow- 
ed upon a bill waking appropriations for the ex- 
penditnres of this and the other House of Congress 
—that usually takes about half an hour in each 
Houce. -This isa bill to raise five millions of dol- 
lars forthe purpose of carrying into effect the en- 
gagements of the nation—to pay the debts of the 
nation—to pay every man or woman that may have 
a just claim upon the Treasury—and,.in voting for 
it, Ido not at all consider myself âs: voting for a 
grant of moncy to the Administration. 
is a ratter of perfect indifference, so far as regards 
this bill, who or what the Administration may be. 
I vote to give the nation the means to pay its own 
debts; and that, too, without stopping to inquire 
how ihe Treasury has come to be iv suth a condi- 
tion as to require the pés:age of this bill and of 
other bills of the same kind for which I have voted 
constantly. T ‘consider myself as voting to enable 
the President of the United States and the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury:to boast, as they have done, that 
every demand upon the nation has been fully and 
faithfully met. The President of the United States 
has-made that boast. Whether it has been. correct- 
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ly made or not, isa question into which I will not ~ 


Itis not now my intention to 
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enter now; but I say, if this has been done, it hss 
been done by donations of money from this and the 
other Elous# of Congress; that it has been done by 
Gondlions Which I, for one, believe might not have 
been needed. I say, therefore, that I” have been, 
and now am, ready to vote for this bill, and that I 
shall vote for it whenever the question comes up. 
-I should probably have preferred the proposition 
- suggested by my friend [Mr. Barnagp] as to the 
form of raising this money, and most especially as 
to (he méans of meeting the eagagemenis which it 
Sontiacts—that is to say, that the means for the 
payment of these five millions of dollars, interest 
and principal, should be provided at the same time. 
That has been the great defect in all the Treasury 
note bills for the last three or four years; they have 
all gone to increase the deficiency ia the Treasury; 
they have all gone to add to your burdens; and they 
have postponed to a fattire day the means- of pay- 
ing that very debt—anot only the debt contracted by 
the notes themselves, but the debt which occasioned 
the necessity of those notes. There is a principle 
of political economy from which I, for one, would 
never depart with my own consent; I never would 
borrow in any form—be it in the form of shinplas. 
térs, Treasury notes, bonds, scrip, or whatever you 
may call it—I never would borrow a dollar with- 
Gat providing the means of paying it. And that is 
the fundawiental principle on which the f unding 
system of Alexander Hamilton was founded at the 
commencement of the existence of this Government. 
He laid down, in his report to Congress, the prin- 
ciple—and that principle is the only one which I 
eonceive to be vital aud esseatial to the justice of 
any thing like borrowing money by Governments 
=—that when you borrow money you shall provide 
the means of discharging the oblivation—principal 
and interest. I say, therefure, that 1 should have 
preferred, and should now preter, if such were the 
opinion of this and the other Elouse of Congress, to 
have made a public loan in a regular form, in 
which ample provision should be made for the 
payment, xot only of the Treasury notes them- 
selves, but of all those arrears and deficiencies 
which they were intended nominally to supply. 
"This must be done hereafter. j 
Now, probably it would not have been necessary 
tor me to have said another syllable, if topics had 
not been introduced into this discussion upon which 
1 do feel myself obliged to say a few words. We 
are about the commencement of a new Adminis- 
tration, A new President is oa his way to this 
city; and itis expected that, within the space of 
one short month, he will assume the posisioa of 
the Chief Magistrate of the country. From that 
cireumstance-—that is lo say, from the introduction 
of a new President in the place of the one who 
now fills the Execative chair—I, for myself, have 
drawn one conclusion. I do not know that it is 
correct——probably it may not meet the views of a 
very large portion of this Flouse; but I have drawn 


the conclusion which I believe the people of the | 


United States have drawn—that is, that the system 
of administration pursued by the present existing 
President is not satisfactory 10 ihe people of this 
nation, and that they choose to have a change. I 
will not enter into the inquiry now whether that 
conclusion is just or not. I think, however, that 
the people have come to it, and I coneur with them 
in it, Ido not think that the political administra- 
tion of the present incumbent is proficable aad use- 
ful to the people of this nation, but that a change 
was a desirable ihing. And there { stop—for my 
part, there Istop. "The people have said who shall 

e at the head of the Administration that is to take 
the place of the present one. I acquiesce in their 
decision. But, sir, Edo not know—I am not in 
the confidence of the heal of the new Administra- 
tion—~F do not know what his system of adminis 
tration will be. A system of administration is, of 
course, a very comprehensive and complicated 
thing. It invoives all the subjects which have been 
brought into discussion on this bill, and which, in 
my opinion, were not proper to te brought into the 
consideration of this bill. Nay, it involves more; 
it involves not only the subject of the finances—it 
involves not only the condition of the Treasury, 
but of our foreign affairs—of our internal affairs 
==0f the relations between the United States and 
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the several Siates—of ouf relations with the Indians 
—of the public lands—ia short, of every thing 
that is connected with the transaction of the public 
affairs of the nation. All of them are parts of one 
system; and almostallof them, if not all, will be 
brought up for consideration ‘here. I say this dis- 
eussion Is premature—that the proper time for it 
has notyet comes You are discussing bere what 
shall be done—whether We are to have an extra 
session—what shall be done with the public lands 
—what shall be done with the State debtswhat 
shall be done with State rights—what shall be done 
as to a National Bank; and yet you do not know 
witat is the opinion of the President elect of the 
United States, who is, on the 4th of March, to take 
the Executive chair. I find in a little book here— 
for which I have great respect, as I presume the 
greater portion of the members of this House have 
—(ihe Con:titution of the United States, which de- 
fines the powers and prescribes the duties of the 
President of the United States)—I say I find it is 
declared that “he (the President) shall from time 
to time give to the Congress information of the 
state of the Union, and recommend to their con- 
sideration such measures as ke shall judge neces- 
sary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary oc- 
casions, convene both Houses, or either of them,” 
&>. What does this say? Why, making the ap- 
plication to the circumstances of the present time, 
it says that when General Harrison sha!l be inau- 
gurated in that chair, or on the steps of the Capitol, 
ov wherever it may be, that then he, he shall deter- 
mine, amongst other things, whether a neces- 
sity for an extra session of Congress exists; and if he 
fiads that necessity, he will say so, and zct accord- 
ingly. It will be his duty to do this; and ifhe does not 
find sach necessity existing, he will say so. What, 
then, is the use of our debating here week after week 
whether itis or isnot necessary to havean extra ses- 
sion? I mention this merely as one example. I 
might go through the whole of those topics which 
have been agitated here for the last three or four 
weeks, and say the very same thing in regard to 
all or them. Weare discussing things, as to which, 
in the first place, we ought to know what are the 
views of this gentleman who is coming here to 
take possession of the powers ihus conferred upon 
him. We have been doing in this House what has 
been doing very much out of it, I believe, too; for 
we are all in public and in private every much ad- 
dicted lo what is called settling tha affairs of the 
nation; we have been doing that. We have been 
making eabinets—~we have all iumed cabinet- 
makers; and [ should have hoped that, amidst this 
immense mass of cabinet-makers, we might have 
found a little inore charity and merey towards 
manufactures thaa we have found. I say we are 
all cabinet-makers. Well, we ask one another 
every day, when we get up in a morning and goto 
breakfast, “Who is to be Secretary of Siate?” 
“Who Secretary of the Treasury?” “Who Post- 
masier Genera!?” ‘Who Scereiary of the Navy?” 
and so on. One says, one day, “It is this man;” 
anotner says, “No, it is another man,” and so on. 
Among other things which I have seen in the news- 
papers, afler the disposition of certain appoint- 
menis to certain gentlemen, and the assignment of 
ceriain positions to individuals who are not to have 
appointments, was the statement that my friend 
from Virginia [Mr. Wise] was to be the leader of 
this House. Well, I thought that as I have been 
and shali be, so long as I remain here, my own 
man, * and no other man’s,” I thought that I should 
be as glad to array himself ander the lead of the 
gentleman from Virginia as under that of any other 
member of this House, most especially from what 
I have seen of his political character for a year or 
two pasi, were it not for a very important and very 
vital thing to my policy, in which I stand at the 
opposite pole from that gentleman. But, alto- 
gether, he has been so chivalric, he has been so ef- 
fective, so efficient, in exposing the abuses of the 
present Administration, at great hazard to himself, 
and, as I thought, laying in for himself a great 
Stock of credit with the people of this country, that 
I have overlooked and forgiven many things in 
which he and I are altogether at variance, and in 
. reference to which I expect that I always shall þe 
» at variance with that gentleman, í 
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When he first reappeared in this House afier an 
absence of considerable tribu'ation 10 himself, and 
which no one regretted more than I did, I thought 
thegentleman assumed, very distinetly, very une- 
quivocally, the position which the newspapers I 
have referred to had given to him—as the leader of 
this House. He assumed the tone and the manner 
belonging to that station, and I noticed it at the 
time in the few remarks that took place between 
him and myself. 

Mr. Wise here rose, iaterrupting Mr. Apams, 
and said, (as the Reporter understood, though it 
was with difficulty he heard, owing to the fact that 
Mr. W. turned to the other side of the House,) the 
gentleman has asserted not that he inferred that I 
assumed any such thing, not thatit was his opinion, 
but I understand him to have asserted the fact, and 
I wish him now to say whether he does assert the 
fact that I assumed that tone? 

Mr. Apams. Iam glad to repeat the assertion I 
made when the gentleman put the question to me 
on a former occasion. I did not say, nor intend to 
say, that he had announced himself, as from his 
installation, as the leader of this House. What I 
said, and what I now say is, that the tone and man- 
ner with which he came into this House after his 
absence, were such as to assume ipso facto, whether 
recognised by this House or not, the position of 
leader. That is what I said, and that is what I re- 
peat, And in saying this, I must return my sincere 
and cordial thanks to the gentleman for having 
said, on that occasion, that he should be extremely 
averse and unwilling to quarrel with me. Those, 
Í believe, were his words; I do not misrepresent 
them. 

Mr. Wise bere called upon Mr. Avams to desig- 
nale the time at which this cceurrence had taken 

lace. 
P Mr. Apams. Ii was at the re-appearance of the 
gentleman in his seat here after a long absence oc- 
casioned by sickness. I believe the committee 
have a pretty distinct recollection of what took 
place then, if the gentleman has not. 

Mr. Wise was understood to say that he had no 
knowledge of any re-appearance, or of any era 
which could be exactly characterized by the term 
re-appearance. 

Mr. Apams. I will not take issue with the gen- 
teman on that point. The time when I first no- 
ticed the gentleman’s assumption in this House— 
as E consider it, not as he announced it—of the po- 
sition of leader which the newspapers had assigned 
to him, is not many days past; it is within the re- 
collection of all the members now present and then 
present. It was not at the last session of Congress; 
and if he isinany manner hurt at the use of the 
term “‘re-appearance,” I will retract it—and I will 
say it was his appearance on that particular occa- 
sion. The gemleman, very much to my regret, 
and to thet, I presume, of a majority of this 
House, and f trast I may say of the people of this 
nation, was for a considerable portion of the last 
session of Congress and of the present absent from 
his seat. I regvetied it; not only from the circum- 
stance itself and from my friendly feelings towards 
him, but from the cause, which I understood to be 
very severe indisposition, However, as I have 
said, if the word “re-appearance” has any thing in 
it offensive to him, | withdraw it, I simply refer 
to a particular time whichis within the recollection 
of every member now here and who was here then. 
And it was at the same time when the gentleman, 
amongst other things, said that General Harrison 
was under more obligation to him than he was to 
General Harrison. I considered that asof itself 
not only assuming the position of leader here, but 
asserting that there was a balance of accounts due 
between him and General Harrison which the gen- 
tileman expected to receive at some time or other. 
That was the time to which I refer. 

Mr. Wiss here intimated that he did not precise- 
ly hear what the gentleman had said. 

Mr. Apams. What I understood the gentleman 
to say was, that General Harrison owed more to 
him than he owed toGeneral Harrison; and I say I 
I inferred from that there was a balance of accounts 
to be settled between them, which the gentleman ex- 
pected to receive in due time. lt was also at the time 
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of duellisog, whieh, not to misrepresent him, I 
will read from a ‘report of the remarks which I 
found ia the National Intelligencer. If they are 
not correctly reported, I desire’ the gentieman to 
say so. : i 

Mr. A. then sentto the Clerk’s table the follow- 
ing report, taken from thə “National Intelligencer,” 
and which was read by the Clerk: 

Mr. Wise then rose and said: Mr. Chairman, I do not think 
Lever will give way, while I have the floor, to another scene 
of this sort. Toe anti-dnelling bill is produciag its bitter 
fruits—it is making this House a mere “bear-garden.” We 
have an example in the present instance. Here, with permis- 
sion of the Chair and committee, and without a call to or- 
der from any body, we sée and hear one member [Mr, 
Jonson] say to ano:her (Mr. Duncan] “that he had been 
pranded ag a coward ou this floor;” the other says back that “he is 
a liar!” And, sir, there the matter will stop—-there will be 
no fight, 

Mr. Wise. Thatis a correct report. 

Mr. Apams. It is a correct repor? Well, sir, 
It was suggested to me by a friend of mine that it 
was not correct, although my own recollection in- 
clined me to the belief that it was. But, however 
that may be, the gentleman now vouches that it is 
a correct report. I was going to say that I return 
him my cordial thanks for the assertion which he 
made to me, and which I do not expect he is about 
to recall, (though, if he does, of course I must sub- 
mit;) I say that assertion was heard by me with 
great pleasure. He said (or words to that effect) 
that there was no member here with whom he 
would be more unwilling to quarrel than with me; 
and he conveyed this sentiment in complimentary 
expressions with regard to my age and experience, 
and those things which, he said, entitled me to his 
general respect. I thank him cordially for all 
this, and I am glad to have an opportunity of as- 
suring him that there is no gentleman in this House 
with whom I would be more unwilling to quarrel 
than with him. And I do not intend ever to quar- 
rel with him, whether he thinks proper to quarrel 
with me or not. If he intends to do so, that is his 
concern. Therefore, I do not mean to do him in- 
justice in any shape or form; and I declare that it 
is with extreme pain and reluctance that I have 
said what I have said, and shall say what I still 
have to say in relation to that gentleman. 

He has acknowledged the report of his remarks 
on the subject of duelling to be just and true. And 
what is the inference I draw? He gave an account 
of a very unpleasant scene between two members 
on this floor—a painful scene, I suppose, to him 
and me—much so to me—and his lamentation in 
consequence of it was, that “there would be no 
fight.” That was one of the “bitter fruits,” he 
said, “of the duellicg law.” 

Mr. Wise here rose and said that he took this 
personal reference as anact of great injustice. 
The language he had used was incapable of such a 
construction by any torture, of malice itself, even 
from a foe—much less from a gentleman with 
whom he desired, with whom it was his pride, to 
be friendly. I say (continued Mr. W.) that such 
a construction cannot be justly put upon my lan- 
guage; itis not the meaning I intended. And the 
gentleman, whilst in the very act of disclaiming 
any intention to do me injustice, is doing me most 
violent injustice—an injustice which he is obliged 
to go out of his way to do—an injustice which 
cannot possibly be founded in a good or friendly 
motive of any description. I say so with pain and 
regret 

Mr. Apams. The gentleman has given notice 
in the newspapers to his constituents that they must 
not form their opinion about his course until be 
had written out his remarks. He is going to write 
them out. I hope, when he does so, he will write 
that passage as a part of his speech; and then, 
when it goes forth to the whole people of this na- 
tion—duellists and non-duellists—I am willing to 
leave the construction of what the gentleman at 
that time said, to their unbiassed, unsophisticated 
sense, and to.stand at issue with him on the point. 
Let him reply as he pleases—I say it is the fair 
construction of his language, that his lamentation 
was for the loss of the fight that might have ensued 
if the thing had occurred before the passage of the 
duelling jaw. 

Mr. Wise called Mr. Apams to order—insisting 
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that no more violent insult could be offered to him, 
as a genileman, than this. 

[The confusion in the Hall was here so great 
that the reporter could not hear more than the 
general purport of what was said; but he under- 
stood Mr. Wise as saying}— ` 

That if the venerable gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts (and he, Mr. W. used this term in no 
cant seriousness, but in that sincere respect which 
age should always command) was permitted to 
pursue this course of personal insult, after the dis- 
claimer he (Mr. W.) had made that such was not 
his meaning, he would be compelled to use lan- 
guage to that gentleman which was not becoming 
the order of this House, and which he would not 
use if he could avoid it. 

The Caainman said he did not understand the 
gentieman trom Massachusetts (Mr. Apams) as 
making personal allusions to the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Wise.) 

Mr. Wise. I understand the gentleman as re- 
peating as fact that which is unfounded and un- 
just—(I apply this language not personally, but 
merely as repelling the imputation upon me)—not 
to use stronger language—namely, that I meant to 
encourage a fight, or lamented that there would 
not be one. I denied it, and yet, in the face of 
that denial, the gentleman persists in adding insult to 
injury—injury, in the first place, in attributing to me 
a meaning which I never had, and insult in re- 
peating it after I had disclaimed it. I call the gen- 
tleman to order, and ask for the decision of the 
Chair.—[{The closing sentence was not heard dis- 
tinctly by the Reporter—but it was understood to 
be, that if the committee permitted the gentleman 
to proceed, and he persisted in this course of re- 
mars, he (Mr. W.) would hurl an insult at him 
which, if he were not a venerable gentleman, would 
have its meaning. ] 

The Craraman said: Tae Chair does not under- 
stand the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Apams) as making a personal reference to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Wiss,) but simply as 
giving his views of certain remarks made by the 
latter gentleman. 

Mr. Wise. And the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts is reiterating the charge thatsuch was my 
meaning, after I had disclaimed it. 

The Cuairman. The Chair did not understand 
the gentleman from Massachusetts as saying that 
such was the meaning of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, but only as asserting that such was the con- 
struction which he put upon the language. 

Mr. Wise was understood to say (though very 
doubtfully heard) that he lamented that this House 
having, by its law, stopped duelling, did not at the 
same time take upon itself to provide a remedy by 
putting a stop to insult. He would not appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts might take his own track—he (Mr. 
W.) would take his. 

Mr. Apams. I am glad that the gentleman is 
willing I should take my own track; and if he will 
do me the favor not to make three speeches to my 
one, he will confer an additional obligation upon 
me. He is perfectly at liberty to make what reply 
he chooses. He may,if he likes, insult me, as he 
threatens that he will. I have said I shall not 
quarrel with him. What did he mean by saying 
that these were the bitter fruits of the duelling 
law? Was it sach a scene as that which happened 
in the House that called forth this expression? No; 
such scenes have happened twenty times before, 
when there was no duelliag law. The object of 
the duelling law was to prevent such scenes—and, 
although it has not entirely done so, yet! thank 
God that ithas produced a good effect; for the gen- 
tleman himself foresaw that there would be no 
fight. After what has taken place in this House 
already, it would have been a deep aggravation to 
my feelings if thére had been a fight, and these 
gentlemen [Messrs. W. C. Jounson and Duncan] 
had hurt each other. And that which is to the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wreg] the bitter 
fruit of that law is to me its most glorious frait— 
for it has prevented the fight which frequently fol- 
lowed similar collisions between members of this 


House. The gentleman was all ready to go out on: 


a mere excuse for doing so-wit would have given 


him great delight if some more Gilley scenes had 
been enacted in this House. © 80 8 : 

Mr. JenrreR here rose and called Mr. A pams to 
order—at the same time appealing to the Chair to 
enforce the rules of the House. EN 

Mr. Anprews rose fora similar purpose. =< 

Mr. THomrson, of South Carolina, said some-: 
thing, which, amidst the great uproar, the Reporter 
could neither hear nor understand. bee ee 

Mr. Wiss hoped the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts would not be stopped. Let him go on; let him 
throw out his venom—bitter, malicious, deadly 
as it was. Ifhe (Mr. W.) would have an oppor- 
tunity to reply, that was all he asked. : 

Mr. Apams. Certainly the gentleman shall have 
an opportunity to reply to his heart’s content. I 
stand upon ground which I do not mean to concede 
to him. I maintain that the duelling law is one of 
the best Jaws that ever was enacted. 

Mr. Anprews here rose and inquired of the 
Chair what was the question.- He rose to a point 
of order, and he should insist upon a decision. 

The Cuainmaw said the debate had taken an ex- 


ceedingly wide range; and that the Chairman could ~ 


not stop it now, so long as personalities were 
avoided. f : 

Mr. Axprews. Does the Chair decide: that it is 
in order for the gentleman from. Massachusetts to 
proceed in the manner in which he is now address- 
ing the committee? 

The Cuarrman said that, whilst the gentleman 
from Massachusetts avoided personalities, the 
Chair, looking to the range of debate which had 
hitherto been allowed, could not arrest him. 


Mr. Anprews appealed from the decision of the ` 


Chair; but, almost in the same instant, withdrew 
the appeal. 

Mr. Apams proceeded. The subject I have now 
touched’ upon is not so wide and remote from the 
subject before the committee as the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. ANpRews] and the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. JENIFER] appear to suppose. Tam 
going to give to this committee, if I may be permit- 
ted, my reasons for not being willing to put myself 
under the lead of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Wiss,] as the representative of the next Ad- 
ministration in this House; and among those rea- 
sons is his deliberate and oft-repeated opinion that 
the practice of duelling ought to be allowed in this 
District between the members of this House, and 
that the duelling law, in making wh'ch I take to 
myself the pride of having had an effective instru: 
mentality, and which I am bound not to see treated 
with contempt, has been productive of bitter fruits, 
And this is not the first time that the gentleman has 
uttered such sentiments; he has. repeatedly before 
expressed his opinion about the bitterness of the 
fruits of that law. I say, therefore, that [ will not 
put myself under the lead of any professed duellist, 
whether he thirsts for blood or not, whether, after 
having shot a man through the heart, he can go on 
and shed tears for his fate. ; 

Mr. Caryn here rose to a point of order—remark- 
ing thatthe committee might assure itself he would 
not withdraw it. : , 

The Cuatrman. The Chair hopes that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] will not 
proceed further in this strain of remark. = 

Mr. W. Cost Jounson wished, he said, to-gain 
the floor for a moment, if he could. °°" 

Mr. Apams. There isanother duellist. : 

Mr. Jounson proceeded. He said that, as bis 
name had been read aloud from the Clerk’s table, he 
wished te make one remark: He made ‘it lest this 
discussion should go further, and take a latitude 
which he should himself grieve to be indulged. I 
shall only say, that Ipresume the member to whom 
I once made allusion here [Mr. Duncan] has been 
satisfied with his position. I am satisfied with 
mine. I shall notrefer to him again; anà I pre- 
sume we both consider the account settled and ba- 
lanced. But I will say that, saving and excepting 
that individual, to whom I disclaim making any re- 
ference now or hereafter, and saving and excepting 
the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, ifany 
„mån, no matter of what party or polities he may 
pe, makes one single indelicate allasion: to me, 


-whether I will or will not pursue ihis course. Or 


that, he will see what will be the consequencer-lie 


-Sei 


Lee 


Feb. 1 


841. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Treasury Note Bill—Mr. Adams. 


322 
H. of Reps. 


will see whether tbere will bea fight or not. I 
givethis:as a fair monition to this House. 

Mr. Apams.. He. will see. what-he will see. 

In what I have said;.and in what.I am yet about 
to say, if. in order, ifithe committee, and espe cially 
the duellists of: this:commiitee, wiil permit me, my 
objèct: iSto: assign “reasons why I will never put 
myself under the lead of a professed duellist in 
this House; and; f or that purpose, I must remark 
apon the duelling law, being the thing which pro- 
hibits:that practice, 

Mr. Wise:again rose tọ order. 

Mr. Apams. Let me proceed; you may havea 
week:to answer me, if you choose. ; 

Mr. .Wisr.. I may not have an opportunity 
Doesthe gentleman from Massachusetts intimate 
that I ama. professed duellist because | might, 
under certain circumstances, fight? 1 never 
shot:a. man:through the beart, nor has any man 
been:laid in the grave by my bullet., I have uni- 
formly denounced the practice. I abhor it. I 


have avoided it, and, if possible, I will avoid it to’ 


the day:.of my. death: . I know of no character 
more to: be abhorred than:that of a professed duel- 
list.: Ihave been engaged in duels, and, if such 
eases should. again: occur, I might.do ‘as: I have 


done: befdre.:., Butvif. the gentleman means to de- . 


signate/me as..such a character, I will ask him to 
lay his hand upon the time or occasion when I 
ever professed.more.than this—that I, for one, like 
my ‘friend. from Maryland [Mr. Jounson] would 
not be bound .by that act, if sucha case should 
again occur; and that, so far as I am a duellist, the 
act:is mere brutum fulmen; it has no force upon 
me.’ And all Ihave said of it was, that, without 
the power to prevent a fight, it gave all the en- 
couragement to a quarrel. 

Mr, Apams.:;. Iam not willing to be led away 
by: false issues. I did not charge the gentleman 
with being a.duellist. He knows.what his pro‘es- 
sions! are; and: hbe knows what his practice is. I 
did not-charge him, I say, with being a duellist. I 
said. that,.as.a public man, I never would put my- 
selfiunder the lead of a professed duellist; and I re- 
peat: it. The gentleman now declares in the face 
of:.the, committee, that he abhors the. practice of 
duellings I am extremely happy to hear it, and I 
hope that his practice from this day to the end of 
his life will confirm that profession. 

Now, in regard to the practice of duelling. I do 
understand the gentleraan as maintaining that duel- 
ling between. members of this House, for matters 
passing witbin.this House, is a practice that ought 
notte. be suppressed. I understand him to main- 
tain that doctrine now. I maintain the contrary; 
and: I: maintain it for- the independence..of this 
House:-for my own independence—for the inde- 
pendence of those with whom | act—for the inde- 
pendence of the members from the Northern sec- 
tion of this country, who not only abhor duelling. in 
theory but in practice, and in consequence of which 
members -from other sections are perpetually in- 
sulting; them on this. floor, under the impression 
that the insult will not be resented. 

Me... Gampsetn, of. South Carolina rose and 
called: Mr. Apams, to. order. 

The Cuainman said something, of which the Re- 
porter .could not hear a word; (the House at this 
moment being in a-state of tempestuous uproar.) 

Wheh the voice of Mr, Apams again caught the 
sarol :the-Reporter; Mr. A. was proceeding as {ol- 

OWS i oo Wa tat, i 

Would you smother discussion. on the duelling 
law? Thereisnota pointin the affairs of this na- 
ton more important than this very ‘practice of dú- 
e'V'ng-—considered asa point-of honor inone part 
„of. the Union, and a point of infamy in. another 
pest of the Union—with its consequences. I say 
there is no more. important: subject. that can go 
toh, North and South, East and West; and I, 
tlusefore, take my issue upon it. Ihave come 
kere determined- to do so between the different por- 
tians of this House, andin. order to see whether 
iis practice is to be continued; whether the mem- 
bas: from that section of the Union whose princi 
Ples.are against. duelling are to be insulted upon 


every. topic of. diseussion, becanse itis supposed: 
that.the.insult.will not be resented, and that “there: 


will be no fight.” As to the gentleman’s theory or 


` him and another member of this House. 


i pract:ce, Í will say no more about it. Lask the 
: Clerk to read the first section of a jaw of oneof 


the States of this Union; and I suppose, on hearing 
itread, the gentleman will know to what State I 
refer. 


The Clerk then read as follows: 

AN ACT to suppress duelling—Passed January 26, 1810, 

Whereas experience has evinced that the existing remedy for 
the suppression of the barbarous custom of duelling is inade- 
quate to the purpose; and the progress and consequences of the 
evil have become so destructive as to require an effort, on the 
part of the Legislature, to arrest a vice the result of ignorance 
and barbarism, justified neither by the precepts of moralit: 
nor by the dictates of reason. Fortheremedy whercof— ` 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That any person 
who shail hereafter wilfully and maliciously, or by previous 
agreement, fight a duel or single combat with auy engine, in- 
strument, or weapon, the probahle consequence of which might 
be the death of either party, and, in so doing, shall kill his anta: 
gonist or any other person or persons, or inflict such wound as 
that the person injured shall die thereof within three months 


thereafter, such offender, his aiders, abettors, and counsellors, ’ 


being thereof duly convicted, shall be guilty of murder, and suf- 
fer death by being hanged by the neck; any law, custom, or 
usage of this Commonwealth to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Now, said Mr. A. read the second:section. 
And the Clerk read as follows: 
. 2 And be it further enacted, That, if any person whatso- 
ever shall challenge another to fight a duel with any weapon, or 


` in any manner whatsoever, the probable issue of which may or. 


might result in the death of the challenger or challenged; or if 
any person shall accepta challenge or fight a duel withany wea- 
pon, or in any way whatsoever, the probable issue of which 
may or might terminate in the death of the challenger or chal- 
lenged, such person shall be incapable of holding or being elect- 


:.ed to any post of profit, trust, or emolument, civil or military, 
under the Government of this Commonwealth. 


3. And be it further enacted, That, from and after the pass- 
ing of this act, every person who shall be appointed to any of- 
ficeor place, civil or military, under this Commonwealth, shall, 
in addition to the oath now prescribed by law, take the follow- 
ing oath: I do solemnly swear or affirm (as the case may be) 
that I have not been engaged in a due, by sending or accepting 
a challenge to fight a duel, or by fighting a duel, or in any other 
manner, in violation of the act entitled An act to suppress duel- 
ling, since the passage of that act, nor will Í be so concerned, 
directly or indirectly, in such duel, during my continuance in 
office. So help me God.— Virginia Revised Code, 1, 583. 

Mr. A continued. Tuere are also other sections, 
which it is not necessary to read. The gentleman 
can probably tell this House what State has such a 
law, and can tell us what are the bitter fruits of that 
law. 

I was going on to say that the reason why I 
brought this subject into the discussion is, because it 
is most intimately connected with all the transac- 
tions in this House and this nation—and because I 
think it is time to settle this question between the 
due}lists and non-duellists, whoever they may be. 
I say that, in consequence of my principles and 
what I believe to be the principles of a very large 
portion of the people in that part of the country 
from which I come, I will not, as regards the ap- 
proaching Administration, put myself under the 
lead of any man who considers the duelling law in 
this District as having borne any bitter fruits what- 
ever. It may not, indeed, be sufficiently potent in 


` its operation to prevent the thirst for blood which 
i follows offensive words; but I believe it has pre- 
` vented and will prevent any such occurrences as 


we have witnessed here. But as it bears upon the 
affairs of the nation, I am not willing to sit any 
longer here and see other members from my own 
section of country, or those who may be my suc- 
cessors here, made subject to any such law as the 
law of the duellist; I am unwilling that they should 
not have full freedom of speech in this House on 
all occasions—as much so as the primest duellist 
in the land. I do not want to hear perpetual in- 
timations when a man from one part of the coun- 
try means to insult another coming from other 
parts of the country—as, “I am ready to answer 
here or elsewhere”—and, ‘the gentleman knows 
where I am to be found;” saying, as the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr, W. C. Jounson) did just now, 
that he would call to account any person who dared 
make allusion to what had taken place between 
T do not 
intend to hear that, any more for myself or others, 
if Lean help it. Therefore, I move to bring the 
matter up for full discussion here—whether we are 
to be twitted and taunted with remarks, that a man 
is ready to meet us here or elsewhere. - It goes to 
‘the independence of this House; it goes to the inde- 
pendence of every individual member: of this 
House; it goes to the right of speech ‘and the free- 
dom of. debate. in this House; and. I. felt myself 
-bound to bear. my testimony in the most decided 


| Manner-against the practice of dueling, or any 


‘thing: in the shape of even a virtual challenge 


; taking place in this House, now and forever. If 


the committee thinks proper to put me down, after 
a debate of three weeks involving almost every to- 
pic under the sun, and in which not one man has 
been called to order, I must submit. It shall go 
out to the country, and I am willing that the sober 


‘sentiment of the whole nation shall be my final 


judge on this subject. I take issue now with the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] on that law, 
and on the practice of duelling. Let him say what 
he thinks proper on the subject: let it go forth to 
the nation: let it go forth to his constituents. He 
once, in a public address to his constituents, used 
as a sərt of apology, that his constituents demand- 
ed—that they insisted—he should fight whenever 
his honor was offended. Probably I misappre- 
hended him: if so, he can correct me. Well—if 
his constituents call upon him to fight a duel, mine 
insist upon me that I shall not; and so do the con- 
stituents of other members on this floor, from the 
same section of country. 

Mr. Wise here desired to explain, in justice te 
his constituents and himself, that he had never 
made such a declaration as that his constituents 
demanded he should fight. He had never said so. 
He was not responsible for his principles as to. duel- 
ling, except as between himself and his God. But 
from some misrepresentalions which had been 
made against him on a- certain occasion, he had, in 
justice to himself, told his constituents that he ex- 
pected to be tried by them, by their public senti- 
ment. He repeated, he had never said that his 
constituents ever demanded of him to fight. There 
was more than a political relation between himself 
and his constituents—a relation of personal affec- 
tion—and he had not a friend among the thousands 
he could number, in his district, who did not pray 
for him and to him continually, to avoid fighting. 
Whenever he did, from necessity, fight, he fought 
against their will. They knew it, and he knew it! 
and he must say that he never fought but against 
his own will also 

Mr. Apams. What the gentleman does accord- 
ing to his own will, or against it, is no matler of 
discussion here or with me. I do not mean to mis- 
represent him in this case.. I did understood that 
in a publication of his, be apologized for having 
been concerned in an affair of this kind, on the 
ground of public sentiment amongst his constitu- 
ents, of a necessity imposed upon him by their opi- 
nions; thereby intimating, as I understood it, that a 
majority of his constituents, or probably all of 
them, thought as he did on that point, ` I am wil- 
ling that his explanation should go out. I under- 
stand him now to say thathe was never engaged in 
such an affair except against his own will. 

And here [take issue with the gentleman ona 
principle of fact, and I say I hope it is not to be 
the rule of this House, nor ever admitted, that a 
solemn law, passed by both Houses of Congress 
and approved by the President, is to be spolien of 
with contempt and derision, because it restrains 
duelling. The criminal law of his own State—thaf 
cannot affect him. He bids defiance to it, as he dues 
to the Jaw of this District. He must adhere to his 
principles. They are between him and his God, 
he said; but I tell him that I will never put myself 
under the lead of a man who professes any such 
principles one way or another. There is a funda- 
mental objection to it, because (this is the inference 
I draw, he may disclaim it if be pleases) the same 
principle is to be used as an instrument for politi- 
cal purposes in this House—the principle of duel- 
ling upon necessity or public sentiment, that is to 
be carried into effect in this House—that is to say, 
by brow-beating gentlemen who are known to 
maintain another principle. But, Mr. Chairman, 
I will say no more on that subject. 

Another reason why I am not disposed to follow 
the lead of the gentleman trom Virginia is, that 
about the same time that, in the speech relating to 
the duelling Jaw, he unfolded the standard of his 
allegiance, he unfolded also what I would call the 
cverseer’s standard. The word “overseer” has a 
technical meaning in a certain portion of this conn- 
try which I suppose will be understood by all. The. 
overseer standard denotes the exclusion of nine pe- 


: titions out of every ten that come from States ly- 
“ing north of Mason and Dixon’s line, and the re- 
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ception of all petitions coming from the South of 
Mason and Dixon’s line. That is now the law of 
this Congress. If it was couched in such language— 
if, instead of the words in which the twenty-first 
rule of this House is expressed, it was in the words 
following: “Resolved, That alë petitions from the 
South of Mason and Dixon’s‘line shall be reeeived, 
and considered, and treated with respect, and that, 
of all petitions from the: Nérth of Mason and Dix- 
on’s line, not exceeding ofe in ten shall be received 
and considered by this Honse’—if, I say, it was in 
these words, the exact operation of the rule would 
be expressed. I speak of matters of fact. Ihave 
now in my possession one hundred petitions from 
the north of Mason and Dixon’s line, and of these 
not one in ten will be received. And yet whoever 
heard of a petition from the south of Mason and 
Dixon’s line being refused? There has not been 
a single instance of the kind. Tat is the opera- 
tion of your rule as it now stands; and, exclusive, 
odious, and partial as it is, the gentleman now 
wants to extend it further. Under, that rule, the 
Speaker (who has himself, supported by a majori- 
ty of this House, extended it already far beyond 
what I believe it imported) has decided that if mat- 
ter to be excluded under it is, in the same petition, 
connected with other matter not tobe excluded, the 
petition shall be received for so much as does not 
fall within the rule. But the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia is not satisfied with that. He is for exclud- 
ing every thing that is tainted, according to his 
keen scent, with the offence for which other parts 
of the petition are to be excluded; if there is even 
a scintilla of any thing which he thinks tainted with 
Abolition, it is to be excluded. And if the House 
should think proper to confirm that view, instead 
of one petition out of ten from the north of Mason 
and Dixon’s line being received, we shall have to 
be satisfied with the reception of one in twenty. 
Yes, sir, twenty to one! because the petitions come 
from the north of Mason and Dixon’s line. That 
is what the gentleman is now struggling for, with 
the aid of his friend from Georgia, [Mr. Buack,] 
who kas appealed from the decision of the Speaker 
~-and for whose anti-Abolitionism I give him the 
due credit—the geographical credit which belongs 
tohim. Sir, this is theoverseer’scolor. The stan- 
dard which the gentleman has raised for the next 
Administration consists of three colors; the first, 
black—that is the overseer’s color; the second is 
red—that is the quelling color; the third is the 
pale dirty white—the white of Nullification—the 
pallid, death-like color of Nallification, That is the 
three-colored standard which the gentleman from 
Virginia intends to hoist when he takes the lead of 
the affairs of the next Administrajion inthis House. 
Now, I do not intend to place myself under that 
standard. I am here awaiting the installation of the 
next President of the United States. Iam waiting 
to be informed what his system of Administration 
is tobe. And I am waiting with the intention and 
determination to support that system, whatever it 
may be, to the utmost extent of my power, consis- 
tently with the duty which I owe to my country, 
to my constituents, to myself, and my God. The 
main principle upon which I intend to proceed is, 
the support of the coming Administration. It is 
the principle upon which I supported this and the 
last Administrations. Ihave supperted both of 
them in this House, and on very critical occasions. 
Among the rest, on one measure which the gentle- 
man disclaimed with horror. I mean in the eon- 
troversy with South Carolina Nullification. I sup- 
ported the Administration upon that poiat, I sup- 
ported that Administration, at no small hazard to 
myself, upon another important occasion.. I have 
supported this Administration upon points as, to 
which I understand the gentleman from Virginia to 
have come out with a declaration of war; I mean 
upon what is called the bill for suppressing frauds 
on the revenue, and the bill which was annexed 
to itby the Senate, giving a legislative construc- 
tion to some of the existing acts of Congress 
in relation to the revenue. I do. not mean to en- 
ter into a discussion of those matters now. I 
had.not the good fortune to hear the gentleman’s 
observations on this subject, although I heard of 
them much. Probably, if I had not heardso much 
of them, I should not haverisen now. But I think 


-day. 


of them as of most other things I speak of now, as 
premature-—not proper for discussion at this time. 
ĮI do not mean to discuss them now, but I will say 
that, as to the bill for the suppression of frauds on 


the revenue, and the other bill which was annexed . 


to it by the Senate at the last session, they were 
both Administration measures, and that, so far as I 
could in this House, or on the Committee on Ma- 
nufactures, of which I wasthen and am now a 
member, I was for supporting both those measures, 
coming as they did from the Treasury Department, 
for the purpose of making some provision to meet 
those difficulties which were occurring from day to 
I say I supported them. 
first of the two bills here to this House, and I ċar- 
ried it, not only against the opposition of the gen- 
tleman.from Virginia, [Mr. Wisz,]} but against the 
opposition of many others, of whom he will not 
consider it a disparagement to say that their opi- 


nion is worthy of as much consideration as his. I 


say I carried the bill through this House by a lafge 
majority; it went to the Senate, and then the Senate 
thought proper te add to it another bill, which had 
been referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means of this House, and not to the Committee on 
Manufactures; and when ia the Senate, it was re- 
ferred to the same committee of that body. They 
put the two bills together as one; and when the bill 
came back to this House in this form, I was wil- 
ling to take it so, as also was the Commitiee on 
Manufactures, with its amendments and the addi- 
tional bill to it. It was defeated, but not by the 
gentleman from Virginia. Mr. Robert Jaffray has 
told a story as to how it was defeated; whether true 
or false, I do not know. The gentleman before me 
{Mr. HoLmes] is one of those who opposed the bill 
with great ability—-manfully, openly—but, so far 
as the matter went, unsuccessfully; and if gentle- 
men had not been called away from their Cham- 
pagne dinner, Mr. Jaffray seems to think that the 
bill might still have passed. I regret that it did not 
pass, for this reason, that although I acted quo ad 
hoc as the friend of the Administration, yet | did so 
under the strong desire of the Administration that 
the bill should pass. If, therefore, there is a charge 
of a lurking tariff under it, not to me, but to the 
Administration it must be traced. I was willing to 
support the bill; [am willing to do so now. But 
the Committee on Manufactures have not reported 
itat the present session, because they thought the 
discussion of it premature; because the cry of tariff, 
tariff, tariff, might be raised against it. But my 
opinion is, that, as to a tariff, as to any addition of 
duties now, it is incompetent, itis good for nothing; 
and when we areto have the battle about the tariff, 
I am willing to have it all at once. Ido not want 
to have the discussion ,now upon trifling matters, 
about five cent pieces. Let us have the whole 
question at once; and I hope that my friends will 
be ready for it, if 1 am not here; for, at my time of 
life, I cannot answer for six months. I do not 
know, therefore, whether I shall be here then, or 
have any thing to say. But whatever I have to 
say in reply to the gentleman or any body else, I 
shall reserve until that time. I will not discuss 
the matter now. I will simply add that as to the 
question of duties upon silks and wines which has 
been diseussed here with so much ferccity and with 
the loss of so much ammunition—to say nothing 
more—I know, as a member of the Committee on 
Manufactures, of only one single article to which 
that discussion can nuw refer—I speak of the bill 
reported from the Committee on Manufactures last 
year, at the solicitation of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, for increasing the tax upon silks. There 
is nota word about wines or linens, or any other 
articles brought in here. The Secretary of the 
Treasury himself, in his annual report of the last 
year, mentions those articles upon which duties 
might be laid to meet a deficiency in the Treasury, 
without affecting the compromise act; and it wasin 
consequence of that recommendation that the bill 
was brought in by the Committee on Manufactures 
of this House. I have been willing to meet it here; 
but I do not feel at all concerned about it, because 
however anxious the present Administration were 
last summer to increase the revenue in order to 
meet its engagements, I think I can see that they 


care nothing about it now. They are willing to 


I introduced the’ 


leave the matter to their successors; they donot 
want to put into the Treasury any more” money 
than will enable them to pay off their obligations 
from this time to the third day of March. ‘There- 
fcre, not being desirous to fight the battles of cone: 
stituents who do not choose to have their battles: 
fought, I shall take no pains to bring. before the 
House either of the bills referred to. But Tam 
ready to vote upon them, if they should come up. 

So in relation to an extra session. The gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Wise] says he will votefor 
this bill; and one reason is, to prevent the necessity of 
an extra session. Why, sir, it seems to me that this is 
idle discussion here. It is not we who are to decide 
whether there shall be an extra session or not, Not 
at all—not at all. I presume the gentleman from 
Virginia knows that, in all probability, this’ bill 
will pass; that these five millions of dollars will. 
be furnished. Money is all thatis wanted at the 
Treasury until the third of March; and, as to an 
extra session, how can we determine whether it 
shall be or no? Why do we talk about it? Itis 


_ for that man who is coming here to discharge those 


high duties to which the people of this country have 
called him—TI say, itis for him tô determine, upon 
a full view of all things, whether the ‘necessity for 
an extra session exists or not. I do not want to 
forestall him—much less to dictate to him, T-have 
no balance of accounts to settle with him. TF owe 
him no obligation; he owes me none—certainly 
none that I shall ever remind him of in this ‘House. 
But it is for him to determine; and I am willing tò 
leave it to his unbiassed’ judgment to decide, upon 
his own view of the affairs of the nation, whe- 
ther he will call Congress together or not. The 
responsibility is not upon us; it is sufficient for us 
to meet in our places here, if he should call us to- 
gether. l i 

And I take the same ground in relation to a distri- 
bution of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
—to the financial ,condition of the States of this 
Union—and toa National Bank. Sir,’ it appears 
to me that, when the President of the United States 
is installed, at which time this question of a Na- 
tional Bank must come before him, he. will decide it 
with a view to all the interests of this country. How 
shall we decide here, if at all? We passed’a reso- 
lution three or four years since, introduced by the 
then chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means—a gentleman not now a member of ‘this 
House, [Mr. Cambreleng]—declaring that ‘there 
ought not to be a National Bank. How long that 
state of opinion may last I will not undertake ‘to 
say. I do not know. But when the President of the 
United States recommends to Congress (ifhe should 
ever do so) the establishment of a National Bank, 
then, I think, will be the time for discussing “the 
question, and not now. cook tan 

So as to the State debts. It seems to me that: it 
is hardly possible to get up here and speak on any 
subject: whatever, but what some member rises from 
his seat with a cry of horror against the assump- 
tion of State debis; and many gentlemen have'told 
you that one reason why they will vote against any 
distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands is, because there can be only one mode of 
enabling the States to pay their debts. Upon this sub- 
ject of the assumption of State debts, there is much 
to be said, when the proper time comes, ` I'think I 
have demonstrated in this Honse, on. a ‘récent öc- 
casion, that, under this outcry against the assump- 
tion of State debts, the Government’ ef the United 
States has, de facto, assumed a very considerable 
amount of State debts; that it had been done by directe 
ing the Executive Departments to invest funds, not 
their own, but trust funds, which were in the hands 
of the nation—funds belonging to others—in State 
stocks. f r 

I have, within the week, received a letter from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in which he states _ 
that he is by law obliged to invest a certain sum 
of money now in the Treasury, in State stocks, 
unless Congress should adopt the resolution which 
I offeréd here against it. What did yoa do with that 
resolution? You passed the whole series over. for 
one‘day; one of the resolutions declared that no 
money should be invested in State stocks. But 
no: the House would not allow the matter:to. be 
discussed at all; and, therefore, L have not been 
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able i» releve the Secretary of the Treasury from 
the obligation to do that which the law requires of 
him: for the law is peremptory, and says that the 
Secretary shall invest the money. And yet I can- 
not get the action of this House on a resolution 
which would not only stop the assumpt'oa of State 
debts, but would prevent this ‘great waste of public 
funds for the time to come. 

“But amongst other things connected with these 
very resolutions, what does the official journal, the 
“organ of the present Administration, do? It comess 
oüt with a charge against meas an enemy to the 
rights of the States; and this, too, at a time when 
this feeling of horror against the assumption of 
State debts is prevailing here and elsewhere. Well, 
sir, l am not an enemy to the rights of the States. 
Let me say afew words on this matter. Many of 
the States of this Union are indebted in large sums 
of money, amounting to an aggregate of more than 
two hundred millions of dollars. This proceeding 
on the part of the States has been the consequence 
of your casting away your duty—to provide for the 
internal improvements of this country. It was the 
business of this nation, in this and the other hall, 
to pursue a system of internal improvements, and 
for the discharge of that duty, the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands are continually furnishing 
means- and inthe investment of those means in 
that'way, would we have spent the money of the 

. nation profitably, and would have improved and, 
increased the value of that portion of the public do- 
main which yet remains. It would have been the 
most economical manner of administering the af- 
fairs of this Government. It would have added 
ten dollars to the value of every acre of Jand re- 
maining, for one spent in improving it. Now it is 
gone forever. There is nothing I regret more. But, 
in the mean time, the consequence of your casting 
out every idea of improving the face of the coun- 
try forced the necessity of doing it upon the States. 
The States were compelled to take the matter 
up, and tbey did so. In the year 1817, when 
I -returned from. Europe, one of the first men 
I saw was De Witt Clinton, who, was then 
` Governor of. the State of New York, and was car- 
ryitg on that great project of internal improve» 
ment which has immortalized his name One of 
the first things he said to me was, “We hope we 
shall have the aid of the General Government.” I 
replied, “If I have the power, you shall have aid 
with all my heart and soul.” He sent commission- 
ers here the very session. that followed this inter- 
view. . He had been here himself soliciting the aid 
of this Government in that great work, that opera- 
tion -of making Paradise to flourish in the wilds. 

But no, he could not be heard. The State of New 
York was thrown back upon her own resources; 
she was able to get along without your assistance, 
and, in consequence, she bas contracted a debt of 
between eighteen and nineteen millions of dollars. 
I have demonstrated on a former occasion, that 
yeu have assumed half a million of debt of the 
State of Arkansas; and that, by the rule of propor- 
tions, New York was entitled to demand of you an 
investment of twenty millions of dollars; that being 


the proportion between the population of the State | 


of “Arkansas, as represented here, and the popula- 
‘Jation of the State of New York. Pennsylvania, 
-after being turned out of your doors, and being told 
that. if she wanted any internal improvements, she 
. must make them for herself; went to work and did 
so, Other States of the Union have done the same 
thing. And now, in the messages of the President 
of the United States, and in speeches made in both 
-Houses of Congress, these States are daily re- 
proached and insulted for-increasing debts. To 
hear the way in which the States are spoken of 
here, one would suppose they were spendthrifts 
and beggars. They may, some of them, be insol- 
vent, But I take the position which I am confident 
I could prove, if I had collected together all -the 
documents and the evidence, that these $200,000,060 
oa the average have been wisely and economica'ly 
expended, and that the benefit to the people ot 
this nation from the expenditure of this money is 
greater than if it had not been expended at all. } 


assume as a general principle, which I think can 


ean bè demonstrated, that thesé State works, al- 
though many of them have been indiscreet, have 


mand aid of the nation. 


been experiments, and have not turned out so well 
as was anticipated and desired; yet, taking the 


average of them from the commencement of the - 


Erie Canal down to the last internal improvement 
which may have occasioned a debt to asy one 
State, I say that they have yielded and will yield 
ten per cent. per annum upon their cost; and that 
they have added five hundred- millions, instead of 
two hundred millions, to the property of the States. 
I say this for the States. And now the “Globe” 


may change me to-murrow with being an enemy of 


the States. lam willing. I say that. 

In the next place, I say that if these States have 
been indisereet, imprudent, have got themselves 
into difficulty, and are unable to fulfil their engage- 
ments, they have a right to come upon this Union 
and demand aid to enable them to discharge their 
obligations—to what extent, I will not undertake to 
say. But I say they have a right to come and de- 
For, what is the alterna- 
tive? Supposing they have been iadiscreet—sap- 
pesing they are insolvent. What is the conse- 
quence? They fail in their engagements—they de- 
stroy the character of this nation—its credit through- 
out the world—not only their own, but there is not 
a State in this Union that can become insolvent or 
declare itself unable to pay its debts, but what in- 
famy must redound upon the whole nation all over 
the world. What will their creditors abroad say 
if one of the States should declare itself bankrupt 
or not able to pay its debts? They will pass judg- 
ment upon the whole nation, and justly too. It 
was your duty to have done that which has got 
them into difficulty, and they have gotinto difficuty 
from good motives and for good purposes. Of all 
these State debts, very few of them, if any, are to 
be charged as extravagant, wasteful expenditures. 
They have all been contracted for internal improve- 
ments.’ I say then, that under the coming Admi- 
nistrauion, this matter of the financial condition of 
the States of the Union must come before this 
House in the gravest form, and must come under 
the recommendation of the President of the United 
States. It is impossible that General Harrison 


should take possession of the Presidential chair | 


without being aware what these debts of the States 
are, and without having some system (though what 
it may be I know not) which will govern his Ad- 
ministration in regard to it. Will it be by a dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of. the sales of the public 
lands? I know not. Willit be by raising revenue 
from duties on protected articles? I know not. 
Whatever plan he may have—(if I should be here 
in this House)—a plan which he should consider 
practical, and which he chooses to adopt as the 
rule of his administration on that point, I will 
support it if I possibly can; if I can reconcile it to 
any of my views of the Constitution, of law, of 
liberty, of the comfort and well being of this peo- 
ple, I say I will support it, be it what it may. I 
have not, therefore, made up my mind on the ques- 
tion of the distribution of the proceeds cf the 
sales of the public lands—or upon any other mat- 
ters to which I have referred, and which have been 
introduced into this debate 

Mr. Chairman, I have gone further into this dis- 
cussion than F intended. I have been drawn into 
it by the effect of the reference I made to the duel- 
ling law. I say now to the chairman of this com- 
mittee, that whalever appeals have been made to 
him on calls to order to arrest me in my remarks, 
I thank him for the manner in which he has sus- 
tained and vindigated the right of free debate in 
this House on the present occasion. I say that 
what I have saidhas been from motives of pure 
public spirit, without any disposition at all to of- 
fend any gentleman here, least of all, the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Waise,] whose talents I 
admire, and whose,public services I cheerfully ae- 
knowledge. Ihave feltitto be my duty to say 
what I did say, because I believe that the applica- 
tion of the principle’of duelling as regards different 
portions of this House is such, that the principles 
of the gentleman from Virginia must be discarded; 
that duelling must be considered as a erime; and 
that it must not be couatenanced by professions as 
to.the.existence of any necessity for it, It was my 
intention simply to state the reasons why I am not 
disposed to place myself under the standard of the 


gentleman from Virginia, if he should assume it 
hereafter as leader of this House. I thought Isaw 
there was a disposition of that kind. The gentle. 
man. professes great friendship for the coming Pre- 
sident; but he lays down the principles of his Ad- 
ministration, intimating that he would not support 
that Administration unless those particular princi- 
ples were carried out. Without knowing what the 
views of General Harrison are or will be, I was 
very confident that the principles thus laid down as 
the rules of his Administration would not be those 
which the President elect would adopt or practise 
upon. And] felt disposed to say that, as the gen- 
tleman from Virginia assumes to be the leader of 
this House under General Harrison’s administra- 
tion, I, for one, would not follow his lead, nor that 
of any other man professing similar principles. I 
have no more to say. 

Mr. WISE said, (in reply to Mr, Apams:) Mr. 
Chairman, when the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts commenced his remarks, it was obvious to the 
House that I was excited. It would be hypocrisy 
in me to pretend that I did not feel both anger and 
resentment. Had the gentleman only gone as far 
as I expected-—had he made only an ordinary at- 
tack—I would have replied to him. But, sir, his 
attack has gone so far beyond the bounds of mode- 
ration, courtesy, and order—it has been so unjust, 
so unfounded, so personal, so maticious, so little, 
so barbarous, so unprovoked—+that, had he been a 
man of my own years, I should have sat silent af- 
ter the delivery, and not have noticed it in this 
House. And, sir, for the reason that he is the very 
opposite of a young and vigorous man—that, in 
station, he is far above my humble position—for 
the reason that he is the son of a Revolutionary 
patriot who was President of the United States, 
and has himself been President—that the honor of 


! my country is involved in his reputation and bis 


conduct—that he is a man of venerable age, as I 
have before characterized him with perfect respect 
—for these reasons my hands are lied, my arms 
are bound, and I am deprived of the privilege of 
retort. 

The gentleman is gratified. He has been in- 
dulged by the Chair and the House in making this 
attack upon me, thus tied and thus bound. He has 


| even thanked the Chair for the indulgence of mak- 
| ing this attack upon a young man who would not 


from self-respect reply-—who ought not in turn to 
be indulged by the House in replying in the spirit 
andin the terms in which the attack itself was 
made. If this be a gratification to the gentleman 


| himself, I am sure it is no gratification to his friends 


here, and, if his speech be published as intended, it 
will be no gratification to Ais friends elsewhere. 

I cannot reply, sir, because I honor and respect 
Old Massachusetts too well not in this very in- 
stance to repel the imputation cast upon her Repre- 
sentatives by the gentleman—that they are con- 
stantly insulted and brow-beaten by Southern gen- 
tlemen here, who are represented as base enough to 
take advantage of public sentiment at home and 
in the North on the subject of duelling! Insult the 
venerable gentleman!—TI strike him/—-No, no, no. 
Sir, I would much sooner strike down the arm 
raised to wound him! Andif this be a victory for 
him, he is welcome to enjoy its fruits. I am at this 
moment a happier man than he is. 


DEBATE ON THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 
SPEECH OF MR. GARLAND, 


OF VIRGINIA, 
Inthe House of Representatives, February 4, 1841— 
On. the bill providing for an issue of Treasury 


notes, 

Mr. GARLAND said: I did not intend, Mr. 
Chairman, when this bill first came up for consi- 
deration, to-have participated in the debate. No- 
thing was further from my thoughts or my wishes, 
and, but for the range of the debate, and the many 
topics of an important character which have been 
brought into it, I should now be content to give a 
silent vote. I was extremely anxious, from the 
beginning of the session, to act rather than speak; 
so as to dispose of the immense mass of business 
under which your table groans; but things have 
taken a different course, and I am forced by ex- 
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Senate, 


isting circumstances to exhaust aSmall portion of 
the valuable time of this House, 

I extremely regret thot such an immense range 
of debate should have been taken upon a question 
so simple, and so many topics discussed so irrele- 
vantto it. It isa bad prácice, and will, if per- 
sisted in, ultimately drive from our legislation 
every subject of an jyiportant and interesting 
character. It will convert our Hall into an arena 
of political gladiation, in which the making of a 
President will be the principal business, to the ne- 
glect of all other. Itis not my purpose, on the 
present occasion, to follow gentlemen in their er- 
ratice and discursive course. I do not design 
fighting over again the late Presidential campaign; 
nor do I design inquiring into the fact whether the 
million and a quarter of American freemen who by 
their suffrages have elevated William Henry Har- 
rison to the Presidency of these United States were 
seduced into bis support by the contemptible 
pageantry of log cabins, hard cider, and coon skins, 
or whether the more than million who cast their 
suffrages upon Mr. Van Buren were actuated by 
base and unworthy motives; these criminations and 
recriminations are but little respegiful to the virtue 
and intelligence of the American people, and are 
altogether unworthy oftheir representatives. The 
part which I acted in that great struggle, and the 
reasons upon which it was founded, are well known 
tomy constituents and to the country, avd I shall 
not here repeat them. They were sufficient for 
me, and I have no regret to express for any thing I 
said or did. In voting for General Harrison, I did 
not commit myself toan unqualified support of his 
administration; nor shali I. My purpose is to 
judge his administration according to its acts, ap- 
proving where I can and condemning where I 
must. The standards by which I shall judge him 
are, the Constitution of my country, the funda- 
mental principles of Republican Government, and 
the success of his measures. This isthe only ad- 
hesion which I can give to General Harrison’s or 
any other Administration. 

The question immediately before the committee 
is, shall the enacting clause of the bill be stricken 
oui? I shall vote against that motion; and finally 
for the passage of the bill. I shall vote for the 


passage of the bill, not because I approve it, or ' 


prefer that system to any other for supplying the 
wants of the Treasary; I vote for it because the 
friends of this Administration, having in their 
hands the means of ascertaining the true condition 
of the Treasury, have been called upon to supply 
the necessary means for the operation of Govern 
ment forthe current year, and have cffered this 
-amount, acd in thisform. Wehave made the eall, 
and we must accept what they offer us. If the 
means which they supply are inadequate, they are 
responsible to the country for the consequences; if 
not, there will be no cause of complaint. 

In order to determine on the propriety of issu- 
ing the Treasury notes proposed by the bill, the 
first inquiry is, will the ordinary sources of revenue 
supply the demands upon the Treasury for the cur- 
rent year? It seems to be admitted on all hands 
that it. will not; and the only inquiry seems to be, 
will the $5,000,000 proposed by this bill to be is- 
sued and re-issued for the year, be sufficient to sup- 
ply the deficiency? I think not; and this opinion 
is founded upon the most deliberate investigation 
of the estimates of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. He estimates the receipts from customs at 
$19,000,000; from lands at $3,500,000; from debtor 
banks $220,000, and from ail other sources $80,000. 
To this may be added the estimated balance in 
the Treasury on the first of January last, $1,580,855; 
making the whole estimated means of the Treasury 
for the year 1841, $24,380,855. 

Even if the estimates of the Treasury Depart- 
ment should be realized, I do not believe that the 
means of the Government will be adequate to 
thedemands of the year. But is there any rea- 
sonable hope that this estimate will be realized? If 
we judge of the production of the same sources 
of revenue for the last year, and make evena 
liberal allowance for the increase of these sources, 
“I do not see how the estimates of the Treasury 
Department are to be realized. 


The receipts from all these sources for the 


last year, except the banks, estimating the fourth 
quarter, were $17,197,763 03, which makes the 
estimates of this year over the receipts of last 
$5,522,246 99, including the bank debts. Is there 
any reasonable prospect that th: receipts from 
customs and public lands during the present year 
will exceed those of the last by so large an amount? 
I am decidedly of opinion, judging from the ordi- 
nary operations of trade, and the condition of the 
couatry, they will not. The Secretary estimates the 
a eet of the current year at, $23,899,200, as 
OlOwWs: 


Ordinary expenses - . è - + $19,250,000 
Funded debt on account of the District of Columbia —_149, 00 
Redemption of Treasury notes - . “+ 4,500,000 

Aggregating : « ` . $23,899,000 


According to these estimates, the receipis will be 
$481,855 more than the expenditures. But are 
these estimates to be relied upon? Does any gen- 
tieman suppose that the ordinany expenditures of 
the Government can, during the present year, be re- 
duced to $19,250,000? ïI humbly think not. I 
think they will be little less than $25,000,000 —for 
more new sourees of expenditure have been 
opened then dried up. Last year the Secretary 


| of the Treasury estimated the ordinary expendi- 


tures at $18,280,600; when they in fact reached 
$22,489 ,349—difference $4,208,749. Under these 
circumstances, I am decidedly of opinion that 
the five milhons proposed by the bill will not 
only be necessary, but will scareely be adequate 
to meet the necessary expenditures of the year; 
but as the Commitee of Ways and Means that re- 
ported the bill believe that the provision, is ade- 
quate, and the dominant party in this House pro- 
poses it, E will take it upon their responsibility. 

While I vote for this bill, Mr. Chairman, I 
must confess that I do it with great reluctance. I 
do not approve of this mede of raising means. It 
is a system so easily abused, and fraught with 
such mischievous consequences when abased, that 
I am anxious to see it discontinued entirely. It is 
true that 1 have heretofore voted for three bills of 
like character, but always did so under th strong 
assurances repeatedly made by the Secretary of 
the Treasury and the cammittee of Ways and 
Means, that these issues were only intended to 
anticipate, fora short time, the resources of the 
Treasury, and that no more applications would be 
made. These assurances have been as repeatedly 
violated as they were given, and are now to be 
violated again. I infinitely prefer a direct, to this 
indirect and dangerous mode of making a loan; 
and but for the fact that the friends of the Admi- 
nistration are a majority here, and, preferring this 
mode, would not likely adopt any other, I would 
vote against this bill. ‘The Treasury must be 
supplied in some way, and I see no prospect in 
any other. I shall, therefore, vote for this bill 
upon the entire responsibility of its friends as to its 
mode and adequacy. In making my estimate for 
the receipts and expenditures of the year, I have 
discarded all Treasury notes, except the four and a 
half millions of dollars now outstanding, which 
constituie a charge, because, to the same extent 
that they Operate as means, they operate as charges, 
and, therefore, balance each other, 

These, Mr. Chairman, are all the remarks I 
have to make directly upon the bill now before the 
committee; but as gentlemen have introduced, 
without due regard, I must say, to the busiaess of 
the House, other interesting and important topics, 
I feel it due to myself, to the party with which I 
acted during the late Presidential canvass, and to 
my constituents, respectfully, but decidedly and 
unequivocally, to express my opinions in relation 
to some of the most important of them, and those 
which will likely be acted on hereafter. 

The first of these which I shall notice is the 
distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands among the States. If I were at any time 
disposed to vote for this scheme of distribution, I 
could not at this time, under the existing condition 
of the finances of the country. His admitted, on 
all hands, that the receipts of the year will not be 
equalto the expendiwres by several millions of 


dollars, and some even go so far as to say that it fi 
will take several years of the most successful | 


operation of our financial resources to redeem the 


Treasury from the heavy. burden which the ‘mis- 
management of the present Administration has 
entailed upon it; and yet it is. gravely proposed 
toabstact from. this deficient revenue $3,500,000, 
the estimated proceeds of the sales of the “public 
lands during the year. If this be done, it necessa- 
rily follows that this ‘amount of revente < must 
be raised from some other source. ‘Gentlemen, well 
aware of this inevitable consequence, propose to 
supply the deficienay by an impost duty on silks 
and wines, hoping to satisfy the country for this 
new imposition of taxes upon them by holding out 
the delusive idea that they are luxuries, and that a 
tax upon them is amere tax upon the rich. Now, 
Mr. Chairman, a tax isa tax, whether it be im- 
posed on luxuries or on necessaries; and no ene 
would be so absurd as to contend that the imposi- 
tion of a tax upon luxuries will relieve, a ‘single 
sliver, the tax upon necessaries, when the tax 
upon luxuries is imposed to supply the deficit 
created by the withdrawal of a like amount of re- 
venue from another source. I am no advocate for 
the exemption of luxuries from taxation, but am 
ready at any time to subject them to a fair and equal 
taxation when the necessities of the revenue and the 
relief of the articles of necessity shall require. But 
I can see no propriety in creating a deficitin the 
public revenue, by withdrawing from the- public 
Treasury the proceeds of the sales of the ‘public 
lands, so long as they are necessary for revenue, 
by subjecting any class of our citizens to taxation 
merely to supply the deficit. 

It has been estimated that, by the distribution of 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, the 
State of Virginia would receive about $4,000,000, 
and by the array of tbis result it is supposed that 
the State would be favorable to the distribution. If 
this addition to the means of the treasury of Virgi- 
gia were real and substantial, and would add to 
the permanent capital of the State that much, then 
indeed would it present a most formidable and im- 
posing argument in favor of the scheme. But, sir, 
this is not the case; and, although I do not charge 
the friends of the scheme with insincerity or impro- 
per design, yet, with due deference to them, I 
must say that the whole appearance is delusive and 
deceptive. It is true that it will add thus much to 
the State treasury, but it will add more than this 
amount to the taxation of the people of the State 
to supply the vacuum created in the National 
Treasury; and thus, while with one hand you make 
a donation to the State Governments, you draw 
heavily with the other upon’the pockets of the 
people to supply the gift; and thas, when in truth 
and in fact you profess to be liberal, you are be- 
stowing nothing but an increased burden. Jt has 
been contended by many wise and experienced 
statesmen that the consumers of foreign goode, 
who are the principal producers of the country, are 
the principal tax payers; and thus, sir, they would 
have to bear all the burdens of this system, with- 
out any benefit whatever. What estimate would 
you place upon the intelligence of a man if he 
would accept a proposition to receive $500 in one 
pocket to-day, and pay 700 out of the other to- 
morrow? This, sir, is a fair illustration of the 
scheme, so faras Virginia is concerned. se 

I feel very confident, Mr. Chairman, ‘that, but 
for the very indirect operation of ont system of 
taxation, by which the true amount of the burdens 
imposed upon the people is concealed from them, 
this scheme of distribution would find no- favor in 
Virginia er any of the producing States: Ifa 
sysiem of direct taxation prevailed, and the peo- 
ple who pay the taxes were to count out to the 
officers of the Government in dollars and cents 
the amount they would have to contribute.to the 
National Treasury. to supply the deficiency pro- 
duced by this withdrawal of the. proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands from the general revenue, 
I am sure that they would not tolerate it for a 
moment, but rebel against it. But, from the indi- 
rect operation of our system of taxation, the great 
pody of the people do not reflect that, in every 
bushel of salt, in every pound of coffee, and. in 
every yard of woollen goods of foreign manu- 
facture which they use, they are. paying theirtaxes 
io the Government; and thus, while this four mil- 
lions of dollars would go to the Government of 
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Vitginia, the-people-of -the State would: more ‘than: 


-¥efand. it.tothe National Treasury by this. indirect 
sysiem, of taxation on their salt, woollens, coffee, 
'&e. E cannot perceive, Mr. Chairman, what pos- 
. ible benefit can result to the people of Virginia by 
thus bestowing to her-Government this four mil- 
-tions <of: dollars, to be squandered by legislative 
-prodigality and withdrawing a larger amount from 
ithe pockets of the people to supply its place. 
: From every -view. which I have been able to take 
Of. this question, I am well convinced that the 
present system of disposing of the public lands, and 
the:faithful application of the proceeds to the pur- 
poses of revenue, is the most beneficial and just 
. disposition of them which can be made, be- 
‘cause, pro tanto, they relieve the taxation of the 
‘country. l 
So far as lelates, Mr. Chairman, to the restric- 
tion of the fund proposed to be distributed to the 
purposes of education and internal improvements, 
have only to remark, that if this land fund be 
a residuum after executing the trust created by 
the original act of cession, then, and in that case, 
the States have as clear and indefeasible a title to 
this residaum as they had to the original subject; 
and any ‘restriction upon its appropriation would 
be incompatible with, and in violation of, their 
rights, and -could not create upon them theslightest 
obligation to regard it. Let it be remembered, 
too, that all the expenses of surveying, selling, and 
‘patenting, which are very considerable, are to be 
thrown upon the impost duties. For these reasons, 
upon grounds of expediency, I am opposed to this 
system of distribution. But while declaring my op- 
position to this system, I find it my duty to state 
that I am utterly opposed to its competing schemes 
~~the reduction of the price of the public lands, 
and their cession to the States in which they lie. 
But, Mr. Chairman, there are’ other and higher 
objections to this scheme of distribution which I 
deem it my duty briefly to bring to notice. The 
moral influence which it would exert upon the re- 
lations between the Federal and State Govern- 
ments, and its tendency to make the State Govern- 
ments dependent upon, and subservient to, the 
Federal Government, are matters tomy mind of 
the most grave and insuperable objection. This 
small’ beginning of a connection between the re- 
venues of the State and Federal Governments, I 
fear, would increase as it progressed, and finally 
terminate in a permanent and ruinous connection. 
It would prompt the people to forget that they had 
State Governments at all, and turn their eyes 
entirely to the Federal source for supplies. The 
Federal Government would then be the Alpha 
and Omega of our whole system, and all the ad- 
vantages arising from our Federal compact and the 
cherished soveteignty of the States be buried in 
its’ vortex. All moral evil has small beginnings, 
but swells. as- it: progresses, until it overwhelms 
every thing with which it comes in contact. The 
pyramids of Egypt were constructed by piling one 
stone upon another, until they reached their present 
towering height; so, I fear, will be the operation 
of this system of distribution. One system will be 
piled upon another, until finally it will assume a 
permanency and strength beyond the control or re- 
sistance of the States or the people. I have here- 
tofore had‘some little experience on this subject of 
distribution. I voted for the act of 1836 distribu- 
ting the surplus'réevenue among the States, referred 
to: and so strongly reptobated by my friend and 
colleague, (Mr. Wise.] When I voted for that 
bill, I did so" believing it, what it professed to be, 
a bill for the deposite of the surplus revenue with 
the States, aud with entire confidence that the 
States would redeem thé pledges they were re- 
quired to give to‘return those deposites. to the 
National ‘Treasury under the restrictions and limi- 
tations prescribed by ‘thé act, whenever required. 
Bat what now, sir; is the state of things? With 
a bankrupt Treasury, the States hold on to these de~ 
posites, and laugh to scorn the very idea of re- 
storing them. I am sometimes humorously asked 
by my friends whether I did not know, when J 


voted for thar bill, that it was intended asa gift of | 


ihe surplus revenue tothe States? I answer, no; 1 
was entirely ignorant of it. Ihad not then 
acquired so much skill in parliamentary ma~ 
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neuvring as to know how to frame abill with 
a constitutional aspect which was to operate an 
unconstitutional effect. Thad not then learned that 
the Constitution of- my country auhorized a gift 
of-any part of the public revenue, or any portion 
of the public property, to any State, or to the States, 
Iff had then known what I know now, that that 
act would effect what it has effected—an uncon- 
Stitutional gift of the then surplus revenue to 


the States—I should not have given it my: 


sanction. 

But, Mr. Chairman, where do gentlemen find in 
the Constitution of the country any authority for 
disposing, by gift, of any part of the public re- 
venue, or any portion of the public property? 
The. power to collect revenue is distinctly given, 
and the objects to which it is to be appropriated 
explicitly defined, by the Constitution. In the enu- 
merated objects for which appropriations may be 
made, there is not a word or a sentence to be 
found from which the idea of a power to give can 
remotely be deduced, unless, indeed, the words 
“general welfare andcommon defence” can be so 
construed as to impart general and unlimited 
powers to a ‘Government which, from the 
whole tenor of the Constitution, was intended to 
be limited to the exercise of enumerated and speci- 
fied powers, Apart from these words, there con- 
not be found a single expression to favor the 
power. There being no constitutional power to 
'nfake such a distribution, the friends of this policy 
have very adroitly laid hold of the acts of cession 
from Virginia and other States to the Government 
of the Confederacy, and very ingeniously attempt 
to deduce from these acts of cession the power to 
make distribution of the public lands ceded by them. 
I will examine this proposition very briefly. 
That part of the act of cession of Virginia, passed 
on the Ist day of March, 1784, which is to 
determine this question, is in the following 
words: 

“That all the lands within the Territory so ceded to the Uni- 
ted States, and not reserved for, or appropriated to, any of the 
before-mentioned purposes, or disposed of in bounties to the 
Officers and soldiers of the American army, shall be considered 
asa commonfund for the use and benefit of such of the United 
States as have become or shall become members of the Cone 
federation or federal alliance of the said States, Virginia inclu- 
sive, according to their usual respective portions in the 
general charge and expenditure, and shall be faithfully and 


bona fide disposed of for that purpose, and for no other use or 
purpose whatsoever.” 


These words are preceded by several specific ap- 
propriations, and are introduced for the express pur- 
pose of controlling the appropriations of the sur- 
plus of the ceded lands which shall remain after 
satisfying these specific appropriations. The sur- 
plus thus remaining is, according to the terms of 
the act, to be considered a “common fund” for 
the use of such of the United States as had become 
or should become members of the Confederation 
which then existed, Virginiaincluded. The words 
“common fund” simply mean that these lands 
should become the property of the Confederacy for 
the use of the Confederacy, and nota joint stock 
fund for the use of each of tie States in their in- 
dividual character. It is to'be used for the bene- 
fitof the Confederacy, and the Confederacy only; 
so as to relieve the States of the general charge and 
expenditure to which they are liable for the heavy 
debt incurred during the Revolutionary war, and 
for the amount of the expenditure to which they 
were liable for the support and maintenance of the 
Government of the Confiederacy. This is all that 
is intended by the act of cession, and this is the 
fair and natural import of the terms employed. 
When it is remembered that, at the time of the pas- 
sage of this act, the Government of the Con- 
federacy had no power whatever to collect “re- 
venue, either by impost, excise, direct taxation, or 
otherwise, but had to rely upon requisitions on the 
Statesin proportion to their representation to dis- 
eharge the heavy debt with which it was burdened 
and to meet its annual expenditures, the object of 
this cession, and the interpretation of the clause 
which Ihave cited, are too obvious for doubt or 
argumentation. The restriction contained in the 
clause was simply intended to prevent the local or 
partial application of this common fund to the 
separate and distinct benefit of any State or portion 
of the States. The object was to provide-a “com- 


mon fund” io relieve; the States from 'a common 
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charge and pay a common expenditure; and I can- 
not well imagine, considering that our Govern- 
ment was a mere federal alliance, powerless and 
penniless without the aid and support of the States, 
how the framers of the act could have employed 
more appropriate terms. If the framers of the act 
had contemplated that there would have remained a 
surplus out of this surplus to be applied to the in- 
dividual and local concerns of the States, I feel 
very confident that they would have been cautious 
enough tomake some specific provision for such 
a result; but their not having done so is conclusive 
proof to my mind that they did not design it. 
From the passage of the act, through a long series 
of years, the Congress of the United States, both 
under the Confederacy and the Union, has been 
acting under the influence of this interpretation in 
appropriating the proceeds of the public lands, and 
I see no good reason for reversing it atthis late 
day. In aid of this view of the subject, I will re- 
fer to another fact, which I regard as conclusive 
of its correctness. The framers of the Constitution, 
having this whole subject before them, gave to 
Congress the same power over the ceded lands 
that they did over all lands which the Government 
then held, or might thereafter acquire; and that 
was, simply to prescribe proper rules and regula- 
tions for their management and disposition. There 
is not a word nor a sentiment which indicates that 
the framers of the Constitution believed that they 
held these lands in trust for the local use and bene- 
fit of the States. The power conferred over these 
lards is precisely the same conferred over all other 
lands, and,if the one can be distributed, the other 
can. From these considerations, my mind has 
come to the decided conclusion that the distribution 
of the public lands among the States for their local 
and private use is not justified upon any principles 
of expediency, nor warranted by the spirit of the 
Constitution, and not required by the provisions 
of the act of cession. There is no more safe, 
more: just, or more profitable disposition of the 
public lands thaa to bring their proceeds into the 
public Treasury, and to relieve the people to that 
extent from burdensome and oppressive taxa- 
ces upon those articles which are necessary to 
them. 

Bat, Mr. Chairman, notwithstanding my oppo- 
sition to distribution, I was not a little surprised to 
hear the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
SHeparp] impugn the title of Virginia to the ceded 
lands. After entering into a compact with her, ac- 
cepting the cession and executing it according to 
its very letter for more than a half a century, I see 
no propriety in the Government of the United 
States impugning the title by which she holds these 
lands. Itis avery singular position, that while 
we are acting by virtue of thiscession, disposing 
of these lands and erecting new States in con- 
formity with its provisions, we are atthe same 
time denying the title by which we hold them! 


` Did the gentleman from North Carolina reflect 


what effect his argument might have upon the fu- 
ture political balance between the North and South, 
in another body, if his argument were true? If he 
did not, I pray him te reconsider it, 

The next subject which has been introduced 
into this discussion is that of a protective tariff. It 
is matter of extreme regret to me thata subject of 
so much delicacy, and so irritating a charater, 
should have been introduced ata time and under 
circumstances when there could possible be no ac- 
tion upon it; and it is a matter of more regret that 
any gentlemen on this floor should have indicated 
a purpose, ata future day, of breaking through 
the principles of the compromise act of 1832, 
and re-open this fountain of bitter and agitating 
walters. d 

{Mr. Barnarp here asked permission to say a 
word by way of explanation. Mr, GARLAND 
yielded the floor for this purpose. 

Mr. Barnarp then said, in substance, that he 
found himself alluded to now, and he had been 
frequently before, in the course of debate, as 
having proposed and advocated, in his speech on 
the bill now before the committee, a protective 
tariff, anda high protective tariff. There was en- 
tire misapprehension and error’ here, and ap- 
parently a growing misapprehension and error, 
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which he thought it time to correct. He hadmade 
no proposition, nor had he advocated in his speech 
a high protective tariff, or any protective tariff 
whatever. His. proposition looked to revenue, and 
to revenue only, and noteven incidentally to pro- 
tection. . 

My motion (said Mr. B.) was to strike out the 
enacting clause of this bill, and that is the whole of 
the motion. I accompanied this motion with a 
notice which disclosed the object of it, It was 
that, if the motion prevailed, I would move the 
House to instrust the Committee of Ways and 
Means to bring ina bill to borrow $10,000,000 on 
the issue of bonds or scrip; and alsoa billto lay 


duties on articles now admitted free of duty, such 


as wines, silks, spices, and other articles, being 
luxuries—but all within the terms and policy of 
the compromise act. This was my notice; and it 
is, I suppose, to that that reference is made, when 
it is imagined that I have proposed to make a new 
tariff for protection. 

Sir, I have proposed nothing of the sort, nor did 
I, inall my speech, from the beginning to the end, 
advocate any measure of the sort. I found, asl 
though’, that the Treasury would want $10,000,000 
in 1841 over and above all current revenues. I 
proposed to borrow it. I found also, as I thought, 
that the deficit in revenue from cnstoms in 
1842 would be very great, and that deficit 
I proposed to make up, as far as it would 
go, by new duties laid now, and laid, not 
upon protected, but on unprotected articles—duties 
for revenue only. 

e I will only add and repeat to the gentleman 
from Virginia, which was all I intended when I 
rose, that I have not, in occasion of this de- 
bate, proposed or advocated a protective tariff. 

When Mr. B. had concluded, Mr. Wappy 
THomrson made a like request, and made the 
following explanation: 

Mr. Tuomrson said itis very strange that any 
such disclaimer of an intention to bring abouta 
protective tariff should be required of the member 
from New York, when his resolution expressly 
states that the terms of the compromise of 1833 
are not to be violated; and therefore, he proposes 
duties, not on the protected, but upon the unpro- 
tected articles—-such has been the language of 
every single member from the tariff States. The 
word protective tariff hasnot been used by one of 
them unless to disclaim any wish for increased pro- 
tection. If Southern gentleman question the truth 
and honor of these members, I would ask, dare 
these members make this disclaimer if their consti- 
tuents really wished increased protection? 

The distinguished member from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Cusuine,] representing one of the largest 
manufacturing interests, tells you that the manu- 
facturers do not wish any more protection. That 
we may lay the duties for the required amount on 
any thing we please. They do not ask it, but are 
willing that the duties jon the protected articles 
should be increased; that they propose to lay these 
duties on-the unprotected articles to satisfy us, but, 
if we prefer, we may choose. No man from the 
South has said, or will say, that he does not prefer 
to lay duties on the unprotecied class of articles. 
The North propose this to us, and we denounce 
the proposition which we approve, because we 
have a suspicion that, in offering us our own 
choice, they mean to cheatus. Why, then, sir, 
this senseless ery of tariff, tariff, tarifit] 

Mr. Gartanp. Tam quitehappy, Mr. Chair- 
man, that I afforded the gentleman from New 
York an opportunity to place himself right before 
the country. It was to what I had been informed 
he had said that Ireferred. ‘As to my friend from 
South ‘Carolina [Mr. Taomrson] I would as soon 
have suspected any man in this Fouse or out of it 
being an advocate of a protective tariff as bim. 
His explanation may be very well to set him right 
as to others, but was wholly unnecessary as to me. 
With this explanation from the gentleman from 
New York, I will pursue this subject no further, 
put content myself by remarking that, whenever it 
does come up, if I shall have the honor ofa seat 
on this floor, I shall be found its unwavering and 
uncompromising opponent. 
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In relation to the proposed tax upon siks and 
wines; I beg leave to submit afew remarks. I 
am not willing at the present session to enter 
into that subject. French silks and wines, by 
treaty stipulation, are exempt from duties until 


1842, and I feel no desire to discriminate between | 
French silks and those of any other friendly power; | 


and there is no necessity of any precipitate action 
on the subject. Whenever the whole field shall 
be opened, and silks and wines can be made the 
subjects of a fair and equal taxation with other 
subjects, I am ready to embrace them and impose it 
upon them. They are as fit subjects of taxation as 
any other foreign production, and much more so 
than many. They are certainly not entitled to 
any privilege because they are luxuries—nor, as 
asserted by my friend from Georgia, [Mr. ALFORD,] 
because “there are great many pretty giris in the 
Sonth who wear silks.” The “pretty girls” of the 
South are under as high an obligation to pay a tax 
for the silk which adds so much to their comfort 
and decoration, as the “pretty giris” every where 
who wear their light woollens; and although I should 
regret to be less an admirer of “pretty girls” than 
my friend from Georgia, yet this distinction is an 
homage that Iam not prepared to pay to their 
beauty. The Constitution has given the power to 
raise revenue for the purpose of supplying the 
means of defraying the expenses of the Govern- 
ment and its other legal obligations. In the ex- 
ercise of this power I shall always be prepared to 
impose such duties as shall be necessary to meet 
these objects. All that I desire in relation to silks 
and wines is to act upon them ata time and under 
circumstances when 1 ean act advisedly, and when 
they can be subjected to a fair and equal and a just 
imposition of duties. 

I have a word to say in relation to the tobacco 
question. My frend and colleague [Mr. Wise] 
seemed to think that the Tobacco Convention re- 
cently held in this city was buta part of the machi- 
nery which was putting in play to bring about a re- 
newal of the protective system. I was a member 
of that convention, and although I shall not ques- 
tion the sagacity of my colleague, I distinctly as- 
sert that in. that convention I did not see or hear 
any thing to justify the suspicion. It may be so, 
but if it was, it escaped my observation, and I can 
traly say that I did not participate in it. Upon 
the subject of the tobacco trade the inclination of 
my mind isto differ with the view of both my col- 
leagues, [Messrs. Wise and Co.us.] I regard the 
tobacco interest of the country as suffering under 
the weight of a most wanton and intolerable op- 
pression at the hands of nations whose productions 
we receive on the most liberal terms. How 
monopoly and excessive duty in foreign countries 
are beneficial to that interest, is what I have not 
been able to discover. From the first formation of 
our Government to the present time, our constant 
effort has been to get rid of this monopoly, and re- 
duce this imposition upon our tobacco trade in fo- 
reign countries—and yet we are gravely told that 
all this exertion has been directed to effect an ob- 
ject which would be ruinous to the tobacco growing 
interest. It is not my purpose to enter into a dis- 
cussion of this question at this time. I confess 
that my information is too limited to decide with 
accuracy, and to act at this time with due regard 
to the great interest involved. I shall hoid my 
mind open to the conviction of truth, and trust that 
if I shall ever be called to act upon this question, I 
shall be able to do so with wisdom and prudence. 
My colleague [Mr. Cotes] seems to be sensible of 
the great oppression under which the tobacco trade 
labors in England, France, and other European 
powers, and that there ought to be some redress, 
but he is opposed to countervailing duties, “‘be- 
cause,” says he, “that would be legislating for 
France and England,” forgetting that, if the argu- 
ment be true, it cuts both ways, and proves that in 
the monopoly and the imposition of duties by 
France and England upon American tobacco, 
France and England are legislating for the United 
States. Because if the imposition of duties upon 
foreign productions in our own ports be legislating 


for those foreign countries, then by the same process ; 


of reasoning the proof is conclusive that the imposi- 


tion of duties upon Americn productions in foreign 


ports amounts to legislation for us by the powers - 
imposing them, ae ae 

That there should be a diversity of opinion as 
to the propriety of exercising the countervailing 
power is not to be wondered at, but that. there 
should be any doubt as to the existence of the 
power is to me marvellous. The countervailing 
power is the right arm of national defence in mat- 
ters of commerce, and the Government. that ‘is 
without it must prosecute its commerce entirely. at 
the mercy of other powers. I do not now say that 
it would be proper to exercise this power in réfer- 
ence to the tobacco trade; but I will say that, if we 
are entitled to redress, this will be found the only 
successful remedy. I distinguish between a coun- 
tervailing duty and one for. purposes of protection. 
A protective duty isalways imposedupon some fo- 
reign production or manufacture, toienable thedomes- 
tic article of like character to compete with itin our 
own markets; the countervailing duty is always 
directed to such foreign production as, will best dis- 
pose the foreign Government to do justice to our 
own productions, and conduct our intercourse with 
them upon terms of reciprocity. . The countervail- 
ing duty is intended to operate abroad—the pro- 
tective at home. The countervailing system is a 
harsh one, and should be managed with great cau- 
tion, prudence, and discretion—never rasbly.: That 
the countervailing power exists in this Government - 
is with me not a matter of doubt; but if I needed 
authority to support me in this position, I would 
refer to thatof James Madison, whose opinion on 
this subject was decided and unequivocal, as were 
also those of many of his distinguished compeers. 
Imust confess that I am nota little surprised at 
the remedy suggested by my friend, [Mr. Conxs.] 
He says he would still negotiate, Well, sir, we 
have been negotiating for nearly sixty years, and the 
success has been an increase of the burdens. My 
friend says he will not resort to countervailing du- 
ties. If, then, the negotiation is renewed, and it 
again fails, what is the remedy? According to the 
position of my friend, [Mr, Cotzs,] submission. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, that this monopoly of the 
tobacco trade and heavy imposition of burdens 
upon the article isa source of very considerable 
revenue to the powers of Europe into which it is 
imported, is matter of no doubt. When, then, you 
send your negotiator to remonstrate against these 
impositions and demand their removal, what suc- 
cess do you think will attend his negotiations when 
he discloses theawfal fact that, if the negotiation 
fails—we submit? This, Mr. Chairman, isthe in- 
evitable position in which the remedy of my friend 
and colleague places this question; and, if it be 
sound and tenable, it proves most concusively, tó 
my mind, that we should attempt no farther nego- 
tiation upon the subject, lest it should result, as 
heretofore, in an increase of our burdens. 

This argument, which means that we are to talk, 
and do nothing but talk, reminds me very much: of 
an anecdotejwhich took place near the beginning of 
the Revolution at Boston. The boys of Boston, 
who had caught the spirit of liberty which was run- 
ning like fire in the prairies along the whole Ame- 
rican colonies, from North to South and from East 
to West, by their songs of patriotism and their 
shouts of liberty, became very offensive, to an: old 


` Tory who lived hard by the city. Phe. Tory; in 


the agony of his feelings, exclaimed. to.some. ac- 
quaintances standing by, in most indignant strains, 
“These boys ought to be talked to—to be talked ‘to 
hard—very hard.” Now, Mr.’ Chairman, T: sup- 
pose my colleague would have our negotiators 
upon this subject “talk?” to those foreign Govern- 
ments—to talk to them “hard, very hard;”-and if 
talking very hard will not do, to tell them—we sub- 
mit. ` 
The next subject introduced into this discussion, 

to which Lehall advert, is the subject of a National 
Bank. Upon this topic, too, Lthink, the time of 
this louse might be spared. There is no propost- 
tion before the House to establish a Bank; nor: is 
there time to mature a bill for that purpose, if such 
a proposition were pending. But, sir, as this ques- 
tion has been alluded to, and I differ from manyof 
those with whom I acted in-the late Presidential: 
election, in relation to the constitutionalityzand ez- 
pediency of such an institution, I feel: itedte:'te 
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mi, to myself, and to the country, to state, dis- 
nctly and unequivocally, that I am opposed to 
uchan institution in any form or in any shape. I 
hot believe that the Constitution authorizes it, or 
{the true or substantial interest of the great 
ody-of the people requires it. When I examine 
ie Constitution, and find it utterly destitute of a 
ingle word or sentiment which authorizes the esta- 
ishment, of a. corporation of any sort or descrip- 

~and when I remember that the framers of the 
Constitution, those sages and patriots of the ever 
. ¿memorable period of the Revolution, refused to im- 

;part-to. this Government the power to create a cor- 
. poration of any sort or. description, I feel well sa- 

tisfied of the dangers which they believed would 

grow out of such a power, and do not feel willing 
„to resort. to some far-fetched inference or deduction 

‘from the delegated powers of the Constitution to 
supply that which was promptly denied it. Nor, 

sir, am I willing to amend the Constitution by judi- 

cial decision or legislative interpolation. There is 
„but one way te amend the Constitution, according 
to the Constitution itself, and that is the only way 
by which I will consent to its amendment. I am 
not willing to.see this country cursed with a Con- 
-Stitution of unstable. Congressional enactments and 
judicial decisions. . When that is the case, the sove- 

Teiguty of: the States is broken down, and the 
liberties of the people: trampled under foot. I take 
4 stitution itself as the shield of the States and 
Abe ‘palladium of the liberties of the people, and 
view with the utmost alarm and apprehension any, 
the slightest, infraction of it. 


Mr. Chairman, as bitterly as I opposed the Sub- 
‘Treasury law, as determined as I am on its repeal, 
T am not now, and never was, more opposed to it 
than I am to the incorporation of a National Bank 
-~such a one, particularly, as has been indicated. 
I cannot distinguish, in effect, between an over- 
whelming and dangerous pecuniary influence in 
the hands of the Executive of this Government, 
whether it be directly and openly conferred by a 
Sub-Treasury law, or indirectly under the mask of 
a chartered corporation. Such an institution, whe- 

"ther in the hands of a free or a despotic Govern- 
ment, Would no doubt add much to the success of 
the pecuniary operations of the trading community; 
but, for this benefit to the trading community alone, 
we let iuto the gates of the citadel of liberty a 
most insidious and dangerous enemy. If gentle- 
men should succeed in their views and establish 
such an institution, I pray Heaven that it may not 
be to the free institutions of this country what the 
fabled wooden horse of the Greeks was to the un- 

happy Trojans. From these remarks, my friends 
will readily ‘perceive’ that there is no aspect which 


‘this question can assume that can command my 


It was 
gone any change of opi- 
I opposed the re-election 
I. opposed him for other 
both moral and political, 
i ty on of all freedom and all 
free institutions—cavises for which I would oppose, 
and aid in overthrowing, any Administration. 
The freedom of opinion is the greatest birthright 
of an American citizen, and the shie'd of an Ame- 
fican representative. I refused to-yield it to the dea 
mands of the party with which I formerly acted, 
and will, if ever demanded, refuse to yield it to any 
party. Thus, Mr. Chairman, you have my views 
‘on these important and interesting questions; such 
“as they are, they are honestly entertained, and will be 
firmly maintained. But, sir, why should we be wast- 
igg-our time in these idle discussions upon mere 
party questions, when there is in the distance dan. 
ger of a most menacing and formidable character 
which we should be preparing to meet? As wasin- 
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timated by the gentleman from North Carolina, 
[Mr. SHEPARD,] the ambitious designs of Great 
Britain were never more clearly developed than 
atthis time. She governs Asia, controls Africa, 
dictates to Europe, and is planting her influence 
and her military posts all over the American Con- 
tment. The worldis scarcely sufficient for her 
grasping ambition. Does any man, who is familiar 
with her history, suppose that Great Britain will 
ever yield the disputed territory in Maine and Ore- 
gon without a struggle? If he dees, he has more 
confidence in her justice and magnanimity that I 
have. For such a struggle, Mr. Chairman, what 
is our preparation? Oar navy almost dismantled 
and disorganized—not a ship in a suitable condi- 
tion to maintain the honor of our flag upon the 
high seas. Where is the army, and what is its 
condition? But little better than that of the navy 
—our whole coast almost defenceless, While 
Great Britain is making active and busy prepara- 
tions all around us, and studding her Canada fron- 
tiers with fortifications, we, as we have been for 
the last eight years, are busily engaged in Presi- 
dent-making and party manceuvring, to the utter 
neglect of every sort of appropriation. Never was 
the country in a more unprotected and defenceless 
condition. I warn you, Mr. Chairman, that the 
tide of war is fast rolling upon us. I see it in the 
distance, and it rapidly approaches—it cannot be 
aveSted without dishonor upon our part. Is it not 
time, then, that American statesmen had buried 
their party feuds, and all harmoniously combine to 
make a suitable and adequate provisions for the 
coming emergency? I, for one, Mr. Chairman, 
feel the necessity, and am, therefore, prepared to 
commence the work of preparation. I believe in 
the wisdom of that maxim of the Father of his 
eountry— 
“In peace prepare for war.” 

These, Mr. Chairman, are the remarks which'I 
intended to make on this subject. In making them, 
it has been far from my intention to impugn the 
motives of any party,or to give offence to any. 
My object has been plainly and simply to express 
my own views and place myself fairly before the 
country. 


RESIGNATION OF MR. WEBSTER. 


IN SENATE, ; 
Menpay, February 22, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted the follow- 
ing letter to the Senate: Z 
‘Hon. R. M. Jonnson, Vice President United States. 

“Sir: Tt ig the object of this letter to make known to the Se- 
hate the resignation of my seat as one of the Senators from 
Massachusetts, having already informed the Executive of that 
State that from this day my place would be vacant. 

“In retiring from a situation in which so considerable a part. 
of my life has been passed, I hope 1 may be permitted to ex- 
press my high respect for the body of which I have been a 
member, the interest I shall ever feel in the preservation of its 
character and dignity, and my cordial wishes for the health and 
happineas of all those with whom I have been associated, 

“With much personal regard, 
“Ihave the honor to be your obedient servant, 
i D. WEBSTER.” 

The letter having been read, Mr. CuraserT and 
Mr. Wricar rose simultaneously, but, the CHAIR 
recognising Mr. Curnsert, Mr. Wricur yielded the 
flocr to 

Mr. CUTHBERT, who expressed his regret that 
the Senator from Massachusetts was not present, as 
he was desirous to make some inquiries from that 
gentleman as to doctrines some time since put 
forth by him, in which the people of the South had 
a deep and vital interest, and in relation to which 
it had been said the Senator had undergone some 
change of opinion. If the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts could explain this change of sentiment 
satisfactorily, he would stand better, and stronger, 
and firmer with the South than he did now. He (Mr. 
CorTasBeRT) had been under the impression that the 
Senator from Massachusetts would have been here 
to-day in person, and he had hoped, therefore, that 
he could have made his inquiries in this chamber. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky wished to express, as 
he did most sincerely, the deep regret he felt that 
the Senator from Georgia should have seized an 
occasion when his (Mr. CLay’s) honorable friend 
was absent from these halls. - pe Ne 

Mr. CUTHBERT here interposed, and protested 
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against the idea that he had seized the opportunity 
of Mr. Wexsrer’s absence to make the remarks 
he had now done, or that it should for a moment 
be supposed he hadever shrunk from expressing 
any opinion he held in the presence of any man 
whom it might concern. The document on which 
his remarks were founded, and in regard to which 
he was desirous of interrogating the Senator from 
Massachusetis, had been in his possession last ses- 
sion, but be had declined at thattime to use it, and 
ithad been left behind him in the district. He 
had directed it to be sent to him, but this had not 
been done; he had since used every effort in his 
power to possess himself of it, and hoped soon to 
succeed. . He had not known till a few days since 
that it was Mr. Wexster’s intention to leave the 
Senate before the expiration of the session. He 
hoped, therefore, that the Senator from from Ken- 
tucky would release him from the imputation of 
being unwilling to express his sentiments in that 
Senator’s presence. It was impossible he could, 
in this matter, be influenced by any party conside- 
rations, because, should the Senator be able satis- 
factorily to explain, the effect would be rather to 
weaken the influence of the party to which he be- 
longed. 

Mr. CLAY said that it was far from his intention 
to convey the idea that the Senator from Georgia 
feared to put any proper queries to his friend from 
Massachusetts, or had seized the opportunity of his 
absence with the view of taking any improper ad- 
vantage of that circumstance; still he could not but 
express his profound regret, whatever circum- 
stances might have caused the honorable Senatcr 
to choose this moment for introdueing the remarks 
he had made, that he had not chosen a more suita- 
ble occasion. 

Mr. CUTHBERT inquired whether it had not 
been generally understood that the Senator from 
Massachuretts was to be in his place to-day, and to 
address the Senate previously to making the resig- 
nation of his seat? 

Many voices cried out, “No; there has been no 
such understanding.” 

Mr. CUTHBERT. There certainly has been 
on this side of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY said he could not answer for the Se- 
nator’s sources of information. That it was his 
friend’s intention to resign his seat, was a fact 


which had for some time been generally known, - 


and had been stated in the journals of the day, and 
the Senator had been here in his seat till near three 
o'clock. He must, therefore, repeat the expression 
of his deep, his profound regret that, at a moment 
like this, when every member of the body could not 
but feel the great void which had been created by 
the act which had just been announced to the Se- 
nate, from the ahsence of that commanding elo- 
quence and that unsurpassed logic which had been 
so long and so often exerted in support of the rights 
and best interests of this country; in the midst of 
this feeling of general regret—for he would do gen- 
tlemen on the other side the justice to.believe that, 
notwithstanding political differences of sentiment, 
the feeling was fully participated in by them—that 
at such a moment the Senator from Georgia should 
have deemed it becoming, and a suitable oppor- 
tunity, to introduce the subject to which he had 
just alluded. The day when one of the noblest 
specimens of American eloquence, one of the 
brightest ornaments of these halls, of his country, 
and our of common nature, had retired. from his 
seat in the Senate, perhaps forever, to assume a 
Station of still higher importance, and of still wider 
influence over the future welfare of this land, was 
certainly nota time that most gentlemen would 
have selected for the purpose of interrogating him 
as to any sentiments he might at a former time 
have uitered. He doubted its propriety at any 
time. The interrogatories to be put had no con- 
nection with any subject now before the Senate; and 
the practice had never been introduced into our 
American halls of legislation to put interrogatories 
to Ministers, as was customary in England. But 
if the Senator from Massachusetts had recently in- 
timated any change of opinion in reference to the 
subjects to which the member from Georgia al 

luded, why should that gentleman doubt his sin 

cerity? On what subject had he these doubts? He 

Standing in hie place, could be a witness for hi 
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friend from Massachusetts, that, from his first ap- 

earance inthe Senate down to this day of his re- 
gretted. resignation, no sentiment had ever been ad- 
vanced by him which was not perfectiy catholic, 
and which did not regard as much the rights of the 
South and the great interests of the West as those 
of any other portion of the Union: on the contrary, 
he had ever been ready alike to defend and main- 
tain, inthe most determined manner, the rights of 
every quarter of the country. He had on all occa- 
sions declared it as his sentiment, that the Consti- 
tution of the United Statesconferred upon Congress 
no power, directly or indirectly, to touch the sub- 
ject to which he presumed the Senator alluded, 
certainly not beyond the limits of the District; and 
even within the District, although he might be of 
opinion that the mere abstract power did exist, yet 
he believed as strongly that it would be inexpe- 
dient to exerciseit. On what subject, then, did the 
South want guarantees as to his course in a higher 
and more extended sphere of action? His eleva- 
tion to that station was an homage richly due to 
him for services and talents unreservedly devoted 
to the service of the country for twenty or twenty- 
five years past. And the present was the first and 
only proof which he had ever received of the due 
estimation of those services by the offer of any 
office under the Federal Government; and he would 
here publicly express his full and entire coviction 
that there was no subject in regard to which the 
South need indulge apprehension in consequence of 
his elevation. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said that the Senator from 
Kentucky had made a great deal outof his brief 
address to the Senate, having spoken of itas though 
he had pursued a. course which was a subject of 
poignant regret-—as if he had been guilty of some 
gross violation of decorum—some unpardonable 

“outrage cn public feeling; but he was not be im- 
posed upon by any such affectation. 

Mr. CLAY. [ call that Senator to order; he can- 
not be permitted to use such language in app'ica- 
tion to me. 

Mr. CUTHBERT here made some explanation, 
unintelligible to the reporter, but which ended with 
the expression, Well, taen, we now understand 
each other. The Senator says that his friend from 
Massachusetts is a Senator of distingnished abili- 
ties. I acknowledge il. That those abilities have 
long and often been exerted here. I acknowledge 
it. That his opinion is of high authority. I ac- 
knowledge it. But if heentertains the most he- 
retical and abominable opinion in relation to a 
subject which is of the deepest interest toa large 
portion of this country, am I not to dare to demand 
frem him an explanation? That I mast not dare 
to speak of a subject of this importance, because it 
does not comport with the Senator’s notions of de- 
corum! Can any man listen to this with patience? 
That the rights ofthe whole people are to be put in 
the scales with the Senator’s ideas of delicacy and 
decorum? Ilaughatit. Ispurn at it. ‘The inte- 
rests of my constituents shall be defended by me 
on all occasions—by God they shall. The gentle- 
man does not understand to a scruple ora drachm 
the heresies which have been maintained by his 
friend; not always, by the by, his friend, if I rightly 
remember. The laurels of the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky were won by his gailant support 
of the late war. It was the glory of his eloquence, 
the fire and splendor of hbis genius, whieh inspired 
the hearts of his countrymen with an undying de- 
termination to resist oppression. For that hv was 
honored then—for that he is honored now—and for 
that he ever will be honored. Where his friend 
stood on that occasion, I need not say. But what 
is this deetrine put forth by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, and in regard to which I wish to inter- 
rogaie him? It is proved by a document of the 
very highest aulhority. I regret I have it not now 
to produce, but I shall have it, and will produce it. 
He there asserts it as indisputable that Congress 
may pais laws to prevent the transfer of slaves 
from one Siate or Territory to another! 

‘Mr. PRESTON was understood to say that, 
without recognising the right of any Senator to in- 
terrogate him asto the sentiments of an absent 
friend, and disclaiming any intention to make an 
answer for one so abundantly capable of answer- 


rs 


‘plained, and those declarations were, io his (Mr. 


| although I admit that be obtained. the facts 


ing for himself, as was the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts, he would say that the circumstance 
which he understood to be alluded to by the Sena- 
tor from Georgia was one in which he had himself 
had some .participation. He had been present at 
the time when that honorable Senator made the 
declarations having relation to the interests of the 
South, of which the Senator from Georgia com- 


Preston’s) mind, satisfactory. The doctrines then 
advanced were such ashe, as a Souihern man, 
felt authorized to sanction, to approve, and, in some 
sort, to endorse. He did approve, and did endorse 
them. Tne explanations ot the Senator from Mas- 
sachuselts were made at Alexandria, in the presence 
of many thousands ef Southern gentlemen, and 
they were entirely satisfied. His opinions were | 
there avowed openly, and he told the assembly that 
they should hear of them again; and those very 
same sentiments, ipsissimis verbis, were echoed 
among the mountains cf New Hampshire, were re- j 
verberated along the indented shores of Massachu- 
setts, were prociaimed on the banks uf the Hudson, 
and again put forth in the clearest and most de- 
cisive language from the Capitol at Richmond. As 
a patriot and a Southern man, he (Mr. Preston) 
had heard them with great pleasure. Whether’ 
they were the result of any change in sentiment— 
whether they were the product of any new light, 
he neither asked nor cared, but hailed them wih 
delight 'as proceeding from such a man, Whether | 
new or old, if they were Mr. Wensrer’s sentiments 
now, as he could not doubt they were, he was sure 
the Senator from Georgia must rejoice wilh him, 
both that:they were entertained and had been thus 
expressed. 

Mr. RIVES obtained the floor, but yielded it at 
the earnest lequest cf 
2oMr, CUTHBERT, who said that he had charged 
these heresies, of which he complained, openly on 
this floor, upon the Senator from Massachusetts 
some years ago, when the position of that gentle- 
man was not so importantas it had now become, and 
the Senator from Virginia at that time joined him 
in pressing for an explanation from the Senator 
from Massachuseits. 

Mr. RIVES said ke should like to know what 
was the purpose of the Senator from Georgia ia 
thus pressing this subject of inquiry? What was 
his object? 

Mr. CUTHBERT saidhe would explain. He 
then repeated the declaration that, when pressing 
the charge of these opinions on the Senator from 
Massachusetts, the Senator from Virginia had 
united with him, and had expressed to the Senator 
from Massachusetts his strong disapprobation of 
those opinions. 

Mr. RIVES said that the gentleman from Geor- 
gia was certainly mistaken. He hada perfect re- 
collection of the leading circumstances, and did not 
join the gentleman from Georgia, on that occasion, 
in charging the Senator from Massachusetts with 
having promulgated the obnoxious opinion that it 
was competent for Congress to prohibit the trans- 
poriation of slaves from one Sate to ancther for 
sale. He hadhad no information on the subject. 
Ajlbe had heard was from the gentleman from 
Georgia himself, That Senator had asserted that 
the Senator from Massachusetts had, in some doca- 
ment adopted by a public meeting in Boston, ad- 
vanced such sentiments, and this was all that he 
knew about it. ‘hen thatgentleman charged the 
fact on Mr. WEBSTER, and pressed for an explana. 
tion, he (Mr. Rives) had been anxious to hear what 
reply would be made, but did not join the Senator 
in making the charge. 

Mr. CUTHBERT. I did not allege that the 
Senator from Virginia made the charge on his own 
kanowiedge, but I say, and I will ever repeat, that 
the Senator from Virginia did, with earnestness 
and with great ability, press tbat charge on the Sa- 
nator from Massachusetts, who, in hisreply, avowed 
the dectrine, aud mainiained end defended it on 
the constitutional power of Congress to regulate 
commerce between the Sates. Í repeat, thai the 


Senator from Virginia did enter into thai debate, 


from me. 
Mr RIVES. I hadrisen to perform an act of 


| 


justice to the Senator from Massachusetts and to 
myself, when I yielded the floor to the gentleman 
from Georgia. And what is the result of the state- 
ment he has made? Doesit sustain his assertion 
that I pressed the Senator from. Massachusetts. for 
an answer to his inquiry? ; z 

Mr. CUTHBERT. I beg the Senator—I beg 
the Senator todo me justice. WhatI said was, 
that the gentleman from Virginia did press on the 
Senator from Massachusetts the incorrectness-of 
those opinions, supposing him to entertain them. 

Mr. RIVES. Then the whole question, as be- 
tween the Senator from Georgia and myself, is im- 
material. Ihave not so minute a recollection of 
all the circumstances as to be able torecall every 
individual thing which passed; but, fortunately for 
the Senator frons Georgia and myself, we did not 
speak to empty benches. There must have been 
others who heard and who remember what passed. 
I recollect having participated in a very interesting 
debate, to which the Senator from Massachusetts 
and other members of this body were parties, on 
different topics connected with Southern. rights. 
On this occasion I remember it was alleged by the 
Senator frem Georgia that the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts had advanced the doctrine that it. was 
competent for Congress to prohibit the transporta- 
tion of slaves from one Siate to another for sale, 
and that he appealed to him to say whether be had 
or not; but he did not recollect whether the Senator 
from Massachusetis had admitted or denied having 
done'so. ; 

Mr. CUTHBERT. No, no; he did not deny it. 

Mr. RIVES. Let not the Senator from Georgia 
involve me when he comes forward te make 
charges against a gentleman who is not here pre- 
sent tọ defend himself; but, if he advances a 
charge, and its truth is denied, then the burden of 
proof certainly lies oa him. 

Mr. CUTHBERT. I can prove it, and I will. 

Mr. RiVES. I protest against the gentleman’s 
drawing me ia to support his accusation in a mat: 
ter of which I have no knowledge. Now do L 
feel it to be due to the eminent public man who has 
just dissolved his connexion with this body, and 
who has been arraigned for his opinions by the Se- 
nator from Georgia in a manner which, to say the 
least, is rather ill-timed and unprecedented, to state 
what have been the declarations of his opinions, 
on these same questions, within my own hearing, 
ata very recent period. With that distinguished 
gentleman I have differed, and still differ, on some 
important questions of public policy. But these 
differences have never prevented me from feeling- 
that his presence here was one of the proudest. or. 
naments of this Hall, and that his withdrawal from 
it will leave an intellectual void which generations 
musi pass.away,in the ordinary course.of Provi- 
dence to men, before we shall see it filled with his 
like again. His talents and bis reputation are the 
common property of his country, and for one I 
have ever looked upon them with pride as an 
American citizen. If my honorable friend from 
Georgia—— 

Mr. CUTHBERT. Ihope the Senator will drop 
the expression “iriend.” 

Mr. RIVES. Most cheerfully,if he says so. Ifthe 
Senator from Georgia, then, had looked as inqnisi- 
tively into the evidence of the opinions of the. Se- 
nator from Massachusetis on this important and 
delicate topic, which bas been given. to the world 
during the last four or five months, as he seems to 
have dong into those supposed to have besn utter- 
ed by him twenty-odd years ago in a town meeting 
of Boston, he would have seen what he has said 
under circumstances of the most solemn and im- 
posing character, At-the city of Richmond, in the 
month of October last, on the sacred portico of the 
Capitol of Virginia, before an assemblage of ten 
thousand of her freemen—beneath the light of an 
October snn—in the face of Heaven—he declared, 
in the most solemn manner, under all the responsi- 
bilities of his character and his station, that it was - 
bis wellsetled and unchangeable opinion that 
there is no power, direct or indirset, in Congress or 
the General Government, to interfere, ia any man- 
ner whatever, in tne slightest degree, withthe sub- 
ject of slavery or the institutions of the South. A 
declaration so broad, so complete, so unequivocal, 
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emphatic, proceeding from such a man, in such 
a presence, could not but_make a. profound impres- 
` sign.: These. memorable words are on record. 
“They were taken down at the time, and they have 
heen given to the world under the revision of the 
“Senator from Massachusetts himself. Here, then, 
is the authentic and recorded evidente of the - deli- 
berate and final opinions of that distinguished gen- 
tigmanion the whole of this delicate subject; and 
itis but an act-of common justice that he should 
- betried andjudged by them. Let the Senator from 
Georgia prosecute his inquiries, by referring to 
these. recent and authentic proofs of the sentiments 
~of the distinguished citizen of Massachusetts; and, 
- if they should fail to satisfy him, he will have this 
further consolation, that, though that gentleman is 
removed from this theatre of his public labors, he 
will not be beyond the reach of any legitimate in- 
quiries.in that higher post of duty and respcnsibi- 
lity,: his accession to which has been hailed, as the 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] has just re- 
marked, by the general voice of the country. He 
will-be happy, I doubt not, to answer any inquiries 
which may be conveyed to him, in courteous and 
proper terms, from an. unprejudiced source. My 
only regret'is; that he is not now here to answer the 
arraignment of the Senator from Georgia, face to 
faces 2) 3 e 
` Mr. CUTHBERT. None can regret it more than 
1; no than regrets it one ten-thousandth partas much. 
Istell the Senator that. I have been seeking for the 
document on which I base my inquiry. Does the 
Senator believe me, or must I- prove it? I repeat 
the assurance, that I have been waiting for that 
document, and that only. But Iam not sorry for 
what has occurred. It pleases me, {am glad. I 
am glad the attention of the country has been fixed 
npon the fact; it cannot now escape investigation. 
It will now he seen what has been said of my 
much-injured State—a State I love with burning 
affection. Ihug her to my heart in proportion as 
she is assailed and assaulted from abroad. 
` Esay, then, thatat a public meeting held in the 
city of Boston, on the subject of slavery, and for a 
purpose which the South cannot approve, a com- 
mittee was appointed to bringin a report. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts was chairman of 
that meeting; and one of the resdlutions reported by 
the committee was in nearly the very words uttered 
by him on. this floor. I would have called on him 
for: an explanation before now, but I wished first 
to- procure the document, that I might be sure I was 
right. < It shall yet be produced; and I say again, 
that: Tam glad the: eyes of the country, the eyes 
of the. whole world, have been turned to this pro- 
ceeding, and to'the heretical opinion advanced by 
the: Senator from Massachusetts, Two or three 
years since, that Senator -carefully investigated the 
subject of slavery, and in this document he declares 


it-as his opmicn that {Congress has the-consti-. 


tutional authority to prevent the transportation of 
slaves from one State to another. It is a case 
made out; the proof shall be adduced, and itis of 
itself sufficient to excite the suspicion of the South. 
The opinion has been spread abroad, and it has 
every where been quoted on his authority. 

Now, if the Senator bas changed his opinion, is 
hé not, bound to retract this expression of it? If he has 
formerly expressed an opinion which he now knows 
to“ be false and unsound; if he knows, at the same 
time, that that opinion, as his, has gained currency, 
and ‘that it furnishes: the very form in which the 
waris carried on against us, and.if, under these 
circumstances; he refuses to do justice to the South, 
what must be: his moral structure? The opinion 
gains authority in bis own State, and it is promul- 
gated abroad as an opinion supported by his autho- 
rity. Ifhe knows this,and does not contradict it, 
he re-affirms it. And antl then to be told. that the 
certain vague and general expressions used by him 
on the steps of the Capitol of Virginia avail to can- 
cel allthis? The cancer is spreading, it approach- 
essthe vital parts, the patient isiin danger, and 

- then we are told that there is some panacea or 
quack medicine which has been- vended -for the 
cure ofthe disease. A Senator from South Caro- 
lina. putthe:document in my hands at the last ses. 
sion. ~I- thought at that time of bringing up- the 
Senator “before the people, but the document es- 


caped me, and I have sought it since, with the ex- 
press intention to make that use of it. I say that 
the Senator from Massachusetts has set up doc- 
tines which throw open all the South to her ene- 
mies, which leave us no barrier for our defence, 
and with nothing to prevent the sea from rushing 
in to overwhelm us. The mischief has been done: 
it has been done by the expression of that opinion: 
it must be retracted: forgiveness must be asked 
from a much injured people: there must be repen- 
tance, add not only repentance, but reform. The 
Senator must not profess to repent, and still yetain 
the emolumenis of sin. He must not retain popu- 
larity at the North for one opinion, and tell the 
South that he has changed it, and holds another. 
Isay again that I rejoice that the attention of the 
world has been called to this debate. The Senator 
has been pledged by his friend to answer. If he 
shall answer and retract the opinion, then his au- 
thority, in the degree in which it will now prevail, 
and that is but a poor degree, will atone for the 
mischief he has done. If he does all he possibly 
can to counteract its influence, then he will stand 
somewhat better before our people than ke now 
does; but if he shall not—we know our enemies. 


Monpay, March 1. 

Mr. CUTHBERT rose and said: Last week, on 
the resignation of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
some remarks were made by him, in the course of 
which he pledged himself to prove certain points 
by a document which he would produce. The 
only essential points to which he alluded, were 
these two: tbat the Senatar from Massachusetts 
had expressed and advocated this doctrine in certain 
resolutions in a memorial, that Congress had full 
power to prohibit the slave trade between the 
States; and next, that many years after the expres- 
sion of this opinion, the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts, in the course of its action on the subject of’ 
slavery, quoted the same doctrines formerly ad- 
vanced by the Senator from Massachusetts, and 
had maintained them. His course on this occasion 
was simply to produce the document which he had 
promised to produce, and leave the thing with the 
Senate, as the period of the session, and the state of 
their business, would prevent him from desiring that 
any thing more should be said. 

Mr. PHELPS rose to a point of order. He in- 
quired what business there was before the Senate— 
al present there was nothing before them for the 
action of the house. 

Mr. CUTHBERT hoped the Senator from Ver- 
mont would not insist upon ‘his point óf order. He 
(Mr. Curnzerr) stood before the country pledged 
to do what he now desired to do; and he inquired 
whether the’Senator from Vermont would not per- 
mit him:to pat himself in a proper position before 
the country? 

The PRESIDENT said the Chair was always 
disposed to extend courtesy and liberality to Sena- 
tors, when it was desired to make any explanation, 
or when a Senator wished on any subject to set 
himself right, as in the present case. He under- 
stood the Senator from Georgia to appeal to the 
courtesy of the Senate. Perhaps, according to strict 
rule, the Senator had no right to enter inte any dis- 
cussion, unless there was some specific question 
before the Senate; but it was the courtesy of the 
Senate that was now appealed to, whether he should 
proceed or not; and it had been usual to extend 
courtesy in such cases. 

Mr. KING said he was fully aware that there 
was no rule of order to justify this discussion. For 
his part, he had been anxious and very willing that 
it should have been arrested at an early period; but 
it was not arrested. In the course of that discus- 
sion, his honorable friend [Mr. CUTHBERT] made 
certain stalements—those statements were ques- 
tioned—they were not directly denied, but they 
were questioned; and had there ever been an in- 
stance of an honorable Senator—when he had 
made statements which were questioned by any 
Senator—not being permitted, at a subsequent day, 
to come forward and make an explanation? There 
never had been such an instance. Was it said 
there was no rule of order to justify it? Why, did 


‘they nöt allow Senators to get up and speak by the 
hour, who concluded with a motion? and had those | 


honorable Senators been called to order before any 
motion was before the Senate? No: for they sup- 
posed that a proper self-respect, and a due regard 
to public opinion, would prevent Senators proceed- 
ing irregularly; and therefore they had not checked 
them by any rule of order, when making explana- 
tions. They enforced rules to facilitate business; 
bat when.a Senator wished to put himself right, 
was he to be checked? The Senator from Georgia 
held a position, then, which demanded from that 
body that he should be permitted to explain. 

Mr. PRESTON hoped the point of order would 
be withdrawn. It was the uniform practice of the 
Senate to permit a Senator to make an explanation, 
when it was thought necessary. 

The PRESIDENT said, under the circumstances 
of the case, he should feel bound to put the ques- 
tion to the Senate, “Shall the Senator from Georgia 
be permitied to proceed?” 

Mr. PHELPS said, perhaps an apology was due 
from him to the Senate; and he begged to say to the 
Senator from Georgia that he was not aware that 
that Senator was implicated in consequence of any 
thing which had been said on a former occasion. 
He (Mr. PneLrs) could only say, by way of apo- 
logy, that he was absent from the Senate on that 
occasion during part of the discussion; he came in 
while the discussion was going on, and he found, to 
his regret, the Senate engaged in a -discussion in 
relation to the opinions of an honorable Senator, 
which, it strack him, was entirely ‘irrelevant; nor 
could he discover now how a discussion respecting 
the opinions of any gentleman, who may have been 
honored with a seat bere, could be relevant, when 
those opinions involved nothing for the action of 
the Senate. When, therefore, he found that the 
discussion was to be renewed, he felt it to be his 
duty, as a member of that body, to interfere and to 
interrupt, if possible, a discussion tending to no 
result. With respect to the individual opinions of 
ithe Senator from Massachusetis, if they were of 
any consequence any where, it was out of doors; 
yet if he had supposed that the honorable Senator 
from Georgia had felt that he was implicated in 
consequence of any thing that had transpired there 
on a previous day, and that he felt it ‘necessary to 
have an opportunity to set himself right, he (Mr. 
Pueirs) wonld not have interfered. Having said 
this much, he might be permitted to add, if the ho- 
norable Senator conceived now that it was neces- 
sary that he should be heard on this floor, he (Mr. 
Pueips) would most cheerfully withdraw his point 
of order; but, at this late petiod of the session, it 
did appear to him that the discussion should be con- 
fined to some reasonable limits. vid, 

Mr. CUTHBERT said the expression used did 
not convey his views: he did not feel himself ‘im- 
plicated;” but, in the presence of the country, he 
had made certain statements which had been ques~ 
tioned; he then promised to furnish the proofs on 
which his statements were based, and he now called 
upon the Senate,as a matter of justice, to give 
him the opportunity to furnish his justification. 

The PRESIDENT. There appears to be a ge- 
neral acquiescence. The Senator will therefore 
proceed. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said he had an extract from 
a report made to the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts by a committee appointed on the subject 
of slavery. This was the paper which he had 
siated he had had in his hands in : 1838; 
the paper from whieh he- first derived his 
information must have been earlier, since this de- 
bate took place in 1837. Whether there had been 
two reports, or whether the. first document was not 
areport of the Legislature of Massachusetts, but 
from some other source, he could not say; but, 
passing that by, he begged the Senate to listen to 
the reading of this extract, which proved the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, who had lately left this Hall, 
to have been first named on a committee to prepare 
a memorial or address to Congress, to prohibit the 
slave trade between the States. 

The report of the Massachusetts Legislature, of 
which this was an extract, went further than to 
place the Senator from Massachusetts: at the head 
of the committee, for it cited his opinions as thesé 
of an “eminent jurist and great constitutional law- 
yer.” That part of the report, however, iad not 
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been copied into the extract. Now there might be 
a question whether this paper was or was not au- 
thentic; to this he could say he had compared it 
with the memorial presented to the other House, 
and he found it exactly to correspond, with the ex- 
ception of one word. He now begged that the 
Clerk might be suffered to read the document. 

The Secretary read it accordingly. 

It purported to bea memorial, drawn up by a 
committee of which Mr. WessteR was a member. 
The memorial expressed the opinion that Congress 
had the power to prohibit the slave trade between 
the States. 

Mr. PRESTON remembered: well, some years 
ago, such sentiments as were there expressed being 
attributed to the distinguished Senator from Mas- 
sachuset!s, now no longer a Senator from that State. 
Whether properly attributed, he had nothing more 
to rely upon than the common ramor of the news- 
papers of the country. But more recently he had 
‘been present when declarations were made by the 
gentleman alluded to, which had his hearty appre- 
bation. On that occasion he did not stop to inquire 
‘what might have been the opinions of that distin- 
guished gentleman on a former occasion; it was 
‘sufficient for him that they were now thus and thus, 
and it gave him great pleasure then to hear that 
those’ opinions were to be publicly pronounced. 
They were so pronounced at Alexandria, again in 
Virginia, and again in Vermont, Those declara- 
tions were deliberately made, as he (Mr. Preston) 
happened to know, and with a full sense of the 
solemnity of the declaration and the pledge, made 
for the first time in the presence of a Southern 
community; and he, (Mr. Presron,) as a Southern 
man, should have considered himself recreant to his 
duty if he had not hailec, with his utmost approba- 
tion, declarations from so high a quarter, of the 
correct policy of this country affecting the interests 
of the South. He (Mr. Presron) was not ina 
position to regret to see him come over to Southern 
principles and Southera interests, and he heartily 
rejoiced to hear so powerful a voice advoca'e the 
best and dearest interests of their country. If this 
were a change of opinion in the distinguished 
Senator from Massachusetts, it struck him (Mr. 
Preston) as evidence of a change of opinion in 
the Northern country in favor of the Soath, and 
of ground to hope for future changes, for, for a 
long time past, most unconstitutional doctrines had 
been held in the North which had a tendency to be 
fatal to the United States, but were especially dele- 
terious to the interests of the South, which he re- 
presented; and therefore he hailed, enthusiastically 
hailed the declaration of these opinions with de- 
light. He thought it was a most auspicious event, 
and he was glad that he was there present to bring 
itabout. It may have been a change; he had not 
inquired whether it were so or not, but he had 
marked a progressing change of late years. 
Why, ten years ago gentlemen from the South 
were willing to get up and move the abo- 
lition of slavery in the District of Columbia; 
and gentlemen south of the Potomac, who, he 
knew, were prepared to move then in the District 
of Columbia, would now shrink from it as danger- 
ous and abhorrent to them. Changes were -going 
on at which he rejoiced. He especially rejoiced to 
hear the declarations made at Alexandria by such 
a man; he was also rejoiced that the pledge to pro- 
claim the opinions then expressed elsewhere, 
been redeemed. He then read an extract from 
Mr. Wersrer’s Richmond speech, to show the 
opinions which that gentleman now entertained, 
and he added that he felt confident the rights and 
merits of the South might be safely entrusted to 

im. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said, after what bad been 
sai it would be difficult to force him into a dis- 
cussion. There was nothing which had been ut- 
tered by the Senator from South Carolina which 
had not been anticipated by him in his remarks to 
the Senate last week. The essence of those re- 
marks was perfectly where it was; the remarks 
were general in their nature; the expressions were 
strong and absolute expressions of a specific doc- 
trine; and not only was it true that such specific 
doctrines were maintained, but it was also true that 
they were maintained on the sanction and authori- 


had” 


ty of the Senator from Massachusetts. Now, if 
that Senator had infused a virus into-the political 
veins, it should be followed by the antidote. of his 
great and bigh authority. But what authority 
that man ought to be entitled to, who de- 
clared that the clause of the. Constitution 
giving power to regulate trade might be used 
for the prohibition of trade, he (Mr. Curuserr) 
could not understand. What would be said 
by the citizens of Massachusetts if Congress, under 
the authority to regulate trade, should prevent them 
carrying their manufactures to North Carolina, or 
to Virginia, or Georgia? Why, it would meet 
with their strongest expressions of pity. Well, 
then, if the opinions of this same “eminent jurist, 
this great constitutional lawyer,” had been express- 
ed so absurdly, what was to be thought of either 
his head or his heart? If the defect were in his 
head, what became of all those great eulogies 
which they had had of him, and of all that lavish- 
ment of praise which they had heard in the course 
of the last week? If in his heart—were they feel- 
ings of which the people whom the Senator from 
South Carolina represented, could approve? But 
let him show the Senate the danger of trusting in 
general declarations. At the time of this debate, 
in 1837, he thought the Senator from South Caroli- 
na would not say the Senator from Massachusetts 
had made any expression of that change of opinion 
which had since been made, yet at that time he ut- 
tered general expressions in relation to the power 
of Congress to act on the States, as strong as the 
English language could afford. At that time, as 
reported in Gales and Seaton’s Register of Debates— 

“Mr. WEBSTER said he could not perceive the 
cause of that warmth which had been exhibited by 
the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives,] while he 
was so strenuously exhorting other gentlemen to 
keep cool. That Senator could not express more 
strongly the want of power in the General Govern- 
ment to interfere with slavery in the States than 
Mr. W. had often and always done, The 
Senator had said, however, that those only were 
interested in this subject who were suffering in 
the immediate presence of the evil. This Mr. W. 
could not but consider asa great mistake. Mr. 
W. though living in a Northern Sate, and a 
State non-slaveholding, felt that evil too, from 
the train of consequences which it inevitably drew 
after it. He had as deep an interest in the peace 
and the preservation of the Union as the Senator 
from Virginia.” 

When he rose it was simply with the intention 
of laying the document before the Senate which 
had been read, and he had no desire to prolong the 
discussion respecting the opinions of the Senator 
from Massachusetts: all personal intercourse- be- 
tween him and that gentleman bad ceased for 
years, as was known to many; for the course of 
that gentleman, it was clear to his mind, was hos- 
tile to the interests of the South. His [Mr. Wrs- 
sTER’s] great ability no one would dispute, but his 
great ability gave him a more fatal power to work 
mischief. Great talents were given from on high 
to be applied to the good of mankind. Intellect! 
what is it unless connected with moral qualities? 
What is it without sympathy with mankind, with- 
out magnanimity, without a deep sense of what is 
due to the people? Heis a mere monster of in- 
tellect who does not join toit moral qualities. 
Whence,then, did the Senator from Kentucky derive 
his topics of praise? Perhaps, however, this was 
to cease. . 

Mr. CLAY hoped the Senator from Georgia 
would go on if he had anything to say respecung 
him, (Mr. CLAY.) f 

Mr. CUTHBERT, Well, then, with respect to 
ihat Senator, it was well known that more than one 
great crisis had taken place in this country. The 
first great crisis was the war with Great Britain; 
the next was when the whole country was agitated 
on the subject of the tariff. On the first was there 
any unity of action between the two Senators? [Mr. 
Cray and Mr. Wensrer.] And on the second, 
when it was compromise or civil war, were they 
not equally opposed? Then the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts sternly contended for no compromise. 
Good God! at this crisis of my country thou didst 
carry her through, and I returned thee my humble 


thanks. he third great crisis was this matter of 
Abolition. Look at the document presented: this 
day and its reproduction by the Legislature of 
Massachusetts, and at the whole course.-of. ‘the 
Senator from Massachusetts, which he had pür- 
sued in this Hall. As he had before said, God 
had given- to certain individuals great talents, but . 
for them he. would demand an account héreafter: 
Oh, then, my God! how happy would the Senator 
from Massachusetts have been if he had known 
how to improve them! He should have had: firm- 
ness enough to have said, Oh, my countrymen you 
have been misled! .Oh, my countrymen, if you 
ever reposed confidence in my judgment and my 
eounsel, abstain from this fata] course! ; 
Mr. CLAY regretted extremely to have been 
called out in the manner in whieh he had been by 
the Senator who had just resumed his seat. He 
thought with the Senator from Vermont, that this 
debate was wholly irregular; nor was there. any. 
necessity to create an occasion for that exhibition of 
proof which had been made by the Senator from 
Georgia, for ina few days the nomination. ofthe 
late Senator from Massachusetts, to a high: office, 
would be before the. Senate, and then the: Senator 
from Georgia might have presented them to: the 
Senate. But since there had been an indulgence 
granted by the presiding officer to the Senator-from 
Georgia, and as he had thought proper to allude to 
certain differences of opinion between the late 
Senator from Massachuse'ts and himself, (Mr. 
Cray) he asked the indulgence of the Sena‘e while 
he made a few observations in reply. No error 
could be greater than to judge of human nature by 
a single quality, or a single opinion. > If there must 
be a coincidence of opinion, both abstract and 
practical, between any two men before they were 
brought together— ; f 
Mr. CUTHBERT made some observation which 
was not distinetly heard. 
Mr. CLAY. I wili not be interrupted. : 
Mr. CUTHBERT again attempted to be heard 
Mr. CLAY continued, with some warmth. I 
will not, I cannot, be interrupted. I will not per- 
mit an interruption. The practice is much too 
commen; it is not parliamentary; it is too much 
tolerated in another place in this Capitol, and I 
trust it will not be continued here. He then re- 
sumed his remarks, and observed that no error 
could be greater than to select a single opinion.of 
any being, whereby to judge of his whole charac- 
ter or of his fitness for office. But what: was the 
accusation ‘brought by the Senator from Georgia? 
Why, there was a provision in the Constitution of 
the United States, that Congress shall have power 
to regulate commerce with foreign nations and 
among the several States, and with the Indian 
tribes, There was another, which provided that 
there should be no prohibition of the importation 
of certain persons therein described, prior to 1808. 
It appeared that both had remained to this day 
unacted upon, except that relating to the foreign 
slave trade. Now, a reference was made by. the 
Senator from Georgia to the opinions.of the Senator 
from Massachusetts in connection with these pro- 
visions. That which gives power: to ‘regulate 
commerce was one about which there was a great 
diversity of opinion. His (Mr. Cuay’s) opinion 
was, and he had recently taken occasion to express 
it, that the power to regulate did not imply probi- 
bition, but the removal of obstacles. But suppose 
it was a case perfectly clear, in which the Senator 
from Massachusetts was wrong, was he to be 
judged by a single error of opinion? With whom, 
at this moment, was the Senator from Georgia 
acting? The distinguished Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr.Cauoun.] Did, then, the. Senator 
from Georgia hold to the doctrine of. nullification? 
Mr. CUTHBERT. No. : i 
Mr. CLAY. Did the Senator from South Caro- 
lina and the Senator from Georgia concur on all 
points? He asked the pardon of the Senator from 
South Carolina for thus referring to him; it. was 
with no desire to be personal, but for the sake of 
lustration. He again asked if those two Senators 
agreed on all points, whether of policy or practice? 
No: they were to take human character by the 
tout ensembie, by its whole extent, and not by a sin- 
gle feature. Now, to pursue this idea: the honora- 
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ble Senator from Georgia reminded him that cn 
three great occasions, according to his (Mr. Curu- 
BERTS} opinion, which have occurred in the history 
of this country, the Senator from Massachusetts 
and himself (Mr. Cray) have differed. Weil, 
what were they? The first was the late war with 
Great Britain, and it was very true that the Senator 
from Massachusetis then differed from him, (Mr. 
Cray.) He thought that Senator was then wrong; 

, he (Mr. Cray) thought the interest, the honor, and 
the character of the country demanded that war. 
The Senator from Massachusetts thought other- 
wise; and the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Cura- 
BERT] was with him, (Mr. Cray.) But he wouid 
tell them there was another war, infinitely more 
disastrous to the country; and in that war where 
stood the Senator from Gecrgia and his gallant 
friend from Massachusetts? He alluded to that 
domestic war, which from the inmost recesses of 
his sou! he abhorred, which was commenced under 
the command of Andrew Jackson, against the 
liberties of this country. Where stood the Senator 
from Georgia then? Why, the Senator from Geor- 
gia fought against him (Mr. Cray) and his friends 
until the country stood redeemed from the dangers 
with which it was threatened. And where was 
his friend from Massachusetts? Why, in the 
midst of the fight, battling for the liberties of the 
people until the conquest was achieved. Weil, 
was he to agree with the Senator from Georgia be- 
cause that Senator agreed with him respecting 
the British war, rather than with the Senator from 
Massachusetts, who disagreed with him (Mr. 
Cusy) about that foreign war, but was with him 
in relation to the domestic contest of the last 
twelve years? 

But, again, they were reminded of the case of 
the compromise, and they were told that the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts was willing to leave the 

` country to the possibility of a civit war. But did 
that Senator stand alone on that occasion? Where 
were the Senators from Missouri and New Yu:k? 
(Messrs. Benron and Wniait.] Why, they dit 
fered as much from him (Mr. Cray) about the 
adoption of the compromise as the Senator from 
Massachusetts ever did. Did the Senator from 
Georgia find it difficult then to co-operate with the 
Senators from Missouri and New York? No; he 
was heart and glove—he was heart and hand with 
them in all their measures, Weil, the third crisis 
in which the Senator from Georgia said he (Mr. 
Cray) and the Senator from Massachusetts differed 
was about Abolition. He could only repeat here 
what he had before declared, as far as he knew 
and believed, that the opinions of the Senator from 
Massachusetts were just as mach adverse to Aboli- 
tion as the opinions of the Senator from Georgia 
himself were adverse to Abolition. That there 
were dangers impending over this Republic, and 
would continue over it, they must disregard all the 
lessons of experience and of history if they did not 
believe. But let him tell them what was the great- 
est danger which threatened this country in refer- 
ence to the delicate subject to which the Senator 
from Georgia had referred. It was in ul.raism. 
It was in ibe ultraism of the South on the one 
hand-~of a small portion of the South on the one 
hand, and the uliraism of Abolition on the other 
The course of safety lay in a moderate, firm, reso- 
lute determination to maintain the rights of the 
South—ihe just, constitutional rights of ibe South, 
in their fullest extent, against all attacks, not bemg 
led off into an extreme by attacks on the one band, 
or frightened into extremes on the other. He had 
been led of on this subject farther than he had in- 
tended.to have gone, or he might have reierred io 
another coincidence of opinion of the Senator from 
Georgia and the Senator {rom Massachusetis, and 
a difference of those Senators from him, (Mr. Cray.) 
He might be mistaken, but he believed the Senator 
from Georgia was a member of the other House in 
1824, at ihe passage of the tariff act; and where 
stood the Senator from Massachusetis iken? Acting 
by the side of the Senator from Georgia, if he were 
there, and by the side of that Senator’s {r.eads, if 
he were absent, and opposed to him, (Mr. CLAY) 
Why, during the long course of thirteen years he 
had agreed with the Senator from Massachusetts, 


and differed wiih the Senator. from Massachusetts; 


during the same period he had also agreed with the 
Senator from Georgia and differed with the Sena- 
tor from Georgia; and if the Senator from Georgia 
would undertake to calculate all the coincidences 
of opinion and the differences in that pericd, he 
would work out a far more difficult. problem than 
a friend of his (Mr. Cuay’s) in the other House 
had undertaken, in an attempt to prove that Ver- 
mont, and not Kentucky, was entitled to the honor 
of “the Banner State.” 5 

Mr. CUTHBERT thought it hardly necessary 
to reply to the Senator from Kentacky, or he 
should be drawn to give importance to that which 
was not entitled to so much consideration. . Tue 
honorable Senator’s subsequent remarks were in- 
audible at the Reporter’s desk, but he was under- 
stood to char+clerize something as “audacious.” 

Mr. CLAY rose and said: I wish to know if the 
Senator applies to me? If he does, I will call him 
to order. 

Mr. CUTHBERT continued, The Senator from 
Kentucky was himself in the habit of usiag very 
provoking language to others. Now let them con: 
sult nothing but the public good, instead of con- 
sulting nothing but the excitement of factions; and 
when the Senator from Keniucky learned proper 
courtesies towards his opponents, he should meet 
with nothing but courtesy from him, (Mr. Cura- 
BERT,) and not till then. 

After some further remarks by Mr. CUTHBERT 
and Mr. Rives, 

Mr. WALKER spoke at some length, being 
drawn into the debate by the allusions of honorable 
Senators to the Mississippi case then pending in the 
Supreme Court, into the merits of which he entered 
with some minuteness. 

After a few observations from Messrs. PRES- 
TON, CLAY, CUTHBERT, and BUCHANAN, 

Mr. WRIGHT appealed tothe Senate whether 
they would not take up the appropriation bills 
which were ready to be passed; for that purpose he 
would sugzest that the Senate should take a recess, 
and meet again at 5 o’clock. 

This wes agreed to; and the Senate then ad journ- 
ed until 5 o’elock. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 
SPEECH OF MR. VANDERPOEL, 


OF NEW YORK,, 

In the House of Representatives, Minday, February 1, 
1841.—In Committee of the Whole-on the Trea- 
sury note bill. z 
Mr. VANDERPOEL said, he did not propoze 

to take a pait in the discusion of the bill under 
consideration from any apprehension that it would 
not pass. He was very sẹre, if the time should 
ever come when we could get a vote upon it, it 
would pass, and that, too, by a most decided majo- 
rity. At ithe same time, if seemed to be regarded 
by one side of the House as furnishing a fit occa- 
sion for keeping up a constant fire upon an out- 
going Administration. His connection with the 
Committee that reported the bill, and not a disposi- 
tion to inflict a long speech on this committee, tempt- 
ed him to invoke enough of its time and attention 
to enable him to answer a few of what be deemed 
the unfounded statements and wild speculations of 
some of the gentlemen who had already addressed 
ihe committee, 

Complaints icud and deep bad been uttered 
against the Secretary of the Treasury, because he 
had not given seasonable and mere explicit warn- 
ing in his annual reports of his iniention to apply 
to us for leave to issue Treasury notes. The gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. Evans] had more than in- 
sinuated that these annual reports had usually pre- 
sented a most fair and flattering state of things, since 
a resort to Treasury notes for relief bad been 
fassionabie, because they were printed by thousands, 
culated through the whole of this extended coun- 
iry, and read by every inquiring citizen; and that, 
after the session was well advanced, and not till 
then, wouid the Secretary intimate the probability 
of his requiring relief. This was not cnly im- 
peaching the ection, but the motives, if not the ve- 
racity, of the Secretary; and Mr. V. thought that 
common justice required that gentlemen should be 
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weil convinced that such allegations were incon- 
trovertibly founded in truth before they ventured 
to make them. He had, last year, when a similar’ 
bill was under consideration, showed the injustice 
of a similar charge, by reading a few paragraphs 
from the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and justice to that faithful officer res 
quired him to call to the recollection of the honc- 
rable member, who had now accused the Secretary 
of this sort of disingenuousness, a few passages of 
the Secreiary’s annual report. 

In page ten of the document to which he had 
just referred, the Secretary uses the following very 
explicit language: 

“Tc will be observed, however, that though, under either of 
these arrangements, enough might be obtained within the whole 
of 1841, for the objects contemplated, yet not a due or suffi- 
cient proportion in the first quarters, because, by that time, 
all,the measures are not likely to go into full Operation, nor much 
of the anticipated increase to happen in the actual receipts of 
dativs under existing Jaws. Unusually heavy expenses will 
also fall onthat quarier inthe next year. In ‘addition toa full 
portion of most of the current expenses, and the whole of the 
pension payments for the first half of the year, and one-third 
ofamiiion or more for all the annual fishing bounties, there 
will be imposed on it most of the charges for the whole year 
connected with the session of Congress and private bills, as well 
as large payments fortaking the census, and forthe first in- 
stalment Of the debt of this district; several of them as early 
even as the first day of January. 

“From these circumstances, and the consideration that all 
which is due fromthe banks may not be then paid, and_that the 
balance in the Treasury, under the policy adopted by Congress 
of late years will, of necessity, be small; while the fluctuations 
and inequalities are very great between the receipts and expen- 
ditures in different portions of the year, to which we are con- 
stantly exposed trom causes that lave, on former occasions, 
been explained at length, it must be obvious that entire safety 
requires a condiiional power to be seasonably conferred on the 
Execuuve to obtain, at any time within I8{1, such subsidiary 
means as may be needed for a few months, and as may be suffi- 
cient to enable the ‘Treasury punctually to discharge, during 
that year, aj) the liabilities iniposed by Congress,” 

Now Mr. V. appealed to those gentlemen who 
had been so ready to charge the Secretary of the 
Treasury with a want of candor, whether they had 
Sustained the charge. Fle teils you, in language 
as explicit as he could well employ, that safety re- 
quires a conditional power to be not only conferred, 
bat “‘seasonably"? conferred on the Executive, 10 
vbtain such subsidiary means as may be sufficient 
to enable the Treasury punctually to discharge all 
the liabilities imposed upon it by Congress. What 
more emphatic notification do you require of his 
apprehended wants—of the necessity of your sea: 
sonable interposition to secure the means necessary 
to discharge with punctuality and fidelity all 
the liabiliues of the Government? `. Do you 
want him to “hit the bird in the eye,” in the 
suggestion of a remedy? to tell you in so 
many words, that he will want Treasury 
notes? Now he has not said enough to suit you; 
but had he told you that “ Treasury notes” were the 
proper remedy, he would have said entirely too 
much, Then would we have scen gentlemen brig- 
tle up, and repel with most terrific indignation, 
suck an impudent specimen of Executive dictation. 
Then would they have said, and with mneh pro- 
priety, too, that it was enough for the Secretary to 
tell us that the disease existed, and that it was the 
sole province of our wisdom to determine what was 
the appropriate remedy; but now, it suited their pur- 
pose to say that the mere annunciation, in piain 
language, ot the wants of the Treasury, was not 
enough; that the Secretary ought to have gone one 
siep farther, and told us whai was the suitable re- 
medy. To satisfy gentlemen, then, seemed to be 
out ofthe question. ff the Secretary go to the 
very verge of his constitutional duty, he does not 
go far enough; and if he should s:ep one inch over 
it, and presume to entrench upon our high prero- 
gatives, then is he guilty of impertinence and tisur- 
pation, highly derogatory to our rights and dignity. 

it had been said that the friends of the ourgoing 
Administration scemed actuated by a niggardly 
spirit in regard to the amount of sustenance and 
support which they proposed to measure oul to 
uece He was sure our adversaries did 
us injustice, in entertaining this supposition. 
We know too well the men who are soon to be in 
the ascendant; how hunery they are; how impa- 
tient fer the spoils, to have it in our hearts to meas 
sure oul to them a stinted allowance. It is our 
purpose, before we deliver the assets over to our suc- 
cessors, to fill the crib reasonably full; but whether 
any reasonable portion of liberality would suffice 
to fill it full enough to satisfy all the lean, lank, 
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hungry; spoils-renouneing patriots who intended to , 


fatten upon public bounty, must be a matter of 
“doubt to all, who see how extravagant are the 
hopes, and how numerous the army which is rush- 
ing to the manger. At the same time that we 
should be willing to make the incoming Adminis- 
tration a liberal allowance for its sustenance and 
support, it should not be done with such liberality 
as would be apt to conduce to extravagance and 
prodigality. When young men come into the pos- 
session of their estates, it were always well for 
them fo be at first restricted in their power tospend 
and squander. The fact of having, ail at once, 
too much money under their contro}, oftentimes 
leads them into extravagances and vices, from 
which a more judicious and restricted allowance 
would save them. Much additional weight to the 


natural force of this latter consideration was added | 


by the faet, that the past habits and well known 
principles of those who were soon to assume the 
administration of the Government, afforded no very 
satisfactory pledge that public economy stood very 
high in their catalcgue of virtues. Is not this evi- 
dent from the burden of the song of the cham» 
pions of the new Administration, 

addressed the committee; from the 
and most unnatural effort they have made to 
prove, in the very teeth of all authentic evidence, 
that there is already a public debt of many 


. milions of dollars, for which immediate and per- | 


manent provision should be made? To prove this 


seemed to be the primary cbjeet of the three gertle- | 


men Neckars of the House, [Messrs. BARNARD, 
Bett and Evans} But what was quite amusing 
to him was, to beho!d in these honorable members 
such a complete harmony of purpose—such an 
identity of object, and at the same time, such a 
striking discrepancy in the mode and means of at- 
taining their ead. His honorable colleague, [Mr. 
Barnarp] who seemed rather bolder in figures and 
calculations than either of his distinguished coadju- 
tors, had cyphered up, to his own entire apparent 
satisfaction, a debt of forty millions of dollars! 
The other two gentlemen had been a little more 
modest, but the roads they travelled, to reach the 
object for which they started, were as dissimilar as 
were generally the ways of travellers who, in the 
fulness of their own self sufficiency, chose to repu- 
diate the guides and landmarks which contro‘led 
thé direction of the more wise and docile. Before 


the three gentlemen started upon their common | 


voyage to discover 

debt, it would have 
to have compared notes and briefs, agreed 
upon the regions, they should traverse, and 
the direction they would pursue to reach a com- 
mon destination. ‘Then, perhaps, would not faith 
in the existence of the object of discovery have 
been weakened, as it had been on this occasion, by 
discordant accounts of its nature and character on 
the part of the learned navigators who professed 
to have found it. He would,in another part of 
his remarks, present in a more striking manner 
than it was in order here to do, the differences of 
the three honorable gentlemen, who had striven so 
hard on this oceasion. From their strained and most 
unnatural effort to invalidate the testimony of the 


and fish for a public 
been well for them 


fiscal officer of your Government, whose duty it | 


was to know whether the nation was. or was not 
charged with a heavy debt, he had sometimes 


thought that they might feel a joy at the discovery | 
of a debt, proportioned to the beaefiis to which | 


they supposed it might lead H so, it was not 
surprising, if they feltan anxiety to demonstrate 
its existence, corresponding with their high esti- 
mate of i's unity. 

Mr. V. said be was sure that at least two, 


of the gentlemen who had preceded him in | 
Barwagp and Evins} 


this debate, [Messrs. 
were the advocates of a National Bank, 2 
high protective tariff, and of a.transfer to the 
States of that portion of our revenue which exists 


in our rich publie domain; and it would be in ac- | 


cordance with a most familiar Jaw of our nature, if 
upon very slight, and to unprejudiced minds, unsa- 
tisfactory evidence, they should be ready to adopt 
the conclusion, that the nation was already stag- 
gering under a heavy. debt. It would be according 
to the principle, that our convictions are too apt to 


| keeping. 


who have | 
vigorous | 


H. of Reps. 


fon with our wishes. The honorable members 
well know, if they know any thing, that they might 
create as many National Bank charters as they 
pleased, and they could never get the stock taken 
up without the aid of a national debt; that Con- 
gress must not ouly create the mould, the charter 
for a bank, but must also furnish the means, the 
metal or liquid wherewith to fill it. A bank, with 
a capital of between fifty and seventy-five millions 
of doliars, seemed now to be deemed indispensable 


by the bank-adoring party, to which the reins of | 


Government were soon to be committed. In the 
absence of a publie debt and Government stock, 
where are you going to get the means of filling it up? 
Tiere is act enough of surplus and unemployed capi- 
talin this country, for so gigantic a purpose; and 
foreign capitalists have had too recent expe- 
rience ef the sad effects ef their connection 
wih “a Bank of the United States,” to be willing 
again to commit their fortunes to its care and 
Our repeated suspensions and revul- 
sions were not very well calculated to inspire con- 
fidence on the partof foreign capitalists in Ameri- 
can inves’ments. Can it be believed that they 
wiil investin the stock of a Bank to be managed 
by a few individuals, over whom they have no di- 
rect contro], and who may be entire strangers to 
them, when they can purchase your good six per 
cent. Siate stocks at a handsome discount? When 
ali this wasso palpable to the most superficial ob- 
server, it would not be wonderful if the National 
Bank portion of this House should look upon a 
permanent national debt with sentiments of favor, 
knowing, as they did, that their pet Mammoth 
Reevlator could have no other reliable nursing 
mother. 

Bur, sir, there are other objects near and dear to 
the hearts of the party which is soon to be in the 
ascendant, to the aitainment of which, the imme- 
diate, actual, or seeming existence of a na- 
tional debt was indispensable. The decree 
has already gone forth, from a quarter which 
we are bound to regard as more than semi- 
official, that an extra session of Congress must 
be ealled. This cannot be done, with any thing 
like grace, without the necessity of providing for 
some pressing financial emergency. The danger of 
war not being imminent enough to justify a call of 
Congress, some other pretence must be fabricated; 
and what isso easy as to question the ability of so 
cumbrous a machine as the Treasury Department 
o? this Goverment lo meet its engagements? Col- 


| lecting and disbursing between twenty and thirty 


milli:ns of doilars per year, with so many objects 
of expenditure, which the imagination of ultra 
bankites, tariffites, and distributionists, can increase 
and increase, in proportion to their extravagant e- 
timate of the requirements of “the public good and 
general welfare,” it would not be extraordinary if 
the heated fancy of gentlemen, so eager to com 
vince themselves and others that all is not wel, 
should discover, to their own entire satisfaction, 
that this machineis out of gear. The three erudite 
and astute financiers who have filed their articles of 
“impeachment” against the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, no doubt imagine that they have de- 
monstrated this fact, and thus created a fair 
pretext for an extra session. He, Mr. V. had 
already lived lorg enough to know, that when- 
evera party movement was resolved upon, it never 
failed for want of a pretext. There was much of 
point and wisdom in the familiar saying, that the 
man “who wanied to kill a rabid animal could. al- 
ways find astick.” So the politicians who wantedan 
extra session for the purpose of hurrying on mea- 
sares which they feared would lose ground in the 
ublic mind from postponement and discussion, 
would surely not fail of their purpose for want of 
a reason; and it would be strange, indeed, if that 
reason was not the alleged resuit of the folly or 
wickedness of ihe past Administration—an inability 
to keep the wheels of Government in motion 
through the year because of financial embarrass- 
ments. Your pretext for an extra session Is an im- 
poverished Treasury, which will render it difficult 
to get through the year without additional aid. 
This, said Mr. V. was the pretended, but was not 
the true moving cause of an extra session of Con 
gress. The patty so lately? victorious were too 


impatient to wait the natural course. of time for 
ihe execution of those measures (of abominations, 
as he believed,) which they intended to fasten upon 
the country, ‘fhe Independent Treasury law must 
te instantly repealed, because, it you give-it-anc- - 
ther year’s chance, fairly to try its operation, all’ 
your predictions as to its disastrous effects will:be: 
falsified; the public lands must be divided among 
the States to advance the interests of speculators in 
State stocks, credit-system bankrupts, and Eastern 
manufaciurers, British capitalists, and some other 
favored associations, always excepting the people 
at large—the working, unaspiring, quiet, tax pay- 
ing portion of the community; outfits must be pro- 
vided for new missions abread, or for new minis- 
ters to be appointed instead of old and recalled 
ones, asa reward for partisan service, and as a 
pledge of the sincerity of yourselves and your chief 
in fulminating sreh repeated denunciations against 
the odious “spoils system; and last, though not 
least, a buge National Bank must be chartered 
to complete the subjection of the freebora_people 
of this country to the money power of England 
and America. These are the choice biessings, the 
“measures of relief,” younow contemplate, and 
which you are too eager to usher into being, to be 
willing to defer their consummation, ualii the peri- 
odieal meeting of the National Legislature. A 
special session of Congress must be convened with 
a view to these gigantic measures, Why not deal 
candidly with us, and tell us that these constitute 
the necessity for your called session? Why, still 
further, persist in your non-committal and hypo- 
critical game—professing one motive, and actuated 
by another; professing one object, and actually 
aiming at another? Why preach to us volumes 
about the condition of the Treasury for the coming 
year, when the wants of the Treasury, real or 
imaginary, constitute the least of ail your anx- 
ieties; when your true object is, te hurry 
through measures which you had not the manliness 
to avow during the canvass which preceded your 
triumph. Mr. V. said that, were he nothing buta 
partisan, and had nothing but the good of party in 
view, he would not deplore an extra session, called, 
as it would be, if called at all, for the purposes 
which he had already indicated. Let the trium- 
phant party meet here during the scorching months 
of June or July, before the exacerbat on of feelings 
consequent upon recent disappointment had sub- 
sided, and, his word for it, very few weeks would 
exhibit it in a light which its very few disinterested 
friends would have cause to deplore. Distractions, 
divisions, and heartburnings would be the order of 
the day. We have already heard the rumbling 
echoes which precede the storm. We knew, full 
well knew, that the discordant, heterogeneous ma- 
terials of which this party was composed, fore- 
boded a certain, if not a speedy dissolution. We 
knew that the strict constructionist of the South, 
and the extreme, reckless latitudinarian of the 
North, could not jong labor together in peace in the 
same vineyard. Tooxgh opposite elements may 
have coalesced for a temporary object, we knew 
that the Abolitionist of the North and the slaveholder 
of the South could not Jong harmoniously jog on. to- 
gether in the same pathway; but we hardly expected 
such early and dec'sive demonstrations as we have 
already beheld. We were quite confident that 
once in possession of the Government, you :could 
no longer playa General Mum—mere Jog cabin 
and hard cider—game; that then you would be 
obliged, not only to show, but to practice your prin- 
ciples; that stripped of your cooneskin covering 
your jarring and incohesive elements would stand 
out in their original and most por.catous naked- 
nest; and that soon, very soon. after their exposure 
to a cheated and a humbugged people, it would 
be our privilege, upen the door of some deserted 
leg cabin, erected peradventure by dandies and 
bank bought satellites, to inseribe your epitaph in 
something like the following sentiments: “« Here 
stands a memento of bank, hard cider, Whigery of 
1840. Haviog triumphed by concealing its princi- 
ples, it expired the moment necessity led to their 
ayowal.” Yes, depend upon it, gentlemen, 
yours is not to be the privilege of resting upon a bed 
of foses, extra session, or no extra session. Your: 


troubles are now just commencing, and’ from 
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demonstrations already made, as weil as from the 
very elemental principles which compose you, 
it-is manifest, that you are so rotten as to be 
scarcely capable of preservation till inauguration 
day. For private reasons, he (Mr. V.) had de- 
clined, at the late election, being a candidate again 
for Congress. He was sure this determination 
would, at least, deprive him of the opportunity of 
here. witnessing. many amusing incidents—many 
new and now unexpected somersets. The gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Wise] had already given 
his party fair warning, that if they attempted to 
push through some of their measures, fidelity to which 
is regarded by its leading members as the criterion of 
the true faith, they would find him “kicking against 
the pricks.” Yes, before the termination of this 
year of our Lord, 1841, the huge majority which 
you have promised yourselves on this floor, will 
manifest too much congeniality with the gentleman 
from Virginia not to render it unavailing for the 
great. purposes to which you look as the fraits of 
your yietory. The South cannot consent to fill the 
vacuum occasioned by the abstraction of five mil- 
lions of dollars per year in proceeds of public 
lands, by additonal duties to that extent upon 
imports. Your party rode into power by 
false and deczplive means; and, just as sure as 
that the “wages of sin is death,” so sure is it doom- 
ed to a speedy dissolution. Our oft repeated alle- 
gation, that General Harrison did not make known 
his opinions or his principles during the great can- 
vass that preceded -his election, has already been 
more than verified and cenfirmed by his friends in 
the debate upon the bill. The gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Wise] undertakes to declare the 
General’s opinions upon great questions, and the 
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Jeniver] takes 
issue wilh him, and hazards the conjecture 
that they will prove to be the exact reverse. 
Now, when the General’s most enlightened 
friends, and late most enthusiastic supporters, 
are constantly contending in this way, are we 
not justified in what we havea thousand times 
asserted. ` 

. Mr. V. said it was time that he entered upon a 
more detailed review of the efforts of gentlemen to 
prove the existence of a huge national debt. It 
seemed to be the design of his colleague [Mr. Bar- 
NARD} not only to show the existence of a balance, 
but a most appalling balance, against the Treasury; 
and that, too, agaiast the positive testimony of that 
fiscal officer whose duty it was to know the truth 
ou the subject. If multitudinous statements of 
“probable” amounts—if formidable arrays of figures 
rang through a vast variety of changes according to 
the fancy, instead of the facts of gentlemen—if a 
pretty free scope to the imagination in so cold a 
matter as figures be a legitimate agent in the at- 
tempt to obtain a safe result, then it might be that 
his colleague [Mr. Bannann] had succeeded ia his 
object.. But if figures were cold, and somewhat 
dangerous realities in the hands of gentlemen of a 
poetical and imaginative temperament—if the esta- 
blishing the.groundlessness or unfairness of some 
of the principal items of a statement were sufi- 
cient to impeach the unsoundness of the whole 
statement, then would he (Mr. V.) be able most 
triumphantly to “impeach” the accuracy of the 
great “impeacher” of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
[Mr. Baswarp.] I ask my colleague to stand up 
and take with me a cool, practical, and business- 
like review of his sums and statemenis, on the 
ground of which he has ventured to impeach a 
faithful officer of the Government. It was but jur- 
tice to his colleague that he should read the state- 


ment which wouid form the subject of some of his. 


&riticisms and remarks. The following was a copy 
extracted from the gentleman's speech, as reported, 
evidently. by himself: 

Statement of the public debt, regarded us ascertained and 


certain, etisting on the Isi January, 1341, though the 
amounts may not be exact. 


Treasury notes outstanding ~ . 2 - $4,650 000 
“Interest whieh will have accrued on them - - 270,000 
:Remainsofold funded and certificate debt - 335,000 
Debts of the cities in the District of Columbia, as- 
sumed by the Government, without interest - 1,500,000 
Amounts required to be invested for Indians and In- 
dian tribes, at least - 7 v - -2,580,000 
Principal sums payable to Indians, probably - 1,000,600 


Amount required by law to make good the deficit in 
the Navy Pension Fund 


Annuitiss to Indians, (supposed to be $600,000,) part 


y 


payable in perpetuity and part for terms of years; 
the purchase or value of the whole not lsss than - 5,000,000 
Making, of actual debt, it is believed, not less than $16,515,000 
To thisis to be added probable amounts of indebt- 
edness and liabilities growing out of past transac- 
tions, as follows: 
For claims growing out of Indian affairs and rela- 
tions, allowed and which will be allowed in the 
Departments or by accounting officers, proba- 
ly : - - - = $2,009,000 
For clainis growing out of the Florida ‘ 
war, &c. and which must be allowed by 


Congress, probably - ~ - 3,000,000 
Due fromthe Government on account of 
trust funds, other than Indian, prebably 500,000 
The fourth instalment under the deposite 
act of L636 claimed by the States - 9,000,000 
There are claims of American citizens for 
French spoliations on our commerce 
previous to 1800, quite likely to be al- 
lowed by Congress, to - - -5,000,000 
=-= m 19,500,000 


So that the whole amount of indebtedness and liabili- 
ties, on account of past trarsactions, was, on the 
ist of January, 1841, probably notless than $36,015,000 


Preliminary to the remarks he intended to sub- 
mit upon some of tbe items of this very extraordi- 
nary statement, it was proper that he should re- 
mark—First, that he (Mr. V.) was willing to sup- 
ply the coming Administration a little more libe- 
rally than was proposed by the bill now under con- 
sideration. He was willing to go the length prc- 
posed by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisz, ] 
and vote so to amend the bill as to enable the in- 
coming Administration to issue five millions of dol- 
lars of Treasury notes after the fourth day of 
March next. This, in the estimation of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, and, he had almost said, to 
the mind of every reasonable man, must seem a 
great abundance to carry the new Administration 
through the year; but if the statements, conjec- 
tures, and “probable amounts,” of his colleague 
were to form the measure of supply, then would 
the sum which the bill proposed to furnish be in- 
deed inadequate. A further remark he would here 
make. In order to show the insufficiency of the 
supplies proposed to be furnished for 1841, en ac- 
count of charges on the Treasury, that are not 
contained in the estimates of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, it was not enough to show that a debt 
existed against the nation, but it must be a debt 
due, payadle, and to be paid within the year. If the 
principal of the debt cannot be paid within the 
year, it would be preposterous to borrow mosey, 
either in the form of issuing Treasury notes, or of 
a more permanent loan for the purpose of paying 
it. Contenting himself with these introductory re- 
marks, he would now proceed to the examination 
he had proposed. 

It would be observed that the items of his state- 
ment were under two heads: the one denominated 
“ascertained aod certain” amounts, amounting to 
$16,515,000; the other were more modestly desig- 
nated as “‘probable amounts of indebtedness and 
liabilities growing out of past transactions,” and 
were put downat $19,500,000. It would, he fan- 
cied, require but little time and attention to show 
that the honorable member’s “‘certainiies” were 
just as uncertain as his more modest ‘‘probabili- 
ties.” One item of his “certainties” was an amount 
of $1,500,000 for the debt of the cities of the Dis- 
trict of Colambia, assumed by the Government. 
Now did the gentleman know, or if knowing, why 
withhold the information, that this debt is payable 
in instalmenis of only sixty thousand dollars per 
year, and ihe interest? You could not pay more 
ifyou would. Had the honorable member, pre- 
paratory to this discussion, read that portion of the 
report of that Secretary, whose estimates he so un- 
ceremoniously and orecularly impeached, which 
stated that this debt was to be paid in yearly in- 
stalments of $60,000 each; or if he had referred to 
the statute book of 1836, he might have ascertain- 
ed the true state of this indebtedness. The two 
succeeding items, ia an argument to show the in- 
adequacy of the means we propose to furnish for 
the coming year, are equally extraordinary. The 
first is “amounts required to be invested for In- 
dians and Indian tribes, at least $2,580,000.” 
‘Principal sums, payable to Indians, probably 
$1,000,000.” Ifthe gentleman understood the na- 
ture and character of this indebtedness to the In- 
dians, and the past practice of Government in re- 


y 


lation thereto, as he surely must have done, it was 
singular indeed thathe should have ventured to 
put forth the whole principal of the amount re- 
quired to be invested for them, as a charge that 
would, practically, fall upon the next year, or even 
the next Adminisiration. This was another in. 
stance of the manner in which even honorable 
gentleman. would strain a point for the purpose of 
producing a result desirable~to themselves, He 
(Mr. B ) must surely have known the origin and 
nature of this indebtedness, and the practice of the 
Government respecting ita practice so accor- 
dant with the interest and wishes of the Indians, 
for as this item is not drawn from the reports of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the honorable 
member, from the same source from which he 
learned: ne amount required to be i nvested for In- 
dians, must also have ascertained the past practice 
of the Government in relation to this indebtedness; 
and he would submit it to the sense of candor of 
the committee, whether a brief statement of this 
practice ought nottohave accompanied a statement 
ofthe sum. The Government, by certain treaties, 
had agreed to pay and invest for. certain Indian 
tribes various sums of money; amounting in the 
aggregate, as was now said, to the sum of $2,580,~ 
000. Taese sums were due and owing to the In- 
dians, for lands sold, or other good and valuable 
considerations passing from the Indians to the Go- 
vernment. Government had further, if you please, 
stipulated to inves: these sums for the Indians; and 
how had it invested them? Why, by retaining 
them in its own hands, recognising itself as debtor 
for the amount, and paying the Indians the interest 
of the principal amounts so agreed to be invested. 
This had been its practice for years; one which the 
Indians preferred, because it was suggested by a 
regard for their best interest; and had not the prac- 
tice been a most commendable one, he was very 
sure it would not have been passed over 
in silence by the very censorious gentlemen 
who had already addressed the committee. Beiter, . 
far betier, for the Indians, to retain the liability of 
this Government, than that the whole principal 
amount should be put in jeopardy by its invest- 
ment in securities and stocks, now so generally pre- 
carious, Ask the distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] whether the interest 
of the intended. beneficiaries of that Smithsonian 
bequest, for which he had always evinced an in- 
terest so intense ani laudable, had been much ad- 
vanced by its investment in Arkansas stock; and 
would the interest of the creditor Indians have 
been promoted, if, instead of retaining the money 
in hand, and paying the interest punctually, Go- 
vernment had invested the amounts in the stock of 
the Bank of the United States, or in the stocks of 
the States themselves—many of them now more 
than twenty-five per cent. below par? Was the 
coming Administration to change this tender, this 
guardian policy towards the Indians, and at once 
execute this trust to the letter, contrary to the 
wishes and the interest of the Indians? Faint 
and moderate as were his hopes of good to 
be achieved by that. Administration, he could 
not believe that it would, in this particular, 
dare to deviate from the policy of its pređe- 
cessors. Why, then, charge the whole of $2,580,- 
000 as en amount due, and for which provi- 
sion will probably have to be made? Because, with 
the casual reader, and the superficial thinker, it 
may serve as an additional argument in favor of a 
called session. How many, think you, of those 
who have read the statements of the gentlemen 
who have addressed the committee, have detecied, 
or been able to detect their fallacies. They have, 
in all probability, produced the effect for which 
they were designed; for, it is but too true that Error 
generally travels a thousand miles while Truth is 
putting on his boots. 

As to the other item of “principal sums payable 
to Indians, probably $1,000,000,” put forth with 
more modesty, (for, though under the head of “‘as- 
certained and certain” liabilities, it is stated as a 
mere “probable” sum,) he had but little to say. He 
had not, with the most diligent search, and after 
the most anxious inquiry in quarters that ought to 
be possessed of true information, been able to find 
any foundation for this item, The estimates for 
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Indian claims, as presented to us by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, for the coming year, amounted to 
about eight hundred thousand dollars. ‘This, he 
had bzen assured, would be safficient to answer all 
the purposes for the year; and as the gentleman had 
already been shown to be so wide of the mark in 
relation to other items, he would place kis own ina- 
bility to ascertain any legitimate foundation for 
this charge, and the estimates and assurances of 
the Department within whose province the subject 
legally came, against the assertion of his colleague, 
that such a charge “probably” existed. 

Before he dismissed the consideration of this list 
of “ascertained and certain” liabilities, he must say 
a few words upon another most material item—one 
whose amount surely entitled it to notice. He al- 
luded to the sum of five millions set down by his 
colleague [Mr. Barnarn] as the “value” of annui- 
ties to Indians, payable part in perpetuity, and part 
for terms of years. How had this large amount 
been attained? The process by which it was ar- 
rived at was a most extraordinary one, and well 
entitled his colleague.to the distinction of being a 
very prodigy in cyphering out liabilities against 
that “wealthy old gentleman,” (the Government) 
whom he so felicitously alluded to in the course of 
his speech. The Government of the United States 
was bound by treaty stipulations to pay certain 
sums annually as annuities to certain tribes of In- 
dians. Ithad not stipulated to pay them ultima‘e- 
ly any large sum by way of principal, but to pay 
them fixed sums yearly; to some of the tribes for 
stipulated terms of years, and to others in perpe- 
tuity. The amount required to be thus annually 
paid to these Indian tribes was about 

More tkan this under past annuity stipula- 
tions could not be annually charged upon the 
Treasury. But his colleague, being a little of a 
lawyer, as well as poet and arithmetician, had learn- 
ed, no doubt, that there was such a thing as the 
‘Northampton table, used by courts of equity to 
ascertain the value of annuities; and by way of 
increasing the immediate charges upon the 'Trea- 
sury, he sees fit to apply this table to these annuities 
in order to ascertain their immediate gross market 
value; thus substituting for the inquiry, what will 
the Government be obliged, for four or ten years 
to come, to pay on account of Indian annuities, 
thatso irrrelevant to the question now before us, 
what gross sum could capitalists afford to pay 
immediately to the Indians for their interest 
in these annuities? Now, was not this mode 
of fabricatisg formidable “ascertained and cer- 
tain liabilities” against the Government sirange, 
“passing strange??? Follow out this princi- 
ple as to other fixed and annual charges, in the 
form of galaries,on the Treasury, in favor of 
.officers, some for life, and others for terms of years. 
He would bring his colleague, with his new princi- 
-ple in its nakedness, before the mirror which he 
would now suspend, and see whether even paternal 
affection would blind him to the weakness and de-- 
formity of his bantling. Your judges hold their 
offices for life, or during good behaviour, which 
amounts, practically, toa life tenure. Would it 
not be just as proper to apply to the salaries of all 
your judges the same rule which his colleague had 
applied to the Indian annuities—to ascertain their 
gross and immediate value, according to the North- 
atapton table, and thus swell the immediate charges 
upon the Government? He was very sure that his 
colleague would pronounce such a process of as- 
certaining the extent of the liabilities of the Go- 
vernment “certain” or “probable,” most prepos- 
terous—yes, nearly allied to madness. And yet, 
for the life of him, he (Mr. V.) could not see why 
the principle was not as applicable in the one case 
as in the other. This was only another illustration 
of the danger of starting with an inflexible deter- 
mination to attain a fixed result, without being 
well assured that the means at command would ie- 
gitimately lead to it. He had too much respect for 
the intellect of his colleague, not to believe that, if 


-unclouded by political bias, it would have avoided 
.the palpable heresies into which it had, on this oc- 
„casion, permitied itself to ran. 


Another item put forth by gentlemen as “ascer- 
tained and certain,” was $1,200,000 “amount re- 
quired by-law to- make good the deficit in the navy 


pension fund.” He did not see how this could be 
regarded as a “positive and certain charge” on the 
Treasury. The navy pension fund had been ex- 
bausted under the former legislation of Congress. He 
did not know that there was any positive obligation 
on the part of the Government to replace it. At 
all events, Congress would, rather as matter of 
gratuity, than of positive obligation, have to pro- 
vide by law for replacing this fund, before it could 
be regarded asa charge on the Treasury. It was 
very easy to swell the “probable” wants of the 
Treasury to one hundred millions of dollars, if 
soms gentlemen were permitted to make their opi- 
nion of what Congress ought to do, the basis of 
“probable” or “certain” charges. ‘That such opi- 
nions oftentimes contemplated a reckless and most 
prodigal system of expenditure, from which the 
economist and strict constructionist would shrink 
back appalled, he need only refer to the peroration 
of his colleague’s speech, in which he strung to- 
gether a series of fond hopes as to what this Admi- 
nistration would do, and do, too, “‘withcutany cow- 
ardly apprehension that they might not be popular” 
His colleague seemed to have no idea ihat the action 
of the representative should be palsied by the will 
of his constituent; that the approbation or disap- 
probation of the people, shouid be a consideration, 
much to be heededin the discharge of our high 
duties here. 

Mr. V. would now inquire what had become of 
this formidable, account of “ascertained and cer- 
tain liablities? amounting in the aggregate to 
$16,515,000? It would be well enough now to 
make anew statement of it, with such deductions 
as the views he had submitted called for, It was 
curious to cee how little remained of it. 
“Amount set forth as “actual” and “ascertained 

debt - $ : - $ - $16,515,000 

Deduct as follows: 
“Debts of the District of Columbia,” 

difference between $1,500,000 and 

$150,000, which iacludes the annu- 
aljnstaiments of $60,000, and the 
interest on the debt, (difference) — - 
Amount required to be invested for Ia- 

dians and Indian tribes -~ á 
Principal sums payable to Indians - 
Amount required for navy pension 
present value of annuities to Indians 


$1,320,000 
2,580,000 
100,000 


1,200,000 
5,600,000 


11,130,000 
5,385,000 


This leaves : oo 
“Deduct further the item for remains 
of old funded certificated debts, fer 
which he could find no authority 
Difference between $4,900,000 for 
principal and interest of Treasury 
notes, and $4,500,000, being the 
amount reported by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, as required to 
meet saidnotesin 1841, (difference) 


= 335,000 


409,009 


$735,060 


Balance - - = - $4,650,009 
‘The Secretary of the Treasury admits, that 
$4 500,000 will be required to redeem the outstand- 
ing Treasury notes; and that this, of course, is left 
a charge upon the Treasury. Deduct that amount 
from the above balance of $4,650,000 and there re- 
remains $150,000, which is the amount alone ad- 
mitted to be due for the next instalment of princi- 
pal and interest on the District debt. Where, then, 
is the gentleman’s ‘ certain and ascertained” balance 
of $16,515,000? It melis away and vanishes be- 
fore the force of reason and truth like the poor frost 
before the sun. If the “certainties” cf the gentle- 
man are so easily transformed into nonentities, 
you may easily imagine what will be the fate of 
his mere “probabilities” and uncertainties. A word 
or two now, Mr. Chairman, about them. 
He would not detain the committee by going 


chrough all these items, amounting to the modest | 


sum of $19,500,000, bat would advert to only two, 
amounting to $14,000,000; and from such speci- 
mens, the committee would be able to form some 
judgment as to the character of those which con- 
stituted the remaining balance of $5,500,000. Tae 
committee would be predisposed to believe that the 
gentleman’s “probabilities” were not half as plausi- 
ble as his “certainties” —questionable and unsound 
as they had been shown to be. The modesty of 
the caption which introduced the items upon which 
he was about to comment, coming from one so 
bold in figures, was, of itself, a sufficient admoni- 
tion to receive them with much caution. The first 


item to which be would call the attention of the 
committee, was the sum of “¢9,000,000. fer. the 
fourth instalment under the deposite act of 1836, 
claimed by the States.” Sir, does it not require a 
bold spirit, indeed, to dare even to intimate the pro- 
bability that the people of this country will. ever 
consent that this Government shall increase their 
taxes and burdens to raise money for the purpose 
of deposite with, or distribution among, the States? 
A most opportune period, indeed, now, to raise 
nine millions of dollars for this purpose! Now, 
when you are telling us, almost in the same breath 
in which you pat forth this strange claim in favor 
of the States, that, without additional taxation, you 
will not have revenue enough, for years to come, 
to keep the wheels of Governmentin motion. This 
charge is scarcely deserving of a moment’s atten- 
tion. Te (Mr. V.) would like to see how many 
gentlemen upon this foor would dare to vote to 
tax their constituents $9,000.000 for the purpose of 
deposite with the States. . Low as was the estima- 
tion in which he knew his colleague to hold the , 
virtue of Governmental economy, be did not be- 
lieve that even he would deem it expedient to vote 
for a direct proposition to impose new taxes on the 
people, solely with a view to such deposite or dis- 
tribution. ‘Phe States have no equitable claim to 
it. They were to be made the mere depositaries. of 
the funds of this Government, not professedly for 
the benefit of the States, but for the mere conves 
venience of the depositor. The supervenient wants 


| of the latter had induced it to withhold a portion of 


the fund which it originally intended to deposite. It 
bad a perfect right to do so; and now no equity 
whatever has been created in behalf of the States 
against this Government for the sum so withheld. 
This item needed no further comment: merely to 
state it, was sufficient to prove its absurdity. 

But the next item was equal to its yokefellow. 
Tt was “for claims of American citizens for French 


| spoliations on our commerce previcus to 1800, 


(quite likely to be allowed by Congress,) $5,000,- 
000!” Mr. V. said he did not know whence his 
colicague inferred a likelihood that these claims 
would be allowed, except what resulted from the 
known prodigality of the party to which the Go- 
vernment was now so soon to be commitied. Was 
such probability derivable, from the faet that for 
eisht years this claim had been unsuccessfully 
pressed upon Congress, and that scarcely a voice 
had ever been heard here ia its favor, except the 
eloquent and melodious one of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, {Mr. Cusuinc.] When the leading 
gentlemen of the dominant party inform us that 
special Congresses must be called to provide means 
to meet such claims, have we not reason to think 
that our most ex‘ravagant fears in relation to the 
fruits of the late Federal Whig victory are soon to 
be realized—that extravagance, taxation, a formi- 
dable national debt, and a consequent restoration of 
the Hamiltonian fundmonger and Bank reign, are 
the blessings which are to be showered down upon 
the people? If the claimants for spoliations before 
1800 are now to be provided for, are we, from this 
circumstance, and from the denunciations con- 
stanily lavished upon the outgoing Administration 
for its neglect of private claims, to infer that the 
next four years is to be the time of jubilee to pri- 
vate claimants? that millions of oft-rejected claims 
are now to receive from Congress a favorable re- 
sponse? that the Meade claim, and the countless 
catalogue of other oft-censidered and as often re- 
jected claims, are now to be allowed? that by car- 
rying into execution your magnificent and extrava- 
gant schemes, you are not only to jnvite the people 
at large, by seizing upon their own effects through 
the medium of your taxing power, but are to pour 
wealth and bounty into the lap of thousands of in- 
dividuals whom your more cautions and parsime- 
nious predecessors adjudged to have no just claims 
upon Government? Mr. V. said he would now put 
it to all fair and unprejudiced minds whether state- 
ments such as he had reviewed, furnished the 
slightest ground for impeaching the accuracy of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, or the shadow of a pre- 
texi for calling an extra session, for the purpose of 
providing for charges against the Treasury, which 
the Secretary had neglected to make known? Did 
it not turn out that the statements and allegations 
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of the “great tmpeacker” were vulnerable and fal 
lacious in the extreme? 

But while noticing the grounds upon which the 
reports and statements of the Secretary were at- 
tempted. to be impeached, he would proceed to 
another ground of impeachment, assumed by 
another of the impeaching parties. He meant the 
gentleman ‘from South Carolina, [Mr. Toompson.] 
That. gentleman contented himself mainly with 
general and sweeping denunciations against the 
Secretary of the Treasury. This was a much more 
convenien', and much less hazardous, mode of at- 
tack, than was a descent to minutia and figures. 
Besides, the gentleman from South Carolina, not 
hailing originally from “Down East,” it was not 
his privilege to play quile so bold a part at mere 
guessing as was acted by his two Yankee coadju- 
tors, [Messrs. Barnarp and Evans.] I listened to 
this speech with great anxiety, hoping that he 
would make at least one plunge into facts and 
figures, feeling pretty well assured that he would 
lay himself open to me if he ventured one single 
step out.of the more easily tilled field of wholesale 
denunciation. He did make one sally, and here 
it is: 

“We are informed (says the gentleman) by the Secretary, 
that the amount of unexpended appropriations which will be 
called for in the next year, ia three millions seven hundred and 
forty-nine: thousand dollars. Here is a subsisting charge upon 
the Treasury toan immenge amount. There is no evading it. 
Iv is not even looked to in the estimates. It must be met, and 
yet no provision is asked for it. Is itnot surprising, that with 
this habitual want of forecast to see future calla upon the Trea- 


aury, and when seen, a want of candor to say s0, that our Trea- 
sury is always straitened.”? 


ow, sir, what impression do these remarks at 
first blush have upon the cursory reader? Why, 
that there is to be a charge of three millions seven 
hundred and forty-nine thousand dollars upon the 
Treasury in 1841, which the Secretary has most 
culpably omitted to mention in his estimates 
of the wants of the Government for that 
year. Sir, the answer to this article of ‘“impeach- 
ment” is as triumphant and conclusive as were 
those applied to the items and charges already con- 
sidered. This sum of $3,749,904 is mentioned in 
, page:8 of the report of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury;asthat portion of the outstanding appropriations 
of former years, which was proposed to be applied to 
the service of 1841. In the same page the Secretary 
says, that the whole amount of outstanding appro- 
priations at the close of the year is estimated at 
$10,549,905; and that $3,749,904 is proposed to be 
applied to the service of 1841. I challenge the gen- 
teman from South Carolina to show an instance in 
the reports or doings of any Secretary of the Trea- 
sury since the formation of the Government, where 
the amount of outstanding appropriations proposed 
to be expended in the succeeding year, has been 
“estimated” or alluded to in any manner or place 
otherthan'that in which Mr. Woodtury has men- 
tioned this, viz: in the body of his annual report. 
You willin vain rammage all the detailed estimates 
of each Secretary from the days of Alexander 
Hamilton, for the items of unexpended ap- 
propriations roposed to be expended in any one 
year. It is, Iprepeat, always placed where the Se- . 
cretary has this year placed it, in the body of his rê- 
port: The misplaced declamation of the honorable 
member upon this topic is pretty conclusive evi- 
dence that he is unacquainted . with the history and 
yearly operation of these outstanding appropria- 
tions. Had he applied his intelligent mind to the 
ascertainment of facts, and not contented himself 
with a strain of ‘mere general denunciation, he 
would have learned that these outstanding appro- 
priations, in any two. consecutive years, are gene- 


rally found to balance each other; that is to say, if | 


$3,749,904 of the appropriations of former years 
shall be expended.in 1841, there will, in all proba- 
bility, remain of the appropriations made by Con- 


gress: at this session about- the same amount unex- 


pended at the close of this year. ` For this reason, 
no doubt, all Secretaries had omitted to include in 
their estimates of wants for the year, the amount of 
wnexpended appropriations proposed to be expend- 
ed inthat year. Itssemed, then, that the arrow 
which the honorable gentleman levelled, as he sup- 
posed, with such deadly aim at the Secretary, had 
fallen harmless at the feet of its object; and ‘while’. 


the former remain unscathed, the latter had theag- | 
enviable satisfaction of standing convicted of a | 


gross error, in the very responsible attempt to 
impeach a most faithful officer of the Government. 
Mr. V, said, it would not, in his opinion, be un- 
profitable, if he detained the committee a moment 
longer on this subject of outstanding appropria- 
tions. Much had been said about the Administra- 
tion having, the past year, “shuffled off” the law- 
ful claims upon the Government, in order to se- 
cure to itself the merit of confining its expenditures 
within its means. Yet it seemed that within that 
very year, when genilemen now say the “stave off” 
policy prevailed, ihe outstanding appropriations 
were reduced $3,277,466. Hehad locked at these’ 
outstanding amounts for the four years past, and 
found them to. have been as fvilows: | 
In 1838, (commencement of the year) they 
amounted to , + $14 503,483 


Tn 1839, to . è . 14,698 346 
In 1840, to ` 13,827,371 
In 1841,to ; . 10,549,905 

Reduction in 1840, $8 277,466 


The old appropriations now outstanding, it 
seemed, were between three and four millions of 
dollars less at the commencement. of 184], than 
they were at the beginning of 1840. The Secretary 
of the Treasury now, in his estimates, asks for 
nearly two millions legs of new appropriations, 
than the amount expended in 1840. How can you 
then, unless you select new objects of expendi- 
ture-—-objects not embraced in the estimates—ex- 
pend as much as youexpended in 1840? If the 
peace of the country should be preserved, it would 
not be possible, consistently with Democratie prac- 
tices, to expend more than was recommended by 
the Secretary; but if the givings out of the gentle- 
men on the other side, as to what General Harri- 
son’s administration was expected to accomplish 
formed any criterion as to what was actually to be 
done during his term, then could we, indeed say 
with certainty that the Secretary’s estimates would 
fall far short of the wants of the Treasury. If an- 
o'her class of pensioners was to be created—~if an- 
other system of internal improvements was to be 
successfully undertaken—if speculators on our 
lakes, bays, and inlets, were to be permitted to 
draw millions from the Treasury, under sprcious 
pretexts for constructing harbors for the protection 
of commerce—if the prodigality inseparable from 
the course of policy sketched and prayed for by 
his colleague, in the concluding parts of his speech, 
was to be the crowning glory of General Harrison’s 
administratien—then was it, indeed, idle to talk of 
an expenditure of twenty, thirty, or even forty mil- 
lions of dollars per year. The wants of the Trea- 
sury would then be commensurate with the illimita- 
ble and countless objects of expenditure which the 
Constitution of the extremest Idtitudinarian em- 
braced, 

The Secretary of the Treasury informs us that 
the current expenses of 1840, that is, the ordinary 
expenses of the Government, exclusive of the re- 
demption of Treasury notes and the interest of the 
debt assumed for the District of Columbia, amount- 


ed to - - - - $22,489 349 
He estimates the current expenses for 

184lat -~ - - - 19,250,347 

Difference 7 - $3,239,002 


The gentlemen on the other side seem to scout 
the idea of their being able to administer the Go- 
vernment in 1842 for less than it cost in 1841, 
though the expenditures for 1839 were reduced six 
millions of dollars, and a further reduction of about 
$3,000,000 was made in 1840. It seems they now 


| faney that the minimum point has been attained, 


and that all further saving is out of the question; 
nay, they even ridicule the advice or suggestion of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, “to push a vigorous 
economy,’ andwith an air of great triumph ask, 
where this economy can be applied? How changed 
their tone already! Before the election, how con- 
stant, how deafening, the promises of “reform and 
retrenchment.” Already, so soon after the vieto- 
ry, have they ceased to be virtues in the estimation 
of those who, only a few months since, were so 
free in. the promise of them. 2 

: Phe gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise} stands 
“solitary and alone” in preaching the same doc- 


trines with which he edified the people before the 
election. His brother “Whigs” seem, already, to 
have gone back to their first love—to their consti- 
tutional predilection for a liberal expenditure and a 
splendid Government. Yes, the Secretary of the 
Treasury was literally laughed at when he ventured 
to suggest a single head of expenditure under which 
a saving might take place, without prejudice to the 
public service. In his annual report he ventured 
to made the following remarks: 

“It is believed, that the ordinary expenses of 1841 ought to 
fall some millions below those in 1840, as the pensions have di- 
mished by deaths, fewer Indians remain to be removed, several 


expensive buildings have been mostly finished, and hostilities 
with the Seminoles must be nearer to a close,?? 


These remarks had formed the subject of severe 
animadversion with there of the gentlemen who 
had preceded him in this debate [Messrs, BERNARD, 
BELL, and Ewine.] The gentleman from Maine 
{Mr. Ewina] had told you that, under these heads, 
no more than the fallowing sums could be saved: 


On pensions . : + $200,480 
For removal of Indians . . 56,710 
On public buildings . 203,000 
Seminole hostilities . s - 300,000 

. Total . . - $760,190 


Mr. V. said it was evident that ‘the Secretary of 
the Treasury did not intend to put forth the above 
as the only heads to which a reduction could be ap- 
plied; but had evidently thrown them out as some 
among the many branches in which there could be 
a diminished expenditure. But was it true that the 
gentleman from Maine had stated all that could be 
saved under the above heads? He, Mr. V, could 
net believe that no more than $200,480 could be 
saved on pensions. This small amount did not ac- 
cord with the well established, and so generally 
prevailing idea, that these time-honored relics of 
the Revolution wereall on the verge of the grave, 
and fast paying the debt of nature. The whole 
number of pensioners, as reported by the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, is 44,394. The whole number 
of deaths, as reported by him, is only 1,605, less 
than four per cent. which exhibits a mortality en- 
tirely too limited to command our belief. It is well 
known that the Commissioner founds his report of 
deaths upon information received from pension 
agents in various parts of the country. These 
agents could not, at the end of the year, know half 
of the deaths that had oceurred within the year, 
They were not required. to take any special pains 
to ascertain them, and it was not strange if the 
agent at Albany did not, very soon, hear of the 
deaths of old soldiers, who resided in the counties 
of Erie and Chatauque. To found a reduction of 
this branch of expenditure upon the mere reports 
of the agents, was, therefore, entirely inadmissi- 
bie. Nor, was the addition which the gentleman 
from Maine conceded sufficient. He bad other da- 
ta that enabled us to approximate nearer the truth. 
From the report of the Commissioner of Pensions 
it seems that the expenditures under all the acts in 


1839 were . . . « $3 090,664 
Prat in 1840, they were P 2,048 663 
Difference in one year, $1,042 001 


So on public buildings: the gentleman admits 


that there can be saved $200,000 
He has, however, forgotten to add for 
marine hospitals r 20,000 
Light-houses . : . 92 000 
For buildings in Territories . 48,000 
Making X . 360,000 


The last three of the above sums were all ex- 
pended in 1840, and nothing of a similar charac- 
ter was included in the estimates for 1841. The 
gentleman, then, as to public buildings, reached a 
little more than half the amount that could actually 
be saved; and this was coming mauch nearer the 
mark than these high impeaching parties general- 
ly attained. Last year $350,000 was appropriated 
for the gradual improvement of the navy. This 
year there would probably be no appropriation 
for this purpose, as there was now no law requir- 
ingit. Besides, within the last year, all the re- 
mains of old appropriations for the Cumberland 
road, harbors, rivers, and forts, had been expended. 
Among the estimates of expenditures, you will fiad 
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125,000 expended wi hin the last year for rivers 
and harbors, beiag part of old appropriations. You 


7 < will also find that $86,000 kas, withia the last year, 


been expended for the Cumberland road in Illinois 
and Indiana. Asto the Florida war, more than a mil- 
lion of dollars (about $1,500,000) appears to have 
-opeen expended for it within tne last year, indepen. 
dently of the pay and subsistence of your army 
there. How much, in all conscience, do gentlemen 
wish to have appropriated for that purpose? And 
was it true that the Administration was blamed for 
not. having brought this war to a close? Had it 
`  notemployed the most gallant and distinguished of 
your officers, including even one of the pro- 
minent Whig heroes, upon whom „the eyes of so 
many of his party were already fixed for the highest 
office in the gift of the peopie? Need he say he al- 
_ luded to the gallant Scott, the hero of Chippewa 
and Lundy’s Lane, the lastre of whose well-earn- 
ed laurels, won in bloody conflicts with his coun- 
try’s enemies, so many of his imprudent friends 
would dim by forciug him into the terbid waters of 
politics, and atiempting to elevate him to a station 
for which, in bis (Mr. V’s) opinion, his habits aad 
puisnits necessarily unfitled him, Yes, he, one of 


the candidates for nomination at the Harrisburg | 


convention, had gone forth egainst the savages of 
Florida at the commencement of the war. 
Jesup, another of the heroes of the second war of 
independence had also been put in requisition, and 
still the Semisoie was there; still did he cling to the 
everglades and the graves oi his ancestors. 

. [Mr. Monrose here remarked that Gen. Scott 
had been permitted to operate only thirty days*in 
Florica.] 

Mr. V. said he hed not mentioned the name of 
that gallant soldier, the friend of his colleague, for 
the purpose of drawing in question his military skill 
or pro wess; far from it; he claimed to be the personal 
friend of that dislinguisked officer. He would not 
-pluck a single leaf from the wreath which decorated 
his brow; and he did not consider it as at all derogat- 
ing from his reputation as a warrior chief, that he 
could not conquer, because he could not fiad em- 
bodied, his skulking and scattered foe. He claimed, 
he had a right to claim, for the Administration that 
defence against the charge of not earlier terminat- 
ing this war which resulted from the use of the 
most efficient means wi:hin its command. It was 
for this purpose that he alluded to the ill success 
against the Seminoles which had attended the ef- 
forts of the best and bravest of your officers. 

Bat it is said, thongh it may be true that the Go- 
vernment has got through the year 1840 by expend- 
ing only twenty-two millions of dollars for ordinary 
purposes, yet that this has been accomplished by 
shuffling and staving off its obligations, thus throw- 
jag an undue burden upon ils successor, 

This was a very serious charge, and gentlemen 
owed it to their own reputation to be thorougaly 
convinced of its truth before they ventured it. In 
Support of it, what had we heard? Why, it was 
said that che navy had been miserably neglected by 
the administrations of General Jackson and Mr. 
Van Buren. Where, he asked, was the evidence 
of this meglec:? Had not all the money ap- 
Propriated by Congress for the navy been 
faithfuily expended? This fact was not de- 
nied, and yet they tell you that your navy is 
going to decay, that your ships are rotting at their 
wharves for wantcf attention—not an example of 

‘this. species of dilapidation kad been cited 
in support of the assertion. Sir, is the com- 
mittee aware that within the last eight years your 
naval expenditures have increased nearly fifty per 
cent? They were only four millions of dollars in 
1833. This year, if the appropriations should be 
according to the estimates, they would amount to 
$5,445,339. They bave lately exceeded six mil- 
lions. Where was the evidence of this most repre- 
hensible neglect of your navy? Was itin the fact 
that, whereas at the termination of the last war 
you had not a single ship of the line, you could 
now boast your Ohio, your Delaware, your Penn- 
Sylvania, your Independence, your Columbas, your 
Washington, your Franklin, besides several others 
how in the proċess of being built, besides, also, an 
addition to your frigates and sloops of war, which, 
all combined, have made you one of the formida- 
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ble naval powers of the earth? He, Mr. V. was 
in favor of keeping your navy upon a peace ezia- 
blishment in time of peace, notwithstanding the 
bold and senseless declamation we constanuy hear 
in favor of its rapid increase. Follow out the wishes 
and the principles of the gentleman from Maine 
(Mr. Evaxs,] and your ships of war would soon 
whiten every ocean—a most gratifying spectacle, 
indeed, to the mere connoisseurs, the mere lovers 
cf display, but one most grinding in its influences 
and consequences upon a hardworking and a tax- 
paying people. Mr. V. said he was now about to 
utter a sentiment which would, no doubt, be pro- 
nounced very heretical by those who entertained 
more megiificent notions as to what were indis- 
pensable appendages cf Government than himself, 
It was this, that he had long been of the opinion, 
that the familiar maxim, “in time of peace pre- 
pare for war,” was, in a measure, impracticable 
under institutions like ours; and he regretted not 
that it was so, for we had a recuperative energy in 
the land, which soon, very soon, enabled us to re- 
cover from ihe reverses which, in the ineipient 
stages of a war, had been and would probably al- 
ways be our ict. Fle had already lived and ob- 
served Jong enough to adopt the conclusion, that it 
was better, far batter, if war shonld overtake us 
only once in half a century, (which was as often 
as it would occur, under the improved spirit of the 
age,) that we should meet repulse, and sustein 
somewhat of defeat, at the commencement of the 
conflict, than that, for the long peace period of fifty 
years, we should retain a large miiitary or naval 
force, to eat up the substance of the peaple. These 
are my sentiments. I know they are !09 simple 
and too republican to accord with the sublimated 
notions of the party about to eater into power. It 
is my consolaticn, however, to feel assured that 
they wiii meet the approbaiion of those who sent 
me here. 

Ya farther illustration of the position fihat the 
“stave-off” policy had prevailed for the last year, 
two anecdotes had been relaied, the one by the gen- 
teman from Maine, [Mr. Evans,] and the other 
by his colleague, [Mr BARNARD.) The honorable 
member from Maine hed told us that the frigate 
Constellation had, during the last summer, beende- 
tained several days, if not weeks, at Boston, from 
the inability of the Navy Department to supply its 
purser with the necessary funds for sailing, and 
told us quite an affecting tale about the purser’s 
having been imprisoned for liabilities which he 
had incurred for the Government. Mr. V. said he 
thought that common justice, not to say common 
courtesy, required gentlemen to inquire of the 
heads of Departments whether there was any foun- 
dation for sucha complaints, before they took upon 
themselves the responsibility, most probably upon 
the mere representa‘ica of some dissatisfied subor- 
dinaie, who may have had unpalatable justice done 
him, to make statements of this description. He 
had done what the gentleman from Maine had 
omitted to do-——applied to the Secretary of the Navy 
fora true statement of facts connected with the al- 
leged detention of the frigate Constellation, and here 
was his answer: 

“Navy DEPARTMENT, January 26, 1841. 

“rr: Inveply to your leer of this date, requesting a state- 


ment of the causes which Ccelayed the sailing of the frigate 
Constellation, I have the honor to communicate the following 


infermation. 

“The first cause was the want of money: the second, the 
wantof men. ‘The appropriations for the year 1840 not having 
been made by Congress unti} the monti of July, those of the 
preceding year became exhausted to such a degree, as, for a 
considerable time, to disable the Department from carrying on 
any other than the mostordinary operations of the service, 

“When this indispensable requisite was supplied by the 
passage of the Navy Appropriation bill, in July, there were 
not a sufficient number of abie seamen at the different stations 
to complete the complement of the two vessels destined for the 
East Indies, although recruiting had been constantly going on, 
and bounties given as an additional inducement. This defi- 
ciency was not remedied until the begirning of September, 
when the Constellation was pat in commission, and her officers 
appointed. Subsequently, tie officer designated to the com- 
mand of the squadron feli sick, and having been officially re- 
ported to the Department as mentally and physically disquali- 
fied for the performance of his duties, was detache from the 
Constellation, and another appointed. This occasioned a third 
delay of some two or three weeks.. A , 

During the period which thus elapsed from the appointment 
of the purser to that ship, tothe receipt of her sailing orders, 
the had ampie time to procure, and it was presumed ad pro- 
cured, ali the supplies necessary to his depariment, as all 
his requisitions for funds had been complied with, andit was 


the province of his commanding officer to see that he perform- 


ed his duty, After, however, the order for the sailing of the 
Constellation had been issued, the purser. made a- requisition 
for $41,000 without specifying the preċise objects to which the 
money was to be applied. Having every reason to-belisve:that 
he had at this late period already procured and paid. for ail hia 
supplies, it was presumed that this sum was required to be 
carried out in dollars to meet ‘any incidental expeises’ that 
might arise on her passage to Rio Janeiro, where she waa or- 
dered to stop to replenish ker supplies, for the payments of 
which her commander was authorized to draw on Barings, 
Brothers, and Company of London, eee 


So large a sum was not, therefore, deemed necessary to the 
purpose for which it was supposed to- have been drawn, and 
$5,000 was substituted, that being deemed quite sufficient. It 
afterwards appearea trat the purser had not yet paid for his 
supplies, although ali his requisitions had been promptly com- 
plied with, with this single exception, and was, it appears. then 
arrested by his creditors at Boston, in the apprehension thatthe 
vessel was about to sail. -A delay of several days occurred in 
consequence, It will thus be perceived that the state of the 
Treasury had no connection whatever with the detention of 

Sa 


this vessel. 
I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, sir, . 
; Your obedient servant, 


J. K. PAULDING, 
Honorable A. VANDERPOOL, geet 
House of Representatives, 


Here, sir, is a true statement of the circumstances 
connected wiih the detention of the frigate constel- 
lation. But it was proper that he should state 
another fact in regard to this purser, which would, 
probably, account for the origin of the complaint 
which the honorable member from Maine had been 
instrumental in bringing before the House. He 
had been informed (and he had derived his infor- 
mation from the highest and most responsible 
source) that the stcres which the pursers distribute 
to the crews of ships of war, are divided into “ne. 
cessaries,”” “comforts,” and “luxuries.”. Bread and ` 
meat come nuder the head of “necessaries.” Tea 
and coffee, according to the interpretation of the 
Secretary of the Navy, fall under the denomination 
of “comforts;” and tobacco, if you please, under 
that of “luxuries; that the purser is authorized to 
charge a much larger per centage of profits upon 
“comforts” than “luxuries,” and that this purser 
claimed the right to charge for tea and coffee as for 
“luxuries.” The Secretary of the Navy forbade 
him to do so, at which the purser took umbrage, 
and wished to be detached from the vessel, but the 
Secretary refused to yield to this wish. This just 
interference of the Secretary with the plans and in- 
tentions of the purser had, no doubt, been’ the 
means, direct or indirect, of bringing to the consi- 
deration of the gentleman from Maine the in- 
formation upon this subject which hè. had 
felt constrained to lay before. the House; and 
he would now submit it to the candor of that 
gentleman whether he had treated the Secretary 
with perfect fairness. He would consider it as 
doing great injustice even to himself, if, the strength 
of ex parte representations, made to him by an em- 
bittered man, who should come sneaking to him 
with bis tales of abuse, without the courage and 
manliness to authorize his name to be given as 
their author, he should here charge,high and most 
respectable public officers with official delinquency. 
The honorable member from Maine will perceive 
that I have not forgotten his communication, 
anonymous asto the House, about the “sedentary 
militia” of Florida. 

So, also, in regard to the certificates for works on 
the fortifications, alluded to by several gentlemen, 
on which, it was said, interest had been charged by 
the banks, to the prejudice of the poor laborers. 
He understood the foliowing to be the truth of this 
matter: During the long session of Congress, the 
approations are not generally made, till the month 
of June or July. Early in the spring, and in anti- 
capation of the appropriations, laborers on the pub- 
tic works, being out of employment, have genearl- 
ly been in the habit of pressing the superintendents 
of the works with impertunities to permit them 
tə commence working immediately, offering to take 
their chance of the appropriations being made. 
Superintendents have frequently yielded to their 
importunities, and at the end of each week given 
them certificates of the balance due them for the 
past week, to be paid “when the appropriation for the 
work should be made,” These laborers, pressed by 
immediate want, have always been more or less 
in the habirof getting these certificates cashed, by 
deducting an amount equal to the interest up to 
the period when. the appropriations would probably 
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be made; and no member of any: party has ever 
been patriotic enough to rise in his place and de- 
nounce this practice. It was all considered right— 
aeqtiesced in by the good men ofall parties; but 
how soon are the sympathies of honorable gentle- 
men for ,the “Spoor laborer” -on the public works 
awakened, when, in consequerice of the legislation 
of Congress, payment for his voluntary labor has 
been postponed for afew months. The jast ses- 
sion of Congress did not terminate till after the 
20th day of July. On about the last day of the 
session, an’ appropriation bill passed which con- 
tained a provision authorizing and requiring the 
President to postpone the appropriations for certain 
public works, if in his estimation the condition of 
‘the Treasury require it. In October last, appro- 
priations for some of the works were, ina mea- 
sure, suspended. : Still laborers, upon some of them, 
insisted upon going on, preferring to labor on and 
take the chance of getting their pay, as they had 
always been accustomed to do during the long ses- 
sion of Congress, tv being left wholly idle and with 
out employment. Ccriificates of the amount due 
‘them for their labor were’ given,payable, the most 
of them in January, 1841. Pressed by their ne- 
cessities, some of them got them discounted, by de- 
ducting the interest, not to an uncertain period—to 
one that might never arrive, as they had voluntari- 
ly been wont to de, during every long session of 
Congress—but to a day certain, to which the Secrete- 
ry of War had seen fit to postpone payment, un- 
der a power given by an express law of Congress. 
And this was the “head and front” of the offending 
of the President and Secretary of War against the 
laborers upon the public works. This was the 
great item of proof relied upon by several gent'e- 
men, to establish the fact, that a most flagitious 
“stave off” policy had distinguished the last year of 
qhis administration. Now, he would put it to his 
colleague [Mr. Barnarp] whether he had not yield- 
ed too credu‘ous an ear to garrulous informers, 
who had communicated to him information without 
daring to make public their names, information too, 
upon which he felt authorized to found “impeach- 
ments” against a high officer of the Government, 
He must here be permitted to say, that with all his 
colleagne’s professions of candor; notwithstanding 
his express disavowal of any intention ‘to assail 
the Administration or any body connected with it,” 
he had in his, (Mr. V.’s) estimation, done this 
same Administration most glaring injustice, and 
had confirmed him in the conviction of what he 
had long believed, that those gentlemen who were 
loudest in professions of fairness were generally 
faintest in its performance. 

Again: The Secretary of the Treasury tells us 
in his annual report, that the receipts for 1841 will 


amount to $24,160,000, viz: 
Customs - ~- ~ $19,000,000 
Lands - - - - 3,500,000 
Miscellaneous ~ - - 80,000 
Balance in Treasury, January Ist, 
1841 . - - + 1,580,855 
$24,160,855 


That our expenditures fcr the year are estimated 
as follows: 
For ordinary purposes - - $19,250,000 
Debt of the District of Columbia - 149 000 
Redemption of Treasury notes - 4,500,000 
$23 899,000 
It is said that the Secretary is wild in his calcu- 
lations; that our receipts will not come up to 
twenty four millions of dollars, and that our ex- 
penditures will far exceed $23,899,000. On what 
ground do the great impeaching parties, who have 
entered the lists against the Secretary, undertake 
to impeach his accuracy? Why, one gentleman 
tells us that his “annual guesses”? have been 
wofully wide of the mark; and that, therefore, his 
estimates are not entitled to any confidence at our 
hands. From the speeches of these distin. 
guished adepts in finance, it would seem, that 
in the annual estimates of the various heads 
of the fiscal’ departments of your Govern- 
ment, no discrepancies ever occurred before 
Mr. Woodbury came into cfice. It has become 
entirely too fashionable among those who have 


aay pretensions to fairness or justice, to speak of 
the present.Secretary of the Treasury in terms ap- 
plicable to oniy the Prince of Biunderers. ‘fhe flip- 
pancy with which mere smatierers in finance in- 
duige in this train ef remagks, has long since satis- 
fied me that they are prompted to i: solely by ihe 
consideration that it has become fashionable. We re- 
garded Mr. Woodbury asa most faithful and in- 
valuable public officer, one whose reputation, as 
the fiscal head of your Government, would survive 
the captions criticisms of bitter, unfair, and preju- 
diced opponents. He held in his hand a lable of 
estimates and receipts of the Governmentfor the 
last twenty-five years, from which it appeared that, 
with the exception of the single bloated year of 
1836, the average difference between the estimates 
and receipts in respect to customs, had been less, 
under Mr. Woodbary’s administration, than under 
any administration of the finances within that pe- 
riod. In 1816, under Mr. Dallas, the receipts from 
customs were estimated at . - $21,000,000 
The actual receipts from that source 


were : x $ - 36,306,874 

Diference . E 15,306,874 

Ta 1833, Mr. McLane estimated the receipts trom 

custems at A A + $21,000,000 
The actual receipts from customs 

were è A F - 29,032,508 

Difference . `. . $8,032,508 


This table isat the service of gentlemen, They 
are welcome to look atit, and repent if they zre 
conscientious men, of their unjust denunciations 
agsinst Mr. Woodbury, for what they have polii- 
cally denominated his “wild guesses.” 

How small, after all, the discrepancy beiween 
the estimates and actual receipts of last year! In 
December, 1839, the Secretary estimated the re- 
ceipls from ordinary sources at ~ $18 500,000 
The actval receipts were - - 17,119,000 


Difference only - - - $1,481,000 
Had Congress, as the Secretary. recommended, 
graduated the price of the public lands, and created 
a few more land districis, enough would, most pro- 
bably, have been realized, not only to have covered 
the above estimate, but to have paid the outstand- 
ing Treasury notes. But let him (Mr. V.) ask 
here, whether the specimens and evidences of the 
financial skill of the gentlemen who had so uncere- 
moniously impeached the accuracy of the Secre- 
tary, were so striking “as to give any very great 
weight to their ‘“‘impeachments.” Quite the con- 
trary, in his estimation. He trusted he hed al- 
ready; in same measure, “impeached” the im- 
peachers. He had shown, he thought, pretty con- 
clusively, that the existence of a huge national debt 
wos the mere dream of heated partisans; that the 
fae's and figures put forth in support of it had been 
mest successfully turned against their authors. 
Now he begged leave to call the attentinn of the 
committee to the very discordant character of the 
means and data by which they sought to impeach 
the accuracy of the Secretary. His colleazue; [Mr. 
Barnarp,] in his table of “guesses” and “probabili- 
ties,” made all the charges on the Treasury for 
1841 amount to - - ~ $27,569,000 
And the receipts of the same year to- 20,042,618 
Deficit - $7,526,382 
The gentleman from Maine, in his table of 
“owesses” and “probabilities,” made all the de- 
mands cn the Treasury for 1844 - $31,655 000 
All the receiots to -~ - - 24,723,000 
Deficit - - - $6,962,000 

Now, how differext the process by which they 
obtained their respective results. The gentleman 
from Maine had beaten his colleague in his esti- 
mate of charges on the year, in the sum cf $4,116,- 
000, and still his colleague bad besten bim in 
cyphering oul a deficiency by the sum of nearly a 
million of dollars! How had he done this? Why, 
he had cypbered down the resources of the year to 
only $20,042,382; whereas the gentleman from 
Maite admitted that they would amount to $24,- 
723,000; bnt to make his sum come out to his 


liking, he had cyphered yp the charges on the 


Treasury more than four millions of dollars higher 
than his fellow impeacher! So that one seemed 
to excel in cyphering up, and the other in cypher- 
ing down, and beiween two arithmeticians so ex. 
pert in thcir respective ines, it was very difficult to 
say what would become of poor Mr. Woodbury. 
The aggregate amount of their differences was 
$8,796,382 !! The one contended that Mr. Wood- 
bury’s estimate of receipts from customs was 
much (oo high; the other admitted that the receipts 
from this souree would, no doub!, come up to the 
Sceretary’s estimates; and stil], with all their con- 
tradictions, clashings, and discrepancies, they 
seemed to “lay the flattering unction to their souls” 
that they had sycceeded in impeaching the accuracy, 
if not the integrity, of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The ‘self-congratulations” cf ihe Secretary, as 
the gentleman from Maine saw fit to designate a 
paragraph or two of his annual report, had formed 
the subject of no little sarcasm with that honorable 
member. The Secretary had, indeed, cause to che- 
rish pride in reviewing his official career. Was it 
not much to the credit of that Officer, that, during 
the last four years, when individuals, banks, and 
even Stai.s, had been brought into dishonor by a 
failure to meet their engagements, this Government 
bad maintained its credit unimpaired, notwith- 
standing two suspensions by the baok»? Was it 
not true thatthe Government had, within the last 
six years, paid all its current expenditures, as well 
as the extraordinary ones, of Indian wars and 
treaties, and deposited with the States twenty-eight 
millions of dollars, without imposing any addi- 
tional taxes on the people; without creating a new 
iunded debi; and that, teo, under the process of 
biennial reductions of the tariff? Did not sucha 
review furnish Jegitimate and most abundant cause 
of self-congratulation? 

Lastly. It was coniended by the gentlemen who 
had preceded him, that the deficit whieh they seem- 
ed toimagine they had cyphered out, ought to be 
supplied by imposing an immediate tax on silks 
and wines. To this he, Mr. V. would respond, 
that if the receip’s from sources that now existed 
were sufficient to carry the Government through 
the year as he had attempted to prove, why should 
we, a defeated party, relieve our victorious adver- 
saries from the responsibility, or rob them of the 
glory, of adjusting a new tariff of duties? We all 
know, sir, that next year, there must be a revision 
of the whole tariff. The work could be better 
done as a whole than by piecemeals. We appreci- 
ate the kindness and disinterestedness which 
prompt you to ask us to share with you the glory of 
this great work; but we are willing to forego all 
the profit and honor of an undertaking which legi- 
mately belongs to you. 

A tax upon luxuries—upon silks and wines— 
articles consumed only by the rich. This was 
quite an adcaptandum proposition; but it would 
be vastly more, taking in its character, 1f accompa. 
nied with a proposition, to relieve, in the mean time, 
from taxation, necessaries consumed by the poor; 
but while you pick tne pockets of the rich under the 
wine and siik tax, do you propose to lizhten the bur- 
thens of the poor in the same ratio? By no means. 
You continue to make all your present exactions 
from the poor. Glorious charity and benefieence 
this!! It is very like robbing the poor, and, in- 
stead of making restitution to them, atoning for 
your offence by robbing the rich also. There was 
much force in the admonition of the gentleman 
from Virgisia, (Mr. Wise,] that we should con- 
sider, well consider, and pause, before we did any 
act which might, by possibility, diminish the con- 
sumption of our great staple, cotton, in France. 
He (Mr. V.) had long looked upon the increase of 
that consumption as one of the brightest prospects 
of the exporting section of our country. Beware 
how you interfere with it. Begin not the work, in 
the offensive form now proposed, by singling out 
for taxation, from among the Jong list of free erti- 
cles, articles of French manufacture alone, Eng- 
land constantly threatens to foster, to create a rival 
in the East for the growth of our great staple. 
France has indulged in ne such unfriendly threats. 
She has not held or encouraged any ‘‘world’s con- 
vention,” to destroy your domestic institutions. You - 
will scon have the opportunity of reaching her un~ 
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der circumstances less offensive, when you come 
to revise your whole tariff of duties. You will 


then, if all the mad and magnificent schemes of- 


the day are to be consummated, be not only autho- 
rized, but compelled, to tax silks and wines, per- 
haps, far beyond the maximum of your compro- 
mise bill. . Yes, distribute the proceeds of the pub- 
lie lands among the States—raise, by duties, enough 
to supply the vacuum—and you will require more 
than twenty per cent. duty upon all imports to sup- 
port your Government. And then, for the conse- 
lation of the Southern wing of the great Whig 
army, let me say that, with the benefit of exchange, 
cash duties, and home valuation, the Yankees will 
have infinitely the best of the bargain. 


REMARKS OF MR. HAND, 
OF NEW YORK, a 
In the House of Repres niatives, Monday, March 1, 


1841—In Committee of the Whele on the state J 


of the Union, on a bill making appropriations for 

certain for.iiica‘ioas reported by the Committee’ 

‘of Ways and Means, on a motion to substitute 

the biil reported by the Committee on Military 

Affairs for the oae under consideration. 

Mr. HAND said: he sincerely hoped the substi- 
tation would be made. If it was proposed to pro- 
vide for the defences cf the ccuntry, it was desira- 
ble it should be done systematically. Besides, in- 
creasing the few works in the bill from the Com- 
mitee of Ways and Means to the additional 
amount proposed in the bill from the Commitiee 
on Military Affairs, would result, perbap:, in the 
passage of the former with this augmentation as to 
these particular, works, and in the neglect of the 
others in the Jast mentioned bill, thereby not only 
producing very unequal legislaiion, but pushing 
forward some stations with increased vigor, while 
others of admitied paramouat importance, by the 
mere forms of legisiation, would remain entirely 
neglected. By adopting the general bul reported 
by the Committee on Military Affairs, tue founda. 
tion of a system would be laid, which, when com- 
pleted, would pilice this nation 1a a siate of com- 
parailve safety. He knew it was usual, on these 
general appropriation bills, to be very diffuse as to 
topics. ‘Fhe tarif, cistrijution of the public lands, 
the “great political change,” and various other 
matters, had receally been very liberaliy comment- 
ed upon. For himself, he had settled views on 
most of these subjects, which he would express, 


should his duty cali upon him to do so; bat he pre- | 


ferred in discussion not to mix up matters so im- 
portant, 

Mr. H. said he was one of those who believe we 
may have war with Engiand; not soon, probably, 
but before our present ditculties with that nation 
are definitively adjusted. England, if she would, 
cannot long remain quiet. She has an immense na- 
val and military power, which she supports at an 
enormous annual expense, which bears heavy 
on her working classes; and the people will not 
long consent to that burden, if that power long 
continue inactive. ‘The “concern” requires busi- 
ness, But, again. Whoever has watched England 
since the commencement of this century, may well 
believe in the probability of a change in the inter- 
nal affairs of that great people. The mass will, 
perhaps, not always be quiescent in their present 
condition. Their Government will, therefore, en- 
deavor to divert them by the excitement of war— 

“Lege rest, and lying stil, might make them look 

Too near unto my state.” 
_.$o too, in time, that high-sounding boast of 
‘mistress of the ocean’? will become irksome to us, 
particolarly if it is occasionally forced upon our 
recollection by a too haughty bearing or insolent 
aggression. When that supremacy shall be made 
a point, then in trath the contest will be a severe 
one. Indeed, ouc difficulties wilh that country 
seem gradually to thicken. hat in relation to the 
Northwest Territory he deemed most important, 
and when that shall be agitated, he looked for the 
rupture which he thought their combined difficul- 
ties might ultimately produce.. Much had been 
said about McLeod. Upon that subject he did not 
propose to dwell. He wouid only say, with refer- 
ence to some strictures that had been made here 


upon the ebullition of feeling which had occasiun- 
ally, in times past, shown itself on the Northern 
frontier, that, while he held that every man should 
do nothing unbecoming a good citizen, yet gentle- 
men ata distance from the transactions might 
judge with too much severity. None but those 
who were witnesses to the intolerable wrongs done 
by the exercise of that bull-deg spirit which some- 
times characterizes a provincial domination should 
judge of the high feeling of condemnation they 
might produce. Were they in daily intercourse 
with the victims, they might perhaps allow even 
good citizens to “sympathize.” 

But his object (continued Mr. H.) was to speak 
of the defences af the country. He was for adopt- 
iag some general plan, the prcgress of the comple- 
tion of which should at least keep pace with the 
resources of the country, and, if the emergency re- 
| ‘quired it, be pressed without stint or delay. No 
“ plan had recommended itself to his mind so much 

as a system of fortifications. ‘The question 


with some gentlemen seemed to bs between 
fortificatioas andan increase of the Navy. He 
wasin no way opposei to the Wavy. It had 


been, and would be again, the pride of the 


| nation, and he would keep it on a respectable 
footing. By he woull give a few rea- 
sons, why, in time of peace, we should 


establish a line of fortifications in preference, per- 
| haps, to any thing else. Bat he would first re- 
| mark upon an objection now frequently heard, 
and, indved, strongly urged in the debaie on this 
question by the gentlemana from South Carolina, 
[Mc. Pickens,] that fortifications were becoming 
useless, owing io the improvemenis in the dri of 
war, He was aware that such things had been 
eaid, and predicted by som» who pretend to under- 
stand the subject, Bat ne (Mr. H.) had given the 
subject some aitention, and so hal the War De- 
parimenti, as appearea by the alle docaments fure 
| nished us last session; aac, from: aii ne coui aseer- 
| tain, the changes reudered fortifications more indi- 
| pensabie than ever. Indeed, the greatest changes 
appear to be going on in naval tacties. This, if so, 
would as weli bean argument against the increase 
of the navy. Whereis another consideration which 
| Weigaed much with him; whieh is, that Eegiand, 
who could not be supposed io be rauch behind in 
these improvements, is at this moment buildirg new 
aud rebuilding the old fortresses im her North 
American possessions, with great care and expense, 
which she would noi do if she thought them use- 
less. : 

A system of fortifications, be thougat, should be 
adopted, because, too, it required time for their exe- 
ention. Such works, if built efficiently, progress 
slowly. This was net the case wih a navy. Ma- 
terials for the latter could be provided, and when 
| wanted, but a short period would be required for 
completion. This is fuliy illustrated by a state- 
ment of the time and cost of repairing cur navy, 
kindly furnished him by the Department, and 
which he held in his haad. 

Again: the expense was comparatively small. 
The Secreiary of War last year sent us a general 
plan of fortifications. ‘This contained works in 
classes, A, B, ©, D, B, F. Omitting those ia F, 
which are only proposed for some late period, and 
the remainder will give us nineiy-five forts for the 
maritime frontier from Passamaquoddy to the Sa- 
bine, for less than ten millions; fourteen forts, &e. 
for the Northern frontier, for little more than two 


tier, costing less than ons million; total, thirteen 
millions. ‘This would fernish the two great lines 
of frontier, North and South, of this nation, with 
cordons of safe fortifications for ages. The neces- 
sary additional ordnance, and cne hundred rounds 
of ammunition, can be supplied for three aad three- 
fourth millions; making in all but sixteen and three- 
fourth millions. The report on these subjects, and 
i| upon the art and science of war generally, reflects 
| great credit upon the Secretary and the military 
officers, bis coadjutors. 

| Itis very different with the navy; the mere de- 
cay and increase of which, since 1816, has cost the 
nation thirty-one and a quarter millions. Again, 
not only the expense, but another argurvent in fa- 
I vor of fortifications is their durability. Well built, 


millions; and fifteen barracks for the Western fror- | 


they dilapidate very slowly, and are cheaply: kept 
in repair. On the csntrary, other means of de- 
fence, and particularly a navy, are subject to de- 
cay. By tke following extract from the- report of 
the Board of Navy Commissioners; transmitted to 
us with the report of the Secretary of the Navy, at 
the opening of this session, it appears that the ‘ex- 
pense.of keeping good our naval armament is: very 
reat: . : ees 
othe estimated value of these vessels; and of the stores on 


hand for their completion or equipment, may be stated atabout 
the following sums: A : 


Vessels. Stores. Total. 
For 1816, $4,365,000 $735,000 $5, 100,008 
For 1840, 9,825,000 6,628,346 16,453,346 
Gain, 5,460,000 5,893,346 11,353,346 
Money in the Treasury on the lst October, 1840, 1,385, 
Showing a total gaia in values of $12,739,266 
The amounts which have been available for those 
objects, from 18]6 to 1840, both inclusive, have been: 
Under gradWal increase of the navy - . + $8,000,000 
Under gradual improvement of the navy ~ - 3,897,710 
For building and rebuilding vessels, specially - 2,453,710 
Total - : : - o ~ 14,356, 
And for repairs and for ordnance . . = 1638 430 


Making the total of available appropriations, 31,242,850 
The increase of values, as above - ` = 12,739,266 


$18,503,584 


deducted from ihe appropriation, leaves - 


astheamount which has been expended to meet 

the actual loss or decay, or to preserve the values’ 

which were on hand in !816. - 

This sum divided by 25 (the number of years in ; 
cluded) gives for the annual loss and decay - $740,143 
or about Lé4 per cent. annually on the original cost 
of the vesseis afloat in 1816, which were fit for 
naval use, 

He begged not to be misunderstood. Ia contraste 
ing the two modes of defence, naval and. military, 
he was not attempting to disparage the former. 
Far from it. oth are absolutely necessary. All 
he was endeavosiag to show is, reasons for inerea- 
ing the latier now, if there are means for one only. 
He believed if ike system of fortifications proposed 
was adopted, the country, ina short time, will be 
in a fair staie of defence, and that too, without in» 
volving it in debt. From a statement the War 
Departunent furnished him last session, he. found 
we had 68 ves‘els, three of which are irreparable,and 
the others could be rebuilt or completely. repaired 
for about five and a quarter millions. So that.after 
the expenditure of about twenty-two millions, we 
should have 124 forts, &e. and 7,248 cannon on 
land, (now 4,708) 65 vesseis of war, bearing 2,036 
guns, and aboui 620,000 muskets, besides all the 
munitions of war in the hands of the States. . . 

Bat there were other reasons why he was:in fa- 
vor of adopting a system of fortifications. This 
nation, from its position and the genius of the peo- 
pie, will not make war. for territory,. profit, or ag- 
grandizement. It has more territory than its: peo- 
ple can occupy, with an extensive frontier; and 
that people have a national aversion to immense 
armaments, large standing armies, and heavy taxa- 
tion. Nor do they expect to defend their frontier 
by a constant force. Upon the militiaman, well 
arined, defending his own fireside, must this nation 
depend to repel invasion. We shall.act on the’ de- 
fensive, and pursue the course of onward prosperi- 
ty, in the quiet paths of peace as much as possible. 
May it always beso. A distinguished writer says: 
“Happy the nation whose history is dull and mono- 
tonov. ® But if disturbed, with fort fications as 
rallying points, and as convenient depositories of 
arms, with just regulars enough to -keep. the forts 
and their contents in order for any. emergency, the 
rest may be left to the freemen of the land, at least 
until the nation is fairly involved in the regular 
conflicis of a settled war... Mr. H. said he bad 
great reliance on the militia, We have now about 
one and a half millions organised, and probably at 
least three m'llions of our citizens are able to bear 
arms, and most of them familiar with their. use. 
These must always be formidable to an invading 
foe. They have indeed already pre-eminently 
proved themselves so. He had, a matter of curi- 
osity, made a few estimates from the battles fought 
on land, doring the last war with England, as given 
in Wiles’s Register, Of these there were 35, and 
about 70,000 Americans, and. 102,000 British 
troops, were the aggregates engaged. In them 
about 9,300 of the British were killed and wound 
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ed. The: whole number of British killed and 
wounded was, tothe whole number of Americans 
engaged, about as one to seven anda half. In the ten 
battles fought by about 16,000 regulars alone, the Bri- 
tish killed and wounded were to the Americans en- 
gaged as one to nine and four-fifths. Andin ten 
battles fought by about 18,000 militia and volun- 
teers alone, the British killed and wounded were to 
the Americans engaged as one to five. He spoke 
this with no purpose to dishonor our gallant army. 

They bad excelled the best troops cf Europe. But 
. this will beso almost from the nature of things. 

‘Their officers are gallant fellows, but the mode of 

firing is different. Beside, the regulars have cer- 

tain imperious and systematic duties to perform, 
and even, the battle ground is often the field where 
advantage is sought by scientific military manceu- 
vre. On the contrary, the militia are usually called 
out to resist invasion, and the whole battle is often 

a trial of individual skill by keen and excited 

marksmen, making, under favorable circumstances, 

awful havoc among troops moving in compact 
>- military order. While engaged, their sole busi- 
ness is killing. 

Bat (added Mr. H.) he didnot intend to detain 
the committe too long, aud should not have spoken 
at all, were itnot for the deep-anxiety he felt for 
some defence on the frontier of the district he had 
the honor to represent. He was surprised to hear 
the honorable chairman of the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, say that in case of a war with Eng- 
land, the Canadas would net be the theatre of ac- 
tion. He thought differently. Every thing tended 
to convince him to the contrary. After troups have 
been transported 3,000 miles, it was very probable, 
that ia most cases, they would debark in their own 
territory, where they had a place of repose, prepara- 
tion, and safety. This wasa natnral, almost an 
inevitable consequetce, unless the expedition was 
on some particular service. This, at all events, 
could hardly be otherwise, in case cf a rupture 
within a few years. ‘The trcops are already in 
Canada, and a strong force there, would be indis- 
pensabie. ; 

With thes views, he begged to call the attention 
of the committee to the defenceless state of Lake 
Champlain. No man could shut his eyes to its 
importance. It has been the beaten track of war 
for the last century. Its position is different from 
thatof any other of our waters. It heads in the 
heart of our country, crossing the line between the 
two nations at right angles, it terminates at a safe 
distance in the enemy’s territory. Besides all 
this, it is the first naturally feasible route of ingress 
upon our people, after entering the St, Lawrence, 
Government immediately after the last war, acting 
upon recent experience, turned its attention to its 
defense, but unfortunately before the line was esia- 
blished. The present Secretary of War and the 
proper bureau have repeatedly pressed the impor- 
tance of this place upon our consideration, Every 
one coincides in opinion with them. The 
British, too, know its importance. Stroog fortifi- 
cations command their portion of it, and a canal 
opening navigation into it, is nearly compieted by 
them. Indeed they had gone so far, and were so 
solicitous, as appeared by affidavits in his posses 
sion, as to survey the lake in the vicinity of our 
contemplated fortifications. He earnestly en- 
treated that this work might not be delayed any 
longer; and as it is embraced in the bill proposed 
to be substituted, he hoped that would be dune. 

One'word more, and he was done. Some here 
have cautioned against a too free expression of sen- 


timents, for fear of provoking a war before we are - 


prepared. He deprecated war, so did his consti- 
wents. But he should do them injustice-to inti- 
mate that they would not boldly denounce all ag- 
gression, no matter by whom offered to our country, 
without reference to the progress of preparation. 
Whenever our national honor is insulted, they are 
always ready. d 


Norz.--From a statement furnished Mr. H, from the Navy 
Commissioners’ Office in April, 1840, showing the time it 
would require to repair, rebuild, &c, our vessels of war, it ap- 
pears that 13 vessels, building, could be completed in the ave. 
rage time of 196 days, 21 repaired and equipped ready for sea in 

the average time of 68 days, and 6 then in commission at sea in 
the average time of 90. days, 2 
“By their report in 1841, it appears that the Commissioners 


| 


have contracied for timber for 15 ships. of the jine, 18 frigates, 15 
sloops of war, 9 steamers, and 9 brigs or schooners. 

We have thirty-six vessels in commission. From an English 
military periodical, it appears that the British Government 
have 194 vessels of war in commission bearing 3,725 guns—3l 
of these were in North America. 

Extract from list of vessels, é&c. of British navy, in same 
work: 


A | a | gbg 

Sla | # | Bigs > 
Name of |°% Commander. | 3 | 2 |°E Station. 
vessels, 45 3 | s7 

3 5 zi 

Z S | EE 


Niagara 20fCapt. Sanborn Canada 181211838! Lakes of Canada 


| 
_ i | | 


(This, ifso, must be in direct violation of treaty.) 
Thesame work gives the armies and navies of Europe: 


34 
Men. |28 
ERA 
f Z> 
Great Britain - [114,000] 600| Naples - - | 30,000] 2 
Russia - + (660,000) 370i|Sardmia - - | 30,000) & 
France - + {230,000} 300| Norway - 22,000 
Austria - {297,000}  4liGrecce - -~ | 10,000] 3 
Prussia 167,000] €j{States ofthe Pope į 9,000 l 
lolland - 73,000} 18}! Hanover - - | 16,70} 1 
Spain 70,000 Bavaria - - | 48,000: 
Belgium - 50,000 [Saxony - + | 12000 
Sweden - 40,000} 7|| Wurtemburg 14,000 
Denmark 3S0 4i 


SPEECH OF MR. UNDERWOOD, 
OF KENTUCKY, 

In the House of Representatives, February 20, 1841— 
On the biil making appropriations for the Civil 
and Diplomatic Service of the year 184], 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that, the world over, 
man was the creature of the circumstances by 
which he was surroanded. Elis opinions, motives, 
and actions, had their origin in the animate and in- 
animate objects which were constantly operating 
upon him, affecting his senses, and through them 
his intelleciual powers, and thus forming the cha- 
racicr aud directing the conduct of life. These 
circumstances, according to my cbservation, said 
Mr. U. “define the position” of members in this 
body. The impartia! spectator, regarding the cir- 
cumstances by which members‘are surrounded, 
wili perceive their trae position more accurately 
than by taking it from their own flattering defini~ 
tions. In viewing the position of members, and 
delining i! for myself, there are some striking charac- 
teristics in the different attitudes presented by the 
Represeniatives of the people. There is an Ailan- 
tic or seaboard position, which does not harmonize 
altogether with mine; which is entirely in'aad or 
“backwoods.” There is a city position, which 
contrasts very sinkingly with the village or country 
position, which most of us on this flcor occupy. 
There is a Northern and a Southern position: and 
a listener to the debates in both branches of Con- 
gress would almost conclude that our sole business 
‘here was to inform mankind, ay, sir, the whole 
universe, exactly where we stood, and how we 
stood; or, in the parhamentary language of the 
day, lo “define my position.” 

Ihave ro vanity which promp’s me to believe 
that the fate of my country, that iis weal cr wo, is 
dependent, to any greatextent, upon what I say or 
do. Ner am [so bumble as to believe that argu- 
ments, based upon popular rights, enforcing the 
truth, and demanding justice, will be entirely dis- 
regarded, because they emanate from one of “my 
pesidica.”? Sir, I claim to be identified in feeling 
and in principle with the great mass of the Ameri- 
can people. Like that mass, I was boru to enjoy 
or to waste no rich inberitanee. My ancestors did 
not enable me, by ihe fruits of their labor, to spend 
a life of criminal idleness, or to devote my time to 
literary and scientific pursuits, living at ease upon 
a large ennual income, or to play the part of the 
man of business, wielding a large capital, uncon- 
scious of the toil and labor which accumulated it. 
Like that mass, I have been compelled, of necessi- 
ty, to labor diligently in my vocation for the means 
to furnish food, raiment, and shelter for myself and 
family. Irejoice in the institutions of my coun- 
try. They have enabled me to rise to a seat on 
this floor. They presentan open field in which 
every citizen may labor to advance his fortunes; 
andin which each workingman, no matter what 
may-be his trade or profession, is sure to obtain, in 
the end, a rewa:d proportioned to his merite 


“My positicn,” and inclination also, require that 
I should condemn extravagance; thatI should at- 
tempt to reform abuses, and that I should endea- 
vor, by wise laws, to secure peace, safety, and hap- 
piness for the people. There are two classes of 
politicians: one is always actuated by principles, 
the other is always busied in the fortunes of men. 
The one goes for the country, the greatest good of 
the greatest number; the other goes for the per- 
sonal advancement of the members of a party, for 
the promotion of a clique greedy for “spoils.” In 
tre ranks of the one you may find a high and lofty 
patr’otism, a generosity and nobleness of purpose, 
which comprehends all intere:is and every pursuit 
by its beneyolent and dignified legislative action. 
In the racks of the other you may look for low 
cunning and sinister manœuvres to elevate or to 
pull down individuals, just as this or that party 
object may be accomplished by it. It is in this 
class you may expect to find despicable coalitions 
for selfish objects, And it is here that yon may 
look for men devoted to politics more for the love 
of the emoluments of office than for the highest 
glory of our nature, the satisfaction of doing good 
as a public benefactor. 

I will never form analliance with those whore 
political life is spent in putting up or putting down 
particular individuals for se'fish purposes. I will 
never allow, if I can prevent it, that sysiem of re- 
wards for political subserviency, and punishment 
for political independence, which has prevail- 


ed in this country during the last twelve 
years. And I intend, with my last political 
breath, to demand a reform of those abuses 


which enable politicians to seize and appro- 
priate to their own ase the publie property, 


„or which, under chormous perquisites of office, 


furnish means with which to undermine and 
subvert the institutions of the country, by corsupt- 
ing both officeholders and voters. { will partly 
co operate with those who think and feel as I do, 
to carry into effect what our common principles re- 
quire; but never will I enter a coalition whose chief 
objeċts is to distribute the “spoils.” 

The people of this country, our constituents, do 
not intend to have the realities of a monarchy un- 
der the name ofarepublic. The people will not 
willingly pay enormous salaries or allow unrea- 
sonable perquisites to the officers of Government. 


They will cheerfully grant a just compensation for - 


services rendered, but they will not pay those who 
do nothing; nor will they pay these who work such 
extravagant wages as to enable them to vie with roy- 
alty itself in the splendor of their equipages and 
expense of luxurious living. It only requires that 
the people should be honestly and fully informed of 
the extent of any crying abuse to s2cure the appl - 
cation of the proper remedy. They may and do 
act slowly, but act they will, and efficiently, too, in 
theend. I regard the election of General Harrison 
asa manifestation of the efficiency of popular ac- 
tion, when the people are convinced that abuses ex- 
ist; and if his Acininistration should not meet 
their expectations ia the work of reform they have 
willed, they will act again and again” through the 
ballot-box until their will and their interests are 
obeyed and respected by their agents. The Execu- 
tive Government must conform to public sentiment, 
ascertained by and through the Representatives of 
the people; and it was the apprehension that the 
Administration of Mr. Van Buren, ‘‘following in 
the footsteps,” set public sentiment at defiance, 
and attempted to manufacture it through the instru- 
mentality of a corrupt pressand a subservient 
Congress, which mainly produced his recent over- 
throw. . 

The people has not yet completed their work. 
By the eection of General Harrison they have 
placed at the head of the Government a man who 
willabstain, I sincerely believe, from the exercise 
of arbitrary and disputed powers; as much so as any 
man who could have been placed in his high sta- 
tion, But the Executive cannot reform existing 
abuses which have grown up under the operation 
of existing laws. It requires the repealing and re- 
forming powersofa Congress to do justice to. the 
people,to comply with their will, and to satisfy 
their expectation. Discreet and judicious adiion by 
this and the other House upon the annual appro- 
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priation bills can accomplish much; and I will pro- 
ceeed to call your attention to various subjects 
whieh deserve the notice of this body and the whole 
nation. I mean to cali public attention to them. 
I intend to print what I say, and lay what I print 
pefore the peop:e; call on them to read and reflect, 
and then to the polls and act. If the people wish 
a real, substantial reform. of abuses, they must first 
know whatthey are, and then elect representatives 
pledged to reform them, and who will hanes'ly re- 
deem their pledges. a 
The first abuse connected with the provisions of 
this bill, was brought to the notice ot the cAmmit- 
tee by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Prodgrt ] 
It consisted in the heavy appropriation for a- 
tionery; that we consame more paper, pens, keh- 
knives, wafers, &c. than we ough’, and that we do 
not strictly confine ourselves to the application of 
the stationery received to public purposes, cannot 
be doubted. But, sir, I shall not go into the in- 
quiry with a view to ascertain the precise extent of 
this abuse. Perhaps it would be impossible to as- 
certain it, aS no accounts are kept showing the 
quantities delivered to cach member, and as every 
one calls for and obtains till he is satisfied. Many 
years since, I am told, accounts were kept, and 
members were charged with the stationery far- 
nished them. These accounts consiuted some 
check; bat since they have been discontinued, there 
is no check bat that which each gentleman’s con- 
science prescribes for himself. Tne best remedy 
for the evil is that which I suggested the other day 
to the gentleman from Indiana. It is to allowa 
certain sum in Lieu of stationery. But, sir, I do 
net advert to this abuse for the purpose of ascer- 
„taining its extent, or to suggest the proper remedy. 
l recor to it in order to notice the character of the 
remarks which were indulged a day or two since, 
when the subject was mentioned. Some gentlemen 
affected to consider it a small concern, a picayune 
affair, a matter to which the maxim de minimis non 
curat lex should apply. They seemed to consider 
it too contemptible for the attention of statesmen as- 
sembied to deliberate on great national affairs. 
Such swelling and blowing about elevated views; 
such sublime contemplations of subjects infintiely 
important to the world’s welfare, which allow some 
gentlemen on this floor no time to attend to little 
things; ay, sir, which fill them with utter scorn for 
trifles, present a most dignified contrast with their 
own conduct in pocketing, or rather boxing up, the 
“spoils.” Their flourishiag words and laudatory 
seif-gratulations are put forth in the vain attempt 
to hide from themselves the knowledge of the abuses 
they practise, and to farnish some sort of apology 
for failing to do their duty in exposing and putting 
gn end to them. Sir, I bave bat little respect for, 
and not the least confidence in, the man who af- 
fects to regard little things as beneath his notice, 
especially litle impropricties. My observation 
through life has provei, to my satisfaction, that 
those who refuse to attend to lite abuses, are sure 
to wink at enormities. I have no faith in the in- 
tellectual ability of those whose mental and moral 
organization is such that they affect to be incapable 
of attending to small things, I have ever fousd 
them incapable of managing great affairs. Napc- 
leon, Wellington, and our own beloved and great 
Washington, were men who paid strict attantion to 
the smallest matters of camp police. They were 
capable of comprehending that a world is but the 
aggregate of atoms; that great battles are made up 
of individual contests; that the fate of empires maj 
be decided by the failure to clinch a nail. Such 
men know that they are great in proportion as they 
are like their Creator, whose attention, we arz in- 
formed, is even directed to numbering the hairs of 
our heads, and who takes note of the falhng of a 
sparrow. Sir, I am shocked at the combined little- 
ness, pride, and arrogance of men who affect to 
‘turn up their noses at improper and immoral ac- 
tions as trifles beneath their notice. The pzople 
must dismiss all such from their service, if they 
would make this Government, in all its depart- 
ments, what it should be—-a light upon an eminence 
ilduminating the nations of the earth—a sun blazing 
in the political firmament, upon whose disk no spct 
Gan be found. I have seen upon this floor some 
practical illustrations of this elevated disregard of 
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little things, I have seen additions made to the 
private libraries of members, by voting thousands 
upon thousands to pay fer books, to be distributed 
amonz ourselves; and I have seen this hasghty spi- 
rit, this elevated contempt for little things, skalk 
from exposure by refusing the yeas and nays. I 
have witnessed, year after year, palpable violations 
of the law relating to the mileage of members, and 
I have in vain endeavored to correct the abuse, I 
have witnessed efforts made by others to correct it, 
butallinvain. It passed by as one of those insig- 
nificant affairs which’the mighty minds of great po- 
liticians could not eondescend to notice! 

Mr. Chairman, the honer, the dignity, and, to a 

| great extent, the utility of Congress, depend npon 
the abiding eonfidence which the American people 
repose in our integrity, in our disinterested patriot- 

ism, in gùr love of justice, in our practical good 
‘sense, dh our assiduous discharge of the duties of 
JegisMators for a great nation—a nation destined, 
under the guidance of wisdom, to revolutioaize 
and ameliorate the condition of enslaved humanity 
throughout the world, or to demonstrate that, in 
the midst of professions of evsry noble emotion 
and Christian virtue, we are bu: canting hypocrites, 
secking office with avidity for the sake only of its 
“spoils.” Sir, we ought to clear our own skirts of 
suspicion by sedulous attention to the least whis- 
per of impropriety, by applying instantly the pro- 
per remedy to petty abuses. Demonstrate your re- 
solution to reform crying enormities in other de- 
partments, by first taking, I will not say the beam, 
but the mote, out of your own eye, so that you may 
more clearly see how to operate upon others. 

We have no lime to attend to trifling matters! I 
have known days, yes, weeks, consumed in idle 
debates upon preliminary motions and poinis of 
order.* From the perpetual discussion about or- 
der, a spectator in the lobby would suppose that we 
were more disposed than any legislative assembly 
on earih to observe strict order, and to do every 
thing by rule. And yet, sir, the newspxper reports 
of our proceedings are constantly presenting the 
country with occurrences on this floor which ex- 
cite sentiments of shame and indignation in the 
bosoms of the people. ‘To-day the Hon. Mr. A. 
and Mr. B. had some sharp-shooting.” “To day 
the Hon. Mr. C. and Mr. D. passed the lie direct.” 
“Tc-day the Hon. Mr. E. and Mr. F. had a fracas 
in the Hall of the House of Representatives.” 
Such, sir, are the degrading accounts teeming from 
the press, (and I lament to say with too much truth 
for our reputation,) in regard to the doings of this 
order-discussing body. I have sometimes thought 
I wouid take up our journals and make a careful 
examination, with a view to ascertain the time Jost 
in debating points cr order and preliminary mo- 
tions. I: would result, I have no doubt, in finding 
that we waste lime to a criminal extent. 

[Here Mr. Cooper of Georgia said that he had 
made the computation, and found that two months 
of the last session had been thus consumed.]} 

No wonder, exclaimed Mr. U. that our eight 
months’ labor during that session only brought forth 
thirty public and seventy private acts, making a 
little primer ef eighty-five pages only. No wor- 
der we mectand break up, and nothing is done. 
Is it because there is nothisg which ought to be 


*A most extraordinary instance of (ime wasted upon preli- 
minary motions occurred in 1837. On the 2tst of April Mr. 
Toucey made his report relative to the duel between Mr. 
Graves and Mr. Crniuzy, and moved that it be postponed until 
the 7thof May, and that i: be printed. 

Mr. Rossergon moved that the report be laid on the tahle. 

i Pending thess motions, the House adjourned, it being Saturs 
day. 

On Monday, Mr. Ronerrson withdrew his motion (to lay on 
the table) and moved to commit the repott to a committee to 
be called the Committee on Privileges, with instructions to re- 
port thscourse which, in their opinion, it is proper to pursue. 

Those questions were discussed daily until the next Monday, 
when Mr. Pickens moved that the whole be laid on the tabie. 
Ilis motion was negativel. The question was then put on 
postponing ull the 7th ef May, and negatived, 

Mr. Apams then moved to reccmmit the report to the same 
committee. with instructions to strike out all argumentative 
parts and the resolutions at the end of the report. “The motion 
of Mr, Apams was amended, modified, and discassed until the 
Sth of May, when Mr. Sawyer moved to lay the whole pubject 
on the table. His motion wasnegatived. Gn the 10th of May, 
Mr. Tuomas moved to lay the whole subject on the table, and 
it was carried. 

Pending the discussion, Mr. Lawrer died, and the House ob- 
served the usual funeral ceremoniés; and, with that excep- 
tion, the whole time, from the 2ist April to the 10th of May, 

wag spent on these preliminary motions. 
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“the States, should be paid more 


done? No, sir, no, I am informed by the Clerk 
that there are at least a thousand bills and resolu- 
tions upon his table ready fot consideration. There 
are agreat number of private claims which have 
been allowed by your standing committees, and 
which we ought to act upon. It is enough to make 
the heart sick to read the imploring letters which 
claimants frequently address to the members of this 
body. Ihave received letters, and from females, 
telling me that the claims allowed and provided tor 
by such and such bills were their-only hope for 
bread; and that unless Congress would act and 
pass the bills, the poor-house or the jail must re- 
ceive them. I have received letters complaining 
bitterly that the Government failed to perform its 
engagements and pay for property actually con- 
veyed to it, in- consequence of which the citizen 
was likely to be ruined. I will mention but one 
case in poiat, and that is, your failure to appro- 
priate money to pay for hospital sites on the West- 
ern waters, although years ago deeds have been 
made for the lands selected. We have public mea: 
sures of vast importance which, session after ses- 
sion, and year after year, remain upon our table, 
calling for the action of this House. Sir, I have 
had resolutions upon your table for nearly six 
years, proposing amendments to the Constitution 
of the United States, and which T conscientiously 
believe to be essentially necessary to the whole- 
some operation, if not to the very existence, of 
eur Republican institutions; and, under our time- 
wasting rules and proceedings, they have not been, 
and would not be, reached in regular order for a 
century to come. We originate business enough 
to talk about, and then spend the whole of our 
time in speech-making for Buncomb, instead of 
practical action for the good of the country. These 
are evils of crying magnitude. The effect of such 
a course is now glaring in our faces. We are 
forced, by this sinful waste of time, to act upon 
the appropriation bills necessary to keep the Gc- 
vernment in motion, at the very close of the ses- 
sion, amidst bustle And confusion, and when it is 
impossible to deliberate in regard to the millions of 
money we are placing in Executive hands. I men- 
tion these matters to show that. those who affect to 
be above attending to trifles do not act upon affairs 
of magnitude, except in the way of talking about 
them. And we talk about every thing, when in 
committee, except the business before us, as this 
debate fully proves, and as I shall probably demon- 
strate by my own remarks before I close. It is this 
rambling practice, with a view to lay our ideas, 
whether original or borrowed, upon all subjects, be- 
fore our constituents in the same stump speech, 
that has rendered this body almost incapable: of 
transacting the public business. =- 0 : 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I shall proceed to cali the 
atten‘ion of this committee to some things which I 
trust will, in the opinion of honorable members, so 
far transcend the subj-cts of stationery, beoks, and 
mileage, as to claim their attention on account. of 
their magnitude. And first, sir, of attorneys, mat- 
shals, and clerks. We have official information 
that the attorney for the southern district of New 
Yark received for his services during the year 1839 
£23,009 07; the clerk $19,469 92 for his, the mar- 
shal of the southern disirict of Mississippi $87,150 
70 for his, and the clerk of the northern district of 
Mis-issippi $9,700 for his- The clerk of the south- 
ern district of Mississippi failed or refused. to make 
a return, Butwe can judge of hisfees from what , 
ihe marshal of his district receives: After deduct- 
ing all reasonable allowances for expenses and sä- 
laries of deputies, it has not been denied that the 
sua) left would make tò each an exorbitant, comi- 
pensation. How doesit happen that ‘these and 
other officers holding similar stations are thus ex- 
travagantly paid? Itis the consequence of the le- 
cislation of Coagress, which, more than forty years 
azo, allowed high fees for certain services, and 
adopied the fez laws of the bighest courts in the se- 
veral States where the fee was not specified in the 
act of Congress. Notwithstanding the fees have 
since been greatly reduced in most of the States, 
Congress has made ho reduction.” Now, sir, is 
there any reason why Federal officers asting within 
than State officers. 
for the same Kind of services? And if the States 
have found that their attorneys, marshals: or she. 
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riffs, and clerks, can carry on a profitable business 
by reducing the fees, may we not safely reduce the 
_ fees of Federal officers to the present standard of 
the States? Sir, Ihave heard no one deny that the 
fees which the laws of Congress allowed were too 
high. Gendemen will not take issue upon that 
averment. But when itis proposed to correct the 
evil by introdueing the necessary provisions in 
this bill, we are told that it is not in order; that, if 
we will introduce a separate bill proposing the pro- 
per remedy, gentlemen, who are constrained by the 
question. of order to cppose the intreduetion of new 
subjects into this appropriation bill, will cheerfully 
vote for it. Iwillin a few words show that this 
question of order constitutes na barrier to the pro- 
‘posed reform, In the first place, i! is not the intro- 
duction of a new subject, within the meaning of the 
50:h rule of the House. The sabjcet of this bill is 
the compensation of the civil and diplomatic ofi- 
cers of Government fer the yesr 1841, and what- 
ever relates to the compensation of any civil or 
diplomatic officer, whether he he expressly referred 
to or not by the provisiens of the bill. is germain to 
the general scope and design of the bill, and there- 
fore cught to be admilted in the shape of an amend- 
ment. In the next place, the s’atute book fur- 
nishes many precedents, showing that important 
provisions, limiting the amount of salaries, and 
even legislating on subjects entirely dissimilar, have 
_ been introduced into the annual appropriation 
bills. Inthe appropriation bill of 1839 for the 
civil and diplomatic service, a section was intro- 
duced prohibiting extra allowances to officers’ of 
Government for disbursing public money. In the 
army bill of that year, a new subject was intro- 
duced, and provision made fer compensating the 
owners of horses lost or east away at sea, &c. In 
the naval bill of the same year, a new subject, in 
one sense, was introduced, and provision was made 
for building three steam ships. But the horses in 
he one case, and the steam shipsin the other, were 
connected with the military and naval service, and 
therefore had an appropriate place ‘n these appro- 
priation bills, The same sort of connection exists 
between the appropriation bill for the civil and 
diplomatie service of any one year, and the salary 
or fees of any officer of the Government. In the 
light-house bill of 1838 provision was made for two 
additional clerks in the Fifth Auditors office. 
These precedents, promulgated to the country in 
the statute book, must satisfy the people that we 
have become over-squeamish to preserve order if 
we now refuse to cut down extravagant allowances 
and perquisites upon the ground that it is out of 
order to do it in this bill! 

Believing that now is the accepted time, and this 
the proper place, and from past experience having 
no bope that the subject will ever receive conside- 
ration separate and apart from the annual appro- 
priation bills, I will proceed with my list of abuses 
which demand correction, and to-correct which pro- 
per amendments will be offered to this bill in due 
season. 

The compensation allowed collectors, naval 
cfficers, and surveyors of ports, in the shape of 
official perquisites, exceeds in many instances what 
is reasonable and just, and ought fo be limited. As 
the most striking case, I shall call the attention of 
the committee to the emoluments of the collector 
at New York. The investigations of the celebrated 
Swartwout. committee ascertained, by proof, that 
the collector received annually a profit on ware- 
houses amounting to about 415,000. His profits 
resulting from forfeitures growing out of real or 
supposed violations of the revenue laws cannot be 
less than $20,000. annually. Your laws allow the 
collector to seize goods when their owners atte np 
to evade the paymentof duties; and then permit a 
compromise to take place, by which a merchant 
pays the sum agreed on, and his goods are restored 
tohim. The collector and other port officers are 
entitled to share in the compromise money, or in 
the preceeds of the goods if they are condemned 
by the judge on trial. You alow all this as a sti- 
mulus to the custom-honse officers to be diligent in 
the discharge of their duties; and, in thus stimu- 
lating their diligence, you have tempted them, for 

_ the sake of gain, to harass merchants and embar- 
rass commerce, by seizing goods without any just 
cause for so doing. The merchant, sooner than 


submit to the “law’s delay,” compromises, and 
pays a handsome sum to get possession of his 
goods, to get clear of the lawsuit, and to get the 
liberty of trading free from custom-house vexations, 
In one ease I am informed that the collector, naval 
officer, and port surveyor, divided among them- 
selves $42,000; in other words, received $14 000 
each for a compromise upon the seizure of goods! 


No wonder that the district attorrey and judge, as. 


we are informed by the gentleman from Maine, 
[Mr. Evans,] should be engaged in court almost 
from the beginning to the end of the year. We 
see that it is the interest of the custem-house cff- 
cers to give them enough to do; and it is equally 
the interest of the attorney to multiply libels upon 
each separate packace seized, instead of the whole 
cargo. We ail know the story of the separa‘e libels 
or salts agsinst each box of iea at Philadelphia, 
for-no other purpose than to inerease the fees of 
the attorney. F bave seen the same thing in Ken- 
tucky. I onge knew all the sureties of an iasel- 
vent sheriff sned by separate actions upon the offi- 
cial bond for a less sam than the attornes’s fee 
faxed in each suit; ia consequence of which the 
costs for the benefit of the lawyers and clerks ex- 
ceeded the amount of the debt tenfold. The Le- 
gislature of Kentucky interpused to prevent this 
mon:ter Avarice from glutiing his maw by adding 
to the calamities of the unfortunate. Take the 
enormous wages ftom the attomzy, collector, &c. 
at New York, limit their receips, and you wil! 
atleast produce one good effect—you will sup- 
press vexatious litigation. But Jet us sum up the 
dierent items in the accountot the collector's pro- 


fits, declare ihe aggrega'e result, and pass fo seme" 


thingelse. The acccunt stands: 
Salary per annam allowed by law - $4 000 
Profits upon warehouse rents - - 15,000 
Income from compromises and seizures, at 

least ~ - 7 - - 20,000 
And we have the grand aggregate of - $39,000 


Being $14,000 more than we pay to the President 
of the United States! Trnaly, sir, the minds of 
gentlemen who can tolerate all this are formed 
upon a magnificent scale. We shall see by their 
votes whether they will place thosc receipts of the 
collecior upon the same footing of their own ste- 
tionery, books, and mileage. 1 will not consume 
time by going into the inquiry, how much the col- 
letorsat Philadelphia, New Orleans, Boston, &e. 
receive. Na doubt they are very careful to follow 
in the “footsteps” of the collector of New York, 
and I will leave each member to form his own es- 
timates of their annual profits. 

I now come lo a subject which Ihave had at 
heart for some years. J allude to the encrmous 
emoluments of postmasters. With the able assise 
tance of a gentleman from Massachnsetts, [Mr. 
Reep,] I induced this House to adopt a proposition 
some two or three years ago to prevent what should 
be denominated ex‘ortion from the public, under 
the pretence of renting boxes or receptacles for 
letters and papers to private individuals, Such 
boxes are indispensable auxiliaries to the postmaster, 
and without ihem, in such a city as New York or 
Philadelphia, he ccuid not perform the duties of 
his office with promptitude to the public, ease to 
himself, or cconemy to the Goverzment, Abolish 
such boxes, and instantly it would be necessary to 


increase the number of clerks and assistants to do | 


the business. But the postmasters in our large 
cities kave contrived tomake fortunes for them- 
selves out of their boxes or pigeon holes, by charg- 
ing the citizen who appropriates one of them to 
his exclueive use from one to six dollars per annum. 
Some years ago I proposed a remedy, which this 
House adopied, to cure this abuse, but it was re- 
jected in the Senate. We were then told that ihe 
Postmaster General had promised to inguire into 
the extent of the emoluments derived from box 
rent, and if it was found to be extravagant, that he 
would recommend or apply the proper corrective. 
Sir, T believe we had something. like that commu- 
nicated to us officially from the. head cf the Pest 
Office Department. But that has been the last of 
it. We have no report of the result of the investi- 


gation, if any has taken place; and certainly no re~ 


medy has been prescribed to cure the evils com- 
plained of. I regard the promises heretofore made 


as part and parcel of the tantalizing system of hol- 
low-hearted politicians, who are ever about to com- 
sence the reformation of abuses; but who take 
special care never to do it. Their promises are to 
delude the people. Their failure to act is for the 
benefit of partisan associates who are rioting on the 
spoils. 

Ishall present an estimate of the profits of the 
postmaster at New York, founded on data the cor- 
rectness of which I do not deubt, and leave each 
member to calculate for himself the effects pro- 
duced by the operation of the present system jn 
vezard to box rents and branch post offices in other 
sities. 

There are kept and rented by the posmaster of 
New York, according to my information, three 
thousand boxes. His price foreach per year is 
from $4 to $6—say €5 upon an average. He has 
established a branch post office, at which he de- 
livers daily about two thousand letters, and receives 
an extra compensation of two cents for each letter 
30 delivered; thussecnring to himself an income 
of $40 a.day. His expenses for superintendents, 
house rent, &e. to conduct the branch post oflice 
eannot exezed $15 daily. They may not amount 
tohalf so much. He may employ, fer aught I 
know, the regular clerks of bis cee, paid by Gc- 
vernment, to superintend the branch establishment. 
Bat admit that he does not, how does the account 
of his entire emoluments stand? Flere it is: 

3 000 boxes at $5 each per annum ~ $15,000 
425 per day clear profit of the branch post 


office, cr a profit per year of ~ 9,125 
His salary allowed and limited by law - 2,000 
Makirg an annual aggregate income of — $26,125 


Now, sir, what do we see from the statements F 
have presented, and which no one eontroverts? 
We behold attorneys, marshals, collectors, &e. an- 
nually receiving a compensation exceeding, by hun- 
dreds and thousands, that which is allowed to the 
President of the United States, who receives and 
entertains all foreign ministers, members of Con- 
gress and oiher officers of Government, and distin- 
guished citizens from every part of the Republic, 
and whose expenses exceed those of collectors and 
postmasters ax far as the dignity of his sta- 
tion and the intellectual and moral qualities 
which he ought to possess to fill it rank above 
theirs. We see official perquisites placing the offi- 
cers of this Republic on a footing with those who, 
by the grinding execticns of despotism, enrich them- 
selves by forced contributions from an impoverished 
and enslaved people. Arbitrary edicts and brute 
force strip the people, to pamper their masters in 
the rotten establishments of the Old World; but 
with us we tolerate and encourage the officer to 
make merchandise cfhis office, and io sell favors to 
those who must of necessity transact business with 
him. There is in these enormous perquisites no 
one redeeming quality—no sing’e good, even to 
those who receive the money, and ten thousand 
evils which threaten destruction to our institutions, 
While it is no blessing to any one to tTeceive more 
than he deserves, it is a real calamity to those who 
pay it. It tempts the one to enter into luxurious 
induigencies and waste of tive, which too often 
terminate in destruction of character, whilst those 
from whom the money is taken are therzby de- 
prived of so much that might be applied to satisfy 
their reasonable wants, 

But, sir, there sre reasons to fear that a portion 
of these large profits are withdrawn from the ofii- 
cer by political coercion, to be used for party pur- 
poses in controlling elections. The committee of 
investigation in the Swartwont cave ascertained the 
fact that the officers in the New York custom-house 


were compelled to contribute a part of their sala- 
ries, under pain of dismissal, for electioneering 
purposes. Now, if party impudence and proscrip- 
tion did not hesitate to force from a petty clerk a 
contribution of ten or twenty dollars, may they not 
say to the collector, you must give all the profits of 
warehouse rents, or the whole of the emoluments 
arising from seizures, to the party fund, or be dismis- 
sed frora cice? May they not say to the pesimaster, 
yeu must give the half or the whole of the box 
rents, and on doing that you may retain the profits 
arising from your brarch post office, and if you 
hesitate you must walk out of office and give place 
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o some one who will do it? In this way thousands 
upon thourands may be collected for party pur- 
poses, and I apprehend have bren cvilected. Well, 
sir, how is the money spent which is thus forced 
from the officer-holder, aud which be is tolerated in 
filching from the people? I cannot pesitively an- 
swer; because the accounts of its cutlay are never 
published. ‘Phat is a party secret, veiled from the 
scrutiny of the pesple by an impenetrable mantle. 
I apprehend that there expenditures love darkness 
rather than light, because all their tendencies are 
evil. From the very fact that they are concealed, 
I suspect that their disclosure would astound the 
nation, Although we eansct see, we may imagine 
what is going on; and as there are a good many 
Yankees around and about ma, I will venture a few 
guesses as lo the manner in which this ‘secret ser- 
vice money” is applied. 

_ I guess a portion of itis applied to purchasing 
wines and suppers to regale party leaders during 
their nocturnal deliberations. 

I guess a portion of it goes to pay political drill 
serzeants for their services in running from post to 
post, in drumming up the people, in making stump 
speeches, and in disiributing circulars and cocu- 
menis. 

I guess a portion of it goes to pay for gingerbread 
and liquor, and in some cases direct bribery. Here 
isso much for your vote. Give ihe vote and take 
the money. ; 

I guess a good deal of it goes to pay the printer. 
And then the character of the publications which 
he feraishes for the money !—ere they true cr 
false?’ No matter which; how they will operate 
upon the election is the only inquiry. Is the can- 
didate slandered—are praiseworthy actions misre- 
presented, and a life of purity assailed by every 
species of detraction—-who cares for it among the 
throsg of rabid partisans? Sach means are only 
intended to accomplish some ulterior object of vast 
magnitude. hat the “end justifies the means” 
has ever been the principal! doctrine of unprinci- 
pled politicians and hypocritical zealots. Itis ne- 
cessary for party purposes to convert vice into 
virtue; ignoranse into knowledge; a sneaking sel- 
fishness into open manly generosity; the grin of a 
villain into the benevolent smile of an honest msn; 
the vulgarity of a blackguard into the manners ofa 
gentleman; the thing is done through the instru- 
mentality of a corrupt press, pat in motion by 
party contributions, by actual payments, or pro- 
mises of reward, 

Such are the purposes, the infamous purposes, 
in my judgment, to which political contributions 
are too often applied, and for which I verily be- 
lieve that money has been forced from cfiice hold- 
ers by threais of removal. Wo patriot, with my 
convictions, can contemplate such a state of things, 
without the mast gloomy forebodings. Is there any 
remedy but to redace the emoluments of office; but 
to briag down salaries to that amount which will 
support an econom:eal mean and his family, and 
allow him to lay up something for old age? Is it 
not better to encourage economical habits, and 
even to foree office holders to economize uncer 
moderate salaries, nto slimaiate them to every 
species of piodigalliy, by g ei : 
shape of perqnisites, from twenty fo thirty thove 
sand dollars, ay, even more than ihat, per annum? 
It has been twanty-six years since i commenced 
the practice of Jaw. E have met wiih a success 
which salisfiss me, and yet, after laboring at the 
bar, and on the bench for more than a third of the 
days vnawaliy allotted to man, 1 kave not been 
able to Jay up for the evening of my hfe as much 
as some of these office holders can save in cne OF 
two years. I think {may say, wihout boasting, 
that I have th? capacity to make a pretty good post- 
master or marshal. ‘Their labors are not more 
irksome then mine. 1 sve no reason why they 
should become rich and independent in the goods 
and chattels of this world ina year or two, while 
with me it is a life-time business. I desire the 
prosperity of all men. I desire to sce all above 
want. Bat I Rave no idea of legislating men into 
principalities by a sort of poltical legerdemain. 

Bat some gentiemen contend that this is nof the 
proper time; that we cannot act deliberately jast as 
the session is about to-close, and therefore we ought 
to put it of until a more convenient season; and 


ating them, in the. 


have joined the 


some of those why bold these opinions have here- 
tofore, as Whigs, cried a'cud for retrenchment and 
reform, They have even goneso far as to re- 
proach the dommant party, who now seem to be 
willing io co operate in ihe work of reform, with 
their new-bora zeal, and with their failure during 
the jast twelve years to apply the pruning knife in 
clearing the tree of suckers and redundancies. 
The: Whigs proclaim their determination to cor- 
rect abuses when a new Congress assembles under 
the ausp ces of General Harrison. Now, sir, I 
think that the party in power are highly censnrable 
for omitting to reJuce exorbitant compensation and 
tes of tbeir friends Taejr failure to bring 
down their friemis to a reasonable standard. and 
their willingness to reduce just as soon as they Jose 
power, and anew setof men are probably to occu- 
py their places, presenta very striking contrast to 
the people. It proves what Ihave always said, 
thatthe last twelve years will live in history as the 
period during which the principle of seifish- 
ness controlled the political actions of men to 
an alarming extent. All measures cf Execu- 
tive policy have been adopted, recommended, 
and pushed along mainly for the purpose of 
making fortunes for combinations of men: and 
hence both Houses of Congress could never be 
brought to co-operate in reducing salaries and cor- 
recting abuser. If a direct vote upon yeas and 
nays could at any time Le had in this House dur- 
ing the last twelve years, I admit that a majority 
would probably be found in favor of correcting 
any palpable abuse. Members, responsible as they 
are to the peopie, and dependent once in two years 
upon them for the seats they occupy, are constrained 
to pay some tespect to the will of their constituents. 
This constitutional dependence upon the p-ople is 
the great conservative principle of representative 
Democracy, and, without it, ihe spirit of plander 
and the aspirations of ambition would obtain the 
ascendancy over justice and patriotism, pail down 
our institutions, and upon their ruins build up go- 
vernment: like those in the Old world, where the 
many are fleeced and robbed, by law, ror the bene- 
fit of the few. The difficulty consists in getting a 
direct vote, under the many evasions which may 
be resorted to. When this House was constrained, 
years ago, to adopt my proposition to cure the 
abuse growing out of box-rents, the Senate, further 
removed from the pecple, and composed of a ma- 
jority of expungers, who allowed no barrier te ar- 
rest them, failed to concur. Bat does it become 
the Whigs of this House—those who for years have 
been clamarcus-for the correction of abuses—now, 
when their adversaries are giving in and manifest- 
ing a willingness to ce-operate, to advocate post- 
ponement ustila “acre convenient season?” Sir, 
in view of ‘be wolfish appetite to feast on the flock, 
the avaricious yearning for the “spoils,” which 
seemed to azinete the dominant political combina- 
tions that held the effices and wielded the patronage 
of Government wader Jnckson’s reign of terror, I 
said, in a speech delivered soma years ago, that the 
“sop party? was the only true and appropriate 
cognomen for such a set. [now say, that those 
clamorou: Waigs, who kave eried aloud until the 
pe ave pccame convinced of the necessity of 
a change, and have made it, and who may now fill 
the offices, either themselves or with their friends, 
which were heretofore held by their opponents, 
der every consideraticn of conzistency, of 
i of bonor, to act uo fo thei professed 
nd all who do not, I denounce to be, in 
ing, sop party men. Such men may 
great Whig church, but never have 
been regencra‘ed by a tras Whig spit What! 
shail it be said, to our disgrace, that we g-t up a 
whirlwind lo sweep extravagance from the face of 
the earth, when our polideal adversaries enjoyed 
the prefs, bu', jast as soon as we saw a chance for 
onrselveg, our tornado was hushed to a géntle lal- 
lab:? : 

But genilemea cannot deliberate; there is not 
time for it now, at this late period of the session: 
What deliberation and time are required to enable 
members to decide upon the propriety of limiting 
the profits ef a collector, postmaster, attorney, and 
` marshal, to five or six thossand dollars per ananra? 
Your Vice President gets five thousand dollars; 
your heads of Departments get six thousand del- 
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lars. Now, sir, it seems to me that a member of 
Congress who wants time to deliberate whether he 
ought to reduce a postmastee’s salary to an. equa- 
lity with that of the Vice President, thinks too slow, 
for the people, and that thep will be very apt to.de- 
cide, in their deliberations, to leave him at home, 
to ponder over his private affairs at leisure. 
too plain a case torequire a moment’s hesitation. 
There are yet untold evils growing out of. these 
enormous perquisites. . They are the foundation of 
all the clamor about rotation in office. Who cares 
to remove a man from office who is doing his du- 
ty, when the profits of the office barely afford him 
subsistence and clothing? In sucha case, every 
body unites in praying the starving incumbent to 
ho.d on, for the sake of the dear people, that their 
business may be tightly performed. But let the 
profits of the office be such that the incumbent is 
growiag rich, and how is it then? Why, sir, rota- 


‘tion is then preached and clamorously contended 


for. Some one wants his place, not because he 
can discharge its duties more beneficially to the 
public, bat because he wanis the money that the 
situation would afford him. And he goes to work, 
too often by meanand despicable intrigues, to sup- 
plant the unsuspecting incumbent who sedulously 
applies himself to the performance of duty... The 
Executive, the removing power, is besieged. Flat- 
tery doesits work to conciliate favor. Calumny 
does its work to prostrate the victim, And at last 
the President, being deluded, or “feeling power 
and forgetting right,” removes and sacrifices an 
honest man to provide for a knave. Bring down 
the emoluments of office, and it will go far to break 
up the “system of rewards and punishments for 
Opinion’s sake” which has disgraced our political 
code. B ing down'the emoluments of office, and it 
will tend more than any other thing to break up 
party rancor and bitterness of feeling, which en- 
gender personal hostilities and conflicts among re- 
lations and neighbors, and. destroy the courtesies 
and charities which should adorn and bless sc- 
ciety. i 

By adopting the amendments which have been 
prepared, and will be proposed to this bill, you will 
save money to the Treasury, and that is a conside- 
ration which ought not to be overlooked in the pre- 
sent condition of our revenue. I shail not follow 
the example set by others, and go into the diseus- 
sion of the policy of direct taxes, a protective ta. — 
riff, and all those subjects which Ihave frequently 
thought my Southern friends were too apt to bring 
into every debate, and which have been already. 
discussed under this biil; but I deer this a fit ocea- 
sion to say that I have no faith in the estimate pre- 
sen ed by the Secretary of the Treasury. I have no 
hope that the revenue from the customs will 
amount to $19,000,000 for the present year. In es- 
timating the sum which may be brought into the 
Treasury from this source, the amount of duties 
imposed, and the quantity of goods likely to be im- 
ported and retained for consumption, constitute the 
basis upon which our calculations must rest. The 
following table exhibits the facts in.a condensed 
view, from which our deductions and conclusions 
mut be drawn. 

TABLE a 

Compiled from Official Reports, showing Imports and Reve- 


nue from customs during the last four years. 
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Norg.—In constructing the preceding table, the merchan- 
dise re-exported has been deducted from the aggregateimpor- 
tations, so that the merchandise left for home consumption only 
js exhibited, the revenue being raised, except to a trifling 
amount, on goods consumed. ‘Phe commercial year‘terminate? 
onthe 30 h of September, the fiscal year oñ the 31st December; 
but this will make no difference in relation to the question of 
revere likely to be derived from customs in 1841, and which 

` is the only question intended to be illustrated by the tablé..- The 
revenue from customs for the three first quarters of the year 
184 Lamounted to $10,690,884; the revenue of the last quarter, 
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not precisely ascertained when the last Treasury report was 
printed. might probably raise the amount for the year to thir- 
teen millions. 1 have had accessto no Treasury report which 
enables me to classify the importations of 1840, so as to show 
the-amounts paying. specific and ad valorem duties. 

There: has been no diminution of duties under 
the Compromise Act of 1833, since the 31st of De- 
cember, 1839, and no further diminution of duties 
under that act will take place until the 31st Decem- 
ber, 1841... It will ke seen from the table that the 
aggregate of importations for the years 1837 and 
1838 does not equal that of the years 1839 and 
1840.. ‘The amount imported ın 1840 was much 
less than that of any other year of the series. The 
very large importations of 1835 and 1836 had no 
doubt much influence in diminishing the imports of 
the two succeeding years, and so will the heavy 
importations of 1839 operate upon the trade and 
imports of the present year. But there is another 
cause which, in my judgment, will have a still 
more potent effect, and that is, the recent suspen- 
sion of the Philadelphia banks and the yet deranged 
state of the currency and the exchanges of the 
country. These things operate as heavy clogs 
upon commercial business, producing distrust and 
want of confidence, and a consequent diminution 
of importations, But suppose the importations of 
the present. year for home consumption should 
equal the average of the last four, say one hundred 
and thirteen millions, still the duties collected on 
that amount, supposing the dutiable part only to 
equal that of former years, will fall short of the 
Secretary’s estimate, in consequence of the reduc- 
tion of duty which took effect on the 31st Decem- 
ber, 1839. Besides, the fact that another reduc- 
tion of duty under the Compromise Act takes 
place on the 31st Decemter next, will tend greatly 
to diminish the importation of dutiable goods to- 
wards the close of the year. These causes com- 
bined will render the revenue of the year insuffi- 
cient to meet the charges upon the Treasury, and 

` appeal to us to save every dollar which can be 
saved by economical, not parsimonious legislation. 

While on this subject, I shall take the liberty of 
saying, although it may have no direct connection 
with the bill, that in any future adjustment of the 
tariff I trust tbat the manufacturing interests will 
not be prostrated. There is an incidental protec- 
tion which can and ought to be extended to them, 
and which, instead of being hostile to, is promotive 
of, the great interests of agriculture. I am, more- 
over, of opinion that a duty of 20 per cent, ad va- 
lorem on the home valuation of foreign merchan- 
dise is ample t» afford all the protection which 
should be granted, and that those manufactures 
which cannot succeed with that advantage ought to 
be abandoned. It isa fact worthy of consideration, 
that there were cloths, cassimeres, blankets, and 
cotton goods imported from England and France 
during the year ending on the 30h September, 
1839, amounting in value to $19,029,962, being 
nearly equal to one-fourih of the value of all im- 
ported merchandise paying duties. The New Eng- 
land States supply themselves with these arti- 
eles mostly from their own manufactories, and 
therefore pay but little of the duty on these 
nineteen millions. It would seem to fellow, 
that raising revenue by a tarff tends to 
exempt manufactures from taxation, and to 
throw the burden of sustaining the Government 
upon the agricultural and other classes. The only 
compensation which these classes obtain for this 
unequal operation of the tariff is to be found in the 
erection of a home market and a greater degree of 
national independence. In this way they are fully 
remunerated, when the incidental protection which 
a moderate tariff affords allows an active competi- 
tion between foreign and domestic articles of the 
same kind in our’ own markets, A lariff high 
enough to exclude foreign articles would operate 
as an enormous bounty to doinestic manufactures, 
inflicting injury upon the consumer without secur- 
ing any equivalent benefit; and a tariff so low as to 
destroy our existing manufactories would bring 
wretchedness to thousands, break up a valuable 
doméstic market, and inflict a wound upon our ng- 
tional independence, I trust that the wisdom of 
the country may observe that happy medium, at a 
proper time, which will do justice to all. That 
time has not yet come. 

Mr. Chaigman, I must now beg leave of th* 
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committee to imitate the example of others, and 
wander from the subject immediately before us. I 
feel that the time is at hand when I shoald make 
and publish my last political and testament. I shall 
designate no executor. The people, if they please, 
may appoint an administrator, with the will an- 
nexed, in after times. They will do it, when con- 
vinced that their safety and happiness require it. 
If they are never convinced—if the legacies I shall 
bequeatn are deemed of too litlle value to take 
Froper steps to secure them—why, sir, then let my 
principles and my efforts pass into the “receptacle 
of things forgotten on earth.” 

The very thıng which I ask leave to do, in imi- 
tation of others, isa crying national evil. Imean 
the practice of talking on this floor day after day, 
week after week, upon matters and things in gene- 
ral; things having no sort of connection with the 
business immediately before us. The debates of 
this House usually take so wide a range, and so 
often turn upon subjects impertinent to the busi- 
nessin hand, that when we are wearied and dit- 
gusted, we put an end to interminable wrangles by 
adopting resolutions to take bills out of committee, 
and call the previous question just as soon as we 
getthem before the House. The consequence is, 
that the merits of the pending question have not 
been towched, and members are constrained to vote 
with no more information in relation to the real 
question than if there had been no discussion at all. 
The bill now before us appropriates money to pay 
the officers of Government, and .to provide means 
to enable them to discharge their funct ons. It would 
seem that the evils of a high or a low tariff; the 
blessings of direct taxes; the distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the lands; the merits of the com- 
ing Administration, or of the man who may succeed 
General Harrison; the gullibility or corruplibility 
of the people; whether their votes had been influ- 
enced by deception or British gold; &c. &c. had 
very little todo with it, if not absolutely out of or- 
der! And yet we have listened for days, and at 
limes with great apparent interest to the speeches 
made upon these irrelevant topics. Let a member 
rise to propose an amendment to this bill limiting 
the emolumen's of office, and immediately “I ob- 
ject” is heard, and the Chair is called on to pro- 
nounce the member and his amendment out of or- 
der. But let him rise to “define his position,” or to 
define the position cf some one else; let him only 
possess malice enough and talent enough to render 
any one odious, or to affect his popularity by ca- 
lurmnious satire; or, if without talent, he uses the 
coarse rasp of blackguardism, notwiths anding we 
may hear cries of “order,” “order,” I have rarely, 
I believe never, known him fail to get out all he 
intended, and never yet have I known any one 
punished; no, not even for assaults and batteries 
which arrest our deliberations. Why is it that we 
adhere to order, and thereby reject a valuable 
amendment which no one dares to oppose upon 
principle, and tolerate the greatest disurder, cor- 
sidering the character of our debates irrelevan- 
What good has ihe conntry 
derived, or can it derive, from legislation thus con- 
dusted? Sir, you may find the proper answer by 
locking into the pamphlet of eighty-five pages, eon- 
taining all your public acts of the last session. We 
were here from the 24 of December to the 21st of 
July inclusive, and during that time we passed 
seventy acts and one resolution of a private, and 
thirty acts and five resolutions of a public nature, 
The private acts gave rise to very little discussion, 
and the same remark may be made with truth in 
regard to the most of the public acts. F will pre- 
sent an epitome of their contents, that my constitu- 
ents and the people of the whole nation may see 
how we spent our time, and what was done. There 
were seven general appropriation bilis, anda par- 
tial one to provide for ourselves. The latter was 
passed without a moment’s discussion, and ap- 
proved on the 8th of January. The general acts 
made provision for pensioners, for civil and diplo- 
matic officers and cbjec's, for the military academy, 
for the army, for the navy, for fortifications, and 
for the Indian department. These bills, according 
to the rules of our House, should contain no appro- 
priations excep! such as are sanctioned or re- 
quired by pre-existing laws; and it would seem 
that, if- so limited and confined, it would consume 
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very little time to act on and pass them. If a 
prior law required the appropriation, no member 
who regarded the faith and honor of the country 
would refuse to vote for it, and there would be 
no occasion for long speeches. Amendments to 
limit an appropriation, or to curtail it pros- 
pectively, might give rise to considerable debate; 
but even then, not much time would be consumed 
if all the extraneous matier was cautiously ex. 
cluded from the debate. But, instead of obsery- 
ing this very obvious and proper course, the prac- 
tice has been to waste time in Committee of the 
Whole, upon an apprepriation bill, by speaking 
about every thing that the mind and heart of man 
can conceive of. Phe twenty-two public acts of 
last session, in addition to the eight appropria- 
tion acts, were: 1, to amend the act for taking 
the census; 2, to continue the cffice of Commis- 
sioner uf Pensions; 3, to authorize the re-issue of 
Treasury notes; 4, to make regulations in respect 
to the registry of vessels engaged in the whale 
fishery; 5, to alter? the time of holding certain 
courts; 6, to revive and continue in force the act 
allowing soldiers to surrender their bounty lands 
and to locate other landsin lieu thereof; 7, to ex- 
tend for a longer period the acts for the relief of 
insolvent debtor’; 8, to give names to {wo ports, 
to wit, Sippican and Mattapoisett, (very good In- 
dian names;) 9, to continue in force the act of 
1838, granting pre-emptions until 22d of June, 
1842; 10, to execute the convention between the 
United States and Mexico; 11, to authorize regis- 
tersand receivers to administer oaths; 12, to dis- 
continue the office of Surveyor General when there 
are no Jonger Jands to survey, and to abolish land 
offices when the unsold lands in the district are 
less than 100 000 acres; 13, to place the prizoners 
of the United States confined in Providence, Rhode 
Island, upon the same footing with prisoners com- 
mitted by State authority; 14; to allow the pay- 
ment of arrears of pensions to executors and ad- 
ministrators when there is no widow; 15, to esta- 
bilish the Sub-Treasury system; 16, to fix the 
times of holding certain courts; 17, to provide for 
holding special terms of court, when the judges 
do not attend at the cemmencement of the term 
preseribed by law, er when the judges think prc- 
per to hold special terms, and to declare that judg- 
ments and decrees of the federal courts shall cease 
to be liens on realestate in the same manner, and 
at like periods, with judgments and decrees of 
State ccurts;_18, to remove a land office from one 
place to anofher; 19, to provide that jurors in the ; 
federal courts shall possess the like qualifications 
and be entitled to the like exemptions as jurors at 
the highest State cowt; 20, fo regulate the ship- 
ment and discharge of se men, and the duties of 
consuls, 21, to add a tract cf country to the Coosa 
land district; 22, to provide for the survey and ex- 
ploration of the Northeastern boundary. Exeln- 
sive cf the debates on the appropriation bills, and 
the bill fer the establishment of the Sub-Preasury, 
there was not cone week eonsomed in debating all 
ihe other publie acts. ‘The resolution relative to 
the presents from the manm of Museat occa- 
sioned some debate. Fhe other four resolutions 
were disposed of in less than as many hours. 
The members of Siate Legisiaturcs, who convene 
asually when we do, and adjourn often in Februa- 
ry, and seldem later than March, and who, in the 
course of a few months, pass hundreds of bills of 
as much Importance to individuals, and the com- 
munity upon which they operate, as our acts, will 
be amazed by contrasting their legislation with 
ours, 

Why is tt that we do comparatively nothing? It 
is because we are too numerous. We are in each 
other’s way. Those who know how to act, and 
are willing to act, are hindered in the despatch of 
business by those who think of little else than the 
“spoils,” and who have converted this body into an 
electioneering conclave, in which the question of 
the succession rides over all others, to ibe neglect 
of every thing elce. This is the secret spring 
whence flow the endless deba‘es to accomplish the 
elevation or overthrow of men—to make and un- 
ronke Presidents—with a view to secure fat offices 
for ourselves and friends. This is the reason that 
on the days set apart for the consideration of pri- 
vate bills it is almost impossible to obtain a quo- 
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rum. Why, sir, the yeas and nays were taken last 
session fifty-one times upon calls of the House with 
a view to secure the a'tendance of absent members 
and twenty-five calls were ordered without yeas 
and nays, making seventy-six in all. The calls of 
the House will average at least one hour. Wedo 
not sit in the House more than four hoursa day 
on an average during the session. It follows that 
we lost nineteen days last session in efforts to 
compel the attendance of members, and very often 


have I known the House to adjourn for want of a | 


quorum at an early hour, on private bill day, with- 
ont an effort to secure the attendance of the absen- 
tees. Perhaps some member might eall for the yeas 
and nays on the adjournment, and thus spend half 


an hour more most uselessly, The yeas aad nays | 


were taken one hundred and twenty-four times last 


sessicn on questions of adjournment, thus producing | 


a loss of more than fifteen days of aur time. Thir- 
ty-four days lost during one session in calling the 
yeas and nays, witha view to compel members to 
at'end to their business! Let the nation think of it. 

Two things will correct, to a great exient, these 
time wasting evils. 
not to present such strong tempiations to. human 
passions: and, secondly, reduce the number of this 
body to double that of the Senate, and then by a 
constitutional provision limit it.. There are now 
two hundred and forty-two members of this House, 
each anxious to convince his constituents, by 
speaking, that he is worthy of the trust reposed; and 
many are equally anxious to convince the Presi- 
dent is, or is to be, that he is, to a great extent, in- 
debted to them for his elevation. And there are 
not a few, each of whom is rabidly anxious to con- 
vince the people that he would make as good, if 
not a beiter President than even the Father of his 
Country. Oniy conceive, sir, of the ten thousand 
schemes of personal ambition or pecuniary profit, 
which, in the nature of man, are constantly cpe- 
rating upon an assembly like this, and our wonder 
must cease that there should be twenty up at a 
time, crying “Mr. Speaker,” to the extent of their 
lungs, with a view to obtain the floor, Avd then, 
sir, the member who succeeds, app-chensive that 
his time will never come again, is forced, by a sort 
of necessity, to do asI am now doing, wander 
from the subject, and speak of other matters 
which he may deem of vast importance. I have 
known the gentlemen here to consume days in de- 
livering a speech which, when printed, could be 
readin as many hours. A great proof this of their 
want of preparation, and want of a clear perception 
of the subject. And then, sir every cther member 
has an equal right, (and, from my ex-erience here, 
is very api to exercise it,) and thus the whole of a 
long session would be teo short to discuss any 
one question or magnitude. It is altégether a 
mistake to suppose that members are content to 
hear their ideas advanced by others. Every one 
must speak for himself, and hence the same thing 
is repeated over and over to the hundredth time. 
We must reform this course of procedure. If we 
do not, the Government will break to pieces from 
its utter incapacity to legislate. It will sink under 
the disgust and con'empt of an abused and tan‘a- 
lized people. 

I have looked into the last census, with a view to 
ascertain what was probable in reference to making 
this a business body, by reducing its numbers. A 
ratio of sixty thousand will leave to the great States 
of New York and Pennsylvania their present repre- 
sentation in number. But that ratio wonld increase 
the whole number of members to 249, and would 
aggravate the evil resulting from numbers. Undera 
ratio of sixty thousand, New Hampshire, Connec- 
ticat, Rhode Island, Vermont, Maryiaud, and Ten- 
‘nessee would each lose one member; South Carc- 
lina and Kentucky would each lose two members; 
North Carolina would lose three, and Virginia four. 
Under that ratio Louisiana would gain one mem- 
ber; Alabama, Mississippi, and Michigan would 
each gain iwo members, Missouri three, Indiana 
and Illinois four each, and Obio six. The other 
States would retain their present number of mem- 
bers. Ten States would lose members, eight would 
gain, and eight remain as they are. Now, I submit 
it to the American people whether it would not ad- 
vance the public interests in an eminent degree to 
faise the ratio so as to reduce the number of mem- 
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bers to just double the number of Senators. A 
Sreater blessing could not be conferred on this na- 
tion by the next Congress; and I should rejoice to 
see the people take up the subject, and pour in peii- 
tions and memorials from all quarters denarding 
this great reform. It is the interest of every cit:zen, 
politicians excepted, `that it should be made. It 
would save hundreds of thousands annually to the 
Treasury, and enable Congress to do the public 
basiness. 


The example of the British House of Commons 
and some of our State Legislatures where the popu- 
lar branch is very numerous, may be reterred to as 
worthy of imitation, No one will be deluded by 
the reference, if he will contrast the qualities to 
which members of Congress ure indebted for their 
election, with those of the members of the legisla- 
five assemblies alluded to. Popular manners and 
fine speaking talents are the principal ingredients 
to please the taste of the Republic. No State can 
fill its legislative balls with hundreds of accom- 
plished orators, although it may be able to send its 
quota here. A numerous State Legislature, of ne- 
cessity, must be composed of a majority who act 
rather than talk. Infuential friends and much 
money rule the elections of England. Ged forbid 
that money should possess a controlling infiuence 
over our elections; end yet there is great danger 
that we may be brought to it by corruption. Those 
who get here by talking at home, will not readily 
surrender their vocation; hence Congress has scores 
of O’Connells, busied in nothing bnt agitations, 
whilst the British Parliament has but one. 

Here we talk to acquire fame. Tiis not so much 
the case in Eagiand. If the House of Commons 
debated as we do, it woald be impossible io do any 
thing. The members of the Continental Congress, 
who declared independence and signed the ever- 
memorable declaration, were fifty-six in number. 
The articles of confederation, which first united the 
States into a sociai compact, were the achievement 
of forty-eight men. here were only thirty-nine 
members of the Convention which formed the Con- 
stitution of the Waited States. There were only 
sixty-five members ef the first House of Represent- 
atives, upon whom were devolved the duties of or- 
g:nizing the Government. ‘The number of Repre- 
sentatives fixed by the first apportionment under 
th: first census was 105, and unfortunately the 
number has been increased at each subsequent ap- 
portionment. The greatest events in our history 
have been the fraits of the labors of deliberative 
assemblies composed of jess than half our present 
numbers. I tremble fer the fate of my country, 
when I contemplaie the prospect of another war, 
and perhaps with our old enemy, and reflect that 


we shall be dependent upon a battalion of diseor- | 


dant councillors in this body to provide means for 
its conduct and issue. Toe inevitable inefficiency 
of large masses for any deliberative purpose, or for 
promptastion, will have a mig 
of war to strengihen the Executive arm of the Go- 
vernment. The plea of necessity will justify Ex- 
ecutive encreachments, and the people will submit, 
because they will see no other hone cf deliverance; 
and thus we may tacitly yield to the arbitrary acts 
of a dictator. Let n+ re ura to the examples set by 
our fathers, by reducing this body to the half of its 
present numbers. 


Mr. Chairman, I desire to make one remark 
upon the shbject of the di-triontion of the proceeds 
of the pubuclands. T shall notatiempt to answer 
the gentleman fiom Virginia [Mr. Wisg] and, 
and others who have opposed the distribution, a’- 
though I believe every they urged is susceptible of 
an easy refutation. What I desire to say is new to 
myown mind, and I merely wishto threw it out 
for consideration. If it has we'ght, and I think 
it has, it will produce its proper effect at the pro- 
per time, 


The Articles of Confederation were in full ope- 
ration at the time Virginia ceded her claim to the 
country between the Ohio and Mississippi rivers 
and the lakes, “for the use and benefit of such of 
the United States as have become, or shall become, 
members of the Confederation, Virginia inclusive, 
according to their usual respective proportions in 
the general charge and expenditure, and shall be 


ty tendency in time | 


faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that pur- 
pose, and forno other use or purpose whatever.”?. 
The language quoted is taken from the deed of 
cession. Now, sir, the Articles of Confederation. 
granted to the General Government very limited 
powers, compared with those conferred by the. Con- 
stitution of the United States. The Confederation: 
had no power to levy and collect tase, It was 
even limited in the amount of profit on postages to 
the expenses of the Post Office establishment. It 
could make requisitions on the several States, fe- 
qairing them to fill the common Treasury; but, if the 
States failed to comply, Congress had no power to 
coerce them. As, then, the States raised and far- 


| nished the money in their own modes, according’ 
| to the portions which they were required to pay; 


and as the Confederation had no authority to draw 
a dollar from the pceckets of the people, except 
through the action of the State Legislatures, I re- 
quest gentlemen to imagine a single case: Suppose 
the States, influenced by the prespectof war had 
placed in the common Treasury a sum suited to 
the emergency; suppose the lowering difficulty to 
pass away, so that the money was not needed; is 
there any thing in the Articles of Confederation 
which forbade the retura of the money to the States 
which furnished i? Would it not have been the 
daty of the Confederation, in such a case, to return 
the money? I believe every impartial, sound mind 
mast give an affirmative answer. Is there any dif- 
ference between the money coming from the sales 
of public land, and :hat supplied by the States un- 
der the Articles of Confederation? Can any one 
take a distinction, upon which the money drawn by 
State taxation from the people should go back into 
the Treasuries of the States, and yet the money 


: arising from the sales of lands must be retained? 


It is worthy of remark that the deed of cess 


. sion. by which the Confederation acquired the title 
: of Virginia, does not declare that the lands shall be 


disposed of for the use and benefit of the Confede- 
ration as a whole, and for the purposes of the Con- 
federation exclusively. On the contrary, it is “for 
the use and benefit of such of the United States as 
have or shall become members of the Confedera- 
tion;” evideotly implying that the proceeds might 
pe applied to State as well as Confederation puar- 
poses, and that the great object of the cession was . 
to allow cach State to participate in a common 
fund according to a prescribed rule, without limit- 
ing and restricting the particular manner in which 
the fund should: be used. The Confederation was 
made the trasiee of the fund; and, as such, there 
could be no more appropriate disposition of thë mo- 
ney than to hand it over to the cestui que trust. All 
this is, to my mind, perfectly clear, under the: Arti- 
cles of Confederation. Nor can T perceive how 
the subsequent adoption of the Constitution of, the 
United Siates changes the case. There may be 
some reason for saying that, as Congress, under the 
Constitution, derives supplies from its own system 
of taxation, and as the Government is one of li- 
mited powers, money cannot be raised or applied 
constitutionally to any other purposes except those 
expressly enumerated. But such reasons‘have no- 
thing to do with the question in regard to the pub- 
lic lands, and especially that portion of them ac: 
quired by cessions from the States. In regard to the 
public lands held under the purchases of Louisiana 
and Florida, there is no reason to suppose that it 
was designed to have a difference made in the mo- 
ney arising from their sale and that coming from 
the lands ceded by the States, I place the whole 
upon the same foo'iaz, and take the original posi- 
tion of the public domain, under the Articles of 
Confederaticn, as my guide. There is at. least as 
much constitutional warrant for placing the public 
lands of Louisiana and Florida upon the same ba- 
sis as those acquired from Virginia, as there was 
for the purchase and annexation of these Territo- 
ries to the United States. 

Some days ago, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Duncan} told us that, four years hence, the dead 
march, Old Roslin Castle, would be played at the 
funeral ceremonies of the Harrison administration, : 
and intimated that Whig principles would ever'af- ` 
ter be consigaed to oblivion. That gentleman’ ap- 
peared in a new character. I should never have’ 


-suspected him for a prophet, and. cannot. now pùt 


faith in his Lochiel warning, Sir, I would com- 
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mend to him and his party other consolation for 
their own defeat than presaging disasters to those 
who have vanquished them. Could he but say, 
“I fell in a just cause,” as we all know he loves 
poetry, he might have found consolation in the re- 
flection that 

“The sweet village maid, when with flowers she dresses 

Her dark-flowing hair on somie festival day, 

Shall think of? my “fate, till, neglecting her tresses, 

She mournfully turns from her mirror away.” 
But alas! I fear the gentleman has fallen in the 
cause which will not even secure him the sympathy 
of the log cabin lads and lasses, with whom, in 
days “Jang syne,” according to his own account, he 
drank new whiskey out of a gourd, and danced 
after music made upon three strings of a cracked 
fiddle. 

Sir, it has not been long since I dreaded the suc- 
cess of locofocoism. In my gloomiest moments 
faney painted the scenes of the French revolution, 
and located chem in this blessed land. The guillo- 
tine, streaming with human gore, rose like a horri- 
ble vision before me, and I saw fiends, in the ga b 
and semblance of men, seize the head of the female 
victim as it rolled from the block, raise it aloft by 
the hair, and before the brain had ceased its fanc- 
tions, whilst yet a glare of intellectual perception 
and horror shone fromthe eye and countenance, 
spit upon and strike with the fist-in the face, and 
shout "Hurrah for Liberty and Equality.” Such 
was the conduct of the demon Le Gross to the dis- 
severed head of the beautiful Charlotte Corde. If, 
in a gloomy moment like this, the wizard fr m 
Ohio bad told his tale, even then I would have said 
for every true Whig what the Highland chief de- 
clared for himself-—-he will fall 

“With his back to the field and his feet to the foe; 


And leaving in bate no blot on his name, 
Louk proudly to Heaven from the death-bed of fame,” 


Bat, sir, my days of doubt and dismay are ever. 
It may hereafter, as it has done, take a long time to 
enlighten the pubiic mind, but T seein the election 
of General Harrison a verification what the great 
statesman sad, “truth is oranipstent, and public 
justice eertain? All that a good cause wants is 
perseverance. ‘Biessed is he that holds outto the 
end.” Andif the Whig party will only execute 
their professed principles, reform abuses, walk 
humbly in the way ot doing good, eschew the mo- 
narchical and aristocratical principles practised by 
their adversaries, cease to follow their &XAMples, 
and remember that the main object of Government 
is not to collect taxes from the many to enrich the 
few, that the glory of a nation does not consist in 
the wealth and personal grandeur of office holders, 
batin the comfort and independence cf a numer- 
ous, hardy, and intelligent population-—in other 
words, let the Whigs renounce the doctrines of the 
“spoils system,” and their political power will con- 
tinue whilst the Alleghanies maintain their founda- 
lions, 

Let the Whigs give the nation a well regulated 
National Bank. Let them amend the Covsttution, 
and limit the eligibility of the President to one 
term; place tbe revenues of the country exclusive- 
Jy in the hands of the Represcutatives of the peo 
ple, under she management of a Secre‘ary of the 
Treasury chosen by them; make the Post OMe: D- 
partment wholly independent of the Executive; re- 
lieve inferior. Executive officers from the condition 
of slavery in which they are placed, and allow no 
arbitrary political punishments to be inflicted on 
those who faithfully and honestly discharge their 
offic'al duties; render members cf Congress ineli- 
gible to cffices in. the gift of the President for a 
limited time after their representative terms expite; 
give good but not extravagant salaries; let the elec- 
lion of President be national, and made directly by 


the peop'e, without the agency of electoral col- | 


leges; yes, sir, let the Whigs do the things they 
have promised, and they will, by sodoing, perpeti- 
ate their power and their principles, and secure 
blessing and praise from a prosperous and con- 
tented people. If they fail, political pledges are 
mere. mockerics; Republican Government, a 
bumbug; professions of honesty, the wick of a 
hypocrite; and our hopes of human liberty, the 
ignis fatuus of a benighted world—the phosptores- 
„cence which lures to destruction. 


SPEECH OF MR. GIDDINGS, 


OF OHIO, 


In the House of Representatives, February 9, 1841— 
On the proposition of Mr. THomrson, cf South 
Carolina, to appropriate “one hundred thousand 
dollars for the removal, subsistenee, and benefit 
of such of the Seminole Chiefs and warriors as 
may surrender for emigration,” 


Mr. Gippinas said he rose to congratulate the 
country upon the prospect of bringing this unhap- 
py war to aclose. fam, (said he,) however, in 
some degree incredulous as to its speedy termina- 
tion by the means proposed by the gentleman from 
South Caroiina, (Mr. THOMPSON.) 

While I would go as far as any member to 
bring this war to an immediate close, I think it 
important that we should carefally examine the 
causes that brought it on, the reasons of its repeated 
renewal and continuation, in order that we may be 
able to adopt such measures as will ensure perce 
at the earliest possible moment. I think the plan 
proposed is defective in one particular; and before 
Itake my seat, I intend to offeran amendment, 
which, in my opinion, will correct the omission. 

This war bas become a subject of deep interest 
to the people of the nation. It has contianed to oc- 
cupy the attention of the Government and the ef- 
forts of the army for more than five years. Our 
efficers aud soldiers bave fallen victims to the eli- 
mate, and to the hostile tribe with whom we have 
been contending. Near forty millions of the na- 
tional trea ure have been swallowed up in this 
most unfortunate contest. Tae atiention of our 
people has often been called to these facts; while 
few, very few, of them have been fally informed 
as to the original exciting cause of this war, or the 
manner in which ithas been renewed and con- 
ducted. Our army has been defeated, and I fear 
that our national honor has not remsined alto- 
gether untarnshed. “Rumor, with her thousand 
tongues,” has whispered of transactions which, if 
real, cught to be known; if not, these ramors should 
te foreversilenced. The able speech of the gentle- 
man from Vermont, over the way, [Mr. Evneerr,] 
in 1836, gave us some idea of the manner in which 


the Indians with whom we are now contending . 


were treated. Our own violations of the treaty 
with them, while we required a rigid observance on 
their partof all its terms, were clearly and abiy ex- 
pressed by him. [tis not my intention to review 
our treaties wih those Indians, or to speak of the 
manner in. which those treaties were effected, or of 
the great injustice done to the Indians, except where 
these subjects have manifestly conduced to the 
disastrous war now under discussion, It is, how- 
ever, my purpose to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the causes which led to these hostilities; 
to that policy «hich has involved us in tke vast 
sacrifice cf life and treasure, expended in Florida 
during the last five years, and to the effect which 
that policy has had upoa the rights and the inte- 
rests ut the free States. I also propose to examine. 
fora few minnies, the manner in whieh this war 
has been conducted, os well as the eff tae 
conduct of our high cflieers of Government mest 
bave upon the feelings of the people of ihe frre 


States, and upon the homar of cur nation, In do- 
ing this, Pintend fo test ibe constinutionality of 
that policy by those plain and fundamentil priseil- 


ples of our Go ment to which I think mas: all 
yield ascent. In claiming for my constituen:s and tie 
State which }, in part, bave the honor to represent, 
as well as for :he free States generally, the rights 
and privileges which I think belong to them, and 
which I think should be beld sacred by every of- 
ficer of Government, Ishall rely upon no prinsi- 
ple that has not been frequently asserted by the 
slave States, and by both o; the great political par- 
ties. Indeed, I intend to assert no principle bat 
such as will command the assent of every member 
en this foor. 

I have made these preliminary remarks in order 
that the committee may the better unders'and what 
i intend to say hereafter, and, having stated my 
premises, I will enter upon an investigation cf the 
canses which led to the Fiorida war. Before I do 
this, however, I will take occasion to say that the 
lands occupied by these Indians formed no induce- 


ment for us to enter upon this war. General Jesup ! 


says, ‘those lands would not pay for the medicines 


. used by our troops while employed against the In- 


dians.” The Seminole Indians, by the treaty en- 
tered into at Payne’s Landing, on the 9th May, A. 
D. 1832, agreed to emigrate west of the Mississippi 
upongertain conditions. I shall not inquire whe- 
ther those conditions were performed on our part, 
or whether the indians were or were not moraily 
bound to the observance of this stipulation. It is 
well known that they refused to emigrate, and that 
such refusal induced General Jackson to order the 
military force of the United States to Florida to 
compel them to emigrate. This attempted com- 
palsion brought on the hostililies which still con- 
tinue. The important question now proposed, and 
whieh I intend to answer, is, Why did they refuse 
to emigrate? The answer, however, may be found 
in Executive documents of the 24th Congress, at its 
first session, (House Document No. 271, p. 8,) in 
an official letter of Wiley Thompson, Indian agent, 
to Wm. P. Duval, Governor of Florida, dated 
January 1, 1834, nearly a year previous to the 
commencement of hostilities. Speaking of the un- 
willingness of the Indians ‘to emigrate, General 
Thompson says: “Phe principal causes which ope- 
rate to cherish this feeling hostile to emigration are, 
first, the fear that their reunion with the Creeks; 
which will subject them to the governmentand con- 
trol of the Creek national council, will be a sur- 
render of a large negro property, now held by those 
people, to the Creeks, as an antagonist claimant.” 

Thus, sir, we have official intelligence that the 
principal cause of the war was the fear of losing 
this “negro property,” And we are led to inquire 
into the history of these conflicting claims to the 
“negro property” between the Creeks and Semi- 
notes. 

In the letter above quoted, General Thompson, 
speaking further on the subject, says: “The Creek 
claim to negroes now in the possession of the Se- 
minoje Indians. which is supposed to be the first 
cause of hostility to the emigration of the latter 
tribe, grows out of the treaty of 1821 between the 
United States and the former.” We have now 
traced the original znd principal cause of this war, 
as given by use Indian agent, to the treaty of In- 
dian Spring, made on the 8th January, 1821. This 
is the official report of an aceredited officer of Go- 
vernment, who had long mingled in the councils of 
the Indians, and who was most familiar with their 
views, and whose word, I presame, was never 
doubted. I will now ask the attention of the com- 
mittee for a moment, while I relate some of the 
historical facts that brought about this treaty of 
1821. 

We are all aware that Indians frequently 
commit trespasses npon the property of their white 
neighbors. In 1802, Gorgress passed a law by 
which the people of Georgia received pay for all 
such trespasses commited subsequently by the 
Creek Indians from the public treasure, and the 
amount thus paid was retained from the annuites 
or other moneys dna the Indians. By the treaty of 
1621, an zitempt was made to obtain for the peo- 
sia pay for slaves who bad left their 
ad taken up their residence with the In- 
l or to 1802; and an agreement was obtained 
Hom them, coeseniing that the United States 
should pay to the people of Georgia the amount 
found due them for such losses prior to 1802, and 
retain the amount thus paid out of the money -due 
the Tadians for the lands sold to the United S'a‘es; 
provided the sum thus found due should not exceed 
$250,000. The indemnity sought for the slave- 
bolders of Georgia by this treaty was for losses 
sustained iwenty years prior to the treaty, and ex- 
tending back an indefinite period. 

Under this treaty the Creek Indians were com- 
pelled to pay for slaves that nad left their masters 
forty or fifty yéars prior to the date of the treaty. 
Nor were they compelled merely to pay for slaves 
that lived or had taken vp their residence with the 
Indians; bat they were charged for the value of the 
slave when shown to have left bis master without 
prcof ihat he was with the Indians, or had any €x- 
istence in their country. Ispeak upon the autho- 
rity of Mr. Wirt, Jate Attorney General, as ex- 
pressed in Executive Document No. 128, Ist ses- 
sion 20th Congress, Nor were those abuses unge- 
companied with others of equally flagrant charac- 
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ter. Mr. Wirt, in the same communication, as- 
sures the President that the price allowed fora 
slave was two or three times his real value. Yet, 
after paying for all the slaves that could be shown 
to have left their masters, at two or three times 
their real value, together with other property taken 
or destroyed by the Seminoles prior to 1802, it was 
found that the whole amounted to but $101,006, 
leaving in the hands of the Government $149,000 
belonging to the Indians. This money, however, 
was not returned to the Indians, but was retained 
by Government until 1834, when the owners of the 
fugitive slaves petitioned Congress that i: might be 
divided among them. ‘This petition was referred 
to the Committee on Indien Affairs, and the chair- 
man, an honorable member from Georgia, [Mr. 

GitmeEr ] reported in favor of dividing the money 

among the owners of the fugitive slaves as a com- 

pensation for the offspring which the slaves would 
have borne had they remained in bondage. Tais 
plan, which I think sets at perfect defiance all 

Yankee calculations, was rejected by Congress. 

But a bill was sub:equently introduced, providisg 

for a division of this money among the owners of 

those slaves by way of interest, in direct violation 
of the treaty, and notwithstanding they had pre- 
viously received two or three times the real value 

of their slaves; and this bill soon passed into a 

law. This was done in 1834. There slaves had 

most of them united with the Seminojes or rura- 
ways in the peninsula of Florida, and the Creeks, 

(from whom the Seminol s had formerly sepa- 

rated,) having paid to the people of Georgia two or 

three times the value of these slave, now claimed 
them as their properiy. The Creeks had mosily 
gone westof the Mississippi, and their agents were 
in Florida demanding these negroes of the Bemi- 
noles. ‘Th2 Seminoles, in the mean time, it is sa'd, 
a had intermarried with the negroes, and stood cona 
nected with them in all the relations ot d: mestie 
life. If they emigrated west, their wives and chil- 
dren. would be taken from them by the Creeks as 
slaves; if they remajned in Fiorida, they must de- 
fend themselves sgajnst the army of tse United 

Staies. With them, Sir, it was war on one side, 

and slavery on the otter. Thissta’e of things was 

entirely brought about by the -efforts of our Go- 
vernment to obtain pay,for the fugitive slaves of 

Georgia. Ñ è 

This interference of the Federal Governmentin 
behalf of slavery in Georgia appears to have brea 
the origin of all our Florida difficulties. 

(Mr. Warren, of Georgia, called Mr. Giopixss 
to order on the ground of irrelevancy. 

The Chairmen, Mr. Cuirrorp, of Maine, de- 
cided ihat the remari-s of Mr. Gippixas respecting 
the origin of the Florida war were in order; and 
Mr. G, proceeded. ] 

I think this interposition cf our Federal Govern- 
ment unconstitutional and improper, and will as- 
sign the reasons cf that opinion. 

(Mr. Hazersuam, of Georgia, called Mr. Gib- 
pings to order, and stated that the gentleman from 
Ohio had intimated his intention to offer an amend- 
ment to the propostiion before the Hoare, and was 
proceeding to make a speech pretty freely interlarced 
with abolition, while this committee were yet unin- 
formed as io the t-rms of the amendment he in- 
tended to offer. 

The Cuainman stated that the remarks of the 
gentleman from Obin had refereuce to the proposi- 
tion before the House, and were therefore in 
order. 

Mr. Hazersuam ‘desired 
ment.] 

Mr. Giopinas resumed. I arose, Mr. Chair- 
man, to discuss the Fiorida war, aud F intend do- 
ing go, and cannot be drawn off upon any collate- 
ral points, nor frizktened from it by the cry of Abo- 
lition. 

I will, however, say to the gentleman from Geor- 
gia, that I have not said, nor do I intend saying, 
one word upon the subject of Abolition, although s 
may perhaps touch upon the doctrine of State right 
and strict construction. 

I hold that if the slaves of Georgia or any other 
State leave their masters, the Federal Government 
has no constitutional authority to employ our army 
or navy for their recapture, or to apply the nation- 


to hear the amend- 


-al treasure to repurchase them. 


asul We possess no 
constitutional power to do either. If, however, gen- 
tlemen of the South, who holdtoa_ strict and rigid 
consiruction of that instrument, will point me io 
the clause of our Constitution containing such au- 
thority, I will cocfess my obligations to them. Such 
power would necessarily include the power to tax 
thé free States to an indefinite extent for the sup- 
port of slavery, and for arresting every fugitive 
siave who has fled from his master, within the 
several States «f this Union. Such power I deny 
most distinctly and emphatically. But, sir, we 
have as much right to do this directly as we have 
to do it indirecily. We have asmuch power to 
employ our army and navy in recapturing fugitive 
slaves, as we have to make a treaty with the In- 
dians to retake such fugitives, and then employ 
our army and navy to compel the Indiars to do it. 
We have as much power to tax the free States, 
and apply the money directly forthe purchase of 
fugitive slaves, as we have to tax them to carry 
on a war for the purpose of compelling the sarren- 
der of such slaves, cr even to apply the national 
treasure to the holding of such treaties. fn truth, 
sir, we have no power whatever over the subject 
cr institution of slavery within the several Siates 
of this Union. We have neither the power to sos- 
tain nor abolish it, to create or destroy it. I mean, 
sir, that we have no such nowers delegated to us for 
any perpose whatever. We have noi the power to 
sustain it in the Sou-b, or establishitia the North. 


IT know itis said, and repeated, and asserted, that |; 


a portion ef the people of the free States hold that | slaves in one Uerritory, and even in the Siates con- 


we have power io abolish slavery inthe States, I 
can only say that I have never met with any intel- 
ligent man who has advanced such doctrine in my 
For my own part, I believe we have as 


anz 


te 
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| much power to establish siavery in the free States 


as we have to abolish it intheslave States. I say 
nay nothing of the conssitntional power cf Con- 
gress over the slave trade between the Slates. Bat, 
Bir. Chairman, Iam not willing to beleve that any 
gentlemen on this fler will urge the right of taxing 
the freemen of the North for the holding in slavery 
the colored men at the South. 

I would not use those distinctions of North and 
Scuth, could I avcid tbem. Yet I think no apolo- 
gy is due from meon this point, as I have con- 
stantly heard them used, and repeated, and reite- 
rated by gentlemen from a certain portioa of the 
Unicn, during the three years I have had a seatin 
thi? hal.. 

Bat, sir, I wish further to look into this power, 
or raiher the want of power, in Congress over sla- 
very within the Sates of this Union. In Decem- 
ber, A. D. 1838, the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. ATHERTON] introduced to this House, a 
resolution expressing the sense of the House in re- 
gard to this power. 
~ [The Cusreman informed Mr. Gropixes that the 
disenssion of those resolutions would not be in or- 
der.] ; 

Thad, Mr. Chairman, no idea of discussing those 
resolutions. I merely refer to ene of them, as ex- 
pressing the views of the Nork and cf the 
on this spbject. lt spealrs the veice of ali the 
dred and nizety-cight members who voted fer it, 
reads as follows: “Resclved, That thie Government 
isa Government of limited powers; that, by the 
Constitution of the United States, it has no power 
whatever over the institution of slavery in the se- 
veral States of this Union.” This resolstion re- 
ceived the alacst unanimous support of this Honse. 
There were one hundred and ninety-eight votes in 
favor of it, and but six against it. F veted for it 
myself, because E deemed it correct. 
ber from the slave States voted for it. 


I shall be 


Every mem- | 


slow to suspeet that any of those gentlemen will į 


now change their position, and say that we have if 


power to sustain slavery; and thal, in voting for the 
resolution, they anly intended to say that we hase 
no power whatever over the subject to abolish it. I 
am aware, Mr. Chairman, that the Federal Govern- 
ment has al times interposed its influence to obtain 
for the citizens of slave States compensation for 
siaves taken by Indian tribes and by Great Britain. 
Bat this fact furnishes no argument against ihe po- 
sition Ihave assumed. The cases alluded to were 
merely the acts of the Executive, interposed, by 


common consent, without discussion or objection, 
for the purpose of obtaining from such tribe or 
Government a compeusation which we bave uni- 
formly refused when demanded of ourselves; for I 
believe it to be well understood that we have never, 
in any instance, paid the owner for the loss of-a 
slave, even when such slave was pressed into the ° 
public service, and killed while thus in the employ 
of Government. The Florida war, having its 
origin in atempis on the part of the Federal Go- 
vernment to sustain slavery in one of the States of 
this Union, is so far unconstitutional, and is directly 
opposed to the doctrine contained in the resolution 
above quoted, which received the unanimous supe 
port of the slave States. i 

And now, having calied the attention of the com- 
mitice to the remote and principal cause of this 
war, I will ask their attention to some of the more 
proximate and immediate causes. On the 21st of 
May, 1836, this House adopted a resolution calling 
upon the then President for “information respect- 
ing the causes of the Florida war.” On the 3d 
June, the President transmitted to the House sur- 
dry papers relating to that subject, among which 
may be found an address cr petition of nearly one 
hundred gentlemen, said to be among the principal 
ishabitants of Florida, calling on the President, to. 
interpose the power of the General Government for 
the purpose of securing them in the possession of 
their slaves. These gentlemen, speaking of the 
Semino‘e Indians, say: “While this indomitsble 
people coniiaue where they now are, the owners of 


iguauas, cannot for a moment, in any thing like se- 
curity, enjoy this kind of property.” 

This vas a piain, direct, and palpable request 
for the President to interposs the strong arm of the 
nation in behalf of siavery. Nor did the President 
remeis deaf to such reques'; but he immediately. 
endorsed an order on the back of the petition, di~- 
recting the Secretary of War to make inquiry, and 
if the charges were found true, “to direct the In- 
dians to prepare forthwith to remove west of the 


. Mississippi.” Soon after this, the treaty of Payne’s 


Landing, having remained nearly two yea!s un- 
noticed by the President, was sent te the Senate for 
their sanction; and every preparation was made to 
compel the Indians, by physical force, to remove 
west of the Mississippi. A correspondence was 
carried on with the officers of our army; and all 
the military force that could weli be brought to 
Florida wax concentrated there, for the purpose of 
compelling the Indians, at the point of the ba: onet, 
io emigrate. This was done without even laying 
the subject wre Congiess, or asking for any le- 
gislative action, cee 

Ji is not my intention to enlarge on this point, or 
to comment upon this very extraordinary interpo- 
sition of Exectitive influence in favor of slavery, 
without constitutional or legitimate sanction. Nei. 
ther have I time to comment upon the manner in 
which the treaty of Payne’s Landing was obtained 
from the Indians; nor upon the extraordinary terms 
of tbat treaty; nor upon the still more extraordina» 
ry method of enforcing the Indians to an observance 
of the eompaci by the use of the bayonet, withont 
consulting the legislative authority, in defiance of 
justice, and without precedent, But I desire to.ex- 
amine into the causes of this war, and discover 
how far it has had its origin in attempts by the Ex- 
ecutive to support and maintain slavery at the nas 
tional expense, and in violation of the rights of the 
free States. In doing this, shall speak from no 
vague conjecture uncertain suspicion; but what 
I say shali be “from the booh”—from documenta- 
ry evidence and official reports. 

The address to which I have called the attention 
of the committee estimates the number of negroes 
among the Seminole Icdians. at that time at more 
than five hundred; and they declare it as their be- 
lief that four-fifths of them are fugitive slaves. On 
the 20:h January, 1834, Gov. Duval,in a letter to 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, says: “The 
slaves belwaging to the Indians have a controlling 
influence over the minds of their masters, and are 
entirely opposed to any change of residence... Tt 
will be besi at once to adopt firm and decided mea- 
sures, such as will demonstrate to the Indians the 
determination of the Government to see. the treaty 
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justly and fairly executed. This cannot be done 
until the bands of outlaws (fugitive slaves) men- 
tioned jn the agent’s report are arrested and broken 
up; for, so longas they are permitted to remain, 
every Indian that is unwilling to émigrate will seek 
their“ protection.” No man, perhaps, possessed 
better knowledge of these facts than Governor Du- 
val, who assures us that the negroes controlled the 
Indians, and that the Indians sought the protection 
and support of the fugitive slaves. He Jurther as- 
sures us that nothing could be done while those fu- 
gitive slaves were permitted to remain in F orida. 
If-gentlemen wilt bear this advice in mind, they 
will better understand the policy that subsequently 
guided our army against the Indians. 

In a letter dated January 26, 1834, Gov. Duval 
says: “The slaves belonging to the Indians must be 
made to fear for themselves before they wiil cease 
to influence the minds of their masters.” You may 
be assured (says he) that the first step towards the 
emigration of these Indians must be the breaking 
upof the runaway slavesand outlaw Indians.” 
Thus we are informed that the war must be first 
waged against the fugitive slaves. Perhaps I ought 
to explain that slavery among the Indians is very 
different from what it is among: the whites. It is 
comparative independence. Hence the slaves of 
the Indians have a perfect horror of slavery among 
_ ths white people. Of course the fugitive slaves and 

the Indian slaves become intimate friends, and act 
in concert for the liberty of all. 

[Mr. Campsett of South Carolina called Mr. 
Gupp1nas to order, and stated that the member from 
Ohio was evidently asiailing indirectly an institu- 
tion which, by the rules of the House, was not lia- 
ble to be assailed. 

‘The Crainman said that the gentleman from 
Ohio had expressed his intention to discuss the 
Flerida war, and he had understood the remarks 
as having reference to that subject. The Cnam 
could not atinbute a different motive from that 
expressed by the gentleman himself. I am (said 
he) therefore consirained to say the gentleman from 
Ohio is in order.J 

Mr. Gippines resumed. I was not aware, Mr. 
Chairman, tha’ our rules protected from discussion 
any institution whatever. I will, however, assure 
the gentleman from South Carolina that I shall 
only al'ude to the subject of slavery so far as it 
stands connected with the Florida war. That, so 
far as it has been the means of drawing forty mil- 
lions of dollars from the public Treasury, and 
most of it from the free S:ates, I intend to assail 
it, and no further. Governor Duval says “these 
slaves must first be made to fear for themselves.” 
The war was first to be waged against Staves, for 
the reason that they influenced the minds of their 
masters in favor of liberty. In other words, the 
war mutt be directed against the right of a slave to 
express his mind to his Indian macfer on the sub. 
ject of human rights. Sir, these slaves were made 
to fear for themselves in pursuance of these iati- 
mations of Governor Dnva', as I wil! now endca- 
vor to show this committee. On the 28:h October, 
1834, General Thompson, in a letter addressed to 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, says: “There 
are many very likely negroes in this nation, (Semi- 
nole ) Some of the whites in the adjacent setile. 
ments menifesta restless desire to obtain them, 
and I have no doubt that Indian raived negroes are 
now in possession of the whites” Thus, sir, it 
seems that kidnapping was not unknown in that 
country. This same General Thompson, the ac- 
credited officer of this Government, on the 9h 
January, 1835, advises Government “chat an ex- 
pedition should le set on foot for the double per- 
pose of driving the Indians within their boundary, 
and to capture negroes, many of whom it is be- 
lieved are runaway slaves.” And, sir, our army 
was put in motion to capture negroes and slaves, 
as we shall find in the sequel. But I wish te call 
the attention of the committee for a few moments 
to the manner in which these slaves, in the words 
of Governor Daval,. were “made to fear for them- 
selves.” On the 28th July, 1835, John Walker, 
one of the Appalachiccla chiefs belonging to the 
Seminole band; wrote Gen, Thompson, Indian 
agent, as follows: ` 


“T ara (says he) induced to write you in consequence of the 
depredations making, and attempted to be made, upon my pro- 


perty, by a company of negro stealers, some of whom are 
from Columbus, Georgia, and have connected themselves with 
Brown and Douglass. I should like your advice how I am to 
act. I dislike to make any trouble or to have any difficulty 
with any of the white people. But if they ‘trespass upon my 
premises and my rights, I must defend myself in the best way 
Ican. If they do make this attempt-—and Ihave no doubt they 
will—they must bear the consequences. But is there no civil 
law to protect me? Are the free negroes and the negroes be- 
longing in this town to be stolen away publicly, and, in the face 
of ail law and justice, carried off and sold to fill the pockets of 
these worse than Jand pirates? Douglass and his company 
hired a man who hastwo lerge trained dogs for the purpose to 
come down and take Biiley. Heis from Mobile, and follows 
for a livelihcod catching runaway negroes.” 

This, sir, is the language of a savage, addressed 
to his civilized neighbors. He called in vain for 
protection. A few days after the date of this let- 
ter he was robbed of all his negroes; so says the 
report of the United States attorney, addressed to 
the Secretary of War, and dated April 21, 1836. 
But of the number of freemen kidzapped at the 
same time we are not informed. A: all events, 
“the slaves were made to fear for themselves,” as 
Governor Duval advised. Can we wonder that 
these Indians were driven to acts of desperation? 

Here, sir, is the first mention t have met of the 
use of “bioodhounds” ia this Florida war. They 
were used by “negro stealers,” for the purpose of 
catching the colored people of Fiorida, and our of- 
ficers have copied the example. But {intend giv- 
ing further examples cf the use of bloodhounds be- 
fcre I close. Ihave, however, no time for com- 
ment. My object is to place facts before the pee- 
ple of this nation, and let every man make his own 
comments, and draw his own conclusions. I will 
give one more example of the mode of “leaching 
slaves to fear for themselves.” E-con-chattimico 
was also an Indian chief of the Seminole band, 
living upon the Appalachicola river, and was per- 
haps one who signed the treaty at Camp Moultrie 
in 1832, by which we sslemnly pledged the faith 
of this nation to proteet the Indians in the enjoy- 
ment of theirt livessand property. This chief is 
said to have owned twenty slaves, valued at 
$15,000. These “negro stealers” were szen hover- 
ing around his plantation, and their object couid 
not be misunderstood. By the advice of the sub- 
agent, he armed himself and people for the pur- 
pose of defending themselves. When the negro 
stealers learned that E.con-chattimico’s people had 
armed themselves in defence of their liberty, (for 
they ccnsidered Indian slavery liberty compared 
with white slavery,) they raised a report that the 
Indians had armed themselves for the purpose of 
uniting with the hostile Seminoles, and murdering 
the white people. On learning this, E-con-chatu- 
mico at once delivered up his arms to the white 
people, and threw himself upon their protection. 
Disarmed, and unable to defend his people, they 
were immediately kidnapped, taken cH, and sold 
into interminable bondage, E-con- haitimico now 
calls on us to pay bim for the Joss he has susiained 
in the violation of our treaty, in which we solemn- 
ly covenanted to protect him and his property. 
Robbed, abused, insulted, and deceived, he emi- 
grated lo the West, and now looks to us for a re- 
dress of the wrongs he has sustained. I give the 
substance of his statement, as related by him in his 
petition, and communicated by General Thompson, 
Governor Duval, and the district attorney of Bast 
Fiorida, and sworn to by several witnesses. 

Bat, sir, this transaction and others equaily abu- 
sive were scon keown throughout Florida. The 
Icd'ans and negroes were thus admonished of the 
necessity of uniting their efforts and energies in de- 
fence of their liberty and lives. Governor Daval, 
speaking of this transaction in a letter to the Se- 
eretary of War, dated the 23i May, says “it was 
an oulrage weli caleniated to rouse the Indians to 
hostiliiy.” These are the actis that have led us on, 
step by step, until we have found ourselves in the 
midst of a most disastrous war. 

The men who committed these robberies, and 
kidnapped these negroes, were well known, for the 
acts were committed in open day; their names and 
places of residence are distinctly mentioned; but I 
have yet to learn thatany one of them has been 
punished in any manner for this warfare against 
the liberty of the blacks and the rights of the In- 
dians, Indeed, it seems to have been an object 
with some of the officers employed in Florida to 
induce Government itself to enter into the business 


of capturing and selling slaves. J. W. Harris, 
disbursing agent of Government, in a letter to the 
Commissary General of Subsistence, dated Decem- 
ber 30, 1836, says: “I would respectfully suggest 
that you recommend to the honorable Secretary cf 
War that the annuity due to the hostile Indians be 
retained to defray the expenses of this war; and 
that the slaves who shall be captured, whom I - be- 
lieve to-have been generally active instigators to 
our present tronbles, be sold at public sale, and the 
proceeds appropriated to the same object” This 
is the first ¢fficial proposition that has come to my 
knowledge for the Government to enter into com- 
petition with the “negro stealers,” by capturing 
and selling slaves. At the time this suggestion was 
made, we were engaged in open war with these 
people, who had songht liberty in the wilds of Flc- 
rida. If they were captured, they would be p:i- 
soners of war; and for us to sell them as slaves 
would be as much a violation of our national honor 
as it would have been for them to have sold as 
slaves such of our people as they were able to cap- 
ture. 

I may perhaps be permitted to remark that, 
among the people of the free States, nothing is re- 
garded with so much disgust and abhorrence as 
buying and selling of men, women, and children, 
and that this feeling iscommon among all classes 
and all political parties, 

Mr. Chairman, I have called the attention of the 
commitiee to what is officially announced as the 
first and principal canse of this war, and also to 
some of the proximate and immediate causes, I 
think no man can doubt that it originated in the- 
at'empts of the Executive to support slavery by 
the influence and efforts of our national Govern- 
ment in violation, as I think, of the Constitution 
and of the rights of the free States. I propose to 
investigate the subject a little further, and to exa- 
mine into the cause that led to its removal and 
continuance, 

On the 6:h day of March, 1837, General Jesup 
entered into a conventional arrangement with the 
Seminole Indians, by which it was agreed that hos- 
tililies should immediately cease; that the Indians 
should emigrate West of the Mississippi; that they 
should be secure in their lives and property; and 
“that negroes, their bona fide property,” should 
accompany them. By the terms of this compact 
nonezroes were included, except those who were 
called the “bona fide property” of the Indians, al- 
though Governor Duval, General Jesup, and the 
Indian agent, all unite in saying thatthe Indians 
were controlled by the blacks. These blacks com- 
prised both fugitive slaves and free people of color, 
who were connected with the Indians by marriage 
and consanguinity. The attempt to separate them 
appears to have been hopeless. 

Tne Indian who had married a fugitive slave 
and reared a family of children would not, in my 
opinion, quietly foid his arms and view his offspring 
and their mother marched off into interminable 
siavery, while he himself should go West. Nor 
do I believe that will ever be done. They are all 
the enemies of our country, fighting in arms 
against us. They have already cost us much treg- 
sure, and the b’ood of many freemen. If they 
will now surrender themselves ‘prisoners of war,” 
i would send them all West together. No person 
can doubt our perfect right to do so; and I 
think justice to the nation and to the Indians re- 
qaires it, and my amendment will be to that ef- 
fect, General Jesup’s attempt to separate them 
failed, and I believe all farther attempts of that 
kind will fail. 

This compact between General Jesup and the 
Indians bears date on the 6th March. On the 
18th of the same month, a solemn remonstrance 
against this arrangement was signed by a number 
of gentlemen of high standing in Florida, and 
transmitted to the Secretary of War. These gen- 
tlemen totally objected to any pacification that did 
not provide for the recapture of their fugitive 
slaves. ‘They objected to the Indians going West 
until they should take ard return to their owners 
the slaves who had escaped from their masters in 
Florida. The remonstrance may be found at 55th 
page of Executive document of the House of Re- 
presentatives, No. 225 of the 3d session of the 
25. Congress, Itis an interesting paper, but of 
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too great length for me toread at this iiime. It 
shows, in a most palpable light, the views enter- 
tained by those gentlemen in regard to the cause 
aid object of this war. Whatever others may 
have thought upon that subject, itis clear that they 
supposed the war to have been commenced and 
carried on for the purpose of aiding them in hold- 
ing their slaves; end they declare it incompatible 
with the honor and dignity of the nation to permit 
the Indians to emigrate until they shall bring the 
slaves back to their owners. I have no doubt 
they felt that they were correct in their views; nor 
do I believe they entertaiaed a doubt of the justice 
and propriety of taxing the free States to any ex- 
tent in support of slavery. There, was, how- 
ever, a cessation of hosiilitiés, notwithstanding 
these remonstrances. The Indians ceased for 
a time to plunder the defenceless families of 
Florida, to burn their cabins, and murder the 
defenceless women and children; but, sir, the fu- 
gilive slaves remained yet hidden in the swamps 
and everglad:s of that untraversed country. 
Peaca on such terms appears lo hzve been accepta- 
ble to the people of Fiorida. { will not speak the con- 
clusions of my own mind, however, on this subject, 
but will give you the words ofa high officer of Go- 
vernment who was on the spot, and who spoke 
from positive knowledge. I refer to Genera! Je- 
sup, who, in a letter dated 29:h March, 1837, and 
directed to Col. John Warren, speaking of the 
anxiety of the Indians to maintaia the peace agreed 
upon, says: “There is no disposition on the part of 
the great body of the Indians to renew hostilities; 
and they will, I am sure, faithfully fulfil their en- 
gagements if the inhabitants of the Territory be 
prudent. But any attemptto seize their negroes. or 
other property would be followed by an immediate 
resort to arms.” 

Thus we have the authority of General Jesup for 
saying that the Indians were anxious to maintain 
peace. That he was at the same time apprehen- 
sive that th» people would attempt to seize the 
Indian negroes. What reason Gen. Jesup had to 
suspect that the people of Fiorida would be oiher- 
wise than pruden!, or what reason he had to fear 
that they would seize the Indian negroes, { kaow 
not. He certainly exhibited fears upon the sub- 
jec’. For on the 5th April, being seven days sub- 
sequent to this letter to Col. Warren, we find that 
he issued a general order in the following words: 
“The Commanding General has reason to believe 
that the interference of unprincipled white men 
with the negro property of the Seminole Tadians, if 
not immediately checked, will prevent their emi- 
gration, and lead to a renewal of hostilities.’ The 
order goes on to prohibit any person not coanccted 
with the public service from entering upon the ler- 
ritory assigned to the Indians. In this order we 
have official intelligence that the whites did in tact 
interfere with the Indian slaves, or, in other words, 
they began to rob the Indians of their slaves aimost 
as soon as hostilities ceased. As to the outages 
committed upon the free blacks during the suspen- 
sion of hostilities we have no information ia this 
order, and are left to infer the course pursued to» 
wards them from the evidence I have previously 
given. If these people were sufficiently rapacious 
to rob the Indians of their negroes under such cir- 
cumstances, it is easy to form an opinion as to the 
safety of the free colored people found with the 
Tudians. How many of them, if any, were made 
slaves, we know not, On tse 18h Aprii, twelve 
days after the date of his letter to Col. Warren, 
Gen. Jesup wrote to Gov. Call, saying: “If the 
citizens of the Territory be prudent, the war may 
be considered at an end. But any atiemp! to inter- 
fere with the Indian negroes wonid cause an im- 
me liate resort to hostilities. The negroes control 
their masters, and they have beard of the act of 
your legislative council. Thirty or more of the 
Indian negro men were at and near my camp on 
the Withlacoochie late in March. Bat the arrival 
of wo or three cilizens of Florida, said to be in 
Search of negroes, caused them to disperse at 
ones, and I doubt whether they will come in agaia. 
At all events, the emigration will be delayed. a 
month, I apprehend, in consequence of the alarm 
of these negroes.”. 

-The embarrassment into which Gen. Jesup was 
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thrown is quite apparent, notwithstanding his order 
ofthe 5h Apri. The people were anxious to hunt 
for slaves. The negroes, it would seem, were un- 
der constant apprehension, and fled when a slave 
catcher came into their vicizity. Whether the 
Indian negroes had cause for that fear, we are 
unable to judge, except from the documents before 
us. Between the Indians and cur army, it appears, 
there was no difficulty whatever. But ihe difficulty 
appears to have been between the Indians and ne- 
groes on one side, and those who sought to rob the 
Indians and ensiave the blacks on the other. It is 
also quite evident that some of the people of Fle- 
rida were restless under the order of the 5th of 
April, prohibiting them from entering the Indian 
country. When intelligence respecting that order 
reached St, Augustine, it seems a public meeting 
was called and a committee appointed to procure 
its repeal, in order that the white people might enter 
the Indian country for the purpose of seizizg siaves. 

This committee, said to be composed of men of 
high standing, addressed a long ietter to General 
Jesup, in which they say, speskiog of the pecple 
of Florida: “ While they believe that the accom- 
plishment of a certain pacification must, as it 
ought, be an object of primary importance in these 
negotiations, they persuade themselves that the 
preservalion of the negro property belonging to the 
inhabitants of this desolated country must be seen 
by bim tobe an object of scarcely less moment.” 
It is a mest undeniable fact, borne out by every 
part of these official documents, that the peopie of 
Florida supposed that the great object of the 
war was to aid the slaveholders in capturing and 
recovering their slaves. This same protest goes 
to recount facts in regard to their slaves having 
run away, and finding a place of refuge in the In- 
dian country, and the concluding of an armistice by 
General Jesup, without getting their slaves back, 
and then the signers add: “Against such a course, 
a course so destructive of their righis and interesis, 
the citizens of St. Augustine and others, in public 
meeting assembled, for themselves and on behalf 
of the inhabitants of East Florida generally, do 
most solemnly protest.” This, sir, is the solemn 
protest of the citizens of Florida against any ces- 
sation of hostilities upon other terms than cf get- 
ting back theirsiaves, or rather of permitting them 
to enter the Indian ccuntry to obiain their slaves. 
The horror with which the negroes, both Indian 
slaves aad free blacks, regarded those who came 
within their territory for the purpose of catching 
slaves, is shown bythe letter of General Jesup 
just quoted; in which be states that thirty Indian 
negrces, and about his camp, at once ranaway 
when they heard that two men were there in quest 
of slaves. 

With these people the great, important, and ab- 
sorbing subject appears to have been slaves, not 
peace. Indeed, we have their solemn protest against 
extinguishing the flames of war, or sopping the 
torrent of blood which had so long flowed, until 
they should have their slaves secured to them. 
They were unwilling that the treasure of the na- 
tion should cease to be poured out until they should 
have their fellow-men brought back into bondage. 
But, sir, I should fatigue the committee teo much 
were I to refer to a tenth part of the documentary 
evidence which Ihave before me cn this subject, 
or to that part which goes to prove the attempts of 
our Government officers to get back the slaves who 
had escaped from their masters; or the manner in 
which that object entered into the plans of the 
Wear Department. Nor have I time to give any 
cousiderable portion of the evidence showing how 
this object of capturing slaves and supporting 
slavery, entered into the designs, and was carried 
out in the movements of the army. The time 
which may reasonably be claimed by me will on'y 
permit me to glance at the subject, and to lay be- 
fore this committee and the people of this nation a 


. small portion of the facts whieh I wish I were able 


to preseat to them. it will be sufficient in this 
place to remark. that, immediately after these pro- 
testalions against peace—these official communi- 
cations showing that ihe Indians kad no desire to 
renew the war, and that the only danger to be ap- 


prebended was the unlawful interference by the. 


people of Florida with the Indian negroes, the 


flames of war were. again lighted up; eur troops. 
were again put in motion; the Treasury of our 
nation was again piaced under ‘contribution; and 
the blood of defenceless women and helpless chil- 
dren again flowed, in order, as it appears, that 
slaveholders might recover their slaves. I speak, 
sir, from cfficial documentary evidence. © These 
facts, and those which I intend to- refer to, are on 
yecord in the archives of our nation, and will: de- 
scend in all coming time to give character. to this 
uahcly war, 

It would appear, from a perusal of the documents 
before me, that General Jesup was unable to fulfil 
his covenant with the Indians to protect them, and 
the negroes connected with them; but on this point 
we have no direct evidence. Certain it is, that he 
was unable to bring the negroes to terms of submis 
sion. I use the term negroes, because he says, cfi- 
ciaily, that “the negroes controlied the Indians.”? 
Being unable to subdue the enemy, his troops fall- 
ing a prey to the unhealthy climate in which he 
was Situated, the citizens being murdered, their ha- 
bitations burned, and his army discouraged, he 
issued the order No. 160, to which I will now call 
the attention of the committee. That part to which. 
I particularly refer is in the following words: “AHN 
Indian property captured from this date will belong 
to the corps or detachment making it.” The sense 
in which the term property was ured in this» order 
is fu'ly explained in a letter of General Jesup to 
Colonel Warren, dated a few days subsequent, in 
which, speaking of the Seminoles, he says: “Their 
negroes, cattle, and horses, will belong to the corps 
by which they are captured.” This order bears 
date on the 3d of August, 1637, and may be found 
at page 4of the documents communicated to this 
House by the Secretary of War on the 27th day of 
February, 1839. IT think that history will record 
this as the first general order issued by the comman- 
der ofan American army, in which the catching 
of slaves is held out as an incentive to military 
duty. I mention this fact, and bring it to the con- 
sideration of the committee with feelings of deep 
mortification. Asan American, I feel humbled at 
this act, which cannot be viewed by the civilized 
world otherwise than dishonorable to cur arms. aud 
nation. That this officer, entrusted. with the com- 
mand of our army and the honor of our flag, shou d 
appeal to the cupidity, the desire of plunder, and 
the worst of human: passions, ia order to stimula‘e 
his men to effort, is, I think, to be regretted by men . 
of all parties, in ail sections of our country. Our 
national flag, which floated in proud triumph at 
Saratoga, which was enveloped in a blaze of glory 
at Monmouth and Yorktown, seems to have been, 
prostituted in Florida to the base purpose of leading 
On an organized company of ‘negro. catchers.” ‘Sir, 
no longer is “our county’ the battle ery of our 
army in their advance to victory; but slaves bas 
become the watchword to inspire them to effort, 
Wo longer does the war-worn veteran, amid the- 
hattle’s rage, think of his country’s glory, and nerve 
his arm im behalf of freedom; but with eagle eyes 
he watches the wavering ranks cf the enemy, and 
as the smoke rises from the battle-field; he plunges 
amid their fleeing cohorts to seiz> upon the sable 
fce that he may make him his future slave. 

But I intend to pursue this subject further. I 
shall now show that this Government—this nation, 
composed of twenty-six States, some holding slaves 
and some denying the right of man--to hold his fel- 
low-man in slavery—has been made to deal in 
slaves; to become the owner of slaves; that this 
Administration, now just going out of power, has 
deait in “human flesh;” thatthe funds of Governa 
ment, drawn from ihe pockets of free laborers, have 
been paid for the capture of fugitive slaves, and the 
purchase of slaves captured from the Seminole Tn- 
dians, Aud forthat purpose I iefer to orcer No. 
175, dated at Tampa Bay, September: 6, 1837. It 
reads as follows: 

“1. TheSemincle negroes captured by the army will be taken 
on account of Government, and held subject to the order of the 
Secretary of War. 

“2: "The sum ofeight thousand dollars. will be paid to the 
Creek chiefs and warriors, by whom they were captured, or 


who were present at the capture, in full for their claim to them. 
“3, To mduce the Creek Indians to take alive, and not de- 


stroy the negroes of citizens who had been captured:by.-the 88- 


minoles, a reward was promised them for all they. shguld'ne- 
cure. They captured and secured thirty-five, whoshava béen 
returned to their owners, The owners have paid-nothing, but 
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the. promise to the Indians must he fulfilled, The sum oftwenty 
dollars will be allowed to them for each from the public funds. 
aa Lieutenant Searle is charged with the execution of this 

_ order.” 


This order, taking the negroes “on account. of 
Government,” bears date on the Gih September. 
From that time they were to be “held subject to 
the order of the Secretary of War.” On the 7th 
October this order of Gen. Jesup was appreved by 
the honorable Secretary of War,as may be seen 

_ -by reference to page 43 of the document just quo- 
ted. . Thus, sir, we have official documentary evi- 
dence that the people of this nation, in their national 
capacity, became the ‘purchasers of human be- 
ings.” The money of our people, of the freemen 
of this nation, was paid ior the purchase of 
slaves. : 

This fund, most of it collected in the free States, 
and coming from the bard earnings of free whites, 
was appropriated for the purckase of Indian slaves, 
and of those wbo had sought freedom amid the 
swamps and everglades of Florida; while our most 
viial mterests at the North are abandoned, and even 
the implements necessary to carry on our harbor 
improvements have been sold, and the money thus 
obtained placed in the common fuad, and, perhaps, 
paid for the purchase of these staves atthe South. 
I hear it said, in an uncer tonenear me, that the 
purchase of these fugitive slaves was justifiable and 
correct, I may differ with gentlemen as to the jus- 
tice or honor of that proceeding; but | cannot en- 
ter into that subject at this time. I would merely 
say, if the slaveholders wish to have their slaves 
repurchased, I desire them to furnish the funds, 
Mr. Chairman, and not thrust their hands into the 
pockets of your constituents and mine to obtain the 
money to pay for them. 

{Mr. Buack of Georgia desired to be informed 
whether the member from Ohio alluded to the ci- 
lizens of. Georgia?) 

` Mr. Grppinas resumed. I deny the right of 
members tu interrupt me for the purpose of ioquir 
ing whether I alluceto them, or to their coastitu- 
ents. Ifthe garment does not fil them, why do 
they attempt to force it on? I allude tothe fact, 
thatmoney isand has been collected in the free 
States, and used to buy up the fugitive slaves of 
the South, while our mosi imporiant interest of the 
Worth are abandcned, 

I see gentlemen here who are tremulously sensi- 
tive if the word tariff, or harbor, or manufacture, 
is but mentioned; and I should like to compare the 
benefiisto the pation, arising {rom the forty mil» 
lions expended in the Fiorida war, with the. bene- 
fits of the thirteen millions expended throughout the 
United States for harbor purposes; but I have not 
time todo it now. 

I was spéaking upon the subject of retaking fu- 
gitive slaves; and i think it due to the people of 
the nation that they should be informed of the assi- 
duous manner in which our troops pursued the ba- 
sinet: of catching slaves. 

In a letier, dated at Tampa Bay, 25th, May, 
1837, directed to Lieutenant Colonel Harney, Ge- 
neral Jesup says: “If you see Powell (Oceola) tell 
him I shall send out and take all the negroes who 
belong to the white people. And he must not al- 
low the Indian negrves to mix with them. Tel 
him I am sending to Cuba for bloodhounds to trail 
them; and { intend to hang every one of them who 
dozs not come in.” 

if the negroes, who appear to have controlled 
the Indians, had quietly suffered thetnselves to be 
trailed. with bioodiounds, or to be hanged for their 
love of liberty, they would have well deserved to 
beslaves. Another important piece of intelligence 
we have here also. “Phe expenditure of $5,000 for 

. bloodhounds in Cuba was not, as has been sup- 
posed, for the purpose- of trailing Indians.. la this 

- detter we have it officially announced that they were 
sent forand obtained for the purpose of catching 
fugitive slaves. I desire the people of this nation 
to understand distine'ly that they are taxed for thé 
purpose of maintaining and supporting slavery‘in 
the slave States; tbat their treasure has been apors- 
priated direcily and pablicly tc that purpose; that 
our army—many of whese officers and soldiers 
were bred in the free States, and in the love cf li- 
berty—has ben employed, by order of the Com- 
manding General, in pursuing and capturing fugi- 


live slaves. WNoristhatall. The freemen cf the 
North are taxed for the purpose of buying blood- 
hounds to act in concert with our army, in this đe- 
grading and disgusting warfare. 

The taking of fugitive slaves is regarded, by 
Northern people, as a most ignominious employ- 
ment; so much so, that scarcely a man can be 
found who will do it-publicly. Yet, it seems that 
our military officers in Florida were openly en- 
gaged in it. - 

I will now call the altention of this committee to 
that portion of General Jesup’s order which fastens 
upen the people of this nation the character of 
slaveholders and the purchasers of slaves; by which 
this nation, boasting of its liberty and its regard for 
equal rights, became a “dealer in human flesh.” I 
refer to that portion cf the order which declares 
the slaves to be “taken cn account of Government, 
and held subject to the order of the Secretary -of 
War.” On the 24ih September, 1837, General 
Je:up wro'e the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
saying, “Phe Seminole negroes are now ail the pro- 
perty of the pablic. I have promised Abraham 
the freedom of his family if he prove faith"ul to us; 
and I shali certainly hang him if he be not faithful.” 

Mr. Chairman, I thin the people of my district 
will be slow to admi: that Gen. Jesup possessed 
the constitutional power, or right, to make them 
slaveholders. Some of them, I am sure, will dis- 
claim all title to these slaves, and, like Gen. Tay- - 
lor, will refuse to have any concern or connection 
with this transactions. They will, I am confident, 
deny the rightof General Jesup, or of the honora- 
ble Secretary of War, to pay out their money for 
the purchase of slaves. Nor do { believe thy will 
admit the justice or honor of seiling the freedom of 
a man’s family for the purchase of his fidelity, as 
promised by Gen. Jesup to Abrabam. 
stand the letter referred to, this Abraham was ta- 
ken into the service of Government for the purpose 
of acting as a pilot to lead our men to the babita- 
tions of other blacks, for the purpose of eapturing 
more slaves and Indians. If he proved faitbful to 
our troops and a traitor to his own kindred and 
friends, then h's wife and children—the objects of 
his affection—were to have their freedom; but if he 
refused to betray his own people, he was to be 
hanged, and his family enslaved. Sir, I know not 
how other gentlemen view this transaction, but I 
am tree to declare that it does not comport with 
my own views of honor and justice. 

But, sir, where are those slaves? Are they set 

at Hberiy, or have they been sold into slavery? 
The purchase was certainly a very extraordinary 
transaction, and one that will excite inquiry. The 
slaves remained at Fort Pike for many months. 
And, i Thad time, I would read to the committee 
a curious correspondence respecting their being em- 
ployed in such manner as to earn their living, and 
the like; bat I will not detain the committee for 
that purpose. 
_ The manner in which they were finally to be 
disposed of seems to have created some uneasiness 
with the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. In a 
letter addressed to the acting Secretary of War, 
dated May 1, 1838, speaking of the purchase of 
these slaves, he says: “I would respectiully suggest 
whether there are not other objections to the pur- 
chase of these negroes by the United States. It seems 
to me that a proposition to Congress to appropriate 
money to pay for them and their transportation to 
Afriea, could its authority for that course be ob- 
tained, or for eny other disposition of them, 
would occasion great and extensive excite- 
ment. Sucha relation assumed by the United 
States, for however laudable an object, would, it 
appears, placc the country in no enviable altitude, 
especially atthis juncture, when the publie mind, 
here and elsewhere, is so sensitive apon the subject 
of slavery.” i 

Sir, I fully agree with the Commissioner of 
Indian Afairs. This purchase of slaves by Gen. 
Jesnp, and sanctioned by the honorable Secretary 
of War, has placed the country in no enviable at- 
titude; it has tarnisked our national honor, and 
deeply wounded the feelings of the North. But 
this suggestion, as to the propriety of the purchase, 
was. made on the Ist of May, 1838, and, on the 
24h Septemter previous, Gen. Jesup, writing 


If I under- | 


an c,h et rer Ns ey 


-be the case. 


Capt. B. E. Bonneville, commanding the Choctaw 
warriors, says: ‘In addition to their pay as sol- 
diers, they (the Choctaws) will bave all the Semi- 
nole property they capture. And those Indians 
(he Seminoles) are rich in horses and negroes, 
Tne Creek warriors received between fourteen and 
fifteen thousand dollars for their captures.” Yet it 
seems that, some eight months after the daie of this 
letter, showing that the Creek warriors had then re- 
ceived their pay, the propriety of the purchase 
was doubted. I think, however, that the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs had good reason to sup- 
pose that some excitement might arise from this 
transaztion, by which you and I, and our constitu- 
enis, as æ portion of the people of this nation, be- 
came “‘slaveholders,” and purchasers of our fellow 
men. 

At paga 74 of the document last cited is a list of 
these Seminole negrces, who were sent ‘to Tampa 
Bay, after being received as “public property,” by 
order of General Jesup, at the price of eight thou- 
sand dollars, The list contains the name, age, sex, 
and description of each person. I should like to 
present it to the people of the free States, as a sam- 
ple of the manner in which the slave trade is car- 
ried on under color of this Florida wer; but, as the 
list is of great length, I heg leave to give an ex- 
tract only. It is in the following form: 


Name, Age. Sex, Remarks, 
Ben, 5 years, Male, Son of Elsy. 
Molly, 3 years, Female, Daughter of Elsy. 
Judy, 1 year, Female, Daughter of Elsy 


This short extract contains the names of three 
children, apparestly of one family, and all less 
than six years of age. These children were pur- 
chased by our officers as “publie property.” Sir, 
what do our people of the free States, or of the 
civilized world, think of this kind of “Government 
chattels?” TI have no doubt that many a Northern 
lady will inquire fur the mother of those children. 
This question I cannot answer. I find in the list 
the name of Elsy, aged twenty years, said to be 
the daughter of Fanny. I should judge that she 
was not the mother of the children; but such may 
I am led io believe that both father 
and mother escape] the fangs of the bloodhounds 
and the slave catchers. 

But ihe question recurs, where are those slaves? 
I have, for more than a month, had a resolution 
lying in my drawer, calling on the Secretary of 
War for information respecting them; but to this 
hour i have have had no opporiunity of offering it 
in the regular course of business, and I felt no 
hopes of success by offering it at any other time. 
It may not have been observed by many members 
that in the last session of the late Congress a peti- 
tion was presented to this House from a Mr. 
Watson, in which he slates that, in May, 1837, he 
purchased these same negroes, captured by the 
Creek warriors, of their agent, and paid for them 
$14,600; and he gives pretty good evidence to sus- 
tain his statement. This occured in May, 1838, 
while the order of General Jesup receiving them 
as public property was in September. previous; and 
the confirmation of that order was on the Tth Osto- 
ber, prior to the time of Watson’s apparent pur- 
chase. 
saying that these warriors had received between 
$14,006 and $15,000, bears date on the 17th of 
October, prior io Watson’s supposed purchase. It 
will be borne in mind that these are official docu- 
ments, transmitted at the time of their dates. 
There is alsoa curious coincidence in regard to 
price. General Jesup said, in October, 1837, that 
these warriors had then received “between fourteen 
and fifteen thousand dollars.” And Watson says, 
and gives good evidence to prove, that he paid to 
these same warriors $14,600 in May following. 
Now, if these Indians got twice paid for those 
slaves, they were more fortunate in slave trading 
than they ever were in any other transaction with the 
white people. Another singular circumstance I 
will menticn. On the Istof May, the Commis- 
sioner of indian Affairs suggested to the Secretary 

f War that for the United States to assume the 
relation of slaveholders might create extensive ex 
citemcat, particularly as the public mind here 
and elsewhere was so sensitive on the subject of 
slavery; while Watson’s bill of sale bears date only 


eight days afterwards, On thé 9ih of May, the 


General Jesup’s letter to Colonel Warren, - 
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Commissioner or Indian Affairs reqnesis of the 
Secretary of War an order for the officer at Fort 
Pike to deliver these negroes to N. F. Collins, 


agent for the Creek warriors; while from other. 


communications, one would think that the United 


States never had owned the negroes, although they | 


were taken into possession of our troops on the 6h 
September, 1837, and kept at the public expense 
until, and long afier, the supposed purchase by 
Watson. 

Sir, this transaction is shrouded in mystery. I 
have read to the committee a portion of its history; 
but the whole, I think, is not communicated by the 
documents before us. Í have an opinwn, and I 
express it as an opinion, founded on official papers, 
it is true; but it is nevertheless the conclasion of my 
own mind in regard to the matter. I then suppose 
that, after the purcha:c of General Jesup on the 
6th of September, and ihe sanction by the Seeretary 
of War on the Tih October, 1837, and after keep- 
ing these negroes at the expens: of the publie for 
eizht months, aad transpordng thera to Fort Pike, 
the honorable Secretary began to enierlain doubts 
whether the public would justify the transamion, 
He probably felt that my iriend here from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Stapx,] or the gentleman from New 
York over the way, [Mr. Guarres,] might not re- 
main entirely silent, “when (to use the words of 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs) the publie 
mind, here and elsewhere, is so sensitive upon the 
subject of slavery,” especially as it was ascertained 
that there must be an appropriation of money by 
Congress for the funds that wou'd seem to have 
been paid long previously. Difficulties appear to 
have beset him on every side; and I think his feel- 
ings were well expressed in a letter to General år- 
buckle, dated July 2lst, 1838, in which, speaking 
of this transaction, he says, in very emphatic lan- 
guage, “the whole affair is. a delicate aud a diff- 
calt one.” Just at this time Mr. Watson, being at 
this city, was, as it appears from his statements, 
persuaded by the officers of Government to pur- 
chase the negroes, being fully assured that the jr- 

dian title was.good and valid. “The contract was 
accordingly made, as it appears, with the agent of 
the Creek warriors, by which he (Watson) paid 
the $14,600, and relieved the honorable Secretary 
from his embarrassmen!, and the nation from the 
purchase made by General Jesup. The purchase 
was effected in “this market,” with the approba- 
tion of the high officers of State, and in the midst of 
a Christian community. Now, sir, in order ihat I 
may be understood, I will leave purchase aod 
sale of the slaves for a moment, and ask the 
tience of the committee while I relate the brief story 
of their travels and peregrinations. They were 
sent from Florida immediately after the order of 
the 6th September, 1837, to Fort Pike, near New 
Orleans. Here some sixty of them were deiained 
by a pretended claim, setup by persons living in 
Georgia, who insisted that this ‘*public property” 
was their own proper goods and chattels; while 
General Gaines, who appesred better versed in the 
law of nations and the military code than he is in 
the slave trade, boldly claimed tiem “as prisoners 
of war.” 
declared by one commanding General to be “tie 
property of the public,” were boldly asserted by 
another to be ‘prisoners of war.” Di the mean 
time, a Lieutenant Reynsids was deputed to 
conduct th: emigrating Indians to their bome 
west of the Mississippi. Anong the Semisoles were 
these slaves, who had been the subject of captare 
and purchase, yet remaining at Fort Pike, all un- 
der the charge of Lieutenant Reynolds. To kim, 
Mr. Collins, agent for the Creek warriors, and act- 
iog, as Watson says, for him, a'so attended by 
Watson’s brother, applied to get possession of the 
negroes, and presented the order of the Secretary 
of War fer their delivery to Collins. Ti 


here is 
some difference in the relation of Collins and that 
of Lieutenant Reynolds. Mr. Waison says di-+ 
tinctly that General Gaines and Lieutenant Rey- 
nolds beth refused to obey the order of the honora- 
ble Secretary to deliver over the negroes. General 
Gaines appears to have declared them “prisoners 
of war,” and ordered them to be sent to the place 
assigned the Seminoles west cf the Mississippi; 
and Lieutenant Reynolds, punctilious in the dis 


Yes, Mr. Chairman: these negroes, 


f 


i 
i 
i 
i 


i of themselves. 


charge of his military duty, “took the responsi- 
bility,” and started on his way with Indians and 
negroes, both siaves and freemen. He lended his 


charge at Little Reck, in Arkansas, to which place | 


he was followed or attended by Collins, who, faith- 
ful to bis trast, defermined to get the negroes. At 
that place he again demanded them of Lieutenant 
Reynolds. Buta difficulty now interposed, for that 
officer had not military force sufficient to hold the 
Indians in subjection, if imitated by an attempt to 


` deliver over the negrors to Collins, to be broeght 


back as slaves to the white people. He therefore 
called upon the Governor of Arkansas for troops 
to enable him to effect that object. But Governor 
Roane, thinking the safety of the peopie of his 
State more liaportant than the slave trade, refused 
all military aid, and required Lieutenant Reynolds 
to preeeed forthwith on his way to the territory 
assigied to the Indicms. In his answer to Lieut. 
Reynolds, he says: 


“Ziad the Government intended to dispose of these negroes 
to the Creek warriors, it should have done so in Florida, and 
not bring Indians and negroes to Arkansas, the vicinity of their 
fuiure residence, and irritate the Indiaus to madness and turn 
them loose upon our frouiler when we" have no adequate pro- 
tection. The massacre of our citizens would be the inevitable 
consequence.” “Your immediate departure will ensure peace, 
and avert the outrages you had such goed cause to expect.” 


Thus, Mr. Chairman, you sce we were brought 
to the very verge of a war west of the Mississippi, 
by reason of the efforts of our officers to maintain 
siavery and the siave trade. But Collins, who, so 


far as the public documen’s speak of him, was the | 


agent of the Oreck warriors, now applied to thece 
same Creek warriors for possession of the negroes. 
This, sir, is another curiosity. The negroes were 
taken west among the very Indians who originally 
c:ptured them, and in whose name the Govern- 
meat officers and Collins were trying to obtain 
possession of them. But these warriors, having 
received the $14,600 in ‘ihe better currency,” 
showed no disposition to interfere any further. 
Indeed, they said that they had soid the negroes, 
and that the United States had possession of them, 
and that the Creeks were under no obligation to 
interfere any farther in the business. Bat Collins, 
ever faithful to his trast, remained in that country, 
aud a correspondence took place between him and 
the honorable Secretary of War, and ather officers 
of Goverument, in regard to the measures to be 
adopted in order to get taese negroes back into 
slavery. Orders were sent to General Arbuckle, 
ane councils of the Indians were ca'led; the In- 
dians, however, showed but little disposition to aid 
their white brethren. n ensiaving those who had 
gained their liberty by such a concatenation of cir- 
cumstances. In short, sir, they showed almost as 
much insensibility to the claims of our slaveholders, 
as our more civilized friend, Jobn Eull, has so oñen 
evinced; excepting, always, that the Iadians civilly 
answered all questions on the sabject, while I be- 
lieve the British Government has never conde- 
seeaded even to hoid any correspondence whatever 
for delivering up fugitive slaves. But, sir, while 
the Indians appeared thas insensible to the appeals 
made to them in behalf of slavery, the nearoes 
ihemselves appeared perfectly callous to ali entrea- 
ties, ‘Fhe Indians woald not deliver them up, and 
the negroes appeared to bave hecome suddenly im- 
pressed with the belief that they could take care 
They now feit themselves restored 
to that liberty of which they had so long been um 
jusily deprived. Indeed, it appears thatthe negroes 
were thoroughly convinced of the perfect safery 
and propriety of “immediate emancipation and of 
Western colonization.” They, at all events, ap- 
peared determined io give to the world some prac- 


; tical demonstrations on these subjects; and, sir, I 


beifeve they are yet carrying ovt that determina- 
tion. 

Thus you see, Mr. Chairman, that the efforts 
of car honsradle Secretary of War, and of other 
cflicers ef Government, failed to bring those ne- 
groes back to a state of slavery, and the agents 
of Watson were compelled to return without the 
negroes. 

But, in the mean time, Mr. Watson’s money 
was gone, and the negroes were gone also. He 
had bought the negroes, as he says, upon the assu- 
ranee of title heid out to him by the officers 
of Government. These officers had exerted their 
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utmost skill to get the negroes for him, but all had 
failed; and Mr. Watson then applicd to Congress 
for compensation for his loss. ‘The Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs and the honcrable Secretary of 
War, both recommend ihe claim to the, favorable 
consideration of Congress, and urge us to make 
the appropriation. Of the propriety of doing so I 
shall say nothing at this time. I hope to do my 
duty on that subject when it comes before-us.* ‘My 
object now is to show the manner in which the offi- 
cers of this Government have attempted, not only to 
make us in our national charac er slaveholders. and 
slave traders, but to make the freemen of the North 
pay this purchaser forsiaves which he could not catch. 
i will beg leave to give the opinion of the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs in his own. words. In a 
letter to the honorable Secretary of War, dated 
July 1, 1840, speaking of these negroes, he says: 
‘ Any aitemp! at enforcing a claim to them under 
the Creek warriors would, perhaps, have resulted 
in conflict; and, as the hazard of such an issue 
prevented the use of more than persuasive means, 
I think General Watson has a just claim on the 
the United Siaies for the money he paid, and inte- 
rest.” This. sir, is the icgie of the Commis: ioner 
of Iadian Affairs, and that same opinion is endors- 
ed by the honorable Secretary of War. I have 
stated, and I think have shown from authentic 
documents, thatthe war in Fiorida originated in at- 
tempts by our Executive cfficers to support and 
maintain slavery; that it has been renewed and 
carried on for that purpose; that the money of 
cur nation has. been paid for the purchase of 
fugitive slaves and of Indian slaves. To these 
I now add the fact that those officers deem it just 
ihat we should pay for slaves which the owrers 
cannot obtain, ; 
When I obtained the floor, I intended to call th 

atiention of the committee to the manner in which 
this war was renewed after Gen, Macomb’s treaty 
of peace in 1839. But I have already detained the 
committee too long, and I willonly say that, if the 
public papers are to be accredited, the people of 
Florida held meetings for the purpose of protesting 
against that treaty, for the reacons that it permitted 
the Indians to remain in Florida; and they urged ` 
that the territory cecupied by them would afford a 
harbor for runaway slaves. Ofcourse the war was 
renewed, and continues, like a mighty maelstrom, 
draws within its vortex and swallows up ihe im- 
meuse resources of the nation. For a period al 
most equal to that of our Revolutionary. war, the 
people cf the Northern Siates have been taxed for 
the purpose of carrying on this contest, directed 


‘principally against the fugitive slavesin Fiorida. 


To this war the feelings, the principls, the inte- 
rest:, the honor of the free States are opposec; yet, 
sir, they have been, and still are, compelled to 
furnish means for its prosecution. Revolting es 
the trading in slaves is 10 the feeling of cur Nortk- 
ern people, they have been constrained to supply 
the means of purchasing their fellow-beings. Hold- 
ing, as the people of the North do, “these traths'to 
be self-evident, that man is born free, end is. er- 
dowed by his Creator with the inalienable right of 
liberty,” they have been obliged to furnish money 
to pay for the recapture and re-easlaving of those 
whe, fleelag trom the power that. oppressed them, 
had sought ia the wilds of Fiorida those rights: to 
which, by the laws of Nature and of Nature’s God, 
they were entited. hts 

Sir, Fam anxious fo sse a period. put to those 
abuses of Northern rishis. I desire to see this war 
terminated at the earliest possible moment; but I 
fear.it will not be accomplished by the method pro- 
posed by the gentieman from South Carolina. My 
own opinion is, that all attempts to remove the In» 
Ciaas and leave ihe negroes will prove abortive. 
We are tol! that the negroes control the Indians. 
With those negroes, an unconditional surrender to 
us world be avoluntary separation from their re! 
latives and families, and slavery for life. They 
wou'd probably prefer death to such an alterna- 
tive. Of course the war will continue until the 
murder. of those people by our army shail proclaim 
peace to Fiorida, who refuses peace. npon other 
ieyms. For one, Lam prepared to send. all who 
will surrender themselves as prisoners of. war {0 
the Western country, under the pledged faith’ of 
this nation to protect them in the enjoyment of their 
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lives, their liberty, and tbeir domestic relations; 
and for that purpose Ihave prepared an amend- 
ment, which I now send to the Chair. 


REMARKS OF MR. STANLY, 


OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

In the House of Representatives, February 18, 1841— 
In Commitieee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on the General Appropriation bill. 

Mr. Cusraman: I presume the bill under discus. 
sion will admit ef some latitude of debate. I am 
anxious, sir, to avail myself of this opportunity of 
making known my opinions upen some imporian; 
subjects which have been discussed during the pre- 
sent session. È 


Tdo not wish to violate the rules of order. I 
hope, when the present patty thall cease to rule, 
weshall have rules of order better observed than 
they have hitherto beeny But, while others have 
been allowed to indulgein a wide range, I must; in 
justice to myself and the cause I espouse, follow 
their example. That'I may be allowed to do SO, 
I makea motion to sstrike out the enacting clause 
of the bill. This opens a wider field. 


I wish, Mr. Chairman, to say a word or two re- 


lative to the tarif; yes, sir, the tariff—a word which 
causes ee Southern gentlemen generally to 


start fråm thgir seats with affected dismay, as if 


they behéld Some spirit bring “blasts from heil,” 
which were to desolate their country. 


Tt will be remembered that, on the 19th day of 
January last, I sabmitted the following as an 
amendment which I would offer to the Treasu- 
ry note bill. Here is the amendment in my 
hand: 


“JANUARY 19, 1841.—-Ordered to be printed. 

“Mr, Srancy submitted the foluwing, which he will, when in 
order, move as amendments to the bill “To authorize the issu- 
ing of Treasury notes.’ 

Beit enacted by the Senute and House of Representatives 
of the United Sta es of America in Congress assembled, That 
from and after the ~ day of „on the importation of 
articles hereafter mentioned there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid, the following duties, that 13 to say: 
` “On all manufactures of silk, or of which silk shall be a 
component part, coming from beyond the Cape of Good Hope, 
twenty per cent. ad valorem. 

“On all manufactures of silk, or of which sik shall be a com- 
ponent part, coming from this side of the Cape of Good Hope, 
ten per cent. ad valorem, 

“On all wines, except the wines of France, twenty per cent. 
ad valorem. 

“Ou all wines of France, as soon asthe treaty with Franco 

will allow, a duty of twenly percent. ad valorenr. 
. “On all bleached and unbleached tinens, table linen, linen 
napkins, aud linen cambrics, twenty per cent. ad valorem; 
the foregoing daties being in accordance with the terma andthe 
spirltofthe act.of March second, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
three. 

“Sego, 2. And be it further enacted, Thatall laws inconsist- 
ent with this act are hereby repcaled.” 


Itso happened, sir, that I was kept from the 
House by indisposition when the Treasury note bill 
passed. Iwas therefore prevented from offering 
the amendment, The committee, by the arbitrary 
rule adopted at the time, resolved, that, after a cer- 
tain hour, uo more debate should be had upon the 
bill, Atthe appointed time, the Treasury note 
bill, amidst cries of “order, crder, question, ques- 
tion,” was taken out cf the committee, forced 
through, and with unholy haste passed in the 
House. Several who were present wished to ‘get 
the floor to obia’n a vote upon the amendment; 

` but it was impossible. The party baving thema- 
jority here seemed to be determined to attempt no- 
thing for the relief of the country. 


It-will be impossible for me, Mr. Chairman, to 
proceed ii this discussion without an occasional re- 
ference to the compromise act of 1833. Much 
that I intended to say upon this snbject has been 


rendered unnecessary by the ‘able speeches of the 


gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Tuomeson] 
and the gentleman from Georgia [Mr, Nisger.] 

These gentlemen will hardly, either of them, be 
accused cf advocating a high protective tariff; but 
I should not be surprised to hear them thus ac- 
cused. The Whigs were all denounced as allies 
of Abolitionists last year; they should not now cem- 
plain that they are accused of favoring a “higi 
protective tariff.” 

The tarif law of 1832, which gave so much of- 
fence to South Carolina, was denounced, because, 
among other reasons, luxuries were admitted free 
of duty, while many necessaries were highly taxed. 
This is most conclusively shown by the speech of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Tuomp- 
son] Besides the various quotations made by him 
from the speeches of Southera Senators, I remem- 
ber, in reading the debates, that Mr. Benron com- 
plained that luxuries were admitted free of duty, 
while the poor paid a heavy tax for many articles 
indispensable to them. { thought, therefore, sir, 
when [ offered this amendment, that I should for 
once, at least, be found agreeing with the leaders of 
the Administration party, and among them the re- 
presentatives from South Carolina. But it seems 
that the past is forgotten, or disregarded, and that 
the dictates of party, and not the interests of the 
country, are stil to govern us. I fondly thought, 
too, sir, that E was but carrying out a hint of the 
Secretary of the Treasury himself. 

In the annual report of that officer, dated De- 
cember 3, 1839, he says, on page 11: 

“If Congress cannot restrict the amount of appropriations, 
whether ordinary or extraordinary, to the certain current reve- 
nue, the only remaining courses which seem defensible are 
these: either to provide for caliing in portions of the public 
money now deposited with the States, or establish an ade- 
quate system of direct taxation, or at once resort to the con- 


tingent power contemplated in the existing laws concerning 
the tariff, when chang 


free,” 

The result proved that Congress could not “‘re- 
strict tke appropriations,” as he contemplated. We 
all know, from what we have seen this session, that 
the appropriations must exceed the estimates; for 
the estimates did not contain all the liabilities of the 
Government which must be provided for. Now, 
sir, I ask, if the “only remaining courses which 
seem defensible” are as stated by the Secretary, 
what are we to do? WNothirg can be clearer, 
“either” to adopt my amendment, or recall the de- 
posites from the Siates, or resort to a sysfem of di- 
rect taxation. These are the only “courses,” ac- 
cording to Mr. Woodbury, and I agree with him. I 
am willing to meet this issue before my constitu- 
ents. As a Whig, Iam willing to meet this issue 
before the country. I wish tosay a word before I 
conclude, as to the two other “defensible courses” 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Again, sir: in the report cf the Secretary of the 
Treasury in December, 1840, that cflicer, discussing 
the ways and means of providing money for the 
Treasury, says that to recail the deposites “appears 
not very likely to be adopted;” and that the resort 
to “direct taxatiun” is not “to be anticipated.” 
The Secretary then, on page 11, proceeds to say: 

“Some other permanent resource must then de lookd too. 

he choice will probably rest between the large reduction ef 
expenditures, with the other accompanying measures before 
specified, end scme extensive modification of the present 
tariff”? 

Here, then, we have again suggested to us the 
propriety of “a modification of the tariff,” from the 
Secretary of the. Treasury. 

As to the reduction of expenditures, we all know 
that it is impossible now. The Government is 
largely in debt. Claims have been postponed until 
they can be pcstponed no longer. Nothing is more 
certain than the fact that, for this session, the ap- 


es become necessary for purposes of # 
revenue, and restore the duty on several articles of luxury now * 


propriations will and most exceed the estimates of 
the Secretary of the Treasury* 

This being the case, I prefer a modification of 
the tariff to either a recall of the deposites from 
the States or.a system of direct taxation. 

When we met this session, we were told by the 
President and the Secretary of the Treasury that 
we had a most prosperous Government. We were 
induced to believe that we had an abundant Trez- 
sury; that all the demands on the Government had 
been promptly met. But, after the lapse of a few 
weeks, we had another ‘proposition for Treasury 
notes. Yes, sir, five millions of Treasury notes 
were to be issued—five millions of paper money 
wanted in the fourth year of that Administration 
which was to give us alla gold and silver curren- 
cy. We were called together in September, 1837, 
ät an extra session, to give the Government money. 
In October, 1837, vou had authority to issue ten 
millions of Treasury noies. 

By the act of May, 1838, you gave authority to 
the Secretary of the ‘freasury to issue Treasury 
notes,on the same terms as the act of October, 
1837, in piace of the notes which had been return- 
ed to the Treasury. 

To Marca, 1839, you extended the act of May, 
1838, and authorized the President to cause to be 
issued the remainder of the Treasury notes, &c. 

In March, 1840, another. law was passed which 
authorized the issue of five millions more of Trea- 
sury notes. -> 

And now, within two months of the end of this 
Administration, we have another law authorizing 
the issue of Treasury notes! f 

These notes have been issued, a large portion of 
them at high rates of interest, whicb, of course, is 
paid out of the taxes collected from the peuple, and 
paid, too, to rich capitalists or the pet banks of this 
Administration; for only banks and very rich ca- 
pitalists are able to take the notes from the Govern- 
ment and give them specie. 

I have endeavored io asceriain the amount paid 
for interest on Treasury notes, since the extra sei- 
sion of September, 1837, and I make it as follows: 


Amount of interest paid on Treasury notes, viz: 


For the year 1838, - - $14,996 48 
Do 1839, - = 401,212 94. 
Do 1840, ~ > = 173,581 36 
Do- 1841, $ - 1302177 


$591,093 55 
The accuracy of this statement wiil not be ques- 
tioned, as I have it from a high source. More than 
half a million of dollars paid to the rich out of the 
taxes of the people by this hard-money-loving Ad- 


“ministration. 


be - - - . . . 
From lands - - - 


“Mr. Evans here observed that the chairman had omitted 
some important items, 

“Mr. Jones recollected that he had omitted one item of 
$575,000 contained in the naval appropriation bill. This would 
make the total amount of excess about a million and a half. 

“Mr, Evans said the total would be nearer two millions and 
ahalf. He then wentinto an enumeration of items to show 
that this was a correct statement, 

“Mr. Jonzs saidthat he had spoken only of bills from the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

“Mr. SerGsanr observed that, even admitting the estimates 
ofthe Secretary of the Treasury tobe correct, we should have, 
this year, but nineteen millions from the customs, and three 
anda half millions from the public lands, and the sums already 
appropriated would exceed this amount by between five and 
six millions.” k 

All this proves the importance of laying duties upon luxuries 
to meet the wants of the Government, and save the necessity of 
an extrasession. If any additional proofs were necessary to 
show that the estimates of the Secretary of the ‘Freasury could 
not be relied upon, it is only necessary to mention that, in his 
estimates, no mention is made of the Florida war. The Secre- 
tary of War, in a letter to the chairman of the Committee. of 
Ways and Means, dated December 17, 1840, shows that the sum 
of $2,885,329 75 is indispensably necessary; part ofthis fer “ar: 
rearages!” And yet we are told, Congress must not exceed the 
estimates! : 
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donot afford any relicf to the people. Taey ena- 
ble the Administration to contract a debt, without 
appearing todo so. The relief to the Government 
is only temporary. What are we, therefore, to do? 
Not only the wisest and ablest statesmen of the 
country, but your own Secretary, Mr. Van Buren’s 
Secretary, with them, recommend a duty on luxu- 
ries. ? 

All admit we shall need more money than can 
be collected at our custom-houses and land offices 
during the present year. By the operation of the 
compromise act, our revenue will be greatly re- 
duced by the 1st July, 1842. 

Hear the Secretary of the Treasury on this head. 
On‘page 11 of his last annual report he says: 
` Thus the progressive reduction of the present tariff, which 
has been going on since 1833, will, after December, 1841, take 
effecttoa much larger extent than heretofore. Nearly two 
millions and a half willthen be deducted at once. 

“On the Ist of July afterwards, at least two millions and a 
half more of duties will be removed; making an aggregate, in 
six months, of quite five millions. If the imports then should 
not differ much from those in 1838, this would leave an in- 
come from them not probably exceeding ten or eleven millions 
of dollars yearly. It will, therefore, be necessary to make cor- 
responding reductions in the expenditures of 1842, or seasonably 

' provide otherwise, in some permanent manner, to supply all 
wants likely to happen from this cause,” 
_ No man in his senses, who has watch7d the 
course of public events for a few years past, can 
expect we are to reduce the expenditures of this 
Government suddenly from near thirty-nine mil- 
lions to thirteen or fourteen millions. Besides, the 
public debt is to be paid. What is the amount of 
that debt no one here can tell. My able friend 
from New York, [Mr. Barwarp,] in whose jadg- 
mant I place the most implicit confidence, has 
shown, with that clearness and force that charac-' 
terizes all his efforts, that our obligations not pro- 
vided for will amount to near forty millions of dol- 
lars for “past transactions.” adopt his statement; 
his knowledge is superior to mine, and entitled to 
more weight tban any calculation I can make: 
Statement of the public debt, regarded us ascertained and 
certain, existing on the lst January, 1841, though the 
amounts may not be exact, 


‘Treasury notes outstanding = - ` - - $4,650 000 
Interest which will have accrued on them - + 250,000 
Remainsofold funded and certificate debt - -~ 335,000 


Debts of the cities in the District of Columbia, as- 


sumed by the Government, without interest - 1,500,000 
Amounts required to be invested for Indians and In- 
dian tribes, at least - - . ~ - 2,580,000 
Principal sums payable to Indians, probably —— _- 1,000,000 
: Amount required by law to make good the deficit in 
the Navy Pension Fund - - : - 1,200,000 
Annuities to Indians, (supposed to be $600,000.) part 
payable in perpetuity and part for terms of years; ono 


the purchase or value ofthe whole not Isss than - 
Making, of actual debt, it is believed, not less than $16,515,000 
‘To thisis to be added probable amounts of indebt- 
-edness and liabilities growing. out of past transac- 
tions, as follows: , 
For claims growing out of Indian affairs and rela- 
tions, allowed, and which will be allowed in the 
Departments or by accounting officers, proba- 
Yoo ts $2,000,060 
-For Claims growing out of the Florida 
ü war, &c. and which must beallowed by 
. Congress, probably - . - 
Due fromthe Government on account of 
trust fundá, other than Indian, probably 
The fourth instalment under the deposite 
act of 1636 claimed by the States - 
There are claims of American citizens for 
French spoliations on our comar 
revious to 1800, quite likely to be al- 
fowed by Congress, to - - - 5,000,000 


3,000,000 
500,000 
9,000,000 


19,500,000 


So that the whole amount of indebtedness sae 
ties, on account of past traisactions, was, on the x 
Ist of January, 1841, probably notless than $36,015,000 


Now, sir, I presume no man can suppose that, 
even if, as Mr. Woodbury says, the “reduction be 
pushed vigorously,” we shall have means enough 
for the years 1841 and 1842. PA 

I wish to give the Government the means which 
it inevitably will require.to pay our debts, to 
sustain our national honor, by meeting our en- 
gagements punctuaily. I wish todo this by ad- 
hering to the compromise act—by laying a duty 
on luxuries, which will searcely be felt at all, even 
by the more affluent, and will not affect the poor 
man. ; : 

My amendment, Mr. Chairman, was not intend- 
ed to go inte operation for some months, as the 
House might determine, that the importing mer- 
chants might have notice, and regulate their pur- 
chases accordingly. [selected but a few’ articles, 
that j 
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ble. I was willing to adopt any amendments cal- 
culated to effect the object Ikad in view. At ‘the 
time I introduced the amendment, I had not seen 
the report of the Secretary. of the Treasury, laid 
before the Senate a few-days since, in answer to a 
resolntion of that body. If I had seen it, I would 
most willingly have incorporated many, if not all, 
the articles suggested by the Secretary. 

And here let me say, sir, this report alluded to 


does the Secretary more credit than any paper 


which has hitherto emanated from him. It is Docu- 
ment No. 95, entitled a “Report from the Secreta- 
ty of the Treasury, communicating, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate, a plan of a 
permanent change in the tariff.” It is concise, 
plain, in better style than usual, and contains many 
valuable suggestions. I hope the members of the 
House will read it. 

His construction of the compromise act is the 
same Ihave always heard given to it by -those 
who framed and advocated its passage. 

It will be remembered, Mr. Chairman, that I 
quoted from the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury just now to show that by the “progressive 
reduc.ion” of the present tariff, from December, 
1841, to July, 1842, in six months, five millions of 
dollars will be deducted from the duties. 

He proposes to lay a duty upon certain merchan- 
dise “free of duty;” his proposition, so woriby of 
commendation, so replete wilh good sense, deserves 


our attention. I quote the following passages, with | 


the tables referred to in them. 

I read from Senate Document No. 93, before re- 

ferred to: 

“In raising the sum needed, if it does not become necessary 
to subject all free articles to a duty, or to one as high as twenty 
per cent, anda discrimination can therefore be indulged with- 
in the restrictions of the compromise act, it is doubtless a sound 
axiom te select for highest taxation articles of luxury, rather 
than of necessity. Under similar circumstances, it is also not 
only competent, but expedient, to select such of the former as 
compete most With similar articles of American growth or ma- 
nufacture, though not toraise the duty on them above the limi- 
tation of twenty per cent. And another discrimination, some- 
times useful, might be to select those articles, in certain cases, 
for an increased impost, not usually exceeding the same limita- 
tion, which may be proper for countervailing injurious imposts, 
placed on our own productions. by any foreign power. The 

road and well settled ground on which these distinctions rest, 
cannot require on this occasion much detailedillustration, For 
the luxuries of life are enjoyed by the few, rather than the ma- 
ny—the rich instead of the poor—and their use tends rather 
to effeminency and pleasure, than to what invigorates or makes 
useful. 

“In a form of-Government like ours, these principles apply 
with peculiar force, asan excessive indulgence in luxuries al- 
ways operates as a bane to Republican manners, and, in time, 
to Republican principles. On the contrary, articles of univer. 
sal use, and considered as the necessaries of life, are beneficial 
to all, and are to be cheapened as much as possible to promote 
the comforts of aj]. So what is American may well be sup- 
posed entited to receive, within the limitations stipulated, 
more incidental favor than what is foreign, because obtained with 
more readiness and certainty, as well as being more safe and 
independent in its use. Nor can any other country complain 
with justice, if we counteract its high taxation on any of our 
products, by imposing some corresponding imposton theirs; and 
however unprofitable such conflicts usually prove to ail con- 
cerned, yet when such a measure becomes convenient for our 
own fiscal purposes, or is required by proper self-respect, and 
iskept within due restrictions as to the amount of duty, it is he- 
lieved to be entirely justifiable. The present tariff is, in many 
of these respects,an anomaly. Being designed to get rid ofre- 
venue when it was too abundant, and to diminish a supposed 
protection to manufacturers, deemed unreasonably high, as well 
as to establish certain general rules for keeping all duties lower 
in future, it sometimes omitted to make useful discriminations, 
and, as a system, does not sufficiently discountenance luxuries 
ox favor the neeessaries of life. Yndeed, the former have alrea- 
dy become free in many cases, and in others will ve taxed light- 
1y, under the reduction now m progress; while the latter, 
Ihough at the expense of the consumer, however poor, will, in 
almost every instance, bear as highif not higher burden, than 
the greatest superflaity, 

“in proposing a plan to raise the sum desired, one cardinal 
object is, therefore, to obtain the money in a manner that shall 
not prolong any Improprieties or incongruities in principle; 
and another is to do, it, and still preserve faithiully the limita- 
tions and stipulations of the compromise as before cxplained. 
To furnish some data for practical legislation, which may ac- 
complish these designs harmoniously, two tabular statements 
have been prepared, which will next be briefly explained. The 
first one gives the names and vaiue of ail free articles imported 
into the United Ftates in A. D. 1838, after deducting such of 
them as were exported. (See A.) ‘Taking the imports of that 
year as a guide, and perhaps nearer an average, for some time 
to come, than any other, though probably too low, and the value 
of all the free articles, excluding of course specie. and the 
amount of others re-exported, would be about $38,161,583. A 
duty on, these, indiggriminately, of 15 per cent. would yield a 
nett revenue not arom the five millions that may be needed 
in 1842. But this would embrace several articles which, under 
the principles before suggeested, might judiciously be left free, 
or atja Jowerrate of duty than 15 per cent. 

«A nother mode of raising the same amount of revenue would, 
therefore, be preferable, if it could be accomplished without ia: 
cluding those articles. Suppose, then, that there should be se- 
lected from the free arti¢les those-which may be regarded most 


it might be liable to as little objection as-possi- | as luxuries, though notin every respect belonging exclusively to 
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that class. Such are teas, coffee, aiid silks. Should we then 
add to them others, conflicting with similar American produc- 
tions, such as worsteds. linens, &c. and the aggregate, deductin 
the amount re-exported, would be $29,026,448. (See the secon 
table, B.) A duty of twenty per cent.:on those, after paying the 
epenses of collection, would yield about the same amount ot 
five millions, This seems to contain ‘the general 
most eligible and unexceptionable revision. i If a“ Tess sum 
than five millions should prove to be needed, as it is presumed 
will be the case ‘under the diminished: expéndituresand in- 
creased importations, anticipated and exp'ained in‘the recent 
annual report où the finances, äs well as'fromi:the “further aug- 
mentation of revenue likely to happen from the new mode of 
assessing the value of merchandise, any ‘suitable ‘modifications 
can be made in these details, without. departing. from the 
principles believed to be the most apppropriate to govern the 
subject. 


A. 
Value of merchandise, “free of duty,” consumed in 1839, 
Articles for the use of” the silver, 3.387,048 © 


United States, $3,316 Teas 
Philosophical appara- Coffee 
tus, specially im- Cocoa 
ported for philoso- Fruits, almonds 
phic’i societies, col- currants 
leges, schools, &c. 11,629 runes 
Books, maps, and | Figs 
charte for do. 21,394 .. ,taisins 
Statuary, busts, casts, Spice, mace yl 
&c. for do. 3,086 ~ nutmegs 51,207 
Paintings, etchings, . cinnamon 26,406 
and engravings, 5,768 cloves 
Botany, specimens of 7,209 pepper 
Anatimony,regulus of 3,346 pimento 
Spelter or zing 68,525 cassia 
Burrstones, unwrought 27,999 ginger 


Brimstone andsulphur 37,446 Camphor 


+; 8,467 Silks, lace veils; 


Clay, unwrought 4,421 : shawls, shades, &, 156,034 
Ragsof all kinds ` 465,448 Other manufacture ` 
Furs, undressed - 300,945 : of silk 7,897,343 
Hides and skins 1,940,325 Silk and worsted . 
Plaster of Paris 131,876 . goods 4,520,154 
Barilla ` °82,196 Camlets of camel’s 
Wood, dye , ‘hair, &c. ` 89,032 
manufactured ` 282,702 Worsted stul goods 3,878,941 
Animals forbreed. ., 26,887 Linens,bleached and 
all other 150,218 unbleached, &c. 3,098,557 
Pewter, old 923 Ticklenburgs, osna- 


Ti», inpigsandbars 128,995 burgs, and bur- 
in plats and sheets 988,543 : laps 333,024 
Brass, m piss and bars aoe Sheetings, brown 
o 


696 and white 48,554 
Copper, in pigs and Bolting cloths 26,529 
bars 812,170 Wool ‘costing less.: 
Copper, in. plats and than 8 cents per1b. . 438,669 
sheets for sheathing 520,792 Quicksilver- _ 56.746 
Copper, old ~ 78,590 Opium ` ` 67,073 
Bullion, gold 230,694 Crude saltpetre . 119,606 
silver 390,343 AJl other articles 3,854,966 
Specie, gold 10,703,926 — ee 
A 82,967,250 
Deduct excess of exports over imports: “es 
On dye wood, - > . + $15,533 | 
cocoa - - - ` - 52,946 
camphor . - < 15,183 
Excess in value on pepper ~ + 9,994 
—_—" 93,656 
$52;873,594 
Deduct specie ~ $ x $ = 14712011 
Balance consumed ` . . - $38,161,583 


B. 
Selections of certain free articles consumed in 1838, 
Silk and manu. of ‘$7,897,343 Crude saltpetre 119,606 


' 
Silk and worsted - 1,520,154 Animals, not for breed 150,219 
Worsted stuffs 3,878,941 Furs, undressed 300,045 
Linens, bleach’d, &c. 3,098,557 Coffee 7,138,010 
Ticklenburgs, &c, 333,024 Tea or 2,559,246 
Sheetings 148,554 Copper, in pigs 812,170 
Bolting cloths 26,528 sheeting 626,792 
Wool, under 8 cts pr 1b. 433,669 old 78,590 

$29,026,448 


Thus it will be seen, sir, if we only talze the arti- 
cles enumerated in table B, and-lay a duty of 20 
per cent. on them, that, after paying the expense 
of coilection, they: would yield nearly or quite five 
millions of revenue. . Wines are not included in this 
estimate either. 

Now, when we are actually pressed for money— 
when our Treasury is bankrupt—-when’ we are in 
debt—our country in a deplorable condition for 
want of defences—our navy rotting from neglect— 
does it not become uns, as patriots, to provide for the 
wants of the Government while we.can doso with- 
out imposing any burden upon the people, upon the 
laboring classes of the country? Will you still 
force the Government to borrow money, by 
issuing Treasury notes and paying interest to tavo- 
rite banks?- Will you force the coming Adminis- 
tration to call an extra session to remedy your 
abuses, to provide for your wanton extravagance? 
Can. you not be induced to do something for a suf- 
fering. country, to-do one good act before you let 
ihe power pass from your hands? Or. will you pre- 
ferto die as you have lived, blinded by the malig- 
nity of party spirit, deaf to the. prayers of a suffer- 
ing people—following, to the last, the eluding 
whispers.of the demon of faction? >.. i 
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: -© Whine upon this subject of taxing luxuries, I beg 
leave. to call attention to a few tables, prepared at 
the Treasury Department, which will throw light 
upon this subject, and be of service, 1 hope, to the 
country. 

` Statement exhibiting the value of certain articles, free of 

duty, imported during the year ending 30th of September, 
-1Q40, and. showing the amount of duties which would have 


accrued had they been subject toa duty of 20 and of 15 per 
cent. ad valorem. le 


i Duties, estimated. 


escription of articles. |Foreign cost 
and charges./At 20 p. cent. JAt 15 p. cent. 
ad valorem.jad valorem. 


Silk lace, shawls, 


shades, &c. - $309, $61,971 60| $46,478 70 
Silk, other manufac- 

wturesof -~ : 7,978,930} 1,595,786 00) 1,196,839 50 
Silk & worsted goods, 1,729,792} 345,958 46] 259,468 80 
Camlets of goat’s hair, - 

&o + ` - 14,630 2.926 OC 2,194 50 
Worsted stuff goods - 2,379,9471 475,989 40| 356,992 (5 
Linens, bleached and 

unbleached - 4,164,208} 832,841 611 624,631 20 
Ticklenburgs, osna- 

burgs, and burlapa, 329,054; 65,810 80| 49,358 10 
Sheetings, brown and 

. white = . 261,173) 52,234 60 39,175 95 
Bolting cloths . 74,5841 14,906 80 11,180 10 
Quicksilver - - 54,415} 10,883 00 8,162 25 
Opium - - 40,944 8,188 80 4,141 60 
Crude saltpetre 366,263] 73,252 60 54,939 45 
Animals, not for breed 135,042} 27,008 40 20,256 30 
Tin in plates & sheets 879,078, 175,815 60} 131,861 70 
Articles not enume- 

rated . ` 5,808,366| 1,161,673 2f 871 254 90 


$24,526,234184,905,246 80|43,678,935 10 


By this table, we perceive that a duty of 20 per 
cent. ad valorem, which will not violate the com- 
promise, will bring into the Treasury the sum of 
four million nine hundred and five thousand two 
hundred and forty-six dollars and eigty cents; and 
at 15 per cent. the amount will be more than three 
and a half millions. 

A duty on these artic'es, such as I propose, would 
not be felt by the country, and certainly would not 
be onerous to any part of it. 

Here, too, is no mention of teas and coffee, now 
free of duty. I am willing they should remain so. 
They are now regarded no longer as luxuries, but 
as necessaries. But if it becomes necessary, for 
purposes of revenue, to tax them, the following ta- 
ble will show what will be the result, at the rates 
therein mentioned: 


Tea and Coffee, free of duty, imported in 1840. 
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Sill, sir, wines are omitted. I bave before me a 


few tables which contain us ful information, which: 
Heie is a table of 


tbe country ought to. possess. 
wines imported in 138, 1839, and 1840, with some 
interesting calculations showing the present low 
rate of duties on theseluxories, ond the rate at 20 
per cen’, ad va’otem. The wines of France can- 
_ not on eeccount of our treaty with that nation, b 


taxed as high as 20 per cent. until after the 4th 


July, 1841. Here are the tables referred tc: 
Wines imported in 1838. 
Duties on Wines. 
> 
Description. | 3 
‘s | Galluns. | Foreign) Duties, [Duties at 
g cost and} present {20 per ct. 
i charges. | rates, 
A 
cts. Dollars. | Dollars. | Dollars. 
Madeira + | 12: 201,513] 372,635] 25,189 12| 74,527 00 
Sherry - | 12 92,879| 126,888] 11,609 87} 25,377 60 
Sicily - - | 7h) 320,287] 119,880] 24,021 52| 23,976 00 
Red of France | 14; 1,206,130] . 27.474! 18,091 95 
White of do. 23} 473,798} 114,885} 11,844 95 
French in bot. | 5}! 301,518} 549,482} 16,593 49 
Red of Spain - | 24; 181,307 52,586] 4,532 67| 10,517 20 
White of do. 83] 909,8164 300,963] 34,118 20} 60,192 60 
Of other coun- 
tries in casks | 74] 627,651] 352,673] 47,073 82| 70,534 60 
Of other coun- 
tries in bot’ls Th 24,219) 57,836} 1.816 42) 11,563 20 
Total -| | 4,339, 1211 2,318,282|194,882 01 [276,688 20 
Wines imported in 1839. 
Duties on Wine. 
mic 
Wine. a 
z Gallons | Foreign | Duties at | Duties at 
> cost and} present | 20 per 
S charges.! rates, cent. 
ž 
cts. Dollars | Dollars. | Dollars, 
Madeira + |12}| 299,535| 685,759] 37,441 87) 117,151 80 
Sherry - + [122| 197,880} 240,561} 24,735 00| 48,112 20 
Sicily - + | 7h) 422,173) 134,529! 31,662 97| 26,905 80 
Red of Fiance - | 14/2,093,890} 450,714] 31,408 35 
White of do. - | 24) 586,765] 136,842! 14,668 12 
French in bot. - | 5$] 536,720; 820,524} 29,519 60 
Red of Spain - 185,548] 39,886| 4,638 70| 7,977 20 
White of do. - | 39]1,435,228] 405,353} 53,621 05| 81,070 60 
Of other coun- 
tries in casks | 7}| 789,275] 566,527} 59,195 62] 113,305 40 
Of other coun- 
tries bottled - | 74] 26,205) 62,002) 1,965 37} 12,200 40 
Total -~ | — 16,573, 219]3,441,697 | 299,056 65| 406,723 40 
Wines imported in 1840. 
Duties on Wines. 
5 s 
Wines. € Gallons. !Foreign | Duties at | Duties at 
S cost and! present 20 per 
3 charges.| rates, cent. 
% 
cta Dollars.| Dollars. | Dollars, 
Madeira . lou 190,145} 354,384] 23,768 12; 70,876 80 
Sherry - - |124| 182,474} 135,495] 16,559 25| 27,099 00 
Sicily - - | 74| 320,461} 116,129) 24,034 57| 23,225 80 
Red of France - | 14/2,065,656/ 439,746; 30,9S4 84 
Whiteofdo - a 446,947! 113,682| 11,173 67| 
French in bottles | 54| 379,929| 499,900| 20,896 (9 
Red of Spain - | 24) 217,660; 37,408) 5,441 50| 7,481 60 
White of do. - | 3} 833,169] 245,337! 31,243 83! 49,067 40 
Of other coun- | 
tries in casks - | 74} 407,751] 229,155; 30,581 32| 45,831 00 
Of other coun- | 
tries bottled - | 74| 18,435} 36,626) 1,382 62| 7,325 20 
Total - | - 15,012,627 [2,207,862] 196,068 81| 230,906 80 


Wines of France imported in. 1838, 1839, and 1840. 


Duties on Wines. 


> At double 
Wine. | 2 (Gallons. [Foreign |Dutiesat|the pres’nt 
© cost and} present} rates. 
roj charges. | rates. {Act 1822. 
lal 
i 
t 
ate Cae = 
1838. cts. 
Red of France - 14 )1,206,130 270,474|18,091 £5) 36.183 90 
White of do. - | 2h 473,798} 114,885|11,944 95] 23.689 90 
French in bottles - l 53] 301,518) 549,482/ 16,583 49| 33,166 98 
[asia 934,841|46,520 39| 93,040 78 
1839. bog 
Red of France - | 1}/2,093,890) 480.714131.408 25] 62,816 70 
Whiteof do. -| 24| 586,765; 136,842) 14,668 12) 29,338 25 
French in bottles - | 54] 535,720) 820,524! 9,519 60} 59,039 20 
3,217,375] 1,408,080175,596 07| 151,194 15 
1840. f 
Redof France - | ered 439,740130,084 84| 61,969 68 
White of do. - 446,947) 113.682/11,173 67| 22,347 35 
French in bottles, -| 5$ 379,929 499,900/20,896 09] 41,792 19 
} 12,892,532) 3,053.328163,054 60] 126,109 22 


——== 


Wines imported in 1840, estimated at double the presen 


rates. 
Duties on Wines. 
a 
Wines. & 
s | Gallons. Foreign} Duties. | Equal to 
: cost and an ad val. 
3 charges. |. duty of 
ma a, 
Madeira - - | 25 | 190,145} 354,384) 47,536 25! 13.41 
Sherry - - | 25 | 132474) 135.495] 33,118 50| 24.99 
Sicily : - | 15 | 820,461] 116,129} 46,069 15| 39 67 
Redof France -- | 3 |2,065,656] 439,746) 61,969 68} 14.09 
Other of France -| 5 | 446,947] 113,682] 22,347 35] 19.65 
French in bottles - | 1} | 379,929} 499,900] 41,792 19| ` 836 
RedofSpain -f 5 | 217,660] 37,48} 10.883 00} 29.09 . 
Other of Spain -| 73] 833,169] 245,337} 62,487 67). 25 47 
Of other countries, 
incasks -| 15} 407,751} 229,155] 61,162 65) 26.69 
Of other countries, ‘ 
in bottes -| 15 18435] 36,626) 2,765 25| 7.55 
5,012,627|2,207,862) 390,131 69 


The above table showsthe amount of duties which would 
have accrued under the act of 1832, at rates payable after the 
3d of March, 1834, 

Wine mn Borrias.—The duties on this class of wines are 
estimated on the contents of the bottles, and exclusive of the 
duties m the bottles, which may be estimated at thirty per cent. 
ad. val. j 

Gentlemen tell us this proposition to tax luxuries 


is a “war against. France.” Well, sir, let me ask 


these gentlemen if France, by taxing our cotton, is- 


not warring against us? I see itis stated by very 
high auibority recently in the Senate [Mr. Cray of 
Kentucky,] that our imports, according to’ the last 
commercial return, exceeded our exports of our own 
native produce to France nearly seventeen millions, 
And this, too, while France lays a duty of twenty- 
five per cent. on our cotton! Of course, these se- 
venteea millions must be paid in specie, which we 
suffer to pass out of the couatry by refusing to tax 
the luxuries brought here. Gentlemen would have 
us believe that we ought to extend this favor to 
France because she was our ally. They seem dis- 
posed to show especial favor to France to the inju- 
ry of our own country. I cannot forget the ad- 
vice of the Father of his Country in his Farewell 
Address. We ought to recur to the principles of 
that address oftener. We bave lost sight of its 
precepts in modern times. Hear the following ad- 
vice from Washbington’s Farewell Address: 
“Harmony and a liberal intercourse with all nations are re- 
commended by policy, humanity, and interest, But even our 
commercial policy should hold an equal and impartial hand; 
neither seeking nor granting exclusive favors or preferences; 
consulting the natural course of things; diffusing and diversify- 
ing by gentle means the streams of commerce, but forcing no- 
thing; establishing with Powers so disposed, in order to give 
trade a stable course, to define the rights of our merchants and 
to enable the Government to support them, conventional rules 
of intercourse, the best that present circumstances and mutual 


opinion will permit, but temporary, and liable to be, from time 
to time, abandoned or varied as experience and circumstances 


shall dictate; constantly keeping in view that ’tis folly in one © 


nation to look for disinterested favors from another; that it 
must pay with a portion of its independence for whatever it 
may accept under that character; that by such acceptance it 
may place itself in the condition of having given equivalents 
for nominal favors, and yet of being reproached with ingrati- 
tude for not giving more, 

“There can be no greater error than to expect or calculate 
upon real favors from nation to nation; ’tis all ilusion, which 
experience must cure, which a just pride oughtto discard.” _ 

I stand by these precepts. The country will 
stand by them. They will be reverenced by all 
but those who have lost all regard for the memory 
of Washington and all aitachment for the Union. 
The wholesome advice— 

‘To thine own self be true, 


And it must follow as the night the day, 
Thou can’st not then be false to any man,” 


is as valuable to nations as to individuals. 

I think I bave shown, Mr. Chairman, beyond all 
dispute, that the Treasury will soon need our at- 
sistance; that it needs replenishing, and that, by 
laying duties upon wines, silks, and other luxuries, 
accordirg to the suggestions of the most distin- 
guished statesmen of our time, as approved by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, we can raise a sufficient 
sum io answer our purposes without imposing any 
burden upon the people. Why, then, should it 
not be done? Š 

Why, sir, we are told it isa violation of the com- 
promise; that it will fasten a tariff upon thë coun- 
try; that the object is not merely to raise revenue, 
but to distribute the funds arising from the sales of 
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the public lands. And from another quarter we 
are told this method of collecting taxes by imposts 
is dangerous and deceptive; that it is not “the De- 
mocratic plan;” but it is intimated that direct tax- 
ation is the true practice for our Republican Go- 
vernment. I wish to saya few words in answer to 
these arguments. I wish, while touching upon 
these subjects, to reply to the remarks of | my friend 
from Virginia, [Mr. Wise] whom I do not now 
see in his seat. I regret his absence, for I could 
speak to him more to my own satisfaction if he 
were present. I shall likewise say a little upon 
the subject of ‘direct taxation,” in connection with 
this subject of the tariff. Iam glad to see the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina {Mr. Ruerr] in his 
seat. I wish to show, as I think I can, that 
the issue is either to create a moderate ‘judicious 
tariff,” with the union of the States, or direct tax- 
ation and disunion. J think I can show that direct 
taxation is advocated by those alone who have ad- 
vocated or do advocate a dissolution of the Union. 

In replying to my friend from Virginia, I can 
discuss some of the topics referred to. | begin 
with him, from the importance of his position, and 
from the respect I feel for him, and the conse- 
quence I attach to his conduct; afterwards I will 
notice the “direct taxation,” disunion gentlemen. 

I deeply regret, Mr. Chairman, that my friend 
from Virginia has thought proper to oppose, unne- 
cessarily as I think, certain great measures which a 
large majority of the Whig party regard as of vital 
importance to the prosperity of our country. I re- 
gret it, not only for the sake of the country and of 
the Whig party, but on his own account. 

I do net with to see one of his eminent ability 
arrayed against important measures. I do not 
wish to see him opposed to his former, I hope I 
may say his present friends. Ishall always re- 
gret the injury which I believe he will bring upon 
himseif if he pertinaciously adheres to his present 
opinions. I shall long, long lament the day when 
he leaves his friends, leaves those who have en- 
deavored to follow and fight under his lead, and is 
forced to unite with others, between whom and 
himself there is scarcely one feeling in commen— 
no “thought, feeling, and taste” in harmony with 
his own. If he parts company with us, he must 
indeed be “solitary and alone”—oil and water will 
not miagle together. The war eagle of the moun- 
tain cannot mate with carrion crows—he would be 
as uncomfortable as my friend from Virginia, if he, 
unfortunately for himself, is hereafter found in the 
ranks of locofocoism. 

Mr. Chairman, I entertain for the gentleman 
more than feelings of mere cold respect. Before I 
knew him personally, when a private citizen, as I 
hope to be again soon, I looked on his public course 
with admiration. I can never forget bis gallant 
resistance of the tyranny of the chief of the Her- 
mitage? The country, I hope, will never forget it. 
‘When in the humble walks of private life, I saw 
the terrible approaches of the then Executive to- 
wards absolute power; when I saw-a despot, sla- 
vishly called ‘the greatest and best,” wantonly dis- 
regarding the co-ordinate branches of the Govern- 
ment, seizing upon the public revenues, violating 
with rutbiess hand our glorious Constitution, which 
he protected as he chose to understand it, | feared 
all was lost. But, T remember, the conduet of the 
gentleman from Virginia reanimated my hc pes, in- 
spired me with fresh confidence, and induced me to 
believe that all the supporters of the then President 
Were not the mere slaves of party. I was encou- 
raged, in my humble sphere, to continue an oppo- 
sition which I had almos: feared was fruitless. 

I have often thought, sir, that the conduct of Na- 
poleon in the campaign in Italy, when, at the head 
of a column of grenadiers, exposed to a tremen- 
dous fire, he crossed the bridge of Lodi, was not 
More gallant than the patriotic resistance of my 
friend from Virginia. to the almost omnipotent 
power of Andrew Jackson, in his palmiest days. 
Bonaparte was called the “little corporal” for this 
act of daring. My friend from Virginia was the 
“little corporal” of the Whig party to me before I 
knew him. That most extraordinary man, the un- 
fortunate victim of his own desperate ambition, 


„Said, speaking of the passage of the bridge, 


. “Lannes passed before me.” ` Sir, there. was no 


H. of Reps. 2 


“Lannes” in this House; for the distinguished friend 
of the gentleman from Virginia (Balie Peyton) fol- 
lowed him. 

I brought these feelings with me, and, after an in- 
timate acquaintance of several years, they have ris 
pened into strong attachment. There have been in- 
cidents in our personal intercourse never to be 
erased from my memory. It was with feelings, 
therefore, of the most painful character that I lis- 
tened to the remarks of my friend from Virginia on 
that occasion. I feel it my duty to reply to some 
of them. 

My friend seemed to fear very much that we 
should have a called session soon after the insialla- 
tion of President Harrison, and he argued against 
the propriety of such a step at much length. It 
seemed to me, sir, this was use.ess, if not unkind. 
I know of no power now in existence to cal} Con- 
gress together after the fourth of March next. It 
has been suggestad, as highly important, that there 
should be a called session. I have thought so be- 
fore the Presidential election, and said so often. 
Many others have concurred in opinion with me. 
And, sir, if, when General Harrison takes pos- 
session of the Presidential chair, he finds, as 
we know he will, the currency deranged, busi- 
ness prostrate, the Sub-Treasury either a humbug 
or an Executive bank in disguise—if he finds a 
public debt to be paid, for which no provision has 
been made by the party going out of power—can 
any man say it will not be his duty to call Congress 
together? Could he refuse, with a proper regard to 
the duties ofhis high office? If he find the Treasury 
almost bankrupt, the revenue decreasing rapidly, 
without any means of replenishing it, must he not 
take some steps to remedy the evil? Can he do 
this without the assistance of Congress? Surely 
not, sir. I presume, sir, no one recommends a 
called session unless it be indispensable to 
the welfare of the nation. Why, then, in ad- 
vance, should the public mind be prejudiced 
against i? 

If the people of this country have decided any 
thing by the la'e election, they have decided that 
the measures of Martin Van Buren’s Administra- 
tion were detrimental to the best interests of the 
country. Iknow it has been insultingly said in 
another quarter, that the only decision of the recent 
election was, that this Capitol should be pulled 
down and a log cabin erected in its place. This 
is the declartion cf one of the leaders of the de- 
feated spoils’ party, in the agonies of disappointed 
hope. No Whig, no patriot, will concur in this 
sentiment. If the people, then have pronounced 
condemnation on the Sub-Treasury; if they have 
said, we want a change of measures, shall they 
not be gratified? Can we refuse to bear their 
voice, calling on us to carry out the“promised re- 
forms as speedily as practicable? Shall we suffer 
the Sub-Treasury to be the law of the land for 
twelve months more? Are weto allow the sub- 
treasurers to have another twelvemonth’s harvest 
in plundering the public Treasury. 

Sir, I knew the called session of September, 
1837, did much injury to Mr. Van Buren. And 
why, sir? In the early part of the year he refused 
to convene Congress, though earnestly requested to 
do so. He refused, with a heart harder than Pha- 
raoh’s, attempt anything for the relief of the coun- 
try. And when, at last, the Government could 
not be administered for want of money, he did call 
an extra session—and for whai? To enable him t) 
establish an Executive Bank, to issue ten millions 
of paper money, and to withhold the fourth instal- 
ment from the Siates, which the faita of the Go 
verament was plighted to pay. The couztry was 
astounded athis startling measures; many of his 
best friends left him, not because he had convened 
Congress, but because, in so doing, he seemed in- 
tentonly upon the aequisition of power, the accu- 
mulation of patronage in hisown hands, and be- 
cawe, thinking the people “expected too much,” he 
turned a deaf ear to the lamentations of a people 
overwhelmed in embarrassment, produced by the 
folly or the knavery of his own friends. 

There is no paraliel between the two cases. Ge- 


neral Harrison has no selfish feeling to gratify; 
should he feel bound to exercise the power confer- 


red on him to summon together the Representa- 


him what his intentions were. 
with mine, as I have already expressed them. The 


tives of the people. He has a reputation dear to 
his country—a reputation gained in council and on 
the tented field. He is no candidate for re-elec- 
tion, Uninfluenced by the hopes of rising ambi- 
ton, anxious only to save and serve. his country, 
he has only to disregard the clamors of faction, and 
steadily advance to the work of reform, to -which 
he is pledged, to-extirpate the remnants.of locofo- 
com, and rescue our glorious Constitation from 
the dangers which recently threatened to over- 
throw it. It becomes those who have aided in 
bringing him into the Presidential chair to assist 
him while he endeavors to do his duty. Let us 
leave to defeated spoilers the task of upbraiding him 
in advance. They need no encouragement from 
us.. Let them rail on. They cannot intimi- 
date the farmer of North Bend by their malignant 
shouts. He has heard the shouts of savages be- 
fore. He has heard the desperate groans of dying 
savages of old. He will not callan extra session 
if it be possible to avoid it. If it be iadispensa- 
ble, the country will sustain him. 

My friend from Virginia seems to have a great 
dread of a tariff. He seems to think he can raise 
the cry of tariff, tariff, throughout the country, and 
alarm the nation, as if some direful calamity was 
about to overlake us. I know, sir, the very word 
“tariff” is odious in a large portion of Virginia, as 
it has been in other paris of the Southern country. 
But I do not feel at liberty to depart from my opi- 
nions, or alter my course here, because it may 
subject me to misrepresentation. At all events, I 
hope I shail not be driven from my purpose, when 
deliberately convinced I am right, by the fear of 
being injured in public estimation by the humbug 
ery of “Tariff! tariff! tariff!” 

My friend from Virginia saw, or thought he saw 
several “signs” of a tariff which might hereafter be 
fastened on the country. I was reminded, sir, when 
he indulged his powful imagination in enumerating 
those “signs,” of the words of the great poet of 
Nature: 

“The lunatic, the lover, and the poet 
Are of imagination all compact: 
One sees more devils than vast hell can hold— 
That is the madman. The lover, all as frantic, 
Sees Helen’s beauty in a brow of Egypt. 
The poet’s eye, in a fine phrenzy rolling, 
Doth glance from heaven to earth, from earth to heaven, 
And as imagination bodies forth 
The forms of things unknown, the poet's pen 
Turns them to shapes, and gives to airy nothing 
A local habitation and a name.’? 

There is certainly nothing of the lunatic in one 
so wise as my friend from Virginia; but that he 
has the imagination of a lover and a poet I know 
very well. That his eye occasionally glances from 
this earth to that heaven (pointing to the ladies’ 
gallery) is equally true. That he can give to airy 
nothing a local habitation and a name, no one will 
doubt who heard his late speech. 

Now, sir, what were his ‘‘signs?” The first, if I 
remember right, was the bill of last session——a bill 
to prevent frauds upon the revenue—to which se- 
veral sections were added in the Senate—which 
sections were a tariff, according to the construction 
of the gentleman from Virginia, and in violation 
of the compromise. I shall not argue this ques- 
tion; it is a matter of opinion, The venerable 
gentleman from Massachusetts, who introduced 
and advocated the bill in this House, told us it was 
recommended by the collector at New Yok, by the 
district attorney there, and by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The amendments were adopted in the 
Senate with but few dissenting voices. It passed 
with the approbation of seme of the same persons 
who. originated the eompromise act. The father 
of that act himself supported it, declaring that it 
was no violation of the compromise. But my 
friend from Virginia insists upon it, it does vio- 
late that act. If the weight of authority, from 
gentlemen of both parties, cannot induce the gen- 
tlemen to lessen bis confidence in his own opinion, 

t attempt it. 
ree the oe “signs” noticed, was the resolu- 
tion of my friend from Kentucky, (Mr. Green.] 
[had consulted with my friend from Kentucky af- 
ter he offered his amendment, and understood from 

i They. coincided 


disorderly manner in which the Treasury note bill 


CBE 
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=} twas passed from the-Committee of the Whole into 


<u ‘thé House; prevented the -gentleman:from express- 
Hing fews relative to his amendment: He, sir, 
Sajs notivery active in obtaining the: floor, It-is an 

honor to him-that-he:is not. His. (Mr.:Green’s). 


lameness’ was- produced by serving his : country in 


“ hoteafter;j the country wil have his valuable aid in 
os igssisting shim. under: whom she.served in: war, to 


the: good:of the country.::: We! want. a. few more 
“such men—such‘as are attentive to their business, 
ready and true to their principles-who' prefer dc- 


e House by speeches. -‘The- gentleman will par- 
Gti mieiingiving expression:-to my feelings by thus 
referring ‘to him.:: He: is the last man, I- know 


: Another “‘sign®-was the resolution of my friend 


: “from: New York; (Mr. Barnarp.] His resolution, 


*'g6ifar from ‘conflicting with. ‘the: compromise. act, 


expressly proposes to impose duties “on wines, silks, i 
linens, spices; {and: other : articles, being. luxuries,” 


“butin® sucha manner asinot to conflict with: the 
‘pritieipies, policy, and. spirit of the act of March, 
1833; comńmonly” called the compromise act.” 
“Purely, sir, this.“sign” of a:tariff exists-only in the 
-imagination of the gentleman from. Virginia. ` 
s : As to the“sign” of my: amendment, I have al- 
~ “regidy- referred to that. + 
But the gentleman from Virginia thinks, or seems 
“to-kntimate; that:some purpose is entertained of 


Violating the provisions: of the comprcemise act of ` 


+- Mareh, 1833. 
‘have heard of-no proposition from any quarter 
_ to disturb the compromise: act.: Although it was. 


wube. 


3) North) suikthey: seem, with the bestmotives know, 
ii to-be disposed to: give: itia fair° trial... Acting like 
' + patriots, they desire to give peace: to the. country. 

i| They evince a most noble spir t of concession for 

the sake of harmony, which we ought to-appreciate. 
I deny, sir, that the. amendment which 1 proposed 
to the. Treasury note bill will’“be-any infraction of 
the terms. or the spirit. of the compromise. 1 con- 
cur with the. gentleman, that we ought not to disturb 

_ the act, to interfere with ivat all, “without an actual 

` and unavoidable necessity.” But I maintain that 
that necessity [now exists, and I-humbly think I 
have proved it. 

The Secretary tells us—It is believed that the 
reduction of the..duties on imports, which, by tbe 
existing tariff, will take place inthe year 1842, 
cannot vary much from five millions of dollars.” 

-7 T concur in all that has been said in favor of the 
` “compromise. It was not an ordinary act of legis- 

+ Nation. It did come “with healing on its wings.” 
“It originated in the breast of the greatest statesman 

., of bis day, from an anxious wish to allay a trouble- 
< Bomeexcitement, Itsaved many gallant spirits from 
jected to the ruthless power of the chief, who 
clared he wished to hang them. ‘If the great man 
ho struggled so, hard’ against such fearful odds, 

d finally accomplished “his magnanimous and 

„Noble purpose, had ho other claim to” immortality 

=. than this, he would deserve to be gratefully remem-: 
`. bered while virtuous actions continue to excite the 

“admiration of the good. 

. on The.gréaland leading principle of the comprc- 

mise act isasstated by the Secretary of the Treasury 
_ in his report to the Senate. Speaking of the stipu- 

_lations contained in the éompromise, he says: 

“Phe first seems to be thata reduction by instalments of the 
: ‘former rate of duties, when’ exceeding twenty-five per cent. 
L should forthwith commence, and.continue uninterrupted until 


July 1,4 
ae ah exceed 20 per cent ” 


In this F believe we all concur: bas : 
he gives the 


the field; under the ‘hero: of Tippecance. > Ichope,: 


‘“earry Out‘inspeace the great measures necessary for 


ing their daty Dy voting to consuming the time of- 


who would speak of his own services. : = 


. passed against the wishes of a:large portion of the | 


812; so that, when that perled arrived, no duties what. || 
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fourth,. provides hat certain Juxuries, until, the 


|}: 30th June, 1842; shall De admitted to- entry “free 


of duty;” but then the sixth section of the act con- 


| tains the following proviso: 
., “Provided, That nothing herein contained. shall be-so con- 


strneéd as to prevent the passage, prior or subsequent to the said 


thirtieth day of June, one’ thousand eight hundred ‘and“forty- 
two, of any act or:acts, from time te time, that may be-neces- . 


sary. to detect, prevent, or punish evasions of the dutieson im- 


: ports imposed by law, nor to prevent the passage of any act 
’ prior to the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 


and forty-two, in the contingency either of excess or deficiency 
of revenue,” &c. &c. X 4 

I endeavored to regard strictly the compromise 
act, when I offered the amendment. I think it 
was.regarded, for nothing is clearer than the fact 
that there is now a “deficiency of revenue.” 

If I understood my friend from Virginia cor- 
reetly, he said the first or main principle of the 


‘compromite act was, that the tariff should be a ta- 


riff tor revenue, and that “protection was abandon- 
ed,” In this, with all respect for the gentleman, I 
venture to say he is very much mistaken. I 
report.from Mr. Woodbury from which he quoted, 
Mr. W. states expressly that the interests of the ma- 
nufacturer were consulted in the compromise act. 
If he will consult the debates of the day, he must 
see that Mr. Clay all along denied that protection 
was to be abandoned. Mr, Clayton, who took an 
active. and important’ part in passing the compro- 
mise act, said, before he would consent that protec- 
tion should be abandoned, he would let the compro- 
mise.act fail. I think, upon reflection, the genile- 
man, who is better acquainted with the debates of 
the day than I am, will see in this he isin error. I 
know in this opinion the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Rugtr] concurs with the gentleman 
from Virginia; but really, Mr. Chairman, the poli- 


licians from South Carolina differ so widely upon , 


almost all Subjects from all other persons, that I gc- 
nerally think to go opposite to what they recom- 
mend iš to go right. k 

While speaking upon this subject of protection 
let me say, Mr. Chairman, that gentlemen need not 
any longer attempt to delude the public mind by 
any outcry upon this subject. The gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr.'Rugrr,] especially, l thought, 
seemed anxious to raise an outery against a protec- 
tive tariff. I wish to cay something presently in 
reference to the peculiar opinions of that gentle- 
man; and before l do so, let me say, I wish to do 
so in no spirit of unkindness, I wish to speak of 
political opinions alone. I do not intend to say any 
thing calculated to wound the feelings of any gen- 
tleman from ihat State. 

But let me remark, as to this protective tariff, 
that when the question comes up for consideration, 
I shall be ready to meet it, and to aetuponit. And, 
sir, wher my friend from Virginia says, ‘Southern 
gentlemen dare not vote for a protective tariff,” let 


. me tell him, in all humility, he has no right to 


speak thus for Southern gentlemen. Let me teli 
him, here, before the next election in my district, 
that North Carolina Whigs do “dare to support a 
protective tarif” whenever they become satisfied 
the interest of our great country requires it, Yes, 


sir, we dare, I hope, do all that may become men. 


A tariff may not only. protect Northern manufae- 


‘tures, but a tariff may protect commerce and agri- 
. culture. 


May not our cotton require protection, 
and that at no distant day? Does not our tobacco 
already require some legislative protection? The 
time may come, sir, when my own State shall be 
sufficien'ly aware of her own great strength and 
power—when she will arouse to a proper sense of 
her own capability, of her immense resources— 


: when she may, as I hope she will, avail herself cf 


the benefits conferred upon her by a kind Provi- 
dence, and turn her attention to, manufacturing; 
the time may speedily come when we shall demand 
of our Government. a protective tariff. And when 
that.time arrives, yes, before then, if any great 
branch of American industry requires protection, I 
shall desm myself unworthy a seat on this floor, if, 


‘by any fear of the unpopularity of the measure; I 


shall be deterred from. supporting it. While, sir, 
Lacknowledge the great power of my friend from 
Virginia; while I am proad to admit that his oppo- 
sition is calculated to make any measure odious, 


-let me.téll him, sir, heis much mistaken if he thinks 
North 


Surolina, às of. ihe South, “darë not 
g0 for a protective tariff.” “Let not the gentleman 


In the ` 


lay -tthe flattering unction to his soul” that he can, 
by the magic of:his.name, prevent the Whig. party 
of the Southern country from advocating whatever 
they may think right and proper.. No, sir; -in the 
old North State, thank God, we arefree. We have 
declared our independence of the ridiculous ab- 
stractions which tied us to the car of Virginia. 
We have seen the error of our ways: our peeople, 
remembering the noble conduct of our, State in 
1775, when. she took the lead of her proud sister, 
have determined to think and act for. themselves. 
Yes, sir, she took the lead in 1775, when.our Meck- 
lenburg Declaration of Independence was declared, 
and if we have been under Virginia influence, it 
was. not when our country was assailed by foreign 
domesti¢ foes. Not only in 1775 did we go ahead 
of Virginia, but I am proud to say that in 1840 we 


| did likewise. Yes, sir, after the result of elections in 


Virginia. was well known, our people went to the 
polls, each man knowing he was. discharging an 
important duty to his country, and feeling grateful 
that he still had a right.to exert a proper. influence 
through the ballot-box over the action of his -repre- 
sentatives. P 
_ IMr. Raynerbere interrupted Mr. SranLy, and 
said he hoped his :colleague would allow him to 
ask if he understood him correctly in what, he had 
said of. a protective tarif.. From what. he had 
heard, he was satisfied Mr..S. had been misunder- 
stodd.} ` ; i 

Mr. Sranuy said, my colleague is right, sir, in 
saying Ihave been misunderstood, if it is alleged I 
advocate.a “protective. tariff’. As far as I have 
heard, no.one on this floor has preterded to. advo- 
cate a protective tariff. Itis a false alarm, raised 
by certain persons here, that they may, if possible, 
induce some tariff man to recommend it, to give 
them:an excuse for indulging in a little. blustering 
talk. . I did. say, however, sir, that if it hereafter 


-became necessary to the welfare of the country to 


Tesort.lo.a protective tariff—if the people of North 
Carolina should think her interests required. it, I 
should not be driven from the support of it because 
South Carolina representatives had threatened us 
that they would not submit to it. If hereafter 
Texas should, as she may, raise cotton ,enough to 
supply our Northern manufacturers, I think it very 
probable tho South would not. very strongly object 
to a little protection. If Great Britain. succeeds in 
her plan of raising cotton in India, and ean supply 
her manufacturers from that source, which will de- 
prive us of a market in England, a protective tariff 
to keep out foreign cotton, to enable us to sell ours 
toouc Northern manufacturers, would not be so 
unacceptable to the South as some of us may ima- 
gine. I really have heard a protective tarif so 
much denounced from a certain quarter that I be- 
gin to think it cannot be halfas bad as many South- 
ern gentlemen have thought. 

But, sir, my friend from Virginia seemed to think 
that there is some charm in the word. “tariff,” 
which caa call spirits from the, vasty deep!:: He 
speaks of it as if it were as terrible a. monster as 
that described by Milton, as seen by Satan at the 
gates of Hell 

“A formidable shape, 


Black it stood as night, 
Fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell.” 


Yes, sir, one would think, from the horror ex- 
pressed by himself and some of the members from 
South Carolina of a tariff, that it was a monster 
threatening to attack the South, levelling his deac- 
ly aim— i 


“And like a comet burned, 

That fired the length of Ophiuchus huge, 
In the arctic sky, and from his horrid hair 
Shakes pestilence and war.” 
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custom house upon imported goods. No man, I 
hope, sir, who knows that we live in a Republican 
Government, is so deplorably ignorant as to say 
that a tarif is unconstitutional. I find the Ist arti- 
cle, section 8th of the Constitution, to beas fol- 
lows: ; ; 

“Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, 


i mposts, and excises, to pay the debts and provide for the com- 
mon defence and gencral welfare,” dc. 


It is the first power conferred upon Congress by 
the Constitution. Tne framersof the Constitution 
seem to have regarded it as of the most indispensa- 
ble importance, for without the means of raising 
money we could not live one day, either in peace 
or war; it is “the feather that supports the royal 
bird and adorns his flight; strip him of his plumage, 
and you fix him to the earth.” 

My friend from Virginia takes Mr. Madison as 
his model, he tells us. Well, sir, Mr. Madison 
will answer fora model upon this question. I 
find, during the first Congress, among the ear- 
liest acts of legislation, that Mr. Madison, the 
father of. the Constitution, introduced a pro- 
position for laying duties on imposts. I have 
consulted both acts of the first Congress, and- 
I perceive that chapter Ist regulates the time 
and manner of administering certain oaths, the 
qualification of the Speaker, the members, &c and 
chapter 21 is “an act for laying a duty on goods, 
wares, and merchandises imported into the United 
States,” the preamble of ‘which is as follows: 


“Wheréas itis necessary for the support of Government, for 
the discharge of the debis of the United States, and the en- 
couragement and protection of manufactures, that duties be laid 
on goods, wares and mexchandises imported: Be it enacted,” 

c. 


And, sir, I could but observe that George Wash- 
ington, at that time President of the United States, 
approved this law on the 4th day of July, 1789. 
He could not have’ been forgetful of that great day; 
the scenes of our glorious Revolution were. still 
fresh iù his memory. He had enjoyed the advan- 
tage of hearing the powers of the Constitutioa dis- 
cussed: before him. And he, acting under oath, on 
this great day sanctioned this law; Mr. Madison, 
the father of the Constitution, urging it upon Con- 
gress; Washington, the President of the Conven- 
tion which framed the Constitution, approving it. 
It was “the voice of Jacob, but the hand of Esan.” 
Let us ‘not say such men did not know what they 
were doing. 

In this, as it should always be, the interests of 
different sections of the country were regarded. 
Commerce, manufactures, and agriculture, each 
received some share of protection. 

In Mr. Jefferson’s messages he recommends the 
protection of manufactures. 
he says, “Shall we suppress the impost and give 
that advantage to foreign over domestic manufac- 
tures?” © 

Mr. Madison repeatedly recommends protection 
to manufactures. In his Inaugural Address he 
speaks’ of the duty “to promoie, by authorized 
means, improvements friendly to agriculture, to 
manufactures, and to external as well as internal 
commerce, to favor in like manner the advance- 
ment of science, and the diffusion of information 
as the best element of true liberty.” 

Tam willing to take Mr. Madison as my ‘‘model,”’ 
especially in his recommendation of the diffusion ` 
of information. 

Mr. Monroe in his iaaugural and messages re- 
peats the recommendations of his predecessors in 
strong language, and especially recommends pro- 
tection and encouragement to manufactures. 

It is well known that General Harrison concurred 
with Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison in their Re- 
publican opinions on this subject. The leading 


Administration prints opgosed him because he was ` 


of opinion Congress had power to regulate a tariff, 
not for revenue only, but also for the purpose of 
protecting domestic manufactures. What his opi- 
nions are upon this subject, he will inform us at a 
proper time. I am not authorized to speak for 
him. 

Now, sir, as to the opinions of the “illustrious 
predecessor” of the present “follower in the foot- 
steps.” ‘In 1824, it is well known, General Jackson 
wrote a‘leiter tó a gentleman in North Carolia, in 
which he spoke very favorably of protection to 


manufactures; he thought “a careful and judicious. 


In his sixth message | 


Stanly: 
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and to afford us the means within ourselves on 
which the safety of our country and liber'y: de- 
pends,” &c. $ : 

In 1828, General Jackson said, in a letter to the 
Governor of Indiana: “I pray you, sir, respectfully 
to state to the Senate of Indiana that my opinions 
at present are precisely what they-were in 1823-24, 
when they were communicated by letier to Dr. Col- 
man, of North Carolina, and when I voted for the 
present tariff and internal improvements.” 

And yet, sir, “the South” voted for General 
Jackson, and ali that the Whigs of the present day 
desire is ‘‘a careful and judicious tariff” to pay our 
national debt. 

I will not examine the course of Mr. Van Baren 
upon the tariff question. Weal! know he voted 
for the most abominable tariff laws. Weall knoow 
what he said in his disgraceful sheep speech, of the 
motives which influenced his vote. His conduct 
upon the tariff question was unworthy an Ameti- 
can statesman. He deceived the South in 1828, 
and was reproved for it. 

To examine Mr. Van Buren’s course on this sub- 
ject wouid be to censure him. - This £ do not de- 
sire todo. With all his patronage, so corruptly 
used; with his thousands of cfficé holders election- 
eering for him; with his convenient Secretaries; 
notwithstanding hig promises and his personal ef- 
forts, the Americar people have consigned him to 
oblivion. Let him rest in pegce, if he can. Worse 


men may, by accidegt, be pfaced in the Presiden- : 


tial chair;.a worse President we can never have. 
Let him go to Kinderhook I hope he will take 
with him a cashmere shawl, with a bottle of otto of 
roses, from his “great dng good friend,” the Imaum 
of Muscat. y 

Here, then, is the plan recommended and adopted 
by Washington and Madison fer raising revenue; 
the best and most equal, the least oppressive plan 
ever devised by the wit of man. When duties are 
paid on articles imported, especially luxuries, the 
man who does not buy surely does not pay-any tax. 
The necessaries of life, such. as are used by the 
great body of the people, ought not to be taxed, 
further than it is indispensably necessary for the 
wants.of the Government. But the consumers of 
silke, linens, and wines, being able to pay, have no 
right to complain of the action of Government. 
The tax paid by imposing duties on imports is 
purely voluntary. The farmer who makes his 
own Silk, or clothes his family in articles manu- 
factured on his own farm, pays no tax on these ar- 
ticles. Those who are indirectly taxed through the 
custom-house never feel the tax imposed:on them. 

And now, sir, let us see why this venerated cus- 
tem, this time-honored usage, is sought to be aban- 
doned. Let us inquire what plan is to be substi- 
tuted for this, bequeathed to us from our Revolu- 


tionary sires, handed down to us with the approba- +} 


tion of the framers of the Constitution. 

i I regard this proposed system of direct taxation 
as anti-republican, and calculated to be oppres- 
sive to the people. Ihave not time to. discuss the. 
horrors of such a syste fully, nor do I think it 
necessary. To mention itis enough to iasure its 
condemnation. No respectable portion of the 
American Congress can be so lost to all reason as 
to attempt to adopt: the: plan of direet - taxation): 


- We never will, I-hope; lose sight of the path marke- 


ed out for-us by the framers of our Government— 
the path trodden in this respect by Washington, 


Jefferson, Madison; Monroe; Adams; and Jackson. -|; 
We wiil never leave a well-tried ‘and. beautiful 


system, under which we have flourished so .won- 
derfully, to try the experiments of a few hair- 
brained, Hotspur politicians. f 7 

I not only object to this mad scheme on account 
of its impracticability, but because I fear the advo- 
cates of it themselves expect no great good from it. 
They do not seem anxious to promote the prosperi- 
ty of the whole country, but they exhibit feelings 
of embittered opposition to the Union. Mr. Wood- 
bury recommended this plan.as one which was 
“defensible,” as he said; and the country has said 
it was. opposed to the “srindstone? measures—the 
Sub-Treasury and direct taxation. 


This system is revolting to the feelings of an: 
American citizen. . It never can be effectually cars. 
ried out, unless by anarmed force. The thought: 


tarif was much wanted to pay our national debt, 


————————— 
is Worse than ridiculous, that this Government; in 


Stead of the present mode, which exempts all‘from :: - 
'axation-who do not choose to` buy imported: artis > 


cles, should create hundreds of thousands of ‘tax 
collectors, who would invade the sanctity: of pri 
vate life, iatrude into every man’s house, ‘take. an 


inventory of all his goods and chattels, ‘his ‘houses: 
his hogs, Wis caf. =: 


hold furniture, take an account of 


tle, his corn and wheat, and collect æ tax on them, .. 
to. pay theit own salaries, to put ‘monéy ‘in the. 
keeping of sub-treasurers, or in Loco Foco pet. 


banks, to-be used for electioneering purposes.: It 
can never meet the sanction ‘of a! free’ people.’ 


They will. never allow. Federal : iax-gatherers, the | 
instruments of Executive power, te-examine, ‘at ~” 


their arbitrary discrétion, into “their: demestic’ df= 


fairs. To carry out the power, the officer mast be ~: 
invested with the right to search- the houses: ofthe. > 


people: They must have power to compel submis«' : 


sion to their authority—the invaluable privilege of 
trial by jury could not:be: preserved under: such a 
State of things, 


The advocates of this scheme had: “- 


better wait until the people sanction the “plan” re- 


commended to our consideration by Mr; “Van :Bu- 


ren, of organizing an army of two hundred thoue- 


sand men. : : 
Sir, if Aaron’s hand was stretched out:over: this 


land; over the streams, over the ‘rivers, and ‘over: ` 


the ponds, and brought upon :us the plage of- 


frogs, we should not be more sorely afflicted than 
by this monstrous system of direet taxation. 


And now, sir, I wish to examine a little the: 


peculiar “opinions” of the gentleman from South 


Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] and his clique, who adyos 


ca'e-a system of direct taxation in opposition to 
laying duties upon imporis, 


y That I may not be - 
misunderstood, Mr. Chairman, 1 wish to repeat,’ 


that, in examining, as I intend to do, with freedom, -: 


the opinions of the gentleman from South Caroli- 
na, I do not intend to use personalities, 
discuss doctrines, and doctrines alone. ; 

I shall contend, Mr. Chairman, that the issue 
before the American people is a system of imposts, 
of duties on imported articles, with our present 


I wish to- 


Union, on the one side, and a system of direct taxas ` 


tion, with disunion, on the other, : 


: [Here Mr. Ruerr asked Mr. Stranky to inform | 


him who had advocated disunion in connection © 


with direct taxation.] - 


iMr. Stanty said, if the gentleman will be pa- : 


tient E will show him. If {do not satisfy:bim, b 
think-I can satisfy the House of the correctness of 
what I say. And, to be short, I would: say: to'the 


gentleman, in'perfect candor, as Nathan’ said “unto: 


David, “‘Phou art the man.” I think I can’ show" 
that not only the gentleman: himself, but: ‘some of: 


his friends who approve of direct. taxation are: also: 


avowing doctrines calculated: to cool the: attache 
ment which now exists for our Unien: 


I wi:l furnish what I deem ‘thé’ proofs of. what Poe 
have: said. > { will not charge ‘upon gentlemen, 
wantonly, the desire of dissolving the Union, but I: 


do charge them with cherishing and endeavoring to ` 
propagate opinions which must inevitably lead to. 


disunion if they. receive favor:from any“respectable ` 


portion of the country, oc: +: 


I was a good deal:amused, “Mr. Chairman, ‘by: 


reading; in:the early part of-this session, a corres: 
pondence: between ‘a distinguished Senator, {Mr. 
WesstER,] and the gentleman from South Caroli 
na, (Mr. Ruerr.] ~ The gentleman will! allow: m 


to say, a correspondence conducted and published” < 


with a considérable flourish omhis part. = It seems, °: 
if I understood the matter righdy, that the: gentle- i? 


man from South Carolina- denied- that he ever 


avowed a wish to bring“the ‘North’’to the grind: ` 


stone.” Now, sir, [think the genfleman:-has avow- 


ed the wish, or he has threateued to do so. 
Mr. Ruerr asked Mr. Si when such’ a wish ot 
threat had ever been made by him? 


Mr. Sranny said, Iwil read to the gentleman: - 


some of his‘own language. . 


{ hold in my hand, sir, a pamphlet entitled “The. - 
Querist,”-in which the writer takes the same’ view’ - 
of the language of the gentleman, ‘as that taken by‘) 


myself. .He says “Mr. R. B. Ruerr, 
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with his all-powerful ‘swerd” if we do not obey 
his mandates. When he has stated his decree, he 
asks his constituents, ia the event of our nox-com- 
pliance:? : pauta - 
Now, sir, here are, the: words, of the honorable 


member, to-which I call.his attention: - : 

“Willyou submit? .If you-do, the question is sealed up to 
you and your posterity forever? ‘The principle will have passed 
into thé Constitution, and to the General Government belongs 
the power.of regulating the industry. and'controlling the pro- 
ductions ofthe whole Union. The struggle of 733 will have 
been in vain—a bitter laughing mockery to point the slow-mov- 
ing finger of scorn toyour fatal defeat at last. “Will you sub- 
mit? [see your answer in your kindling countenances—I hear 
itin the echo from the past, slill beating on the public ear—We 
will notsubmit. The alternatives are before them; direct taxa- 
tion oran equal ad valorem duty! .Thereis yet another alter- 
native: which we will leave it to them to’ present—the sword. 
Choose ye, for we are too weak in the councils of the Confede- 
racy tö choose, but we are not too weak to do all that man can 
do in maintaining the worst of these alternatives !” 


This language, I think, is extracted from a cireu- 
lar issued by the gentleman to his constitaents dur- 
ing the last Congress. 

Mr. Ruger said it was an extract from an ora- 
tion made on the Fourth of July to a portion of his 
constituents. - i 

Mr. Stranky said, then, sir, it is but another item 
of evidence 10 support my charge. If I had known, 
however, that it was a “Fourth of July speech,” I 
should have thought there was some excuse for it. 
I see now, sir, what was meant by “kindling cour- 
tenances.”? I had a copy of the gentleman’s circu- 
lar, Mr. Chairman, but I misplaced it. It was a 
copy which he honored me by sending to me. I 
think, sir, I placed it away with a bushel of Aboli- 
tion papers which I-had occasion to use during our 
late glorious campaign. I thought they were pa- 
pers of a like character, and ought to go in com- 
pany. If I had it, I could furnish stronger evi- 
dence than I have yet adduced. 

But, sir, what language this is from an American 
statesman! “Will you submil?”— ‘will you sub- 
mil?” and “we will not submit.” “The alterna- 
tives are before them—direct taxation, or an equal 
ad valorem duty.. There is yet another alternative, 
which we will leave it to them to present—the 
sword.” Mark you, sir, it is not “a grindstone.” 
Ob, no! But itis “the sword.” A direct taxation 
“grindstone.” 

But, sir, I should like the gentleman to tell us 
what they mean by saying they will not “submit.” 
What do they intend to do, if Congress is not in- 
timidated by such threats? ; 

Mr. Ruerr said be appealed to Mr. SranLy 
as a Carolinian to state what he would do if Con- 
gress passed an unconstitutional law which was 
unequal and unjust in its operations? Would he 
“submit?” 

Mr. Sranty said, Mr. Chairman, I know this 
word “submit” is rather unwelcome to Whig ears 
in modern days. Ido not fancy the word. But, 

- sir, let me tell the gentleman to make no appeals to 
me asa Carolinian.” I do not answer to that 
name. If he appeals to me as a North Carolini- 
an, I will give him an attentive ear. . 

T have no hesitation in answering the gentleman. 
Sir, if Congress should pass a law I deem uncon- 
stitutional, it would be my duty. to obtain the deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court upon it. If that. court 
pronounced the law unconstitutional, I should most 
cheerfully submit... I should do as States have hith- 
erto done in like cases. I should hold myself un- 
. worthy a seat on this floor if I impudently endea- 
vored to excite civil war because my opinion upon 
a constitutional question ‘was overruled bya ma- 
jority of. Congress and by the Supreme Court of the 
United States.” : 


.* Since the delivery of this speech, I have met wit 
of: the “Journal of the South Carolina Convention, Pi Ma 
1833,” published in Charleston in that year, from which I se. 
lect the following extract from the speech of Mr. “R, Barnweil 
“Smith,” now R, Barnwell Rhett: : 

“Mr. President, I have one more objection to urge against this 
report. It is not an objection to an error in principle, but in 
profession. -In the first column I find the following words: 
‘Ardently attached to the union of these States, the people of 
South Carolina were still more devoted to the rights of the 
States? Sir, is this profession plainly and simply true? If it 
is, let it stand.. Since your attachment might be suspected, ac- 
cumblate epithets to your. professions. Task the gentlemen 
upon this floor whether they can lay their hands upon their 
hearts and say that they are ‘ardently attached to the union of 
these States.’ Why, have we not for the last seven years been 
declaiming against this union as inflicting upon us Oppression 
and poverty, and desolation? ‘And have we not proved it, iri. 
umphantly proved it, and. throughout the wide South made 


common the high complaint that these States of this Confe-. 4 


Mr. Chairman, it would consume too much time 


to examine at length all the opinions of the gentle- 


man from South Carolina. His well-known and 
often-avowed hostility to the North makes me sus- 
picious of his direct taxation notions. . And I think, 
sir, whoever will read -the speech of that gentle- 
man delivered in this House on the Independent 
Treasury bill, on the 22d day of June, 1840, -wiil 


have ample evidence of his desire to bring the 


North to the grindstone. In that speech, which is 
before me, the gentleman says, “Indirect taxation— 
that is, laying the taxes on foreign articles when 
imported into the country—is an admirable expe- 
dient for a despotism.” 

Speaking of the people, the gentleman says: “To 
judge of the taxes they pay, they must see and un- 
derstand that they pay them; and to supervise the 
expenditure of them with the keen jealousy their 
liberties require, they should be conscious of the ex- 
act burdens they impose.” He wished to make 
the people feel what they pay—to make them con- 
scious. The gentleman says the argument that, by 
indirect taxation, the people do not see the tax col- 
lector, “is a flat and flagrant insult to the people.” 
I submit.to the gentleman if he is not liable to be 
accused of arrogance when he says the people‘can- 
not know what taxes they now pay? What pre- 
vents others from ascertaining all that he has dis- 
vered? The gentleman speaks of this system, re- 
commended to us by Washington, Jefferson, 
Madison, and others, as I have shown, as a “system 
absurd and anti-republican;” and il is in connec- 
tion with this denunciation that the gentleman 
abuses Northern manufacturers. He says: 

_ “Now, if our system of indirect taxation, by laying duties on 
imports, did not exist, the arm of the Government could not be 
used, by taxes on importations, to sustain forced prices, at the 
expense of the people, who consume the commodities; and the 
manufacturers, in common with all other producers, would be 
interested in correcting the evils of the banking system, As 
matters now stand, they are its allies, and the people are op- 
pressed by both—first from an inflated currency by the banks, 
and then by taxation, at the instance of the manufacturers, by 
which it is sustained. The effort of the manufacturers 19 to 
exempt themselves from the evils of an inflated currency, 
and to indemnify themselves by high prices, exacted from 
the people for the increased prices m the process of manu- 


facturing occasioned by the banks. The people are plundered 
by both.” 


Again, the gentleman says: “Formerly men 
plundered by open violence. Itis now better done 
by quiet legislation.” I might quote page after 
page from the gentleman’s speeches to sustain the 
charge I have made. 

I submit it to any impartial mind, if the opinions 
of the gentleman are to be relied upon, are we not 
“plundered” by the North? Is it not our duty to 
bring ‘‘plunderers” to the “grindstone?” Are not 
such sentiments calculated to produce feelings of 
alienation in different parts of the country? 

In a speech which the gentleman made in this 
House on the 2ist of January last, he gives uite- 
rance to opinions which I deem highly censu- 
rable. 

According to his habit, he deals largely in ge- 
neral assertions, without condescending to furnish 
proofs. 

The gentleman says: “Mr.. Chairman, it does 
appear to me that itis only necessary for Southern 
enterprise and industry to find a profitable market 
for our staples, and it: is immediately struck at by 
this Government.” 

Now, sir, why did not the gentleman tell us who 
strikes at the Southern markets? Have not South- 
ern gentlemen rather taken the lead upon this ques- 
tion? Has not my honorable friend from South 


deracy, by a policy as destructive as it was unprincipled, were 
practically colonized to the other sections of the Union. ‘Ar- 
dently attached to the unionfof these States!’ Where, then, is 
your talk about your Constitution and the rights it guaranties? 
You have morefthan once declared that the Constitution was 
annihilated, and annihilated under the union of these States. Is 
it now nothing—and the Union every thing without it? A con- 
solidated despotism, by virtue of this union, is erected upon the 
ruins of the Constitution, over Carolina, yet we are ‘ardently 
attached to the union of these States!’ Sir, let others think as 
they may, and act as they may, I pretend not to judge of their 
feelings or opinions, but { cannet paiter with conscience, or play 
the hypocrite. Nor can Carolina, consistently with her honor 
or her truth, dissemble as co her true situation. I boldly de- 
clare it, (and I believe that I express the feelings of the free- 
men { represent,) under the ‘Government as administered, I 
have no ardent attachment to the union of these States.? Once, 
indeed, my pulse beat high for this union. But the days of my 
boyhood have passed away, and the ‘bitterest fruit which the 
experience of manhood has brought me has been the knowledge 
of my true situation as a citizen of thisConfederacy.. What has 
this union left tous? ` It has usurped the rights, and trampled 
on the independence of our native country,”? &. é&c, 


Carolina [Mr. THompson] shown, by his able ad- 
vocacy of this measure, that a duty upon silks and 
wines is calculated to benefit the South? I con- 
gratulace that gentleman that he has disregarded 
the pitiful clamor by which we are all likely to be 
assailed for our support of this reasonable plan. It 
well became him to take the lead in this matter. It 
well became him whose gallantry resisted and 


-overcame the attempts made by one who thought 


himself invincible in South Carolina, to put him 
down. I hope the country will again have the 
benefit of the service of the gentleman from South 
Carolina in public life. His liberal sentiments and 
statesmanlike views. are especially valuable, com- 
ing from his State. I trust, sir, he will never be 
induced to follow the ridiculous dogmas of certain 
South Carolina politicians; that he will never give 
upto a party what was meant for mankind. 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
RuerTT] tells us that we of the South have borne 
discriminating duties for thirty years, for the be- 
nefit of the Northern States; and he says, “We 
must bear more, and bear it forever; yield up the 
principle of protection, and once more lie at the 
mercy of a majority in Congress—the prosperity 
of whose constituents, in their opinion, rises ex- 
actly in proportion to our oppression.” Strange 
“oppression,” under which we have groaned so 
long, when every one acquainted with the history 
of the country knows that these pretective tariffs 
were first passed by Southern statesmen, and South 
Carolina had her part, and acreditable part in it. 
But I will not into this now. 

The gentleman from South Carolina coneluded 
his speech by reading two resolutions recently 
passed by the Legislature of his State, which I will 
read, with the concluding remarks of the honorable 
gentleman: 

“Resolved, That the power given to Congress to lay and 
collect taxes, duties, and Imposts, does not authorise Congress 
to collect money excepting for revenue; and that a tariff to pro» 
tect the industry of one portion of the community, at the ex- 
pense of the other, is a violation of the spirit and letter of the 
Constitution of the United States; and when such a case occurs, 
the several States will decide for themselves the mode and mea- 
sures of redress. 

“Resolved, That the people of this State have cause to Coit: 
gvatulate themselves that the party feuds, which lately weak- 
ened the vigor of its councils, have happily ceased; and that 
South Carolinanow presents to the enemies of her policy and 
peace an undivided front; and is prepared, as she is resolved, 
o repel by proper means every aggression upon her rights, as 
a sovereign republic, the instant that aggression is attempted.” 

‘Sir, there isno misunderstanding these resolutions, although 
the may be disregarded; but he assured of one thing’ word for 
word—in spirit and in form—will they be redeemed and en- 
forced by that free and gallant people. It is not for me to an- 
ticipate their course, in an emergency which endangers their 
liberties, or appeals to theirhonor. They will be true to both; 
neither dismayed by the frowns of power, nor duped by the 
faithlessness of unprincipled cupidity.” 

I have seen the report of the Legislature of South 
Carolina, with the resolutions, two of which the 
gentleman modestly referred to—a report ordered 
to be printed here without being read, or the con- 
tents being known. It is areport altogether un- 
worthy the Legislature of South Carolina. It is 
the most insolent report (if a report of a Legislature 
can be insolent) ever presented to Congress. And, 
sir, if I had been in my seat when this report, was 
presented to the House, I should have objected to 
the reception of it. It should have been treated as 
Abolition petitions are treated—rejected without 
being read or referred. 

Look, sir, at the threatening language, “and 
when such a case occurs, the several States wili 
decide for themselves the mode and measure of re- 
dress.” Yet, sir, the sovereign Legislature of South 
Carolina evinced some little of that virtue, pru- 
dence, in this resolution. I remember during the 
debate in the Legislature of that State, when some 
feagless member wished to say that ‘“Nullification” 
was the proper redress—but notso. The Legisla- 
ture refused to say nullification was a proper 
remedy. I commend their diseretion; though I 
think it would have been more “chivalrous” to 
have declared their remedy. But the report tells 
us that “South Carolina presents to the enemies of 
her policy and peace an undivided front,” &. &c. 
Who are the enemies of her “policy and peace?” 
Does any one doubt that all the States present the 
same “undivided front” to their enemies? What 
is the cause of all this indecorous blustering? Is 
the Union to be dissolved because we do not.adopt 
the “policy” of South Carolina? Are we to be 
turned adrift from South Carolina, to lose the honor 
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of connecting our destiny with hers, unless we de- 
clare war against all banks and manufactures, and 
resort to a system of direct taxation, and continue 
the Sub-Treasury as the Jaw of the land? 

Is Congress inimical to her ¿“policy and peace,” 
jf the distribution bill is passed? Will she resort 
to her “measure of redress” if a United States Bank 
should be chartered? are we to be brought to the 
“grindstone” or the “sword,” if we do not consti- 
tute the South Carolina “peculiar position” mem- 
bers our dictafors? And hear, sir, the concluding 
words of the gentleman which I just now read: 
‘Word for word,” he tells us, “in spirit and in form 
will they be redeemed and enforced by that free 
and gallant people!” I would appeal to the ger- 
tleman, is this proper and decorous language for a 
member of the House of Representatives? One of 
two things must be the consequence—either to treat 
this childish bullying with contempt—I do not 
mean to be personally disrespectful to the gentle- 
man—or to retaliate, as may be proper for our own 
dignity, and the rights of our constituents. 

I have spoken, Mr. Chairman, in terms of cen- 
sure of the report of the South Carolina Legisla- 
ture. Ithink I had aright to do so. Ifthe Legis- 
lature had thonght proper to pass her resolutions for 
the benefit of ber owa people or the instruction of her 
Representatives, I should have regarded them with 
feelings of pity and sorrow. But thisreport and reso- 
lutions were ordered by the Legislature to be submit- 
ted tous. They have been printed by order of this 
House. I do not intend to speak disrespectfully of 
the State of South Carolina, or the people of the 
State. The glory of her distinguished sons, in war 
and in peace, I regard with enthusiastic pride. 
Their reputation is the property of the country. 
Her citizens may be misled. 1 believe they are. 
That they are,as a people, as high-minded, as 
brave, as patriotic, as any other people, I certainly 
shall not deny; but that they possess any “peculiar” 
virtues which make them superior to citizens of 
other States, no one I hope will render himselr ridi- 
culous by asserting, unless it should be some of 
those who framed this report. 

I confine my remarks to this insolent report. I 
will call the attention of the House to a part of it. 

The first page of the report refers to “ihe strange 
delusion which has distracted so many of the 
Southern Sates, and led them to unite and make 
common cause with parties whose avowed princi- 
ples are at war with the best interests of the South.” 
Here, sir, is a modest charge that Southern States 
are allied to Abolitionists ! 

I will read a part of the tenth page of the report: 
and I appeal to every Southern man, to every 
American heart, in this House, to say if this lan- 
guage is not as insulting to this House as it is de- 
rogatory to the Legislature who used it. 

“Your committee unite with the Executive in amazement at 
that delusion which could induce any Southern State to abandon 
an Administration which adhered most faithfully to the doc- 
trines which they have struggled to maintain since 1800, and 
hazard their interest by coalescing with a party to which are 
allied the Federalists and Abolitioniats, the advocates of a Na- 
tional Bank, and the persevering solicitors of a tariff for protec- 
tion; and while we rejoice to find ourselves associated on the 
one side with Virginia, the very nursery of Democracy and 
State rights, and on the other by our own offspring, the en- 
lightened people of Alabama, we feel no unkindness towards our 
immediate neighbors, and are confident, relying on their gene- 
ral good sense and right feelings, that the moment the develop- 
ment of the true character of the combined and allied opponents 
of Democracy is exposed, they will promptly and cheerfully 
unite once more with us in sustaining a common cause, with a 
sincerity and zeal worthy of their elevated character and their 
devotion to the rights and interests of the South, And your 
committee concur with his excellency in the belief that the peo 
ple of every section of the Union, firm in their principles, 
and resolved in their purposes, will once more rally in the great 
Cause of Democracy, and reinstate in office its original and uun- 
wavering aisciples. 2 

“That the late election of President of the United States was 
corrupt and indecent, wholly unworthy of a sober and discreet 
public, and calculated to degrade our country in the eyes of the 
world, observation and rumor, too well founded, itis believed, 
induce us to lament. The resortto silly pageantries, ridiculous 
emblems, and vulgar dissipation, was an Insult upon the dignity 
of freemen, and could only proceed from an utter contempt of 
their intelligence, and a readiness to degrade them to the level 
of the servile populace of transatlantic manarchies. That funds 
toa vast amount were lavished was palpable. And when it is 
recollected that the prize to be gained by opposition was the 
control of the revenues of the Union; the recuscitation of an ex- 
piring moneyed institution, whose stock is so largely owned 
abroad; and, above all, the delusive hope that there was a magic 
In change that would relieve men from the losses of improvi- 
dence or misfortune, there is great reason to conclude that the 


elective franchise was polluted by most extensive bribery and 
corruption,” 


The fourthand fifth resolutions accompanying 


this report are highly laudatory of Martin Van Bu- 
Ten, ‘this principles and policy,” and of the “steady 
and consistent adherence of her Senator, John CG, 
Calhoun, to the well-known, avowed, and mature 
principles of the State!” 

Yes, sir, while Martin Van Buren is lauded, he 
who supported the Missouri restriction, who gloried 
in “serving under the chief” who had the force bill 
passed; he who sustained the proclamation and ad- 
vocated the bill of abominations; while he is be- 


spattered with praise, North Carolina, Kentucky, . 


Tennessee, Georgia, Louisiana, and Mississippi 
are denounced as allies of Federalists and Aboli- 
tionists!! Yes, sir, reviled by this report, accused 
of coalescing with Abolitionists and Federalists, 
and the advocates of a tariff protection; accused of 
being influenced in their recentelections by the mo- 
nev power! Was ever insolence equal to this: 
“And while we rejoice to find ourselves associated 
on the one side with Virginia, the very nursery of 
Democracy and State rights, and on the other by 
our own offspring, the enlightened people of Ala- 
bama, we feel no unkindness towards our immedi- 
ate neighbors,” &c. 

Virginia and Alabama ought to be very grateful 
for this compliment, but North Carolina and Geor- 
gia are totally, irrevocably lost to all sense of gra- 
titude if they are not overwhelmed with this mag- 
nanimons condescension! To hear that the 
“sovereign” legislators in South Carolina “feel 
no unkindness towards their immediate neighbors,” 
is well calculated to arouse feelings of lasting ad- 
miration for such an extraordinary exertion of chi- 
valrous benevolence! We, then, at least, her 
“immediate neighbors,” will not be brought by this 
terrific power, either to the ‘grindstone? or the 
“sword.” We ought to have a day of thanksgiving 
for our deliverance! 

{am atno loss, Mr. Chairman, to acconnt for 
the feelings which actuated those who adopt the 
sentiments of that report. They spring from the 
disappointed ambition of the “consistent”? Sena- 
tor to whom I just now referred. It may be out 
of order to mention names; I will therefore de- 
scribe him as the Senator who is eternally seeing 
sea serpents in legislation. If he had been a Cape 
Cod fisherman, he would have done no:hing but 
chase sea serpents.. If itis proposed to lay duties 
on luxuries, he sees a “protective tariff” coming. 
If it is proposed to prevent frauds on the revenue, 
by any modification of the tariff, he sees a monster 
bank, or a great system of extravagant internal 
improvements, lurking in the proposition. 

I speak with great regret of this distinguished 
man. He once had a large portion of my admira- 
tion. Many gallant spirits, in my own State, were 
devotedly attached to him. Yes, sir, even atter he 
saw, or thought he saw, that the Sub-Treasury 
scheme was the only republican plan of taking 
care of the public money. He professed to de- 
spise Martin Van Buren; he had uniformly spoken 
of him in terms of unmingled contempt; he had 
compared him to the fox and the weasel, the mean- 
est animals of the tribe. 

But when it was seen that the Administration be- 
gan to countenance the baleful measures of Loco 
Focoism and direct taxation, and that the remarka- 
ble individual to whom I have referred had de 
parted from his lofty position, and had united him- 
self with the spoilers, the confidence of the State 
Rights patriots in North Carolina was shaken—it 
was lost. They did not now bow in slavish obei- 
sance to the man; they had regarded him as the 
defender of the South, the guardian of her inte- 
rests and honor; they admired him as the advocate 
of great principles: but when they saw him bow 
down to the footstool of power, when he had at last 
yielded— 

“Yielded with coy submission, modest pride, 

And sweet, reluctant, amorous delay’ — 
they could no more, with self respect, entertain 
feelings of admiration for him. It was melan- 
choly to see him, as I did, in social, cordial inter- 
course with Blair and Kendall and other kitchen 
pets; yes, playing second fiddle to the great hum- 
‘bugger, who was decidedly first in favor with the 


past Administration. a 
When I view him, “fallen from his high estate,” 


I feel the sincerest sorrow: 


But does it not come with a gocd grace, frem the 
admirers of his consistency, to tell the people of 
North Carolina that they are in alliance with Fe- 
deralists and A bolitionists? 4 

I confess, Mr. Chairmas, I do feel some ‘‘sensi- * 
tiveness,” as my friend from Virginia said, when I 
hear North Carolina referred ts with disrespect. 
There is some excuse for this sensibility. We. 
know it is the invariable usage of many persons 
from Virginia and South Carolina to speak con- 
iemptuously of the old North State. We have 
seen it on tris floor; we see itin the public prints; 
we see it sometimes in the Sanate—-yes, sir, even in 
the Senate. I have read a severe speech made in 
that body not long since, and it furnishes additional 
evidence that those who are fond of vilifying North 
Carolina have probably spent much of their lives 
in company with ‘“‘blue-beards, who are ragged, 
dirty, brawling, browbeating monsters, six feet 
high, whose vocation is robbing, drinking, fighting, 
and terrifying every peaceable man in the commu- 
nity.” 

I have seen it stated, by one who said he had 
passed through the State, through the turpentine re- 
gion, on a railroad, that he had seen “ihe best part 
of the State!” Why, sir, the man who travels 
through the State on a railroad, and thinks he sees 
in the turpentine region the best portion of the State, 
is as well qualified to judge of the character of the 
productions and the soil of North Carolina as a 
mole, in there Capitol grounds, is to judge of the 
architectural beauties of this hall. 

[Mr. Stranky made some other remarks in reply 
to the speech referred to, which he thinks, upon re- 
flection, did not deserve the notice he bestowed up- 
on it] 

But, sir, to pass from smaller matters, I repeat, 
itis a common thing to hear North Carolina de- 
rided. My friend from Virginia spoke of her as a 
freed “apprentice.” She may have been once in 
the condition of an apprentice to her proud sister 
Virginia; but, sir, in those days, the indentures 
were given to master workmen, like Washington, 
Henry, and Madison. Virginia may have some 
such men in her berders now; at all events, she 
keeps them at home. The indentures of North 
Carolina are now cancelled. She is free and inde- 
pendent. She has shaken off the miserable ab- 
stractions which have so long kept down her ener- 

ies. 

I do not wish, Mr. Chairman, to cast a slur upon 
the venerable Commonwealth of Virginia. No 
lover of liberty, no admirer of true greatness, no 
patriot can hear her name without feelings of ad-. 
miration. She is the mother of heroes and sages. 
There are honorable men from Virginia on this 
floor with whom I am proud to associate, political- 
ly and personally. But, sir, I do maintain that 
many of her sons, satisfying themselves with vain- 
glorious boasting of her former renown, have alto- 
gether overlooked her present lamentable condi- 
tion. In idolizing Mr. Jefferson, and venerating 
his dogmas as true as Holy Writ, they seem to 
have entertained the opinion that a Virginian born 
was of course superior to all the rest of the world. 
I have seen several specimens of these butterfly 
statesmen, who have come into Worth Carolina. 
They came witha full share of Jeffersonian doc- 
trines, with a thorough understanding, as they 
think, of the 98 and 99 resolutions, about which 
they are eternally prating, with a little “strict con- 
struction and State Yights;” and, sir, I bave often 
observed that, when they have come'in conflict with 
the plain sense of our people in North Carolina, at 
the bar, or in the legislative Halls, they are, In nine 
cases out of ten, sadly overcome. And it mast be 
so, while they think that to be a bative of Virginia 
is necessarily to be a statesman by nature. Why, 
sir, it is melancholy to reflect upon the fact, which 
I see stated im a paper of the highest character, 
that there are now in Virginia fifty thousand white 
vho cannot read ! 
ree br ee asked Mr. STaniy how many 
there were in North Carolina in the same condi- 
ion? 
MK Sranty said, sir, I do not know; I have not 
seen the returns. There are a great many, I fear, 
sit, But I wish to make the number less, I wish 
to obtain opr share of the proceeds of the sales-of 
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the public lands, that every poor child in the State 
may be educated; while most of the Virginia poli- 
ticians are strenuously resisting the distribution of 
our land money. `.. 


I confess; Mr. Chairman, that do feel. proud of 
the present political condition of North Carolina. 
{ think in.our recent political contest she sustained 
an important and highly honorable part., In the 
dall and piping times of peace, she may have slept; 
but. when she saw the rapid approaches ofthe Exe- 
cutive towards a despotism, she came forward gal- 
lantly to the rescue of the Constitution—to the res- 
cue of liberty, The words of the great novelist, 
in speaking of the character of his. countrymen, 
may, I hope, without vanity, be applied to North 
Carolina: “It has often been remarked (he said) of 
the Scottish character, that it shows most to advan- 
tage in adversity, when it seems akin. to the native 
sycamore of her: hills, which, scorning to be in- 
fluenced by the prevailing breeze, shows no wea- 
therside.to the storm, but shoots out its branches 
with equal boldness in every direction—it may be 
broken, but can never be bended.” So stands 
North Carolina, steadily in the path of duty; true 
to the Constitution, true to herself, and, therefore, 
true to the Union. Her sons, instead of dwelling 
upon the deeds of their ancestors, and resting in 
the shade of the great actions of others, bear about 
in their hearts the never-dying recollection of those 
deeds, and continually endeavor to advance her 
welfare, and make her, as she is destined to be, one 
of the first States of this Union. She stands firm, 
uninfluenced, unswayed, by the boastings and rant- 
ings of her “immediate neighbors.” She stands 
between them, like her own Pilot mountain— 
Mount Ararat among her western hills, a. distin- 
guished land-mark in the desert, to which the wea- 
ry pilgrim who may be lost in clouds of metaphy- 
sical sophistries, in the impenetrable bogs of Jeffer- 
sonian abstractions and “strict constructions,” may 
turn his eyes with undoubting confidence that in her 
borders he will find comfort and repose. 


Mr. Chairman, I have consumed a great deal 
more lime than I wished or intended. I will bring 
my remarks to a close as speedily as possible. 


I bave mentioned, Mr. Chairman, that some 
others besides the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Ruzrt] appeared to favor direct taxation. 
The gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Tompson,} 
if I understood him correctly, found fault with the 
system ofindirect taxation. The gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. Huxparp] said “direct taxation 
ought not to be denounced;” and, sir, the same 
gentleman said, in the spirit and manner of the ad- 
vocates of direct taxation, “ihe gentleman from 
New York would have trouble if he attempted to 
enact a tariff law”—a protective tariff I presume 
he meant. I should be glad to know what the gen- 
iloman meant by “trouble.” 


(Mr. Hussard was understood to say, ifa pro- 
tective tariff should be fixed upon the Southern coun- 
try, the people of his State would not submit. 


Mr. Sranty asked, what does the gentleman 
mean by not submitting? 


Mr. Hossaky said he meant resistance by any 
means, by force]. 


Mr. STANLY said, l expected to hear the gentle- 
man say so; it furnishes additional evidence that a 
spirit of disunion animates these advocates of di- 
rect taxation. The gentleman.; also said, if I un- 
derstood him, that “the people of-.the new States 
would not: submit to distribution.” Let me ask the 
gentleman what he will say if New York, Ohio, 
and Pennsylvania were to say, or either. of them, 
that they. would not submit to pre-emption laws? 
If New York should tell us she would not submit 


to a United States Bank? What is to be the cha-. 


racter of-our- legislation if remarks of this kind 
are indulged in? ; 


I wish to notice but one remark more of the gen- 


tleman‘from South Carolina, {Mr. Ruerr,] He 
told us:he' felt it to-be peculiarly his duty, coming 
from South Carolina, to resist the proposition to 
tax wines and- silks.: One. would: suppose; from 
the gentleman’s manner of treating the subject; that 


the people of his district and State consumed more 


< wines and silks. than the people of all the other 


States together. I understand that gentleman 
has not more than a thousand voters in his dis- 
trict. OO 


[Mr. Ruzrr was understood to say about fifteen 
handred.} 


Well, sir, fifteen hundred. Why, sir, my- dis- 
trict gives about six thousand, and there are seve 
ral others in my State which give a much larger 
vote. AndJ have the vanity to suppose, sir, that 
my <constituents make as ‘much use of silks and 
wines as the constituents. of the gentleman from 
South Carolina. I believe also, sir, that they have 
as much good sense, and can as readily perceive 
when they are oppressed, as the South Carolina 
people. 


Itis really ridiculous, sir, to hear gentlemen 
from that State speak so feelingly cf their “oppres- 
sions” by these “‘plundering” tariff laws. Why, 
sir, the district of my friend from Ilinois [Mr. 
Sruart] gives nearly 60,000 votes! Yes, a single 
district. These hardy people in Mlinois, although 
they are able and willing to encounter danger and 
hardships, still they know the comforts of luxu- 
ries; they clothe their wives and daughters in 
silks. They know what wine is. - Now, sir, com- 
pare this District with the State of South Carolina.* 
I have ascertained, by applying at the State De- 
partment, that the “total number of white males 
over 21 years is 53,705”—fifty-three thousand se- 
ven hundred and five, in the whole State! North 
Carolina gave more than 80,000 votes for President 
last November. Ohio gave more than one hun- 
dred and seventy thousand votes at the Jast elec- 
tion. Does the gentleman believe Sonth Carolina 
consumes more luxuries than all these Buckeyes? 
Why, sir, I know they have a reasonable attach- 
ment for “hard cider,” but they love good wine, 
and they drink it, and their wives and daughters, 
as well as ladies elsewhere, deck themselves in silks. 
Does not the gentleman suppose that Pennsylvania 
with more than two hundred and eighty thonsand 
votes, consumes her share of these luxuries? I beg 
the gentleman to think of the glorious Empire State 
—of New York, with her four hundred and thirty- 
eight thousand voters—with a population of more 
than two million three hundred thousand: does he 
not think they consume some luxuries? I know 
something of New York. I never hearher name 
without emotions of pleasure. I was there Jast 
year, sir, and saw her people assembled together, 
twenty and thirty thousand ata time. I heard the 
welkin ring with their shouts as the glad tidings of 
victory came in from North Carolina. I gazed 
with admiration and pride at her magnificent pub- 
lic works, and while borne along, as if by magic, 
through her rich valleys and fruitful hills, I felt at 
home; her territory was part of my country, her ci- 
tizens were brothers; we were all struggling toge- 
ther, with one mind and one spirit, in resisting the 
encroachments of power. While I gazed in won- 
der and astonishment at the majestic cataract on 
her northern border—a scene which nature seems 
to have made for her own gratification—even this 
was insignificant in comparison with the moral 
Niagara of a noble people like hers, casting aside 
all attachment for her degenerate son, and gallant- 
ly coming to the rescue of the country. It is not 
only a glorious country, but it is inhabited by a no- 
ble race of men—men of, strong arms and stout 
hearts. Sir, I wish the gentleman from South 
Carolina would visit that country. He ought to go 
there, and see what industry and enlightened pub- 
lic spirit can do in a wilderness. Look at her cha- 
ritable institutions, her asylums for the deaf and 
dumb, for the blind, her common schools. He will 
see the difference between a people, a working peo- 
ple, guided by the lessons of experience and com- 
mon. sense, and one whose leaders are eternally 
in chase of sea serpents and jack-c-lanthorns in 
politics. , 

Instead of. finding a nation of “plunderers,” as 
he.and the South Carolina clique seem to regard 


“The population of South Carolina is: Total number of 
whites, 259,002; free colored, 8,279; slaves, 327,158—total ag- 
gregate, 594,439, 
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our Northern. people, he will find an educa'ed, 
hospitable, brave, and intelligent population.. Yes, 
sir, they have been “plunderers” once; they may 
be again, if honor requires it; they are ready and 
able.to “plunder” a British army, if our soil should 
be invaded. I wish the gentleman would go there 
and look at that noble werk, ker Erie Canal, by 
which New York is making Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois, 
Michigan, yes, even the Territory of Wiskonsan, 
tributary to her. Let him go there, agd while 
upon the glad waters of Lake Erie he thinks of the 
name of Perry, and does not feel his heart beat 
with pride, if he does not feel that even there he is 
at home, he has not an Ameriean heart in his 
bosom. š 

Mr. Chairman, if I can be excused while I say a 
few words npon a proposition I introduced some 
time since, I will conelude. 


In June, 1836, Congress ordered the surplus 
money in the Treasury on the Ist January, 1837, 
excepting five millions of dollars, to be deposited 
with the States. The sum to be distributed was- 
$37,468,859 97. 


This sum had arisen from the sales of the public 
lands. It was intended to be a distribution bill—it 
was so declared at the time. It was called a depo- 
site to save it from the veto of the ther President, 
who had defeated the distribution. bill by the law- 
less exercise of his power. -He would have vetoed 
this bill, but that he knew it would be passed, in 
spite of his objections, by twc-thirds of both Houses. 
At the extra session in September, 1837, a law was 
passed, at the recommendation of the President, 
withholding the payment of the fourth instalment 
from the States. 


Many of the States have regarded this as a dis- 
tribution bill. Some of them have divided 1t among 
their citizens; others have appropriated it to pur- 
poses of internal improvements. Even the act of 
1837 gives proof that Congress intended the money 
should be paid to the States. The law proposed to: 
withhold the fourth instalment until otherwise pro- 
vided by law. On the motion of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Pickzns,] it was post. 
poned until the Ist day of January, 1839. That 
day has come and passed. The money is not yet 
paid. The Sub-Treasurers may tell where it is; I 
cannot. 


Tt is a debt due to the States. Public honor, na- 
tional faith, public justice, demands. that it should 
be paid. I fear there is no hope that this Congress 
will do justice to the States. That the next Admi- 
nistration will, I feel confident. 


I was under a pledge to bring in a bill to pay the 
fourth instalment to the States; but the dominant 
party in this House have prevented the considera- 
tion of the bill. On the 12th of February, I asked 
leave of the House to introduce a bill to pay the 
fourth instalment whenever the public debt should’. 
be paid. Leave was refused—ayes 66, noes 83. x 
And, sir, there was but one supporter of the Admi- 
nistration among the yeas! This conclusively 
shows the feeling of the Van Buren party. 

Mr. Mauory of Virginia said he had voted for 
it as an act of courtesy to the gentleman from . 
North Carolina. He was opposed to the bill. 


Mr. Sranty said: There is no gentleman in this — 
House from whom I should feel more honored by 
an act of courtesy than the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia; but, sir, I presume he was the only one who 
was opposed to the bill that voted with that motive. 

I wish, sir, to lay a duty on luxuries to pay this 
fourth instalment. ` 

Ihave a table before me, taken from a public: 
document, which shows the amounts paid each 
State by the three instatments. ‘The third column 
contains the amounts due each State, proposed to. 
be paid: by the bill I wished to introduce. And I 
wish gentlemen to observe that the fourth column . 
shows the amount which each State must be taxed 
to refund, if Mr. Woodbury’s proposition to recall 
the deposites should hereafter prevail. : 


From SENATE Doc. No.}14, 26th Conernss—iet Sussron. °°. 


Statement in answer to ‘the first qu 
resolutions of the Senate of the 
ruary 16, 1839, showing the amount of money dporitea 
with ihe several States under the act of June 23, 1836, and 


estion contained in ‘th 


nited States, passed Feb. * 


aie fete NEER RAE 


Feb. 1841. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


96TH CONG. --.2np SESS. 


the several periods at which the said deposites or transfers 
were made. 


Z > is 2 3 
5 grez | BRE sp3 | $ 
© F345 Rac ages | 
R seges mes Bosh ot 2 
2 whee ene oR | 8 
ieee nag 2g ras | = 
m Segq | Bes Bas u 
8 Nees | SES SSS | sg 
Maine $318,612 75| $318,612 75| $318,612 75) $955,838 25 
N. Hampsh 023 93} 223,028 931 223,028 93} 669,086 79 
Mass’ta 446,057 86) 446,057 86| 446.057 86, 1,338,173 68 
Vermont 223,023 93} 223,028 93} 223,028 93! 669,086 79 
Connecticut | 254,890 20) 254,890 20) 254,890 20! 764,670 60 
Rhode Island) 127,445 10| 127,445 10) 127,445 16! 382,335 30 
New York 11,338,173 57)1,338,173 57)1,338, 173 57) 4,014,520 71 
‘New Jersey | 254,890 20) 254,890 20) 254,890 20' 764,670 60 
Penusylva’a| 955,838 26} 935,838 26! 955,838 26! 2,867,514 78 
Delaware 95,583 83) 95,533 83) 95,583 83; 6,751 49 
Maryland 318,612 75) 318,612 75| 318,612 7 955,838 25 
Virginia 732,809 33) 732,809 33| 732,809 33: 2,198,427 99 
N. Carolina | 477,919 13| 477,919 13} 477,919 13! 1,433,757 39 
S. Carolina | 350,474 03} 350,474 03) 350,474 03) 1,051,422 09 
Georgia 350,474 03) 350,474 03| 350,474 03} 1,051,422 09 
Alabama 223,028 93] 223,028 93) 223,028 93! 669,086 79 
Louisiana - *B18,612 76| 159,306 38: 477,919 14 
Mississippi 7 1254,890 20} 127,445 10; 382,335 30 
Tennessee | 477,919 13) $477,919 13) 477,919 13) 1,433,757 39 
Kentucky | 477,919 13| 477,919 13) 477,919 13} 1,433,757 39 
Ohio 669,086 78} 669,086 78| 669,086 Tz 2,007,260 34 
Missouri 147,445 10) 127,445 10| 127,445 10, 382,335 30 
Indiana 286,751 48| 286,751 48) 285,751 48 860.254 44 
Illinois 159,306 38} 159,306 38} 159,306 38, 477,919 14 
Michigan 95,383 83| 95,383 83| §95,983 £3 286,751 49 
Arkansas 45,583 83} (145,583 §3} 95,583 83: 286,751 49 
9,030,263 4919,703,766 4519,367,614 97/98 L6H 9! 


*This sum was transferred under date of April 13, 1837. 

iThis sum was transferred under date of May 23, 1837. 

$125,000 of this sum was transferred under date of June 3, 
A of this sum was transferred under date of July 15,1939. 

$100,000 of this sum was transferred under date, of June 7, 
839, f ; WM. SELDEN, 

Treasurer of the United States. 
TREASURER’s OFFICE, November 14, 1839. 

Here is a plain question, easy of comprehension. 
The Secretary of the Treasury has told us, often, 
that these deposites still belonged to the General 
Government. He calls them our deposites, again 
and again. I propose to release the States from all 
obligation to pay back thismoney. The dominant 
party refuse to do so. I make the issue with that 
party: will you release the States—will you give up 
this money to them—will you pay them the fourth 
instalment; or will you recall the deposites already 
with them? It this money jusily belongs to the 
States, why not give it to them? But you contend 
it does not; then, assuredly, you must, when you 
can, take away from them the money already re- 
ceived. Let the people understand this. I quote 
Mr. Woodbury’s own language, and I say the ques- 
tion is correctly and fairly stated, when he, in his 
annual report, December, 1839, says: f 

“We must either provide for recalling portions cf the public 
money now deposited with the States, or establish an adequate 
system of direct taxation, or at once resort to the contingent 
power contemplated in the existing laws concerning the tariff, 
when changes become necessary for purposes of revenue, and 
restore the duty on several articles of luxury now free.” 

I am willing to stand by this issue before the 
people. Will you tax the States, oppressed as they 
are with debt, to pay back the sums mentioned in 
the fourth column just referred tc? 

Will you bring upon this country the dreadful 
horrors of a system of direct taxation, witha stand- 
ing army necessary to sustain it? or will you tax 
luxuries imported into the ceuntry, the burden of 
which the rich alone can feel? 

Mr. Chairman, I have nearly concluded. I feel 
conscious of having consumed much time. 1 have 
done so in the discharge of my duty. For the 
present, I part with the gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina. In discussing his opinions publicly de- 
clared, I have not intended to use personalities. I 
do most cordially and from my soul abominate his 
political principles. I regard members of Con- 
gress holding his opinions as worse than Abolition- 
ists. The Abolitionists, the Tappan Van Buren 
Abelitionists, are a contemptible handful of de- 
luded fanatics, ignorant of what they speak, igno- 
rant of what they wish to do. They are unac- 
quainted with our institutions, and I believe know 
little of our form of Government. But these po- 
liticians who are eternally accusing their Northern 
brethren with “plundering,” who perpetually strive 
to creaté discord and hostility between different 
sections, seem willing, with a knowledge of the 
blessings of our Union, after having lived and 
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prospered under it, to čestroy the most perfeet 

form of Government tke world has ever seen. 

Mr. Chairman, I regret to have perceived that 
one of my colleagues [Mr, SHEPARD] seems to 
have an inclination to support some of these opi- 
nions. If I could be surprised at any thing in this 
changing world, I should have been surprised at 
some of his opinions. He spoke of the “greedy 
manufacturers,” and cf the “free trade party; he 
spoke of those who were “hungry and thirsty after 
plunder;” and intimated that, while one section 
might receive a “shower of gold, another was bur- 
dened and oppressed.” 

But what added more to my surprise was, to hear 
him cppose distribution. Yes, sir, the gentleman 
said that “the northwestern territory no more be- 
longed to Virginia than to China,” and he said he 
was glad to see that one in whose opinion he had 
confidence said it was sound doctrine—be referred 
to the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Anams] If I had said this, I might have 
been accused of favoring Abolition. But I con- 
gratulate my colleague that he and the gentleman 
from Massachusetts are fonnd agreeing; and F must 
say, sir, I presume they are the only two in this 
House who concur in that onision. - 

My colleague said he did it with no unkind feel- 
ings, but a great change had come over gentle- 
men.” Now, sir, I think he is mistaken, the 
change has come over him. I think he once favor- 
ed distribution. 

{Here Mr. Suerarn said he shouid like to have 
the proof that he ever had favored distribution.] 

Mr. Sranty referred to his votes at the extra ses- 
sion, in September, 1837, when he opposed the 
postponement of the fourth instalment, and made a 
speech upon it, 

Mr. SHeparp was understood to say that, at that 
lime, he was a very young man, and that he wish- 
ed the money paid to the States, because he thought 
the Government did not need it. And that was 
more then three yeacs ago. 

Mr. Stranky said, my colleague pleads “infan- 
cy;”—-(some member said: The statute of limita- 
tions too.) No, said Mr. S. I know he does not 
intend to rely on that. But, sir, the plea of “in- 
fancy” cannot avail him. We were both young 
men then—he some years my senior; I had known 
him long; he was always sagacious, shrewd, and 
cool, never apt to act hastily. I listened to his 
speech with pleasure. We then stood side by side, 
denouncing corruption,and advocating the same 
measures. 

It was his maiden speech. At the risk of being 
tedious I will read an extract. I make a long quo- 
tation that I may not be accused of doing him in- 
justice: 

Extract from the speech of Mr. C, Sueparp on the bill to 
postpone the fourth instalment of the payment to the States, 
delivered in the House of Representatives, September 2\si, 
Mie there be a deficiency in the Treasury, and this money 

which was promised to the States could he used, it is not pro- 


per that it should be withheld. They did not petition Congress 
for this boon; several of them, indeed, were opposed tothe po- 


licy of the measure, and were partially forced into the accept. 


ance of their shares; but after they had been led to expect this 
fund, and have commenced works of internal improvement, 
have founded schools and seminaries, and made other expendi- 
tures of local 1mportance, it is not just that they should be dis- 
appointed. This is not a cortract which could be enforced in 
a court of justice; but as the Governments of this Confederacy 
were erected for the benefit of the people, they should act to- 
wards each other with good faith and the strictest honor, in or- 
der that confidence and harmony might be permanently esta- 
blished. If this instalment be not paid, some of the States may 
be compelled to create stock and make loans to comply with 
their engagements; and here, perhaps, might be another source 
of derangement in the money market in the Union. i 
“An honorable gentleman from Kentucky hassuggesied that 
the bonds of the Bankof the United States should be sald to 
supply the wants of the Treasury; these bonds would probably 
be sought after in London or Amsterdam, and their sale in Eu- 
rope would have a tendency to lower the rate of exchange, and 
hasten the return tospecie payments. As the Government has 
been hostile to that institution, and isanxiens to be freed from 
all connection with banks, this plan of relief is not only feasi- 
ble, butought tobe satisfactory to the Executive. If this be 
not agreeable, let us fail to carry into effect the extravagant ap- 
propriations of the last Congress; let the salaries of ali the ofi- 
cers of this Government be reduced; let us return to the simpli- 
city andeconomy of our predecessors, untilwe again have a 
redundant Treasury. g DEES A 
“Some gentlemen were in favor of this bill because i is not 
constitutional to levy money to be distributed among the States. 
No man ever claimed this power for the National Government. 
The surplus reveaue has arisen from the sale of the public 
lands, aud the ‘deposite bill’ is the fairest and most equitable 
mode of division. i 
ONO patriot would aitempt to disturb the ‘compromise act;’ 
and, ifcommerce revives, the revenue must be greater than & 


frugal Government can expend; andit would be wiser to anti- ay 
Cipate our future income in the payment of this ‘instalment, '* 
ae to place in the hands of any Administration a large amount 
of money. 
will be created; salaries will be increased; and every effort 
will be made to sustain parties at the expense ‘of the 


people; or the scrambie for appropriations will again. ¢om-..:: 


mence on this floor--harbors for particular sections, and: 


to improve private property, creeks and rivets, “never bê- ( 


fore heard of, will again put in their claims for national: 
patronage. Sir, in this contest for the public money, alike de- 
tading to the Representative and corrupting to the people, 
orth Carolina would get but little; therefore, if it is collected, > | 
and is not wanted for the constitutional purposes of the Govern- 
ment, common sense and common justice demand of me to sup- ; 
port an equitable distribution. But is there a deficiency inthe: ` 
Treasury? ‘The honorable gentleman from Tennessee has made’ 
a lucid statement, from which it would appear that the Govern 
menthas ampie means; the Secretary has sent us his report; 
the members of the ‘Ways and Means’ have made theirs, and 
they all disagree in the conclusions at which they arrive. T also 
have made a calculation, but as older heads have differed, I 
shall not trouble the House with my arithmetic, and I shall 
content myself with the belief that there is no need of this bill, 
until itis proved more satisfactorily. 

“Several gentlemen have indulged in sarcastic remarks on 
the Secretary of the Treasury. It would be mbecoming in me 
to follow their example, but I must say, with due respect to that | - 
officer, that he draws largely on the patience and generosity of © 
the American people. This country is free from det, its citi- 
zens are industrious and enterprising.they have been blessed with 
fruitful seasons, and yet they have been suddenly arrested in 
their career of prosperity without foreign war, without the o- 
currence of extraordinary calamity, The schemes of the finan- 
cial officer have signally failed, and he now comes up to thie 
House io propose the abandonment of a cherished policy, the 
creation ofa new debt, and a novel experiment upon. the ré- 
sources of the country. Sir, if, under these circumstances, a : 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had opened such a budget aa this 
to the British Parliament, he would have been acouted, and the 
King’s Ministers would have thought themselves well off to 
have saved their heads. Buthere, in this boasted land ofin- 
ielligence, the people suffer from the knavery or ignorance of 
their rulers, and many again submit to the yoke of party, and 
permit themselves to be again wheeled by artful appeals to 
their passions and prejudices. 

“But, sir, Lhave departed from the subject. I rose merely to ` 
express my dissent to the bill under discussion, and to state ` 
what I consider the feelings and interests of North Carolina. 
When the great questions Involved in the President’s_ message 
are properly before us, Lmay again trouble the committee with 
a few remarks.” 


Now, sir, I leave it to the House to judge if my 
colleague did not favor distribution. If he did not 
contend then, asI did, and do now, that the sur- 
plus revenne arose from the sale of the publie 
lands, did he not advocate ‘division,’ of the reve- 
nuedrom lands? Did he not support “an equitable 
distribution?” If “the good faith and strictest ho» 
nor” required a payment of this land money to the 
States, has the lapse of three years changed the na- 
ture of “good faith and honor?” 

My colleague is mistaken, sir; he has changed, 
not the Whig party. He is like the drunken man, 
who went to bed, and waited until the bed turned 
round again that he might lie down. 

My coileague told us, in conclusion, that if “the 
new President should think and act. for the whole 
nation, and not fora clique, or particular section, 
no member of the House would give him a more | 
cordial support than himself.” The gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. RuETT,] one of my 
colleague’s ‘‘cl:que, or particular section” friends, 
gave utterance to something like the same senti- 
ment. Now I beg of them—keep away from us 
Do any thing but befriend us. We defy your op- 
position, but fear your friendship; it contributed 
much towards breaking down Mr. Van Buren. 

I wish I hed ume, Mr. Chairman, to go into this .. 
question of distribution, but I know it is needless. °' 
if any question was ever well discussed, this has 
been. The whele argument will be found in the: 
celebrated report of Mr. Clay, when the: question 
first arese for the examination of Congress. In 
another report, made by Mr. Ewing, the argument 
was again presented with great power. We have 
heard it with great ability from the Senate during 
this session. Let me tell my friend from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wise] in answer, fo his fantastice idea of 
“distributing a deficiency,” that we propose to dis-: 
tribute the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, and to supply any deficiency in the Treasu- 
ry by imposing daties on luxuries. We impose 
duties on luxuries not to distribute, but to support 
Government, “to pay debts,” which he admits we 
have tbe power to do. i 

The money ari:ing from the sales of the publie 
lands we contend is a sacred fund, not to be squan- 
dered by the General Government. Give the pro- 
ezeds to the States; it will lessen executive patro-: 
nage; the States can then, in a great measure, adopt: 
their own system of internal improvements, and 
keep cut the hands of the General Government, 


Tt wiil be used for selfish purposes; -more offices.. a 
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My friend from Virginia said the land money 
could not be separated from the money arising from 
customs.. If this argument’ be good, no man who 
is the‘administrator of more than one estate, guar- 
dian of more than-one child, or trustee for several 
persons, (all of which frequently takes place,) no 
one, in'such cireumstances, could be forced to set- 
tle his accounts. This General Government is. a 
trustee; admit that, we can distribute peaceably and 
fairly. ` ; 

I confidently look forward to the time when this 
fourth instalment will be paid—when national faith 
and honor will be regarded. I will not suffer a 
doubt to rest in my mind that the distribution bill 
will yet be the law of the land. ‘Common sense 
and common justice demand it. Your suffering 
country demands it. After the fitful existence of 
the present party shall have ended, let us join our 
efforts to put down Loco Focoism forever. Let us 
not, in our struggles for party ascendency, forget 
we have a country to serve. I most fervently hope 
I shall see the day when this great measure shall 
pass; when North Carolina shall successfully esta- 
blish a system of common schools. I long to be- 
hold the day when the school house and the temples 
of the living God shall be in the reach of every 
family in her borders. Let not the glorious revolu- 
tion of 1840 be without its benefits to those to whom 
we are chiefly indebted for it—the log cabin men of 
the country. 

Educate the poor; elevate the condition of those 
who are to be our reliance in peace, our defence in 
war. Let every man in the nation be able to read 
his bible, and the farewell address of ihe Father of 
his country. Let itbe known. that by education, 
industry, and perseverance, the highest honors of 
our Government are in the reach of the humblest 
citizen. Diffuse education, and you advance the 
Christian religion; and the abominable doctrines of 
Loco Focoism, disunion, and direct taxation, will 
no longer find encouragement in any portion of our 
free and happy country. 

Mr. Chairman, in bringing forward the proposi- 
tion to raise revenue as I have mentioned, I was 
influenced by a desire to serve the whole country.° 
My friend from Virginia [Mr. Wise] said, in speak- 
ing of this tariff question, with an air of triumph, 
“Try it, and see who will take the back track, like 
boys from a hornet’s nest.” I know, sir, it is 
much easier, and sometimes thought best, to swim 
with a- popular current than to oppose it, although 
we may believe opposition to be right. I have 
thought otherwise. I like to take a litte responsi- 
bility~-I feel that I can safely rely upon the inte- 
grity, common sense, and patriotism of my consti- 
tuents. 

But, sir, if they should, as my friend intimated, 
disapprove of my conduct, I am ready to meet 
them. : I should glory in being left at home by the 
attempt to discharge my duty. I have never 
sought office, I never will. Iam ready to go to 
my constituents, as I did in the case of the ridicu- 
lous Atherton caucus, and tel! them, if they disap- 
prove of my conduct, I shall be happy in defeat. 
The hornet’s stings have no terrors for me. Keep 
away the hornet stings of conscience; give me the 
satisfaction of knowing I have discharged my duty 
to North Carolina-and to the country, and success 
is comparatively nothing, 

I fear, sir, my ardent devotion to North Caroli- 
na may appear to some rather akin to Virginia 
boasting, which I havé censured. I hope not. 
Though I love her honor snd wish to promote her 
welfare, the wish does not monopolize my heart. 
It is nearest to it, but it is not alone. To love 
North Carolina is to love the Unionh—he who loves 
the Union must respect the old North State, for in 
all past conflicts she has never been shaken in her 
attachment to-her sister States. No mater how 
violently the storm of Locofoco Abolition, aided by 
foreign influence, may prevail in one section, or 
the ridiculous fury of direct taxation, prompted by 
the spirit of disunion, may rave and fret in anc- 
ther, the North State stands firm and unshaken; 
yes, firm as the far-famed and mest dangerous 
premonotory on her coast—particalar porlions may 
be separated for a while, but the great body will 
remain steady, defying even the tage of Ocean it- 
self—yes firm as ‘the hearts of her people are in | 


devotion to true Republican principles and in un- 
dying attachment to our glorious Union. 

I wish to make her like New York in internal im- 
provements; like Massachusetts and Connecricut 
are abounding in school-houses and in charitable 
institutions. I wish her to imitate her sister States 
in this exhibition of true Yankee feeling and spirit; 
the true American spirit which in war shows itself 
at the point of the bayonet, not in words; in peace, 
in cultivating the arts and promoting the good of 
the whole peop’e. And, sir, if I fall, as mv friend 
from Virginia anticipates, let me fall. The interest 
of my country and my State demand that I advo- 
cate this measure. That man is fortunate whose 
happy lot itis to fall in the service of his State. 
He leaves an invaluable legacy to h's children. I 
desire no greater honor, I shall be “twice blessed” 
if lean enable those, by whom I may be remem- 
bered, to say of me he fell in the service of his 
country. 


SPEECH OF MR. SOUTHARD, 
OF NEW JERSEY. # 

In Senate, January 15 and 16, 1841—On the per- 
manent pre-zmption bill, and the amendments 
proposed to it. H 7 
Mr. SOUTHARD said that he wished to express 

the views which he entertained onthe subject of 
the present bill. And though! he” could not but 
regret the Jate hour at which he Was compelled to 
commence, yet, as he desired that no delay 
should be occasioned on his account, he would 
proceed. 

I understand (said Mr. S.) the questions before 
the Senate to be, first, on the amendment moved 
bythe Senator from South Carolina, {Mr. Cat- 
HoUN,] which proposes a cession of all the public 
lands to the States in which they lie, with a par- 
tial graduation. of their price when in the hands of 
the States. This was offered in the form of an 
amendment to a previous amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Kentocky, [Mr Carrren- 
peN,] which provided for a distribution of the 
proceeds of the public domain among all the 
States of the Union, with a partial pre emp- 
tion granting to the settler, if his property 
was not worth over a thousand dollars, three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land at the Government 
price. It is possible that I might bring my mind 
to consent to all these matters in a modified form— 
I might vote for something in the shape of pre- 
emption and graduation, provided they should be 
Strictly limited and placed on safe principles 
—but for neither, unless limited with a plan of dis- 
tribution. 

In approaching this question, permit me to re- 
mark, in the first place, that I cannot consent to 
aethere under what I regard only as a threat, 
founded on the power which may in future be ex- 
erted, if we do not consent to yield up these lands 
now. The Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Sevier] 
was pleased to commence and to close his remarks, 
addressed as they were, or shcu'd have been, to the 
intelligence and judgment of the Senate, with a di- 
rect intimation that we must now do what was re- 
quired of us,or, when there should be power in 
the new States to enforce their will on this subject, 
we should be compelled to yield to necessity. Ido 
not understand that kind of argument as addressed 
to the intellect, and much less to the conscience of 
a Senator, in the discharge of his high duty. When 
a great question is to be discussed, I do not com- 
prehend how my judgment is to be made to yield 
by having it caid to me, give these lands now, or 
hereafter we will take them as soon as we shall 
have strength to do so. I am not to be convinced 
by an argument of that character. If the dictates 
of my judgment and a solemn sense of publie 
daty lead me to refuse my assent to measures pro- 
posed here, no appeal to future power, no threat 
of future vengeance, will induce me to record my 
vote in their favor. Such questions should he de~ 
cided without reference to threats of any kiad, and, 
in my apprehension, they are very ill-applied toa 
body like this, consisting of the high representa- 
tivesof States, and standing here under the shield 
of the Constitution, for the protection of the rights 
of the people and the States which sent them. 

Again. There has been introduced in the pre- 


_ the excitement of such a scene. 


sent argument much which relates to the catch- 
words of p?rty, and the emblems and ensigns em- 
ployed in the time of the election, to obtain the 
benefit of the impression they might make amidst 
I ask, what have 
these to do with the grave questions, to whom be- 
long the public lands? and what is the duty of Go- 
vernment in their management? These questions 
are very little connected with log cabins. What 
have they or other politicalemblems to do with 
the inquiry, what is now our duty? Was the 
word log cabin intreduced both into the billand the 
title, as reported from the Land Committee, by way 
of sneer? And can a sneer conquer the judgment 
or convince the conscience? Orare these things 
intended to forward electioneering and party pur- 
poses? The question before us is far. higher than 
those connected with the temporary occupacy of 
the Executive chair. It connects itself with the 
origin and foundation of our institutions—-vith all 
that has followed from that eventful moment to the 
present—and it presses on all that is hereafter to 
effect our children and our children’s children. 
Such a question had no appropriate connection with 
electioneering emblems. 

It is proper that Ishould thus notice these things, 
because I intend, as far as 1 can control my 
feelings, to avoid entirely ajl such allusions; and 
whenever I find myself approaching, in the course 
of my argument, any point to which they have been 
directed, I will endeavor to prevent myself from 
turning aside to reply to the arguments derived 
from them. 

This is said to be a question of great excitement. 
It is so; but it ought to beso only because of the 
magnificent and profound interest which is inherent 
in the subject itself. Itshould not bea question of 
that species of excitement referred to in the debate, 
and which is found here, and in the State Legisla- 
tures, and among politicians, to a far greater de- 
gree than among the plain, laborious, unsophisti- 
cated portion of the community, either in the 
West or the East. It is easy to see why it is here 
made a question of great excitement, and’ the mo- 
tives which lead gentlemen to make itso. It is so 
exciting in the Legislatures of some of the States 
because it isa question which addresses itself to 
the removal of the most painful of all the duties 
which the members of those bodies have to dis- 
charge. Ifa system of pre-emption and graduation 
and cession could be fully accomplished upon 
terms which they desire, they would be relieved 
from many onerous duties, Taxation would give 
them no trouble, internal improvements become a 
light burden, our joint property be the easy remedy 
for such difficulties. There is no mystery in the 
reason why politicians and legislatures make this a 
question of excitement; but it should be freed from 
all such associations and influences. Here is an 
immense domain, the common property of the Uni- 
ted States. It is admitted even now, and has been, 
in this debate, to be the common property of the 
whole Union, and the question is, what obligation, 
under the history of the Revolution, the terms of 
cession, and the principles of the Union, rests upon 
us in the management and disposal of this great 
common property? 

The first plan is offered to us by the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] and proposes| a 
distribution of the whole domain, lying within nine 
of the States, to those States, It givesit to them, 
and they either take it, by cesssion, and obtain 
the legal title to it, and perfect control over it, or 
they are to be the agents of this Government for 
its management. From the argument of the Sena- 
tor, I could not distinctly understand whether his 
amcndment was intended to secure on absolute ces- 
sion to those States, so that Congress can no 
longer have any control over the property—or 
whether the States are to be regarded as the agents 
of the General Government, to carry out its purpo- 
ses, and to make return to itof the results of their 
agency. In the first case, that of an actual cession 
of the whole territory to the States, the United 
States lose their title to the land, if they have one, 
and the States require it, and have the Jand as their 
own, absolute, indefeasible inheritance. . When 
this shall-be the case, if the doctrines which have 
been advanced by gentlemen from the new States 
be correct, all the obligations which those States 
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may assume will be, not parchment, but pack- 
thread, broken by the slightest effort of the weak- 
est among them. If the principles which have 
been asserted here be sound, that must be the re- 
sult. Ido not permit them to be so, but, arguing 
with those who do, I point them and others to the 
consequence which I think must ensue when the 
States shall possess the lands in a fee simple, and 
have the absolute control over them. They will 
take them—deny your right of interference; nay, 
deny that you have any interest in them. Their 
State sovereignty over all lands within their limits 
will be the ready answer to all your claims and 
rights. 

But suppose the States to be mere agents of the 
Union to execute the duty which the General Go- 
vernment has entrusted to them in discharge of its 
own high trust under the instrument of cession. 
Put them in that position, andthen how stand we? 
With our present land system still to control them, 
if we appoint officers to receive our portion of the 
money, we must keep up our registers and re- 
ceivers, our land districts in the States, and our 
land department here. I mean that, so far as these 
States are concerned, all the characteristics and all 
the expenses of the existing land system must stil! 
continue. We gain nothing, or so little, that it is 
not worth consideration in relieving ourselves from 
responsibility and expense. They are our agents, 
and, as such, they must appoint agents of their 
own tosell the land. A citizen comes to pay for 
the land he has entered, and he offers to pay a part 
to the receiver of the General Government anda 
part to the receiving officer of the State. Suppose 
the State, or its agent shall say no. Or suppose an 
arrangement is made that the officer of the State 
shall receive the money and pay over the proper 
proportion of it tothe United States, and he fails 
to'do so, what is your remedy? He is not your 
officer, and where is your power to punish him? 
He is an officer of the State, and we have 
heard much of this Government having no power 
toenforce a constitutional obligation upon such. 
I ask, how will’ you enforce the payment of your 
money? 

Look at it, then, in either aspect. You give the 
lands to the State in absolute inheritance, without 
retaining any efficient lien, or the States are your 
agents, and you are to enforce the obligation of the 
contract. Is it wise—is it discreet, to meet either 
alternative? Does either arrangement come within 
the faithful discharge of our trust over this 
property? 

But suppose, again, a portion of the States to 
whom this cession is to be made shallrefuse to re- 
ceive the land on the conditions proposed. It has 
already been announced to us by one Senator that 
his own State is not likely to agree to such an ar- 
rangement, and that, if he be asked his opinion, he 
Shall advise her not to agree to it. What then? 
Admit that Ohio shall refuse, that Indiana shall 
defuse, and some two or three other States in 
nearly the same situation with these shall also re- 
fuse—in what condition shall we stand? In this: 
We shall have made the grant to three or four 
States of an immense amount of land, and they 
will take all the benefits of it; while the other 
States, with our, lands still within their limits, re- 
ject the proffered boon—demand of us the continu- 
ance of our obligations in regard to the whole ter- 
ritory, ceded and unceded, and their portion of the 
proceeds from the whole. Three or four States 
take a rich inheritance for themselves and their 
people—have iheir pride, I had almost said pas- 
sions, gratified, by the rejection of your authority 
as to your own property. and still claim a partici- 


: pation of all the benefits of all the lands beyond 


their limits. The other States, in these respects, 
hold an inferior position. Is thisrighi? Are we 
prepared to meet its conrequences? 


The bill says that the cession shall not be opera- | 


tive unless the States receiving the cession shall 
pass “irrevocable laws” in conformity with it. 
What is the meaning of this? Is it not the doc- 
trine of the present day, (abhorrent, I admit, to 
my own judgment, and, in my opinion, utterly 
false.) that a Legislature can pass no irrevocable 
act—-and has ne power to bind its successors? 
Suppose such a doctrine shall prevail—the State 
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Legislatures passlaws, which they declare to be ir- 
revocable, fixing the rate of allowance tothe Qen- 
eral Government for the publie land sold, and the 
very next Legislature schall repeal the Jaw, and de- 
clare it of no effect. Where are you then? Have 
they not power to revoke, according to this doctrine? 
True, it is a bargain, aad they assent to the terms 
of it; butthen there comes a change of cireums'an- 
ces, and a change of public men, anda change of 
public opinion, and the Legislature may say, take 
back your land—we revoke the bargain, and by 
paying back your consideration we obtain a right 
to break our promise. How then? Į believe I 
have as much faith in the integrity and honor of 
the States, and in their devotion to constitutional 
principles, as any Senator can have; but when I 
am called to make a bargein, with which I foresee 
that great principles and interests may interfere, 
and especially when I Jook at the ground some of 
these principles rest upon, I pause and wait 
before I yield my assent to the agreement pro- 
posed. 

Bat suppose, again, that all the nine Western 
States shall assent to the offer of cession—what 
then? You have given them the entire public dc- 
main within their limits; you have distributed one 
hundred and sixty millions of acres among nine 
States of the Union. Have you divided the lands 
equally among them? Are the benefitsto Arkansas 
aad to Indiana the same? Are the shares of Mis- 
souri and Ohio alike? No man cau look at the do- 
cuments and not perceive that there isa high de- 
gree of benefit conferred on some States, and a 
very moderate one on others. 

Where do you get yourauthority for making this 
wide discrimination between State and State? 
Show me where, in the terms of Union of these 
twenty-six Staies, and in the terms of the Constitu- 
tion you get your authority to make any such dis- 
tinciion. I have not read the Constitution aright 
if you have such power; and I hope you have not. 
If yon commence to exercise it, where is to be the 
end? Your laws, I thought, were to be equal. The 
States are not to regard each other as interiors or 
superiors—az favorites or exiles from favor. You 
have no right to make any such distinction, and the 
moment you do, the seeds of discord and dissolu- 
tion are sown, and they wiil grow. If part of the 
States shall concur in the proposed arrangement, 
you will bein a condition to be lamented. If all 
shall concur, you will have made a distinction 
which you have no right to make. I do notspeak 
now of the distinction between these nine States 
collectively, and the remaining seventeen other 
States of the Union, but of a distinction among 
these States themselves, with whom you deal, and 
with regard to whom you propose to take a step 
which isa violation alike of equal justice and of the 
Constitution. 

If I comprehend the effect of this amendment, 
and especially of the grant of land to the States—if 
the word cede is to be understood in ‘its technical 
meaning, in that in which it is used in the instru- 
ments which gave us the land, or in any meaning 
in which it has ever been used, sofaras I know, 
and the States shall refuse, or neglect, or omit, the 
payment of the money, then you create the rela- 
tion of creditorand debtor between the General 
and the State Governments. I ask you whether it 
is wise, whether itis prudent and discreet to put 
this Government in the relation of creditor, and 
any one or more of the States in that of debtor to 
it? In such a relationship you will stand in a 
worse condition than did the Colonies in the Revo- 
lutiun anterior to „the . Confederation, and the 
States after the Confederation. A State owes you 
alargesum of money; during the Confederation 
such a State would have been commanded, (power- 
jess, I admit, the command, and leading to a state 
of things which came nigh defeating the Revolu- 
tion,) but it would have been commanded to 
make payment. It obeyed or not, at its pleasure. 
Now how will you enforce your demand? Arkan- 
sas owes youamillion of dollars, and says that 
she cannot make payment; or; speaking in the spirit 
of her representative here, that she will not; where 
is your power to compel ber? You would hear 
very different language then from what you hear 
now, and you would find that you had no consti- 
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tutional power to coerce the payment but one, and 
that is the power to make war and suppress insur- 
rection. You might compel payment, but it must 
be by drawing the sword, and bathing it deeply in 
the blood of your fellow-citizens. For such a 
spectacle I have no desire, and would avoid the 
cause of it. I would abstain from creating a-re- 
lation 0 dangerous, because, should any State re- 


‘fuse that which as trustees it is your duty to det 


mand, your only remedy isto yield, or to spill the 
bloed of your countrymen. You must make 
your caleulaticn either for results like these, or to 
listen to appeals made to you by sovereign 
States, in terms of subserviency and humiliation, 
invcking your moderation, and begging forbear- 
ance. Belore I would see States of this Union re~ 
duced to this, and begging at your bar that you 
will put off the day of execution, I would be 
almost ready to invoke the power of war itself. 
State degradation like that would be incompatible 
with the existence of the Union, and I regard the 
dignity of the States too highly to place them, by 
any act of mine, in such a situation. 

Something has been said in this aspect of the 
subject as to the credit which isto be givento a 
Staie; and some of the arguments (such I suppose 
they were intended to be) sounded, in my ear, 
much like saeers at the eredit system, and all that 
kind of party elcquence. I care little for sneers 
when dealing with sucha question. It isnot one 
of credit to the States, or of the States; but of the 
indebtedness of citizens to their own Government, 
and of States to the Union. This subject was re- 
ferred to by the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
PresTon,] in relation to the lands sold previous to 
cash payments. He was rightin his reference. 
The lands sold and unpaid for, previous to 1819-20, 
amounted to $21,775,327. It was a debt due from 
the people of the States, or,if you please, from 
the States themselves. It was due in Tennessee, 
in Ohio, inIndiana, and, so far as the Territories 
were inbabited, in the Territories. You had sold 
your land without receiving cash at the sales. 
The purchasers were then your debtors, but if. the 
State takes the title, and is to pay, is it not our 
debtor just the same as individuals were in 1816, 
17, and °18? What is the distinction? Then 
your debtors were a set of humble, faithful in- 
dusirious men, scattered over your new lands. 
They had bought the lands, but could not pay you; 
aod it has been truly stated that there was not at 
that day a public man, that loved his country, who 
did not lock at the condition of things with great 
alarm. How did you escape from such a condi- 
tion? By relinquishing part of your. debt; by 
giving time for the remainuer; and by substituting 
for the future the wholesome system of cash pay- 
ments. Now your condition is to be greatly 
changed. You are about to create a debt of im- 
mensely greater magnitude; and you take for your 
debtors, not citizens, upon whom you can act with. 
directness and power, but States, over whom you 
have no control but that of force. You could not 
compel payment from citizens of the States, and 
yet you are to deal with the States of which they 
are citizens. You were afraid to bring the power 
of the Government to enforce the public right, for 
you were told that all your power could not reach 
the case; and now you propose to make States 
your debtors. And can you better control them? 
You are not to act on scattered individuals, but on 
corporate masses of men—on Siates, proud and 
haughty, and, it necessity require it, ready to te- 
sist your demand. Be warned in time. Avoid that 
condition of things. Create not that necessity, 
Let us see if we cannot continue to manage this 
public domain, and shun such threatening dangers. 
I think we can, andso believing, I would not ren- 
der such results possible. ee 

[Mr. Sournarp here gave way to a molion to 
adjourn.] 


Sarurpay, January 16, 1841. 

Mr. SOUTHARD resumed. After recapitu. 
lating the grounds of argument he had gone over, 
he proceeded: I have now a few further sug- 
gestions to address to the States themselves. The 
Janguage of the bill is, “ihat the said States shall 
be exclusively liable for all charges that may here- 
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after arise from the surveys, sales, and manage- 
ment ofthe public lands, and extinguishment of the 
Indian title, within the limits of the said States re- 
spectively.” How liable?’ How to be adjusted? 
What rights does it give to the States? What. to 
the General. Government? Upon differences: of 
opinion, how are ‘they-to be adjudged? -How 
claims: enforced? _ A more fruitful source of con- 
flict, not even the ingenuity of the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. CaLnoun] could have devised. 
But this is net all.. Are we to understand that, ac- 
cording to.the -provisions of this amendment, the 
States who: receive these lands are to extinguish 
the Indian title. Are they to take upon themselves 
the bigh relation in which the General Govern- 
mentstands towards the Indian tribes? If that is 
the meaning, I protest against the doctrine. This 
Government has no power to surrender this rela- 
tion to any State or number cf States. What 
righthas Arkansas or Missouri to make a treaty 
with one of the Indian tribes? What right, if the 
treaty be violated,to punish or. expel them from 
their territory? None whatever. It would bea 
direct infraction of the Constitution. How can 
this Government surrender its power to deal with 
the Indian tribes? Has the Union in any form as- 
sented to ‘the surrender of this high constitutional 
power? Can the Union assent to il? And ifa 
State hasno right even to make a treaty with In- 
dians, can this Government surrender the higher 
and holier power of determining where and how 
the Indians are to be disposed of by force? Can 
they say to any State, we give you the land—you 
pay for the Indian title, and have therefore a right 
to demand that itbe extinguished when and how, 
and on what terms you please? Yet such must be 
the result. If the parport of this amendment is, 
that the States are to be regarded as having the 
power to remove the Indians by force, or to enter 
into. treaties with them, it is utterly against the 
Constitution. How can the Government say to 
Ohio, for example, here is the miserable remnant 
of the Leni Lenape, the remains of the once war- 
like and formidable Delawares, who held control 
over the ‘Northern Confederacy of Indian nations. 
They are now within your limits, but reduced to 
a few hundreds. You may make a treaty with 
them according to your own interests, or we will 
make it for you; and if they refuse to leave their 
ancient seats, you may remove them by any means 
which you choose—by . force—by blood—by exter- 
mination ` If there be a provision in the Constitu- 
tion which justifies this, I, at least, have been un- 
able'to find it.. These remarks have todo with 
the question of power. 

Next comes the consideration of humanity and 
policy. ‘These States have, or fancy they 
bave, a. deep pecuniary interest in speedily ex- 
pelling the aboriginal possessors of the soil. Is it 
right, ‘just; humane tolet them decide on their ex- 
pulsion; and the times, circumstances, and consi- 
derations which shall govern the decision, and 
without consultation or appeal? . Are they the 
only States.and the only people who rise above 
the weaknesses and errors of our natures, and can 
calmly .see the truth and the whole trath through 
all the interests and passions which mislead others? 
And. when the Union, and the people of the Union, 
have a recorded’obligation, and in a record too 
whieh will not be erased or expunged, that they 
will regard these matters asa truston their con- 
seiences and oaths, will. they yield their duty to 
faith. in others, and without the possibility of se- 
curing the performance of the trusi? Should error 
be committed and wrong done, when and how can 
we make compensation—-when and how. relieve 
ourselves? 

But I turn from this painful view to one of vastly 
foferior magnitode—yet one which has weight. of 
its own in the scales of justice—the question of 
money.. -And in regard to this, I ask, are the 
States in whose favor the proposed cession is to 
be made, to. bear the burden of the expense cf our 
intercourse.with the Indians -and of removing them? 
If they are, then I entreat the Senate and I entreat 
gentlemen from those States to look at_the conse- 
quences. Are they to sustain the expense of the 
Indian wars which ‘may: arise from their. treat. 


ment ot the Indian tribes left within their territory? 


Should the Indians consider themselve aggrieved, 
as they are very likely to do, wars may grow out 
cf their discontent, and the feeble remnanis 
within these States may be connected with very 
powerful allies beyond their borders, and when 
oppression is perpetrated on the one, the other 
-may be prompt to avenge it, and our history tells 
us there are civilized and Christian nations ‘ready 
to give them encouragement. 


conduct may create; or are we not only to sur- 
render theland and give up our power to deal with 
the iribes, but in addition to carry on all the wars 
which may grow out of the management and set- 
tlement of these lands? Does the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. CatHoun] mean that such 
shall be the result of his amendment or does 
he not? Such it must be, whether he designs it 
or not. 

Is it a partof his plan that, while we cede all 
the land, we shall retain all the burden? How 
can we avoid it? Will any “irrevocable” act of a 
State Legislature relieve Congress from this liabil- 
ity when wars shall have arisen? Let the Indian 
warwhoop sound, and one drop of American blood 
be shed by an Indian warrior, and what must be 
the result? Tis Capitol will quickly hear it, and 
no sooner will it be heard than the power of this 
nation will be called up to avenge the deed. Can 
we refuse? No, sir, no. It would be impossible, 
and yet, with such a liability upon us, we are 
asked to surrender to the States on the frontier this 
entire matter, to manage according to their own 
notions of justice or feelings of antipathy. As I 
understand ihe plan, the old States are not only to 
surrender their respective portions in the public 
domain, but they are still to begr the burden and 
cost of every frontier Indian war. Task, again, 
can we avoid it? Can we, under the obligation of 
our cofistitutional duties, and in possession of those 
sympathies which live and glow in the bosom of 
every American cilizen towards every other Ame- 
rican citizen as such—can we, in the very nature 
of things, avoid it? New Jersey has nota single 
Indian left within her borders; or, if there be here 
and there a miserable survivor of his race, he is a 
being so degraded as to have neither hope nor 
power, nor any capacity to influence the conduct 
of her people for either good or ill; but let the 
question arise whether Mississippi or Arkansas 
shall be protected from the incursions of a savage 
foe, and New Jersey will quickly give her aid, in 
men or money—the soldier’s touch of the elbow, or 


. the sinews which give strength to resistance or se- 


curity of protection. She could not if she would, 
and she would not if she could, escape her obliga- 
tions in this regard. She and all the States must 
take and bear the full proportion of burdens in 
such a case. However you may frame your lawr, 
and how solemnly socver you may declare that the 
expense of Indian wars and the burden of theirown 
detence shall rest upon those Siates which have re- 
ceived the gran’, you never can carry such laws 
into effect. The heart, the head, the hand of every 
American citizen rise up together and proclaim it 
impcssible. I ask, then, is it wise or just to make 
surrender? And for what advantage to these 
States, so far as money, orany rational interest, is 
concerned? They are to make the expenditures 
for sales, &c. and to exhibit their accounts, and we 
to receive them. But if done wisely, discreetly, 
and according to the terms of this compact, how 
must tbat account be stated? They are to take out, 
1. The whole expenses, according to their notion 
of the expenses; and I know no mode in whieh we 
can correct them. 2. Out of the nett proceeds they 
are to pay over 65 psr cent——when and how they 
will—for your laws will give and can give you no 
remedy. 3. They are to retain the balance, 35 per 
ceat.¥in fall of their rights. Let the account be 
justly stated, and the matter fairly adminisiered 
and they will find their reward to be the gratifica- 
tion of the avarice of the possession of money and 
land, without any redeeming result in honor, power, 
or even profit. They now get Sper cent, This 
“is lost. The distribution bill would give 124 per 
cent. The balance is to meet their responsibilities 
and expenses, Willitdo i? It may, but I submit 
it to the Senators of the new States to reflect on the 


Are these States to | 
bear the cost of the Indian wars which their own _ 


results. of this game whichis offered tbem; and, if 
they cannot rise above the mere question of the 


possession of money and land, to decide whether .. 
they may not find themselves losers-by the contact, . 
With me, > 


while the Union also will be the loser. 
however, this is, in comparison, but a ‘small 
question. The question I propound and must de- 
cide is, what is our constitutional duty, and what 
are the rights of all the States? 

But this amendment, give it all the force you 
will, meets not -half-of all the difficulties which 


-now press upon us, and under which we are so 


restless and agitated on this subject of the public 
lands, What does it embrace? The lands within 


the limits of nine States of the Union, conte j 
ow, 


one hundred and sixty millions of acres. — 
many acres, in all, does this nation, according to 
the statements and estimate of the report of the 
Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Norve.t,] now pos- 
sess? More than athousand millions. ‘To get rid 
of this question, you are dealing with one hundred 
and sixty millions of acres, forgetting that by their 
side lie over eight hundred millions more. 
gentlemen suppose they are dealing with a trifle, or 
with only the one hundred and sixty millions? 
They forget the obstacles which beset them. 
is to be the progress of this thing? We must keep 
up the existing land system; we must continue to 
bear all its expenses. 
ther constitutionally or not I shall not now discuss, 
to every American citizen, and even to every alien, 


that he has the right to goin on all these eight. 


hundred millions of acres of land when. he pleases 
and ashe pleases, provided the Indians be not jn 
possession. We have been told here that we can. 
not restrain him, and that to attempt itis vajin. 
Well, admit it to beso, what then? Sixty thou- 


Do: 


We have given notice, whe- , 


What . 


sand ofthese people get possession of a portion of - 


this territory, and what is their next demand? By 


some rash conduct they get intoconflict with the In- 
dians, and then the whole military power of the 
nation must be drawn out to protect them in their 
trespass. Butis that ali? It is not. There. is 
another principle, which has been boldly main- 
tained here, that, whenever a Territory can num- 


ber sixty thousand inhabitants, it notonly may be 


admitted into the Union, bat has a right to demand 


admission and equality with all the other States, : 


and then, the moment it is admitted, all the land 
within its limits becomes theirs. 

{Mr. Linn here interposed to explain. He had 
never heard it advocated—it certainly never had 
been by him—that the American people had a right 
tolgo upon Indian land the title to which had not been 
extinguished; on the contrary, land of that 


description had always been excluded in every- 


pre-emption law, nor bad any amendment 
ever been proposed, so far as he knew to the 
contrary. ] 

Mr, Sournarn. I must have presented my idea 
not so clearly as I intended, if the Senator’s expla- 


nation has been rendered necessary. What Teay 


is this: on the border of all these new States lie vast 
bodies of vacant land which weclaim. The peo- 
ple, or foreigners, under the doctrine which: hag 
been here laid down, may cross over the line and 
settle upon it, for they may not know where the In- 


dian title has been extinguished and where it has 
not. Having multiplied in numbers, even if they. - 


be all foreigners, they may come here and require 


admittance, and when admitted may, according ‘to - 


the provisions of this amendment, demand all the 
land upon the same terms. I do not say it ig 
distinctly claimed that our citizens and’ foreigners 
ean lawfully go on land to which the Indian title 


has not been extinguished, but they do in fact often ` 


go on such land, and there can be no argument 
against admitting them there as soon as the Tn- 
dian title shall have been relieved, for the 
language of the amendment is “whenever the In- 


dian title has been or shall be extinguished.” - 


Here I say we maintain a principle which will - 
authorize our citizens or aliens to gò without the ` 


limits of a State into the lands of Iowa or Wiskon= 


san. We assert and maintain their right “to. do ity 
and in doing so we bring ourselves into ¢ollision =: 
with the Indian tribes. And when a large number “> 
of these settlers shall send-up their ery to our doors’ 


“You as our Government are bound to protect us; 
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the merciless savage isupon us: come speedily to 
our help!” how can we refuse them? J weuld ‘not 
avoid it? I would not seek to avoid it. I admit, 

` in its fullest latitude, the obligation of the Govern- 
ment to extend protection over all its citizens. I 

: would have the name of an American citizen an 
> impenetrable shield over every man who bears it, 


‘as in old Rome, at the cry “I am a Roman citi- ` 


zn,” the uplifted arm of tyranny and oppression 
- was paralyzed and fell powerless at the sound. I 
would have it so here, At the cry “I am an 
American citizen,” I would be ever ready to put 
` forth all the energy of this Government for his 
` protection and defence. But, while I admit this, 
I insist that, when we are laying our plans for the 
future, and can plainly see that a certain arrange- 
ment will tempt the States into a situation which 
is likely to bring us all into trouble, it isan argu- 
ment why we should refrain from making the ar- 
rangement. Settlers have no right, in bodies of 
~ fifty or sixty thousand, togo upon the public lands 
“and bring upon the whole nation all the calamities 
“and expense of an Indian war. Look at the con- 
sequences of this amendment. The nine new 
°” States take all the land within their limits, Prc- 
sently the Territury of Wiskonsan comes and 
` knocks at your door. We shail hear and admit 
her into the Confederacy. According to some 
gentleman, we must do so, because we have no 
_..power—no constitutional power—to refuse. Well, 
“Wiskonsan is admitted, her territory contains mil- 
‘lions of acres, and she then turns around and de- 
mands that you shall cede all these lands to her, 
as you have ceded to Arkansas and Missouri. 
Can you deny her? You: cannot. The moment 
` she comes into the Union, if this bill passes, all the 
land within her limits is hers; and must be hers, 
` and will be'hers, if you now consent to the cession 
‘which is proposed. What next? Presently Iowa 
comes and knocks, and she demands the same pri- 
Vilege as Wiskonsan. She tells you that her peo- 
`- ple have gone there on the public land; that they 
have increased and muitiplied until they have at- 
` tained the constitutional numbers;and now they 
have aright to be a State and toenjoy equal pre- 
rogatives with all the other States. “True,” say 
_ they, “there are Indian titles‘in the way, and there 
. may be Indian wars, but give us all the land, and 
. then put your hand into the Treasury of all the old 
States, and foot up and pay the bill of all the 
expense,” 

Your eight hundred millions of acres are daily 
being swallowed up by the progress of population. 
Territory after Territory will apply, and the mo- 
ment you admit them you have surrendered every 
foot of the public land which they contain. You 
are virtually surrendering it now; for how can I 
stand here, after having given the land to Arkan- 
sas, and refuse it to Wiskonsan and to Iowa, and to 

_ every Territory which may be formed to the Rocky 

Mountains and the mouth of the Columbia river? 

Thus you are to have the burden of the seitiement 

| ofallthese Territories, of the extinction of all the 

„Indian titles, and the expense of all the In- 

_ dian wars; and then to surrender to them every 

acre of that inheritance which the old States 

` purchased with blood, when the claimants were 

„Unknown, when they were yet in the loins of their 
fathers, 

There are varions other objections which lie as 
well egainst the general character of this amend- 
mentas against its details, and which, to me, ap- 
Pear to be insuperable. I had intended to suggest 
a number of them, but I fear it will be unwise 
to attempt this, further than to cal! ailention to 
one ortwo. On the question of price Ihave al- 
ready commented, in showing how the States will 

-be situated as to the profit they are to derive from 
_,, the propesed arrangement. ‘There is another fea- 
' ture in the plan to which I have already alluded 
Wader other aspects of the general subject. This 
<; Compact, it is provided, is to be irrevocable. The 
States are to declare it perpetual, inviolable, now 
` and forever, and the General Government is to be 
equally bound. Now, are we grown so wise, in 
_ aur day and generation, as to be prepared to bind 
-both the General and State Governments, in a 
. mannet irrevocable, for all future time, no matter 
_, What unknown. events may arise hereafter? Ger- 
temen, to bè sure, may fatter themselves that their 
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intelligence can stretch its Piercing ken through alt 
time to come, and anticipate and provide for every 
possible posture of affairs. Our tathers, however, 
had not equal intelligence. Go back buta quarter 
of a century, and where do you find asingle man 
who ever looked atthe condition of things that 
now exiss? Yet they, I am inclined to suppose, 
were aS wis? as we. Iask those who are so very 
ready to cater into mutaal obligations, which are to 
be irrevocable through all future time, whether in 
peace or in war, whether in prosperity or the 
deepest distress, if they believe that they are so 
wise as to be able to foresee all that will happen, 
and how stich an arrangement will sertainly bear 
Upon evenis not yet present? If they tell me ihey 
are, then I bow to them as prophets indued from 
above with knowledge and foresight such as does not 
fall to the ordinary lot of humanity. For my 
humble self, who claim no such high prerogative, I 
must object to that feature of perpetuity. We are 
binding ourselves, blindfolded, without knowing 
what circumstances will arise or what will be the 
future conduct of these States in relation to the 
contract their representatives are now so ready to 
make. Nor can we anticipate what may be our 
own necessities. I obiect to entering into an irre- 
vocable bond of this description. Let us pass suc- 
laws in relation to this public land that we may 
reach it when justice, policy, necessity may de- 
mand. Let us place the subject so that we, or 
those who follow us, can lay our hands upon it— 
so that we and they may lcok round, may see 
what our condition is—may measure all our du- 
ties and obligations, and then decide according te 
the existing state of things at the moment of our or 
their action. . 

I object, again, to the want of power in this Go- 
vernment to enforce the provisions of its own bar- 
gain, if this is to be the bargain. Look at the fifth 
clause of this amendment, and see how you are to 
enforce it. On the principles of this Union and 
under the powers granted you by the Constitution, 
you cannot do it. 

And here I may notice another item, thowzh it 
is a small one, in the details of the scheme. I refer 
to the cession here proposed to the State of Ternes- 
see. Ido not know enough of the circumstances 
of tze case to judge for what reason this direct 
rant is to be made to that one State. She is 
ot here placed upon the same ground with 
ther States, but stands as an exception among them 
There may be good reasons for this; but lam, for 
the present, incompeient to conceive on what just 
ground a provision like this can rest. 

‘But my chief objection to this amendment lies 
at the foundation of it. It has regard to the basis on 
which the whole rests. I oppose it as a cession 
of the property of ibis nation. What is that pro- 
perty? [tis an inheritance in land, wider in its 
extent than the widest limits of the Roman Empire; 
an inkeritance almost equal to those far spreading 
lands which British rapacity and power have been 
abie to obtain for ker in this the height of her glory and 
dominion, Need I say that such an inheritance is 
valuable? Flow came you possessed of i? Where 
did you get it from, that you have the right to give 
itaway? How did you get it, that you may deal 
with it as a bounty to one class of States, and ex- 
clude another part from ils possession? When 
those who represented the American Colonies pro- 
claimed them to be independent of the British 
Crown, they looked, one and all, to the Crown 
lands as being sufficient cventually to relieve them 
under the burden of the struggle. These lands 
were to pay the Revolutionary debt, so that the 
Colonies might come out of the great contest free 
from poverty and suffering. There was not one of 
the Colonies but looked to this source for relief. 
Hear what Maryland hassaid. Listen to what 
New Jersey said when the articles of Confedera- 
tion were presented to her. She was not wanting 
in spirit or in leve of liberty. She well know that 
she was to be the Flanders, the battleground of 
the Revolution; that her property must be wrecked 
in the storm; and though she might come cut 
victorious, and even rick in glory, she must be 
hopelessly poor in other respects. She therefore 
made her appeal to her sister colonies, demanding 


that, while others became possessed of immense | 


wealth in theselands, and while her blood mingled 


with theirs, and was poured’ out in streams on 
many a battle-field fought in the common ‘cause, 
she should not be lef: alone in poverty and distress, 
while they were proud and powerfal. Her ap- 
peal was listened to, and one of thé ‘grounds of 
the cession of these lande to the United” States 
was thatvery appeal. As one of her Fepresenia- 
lves on this floor, I bave not forgotien enough 
of all I have heard from my elders of the suffer- 
ings she endured in those days, to be willing here 
to surrender what, in the crisis of her trial, she 
demanded asher due, and what was freely yielded 
to the justice of her demand. The whole of these 
lands were relieved by the Revolution from the 
claims of the British Crown, and they became the 
common property of this nation by what has 
here been called the “generous” surrender of Vir- 
ginia and other States. 1 would rather call it their 
just surrender to the equal rights of an equal 
Suffering and an equal triumph. I think I do 
more honor to Virginia and those other States in 
saying that they believed it to be just, than in 
pulting the act on any other ground—of magnani- 
mity, liberality, or self-denial. A generous act it 
was, but its justice was its highest encomium. 
The land came into our possession as a common 
fund, for the common useand benefit; and | stop 
not to inquire whether the transaction was finan- 
eial or otherwise. Discuss that point as’ you 
may, it will come to this at last, that whether the 
cession was made on grounds of finance alone, or 
with a view to what the history of our’ war re- 
quired and justice demanded, and to sustain our 
Republican Government, our civil liberties, and 
thereby to preserve the hope of haman liberty, it 
will be found of little consequence. I care not. 
In every aspect, these lands became the common 
property of the Union for the common use and 
benefit of all the States. It has always been so 
managed, and so regarded, During the early 
history of the Government, it was ‘never looked at 
in any other light. Search our history from be- 
ginning to ead, and you will find that all this 
doctrine about surrendering it to a few of the 
States is a notion of very modern growth, Itis not 
a quarter of a century old, and I think we are be- 
coming wise a little too fast, and that weare taught 
these lessons of wisdom by States then unknown 
and unborn, The men who compose them were 
infants in their mothers’ arms, er brothers and sons 
of these whom they would now deprive of their in- 
heritance. The oldest of them had not learned to 
read from this Virginia grant was made, who now 
stand here to teach us that the public domain is no 
longer to be regarged as common property, held 
for the common use. I prefer to take lessons, on 
sach a subject, from those who were themselves in 
the strugg'e which purchased them, and formed 
the compact; of those who knew their rights, and 
were willing to deal equally and justly. They 
knew the grounds on which they proceeded; they 
preparcd and exhibited to the world the principles 
they he!d, and Lam inelined to believe that they 
were at least as patriotic in their views and opi- 
nions as those who stand in a position where local 
interests and Siale pride have their fall operation 
on the conclusions of the miad. 

But the idea that we are, either by this cession 
or by pre-emption laws, to take away the inher 
tance of the old States, has coupled with it another 
objectionabie feature. The land belongs to all the 
States in fec simple. But suppose it did not, and 
thatit had been purchased for the benefit of those 
who settle on it without pretence of law, I ask, 
how has it been paid for? You will find, when 
you look into the actual stale of facts on that sub 
ject, (L do not refer to the Indian way of estima- 
ting the value of the land,)—you will find tha 
reckoning the money paid for Louisiana ane, 
Florida, together with the expenditures under the 
existing land system, 150 millions of dellars have 
been paid out of the Treasury, while but 108 mil- 
lions have as yet returnedinio it. The lands are 
debtor to the United States—to the old States—to 
the amount of forty millions of doilars, And yet 
we mast now surrender the whole; we must forget 
the blood which has been shed, and-all the suffer- 
ings which were endured, to earn this land, and 
give it away to all who choose to come and claim 
it. Is this just? Is itrght? Take'as anexample 
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the case of the State of Arkansas; and I take that 
. Btate only because she furnishes a striking illustra- 
tion. of the nature of this measure. Louisiana cost 
Us, in the first instance, and in the subsequent ex- 
; penses of interest and otherwise, some twenty-three 
or twenty-four. millions. Indeed, if the account 
were accurately. stated, with the interest, its 
cost would amount to little if- any short of 
‘thirty millions. This money was paid for the 
territory, without regard to the public lands already 
“bought; and bought, tov, at the most precious price 
ever paid in human history. Now, what is the 
state of this purchase? It is said by some that the 
dJands in Arkansas—a part of this territory—are in 
value one-fourth part of the whole; but I suppose 
that estimate is quite too low. 
- (Mr. Sevier. Yes; it should have been one- 
half.] . 

It may beso. I care not. Put it even at one- 
fourth. The people of Massachusetts, New York, 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, and: New Jersey, paid 
their full proportion for the whole. Say, for 
Arkansas some seven to ten millions of dollars. 
Whatthen? They have received back, from sales 
of lands in Arkansas, only $3,110,000. And now, 
what do these, our good friends, so. very modesty 
tell us? It is true you have not yet got back more 
than three millions of your ten, but you must give 
up the balance to us. I think they might, with- 
out pretence to much moderation, at least wait 
üll all we have paid out is returned to our pockets 
before they ask us‘ to give up to them the whole 
estate. 

This is a striking fact as to one State, but it ap- 
plies, in all its force, to many other portions of the 

estern States, as well as to the lands of Louis- 
iana. [have paid ten millions for a plantation; 
you go into possession of it; I get three millions of 
my money back, and you then say, give up the 
whole tome. I ask again, is this just? But you 
answer. My pride, my delicate sense of honor, 
forbids me to submit to you; i can’t think of it. I 
ask, I demand, the surrender of the entire estate; 
and if you do not give up to me now, in a very few 
years I shall be strong enough and I will take it from 
you. Is it possible that we can consent to princi- 
ples like these as the principles of a common union 
among independent States? I think not. I 
hope not. 

i have called the attention of the Senate to the 
case of lowa, Wiskonsan, and Florida. What is 
Florida—for which we paid five millions of dol- 
lars? Florida, as we all remember, knocked at 
your door buta year ago, pretty unfortunately, 
for admission into the Union. How much have 
you received from Florida? Will any gentleman 
tell me? Yet you are here, by the principles of 

: the bill and amendment, to give her all the land 
within her limits. Ifyou are to give to one State 
or Tenitory, you must give to all. There must 
not-be a handsbreadth of difference in the benefits 
you confer on the different Territories and States 
of the Confederacy. The large States, perhaps, 
may not feel satisfied tobe treated on a level with 
the small ones; but I hope I shall not be thought 
absurd in maintaining that, as to all favors, the 
States and Territories are to be placed on the same 
level. { can know no difference between them. I 
will never: consent to treatsome as higher, and 
others as lower, Whatever you grant to one you 

. must grant to the others. On the principles in this 
amendment, the old: States—worthiess old bodies, 
grant, but they wore through the straggle of the 

‘Revolution—are to lose their rights in the common 
domain, that they may be given away to the young 
Siates since born. Experience often teaches us 
that the young frequently take. pride, andare a 
litle too apt to tread upon the heels of those who 
go before them. 

L is perfectly apparent, as it seems to me, that 
this cession proposed by the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Catnoun] leads to the results I have 
indicated, as absolutely inevitable, especially when 
connected with your pre-emption principles. You 
authorize citizens, virmmous, useful, and patriotic, 


or otherwise, or aliens, unknown to your Constitu- 


tion and laws, who may readily be collected by 
money and power for dangerous purposes, to go 
upon your territory, and 60,000 of them may de- 


mand to be placed cn an equality with old Virgi- 
nia, and Massachusetts, and Connecticut, and New 
Jersey; and when the demand, which you cannot 
deny, is granted, they must possess the whole land, 
own it in their own right, pay you if they. please, 
but, whether they do or not, enforce from you the 
defence of them and their lands, whether they keep 
any part of their bargain or not. My feelings 
rebel against every portion of the scheme. My 
judgment can find no apology for it. It breaks up 
the very foundations of our rights, and disorganizes 
the action of our system of Government. 

I wish I could add the expenditures of the Go- 
vernment for Indian wars, and the portions of 
country for whom they were made. It has been, 
however, for the people of the West—for these 
new States. But, say gentlemen, ought not those 
people to be protected? Unquestionably. When 
did the old States besitate to furnish men and arms 
at the first note of Western danger? Pressed 
down as those States say they are, let them at least 
remember that not one doilar of the amount has 
ever been expended for the protection of the terri- 
tory of the old States. I beg them to remember 
also that, of this amount for Indian wars, New 
Jersey and the other old States have paid their fall 
share. Has there been a hostile Indian on the soil 
of New Jersey? Was the money expended to save 
her citizens from massacre? No, no; she paid her 
share on the principle, that, when any portion of 
the Union is endangered, millions of stout hearts 
should be prepared to bleed, and twice the num- 
ber of sturdy hands ready to strike in its defence. 
I affiirm that there has not been an hour when 
the rights of our Western brethern were neglected, 
or a vote which forgot their claims to our sympa- 
thy. And if money was paid at any time for the 
defences of the old States, they were equally for 
the ultimate protection of the new, and paid in 
much greater proportion by the old than the new 
States. 

Oa this pointof general defence, the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. Linn] would apply the pro- 
ceeds of these lands for the support and increase of 
the Navy, and seems to take merit from the idea 
that this is most for our protsction. And what in- 
terest have the States on the seaboard in the 
augmentation and maintenance of a Navy, which 
the Western Sta'es have not in an equal, if not a 
greater, degree? If I were called upon to say 
what part of the Union is most interested in our 
gallant litte Navy, and in making it all that patri- 
olism can demand that it should be, 1 would point 
to the Valley of the Mississippi; every portion of 
which can be reached in ils vital interests by any 
naval power greater than our own. More interests 
depend on the outlet of Western commerce at the 
mouth of the Mississippi than on any, I had almost 
said all, the ports of the Atlantic seaboard. Hence 
the value of your Key West station and perhaps 
other stations which should years ago have been 
fortified and furnished for the protection and re- 
lief of the Navy when engaged in the defence of 
that great western commercial emporjum, the 
outlet of the wealth—the security of the interests 
of the great valley. 

I rejoice in the proposition, because it seems to 
be a waking up to their true interests in the West, 
after along, long skep. I remember when, in 
another station, I urged, with a zeal which was re- 
garded as importunaie, the increase of the Navy, 
and the protection of every interest on the borders 
or connected with the Gulf of Mexico, { met d.m 
eyes and heavy ears, and had for my reward, often, 
too cfien, the noes of friends and the scorn and 
Sneers of opponents. Times are changing. Our 
Navy may now look to more of justice and encour- 
agement. Our stripes acd stars, around which— 
whether in the breez: or the battle—so many affec- 
tions of the parriot’s heart cluster, and which, in the 
caim and in the storm, when peace demanded only 
their countenance, or war their power and ven- 
geance, have steadily, and without change of course, 
borne onward the rights, the honor, the glory, 
not of our land only, but of liberty and free institn- 
tions—these stripes and these stars have promise of 
good; let it come, let it come. ; 

But still, I may not, I cannot, adopt this propo- 
sition. .The ocean should forever be our batle- 


ground. Our soil should be untrodden by a 
foeman’s foot. Our Navy, the bulwarks of our de- 
fence which float upon the waves, should look for 
sustenance and power to no one of our separate 
and distinct resources. They have a right to 
demand them all, if all be necessary; and until 
they are so, I cannot agree, deeply as I love them, 
to set apart a particular, separate fund, and espe- 
cially this fund, totheir support. Losg and ar- 
dently as I have struggled for them, I.would not let 
them—no, nor any other great and commanding in- 
lerest—rest on one, and especially this one, of our 
sources for revenue and expenditure. I would 
not consent to put the maintenance of this arm of 
our defence, or jeopard it, by resting on any one 
interest or resource inthe Republic. I would put 
it on the general Treasury; and I would demand 
for it what should cause the stars and stripes, its 
flag, to wave in that conscious independer.ce of 
which it is the emblem. Why should we devote 
this specific revenue to that object? It was pur- 
chased by the States—by the Revolution accom- 
plished by the States. It was devoted to them for 
their relief. They have paid the debt of the Revo- 
lution almost without its aid, but they have a 
right to have the balance, the remainder, to restore 
what they have expended, to meet their wants, to 
promote their prosperity. If they choose to sur- 
render it, I cannot aid in that surrender. If 
New Jersey is prepared for it, she ought to. find 
some other agent to be her instrument in the 
sacrifice. i 

There is another point which I ought to suggest. 
We have bought from the Indians about four hun- 
dred and forty-two millions of acres; we have 
paid about eighty-five millions of dollars for them, 
of which we have got back only about forty-five 
millions. Yet we are to give up what we have 
purchased before our expenditure 1s returned. 
Throughout this whole land scheme, I perceive 
this one leading, one controlling idea. Although, as 
the Representative, of the people of all the States, 
we are still out of pocket; though we have paid 
out enormous sums which have never been re- 
turned to us, yet we are to surrender every acre 
we hold toa few of the States, who have paid 
very little of the whole amount. Twenty-six have 
purchased an estate; nine, who have paid the 
smaliest share, say, give the whole of itto us, on 
our own terms. What right, I ask, have you to 
do any such thing? Where is the principle of 
common union in such a demand? 

But we are told that those States have already 
paid enormous sums into the Treasury; and the 
argument is, that the balance should go to them, on 
such terms as may best suit them. How have 
these sums been paid? The lands within their 
limits, belonging not to them, but to the natien, 
have been sold, and the. money received has come 
to the nation, as the proceeds of its own property. 
Those States have paid nothing but as purchasers 
—purchasers of lands which have made them rich, 
as their rapidly growing population and comfort 
abundantly prove. Are the sellers, under such 
circumstances, under heavy obligatioas to such 
purchasers for additional acts of liberality? But 
who paid this money? Did the people of the new 
States? They had no people to purchase or pay. 
A part of the inhabitants of the old States, takirg 
their resources from the old States, and making 
purchases, thus became citizens of the new. The 
sums paid into your Treasury were paid by the 
old States—by their citizens—-out of their means. 
Those who chose to desert them, to seek new 
homes, and higher prosperity, ought not now to 
turn back to the ancient domicils of their parentage 
and birth, and utter reproaches because they are 
not permitted to take for nothing, or on their own 
terms, all that remains vacant and uncultivated 
of the inheritance of those they left behind. Look 
over this chamber. I believe you will find some 
sixteen or eighteen Senators who were born in the 
old States, some of them, perhaps, now with 
princely possessions; with an average, at least, of 
wealth beyond those who are here from the, sea- 
board. How came they here and thus? They 
left their relations, took their means, sought fame 
and prosperity, and found them in a country.apt to 
furnish such results, But is it quite benevolent 
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Senate, 


or just for them or others, the partakers of a like 
destiny to seek to deprive those they left behind, 
of their own blood, and, in a less enviable condi- 
tion, of their share in the common inheritance? 
Let me suppose a case, and nse the pronoun I. 
I have a brother. We inherit afew acres of worn: 
out land in a narrow State. We have also a 
common property in the West—a property from 
which we derive an income. I choose to remain 
and manage my share of the paternal estate, to let 
the incense still burn on the family altar, and 
meet, as I may, the destiny of the family hearth- 
stone. He chooses to part with his portion—take 
its proceeds, and adventure to our Western pro- 
perty. He does so. And the moment he arrives 
and pays the required sum, to have apart set off 
to his exclusive use—he tells me that he has a 
right to my share a'so—that he isa pioneer—that 
he has encountered the perils of the wilderness— 
that he has merits far beyond mine—thatI must 
yield to him—and if Ido not, he either has or 
soon will have the strength to take what he claims 
——and he will take that which is mine—mine by 
the sacrifice of Revolutionary blood—mine by the 
dearest price which human nature can pay—mine 
by the compacts and convenants of the Revolu 
tionary hour. He may sueceed—but if he does, 
tis the triumph of unlicensed power over right and 
ustice. 

But I deny the authorit} in another aspect. 
How do Congress hold these tands? and what is 
your authority over them? We do not own these 
lands. We only represent those“ We 
are the trustees for their management. 
trustee, at his pleasure, part with the 
and put it out of his hands, and either ¢ 
confide its management to another? Are\we ahy 
thing more or less than trustees? Congressy it is 
true, must, under the Constituticn, determine on 
disposition of the land; but they do it in their rela- 
tion to a trust fund. Have we any power to part 
with the fund? Where is such power given to us? 
And where, too, is that other principle which is 
involvedin the amendment—the power to appoint 
trustees of our own choice, under ourselves? In 
what court of equity, in what court of honor, in 
what heart, can such a doctrine find its sanction? 
You have been appointed a trustee, and, without 
any authority from your principal, you are to hand 
over your trustto another. Such an act would be 
denounced in every courtas a violation both of 
honesty and honor. 

Disputants may debate about terms and expres- 
sions. They may reason about the effecis of 
changes from the old Confederation and the old 
Congress, to thenew and existing Government. 
But are we not, by these changes, which have been 
made by those for whem the trust is held, put in the 
place and stead of thuse who first received the 
trast? Woes not this Government represent, and 
by their will and their command, those in whom 
they first confided? Is it not, with a mere change 
of form and name, the same trustee? Do not all 
the original responsibilities and duties rest upon 
us, in all their force? And can we avoid them, 
without quibbles, unworthy of an advocate, in 
the humblest tribunal?) No, Mr. President, we 
Stand here, in possession. of the trast property, 
bound to execute it—to execute it faithfully, ac- 
cording to the original purposes to which it was 
d voted. ‘Ehere is not an honest and intelligent 
chancery on earth, which, if it could reach 
us, would not compel us so to discharge our 
duty. 

But it may be asked, how, then, are you to 
divide and distribute that fund? I shall not enter 
at this moment into a discussion of that part of the 
subject: but will remark that ihe persons among 
whom we propose to divide the inheritance are the 
very persons from whom we have received the 
trust, who own and are competent to decide for 
themselves on their interests. They are compe- 
tent toreceive it. They are the owners: we are 
trustees. If they say to us, keep the title, but 
divide the proceeds among us, and we obey their 
mandate, is there any violation of justice or law 

in such a division? It is the only mode by which 
we can effect the just application of a common 
fund. Graduation and pre-emption apply the fund 


only to afew of the owners—not equally among 
them all. But when you distribute the proc: eds 
you can do exact and equal justice to all and to 
every part of the Union. I can see nothing either 
in the law or in the terms of the contract, or the 
principles of justice, which forbids me to adopt 
the measure. So far from it, I think [see in it 
the only and last hope of thore who made the pur- 
chaie to receive one dollar of their money. If you 
will not agree to distribute the proceeds, tbey must 
buy their account to lose the whole. What hope 
can New Jersey, or Connecticut, or Rhode Island 
entertain of receiving any return for the millions 
they have paid, and all the labor they have be- 
stowed to earn this rich inheritance? Nons; none. 
And if you go on with your pre-emption bills, and 
your graduation bills,and your cession bills, till 
you have parted with the Jast acre out of your pos- 
session, then will have been accomplishd before 
the civilized world a grand exhibition of the 
justice of Republican communities After the 
country has united in an arduous and agonizing 
struggle for national independence, and poured out 
its blood like water, and secured for those to come 
after them a rich inheritance of free principles and 
social happiness, one of the great prizes which they 
won is seized-and ravished from the possession of 
those who gained it, and who suffered forit. Is 
this your Republican justice? 

But we are told that this domain is a subject of 
constant difficulty in the transactions of our publ c 
bysiness—that it is a prize to be fought for—a 

ake for which political gamblers will always be 


“eontending—and that, if we would have any 


peace, it must be removed from our control. That 
these lands will always be held outas a bribe by 
the ambitious where with to obtain power; that we 
do not possess sufficient firmness and virtae to re- 
sisi; and tbat such a bid will be made for votes, 
through the promise of this vast territory, as must 
disturb all the fature regular action of the Govern- 
ment. I: may be so. But I think that, if there 
have been bids made, the bid of the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. C.] far outstrips the whole of 
them—and I hope no future dealer in the commo- 
dity will be able to equal him. But is itso? That 
Congress cannot perform its regular legislative duty 
on account of the immense priz which the public 
domain holds out to ambitious men and to parties 
within its Halls? I am reluctant to believe it. But 
if it be true, by whom is the bribe offered? and on 
whom does itaci? It must be offered by the new 
States, or by those who court their favor. They 
have the lands within their limits. Their politicians 
ean make bids, but those frem the old States can- 
notso well do it, without the desperate hazards 
which ambition is, sometimes, mad enough to en- 
counter, 

When I hear gentlemen say that there is a politi- 
cal game to be played by means of the public 
lands, whatam I to understand but that the new 
States hold a great prize, and that they can offer it 
to unchastencd ambition, if it gratify their wishes. 
A political game? Where? Where does it ope- 
rate? Not, surely, on the great mass of the people 
of thiscountry. I do not believe the publie lands, 
if they were worth ten times as much, could bribe 
the American people to give their suffrages in any 
quarter which their judgments and their hearts do 
notapprove. One thing I know, that no aspirant 
for power or place can purchase the votes of New 
Jersey at any such price. How it may be with 
others, I can only judge by what I see of the viriue 
and consistency of those who represent them—and 
by their conduct. 

In connection with this idea of our corruptibility, 
by means of the public lands, it occurs to me that 
another suggestion is worthy of some notice. It 
comes, however, from a different quarer, and is 
subject to another construction. It is this, that our 
political affairs have teen matter of stock specula- 
tion on the Exchange of London. The inference 
—if any inference is intended to be drawn—imust 
be, that London steckjobbers and London capita- 
lists have some connection with the party opposed 
to the existing Administration, aud bave had some 
influence in the recent election, and must have 
some in its future results and effects. And the Ad- 
ministration—the Executive—by its acknowledged 


organ, announecs such to be their true opinion; an 
organ on which it seems more to rely than on any 
and all other means and instruments of defence— 
pride themselves as these means and instruments 
may. Now, to me, this isa marvellous idea; suit- 
ed, indeed, to the sense of right and wrong of any 
editor, sold, soul and body, to his party; but reck- 
less of every consequence save one—success. Bat, 
when offered on this floor, it should be sustained by 
evidence, which might at least afford an apology 
for asserting a fact which, if true, inflicts unending 
degradation upon our ‘country. So far as relates 
to the late election, I have said that I could not, 
here, and on this occasion, discuss it. 1 have 
proved that, at other times and other places, I was 
not slow, however inexpert, to seize and wield the 
weapons of political strife. But other matters 
claim our attention—far higher, both to my own 
State and the Union, than the temporary possession 
of Executive power, or the triumphs of the hour 
to a party? Butthecharacter of the country, the 
virtue and integrity of our widespread people, re- 
quire that suggestions, coming with the pomp of 
authority and the confidence of influence, and 
which must, however they may be intended, affect 
the future action of the nation, should demand at 
least an inquiry as to the foundation on which they 
rest. : 

I ask them for the evidence. What is it? So 
far as yet developed, a banking-house in London 
has written a letter, and articles in newspapers and 
reviews, and perhaps some books, have been put- 
lished in London. When, and in what case, has 
it been established that this was the proper evidence 
by which to try the character of our parties, or the 
character and motives of our people? Since when 
have opinions, emanating from that source, been 
so much in favor as to be considered conclusive on 
such a point? Sir, we are changing rapidly; banks 
and banking-houses abroad are. now regarded as 
good guides in estimating the character of our par- 
ties and people. 

But who is this banking-house? What opinions 
have they expressed? What gives to their opi- 
nions such weight? How were they induced to say 
any thing on such a subject? I understand them 
to be an ordinary banking house in London, (Huth 
and Co.)—dealers in stccks and money—one of the 
firm being for the time a director in the Bank of 
England. They have ‘no peculiar knowledge of 
us, nor connection with us; nor capacity to judge of 
us or of cur interests, characters, or motives. Ido 
not know that they have the slightest connection in 
feeling or interest with the Whig party—though it 
would seem that they have with a portion, and that 
not an unimportant one, of the supporters of the 
present Administrotion. What induced them to 
give an opinion? The State of Mizsouri chose to 
issue certain stock, or obligations, which rested 
upon the responsibility of the State, and by which 
money was to be raised to be used in the State. 
She chose to send, or permit to be sent, some of this 
steek—this State seeurity—to London to pass it off 
and get ihe money which was needed.. Her agent, 
I presume, sought the company, and not the com- 
pany him, and the company was induced to ma- 
nage the securities for the State, and sell them or 
otherwise procure themoney. In all this what had 
the Whig party or the majority of the people to do? 
They surely did not control Missouri while the 
Senator was so commanding in his influence. 
They did not send the securities to London. They 
did not select the sgent there. ‘And if that agent, 
the agent of an Administration State, and Adminis- 
tration interests, has. expressed opinions, it does 
not seem to accord very well with fairness and 
justice to bind us or the people of the country by 
them. It would be as fair and as just to receive as 
binding the allegations and opinions or the repre- 
sentative of that State, her Senator here, as conclu- 
sive. I should hardly be willing to place the evi- 
dence of the agent in London above that of the se 
lected representative of the State in Washington. 
The latter holds a far more commanding position. 
But what opinion do Huth and Co. express that 
its evidence is to be so controlling? It seems. to 
me, in substance, to be nothing more than this: 
that State securities, and those of Missouri among 
them, cannot be sold in the present condition of 
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things; and that those who wish to invest their 
money in them are not willing to do so because 
„they are fearful. of the opinions, and principles, 
nd. conduet which prevail, and which are to be 
anticipated from-the party in power in this country; 
but that they would he somewhat relieved, and 


‘ceed. | Now, if this opiaion be ever so absurd and 
monstrous, I, beg that we may not be saddled 
with it; that, if rebuke is to be given, it be ap- 
plied by: that State to this unworthy agent, and 
s: that he be taught by his principles more justice and 
; good. sense and courtesy towards them. It may be 
.-a difficult task for him to alter his convictions. 
> He buys and sells, not for himself, But for 
:. those who desire to make sure and permament 
op divestments. He does not buy to hold, but for 
- x Sale to others. The. London brokers and banking- 
houses are but the agencies through which the re- 
tired and quiet holder of money makes his invest- 
> ments, And if he will not buy, they cannot sell. 
And could he or they buy with safety? Was there 
: nòt justice in the opinion expressed? proper 
. grounds. on which any man would hesilate to 
hazard his property. Have not the General Go- 
. ¥ernment and Administration States said and done 
_ . enough to make a prudent man pause? Recollect 
the course of one State, and her want of punctu- 
ality in paying the interesi; the avowed principles 
<; Of the Executive of another State; the doctrines 
.. Promulgated in so many quarters of influence; and, 
-., Worse if possible than alj, the volunteer, unneces- 
; Sary. resolutions of this body about assuming State 
n debts. If you had money to lend, would you lend 
i: „Ìt those who avowed.such principles? Would you 
“fot prefer to lend it to those who entertained dif- 
„ferent principles, and acknowledged the unchang- 
_. dag obligation of their bonds, in whosever hands 
-., they might be found? 

But enough of this. I ought not to reason on 

Such a question on the floor of this body. Before 
the representatives of what are proudly called so- 
i vereiga States, shall it be said or insinuated, with- 
out rebuke, that the people of those States have 
been influenced in their highest act of sovereignty 
by the exchange of London? ls there money 

: enough in London and Paris, in Holland, or the 
. Combined wealth of Europe, to bribe the voters 
‘who decided the recent clection—to govern their 
_ suffrages, when great principles of Government 
and civil liberty are to be discussed and decided? 
Then, have I miscalculated the virtue of my coun» 

trymen. 

But it the gold of British bankers did operate 
with such a deadly and resistless power, it must 
have been somewhere, and can be pointed out. I 
ask where? In what State of the Union? Was it 
ia Indiana? or Ohiu? or Delaware? or Vermont? or 
Massachusetts? or Connecticut? or Rhode Island? 
or Georgia? or New Jersey? or was it in Missouri? 
or-which of the States was brought to ils vote by 
influence from the London Exchange? Let us 
bave some specification. And if no Single Siate 
be named, then I put it to Senators, and ask them, 
:one by one, to say whether it was iheir State that 

_ was “bought up by foreign capitalists? Was it in 
your State? or yours? or yours? No; no. stock- 
jobbing combinations could ever accomplish a po- 
litical revolution such as has changed the face of 
this entire land. I have no belief ia any such de- 
grading of persons or my country, I plant my- 
-self upon the intelligence, the honor, the virtue, of 
the American people, and I believe them far above 
the reach of any such influences. 

I do not believe the proposed scheme as to the 
lands will operate at all to remove from our deli- 
berations here the struggle of party opinions. If 

: c> things have reached that point, or if we are servile 
; and money bought, we had better at once, give up 
: the Republic to` the spoiler. It is not worth strug- 
-=s gling for, if it had become already so corrupt as 
: z Such arguments assume. Let each Senator apply 
: them to his own State, and is ke think them me. 
‘Tited, let him be content. Bat as applied toime 
<: andto mine, Lrepel them with indignation. 

I have now concluded what I have to say in re- 

gard to the amendment of the Senator from South 
: Caroling. 
The amendment proposed by the honorable Se- 
naior from Kentucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] comes 
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next, I Bave already exoressed some of my opi- 
nions in regard to that.“ But I now repeat the ex- 
pression of my hearty concurrence in a part of his 
amendmest. Ihave’said that I might be induced 
to go both for pre-émption and ‘graduation, pro- 
vided they are connected with distribution, but I 
must havé distribution; and even then the gradua- 
tion and the preemption must be carefully guarded. 
I am not ‘satisfied with his proposition in this re- 
spect. It, gives too much land. If the pre-emp- 
tion be, ifideed, intended for the poor man, half 
the amount he proposes to allow is amply. sufficient. 
I go on the presumption that the fact in this respect 
is as itis presumed to be by the law. Nor am I 
satisfied with a limitation of the pre emptive right 
to persons not worth a thousand dollars. I am 
willing that the poor man should possess a roof and 
a hearthstone that he may call his own, especially 
such as have had to strurgle wiih adversity, but I 
go on the ground that there should be no distinc- 
tion as to property in any of our legislation. It 
should be the act of the man, and not his property, 
that should form the ground of distinction. Give 
a privilege to-day because a citizen is not worth 
one thousand, and te-morrow you may and 
will make it ten, and the next day twenly— 
or you may, which is more probable, reverse it, and 
deny a privilege because he is too poor. Equal 
laws—equal privileges under the laws, and equal 
rights, for rich and poor—for poverty and wealth 
-—~even for profligate idleness and thriving industry 
—are the principles of ovr system—the theory of 
our institutions—the broad and immoveable basis 
of the religion we profess and the Jiberty we would 
cultivate. I am not willing to depart from it for 
any temporary expediency—or any ingenious 
theory. If it be right to give the settler on the 
public lands a preference in the purchase, let him 
have it without counting the number of dollars in 
his pocket—witheut telling him your poverty jus- 
lilies your nation’s chari y, or is the reason of your 
nation’s justice. Temptnot your citizens to make 
pretence of poverty that they may acquire, by gift, 
either privileges or wealth. [tis not a fit principle 
to guide our legislation. And yet, Mr, President, 
T must vote for this amendment of my friend (Mr. 
CRITTENDEN) from Kentucky, because his proposi- 
tion contains two objects: the distribution of the 
proceeds among the States and this modified pre- 
emption—and, by the rules of the Senate, I cannot 
have trem divided. I will take both, for the pre- 
sent, in preference to the bill of the committee, or 
the amendment of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Catuoun,] and will endeavor, in the 
final action, to separate them, and establish what 
better suits my views on this point. 

Having submitted my views ef the amendments, 
I have reached the bill of the commitiee, and in 
what I have to offer in regard to it, hope to be 
brief. Its particular provisions have already been 
examined by several Senators, and itis therefore 
the less necessary that I should dwell upon them, 
I could not make them more clear than they were 
made by the Senator from Connecticut on my left, 
[Mr. Huntineron,] whose argument I hold to be 
unanswerable, I yield to it my- assent, and need 
not, and shall not, attempt to repeat it. 

To the simple principle of pre-emption, as such, 
and connected with no trespass on the rights of the 
county, I have no great objection. I can, at least, 
content myself to submit to it if it be properly re- 
gulated. But here isa bill, calling itself a pre- 
emption bill, which holds out a thousand millions 
of acres of land as a lure to tempt ali people on the 
face of this wide world to come and scize it. It is 
2 bill without limit ia point of time, and almest as 
illimitable in point of territory—wholly without rc- 
striction as to color, race, or country. The Afri- 
can, the Indian, the Hindoo, the Austrian, the Ros- 
sian, the Spaniard, the Frenchman, the English- 
man, all are alike invited to come and take a portion 
of our soil and at once become American citizens, 
and receive a title to land which can never be re- 
called. Nay, we are so anxious to give away 
these lands that we offer them to infants of the 
age of eighteen, who cannot make a contract, under 
our laws, but whom we propose to free from the 
iron control of parental authority.. When we pur- 
chased the largest portion of this same territory, 
and were bound by solemn treaty, our supreme 


law, to recognise and protect the rights of the in- 
habitants, we refused all claims to titles unless the 
claimant was, when the right was acquired, the 
head of a family or twenty-one years of age,—3 
Laws, 652. Our liberality grows apace, in our 
zeal for pre-emptions—our justice is not so rapid in 


_its motions. We are quite ready to admit for the 


whole race of man what we denied to those in 
whose favor the obligations of right and mercy 
were presented. Who makes this grant? Who 
issues this irrevocable proclamation? The Govern- 
ment. I would suggest to you, sir, if it be not, at 
least, a plausible idea, that, when the Government 
thus grants land toan individaal, and he takes 
possession of it, the very act does not make him a 
citizen, and no subsequent escheat can interrupt his 
possession. But Ido not stop to discuss: this point. 
This bill is in violation cf all the principles of all 
the laws in regard to the public lands which this 
Government has ever passed. In 1807, when the 
“great apostle of Democracy,” who is quoted by 
some gentlemen much as the ancients quoted the 
responses of their oracles, was in the Presidential 
chair, a bill was passed directing the. Executive to 
carry the laws for the protection of the lands of the 
Indian and national domain into effect; and, if the 
settlers refused to submit, to use the force of the 
Government in removing them. On what princi- 
ple of that act is the present bill founded? I know 
thatit was imputed to that apostolic Chief Magis- 
trate, ashe has been irreverently called, that when 
he urged the passage and gave his assent to the 
Jaw, he had his eye on the Batture at New Orleans, 
and wished a pretext for removing the claimant; 
bat that I did not believe. I was one of ‘his ad- 
mirers, and was satisfied that the law origi- 
nated in a conviction, on the part of Congress, and 
on his part, also, that the public domain of the Uni- 
ted States was not to be trampled upon and plunder- 
ed. Subsequently and under peculiar circumstan- 
ces, the inhabitants of Lower Louisiana, and also 
of Kahokia, Kaskaskia, and one or two other set- 
tements, were granted pre-emption rights to the 
lands they held. On what grounds? Those in 
Lower Louisiana had taken possession of their 
lands in virtue of grants and public documenis 
from the Government which had ruled them; but, 
owing to some defee's of title, they were unable to 
enforce their right. . The country passed into our 
hands, and became subj-ct to our Government. 


These peop'e were not pre-emptioners in: any sense: 


now given to the term. They had not rushed upon 
their lands without pretence or color of tite. They 
settled in good faith, thinking they kad a valid title 
to the lands they oceupy. So in relation to the 
Kaskaskia settlers. They were the subjects of a 
foreizn Government, and had b-en upon their lands 
for a long course of years. They had improved 
their possessions, and accumulated around them 
the comforts of jife, and the Government resolved 
that it would not disturb them. This was just and 
right; but these people bad not gone upon land in 
violation of law, and taken possession of it by 
building a log cabin, or planting a potato patch. 
All our other pre-emption laws were influenced by 
considerations which operate on the judgment and 
justice of a Government. In all your laws, yeu 
shave said that, up toa given day, and under cer- 
tain specified circumstances, settlers who had pos- 
sessed themselves of your Jand should be protected, 
ana held at the prices for which you were willing 
to sell it. Bat what do you say here? Come one, 
come all. Come from the four corners of the earth 
and with the four winds of heaven, settle on our 
public domain, and take a quarter section of land 
to the reward of your merit. But this is not all. 
If eight or ten seize, together, upon one quarter 
seciion, they may spread themselves over all the 
adjoining land, till they have each got a quarter 
section. You send forth a proclamation’ to the 
houseless, the homeless, the unprincipled of the 
world, and throw open to them ail the publie land 
of all the States of this Union. While I speak 
thus, I must not be considered, and will not submit 
to be represented, as saying harsh and unkind things 
of those who are called pre-emptioners, I have 
burdens enough to bear, without this ‘addition of 
false and groundless accusations. I admit’ these 
settlers to be as upright, correct, and virtuons, in 
regard to other matters, as their fellow:citizens, 
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though I do not think them right in thus seizing the 
property of others. ; 
equal merit with others, save mm this—they have, 
heretofure, violated the laws of their country, and 
you now offer to bribe all the inhabitants of the 
globe to imiate thera. But while I will do them 
the amplest justice, I] cannot consent to sit here 
and hear it said that they are men of more perse- 
verance, industry, enterprise, virtue, and patriotism 
than those whom they have left behind them in the 
old States, or that the negro of Africa, the lazaroni 
of Naples, and the serf of Russia, have such me- 
rits, and may be rewarded at our expease. I am 
not willing to hear these perpetual contrasts be- 
tween the people of the old and the new Siates. It 
is constantly rung in cur ears that pre-emptiozers 
are men of great intelligence and enterprise—quite 
the guardians of the country. Indeed! Where 
did they get their intelligence? And if of more 
virtue, where did they acquire it? Of more deve- 
ttion to their country—on what theatre did they 
learo this extra ultra patriotism? ‘That they en- 
derstand the principles of civil liberty better— 
where did they get their knowledge? Who are 
they? They are either foreigners, coming here 
from lands of despotism, or they are descendants 
of the men cf the Revolution. If they come from 
abroad, why shall I admit their superiority over 
men born amidst the blessings, and imbued from 
their cradies with the love, of civil liberty? I ad- 
mit no such thing. But if they are the descendants 
of the men of the Revolution, how came they by 
such exclusive and peculiar virtuc?) No; when I 
admit their equality with others, I admit every thiog 
which can be justly demanded. Above all, I am 
not prepared to ackaowledge that theze settlers, 
either past or future, are men of such pre-eminent 
excellence that I am bound to submit to a wrong 
perpetrated on me and mine in order to reward 
them, I do not admire such contrasts. What 
right have the people of Elinois over the people of 
Delaware or New Jersey which authorizes us to say 
to them, You have so much merit, that we will 
take the property of the people of those States and 
give itto you? I hold it better and more jus! to act 
upon the principle that the people of the several 
States stand all on one common platform, end 
make provisions which shall apply equally to them 
all. 

There is another idea which has been advauced 
here, to which I can never yield assent, It is, that 
‘we are, now, at tbat point in the history of these 
lands where we enjoy, for the last time, the oppor- 
tunity of acting on them freed from cmpulsion; 
und if they are not new ceded, they will very soon 
be seized. [have said that this was not an arga- 
ment properly addressed to the jadgment: but what 
kind of argument is it to the feelings of an equal 
and an honorable man? To equal sovereign States? 
Gentlemen say, in substance, ‘We shail soon pos- 
sess the balance of power ia the valley of the Mis- 
sissippi, and then we can vote you down, and, then, 
we will have the land with your consent or with- 
outit.” If this were true, what sort of argument 
is it to address to me, as an independent Senator, 
Standing here in the discharge of my duty to my 
State? I do not believe itto be true. Iam not at 
all alarmed by the threat. In the first place, they 
Will not have the balance of power in the valley 
of the Mississippi, but, if they should, they will 
find, on this point, a divided empire. I do not ad- 
mit that, because they may have a majority of 
numbers, therefore political power must be on that 
bide of the mountains. There are many ober 
things which go to make up political power besites 
mere members. And among them, for I cannet 


pause for a full enumeration, are there not the ed- | 


vantages and influence of commerce and the means 
of protecting that commerce? ‘The connection and 
ready intercourse with other nations who certrol 
the interests of the civilized world? Fifty mi! 
of freemen may live and prosper in the great val- 
ley between the Alleghany and Rocky Mountains; 
but if they do, they will not form an exclusive 
Chinese Empire, but will seek avenues to and con- 
nection with those who can unite with them ia pro- 
moting their interests. Have not the fastnesses of 
their barrier mountains been already broken open, 
their ravines made streams for transportation, their 
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frosty summits iron passways for the farmer, the 
miner, ibe marofacturer to traverse with the pro- 
ducts of his labor to tie marts where that labor 
may best find i's recompense? Taey will not rely 
on the mouth cf the Mississippi alone, but on every 
bay, stream, and harbor of the Atlantic coast. 

In my opinicn, if this Union Jasts, no man will 
ever see the centre cf power a hundred miles west 
of Pusburg. I say to these aspiring States, you 
cannot get the political po ver of this country. But, 
if you do, itis an unfounded idea that all the feel- 
ings of the people of the valley of the Mississippi 
must be tributary to such notions in regard to the 
public lands. Where is Ohio now? Where will 
indiana shortly be, when there comes to be a new 
State beyond Missouri? Even now, Indiana, by 
her Legislature and her Senators, refuses to accept 
your bribe of the publiclands. And thus you will 
go on and find that as fast as new empires rise in 
the exireme West, just so rapidly will other States, 
now new, be passing over inte the condition and 
acquiring tke interests and feelings of old States. 
Your threats about seizing the public lands, be- 
canse you will have the balance of power, if ad- 
dressed to me as a persuasion to cede them to you 
now, f valne as nothing. I do not believe that 
your power to get possession of those lands will 
ever be greater thas it is at this moment. Hoar by 
hour, as Missouri, Arkansas, and Michigan, and 
Wiskonsan, aud iowa become settled, so also, hour 
by hour, wii other States wheel into line, and stand 
with us on the great question of the public domain. 

When I hear gentlemen proclaiming to us, in 
threatening tones, that this question must be setiled, 
that they will scon get the power, and then they 
will do, not what they suppsse to be wrong, but 
what I do, it gives me no alarm. Do they remind 
me that Wi-koncan will soon be a State, and will 
add weighi to their side of the balances? Ilok at 
Ohio, and remember ihat she is at our end or the 
beam. Do they threaten me with Iowa? [ look at 
Indiane. Do they point to the Far West? Ipoint 
them to the whole siope on this side the Mississip- 


pi. At every hour they must lose more than they 
gain. Iam tnerefore unconcerned on this point of 
force, But suppose they were able to. put their 


threats in execution, F hold the right of the old 
States to the public lands to be unquestioned and 
unquestionable; and if asked to surrender that 
whole domain, I say “Come and take it” If I 
r it, I had rather surrender it te the 
re of your power, than tamely give it up unr- 
der alarm at your threats. 

Í have but a word to say as to the idea that this 
Goverzment does not possess the power to enforce 
ifs own laws, to protect its own property, to perform 
its daty as trustee, It may be so; but is it wise 
te proclaim, in the ears of a listening world, that 
our boasted institutions, and this cur American 
Unicon; rest on such principics that we are incape- 
ble of protecting cur own admitted property? I 
know, indeed, too weil, that a spirit of resistance to 
law has rise, within a few years, far beyond the 
point it had ever ned. The historian, if faith- 
ful, will irage it to the last twelve years of oar au- 
nals, J know that there are men who are for tak- 
ing all power and judgment into their own hends, 
and whe posed that, uncer the influence of pas. 
sion and interest, they can decide better and more 
wisely than our judicial tribunals, and have 
higher authority than the laws of the land. Bat 
trust the hour has noi yet come announciag 
that, in America, the Government and the laws 
are pg enough to enforce the rights o 
nation against indiwiduals. Fhope itis netso. I 
would ask Sen from those States, and I wish 
them toaviwer ihe question, notio me, bat to 
themselves, would you prevent our own clizens 
from going to setiie on such portions of tbis land 
as now belong to your Siates? Are your State Go- 
vernments so weak, so broken down, that they ean- 
not prevent this? Where your States have had 
large tracts givén them, for works of internal im- 
provement, or for other objects, do you project 
your own land, or do yeu not? And if you do, is it 
right to come here and say tous “We, the State 
Governments, are abusdanuy strong to protect our 
sands, but you, the Government of the Union, are 
utterly powerless to protect yours?” It is demand- 
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ed of us that we shall pass pre-emption laws as an 
act of justice to the new States. These States hold 
large tracts of land, which are their own; will their 
Senators be good enough to show me the pre-emp- 
lions laws they have passed? Or do they. think it 
is well enovgh to_urge this policy upon-us, while 
they repudiace it themselves? How much strohger ~ 
would their argument be, if they could say, “This 
thing is right in principle, and you see we practise 
it in our own case?” Butis it so? Ifa pre-emp] 
tion law which is to affect my land isa good 
thing, why would it not be as good if it affected 
theirs? 

I have one more objection to urge. I feel strong 
repugnance to that feature which calls men of all 
nations to come and take a part of our public do» 
main. The invitation istoo broad. No matter 
whatclime aman may inhabit; no matter what 
hue a Soutbern san may have burnt upon his fea- 
tures, if he is in the form of man, he is invited. 
And itis now claimed for the States that they may 
make him a citizen at what time and on what 
terms they please. I have not read in the history 
of our Revolutionary struggle, in the Articles of the 
Confedera‘ion, or in the Federal Constitution, any 
thing which holds out to foreigners a bribe to come, 
nor jastifies the States in making them our fellow- 
citizens at their pleasure. These doctrines’ are 
new, but they fit each other, and united, lead to 
consequences which demand that we pause and 
refivc:. Why hold out such offers? Do we need an 
army of foreigners to come among us because we'are 
incapable of managing our own offairs? or because 
they are men of better political and moral prinei- 
ples? or that they may protect us? I repeat here 
what I said as to pre-emptioners, I will. not be 
thrown into the position cf one who is an opponent 
of foreigners. None of the miserable slang on 
that subject ccn apply to any portion of my life. 
The question here is not as to the terms on which 
we shall admit them, but as to the wisdom of thus 
inviting them, and to the power to admit them as 
citizens. cis not whether they shall pass through 
a probation of five years or of tea years, or whe» 
ther a simple oath of allegiance alone shall place 
them in tke possession of the privileges and under 
the obligations of citizenship. But who has a right 
to say what the terms of admission shall be? You 
invite them to take your landin Ilinois; can IHi- 
nois, as soon as they get possession, say they shall 
have the right of suffrage—be citizens of that 
Siate,and thus, by force of the Constitution, enti- 
ted to ail the privileges of citizens in another 
State? A Swede, or an African, who was never a 
slave in this country or elsewhere, who has been 
freed, accepts your invitation—takes your offered 
quarter sec:jon—can that State make him a citizen 
of the Union? Is this power of creating the citizen 
lodged in the States or in the Union? 

The question is not answered og affected by an 
amendment which was offered to that bill, that if 
the foreigner declared under oath his intention to 
make the land his home, he might be a pre-emp- 
tioner. i respects uct the mere oath of intention or 
allegiance. It rises higher. Can the States make 
a citizen of the Union? It was not so when we 
were colonies. Then the power was in the British 
Crown. The Parliament might say who should be 
admitted (o citizenship in England; but even Par- 
liament itself could not declare that a Frenchman 
should be a citizen of one of the British colonies. 
The Crown was then the depository of that power, 
And let me remark that there are few, if any, of 
the great principles of American liberty which are 
not ultimately founded on the prerogative of the 
British Crown, as in opposition to the powers of 
the British Parliaraent. The King prescribed to us 
who shovld be admiited as our fellow-colonis's. 
We gave vp tbat power to the Confederation. Be- 
jore that, each State was independent of every 
other in tnis respect. But the Confederation was 
to control the exercise of this power, lest one colony 
or State should, by admitting whom it pleased, be 
able virtually to say to another colony or Siate who 
should be iis citizens. The power given in the Con- 
federation over the subject of naturalization, was 
intended to reconcile the conflicting action of, the 
States. Some received citizens in one way, others 
in another, The power conferred on the Confede- 
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ration may be found in 1 Laws, 14, article 4. The 
reasons for giving it and the difficulties which 
arose. under it, are explained by Mr. Madison in 
‘The. Federalist. I need not detain the Senate by 
reading them. i 
“Then came the Federal Constitution which cre- 
ated the Union; and what does it teach? ls first 
words are, “We the people of the United States.” 
Who were they? They were the citizens of the 
United States. The honorable Senator from S uth 
Carolina-said he would like to hear a definition of 
what a citizen is. I have no skill at definitions, 
‘put [think I can deseribe who are and who are not 
citizens. At the time the Constitution was adopt- 
ei, the people of the States formed it. The mere 
holding of land did not constitute a man a citizen, 
or one of the people of the States. A Sta'e may, 
if she pleases, allow an alien to take land, and hold 
and transmit it by her laws, and yet he may not 
be a citizen of the State or of the United States. 
We must go beyond that. The moment you allow 
a maf the powér to vote, the moment you give him 
power tq vote ia ike political government, you 
make him'a citizen—one of the people. We need 
not go back to Rome on this matter: The man 
who possesses political power, united to the com- 
mon rights of person and property, is your cilizen. 
He must owe his allegiance here, be subject to all 
duties, possess ail rights, or he cannot be a citizen 
with us. The language, “We the people of the 
United States,” meant such, and none others. They 
formed; their Government. for themselves—not for 
Englishmen or Frenchmen—but for themselves 
alone, and such as they chose to admit, upon terms 
which they should, in their joint capacity, pre- 
scribe. ‘The power to prescribe these they could 
not leave to the States. Would you have- Mary- 
land say to New Jersey, you shall receive this man 
because I have made him a citizen? There was, 
therefore, a necessity of some common rule, and 
the authorily to prescribe it must be placed some- 
where, and it could be placed nowhere but in the 
common councils; and accordingly the Constitution 
declared that Congress should have the power “to 
ertablish a uniform rule of naturalization.” Could 
it be uniform, and yet leave the power to the States? 


Naturalization is the investing of an alien with the $ À, 


rights and privileges of one who is native born. 
That is the whole idea. When, therefore, the Con- 
stitution says that Congress shall have power to 
establish a uniform rule of naturalization, it means 
this, and this only: Congress shall prescribe the 
terms on which a foreigner, an alien, shall be ad- 
mitted to the rights of a native—be one of “We 
the people.” Can there be a uniform rule unless 
it is prescribed by some common central power, 
and by thatalone? There obviously cannct. The 
vety object.to be attained requires that the power 
should be vested exclusively in one body, in the Fe 
deral Government. 

I hold, therefore, the Gonstitution of Illinois and se 
much of the Constitution of Michigan as undertakes 
to admit foreigners to citizenship to be null and void 
~~a violation of the compact. We entered into the 
Union on certain terms and conditions relative to 
representation, taxation, and other matters. It 
was necessary for us to say who should be admit- 
ted ascopartners. But if an individual State may 
say this, the relative position of the States is 
changed—the conditions at once broken and de- 
stroyed. Illinois admits, we will suppose, 10,000 
persons to vote who are aliens, not naturalized, 
whom she has not had the consent of other States 


to admit—what is the effectupon New Jersey? It. 


is this: that foreigners, strangers probably to our 
principles of guvernment, our habits, our interests, 
to our very language, may outweigh and overcome 
the citizens of New Jersey in the choiceof a Chief 
Magistrate, and in all the management of all our 
public affairs, Is this fair? is it right? This doc. 
trine puts itin the power of certain States so to 
arrange as that foreigners shall send enough to 
make up the majority of Representatives on the 
floor of the other House, and may decide the choice 
of President. The States, it is said, are too wise 
and just, and will not do this. Ido no: say they 
will; but I would rather stand by the Union, and 
trust the principles of the Constitution than them. 
We agreed that there should be a uniform rule o 
naturalization—a uniform rule in New Jersey an 


in Michigan, in Delaware and in Illinois, But is” 


the rule now uniform? No. And if the other 
States should proceed after the example set by H- 
linois and Michigan, we shall soon have as many 
rules as there afe States. I am not willing that 
such an unconstitutional. and pernicious doctrine 
shall pass without giving it my condemnation. I 
insist that it isa violation of the Constitution. 
Read the powers granted in that instrament to Con- 
giess, and see if, where similar language is used, 
the power is not always exclusive. This pointhas 
been broaghts before the Supreme Court, and there 
wasno dissentient voice in regard to it. I dread 
the consequences of this doctrine, more especially 
when I see such a bill as this, iempting aliens to 
come, giving them our lands, that the States may 
make them citizens. I am not willing that the 
members of the House of Representatives shall re- 
. prevent aliens, for in process of time aliens may 
come to be a majority, and may choose my Chief 
Magistrate. This law may make them so nu- 
merous in Wiskonsan and Towa as to con- 
trol your native vote, and make laws for your 
States. I will not leave it to one State to say that 
sthey shall be permitted thus to control the general 
interexts of all the States. Whom may notsome 
of the States make citizens? Cast your eyes in 
certain directions, and you can readily see what 
might be done. And recollect that the moment a 
State has pronounced a man a citizen, the shield of 
the Constitution is placed over him for his protec- 
tion, and he must be protected as a cilizen, every 
where: in all the Sta‘es. I entreat gentlemen to 
pause before they establish this doctrine. Fer my- 
self, I willnot hold out inducements either to our 
own cit.zens or to aliens to come and take posses- 
sion of our public lands. Itis a proposition ob- 
noxious to the laws and to the Constitution, and to 
all the fundamental principles of our Government 
aad Union, and I must resist it. Iam willing fo- 
reigners sha!l come and enjoy all the privileges 
which I do—I am willing to have them as neigh- 
bors and as friends, and le: taem stand by our side 
in batile—but they must cease to be aliens first. 
My doctrine in regard to these lands is simple— 
neither clothed in mystery nor connected with party 
politics. We have a great inheritance for us, our 
children, and our children’s children We ought 
to preserve it, not give itaway or waste it. The 
hasty disposition of itis not demanded by our con- 
dition. Our population and our strength will not 
grow in proportion to our haste to part with it. We 
should have had our sixteen millions of citizens, if 
Wiskonsan and Iowa had not been thrown open to 
intrusion. We should not bave had a population 
so nearthe Rocky mountains and the Pacific, bat 
we should have had less cause for the expenditure 
of money, and more vigor to res'st a foe. Let us 
remember a maxim of wisdom—fesiina lente—and 
not throw over a regien which we cannot com- 
mand, a population: which we cannot, without dis- 
tress and difficulty, protect. Let vs give to enter- 
prise and to the pioneer all that enterprise and the 
pioneer may reasonably require, but Jet us reserve 
something for the citizens of the old States, who, 
when ropulation crowds, may there seek compe- 
tency and a home. The seaboard Siaies are thick- 
ening in the future years—and years with nations 
are but as days to individuals—they will be 
crowded, dense, requiring an outlet, like the com- 
pact regions of Eurcpe. Let it be found West— 
far West—but still within the boundar es of a com- 
mon empire of free institutions. Use these lands 
liberally, not wantonly—preserve, do not squander 
them. Let the citizen of the old States, who 
bought them, look to them as the heritage of his 
children, ‘Thus used, they will strengthen the 
Union, and last while centuries of liberty roll by. 


REMARKS OF MR. HUNT, 
OF NEW YORK, 

In the Beuse of Representatives, February 22, 1841— 
In Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, on the Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation 
Bill, in reference to the preposition submitted by 
him on the }8th of that month. 

Mr. HUNT said that gentiemen having made 

a motion whieh overrode the one submitted by him 

on Thursday last, defined their positions and dis- 


cussed, at length, matters and things in general 
acd that motion being now withdrawn, after 
having answered the purpose designed by it, the 
question recurred upon his own proposition, which 
was, to strike out the proviso of. the section under 
consideration. His proposition was a plain, mat- 
ter of fact, business one, and the remarks be had 
now to submit were of an unpretending, business 
character. Time had been, at a former period 
of the session, when he had felt desirous of giving, 
somewhat at large, his views in relation to the 
course of policy of the present Administration, the 
present condition of the country and its finances, 
and our future prospects; the opportunity to do so 
had not been given him, and he felt that the time 
fur such discussion had now gone by. 

The ckairman of the Ways and Means, in un- 
dertaking to reply to the greunds upon which he 
had based the motion, had been more oracular, and, 
as it seemed to him, (Mr. H.) Jess ingenuous 
than was his wont. Wiih an apparent air of tri- 
umph, he had asked, how the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. H.) could claim to be a friend of 
retrenchment and reform, while submitting his pro- 
position to strike out the proviso of the bill? How 
gentlemen could, on this floor, support such a pro- 
position, (as the one to strike out,) with the fact 
before them, that the clerk of the Federal Courtin 
the city of New York had received $18,000 per an- 
num; the district attorney of the Southern district 
of New York $28,000 a year; and the marshal of 
Mississippi $87,000 a year? 

And all this (said Mr. H.) was put to the com- 
mittee and to the country as news, as information 
communicated to this House for the first time by 
the chairman of the Ways and Means, when most 
of it had been in possession of gentlemen for near 
a twelvemonth past. 

He (Mr. H.) had, on a former occasion, stated 
thathe had in his own mind doubted whether he 
had not better leave the former part of the proviso 
Standing, that part requiring quarterly returns of 
the amount of fees and emoluments, with a view 
of guiding future legislation; but upon reflection he 
had felt satisfied that sufficient information had al- 
ready been received to enab’e a committe? to cer- 
rect these flagrant abuses. TIe had stated, in all 
sincerity, that should he be spared to take his say 
in the 27th Congress, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means would find him, (Mr. 
HL.) if not in advance, at least by the side of the 
gentleman in every legilimate work of legitimate 
reform, „And he should redeem the pledge thus 
given. Retrenchment and reform were called for 
by the people—the doctrine was afcardinal one with 
the incoming Administration. But to correct all 
the abuses of an Administration that, for twelve 
years past, had been squandering the money of the 
nation in support of parasites and favorites, in de- 
moralizing the country and breaking down its in- 
stitutions, was a work, not of a moment, but of 
patience, labor, and time. 

The chairman had said that you have an exam- 
ple of the sort of connection proposed by the pro- 
viso in your custom houses and your land offices 
—that the officers of these establishments receive 
by way of compensation a per centage on the re- 
venues collected and the amount of land sales. Be 
itso, Yet a very little reflection would convince 
the worthy chairman that the cases bore no ana- 
logy to each other, and that the practice of Govern- 
ment, in relation to the collectors of customs and 
the land offices, went but a very little way, if any, 
towards answeripg the objections urged by him 
(Mr, H.) to the proviso ix question. 
are sold at the minimum Government price of a 
dollar and a quarter per acre. The hardy pioneer, 
the actual setiler, and the Jand-shark, the speculator, 
must pay this amount, whether the receiving or 
collecting officers receive any compensation or not. 
That Government chooses to pay its collecting 
efficers by giving them a per centage on the 
amounts collected, adds not a farthing to the bur- 
dens of the purebaser, or to the price of the lands. 
Precisely so is it with the customs. The duties im- 
posed from publie policy, for protection, for 
countervailing the action of foreign Governments, 
or, as Southern gentlemen perhaps will prefer sta- 
ling it, for revenue alone, are to be paid at all 
events, And the burden tothe tax payer is not in- 
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creased by giving a compensation to the officer 
from the gross amount collected. 

Not so with the district attorneys. Wih the 
exception of a salary of $200 allowed most of them, 
their compensation was made up of fees, increased 
by the increase of business done by them. The 
chairman had said these fees were too large. Mr. 
H. had said the same, when he originally sub- 
mitted his proposition. He had said the amounts 
received were entirely disproportioned to the labor 
rendered; and whiist he would allow to public 
Officers a liberal compensation—one which would 
command the talent and worth of the country—he 
would cheerfully unite in any well devised 
plan for releaving the people, and thus reducing 
the amount received by these Federal cfficers. 

But the original bill proposes no relief to the un- 
fortunate suilor—to the class of men, of all others, 
Teast able to bear excessive burdens. No; so` tbat 
Government may bnt replenish coffers emptied by 
its own extravagance and profligacy, the poor 
may continue to struggle.on under the load of ex- 
cessive impositions: And this is the practical 
operation of the chairman’s ideas of reform—of 
retrenchment. A fair exponent of the doctrine 
preached on the house tops, and believed by acon- 
fiding people tweive years ago—not a principle of 
whick has been carried out. 

Passing from the bill, as reported by the com- 
mittee, and looking for a moment to the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Tromrson,] in connection with the other propo- 
sition coming from the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Cave Jounson,] other and insuperable ob- 
jections present themselves. Mr. H. had no ob- 
jection to the proposition to place the Federal offi- 
cers on the same footing with those of the re- 
spective States—let the tariff of fees be the same 
for both classes; but the two prepositions alluded 
to, and which gentlemen of the Administration, in 
their new-born zeal in the cause of economy, had 
the power to establish, would produce the resalt of 
levying a duty for the Treasury ef perhaps 50,000 
dollars from the marshal in the State of Missis- 
sippi, by one seale of State fees, and only 10,000 
dollars from the same officer ia the State of New 
York by another and totally different scale of fees. 
And this system of imposition of duties, excises, or 
taxes, call it by what name you please, was at war 
with the 8th section of the Ist article of the Con- 
stitution; that section provides that the Congress 
shall have power— 

“Tst. To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, 
to pay the debts and provide for the common defence and 
general welfare of the Untied States; but all duties, im- 
posts, and excises, shall be uniform throughout the United 
States? = 

The want cf uniformity was of itself a sufficient 
objection, in his mind, to the course of legislation 
how proposed. This course was also,in his opi- 
nion, (though he did not profess to be very learned 
in rules of order,) opposed to all orderly legislation. 
It was thrusting into a simple appropriation bill 
provisions changing existing laws. in reference to 
an important class of officers; provisions hastily 
propounded amidst the hurry of debate, without 
consultation, without deliberation, and but ill esl- 
culated, inhis judgment, to effect any beneficial 
object. If this sort of legislation was to be 
tolerated, we musi, ere long, look into the Appio- 
priation bill for ibe civit department for all the im- 
portant provisions which are ta regulate the con- 
duct of the federal officers of the Government. 
Buthe bad not placed bis objection mainly on 


the ground of order, He barely noticed that 


ground as worthy, he thought, of grave consi-- 


deration. 

The true remedy for the difficaliies under which 
the country had for years labored in reference to 
the officers included in the bill in committee was, 
coolly, deliberately, and understandingly to frame 
a distinct bill making them salary officers, having 
reference to their location and the business dove 
by them, as ascertained by an examination of a 
serie s of years; or by afec bili, governed in its 
graduation by the same considerations; and not to 
institute a partnership between this Government 
and its officers, in an income wrung from the poor, 
aad that, too, by provisions such as, ie his opi- 
nion, would, in their result, leave the Governmeat 
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in some of the States without Marshals, Clerks, 
or District Attorneys, 
Men fit for the 
them under the 

amendments. 
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DEBATE ON THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 
SPEECH OF MR. W. C. JOHNSON, 


OF MARYLAND, 

In the House of Representatives, February 5, 1841— 
On the bill providing for an issue of Treasury 
notes. 

The bill authorizing the issue of Treasury notes 
to the amount of five millions of dollars being under 
consideration, and Mr. Barnaro of New York 
having moved to strike out the enacting clause of 
the bill, giving notice that, if the motion prevailed, 
and a report to that effect should be made to the 
House, he would then offer the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the subject of making provision for the wants 


of the Treasury be referred back to the Commnittee of Ways 
and Means, with instructions— 

First. To bring in a bill authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to borrow ten millions of dollars ou the credit of the 
Government, and to issue bonds or scrip therefor. 

Second. To bring in a bill imposing duties for additional 
revenue on wines, silks, linens, spices, and other articles, be- 
ing luxuries, Im;orted into the United States; but in such 
manner as not to conflict with the principles, policy, and spi- 
ritof the act of March, 1833, commonly called “the Compro- 


Stations would not take 
cperations of the proposed 


. Mise Act.” 


After Mr. Apams kad concluded his animated 
speech, 

Mr. WILLIAM COST JOHNSON of Mary- 
land rose-and obtained the floor, but was re- 
quested by Mr. Wise to yield it for a short 
explanation. 

Mr. Wiss haviug concluded his remarks in re- 
spouse to Mr. ADAMS, 

Mr. Jonsson proceeded by saying that nis pur- 
pose in gaining the floor was not to continue th 
exciling and personal diccussicn. When the gen- 
Ueman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] yielded 
the floor to him for an instant, he bad, if be might 
be allowed to use the cant expression of the day, 
defined his position; and he doubted not that it was 


fully comprehended, notwithstanding the intended . 


sarcastic remark of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, He would, however, say that it gave him 
no distress of mind to be classed with those who 
thought that their character and their honor were 
worth being preserved and protected. Whilst the 
gentleman rebuked, with so much severity, the 
consequences which grow out of personal discus- 
sions and zssaulis, who was there so fond as bim- 
self in generating what he denounced? Fn the 
whole range of his observation, (Mr. J. said,) he 
knew of no one who seemed move io take as a mo- 
del and a study the striking characteristic of “Tam 
O’Sbanter’s wife” than that gentieman—“of nursing 
his wrath to keep it warm.” He did not envy, nor 
would be discuss the propriety or morality of, such 
a course; bui would proceed briefly to explain his 
main object in claiming the attention of the com- 
mittee. 

[Mr. P. i. Tuomas here asked Mr. Jonnson to 
give way fora motion that the commiltee should 
rise. Mr. J. said he would as williegly conclude 
what be had to say thal evening as in the morning; 
but, as be was wiiling to consult the pleasute of 
the eommiitee, he would yield the floor the motion, 
The motion was made and the commiitee rose.] 

Toe next day, when the House weni into com- 
mittes, Mr. Jonson resumed and said that his 
purpose, when he reached the ball this morning, 
was 10 occupy not more than five or ten minutes of 
the time of the committee, and then fo move that 
the committee should rise and report the biil 
aad amendments te the House, but he found 
ihe House bad resolved to continue the dis- 
cussion in the committee until seven o’clock 
this evening. He would stiil, however, be very 
brief and general in his remarks, as he had pre- 
pared no data, and it was the farthest from his par- 

ose to make a set speech. He shouid not do so 
because he had, from the commencement, been op- 
posed to the scope of the whole discussion. He 
was opposed to it, because he foresaw, or thought 


he foresaw, in its ineipiency, that there was no ob- | 


ject of publie and permanent good to be attained— 


that the whole discussion was thrown open merely 
for argumentation.- He believed from the begin- 
ning of the session, that the pariy which controls 
in this hall—the Administration party proper—. 
meant to du nothing, studiously intended to do 
nothing, of a salutary and usefal character, be- 
yond the necessity of passing the usual appropria- 
Ucn bills. That they meant to adopt no measure 
of general relief for the suffering country—were 
for allowing the session to pass through in profit- 
less debate, and were for throwing the whole re- 
sponsibility of every public measure on the Admi- 
nistration which is quickly to succeed them. Under 
this full aud firm conviction he was unwilling to 
trespass on the attention of the committee, or waste 
time which might much more properly be devoted 
to the consideration of private bilis, and measures 
which could not be tortured into party questions. 
But if there was cne solitary member of the com- 
mittee, of either of the two great political parties, 
who believed it to be the intention of the committee 
to act definitely on the question before them—on 
any great measure of public policy—any general 
systein of finance—any enduring and abiding mea- 
sure of naiional utility, he should be most happy 
to know who that member was, and he would ac- 
knowledge he had done that member at least ine 
justice in forming the conclusion to which he had 
arrived. If (said Mr. J.) I thought that this com- 
mittee meant or intended to take up for final ac- 
lion the great questions of the day, I should be 
among the first and the most anxious to see it done, 
and if my public duty should admonish me to give 
my views, | should do it most cheerfully. 

Mr. J. said he would not go into a discussion of 
the bill immediately before the committee, in rela- 
tion to issuing of Treasury notes, because he had 
given his views on the subject in sessions gone by. 
At the exira session of Congress, he was the first 
who give his opinions on the subject, and he did 
not feel disposed to renew or repeat them. It was 
enough to say that he had from the commencement 
opposed the whole plan and system of Treasury. 
notes. He had voted, at the extra session of Con- 
gress, and subsequeatly, against the emission of 
Treasury notes, and meant todo so again. No 
amendment of the bill could elicit his support or 
vote forit, He went against the measure then be- 
cause he thought it unconstitutional, and he had 
seen nothing, heard nothing, to change his opinion. 
If he had a doubt upon his mind as to the power, 
he should net vote for ihe measure, because the 
Constiiu'im points cut two other remedies for 
every emergency to which the Government is sub- 
jectin its fiscal operations. Itis declared in the 
Constitution that Congress shail have the power to 
borrow money and to raise revenue from customs. 

e would go fora direct loan to meet the instant 
emergency; he would have gone for it at the extra 
session, and he would go heart and hand for a moe 
dification of the revenue laws, that the revenue of the 
Government might be made adequate to meet the 
liabilities of the nation. He would most cheerfully 
advocate and support these two measures, at the 
same moment and in the same Dill. But, as he 
had avowed his belief that the Administration 
meant to do nothing for the permanent policy of 
the nation, he was willing that the responsibility 
should fali on the Adminisiration in relation to the 
measures which it may either carry forward or 
emit; and he would not leap in advance of this 
Admiuistraiion to place himself in the van of the 
next. Ele should let this Administration pass 
through ailits course, do its own work, asit has 
power to dẹ, in its own way, and, when the next 
comes into power, it can take its latitude and de- 
parture—ean move forward witha knowledge of 
the past, and witha full hope of the futnre to 
speed it, As eh i 

Mr. J. said he was not in his seat when the dis- 
cussion commenced, and had not heard two or 
three speeches made early in the debate; yet, in re- 
Jaticn to ihe proposition of the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Barrarp,) who had moved to 
sirike out the enacting clause in the bill, for the 

urpose of offering an amendment, which is now 
on the table, to wit, that revenue shall be raised by 
a duty on luxuries, taking the precaution not to ine. 
terfere with the compromise act, whilst he would 
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not go into a discussion of the question, evin thus 
presented, he would give an opinion sc far as to 


say that he would, with great che. rfulness, vote for | 


it. Bat be did not expect to be called on to do this, 


for the committee would never take a vote on the | 


subject; or, if it went to the House, it would never 


be passed upon at thissession. But, having alluded | 


to ‘the ‘proposition of the geneman «from ‘New 
York, he felt called upon, as an act of justice to 
him, to say, that an imputation made the other day, 
that the plan was concocted in the dark, was a 
subtle and canvassed scheme, the result of caucus 
or hidden deliberation; that it was a secret spring 
io entrap the South, for the purpose of imposing a 
high tariff of protection, was, in every respect, un- 
founded and groundless. ‘The gentleman from 
New. York [Mr. Barnarp] had submitted his pro- 
position to him, and. he [Mr. Jc anson] had candidly 
given him his opinion, which was, that it would be 
useless and nugatory, that it might lead to discus- 
sion, but no could be anticipated from i, as there 
would be no vote taken; and the gentleman declared 
at the time, that ke would move it as his own indi- 
vidual opinion, and that he meant, whilst on the 
floor, to debate it as his own proposition. 

Mr. Honr of New York here rose, and Mr. 
Jonnson gave way for a moment. 

Mr. Honr said he had desired speaking upon the 
bill now in committee, but had hitherto failed in 
gettirg the floor; and after the order which had been 
read this morning, to take the bill out of committee 
atseven this evening, he did not feel any disposition 
to struggle further for the foor—he could not un- 
dertake to speak by a stop watch. He would, 
therefore, now only say a word in reference to a 
prominent topic introduced in this debate. He 
alluded to the tarif. And his sole object was to dis- 
abuse, so far as in.his power, Southern gentl:men 
whom he felt confident wished not to deceive them- 
selves or others on this subject. Mr. H. said he 
represented one of the largest, wealthiest, and most 


floutishing manufacturing districts in the State of 


New York, and he wished to say for that district 
and himscif, that amongst the intelligent and pa- 
iriotic men of that district engaged in manufactures, 
there was no disposition nor desire to interfere in 
the slightest degree with the spirit of the compro- 
mise act. In the revision of our tariff Jaws, which 
must soon (at ail events) take place in reference to 
the revenues necessary to carry on the Government, 
his constituents would desire nothing which the pa- 
triotic statesmen of the South would themselves 
consider objectionable. 

Mr. Jonnson continued. He was very glad to 
have heard the remarks which had just fallen from 
the honorable gentleman from New York, although 
his allusion was to a different gentleman from that 
State. He was especially happy to hear what had 
been said, as it convinced him the more in what he 
was about to say to those of his friends from the 
South who have been so extremely captious on 
the question of the tariff, that they have done 
the mover of ihe proposition alluded to injustice, 
and he believed that whole region of country in- 
justice. But while he had doubted the cdvantage 
of introducing the proposition at this time, he would 
Fay, as one living south of Mason and Dixon’s line, 
that he approved of the measure—thouch? it wise 
and statesmanlike; and if he thought the commit- 
tee was in a temper and mood to go into an ex- 
amination of the merits of the quest.on, ke wonld 
offer an argument in its support. Tle differed from 
some of his Southern frivads, who were +o excited 
on the question. He differed from thern—first in 
principle, and next in policy. He differed from 
them in. principle, because he thought ihe whole 
entire question one proper and fit to be talked 
about, to be discussed, reasoned on, examined, and 
decided upon. He thought it fit and proper, in the 
Legislature of the nation, that all questions of po- 
litical consideration—all questions of vast national 
moment, if. within the scope and jaricc:ction of 
Congress, should be calmly met and deliberately 
discussed. He differed with many of his Southern 
friends in the policy of their course, because, as the 
weakest portion of the Union. in numbers, they 
should’ not force a collision’ with the North when 
the North has shown no disposition to urge a pto- 
teetive tariff, and is willing that the spirit of the 


“ber or their beauty. 
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compromise should be the basis of a new adjust- 
ment of the revenue laws. Are not the apprehen- 
sions of some Southern gentemen appeased by the 
disclaimer made the other day by the gentleman 
from Massachuseits, [Mr. Cusuina,] and by a si- 
milar disclaimer just made by the gentleman from 
New York? Let it be remembered that these gen- 
tlemen represent the strongest and most opulent 
manufacturing districts in their respective States. 
They have both stated that the alarm which has 
been sounded is unfounded, and that they are wil- 
ling to meet the South on a proposition in confor- 
mity with the Compromise aci; and if the people of 
the South say that they prefer a revenue adequate 
to the wants of the Government shall be raised by a 
tax on luxuries, ‘not interfering with the ‘compro- 
mise act, they’ are willing, and will go hand and 
heart with them. This has a!l been said, and yet 
we find gentlemen on this floor not only endeavor- 
ing to fan up the fires which have been exhausted 
in years gone by, but absolutely to fret the cold 
ashes into heat and flames. 

Mr. J. said he would again ask those gentlemen 
who commend this course of action, whether, as 
Southern men, they are cither wise or judicious in 
thus trying to force the people of the North into col- 
lision? What pretence had they to do so, when 
the North said to them, adopt your own plan and 
we will go with you? Is there a State in the 
whole South which can ask more than this? Is there 
one that is so anxious for strife as to hoist the war- 
flag when it has no enemy to encounter? 

Mr. J. said he had not been present when the 
debate commenced, having been detained from the 
House by indixposition, The first speech which 
he had heard was from his friend from South Ca- 
rolina, [Mr. Tuompson.] It was as peech so re- 
plete with argument, yet so simple and clear in itself 
—so fullof practical wisdom—that he subscribed 
most cheerfully to its temper and its reasoning, He 
would not attempt to repeat the arguments, because 
it would be but to weaken and dilute them; and to 
dwell upon thsir force would be bat to turn the 
prism to give varied tints and more blended hues 
to the primitive colors, without adding to their num- 
He heard the gentleman from 
Georgia, |Mr. Nisser] in reply to the gentleman 
from Sonth Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr,] and to his sys- 
tem of direct taxation. His arguments, also, were 
compete and conclusive; and, esa Southern man, 
be most cordially gave his assent to them—both 
to their spirit and their letter. They had been 
aitempted to be met, but not in the spirit in 
which they were offered, nor on their meri's 
~-but had been tortured by every gentleman who 
had attempted to answer them. First, by as- 
suming that the argument wag ia favor of a tariff 
of protection, which on the contrary it repudisted; 
and, secondly, by asserting that the Nort wished 
to force a high protective tariff upon the Scuth, 
which ihe Northem members openly, and sgain 
and again, have disavowed. Failing to excite 
others, gentlemen have themselves become excited; 
but ke would predict that the excitement would be 
confined to that hall, It would meet with no re- 
sponse from the refluent voice of public opinion. 
Gentlemen warn the South to be arped. Why? 
for wha? Beeanse the Northern members say, in 
adjusting a greai national question, they wish to 
consult wilh the South. Is this more than they 
have aright to dc? Is it more than they ough: 10 
dc? Yet are we appealed to to stand by our arms 
—to aitack we know not whom, and to fight for 
we know not whai! He had himself, in the short 
euse of his life, met with so many real dangers, 
that be could not afford to be so prodigal of his 
courage as !0 expend much of it upon intangible, 
if not imaginary, difficulties. He cov'd net retum 
home among xis constituents and awaken the 
echoes of his native mountain with the bugie note 
of alarm, or exeile the peaceful and industrious in- 
habitants of the rich vales and green slopes with 
furebodines of evil. Were he to do so, they would 
regard him as wild as “the goat upon the hills.” 
The time was when the Soath was excited on the 
question of the tariff, partly by the measure itself, 
and partly from political considerations—there was 
great hostility to the measure, and no little to its ad- 
vocates, In that excitement, other questions and 
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other interests were merged, for perhaps he ought 
not to say sacrificed. The great grain-growing 
and tobaceo-growing interests of his own region 
were lost sight of ina discussion for years about 
raw cotton and manufactured fabrics. It was then 
said, if you will but destroy this onerous and op- 
pressive measure of Government—if you will also 
quite destroy the odious and frightful monater, the 
Bank of the United States, we, who have been 
crushed into the dust, as my friend from Georgia 
(Mr. ALrorD] said the other day, the cotton inte- 
rest, will revive—Southern hopes and Southern 
prosperity will then bloom again—the cotton inte- 
rest will rear up its drooping head amidst the de- 
luge of national oppression, and another Eden will 
present itself bright and joyous—the whole South 
will be made rich, wealthy, and prosperous. 

Mr. Chairman, (said Mr. Jonnson,) I must be 
pardoned if, in making these hurried remarks, I 
draw the memory of the committee, and especially 
those from the cotton-growing region, for one in- 
stant, back to the state of things which existed at 
the time to which I have alluded, and which have 
since occurred. 

[Mr. Atrorp, of Georgia, here rose, and asked 
his friend from Maryland to give. way, to enable 
him to offer a word of explanation. My friend (said 
Mr A.) having alluded to me, I embrace this op- 
portunity to make a short explanation. Iam truly 
gratified to see the spirit of compromise that pre- 
vails here this morning, in regard to the tariff ques- 
tion, and to see our. Northern friends agree to com- 
mit themselves to the Compromise, And I would 
ask the gentleman from Maryland, with all his con- 
tempt for what some others from the South have 
said, what he thinks it is that has produced this 
spirit of compromise in this House? The gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Barwarp] certainly 
made a strong remark in regard to a protective ta- 
riff, when he said he hoped this nation would make 
such a tariff as would afford some protection to the 
manufacturer of the North. That was and is 
strong language, and the gentleman from Mary- 
lend will certainly admit the fact, even now pub: 
lished in his printed explanation in the National In- 
teligencer, while every word of mine and of the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wiss] has been sup- 
pressed. iagain say, Iam happy to see the spirit 
which prevails here now; and if gentlemen had 
committed tsemselves at first as distinetly as now, 
it wonld have spared me the trouble of saying one 
word. And I stated, as the gentleman from Mary- 
land will remember, that the productions of his 
district are very different from those of mine. 

Mr. Baryard desired the gentleman from Mary- 
land fo alow him the floor for one moment. He 
said it was not of any great consequence to repeat 
what he had already stated; but, as recently the 
whole course of debate hss tended to a misappre- 
hension cf what he had at first said in reference to 
the bill, he would now say that, during the whole 
course of his remarks on that oceasion, he did not 
uiter one word in the least degree inconsistent with 
toe remarks made yesterday—not one word—and 
he would beg leave to read a single sentence from 
those remarks: 

“Thope that duties on imports will be so imposed—presery” 
ing, as [hope may be done, without sacrificing any great na 
tional interest, (he policy of the Compromise Act. That, while 
we shall have revenue enough to meet the economical wants of 
Government, the rich shall not escape taxation by receiving 
their luxuries free of duties, the poor shall be relieved from uv- 
due and heavy burdens, and the industry of the country shall 
be protected from the injurious policy and measures of foreign 
legislation.” 

These remarks (continued Mr. BARNARD) are 
reported with great accuracy, and the only one is 
given in which, speaking of the future and not of 
the present, a misconstruction could arise: yet, 
upon this slight foundation, had a mountain of 
misapprehension been reared, 

Mr. Jounson said he should not go into any im- 
vestigation of the fact whether the disclaimer of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, JMr. Cusnina,] 
to which he had alluded, was made before or. sub- 
sequent to the speech of his worthy friend from 
Georgia. His impression was, that the disclaimer 
was made prior to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Atroap.] | 

Mr. Cusuina begged leave to say that it was cor- 
rect, as has been suggested; that his remarks were 
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made prior to those of the honorable gentleman 
from Georgia, and whilstup he would add, that 
there might be no misundersianding in regard to 
his remarks, that whatever might be the precise 
meaning of the Compromise act, was a. very se- 
rious question, much mooted in that House. As 
to this, he said nothing: of course, saying nothing 
as to what may be the precise import of the Com- 
promise act, he could not have undertaken to say, 
and did not now say, whether he adhered to it asa 
specific compact. What he then said, what he 
now says, is, that he was for pirsuing a spirit of 
moderation, compromise, and conciliation on this 
subject, and did not ask, as had been stated, for an 
extravagant protective tariff. 

Mr Atrorp said: He alluded more particularly 
to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Hunr,] 
who had but recenily given an explanation. 

Mr. Jounson resumed, and said he should not 
yield the floor again, unless some remark which he 
might make should render an explanation necessa- 
ry; but he would ask the gentleman from Massa- 
whusetis, if he would permit him, whether, by his 
present remarks, he meant to qualify or vary bis 
remarks made the other day, and published in the 
Intelligencer? 

Mr. Cusnina-said: In no respect, in either letter 
or spirit. 

Mr. Lixcoun said: My colleague speaks for his 
constituents, and not mine. 

Mr. Jounson continued. That the original pro- 
position of the gentleman from New York may be 
distincily understood, he would ask the Cleri to 
read that portion of it whic alludes to the plan of 
raising revenue, and to the Compromise act. It 
was then read as follows: 

“Second. To bring ina bill imposing duties for additional 
revenue on wines, silks, linens, and spices, and other articles, 
being luxuries, imported into the United States, but in such 
manner as not to conflict with the principles, policy, and spirit 
anra ast of. March, 1833, commonly called the Compromise 

Mr. Jounson said that his object in requiring the 
reading of the proposition was to revive the rc- 
collection of the’ committee, and show that there 
was no hidden mystery in it, no plan or object to 
create a high tariif, or to disturb the legitimate in 
tention of the Compromise act; and though the in- 
terruplions which he had encountered for explana- 
tions had kept hina much longer on the floor than 
he expected or desired, yet he must express his gra- 
tification at the frank avowal of his friend from 
Georgia, [Mr. A.rorn,] and was pleased to find 
that that gentieman’s apprehensions were removed 
since hehad first taken the floor. He disclaimed 
any purpose to excite fee'ing or prejudice in any 
quarter of the Union, and if any thing he had said 
had been felt, it was not owing to the temper or 
motive in which it had been uttered, but to the truth 
of tae remark itself. Noone approved, Mr. J. 
said, more than he did, of the zeal with which the gen- 
teman from Georgia always defended his position 

- and the inierests of ‘his Stale; but the very feelings 
which actuated him should convince him that the 
right of opinion aud discussion should be allowed 
to other genilemen who represented other interesis 
on this floor—interests which were not antagonisti- 
cal, but far more harmonious and homogeneous 
than some members believed. His object in. in- 
viting attention to the past was to understand bet- 
ter the present, so that the policy of the Govern- 
ment could be wisely directed to the future. It 
was for that purpose alone that he hed alluded to 
to the state of facts which had existed but a few 
yearsago, and the arguments then urged. These 
he wished to contrast with the present state of 
things, and desired that gentlemen would reconcile 
and explain them, so that he might vote under- 
standingly, and conceive aright the existing and 
future course of policy to be pursued in legislating 
for the whole country. To this end, and with this 
view, he was going to show, when he was inter- 
rupted by his friend from Georgia, [Mr. Atrorp,] 
that at the time of the high excitement, a few 
years ago, in the South, we had a National United 
States. Bank anda tariff—that it was, then urged 
that these were the causes of great oppression to 
the cotton-growing interests, Now the facts which 
he wished to present were those drawn from the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury in 1836, 
onthe subject of cotton, by resolution of Congress, 


and from Fortene’s steeks. In 1801, the amount 
of cotton expotted from the United States was 
about twen'y-ene millions of pounds, and it gradu- 
ally increased unti! 1836, when it amounted tofcur 
hundred and twenty-two or three millions of 
pounds. For the greater pertion of that time the 
bank existed and the tariff was in force, and during 
ail that long period, withal! the vicissitudes of 
commercial fluctuation and misforiune—all the in- 
cidents of exchanges and currrency, the Secretary 
of the Treasury informs Congress that the average 
price of cotton was, from 1801 to 1836, sixteen 
cenisper pound. He al-o states that, at ten cents 
per pound, the culture of cotton afforded a 
good profit to the producer, and the authority to 
which he had referred wil! show that, within that 
period, after paying all the expenses of labor and 
production and investment, overand beyond a pro- 
fitable regulay business, at ten cents per pourd, the 
cotton planters realized a profit of upwards of six- 
ty millions of pounds sterling. 

But the United S:ates Bank bas been destroyed, 
the tariff has almost entirely faded ‘away by the 
graduating Compromise act, and how stands the 
price of cotton now? Has it averaged since 1836 
sixteen cents per pound? Does it sell at this mu- 
ment for half that price? We all know that it 
does not. Mr. J.said he would be pleased if some 
gentleman would explain the cause of the present 
low price of that important staple. Can they re- 
concile the present low prices with the sophistry 
of “the forty bales theory.” 


(Mr. Tuompsox of Mississippi kere said that he 
wished to call the attention of the gentleman from 
Maryland to the price of cotton between 1828 and 
1832.] 


Mr. Jonson responded, that it was not his put- 
pose to dwell on details, but he spoke of general 
propositions and manifest facs He knew that 
the price of cotton varied between those years, and 
that it varied between the year 1801 and 1836; that 
sometimes it rose as high as twenty-five and thirly 
cents; but he was speaking of the average price as 
given by the Secretary of the Treasury. Ile was 
anxious: to see conclusions drawa by others from 
the facts which he had presented, as these facts for- 
cibly impressed his mind with the belief that the 
question of revenue should be seitled by calm rea- 
soa, and nat by impassioned declamation, ad- 
dressed to the fears rather than to the understand- 
ing of the committee. He did not mean to urze a 
protective tariff, but was most strenuously opposed 
to a system of direct taxation on the part of the 
General Government, and the only plan to obviate 
it was to raise revenue from importations. He 
was free to avow that he was in favor of such a 
modification of the revenue Jaws as would supply 
sufficient means to support all the legitimate wants 
of the Government. As a Southern man, he was 
unwilling that the interests of the South should be 
made subservi-nt to the rapid growth of the pros- 

erity of the Norih, bat he had no apprehensions of 
ihis nature. The factories of the North stand on 
existing laws, and are sufficiently protec'ed and es- 
tablished to go on themselves, without legi lative 
protection. The manufactures of tre North, who 
are well established, desire no protective tariff— 
they are too sagacious to request i!—because it 
would invite competition, and bring new capital 
and labor to compete with them. The increased 
supply wouid produce increased competition in the 
market, and.the consequences, which alyays fol- 
low, of reduced prices. They know this, and will 
not ask you for a high protective tariff. The next 
proposition for the aid of the Government to pro- 
tect manufactures will come, not from the north ef 
Maryland, but from the south, if it come at all— 
from the hills of Virginia, from the iron and coal 
regions. The people of those regions may in time 
begin to examine whether it would not be better for 
their interests to encourage the establishment of 
faciories at home than to depend upon the work- 
shops of Evrope—rather than pay for the labor of 
the North, the profits of the manufacturer, the 
charge of transportation, and the gains of the 
wholesale and retail merchant... These inquiries 
may arise in those regions of the South where the 
raw material is in a-state of crude nature—where 


the water courses are not as yet interrupted, as at 


the North, Ly factories, but where they How on to 
the bosom of the ocean, as unimpeded as when the 
morning star first rejoiced in the east. ` You may 
find that the people of Virginia, ay, even Virginis, 
may see in time that they should like to be placed. 
under the same proisction that-other portions of t é 
country have been—that they should like to see alk 


"the dormant capital quickened into power and use” 


fuiness. He should not urge them to ask a protec- 
tive tariff; fur while the interests of the North ‘do 
not. require it, the feelings of the South are not 
ready for it. a 
Mr. J. said he believed the people of the South ` 

were in advance of their politicians, The cotton 
region may find that Texas, with her genial climate 
and fertile soil, may enter into formidable competi- 
tion in the cotton market; and they who are now so 
loud against protection, may look with more calm- 
ness on questions of political economy. He had 
seen factories of cotton at Lynchburg, and manu. 
facturing establishments at Richmond. The coal, 
iron, and water power contiguous may yet deve- 
lope untold wealth. Coal and iron in its vicinage 
gives Wales its wealth and prosperity; and what 
American but frets that this nation should pay 
to England alone, during the. last ten years, 


| eighty-five millions of dollars for the single arti- 


cle of iron? an amount equal to what the Pre- 
siden, computes to be the entire amount of gold 
and silver in this country, though he did not be- 
lieve there were fifty millions of specie in the 
nation at this time. That.the cotton interest 
in the South is depressed is most trus, and no 
one was more anxious than himself to see it fiou- 
rish. But direct taxation would not accelerate its 
embarrassment, because, by the Constitution, the 
slaveholdiag region would have most to pay. The 
gold mines of the South give but little wealih to 
the nation, and he was the last. man to urge a:peo- 
ple to be gold hunters. When Spain abandoned ` 
her workshops, and expelled the Moers, who were 
her test méchanics, she built up factories, with 
bordering nations, which gave them wealth in com- 
merce and men in war. The immense amount of, 
bullion which was brought her by the discovery. of | 
the new world, and her extended commerce, could 
not make her independent; al! the gold and silver 
which her colonists dug up, and all the bullion 
which was extorted from her conquered provinces, 
were insufficient to pay other nations for.those very 
luxuries and articies with which she once supplied 
all Europe; and, gradually degenerating. from that 
time, Spain has become what she is now—the 
crumbling corner of a once mighty empire. What 
was the best mode of supplying. the wants of, the 
Government, was. the true question to be consider- 
ed. Other questions which might arise were inci, 
dental—the balance cf trade for instance, involv- 
ing in inself the question of currency.. He would 
notgo into an examination of these, because he 


| wanted information as to the condition of, the 


Treasury, and no one could give him that know- 
ledge, for no two agreed upon the subject... He 
would not take a step in the, dark, and while he 
had no light he would pause. When a proposi 
tion for protection, direct or. incidental, sha}. be 
present«d, it will be time enough to discuss it; but 
he was free to confess that he was anxious‘to see 
agriculture, manufactures, and commerce, advance 
hand in hand in this nation. We.,eannot be pros: 
perous without their high advancement; and he be- 
leved that time would prove that manufactures 
were as important to the South as to the North. In 
the South, they would give greater independence in 
time of peace, and in time of commotion within, 
or war without, they would give the assurance.of 
protection to our iastitutions. Even in.Kutopia, 
where its besf wisdom is borrowed from: Plato’s 
Commonwealth, Sir Thomas Moore, in this: beau 
ideal of a happy people, would have them till the 
land and- pursue the mechanic arts by turns, shift- 
ing the population in regular rotation from town to 
country. He would haye the whole people ac- 
quainted with mechanics and the useful arts... <- 

Mr. J. said he had been in Canada, and ‘seen 
the system of colonial dependence—a dependence 
which showed poverty; ignorance, and-stupidity, in 
the people, when ¢ontrasted with: those’ of the 
States. He had seen the -whip-saw used beside the 
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Case of the Caroline—Mr. Everett. 


H. of Reps. 


waterfall of the St. Lawrence, where five hundred 


dollars would have built a complete saw-mill; and 


so in all other matters, and why? Because the 
mother country did not countenance manufactories 
in Canada. It-was the same policy which she had 
pursued towards these States when colonies; every 
effort was made to stifle the genius and curb the 
enterprise of the people. Manufactures of ail 
kinds wêre discouraged, and every thing was to be 
préecured from the workshops of the mother coun- 
try... To foster and encourage her manufactures at 
home—to find employment for her surplus popula- 
tion—to ‘afford her the means ‘and articles of traf- 
‘fic, the policy was, as it now is, and ever will be, 
to make her colonists believe that every article of 
comfort, every instrument of art, and every im- 
ment of industry, could be made cheaper and bet- 
terin the mother country; and thas the colonists, 
continuing the mere producers of the raw material, 
should remain forever tributaries—tributaries to 
an exaction from which no industry, no patient la- 
bor, could relieve them. 

Mr. J. said he would not discuss the power of 
the Government to give protection, nor would ‘he 
discuss the policy of such an exercise of power; it 
was unnecessary; but reverting to what had oc- 
curred in the past history of this country, and what 
might be its future policy, he would remind gentle- 
men, and particularly his Virginia friends, that the 

. first movement in reference to the encouragement 
of demestic manufactures was from Virginia; and 
that Mr. Madison had urged it, as was shown by 
his friénd from New York, [Mr. Monrox,]’ who 
had read the preamble of the second law passed 
by Congress, prepared and written by that sage 
statesman; and he would further remind them that 
Mr. Jefferson, in 1816, in a letter to Mr. Austin, 
repudiated the views he entertained when the Notes 
on Virginia were first published; and advancing, 
ashe says, with his country, declared that, to be 
independent for the comforts of fife, we must fabri- 
cate them ourselves; we must place the manufac- 
turer by the side of the agriculturist; and, further, 
that experiense bad taught him that manufactures 
are as necessary to our independence as to our 
comfort. , 

Mr. J. said his own devotion to the interests of 
the South rested on more than mere professions, 
and he had given such evidences of this as no one 
would question, He had but alluded to certain 
facts and circumstances to admonish his Southern 
friends not to force collisions that were unneces- 
sary, and to avoid excilements when, they were un- 
productive of good in any quarter. Efe had been 
constrained, on more than one occasion, to request 
gentlemen from the South to speak for themselves 
and for their constituents, and not, in the benevo- 
lence of their nature, to take the whole South un- 
der their especial charge. He was not annoyed, 
but often amused, when some member from that 
region rose and spoke as if he were armed with the 
thunder of Jove, to threaten, command, or destroy 
--when such member.would draw the circle of the 
South as contrac’ed as possible around himself, so 
as tomake himself the centre—the peculiar repre- 
sentative of the South. It reminded him of a 
Mandarin in some Chinese circular battery, which 
has bristling cannon pointed in every direction, but 
the commander, ‘filled with apprehension on the 
appearance of the firstsail, without waiting to see 
whether it be a harmless merchaniman or a ship 
of war, erders a general fire, when a loud discharge 
will ensue; the balls flying in every direction, sel- 
dom reaching the enemy, and’ often doing great in- 
jury to friends around. Fe regretted to find that 
members were anxious to draw a distinction among 
the Whigs—of Republican and National Republi- 
can Whigs, He could perceive no beneficial ob- 
ject init. Such gentlemen should remember that 
General Jackson was a high tariff man; Mr. Van 
Boren was also ultra on that question. And; if he 
might be allowed to make the allusion to a gentle- 
man who. often alluded to him in debate, he would 
say that, if he was not mistaken, the venerable 
gentleman from Massachusetis, [Mr. Apams,] had 
stated more than once on the floor that he was op- 
posed to the tariff bill of 1828, and only signed it 
when President because he did not think it repub- 
lican and proper to interpese his veto between. the 


representatives of the people and. the people them” 
selves. Mr. J. was timself willing to share in the 
censure, if any might so regard it, whieh might be 
attached to those who had opposed Gen. Jackson, 
for he had never supported his pretensions to the 
Presidency, for one moment, in thought, word, or 
deed, and could repose quietly on his pillow with 
the reflection. It was most true that he had never 
assailed his military reputation, for he never had 
felt prouder.than when, in his youth, he bad stood 
upon the battle-field of New Orleaus—that field 
where Gen. Jackson had won his proudest fame. 
He always rejoiced, as an American, in Jackson’s 
martial renown, and wished the chaplet to be pe- 
rennial which he bad won in arms am.d the savan- 
nas and morasses of the South. ‘Fhe military re- 
pulation of such men was the property vi the na- 
tion, ane he would be the last to have it tarnished. 
Thus, when he thought an assault had been made 
upon the reputation of the President elect, a few 
days ago, he rebuked it; and the ardor of his feel- 
ings mast ke his explanation to the House for the 
decided point of his remarks ou the occasion. 

Mr. J. then took a rapid glance at many ques- 
tions which had been introduced in the discussion, 
and, among others, the question of distributing the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands among the 
States. 

He said he would not diseuss the quesiion then, 
unless the friends of the bill just sent from the Se- 
nate, in relation to pre-emption and graduation, 
should be forced to vote upon it, which he did not 
expect after the postponement of the debate on his 
amendment to the proposition of the gentleman 
from Ilinois, [Mr. Reywonps,] of a similar eha- 
racter. If he was disappomled in his opinion, he 
would be pleased if the friends of that meastre 
would frankly so inform him, for he would use 
that opportunity lo answer the arguments urged 
against the plan of distribution, and give the rea- 
sons which actuated him in advocating in In the 
silence of the House, he would dismiss the subject 
without further remark; but, before he resumed 
his seat, he must be allowed to express dissent 
from the warm denunciation which had been made 
against the propriety of calling an exira session of 
Congress. He knew that arguments could be 
urged both for and against the measure; but it was 
not the time or the place for discussion. It was 
the business of the Executive to decide the ques- 
tion, from the facts which shouid come before him 
after the adjourament of Congres, and he would 
not interfere with the Executive duties. It was 
not the calling of the extra session that destroyed 
Mr. Van Buren’s administration, but it was the 
manner of his approach to Congress, after he had 
convened them. He came with a threatened veto 
in one hand, and the Sub-Treasury in the other; 
and, having already the sword, virmally demanded 
ot Congress to give him the purse also, The bold- 
ness and folly of such a course will be a lesson to 
every Executive in future, and the day will be far 
distant before such another blunder or actof teme- 
rity wilt be perpetrated. Instead of throwing him- 
self upon the wisdom of Congress, after making 
his simple recommendation of measures, he was 
for dictating, unconditionally, to the representa- 
lives of the people. It became a war between 
Congress and the Presideni, and the people took 
sides, as they always will, for the independence of 
their immediate representatives and agents. The 
people, in decreeing a change of men, decided tha: 
they wanted a change of policy. If Congress is 
not convened, the measures of the present Admi- 
nistration will contmue in force for twelve or eigh- 
teen months longer. New books wil! be of little 
value or service unless they are placed in the 
hands of faithfui bookkee pers; and books and book- 
keepers are of but liule’ consequence unless we 
have withal wise and practical legislation. The 
“statu quo” doctrine, he believed, was not what 
the Whigs had been contending for through a long 
series of anxious years. All business has been 
standing still long enough, and life, vigor, energy, 
confidence, should be infused by wise legislation 
and decisive Executive action, that the interests of 
the whole country may advance, with renewed im- 
pulse, to an enlarged prosperity. 

He was as much opposed to embarrass the Exe- 


| ecutive which is quickly to supersede the present, as 


he was that the Executive should interfere impro- 
perly with the legislative rights and duties of this 
House. He was zs little devoted to Executive 
power, influence, or patronage, as any one. He 
was glad that there had been a change of Exeeu- 
tive functionaries, but he could no’, like the moun- 
tain Swiss, chime his merry anthem at the setting 
sun, nor, like the devout Persian, prostrate himself 
before the rising. That the leading measures of 
the next Administration may be opposed by some 
who have aided to bring it into power, itis but na- 
tural to suppose; but he believed that, so anxious 
‘were the people to see anew order of things, of 
men and measures, that many of the most zealous 
in opposing the election of Gen. Harrison would 
honestly yield their support to such measures as 
they might be convinced would redound to the be- 
nefit of the country. He did not expect that mere 
politicians would do this, but men whose only inte- 
rest and object were the prosperity of the nation 
and the advancement of the public welfare. For 
himself, at least, he would say, that he would 
pause jong and anxiously before he would take 
any step or position to embarrass the coming Ad- 
ministration. But, should a sense of public daty 
even make such a course necessary, he trusted that 
the evidence of twelve ycars’ continued opposition 
to the leading men and measures of the dominant 
party was proof enough that a long war neither 
tired his patience.nor subdued his energy. He 
trusted, however, he should never be put to the 
test, He would indulge in no forebodiags, antici- 
pate no follies; for sufficient unto the day was the 
evil thereof. Ae had given his opinions of the 
Executive, and expressed his confidence in the Ad. 
ministration which was about to sueceed. He 
should not change that opinion or abate that confi- 
dence without abandant cause. 


REMARKS OF MR. EVERETT, 
OF VERMONT, 

In the House of Representatives, Seiurday, February 
13, 1841—~On the Report of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. i 
Mir. Procens having moved fhat the report be 

laid on the table and printed—/ : 

Mr. EVERETT shid thaf, as the report em- 
braced the case of the Çarolihe as well as that of 
McLeod, (which along had been submitted,) he 
should move to print all\thf documents relating to 
both cases. They had beeh heretofore published, 
from time to time, as comfnunicated to the House. 
He desired to bring them together on this occasion, 
to enable the House and the country duly to appre- 
ciate the report, and the measures taken by the 
Executive to preserve our neutrality, He thonght 
that, since the affair of the Caroline, every thing 
had been done which the means within the contro! 
of the Executive enabled ittodo. He then sent 
to the Chair a list of the documents, (House Doc. 
25th Cong, 2d Sess. Nos. 64, 73, 74, from page 25 
to the end; 76, 302, and of 26th Cong. 2d Sess. 
No, 33, of 28ih Dec. 1840, and 4th Jan. 1841; the 
Neutrality Act of March 10, 1838, and the Presi- 
dent’s Proclamations of 5th Jan. and 21st Nov. 
1838,) which he moved to have printed with the 
report. 

(Mr. Grawaur, Mr. Pickens, and Mr. Apams 
took part in the debate on the report.] 

Mr. EVERETT said that, but for the remarks 
of ihe honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Foreigu Affairs, he should not have taken part in 
the debate. He now felt it due to himself, as a 
dissentient member of that committee, to state, in 
part, the grounds of his dissent. 

The report relates to matters of the gravest im- 
port, and which are now the subject of diplomatic 
discussien between the two Governments—a dis- 
cussion confided by the Constimtion to the Execu- 
tive. He felt great embarrassment in debating sub- 
jects of this character and importance with open 
doors. ft was difficult, if not impossible, to do 
full justice to the subject, or to ourselves, without 
danger of saying things that should not be heard 
beyond these wails. I yield, said he, to the restraint 
imposed by the time and the place. I shall endea- 
vor to say nothing that should not be heard by all. 
In the commitiee-room there was no restraint. I 


Feb. 1841. 


26ru CONG.. 2ND Sess. 


said things there that T shall not say here. f Perhaps T 


IL ought rather to congratulate myself on being now 
thus restricted, than to complain of it, as in some 
of my views I stood alone in the committee. 

Sir, ia my jadgment the report is uncalled for— 
jil-timed—and a worse than useless interference 
“with the duties of the Executive. The discussion 
is now pending between the two Governments. 
The documents were communicated merely in an- 
swer to-a cali of the House. The Execuive has 
not asked either for its opinion or action. At this 
time, why should either be desired? And what is 
the time chosen to put forth the gratuitous opi- 
nions of the majority—~in4, as the honorable chair- 
man has said, of a bare majority—of a political 
majority of the committee? One Administration is 
about going out of power. In twenty days it will 
‘expire, and another succced. Without intending 
any disrespect to the majority of the committee, i 
ask, is it proper, is it decorous thus to attempt to 
embarrass the incoming Administration—to com- 
promit its course on subjects so delicate—so im- 
portant? The report is litle short of an officious 
interference of one Administration with things that 
helong to ancther. i 

But, sir, without regard to a change ot Adminis- 
tration, is this interference proper or useful? Our 
foreign relations are committed to the Executive. 
Negotiations can be conducied only by the Execu- 
tive. When they are at an end, this Hou-e—both 
Houses must act. Conxress alone can dictate the 
ulterior measures, 1 do not mean to say there are 
not cases in which either House may, pending a 
negotiation, express its opisions. If the Executive 
be remiss in bis duty—if he pursue a course 
deemed wrong in principle, or dangerous in it: con- 
sequences—or if the Executive seek its opinion, 
with a view to give effect to its measures, it may 
be very proper for either House to express it. Bat, 
sir, the report bas nove of these grounds for its 
support. It is entirely uncalled for, and its cffect 
may be to compromit the Executive to a course 
that its better judgment would decline; and to pro- 
duce an excitement in the country that may create 
additional embarrassments, and new chstacles to 
the final adjustment of our controversies with Great 
Britain. 

I pass the discussive character of the report—its 
reference to subjects not referred.-.its (to me) 
somewhat excepuonable language—and come to 
the matter referred—the case of Alexander McLeod. 
That case, and that alone, was refeired to the com- 
mittee, and to that alone should the report have 
been confined. That case, though connected with 
the case of the Caroline, rests on different princi- 
ples. The case of Mr. McLeod, as presented in 
the documents, is entirely separate and distinet 
from the question, whether the destruction of the 
Caroline was or was not justifiable. i 

I desired that no report should be made while the 
negotiations were pending between the two coun- 
tries. In my opinion, no opinion or action of this 
House was, at this time, required, I will now 
read to the House a statement of the negotiations 
to this time, so far, and so far only, as is necessary 
to the case of McLeod—and to show that his case, 
as well as the Caroline, are now the subjects of di- 
Plomatic discussion between the two Governments. 
Before I sit down, I will also submit to the House 
the substitute submitted to, and rejected by, the 
committee, I will here take leave to say that I have 
given this subject the most careful consideration, 
without party views or party feelings. It is above 
and beyond all party considerations: 

“THe CASE OF [ALEXANDER McLeop.—The facts materia] to 
the subject submitted to the committee are, that, on the night of 
the 29th December, 1837, afdetachment of the British forces sta- 
tioned at Chippewa, in the Province of UpperCanada, crossed 
the Niagara to Schlosser, in the State of New York, and there 
made a hostile attack on the steamboat Caroline, the property of 
an American citizen, killed and wounded a number of Ameri- 
can citizens, captured the boat, towed her into the current, set 
heron fire, and sent her in flames over the falls. A 

“On the 5th January, 1635, the Secretary of State communi- 
cated to Mr. Fox, the British Minister, a copy of the evidence 
furnished to the Department of this ‘extraordinary outrage, 
committed from her Britannic Majesty’s Province of Upper 
Canada on the persons and property of citizens of the United 
States, within the jurisdiction of the State of New York; and 
Stating ‘that it would necessarily form the suBject of a demand 
for redress upon her Majesty’s Government.’ 

“On the 6th February, Mr. Fox communicated to the Secre- 
tary of State a despatch from Sir Francis Head, Lieutenant Go- 


vernor of Upper Canada, containing the distinct avowals, that 
the Caroline was destroyed by order of Cotone] MacNab, com. 


„ter, by communicating the fact that it was destroy- 
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manding the militia in her Majesty’s service, and that he (Si™ 
Francis) approved the act. 

“On the 22d May, Mr. Stevenson presented the subject to the 
consideration of her Majesty’s Government. After referring to 
those avowals, he said that, ‘under such circumstances, it was 
not to have been expected that the whole proceeding could be 
regarded by the Government of the United States in any other 
light than as a manifest act of hostile and daring aggression up- 
on its rights and sovereignty, utterly inconsistent with all the 
principles of national Jaw, and wholly irreconcilable with the 
friendiy and peaceful relations of the two countries’ that the 
case, then, is one of open, undisguised, and unwarrantable hos- 
tility.” He concludes by expressiag ‘the confident expectation 
of the President of the United States that the whole proceeding 
will not only be disavowed and disapproved, but that such re- 
dress as the nature of the case obviously requires will be 
promptly made.’ To this our Government waits the final an 
swer of the British Government. 

“On the 13th November last, Alexander McLeod, a British 
subject, was arrested and imprisoned by the authorities of 
the State of New York, on a charge of arson and murder, as 
having been engaged in the capture and destruction of the Caro- 
line. 

On the 12th December the British Minister made.a demand 
outhe President for the release of Mr. McLeod, on the ground 
that the destruction of the Caroline was a public act of persons 
cf her Majesty’s service, obeying the orders of their superior 
authorities; and that the act, according to the usages of nations, 
can only be the subject of discussion between the two National 
Governments. 

“To this demand the Secretary of State has replied that the 
President has no power under the Constitution and laws of the 
Union to interpose batween McLeod and the constituted authori- 
ties uf the State of New York—and that ‘the President is not 
aware ofany principle of international law, or indeed of reason 
or justice, which entitles such offenders to impunity before the 
legal tribunals, when coming voluntarily within their independ- 
ent and undoubted jurisdiction, because they acted in obedience 
to their superior authorities, or because their acts have become 
the subject of diplomatic discussion between the two Govern- 
men's.’ And that ‘if the destruction of the Caroline was a pub- 
lic act of persons in her Majesty’s service, obeying the orders of 
their superior authorities, this fact has not been before commu- 
nicated to the Government of the United States by a person au- 
thorized to make the admission; and it will be for the court 
which bas cognizance of the offence with which Mr. McLeod is 
charged, to decide on its validity when legally established be- 
fore it.’ 

“The British Minisier, expressing his regret at the decision, 
had referred the subject to his Government.” 


This statement, I repeat, is limited to the case of 
McLeod. 

The points in difference in this case, are, 1. 
Whether McLeod, having, in the destruction of the 
Caroline, ac'ed in obedience to the orders of the 
superior authorities of tae Province of Upper Cana- 
da, is or is not amenable to the laws of New York, 
as for the crimes of murder and arson; and 2, If 
not, whether the Executive has any power to in- 
terpose between him and the laws of New York, 

On these questions I forbear expressing any cpi~ 
nion, in-accordance with the view that none is re- 
quired of the committee or of the House. It is suf- 
ficient for the justification of the ground I have 
laken, that these questions are now the subjects of 
diplomatic discussion between the two Govern- 
ments. The impropriety of the report is the more 
manifest, from the consideration that the discussion 
is but just commenced; and it is not unreasonable 
to suppose that, on questions of such limited extent, 
the Government in the wrong may, by the further 
discussion, be convinced of its error. Atleast we 
should wait the reply of the British Government, to 
which the subject is referred, and the issue finally 
tendered by its Executive. 

The consequence of an error on either side may 
compromit the peace of the country. | Tn case of 
reprisals, executed to the extreme point, the inter- 
vention of all the powers of Europe could not pre- 
vent a war.. In view of these consequences, it 
may be proper to review the correspondence, to as- 
certain the positions taken on both sides that bear 
on the case of McLeod. 

Mr. Forsyth, in his note of the Sth January, 
carefully and properly avoids giving any na-ional 
character to the destruction of the Caroline. He 
calls it an outrage “commilied from her Britannic 
Majesty's Province of Upper Canada.” He leaves 
it to Mr. Fox to determine whether it was a public 
or a private wrong, or to assume or diselaim for 
his Government the responsibility. Mr. Fox, in 
his reply, (6th Feb. 1838,) gives it a public charac- 


ed by the order of the commander of the militia in 
her Majesty’s service, and that the act was ap- 
proved by the Governor of the Provines. 

And here I must express my surprise that Mr. 
Forsyth shouid deem the late nete of Mr. Fox to 
be the first avowal of the fact by a person authorized 
tomakeit. Inthe note of the 6th February, 1838, the 
fact itself was communicated by Mr. Fex. His | 


late note is only the recognition and re-assertion of 
the fact. The fact then and now avowed is, that 
the Caroline was destroyed by persons obeying the 
order of their superior authorities; and Mr. Fox 
contends that those obeying were justified’ by the 
order. It remains to be séen whether the British’ ` 
Government will jystify that ‘order. © McLeod’s 

case 15 puton the first, and the case of the Caro- 

line-on the last, f ` 

(Mr. Pickens. Does the gentleman from Ver- 
mont intend to say that the British Minister ‘had 
ever, before his late note, avowed that the Caroline 
was destroyed by the order of the constituted avn- 
thorities of Canada?] : i 

Mr. Evererr. 1 do say that’ Mr. Fox, ia his 
note of the 6:h February, did avow it. In the des- 
pateh of Sir Francis Head, then communicated, it 
is expressly stated that Col. MacNab. commanded 
a body of militia stationed on the frontier; that in 
the night of the 29th, “the sent a party of militia, 
in boats, with orders to take or destroy her. They 
proceeded to execute the order,” &e. Nor did he 
content himself with the mere communication of 
the fact, but even attempted to justify the destruc- 
tion of the Caroline as an act of self-defence. Mr. 
Fox, in reference to the communication of Sir 
Francis Head, says: ms 

“The piratical character of the steamboat Caroline, and the 
necessity of self-defence and self-preservation, under which hér 
Majesty’s subjects acted in destroying that vessel, seem to be 
sufficiently established.” 

“Atthe time when the event happened, the ordinary laws of 
the United States were not enforced within the frontier district of 
the State of New York. The authority of the law. was over- 
borne, publicly, by piratical violence. Through such violence, 
her Majesty’s subjects in Upper Canada had already severely 
suffered; and they: were threatened with still further injury and 
outrage. This extraordinary state of things appears, naturally 
and necessarily, to have impelled them to consult their own sê- 
curity, by pursuing and ges Toying the vessel of their piratical 
enemy, wheresoever they might find her.” 

Mr. Stevenson presents the act, in connection 
with these avowals, asan act “of open, wndis- 
guished, unwarrantable hostility,” “wholly irre- 
concilable with the friendly and peaceful relations 
of the two countries.” He calls upon the British 
Government to disavow it. It is thus, by our Mi- 
nister, characterized as an act of war. And it is 
for perticipating in this act that McLeod is ar 
rested; and on this act, thus avowed and thus cha- 
racterized, the question is made by the two Govern- 
ments. Sir, I repeat, let negotiation be exhausted 
before Congress is called to act or to interpose its 
Opinion, or to take a final ground, from which, 
whea taken, there can be no retreat. Whether 
right or. wrong, Great Britain. may choose to put 
this controversy in advance of the others. Let us 
then be certain that it be not her strongest ground. . 
I: is much easier to be right at first, than to get . 
right at last. We shall also look to the possibie 
ecnsequences of even the errors of our adversary, 


. Is it not among the possibilities that she may deem 


herself bound to protect those who have obeyed the 
orders of their superior authorities in her service, 
and that, under the spirit attributed to her in there- 
port, she may resertto retaliation? And I repeat, 
if pushed to the extreme, war is inevitable. Is it 
not, then, the safest course to: leave the case in the 
hands of the Executive, without, at least, adding to 
the excitement, which, from recent evidence,’ is 
sufficiently rife? Bo ees 

But, sir, the report also embraces the case of the 
Caroline, which was not submitted ¿tó the commit- 
tee. To exhibit the point in controversy, only one 
addition to the Statement I bave read is necessary, 
viz: That the destruction of the Caroline is at- 
tempted to be justified in the despatch of Sir Fran- 
cis Head on the ground of self-defence. He al- 
leges, in substance, that the force on Navy island 
proceeded from the American shore, and was aug- 
menting, through. the. agency of the Caroline, un- 
restricted by the authorities of the State of New 
York, or of the Unnited States. 

This is the only ground taken by the British 
Government as a justification of the destruction of 
the Caroline; aud, being taken, a report on the 
case of the Caroline should have met it directly, by 
a denial‘either of the fact or of the consequence. 


-I complain that that the case is not met. No, 
sir, itis not met. It is evaded. Mr. Fox says, 


“The place where the vessel was destroyed was 


nominally, it is true, within. the-territory of a 
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friendly power; but the friendly power had been 
deprived, through overbearing piratical violence 


of ihe use of its proper authority over that portion 


of territory.” And what is the reply in the re- 
port? “Now the insinuation of the. British Mi- 
nister that Schlosser was ‘nominally’ within the 
territory of the United States, may well be retorted, 
as we can with equal truth, sdy that Navy island 
was “nominally” within the “territory” of the 
British Government; for, at the period to which we 
allade, the people-collected there had as effectually 
defied Canadian authorities as any portion of our 
people had ours.” What is this, sir, but an ad- 
mission that Schlosser and Navy. island were 
equally in the power of the Pairiots, in equal de- 
fiance of the power of the Government to which 
they respectively belong? What but an evasion, if 
not an admission of the ground taken, by Mr. Fox? 
Is this the position on which we are willing to rest 
our cause—to place the issue cf peace or war? 
No, sir, no. I hope we can make a better case. 
Tn order to make our case, I think the facis should 
be re-exarhined. I am not satisfied to rest the case 
on the evidence taken. We should be in ihe right— 
we should be certain we are right, before we take 
our final stand. In my judgment, the evidence 
should be retaken. I desire that a person of the 
highest respectability shonid be commissioned to 
re-examine the whole case, with a view to arrive 
at the truth, whether for or against us, Perhaps, 
too, it might be advisable to ask the British Mi- 
nister to join in the investigation.. Let the testi- 
mony be taken on both sides of the line. For one, 
Idesire to know how far the proper authority of 
the. United States was overthrown by the violence 
of the Patriots. I desire further information of 
the character of the Caroline. In both respecis, E 
think the evidence is defective.. I repeat, that I 
desire the truth, and nothing but the trath. It is 
beneath the character of a nation to attempt eva- 
sion. Iam not satisfied with the depositions that 
speak of the Caroline having landed certain pas- 
sengers and certain freight. I desire to know the 
character of those passengers—whether civil or 
military; of the quality of the freight—whether 
merchandise or military stores. 


I do not desire to fault the present Executive, or 
that it should be faulted by the next Administra- 
tion. No, sir. The Executive should bs a unit, 
in whosesoever hands it is placed. What I desire 
is, that the evidence should be fully taken. If it 
sustain the course taken, as I hope it may, then 
that course will be sustained. If it do not sustain 
it, then the Executive will be at liberty to pursue 
such course as the new case shall require, and that, 
without impnting any fault for the past. We musi 
in the end deny the fact or its consequence. As 
the evidence now stands, I am not willing to make 
up ‘the final issue. This controversy should be 
conducted as honest men conduet their controver- 
sies, with a mutual and earnest desire to ascertain 
what is true. 


J have fears that this. report will encourage an 
excitement which should have received a severe 
rebuke. Whatever may be our sympathies wi.h 
those who live under a Government less free than 
our own, we ought not to forget the duties imposed 
on us as a neutral nation. Inthe case of the at- 
tempts of our citizens on Upper Canada, there was 
but litle cause for their sympathy, and no justifica- 
tion for their conduct. ‘The people of Upper Cana- 
da were well satisfied with their Government. 
They have shown no desire for revolution. But 
our citizens have volunteered to make a revolution 
for them. Their conduct cannot be too strongly 
reprobated. 


At the present time, no useful purpose can be at- 
tained by the report. It proposes no action, Its 
effect will be only to excite on the one side, and 
irritateon the other. The report which I send to 
the Chair isthat which I proposed as asubstitute: 


“Ttappearing, that the reciprocal complaints referred to in 
the correspondence submitted are the subjects of diplomatic 
discussion between the Governments of the two couniries, the 
committee, having entire confidence that the rights and honor 
of the United States will be sustained by the Executive, and en- 
tertaining the hope that the controversy will be brought toa sa- 
Ustory termination, are of the opinion that no action of this 
House is, at this time, necessary, They therefore ask to he dis 
sharged from the further consideration of the subject,” 


SPEECH OF MR. BYNUM, 
OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

In the House of Representatives, February 17, 1841.— 
In the Committee of the Whole, on.a motion to 
strike out the appropriation to continue the 

-branch mint in North Carolina. = 

Mr. BYNUM rose, and addregsed the commit- 
tee, by saying that he. had arriyed and taken his 
seat at a late petiod during thé present session of 

Congress, with a; fixed detérgiinaiion to remain at 

least one session a silent member of ihat body—a 

determination that he had gome to frema variety 
of reasons, growigg out offhis peeniiar situation, 
and the developmġnts thaf'hàd been recently made 
since the adjournment off the last session of Con- 
gress—but such had beefi the extraordinary, wnpro- 
voked, illiberal, abusive, if not to say the flagitious 
and wanton course that had been pursued by cer- 
tain gentlemen in théig false and indiscriminate de- 
nunciation cf almost¥all that was democratic or 
republican in the nation—with the avowal of prin- 
cipies suiking at the very foundaiion of the 
freedom, not only of our republican institu- 
ons as they were reared by our illustrious fore- 
fathers for the guarantee and protection of our 
liberties, but at the very powers and interests held 
directly by the people themselves, should he continue 
silent, and suffer such to pass unnoticed and unre- 
plied to, without raising his feeble voigz in opposi- 
tion to both the truth and just policy of such doc- 
trines, he should feel derelict in his duty as a 
faithful Representative, aud guilty of treachery and 
treason to ihe great, vital and immediate interests 
ci those whom he directly represented there, and 
whose interest he had ever attempied to resist the 
wanton invasion of upon that floor, or elsewhere, 
without regard;either to personal hazard, or to politi- 
cal sacrifice. With him, the time had arrived when 
he had as little to expect trom the benevolence and 
partiality of friends, as from these who had gained 
possession of power and of place against his will, 
and at the sacrifice of all that was dear and near to 
the sacred rights and interests of those with whom 


his interests, ay, his all, was so nearly, deeply, and 


inseparably allied, by an indissoluble idenuty; and 
he felt it to be his happy lot, while he stepped forth 
in defence of the sacred rights of others, to be 
thereby enabled to defend his own, which, to him, 
were held by far more dear than life itself. Butas 
the limits of the proposition before the committee 
would not admit of the discussion of many of the 
topics to which he alluded, he would endeavor to 
confinehimself to those which grew immediately 
out of the proposition then submitted for their con- 
sideration, 

Sir, said Mr. B. it is not to the mere striking out 
the insignificant sum in the appropriation bill, as 
proposed by the honorable member from Kentucicy, 
(Mr. Green,] to which I lok; no, sir, no: had 
that been the only object or effect of the proposi- 
tion thus unceremoniously made, I should bave 
been one of the last members in this House to 
have raised my feeble voice agaiast it, No, sir; it 
is not that to which I materially object; but, sir, ; it 
is to the designs, effects, and ulterior consequences 
of such a propositi.n that I object, and its insidious 
and covert tendencies, without knowing that such 
was the object of the ‘gentleman himself, [Mr. 
GREEN, | who was its mover—for we often are in- 
duced to do things by others without being the 
least conscicus of the influences by which we are 
moved. For the gentieman personally, my feelings 
are of a kind character, and Ï have no disposilion 
to impuge in the least his private and personal mo- 
tives, i 

This proposition I view, sir, as an antagonistical 
one to founding in this country—for the benefit of 
the yeomanry, the working, laboring, producing 
people, and for their use—a permanent and solid 
currency, either of hard money or upon a hard mo- 
ney, specie basis, by which paper ean always be 
converted into specie at the discretion and will of 
the working and produciag man who holds if, and 
who has paid for it, in his produce or labor, its fall 
equivalent and consideration; and without which, 
Tnow contend that there never ean be a permanent 
catrency in the couatry, nor saf-ty and security to 
the labor and to the products of the farming and 
planting classes of this nation. 

For this reason I-then oppose the adoption of 


this proposition, intended, as all must admit, and 
as it has been openly avowed here; to strike down 
your mints for the coinage of hard money, for the 
use of the farmers, planters, and mechanies of this 
country. Yes,sir, with a premeditated purpose, as 
avowed openly and covertly by those who have 
just come into power, to erect on their ruins a 
mammoth Bank, with al! its branches and sub- 
branches extended. in every State, if not county in 
ycar Union—flooding and carpetting the whole na- 
tion with its worthless paper promises—false, false, 
as they have ever been proven to be, upon the very 
face of the paper that bears the impress of their pro» 
mises. The proposition on your table looks to this; 
it is to effect this object and none other; it is not a 
new propesition at all; it has been regularly made, 
and by gentlemen heretofore; with this intent; to ef- 
fect which, your mints must first be destroyed, and 
all idea of a sold, permanent currency, founded on 
a specie basis, discountenanced and discouraged 
amongst ihe laboring, meckanical, planting, and pro- 
ducing classes of this country. 

Ithas bezn with such designs, and to effect such an 
objec!, that a similar proposition has been annually 
introduced, and revived in this House ever since 
the establishments of those mints in the Southern 
sections of our country. ft had its birth in hatred 
to ahard money currency, and one of paper to be 
found upon a specie basis, and has ever continued 
its jealousy towards any and all mints for the 
coinage, for the use of the people, of any thing like 
hard money, as a substitute for their false paper 
promises. It is one impediment in their way, and 
therefore must be removed for a more successful 
operation of their plundering banking system, as 
adopted throughout our entire country, and which 
involves directly their consideration in this disens- 
sion. 

But before I proceed to say more on this subject, 
i must beg permission to notice the course of some 
gentlemen who have preceded me, and reply to 
some remarks that they have made in this discus- 
sion. 

In the first place, I will notice a remark of the- 
honorable member from Ohio [Mr. Mason.] 

This gentleman has said that the Secretary of the 
Treasury had retained in office defaulters, after he 
had been informed, by correspondence that they 
were defauliers toa considerable amount to the Go- 
vernument. 

Now, sir, this charge has been made often here 
and out of doors. J ask the gentleman if he will 
endorse it} Willhe hazard his reputation upon this 
charge? No sir, no; he dare noi. Ideny every 
word of it, and challenge tht gentleman and ail 
others, who, in their reckless abuse of that officer, 
have asserted it, to come forward with a singl? 
proof of the facts. Why have they not done it? 
They have often been called on for proof, but will 
now do, as they always have done, Jet it rest upon 
their own assertion. 

Again, sir, the gentleman had said that the Pre- 
sident had appointed to power men whom he knew 
to be defaulters, 

This, again, was in keeping with the conduct of 
gentlemen of the Opposition, who had dealt in the 
most barefaced assertions for the last four years 
without ceigning to produce a single fect, or even 
condescending to investigate them. It was a part 
of their tactics to avoid all investigation, as fatal to 
their objects of imposition upon the credulous and 
ignorant. ; 

Iagain deny, sir, that there has ever been the 
least proof produced to this House, where it should, 
beyond every place, have been the first in which to 
have brought forward such evidence, showing that 
the President had, in a single case, ever appointed 
to office, or retained any individual whatever in 
office, that was a defaulter to this Government to the 
amount of one doliar—he knewing the fact, at the 
time, that sach was a defaulter—and I dare gentle- 
tlemen to produce one single instance, in which, 
upon the very firs: information being given of any 
defaleation, that the delinquent, as soon as the 
fact could be legally established, has not been re- 
moved, and all <aeasures, that were in the power of 
the Departments, were not immediately resorted :to 
to secure and protect theinterest of the Government. 
But gentlemen have. taken up the idea, and it has, 
to a certain. extent, been avowed here, that upon 
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-the first 1umor and intimation against an officer, 
the officer should have been forthwith removed, 
Should such a course have been pursued 
by the President, then he would have been ex- 
actly such a wretch as his reckless enemies have 
represented him to have been; and such as every 
ignorant tippling shop politician in the country hasde- 
nounced him as being. Sir, do honorable gentiemen 
here know, that if, in a solitary case, the Pre- 
sident of the United States wes to dare to turn out 
any individual from office, without giving to him 
duc notice, and an opportunity to be heard in self 
. defence, he would act directly ia opposition to every 
principle of the sacred Constitution that he is sworn 
to respect and obey, and bring in trati down on 
him all those charges of tyranny, proscription, and 
cruelty, that he has been so repeatediy charged 
with, by the most vile and reckless opposition that 
ever has before, jn any country, conspired to over- 
throw a Government, and prostrate the liberties of 
afree people. Sir, we are even told here that the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury cught to have tad A, B, 
and.C removed from office, and upon the mere 
charge of corruption and defaleation being made, 
either in this House or out of it, against any of- 
ficer whose place might have been sought, or be- 
come an object of cthers, without waiting further 
evidence. Yes, sir, Í have heard frequently, from 
the most ignorant declaimers of that party, such de- 
clarations made, in endeavoring to rouse and excite 
the people against the last and present Democratie 
Republican Administrations of the country; but ne- 
ver did I expect to hear such from a member on 
this floor. 

Have gentlemen yet to learn that the removing 
power is alone in the hands of the President, and if 
your Secretary of the Treasury, or any other Secre- 
tary, was to dare to attempt it, as required by 
those who thus denounce them, they would be 
guilty of an act of usurpation, for which they 
would deservedly forfeit their keads, and render 
themselves infamous in all time to come? Never, 
sir, have I been more astonished than to hear such 
declarations falling from gentlemen professing to 
be men of intelligence, and occupying places that 
should be filled by no others. What ! theSecreta- 
ry of the Treasury removing officers, whose duty it 
is simply to ascertain the facts, and report them to 
the President, after affording a fair and #n impar- 
tial hearing to the accused? Is this to be the doc- 
trine and principles to be acted on by the ensuing 
Administration, and by them becarried oui? Is it 
to be that mere rumor asd suspicion, exelied by 
some hungry office seeker for the place of his vic- 
tim, are to be taken as evidence of guilt, and your 
infuriated Secretary is forthwith, and without a 
hearing, to usurp the power of removal? And is 
this the reformihat you nave so bountifully promised 
the people of this country; and one of the principles 
that the people decided on, in the last Presidential 
election? If it has been, then it must come witha 
vengeance. That there bas been in this Govern- 
ment defaulters, and ever will be, under any future 
one, without regard to the party, in power, all ho- 
nest and rational men will readily confess; but so 
long as party, or the heads of the party do what 
18 in their power to prevent defalcations, and ex- 
pose them, as soon as Satisfactory evidence is 
procured of the same, no honest or intelligent men 
in any community will ever hold them guilty of 
such offences, and at all subj:ct them to censure for 
their commission, 

_ Look, sir, at every instance where an investiga- 
tion has been had in relation to the conduct of the 
executive officers; and see, in every individual case 
where corruption has been alleged, if it has not 
redounded to the most perfect acquittal of all parii- 
Ccipation, or knowledge, or connivance of it, what- 
ever, by those much abused and persecuted distin- 
guished individuals. Sir, there is not a parallel on 
record where there has been so much abuse, and so 
many charges made against any mea, or set of 
men, with so little truth to sustain them. So litre, 
dia Tsay? To this day, there has not been one 
particle of evidence produced against a member of 
the departments, that could have, in any court of 
Justice, subjected to censure the merest felon in the 
land. My allusion is to the conduct of the mem- 
bers who are atthe heads of those departments 
which have been so wantonly assailed by the allied 
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powers, both in and out ef this House. Sir, I am 
no apologist cf these m:n. I owe them nothing. 
l have had no favors from them—not even those 
to which I thought my constituents entitled; perso- 
nally, 1 have asked nothing, and certainly from them 
l bave little to expect at this time; but, as a Repre- 
sentative of a portion of the freemen of my coun- 
try, when I speak of them as cfficers of this Go- 
vernment, 10 speak truly, neither ia exculpation or 
ia disparagement, save and except what truth itself 
shall demand, is a duty which I owe to justice, to 
myself, and to the couatry. 

Mr. Chairman, frequent allusions have ‘been 
made, here and elsewhere, to the conduct and cha- 
racter of one of the officers of the branch mint at 
Charlotte, in North Carolina, Colonel John. Wheel- 
er. He, too, has been ariaigned for extravagance, 
prodigality, and corruption. Permit me to say, sir, 
with that gentleman I have long had tae honor of 
an intimate acquaintance. I know him well, and 
his family before him; and I know him tobe a gen- 
Ueman of talents, of the highest honor and integrity, 
against whom the voice of scandal was never heard 
to lisp, until be had taken office under this Admi- 
nistration; a gentleman, sir, whose character would 
suffer no disparagement, ifit did not rise in the 
scale of comparison with any of his traducers upon 
this floor, or out of this House, But it is said he 
writes newspaper paragraphs. Grant it. And who 
has a better right, as a freeman of this Republic? 
His conduct has been assailed, and wantonly as- 
sailed? And has it come to this, in the new reform, 
that one is to be assailed here, accused, and con- 
demned, and convicted, and not to be heard in his 
defence? When were such doctrines ever heard of 
bafere, or dreamed cf being asserted in the congre- 
gated assemblage cf freemen? Toe paragraphs 
alluded to were written in vindication of his own 
conduct; and who denies this right, or objects to its 
justice? TI see in the papers that he has been 
charged with mismanagement and extravagance in 
his ufficial duties, to the enormous amount of some 
$116, or $216. 

Now, sir, from the knowledge of the character 
of that gentleman, had he dreamed of the least ob- 
jection being taken to that account,I hazard no- 
thing in saying that he would not for one moment 
bave hes taied to have taken the money from his 
own pocket and paid it without a murmur. Yes, 
he would have scorned to have permitted his con- 
duct to have been arraigned,as a public officer, 
however unjust it might have been for bim to have 
paid the money, and subjected himseifto the ma- 
Jevolence and censure of his unfeeling and un- 
principled calumniators, when it must be recoliect- 
ed, too, that no part of this prodigious sum was ap- 
propriated to his own use, but wholly to the im- 
provement of the property of the Government of 
the United States. Such is the amount of the 
charges made, and harped on so much here and at 
other places, against the officers of this Admini- 
stration. 

The charges of “ecrruption, extravagance and 
prodigality,” have been made and rung upon every 
note of the political gama’, against the friends of 
this Administration. . li has been so often repeated 
and re-echoed here, that our ears have been dcafen- 
ed andstunned at its reiteration. From the oft- 
repeated sounds without the variations, one weil 
might suppose the words lithegraphed and set to note, 
from their regular and menotencus sound oa 
this floor. It is immaterial upon what subject 
you are called on to act, this awful note is the 
first to greet the ear. Sir, it frequently re- 
minded me of the ery of a certain mischievous 
bird, that has beena pest in the fields of every 
farming and planting man, from the earliest days 
of agriculture, and which, at the first approach of 
the planter, ceases to pull up his grain, flies of from 
his plunder with ery of “caw, caw, caw,” and with 
equally as mach meaning, and with as little varia- 
tion, as dothe honorable gentleman, who, upor 
every occasion are heard to ery here, “corruption, 
cerruption, corruption,” &e. Where, sir, is the 
eorrupt.on and extravagance so much complained 
of? Who has been guilty of it? We well know 
for the four last years, the appropriations by this 
and the other branch of this House, have gong 
much above the estimates of the Executive De- 
partments and the recommendations of the Presi- 
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Will it be denied, then, if there has been” 
corruption arising out of the extravagance of this: 
Administration, that this and the ottier branch of. 
Congress are equally, if not more responsible for it, 
than the Executive Departments. Mark you, sir,’ ` 
there never has been yet, within my hearing, any 
charge made for the expending, and disbursement. 
of more money than what has been appropriated 
by law, as passed by this House and ihe other-body 
of. Congress. The charge of spending more than. 
was appropriated, I say has never beén made, andi- 
of course, no appropriations can be made but by | 
the assent of both bodies. 

Now, sir, during the time of the highest appro- 
priations and the greatest extenditures took place, 
which was in °33, 74, °5, the Opposition party 
themselves held a majority in the other branch of 
Congress, and could at any time have rejected such 
extravagant appropriation, if they had deemed it” 
proper i> do so; but they did not do it; they saw the 
necessity und indispensability of the expenditures, 
and never raised an objection to them.* 

If there has been extravagance, then, it must 
have had its origin in this House, and for it the 
members of this body, individually or collective~ 
ly, are responsible. The leading measures’ of the 
Government that have increased the expenditures 
to any considerable amount of a permanent cha- 
racter, were the increase of the pay of the navy,’ 
and the increase of your standing army~~and who 
were the champions of these measures? An indi- 
vidual who stands high in the Whig party, and had 
a dinner given him in Norfolk for ‘the part he took 
in getting one of those measures through Congress; 
and if you will look at the vote on the other sub- 
ject, you will find an equal number of the Whig 
members supporting it, or a number nearly ss great 
in proportion to their whole number in the House 
as thatof the Democrats. You will find, too—and 
I say it to their credit-——their votes, or a majority. of 
them, recorded in favor of most, if: not all the ap- 
propriations to carry on the Florida war. These 
are matiers of record, that the journals of the” 
House will show, by turning !o the yeas and nays, 
as recorded on the several subjects, ` 

What measure of an extravagant character, or- 
one that has involved the expenditure of any. very 
large amount, except what is embraced in the regu- 
lar appropriation bills, that has not been brought’ 
forward, for the last several years, by a Whig. 

I hold now in my hand the votes of the members: 
of this House at the last session of Congress, upon 
the most prodigal and extravagant proposition that’ 
was offered in this House during the long sitting of 
the last sessiont 


Journal House of Representatives, 1810, page 592, 

Onthe motionof Mr. Pickens, made the 13th of February, 
to amend the said instructions so as to read, “with instructions 
to consider the expediency. of reporting a bill in favor of the 
measure.” 

On the motion of Mr. Manvin, of the 13th of February, to 
substitute for Mr. Pickens’s motion the following: -Also, that 
the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to report, bills 
in aecordance with the estimates contained in the reports from 
the Chief Engineer, and Chief of the Topographical Engineers, 
to the Secretary of War, and communicaied to Congress by the 


. President, making appropriations for the year 1846, for the.con- 


tiauatioft of the construction or improvement of harbors and 
roads, and the navigation of rivers, for which appropriations 
have been heretofore made; unless in any particular casè. the 
committee shalt be of opinion that the particular work ought 
to be entirely discontinued; and in such case, if any, -the'com- 
mittee shall submit to this House the reasons which Jead to such 
conclusions. “ ‘ 

‘Che main question was then put on the amendment or sub- 
stitute of Mr. Marvin for the amendment of Mr. Picks, ard 
passed in the negative: yeas 80, nays 112. ; 

Of the 80 in the affirmative, there are 53 Wh’gs 
to 27 Democrats. z E 

Of ihe 112 in the negative, there are 33. Whigs to 
80 Democrats; i : 

Leaving a large. majority of the whole of the 
Whig party voting in favor of this, the most exe 
travagant proposition that was made during the 
last session, and & large majority of the Democrats 
voting agaist it. Yet the Democrats are de- 
nounced for extravagance, and the Whigs are 
lauded as closefisted economists to the people. 

But, sir, again, the next most extravagant pro- 
position that was made during the last session, in 
ihe Committee of the Whole, was made by the 
member from Indian [Mr. Paorrrr, a Whig] to ap- 
"The Opposition and Conservatives had the majonty in the 


House also in 1838, ‘39. 
iSenate chamber. 


$78 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Feb; 1841. 


261TH Conc....2np Sess. 


Branch Mint in North Carolina—Mr. 


Bynum. 


H. of Reps. 


propriate $400,000 fer the continuation of the 
Cumberland Road. Not being able to take the 
‘yeas and: nays in a committee, the vote on this pro- 
position was taken by tellers. - And, sir, I took my 
seat. there, near the place of the tellers, and couni- 
edhe votes.asthey passed through, and three- 
fourths, or? thereabout, of those who voted for this 
appropriation, were Whigs, and no gentleman will 
now. deny it. The gentleman from Mississippi 
{Mr. THompson] sat by me, and will bear me oul 
`- dn.what I have stated, I think; and sir, strange, 
passing strahge, I then saw certain gentlemen 
sneak through and vote for that proposition, who 
have. been, and are now, the loudest infdenouncing 
this Administration for extravagance, prodigality, 
and corruption; and who have rung tothe very hea- 
vens their voices against the pitiful expenditure of 
one hundred and siatcen, or iwo hundred and sixteen 
dollars, upon the public grounds attached to the 
braach mint at Charlotte, in North Carolina; and: 
which was spent, :too, exclusively for the improve-' 
-ment of the public property. Sir, if we could be 
astonished at any thing that men could do at this 
time, these facts alone would ‘be startling; but the 
pubiic mind is not in a condition to hear facts, and 
old and young are ready to jump and run with every 
political culprit who will cry seek him, boy—seek him, 
boy, to draw attention from his own conduct. 
< But really, sir, it must have been amusing to an 
impartial spectator to have sat and witnessed, in 
this body, the transitu condition of certain gentle- 
men of this most economical party, and to bave 
observed what a jarring of language, and confu- 
sion of tongues, they exhibit in the soaersets 
and changes that they are daily making before the 
world upon this subject of extravagance. Has 
any gentleman listened attentively at the speeches 
that have been delivered on this floor, within four 
weeks, without being satisficd of a most unac- 
countable change coming over the dreams of some 
of the minds.of those honorable men, who hereto- 
fote have been so celebrated for the denunciadon 
of this Administration for its extravagance and 
corruption? Could any one have listened at the 
speech of the gentleman frem Tennessee, (Mr. 
Bert, and that of the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Bannaap,] without being satisfied of 
this extraordinary change in their minds upon this 
subject? Can they fail to have seen, in the temper 
and tone of these speeches, that an infinitely more 
extravagant Administration than any we have yet 
had, was in contemplation? The gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Bannarn,] demonstrated must 
clearly, no doubt, to his own mind, the necessily 
there was to raise our taxes, by fnereasing your 
tariff on certain articles, and ` this speech was 
acquiesced in, and sanclioned and compli- 
mented highly by the honorable, member from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr, BELL.] Bat, sir, the speech of my 
honorable colleague, [Mr. Rayner] above all 
others, proves most clearly the sudden revolution 
that has recently taken place in that party. While 
wehave been denounced for extravagance, and for 
, Permitting the expenditures of the General Gavern- 
ment. to. run up to 25,000,000, or 38,000,000 of 
dollars;:my honorable colleague has spoken of, 
and advocated measures in his speech, that would, 
at the lowest calculation, involve the ensuing Ad. 
Mninistration in an expenditure of more than $50,- 
000,000: per annum; and has gone on fariher, and 
shown conclusively, ne doubt, tohis ownlmind, that 
this amount could be realized by an increase of 
taxes, by raising a_tariff on Jaxuries, silks, wines, 
andilinens, &c. While, sir, 1 acknowledge that 
my colleague made a most excellent speech, and 
in some parts ot which I most cordially agreed with 
him, I must. say, on the whole, it was one of the 
highest toned extravagant productions that 1 have lis- 
tened to in this House, and to carry out the objecis 
of:which, in four years, would involve’ this nation 
in’a debt, that no human eye ean fore. Others, 
sit, of the same party, have taken a similar view 
upon the same subjects, but apoa whose remarks 
I will not dwell, One gentieman's, however, I 
would do injustice 10 omit—ihe honorable mem- 
ber from Maine, [Mr. Evans.} 
Mr. Chairman, a gentleman of the st talents, 


whois justly entitled to the position that he occu- 
pies here as a leader of his party, has had the mag- | 
nanimily to meet this question openly and manly 


upon every occasion. Shir, he is no ordipary man. 
He never amuses us here with any shallow ideas 
that flit across his mind. No, sir, hë speaks ad- 
visedly or not at all, and by so doing, he has well 
earned for himself the high honoyihat has recent- 
ly been conferred on him by his party in the State 
of Maine. What does he say? What did he say 
on this floor during a debate; in which he had an 
occasion to reply to some reniarks of my honora- 
ble colleague from North Carolina, (Mr. McKay?] 
Sir, I am glad that the’ gentleman [Mr. Evans] 
is present, ard I have him now in my eye; and if 
I mistaké him, I eall on him to correct me. That 
gentleman then emphatically said, for I wrote it 
dowh at the time,*that it was not to the amount 
that this Administration had expended, but to its 
not having spenténcugh,to which he objected; also 
to the manner aud objects to which the money had 
been applied. He was the advocate of no penu- 
rious, close,fisted economy. He was for a liberal 
expenditure, such as was necessary to carry on all 
the internal improvements of the country, for re- 


‘pairlhg our fortifications, building harbors, im- 


proving our navy, &e.&e. This, sir, was what I 
then understood that gentleman to say, and all I 
have heard from him this session has been in cor- 
roboration of these views. (Mr. E. made no re- 
ply.) Now, sir, I ask again and again, how do 
these sentiments comport with this continued cry 
from this small fry of politicians about “extrava. 
fance and corruption?’—men, sir, that are not even 
permitted in council of the great agitators them- 
selves, who have ulterior and higher objects in 
view, 

But, Mr. Chairman, there is one other thing to 
which I wish to cail the attention of this Hlouse 
and this country. ‘The honorable gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Evans] has stated emphatically, L think, 
again and again, in this House, that it was not the 
gross amount of expenditures that had been made by 
this Administration to which he had objected, bur 
more to their “niggardly parsimony,” (I think these 
were the words which he used on one occasion.) and 
to the manner and ubjects of those expenditures. I, 
sir, have spoken, in another place, of this gentle- 
man’s high standing with his party, and the weight 
to which every thing that falls from him is entitled. 
Now, sir, mark it; I had the bonor, but a few days 
since, to visit ancther part of this Capito!l,* where 
this very subject of “the extravagance, prodigality, 
and corruption,” of ins Administration, was under 
consideration. It was then and there, for the first 
time, that I heard and saw the gauntlet thrown 
down by a distinguished gentleman,t andali chal- 
lenged to touch it who dare to diseass, item by 
item, the expdiency, economy, necessity, and pro- 
priety, of any single object of expenditure that had 
b:en incarred by the present Administration; and, 
sir, wha can conceive my utter astonishment, 
when I saw this challenge declined, on the: plea 
entered by another distinguished individual, 
that it was to the gross amount that objections 
to its extravagance had been made, and not 
to the. items or particular manner of the expen- 
ditures. Now, sir, here are two positions taken by 
men the most distinguished of their party, as dia- 
metrically opposite as are the poles, yet both are 
hurried on with equal fervor to the consummation 
of iheir ultimate, though diametrically opposite, ob- 
jects. Sir, in this, they both cannot be right; there 
is a deadly cross five in their own ranks, by soldiers 
of equal skill, that proves by demonstration, concla- 
sively, that they are in a false position, and that a 
retreat or destruction is inevitable. 

Bat the cry of “corruption, extravagance, and pro- 
digality,” sull rings through my ears. This caw, 
caw, caw note, that has been so much rung in every 
sect.on of our beloved country, to impose upon the 
innocent, but too credulous yeomanry of our hard 
working and laboring population, to win them 
from the productive interest and subjugate them to 
the rule of unproductive swindling corporations. 

To expose the authors of these imposiiions, 
which, I confess, commenced and had their origin 
here, hold ia my hand a dccument which should 


"I was informed by Mr. Marvin of New York, the mover of 
this proposition, that it embraced an expenditure of $2,000,000; 
by others, nearer $10,600,000, _ 

iMt. Buchanan, of. Pennsyivania. 

i Mr. Clay of Kentucky. 


forever put to blush the individual who shall dare 
repeat it again on this floor, however ofen it may 
be repeated by others abroad, for the want of better 
information. . It is composed of the six standing 
rules, of the 26:h Congress, of this House, and is 
to be found in the following words, page 50, “Con- 
gressional Directory,” 1841: 


“The following standing committees were appointed at the 


first session, and stand through the Congress: 

Committee on Expenditures in the Department of State.— 
Messrs. Joseph R. Underwood, Kentucky; Joshua Lowell, 
Maine; Jesse A. Bynum, North Carolina; Joseph Trumbull, 
Connecticut; George W. Crabb, Alabama. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Department of the 
Treasury.—Messrs. George Evans, Maine; Lot Warren, 
Georgia; Charles G. Atherton, New Hampshire; Nathaniel 
Jones, New York; Thomas Osborne, Connecticut. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Department of War.—~ 
Messrs. Peter J. Wagner, New York; Reuben hapman, 
Alabama; Isaac E. Holmes, South Carolina; Nicholas B. Doe, 
New York; James Cooper, Pennayivania. 

Committee on Mupenditures in the Department of the 
Navy.—Messrs. Leverett Saltonstall, Massachusetts; Willis 
Green, Kentucky; Aaron Varderpoel, New York; James Gerry, 
Pennsylvania; William Simonton, Pennsylvania. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Department of the 
Post Office.—Mesars, Richard P. Marvin, New York; Gur- 
ret Davis, Kentucky; Linn Boyd, Kentucky; Henry &. Lane, ` 
Indiana; Joshua Lowell, Maine, 

Committee on Expenditures on the Public Buildings.— 
Messrs. Ediourd Stanly, North Carolina; Thomas Henry, 
Pennsylvania; Joseph Fornance, Pennsylvania; Nehemiah Earl, 
New York; Seth M. Gales, New York.” i £ 

Here, Mr. Chairman, are six standing commit- 
tees, composed of five members, with acbairman on 
each, and two others, who are Whigs, and are as 
violently opposed to this Administration as men 
well can be. 

The chairman of each committee is a Whig, and 
with two others, making three out of five. They 
have. full power of the investigation of any sub- 
ject that may have had the least relation to any 
expenditures in any one of these several depart- 
ments. Yea, sir, more. upon the suggestion, or 
the suspicion of any extravagance and corruption 
in any of those departments, it became their duty 
to institute immediate investigation, and to report 
the result to this FTonse and the country. 

It was the duty, also, of every member of this 
House, who should have entertained the remotest 
idea of corraption or extravagance existing in any . 
of these departmen's, to have made it known by 
resolulion through this House, and instructed the 
committee, who had cognizance of the facts, to 
have inquired into them, and reported forthwith 
the facts to the House and the country. 

Here, sir, was the field widely opened to all in- 
vestigation, wilh committees packed in their own fa- 
vor upon every subject that was connected with the 
Government, financial and otherwise. Every de- 
partment was thrown open to them, and they were 
Invited to walk in; to examine to their hearts’ con- 
tent, 

There was no longer a necessity: for special com- 
mittees to investigate fraud, extravagance, or cor- 
ruption. Here they were appointed by their own 
Speaker, with three out of five members on each 
committee, with the chairman at their head. Here, 
sir, they have had full power to ascertain the 
facts in relation to every species of corruption 
and extravagance. For the whole of the last 
session, occupying near eight months, were 
those committees in session, and the whole of this 
present session; and what have they done in the 
way of detection and exposition of extravagance 
and corruption? Not one single thing, save and 
except $116 or $216, in relation to this said branch 
mint, and which all admit was laid out for the 
benefit of the public grounds connected with this 
mint. Such, sir, is the record, and are the facts 
in relation to this universal cry and “caw note” 
about corruption and extravagance, which has 
caused so much the condemnation of this Demo- 
cratic Administration. 

Such has been the facilities given to tbeir oppo- 
nents by the Demecrats of this body to investigate 
every supposable case of fraud, corruption, or ex- 
travagance; and with what grace, Task now, can 
any honorable gentleman rise here, and repeat this 
charge, knowing, as he must, that he has 
only to intimate it to one ef his friends on 
those committees, or it becomes his duty, 
which he owes both to this House and 
his constituents, to propose to instruct one of 


“Those names in italics are Whigs, with the chairman of each 
committee. 
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these committees, to inquire and report the 
facts to the House, in relation to any suspicion he 
may bave? Sir, have they done this? Will they 
now do it? No, no, no; such a course does not 
suit their purpose, as it makes an issue with them, 
and puts the accused on his trial, which is not a part 
of their tactics in politics. Their system is to con- 
demn without a tiial, and sentence before a hear- 
ing and by vague and sly insinuation, to infuse 
their poison in the public mind. They shun all in- 
vestigation by which truth is to be elicited, and 
resort’ to indiscriminate charges, founded simply 
upon their own reckless asvertion. Yes, 
sir, and by such a course have they been but too 
successful with the most innocent and credulous of 
the country. But I say again, such a course can- 
not “come to good.” There is a redeeming sp'rit 
in thz people, in the Democrscy of this ccuntry, 
that must and willin time overtake them, or the 
Government itself is undone. What man have 
they attempted to proscribe in this way, that they 
have not already immortalized the memory of, 
wherever they have been breught to a fair investi- 
gation? Look at your Secretary of the Treasury, 
(Levi Woodbury;) they have erected, sir, for him, 
an immortality “more durable than bra:s. They 
had their committee—-end such a one! He passed 
its fiery ordeal, and what hair has been scorched? 
Others, too, whom they dared not to put on trial, 
whose conduct they shrank from all investigation 
of by committee, are doomed to rise above their 
petty calumniators and traducers in immortal glory. 
The American people only want time to reflect, to 
be convineed of the character of the unholy war- 
fare that has been waged against the Democracy, 
for the profits of their labor—mechanical and pro-. 
ductive. 

Mr. Chairman, we are frequently taunted with 
our promises of economy while opposing the ad- 
ministration of the honorable gentieman who now 
sits before me, [Mr. Apams.] The inaocest and 
uninformed have been led to believe that the entire 
opposition of the Republicans to the administration 
of Mr. Apams was founded on its enormous ex- 
penditures in the public departments. Not so, sir. 
There were higher principles at issue in that covtest 
than in any expenditure of revenue. The Demo- 
crats objected to the manner in which that Admi- 
nistration had come into power, as anti-Republican. 
The honorable gentleman never did receive a ma- 
jority of the votes of the American people. He 
was hot even the highest candidate who reached the 
House of Representatives, but was taken up, as it 
was supposed, by an unholy alliance between high 
contracting parties, though with a less vote than 
General Jackson, and was forced in on the people 
as a minority President—which aroused the De- 
mocracy in every section of the Republic to re- 
venge this wanton usurpation of pepular righis. 
The people took the subject in hand, and at the 
next election rebuked that Administration, by plac- 
ing in power another, at the head of which they 
placed the distinguished individual who had ob- 
tained the greatest number of votes at the preced- 
ing Presidential election. 

Mr. John Randolph, of Virginia, ia exposing 
the character and parties to that coalition, and while 
upon this subject, said: 


and withthe 
Can it be 


one that he could not survive the summer: he was thea dead to 
every purpose, publig or private, Louisisiena refused to vote 


Branch Mint in North Carolina—Mr. Bynum. 


as obstinately as Mr. Crawford refused to die; and so the gen 
tleman was excluded. Jt was then that Mr. Adams was first 
taken up, asapisaller, which we planters of the South trans- 
late, a hand plant. 

“Sir, Ihave a right to know; I had a long while before anin- 
terview with the very great man; but not on that subject; no, 
sir, it was about business of this House; and he so far descended, 
I should rather say, of so great 2 man, condescended, as to elec- 
tioneer even with me. He said to me, among other matters, if 
you of the South will give us of the West any other man than 
John Quincy Adams for President, we will support him. Let 
any man deny this who dare; but remember, sir, he then ex- 
pected to bea candidate before the House himself. If you wiil 
give us any other man. Sir, the gentleman in question can 
have no disposition todeny it. It wasata time when he and 
the present incumbent were publicly pitted against each other, 
and Mr, Adams had crowed defiance, and clapped his wings 
against the Cock of Kentucky. Sir, Lknow this to bea strong 
mode ofexpression. Idid not take it literally. I thought 1 
understood the meaning to be that Virginia, by her strenuous 
support of Mr. Crawford, would further the success of Mr. 
Adams. ‘Any other man, sir, besides John Quincy Adams.’ 
Now, as neither Mr. Crawford nor Generai Jackson, in the end, 
proved to be ‘any other man,’ it follows ciearly wbo any other 
man was, viz: one other man, i2 est, myself, as a gentleman once 
said in this House, we will support him. But, sir, as soon ag 
this egomet was out of question, we of the South lost all our 
influence, and ‘we of the West’ gave us of the south this very 
John Quincy Adams for President, and received from him the 
very Office, which, being held by him, we of the West assigned 
as the cause of our support, considering it to be a sort of rever- 
sionary interest in the Presidency. (See the letter to Mr. F: 
Brooks.) k was indeed ‘ratsbane in our mouth,’ but we swal- 
Jowed the arsenic. 

“Sir, Lwill take the letter to the President ofthe Court of Ap- 
peals in Virginia; and on that letter, and on facts which are note- 
rious as the sun at noonday, if must be estab!ished that there was 
a collusion, anda corrupt collusion, between the principals in 
thisaffair. I donot say theagreement was a written, or even a 
verbal one. I know the language of the poet is true; that men,who 

. ‘meet todo a damned deed,’ cannot br even themse!ves to 
speak of itin distinct terms; they can aH a spade a spade: 
but eke out their unholy purposes with dark hints, and inuen- 
does, and signs, and shrugs, where more is meant than meets 
the ear.” 


Such were the sentiments and such the testimony 
of that distinguished statesman, who is now no 
more. Suchis the evidence that he lefton record 
against these bigh contracting parties, Ie has told 
all posterity the principles for which the Demo- 
crats contended in their opposition to tbat Admi- 
nistration, and the example that they had resolved 
to make of those high dignitaries, who had dared 
to disregard the will of the people, and fer conside- 


ii vations, implied or expressed, bid defiance to the 


known wishes of their constituents. 


These things, Mr. Chairman, are not to be for- 
getters It is good forthe country that we some- 
time recur to first principles—it is the retrospeet of 
the past, that sometimes throw light on the future; 
and gentlemen who contend vńder a leeder, all 
covered with guilt, should be at least cautious how 
they throw corruption at others. 

But, sir, we have been frequently taunted fer 
extravagance, andit has been told that we con- 
tended for aneconomical Administration, and had 
deceived the country; that we had opposed the ex- 
travagance of the Adams administration, but had 
been more guilty of it ourselves. 

Now, sir, here again I take issue, and will show 
that the principles then avowed en the subject of 
| extravagance, were carried cut in gocd faith, and 
adhered to by the Democrats most sacredly, until 
they had effectually accomplished their objects, and 
redeemed their pledge. Sir, they did object to the 
extravagance of that Administration, and the prin- 
ciples upon which it was founded; and, sir, it was 
not to your little “picayune two pence hapenny” ex- 
travagance cf a little contemptible office-holder— 
not to a little outlay of one hundred and sixteen dol- 
lars, or the puny salaries of a few starving clerks, 
ar to old spoons and dishes, old bediteads, towels, and 
other culinary implements, No, sit, no: those were 
not the objects of Democratic refotrm—they were 
reserved for other men, and other times—to the 
other party, with a new born zeal. The Demo- 
erats Jacked at bigh objects; they were in no jest 
upon snbjret? of extravagance to tickle the vulgar 
and delude the maltitede. They went for princi- 
pie, as Ttrust they ever will, and opposed princi- 

les which involved the expending and squander- 
ing of millions and thousands of milions of the ` 
people’s money, and thereby incurring a national 
debt that unborn generations would never be able 
to pay. ° f 

What were those principles, then, involved in 
that contest? They were the principles oa which 


was founded the right and expediency of carrying 
on a system of internal improvements by the Ne- 
tional Government—ihat was the nature of the ex- 
travagance opposed with zo much yehemence by 


H. of Reps. 


the Demceratic party; that was the character of 
extravaganee that was so signally rebuked by the 
people in that great struggle. Yes, sir, an ex- 
travagance carrying with it a system of corruption 
and prodigality, that well might cause the people 
fear and trembling. It was to this kind of ex- 
travagance and corruption to which the Democratic 
party looked for reform and retrenchment, and 
which, sir, they have ultima‘ely effected, trium- 
phanily effected, and by no “humbuggery” about 
office holders, and high salaries, and “kitchen fur- 
niture.” 

Tre amount of the millions and hundred of mil- 
lions of dollars that was sought to be expended 
then by the Opposition party, who are now to be 
placed in power for their notions of reform and 
economy, are justly illustrated by the following re- 
marks ofa distinguished Senator from South Caro- 
lina, [the Hon. William Smith,] who has since de- 
parted this life, at his private residence, in the State 
of Alabama; and, as a Southern planter of werth 
and intelligence, he has left few equals behind, and 
no superior. In this speech, delivered in the Se- 
nate by this distinguished and extraordinary man 
on the Lith of April, 1828, in opposition to the ex- 
travagance of that Administration, is contained, 
these facts, to which I call the particular attention 
cf the eommitee, in demonstration of the charac’er 
of the extravagant measures then opposed by the 
Democratic party, but advocated then by the party 
now calling themselves Whigs: 

"It was, Mr. S. said, among his objections to the system, the 
great inequality and injustice of its practical operations ‘in the 
different sections of the Union. And this fact was fully demon- 
strated, At the present session there were applications from 
the Western States, all of which had received already large do- 
nations in public lands for at least 10,000,060 of acres for inter- 
nal improvements and other purposes of theirown. And there 
were applications now before Congress, in some shape or other, 
for appropriations for internal improvements in the different 
States, except the States of South Carolina and Georgia, for 
more than $300,000,000, And with all this preparation and ap- 
propriation in the other States to fill them with roads and ca- 
nals, at the expense of the pubiic Treasury, not a chain had 
been stretched, nora Jacob staffplanted, within the States of 
South Carolina and Georgia, by authority of the General Go- 
vernment, for that purpose; and because their Legislature have 
not deemed 1t constitutional, nor proper that their members in 
Congress shall joii inthe general struggle for the mere favors 
of the General Government, and higgle and huckster for aroad 


or a canal, as they would in amarket or fair fora bale of goods 
oy an 0x.” 


Here, sir, we are informed that at that time, et 
one single session, there were applications and 
projects before Congress to fhe amount of 
$300,000,000* for objects of internal improvements, 
without an application from two large and respec- 
table States of this Union, which, taking the year 
1818 as an average, exported within $3,000,000 as 
much as the whole of the States north of the Poto- 
mac, except Maryland, that exported about 
$4,000,000. 

This distinguished Senator in continuation said: 


“Sir, it is not the revenue you collect on foreign merchandise 
that constitutes the real wealth of ʻa nation. It is the amount‘ 
of yourexports you are enabled to send abroad, that constitutes ~ 
your national wealth.” 7 ~% 7 * “And turn itas you wilh 
all your revenue is ultimately paid from the agricultural pur- 
sults of the laboring community, who are entitled to their full 
share of the dividends of the Treasury.” 


Without going iato the enormity of. the inequali- 
ty and prodigality of such an extravagant amount, - 
which was then sanctioned by the principles and 
recommended by the self same party, that has since 
become the advocates cf economy under another 
name, I shall confiae myself simply to the enormi- 
ty of the amounts that they then had in contempla- . 
tion to expend. Let it be held in mind that 
#300,600,000 hed been applied fer, exclusive of 
two large Statest’ which, if rewarded aecord+ 
ing to beir exports, would have increased 
these applications near $200,000 000- more, mak- 
ing an aggregate of about 500,000,000 dol- 
lars, af a time, too, sir, when this nation was in 
debt to the amount of near $70,000,000, which, had 
these measures met the approbation of the Demo- 
cratic party, in the aggregate would have left this 
natien in debt not less than. $570,000,000; and if 
that party bad failed in their opposition to such 
meazares, would have been increased by this time 
into a national debt of from one. thousand to two 
thousand millions of dollars; just enough, sir, to : 


t See report, Executive documents to the Senate and House 
of Representatives, 1828. : 

+ See table of statistics of Watterson and Vanzandt. 

+ South Carolina and Georgia, 


PGs 


$80 


i 


26rnCona--+-2nn Sess. 


Branch Mintin North Caroling—Mr. Bynum. 


æ 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Feb. 1841. 


_ H. of Reps, 


have.realizéd ‘all their splendid hopes of a “great 
National debt being a great national blessing.” 
Sach were the extravagance, prodigality, and 
corraption, to which we directed all our energies 
‘of reform in. the revolution of 1828; against this 
monstrous doctrine, of British origin, that“‘a great na- 
tional debt isa great natioval! blessing,” itwas against 
that.we waged war, which resulted in a glorious 
triumph, and the prostration of the whole “Ameri- 
cansystem” party, who were then their advocates, 
but who are now again raised to power by the wild 
infatuation of a deluded country, who, in my judg- 
ment, are destined to witness (if they have not autho- 
rized it by their own recent. acts) a reiteration of 
thesame attempt to rivet on them the renewal of 
this self same “American system,”—with recupera- 
ted energies, backed and sustained by the omnipo- 
tent power of the great paper credit system, to filch 
from: the laboring and productive classes the profits 
of their industry, and, by its power of oppression of 
those classes, ‘to subjugate them, and force them to 
a final acquiescence and submission to their tyran- 
nical and oppressive measwres of tariff taxation-—of 
extortion, and ile Sea 

“This is the species of exthavagance and corrup- 
tion, and their results, that tbe Democracy were 


pledged to oppose, and which they have faithfully.” 


carried out to the letter, so fay as they bave had 
rhs S 
the power. Nor have they failéd, upon proper gvi- 
dence being produced, to correctsuch other eftra- 
vagance in any of the departmentsof the Gdvern- 
ment that may have occurred even antangst'the sala- 
risd officers, however much of minor consequence to 
the great principles of extravagance, that they had 
in view for reformation and retrenchment. 
wt is remarkable, sir, to have observed the decla- 
. Yations of the honorable member from Massachu- 
selts [Mr. Apams] in relation to our State debts. 
le stated that the debts: of the States were 
upwards of $200,000,000, and that they had been in- 
curred for inleinal improvements, which should 
have: been effected for them by the General Go- 
vernment—no great difference between the absolute 
debt and the projected one, as stated in the speech 
of the distinguished Senator from South Ca- 
rolina, to which I have referred; and the only 
difference. is, likely, that which might be 
saved by the conducting such works by the 
States having them under their immediate con- 
trol, ‘and that of the General Government, 
whose contro! would be more remote and more suz- 
ceptible of a loss. And in this, tco, the honorable 
member gives us no obscure hint, that it is the de- 
siga of his party, if they dare do it, to assume these 
debts of the States in some shape or other, and 
saddle them on the shoulders of the General Go- 
vernment. In fact, in substance, such were his 
emphatic declaraticns, Bat, sir, I will pursue that 
branch of ‘the subject no farther, in vindication cf 
the.party with which Tact, sgainst the charge of 
extravagance and corruption, and feel perfectly 
safe in“trusting the whole subject to an impartial 
public. ; 


T will return again to. the branch mint, for the 
continuance of which, a motion has been. made by 
the “honorable gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Green,}.io strike out the appropriation. T conti- 
der this question. as directly involving the conside- 
ration of a National Bank. We cannot be for 
abolishing our mints, without having in contempia- 
tión a substime; and sir, no one will deny that that 
substitute isa Naiional Bank.’ The annihilation 
of one is, in effect, the sabstitutiow of the other, 
< They are, in fact, antagonistieal propositions in a 
' great measure.. The friends of the one are prone to 
view the other with great suspicion. 

Now, sir, I here take my stand, not only against 
a National Bank as a substitute for our mints—to 
afford ibe laboring agricuitural classes paper pro- 
mises.a3 a substitute for gold and silver, a$ equiva- 
lent-for their labor and produce—but, sir, against 
the whole system of banking as it is now carried on 
in this country, as one of plunder and robbery of the 
great planting, productive, and laboring classe: of 
the country. I stand opposed to this whole system 
of robbery of the. planting, laboring, mechanical 
classes, as one unknown to the constitutional 
framers of our Government, and one which was 
openly and expressly repudiated: and rejected by 


l 


trem; in refusing to grant ibe power (whe in the 
Federal Convention that sat at Philadelphia) to 
Congress to form, originate, or establish, any such 
corporations whatever. I oppose them, sir, as a 
spurious batch—an offspring illegitimatelbegutien 
of your Government, b sth State and Generah if you 
please, unauthorized, and not sanctioned by any 
safeguard of your nation. I oppose them aà en- 
gendering, and as having already en:endered, an 
interest and influence in the country, not provided 
for ugeler the Constitution of the nation, nor forese, 
nor even dreamed cf, by its ilustrious founders—\ 
an interest that has grown, sir, with | gigantic’ 
strides, and has thrown a shade, and does, at this 
time, both here and abroad, over all other in- 
terest known end provided for by the fathers of the 
Constitution, 


Sir, what were the great interests referred to 
during the long discussions that took place in the 
Federal Convention that framed your Constitution? 
What. were those referred to in your State Ccnven- 
tions that sanctioned your Federa! Constitation? 
What were they, I emphatically ask, (after the 


preservation of liberty,) but the commercial, ma- 


nufacturing, and agricultural interests of the coun- 
try? They held them as the great primary 
interests of the nation, as spoken of, referred to, 
and reiterated over and over again in your Federal 
Convention, and in every’ State Convention that 
was held at that time in the nation; but, sir, which 
are now held as only secondary considerations to 
the great paramount interest of bank corporations, 
rallying around them all the vhproductive interesis 
and influences of the nation, more potent than all 
the others combined, and have thereby effected 
amost complete revolution in the whole theory 
and practice of your constitutional Government, 
aud if not specdily arrested in their cnward course, 
raus: in future make and unmake all your Presi- 
dents ad libitum, and monarchs too, if it be their plea- 
sure. 

Will any man here dare deny their predominant 
influence in this nation at this time over any one 
other interest, and all combined, of those to which I 
have referred. A fact not more humiliating to the 
proud spirit of every free American, than it is appal- 
ling to every friend to the freedom aud independence 
of his country throughout the Republic. They have 
effected a revolution in our whoie free Republican 
system, that the united armies of all Christendom 
could not have effected in the same length of time. 
Facts, which the faithfal historian must record, to 
our shame and lasting infamy, proving ourselves a 
degenerate race of a noble ancestry. 

But, Mr. Chairman, we are told that in the last 
Presidential election, the people decided in fa- 
vor of a National Bank, and sanctioned this mon- 
strous system of banking in the country. Sir, can 
it be so? Tcasnot believe it. Wehave not less 
ihan ten subjects that the people, we are told, de- 
cided at the last Presidential election, and have they 
done it? Here they are— 

Ist. That they are to have a National Bank of 
$50,000,000 or $100,000,000 capital. 

2d. That the taxes are to be increased by an in- 
crease of your tariff (upon luxuries, you are kind 
enough to say,) &e. 

31. The distribution of the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands. 

4h. Internal improvement by the General Go- 
vernment, or the assumption of. the State debts. 

Sth. Reform and retrenchment, and the expul- 
sion of corruption, &e. 

6th. The erection of light houses and the 
building and rebuilding of harbors, fortifications, 
&e. 

7th. That the making a national debt to supply 
temporary Geficiencies in the revenue, was preiera- 
ble to the use of Treasury notes, looking to it as a 
national blessing. 

8h. The immediate and unqualifi:d repeal of 
the Independent Treasury law, and the immediate 
reunion of Bank and Siale to fleece and tyrannize 
over our people. 

Sux. The call of an extra session, to put in ope- 
ration this odious system, before the people are al- 
lowed time to detect the imposition. 

10th, and lastly. That General William Henry 
Harrison is a real, and not a sham here. 


I might add another, which the Abolitionisis say 
was decided in their favor; but as it might be con- 
sidered out of order, I sal] omit it for the present. 

[Here some of the Séuthern members said, in 
; an under tone, it wasut of order, and the chair- 
| man indicated thatit would be.] 

Sir, I shall not press it, although I believe it was 
decided in their favor as much as any other ques- 
tion was decided by the people, except that General 
Harrison should be President—an effect which 
was produgéd, in my opinion, by combined causes, 
brought. about mostly by that great and potent in- 
fluence‘of the banking interest, which, by a certain 
Mprastss, wes made to circulate through and pene- 
trate every city, village, and hamlet in the land. 

I do not believe, sir, that the mass of the people 
were bribed by those institutions. No, sir: far be 
it from me to suppose such a thing. There wasno 
cause for such bribery. But that these institutions, 
or those interested deeply in them, used them as po- 
litical machinery to coerce, rouse and agitate the, 
people against their Government, there is not a 
doub: in the miad of any intelligent man in this 
e@untry, and that their means were used, in every 
possible way, to effect their object, there is just as 
little doubt? It may be asked, how was this 
done. I answer, in a variety of ways. First, by fur- 
nishing and circulating, by agents employed, politi- 
cal documents themselves; and secondly, by fur- 
nishing their partisans the means to do it; the 
enlisting public presses, by accommodations 
in their favor, and furnishing the means for by 
continuance of some, and the establishing of others, 
through tee whole country, to operate upon public 
opinion, and to reuse and excite the peopie to re- 
sist any and every thing in Government that did 
not promote their immediate interests. Yes, sir, 
yes; you new have it; it was the influence of the 
banking institutions over the public presses of the 
country, that brought about, more than uny other 
cause, the revolution in 1840; and, sir, with the same 
machinery and materials, they can bring about ano- 
ther in 1844, and 1848,and 1859, and as ofien as it 
becomes their interest to do so, until the people are 
arcused with a just sense of the enormity of their 
powers, and the variety of means they use to effect 
their objects, and pass sentence of anuhilation or 
reform on their whole system of operation. Yes, 
sir, here is the interest. Here is the influence that 
has undermined the great constitutional fabric 
erected by the immortal fathers of the Revolution 
of 1776. This has been the operation of that bas- 
lardly power, unbegotten of the Constitution of ‘our 
forefathers—rejected and repudiated by them in 
convention assembled, to influence and overcome 
the richt of suffrage of a great and free people, in 
the selection of the highest presiding officer of the 
nation. 

Yet we are insulting!y told that the people wills 
that it shouid be so. We are told, too, if the banks 
are let alone they will give peace to the country. 
How, sir? How? I say while they exist as they 
are, there never can ke peace or repose in this 
country. Does not the very success of their ope- 
rations depend upon their expansions and contrac- 
tions. While this process is continued, how can 
there be peace or repose? Sir, the very idea of a 
banks giving peace or repose to a people, is acon- 
tradiction in the very nature of things; they never, 
never, can have it while they exist unbridled, as they 
have been for years. I have asserted that the whole 
system ef banking is a mere system of extracting 
tke profits of the laborer and producer, from the 
hands of those who wil in its production; as an 
illustration of the fact, suppose there was acom- 
munity of bankers, and no other subjects upon 
which they could operate? Can the mind conceive 
a condition more wretched, in which mankind 
could be placed? Why, sir, such would be the 
starving condition of such a community, that they 
would be compe'led to feed one upon the caréass of 
another, until the entire seciety should become ex- 
tinct. ` 


‘But, sir, how different would that community be 
| who lived without the curse of those institutions, 
who depend upon their honest labor for a liveli- 
hood, and the produce of the soil given them by 
the Godof nature, whereon to feed and. procure 
their raiment? In such a state, a community could 
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not. fail to enjoy all the blessings that the earth 
afforded, without the least prospect of starvation, 
or of suffering, where the means of industry were 
properly applied, and the greatest profusion and 
abundance in, the preduetion of the earth would 
pe theirs. Such would be the striking contrast be- 
tween a banking community, and one where a 
bank was not allowed toexist. It is therefore 
clear that it is from the productive interest alone, 
that banks derive their greates tprofits, either directly 
or indirectly. 

Sir, these institutions are at war with the best 
interests of the nation in another way. They ab 
tract both capital and isbor of thousands and hun- 
dreds of thousands from the pursuits of productive 
industry and mechanical labor, and convert them 
into an unproductive mass of bankers, -stockjob- 
bers, speculators, and sinecures, and disseminate 
them throughout the country, to suck the very 
life’s.blood of those who do labor in mechanism, or 
in the cultivation of the sci). So far, then, they 
eperate most injuricusly to the great growing inte- 
rests of the nation, and add nothing to the wealth of 
the country, but act as continual embarrassments 
to its onward course in the production of substan- 
tial national wealth, and creating continual embar- 
rassments to the operation of our whol: political ma- 
chine, by their eternal contractions, extortions, and 
expansions, and thereby rendering themselves a 
blight to all our internal repose aud national pros- 
perity. 

Their injurious opevations,'oo, upon our manufac- 
turing classes, seem to have been greatly overlocked 
by many of the firststaiesmen aad financiers of 
the age. Itdoes appear, sir, clear to me, that no- 
thing could act more injurious to the manufactur: 
ing interest themselves, than the bankiag system 
to which I have ailaded, and at the head of which 
I have placed a grcat National Bank. Itis clear 


to my view as noon day, (thongh no manufacturer, ) | 


that the whole operation of the banking system, as 
at present carried on, is in deadly hosti:iiy to 
every manufacturing interest in the nation, and 
thus here invoives the immediate consideration of 
is operation on the tariff to a certain extent. To 
me it has been an unaccountable faet, that the 
most of those who professed the greatest friend- 
ship for the manufacteries, and the most strens- 
ous advocates for high protective tariffs, for the 
benefit of those manvfactories, should be the loud- 
est in their cries for a National Bank, and the mest 
active advocates of every Siate institution of a 
banking character. 

Now, sir, it dots appear to me most obvious, 
that nothing could be more destructive to the 
manufacturing interests, than an inflated, bloated 
paper currency, given by ‘hese banks to the conn- 
try; and to ask for protection, by a tariff, to. your 
manufacturing interest, while you advocate the 
banking system with its inflated currency, does 
appzar to be an inconsistency amounting to a state 
of delirium or madness—a heterodex at war with 
the plainest doctrines of an unbiassed reason and 
practicalcommon sense. Letus examine for a mo- 
ment the practical operation? By this paper inflated 
currency, the price of every article of consump- 
tion, the price of every commodity necessary to be 
used in your manutactoriss—the price of labor, 
even, is raised iv a fictitiovs and inflated value in 
your operations, to the amount of from one to two 
hundred per cent. Under these circumstances, 
your raw materials are manafaciured at an immense 
cost, arising entirely from the stimulated inflation 
of your paper currency banking system. ‘They are 
then taken by the vender to mar 


i, (say in Paita- 
delphia, if you please, and are there brought in 
competition, for the firs! time, with similar fabrics 
manufaciured in Europe, (say in England, France, 
or Germany,) where the same or similar articles 
have been manufactured, with labor, with commc- 
dities of consumption, of use in the fabrication of 
the articles, procured a: the prices given them by a 
mors stable and permancnt currehey, ata less cost 
to the manufacturer, by from one hundred to two 
hundred, and sometimes four or five hundred per 
cent. By tbis means, it is. clear that the American 
manufacturer, with no better article, is compelled 
to sell at double the price at which similar and often 
better articles can be purchased of the European 


manufacturers; and. the consequence is, that he 
cannot sell at ali, and he is driven out of market. 
What is the next step? He flizs to Congress fora 
remedy. The European or foreign articies must 
be taxed to the teeth by a tariff, either to exc'ude 
them from our markets, or to lay it so high on them 
as to disable them from selling to us their articles, 
though of à better quality, at so low a price. 

Sir, in cbedience to the demand of the American 
manufacturer, the ari ff-tex is raised from 50, 100, 
150, to 200 per cent. on the foreign articles, to 
force them toa demand for their geods, the same 
high prices that the American manufacturer asks 
for his, or to quit your markets. 

Wel, sir, this is protection to American manu- 
factures. Foreign articles are by this process 
either excluded, or are forced to be sold, at the 
same bigh prices that the home made articles are 
sold for, And, sir, contented might we be if this 
operation only stopped here, and its consequences 
were no worse. 

At this, ali clamor ceases from that quarter, 
though ata great public sacrifice to all other inte- 
rests, Things fera while scemed to go on well; 
but on a sudden your banks again expand; and la- 
bor, and provision, endfall necessary articles in the 
manufactories are again increased in valuation, 
and again an additional ineréase in tke price of all 
American manufactured articles is increased and 
demanded, in proportion tothe additional quantity 
of the expansion of your barks. What, again, is 
the result to your manufacturer? He is again un- 
dersold by the foreigner, as be is by the inflation 
and expansion of the banks compelled to sell, if 
at all, ata higher price, being forced by that opera- 
tion to fabricate his articles ai a greater cost. And 
what next, sir? The clamor for protection is again 
raised to the skies, and another demand is made on 
Congress to raise your tariff taxes, to enable our 
manufacturers to sell in our. owa market, and to 
compete with ike foreigner, who has crossed the 
ocean, paid bis tariff tax, and is enabled to under- 
sell, by this operation, the American manufacturer, 

In obedience ts this demand, Congress again iu- 
ereases the tariff tax to 25 or 50 rer centum; this 
affords temporary relief, and gives a momentary 
quiet, until, again, your banking capital is in- 
creased, or another expansion is made, and with 
the resort to the same process cver and over again: 
and thus is preduced, by the clandestine operation 
of this banking machinery, o:e continzed scene of 
revolution, crash, aud confusion, in the whole body 
politic. 

{Here Mr. Linco.n rose and called Mr. B. to 
order for discussing the tariff, and said he repre- 
sented an interest deeply interested in that subject; 
and if the subject was gone into, he should fel ut 
his duty to reply to the remarks of the gentleman 
of North Carolina.j 

The Chairman (Mir. Beru of Tennessee) said, 
the discussion of the tariff was cut of order. 

Mr. Bynum said that it was very far from his 
purpose to discuss the subject of the tariff at this 
time—in fact, nothing could be more so; nis object 
was only to show how injuricus to the operation of 
the tariff system the existence of a National Bank 
was, in connection with the whole banking system; 
and to prove byit the inutility of a National Bank, 
and iis injurious operation upon the manufacturing 
interests; it was, therefore, perfeetly in order for 
him to refer, incidentally, to ine tariff. 

Mr. B. continued: He had but one other view to 
take of this subjcet, whieh was, in relation to the 
process of the practical operation of the banking 
system on the price of the manufactured articles of 
the country, in demonstration of the injurious and 
destructive effects cf the banking sysiem. 

I have shown (said Mr. B.) in what manner 
the banks affecied the prices of manufaciured 
artic’es of this country, under the protection of 
the fariff system. I will now undertake to show 
that so long as the hanks are encouraged 
and stimulated to inflate your “paper cur- 
rency,” and raise all domestic articles to the 
prices cfa “paper currency valuation,” that the 
increase of your tariffs, and their continuation 
even, is but a bounty paid to your bankers out of 
ihe profits of tke productive classes, without afford- 
ing the least relief to the manufacturers, for whose 


benefit it is intended. Now here is thé practical 
operation; and it is in the worst light that the sub- 


ject can be viewed: by your. “banking paper 


currency” inflated prices, every article is increased, 
and to its highest price. Then this was the natural 
process practically resorted to by your foreign im- 
porter, to undersell your American manufacturer. 
Remember the price of all articles is now at their 
maximum, or highest pitch. The foreigner im- 
ports his goods, pays the tariff lax on them, and 
sells them again in the market at the inflated price 
created by the paper currency. He receives his 
money in the currency cf the country—paper, of 
eourse. His first step is to take it to the bank and 
demand for it the specie, which, so long as the 
banks pay it out at all, is given to the foreigner. 
This specie is taken back to England, France, or 
Germany, and is again laid out in the purchase of 
foreign manufactured articles, at a specie currency 
valuation, at a price Jess by from 1 to 2, of 500 
per centum of their selling price here, given them 
under the influence of the “inflated paper currency 
system;” and thus the foreigner is again enabled, 
by the low prices in Earope at which he buys, and 
the increased high prices here, at which he sells, 
to pay, without injury to himself at all, the 
amount of the increased tariff by which he is taxed 
here. By this process, you will see it is per- 
fectly plain that by the increase of your tariff flexes, 
direct or incidental, while the banks retain the 
power of expansion, and your banking eapital is 
increased, you: afford, not aid to the American 
manufacturer at all, but keep him eternally in the 
hands of his foreign competitor; and what is equal- 
ly impolitic and injurious, it keeps up a perpetual 
drain of the specie from our country, and leaves 
the banks ina situation totally unabie to comply 
with their domestic engagements of keeping their 
paper equivalent to specie; by which ruinous and 
destructive policy the whele people of the nation 
are brought to suffer mest distressingly—all sir, 
all, resulting from this most ruinous system of 
banking corporations and fictitious paper cre- 
dit system. Such Ihave shown is the practical 
operation on the the tariff system and the manufac- - 
turing interests of the country. Let them look'to 
it, and be, prepared to meet its consequences, ` 


Mr. B. said I will now endeavor to show in 
whai manner this paper money currency affects 
the great growing, planting interesis of the South, 
if I should not be considered out of order in doing, 
so, with ‘he same view that I have attempted to 
show in what manner it operated on the great ma- 
nufacturing interests of the North. 

I this day believe the people of the South the 
most oppressed and the most deluded people in re- 
lation to the operation of their own Government, 
of any portion of people in the American Repub- 
lic. They pay at this time, in many of the States, 
a greater fae, in propertion to their capital and 
private invesiments, than any people on the in- 
habitable globe. What are the operations of this 
inflated paper system” on the planting; producing 
and exporiing classes? Sir, the South constituies 
very near the whole of your exporting. interest. 
Rice, tobacco, and cotton, are the great articles of 
exportation of the country; they are exclusively of 
Southern growth, with a smail exception, Now, 
sir, the price of those articles is but little affected, 
if atall, by our own “inflated paper currency;” the 
prices of those articles depend exclusively, and 
almost entirely, upon the currency of. those foreign 
markets in which they are soldi.e. the currency 
of the English, French, German, end other Baro- 
pean markei, where those articles are sold, and 
which currency, in those markets, is emphatically, 
to allintenis and purposes, a specie currehcy, and 
below that of ours from fifty to two hundred per 
centum; and upon those foreign markets, with this 
specie currency, are the whole South, or at least 
the growing ‘interests of the South, entirely de- 
pendent for the prices of the articles of their pro- 
duetive jàbor The “inflated currency’? here made 
by bank issues, Cannot affect the price of their pro- 
duce abroad. This is too plaia to admit of a doubt 
in any practical view that may be taken of the sub- 
ject. Then, sir, how is that great essential and in- 
valuable interest from which we derive eight-tenths 
of our national wealth and revenue, (or there- 
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‘about,) affected by this base, spurious, “pa- 
per inflated currency?” Sir, this is exceeding- 
ly plain to every practical Southern farmer 
and planter in the country; and, sir, here 
héy are affected precisely as are the home manu- 
Sucturers, by the “inflated currency of the bank pa- 
per;” tothem, every article and commodity, for use 
and consumption, provisions, labor, necessaries of 
clothing, the price of slaves, stock, superintendents’ 
wages, mechanical repairs, and every conceivable 
commodity connected with their farming and plant- 
ing establishments, and with the indispensable sup- 
` ‘plies necessary for their cullivatiovi—all these sta- 
‘ple commodities of Tice, tobacco, and cotton, are 
produced and are purchased at the high and exor- 
bitant prices given to them by the fictitious, “‘in- 
flated currency of bank paper,” thereby forcing, by 
this operation of the system, the Southern planter 
to purchase all necessaries for carrying on his 
business in the home markets at the highest prices, 
produced by the “bank paper system,” and forcirg 
‘him to sell his production in foreign markers, at 
the low prices arising from a more stable specie 
currency oF its equivalents. Our cotton, rice, and 
tobacco are. sold, in the foreign markets, al the 
lowest cash prices, and are grown and produced 
here, with all the means necessary for: their pro- 
duction acquired at the highest possible “infla'ed 
paper currency” prices. Yes, sir, yes, this is the 
actual condition of the South, over which they have 
groaned and slept for the last twenty-five years and 
more, for the want, sir, in my judgment, of practi- 
cal’men and practical politicians among them to 
expose the enormity of the system, and the direct 
inflictions of it, from which they have suffered so 
much and solong. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have endeavored to 
show, and have atleast satisfied my own mind, that 
the whole banking system, with a National Bank 
at the head, has operated most ruinously and de- 
structively, not only upon the great planting, labor- 
ing, and productive interests of the nation, but that 
it has operated as a withering blight to the great 
American manufacturing interests themselves, and 
which I think will be shown to every inteiligent, 
practical man, as clear as the sunbeams, who will 
fully and impar ially examine the subject in all its 
‘bearings upon American interests. ` 

It has been for these reasons I have taken my 
stand against this policy, and though alone I may 
be left, am determined to abide the result, 

Tam, therefore, opposed on those grounds to the 
abolition of our mints, to niake way for the more 
‘effectual application of the enormous system of 
banking institutions—blighting and withering as 1 
believe and feel them to be, upon these great, essen- 
tial, and invaluable interests of my country. 

Having now shown, Mr. Chairman, the perni- 
cious influence and effects of these institutions up- 
onsome of the greatest interests of the country, it 

“ig almost needless to inquire, what interests are 
benefited by them? That there are a variety of in- 


terests benefited by their operations, there can be | 


no doubt; to state them in detail would be a useless 
consumption of time—they may all be included un- 
der the head of the non productive classes,who live and 
enrich themselves, not by theirown labor, nor by the 
cultivation and production of the soil—the owners of 
foreign capital* in this country are benefited by them 
the great owners of capital in our own country 
are benefited. by them and above all, those are 
mostly benefited who are invested with the privi- 
lege of issuing paper, called money, to circulate 
with interest, without. capital, and who constitute 
emphatically (I had liked to have said the ennobled) 
but in truth, the privileged classes of the land. 
Added to these are the whole surplus, idle, Jloating 
population of the country, which. are mostly to be 
found in your larger cities, in every section of your 
nation, who are always ready for ‘any revolvtion 
and change of rulers in the Government, so they 
find ready employment in effeciing that change. 

It was from this reason more than any other, 
perhaps, that Mr. Jefferson was induced to say that 
he viewed your large cities “as cancer warts ‘upon 
the body politic,” and, sir, upon this subject Mr. 
Jefferson spoke with a prophetic tongue. Such, in 


_* The foreign capital in this country at this time is estimated 
by the Treasurer at $25,665,500, (See page 18 of the Report.) 
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truth and in faci, are the beneficiaries of this great 
banking system, that has outgrown the Constitution 
itself in power. 

But there'is one other view of these institutions 
to which I would call the particular attention of the 
committee and the country. Ihave often spoken, 
sir, of the faxes which were levied on the people by 
these institutions, and which were,paid without a 
murmur, while they raised their voices to the high- 
est pitch against taxes paid to Government. I 
have also spoken frequently of the aggregate losses 
that-had been sustained by the people from the 
banks during the time that the “hue and ery” was 
set up against the Administration for extravagance, 
&c. I then asserted that the people had sustained 
a greater loss by the banks than by al! other 
sources known to the country. I have asserted, 
upon rough calculations, that the peop'e paid a 
greater tax to the banks annually than they had to 
their own Government. And, sir, what was then 
assertion and calculation only, have now become 
official facts, by estimation yet uncontroverted, 
Here is an exhibition of losses sustained by the 
people from these institutions, as laid before the 
Senate on the 12th of February, 1841, by the 
report to which I have just alluded, in obedience 
to a call by that body on the Secretary of the 
Treasury for information of ‘the losses by the Ge- 
neral Government, and by the people of the United 
States, from the use of banks and bank paper.” 
Here is the summary contained in that report of 
the aggregate losses of the public, and the annual 
anount paid by the people, by the productive classes, 
emphatically, to the banks cf this country, to which 
I invoke the sober and serious attention of every 
man in the Republic, and particularly those who 
live by labor or productive industry. I read from 
the report, pages 14, 15, and 16: 
i. Losses by bank failures ` i - $108,888,721 


2; Losses by suspensions of specie payments by 
banks, and consequent depreciation on their 


notes -~ - - - 95,000,000 

3. Losses by destruction of bank notes by acci- 
dents -~ - < - - *« 7,121,332 

4. Losses by counterfeit bank notes, beyond losses 
by coin - - ~ - ~ 4,444,444 

5, Loses by fluctuations in bank currency affect 

ing prices, extravagance in living, sacrifices 

of property, and by only a part of the other 

incidents to the banking system, not com- 
puted above, at least - - : - 150,000,000 
Aggregate, computed, $$365,451,497 


Amount paid by the community to the banks, annually, the 
last len years, for the use of banking institutions, 

1. ‘The resolution calls for the sums thus paid, whether “di- 
rectly or indirectly,” and whether by “the people or the Go- 
vernment,”’ 

It may be, therefore, that the amount collected by banks from 
the community annually, for interest, exchanges, rents, ete, 
ought, in the opinion of nyany, to be considered as what is paid 
to them “for the use of banking institutions,” Consequently, 
an attempt haa been made, first, to form some estimate of this 
amount which shall approximate the truth. 

The result has been, that the whole payment made to the 
banks for the use of them, their capital, &c. during the last ten 


years, has been inthe aggregate - $22,000,000 
This would be annually on anaverage - 5 28,200,000 


To explain the amount thus received by banks annually, dur- 
ing the last ten years, the following data are submitted: . 

The aggregate capital and discounts of ail banks in the United 
States, during that period, so far as can be ascertained from the 
Treasury reports on banks, aud some estimates, have been as 
follows: 


| Aggregate discounts 
or loans. 


| 

| i 
HES | x 

! 

| 


Aggregate capital, 


In 1831 Not ascertained. Not ascertained, 
In 1832 Do, 

Ta 1833 - Do. 

In 1834 : i $2 $324,119,499 
In 1835 - 365,163,834 
In 1836 457,506,080 
Tn 1837 - 290,772,091 525,115,702 
In 1838 - 317,636,778 455,631,697 
In 1839 : 327,132,512 492,272,015 
Jn 1846 - 358,442,692. 462,896,523 


i 


{In 1830, $145,192,268,as capital, and $200,451,214 as dis- 
counts or loans, have been ascertained and computed by Mr. 
Gallatin, in his Considerations on the Currency.] 
€ {The above amounts stated as the capital employed in bank- 
ing require some explanion. It has been the practice, in most 
parts of the country, to put banks into operation chiefly upon 
the stock notes of the proprietors. By the reports of the Legis- 
lature of Massachusetts, in 1838, it appears that many of the 
banks in that State, which are generally as safe ag any in the 


Union, have been put into operation upon the naked promis- 
sory notes of the stockholders, with little actual Capital, except- 
ing that which has accumulated from the operations of the 
banks. These promissory notes are the principal basis of the 
paper currency issued in the first instance. If confidence shouid 
happen to be buoyant for a succession of years, the interest on 
this currency, paid in advance, compounded as it always is at 
short periods, soon enables the stock notes to be withdrawn, 
without the application of any capital whatever, by the origi- 
nal stockholders. On the other hand, should a previous gene- 
ral inflation give rise to a demand for specie for exportation, 
inthe early stages of any new bank, or where the stockholders 
have applied the dividends to other purposes, it explodes, and 
the community generally lose the greater part of the circulation 
outat the time. (See Raguet on Currency and Banking, P. 
Sy cies on Money, p.409; Gouge on Banking, part Ist, 
p. 137, 


But in these tablesI am compelled to make the computation 
as to capital as if it was all real and paid in, (so far as returned 
paid in,) on account of the difficulty in discriminating the 
amount that is factitiousfrom what is notso. But Ido not con- 
sider any thing as capital, which is merely authorized and not 
returned ag paid in.] F 
Estimated average bank capital, yearly; from 1830 

to 1840 - o ` . ~ + $325,000;000 
_Estimated average discounts or loans, yearly, from 

1830 to 1840 i ` - - + 370,000,000 

The loans have, in some years, heen nearly double the 
amount of the nominal capital in the whole Union. Thus, in 
1838, they were 180 per cent. on it, and in ten States exceeded 
20) per cent. Inscarcely any State is it believed that they’are, 
by law, limited below that rate, and sometimes they are limited 
in their charters at only thrce times the amount of capital. 
(Gouge on Banking, part Ist, p. 51.) ` 

As the income or gross profits are derived, not only from 
loans of the capital, deposites, and circulation, over and above 
the specie on hand, but from exchanges, and a larger interest 
than six per cent. in all cases, by the mode of computing and 
paying it, (and, in several States, from 7 to 9 per cent. permitted 
by law,) it is supposed that the annual gross income must 
average twelve per cent. on the capital. This would be, as be- 


fore stated, in the last ten years, annually, = $28,200,000 
Or, for the whole period,” - ` - - 282,000,000 


Now, by the evidence contained in this report, 
there are two facts brought to light, which are as 
astounding and startling as they are enormous in 
their magnitude. In this the gross amount lost by 
the American people through your banking system, 
is ascertained, to -be, by the best estimation, 
$365,451,497. More than half the amount known 
to have teen paid for the expenses of the Govern- 
ment, since the foundation of the Republic. 


And, sir, within the last ten years, notwithstand- 
ing the “hue and ery” raised against the expendi- 
tures of the Government of the people, the people 
have quietly paid annually to these unproductive, 
destructive institutions, $28,000,000, without a mur- 
mur, at least from the friends of this system; a 
sum inamount cne-third more than they paid as 
the necessary expenses of the whole nation, as ad- 
ministered by the National Government, Yes, sir, 
“here are 28;000,000 of dollars annually paid to the 
banks of the country by the people; the productive 
classes chiefly, without amurmur, while they have 
arraigned, tried, and condemned their own Govern- 
ment for expending in its operations an amount by 
one-third Jess than they have paid in taxes annu- 
ally to those fleecing corporations. 

i Now can it be believed that the people have done 
| this knowingly? Can it pessibly be presumed, wi h 
such a knowledge, and such evidence before them, 
they can or will decree, by their suffrage, the contin- 
uation of such a system? Will they ever assent to 
pay io the support of such a system, an amount by 
one-thiid more than they pay for the support of the 
whole of the American army, navy, our civil and 
diplomatic telations? No, sir, no, sir; they may 
suffer a temporary delusion, by their too confid- 
ing dispositions in politicans, and their credulity in 
the hired, suborned, mercenary public presses of the 
country, that have tecome the mere agents—a part 
and parcel of this great machinery in the system 
| Ihave described, to keep up the delusion, while 


producers of my country, by extortion, yes, extor- 
tion, the unprecedented amount per gnnum of 


| $28,006,000. 
Sir, can this American people behold this 
spectacle, without deep indignation swelling 


in their patriotic bosoms, that must burst with 1e- 
venge on the heads of those hireling agents and 
their employers, who have so Jong combined to 
rob them of their substance by clandestinely 
wringing from them the hard-earned profits of their 
toil, to the enormous amount per annum of $28,- 
000,000? 

Mr. Chairman, can there be an occasion con- 
ceived by a freeman, tbat calls more loudly for 
revenge, revolution, or blood? Here is a sys- 


they wrest from the hands of the poor laborers and . 


‘ete 


a 
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tem unknown to your Constitution; nay, more, 

- rejected by your immortal framers of that sacred 
instrument, while in council assembled; now 
trampling upon the Government of their choice, 
and wringing from the earnings of this people a 
som of $28,000,000 per annum—more than your 
constitutional, legitimate Government dare do 
And yet, sir, we are taunting!y told, that the people, 
in the Presidential election of 1840, decided that 
these things should be s2; that this system should 
live in the resuscitation of a great National Bank, 
with powers and means more potent and alarming 
than any ever heretofore conceived or dreamed of by 
the American people. Do the advocates of this sys- 
tem flatter themselves, by ther acts of mystifica- 
tion, through their cordon cf disciplined public 
presses, that operate so systematically upon public 
opinion from one end of this great continent to the 
other, that it will continue to avail them in practis- 
ing their deception and extortion upon the great 
laboring, growing, aud productive interests of this 
country? And when they are suspected even of 
oppression or extortion, or producing even embar- 
rassment amongst the people, they are to whirl 
with the facility of 2 practised legerdemain, the 
whole of their misconduct, exactions, and oppres- 
sion, upon the shoulders of the Government, and 
thereby induce a deluded people to hold their Go- 
vernment alone responsible, while they make off 
with the “spoils” of twenty-eight millions of dol- 
lars per annum. Sir, are they not presuming too 
much, and drawing too largely upon the ignorance 
and want of intelligence amongst the great mass of 
the hardy freemen cf this country? Much sir, 
much. Wel! sir, well, as they bave. succeeded in 
such calculation, to the eternal diseredit of the na- 
tion, I am myself still unwilling, loth, and reluc 
tant, to believe it; I will not, cannot, while there is 
a vestige of liberty for the freedom of th-ught to be 
exercised in. 

But we are told that we are still to have rechar- 
tered a National Bank, and this whole system re- 
vived and invigorated under its auspices, and that 
the people have willed it. 

Has such a decision been submitted to the peo- 
ple? What szid the honorable member from Yir- 
ginia [Mr. MaLLory] a few days ago? Did he not 
state emphatically, that if a National Bank had 
been decided on by the people in the last Presiden 
tial election, he had been deceived, and that he 
had deceived others? What said the member from 
Georgia, [Mr. ALForp,] and another member from 
Virginia, (Mr. Garnasn?} Do they consider a 
National Bank to have been decided in favor of, in 
the last Presidential election? And whai said 
another member from Virginia in relation to that 
and other subjects, which are said to have been 
decided by the Presidential elec'ion? ‘There are 
members of the same party, and differ most widely 
from others of that party in their opinions relative 
to what was decided in that election. I have no- 
thing to do with the differences of gen‘lemen on 
that side of the House, and refer to them only as 
evidence that nothing of a decisive characier upon 
that subject was decided by the people in the recent 
election, There are other facis I could mention, 
of a similar character, to show the gratuitous and 
most fallacious opinion that has been expressed 
upon that subject here, and particularly in another 
“pranch of this body. 

Sir, let us take admonition from the lesson that is 
now before us? 
stitation that it is now in contemplation tore-charter? 
Does not every breeze that blows from the North 
bring with it some additional news of the disas- 
trous condition of that miscalled institution, the 
United States Bank? Is uct that institution now 
lying gasping for life, from diseases brought on it 
by its own follies and iniquities, and in its crash 
burying beneath its ruins the prosperity and fortures 
of thousands and thousands of the mest innocent 
persons? Do we not feel even here the shock which 
its fate has created? Does not every paper that we 
daily receive from Philadeiphia, bring news of some 
new disaster to the public that has resulted from the 
ill management of that most mischievous machine, 
whose credit is now down literally to nothing, and 
bringing down with it, as I have before said, that of 
the credit of thousands? Sir, I deeply feel for thecom- 


Whatis the situation of that in- || 


munity who have suffered so sorely from the death- 
like struggles of this expiring monster; but fear that 
itis beta part of retributive justice, for overweening 
confidence, and criminal credulity. Yes, sir, a 
credulity which is new becoming the disease cf 
the age, and the curse of the times—a eredu- 
lity, that has been rejected by the wisdom and ex- 
perience of every age. The losses by that institu- 
Uon to the public, no man yet can tell the extent 
of. Every city and village in the nation will, in 
some measure or other, be affected by them. Ay, 
sir, and in the cauntry too, will many feel most 
sensibly the effects of this most magnificent 
failure. : 

Were this an isolated case of the disastrous ef- 
fects of these pernicious institutions, f would rot 
press it here, in demonstration of the baneful and 
mischievous character of the whole system. But, 
sir, what mail arrives from 4he North, South, East, 
or West, that does not bring with it some news of 
some recent bank failure? I have this day heard 
of one‘in the West, Gallipolis, I think it was called; 
and, sir, they have become so frequent, that no 
man who reads or hears of them, retains it a mo- 
ment on his memory, unless he has some particular 
interest in the result. The whole system is conti- 
nually blowing up from the North to the South, at 
the Joss and sacrifice of millions to the people. 
Yet rotien and destructive—ruinous and disastrous 
as every additional dav’s experience proves this 
whole thesry to be, strong as it js, there has long 
been a party that has embraced the whole system 
asa part of their creed, and who are resolved to 
hazard all that is dear and valuable to the people 
of this country in its defence, with all its ruin- 
ous, destructive, and devastating consequences. 
And this, too, is attempted in the very face of the 
explosion and failure of three hundred and sixty- 
five of these mischievous incorporated institutions, 
since the year 1789. 

Here, sir, is the statement from the official re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury, to which I 
have before alluded—page 4 and 5. 


Number and capital of banks which have failed in the 
United States since 1789. 
1. From 1789 to 1811— 
Ascertained and estimated at 20 in number, and a capital 
averaging each $150,000. 
This would make the capital of all failing between 
1789 and 1811 - - - - - 


2. From J8l to 1830—- 

Aascertained and estimated at 195 in all, viz: 

io by Mr. Gallatin, in his Considerations on Banks, 
5. 

Capital of 129 known - - ~ : 

Capual of 36 not known, and estimated by me in 
nearly a like ratio, at $190,000 each a - 
[Capitals of both estimated by Mr. Gallatin at 

near thirty millions.—Considerations on Banks, 

page 50.] $ 

Compuied to have been unknown to Mr. Gallatin, 
30 banks with like capital - - ` 
{See Gouge ov Banking, page 224, part 2d, first 

edition; where itis stated that 23 more had been 

ascertained than were in Mr. Gallatin’s tist.] 


$24,247,309 
6,840,600 


Whole capital ef banks failing between 1811 and 
1830 í . 


‘ é - - $36,787,309 


3. From 1830 to 1841— 

The banks considered to be already broken, or failed entirely, 
since 1930, are supposed to have been about 150; of which, 
140 have been ascertained. Theaverage capital must be at 
Jeast $300,000 each. This would make the capital of the 150 
equalio - - - - $45.000.000 


Now, sir, with all these startling facts before the 
eyes of this injured and much abused people, will 
there be any party who will dare to step forward 
with ruthlesshardihood, and propose a revisitation 
and continuance of these evils upon the heads of 
this suffering people? Will they dare to rivet on 
this country ano‘her mammoth Bank of fifty or one 
hundred miilions of capital, with branches to be- 
stride this nation, and extort twenty-eight millions 
of dollars per annum from the laboring and pro- 
ductive classes of the country? Can the people, by 
the operation of any system of trained and disci- 
plined public presses upon public opinion, ever be 
brought to bear such a state of things? Sir, re- 
charter such a Bank under present circumstances, 
and what President will ever dare again to tbrow 
himself in the breach, and stay its onward course of 
extortion and oppression of this devoted people? 
Where will you find another Jackson, who will 
dare to grapple with such a hydra? 


{Mr. Morcan of New York said, in an under 
tone, “no where, be hoped.”] Panes 

No, sir, said Mr. B. you will not find: such 
another, for General Jackson was no “sham hero,” 
no “paper chieftain.” His fame will not be sang’ 
in mock heroics, nor be transmitted to. posterity by 
sham and ostentatious parades, to gull the witless 
mob. The plainest narratives of his services on the 
battle field are written on the hearts of his country- + 
men, and will be handed down to fatare: genera- 
tions as monuments, as durable as time. 

: Once more recharter this Bank, and you 
will give it a perpetuity which may well 
bid defiance to the whole power of your Govern- 
ment to remove! Once more enthrone it, with in- 
creased capital and privileges, and you enable it to 
laugh to scorn the calamities of this mighty people, 
and to inflict, with perfect impunity, whatever of 
embarrassment and distress may become necessary 
to promote its interest or to gratify its eupidity—a 
power, sir, which, before- your Government will 
ever dare to encounter, it will truckle and bow 
down its humbled and humiliated head. Under 
the reign of such an institution, with its variety of 
means and resources of operation vpon the wants 


and necessities of the people, and on public opinion 


itself, tell me not, sir, of liberty—its very name 
will be a mockery of the inestimable freedom of my 
couniry. Away with that boasted power of the 
people of electing their own President! You will 
have transferred it to more arrogant, ruthless, irre- 
sponsible hands; while you retain for them only the 
name—a mere shadow of a thing! 

Yes, abolish your mints! Conclude the tragedy 
—-or catastrophe, I had better say. Obliterate every 
vestige from the minds of*the people of a solid, 
permanent.currency, founded upon a specie basis! 
Repeal the Independent Treasury system, that se- 
parates Bank and State! Reunite them again, to 
operate on the people, and grind them into dust, as 
did the “union ef Church and State of old,” and 
you will have repealed your Constitution, and put 
an end to American liberty. : 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. | 
REMARKS OF MR. RIVES, | 


OF VIRGINIA, 
In Senare or rum Unrrep Srares. 

The question beingabout to be put om the va- 
rious propositions for the amendment of the pros- 
pective pre-emption bill—, { 

Mr. RIVES rose and said, before the sense of 
the Senate was taken on the various questions about 
io be submitted for its decision Nhe degired to saya 
word or two in explanation of the vptes he should 
give upon them. He bad no \dekign to enter 
into the debate, as he felt that wpnld be ost of 
place for one who had so recently taken his seat 
in ihis body, without having had the advantage of 
either hearing or reading thé able discussion which 
had occupied its attention for the last three or four 
weeks, on the subject of the publie lands. He 
wished merely to s'ate a few general notions which 
would govern the votes he intended (o give. 

The public lands (said Mr. Rives) are the com- 
mon property of the nation. They are so expressly 
declared to be, and solemuly consecrated to the 
common benefitof all the members of the Confe- 
deracy, in the deeds of cession of the respective 
States which originally held them, or have beén 
since acquired and paid for by the common irea- 
sure of the Union. He was, therefore, against 
ali schemes for alienating or dissipating this com- 
mon inheritance, either by the wholesale operation 
of acession to the new.States, as proposed by the 
Senator from South Carolina, Mr. Cannoun,)} or 
by the piecemeal process of prospective pre-emption 
rights, as contemplated by the bill of the Senator 
from Missouri, [Mr. Benron.] But while he was 
thus opposed to all partial or exclusive appropria- 
tions of this common fund to the special benefit of 
particular States or particular classes, he had al- 
ways been willing to see it administered in a spirit 
of liberality and paternal kindsess to the new 
States, in the spectacle of whose prosperity and 
magical growth no one felt a higher degree of pa- 
triotie pride, or a livelier fraternal sympathy, than 
he did. A kindly and fostering policy tuwards the 
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new Siates, and equal justice to the old, ought, in 
his. opinion, to go hand in hand in all our legisle- 
tion on this great national interest. . 

Hop OR th 


In regard to the proposition of the Senator from 
: Kentucky [Mr. Cairrennen] to recommit the bill 
of the Senator from Missouri, with instructions to 
_ teport a plan for distributing the proceeds of the 
public Jands among all the States, it is (said Mr. 
: Ri) a question which necessarily and inseparately 
; connects itself with the general revenue system of 
‘the nation, and ‘could not be safely or properly 
treated apart from that general system. The pub- 
“lie domain had always hitherto been a coliate- 
: Täl, and often a very productive, source of na- 
_ tional revenue, lightening to the extent of its aux- 
iliary. contributions, the burdens imposed upon 
the" general consumption and industry of the 
country. It is true that, since the extinguish- 
ment of the debt of the Revolution, and cf the 
debt created by the last war with England, there 
may not be. the same urgent necessity for its a'd in 
the ‘national’ finances; but its diversion to cther 
purposes, at the present moment at least, he thought 
neither prudent nor safe. The entire revenue of 
the ‘nation, embracing both the proceeds of the 
lands and of the customs, it is admitted, falls short 
at present of the actual wants and expenditures of 
the Government; and we have, moreover, a new 
debt of unascertained and indefinite amount hang- 
ing over us, the extent of which cannot yet be 
known. The revenue, too, we are informed by the 
‘Secretary of the Treasury, will be still further re- 
duced in the ensuing twelve or cighteen months, 
by seme five millions of dollars more taken from 
the customs under the progressive reductions of the 
compromise act of 1833. In this state of things, 
‘actual and prospective, to withdraw the proceeds 
‘of the publie lands from the National Treasury, 
-and ‘to-throw the Government for its support and 
expenses exclusively on the customs, would be, of 
‘necessity, to add very greatly to that branch of the 
ublic taxes, and to ran the risl, at least, of revive 
ing those angry contests about the tarif which so 
recently distracted the country with intestine divi- 
sions, and which threatened, indeed, at one tune, 
the peace and even the existence of the Union. 


I know (said Mr. Rives) it is preposed to obvi- 
ate this danger by laying ihe additional duties that 
‘would become necessary to supply the ¥esulting de- 
ficiency in the revenue, on articles of luxury. He 
was himself in favor of subjecting all articles of 
luxury from abroad to reasonable duties. They 
were proper and legitimate subjects of taxation, 
and ought, in his opinion, never to have been ex- 
swpted to the extent they have been. Bat it must 
be borne in mind that there is a limit even to this 
rescuree, both in the nature of things and in the 
policy and wisdom of legislation. Tnese articles 
of luxury enter largely into the commercial ex- 
Changes between foreign countries and our own, 
and constitute with some of them, indeed, their 
principal means of payment for the productions of 
our soil and industry. To burden them, then, 
with duties beyond’a certain point, would be to de- 
range the natural relations of commerce, and to di- 
minish; to a greater or lesser extent, the effectual 
demand for, and consumption of, our products in 
foreign markets. It must be remembered, too, that 
an increase of revenue is not always the conse- 
quence of an Augmentation of duly. It wasa sey- 
ing of Dean Swift, he believed, that, in the arith- 
metic of the customs, two and two do not always 
make four, but oftiimes onse, You may double the 
duty upon’ a given commodity, and, instead of 
doubling the revenue from it, you may reduce it 
oné-half or more by discouraging the consumption, 


, He held it, therefore, impossible, with any daia 
we bave now before us, for any one to Say a priori 
-with a satisfactory approximation to certainty, 
whether the contemplated duties on foreign Juxuries 
would produce money enough both to Ail the place 
of: the Jang sales in the public fisc, ans to supply 
the :deficicricy arising from the progressive reduc- 
tion of duties under.the compromise act. Without 
going into any details at present, be would merely 
say that tohim it seemed quite doubtful. Suppose, 
then, in the event. they should prove inadequate to 
perform this double office, what would be the con- 


sequence? 


Publie Lands—Mr. W. C. Johnson. 


You must either resort to what are 
commonly called the protected articles to raise the 
duties upcn them beyond the 20 per cent. siipulated 


‘by the compromise act, and thereby renew the bitter 


strife which we have fain hoped was finally laid to 
rest by the conciliatory adjustment of 1833, or 
otherwise you must create a new public debt by 
resorting to a loan in some or 6ther—either of them 
conequences which, he wassure, would he sincerely 
deprecated by gentlemen who, with other views, 
are inclined to give their present support to the 
policy of distribution, : 


It seems to me, therefore, said Mr. R. that, re- 
garding it for the present as a fiscal question only, 
the proposition for a distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands is necessarily posterior to, and de- 
pendent upon, the permanent adjustment of the 
tariff, which musttake place during the nextsession 
of Congress. The provisional arrangements made 
by the compromise act will run out by the Ist of 
July, 1842, and the large and admitted deficiency 
in the revenue that will then arise must impose 
upon Congress, at their next session, the inevitable 
duty of revising and permanently adjusting the en- 
tire revenue system of the nation, with a view to 
that “economical administration of the Govern- 
ment” which is recozuised and consecrated as a 
principle in the very text of the compromise act, 
and which he hoped and believed would be faith. 
fully carried out by the new Administration. The 
subject was one of the highest delicacy and impor- 
tance in all its parts and bearings, and he had no 
doubt it would be met in a manner worthy of the 
character of American Jegislators—in the catholic 
spirit of American patriotism, and not in the nar- 
row spirit of sectional jealousy on the one hand, or 
local cupidity on the other—and he felt a high de- 
gree of satisfaction in the belief that its harmonious 
adjustment was destined to become a new bond of 
union between the various portions of cur wide- 
spread Confederacy. 


He was not disposed at this time to disturb the 
foundations of that system which had heen esta- 
blished by the wisdom of our most experienced and 
renownad statesmen for the disposition of the pub- 


lic lands, and which had been so often the theme of 


eulogy here andelsewhere. ¥t had become fashion- 
able of jate, in some quarters, to decry this system, 
but, for his part, he had not seen the bitter fruits 
ascribed to it. Under it, the new States had al- 
ready grown up to an extent of wealth and empire 
which, for the rapidity of its progress, was unpa- 
ralle'ed in the history of the world, and hitherto 
harmony and contentment had been reserved by it 
among all the members of the Confederacy. He 
would not say that changes might not become ne- 
cessary in this system. But this he wonld take the 
liberty to say, in a spirit of the most perfect kind- 
ness and respect to his friends who represent the 
new States on this floor—that if that measure 
which they seemed, most of all others, to depre- 
cate, (distribution,) shouid ever hereafter become 
the law of the land, it will have been owing to too 
eager efforts to appropriate to special and exclusive 
uses a common fund, which the older States, to se- 
cure their equal participation in, under the sanc- 
tion of the most solemn compacts, might be driven 
to unite in placing in a situation where it would 
become the common interest to Preserve and pro- 
tect it for the equal advantage of all. 


In conclusion, he would merely add, as the re- 
sult of the views he had expressed, that he should 
vete against the proposition of the Senator of Iili- 
nois [Mr, Young] to recommit the bill with instrue- 
ons to report the pian of the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. CALHOUN] for a cession of the pub- 
le lands to the new States; if that should be nega- 
tived, he would then vote against the preposition of 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. CRIETENDEN] to 
recommit with instructions to report a plan for dis- 
tribution; and in the event of that being also de- 
feated, be would then have the temerity to vote 
against the “log cabin” bill, so called, of the Sena- 
tor from Missouri, [Mr. Benton,] certainly in no 
spirit of unfriendliness to the real fenants of those 
homely dwellings, but from a sense of duty to the 
cause of justice and equal rights, which they are 
ever the foremost to defend: 


H. of Reps, 
REMARKS OF MR. JOHNSON, 


OF MARYLAND, | 
In the House of Representatives, December 24, 1840— 
In relation to the publié lands. 

The memorial presented “by Mr. Reynos 
frotithe Legislature of the Slate of Illinois, pray- 
ing a redeeuon in the price of the public lands, 
coming up för consideration, and Mr. REYNOLDS 
and Mr. PickeNahavitig addressed the House on 
the subject— oY 

Mr, WILLIAM COST JOHNSON called for 
the reading of the memorial, and the instructions 
proposed to be attached to its reference to a com- 
mittee. ‘ 

The instructions were “to report a bill to grant 
prospective pre-emption to actual settlers, and to re- 
duce the price to settlers, according to the value of 
the land.” 

Mr. Jounson moved to amend the instruc- 
tions of Mr. Reynonps, by striking outall after the 
word instruct, and to insert, “to report a bill to 
have the proceeds of the sales of the public domain 
divided among the States in an equitable ratio, to 
be used by the States for internal improvements, 
education, or any other purpose, as may be deemed 
wise by the several States receiving said distri- 
bution,” 

Mr. Jonnson then proceeded to address the 
House at considerable length on the subject of the 
proposed instructions, and in reply to the course of 
remarks of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Rey- 
NOLDS,] and to some of the observations of’ the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Pickens. ] 

He hardly knew, he said, whether to express 
pleasure or regret that the proposition had been 
brought forward by the gentleman from Mlinois, or 
that suggestions had been thrown out in relation to 
it by the gentleman from. South Carolina, [Mr. 
Pickens.] He(Mr.J.) hardly knew whether to 
express pleasure that the subject of the public do- 
main had been introduced at this session, or regret 
that it had not been deferred until the meeting of 
the next Congress. If the next Congress shall be 
composed of materials such as have been already 
intimated on this floor, the question of time is one 
of grave importance. It was, however, one cf 
those questions on which his own opinion had been 
matured, and upon which he was as ready to act 
now as he should be at any time. He believed it 
to be a question which required profound delibera- 
tion and cautious and wise legislation. 
though the debate had sprung suddenly upon the 
House, he would endeavor to make audible his 
opinions, and the reasons of his opposition to much 
which had been said. He had listened to the la- 
mentations of gentlemen from the far West; he 
had heard them implore this House to be kind and 
genercus towards them; he had heard them make 
appeals as if they were in the most dejected and 
impoverished condition. If the Siate of Illinois kad 
suffered, as the gentleman who had addressed them 
this morning would have the House believe, by the 
oppressive legislation of Congress, let him tell the 
House how it was that that State had increased in 
population in a ratio beyond that of any other 
State of this Confederacy; why it was that an over- 
whelming tide of population had flocked there; and 
why it was that she was growing up like a mighty 
empire in the West. When gentlemen approach- 
ed the House inthis way, they ceased to be ether 
generous or justto themselves, their people, or 
this House. . 

Rir. J. then referred to the history of the Western 
Sates, aad proceeded to demcnstrate the fallacy of 
certain positions assumed by the gentleman from 
Ilincis. He asked if it was oppressive on the 
Western States that the lands entered by settlers 
are exempted from taxation for five years after said 
entry, why it was that the gentleman had not made 
an effort to have that condition removed by Con- 
gress? He (Mr. J.) would vote for such a bill. 
Bat the fact was, the exemption from taxation of 
the lands of the settlers was really a bonus to in- 
duce purchases, and in a great degree to tempt 
emigration from the old to the new States. And 
this measure of munificence on the part of the Ge- 
neral Government to protect the settler from ‘land 
taxes by the State until he should be allowed time 
to settle the land and improve it, is eailed a gross 
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outrage upon the sovereign authority of the States. 
The gentleman has failed to inform the House how 
many millions of acres of public lands the General 
Government has granted to the new States for the 
purpose of education. One thirty-sixth portion of 
the lands within their limits has been granted for 
‘this purpose aloné, to the total exclusion of the old 
States; and this done, too, by Congress when the 
vote of the new States was very inconsiderable. 
But now we are told thatthe new States have 
found out their strength, that they will first ad- 
vocate pre-empltions and graduation of prices, and, 
finally, a total surrender of the whole to their cu- 
idity. : 

P Mr, Jounson said that he was unwilling to treat 
so grave a question with the slightest levity, but he 
could not better illustrate the justice and force of 
the gentleman’s remarks, than by stating that it 
called to his memory the incident of a last will and 
testament of a genileman who resided in one of the 
counties of Virginia, as he was informed by a dis- 
tinguished citizen. This gentleman had fourteen 
sons, towards all of whom he cherished the kindest 
regard and tenderest affection; and, as often hap- 
pens with an ancient parent, the youngest child be- 
came the greatest favorite. The confiding parent 
got his youngest son to write his will for him, in 
which he gave his homestead and stock—in short, 
al) his real and personal estate, to this most honest, 
youngest son, and the rest of the estate to be divided 
equally among his brothers. [Much laughter.] 
And so are the thirteen old States to fare, if the 
gentleman speaks the sentiments of the new States. 
After they have received grants of many millions 
of acres—after they have grown up vigorously 
amidst the liberal policy of the General Govern- 
ment, they come here and taunt the House with 
their power and s:rength; telling us that justice no 
longer had a habitation in their bosoms, but that 
they came here armed with power, and would teach 
the old States not only that they will receive with- 
out acknowledgment past kindnesses, but that, by 
force of numbers, they will rescue the just heritage 
of the old States from them. Language of this 
kind might do to flatter the vicious taste of some 
few men; but he believed that it did not speak the 
sentiments of the people of the West. He believed 
that they would scorn the man who would wish to 
rob his neighbor for his own immediate benefit. He 
believed that gentlemen who uttered this language 
were not speaking the sentiments of a magnanimous 
and high-minded constituency. 

The gentleman urges upon the House the neces- 
sity fora reduction of the prices of the public 
lands, because some land has been surveyed for 
ten, and some fifteen years, that is not yet entered 
at the land offices. Mr. J. would ask if that was 
not owing to a want of population and capital ra- 
ther than a want of value in the lands. Can it be 
expected that the whole publie domain is to be peo- 
pled with inhabitants, from the Wabash to the 
Rocky Mountains, in a few brief years? The old 
States are now annually drained of their wealth 
and their population to fill up the West. And 
where, upon the face of the globe, is labor so well 
rewarded as in the new States, or where is wealth 
so rapidly accumulating? 

If the gentleman wiil examine the reports made 
to this House, he will find that the lands estimated 
as worth but a quarier and the eighth of a dollar a 
few years ago are now entered with great avidity 
for a dollar and twenty-five cents. The simple 
facts connec'ed with the settlement of the public 
lands overthrow all the gentleman’s assumptions 
and reasoning. ' 

And he woald appeal to the members from Mis- 
sissippi, even Tennessee, and especially Alabama, 
for the truth of what he would assert, that, in those 
States, at the present reduced Government price, if 
it was nota mode of continual practice for plan- 
ters to enter jands at one dollar and twenty-five 
cents an acre, and place them in cultivation a few 
years, without renewing the soil by the mineral or 
vegetable manures, discard them and enter fresh 
lands, and continue this process until the-destruc- 
tion of the soil followed their advance, and a drea- 
ry waste was left by this migratory cultivation. 
The gentleman’s proposition would be to encou- 
Tage this process of desolating the lands, rather than 
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invite entries for permanent abode and cultivation; 
and it would encourage false entries and perjuries, 


and feed the insatiate appetite of the thousands of 
land speculators. 


Mr. J. then alluded to some remarks which fell 
from Mr. Pickens, and said that he could not agree 
that the Western States were in the condition of 
colonies, nor could he advocate the views of that 
gentleman, as he understood them, to surrender 
the public domain at once to the States, upon the 
condition of their returning a portion of the pro- 
ceeds of sales to the National Treasury. He would 
acquit the gentleman from South Carolina of any 
improper motive in his course, but he believed that 
there were those in the nation who were playing 
high political games upon the capital of the nation 
—who were offering, as in times of old, Jargesses 
of the public property to effect selfish ends. And 
the effort at the other end of the Capitol to surren- 
der the public domain to the States would fail of 
its purpose; the prominent gentleman who may 
have expected to gain the favor of the pre-emption 
settlers and squatters, would find that they would 
most warmly oppose his plan, because they would 
find it more difficult to take advantage of the States 
than of the General Government. Their selfish 
purposes could be better attained by the present 
than by that plan; and, in the end, if that plan 
should be effected, the General Government would 
quickly lose the proceeds of sale, after it had dis- 
posed of its own right to sell. The suspension of 
a State would be more embarrassing to the Gene- 
ral Government than the suspension of payments 
by a bank, and an execution would be an awk- 
wark process to coerce payment in the event of de- 
linquency. 

He (Mr. J.) did not look to the increased repre- 
sentation of the new States on this floor with the 
same distrust as many other members. He thought 
that Ohio and Indiana were old States, as far as 
their interests were involved. Their distributive 
share of the public lands was an interest para- 
mount to any other; and so had Ohio spoken by its 
legislative resolves; and such he believed to be the 
real interest of all the new States as well as the 
old. He believed that the calm and practical judg- 
ment of the citizens of the new Siates would so 
decide. Not only those who have entered lands at 
Government price, whom the Government would 
now injure by reducing the price, but all save land 
jobbers and Jand speculators, and political specula- 
tors of small intrinsic capital, wih byt few excep- 
tions. 


The gentleman who first addressed the House 
{Mr. Reynos] said that the Western States are 
embarrassed in their finances. He (Mr. J.) would 
grant it, and that fact would be an argument 
against the plan of almost wholly abandoning the 
public domain to rapacious speculators. The old 
States are also embarrasssd; and hence the interests 
of the old and the new are identical. Their mu- 
tual interest is to have their own property divided 
fairly among the whole, so that they can_relieve 
themselves from their embarrassments. His own 
State, (Maryland,) Pennsylvania, and o her States, 
required their just share cf the fund arising from 
the sales of the public lands. Maryland had com- 
menced a vast system of internal improvement, 
and one too extensive perhaps for her present 
limited means; but, with her share of the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, she could proie- 
cute it, and be relieved frem direct taxation, other- 
wise there would be great embarrassment, Penn- 
sylvaniahas had recourse to direct taxation, and 
she has claimed, by resciutions of her State, as 
Maryland and other States have done, her just pro- 
portion of this fund, set apart by the acts of ces- 
sion of the various States surrendering the publ.c 
domain to the Genera! Government as a trustee, to 
divide the trust fund faithfully and fairly among 
all the Slates. 

Mr. J. then, turning and addressing himself to 
Mr. Pickens, said that, if be had a just conception 
of the policy and interest of South Carolina, that 
State was anxious to extend her avenues of trade 
to the valley of the Mississippi, tbat the rich com- 
modities of its production should be emptied into 
the lap of Charlesion, and that her distributive 


share would come yery opportunely to her financial 
relief. ; 

{Mr. Pickens here rose and said that South Ca- 
rolina had adopted direct taxation to meet her State 
exigencies, and that the people very . cheerfully 
paid it.] ` 

Mr. Jounson resumed, and said that he did not 
doubt that the people paid the exaction with. great 
cheerfulness, nor did he know that it was a high 
point of honor for a State or individual to pay wil- 
lingly just debts. He only would say that the peo- 
ple of South Carolina were a most strange: people, 
if they preferred paying direct taxation to- be 
wholly relieved from it, and that they would pur- 
sue a course different from any other people if they 
would rather eschew their portion of. the public 
land in order to have their own property oppressed 
with a system of taxation of which his (Mr.. J's) 
instructions would greatly relieve them. i 

He (Mr. J.) would. say, whilst alluding to the 
opinions of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Pickens,] that there was one opinion which 
he advanced whilst he was on the floor that he 
would most cordially agree with—that this ques- 
tion of the public lands was not a revenue ques- 
tion. He (Mr. J.) thought that it should. not be so 
regarded. ; 

When ths Constitution was formed, the question 
of the publ.c lands was a question of fruitful dis- 
cussion. Maryland had for three years, daring 
the darkest period of the Revolutionary war, re- 
fused to sign the Articles of Confederation unless 
the States would make cession of the waste territo- 
ry within their territorial limits. And when the 
Constitution was formed, the States surrendered 
all power over revenues derived from customs to 
the General Government, among other reasons, be- 
cause by the acts of cession of the States the public 
domain was to be divided among the States in pro- 
portion to taxation and representation; and it never 
was expected that the General Government was to 
live upon the bounty of the States’ property, like a 
Revolutionary cripple or a superannuated mendi- 
cant, ` 

Mr. Jcounson then said that the remarks of the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Picxens] 
who advocated the postponement of this question 
and the tariff until the next Congress, only con: 
firmed the convictions which he had formed when 
he first read the President’s message, that no mea- 
sure of finance or relief to the people would be 
urged by the present dominant party in this Hotse 
during this session. That the people would have 
to look to the next Congress for hope and for use- 
ful measures. Standing, as the gentleman did, in 
the high confidence of the President, he (Mr. J.) 
could but regard that he spoke advisedly when he 
urged a postponement of all those grave questions. 

{Here Mr. Pickens again rose and said that 
he did not wish to be understood as saying that 
the President or his. friends would recommend no 
measure of finance to this Congress, for he had 
no such authority, and cnly spoke for himself] 

Mr. Jounson resumed. The disclaimer of the 
gentleman was inconclusive with him (Mr. J.) as 
an affirmation of what he had intimated; for he 
(Mr. J.) felt assured that if there was any purpose | 
on the part of the Executive or his friends to bring 
forward any measure of relief, that gentleman 
[Mr. P.] above all others would have been cogni- 
zant of the fact, and that he [Mr. P.] was too skil- 
ful a parliamentarian to throw. bimself at full 
length in the Executive path if there was any such 
purpose in contemplation. . 

It was now clear to his (Mr. J’s) mind that all 
the very important questions to the country were 
to be delayed, and that the responsibility of de- 
ciding upon them. was.to be thrown upon the next 
Administration. Such a course reflected as deeply 
upon this Administration as it was really compli- 
mentary, though not so intended, to that which 
would quickly succeed. 

He, (Mr J.) like Mr. Van Buren, would, on the 
4th of March next, be placed, by the Constitution, 
on the dignified level of a private citizen. But, 
whilst on tbis floor, he was ready to act upon. all 
questions which might arise; and none would he 
more cheerfully speak and vote upon than the:ta- 
tif, But he would not contend with abstract theo, 
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ries; nor would he-show his heroism, however well 
‘armed, by aiming blows at advancing shadows. 

-When the: question should arise ina tangible shape, 
“when a bill on the subject shall be reported, it will 
be ‘quite time enough for a discussion. He had no 
doubt in his mind, however, that when that subject 
should be properly brought up for consideration, it 
would be found less fearful than many gentlemen 
imagined; he doubted not that it could be settled to 
meet the wants of the Treasury, and in a manner 
sO that the North and South could. cordially 
shake bands, even in this Hall of fruitful conten- 
tion, ; 

The policy, which is adopted by the Executive 
party, of doing nothing of usefulness to the coug- 
uy, mace it only more incumbent on such mem- 
bers as himself, who stood in the minority, to pro- 
pos e at least some plan of relief for the States and 
the people of the States; and hence he had intro- 
duced his substitute, which he believed the calm 
judgment of the unprejudiced would approve. 

Mr. J. then addressed himself to Mr. REYNOLDS, 
and said that the gentleman from Illinois had 
made one earnest or seemingly earnest appeal to 
the members of the Whig party to support his 
(Mr. Rs) proposition, if they were really the 
friends, as they pretended to be, of the tenant of 
the log cabin. He (Mr. J.) would inform the gen- 
tleman that it was because he was the friend of the 
tenant of the log cabin that he had opposed his 
‘GMr. R’s) proposition and introduced his own; it 
“was because he was really anxious to improve the 
condition of all classes, and especially the most 
‘needy, that he was for dividing their own property 
among themselves; it was because he was sincerely 
the friend of the indigent that he was for rescuing 
their own estate from the grasp of the land jobber 
and the land speculator, where that gentleman’s 
measure would place it, and was for dividing it for 
the benefit of all. The tenant of the log cabin in 
‘Maryland had the same interest with the citizen of 
Tilinois. The blood and treasure of the old States 
‘had won the public domain, and the deeds of ces- 
sion had consecrated it as a trust-fund for the 
benefit of all to the latest posterity, 
| Dots the gentleman desire that every citizen of 
the old States must abandon the land of his fathers 
and of his birth, and take up his residence in the 
new States, or be excluded from his own patri- 
mony? Can he, as a statesman or a philanthropist, 
desire to see the old States depopulated? Does not 
the present broad and strong tide of emigration 
satis'y bis ambition and sufficiently gratify his 
hopes and his pride? 

He would not boast of his Democracy, because 
the professions of public men were generally heart- 
less, But be trusted he was still not the less a 
Democrat if he beasted but little about it. His 
Democracy he would have to consist of this: As a 
Citizen, 10 respect the will of a majority constitu- 
tionally expressed; as a legislator, to advocate and 
adopt sich measures as would dispense the greatest 
amount of: benefits to the greatest number of the 
people. And te humbly conceived that his pro- 
position would diffuse the splendid inheritance of 
the-people ef the nation among all the States, so as 

, to oped avenues of commerce, and give a stimulus 
to agriculture and the mechanical pursuits. The 
proposition™of “the gentleman [Mr. Ruynoips} 
would close the-door of the log cabin to the school- 
master: his (Mr.*3?.) would throw it Open to the 
light of instruction.” It would furnish the States 
with a fund which would rear up a temple of edu- 
cation in every region of the nation, and ditfuse 
moral and religious knowledge to all the rising ge- 
nerations. And who that has looked abroad is not 
impressed with the necessity? > 

A morning’s paper had informed ‘him that Ken- 
lucky, as noble as that patriotic State is, was rear- 
ing up more than half of her children without pro- 
per education; and in Virginia and other States 
the condition of the rising generation was as de. 
plorable. The very foundation of cur Govern. 
ment is based upon public opinion. Public opinion 
was almost as strong as the Constitution itself, 
And this public opinion shculd be enlightened, to 
be patriotic. Publie liberty is unsafe «hen elzc- 
tors are (oo ignorant to understand the true interest 
pf the nation; and be who is most ardent in the 
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hope of having the wise genius of our Republican 
institutions transmitted; must advocate measures 
which diffuse universal education in every region 
of the nation. Congress discharged but half of its 
duty when it granted large amounts to all the new 
States and Territories for free schools and acade- 
mies; it should have set aparta like amount to all 
of the States. Let the neglect of the past Con- 
gress be amended by this; or let his instructions.go 
to the committee, that they may report at least a 
bill upon the letter and spirit of the acts of ces- 
sion. Ë 
SPEECH OF MR. COLES, 
OF VIRGINIA, f 
In the House of Representatives, February 2. 1841— 
In Committee of the Whole, onthe Treasury 


note bill. fod 

Mr. COLES addressed the committee as fol- 
lows: ne i 
Mr. Cuairman: It has not béey’ my practice to 
engage in the general and protragtcd debates which 
have so frequently occupied thestime of this House, 
and exhausted the patience of jfs members. I have, 
upon such cecasions, given ‘place to others more 
anxious to speak, and contented myself with a si- 
lent vote. 

We are now on the eve of unknown changes: it 
is declared from high sources, that an eveniful re- 
volution in the policy of the Government is at 
hand. Vital questions have been introduced 
into this debate, which have not been decid- 
ed by the people, and which deeply involve 
their individual and political condition. The 
present discussion may not enlighten the coun- 
try, but it cannot fail to excite universal in- 
terest, and that degree of solemn reflection 
which willenable the public mind wisely to in- 
struct those who are to come after us. In this re- 
spect, it is one of the most important debates that, 
at any time, has taken place in this country. If 
further apology was necessary for departing from 
my usual custom in now trespassing upon the at- 
tention of the committee, it may be found in the 
fact that an important interest of my constituents 
has been brought under review, and my course, in 
regard to it, particularly alluded to. The tobacco 
trade has been introduced in connection with reta- 
liatory duties—the effect of which may be to enlist 
that interest into the dangerous combination with 
manufactures, for the establishment of a system of 
unlimited taxation. Under such circumstances, it 
is my duty to remain silent no longer, ' 

I shall vote for the bili on your table—not as a 
party measure—notto favor the coming or the de- 
parting Administration—but to provide means for 
the Executive faithfuliy to execute the laws. If, 
sir, the new President, and the party who have 
elected him, shall truly aim to accomplish what 
was promised for them in my portion of the Union, 
they shail have, with little exception, my hearty 
co-operation in whatever station I may te placed. 
If they shall reform real abuses, reduce expen- 
ditures, oppose distributions out of the common 
fund, oppose taxation of the whole to enrich 
favored portions of the community, oppose a 
Bank, and if they shall honestly 
aim to administer their trusts for the common 
good, and iu strict conformity to the Republican 
maxims of Jefferson; then, sir, it will cost me no 
change of my previous course to lnd my cordial 
support. All these promises were mad. I knew 
better than to believe they would be fulfilled, and 
voted against the successful candidate. From an 
intercourse with members of both political parties, 
from their votes, and frem their open declarations 


at this, as well as at former sessions of Congress, I j 


have just as little hope now as I had then that any 
such results will take place. No, sir; it is evident 
here, and will shortly become palpable to the whole 
country, that the reigning policy of the new Admis 
nistraiion must tend in a contrary direction. My 
position, should I gain be honored with a seat on 
this floor, must necessari!y be in the opposition, It 
will, though, Mr. Chairman, be a frauk, decided, 
and determined opposition to measures which I 
honestly believe will be disastrous to important in- 
terests, and dangerous to the safety of free institu- 
tions, on which all that Í hold dear mainly de- 
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pends. Nevertheless, I shall not lend my repre- 
sentative character (after the example of others) to 
injare the interests and honor of my country, and 
to create confusion and distress, in order to render 
a party obnoxicus to the people, who have, as. I 
think, been unfortunately entrusted. with the ma- 
nagement of their public concerns. I have had no 
personal favors to ask of the President, and have as 
little care for the smiles or the frowns of his sue- 
cessor. It has been my object to perform my duty 
to the Constitution and to the people; and it shall 
be my endeavor to require the performance of the 
same duty by the Executive incumbent, whoever 
he may be. 

Tke bill under discussion proposes to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury to issue five mil- 
lions of Treasury notes. Does the condition of 
the Treasury require additional means, and if so, 
is this the best mode of supplying them? are ques- 
tions to be considered. 

It is not remarkable that there should be diffi- 
culty in clearly understanding Treasury reports. 
Itis no new thing, and has occurred from the days 
of General Hamilton to the present time. The 
business of the Treasury embiaces such a variety 
of subjects, and such a multitude of details, that 
it is impossible so to condense it as to make a ba- 
lance sheet that can be fully comprehended at a 
glance. The Secretary of the Treasury, in his 
annual report, submitted’ in December last, says, 
that, according to the estimates made by the dif- 
ferent Departments, of what would be required to 
be paid in the last quarter of the year 1840, there 
would be a balance of unexpended appropriations 
on the first day of January, 1841, of $10,549,905. 
In that event, there would have been little or no 
balance in the Treasury on the last named day. 
But the Secretary (having two months more to 
judge from) was ofa different opinion, and estima- 
ted the payments of the last quarter of 1840 at about 
five and a half millions, which would leave a ba- 
lance on hand on the first of the year of about one 
anda half millions, and a balance of unexpend- 
ed appropriations of over thirteen millions. The 
Secretary appears to have been nearer right, since 
not so much as his estimate was called for, and, in 
consequence, the cash left on hand, as well as the 
amount of unexpended appropriations, were some- 
thing greater than were even at the time of his re- 
port calculated on, Precise accuracy cannot be 
arrived at in these amounts until the accounts can 
be received from the remote points of this extended 
Confederacy. Nor isit important, for all expe- 
rience justifies the expectation that the amount of 
appropriations remaining unexpended at the end 
of one year will about equal and offset that of the 
preceding. We may therefore fairly calculate 
that the amount remaining unexpended on the Ist 
day of January, 1842, will nearly or quite equal 
the amount existing on the Ist day of January, 
1841, leaving the means of the year free to meet 
the amount cf permanent and new appropriations. 

Unexpended balances of preceding appropria- 
tions necessarily exist at the end of every year. 
They always have existed, and always must exist, 
without any regard to the amount of money in the 
Treasury; being sometimes greatest when the sur- 
plus amcunt in the Treasury is largest. Appre- 
priations are made by one session of Congress, not 
for the service of the year alone, but to continue 
the operations of the Government until the close 
of the next session. If this were not the case, and 
there were at the end of the year no unexpended 
balances of appropriation, a very large portion 
of the public service would have to stop until 
Congress could pass the usual appropriation 
bills, which is frequently aot done until June or 
July, No matter how much money might be 
in the Treasury, not a dollar could be drawn out 
without an appropriation made by law. What, 
then, would be the condition of the army and navy, 
together with all of ycur public works, without 
funds from the end of one year to the middle of. 
July in the next? This balance of unexpended 
appropriations is denominated a debt, which in 
fact arises out of the customary and necessary Ac- 
tion of the Government. An appropriation is’ the 
authority to pay out any money that may be’ in 
the Treasury, for specified objects. The amouht 
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of unexpended appropriations at the end of h 
year is ascertained without difficulty, by deducting 
the amount of payments from the whole amount of 
appropriations authorized bylaw. The Secretary’s 
report is made up before the end of the year, and 
he is obliged, of course, to estimate the payments 
for the last quarter. He states with certainty the 
actual payments made in the three first quarters of 
1840, at ~ - - ~ $21,188,128 41 
And estimates those expected in the 

last quarter (including $425,000 

for the redemption of ‘reasury 

notes, and $30,527 71 cents, 

for balances of funded debt) at 5,455,527 71 
This calculation would make the 

payments of 1840 ~ -826,643,656 12 
Leaving in the Treasury on the 1st 

day of January, 1841 - -~ 1,580,855 00 

By examining the accounts that have been ren- 
dered in the different reports, and the laws of the 
last year granting appropriations, gentlemen might 
(with half the labor they seem to have devoted to 
this subject) have tested the accuracy of these es- 
timates. The large documents giving an account 
of the total receipts and expenditures, which are 
annually submitted to Congress, exhibit the re- 
ceipts, the payments, the cash on hand, the appro- 
priations, and the amounts of unexpended appro- 
priations at the end of each year, up to the year 
1840. The details in the last quarter of that year 
cannot all be precisely stated, owing to the imprae- 
ticability of getting in all the accounts so soor after 
the close of the year, but they can be estimated 
with sufficient accuracy for all practical purposes. 
By deducting the payments from the receipts, you 
have the balance that ought to be in“the Treasury; 
and by deducting the payments from the amount 
of appropriations, you have the balance of unex- 
pended appropriations, 

If the Secretary was wrong in estimating the pay- 
ments of the last quarter of the year 1840, it will 
notalter the final result. Say that less than five 
and a half millions were paid in that quarter; then 
there will be a larger balance of unexpended ap- 
propriations outstanding on the Ist of January, 
1841, and a corresponding larger balance of cash 
on hand at the same period to meet it; which I 
understand are, to some degree, the facts. In the 
opposite state of the case, if more than five and a 
haif millions had been paid, then there would have 
been less cash on hand, and a less amount of unex- 
pended appropriations to discharge. 

The President, in pursuance of authority vested 
in him by law, suspended the appropriations on cer- 
tain public works. But the superintendents of 
those works, it is said, yielding to the imiportunities 
of the workmen, consented for them to go on, ina 
limited way, upon important parts of the works, on 
condition that they were to be paid ata time when 
the state of the Treasury would admit of it. Ial- 
lude to this transaction now, only to show that it 
does not vary the general result, and cannot be an 
additional obligation; it constitutes a part of, and is 
included in, the balance of unexpended appropria- 
tions. It is represented by the Departments not to 
exceed $200,000; and, whether small or large, can- 
not be set down as an additional charge. 

At this session the cry is changed; from the 
same quarter that we have heard, during the pen- 
dency of the election, charges’ of profligate expen- 
diture; we now hear charges of parsimony, nig- 
gardly economy, and suspended payments, in erder 
to throw on the next Administration heavy debts. 
How is this met by facts? The amount of unex- 
pended appropriations isles on the first of this 
year, than it was at the commencement of this 
Administration, or at the beginning of any other 
year. 

It was on the Ist day of January, 

1837 - - - ~ $16,946,670 53 
On the Ist day of January, 1838 - 19,144,747 58 
On the Ist day of January, 1839 - 17,839,935 32 
On the Ist day of January, 1840 - 15,361,272 91 
And is estimated to have been on . 

the Ist day of January, 1841 - 14,000,000 00 

These balances of unexpended appropriations 
are never all expended; appropriations to pay un- 
settled accounts, frequently exceed the amount 
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found due on settlement; and appropriations to 
construct a public work or pay any other estimated 
demand, sometimes exceed what is actually re- 
quired. Iffrom these or any other causes any ap- 
propriation remains unexpended for two years, by 
a standing law it ceases to be an appropriation, 
and is returned (as it is denominated) to the sur- 
plus fund. In this way a variety of balances, 
amounting to from one hundred thousand to a mil- 
lion of dollars, have annually ceased to be autho- 
rized to be expended. 

Gentlemen should be cautious in setting down 
unexpended appropriations as unwarrantable debts 
against a succeeding Administration. If the votes 
of a large majority of their friends, if the declara- 
tions on this floor, in the Senate, and elsewhere, of 
the most conspicuous members of their party, are 
to be taken as indications of the measures of the 
new Administration, the expenditures will be 
largely increased; and General Harrison will be 
fortunate if he does not, at the end of his term, 
transmit to his successor a balance of unexpended 
appropriations of twice the present amount. 

A large permanent debt is said to exist, justify- 
ing an immediate loan, and increased taxation. 
Where is this debt? In what does it consist? The 
ten thousand claims which are said to be asking 
justice in vain at our hands, are placed as the first 
item. Ihave no doubt there are some instances 
of hardship, arising out of the impracticability of 
deciding on such a muliitude of cases that are 
annually presented to Congress. When I first 
came to Congress my sympathies were frequently 
excited in behalf of pitiful claimants, said to be 
cruelly sent from your hall without justice or 
mercy. A little experience has taught me that 
most of these cases are cases that have been pro- 
perly rejected at the accounting offices, many of 
them have been repeatedly presented and rejected 
here, and I have good reason to believe that very 
few, perhaps not one ina hundred, ought to be 
allowed. 

If the new Administration is eager to constitute 
a national debt out of these claims, and will pro- 
claim to the country that such claims will be paid, 
instead of ten thousand, it may have ten hundred 
thousand to satisfy. Does any one expect that the 
claims, amounting to five millions of dollars for 
French spoilations before 1800, will be shortly 
allowed. Is it expected that this Congress wiil 
borrow money, or levy taxes, in order to grant 
to the States nize millions, the amount of the 
fourth instalment, of what was falsely called 
the deposites? Is it gravely expected that five 
or eight millions shall be borrowed, and vested in 
stocks, in order that the interest shall be ready to 
pay the annuities engaged to be paid to the In- 
dians? or do gentlemen expect so soon to 
revive their favored objects of harbors, roads, and 
other improvements? or to unreasonably extend 
the public defences by studding your immense 
frontier with armaments, and whitening every 
sea with your navies? No, gentlemen, if you are 
to have a great national debt, made up of rejected 
claims, many of which are as old as the Govern- 
ment, and of new projects of distributfon and 
wild extravagance, you must contract ft your- 
selves—you cannot indulge the hope of beginning 
it in the few remaining weeks of this session. Go 
home first, and ask your constituents if General 
Harrison was elected for any such purposes. I 
will warrant that you have mistaken the issue at 
the late election, or many, very many of the voters 
have done so. It appears demonsirabie that the 
balance of unexpended appropriations on the Ist 
day of January, 1841, may properly be assumed 
as including every expenditure that can fall on the 
year, except the estimated permanent appropria- 
tions and such new appropriations as shall be au- 
thorized at this session of Congress. It also is rea- 
sonable to expect a like amount to remain unex- 
pended at the commencement of the next year. 
We have then, Mr. Chairman, only to inquire 
whether the cash in the Treasury, and the probabie 
income, will be svflicient to meet the amount of 
permanent appropriations, and such as this Con- 
gress may authorize. 

‘The balance in the Treasury on the ist day of 

January, 1841, was estimated by the Secretary 
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of the Treasury at - - $1,580,855" 


And the income from all sources at - 23,142,618 

Making the whole estimated means of 
the year - - ~= - . $24,723,473 
On the other hand the estimateof ~ © 

the expenditures of the year 1841 are 

stated 

For ordinary purposesat $19,250,000 

For ‘the funded debt, - 
chiefly for the cities 


of this District - 149,200 
For the redemption of 
the Treasury notes ~ 4,500,000 
$23,899,200 


Leaving a balance in the Treasury af- 
ter discharging all the obligations of 
1841, cn the Ist day of January, 
1842, of - - > - = $824,273 
The above estimate of $24,723,473, as the 

means of the present year from all. sources, is ad- 
mitted by both sides of the House to be low 
enough; and particularly by those who are most 
competent to judge. Ishall therefore not trouble 
the committee further on this point; and take-it for 
granted. — Bo 

The permanent and new appropriations of 
all sorts, ordinary and extraordinary, which 
have been estimated to be required for 
the year 1841, amount, as above stated, 
to 23,899,200. This estimate is greater by 
$1,764,480, for ordinary purposes, than is called 
for by the Departments, and will allow for other 
grants by Congress, and any unexpected diminu- 
tion ef the balance of unexpended appropriations, 
on the first of January, 1842. But it must be re- 
collected, that the greater part of the above esti- 
mate of twenty-three millions is yet under the full 
control of Congress, and cannot be a- charge, un- 
less we make itso. The gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Runrr}] has shown that it is ample 
for the service of the year. The Committee of 
Ways and Means, I understand, propose to reduce 
the amounts of many of the items. {t would ap- 
pear, therefore, that all objects not: included in’ the 
estimate, and requiring appropriation, may be proa 
vided for, without trenching on itsamount. I, and 
most of those with whom I usually act, will be dis- 
posed to reduce the appropriations still lower, and 
leave in the Treasury a larger balance at the end of 
the year, after paying all demands. Will those 
who have been preaching economy so lately, 
grumble at the allowance of twenty-three millions 
of dollars; which is nearly double the average 
amount of their pattern Administration? It is in 
keeping with first contributing to force on us ex- 
penditures, which they afterwards denounced as ex- 
travagant. 

From the face of the statement I have presented, 
it would appear that no additional supply was re- 
quired; but from the inequalities between the re- 
ceipts and expenditures in the different periods of 
the year, some provision becomes necessary for the 
occurrence of larger demands, and diminished. re- 
ceipts, during the first quarter of the year. During 
the existence of the funded debt, and before the 
reduction of the tariff, more money .was raised 
than was required for the ordinary support of Go- 
vernment; and no such contingencies were expe- 
rienced. As long as the policy is continued of 
attempting to square the revenue with the econo- 
mical wants of the Governments, we shall be lia- 
ble to these temporary inequalities between the re- 
ceipts and expenditures. The appropriations are 
made in anticipation of revenue to be collected 
from taxes on importations, and sales of public 
jands. They are fixed and demandable generally 
at certain periods; whilst the revenue is uncertain, 
and subject to vary from any estimate, no matter 
how carefully made. If after the appropriations 
have been made, and Congress should adjourn 
with évery reason to expect a revenue adequate to 
meet its appropriations, an anlooked for deficiency 
should oceur, serious embarrassments would be the 
consequence, unless the Executive had autherity 
to suspend a part of the appropriations, contract 
a regular loan, or issue Treasury notes, which 
appear to bethe only means by which such a des 
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froiemey-can be: guarded-against. During the last 
` pestin, it was thought advisable to authorize the 
“President to.suspend apart of the public works, 
mntil.the accruing revenue would justify their re- 
sumption. Atthis session it is proposed to autho- 


. xigedcthe issue of five millions of Treasury notes. 


They will not make any addition to the obligations 
of the Government, because they are not to be 


regular: loan cannot be bad without more delay 
for advertising and contract than circumstances 
. admit... To do what individuals are in the constant 
habit of doing, give their own notes instead of bor- 
rowing, or. in other words issue Treasury notes, 
seems. to be the only alternative. The issue of 
Treasury. notes is no new thing. It has not been 
‘confined to this Administration, and bas not the 
Jeast.connection with what is called the Sab-Trea- 
sury system, as some have ignorantly or deceptively 
represented. Their issue was authorized by six 
separate acts of Congress during Mr. Ma- 
dison’s . administration. The then members 
from. my district, Mr. Clay and Mr. Kerr, 
‘woted. for them, although the latter, who 
is still alive, is far from being a Sub-Treasury 
. man. Mr, Jefferson, Mr. Crawford, Mr. Macon, Mr. 
Lowndes, Mr. Cheves, Mr, Giles, and nearly, if not 
quite all, of the old Republican party, sanctioned or 
. recommended their occasional use. Every known 
Government in the world, and I had almost said 
every individual, has, at some time, found itne- 
cecessary to use credit in a similar mode. 
: The constitutional power by this Government to 
issue Treasury notes, has not been entirely without 
question; but it has been doubted so rarely, and by 
so few, that litle weight of authority rests against it. 
J will not trouble the committee by repeating argu- 
ments much better urged in the able discussions 
on the. constitutional question, at this, and at pre- 
ceding sessions of Congress. For myself, it ap- 
pears equally rightful to issue notes directly to ori- 
ginal creditors, as to regular lenders; and much 
more so, than to give bonds to banks in exchange 
for their notes, with which to pay creditors. 
<The issue of Treasury notes is the most conve- 
nient mode of borrowing; and its very convenience 
forms the chief objection to its exercise—upon the 
ground -that it may be beiter for an individual to 
deal.at the furthest store, or borrow money from the 
most distant bank—~a too frequent resort may be 
prevented. by the additional trouble. In tempe- 
rary, and sudden emergencies, such as the pre- 
gent, the case is different; and the conveniece 
becomes important to supply a went, which, if 
not-aupplied at once, need not be applicd at all. 
‘The notes are authenticated after the manner of au- 
thenticating, certificates of loans—are charged to 
the Treasurer:as soon as issued, and have to be ac- 
counted for by him ander all the guards that give 
security to the fuhds of the Government. They 
may be made ready to meetimmediate wants, pay no 
interest until the day they-are issued, are receivable, 
and generally are all received in payments of the 
dues to the Government; and'they bear no interest 
at the end of twelve months from their date. Al- 
though they have greatly the advantage of regular 
loans, or of taxes, in being more speedily got and 
gotten rid of, yet the power to issue them is liable 
to abuses; andl am far from being favorable to 
its use, uponany occasion whatever, exerpt the 
supply. of a temporary want; in anticipation of an 
acetuing income.’ It is not enough that there are 
objections to Treasury notes. There are objections 
to.other Joans, and to taxes—they, too, are liable to 
abuse. Although each may be necessary in its 
place, yet they are all evils, and the less we have of 
either the better. 
: As amendments to this bill, we are told that se- 


| parate prepositions wil be submitted—to contract 


a loan for ten millions, and to raise the taxes on 
silks, wines, and linens. Both are unavailable for 


present purposes, and premature and unjustifiable 


as, provisions for any probable want of the fu- 
ture. -No one knows what the future will re- 
quire. The new Administration and its friends, 
now in the majority, are to settle the scale of ex- 
penditures—they alone can properly estimate the 
supply. if they, contrary to their past votes, 
contrary to the declarations recently made on this 
flocr, should prefer to redeem the pledges of econo- 
my lately made tothe people during the canvass 
for the Presidency, they will have amp!e opportu- 
nity to do so. The Florida war, the purchase of 
immense tracts of land, the removal of Indians, 
and the reducing list of Revolutionary pensions, 
together with other objects of expenditure, will 
cease to hang so heavily on the coming Adminis- 
tration as they have on the present. The income 
of this year will, in all probability, meet its expen- 
ditures, including the redemption of ‘Treasury 
notes. The income of the next may be adequate to 
economical wants. If, on the other hand, the com- 
ing Administration is to embark on the splendid 
voyage described by so many of its friends—if they 
shall attempt to sustain the tallen fortunes of banks 
and Sta‘e stocks, by loans and distributions out of 
the common Treasury; then the proposed loan of 
ten millions, or the tax on wines, silks, and linens, 
will be but an insignificant beginning of the supply 
of the millions upon millions that will be needed. 
We are asked, will you not tax luxuries? And 
much is said of the poor and the rich, with the view 
no doubt of getting up a poor man’s feeling in be- 
half of this tax. Take off an equal amount of the 
taxes on necessaries, and I will go with you. Until 
you do, before you levy this tax on luxuries, tell us 
what you mean to do with its proceeds. Is it for 
the proper service of the Government? No, sir: it 
is opealy avowed, by many of the most influential 
members of the party, that it is to supply the place 
of the revenue from the sales of public land, which 
it is designed to give away to the States. I consi- 
der this object as totally unwarranted, and but tbe 
entering wedge of boundless extravagance and un- 
constitutional legislation. But how is it to be ef- 
fected? The revenue from public lands is esti- 
mated at five millions; the proposed duty of 20 per 
cent. on silks, wines, linens, &c. will yield an 
amount not exceeding two millions more than is at 
present received from those articles. You will then 
have to go further into the list of free articles, and 
those paying a duty less than 20 per cent. 
According to the very able report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, made to the Senate, on the 
subj:ct of the reorganization of the tariff, it ap- 
pears that, afier June, 1842, all duties on importa- 
tions now above twenty per cent. will be reduced 
to that rate, as limited by the act called the com- 
promise act; and that, between the first of Decem- 
ber next and the following June, the duties on the 
same importations will fall five millions short of 
their present amount. Presuming that the limit of 
twenty per cent. on protected articles will be ad- 
hered to, and that it may become desirable to sup- 
ply. the place of the five millions reduced by the 
compromise act in December, 1841, and in June, 
1842, he proceeds to select from the list of free arti- 
cles, and that of those paying less duty than twenty 
per cent. all articles in his opinion fit to be taxed; 
and shows that fifteen per cent. on this selected list 
will only raise the required amount of five milioss of 
dollars. Silks, wines, and linens, are included. 
The importations of coffee amounted to seven mil- 
lions, of tea amounting to two millions, together 
with all necessaries which have been considered 
proper subjects of taxation, are also included. New, 
sir, distribute ihe five millions from the prececds of 
the sales of the public lands, and can any one shut 
his eyes to the consequences? You must exhaust 
at once, to supply i's piace, all those resources 
pointed ont as necessary to supply the deficiency 
arising under the last reductions of the comprec- 
mise act. If this deficiency has to be provided for, 
as most of the Harrison party, at least, think will 
be necessary, where will be your resources? Given 
away—the compromise forgotten—duties for pro- 
tection raised higher ‘han 20 per cent. and necessa- 


ries, such as salt, sugar, iron, and coffee, as well as 
luxuries, subjecis to onerous duties. But this is 
only the firs: step. Follow up this lawless distri- 
bution, by distributions from the other branch of 
the. revenue: enter on your system of harbors, 
roads, and other uunecessary and unauthorized 
measures, and you will have to add to. the. taxes 
faster than they have been reducedin the last ten 
years. Exorbitant and oppressive as they may be- 
come, they may leave bura scanty allowance for 
the wants of the Government, after paying the inte- 
rest of the gigantic national debt, to which the po- 
liey of the Harrison party must lead us, unless it 
can be arrested by the interposition of the people. 

It is said that the Treasury is bankrupt. If, sir, 
a temporary want of present means, in anticipation 
of a sufficient annual revenue, constitute bankrupt- 
cy, I glory in it. It forms the sirongest gaoaran- 
tee against the contemplated waste and extrava- 
gance of the coming Administration. . How is the 
Treasury bankrup'? has any legal demand been 
rejected during the last year? No, none can be 
pointed out. The taxes have been gradually re- 
duced. But is there any falling off of resources? 
During all the affected and real ruin among bank~ 
ers and stockjobbers, those who defend and support 
the country have wonderfully increased in num- 
bers andin wealth. They hold in their hands am- 
ple resources for all proper purposes; you have on- 
ly to call on them, and your wants will immedi- 
ately be supplied. In the last ten years, one-third 
has been added to your population; and the assess- 
ments of property in the different States show even 
a greater increase of wealth. Whilst you have 
heard of ruin, ruin, ruin, every where, you bave 
increased in population four millions of people; 
and in wealth, nothing short, perhaps, of one thou- 
sand millions of dollars. Has any nation such 
boundless creditas is possessed by this Govern- 
ment? What is the condition ef most of the States 
in this Union, or ofany State in Europe, compared 
to that of ours? Abandon not the policy that has 
contributed to such results. If this Capitol could 
beconverted into gold, I would reconvert it into 
stone, rather than it should be made the instrument 
of corrupting and overtuming the free institutions 
purchased by the blood of our fathers. 

The character of the country is said to be at 
stake, and it has been gravely urged as an argu- 
ment why this Government should extend relief to 
the sinking credit of State stocks and State banks. 
To what cnormity would this argument lead? 
The first duty is not to foreigners, or to spend- 
thrifts of our own land. Our first duty is to our 
oaths, and to our constituents; and the best mode of 
preserving our character is to perform our duties 
and confine ourselves i0 our own business. I de- 
plore the fallen condition of Siate credit and the 
general rain of banks and speculators. But their 
calamities have sprung from moneyed operations, 
in which this Goverement had no agency. On 
both sides, those concerned have been, and must 
be, their own guardians, They cannot expect this 
limited Government io burden the whole commu- 
nity, in order to stretch out relief to unfortunate or 
profligate portions of it. There is a much prouder 
characteristic than the credit abroad of any one 
class. The character we have for living in a land 
where a written Constitution guaranties equal laws 
and liberty, is far dearer to Americans, and more 
admired by the mass of sensible foreigners, than 
the standing of our stocks or the reputation of our 
bankers and speculators. To sink the first, in or- 
der to raise the latter, would be poorly compen- 
sated by the smiles and good graces of the money 
dealers of all the cities in the world. 

There is much difficulty in properly arranging 
the tariff of duties. No necessity requires action 
on that complicated and perplexing subject at this 
session; and every view of it admonishes us that it 
is proper to leave allits parts free to be arranged 
in the best possible manner by the next Congress, 

My constituents are. chiefly agriculturisis, as is 
the case with the grea! bedy of the American peo- 
ple. They are ready to march in defence of the 
country, if need be; asd will cheerfully contribute 
all thatis required by an economical Administra- 
tion; but, sir, nothing more. They are: individual- 
ly and politically interested in keeping down the 
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taxes to the just wants of the country. They pay 
at least their equal share of the taxes; and, in addi- 
tion, almostas much more, in the shape of profits 
laid on the taxes, by the merchants, through whose 


hands they receive their imported goods. They | 


are injured in their exportations by taxing the im- 
portations, which are received in return for them; 
because you canno! permanently affect the one, 
without disturbing the ether. For reasons more 
solemn than these, they are opposed to high taxes. 
They extend the sphere of the whole Government— 
aggravate the violence of parties, and of elections— 
invite unconsiitutional and unjust legislation—in- 
crease Executive patronage, and multiply all those 
evils and corruptions, to which the best Goyern- 
ments are prone. All attempts at reform will be 
vain, without keeping this pregnant source of all 
mischief within due bounds. 

The taxing power is the most dangerous power 
inour system. Republicans have insisted that this 
power was limited by the authorized objects of the 
Constitution. But if the opinions advanced by 
the first officer of the new cabinet (Mr. Webster) 
shall prevail—that the sense by Congress of the 
general welfare is the only limitation, and that 
the right to dispose of the money and other property 
is co-extensive—then a power carrying with it all 
other power bas no practical limitation, and the 
people have just cause to be alarmed at the rapid 
progress of absolute despotism. i 

Mr. Chairman, a vital interest of my consti- 
tuenis has been introduced into this debate, in 


connection with a dangerous system of countervail- | 


ing duties. No one on this floor individually, or as 
the representative of others, is more deeply inte- 
rested in the tobacco trade than the individual who 
addresses you. Reluctant as I am to trespass 
further on the committee, I feel bound to attempt 
to expose such a mischievous movement, in what- 
ever shape it may assume, from the imprudent 
rashness of friends, or the covert designs of ene- 
mies. 

My colleague, [Mr. Wisr,] in the course of 
remarks with which I generally agreed, represented 
the tobacco interest to have been in a pros- 
perous condition and having nothing to com- 
plain of. ‘The gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
Jewirer,] on the other hand, not only insists 
that this interest labors under injurious bur- 
dens, but that these burdens laid on the use 
of our tobacco in foreign lands are aggravated 
wrongs, appealing to the courage and pairiotism of 
American citizeas for redress by the strongest 
measures. With neither of these views do I agree. 
If the tobacco trade has been ia an encouraging 
and satisfactory condition, why is it that, amidst the 
increase of every thing else in this growing coun- 
try, the quantiiy exported, and the price of that ar- 
ticle, have nut materially advanced for more than 
half a century? Why is it that the cultivation of 
tobacco has been abandoned in the favored district 
of my colleague, once the garden spot of the 
world? Its product gave character to the far famed 
James river tobacco, aad its fine Back river and 
other lands would now produce the best description 
of tobacco for the English market? It is because 
other products have become more profitable, and 
tobacco has been driven to places more remate 
from market. In like manner it has been retreat- 
ing from the greater portion of the State, and is 
probably destined (if the causes that have pro- 
duced these results shall not subside) to take its 
flight to distant regions of the West, beyond the 
reach of competition. The gentleman from Ma- 
ryland [Mr. Jenzeer] stated the average in his State 
to be three thousand pounds per hand, and the price 
at about five dollars. This is much more than in Vir- 
ginia. The average product there is not half that 
amount, and the price but little higher. Tobacco 
making with us, as au object merely of investing 
capiital, promises little profit. Those who depend 
on its cultivation alone for revenue, have to live 
pretty much ‘within themselves, and to exercise 
rigid economy. Some wealth we have amongst 
us, but it has been derived from inheritance or 
commerce; and few, or none, can trace its acquisi- 
tion to the production of tobacco. Yet, sir, the 
. condition of the people of my district is good 
in comparison with that of most of the people of 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Treasury Note Bill—Mr. Coles. 


the United States. Their habits had conformed to 
long continued low prices, and the slight increase 
of price ia the last two or three years, arising 
chiefly from accidental causes, has given to all 
more than they had reason to calculate on. The 
reverse is the case with our Southern friends. They 
have enjoyed the receipt of three times our. profit 
for a succession of years; their habits. were con- 
formed to their hizh:r income;and now their re- 
ceipts (from temporary causes | hope) had sunk 
toa level with ours; they consequently get less 
than they had reason to expect, and are in a most 
embarrassed and troubled condition. 

Saying nothing, Mr. Chairman, of the effects on 
tobacco and other subjects of agriculture of our 
home policy in attempting to encourage and stimu- 
late manufactures, commerce, and navigation, the 
injarious effects of foreign legislation cannot be 
mistaken. England taxes her subj:cts for the use 
of our tobacco 80@ per cent. on its original cost; 
Russia 200 per cent; Germany 100 per cent.; 
France, Spain, Italy aad Austria have a rigid re- 
Sstric:'ive monopoly, admitting only from a few 
hundred hogsheads to one-sixth of their consump- 
tion at most, causing the forced culture of an inie- 
rior article, or the diversion of the trade to other 
quarters. An annual rerenue is thus raisedin Eu- 
rope upon tobacco aione, of more than thirty mil- 
lions of dollars; which is at least three time great- 
er than the first cost of the whole quantity ex- 
ported from the United States. The consequences 
must be to Jimit consumption, and in a much 
greater degree to reduce the demand for American 
tobacco. 

lam aware that Virginia has some advantage 
growing out of the existing state of things. The 
high duties in England elevate the quality of the 
tobacco required for her markets, which the Virgi- 
nia tobacco is best adapted to supply. And for a 
like reason, three-fourths of the limited quantity, 
admitted into France, is taken from Virginia. But, 
these advantages may be temporary, and, at best, 
are not an equivalent for the immense reduction of 
the general demand. No,sir, remove, if practica- 
ble, ali restrictions, and we are willing to enter inio 
equal competition, in the supply of an unshackled 
trade. We have no apprehensions of foreiga ri- 
vals, and we are assured thatit wiil be to the ad- 
vantage of every country in Europe to exchange 
cther commodities for our tobacco, which they will 
find better than their own, cheaper than iheir own, 
and in quantity equal to the vast inerease of their 
conwmption. 

Although the condition of the tobacco trade is 
not so good as not to be capable of great improve- 
ment, yet itis not so bad as not to be made in- 
finitely worse, by ill-advised measures. Tamper 
not with it by hastily flying to untried experi- 
ments. Add not taxes directly affecting us at 
home, in the vain hope of removing the indirect ef- 
fects of burdens on those who consume our pro- 
duct abroad. 

Mr. Cores said that his friend from Maryland 
(Mr. Jenirer] had thought proper to animadvert 
on a letter, giving an account of his course in the 
tobacco convention, and informed us that it was 
published in all the anti-American papers from 
Baltimore to Georgia. 

(Mr. Jexirer here interposed, and said that he 
had alluded to the other articles on which he com- 
mented.] 

Mr. Cores resumed, and said, that since he was 
mistaken, and as the articles referred to were not, 
as far as he knew, published in any paper friendly 
to him, he would omit to say what he intended. - 

Mr. Couss said that he was unwilling to obtrube 
a letter of his, or his previous course on any sub- 
ject, before the committee, but they had been 
thoaght of sufficient consequence to have been 
brought up by another; and it might be proper here 
te givea brief history of this tobacco question, and 
his connection with it. 

Mr. Cores said, that early after he became a 
member of Congress, a memorial from the Legis- 
lature of Maryland, and one from the first Con- 


| vention of tobacco planters, were preseated to 


‘Congress, and referred to a special committee on 


the tobacco trade. The genleman and himself. |) 


were placed on that committee, and had continued 
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on similar committees raised at each. sessiun-sinced 


| They had co-operated in all that had, been:donein 


those committees, exeept in one thing, and that'di- 
vides them now. The gentleman. will recollect 
that, in the first report-made by the: tobacco coms: 
mittee, a clause intimating an ultimate:reSort toire” 
taliation, was stricken ou} at his instance; for-whieh 
over scrupulousness, as. the gentleman considered, 
it, he has frequently laughed at him since... Ip pur- 
suance of the recommendation of this:committee;. 
several measures were adopted, among the rest-a, 
resolution requesting the Executive to instruct our 
ministers and-diplomatic agents abroad to bestow 
special attention to the. tobacco trade. How. this. 
duty has been performed, the voluminous corre: 
spondence submitted from the State Department 
will testify. 3 iy ep Oy 

During the last spring (chiefly at the instance of 
his friend, Mr. JENIFER), he had written a letter for. 
publication, urging the usual reasons why the ap- 
proaching tobacco convention should: be attended; 
and as a further reason, ‘that. if any lacked. faith 
in the advantages to be gained, it might be impor- 
tant that mischief should be prevented.” Believ~ 
ing that the tobacco convention would, be a meeting 
of gentlemen from different parts of the.country, 
whose purpose it would be to investigate the condi- 
tion at home and abroad of a common interést, that 
they would exhibit to ourown Government. and: to 
the world the importance of the tobacco trade,. the 
bardens and restrictions under which it suffered, 
and the advantages to al! parties concerned, of 
adopting the best modes of relieving them, but 
knowing the opinions of some in favor of. retali- 
atory duties, he had even then alluded to them. as a 
mischief to be prevented. The anticipated conven» 
tion was held, but he was not a member of it; and 
the. gentleman was mistaken in supposing that he 
had been twice a member. . 3 i 

He, fot the first time, attended a. toba¢co. con-. 
vention, which met in this city on the 15th of Ja- 
nuary last. Extraordinary resolutions, proposing, 
among other things, a system of countervailing du- 
ties, were presented to that convention. , He. con-. 
sidered it his duty to warn the convention against. 
the danger and impolicy of such a course., Never- 
theless, the resolutions .were adopted with but. twe 


- in the negative; the gentleman from Missouri.{Mr. 


Jameson] and himself. These resolutions.were.ex~ 
tensively published, and have since been presented. 
to both Houses of Congress. To protect himself 
at home against the imputation of having been in- 
strumental in passing resolutions so contrary to his 
uniform, and frequently expressed opinions, he. 
wrote the letter alluded to, referring to the mischief 
he had before suggested, and giving an account of, 
his course in the convention. This is. the: letter 
the gentleman from Maryland has thought proper 
to comment on. This is the course which he has 
had stronger reasons to adhere to, and has. the 
fullest confidence will be approved by the great. 
body of the tobacco planters in the United States... 
The gentleman from Maryland says. that I, in. this 
letter, admitted the grievance, and stated: that there 
were two remedies, viz: negotiation and retaliation; 
adding himself, that the first having failed, he asked, 
will I refuse to take the second. If, sir, instead of 
playing upon a mixture of my words ang, his; he 
had adhered to the letter, he would have.seen that I 
denied that the first had been fully tried, and that I 
considered the second, if a remedy at all, even 
worse than the disease, pais og ooi te Dee cael: 
He furiher asked if from.1783 to 1840. was not, 
long enough for negotiation: Now, sir, let me. ask, - 
him if from 1783 to 1838 is not nearly as.long, and, 
why it was that at the latter period he was sọ 
zealous in pressing hegotiation? Had not negoti- 
ation then failed? , Sa ae 
[Here Mr. Junirer said that he didnot know at 
that time what negotiations had taken place. It. 
was not until the correspondence was submitted, at 
the last session, that he was aware of the state of 
the negotiation.] : a 
Very well; the gentleman will find that this will 
not bear him out. He contends that negotiations 


+ -on the subject of tobacco have been strenuously 
: prosecuted. down to 1840. 


{Here Mr. TrirLeTT of Kentucky affirmed that 
it was so} : a 


- MOt-one. word. appears in regard to England, 


= the’ Regie, creating the double monopoly# which 


+ special instructions. 
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. ` Thé gentlemen are mistaken. I hold in my hand 
the.correspondence to- which they have referred me, 
as the only source of their information, in which 


Austria, Germany, Russia, Spain, or Portugal, 


- untilafter the date of the resolution passed by this | 


House in 1837, and not & word in regard to France 
-from-1786 to 1829, In the latter year Mr. Rives 
addressed a short note to:the French Minister, pot 
‘on the merits of the monopoly, but on the contém- 
plated: appointment of ag agent to purchase for 


has existed since, In 1833, Mr. Livingston took - 
up the subject in some earnest, but thesindemnity 
was settled, and tobacco forgotten. The negotia- 
tion:was not seriously pressed, even ji France, un- 
til General Cass opened it. again jð 1838, under 
I call ongefitlemen to show 
me where and when this negotiation has been so 
zealously and uninterruptedly continued from 1786 
to 1840. This document cannot be mistaken. It 
was selected from the whole eorrespondence on the 
subject, which was submitted to the House by the 
Secretary of State, at the last seasion of Congress. 
The'selection was made by the gentleman from 
Maryland, and if there had been any thing else of 
consequence, it would not have escaped his keen 


= sighted vigilance. Did gentlemen expect in 1838, 


when this negotiation was commenced generally 
and actively, for the first time, that the fixed habits 
and prejudices, and the long established systems of 
Europe, were to be changed in a year or two? No, 
sir; they could have expected no such thing. They 
knew ‘that time was required to obtain the neces- 
sary information, to impart that information, and 
‘to avail ourselves of opportunities depending upon 
ever changing circumstances. They must have 
known that if success ever was reached, that it 
must be by a slow and gradual process. Whence, 
then, the present impetuosity? 

` Gentlemen say that our ministers at the courts 
of London and Paris have written home that the 
negotiation was at an end, and that nothing more 
more could be done in that way. It is, in- truth, in 


: ; a more promising condition than could have been 


|. , ceived every where, I have more hope of eventual 


`: exžpecte 


.. system, and the fear that any substitute would be 


_ that the. suppression of smuggling tobacco cannot 


© the-eause, vis: the excessive vate of duty.” Again, Mr. 


e From the facts that have been elicited, 
and the manner our representations have been re- 


success than I hadat first. Let us look into the 
correspondence referred to. In the beginning of the 
very paragraph in which General Cass concludes 
by recommending retaliatory duties, you will find 
good reasons to show that his recommendation was 
wrong. In page 16, of document 229, Ist session, 
20th Congress, General Cass says, in his letter to 
the ‘Secretary of State, that, “From some obser- 
vations made last ‘session in the Chamber of De- 
puties, it is obvious that the public, and I think, 
in some respects, the Government, appreciate 
neither the extent of this trade, nor the peculiar 
advantages which France derives from it. In the 
event of the publication of the correspondence, it 
would become important that the grounds of our 
application should accompany the statement of the 
reasons which are given for declining to comply 
with it. Publie opinion will finally operate upon 
the qùestion, which has been violently attacked 
here, aud which presents so many assailable points, 
in principle and in practice, that it is much easier 
to support it than-to defend it.” 

In another part ofthe same letter he Says: “But 
you will perceive by the course of the Marshal’s 
observations in the letter, and of my answers, that 
the’ difficulty in the way of any change is to be 
found in the amount of the revenue, yielded by this 


the less productive.” > 

`Ih Mr. Stevenson’s letter to the Secretary, con- 
tained in the same document, he says, tbat from 
Parliamentory documents it appears that ‘the con- 
sumption in the United Kingdom was not less than 
50,000,000 of pounds; of this quantity, duty was only 
paid ‘on 22,000,000 of pounds.” The balance 
being smuggled.’ ‘Hence it was,” Mr. Stevenson 
said, “that the commissioners of the revenue, in 
their recent report to‘ the Government, declared 


be effectually provided against, except by removing 


$ 
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Stevenson says: “Indeed, the Chancellor of ‘the 
Exchequer expressly said that he had no difficulty 
in declaring that the present duty of three shil- 
lings was infinitely higher than any just policy 


; would sanction. The president of the board of 
‘trade also said, that he admitted the force of the 


opinion I had referred to, as expressed by him in 
1830-31, when he submitted to Parliament (as one 
of the ministers of the Government) a plan for the 
reduction of this duy on tobacco. These opi- 
nions he still entertained, and. was desirious of see- 
ing carriedjinto operation.” “They admitted that, with 
an overflowing Treasury, there was no duty of cus- 
toms in which her Majesty’s Government would be 
so much pleased to make the experiment, as that 
ontobacco. Such, however, was not the condition of 
their Treasury at this time.” *“ Both, therefore, 
concurred in opinion, that the experiment of re- 
ducing the present high duty was very desirable, as 
well in relation to the interests of the United Siates 
as to those of Great Britain. They said they 
wished they conld entertain the hope that it would 
be in the power of their Government to do itat an 
early day, but of this they could give no assurance. 
They begged me, however, to be satisfied, that, if 
it was possible, they would be as ready and willing 
as we could be to make the experiment.” “Thea 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in my last interview, 
emphatically assured me that he would not lose 
sight of the subject, but that the moment it was in 
his power he weuld submit a plan for the reduc- 
tion to Parliament.” “While, therefore, there is 
little hope of any speedy or acceptable change on 
the subject, we have at least gained, in so much, 
that the present system is admitted to be indefensi- 
ble upon general principles, and a favorable oppor- 
tunity only wanted to get rid of it. This, I flatter 
myself, under the influence of the enlightened and 
liberal principles of the age, may be looked to as 
an event more than probable.” 

Extracts of a similar bearing might be multi- 
plied from the foregoing letters, as well as from 
the correspondence of other ministers. The treaty 
concluded with Sardinia in 1839, by a representative 
of the Government, acting under instructions in re- 
gard to tobacec, has not been without ils effects 
already. Fts removal of the transit duties has 
opened the interior to our tobacco; and I under- 
Stand that, during the three first quarters of the 
last year, three cargoes of tobacce, amounting to 
over athousand hogsheads, were received at Genoa, 
although none had been sent directly there from the 
United States before. At the instance of Mr. Niles, 
who concluded the treaty with Sardinia, Austria 
during the same year, repealed or modified her 
quarantine regulations at the port of Trieste, which 
had so embarrassed our trade with that populous 
empire as to leave little direct intercourse between 
us; the effec's of which have been a considera- 
ble increase in the number of cargoes sent to that 
port, consisting of cotton and other articles includ- 
ing tobacco. In addition, I learn that the Aus- 
trian Government has manifested a disposition to 
take-a larger quantity of our tobacco, after the ex- 
ample of France. These may be looked on as 
small beginnings; but, taken together with the man- 


ner our representations have been received every 


where else, are far from discouraging. 

Gentlemen ask, will you not cease to appeal to 
the justice and magnanimity of Governments? It 
is, sir, a matter of trade between independent na- 
tions, and must be managed on the principles of 
trade, by arpealing to their interests and not to their 
fears. Why are your ministers stationed at 
foreign courts? Will you abandon all negotiation, 
when you cannotsucceed atunce? Then call in 
your ministers from every court, and give from this 
Capitol law to the other nations of the world, to 
which they mustimmediately conform, or be threa- 


„tened with retaliation, non-intercourse, reprisal, and 
“war, as the final resort. 


Has this been the policy 
of our fathers? Did we abandon negotiation on 
the first failure of the attempts, going through a se- 
ries of years, to obtain indemnity for French, Nea- 
politan, and other spoliations, which succeeded at 
last? Did we abandon negotiations in the various 
controversies with England and other countries? 
All of them did not finally fail, or resuit in war. 
The long controversies on the colonial trade were 
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adjusted, not until 1830, by Mr. MeLane’s arrange- 
ment; we have yet questions pending with Eng- 
land, which have from the date of our indepen- 
dence been subjects of negotiation. ‘Will you sud- 
denly stop negotiation? I hope not, until war is, if 
it must be, inevitable. 

The digest of commercial regulations abundantly 
shows the value of what has been achieved, and 
what may be expected from our foreign negotia- 
tien. Although much remains to be done, yet its 
progress has been steady and considerable, in re- 
moving the numberless restrictions which embar- 
rassed our infant trade. Our liberal policy has had 
its influence on other nations, and much has been 
effected towards ils propagation among them. The 
old system was one of oppressive restriction—inter- 
fering with, and attempting to regulate, almost every 
occupation of the people; but it has been yielding, by 
little and little, to the liberal spirit of the age. In 
nothing is the present period more distinguished 
than for the rapid progress of ihe principles of free 
trade. Scarcely a treaty has been made in Europe 
for the last ten years, without yielding some homage 
to those gioricus principles. ; 

The Secretary of State, in his report on commer- ` 
cial privileges and restrictions, made to the last 
Congress, says that “these prohibitions and ree 
strictions, however, although affeciing seriously 
our agricultural, maratime, manufacturing, and 
mechanical industry, cannot be rightfully regarded 
as evidences of hostility, bat are to. be imputed to 
that erroneous policy which seeks to establish the 
prosperity of a whole community by burdening the 
mass, for the purpose of securing unnatural profits 
to selected portions of its prodactive industry. The 
success of our efforts in the advancement of liberal 
principles of intercourse, has been such as to 
justify a hope that we may, by constant adherance 
to the true principles of political economy, and the 
use of the means fairly within our reach, be useful 
in correction of the opinions on this subject, which 
now form the great barrier to a universal, unre- 
siricted, and advantageous interchange of the var.ed 
commodities of the civilized world.” 

All must be aware of the fact, that high duties, 
monopolies, and restrictions, have become subjects 
of intense interest and enlightened discussion 
throughout all Europe. The errors and impolicy 
of the old system in regard to them, must become 
palpable; and whenever they do, they will be miti- 
gated or abandoned, no matter under what form of 
Government they exist. 

Had I not already occupied so much time, I would’ 
here read an article on the effects of free trade in 
Switzerland, lately written by an able writer on the 
spot. It forcibly illustrates the superior prosperity 
of Swi'zerland, under its free trade system, over the 
surrounding countries, possessing higher natural. 
advantages, but laboring under the existence of 
rigorous systems of protective restriction. The 
former country, in the midst of the restrictive po: 
licy of its neighbors, without retaliation, renders 
her peculiar advantages, limited as they are, avail- 
able to the utmost: whilst the latter, by their pro- 
tective legislation, repress, or divert from their ap- 
propriate employment, the superior natural endow- 
ments they have been blessed with, and are in a 
much worse condition, 

It is to the comparative freedom of industry and 
trade that the United States owe their unexampled 
progress—not to miserable banking systems, mò- 
nopolies, and protective restrictions. There can 
be no liberty unless labor is free. Take away the 
freedom of industry, which we hoped was gua- 
rantied by our institutions, and you steal from 
them their brightest gem. Cease not to afford your 
example, and to extend your influence to break 
the chains which have bound the sinews of agri- 
culture for ages, and reduced the lot of the huse 
bandman (in many parts of the world) to that of 
To emancipate industry and wade from 
the fetiers which Governments have imposed, under 
the delusive names of pretection and retaliation, 
would be a revolution in the affairs of mankind, 
attended with greater and happier results than any 
human event recorded in history. 

With freedom of domestic industry, and a reci- 
procal trade among nations, the peculiar advanta- 
ges of each would receive their fullest development, 
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and the comfort and happiness of all wonderfully 
promoted. Although the full achievement of a 
good so great and universal in its blessings may be 
hopeless, yet the partial attainment will be a benefit 
jn proportion to its advancement, and the nation 
which, in these respects, is freest, will be richest and 
happiest. We have every motive to prosecute so 
desirable an objec!; we may look to our reward in 
the appreciated value of the superior natural ad- 
vantages we enjoy, and to the proud satisfaction of 
contributing to the happiness of millions abroad. 

Now, sir, as long as we have ministers abroad, 
it will be attended with no additional cost, and at 
least can do no harm, that they be instructed to be 
in readiness to avail themselves of all favorable op- 
portunities, to promote the tobacco interest, as well 
as to advance the principles of tree trade generally, 

Suppose, thouga, that the negotiations have ut- 
terly failed, and are to fail forever; what then? 

The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. JENIFER] 
asks, will I not resort to measures of retaliation? 

I answer, not asa matter of course even then. 
There is a plain rule of common sens: which go- 
verns this question. No nation is justified in adopt- 
ing measures of retaliation, such as are proposed, 
without almost a moral certainty of being thereby 
able to force the offending nation into its terms. 

The taxes and restrictions imposed on the con- 
sumption of tobacco in foreign countries, inflicts 
more injury cn their subjects than on us. We can 
bear the lesser injury more easily and longer than 
they can the greater, Taxes laid en our citizens 
for the consumption of their producis, operate di- 
rectly on us, and bat indirectly on those against 
whose taxes we propose to retaliate. The burden 
tous of such taxes may be in the proportion of five 
dollars for every one dollar it takes from them, 
in the reduced consumption of their products. If, 
sir, in subjecting ourselves to taxation, there is not 
a positive certainty of success in removing the 
taxes of other nations, it would be madness to at- 
temptit. It would be cqual to the folly of cutting 
of the nose to spite the face. Gentlemen seem to 
have overlooked this consideration. They have 
not aitempted to demonstrate the mode of opera- 
tion which is to give the least probability of suc- 
cess. Inan attempt fo doso, difficulties would 
have met them at the threshold, an! thickened at 
each step of their progress. 

The attainment of the object by the proposed 
means of cocrcion, is well nigh impracticable from 
the nature of things. Select France, if you please, 
as the first nation to be brought into terms. We 
chiefly take silks and wines from her in return for 
our cotton, rice, and tobacco. Lay a heavy dis: 
criminating duty on French silks, leaving silks 
from other nations free, or at a Jess duty—what 
will be the conseqnence? We see it, in the opera- 
tion of the present duty of ten per cent. on all silks 
from beyond Cape Horn, and the Cape of Good 
Hope, leaving silks from other quarters free. This 
duty is evaded; India silks are brought to Eng- 
land, colored a little, and shipped to us as free 
goods. Reverse the case, and the result would be 
the same. Lay a heavy retaliatory duty on French 
Wines, It would cost but a trifle to place on the 
casks or bottles, German, Italian, or Spanish la- 
bels; the wine might be sent by one of those coua- 
tries, and come to us free of the discriminating 
duty. Similar results might attend retaliatory du- 
ties on other articles, the production of other coun- 
tries. Your remedy would tempt evasions and 
frauds, and drive the trade into circuitous chan- 
_hels. It would also miss its aim, and would be 
even fruitless of revenue, unless you are prepared 
to enforce it by a system of custom-house espoinage 
and penalties, inconsistent with our institutions. 

We bave been proceeding upon the presumption 
‘that Congress will indulge gentlemen with their 
experiments ia regard to tobacco. Are there no 
difficulties here? The bill reported from the Com- 
mittee of Mannfactures a few weeks ago, proposed 
to lay a duty on silks from India of twenty per 
cent. and on other silks ten per cent. Wes this 
intended to operate on India as a retaliation for not 
using tobacco at all? Suppose you attempt to 
change the discrimination against France, will you 
not be met in this House by conflicting interests? 
It is not France alone that you complain of, but of 
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other nations in a greater degree; and, m fact of all 
Europe, in some degree or other. Itis not one 
article only that is burdened by foreign legislation. 
In the report of the Secretary of State on the re- 
strictions and duties of foreign Governments, before 
referred to, you will see many articles oppressively 
taxed as well as tobacco. I will select two: the 
duties oa our bread-stoffs in England, France, 
and some other countries, amount almost to a pro- 
hibition. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
TrpLetT] stated that the daty on wheat in England 
was about forty per cent. but, sir, the duty in that 
country amounts to a prohibition except when 
large masses of her population are absolutely 
starving. Upon such occasions we may get a 
high price for our grain, but the market is generally 
so fiuctaating that any farmer or miller who relies 
on European markets, is likely to bs ruined, 

Our extensive coast from New Brunswick to 
Texas is lined with inexhaustible forests in timber. 
The duty in England on onr timber istwo pounds 
fifteen shillings on the fifty cubic feet, and to an 
Oppressive extenton lumber, staves, and shingles. 
Cutting off, in a great measure, our abundant re- 
sources from the supply of an immense demand 
for ship building, houses, and other objects. Now, 
Sir, is it expected that Congres, representing all 
these interests, will consent to commence with to- 
bacco, without including breadstuffs, timber, and 
many other articles. Ifa general system of reta- 
liation is adopted, what will itlead to? An unmi- 
tigated system of high taxation. The protective 
tariff men will be ready to avail themselves of 
strength from this source. Most, or all, of the 
protected articles of manufacture will be obliged 
to be used in this general scheme of retaliation. 
You may succeed by means of a combination of 
interests in having taxes laid on, but you would 
seldom get two interests to agree at the same time 
in taking them off, even in case of relaxation by a 
foreign Government in regard to tobacco or any 
one article. No, sir; let us keep out of this con- 
neciion, Tse tobacco interest is to be courted in- 
to a general system of increased taxation. It is to 
be ased as the pretext for adding burdens on the 
many, without hope of sharing the benefits of the 
few. ` 

In regard to foreign countries there is not one 
alone, butall, in some degree, to be operated against. 
Why do gentlemen speak so much of injuries from 
the regulations of France? Austria has similar re- 
strictions. France takes seven thousand hogs- 
heads of tobacco, and Austria not as many hundred. 
The latter is a great tobacco consuming country, 
with nearly the ropulation ot the former. In fact, 
instead of France being first to be complained of, 
she is among the last. It is all Europe you pro- 
pose to war against; and in this war of who shall 
tax highest, it is not difficult to foresee who are to 
be the sufferers. Why, sir, foreigners will laugh 
at you for merely entertaining such a proposition. 
Had I not profound respect for the many gentle- 
men who advocate the policy, I would say it was 
absurd and ridiculous in the extreme. 

It has been said that Mr. Jefferson, when Secre- 
ary of State, in 1793, did, in a report to Congress, 
sanction the policy cf retaliation for exorbitant 
duties on our products in foreiga countries. It was 
under different circumstances, and at a time when 
tbe principles of free trade had scarcely began to 
relax the inexorable restrictive sysiems of that pe- 
riod. ‘Those who adduce this authority should be 
governed by Mr. Jefferson's better authority, after 
years of experience and reflection. He had been 
minister in France from 1783 to 1786, took a live- 
ly inierest in the tobacco trade, and was well in- 
formed as to all its bearings. He was President of 
the United States from 1801 te 1809; the condition 
of the tobacco trade became worse; bui still not one 
word is heard from him in regard to retaliation on 
this account, or on account of any other foreign 
internal tax on our productions. If Mr. Jefferson 
was here now, it is presumable that he would give 
you stronger reasons why you ought not to resort 
io it, than prevailed with him through the whole 
period of his Presidency. , ZEN? 

If you enter on the proposed policy, it will-be 
the first time it has been adopted in the history of 


the Government. 


[flere Mr. Jenirer read from an act-of Gon- 
gress, which he said enacted similar retaliatory du- `: 
ties.] i ee 

Tne section just read refers to a different. subjeat 
altogether. Several other acts have like. provi- 
sions. By these ac's tonnage duties, and duties on 
the cargoes of foreign ships coming into our ports,: 
were laid to counteract injury to our navigation, 
from the discriminating duties laid upon our ships! 
and their eargoes in foreign ports. . These acts: 
could be made to affect the offending nation direet- 
ly, without the power of evasion, and are very dif- 
ferent cases from the present. There is: notin all 
the statutes of the Government, one.which was in- 
tended to operate as a retaliation against the inter- 
nal taxes or restrictions of foreign Governments on . 
our productions. Equal eommercial privileges of 
our cit 'zens in foreign lands, and equa! exemptions 
for the cargoes of our. ships, have been. peculiar 
subjects of regard. The nature of the remedy can 
in these cares be effective. We have their citizens 
and their ships to operate upon, instead of our own. » 
Tam not sure, in the zeal to accomplish benefits for 
commerce and navigation, the interests of agricul- . 
ture have not in our negotiations been too frequent- 
ly overlooked. ne : 

In our own legislative history we can find no ex- 
ample to justify, and. much to deter us from the 
proposed course. My colleague from Norfolk 
{Mr. Matiory] reminds me of the West India trade. 
Yes, sir, the West India trade was sacrificed fora 
time, and Norfolk nearly ruined, by indulging . 
merely the idea of retaliation. The. act of Par- - 
liament of 1825, extended to all nations accepting 
them, very liberal terms of trade with the eo'oe 
nies of Great Britain. This country alone, I be- 
lieve, refused to accept the terms, expecting to be 
able to force better. Negotiation after negotiation 
followed; we were refused the terms offered at first 
—the trade was sacrificed, and it was not until the 
arrangement of Mr. McLane, in 1830, that we 
were admitted to a participation iu the trade on the 
terms we had rejected before. 

No encouragement can be drawn from the bisto- 
ry of retaliatory duties in Europé—one retaliation 
has generally brought on another, until a system of’. 
high taxes, restrictions, and monopolies have weigh-. 
ed down the laboring classes almost to the condi- 
tion of brutes. A commercial war of this charac- 
ter was waged between France and England, that 
amounted almost to non-intercourse, until the be- 
nign influence of free trade principles began to re- 
lax its rigors. : 

The burdens imposed on our. tobacco abroad 
have been complained of by several gentlemen as: 
acts of hostility, which we had a right, and were 
called on to avenge. It has been considered in the. - 
light of violated honor, which should make: the 
blood boil, and rouse the chivalry of. American.ci- 
tizens. This is new doctrine in this country; ne pub- 
lic functionary ever claimed the right toregulate the 
interior administration of any othe Government. 
Our present ministers in England and France have 


-both, in this correspondence, repudiated any such 


pretension, and so have our ministers elsewhere. 
It would be a most dangerous position—take it in 
regard to other rations, and they claim it in. re 
garn to this, The Holy Alliance may take a fancy 
to regulate your tariff, or to elect your President. 
England may require you to sustain the credit of 
banks, or assume the debts of the States. We 
may wrangle about these matters as we please, but 
foreigners must let us alone. The French Go- 
vernment may restrict their people tothe use of, 
sugar extracted from the beet; or to such poor to-. 
bacco as they may cultivate, free from the right of 
other nations to interfere; and other nations. may, : 
exercise their discretion in similar respects, without 
the right of interference by France. England may 
carry the taxing of her subjects so far as toreduce 
the food of her poor to potatoes without salt, and 
the United States will have no right to complain of 
it as a wrong: yet I hope few will be found willing 
to follow her example. . 
Genilemen taunt us with backwardness in assert- 
ing the rights of our suffering countrymen. What 
redes do they propose? Simply to tax them more, 
and over again. ` The remedy is misapplied; and if 
ihe wrong was of the character described, it would 
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‘betoo weak and too tame by far. No, if gen- 


‘tlemen are really in earnest, let them rouse 

up their courage and ask Congress to declare 

‘war: at. once. A war against foreigners, would 

be'scarcely less disastrous than a war of taxation 
at-home. 

' “The gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusu- 

ING] gave us a short supplement to the speech of 

the gentleman from Maryland, in which he stated 

‘that; in Massachusetts, the three great interests of 
„that State were so balanced. as to be opposed to a 
“high protective tariff; but were in favor of an ample 
revenue for the wants of the Government, to be rais- 
ed. witha view to protect manufactures, and to retali- 
ale agains! impositions on our agriculture. Let me 
tell him that, to carry out the Harrison policy on 
these principles, a high tariff in its greatest dimen- 
- sions is at once constituted. You have only to 
add to this protective and retaliatory system the 
projects avowed so generally in this House and 
elsewhere, as. leading objects of the new Admini- 
stration, and you have a powerful conjunction ‘of 
-interests, breaking down the barriers of the Con- 
stitution, and overwhelming the equal rights and 
common welfare of the country. ; 

SPEECH OF MR. HUBBARD, 

OF ALABAMA, š EA 
In the House of Representatives, Tma 29) 1841— 
On the Treasury Note Bik. f 

Mnr. Cuamman: I willsay a few words in suap- 
portjof the bill under consideration, inf answer to 
objections raised against it; and will then reply to 
some general remarks made by gentlemen on the 
other side, as to the proper policy hereafter to be 
pursued by this Government. 

It is.admitted by both parties here, that we have 
not money enough in the Treasury to supply the 
wantsof the Government for the first quarter of 
the year. AH agree that more must be had; but 
we differ as to the best mode of raising it. The 
party opposed to me want to borrow and create a 
permanent national debt, and seem anxious to 
make the outstanding claims against the Govern- 
ment appear as large as possible, becanse they 
desire to have a large amount of money to expend 
under the coming Administration, and to raise 
which they propose to increase the taxes. The 
party with which I act believe that the taxes are 
already. high enough, and that, instead of in- 
creasing them, we ought to cut off expenses as fast 
as possible; that the Government shuuld spend less, 
make no permanent debt, and leave more for the 
people.. .We therefore think this the best mode of 
raising money for temporary purposes—because 
cheapest, and because it is safest. 

It is eheapest, for this reason: if we issue our own 
‘notes, the credit of the whole Union being better 
than. the credit of a part, composed of stock- 
holders in any bank, we would circulate the Trea- 
sury notes, many of them at a less rate of interest 
than bankers could lend us the money for; and 
upon all the notes kept in circulation after interest 
ceased to run, would save the interest to the people. 
Besides this, these notes being made receivable for 
publicJands. and taxes, interest upon them would 
cease as. fast as paid in; whereas, if we borrew 
from capitalists, and put the money in the Trea- 
sury in large sams, and give bonds for the loan, the 
people are made to. pay interest from the date, and 
also lose interest on-every dollar lying idle in the 
Treasury. Why, then; should the whole people, 
better credit than only a few, swap credit with the 
few, and pay bool? It won’tdo, sir. It is nothing 
but favoritism to a few capitalists; and gentlemen 
ought to find out some way to lei the whole people 
live upon their own credit, rather than: buying, at so 
high a rate, the credit of only a few of that pec- 
ple.. This bill provides such a method; and if not 
the best, let gentlemen find out a better mode— 
always taking care to let the whole of the people 
be partners in the gain, and not afewof the wealthy 
or pretended wealthy, 

Some gentlemen fear that if we adopt this cheap 
mode of raising money when we do need, we may, 
from habit, use it when we donotneed. This 
argument, if it has. any force, would compel us to 
adopt the most expensive schemes of Government, 
for fear the people would likea cheap one too well. 


I have no such fears; and, sir; I should here have 
closed my remarks upon the hill, if gentlemen 
on the ether side had been contented to stop their 
political strife. -I thought that the country was 
tired, and wanted quiet—wanted the public busi- 
ness attended to. My friend, the chairman of the 
Committee of. Ways, and Means, [Mr. Jones, of 
Virginia,] who brought in this bill, said not a 
word in relation to party politics or the late elec- 
tion, and we did hope that no allusion would be 
made to it, But, sir, we are not allowed to get 
along in this quiet way. The election last summer, 
which decided that General Harrison should be 
President, and decided no other question, has 
not satisfied the great body of the Whig party 
in Congress. The people are to ise carried further. 
Not only is what they call Loco Foco Van Buren 
Democracy to be put down, but, | much fear, Re- 
publicanism itself. The country has to be carried 
back to a period before Mr. Jefferson’s day. The 
Government isto have anew direstion given to 
it, if we are to believe the most talented gentlemen 
on the other side, who have marked out the line of 
policy which General Harrison is to pursue. 

The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Barnarn,] 
who leads in this debate, denies the correctness of 
that part of Mr. Van Buren’s message which says 
that “the Government has answered the great ob- 
j:cts of its creation;” and says that “General Har- 
rison will pursue a policy to effect those great 
objects.” 

Let us look at that policy, however, as laid 
down by the learned gentleman; and we find 
it an effort to persuade the people to submit to 
much greater burdens than. were even pretended 
before the elections i 

Fortificatious areto be built along the whole of 
our extensive seacoast and lakes, and also upon 
the whole of our western and northwestern frontier; 
old forts to be repaired; expensive barracks to be 
built, even in the wilderness, with public money, 
as if a soldier could not cut a board-tree and build 
a cabin; roads are to be cut out, from post to post, 
throughout the westand northwest. Did any one 
ever hear of propositions so extraordinary? Did 
the people when they elected General Harrison, 
ever dream of such things? Millions upon millions 
are to be added t» the expenses of the Government, 
and the people taxed to raise it; and, at the same 
time, that part of the revenue received from public 
lands, which belongs to the whole Union, to pay 
the debts of all, isto be distributed to pay the debts 
of indebted States, contracted for their own bene- 
fit, and for objects in which those not indebted 
have not the slightest interest. 

This, sir, is but an outline marked out for the 
action of General Harrison’s administration, and 
for the future course of the creat Whig party. 
And, sir, how truly have the diferent members of 
this party, with but one exception, followed in the 
track marked out; and each, in his turn, according 
to the climate or locality of his constituents, and 
their ability to bear their part of the load intended 
to be laid upon them, taken his part? Some (like 
the genilemen from New York) boldly take the 
whole; others, what they can bear at home; some, 
the tariff, bank, and internal improvements, all to- 
gether; some, the distribution; some, the military; 
and some, the naval expenditures; some, harbors; 
some, light-houses; and some internal improvements 
alone; and some only take what to me seems merely 
an apology for the tariff, like my friend from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Tuomrson,} who says that the 
South once contended for taxing of luxuries; and if 
she won’t now let wines and silks be taxed, she will 
be like the pouting child, who would not let his 
bread be buttered on either side. 

Now, I understand that when the South took 
this course, she wanted the taxes laid on luxuries, 
and taken off of necessaries; and if the same pro- 
position was before her, she would desire the same 
thingnow. Butno such proposition is made; the 
tax on salt, iron, woollens, flannels, and all of the 
necessaries of life, are left, tothe great injury of 
the great body of the people; and it is proposed to 
add this additional tax to their burdens, not for 
Support of Government, but for all of these splendid 
schemes of national expenditure, that the tax is to 
be laid; and, instead of refusing to have our bread 


buttered on either side, we, of the South, are only 
refusing to butter both sides of the bread of every 
other section of the Union, where these large sums, 
extorted from our working people,are to be ex- 
pended. 

1 consider this argument, therefore, a mere 
apology for a high tariff and excessive expenditure, 
and was sorry to hear it come from one who, 
in former times, stood up so manfully for Southern 
interests. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I have somewhat wandered 
from the line of my intended remarks. The gentle- 
man from Maine [Mr. Evans] followed the gentle- 
man from New York; and he took issue with the 
Secretary of the Treasury, both as to his facts, esti- 
mates, and policy. He denied that “there was any 
recorded evidence of the country’s prosperity,” as 
al'eged by the Secretary in his annual report 
upon the state of the finances; and the gentleman 
has gone throughout the whole Union, and picked 
up here and there isolated cases of fiscal derange- 
ment. Now, sir, this must, aud always will, hap- 
pen; and under all Governments, whether Republi- 
can, monarchical, or despotic. But they fernish 
no just ground for revolution or change; and I was 
sorry to hear a gentleman of his talents exerting 
his great intellect, and powers of debate, to create 
dissatisfaction among our people, when there was 
comparatively so litile ground forit. If he had 
only looked around him, he would now have found 
the British and French Governments so much dis- 
tressed for money as actually to have to borrow 
millions. ‘This pecuniary distress of those Govern- 
ments is, without doubt, caused by commercial de- 
rangements brought. about by the paper money 
system, which has prevailed with them as well as 
with us; and which derangement throughout this 
country, has wrongfully been charged to General 
Jackson’s and Mr. Van Buren’s administration. 
Gentlemen have effected their object by it. . They 
have got into power; and it is time, now, to stop 
it. Ifthey didnot know beiter when they made all 
this complaint, they know better now; since they 
see that the strongest Governments on earth are 
suffermg embarrassments under the paper system, 
as well as ours, and to a much greater extent. - 
And it was on this account—because we had been 
enabled to get along better than others—because 
our exports and imports had gone onso well, and 
suffered so litle—that the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury spoke of it as ‘the recorded evidences of the 
country’s prosperity,” which the gentleman from 
Mainehas denied. 

I now, sir, proceed to prove that the Secretary 
is right, and the gentleman from Maine wrong; and 
I do it by simply giving a list ofthe value of our 
foreign imports and exports for seven years before, 
and seven years after, the deposites were removed 
from the United States Bank, with the differences 
in faver of the last seven years (from 1833 to 
1840) over the former seven years, (from 1826 to 
1833:) 

Average annualexports from 1826 to 

1833 š = 7 z 
Average annual exports from 1833 to 

1840 7 - ~ - 


$80,053,194 
119,028,564 


Difference in value of exports from 
1833 to 1840 over the seven years 


before removal - - - 38,975,370 


se 


Nearly thirty-nine millions yearly! 

Let us see how itstands with imports: 
Average annual imports, from the 

removal of the deposites, for seven 

years - = - - $141,143,109 
Average for the seven years next be- 

fore removal - - - 89,386,005 


Yeurly difference - - - $1,757,104 


Nearly fifty-two millions! 

Gentlemen say much of the excess of importations 
was the fruit of the State loans. Admit ihis to be 
true; the same cannot be said of the exports. They 
were, for most part, the value of the labor of that 
portion of our people who dig the ground fora 
living, and whom gentlemen are now so anxious to 

. tax again; and afford evidences of their prosperity, 


Jan. 1841. 


APPENDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


g6ru CONG... ZND Sess. 


as a whole, that cannot be disputed. And this evi- 
dence is upon record; and the record sustains the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and condemns the gen- 
tleman from Maine; andis a fall answer to the 
main argument he has advanced against Mr. 


Woodbury’s report. ; l 
I fully understand the object of this warfare so 


' fiercely commenced against Democracy. 


Brave men never cut and hack to piecesa fal- 
len foe, without some further object in view. 
These gentlemen, therefore, I fear, do not believe 
that ‘Democracy has fallen;” or they have objects 
to effect, which require public excitement to be kept 
up and not cool, until these odious (and, to my 
mind, unconstitutional) measures of expenditure, 
and taxation are carried out and fastened upon the 
people. And, sir, I am brought to believe that 


such is their object aud intention, from the remarks 


and the manner of the distinguished gentlemen 
from Kentucky, (Governor Popr,) a veteran in 
politics, with perhaps forty years’ experience. 

He heard his friends lay out their grand plan of 
operations—their National Bank, internal improve- 
ments, tariffs, and other splended schemes of ex- 
penditure aud taxation, withthe greatest apparent 
delight; it seemed to fall upon his ear like notes of 
martial music, which had delighted him in his 
youthful days, and which again had been briliantly 
struck up in the beginning of a charge. His 
countenance seemed to beam with joy, and he 
watched, as a skilful general would his untried 
soldiers, the younger members of his party; and, 
sir, when he noticed in their countenance some 
wavering, some giving way-—heard some say “they 
could not do this,” others “that they could not go 
that”—he became impasient for the floor, and, 
as soonas hehad obtained it, commenced in the 
most animating manner to extol the proposed mea- 
sures; and after he supposed that he had made 
them appear (if not popular) at least plausible, 
turned to his young friends, and encouraged them 
“not to be alarmed or faint by the wayside,» 
“not to commit themselves too soon or too strongly 
against any measure of the Whig party.” They 
were young and inexperienced; ‘they did not know 
what they might yet have to do;” and when he, as 
might be supposed, had infused into them a suffi- 
ciency of courage, he proceded to point out to them 
a way to make these schemes of expenditure, taxa- 
tion, and distribution, popular and accep:able with 
the people, he told them that “he was unwilling to 
see the revenue arising from the sates of the public 
lands go into the Treasury, because it robbed the 
poor and relieved the rich from taxation;” that this 
money “oughtto go to the States, and be divided 
among them to pay the State debts, where it would 
relieve the poor from taxation.” 

But sir, this argument wont do for the young 
Whigs, or for the people; because they know 
better. They know that the Legislatures of the 
several States are compelled to tax property and 
wealth, as well as persons, and can make every 
man pay tax according to his property or income, 
whether bis wealth is in lands, houses, stocks, 
banks, or money at interest, and dare not, there- 
fore, tax the poor and leave out the rich—as is 
done here, sir, where you tax all articles of daily 
use, such as the great body of the people need, 
must have, and cannot do without; and then, sir, 
they are told “that the tax is equal,” that “they 
need not pay the tax if they do not choose to use 
the taxed articles.” This, sir, is a mockery, to tax 
articles such as every family must have—iron, 
salt, knives and forks, plates and spoons, and coarse 
Woollens and cottons; and then tell them “they are 
not taxed unless they buy.” And, sir, this same 
Spirit would lead you to tax the air, light, and wa- 
ter, and then tell the people they need not be taxed 
unless they choose to breathe, drink, and look 
about them. These taxes, sir, upon articles of 
daily use fall most heavily and grievously upon 
the poor, and people in moderate circumstances, 
because they need, and must have and use nearly 
an equal amount with a rich family; and, there- 
fore, a man with a family depending alone upon 
his labor for support, needs frequently as many of 
these taxed articles as a rich man, and is compelled 
on that account to pay as much of this indirect 
tax as a man who can command twenty, fifty, or 


“young friends upon some o:hr tack, to make these 


j the sun when they should be at school, working 
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a hundred laborers. Yes, sir, Girard, wiih his mil- 
lions, could get along, and not have to buy more 
taxed salt, taxed iron, sugar, woollens, cottons, 
knives, forks, and spoons, than a day laborer with 
five in family; and he would enjoy all his property, 
with the almost unlimited means of making more, 
without being compelled to pay more for the 
support of Government than a common laborer. 
This, sir, is indirect tax—a tax upon articles of 
necessity. And, sir, it is proposed by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky to keep up these taxes, and” 
to take from the Treasury the amount for which 
the public lands are sold, (three and ahal? mil- 
lions of dollars,) and divide it-eut among the 
States, to pay State debts, and relieve rich men 
from taxation for that parpose. 

The gentleman-f¥0m Kentucky must put his 


— 


odious measures popular. The people, sir, begin 
to find out that taxation is taxation, whether laid 
upon lands, houses, or property, or upon fond and 
clothing; and it will not be long before they will 
understand that it is more just te tax lands, houses, 
and money incomes, according to their value, than 
to tax food and clothinz, according to men’s neces- 
sities; and when the politician, who desires to pro- 
tect the rich man’s plantations, palaces, bank 
stock, and income, by crying out “direct tax!” 
and proposes to lay the tax upon food, clothing, 
and necessaries, the people will understand it as 
weil as the gentleman from Kentuezy; and when 
he begs them for the money arising from the sales 
of public lands, to give to tlie S:ates to pay State 
debts, and to relieve rich men’s estates and incomes 
from being taxed accordivg to their value, they 
will remember that he and his friends now refuse 
to take the tax off of iron, salt, suzar, knives, 
forks, spoons, plates, and every other article needed 
by the poor, ‘The tax on French wines and-French 
silks wil!, to the extent of the tax, fall upon the 
tobaccc-zrower and cotton-grower, and upon all 
of the people who raise grain, pork, stock, and pre- 
visions, and who exchange it with the cotton and 
ltobacco-growers. And, sir, this three and a half 
millions, yearly, additional tax, will have no other 
effect than to lessen the amount of cotton and tobac- 
co which we sell to France; or it wiil lessen the 
amount of money which we get for it; and instead 
of falling upon the rich alone, who wear the silks, 
or drink the wines, will fall upon thousands of poor 
families, whose little sons and daughters are out in 


the tobacco or cotton to make money to buy taxed 
iron, taxed salt, taxed flannel, taxed knives, forks, 
spoons, plates, and other necessaries, without which 
they cannot live; and will fall, also, upon the sons 
and daughters of thousands of poor families in 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
who are working out, in the cold and heat, wet 
and dry, to raise corn, wheat, or stock, to sell to the 
cotton and tobacco-growers for money to pay for 
these taxed articles, whieh they are obliged to have 
for their families; so that if you lay this three anda 
half millions of taxes on France, she buys that 
much less tobacco and cotton, or buys it for less 
money; the growers of which are able only to buy 
that much less grain, stock, and provisions, or buy 
itat a less price; and the gentleman from Kentacky 
can’t see the working folks of any of the States, 
until he tries some ether soft corn than this. If he 
and his party (who can, if they choose) will take 
the tax off iron, salt, flannels, coarse woollen 
plates, knives and forks, and such things as every 
poor family must have, then I wiil begin to belieye 
that the Whigs want to distribute the public lands 
among the States “to relieve the poor from taxation;” 
but if they won’t take this tax off such articles, no- 
body will believe them. Every man who hears it, 
will know it is nothing but humbuggery. 

The gentlemen from Tennessee [Mr. Bett] and 
from South Carolina [Mr. Tompson] spoke of the 
pre-emption land bill as a humbug—a bait thrown 
out to catch votes, political gambling, &c. Now, 
Mr. Chairman, let us for a moment compare it 
with these great Whig schemes spoken of, and 
see which looks most like baié thrown out, or 
fishing for popularity. We only propose that the 
poor man, who goes West upon the public lands, 
clears them up, puts them into cultivation, and 


after mixing his labor with the soil ang ‘giving it 
additional value, that he shall have. theright to buy 
that land, with his little improvements ihereon, in 
preference to strangers who’have no claim upon 
il, and who would be püt to no trouble by. having 
to go and buy an unimproved place. Is’ it not 
just? Is it no} fumane? ` Is it wrong or immoral? `> 
In thus taking the part of the poor Western men, 
or those poor meh in the old States who desire to 


-g0 West and settle and own small tracts: of land, 


do we offer a bait to the great. body of voters? Cer- 

tainly not; for the larger portion of good public. 
lands are in the Territories, where people have no 

votes in Presidential elections; and among the new 

States, by far the greater portion of men of influ- 

ence live in towns, are interested in public works, 

banks, &c. &c. or are owners of land themselves, 

and feel and care bat little for the poor settlers up- 

on the public lands, Itis clear, therefore, that our 
motives arise from a sense of justice, and not fronę 
any vote-bezging or vote-catching disposition on 

our part. But how is it with gentlemen Whigs on 

the other side? Their mode of distribution of the 

proceeds of public lands is addressed to the whole 

of the old States, and all of the new not interested 

in the pre-emption system. It is addressed to the 

internal improvement interest; in fact, to all, of 
the great masses, and combinations of masses, 

that desire to throw burdens off their own shoul- 
ders, and to lay them upon others. It is like 

the fisherman who lays ont a long line in deep 

water, and fastens hooks at different depths, baited 

to suit the habits of the different kinds of fish. 

Near the surface plays the greedy and hungry fish. 

Little or no bait is required to catch him; only con- 

ceal the hook with a little white and red hair, or red 

flannel, and he strikes and is caught, My friend from 

Maryland, who has figured in the tobacco con. 

vention, [Mr. JENIFER,] and those who are trying 
to lay countervailing duties, under the notion of 
protecting tobacco, either know how to set this 
hook themselves, or will bite and be caught: |I 

can assure them there is no bait upon it—scarce- 
ly enough of the appearance of bait to conceal the 

hook, 

The next fish to be caught is a larger one, who 
swims much deeper, and he cannot be caught bat 
with meat—“a large mouthful”—he will not nib- 
ble at a trifle: you catch him only by feeding him 
well. A,National Bank, large appropriations, ex- 
penditures, and taxes, collected from a whole na- 
tion of people, have to be put together before he 
will bite. Is not that, a'so, Whig bait for the ci- 
ties and great thoroughfares of commerce? and 
don’t they expect to catch these big fish with i? 
Most assuredly they do. But there is a hook placed 
upon the bottom, in the mud, intended to catch 
“suckers,” and this is baited with mush; and I 
have been of opinion, sir, that this project of coua- 
tervailing duties was a scheme got úp by the great 
tariff interests offthe North, to distract and divide 
the South, by setting the tobaceo and cotton inte- 
rests by the ears, that we might be governed and 
controlled by our sectional prejudices, like Eng- 
land governs Ireland with her Scotch regiments, 
and Scotland with her Irish regiments; and there- 
fore this seemed to me only bait for greedy, hun- 
gry fish, and I was surprised to find any tobacco- 
grower likely to bite. Bat, sir, this proposition 
for a National Bank, high taxes, high and extra- 
vagant expenditures upon roads, canals, harbors, 
dry-docks, fortifications, light-houses, barracks, 
and ships, is, sir, a bait at which all of those big 
fish will bite; but the idea that “df will be a tax 
upon the rich, and relieve the poor,” and that by 
disuibuting the revenue arising from the Sales of 
public lands among the States for these purposes, 
“that you will thereby relieve the poor from, tax- 
ation,” why, sir, it is all “a humbug.” It is your 
soft bait, laid to catch “suckers;” and if I mis- 
take not, you will find it too soft to catch them. 
Every disinterested voter in the Union must 
see, from the course taken by gentlemen here whe 
go for distribution, that they are only fishing for 
“suckers” with soft bait, for most of them have 
made figures and calealations to show to their 
constituents how. much each State would get ont 
of the public Treasury by the schemie—not one of 
them has made and published a calculation to show: 
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his constitueiits how much they are to be taxed to 
payback into the Treasury the amount so taken 
outand distributed. Nor have they made any cal- 
culation to: show their constituen's how much of 
this inereased tax will be lost in paying agents, 
Officers, and collectors, in taking out and distribut- 
ing, and then collecting and putting the money back; 
for if each State pay back what they first get out, 
„they gain nothing, and lose the whole expense. If 
. they gain more than they put. in, they rob ‘and 
‘plunder others to the amount of the gain. This 
ought not to be popular with an honest people. If 
they get back less than they put in, other States 
‘rob and: plunder them. No people ought to like 
that, But, sir, this is the bait, and the only bait, 
offered: to the great masses of voters, either to 
plunder and defraud others, or to be plundered and 
defrauded by them. 

- Bad, sir, as this is between State and State—bad 
and intolerable as it would be to tax oac man, not 
fidebted, to pay the debts of another who was, 
-and at the same time let the man in debt keep the 
property for which the debt was contracted, (for 
these indebted Siates keep their internal improve- 
ments and other works,)—yet, sir, there is a feature 
‘in’ this distribution scheme, connected with it, 
which makes it more intolerable with the people 
of Alabama than it would be with many of the 
other States. She“did not, by reason of her South- 
ern location and being anew Slate, get as much 
for her'six per cent. bonds, as New York or Penn- 
sylvania got for their five perecnts. This diffe- 
rencë'on her eleven and one-half millions of bonds, 
having twenty years to run, is nearly two millions 
of dollars; and after losing this, for want of credit, 
all of our property and labor is to be bound in 
morigage as security for the debts of the other in- 
debted States, who then had credit, but who now 
‘have none. It is monstrous injustice. But, sir, 
this is not all that is to be done to carry out these 
high-handed and dangerous measures proposed by 
the gentleman from New York, and which bnt one 
out of nine prominent members of the party, who 
have spoken on the same side, have pretended to 
disavow: on the contrary, most of them have fol- 
lowed it up, and given it a support, eitherin the 
whole or in part. The gentleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Wise,] who differed from his friends on the 
measures of the coming Administration, was al- 
Most scowled upon by bis party, as if he had ut- 
tered treason or rebellion. Doni let “gentle. 
men go before the people with honeyed words 
any longer. Let them tell them the great 
truth ‘daily developed here; let them tell them, 
that, instead of coming here to protect their con- 
stituents from taxation, (the very foundation of 
free governments.) they come here to get money 
from the public Treasury, to divide out and distri- 
bute for these great ‘separate interests; that 
masses, through their representatives, come here to 
plunder masses; and that when a sectional majori- 
ty has ‘plundered a sectional minority, under the 
pretence of benefiting the majority, that then it is 
divided out among classess, and the richer plunder 
the poorer; the cities and rich and strong districts 
get all from the country and poor and weak dis- 
tiiċte; and then, in turn, the rich men of the cities, 
and strong districts get all of the plunder from the 
multitudes of farmers, mechanics, and laborers, 

who get back little or nothing—not a tenth part of 
what they pay out in taxes upon food and clothing, 
to carry on these greatschemes. 

The great body of the people East, North, and 
West, will. begin to undersiand that all of these 
schemes of plunder are not intended for their be- 
nefit, but only fora few large dealers. For in- 
stance; the people who live near a harbor, dry- 
dcck, fortification, road or river improvement, or 
any other of these multitudes of objects of expen- 
diture, may in some few instances get a small ad- 
vantage or benefit; but they must and will lose jn 
Ane end, for the system of expenditure will lay a 
a load of taxation on them and their children, and 
will fasién upon them a swarm of oficers to keep 
them’ up, who will forever afterwards feed and 
fatten upon the labor of an overworked, over- 
taxed, and under-fed people. 

` Suppose, sir, that no money was used in these 

transactions, and a painter was capable of placing 
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the whole matter truly before, our eyes; what a 
picture would he present to the astonished eyés of 
the farmers, laborers, and producers of the Ame- 
rican people! They would be seen, every one of 
them, bringing here together their pigs and poultry, 
beef and mutton, lambs and veal, butter and eggs, 
flour and vegetables, and putting them all into 
the great State kitchen to be cooked. . He would 
then represent the feast, by seating around the 
table, in a carpeted room, the cities, com- 
merce and navigation, and public officers, in 
the form of round, full, well-fed alderman- 
shaped men, eating and consuming all of the 
choice pieces, And he would paint the farmers, 
laborers, and producers, outside of the house, with 
their lean and hungry families quarrellmg and 
wrangling with each other about who should smell 
most of the steam from the kettle. This would be 
the picture, if truly drawn. 

This is all that the great body of the people get 
back of these taxes and expenditures; and I am 
not willing that the people I represent should sup- 
port them any longer. 

Iam alarmed, sir, at what I have seen and heard 
here relative to this whole scheme of taxation, ex- 
penditure, and distribution, which it is said General 
Harrison’s administration ought, and is intended, 
to carry out. The largest amount of money that 
possibly can be raised from the public lands is to 
be raised for such purposes. The gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr.Jonnson] supposes that many of 
these lands, which are now called poor, and will 
not sdl, if held up, might be sold from five 
dojlars to ten dollars per acre. ‘The large States 
will become greedy for money, and will send agents 
to run them up on our people. They are, I fear, to 
be driven off, and nol have a place to rest the 
soles of their feet on, unless as tenants for other 
pecplo. Many of them have been living upon 
small spots of tillable land, scattered about throughs 
great bodies of poor and waste Jands. They have 
mixed their labor with the soil, and their little im- 
provements make great part of their value; many 
of them, sir, have laid in their graves, on these spots, 
the dearest objects of their affection; parents and 
children, hucbands and wives, lie there buried: and 
who wants to disturb them? I will tell you, sir. 
Slate debts fall dne; the holders of these bonds 
want money; and these consecrated spots are to be 
sold to the highest bidder by an auctioneer; our 
people are io be driven off, and the very bones of 
our relatives sold, to make money for these State 
debts, and to carry out other extravagant schemes. 

So help me high Heaven, if the people of Ala- 
bama will join me, not one acre of these lands— 
“this gift of God to man”—not one acre, I say, 
shall ever be mortgaged or sold to meet these debts, 
whether held by British or American owners. 

When we joined the United States, and were ad- 
mitted into the Union as one of the body, the lands 
were not subject to any such Jien; the lands within 
our limits would have belonged to us,if we had 
not agreed to surrender that right upon our ad- 
mission. We made a surrender to the whole Union, 
for the common use; and never intended other 
States, in their separale capacity, or foreigners, to 
have an interest in tbem. If, therefore, they are 
diverted from that object, and do not, belong to the 
whole, united, they have reverted to us, by reason 
of our sovereignty and domain. It is the para- 


reount duty of the new States to protect their eiti- | 


zens; and we shall fail to perform it, if we ever 
allow them to be pledged and sold for these debts, 
The gentlemen all admit that that the indebted 
Sidtes are able to pay, if they were willing; but 
members of their Legislatures try to avoid the re- 
sponsibility of laying the tax. They brought the 
States in debt, but are afraid to tax them to get 


them out, and desire to make an impression that it | 
will come easier to the people of the States not to tax ! 


property in possession, such as lands, houses, mer- 
chandise, bank stock, and money loaned at inte- 
rest, Which can be taxed equally, according to the 
amount and value each person may own; but to get 
the tax laid by Congress upon suéh erticles as 
every family daily needs, must use, and which I 
have shown falls unequally, in proportion, upon 
those who are poor and in moderate cireumstances. 
And it seems to me that these gentlemen Whigs 


1 all see this, and know it; but they attempt to avoid 
its effect upon the public mind, by an outery against 
“direct taxation.” They desire to make direct 
taxation by the States unpopular, and then think 
they carry on indirect taxation by Congress to their 
hearts’ content. How unlike statesmen do they act, 
and particularly under present circumstances, when 
our country, as they say, is threatened with war— 
which, if itdoes come, will cut off our foreign trade, 
and our revenue from indirect taxés also! upon 
which event we will be compelled to carry on the 
war by direct taxes, and have no other mode left. 
How unwise and improper, then, to use exertions 
to make it unpopular, when it is the only possible 
reliance in case of war! If the people of the Union 
would but face this question of taxation as freemen 
ought to do, and understand it in all of its bear- 
ings upon Congress and upon them, they would 
not be easily imposed on by a cry of direct taxes. 
Let them ence understand that members, whom 
they send here to keep taxes from being laid upon 
them, do not fear their resentment for taxing pro- 
ducts, or articles exchanged for products, because it is 
matter of dispute who pays this tax, whilst they 
are afraid to tax property held by the wealthy, and 
the people will then require their representatives 
tto toe the mark,” and to oppose iaxation in all 
shapes not actually needed to casy on the Go- 
vernment; and, when so needed, to make the 
taxation bear equally upon all classes and sections 
of the Union—upon the cities and seaports, as 
well as the distant States and back counties. 

I have prepared a statement of the cost of col- 
lecting our revenue by customs or indirect taxes, 
which shows how the whole country is drained 
of money to pour out into the rich cities—the 
places where the taxes are collected, and ten per 
cent. (the expenses of collection) spent; which, if 
collected in the country, throughout the Union, in 
every country where the goods are retailed, would 
leave in those counties the expenses of col- 
lection, because collectors would spend their sala- 
ries in each county; which would leave with the 
people, every year, ten per cent. of the amount 
of their taxes. Let us see, sir, what that would be 
worth to the country in seventy years, upon our 
yearly expenditures, and which now goes to the 
cities. 

Estimating the cost of collection for seventy 
years at the present rate, and the amount of taxa- 
tion to be such as to raise twenty-five millions a 
year, the people of the interior of the country 
would pay, in seventy years, one hundred and 
seventy-five millions to officers in the cities, for 
expenses alone; which they would get without in- 
terest; and if you put interest upon it every year, 
at six per cent. and add to it the principal, makes, 
in seventy years, the enormous sum of over two 
thousands of millions of dollars. It is true that but 
few of the people can make compound interest; 
but bankers and money-lenders in cities do make it; 
and itis no wonder that your large cilies grow so 
rapidly, anda few managers within them make 
millions upon millions of dollars. It is no wonde 
that they should be so fund of indirect taxes, and 
of increasing them by every opportunity they can 
get, and of increasing the general expenses of this 
country. It is no wonder that the gentleman from 
New York should bring forward all of his splendid 
schemes of expenditure and taxation, Itis fully. 
explained in the fact that the real estate, houses, 
and lots, &e. in the city of New York alone, are 
worth nearly as much money—and have been so 
valued and assessed—as all of the lands, farms, 
cities, towns, and villages of the whole of that 
great State; and besides, if we go on taxing,collecting,. 
and expending, in the cities, as we have done, the 
cities upon our coast will, in less than a hundred 
years, swallow up the industry of the whole of this 
extensive country; and city property will be to the 
whole Union, what the city of New York now is 
to that great State—be worth as much, or nearly 
as much, as the whole of all the other property of 
the Union. This never conld be the ease if taxes 
were collected, and cost of collection expended, in 
every county of the Union. When gentlemen 
can show that direct taxes wou:d produce worse 
consequences than I have proven to flow from in- 
direct, then it will be time enongh to try and make 
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“jt odious to talk of direct taxation. The principal 
_ objection, I presume, to direct taxation, isa fear 


' since a Bank is likely to get it. 
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that the people will see it and understand it; anda 
Representative would be afraid to go home and 
meet his constituents, after raising the taxes upon 
them, which he can now do by telling them “that 
he laid the tax so that it don’t fall upon them, but 
falls on somebody else””-——‘‘on a rich man,” or “a 
Southern man,” or “a Northern man,” or a French- 
man, or an Englishman—according to the place 
and company he is addressing. 

Mr. Chairman, I gave my views about a Na- 
tional Bank last session. I attempted then to 
show that it was both unconstitutional and inexpe- 
dient. It would, in my opinion, be attended with 
most disastrous consequences in the preseat condi- 
tion of our State and localbanks. There is some 
solid capital in the country yet. People are more 
and more going to work, instead of relying upon 
credit, and, in a few years, times will get better; 
but if you charter a bank, all of the country banks 
will be prostrated, and the specie withdrawn, to en- 
able the new National Bank to totter along during 


- infancy, and the whole country will be overrun and 


scourged, as was the case from 1818 to 1827, by 
the late bank. But, gentlemen Whigs say that this 
bas been determined upon. They have the 
power now, and, I suppose, intend to exercise it. 
It is, therefore, my daty to hold them accounta- 
ble to the people for fair and just dealing when 
they make the charter; and if they act justly with 
the people when they give the keeping of their 
taxes to a bank, they are bound to demand from 
the stockholders, as a bonus, the value of the mo. 
ney left in the vaults of the banks to be loaned out 
on interest. When thé Sub-Treasury bill was 
passed, those opposed to it contended it would keep 
twenty millions of the people’s money locked up, 
and out of circulation. This we denied. But 
gentlemen have now changed their complaint; we 
are not now about to keep enough money on hand, 
The gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. BELL] thinks we ought to 
keep always on hand a quarter’s salary; that is, 
one quarter of the yearly expenses of the Govern. 
ment. The gentlemen from New York and Maine 
suppose we ought to have regularly a balance un- 
appropriated at the end of the year, of about eight 
millions, if I understood them. Now, the value of 
these deposites, on collecting, keeping, and disburs- 
ing for twenty years, (supposing balances on hand 
to be eight millions, and the deposites, after appro- 
priations by disbursing officers, and sums lying in 
bank not called for, to be only four millions,) then 
the value or amount which the Bank would receive 
in twenty years, as interest on the people’s taxes, 
lying in their hands and loaned out, would be 
$26,485,624—twenty-six and nearly a half millions 
of dollars; the present value of which, without ex- 
penses, would be $8,758,342—nearly nine millions 
of dollars—which could be given by any company 
for a charter, and then they would net six per cent. 
on their money so given as a bonus; and if they have 
any capital of their own to put in, the advantages 
of the charter, with the credit of the Government, 
will enable them, without doubt, to make expenses 
and profits out of their own money. I now tell 
the gentleman from Maryland, {Mr. Jeyirer,] that 
the charter, with the use of the people’s taxes, is 
worth nearly nine millions of dollars; and when- 
ever he and his Whig friends do go to hire out to 
capitalists the labor of our constituents, that they 
will be expected to charge something like the the 
value of money belonging to the people, and we 
will hold him and his friends accountable to the 
People if he does not. 

I have, sir, given a general view of the extrava- 
gant and splendid scheme of expenditures and taxa- 
tion proposed by the gentleman from New York. 
I will now notice the single one of fortifications, and 
our defenceless state, upon which he dwelt so fal- 
ly. Whenever Governments desire to get the people 
to submit to increased taxation, and wish to silence 
all opposition, this is the ery: “war iscoming, and 
we are defenceless.” That wasthe ery in 1824 
and 1828, when these odious tariff schemes were 
put on the country. Some only wanted to protect 
manufactories, that blankets might be made at 


home, “to ‘keep our soldiers warm,” and “iron 
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provided for the manufacture of arms.” And, sir, 
hundreds of millions were extorted from the labor- 
ing people, and wasted, squandered, and expended, 
gentlemen say; and still the country is defence- 
less,. and more taxes are wanted. People begin 
to fiad out that this, too, is mere humbug. 
There will be no war, sir, unless Government 
finds out that it can make more out of their peo- 
ple by this mode of taxing, than they can make out 
of any other. For Governments, in modern 
limes, have found by experience that it is easier 
and safer, and more profitable, to get their own 
people to hold still and be fleeced, than to attempt 
to make the same amount out of another nation by 
war. The plunderers, 
the present day, thrive better in peace than in 
war. But, sir, suppose I am mistaken, and we are 
to have war. This scheme of fortifying our im- 
mense seacoast and frontier is an absurdity. All 
of the work and weaith of the nation would not 
construct the forts which gentlemen would keep up, 
hor will it repair the old ones, so as to be of any 
use. It is agreed on all hands that the great in- 
crease of the size of cannon now in use, will enable 
a single vessel to knock down any fort we have 
built, or could build; that stone, brick, or mortar, 
cannot stand against them; and that the only mode 
of defence against such, is to arm vessels with guns 
of equal size, and meet the invaders on the water, 
and drive them off, sink them to the bottom, or 
sink ourselves, This is the only alternative, as it 
appears to me. 

Nations, sir, have usually selected for their em- 
blems some terrible animal of either the four- 
footed or feathered tnbe—such asa lion, tiger, eagle, 
or hawk—an animal that could seize and tear its 
foes to pieces. But, sir, if we are to set all of our 
people to digging in the ground, and going into 
fortifications, we should take the eagle from our 
flag, and change the emklem. There is an ani- 
mal called a “gopher,” of the terrapin tribe, with 
a shovel in the fore part of his shell, with which 
he digs deep in the sandy lands of the South, 
and hides himself from his enemies; and we 
should select him as a fit emblem of our national 
character, if all of our people are to be engaged in 
digging ont fortifications, as proposed by the gen- 
tleman from New York. Does the gentleman de- 
sire to see us a nation of gophers? I am sure 
our people would cease to think of any thing 
but hiding in the ground, if they saw the whole 
money and energies of the nation employed in dig- 
ging out such hiding places. An invading enemy 
would have nothing todo but go around these 
forts; and the people, already accustomed to look 
upon fortifications as the only meansof defence, 
would quickly surrender, unless they could get 
into these “gopher holes,” where the enemy, after 
overrunning and subduing the country, would 
then dig them out at their pleasure. No, sir; make 
the character of your people correspond with that 
of the proud bird which you have selected as an 
emblem. Let them be ready to fiyat and pounce 
upon an enemy, wherever he is to be found; 
not to flee from him, and hide in your “gopher 
dens.” 

A few general remarks, Mr. Chairman, and I 
shall close. We are not only considering this bill 
to raise money for temporary wants of the Govern- 
ment, bul we are considering the state of the whole 
Union. And, sir, how different is the language I 
now hear, from what was said during the last ses- 
sion of Congress, previous to the election of Gene- 
ral Harrison. 

Then, gentlemen told the people that the Demo- 
crais had been wasteful and extravagant. 

Now, they say that no reduction can be made in 
expenditures. 

Then, they told the people {that we were for re- 
ducing the prices of labor. 

Now, they are for increasing taxes and expendi- 
tures, which, in every country and age, hasa direc 
tendency tə reduce the wages of labor; because it is 
out of these wages the taxes are made up. 

Then, they told the people that the Whigs 
went for reducing Executive patronage. But 
now, they go for every measure that must and 


will increase it. For, sir, these hundreds of 
schemes for clearing out rivers, making roads, 


therefore, of nations of . 
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light-houses, harbors, dry-docks, fortifications, 
barracks, &c. &c. &e. multiply the number of 
people who are to depend on Government. for 
work andj employment, in the shape of ton- 
tractors, artists, and laborers; multiply, also, 
the officers to be appointed by the President. 
and under his control, and that of his friends: all 
of these must add to the Executive influence felt in - 
elections—an influence which the gentlemen had 
the benefit of, to a great extent, in the late election; 
for these men were getting hungry and alarmed at 
the reductions in expenses making by Mr. Van Bu- - 
ren—were greedy for another routine of taxation 
and expenditure, and therefore joined in the cry, 
and voted against him, ‘The present proposed 
measures, therefore, have a direct tendency to in- 
crease this Execuitve patronage and influence. 

It will not do for gentlemen to say that General 
Harrison only intends to serve one term, and, there- 
fore, will not interfere and exercise this power, 

They will remember that they charged General 
Jackson with appointing his successor. If this be 
true, why may not General Harrison? Is he better 
and wiser than Jackson? If he is, will every man 
that comes after him be wiser and better?’ This 
will not do for argument with the people, whe will 
not allow great principles to depend on any one 
man. And gentlemen and General Harrison must 
follow the advice of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Wisz,] and must practise here, after they get 
power, THE PRINCIPLES which they preached 
to the people before the elections. : 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Barnard} 
denies the truth of that part of the President's 
message which states “that our Government has 
admirably fulfilled the objects of its creation, 
And, sir, I have given an examination of the 
measures cf Government proposed by that gen- 
tleman, for General Harrison and his party to 
make the Government answer the purposes for which 
“they think it was created.” It is found, I hum- 
bly conceive, to be only a mode of betiering the’ 
condition of the great and already overgrown inte- 
rests of officers, bankers, capitalists, politicians, 
and rich men, engaged mostly in commerce, navi- 
gation, and manufactures, and owning city proper- 
ly, at the expense of agriculture, mechanism, farm- 
ing, planting, and labor, throughout the whole 
country besides. 

I will tell gentlemen how they can make a plain 
Republican form of Government suit our people 
much better than any change they willbe able to 
make. Let them, instead of employing their pow- 
erful talents and abilities in making our people dis- 
Satisfied, use those abilities in producing the only 
reform in our power—“a reform of our habits.” 
Let them advise their people, young and old, rich 
and peor, against relying on bank credits for the 
means of support, instead of industry, frugality, 
and economy. Let them admonish people who 
have property, and desire. to keep it, to cut down 
their expenditures; that their young men cannot 
longer be indulged in smoking, drinking, and idle- 
ness at taverns and hotels, if they expect to keep 
their property; that if they let their daughters mar- 
ry suchidle and extravagant young fellows, that 
they will live with them only so long as they fur- 
nish them money to spend in idleness, and that, so 
soon as the duties and drudgery of taking care of 
afamily come on, these gay idlers have not energy 
enough to take care of them; that they: generally 
leave their families in disgrace, as soon as the pro- 
pertyis exhausted. Tell them, therefore, to dis- 
countenance all such idlers, and keep them out of 
their houses, and, by force of public opinion, com~ 
pel them to work. Tell the wealthy and hereto- 
fore extravagant families, that they cannot keep 
their property, and go on with their extravagant in- 
dulgences; that the three Governments of England, 
France, and the United States, are all borrowing 
money to get along, and that our young men cannot 
indulge in boiling their hams in Champagne wine 
at the Astor House, going to theatres, and other 
such extravagant and wasteful practices. Tell 
them to lend their countenance to ihe prudent, 
industrious, and upright, however they may appear 
to want polish, and what is usually called refine- 
ment, Tell them that suck make the best husbands 
and family connections. Turn to. the poor aid 
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middling classes, and advise the youth of both 


sexes against buying things to wear, which their 
` fathers cannot afford to furnish. Tell them that it 
was this, and. their neglect of business—throwing 
the whole labor of familles off the young, strong, 

_ and healthy, upon the father, mother, and smaller 
` children-—tell them it was this, and this alone, 

: which-has embarrassed them. Tell them, also, to 
encourage industry in their families and neighbors; 
to turn. out-of their houses the scamp who wants to 

“figure in‘fine clothes, and who has nothing to give, 

“and. will not. work to pay the merchant for them; 
and tell. them, also, to uphold, with their counte- 
nance, the honest youth, however homely his ap- 
pearance, who will earn his living by the sweat of 
his brow. Impress these truths and principles 

`. upon the. public mind, and you will restore prospe- 
rity among individual families, and upon this great 
family of States. It is better than to try and relieve 
some. by plundering others. 

sH -General Harrison and his friends shall only 
pursue this course, I shall most gladly render him 
my. feeble support. If, however, he follows the 
path which appears to have been marked out for 
him by his friends here~if he shall encourage or 
countenance these schemes of taxation, extrava- 
gance and expenditure—I shall be found in oppo- 
sition, wherever I may make such opposition use- 
fal. to a confiding but deceived and plundered 
people, : : 

amamen 

REMARKS OF MR. JOHNSON, 

Toe a OF VIRGINIA, 

In:the House of Representatives February 19, 1841— 
A bill to extend, for five years, the act approved 
the 7th July, 1838, “granting half-pay and pen- 
sions to certain ,widows,” being under considera- 

etion—— y : 

Mr. Hopkins’ submitted the following amend- 

ent, viz: : 

“Beit enacted, That the provisions of the act approved 7th 

une, 1832, entivied ‘An act supplementary to the act for the 

¥eltef of certain surviving officers’ and soldiers of the Revolu- 
thon,’ be, and the game are hereby extended,so as to embrace 
alk those officiers and soldiers, spies and rangers, who, under 
oné or more engagements, shall have served for a term of 
threeyhonths or upwards, in the wars against the Indian tribes, 
at any time previousto the treaty of Greenville, in the year 
1795; and on application at the proper department, and proof 


thereof, they shall’be entitled to have their names placed on the 
pension roll.” 


-.. Mr, JOHNSON said: I thank my honorable co!- 
league for having brought to the notice of this 
House the long deferred claims of a remnant of our 
Revolutionary daysand our Revolutionary strug- 
gles, the rights and interests of whom have been 
overlooked and neglected amidst the numerous acts 
of justice and liberality with which the records of 
the legislation of: the country abound, and which do 
honor to the heads and hearts of American states- 
men. Although millions have been annually 
drawn from the public Treasury, in discharge of 
that debt which the wealth of the nation can never 
fuly discharge, 10 murmurs have been heard from 
the people; bùn on the contrary, these acts have 
all beenresponded to by a generous community, in 
notes of unequivocal ‘approbation, from the cen- 
tre to the circumference of this widely extended 
country. 
Bat, Mr. Chairman, I regret to say, that in the 
plentitude of our liberality, the old maxim, “be 
just beforé-you are generous,” seems to have been 
lost sight of. We have left, unprovided for, a class 
of soldiers whose services were equalled by few, 
aud surpassed by none, whose claims have been 
rejected by the American Congress; while their 
compatriots in arms have been made comfortable 
by. the bounties of the Government. I refer to that 
class of soldiers who continued the wag from 1783, 
‘when the treaty of peace with Great Britain was 
ratitied; down to the treaty of Greenville, in 
1795. 
: Fwelve long years did they continue the struggle 
against fearful odds, after the mild beams of re- 
turning peace had made glad the heart of every 
freemen. in the Atlantic country—ay, sir, when 
the sound of rejoicing was heard throughout 
the land from Massachusetts to Georgia. These 
cheering notes reached not the year of the Western 
man: there was ho peace to your trans-Alleghany 
brethren; for, allhough the civilized enemy had 
withdrawn his armies from the field, his savage 
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allies lurked in the woods. Although a treaty of 
peace had been signed, yet he held on to his western 
posts, and- virtually to the western country, main- 
taining his position by an armed force, under the 
vain hope, no doubt, that our glorious experiment 
would fail, and that, by keeping up the war 
through his Indian allies, he would stand ready to 
avail himself of the first advantage to recover his 
lost power, by adding the nothwestern territories 
to his Canadian dominions. The history of the 
war proves, that, notwithstanding the acknowledg- 
ment of our independence by the British, they 
assembled in council with the Indians as late as the 
year 1793, when they admonished the savages 
that a new line must be drawn between the United 
States and the Canadas by the sword. And with 
that view, fortresses were erected on the Miami 
of the Jake, and garrisoned by British soldiers. 

The stipulations of the treaty of 1783 did not 
change the condition of your western people. The 
blessings of liberty, for the benefit of which you 
‘bad prosecuted a seven years’? war, had been but 
partially secured, and were not participated in by 
the western men: they found themselves in the 
deep recesses of a wilderness, far removed from 
succor, surrounded by innumerable hordes of mer- 
ciless savages, by whom the war was continued 
with all imaginable horrors. The pecuniary 
means of your Government had been exhausted; 
your army was disbanded; and your Western people 
thrown upon their own limited resources, and cut 
off from the Atlantic States by the then almost im- 
passible mountains. They had no place of retreat, 
but their log cabin, which they had sworn to de- 
fend, or die on the sill of its door! In this forlorn 
condition, they prosecuted the war from 1783 to 
1795, with no hope of aid; no friend to support; no 
tongue to cheer; no pen to record; no eye to weep! 
Arm toarm, steel to steel, they met the savage, 
and struck for liberty! Nor was the conflict con- 
fined always to the hardier sex: tender females be- 
came more than soldiers, and, forgetting the deli- 
cacy of their textures, fousht bravely by the sides 
of their husbands and brothers, in defence of their 
humble domicils, their hearths, and cradled infants. 
Their little fields, whence alone their rations were 
drawn and their families fed, were cultivated at 
intervals snatched from the busy scenes of war; 
and while the son silently held the handles of the 
plough, the father was sentinel in a corner of the 
fence, and poised steadily the unerring rifle. 

I have said there was no pen to record the 
deeds of chivalry, which the traditions of the times 
have dimly and imperfectly handed down. Could 
the facts be correctly detailed, a vacuum in the 
history of this country would be supplied with rich 
matter; and scenes of disinterested patriotism de- 
veloped, adding many factsin the history of our 
countrymen, at the recital of which the hearts of 
freemen would beat high with national pride, and 
veneration for the character of the chieftain. But, 
unfortunately for our country, the story can never 
be all told: it must remain sealed up amongst the 
hidden treasures of the past. The remaining 
ac'ors in the drama, whence alone the tradition 
might have been obtained, stand few and far be- 
tween, like the oak, once wide spread and noble in 
the forest, but now in the old field, deprived of its 
vital sap, streaked with lightning, decayed in its 
roots, and ready to yield to the lightest blast. 

Mr. Chairman, a few of these aged ve- 
terans still linger in the district I have 
the honor to represent; a district extending 
from the Alleghany mountains to near the Kentuc- 
ky line, embracing a portion of the country water- 
ed by the Monongahela, the Great and Little Ka- 
nawha, and extending along the banks of the Onio, 
more than one hundred miles. This portion of 
country formed emphatically the line of demarca- 
tion between the white and the red man during the 
Revolutionary war,and was the arena in which 
gladiators met. Your sentinel upon the outer wall 
was placed there, and ably and gallantly were your 
outposts defended. 

It is mockery, sir, to say that those men were 
not engaged in the struggle for independence. 
They were the first who took the field, and the last 
who left it, ‘The first battle fought in that contest 
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sant, in my district, and it was clearly connected 
with our Revolutionary movements. In fact, it 
may properly be styled the first battle of that mo- 
mentous struggle. The contest was continued,with 
short intervals,down to 1795; and murders were 
perpetrated in the same district, according to my 
recollection, as late as 1793. And yet, it has been 
gravely said that “they were not engaged in your 
struggle for independence; that it was a private war 
between the the white man and the Indian!” Let- 
us see what the historian of that day said on this 
subject. 

After speaking of the defeat of St. Clair, he pro- 
ceeds to say: 

“The Indian war now assumed amore serious 
aspect than it had hitherto worn. There was rea- 
son to fear that the hostile tribes would derive a 
great accession of strength from the impression 
which their success and the spoil they had ac- 
quired would make upon their neighbors; and 
the reputation of the Government was deeply 
concerned in retrieving the fortune of its arms, 
and affording protection to its citizens. The Pre- 
sident, therefore, lost no time in causing the 
estimates for a force, which he deemed compe- 
tent to the object, to be prepared and laid before 
Congress. In conformity with a report made on 
this subject by the Secretary of War, a bill was 
brought into the House of Representatives, direct- - 
ing three additional regiments of infantry and a 
equadron of cavalry to be raised, to serve for three 
years, if not sooner discharged. This bill expe- 
rienced great opposition. It was argued, in favor 
of the bill, that the justice of the war could not 
be questioned by any who would allow that self- 
preservation and indispensable necessity could 
furnish sufficient motives for taking up arms. It 
was originally undertaken, and had been since car- 
ried on, not for conquest, but to defend their fellow» : 
citizens on the frontiers, who, if not assisted, must 
fall victims to the rage and barbarity of their savage 
enemies. It was said to be proved by unquestion- 
able documents, that, from the year 1783 to 1790, : 
there had been not less than fifteen hundred per- 
sons, either the inhabitants of Kentucky, or emi- 
grants on their way to that country, who had been 
massacred by the savages, or dragged into capti- 
vity; and there was reason to believe that, on the: 
frontiers of Virginia. and Pennsylvania, the mur- 
dered and the prisoners would furnish a list not 
much less numerous. In 1790, when a treaty was 
proposed at the Miami villages, the Indians at first 
refused to treat; they next required thirty days to 
deliberate; this request was acceded to, and, in the 
interim, the inhabitants were expressly prohibited 
by the President to carry on any offensive opera- 
tions against them. Yet, notwithstanding this for-. 
bearance on the part of the whites, not less than one 
hundred and twenty persons were killed and cap- 
tured by the savages, and several prisoners were 
roasted alive during that short period, at the expira- - 
tion of which the Indiaus refused to give any answer 
to the proposition which had been made to them. 
The bill was carried for the augmentation of- 
force required by the Executive.”-—pp. 336, 341, 
342. ; 
Will any one question the national character of 
this war, after reading the above extracis? The. - 
entire debate proves that Congress considered it a 
continuation of the same struggle for independence, 
as in truth it was. The western posts were still 
in the hands of the enemy, notwithstanding the 
weaty stipulations which required their surrender; : 
the soil of your country was degraded by the oc- 
cupancy or foreigners, and the national honor was” 
tarnished by the non-compliance of Great Britain 
with her solemn treaty. It was national in every: 
respect, and in every sense of the word; and great 
and lasting benefits resulted from its favorable ter- 
mination. The honor of the nation was vindicated; 
and a source of revenue, incalculable in its extent, 
was secured in the acquisition of the public do- 
main. It is from this source that you have drawn 
many millions of the money with which you have: 
enriched your ‘Treasury. Ay, sir, those millions: 
of dollars which flow annually into that ‘Treasury: 
are the proceeds of the sales of the public land 
which were wrested from the common enemy, by: 
the blood and valor, and reclaimed by the toil and: 
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industry, of the very Indian fighters whose cause F 
now endeavor to plead. 

The same Western men who had continued the 
contest throughout the Revolution, and dowr to the 
treaty of Greenville in 1795—a period of twenty 
years—were the first to unlock the gates and open 
the avenues to the “far West,” by whicha safe 
and permanent entry was made into the North- 
western territory. They were, emphatically, the 
van guard to the emigrating multitude, who, in 
search of a home and a competency, flocked 
to the Western country; at the approach of 
whom, the affrightened natives, pressed at the 
point of the bayonet, retreated with hasty steps 
to the banks of the Mississippi; thereby affording 
partial security to the bold and enterprising ad- 
venturers. 

What, I would ask, was the situation of the 
West in 1795? A deep and almost interminable 
wilderness—-“‘where the boughs of the lofty buckeye 
waving in the wind served but to swell the melan- 
choly notes of solitary nature; where a monoto- 
nous silence ever reigned, save when disturbed by 
the howl of beasts of prey, or the more hideous 
yell of savage man! 

But, Mr. Chairman, never was transformation 
from the jong silence of the forest, to the active, 
cheering, busy scenes of civilized life, so sudden, 
rapid, and so radical. Millions of freemen in the 
full enjoyment of all the comforts, and, I may add, 
all the luxuries of life, are now spread over that 
extensive and diversified country; and if we may 
be permitted. to glance at futurity, and measure 
the probable increase of population by the ratio of 
the past, the time is near when a majority of the 
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inhabitants of the United States wili be found in 
the valley of the Mississippi. 


Will Congress continue to disregard the claims 
of this meritorious class, after having provided for 
every cther description of soldier? Will you do 
this, too, at a time like the present, when we are at 
peace wiih all the world; the national debt paid off; 
the country in the full tide of a prosperity unex- 
ampled in any nation, with a population exceeding 
seventeen millions, in the full enjoyment of all the 
blessings and immunities which Providence, in the 
plenitude of its goodness, has capacitated man to 
enjoy? I will not believe it! I think I know too 
well the liberal and honorable feelings of gentlemen 
of both parties. It is a subject elevated far above 
the party feuds which too often enter this hall, and 
prevent action upon important measures. I am sure 
the hydra~monster party will not be permitted to 
interfere in this sacred question. Will the North- 
ern man hesitate to place these claimants upon an 
equal footing with the thousands of pensioners in 
his own section, where three-fifths of the pension 
fund is expended? Surely his sense of justice will 
forbid it! Shall we appeal in vain to the gene- 
rous South on this oecasion? No, sir; she has 
ever been feelingly alive to the claims of the war- 
worn soldier, and her liberality, which is prover- 
bial, willnot be withheld on this—perhaps the last— 
appeal in behalf of some of the few who remain 
unprovided for. To Western gentlemen I have 
nothing to say; the scenes which I have feebly at- 
tempted to describe gre all familiar to them. The 
first impressions made upon their juvenile minds, 
were derived from the the traditionary history de- 
tailed by their fathers; in which the thrilling inci- 
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dents of Indian warfare were feclingly and elo- 


quently detailed. And although no costly edifice 
or marble monument points to the place or com- 
memorates the battle field of these heroes, yet their 
memory will be cherished in the bosom of every 
Wesiern man, long after the most stately temples 
shall have been mouldered away by the ravaging 
hand of time. 

I will only add, in conclusion, that, if aught be 
done to smeoth the short but rugged path which 
intervenes between the aged man and the grave, it | 
must be done quickly. The fell destroyer, death, 
is rapidly removing him from earth, and barrying 
him to “that bourne from whence no traveller re- 
turns ! 

On reference to the report of the Secretary of 
War, it will be seen that more than two thousand 
pensioners have died during the last year. The 
number pensioned under the act of 1818, has de- 
creased from about twenty thousand to less than 
eight thousand. Of those pensioned under the act 
of June 7, 1832, eight thousand six hundred and 
nine have died. Out of eleven hundred and eighty- 
six pensioned under the act of 1828, only six hun- 
dred and five remain. 


A few short years, and the last relics of Revolu 
tionary times will have been gathered to their 
fathers, the most of them having spent their latter 
days in penury and want, and dropped into the 
grave ‘‘unwept, unhonored, ard unsung!” 

Will an American Congress permit these things 
to transpire? If so, owr lips should be hermetically 
sealed when tbe charge shall be repeated, which has 
been so often gratuitously made by the enemies of 
free Government—that “Republics are ungrateful "> 


